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Legendary Climber
Nirmal Purja Dies in
Broad Peak
Avalanche

Girl Apologises Over
Remarks Against
PM Modi After FIR
Filed

Delhi Lakshmi
Yojana Portal
Opens, 1,083
Women Register on
First Day

AP Records 21 %
Growth in Net GST
Revenue Up to July

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Vijayawada: Andhra
Pradesh recorded strong
growth in tax revenues dur-
ing the first four months of
FY 2026-27, with Net GST col-
lections reaching Rs 13,283
crore by July 2026, register-
ing 21% year-on-year growth,
according to the Commercial
Taxes Department.

Chief Commissioner of
State Tax Babu A said the
State’s total Commercial
Taxes collections P3
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“Viksit Bharat Vision Gains Momentum
with Andhra Projects, Says Narendra Modi

17,900-Crore PrOJects Launched in Andhra, PM Modi Highlights Growth Vision

Bhogapuram, Aug 1| TPN
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday described
the day as a historic milestone
in Andhra Pradesh’s develop-
ment journey, dedicating the
newly constructed Alluri Sita-
rama Raju International Air-
port at Bhogapuram to the na-
tion and launching
development projects worth
over 18,000 crore across air-
port infrastructure, roads, rail-
ways, and energy sectors.

Addressing a massive gath-
ering at Bhogapuram, Modi
said the projects would acceler-
ate Andhra Pradesh’s progress
towards the vision of ‘Swar-
nandhra Pradesh’. Beginning
his speech with greetings in
Telugu, he paid respects to re-
gional deities including Lord
Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy, Simhachalam Appan-
na, Kurmanath Swamy, and Py-
dithalli Ammavaru, express-
ing his privilege in visiting the
sacred North Andhra region.

The Prime Minister praised
the grand Dhimsa dance per-
formance by more than 13,000
tribal women, describing it as
a magnificent showcase of In-
dia’s rich tribal heritage. He
congratulated Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu for his vi-
sion and said the cultural pro-

Bhogapuram Airport Marks
New Era of Development: Pawan Kalyan

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan said the inaugu-
ration of the Alluri Sitarama
Raju International Airport at
Bhogapuram marks a new
chapter in Andhra Pradesh’s
development and is a fitting re-
ply to those who earlier mocked
the project.

Addressing the inauguration
ceremony, Pawan Kalyan said
the three-party alliance worked
with a vision for development

during the 2024 elections and
that the formation of the alli-
ance paved the way for major
investments and infrastruc-
ture projects in the state. He
said the airport P3

Lokesh Highlights Growth
Impact 0f Bhogapuram Airport

Bhogapuram, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Minister for HRD, IT and
Electronics Nara Lokesh said
the inauguration of the Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport at Bhogapuram is a
historic moment for North
Andhra and a strong reply to
those who doubted the region’s
development potential.

Addressing the gathering
during the airport inaugura-
tion, Lokesh said an airport
has come up in a P3

gramme added glory to the de-
velopment event.

Paying tribute to freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju,
Modi said naming the airport
after him was a mark of re-
spect. He stated that the
Bhogapuram Airport would
become a new runway for
North Andhra’s growth and a
launchpad for the future of the
state’s youth.

Highlighting India’s aviation
growth, Modi said the number
of operational airports in-
creased from 74 in 2014 to 166 in
the last 12 years. He said the
UDAN scheme transformed air
connectivity by making air
travel accessible to common
citizens, with its second phase

PM Modi Launches

Bhogapuram, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, during his visit to North
Andhra on Saturday, inaugu-
rated the Alluri Seetharamara-
ju International Airport at
Bhogapuram and launched,
dedicated, and laid foundation
stones for several major devel-
opment projects across Andhra
Pradesh.

Modi laid the foundation
stone for the ASIP Technolo-
gies semiconductor packaging
and testing unit at Turlavada
in Visakhapatnam district.

involving an investment of
29,000 crore.

The Prime Minister said the
Centre was developing the
‘Blue Economy’ by upgrading
ports from Visakhapatnam to
Krishnapatnam and construct-
ing new ports at Mulapeta and
Ramayapatnam. He also men-
tioned highway projects, the
Visakhapatnam-Raipur Ex-
pressway, and railway projects
worth nearly 1 lakh crore to
improve connectivity.

Emphasising the importance
of PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan, Modi said inte-
grated logistics development
would benefit industries and
farmers while improving ease
of doing business.

He said Andhra Pradesh’s
talented youth had earned
global recognition in software
and IT sectors and stressed the
need to utilise their potential
for national growth. Under
Chandrababu Naidu’s leader-
ship, AP was emerging as a
manufacturing hub with in-
vestments from global
companies.

Modi highlighted the growth
of semiconductor, artificial in-
telligence, and data centre sec-
tors in the state, including
Google’s major investment
plans. He said the Central Gov-
ernment was establishing a
major pharmaceutical facility
at Nakkapalli and renewable
energy projects in Rayalasee-
ma would strengthen the
state’s industrial ecosystem.

