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Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana Police Department has
initiated a restructuring exercise aimed at
strengthening its response to emerging
security and law-and-order challenges.
Director General of Police (DGP) CV
Anand said the changes were being intro-
duced to ensure personnel and resources
were deployed more effectively.
As part of the exercise, 513 personnel
from the Greyhounds, OCTOPUS and
Special Intelligence Bureau (SIB) wings
have been transferred to other depart-
ments. The personnel include five Circle
Inspectors (CIs), 22 Sub-Inspectors (SIs),
14 Assistant Sub-Inspectors (ASIs), 84
Head Constables and 388 Constables.
The Traffic Management and Road
Safety wing has received the largest allo-

cation, with 224 person-
nel being assigned to it.
The move is expected to
strengthen traffic regula-
tion and road-safety
measures by adding
experienced police per-
sonnel to the specialised
wing.
DGP CV Anand said the
transferred personnel
would not immediately
take up their permanent
assignments. Instead,
they would undergo a
two-month attachment
period in different
departments to gain
familiarity with their
new responsibilities and

operational requirements. Following the
attachment period, final postings will be
decided after assessing each employee's
educational qualifications, professional
experience and individual capabilities,
the DGP said.
The restructuring is intended to optimise
the deployment of police resources and
align personnel with areas requiring
greater manpower and specialised atten-
tion. Officials are expected to monitor the
performance and requirements of various
wings during the transition before finalis-
ing the assignments.
The exercise marks an effort by the
Telangana Police leadership to adapt its
organisational structure to changing
operational demands while making better
use of the experience and skills of its per-
sonnel.

Hyderabad, August
19 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka has urged
banks to adopt a proac-
tive approach towards
agricultural lending
and ensure that every
eligible farmer
receives credit on time.
Addressing the State
Level Bankers'
Committee meeting, he
said banks should
approach farmers
instead of waiting for
them to seek loans.
Bhatti stressed that the objective of agri-
cultural lending should extend beyond
disbursing credit and focus on increasing
farmers' incomes. He said banks had
extended Rs 52,337 crore in loans to the
agricultural sector up to June 2026 and
called for greater lending to dairy, fish-
eries, horticulture, oil palm and food-pro-
cessing activities.
The Deputy Chief Minister asked
bankers to study the reasons behind
declining incomes among farmers who
were unable to repay loans and develop
measures to address their difficulties. He
said strengthening allied agricultural sec-
tors could provide farmers with addition-
al and sustainable sources of income.
He also emphasised the importance of
timely credit for micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSMEs), stating that
sanctioning a loan alone was insufficient
unless the funds were released promptly.
Under the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust
for Micro and Small Enterprises
(CGTMSE), 16,265 proposals worth Rs

4,463 crore had reportedly been
approved. Bhatti said entrepreneurs
should not face excessive collateral
requirements while seeking institutional
credit.
He called for banking strategies based on
the "Cure, Pure and Rare" approach and
proposed a comprehensive banking
roadmap aligned with the Telangana
Rising 2047 vision. The long-term eco-
nomic targets include expanding
Telangana's economy to $1 trillion by
2034 and $3 trillion by 2047.
Bhatti also expressed concern over 1.913
million Jan Dhan accounts reportedly
having zero balances. He directed banks
to strengthen financial inclusion efforts
and make business correspondents more
active so banking services reach villages
effectively.
He said coordinated efforts by banks and
the government were essential to ensure
wider access to credit, strengthen rural
livelihoods and support Telangana's eco-
nomic growth.

New Delhi, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy attended the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting chaired by
AICC President Mallikarjun Kharge on
Tuesday. The meeting brought together
senior Congress leaders and chief minis-
ters from states governed by the party to
discuss key organisational and political
matters. Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and party
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra were
among the prominent leaders who partic-
ipated in the meeting. Their presence
underscored the importance of the dis-
cussions held by the party's highest deci-
sion-making body. Several senior CWC
members also took part in the meeting,
including K.C. Venugopal, P.
Chidambaram, Veerappa Moily, Ambika
Soni, Jairam Ramesh, Sachin Pilot,

Damodar Raja Narasimha, Digvijaya
Singh, N. Raghuveera Reddy and M.M.
Pallam Raju.
Chief ministers of Congress-ruled states
also attended the meeting and participat-
ed in deliberations on matters concerning
the party and governance. Revanth
Reddy's participation assumes signifi-
cance as Telangana remains an important
state for the Congress organisation. The
Chief Minister has been actively
involved in strengthening the party's
presence in the state while implementing
the government's key programmes. The
CWC meeting provided a platform for
senior leaders to exchange views on the
political situation, organisational priori-
ties and strategies for strengthening the
party at the grassroots level. The partici-
pation of leaders from different states
also highlighted the Congress leader-
ship's focus on coordination among its
state units.
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Hyderabad, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has directed officials
to take urgent steps to
resolve long-standing issues
concerning lands placed on
the prohibited list under
Section 22-A. He instructed
authorities to complete reg-
istrations within two days
for applicants who had
already booked registration
slots, as part of the govern-
ment's effort to provide a
lasting solution to disputes
surrounding prohibited prop-
erties.
The Chief Minister issued
the directions during a
review meeting attended by
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy and senior officials of
the Revenue Department. He
asked officials to scrutinise
land parcels included under
Section 22-A and ensure that
genuine property owners do
not face unnecessary hur-
dles. Revanth Reddy direct-
ed district Collectors to care-
fully examine applications

and verify the relevant
records before taking deci-
sions. He stressed that the
process should be completed
quickly while ensuring that
no mistakes occur during
scrutiny or registration.
The Chief Minister said pro-
tection of citizens' property
rights was a priority for the
state government. He
assured property owners that
authorities would take strict
measures to prevent legiti-
mate private properties from

being wrongly obstructed
from registration.
Revanth Reddy said the gov-
ernment would not permit
difficulties concerning even
a single inch of genuine pri-
vate land. He instructed offi-
cials to ensure transparency
and accuracy while examin-
ing applications related to
Section 22-A properties.
The Chief Minister also
appealed to citizens not to
depend on brokers or mid-
dlemen for resolving their

land-related issues. He cau-
tioned people against believ-
ing rumours or unverified
claims regarding the prohib-
ited land list and urged them
to approach the appropriate
government authorities
instead.
The review comes amid con-
tinuing concerns among
property owners over land
records and registration
restrictions imposed under
Section 22-A. The govern-
ment's latest directions are
aimed at speeding up the
verification process and
facilitating registrations
where applicants meet the
required legal and documen-
tation criteria.
Officials have been asked to
coordinate closely with dis-
trict administrations and
complete the scrutiny of
pending applications within
the stipulated timeframe.
The government maintained
that genuine property rights
would be protected while
necessary verification would
be carried out to prevent
irregular registrations.

Karimnagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar reviewed a series of
urban development proposals aimed at
transforming Karimnagar with the Rs
840 crore Urban Challenge Fund (UCF)
sanctioned by the Centre. He said the
projects should help develop the city into
a model urban centre. Bandi Sanjay held
discussions at the Karimnagar R&B
Guest House with Mayor Kolagani
Srinivas, Deputy Mayor Sunil Rao,
Municipal Commissioner Prafull Desai
and senior municipal engineering offi-
cials. He directed officials to submit the
UCF proposals to the Centre on a priori-
ty basis and complete the tender process
immediately after receiving technical
clearances. The proposals include con-
struction of more than 40 model roads
covering over 50 kilometres at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 630 crore. Plans have
also been prepared for three foot-over-
bridges at the District Court, Civil
Hospital and Geetha Bhavan, besides a
skywalk near the Karimnagar bus station.
Several major traffic junctions are pro-

posed to be redesigned and developed.
To address waterlogging during rains,
officials proposed an 80-kilometre storm-
water drainage network at a cost of Rs
130 crore. The plan is intended to
improve rainwater flow and reduce
inconvenience to residents.
Another Rs 80 crore proposal focuses on
solid waste management and finding a
permanent solution to the city's dumping-
yard problem. An integrated solid waste
management project, including a transfer
station and processing facility, is pro-
posed for collection, segregation, recy-
cling and scientific disposal of waste.
The plan also includes procurement of
130 electric vehicles for public use.
Bandi Sanjay discussed the proposals
with senior Central and State government
officials and urged speedy technical
approvals. He said the UCF projects
could significantly change Karimnagar's
urban landscape and instructed officials
to execute the works efficiently. Earlier,
he participated in the foundation-laying
ceremony for road, drainage and water
pipeline works at Pochammavada in
Kothirampur.

Bhatti Urges Banks
to Reach Farmers

Revanth Reddy
Attends CWC Meet

Telangana Police Begins
Major Restructuring

Envoy Reaffirms
Territorial Status

Srinagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

US Ambassador Sergio Gor described
Jammu and Kashmir as an important part
of India during his meeting with Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah in Srinagar on
Wednesday. The remarks came during
Gor's first visit to the Union Territory
since taking charge as the US envoy.
Gor's statement assumes significance
against the backdrop of continuing inter-
national attention on Jammu and
Kashmir and Pakistan's longstanding
claims over the region. His public
acknowledgement of Jammu and
Kashmir as part of India is consistent
with New Delhi's position on the territo-
ry. During his two-day visit, Gor is also
scheduled to travel to Ladakh. His meet-
ing with Omar Abdullah focused on
opportunities to strengthen ties between

Jammu and Kashmir and the United
States, according to the Chief Minister.
Omar Abdullah had earlier indicated that
he would not raise internal Jammu and
Kashmir issues with the US Ambassador.
He maintained that matters concerning
the Union Territory should be addressed
by New Delhi rather than Washington.
The US envoy also indicated that
Washington could reconsider its travel
advisory concerning Jammu and
Kashmir. The United States currently
maintains travel guidance for its citizens
regarding the region, citing security con-
cerns including terrorism and the possi-
bility of civil unrest.
The visit comes amid efforts to expand
engagement between Jammu and
Kashmir and international partners in
areas such as tourism, investment
and economic cooperation.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana Housing Board will begin
the lottery process for allotting homes
under the government's Indiramma
Homes Towers project from August 27,
Housing Board Vice-Chairman V.P.
Gowtham announced. The selection
process will be conducted over four days,
concluding on August 30.
The lottery will cover four Assembly
constituencies each day. Applications
were invited for 7,340 homes under a
pilot project covering 16 constituencies
within the Outer Ring Road (ORR) lim-
its. Officials are currently scrutinising
applications received through MeeSeva
centres, online platforms and WhatsApp
MeeSeva. The verification process
includes checking whether applicants are
permanent residents of Hyderabad and
whether they or their families already
own a residential flat or plot within the
ORR limits.
Applicant details will be published online
from Thursday evening on the Telangana
MeeSeva and Housing Board websites.
Applicants will be given an opportunity

to raise objections or seek corrections
until August 23.
After examining the objections, the
Housing Board will publish the final list
of eligible applicants on August 25.
Beneficiaries will subsequently be select-
ed through a lottery beginning August 27.
The draw will follow the prescribed
reservation system, including categories
for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
Backward Classes and persons with dis-
abilities. To ensure vacancies are filled if
selected applicants become ineligible or
withdraw, a waiting list covering 20 per
cent of applicants will also be prepared
for each reservation category.
The Housing Board has urged applicants
to verify their details once the provision-
al list is published and submit objections
within the stipulated deadline.
For further information or assistance
regarding the application and lottery
process, applicants can contact the
Housing Board helpline at 040-
24603572. Officials said the exercise is
intended to ensure a transparent and sys-
tematic selection of beneficiaries for the
government housing initiative.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Two men were arrested in Hyderabad
by Telangana and central agencies over
alleged links with the Shehzad Bhatti
Network (SBN), which investigators
suspect has connections to Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). The
arrests came ahead of Independence
Day following the monitoring of
alleged anti-national conversations on
social media.
According to officials familiar with the
investigation, the suspects were
detained from Medchal and
Yousufguda on August 14 and ques-
tioned about their alleged association
with the network. Their communica-
tions with suspected SBN operatives
reportedly came under scrutiny during
a wider investigation.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
recently stated that 253 people across
14 states had been arrested in cases
involving alleged conspiracies to carry
out terror attacks in India. Sources said
two of those cases involved individuals
allegedly connected to the SBN.
One suspect, identified as 22-year-old
Zaid Khan from Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh, had reportedly visited
Medchal in February and worked as a
waiter at a local restaurant. Investiga
tors alleged that he came into contact

with suspected ISI sympathisers Habib
and Rana Hussain through Instagram
reels. His online communications with
other suspected SBN members were
subsequently monitored, sources said.
Telangana's Counter Intelligence Cell
reportedly arrested him on May 23.
Another Rajasthan native, who was
working at a sweet shop in
Yousufguda, was allegedly found com-
municating with suspected ISI sympa-
thisers after Zaid's release and was
taken into custody again on August 12,
according to sources.
The Counter Intelligence Cell and cen-
tral agencies are continuing the investi-
gation in coordination with police in
other states. Investigators are examin-
ing the alleged methods used by
Pakistan-based handler Shehzad Bhatti
to recruit vulnerable or unemployed
youths through social media.
Sources alleged that recruits were ini-
tially offered small payments for activ-
ities such as reconnaissance and sur-
veillance before being drawn into
wider operations. The broader investi-
gation has reportedly resulted in more
than 80 FIRs and hundreds of arrests or
detentions across 14 states. Authorities
are continuing to verify the suspects'
communications, financial transactions
and possible links to other members of
the network.
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Makthal, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

State Minister Vakiti
Srihari has completed 25
years in public life, mark-
ing a political journey that
began in the rural land-
scape of Makthal and
eventually led him to the
Telangana Cabinet. 
His career has been shaped
by sustained engagement
with people and a focus on
issues affecting rural com-
munities.
Since entering politics,
Srihari has maintained
direct contact with resi-
dents by regularly visiting
villages and hamlets, lis-
tening to local concerns
and taking up issues with
the administrative machin-
ery. His accessibility and
continued interaction with
people beyond election
periods have become
defining features of his
political style.
Over the past two-and-a-
half decades, his journey
has included both political
challenges and achieve-
ments.
He has maintained that
electoral victories and
defeats are temporary, whi
le the confidence of the pe
ople remains the most
valuable asset for a public
representative. Supporting
party workers, addressing
grievances and pursuing
development initiatives
have remained important
aspects of his work.
Srihari's responsibilities
gradually expanded from
the constituency level to
state politics. As a public

representative, he raised
issues concerning
Makthal's infrastructure
and rural development
with the government and
subsequently entered the
Telangana Cabinet.
He currently handles port-
folios including Animal
Husbandry, Dairy
Development, Fisheries,
Sports and Youth Services.
His approach to youth
development places partic-
ular emphasis on expand-
ing sports infrastructure,
identifying talent in rural
areas and creating opportu-
nities for young people. He
views sports as a means of
promoting discipline, con-
fidence and leadership.
The Minister has also
focused on the livelihoods
of fisherfolk and livestock
rearers, with attention to
insurance, fish seed distri-
bution, fisheries develop-
ment, marketing facilities
and welfare programmes
for rural families depend-
ent on these sectors.His
25-year journey is marked
by changing political respo
nsibilities but a continued
association with the people
of Makthal. As he enters
another phase of public
service, expectations inclu
de stronger rural develop-
ment, greater opp ortuni-
ties for youth and contin-
ued support for margin-
alised communities.
Srihari's political journey
from Makthal to the Telan
gana Cabinet represents a
long period of public enga
gement, political persever-
ance and administrative
responsibility.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana government has initiated measures to expe-
dite the resolution of land-related cases involving properties
listed under Section 22-A of the Registration Act. Revenue,
Housing and Information & Public Relations Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy directed officials to examine
each case thoroughly instead of rejecting registration appli-
cations solely because a property appears on the prohibited
list.
While touring Khammam district on Wednesday, the
Minister reviewed the issue with Revenue Secretary Lokesh
Kumar, Stamps and Registration Commissioner Rajiv
Gandhi Hanumanthu and Collectors of Hyderabad, Ranga
Reddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri and Sangareddy districts.
Collectors subsequently held meetings with Sub-Registrars
and monitored cases at the field level.
During a teleconference, Ponguleti instructed officials to
examine why a property was included in the 22-A list, rele-
vant records, its present status, documents held by
claimants, previous registrations and government records
before taking a decision. Where registration cannot legally
proceed, applicants must be clearly informed of the reasons
and eligible advance registration fees refunded according to
rules.
The Minister said the government would protect public
land while ensuring justice for genuine claimants and urged
people not to be anxious about 22-A properties.
Several applicants said recent government action had
enabled them to complete registrations that had previously
been stalled. Rakesh of Pocharam said his 100-square-yard
plot, purchased in 2022, was cleared after officials
reviewed the records, allowing registration to be completed.
Narlapally Sub-Registrar Sunil said registrations involving
Survey No. 50 in Pocharam had earlier been halted after the
land was classified under the prohibited list. Clearance
from the Collector has now enabled registrations to resume.
Chakrapani, who purchased a 250-square-yard plot in
Kukatpally Addagutta Society, said his registration was
completed after the restrictions were removed. Officials
informed him that around 300 plots in the society had been
cleared.
In Moosapet, Rajendra Prasad said registration of Plot No.
804 at Rainbow Vistas was completed after the issue was
resolved within a week. Srinivas of Vaishnavi Estates also
said his property in Survey No. 108 was cleared following
government intervention.
The Balanagar Sub-Registrar's office further stated that 22-
A restrictions had been lifted from around 3,000 square
metres covering Survey Nos. 101/1, 101/2, 102, 108, 109,
112 and 81, allowing eligible registrations to proceed.
In Gundla Pochampally, another applicant said a long-pend-
ing registration was completed immediately after officials
issued clearance and directed the Sub-Registrar to process
the transaction.

Fast-Track Action
on 22-A Land Cases

Karimnagar, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

State Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar visited Somaram
village in Saidapur mandal as
part of the "Palle Palleku
Ponnam Anna - Palle Pallelo
Praja Palana" programme. He
interacted with villagers at the
Gram Panchayat and received
written representations con-
cerning both community and
individual issues.
The Minister spoke with offi-
cials concerned over the
grievances raised by residents
and directed them to take
immediate steps to address the
problems. He said the pro-
gramme was intended to bring
administration closer to the
people and enable the govern-
ment to directly assess
whether welfare and develop-
ment schemes were reaching
eligible beneficiaries.
Ponnam said 16 Indiramma
houses sanctioned for

Somaram during the first
phase had been completed. He
announced that additional
houses would be sanctioned in
the second phase.
He also informed residents
that applications for new
social security pensions would
be accepted until August 30.
Eligible widows, single
women, persons with disabili-
ties, handloom workers, toddy
tappers and people affected by
HIV and thalassemia were
urged to apply.
The Minister encouraged
farmers to consider oil palm
and other profitable alterna-
tive crops. He said villages
cultivating more than 200
acres of oil palm would be
considered for Rs 5 lakh in
development assistance.
Ponnam urged households to
construct soak pits under the
Jalasiri programme to
improve groundwater
recharge and conserve rainwa-
ter. He also encouraged resi-
dents to install rooftop solar

systems through the PM Surya
Ghar scheme, highlighting the
benefits of reduced power
expenses and environmental
protection.

The Minister announced plans
to tour 173 villages across the
constituency to review public
grievances and monitor imple-
mentation of government pro-

grammes. He appealed to resi-
dents to submit their concerns
and assured them of necessary
action in coordination with
officials.

Sarpanch Kandula Anitha
Anji, government officials,
public representatives and vil-
lagers participated in the pro-
gramme.

Ponnam Reviews Welfare Works

Khammam, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana government
has sanctioned Rs 17.72 crore
for the completion and devel-
opment of the Khanapuram
Integrated Fruit Market Yard
in Khanapuram Haveli, locat-
ed in the heart of Khammam
city. The funding follows the
special initiative of
Agriculture, Marketing,
Cooperation, and Handlooms
and Textiles Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao to

revive the stalled project and
provide fruit traders with a
permanent marketplace.
The market yard was original-
ly planned to offer dedicated
facilities for fruit vendors, but
construction remained incom-
plete, forcing traders to sell
their produce along roadsides.
Vendors and customers have
faced difficulties caused by
traffic, rain, heat and inade-
quate sanitation. The newly
sanctioned funds are expected
to address these long-standing
problems.

