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Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy extended greetings to scientists,
engineers, technical experts and support
staff on the occasion of National Space
Day, praising their contribution to India's
growing achievements in space explo-

ration. In his message, the Chief
Minister said India's successful
Chandrayaan-3 mission P3
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Can Praveen Prakash's Career 2.0 Win Cantt?

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Varanasi : After nearly three decades in
the IAS, Praveen Prakash is preparing for
a very different test-seeking political
authority from voters in Varanasi
Cantonment as a prospective Congress
candidate, a constituency where the BJP
has maintained a strong electoral hold for
decades.

Prakash, a 1994-batch IAS officer of the
Andhra Pradesh cadre, was once among
the key officials in the government of for-
mer Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy. He served as
Principal Secretary (Political) in the
General Administration Department
(GAD), a significant position in the State
administration. His decision to opt for
voluntary retirement brought his long
bureaucratic career to an unexpected end,
coming around the time the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) led government
came to power in Andhra Pradesh.

Now, after stepping away from the
administrative system, Prakash is seeking
a new political role in Uttar Pradesh. His
proposed entry into electoral politics
marks a sharp transition-from an officer
who implemented government decisions
to a prospective people's representative
seeking a mandate to influence those

"1.0 Was Like a Judge, 2.0 Is Like an
Advocate,” Says Praveen Prakash

"I would describe my role as an
IAS officer as being somewhat like
that of a judge. Now, as a political
representative, my role is different.
I see it more as being an advocate
for the people,” said former IAS
officer Praveen Prakash.

Describing his new journey as
"Praveen Prakash 2.0," in an
exclusive interview with K Kalyan
Krishna Kumar, Resident Editor,
True Point, Praveen Prakash dis-

cussed his transition from bureau-
cracy to electoral politics, his
choice of Varanasi Cantonment

and his decision to choose
Congress as his political platform.
He explained how three decades of
administrative experience could
help address people's concerns,
while stressing the importance of
grassroots engagement. He also
outlined his priorities of employ-
ment generation, tackling corrup-
tion and improving urban infra-
structure ahead of the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections.

decisions.

Varanasi Cantonment,
Assembly  Constitu

ency No. 390, has

been won by the BJP in

every Assembly election

since 2002. The party's
Saurabh Srivastava retained
the seat in 2017 and 2022. In
2022, he secured 1,47,833 votes,

defeating SP candi-
date Pooja Yadav by
86,844 votes, under-
lining the scale of the
challenge facing any
challenger.
Prakash says he deliber-
ately chose what he consid-
ers one of the most difficult
seats. His proposition is built around

nearly 30 years of administrative experi-
ence, including work in public health,
education, infrastructure, urban gover-
nance and anti-corruption. His academic
credentials include IIT Kanpur and the
Maxwell School of Public Policy in the
Us.

But he acknowledges that credentials
alone cannot win elections. Since taking
VRS in 2024, he says he has walked
through all 400 polling stations and
begun extensive grassroots outreach,
spending six to seven hours daily on
door-to-door interactions.

His political priorities are employment
generation, tackling corruption and
improving urban and municipal services.
The larger test is whether administrative
credibility can become political credibili-
ty. As an IAS officer, he was an imple-
menter; as a prospective MLA, he wants
to become a bridge between people and
government.

That is the real meaning of "Praveen
Prakash 2.0." The 2027 election will
reveal whether an administrator's experi-
ence can overcome a BJP stronghold's
established political equations-and
whether a career built in government
offices can be successfully rebuilt on the
streets of Varanasi Cantonment.

El Nino Raises Drought and
Water Stress Concerns

New Delhi, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Q. You had earlier indicated
that you were not inclined
towards entering electoral
politics. What made you
change your mind and take
the political plunge now?

A. Yes, I had said that in an
earlier interview, and I gen-
uinely felt that entering elec-
toral politics would be very
difficult. During my 30 years
in the TAS, I did not take
many leaves and spent most
of my time either in Andhra
Pradesh or in Delhi. As a
result, my visibility in
Varanasi has been relatively
low, and I knew that I would
have to make an additional
effort to build a connection
with the people there.

At the same time, I had vol-
untarily resigned from the
Andhra  Pradesh  cadre
because I wanted to devote
the last ten years of my pro-
fessional life to public service
in a more intensive manner.
Somewhere, 1 had a feeling
that my journey was incom-
plete and that I needed to do
more to complete it.

I have also observed that peo-
ple from Andhra Pradesh

have a very strong connection
with Varanasi. A large num-
ber of devotees visiting the
temples in Varanasi come
from Andhra Pradesh. I am
trying to build on this exist-
ing connection and increase
my visibility among the peo-
ple of Varanasi, and I have
sought their support.

There is also a deeper sense
of responsibility behind my
decision. The nation invested
so much in me and gave me
the opportunity to learn and
grow throughout my 30 years
in public service. | may have
made mistakes while serving
as a Sub-Collector, Collector
or Secretary, but the nation
stood by me, trained me and
shaped me throughout that
journey. I feel that I have a
responsibility to give some-
thing back. It is with that
sense of an incomplete jour-
ney and a desire to serve
more meaningfully that I
decided to enter politics.

Q. You have described this
new phase as "Praveen
Prakash 2.0." What does this
new version of you represent,

and how will it be different
from your role as an IAS offi-
cer?

A. As an executive, my role
was largely that of an imple-
menter. I would listen to pub-
lic grievances, understand the
issues and then work towards
implementing solutions. In
that sense, I would describe
my role as an IAS officer as
being somewhat like that of a
judge.

Now, as a political represen-
tative, my role is different. I
see it more as being an advo-
cate for the people. The ques-

tion is whether, with my
experience, I can effectively
represent the grievances,
wishes and aspirations of the
people before the government
and ensure that they are
addressed in the right man-
ner.

If "Praveen Prakash 1.0" was
like a judge, then "Praveen
Prakash 2.0" is like an advo-
cate-someone who represents
the people's interests, voices
their concerns and works
towards the development of
the constituency.
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India could face heightened risks of dry
spells, heatwaves and water stress as El
Nino strengthens in the coming months,
with scientists and weather agencies
warning that its influence could become
more pronounced during late 2026 and
into early 2027.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said El Nino conditions devel-
oped during the 2026 southwest mon-
soon and strengthened from weak levels
in June to moderate levels in July. The
Centre has also indicated that the phe-
nomenon could intensify further during
October-December and potentially reach
a very strong category.

The developing weather pattern has
raised concerns because El Nino is his-
torically associated with weaker mon-
soon rainfall and higher temperatures in
India. However, scientists caution that El
Nino alone does not determine the Indian
monsoon; other oceanic and atmospheric
factors also influence rainfall.

India has already recorded uneven rain-
fall this monsoon. The cumulative rain-
fall deficit was reported at about 13% in
mid-August, with some regions receiv-
ing heavy rain while others experienced
significant shortages. Such uneven distri-
bution can create challenges for agricul-
ture, groundwater recharge and reservoir
management.

Concerns have also grown over the pos-
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sible impact on drinking-water supplies.
Prolonged rainfall deficits could reduce
replenishment of reservoirs and ground-
water, increasing pressure on cities and
rural communities. Agriculture and the
power sector could also face difficulties
if water availability declines.

Recent international forecasts have
pointed to a potentially very strong El
Nino during the northern hemisphere
autumn and winter. Global forecasters
are considering the possibility of an
exceptionally strong event, although its
eventual intensity and regional effects
remain uncertain.

Weather experts have therefore stressed
the importance of preparedness rather
than panic. Governments have been
urged to strengthen water conservation,
monitor reservoirs and groundwater, pre-
pare drought-management measures and
support vulnerable farming communi-
ties.

The IMD and other agencies continue to
monitor the evolving ocean-atmosphere
conditions and issue forecasts and advi-
sories. The government has also been
reviewing the impact of El Nino, rainfall
distribution, water storage and agricul-
tural conditions as part of its prepared-
ness measures.

With the monsoon still underway,
experts say the coming months will be
crucial in determining the extent of El
Nino's impact on India's water resources,
agriculture and temperatures.

Revanth Urges Diaspora to

Champion Telangana Rising

e

London, August 23 | TPN Bureau

One N Only Wins
Governor's Trophy
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Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The Hyderabad Monsoon Races-2026
witnessed an exciting finish as One N
Only emerged victorious in the presti-
gious Governor's Trophy at the
Hyderabad Race Club in Malakpet.
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, who is the
Chief Patron of the Hyderabad Race
Club, witnessed the race from the
Governor's Box. The Governor's Trophy
was contested over a distance of 1,200
metres, with One N Only securing the
top position.

The winning horse was ridden by jockey
Akshay Kumar and trained by D. Netto.
Following the race, Governor Shukla
presented the Governor's Trophy to the
winning owners Ramaseshu Eyunni,
Shankar Srinivas, Ashok Ranpise and
Donald Anthony Netto.

The Governor congratulated the owners,
jockey, trainer and the entire team for
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their achievement. The victory added

another highlight to the ongoing
Hyderabad Monsoon Races, which
attract racing enthusiasts and participants
from across the region.

Earlier, the Governor visited the
Hyderabad Race Club Museum, where
he was briefed about the history and evo-
lution of the club. Officials and represen-
tatives explained the institution's heritage
and its role in promoting horse racing in
Hyderabad. The Governor's participation
added significance to the day's racing
programme, with the Governor's Trophy
remaining one of the prominent events of
the season. The Hyderabad Monsoon
Races continue to draw considerable
interest among racing fans, with several
competitive events scheduled as part of
the 2026 season. The victory of One N
Only is expected to be remembered as
one of the notable results of this year's
Governor's Trophy.

Revanth Alleges Political
Motive Behind US Visit Denial

London, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Sunday alleged that political
considerations were behind the Centre's
decision to deny clearance for his pro-
posed visit to the United States. Speaking
in London, he said he would provide a
detailed response on the issue after
returning to Hyderabad.

Reddy said he would head back to
Hyderabad from London instead of trav-
elling to Boston, as originally planned.
His office had earlier announced that the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) had
denied political clearance for the US leg
of his foreign tour. The Telangana gov-
ernment had sought permission for visits
to both the United Kingdom and the US,
but clearance was granted only for the
UK leg.

The Chief Minister had embarked on a
10-day overseas tour on August 20 with
a "Telangana Rising" delegation. The US
itinerary was expected to include meet-
ings with universities and educational
institutions to explore collaborations and
encourage them to establish campuses in
Telangana's proposed Bharat Future City.
Following the denial, the official delega-
tion was instructed to proceed with its
planned US engagements.

The MEA later said the proposed pro-
gramme was not considered appropriate
in relation to the office held and the stat-
ed purpose of the visit. The explanation
has become a point of political con-
tention between the Telangana govern-
ment and the Centre.

Reddy thanked Congress

president
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Mallikarjun Kharge and other party lead-
ers for their support over the issue.
Kharge has criticised the Centre's deci-
sion as unfair, while the Indian Overseas
Congress alleged that different standards
were being applied to chief ministers
belonging to different political parties.
The dispute has triggered a wider politi-
cal debate over the process for granting
political clearance to elected state leaders
undertaking foreign visits. The Congress
has questioned the Centre's decision,
while the Union government has main-
tained that the proposed programme did
not meet the required criteria.
Reddy said he had completed his sched-
uled London engagements and would
return to Hyderabad on August 23. He
indicated that he would discuss the cir-
cumstances surrounding the denied
clearance in greater detail after reaching
the State capital.

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy called upon the Telugu diaspora in
London to actively support and promote
the State's "Telangana Rising" vision
across the world.

The Chief Minister, accompanied by IT
and Industries Minister Duddilla Sridhar
Babu, met members of the Telugu com-
munity in London on Sunday. The lead-
ers interacted with the diaspora and held
discussions on Telangana's development
priorities, economic growth and future
opportunities.

Revanth Reddy urged members of the
Telugu community living abroad to
become active partners in the State's
development. He said their international
experience, professional networks and
connections could contribute significant-
ly to Telangana's growth ambitions.

The Chief Minister asked the diaspora to
serve as ambassadors for "Telangana
Rising" and help project the State as an
attractive destination for investments,
innovation, technology and business
partnerships. He said the government
was working towards building a progres-
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sive Telangana with opportunities for
people across different sectors.

During the interaction, the Chief
Minister and Sridhar Babu discussed the
State government's development agenda
and the potential role of the global
Telugu community in supporting it. The
meeting also provided an opportunity for
diaspora members to share their views
and suggestions on Telangana's future
development. Revanth Reddy said the
government wanted the Telugu diaspora
to remain closely connected with the
State and contribute to its transformation
while pursuing opportunities abroad.

He appealed to the community to spread
awareness about Telangana's develop-
ment initiatives and help attract invest-
ments and collaborations from interna-
tional companies and institutions.

The Chief Minister's interaction with the
London-based Telugu diaspora is part of
efforts to strengthen Telangana's engage-
ment with its global community and
build wider support for the "Telangana
Rising" initiative.

Sridhar Babu also participated in the dis-
cussions and interacted with community
representatives during the meeting.

Governor's Visit
Scheduled for August 25

Nizamabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
is scheduled to visit Nizamabad on
August 25, where he will participate in
an anti-drug awareness programme and
interact with local farmers.

According to the district administration,
the Governor will attend the awareness
programme at the Police Parade Ground
as the chief guest. The event is expected
to focus on creating greater public
awareness about the harmful effects of
drug abuse and the need for collective
efforts to prevent substance addiction.
Following the programme, Shukla will
visit the headquarters of the National
Turmeric Board in Nizamabad. He is
scheduled to interact with turmeric farm-
ers and learn about issues concerning the
crop, including cultivation, marketing
and the welfare of farming communities.
After completing his engagements, the
Governor will return to the Integrated
District Offices Complex before pro-
ceeding to Begumpet Airport by helicop-
ter.

The district administration and police

commissionerate have begun making
arrangements for the Governor's visit.
Officials are coordinating security, traffic
management and other logistical require-
ments to ensure the programmes are con-
ducted smoothly.

The Governor's interaction with turmeric
farmers is expected to provide an oppor-
tunity for growers to present their con-
cerns and discuss measures aimed at
strengthening the turmeric sector.
Nizamabad is an important
turmeric-growing region, and the P
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Minister Warns Hospitals
Against Unnecessary Referrals

Hyderabad, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

Health Minister Damodar
Rajanarsimha has directed
government hospitals to
refer patients to higher-
level facilities only when
medically necessary or in
emergency situations. He
warned that unnecessary
referrals were causing
inconvenience to patients
and placing avoidable
pressure on tertiary-care
hospitals.

During a review of hospi-
tals functioning under the
Directorate of Secondary
Health Care (DSH) on
Saturday, the Minister said
the practice of unnecessary
referrals had declined in
several institutions.
However, reports of
patients being sent to high-
er centres even for minor
ailments were still being
received.

Rajanarsimha warned that
strict action would be
taken against hospitals and
officials if unjustified
referrals continued. He
said Community Health
Centres (CHCs), area hos-
pitals and district hospitals
should be strengthened to
provide comprehensive
treatment locally, includ-
ing major surgical proce-
dures.

Doctors were instructed to
assess patients carefully
and refer them only when
there was a valid medical
reason. In unavoidable
emergency cases, the refer-
ring hospital should con-
tact the receiving facility in
advance and coordinate
with its medical team to
ensure uninterrupted treat-
ment.

The Minister directed DSH
officials to make optimum

use of available doctors,
nursing staff, beds, equip-
ment and diagnostic facili-
ties before sending patients
elsewhere.

He said the government
had recruited 1,616 spe-
cialist doctors for district
and area hospitals and
CHCs, while 607 assistant
professor posts had also
been filled in teaching hos-
pitals. Infrastructure and
medical equipment were
being upgraded alongside
the recruitment drive, he
added.

Rajanarsimha instructed
DSH officials to conduct
surprise inspections of hos-
pitals at least once every
week. The inspections
should cover staff atten-
dance, medicine availabili-
ty, functioning of medical
equipment, diagnostic
services, sanitation, drink-
ing water and biomedical
waste management.

He warned that unautho-
rised absence, leaving duty
before scheduled hours and
negligence would attract
disciplinary action.
Officials were also told to
identify infrastructure and
operational shortcomings
at an early stage and
resolve them promptly.
The Minister said strength-
ening secondary-level
healthcare would reduce
unnecessary travel for
patients, improve access to
treatment in districts and
help tertiary-care hospitals
concentrate on serious and
complex medical cases.
The directions are part of
the State government's
efforts to improve the
functioning of public hos-
pitals and ensure that
patients receive appropri-
ate treatment closer to their
homes.

Laxman Kumar
Reviews Tribal Welfare

Utnoor, August 23 | TPN Bureau

SC, ST and Disabled Welfare Minister Adluri Laxman
Kumar said the Telangana government remains committed
to strengthening welfare and development programmes for
SC, ST and BC communities. He made the remarks during
a review meeting on the implementation of welfare schemes
for SC, ST and disabled communities at Utnoor on Saturday.
The Minister said Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy was
giving priority to the education and welfare of disadvan-
taged communities. He assured officials and representatives
that he would bring the shortage of funds for tribal welfare
schemes under the Integrated Tribal Development Agency
(ITDA) to the Chief Minister's attention.

Laxman Kumar said an emergency allocation of Rs 42 crore
was required for ITDA, Utnoor, and stressed that adequate
financial resources were essential for implementing welfare

and development programmes.

Earlier, the Minister, along with Khanapur MLA Vedma
Bojju, MLC Dande Vittal, Collector Rajarshi Shah and
ITDA Project Officer Manda Makarandu, distributed school
uniforms, bags and bed sheets to students of the Ashram
Tribal School for Girls in Utnoor.

The Minister also inaugurated an IF panel in a classroom
and had lunch with the students. He interacted with them
and reviewed facilities available at the institution.

Adilabad MP Godam Nagesh instructed senior officials of
the Tribal Welfare Department to submit utilisation certifi-
cates for funds received from the Centre. He said timely
submission of the documents would help the constituency
become eligible for additional funds for tribal and SC wel-
fare and development programmes.

Khanapur MLA Vedma Bojju, Asifabad MLA Kova Laxmi,
Boath MLA Anil Jadhav and MLC Dande Vittal raised
issues concerning the Rights of Forest Dwellers Act
(ROFR), Podu cultivation, forest-related matters and
Indiramma housing. They urged the Minister to issue clear
directions to forest officials to ensure that tribal and non-
tribal residents in forest areas were not subjected to harass-

ment.
Tribal
Schools

Welfare Commissioner
Secretary Seetha Mahalaxmi,

Santhosh, Residential
SC and BC

Corporations Vice-Chairman and Managing Director Dr
Mallaiah Bhattu, and Social Welfare Residential Society
Secretary Sharada were among the officials present.

The Minister directed officials to continue monitoring wel-
fare schemes and address implementation-related issues

faced by beneficiaries.

Narayankhed, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

State Medical and Health
Minister Damodar Raja
Narasimha said the Telangana
government is strengthening
public healthcare infrastruc-
ture with the aim of making
nearly 90% of medical treat-
ments available at the district
level.The Minister was speak-
ing during his visit to
Narayankhed constituency in
Sangareddy district, where he
inaugurated the newly estab-
lished Balaji Anuradha Super
Speciality Hospital along with
local MLA Dr. Sanjeeva
Reddy.

During the visit, the Minister
inspected various departments
of the newly established hos-
pital and appreciated its man-
agement for setting up the
facility to address the health-
care requirements of people in
Narayankhed and surrounding
areas.

Raja Narasimha said the State

TELANGANA

government was giving prior-
ity to the development of both
education and healthcare sec-
tors. He stated that efforts
were underway to strengthen
government hospitals and
improve public health servic-
es so that people could access
quality treatment closer to
their homes.

The Minister also observed
that public confidence in gov-
ernment hospitals has been
increasing due to improve-
ments in medical services and
infrastructure. ~ He  said
strengthening the public
healthcare system would help
reduce the need for patients to
travel to major cities for treat-
ment.The newly inaugurated
super speciality hospital is
expected to provide advanced
medical services to residents
of Narayankhed and neigh-
bouring areas, expanding
access to specialised health-
care in the region.Sangareddy
District Collector Prateek
Jain, District Superintendent

of Police Paritosh Pankaj,
Narayankhed Sub-Collector

Harini, hospital administra-
tors Dr. Patlolla Anurag
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0% Medical Care to Be
Available at District Level

Reddy and Dr. K. Sridhar,
local public representatives

?

and hospital staff attended the
inauguration.