Stating that Andhra Pradesh
was progressing rapidly due to
the “double-engine govern-
ment”, Modi expressed confi-
dence that the Visakhapatnam
Economic Region would
emerge as a major economic
hub in Asia and contribute to
the vision of Viksit Bharat.

Governor Justice S. Abdul
Nazeer, Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan, Union
Ministers, State Ministers,
MPs, and MLAs participated in
the programme.
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Bhogapuram Airport Sparks
Reverse Migration Says CM Naidu

Bhogapuram, Aug 1
| TPN Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Saturday said the
inauguration of Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport
at Bhogapuram by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, along
with several ongoing develop-
ment projects in North
Andhra, marks the beginning
of reverse migration in the
region.

Addressing a massive public
meeting, Chandrababu Naidu

said the airport would usher in
a new era of growth, opportu-
nities, and global connectivity,
transforming North Andhra
into one of India’s fastest-
growing regions. He described
the project as the realization of
a collective dream and dedicat-
ed it to farmers who voluntar-
ily gave land, calling them the
true architects of the region’s
future.

Built by GMR Group, the air-
port is expected to boost inter-
national investment, tourism,
trade, and employment. P3

 PM Modi Inspects Bhogapuram
Rirport Facilities After Inauguration

Bhogapuram, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inspected the facilities at
the terminal of Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport
after inaugurating the project
on Saturday. During the visit,
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu explained the pil-
grimage destinations and his-
torical heritage of Andhra
Pradesh, especially the North
Andhraregion, through a mas-
sive video wall installed inside
the terminal.

Representatives of the GMR
Group briefed the Prime Min-
ister on the airport model, in-
frastructure, and key features.
Narendra Modi also observed
the artworks displayed across
the terminal premises.

Later, the Prime Minister
posed for a photograph with
Governor S. Abdul Nazeer,
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan, Education Min-
ister Nara Lokesh, BJP State
President P. V. N. Madhav, and
GMR representatives.

The leaders travelled to the
public meeting venue in an
open-top jeep, witnessing a
grand ‘Thimsa’ dance perfor-
mance presented by 13,500 trib-
al women, highlighting the cul-
tural heritage of the region.

At the meeting venue, Nar-
endra Modi received a warm
welcome from the gathering,
with people waving national
flags and cheering enthusiasti-
cally. Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu P3

Multiple Projects Across State

ASIP Technologies Private
Limited is developing the facil-
ity in partnership with APACT
of the Republic of Korea and
will become the first semicon-
ductor manufacturing centre

in Andhra Pradesh. The un1t is
expected to manufacture
around 96 million semiconduc-
tor chips annually and gener-
ate high-skill employment
opportunities.

Governor Joins PM Modi at Historic
Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration

Bhogapuram, August 1
| TPN Bureau

Governor S. Abdul Nazeer
participated in the inaugura-
tion of Alluri Sitarama Raju
International Airport at
Bhogapuram by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Saturday.

Later, the Governor attended
the public meeting held on the
occasion, where Prime Minis-

ter Narendra MOdl laui founda-
tion stones and launched sev-
eral development projects.

The programme was attend-
ed by Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, Gover-
nor of Goa Ashok Gajapathi
Raju, Union Minister for Civil
Aviation K. Ram Mohan Naidu,
Union Ministers of State Dr.
Chandrasekhar Pemmasani,
Bhupathi Raju Srinivasa Var-
ma, and Murlidhar Mohol.

Deputy Chief Minister K.
Pawan Kalyan, Minister of IT
& HRD Nara

BhogapuramAlrpoﬂ Inauguratlonaﬁrand Success: CM Naldu

Amaravati, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Chief Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu expressed happiness
over the grand success of the
inauguration of Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport
at Bhogapuram, describing the
event as a magnificent affair.
He congratulated ministers
and officials for their coordi-
nated efforts in making the
programme a success.

After returning to Amara-
vati from Visakhapatnam, the
Chief Minister held a telecon-
ference with ministers and of-
ficials involved in organizing
the event. He said the response

from the people of North
Andhra was unforgettable and
reflected the public enthusi-
asm for meaningful
initiatives.

The CM appreciated the ar-

rangements made from the
welcome programme featuring
‘Thimsa’ folk performances to
the public meeting. He said the
entire event was conducted
with great enthusiasm, with

people participating as if it
was a festival in their own
homes.

Chandrababu praised offi-
cials for ensuring smooth
transportation of people from
different areas through buses
without causing traffic disrup-
tions. Ministers informed him
that the public expressed satis-
faction with the food and trans-
port arrangements.The Chief
Minister said it was encourag-
ing to see ministers, senior of-
ficials, and district administra-
tion officials working together
as a team during major events.
He stated that the participation
of people from all sections of

society during the Prime Min-
ister’s visit created a memora-
ble atmosphere.

