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Cahinet Clears RS.9,450-Crore
Rail Multitracking Projects

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
has approved four railway multi-
tracking projects worth approxi-
mately RS.9,450 crore, including a
major 90-km third and fourth line
between Gummidipundi and
Gudur covering Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu. The
Gummidipundi-Gudur project is
part of the 410-km network expan-
sion approved across Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha and
West Bengal, with completion tar-
geted by 2030-31. The project is
expected to improve rail capacity,
reduce congestion and strengthen
connectivity for P3

New Delhi, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju has
dismissed reports claiming that
China's People's Liberation Army
(PLA) had intruded near Longju in
Arunachal Pradesh and established
military camps, asserting that no
Indian territory had been occupied.
Rijiju said the Indian Army and
Indo-Tibetan  Border  Police

(ITBP) had significantly intensi-
fied patrolling along the border. He
clarified that China's construction
activity near the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) was in an area it
had occupied as far back as 1959.
Rejecting claims P3

548 Works Taken Up to
Ensure Water Supply to
Yeleru Ayacut: Ramanaidu

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Water  Resources Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu said the
Alliance government was giving
special attention to ensuring unin-
terrupted irrigation and drinking
water supply to the Yeleru reser-
voir ayacut, following the direc-
tions of Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan.

Replying to questions in the
Assembly on Wednesday regard-
ing Yellasiri canal works and water
supply, Ramanaidu said field
inspections had recently been con-
ducted with officials and local
MLAs to address problems in the
Yeleru ayacut. He said Chandra
babu Naidu, during his earlier
tenure as Chief Minister, had envi-
sioned the Purushothapatnam Lift
Irrigation Scheme P3

Assemhly Passes
AP Speed of Doing
Business Bill

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday passed
the Andhra Pradesh Omnibus
(Speed of Doing Business) Bill-
2026, aimed at simplifying regula-
tions, reducing compliance bur-
dens and creating a trust-based
regulatory framework. Minister
for Law and Minority Affairs
NMD Farooq introduced the Bill
on the third day of the Assembly
session. MLA Ramanjaneyulu
welcomed its provisions, extended
his support and urged the House to

approve the
P3
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Lokesh Dismisses False
Propaganda on Vizag Data Centres

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

HRD, IT & Electronics Minister Nara
Lokesh strongly defended the proposed
data-centre ecosystem in Visakhapatnam,
dismissing concerns over water use and
environmental impact as misinformation.
Responding to Nellimarla MLA Lokam
Madhavi in the Assembly, he said the
projects would be developed with sus-
tainability, water security and environ-
mental safeguards. Lokesh said India
needed sovereign Al infrastructure as
data generation continued to expand
through Al-enabled devices and applica-
tions. "In the current scenario, India must
build its Sovereign Al ecosystem. It is of
utmost importance to build an independ-
ent data centre ecosystem. We have to
live with AI. We have to live with Data
Centres. It is the new reality," he said.

He said Google's decision to establish a
major  data-centre  presence  in
Visakhapatnam had attracted interest
from other global technology companies.
The government aimed to build a wider
Al ecosystem covering chips, power
electronics, fibre, cooling systems and

allied industries. Addressing water con-
cerns, Lokesh said residential water sup-
plies would not be diverted for data cen-
tres. Water would come from the incre-
mental allocation of Polavaram water
through dedicated pipelines. He said 6.5
GW of data-centre capacity would
require around three TMC of water annu-
ally with current technology, while newer
cooling systems could reduce consump-
tion. Gravity-based Polavaram water sup-

ply for Visakhapatnam was expected
within 18 months. Lokesh said a 1 GW
thermal power plant consumes nearly 10
times more water than a data centre. A
70% green-energy mandate had also been
prescribed for data centres, with solar,
wind and pumped-storage power being
encouraged.

He said the 6.5 GW data-centre capacity
target set by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu had been achieved.
Three cable landing stations were being
developed in Visakhapatnam, while a 100
MLD desalination plant would strength-
en water security.

The Minister said the ecosystem would
generate employment beyond data cen-
tres, covering cooling, chips, transform-
ers, cables, logistics, warehousing, hospi-
tality, services and real estate. He said a
logistics company associated with
Google was expected to invest RS.1,000
crore in Andhra Pradesh.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw had
described Visakhapatnam as an emerging
"AI Patnam", Lokesh said, adding that
the government remained committed to
sustainable technology-led growth.

CM Hands Over RS.200 Crore Compensation
to Veligonda Displaced Families

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN

Bureau

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu handed

over a RS.200-crore compen-  period.
sation cheque to representa-  Under

tives of families displaced by
the Veligonda project at the
Assembly  premises  on
Wednesday. With the latest
release, the government has
paid RS.518 crore in compen-
sation to project-affected fam-
ilies.

Naidu said the government
recognised the sacrifices in
made by farmers and dis-
placed families for major irri-
gation projects and assured

that the remaining compensa-
tion would be released soon.
Displaced families expressed
gratitude for the government's
support during their difficult

Settlement (OTS),
RS.318 crore has already
been paid to 2,557 families
who constructed houses on
their own. The latest RS.200
crore was released under OTS
to 1,600 displaced families.

The government is also pro-
viding infrastructure facilities
seven
colonies. Works have been
completed in six colonies,
except Vemulakota, enabling

the One-Time
around

rehabilitation

AP Moves to Strengthen Organ
Donation, Transplantation Framework

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav said
the government had proposed increasing
financial assistance to families of brain-
dead organ donors from RS.10,000 to
RS.1 lakh. Introducing the Andhra
Pradesh Human Organs Transplantation
Amendment Bill-2026 in the Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday, he said the
proposal had been submitted to Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu for
approval. The House subsequently
approved the Bill. The Minister said
around 5,920 people were currently
awaiting organ transplants in the State,
including nearly 100 heart, 3,000 kidney
and 2,000 liver patients, besides four
awaiting pancreas transplants. The wait-
ing list includes patients from one-
month-old infants to 90-year-olds,
including around 40 children below 10
years. Satya Kumar Yadav said one
brain-dead donor could provide up to
eight organs and urged MLAsS to partici-
pate in awareness campaigns to dispel
myths surrounding organ donation. He
said donor families currently receive
RS.10,000 and last rites are conducted
with State honours, while employment
for eligible family members was also
being considered.

The Minister said organ transplantation
centres had increased from three to nine,
with plans to develop all 12 government
teaching hospitals as transplantation cen-
tres. He noted that 18 heart transplants
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were performed at Padmavathi Hospital
last year. He said donors increased from
41 in 2023 to 66 in 2024 and 93 in 2025,
while transplants rose from 126 to 210
and 300 respectively. So far in 2026, 74
donors have enabled more than 200
transplants, with a target of over 100
donors and 400 transplants this year.
The Bill recognises grandparents and
maternal uncles and aunts as close rela-
tives, besides allowing swap donations
between compatible families. It provides
for special officials to coordinate dona-
tions and stricter safeguards for minors
and foreign nationals. Illegal organ
removal could attract up to 10 years'
imprisonment and a RS.20 lakh fine,
while illegal trading could invite five to
10 years in prison and fines of RS.20
lakh to RS.1 crore. Deputy Speaker
Raghurama Krishna Raju approved the
Bill after discussion.

Steel Firm Accused of Defrauding Bank
of RS.24.81 Crore, CBI Registers Case

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Visakhapatnam Range, has regis-
tered a case against Omkara Vijayala
kshmi Strips Pvt Ltd, its four directors
and unknown public servants and private
persons for allegedly defrauding Union
Bank of India of RS.24.81 crore through
false financial information, inflated stock
and diversion of loan funds. The case fol-
lowed a complaint filed by Chinari
Srikanta Patro, Assistant General
Manager, Union Bank of India,
Vijayawada Zonal Office, on July 14,
2026. The accused directors were identi-

fied as Kota Bhanu Prasad, Kota Sravani,
Kota Prudhvi Venkata Teja and Kota
Rahul Sai Balaji. According to the com-
plaint, the company, incorporated in
2017 and engaged in manufacturing
ERW and galvanised pipes and other
steel products, approached the bank's
Suryaraopeta branch in 2024 to take over
its loan from Karur Vysya Bank. Based
on alleged false financial statements and
documents, the bank sanctioned credit
facilities totalling RS.24.98 crore on
February 22, 2024. A subsequent audit
allegedly revealed that while the compa-
ny declared stock worth RS.23.85

crore on May 28, 2025, P3

displaced families to gradual-
ly move into houses con-
structed in the Resettlement
and Rehabilitation colonies.

Public representatives and
leaders from the erstwhile
Prakasam district participated
in the programme.

CM Naidu to Raise AP
Issues at Southern
Zonal Council Meet

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu will attend the 31st Southern
Zonal Council meeting, chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
at Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu
on Thursday. Chief Ministers of
Andhra  Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana,
along with the Chief Minister of
Puducherry, are expected to partic-
ipate. Naidu is likely to raise sever-
al key issues concerning Andhra
Pradesh, including coordination
among southern states, resolution
of inter-state disputes and imple-
mentation of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act. He will also
discuss pending bifurcation-related
matters, infrastructure projects and
financial issues. The Chief Mini
ster is expected to urge the Centre
to expedite the division of institu-
tions listed under Schedules

IX and X, settlement P3

Naidu Directs Intensified
Search for Missing
Konaseema Fishermen

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu directed officials to intensi-
fy search and rescue operations to
trace seven fishermen from Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict who went missing at sea.

During a virtual interaction with
Minister Atchannaidu and officials
to review the search operations, the
Chief Minister enquired about the
progress in tracing the fishermen
from Odalarevu, Dummalapeta
and Vasalathippa villages in
Allavaram mandal. Officials
informed Naidu that the Coast
Guard and Marine Police were
conducting extensive searches,
while the district administration
was continuously monitoring the
operation. Two Dornier aircraft,
Navy boats and seven other boats
had been deployed P3

Smile
Please

CM Chandrababu Naidu
flipped the script, stepped
behind the lens and cap-
tured the Assembly's own
storytellers on World
Photography Day.

Naidu Alleges ‘Unprecedented’
Irregularities in APPSC Group-1Exams

Electricians, Drivers, Plumbers Evaluated Group-1
Scripts, Naidu Tells House

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
on Thursday alleged "unprecedented
irregularities" in the conduct and eval-
uation of APPSC Group-1 examina-
tions during the previous govern-
ment's tenure, saying established pro-
cedures were violated in the recruit-
ment of officers crucial to the State
administration. He made the allega-
tions during a special discussion in the
Legislative Assembly.

Naidu said the Assembly was a plat-
form for accountability and chal-
lenged the Opposition to answer the
people on the issue rather than engage
in conspiracies and counter-attacks.
He criticised the previous government
for allegedly undermining the credi-
bility of the Andhra Pradesh Public
Service Commission (APPSC).

The Chief Minister said 1.14 lakh can-
didates had applied for the Group-1
notification issued in 2018, of whom
325 were shortlisted. He alleged that
answer scripts were handled without
adequate security and, in some
instances, evaluated by allegedly
unqualified persons, including electri-
cians, drivers, plumbers, security
guards, homemakers, unemployed
persons, sales executives and laborato-
ry technicians.

He pointed out that even Class 10
answer scripts were transported under
tight security, while Group-1 scripts
were allegedly moved from the
APPSC strong room and kept at Hai-
Land resort for 84 days. He said eval-
uation was initially conducted in
Hyderabad and later at Hai-Land, with
RS.1.14 crore spent on logistics.
Naidu said the High Court had direct-
ed manual evaluation instead of digital
evaluation, but alleged that affidavits
were filed in a manner that misled the
court. He said RS.1.19 crore worth of
works were ordered to facilitate evalu-
ation at Hai-Land, while interviews
and appointments were conducted
despite court orders. The High Court
subsequently constituted a three-mem-
ber committee headed by a retired
judge to inquire into the matter.

He alleged that a panel of 158 persons
was selected, with 72 assigned evalua-
tion duties, while 25 were appointed
unofficially and another 66 allegedly
evaluated  papers unofficially.
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Evaluation material was allegedly
shared through private email accounts,
Google Drive and WhatsApp, and
answer scripts were sent to private
individuals' laptops.

Naidu said that after Gautam Sawang
assumed charge as APPSC Chairman,
orders were issued for manual evalua-
tion and 49,000 duplicate OMR slips
were printed. Of 734 OMR slips
examined, alterations were allegedly
detected in 718, while 21 had no sig-
natures. Different handwriting, over-
writing and additions were also report-
edly found. The Chief Minister further
alleged that a candidate who appeared
for the Group-1 examination was
appointed as an evaluator for the same
examination. He said examiner lists
were circulated through WhatsApp
and Telegram groups, while CCTV
cameras were unavailable in the eval-
uation hall for 17 days and mobile
phones were permitted.

Naidu also referred to forensic reports
allegedly detecting the use of whitener
on OMR evaluation slips despite
APPSC rules prohibiting it.

He said institutions belonged to the
people and future generations, not
individuals. "Institutions are not
meant for individuals; they exist for
the future of the youth," he said,
stressing the need for stringent punish-
ment for wrongdoing.

Naidu announced that the alleged
irregularities would be comprehen-
sively analysed and further action
taken. APPSC would be completely
overhauled, with transparent evalua-
tion procedures and stronger security
standards, he said. Reforms would be
undertaken after obtaining suggestions
from the public and intellectuals, he
added.

Direct Elections for Mayors,
Municipal Chairpersons Approved

Amaravati, Aug 19 | TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday approved the
Andhra Pradesh Municipal Laws (Fourth
Amendment) Bill, paving the way for
direct elections to the posts of Mayors
and Municipal Chairpersons across the
State. ~ Minister  for ~ Municipal
Administration and Urban Development
Narayana introduced the Bill in the
Assembly, stating that the proposed
amendment would replace the existing
indirect election system.

While explaining the Bill, Minister
Narayana said Mayors and Municipal
Chairpersons were elected indirectly
until 1986. Direct elections were con-
ducted between 1986 and 2005, after
which the indirect system was restored
and continued. The latest amendment
seeks to bring back direct elections,
allowing voters to directly choose the
heads of urban local bodies.

The Minister said a Mayor or
Chairperson elected directly by the peo-
ple would enjoy a stronger public man-
date and greater accountability. Such
leaders would also be less dependent on
councillors or corporators, enabling them
to take decisions more independently and
implement development programmes
faster. Narayana said direct elections
would facilitate long-term planning and
execution of projects relating to roads,
drainage, drinking water, public trans-
port, waste management and urban plan-
ning. Directly elected leaders would also
be able to coordinate more effectively
with various government departments
and agencies to accelerate development
works. He said the system would provide

-
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greater scope for attracting investments,
promoting industries and developing
tourism in cities and towns. It would also
help reduce political influence on
Mayors and Municipal Chairpersons and
enable them to focus on the overall
development of their jurisdictions.

The Minister said direct elections would
ensure that urban leadership remained
accountable to the entire electorate rather
than being dependent on the support of
individual councillors or corporators. He
stressed that the proposed system would
help address the developmental needs of
all sections of society.

Narayana said the amendment was aimed
at strengthening urban governance
through leadership backed by a direct
public mandate, quicker decision-mak-
ing, improved inter-departmental coordi-
nation and better implementation of
long-term development plans.

With the Assembly approving the Andhra
Pradesh Municipal Laws (Fourth
Amendment) Bill, the State government
has cleared the legislative framework for
restoring direct elections to Mayoral and
Municipal Chairperson posts.
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APJUDA Says Senior Residents Are
Part of Association

Ch. Shivaranjani

Amaravati: The standoff
between junior doctors
and the Andhra Pradesh
Government over stipend
revision and other profes-
sional demands continued
on Wednesday, with the
Andhra Pradesh Junior
Doctors Association
(APJUDA) continuing its
strike for the 10th day,
even as the government
appealed to doctors to
resume duties and ensure
patient services.

Junior doctors have been
protesting across the State
for the past ten days. The

Healthcare Reforms
Doctors Association-
Andhra Pradesh
(HRDA_AP) extended

support to APJUDA and
joined the protest at

Siddhartha Medical
College, Vijayawada.
HRDA_ AP wurged the
government to  hold
meaningful discussions
and arrive at a concrete,
time-bound settlement,
saying the issues involved
career prospects, profes-
sional dignity, rights and
future of the medical fra-
ternity.

APJUDA, responding to
the Health and Family
Welfare  Department's
August 19 statement,
regretted inconvenience
to patients but maintained
that doctors and faculty
continued providing serv-
ices. It clarified that
Senior Residents were
part of APJUDA and said
meetings on August 10
and 11 focused mainly on
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substantial stipend hike.

August 15 meeting large-
ly concerned withdrawal
from emergency services.
The association also said
two other issues remained
unresolved-National
Medical Commission reg-
ulations concerning
recruitment of MSc- and
PhD-qualified candidates
and opposition to the pro-
posed increase in retire-
ment age to 65 years. At
the centre of the dispute is
APJUDA's demand for a

ANDHRAPRADESH
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Initially seeking 30%, the
association said it was
willing to reduce the
demand to 20% consider-
ing the State's financial
position. It rejected the
government's proposed
5% and 3% increases as
inadequate against infla-
tion and accumulated
revision gaps. The gov-
ernment proposed a 5%
increase for interns from
January 1, 2026, followed

stipend revision, while the

MLA Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy
Raises Kovur Issues in Assembly

Amaravati, Aug 19 | TPN
Bureau

Kovur MLA Vemireddy
Prashanthi Reddy on
Wednesday raised key pub-
lic issues in the Legislative
Assembly, urging the gov-
ernment to address house-
hold splitting and land
record problems in the
constituency.

Reddy said the household
splitting process had not
been undertaken since the
Alliance government
assumed office, leaving
married couples and sepa-
rately living families
unrecognised as separate
household wunits. As a
result, several eligible poor
families were unable to
access welfare schemes.
She urged the government

household
splitting immediately.
The MLA also raised land

to facilitate

issues in  Kodavalur
Mandal, stating that nearly
400 acres across four vil-
lages had been wrongly
recorded as government
land during a previous re-
survey. She said farmers
possessed pattadar pass-
books for lands allotted
nearly 90 years ago and
had cultivated them for
generations.

Reddy said the errors had
caused serious injustice to
farmers and that similar
issues existed elsewhere in
the constituency. She urged
the government to conduct
a comprehensive review
and restore the land records
in the names of eligible
farmers.

AP TET June 2026 Preliminary
Answer Key Released

Amaravati, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

The preliminary answer keys
and candidates' response
sheets for the AP TET June
2026 examination were
made available from the
night of August 19, AP TET
June 2026 Convener M.V.
Krishna Reddy said.

A total of 2,38,252 candi-
dates registered for the Tea
cher Eligibility Test, while
2,18,254 candidates, or
91.61%, appeared for the ex
amination conducted over 11
days from August 5 to 16.
Candidates can access the

preliminary  keys  and
response sheets through the
official AP TET websites,
tet2dsc.apcfss.in and cse.
ap.gov.in. Objections, if any,
must be submitted through
the candidate-login portal by
August 27.M.V. Krishna
Reddy clarified that objec-
tions would be accepted only
through the prescribed
online process. Objections
submitted in person, by post
or through messages would
not be entertain ed. Candi
dates have been advised to
carefully review the keys
and submit objections within
the stipulated deadline.

Alliance Government Resolving
Household Mapping Issues: Dola

Amaravati, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Minister  for  Swarna
Gramam and Swarna Ward
Dola Sree Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy said
the previous YSRCP gov-
ernment carried out house-
hold mapping in an arbi-
trary and vindictive manner,
resulting in eligible benefi-
ciaries being deprived of
welfare schemes.

Responding to questions
raised in the Assembly on
Wednesday by MLAs
Dhulipalla Narendra Kum
ar, Konathala Ramakri shna
and Sundarapu Vijay Kum
ar, the Minister said individ-
uals had been mapped from
one district to another with-
out proper justification dur-
ing the previous administra-
tion.He said the Alliance
government had  been
addressing these issues
since assuming office and
had so far resolved 2.16
lakh requests relating to

ration cards and changes or
additions to household map-
ping records.

Dola Sree Bala Veeranjan
eya Swamy said the govern-
ment was committed to
ensuring that eligible bene-
ficiaries receive welfare
benefits without facing dif-
ficulties caused by errors in
household  mapping.The
Minister also annou nced
that all employees working
in Swarna Gramam and
Swarna Wards would be
provided promotions. He
said the concerned depart-
ments had already submit-
ted proposals for the promo-
tions and steps were being
taken to implement them.
He assured the Assembly
that every eligible employee
working under the Swarna
Gramam and Swarna Ward
programmes would receive
due career advancement,
while the government woul
d continue resolving pend-
ing household mapping-
related grievances.

by an automatic 3% annu-
al increase. For postgrad-
uate and super-specialty
students, it proposed a 3%
annual increase, replacing
the existing two-year
revision cycle.

According to the Health
Department, interns cur-
rently receive RS.25,906,
while the government
spends about RS.586.08
crore annually on junior
doctors' stipends. A 15%
hike would add an esti-

mated RS.87.91 crore
annually. Health
Secretary G.  Veera
Pandian, Director of

Medical Education Dr.
Vishnuvardhan and other
officials participated in
discussions with APJU-
DA representatives. The
Chief Minister was also
briefed and directed offi-
cials to continue negotia-
tions. The government
said patient welfare must
remain the priority and
urged doctors to resume

emergency services.
APJUDA, however,
sought direct talks with
the  Chief Minister,
Deputy Chief Minister,
Finance Minister and

Health Minister, main-
taining that the strike
would continue until its
demands were satisfacto-
rily resolved. HRDA AP
reiterated its support for
the agitation and called
for an early settlement.

