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44.89 Lakh Electors Not Found During
Door-to-Door Verification in AP

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Amaravati: As many as
44,89,512 electors were report-
ed as not found at their given
addresses during the enumera-
tion phase of the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Andhra Pradesh. The
figure includes voters who
were deceased, permanently
shifted, found to have multiple
enrolmentsw, untraceable, or
unavailable for other reasons.

According to the draft elec-
toral roll details released after
the completion of the enumer-
ation process, 15,22,174 names
were linked to deceased voters,
14,43,888 voters had perma-
nently shifted, 7,37,218 cases
involved multiple enrolments,
and 7,77,905 voters could not be
traced. The verification pro-
cess was carried out through
door-to-door visits by Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) from
June 15 to July 24.

The enumeration phase cov-
ered all 175 Assembly constitu-
encies in the state, with
3,71,38,182 forms received and
digitised, accounting for 89.22
per cent of the total electors.
The draft electoral roll pub-
lished on July 31 showed the

Subsidised Power Extended to

AquaFarmersinNon-AquaZones

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu has decided to ex-
tend subsidised electricity to
aqua farmers operating in non-
aqua zones from this month.
He directed officials to provide
power to these farmers at the
same subsidised rate of 1.50
per unit available in designat-
ed aqua zones. The decision is
expected to benefit around
12,500 aqua farmers across the
state.

The Chief Minister reviewed
the impact of El Nifo, rainfall
conditions, crop cultivation,
and water resources with offi-
cials at the Secretariat on
Tuesday. He directed officials
and public representatives to
take the E1 Nino Mitigation Ac-

tion Plan to farmers and ex-
plain alternative cultivation
methods. Farmer awareness
programmes will begin from
August 7. With forecasts indi-
cating below-normal rainfall
until October due to El Nino
conditions, Naidu stressed the
importance of contingency
cultivation plans. He instruct-
ed officials to create awareness
about PMDS cultivation meth-
ods and provide timely field-
level information through the
Rythu App. He also directed
departments to prepare plans
considering the increased cul-
tivated area despite reduced
rainfall and integrate livestock
fodder management with the
VBG Ram G programme. The
Chief Minister ordered imple-
mentation of a P3
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People Proud Say Ministers

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Ministers Anagani Satya
Prasad, S. Savitha and Munici-
pal Administration Minister P.
Narayana on Tuesday inspect-
ed the ongoing construction
works in Amaravati and said
the first phase of the capital
city project would be complet-
ed by August 2028.

The ministers reviewed the
progress of the Secretariat,

Head of Department (HoD)
towers, Iconic Towers, minis-
ters' residences and the resi-
dential complexes for MLAs
and MLCs. They expressed sat-
isfaction with the pace of con-
struction and the quality of
infrastructure being devel-
oped.Addressing the media,
Anagani Satya Prasad said
Amaravati was being devel-
oped as a world-class capital
that would bring pride P3
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total electorate strength in
Andhra Pradesh at 3,72,02,684,
including service voters.
Chief Electoral Officer
Vivek Yadav stated that no vot-
er would be removed from the
electoral roll without following
due procedure. He said electors
whose details could not be
linked or had discrepancies
with the 2002 SIR records
would be issued notices, pro-
vided an opportunity for hear-
ing, and decisions would be
taken only through speaking
orders by the ERO/AERO au-
thorities.He also informed that
lists of Absent, Shifted, Death
and Duplicate (ASDD) electors
have been displayed at ERO/
AERO offices, Gram Panchayat
and municipal offices, polling
stations and uploaded on the
CEO website to ensure

transparency.

Vivek Yadav conducted an
all-party meeting at the AP
Secretariat on Tuesday and
handed over soft copies of the
draft electoral rolls to political
party representatives. He ap-
preciated the efforts of BL.Os
and Booth Level Agents (BLAS)
during the revision exercise,
while representatives of politi-
cal parties expressed satisfac-
tion with the process.The CEO
further informed that polling
station rationalisation has
been completed by District
Election Officers, increasing
the number of polling stations
from 46,397 to 50,330 after fix-
ing a maximum limit of 1,200
electors per station. He ap-
pealed to eligible citizens, po-
litical parties and civil society
organisations to actively par-
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ticipate in the Claims and Ob-
jections process to ensure an
accurate and inclusive elector-
al roll.

Naidu Calls For Collective Effort To
Achieve 15% Growth Rate

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu called upon people
to extend cooperation to
achieve a 15 per cent growth
rate and build a healthy,
wealthy and happy Andhra
Pradesh.

Addressing media persons at
the Secretariat on Monday, the
Chief Minister released the
progress report and financial
status of the state for 2024-2026.
He said it was the govern-
ment’s responsibility to ex-
plain the development and fi-
nancial situation to the people.
Naidu said the NDA govern-
ment was focusing on decen-
tralised development across all
regions while implementing
welfare schemes through
wealth creation. Referring to
the response received during
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the inauguration of
Bhogapuram Airport, he said
the project would become a
growth corridor for North
Andhra and reflected the im-
pact of good governance. The
Chief Minister said Andhra
Pradesh achieved a GSDP
growth rate of 13.5 per cent
during 2014-2019, but it de-
clined to 10.3 per cent during
2019-24, causing a loss of ¥6.94
lakh crore. He added that the
state could have earned an ad-
ditional %76,195 crore in reve-

nue if the earlier growth rate
had continued. He said the per
capita income gap increased
from ¥55,817 in 2019 to ¥1,06,854
during 2023-24. Naidu alleged
that the previous government
stalled Amaravati capital
works, delayed the Polavaram
project and weakened investor
confidence, leaving the state
with liabilities of ¥9.74 lakh
crore. He said the NDA govern-
ment adopted a multi-pronged
strategy focusing on clearing
pending liabilities, welfare im-
plementation, investments and
good governance. He added
that the 2026-27 budget focused
on balanced regional develop-
ment through special initia-
tives for Visakhapatnam, Am-
aravati and Tirupati economic
regions. The Chief Minister
said the government revived 86
centrally sponsored schemes
by clearing?8,695

<100 CGrore Central Yoga Research
Institute To Gome Up Near Guntur

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Amaravati : The state is set
to emerge as a major centre for
Yoga and Naturopathy re-
search with the establishment
of the Central Research Insti-
tute for Yoga and Naturopathy
(CRIYN) near Guntur at an es-
timated cost of 100 crore. The
institute will come up on 15.03
acres of land at Nadimpalem
in Prathipadu Mandal of Gun-
tur district and is expected to
commence operations in 2028.

The proposed institute will
include a 100-bed specialised
hospital offering treatment for
lifestyle diseases and chronic
health conditions through
Yoga and Naturopathy. The fa-
cility will also have advanced
research laboratories, training
centres and specialised treat-
ment wings, integrating re-
search, healthcare and train-
ing activities under one roof.
State Minister for Health and
Medical Education Satya Ku-
mar Yadav said that the insti-
tute, being established under
the Central Council for Re-
search in Yoga and Naturopa-
thy (CCRYN) of the Union
Ministry of AYUSH, will con-
duct scientific research, vali-
date the effectiveness of Yoga
and Naturopathy practices,
and train doctors and re-
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searchers. He stated that an of-
ficial team from the Union
Ministry of AYUSH inspected
the proposed site on Tuesday
and approved the location. The
Minister said that site develop-
ment works, including con-
struction of roads, drains and
other infrastructure facili-
ties, would be completed with-
in three months and handed
over to the Central Govern-
ment for further construction
activities. The Minister also
said that the institute would
strengthen Andhra Pradesh’s
position as a national hub for
Yoga and Naturopathy re-
search and healthcare. Simi-
lar institutes are functioning
in Jhajjar (Haryana), Naga-
mangala (Karnataka) and Di-
brugarh (Assam), while pro-
jects are under construction
in Raipur (Chhattisgarh) and
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Jatni (Odisha). Earlier, Gun-
tur District Collector C.M.
Saikanth Varma inspected
the proposed site along with
State AYUSH Department Di-
rector Gopalakrishna Ronan-
ki, Central Council for Re-
search in Yoga & Naturopathy
Director Dr. Jyothi Keswani,
Union AYUSH Ministry Sen-
ior Project Manager Pramod
Varma and Research Officer
Dr. N.V. Gnanadeep Tata-
varthi. During the inspection,
officials finalised plans for
site levelling, stormwater
drains, a 40-foot-wide ap-
proach road from National
Highway-16 and a nearby bus
stop to improve connectivity.
The officials noted that the lo-
cation’s proximity to Guntur
city and NH-16 would provide
a major advantage for the
institute.

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu paying tribute to
the portrait of late Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao, former
minister and champion of the Telugu language, on his birth
anniversary at the camp office.

India Brings Back 274 Fugitive
Criminals Since 2019

New Delhi, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

India has brought back 274
fugitive criminals from 36
countries between 2019 and
2026 as part of a strengthened
extradition strategy under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and guidance
of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, the Union Government
said on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs stated that the Modi Gov-
ernment has made extradition
of fugitives a national priority
by adopting a technology-driv-
en and intelligence-based ap-
proach built on three pillars
— global operations, strong co-
ordination and smart diploma-
cy.The government said the ex-
tradition process has been
pursued in mission mode since
2020 with legal reforms, includ-
ing amendments to the Nation-
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al Investigation Agency (NIA)
Act and Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in
2019. The three new criminal
laws introduced in 2024 also in-
clude provisions for trial in ab-
sentia under Sections 355 and
356 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).
The Centre highlighted that
BHARATPOL, launched in
2025, has connected more than
1,400 agencies P3

CRDA proves Major Proiets To

Transform Amaravati Into Global Hub

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The CRDA Authority has ap-
proved several major develop-
ment projects aimed at rebuild-
ing Amaravati capital region

with emphasis on technology,
infrastructure, tourism and
cultural identity.State Minister
for Municipal Administration
and Urban Development P.
Narayana announced the deci-
sions taken at the P3

Godavari Mega Water Grid :
Gains Momentum To Resolve
Coastal Water Crisis

ARN Mahesh

Amaravati: Ensuring drink-
ing water security in coastal
villages has emerged as a ma-
jor priority with the progress
of the Amarajeevi Jaladhara’
project under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. The mega water grid
projects in the combined East
and West Godavari districts
are expected to address long-
pending drinking water needs
of rural communities by
strengthening water supply
infrastructure.
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The government has intensi-
fied monitoring of intake
wells, water treatment plants,
reservoirs and pipeline net-
works under the projects
aimed at benefiting P3

Koteswara Rao and Shobharaju

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
BureauRenowned spiritual or-
ator and advisor on moral val-
ues Chaganti Koteswara Rao
met Minister for Education, IT
and Electronics Nara Lokesh
at his residence in Undavalli
on Tuesday and discussed the
importance of value-based ed-
ucation for students.Chaganti
Koteswara Rao highlighted the
need to inculcate human val-
ues, discipline and morality
among children from an early
age to shape them into respon-
sible citizens. He expressed
happiness over being associat-
ed with the Andhra Pradesh
government’s initiative of in-
troducing moral-value lessons
in government schools on ‘No
Bag Day’. The spiritual orator
appreciated the government’s
efforts to promote holistic edu-

cation through moral educa-
tion and explained the signifi-
cance of integrating ethical
values into the learning pro-
cess. Meanwhile, Padma Shri
awardee and renowned classi-
cal singer Shobharaju also met
Minister Nara Lokesh at his
residence. Known for her dedi-
cated efforts in promoting Tal-
lapaka Annamacharya’s san-
keertanas, Shobharaju
presented a portrait of Anna-
macharya to the Minister. Nara
Lokesh honoured Shobharaju
by presenting her with an idol
of Lord Venkateswara. The
Minister appreciated her con-
tributions towards promoting
Telugu culture, Sanatana
Dharma and spirituality, and
her efforts to preserve An-
namayya’s devotional composi-
tions for future generations.
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Tiger Death Case Probe Intensifies,
Forest Officials Seize Crucial Evidence

Giddalur, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The investigation into the
death of atiger in the Giddalur
forest division has gained mo-
mentum, with Forest Depart-
ment officials making signifi-
cant progress in collecting
evidence. Officials have report-
edly seized seven tiger claws,
leg bones, and a weapon alleg-
edly connected with the case as
part of the ongoing probe.

Deputy Director of Project
Tiger (Giddalur) Nisha Ku-
mari said the coordinated ef-
forts of the Forest and Police
Departments, along with the
support of modern technology,
have strengthened the investi-
gation. She stated that the spe-
cialized HANUMAN team
played a key role in tracing evi-
dence and assisting field-level
inquiries.A case has been reg-

istered under relevant provi-
sions of the Wildlife Protection
Act, and further investigation
is underway to identify all per-
sons involved in the incident.
Officials are examining the cir-
cumstances leading to the ti-
ger’s death and are collecting
scientific and forensic evi-
dence to establish the facts.

The Forest Department is
following established protocols
in handling the tiger mortality
case, including detailed inves-
tigation and evidence verifica-
tion before arriving at conclu-
sions. The National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) mandates that tiger
death cases be examined
through evidence such as post-
mortem reports, forensic anal-
ysis, and other supporting re-
cords to determine the cause
of mortality.

BC Protection Act Draft
To Be Finalised Today:
Minister Savitha

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Alliance government is
set to finalise the draft of the
proposed BC Protection Act,
fulfilling its election promise,
said BC Welfare Minister S.
Savitha. A key meeting on the
legislation will be held on
Wednesday at Murali Fortune
in Vijayawada.

The proposed Act aims to
protect BC communities from
caste-based verbal abuse, at-
tacks and other atrocities, on
the lines of the SC/ST Atroci-
ties Act. Around 15 categories
of offences are expected to be
covered, with provisions for
special courts to ensure speedy
justice. Savitha said eight BC
ministers have held multiple
discussions and officials pre-

pared the draft after examin-
ing existing laws and ensuring
constitutional validity. Sugges-
tions from BC representatives
will be considered before sub-
mitting the final draft to Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu. The meeting will be at-
tended by ministers Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu, Kollu Ravindra,
Anagani Satya Prasad, Satya
Kumar Yadav, Kolusu Par-
thasarathy, Vasamsetti Sub-
hash and Kondapalli Srinivas,
along with Home Minister An-
ita and Law Minister NMD Fa-
rooq. Around 30 MLAs, four
MLCs and six MPs from the BC
community are expected to
participate. Savitha said
Andhra Pradesh would be the
first state to introduce a dedi-
cated protection law for BCs.

Complete Polavaram Left Canal Works
by August, Nimmala Warns Agencies

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Water Resources Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu warned
that strict action would be tak-
en against officials and agen-
cies if the Polavaram Left Ca-
nal and Pushkara Lift
Irrigation Scheme pipeline
works were not completed
within the scheduled
timeframe.

The Minister held a review
meeting at his camp office in
Vijayawada on Tuesday with
officials and representatives of
executing agencies to assess
the progress of the projects.
Special Chief Secretary (Water
Resources) Shashi Bhushan,
Irrigation Advisor M. Ven-
kateswara Rao, Engineer-in-
Chief (ENC) Narasimha Mur-
thy, Polavaram Left Canal
Superintending Engineer (SE)
Yesubabu and agency repre-
sentatives participated.

Minister Nimmala expressed
displeasure over delays in the
works, particularly after re-

cently inspecting the National
Highway crossing bridges near
Araempudi and Bendapudi vil-
lages near Annavaram under
the Polavaram Left Canal pro-
ject. He had also informed
Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu about the sta-
tus of the works.

Following the Chief Minis-
ter’s directions, officials were
instructed to prepare a clear
schedule to remove hurdles
and ensure the diversion of Go-
davari waters to North Andhra
through the Polavaram Left
Canal up to Anakapalli by
August.

The Minister directed offi-
cials to coordinate with the Na-
tional Highways Authority for
integrating highways with the
newly constructed bridges. He
also expressed concern over
delays in the Pushkara Lift
Scheme pipeline works and or-
dered officials to submit a com-
pletion schedule, warning of
strict action for further
delays.

‘SADAREM Services Introduced on
Mana Mitra WhatsApp Governance

Uday Krishna

Amaravati: The State gov-
ernment has introduced SAD-
AREM (Software for Assess-
ment of Disabled for Access
Rehabilitation and Empower-
ment) services through the
Mana Mitra WhatsApp Gov-
ernance platform, enabling
persons with disabilities to ac-
cess essential services easily
using their mobile phones.

As per the directions of
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, the SADAREM ser-
vices have been integrated into
the platform, the Real Time
Governance Society (RTGS)
said in a statement. The facili-
ty allows users to check slot
availability, book appoint-
ments and download disability
certificates without visiting
MeeSeva centres or village and
ward secretariats.

Persons with disabilities can
access the service by sending a
“Hi” message to 9552300009 on

WhatsApp. After selecting
“Citizen Services” from the
menu, users can choose “SAD-
AREM Services” and follow
the instructions to complete
the process.

The RTGS stated that the ini-
tiative aims to improve acces-
sibility, transparency and con-
venience in delivering public
services. It reduces the need
for travel, minimises waiting
time and eliminates paper-
work, allowing beneficiaries to
complete procedures from
their homes.

The integration of SADAR-
EM services into the Mana Mi-
tra platform is part of the gov-
ernment’s broader effort to
expand digital governance and
ensure that citizens can access
essential services anytime and
anywhere. Officials urged eli-
gible beneficiaries across the
State to utilise the facility for
faster and hassle-free service
delivery.
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Union Minister Reviews DDU-GKY 2.0 Progress

New Delhi, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Union Minister of State for
Rural Development and Com-
munications Dr. Pemmasani
Chandrasekhar on Tuesday re-
viewed the implementation of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gra-
meen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-
GKY) 2.0 and stressed the need
for timely execution and tech-
nology-driven reforms to
strengthen rural skill
development.

Chairing areview meeting at
Sanchar Bhavan, the minister
directed officials to ensure that
training and placement targets
under the scheme are achieved
within the stipulated timeline.
He also emphasised improving
transparency and efficiency
through digital initiatives.

Officials informed the meet-
ing that since its launch in
2014-15, DDU-GKY has trained
18.45 lakh rural youth, while

12.35 lakh have secured wage
employment across various
sectors. The revised DDU-GKY
2.0 framework includes a com-
prehensive digital platform for
project approvals, candidate
management, assessments, fi-
nancial monitoring and place-
ment tracking.

The minister also reviewed
proposals for a public candi-
date registration portal, ad-

V000

www.truepointnews.com

vanced monitoring dash-
boards, blockchain-based
certificate verification, online
grievance redressal, facial au-
thentication-based attendance
and simplified approval pro-
cesses to make the programme
more transparent, citizen-
friendly and effective in creat-
ing sustainable employment
opportunities for rural youth.

Amaravati Chitra Kala Veedhi
Art Festival Poster Unvelled

Vijayawada, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Minister for Tourism, Cul-
ture and Cinematography Kan-
dula Durgesh unveiled the
poster for the ‘Amaravati Chi-
tra Kala Veedhi’ (Amaravati
Art Street) festival at his camp
office in Vijayawada on
Tuesday.

The two-day festival will be
held on August 8 and 9 at Ko-
ritepadu-Vidyanagar road
near the Guntur Inner Ring
Road under the aegis of the
Andhra Pradesh State Creativ-
ity and Culture Commission.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister said the festival
aims to showcase the cultural
richness of Andhra Pradesh
and provide a platform for art-
ists to exhibit their creativity.
He invited art lovers, students
and the public to participate in
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large numbers.

The event will feature over
800 stalls displaying artworks
and handicrafts from across
the country, along with live art
performances, musical con-
certs, nine entertainment stag-
es, art installations, photo
booths and food courts. The
festival will be open from 10 am
to 8 pm on both days.
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Durgesh said the success of
last year’s art street event in
Rajamahendravaram inspired
the government to organise
this year’s festival on a larger
scale in Guntur, near
Amaravati.

AP Creativity and Culture
Commission Chairperson Po-
dapati Tejaswi also attended
the poster launch.

Dr. NTR UHS Holds Orientation on

Revised Physmtherapy CI!I‘I‘I(:Illllm

Vijayawada, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Dr. NTR University of Health
Sciences (Dr. NTR UHS), Vi-
jayawada, conducted an orien-
tation programme on the re-
vised Bachelor of
Physiotherapy curriculum no-
tified by the National Commis-
sion for Allied and Healthcare
Professions (NCAHP), New
Delhi, on Tuesday.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Dr. P. Chandrasekhar,
Vice-Chancellor, and Dr. T. Sai
Sudheer, Registrar of Dr. NTR
UHS. Principals of 69 affiliated
Physiotherapy Colleges par-
ticipated in the programme
along with senior officials.

Addressing the gathering,
Vice-Chancellor Dr. P. Chan-
drasekhar stressed the impor-
tance of implementing the re-
vised curriculum uniformly to
improve the quality of physio-
therapy education and align
academic standards with
NCAHP guidelines. He said the
university was taking steps to
introduce the Bachelor of
Physiotherapy course in well-

established Government Medi-
cal Colleges across Andhra
Pradesh and proposals had al-
ready been submitted to the
State Government.

Registrar Dr. T. Sai Sudheer
urged affiliated colleges to
adopt the revised curriculum
effectively and coordinate with
the university to ensure better
academic standards and learn-
ing outcomes for students.

The programme was attend-
ed by Dr. V. Radhika Reddy, Ad-
ditional Director of Medical
Education (Academic), Dr. Ch.
Sreekanth, Controller of Ex-
aminations, Dr. NTR UHS,

Yalamanchili Venkateswara
Rao, Chairperson, Andhra
Pradesh State Allied and
Healthcare Professions Coun-
cil, Bheema Sumila, Secretary,
Andhra Pradesh State Allied
and Healthcare Professions
Council, Dr. M. Lakshmi Surya
Prabha, Director (Research &
Development), Dr. K. Sudha,
Director (Publications), and K.
Neelima, Joint Registrar
(Academic).

The participants discussed
the revised curriculum and of-
fered suggestions for effective
implementation across all af-
filiated institutions.

WB, ADB Teams Review Amaravati
Projects and Safety Measures

Amaravati, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

A joint team from the World
Bank (WB) and Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) continued
its three-day visit to Amarava-
ti, holding discussions with
APCRDA officials at Rayapudi
on Tuesday.