He announced that he would
personally meet and present
awards to officials who worked
hard for the successful conduct
of the meeting as a gesture of
encouragement.Ministers
Atchannaidu, Payyavula Kes-
hav, Anagani Satya Prasad,
Vangalapudi Anita, Kandula
Durgesh, Nimmala Rama-
naidu, and Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar participated in the tel-
econference along with senior
officials Krishna Babu, Veera-
pandian, I&PR Director Viswa-
nath, and CMO officials.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the transmission system
for wind and solar energy
zones in Kurnool and launched
solar energy zone transmis-
sion schemes with capacities
of 2,500 MW in Anantapur and
1,000 MW in Kurnool. The
transmission projects, devel-
oped at a cost of over 820
crore, will facilitate the evacu-
ation of renewable energy gen-
erated from the Kurnool and
Anantapur renewable energy
zones.Modi also unveiled
plaques for the foundation
stones of the Kurnool-IV Re-
newable Energy Zone trans-

mission project and a high-lev-
el bridge Dbetween
Penchalakona and Yerpedu on
NH-565 at Lingasamudram.

He dedicated the Khammam-
Devarapalli greenfield four-
lane expressway, Khammam-
Devarapalli package, and
Tadipatri four-lane bypass
roads to the nation.

The projects are aimed at
strengthening Andhra
Pradesh’s semiconductor, re-
newable energy, and transport
infrastructure sectors while
supporting industrial growth,
connectivity, and employment
generation across the state. P3

Bhogapuram Airport to
Boost North Andhra Growth

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister for Civil Avi-
ation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu said Bhogapuram Alluri
Sitarama Raju International
Airport will become the gate-
way for the development of
North Andhra and create new
opportunities for the region.

Rammohan Naidu partici-
pated in the airport inaugura-
tion ceremony conducted by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday along with

Governor Abdul Nazeer Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu, Goa Governor Ashok
Gajapathi Raju, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan and
Minister Nara Lokesh. He ex-
plained the airport facilities
and terminal P3

Bhogapuram Airport to Transform North
Andhra Economy: Srinivasa Varma

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister of State for
Heavy Industries and Steel
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Var-
ma said the Central Govern-
ment is giving special priority
to Andhra Pradesh’s develop-
ment under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Speaking at Bhogapuram, he
said the state government un-

der Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan and
Minister Nara Lokesh is mov-
ing ahead with P3
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SCoR GM Reviews Railway
Development Works

Vijayawada, August 1| TPN
Bureau

South Coast Railway Gener-
al Manager Sandeep Mathur
conducted a two-day inspec-
tion of key railway stations
and infrastructure projects
across the Guntur and Vi-
jayawada divisions, reviewing
development works, passenger
amenities, and future expan-
sion plans.

On the second day, Mathur
inspected Mangalagiri Rail-
way Station, where he re-
viewed facilities developed un-
der the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme (ABSS) and directed
officials to further improve
passenger convenience and
service quality. Guntur Divi-
sional Railway Manager Sud-
heshna Sen and senior railway
officials accompanied him.

At Rayanapadu, the General
Manager reviewed the pro-
gress of the Rail Over Rail
(RoR) project, stressing timely
completion, adherence to qual-

ity standards, and strict safety
measures. Vijayawada Divi-
sional Railway Manager Mohit
Sonakiya also participated in
the inspection.

Mathur later inspected pas-
senger amenities at Rayana-
padu and Gangineni stations
before reviewing the proposed
Nambur Line and yard plan-
ning at Errupalem. He suggest-
ed improvements to the pro-
posed track alignment to
support future railway
operations.

The inspection concluded at
Madhira Railway Station,
where he assessed ongoing in-
frastructure upgrades and pas-
senger facilities. Reiterating
that safety remains the highest
priority, Mathur called for con-
tinuous monitoring of develop-
ment works, timely execution,
quality construction, and im-
proved passenger-centric ser-
vices across the South Coast
Railway network.

BJP Launches Free Legal Aid
Centres Across Andhra Pradesh

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh unit of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has launched free legal
advice centres across the state
to provide legal assistance to
the poor, the needy, and party
workers. The initiative was in-
augurated at the BJP state of-
fice in Vijayawada under the
guidance of State President P.
V. N. Madhav.BJP Legal Cell
Chairman Pratap Reddy said
two advocates will be available
every Saturday from 10 am to 1
pm at the state office and all
district party offices to offer
free legal advice and assis-
tance. He said the initiative

aims to ensure that financial
constraints do not prevent peo-
ple from accessing justice.

State Office In-charge Uppa-
lapati Srinivasa Raju said the
programme is an extension of
the party's 'Janata Varadhi' ini-
tiative and announced plans to
strengthen the BJP Legal Cell
through regular training pro-
grammes for young lawyers on
BNS, BNSS, BSA, trial proce-
dures, writ petitions, and PIL
drafting.

Senior Advocate Jupudi Ran-
garaju, NTR District BJP Pres-
ident Adduri Sri Ram, BJP
spokesperson Shaik Baji, and
other party leaders attended
the inauguration.

