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Bhogapuram, Aug 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday described 
the day as a historic milestone 
in Andhra Pradesh’s develop-
ment journey, dedicating the 
newly constructed Alluri Sita-
rama Raju International Air-
port at Bhogapuram to the na-
t i o n  a n d  l a u n c h i n g 
development projects worth 
over ₹18,000 crore across air-
port infrastructure, roads, rail-
ways, and energy sectors.

Addressing a massive gath-
ering at Bhogapuram, Modi 
said the projects would acceler-
ate Andhra Pradesh’s progress 
towards the vision of  ‘Swar-
nandhra Pradesh’. Beginning 
his speech with greetings in 
Telugu, he paid respects to re-
gional deities including Lord 
Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha 
Swamy, Simhachalam Appan-
na, Kurmanath Swamy, and Py-
dithalli Ammavaru, express-
ing his privilege in visiting the 
sacred North Andhra region.

The Prime Minister praised 
the grand Dhimsa dance per-
formance by more than 13,000 
tribal women, describing it as 
a magnificent showcase of  In-
dia’s rich tribal heritage. He 
congratulated Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu for his vi-
sion and said the cultural pro-

gramme added glory to the de-
velopment event.

Paying tribute to freedom 
fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju, 
Modi said naming the airport 
after him was a mark of  re-
spect. He stated that the 
Bhogapuram Airport would 
become a new runway for 
North Andhra’s growth and a 
launchpad for the future of  the 
state’s youth.

Highlighting India’s aviation 
growth, Modi said the number 
of  operational airports in-
creased from 74 in 2014 to 166 in 
the last 12 years. He said the 
UDAN scheme transformed air 
connectivity by making air 
travel accessible to common 
citizens, with its second phase 

involving an investment of  
₹29,000 crore.

The Prime Minister said the 
Centre was developing the 
‘Blue Economy’ by upgrading 
ports from Visakhapatnam to 
Krishnapatnam and construct-
ing new ports at Mulapeta and 
Ramayapatnam. He also men-
tioned highway projects, the 
Visakhapatnam–Raipur Ex-
pressway, and railway projects 
worth nearly ₹1 lakh crore to 
improve connectivity.

Emphasising the importance 
of  PM Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan, Modi said inte-
grated logistics development 
would benefit industries and 
farmers while improving ease 
of  doing business.

He said Andhra Pradesh’s 
talented youth had earned 
global recognition in software 
and IT sectors and stressed the 
need to utilise their potential 
for national growth. Under 
Chandrababu Naidu’s leader-
ship, AP was emerging as a 
manufacturing hub with in-
ve s t m e n t s  f r o m  g l o b a l 
companies.

Modi highlighted the growth 
of  semiconductor, artificial in-
telligence, and data centre sec-
tors in the state, including 
Google’s major investment 
plans. He said the Central Gov-
ernment was establishing a 
major pharmaceutical facility 
at Nakkapalli and renewable 
energy projects in Rayalasee-
ma would strengthen the 
state’s industrial ecosystem.

Stating that Andhra Pradesh 
was progressing rapidly due to 
the “double-engine govern-
ment”, Modi expressed confi-
dence that the Visakhapatnam 
Economic Re gion would 
emerge as a major economic 
hub in Asia and contribute to 
the vision of  Viksit Bharat.

Governor Justice S. Abdul 
Nazeer, Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan, Union 
Ministers, State Ministers, 
MPs, and MLAs participated in 
the programme.

 “Viksit Bharat Vision Gains Momentum 
with Andhra Projects, Says Narendra Modi
₹17,900-Crore Projects Launched in Andhra, PM Modi Highlights Growth Vision

 Bhogapuram, Aug 1 
 | TPN Bureau

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Saturday said the 
inauguration of  Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport 
at Bhogapuram by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, along 
with several ongoing develop-
ment  projects  in  Nor th 
Andhra, marks the beginning 
of  reverse migration in the 
region.

Addressing a massive public 
meeting, Chandrababu Naidu 

said the airport would usher in 
a new era of  growth, opportu-
nities, and global connectivity, 
transforming North Andhra 
into one of  India’s fastest-
growing regions. He described 
the project as the realization of  
a collective dream and dedicat-
ed it to farmers who voluntar-
ily gave land, calling them the 
true architects of  the region’s 
future.

Built by GMR Group, the air-
port is expected to boost inter-
national investment, tourism, 
trade, and employment.

Bhogapuram Airport Sparks 
Reverse Migration Says CM Naidu

Bhogapuram, August 1 | 
 TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inspected the facilities at 
the terminal of  Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport 
after inaugurating the project 
on Saturday. During the visit, 
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu explained the pil-
grimage destinations and his-
torical heritage of  Andhra 
Pradesh, especially the North 
Andhra region, through a mas-
sive video wall installed inside 
the terminal.