Second Phase of Indiramma

Houses

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana government is
preparing to launch the second
phase of the Indiramma hous-
ing programme, with benefici-
ary selection and sanction pro-
cedures targeted for comple-
tion by September 15. The ini-
tiative is expected to provide
housing assistance to 2.5 lakh
economically weaker families
across the State.

The government has been
implementing the housing
programme in phases. While
construction of many houses
sanctioned during the first
phase has been completed,
officials are working to finish
the remaining units and facili-
tate housewarming cere-
monies. With the first phase
nearing completion, attention

has now shifted towards iden-
tifying beneficiaries for the
second phase.

Under the latest plan, 2,500
houses will be sanctioned in
each of 100 Assembly con-
stituencies, excluding con-
stituencies within Hyderabad
city limits. Officials have been
instructed to verify applica-
tions, identify eligible families
and prepare final beneficiary
lists before the September 15
deadline.

A State-wide survey found
that around 50,000 families
are still living in huts. The
government has decided to
give priority to these house-
holds while finalising benefi-
ciaries for the second phase.
The State has earmarked Rs
10,400 crore for the second
phase. Of this, approximately
Rs 9,000 crore is proposed to

by September 15

be spent on constructing 1.8
lakh houses, with assistance of
Rs 5 lakh allocated per house.
Apart from the government-
constructed houses, families
that already own land can
receive Rs 5 lakh in financial
assistance to build their
homes. The amount is released
in four installments based on
construction progress.
Women's self-help groups are
also facilitating loans of up to
Rs 1 lakh for house construc-
tion.

The government has addition-
ally introduced a "Roof
Renewal" initiative to support
repairs and reconstruction of
existing houses. Under the
programme, 70,000 houses are
expected to receive assistance.
Around 700 houses per con-
stituency will be selected, with
eligible beneficiaries receiv-

ing Rs 2 lakh towards roof
renovation or reconstruction.

District Collectors have been
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of identifying and verifying
beneficiaries. Lists prepared at
the field level will be reviewed
by Collectors and subsequent-

ly forwarded to the respective
District In-charge Ministers.
The final beneficiary names
will be announced after
approval.

Officials have been directed to
complete the verification
process within the stipulated

timeline so that sanction let-
ters can be issued without
delay. The  government
expects the second phase to
provide greater housing secu-
rity to families who were left
out of the first phase and meet
eligibility criteria.

Nalgonda to Get Super Smart City Push

Nalgonda, August 23 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy has said that transform-
ing Nalgonda town into a
"Super Smart City" with
improved infrastructure and
facilities across sectors is one
of his key priorities.

Speaking after inaugurating
additional rooms and a confer-
ence hall at the Nalgonda
Club, constructed at a cost of
Rs 2 crore, the Minister said
he would continue to support
initiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing the club and improving
facilities for its members.
Komatireddy announced that
works worth Rs 125 crore
have been taken up to provide
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a reliable 24-hour drinking
water supply to residents of
Nalgonda. He said the project

I“ﬂUlIUHA]IﬂH OF SECOND FLDOR

LT

GUEST ROOMS AND CONFEREMCE HALI

- e
is expected to be completed
within six months, providing a
major boost to the town's basic

Transport Workers Gall 0ff Strike
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Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana Transport Joint Action Committee
(JAC) on Sunday night announced the withdrawal of
its proposed indefinite strike, which was scheduled
to begin on Monday, August 24, following assur-
ances from Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar.

In a statement, the JAC said the minister had
responded positively to the concerns raised by auto,
cab and other transport workers. The committee said

assurances were given on several key demands, the

including the establishment of a welfare board, revi-
sion of auto and cab fares, and financial assistance
of up to Rs 1.50 lakh for electric-vehicle retrofitting.
The JAC also said discussions covered per-kilome-
tre and per-minute fare mechanisms for cabs, autos
and goods transport under the Motor Vehicle
Aggregator Guidelines. Regulation of private vehi-
cles being used for commercial transport services
was another issue raised by the workers.

Expressing appreciation for the government's
response, JAC leaders decided to withdraw the
strike call and urged workers to take note of the

developments.

Earlier on Sunday, Minister Ponnam Prabhakar had
appealed to transport workers to reconsider the

and

He said the
government was com-
mitted to establishing
a welfare board for
drivers
framing the necessary
guidelines. He also
announced financial
support of up to Rs
1.50 lakh to encourage
conversion of
existing petrol, diesel

strike.

auto

autos to electric vehi-
cles.

The proposed strike
had created uncertain-
ty among residents, particularly parents of school-
going children, who were concerned about the pos-
sible disruption of school transport services.

Some parents had even appealed to the government
to consider declaring a holiday if the strike went
ahead.

Transport unions had earlier highlighted the finan-
cial difficulties faced by auto drivers and alleged
that government policies had adversely affected

after

gas-powered
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welfare measures.
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their livelihoods. JAC leaders had also claimed that
around 200 auto drivers had died by suicide in
Telangana over the past three years, an allegation
that formed part of their wider demand for stronger

The withdrawal of the strike is expected to provide

temporary relief to commuters and school-going
families while discussions between the government
and transport workers continue.

infrastructure.
The Minister also highlighted
the importance of completing

the Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC)  tunnel project,
describing it as one of his
major objectives. He said
efforts were underway to
secure the required funds in
line with Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy's commitment
and with the cooperation of
Irrigation Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy.According to
Komatireddy, the government
is working to accelerate the
project and has set a target of
completing the tunnel works
by August 2028.He empha-
sized that the development of
Nalgonda requires coordinated
efforts across sectors, includ-
ing drinking water, irrigation,
urban infrastructure and public
amenities. The Minister said

the government would contin-
ue to focus on projects that
improve living standards and
promote long-term growth in
the district.

The announcement of the
drinking water project and the
proposed timeline for the
SLBC tunnel are expected to
be closely watched by resi-
dents and farmers in the
region, given the importance
of dependable water resources
to both urban and rural com-
munities.

Komatireddy reiterated that
the development of Nalgonda
remains a long-term commit-
ment and that he would work
to ensure that major infrastruc-
ture projects are completed
within the stipulated timelines.

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau
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in rural areas.

He assured that eligible auto workers and their
families would be considered for applicable
welfare programmes, including ration cards
and other government benefits.

Ponnam pointed out that auto-rickshaw fares
had not been revised since 2012 despite
increases in fuel prices, vehicle costs and main-
tenance expenses. He said the government
would constitute a special committee to exam-

Minister
Prabhakar has appealed to auto-rickshaw driv-
ers to withdraw their proposed strike, assuring
them that the government is prepared to address
their concerns through discussions and policy
measures.Ponnam said strikes would not pro-
vide a lasting solution to the problems faced by
auto drivers and urged representatives to
engage with the government. He announced
that the State Cabinet had decided to establish a
dedicated welfare board for auto-rickshaw
drivers. The board will be constituted after the
necessary guidelines are finalised.

The Minister said the government was also
examining measures to improve the financial
security of drivers, particularly those working

ine the

demand for

a fare revision.

Representatives of auto drivers, Transport

Ponnam

reached.

Department officials and other stakeholders
would be included so that the issue could be
examined comprehensively and a fair decision

The Minister also announced government sup-
port of up to Rs 1.50 lakh per vehicle for eligi-
ble auto-rickshaw owners who shift from
petrol, diesel or gas-powered vehicles to elec-
tric autos through the proposed retrofitting and
replacement measures.

He said the initiative was aimed at reducing
pollution in Hyderabad while also easing the
financial burden on auto drivers.

He urged auto-rickshaw unions and drivers to
reconsider the proposed strike and participate
in discussions with officials. The Minister said

the government would examine the sector's

economic challenges while ensuring that wel-
fare and environmental objectives were bal-
anced.The proposals come amid growing con-

cerns among auto workers over rising operating

costs and their income prospects.

The government's proposed welfare board, fare
review and assistance for electric vehicles are
expected to form key components of its
approach towards the sector.
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"God Has Given Me an Opportunity to Serve My Janmabhoomi
After Serving My Karmabhoomi," Says Praveen Prakash

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

Q. As an IAS officer, you worked within the administrative sys-
tem for decades. What convinced you that you could bring
greater change by entering politics rather than continuing to
contribute through public administration?

A. Given a choice, I would have continued in the IAS until
2031. I had intended to complete my service and continue con-
tributing through public administration. However, due to certain
special circumstances, I had to come out of the service earlier
than planned.

Now that I have left the service, I have returned to my native
place. In a way, I feel that perhaps God has given me an oppor-
tunity to serve my birthplace after spending most of my career
serving my karmabhoomi. Maybe this was the path that was
meant for me.

So, rather than looking at it as a choice between administration
and politics, I see it as a new opportunity to continue serving
people in a different capacity. I am simply going with the flow
and taking this journey forward with that belief.

Q. Your campaign poster highlights your 30 years of IAS
experience, education at IIT Kanpur and the Maxwell School
in the US. Do you believe these credentials will influence vot-
ers, or do you still need to build a strong grassroots
connection with them?

A. Ultimately, in an election, the people are
the judges and I am the candidate. My cre-
dentials are like a CV that I am present-
ing before them. My 30 years in the
IAS represent experience across var-
ious public systems, including pub-
lic health, education, infrastructure,
urban governance and anti-corrup-
tion measures. That experience
gives me an understanding of how
different systems work and how
public issues can be addressed.

My education at IIT Kanpur has
given me a technical and analytical
perspective. Being an IIT Kanpur
graduate from Uttar Pradesh who is now
seeking to contest an Assembly election is
also relatively unusual. Generally, people
from this background do not enter electoral poli-
tics. I hope that demonstrates my sincerity and
my willingness to step outside my comfort
zone to serve people.

My education at the Maxwell School of
Public Policy has also given me expo-
sure to public policy and best prac-
tices from around the world. But I

see all these credentials only as an
initial introduction. They cannot
substitute for a genuine connection

with voters.

After that introduction, I want to be

their advocate. People should feel
comfortable approaching me and
reaching out to me with their prob-
lems. Throughout the campaign, my
most important objective is to convince
the four lakh voters that I can be like a
member of their family-that they will have
access to me and the freedom to speak to me
openly.

That kind of relationship cannot be created through a poster or
a CV. It has to be built personally. That is why I have started
going door to door and shop to shop and spending five to six
hours every day meeting people. Building that personal connec-
tion with the people is a separate journey, and I believe it is the
most important part of this campaign.

Q. Varanasi Cantonment has traditionally been a strong BJP
constituency. Why do you believe Congress can challenge the
BJP's established political strength here in the 2027 Assembly
elections?

A. There is a new trend in politics today, with many young peo-
ple, including those from Generations Y and Z, entering public
life. I belong to Generation X, having been born in 1971. At 55,
with 30 years of experience in the IAS, I felt that I should take
on the most difficult seat rather than choose an easier option.
From the Uttar Pradesh perspective, Varanasi Cantonment has
been with the BJP for nearly three decades. I am consciously
putting forward an alternative perspective and seeking to chal-
lenge an established political pattern.

I deliberately chose Varanasi Cantonment because it is one of
the most difficult constituencies to contest. If I can succeed here
by convincing people and earning their trust, it will give confi-
dence to others as well. It will demonstrate that electoral politics
is dynamic and that established political equations can change

Governor's Visit

when you are able to connect with people and win their confi-
dence.

That is why I consciously chose Varanasi Cantonment. I believe
that if we want to bring change, we should be willing to take on
the most difficult challenges first.

Q. Is there any assurance from the Congress high command
regarding your candidature?

A. Generally, the present practice in most political parties is to
allow two or three potential candidates to prepare for a con-
stituency. Towards the end, the party conducts surveys and
selects one candidate from among them.

At present, I am among the final three candidates being consid-
ered. Whether I will be selected as the final candidate is some-
thing only time and the party's survey will tell. The decision is
likely to be taken around November or December.

Q. Why did you particularly choose this constituency? Is
Varanasi Cantonment your native constituency, or do you have
any personal connection with the area?
A. T have been living in Varanasi since 2002. In many ways,
Varanasi is similar to places like Visakhapatnam or Tirupati,
where government employees from surrounding regions often
settle after retirement. Varanasi serves as a major settlement for
government employees from across the Purvanchal region after
their retirement.
My father was also a government employee, and
after his retirement, our family settled in
Varanasi. We have been living here ever
since, and we currently reside in the
Varanasi Cantonment constituency.
So, while it may not be my ancestral
or native constituency, I have a long-
standing personal connection with
Varanasi. Having lived here for
more

two decades, I felt that this was the
constituency where I should seek an
opportunity to serve.

Q. You spent a major part of your
administrative career in Andhra Pradesh.
How will you convince Varanasi

Cantonment voters that you understand their
local problems and aspirations as deeply as lead-
ers who have worked here at the grassroots level?
A. I understood from the beginning that this would be one of the
first questions people would ask me. So, after taking VRS in
2024, the first thing I did was to familiarise myself with the con-
stituency at the grassroots level. There are around 400 polling
stations in the constituency, and I personally walked to all of
them. Today, I can visit any polling station and the surrounding
colonies and have a fair understanding of the local area.
The next step was to interact with people through our Congress
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network. Through these interactions, I have developed a fairly
clear understanding of the problems and concerns of the con-
stituency.

My administrative experience also gives me another advantage.
The same problem can be addressed differently by different
governments and administrations depending on the local con-
text. I have seen how various issues were handled in Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. My experience in
the IAS has also exposed me to international best practices.
The challenge is to adapt those experiences and best practices to
the specific needs of Varanasi. Whether the issue is healthcare,
education, youth employment, urban infrastructure or
corruption, I believe I can combine my administra-
tive experience with local understanding to
develop practical solutions.

In simple terms, my approach is: think
globally and act locally.

Q. Are you planning to undertake exten-
sive door-to-door interactions and
meetings with residents before the elec-
tion? What are the key issues you want
to understand directly from the people
of the constituency?
A. Yes, I have already started this out-
reach. People have different concerns
depending on their trade, business or profes-
sion, so | want to listen to all of them directly
and understand their individual as well as com-
mon problems.
My main focus over the next two to three months is to max-
imise direct door-to-door contact with residents. I am undertak-
ing this in the form of a padayatra, walking through the con-
stituency and meeting people personally.
I am spending around six to seven hours every day on this out-
reach. My priority is to listen first, understand the concerns of
different sections of society and then identify the key issues that
need to be taken up for the constituency.
Q. Do you think voters in Varanasi Cantonment will give spe-
cial importance to your IAS background and educational quali-
fications, or will issues such as employment, roads, sanitation,
drainage, education and local infrastructure matter more to
them?
A. Ultimately, as a people's representative, my responsibility
will be to solve these problems. My IAS experience and educa-
tional background may make me better equipped to understand
and address them, but that background has no value to people if
I cannot deliver results.
I am very clear about that. My experience and qualifications are
only meant to tell people that I am capable of taking on these
challenges and that they should give me an opportunity to prove
myself.
My message to the people is simple: Give Congress one chance.
The BJP has been here for nearly 30 years. Give us one oppor-
tunity and compare our performance with what has been done so
far. That is the appeal I want to make to the voters: Give us one
chance.
Q. Why did you choose the Congress as your political plat-
form? What specifically attracted you to the party and its
leadership at this stage of your career?

A. Having worked in government for many years, I
believe that economic development is one of the most
important priorities for any society. For me, develop-
ment should be inclusive, with a focus on increasing
the incomes and opportunities of the poor and the mid-
dle class.

Take the Banarasi saree industry, for example. If we
want to make Banarasi sarees more prominent globally
and expand the industry, the benefits should reach every-
one involved, irrespective of their community or religion.
The objective should be to bring people together and create
broader economic opportunities.
This philosophy of inclusive development and increasing the
incomes of the poor and middle class is close to the Congress
ideology, and that is what attracted me to the party.
At the same time, I respect the fact that different political ide-
ologies exist. Every country has different political schools of
thought, and India is no exception.
The Congress and BJP represent different ideological approach-
es, and both have existed for a long time because they have
found support among people.
I am proud of the ideology that I have chosen and that has
attracted me to Congress. But that does not mean I look down
upon people who follow a different ideology. I respect the dem-
ocratic space for different political viewpoints while remaining
committed to the ideology I believe in.
Q. When did you join the Congress?
A. I have been associated with the Congress for about a year
now. It has been a gradual association rather than something that
happened overnight.
Q. As a former senior bureaucrat, you have seen governments
and political parties function from close quarters. What are the
biggest differences you expect to encounter when you move
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from administration to electoral politics?
A. Earlier, as a bureaucrat, there was another layer-the political
executive-from whom we would receive guidance and feedback
on whether we were moving in the right direction. As a people's
representative, there will be no such intermediary. I will be
directly accountable to the people.
The second major difference is the nature of the role itself. As a
bureaucrat, | was primarily an implementer or executor. Once
feedback and directions were received, my responsibility was to
execute them through the administrative system.
As a people's representative, my role will be different. I will
become a bridge between the people and the govern-
ment. I will listen to people's concerns, understand
their aspirations, provide feedback to the gov-
ernment and ensure that their voices are
heard.
So, in simple terms, a bureaucrat is an
implementer, while a people's representa-
tive is a bridge between the people and
the government.
Q. If the Congress gives you the oppor-
tunity to contest from Varanasi
Cantonment, what would be the three
most important issues on which you
would seek the people's mandate?
A. My first priority would be employment
generation. I want to attract more industries
and economic activity to Varanasi so that more
employment opportunities are created for local
people.

My second priority would be the removal of corruption.
During my interactions with people, I have found that corrup-
tion is a major concern in Varanasi. Addressing it and ensuring
greater transparency in public services would be one of my key
objectives.

The third priority would be urban development, particularly
improving municipal services and the functioning of the munic-
ipal administration.
So, my three key priorities would be employment generation,
eliminating corruption and improving urban development and
municipal services.

Q. Do you have any political background in your family?

A. No, I am the first person in my family to enter politics. I
come from a family of government employees. My father, my
brothers, my uncles and I have all been part of government serv-
ice. There is no political background in my family.

Q. As an IAS officer, you had the authority to implement deci-
sions. Today, you are seeking the people's mandate to serve as
their elected representative. Why should a Varanasi Cantonment
voter choose an administrator-turned-politician over a tradition-
al grassroots politician?

A. A policy or an Act is only as good as its implementation. We
may create an excellent policy, but if we are unable to imple-
ment it effectively, it serves little purpose.

My 30 years in the IAS have given me extensive experience in
implementing policies and understanding what works on the
ground. That experience has also helped me develop the ability
to translate people's aspirations and demands into practical and
implementable policy frameworks.

I believe this is one of the key advantages I bring. I can under-
stand people's concerns, but at the same time, I know how to
design policies that can actually be implemented through the
government machinery.

Ultimately, what is the benefit of a policy that exists only on
paper? My administrative experience gives me the ability to
bridge that gap between policy formulation and effective imple-
mentation.

Q. How supportive is your family of your decision to enter pol-
itics, especially since your family has a background in govern-
ment service?

A. As middle-class families, we are generally risk-averse. We do
not want our nearest and dearest to take major risks because we
worry that if things do not work out, they may have to face sig-
nificant hardship.

In my case, there are several uncertainties. Will I get the party
ticket? If I get it, will I win the election? These are all big ques-
tions. Generally, middle-class families in India tend to discour-
age their members from taking such risks. That is also one rea-
son why entrepreneurship is relatively less common in our coun-
try.

We often have a similar attitude even when it comes to national
service. We believe that the best people should serve as soldiers
and defend the country, but instinctively, we would prefer that
someone else's family takes that risk rather than our own.
Politics is also seen as a profession involving considerable
uncertainty and risk. So, my family understands my decision
and tells me that, at my age and with my experience, I should
know what is best for me. But I would not describe their
response as wholehearted or open-hearted support. They are
accepting my decision, but they are naturally concerned about
the risks involved.
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where startups and researchers can develop solu-
tions with global relevance. Revanth Reddy said

Scheduled for August 25

Continue

establishment of the National Turmeric Board
headquarters in the district has raised expectations
among farmers regarding better market support
and opportunities for the crop.(Authorities have
been directed to ensure adequate arrangements at
all venues ahead of the Governor's visit.