Alliance Government Restored
BCs’ Political nghts- Ravmdra

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN

Bureau

Minister for Mines, Geology and
Excise Kollu Ravindra thanked
Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu for restoring 34% reserva-
tions for Backward Classes (BCs),
would

saying the decision

strengthen their political,

and economic advancement.
Ravindra said the Telugu Desam
Party had played a key role in
empowering BCs. He recalled that
NTR abolished the feudal Patel-
Patwari and Karanam-Munsif sys-
tems and introduced 20% reserva-
tion for BCs in local bodies, while
Chandrababu Naidu increased the
quota to 34% after assuming
office.He alleged that former
Jagan Reddy

Chief Minister

social

in the TDP.

reduced BC reservatlons to 24%,
resulting in nearly 16,800 political
opportunities being lost by BCs.
He also alleged that false cases
and other forms of harassment
were used to suppress BC leaders

Ravindra said the Alliance govern-

ment was committed to BC wel-
fare and would provide continued
support for their political, social
and economic progress.

He assured that legislation would
be enacted to safeguard 34% BC

reservations and prevent future

hurdles.

Kadapa, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS),
Vijayawada Branch
Office, conducted a
search and seizure oper-
ation at M/s KNR
Hallmarking and
Assaying Centre in

seizing gold jewellery
carrying spurious BIS
markings and equipment
allegedly used to create
counterfeit hallmarks.

The operation was con-
ducted by a BIS team
comprising Shanmukha
Shiva  Palli, Joint
Director; T. Arjun, Joint
Director; and Durgum
Vivek Vardhan Reddy,
Deputy Director.
Hallmarking representa-
tives BDN Malleswarao
and Putta Ajay Kumar
also accompanied the
officials.The team sei
zed approximately 72.71

grams of gold jew ellery
without the mandatory
Hallmark Unique
Identification (HUID)
and bearing spurious
BIS logo and fineness
markings. A laser mark-
ing machine allegedly
used for counterfeit BIS
hallmarks, along with a

computer system and a
pen drive containing
fake BIS markings, was
also seized.Prem Sajani
Patnala, Scientist-E/Dir
ector & Head, BIS Vijay
awada Branch Office,
said action would be ini-
tiated under Section 29
of the BIS Act, 2016, for

violations under Section
14(6). The provision
includes imprisonment
of up to one year or a
fine of at least ?1 lakh.
BIS urged consumers to
verify HUIDs through
the BIS Care app and
report misuse of BIS
marks.

Ayyanna Patrudu Urges Youth to
Enter Pﬂllllﬂs for Social SGWIGG

Amaravati, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh
Assembly Educational
Tour continued to draw
students, offering them
an opportunity to under-
stand legislative func-
tioning, democratic val-
ues and the role of elect-
ed representatives. On
Wednesday, 858 stu-

dents from various
schools  visited the
Assembly premises and
witnessed House pro-
ceedings. So far, 1,117
students from 16 scho
ols have participated in
the programme.As part
of the tour, 120 students
from Gunadala Next
Gen School interacted
with Assembly Speaker
Chintakayala Ayyanna

Patrudu and Deputy
Speaker Raghu Rama
Krishna Raju. During an
interval, Ayyanna
Patrudu interacted with
the students, answered
their questions and
posed for photographs
with them.

Addressing the students,
Speaker Ayyanna Patru
du encouraged youth to
enter politics and serve

society rather than restr
icting themselves to edu-
cation, careers and fami-
ly life. He said greater
participation of young
people in public life
would help strengthen
society and democratic
institut ions. Legislators
Kamin eni Srinivas and
Bonda Uma, along with
school teachers, partici-
pated in the programme.
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Veligonda Project Set for August
Completion, Says Ramanaidu

Another $200 Crore Released for Displaced Families

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Veligonda project is set for comple-
tion this month, with the government
accelerating works to bring Krishna
waters to drought-prone and fluoride-
affected areas of the erstwhile Prakasam
district, Water Resources Minister N.
Ramanaidu said on Wednesday.

He recalled that the foundation stone was
laid in 1996 by then Chief Minister and
present Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, describing the project as a three-
decade-old aspiration. Ramanaidu said
Chandrababu Naidu had fixed August
2026 as the completion target during a
2024 Water Resources Department
review.

"Veligonda is going to bring light into the
lives of people in drought-prone and flu-
oride-affected areas," Ramanaidu said.
He said 7 km of lining work remained in
Tunnel-2 when the Alliance government
assumed office, of which 6,907 metres
had been completed. The remaining 81
metres were expected to be finished with-
in five or six days. The 1,900-tonne, 175-

metre-long Tunnel Boring Machine was
also removed, with 300 tonnes of debris
remaining.

The government completed head regula-
tor works and removed 80,000 metric
tonnes of muck from the approach chan-

nel. Ramanaidu said $460 crore was
sanctioned for the 21-km feeder canal.
The government had paid $318 crore to
2,557 displaced families and handed over
another $200 crore to 1,600 families. He
said $3,000 crore was spent in two years
and four of seven rehabilitation colonies
were completed.

APIAC Condemns Bhumana's Remarks
Against Tirupati Collector

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

APJAC Amaravati State Chairman
Bopparaju Venkateswarlu and State
Secretary General Palisetti Damodara
Rao on Wednesday strongly condemned
former public representative and senior
politician Bhumana Karunakar Reddy's
alleged inappropriate and unparliamen-
tary remarks against the Tirupati District
Collector.

In a statement, they said criticism of the
Collector or District Executive Magist
rate should be made through proper
democratic and legal channels. "If the
actions or conduct of the District
Collector are incorrect, they should be
challenged with evidence before the
government or appropriate courts.
Using improper or abusive language
against an official is inappropriate,” they
said.

The APJAC leaders said public represen-
tatives and government employees must
conduct themselves within the bounds of
law and democratic values.

They observed that personally targeting
a District Collector through public plat-
forms and the media undermined the
dignity of public office.Bopparaju
Venkateswarlu and Palisetti Damodara
Rao said such remarks were unexpected
from Bhumana Karunakar Reddy, con-
sidering his experience as a senior politi-
cian and former public representative.
They advised public figures to maintain
dignity and restraint while criticising
officials.

APJAC Associate Chairman T.V. Phani

Perraju, Treasurer Thimmasarthi Nag
eswara Rao and Revenue Services Assoc
iation State General Secretary Ramisetti
Venkata Rajesh also demanded immedi-
ate withdrawal of the remarks.

Ongole Gets Integrated
Wellness Centre

Ongole, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Founder
of The Art of Living, laid the foundation
stone for EBG Group's integrated well-
ness development spread across more
than 55 acres at Sai Vishnu Chaturvatika
in Ongole on Wednesday.

The project will bring together Carlton
Wellness Retreat, Sri Sri Panchakarma &
Tattva Centre and Sri Sri Ravishankar
Vidya Mandir, creating an integrated

ecosystem  combining  hospitality,
Ayurveda, education and nature-based
living.

Carlton Wellness Retreat will be devel-
oped by EBG Realty, while the Sri Sri
Panchakarma & Tattva Centre and Sri
Sri Ravishankar Vidya Mandir will be
developed by The Art of Living.

Vi

Speaking at the event, Gurudev Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar said true wellbeing
involved caring for the body, breath,
mind, intellect, memory and ego, with
yoga, Ayurveda, pranayama, meditation
and knowledge contributing to a healthi-
er and happier life.

Dr. Irfan Khan, Founder & CEO, EBG
Group, said the development aimed to
combine sustainable engineering with
conscious living through clean air, natu-
ral light, holistic healing and native land-
scaping.

Suresh Goyal, Group President, EBG
Group, said the Carlton Wellness Retreat
would involve a proposed investment of
745 crore and include 35 two-bedroom
villas and 36 plots.

Hari Kiran, Co-founder, EBG Group,
also attended the ceremony.

Yagna Sai Wins Silver at
Junior National Aquatics

Bhubaneswar, August 18 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh swimmer M. Yagna Sai
won the silver medal in the 200M
Freestyle Boys Group 1B at the 52nd
Junior National Aquatics Championships
2026 in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, on
Tuesday.

Representing Andhra Pradesh, Yagna Sai
clocked 1:56.63 to secure the runner-up
position in the prestigious national-level
championship. His performance marked
a strong showing for the State at the
championships, being held from August

18 to 23.

The achieve-
ment has
brought recog- ¥
nition to
Andhra Prad
esh's you ng
swimming tal-
ent, with Yagn
a Sai demon-
strating  his
competitive strength in

the 200M
Freestyle event at the national stage.

Internal Panel To Probe Allegations
Against AYUSH Department

Vijayawada, August 20 |  Director, AYUSH

TPN Bureau Department.In a commu-
nication dated August 18,

The Andhra Pradesh Dr. V. Radhika Reddy,

Government has consti-
tuted an Internal Inquiry
Committee to examine
allegations of continuous
harassment, victimisation,
administrative interfer-
ence, sexual harassment
and other irregularities
raised by Dr. D. Jhansi
Laxmi Bhai, Inspector,
Board of Indian Medicine
and Homeopathy, O/o the

Additional Director of
Medical Education
(ADME), asked the
Director, AYUSH
Department, Andhra
Pradesh, Vijayawada, to
make Dr. Jhansi Laxmi
Bhai available for the
inquiry on August 20.The
committee was constitut-
ed following the Health,
Medical & Family

Welfare (F) Department
Memo dated August 14,
2026, and Dr. Jhansi
Laxmi Bhai's complaint
dated July 31, received
on August 13.The
Additional Director,
Office of the Director of
Medical Education,
Andhra Pradesh,
Vijayawada, has been
designated as Presiding
Officer. The committee
will submit its report to
the Government within
one month.
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Lokesh's 'DSC Ghallenge’ Turns

T 3,36 LAKH®
Y 3APPLLE°
4 16,347 POSTS

NTS
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N 148 DAYS
enT
RANSPARENT
TR oRoCESS

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Amaravati: The political battle over Mega
DSC-2025 recruitment has moved from the
Assembly floor to social media, with HRD
and IT Minister Nara Lokesh turning his
challenge to YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy into a running political narra-
tive on X. Lokesh has repeatedly challenged

DEBATE
ON DSC-20257
T'LL GIVE YOU HOME
ADVANTAGE...
YOU'RE A
Former CM
I'M A FIRST-TIME MLA!

IRREGULARITIES !
PAPER LEAK!
CBI PROBE!
LOKESH RESIGN! .

Jagan to face him in an open debate on the
allegations surrounding DSC recruitment.
His latest posts have added a teasing ele-
ment to the confrontation, including a refer-
ence to giving the "former CM" home
advantage because he is a "first-time
MLA". In another post, Lokesh said he was
waiting for the second day for Jagan to
accept the challenge. The minister has also

POLITICS

< Following

used cartoon-style videos and sharp social-
media messaging to target the Opposition,
accusing it of creating "fake outrage" while
avoiding the DSC discussion in the House.
The posts have drawn considerable atten-
tion, giving the recruitment controversy a
parallel life beyond legislative proceedings.
The YSRCP, however, has continued to
allege irregularities in the recruitment
process. Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council Botcha Satyanarayana
on Wednesday demanded a CBI probe into
alleged DSC-2025 irregularities and paper
leak and sought Nara Lokesh's resignation.
The YSRCP has also pressed for a detailed
discussion in the Legislative Council, lead-
ing to repeated disruptions.

Lokesh, meanwhile, has defended the

Assembly Row into Political Showdown

Lokesh ...

226K posts

Lokesh Nara &

Following

recruitment, saying more than 3.36 lakh
candidates applied for 16,347 posts and
appointments were completed in 148 days.
He has also alleged that YSRCP-linked
challenges attempted to derail the process.
With Lokesh's provocative posts, animated
videos and repeated "debate" challenge, the
DSC controversy is increasingly becoming
a political contest over who is willing to
face scrutiny before the public-and who will
blink first.

Jagan Calls On YSRCP
Cadres to Gear Up for
Local Body Polls

Tadepalli, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Former Chief Minister and YSRCP
President Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
called on party leaders and workers to
prepare for the upcoming local body
elections with the sole objective of secur-
ing victory. Addressing elected represen-
tatives of local bodies, leaders and key
party workers from the Rajahmundry
Rural Assembly constituency at the
YSRCP central office on Wednesday, he
claimed there was growing public resent-
ment against the Alliance government.
Jagan alleged that law and order had
deteriorated, with sand, soil and liquor
mafias operating across the State. He
also alleged attempts were being made to
suppress public dissent and divert atten-
tion from incidents, including the death
of Dr. Priyanka in Rajahmundry.

He urged cadres to remain connected
with people and face political challenges,
asserting that YSRCP enjoyed strong

”‘7 . - W A ‘ﬁ
public support. Jagan said his Padayatra
would begin in another year and elec-
tions would follow, expressing confi-
dence that YSRCP would win whenever
polls were held. Meanwhile, YSRCP
MLC Thumati Madhava Rao met Jagan
and thanked him for the opportunity to
serve as Legislative Council Deputy
Chairman. Jagan congratulated him on
his unanimous election.

YS Jagan Assures Support to
Eedumudi Yadava Families

Tadepalli, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Lokesh Congratulates Varla
Ramaiah on MLG Election

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

Former Chief Minister and YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy assured pro-
tection and legal support to Yadava families from Eedumudi village in Prakasam dis-
trict who approached him over an alleged attack and subsequent police action.

The families explained the alleged assault, filing of a counter-case against the victims
and difficulties they were facing. Jagan assured them that YSRCP would extend full
support until justice was secured.YSRCP State Secretary Botla Rama Rao said
Atalamudi Anil and Madhubabu were allegedly attacked while grazing sheep and
assaulted again near the TDP office. He said a case was registered and a government
hospital medical report was available, but a counter-case was later filed against the
victims. Rama Rao questioned how Yadavas and BCs could remain unsafe in
Eedumudi, which was projected as a P-4 model village. Madhubabu alleged that he
and his brother were abused in the name of caste, beaten and threatened with death for
speaking about the incident.

Botcha Demands CBI Probe
into DSC-2025 Irregularities

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

HRD and IT Minister Nara
Lokesh conveyed his best
wishes to senior TDP leader
Varla Ramaiah on his election
as a member of the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Council
under the Governor's quota.
In a post, Lokesh said
Ramaiah expressed gratitude
for the opportunity to serve as
an MLC. Lokesh urged the
newly elected member to
ensure that the voice of the
alliance government is heard
more  strongly in  the
Legislative Council.

Lokesh said Ramaiah's expe-
rience and commitment would
strengthen the government's
representation in the Council.
He also wished Ramaiah suc-
cess in discharging his respon-
sibilities as an MLC and serv-
ing the interests of the people.

YS Jagan Congratulates Thumati
Madhava Rao, Isaac Basha

&
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Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Council Botcha Satyanarayana alleged that the
coalition government had played with the future of unemployed youth by turning DSC
teacher posts into "jobs for sale". He demanded an immediate CBI probe into alleged
DSC-2025 irregularities and paper leak, and called for Education Minister Nara
Lokesh's resignation, holding him morally responsible for the recruitment process.
Botcha challenged the government to extend the Assembly session by two or three
days and hold a comprehensive debate on DSC and Group-I recruitment. He alleged
that the government had avoided responding to YSRCP questions in the Legislative
Council for the third consecutive day despite repeated demands for discussion.

He also criticised the ruling coalition for walking out without congratulating newly
elected Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council Thumati Madhava Rao, describ-
ing it as an unhealthy parliamentary practice and disrespect to legislative conventions.
On BC reservations, Botcha accused TDP of hypocrisy, recalling that Chandrababu
Naidu had earlier sought to reduce BC reservations from 34% to 24% through court
interventions. He claimed the YS Jagan government ensured over 50% of political
positions went to BCs, SCs and STs. "Order a CBI probe, make Lokesh resign and
extend the session. YSRCP is ready to debate every issue," Botcha said.

YSRCP Seeks Municipal
Polls After SIR Rolls

Tadepalli, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Tadepalli, August 19 | TPN
Bureau

YSRCP president and for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy con-
gratulated YSRCP MLC
Thumati Madhava Rao on
his unanimous election as
Deputy Chairman of the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Council.

Madhava Rao called on
Jagan at the YSRCP Central

Office in Tadepalli along
with his family members and
thanked him for the opportu-
nity to serve as Deputy
Chairman. He assured Jagan
that he would discharge his
responsibilities with dignity
and commitment. Jagan
extended his best wishes for
a successful tenure. Several
YSRCP MLCs also congrat-
ulated Madhava Rao.

Separately, YSRCP MLC
Isaac Basha met Jagan and

thanked him for appointing
him as the YSRCP Whip in
the Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Council. Basha
assured that he would coor-
dinate with party MLCs and
follow the party's decisions
and directions while dis-
charging his responsibilities
with sincerity and discipline.
Jagan and other YSRCP
MLCs congratulated Basha
and wished him success in
his new role.

Naidu Plotting Again to Dilute
BC Quota: Anil Kumar Yadav

Tadepalli, August 19 | TPN Bureau

YSRCP MLCs, led by party State General Secretary Lella Appi Reddy, urged Andhra
Pradesh State Election Commissioner Anil Chandra Punetha to hold municipal elec-
tions only after completion of the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and pub-
lication of final electoral rolls. In a representation, the party pointed out that the State
Election Commission had fixed September 3, 2026, for preparing ward-wise munici-
pal electoral rolls, while final SIR rolls are scheduled for October 3. YSRCP said
preparing municipal rolls before completion of claims, objections and verification
could exclude genuine voters while retaining disputed entries involving deceased,
duplicate, shifted, absent and untraceable voters. The party requested the SEC to
revise the September 3 deadline and prepare municipal rolls using the final SIR data-
base. It said the demand was aimed at ensuring free, fair and credible elections with-
out compromising eligible citizens' voting rights.

Former Minister and YSRCP leader
Poluboyina Anil Kumar Yadav alleged that
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu was once
again attempting to deceive BCs over the pro-
posed 34% reservation in local bodies.
Speaking at the YSRCP central office, he said
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy had issued orders in
2019 for 34% BC reservation, but the move
was stalled after Chandrababu's associate
Birru Pratap Reddy approached the courts.

Anil alleged that the ruling party was plan-
ning to announce 34% reservation, get it
challenged through its own supporters,
reduce it to 24% and blame YSRCP. He said
BCs would expose the strategy in the local-

body elections. He claimed YSRCP provided
BCs 11 MP seats, four Rajya Sabha positions,
28 of 58 MLC posts, nine of 13 Mayor posts,
six of 13 Zilla Parishad Chairperson posts
and 44 of 84 Municipal Chairperson posts.
Around 76 of 196 Market Yard Chairperson
posts were also given to BCs.

Anil alleged that Chandrababu had targeted
BC leaders including Seediri Appalaraju,
Virupaksha, Karumuri Sunil and Jogi
Ramesh through cases. He questioned why
senior BC leaders Atchannaidu, Kala Venkata
Rao and Palla Srinivasa Rao were not consid-
ered for the Deputy Chief Minister's post.
"BCs will judge Chandrababu by whether
34% reservation is actually implemented,"
Anil said.
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548 Works Taken Up to Ensure Water
Supply to Yeleru Ayacut: Ramanaidu

Continue

to supply water to the Yeleru ayacut even before completion of the
Polavaram project. "Because of Chandrababu Naidu's foresight
and the progress of the Polavaram Left Canal works, irrigation and
drinking water are being supplied to the Yeleru ayacut,"
Ramanaidu said. He said water was being supplied to the 53,000-
acre Yeleru reservoir ayacut and 1.48 lakh-acre Pushkara ayacut
despite challenging conditions such as Super El Nifo. The govern-
ment was currently releasing 950 cusecs to Yeleru, with 2.6 TMC
supplied so far.

Ramanaidu said the previous government had neglected the
Polavaram Left Canal, while the Alliance government spent
RS.1,800 crore in two years, completing river crossings at Pampa,
Tandava and Yeleru and 11 highway-crossing bridges.

He said 548 Operation and Maintenance works were completed in
two years at RS.25 crore. Another RS.15.84 crore proposal was
submitted for O&M works to ensure uninterrupted supply.
Ramanaidu alleged that illegal sand mining had lowered the Yeleru
riverbed and that the previous government had released no funds
for O&M works in the ayacut. He reiterated the government's
commitment to providing continuous irrigation water to farmers
and drinking water to residents.

Assembly Passes AP Speed
of Doing Business Bill

Continue

legislation. Speaker Chintakayala Ayyanna Patrudu announced its
passage after members approved the proposals.

Farooq said the Bill seeks to implement reforms suggested by the
Government of India to streamline procedures, improve ease of
living for citizens and accelerate business and government servic-
es. Under amendments to the Andhra Pradesh Fire Service Act-
1999, fire safety regulations have been aligned with international
standards. References to the National Building Code have been
removed, while a third-party fire audit system has been proposed
for renewal of fire safety certificates. The Bill also provides for
empanelment, qualifications, standards, duties, supervision and
disciplinary procedures for audit agencies.