Representatives of  the GMR 
Group briefed the Prime Min-
ister on the airport model, in-
frastructure, and key features. 
Narendra Modi also observed 
the artworks displayed across 
the terminal premises.

Later, the Prime Minister 
posed for a photograph with 
Governor S. Abdul Nazeer, 
Chief  Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu, Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, Education Min-
ister Nara Lokesh, BJP State 
President P. V. N. Madhav, and 
GMR representatives.

The leaders travelled to the 
public meeting venue in an 
open-top jeep, witnessing a 
grand ‘Thimsa’ dance perfor-
mance presented by 13,500 trib-
al women, highlighting the cul-
tural heritage of  the region.

At the meeting venue, Nar-
endra Modi received a warm 
welcome from the gathering, 
with people waving national 
flags and cheering enthusiasti-
cally. Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu

PM Modi Inspects Bhogapuram 
Airport Facilities After Inauguration

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan said the inaugu-
ration of  the Alluri Sitarama 
Raju International Airport at 
Bhogapuram marks a new 
chapter in Andhra Pradesh’s 
development and is a fitting re-
ply to those who earlier mocked 
the project.

Addressing the inauguration 
ceremony, Pawan Kalyan said 
the three-party alliance worked 
with a vision for development 

during the 2024 elections and 
that the formation of  the alli-
ance paved the way for major 
investments and infrastruc-
ture projects in the state. He 
said the airport

Bhogapuram Airport Marks  
New Era of Development: Pawan Kalyan

 Bhogapuram, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

Minister for HRD, IT and 
Electronics Nara Lokesh said 
the inauguration of  the Alluri 
Sitarama Raju International 
Airport at Bhogapuram is a 
historic moment for North 
Andhra and a strong reply to 
those who doubted the region’s 
development potential.

Addressing the gathering 
during the airport inaugura-
tion, Lokesh said an airport 
has come up in a

Lokesh Highlights Growth  
Impact Of Bhogapuram Airport

Bhogapuram, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, during his visit to North 
Andhra on Saturday, inaugu-
rated the Alluri Seetharamara-
ju International Airport at 
Bhogapuram and launched, 
dedicated, and laid foundation 
stones for several major devel-
opment projects across Andhra 
Pradesh.

Modi laid the foundation 
stone for the ASIP Technolo-
gies semiconductor packaging 
and testing unit at Turlavada 
in Visakhapatnam district. 

ASIP Technologies Private 
Limited is developing the facil-
ity in partnership with APACT 
of  the Republic of  Korea and 
will become the first semicon-
ductor manufacturing centre 

in Andhra Pradesh. The unit is 
expected to manufacture 
around 96 million semiconduc-
tor chips annually and gener-
ate high-skill employment 
opportunities.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the transmission system 
for wind and solar energy 
zones in Kurnool and launched 
solar energy zone transmis-
sion schemes with capacities 
of  2,500 MW in Anantapur and 
1,000 MW in Kurnool. The 
transmission projects, devel-
oped at a cost of  over ₹820 
crore, will facilitate the evacu-
ation of  renewable energy gen-
erated from the Kurnool and 
Anantapur renewable energy 
zones.Modi also unveiled 
plaques for the foundation 
stones of  the Kurnool-IV Re-
newable Energy Zone trans-

mission project and a high-lev-
e l  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n 
Penchalakona and Yerpedu on 
NH-565 at Lingasamudram.

He dedicated the Khammam-
Devarapalli greenfield four-
lane expressway, Khammam-
Devarapalli package, and 
Tadipatri four-lane bypass 
roads to the nation.

The projects are aimed at 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s semiconductor, re-
newable energy, and transport 
infrastructure sectors while 
supporting industrial growth, 
connectivity, and employment 
generation across the state.

PM Modi Launches Multiple Projects Across State

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Union Minister for Civil Avi-
ation Kinjarapu Rammohan 
Naidu said Bhogapuram Alluri 
Sitarama Raju International 
Airport will become the gate-
way for the development of  
North Andhra and create new 
opportunities for the region.