Revanth Hails India’s Space Achievements

Continue

demonstrated the country's scientific and techno-
logical capabilities on the global stage. He noted
that the successful landing near the Moon's south
polar region was the result of years of dedicated
research, hard work and perseverance by scientists
and technical teams.

Revanth Reddy congratulated all those who con-
tributed to the landmark achievement and said their

efforts had strengthened India's position in the
international space sector.

The Chief Minister also highlighted Telangana's
emerging role in the space technology sector. He
said the State was encouraging startups and creat-
ing opportunities for innovation, particularly
among young entrepreneurs and technology pro-
fessionals.

Calling upon the youth to pursue new ideas and

ambitious goals, Revanth Reddy said innovation
would play a crucial role in shaping the future. He
encouraged young people to think boldly, experi-
ment with new technologies and remain persistent
in pursuing their aspirations. He emphasised the
importance of knowledge and innovation in build-
ing a stronger technology ecosystem in Telangana.
The State, he said, should continue to support
emerging technologies and create an environment

India's achievements in space should inspire the
younger generation to explore new frontiers in sci-
ence and technology. He expressed confidence that
Telangana's growing space-tech ecosystem could
contribute significantly to the country's future
ambitions in the sector. His National Space Day
message underlined the importance of scientific
research, technological advancement and youth-
led innovation in strengthening India's position as
a leading space-faring nation.
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Police Deny Permission
for BJP Fee Protest

Hyderabad, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has launched a protest
campaign titled "Fee
Arrears - BJP Ladai" to
demand the release of pend-
ing fee reimbursement dues
from the Telangana govern-
ment.

The party had planned a
two-day protest at its office,
seeking the immediate
clearance of approximately
Rs 15,000 crore in outstand-
ing fee reimbursement pay-
ments. BJP leaders and
cadres had reportedly made
arrangements for the pro-
gramme and called for par-
ticipation to press the gov-
ernment on the issue.
However, police authorities
have denied permission to
conduct the protest at the
party office. Officials cited
the possibility of law-and-
order problems as the reason
for rejecting the request.
The denial has led to a dis-
agreement between the BJP
and police authorities, with
party cadres maintaining
that the protest would pro-
ceed despite the lack of offi-
cial permission.

BJP leaders have accused
the government of delaying
payments that are important
for students and educational

NISSIONER OF POLICE,
D,

Jaszealint o) >

institutions. They said the
protest was intended to draw
attention to the financial
burden caused by the pend-
ing reimbursements and
demand immediate action
from the government.

Party workers have been
urged to remain prepared for
the proposed agitation and
participate in large numbers.
The BJP has indicated that it
will continue its campaign
until the fee reimbursement
arrears are released.

The development is expect-
ed to intensify the political
confrontation between the
BJP and the State govern-
ment over student welfare
and education-related fund-
ing.

MLA Vivekananda

Quthbullapur, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

BRS Legislature Party
Whip and Quthbullapur
MLA KP Vivekananda said
he would continue to sup-
port initiatives aimed at pro-
tecting the self-respect,
unity and development of
the Banjara community. He
made the remarks while
inaugurating a newly con-
structed Banjara Bhavan at
Shivalayanagar in Division
129, Suraram.

The building was construct-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs
12 lakh through personal
funds under the aegis of the
KM Pandu Memorial Trust.
Speaking at the event,
Vivekananda said public
service based on the ideals
of his father, KM Pandu,
would remain a lasting lega-
cy. He expressed confi-
dence that the new facility
would become a platform
for the Banjara community
to strengthen its unity and
pursue developmental
activities.

The MLA recalled the com-
munity's contribution to his
political journey, stating
that Banjara voters had
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played an important role in
his election as Quthbullapur
MLA on three occasions.
He said he was particularly
grateful for their support in
securing his third victory
with the highest majority in
the State.

Vivekananda assured the
community that he would
continue to extend his coop-
eration for its welfare and
progress. He said efforts
would be made to address
issues affecting the commu-
nity and support initiatives
that promote its social
development.

Banjara women welcomed
the MLA with traditional
dance performances follow-
ing his arrival at the venue.
Former corporators
Satyanarayana and Suresh
Reddy, division presidents
Puppala Bhaskar and Pole
Srikanth, and senior leaders
Varala Vinod, Kondakalla
Srinivas Reddy, Dr. Huss
ain, Kola Srikanth, Feroz
and Maheshwar Reddy atte
nded the programme. Wom
en's wing president Hem
alatha Reddy and repres
entatives and members of
the Banjara Welfare Asso
ciation were also present.

Two Killed in
Building Collapse

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau
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Quthbullapur, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

A shed construction coming
up near Gagillapur in
Dundigal Circle has triggered
concerns among local resi-
dents, who are questioning
whether the structure has
obtained the required permis-
sions. The construction is
reportedly being carried out
near Tea Time, along the
Gandimaisamma-Narsapur
main road in Survey No. 144.
Residents have alleged that
construction activity is contin-
uing despite the absence of
clarity over approvals from the
concerned authorities. They
have questioned why the Town
Planning department has not
intervened, particularly as the

structure is reportedly nearing
completion.

Locals have also raised ques-
tions over whether the con-
struction was undertaken dur-
ing holidays to avoid scrutiny.
Some residents claimed that
there were rumours that the
work was being accelerated
with an assurance that any
official intervention would be
managed.

These allegations, however,
require verification by the
concerned authorities.

The Town Planning depart-
ment is responsible for moni-
toring building activity and
taking action against unautho-
rised constructions. Residents
said the apparent lack of inter-
vention in this case has created
doubts about whether officials
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have inspected the site and
verified the permissions.

They have urged the authori-
ties to conduct an immediate
field inspection of the shed in
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Survey No. 144 and establish
whether  all  mandatory
approvals and clearances have
been obtained.

If violations are found, resi-

= X
dents have demanded action in
accordance with municipal
regulations.

The allegations have also
prompted questions about

whether any officials or
municipal staff facilitated the
construction. No evidence
establishing such involvement
has been presented, and the
claims require an official
inquiry before any conclusions
can be drawn.

Residents said timely inspec-
tions are essential to prevent
unauthorised structures from
reaching an advanced stage of
construction.

They appealed to senior offi-
cials to examine the matter
transparently and clarify the
status of the permissions.

The key issue now is whether
the concerned authorities will
inspect the site and take appro-
priate action based on the find-
ings, or allow construction to
continue until completion.

Auto, Cab Workers Announce Statewide Strike

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN
Bureau

The Joint Action Committee
of auto, cab and school van
workers' unions has annou
nced a statewide strike to
press for solutions to their
long-pending demands.
BRTU State president Vemula
Marayya made the announce-
ment at a meeting held at

Telangana Bhavan in
Hyderabad.

According to the union lead-
ers, auto drivers across

Telangana will begin their
strike from midnight on
Sunday. In Greater
Hyderabad, drivers of autos,
cabs and school vans will

organise a major rally on
Monday at 10.30 a.m. The

rally will begin at Sundarayya
Vignana Kendram in

Baghlingampally and proceed

towards RTC Crossroads,

where the unions plan to burn
an effigy of the government.
Similar demonstrations have
been proposed at district head-
quarters across the State.

The union leaders alleged that
the Congress government had
failed to implement assur-
ances made to auto drivers
before the elections.

They said promises to estab-
lish a welfare board and pro-
vide annual financial assis-
tance of Rs 12,000 had not
been fulfilled.

They further alleged that the
Rs 5 lakh accident insurance
facility available under the
previous government had
been discontinued. With near-
ly 25 lakh auto drivers report-

edly dependent on the sector
across Telangana, the leaders
demanded stronger welfare
measures.The unions also
sought a dedicated online plat-
form to enable auto drivers to
register and resolve their
grievances.The leaders
appealed to workers to partic-
ipate in the strike in large
numbers and urged the public
to support their demands.
They also cautioned drivers
against misinformation regar-
di ng the agitation. AITUC
leader B. Venkatesham,
CITU's Srikanth, BMS repre-
sentative Ravishankar, Salim
Bhai, Praveen, Ram Reddy,
Srinivas and Majid Bhai
attended the meeting.

Two migrant tile workers from Madhya Pradesh were killed
and several others injured after an under-construction seven-
storey building collapsed at Anjaiah Nagar in Gachibowli on
Saturday. The incident occurred around 1 p.m., triggering a
major rescue operation by fire and emergency teams.

The deceased were identified as Umesh Khare and Mopath,
who were working at the site. Debris from the collapsing
structure also damaged an adjoining apartment building,
injuring residents and workers. Police have launched an
investigation into the incident. Raidurgam police registered
a criminal case against Mohammed Sajid, identified as an
accused in connection with the construction, and a contrac-
tor was also named in the case. Sajid was taken into police
custody on Sunday. Municipal authorities said the building
was an unauthorised structure constructed on a plot of about
50 square yards near or over a nala. Reports said the con-
struction had previously been stopped after complaints, but
work reportedly resumed shortly before the collapse.

The incident has raised serious questions about enforcement
of building regulations. A Town Planning report stated that
the required building permission had not been obtained and
prescribed setbacks were not maintained. Notices had
reportedly been issued to the construction site in June.
Following the tragedy, the Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation ordered a wider inspection of unauthorised con-
structions and directed officials to take enforcement action
wherever violations are found. The Town Planning Building
Officer concerned was also suspended pending disciplinary
proceedings over alleged failure to act against the unautho-
rised construction.

HYDRAA and municipal teams also monitored the demoli-
tion of the damaged structure on Sunday, while adjoining
residents were asked to vacate unsafe premises during the
operation. The authorities are continuing their investigation
to determine responsibility for the construction violations
and the circumstances that led to the fatal collapse.

Telangana Activists Rally for September 16 Meet

Tarnaka, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Md. Rahim, State President of the
Telangana Activists' Association, has
called upon activists to make the
September 16 meeting of two gener-
ations of Telangana statehood move-
ment participants a grand success.
He urged activists from across the
state to attend the programme in
large numbers and highlight their
long-pending demands.

The appeal was made during a
preparatory meeting held near
Osmania University College in
Tarnaka. Pidamarthi Ravi, who
attended the meeting as chief guest,
shared suggestions on strengthening
arrangements for the proposed gath-
ering. The programme is being
organised by research scholars and
members of the Telangana Activists'
Association.

The leaders demanded that all
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Hyderabad, August 23
Bureau
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Political analyst, economist and
commentator Parakala Prabhakar has
called upon citizens to actively pro-
tect democratic institutions and con-
stitutional rights. He was speaking at

activists who participated in the
Telangana statehood movement be
officially recognised and provided
with 250 square yards of land, iden-
tity cards, pensions, healthcare facil-
ities and employment security. They
also urged the government to speed
up the recognition process.
Organisers said the main objective
of the September 16 meeting is to
press for the early completion of the
recognition process through the KK
Committee and bring the concerns of
Telangana activists to the govern-
ment's attention. They also decided
to publicise the meeting through
national, electronic and print media
to build greater public and govern-
mental attention.

Coordinators have been appointed
for various universities and localities
to mobilise participants. K. Ugender
and Jeevan were assigned responsi-
bility for Nizam College, while
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a seminar on "80 Years of
Independence and Citizens' Rights"
organised at Sahara Estate.The pro-
gramme was presided over by Senior
Citizens' Association president N.
Adinarayana Reddy, with Prabhakar
attending as the chief guest. He said

Singari Galla Brahmam,
Raghavendra and Omkar were
appointed for PU. Dr. Manchala
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Maheshwar and others will coordi-
nate activities at Telangana
University.Several activists and

organisers participated in the meet-
ing and pledged their support for the
September 16 programme.

Citizens Must Defend
Democracy: Parakala

guard people's rights, but alleged that
ruling establishments were gradually
creating conditions that weaken con-
stitutional protections.

Prabhakar expressed concern over
the growing influence of corporate
interests on the media, saying citi-
zens were often unable to obtain bal-
anced information about government
policies and their impact. He also
claimed that several important public
issues were not receiving adequate
discussion in Parliament.

Referring to electoral reforms, he

Association for Democratic Reforms
about discrepancies in electoral data.
He argued that weaknesses in the
electoral system and inadequate
enforcement of laws could under-
mine public confidence in democra-
cy.Prabhakar also raised concerns
over the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. He alleged
that while the process was intended
to remove ineligible voters, genuine
voters could also be affected if safe-
guards were inadequate. He urged
citizens to remain vigilant and verify

elections.

He said political parties and the pub-
lic must take democratic issues seri-
ously and oppose any attempt to
weaken constitutional institutions.
Citizens, he stressed, have a collec-
tive responsibility to protect their
rights and ensure that democratic
freedoms remain intact.

Welfare  Association  president
Nomula Sudarshan Reddy and sever-
al FACA leaders, including Ravindra
Sharma, DASV Prasada Rao,
Umamaheswara Rao and Kamesh

the Constitution was created to safe-  (jed

concerns

raised by the

BJP Reviews Voter Revision Drive in Uppal

Uppal, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) held a
strategy meeting in Ramanthapur to pre-
pare for the second phase of the compre-
hensive voter revision programme in the
Uppal constituency. The meeting was
chaired by Booth Level Agent-1 Pothagani

Gopal Goud, while BJP State leader

former Uppal MLA NVSS Prabhakar

attended as the chief guest.

Addressing party leaders and workers,
Prabhakar said discipline was one of the
BIP's core principles and praised party
workers for their dedicated service.
said the party would recognise leaders
based on their seniority and contributions
when selecting candidates and giving
responsibilities for the upcoming corpora-

tion elections.

He urged leaders and workers to follow the

party's ideology, organisational rules
action plan while working

the party's growth in Telangana.
District president Girivardhan Reddy

district coordinator for the voter revision
programme Nandanam Diwakar said

towards
strengthening the BJP. He made it clear
that indiscipline would not be tolerated
and called upon workers to contribute to

and

He

Uppal constituency had performed strong-
ly during the first phase. They appreciated
the efforts of Booth Level Agent-2s, booth
coordinators and Shakti Kendra in-charges
and urged them to maintain the same
momentum during the second phase.

The leaders alleged that opposition parties
were attempting to weaken the voter revi-
sion exercise and appealed to citizens to
remain alert. They advised voters who
receive official notices to submit the

and

and

required documents within the stipulated
process.

Prabhakar also asked voters facing diffi-
culties or seeking clarification to approach
local BJP activists for assistance.

Tribal Morcha State president Ravi Naik,
State Executive Committee member

Gorige Krishna, former corporator
Srivani, senior leaders, booth coordina-
tors, Shakti Kendra in-charges and BLA-
2s participated in the meeting.

their names on electoral rolls before

Babu, attended the programme.

BJP Chief to Fast Over Fee Arrears

Hyderabad, August 23 |
TPN Bureau

BJP Telangana State presi-
dent N. Ramchander Rao
will undertake a two-day
hunger strike from August
24 to demand the release of
pending fee reimbursement
dues, party State General
Secretary Dr. N. Gautam
Rao said on Sunday.

In a statement, Gautam Rao
alleged that the Congress
government had withheld
around Rs 15,000 crore in
fee reimbursement arrears,
affecting the higher educa-
tion prospects of nearly 40
lakh students across Telan
gana. He claimed that stu-
dents from poor and middle-
class families were particu-
larly affected by the delay.
According to the BJP, Ramc
hander Rao will begin the
hunger strike at 10 a.m. on
Monday, August 24, at the
party's State office in
Nampally, Hyderabad. The
protest will continue through
August 25.Gautam Rao

alleged that delays in reim-
bursement payments had
created difficulties for stu-
dents, with some reportedly
unable to obtain college cer-
tificates and facing problems
in pursuing higher education
and employment opportuni-
ties.He said the BJP would
continue its agitation until
the State government releas
ed the outstanding fee reim-
bursement amount. Descri
bing the protest as a cam-
paign for students' rights, he
appealed to students, youth,
parents, intellectuals and
democratic groups to support
the hunger strike.

The BJP leader urged people
from across Telangana to
participate in the programme
in large numbers. .The two-
day hunger strike is part of
the BJP's campaign seeking
immediate clearance of fee
reimbursement dues. The
party reiterated its demand
that the government take
urgent steps to protect stu-
dents' educational and career
prospects.
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CPM Backs Transport Workers' Strike \Woman Dies After
Suspected Snakebite

Kothagudem, August 23 | TPN Bureau sions with the JAC.According to

Sudarshan, auto workers have been fac-

The Communist Party of India (Marxist)
has extended its full support to the pro-
posed strike by transport workers across
Telangana and appealed to the public to
back the agitation. CPM State Secretariat
member Pothineni Sudarshan said autos,
private vans and school vans would
remain off the roads from midnight on
August 23 as part of the statewide protest.
Addressing a CPM district committee
meeting at Manchikanti Bhavan, chaired
by State Committee member Annavarapu
Kanakaiah, Sudarshan demanded that the
State government immediately release the
promised Rs 12,000 financial assistance
to auto workers.He also urged the govern-
ment to drop plans to introduce electric
autos through the RTC and reconsider
policies concerning app-based transport
companies such as Rapido, Ola and Uber.

Instead, he called for the establishment of
a government-operated app-based trans-
port service that would protect the inter-
ests of drivers and passengers.Sudarshan
said the Joint Action Committee (JAC) of

Probe Demanded Into
Handloom Society Irregularities

Narayanpet, August 23 | TPN Bureau

Leaders of several political parties and
workers' organisations have demanded an
immediate inquiry into alleged irregular-
ities in three handloom societies in
Narayanpet district. They made the
demand at a press conference held at
Ambedkar Bhavan in the district head-
quarters on  Sunday.TDP leader
Omprakash Mudiraj, TRS district presi-
dent Gavinolla Srinivas, BSP district
president Bodigala Srinivas, CITU dis-
trict secretary Balram, Rajyadhikara
Party district president Krishna and
CPI(ML) Mass Line secretary Kenchi
Narayana alleged financial irregularities
in the functioning of the societies.The
leaders particularly demanded a detailed
investigation into alleged illegal transac-
tions worth Rs 51 crore in the Narayanpet
handloom society. They called for strict
action against those responsible and
sought the removal of the society presi-
dent and secretaries, accusing them of
allegedly using the organisation for per-
sonal benefit.They urged authorities to
protect the interests of genuine handloom
weavers and ensure that all eligible work-

7

ers receive society membership. The
leaders also alleged that benefits under
the Rs 5 lakh Nethanna Bima insurance
scheme intended for weavers were being
diverted to middlemen.Another issue
raised at the meeting concerned housing
plots allotted to handloom workers
through the Gandhinagar Society in
1961. The leaders said 100 weavers had
reportedly been allotted plots measuring
444 square yards and were provided with
houses, but ownership documents had
still not been issued.They demanded that
the authorities examine the matter and
provide legal ownership documents to
eligible beneficiaries without further
delay.The leaders announced that an all-
party coalition would organise a massive
dharna in front of the District
Collectorate on September 9 to highlight
the problems confronting handloom
weavers and press for immediate action.
Pamphlets announcing the proposed
protest were released during the press
conference.

Narsimha, Raghavanaidu, Hussain,
Ashok, Gautam, Shiva, Ajay and
Tuljaram were among those who partici-
pated in the programme.

s

Habsiguda, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The Medchal-Malkajgiri Enforcement
Wing seized 100 packets of cannabis
weighing 735 grams near Habsiguda
Metro Station, officials said.The seizure
was carried out by a team led by
Enforcement Wing Circle Inspector
Kotamma. During the operation, officials
detained an individual identified as
Reetha and recovered the suspected con-
traband from their possession.According
to CI Kotamma, preliminary questioning
of the accused indicated that the packets
had allegedly been sourced from a person
in the Mallepally area.

Officials are conducting further inquiries
to establish the source of the substance
and determine whether other individuals
were involved in its transportation or dis-

tribution. Following the seizure, the
accused along with the recovered
cannabis was handed over to the Uppal
Excise Station for further legal proceed-
ings.Officials said the enforcement oper-
ation was part of efforts to curb the ille-
gal movement and sale of narcotic sub-
stances in the region. The authorities are
expected to investigate the circumstances
surrounding the procurement and intend-
ed distribution of the seized
cannabis.Further details regarding the
case, including the applicable charges
and the outcome of the investigation, are
expected to emerge following the com-
pletion of the inquiry.