The team reviewed worker
safety at construction sites, so-
cial and environmental safe-
guards, road safety measures
and implementation of safety
standards. APCRDA officials
briefed them on land pooling
and land acquisition activities,
with the delegation suggesting
measures for effective execu-
tion in capital region villages.

The team also examined the
Grievance Redressal Mecha-
nism (GRM) set up to address

complaints from farmers and
residents.Discussions covered
fund disbursement plans for
2027, progress of projects im-
plemented through Amaravati
Growth and Infrastructure
Corporation Limited (AGICL),
and proposed Public-Private

Partnershlp (PPP) projects.

The delegation further of-
fered suggestions on develop-
ment of green buffer zones and
parks by Amaravati Develop-
ment Corporation Limited
(ADCL) as part of sustainable
capital city planning.
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Shiv Prakash Meets Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Bharatiya Janata Party Na-
tional Joint General Secretary
Shiv Prakash met Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan
at the camp office on Tuesday
and inquired about his health.
Pawan Kalyan is currently re-
covering after undergoing

shoulder surgery. Shiv Prakash
wished him a speedy recovery
and expressed hope that he
would soon regain full health
and continue his public service
actively. BJP State President
P.V.N. Madhav and State Or-
ganizing General Secretary
Madhukar also participated in
the meeting.

APCC Seeks Medical Educa-
tion Reforms from Governor

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) sub-
mitted a representation to Gov-
ernor S. Abdul Nazeer seeking
reforms in medical education,
NEET admissions, counselling
procedures and the admission
system of Dr. NTR University
of Health Sciences (Dr.
NTRUHS).

APCC Official Spokesperson
N. Kiran Kumar Reddy raised
concerns over multiple appli-
cation processes, high fees,
lack of transparency, uncer-
tain counselling schedules and
financial burden on students.

The Congress sought a “One
NEET-One State-One Applica-
tion-One Fee” system, greater
state autonomy in medical ad-
missions, reforms in the NEET

qualifying process and meas-
ures to prevent wastage of PG
and super-speciality seats.

The representation also
sought a master academic cal-
endar for health science cours-
es, student-friendly counsel-
ling schedules and admissions
to nursing and allied courses
through AP EAMCET merit.

APCC demanded a review of
Management and NRI quotas
in government medical colleg-
es, 10 per cent reservation for
government school students,
and an independent audit of
admissions, counselling, fees
and financial transactions at
Dr. NTRUHS.

It urged the Governor’s in-
tervention for transparent, af-
fordable and merit-based
reforms.

Pawan Kalyan Pays Tribute to
Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan paid tributes to
former Andhra Pradesh minis-
ter Mandali Venkata Krishna
Rao on his birth centenary, re-
calling his contributions to

Telugu language, culture and
public service. He described
Mandali as a leader of simplic-
ity and values, praising his
role in the first World Telugu
Conference and relief efforts
during the 1977 Diviseema
cyclone.

APCRDA Holds Grama Sah-
has onAmaravati Master Plan

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Authority
(APCRDA) conducted Grama
Sabhas at Ananthavaram and
Nekkallu villages on Tuesday
as part of the Amaravati Mas-
ter Plan implementation.Offi-
cials explained village circula-
tion plans, integration of
existing roads with the Land
Pooling Scheme (LPS) net-
work, and proposed infrastruc-
ture development under the
West Central-1 Grid. Special
Deputy Collector P. Padma-
vathi highlighted the impor-
tance of planned road connec-
tivity based on future needs.

Surveys are being conducted
to map existing road networks
and connectivity, with the data
to be used for preparing effec-
tive village road plans. Villag-
ers actively participated and
shared suggestions, which of-
ficials said would be consid-
ered in finalising the plans.AP-
CRDA stated that Grama
Sabhas will be held in phases
across capital region villages.
Officials from various depart-
ments and technical experts
from The Urbanizer are par-
ticipating in the process.The
next Grama Sabhas are sched-
uled at Thullur and Nelapadu
on Wednesday.
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An Unfinished Journey in the Midst of Development

View©Point

Assessing the development
of a state is not merely about
counting the roads that have
been built, the industries that
have been established or the
funds that have been spent. It is
equally important to recognise
a region's potential, under-
stand its strengths and honest-
ly analyse the challenges that
still remain. It is with this ob-
jective that this special study,
"Andhra Pradesh Development
Audit (2014-2026)," has attempt-
ed to comprehensively exam-
ine the development journey
of the state's three regions. The
study highlights one funda-
mental conclusion: Andhra
Pradesh's progress has never
depended on a single region.
Rather, it is the combined
strength of its three distinct
regions that forms the founda-
tion of +the state's
development.

North Andhra: Turning the
Sea into Opportunity

North Andhra is steadily
transforming its long coastline
into an engine of economic
growth. Through ports, logis-
tics, industrial corridors and a
maritime economy, the region
is emerging as Andhra
Pradesh's gateway to the world.
Yet North Andhra presents a
striking contrast. On one hand,
it possesses nearly 350 kilome-
tres of coastline, the natural
harbour of Visakhapatnam...
one of the largest in the coun-
try—rich mineral resources,
enormous tourism potential
and a strategic location for in-
dustrial expansion. On the oth-
er hand, many young people
continue to migrate in search
of employment, farmers have
waited for decades for assured
irrigation, and public disap-
pointment persists over unful-
filled promises. The gap be-
tween these two realities
defines North Andhra's devel-

2 \Chennu Peddiraj

/ANDHRA PRADESH .

-

DEVELOPMENT AUD

opment story. Over the past
twelve years, successive gov-
ernments have made sustained
efforts to place the region's de-
velopment on a stronger
trajectory.

South Coastal Andhra: Con-
verting Fertile Land into Eco-
nomic Strength

South Coastal Andhra is
transforming its fertile plains
into a powerful economic en-
gine. Agriculture, aquaculture,
food processing, maritime
trade and the highly produc-
tive delta ecosystem have
strengthened not only the
state's food security but also its
export potential. As Amaravati
evolves into the state capital,
its success will depend on be-
coming more than just an ad-
ministrative city. It must
emerge as the development
hub of South Coastal Andhra
by integrating seamlessly with
every major sector and every
region of the state. A capital
city is not defined solely by
government buildings. Univer-
sities that attract students, re-
search institutions that drive
innovation, world-class health-
care facilities, a vibrant knowl-
edge economy and efficient
transport networks together
create a genuine centre of re-
gional development. That re-
mains Amaravati's real chal-
lenge.Similarly, the ports of
South Coastal Andhra should
not merely function as places
where ships dock. They must
serve as economic gateways
connecting agriculture, aqua-
culture, industry and global
markets. The region's aquacul-
ture sector is no longer just an

HC Dismissal of YSROP PIL Proves
DSC Transparency: Minister

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Minister B.C. Janardhan
Reddy on Tuesday welcomed
the High Court's dismissal of
the PIL filed by YSRCP leaders
against the DSC teacher re-
cruitment process, saying the
verdict reaffirmed the trans-
parency of the recruitment
exercise.

The minister alleged that the
YSRCP had attempted to stall
the DSC process through court
cases for political gains. He
said the Alliance government
conducted the recruitmentina
fair and transparent manner
after examining all objections

raised by candidates before an-
nouncing the final results.

Janardhan Reddy criticised
the previous YSRCP govern-
ment for failing to conduct a
Mega DSC during its five-year
tenure and questioned its mor-
al right to comment on the cur-
rent recruitment process.

He said the government had
released a job calendar with
10,060 vacancies, with appoint-
ments to be made in four phas-
es. The minister reiterated that
the Alliance government re-
mains committed to safeguard-
ing the interests of unem-
ployed youth and ensuring
transparent recruitment.

Guduri Srinivas Demands Education
Reforms, Alleges DSC Irregularities

Rajamahendravaram, Au-
gust 4 | TPN Bureau

YSRCP Rajamahendravaram
Parliamentary Constituency
In-charge Dr. Guduri Srinivas
called for major reforms in the
education system, alleging ir-
regularities in the DSC recruit-
ment process and increasing
corporate influence in
education.

Addressing the media after a
YSRCP-organised round-table
conference on alleged DSC and
NEET examination irregulari-
ties, he said urgent measures
were needed to strengthen pub-
lic education. He alleged that
the Alliance government was

supporting corporate institu-
tions while neglecting govern-
ment schools. Dr. Srinivas said
former Chief Minister Y.S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy had improved
public education through digi-
tal initiatives and infrastruc-
ture development. He appealed
to parents to encourage gov-
ernment school education to
reduce financial burdens. He
further alleged that merit was
compromised in the DSC re-
cruitment process and de-
manded a transparent inquiry.
He said YSRCP would intensify
its agitation and organise
large-scale protests against the
alleged irregularities.

State MPs Present Amaravati
Book to Radhakrishnan

New Delhi, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

A delegation of MPs, led by
Parliamentary Party leader
Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu,
on Tuesday presented a coffee-
table book titled "Amaravati:
Built by the People, Secured by
Destiny" to Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.The book
outlines the progress of Am-
aravati's development, the
challenges faced after Andhra

Pradesh's bifurcation and the
revival of construction works.
The TDP said the publication
was intended to brief national
leaders on the capital city's de-
velopment following Parlia-
ment's decision recognising
Amaravati as the state's sole
capital.The MPs also presented
copies to Union Railway Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw and sev-
eral Members of Parliament as
part of a campaign to highlight
Amaravati's ongoing
development.

agricultural activity; it has
evolved into an export-oriented
industry linking the rural
economy with international
markets. The study clearly
demonstrates that multiple
pathways are now emerging
for South Coastal Andhra's sus-
tained growth.

Rayalaseema: Transforming

Constraints into Opportuni-

ties

Rayalaseema is steadily con-
verting its natural limitations
into development opportuni-
ties. Through the expansion of
irrigation, a horticultural rev-
olution, mineral-based indus-
trialisation, renewable energy,
spiritual and charitable insti-
tutions, and advances in educa-
tion and healthcare, the region
is witnessing the emergence of
a new economic and social
landscape. Along with Tiruma-
la, Srikalahasti and Puttapar-
thi, Srisailam has become one
of Rayalaseema's most signifi-
cant spiritual and tourism des-
tinations. Revered as one of the
twelve Jyotirlingas and also
recognised as a Shakti Peetha,
it attracts millions of pilgrims
every year. The surrounding
Nallamala forests, the Srisail-
am reservoir, the hydel power
project and the region's scenic
beauty together make it an im-
portant centre for spiritual,
ecological and nature-based
tourism.Likewise, spiritual
centres such as Tirumala, Sri-
kalahasti, Srisailam, Ahobi-
lam, Yaganti, Mantralayam
and Puttaparthi, together with
heritage and eco-tourism desti-
nations such as Gandikota, Be-
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lum Caves, Lepakshi, Horsley
Hills and Talakona Waterfalls,
are increasingly emerging as
important drivers of regional
development. The Rural Devel-
opment Trust (RDT) repre-
sents far more than a volun-
tary organisation. It is a quiet
social revolution that has dem-
onstrated how community par-
ticipation can become a power-
ful force for human
development in Rayalaseema.
A region once known for view-
ing its scorching climate as a
curse is today converting the
same sunshine into economic
wealth through renewable en-
ergy. By transforming natural
constraints into development
opportunities, Rayalaseema
hasreached one of the most re-
markable turning points in its
history.

The Biggest Lesson

The most important lesson
from these three regional stud-
ies is that there is no single
model of development. Every
region must build its own de-
velopment path based on its ge-
ography, natural resources, hu-
man capital and social history.
Policies that recognise these
regional strengths and enable
them to complement one an-
other are the true foundation
of balanced development. At
the same time, this study does
not end with a list of achieve-
ments, because development is
never a completed chapter. Wa-
ter security, quality employ-
ment, value-added industries,
skill development, urbanisa-
tion, environmental sustaina-
bility, technological innovation
and improvements in human
development indicators re-
main the key priorities for the
coming decade.The future of
Andhra Pradesh will not be
shaped by investment alone. It
will depend equally on region-
al balance. If one region re-
mains weak, the state cannot
become truly strong. If one re-
gion progresses, the state
moves forward only partially.
But when all three regions
grow simultaneously by build-

ing on their respective
strengths, comprehensive and
sustainable development be-
comes possible. This study has
never sought to glorify any gov-
ernment or assign blame to
anyone. Its objective has been
to understand development
through facts, identify the
strengths of each region and
provide a foundation for in-
formed discussion about fu-
ture opportunities.Develop-
ment is not a destination—it is
a continuous journey. In that
journey, North Andhra con-
tributes its maritime strength.
South Coastal Andhra pro-
vides food security and export
potential. Rayalaseema con-
tributes resilience, innovation
and the ability to transform
adversity into opportunity.
These three regions are not
competitors; they are comple-
mentary pillars supporting
Andhra Pradesh's future. The
state's long-term prosperity de-
pends upon this balanced vi-
sion of development. With this,
our special series, "Andhra
Pradesh Development Audit
(2014-2026)," comes to a close.
The journey of Andhra
Pradesh's development, how-
ever, continues. It is our hope
that future generations will
carry this journey even
further.

*SMALL BOX ITEM*
*WITHIN THE FEATURE*

Over the past 17 days, True
Point presented a special series
on Andhra Pradesh’s develop-
ment journey from 2014 to 2026,
focusing on the progress of the
bifurcated state. The series
aimed to present facts without
political bias, criticism, or fa-
vouritism, offering a balanced
and evidence-based account.

Designed as a documented
record rather than political
commentary, these articles will
serve as a historical reference
for future generations. We sin-
cerely thank our readers for
their encouragement and sup-
port, which motivates us to
bring more well-researched
and meaningful stories.

Borugadda Anil Stages Protest Outside YSRGP Office

Tadepalli, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Borugadda Anil staged a pro-
test along with his wife outside
the YSRCP central office in
Tadepalli on Tuesday, demand-
ing an opportunity to meet for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Anil sat in protest, alleging
that despite working for the
party for nearly a decade and
spending nine months in jail,
he had not received support
from the party leadership. He
demanded that senior YSRCP
leader Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy issue a public apology to
him and his family.

He also sought disciplinary
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action against YSRCP leader
Karumuri Venkata Reddy, al-
leging that he had referred to
him as a "rowdy-sheeter." Anil
said such remarks had deeply
hurt his family, especially
when made by members of his
own party.

The protest created a brief
commotion outside the party
office as Anil insisted on meet-
ing Jagan Mohan Reddy to pre-
sent his grievances directly. No
immediate response was is-
sued by the YSRCP leadership
regarding his demands.

CPIlto Launch District-Wide

Campaign Jatha from August 6 Subsidised Power Extended to
AquaFarmersinNon-AquaZones

Eluru, August 4 | TPN Bureau

CPI Eluru District Committee
will organise a district-wide
campaign jatha and padayatra
from August 6 to 15 to highlight
public issues and oppose the pol-
icies of the Central and State
governments, District Secretary
Mannava Krishna Chaitanya
announced.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, he said the campaign with
the slogan “Change Must Come;

Change is Inevitable” would cov-
er villages and towns across El-
uru district and culminate in a
massive rally at Delhi’s Ramlila
Maidan on September 1.Manna-
va Krishna Chaitanya demand-
ed a legal guarantee for Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP),
timely compensation and reha-
bilitation for Polavaram project
displaced families, completion
of the Chintalapudi Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme, revival of Forest

Amaravati Will Make Telugu
People Proud Say Ministers

to Telugu people. He accused
the YSR Congress Party of
spreading misinformation
about the capital project and
criticised its comments on the
Mega DSC recruitment pro-
cess. He also praised Education
Minister Nara Lokesh for in-
troducing reforms in the edu-
cation sector. Minister S. Savi-
tha said the Secretariat, High
Court, Assembly and other
landmark buildings would be
completed by 2028. She added

that the residential complexes
for ministers, MLAs and MLCs
would be handed over to the
General Administration De-
partment on August 15. She
said road connectivity and oth-
er infrastructure works were
progressing as scheduled, ex-
pressing confidence that Am-
aravati would emerge as a mod-
ern, world-class capital under
the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu.

Protection Committees, and dis-
tribution of Podu land pattas.
CPI District Assistant Secretary
Bandi Venkateswara Rao de-
manded continuation of the Em-
ployment Guarantee Act in its
original form, cancellation of
the VBG Ramji scheme, employ-
ment opportunities for youth,
price control measures, in-
creased funds for education and
healthcare, and filling of vacant
government posts.
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India Brings Back 274 Fugitive
Criminals Since 2019

continued

with INTERPOL, reducing
the time required for informa-
tion exchange to 3-10 days in
several cases. Over the last
three years, 401 fugitive crimi-
nals have been issued INTER-
POL Red Corner Notices.

Through strict enforcement
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), as-
sets worth 17,874 crore belong-
ing to fugitive criminals were
attached between 2019 and
2026. Successful restitution
amounting to 18,762 crore was
also carried out during the
period.

According to the govern-
ment data, among the 274 fugi-
tives brought back, 62 were in-
volved in murder, robbery and
violent crimes, 53 in sexual of-
fences, 42 in organised crime
and extortion, 17 in terrorism-
related cases, and others in fi-
nancial crimes, narcotics, cy-
ber offences and human
trafficking.

The Centre said agencies in-
cluding the Intelligence Bu-
reau, CBI, R&AW, NIA, ED,
MEA, NCB and State Police
forces are working together un-
der a coordinated framework
to ensure the return of fugi-
tives and speedy justice.

CRDA Approves Major Projects To
Transform Amaravati Into Global Hub

continued

64th CRDA Authority meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu at
the AP Secretariat on
Tuesday.

Addressing the media, Min-
ister Narayana said the Au-
thority approved the tender
award for the ¥1,280 crore
Quantum Facility project to
L&T (Larsen & Toubro), which
is expected to strengthen Am-
aravati’s position as a global
technology hub.

He said approvals were also
granted for land acquisition re-
lated to the Inner Ring Road
and a new railway line after
residents of Motadaka village
in Guntur district voluntarily
offered 2,344 acres under the
land pooling scheme.

The Minister announced an
iconic ropeway project under
the Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model to promote tour-
ism and provide congestion-
free transport. The route will
connect Vijayawada Railway

Station, Pandit Nehru Bus Sta-
tion, Indrakeeladri Sri Kanaka
Durgamma Temple, Punnami
Ghat, Bhavani Island and Sri
Venkateswara Swamy Temple
in Amaravati.

The CRDA approved propos-
als for establishing a 20 MW
data centre and installing 5G
towers at 20 locations. Relief
was also provided to ‘Hap-
pynest’ homebuyers through
exemption from AP RERA re-
newal fees.

Narayana said 122 crore
would be released to the En-
dowments Department as per
Supreme Court orders and
244.39 acres of endowment
lands in Palnadu district would
be brought under land
pooling.

He added that a feasibility
study would be conducted for
an iconic bridge across the
Krishna River, while an expert
committee would ensure Am-
aravati’s government build-
ings reflect Telugu culture,
arts and traditions.

Godavari Mega Water Grid
Gains Momentum To Resolve
Coastal Water Crisis

continued

around 33 lakh people across
both districts. Timely comple-
tion of key works, particularly
in water-scarce areas, has been
identified as crucial for achiev-
ing the objective.Deputy Chief
Minister and Minister for Pan-
chayat Raj, Rural Development
and Rural Water Supply Pawan
Kalyan stated that the pace of
Jal Jeevan Mission works must
be accelerated in areas facing
severe water scarcity. He said
the Amarajeevi Jaladhara’ pro-
ject would provide a permanent
solution to drinking water
problems in coastal villages
and directed officials to com-
plete critical works within the
stipulated timeframe without
compromising qualityDuring a
review meeting with Rural Wa-
ter Supply officials, Pawan
Kalyan assessed the progress of
projects worth 3,050 crore in
the combined Godavari dis-

continued

support price of 10 per kg
for off-style tobacco from
Wednesday. Officials were
asked to procure 94 million kg
of off-style tobacco, benefiting
around 44,000 farmers. A five-
member committee compris-
ing government, Tobacco
Board and farmer representa-
tives will monitor the process.
Naidu directed officials to

tricts. Officials informed that
the works were progressing as
scheduled. The East Godavari
Mega Water Grid project, with
an estimated cost of %1,650
crore, aims to provide drinking
water to nearly 20 lakh people
across 10 constituencies. So far,
182 km of pipeline works have
been completed, while intake
wells and access bridges are un-
der construction. The West Go-
davari project, costing ¥1,400
crore, is targeted to benefit
around 13.50 lakh people. Works
on intake wells, access bridges
and a 155 MLD water treatment
plant are progressing, with
nearly 400 km of pipelines com-
pleted under both projects.
Pawan Kalyan instructed offi-
cials to coordinate with various
departments to remove hurdles
and announced that he would
personally inspect Jal Jeevan
Mission works across the state
to ensure quality standards.

launch a scheme providing
50,000 loans per tobacco cur-
ing barn and prepare an action
plan to control shrimp feed
prices. He also instructed offi-
cials to accelerate plans to de-
velop Rayalaseema as a horti-
culture hub with 201 clusters.
He announced that agriculture
and El Nino mitigation meas-
ures would be reviewed every
Tuesday.