Rammohan Naidu partici-
pated in the airport inaugura-
tion ceremony conducted by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday along with 

Governor Abdul Nazeer, Chief  
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu, Goa Governor Ashok 
Gajapathi Raju, Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan and 
Minister Nara Lokesh. He ex-
plained the airport facilities 
and terminal

Bhogapuram Airport to 
Boost North Andhra Growth

Bhogapuram, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Union Minister of  State for 
Heavy Industries and Steel 
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Var-
ma said the Central Govern-
ment is giving special priority 
to Andhra Pradesh’s develop-
ment under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Speaking at Bhogapuram, he 
said the state government un-

der Chief  Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan and 
Minister Nara Lokesh is mov-
ing ahead with

Bhogapuram Airport to Transform North 
Andhra Economy: Srinivasa Varma

Bhogapuram, August 1 
 | TPN Bureau

Governor S. Abdul Nazeer 
participated in the inaugura-
tion of  Alluri Sitarama Raju 
Inter national Airport at 
Bhogapuram by Prime Minis-
t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i  o n 
Saturday.

Later, the Governor attended 
the public meeting held on the 
occasion, where Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi laid founda-
tion stones and launched sev-
eral development projects.

The programme was attend-
ed by Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, Gover-
nor of  Goa Ashok Gajapathi 
Raju, Union Minister for Civil 
Aviation K. Ram Mohan Naidu, 
Union Ministers of  State Dr. 
Chandrasekhar Pemmasani, 
Bhupathi Raju Srinivasa Var-
ma, and Murlidhar Mohol.

Deputy Chief  Minister K. 
Pawan Kalyan, Minister of  IT 
& HRD Nara

Amaravati, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

Chief  Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu expressed happiness 
over the grand success of  the 
inauguration of  Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport 
at Bhogapuram, describing the 
event as a magnificent affair. 
He congratulated ministers 
and officials for their coordi-
nated efforts in making the 
programme a success.

After returning to Amara-
vati from Visakhapatnam, the 
Chief  Minister held a telecon-
ference with ministers and of-
ficials involved in organizing 
the event. He said the response 

from the people of  North 
Andhra was unforgettable and 
reflected the public enthusi-
a s m  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l 
initiatives.

The CM appreciated the ar-

rangements made, from the 
welcome programme featuring 
‘Thimsa’ folk performances to 
the public meeting. He said the 
entire event was conducted 
with great enthusiasm, with 

people participating as if  it 
was a festival in their own 
homes.

Chandrababu praised offi-
cials for ensuring smooth 
transportation of  people from 
different areas through buses 
without causing traffic disrup-
tions. Ministers informed him 
that the public expressed satis-
faction with the food and trans-
port arrangements.The Chief  
Minister said it was encourag-
ing to see ministers, senior of-
ficials, and district administra-
tion officials working together 
as a team during major events. 
He stated that the participation 
of  people from all sections of  

society during the Prime Min-
ister’s visit created a memora-
ble atmosphere.

He announced that he would 
personally meet and present 
awards to officials who worked 
hard for the successful conduct 
of  the meeting as a gesture of  
encouragement.Ministers 
Atchannaidu, Payyavula Kes-
hav, Anagani Satya Prasad, 
Vangalapudi Anita, Kandula 
Durgesh, Nimmala Rama-
naidu, and Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar participated in the tel-
econference along with senior 
officials Krishna Babu, Veera-
pandian, I&PR Director Viswa-
nath, and CMO officials.

Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration a Grand Success: CM Naidu

Governor Joins PM Modi at Historic 
Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration 

AP Records 21% 
Growth in Net GST 
Revenue Up to July

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Vi j ayaw a d a :  A n d h r a 
Pradesh recorded strong 
growth in tax revenues dur-
ing the first four months of  
FY 2026-27, with Net GST col-
lections reaching Rs 13,283 
crore by July 2026, register-
ing 21% year-on-year growth, 
according to the Commercial 
Taxes Department.

Chief  Commissioner of  
State Tax Babu A said the 
State’s total Commercial 
Taxes collections 
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CH Raju
Rajamahendravaram, 

August 1 | TPN Bureau
Heavy rains in the upper 

catchment areas of  Maharash-
tra and Telangana have caused 
the Godavari River to swell 
rapidly, prompting authorities 
to place East Godavari district 
on high alert. The river, which 
remained calm until the end of  
July, witnessed a sharp rise in 
water levels over the past three 
days, increasing concerns 
across the Godavari basin.

At Bhadrachalam, the water 
level crossed 50 feet, leading to 
the issuance of  the second dan-
ger warning. The rising in-
flows increased pressure at the 
Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage in 
Dowleswaram, where officials 
recorded 6.16 lakh cusecs at 
midnight on August 1, rising to 
7,01,030 cusecs by 3 am.