The Enforcement Wing has urged the
public to remain alert and cooperate with
authorities in efforts to prevent the circu-
lation of illegal narcotic substances.

N

auto workers' unions had called the strike
to press for solutions to their long-stand-
ing problems. He criticised the Transport
Minister for appealing to workers to with-
draw the strike without holding discus-

ing serious financial difficulties following
the introduction of the free bus travel
scheme. He said declining earnings had
made it increasingly difficult for drivers
to support their families, with many
reportedly falling into debt.He demanded
immediate negotiations with transport
workers and concrete measures to safe-
guard their livelihoods and social securi-
ty. He urged the government to address
the concerns of the transport sector rather
than  allowing the dispute to
escalate.CPM District Secretary Macha
Venkateswarlu, State Committee member
AJ Ramesh and district secretariat mem-
bers MB Narsa Reddy, Annavarapu
Satyanarayana, Karam Pullaiah, K.
Brahmachari, Likki Balaraju and
Repakula Srinivas were among those who
attended the meeting.

Ayyappa Mantra Initiation Event

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

A two-day spiritual gathering featuring
Ayyappa Mantra Deeksha and Mantra
Upadesha based on the traditional Kerala
Tantric lineage will be held in Hyderabad
on September 6 and 7. The programme
will take place at AVR Convention Hall
in Gudlapochammal, according to organ-
iser K. Niranjan Rao.Devotees trained at
Chengannur Mantra Vidyapeetham, a
Kerala government-recognised Tantric
Gurukulam, will participate in the event.
The rituals and spiritual sessions will be
conducted under the guidance of
Brahmasri T.D.P. Namboodiri Guruji,
renowned Tantra Guru and head of the
Mantra Vidyapeetham.The programme
on September 6 will include practical
classes for students undergoing training,
along with Ayyappa bhajans. A special
session for devotees seeking Mantra
Upadesha will be organised on
September 7. Those interested in receiv-
ing the initiation have been advised to
complete registration by September
4.The gathering will feature traditional
rituals including Maha Ganapathi
Homam, Pitru Vandanam, Kalasha Puja,
Abhishekam, Matru Vandanam, Mantra
Upadesha and Bhiksha Karanam. Organi
sers expect devotees from Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and other states to
attend. Accommodation has also been

arranged for a limited number of around
30 devotees.The organisers said the event
aims to familiarise devotees with Kerala's
traditional Tantric practices and offer
them an opportunity for spiritual learning
and worship under the guidance of a
Guru.For further information, devotees
may contact K. Niranjan Rao Guruji at
8712164646.

Bonalu Celebrated

o

Mallapur, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The Bonalu festival was celebrated with
religious fervour and enthusiasm at
Chanakyapuri Colony in Mallapur on
Sunday. A large number of devotees gath-
ered at local temples to offer prayers and
seek the blessings of  the
Goddess.Women dressed in traditional
attire participated in processions while
carrying Bonalu offerings on their heads.
Special prayers and rituals were per-
formed at the temples, which were deco-
rated for the occasion. The festive atmos-
phere attracted people of all age groups,
with women, youth and children taking
part in the celebrations with enthusiasm.
Devotees offered Bonalu with deep faith
and prayed for the well-being, happiness
and good health of people. The temple
premises remained busy throughout the
celebrations as devotees continued to

~with Devotion

arrive to offer their prayers.Organisers
made arrangements to facilitate the

smooth participation of devotees.
Drinking water and other basic amenities
were provided at the venue. Volunteers
also assisted visitors and helped manage
the gathering.The local police made spe-
cial security arrangements to ensure that
the celebrations passed peacefully.
Measures were also taken to regulate traf-
fic and prevent inconvenience to resi-
dents and devotees in the surrounding
areas.The celebrations reflected the stro
ng cultural and religious traditions asso-
ciated with Bonalu, with the community
coming together to observe the festival in
a spirit of devotion and unity. Residents
and organisers expressed satisfaction
over the peaceful conduct of the event
and thanked devotees, volunteers and
police personnel for their cooperation in
making the celebrations successful.

Fire Breaks Out at Warehouses

Hyderabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

A major fire broke out at furniture and plywood
warehouses in Mogal Kanala, within the
Gudimalkapur police station limits in Hyderabad, on
Sunday, triggering panic among residents and ware-
house owners in the surrounding area.The blaze
reportedly spread rapidly after flames erupted inside
the warehouses, where large quantities of wood, ply-
wood, plastic and other combustible materials were
stored. Furniture, plywood and other goods were
damaged in the incident, causing concern among
owners of nearby warehouses over the possibility of
the fire spreading.Fire department personnel
responded quickly and deployed five fire engines to
contain the blaze. Their efforts prevented the situa-
tion from developing into a larger disaster. Officials
said the fire was brought under control in two ware-
houses, while flames continued to flare up for some
time in two others before the situation was eventual-

flames.

ly contained.District Fire Officer Sridas said the depart-
ment received information about the incident at around
11 a.m. Firefighters immediately reached the location
and launched firefighting operations.According to offi-
cials, the fire affected six warehouses in total. Five of
the warehouses reportedly contained plywood, while
another was being used to store diapers and other
goods. The nature of the materials stored at the premis-
es contributed to the rapid spread and intensity of the

No casualties were reported in the incident, providing
relief to authorities and local residents.

The exact cause of the fire remains unknown. Police
and fire department officials have begun an investiga-
tion to determine whether a short circuit or another fac-
tor triggered the blaze. Officials said further details
would emerge after a thorough inspection of the affect-
ed premises.

Authorities have also been assessing the extent of prop-
erty and material damage caused by the fire.

Vikarabad, August 23 | TPN Bureau

A woman from Gurrampalli village in
Vikarabad district died after suffering a
suspected snakebite while working at a
farmhouse on the outskirts of Janagaam
in Peddemul mandal.According to family
members, Narasamma, who was working
at Moinuddin's farmhouse, reportedly
told her husband, Anjaneyulu, that some-
thing had bitten her at around 1 a.m. on
Saturday. When the family members
checked, they could not find any visible
snake or other creature. However, sus-
pecting that she might have been bitten
by a snake, they immediately arranged
for medical treatment.Narasamma was
taken to Tandur District Hospital at
around 6 a.m. Doctors provided initial
treatment and, considering her deteriorat-
ing condition, advised the family to shift
her to Gandhi Hospital in Hyderabad for
advanced medical care.
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While she was being taken to the hospi-

tal, her condition reportedly worsened.
She died on the way, leaving her family
members in distress.The body was subse-
quently taken to the Vikarabad
Government Hospital, where doctors
confirmed her death. Later, the family
shifted the body to the District Hospital
for a post-mortem examination as part of
the required procedures.

The incident has caused concern among
residents and workers in rural areas, par-
ticularly those employed at farms and
agricultural fields where encounters with
snakes can occur during the monsoon
season.Family members appealed to the
government to extend financial assis-
tance and necessary support to them dur-
ing this difficult time. They also urged
authorities to take appropriate measures
to improve safety for workers employed
in isolated agricultural and farmhouse
areas.

Yellareddypet, TPN

Bureau

August 23 |

Grand spiritual celebrations themed
"Vasudhaika Kutumbam" (The World Is
One Family) were held at Om Maujayah
Ashram on the outskirts of Venkatapuram
village in Yellareddypet mandal on the
occasion of Shravana Masa Ekadashi.The
celebrations were organized as part of the
ashram's 13th anniversary. A major high-
light was the distribution of sarees to
1,003 women aged above 50. The mass
distribution event earned recognition for
Om Maujayah Vishwa Mahila Seva
Samithi in the World Records India book.
Several devotional rituals, including
Sahasra Kumkumarchana, Sahasra Kala
sharchana and Sahasra Deeparadhana,
were performed on the ashram premises
amid religious fervour. Devotees also
participated in Annadanam, with free
meals and Laddu Prasadam distributed to
visitors.According to the organizers,

more than 2,000 devotees attended the
celebrations. Participants arrived from
various parts of Telangana and neigh-
bouring areas, including Karimnagar,
Sircilla, Warangal, Nizamabad and
Vijayawada.A Shakti Peetham Mahamata
rally was conducted at around 10 a.m.,
drawing devotees and women partici-
pants.

The programme was followed by a grand
Sri  Prabhu Pallaki Seva in the
evening.The ashram premises remained
vibrant throughout the day as devotees
participated in prayers and spiritual activ-
ities. Organizers said the celebrations
were intended not only to mark the reli-
gious occasion but also to promote the
message of unity, service and respect for
senior women.The event concluded amid
devotional chants and prayers, with
organizers expressing gratitude to devo-
tees, volunteers and participants who
contributed to the successful conduct of
the celebrations.

Stray Dogs

Kill 11

Suryapet, August 23 | TPN Bureau

A pack of stray dogs attacked a flock of
sheep at Narayanagudem village in
Munagala mandal of Suryapet district,
killing 11 lambs and causing an estimat-
ed financial loss of around Rs 1.50 lakh.
The incident occurred when the sheep
belonging to local shepherd Dasari
Ramakrishna were kept inside a pen. The
stray dogs reportedly entered the enclo-
sure and attacked the animals. Despite
efforts to protect the flock, 11 lambs died
in the attack.Ramakrishna expressed
deep distress over the loss and said the
incident had caused him significant
financial hardship. He appealed to the
village panchayat authorities to immedi-
ately intervene and take effective meas-
ures to control the growing stray dog

Lambs

population in the area.The incident has
also sparked concern among residents,
who fear that unchecked movement of
stray dogs could pose a threat not only to
livestock but also to children and pedes-
trians. Villagers urged local authorities to
identify areas where stray dogs are pres-
ent in large numbers and take appropriate
steps to prevent similar incidents. They
also called for measures to ensure the
safety of livestock owners who depend
on sheep and other animals for their
livelihood.Residents said timely action
was necessary to prevent further attacks
and protect both people and domestic
animals in the village.The affected shep-
herd has sought government assistance
for the loss suffered in the incident and
urged officials to assess the damage and
provide appropriate relief.

Nala Project Nears
Full Level

Jukkal, August 23 | TPN Bureau

The water level at the Kaulas Nala
Project near Savargaon in Jukkal mandal
of Kamareddy district has risen to 457.60
metres, prompting officials to issue an
alert to people living in downstream
areas.

The project's maximum storage level is
458.00 metres. Officials said the water
level could increase further over the next
24 to 48 hours if inflows from the
upstream catchment continue. If the
reservoir reaches its prescribed level, the
floodgates may be opened to release
excess water into the Kaulas Nala stream,
depending on the volume of inflows.
Authorities have advised residents in
downstream villages to remain vigilant
and asked the Revenue and Police depart-
ments to take necessary precautionary
measures. Officials have also urged peo-

ple living near the stream to follow safe-
ty instructions and avoid unnecessary
movement in vulnerable areas.

Farmers, fishermen, shepherds and mem-
bers of the public have been advised not
to enter or approach the stream.
Residents have also been asked to keep
cattle, sheep and other livestock away
from the watercourse to prevent acci-
dents.Officials clarified that a separate
announcement will be made before the
gates are opened. The warning will pro-
vide information about the timing of the
release and the quantity of water expect-
ed to be discharged.

Authorities appealed to residents to
remain calm while exercising caution and
to strictly follow instructions issued by
officials. They emphasized that timely
precautions are essential to ensure the
safety of people and livestock in down-
stream areas.
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OPINION

Varavara Rao occupies a distinc-
tive place in Telugu poetry. At
the center of his work are the
human being, freedom, social
justice, resistance to exploita-
tion, and the lived realities of
ordinary people. For him, poet-
ry is not an exercise in orna-
mentation; it is a moral act that
interrogates life and its struc-
tures of power.

His poems carry anger, anguish
and rebellion, but they are
equally alive with love, tender-
ness, compassion and faith in
the future. This is precisely why
a poem of his may begin in the
urgency of protest yet ultimate-
ly remain in the reader's mind
as a profound human question.
For Varavara Rao, poetry is not
only an aesthetic object stand-
ing apart from life. If life is tur-
bulent, wounded and unjust,
poetry too must disturb our
complacency. His poems do not
allow the reader the comfort of
passive appreciation; they com-
pel us to think, question and
confront reality.

Some poets look at flowers.
Others look at the people
crushed beneath them.
Varavara Rao belongs to the lat-
ter. His poetry does not reject
beauty; it reminds us that beau-
ty remains incomplete until it
stands beside justice.

To read Varavara Rao is to hear,
first, the heartbeat of a human
being, then the footsteps of an
age and finally, the silence in
which history begins to ques-
tion itself. His poems transform
private grief into collective
memory. A farmer's tear, a pris-
oner's silence, a tribal forest, a
mother's waiting these become,
in his hands, chapters in the
larger history of humanity.
Nature, too, is never a decora-
tive landscape in his poetry; it is
a moral compass. A river is not
merely a flow of water but the
journey of the people. A seed is
not simply the promise of har-
vest but the possibility of the
future. Fire is not only destruc-
tion but the energy of transfor-
mation. Every image carries the
pulse of life renewing itself
against despair.

In an age where almost every-
thing is assigned a market
value, Varavara Rao's poetry
recalls a forgotten truth: a
human being cannot be meas-
ured by price, only by dignity. It
insists that equality is greater
than privilege, justice more
enduring than prosperity, and
humanity more valuable than
success.

For this reason, Varavara Rao's
poetry ultimately belongs not to
a single ideology but to every-
one who believes in the invio-
lable worth of human life. It
remembers those whom history
has chosen to forget. It keeps
hope alive in the darkest hours.
Above all, it teaches us that
poetry is not an escape from
reality but a way of restoring
the human voice to a world that

==

too often loses the courage to lis-
ten.

Sahacharulu

Some books do not merely give
us information after we read
them. They awaken memories
that have long been asleep with-
in us. V.V.'s Sahacharulu is one
such book. This is not a biogra-
phy. It is not the path walked by
a single individual. It is the
story of an era narrating its
own wounds.

We often assume that time
comes to a halt behind prison
walls. But in this book, it is time
that moves the most-not a step
forward, but inward, into the
deepest interiors of the human
being. In Varavara Rao's writ-
ing, compassion never shouts.
Anger does not turn into vio-
lence. It settles instead like a
certainty. Here, literature is not
mere ornamentation; it is a
repository of  memory-an
attempt to ensure that memory
is not forgotten. Forgetting an
individual may be forgivable;
but how do we forget an era?
This is what Sahacharulu tells
us: the people around us, those
who walk with us, those who
speak with us, will one day turn
into history. Here, "companions"
are not merely those who
walked beside us. They are
those who carried the same
dream on their shoulders, who
hid the same fear in their
throats, who shared the same
silence through long nights.
V.V.'s poetry is not a verse that
lies quietly asleep on the page. It
is a sleepless night, an alert
road. There is no ornamentation
in his poetry-after all, what use
is ornament to the hungry?

What remains here is a shat-
tered life, betrayed labour, and a
hope that keeps walking.

V.V's words are never flowers.
They are a row of wounds. They
wake a sleeping society like a
blaring alarm. In his poetry, the
poor person's voice does not
learn grammar. Even love here
is not floral. Love is a hand
placed on a comrade's shoulder;
a letter written on a prison wall.
Speaking of prison walls, one is
reminded of the Malayalam
writer Vaikom Muhammad
Basheer's story Mathilukal, and
the film based on it by Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, with
Mammootty in the lead.

In Sahacharulu, V.V. only ques-
tions. A poem that does not
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question is not poetry at all in
his work. Personal anguish in
his writing resonates as a collec-
tive wound. That is why reading
V.V.'s poetry is not merely a liter-
ary experience; it is a responsi-
bility. The poem does not end
with his writing; it begins with-
in us.

Sahacharulu is not simply a
compilation of personal memo-
ries written by Varavara Rao. It
is a living history of a move-
ment's time, a human garland of
a generation's resistance. The
companions who appear in this
book are not just individuals;
they are symbols of an era,
embodiments of political and
cultural consciousness.

This work emerges from V.V.'s
emotional and political respon-
sibility toward those who
walked alongside him in the
movement. While introducing
each companion, Varavara Rao
focuses not on their private lives
but on their political positions,
social roles, and sacrifices.
Here, a "companion" does not
mean a friend. He is someone
who believed in the same dream,
shared the same danger,
endured the same confinement.
That is why these companions
transform from personal memo-

Poetry as a Walking Human Being:
The Essence of Varavara Rao's Poetry

ries into collective conscious-
ness.

Varavara Rao's language here
too privileges honesty over
ornamentation, anguish over
rage. He does not portray any-
one as heroic giants, nor does he
hide their weaknesses. That is
precisely what lends this book
its profound credibility. Reading
Sahacharulu, one clearly under-
stands that a movement is not
merely a collection of slogans. It
is a commitment that stands
firm on its goal despite complex-
ities in human relationships-
contradictions, conflicts, dis-
agreements, pauses.

After reading Sahacharulu, one
feels that the histories of many
movements in this country
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Recipient of Kendra Sahitya
Akademi Award for Translation

should be measured not by
names of individuals, but by
their sacrifices. The language in
Varavara Rao's writing does not
scream. It is like a shadow cast
on a prison wall, like an old
wound no one notices. He nei-
ther entertains nor decorates
with his sentences. He writes
them and leaves them to truth.
That is why, while reading, there
are moments when one must
stop and sit silently. I did exactly
that.

When the book ends, it does not
feel finished. A certain weight
enters our thoughts, our minds,
our walk. A portion of history
settles into our silence. Only
then do we realize that this book
is not about companions-it is
about us. About all of us. The
question we must ask ourselves
is how far we have stood as com-
panions to our own time.
Socially, this book is a poetic his-
tory.

A poet does not merely describe
his time; he asks the questions
his time is afraid to ask.

And though his poetry may
arise from a particular moment
in history, its deepest and most
enduring subject remains the
human being.

When Ordinary Lives
Become Timeless Literature

A Literary Monument to Parenthood and Rural Telangana

Some books entertain the mind. Some
touch the heart. A rare few reshape our
understanding of life itself. Shirasethina
Shikharalu , a Telugu Book belongs
unmistakably to the last category. More
than a memoir, it is an eloquent tribute
to parents, a celebration of the teaching
profession and a profound meditation on
gratitude, integrity, compassion and the
enduring values of rural Telangana.

Published in Ashada 2026 by Sahiti
Sopathi Telangana, this 112-page volume
is modest in size yet immense in emo-
tional and literary depth. Every chapter
transcends personal remembrance to
become a lesson in humanity What
appears to be the story of one family
gradually unfolds as the collective mem-
ory of an entire generation.Born in 1956
at Narayanapur, Ellareddypet Mandal,
present-day Rajanna Sircilla District, to
Sri Ramachandram and Smt
Bucchamma, Dr Nalimela Bhaskar is a
distinguished multilingual scholar,
translator, researcher and retired college
lecturer. His literary journey, enriched
by more than forty five books, including
fifteen translations, reflects a lifelong
commitment to language and culture.
Recipient of the Sahitya Akademi
Translation Award, the Kaloji Award and
numerous other honours, including My
Gift Sahitee Puraskaram, he remains
one of the most respected literary voices
in contemporary Telugu letters. Yet,
among his many achievements, this book
reveals his most cherished identity: that
of a grateful son. The emotional heart of
the book is Bucchamma. She is portrayed
not merely as a mother but as the quiet
architect of an entire family's future.
Rising before dawn, gently awakening
her son with the affectionate advice that
lessons learnt early in the morning
remain forever in the mind, she trans-
forms everyday motherhood into a
sacred vocation. Her discipline, immacu-
late housekeeping, affectionate care,
culinary skill, silent sacrifices and
unwavering devotion illuminate every
page. Dr Bhaskar does not simply
remember his mother; he immortalises
the invisible strength that sustains every

AShlmscthma Shikharalu
~Amma Bapula Jeevana Chitrana
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loving home. Through Bucchamma,
motherhood itself becomes
literature.Standing beside her is
Ramachandram, an exemplary teacher
whose life embodies honesty, discipline,
humility, and unwavering dedication.
Crossing streams, forests, flooded paths,
and difficult terrain merely to reach his
school, he never allowed hardship to
interfere with his responsibility toward
his students. His life reminds us that
teaching is not merely a profession but a
moral commitment to society.His uncom-
promising dedication to his children's
education forms one of the strongest pil-
lars of the narrative. Despite financial
limitations, he refused to compromise on
their schooling, careers, or future.
Equally inspiring is the family's commit-
ment to ethical living, reflected in the
author's own rejection of dowry and the
responsible fulfilment of family obliga-
tions with dignity and compassion.