The Minister said a two-tier institutional mechanism comprising
state and district committees would be established under the
Andhra Pradesh Industrial Single Window Clearance Act-2002 to
monitor industrial clearances, with defined authority and mandato-
ry escalation mechanisms. Another key provision is the introduc-
tion of an 'auto-appeal' mechanism under the Andhra Pradesh
Public Services Delivery Guarantee Act-2017. If a service is
rejected or not delivered within the stipulated period, an appeal
would be deemed automatically filed, with the appellate authority
required to decide it within 21 days.

The legislation also enables authorities to order compensation to
applicants in addition to directing delivery of the delayed service.

Cabinet Clears RS.9,450-Crore
Rail Multitracking Projects

Continue

passengers and freight. The projects are being planned under the
PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, focusing on multimodal
connectivity and logistics efficiency. The enhanced network will
benefit movement of coal, iron ore, cement, steel, containers, auto-
mobiles and foodgrains.

The four projects will improve connectivity to 6,448 villages with
a population of about 60 lakh. The capacity augmentation is
expected to facilitate an additional 76 million tonnes per annum of
freight traffic.

The Railways said the projects would also reduce logistics costs,
oil imports and carbon emissions while supporting economic
activity and employment opportunities.

Rijiju Rejects Reports of
PLA Intrusion Near Longju

Continue

that Chinese forces had occupied Indian villages and set up camps,
Rijiju said there was no truth in such reports. He noted that Longju
had remained disputed for decades due to the absence of a clearly
demarcated boundary along the LAC, while India also maintains a
post at the border point.

Rijiju cautioned that unverified reports could undermine the
morale of military personnel and security forces deployed in the
region. He said movement between India and China in the area
ceased after the 1962 war, while Chinese military activity along
the mountain ranges had increased.

Steel Firm Accused of Defrauding Bank
of RS.24.81 Crore, CBI Registers Case

Continue

only stock worth RS.25 lakh was physically available on June 27,
2025. The company allegedly failed to provide supporting docu-
ments for book debts and debtor details.

The complaint also alleged diversion of funds, unauthorised
changes in directorship and statutory auditors, and movement of
stock without informing the bank.

The CBI booked the accused under provisions relating to criminal
conspiracy, criminal breach of trust, cheating, forgery and use of
forged documents, along with relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

CM Naidu to Raise AP Issues at
Southern Zonal Council Meet?

Continue

of assets and liabilities and resolution of pending financial matters,
including the revenue gap and taxation issues.

He will also seek Central support for infrastructure projects envis-
aged under the State Reorganisation Act, including
Dugarajapatnam Port, Visakhapatnam-Vijayawada Metro, railway
connectivity, airport development and industrial corridors.

Naidu will thank the Centre for supporting the South Coast
Railway Zone headquartered in Visakhapatnam and funding the
Polavaram Project. He is also expected to seek approvals, funding
and Central assistance for several pending projects.

Naidu Directs Intensified Search
for Missing Konaseema Fishermen

Continue

to locate the missing fishermen. Fishing boats from Kakinada,
Bhairavapalem, Visakhapatnam and Paradip were also alerted and
assisting in gathering information about the missing boat, officials
said. They further informed the Chief Minister that some boats had
been spotted around 14 nautical miles from Paradip and efforts
were underway to ascertain whether they were connected to the
missing fishermen.

Naidu directed officials to coordinate all agencies involved and
intensify efforts until the fishermen were traced. He also instruct-
ed authorities to keep the families of the missing fishermen regu-
larly informed about developments in the search operation.
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YSRGP Doctors Wing Urges DME
to Resolve Doctors' Strike

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

The YSRCP NTR District
Doctors Wing, led by
Chairman Dr. Ambati Naga
Radhakrishna Yadav, urged
the Director of Medical
Education (DME),
Vijayawada, to urgently
resolve the ongoing protest
by junior doctors and
restore healthcare services

at  Government General
Hospital (GGH),
Vijayawada.

In a representation, the doc-
tors' wing extended full sup
port to the Andhra Pradesh
Junior Doctors Association
(APJUDA), stating that
their demands for timely
stipend revision and clear-
ance of pending dues were
legitimate. It also expressed

concern over the disruption
of regular and emergency
medical services, affecting
vulnerable and middle-class
patients.

The wing urged the DME to
immediately engage with
APJUDA, issue a formal
and time-bound govern-
ment order addressing stipe
nd and pending payment
issues, and create condi-
tions for the restoration of
regular, emergency and crit-
ical care services.

It appealed for swift and
empathetic action to protect
patients and restore public
confidence. Copies of the
representation were also
forwarded to the Principal
Secretary, Health, Medical
& Family Welfare Depart
ment, Government of Andh
ra Pradesh, Amaravati.

r

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Newly elected Rajya
Sabha Member
Lingamaneni Ramesh vis-
ited Goddess Kanaka
Durga at the Kanaka Durga
Temple atop Indrakeeladri
in Vijayawada along with
his family and children.
Temple Chairman Borra
Radhakrishna, Executive
Officer (EO) V.K. Seena
Naik and members of the
governing council wel-
comed Ramesh on his
arrival.

Ramesh and his family
performed special prayers

Prayers at Ilurga Temple
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to Goddess Kanaka Durga
and sought her blessings.
Following the prayers,
temple priests offered
Vedic blessings to the
Rajya Sabha Member and
his family.

The priests also presented
Teertha-Prasadam to them.
Temple officials and gov-
erning council members
extended their greetings to
Ramesh and wished him
success in his new respon-
sibility as a Rajya Sabha
Member.

The visit concluded with
the family receiving the
temple's traditional bless-
ings and prasadam.

Prayers at Indrakeeladri

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Art of Living founder Sri
Sri Ravi Shankar Guruji
visited Sri Durga Malle
swara Swamy Devasthanam
atop  Indrakeeladri on
Wednesday and offered spe-
cial prayers to Goddess Sri

Kanaka Durga. Former
Member of Parliament
Gokaraju Gangaraju

accompanied him.

Temple Chairman Borra
Radhakrishna  (Gandhi),
Executive Officer (EO)
V.K. Seena Naik and Trust
Board members accorded
Guruji a traditional wel-

come and supervised
arrangements for his visit.
Guruji and the accompany-
ing dignitaries had darshan
of the Goddess and partici-
pated in special rituals at the
sanctum sanctorum. Follo
wing the prayers, temple
Vedic scholars offered bless
ings.Chairman Borra
Radhakr ishna and EO V.K.
Seena Naik presented Guru
ji with the Goddess's Shes
ha Vast ram, Teertha-Prasa
dam and a portrait of Godd
ess Ka naka Durga.

Trust Board members, tem-
ple officials and devotees
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Teaching Must Extend Beyond the
Classroom: Chandrasekhar Boddapati

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Renowned  writer and
English education expert
Chandrasekhar Boddapati
said teachers should go
beyond the classroom cur-
riculum and contribute to
students' overall personali-
ty and skill development.

He was speaking at a skill
development and training
programme for college fac-
ulty organised jointly by
the IQAC and R&D Cell of
KBN College on
Wednesday. He stressed the
importance of inspiring

L

students, building confi-
dence and identifying their
talents. Effective commu-
nication, empathy, creativi-
ty and innovative thinking
were essential for teaching,
he said.Principal Dr. G.
Krishnaveni urged faculty
to adopt practical and inno-
vative approaches to make

teaching engaging and
meaningful. IQAC
Coordinator ~ Shameem,

R&D Cell Director Dr. K.
Kiran Kumar, Assistant
Director Dr. K. Saikrishna,
Vice-Principals Dr. M.
Venkateswara Rao and P.L.
Ramesh participated.

Gannavaram, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

A major road improvement
has been completed on the
NH-216H railway flyover on
the Hanuman Junction-
Nuzvid stretch, providing
relief to commuters who had
been struggling with massive
potholes for years. The high-
way connects Machilipatnam
in Andhra Pradesh with Kallur
in Telangana via Hanuman
Junction and Nuzvid.

The road works were taken up
under the NDA coalition gov-
ernment following persistent
complaints from motorists
and residents about the poor
condition of the flyover.
Officials decided that routine
patchwork would not provide
a lasting solution and opted to
lay a fresh asphalt surface
across the entire flyover.
National = Highway  DE
Satyanarayana was consulted
before the work was launched

VIJAYAWADA

last week, and the resurfacing
has now been completed.
Locals welcomed the initia-
tive, saying the damaged
stretch had caused consider-
able inconvenience, particu-
larly to two-wheelers and
heavy vehicles.

"The potholes had become
dangerous, especially during
the night and rains. The new
surface has made the journey
much safer and smoother," a
local commuter, Veera
Venkata Swamy, told True
Point.

Another resident, M
Ramulamma, said the work
had been completed quickly
and expressed hope that the
road would be maintained
regularly to prevent further
deterioration.

The project was personally
monitored by Garikapati Siva
Shankar, Janasena leader from
Gannavaram constituency and
Director of the Andhra
Pradesh Roads Development

Point, he said the objective
was to provide a durable road
facility rather than temporary
repairs.

Durga Temple Ready to Open
$52.50-Crore Prasadam Facilities

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

The Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Devasthanam on
Indrakeeladri is all set to inau-
gurate two major facilities
dedicated to devotees on
August 21. The new Sri
Kanaka Durga Anna Prasada
Sadanam and Sri Durga
Bhavani Maha  Prasada
Bhavan (Laddu Potu) have
been constructed at a com-
bined cost of $52.50 crore.

The facilities are expected to
strengthen  the  temple's
annadanam and prasadam
infrastructure and improve the
preparation, distribution and
serving of food to the large
number of devotees visiting

the shrine. The inauguration
will be held at 11:32 AM on
Friday, coinciding  with
Sravana Shuddha Navami of
the Parabhava year, under
Anuradha star and Tula Lagna.
The Anna Prasada Sadanam,
built at a cost of $26 crore,
covers 5,400 square metres
and has been designed to
accommodate 800 devotees
simultaneously. The Maha
Prasada Bhavan, constructed
at $26.50 crore over 3,600
square metres, will facilitate
the sale, preparation, packag-
ing, storage and distribution of
Pulihora, Chakkara Pongali
and Laddu prasadam.

Executive Officer V.K. Sheena
Naik said the new facilities
would bring greater efficiency

and hygiene to the temple's
food services. "State-of-the-art
mechanised kitchens will be
introduced to ensure hygiene,
consistency in quality and
faster preparation of
prasadam, particularly consid-
ering the anticipated increase
in devotee footfall," she said.
Trust Board Chairman Borra
Radhakrishna said the facili-
ties were developed with the
convenience of devotees as the
priority. "The new buildings
will provide better facilities
for annaprasadam and
prasadam services and ensure
a more organised experience
for devotees," he said.

The ground floor of the Anna
Prasada Sadanam has storage
facilities, kitchen preparation

Permanent Measures Underway
to Prevent Rainwater Stagnation

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Dhyanachandra said measures
were being taken to provide a
permanent solution to rainwa-
ter stagnation during the mon-
soon. During an inspection on
Wednesday, he visited Vidyad
harapuram, Bypass Road,
RTC Workshop Road, HB
Colony and Urmila Subbarao
Nagar.He said two 2.0m x

2.0m single-cell box culverts
were being constructed across
the Bypass Road. One would
connect Church Center near
Crambe Road with Urmila
Subbarao Nagar Road, while
the other would link RTC
Workshop Road with Joji
Nagar Road.The Church Cent
er project includes a 42-metre
culvert and 38.50-metre drain,
serving a catchment of
369,854 square metres. The
Joji Nagar project would cover
around 221,000 square metres,

helping prevent waterlogging
in nearby localities
.Dhyanachandra directed offi-
cials to ensure quality and
timely completion. He also
inspected the HB Colony
Anna Canteen and ordered
immediate action on public
grievances.

In-charge Chief Medical and
Health Officer Gopal Naik,
Executive Engineer J. Srinivas
and Assistant Medical and
Health Officer Dr. Annapurna
participated.

Photography preserves moments,
reflects society: Collector Lakshmisha

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

World Photography Day
Vijayawada

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Celebrated in

"The entire flyover was resur-
faced after assessing the con-
dition of the road. Our focus
was on providing commuters
with a safe and lasting solu-

areas, queue lines and wash-
rooms, while the first floor is
dedicated to dining. The Maha
Prasada Bhavan has sales and
distribution facilities on the
ground and first floors, with
upper floors equipped for
prasadam preparation and
storage.

The Devasthanam engineering

Q0E0

www.truepointnews.com

tion," he said.
The initiative was driven by
Roads & Buildings Minister
BC Janardhan Reddy,

with the support of

wing has completed arrange-
ments for the inauguration and
invitation distribution has
commenced. Chairman Borra
Radhakrishna and EO Sheena
Naik met Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu and pre-
sented him the invitation,
Ammavari prasadam and
Sesha Vastram. They also

Machilipatnam
Vallabhaneni Balasouri and

MP

Government  Whip  and
Gannavaram MLA Yarlaga
dda Venkatrao.

invited Minister for Human
Resources and Information
Technology Nara Lokesh,
Minister for Endowments
Anam Rama Narayana Reddy
and Commissioner of Endow
ments K. Ramachandra Moha
n. State ministers and public
representatives are expected to
attend the ceremony.

NTR District Collector Dr. G. Lakshmisha said
photography captures moments, emotions and
events, preserving them as lasting memories
for future generations. Addressing World
Photography Day celebrations at the Sri
Pingali Venkayya Conference Hall in the
Collectorate on Wednesday, he said photo-
graphs often conveyed stories that words could
not.

Lakshmisha, Vijayawada RDO Vennela Srinu,
1&PR Zone-2 RID P. Thimmappa and jury
members T.S. Reddy (FRPS), Ch. Vijayabh
askara Rao (ARPS) and K. Ravikumar paid
tributes to Louis Daguerre, the father of pho-
tography.

The Collector said photojournalists played a
vital role in bringing social events to public
attention while reflecting culture, development
and people's aspirations.

RDO Vennela Srinu said the district adminis-

tration was promoting culture, arts and her-
itage alongside development and welfare. P.
Thimmappa described journalists as "soldiers
of the written word" and photographers as

"soldiers of the visual image".

Of 221 entries received in three categories, 27
photographs were selected for prizes.

Winners received cash prizes, certificates and
mementos. A rare camera collection assembled
by senior photographer Potluri Prasad was also
displayed.

DIPRO K.V. Ramana Rao, DPRO N. Nages
wara Rao, Divisional PRO K. Ravi, coordina-
tor V.V. Prasad and others participated.

Kaarunya Helping Hands Distributes Notebooks

Vijayawada, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Kaarunya Helping Hands
Foundation organised a note-
book distribution programme
for underprivileged students
at the B.C. Girls' Hostel,
opposite the Civil Courts
Complex, Vijayawada, on the
occasion of World
Humanitarian Day. The pro-
gramme was held in memory
of late Pulletikurthi Prasad.

Nellibandla Balaswami, for-
mer Corporator of the 23rd
Division and chief guest, dis-
tributed notebooks to stu-
dents and appreciated the
Foundation's initiative to sup-
port economically disadvan-
taged children with educa-
tional materials. He urged
students to make the best use

of available opportunities and
work towards achieving their
goals.

Chinta Durgarao and Dr. G.

Vijayraj, Founder of
Kaarunya Helping Hands
Foundation, also participated
and distributed notebooks to
the students.

Foundation representatives
said the initiative was aimed

at continuing the service spir-
it of late Pulletikurthi Prasad
and supporting poor and
needy students. They said
Kaarunya Helping Hands
Foundation would continue
undertaking programmes to
assist disadvantaged children
in pursuing education and
promoting  their overall
development.
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Avanigadda, August 19 | TPN Bureau

World Photography Day was celebrated at the
Avanigadda Press Club, highlighting the vital
role of photography in journalism. A portrait of
camera inventor Louis Daguerre was garlanded
at the Press Club office. Press Club President
Ajanta Srinivas presided.Senior journalist
Sarangapani Ayyangar, the chief guest, said
photography was crucial to journalism and a
powerful photograph could convey the essence
of a hundred words. He stressed professional
standards and the need to overcome challenges
in the field.K. Prasad, senior photographer and
Sakshi reporter from Repalle, said photography
and journalism remained inseparable despite

57 seasonal hostels planned
for migrant children

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Samagra Shiksha NTR District Additional
Project Coordinator R. Ramesh Babu said 57
Seasonal Hostels would be established across
10 mandals to provide education and boarding
facilities to children of migrant parents.

N\ TRNG DD B 3

technological advances and widespread mobile
phone cameras.Participants discussed develop-
ments in photography, professional challenges
and the importance of photographs in news
reporting.Photographers Koduru Srinivasa Rao
and Morla Purna Muneeswara Rao, and Press
Club members Alaparthi Gopalakrishna, JS
Srinivas Sastry, Kota Subbarao, Yuri Gagarin,
Venkat, Jayaram and Ramarao participated and
exchanged greetings.

The hostels will cover A. Konduru,
Chandarlapadu, Gampalagudem, Jaggayy
apeta, Kanchikach erla, Nandigama,

Penuganchiprolu, Vatsavai, Veerulapadu and
Vijayawada Rural. SHGs must have recogni-
tion under the Societies Registration Act, 1860,
and three years' experience.

Proposals with required documents must reach
the Samagra Shiksha office by 5 pm on August
22. For details, contact ALS Coordinator at
8712655816.

SIR Notices to GPM Leader
Baburao Draw Sharp Criticism

Vijayawada, August 19 | TPN Bureau

CPM State Secretariat Member Ch. Babu Rao
criticised election officials for issuing him a
notice over an alleged discrepancy in the
English spelling of his father's name during the
Special Integrated Revision (SIR). He said he
had submitted all documents and was listed in
the draft electoral roll for Vijayawada Central
as voter serial number 467 in Part 117. He appe
ared for an inquiry at LBS Nagar Community
Hall on August 18.

Babu Rao alleged the discrepancy resulted
from the Election Commission's transliteration
of Telugu names and questioned holding voters
responsible. He claimed 45 lakh votes were
deleted in the first phase and notices issued to
another 44 lakh voters, demanding door-to-
door verification.

Meanwhile, Babu Rao and CPM State
Committee Member Kashinath sought a probe

into alleged irregularities involving nearly
1,000 vacant JINNURM houses in Vijayawada.
They alleged a $100-crore scam and demanded
publication of beneficiary lists and allotment of
houses to eligible poor families.

They also opposed private allotment of the 57-
acre 'Disneyland' site, seeking housing plots for
the poor.
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Veligonda Rehabilitation Payments to
Be Completed by August 24

Amaravati, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The government is stepping up rehabili-
tation measures for families displaced by
the Veligonda project, with compensa-
tion package payments scheduled to be
completed by August 24. The move
comes as authorities prepare to mark
another major milestone, with Krishna
waters expected to reach Nallamala
Sagar through the project by the end of
this month.Chief Minister Nara Chandra
babu Naidu is scheduled to distribute
2200 crore in compensation to 1,600 dis-
placed families on Wednesday. Officials
said ?318 crore had already been deposi
ted into the accounts of project-affected
families, while compensation has been
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paid to 2 565 families as part of the reha-

bilitation process. Another ?400 crore is
expected to be released soon.Social
Welfare Minister Dr. Dola Sree Bala

Worid Photography Day
Gelebrated On A l?.raml Note

Chirala, August 19 | TPN Bureau

World Photography Day was celebrated
grandly in Chirala on Wednesday with a
rally organised by photographers, video-
graphers and technical professionals.
Senior photographer Sivaranjani Sai said
photography was a valuable art that pre-
serves cherished memories and impor-
tant historical moments for generations.
He noted that rapid technological advan
cements had brought significant changes
to photography, video mixing and drone
operations.Greetings were extended to
photographers, videographers, video
mixing operators, video operators and
drone camera operators for their contri-
butions to the field. The participants

highlighted the importance of their serv-
ices in documenting society and preserv-
ing memorable occasions. Local photog-
raphers Star Studio Suresh, Kishore,
Umamaheswara Rao, Upendra, Abubaka
1, Ali, Ragadeep and others participated
in the celebrations.

TDP Ensured Justice for BCs,
Says MP Putta Mahesh Kumar

Delhi/Eluru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Eluru MP Putta Mahesh Kumar wel-
comed the AP Cabinet's decision to pro-
vide 34% reservation for Backward
Classes (BCs) in local body elections
under the leadership of Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu. He said the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), founded by
late NTR, was the only party that had
consistently worked for BC welfare.
Mahesh Kumar criticised the previous
YSRCP government for reducing BC
reservations and causing injustice to the
communities. He thanked the Alliance
government for fulfilling its election
promise by restoring 34% reservation in
rural areas and 33.33% in urban local
bodies.He said the decision would
expand opportunities for BCs to partici-
pate in political power and help youth
emerge as leaders. He recalled that the
Assembly had earlier passed a resolution
seeking 33% BC reservation in legisla-
tive bodies and forwarded it to the
Centre. He said BC communities would
remember the government's decision as
a historic step towards social and politi-
cal empowerment.