District Collector Keerthi 
Chekuri said the administra-
tion was fully prepared to han-
dle the situation. A 26-member 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) team from Vi-
jayawada, led by Inspector 
Deepak, has been deployed in 
Rajamahendravaram to assist 
evacuation and relief  opera-
tions in coordination with po-
lice, fire, revenue, and medical 

departments.
Urban Tahsildar Ranjith Ku-

mar inspected the Godavari 
riverbanks along with the 
NDRF team. Rajamahendra-
varam RDO R. Sivaramudu re-
viewed flood preparedness in 
Kedaralanka and AV Lanka vil-
lages of  Kapileswarapuram 
mandal and instructed offi-
cials to ensure drinking water 
supply, transport, electricity, 
and fodder availability.Flood-
ing has disrupted connectivity 
to 19 villages in the Koida area 
after causeways were sub-
merged. Ferry services be-
tween Narsapuram and Saki-
netipalli have been suspended. 
Papikondalu tourism boat ser-
vices were also temporarily 

halted after cofferdam water 
levels crossed 30 metres.

AP State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (APSDMA) 
Managing Director Prakhar 
Jain said Bhadrachalam water 
level stood at 55.1 feet, with the 
third danger warning in force. 
The Dowleswaram Cotton Bar-
rage recorded inflow and out-
flow of  8,36,315 cusecs. Offi-
cials expect further rise in 
flood levels.Authorities ad-
vised people in low-lying and 
riverbank areas to avoid bath-
ing, fishing, or entering flood-
waters and shift to safer loca-
tions if  required. Emergency 
assistance is available through 
the toll-free helpline 1800 425 
0101.

Godavari Swells as Heavy Rains 
Trigger High Alert in East Godavari

Amaravati, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

 As many as 5,839 people in 
the state are waiting for organ 
transplants, according to the 
latest Jeevandan data, high-
lighting the growing need for 
organ donation in the state. 
Ahead of  National Organ Do-
nation Day on August 3, Health 
and Medical Education Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav urged 
families to discuss organ dona-
tion and support the life-saving 
initiative.

Satya Kumar Yadav said 
Andhra Pradesh emerged as 
one of  the leading states in or-
gan donation, ranking sixth 
nationally in 2025. During the 
previous year, 301 organ trans-
plant surgeries were per-
formed using organs retrieved 
from 93 brain-dead donors, 
while 56 donors have been reg-
istered this year as of  July 24.

A state-level organ donation 
programme organised by Jee-
vandan will be held in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Sunday.

Jeevandan data showed that 
3,715 patients are awaiting kid-
ney transplants, 2,009 require 
liver transplants, 96 need heart 

transplants, 15 are waiting for 
lungs, and four require pancre-
as transplants. Organ trans-
plant services have expanded 
from three hospitals to nine 
across Visakhapatnam, Vi-
jayawada, Guntur, Prakasam, 
Tirupati, Nellore, Kurnool, and 
Anantapur districts.

The Minister said one brain-
dead donor can save up to eight 
lives and appealed to families 
to take informed decisions. He 
added that the government pro-
vides Rs 10,000 funeral assis-
tance to donor families.

Chief  Transplantation Of-
ficer Dr. Manmadha Rao said 
Jeevandan follows a transpar-
ent digital system for organ al-
location based on registration 
date, medical urgency, and tis-
sue compatibility.

Over 5,800 Await Organ 
Transplants in State

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

South Coast Railway Gener-
al Manager Sandeep Mathur 
conducted a two-day inspec-
tion of  key railway stations 
and infrastructure projects 
across the Guntur and Vi-
jayawada divisions, reviewing 
development works, passenger 
amenities, and future expan-
sion plans.

On the second day, Mathur 
inspected Mangalagiri Rail-
way Station, where he re-
viewed facilities developed un-
der the Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme (ABSS) and directed 
officials to further improve 
passenger convenience and 
service quality. Guntur Divi-
sional Railway Manager Sud-
heshna Sen and senior railway 
officials accompanied him.

At Rayanapadu, the General 
Manager reviewed the pro-
gress of  the Rail Over Rail 
(RoR) project, stressing timely 
completion, adherence to qual-

ity standards, and strict safety 
measures. Vijayawada Divi-
sional Railway Manager Mohit 
Sonakiya also participated in 
the inspection.

Mathur later inspected pas-
senger amenities at Rayana-
padu and Gangineni stations 
before reviewing the proposed 
Nambur Line and yard plan-
ning at Errupalem. He suggest-
ed improvements to the pro-
posed track alignment to 
s u p p o r t  f u t u re  r a i lw ay 
operations.

The inspection concluded at 
Madhira Railway Station, 
where he assessed ongoing in-
frastructure upgrades and pas-
senger facilities. Reiterating 
that safety remains the highest 
priority, Mathur called for con-
tinuous monitoring of  develop-
ment works, timely execution, 
quality construction, and im-
proved passenger-centric ser-
vices across the South Coast 
Railway network.