NEET-UG 2026 Counselling
to Begin on August 4

Vijayawada, August 1| TPN
Bureau

Dr. NTR University of Health
Sciences Vice-Chancellor Pu-
lala Chandrasekhar an-
nounced that the schedule for
NEET-UG 2026 counselling has
been finalised for the All India
Quota, Deemed Universities,
Central Universities, and State
Quota admissions.

The first phase of All India
Quota counselling will be held
from August 4 to 17, while State
Quota counselling is scheduled
from August 13 to 22. The last
dates for joining are August 22
for the All India Quota and Au-

gust 28 for the State Quota.

Pulala Chandrasekhar said
the second and third rounds,
followed by the stray vacancy
round, will continue until Oc-
tober 10, while the academic
session will commence on Sep-
tember 8. He advised students
to complete all formalities
within the prescribed schedule
and keep their documents
ready. He added that all medi-
cal colleges have been instruct-
ed to treat Saturdays, Sundays,
and gazetted holidays as work-
ing days to ensure timely com-
pletion of the counselling
process.

Affordable Rice Sales to
BeginAcross AP onAugust 2

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

The state government’s Af-
fordable Rice Sales programme
will begin across the state on
August 2, with Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Nadendla
Manohar launching the initia-
tive at Patamata Rythu Bazaar
in Vijayawada.

The State Civil Supplies De-
partment introduced the pro-
gramme to supply quality rice
at subsidised prices. The
launch, originally scheduled
for August 1, was postponed
due to the inauguration of Al-

luri Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Under the scheme, BPT su-
perfine rice will be sold at Rs 52
per kg, while BPT raw rice will
be available at Rs 50 per kg. Of-
ficials said arrangements have
been completed for sales
through 130 Rythu Bazaars and
500 rice mill counters across
Andhra Pradesh.The initiative
aims to make essential com-
modities affordable and acces-
sible while strengthening the
public distribution system.

ANDHRAPRADESH

Godavari Swells as Heavy Rains
Trigger High Alert in East Godavari

CH Raju

Rajamahendravaram,
August 1 | TPN Bureau

Heavy rains in the upper
catchment areas of Maharash-
tra and Telangana have caused
the Godavari River to swell
rapidly, prompting authorities
to place East Godavari district
on high alert. The river, which
remained calm until the end of
July, witnessed a sharp rise in
water levels over the past three
days, increasing concerns
across the Godavari basin.

At Bhadrachalam, the water
level crossed 50 feet, leading to
the issuance of the second dan-
ger warning. The rising in-
flows increased pressure at the
Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage in
Dowleswaram, where officials
recorded 6.16 lakh cusecs at
midnight on August 1, rising to
7,01,030 cusecs by 3 am.

District Collector Keerthi
Chekuri said the administra-
tion was fully prepared to han-
dle the situation. A 26-member
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team from Vi-
jayawada, led by Inspector
Deepak, has been deployed in
Rajamahendravaram to assist
evacuation and relief opera-
tions in coordination with po-
lice, fire, revenue, and medical
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departments.

Urban Tahsildar Ranjith Ku-
mar inspected the Godavari
riverbanks along with the
NDRF team. Rajamahendra-
varam RDO R. Sivaramudu re-
viewed flood preparedness in
Kedaralanka and AV Lanka vil-
lages of Kapileswarapuram
mandal and instructed offi-
cials to ensure drinking water
supply, transport, electricity,
and fodder availability.Flood-
ing has disrupted connectivity
to 19 villages in the Koida area
after causeways were sub-
merged. Ferry services be-
tween Narsapuram and Saki-
netipalli have been suspended.
Papikondalu tourism boat ser-
vices were also temporarily

halted after cofferdam water
levels crossed 30 metres.

AP State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (APSDMA)
Managing Director Prakhar
Jain said Bhadrachalam water
level stood at 55.1 feet, with the
third danger warning in force.
The Dowleswaram Cotton Bar-
rage recorded inflow and out-
flow of 8,36,315 cusecs. Offi-
cials expect further rise in
flood levels.Authorities ad-
vised people in low-lying and
riverbank areas to avoid bath-
ing, fishing, or entering flood-
waters and shift to safer loca-
tions if required. Emergency
assistance is available through
the toll-free helpline 1800 425
0101.

APCPDCL Launches 1912 IVRS
Facility for New Power Connections

Vijayawada, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Central
Power Distribution Corpora-
tion Limited (APCPDCL) has
launched a New Service Con-
nection (NSC) application fa-
cility through the 1912 Inte-
grated Voice Response System
(IVRS), allowing consumers to
apply for electricity connec-
tions from their homes.

Launching the service, AP-
CPDCL Chairman and Manag-
ing Director P. Pulla Reddy said
the initiative aims to provide
simple, transparent, and tech-
nology-driven services with
consumer convenience as the
priority. He said the 1912 Con-
sumer Care Service, which al-
ready handles complaints, has
now been expanded to process
new connection applications.