Naidu Calls For Collective Effort To
Achieve 15% Growth Rate

continued

crore pending dues and se-
cured ¥29,890 crore in central
funds since June 2024. He said
¥1.49 lakh crore was spent on
welfare programmes in the last
two years, while 30,607 govern-
ment jobs were created, includ-
ing 15,941 teacher posts
through Mega DSC and 5,757
constable posts. Highlighting
welfare measures, Naidu said
%19,100 crore was provided to

43 lakh SC beneficiaries, 5,730
crore to nine lakh ST benefi-
ciaries, ¥32,534 crore to 118
lakh BC beneficiaries and
34,856 crore towards minority
welfare for 17 lakh beneficiar-
ies. He said the government
aims to transform five lakh
Self-Help Group women into
entrepreneurs during 2026-27
through branding and market
linkages under the umbrella
brand “Swayam-AP”. He added
that Andhra Pradesh has

emerged as a national role
model in digitalisation of SHG
loan processes. Naidu an-
nounced that Phase-I of Am-
aravati capital development
would be completed by 2028
and the Polavaram project
would be dedicated to the na-
tion in March 2027. He also an-
nounced a ¥1 lakh crore inte-
grated horticulture
development plan to transform
Rayalaseema into an interna-
tional horticulture hub.
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Temple Honours Workers
with Ashada Sare

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Sri Durga Malleswara Swa-
my Devasthanam Chairman
Borra Radhakrishna and Ex-
ecutive Officer V.K. Seena
Naik, accompanied by their
spouses, presented Ashada
Sare to tonsure hall staff and
sanitation workers on Tuesday
as part of the Ashada month
celebrations.The programme
began at the temple's tonsure
hall, where the Chairman and
EO offered special prayers by
performing traditional rituals
before distributing ceremonial
sarees to the barbers serving
devotees. Temple Assistant Ex-
ecutive Officers Tirumala Rao
and Ramesh, Superintendent
Murthy, Hema, Tonsure Hall
Supervisor Balaram, and oth-
er staff participated. Later, the
officials visited the Jammidod-
di premises, where special
prayers were conducted with
sanitation contract workers.

*Home Minister Anitha

Ceremonial Ashada Sare was
presented to women sanitation
workers in recognition of
their dedicated service in
maintaining cleanliness and
hygiene across the temple
premises. The temple authori-
ties appreciated the commit-
ment and hard work of the
workers, describing their ser-
vices as vital to the smooth
functioning of the temple.
Temple officials, supervisors,
staff members, and sanitation
workers attended the pro-
grammes. Speaking on the oc-
casion, temple officials said
the Ashada month celebra-
tions reflect the Devasthan-
am's tradition of recognising
the dedication of employees
who serve devotees every day.
They noted that honouring
workers through such pro-
grammes boosts their morale
and reinforces the spirit of ser-
vice and devotion within the
temple administration.

Offers Prayers atDurga Temple

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Home Minister V. Anitha vis-
ited the famous Kanaka Durga
Temple atop Indrakeeladri in
Vijayawada on Tuesday even-
ing and offered special prayers
along with her family mem-
bers.The minister was accord-
ed a traditional temple recep-
tion by the priests and Temple
Trust Board Chairman Borra
Radhakrishna upon her arriv-
al. She had darshan of Goddess
Kanaka Durga and participat-
ed in the temple rituals. Fol-
lowing the darshan, temple
priests blessed the minister

and her family with Vedic ben-
edictions. On behalf of the
Temple Trust Board, Chair-
man Borra Radhakrishna,
board members Avvaru Srini-
vasa Rao, P. Raghava Raju, S.
Sarita, and special invitee Vel-
agapudi Shankara Babu pre-
sented the Home Minister with
a portrait of Goddess Kanaka
Durga and sacred prasadam as
a mark of respect. The visit
was conducted amid tradition-
al temple customs, with offi-
cials extending ceremonial
honours to the minister during
her pilgrimage to the re-
nowned shrine.

SimhadriRamesh BabuDemands
CBI Probe into DSC Irregularities

Avanigadda, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Former MLA and YSRCP
State Farmers' Wing Zonal
Working President Simhadri
Ramesh Babu demanded a CBI
inquiry into the alleged DSC
recruitment irregularities and
sought the resignation of Edu-
cation Minister Nara Lokesh,
holding him morally responsi-
ble for the issue.

Addressing a Town Hall
meeting at the YSRCP office in
Avanigadda, Simhadri Ramesh
Babu alleged that the Alliance
government had failed to fulfil

its promises to unemployed
youth and called for strict ac-
tion against those responsible
for the alleged irregularities.

He also raised concerns over
the shortage of irrigation wa-
ter in the Krishna Delta and
announced a hunger strike at
the Pulligadda Aqueduct on
August 6, demanding adequate
water supply to tail-end agri-
cultural lands. He warned that
if the government failed to re-
spond, he would lead a paday-
atra from Avanigadda to the
Prakasam Barrage in
Vijayawada.

VIJAYAWADA

Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao Remembered

as Cham

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The centenary celebrations
of late Mandali Venkata Krish-
na Rao were held grandly at
Thummalapalli Kshetrayya
Kalakshetram in Vijayawada
under the joint auspices of the
Andhra Pradesh State Creativ-
ity and Culture Commission,
Official Language Commission
and Potti Sreeramulu Telugu
University.

Former Vice President Mup-
pavarapu Venkaiah Naidu,
who attended the programme
as chief guest, recalled the re-
markable services rendered by
Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao
towards Telugu language, cul-
ture and public welfare. Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker Chin-
takayala Ayyanna Patrudu
praised Rao’s selfless service
during the Diviseema tidal
wave disaster and said he
earned the affection of people
through his humanitarian ef-
forts. He stressed the need to
protect and promote the Telu-
gu language and said steps
should be taken to encourage
its usage in the Assembly. Min-
ister for Tourism, Culture and
Cinematography Kandula
Durgesh described Mandali
Venkata Krishna Rao as a vi-
sionary leader who organised
the first World Telugu Confer-
ence and worked for the global
recognition of Telugu lan-
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guage and culture. He said
naming the Official Language
Commission after Rao was a
fitting tribute to his contribu-
tions. Minister for Health,
Medical & Family Welfare and
Medical Education Satya Ku-
mar Yadav recalled Rao’s jour-
ney as a freedom fighter, educa-
tion reformer and
administrator. He said Rao,
popularly known as “Divisee-
ma Gandhi”, set an example
through his service during the
1977 cyclone and his efforts for
Telugu cultural development.
MLAs Gadde Rammohan and
Bonda Uma Maheswara Rao
also recalled Rao’s contribu-
tions and urged people to fol-
low his ideals. On the occasion,

the ‘Mandali Venkata Krishna
Rao Language and Cultural
Service Award’ was presented
to Harihara Naidu, President
of Andhra Cultural Associa-
tion, Kochi. Books titled
“Ajathashatru - Adarsha Neta
Mandali Venkata Krishna
Rao” and “Krishna Mandali
Geya Kavyam” were released.
A play “Mahapurushudu Man-
dali” was staged by Aravinda
Arts, Tadepalli. Kollu Ravin-
dra, Podapati Tejaswini, Mall-
ikarjuna, Prof. D. Mu-
nirathnam Naidu and P.
Trivikrama Rao (Vikram
Poola) participated in the
programme.

VMC Honours Champion, Pays Tribute

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Vijayawada Municipal Cor-
poration Commissioner Dhya-
nachandra on Tuesday in-
spected sports facilities,
felicitated an international
martial arts champion and
paid tributes to former minis-
ter Mandali Venkata Krishna
Rao.The Commissioner re-
viewed facilities at Dandamu-
di Rajagopala Rao Indoor Sta-
dium on Bandar Road,
including the gym, indoor
sports sections, badminton
courts, skating rink and wash-

rooms. He directed officials to
ensure regular maintenance,
cleanliness and safety stand-
ards for athletes and visitors.
Later, at the VMC headquar-
ters, Dhyanachandra felicitat-
ed Ward Welfare and Develop-
ment Secretary Uppala
Koteswara Rao for winning
two gold medals in Kata and
Kumite events at the 2nd Inter-
national Martial Arts Champi-
onship held in Hyderabad. Rao
also secured the overall cham-
pionship cup. The Commis-
sioner appreciated his achieve-
ment and wished him success

in future competitions. Dhya-
nachandra also paid floral
tributes to former minister
Mandali Venkata Krishna Rao
on his birth anniversary at the
Command Control Room. He
recalled Krishna Rao’s contri-
butions to education, rural de-
velopment, public welfare and
promotion of Telugu language
and culture. Chief Engineer P.
Satyakumari, Superintending
Engineer K. Dushyant, Estate
Officer A. Sridhar, Regional
Fire Officer Ch. Ratna Babu,
SFO Naresh and other officials
participated.

Collector Reviews Eco Zone, School
Works and GGH Develovpment

Machilipatnam, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

District Collector D.K. Balaji
on Tuesday chaired a series of
review meetings focusing on
environmental protection,
school infrastructure and
healthcare services in Krishna
district.Reviewing proposals
for the Eco-Sensitive Zone
(ESZ) around the Kolleru Wild-
life Sanctuary, the Collector
directed officials to prepare
scientifically backed proposals
that balance environmental
conservation, local livelihoods
and development. He warned
that if the ESZ is not finalised
promptly, a default 10-km buff-

er zone could come into effect
under existing rules. The Col-
lector also reviewed the Mana
Badi-Mana Bhavishyathu pro-
gramme and instructed offi-
cials to expedite the comple-
tion of toilets, drinking water
facilities and repair works in
government schools. He
stressed coordinated efforts,
timely utilisation of available
funds and updating completed
works on the online portal
without delay. Later, at the
Government General Hospital
Development Society meeting,
D.K. Balaji directed officials to
prioritise the development of
the District Government Gen-

eral Hospital and improve
medical services. Discussions
focused on strengthening hos-
pital infrastructure, security,
sanitation, electrical systems,
human resources and patient
amenities. A key decision was
taken to deploy one male and
one female police constable at
the hospital to enhance secu-
rity for patients, attendants
and medical staff. District SP
V. Vidyasagar Naidu, depart-
mental officials and senior of-
ficers from the Forest, Educa-
tion, Health, Panchayat Raj
and other departments partici-
pated in the review
meetings.

Venkaiah Naidu Urges Parents to
Reduce Children's Screen Time

Vijayawada, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Former Vice President of In-
dia M. Venkaiah Naidu on
Tuesday urged parents to re-
duce children's screen time
and encourage them to spend
more time playing outdoors to
protect their eyesight. He made
the remarks while visiting a
free eye screening camp organ-
ised by Garimella Lakshmi Sa-
meera East Lions Eye Hospital
in Vijayawada.Addressing the

gathering, Naidu stressed that
eyesight is the most precious
of all human senses and called
upon voluntary organisations
and doctors to work towards
eliminating preventable blind-
ness. He appreciated the hospi-
tal, Lions Club members and
medical professionals for pro-
viding free eye check-ups, cata-
ract surgeries and spectacles to
poor people, particularly in ru-
ral and tribal areas.Highlight-
ing growing concerns over ex-

cessive use of mobile phones,
televisions and computers,
Naidu warned that prolonged
exposure to blue light could
damage the retina. He advised
people to follow the 20-20-20
rule and encouraged parents to
ensure children spend time in
natural sunlight, play outdoor
games, consume vitamin A-
rich foods and undergo regular
eye check-ups, especially after
the age of 40 or for those with
diabetes.

Students Seek Withdrawal of Hostel Entry Restrictions

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

A round-table meeting or-
ganised by the SFI and KVPS
state committees on Tuesday
demanded the immediate
withdrawal of government or-
ders restricting the entry of
student unions, civil society
organisations and media rep-
resentatives into social wel-

fare hostels.

Held at the Makineni Ba-
savapunnaiah Vignana Kend-
ram, the meeting termed the
orders undemocratic and al-
leged they would suppress stu-
dents' issues instead of ad-
dressing them. KVPS State
General Secretary Andra
Malyadri and SFI State Secre-
tary K. Prasanna Kumar urged

the government to revoke the
orders, saying they violate
democratic and constitutional
rights. They also announced
statewide round-table meet-
ings and protests at district
headquarters on August 8 and
9. Representatives of various
student, youth and workers'
organisations participated in
the meeting.
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"Sridanth’ Program Promotes
Dental Health Among Stucdents

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector Dr. G. Lak-
shmisha and MLA Gadde Ram-
mohan inaugurated the 'Sri-
danth' School Dental Health
Programme at Patamata Kom-
ma Sitaramaiah Zilla Parishad
Girls' High School on Tuesday.

Organised by the Dr. Sridhar
Oral Health Foundation, the
initiative aims to improve the
dental health of one lakh
school students through free
check-ups, treatment, and
awareness programmes. Col-
lector Dr. G. Lakshmisha said
early detection of dental prob-
lems is essential for a healthy
future, while MLA Gadde Ram-

mohan appreciated the Foun-
dation's service and urged par-
ents to give priority to their
children's oral health.DEO L.
Chandrakala and school teach-
ers attended the programme.
Earlier, NTR District Collector
Dr. G. Lakshmisha paid trib-
utes to former minister and
freedom fighter Mandali Ven-
kata Krishna Rao on his birth
anniversary at the Collector-
ate. He recalled Krishna Rao’s
Gandhian values, public ser-
vice, contributions to Telugu
language, rural development,
and relief efforts during the
1977 Diviseema cyclone.

YSRGP Doctors' Wing Seeks Action
Against Private Medical Colleges

Vijayawada, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Dr. Ambati Naga Rad-
hakrishna Yadav, Chairman of
the YSRCP NTR District Doc-
tors' Wing, has demanded im-
mediate action against private
medical colleges over the al-
leged exploitation of postgrad-
uate (PG) medical students
through excessive duty hours.

Referring to the National
Medical Commission's (NMC)
affidavit before the Supreme
Court, Dr. Yadav said the Com-
mission had acknowledged
that continuous 24-hour duties
could cause severe mental
stress, psychological trauma
and physical burnout among
PG medicos. He alleged that
the YSRCP Doctors' Wing had
repeatedly brought the issue to

the attention of the State Gov-
ernment and Health Depart-
ment, but no effective meas-
ures had been taken to address
the problem. According to him,
private medical colleges con-
tinue to violate prescribed
norms without facing action.
The YSRCP Doctors' Wing
called for an independent and
transparent inquiry into duty
rosters in all private medical
colleges. It also sought strin-
gent action, including finan-
cial penalties, derecognition
and cancellation of affiliations
for institutions found violating
regulations. The organisation
urged the government to act
swiftly to safeguard the welfare
and mental health of young
doctors.

Protocol Lapse Disrupts
Land Passhook Distribution

A. Konduru, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The distribution of new land
passbooks under the state gov-
ernment's "Mee Bhumi-Mee
Hakku" programme was dis-
rupted in Atlapragada village
on Tuesday following an al-
leged protocol lapse by
officials.

Around 790 farmers were
scheduled to receive passbooks
at the event, with Tiruvuru
MLA Kolikapudi Srinivasa
Rao invited as the chief guest.
However, the programme was
reportedly halted after the
Tahsildar and officials from
the Revenue and Panchayat de-
partments failed to attend de-
spite the MLA's arrival.

Expressing dissatisfaction
over the alleged lack of proto-

col and absence of officials, the
MLA left the venue without
participating in the
programme.

Later, Kolikapudi Srinivasa
Rao visited paddy fields and in-
teracted with women farmers
about agricultural conditions
and local issues. Responding to
complaints over drinking wa-
ter scarcity, he directed Rural
Water Supply officials to take
immediate steps to resolve the
problem, including arranging
water tankers if required.

The cancellation of the pass-
book distribution disappointed
farmers, who urged authori-
ties to ensure better coordina-
tion between officials and pub-
lic representatives for the
successful implementation of
government programmes.

Urdu Academy Launches
Al Training for Faculty

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh State
Urdu Academy on Tuesday
launched a four-day AI and
Computer Awareness Train-
ing Programme for faculty
members at the Centre for Ed-
ucational Development of Mi-
norities (CEDM),
Vaddeswaram.

Urdu Academy Chairman
Mohammed Farooq Shubli
said the programme, running
from August 4 to 7, aims to
equip faculty from the Acade-
my's Computer Training Cen-
tres with skills in Artificial
Intelligence, digital tools and
technology-driven teaching

methods. He said the initiative
aligns with the state's vision
of preparing minority youth
for a technology-driven fu-
ture. Minority Welfare De-
partment Secretary Chitturi
Sridhar appreciated the Acad-
emy's efforts and announced
that Urdu Ghar-cum-Shadi
Khanas would soon be inte-
grated with the Urdu Acade-
my to expand services for mi-
nority communities. OSD
Khaja Mohiddin, CEDM Di-
rector Yaqub Basha, Urdu
Academy Director/Secretary
Doddikalla Nizamuddin, fac-
ulty members and officials at-
tended t he
inaugural

School Sports Federation
Appoints District Secretaries

Vijayawada: The Depart-
ment of School Education has
appointed new secretaries for
the School Sports Federation
units of Krishna and NTR dis-
tricts for the 2026-27 academic
year.

Ch. Bhavani, Physical Edu-
cation Teacher (PET) at Gari-
kaparru High School, has been
named Admin Secretary for
Krishna district, while Ravi

Kumar of Lankapalli High
School has been appointed Or-
ganising Secretary.

For NTR district, SK Gausani
of Nidamanuru High School
has been appointed Admin Sec-
retary, and G. Venkateswara
Rao of Chillakallu will serve as
Organising Secretary. Physical
education teachers across both
districts welcomed the
appointments.
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Ayyanna Patrudu Urges Paddy CM Naidu’s Chirala Visit To Highlight

Farmers to Enrol for Crop Insurance

Amaravati, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Legislative Assembly Speak-
er Chintakayala Ayyanna
Patrudu has urged paddy farm-
ers to enrol in the crop insur-
ance scheme before August 15,
citing the risk of crop losses
due to the E1 Nino weather phe-
nomenon and inadequate
rainfall.

He said farmers can obtain
insurance by paying 84 per
acre, with registrations being
facilitated through Common
Service Centres (CSCs), Aad-
haar update centres, and Vil-
lage Secretariats.

The Speaker advised farm-
ers to carry their 1B document,
a photocopy of the first page of
the bank passbook, a self-decla-

ration certificate, and, in the
case of tenant farmers, a lease
agreement or verification cer-
tificate from the Village Sar-
panch or VRO while
registering.

Ayyanna Patrudu also
stressed the importance of up-
dating crop details in the e-
Panta (e-Crop) system within
15 to 30 days of transplanta-
tion. He said eligible farmers
could receive insurance com-
pensation of up to 42,400 per
acre in the event of crop loss.
He called upon mandal-level
leaders and public representa-
tives to create awareness about
the scheme and ensure that
every eligible paddy farmer
completes the registration pro-
cess before the deadline.

Drainage Works Trigger
Traffic Diversions

Chirala, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Traffic diversions have been
imposed in Chirala following
the commencement of drain-
age reconstruction works be-
tween Masjid Center and
Gorantla Hospital. The affect-
ed road has been temporarily
closed to facilitate the repair
works being undertaken by
municipal authorities as part
of the town's drainae improve-
ment project.According to
Traffic SI Pavan Kumar, vehic-
ular movement on the stretch
has been suspended until the

works are completed. To mini-
mize inconvenience, the One
Town Traffic Police have intro-
duced alternative traffic ar-
rangements. Vehicles traveling
from Masjid Center towards
Kothapeta have been diverted
via Perala, while those coming
from Kothapeta are being rout-
ed through LBS Nagar near the
Government Hospital. Traffic
SI Pavan Kumar appealed to
motorists and the general pub-
lic to follow the designated di-
version routes and cooperate
with the traffic police and mu-
nicipal staff.

Shakti App Promoted
for Women's Safety

Chirala, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Chirala Sub-Division
Shakti team conducted an
awareness programme on the
Shakti App for female students
at Sri Medhavi Junior College,
highlighting its role in ensur-
ing women's safety and pre-
venting harassment.

Held under the direction of
Bapatla District SP B. Umama-
heswar and the guidance of
Chirala DSP M.D. Moin, the
programme was led by CI G.
Somashekhar and SI A. Harib-
abu. Addressing the students,
SI A. Haribabu and Shakti
team constable K. Subbarao
urged them to report incidents
of eve-teasing, cyber harass-

ment, obscene comments, or
harassment in public places
through the Shakti App's SOS
feature or by calling 112. They
stressed that timely reporting
would help police take swift ac-
tion against offenders. The of-
ficials encouraged students to
develop self-confidence, disci-
pline, punctuality, and self-de-
fence skills while pursuing
their education, emphasizing
that ensuring women's safety
is a shared responsibility.Col-
lege Correspondent M.V. Dur-
ga Kumar, Principal
Satyanarayana, Administra-
tive Officer Avinash, Vice Prin-
cipal Ahmed, and members of
the Shakti team attended the
awareness programme.

St.Ann's Conducts Employability
Training for B.Tech Students

Chirala, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

St. Ann's College of Engi-
neering and Technology, Chira-
la, has launched a three-day Em-
ployability Enhancement
programme to prepare engineer-
ing students for recruitment by
multinational companies.Col-
lege Secretary Vanama Ram-
akrishna Rao and Correspond-
ent Srimanthula Lakshmana
Rao said the initiative is aimed
at improving students' employa-
bility and career readiness. Prin-
cipal Dr. K. Jagadeesh Babu said

the programme, being held from
August 3 to 5, is designed for
fourth-year B.Tech Computer
Science and Engineering stu-
dents. He noted that soft skills
are as important as technical
knowledge in today's competi-
tive job market. The training fo-
cuses on communication skills,
professional body language, ap-
titude, group discussions, and
HR interview techniques to help
students confidently face re-
cruitment processes conducted
by multinational
companies.

Padmavathi Highlights
AnganwadiWelfare Initiatives

Narsipatnam, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Chintakayala Padmavathi,
wife of Legislative Assembly
Speaker Chintakayala Ayyan-
na Patrudu, distributed sarees,
induction stoves, and pressure
cookers to Anganwadi centres
under the Narsipatnam and
Golugonda project areas on
Tuesday.

She also participated in a
Breastfeeding Week awareness
rally, encouraging mothers to
adopt breastfeeding for the
healthy growth of infants. The
distribution covered Angan-
wadi centres in Makavara-
palem, Narsipatnam, Golugon-
da, and Nathavaram mandals.
Addressing the gathering, Pad-
mavathi said the Telugu Des-
am Party and the Alliance gov-

ernment are committed to
strengthening the Anganwadi
system and improving the wel-
fare of its workers. She said
the government has taken
steps to improve Anganwadi
services by providing 5G mo-
bile phones, promoting mini-
workers as main workers, and
enhancing retirement benefits
for Anganwadi staff. She also
highlighted salary revisions
and welfare measures intro-
duced for Anganwadi workers.
ZPTC member Ramanamma,
Tandava Reservoir Chairman
Karaka Satyanarayana, Adi-
garla Nanibabu, Nandipalli
Venkataramana, CDPOs Ram-
ani and Srigowri, Anganwadi
supervisors, and local repre-
sentatives attended the
programme.