SCoR GM Reviews Railway 
Development Works

Vijayawada, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

 Andhra Pradesh Central 
Power Distribution Corpora-
tion Limited (APCPDCL) has 
launched a New Service Con-
nection (NSC) application fa-
cility through the 1912 Inte-
grated Voice Response System 
(IVRS), allowing consumers to 
apply for electricity connec-
tions from their homes.

Launching the service, AP-
CPDCL Chairman and Manag-
ing Director P. Pulla Reddy said 
the initiative aims to provide 
simple, transparent, and tech-
nology-driven services with 
consumer convenience as the 
priority. He said the 1912 Con-
sumer Care Service, which al-
ready handles complaints, has 
now been expanded to process 
new connection applications.

Consumers can dial 1912 and 
follow IVRS instructions to 
register applications. The re-
quests will be forwarded to 
field officials for document ver-

ification, technical inspection, 
and completion of  formalities 
within the prescribed time-
frame.Pulla Reddy said the fa-
cility would benefit rural con-
sumers, senior citizens, and 
persons with disabilities by 
reducing office visits and im-
proving efficiency. He appreci-
ated the IT Department, Cus-

tomer Services Department, 
and 1912 Call Centre team for 
implementing the service.

Director (Technical) Avula 
Murali Krishna Yadav, Chief  
General Manager (Operations) 
Subrahmanyam, General Man-
ager (LMC) Srinivasa Reddy, 
and senior officials attended 
the launch programme.

APCPDCL Launches 1912 IVRS 
Facility for New Power Connections

Amaravati, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan has ordered a 
comprehensive and transpar-
ent inquiry into the death of  a 
tiger in the Racherla Beat of  
the Giddalur Division under 
the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam 
Tiger Reserve (NSTR).

Expressing concern over the 
incident, Pawan Kalyan said 
tiger conservation is vital for 
maintaining ecological bal-
ance and described the death 
of  the animal as a serious mat-
ter. He directed the NSTR Field 
Director to conduct a detailed 
investigation to determine 

whether the tiger died of  natu-
ral causes or due to human in-
volvement, including poaching 
or poisoning.

The Deputy Chief  Minister 
said the exact cause of  death 
should be established through 
post-mortem and forensic ex-

aminations in accordance with 
wildlife conservation proto-
cols. He also instructed Forest 
Department officials to inten-
sify patrolling and strengthen 
surveillance across forest are-
a s  t o  p r e v e n t  s i m i l a r 
incidents.

Pawan Kalyan reiterated 
that  protect ing  Andhra 
Pradesh's forests and wildlife 
is a collective responsibility 
and affirmed the coalition gov-
ernment's commitment to bio-
diversity conservation. He 
warned that if  any wrongdo-
ing is established during the 
investigation, strict legal ac-
tion will be taken against those 
responsible.

Pawan Kalyan Orders Probe into Tiger Death

Nidadavolu, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula 
Durgesh directed officials to 
clear stagnant rainwater at the 
Nidadavolu bus stand after 
heavy rains caused inconven-
ience  to  commuters  on 
Saturday.

Though attending the inau-
guration of  the Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju International Airport 
at Bhogapuram, the minister 
immediately contacted offi-
cials upon learning about the 
situation and instructed them 
to take up emergency meas-
ures. Acting on his directions, 
officials deployed pumps to re-
move the accumulated flood-
water and restore normal 
movement at the bus stand.

Kandula Durgesh said re-
sponding promptly to public 
issues is the government's pri-
ority, irrespective of  official 

engagements. He also advised 
residents and farmers to re-
main alert in view of  the rising 
flood levels in the Godavari 
River and to cooperate with au-
thorities during emergency 
situations.

Commuters and residents 
appreciated the minister's 
swift intervention and thanked 
him for ensuring immediate 
relief.

Minister Durgesh Ensures Quick 
Relief at Nidadavolu Bus Stand

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh unit of  
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has launched free legal 
advice centres across the state 
to provide legal assistance to 
the poor, the needy, and party 
workers. The initiative was in-
augurated at the BJP state of-
fice in Vijayawada under the 
guidance of  State President P. 
V. N. Madhav.BJP Legal Cell 
Chairman Pratap Reddy said 
two advocates will be available 
every Saturday from 10 am to 1 
pm at the state office and all 
district party offices to offer 
free legal advice and assis-
tance. He said the initiative 

aims to ensure that financial 
constraints do not prevent peo-
ple from accessing justice.