Consumers can dial 1912 and
follow IVRS instructions to
register applications. The re-
quests will be forwarded to
field officials for document ver-

ification, technical inspection,
and completion of formalities
within the prescribed time-
frame.Pulla Reddy said the fa-
cility would benefit rural con-
sumers, senior citizens, and
persons with disabilities by
reducing office visits and im-
proving efficiency. He appreci-
ated the IT Department, Cus-

tomer Services Department,
and 1912 Call Centre team for
implementing the service.

Director (Technical) Avula
Murali Krishna Yadav, Chief
General Manager (Operations)
Subrahmanyam, General Man-
ager (LMC) Srinivasa Reddy,
and senior officials attended
the launch programme.

Pawan Kalyan Orders Probe into Tiger Death

Amaravati, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan has ordered a
comprehensive and transpar-
ent inquiry into the death of a
tiger in the Racherla Beat of
the Giddalur Division under
the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam
Tiger Reserve (NSTR).

Expressing concern over the
incident, Pawan Kalyan said
tiger conservation is vital for
maintaining ecological bal-
ance and described the death
of the animal as a serious mat-
ter. He directed the NSTR Field
Director to conduct a detailed
investigation to determine
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whether the tiger died of natu-
ral causes or due to human in-
volvement, including poaching
or poisoning.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the exact cause of death
should be established through
post-mortem and forensic ex-

aminations in accordance with
wildlife conservation proto-
cols. He also instructed Forest
Department officials to inten-
sify patrolling and strengthen
surveillance across forest are-
as to prevent similar
incidents.

Pawan Kalyan reiterated
that protecting Andhra
Pradesh's forests and wildlife
is a collective responsibility
and affirmed the coalition gov-
ernment's commitment to bio-
diversity conservation. He
warned that if any wrongdo-
ing is established during the
investigation, strict legal ac-
tion will be taken against those
responsible.

APCRDA Allots 109 Returnable
Plots to Amaravati Farmers

Amaravati, August 1 |
TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Capi-
tal Region Development Au-
thority (APCRDA) allotted 109
returnable plots to farmers
who contributed lands for
Amaravati capital city con-
struction through an e-lottery
held at the APCRDA office in
Rayapudi on Saturday.Farm-
ers from Thulluru, Nelapadu,
Rayapudi, Borupalem, Lin-
gayapalem, and Velagapudi
villages received the plots.
The allotment also covered
eligible farmers seeking al-
ternative plots due to road
alignment issues, court cases,
and land acquisition-related

problems.The — """ "=

transparent on- ~
line lottery
was conduct-
ed in the
presence
of benefi- |
ciary
farmers,
with trial
runs held

for residen-

tial and
commercial
plots. A total of
25 farmers were
allotted 74 residential

and 35 commercial plots.AP-
CRDA Director (Lands) — Cap-
ital City K.S. Bhagyarekha
handed over provisional allot-

ment certificates
and advised ben-
eficiaries to
complete
registra-
\ tions early.
I GIS per-
'1 sonnel and
village

j surveyors
will assist
farmers in
locating

Andhra Pradesh

Capital Region Development Authority /
. / their plots.
%X_ Special Deputy

"4

Py Sy Collectors G. Sai

Srinivasa Naik, P.
Padmavathi, G. Muralidhar,
and M. Seshi Reddy partici-
pated in the
programme.
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Over 5,800 Await Organ
Transplants in State

Amaravati, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

As many as 5,839 people in
the state are waiting for organ
transplants, according to the
latest Jeevandan data, high-
lighting the growing need for
organ donation in the state.
Ahead of National Organ Do-
nation Day on August 3, Health
and Medical Education Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav urged
families to discuss organ dona-
tion and support the life-saving
initiative.

Satya Kumar Yadav said
Andhra Pradesh emerged as
one of the leading states in or-
gan donation, ranking sixth
nationally in 2025. During the
previous year, 301 organ trans-
plant surgeries were per-
formed using organs retrieved
from 93 brain-dead donors,
while 56 donors have been reg-
istered this year as of July 24.

A state-level organ donation
programme organised by Jee-
vandan will be held in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Sunday.

Jeevandan data showed that
3,715 patients are awaiting kid-
ney transplants, 2,009 require
liver transplants, 96 need heart

&)

transplants, 15 are waiting for
lungs, and four require pancre-
as transplants. Organ trans-
plant services have expanded
from three hospitals to nine
across Visakhapatnam, Vi-
jayawada, Guntur, Prakasam,
Tirupati, Nellore, Kurnool, and
Anantapur districts.

The Minister said one brain-
dead donor can save up to eight
lives and appealed to families
to take informed decisions. He
added that the government pro-
vides Rs 10,000 funeral assis-
tance to donor families.

Chief Transplantation Of-
ficer Dr. Manmadha Rao said
Jeevandan follows a transpar-
ent digital system for organ al-
location based on registration
date, medical urgency, and tis-
sue compatibility.