REGIONAL

Weaver Welfare: Parthasarathy

Chirala, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Bapatla District In-charge
Minister Kolusu Parthasar-
athy said that the visit of Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu to Chirala on National
Handloom Day should be or-
ganised in a grand manner
with all necessary
arrangements.

The Chief Minister is sched-
uled to visit the Kothapeta area
of Chirala Mandal on August 7
and distribute financial assis-
tance to weavers under the
‘Nethanna Seva’ scheme. On
Tuesday, Minister Parthasar-
athy, along with District Collec-

MLA Prabhakar Seeks Better Tran

Eluru, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Denduluru MLA Chinta-
maneni Prabhakar on Tuesday
participated in various public
and official programmes, high-
lighting welfare schemes and
constituency development
issues.

At the District Development
Committee meeting chaired by
District In-charge Minister Na-
dendla Manohar, the MLA
sought additional RTC buses
on the Kalarayannagudem-El-
uru route, restoration of ser-
vices to villages, action on al-
leged housing irregularities
during the previous YSRCP
government, and early comple-
tion of pending road, irriga-
tion and drinking water pro-
jects. The Minister appreciated
the issuance of 1,100 Learner’s
Licences through special
camps in Denduluru.

tor Dr. Vinod Kumar V., Super-
intendent of Police B. Uma
Maheswar and public repre-
sentatives, inspected the public
meeting venue, helipad and in-
teraction areas with weavers.

The Minister directed offi-
cials to ensure smooth ar-
rangements without inconven-
ience. Later, speaking to the
media, he said the government
was committed to supporting
handloom weavers and ad-
dressing their challenges.

He stated that over 50,000
weavers would receive 25,000
financial assistance under the
scheme. He also highlighted
the 4,000 monthly pension and
free electricity schemes pro-
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During the public grievance
meeting at Duggirala, Chinta-
maneni said the Alliance gov-
ernment was strengthening
healthcare through NTR Vaid-
ya Seva and CMREF. He later ex-
plained government initiatives

§per__t Infrastrueture

viding 200 units to handloom
weavers and 500 units to power-
loom weavers.

Parthasarathy said Chirala
was chosen for the programme
as it was the native place of
handloom activist Pragada Ko-
taiah. He added that the gov-
ernment was focusing on
coastal development, tourism
promotion and infrastructure
connectivity.

Commissioner of Hand-
looms & Textiles Rekha Rani,
RDOs Narasimha Rao, A. Hari
Kumar and B. Sridevi, MLA
Maddaluri Malakondaiah,
BUDA Chairman Ch. Ra-
jasekhar Babu, officials and al-
liance leaders participated.

iy !
during the Intintiki Kutami
programme and announced
funds for road works, a health
centre and drinking water fa-
cilities in Dasarigudem and
surrounding villages.

MP Mahesh Raises Key Fisheries,
Agriculture IssuesinLS

Delhi, August 4 | Bu-
reau
Eluru MP Putta Mahesh Ku-

mar raised key issues concern-
ing Andhra Pradesh in the Lok
Sabha, seeking measures to
curb illegal fishing and pro-
mote state-specific agricultur-
al development.Responding to
his query, Union Minister for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Rajiv Ranjan Sin-
gh said the Centre approved
the Vessel Communication and
Support System (VCSS) under
PMMSY at a cost of 364 crore.
The project will install tran-
sponders on fishing boats with
full government assistance to

prevent boundary_'violations.
The Minister said around 160
illegal fishing cases involving

boats from Tamil Nadu and Pu-
ducherry were reported in
Andhra Pradesh over the past
five years. He added that aware-
ness campaigns and geo-fenc-
ing technology would strength-
en fishermen’s safety. On
agriculture, Union Minister of
State for Agriculture Ramnath
Thakur said the Centre is pre-
paring state-specific agricul-
tural roadmaps, including one
for Andhra Pradesh, focusing
on productivity, climate resil-
ience, resource efficiency, and
farmers’ income growth. The
plans are being prepared with
support from ICAR, state gov-
ernments, agricultural univer-
sities, and experts.

Health Minister Satya Kumar
Lays Foundation for PHC

Amaravati, August 4 |
TPN Bureau

Health Minister Satya Ku-
mar and Minister Kolusu Par-
thasarathy on Tuesday laid the
foundation stone for a new Pri-
mary Health Centre (PHC) at
Chanubanda village in Chatrai
mandal of Eluru district's Nuz-
vid Assembly constituency.

Addressing the gathering,
Satya Kumar accused the YSR
Congress Party of spreading
misinformation that the coali-

tion government had weak-
ened the Aarogyasri health in-
surance scheme. He said the
previous YSRCP government
spent around 9,000 crore on
the scheme over five years,
while the present government
cleared nearly 7,000 crore in
pending hospital dues and bills
within two years.

The minister challenged YS-
RCP president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy and party leaders to
a public debate on Aarogyasri,
saying official records would

prove the government's claims.

Satya Kumar also criticised
the YSRCP for allegedly sup-
porting accused persons in-
stead of crime victims and ac-
cused former ministers of
resorting to abusive politics.
He further said the coalition
government was naming insti-
tutions after eminent person-
alities, unlike the previous gov-
ernment, which, he alleged,
favoured a single family's name
for public schemes and
institutions.

Protocol Row During Panchayat Inquiry in Kadiyapulanka

Rajamahendravaram: An
inquiry into alleged irregu-
larities at Kadiyapulanka
Panchayat in Kadiyam
Mandal sparked controver-
sy on Tuesday over viola-
tion of protocol by
officials.

The probe, ordered by the
District Panchayat Officer,

was conducted by EOPRD
Neelam Srinivas along with
two Grade-4 secretaries, in
the presence of Panchayat
Secretary Venkatalakshmi.

During the inquiry, the
EOPRD reportedly occu-
pied the chair reserved for
the Sarpanch, while the
Panchayat Secretary sat in

the Deputy Sarpanch’s
chair.

Former Sarpanches,
elected representatives and
residents criticised the act,
stating it undermined the
dignity of local bodies.
They urged higher authori-
ties to examine the incident
and prevent recurrence.

Rowdy-Sheeter Jailed for Violating Bind-Over Gonditions

Bhimavaram : West Goda-
vari Police jailed a rowdy-
sheeter for violating bind-
over conditions under the
directions of SP Adnan Nay-
eem Asmi.The accused,
Addanki Venkanna alias
Rolex alias Venkata Rao (25)

of Duvva village under Ta-
nuku Rural Police limits, had
executed a 5 lakh bond in
April 2026 to maintain good
behaviour for six months. He
was allegedly involved in an-
other offence in July.Based on
a police report, the Mandal

Executive Magistrate ordered
simple imprisonment from
August 4 to October 7. He has
been lodged in Rajamahen-
dravaram Central Jail. CI D.
Venkateswara Rao warned of
strict action against repeat
offenders.
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Kandula I)urgesh Launches
SubsidisedFineRice Scheme

Nidadavole, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula
Durgesh on Tuesday reviewed
the beautification and develop-
ment works at the Malakoduru
tank in Nidadavole and direct-
ed officials to complete the pro-
ject within the stipulated time
while maintaining quality
standards. He said the tank
should be developed into a
model recreational space with
facilities that promote fitness
and provide a pleasant envi-
ronment for families.

Later, the Minister inaugu-
rated the sale of subsidised
Sona Masuri rice through spe-
cial outlets at Rythu Bazaars
and rice miller centres. He said
rice priced at 60- 65 per kg in
the open market would be sup-
plied to eligible beneficiaries
at 52 per kg, with 10 kg per
month available to each family.
The scheme is currently being
implemented through 45 cen-
tres in East Godavari district.

Kandula Durgesh said the
government is ensuring pay-
ments to farmers within 24

hours of procurement and re-
called that over 1,600 crore in
pending dues had been cleared
after the Alliance government
assumed office.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is coordinating with
the Centre to provide price dif-
ference compensation to tobac-
co farmers affected by global
market conditions. He also
highlighted welfare schemes
including NTR Bharosa, Stree
Shakti, Deepam 2, Talliki Van-
danam, and Annadatha Sukh-
ibhava-PM Kisan, while assert-
ing that the Alliance
government's priority is the
welfare of farmers and the
poor.

Kandula Durgesh said the
government is committed to
ensuring that welfare benefits
reach every eligible benefi-
ciary through transparent im-
plementation. He directed offi-
cials to work in close
coordination, expand public
access to welfare services, and
complete development projects
on schedule to improve the
quality of life for residents of
the constituency.

Ensure Welfare Benefits Reach
Every Household, Says Manohar

Eluru, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Minister for Civil Supplies
and Eluru District In-charge
Minister Nadendla Manohar
reviewed development and wel-
fare programmes in Eluru dis-
trict during a meeting held at
the District Collectorate on
Tuesday. The Minister was wel-
comed on his arrival by AP-
SRTC Vijayawada Zonal Chair-
man and Janasena Eluru
constituency in-charge Reddy
Appala Naidu. During the re-
view meeting, Nadendla Mano-
har discussed the implementa-
tion of government schemes,
district development, and wel-
fare initiatives with officials.
He instructed officials to work
in coordination to ensure that
government programmes and

welfare benefits effectively
reach the people. Among those
who welcomed the Minister
were District TDP President
and Eluru MLA Badeti Rad-
hakrishnaiah (Chanti), Dis-
trict Collector K. Vetri Selvi,
Joint Collector Abhishek Gow-
da, Unguturu MLA Patsamatla
Dharmaraju, Denduluru MLA
Chintamaneni Prabhakar,
State Vaddila Corporation
Chairperson Ghantasala Ven-
katalakshmi, and District
DCMS Chairman Chaganti
Muralikrishna (Chinna). Sen-
ior Janasena leader Nara Se-
shu, senior officials, Alliance
leaders, Veera Mahilas, Jana-
sainiks, and party activists
also participated in the
programme.

BC Janardhan Reddy Inspects
Mini Conference HaII Works

Nandyal, August 4 | TPN
Bureau

Roads and Buildings Minis-
ter BC Janardhan Reddy on
Tuesday inspected the con-
struction of a proposed mini
conference hall near the R&B
Guest House in Nandyal town.

The conference hall is being
built at a cost of 2 crore for
government administrative
purposes. During the surprise
inspection, the Minister re-
viewed the progress of the pro-
ject and directed officials to
speed up the construction.

BC Janardhan Reddy in-

structed the officials to ensure
that the conference hall is com-
pleted within the next two
months so that it can be put to
use without delay. Nandyal Dis-
trict R&B Executive Engineer
Sridhar Reddy and other sen-
ior officials accompanied the
Minister during the
inspection.

Unions Call for ‘Jail Bharo’
Protest on August 10

Eluru: CITU, the Farmers’
Union and the Agricultural
Workers’ Union announced a
district-wide ‘Jail Bharo’ pro-
test on August 10 against the
Centre’s alleged anti-farmer
and anti-worker policies. Pam-
phlets were released at Ud-
dharaju Ramam Bhavan on
Tuesday.

Leaders D.N.V.D. Prasad, K.

Srinivas and P. Ramakrishna
said the protest, inspired by
Quit India Day, aims to defend
democracy and farmers’
rights.

They criticised the Centre
over the US trade deal, labour
codes, lack of MSP guarantee,
weakening of the Employment
Guarantee Act, and rising
prices.
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Editorial

A Political Gift
or a Calculated
Strategy?

In politics, controversy may generate instant
headlines, but it rarely guarantees lasting pub-
lic support. Leaders who deliberately provoke
disputes in the hope of gaining political mile-
age often underestimate the wisdom of the
electorate. While sensational remarks may
keep them in the news, they can also create a
negative public image that becomes difficult to
erase. Once a politician is identified with un-
necessary controversies, future opportunities
may gradually diminish as people begin to
question both judgment and maturity.

The recent political conduct of Udayanidhi
Stalin has once again brought this issue into
focus. As a young leader with the opportunity
to play a significant role in shaping the future
of his party, he is expected to demonstrate re-
straint and responsibility. However, his repeat-
ed involvement in controversial remarks has
attracted criticism rather than appreciation.
His earlier comments on Sanatana Dharma
had already sparked a nationwide debate, and
now his decision to bring actress Trisha into
political discourse has reportedly resulted in
legal complications, further adding to the con-
troversy surrounding him.

The developments also raise questions about
the political strategy of the DMK. After facing
electoral setbacks and the emergence of Vijay
as anew political force in Tamil Nadu, the par-
ty appears eager to counter its new rival. How-
ever, targeting a newcomer through aggressive
political attacks may not produce the desired
results. On the contrary, such an approach
could strengthen public sympathy for Vijay
while reinforcing a negative perception of the
ruling party.

History has repeatedly shown that voters ap-
preciate constructive politics over personal at-
tacks and sensationalism. Political parties
must focus on governance, development, and
public welfare rather than creating controver-
sies for short-term attention. In the long run,
credibility, dignity, and responsible leadership
earn greater public confidence than provoca-
tive statements. Controversy may offer tempo-
rary visibility, but it is performance and public
trust that ultimately determine political
success.

Commitment in a Changing

ot

Ravi Podili

Everywhere you look today, the
conversation seems to circle back
to Gen Z. From political move-
ments to workplace dynamics,
this generation is increasingly
shaping narratives across the
globe. In countries like Bangla-
desh and Nepal, youth-led pro-
tests have demonstrated the pow-
er of collective action, while in
India, student mobilisations
around issues such as the NEET
examination controversy have
highlighted their growing politi-
cal awareness. These develop-
ments have fueled a broader be-
lief that the future of
leadership—both political and
economic—may well rest in Gen
7Z’s hands. Yet, even as their influ-
ence rises, a paradox is emerg-
ing: a recent study points to a no-
ticeable shift in how young
employees approach work, rais-
ing questions about commit-
ment, productivity and the very
meaning of professional
responsibility.

Gen Z today forms a significant
portion of the workforce, span-
ning government offices, private
companies and emerging indus-
tries. However, according to the
“Great Place to Work India 2026”
study, there is a growing reluc-
tance among young employees to
take on responsibilities beyond
their defined roles. This trend,
described as an “effort reces-
sion,” suggests that many em-
ployees are unwilling to go the
extra mile unless compelled by
urgency or direct instructions
from superiors. Unlike earlier
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generations that often equated
long hours with dedication, Gen
7 appears to be redefining the
boundaries of work.

The study, which surveyed 380
organisations nationwide, found
that in nearly 63 % of workplaces,
employees were not engaging in
discretionary effort—actions
such as voluntarily working be-
yond official hours or taking up
additional tasks. On average, this
decline stood at 5%. At the same
time, Gen Z now constitutes
around 26% of the workforce,
nearly double its share in 2023.
This growing demographic plac-
es greater emphasis on work-life
balance, flexible schedules, con-
tinuous learning, career growth
and mental well-being rather
than simply increasing their
workload.

Artificial Intelligence is anoth-
er factor reshaping workplace at-
titudes. As Al tools become more
integrated into daily operations,
traditional metrics of productiv-
ity—such as hours worked—are
losing relevance. Instead, effi-
ciency, innovation and adaptabil-
ity are gaining importance. How-
ever, the study also highlights
sectoral differences in attitudes
toward additional responsibili-
ties. Reluctance is highest in the
retail sector at 88%, followed by
IT and professional services at
77%, and construction and real
estate at 71%. Manufacturing
shows comparatively lower re-
sistance at 44%, indicating that
workplace culture and job nature
significantly influence employee

Old Work Culture
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behaviour.

Interestingly, the report under-
scores the critical role of organi-
sational culture. When employ-
ees feel valued and supported by
leadership, their willingness to
take on extra responsibilities ris-
es dramatically—up to0 99%. Con-
versely, in environments marked
by mistrust or lack of recogni-
tion, this willingness drops
sharply to 29%. Similarly, when
leadership is approachable and
inspiring, 98% of employees are
ready to go beyond their assigned
duties, compared to just 32% in
less supportive settings. These
figures make it clear that employ-
ee engagement is less about gen-
erational attitudes and more
about the quality of workplace
relationships.

Experts argue that this shift
should not be misinterpreted as
declining work ethic. Rather, it
reflects a transformation in how
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GenZ and the New Work Ethic: Redefining

commitment is understood. For
Gen Z, dedication is not meas-
ured by the number of hours
spent at a desk but by the quality
of outcomes achieved. Problem-
solving, collaboration and mean-
ingful contributions are seen as
more valuable indicators of per-
formance than sheer busyness.
This perspective aligns with the
evolving demands of modern
workplaces, where creativity and
critical thinking are increasingly
prized.

Moreover, broader societal
changes are reinforcing this
mindset. The rise of remote and
hybrid work models, along with
growing awareness of mental
health, has encouraged employ-
ees to prioritise personal well-
being. Gen Z, in particular, is un-
willing to sacrifice quality of life
for professional advancement un-
less they perceive genuine value
in their work. They are more like-

Editor

Beyond Borders: The Evolution of
India's Civilizational Diplomacy
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When the world's leaders
bent into their first hesitant
yoga poses on June 21, 2015,
something unusual was hap-
pening in international rela-
tions. India had persuaded the
United Nations to dedicate a
day not to a treaty, a cause, or a
crisis, but to a five-thousand-
year-old practice of breath and
posture. One hundred and sev-
enty-five countries co-spon-
sored the resolution, a near re-
cord. It was a quiet
announcement that India in-
tended to walk into the world
not only as a market or a mili-
tary power, but as a
civilization.
An Old Instinct, A New Con-
fidence

Civilizational diplomacy is
not new to India; it is arguably
India's oldest export. Long be-
fore the modern state existed,
Indian ideas travelled without
armies. Buddhism crossed the
Himalayas and the seas to
shape China, Korea, Japan,
and Southeast Asia. The tem-
ple complexes of Angkor and
Borobudur, the Ramayana tra-
ditions of Thailand and Indo-
nesia, and the Sanskrit inscrip-
tions scattered across Asia are
reminders that India's most
durable conquests were con-
quests of the imagination.

tWhat has changed in recent
years is the confidence and co-
herence with which this inher-
itance is being used. Where
earlier decades treated culture
as a decorative afterthought to
foreign policy, it now sits close
to the centre of it. The phrase
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,"
the world is one family, was not
merely quoted during India's
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G20 presidency in 2023; it was
the presidency's official theme,
printed on every document and
displayed at every venue. An
ancient Upanishadic idea be-
came the organising principle
of the world's premier econom-
ic forum. That is civilizational
diplomacy in its most literal
form.

The Many Instruments of
Soft Power

The toolkit has expanded im-
pressively. Yoga and Ayurveda
now have global constituen-
cies, supported by institutions
such as the WHO Global Centre
for Traditional Medicine, es-
tablished in Jamnagar, the first
of its kind anywhere in the
world. The International Solar
Alliance, headquartered in In-
dia, frames climate coopera-
tion through the old reverence
for Surya, the sun, giving a
technical body a cultural soul.

The diaspora, thirty-five mil-
lion strong, has become a liv-
ing bridge. The spectacular
community receptions for In-
dian leaders abroad, from Mad-
ison Square Garden to Sydney,
are not mere spectacle; they
signal to host governments
that the Indian community is
engaged, organised and proud
of its roots. Meanwhile, the re-
patriation of stolen antiquities
has added a moving new chap-
ter. Hundreds of sculptures
and artefacts have returned
home from the United States,
Australia and Europe in recent
years, each homecoming a
small ceremony of civilization-
al self-respect.

Even vaccine diplomacy car-
ried this imprint. When India
shipped Covid vaccines to doz-
ens of countries under Vaccine
Maitri, the gesture was framed
through the ideal of "Seva,"

service, echoing the dictum
that the world is one family.
Aid became an expression of
ethos rather than a
transaction.

Buddhism and the Neigh-
bourhood

Nowhere is the civilizational
thread more visible than in In-
dia's engagement with Asia.
The nurturing of Buddhist cir-
cuits connecting Bodh Gaya,
Sarnath, Kushinagar and Lum-
bini speaks directly to the spir-
itual geography of Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Vietnam, Japan and
beyond. The gifting of sacred rel-
ics for exposition abroad, the res-
toration of temples in Cambodia
and Vietnam by Indian archaeol-
ogists, and the establishment of
institutions such as Nalanda Uni-
versity as a revived seat of an-
cient learning all serve a patient
purpose. They remind Asia that
its cultural bloodstream carries
Indian memory, and that this con-
nection predates and outlasts the
anxieties of contemporary
geopolitics.

Why Civilizational Diplomacy
Works

Sceptics sometimes dismiss
soft power as ornamental. This
misunderstands how influence
actually accumulates. Military al-
liances shift, and trade deals ex-
pire, but cultural affinity com-
pounds quietly across
generations. A student who stud-
ies at an Indian university on an
ICCR scholarship, a Japanese pil-
grim who visits Bodh Gaya, a

Brazilian who begins her morn-
ing with pranayama, each be-
comes a small ambassador for an
idea of India that no press release
could manufacture.
Civilizational diplomacy also
gives India a distinctive voice in
a crowded world. Many nations
can offer markets and weapons;
very few can offer an unbroken
living tradition of philosophy,
medicine, art, and pluralism
stretching back millennia. By
speaking as a civilization, India
offers the world not just partner-
ship but perspective on sustaina-
bility through simple living, on
harmony through dialogue, on
universalism through "the world
is one family."
The Road Ahead

The evolution is far from com-
plete. The next frontier lies in in-
stitutions: more chairs of Indian
studies abroad, deeper transla-
tion of classical literature,
stronger global platforms for In-
dian cinema, cuisine and digital
creativity. The raw material is
inexhaustible; the task is cura-
tion and consistency.

What is already clear is that In-
dia has stopped being shy about
its inheritance. It has learned to
convert memory into a message
and heritage into a handshake. In
a century likely to be defined by
contests of technology and power,
India is making an older wager,
that the deepest borders are
crossed not by force, but by ide-
as that feel, to those who re-
ceive them, like something
they had always known.
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ly to invest extra effort when they
feel respected, trusted and
aligned with the organisation’s
goals.