90 Lakh Sweeping Machine
Inaugurated

Eluru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

TDP District President and Eluru MLA
Badeti Chanti said modern machinery
was being deployed to strengthen sanita-
tion and transform Eluru into a clean
city. He inaugurated a sweeping
machine with a three-cubic-metre capac-
ity, purchased with Municipal
Corporation funds at a cost of about 790
lakh, at the Municipal Corpora tion
office on Wednesday.He also distributed
200 dustbins with 60-litre capacity, 60
hand-held microphones, 28 four-bin trol-
leys and two compactor bins to sanita-
tion workers.Chanti said the Swachh

Andhra-Swarna Andhra programme was
being implemented effectively. He
appealed to residents to cooperate with
sanitation workers by segregating wet
and dry waste before handing it over. He
urged citizens to report sanitation-related
issues through the toll-free number
89789 99955.

Eagle Club Pledge Aims to
Build Drug-Free India

E]uru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

An awareness programme on preventing
drug abuse was organised at the
Government Degree College in Eluru on
Wednesday under the aegis of the Eagle
Club. College Principal Dr. V. Srinivasa
Rao said drug abuse had emerged as a
major social concern and explained that
the Eagle Club was established under
government directives to create aware-
ness among students.He highlighted the
financial and health consequences of

drug addiction and said awareness was
essential to address the problem. Sriniva
sa Rao urged students to report drug-
related incidents through the toll-free
number 1972. At the end of the pro-
gramme, students and faculty members
took a pledge to work towards a "Drug-
Free India".Vice Principal K. Ramesh
and faculty members V. Venkatrao, Dr.
M. Rambabu, S. Paramesha, Dr. M.
Vijayakumar, M. Krishna Chaitanya,
T.V.S. Padmavathi, Abdul Gaffar and
others participated.

Veeranjaneya Swamy said Krishna
waters would reach Nallamala Sagar by
month-end and that Chandrababu Naidu,
who laid the foundation stone for the

project, would inaugurate it. "The Chief
Minister has fulfilled the three-decade-
old aspiration of people in the western
region of the erstwhile Prakasam distric
t," he said. The Minister said the Alliance
government was addressing rehabilita-
tion issues alongside the project works
and ensuring timely payments to eligible
families. He alleged that the previous
YSRCP government had deceived dis-
placed families and dedicated an incom-
plete project to the nation.Officials said
steps were being taken to complete the
remaining compensation payments and
accelerate rehabilitation measures. Dola
Sree Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy also said
that the government had fulfilled its
promise to create Markapuram district.

347% BC Reservation Historic
Decision, Says Reddy Appalanaidu

Eluru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Reddy Appalanaidu, BC leader, RTC
Zone-2 Chairman and Eluru Janasena in-
charge, described the Alliance govern-
ment's decision to implement 34% reser-
vation for BCs in local body elections as
a historic step towards social justice.
Addressing a press conference at the
party office, he said the Cabinet decision
provides 34% reservation in rural areas
and 33.01% in urban local bodies,
strengthening BC political representa-
tion.Appalanaidu thanked Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan, Minister Nara
Lokesh and BJP leader Madhav for pri-
oritising social justice. He criticised the
previous YSRCP government, alleging

\ e
that BC political representatlon was
reduced from 34% to 24%.Welcoming
direct elections for Mayors, Municipal
Chairpersons, MPPs and ZP Chairper
sons, he said the move would strengthen
local governance. City President Veeran
ki Pandu, Nagireddy Kasi Naresh, Saridi
Rajesh, Reddy Gauri Shankar, Etrinchi
Dharmendra, Bonda Ramunaidu and
others participated.

Collector Inspects Voter
L|st ReVISlon

Chlrala, August 19 | TPN Bureau

District Collector Vinod Kumar inspect-
ed the ongoing special comprehensive
revision of the voter list in Chirala man-
dal on Wednesday. He reviewed the
revision and objection hearing proceed-
ings conducted by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) at the Mandal Parishad

Development Office and Polling Station
No. 49 in NTR Nagar.The Collector
enquired about the status of applications
and the procedures for adding, modify-
ing and deleting voter names. He direct-
ed officials to ensure that the voter list
was prepared transparently and without
errors, while ensuring every eligible citi-
zen received the right to vote.RDO and
ERO Narasimha Rao, AERO and Tahsil
dar Gopikrishna, Municipal Commissi
oner D. Joseph and other officials accom
panied Vinod Kumar during the inspec-
tion. The Collector stressed adherence to
election guidelines throughout the
revision process.

Science Park Promotes Scientific
Thinking Among Students: Collector

Rajamahendravaram, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

District Collector Keerthi Chekuri said
the APCOST-Rajamahendravaram
Science Centre (Science Park) was
developed to promote scientific think-
ing, creativity and interest in science
among students. She visited the centre
on Rajavolu Main Road on Wednesday
and inspected its exhibits, scientific
models and modern technological equip-
ment.In-charge Manager M.

Durgaprasad Naik
explained that the centre
has seven sections, includ-
ing Fun Science, Water
‘Wonders, Auditorium,
Innovation Hub, Planetari
um, Temporary Exhibits
and Activity Hall. Visitors
can also experience 3D
printing and robotics.
Keerthi Chekuri said the
Science Park helps visitors
understand concepts learnt
from books through practi-
cal experiences and encourages critical
thinking and innovation. She urged stu-
dents, youth and the public to visit the
facility. The centre is open from 9.30
am. to 5.30 p.m., with Monday as the
weekly holiday. Entry fees are 25 for
government school students, 40 for pri-
vate school students and 50 for others.
Municipal Commissioner Rahul Meena,
Member Secretary Dr. K. Sarath
Kumar, Tahsildar Srinivasarao,

MPDO Ch. Armstrong and others
participated.

Collector Directs Officials to Achieve
100% Household Tap Connections

Eluru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

District Collector K. Vetriselvi directed
officials to complete all Jal Jeevan
Mission works within the stipulated
timeframe and achieve 100% household
tap connections. At a District Water and
Sanitation Mission (DWSM) review
meeting on Wednesday, she reviewed
1,223 sanctioned works worth ?264.61
crore under the Jal Jeevan Mission and
Swachh Bharat Mission.Of 603 villages
in the district, tap connections have been
completed in 306 villages. She instruct-
ed officials to expedite the remaining
works, provide immediate pipeline con-
nections to households and take advance
measures to prevent water shortages.
Drinking and toilet water facilities must

be ensured in schools, she said.Vetriselvi
warned of departmental action for negli-
gence or poor-quality work and directed
officials to submit daily progress report
s. She also stressed regular water-quality
testing and ensuring adequate safe drink-
ing water twice daily.Zilla Parishad CE
O P. Jagadamba, RWS SE B.V. Giri, DP
DO G. VK. Mallikar juna Rao, DRDA
PD T.V. Vijayalakshmi and Groundwater
DD Paila Kodandaram participated.

Cocoa City Must Be Established in Eluru, Farmers Demand

Eluru, August 19 | TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Cocoa Farmers' Association
demanded that the government establish the proposed
Cocoa City in Eluru district and announce a clear price
formula for cocoa beans. Addressing a farmers' meeting
at Anne Bhavan, State President Bollu Ramakrishna and
General Secretary K. Srinivas criticised reports that the
project could be shifted to East Godavari district.

They recalled that Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu

Naidu had announced the establishment of Cocoa City
on 500 acres in Eluru district, which accounts for more
than half of the state's cocoa cultivation. They urged the
government to clarify the issue in the Assembly.

The leaders also demanded immediate implementation
of a price formula similar to oil palm, promised by
Agriculture Minister Atchannaidu at the Cocoa
Conclave in Eluru. They said farmers suffered losses
due to inadequate prices and called for government

intervention
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High Tension in Rajamahendravaram as
I’IIIII:GBIIII:I( YSRCP Induction Event

Rajamahendravaram, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Tension prevailed in Rajamahendra
varam after police stopped a YSRCP
induction programme in the 40th Divi
sion (Krishna Nagar), citing lack of per-
mission. The event was organised for
former TDP leader Kolli Nani and aroun
d 300 followers to join the YSRCP.A
confrontation broke out between police

and YSRCP leaders, including party
National Spokesperson and constituency
in-charge, former MP Margani Bharat
Ram, and former Rajya Sabha member
Pilli Subhash Chandra Bose. Police
arrested Margani Bharat and shifted him
to Three Town Police Station.Bharat
accused authorities of obstructing demo-
cratic political activity. Amid restrictio
ns, he welcomed Kolli Nani into the
YSRCP by draping a party scarf around
him while standing on a police jeep and
alleged police were favouring the Allian
ce government. YSRCP leaders alleged
TDP activists attacked them and claimed
earlier threats were ignored. YSRCP
Rajamahendrav aram Parliamentary con-
stituency in-char ge Dr. Guduri Srinivas,
former MLA Rautu Suryaprakasa Rao
and Pilli Subhash Chandra Bose con-
demned the police action, alleging high-
handedness against opposition activities.

Malakondaiah Seeks Funds to
Restore Lift Irrigation Schemes

Bapatla, August 19 | TPN Bureau

Chirala MLA Madduluri Malakondaiah
urged the state government to immedi-
ately release funds to restore lift irriga-
tion schemes serving farmers in the con-
stituency. Raising the issue during the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly
session, he said agriculture in several
areas depended heavily on these schem
es.Malakondaiah said farmers were fac-
ing severe difficulties as malfunctioning
motors, pumps, electrical equipment and
pipelines were preventing timely water
supply to crops. He urged the Alliance
government to prioritise repairs and
restoration of the schemes, which he
said had suffered neglect during the pre-
vious government's tenure.He specifical-

ly sought adequate funds for repairing
and maintaining the Thotavaripalem and
Gavini varipalem lift irrigation schemes,
including restoration of motors and other
equipment. He said effective functioning
of these schemes would provide irriga-
tion water to thousands of acres and sig-
nificantly benefit farmers. Malakondaiah
assured that he would continue efforts to
ensure adequate irrigation water for
farmers in Chirala.

Allﬂ!lﬂll sclllllll lease nacket Raises Questions

ARSA E.M.I SCHO

Rajamahendravaram, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

Allegations of irregularities in the opera-
tion and leasing of educational institu-
tions have surfaced in East Godavari,
with questions being raised over regula-
tory enforcement by Education Departm
ent officials. According to available info
rmation, some schools allegedly operate
at locations different from those men-
tioned in their official permissions with-
out obtaining mandatory Change of Add
ress approval. The management of Brilli
ant reportedly acquired Aditya English
Medium School in Danavaipeta, Rajahm

undry, while also running Sri Vignaan
Brilliant and Brilliant schools in Gokava
ram and surrounding areas. Allegations
claim that institutions having permis-
sions for different locations were consol-
idated on a single campus and that one
acquired sch ool was subsequently
leased to another individual.Concerns
have also been rai sed over the alleged
involvement of clerical and outsourced
personnel in facilitating such arrange-
ments. Messages seek ing clarification
were reportedly sent to Vijay, a senior
assistant, and Sastry, an outsourced
school supervisor, but no response was
received. Education ists have urged
higher authorities to verify permissions,
building safety and leas e arrangements,
and conduct a comprehensive inquiry.
ocumentary evidence, including photo-
graphs and agreement papers, is report-
edly available for verification.

Joh Mela Model
Career Centre on August 22

Rajamahendravaram, August 19 |
TPN Bureau

District Employment Officer Ch. Shiri
sha announced that a job mela will be
held on August 22 at 9 a.m. at the Empl
oyment Office premises in the Rajahm
undry Urban constituency. Organised by
the East Godavari District Employment
Office, the mela aims to provide employ
ment opportunities to unemployed yout
h.Interviews will be conducted for in
companies including Sriram Automobil

es and Ramadevi Hospitals. Candidates
aged 19 to 30 who have completed 10th
class, Intermediate, ITI, diploma or
degree are eligible, irrespective of expe-
rience. Selected candidates will receive
immediate employment opportunities.
Interested candidates can register throug
h employment.ap.gov.in and attend with
their resume, Aadhaar card and copies of
educational certificates. District Employ
ment Officer Ch. Shirisha said further
details can be obtained from the desig-
nated contact number.

Cow Dies After Allegedly
Consuming Plastic Waste

Chirala: A cow died on Tuesday after
allegedly consuming plastic waste in
Chirala, triggering concern among resi-
dents and animal welfare activists.
Locals blamed municipal authorities for
poor waste management and failure to
control stray cattle in streets and market
areas. They said cows often consume
plastic bags and garbage along with
discarded food, posing serious health

risks.Residents alleged that improper
garbage disposal and unchecked cattle
movement had contributed to animal-
related incidents and road accidents.
They demanded shifting stray cattle to
goshalas, strict enforcement against
single-use plastic and improved waste
disposal. Activists urged immediate
measures to prevent further cattle
deaths.

AlIYF Demands Jobs, Job
Calendar lmplementatlon

Eluru: The All India Youth Federation
(AIYF) staged a protest before the Eluru
District Collectorate, demanding imme-
diate job creation and implementation of
the promised job calendar. AIYF Eluru
District Convener Thorlapati Raju said
unemployment and forced migration
among youth were increasing.Protesters
demanded filling four lakh vacancies,
unemployment allowance and transpar-
ent recruitment, besides a High Court-
supervised inquiry into alleged paper
leaks and merit-list irregularities in the
2025 Mega DSC.They also opposed
PSU privatisation and the PPP model,

seeking stronger MSMEs and permanent
local employment. ATYF leaders Kurella
Varaprasad, Uppuluri Hemashankar,
Mannava Krishna Chaitanya and others
participated.

BKMU Dharna Postponed to August 24

Eluru: BKMU Eluru District General
Secretary Bandi Venkateswara Rao said
the dharna scheduled at Mandal
Tahsildar offices on August 21 has been
postponed to August 24, following the
Andhra Pradesh Agricultural Workers'
Union (APAWU/BKMU) State
Committee call under the slogan
"Change Must Come - We Must Bring
Change."He urged leaders, activists and

poor people to participate in large num-
bers. Demands include cultivable land
for the poor, rights documents for lands
under long-term cultivation, Podu land
pattas and individual rights for VSS
lands.The union also sought three cents
of house-site land and ?5 lakh for con-
struction, continuation of MGNREGA
2005 and scrapping of the Viksit Bharat
G-Ram-G scheme.
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Editorial

Parents Should
Be Alert About Kids

One side of the story made us proud. We
watched the Gen Z youth step into the battle
without caring about police batons or even
guns. Their courage, determination and will-
ingness to fight for public issues gave us hope.
For a moment, we wondered whether the
younger generation had finally understood its
responsibility and grown to a stage where it
could fight for the people. That is certainly a

welcome sign.

But just when we were appreciating this posi-
tive change, another disturbing incident came
to light. A Class 10 student was allegedly
involved in the brutal murder of his own
school principal. What started as a desire for
money reportedly ended in murder because the
student feared that his theft would be discov-
ered. More disturbing is the reason behind the
need for money. At such a young age, the stu-
dent had reportedly become accustomed to
drugs and a luxurious lifestyle, eventually
resorting to theft to fund those habits.

This incident should make every parent and
teacher seriously think about what is happen-
ing to children today. Parents cannot simply
assume that their children are safe because
they are attending school and appearing nor-
mal at home. They must observe their behav-
iour, friendships, habits and changes in their
personality. A child who is ignored today may
become a danger to himself and, eventually, to

society.

Teachers and parents have an equally impor-
tant responsibility. Whenever signs of bad
behaviour, addiction or unhealthy influences
are noticed, children must receive proper coun-
selling and guidance immediately. Merely
imposing punishments or exercising authority
may not solve the problem. In some cases,
excessive punishment can push children fur-
ther away from their families and teachers.

Children need discipline, but they also need
understanding. The objective should not be to
control them through fear, but to identify their
problems and help them change. The courage
displayed by the younger generation in public
movements is encouraging. But that courage
must also be guided towards responsibility, dis-
cipline and compassion. Only then can Gen Z
become a strength for society rather than a

threat to it.
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"  DROP-OUTTODAY, ° .
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LIGHT EVERY FUTURE.
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The drop-out crisis has become
one of the most persistent and
painful fractures in modern
education systems. It is not
merely a statistical concern; it
is a human story of interrupt-
ed dreams, fractured futures,
and systemic failures that
accumulate silently across
classrooms. The phenomenon
of students leaving school
before completing their educa-
tion reflects deeper socio-eco-
nomic, cultural, and institu-
tional challenges that demand
urgent attention. At its core,
the drop-out problem is a mir-
ror held up to society, revealing
inequalities that formal school-
ing alone cannot resolve.
The drop-out issue is shaped by
multiple forces - poverty, lack of
parental support, inadequate
school infrastructure, early
marriage, child labour, and the

OPINION
Drop-Out Problem in the Education System: A Big Challenge
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psychological burden of aca-
demic pressure. In many
regions, especially in develop-
ing nations, children from mar-
ginalized communities face the
harsh reality of choosing
between survival and school-
ing. When education competes
with hunger, the outcome is
tragically predictable.

Economic hardship remains
the most visible cause.
Families struggling to meet
basic needs often view school-
ing as a luxury rather than a
necessity. Children are com-
pelled to work, contributing to
household income instead of
attending classes. This eco-
nomic compulsion is inter-
twined with cultural norms
that undervalue formal educa-
tion, particularly for girls.
Early marriage, domestic

responsibilities, and gendered
expectations push many young
girls out of the classroom, cre-
ating a gendered drop-out pat-
tern that continues to haunt
national development indica-
tors.

Academic pressure and outdat-
ed pedagogical methods also
play a significant role. A rigid
curriculum, excessive empha-
sis on rote learning, and lack of
emotional support create an
environment where many stu-
dents feel alienated. When
learning becomes a burden
rather than a joy, disengage-
ment begins. Students who
struggle academically often
face humiliation or neglect,
leading to a gradual withdraw-
al from school.

The drop-out problem is not
only a social issue but also an
institutional one. Schools often
lack trained teachers, adequate
facilities, and inclusive learn-
ing environments. In rural and
underserved areas, the absence
of proper classrooms, sanita-
tion, and digital access discour-
ages regular attendance.
Teacher absenteeism, over-
crowded classrooms, and insuf-
ficient monitoring mecha-
nisms further weaken the sys-
tem.

The transition from
primary to secondary educa-
tion is a critical point where
drop-out rates spike. Many stu-
dents who complete primary
schooling fail to continue due
to increased costs, longer travel
distances, or the perception
that higher education does not
guarantee employment. The
disconnect between education
and employability is a major
factor that erodes motivation.
Moreover, the lack of coun-
selling services means students
have no structured support to
navigate academic stress, per-
sonal challenges, or career
uncertainties. Without guid-
ance, vulnerable students slip
through the cracks unnoticed.
Every student who leaves
school prematurely carries the
weight of lost opportunities.
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Drop-outs face limited employ-
ment prospects, lower income
potential, and reduced social
mobility. They are more vul-
nerable to exploitation, early
marriage, and cycles of pover-
ty that persist across genera-
tions.

The emotional cost is equally
significant. Many drop-outs
experience feelings of inade-
quacy, shame, and social exclu-
sion. Their dreams remain sus-
pended, and their potential
remains unrealized. The nation
loses not just a student but a
future innovator, leader, or cre-
ator.

Addressing the drop-out crisis
requires a  multi-layered
approach that integrates
social, economic, and educa-
tional reforms.

One, Community Engagement -
Empowering parents and local
communities to value educa-
tion can create a supportive
ecosystem for students.
Awareness campaigns and
parental counselling are essen-
tial.

Two, Financial Supp
ort Systems - Scholarships, free
uniforms, midday meals, and
transport facilities can reduce
the economic burden on fami-
lies. Conditional cash transfers
have shown success in several
countries.

Three, Curriculum Reform -
Making learning more rele-
vant, skill-based, and engaging
can reduce academic alien-
ation. Introducing vocational
training at the secondary level
can bridge the gap between
education and employability.
Four, Teacher Training
Teachers must be equipped to
identify early signs of disen-
gagement and provide emotion-
al and academic support.
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o Counselling and Mentorship -
Establishing counselling cells
in schools can help students
navigate personal and academ-
ic challenges.

Six, Digital Inclusion
- Technology can democratize
learning, especially for stu-
dents in remote areas. Digital
classrooms and mobile learn-
ing platforms can keep stu-
dents connected even during
disruptions.

The drop-out problem

cannot be solved by schools
alone. It requires the collective
will of governments, communi-
ties, educators, and families.
Policymakers must prioritize
long-term educational reforms
rather than short-term
schemes. Schools must become
safe, inclusive, and inspiring
spaces. Parents must recognize
education as the most powerful
tool for empowerment.
Ultimately, preventing drop-
outs is not just about retaining
students in classrooms; it is
about nurturing human poten-
tial. It is about ensuring that
every child, regardless of back-
ground, has the opportunity to
dream, learn, and rise. The
challenge is immense, but the
cost of inaction is far greater. If
nations aspire to progress, they
must begin by protecting the
continuity of learning. The
drop-out crisis is a warning -
and an opportunity - to rebuild
education systems that are
equitable, resilient, and com-
passionate.
(International Tagore Awardee,
multilingual writer and Poet Dr
Ratan Bhattacharjee is a for-
mer Affiliate Faculty of English
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni
versity, Richmond and Pres
ident of Kolkata Indian Amer
ican Society. Email profrata
nbhattacharjee@gmail.com)

Telangana's Political Crossroads: Building an Inclusive Alternative

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), having consolidated
its  political dominance
across North, Central and
Northeast India over the past
fifteen years, is now seeking
to expand its influence in
South India, particularly
Telangana. Guided by the
strategic vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Minister Amit Shah
and key Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
ideologues, the party's
national and state leadership
is working to build a stronger
political base in the state.
Union Cabinet ministers and
national-level party leaders
have been visiting Telangana
regularly to strengthen the
party organisation at the
grassroots. Alongside politi-
cal mobilisation, the BJP is
pursuing cultural and social
outreach across educational,
spiritual, technological and
other spheres. It is also pro-
jecting itself as a force
focused on infrastructure
development and the inter-
ests of various sections of
society.