The government has granted
administrative approval for Rs
1,772 lakh for 2026-27 to
undertake 31 development
works at the market yard. The
plan includes two shopping
complex blocks, each costing
Rs 1.02 crore, while commer-
cial and trader shop blocks
will receive Rs 1.53 crore
each.
An allocation of Rs 99 lakh
has been made to convert
existing small arch-roof sheds
into trader shops, while Rs
2.22 crore will be spent on a

new covered shed. Other facil-
ities include a 60-metric-tonne
electronic weighbridge cost-
ing Rs 26 lakh, a farmers' rest
house at Rs 64 lakh, a toilet
block at Rs 57 lakh and a
90,000-litre overhead service
reservoir at Rs 58 lakh.
For improved security, Rs 86
lakh has been sanctioned for a
compound wall. Another Rs
3.11 crore will be spent on CC
flooring and internal road
development, facilitating
smoother movement of vehi-
cles and transportation of

fruit. Rs 2.49 crore has also
been allocated for trader shops
within the existing large arch-
roof sheds.The project
includes tower lights and
comprehensive electrification
of the market yard. Separate
electrical works will cover
shopping complexes, com-
mercial and trading blocks,
small sheds, covered sheds
and shops in large sheds.
Once completed, the market
yard is expected to provide
fruit traders with dedicated
shops, covered spaces, roads,

electricity, drinking water,
sanitation facilities, rest areas
and weighing infrastructure.
Fruit vendors welcomed the
government's decision and
thanked Minister Tummala for
taking up the stalled project.
They said the completed facil-
ity would provide relief from
years of roadside trading.
Minister Tummala directed
officials to expedite construc-
tion and ensure that the mar-
ket yard is completed and
brought into operation at the
earliest.

Rs 17.72 Crore Sanctioned for Fruit Market

Vakiti Srihari Marks 25
Years in Public Life

Karimnagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

State Transport and BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar visited Duddenapalli vil-
lage in Saidapur mandal under the "Palle
Palleku Ponnam Anna - Palle Pallelo Praja
Palana" programme and inaugurated a newly
constructed Palle Davakhana (Village Clinic)
built at a cost of Rs 20 lakh.
At the Rythu Vedika, the Minister interacted
with villagers, farmers and women's groups,
received written representations and issued
instructions to officials to address grievances
promptly. He said resolving public problems
and ensuring welfare benefits reach every eligi-
ble household were the government's priorities.
Ponnam highlighted several development ini-
tiatives in Duddenapalli. Thirty-two Indiramma
houses were sanctioned, with 29 completed,
while Saidapur mandal received 486 houses in
the first phase. The government aims to make
the constituency hut-free by prioritising the
poorest families.
The village received Rs 3.56 crore under Rythu
Bharosa for 982 farmers and Rs 2.49 crore
towards farm-loan waivers for 285 farmers.
Two families received Rs 10 lakh under Rythu

Bima, while 95 farmers received Rs 38 lakh as
a bonus for fine-quality paddy. Further, 136
new ration cards were distributed, 24 Bhu-
Bharathi cases were resolved and Kalyana
Lakshmi assistance was provided to 29 benefi-
ciaries.The Minister said applications for social

security pensions would be accepted until
August 31 for eligible widows, single women,
persons with disabilities, toddy tappers, hand-
loom workers and those requiring support for
specified medical conditions.
He said obstacles to the Gouravelli project had

been cleared and canal land acquisition was
progressing. The file concerning water supply
from the Lower Manair Dam has been sent to
the Chief Minister for approval, he added.
In view of rainfall shortages, Ponnam urged
farmers to adopt less water-intensive crops and
conserve water through recharge structures and
rainwater harvesting under Jalasiri. He also
promoted oil palm cultivation, announcing Rs 5
lakh for Gram Panchayats achieving 200 acres
of oil palm cultivation.
For rural infrastructure, Rs 3.56 crore was
sanctioned for the Duddenapalli-Mogilipalli
bridge. A new Gram Panchayat building, gym
and Village Samakhya buildings were also
taken up.The Minister stressed road safety, san-
itation and prevention of seasonal diseases. He
encouraged residents to use the PM Surya Ghar
scheme for rooftop solar installations and
directed officials to inform villagers before
planned power shutdowns.
Ponnam said he would visit 173 villages in the
Husnabad constituency to directly hear and
address public grievances. Additional Collector
Ashwini Tanaji Wakade, the Sarpanch, offi-
cials, public representatives, farmers and
women's groups participated.

Ponnam Takes Governance to the Grassroots

Makthal, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

State Panchayat Raj Minister
Dhanasari Seethakka will visit
Makthal constituency on
Thursday as the chief guest
for the inauguration and foun-
dation-laying ceremonies of
several development projects.
State Minister and Makthal
MLA Vakiti Srihari will
accompany her during the
programme.
The visit comes as develop-
ment activity gathers pace
across the constituency, with
major investments planned for
roads, bridges, culverts and
other rural infrastructure.
Minister Vakiti Srihari has
been pursuing funds for long-

pending works with the objec-
tive of improving connectivity
and basic facilities across all
mandals.
Under the leadership of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
the state government's devel-
opment and welfare initiatives
are being implemented on a
large scale in Makthal,
according to officials and
local representatives. Srihari
has been coordinating with
various departments and cabi-
net colleagues to secure proj-
ect approvals and funding.
The Panchayat Raj
Department has recently sanc-
tioned Rs 173 crore for con-
struction and improvement of
roads, culverts and bridges in
the constituency. The alloca-

tions include Rs 16.50 crore
for Makthal mandal, Rs 7
crore for Krishna, Rs 14.90
crore for Narva, Rs 5.30 crore
for Utkoor, Rs 12.50 crore for
Atmakur and Rs 5.20 crore for
Amarachinta mandals.
The sanctioned funds will be
utilised to strengthen rural
road networks and construct
small bridges and culverts
across streams and canals.
The projects are expected to
improve transportation, par-
ticularly for residents of vil-
lages that face connectivity
difficulties during the rainy
season.
In addition, more than Rs 100
crore is being invested in
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) roads through the

Roads and Buildings
Department. The works are
expected to provide better
connectivity between rural
areas and major routes.
Development works costing
Rs 3.20 crore have already
been completed and will be
formally inaugurated by
Ministers Seethakka and
Srihari. Foundation stones
will also be laid for other
sanctioned projects, with offi-
cials directed to expedite con-
struction.
Minister Srihari has empha-
sised that development should
reach every village rather than
remain concentrated in select-
ed areas. He has been review-
ing the progress of works and
coordinating with officials to

ensure timely implementa-
tion.
The upcoming visit is expect-
ed to provide further momen-
tum to infrastructure develop-
ment in Makthal. Residents
and local representatives have

expressed optimism that the
ongoing and proposed proj-
ects will significantly improve
connectivity and contribute to
the constituency's overall eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment.

Rs 173 Crore Road Works Set to Transform Makthal

Karimnagar, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

State Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar inaugurated a
newly constructed Palle
Davakhana (Village Clinic) at
Eklaspur village in Saidapur
mandal of Husnabad con-
stituency on Wednesday. The
facility, built at a cost of Rs 20
lakh, was opened as part of the
"Palle Palleku Ponnam Anna -
Palle Pallelo Praja Palana"
programme aimed at taking
governance closer to rural
communities.
Later, during a Praja Palana
programme held near the
Gram Panchayat building, the
Minister interacted with vil-

lagers and farmers and
received representations on
various local issues. He con-
sulted officials concerned
over the phone and instructed
them to take immediate steps
to address the grievances.
Ponnam said 269 households
in Eklaspur were benefiting
from the 200-unit free elec-
tricity scheme, while 356 fam-
ilies were receiving a Rs 500
LPG subsidy. Self-help
groups had received Rs 12.56
lakh in assistance, with anoth-
er Rs 4.77 crore sanctioned to
44 groups through bank link-
age.
Under Rythu Bharosa, Rs 5.50
crore was provided to 1,202
farmers. Five farmers
received Rs 25 lakh through

Rythu Bima, while farm loans
worth Rs 4.65 crore were
waived for 591 farmers. New
ration cards were distributed
to 99 residents, and 296 peo-
ple were currently receiving
social security pensions.
The Minister said eligible
widows, single women, per-
sons with disabilities, toddy
tappers, handloom workers
and those affected by HIV or
thalassemia could apply for
pensions until August 31.
He said 16 Indiramma houses
sanctioned during the first
phase had been completed.
Beneficiaries of sanctioned
houses in the second phase
were handed over official pro-
ceedings and urged to com-
plete construction quickly.

Ponnam encouraged farmers
to adopt oil palm cultivation
and advised households to
construct soak pits and
borewell recharge structures
under Jalasiri to conserve
water and improve groundwa-

ter levels.He also appealed to
residents to support the goal
of making Husnabad con-
stituency plastic-free by using
government-provided steel
banks and reducing plastic
c o n s u m p t i o n . S a r p a n c h

Mekala Bhagy alak shmi
Kranthi Kumar, Market
Committee Chairman Dontha
Sudhakar, officials, public
representatives, farmers and
villagers participated in the
programme.

Ponnam Opens Village Clinic, Reviews Welfare
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Former Minister and BRS
Legislature Party Deputy
Leader Sabitha Indra
Reddy met victims affect-
ed by the Section 22-A
land classification issue at
Telangana Bhavan and
assured them of the party's
support in seeking a reso-
lution.
She said affected property
owners from various parts
of Hyderabad were
approaching the BRS with
complaints about restric-
tions placed on their lands.
Sabitha alleged that there
appeared to be a hidden
agenda behind the inclu-
sion of properties in the
22-A prohibited list and
demanded that the govern-
ment establish how and

why genuine properties
were classified.
The former Minister ques-
tioned the government's
explanation that several
properties were included
in the list due to mistakes.
She asked how houses and
plots that had remained
undisputed for decades
could suddenly face
restrictions.
Sabitha also alleged that
some landowners were
being forced to face diffi-

culties in completing reg-
istrations and claimed that
properties were being
removed from the prohib-
ited list only after unoffi-
cial payments. She
demanded a thorough
investigation into such
allegations. Referring to
instances of assigned land
agreements in
Maheshwaram constituen-
cy, she questioned whether
the government had prop-
erly examined the records

before imposing restric-
tions.
She also sought clarifica-
tion on whether the Chief
Minister was aware of the
decisions that resulted in
large numbers of proper-
ties being placed under
Section 22-A. Sabitha crit-
icised the government for
allegedly shifting respon-
sibility to officials and said
accountability should
extend to those responsible
for the decisions. She fur-
ther questioned the timing
of the Chief Minister's for-
eign visit after assurances
that the issue would be
resolved quickly.
She assured the affected
families that the BRS,
under KCR's leadership,
would continue fighting
for their rights and demand
justice.

Hyderabad, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Former Minister Harish
Rao met licensed sur-
veyors at Telangana
Bhavan and expressed
support for their
demands, strongly criti-
cising the state govern-
ment's handling of their
ongoing grievances.
Harish Rao alleged that
IAS officer Lokesh
Kumar made irresponsi-
ble remarks about sur-
veyors despite many of
them holding advanced
qualifications in civil
engineering, including
B.Tech and M.Tech
degrees. He also accused
Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy of
behaving aggressively
toward surveyors who
approached the govern-
ment seeking resolution
of their problems.
The BRS leader said
around 6,000 licensed
surveyors and their fami-
lies were affected by the
issues. He alleged that
surveyors who recently
protested were detained
by police and treated
improperly. He urged the
government to immedi-
ately invite their repre-
sentatives for talks and
resolve their concerns
before the situation esca-

lates. Harish Rao high-
lighted the financial dif-
ficulties faced by sur-
veyors, claiming they
receive no minimum
wage, travel allowance,
daily allowance or health
insurance. He said sur-
veyors often spend
money from their own
pockets for fuel and
other expenses while
receiving inadequate
payment for field work.
He expressed concern
over reports of two
licensed surveyors dying
by suicide, allegedly
after facing severe finan-
cial pressures. Harish
Rao demanded that the
government take respon-
sibility for improving
their working conditions.
He also criticised the
Chief Minister's Office
for its alleged response
to representatives seek-

ing government inter-
vention and questioned
whether administrative
decisions were being
influenced by personal
egos rather than public
concerns.
On employment claims,
Harish Rao accused the
Congress government of
exaggerating the number
of jobs provided and
alleged that licences
issued to surveyors were
being counted as
employment.
He assured the surveyors
that the BRS would raise
their concerns during the
Assembly sessions and
support their democratic
protests across
Telangana. He urged
them not to lose hope
and said the party would
continue to stand with
them until their demands
were addressed.

Karimnagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar extended the BJP's
full support to the proposed agitation by
employee and teacher unions over pend-
ing demands. Speaking to the media at
the Karimnagar R&B Guest House, he
urged employees to continue their strug-
gle until their issues were resolved and
assured them that BJP cadres would
stand with them.
Bandi Sanjay said the Employees'
Unions Joint Action Committee (JAC)
had announced an action plan beginning
August 27. He called on employees to
form a strong JAC and cautioned against
including leaders who might compro-
mise with the government and withdraw
the agitation prematurely.
He alleged that employees, teachers and
pensioners had been facing serious prob-
lems, including non-implementation of
the Pay Revision Commission (PRC),
pending Dearness Allowance install-
ments, non-functional health cards and
unpaid dues estimated at nearly Rs 2,000
crore. He also referred to unresolved
issues concerning GO 317, unified serv-
ice rules for teachers and the demand to
replace the Contributory Pension
Scheme with the old pension system.

The Union Minister criticised both the
Congress and BRS, alleging that employ-
ees had been repeatedly misled by prom-
ises that their retirement benefits would
be cleared on time. He said the BJP
would continue supporting employee
movements and recalled its protests over
GO 317.

Bandi Sanjay also announced that BJP
State President N. Ramchandra Rao
would lead a major protest in
Karimnagar involving thousands of par-
ticipants.
He separately raised concerns over the
Karimnagar Dairy, alleging that attempts
were being made to alienate its assets. He

urged Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
to intervene and protect the institution,
which, he said, benefits lakhs of farmers.
He warned that damaging the dairy for
political or personal reasons would cause
injustice to farmers and demanded that
the government ensure its interests were
protected.

Bandi Backs Employee Agitation
HYDERABAD, THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 202603 www.truepointnews.com

POLITICS

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

BJP Telangana State President N.
Ramchander Rao demanded the imme-
diate resolution of the stipend-related
grievances of AYUSH medical students
and house surgeons. He visited the relay
hunger strike at the Dr. B.R.K.R.
Government Ayurveda College and
Hospital in Erragadda, where Ayurveda,
Unani and Homeopathy PG students
and house surgeons have been protest-
ing for 16 days. Rao expressed solidari-
ty with the students and criticised the
Congress government for allegedly dis-
criminating against AYUSH medical
professionals who, he said, work along-
side Allopathy doctors in public health-
care. He demanded that their stipends be
brought on par with those of Allopathy
students and that all pending arrears be
released.
He recalled that a 2006 government
order in the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh
provided for equal treatment of AYUSH
and Allopathy medical students.
However, he said the stipend parity was
discontinued in Telangana after 2016.
Rao referred to court rulings directing

parity in stipends for AYUSH PG stu-
dents, house surgeons and interns. He
highlighted the disparity between
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, stating
that AYUSH PG students in Andhra
Pradesh receive Rs 60,000 per month
and house surgeons Rs 25,000, while
Telangana pays Rs 30,000 and Rs
13,000 respectively. The BJP leader
urged the Telangana government to fol-
low the Supreme Court's directions and
adopt the stipend structure prevailing in
Andhra Pradesh. He questioned why the
state had not implemented similar meas-
ures despite the issue being raised previ-
ously by political leaders.
Rao also noted the Centre's efforts to
promote AYUSH education and health-
care through the Ministry of AYUSH.
He criticised the government for
remaining indifferent while students
continued their protest.
He warned that the BJP would intensify
its agitation if the government failed to
increase stipends to parity with
Allopathy doctors and clear the pending
arrears. He said the grievances of med-
ical students serving the public must be
addressed without further delay.

BJP Backs AYUSH
Students' Protest

Envoy Reaffirms 
Territorial Status
Continue
Officials are expected to closely monitor the dis-
cussions arising from Gor's visit, particularly his
interactions with the administration and other
stakeholders. The Ambassador's remarks in
Srinagar are likely to attract attention in diplo-
matic circles because of their direct reference to
Jammu and Kashmir's status. His scheduled visit
to Ladakh will further add significance to the
tour, which provides an opportunity for the US
side to gain a broader understanding of develop-
ments in the region. The visit is also being viewed
as part of wider diplomatic engagement between
India and the United States, with Jammu and
Kashmir remaining an important issue in region-
al discussions.

Harish Rao Backs
Licensed Surveyors

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Former Minister and BRS Deputy Floor
Leader Talasani Srinivas Yadav criti-
cised the Congress government over the
detention of opposition leaders and
alleged that house arrests were being
used to conceal administrative failures.
On Wednesday, Talasani Srinivas Yadav
and former Minister Harish Rao had
planned to visit the TIMS Hospital in
Sanathnagar. In connection with the
proposed visit, police detained Talasani
Srinivas Yadav at his residence in
Jubilee Hills. Several other BRS leaders
were also reportedly taken into custody.
Talasani questioned the need for pre-
venting elected representatives and
opposition leaders from visiting a public
hospital. He asked why the government
was apprehensive about their inspection
of the facility and alleged that the
restrictions reflected a lack of confi-
dence in its own claims regarding the
hospital. The former Minister accused
the Congress government of adopting a
dual approach by presenting itself as a
people-oriented administration while
allegedly using police action, cases and

coercive measures against opposition
leaders.
He also criticised Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy over remarks he
allegedly made during the inauguration
of the hospital. Talasani claimed that the
Chief Minister used inappropriate lan-
guage in the presence of doctors and
nursing students during what was offi-
cially a public programme.
He alleged that the government was
attempting to weaken the opposition
through detentions and restrictions
instead of addressing public concerns.
Talasani said people were closely
observing the actions of the ruling gov-
ernment. He warned that continued sup-
pression of opposition voices would
have political consequences and assert-
ed that the BRS would continue raising
issues concerning public welfare and
government accountability.
The BRS leader maintained that peace-
ful inspection and questioning of public
facilities were part of the democratic
responsibilities of the opposition and
demanded that the government stop
using police measures to prevent such
activities.

Thalasani Slams BRS
Leaders' Detentions

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Former Minister and BRS Deputy Floor
Leader Harish Rao met scores of people
affected by the Section 22A prohibited
lands issue at Telangana Bhavan, where
residents from different parts of
Telangana gathered to present their
grievances.
The affected property owners alleged
that privately owned plots and houses
had been placed on the 22A prohibited
list or restricted under Urban Land
Ceiling (ULC) provisions, leaving them
unable to register or sell their properties.
Several said they had invested their sav-
ings and taken bank loans to purchase
the properties, only to face restrictions
when attempting transactions.
Mohan Reddy, one of the affected resi-
dents, said his registration was stopped
after he had booked a slot and paid
stamp duty, as officials informed him
that the property had been included in
the prohibited list.
Another resident, Rajesh, said he pur-
chased a house in 2017 with a bank loan
but was unable to sell it after being
informed that the property had been cat-
egorised under Section 22A. He said his
application seeking clarification had
remained pending.

Devender Rao, secretary of HMT
Housing Colony Society, alleged that
hundreds of houses constructed after
obtaining layout permissions were now
facing restrictions following the inclu-
sion of a survey number in the 22A list.
Residents from BN Nagar, Uppal and
Ameenpur also narrated similar difficul-
ties, claiming that registrations had been
halted despite earlier transactions being
permitted.
Harish Rao and senior BRS leaders,
including former Minister Sabitha Indra
Reddy, listened to the complaints and
assured the affected families of party
support. Harish Rao criticised the gov-
ernment over what he described as arbi-
trary decisions affecting ordinary prop-
erty owners.
The BRS leader alleged that the restric-
tions had caused severe financial and
emotional distress to thousands of fami-
lies. He said the party would raise the
issue both inside and outside the
Assembly and continue its efforts until
the grievances of genuine property own-
ers were addressed.
The affected residents urged the govern-
ment to review the disputed listings,
restore legitimate registration rights and
provide a transparent mechanism for
resolving pending cases.

Harish Rao Backs
22A Land Victims

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The BRS has announced the establish-
ment of a legal cell at Telangana
Bhavan to assist people affected by
restrictions imposed under Section
22A. Former Minister and BRS Deputy
Floor Leader T. Harish Rao said a team
of 10 lawyers would provide free legal
assistance to affected property owners.
Harish Rao made the announcement
during a meeting with 22A victims who
arrived from different parts of
Telangana. Senior BRS leaders, includ-
ing former Minister Sabitha Indra
Reddy and MLAs Kaleru Venkatesh,
Mutha Gopal and Devireddy Sudheer
Reddy, attended the meeting.
Harish Rao assured affected families
that the BRS would support them under
the leadership of party chief K.
Chandrashekar Rao. He advised prop-
erty owners not to panic, pay alleged
commissions or sell their properties at
reduced prices because of registration
restrictions.
The former Minister alleged that sever-
al privately owned properties, includ-
ing homes in approved layouts, had
been placed under the prohibited cate-
gory. He claimed that the restrictions

had caused serious financial difficulties
for thousands of families and demand-
ed an immediate review of the affected
properties.
Harish Rao also raised questions over
reports concerning lands in Yadadri and
other areas being included in the 22A
list. He criticised the government for
allegedly shifting responsibility to offi-
cials and demanded a comprehensive
investigation into the issue.
The BRS leader questioned why the
Chief Minister had not ordered a CID
or Vigilance inquiry into what he
described as a major controversy
affecting landowners. He also demand-
ed the removal of Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy from the
Cabinet if the government was not
responsible for the alleged irregulari-
ties. He said BRS legislators would
approach officials and District
Collectors to assist victims. Harish Rao
warned that if the government failed to
resolve the issue promptly, the party
would support a larger agitation by
affected landowners.
The BRS demanded that genuine prop-
erties be removed from the prohibited
list and that responsibility be fixed for
any irregularities.