In many ways, this evolution
presents an opportunity rather
than a challenge. Employers who
recognise and adapt to these
changing expectations can build
more engaged, productive and in-
novative teams. By fostering
trust, offering flexibility and cre-
ating meaningful work environ-
ments, organisations can unlock
the full potential of this
generation.

Ultimately, Gen Z is not reject-
ng work—it isredefining it. Their
approach signals a shift from
quantity to quality, from purpose
obligation. As industries contin-
ue to evolve under the influence
of technology and changing so-
cial values, this redefinition may
well prove to be not just relevant,
but essential.

Owls: Silent
Guardians of Nature
That Need Protection
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Owls are among nature’s
most fascinating creations,
known for their unique ap-
pearance, silent flight and re-
markable hunting skills. Inter-
national Owl Awareness Day,
observed on August 4 every
year, reminds us of the impor-
tance of protecting these
unique birds. Beyond myths
and beliefs, owls play a vital
role in maintaining ecological
balance by controlling pests
and supporting agricultural
ecosystems. Their presence in
nature reflects the health of
our environment.

Owls - Unique Birds With
Big Eyes

Owls look different and
sometimes appear scary be-
cause of theirlarge eyes. They
are considered auspicious
birds and are traditionally re-
garded as the vehicle of God-
dess Lakshmi. Owls are spe-
cial birds that can fly silently
due to their unique feather
structure. Owls can turn their
heads up to 270 degrees and
can see clearly even in com-
plete darkness. They are found
in forests and deserts on all
continents except Antarctica.
A group of owls is called a
“parliament”.

A pair of owls can eat up to
3,000 mice during their nesting
season, which is beneficial to
farmers. They can even detect
and catch prey hidden under
deep snow through their excel-
lent hearing ability. Their
feathers and spots blend with
the colour of tree bark, provid-
ing safety during resting and
hunting.

Let’s Protect This Rare Bird
Species

The declining population of
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owls worldwide should be con-
sidered a warning sign of bio-
diversity loss. Their numbers
have been reduced due to habi-
tat destruction, pollution, ex-
cessive pesticide use, poisoned
food and indiscriminate hunt-
ing.Protecting owl habitats,
reducing the use of poisonous
rodenticides and creating
awareness through wildlife
conservation programmes are
essential steps. Schools and
communities should encour-
age conservation activities to
ensure ecological balance.
There are more than 200 spe-
cies of owls worldwide. These
nocturnal birds mainly move
during the night, though some
species also hunt during the
day. As skilled carnivorous
hunters, they feed on insects,

Unknown Facts About
Owls

» Owls have special feath-
ers that help them fly
almost silently.

» They cannot move their
eyes but rotate their
heads to see around.

» Their facial discs help
cap
ture and focus sounds.

» Some owls can locate
prey
hidden under snow.

» Owls act as natural pest
controllers and help
farmers.

lizards, mice, crabs and
worms.

While some cultures believe
owls bring prosperity and
good fortune, others consider
them a bad omen. It is impor-
tant to understand their eco-
logical value and protect these
unique birds.
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Lok Sabha Passes Appropriation Bill,
Adjourns Amid Opposition Protests

The Lok Sabha was adjourned
for the day on Tuesday after
passing the Appropriation
(No.3) Bill, 2026, amid continued
protests by Opposition members
over the alleged theft of dona-
tions at the Ram Temple and
other issues.When the House re-
assembled at 2 pm after an ear-
lier adjournment, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
introduced the Taxation and
Other Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026, to replace an Ordinance
that removed income tax provi-
sions relating to foreign invest-
ment in government securities.
Although several Opposition
members had submitted notices
to oppose the introduction of
the Bill, none spoke when their
names were called by the Chair.
The Bill proposes amendments
to the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act, 2007, the Income-
tax Act, 2025, and the Finance
Act, 2027. Despite the uproar, the
Lok Sabha passed the Appropri-
ation (No.3) Bill, 2026 by voice
vote. The legislation authorises
the appropriation of money
from the Consolidated Fund of
India to cover expenditure in-
curred on certain services dur-
ing the financial year ending
March 31, 2023, that exceeded
the amounts originally ap-
proved. Earlier in the day,

Speaker Om Birla appealed to
members to allow Question
Hour to function smoothly and
sought cooperation from all par-
ties. Opposition members con-
tinued raising slogans, includ-
ing "Home Minister, answer us",
protesting police action against
student demonstrators during
their march to Parliament on
July 20. Birla said he had re-
quested leaders of all political
parties during the Business Ad-
visory Committee meeting to
ensure the smooth functioning
of Parliament. Describing Par-
liament as the country's highest

democratic institution, he said
it should be used for debating
and passing legislation rather
than slogan-shouting or display-
ing placards. During the ongo-
ing Monsoon Session, the Lok
Sabha has passed five Bills. Two
have already received approval
from both Houses, while the
Registration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
the Appropriation (No.3) Bill,
2026, and the Supreme Court
Judges (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, are
awaiting consideration in the
Rajya Sabha.

Security Tightened in J&K Ahead
of Article 370 Anwersary

Security has been intensi-
fied across Jammu and Kash-
mir ahead of the seventh anni-
versary of the Centre's August
5, 2019 decision to revoke the
erstwhile state's special consti-
tutional status under Article
370 and bifurcate it into the Un-
ion Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. Several
political parties have an-
nounced protests and Black
Day observances on Wednes-
day, prompting authorities to
deploy additional security per-
sonnel, especially in the Kash-
mir Valley.

Officials in Srinagar and
Jammu are scheduled to hold
security review meetings to fi-
nalise measures to regulate or
prevent political gatherings.
While the National Conference
(NC) has not disclosed its com-
plete plans, the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), Congress,
Awami Itehad Party (AIP) and
other regional parties have an-
nounced protest programmes.
Party leaders have expressed
concerns that they may face
house detention or preventive
restrictions.

PDP president and former
Chief Minister Mehbooba Muf-
ti has directed party workers to
organise district-level demon-
strations demanding the resto-
ration of Articles 370 and 35A
and the release of political de-

tainees. The party has also ap-
pealed to the public to observe
a 15-minute lights-out blackout
as a symbolic protest. The pro-
test schedule was issued by
General Secretary (Organisa-
tion) G.N. Lone Hanjura.

NC Provincial President
(Jammu) Rattan Lal Gupta
said the party would observe
August 5 as Black Day, calling
the 2019 decisions unconstitu-
tional and asserting that peo-
ple continue to face political,
constitutional and emotional
consequences. He also criti-
cised the BJP over the delay in
restoring statehood.

The Congress has planned
statewide protests under the

Udhayanidhi Stalin Released After
High Court Order inTrisha Remarks Case

DMK leader and Leader of
the Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin was released by the po-
lice on Tuesday after the Ma-
dras High Court directed au-
thorities to free him
immediately following ques-
tioning in connection with a
case over his alleged objection-
able remarks about actor Tri-
sha Krishnan.

Udhayanidhi was arrested
earlier in the day from his resi-
dence in Chennai after a case
was registered over comments
he made during a public meet-
ing. During the hearing, Tamil
Nadu Advocate General Vijay
Narayan informed the High
Court that Udhayanidhi had
been taken to Thanjavur for
questioning and that the police
had no intention of seeking ju-
dicial remand. He said the plan
was to question him and re-
lease him on station bail.

Taking note of the submis-
sion, the Madras High Court
ordered the police to release
Udhayanidhi immediately af-
ter the questioning was com-
pleted. He was subsequently
released on Tuesday evening.

The controversy stems from
a speech delivered by Udhaya-
nidhi on Monday during a pro-
test over the Cauvery water
dispute. While criticising the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) government, some party
workers began chanting "Tri-
sha, Trisha." In response, Ud-
hayanidhi made remarks that
were alleged to carry a double
meaning and were widely criti-
cised as inappropriate.

Following the backlash, Ud-
hayanidhi clarified that his
comments were intended to re-
fer to the Cauvery issue and
not the actor. However, the ex-
planation failed to end the con-
troversy, with several political
parties demanding an uncondi-
tional apology, alleging that the
remarks were derogatory to-
wards women.

The TVK lodged a police
complaint over the comments,
leading to the registration of a
case against Udhayanidhi. He
then approached the Madras
High Court seeking relief,
prompting an urgent hearing
that resulted in his release af-
ter police questioning.

slogan "Meri Riyasat, Mera
Haq", reiterating its demand
for the restoration of
statehood.

Meanwhile, AIP, led by MP
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, popular-
ly known as Engineer Rashid,
announced Black Day pro-
grammes in Srinagar and New
Delhi. Party spokesperson
Inam Un Nabi said Rashid
would wear black clothes in
Parliament and observe a day-
long hunger strike as a peace-
ful protest. The party will also
hold seminars highlighting its
demand for the restoration of
democratic and constitutional
rights in Jammu and
Kashmir.

INDIA

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday launched a
sharp attack on the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, accusing the RSS of at-
tempting to rewrite India's his-
tory and asserting that the
country's historical legacy
would not be allowed to be
distorted.

Addressing the media, Gan-
dhi said the RSS could not al-
ter India's past and insisted
that the nation would not toler-
ate any attempt to undermine
or rewrite its history. He main-
tained that India's historical
heritage belongs to its people
and cannot be changed to suit
any political ideology.

"The RSS can't change our
history. India will not tolerate
its history being trampled
upon by anybody," Gandhi said
while criticising what he de-
scribed as efforts to reshape
the country's historical
narrative.

The Congress leader also
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strongly criticised the Union
government's handling of re-
cent student protests, saying
students had suffered because
of police action and deserved
justice instead of symbolic
gestures.

Referring to the police ac-
tion against student protest-
ers, Gandhi said the Prime
Minister should apologise to
them rather than seek forgive-
ness. "Students are in severe
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GenZ Should Lead Youth
Outreach, Says Abhijeet Dipke

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke on
Tuesday welcomed Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat's
planned interaction with stu-
dents but said such initiatives
would be more meaningful if
they were led by young people
from Gen Z.

Bhagwat is scheduled to in-
teract with Gen Alpha and Gen
Z students in Mumbai on Au-
gust 6. The programme will
bring together more than 2,000
students aged between 15 and
19 from over 100 cities across
the country.

Speaking to reporters at his
residence in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Dipke said the
growing engagement with
young people reflected the in-
fluence of the youth on nation-
al politics. He remarked that
even Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had started posting Insta-
gram reels and Bhagwat was
now preparing to interact with
Gen Z.

"The youth has forced this.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has to post a reel on Ins-
tagram, and Mohan Bhagwat
also wants to interact with Gen
Z," Dipke said.

He added that while the dia-
logue was a positive step, Gen
Z needed representatives from

its own generation to lead such
conversations. According to
Dipke, interactions would be
more effective if young people
engaged directly with other
young people instead of senior
leaders.

Dipke said it was encourag-
ing that the importance of Gen
Z was finally being recognised,
describing young people as the
future of the country. However,
he stressed that youth out-
reach should feature younger
faces to better understand the
aspirations and concerns of
students.

He also referred to the resig-
nation of Dharmendra Prad-
han as Union Education Minis-
ter on July 25 following CJP-led
protests over the alleged NEET
examination paper leak.

Commenting on student pro-
tests in Jharkhand, Dipke ac-
cused the state government of
ignoring the demonstrators.
Students have been holding an
indefinite protest in Ranchi
since July 29 over alleged pa-
per leaks in the Jharkhand
Public Service Commission ex-
aminations and other recruit-
ment tests. Dipke said he had
spoken with the protesting stu-
dents and claimed they lacked
basic facilities, adding that the
CJP stood in solidarity with
their agitation.

MK Stalin Targets CM Vijay After
Udhayamdhl Stalin's Arrest

DMK president MK Stalin on
Tuesday launched a strong at-
tack on Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister Vijay and the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) gov-
ernment following the arrest
and subsequent release of
Leader of the Opposition Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin.

Udhayanidhi Stalin was de-
tained for nearly four hours
over alleged double entendre
remarks linked to actor Trisha
Krishnan before being released
on the orders of the Madras
High Court.

Reacting to the incident, MK
Stalin accused the state gov-
ernment of using arrests to di-
vert attention from govern-
ance failures, particularly on
the Cauvery water dispute and
the Mekedatu dam issue. He
said the arrest, carried out a
day before the state budget ses-
sion, was intended to prevent
Udhayanidhi Stalin from par-
ticipating in the Assembly. "Ar-
rogance leads to destruction;
persistent arrogance only ac-
celerates it," MK Stalin said
while criticising the Vijay-led

government. He also alleged
that instead of fulfilling elec-
toral promises, Chief Minister
Vijay had focused on social me-
dia publicity. "From the mo-
ment he assumed office, in-
stead of striving to fulfil
promises, Chief Minister Vijay,
content to roam as a mere reels
creator, must now awaken to
his responsibilities," he said.
The DMK chief further ac-
cused the government of re-
peatedly using arrests against
political opponents, students,
farmers and protesters. He
claimed protests against the
NEET examination, farmers'
demonstrations and awareness
campaigns against NEET had
faced restrictions under the
present administration. The

controversy stems from re-
marks made by Udhayanidhi
Stalin during a protest in
Thanjavur over the Cauvery
water dispute. The comments
drew criticism from several po-
litical leaders and public fig-
ures, who alleged they con-
tained a vulgar double
meaning. Police booked Udhay-
anidhi Stalin under multiple
legal provisions, including
charges related to the use of
obscene words, outraging the
modesty of women, promoting
enmity, provoking riots and
criminal intimidation. Provi-
sions of the Tamil Nadu Prohi-
bition of Harassment of Wom-
en Act were also invoked before
he was released following
court intervention.
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Rahul Gandhi Attacks RSS, PM Modi Over
History and Student Protest Crackdown

pain. They don't need the
Prime Minister's forgiveness;
Modi needs to apologise in-
stead," he said.

His remarks came amid an
ongoing political confronta-
tion between the Opposition
and the ruling BJP over the
treatment of student demon-
strators and wider ideological
issues. Opposition parties
have repeatedly accused the
government of suppressing
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dissent and using excessive
force against protesting stu-

i dents. The BJP, however, has

defended the government's ac-
tions and accused the Con-
gress of politicising the issue
for electoral gains.

The comments also coincid-
ed with continued disruptions
in Parliament, where Opposi-
tion parties intensified their
protests over multiple issues.
Among the key concerns
raised were the police action
against student protesters and
allegations regarding the theft
of donations at the Ayodhya
Ram Temple.

The exchange has further
sharpened the political divide
between the Congress and the
BJP, with both sides continu-
ing to trade allegations over
governance, democratic val-
ues and the handling of public
protests. The issue is expected
toremain a major point of con-
tention during the ongoing
Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Independent Probe into
Paper Leak Allegations

Job aspirants protesting the
alleged paper leaks in the
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC) examina-
tion and other recruitment
tests have demanded an inves-
tigation by an independent
panel of retired High Court
judges from outside
Jharkhand, expressing a lack
of confidence in the ongoing
probe.

The protesters have been
staging an indefinite sit-in at
Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium
in Ranchi since July 29. They
alleged that the JMM-led gov-
ernment was attempting to
"whitewash" the issue by as-
signing the investigation to the
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID).

Earlier, the protesters had
demanded a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) inquiry
along with an Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) probe, claiming
the alleged recruitment scam
involved large-scale financial
transactions.

Vinay Mehta, a job aspirant
from Hazaribag district, said
the protesters had lost faith in
the CID investigation. He
claimed that during the earlier
JSSC-CGL paper leak inquiry,
the CID found that answers to
135 out of 150 questions had

been leaked, with 120 questions
matching the actual examina-
tion paper.

Mehta also alleged that de-
spite candidates submitting
documentary evidence
through emails and WhatsApp,
authorities neither acknowl-
edged nor acted on the com-
plaints. He reiterated the de-
mand for either a CBI
investigation or an independ-
ent inquiry by retired High
Court judges from outside the
state.

The protesters also an-
nounced plans to pay tribute to
former Chief Minister Shibu
Soren on his first death anni-
versary. Pawan Goswami, a
protester from Palamu district,
said the students would march
to Soren's residence to pay
their respects, describing him
as an inspiration.

While emphasising that the
agitation would remain peace-
ful, Goswami warned that the
protesters would intensify
their movement if the govern-
ment continued to ignore their
demands. He said they would
gherao the Jharkhand Assem-
bly on August 10 if no action
was taken. The protest has re-
ceived support from several or-
ganisations in recent days.

Police Halt Kejriwal's March
Against E20 Petrol Policy

Delhi Police on Tuesday
stopped Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal and other party leaders
from marching to the Prime
Minister's residence to submit
more than 2.30 1akh petitions op-
posing the Centre's E20 petrol
policy. The action prompted AAP
leaders and supporters to stage a
sit-in protest on Firoz Shah
Road.Kejriwal, accompanied by
former Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia, AAP lead-
er Jasmine Shah and other party
members, sat on the road after
police prevented the group from
proceeding towards the Prime
Minister's residence.The party
had begun the march with
around 100 participants carry-
ing petitions collected from peo-
ple across the country. Accord-
ing to AAP, the petitions
represent the concerns of vehi-
cle owners over the govern-
ment's promotion of E20 petrol,
an ethanol-blended fuel. The par-
ty alleged that the increased use
of E20 petrol was adversely af-
fecting vehicle owners and urged
the Centre to reconsider the pol-

icy. AAP leaders said the peti-
tions were intended to highlight
public opposition to the fuel ini-
tiative and seek a review of the
government's decision.

Addressing supporters before
the march, Kejriwal said the par-
ty had collected more than 2.30
lakh signatures from citizens
across the country. He appealed
to the government to take note
of the concerns raised by crores
of vehicle owners and respond to
the issues associated with the
E20 fuel policy.The protest re-
mained peaceful as police re-
stricted the march before it
could reach the Prime Minister's
residence. AAP leaders contin-
ued their demonstration on the
roadside, reiterating their de-
mand that the government en-
gage with the concerns ex-
pressed through the
petitions.ZThe E20 petrol policy
has become a point of political
debate, with AAP claiming it
could negatively impact vehicle
users, while the Centre has been
promoting ethanol blending as
part of its broader fuel and en-
ergy strategy.
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Bangladesh Seeks Indias Standon  US Begins Largest Citizenship Revocation
Drive Against 25 Naturalised Citizens

Sheikh Hasina's Planned Address

Bangladesh has sought clari-
fication from India over former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's proposed virtual address
from New Delhi, saying that al-
lowing a fugitive to engage in
political activities could nega-
tively affect the improving bi-
lateral relationship between
the two countries.

The issue marks Dhaka's
first official response to Hasi-
na's planned participation in
an August 5 event organised by
the Foreign Correspondents'
Club of South Asia (FCCSA) in
New Delhi. The programme is
being held to mark the second
anniversary of the student-led
uprising that led to the fall of
Hasina's government in 2024.

The matter comes as Bangla-
desh continues to pursue Hasi-
na's extradition from India,
where she has been living
since leaving Bangladesh in
August 2024. Despite facing
multiple criminal cases, Hasi-
na recently told Reuters that
she intends to return to Bang-
ladesh in December. Bangla-
desh's State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Shama Obaed
Islam said her government was
committed to maintaining a
forward-looking relationship
with India but wanted New
Delhi to clarify its position on
the issue. "We are moving for-
ward with India with a for-
ward-looking approach. We
don't want that progress to be
affected. India has to be clear
about its stance," Islam told re-
porters. According to the FC-

CSA, Hasina, 78, is scheduled
to address the event through
video conferencing. She is ex-
pected to be joined by her son,
Sajeeb Wazed Joy, and other
speakers. The organisation has
not responded publicly to
Bangladesh's concerns. Islam
said Bangladesh had repeated-
ly conveyed its objections to
India regarding Hasina and
other Awami League leaders
making political statements
while staying in India. She said
Dhaka did not want bilateral
relations to suffer because of
comments made by individuals
facing legal proceedings in
Bangladesh. She also noted
that India had earlier indicated
it did not expect fugitives to
carry out political activities
from its territory. Although
she acknowledged that the
event was not being organised

by the Indian government, Is-
lam said Bangladesh would
raise the issue through diplo-
matic channels if required.
There was no immediate re-
sponse from India's Ministry
of External Affairs. Relations
between India and Bangladesh
have remained strained since
Hasina's removal from office,
though both governments have
recently expressed interest in
rebuilding ties through in-
creased engagement and coop-
eration after the formation of
Tarique Rahman's government
following February's elections.
Bangladesh has also sought
Hasina's extradition after she
was sentenced to death in 2025
for crimes against humanity
related to the 2024 crackdown,
a verdict she has rejected as le-
gally invalid.

UN Experts Urge Canada to Protect
Sikh Activist Moninder Singh

A group of United Nations
human rights experts has
called on Canada to take all
possible measures to protect
Sikh activist Moninder Singh,
citing allegations of foreign in-
timidation and repeated
threats to his life.

In a letter dated June 3 and
made public two months later
under standard UN proce-
dures, five independent UN ex-
perts expressed concern over
what they described as allega-
tions of foreign intimidation
and reprisals against Singh, a
Canadian citizen. They noted
that Canadian authorities had
issued Singh four "duty to
warn" notices since 2022, in-
forming him of credible and
imminent threats to his life.

The experts urged the Cana-
dian government to ensure the
safety of Singh, his family and
others facing similar risks.
They also called for accelerat-
ed investigations into the alle-
gations, accountability for
those responsible, appropriate
remedies for victims and meas-
ures to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future.

The letter was signed by the
UN Special Rapporteurs on
protecting human rights while
countering terrorism, freedom
of peaceful assembly and asso-
ciation, human rights defend-
ers, freedom of religion or be-
lief, and the Independent
Expert on promoting a demo-
cratic and equitable interna-
tional order. A copy of the com-

munication was also sent to
the Government of India.

UN Special Rapporteurs and
independent experts are ap-
pointed by the UN Human
Rights Council to examine and
report on specific issues. They
serve in an independent capac-
ity and do not speak on behalf
of the United Nations.