State Office In-charge Uppa-
lapati Srinivasa Raju said the 
programme is an extension of  
the party's 'Janata Varadhi' ini-
tiative and announced plans to 
strengthen the BJP Legal Cell 
through regular training pro-
grammes for young lawyers on 
BNS, BNSS, BSA, trial proce-
dures, writ petitions, and PIL 
drafting.

Senior Advocate Jupudi Ran-
garaju, NTR District BJP Pres-
ident Adduri Sri Ram, BJP 
spokesperson Shaik Baji, and 
other party leaders attended 
the inauguration.

BJP Launches Free Legal Aid 
Centres Across Andhra Pradesh

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

AP Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) State President A. Vid-
yasagar and Secretary General 
K. S. S. Prasad urged Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu to 
resolve the long-pending de-
mands of  state government em-
ployees, teachers, workers, and 
pensioners.

Addressing the AP JAC State 
Executive Committee meeting at 
the AP NGO Home in Vijayawa-
da on Saturday, the leaders de-
manded appointment of  the 12th 
Pay Revision Commission (PRC), 
announcement of  30% Interim 
Relief  (IR), release of  pending 
Dearness Allowance (DA) instal-
ments, 11th PRC arrears, and 
payment of  Earned Leave (EL) 
encashment pending since 2022.

A. Vidyasagar said more than 
eight years had passed since the 
last pay revision, causing dissat-
isfaction among employees. He 

said AP JAC had submitted an 
action plan notice to the Chief  
Secretary and conducted a state-
wide representation campaign 
from July 1 to July 8, meeting 
public representatives and Dis-
trict Collectors.K. S. S. Prasad 
said the ministerial committee 
had responded positively and as-
sured that a meeting with the 
Chief  Minister would be ar-
ranged soon. He stressed the im-
portance of  DA in protecting em-
ployees from inflation and urged 
the government to announce a 
clear roadmap for pending 
issues.

AP JAC Seeks Action on 
Employees’ Pending Demands

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Dr. NTR University of  Health 
Sciences Vice-Chancellor Pu-
lala  Chandrasekhar an-
nounced that the schedule for 
NEET-UG 2026 counselling has 
been finalised for the All India 
Quota, Deemed Universities, 
Central Universities, and State 
Quota admissions.

The first phase of  All India 
Quota counselling will be held 
from August 4 to 17, while State 
Quota counselling is scheduled 
from August 13 to 22. The last 
dates for joining are August 22 
for the All India Quota and Au-

gust 28 for the State Quota.
Pulala Chandrasekhar said 

the second and third rounds, 
followed by the stray vacancy 
round, will continue until Oc-
tober 10, while the academic 
session will commence on Sep-
tember 8. He advised students 
to complete all formalities 
within the prescribed schedule 
and keep their documents 
ready. He added that all medi-
cal colleges have been instruct-
ed to treat Saturdays, Sundays, 
and gazetted holidays as work-
ing days to ensure timely com-
pletion of  the counselling 
process.

NEET-UG 2026 Counselling 
to Begin on August 4

Amaravati, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

 The Andhra Pradesh Capi-
tal Region Development Au-
thority (APCRDA) allotted 109 
returnable plots to farmers 
who contributed lands for 
Amaravati capital city con-
struction through an e-lottery 
held at the APCRDA office in 
Rayapudi on Saturday.Farm-
ers from Thulluru, Nelapadu, 
Rayapudi, Borupalem, Lin-
gayapalem, and Velagapudi 
villages received the plots. 
The allotment also covered 
eligible farmers seeking al-
ternative plots due to road 
alignment issues, court cases, 
and land acquisition-related 

p r o b l e m s . T h e 
transparent on-
line lottery 
was conduct-
ed in the 
p r e s e n c e 
of  benefi-
c i a r y 
f a r m e r s, 
with trial 
runs held 
for residen-
t i a l  a n d 
commercial 
plots. A total of  
25 farmers were 
allotted 74 residential 
and 35 commercial plots.AP-
CRDA Director (Lands) – Cap-
ital City K.S. Bhagyarekha 
handed over provisional allot-

ment certificates 
and advised ben-

eficiaries to 
c o m p l e t e 
r e g i s t r a -
tions early. 
GI S  per-
sonnel and 
v i l l a g e 
surveyors 
will assist 

farmers in 
l o c a t i n g 

their plots.
Special Deputy 

Collectors G. Sai 
Srinivasa Naik, P. 

Padmavathi, G. Muralidhar, 
and M. Seshi Reddy partici-
p a t e d  i n  t h e  
programme.