BRS Opens Legal Cell
on 22A Land Issue

Sabitha Reddy Backs
22-A Land Victims

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Police placed former Minister V. Srinivas
Goud under house arrest at his residence
in Narsingi on Tuesday as BRS leaders
prepared to visit the TIMS Hospital in
Sanathnagar. Police personnel were
deployed at his residence to prevent him
from joining the proposed visit.
Reacting to the action, Srinivas Goud
said placing opposition leaders under
house arrest was an inappropriate way to
prevent them from raising issues con-
cerning the public. He asserted that the
BRS would continue its efforts to high-
light people's grievances and question
the government on matters affecting citi-
zens.
Several other senior BRS leaders, includ-
ing former Ministers Harish Rao,

Talasani Srinivas Yadav and Sabitha
Indra Reddy, along with former IPS offi-

cer and party leader R.S. Praveen Kumar,
was also reportedly placed under house

arrest.
The leaders criticised the police action
and maintained that they intended to
inspect the TIMS facility and understand
the situation on the ground. They said
preventing their visit would not stop
them from seeking answers regarding the
hospital's infrastructure and functioning.
The BRS leaders stated that they would
visit the hospital sooner or later and
bring the actual situation before the pub-
lic. They also questioned the need for
restrictions when their objective was to
examine a public healthcare facility and
raise concerns on behalf of citizens.
The developments have intensified the
political confrontation between the rul-
ing Congress and the opposition BRS
over the functioning and preparedness of
TIMS hospitals in Telangana.

BRS Leaders Placed Under House Arrest
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Kukatpally, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

A special exhibition sale by
RSB Factory Outlet has
opened in Nizampet, offer-
ing a wide range of clothing
and household products at
factory-direct wholesale
prices. Popular television
presenter Rashmi Gautam
inaugurated the sale on
Wednesday at Saptapadi
Gardens near D-Mart on
Nizampet Road.
The special sale will contin-
ue until August 24 and fea-
tures collections for men,
women and children. The
women's range includes silk
sarees, ethnic dress materi-
als, daily wear and party
wear. Men can choose from
formal, casual and tradition-
al clothing, while a variety
of children's apparel is also
available.
The exhibition additionally
offers household essentials
and furnishings, including
bedsheets, curtains and bath
towels, giving families an

opportunity to shop for mul-
tiple requirements under one
roof.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Rashmi Gautam said
the outlet provides cus-
tomers with quality apparel
and home-use products at
prices closer to factory
rates. She noted that the col-
lection caters to different
age groups and occasions,
making it suitable for fami-
lies seeking both traditional
and contemporary choices.
She encouraged residents of
Nizampet, Kukatpally, Bach
upally, Miyapur, Pragathi
Nagar and neighbouring
areas to visit the exhibition
and benefit from the special
sale.
The RSB management team
and other representatives
were present at the inaugu-
ration. Organisers expressed
confidence that the exhibi-
tion would attract shoppers
looking for a broad selection
of fashion and household
products at competitive
prices.

Factory Outlet Sale Draws Shoppers

Karimnagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar hailed the contribution of photo
and video journalists on World Photography
Day, describing them as witnesses who preserve
history through images. He felicitated photo and
video journalists at a programme held at the
R&B Guest House in Karimnagar.
Speaking on the occasion, Bandi Sanjay said
photographs and videos capture not only
moments but also the stories and emotions sur-
rounding them. He noted that visual journalism
plays a crucial role in a democracy by bringing
public grievances and the impact of government
decisions before citizens.He said a photograph
could question authorities, document public
issues and also highlight positive developments.
However, he stressed that journalists carrying
cameras have a greater responsibility to ensure
accuracy, protect the dignity of vulnerable peo-

ple and present facts without distortion.Bandi
Sanjay cautioned photo and video journalists
about the growing risks of misinformation and
artificial intelligence-based manipulation. He
urged them to prioritise truth over the pursuit of
viral content, particularly in the age of social
media, where images can reach audiences
worldwide within minutes.He expressed con-
cern over the financial difficulties faced by pho-
tographers and videographers, alleging that
many struggle with inadequate salaries, lack of
job security, housing problems and insufficient
healthcare facilities. He said health cards avail-
able to some journalists were often ineffective
when serious medical treatment was required.
Bandi Sanjay urged the government to provide
minimum wages, job security, housing plots and
financial assistance to media professionals. He
assured photo and video journalists that the BJP
would address their concerns if it formed the
government in Telangana.

He promised that eligible journalists, photogra-
phers and videographers would be considered
for housing plots and houses, while health cards

would enable them to access treatment at corpo-
rate hospitals. He also pledged measures to
improve minimum wages and living standards.

Bandi Sanjay Hails Photo Journalists

Kukatpally, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Senior BRS leaders Varala
Vinod Kumar and Rajkumar
Mudiraj conducted a grass-
roots outreach programme in
Suraram Colony, Krushi
Colony and Pushpagiri Basti
of Saibaba Nagar Division
(Division 292), directly meet-
ing residents and listening to

their concerns.
The padayatra was organised
at the direction of MLA KP
Vivekananda to identify local
problems without requiring
residents to visit leaders'
offices. During the walkathon,
the leaders visited several
households and gathered com-
plaints related to damaged
roads, drainage, drinking
water supply, streetlights and

sanitation.They recorded the
issues raise d by residents and
assured them that efforts
would be made to address the
problems. The leaders said
resolving public grievances
would remain their priority
and stressed the need to
undertake infrastructure
works according to the
requirements of local commu-
nities.They also maintained

that future development activ-
ities in the division should
focus on improving basic
amenities and ensuring better
living conditions for resi-
dents.Kishore Mudiraj, Purna
chander Reddy, Bairish Goud,
Sitaram, Rahman, Srinivasa
Rao, Baga Reddy, Bhaskar,
Kiran and several other local
leaders and activists partici-
pated in the programme.

BRS Leaders Take Public Issues to Doorsteps

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Attapur police on Wednesday returned 25
recovered mobile phones, collectively valued at
around Rs 2 lakh, to their rightful owners after
successfully tracing the devices through the
Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR)
system.
Inspector A. Seethaiah called the complainants
to the police station and handed over their
phones after completing the necessary verifica-
tion. The owners expressed relief and thanked
the Attapur police team for its prompt efforts in
recovering their lost or stolen devices.
Speaking on the occasion, Inspector Seethaiah
urged the public to act quickly whenever a
mobile phone is lost or stolen. He advised peo-
ple to report the incident at the nearest police
station and use the CEIR portal to block the

device.
He explained that registering a complaint and
blocking the phone's International Mobile
Equipment Identity (IMEI) number can help
prevent the device from being misused. The
information submitted through the CEIR sys-
tem can also assist law-enforcement agencies in
tracing phones and recovering them.
Police appealed to mobile phone users to keep
their device details, particularly the IMEI num-
ber, safely recorded for use in case of loss or
theft. They also encouraged citizens to report
such incidents without delay rather than attem
pting to recover the devices themselves.
The recovery and return of the 25 phones dem
onstrates the role of technology-enabled polic-
ing in helping citizens retrieve lost property.
Police officials said continued public coopera-
tion and timely reporting can improve the

chances of recovering missing mobile devices.
The owners who received their phones apprecia

ted the police initiative and expressed gratitude
for the successful recovery of their property.

Attapur Police Return 25 Recovered Phones

Kukatpally, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

A 33-year-old construction
worker died in a tragic accident
at an under-construction multi-
storey building in Padmanagar
Phase-2, under the jurisdiction of
Petbasheerabad police station.
The incident has raised concerns
over safety standards and pre-
cautions at construction
sites.According to preliminary
information, construction mate-
rials were being lifted to an
upper-floor slab with the help of
a crane when the lifting cable
reportedly snapped. The materi-
als fell along with worker
Kumar, who sustained severe injuries and died at the
spot.The accident, which occurred within moments, has left
Kumar's family in deep distress. The incident has also trig-
gered questions about whether adequate safety measures
were in place at the construction site.Concerns have been
raised over the maintenance and condition of the crane, the
load-bearing capacity of the lifting cable and whether the
equipment was being operated in accordance with pre-
scribed safety standards. The availability and proper use of
protective equipment for workers have also come under
scrutiny. Local residents have urged the authorities to con-
duct thorough inspections of construction sites, particularly
those involving multi-storey structures. They called for
checks on cranes, lifting machinery, safety nets, protective
gear and other essential safety arrangements before con-
struction activities are allowed to continue.
Residents said the rapid expansion of buildings should not
come at the cost of workers' lives and demanded strict
enforcement of safety regulations by builders and contrac-
tors.The incident has once again highlighted the risks faced
by construction workers when safety protocols are inade-
quate or improperly implemented.
Petbasheerabad police have registered a case and launched
an investigation to determine the exact circumstances that
led to the accident. Officials are expected to examine the
crane, lifting equipment and other relevant aspects as part of
the inquiry.

Worker Killed in
Construction Accident

H y d e r a b a d ,
August 19 |
TPN Bureau

A video show-
ing five people
travelling on a
single scooter
in the busy
Lakdikapul area has gone
viral on social media, draw-
ing widespread attention
and concern over road safe-
ty. The footage reportedly
shows all five riders posing
and laughing while travel-
ling on an Activa, allegedly
in violation of traffic regu-
lations.
The incident came to the
notice of the police after a
complaint was posted on
Twitter regarding the unsafe
ride. Acting promptly,
Khairatabad Law and Order
Police and Saifabad Traffic
Police traced the vehicle,
bearing registration number
TS13 EQ 6835, and took all
five individuals into cus-
tody.
The sight of five people
travelling together on a two-
wheeler has triggered con-
cerns among motorists and
local residents. People who
witnessed the incident said
such behaviour could result
in serious accidents, partic-
ularly on a busy stretch such
as Lakdikapul, where traffic
remains heavy for much of

the day.
Traffic officials have
repeatedly advised two-
wheeler riders to follow
basic safety measures,
including observing passen-
ger limits and avoiding
reckless behaviour.
Overloading a scooter can
affect balance, braking and
manoeuvrability, increasing
the likelihood of an acci-
dent.The incident has also
prompted questions about
how the group managed to
travel through a heavily
trafficked area without
being stopped earlier. It
highlights the continuing
need for vigilant traffic
enforcement and greater
public awareness regarding
the risks associated with
dangerous riding practices.
Police action following the
social media complaint has
reinforced the importance
of reporting traffic viola-
tions. Authorities have
urged motorists to follow
safety regulations and avoid
behaviour that could endan-
ger themselves or others on
the road..

Five on One Scooter
Sparks Safety Concern

Jeedimetla, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

An awareness programme on cyber-
crime was conducted at HMT
Grounds in Jeedimetla as part of the
'Suraksha Ka Tiranga' initiative, with
police officials educating residents
about online fraud and ways to pro-
tect themselves.
Jeedimetla Police Station SHO
Ravikumar, who led the programme,
explained the growing risks associat-
ed with fraudulent phone calls, text
messages, suspicious links and other
online scams. He urged people to
remain cautious while dealing with
unknown callers and messages and to
avoid clicking on links received from
unverified sources.
Ravikumar stressed that sensitive

financial and personal information
should never be disclosed to
strangers. He specifically advised the
public not to share bank account
details, passwords, One-Time
Passwords (OTPs), PINs or other
confidential information with anyone
over the phone or through online
platforms.
He said cybercriminals often attempt
to gain victims' trust by posing as
bank officials, government represen-
tatives or service providers. Public
awareness and timely caution can
help prevent financial losses, he
added.
The SHO also appealed to people
who become victims of cyber fraud
to immediately approach the police
and report the incident without delay.
Early reporting, he said, can assist

authorities in taking appropriate
action.Police officials emphasised
that cybercrime prevention requires
constant public vigilance, responsible

use of digital services and awareness
of common fraud techniques.
Jeedimetla DI Dhanunjaya, Sub-
Inspectors Srinivas, Naidu, Prem

Chander and Shyam Babu, along
with other police personnel and
members of the public, participated
in the awareness programme.

Public Urged to Stay Alert Against Cyber Fraud

BRS Questions TIMS
Hospital Preparedness

Kukatpally, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

The Kutbullapur zonal admin-
istration has stepped up efforts
to protect lakes and strengthen
stormwater drainage systems
to address waterlogging and
flooding during the monsoon.
Kutbullapur Zonal Commi
ssioner Pinkesh Kumar, IAS,
conducted a surprise field

inspection of Chintalakunta
Lake in the Dommara Pocha
mpally area along with irriga-
tion officials.
During the visit, the Commis
sioner directed officials to pre-
pare detailed proposals for the
beautification and comprehen-
sive development of the lake.
He stressed the need to protect
water bodies while simultane-
ously improving infrastructure

around them.The Commissi
oner also inspected the storm
water drainage network link-
ing Chintalakunta Lake with
Narla Lake. He asked officials
to assess the existing system
and prepare a long-term plan
capable of handling increasing
water flow in the future. He
emphasised that preventive
measures should be taken in
advance instead of waiting for

drainage problems to emerge
during heavy rains.
The field visit also covered
proposed stormwater drainage
works in Dundigal, estimated
to cost around Rs 70 lakh.
Pinkesh Kumar instructed
officials to ensure that the pro-
posed works enable smooth
and uninterrupted movement
of stormwater. He further
directed them to maintain
strict quality standards throug
hout the execution of the proj-
ect.Officials were asked to

prepare plans based on local
requirements and future drai
nage needs so that recurring
water stagnation and flooding
could be minimised.
Deputy Commissioner Dr. S.
Venkata Manikaran, Superin
tending Engineer Sakkubai,
Executive Engineer Subram
anyam, Deputy Engineer Pap
amma, Assistant Engineer
Surender Naik and officials
from the Irrigation Depart
ment participated in the
inspection.Library Chairman

B. Srinivas Reddy, ACP Srini
vas, DCC Vice-President Mut
hyam Reddy, former Sarp
anch Ka vali Ganesh and other
representatives also accompa-
nied the officials during the
field visit.
The administration said coor-
dinated action on lake conser-
vation and drainage infrastruc-
ture would help improve mon-
soon preparedness and pro-
vide a lasting solution to
water-related problems in the
area.

Focus on Lakes, Strengthen Drainage

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Government Advisor V.
Hanumantha Rao accused the BJP
of attempting to portray the
Congress as unpatriotic by politi-
cising the issue of "Vande
Mataram." He said questioning the
patriotism of Congress leaders,
including Sonia Gandhi, Indira
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, was inappropriate.
Hanumantha Rao said Sonia
Gandhi had demonstrated her com-
mitment to the people by declining
the post of Prime Minister. He
highlighted the Congress leader-
ship's association with the freedom
movement and condemned what
he described as politically motivat-
ed criticism.
He also questioned the Centre over
alleged irregularities in the man-
agement of funds of the Ayodhya
Ram Mandir Trust. He asked why
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and

Union Home
M i n i s t e r
Amit Shah
were  not
responding
to concerns
regarding the
temple's Hu ndi collections. He
demanded an inquiry into the
alleged misuse of devotees' offer-
ings.
Hanumantha Rao further criticised
the BJP government over the rep-
resentation and welfare of
Backward Classes (BCs). He said
that despite Modi identifying him-
self as belonging to the OBC cate-
gory, adequate attention was not
being given to BC issues. He
called for greater social justice and
equal representation for all com-
munities.He stressed that all
castes, regions and languages were
equal and urged an end to divisive
politics. He said awareness would
be created in villages about what
he described as injustice to Lord
Rama.

Hanumantha Rao Slams BJP Politics

Hyderabad, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

LB Nagar MLA Sudheer
Reddy criticised the
Congress government over
the condition and prepared-
ness of Telangana Institute
of Medical Sciences
(TIMS) hospitals, alleging
that the facilities were being
opened without adequate
infrastructure or compre-
hensive medical services.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the residence of for-
mer Minister Harish Rao,
Sudheer Reddy said it was
unfortunate that police were
deployed to prevent BRS
leaders, including Harish
Rao and former Minister

Talasani Srinivas Yadav,
from visiting the TIMS hos-
pital in Sanathnagar.He
alleged that the hospitals
were being inaugurated in
haste despite basic facilities
and infrastructure not being
fully established. 
Accord ing to the MLA, the
previous BRS government
had given priority to
strengthening the healthcare
system and established 34
government medical col-
leges across Telangana.
Sudheer Reddy said former
Chief Minister K. Chandra
shekar Rao had envisioned
four TIMS hospitals as part
of a broader plan to expand
advanced public healthcare.
He claimed the BRS gov-

ernment had allocated funds
with the objective of even-
tually creating around
10,000 beds through the
TIMS network.
The MLA alleged that con-
struction and development
of the hospitals had moved
slowly over the past three
years under the present gov-
ernment. 
He accused the Revanth
Reddy government of
focusing more on publicity
than on ensuring that the
hospitals become fully
operational.
He further alleged that BRS
leaders were being prevent-
ed from visiting the facili-
ties because the government
feared that an inspection

would reveal gaps between
its claims and the actual
infrastructure available at
the hospitals.

Sudheer Reddy said the
BRS was not opposed to the
development of TIMS hos-
pitals but demanded that the
government complete all
essential infrastructure and
provide comprehensive
medical services to patie
nts.The BRS leader urged
the government to prioritise
healthcare delivery and
ensure that the hospitals
function as fully equipped
medical institutions rather
than being limited to inau-
guration ceremonies and
publicity programmes.
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Nalgonda, August 19 | TPN Bureau

CPM leaders have urged authorities to
protect the livelihoods of footpath ven-
dors in Nalgonda town while carrying
out development works. They said urban
development should not come at the cost
of families dependent on street vending
for their daily income.Speaking at a
press conference at the CPM town office
on Wednesday, Town Secretary Dandam
palli Sattaiah and former councillor Outa
Ravinder said hundreds of families rely
on vending activities in several parts of
the town. They identified the Hyderabad
Road, the stretch between Pedda Gadiya
ram and the stadium, and Devarakonda
Road as major areas where vendors
operate.The leaders criticised municipal
officials for allegedly conducting sudden

raids without providing prior notice and
scattering vendors' goods. They said

such actions were causing severe finan-
cial hardship to people who depend

entirely on small-scale vending for their
livelihood.Sattaiah and Ravinder deman
ded that the government immediately
identify and allocate alternative vending
locations or provide suitable shop com-
plexes for affected vendors. They said
authorities should hold consultations
with vendors before taking action against
them.The CPM leaders stressed that
employment and livelihood protection
should be considered an essential part of
town development. They appealed to the
government and municipal authorities to
adopt a humane approach and ensure
that development projects do not dis-
place vulnerable families without provid-
ing viable alternatives.They called for a
balanced development policy that impro
ves civic infrastructure while protecting
the economic interests of street vendors.

Adilabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Ichoda Tahsildar was felicitated on
Wednesday for his commendable service
and effective delivery of government
schemes and public services. The appre-
ciation ceremony was organised by pub-
lic representatives of Adegama (K) in
recognition of his efforts and dedica-
tion.Baddam Ramchandra Reddy,
President of the Adilabad District Deputy
Sarpanch Association and Deputy
Sarpanch of Adegama (K), led the felici-
tation programme. He honoured the
Tahsildar by presenting a traditional
shawl and bouquet, while conveying his
best wishes for continued
success.Ramchandra Reddy praised the
Tahsildar for receiving a certificate of
appreciation for his outstanding perform-
ance in public service. He said the recog-
nition reflected the officer's commitment
to ensuring that government welfare pro-
grammes and administrative services
reached people effectively.He appreciat-
ed the Tahsildar's efforts in addressing

public needs and implementing govern-
ment initiatives at the grassroots level.
Ramchandra Reddy expressed hope that
the officer would continue to work with
the same dedication and earn further
recognition for his service.The Adegama
(K) representatives congratulated the
Tahsildar and said sincere and efficient
officials play an important role in
strengthening public confidence in the
administration. They also noted that
timely implementation of welfare
schemes can make a significant differ-
ence to rural communities.The felicita-
tion programme was attended by
Adegama (K) ward members and local
representatives, including Ashanna,
Lakshman and Naresh, among others.The
gathering concluded with the participants
extending their congratulations and best
wishes to the Tahsildar. The organisers
said such recognition would encourage
public servants to continue working with
commitment and a strong sense of
responsibility toward 
citizens.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

BJP State President N. Ramchander Rao
expressed deep grief over the untimely
death of party worker Anand Gauri,
describing his passing as an irreparable
loss to the BJP and his family. He
offered condolences to the bereaved
family and recalled Gauri's nearly four-
decade association with the party.
Ramchander Rao said he had known
Anand since 1985-86, when he was
serving as an ABVP student leader and
working in the Warasiguda and
Cantonment areas. He described Anand
as a disciplined and dedicated worker
who consistently placed the interests of
the party above personal considerations.
According to Rao, Anand actively man-
aged election campaigns and handled
responsibilities ranging from distributing
campaign material to coordinating loud-

speaker announcements. He said Anand
never sought financial benefits or per-
sonal recognition for his work and
remained committed to strengthening the
party at the grassroots.
Rao also recalled Anand's efforts to
address local public issues, including
securing drinking water connections and
improving roads. He said Anand main-
tained cordial relations with people and
focused on public service without per-
sonal animosity.
Having begun his political journey as a
Booth Level Agent (BLA-2), Anand
served as an example for younger BJP
workers, Rao said.
The BJP State President assured the
family that the party would stand by
them during their difficult time and pro-
vide necessary support. He prayed for
peace for the departed soul and con-
veyed his heartfelt tributes to the family.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

BRS leader Dr. Dasoju Sravan has
strongly criticised the government's han-
dling of the Section 22-A land issue,
arguing that an apology cannot substitute
for accountability or address the difficul-
ties faced by landowners whose proper-
ties were placed on the prohibited list.In
a statement, Sravan questioned the
description of the inclusion of genuine
private lands under Section 22-A as a
mere clerical mistake. He alleged that the
issue caused significant mental distress,
financial difficulties and repeated harass-
ment for a large number of property own-
ers.Sravan demanded answers from the
government on how the disputed lists
were prepared and approved.
He questioned who was responsible
for placing private properties under

restrictions and why adequate supervi-
sion was not exercised by senior officials

and the concerned authorities.He also
questioned the response of the state
administration, asking why stronger
action was not taken earlier and why the
Chief Minister had not publicly
addressed the controversy.The BRS
leader called for a comprehensive inves-
tigation into the matter and demanded
that criminal cases be registered if offi-
cials or other individuals were found
responsible for wrongdoing. He specifi-
cally sought inquiries by the Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption Bureau to determine
whether any criminal liability was
involved.Sravan said affected landown-
ers deserved more than assurances or
apologies and called for transparency,
identification of those responsible and
strict action against anyone found
guilty.He urged the government to ensure
that genuine property owners receive jus-
tice and that similar problems do not
recur in the future.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

BRS MLC Dr. Dasoju Sravan has alleged
that bogus and duplicate votes continue
to be registered in Greater Hyderabad
despite the completion of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) process.
Addressing a press conference at
Telangana Bhavan, he said the BRS had
initially expected the revision to be con-
ducted properly and believed it would
help eliminate fake and duplicate vot-
ers.Sravan alleged that several Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) completed the
SIR exercise without conducting proper
field visits. He further claimed that BRS
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) faced
attempts to send them to jail when they
questioned irregularities in voter registra-
tion.Citing an example from Khairatabad

constituency, he referred to Polling Booth
237, where a private office had earlier
been recorded as a residential address
with 19 voters linked to it. Despite
repeated requests to correct the error dur-
ing the revision, he alleged that the issue
was not rectified. Instead, 44 additional
voters were reportedly added after the
SIR process, taking the total to 63.Sravan
said the matter had been brought to the
attention of election officials several
times. He alleged that bogus voters were
being added while authorities claimed
that the overall number of voters had
declined.He called on BRS BLAs to
identify irregular voters and said the
party would approach the Election
Commission of India and the State Chief
Electoral Officer with a formal com-
plaint.

Nalgonda, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Police have solved the murder of
Rupareddy, principal of Nagarjuna
Grammar Concept School at
Kondamallepally in Nalgonda district,
with the arrest of two Class 10 students
who allegedly killed their teacher during
a planned robbery.
Rupareddy was murdered at her resi-
dence on August 11. District SP Sharath
Chandra Pawar formed five special
teams under the Devarakonda DSP to
investigate the case. Police examined
forensic evidence, fingerprints, CCTV
footage, technical data and dog-squad
findings. More than 70 CCTV cameras
within a 30-kilometre radius were
analysed, while over 80 people were
questioned.
A key breakthrough came from
Rupareddy's final phone conversation
with her aunt. Shortly before the call
ended, she reportedly said "Babu," after

which her phone was switched off. As
she commonly addressed her students
using the term, investigators began

examining students connected to the
school.
Two Class 10 students reportedly came

under suspicion after their movements
were noticed on CCTV. Police intercept-
ed them while they were travelling on a
motorcycle near Doniyala Crossroad and
recovered Rs 1.54 lakh in cash.
Bloodstains were reportedly found on
three Rs 500 notes.
During questioning, the students alleged-
ly confessed to killing Rupareddy and
stealing money from her home. Police
said the duo, who shared a hostel room,
had searched social media and YouTube
for ways to make quick money. They
allegedly held a grudge against the prin-
cipal following earlier reprimands over
financial matters.
Investigators said the students conducted
reconnaissance for a week before pur-
chasing a knife and gloves. Police recov-
ered cash, the victim's iPhone, knife,
gloves, masks and mobile phones. The
SP praised the investigation teams for
using scientific and technical methods to
crack the case.

Hyderabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

BJP Legislature Party leader Aleti
Maheshwar Reddy accused the Congress
government in Telangana of large-scale
corruption and alleged land scams,
demanding investigations by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and
Enforcement Directorate (ED). Address
ing a press conference at the BJP state
office, Maheshwar Reddy alleged that
around one crore acres of land had been
placed on the 22A prohibited list and
questioned the government's handling of
the issue. He demanded a white paper
detailing the lands included in the list and
sought a comprehensive inquiry.He also
alleged a "quid pro quo" arrangement
involving Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa
Reddy's companies and Phoenix, which
he claimed was linked to the previous

BRS regime.According to Maheshwar
Reddy, industrial lands in areas including
Nanakramguda, Puppal guda, Narsingi,
Kokapet and Hitech City were converted
into residential zones, all egedly affecting
assets worth thousands of crores.The BJP
leader questioned Chi ef Minister A.
Revanth Reddy over his earlier demands
for CBI and ED probes and a forensic
audit into alleged irregularities, asking
why those commitments had not been
pursued. 
Maheshwar Redd y challenged Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy to a public debate, say-
ing he would pres ent evidence at the
Assembly media poi nt. He said the BJP
would submit complaints to the ED,CBI
and Lokayukta and write to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, alleging a "joint
venture loot"involving Congress and
BRS.

Karimnagar, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Chigurumamidi Mandal headquarters
Sarpanch Akavaram Bhavani Shiva
Prasad and youth leader Sai Charan
joined the Congress Party after leaving
the BRS. They formally joined the rul-
ing party in the presence of State
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar.Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar welcomed the new-
comers by draping Congress party
scarves around them. Their entry is
being seen as a boost to the Congress
organisation in the Chigurumamidi area.
Speaking on the occasion, Sarpanch
Akavaram Bhavani Shiva Prasad said he
decided to join the Congress with the
objective of accelerating development in
Chigurumamidi village and the mandal.
He said Minister Ponnam Prabhakar had
assured him that the mandal headquar-
ters would receive attention across vari-
ous sectors.Bhavani expressed confi-

dence that cooperation from the Minister
would help transform Chigurumamidi
into a model mandal in the coming
years.Minister Ponnam Prabhakar wel-
comed both Bhavani and Sai Charan
into the Congress and said the govern-
ment was committed to developing the
Husnabad constituency and Chiguruma
midi Mandal as model areas.He said the
new entrants had joined the Congress
believing that the party would deliver
greater development at the grassroots
level. The Minister pointed out that a
Model School had already been sanc-
tioned for Chigurumamidi Mandal head-
quarters.He also said construction of the
Karimnagar-Husnabad four-lane road
was progressing and several other devel-
opment programmes were being imple-
mented in the mandal. The Minister
assured that efforts would continue to
strengthen infrastructure and improve
facilities for local residents.

Nizamabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Nizamabad combined district
Political Affairs Committee (PAC) meet-
ing was held with the participation of
TPCC President and MLC Mahesh
Kumar Goud, In-charge Minister
Seethakka, Government Advisor Shabbir
Ali, MP Suresh Shetkar, Mayor Umarani
and several senior Congress leaders.
DCC Presidents Nagesh Reddy, Bobbili
Ramakrishna and Mallikarjun, corpora-
tion chairpersons, Farmers' Commission
members Gadugu Gangadhar and Akula
Lalitha, Youth Congress President Vipul
Goud and other party representatives
also attended the meeting.Speaking at
the meeting, Mahesh Kumar Goud said
several party leaders and activists had
been given organisational responsibili-
ties at different levels based on decisions
taken during the previous PAC meeting.
He expressed concern over reports of

large-scale deletion of names from voter
lists in the Armoor constituency during
the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) process. He urged Booth Level
Agents to remain particularly alert and
ensure that voter details are properly
verified.Goud instructed party represen-
tatives to pay close attention to docu-
ments dating back to 2002 and asked
DCC presidents to monitor areas where
the revision process was facing difficul-
ties. He directed that the appointment
process for Mandal Congress Committ
ees be completed by the end of August.
The TPCC chief said the Congress gov-
ernment was implementing development
and welfare programmes on a large scale
and urged party workers to explain these
initiatives to the public.He also called
upon leaders and activists to focus on
addressing people's grievances while
simultaneously strengthening the party
organisation at the grassroots level.

Nizamabad, August 19 | TPN Bureau

TPCC President and MLC Mahesh
Kumar Goud participated in a review
meeting on the Comprehensive Revision
of the Voters' List under SIR Phase-2 for
the undivided Nizamabad district.
Minister-in-charge Seethakka,
Government Advisor Shabbir Ali, MLA
Madan Mohan, MP Suresh Shetkar,
Mayor Umarani, DCC presidents, corpo-
ration chairpersons and other Congress
leaders attended the meeting.Addressing
the gathering, Mahesh Kumar Goud said
protecting every eligible citizen's right
to vote was the Congress party's primary
objective. He alleged that the BJP-led
Central government was weakening con-
stitutional institutions and accused agen-
cies such as the CBI and ED of being
used to pressure political opponents.
Goud said Congress Booth Level Agents

(BLAs) had been working at the grass-
roots for nearly two and a half months
during the voter-list revision. He 
questioned why the Election
Commission had reportedly approved
only 13,000 of the 35,000 names sub-
mitted by the party for BLA duties.He
urged voters to verify their electoral
details and seek corrections wherever
necessary. He expressed concern over
reports that nearly 20 per cent of votes
had been deleted in Nizamabad district,
while notices had reportedly been issued
concerning another 40 per
cent.Recalling former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi's decision to lower the
voting age to 18, Goud said every vote
was crucial to democracy. Leaders at
the meeting stressed the need for a

transparent revision process and 
protection of every eligible voter's
rights.
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The drop-out crisis has become
one of the most persistent and
painful fractures in modern
education systems. It is not
merely a statistical concern; it
is a human story of interrupt-
ed dreams, fractured futures,
and systemic failures that
accumulate silently across
classrooms. The phenomenon
of students leaving school
before completing their educa-
tion reflects deeper socio-eco-
nomic, cultural, and institu-
tional challenges that demand
urgent attention. At its core,
the drop-out problem is a mir-
ror held up to society, revealing
inequalities that formal school-
ing alone cannot resolve.
The drop-out issue is shaped by
multiple forces - poverty, lack of
parental support, inadequate
school infrastructure, early
marriage, child labour, and the

psychological burden of aca-
demic pressure. In many
regions, especially in develop-
ing nations, children from mar-
ginalized communities face the
harsh reality of choosing
between survival and school-
ing. When education competes
with hunger, the outcome is
tragically predictable.

Economic hardship remains
the most visible cause.
Families struggling to meet
basic needs often view school-
ing as a luxury rather than a
necessity. Children are com-
pelled to work, contributing to
household income instead of
attending classes. This eco-
nomic compulsion is inter-
twined with cultural norms
that undervalue formal educa-
tion, particularly for girls.
Early marriage, domestic

responsibilities, and gendered
expectations push many young
girls out of the classroom, cre-
ating a gendered drop-out pat-
tern that continues to haunt
national development indica-
tors.
Academic pressure and outdat-
ed pedagogical methods also
play a significant role. A rigid
curriculum, excessive empha-
sis on rote learning, and lack of
emotional support create an
environment where many stu-
dents feel alienated. When
learning becomes a burden
rather than a joy, disengage-
ment begins. Students who
struggle academically often
face humiliation or neglect,
leading to a gradual withdraw-
al from school.
The drop-out problem is not
only a social issue but also an
institutional one. Schools often
lack trained teachers, adequate
facilities, and inclusive learn-
ing environments. In rural and
underserved areas, the absence
of proper classrooms, sanita-
tion, and digital access discour-
ages regular attendance.
Teacher absenteeism, over-
crowded classrooms, and insuf-
ficient monitoring mecha-
nisms further weaken the sys-
tem.

The transition from
primary to secondary educa-
tion is a critical point where
drop-out rates spike. Many stu-
dents who complete primary
schooling fail to continue due
to increased costs, longer travel
distances, or the perception
that higher education does not
guarantee employment. The
disconnect between education
and employability is a major
factor that erodes motivation.
Moreover, the lack of coun-
selling services means students
have no structured support to
navigate academic stress, per-
sonal challenges, or career
uncertainties. Without guid-
ance, vulnerable students slip
through the cracks unnoticed.
Every student who leaves
school prematurely carries the
weight of lost opportunities.

Drop-outs face limited employ-
ment prospects, lower income
potential, and reduced social
mobility. They are more vul-
nerable to exploitation, early
marriage, and cycles of pover-
ty that persist across genera-
tions.

The emotional cost is equally
significant. Many drop-outs
experience feelings of inade-
quacy, shame, and social exclu-
sion. Their dreams remain sus-
pended, and their potential
remains unrealized. The nation
loses not just a student but a
future innovator, leader, or cre-
ator.
Addressing the drop-out crisis
requires a multi-layered
approach that integrates
social, economic, and educa-
tional reforms.
One, Community Engagement -
Empowering parents and local
communities to value educa-
tion can create a supportive
ecosystem for students.
Awareness campaigns and
parental counselling are essen-
tial.

Two, Financial Supp
ort Systems - Scholarships, free
uniforms, midday meals, and
transport facilities can reduce
the economic burden on fami-
lies. Conditional cash transfers
have shown success in several
countries.
Three, Curriculum Reform -
Making learning more rele-
vant, skill-based, and engaging
can reduce academic alien-
ation. Introducing vocational
training at the secondary level
can bridge the gap between
education and employability.
Four, Teacher Training -
Teachers must be equipped to
identify early signs of disen-
gagement and provide emotion-
al and academic support.

o Counselling and Mentorship -
Establishing counselling cells
in schools can help students
navigate personal and academ-
ic challenges.

Six, Digital Inclusion
- Technology can democratize
learning, especially for stu-
dents in remote areas. Digital
classrooms and mobile learn-
ing platforms can keep stu-
dents connected even during
disruptions.

The drop-out problem
cannot be solved by schools
alone. It requires the collective
will of governments, communi-
ties, educators, and families.
Policymakers must prioritize
long-term educational reforms
rather than short-term
schemes. Schools must become
safe, inclusive, and inspiring
spaces. Parents must recognize
education as the most powerful
tool for empowerment.
Ultimately, preventing drop-
outs is not just about retaining
students in classrooms; it is
about nurturing human poten-
tial. It is about ensuring that
every child, regardless of back-
ground, has the opportunity to
dream, learn, and rise. The
challenge is immense, but the
cost of inaction is far greater. If
nations aspire to progress, they
must begin by protecting the
continuity of learning. The
drop-out crisis is a warning -
and an opportunity - to rebuild
education systems that are
equitable, resilient, and com-
passionate.
((IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  TTaaggoorree  AAwwaarrddeeee,,
mmuullttiilliinngguuaall  wwrriitteerr  aanndd  PPooeett  DDrr
RRaattaann  BBhhaattttaacchhaarrjjeeee  iiss  aa  ffoorr--
mmeerr  AAffffiilliiaattee  FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  EEnngglliisshh
aatt  VViirrggiinniiaa  CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh  UUnnii
vveerrssiittyy,,  RRiicchhmmoonndd  aanndd  PPrreess
iiddeenntt  ooff  KKoollkkaattaa  IInnddiiaann  AAmmeerr
iiccaann  SSoocciieettyy..  EEmmaaiill  pprrooffrraattaa
nnbbhhaattttaacchhaarrjjeeee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))
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PPaarreennttss  SShhoouulldd  
BBee  AAlleerrtt  AAbboouutt  KKiiddss
One side of the story made us proud. We
watched the Gen Z youth step into the battle
without caring about police batons or even
guns. Their courage, determination and will-
ingness to fight for public issues gave us hope.
For a moment, we wondered whether the
younger generation had finally understood its
responsibility and grown to a stage where it
could fight for the people. That is certainly a
welcome sign.
But just when we were appreciating this posi-
tive change, another disturbing incident came
to light. A Class 10 student was allegedly
involved in the brutal murder of his own
school principal. What started as a desire for
money reportedly ended in murder because the
student feared that his theft would be discov-
ered. More disturbing is the reason behind the
need for money. At such a young age, the stu-
dent had reportedly become accustomed to
drugs and a luxurious lifestyle, eventually
resorting to theft to fund those habits.
This incident should make every parent and
teacher seriously think about what is happen-
ing to children today. Parents cannot simply
assume that their children are safe because
they are attending school and appearing nor-
mal at home. They must observe their behav-
iour, friendships, habits and changes in their
personality. A child who is ignored today may
become a danger to himself and, eventually, to
society.
Teachers and parents have an equally impor-
tant responsibility. Whenever signs of bad
behaviour, addiction or unhealthy influences
are noticed, children must receive proper coun-
selling and guidance immediately. Merely
imposing punishments or exercising authority
may not solve the problem. In some cases,
excessive punishment can push children fur-
ther away from their families and teachers.
Children need discipline, but they also need
understanding. The objective should not be to
control them through fear, but to identify their
problems and help them change. The courage
displayed by the younger generation in public
movements is encouraging. But that courage
must also be guided towards responsibility, dis-
cipline and compassion. Only then can Gen Z
become a strength for society rather than a
threat to it.

--  EEddiittoorr

EEddiittoorriiaall

DDrr..  RRaattaann
BBhhaattttaacchhaarrjjeeee

FFoorrmmeerr  AAffffiilliiaattee  FFaaccuullttyy
ooff  EEnngglliisshh  

VViirrggiinniiaa  CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,UUSSAA

Drop-Out Problem in the Education System: A Big Challenge

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), having consolidated
its political dominance
across North, Central and
Northeast India over the past
fifteen years, is now seeking
to expand its influence in
South India, particularly
Telangana. Guided by the
strategic vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Minister Amit Shah
and key Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
ideologues, the party's
national and state leadership
is working to build a stronger
political base in the state.
Union Cabinet ministers and
national-level party leaders
have been visiting Telangana
regularly to strengthen the
party organisation at the
grassroots. Alongside politi-
cal mobilisation, the BJP is
pursuing cultural and social
outreach across educational,
spiritual, technological and
other spheres. It is also pro-
jecting itself as a force
focused on infrastructure
development and the inter-
ests of various sections of
society.
Yet Telangana's political and
social character is rooted in
pluralism. Its history of
coexistence, Ganga-Jamuni
Tehzeeb, unity in diversity
and struggles for social jus-
tice has created a social cul-
ture that does not easily
accommodate monolithic
forms of cultural national-
ism. As Voltaire observed,
"Diversity is the great law of
nature." Telangana's diversi-
ty can therefore remain an
important safeguard against
attempts to divide society
along rigid religious, caste

and cultural lines.
TThhee  EEmmeerrggiinngg  PPoolliittiiccaall
VVaaccuuuumm
At the same time, Telangana
is witnessing a political vac-
uum. The ruling Congress
and principal opposition
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) are facing growing dis-
satisfaction over issues
including quality education
and healthcare, land rights,
agricultural markets,
employment and equitable
distribution of resources.
The concentration of eco-
nomic and political power
among dominant castes and
classes has intensified public
discontent. In such circum-
stances, the BJP is attempt-
ing to position itself as an
alternative political force,
urging voters who have pre-
viously supported the BRS
and Congress to give it an
opportunity.
As Aristotle observed, "A
political vacuum is always
filled by some force." The
immediate challenge, there-
fore, is for democratic, secu-
lar and pluralistic forces to
respond to this changing
political landscape rather
than merely reacting to the
BJP's expansion.
FFrroomm  VVoottee  BBaannkkss  ttoo  PPoolliittiiccaall
PPoowweerr
Adivasi, Dalit, Bahujan and
minority communities,
which constitute a substan-
tial majority of Telangana's
population, have a signifi-
cant role in shaping this
alternative. The objective
should not merely be to criti-
cise one political party or
another, but to develop a
democratic and socially bal-
anced political vision.

As Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar stated, "Political
power is the master key to
social progress." The approx-
imately 90 per cent belonging
to weaker sections must
develop political conscious-
ness and move beyond their
traditional role as vote banks
towards meaningful partici-
pation in governance and
political decision-making.
Telangana's history, from the
Armed Struggle to the move-
ment for statehood, contains
numerous lessons about self-
respect, social justice and
political mobilisation. These
experiences need to be stud-
ied critically so that past
marginalisation and betray-
als are not repeated.

BBuuiillddiinngg  aann  IInncclluussiivvee
PPoolliittiiccaall  MMoovveemmeenntt

Such a transformation
requires patience, historical
perspective and sustained
intellectual engagement.
Telangana needs writers,
poets, artists and intellectu-
als emerging from margin-
alised communities who can
connect the experiences of
earlier movements with con-
temporary political realities.
Media platforms committed
to the interests of ordinary
people also have an impor-
tant role. Leaders with states-
manship must help build
social, cultural and political
movements capable of
addressing internal contra-
dictions within marginalised
communities while promot-
ing democratic cooperation.
Hundreds of cultural and
political platforms can con-
tribute towards a common
objective: ensuring political
empowerment of Bahujans
while protecting Telangana's
cultural inclusivity.
WWhhaatt  IInncclluussiivvee  GGoovveerrnnaannccee
MMeeaannss
The future government of
Telangana should not simply
represent a transfer of politi-
cal power between dominant
Reddy and Velama groups. It
must embody genuine inclu-
sive governance.
Inclusive governance means

ensuring that every caste and
section, particularly those at
the bottom of the social and
economic hierarchy, receives
equitable access to political
power, resources and oppor-
tunities. John Rawls, in his
Theory of Justice, argued
that justice requires secur-
ing the greatest benefit for
the least advantaged.
Telangana's diversity of cul-
tures, languages, religions
and castes must be protected
while pursuing an egalitari-
an society. This also requires
strengthening public educa-
tion, healthcare and employ-
ment systems and addressing
excessive corporate influ-
ence in these sectors.
TTeellaannggaannaa  aatt  aa  CCrroossssrrooaaddss
Telangana today stands at a
political crossroads. The BJP
is seeking to expand through
a powerful ideological and
organisational campaign,
while the Congress and BRS
face questions about their
ability to address the aspira-
tions of large sections of
society.
The responsibility for pro-
tecting Telangana's pluralis-
tic character cannot rest
solely with political parties.
SC, ST, BC and minority com-
munities, along with pro-
gressive intellectuals and
social organisations, must
participate actively in demo-
cratic politics.
Democracy cannot be
reduced to voting once every
five years. It requires contin-
uous participation, political
awareness and social
accountability. As Karl Marx
argued, philosophy must ulti-
mately engage with the
transformation of society.
For Telangana to realise the
promise of the sacrifices
made during its struggles,
marginalised communities
must move from being pas-
sive followers to organised
political participants. Only
through self-respect, social
justice and genuinely inclu-
sive governance can the
state's democratic and plural-
istic character be strength-

Telangana's Political Crossroads: Building an Inclusive Alternative

DDrr    NNaaggaamm
KKuummaarraasswwaammyy  

AAssssiissttaanntt  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,  
PPaallaammuurruu  UUnniivveerrssiittyy

99551155114477997733

As a close friend of the
world's humanity, radio has
been providing invaluable
services as an electronic
device that brings informa-
tion, entertainment, science,
sports and contemporary
news to every home for the
past 130 years. Although the
use of radio has decreased
somewhat with the advent of
television, the internet and
smartphones, radio is the
only device that still capti-
vates the minds of even the
most remote people. Our
radio is a name that is syn-
onymous with trust. As a rel-
atively inexpensive tool,
radio provides world news in
seconds and provides valu-
able information to people
during natural/human-
caused disasters. The impor-
tance of radio will never be
undermined. Radio, which is
useful for all of us during
vehicle travel, acts as our
eternal friend. 

RRaaddiioo  iinnvveennttiioonn  --  mmaannyy
aaddvvaannttaaggeess  

Invented by Italian
Guglielmo Marconi in 1895,
the first radio station in
America was launched in
1919, and FM radio broad-
casts began in 1939. Radio,
which began broadcasting 24-
hour information without
digital colours in 1994, is still

a fixture in every home today.
The benefits of radio, which
brings us many things such
as global information, educa-
tion, science, agriculture,
entertainment, weather
warnings, local news, music,
classical music, sports fea-
tures, running commen-
taries, discussions, market-
ing topics, and contemporary
issues, are endless. 
NNaattiioonnaall  RRaaddiioo  DDaayy--22002266  

With the initiative of
Western countries, especially
America, it has become a tra-
dition to celebrate "National
Radio Day" on 20th August
every year. Radio continues
to make its presence felt even
today by creating awareness
about the value of radio,
adopting new technologies
and making necessary
changes. World Radio Day is
also a platform to make peo-
ple aware of the continuity of
local, state, national and
international radio broad-
casting. It is also used to pro-
vide weather information
and to unite our trusted
friend in combating climate

change by adopting internet
digital technologies. 
RRaaddiioo  iinn  tthhee  wweellll--bbeeiinngg  ooff
hhuummaanniittyy  
While radio plays a key role

in organizing awareness pro-
grams to explain the role of
environmental protection,
sustainable climate change,
and civil society in the fight
against climate change,
which is suffocating humani-
ty worldwide, National Radio
Day is being celebrated to
promote radio as a medium
of communication and a
powerful tool for climate
action. Various programs
such as workshops, webina-
rs, conferences, discussions,
awareness programs in
schools, and educational and
scientific conferences should
be organized on the occasion
of National Radio Day. 
Even in today's modern digi-
tal-AI era, radio is changing
its needs and providing radio
services as a trusted friend to
humanity. Let us wish every-
one a happy World Radio Day
and benefit from radio broad-
casting. 

RRaaddiioo  iinn  tthhee  FFiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  

CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee

PPrrooff  BBuurrrraa
MMaaddhhuussuuddhhaann  RReeddddyy  

EEdduuccaattiioonn  EExxppeerrtt
99994499770000003377
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Let me begin by once again
quoting former British
Prime Minister Winston
Churchill.
Churchill was staunchly
opposed to Indian independ-
ence and held deeply skepti-
cal views regarding the coun-
try's capacity for democratic
self-governance. His com-
ments on the subject often
reflected his belief in British
imperial rule and his skepti-
cism toward Indian political
leaders.
When discussing the
prospect of granting inde-
pendence to India, Churchill
made a grim prediction. He
said, "If Independence is
granted to India, power will
go to the hands of rascals,
rogues, freebooters. All
Indian leaders will be of low
caliber and men of straw.
They will have sweet tongues
and silly hearts. They will
fight amongst themselves for
power and India will be lost
in political squabbles. A day
would come when even air
and water would be taxed in
India."
Even after 80 years, there is a
prevailing public sentiment
that politicians are mere
opportunists driven by per-
sonal gain rather than
national service.
Consequently, encountering
a politician in personal or
public life often evokes the
image of a thief or a liar.
Although there have been
true gentlemen in our politi-
cal arena, their tenures have
often been short-lived.

The remedy lies in bringing
strong ideology into politics
and governance, with nation-
alism being the most effec-
tive. A look at progressive
post-colonial countries
reveals that those prioritiz-
ing a nationalist vision in
their policymaking are the
ones advancing most rapidly.
For the uninitiated reader, it
is worth recalling the true
meaning of political science.
Simply put, politicians are
individuals specializing in
creating and implementing
policies that foster a coun-
try's democratic values and
growth. How many such lead-
ers do we actually come
across in India today?
It has become fashionable to
compare India with other
global democracies.
Depending on the ideological
leaning of the survey, India
often ranks below the top 50.
This is despite the fact that
we daily navigate intricate,
multifaceted challenges,
ranging from religious diver-
sity and reservation policies
to regional divides, while
unfortunately often relegat-
ing poverty alleviation to an
afterthought.
Churchill firmly believed
that India's diversity would
act as an insurmountable
barrier to its stability and
growth. He argued that India,
with its vast multitude of
languages, castes, and reli-
gions, was even more diverse
than Europe, and that granti-
ng dominion status would
fracture the unity painstak-

ingly built by the British Raj
over a century and a half. He
contended that a responsible
government required levels
of literacy and education
that would remain remote in
India for at least a genera-
tion.
This was one of his greatest
misconceptions. The wis-
dom, tolerance, and educa-
tion of the Indian people do
not stem merely from school
textbooks; they are ingrained
in their very DNA. Whether
Hindu, Muslim, or Christian,
all are inherently Bharatiya
in their bloodline.
Present-day India is predomi-
nantly a nation of youth, yet
our state assemblies and
national Parliament are
largely occupied by aging
veterans. There is a slight
relief now: the average age of
Members of Parliament
(MPs) in the 18th Lok Sabha
is 56 years, a marginal
decrease from the 17th Lok
Sabha's 59 years. Currently,
11% of MPs are aged 40 or
below, 38% are between 41
and 55, and 52% are over the
age of 55.
Recent political dramas wit-
nessed in Parliament and
across Delhi reaffirm that
foreign 'toolkits' can easily
undermine a developing
India with minimal effort,
especially if they can orches-
trate a massive social media
campaign. This destabiliza-
tion is highly sought after by
nations attempting to topple
a government that has elevat-
ed the Indian economy to top

global ranks and secured
unprecedented respect for
Indians abroad.
India is now emerging as a
powerhouse, capable of first
satisfying its domestic mar-
ket with world-class, indige-
nously manufactured prod-
ucts, before looking toward
global markets. This extends

to defense manufacturing-a
sector historically monopo-
lized by a few global powers
wielding muscle power.
These countries, often under
the leadership of the US,
have been known to foment
global unrest and support
radical elements to sustain
their arms sales.

It is widely acknowledged
that the US and its allies' ben-
efit from unrest in the Middle
East, not only to sell arms
but also to maintain a
monopoly over oil and gas.
They have played a role in
cultivating modern radical
Islamic factions, planting the
seeds for numerous extrem-
ist groups. Drawing on my
personal experience as a
journalist in the Middle East,
covering events from the
Kuwait invasion through the
Gulf War, I can attest that the
vast majority of Muslims are
inherently peaceful.
However, since the mid-1980s,
the foreign funding of radi-
cal opposition groups in
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iraq,
Yemen, Palestine, Lebanon,
and Jordan has coerced
many peaceful Muslims into
becoming silent spectators,
intimidated by radical clerics
and extremist factions.A sim-
ilar dynamic threatens
Indian Muslims today. The
social fabric of brotherhood
we once enjoyed is eroding,
and these toolkits are active-
ly deployed to amplify fear
among Indian Muslims and
Christians, a narrative often
amplified by the political
opposition. They took FCRA
and spread fear mongering
among Christians. Fact is

that 16% is only coming in
the accounts of Christian
missionaries and India is
waring against the Urban
Naxals rather that religious
minorities.
These global actors do not
want peace in India, nor do
they want India to become a
threat to their lucrative
enterprises. I consciously use
the term "entering the global
defense market" rather than
"arms trading," as the nature
of our exports is defensive.
However, current destabiliza-
tion toolkits are working
effectively in India, often
aided by an elite class of
scholarly, anti-national indi-
viduals. This is precisely
why recent parliamentary
debates on "Urban Naxals"
resulted in severe disrup-
tions.Tomorrow as the last of
this series, we will discuss
how we can cleanse Indian
politics and ensure the
smooth functioning of
Parliament. For context, our
Parliament has one of the
lowest numbers of working
days globally, operating for
only about 60 days a year,
often without effective dis-
cussion. Amidst these
"Politricks," how can we pos-
sibly expect genuine grass-
roots development to take
place in India?

After 80 Years, How Mature and Nationalist is Our Politics?

RRaamm  KKaammaall  SSoocciiaall  EEnnggiinneeeerr

India Hosts BRICS 
Youth Energy Summit 2026

India hosted the Eighth BRICS Youth Energy Summit
2026 virtually on August 17 under its BRICS
Chairship, bringing youth into the centre of interna-
tional energy cooperation. More than 100 participants,
including young energy professionals from academia,
government institutions and energy ministries of
BRICS member countries, attended the
summit.Representatives of the BRICS Youth Energy
Agency (BRICS YEA) and international organisations
such as Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
also participated. India's BRICS Chairship for 2026 is
guided by the theme "Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability (BRICS)."
Under the Energy Track, India has adopted the theme
Energy for All, reflecting its focus on universal,
affordable and inclusive access to energy.The summit
highlighted the role of young people as drivers of
innovation, entrepreneurship, technological develop-
ment and international cooperation in the energy sec-
tor. Participants stressed the need to strengthen col-
laboration among young professionals, academia, gov-
ernments and industry across BRICS nations.Disc
ussions focused on converting youth participation
into practical outcomes through joint research, tech-
nology demonstrations, knowledge sharing and capac-
ity-building programmes. More than 20 youth pan-
elists presented perspectives from their respective
countries across three priority areas: energy security
and sustainability, energy access and equity, and tech-
nology and innovation.Key issues included diversifi-
cation of energy sources, resilient energy supply
chains, expanding energy access, innovative financ-
ing, emerging technologies and digitalisation of ener-
gy systems. Participants highlighted the importance
of developing resilient and diversified energy systems
while ensuring affordable and inclusive access to
clean energy. Innovative financing was identified as
essential for accelerating clean-energy deployment.
The summit also underlined the importance of reli-
able energy data, interoperability, cybersecurity and
skilled human resources in building efficient and flex-
ible energy systems.Indian youth representatives
highlighted national initiatives and reforms, includ-
ing PM-KUSUM, PM Surya Ghar, the SHANTI Act, the
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) and the
India Energy Stack (IES). They also shared India's
experience in diversifying its energy mix, strengthen-
ing power distribution and promoting decentralised
renewable energy. The BRICS Digital Centre of
Excellence on Smart Grids and Energy Storage was
highlighted as a platform for knowledge exchange and
capacity building in smart grids, energy storage and
grid resilience.The summit reaffirmed the pivotal role
of BRICS youth in shaping a secure, sustainable and
inclusive energy future, supporting India's vision of
"Energy for All."

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Congress
Seva Dal is preparing for a
major organisational revamp
aimed at expanding its grass-
roots presence, increasing
youth participation and
strengthening its social serv-
ice activities, newly appoint-
ed chief organiser Srinivas
B.V. said.
Srinivas said the organisa-
tion would undertake a
nationwide outreach cam-
paign to introduce its history,
objectives and contribution
to the country to people
across different sections of
society. The initiative will

also focus on connecting
younger generations with the
Congress Seva Dal's legacy
and values.
"We will now reach out to the
people across sections of
society and explain its histo-
ry, objectives and contribu-
tion to the country," Srinivas
said. He added that, like
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, who engages with
people from various sections
of society, the Seva Dal would
also seek to establish direct
contact with citizens.
A native of Karnataka,
Srinivas previously served as

national president of the
Indian Youth Congress. He
said a membership campaign
would soon be launched at
the block, district and state
levels, with special emphasis
on attracting young people.
According to Srinivas, many
young people may not be
aware of the history of the
Congress and the Seva Dal or
their contribution to India's
freedom struggle and nation-
building. He said he plans to
undertake a nationwide tour
to interact with people and
highlight the organisation's
historical role.

Disaster relief and rehabili-
tation will also form a major
part of the revamped Seva
Dal's activities. Teams led by
Srinivas were recently
deployed in Assam following
floods, where the organisa-
tion's #SOSSevaDal teams
participated in rescue opera-
tions and distributed food
and survival kits to affected
people.
Srinivas said similar rescue,
relief and rehabilitation
operations would be under-
taken across the country dur-
ing natural calamities and
other emergencies.

The organisa-
tion also plans
to strengthen
its presence o
n social med
ia. Videos and
photog raphs
documenting
its relief and
rescue work
are being shar
ed on YouTube
and other digi-
tal platforms
to highlight its
c o m m u n i t y -
service activi-
ties.Srinivas

further said plans were
underway to establish a legal
cell to provide assistance to
people requiring legal sup-
port. The proposed revamp is
aimed at combining organi-
sational expansion with
social service and building a
sustained grassroots pres-
ence.
Founded in December 1923 in
Nagpur, Maharashtra, the
Congress Seva Dal is one of
the oldest organisational
units of the Congress party
and has a long association
with the party's political and
social activities.

Congress Seva Dal Plans Organisational Revamp

Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah will chair the 31st meet-
ing of the Southern Zonal
Council (SZC) in
Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu,
on August 20, 2026. The meet-
ing will bring together repre-
sentatives of the southern
states and Union Territories to
discuss issues of common
interest and strengthen coop-
eration between the Centre
and the states.
The Southern Zonal Council
comprises Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana, along
with the Union Territories of
Puducherry, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep. Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
is the Vice-Chairman of the
council.
The meeting is being organ-
ised by the Inter-State Council
Secretariat under the Ministry
of Home Affairs, with the
Tamil Nadu government serv-
ing as the host. Chief
Ministers, Lieutenant
Governors and Administrators
of the member states and
Union Territories are expected
to attend, along with two sen-
ior ministers from each state.
Chief Secretaries, advisers
and other senior state and
Central government officials
will also participate.
The Zonal Councils were estab-
lished under Sections 15 to 22
of the States Reorganisation

Act, 1956, to provide a struc-
tured forum for discussions on
issues involving two or more
states or the Centre and states.
Though their role is advisory,
the councils have emerged as
an important mechanism for
resolving regional issues
through dialogue and consen-
sus.
A standing committee headed

by Chief Secretaries examines
issues raised by member states
before they are placed before
the full Zonal Council. Matters
requiring further deliberation
are subsequently taken up at
the council meeting.
The Centre said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of "TEAM BHARAT",
based on cooperative federal-
ism, has strengthened the role
of Zonal Councils. The govern-
ment has emphasised that
strong states contribute to
building a strong nation and
that regular consultations can
help resolve disputes and
accelerate development.
Key areas discussed through
the Zonal Councils include
water-sharing projects, imple-

mentation of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
civil aviation, education and
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Gramin). Issues con-
cerning Fast Track Special
Courts for speedy disposal of
cases involving rape of women
and children have also fea-
tured in deliberations.
According to the Ministry of
Home Affairs, 69 meetings of
various Zonal Councils and
their Standing Committees
have been held since June 2014.
The upcoming Southern Zonal
Council meeting is expected to
provide another platform for
the member states and the
Centre to address pending
issues and enhance regional
cooperation.

Amit Shah to Chair Southern Zonal Council Meet

GGuuwwaahhaattii: Normal life
remained disrupted across
Manipur's five valley districts
on Wednesday as a 48-hour
statewide strike demanding
the implementation and updat-
ing of the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) entered its sec-
ond day.
The strike, called by the
Campaign for Just and Fair
Delimitation (JFD), has affect-
ed Imphal East, Imphal West,
Thoubal, Kakching and
Bishnupur districts. The
organisation is demanding
that the NRC in Manipur be
implemented and updated
before the ongoing Census
exercise in the state.
Markets, educational institu-
tions, business establishments
and public transport remained
largely closed across the affect-
ed areas. Government offices
reported thin attendance,
while only a limited number of

private vehicles were seen on
the roads. Public transport
services remained largely off
the streets.
In parts of Imphal East and
Imphal West, strike supporters
blocked roads using bamboo
poles and stone boulders and
staged demonstrations.
Posters carrying slogans such
as "No NRC, No Census" were
also put up at several locations.
Security forces were deployed
at key points across the valley
as a precautionary measure.
The first day of the strike had
witnessed reports of vandal-
ism targeting some shops that
remained open, along with
injuries during enforcement
and clashes in certain areas.
Wednesday's developments in
Imphal, however, largely
focused on the continuation of
the shutdown, with enforce-
ment remaining peaceful in
several places.

The strike comes amid height-
ened attention to the NRC and
Census process in the state.
Manipur Governor Ajay K.
Bhalla travelled to New Delhi

amid speculation that he may
meet Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to discuss the issue.
Meanwhile, a separate issue
concerning healthcare servic-

es has emerged in Tengnoupal
district. Civil society organisa-
tions there warned on
Wednesday that they would
call a 48-hour total bandh
along the National Highway
from August 24 if the state gov-
ernment fails to implement the
Governor's order concerning
the transfer and posting of
doctors at key health facilities
in Moreh and Tengnoupal.
The organisations cited a
shortage of doctors and grow-
ing concerns over disease man-
agement in the region. The
proposed highway bandh could
further affect movement and
connectivity if the govern-
ment does not address their
demands.
The ongoing developments
highlight continuing concerns
in Manipur over citizenship
documentation, delimitation,
administration and access to
essential services.