Earlier this year, Singh vis-
ited the UN in Geneva to seek
international attention to what
he described as the targeting
of Sikh activists abroad and
broader concerns about trans-
national repression.

The issue has remained a
source of diplomatic tension
between India and Canada
since the 2023 killing of Sikh
activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar
in British Columbia. Canada
alleged Indian involvement in

the killing, an accusation India
has consistently denied. The
dispute led to a deterioration
in bilateral relations and the
expulsion of diplomats by both
countries in 2024. Relations
have improved in recent
months following renewed dip-
lomatic engagement.

Singh, who supports the
Khalistan movement advocat-
ing an independent Sikh state,
welcomed the UN experts' in-
tervention. He said the letter
highlighted concerns about the
safety of Sikh activists and re-
affirmed that his advocacy was
based on international law, hu-
man rights principles and the
experiences of his community.
India has consistently rejected
allegations of targeting Sikh
activists abroad.

India Invites Bangladesh PM
Tarique Rahman to BRICS Summit

India has invited Bangladesh
Prime Minister Tarique Rah-
man to attend the outreach ses-
sion of the upcoming BRICS
Summit in New Delhi in his
capacity as the current chair
of the Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC).The 18th BRICS
Summit will be held in New
Delhi on September 12 and 13,
with India hosting the event as
the current chair of the group-
ing. The summit is expected to
focus on several global issues,
including the economic impact
of the ongoing West Asia
crisis.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said the invitation to Rahman
was extended in line with the

standard practice followed for
BRICS outreach sessions. He
also noted that India had sepa-
rately invited Rahman to un-
dertake a bilateral visit after
he assumed office as Bangla-
desh's Prime Minister in
February."As far as the BRICS
Summit is concerned, India
has separately extended an in-
vitation to the Bangladesh
Prime Minister in his capacity
as the current chair of BIM-
STEC to attend the outreach
session of the 18th BRICS Sum-
mit," Jaiswal said during areg-
ular media briefing.He added
that invitations had also been
extended to the heads of other
regional organisations follow-
ing the same practice.

Several world leaders, in-
cluding Chinese President Xi

Jinping, Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian and Russian
President Vladimir Putin, are
expected to participate in the
summit.Originally comprising
Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa, BRICS ex-
panded in 2024 to include
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the
United Arab Emirates, with In-
donesia joining the grouping
in 2025. The bloc now repre-
sents nearly half of the world's
population, around 40 per cent
of global GDP and about 26 per
cent of global trade. BIMSTEC
is aregional organisation com-
prising India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Myanmar,
Nepal and Bhutan, aimed at
strengthening cooperation
among countries in the Bay of
Bengal region.

The United States Depart-
ment of Justice (DoJ) has initi-
ated proceedings to revoke the
citizenship of 25 naturalised
citizens, including an Indian-
origin man, in what officials
describe as the largest coordi-
nated denaturalisation effort
in the department's history.
The cases involve allegations
ranging from identity fraud
and marriage fraud to attempt-
ed murder, child sexual abuse
and other serious offences.

Among those named is
65-year-old Narinder Singh, a
resident of Delaware, who is
accused of obtaining US citi-
zenship by using a fraudulent
identity. According to the Dod,
Singh allegedly used two dif-
ferent identities to gain admis-
sion into the United States be-
ginning in 1996 before
becoming a naturalised citizen
on May 1, 2008. The complaint
against him includes seven
counts related to alleged mis-
representations and unlawful
conduct that authorities say
reflect adversely on his moral

character.

The list of 25 individuals
also includes two people of Pa-
kistani origin, Zia Murad Bhat-
ti and Mohd Wasif, who are ac-
cused of falsifying their
identities. Others facing denat-
uralisation proceedings are
naturalised citizens originally
from Moldova, Mexico, Colom-
bia, Nigeria, Liberia, Ghana,
Jamaica, Taiwan, Honduras,
Cameroon, Jordan, Cuba, El

Salvador, Haiti and Sweden.

The complaints were filed
between July 20 and August 3.
With these new filings, the to-
tal number of denaturalisation
cases initiated by the Justice
Department since January 20,
2025, has risen to 123 as part of
the Trump administration's in-
tensified immigration enforce-
ment measures.

Acting Attorney General
Todd Blanche said US citizen-

ship is one of the nation's high-
est privileges and must be ob-
tained lawfully and honestly.
He stated that the complaints
allege the individuals secured
naturalisation through fraud,
concealment or other unlawful
conduct, including hiding vio-
lent crimes, sexual offences
against children, fraudulent
identities and other disqualify-
ing facts.

Blanche said the latest ac-
tions marked only the begin-
ning of the department's ef-
forts to protect the integrity of
the naturalisation process and
public safety.

Assistant Attorney General
Brett Shumate described the
initiative as the largest denatu-
ralisation surge in recorded
history. The Justice Depart-
ment said the allegations
across the 25 cases include at-
tempted murder, domestic vio-
lence, child sexual abuse, iden-
tity fraud, passport fraud, bank
and credit card fraud, mar-
riage fraud and practising
medicine without a licence.

Former FBI Agent Accused of Stealing
S1Millionin Cryptocurrency

A former FBI counterintel-
ligence agent has been arrest-
ed in the United States on alle-
gations of stealing nearly $1
million worth of cryptocur-
rency from digital wallets that
the bureau was monitoring as
part of an investigation, ac-
cording to court documents.

Patrick Steven Yaroch, who
previously served in the FBI's
Counterintelligence and Espio-
nage Division, is accused of us-
ing his access to government
systems to transfer cryptocur-
rency from accounts linked to
a foreign adversary. According
to CNN, the accounts were con-
nected to Russia.

Prosecutors allege that Ya-
roch became dissatisfied with
the FBI's handling of the cryp-
tocurrency accounts and, in
late 2024, created a personal
digital wallet. Investigators
claim he accessed FBI databas-
es to obtain passphrases linked
to the monitored wallets and
transferred the funds through
10 to 12 separate transactions.

Authorities estimate the sto-
len cryptocurrency was worth
about $1 million. During a
search of Yaroch's home in
Ashburn, Virginia, investiga-
tors recovered cryptocurrency
valued at approximately
$925,426. They also seized a
hardware wallet, handwritten
seed phrases used to access
digital assets, and documents
indicating that Yaroch may
have been planning to relocate
abroad, including paperwork

UK Man Jailed for Hiding Mother's
Body and Claiming Benefits

A court in the United King-
dom has sentenced a 60-year-
old man to two years and four
months in prison after he kept
his mother's body in a chest
freezer for nearly three years
while continuing to claim her
pension and government ben-
efits worth more than £78,000
(about Rs 99 lakh).

Christopher Phillips, from
Porthcawl in South Wales, con-
cealed the body of his mother,
Sylvia Phillips, following her
death in March 2023. Accord-
ing to court proceedings, he
failed to inform authorities of
her death and continued to re-
ceive state pension payments,
attendance allowance, housing
benefits, winter fuel payments
and other financial support
that should have ceased after
her passing.The case came to
light in February 2026 after
doctors became concerned
about Sylvia Phillips' welfare
and requested a police welfare
check. When officers visited
the property, Phillips initially
claimed that his mother was
staying with relatives in Lon-
don. However, inconsistencies
in his statements prompted
further investigation, leading
police to discover her body in-
side a chest freezer at the home
they had shared. Investigators
also found that Phillips had
continued accessing his moth-

er's bank accounts while re-
ceiving benefits in her name.
The court heard that the total
amount fraudulently obtained
exceeded £78,000 during the
nearly three-year period. Dur-
ing the trial, Phillips' defence
lawyer said he had been his
mother's full-time carer for
many years and struggled emo-
tionally after her death. Ac-
cording to the defence, Phillips
told investigators he "didn't
want to let her go." His lawyer
also cited mental health diffi-
culties following his mother's
death as a contributing factor
to his actions. Judge Tracey
Lloyd-Clarke sentenced Phil-
lips to two years and four
months in prison after he
pleaded guilty to preventing a
lawful burial and multiple
fraud offences related to the
continued receipt of govern-
ment benefits. Police described
the case as deeply distressing
and expressed sympathy for
Sylvia Phillips' relatives. Au-
thorities said the discovery of
her body finally allowed family
members to arrange a proper
burial and bring the matter to
a close. The case has drawn at-
tention across the UK because
of its unusual circumstances
and the prolonged misuse of
public funds through fraudu-
lent benefit claims after the
death of a family member.

related to Portugal.

The FBI said it acted imme-
diately after learning about the
allegations. In a statement, the
agency said it had launched an
investigation, executed an ar-
rest warrant and reaffirmed
that it holds its employees to
the highest ethical standards.
The bureau added that such
conduct would not be tolerated
and declined to comment fur-
ther because the investigation
remains ongoing.

Investigators also recovered
conversations from Yaroch's
mobile phone in which he al-
legedly used ChatGPT to seek
advice on investing or spend-
ing $1 million and asked about
relocating overseas. Court re-
cords state that he later admit-
ted to a colleague that he had
made poor decisions before
contacting the US Department
of Justice.

Bloomberg News reported
that Yaroch was dismissed
from the FBI and arrested on
the same day federal agents
searched his residence. He has
been charged with interstate
transportation of stolen goods
and receipt of stolen goods. A
federal magistrate judge has
ordered that he remain in cus-
tody temporarily while legal
proceedings continue. His law-
yer has not issued a public
statement regarding the allega-
tions. The case remains under
investigation by federal
authorities.

Lufthansa Cuts Profit Outlook as
West Asia War Raises Fuel Costs

German aviation giant Luf-
thansa on Tuesday lowered its
earnings outlook for 2026, cit-
ingrising jet fuel prices caused
by the ongoing conflict in West
Asia. The announcement trig-
gered a sharp decline in the
company's share price, which
fell more than 11 percent in
trading on the Frankfurt Stock
Exchange.The airline now ex-
pects its core operating profit
to be between 1.7 billion euros
and 2.2 billion euros for 2026.
Earlier, Lufthansa had project-
ed significantly higher earn-
ings than its 2025 core profit of
1.96 billion euros.Speaking
during the company's earn-
ings call, Chief Financial Of-
ficer Till Streichert said the
biggest challenge remained
the sharp increase in fuel costs
and uncertainty over how
much of the additional ex-
pense could be passed on to
customers. Streichert said Luf-
thansa intends to continue
raising ticket prices during
the second half of the year to
offset higher fuel expenses.
However, he noted that predict-
ing customer demand had be-
come more difficult because
travellers were booking flights
closer to their departure dates
rather than making advance
reservations. Despite a 10 per-
cent increase inrevenue to 11.1
billion euros during the April-
June quarter, Lufthansa's core
operating profit, excluding
one-time items, dropped near-
ly 56 percent to 383 million eu-
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ros. According to the airline,
higher fuel prices alone added
around 750 million euros to its
operating costs during the pe-
riod. Lufthansa said it had
managed to recover approxi-
mately 60 percent of those ad-
ditional costs by increasing
ticket prices, but the higher
fares were not enough to fully
compensate for the surge in
fuel expenses. The airline
group, which also operates
Swiss, Brussels Airlines and
Eurowings alongside the Luf-
thansa brand, has become the
latest global carrier to feel the
financial impact of the pro-
longed conflict in West Asia.
The war has disrupted petro-
chemical supplies moving
through the strategically im-
portant Strait of Hormuz, con-
tributing to higher jet fuel
prices worldwide. Lufthansa
also reported that labour un-
rest significantly affected its
financial performance. Repeat-
ed strikes by pilots and cabin
crew over pay and pension dis-
putes led to the cancellation of
thousands of flights this year,
costing the airline around 200
million euros during the sec-
ond quarter. Several major in-
ternational airlines, including
British Airways parent IAG,
Air France-KLM, EasyJet,
American Airlines and Ry-
anair, have also reported weak-
er profits in recent weeks, at-
tributing the decline largely to
rising fuel costs linked to the
conflict in West Asia.
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UFG Flyweight Allan Nascimento Dies at 34 After Reported Heart Attack

Brazilian UFC flyweight
fighter Allan Nascimento has
died at the age of 34, the Ulti-
mate Fighting Championship
(UFC) confirmed. According
to reports, Nascimento was
found unresponsive on the
morning of August 3 after re-
portedly suffering a heart at-
tack in his sleep.

In an official statement, the
UFC said medical personnel
responded to the incident but
were unable to revive the
fighter. The organisation ex-
tended its condolences to Nas-
cimento's family, friends,
teammates and loved ones.

Known by his nickname
"Puro Osso", meaning "skin
and bones," Nascimento had

been part of the UFC roster
since 2021. He last competed
in June at UFC Fight Night:
Kape vs Horiguchi, where he
lost to Mitch Raposo by split
decision. The bout took place
only weeks before his unex-
pected death.

Nascimento first gained
recognition in 2018 after ap-
pearing on Dana White's Con-
tender Series, where he lost a
closely contested split deci-
sion to Raulian Paiva. Despite
that setback, he later earned
a UFC contract and went on to
compile a respectable record
of four wins and two losses in
the promotion. During his
UFC career, he also received
two Fight of the Night bonus-

es for his performances.

Overall, Nascimento fin-
ished his professional mixed
martial arts career with an
impressive record of 22 wins
and seven defeats. Competing
in the flyweight division, he
was known for his technical
skills, resilience and enter-
taining fighting style.

The Brazilian was also are-
spected Brazilian jiu-jitsu
black belt and trained at the
renowned Chute Boxe Acad-
emy in Sao Paulo alongside
former UFC lightweight
champion Charles Oliveira.

Following the news of his
passing, Oliveira paid an
emotional tribute to his long-
time training partner on so-

OFF BEAT

cial media, describing Nasci-
mento as a brother and
thanking him for the years
they spent training, compet-
ing and supporting one an-
other. He said Nascimento
would be deeply missed and
remembered as a legend.

Tributes have continued to
pour in from fellow fighters,
coaches and fans across the
mixed martial arts commu-
nity, who remembered Nasci-
mento not only for his
achievements inside the octa-
gon but also for his humility
and dedication to the sport.
His untimely death has left
the MMA world mourning
the loss of arespected athlete
at the age of 34.

Zoho CEO Says Flexible Work Is About People, Not Gen Z

Zoho Chief Executive Offic-
er Mani Vembu has said that
flexible working is not a con-
cept introduced by Generation
7, pointing out that the soft-
ware company has followed
flexible work practices for
nearly three decades.Vembu
made the remarks while re-
sponding to a post on X that
claimed the traditional 9-to-5
work culture was fading be-
cause Gen Z employees pre-
ferred more flexible work
schedules. Rejecting the idea
that flexibility is a new work-
place trend, he said Zoho had
adopted such practices long be-
fore Gen Z entered the work-
force. "We've been working this
way at Zoho for nearly 30 years.
Interesting that it's been
framed as new Gen Z culture,"
Vembu wrote on X. He added
that the desire for flexible
working is not limited to any
particular generation but re-
flects a broader human prefer-
ence. According to him, em-
ployees have always valued
flexibility, provided that work

is completed efficiently and
business objectives are
achieved. "I think this is more
about human beings. We al-
ways preferred flexibility, as
long as work gets done," Vembu
said. His comments come at a
time when organisations
across the world continue to
debate the future of workplace
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policies. While many compa-
nies have encouraged employ-
ees to return to offices after the
pandemic, others have re-
tained hybrid or remote work
models in response to chang-
ing employee expectations.
Vembu's remarks suggest that
workplace policies should be
based on business require-

ments and productivity rather
than being driven by genera-
tional stereotypes. His com-
ments also contribute to the
ongoing discussion on balanc-
ing employee flexibility with
organisational performance.
Mani Vembu has been associ-
ated with Zoho for several
years and is one of the compa-
ny's senior leaders. He is the
brother of Zoho co-founder and
Chief Scientist Sridhar Vem-
bu, who has also been an advo-
cate of unconventional work-
place and business practices.
The debate over flexible work
continues to gain momentum
as companies explore ways to
attract and retain talent while
maintaining collaboration and
productivity. Vembu's observa-
tions highlight that flexible
working arrangements have
existed well before the emer-
gence of Gen Z in the work-
force and should be viewed as
a practical business approach
rather than a trend associated
with a single
generation.

Hyderabad Father Uses Al to Help Son
Build Robotic Arm for School Project

A Hyderabad-based technol-
ogy enthusiast has shared how
Artificial Intelligence helped
him and his son build a work-
ing robotic arm for a school
technology fair, with the expe-
rience winning praise from so-
cial media users.

In a post on X, the father ex-
plained that his son initially
wanted to build a robot for the
school event. However, consid-
ering the limited time availa-
ble, they decided instead to cre-
ate a voice-controlled robotic
arm. To bring the idea to life,
they relied on Anthropic's Al
assistant, Claude, as a virtual
engineering guide throughout
the project.

According to the father, they
first searched YouTube for ide-
as before using Claude to cre-
ate 3D designs for the robotic
arm. The components were
then 3D printed in Tolichowki
and delivered through Rapido.
They later visited Koti to pur-
chase motors, chips, capaci-
tors, resistors and other elec-
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tronic components needed for
the project.

The father said Claude also
helped write the programming
code, troubleshoot technical is-
sues and suggest improve-
ments. He added that they con-
tinued refining the design
using Opus 5 and Fable until
the robotic arm functioned
more effectively.

Reflecting on the experience,
he said the project became

much more than a school as-
signment. Instead, it turned
into an opportunity for learn-
ing, experimentation and
spending quality time together
as father and son.

He also emphasised that us-
ing Al did not reduce the learn-
ing process. Rather, it encour-
aged curiosity and enabled
them to attempt a project they
might not have considered
otherwise.

The post quickly gained at-
tention online, with many us-
ers appreciating how AI had
been used as a learning tool
rather than a replacement for
human effort. Several parents
said the story demonstrated
how technology could make
challenging school projects
more engaging and accessible.

One user commented that Al
had helped bridge the gap be-
tween the child's ambition and
their existing technical knowl-
edge without replacing the ex-
perience of working together.
Another praised the father-son
collaboration, while a third re-
marked that successfully com-
pleting such a project after
overcoming technical chal-
lenges felt like a major
achievement.

The story has sparked dis-
cussions about the positive
role Artificial Intelligence can
play in education by support-
ing creativity, problem-solving
and hands-on learning when
used responsibly.

OpenAl Faces Onlme Crltlclsm Over Influencer Retreat in New York

OpenAl has come under crit-
icism on social media after
hosting an exclusive three-day
retreat for influencers at Wild-
flower Farms, a luxury resort
in New York's Hudson Valley.
The event, described by attend-
ees as an "OpenAl summer
camp," has sparked debate over
the company's marketing strat-
egy and the environmental im-
pact of artificial intelligence.

The retreat took place at the
140-acre resort, where room
rates typically range from 1,500
to 3,100 US dollars per night.
Influencers shared videos and
photos showcasing private cab-
ins, farm-to-table meals and
branded gifts, including tote
bags and honey jars.

The posts quickly drew criti-
cism across platforms such as
TikTok, Instagram, X and Red-
dit. Many users accused the
ChatGPT maker of "green-
washing," arguing that a na-
ture-themed event conflicted
with the environmental costs
associated with running large-
scale AI data centres, which
consume significant amounts

of electricity and water. Critics
described the retreat as "dysto-
pian" and questioned the com-
pany's decision to promote sus-
tainability-themed experiences
while operating energy-inten-
sive AI infrastructure. Some
social media users also criti-
cised influencers who attended
the event, asking why they pro-
moted Al technologies without
discussing their broader envi-
ronmental and social implica-
tions. One attendee, content
creator Grace McCarrick, de-

fended her participation on so-
cial media, saying that attend-
ing discussions about
emerging technology did not
compromise her personal val-
ues. Technology journalist
Taylor Lorenz also commented
on X, noting that creators at-
tending the event had received
widespread criticism, while
similar retreats organised by
competing technology compa-
nies had attracted far less at-
tention. Responding to the con-

%)versy, O&enAI said the

gathering was an educational
initiative linked to the recent
launch of ChatGPT Work. Ac-
cording to the company, the re-
treat was designed to help crea-
tors better understand its Al
tools so they could explain
practical use cases to their au-
diences. An OpenAl spokesper-
son said content creators are
an important part of the com-
pany's community and play a
significant role in helping peo-
ple discover and understand
new technologies. However, the
company declined to disclose
whether influencers were paid
to attend, whether travel and
accommodation expenses were
fully covered or whether par-
ticipants were contractually
required to publish promotion-
al content. The episode has re-
newed discussions about the
environmental footprint of ar-
tificial intelligence and the
growing public scrutiny facing
technology companies as they
promote Al products while ad-
dressing concerns about sus-
tainability, transparency and
responsible innogiion. .
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Viral Videos of Misconduct at Bhogapuram
Airport Spark Civic Sense Debate

Videos showing visitors al-
legedly damaging property and
removing plants at the newly
inaugurated Alluri Sitarama
Raju (ASR) International Air-
port at Bhogapuram in Andhra
Pradesh have gone viral on so-
cial media, triggering wide-
spread criticism and a debate
on civic responsibility.

The videos show several visi-
tors stepping into and playing
in decorative fountains within
the airport premises, while an-
other clip allegedly captures
people removing ornamental
plants from landscaped areas.
The footage also shows some
visitors treating parts of the
airport premises like a recrea-
tional space.

The airport, which recently
began operations, is consid-
ered a major infrastructure
project aimed at boosting con-
nectivity and economic devel-
opment in Andhra Pradesh.
However, the viral videos have
shifted public attention from
the new facility to concerns
over public behaviour and the
protection of public property.

The clips have attracted
thousands of reactions across
social media platforms, with
many users expressing disap-
pointment over the incidents.
Several commentators said
modern public infrastructure
can only be preserved if citi-
zens demonstrate responsible
behaviour and respect for
shared spaces.

Many users argued that dam-

Image credit: X/@ThamizhThermar and @indianTechGuide

aging public property or tak-
ing plants from landscaped ar-
eas undermines efforts to
improve civic infrastructure.
Some also called for stricter
monitoring at the airport to
prevent similar incidents in
the future.

Several social media users
urged airport authorities to de-
ploy additional security per-
sonnel and impose penalties on
those found vandalising or
stealing public property.