Minister Durgesh Ensures Quick
Relief at Nidadavolu Bus Stand

Nidadavolu, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula
Durgesh directed officials to
clear stagnant rainwater at the
Nidadavolu bus stand after
heavy rains caused inconven-

ience to commuters on/

Saturday.
Though attending the inau-
guration of the Alluri Sitara-

ma Raju International Airport |

at Bhogapuram, the minister
immediately contacted offi-
cials upon learning about the
situation and instructed them
to take up emergency meas-
ures. Acting on his directions,
officials deployed pumps to re-
move the accumulated flood-
water and restore normal
movement at the bus stand.
Kandula Durgesh said re-
sponding promptly to public
issues is the government's pri-
ority, irrespective of official
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engagements. He also advised
residents and farmers to re-
main alert in view of therising
flood levels in the Godavari
River and to cooperate with au-
thorities during emergency
situations.

Commuters and residents
appreciated the minister's
swift intervention and thanked
him for ensuring immediate
relief.

AP JAC Seeks Action on
Employees’ Pending Demands

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN
Bureau

AP Joint Action Committee
(JAC) State President A. Vid-
yasagar and Secretary General
K. S.S. Prasad urged Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu to
resolve the long-pending de-
mands of state government em-
ployees, teachers, workers, and
pensioners.

Addressing the AP JAC State
Executive Committee meeting at
the AP NGO Home in Vijayawa-
da on Saturday, the leaders de-
manded appointment of the 12th
Pay Revision Commission (PRC),
announcement of 30% Interim
Relief (IR), release of pending
Dearness Allowance (DA) instal-
ments, 11th PRC arrears, and
payment of Earned Leave (EL)
encashment pending since 2022.

A. Vidyasagar said more than
eight years had passed since the
last pay revision, causing dissat-
isfaction among employees. He

said AP JAC had submitted an
action plan notice to the Chief
Secretary and conducted a state-
wide representation campaign
from July 1 to July 8, meeting
public representatives and Dis-
trict Collectors.K. S. S. Prasad
said the ministerial committee
had responded positively and as-
sured that a meeting with the
Chief Minister would be ar-
ranged soon. He stressed the im-
portance of DA in protecting em-
ployees from inflation and urged
the government to announce a
clear roadmap for pending
issues.

Pawan Kalyan Nominated for
SIIMA Awards 2026 Best Actor

Hyderabad, August 1 | TPN cinema across various catego-

Bureau

The nominations for SIIMA
Awards 2026 have been an-
nounced, with actor and Jana
Sena Party chief Pawan Kaly-
an earning a nomination in the
Best Actor category for his per-
formance in the upcoming film
0G.

Pawan Kalyan will compete
with leading South Indian ac-
tors including Dhanush for Ku-
bera, Nani for HIT 3, Naga
Chaitanya for Thandel, Teja
Sajja for Mirai, and Venkatesh
for Sankranthiki Vasthunam.

The SIIMA Awards recog-
nise excellence in South Indian

ries, including performances,
technical achievements, and
contributions to the film
industry.

Pawan Kalyan’s nomination
has attracted attention as OG
is among his major cinematic
projects in recent years. The
final winners will be an-
nounced at the SIIMA Awards
2026 ceremony, where actors
and technicians from across
the South Indian film industry
will be honoured.

Representatives of various
employee and pensioners’ or-
ganisations attended the
meeting.
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BhogapuramAirport InaugurationataGlance

Puttaparthi: The Rayalaseema Town That
Connected the World Through Service

Rayalaseema's spiritual in-
fluence does not end with Tiru-
mala. Puttaparthi, in Ananta-
pur district, has introduced the
world to a distinctly different
model of development. While
Tirupati transformed faith
into economic activity, Putta-
parthi transformed faith into
humanitarian service, and hu-
manitarian service into re-
gional development. Its signifi-
cance, therefore, extends far

beyond being the home of an
ashram. It has become a sym-
bol of Rayalaseema's social
progress, educational excel-
lence, healthcare services and
international recognition. The
Prasanthi Nilayam Ashram,
founded by Sri Sathya Sai
Baba, is today one of the
world's best-known spiritual
centres. According to esti-
mates by the organisation,
nearly 3 to 5 million devotees
and visitors from more than
120 countries visit Puttaparthi
every year. During major festi-
vals, hundreds of thousands of
devotees arrive within a single
week. This steady flow of visi-
tors has significantly boosted
hotels, transport services, local
businesses, employment and
the regional service economy,
making Puttaparthi another
excellent example of a multi-
plier economy. What distin-
guishes Puttaparthi, however,
is that this economic activity is
directly linked to humanitari-