APCRDA Allots 109 Returnable 
Plots to Amaravati Farmers

Vijayawada, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The state government’s Af-
fordable Rice Sales programme 
will begin across the state on 
August 2, with Food and Civil 
Supplies Minister Nadendla 
Manohar launching the initia-
tive at Patamata Rythu Bazaar 
in Vijayawada.

The State Civil Supplies De-
partment introduced the pro-
gramme to supply quality rice 
at subsidised prices. The 
launch, originally scheduled 
for August 1, was postponed 
due to the inauguration of  Al-

luri Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Under the scheme, BPT su-
perfine rice will be sold at Rs 52 
per kg, while BPT raw rice will 
be available at Rs 50 per kg. Of-
ficials said arrangements have 
been completed for sales 
through 130 Rythu Bazaars and 
500 rice mill counters across 
Andhra Pradesh.The initiative 
aims to make essential com-
modities affordable and acces-
sible while strengthening the 
public distribution system. 

Affordable Rice Sales to 
Begin Across AP on August 2 Hyderabad, August 1 | TPN 

Bureau
The nominations for SIIMA 

Awards 2026 have been an-
nounced, with actor and Jana 
Sena Party chief  Pawan Kaly-
an earning a nomination in the 
Best Actor category for his per-
formance in the upcoming film 
OG.

Pawan Kalyan will compete 
with leading South Indian ac-
tors including Dhanush for Ku-
bera, Nani for HIT 3, Naga 
Chaitanya for Thandel, Teja 
Sajja for Mirai, and Venkatesh 
for Sankranthiki Vasthunam.

The SIIMA Awards recog-
nise excellence in South Indian 

cinema across various catego-
ries, including performances, 
technical achievements, and 
contributions to the film 
industry.

Pawan Kalyan’s nomination 
has attracted attention as OG 
is among his major cinematic 
projects in recent years. The 
final winners will be an-
nounced at the SIIMA Awards 
2026 ceremony, where actors 
and technicians from across 
the South Indian film industry 
will be honoured.

Representatives of  various 
employee and pensioners’ or-
ganisations attended the 
meeting.

Pawan Kalyan Nominated for 
SIIMA Awards 2026 Best Actor



03 www.truepointnews.com

POLITICS
 VIJAYAWADA, SUNDAY AUGUST, 02.08.2026

Bhogapuram Airport Sparks 
Reverse Migration Says CM Naidu

continued

 Chandrababu Naidu said 
Andhra Pradesh attracted in-
vestments worth ₹6.13 lakh 
crore across 189 projects in 
North Andhra over the past 
two years, with potential to 
generate 5.57 lakh jobs.

He announced that eight pri-
ority irrigation projects worth 
₹2,784 crore would be complet-
ed within three years and con-
firmed progress on the Neradi 
barrage, Godavari water sup-
ply to Anakapalli by August 14, 
and the Vamsadhara-Godavari 
river interlinking project.

Highlighting prospects, he 
said sectors such as tourism, 
pharmaceuticals, rare earth 
minerals, highways, and spir-

itual tourism would drive re-
gional growth. He also stated 
that Polavaram Project would 
be completed by 2027 and Am-
aravati Phase-I by 2028.

Praising Narendra Modi’s 
leadership, Chandrababu 
Naidu said he had not seen a 
leader like him in five decades 
of  public life. The venue ech-
oed with “Thank you Modiji” 
slogans from lakhs of  attend-
ees.Narendra Modi, after tour-
ing the airport facilities, com-
mended Chandrababu Naidu 
for attracting investments and 
assured full Central support,  
stating that Andhra Pradesh is 
progressing rapidly under a 
“double-engine government” 
focused on investment, ex-
ports, and employment.

PM Modi Inspects Bhogapuram 
Airport Facilities After Inauguration
continued

 felicitated the Prime Minis-
ter with a Ponduru Khadi 
shawl, while Chandrababu 
Naidu, Pawan Kalyan, and 
Nara Lokesh presented him 
with a traditional Bobbili 
Veena.

Governor S. Abdul Nazeer, 
Goa Governor P. S. Sreedharan 
Pillai, Union Ministers Kinja-
rapu Rammohan Naidu, Srini-
vasa Varma, Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar, state ministers, and 
public representatives attend-
ed the programme.

Bhogapuram Airport to 
Boost North Andhra Growth
continued

 features to the dignitaries.
Speaking at the event, Ram-

mohan Naidu said the inaugu-
ration marked a historic mile-
stone and expressed confidence 
that  Bho g apuram would 
emerge as an aviation hub. He 
stated that world-class facili-
ties, including maintenance 
infrastructure, would attract 
aircraft from across the globe.