Several episodes remain unforgettable.
Ramachandram's courage while serving
alone in remote Lambadi settlements
recalls the vigilance of a soldier guard-
ing the nation's frontier. His lifelong
refusal to accept corruption silently
teaches that integrity remains the
noblest form of public service.Beyond
family relationships, the narrative cele-
brates humanity's intimate bond with
nature. Forests are not merely land-
scapes but living companions deserving
reverence and protection. The emotional
bond between people and animals, espe-
cially the grief surrounding the loss of a
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Dr Peruka Raju . i
buffalo calf, reflects a civilisation
that regarded all living beings as mem-
bers of one extended family. Such pas-
sages preserve a disappearing world of
compassion and ecological harmony.
The recollections of village life, extended
families, neighbours, festivals, kinship
and the warmth of Telangana's rural
communities transform the book into an
invaluable social document. Personal
memories become collective history, pre-
serving the moral imagination of an era
built upon simplicity, trust, gratitude
and mutual affection.Dr. Bhaskar's prose
is distinguished by remarkable restraint.
He neither sentimentalises the past nor
glorifies suffering. Instead, he trans-
forms lived experience into enduring lit-
erature, allowing deeply personal memo-
ries to resonate as universal human
truths. His elegant use of Telangana
idiom lends authenticity while preserv-
ing literary dignity. That artistic balance
between memory and literature gives the
work its lasting significance.

Even after health challenges following
laser eye treatment, the author's unwa-
vering dedication to literature and trans-
lation reflects the spirit of a true literary
pilgrim. His own life becomes an exten-
sion of the very values celebrated
throughout this work.

Ultimately, Dr. Nalimela Bhaskar has
achieved something extraordinary. He
has not merely preserved the memory of
his parents; he has transformed their
ordinary lives into timeless literature.
Bucchamma emerges as the summit of
motherhood. Ramachandram stands as
the summit of integrity, education, and
selfless service. Between these two tower-
ing peaks stands the author himself,
shaped by their values and preserving
them for generations yet to come.
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Author & Literary Critic

By the final page, it becomes evident that
Shirasethina Shikharalu is not written
solely for the author's parents. It is writ-
ten for every mother whose sacrifices
remained unspoken, every father whose
silent struggles shaped a family's future,
every teacher who transformed lives
without seeking recognition, every fami-
ly that cherishes values and every reader
who believes that humanity remains our
greatest inheritance.

Verdict

Few books possess the rare ability to pre-
serve both memory and morality with
equal grace. Shirasethina Shikharalu
achieves precisely that. What begins as a
son's affectionate remembrance gradual-
ly unfolds into a profound meditation on
parenthood, education, integrity, grati-
tude, and the quiet heroism of ordinary
lives.

This is not merely a memoir. It is a liter-
ary archive of values. It is not simply the
story of one family; it is the moral biog-
raphy of an entire generation. To read
Shirasethina Shikharalu is to honour a
mother, salute a father, remember a
teacher, rediscover the soul of rural
Telangana and reaffirm the timeless
virtues that define our civilisation.

In an age increasingly measured by
achievement, speed and material suc-
cess, this remarkable work gently
reminds us that the highest peaks of
human civilisation are neither wealth
nor fame, but gratitude, integrity, com-
passion and remembrance. For its liter-
ary sincerity, emotional authenticity, cul-
tural richness and profound humanism,
Shirasethina Shikharalu deserves a dis-
tinguished place in contemporary
Telugu literature. It is a book to be read,
remembered, revisited and cherished.
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Casket, full of dreams

Dream, daughter of night,
Solace the troubled soul
Comforting through piles of broken
images

Each droplet of foggy dream slips on a
window pane

Silky & slippery

Frothing & floating

They have no script

Nor screenplay

Nurturing the oblivion

They push me into bliss

Haunting with tinted streamers

Dreams, Oh! they cut through life

as if they define Life and Love

Tales upon tales, piling for ever

Tales on wings, tales coloured with feath-
ers

as delicate as balloons, as frail as airships
Self pricking all of a sudden

Self annihilating as fog....

Dying, dying and phoenix again

They are there in words and letters too
Its all about you

It gets the same story

Story of Life and Love

Let me....wait!

wait for the fulfilled dream!
Life asks for Love.....

Dr Srinivas Vasudeuv,

Academic Director,

Krishnaveni Talent School, Hyderabad
Ph : 9991991363

The Dark Greed
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Perhaps the earth itself regrets the load
Of uncanny people with untidy deeds

A day comes when it dooms into dark
Unable to clear the inhuman dark

Filthy Islands bought by the rich

As abodes of luxury, as circles of perver-
sion

Young girls are gifted, bodies are grilled
Lynching and munching as animals of
lust

Every oil mine becomes a funeral pyre
With their thirst for wealth, earth to ashes
Turn the forests into deserts of death
Hurriedly digging their own graves

Gold, crypto, dollar -or the blood of the
poor

If you ever feel disgusted with yourselves
Buy the moon and settle there

And leave this earth to us

We shall wash away your pus and blood
We shall weed out the sins of greed

We shall sow a few seeds of peace

We shall make this earth smile again!

Manivadan Vajja
Librarian, KV Waltair
9010357185
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Palanquin of My Heart

There are plenty

of leaves

But, flowers are
precious.

There are many
days spent in hap-
piness

But, the days

spent with my
son are precious.
Two dearest days |
of life

One, when my
mother brought
me in

Two, when I
brought them in.
The soft cheeks, turned rough

The soft voice, turned hoarse

The soft touch, turned blunt

Yet, the feelings are tender,

which linger in his name.

Love makes someone fragile.

These are those fragile moments.

I miss you beyond words or expressions.
Not that I glorified this day all the years.
But, you sit in the palanquin of my heart.
I always feel light in weighing your
weight.

Today, this distance doubled your weight,
Making my heart heavier.

B Suneela Jyotsna
TGT English

KV Waltair
suneela.

Jjyo@gmail.com
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Railways Runs First Double-Stack Long-Haul Train

Mumbai: Indian Railways has achieved a
significant operational milestone by suc-
cessfully running its first double-stack
long-haul container train on the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC), car-
rying 360 TEUs from Jawaharlal Nehru
Port (JNPT), Mumbai, to the CONCOR
GCT terminal at Varnama in the
Vadodara division.

The train covered approximately 422 Kkilo-
metres after departing JNPT at 7 pm on
August 21, 2026. The long-haul service was
formed by combining two double-stack
container rakes, enabling a large volume
of cargo to be transported in a single train
movement.

Each rake carried 45+1 containers. The
leading rake operated with locomotive
number 60311 and weighed 1,817 tonnes,
while the rear rake was hauled by locomo-
tive number 24690 and weighed 2,105
tonnes. Together, the two rakes carried a
total of 360 TEUs, with the combined train
weight reaching 3,922 tonnes.

The operation demonstrates Indian
Railways' growing capability to handle
high-volume containerised freight effi-

ciently over dedicated freight routes. The
double-stack long-haul configuration
allows substantially more cargo to be
moved in a single journey compared with
conventional freight services.

Such trains can also help reduce conges-
tion at ports and freight terminals by mov-
ing larger quantities of containers in
fewer train movements. Faster evacuation
of containers can improve terminal effi-
ciency and reduce the time cargo spends
waiting for onward transportation.

The initiative is also expected to improve
utilisation of railway infrastructure and
reduce the requirement for locomotives
and container flat wagons for transporting
equivalent volumes of freight. Fewer train
movements can allow available corridor
capacity to be used more efficiently.
Another major advantage is the potential
reduction in freight transit time. By carry-
ing a greater quantity of cargo in a single
long-haul service, Indian Railways can
support faster movement of containers
from JNPT and other freight terminals to
their destinations.

The service also highlights the environ-

Agartala Flooded as Haora River Crosses Danger Mark

INDIA

mental benefits of shlftmg fre1ght from
road to rail. Since the train is electrically
hauled, greater use of rail freight can
reduce dependence on diesel-powered
trucks. Moving large quantities of cargo

in a single dou-

ble-stack train can help lower diesel con-
sumption, road congestion and vehicular
emissions.

The successful operation marks another
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step towards strengthening India's dedi-

cated freight infrastructure and promot-
ing efficient, high-capacity and sustain-
able freight transportation across the
country.

The Railway Passenger .

A Source of Revenue, or a Citizen to Be Served?

Agartala: Several parts of Tripura's capital Agartala were inundated
after the Haora River crossed the danger level following heavy overnight
rainfall, prompting authorities to step up rescue and evacuation opera-
tions in low-lying areas.

Floodwaters entered homes in the Chandrapur-Baldakhal area late
Saturday night as the river rose sharply, forcing residents to leave with
essential belongings. Jirania Sub-Divisional Magistrate Animesh Dhar
said vulnerable residents, including a three-day-old baby, a disabled per-
son and a stroke patient, were among those evacuated from the
Baldakhal area.

"Sudden heavy rainfall last night caused river levels to rise, forcing res-
idents to evacuate with their belongings as water entered their homes,"
Dhar said.

Rescue teams continued to assist people stranded in inundated loca-
tions, while the administration opened four relief shelters in Mandai,
0Old Agartala, Chandrapur and Ranirbazar under Jirania subdivision.

Several displaced residents have already taken shelter at facilities in
Mandai and Old Agartala. The other relief centres remained available
for families requiring emergency accommodation.

Civil Defence personnel, scouts, teams from the Tripura State Rifles'
10th and 2nd Battalions, and personnel from the State Disaster Response
Force have been deployed for rescue and relief operations. Five boats are
currently being used to evacuate residents and transport essential sup-
plies, while another boat has been kept on standby.

Authorities said there were no reports of major casualties or extensive
damage so far. A detailed assessment of the situation will be undertak-
en after floodwaters recede and affected areas become accessible.

The administration has also arranged essential supplies, including food
and milk for children, for families affected by the flooding.

Although rainfall has stopped and weather conditions have improved,
officials said the Haora River remained close to the danger mark, keep-
ing the administration on alert.

Dhar said rescue operations would continue until water levels begin to
fall and conditions return to normal. Officials are also monitoring vul-
nerable areas and remaining prepared to shift additional residents to
relief shelters if the situation worsens.

The exact number of people evacuated could not immediately be con-
firmed, as residents were continuing to move between affected areas and
safer locations. Authorities urged people in low-lying zones to remain
cautious and cooperate with rescue teams.

Air India Express Flight Delayed 5 Hours

Ranchi: An Air
India Express flight
from Ranchi to
Bengaluru was
delayed by around
five hours on
Sunday after the
airline had to
arrange fresh oxy- = :
gen cylinders following a passenger s medical emergency on the incom-
ing flight, an airport official said.Air India Express flight IX 1239 arrived
at Birsa Munda Airport in Ranchi from Bengaluru at around 8:55 am.
During the journey, a passenger reportedly experienced breathing diffi-
culties and was provided oxygen on board.The passenger was stable
after landing and subsequently left the airport for home, according to
officials.However, the incident led to a delay in the aircraft's return jour-
ney to Bengaluru. The airline needed to replenish its oxygen cylinder
supply and arranged additional cylinders from New Delhi, which were
then transported to Ranchi.Airport Director Vinod Kumar Singh said
the Bengaluru-bound return flight, IX 1244, eventually departed at
around 1:51 pm, approximately five hours after the aircraft's arrival.
"The flight number IX 1239 of Air India Express arrived here around 8.55
am. The return flight IX 1244 departed about five hours late for
Bengaluru with passengers from Ranchi around 13:51 after oxygen
cylinders were arranged from Delhi and brought here," Singh said.

The delay affected passengers scheduled to travel from Ranchi to
Bengaluru, who had to wait at the airport while the required medical
equipment was arranged.Officials did not report any further medical
emergency involving passengers at the Ranchi airport. The passenger
who had required oxygen during the incoming flight was said to have
remained stable.The incident highlights the operational challenges air-
lines can face when medical emergencies occur during flights, particu-
larly when essential medical supplies need to be replenished before an
aircraft can operate its next sector.Airlines routinely carry emergency
medical equipment on board, including oxygen supplies, to assist pas-
sengers who develop breathing difficulties or other medical conditions
during a flight. In this case, additional cylinders had to be brought in
before the aircraft could depart for its next destination.

The flight ultimately resumed its journey to Bengaluru after the oxygen
cylinders arrived from Delhi, bringing the disruption to an end.

Thousands of Crores for Station
Modernisation, but Basic Passenger
Facilities Still NeglectedNew railway
station buildings are coming up across
the country, with modern facades, foot-
over bridges, escalators, lifts and spa-
cious concourses. The government
highlights these as symbols of railway
modernisation. But for an ordinary pas-
senger, the first requirements are much
simpler: safe drinking water, clean toi-
lets, adequate seating and shelter from
the sun and rain. These are basic facili-
ties, yet they remain inadequate at
many stations. This is not merely a pas-
senger complaint. The latest report of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) has highlighted the same
concern.According to the CAG report
tabled in Parliament in last week, an
audit of 512 non-suburban railway sta-
tions across 16 railway zones found defi-
ciencies in one or more basic passenger
amenities at 458 stations—more than 89
per cent. Shortcomings included drink-
ing water, seating, toilets, platform
shelters, fans, water coolers and sign-
boards. More worrying is that the prob-
lem is not confined to small or low-traf-
fic stations. Even stations in the NSG-1
to NSG-3 categories, which handle sig-
nificant passenger traffic and generate
substantial revenue, were found lack-
ing basic amenities. This suggests that
the problem cannot simply be attrib-
uted to low passenger numbers or the
small size of a station.Water Available,
But Not Fit to Drink?The most disturb-
ing finding concerns drinking water.
The CAG report found E. coli bacteria
in samples collected from water coolers
at some railway stations. This is far
more serious than an ordinary mainte-
nance failure. When passengers depend
on railway stations for drinking water,
contamination becomes a direct public-

trointestinal illnesses, including diar-
rhoea and, in severe cases, serious
infections. Railway stations are places
where passengers may have to wait for
hours. Families travel with children,
women and elderly people. Ensuring
safe drinking water in such public
spaces should therefore be treated as a
basic responsibility, not an optional
facility. The finding also raises a larger
question: What exactly do we mean by
railway infrastructure? Is modern
infrastructure only about impressive
buildings and sophisticated equip-
ment, or does it also include the basic
services that passengers depend on
every day?This Is Not a New
ProblemAnother important point is
that the CAG has not identified these
deficiencies for the first time. Earlier
audit reports had raised similar con-
cerns. A CAG report released in 2016
had also pointed to shortcomings in
passenger amenities, including clean
toilets, platform shelters and facilities
for persons with disabilities. If similar
deficiencies continue to appear a
decade later, the question is no longer
simply why these problems exist. The

they not adequately addressed despite
being highlighted earlier?
Modernisation should not merely
change the appearance of railway sta-
tions. It should improve the everyday
experience of passengers.The
Passenger Is More Than a Revenue

T

Chennu Peddiraju

SourceFor Indian Railways, the

passenger is not merely someone who
purchases a ticket. The passenger is at
the centre of the railway system itself.
Technology-driven improvements are
certainly welcome. IRCTC is introduc-
ing a new website designed to increase
ticket-booking capacity substantially,
while artificial intelligence is also
being introduced to help passengers
assess the likelihood of wait-listed tick-
ets being confirmed. Such innovations
can make railway travel more conven-
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advanced technology and modern sta-
tions are all necessary. But they must go
hand in hand with basic passenger
amenities. When a passenger enters a
railway station, the first impression
should be: “This system respects me.”
That sense of respect does not come
from expensive flooring alone. It comes
from a clean toilet. It does not come
only from an escalator or lift. It comes
from safe drinking water. It does not
depend on a huge concourse. It also
comes from a shelter that protects pas-
sengers waiting on a platform in the
heat or rain.The Question Railways
Must AnswerThe CAG report has held
up a mirror to the railway system. The
picture it reflects is not entirely reas-
suring. Modernising railway stations is
necessary. But modernisation must be
measured not merely by how attractive
a station looks, but by how well it serves
the people who use it. The key question,
therefore, is not simply how many thou-
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sands of crores are being spent on
station redevelopment. It is how
much priority is being given to the
basic needs of passengers within that
expenditure. A railway station is not
merely a building. It is a public space
that serves millions of people every day.
Its appearance matters—but it is sec-
ondary. The first question is much sim-
pler: Does the passenger receive basic
dignity, safety and comfort? The CAG
report has once again placed that ques-
tion before the country. Now, the

health concern. E. coli can cause gas-  more important question is: Why were

ient. New trains, faster services, Railways must provide the answer.

Jharkhand Job Protests: 3 FIRs, 928 Booked
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Ranchi: Three FIRs have been registered against 28 named individuals
and more than 900 unidentified people following clashes between police
and job aspirants protesting alleged irregularities in recruitment exam-
inations in Jharkhand's Giridih and Hazaribag, officials said on Sunday.
The cases were filed a day after three FIRs were registered at Ranchi's
Kotwali police station against 14 named individuals and 200 unidentified
people. The Ranchi cases relate to allegations of obstructing govern-
ment work and clashing with police during protests by recruitment
exam aspirants.In Giridih, two FIRs were registered at the Town police
station in connection with incidents reported on Friday and Saturday.
Another FIR was lodged in Hazaribag, where protesters have been
accused of obstructing government work and assaulting police person-
nel.The latest cases follow demonstrations by thousands of students
over alleged irregularities in Jharkhand's recruitment examinations.
On Friday, a large number of job aspirants gathered at Gandhi Maidan
in Giridih, where they planned to burn an effigy of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren.The protest reportedly turned tense when police inter-
vened, leading to a scuffle between the protesters and security person-
nel. Officials said the clashes resulted in cases being registered against
individuals accused of unlawful activities and interference with govern-
ment duties.The protests have highlighted growing frustration among
job aspirants over recruitment procedures and alleged discrepancies in
examinations. Students have been demanding transparency and correc-
tive action from the state authorities.The FIRs in Giridih and Hazaribag
add to the legal action already initiated in Ranchi, taking the number of
named individuals booked across the three locations to at least 42, apart
from more than 1,100 unidentified people.Police officials are expected to
examine video footage and other evidence to identify those allegedly
involved in violence, obstruction and attacks on personnel. Further
action will depend on the findings of the investigations.

The protests come amid continuing pressure on the Jharkhand govern-
ment to address concerns raised by aspirants seeking jobs through state
recruitment examinations. Student groups have repeatedly called for
fair and transparent recruitment processes and swift resolution of com-
plaints.Authorities have maintained that law and order must be pre-
served during demonstrations, while protesters have insisted that their
concerns over recruitment irregularities be addressed.

The investigations into the three latest FIRs are underway.

8.23 Lakh Central Government Posts Vacant

Bhopal: More than 8.23 lakh sanctioned posts were lying vacant across
central government civilian establishments as of March 1, 2024, high-
lighting a major workforce gap at a time when government employment
remains a key aspiration for millions of young Indians.