an service.Puttaparthi has
earned global recognition
through three pillars of public
welfare—free healthcare, free
education and safe drinking
water. Since its inception, the
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of
Higher Medical Sciences at
Prasanthigram has provided
completely free treatment to
more than 3.5 million outpa-
tients, performed over 350,000
complex surgeries, and carried
out more than 150,000 cardiac
catheterisation procedures.
Every year, another 70,000 to
80,000 new patients receive ad-
vanced medical treatment en-
tirely free of cost. The institu-
tion has emerged as one of the
world's most remarkable exam-
ples of a super-speciality
healthcare system driven en-
tirely by the philosophy of self-
less service rather than com-
mercial objectives.What makes
this model even more unique is
its tradition of voluntary medi-
cal service.Many leading su-
per-speciality doctors from
some of India's premier hospi-
tals regularly visit Puttaparthi
for designated periods to offer
their services free of charge.
Specialists in cardiology, neu-
rosurgery, urology, ophthal-
mology and several other dis-
civplines consider their work
not merely as medical practice
but as an offering of service in-
spired by the ideals of Sri Sath-
ya Sai Baba. This unique blend
of world-class medical exper-
tise and humanitarian values
has given Puttaparthi's health-
care system a distinctive iden-
tity. Another remarkable fea-
ture of the hospital is that

Bhogapuram Airport to Drive
North Andhra Growth: Lokesh

continued

place where some people
once questioned the need for
even basic transport facilities.
He said the project reflects the
vision of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Chief Minis-
ter Nara Chandrababu Naidu.

Lokesh described North
Andhra as the future growth
engine of Andhra Pradesh and
said the airport would create
opportunities in industries, IT,
tourism, exports and employ-
ment. He appreciated the con-
tribution of farmers, workers
and GMR Group in completing

the project.

He said the NDA government
has brought several major pro-
jects to Andhra Pradesh, in-
cluding infrastructure, railway
zone and industrial invest-
ments. Lokesh stated that
North Andhra, which was once
known for migration, would
now become a region of jobs
and opportunities.He ex-
pressed confidence that
Bhogapuram Airport would
place the region on the global
map and accelerate develop-
ment across Andhra
Pradesh.

every essential service—from
diagnostic tests and surgeries
to medicines, food and accom-
modation—is provided com-
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metres. It is widely regarded as
alandmark achievement in the
history of voluntary public
service in India. The initiative

pletely free from the moment a
patient enters the hospital un-
til discharge. It stands as one
of the rare examples in the
world demonstrating that
healthcare can be delivered as
an act of human service rather
than a commercial enterprise.

The same philosophy ex-
tends to education. Through
the Sri Sathya Sai Institute of
Higher Learning (SSSIHL) and
its affiliated educational insti-
tutions, thousands of students
receive quality education eve-
ry year, entirely free of cost.
Equal emphasis is placed on
academic excellence, character
building, discipline and a spir-
it of service, making the insti-
tution's educational model
unique. Among Puttaparthi's
most influential service initia-
tives is its drinking water pro-
ject. In one of India's most
drought-prone regions, the pro-
ject has supplied safe drinking
water to more than 1.5 million
people across over 731 villages
through a pipeline network ex-
tending more than 2,000 kilo-

demonstrated how non-govern-
mental organisations can play
a transformative role in re-
gional development alongside
government agencies.The
drinking water programme
was not confined to Anantapur
district alone. The Sri Sathya
Sai Central Trust later extend-
ed similar projects to Chittoor
district in Rayalaseema and
parts of Telangana, further
reinforcing its humanitarian
mission. Another interesting
dimension of Puttaparthi's fu-
ture lies in transport connec-
tivity. The inclusion of Putta-
parthi in the Central
Government's proposed high-
speed rail corridor suggests
that the town could gain great-
er economic and tourism sig-
nificance in the years ahead.
If the proposal materialises, it
could further expand spiritu-
al tourism while attracting ad-
ditional investments, service-
sector growth and employ
ment opportunities.The influ-
ence of Puttaparthi extends
far beyond the boundaries of

the ashram. Devotees, volun-
teers, students and medical
professionals from around the
world contribute significantly
to the local economy. Hotels,
transport services, retail mar-
kets, small businesses and
other service industries all
benefit from the steady inflow
of visitors. Puttaparthi clear-
ly demonstrates how a spirit-
ual centre can profoundly in-
fluence the social and
economic life of an entire re-
gion. The story of Puttaparthi
is not merely about faith. It is
the story of transforming
faith into service, service into
human development, and hu-
man development into region-
al economic progress.If Tiru-
patirepresents Rayalaseema's
spiritual-economic strength,
Puttaparthi represents its hu-
manitarian development mod-
el. Together, these two spiritu-
al centres have created one of
the most distinctive models of
regional development in In-
dia. Puttaparthi's develop-
ment journey delivers a pow-
erful message: spirituality
alone cannot transform a re-
gion. Lasting development be-
comes possible only when
spirituality is combined with
education, healthcare, hu-
manitarian service and mod-
ern infrastructure. If Tirupa-
tiis the great centre of faith in
Rayalaseema, Puttaparthi is
the centre where service has
been transformed into devel-
opment. That is why these two
spiritual destinations are far
more than places of wor-
ship—they are powerful en-
gines of regional economic

Bhogapuram Airport Marks New
Era of Development: Pawan Kalyan

continued

would become a major
growth engine for North
Andhra.