Yet Telangana's political and
social character is rooted in
pluralism. Its history of
coexistence, Ganga-Jamuni
Tehzeeb, unity in diversity
and struggles for social jus-
tice has created a social cul-
ture that does not easily
accommodate  monolithic
forms of cultural national-
ism. As Voltaire observed,
"Diversity is the great law of
nature." Telangana's diversi-
ty can therefore remain an
important safeguard against
attempts to divide society
along rigid religious, caste

and cultural lines.

The Emerging Political
Vacuum

At the same time, Telangana
is witnessing a political vac-
uum. The ruling Congress
and principal opposition

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) are facing growing dis-
satisfaction over issues
including quality education
and healthcare, land rights,
agricultural markets,
employment and equitable
distribution of resources.
The concentration of eco-
nomic and political power
among dominant castes and
classes has intensified public
discontent. In such circum-
stances, the BJP is attempt-
ing to position itself as an
alternative political force,
urging voters who have pre-
viously supported the BRS
and Congress to give it an
opportunity.

As Aristotle observed, "A
political vacuum is always
filled by some force." The
immediate challenge, there-
fore, is for democratic, secu-
lar and pluralistic forces to
respond to this changing
political landscape rather
than merely reacting to the
BJP's expansion.

From Vote Banks to Political
Power

Adivasi, Dalit, Bahujan and
minority communities,
which constitute a substan-
tial majority of Telangana's
population, have a signifi-
cant role in shaping this
alternative. The objective
should not merely be to criti-
cise one political party or
another, but to develop a
democratic and socially bal-
anced political vision.
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Ambedkar stated, "Political
power is the master key to

4 social progress." The approx-

imately 90 per cent belonging
to weaker sections must
develop political conscious-
ness and move beyond their
traditional role as vote banks
towards meaningful partici-
pation in governance and
political decision-making.
Telangana's history, from the
Armed Struggle to the move-
ment for statehood, contains
numerous lessons about self-
respect, social justice and
political mobilisation. These
experiences need to be stud-
ied critically so that past
marginalisation and betray-
als are not repeated.
Building an Inclusive
Political Movement
Such a transformation
requires patience, historical
perspective and sustained
intellectual engagement.
Telangana needs writers,
poets, artists and intellectu-
als emerging from margin-
alised communities who can
connect the experiences of
earlier movements with con-
temporary political realities.
Media platforms committed
to the interests of ordinary
people also have an impor-
tant role. Leaders with states-
manship must help build
social, cultural and political
movements capable of
addressing internal contra-
dictions within marginalised
communities while promot-
ing democratic cooperation.
Hundreds of cultural and
political platforms can con-
tribute towards a common
objective: ensuring political
empowerment of Bahujans
while protecting Telangana's
cultural inclusivity.
What Inclusive Governance
Means
The future government of
Telangana should not simply
represent a transfer of politi-
cal power between dominant
Reddy and Velama groups. It
must embody genuine inclu-
sive governance.
Inclusive governance means

T

Assistant Professor,
Palamuru University
9515147973

ensuring that every caste and
section, particularly those at
the bottom of the social and
economic hierarchy, receives
equitable access to political
power, resources and oppor-
tunities. John Rawls, in his
Theory of Justice, argued
that justice requires secur-
ing the greatest benefit for
the least advantaged.
Telangana's diversity of cul-
tures, languages, religions
and castes must be protected
while pursuing an egalitari-
an society. This also requires
strengthening public educa-
tion, healthcare and employ-
ment systems and addressing
excessive corporate influ-
ence in these sectors.
Telangana at a Crossroads
Telangana today stands at a
political crossroads. The BJP
is seeking to expand through
a powerful ideological and
organisational campaign,
while the Congress and BRS
face questions about their
ability to address the aspira-
tions of large sections of
society.

The responsibility for pro-
tecting Telangana's pluralis-
tic character cannot rest
solely with political parties.
SC, ST, BC and minority com-
munities, along with pro-
gressive intellectuals and
social organisations, must
participate actively in demo-
cratic politics.

Democracy cannot be
reduced to voting once every
five years. It requires contin-
uous participation, political
awareness and social
accountability. As Karl Marx
argued, philosophy must ulti-
mately engage with the
transformation of society.
For Telangana to realise the
promise of the sacrifices
made during its struggles,
marginalised communities
must move from being pas-
sive followers to organised
political participants. Only
through self-respect, social
justice and genuinely inclu-
sive governance can the
state's democratic and plural-
istic character be strength-

Radio in the Fight against

" lobal Info &
Disaster Warning

As a close friend of the
world's humanity, radio has
been providing invaluable
services as an electronic
device that brings informa-
tion, entertainment, science,
sports and contemporary
news to every home for the
past 130 years. Although the
use of radio has decreased
somewhat with the advent of
television, the internet and
smartphones, radio is the
only device that still capti-
vates the minds of even the
most remote people. Our
radio is a name that is syn-
onymous with trust. As a rel-
atively inexpensive tool,
radio provides world news in
seconds and provides valu-
able information to people
during natural/human-
caused disasters. The impor-
tance of radio will never be
undermined. Radio, which is
useful for all of us during
vehicle travel, acts as our
eternal friend.
Radio invention - many
advantages
Invented by Italian
Guglielmo Marconi in 1895,
the first radio station in
America was launched in
1919, and FM radio broad-
casts began in 1939. Radio,
which began broadcasting 24-
hour information without
digital colours in 1994, is still
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a fixture in every home today.
The benefits of radio, which
brings us many things such
as global information, educa-
tion, science, agriculture,
entertainment, weather
warnings, local news, music,
classical music, sports fea-
tures, running commen-
taries, discussions, market-
ing topics, and contemporary
issues, are endless.
National Radio Day-2026
With the initiative of
Western countries, especially
America, it has become a tra-
dition to celebrate "National
Radio Day" on 20th August
every year. Radio continues
to make its presence felt even
today by creating awareness
about the value of radio,
adopting new technologies
and making necessary
changes. World Radio Day is
also a platform to make peo-
ple aware of the continuity of
local, state, national and
international radio broad-
casting. It is also used to pro-
vide weather information
and to unite our trusted
friend in combating climate
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change by adopting internet
digital technologies.

Radio in the well-being of
humanity

While radio plays a key role
in organizing awareness pro-
grams to explain the role of
environmental protection,
sustainable climate change,
and civil society in the fight
against climate change,
which is suffocating humani-
ty worldwide, National Radio
Day is being celebrated to
promote radio as a medium
of communication and a
powerful tool for climate
action. Various programs
such as workshops, webina-
rs, conferences, discussions,
awareness programs in
schools, and educational and
scientific conferences should
be organized on the occasion
of National Radio Day.

Even in today's modern digi-
tal-Al era, radio is changing
its needs and providing radio
services as a trusted friend to
humanity. Let us wish every-
one a happy World Radio Day
and benefit from radio broad-
casting.
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After 80 Years, How Mature and Nationalist is Our Politics?

Let me begin by once again

quoting former British
Prime Minister Winston
Churchill.

Churchill was staunchly

opposed to Indian independ-
ence and held deeply skepti-
cal views regarding the coun-
try's capacity for democratic
self-governance. His com-
ments on the subject often
reflected his belief in British
imperial rule and his skepti-
cism toward Indian political
leaders.

When discussing the
prospect of granting inde-
pendence to India, Churchill
made a grim prediction. He
said, "If Independence is
granted to India, power will
go to the hands of rascals,
rogues, freebooters. All
Indian leaders will be of low
caliber and men of straw.
They will have sweet tongues
and silly hearts. They will
fight amongst themselves for
power and India will be lost
in political squabbles. A day
would come when even air
and water would be taxed in
India."

Even after 80 years, there is a
prevailing public sentiment
that politicians are mere
opportunists driven by per-
sonal gain rather than
national service.
Consequently, encountering
a politician in personal or
public life often evokes the
image of a thief or a liar.
Although there have been
true gentlemen in our politi-
cal arena, their tenures have
often been short-lived.

The remedy lies in bringing
strong ideology into politics
and governance, with nation-
alism being the most effec-
tive. A look at progressive
post-colonial countries
reveals that those prioritiz-
ing a nationalist vision in
their policymaking are the
ones advancing most rapidly.
For the uninitiated reader, it
is worth recalling the true
meaning of political science.
Simply put, politicians are
individuals specializing in
creating and implementing
policies that foster a coun-
try's democratic values and
growth. How many such lead-
ers do we actually come
across in India today?

It has become fashionable to
compare India with other
global democracies.
Depending on the ideological
leaning of the survey, India
often ranks below the top 50.
This is despite the fact that
we daily navigate intricate,
multifaceted challenges,
ranging from religious diver-
sity and reservation policies
to regional divides, while
unfortunately often relegat-
ing poverty alleviation to an
afterthought.

Churchill firmly believed
that India's diversity would
act as an insurmountable
barrier to its stability and
growth. He argued that India,
with its vast multitude of
languages, castes, and reli-
gions, was even more diverse
than Europe, and that granti-
ng dominion status would
fracture the unity painstak-

ingly built by the British Raj
over a century and a half. He
contended that a responsible
government required levels
of literacy and education
that would remain remote in
India for at least a genera-
tion.

This was one of his greatest
misconceptions. The wis-
dom, tolerance, and educa-
tion of the Indian people do
not stem merely from school
textbooks; they are ingrained
in their very DNA. Whether
Hindu, Muslim, or Christian,
all are inherently Bharatiya
in their bloodline.
Present-day India is predomi-
nantly a nation of youth, yet
our state assemblies and
national Parliament are
largely occupied by aging
veterans. There is a slight
relief now: the average age of
Members of Parliament
(MPs) in the 18th Lok Sabha
is 56 years, a marginal
decrease from the 17th Lok
Sabha's 59 years. Currently,
11% of MPs are aged 40 or
below, 38% are between 41
and 55, and 52% are over the
age of 55.

Recent political dramas wit-
nessed in Parliament and
across Delhi reaffirm that
foreign 'toolkits' can easily
undermine a developing
India with minimal effort,
especially if they can orches-
trate a massive social media
campaign. This destabiliza-
tion is highly sought after by
nations attempting to topple
a government that has elevat-
ed the Indian economy to top
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global ranks and secured
unprecedented respect for
Indians abroad.

India is now emerging as a
powerhouse, capable of first
satisfying its domestic mar-
ket with world-class, indige-
nously manufactured prod-
ucts, before looking toward
global markets. This extends

" inherently

to defense manufacturing-a
sector historically monopo-
lized by a few global powers
wielding muscle power.
These countries, often under
the leadership of the US,
have been known to foment
global unrest and support
radical elements to sustain
their arms sales.
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It is widely acknowledged
that the US and its allies' ben-
efit from unrest in the Middle
East, not only to sell arms
but also to maintain a
monopoly over oil and gas.
They have played a role in
cultivating modern radical
Islamic factions, planting the
seeds for numerous extrem-
ist groups. Drawing on my
personal experience as a
journalist in the Middle East,
covering events from the
Kuwait invasion through the
Gulf War, I can attest that the
vast majority of Muslims are
peaceful.
However, since the mid-1980s,
the foreign funding of radi-
cal opposition groups in
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iraq,
Yemen, Palestine, Lebanon,
and Jordan has coerced
many peaceful Muslims into

h becoming silent spectators,

intimidated by radical clerics
and extremist factions.A sim-
ilar dynamic threatens
Indian Muslims today. The
social fabric of brotherhood
we once enjoyed is eroding,
and these toolkits are active-
ly deployed to amplify fear
among Indian Muslims and
Christians, a narrative often
amplified by the political
opposition. They took FCRA
and spread fear mongering
among Christians. Fact is
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that 16% is only coming in
the accounts of Christian
missionaries and India is
waring against the Urban
Naxals rather that religious
minorities.

These global actors do not
want peace in India, nor do
they want India to become a
threat to their lucrative
enterprises. I consciously use
the term "entering the global
defense market" rather than
"arms trading," as the nature
of our exports is defensive.
However, current destabiliza-
tion toolkits are working
effectively in India, often
aided by an elite class of
scholarly, anti-national indi-
viduals. This is precisely
why recent parliamentary
debates on "Urban Naxals"
resulted in severe disrup-
tions.Tomorrow as the last of
this series, we will discuss
how we can cleanse Indian
politics and ensure the
smooth  functioning of
Parliament. For context, our
Parliament has one of the
lowest numbers of working
days globally, operating for
only about 60 days a year,
often without effective dis-
cussion. Amidst these
"Politricks," how can we pos-
sibly expect genuine grass-
roots development to take
place in India?

Amit Shah to Chair Southern Zonal Council Meet

Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah will chair the 31st meet-
ing of the Southern Zonal
Council (SZC) in
Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu,
on August 20, 2026. The meet-
ing will bring together repre-
sentatives of the southern
states and Union Territories to
discuss issues of common
interest and strengthen coop-
eration between the Centre
and the states.

The Southern Zonal Council
comprises Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana, along
with the Union Territories of
Puducherry, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep. Tamil Nadu

Manipu

Guwahati: Normal life
remained disrupted across
Manipur's five valley districts
on Wednesday as a 48-hour
statewide strike demanding
the implementation and updat-
ing of the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) entered its sec-
ond day.

The strike, called by the
Campaign for Just and Fair
Delimitation (JFD), has affect-
ed Imphal East, Imphal West,

Thoubal, Kakching and
Bishnupur districts. The
organisation is demanding

that the NRC in Manipur be
implemented and updated
before the ongoing Census
exercise in the state.

Markets, educational institu-
tions, business establishments
and public transport remained
largely closed across the affect-
ed areas. Government offices
reported thin attendance,
while only a limited number of

India Hosts BRICS
h Energy Summit 2026

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
is the Vice-Chairman of the
council.

The meeting is being organ-
ised by the Inter-State Council
Secretariat under the Ministry
of Home Affairs, with the
Tamil Nadu government serv-
ing as the host. Chief
Ministers, Lieutenant
Governors and Administrators
of the member states and
Union Territories are expected
to attend, along with two sen-
ior ministers from each state.
Chief Secretaries, advisers
and other senior state and
Central government officials
will also participate.

The Zonal Councils were estab-
lished under Sections 15 to 22
of the States Reorganisation

Valley Strike Enters Second Day

private vehicles were seen on
the roads. Public transport
services remained largely off
the streets.

In parts of Imphal East and
Imphal West, strike supporters
blocked roads using bamboo
poles and stone boulders and
staged demonstrations.
Posters carrying slogans such
as "No NRC, No Census" were
also put up at several locations.
Security forces were deployed
at key points across the valley
as a precautionary measure.
The first day of the strike had
witnessed reports of vandal-
ism targeting some shops that
remained open, along with
injuries during enforcement
and clashes in certain areas.
Wednesday's developments in
Imphal, however, largely
focused on the continuation of
the shutdown, with enforce-
ment remaining peaceful in
several places.
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Act, 1956, to provide a struc-
tured forum for discussions on
issues involving two or more
states or the Centre and states.
Though their role is advisory,
the councils have emerged as
an important mechanism for
resolving regional issues
through dialogue and consen-
sus.

A standing committee headed

The strike comes amid height-
ened attention to the NRC and
Census process in the state.
Manipur Governor Ajay K.
Bhalla travelled to New Delhi

by Chief Secretaries examines
issues raised by member states
before they are placed before
the full Zonal Council. Matters
requiring further deliberation
are subsequently taken up at
the council meeting.

The Centre said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of "TEAM BHARAT",
based on cooperative federal-
ism, has strengthened the role
of Zonal Councils. The govern-
ment has emphasised that
strong states contribute to
building a strong nation and
that regular consultations can
help resolve disputes and
accelerate development.

Key areas discussed through
the Zonal Councils include
water-sharing projects, imple-
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amid speculation that he may
meet Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to discuss the issue.
Meanwhile, a separate issue
concerning healthcare servic-

mentation of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
civil aviation, education and
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Gramin). Issues con-
cerning Fast Track Special
Courts for speedy disposal of
cases involving rape of women
and children have also fea-
tured in deliberations.
According to the Ministry of
Home Affairs, 69 meetings of
various Zonal Councils and
their Standing Committees
have been held since June 2014.
The upcoming Southern Zonal
Council meeting is expected to
provide another platform for
the member states and the
Centre to address pending
issues and enhance regional
cooperation.

es has emerged in Tengnoupal
district. Civil society organisa-
tions there warned on
Wednesday that they would
call a 48-hour total bandh
along the National Highway
from August 24 if the state gov-
ernment fails to implement the
Governor's order concerning
the transfer and posting of
doctors at key health facilities
in Moreh and Tengnoupal.
The organisations cited a
shortage of doctors and grow-
ing concerns over disease man-
agement in the region. The
proposed highway bandh could
further affect movement and
connectivity if the govern-
ment does not address their
demands.

The ongoing developments

India hosted the Eighth BRICS Youth Energy Summit
2026 virtually on August 17 under its BRICS
Chairship, bringing youth into the centre of interna-
tional energy cooperation. More than 100 participants,
including young energy professionals from academia,
government institutions and energy ministries of
BRICS member countries, attended the
summit.Representatives of the BRICS Youth Energy
Agency (BRICS YEA) and international organisations
such as Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
also participated. India's BRICS Chairship for 2026 is
guided by the theme "Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability (BRICS)."
Under the Energy Track, India has adopted the theme
Energy for All, reflecting its focus on universal,
affordable and inclusive access to energy.The summit
highlighted the role of young people as drivers of
innovation, entrepreneurship, technological develop-
ment and international cooperation in the energy sec-
tor. Participants stressed the need to strengthen col-
laboration among young professionals, academia, gov-
ernments and industry across BRICS nations.Disc
ussions focused on converting youth participation
into practical outcomes through joint research, tech-
nology demonstrations, knowledge sharing and capac-
ity-building programmes. More than 20 youth pan-
elists presented perspectives from their respective
countries across three priority areas: energy security
and sustainability, energy access and equity, and tech-
nology and innovation.Key issues included diversifi-
cation of energy sources, resilient energy supply
chains, expanding energy access, innovative financ-
ing, emerging technologies and digitalisation of ener-
gy systems. Participants highlighted the importance
of developing resilient and diversified energy systems
while ensuring affordable and inclusive access to
clean energy. Innovative financing was identified as
essential for accelerating clean-energy deployment.
The summit also underlined the importance of reli-
able energy data, interoperability, cybersecurity and
skilled human resources in building efficient and flex-
ible energy systems.Indian youth representatives
highlighted national initiatives and reforms, includ-
ing PM-KUSUM, PM Surya Ghar, the SHANTI Act, the
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) and the
India Energy Stack (IES). They also shared India's
experience in diversifying its energy mix, strengthen-
ing power distribution and promoting decentralised
renewable energy. The BRICS Digital Centre of
Excellence on Smart Grids and Energy Storage was

highlight continuing concerns
in Manipur over citizenship
documentation, delimitation,
administration and access to

essential services.
"Energy for AlL"

highlighted as a platform for knowledge exchange and
capacity building in smart grids, energy storage and
grid resilience.The summit reaffirmed the pivotal role
of BRICS youth in shaping a secure, sustainable and
inclusive energy future, supporting India's vision of

Congress Seva Dal Plans Organisational Revamp

New Delhi: The Congress
Seva Dal is preparing for a
major organisational revamp
aimed at expanding its grass-
roots presence, increasing
youth participation and
strengthening its social serv-
ice activities, newly appoint-
ed chief organiser Srinivas
B.V. said.

Srinivas said the organisa-
tion would undertake a
nationwide outreach cam-
paign to introduce its history;,
objectives and contribution
to the country to people
across different sections of
society. The initiative will

also focus on connecting
younger generations with the
Congress Seva Dal's legacy
and values.

"We will now reach out to the
people across sections of
society and explain its histo-
ry, objectives and contribu-
tion to the country," Srinivas
said. He added that, like
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, who engages with
people from various sections
of society, the Seva Dal would
also seek to establish direct
contact with citizens.

A native of Karnataka,
Srinivas previously served as

national president of the
Indian Youth Congress. He
said a membership campaign
would soon be launched at
the block, district and state
levels, with special emphasis
on attracting young people.
According to Srinivas, many
young people may not be
aware of the history of the
Congress and the Seva Dal or
their contribution to India's
freedom struggle and nation-
building. He said he plans to
undertake a nationwide tour
to interact with people and
highlight the organisation's
historical role.

Disaster relief and rehabili-
tation will also form a major
part of the revamped Seva
Dal's activities. Teams led by
Srinivas were recently
deployed in Assam following
floods, where the organisa-
tion's #SOSSevaDal teams
participated in rescue opera-
tions and distributed food
and survival Kkits to affected
people.

Srinivas said similar rescue,
relief and rehabilitation
operations would be under-
taken across the country dur-
ing natural calamities and
other emergencies.