The figures emerged through an RTI response obtained by Neemuch-
based activist Chandra Shekhar Gaur. According to the Department of
Expenditure's Pay Research Unit, 30,99,556 employees were in position
against a sanctioned strength of 39,23,212, leaving 8,23,656 vacancies.
This means roughly 21 per cent of the sanctioned civilian workforce was
unoccupied."These figures are worrying at a time of rising unemploy-
ment. Government jobs are the right of the youth. The government
should begin the process of filling these vacant posts on the highest pri-
ority," Gaur said.The largest gaps were reported in the Defence
Ministry's civilian establishment and the Railways. Defence had 5,56,248
sanctioned posts but only 3,14,005 employees, leaving 2,42,243 vacancies,
or about 43.5 per cent of its sanctioned strength. These figures concern
civilian defence employees and do not represent vacancies in the armed
forces.The Railways had 14,79,701 sanctioned positions, with 12,39,576
employees in place. Its 2,40,125 vacancies accounted for nearly 30 per
cent of the total gap.The Ministry of Home Affairs had 11,18,233 sanc-
tioned posts against 10,07,348 employees, leaving 1,10,885 vacancies.
Together, civilian defence establishments, Railways and Home Affairs
accounted for nearly 5.93 lakh vacancies.Several other departments also
reported substantial shortages. The Department of Posts had 61,546
vacancies, while the Department of Revenue had 69,662 unfilled posi-
tions, equivalent to nearly 39 per cent of its sanctioned
strength.Significant proportional gaps were also recorded in specialised
departments. The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying had
1,378 vacancies out of 2,393 sanctioned posts, leaving nearly 58 per cent
unfilled. AYUSH had 233 vacancies out of 432 posts, while the
Department of Health Research had 34 vacancies among 62 sanctioned
positions.The Ministry of Labour and Employment had more than 41
per cent of its sanctioned posts vacant. Environment, Forest and
Climate Change had around 38 per cent vacancies, while the
Department of Higher Education had nearly 37 per cent.Strategic estab-
lishments were not immune either. The Department of Atomic Energy
had 10,234 vacancies, while the Department of Space had 4,126. The
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology reported 1,681
vacancies.The RTI response provides a snapshot of sanctioned and
occupied civilian posts and does not include vacancies in public sector
banks or public sector undertakings. The data has renewed attention on
the need to accelerate recruitment to strengthen government services
while creating employment opportunities.
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Canada Retaliates as US Trade War Escalates

OTTAWA: Canada has
announced retaliatory tariffs
against the United States

after trade negotiations
between the two longtime
allies broke down in

Washington, escalating ten-
sions between the neighbor-
ing economies.

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said Saturday
that Ottawa would impose
new tariffs targeting US steel
and dairy products from
September 8. The move fol-
lows the introduction of new
50% US tariffs affecting
around $20 billion worth of
Canadian goods, including
products ranging from hock-
ey sticks to cement.

"You're at war when you get
attacked. We got attacked,"
Carney said, accusing
Washington of imposing
unacceptable conditions dur-
ing the final stages of negoti-

Bangladesh Hindu Teacher Family Killed

ations.

Carney said talks had initial-
ly shown progress but col-
lapsed after US negotiators
presented what he described
as "uneconomic" and "unfair"
terms. According to the
Canadian leader, Washington
also sought restrictions on
Canada's trade agreements
with other countries and
raised concerns involving
the French language and
Quebec culture.

"We cannot accept what
they've offered, and we will
not give what they've asked,"
Carney said.

US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said
Washington was moving
ahead with measures in
response to Canadian retalia-
tion. He described the recent
negotiations as candid but
said no further talks with
Canadian negotiators were

currently scheduled.
The escalating dispute has
intensified economic pres-

sure on Canada, Wthh rehes
heavily on the US market.
Roughly 70% of Canadian

exports are destined for the
United States. Canadian busi-
nesses have already faced dis-

“

ruption from US tariffs on
automobiles, steel and alu-
minum, contributing to job
losses and growing economic
uncertainty.

The White House has
accused Canada of discrimi-
natory treatment of US alco-
hol, automobile and dairy
products. The latest US tar-
iffs had initially been sched-
uled to take effect earlier but
were delayed for three days
after Trump cited progress in
negotiations.

The dispute has also drawn
criticism within the United
States. Democratic lawmak-
ers and governors from bor-
der states have warned that
the tariffs could increase
costs for American compa-
nies and consumers.

New York Governor Kathy
Hochul accused Trump of
"needlessly picking fights
with our allies" and raising

prices at home.

The Business Roundtable,
representing about 200 major
US companies, similarly
warned that the tariffs could
increase costs for businesses
and families and urged both
countries to return to negoti-
ations.

Canada and the US

must also negotiate future
revisions to the US-Mexico-
Canada  Agreement, or
USMCA. Carney said the
trade dispute has permanent-
ly changed Canada's relation-
ship with its largest trading
partner and reinforced the
need to diversify Canadian
exports.
Ontario Premier Doug Ford
urged Canadians to remain
united, saying Trump "can't
be trusted" and warning that
the trade conflict could fur-
ther strain relations between
the two countries.

Trump Revives Hormuz Territory Glaim

RANGPUR: A retired Hindu schoolteacher and three members of his
family were allegedly killed at their home in Bangladesh's Rangpur after
he confronted suspected drug users on the rooftop, police said.The vic-
tims were identified as 65-year-old Ganapati Chakraborty, his wife
Pritilata, 23-year-old daughter Agami and 12-year-old son Priyam.
Chakraborty had retired from government service several years ago and
was practicing homeopathy The family had moved into a newly built
house in Rangpur around four years ago. Concern grew after Pritilata's
sister repeatedly tried to contact her but found her phone switched off.
Calls to other family members also went unanswered, prompting her to
alert police.Police broke open the locked house on Saturday night and
discovered the four bodies in different parts of the property.
Chakraborty's body was found on the rooftop, while Pritilata and Agami
were discovered on the staircase. Priyam's body was found underneath
a bed inside the house.Rangpur Police Commissioner Mohammad Abdul
said investigators believe the Kkillings took place on Thursday
night.According to the preliminary investigation, two suspected attack-
ers allegedly went to the rooftop of Chakraborty's house to consume
drugs. When Chakraborty noticed them and confronted them, the sus-
pects allegedly feared that he had identified them.Police said the attack-
ers strangled Chakraborty with a towel and killed him. When Pritilata
heard a commotion and went upstairs, she was allegedly also strangled.
The attackers then killed the couple's two children before leaving the
house.Police have identified two suspects in connection with the case
and are questioning them, Commissioner Abdul said. Investigators are
examining the circumstances surrounding the killings and working to
establish the precise motive and sequence of events.The discovery of
the family's bodies has caused shock in the local community, with police
continuing their investigation into the brutal killings. Authorities are
expected to gather further evidence and question people familiar with
the family and the suspects as the investigation progresses.

France Launches Tour to Attract Indian Students

NEW DELHI: France is stepping up efforts to attract more Indian stu-
dents to its higher education institutions, targeting 30,000 Indian stu-
dents in France by 2030.As part of the initiative, France is organising
the 'Choose France Tour', bringing together more than 50 French higher
education institutions to cities across India. The programme will be
held in Mumbai on October 11, Pune on October 13, New Delhi on
October 15 and Bengaluru on October 17.The tour will provide Indian
students with information about higher education opportunities and
specialised courses in fields including engineering, technology, business
management, artificial intelligence and space sciences.The number of
Indian students choosing France for higher education has been rising
steadily. Around 9,100 Indian students enrolled in French higher educa-
tion institutions during the 2024-25 academic year, highlighting growing
educational ties between the two countries.France's Ambassador to
India Thierry Mathou said the initiative is aimed at helping develop
engineers, researchers and entrepreneurs who can contribute to
strengthening the strategic partnership between India and France in
the coming years. He described the Choose France platform as an impor-
tant first step towards creating greater opportunities for Indian stu-
dents and building stronger academic and professional links between
the two countries.The initiative also comes amid growing cooperation
between India and France in areas such as technology, innovation,
defence, space and education. French institutions are increasingly look-
ing towards India as a major source of international students and poten-
tial research partnerships.During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to France earlier this year, French universities were also encouraged to
establish campuses in India. The move is expected to expand access to
French higher education within India while strengthening institutional
cooperation.Through the Choose France Tour, students will have an
opportunity to interact directly with representatives of French univer-
sities and other institutions, learn about academic programmes and
explore potential career and research opportunities. France's expanded
outreach reflects its broader effort to deepen people-to-people and educa-
tional ties with India while positioning itself as an attractive destina-
tion for students seeking international qualifications in emerging and

high-demand fields.

WASHINGTON: Tensions between
the United States and Iran intensi-
fied on Sunday after US President
Donald Trump again shared a map
depicting the strategically vital
Strait of Hormuz as "NEW US
Territory,” drawing a sharp
response from Tehran.

The latest post on Trump's Truth
Social account repeats an identical
graphic he shared on August 18.
Trump had previously suggested
that the United States could claim
jurisdiction over the crucial mar-
itime passage, telling a police
academy gathering on Long Island
on August 14 that he would "pretty
soon" declare the Strait of Hormuz
US territory.

Iran has strongly rejected the
assertion. Mohsen Rezaei, secre-
tary of Iran's Supreme National
Security  Council, criticised
Trump's remarks, arguing that
Washington's inability to reopen
the waterway contrasted sharply
with its claims of ownership.
"The gap between America's
inability to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz and its claim to own it is
greater than the 7,000-mile dis-
tance between Washington and the
Strait itself," Rezaei said, declar-

ing that the region was entering a
"post-American order."

The confrontation comes as
Washington prepares additional
economic measures against
Tehran. US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent has been expected to
announce what Washington
describes as some of its toughest
sanctions against Iran, while urg-
ing China to cooperate over
Iranian oil shipments.

Iran has condemned the planned

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

restrictions, particularly the
threat of secondary sanctions
against countries and companies
dealing with Tehran. Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei said such meas-
ures had no basis in international
law and accused Washington of
attempting to exercise extraterri-
torial authority.

Rezaei also warned neighbouring
countries against cooperating
with US economic pressure, say-

ing Iran would regard those that
joined Washington's campaign as

enemies.
a-

The Strait of Hormuz has emerged

'as the central flashpoint in the

confrontation. The narrow water-
way connecting the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman is one of
the world's most important energy
shipping routes, and disruptions
have already affected internation-
al oil and maritime trade.

Trump has repeatedly warned for-

1 eign governments against provid-

ing Tehran with what he calls a
"lifeline" and has insisted that Iran
must accept terms favourable to
Washington.Despite the escalating
rhetoric, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian has indicated
that diplomacy remains possible.
He has called for negotiations
aimed at ending the confrontation
while protecting Iran's national
interests and dignity. ~With
Washington pressing ahead with
economic measures and Tehran
refusing to alter its position on the
Strait of Hormuz, the strategic
waterway remains at the heart of
a rapidly worsening US-Iran
standoff.

Japan Quake Injures More Than 20

TOKYO: A moderate earthquake
with a preliminary magnitude of
5.9 struck eastern Japan early
Sunday, shaking Tokyo and sur-
rounding areas and injuring at
least 23 people, officials said. No
tsunami threat was reported fol-
lowing the quake.

The Japan Meteorological Agency
said the earthquake occurred in
southern Ibaraki Prefecture at a
depth of about 70 kilometres. The
region is frequently affected by
seismic activity. The US Geological
Survey estimated the earthquake
at magnitude 5.8.

Officials said 23 people were
injured across four prefectures.
Saitama and Kanagawa each
reported nine injuries, while four
people were injured in Chiba and
one in Ibaraki.

Most of the injuries occurred
when residents were startled by
the earthquake while sleeping and
fell from their beds or struck fur-
niture and doors while attempting
to get to safety. An elderly woman
in her 80s reportedly suffered a
serious hip injury after falling

Trump

WASHINGTON: President
Donald Trump has accused
Canada of seeking the "benefits of
being a state" without actually
becoming one, escalating his rhet-
oric against the neighbouring
country after trade negotiations
between Washington and Ottawa
collapsed.

In his first comments following the
breakdown in talks, Trump said
Canada had benefited from trade
with the United States while
imposing what he described as
heavy tariffs on American farm-
ers.

"Canada wants the benefits of
being a State, without being one,"
Trump said in a post on Truth
Social on Sunday. He added that
Canadian tariffs had cost
American farmers heavily for
years, declaring, "No more!!!"
Trump has repeatedly suggested
that Canada should become the
51st US state, remarks that have

from her bed in Yokohama,
Kanagawa Prefecture.

The earthquake triggered emer-
gency alerts on mobile phones and
caused strong shaking across
Tokyo. Authorities quickly began
assessing potential damage.

Train services were disrupted in
several areas. Express trains con-
necting Tokyo with Narita Airport
experienced delays, along with
some local services in northeast-

angered Canadian officials and the
public.

His comments came shortly after
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney announced retaliatory tar-
iffs against US products in
response to new American duties
of up to 50% on certain Canadian
goods.

"Canada will match Washington's
new tariffs dollar for dollar" to pro-
tect Canadian workers, farmers,
families and businesses, Carney
said.

Asked whether Canada was now
engaged in a trade war with the
United States, Carney said, "You're
at war when you get attacked. We
got attacked."

Carney blamed the collapse of
negotiations on last-minute US
demands that he said were eco-
nomically damaging and unfair.
He also accused Washington of
seeking to restrict Canada's ability
to establish new trade agreements

ern Japan. However, Shinkansen
bullet train operations continued
normally, according to East Japan
Railway Company.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
said the government had estab-
lished a task force to assess the sit-
uation and determine whether
additional damage had occurred.
The earthquake also caused local-
ized infrastructure problems. An
underground water pipe ruptured

with other countries.
The two sides had reportedly been
close to an agreement that would

have reduced US tariffs on
Canadian automobiles, steel, alu-
minium and lumber. However,
negotiations stalled over tariffs on
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles,
according to reports citing people
familiar with the talks.

Under the proposed framework,
the standard US auto tariff would

in Tokyo's Koto Ward, sending
water onto a nearby road. The leak
was subsequently repaired. Power
outages affected around 460 homes
in Tokyo, but electricity was
restored later Sunday morning,
according to TEPCO Power Grid.
Japan's Nuclear Regulation
Authority said there were no
reported abnormalities at roughly
a dozen nuclear power plants and
other facilities handling nuclear
materials in the affected region.
Japan is one of the world's most
earthquake-prone countries and
maintains extensive monitoring
and emergency response systems
because of its exposure to seismic
activityThe latest earthquake
comes after a powerful magnitude
7.1 quake struck the Kumamoto
area on Kyushu last month. That
disaster Kkilled 38 people, injured
364 others, destroyed more than
1,500 buildings and damaged near-
ly 20,000 more.Authorities contin-
ued monitoring the situation in
eastern Japan on Sunday for possi-
ble aftershocks and additional
damage.

Hits Back at Canada Over Trade War

have fallen from 25% to
15%. Ottawa sought to
extend the reduction to
larger vehicles, including
heavy-duty pickup trucks
and commercial vehicles,
. but Washington reportedly
rejected the request.

The United States subse-
quently imposed 50% tar-
iffs on roughly $20 billion
worth of Canadian goods
early Saturday.

Canada plans to respond
from September 8 with matching
tariffs covering a range of US
products, including steel, dairy
products, appliances, agricultural
equipment, pulp and paper and
electronics.

The escalating dispute threatens
to further strain economic ties
between two closely integrated
economies and raises uncertainty
for businesses and consumers on
both sides of the border.
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Hyundai, lIT-M Launch Cancer Aid Programme  SebiProposes Tighter Ad Curbs for

Chennai: Children from economi-
cally disadvantaged families
undergoing cancer treatment can
now seek financial assistance
under the Hyundai Hope for
Cancer programme launched by
the Hyundai Motor India
Foundation (HMIF) in partnership
with the Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT-M).

The initiative has opened an

online nomination facility
through which treating doctors,
hospitals, parents, caregivers,

NGOs and social organisations
can refer eligible children for
financial support from its Cancer
Care Fund.

Applications can be submitted
through the programme's online
portal. Treating physicians can
nominate patients by providing
the required medical records and
completing the patient nomination
form.

The programme is aimed at help-
ing families struggling to meet the
cost of paediatric cancer treat-
ment, particularly those from eco-
nomically weaker sections.

A
Through financial assistance, the
initiative seeks to reduce the bur-
den on families and help eligible
children continue their treatment.
Prof. S. Mahalingam of the
Department of Biotechnology at
IIT-M, who is spearheading the ini-
tiative, said the programme was
intended to reach families across
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India who may not be aware of the
financial assistance available to
them.Under the programme, eligi-
ble paediatric cancer patients will
receive treatment support subject
to the prescribed eligibility crite-
ria, documentation requirements
and review process.

The initiative also seeks to expand

awareness about available assis-
tance by allowing multiple stake-
holders, including hospitals, doc-
tors, caregivers and non-govern-
mental organisations, to identify
and nominate children who
require financial support.

The opening of the online nomina-
tion facility is expected to make
the assistance programme more
accessible to families in different
parts of the country. By involving
treating doctors and hospitals in
the nomination process, the pro-
gramme can also facilitate the sub-
mission of relevant medical infor-
mation required for reviewing
applications.

Hyundai Hope for Cancer is part of
efforts by HMIF and IIT-M to sup-
port children battling cancer
while assisting families facing
financial challenges during pro-
longed treatment. The programme
encourages eligible families and
organisations working with paedi-
atric cancer patients to use the
online nomination facility and
seek support from the Cancer Care
Fund.

India's Alternative Assets Market May Hit $2tn by 2034

New Delhi: India's alternative
investment market could grow
more than five-fold to exceed $2
trillion by 2034, driven by rising
participation from high-net-worth
individuals, family offices and
investors seeking higher-yielding
assets beyond traditional invest-
ments, according to a report by EY
and Julius Baer.

The report highlights the growing
importance of alternative assets
as Indian investors increasingly
diversify their portfolios across
private markets and emerging
investment opportunities. The
market, currently estimated at
around $400 billion, is projected to
expand significantly over the next
decade as wealth creation acceler-
ates and investors seek new
avenues for long-term returns.
Family offices are emerging as a
major force behind the expansion
of India's private capital ecosys-
tem. According to the report, these
investment entities are increasing-
ly using their sector expertise, net-
works and long-term investment
horizons to support emerging
businesses and new ventures.

India Bo

New Delhi: India has significantly
increased crude oil imports from
Venezuela amid growing concerns
over supply disruptions linked to
tensions between the United States
and Iran and potential disruptions
through the Strait of Hormuz,
according to Kpler shipping data.
Venezuelan crude shipments to
India are estimated to have
reached around 444,000 barrels per
day in August, making the South
American country India's fourth-
largest oil supplier. Venezuela has
overtaken Iragq and the United
States, whose supplies stood at
around 118,000 barrels per day and
153,000 barrels per day, respective-
ly, during the month.

India resumed significant crude
imports from Venezuela in April,
and the country's position among
India's oil suppliers has risen rap-
idly since then. Indian refiners
have increased purchases from
Venezuela, Brazil and African pro-
ducers as supply disruptions and
geopolitical uncertainties have
affected shipments from West
Asia.

At the same time, India continues
to rely heavily on Russian crude.
Russia remained the country's
largest oil supplier in August, with
shipments estimated at nearly 2

"Family offices have emerged as
one of the most transformative
forces shaping India's private capi-
tal ecosystem," the report said.
Their investment strategies are
also expanding beyond conven-
tional asset classes. Family offices
and wealthy investors are increas-
ingly exploring opportunities in
technology, renewable energy and
other high-growth sectors. Such
investments allow them to gain
exposure to businesses with
strong long-term growth potential
while diversifying away from tra-
ditional public market assets.

The growing appetite for alterna-
tive investments is also being sup-
ported by demand for assets that
have lower correlation with tradi-
tional investments such as listed
equities and bonds. Investors are
increasingly looking at private
equity, venture capital, private
credit, real estate and other alter-
native opportunities as part of
broader wealth management
strategies.

The report suggests that India's
expanding pool of wealthy
investors will remain an impor-

sts Venezuela Oil

million barrels per day. Russian
crude imports had reached around
2.6 million barrels per day in June
and July, accounting for more than
half of India's total crude oil con-
sumption.

The diversification of suppliers is
increasingly becoming an impor-
tant part of India's energy securi-
ty strategy. With tensions in the
Middle East raising concerns over
shipping routes and crude avail-
ability, refiners are seeking sup-
plies from geographically diverse
markets to reduce their exposure

i - =
tant catalyst for the alternative
investment industry. As family
wealth increases and younger gen-
erations become more involved in
investment decisions, demand for
sophisticated private-market
opportunities is expected to rise.
Family offices are also playing a
greater role in backing innovative
companies and entrepreneurs,
leveraging their long-term
approach to participate in emerg-

to disruptions
region.