Pawan Kalyan praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership and said
the country has pro-
gressed across various sec-
tors under his guidance.
He appealed to people to
support Modi’s efforts to-
wards national

development.

He said infrastructure
development, industries
and improved connectivity
are essential for a devel-
oped nation. Referring to
various projects worth
17,435 crore inaugurated
during the event, he said
they would strengthen
road connectivity, energy
supply and employment
opportunities for youth.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said Bhogapuram Air-
port, named after legend-
ary freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju, would re-
main a symbol of progress
and inspire future genera-
tions. Governor Abdul Na-
zeer, Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, Un-
ion ministers, state minis-
ters and public representa-
tives attended the event.

Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration at a Glance
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Bhogapuram Airport Sparks
Reverse Migration Says CM Naidu

continued

Chandrababu Naidu said
Andhra Pradesh attracted in-
vestments worth 6.13 lakh
crore across 189 projects in
North Andhra over the past
two years, with potential to
generate 5.57 lakh jobs.

He announced that eight pri-
ority irrigation projects worth
2,784 crore would be complet-
ed within three years and con-
firmed progress on the Neradi
barrage, Godavari water sup-
ply to Anakapalli by August 14,
and the Vamsadhara-Godavari
river interlinking project.
Highlighting prospects, he
said sectors such as tourism,
pharmaceuticals, rare earth
minerals, highways, and spir-

itual tourism would drive re-
gional growth. He also stated
that Polavaram Project would
be completed by 2027 and Am-
aravati Phase-I by 2028.

Praising Narendra Modi’s
leadership, Chandrababu
Naidu said he had not seen a
leader like him in five decades
of public life. The venue ech-
oed with “Thank you Modiji”
slogans from lakhs of attend-
ees.Narendra Modi, after tour-
ing the airport facilities, com-
mended Chandrababu Naidu
for attracting investments and
assured full Central support,
stating that Andhra Pradesh is
progressing rapidly under a
“double-engine government”
focused on investment, ex-
ports, and employment.

PM Modi Inspects Bhogapuram
Rirport Facilities After Inauguration

continued

felicitated the Prime Minis-
ter with a Ponduru Khadi
shawl, while Chandrababu
Naidu, Pawan Kalyan, and
Nara Lokesh presented him
with a traditional Bobbili
Veena.

Governor S. Abdul Nazeer,
Goa Governor P. S. Sreedharan
Pillai, Union Ministers Kinja-
rapu Rammohan Naidu, Srini-
vasa Varma, Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar, state ministers, and
public representatives attend-
ed the programme.

Bhogapuram Airport to
Boost North Andhra Growth

continued

features to the dignitaries.

Speaking at the event, Ram-
mohan Naidu said the inaugu-
ration marked a historic mile-
stone and expressed confidence
that Bhogapuram would
emerge as an aviation hub. He
stated that world-class facili-
ties, including maintenance
infrastructure, would attract
aircraft from across the globe.

He said NDA governments

were responsible for major pro-
jects in the region, including
the railway zone, airport and
steel plant. He expressed hap-
piness over the grand inaugu-
ration attended by more than
two lakh people and said the
airport would accelerate North
Andhra’s progress. Union and
state ministers, GMR repre-
sentatives, officials and people
participated in the
programme.

Bhogapuram Airport to Transform North
Andhra Economy: SrinivasaVarma

continued

development initiatives. He
stated that the Centre is ex-
tending strong support
through major infrastructure
investments.

Srinivasa Varma described
the Bhogapuram International
Airport as a game-changer for
North Andhra. He said the
modern airport, built with ad-
vanced technology at an esti-
mated cost of 5,000 crore,
would boost investments, in-
dustries, tourism, trade and
employment opportunities in
the region.

He added that the airport
would help farmers, aqua pro-
ducers and businesses connect
their products with national
and international markets
through improved cargo facili-
ties. He highlighted that the
UDAN scheme has expanded
air connectivity and made air
travel accessible to common
people.

Srinivasa Varma said
Bhogapuram Airport would
become a gateway for North
Andhra’s future growth and
contribute significantly to
Andhra Pradesh’s overall
development.

AP Records 21% Growth in Net
GST Revenue Up to July

continued

stood at Rs 20,464.77 crore up
to July 2026, compared with Rs
17,059.65 crore during the same
period last year, marking a 20%
increase.

In July 2026 alone, total Com-
mercial Taxes collections stood
at Rs 5,105 crore, a 14% rise
over Rs 4,494 crore in July 2025.
Net GST collections increased
to Rs 3,268 crore from Rs 2,930
crore, registering 12% growth
and marking the fourth con-
secutive month of year-on-year
growth in FY 2026-27.

The State received an IGST
settlement of Rs 1,993.83 crore
for July 2026, which was 17.04%
higher than the Rs 1,703.55
crore settled during the same
month last year. The settle-
ment is the third-highest ever
received by Andhra Pradesh in
a single month.

The depa