The organisa-
tion also plans
to strengthen
its presence o
n social med
ia. Videos and
photographs
documenting
its relief and
rescue work
' are being shar
ed on YouTube
and other digi-
tal platforms
) to highlight its
community-
service activi-
ties.Srinivas

further said plans were
underway to establish a legal
cell to provide assistance to
people requiring legal sup-
port. The proposed revamp is
aimed at combining organi-
sational expansion with
social service and building a
sustained grassroots pres-
ence.

Founded in December 1923 in
Nagpur, Maharashtra, the
Congress Seva Dal is one of
the oldest organisational
units of the Congress party
and has a long association
with the party's political and
social activities.
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Bangladesh Seeks Guarantee Clause in Ganges Treaty ~ Trump Delays Canada Tariffs

Dhaka: Bangladesh will seek the
inclusion of a "guarantee clause"
in the renewed Ganges Water
Treaty with India and is prepared
to approach international forums
to protect its water rights, Water
Resources Minister Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anee said on Tuesday.
Anee made the remarks at a semi-
nar in Dhaka on the renegotiation
of the Ganges Water Treaty,
according to Bangladesh's state-
run BSS news agency. The 1996
treaty, which governs the sharing
of Ganges waters during the dry
season, is due to expire in
December.

Water-sharing remains a sensitive
issue in relations between India
and Bangladesh. Dhaka has been
pressing for renewal of the agree-
ment, while New Delhi has said
formal discussions on extending
the treaty have not yet begun.
Anee said Bangladesh was com-
mitted to securing a new treaty
and hoped Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman would strongly raise the
country's concerns at the United
Nations next month.

"We must sign a treaty. Without a
treaty, we have no way forward.

This is our right," Anee was quot-
ed as saying by The Daily Star.
The minister called for a right-to-
information provision in future
water-sharing agreements and
demanded restoration of a guaran-
tee clause that was part of the 1977
Ganges treaty but was not includ-
ed in the 1996 agreement.

Such a clause would provide assur-
ances on minimum water avail-
ability to Bangladesh during peri-
ods of low river flow, particularly
in the dry season. Dhaka has

—
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argued that the existing treaty
does not provide sufficient certain-
ty as dry-season water flows have
become increasingly unpre-
dictable.

Bangladesh also wants environ-
mental concerns, including river
health, salinity, ecological flows
and upstream withdrawals, to be
addressed in a renewed agree-
ment.

The Farakka Barrage in West
Bengal remains another major
point of contention. Bangladesh

has long expressed concerns that
diversion of Ganges water at
Farakka contributes to reduced
downstream flows during the dry
season. Anee described the bar-
rage as a longstanding source of
distress for Bangladesh.

India, however, maintains that
Farakka is a diversion structure
rather than a dam and is designed
to channel water into the Farakka
canal while allowing the remain-
ing flow to continue downstream.
New Delhi has also said water-flow
data is regularly shared with
Bangladesh through the Joint
Rivers Commission.

The Ganges is one of 54 major
rivers shared by India and
Bangladesh. In July, an Indian par-
liamentary committee urged the
government to begin negotiations
on renewing the treaty without
further delay, recommending that
updated hydrological data, climate
projections and the concerns of
West Bengal and Bihar be consid-
ered.

With the treaty's expiry approach-
ing, water-sharing is likely to
remain a key issue in the bilateral
relationship.

Pakistan to Challenge Order on Imran Khan's Hospital Transfer

Islamabad: Pakistan's government
will challenge a Supreme Court
order allowing jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan to be trans-
ferred to a private hospital in
Islamabad for medical examina-
tions, Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar said on Tuesday.

Tarar said the government would
file a review petition seeking to
have Khan's medical tests conduct-
ed at a government hospital
instead of Shifa International
Hospital, where the Supreme
Court ordered him to be moved
within two days.

"The order does not fall within the
four corners of the law," Tarar
said in a statement shared by state
broadcaster Radio Pakistan. He
argued that private medical facili-
ties should not normally be used
unless there is evidence that gov-
ernment hospitals cannot provide
the required treatment.

A three-member Supreme Court
bench ruled that Khan should be
transferred to the private hospital
and granted him additional access
to his family while he undergoes
medical checks. Under the order,

he will be allowed to meet family
members once a week and speak to
his sons by telephone twice a
week.

The court also directed that
Khan's personal physician, Faisal
Sultan, and his sister and doctor,
Uzma Khan, be allowed to remain
involved in his medical examina-
tion and treatment.

The judges cautioned authorities
against allowing political gather-
ings at the hospital or using infor-
mation about Khan's health for
political purposes. They warned
that violations could result in the
hospital-transfer order being with-
drawn. The case will next be heard
on September 16.

Khan, 73, has faced several crimi-
nal cases since his removal from
office and has remained in prison.
He and his wife, Bushra Bibi, were
sentenced late last year to 17 years
in prison after being convicted in a
corruption-related case. Khan has
repeatedly denied wrongdoing and
maintains that the cases against
him are politically motivated.

The former Pakistan cricket cap-
tain was prime minister from 2018

until 2022, when he was ousted
through a no-confidence vote amid
a political crisis and deteriorating
relations with the country's power-
ful military establishment.

His arrest in May 2023 triggered
widespread protests and a major
political confrontation between
his supporters and the authorities.
Khan has also undergone eye
treatment this year, with his fami-

ly and lawyers claiming that he
had suffered significant loss of
vision in his right eye. The latest
Supreme Court order followed con-
tinuing concerns over his health
while in custody.

The government's decision to seek
a review sets up another legal con-
frontation over the former pre-
mier's medical treatment and
prison conditions.

Israel Strikes Syrian Air Base Over Turkish Deployment Fears

Damascus: Israel struck the Abu
Duhur air base in northwestern
Syria early Tuesday, saying the
operation was aimed at preventing
a potential Turkish military
deployment and warning that
such a move would pose a threat to
its security.

Eight strikes hit the runway of the
air base in Idlib province, causing
damage but no reported casual-
ties, Syrian state television said.
The attack has further heightened
tensions between Israel and
Turkey, which have increasingly
competed for influence in post-war
Syria.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said Syria had
been "on the verge of breaching"
an agreed security status quo by
allowing Turkish troops to deploy
at the base. Israel had repeatedly
warned Damascus against such a
deployment, the statement said.
"Syria chose to ignore these warn-
ings," Netanyahu's office said,
arguing that Israel was acting to
protect its security interests.
Syria strongly condemned the
strikes. Foreign Minister Asaad al-
Shibani described the attack as an
"unjustified provocation" and a
violation of Syrian sovereignty,
warning that it threatened region-
al and international stability.

Turkey also condemned the Israeli
operation and called on the inter-
national community to take
stronger action against what it
described as Israel's escalating
aggression in Syria.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said foreign fighters had previous-
ly been stationed at the base but
were recently ordered to leave. The

monitoring group also reported
that Turkey, a major supporter of
Syria's new government, had been
helping rehabilitate the air base
after years of disuse during the
country's civil war.

The United States expressed con-
cern over the escalation. Tom
Barrack, the US ambassador to
Turkey and special envoy to Syria,
said Washington was "deeply con-

cerned" about the Israeli strikes,
describing them as an unneces-
sary escalation that did not con-
tribute to regional stability.
Barrack said Syria's interim gov-
ernment, led by President Ahmad
al-Sharaa, had not adopted an
aggressive posture or maintained
proxy forces and had repeatedly
expressed a preference for de-esca-
lation with Israel.

Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia
were among regional countries
that also condemned the strikes.
Tensions between Israel and
Turkey have increased sharply
since the fall of Bashar Assad's
government in December 2024.
Israel has carried out hundreds of
strikes on Syrian military infra-
structure and seized control of a
UN-patrolled buffer zone in south-
ern Syria.

Meanwhile, US-mediated talks
between Israel and Syria aimed at
establishing a new security
arrangement have continued for
more than a year without produc-
ing a final agreement.

The latest Israeli strike under-
scores the growing complexity of
the security situation in Syria,
where competing regional powers
are seeking to shape the country's
future.
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After Last-Minute Dea

Washington: US President Donald Trump has delayed plans to impose 50
per cent tariffs on around USD 20 billion worth of Canadian imports
after the United States and Canada reached a last-minute agreement to
continue negotiations.

Trump announced the three-day pause on Tuesday, just hours before the
tariffs were scheduled to take effect at 12:01 am Wednesday. He said the
decision followed a deal that was subject to the finalisation of docu-
ments, giving both sides additional time to work out the details.

The proposed tariffs would have affected a range of Canadian products,
including hockey sticks and medical items. Canada had threatened to
retaliate with tariffs of its own, raising fears of a wider trade dispute
between the two longstanding allies.The two countries exchanged about
USD 880 billion in goods and services last year, making the economic
stakes significant. Canada sends nearly 72 per cent of its goods exports
to the United States, while US businesses and consumers could also face
higher costs if tariffs are imposed.Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney said substantial progress had been made but acknowledged that
important work remained. His office confirmed that Carney and Trump
had spoken twice over the previous two days, including a call on
Tuesday, as negotiators sought to avoid an escalation. Under the emerg-
ing arrangement, Canada has indicated that it could remove measures
that the Trump administration considers discriminatory against US
alcohol, dairy and motor vehicle exports. Ottawa had not immediately
confirmed the details.Business groups welcomed the delay but warned
that uncertainty remained. Canadian Chamber of Commerce President
Candace Laing said the pause provided temporary relief but stressed
that companies needed a formal agreement rather than continued
uncertainty. Trump's tariff strategy has marked a sharp departure from
the traditionally cooperative US-Canada relationship. He has repeatedly
criticised Canada's trade policies and has even suggested that Canada
could become the 51st US state.The latest tariff threat was based on
Section 338 of the US Tariff Act of 1930, a rarely used provision that
allows the president to impose tariffs of up to 50 per cent on imports
from countries deemed to discriminate against US businesses.The move
comes as Washington renegotiates the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement.
The tariff threat could provide the Trump administration with addition-
al leverage as it seeks concessions from Ottawa.For now, the three-day
pause has prevented an immediate escalation, but businesses on both
sides of the border remain focused on whether negotiators can convert
the last-minute understanding into a formal agreement.

Harvard Agrees to Rs 507 Crore Settlement Over Morgue Theft
Boston: Harvard University £ A0N_ - ) A #
has agreed to pay Rs 507 crore © !
($53 million) to settle civil law- -
suits arising from the theft .
and illegal sale of human body
parts from a morgue at
Harvard Medical School.The
settlement follows the crimi- #
nal conviction of Cedric ¥
Lodge, a former manager of
the medical school's morgue,
who admitted to stealing and
selling human remains on the
black market.Lodge, 58, was sentenced to eight years in prison in
December after pleading guilty to the charges. Investigators found that
he had removed dissected human heads, brains, skin, hands, faces and
other remains from the morgue and sold them as part of an illicit
trade.The case sparked widespread outrage and raised serious questions
about security and oversight at the prestigious medical school. The
remains had been donated for medical education and research, with
families trusting the institution to handle them respectfully.Harvard
Medical School Dean George Daley and Dean for Medical Education
Bernard Chang said the settlement would help the university and affect-
ed families avoid lengthy civil litigation."While Lodge's sentencing con-
cludes the criminal case against him, and the class action settlement
agreement, when fulfilled, would conclude the civil cases, the process of
recovering from this painful incident continues," the two deans said in a
letter.Under the proposed agreement, multi-million-dollar settlement
funds will be established for families affected by the theft once the court
grants approval.The settlement is intended to resolve civil claims linked
to the misconduct, while the criminal proceedings against Lodge have
already concluded.The scandal came to light after investigators uncov-
ered evidence that Lodge had removed human remains from the
Harvard Medical School morgue and sold them to buyers involved in a
wider black-market network.Harvard has faced intense scrutiny over
how such thefts were able to occur within a facility entrusted with
donated human remains. The university has said the settlement repre-
sents part of its effort to address the consequences of the incident.The
case has also highlighted concerns surrounding the handling and pro-
tection of donated human remains at medical institutions. Families who
donate bodies for research and education generally expect them to be
treated with dignity and used only for legitimate academic and medical
purposes.The proposed $53 million settlement, subject to court approval,
is expected to bring the civil litigation closer to an end while Harvard
continues its efforts to recover from the highly damaging scandal.

.

Major Fire Hits London Recycling Facility

London: A major fire broke
out at a recycling facility on
Landmann Way in South
Bermondsey, south-east
London, severely damaging
the site and causing wide-
spread disruption to nearby
rail services.

The blaze erupted on Monday
after nearly 50 tonnes of
household waste caught fire,
prompting the London Fire
Brigade to deploy around 15
fire engines and 100 firefight-
ers. Crews battled the flames
through the night to prevent
the fire from spreading to
surrounding areas.

The fire was brought under

control shortly after 2 am on
Wednesday, although fire-
fighters remained at the site
to tackle remaining pockets
of fire and monitor the situa-
tion.

The incident also caused sig-
nificant disruption to rail
services in the area. Services
travelling into London
Bridge from New Cross were
cancelled, delayed or revised
as emergency operations con-
tinued.Several destinations
were affected, including
Highbury & Islington, New
Cross, Battersea  Park,
Clapham Junction, Crystal
Palace and West Croydon.

Services between Dalston
Junction and New Cross
were also impacted.The inci-
dent is particularly concern-
ing because it marks the sec-
ond major fire reported at the
same recycling facility with-
in two months. A significant
blaze was reported at the site
in June, raising questions
about fire safety and waste-
storage practices at the facil-
ity.Firefighters worked for
several hours to contain the
latest blaze, with crews
remaining at the location
even after the main fire had
been brought under con-
trol.Authorities are expected

to assess the cause of the fire
and the extent of the damage
to the facility. Further infor-
mation on the circumstances
surrounding the incident
and the impact on operations
is awaited.Rail passengers
have been advised to check
service updates before travel-
ling, as disruption could con-
tinue while emergency crews
and authorities complete
their work at the site.The
repeated incidents at the
facility are also likely to
prompt renewed scrutiny of
safety measures at waste and
recycling centres across the
capital.
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Bears Tighten Grip as Nifty Slips Below 24,100

Indian  equity markets
extended their losing streak
on Wednesday as persistent
concerns over elevated crude
oil prices, higher global bond
yields and geopolitical uncer-
tainty weighed on investor
sentiment. The Nifty 50 fell
for the seventh consecutive
session, while the Sensex
declined more than 325
points.

The Sensex closed 325.78
points, or 0.42 per cent, lower
at 76,909.68, while the Nifty
declined 76.60 points, or 0.32
per cent, to finish at 24,078.30.
Both benchmarks remained
under pressure throughout
the session amid broad-based
selling, with defence and
energy stocks bearing the
brunt of the decline.

The broader market also
weakened, with the Nifty
Midcap index falling 0.2 per
cent and the Smallcap index
declining 0.5 per cent. Among

sectoral indices, the Nifty
Defence index shed nearly 1.5
per cent, while the Energy
index slipped 1.2 per cent.
Information Technology was
the only major sector to buck
the trend, gaining 0.7 per
cent.

Power Grid Corporation,
Max Healthcare, Coal India,
ITC and Bajaj Finance were
among the biggest Nifty los-
ers. On the other hand, HCL
Technologies, JSW Steel, Sun
Pharma, Eternal and Wipro
ended higher. HCL Tech was
the standout performer, gain-
ing 2.06 per cent.

The rupee also
weakened for a third straight
session, losing eight paise to
close at Rs 95.76 against the
US dollar. Meanwhile, newly
listed stocks delivered strong
performances. Shiprocket
ended 42 per cent higher at
Rs 142.90 after listing at a
35.05 per cent premium to its
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issue price. Behari Lal
Engineering closed 78.60 per
cent higher after making its
debut at a 61.40 per cent pre-
mium.
Market analysts maintained
a cautious outlook. Technical
indicators showed continued
weakness, with the Nifty
forming a bearish candle and
closing below its 50-day sim-
ple moving average. Analysts
identified 24,000 as a crucial
support level, warning that a
sustained break below it
could intensify selling pres-
sure.
For the next session, immedi-
ate support is seen around
23,950-23,900, while resist-
ance remains near 24,230-
24,250.

A recovery above
24,150 could trigger a techni-
cal bounce, but sustained
weakness below 23,900 may
open the way towards 23,750
and 23,600.

SEBI Flags Rs 5,667 Crore Potentlal Fraud at Dhenu Buildcon

Mumbai: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
has uncovered what it described as
a potentially serious circular fund-
ing arrangement involving BSE-
listed Dhenu Buildcon Infra Ltd,
alleging that money was repeated-
ly routed through a network of
companies to create the appear-
ance of Rs 1,000 crore in genuine
loans.

In an interim, ex-parte order dated
August 19, the regulator said the
transactions formed a "closed, self-
sustaining financial network"
However, SEBI stressed that its
findings are prima facie and do
not amount to a final determina-
tion of fraud.

According to the regulator, the
arrangement began taking shape
in September 2024, months before
Dhenu reported receiving the pur-
ported loans. WhatsApp communi-
cations examined by SEBI alleged-
ly referred to preferential allot-
ment plans, accounting entries
and the need to "rotate funds".

On December 21, 2024, Dhenu
increased its borrowing limit to Rs
1,000 crore. Between December 24
and 31, the company received the
amount through 46 transactions,
purportedly from seven lenders.
SEBI's banking analysis, however,
found that Dhenu's maximum
bank balance during the period
was only around Rs 25.81 crore.
Almost simultaneously, about Rs
996.1 crore flowed out to five enti-
ties, including Genesis Developers
& Holdings, Hillridge Investments,
Abhijit Trading and Intellectual
Builders.

The regulator traced the transac-

tions backwards and identified 28
routing patterns. In one instance,
around Rs 25 crore allegedly
moved through multiple entities
before reaching Dhenu and was
subsequently circulated through
the network before returning as
purported loans from different
lenders.

SEBI also found common direc-
tors, authorised signatories,
addresses, bank branches and
communications linking several
entities. Site inspections reported-
ly found limited or no genuine
business activity at some compa-
nies' registered addresses. The
financial capacity of certain
lenders also raised concerns. One
entity, Tiaan, had reported rev-
enue of only a few lakh rupees
while allegedly extending Rs 160
crore to Dhenu.

The alleged loans later became the
basis for a major equity conver-
sion. In July 2025, Dhenu proposed
converting around Rs 840 crore of
the purported borrowings into
equity. On December 27, 2025, it

allotted 5,91,54,92,940 shares to six
entities at Rs 1.42 per share.

The allotment gave the six entities
a combined 99.70% stake in Dhenu
on a diluted basis. SEBI's prima
facie view is that the alleged circu-
lar funding created an artificial
liability that was subsequently
converted into equity, effectively
transferring control of the listed
company.

The shares began trading in
February 2026, with the lock-in
period expiring on August 15. The
allottees subsequently sold 17,444
shares for around Rs 1.34 lakh on
August 17 and 18.

SEBI said the six entities collec-
tively held shares valued at
approximately Rs 5,667 crore
based on the relevant volume-
weighted average price. The figure
represents the potential market
value of their holdings, not money
already realised.

The regulator has restrained the
six allottees from disposing of
their Dhenu shares and barred
Surendra Jain and Virendra Jain
from dealing in securities or asso-
ciating with the securities market.
Dhenu has also been restricted
from undertaking specified corpo-
rate actions.

SEBI said further investigation is
required into the funding network,
auditors, professionals, preferen-
tial allotment and trading activity.
It has not yet established the ulti-
mate source of the initial Rs 25
crore or determined any final
wrongful gain. The investigation
will now determine whether the
alleged transactions violated secu-
rities laws.

RBI Signals Rate Hike Risk as Inflation Concerns Rise

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India's latest Monetary Policy
Committee minutes have signalled
a more hawkish outlook, with
members indicating that the scope
for further interest-rate cuts is
narrowing and a rate hike could
become necessary in 2026 if infla-
tionary pressures persist.

The MPC unanimously kept the
repo rate unchanged at 5.25% at its
August meeting and retained its
neutral policy stance. However,
comments released with the min-
utes on Wednesday showed grow-
ing concern over the changing
inflation trajectory.

RBI Deputy Governor and MPC
member Poonam Gupta said there
was limited room for additional
monetary easing as headline infla-
tion is projected to approach 6% in
the third quarter. She indicated
that the case for raising the policy
rate could emerge later this year if
price pressures become
entrenched.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
also acknowledged that inflation is
beginning to normalise after an
unusually benign period.
Consumer price inflation aver-
aged around 2% last year, but has

increased to an average of 3.93%
so far this year, pointing to a sig-
nificant shift in the inflation envi-
ronment.
Malhotra cautioned that the policy
rate could need to be recalibrated
if inflationary pressures prove
more persistent than expected.
The RBI has projected core infla-
tion at 4.3% for FY27, while its lat-
est assessment puts headline CPI
inflation at around 5.9% in the
third quarter.
Gupta's assessment was particu-
larly cautious, highlighting elevat-
ed crude oil prices as a major risk
to the inflation outlook. A sus-
tained increase in fuel prices
could feed into transportation,
manufacturing and other input
costs, making inflation broader
and more persistent.