One user commented that
authorities might even need
the Forest Department to pro-
tect the airport's plants from
irresponsible visitors. Another
remarked that a lack of civic
sense, coupled with a sense of
entitlement, was responsible
for such behaviour. A third
suggested introducing civic

sense as a compulsory subject
in school curricula along with
stricter punishments for acts
of vandalism.

The incidents have reignited
discussions about the need for
greater public awareness re-
garding the preservation of
public infrastructure. Many
users stressed that newly de-
veloped facilities represent sig-
nificant public investment and
should be treated with care
rather than misused.

Airport authorities have not
yet issued an official statement
regarding the viral videos or
indicated whether action will
be taken against those in-
volved. Meanwhile, the footage
continues to circulate widely,
prompting renewed calls for
stronger enforcement and
greater civic responsibility.

Google Executive Shares Six Leadership
Lessons From 20-Year Gareer

An Indian Google executive
hasreflected on his two-decade
journey with the technology
giant, sharing six leadership
lessons that shaped his career
from the company's early days
in India to leading teams in
California.

Shankar Murali, an Engi-
neering Analyst Manager in
Google's Trust & Safety Pay-
ments division in California,
marked 20 years at Google with
a LinkedIn post recounting his
professional journey and the
experiences that influenced his
leadership style.

Murali said he joined Google
India when the company was
still in its early stages in the
country. At the time, the office
was small, there were no cafe-
terias and the workforce was
relatively limited. He recalled
working on Google's early pay-
ments initiative, Checkout,
where he helped design the
company's first risk, merchant
review and order review mod-
els while collaborating with
engineering teams. He also re-
membered Google's early
"TGIF" meetings, where em-
ployees could openly interact
with senior leaders and ask
questions. Over the years, Mu-
rali contributed to Google's
payments licensing efforts in
the United States before mov-
ingto Dublin. There, he worked
on scalable compliance sys-
tems for UK payment licences
and financial reporting. He
later led Google's counterfeit
operations team during the
company's early advertising
policy enforcement initiatives,
worked on account security
projects and eventually re-

turned to the payments busi-
ness. Reflecting on his career,
Murali shared six leadership
principles. He said leadership
begins with listening, explain-
ing that effective managers of-
ten allow people to talk through
problems rather than immedi-
ately offering solutions. He
also stressed the importance of
remaining curious and contin-
uously learning, adding that
knowledge becomes truly valu-
able when it is shared with oth-
ers. Murali said leaders should
lead by example and encourage
their teams by working along-
side them rather than direct-
ing from a distance. He high-
lighted empathy as another

essential quality, urging lead-
ers to recognise that everyone
faces unseen challenges and to
assume good intentions. He
also encouraged professionals
to build resilience by accepting
differing opinions, developing
a thick skin and treating oth-
ers with respect despite disa-
greements. Finally, Murali said
embracing change is essential
because technology, products
and leadership styles evolve
constantly. He thanked his
managers, colleagues and men-
tors for their support over the
past 20 years and expressed
confidence that his curiosity
would continue to guide the
next phase of his career.
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Sensex, Nifty End Lower as Profit
Booking Weighs on Markets

Indian equity markets
witnessed a sharp
reversal on August 4
as benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty
declined after a four-
day  rally, with
investors booking
profits and volatility
increasing across sectors. The Sensex slipped nearly 700 points
from its intraday high, while the Nifty ended the session around
the 24,600 mark.The market downturn was driven by several
factors, including profit booking, rising volatility and cautious
investor sentiment ahead of key economic developments. After
a strong upward movement in recent sessions, traders preferred
to lock in gains, leading to selling pressure in several major
stocks.One of the major reasons behind the decline was profit
booking following the recent rally. Investors took advantage of
higher valuations and reduced their exposure, resulting in weak-
ness across multiple sectors. Fifteen out of the 16 major sectoral
indices ended lower, highlighting the broad-based nature of the
selling.Another factor affecting market sentiment was the rise in
volatility. The India VIX, considered a measure of market fear,
moved higher as traders remained cautious about short-term
market movements. Concerns over changing trading conditions
and increased fluctuations also contributed to nervousness
among participants.The newly introduced closing auction mech-
anism in the derivatives market also added uncertainty among
traders. Market participants remained watchful about its impact
on index movements, especially during expiry-related sessions,
which contributed to higher swings in the market.Sector-wise,
IT, banking, real estate and other major segments witnessed sell-
ing pressure. Weakness in heavyweight stocks also dragged the
broader indices lower. Investors adopted a cautious approach as
they assessed global cues, domestic economic factors and
upcoming policy decisions.The market decline came after
strong gains in the previous session, when easing global con-
cerns and improved sentiment had supported buying interest.
However, analysts said short-term corrections are common after
sharp rallies as investors rebalance their portfolios and secure
profits.Despite the fall, market experts indicated that the broad-
er outlook would depend on corporate earnings, global develop-
ments, foreign investor activity and upcoming economic policy
signals. Traders are expected to closely monitor volatility levels
and sector-specific performance in the coming sessions.

The decline serves as a reminder that even during a strong mar-
ket phase, investors remain sensitive to valuations, global risks
and changes in trading patterns.

Manipal Health Lists
Amid Weak GMP

L T B SR

Manipal Health Enterprises is set to make its stock market
debut on August 5, with its shares scheduled to list on the
BSE and NSE. Ahead of the listing, the company's grey mar-

ECONOMY

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
proposed a new mutual fund-
only Portfolio Management
Services (MF-PMS) frame-
work that could change the
way some investors access
professionally managed port-
folios. The proposal aims to
create a separate PMS cate-
gory where portfolio man-
agers can build portfolios
using only mutual fund prod-
ucts instead of directly
selecting individual stocks.
Under the proposed structure,
investors may get access to
professional asset allocation
and fund selection services at
a lower entry point compared
with traditional PMS. SEBI
has suggested reducing the
minimum investment require-
ment for MF-PMS to 725
lakh, making the product
accessible to a wider group
of affluent investors.

The biggest change for
investors is that the portfolio
manager will not directly buy
and sell individual shares.

Instead, the manager will
decide which mutual fund
schemes to include, how
much allocation each fund
should receive and when to
switch between different
funds based on market condi-
tions and investment goals.
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allocation and selecting suit-
able funds for the investor.
The proposed MF-PMS route
could benefit investors who
want professional guidance
but do not have the time or
expertise to manage multiple
mutual fund investments
themselves. It may also pro-
vide a structured approach
for investors looking for cus-
tomised portfolios rather than
standard mutual fund options.
At the same time, experts
suggest investors should
carefully compare the addi-
tional fees, track record of
the portfolio manager, invest-
ment strategy and expected
benefits before investing. A
professionally managed port-
folio does not guarantee
higher returns, and costs can
significantly affect long-term
performance.

SEBI's proposal is part of a
broader review of PMS regu-
lations aimed at modernising
the sector, improving flexi-
bility and expanding invest-
ment choices while maintain-
ing investor protection.

For investors, the key ques-

However, investors may still
face the possibility of paying
two layers of management
costs. The underlying mutual
fund already charges expens-
es for managing the scheme,
while the PMS manager may
charge a separate fee for

portfolio construction, moni-
toring and allocation deci-
sions. This additional cost
structure will be an important
factor for investors to evalu-
ate before choosing the prod-
uct.

Supporters of the proposal

argue that the two roles are
different. A mutual fund
manager focuses on manag-
ing an individual scheme
according to its investment
objective, while the PMS
manager focuses on broader
portfolio construction, asset

tion will be whether the
value provided through pro-
fessional fund selection and
asset allocation justifies the
additional cost compared
with managing a mutual fund
portfolio independently.

MTAR Technologies shares
continued their strong rally
on Tuesday, hitting the upper
circuit for the fourth consec-
utive session after the com-
pany reported impressive
June quarter results. Investor
sentiment has also improved
due to optimism around the
company's key US client
relationships and strong
future growth prospects.

The stock has delivered a
massive return over the past
year, gaining around 335%,
while it has risen nearly
163% so far in 2026. The
recent surge came after
MTAR posted significant
improvement across revenue,
profitability and order
inflows in the first quarter of
FY27.

For the June quarter, MTAR
Technologies reported a
130.4% year-on-year
increase in revenue from
operations to $360.7 crore.
EBITDA increased nearly
200% to $85.1 crore, while

crore compared with $10.8
crore in the same period last
year.

A major positive factor for
the company is its record
order book. MTAR secured
orders worth $2,895.1 crore
during Q1 FY27, its highest-
ever quarterly order inflow,
taking the total order backlog
to $5,143.3 crore as of June
30, 2026. The orders include
contracts related to nuclear
power, aerospace, defence
and data centre infrastruc-
ture.

Analysts believe the strong
order pipeline provides rev-
enue visibility for the coming
years. The company has also
received support from its
growing presence in clean
energy, aerospace and
defence sectors, along with
new opportunities from glob-
al customers.

However, after such a sharp
rally, experts have advised
investors to remain cautious.
Market analysts said new
investors should avoid chas-

MTAR Technologies Hits Fourth Upper
Circuit on Strong Q1 Results

tive upper circuits and
wait for price stability
before taking fresh posi-
tions.

Technical analysts noted
that the stock has shown
strong momentum after
breaking out of previous
resistance levels.
Immediate support

is seen around the
$5,900-$6,000 range,
while

further resistance could
emerge near $6,600-
$6,800 levels.

For existing investors,
analysts suggest holding
the stock while monitor-
ing execution of the
large order book and
future earnings growth.

The key risks include
high valuations, dependence
on major customers and the

maintain its current growth
pace.

interest due to robust finan-
cial performance and order

investors should consider
valuation and market volatili-

Overall, MTAR Technologies
has attracted strong investor

visibility. While long-term
prospects remain positive,

ty before making fresh
investment decisions.

consolidated profit after tax
jumped 364.5% to $50.2

Tech Startups Brace for Lower IPO Valuations

while public market
valuations face wider
scrutiny from institu-
tional investors, retail
shareholders, analysts
and listed competitors.
This makes it difficult
for companies to justify
the high valuation mul-

ket premium (GMP) indicates a subdued opening, suggesting
limited gains for investors despite strong demand during the
initial public offering (IPO) period.

The healthcare company's IPO received a positive response
from investors, with strong participation from institutional
buyers. The issue attracted bids significantly higher than the
shares offered, highlighting investor interest in the healthcare
sector and the company's long-term growth potential.
However, the sentiment in the grey market remained cautious
ahead of the listing. The latest GMP trends pointed towards a L A
nearly flat debut compared with the IPO issue price, indicat-
ing that investors may not see a major listing-day premium.
Market observers said the muted GMP reflects concerns over
valuations and broader market conditions.Manipal Health had
launched its IPO with a price band of 7560 to ?590 per share.
The issue included a fresh issue component along with an

ing the stock during consecu-  ability of the company to

ficial intelligence and digital services attract-
ed large investments at aggressive valuations.
However, public market investors are now
comparing these companies with already list-
ed peers and demanding stronger financial
performance before assigning premium valua-
tions.

Experts said companies approaching IPOs
need to demonstrate clear paths towards prof-
itability and efficient business models. High
customer acquisition costs, heavy cash burn
and uncertain earnings projections are among
the concerns that could affect investor senti-

.
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offer-for-sale portion, and the shares are scheduled to begin t1pl§>s they achleveq ment.The changing environment has also
. . during private funding . ; .
trading on both major stock exchanges on August 5.The com- rounds influenced some major startups preparing for

pany operates a large multispecialty hospital network and has
attracted attention due to its strong presence in India's
expanding healthcare market. Investors have been tracking
the IPO closely as healthcare continues to remain a key
growth sector driven by rising demand for quality medical
services.

Analysts said that while listing gains may remain limited due
to the current GMP trend, long-term investors may focus on
the company's business fundamentals, expansion plans and
financial performance rather than short-term market move-
ments.

The TPO's valuation also remained a point of discussion
among market participants. Some investors expressed caution
over pricing, while others highlighted the company's scale,
brand value and growth opportunities in the healthcare indus-
try.

As the company enters the listed market, investors will close-
ly watch trading volumes, institutional participation and mar-
ket sentiment after the debut. The stock's performance in the
first few sessions is expected to provide further insight into
investor confidence and valuation acceptance.

LIC OFS Tops Govt PSU Stake
Sale Drive in 2026

listings. Investors have become more cautious
after seeing mixed post-listing performances
from some new-age companies, leading funds
to push for more reasonable pricing.

For founders and early investors, lower IPO
valuations could mean reduced returns com-
pared with expectations set during private
funding rounds. However, market observers
believe realistic pricing could help companies
build stronger long-term investor confidence
and avoid excessive volatility after
listing.India continues to have a strong
pipeline of technology IPOs, but the current
market trend suggests that companies will
need to balance growth ambitions with realis-
tic valuations. The focus is shifting from
hype-driven pricing to fundamentals, prof-
itability and sustainable expansion as
investors demand greater accountability from
new-age businesses.

Several technology
startups that have
recently moved towards
public listings have
already adjusted their
expectations, either

- reducing their issue

| sizes or accepting more
realistic valuations
amid changing market

* conditions. Investors
are increasingly focus-
ing on profitability,
revenue growth, cash
flows and long-term
business sustainability
rather than only growth potential.

The shift marks a change from the earlier
startup funding boom, when companies in
sectors such as fintech, quick commerce, arti-
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sizes compared with their earlier private mar-
ket expectations.
Industry executives told Moneycontrol that
valuations in private markets are often negoti-
ated among a limited group of investors,

LEAP India IPO Opens August 7 Amid Muted GMP

packaging, pallets, contain-

India's upcoming wave of new-age technolo-
gy companies planning to enter the stock
market is preparing for a more challenging
fundraising environment, with firms likely to
accept lower valuations and smaller issue

The central government has accelerated
its disinvestment programme through
Offer for Sale (OFS) transactions in
public sector companies, raising signifi-
cant funds while increasing public
shareholding in key state-owned firms.
So far in 2026, the government has
raised around 725,491 crore through
PSU stake sales, marking one of the
highest collections through the OFS
route in recent years.

The latest major transaction is the Life
Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)
OFS, where the government has pro-
posed selling up to a 6.5% stake. The
offer has a floor price of 7382 per share
and is expected to help the government
raise around ?31,000 crore if fully sub-
scribed. The move is also aimed at
increasing LIC's public shareholding to
meet regulatory requirements.

Before LIC, several major PSU compa-
nies witnessed government stake sales
through OFS. Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL), Coal India, Indian
Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
and NHPC were among the companies
where the government diluted its hold-
ings. These transactions helped the

Centre mobilise funds while allowing
investors to participate in leading public
sector companies.

BHEL, a major engineering and power
equipment manufacturer, attracted
strong investor interest during its stake
sale. The company has benefited from
expectations of higher infrastructure
spending and increased demand for
power sector equipment. However,
investors continue to track its order
pipeline, execution capabilities and
profitability.

Coal India, the country's largest coal
producer, remains a key PSU stock due
to its dominant position in the energy
sector. The company continues to bene-
fit from strong domestic coal demand,
although concerns over energy transi-
tion and renewable energy growth
remain long-term factors for investors to
consider.

IRFC, the financing arm of Indian
Railways, has also remained in focus
due to railway infrastructure expansion
plans. The company plays an important
role in financing railway projects and
has gained investor attention because of
government infrastructure spending.

NHPC, a major hydropower company,
has attracted interest due to India's focus
on renewable energy and clean power
generation. Investors are watching its
expansion plans and project execution
closely.

Market experts believe PSU stocks will
continue to remain in focus as the gov-
ernment balances fundraising needs
with strategic disinvestment goals.
However, investors are advised to eval-
uate individual company fundamentals,
valuations and long-term growth
prospects rather than relying only on
OFS-related sentiment.

KKR-backed supply chain solutions
provider LEAP India is set to launch its
initial public offering (IPO) on August 7,
with the company aiming to raise 72,480
crore through the issue. Ahead of the
opening, the grey market premium
(GMP) remains subdued, indicating lim-
ited expectations of strong listing gains
among investors.

The LEAP India IPO has been priced in
the range of ?151 to 7159 per equity
share. The issue will remain open for
subscription from August 7 to August
11, while the company's shares are
expected to list on the stock exchanges
on August 14. The IPO includes a fresh
issue of 7480 crore and an offer for sale
(OFS) component worth 22,000 crore.
The company's shares were trading at a
grey market premium of around 2.5%
over the upper price band, suggesting a
modest listing expectation. Market
observers said GMP is only an unofficial
indicator of investor sentiment and actu-
al listing performance will depend on
subscription demand, market conditions
and broader investor interest.

LEAP India operates in the supply chain
management and asset pooling segment,
providing solutions such as reusable

ers and related logistics
services. The company
serves industries including
e-commerce, fast-moving
consumer goods, automotive
and manufacturing sectors.
The IPO is being closely
watched as private equity
firm KKR-backed compa-
nies continue to attract
investor attention in India's
capital markets. The funds
raised through the fresh
issue are expected to sup-
port the company's financial
requirements, including

repayment or reduction of

borrowings and strengthening business
operations.

For retail investors, the minimum appli-
cation requirement is expected to
involve one lot of 94 shares, requiring an
investment of approximately 714,946 at
the upper price band.

The IPO comes at a time when investors
are showing selective interest in new
market offerings, focusing more on com-
pany fundamentals, growth potential and
valuations rather than relying only on
listing gains.
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Analysts said the muted GMP suggests
that investors may adopt a cautious
approach toward the issue. However, the
company's position in the supply chain
sector, its institutional backing and
growth opportunities in logistics and
asset management could remain key fac-
tors influencing investor decisions.

The final response to the IPO will
depend on subscription levels from qual-
ified institutional buyers, non-institution-
al investors and retail participants during
the three-day bidding window.
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Wasim Jafter Recalls Rare Moment KL Rahul Lost

Former India batter and ex-Punjab Kings
batting coach Wasim Jaffer has recalled
the only occasion when he saw KL Rahul
visibly angry during their time together at
the Indian Premier League (IPL) fran-
chise. According to Jaffer, a series of
heartbreaking defeats from winning posi-
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tions left Rahul deeply frustrated despite
his normally calm and composed person-
ality.

Speaking on The Great Indian Cricket
Show on Doordarshan, Jaffer described
Rahul as a reserved leader who rarely dis-
played his emotions on or off the field. He

said the former Punjab Kings captain gen-
erally remained composed, even during
difficult situations.

"KL is naturally very composed, a bit
reserved, and keeps to himself. It is very
rare to see him lose his cool or get visibly
angry on or off the field," Jaffer said.
However, Jaffer recalled one particular
match during his stint as Punjab Kings
batting coach when the team suffered yet
another narrow defeat after being in a
commanding position. The repeated loss-
es in close contests eventually tested
Rahul's patience."Every single game felt
like a heartbreak. We were losing match-
es from winning positions, and almost
every game was going down to the final
over. After one of those close losses, 1
saw him get genuinely angry for the first
time. He didn't say anything out of line,
but you could see how deeply frustrated
he was with how badly we had played,"
Jaffer said.

Rahul represented Punjab Kings from
2018 to 2021 and captained the side dur-
ing the 2020 and 2021 IPL seasons. Indiv

idually, he enjoyed tremendous success,
winning the Orange Cap in 2020 after
scoring 670 runs in 14 innings at an aver-
age of 55.83, including one century and
five half-centuries. He followed it up with
another outstanding campaign in 2021,
scoring 626 runs in 13 innings with six
fifties.Despite Rahul's consistency with
the bat, Punjab Kings narrowly missed
out on the playoffs in both seasons. In
2020, close defeats against Delhi Capitals
in a Super Over and Kolkata Knight
Riders by two runs proved costly as the
team finished with 12 points, two behind
fourth-placed ~ Royal  Challengers
Bengaluru.A similar story unfolded in
2021 when Punjab Kings suffered narrow
defeats against Rajasthan Royals and
Royal Challengers Bengaluru, again fin-
ishing with 12 points and missing the
playoffs.

Rahul remains Punjab Kings' highest run-
scorer, amassing 2,548 runs in 55 match-
es at an average of 56.62 and a strike rate
close to 140, with two centuries and 23
half-centuries. Since leaving Punjab, he
represented Lucknow Super Giants
before joining Delhi Capitals, where he
has enjoyed a resurgence in T20 cricket
with an aggressive batting approach and
consistent performances.Jaffer's recollec-
tion offers a rare glimpse into Rahul's
competitive nature, showing how repeat-
ed narrow defeats affected even one of
Indian cricket's calmest personalities.

Arshdeep Singh Apologises t

India fast bowler Arshdeep Singh offered
a light-hearted apology to Ravichandran
Ashwin after placing the veteran spinner
fifth in his list of India's best bowlers
during a recent interview. The left-arm
pacer also promised to send Ashwin a
personal message to explain his choice.
Speaking on Krishnank Atrey's YouTube
channel, Arshdeep was asked to rank
five Indian bowlers based on their skill
and talent. He selected Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Mohammed Shami, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal and
Ravichandran Ashwin.

Arshdeep placed Bhuvneshwar Kumar at
the top of the list, admitting that personal
admiration influenced his decision.
"Bhuvi bhai is at the top because he is
my personal favourite. I really like him,
so I'm a little biased," he said.

He ranked Mohammed Shami second,
praising the experienced fast bowler's
ability to generate seam movement on
any surface and describing his seam
presentation as exceptional.

Kuldeep Yadav was placed third for his
rare left-arm Chinaman bowling style,
while Yuzvendra Chahal occupied the
fourth spot. Arshdeep highlighted
Chahal's impressive wicket-taking record
and their association in the Punjab team.

P

When it came to Ashwin, Arshdeep
explained that the off-spinner was placed
fifth only because there were no posi-
tions left. He was quick to clarify that
the ranking did not reflect Ashwin's
stature as a cricketer.