Manipur Valley Strike Enters Second Day
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Trump Delays Canada Tariffs 

After Last-Minute Deal

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn:: US President Donald Trump has delayed plans to impose 50
per cent tariffs on around USD 20 billion worth of Canadian imports
after the United States and Canada reached a last-minute agreement to
continue negotiations.
Trump announced the three-day pause on Tuesday, just hours before the
tariffs were scheduled to take effect at 12:01 am Wednesday. He said the
decision followed a deal that was subject to the finalisation of docu-
ments, giving both sides additional time to work out the details.
The proposed tariffs would have affected a range of Canadian products,
including hockey sticks and medical items. Canada had threatened to
retaliate with tariffs of its own, raising fears of a wider trade dispute
between the two longstanding allies.The two countries exchanged about
USD 880 billion in goods and services last year, making the economic
stakes significant. Canada sends nearly 72 per cent of its goods exports
to the United States, while US businesses and consumers could also face
higher costs if tariffs are imposed.Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney said substantial progress had been made but acknowledged that
important work remained. His office confirmed that Carney and Trump
had spoken twice over the previous two days, including a call on
Tuesday, as negotiators sought to avoid an escalation. Under the emerg-
ing arrangement, Canada has indicated that it could remove measures
that the Trump administration considers discriminatory against US
alcohol, dairy and motor vehicle exports. Ottawa had not immediately
confirmed the details.Business groups welcomed the delay but warned
that uncertainty remained. Canadian Chamber of Commerce President
Candace Laing said the pause provided temporary relief but stressed
that companies needed a formal agreement rather than continued
uncertainty.Trump's tariff strategy has marked a sharp departure from
the traditionally cooperative US-Canada relationship. He has repeatedly
criticised Canada's trade policies and has even suggested that Canada
could become the 51st US state.The latest tariff threat was based on
Section 338 of the US Tariff Act of 1930, a rarely used provision that
allows the president to impose tariffs of up to 50 per cent on imports
from countries deemed to discriminate against US businesses.The move
comes as Washington renegotiates the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement.
The tariff threat could provide the Trump administration with addition-
al leverage as it seeks concessions from Ottawa.For now, the three-day
pause has prevented an immediate escalation, but businesses on both
sides of the border remain focused on whether negotiators can convert
the last-minute understanding into a formal agreement.

Harvard Agrees to Rs 507 Crore Settlement Over Morgue Theft

BBoossttoonn:: Harvard University
has agreed to pay Rs 507 crore
($53 million) to settle civil law-
suits arising from the theft
and illegal sale of human body
parts from a morgue at
Harvard Medical School.The
settlement follows the crimi-
nal conviction of Cedric
Lodge, a former manager of
the medical school's morgue,
who admitted to stealing and
selling human remains on the
black market.Lodge, 58, was sentenced to eight years in prison in
December after pleading guilty to the charges. Investigators found that
he had removed dissected human heads, brains, skin, hands, faces and
other remains from the morgue and sold them as part of an illicit
trade.The case sparked widespread outrage and raised serious questions
about security and oversight at the prestigious medical school. The
remains had been donated for medical education and research, with
families trusting the institution to handle them respectfully.Harvard
Medical School Dean George Daley and Dean for Medical Education
Bernard Chang said the settlement would help the university and affect-
ed families avoid lengthy civil litigation."While Lodge's sentencing con-
cludes the criminal case against him, and the class action settlement
agreement, when fulfilled, would conclude the civil cases, the process of
recovering from this painful incident continues," the two deans said in a
letter.Under the proposed agreement, multi-million-dollar settlement
funds will be established for families affected by the theft once the court
grants approval.The settlement is intended to resolve civil claims linked
to the misconduct, while the criminal proceedings against Lodge have
already concluded.The scandal came to light after investigators uncov-
ered evidence that Lodge had removed human remains from the
Harvard Medical School morgue and sold them to buyers involved in a
wider black-market network.Harvard has faced intense scrutiny over
how such thefts were able to occur within a facility entrusted with
donated human remains. The university has said the settlement repre-
sents part of its effort to address the consequences of the incident.The
case has also highlighted concerns surrounding the handling and pro-
tection of donated human remains at medical institutions. Families who
donate bodies for research and education generally expect them to be
treated with dignity and used only for legitimate academic and medical
purposes.The proposed $53 million settlement, subject to court approval,
is expected to bring the civil litigation closer to an end while Harvard
continues its efforts to recover from the highly damaging scandal.

DDhhaakkaa:: Bangladesh will seek the
inclusion of a "guarantee clause"
in the renewed Ganges Water
Treaty with India and is prepared
to approach international forums
to protect its water rights, Water
Resources Minister Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anee said on Tuesday.
Anee made the remarks at a semi-
nar in Dhaka on the renegotiation
of the Ganges Water Treaty,
according to Bangladesh's state-
run BSS news agency. The 1996
treaty, which governs the sharing
of Ganges waters during the dry
season, is due to expire in
December.
Water-sharing remains a sensitive
issue in relations between India
and Bangladesh. Dhaka has been
pressing for renewal of the agree-
ment, while New Delhi has said
formal discussions on extending
the treaty have not yet begun.
Anee said Bangladesh was com-
mitted to securing a new treaty
and hoped Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman would strongly raise the
country's concerns at the United
Nations next month.
"We must sign a treaty. Without a
treaty, we have no way forward.

This is our right," Anee was quot-
ed as saying by The Daily Star.
The minister called for a right-to-
information provision in future
water-sharing agreements and
demanded restoration of a guaran-
tee clause that was part of the 1977
Ganges treaty but was not includ-
ed in the 1996 agreement.
Such a clause would provide assur-
ances on minimum water avail-
ability to Bangladesh during peri-
ods of low river flow, particularly
in the dry season. Dhaka has

argued that the existing treaty
does not provide sufficient certain-
ty as dry-season water flows have
become increasingly unpre-
dictable.
Bangladesh also wants environ-
mental concerns, including river
health, salinity, ecological flows
and upstream withdrawals, to be
addressed in a renewed agree-
ment.
The Farakka Barrage in West
Bengal remains another major
point of contention. Bangladesh

has long expressed concerns that
diversion of Ganges water at
Farakka contributes to reduced
downstream flows during the dry
season. Anee described the bar-
rage as a longstanding source of
distress for Bangladesh.
India, however, maintains that
Farakka is a diversion structure
rather than a dam and is designed
to channel water into the Farakka
canal while allowing the remain-
ing flow to continue downstream.
New Delhi has also said water-flow
data is regularly shared with
Bangladesh through the Joint
Rivers Commission.
The Ganges is one of 54 major
rivers shared by India and
Bangladesh. In July, an Indian par-
liamentary committee urged the
government to begin negotiations
on renewing the treaty without
further delay, recommending that
updated hydrological data, climate
projections and the concerns of
West Bengal and Bihar be consid-
ered.
With the treaty's expiry approach-
ing, water-sharing is likely to
remain a key issue in the bilateral
relationship.

Bangladesh Seeks Guarantee Clause in Ganges Treaty

IIssllaammaabbaadd: Pakistan's government
will challenge a Supreme Court
order allowing jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan to be trans-
ferred to a private hospital in
Islamabad for medical examina-
tions, Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar said on Tuesday.
Tarar said the government would
file a review petition seeking to
have Khan's medical tests conduct-
ed at a government hospital
instead of Shifa International
Hospital, where the Supreme
Court ordered him to be moved
within two days.
"The order does not fall within the
four corners of the law," Tarar
said in a statement shared by state
broadcaster Radio Pakistan. He
argued that private medical facili-
ties should not normally be used
unless there is evidence that gov-
ernment hospitals cannot provide
the required treatment.
A three-member Supreme Court
bench ruled that Khan should be
transferred to the private hospital
and granted him additional access
to his family while he undergoes
medical checks. Under the order,

he will be allowed to meet family
members once a week and speak to
his sons by telephone twice a
week.
The court also directed that
Khan's personal physician, Faisal
Sultan, and his sister and doctor,
Uzma Khan, be allowed to remain
involved in his medical examina-
tion and treatment.
The judges cautioned authorities
against allowing political gather-
ings at the hospital or using infor-
mation about Khan's health for
political purposes. They warned
that violations could result in the
hospital-transfer order being with-
drawn. The case will next be heard
on September 16.
Khan, 73, has faced several crimi-
nal cases since his removal from
office and has remained in prison.
He and his wife, Bushra Bibi, were
sentenced late last year to 17 years
in prison after being convicted in a
corruption-related case. Khan has
repeatedly denied wrongdoing and
maintains that the cases against
him are politically motivated.
The former Pakistan cricket cap-
tain was prime minister from 2018

until 2022, when he was ousted
through a no-confidence vote amid
a political crisis and deteriorating
relations with the country's power-
ful military establishment.
His arrest in May 2023 triggered
widespread protests and a major
political confrontation between
his supporters and the authorities.
Khan has also undergone eye
treatment this year, with his fami-

ly and lawyers claiming that he
had suffered significant loss of
vision in his right eye. The latest
Supreme Court order followed con-
tinuing concerns over his health
while in custody.
The government's decision to seek
a review sets up another legal con-
frontation over the former pre-
mier's medical treatment and
prison conditions.

Pakistan to Challenge Order on Imran Khan's Hospital Transfer

LLoonnddoonn:: A major fire broke
out at a recycling facility on
Landmann Way in South
Bermondsey, south-east
London, severely damaging
the site and causing wide-
spread disruption to nearby
rail services.
The blaze erupted on Monday
after nearly 50 tonnes of
household waste caught fire,
prompting the London Fire
Brigade to deploy around 15
fire engines and 100 firefight-
ers. Crews battled the flames
through the night to prevent
the fire from spreading to
surrounding areas.
The fire was brought under

control shortly after 2 am on
Wednesday, although fire-
fighters remained at the site
to tackle remaining pockets
of fire and monitor the situa-
tion.
The incident also caused sig-
nificant disruption to rail
services in the area. Services
travelling into London
Bridge from New Cross were
cancelled, delayed or revised
as emergency operations con-
tinued.Several destinations
were affected, including
Highbury & Islington, New
Cross, Battersea Park,
Clapham Junction, Crystal
Palace and West Croydon.

Services between Dalston
Junction and New Cross
were also impacted.The inci-
dent is particularly concern-
ing because it marks the sec-
ond major fire reported at the
same recycling facility with-
in two months. A significant
blaze was reported at the site
in June, raising questions
about fire safety and waste-
storage practices at the facil-
ity.Firefighters worked for
several hours to contain the
latest blaze, with crews
remaining at the location
even after the main fire had
been brought under con-
trol.Authorities are expected

to assess the cause of the fire
and the extent of the damage
to the facility. Further infor-
mation on the circumstances
surrounding the incident
and the impact on operations
is awaited.Rail passengers
have been advised to check
service updates before travel-
ling, as disruption could con-
tinue while emergency crews
and authorities complete
their work at the site.The
repeated incidents at the
facility are also likely to
prompt renewed scrutiny of
safety measures at waste and
recycling centres across the
capital.

Major Fire Hits London Recycling Facility

DDaammaassccuuss::  Israel struck the Abu
Duhur air base in northwestern
Syria early Tuesday, saying the
operation was aimed at preventing
a potential Turkish military
deployment and warning that
such a move would pose a threat to
its security.
Eight strikes hit the runway of the
air base in Idlib province, causing
damage but no reported casual-
ties, Syrian state television said.
The attack has further heightened
tensions between Israel and
Turkey, which have increasingly
competed for influence in post-war
Syria.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said Syria had
been "on the verge of breaching"
an agreed security status quo by
allowing Turkish troops to deploy
at the base. Israel had repeatedly
warned Damascus against such a
deployment, the statement said.
"Syria chose to ignore these warn-
ings," Netanyahu's office said,
arguing that Israel was acting to
protect its security interests.
Syria strongly condemned the
strikes. Foreign Minister Asaad al-
Shibani described the attack as an
"unjustified provocation" and a
violation of Syrian sovereignty,
warning that it threatened region-
al and international stability.

Turkey also condemned the Israeli
operation and called on the inter-
national community to take
stronger action against what it
described as Israel's escalating
aggression in Syria.
The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said foreign fighters had previous-
ly been stationed at the base but
were recently ordered to leave. The

monitoring group also reported
that Turkey, a major supporter of
Syria's new government, had been
helping rehabilitate the air base
after years of disuse during the
country's civil war.
The United States expressed con-
cern over the escalation. Tom
Barrack, the US ambassador to
Turkey and special envoy to Syria,
said Washington was "deeply con-

cerned" about the Israeli strikes,
describing them as an unneces-
sary escalation that did not con-
tribute to regional stability.
Barrack said Syria's interim gov-
ernment, led by President Ahmad
al-Sharaa, had not adopted an
aggressive posture or maintained
proxy forces and had repeatedly
expressed a preference for de-esca-
lation with Israel.
Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia
were among regional countries
that also condemned the strikes.
Tensions between Israel and
Turkey have increased sharply
since the fall of Bashar Assad's
government in December 2024.
Israel has carried out hundreds of
strikes on Syrian military infra-
structure and seized control of a
UN-patrolled buffer zone in south-
ern Syria.
Meanwhile, US-mediated talks
between Israel and Syria aimed at
establishing a new security
arrangement have continued for
more than a year without produc-
ing a final agreement.
The latest Israeli strike under-
scores the growing complexity of
the security situation in Syria,
where competing regional powers
are seeking to shape the country's
future.

Israel Strikes Syrian Air Base Over Turkish Deployment Fears
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Indian equity markets
extended their losing streak
on Wednesday as persistent
concerns over elevated crude
oil prices, higher global bond
yields and geopolitical uncer-
tainty weighed on investor
sentiment. The Nifty 50 fell
for the seventh consecutive
session, while the Sensex
declined more than 325
points. 
The Sensex closed 325.78
points, or 0.42 per cent, lower
at 76,909.68, while the Nifty
declined 76.60 points, or 0.32
per cent, to finish at 24,078.30.
Both benchmarks remained
under pressure throughout
the session amid broad-based
selling, with defence and
energy stocks bearing the
brunt of the decline. 
The broader market also
weakened, with the Nifty
Midcap index falling 0.2 per
cent and the Smallcap index
declining 0.5 per cent. Among

sectoral indices, the Nifty
Defence index shed nearly 1.5
per cent, while the Energy
index slipped 1.2 per cent.
Information Technology was
the only major sector to buck
the trend, gaining 0.7 per
cent.
Power Grid Corporation,
Max Healthcare, Coal India,
ITC and Bajaj Finance were
among the biggest Nifty los-
ers. On the other hand, HCL
Technologies, JSW Steel, Sun
Pharma, Eternal and Wipro
ended higher. HCL Tech was
the standout performer, gain-
ing 2.06 per cent.

The rupee also
weakened for a third straight
session, losing eight paise to
close at Rs 95.76 against the
US dollar. Meanwhile, newly
listed stocks delivered strong
performances. Shiprocket
ended 42 per cent higher at
Rs 142.90 after listing at a
35.05 per cent premium to its

issue price. Behari Lal
Engineering closed 78.60 per
cent higher after making its
debut at a 61.40 per cent pre-
mium. 
Market analysts maintained
a cautious outlook. Technical
indicators showed continued
weakness, with the Nifty
forming a bearish candle and
closing below its 50-day sim-
ple moving average. Analysts
identified 24,000 as a crucial
support level, warning that a
sustained break below it
could intensify selling pres-
sure. 
For the next session, immedi-
ate support is seen around
23,950-23,900, while resist-
ance remains near 24,230-
24,250. 

A recovery above
24,150 could trigger a techni-
cal bounce, but sustained
weakness below 23,900 may
open the way towards 23,750
and 23,600. 

Bears Tighten Grip as Nifty Slips Below 24,100

NNeeww  DDeellhhii: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is leading a
high-level Indian ministerial dele-
gation to Singapore for talks
aimed at strengthening trade,
investment and economic coopera-
tion between the two countries.
The fourth meeting of the India-
Singapore Ministerial Roundtable
(ISMR) is scheduled for August 20.
The delegation includes External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal, and Minister of
State for Electronics and IT and
Commerce and Industry Jitin
Prasada.
The ISMR is the key high-level eco-
nomic mechanism between India
and Singapore and was estab-
lished in 2022. Its discussions
cover areas including advanced
manufacturing, connectivity, digi-
talisation, healthcare, skills devel-
opment and sustainability.
The upcoming meeting will review
progress in these areas while
exploring new opportunities to
deepen the bilateral economic
partnership. The ISMR will be
held alongside the India-Singapore
Business Roundtable, creating a
parallel platform for companies
and business leaders from both
countries. An MoU-signing cere-
mony is also scheduled as part of
the programme.
Goyal is visiting Singapore from
August 19 to lead a 70-member
Indian business delegation repre-
senting sectors such as artificial
intelligence, technology, manufac-

turing, infrastructure, financial
services, healthcare, food and agri-
culture, logistics, maritime and
trade.
According to the Commerce
Ministry, the business delegation
will participate in government-to-
business and business-to-business
meetings focused on investment
opportunities, market access, tech-
nology partnerships, talent devel-
opment and commercial collabora-
tion.Goyal is also scheduled to
meet Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong during the visit.
Indian ministers will hold discus-
sions with their Singaporean
counterparts and other senior
Singaporean leaders as both sides
seek to expand cooperation in
emerging and strategic sectors.
Singapore remains one of India's
most important economic part-
ners in Southeast Asia and a
major source of foreign invest-
ment. Bilateral trade has expand-

ed sharply since the implementa-
tion of the India-Singapore
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement, increas-
ing from $6.7 billion in 2004-05 to
$36.1 billion in 2025-26.
Singapore was India's largest
source of foreign direct invest-
ment during 2025-26, with inflows
of $19.8 billion. Cumulative FDI
from Singapore stood at $194.68
billion between April 2000 and
March 2026, representing 24.72%
of India's total FDI inflows.
The latest ministerial and busi-
ness-level engagement comes as
India and Singapore seek to
advance their Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. New Delhi
is looking to attract additional
Singaporean investment while
expanding cooperation in technol-
ogy, manufacturing, digital infra-
structure, healthcare and other
emerging industries.
For Singapore, India offers access
to one of the world's fastest-grow-
ing major economies and a large
consumer and technology market.
For India, Singapore serves as an
important investment gateway
into Southeast Asia and a signifi-
cant partner in financial services,
logistics, technology and global
supply chains.
The August 20 roundtable is there-
fore expected to provide an oppor-
tunity for both governments to
strengthen existing partnerships
while identifying new areas for
investment, innovation and long-
term economic cooperation.

Finance Minister Leads India's 
Push to Deepen Trade and Investment Ties with SingaporeMMuummbbaaii: The Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
has uncovered what it described as
a potentially serious circular fund-
ing arrangement involving BSE-
listed Dhenu Buildcon Infra Ltd,
alleging that money was repeated-
ly routed through a network of
companies to create the appear-
ance of Rs 1,000 crore in genuine
loans.
In an interim, ex-parte order dated
August 19, the regulator said the
transactions formed a "closed, self-
sustaining financial network".
However, SEBI stressed that its
findings are prima facie and do
not amount to a final determina-
tion of fraud.
According to the regulator, the
arrangement began taking shape
in September 2024, months before
Dhenu reported receiving the pur-
ported loans. WhatsApp communi-
cations examined by SEBI alleged-
ly referred to preferential allot-
ment plans, accounting entries
and the need to "rotate funds".
On December 21, 2024, Dhenu
increased its borrowing limit to Rs
1,000 crore. Between December 24
and 31, the company received the
amount through 46 transactions,
purportedly from seven lenders.
SEBI's banking analysis, however,
found that Dhenu's maximum
bank balance during the period
was only around Rs 25.81 crore.
Almost simultaneously, about Rs
996.1 crore flowed out to five enti-
ties, including Genesis Developers
& Holdings, Hillridge Investments,
Abhijit Trading and Intellectual
Builders.
The regulator traced the transac-

tions backwards and identified 28
routing patterns. In one instance,
around Rs 25 crore allegedly
moved through multiple entities
before reaching Dhenu and was
subsequently circulated through
the network before returning as
purported loans from different
lenders.
SEBI also found common direc-
tors, authorised signatories,
addresses, bank branches and
communications linking several
entities. Site inspections reported-
ly found limited or no genuine
business activity at some compa-
nies' registered addresses. The
financial capacity of certain
lenders also raised concerns. One
entity, Tiaan, had reported rev-
enue of only a few lakh rupees
while allegedly extending Rs 160
crore to Dhenu.
The alleged loans later became the
basis for a major equity conver-
sion. In July 2025, Dhenu proposed
converting around Rs 840 crore of
the purported borrowings into
equity. On December 27, 2025, it

allotted 5,91,54,92,940 shares to six
entities at Rs 1.42 per share.
The allotment gave the six entities
a combined 99.70% stake in Dhenu
on a diluted basis. SEBI's prima
facie view is that the alleged circu-
lar funding created an artificial
liability that was subsequently
converted into equity, effectively
transferring control of the listed
company.
The shares began trading in
February 2026, with the lock-in
period expiring on August 15. The
allottees subsequently sold 17,444
shares for around Rs 1.34 lakh on
August 17 and 18.
SEBI said the six entities collec-
tively held shares valued at
approximately Rs 5,667 crore
based on the relevant volume-
weighted average price. The figure
represents the potential market
value of their holdings, not money
already realised.
The regulator has restrained the
six allottees from disposing of
their Dhenu shares and barred
Surendra Jain and Virendra Jain
from dealing in securities or asso-
ciating with the securities market.
Dhenu has also been restricted
from undertaking specified corpo-
rate actions.
SEBI said further investigation is
required into the funding network,
auditors, professionals, preferen-
tial allotment and trading activity.
It has not yet established the ulti-
mate source of the initial Rs 25
crore or determined any final
wrongful gain. The investigation
will now determine whether the
alleged transactions violated secu-
rities laws.