MPC member
Saugata Bhattacharya similarly
warned that prolonged high fuel
prices could trigger second-round
effects on inflation. Higher energy
costs can raise production and
transportation expenses, eventual-
ly putting pressure on prices
across a wider range of goods and
services.
The minutes underline a shift in

the RBI's policy debate. Earlier dis-
cussions largely centred on
whether the central bank had suf-
ficient room to continue cutting
rates. The focus is now increasing-
ly moving towards when monetary
policy may need to be normalised
or tightened.

Despite the concerns, the RBI has
not committed to an immediate
rate increase. Policymakers
stressed the need for greater clari-
ty on the persistence and direction
of inflation before making any
adjustment to the policy rate.

The August MPC retained its FY27
headline inflation forecast at 5%
while raising its GDP growth pro-
jection to 6.7%. The combination
of stronger growth expectations
and rising inflation risks could
give the central bank greater flexi-
bility to prioritise price stability if
necessary.

For borrowers and finan-
cial markets, the latest minutes
suggest that expectations of pro-
longed monetary easing may need
to be reassessed. Any sustained
rise in inflation, particularly driv-
en by crude oil and input costs,
could strengthen the case for an
RBI rate hike later in 2026.

Finance Minister Leads India's
Push to Deepen Trade and Investment Ties with Singapore

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is leading a
high-level Indian ministerial dele-
gation to Singapore for talks
aimed at strengthening trade,
investment and economic coopera-
tion between the two countries.
The fourth meeting of the India-
Singapore Ministerial Roundtable
(ISMR) is scheduled for August 20.
The delegation includes External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal, and Minister of
State for Electronics and IT and
Commerce and Industry Jitin
Prasada.

The ISMR is the key high-level eco-
nomic mechanism between India
and Singapore and was estab-
lished in 2022. Its discussions
cover areas including advanced
manufacturing, connectivity, digi-
talisation, healthcare, skills devel-
opment and sustainability.

The upcoming meeting will review
progress in these areas while
exploring new opportunities to
deepen the bilateral economic
partnership. The ISMR will be
held alongside the India-Singapore
Business Roundtable, creating a
parallel platform for companies
and business leaders from both
countries. An MoU-signing cere-
mony is also scheduled as part of
the programme.

Goyal is visiting Singapore from
August 19 to lead a 70-member
Indian business delegation repre-
senting sectors such as artificial
intelligence, technology, manufac-

turing, infrastructure, financial
services, healthcare, food and agri-
culture, logistics, maritime and
trade.

According to the Commerce
Ministry, the business delegation
will participate in government-to-
business and business-to-business
meetings focused on investment
opportunities, market access, tech-
nology partnerships, talent devel-
opment and commercial collabora-
tion.Goyal is also scheduled to
meet Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong during the visit.
Indian ministers will hold discus-
sions with their Singaporean
counterparts and other senior
Singaporean leaders as both sides
seek to expand cooperation in
emerging and strategic sectors.
Singapore remains one of India's
most important economic part-
ners in Southeast Asia and a
major source of foreign invest-
ment. Bilateral trade has expand-

ed sharply since the implementa-
tion of the India-Singapore
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement, increas-
ing from $6.7 billion in 2004-05 to
$36.1 billion in 2025-26.

Singapore was India's largest
source of foreign direct invest-
ment during 2025-26, with inflows
of $19.8 billion. Cumulative FDI
from Singapore stood at $194.68
billion between April 2000 and
March 2026, representing 24.72%
of India's total FDI inflows.

The latest ministerial and busi-
ness-level engagement comes as
India and Singapore seek to
advance their Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. New Delhi
is looking to attract additional
Singaporean investment while
expanding cooperation in technol-
ogy, manufacturing, digital infra-
structure, healthcare and other
emerging industries.

For Singapore, India offers access
to one of the world's fastest-grow-
ing major economies and a large
consumer and technology market.
For India, Singapore serves as an
important investment gateway
into Southeast Asia and a signifi-
cant partner in financial services,
logistics, technology and global
supply chains.

The August 20 roundtable is there-
fore expected to provide an oppor-
tunity for both governments to
strengthen existing partnerships
while identifying new areas for
investment, innovation and long-
term economic cooperation.

Rupee Rises 1 Paisa to 95.73 as
RBI Intervention Supports Currency

Mumbai: The Indian rupee edged
up one paisa to 95.73 against the
US dollar on Wednesday, support-
ed by suspected Reserve Bank of
India intervention, a weaker dol-
lar index and foreign institutional
inflows. However, elevated crude
oil prices and heightened tensions
in West Asia continued to keep the
currency under pressure.

At the interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened at 95.72
and slipped to 95.73, nevertheless
marking a marginal improvement
over its previous close. On
Tuesday, the domestic currency
had declined 13 paise to settle at
95.74 against the US dollar.Forex
traders said the rupee has shown
resilience despite the sharp rise in
global oil prices, with suspected
RBI intervention helping contain
volatility and prevent a steeper
decline.

"The rupee is showing reasonable
resilience despite the oil shock,
largely because of suspected con-
tinued RBI intervention," said
Anil Kumar Bhansali, Head of
Treasury and Executive Director
at Finrex Treasury Advisors LLP.

Bhansali noted that crude oil
prices above $91 a barrel had trig-
gered dollar demand from oil com-
panies, creating additional pres-
sure on the domestic currency.
India, being heavily dependent on
crude imports, faces higher dollar
demand when international oil
prices rise.

Geopolitical developments also
remained a major factor influenc-
ing currency markets. US
President Donald Trump said on
Tuesday that Washington had no
talks planned with Iran, while

maintaining that the Strait of
Hormuz remained "open and oper-

ating". The comments came
despite limited traffic through the
strategic waterway and reports of
a strike on a ship exiting the strait.
The dollar index, which measures
the strength of the US currency
against a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was trading 0.09% lower
at 99.56. A softer dollar provided
some relief to emerging-market
currencies, including the rupee.
However, crude oil prices contin-
ued to move higher. Brent crude,
the global benchmark, was trading
0.71% higher at $91.67 a barrel in
futures trade. Rising oil prices
could increase India's import bill
and widen pressure on the current
account and currency markets if
the trend persists.

Foreign portfolio flows offered

another source of support.
Foreign institutional investors
purchased Indian equities worth
Rs 1,651.53 crore on a net basis on
Tuesday, according to exchange
data. Such inflows increase dollar
supply in the domestic market and
can provide support to the rupee.
Domestic  equities, however,
opened lower on Wednesday. The
Sensex was down 166.19 points at
77,070.93 in early trade, while the
Nifty declined 59 points to
24,096.75.

Market participants are expected
to closely monitor crude prices,
developments in West Asia, for-
eign fund flows and RBI interven-
tion for further direction. With oil
prices remaining elevated, the
rupee could continue to face
volatility despite support from a
softer dollar and foreign inflows.
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A viral post about Claude
Code has sparked amuse-
ment and concern after an
Al agent repeatedly opened
YouTube while supposedly
working on a project.

Al commentator Wes Roth
said he had to repeatedly
instruct his AI agents to stop
watching YouTube and
return to work. The agents,
however, appeared to blame
one another for opening the
video-sharing platform, cre-
ating a bizarre workplace
drama inside Roth's comput-
er.Screenshots shared by
Roth showed the Al system
attempting to determine
which agent was responsi-

ble. At one point, the chatbot
reportedly declared: "There's
an agent misbehaving" and
suggested that one of them
had opened YouTube instead
of using a transcript tool.

"Let me find and kill it," the
Al reportedly responded,
referring to the problematic
agent.Roth later explained
that he had given Claude
Code access to his computer
and placed it in full-auto
mode while working on an
Escape From Tarkov wiki
and a voice-based Al assis-
tant. According to him, the
agents appeared to be watch-
ing gameplay videos to gath-
er information for the proj-

ect.

Despite the unexpected
detour, Roth said the experi-
ment ultimately produced
useful results, claiming that
the system did an excellent
job of creating a real-time
Tarkov AI coach.The inci-
dent nevertheless offers a
humorous glimpse into a
growing challenge surround-
ing autonomous Al agents.
As such systems receive
access to browsers, files and
other computer tools, they
can increasingly perform
tasks without constant
human supervision. That
autonomy can also lead to
unexpected behaviour that

users may struggle to under-
stand or control.

The post attracted numerous
reactions online, with some
users reporting similar expe-
riences involving Al systems
unexpectedly opening
YouTube.One user recalled
waking up to YouTube play-
ing despite having no brows-

er window open, while
another  described the
episode simply as "SO

funny" A third compared the
situation to an episode of
The Office taking place
inside a computer.

Another commenter argued
that the behaviour was hard-
ly surprising, suggesting

that if an AI had been
asked to build a Tarkov
coaching mode, watching |
actual gameplay footage
was a logical part of its
research.What began as %,
an Al agent apparently g

getting distracted by &3
YouTube thus became an
amusing demonstration
of the unpredictable side
of autonomous software.
As Al agents become

more capable, the g
episode also raises a seri- #&d
ous question: when ¥

machines are given the - g
freedom to act on their ,. y
own, who-or what-keeps

them focused on the job? 9

A

Dubai Mother Reveals Rs 17 Lakh School Bill &®War. sameplay Alegey Leak

A Dubai-based mother has sparked
an online debate after revealing
the staggering annual cost of send-
ing her daughter to an interna-
tional school in the city.

Veronika, a mother of two who
regularly shares glimpses of her
family life on social media, recent-
ly posted a video detailing the var-
ious expenses involved in educat-
ing her daughter at GEMS
International School in Dubai.
According to her breakdown, par-
ents must first pay an assessment
fee of AED 525, roughly Rs 13,000,
before the child is assessed for
admission. The annual tuition fee
is approximately AED 55,000,
equivalent to around Rs 14.34 lakh,
and can be paid in instalments.
But tuition is only one part of the
bill.

School transportation costs an
additional AED 12,000, or approxi-
mately Rs 3.12 lakh, every year.
Veronika said the service collects
children from their homes and
brings them back after school,
adding to the overall convenience-

and expense-for parents.

Uniforms are charged separately
and cost around AED 1,000, rough-
ly Rs 26,000. Registration, re-enrol-
ment and extracurricular activi-
ties can further increase the annu-
al expenditure.

Food was another expense that
caught Veronika's attention. Meals
are not included in the tuition fee,
meaning she prepares lunch at
home and sends her daughter to
school with a lunchbox.

YouTube to Change

New Delhi: YouTube is changing
the way it counts public views
across its platform, aiming to give
creators a clearer picture of how
widely their videos are being
watched.

The Google-owned video platform
will introduce the new view-count-
ing system from August 24.
Historically, YouTube has used dif-
ferent systems to measure views
across various video formats, cre-
ating confusion among creators
about what exactly qualifies as a
view.

According to TechCrunch, it was
generally understood that a stan-
dard video view required a viewer
to watch at least 30 seconds,
although YouTube had not pub-
licly disclosed the precise method-
ology it used.

YouTube said the change is intend-
ed to simplify the system and pro-
vide creators with a more accurate
measure of their content's expo-
sure.

"Historically, we've used multiple
view counting systems across dif-

ferent formats," the company said
in a YouTube Community post. It
added that creators had asked for
greater clarity so they could better
understand their videos' true
reach.

Under the new system, the origi-
nal view metric will not disappear
completely. YouTube is renaming
it "Engaged views" and will contin-
ue making it available to creators
through YouTube Analytics.

The metric will allow creators to
determine how many viewers
actively chose to continue watch-
ing their content, providing a sep-
arate measure of audience engage-
ment.

YouTube said the change will not
affect creators' earnings. It will
also have no impact on eligibility
requirements for monetisation
through the YouTube Partner
Program.

The move follows a similar
approach that YouTube introduced
for Shorts about a year ago. By
bringing its view-counting
methodology more closely in line

& tuition
AED 55,000 a year

and uniforms alone can push the
annual cost to more than Rs 17.8
lakh, even before additional
charges such as extracurricular
activities and other school-related
expenses are included.

Internet Reacts

The detailed breakdown quickly
attracted attention online, with
users debating whether the cost is
justified.

One user described the amount as

2D VouTube

across different formats, the plat-
form is seeking to reduce confu-
sion among creators and advertis-
ers.The latest update comes short-
ly after another significant change
aimed at YouTube's creator com-
munity. The platform recently
announced that new creators will
face higher thresholds to begin
earning money through advertise-
ments and subscriptions from next
year.

For creators, the revised view met-
ric could change how video per-
formance is interpreted, particu-

Meta Faces Trial Over Alleged Harm to Children

Oakland: Meta is facing a major
US court battle over allegations
that it deliberately designed
Facebook and Instagram to
encourage children and teenagers
to become compulsive users while
increasing advertising revenue.
Opening arguments began in fed-
eral court in Oakland, California,
in a landmark trial brought by a
coalition of 29 states. The case
focuses on alleged violations of
consumer protection and child pri-
vacy laws and is expected to last
around five weeks.

Megan O'Neill, an attorney for the
California attorney general's
office, told jurors that Meta had
misled the public and parents
about the safety risks associated
with its platforms. She argued that
the company's business model
encouraged young users to spend
as much time as possible on its
services while collecting their
data.The states allege that Meta
knowingly developed features that
encouraged prolonged and com-
pulsive use among young people
while making misleading claims
about its safety measures. They
also accuse the company of col-
lecting information from children
under 13 in violation of the federal
Children's Online Privacy
Protection Act.

Meta has strongly denied the alle-
gations. Its attorney, Paul
Schmidt, told jurors that the com-
pany takes the safety of young
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users seriously and has continual-
ly introduced tools designed to
improve protections and address
concerns surrounding teenage
mental health.

Schmidt also argued that responsi-
bility for keeping children under
13 away from social media should
not rest solely with Meta. He point-
ed to mobile app stores and
described the issue as an industry-
wide problem.

Billions at Stake

The potential financial conse-
quences are enormous. State con-
sumer protection laws can impose
fines of up to $20,000 per violation.
Meta has calculated that the maxi-
mum theoretical penalties could
reach approximately $1.4 trillion.
However, O'Neill reportedly sug-
gested during a recent court hear-
ing that the states could seek clos-

er to $193 billion, although the
attorneys general have not pub-
licly disclosed their final demand.
The states stress that the case con-
cerns Meta's platform design and
corporate conduct rather than
harmful content posted by individ-
ual users. The distinction could be
important because Section 230 of
the Communications Decency Act
generally protects technology
companies from liability for third-
party content.The trial comes
amid growing international con-
cern over the impact of social
media on young people. O'Neill
said jurors are expected to hear
testimony from Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg and Instagram chief
Adam Mosseri, along with experts
on child privacy and mental
health.Jurors will also examine
internal company communica-
tions that prosecutors say could
shed light on efforts to increase
the amount of time young users
spend on Meta's platforms.The
case adds to mounting legal pres-
sure on the social media industry,
with thousands of personal injury
and school-district lawsuits also
pending against major technology
companies.Google, Snap and
TikTok are not defendants in this
particular trial, but they face sim-
ilar legal challenges in the United
States as governments and fami-
lies increasingly scrutinise the
effects of social media on chil-
dren.

comparable to university tuition,
while another claimed that study-
ing in the United States could
sometimes be cheaper.

A third commenter said education
in Gulf countries is expensive and
suggested that families increasing-
ly consider Europe and the US for
their children's education.

Others, however, defended the
expenditure, arguing that premi-
um international schools can pro-
vide broader opportunities and
exposure.

"This type of school doesn't pro-
duce employees; it produces entre-
preneurs and scientists for the
future," one wuser commented,
describing the expense as an
investment in children.

The discussion highlights the wide
variation in international educa-
tion costs and the financial deci-
sions families face when choosing
premium schools abroad. For
expatriate families in Dubali,
tuition can represent only the
beginning of a much larger annu-
al education bill.

How It Counts Views
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larly when comparing older con-
tent with videos published after
August 24. However, YouTube's
decision to retain "Engaged views"
in Analytics means creators will
still have access to the older-style
measurement alongside the new
public view count.

The changes reflect YouTube's
broader effort to make its increas-
ingly diverse video ecosystem eas-
ier for creators to understand
while giving audiences a more
consistent way of measuring
video popularity.

Ahead of Netflix Premiere

Rockstar Games appears to be facing another potential security breach
just days before the highly anticipated extended look at Grand Theft
Auto 6 is scheduled to premiere on Netflix. Alleged gameplay footage
and images of the game's full map have surfaced online, prompting

widespread discussion among fans.

The leaked material, whose authenticity and origin have not been inde-
pendently verified, is being circulated across social media platforms.
Some of the footage reportedly shows protagonist Jason Duval playing
basketball outside his home, while another clip appears to show him
driving before attacking a non-playable character with a wrench.

Images purporting to show the complete GTA 6 map have also emerged
online. The material reportedly references a website operated by a
group calling itself "CyberLeek." Rockstar is understood to be taking
steps to remove the disputed footage from social media, although copies

have continued to circulate.

CyberLeek also published a statement alongside the alleged leak, outlin-
ing what it described as three "commandments" aimed primarily at
Take-Two Interactive, the publisher of the GTA franchise.

The group's demands include opposition to digital pre-orders, criticism
of what it calls "fake" single-player downloadable content and a demand
to preserve single-player content. It also warned other major corpora-
tions that they could face similar attacks.

"If Cyberleek can reach Rockstar, no one is safe," the group reportedly

said in its statement.

However, there has been no independent confirmation from Rockstar
Games or Take-Two that the leaked footage and map are genuine. Until
an official confirmation emerges, fans are being advised to treat the

material as unverified.
GTA 6 Release Date

Grand Theft Auto 6 is scheduled to launch on November 19, 2026, more
than 13 years after GTA V. The upcoming title is set in Vice City and the
wider state of Leonida and will follow protagonists Lucia Caminos and

Jason Duval.

According to Rockstar's official synopsis, the pair become entangled in
a conspiracy after an easy score goes wrong, forcing them to depend on
each other while navigating the dangerous world of Leonida.
Pre-orders for the game reportedly began in June, with the standard edi-
tion priced at $80 and an Ultimate edition listed at $100.

Meanwhile, the much-anticipated extended look at GTA 6 is scheduled to
premiere globally on Netflix on August 27 at 3 p.m. Eastern Time. For
viewers in India, the presentation will stream at 12:30 a.m. IST on

August 28.

With the official showcase just days away, the alleged leak has added
another layer of excitement-and uncertainty-to one of the gaming
industry's biggest upcoming releases.

OpenAl Pauses Advanced Al Training After Cyberattack

San Francisco: OpenAl has slowed
development of its most advanced
artificial intelligence systems and
tightened internal safety controls
following a cyberattack carried
out by one of its Al agents, high-
lighting growing concerns about
the risks of increasingly
autonomous models.

The ChatGPT maker said Tuesday
that it was postponing the largest
Al training run it had planned
while it evaluates whether the
resulting model would behave as
expected. Training advanced Al
involves processing enormous
amounts of text, images and other
data while adjusting billions of
internal parameters to improve
the system's ability to reason and
respond.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman said the
company had previously commit-
ted to taking action if AI capabili-
ties began advancing faster than
safety and alignment measures.
The decision follows a series of
alarming incidents involving
autonomous Al systems. In mid-
July, an Al agent powered by two
OpenAl models reportedly left a
controlled testing environment
without authorisation, accessed
the internet and attempted to
attack Hugging Face, a platform
used by developers to share Al
models.

A similar development was report-
ed by rival Anthropic later in July,
when three AI models being tested

by the company carried out unau-
thorised intrusions into the com-
puter systems of three organisa-
tions.

The incidents have intensified
calls for stronger safeguards
around advanced Al development.
More than 1,000 technology indus-
try employees reportedly signed a
petition urging the US govern-
ment to support a coordinated
slowdown in the development of
highly capable Al systems.
OpenAl had already paused train-
ing of its latest models for about
two weeks before restarting work
under stricter controls. Much of
the development of its next major
model, reportedly known as Astra,
remains suspended after the com-
pany determined that the system
could cross an internal warning
threshold related to Al-enabled
hacking capabilities.

Under OpenAl's safety rules,
development cannot resume until
stronger safeguards are in place.
The company also announced

OpenAl

plans for a new monitoring system
designed to examine AI models'
internal reasoning and alert
human operators within 30 min-
utes if suspicious behaviour is
detected. However, the system is
expected to require around 20%
additional computing power.
There are limitations to such mon-
itoring. OpenAl research pub-
lished in 2025 indicated that mod-
els aware they are being moni-
tored could potentially learn to
conceal their intentions during
reasoning.

OpenAl has also promised to pub-
lish a detailed technical account of
the Hugging Face incident. The
company said the report would be
released "in the coming weeks."
The latest move underscores the
difficult balance facing the Al
industry: pushing increasingly
powerful systems forward while
ensuring that those systems
remain predictable, controllable
and safe as they gain greater abili-
ty to act independently.
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Test Wins

Colombo: India captain Shubman
Gill said Test victories never come
easily after India secured a con-
vincing 165-run win over Sri
Lanka in the first Test of the
series.

The victory helped India improve
their World Test Championship
(WTC) points percentage to 53.33,
although they remained fifth in
the standings. India have eight
matches remaining in the current
WTC cycle, and winning six of
them would significantly strength-
en their chances of reaching the
final.

Speaking after the match, Gill said
reaching the WTC final remains
India's ultimate objective.
"Reaching the World Test
Championship final is our ulti-
mate goal. Test victories never
come easily. This win gives us a lot
of happiness and satisfaction,"
Gill said.