Kpler Senior Manager Sumit
Ritolia said India was simultane-
ously pursuing several strategies,
including increasing domestic pro-
duction as far as possible, diversi-
fying overseas crude suppliers and
transportation routes, developing
strategic and commercial
reserves, and accelerating alterna-
tives such as natural gas, biofuels,
electric vehicles and renewable
energy.

However, shifting to suppliers

in any single

A

ing sectors.The projected rise from
around $400 billion to more than $2
trillion by 2034 underlines the
rapid transformation of India's
investment landscape. The trend
could create significant opportuni-
ties for asset managers, private-
market firms and businesses seek-
ing long-term capital, while fur-
ther strengthening India's position
as a growing destination for alter-
native investments.

Imports

located farther from India comes
with additional costs. Venezuela,
West Africa and other Latin
American producers are geo-
graphically farther from India
than Gulf suppliers. Longer ship-
ping distances can increase trans-
portation, insurance and other
logistics expenses for Indian refin-
ers.

According to Ritolia, alternative
sources can provide India with
some protection against supply
disruptions caused by geopolitical
tensions, but they could also
increase the country's overall oil
import bill.

India imports the bulk of its crude
oil requirements, making the
country particularly vulnerable to
fluctuations in global crude prices,
freight costs and geopolitical dis-
ruptions. The latest increase in
Venezuelan supplies reflects New
Delhi's broader effort to strength-
en energy security by maintaining
access to crude from multiple
regions.

The diversification could help
Indian refiners maintain steady
supplies during periods of disrup-
tion, although higher logistics and
insurance costs may limit the eco-
nomic benefits of sourcing crude
from distant markets.

Gemini Edibles Files Draft IPO Papers With Sebi

Hyderabad: Hyderabad-based
Gemini Edibles and Fats India Ltd
(GEF), the company behind popu-
lar brands including Freedom, Be-
Rite, First Klass and Sri Kripa, has
filed draft papers with market reg-
ulator Sebi to raise funds through
an initial public offering (IPO).
The proposed IPO will be entirely
an Offer for Sale (OFS), meaning
the company itself will not receive
any proceeds from the issue.
Instead, the money raised will go
to the existing shareholders sell-
ing their stakes.

Promoters Alka Chaudhary and
Golden Agri International
Enterprises Pte Ltd, along with
investment firms Black River Food
2 Pte Ltd and Investment and
Commercial Enterprise Pte Ltd,
are proposing to sell up to 4.11
crore equity shares through the
OFS.

Following the proposed IPO, GEF's

shares are expected to be listed on
both the BSE and NSE. Motilal
Oswal Investment Advisors and
IIFL Capital Services have been
appointed as the book-running
lead managers for the issue.

The IPO will provide existing
investors and promoters with an
opportunity to monetise part of
their holdings while giving public-
market investors an opportunity
to participate in the growth of the
edible oils business.

GEF has established a strong pres-
ence in India's branded edible oil
market and is the country's largest
player in the branded sunflower
oil segment by sales. The company
held an estimated 18% market
share by revenue in 2025-26, high-
lighting its position in the highly
competitive edible oils industry.
The company has built a wide dis-
tribution network across India,
with more than 1,600 distributors,

around 300,000 retail outlets and
approximately 60 warehouses and
stock points.

GEF has also reported strong rev-
enue growth in recent years. Its
revenue increased from
Rs.10,755.95 crore in 2024-25 to
around Rs.12,650 crore in 2025-26,
reflecting continued expansion in
its branded edible oils business.
The company's key brands, partic-
ularly Freedom, have helped it

strengthen its presence across
retail markets. The growth of
organised and branded edible oil
consumption in India has created
opportunities for established play-
ers with extensive distribution
networks.

The proposed listing could also
increase GEF's visibility among
institutional and retail investors
and provide a public-market valua-
tion benchmark for the company.
However, since the IPO consists
entirely of an OFS, GEF will not
receive fresh capital from the issue
for business expansion, debt
reduction or other corporate pur-
poses. The proceeds will accrue to
the existing shareholders partici-
pating in the offer.

The final size, pricing and other
details of the IPO will be deter-
mined at a later stage, subject to
regulatory approvals and market
conditions.
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Online Bond Platforms

posed tighter advertising rules for online bond platform providers
(OBPPs), seeking to prevent promotional campaigns from influencing
investors to make decisions without adequate due diligence.The pro-
posed revised advertisement code, outlined in a consultation paper
issued on Friday, aims to address the growing use of digital advertising,

social media and influencer-led promotions by online bond
platforms.Under the proposed framework, OBPPs would face restric-
tions on advertisements that create a sense of urgency or use behaviour-
al prompts and fear-of-missing-out (FOMO) messaging. Sebi said such
promotional strategies could encourage investors to act hastily without
properly assessing the risks associated with debt securities.For adver-
tisements featuring specific securities, platforms would be required to
provide standardised information. This would include details such as
the issuer, tenor, credit rating, nature of the security, clean and dirty
prices, yield to maturity and the Credit Risk-o-meter.The regulator has
also proposed stricter guidelines on the use of phrases such as "fixed
returns", "predictable returns" and "passive income". Such descriptions
would have to be presented in a manner that does not give investors the
impression that returns are assured.Advertisements using the term
"fixed returns" would be required to carry a prominent disclaimer clar-
ifying that fixed returns are not guaranteed. The disclaimer would also
highlight that investments in debt securities are subject to market, cred-
it and default risks.Sebi has further proposed curbs on vague promo-
tional claims, including "high yield", "high rated" and "high returns",
unless such claims are adequately supported by relevant information.
The proposed advertisement code is intended to operate alongside the
common advertisement code applicable to specified entities regulated by
Sebi.The regulator has invited comments and feedback from stakehold-
ers on the consultation paper until September 11. The proposals come as
online bond platforms increasingly use digital channels to reach retail
investors, making clearer and more balanced disclosures important for
informed investment decisions. Sebi's proposed measures are aimed at
ensuring that promotional communication remains factual and trans-
parent while reducing the possibility of investors being influenced by
aggressive marketing tactics.

Tesla, Chinese EV Makers Recall 4 Million Cars
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Hong Kong: Tesla and several Chinese electric vehicle makers are recall-
ing more than four million vehicles in China over safety concerns
involving electronic door handles, according to officials.
Tesla alone is recalling around 2.98 million vehicles, including the
Model 3, Model Y, Model X and Model S. Chinese EV manufacturers
Xiaomi and Leapmotor are also recalling hundreds of thousands of
vehicles, while Geely and XPeng are recalling selected electric vehicle
models.The recalls are linked to concerns over hidden or flush electron-
ic door handles increasingly used in modern vehicles. Unlike conven-
tional mechanical handles, these systems rely partly on the vehicle's
electrical system to operate.
The technology has become increasingly popular among EV manufac-
turers because it provides vehicles with a sleek exterior design and can
also help improve aerodynamic efficiency. However, safety concerns
have emerged over the ability of such handles to function after a serious
accident or electrical failure.
In the event of a major road crash, damage to a vehicle's electrical sys-
tem could prevent electronic door handles from operating normally.
This could leave passengers trapped inside the vehicle and make it diffi-
cult for emergency responders to open the doors from outside.
Xiaomi is reportedly recalling around 390,000 vehicles, while Leapmotor
is recalling approximately 370,000 cars. Geely and XPeng have also
announced recalls covering certain EV models as authorities increase
scrutiny of the safety implications of electronically operated door sys-
tems.
Tesla is expected to address the issue in affected vehicles through dedi-
cated software updates. The updates are intended to improve the opera-
tion of the door systems and reduce the potential safety risks during
emergency situations.
The large-scale recalls come as Chinese authorities prepare to introduce
stricter safety requirements for vehicle door handles. China has already
indicated that hidden car door handles will be prohibited in new vehi-
cles from 2027.
The upcoming restrictions are aimed at improving passenger safety and
ensuring that vehicle doors can be opened reliably during emergencies,
particularly when a car's electrical systems have been damaged.
The recall campaign is therefore being viewed as an effort to upgrade
safety systems in existing vehicle models before the new regulations
take effect. It also highlights the challenges facing automakers as they
increasingly replace conventional mechanical components with elec-
tronically controlled technologies.
For EV manufacturers, the issue could lead to additional costs related to
recalls, software upgrades and compliance with evolving safety stan-
dards. At the same time, the regulatory push could influence future vehi-
cle designs as automakers reassess the balance between innovative
styling, aerodynamic efficiency and emergency accessibility.
The recalls underline the growing importance of safety testing for
advanced vehicle technologies as electric and software-driven cars
become increasingly common in the Chinese automobile market.
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Mumbai's metro network has
found an unlikely new mem-
ber of its organisational
hierarchy a ginger cat that
has become a familiar and
much-loved presence at
Gundavali Metro station.
The feline recently went
viral after commuter
Sandesh Samant pho-
tographed it sitting casually
near the entrance of the sta-
tion. Amused by the cat's reg-
ular presence, Samant
tagged the Maha Mumbai
Metro Operation
Corporation Ltd MMMOCL)
on social media with a play-
ful request to give the animal
an official position.

"Dear Maha Mumbai Metro
Operation Corporation Ltd,
please give this pure soul of
Gundavli Metro station an
official position. It's working
for free at the moment,"
Samant wrote.

Rather than ignoring the
unusual suggestion, MMMO-
CL decided to join in on the
fun. The metro operator
humorously appointed the
cat as its "Chief Feline
Officer", giving the station
regular a title worthy of a
corporate executive. "That's
our Chief Feline Officer,"
MMMOCL said in its
response. The organisation
jokingly listed the cat's

responsibilities as "station
inspections, commuter
observation, and sitting
exactly where everyone can
admire them." The metro
authority also added a feline-
inspired assessment of its
performance, declaring that
so far, the cat's work had
been "purrfect".

The light-hearted exchange
quickly attracted attention
online, with commuters and
social media users sharing
their own experiences of
encountering the cat at
Gundavali station.

One user said the feline had
become such a familiar sight
that they looked for it every

morning while travelling
through the station. "I swear.
Every morning at Gundavli,
I look for it," the user com-
mented.

Another social media user
proposed giving the cat a
slightly different responsi-
bility, joking that it should be
appointed
Catcher" from the day of its
promotion.The playful inter-
action has turned the ginger
cat into an unofficial mascot
of the station, highlighting
how animals can unexpect-
edly become part of the daily
lives of commuters.

While the "Chief Feline
Officer" designation is clear-

Mumbai Metro Names Ginger Cat 'Chief Feline Officer’

ly a humorous one

rather than a formal
appointment, the cat
have
something
arguably more valu-
able - a loyal following

appears to
earned

among passengers
who enjoy seeing it
"Chief Mouse during their daily §

journeys. For now, the &

furry station regular &
can continue its duties
of inspecting plat-
forms, observing com- &

most
sitting
exactly where it can
maximum

muters and,
importantly,

attract
attention.

Chinese Humanoid Robot Runs 100m Faster Than Usain Bolt

A Chinese humanoid robot has
made headlines after reportedly
running 100 metres in 9.32 sec-
onds, beating the long-standing
human world record held by
Jamaican sprinting legend Usain
Bolt.

The robot, named Lightning, was
developed by Chinese smartphone
maker Honor and clocked a
remarkable time during a prepara-
tory event ahead of the second
World Humanoid Robot Games in
Beijing. China's state broadcaster
reported that Lightning reached a
peak speed of 14.5 metres per sec-
ond during the run.

Bolt's men's 100-metre world
record stands at 9.58 seconds, set at
the 2009 World Athletics
Championships in Berlin.
Lightning's reported time was
therefore 0.26 seconds faster than
the fastest official human mark.
However, the comparison comes
with an important distinction:
Lightning is a machine, while
Bolt's record was achieved by a
human athlete under World
Athletics competition rules. The
robot's performance is therefore
best viewed as a technological
milestone rather than a new
human athletics record.

The achievement nevertheless
highlights the rapid development
of humanoid robotics in China.
Beijing has identified humanoid

robots as a strategic emerging
industry, with technology compa-
nies and policymakers investing
heavily in artificial intelligence,
robotics hardware and automa-
tion.

Lightning has already demonstrat-
ed its capabilities over longer dis-
tances. In April, the robot report-
edly completed the 21-kilometre
Beijing half marathon in 50 min-
utes and 26 seconds, a time faster
than the pace corresponding to the
elite men's human world record.
At the time, Lightning stood 169
centimetres tall and had legs
measuring 95 centimetres.
Researchers have since extended
its legs by 10 centimetres to 1.05

metres, according to China
Central Television, ahead of the
World Humanoid Robot Games.
The event in Beijing brings togeth-
er humanoid robots competing in
a range of challenges designed to
showcase advances in robotics,
mobility and artificial intelli-
gence.

Lightning's latest sprint has added
another eye-catching chapter to
the competition. While Usain Bolt
remains the undisputed record-
holder among humans, China's
robotic sprinter has demonstrated
just how quickly machines are
evolving - raising intriguing ques-
tions about how far humanoid
technology can eventually go.

DeepSeek Tests New Al Model to Rival Anthropic's Opus 4.8

Chinese artificial intelligence
company DeepSeek has unveiled
an experimental multimodal AI
model designed to compete with
advanced systems from US-based
rival Anthropic.

The new model, called DeepSeek-
V4-Flash-Vision-Exp, is an experi-
mental version of the company's
flagship text-focused V4 Flash
model. Unlike the original text-
only system, the new version can
understand visual inputs such as
images and screenshots and use
that information to perform tasks.
DeepSeek said the experimental
model retains the text capabilities
of V4 Flash, including reasoning,
agentic functions and broad world
knowledge. The company also
claimed that its performance is
"close to" Anthropic's advanced
Opus 4.8 model in tests focused on
multimodal agentic capabilities.
Agentic Al systems are designed
to go beyond simply answering
questions. They can interpret
information, plan actions and
carry out tasks with limited
human supervision, making them
increasingly important in areas
such as software development,
research and workplace automa-
tion.

DeepSeek has previously devel-
oped multimodal systems, includ-
ing its DeepSeek-VL family of
vision-language models. However,

the latest release brings image
understanding and task execution
into its most advanced V4 model
series.

The experimental model is cur-
rently available to users through
DeepSeek's API, allowing develop-
ers to test its visual reasoning and
agentic capabilities in applica-
tions.

The announcement comes as
Chinese and US technology com-
panies intensify their competition
in artificial intelligence. Chinese
developers have increasingly
sought to match the capabilities of
leading US models while keeping
development and operating costs
comparatively low.

DeepSeek has already disrupted
expectations in the global AI
industry with models that demon-

strated strong  performance
despite being developed with
fewer resources than some leading
US systems. Its emergence has
intensified debate over the cost of
building advanced AI and the
advantages of open-weight mod-
els.

The latest vision-enabled experi-
ment signals that DeepSeek is now
pushing beyond text-based Al and
targeting increasingly sophisticat-
ed multimodal systems.

If its performance claims hold up
in broader independent testing,
DeepSeek-V4-Flash-Vision-Exp
could further strengthen the com-
pany's position in the rapidly
evolving Al race - particularly in
the growing market for models
capable of seeing, reasoning and
acting on behalf of users.

A Honda engineer has unexpected-
ly become an internet sensation
after his striking anime-inspired
hairstyle caught the attention of
social media users around the
world.

Shotaro Odate, a senior research
and development engineer at
Honda, recently appeared in a
Honda R&D video explaining tech-
nology related to advanced driver
assistance systems (ADAS). While
the subject of the presentation
was highly technical, viewers
quickly became more interested in
Odate's extraordinary hairstyle.
His hair was styled into sharp,
upward-pointing spikes that
immediately reminded social
media users of characters from
popular anime and video game
franchises. Many compared his
appearance to the iconic Super
Saiyan transformations from
Dragon Ball, while others spotted
similarities with characters from
Naruto, Final Fantasy and
Tekken.

Odate was featured discussing
efforts to improve ADAS technolo-
gy using offset-corrected and adap-
tive grasp detection. The presenta-
tion focused on automotive safety
and technology, but his distinctive
look soon became the unexpected
star of the clip.

According to reports, Odate has an

impressive professional record to
match his unusual appearance. He
is credited with more than 250
patents connected to automotive
safety technology, with some
reports putting the figure at 253.
His work reportedly includes
innovations involving steering
sensors, braking systems and
intelligent seat belt technology.
That combination of serious engi-
neering expertise and an unmis-
takably anime-inspired appear-
ance made him an instant hit
online.

Clips and images of Odate quickly

spread across platforms including
X, TikTok and Instagram. Social
media users embraced the com-
parison to fictional heroes, with
some even jokingly describing
him as a "real-life Goku".

One user wrote, "Born to be a
Final Fantasy character, forced to
be an engineer."

Another joked, "Bro got cut from
Tekken and started working at
Honda."

"This guy is the literal anime engi-
neer who every other engineer
freaks out over when he walks into
the room," another commenter
said.

A fourth user summed up the situ-
ation with a workplace-themed
joke: "When you have a Final
Fantasy cosplay party at 3 pm but
gotta pitch that business presenta-
tion at 2 pm."

The viral reaction highlights how
an ordinary corporate technology
video can unexpectedly become
internet entertainment. Odate's
hairstyle may have grabbed the
headlines, but his extensive work
in automotive safety suggests
there is plenty of substance
behind the striking appearance.
For now, however, the Honda engi-
neer appears to have earned an
unofficial new title online: the
anime hero of automotive engi-
neering.

2-Hour Traffic, 9-Minute Airport Rush in Bengaluru

A Bengaluru traveller's airport
journey has captured attention
online after rain turned a routine
trip from Indiranagar into a 2-
hour-15-minute battle with traffic -
only for the airport experience to
be completed in just nine minutes.
Nitin Sharma shared his experi-
ence on X, describing how rain-
related congestion made his jour-
ney to Bengaluru airport painfully
slow. What would normally be a
straightforward trip became an
exhausting ordeal as traffic
crawled along the route.

Sharma said the situation became
so frustrating that, at one point, he
felt he might miss his flight alto-
gether. The journey from
Indiranagar to the airport eventu-
ally took 2 hours and 15 minutes,
with rain and traffic combining to
create major delays.

But the dramatic contrast began
as soon as he entered the airport.
According to Sharma, he needed
only nine minutes to travel from
the airport entrance to his depar-
ture gate. He credited DigiYatra
and the airport's streamlined oper-
ations for making the final part of
his journey exceptionally quick.
Highlighting the irony, Sharma
wrote, "Yet another day of life
made bearable by world-class digi-
tal infrastructure in a city with
third-rate physical infrastruc-

ture."

His post struck a chord with other
Bengaluru residents and trav-
ellers, many of whom said they
had experienced similar struggles
during rainy weather.

"Had the same plight yesterday
and barely made it to my flight!
But after check-in, it was a breeze
because of DigiYatra," one user
commented.

Another user offered a humorous
take on the city's traffic woes, say-
ing, "Bengaluru has reached the
stage where your international
journey doesn't begin at the air-
port."

The incident highlights a curious
contradiction in Bengaluru's trav-

el experience. Modern digital serv-
ices can help passengers breeze
through airport procedures, but
getting to the airport can still be
the biggest challenge.

For Sharma, the numbers tell the
entire story: 135 minutes stuck in
rain-hit traffic, followed by just
nine minutes inside the airport.
The experience has once again
sparked online debate about
Bengaluru's traffic infrastructure
and the need for better urban
mobility solutions, particularly
during the monsoon.

For now, however, DigiYatra
appears to have earned some
praise - even if the roads leading
to it did not.

'Having a

A woman's candid take on the cur-
rent job market has sparked dis-
cussion online after she urged dis-
satisfied employees to appreciate
having a job while millions of oth-
ers struggle to secure one.

Social media user Mridul Gupta
shared a video on Instagram high-
lighting the difficulties faced by
jobseekers amid layoffs, hiring
freezes and intense competition
for vacancies. Her message was
aimed at people who regularly
complain about their jobs but may
not realise how difficult it can be
to find another one in the current
market.

Gupta pointed to the experiences
of jobseekers who are sending
dozens or even hundreds of appli-
cations without receiving inter-
view calls. She also highlighted
what she described as a particular-
ly difficult trend: experienced pro-
fessionals being rejected for posi-

ob Is Worth Appreciating’: Woman's Reality Check

tions that are considered entry-
level.