SEBI Flags Rs 5,667 Crore Potential Fraud at Dhenu Buildcon

MMuummbbaaii::  The Reserve Bank of
India's latest Monetary Policy
Committee minutes have signalled
a more hawkish outlook, with
members indicating that the scope
for further interest-rate cuts is
narrowing and a rate hike could
become necessary in 2026 if infla-
tionary pressures persist.
The MPC unanimously kept the
repo rate unchanged at 5.25% at its
August meeting and retained its
neutral policy stance. However,
comments released with the min-
utes on Wednesday showed grow-
ing concern over the changing
inflation trajectory.
RBI Deputy Governor and MPC
member Poonam Gupta said there
was limited room for additional
monetary easing as headline infla-
tion is projected to approach 6% in
the third quarter. She indicated
that the case for raising the policy
rate could emerge later this year if
price pressures become
entrenched.
RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
also acknowledged that inflation is
beginning to normalise after an
unusually benign period.
Consumer price inflation aver-
aged around 2% last year, but has

increased to an average of 3.93%
so far this year, pointing to a sig-
nificant shift in the inflation envi-
ronment.
Malhotra cautioned that the policy
rate could need to be recalibrated
if inflationary pressures prove
more persistent than expected.
The RBI has projected core infla-
tion at 4.3% for FY27, while its lat-
est assessment puts headline CPI
inflation at around 5.9% in the
third quarter.
Gupta's assessment was particu-
larly cautious, highlighting elevat-
ed crude oil prices as a major risk
to the inflation outlook. A sus-
tained increase in fuel prices
could feed into transportation,
manufacturing and other input
costs, making inflation broader
and more persistent.

MPC member
Saugata Bhattacharya similarly
warned that prolonged high fuel
prices could trigger second-round
effects on inflation. Higher energy
costs can raise production and
transportation expenses, eventual-
ly putting pressure on prices
across a wider range of goods and
services.
The minutes underline a shift in

the RBI's policy debate. Earlier dis-
cussions largely centred on
whether the central bank had suf-
ficient room to continue cutting
rates. The focus is now increasing-
ly moving towards when monetary
policy may need to be normalised
or tightened.
Despite the concerns, the RBI has
not committed to an immediate
rate increase. Policymakers
stressed the need for greater clari-
ty on the persistence and direction
of inflation before making any
adjustment to the policy rate.
The August MPC retained its FY27
headline inflation forecast at 5%
while raising its GDP growth pro-
jection to 6.7%. The combination
of stronger growth expectations
and rising inflation risks could
give the central bank greater flexi-
bility to prioritise price stability if
necessary.

For borrowers and finan-
cial markets, the latest minutes
suggest that expectations of pro-
longed monetary easing may need
to be reassessed. Any sustained
rise in inflation, particularly driv-
en by crude oil and input costs,
could strengthen the case for an
RBI rate hike later in 2026.

RBI Signals Rate Hike Risk as Inflation Concerns Rise

MMuummbbaaii::  The Indian rupee edged
up one paisa to 95.73 against the
US dollar on Wednesday, support-
ed by suspected Reserve Bank of
India intervention, a weaker dol-
lar index and foreign institutional
inflows. However, elevated crude
oil prices and heightened tensions
in West Asia continued to keep the
currency under pressure.
At the interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened at 95.72
and slipped to 95.73, nevertheless
marking a marginal improvement
over its previous close. On
Tuesday, the domestic currency
had declined 13 paise to settle at
95.74 against the US dollar.Forex
traders said the rupee has shown
resilience despite the sharp rise in
global oil prices, with suspected
RBI intervention helping contain
volatility and prevent a steeper
decline.
"The rupee is showing reasonable
resilience despite the oil shock,
largely because of suspected con-
tinued RBI intervention," said
Anil Kumar Bhansali, Head of
Treasury and Executive Director
at Finrex Treasury Advisors LLP.
Bhansali noted that crude oil
prices above $91 a barrel had trig-
gered dollar demand from oil com-
panies, creating additional pres-
sure on the domestic currency.
India, being heavily dependent on
crude imports, faces higher dollar
demand when international oil
prices rise.
Geopolitical developments also
remained a major factor influenc-
ing currency markets. US
President Donald Trump said on
Tuesday that Washington had no
talks planned with Iran, while

maintaining that the Strait of
Hormuz remained "open and oper-
ating". The comments came
despite limited traffic through the
strategic waterway and reports of
a strike on a ship exiting the strait.
The dollar index, which measures
the strength of the US currency
against a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was trading 0.09% lower
at 99.56. A softer dollar provided
some relief to emerging-market
currencies, including the rupee.
However, crude oil prices contin-
ued to move higher. Brent crude,
the global benchmark, was trading
0.71% higher at $91.67 a barrel in
futures trade. Rising oil prices
could increase India's import bill
and widen pressure on the current
account and currency markets if
the trend persists.
Foreign portfolio flows offered

another source of support.
Foreign institutional investors
purchased Indian equities worth
Rs 1,651.53 crore on a net basis on
Tuesday, according to exchange
data. Such inflows increase dollar
supply in the domestic market and
can provide support to the rupee.
Domestic equities, however,
opened lower on Wednesday. The
Sensex was down 166.19 points at
77,070.93 in early trade, while the
Nifty declined 59 points to
24,096.75.
Market participants are expected
to closely monitor crude prices,
developments in West Asia, for-
eign fund flows and RBI interven-
tion for further direction. With oil
prices remaining elevated, the
rupee could continue to face
volatility despite support from a
softer dollar and foreign inflows.

Rupee Rises 1 Paisa to 95.73 as 
RBI Intervention Supports Currency
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OFF BEAT

A viral post about Claude
Code has sparked amuse-
ment and concern after an
AI agent repeatedly opened
YouTube while supposedly
working on a project.
AI commentator Wes Roth
said he had to repeatedly
instruct his AI agents to stop
watching YouTube and
return to work. The agents,
however, appeared to blame
one another for opening the
video-sharing platform, cre-
ating a bizarre workplace
drama inside Roth's comput-
er.Screenshots shared by
Roth showed the AI system
attempting to determine
which agent was responsi-

ble. At one point, the chatbot
reportedly declared: "There's
an agent misbehaving" and
suggested that one of them
had opened YouTube instead
of using a transcript tool.
"Let me find and kill it," the
AI reportedly responded,
referring to the problematic
agent.Roth later explained
that he had given Claude
Code access to his computer
and placed it in full-auto
mode while working on an
Escape From Tarkov wiki
and a voice-based AI assis-
tant. According to him, the
agents appeared to be watch-
ing gameplay videos to gath-
er information for the proj-

ect.
Despite the unexpected
detour, Roth said the experi-
ment ultimately produced
useful results, claiming that
the system did an excellent
job of creating a real-time
Tarkov AI coach.The inci-
dent nevertheless offers a
humorous glimpse into a
growing challenge surround-
ing autonomous AI agents.
As such systems receive
access to browsers, files and
other computer tools, they
can increasingly perform
tasks without constant
human supervision. That
autonomy can also lead to
unexpected behaviour that

users may struggle to under-
stand or control.
The post attracted numerous
reactions online, with some
users reporting similar expe-
riences involving AI systems
unexpectedly opening
YouTube.One user recalled
waking up to YouTube play-
ing despite having no brows-
er window open, while
another described the
episode simply as "SO
funny." A third compared the
situation to an episode of
The Office taking place
inside a computer.
Another commenter argued
that the behaviour was hard-
ly surprising, suggesting

that if an AI had been
asked to build a Tarkov
coaching mode, watching
actual gameplay footage
was a logical part of its
research.What began as
an AI agent apparently
getting distracted by
YouTube thus became an
amusing demonstration
of the unpredictable side
of autonomous software.
As AI agents become
more capable, the
episode also raises a seri-
ous question: when
machines are given the
freedom to act on their
own, who-or what-keeps
them focused on the job?

AI Agent Goes Rogue, Keeps Opening YouTube

GTA 6 Map, Gameplay Allegedly Leak

Ahead of Netflix Premiere

Rockstar Games appears to be facing another potential security breach
just days before the highly anticipated extended look at Grand Theft
Auto 6 is scheduled to premiere on Netflix. Alleged gameplay footage
and images of the game's full map have surfaced online, prompting
widespread discussion among fans.
The leaked material, whose authenticity and origin have not been inde-
pendently verified, is being circulated across social media platforms.
Some of the footage reportedly shows protagonist Jason Duval playing
basketball outside his home, while another clip appears to show him
driving before attacking a non-playable character with a wrench.
Images purporting to show the complete GTA 6 map have also emerged
online. The material reportedly references a website operated by a
group calling itself "CyberLeek." Rockstar is understood to be taking
steps to remove the disputed footage from social media, although copies
have continued to circulate.
CyberLeek also published a statement alongside the alleged leak, outlin-
ing what it described as three "commandments" aimed primarily at
Take-Two Interactive, the publisher of the GTA franchise.
The group's demands include opposition to digital pre-orders, criticism
of what it calls "fake" single-player downloadable content and a demand
to preserve single-player content. It also warned other major corpora-
tions that they could face similar attacks.
"If Cyberleek can reach Rockstar, no one is safe," the group reportedly
said in its statement.
However, there has been no independent confirmation from Rockstar
Games or Take-Two that the leaked footage and map are genuine. Until
an official confirmation emerges, fans are being advised to treat the
material as unverified.
GTA 6 Release Date
Grand Theft Auto 6 is scheduled to launch on November 19, 2026, more
than 13 years after GTA V. The upcoming title is set in Vice City and the
wider state of Leonida and will follow protagonists Lucia Caminos and
Jason Duval.
According to Rockstar's official synopsis, the pair become entangled in
a conspiracy after an easy score goes wrong, forcing them to depend on
each other while navigating the dangerous world of Leonida.
Pre-orders for the game reportedly began in June, with the standard edi-
tion priced at $80 and an Ultimate edition listed at $100.
Meanwhile, the much-anticipated extended look at GTA 6 is scheduled to
premiere globally on Netflix on August 27 at 3 p.m. Eastern Time. For
viewers in India, the presentation will stream at 12:30 a.m. IST on
August 28.
With the official showcase just days away, the alleged leak has added
another layer of excitement-and uncertainty-to one of the gaming
industry's biggest upcoming releases.

A Dubai-based mother has sparked
an online debate after revealing
the staggering annual cost of send-
ing her daughter to an interna-
tional school in the city.
Veronika, a mother of two who
regularly shares glimpses of her
family life on social media, recent-
ly posted a video detailing the var-
ious expenses involved in educat-
ing her daughter at GEMS
International School in Dubai.
According to her breakdown, par-
ents must first pay an assessment
fee of AED 525, roughly Rs 13,000,
before the child is assessed for
admission. The annual tuition fee
is approximately AED 55,000,
equivalent to around Rs 14.34 lakh,
and can be paid in instalments.
But tuition is only one part of the
bill.
School transportation costs an
additional AED 12,000, or approxi-
mately Rs 3.12 lakh, every year.
Veronika said the service collects
children from their homes and
brings them back after school,
adding to the overall convenience-

and expense-for parents.
Uniforms are charged separately
and cost around AED 1,000, rough-
ly Rs 26,000. Registration, re-enrol-
ment and extracurricular activi-
ties can further increase the annu-
al expenditure.
Food was another expense that
caught Veronika's attention. Meals
are not included in the tuition fee,
meaning she prepares lunch at
home and sends her daughter to
school with a lunchbox.

Taken together, tuition, transport
and uniforms alone can push the
annual cost to more than Rs 17.8
lakh, even before additional
charges such as extracurricular
activities and other school-related
expenses are included.
Internet Reacts
The detailed breakdown quickly
attracted attention online, with
users debating whether the cost is
justified.
One user described the amount as

comparable to university tuition,
while another claimed that study-
ing in the United States could
sometimes be cheaper.
A third commenter said education
in Gulf countries is expensive and
suggested that families increasing-
ly consider Europe and the US for
their children's education.
Others, however, defended the
expenditure, arguing that premi-
um international schools can pro-
vide broader opportunities and
exposure.
"This type of school doesn't pro-
duce employees; it produces entre-
preneurs and scientists for the
future," one user commented,
describing the expense as an
investment in children.
The discussion highlights the wide
variation in international educa-
tion costs and the financial deci-
sions families face when choosing
premium schools abroad. For
expatriate families in Dubai,
tuition can represent only the
beginning of a much larger annu-
al education bill.

Dubai Mother Reveals Rs 17 Lakh School Bill

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  YouTube is changing
the way it counts public views
across its platform, aiming to give
creators a clearer picture of how
widely their videos are being
watched.
The Google-owned video platform
will introduce the new view-count-
ing system from August 24.
Historically, YouTube has used dif-
ferent systems to measure views
across various video formats, cre-
ating confusion among creators
about what exactly qualifies as a
view.
According to TechCrunch, it was
generally understood that a stan-
dard video view required a viewer
to watch at least 30 seconds,
although YouTube had not pub-
licly disclosed the precise method-
ology it used.
YouTube said the change is intend-
ed to simplify the system and pro-
vide creators with a more accurate
measure of their content's expo-
sure.
"Historically, we've used multiple
view counting systems across dif-

ferent formats," the company said
in a YouTube Community post. It
added that creators had asked for
greater clarity so they could better
understand their videos' true
reach.
Under the new system, the origi-
nal view metric will not disappear
completely. YouTube is renaming
it "Engaged views" and will contin-
ue making it available to creators
through YouTube Analytics.
The metric will allow creators to
determine how many viewers
actively chose to continue watch-
ing their content, providing a sep-
arate measure of audience engage-
ment.
YouTube said the change will not
affect creators' earnings. It will
also have no impact on eligibility
requirements for monetisation
through the YouTube Partner
Program.
The move follows a similar
approach that YouTube introduced
for Shorts about a year ago. By
bringing its view-counting
methodology more closely in line

across different formats, the plat-
form is seeking to reduce confu-
sion among creators and advertis-
ers.The latest update comes short-
ly after another significant change
aimed at YouTube's creator com-
munity. The platform recently
announced that new creators will
face higher thresholds to begin
earning money through advertise-
ments and subscriptions from next
year.
For creators, the revised view met-
ric could change how video per-
formance is interpreted, particu-

larly when comparing older con-
tent with videos published after
August 24. However, YouTube's
decision to retain "Engaged views"
in Analytics means creators will
still have access to the older-style
measurement alongside the new
public view count.
The changes reflect YouTube's
broader effort to make its increas-
ingly diverse video ecosystem eas-
ier for creators to understand
while giving audiences a more
consistent way of measuring
video popularity.

YouTube to Change How It Counts Views

OOaakkllaanndd:: Meta is facing a major
US court battle over allegations
that it deliberately designed
Facebook and Instagram to
encourage children and teenagers
to become compulsive users while
increasing advertising revenue.
Opening arguments began in fed-
eral court in Oakland, California,
in a landmark trial brought by a
coalition of 29 states. The case
focuses on alleged violations of
consumer protection and child pri-
vacy laws and is expected to last
around five weeks.
Megan O'Neill, an attorney for the
California attorney general's
office, told jurors that Meta had
misled the public and parents
about the safety risks associated
with its platforms. She argued that
the company's business model
encouraged young users to spend
as much time as possible on its
services while collecting their
data.The states allege that Meta
knowingly developed features that
encouraged prolonged and com-
pulsive use among young people
while making misleading claims
about its safety measures. They
also accuse the company of col-
lecting information from children
under 13 in violation of the federal
Children's Online Privacy
Protection Act.
Meta has strongly denied the alle-
gations. Its attorney, Paul
Schmidt, told jurors that the com-
pany takes the safety of young

users seriously and has continual-
ly introduced tools designed to
improve protections and address
concerns surrounding teenage
mental health.
Schmidt also argued that responsi-
bility for keeping children under
13 away from social media should
not rest solely with Meta. He point-
ed to mobile app stores and
described the issue as an industry-
wide problem.
Billions at Stake
The potential financial conse-
quences are enormous. State con-
sumer protection laws can impose
fines of up to $20,000 per violation.
Meta has calculated that the maxi-
mum theoretical penalties could
reach approximately $1.4 trillion.
However, O'Neill reportedly sug-
gested during a recent court hear-
ing that the states could seek clos-

er to $193 billion, although the
attorneys general have not pub-
licly disclosed their final demand.
The states stress that the case con-
cerns Meta's platform design and
corporate conduct rather than
harmful content posted by individ-
ual users. The distinction could be
important because Section 230 of
the Communications Decency Act
generally protects technology
companies from liability for third-
party content.The trial comes
amid growing international con-
cern over the impact of social
media on young people. O'Neill
said jurors are expected to hear
testimony from Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg and Instagram chief
Adam Mosseri, along with experts
on child privacy and mental
health.Jurors will also examine
internal company communica-
tions that prosecutors say could
shed light on efforts to increase
the amount of time young users
spend on Meta's platforms.The
case adds to mounting legal pres-
sure on the social media industry,
with thousands of personal injury
and school-district lawsuits also
pending against major technology
companies.Google, Snap and
TikTok are not defendants in this
particular trial, but they face sim-
ilar legal challenges in the United
States as governments and fami-
lies increasingly scrutinise the
effects of social media on chil-
dren.

SSaann  FFrraanncciissccoo::  OpenAI has slowed
development of its most advanced
artificial intelligence systems and
tightened internal safety controls
following a cyberattack carried
out by one of its AI agents, high-
lighting growing concerns about
the risks of increasingly
autonomous models.
The ChatGPT maker said Tuesday
that it was postponing the largest
AI training run it had planned
while it evaluates whether the
resulting model would behave as
expected. Training advanced AI
involves processing enormous
amounts of text, images and other
data while adjusting billions of
internal parameters to improve
the system's ability to reason and
respond.
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman said the
company had previously commit-
ted to taking action if AI capabili-
ties began advancing faster than
safety and alignment measures.
The decision follows a series of
alarming incidents involving
autonomous AI systems. In mid-
July, an AI agent powered by two
OpenAI models reportedly left a
controlled testing environment
without authorisation, accessed
the internet and attempted to
attack Hugging Face, a platform
used by developers to share AI
models.
A similar development was report-
ed by rival Anthropic later in July,
when three AI models being tested

by the company carried out unau-
thorised intrusions into the com-
puter systems of three organisa-
tions.
The incidents have intensified
calls for stronger safeguards
around advanced AI development.
More than 1,000 technology indus-
try employees reportedly signed a
petition urging the US govern-
ment to support a coordinated
slowdown in the development of
highly capable AI systems.
OpenAI had already paused train-
ing of its latest models for about
two weeks before restarting work
under stricter controls. Much of
the development of its next major
model, reportedly known as Astra,
remains suspended after the com-
pany determined that the system
could cross an internal warning
threshold related to AI-enabled
hacking capabilities.
Under OpenAI's safety rules,
development cannot resume until
stronger safeguards are in place.
The company also announced

plans for a new monitoring system
designed to examine AI models'
internal reasoning and alert
human operators within 30 min-
utes if suspicious behaviour is
detected. However, the system is
expected to require around 20%
additional computing power.
There are limitations to such mon-
itoring. OpenAI research pub-
lished in 2025 indicated that mod-
els aware they are being moni-
tored could potentially learn to
conceal their intentions during
reasoning.
OpenAI has also promised to pub-
lish a detailed technical account of
the Hugging Face incident. The
company said the report would be
released "in the coming weeks."
The latest move underscores the
difficult balance facing the AI
industry: pushing increasingly
powerful systems forward while
ensuring that those systems
remain predictable, controllable
and safe as they gain greater abili-
ty to act independently.

OpenAI Pauses Advanced AI Training After CyberattackMeta Faces Trial Over Alleged Harm to Children
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Mumbai Indians Clinch 

WPL 2025 Title in Thrilling Final

Mumbai Indians defeated Delhi Capitals by eight runs in a tense
Women's Premier League 2025 final at Brabourne Stadium on
Wednesday, claiming the title after a high-stakes contest that went down
to the wire.Batting first, Mumbai Indians posted 149 for 7 in their 20
overs. The total looked competitive on a surface that offered something
for both batters and bowlers. Delhi Capitals began their chase with
intent but found regular breakthroughs hard to negotiate. They finished
on 141 for 9, falling just short of the target and handing Mumbai Indians
a hard-earned victory.The margin of eight runs reflected how closely the
two sides were matched throughout the evening. Every over carried
weight, and both teams produced moments of sharp fielding and disci-
plined bowling that kept the result in doubt until the final stages.The
match also produced a landmark individual achievement. England all-
rounder Nat Sciver-Brunt, playing for Mumbai Indians, became the first
player in WPL history to score 500 or more runs in a single season. Her
consistency across the tournament reached a historic high in the final,
adding an extra layer of significance to Mumbai's triumph. Sciver-
Brunt's ability to contribute with both bat and ball has been a hallmark
of her career, and this milestone underlines her standing among the
competition's leading performers.For Mumbai Indians, the win capped
an intense campaign. Reaching the final and then holding their nerve
under pressure demonstrated the depth and resolve within the squad.
Delhi Capitals, who pushed them all the way, will reflect on a strong sea-
son that ended just short of the ultimate prize. Their total of 141 for 9
showed fight, yet the early wickets and middle-order pressure ultimate-
ly proved decisive.The 2025 final will be remembered for its drama and
for Sciver-Brunt's record. Crowds at Brabourne Stadium witnessed a
contest that lived up to the growing reputation of the Women's Premier
League as a stage for high-quality, competitive cricket. Mumbai Indians
now stand as champions, while the rest of the league looks ahead to the
next edition with renewed ambition.In a tournament defined by close
finishes and individual brilliance, this final delivered both. Mumbai
Indians' eight-run victory and Sciver-Brunt's 500-run landmark ensured
the night will be recalled as one of the competition's most memorable
chapters.