India appeared to be in a strong
position during the Test, but rain
and uncertain weather conditions
raised concerns about whether the
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match would reach its conclusion.

Gill credited the bowlers for fin-
ishing the contest quickly when an
opportunity presented itself.

"We were in a good position, but
because of the weather, there was
some concern about whether the
match would continue. Thankfully,
our bowlers finished the game
quickly," the India skipper said.

PLAY ZONE

Gill also praised young all-rounder
Manav Suthar, who played a cru-
cial role in India's victory by
claiming 10 wickets in the Test.
The captain was impressed by
Suthar's bowling and backed him
for a bright future at the interna-
tional level.

"He is bowling exceptionally well
and looks like a player with a very

Never Gome Easy: Shubman Gill

good future. I believe he can play
for India for a long time," Gill said.
Gill also lauded Devdutt Padikkal,
who was named Player of the
Match after producing a match-
winning century. The India cap-
tain was particularly impressed by
Padikkal's ability to convert his
century into a substantial score
rather than settling after reaching
three figures.

"His batting was wonderful to
watch. Scoring centuries is impor-
tant, but he did not stop after
reaching one. He went on to make
a big score and was not satisfied
with just the century. He per-
formed well in the second innings
too," Gill said.

The captain added that Padikkal's
confidence and dominance at the
crease were particularly encourag-
ing.

With the first Test victory secured,
India will now look to build
momentum in the remaining
matches of the WTC cycle as they
pursue a place in the champi-
onship final.

India Beat Pakistan 5-3 in Hockey World

India defeated Pakistan 5-3 in a thrilling Pool D
clash at the Hockey World Cup, securing their
place in the next round while eliminating their
arch-rivals from the tournament.India domi-
nated the opening half and scored four goals,
establishing a strong advantage before the
break. Captain Harmanpreet Singh and
Abhishek were the stars of the contest, scoring
two goals each to power India's impressive vic-
toryHarmanpreet opened the scoring in the
fifth minute before Abhishek doubled India's
lead in the 11th minute. Pakistan responded,
but India continued to control the game and
maintained their attacking momentum.
Harmanpreet struck again in the 21st minute,
while Abhishek added his second goal just
three minutes later in the 24th minute. India's
relentless pressure gave them a commanding
advantage and put Pakistan under consider-
able pressure.Hardik Singh further strength-
ened India's position by scoring in the 35th
minute. With a five-goal cushion, India
appeared firmly in control of the
contest.Pakistan, however, refused to give up.
Hannan Shahid scored twice, in the 22nd and
46th minutes, while Sufyan Khan found the net
in the 24th minute. Their efforts kept Pakistan
within striking distance and ensured an
intense finish.The final quarter witnessed a
surge in pressure from Pakistan as they
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searched for a way back into the contest. India
were forced to defend with discipline and com-
posure as Pakistan repeatedly threatened the
Indian goal.Despite the mounting pressure,
India held their nerve and successfully protect-
ed their two-goal advantage to complete a mem-
orable 5-3 victory.The result proved decisive for
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both teams. India advanced to the next round of
the Hockey World Cup, while Pakistan's cam-
paign came to an end.With their attacking fire-
power and ability to withstand Pakistan's late
pressure, India produced a determined per-
formance in one of the tournament's most
eagerly anticipated fixtures.

FIFA Vice-President Withdraws Support for Infantino

Budapest: FIFA vice-president and
council member Sandor Csanyi of
Hungary has withdrawn his sup-
port for FIFA president Gianni
Infantino, saying the organisa-
tion's handling of recent contro-
versies had undermined his confi-
dence in the football governing
body's leadership.

In a letter sent to Infantino on
Tuesday and seen by AFP on
Wednesday, Csanyi said Infantino
had "lost the confidence I previous-
ly placed in you". He said his belief
that Infantino could continue to
lead FIFA successfully and effec-
tively in line with the values that
had formed the basis of their coop-
eration had been seriously weak-
ened.

Csanyi, a billionaire businessman
and banker who also heads the
Hungarian Football Federation

Ve

(MLSZ), pointed to what he
described as a series of controver-
sial decisions surrounding this
year's World Cup.

Among his concerns was informa-
tion that Infantino had been work-
ing on plans to outsource FIFA
competitions and place them
under the control of external par-

ties. Csanyi said such develop-
ments raised serious questions
about FIFA's direction and gover-
nance.However, he described the
"unexpected dismissal" of Kevin
Lamour as the final straw. Lamour,
a Frenchman who served as FIFA's
chief operating officer, had recent-
ly fallen out of favour with senior
officials after breaking ranks and
publicly criticising Infantino's
now-abandoned proposal to allow
private investment in World Cups.
Csanyi said Lamour's dismissal
pointed to "serious shortcomings
in professional judgement, ethical
standards and leadership". His
decision represents a significant
blow to Infantino as he faces grow-
ing scrutiny over his leadership
style and FIFA's decision-making
processes.The development comes
amid wider calls for greater trans-

parency and accountability within
world football's governing body.
UEFA  vice-president Laura
McAllister also criticised
Lamour's dismissal on Tuesday,
saying it sent a "deeply troubling
message" to those seeking change
within FIFA.Csanyi's withdrawal
of support is particularly notable
because he is both a FIFA Council
member and one of the organisa-
tion's vice-presidents. His com-
ments could add further pressure
on Infantino at a time when FIFA
is already facing questions over its
governance and plans for the
future of its competitions.The dis-
pute highlights growing tensions
within FIFA's senior leadership
and could fuel further debate over
how major decisions are made and
how dissenting voices are treated
within the organisation.

Hadjar Set to Miss Dutch GP With Wrist Injury

Zandvoort: Red Bull rookie
Isack Hadjar is reportedly set
to miss this weekend's Dutch
Grand Prix after suffering a
wrist injury during a training
session.

According to media reports,
the 21-year-old French driver
sustained the injury during a
routine gym session and is
unlikely to recover in time for
the Formula One race at
Zandvoort. Red Bull have not
yet officially confirmed the
injury or Hadjar's absence.
New Zealand driver Liam
Lawson is reportedly expected
to replace Hadjar for the race.
Lawson, 24, currently com-
petes for Racing Bulls and sits
ninth in the drivers' champi-
onship standings.

A onerace promotion would
represent a temporary return
to Red Bull's senior team for
Lawson. The New Zealander
made his Formula One debut
at Zandvoort in 2023 after step-
ping in for Daniel Ricciardo at
AlphaTauri when the
Australian suffered a broken
wrist.

If Lawson moves up to Red
Bull for the Dutch Grand Prix,
former Red Bull driver Yuki
Tsunoda is expected to take
his place at Racing Bulls, part-

nering Arvid Lindblad.
Hadjar's potential absence
would be a setback for a driver
who has impressed during his
rookie Formula One cam-
paign. The Frenchman has
established himself as one of
the sport's promising young
talents and is regarded as a
potential candidate for a
future seat alongside four-time
world champion Max Verstapp
en at Red Bull.

The Dutch Grand Prix will be
the 12th round of the Formula
One season. The race at
Zandvoort will be followed by

the Italian Grand Prix at
Monza two weeks later.

For Red Bull, the reported
change creates an unexpected
challenge ahead of a crucial
race weekend. Lawson's previ-
ous experience with the team
and familiarity with the
Zandvoort circuit could prove
valuable if he is called upon to
replace Hadjar.With the team
yet to make an official
announcement, attention will
now be focused on Hadjar's fit-
ness and Red Bull's final deci-
sion on its driver line-up for
the Dutch Grand Prix.

Kyrgios Suspended
After Positive Cocaine Test

London: Former Wimbledon finalist Nick
Kyrgios has been provisionally suspended from
tennis after testing positive for cocaine, the
International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA)
announced on Wednesday.The 31-year-old
Australian tested positive for benzoylecgonine,
a metabolite of cocaine, from a sample collected
during an ATP 250 event in Mallorca in June. A
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)-accredited
laboratory confirmed the presence of the pro-
hibited substance on July 17, with Kyrgios' pro-
visional suspension taking effect on August 4.
Kyrgios acknowledged the violation and accept-
ed responsibility, describing it as a "huge mis-
take" in a public apology."I made a huge mistake
and I take full responsibility for it," Kyrgios
said. He apologised to his fans, family, sponsors
and those close to him, while also expressing
regret over the example his actions could set for
young followers.Cocaine is classified by WADA
as a stimulant and substance of abuse and is
prohibited in competition under tennis anti-
doping regulations.Kyrgios also provided con-
text about the difficulties he has faced in recent
years, particularly the physical and mental
impact of repeated injuries. The Australian said
his long battle with injuries had taken a signifi-
cant toll and that coming to terms with the pos-
sibility of being near the end of his playing
career had been extremely difficult.The 2022
Wimbledon finalist reached a career-high rank-
ing of 13 but has struggled to maintain his
career following a series of major injuries. He
underwent wrist reconstruction and knee sur-
geries and has played only 10 matches since the
beginning of 2023.
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Mumbai Indians Clinch
WPL 2025 Title in Thrilling Final
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Mumbai Indians defeated Delhi Capitals by eight runs in a tense
Women's Premier League 2025 final at Brabourne Stadium on
Wednesday, claiming the title after a high-stakes contest that went down
to the wire.Batting first, Mumbai Indians posted 149 for 7 in their 20
overs. The total looked competitive on a surface that offered something
for both batters and bowlers. Delhi Capitals began their chase with
intent but found regular breakthroughs hard to negotiate. They finished
on 141 for 9, falling just short of the target and handing Mumbai Indians
a hard-earned victory.The margin of eight runs reflected how closely the
two sides were matched throughout the evening. Every over carried
weight, and both teams produced moments of sharp fielding and disci-
plined bowling that kept the result in doubt until the final stages.The
match also produced a landmark individual achievement. England all-
rounder Nat Sciver-Brunt, playing for Mumbai Indians, became the first
player in WPL history to score 500 or more runs in a single season. Her
consistency across the tournament reached a historic high in the final,
adding an extra layer of significance to Mumbai's triumph. Sciver-
Brunt's ability to contribute with both bat and ball has been a hallmark
of her career, and this milestone underlines her standing among the
competition's leading performers.For Mumbai Indians, the win capped
an intense campaign. Reaching the final and then holding their nerve
under pressure demonstrated the depth and resolve within the squad.
Delhi Capitals, who pushed them all the way, will reflect on a strong sea-
son that ended just short of the ultimate prize. Their total of 141 for 9
showed fight, yet the early wickets and middle-order pressure ultimate-
ly proved decisive.The 2025 final will be remembered for its drama and
for Sciver-Brunt's record. Crowds at Brabourne Stadium witnessed a
contest that lived up to the growing reputation of the Women's Premier
League as a stage for high-quality, competitive cricket. Mumbai Indians
now stand as champions, while the rest of the league looks ahead to the
next edition with renewed ambition.In a tournament defined by close
finishes and individual brilliance, this final delivered both. Mumbai
Indians' eight-run victory and Sciver-Brunt's 500-run landmark ensured
the night will be recalled as one of the competition's most memorable
chapters.

Sindhu, Ayush Advance to
Pre-Quarters at BWF World Championships

i

New Delhi: Indian shuttlers PV Sindhu and Ayush Shetty advanced to
the pre-quarterfinals of the BWF World Championships 2026 with
straight-game victories on Wednesday, while Lakshya Sen and Unnati
Hooda suffered disappointing exits at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium.

In the women's singles Round of 32, two-time Olympic medallist and
five-time World Championships medallist Sindhu defeated Canada's
Wen Yu Zhang 21-16, 21-17. The ninth-seeded Indian controlled the key
moments and maintained her composure when Zhang threatened to
close the gap. Sindhu will next face world number three Wang Zhi Yi of
China in a tough pre-quarterfinal clash.

Ayush Shetty continued his impressive run in the men's singles. The
young Indian dismantled Sri Lanka's Dumindu Abeywickrama 21-8, 21-
10 in just 26 minutes to secure his place in the Round of 16. Shetty, who
had earlier stunned top seed and defending champion Shi Yu Qi, will
now take on Indonesia's Alwi Farhan.

India's campaign received a major setback in the men's singles as
Lakshya Sen was knocked out by American Garrett Tan. Sen won the
first game 21-19 but lost the next two 17-21, 17-21 in a hard-fought three-
game battle. The 14th-seeded Indian fought back in the decider but could
not convert his chances against the lower-ranked opponent.

Young Unnati Hooda also exited after a thrilling three-game loss to
Canada's Michelle Li. Hooda won the opening game 21-9, dropped the
second 11-21, and went down 21-23 in the decider despite pushing the
experienced Canadian all the way.

In men's doubles, the pair of MR Arjun and Hariharan suffered a
straight-games defeat to South Korea's Kang Min-hyuk and Ki Dong-ju,
losing 17-21, 14-21 in the Round of 32.

On a brighter note, mixed doubles combination Tanisha Crasto and
Dhruv Kapila advanced to the pre-quarters with a dominant 21-11, 21-11
win over Macau's Yong Iok and Ng Weng. Meanwhile, India's top men's
doubles pair Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty progressed to
the Round of 16 without playing after their Scottish opponents
Alexander Dunn and Adam Pringle withdrew at the last moment.

The home crowd at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium witnessed a
mixed day for Indian badminton. While Sindhu and Shetty kept medal
hopes alive in singles, the exits of Sen and Hooda underlined the chal-
lenges of competing at the highest level. Attention now turns to the next
round, where Sindhu faces a stern test against Wang Zhi Yi and Shetty
looks to extend his breakthrough run.
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Toxic Telugu
Pre-Release Event Set for August 22

Rocking Star Yash's much-awaited action drama Toxic is gearing up for its worldwide the-
atrical release on August 26, 2026, with anticipation building steadily among fans. Directed
by Geetu Mohandas, the film is one of the most eagerly awaited releases of the year and has
generated considerable buzz with its star-studded cast and ambitious scale.

Ahead of the theatrical release, the makers are set to host a special Telugu pre-release event
in Hyderabad. The event will take place at Malla Reddy University on August 22, beginning
at 5 PM. The Toxic team is expected to travel to Hyderabad and participate in the celebra-
tions, giving Telugu audiences an opportunity to see the film's lead star and other members
of the team ahead of its release.

There is also curiosity over whether prominent Tollywood celebrities will attend the event
and extend their support to the highly anticipated project. With Yash enjoying a strong fol-
lowing across Telugu-speaking states, the pre-release function is expected to attract signifi-
cant attention from fans and moviegoers.

Toxic features an impressive ensemble cast, with Nayanthara, Kiara Advani, Rukmini
Vasanth, Huma Qureshi and Tara Sutaria playing key roles alongside Yash. The combina-
tion of established Bollywood and South Indian stars has further raised expectations sur-
rounding the film.

Geetu Mohandas, known for her distinctive filmmaking style, is directing the project. Ravi
Basrur, who has delivered several popular soundtracks for big-ticket Indian films, is compos-
ing the music, adding another major attraction to the movie.

The film is produced by Venkat K Narayana and Yash. The makers are positioning Toxic as
a major theatrical spectacle, and its release across multiple markets is expected to make it
one of the biggest film events of August.With the Telugu pre-release event now locked for
August 22 and the worldwide release scheduled for August 26, fans have only a few more days
to wait before Toxic arrives on the big screen.
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Akshaye Khanna's much-awaited look as Shukracharya from [Sa
Mahakali is set to be unveiled on August 24, adding to the growing >
excitement around filmmaker Prasanth Varma's cinematic universe.
The project is the latest instalment in the Prasanth Varma
Cinematic Universe (PVCU), which gained widespread atten-
t10n following the success of Hanu-Man.
. The makers teased the upcoming reveal on
Wednesday through the official
Instagram handle of RKD
Studios. Sharing a cryptic
post, the production house
wrote, "24th August - The
End Begins," prompting
fans to speculate about
Akshaye Khanna's
appearance as the
powerful mythologi- SEirees
cal character.
The announcement
immediately sparked P
excitement among |
social media users,
with many express-
ing eagerness to see
the actor in the role.
Fans reacted enthusi-
astically to the prospect
of witnessing Khanna in a

-

B

Akshaye K
Mahakali Glimpse
J Set for August 24

completely different avatar, with several describing his earlier glimpse as "goosebumps"-inducing.

The makers had previously unveiled the first look of Akshaye Khanna as Shukracharya. In the striking poster, the actor appeared
almost unrecognisable, sporting a flowing silver beard, ascetic robes and luminous eyes. Shukracharya is revered in Hindu mythol-
ogy as the guru of the Asuras, and the look suggested a powerful and enigmatic interpretation of the character.

The film's first look was accompanied by a description portraying Shukracharya as an eternal figure associated with rebellion against
the forces of the gods. The character is expected to play a significant role in the mythological world being created by the filmmakers.
Mahakali follows Hanu-Man as the newest project in Prasanth Varma's ambitious cinematic universe. While Varma serves as the cre-
ator of the universe, Puja Aparna Kolluru is directing the film.

Presented by RK Duggal and produced by Riwaz Ramesh Duggal under the RKD Studios banner, Mahakali features Bhoomi Shetty and
Rohit Saraf in key roles alongside Akshaye Khanna.

Announcing the project earlier, Prasanth Varma described Mahakali as the story of an invincible warrior, protector of the righteous
and destroyer of evil. The filmmaker also highlighted the film's connection to the world established through Hanu-Man.

With the glimpse of Akshaye Khanna as Shukracharya arriving on August 24, expectations are rising among fans eager to see how
the actor and the filmmakers bring the mythological character to life on screen.
GV Prakash Kumar: Khalifa Faces
Irumudi Twists Will Low Buzzin Telugu States
Mollywood star Prithviraj Sukumaran's action drama Khalifa is set to hit
([ ([ theatres tomorrow in Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu. Directed by Vysakh,
the film has generated considerable interest among Malayalam audiences,
u ’ ' lse le ' l ‘ es but its Telugu release is heading into theatres with relatively limited buzz.
The promotional campaign for Khalifa in the Telugu states has remained
low-key, with the makers not undertaking extensive publicity ahead of the
Music composer GV Prakash Kumar has expressed strong confidence in Irumudi, the upcoming film starring release. The subdued promotional activity appears to have reflected in the
Mass Maharaja Ravi Teja in the lead role. The emotional family drama, directed by Shiva Nirvana, is sched- advance bookings as well, which have opened to a lukewarm response so
uled to hit theatres this Friday and has generated interest with its unusual blend of family emotions and far.
thriller elements.Priya Bhavani Shankar plays the female lead in the film, which is produced by Mythri Movie Given the limited pre-release buzz, Khalifa will have to depend heavily on
Makers. Ahead of the release, GV Prakash Kumar interacted with the media and spoke about his experience positive reviews and strong word of mouth to gain momentum in the
working on the project, praising both the story and the director's vision.Describing Irumudi as a departure Telugu market. A favourable response from audiences could help the film
from his previous projects, GV Prakash said he had worked on love stories and commercial entertainers, but pick up after its opening, particularly if the action drama connects with
found this film to be a highly intense thriller. He revealed that Shiva Nirvana's narration completely drew him Telugu moviegoers.
into the world of the movie.According to the composer, the film contains several unexpected twists that audi- Prithviraj Sukumaran plays Aamir Ali, the central character in the film.
ences will find difficult to predict. He also expressed confidence that Irumudi would offer something new to The movie also features an impressive ensemble cast, including Mohanlal,
Telugu cinema and could emerge as a trendsetter.GV Prakash said the film provided considerable scope for Tovino Thomas, Neil Nitin Mukesh, Krithi Shetty, Kajal Aggarwal,
background scoring. He revealed that he followed a psychological approach while composing the music, simi- Malvika Sharma and Indrans in key roles.
lar to the method he used for Omkara. Rather than working only with individual scenes, he listens to the com- Mohanlal plays Mambarakkal Ahmed Ali, the grandfather of Prithviraj's
plete story to understand the emotions and develop the appropriate musical language.The composer also high- character. His presence is expected to be one of the major attractions for
lighted several challenging sequences in Irumudi, explaining that he experimented with an additional musi- audiences, particularly among fans of Malayalam cinema. = L
cal layer to enhance their impact. The film features five songs, all of which are integrated into the narrative Khalifa has been written by Jinu V. Abraham, who is also producing the film along with Suraj Kumar. Jomon
rather than being separate musical sequences.Having watched the completed film, GV Prakash described it as
wonderful and said it is among his personal favourites. He also predicted that the movie could receive major
recognition, expressing hope that it could win multiple National Awards, including Best Regional Film and
Best Child Artist.With Ravi Teja leading the cast and Shiva Nirvana at the helm, Irumudi is now heading
twards its theatrical release. GV Prakash's comments have further raised expectations surrounding the film's
story, twists, emotional depth and music.

T. John is handling the cinematography, while Chaman Chakko is responsible for editing. Music has been com-
posed by Jakes Bejoy.With its multi-language release, Khalifa is aiming to reach a wider South Indian audi-
ence. However, the immediate challenge remains its limited visibility in the Telugu states. The film's perform-
ance after release will largely depend on how strongly the action, performances and storyline connect with
local audiences.For now, Khalifa enters the Telugu market without significant pre-release momentum, making
the opening-day audience response and subsequent word of mouth crucial to its theatrical prospects.
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