"I wouldn't want to rate Ash bhai last,
but there were no positions left. He is
great. Ash bhai was also my first captain

o Ashwin After Ranking Ind
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in the IPL with Punjab. Sorry, Ash bhai,
I'll personally message you," Arshdeep
said.
Arshdeep was last seen in India's three-
match ODI series against England,
where the visitors lost the series 2-1. The
pacer had a difficult outing in the decid-
ing match, conceding 72 runs without
taking a wicket.

ia's Top Bowlers

Before the ODI series, India endured a
disappointing T201I series against
England, winning only one match.
Despite the team's struggles, Arshdeep
emerged as India's leading wicket-taker
with four wickets. He was later rested
for the T20I series against Zimbabwe,
which India won 3-0 under the captaincy
of Shreyas Iyer.

Mohammed Shami Picks Ravi
Shastri as His Favourite Coach

Veteran Indian fast bowler
Mohammed Shami has named
former India head coach Ravi
Shastri as his favourite coach,
praising the freedom and
aggressive mindset he encour-
aged among players. Shami's
remarks come at a time when his
chances of returning to the
Indian team appear increasingly
uncertain despite impressive
performances in domestic crick-
et.

Shami has not represented India
since March 2025, when he last
played an ODI. His most recent
Test appearance came in 2023.
Although he has consistently
performed in domestic competi-
tions, the 35-year-old pacer has
struggled to regain his place in
the national squad.

Speaking in an interview with
Times Now Navbharat, Shami
was asked to choose his
favourite coach from among

Gautam Gambhir, Rahul Dravid,
Anil Kumble and Ravi Shastri.
"It's a bit difficult to compare. I
haven't played much under
Gauti bhai. I've spent a good
amount of time with Rahul bhai
and Anil bhai. But if I have to
choose one, I would choose
Ravi bhai because of the free-
dom and aggression he brought
into the team. You could see that
fighting spirit in the players,"
Shami said.

Shami also reflected on his
memorable campaign in the
2023 ODI World Cup, where he
emerged as the tournament's
highest wicket-taker with 24
wickets in just seven matches.
However, he admitted that
India's defeat to Australia in the
final remains the biggest regret
of his career.

He said the disappointment of
losing the title still stays with
him, adding that personal

records mean little compared to
winning the World Cup. Shami
also expressed regret over the
international matches he missed
due to injuries, saying he often
wonders how many more wick-
ets he could have taken had he
remained fit throughout ICC
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tournaments.The experienced
pacer said those missed opportu-
nities still come to mind when-
ever he sees statistics or high-
lights from past World Cups.

Despite an uncertain interna-
tional future, Shami remains one
of India's most accomplished

fast bowlers. His performances
in domestic cricket continue to
demonstrate his quality, but with
younger pacers establishing
themselves in the national setup,
his path back into the Indian
team has become increasingly
challenging.

BCCI Thanks Ryan ten Doeschate and T
Dilip After Coaching Stints End
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Auqib Nabi's Selection Signals Tough
Road Back for Mohammed Shami

The selection of Jammu
and Kashmir pacer Auqib
Nabi as Jasprit Bumrah's
replacement for the
upcoming Test series
against Sri Lanka has
raised fresh questions
over Mohammed Shami's
future in India's Test
squad.

Bumrah was ruled out of
the two-match series due
to injury despite featuring
in the recent ODI series
against England. Instead
of recalling the experi-
enced Shami, the Ajit
Agarkar-led  selection
committee opted for EELY

Nabi, signalling a greater

emphasis on current form and fitness. Shami has not played a Test for India since
2023, while his last ODI appearance came against New Zealand in 2025. Although he
returned to domestic cricket after recovering from fitness issues, he has yet to earn a
place back in the national team.

Earlier, chief selector Ajit Agarkar had indicated that Shami was not yet fit enough for
the demands of Test cricket. However, the veteran pacer has produced impressive per-
formances in domestic competitions. In his last seven Ranji Trophy matches, he
bowled 1,383 deliveries, claimed 37 wickets at an average of 16.72, bowled 50 maid-
en overs and registered three five-wicket hauls, including career-best first-class fig-
ures of 8 for 90.Despite Shami's strong numbers, Nabi's exceptional domestic season
appears to have influenced the selectors.

The young fast bowler finished the Ranji Trophy campaign with 60 wickets at an out-
standing average of 12.56, making a strong case for his maiden Test call-up.Nabi's
selection indicates that the Indian team management is rewarding consistent domes-
tic performances and investing in emerging pace talent.For Shami, the path back into
the Test side has become increasingly challenging. He will likely need to maintain top
form in domestic tournaments, including the Duleep Trophy, while proving his full
fitness to compete with a new generation of fast bowlers.With younger pacers now
competing for regular places rather than reserve roles, India's pace attack appears to
be entering a period of transition, making future selection increasingly competitive.

Neeraj Chopra Set for Lausanne
Diamond League Challenge

Two-time Olympic medallist Neeraj Chopra will compete in the Lausanne Diamond
League on August 21, where he will face a world-class men's javelin field led by
Commonwealth Games champion and current world leader Rumesh Pathirage of Sri
Lanka.

The competition will feature five athletes who recently competed at the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, where Chopra claimed the silver medal with a
season-best throw of 85.83 metres. It was his second event after returning from a
lower-back injury that kept him out of action since September last year.

Apart from Pathirage, Chopra will compete against Olympic champion Arshad
Nadeem of Pakistan, reigning world champion Keshorn Walcott of Trinidad and
Tobago, former world champion Anderson Peters of Grenada, and former Olympic
champion Thomas Rohler of Germany.The strong field also includes Tokyo Olympics
silver medallist Jakub Vadlejch of the Czech Republic, Germany's Julian Weber,
Switzerland's Simon Wieland and American Curtis Thompson, currently ranked
world No. 2 this season.

Announcing the elite lineup, the organisers said the competition would feature the
stars who have won the last four Olympic and World Championship javelin titles,
promising a contest of exceptional quality. The Lausanne meet will be Chopra's third
event since his comeback. He began the season by finishing fourth at the Doha
Diamond League with a throw of 85.69 metres before improving to 85.83 metres to
secure silver at the Commonwealth Games.

Following his Glasgow performance, Chopra expressed satisfaction with his progress,
saying he was pleased with his season's best throw and believed his comeback was
moving in the right direction.Chopra won the Lausanne Diamond League title in 2022
with a throw of 89.08 metres and finished runner-up in 2024 with 89.49 metres.
Meanwhile, Pathirage enters the meet in outstanding form after winning
Commonwealth Games gold with a throw of 89.75 metres. The Sri Lankan also holds
the season's best mark of 92.62 metres, achieved in Rome in June, making him the
only javelin thrower to cross the 90-metre mark this year.

Five Names Emerge as Possible Successors
to FIFA President Gianni Infantino

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
has expressed gratitude to
assistant coach Ryan ten
Doeschate and fielding
coach T Dilip after decid-
ing not to extend their
contracts with the Indian
men's cricket team.

In a post on X, the BCCI
thanked both coaches for
their dedication and con-
tribution to Team India's
recent success.

"Thank you, Assistant
Coach Ryan ten
Doeschate and Fielding
Coach T Dilip, for your
invaluable contributions
to Team India. Your dedi-
cation, professionalism
and tireless efforts behind
the scenes have played a
big role in the team's
journey and success.
Wishing you both every
success in the next chap-
ter of your careers," the
board said.

Earlier, BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia clarified
that the departures were
purely due to the expiry

of their contracts and not
resignations.

Saikia said T Dilip's con-
tract had already been
extended by one year
after its original term
ended, while Ryan ten
Doeschate's contract
expired on June 10. Both
continued in their roles
until the conclusion of
India's tour of England on
July 19 before being offi-
cially relieved.

He added that the BCCI ;
is in the process of L
appointing replacements
and an announcement is
expected shortly.

Dilip first joined the
Indian team as fielding
coach in 2021 and earned
praise for significantly
improving the team's
fielding standards. He
also introduced the popu-
lar "Best Fielder of the
Match" medal ceremony
during the 2023 ODI
World Cup, a feature that
became widely appreciat-
ed by fans and players
alike.

Ryan ten Doeschate, the
former Netherlands cap-
tain, joined India's coach-
ing staff when Gautam
Gambhir became head
coach after Rahul Dravid
stepped down following
India's 2024 T20 World

=TI
Cup triumph.
During his tenure, India
won the 2025 Asia Cup
and successfully defended
the 2026 ICC Men's T20
World Cup title. owever,
the Test team struggled
during the same period,

suffering defeats in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
series in Australia and
home Test series against
New Zealand and South
Africa.Following his
departure from the nation-
al team, ten Does chate

has taken up the role of
Head of Cricket Strategy
with Kolkata Knight
Riders. The BCCI is
expected to name the new
assistant and fielding
coaches in the coming
days.

Gianni Infantino

FIFA President Gianni Infantino is facing
growing opposition ahead of the next
FIFA presidential election after the foot-
ball federations of Serbia, Sweden and
Wales withdrew their support following a
controversial proposal to sell a stake in
the FIFA World Cup to private investors.
The election for the 2027-2031 presiden-
tial term is scheduled to be held in
Morocco on March 18. Amid increasing
criticism of Infantino's leadership, five
prominent football administrators have
emerged as potential candidates to con-
test the post. Among them is CONCA-
CAF President Victor Montagliani, the
Canadian football administrator who is
reportedly considering entering the race.
Although  CONCACAF  opposed
Infantino's private equity proposal, it
stopped short of joining UEFA's stronger
protest.

UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin is
another possible contender. The
Slovenian official has been one of
Infantino's strongest critics and even boy-
cotted the FIFA World Cup final follow-
ing a series of disagreements between
UEFA and FIFA.

Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
President Salman Bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa
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has also emerged as a potential candidate.
A senior FIFA Council vice president
from Bahrain, he opposed expanding the
FIFA World Cup to 64 teams and criti-
cised FIFA's decision-making process
over the private investment proposal.
Another name being discussed is Paris
Saint-Germain President Nasser Al-
Khelaifi. According to reports, several
European football officials view the
Qatari sports executive as a strong chal-
lenger capable of leading world football.
The fifth potential candidate is
Norwegian Football Federation President
Lise Klaveness, one of the most influen-
tial women in global football. Klaveness
has been outspoken in opposing
Infantino's World Cup investment pro-
posal and has previously questioned
FIFA's governance on several issues. The
controversy surrounding the proposed
World Cup investment deal has intensi-
fied scrutiny of Infantino's leadership,
making the upcoming election one of the
most closely watched in FIFA's recent
history. With support from several
national federations weakening, the race
for the presidency is expected to become
increasingly competitive in the months
leading up to the vote.
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With just days left for its theatrical
release, Varun Tej's upcoming horror-
comedy Korean Kanakaraju is generat-
ing strong buzz, thanks to encouraging
reports from censor board and trade cir-
cles. Directed by Merlapaka Gandhi, the
film is set to hit theatres this Friday and
is expected to be one of the major
Telugu releases of the week.

The recently released theatrical trailer
has been well received by audiences,
creating excitement around the film. The
combination of horror and comedy,
along with Varun Tej's makeover, has
drawn attention from moviegoers and
industry observers alike.

According to reports emerging from
trade circles, Korean Kanakaraju has
impressed viewers who watched it ahead
of release. Merlapaka Gandhi's writing
and screenplay are said to deliver a
steady mix of humour, suspense and
entertainment throughout the film.

The director, known for his comedy
entertainers, is reportedly returning with
another engaging commercial entertain-
er.

One of the biggest highlights is said to
be Varun Tej's performance in two dis-
tinct roles. Industry insiders suggest that
the actor has undergone noticeable trans
formations for the characters, offering
audiences a fresh on-screen experience.
If the positive early feedback translates
into strong public response after release,
the film could emerge as one of Varun
Tej's successful outings in recent years.

Another major attraction is comedian
Satya, who has earned a reputation for
consistently delivering memorable per-
formances in recent Telugu films.
Reports indicate that his comic timing,
witty one-liners and scenes with Varun
Tej are among the film's strongest assets.
Their on-screen chemistry is expected to
provide several laugh-out-loud
moments, making the comedy portions a
key selling point.
The film has completed the censor for-
malities and received a U/A certificate.
It has an approved runtime of 2 hours
and 36 minutes, suggesting a full-length
commercial entertainer packed with hor-
ror, comedy and action elements.
Ritika Nayak plays the female lead
opposite Varun Tej, while the film is
jointly produced by Rajeev Reddy and
Sai Baba Jagarlamudi under the banners
of UV Creations and First Frame
Entertainments.
The music has been composed by
Thaman, whose songs and background
score are expected to add further appeal
to the film.
While the encouraging reports have sig-
nificantly raised expectations, the film's
ultimate success will depend on
audience reception after its theatrical
release. For now, Korean Kanakaraju
appears to have generated the
right momentum, with positive
pre-release buzz positioning it as one of
the most anticipated Telugu films arriv-
ing in cinemas this week.
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Positive Buzz Builds Ahead of Varun Tej's
'‘Korean I(anakaram' Release
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on the sequel has been

The film boasts a star-studded cast featuring

Actor Ranbir Kapoor has shared a major
update on Ramayana, director Nitesh
Tiwari's ambitious mythological epic,
revealing that Ramayana: Part Two is
already 50 percent complete. The announce-
ment has further heightened excitement sur-

Nani's

rounding one of the most anticipated Indian

film franchises in recent years.

Ranbir, who will portray Lord Ram in the
two-part epic, spoke about the project's
progress while promoting the film in the

United States. According to the actor, work

progressing simultane-
ously with the post-
production of the first
installment to ensure
that both films stay on
schedule.

He said the makers are
working efficiently to
meet the planned
release timeline, with
Ramayana: Part Two
currently on track for
its Diwali 2027 theatri-
cal release. The first
installment is sched-
uled to arrive in cine-
mas during Diwali
2026.

Speaking about the
scale of the project,
Ranbir said the
Ramayana has enough
content to be adapted
into a much longer
franchise. According to
him, the epic contains
material that could easily span ten films.
However, he noted that director Nitesh
Tiwari and the creative team carefully
selected the most significant portions of the
story while remaining faithful to the original
epic.

Sai Pallavi as Sita, Yash as Ravana, Sunny
Deol as Hanuman and Ravi Dubey as
Lakshman. The ensemble has generated
considerable interest among audiences, with
fans eager to see these actors portray some
of the most iconic characters from Indian
mythology.

The ambitious project is being produced by
Namit Malhotra under the banner of Prime
Focus Studios in association with Yash's
Monster Mind Creations. The collaboration
between the two production houses has
enabled the makers to mount the film on a
grand scale with cutting-edge visual effects
and world-class production values.

The recently released trailer for the first
installment has already created strong buzz
across social media and among cinema
enthusiasts. The visuals, especially those
designed for the IMAX format, have
received widespread appreciation for their
scale and technical quality, raising expecta-
tions ahead of the film's release.

With the first film set to release later this
year and the sequel already halfway through
production, the makers appear confident of
delivering the story as planned. Ranbir
Kapoor's latest update has reassured fans
that the massive production remains on
track, making Ramayana one of the biggest
cinematic events to look forward to over the
next two years.

"‘Bloody Romeo’ Likely

to Begin Shooting in October

Natural Star Nani is cur-
rently focused on The
Paradise, one of the most
ambitious projects of his
career. While work on the
film is progressing, reports
suggest that its production
schedule has been delayed,
leading to changes in the
timeline of his next film,
Bloody Romeo, which will
be directed by Sujeeth.
According to the latest
industry reports, the shoot-
ing of Bloody Romeo is
now expected to begin in
October. Nani is said to
have allocated dates for the
project from that month,
allowing the makers to
move ahead with principal
photography after adjust-
ments to the production

the actor remains commit-
ted to completing that proj-
ect, the revised schedule for
Bloody Romeo is expected
to ensure that both films
receive adequate attention
during production.
Although the makers are
yet to make an official
announcement regarding
the shooting dates, the lat-
est reports indicate that
preparations are progress-
ing steadily for an October
start. If everything goes
according to plan, the
London schedule will kick
off the film's production
before additional portions
are filmed in other loca-
tions.With Sujeeth at the
helm, a fresh storyline, an
intriguing lead character

schedule.

A significant portion of the
film is reportedly planned
to be shot in London,
where the production team
intends to film several
major sequences. The over-
seas schedule is expected to
play an important role in
shaping the film's visual

appeal and narrative.
Bloody Romeo has
generated considerable
interest since its announce-
ment, primarily because it
marks the first collabora-
tion between Nani and
director Sujeeth. The film-
maker is best known for
stylish action entertainers

and is expected to present
Nani in a completely new
avatar.

According to reports, Nani
will portray a gangster-
turned-chef, a role that is
expected to combine action,
drama and emotional depth.
The unusual character has
already sparked curiosity

among fans, who are eager
to see the actor take on
another unconventional
role.The project has also
witnessed a change in
production. Initially,

DVYV Entertainment

was expected to bankroll
the film. However, the proj-
ect later shifted to Niharika

Entertainment, headed
by producer Venkat
Boyanapalli, who will
now finance the ambitious
venture.Meanwhile, Nani
continues to oversee the
work on The Paradise, a
film that has been creating
strong expectations ever
since it was announced. As

and a new production ban-
ner backing the project,
Bloody Romeo has already
emerged as one of the most
anticipated upcoming
Telugu films. Fans are now
eagerly awaiting an official
confirmation on the shoot-
ing schedule and further
updates from the makers.

Aditi Shankar and
Arjun Das® 'Once

More' to Release
Worldwide

The makers of the upcoming
romantic drama Once More, star-
ring Arjun Das and Aditi
Shankar, have officially
announced that the film will
release in theatres worldwide on
August 28. The announcement
has generated excitement among
movie lovers, with fans eagerly
awaiting the fresh pairing of the
two actors.

Aditi Shankar, who made her act-
ing debut as the daughter of
acclaimed filmmaker Shankar,
has steadily built a place for her-
self in the Tamil film industry
with her performances. Once
More marks another important
project in her growing career and
is expected to showcase her in a
romantic role alongside Arjun
Das, who is known for his dis-
tinctive voice and impactful
screen presence.

The film is directed by Vignesh
Srikanth, while Yuvaraj Ganesan
is producing it under the Million
Dollar Studios banner.
Confirming the release date, the
production house shared a special
message on social media that
read: "This is the day of celebra-
tion. Where the wait ends and
love begins. We've found the
favorite date on our love calen-
dar. Once More is releasing
worldwide on August 28."

One of the biggest attractions of
the film is its music, composed
by Hesham Abdul Wahab, who is
making his Tamil cinema debut

with Once More. The composer
has earned widespread apprecia-
tion for his memorable sound-
tracks in films such as Hridayam
and Hi Nanna. The songs
released from Once More have
already received a positive
response from music lovers, rais-
ing expectations for the film's
complete album and background
score.

Apart from the lead pair, the film
also features model and actor
Sona Olickal in a pivotal role.
The supporting cast and technical
team are expected to play an
important role in bringing the
romantic drama to life.

The film's visuals have been han-
dled by cinematographer Aravind
Viswanathan, while Nash is in
charge of editing. Raj Kamal has
worked as the art director, con-
tributing to the film's visual
design and production aesthetics.
Harish Durairaj serves as the
executive producer, while Vijay
MP is the creative producer.
With an experienced technical
crew, an appealing lead cast and
music from Hesham Abdul
Wahab, Once More has emerged
as one of the notable Tamil
romantic films scheduled for
release this month. The official
release date announcement has
further increased anticipation, and
the film will now compete with
other major releases when it
arrives in cinemas across the
world on August 28.

The makers of #RAPO23, the
upcoming big-budget entertainer
starring Ram Pothineni, are cur-
rently filming some of the movie's
most important sequences in
Pondicherry. Mounted on a lavish
scale with a reported budget of
over ?100 crore, the film has
already generated significant buzz
among fans and the Telugu film
industry.

According to the latest reports, the
production team has begun an
extensive 15-day shooting sched-
ule in the scenic coastal town of
Pondicherry. Several key portions
of the film are being shot during
this schedule, with the makers aim-
ing to capture visually rich
sequences that match the film's
grand scale and high production
values.

One of the major highlights of the
ongoing schedule is a lavishly
mounted song featuring the lead
cast. The musical sequence is
being choreographed by renowned
dance  choreographer Brinda
Master, who is known for creating
memorable songs across multiple
Indian film industries. The makers
are reportedly focusing on deliver-
ing an eye-catching visual experi-
ence, with elaborate sets, colourful
locations and stylish choreography
expected to enhance the song's
appeal.

Apart from the musical portions,
the team is also filming a series of
high-intensity action scenes that
are expected to become one of the
film's biggest attractions. These
sequences are being designed by
acclaimed action choreographer

Vikram Mor, who has earned
recognition for his work in block-
buster films such as KGF: Chapter
1, Kantara, and Karuppu. Industry
sources suggest that the action
episodes are being planned on a
grand scale with a focus on real-
ism, technical excellence and pow-
erful visuals.

The makers are reportedly leaving
no stone unturned to ensure that
every frame reflects the ambitious
vision behind the project. With
large-scale production design,
carefully planned action blocks
and elaborate song sequences,
#RAPO23 is shaping up to be one
of the most expensive and techni-
cally advanced films in Ram
Pothineni's career.
Ever since the
announced,

project was
expectations have

remained high among fans, who
are eager to see the actor in a new
commercial entertainer. The film's
large budget, experienced technical
crew and ambitious execution have
further increased curiosity about
the project. Although the makers
have not yet revealed many details
about the storyline or the complete
cast, regular updates from the
shooting locations continue to keep
audiences engaged. The ongoing
Pondicherry schedule is considered
one of the most important phases
of production, with several crucial
scenes expected to be completed
over the next two weeks.

With Brinda Master handling the
choreography, Vikram Mor over-
seeing the action sequences and the
production progressing at a brisk
pace, #RAPO23 appears to be

‘RAP023’ Shoots Grand Sony
and Action Sequences

moving steadily toward comple-
tion. As filming continues, fans are
now eagerly waiting for the makers
to unveil the film's official title,
teaser and release date.The combi-
nation of grand visuals, high-ener-
gy action, melodious songs and a
substantial production budget has
positioned #RAPO23 as one of the
most anticipated Telugu films cur-
rently under production. If the
ongoing shoot lives up to expecta-
tions, the film could emerge as one
of the biggest cinematic spectacles
in Ram Pothineni's career.
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