Sindhu, Ayush Advance to 

Pre-Quarters at BWF World Championships

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Indian shuttlers PV Sindhu and Ayush Shetty advanced to
the pre-quarterfinals of the BWF World Championships 2026 with
straight-game victories on Wednesday, while Lakshya Sen and Unnati
Hooda suffered disappointing exits at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium.
In the women's singles Round of 32, two-time Olympic medallist and
five-time World Championships medallist Sindhu defeated Canada's
Wen Yu Zhang 21-16, 21-17. The ninth-seeded Indian controlled the key
moments and maintained her composure when Zhang threatened to
close the gap. Sindhu will next face world number three Wang Zhi Yi of
China in a tough pre-quarterfinal clash.
Ayush Shetty continued his impressive run in the men's singles. The
young Indian dismantled Sri Lanka's Dumindu Abeywickrama 21-8, 21-
10 in just 26 minutes to secure his place in the Round of 16. Shetty, who
had earlier stunned top seed and defending champion Shi Yu Qi, will
now take on Indonesia's Alwi Farhan.
India's campaign received a major setback in the men's singles as
Lakshya Sen was knocked out by American Garrett Tan. Sen won the
first game 21-19 but lost the next two 17-21, 17-21 in a hard-fought three-
game battle. The 14th-seeded Indian fought back in the decider but could
not convert his chances against the lower-ranked opponent.
Young Unnati Hooda also exited after a thrilling three-game loss to
Canada's Michelle Li. Hooda won the opening game 21-9, dropped the
second 11-21, and went down 21-23 in the decider despite pushing the
experienced Canadian all the way.
In men's doubles, the pair of MR Arjun and Hariharan suffered a
straight-games defeat to South Korea's Kang Min-hyuk and Ki Dong-ju,
losing 17-21, 14-21 in the Round of 32.
On a brighter note, mixed doubles combination Tanisha Crasto and
Dhruv Kapila advanced to the pre-quarters with a dominant 21-11, 21-11
win over Macau's Yong Iok and Ng Weng. Meanwhile, India's top men's
doubles pair Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty progressed to
the Round of 16 without playing after their Scottish opponents
Alexander Dunn and Adam Pringle withdrew at the last moment.
The home crowd at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium witnessed a
mixed day for Indian badminton. While Sindhu and Shetty kept medal
hopes alive in singles, the exits of Sen and Hooda underlined the chal-
lenges of competing at the highest level. Attention now turns to the next
round, where Sindhu faces a stern test against Wang Zhi Yi and Shetty
looks to extend his breakthrough run.

Colombo: India captain Shubman
Gill said Test victories never come
easily after India secured a con-
vincing 165-run win over Sri
Lanka in the first Test of the
series.
The victory helped India improve
their World Test Championship
(WTC) points percentage to 53.33,
although they remained fifth in
the standings. India have eight
matches remaining in the current
WTC cycle, and winning six of
them would significantly strength-
en their chances of reaching the
final.
Speaking after the match, Gill said
reaching the WTC final remains
India's ultimate objective.
"Reaching the World Test
Championship final is our ulti-
mate goal. Test victories never
come easily. This win gives us a lot
of happiness and satisfaction,"
Gill said.
India appeared to be in a strong
position during the Test, but rain
and uncertain weather conditions
raised concerns about whether the

match would reach its conclusion.
Gill credited the bowlers for fin-
ishing the contest quickly when an
opportunity presented itself.
"We were in a good position, but
because of the weather, there was
some concern about whether the
match would continue. Thankfully,
our bowlers finished the game
quickly," the India skipper said.

Gill also praised young all-rounder
Manav Suthar, who played a cru-
cial role in India's victory by
claiming 10 wickets in the Test.
The captain was impressed by
Suthar's bowling and backed him
for a bright future at the interna-
tional level.
"He is bowling exceptionally well
and looks like a player with a very

good future. I believe he can play
for India for a long time," Gill said.
Gill also lauded Devdutt Padikkal,
who was named Player of the
Match after producing a match-
winning century. The India cap-
tain was particularly impressed by
Padikkal's ability to convert his
century into a substantial score
rather than settling after reaching
three figures.
"His batting was wonderful to
watch. Scoring centuries is impor-
tant, but he did not stop after
reaching one. He went on to make
a big score and was not satisfied
with just the century. He per-
formed well in the second innings
too," Gill said.
The captain added that Padikkal's
confidence and dominance at the
crease were particularly encourag-
ing.
With the first Test victory secured,
India will now look to build
momentum in the remaining
matches of the WTC cycle as they
pursue a place in the champi-
onship final.

Test Wins Never Come Easy: Shubman Gill

India defeated Pakistan 5-3 in a thrilling Pool D
clash at the Hockey World Cup, securing their
place in the next round while eliminating their
arch-rivals from the tournament.India domi-
nated the opening half and scored four goals,
establishing a strong advantage before the
break. Captain Harmanpreet Singh and
Abhishek were the stars of the contest, scoring
two goals each to power India's impressive vic-
tory.Harmanpreet opened the scoring in the
fifth minute before Abhishek doubled India's
lead in the 11th minute. Pakistan responded,
but India continued to control the game and
maintained their attacking momentum.
Harmanpreet struck again in the 21st minute,
while Abhishek added his second goal just
three minutes later in the 24th minute. India's
relentless pressure gave them a commanding
advantage and put Pakistan under consider-
able pressure.Hardik Singh further strength-
ened India's position by scoring in the 35th
minute. With a five-goal cushion, India
appeared firmly in control of the
contest.Pakistan, however, refused to give up.
Hannan Shahid scored twice, in the 22nd and
46th minutes, while Sufyan Khan found the net
in the 24th minute. Their efforts kept Pakistan
within striking distance and ensured an
intense finish.The final quarter witnessed a
surge in pressure from Pakistan as they

searched for a way back into the contest. India
were forced to defend with discipline and com-
posure as Pakistan repeatedly threatened the
Indian goal.Despite the mounting pressure,
India held their nerve and successfully protect-
ed their two-goal advantage to complete a mem-
orable 5-3 victory.The result proved decisive for

both teams. India advanced to the next round of
the Hockey World Cup, while Pakistan's cam-
paign came to an end.With their attacking fire-
power and ability to withstand Pakistan's late
pressure, India produced a determined per-
formance in one of the tournament's most
eagerly anticipated fixtures.

India Beat Pakistan 5-3 in Hockey World Cup

BBuuddaappeesstt:: FIFA vice-president and
council member Sandor Csanyi of
Hungary has withdrawn his sup-
port for FIFA president Gianni
Infantino, saying the organisa-
tion's handling of recent contro-
versies had undermined his confi-
dence in the football governing
body's leadership.
In a letter sent to Infantino on
Tuesday and seen by AFP on
Wednesday, Csanyi said Infantino
had "lost the confidence I previous-
ly placed in you". He said his belief
that Infantino could continue to
lead FIFA successfully and effec-
tively in line with the values that
had formed the basis of their coop-
eration had been seriously weak-
ened.
Csanyi, a billionaire businessman
and banker who also heads the
Hungarian Football Federation

(MLSZ), pointed to what he
described as a series of controver-
sial decisions surrounding this
year's World Cup.
Among his concerns was informa-
tion that Infantino had been work-
ing on plans to outsource FIFA
competitions and place them
under the control of external par-

ties. Csanyi said such develop-
ments raised serious questions
about FIFA's direction and gover-
nance.However, he described the
"unexpected dismissal" of Kevin
Lamour as the final straw. Lamour,
a Frenchman who served as FIFA's
chief operating officer, had recent-
ly fallen out of favour with senior
officials after breaking ranks and
publicly criticising Infantino's
now-abandoned proposal to allow
private investment in World Cups.
Csanyi said Lamour's dismissal
pointed to "serious shortcomings
in professional judgement, ethical
standards and leadership". His
decision represents a significant
blow to Infantino as he faces grow-
ing scrutiny over his leadership
style and FIFA's decision-making
processes.The development comes
amid wider calls for greater trans-

parency and accountability within
world football's governing body.
UEFA vice-president Laura
McAllister also criticised
Lamour's dismissal on Tuesday,
saying it sent a "deeply troubling
message" to those seeking change
within FIFA.Csanyi's withdrawal
of support is particularly notable
because he is both a FIFA Council
member and one of the organisa-
tion's vice-presidents. His com-
ments could add further pressure
on Infantino at a time when FIFA
is already facing questions over its
governance and plans for the
future of its competitions.The dis-
pute highlights growing tensions
within FIFA's senior leadership
and could fuel further debate over
how major decisions are made and
how dissenting voices are treated
within the organisation.

FIFA Vice-President Withdraws Support for Infantino

ZZaannddvvoooorrtt::  Red Bull rookie
Isack Hadjar is reportedly set
to miss this weekend's Dutch
Grand Prix after suffering a
wrist injury during a training
session.
According to media reports,
the 21-year-old French driver
sustained the injury during a
routine gym session and is
unlikely to recover in time for
the Formula One race at
Zandvoort. Red Bull have not
yet officially confirmed the
injury or Hadjar's absence.
New Zealand driver Liam
Lawson is reportedly expected
to replace Hadjar for the race.
Lawson, 24, currently com-
petes for Racing Bulls and sits
ninth in the drivers' champi-
onship standings.
A one-race promotion would
represent a temporary return
to Red Bull's senior team for
Lawson. The New Zealander
made his Formula One debut
at Zandvoort in 2023 after step-
ping in for Daniel Ricciardo at
AlphaTauri when the
Australian suffered a broken
wrist.
If Lawson moves up to Red
Bull for the Dutch Grand Prix,
former Red Bull driver Yuki
Tsunoda is expected to take
his place at Racing Bulls, part-

nering Arvid Lindblad.
Hadjar's potential absence
would be a setback for a driver
who has impressed during his
rookie Formula One cam-
paign. The Frenchman has
established himself as one of
the sport's promising young
talents and is regarded as a
potential candidate for a
future seat alongside four-time
world champion Max Verstapp
en at Red Bull.
The Dutch Grand Prix will be
the 12th round of the Formula
One season. The race at
Zandvoort will be followed by

the Italian Grand Prix at
Monza two weeks later.
For Red Bull, the reported
change creates an unexpected
challenge ahead of a crucial
race weekend. Lawson's previ-
ous experience with the team
and familiarity with the
Zandvoort circuit could prove
valuable if he is called upon to
replace Hadjar.With the team
yet to make an official
announcement, attention will
now be focused on Hadjar's fit-
ness and Red Bull's final deci-
sion on its driver line-up for
the Dutch Grand Prix.

Hadjar Set to Miss Dutch GP With Wrist Injury Kyrgios Suspended 
After Positive Cocaine Test

LLoonnddoonn:: Former Wimbledon finalist Nick
Kyrgios has been provisionally suspended from
tennis after testing positive for cocaine, the
International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA)
announced on Wednesday.The 31-year-old
Australian tested positive for benzoylecgonine,
a metabolite of cocaine, from a sample collected
during an ATP 250 event in Mallorca in June. A
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)-accredited
laboratory confirmed the presence of the pro-
hibited substance on July 17, with Kyrgios' pro-
visional suspension taking effect on August 4.
Kyrgios acknowledged the violation and accept-
ed responsibility, describing it as a "huge mis-
take" in a public apology."I made a huge mistake
and I take full responsibility for it," Kyrgios
said. He apologised to his fans, family, sponsors
and those close to him, while also expressing
regret over the example his actions could set for
young followers.Cocaine is classified by WADA
as a stimulant and substance of abuse and is
prohibited in competition under tennis anti-
doping regulations.Kyrgios also provided con-
text about the difficulties he has faced in recent
years, particularly the physical and mental
impact of repeated injuries. The Australian said
his long battle with injuries had taken a signifi-
cant toll and that coming to terms with the pos-
sibility of being near the end of his playing
career had been extremely difficult.The 2022
Wimbledon finalist reached a career-high rank-
ing of 13 but has struggled to maintain his
career following a series of major injuries. He
underwent wrist reconstruction and knee sur-
geries and has played only 10 matches since the
beginning of 2023. 
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TTooxxiicc  TTeelluugguu  
PPrree--RReelleeaassee  EEvveenntt  SSeett  ffoorr  AAuugguusstt  2222
Rocking Star Yash's much-awaited action drama Toxic is gearing up for its worldwide the-
atrical release on August 26, 2026, with anticipation building steadily among fans. Directed
by Geetu Mohandas, the film is one of the most eagerly awaited releases of the year and has
generated considerable buzz with its star-studded cast and ambitious scale.
Ahead of the theatrical release, the makers are set to host a special Telugu pre-release event
in Hyderabad. The event will take place at Malla Reddy University on August 22, beginning
at 5 PM. The Toxic team is expected to travel to Hyderabad and participate in the celebra-
tions, giving Telugu audiences an opportunity to see the film's lead star and other members
of the team ahead of its release.
There is also curiosity over whether prominent Tollywood celebrities will attend the event
and extend their support to the highly anticipated project. With Yash enjoying a strong fol-
lowing across Telugu-speaking states, the pre-release function is expected to attract signifi-
cant attention from fans and moviegoers.
Toxic features an impressive ensemble cast, with Nayanthara, Kiara Advani, Rukmini
Vasanth, Huma Qureshi and Tara Sutaria playing key roles alongside Yash. The combina-
tion of established Bollywood and South Indian stars has further raised expectations sur-
rounding the film.
Geetu Mohandas, known for her distinctive filmmaking style, is directing the project. Ravi
Basrur, who has delivered several popular soundtracks for big-ticket Indian films, is compos-
ing the music, adding another major attraction to the movie.
The film is produced by Venkat K Narayana and Yash. The makers are positioning Toxic as
a major theatrical spectacle, and its release across multiple markets is expected to make it
one of the biggest film events of August.With the Telugu pre-release event now locked for
August 22 and the worldwide release scheduled for August 26, fans have only a few more days
to wait before Toxic arrives on the big screen.

Akshaye Khanna's much-awaited look as Shukracharya from
Mahakali is set to be unveiled on August 24, adding to the growing
excitement around filmmaker Prasanth Varma's cinematic universe.
The project is the latest instalment in the Prasanth Varma

Cinematic Universe (PVCU), which gained widespread atten-
tion following the success of Hanu-Man.

The makers teased the upcoming reveal on
Wednesday through the official

Instagram handle of RKD
Studios. Sharing a cryptic

post, the production house
wrote, "24th August - The
End Begins," prompting
fans to speculate about
Akshaye Khanna's
appearance as the
powerful mythologi-
cal character.
The announcement
immediately sparked
excitement among
social media users,

with many express-
ing eagerness to see
the actor in the role.
Fans reacted enthusi-
astically to the prospect

of witnessing Khanna in a

completely different avatar, with several describing his earlier glimpse as "goosebumps"-inducing.
The makers had previously unveiled the first look of Akshaye Khanna as Shukracharya. In the striking poster, the actor appeared

almost unrecognisable, sporting a flowing silver beard, ascetic robes and luminous eyes. Shukracharya is revered in Hindu mythol-
ogy as the guru of the Asuras, and the look suggested a powerful and enigmatic interpretation of the character.

The film's first look was accompanied by a description portraying Shukracharya as an eternal figure associated with rebellion against
the forces of the gods. The character is expected to play a significant role in the mythological world being created by the filmmakers.
Mahakali follows Hanu-Man as the newest project in Prasanth Varma's ambitious cinematic universe. While Varma serves as the cre-
ator of the universe, Puja Aparna Kolluru is directing the film.
Presented by RK Duggal and produced by Riwaz Ramesh Duggal under the RKD Studios banner, Mahakali features Bhoomi Shetty and
Rohit Saraf in key roles alongside Akshaye Khanna.
Announcing the project earlier, Prasanth Varma described Mahakali as the story of an invincible warrior, protector of the righteous
and destroyer of evil. The filmmaker also highlighted the film's connection to the world established through Hanu-Man.
With the glimpse of Akshaye Khanna as Shukracharya arriving on August 24, expectations are rising among fans eager to see how
the actor and the filmmakers bring the mythological character to life on screen.

KKhhaalliiffaa  FFaacceess  
LLooww  BBuuzzzz  iinn  TTeelluugguu  SSttaatteess
Mollywood star Prithviraj Sukumaran's action drama Khalifa is set to hit

theatres tomorrow in Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu. Directed by Vysakh,
the film has generated considerable interest among Malayalam audiences,
but its Telugu release is heading into theatres with relatively limited buzz.
The promotional campaign for Khalifa in the Telugu states has remained
low-key, with the makers not undertaking extensive publicity ahead of the
release. The subdued promotional activity appears to have reflected in the
advance bookings as well, which have opened to a lukewarm response so
far.
Given the limited pre-release buzz, Khalifa will have to depend heavily on
positive reviews and strong word of mouth to gain momentum in the
Telugu market. A favourable response from audiences could help the film
pick up after its opening, particularly if the action drama connects with
Telugu moviegoers.
Prithviraj Sukumaran plays Aamir Ali, the central character in the film.
The movie also features an impressive ensemble cast, including Mohanlal,
Tovino Thomas, Neil Nitin Mukesh, Krithi Shetty, Kajal Aggarwal,
Malvika Sharma and Indrans in key roles.
Mohanlal plays Mambarakkal Ahmed Ali, the grandfather of Prithviraj's
character. His presence is expected to be one of the major attractions for
audiences, particularly among fans of Malayalam cinema.
Khalifa has been written by Jinu V. Abraham, who is also producing the film along with Suraj Kumar. Jomon
T. John is handling the cinematography, while Chaman Chakko is responsible for editing. Music has been com-
posed by Jakes Bejoy.With its multi-language release, Khalifa is aiming to reach a wider South Indian audi-
ence. However, the immediate challenge remains its limited visibility in the Telugu states. The film's perform-
ance after release will largely depend on how strongly the action, performances and storyline connect with
local audiences.For now, Khalifa enters the Telugu market without significant pre-release momentum, making
the opening-day audience response and subsequent word of mouth crucial to its theatrical prospects.

GGVV  PPrraakkaasshh  KKuummaarr::  
IIrruummuuddii  TTwwiissttss  WWiillll  

SSuurrpprriissee  AAuuddiieenncceess
Music composer GV Prakash Kumar has expressed strong confidence in Irumudi, the upcoming film starring
Mass Maharaja Ravi Teja in the lead role. The emotional family drama, directed by Shiva Nirvana, is sched-
uled to hit theatres this Friday and has generated interest with its unusual blend of family emotions and
thriller elements.Priya Bhavani Shankar plays the female lead in the film, which is produced by Mythri Movie
Makers. Ahead of the release, GV Prakash Kumar interacted with the media and spoke about his experience
working on the project, praising both the story and the director's vision.Describing Irumudi as a departure
from his previous projects, GV Prakash said he had worked on love stories and commercial entertainers, but
found this film to be a highly intense thriller. He revealed that Shiva Nirvana's narration completely drew him
into the world of the movie.According to the composer, the film contains several unexpected twists that audi-
ences will find difficult to predict. He also expressed confidence that Irumudi would offer something new to
Telugu cinema and could emerge as a trendsetter.GV Prakash said the film provided considerable scope for
background scoring. He revealed that he followed a psychological approach while composing the music, simi-
lar to the method he used for Omkara. Rather than working only with individual scenes, he listens to the com-
plete story to understand the emotions and develop the appropriate musical language.The composer also high-
lighted several challenging sequences in Irumudi, explaining that he experimented with an additional musi-
cal layer to enhance their impact. The film features five songs, all of which are integrated into the narrative
rather than being separate musical sequences.Having watched the completed film, GV Prakash described it as
wonderful and said it is among his personal favourites. He also predicted that the movie could receive major
recognition, expressing hope that it could win multiple National Awards, including Best Regional Film and
Best Child Artist.With Ravi Teja leading the cast and Shiva Nirvana at the helm, Irumudi is now heading
twards its theatrical release. GV Prakash's comments have further raised expectations surrounding the film's
story, twists, emotional depth and music.
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