"People are sending fifty, hundred,
even two hundred applications per
day and not hearing back," Gupta
said. She added that people with
years of professional experience
are also facing rejection when
applying for entry-level positions.
Gupta acknowledged that disliking
one's job is perfectly understand-
able. However, she argued that
employees should consider their
circumstances before assuming
that finding a new opportunity
will be easy.

"If you hate your job, that's com-
pletely fine, a lot of people do," she
said.

"But before you spend your morn-
ing complaining about having to
log in, remember, a lot of people
out there are refreshing their
inbox every second just to receive
an interview invitation," she

If you have a job. Keep it!

E

If you have a job. Keep it!

added.
Her central mes-
sage was not that
people should
remain perma-
nently stuck in jobs
they dislike, but
that employment
itself can provide a
degree of security
in an uncertain
labour market.
"You don't have to
love your job, but
in a market like
this, having one is
still something to
be grateful for,"
Gupta said.
The video resonat-
ed with several
.| social media users,
with many agree-
ing that finding
employment has

become increasingly difficult for
professionals across different
experience levels.

One user simply commented, "So
true."Another wrote, "Be grateful
you have a chair in an office."

A third user shared a personal
experience, saying, "I was laid off
from my job in Dubai."

Gupta's remarks have opened up a
broader conversation about work-
place dissatisfaction and job secu-
rity. While employees continue to
seek better salaries, healthier
workplaces and career growth, the
uncertainty surrounding hiring
has made voluntarily leaving a job
a much more complicated deci-
sion.

Her message ultimately offered a
simple reality check: a job may not
always be perfect, but during a dif-
ficult employment market, having
one can be valuable in ways that
are easy to overlook.
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Australia bounced
back in emphatic fash-

ion, defeating Bangladesh by an
/~ innings and 51 runs in the second Test to
4 level the two-match series 1-1.
i/ Thevictory was a dominant response from Australia after Bangladesh had stunned them with a historic
win in the opening Test. This time, the Australian bowlers produced a ruthless performance, wrapping up
the low-scoring contest early on the second day.
Bangladesh were dismissed for just 64 in their first innings, with Australia's pace attack making full use of the con-

Dehradun, he said.

having the talent to participate.

Winter Olympics.

ARN MAHESH

Seventeen-year-old Vijayawada skater Kopparapu

Kaivalya has created history by becoming the first Indian ice
skater to compete in the ISU Junior Grand Prix of Figure

Skating.Kaivalya represented India at the international ISU Figure Skating
Junior Grand Prix held in Xi'an, China, from August 19 to 22. The prestigious compe-
tition featured skaters from 26 countries, giving the young Indian athlete an opportunity to
compete against some of the best junior talents in the world.The event marked Kaivalya's sec-

ond international ice skating championship. Earlier this month, from August 1 to 6, he represented
India at the Asian Open Figure Skating Championships 2026 in Jakarta, gaining valuable internation-
al experience.Speaking about his journey, Kaivalya highlighted the challenges faced by Indian ice
skaters due to a lack of infrastructure and professional coaching. He said countries such as Malaysia,
Thailand and Indonesia have around 40 indoor ice skating rinks collectively, providing athletes with regu-
lar practice and international-level training. In contrast, India currently has only one ice skating rink, in

PLAY ZONE

Kaivalya also pointed out the shortage of specialised ice skating coaches in the country. He said he managed to
reach the international level largely through online training videos and by drawing on his experience in roller
skating.
The teenager has already established himself as a successful roller skater, winning seven international medals and
currently occupying 22nd place in the World Skate rankings. His achievements in both disciplines have made him the
first Indian skater to compete at an international level in both roller and ice skating, according to his account.

Kaivalya Makes
History in Ice Skating

Kaivalya said greater government support, financial assistance and the development of indoor ice skating rinks
could help India produce world-class skaters. He added that he has so far funded his international participa-
tion largely from his own resources and has not received financial support despite seeking assistance.

Financial constraints have also forced him to withdraw from some international competitions despite

Kaivalya now has ambitious goals. He wants to win a gold medal for India at the World
Championships in roller skating and eventually secure a gold medal in ice skating at the

His journey, he said, is a reminder that with proper infrastructure, coach-
ing and financial backing, Indian athletes can compete successful-
ly on the world stage.

ditions. Australia then posted 210, securing a substantial lead despite the challenging batting conditions.

Bangladesh's second innings followed a similar pattern. The visitors were bowled out for only 95, handing Australia a comprehensive
innings victory. The match ended in the first over of the second session on day two, highlighting the extent of Australia's dominance.
Mitchell Starc was the standout performer with the ball, finishing with 10 wickets in the match. His relentless pace and accuracy

Australia Crush Bangladesh by an Innings

repeatedly troubled the Bangladesh batters and played a central role in Australia's
victory.Captain Pat Cummins also made a major contribution, claiming six wickets
across the two innings. Nathan Lyon picked up three wickets, while Josh Hazlewood
added one as Australia's bowling attack completely dismantled Bangladesh's batting
line-up.Australia had resumed their first innings on 165 for eight on the second
morning. Cameron Green and Nathan Lyon then added crucial runs to extend the
total to 210. Green scored a valuable 67, while Lyon remained unbeaten on 32.

The pair put together a 38-run partnership for the ninth wicket, providing Australia
with an important boost. After Green was dismissed, Lyon continued to fight along-
side Hazlewood, with the pair adding another 24 runs for the tenth
wicket.Bangladesh's Shoriful Islam was their most successful bowler, finishing with impressive figures of seven for 48. Taskin
Ahmed, Taijul Islam and Mehidy Hasan Miraz claimed one wicket each.With the victory, Australia avoided a series defeat and
restored parity at 1-1. After Bangladesh's surprise triumph in the first Test, Australia's emphatic response underlined the gulf
between the two sides when their bowling attack was firing on all cylinders.

For Bangladesh, the result will be a disappointing end to a series in which they had initially produced one of their most memorable
Test victories. For Australia, however, the second Test served as a powerful reminder of their resilience and ability to bounce back

under pressure.

Karn Sharma Announces Retirement

Veteran Indian leg-spinner Karn Sharma
has announced his retirement from all
forms of international and domestic
cricket, bringing the curtain down on a
career that spanned several years across
different levels of the game.

The 38-year-old played one Test, two ODIs
and one T20I for India. Although his inter-
national opportunities were limited,
Sharma established himself as a reliable
performer in the Indian Premier League
and domestic cricket.

Sharma is currently representing Kanpur
Superstars in the Uttar Pradesh T20
League. He confirmed that the match
against Meerut Mavericks on August 25
will be his final game as a professional
cricketer.

Following his retirement, Sharma said he
would remain available for coaching and
other roles connected with cricket. He also
expressed his gratitude to everyone who
supported him throughout his career.
Sharma's biggest impact came in the IPL,
where he played 90 matches and claimed
83 wickets. His ability to bowl effectively
in the middle overs made him a valuable
option for several franchises over the

years.
One of the most remarkable achievements
of his career came through an IPL record
involving three different teams. Sharma
became the first player to win IPL titles in
three consecutive seasons with three dif-

ferent franchises.

He was part of the Sunrisers Hyderabad
squad that won the IPL title in 2016. The
following year, he lifted the trophy with
Mumbai Indians in 2017 before completing
the remarkable three-season run with
Chennai Super Kings in 2018.

His international career was brief, with
his only Test appearance coming for India
alongside two ODI and one T20I outings.
Nevertheless, his long association with
domestic cricket and the IPL ensured that
he remained a familiar figure in Indian
cricket.

Sharma's retirement marks the end of an
era for a leg-spinner who contributed to
some memorable IPL campaigns despite
spending relatively little time in India's
international setup.

His decision to move into coaching and
other cricket-related responsibilities
could allow him to pass on his experience
to the next generation of players. As he
prepares for his final match on August 25,
the veteran spinner leaves the playing
field with a notable IPL legacy and three
championship medals from three different

teams.
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India End Day One on 300/5 Against Sri Lanka

India
made a
strong
start to the
second Test
against Sri
Lanka, reaching 300 for five at stumps on the opening day after a largely
dominant batting display. Devdutt Padikkal continued his impressive form
with a century, while captain Shubman Gill and Ravindra Jadeja also made
valuable contributions.Padikkal was the star of the day, scoring 117 off 193 balls.
The left-hander followed up his century in the first Test with another hundred, under-
lining his growing importance to India's Test batting line-up. His innings included a com-
posed partnership with Gill that helped India recover after a cautious start.Gill scored a
fluent 50 off 108 balls, striking six boundaries. He and Padikkal added 120 runs for the
third wicket before Gill was dismissed by Asitha Fernando in the 52nd over, caught by
wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella.Earlier, Yashasvi Jaiswal made 45 before being bowled
by Fernando. Jaiswal had looked set for a half-century after hitting three boundaries in
the same over, but an attempted off-side shot produced an edge onto the stumps. His dis-
missal also led to a brief verbal exchange with Fernando, although players from both
sides quickly intervened.KL Rahul contributed 18 before falling to Lahiru Kumara, who
induced an outside edge that was taken by the wicketkeeper. India were subsequently
steadied by Padikkal and Gill.Rishabh Pant's innings was cut short after he was forced to
retire hurt on three. The wicketkeeper-batter was struck on the forearm while attempt-
ing a shot against Kumara in the 58th over. Despite receiving treatment from the physio-
therapist, Pant left the field because of the pain.Jadeja then joined Padikkal and scored
a useful 43 from 83 balls. He was India's fifth wicket, bowled by Fernando in the 85th over
after failing to judge the delivery correctly. Dhruv Jurel was unbeaten on seven at
stumps, while debutant Saransh Jain remained not out on four.Fernando was Sri Lanka's
most successful bowler, claiming three wickets, while Kumara and Keshara Nuwantha
took one each.India made one change from the first Test, bringing in 33-year-old off-spin-
ner Saransh Jain for Kuldeep Yadav. Sri Lanka made two changes, handing a debut to
Kamil Mishara and bringing in Pasindu Sooriyabandara.India, who won the opening
Test, will look to build a substantial first-innings total on the second day and strengthen
their bid to complete a series clean sweep.

Saransh Jain Makes India Debut Without IPL

At 33, Saransh Jain has
earned his India Test debut
without ever playing in the
Indian Premier League, mark-
ing a rare return to the tradi-
tional pathway of domestic
cricket.

Jain was named in India's
playing XI for the second Test
against Sri Lanka, becoming
only the third Indian player
since the IPL era began to
make his international debut
without having featured in the pg
lucrative T20 league.

Before Jain, Murali Vijay and
Mohammed Shami achieved
the distinction. Vijay made
his Test debut against
Australia in 2008, while Shami
entered international cricket -
in an ODI against Pakistan in 2013 Both players earned their opportunities through
strong performances in domestic cricket.

Jain has followed a similar route. The spin-bowling all-rounder has been a consistent per-
former in India's domestic circuit, combining useful batting with effective bowling. In 54
first-class matches, he has scored 2,223 runs and taken 188 wickets, numbers that eventu-
ally brought him into the national selection picture.

His selection is notable at a time when the IPL has become one of the most important
platforms for players seeking India recognition. Performances in the tournament often
attract the attention of selectors, particularly for limited-overs cricket. Jain's journey,
however, highlights that sustained excellence in domestic cricket can still open the door
to the national team.

The debut also gives Jain another distinction. At 33 years and 145 days, he has become
the oldest Indian player since 2000 to make his Test debut.

The last Indian to debut at an older age was Robin Singh, who was 35 years and 23 days
old when he entered Test cricket in 1998.

Jain's story stands in sharp contrast to the recent emergence of teenage sensation
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, who made headlines by becoming one of India's youngest interna-
tional debutants in T20 cricket. While Suryavanshi represents the rapid rise of young tal-
ent, Jain's selection demonstrates the value of patience, consistency and years of domes-
tic experience.

For Jain, the Sri Lanka Test is the culmination of a long domestic journey. His numbers
with both bat and ball have finally earned him the opportunity to represent India at the
highest level, without taking the IPL route that has become increasingly common in
modern Indian cricket.
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Bobby Deol Wants Beyond Villain Roles

Actor Bobby Deol is making a conscious effort to move beyond his increasingly familiar image as a
villain, saying he wants to explore a wider range of characters and
genres.Speaking on the sidelines of the Jagran Film Festival,
Bobby said actors are often typecast after finding success with a
particular kind of role. The 57-year-old actor acknowledged
that he has been receiving numerous offers to play antago-
nists but is determined to experiment with different char-
. acters."If an actor becomes successful in a particular 4
kind of role, they keep getting similar roles. That's
y 8 what happens in the industry. And I try really hard to
W®/ break out of that," Bobby said.He pointed to his recent
+ film Bandar as an example of his attempt to take on
. unconventional roles. Directed by Anurag ~
Kashyap, the film features Bobby asan _-4
3 ageing star accused of =
rape by his former 4j
girlfriend. Released
in theatres in
June, the movie
received positive
reviews from
critics.However,
Bobby has contin-
ued to appear as
an antagonist in
several major proj- |
ects. His other |
releases this year |
included Alpha, star- |
ring Alia Bhatt and |
Sharvari, and Jana |
Nayagan, in which he
appeared alongside Tamil
actor and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay. In |
both films, Bobby played |
negative characters.
The actor said he still enjoys |
portraying villains because the roles can offer considerable variety. According to |
him, antagonists can have different personalities, motivations and emotional shades, |
allowing actors to approach each character differently."Even within antagonist roles, !
there are different kinds of antagonists, with different shades. So I enjoy playing
those," he said.Bobby also revealed that he has several web series lined up, promising
that they will offer something different from his recent work. His next project is Prime
Video's spy thriller series Teen Kauwe, which is currently in production. The series
also stars Sidhant Gupta, Fatima Sana Shaikh and Pavail Gulati.Despite his willing-
ness to experiment, Bobby admitted that over-the-top and slapstick comedy remain gen-
res he finds difficult to understand and perform. He said such films require exception-
_ ally strong writing because comedy can be a risky space for actors."I
g don't understand over-the-top comedy, slapstick comedy so much. I
' p feel very uncomfortable doing that," he said.The 2026 edition of the
< Jagran Film Festival concluded on August 22, bringing together film-
makers, actors and cinema

D Raashii Khanna Marks
B 13 Years in Cinema

Actress Raashii Khanna has completed 13 years in the Indian film industry,
. reflecting on a journey that began with Madras Cafe in 2013 and has since
taken her across Hindi, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam cinema.
». The actress, who was recently seen in a special appearance in 120
Bahadur, said the years have passed quickly because she has always
viewed acting as a privilege rather than simply a profession.
"Thirteen years is a long time, and it has gone quickly because
the work has never stopped feeling like a privilege," Raashii
said while looking back at her career.
She recalled her debut in Madras Cafe as an important
milestone that shaped her approach to cinema.
According to the actress, the film gave her an opportu-
nity to be part of stories that mattered to her and
introduced her to collaborators who supported her
early career."Looking back at Madras Cafe reminds
me why I started. It gave me the chance to tell stories that
matter to me, and I am grateful to every collaborator who
has backed me along the way," she added.Over the past 13 years,
Raashii has established herself across multiple Indian film indus-
tries. Her work in Hindi, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam cinema has
helped her build a pan-India profile, with the actress deliberately choosing
projects across languages and genres.Her upcoming projects include the sec-
ond season of Raj & DK's popular series Farzi. Raashii is currently filming
the series and will reprise her role as RBI officer Megha Vyas. She will once
again share the screen with Shahid Kapoor and Vijay Sethupathi.Farzi is a
crime thriller centred on a disillusioned artist who turns to counterfeiting
after becoming frustrated with his financial circumstances. The series is
created, directed and produced by Raj & DK.Raashii also has several high-
profile film projects in the pipeline. She will be seen opposite superstar
Rajinikanth in the Tamil action thriller Dharman. The actress is also set to
star opposite Akshay Kumar in filmmaker Anees
Nandamuri ) Bazmee's upcoming comedy-drama.With sev-
]?i?ﬁkﬁlgﬁnﬁsl ?Spcr(;?;?t%dly tar- eral major projects lined up, Raashii
geting a December 24, 2026 theatrical Khanna's  13-year  journey

enthusiasts from across the
industry.

release, siett}ilng uﬁ) a potelntial C}%rlistmas- appears to be entering
season clash with several major films. ..
The film, directed by Gopichand Malineni, is cur- another promlslpg
rently progressing amid heightened expectations phase as she contin-
from Balakrishna's fans. The actor recently suffered ues to expand her
: . an injury during the shoot and is expected to return to
- the sets in September 2026. He is keen to resume filming and ensure that the project does not face further delays. presence ac

W\ If the December 24 date is finalised, NBK 111 will stay away from the Sankranthi 2027 race and instead target the ross Indian
“ Christmas holiday window. The perlod has proved favourable for Balakrishna in the past, with both Akhanda and Akhanda cinema.
2 reportedly enjoying strong theatrical success following their December releases.
= . However, the proposed release date could bring intense competition. Avengers: Doomsday is
e s expected to release in Telugu during the same period, while Denis Villeneuve's Dune: Part
NS .. Three is also scheduled around Christmas. Shah Rukh Khan's King is another major title
\ targeting the festive season.
Wlth big-ticket Hollywood and Bollywood projects competing for screens and audience

attention, NBK 111 could face a challenging theatrical battle if it retains the December

24 date. The makers will have to carefully assess the release landscape, particularly
across the Telugu-speaking states and other major markets.

Kajal Aggarwal is paired opposite Balakrishna in the film. Venkata Satish Kilaru is pro-
ducing the project under the Vriddhi Cinemas banner, while S. Thaman is composing the
music.

The project has already generated considerable interest among Balakrishna's fans, with its
teaser creating buzz around the actor's action-packed appearance. The film is expected to

showcase him in another powerful mass-oriented role.

T With Balakrishna planning to return to

the sets in September, the coming months
will be crucial for the production. If the team
manages to complete the remaining shoot and
post-production work on schedule, NBK 111 could arrive on December 24 and enter one of the

> Alia most competitive release windows of the year.
Bhatt and

Sharvari-starrer
Alpha, the first female-
led spy action thriller from
Yash Raj Films' Spy Universe,
is set for its digital premiere
after a disappointing theatrical
run.
— Directed by Shiv Rawail, Alpha arrived with

considerable expectations, backed by the popularity of the Spy Universe
and a strong ensemble cast. However, despite the franchise connection and
star power, the film failed to make a significant impact at the box office.
The latest update is that Alpha will begin streaming on Netflix from August 28,
2026. The film will be available in Hindi, while there is currently no official confir-
mation about the availability of dubbed versions.Alia Bhatt leads the film alongside
Sharvari, with both actresses playing prominent roles in the spy action thriller. The movie

also features several established names from the franchise. Hrithik Roshan makes a cameo

appearance as Kabir, while Bobby Deol and Anil Kapoor play key roles.The film was positioned as a

major expansion of the YRF Spy Universe, which has previously featured popular characters played

by stars including Salman Khan, Shah Rukh Khan and

Hrithik Roshan. With Alpha, the franchise aimed to .«
bring female protagonists to the forefront of
its action-driven universe.While the
theatrical response fell short of

expectations, the film's arrival
on Netflix gives it an opportu-
tt' I nity to reach a much wider

audience. OTT releases
have often helped films that
Printed by Published by GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN on behalf of GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN, printed at and published at PLOT NO. 168, G FLOOR, KK NAGAR, PHASE-2, GANDHAMGUDA, BANDLAGUDA JAGIR,
RAJENDRANAGAREditor GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN. PRGI Registration No. “TGENG/25/A2485”. Phone Number 9100571249, Email ID: ggravikiran@gmail.com

underperformed in cinemas
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find renewed interest among (
streaming viewers.For Alia Bhatt
and Sharvari, Alpha also represents 43
an important addition to their filmo-
graphies, particularly because of its
large-scale action and connection to
one of Indian cinema's most commer- I
cially successful spy franchises.With its
Netflix premiere now locked for August 28, attention
will shift to whether Alpha can receive a stronger
response from streaming audiences than it did
during its theatrical release.