He said NDA governments 

were responsible for major pro-
jects in the region, including 
the railway zone, airport and 
steel plant. He expressed hap-
piness over the grand inaugu-
ration attended by more than 
two lakh people and said the 
airport would accelerate North 
Andhra’s progress. Union and 
state ministers, GMR repre-
sentatives, officials and people 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
programme.

Bhogapuram Airport to Transform North 
Andhra Economy: Srinivasa Varma

continued

development initiatives. He 
stated that the Centre is ex-
t e n d i n g  s t ro n g  s u p p o r t 
through major infrastructure 
investments.

Srinivasa Varma described 
the Bhogapuram International 
Airport as a game-changer for 
North Andhra. He said the 
modern airport, built with ad-
vanced technology at an esti-
mated cost of  ₹5,000 crore, 
would boost investments, in-
dustries, tourism, trade and 
employment opportunities in 
the region.

He added that the airport 
would help farmers, aqua pro-
ducers and businesses connect 
their products with national 
and international markets 
through improved cargo facili-
ties. He highlighted that the 
UDAN scheme has expanded 
air connectivity and made air 
travel accessible to common 
people.

Srinivasa  Var ma said 
Bhogapuram Airport would 
become a gateway for North 
Andhra’s future growth and 
contribute significantly to 
Andhra Pradesh’s overall 
development.

AP Records 21% Growth in Net 
GST Revenue Up to July

continued 

stood at Rs 20,464.77 crore up 
to July 2026, compared with Rs 
17,059.65 crore during the same 
period last year, marking a 20% 
increase.

In July 2026 alone, total Com-
mercial Taxes collections stood 
at Rs 5,105 crore, a 14% rise 
over Rs 4,494 crore in July 2025. 
Net GST collections increased 
to Rs 3,268 crore from Rs 2,930 
crore, registering 12% growth 
and marking the fourth con-
secutive month of  year-on-year 
growth in FY 2026-27.

The State received an IGST 
settlement of  Rs 1,993.83 crore 
for July 2026, which was 17.04% 
higher than the Rs 1,703.55 
crore settled during the same 
month last year. The settle-
ment is the third-highest ever 
received by Andhra Pradesh in 
a single month.

The department said im-
proved compliance, stronger 
enforcement, revenue monitor-
ing, and technology-based ini-
tiatives contributed to the 
growth. AI-based data analyt-

ics, AI-powered scrutiny, UPI-
based analytics enforcement, 
DISCOM-linked registration 
verification, and Aadhaar-inte-
grated expansion of  Profession 
Ta x  h e l p e d  s t r e n g t h e n 
collections.

Among southern states, 
Andhra Pradesh recorded 
21.43% growth in cumulative 
Net GST collections, ahead of  
Telangana at 19.76% and Tamil 
Nadu at 18.47%, while the na-
tional average stood at 16.95%.

The department stated that 
technology-driven measures, 
including machine-learning-
based risk assessment, auto-
mated return scrutiny, inter-
departmental data sharing, 
and predictive analytics, have 
improved tax administration 
efficiency.

Babu A said the State would 
continue expanding AI-pow-
ered enforcement and compli-
ance measures during FY 2026-
27 to sustain revenue growth 
and support developmental 
initiatives.

Infographics

Bhogapuram Airport to Drive 
North Andhra Growth: Lokesh
continued

place where some people 
once questioned the need for 
even basic transport facilities. 
He said the project reflects the 
vision of  Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Chief  Minis-
ter Nara Chandrababu Naidu.

Lokesh described North 
Andhra as the future growth 
engine of  Andhra Pradesh and 
said the airport would create 
opportunities in industries, IT, 
tourism, exports and employ-
ment. He appreciated the con-
tribution of  farmers, workers 
and GMR Group in completing 

the project.
He said the NDA government 

has brought several major pro-
jects to Andhra Pradesh, in-
cluding infrastructure, railway 
zone and industrial invest-
ments. Lokesh stated that 
North Andhra, which was once 
known for migration, would 
now become a region of  jobs 
and opportunities.He ex-
pressed confidence that 
Bhogapuram Airport would 
place the region on the global 
map and accelerate develop-
m e n t  a c r o s s  A n d h r a  
Pradesh.

Governor Joins PM Modi at Historic 
Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration 

continued

Lokesh, and other dignitaries 
also participated in the event.

The inauguration marked a 
major milestone in Andhra 
Pradesh’s infrastructure devel-

opment, with the airport ex-
pected to enhance connectivity, 
promote investment, and accel-
erate economic growth in the 
North Andhra region.

Rayalaseema's spiritual in-
fluence does not end with Tiru-
mala. Puttaparthi, in Ananta-
pur district, has introduced the 
world to a distinctly different 
model of  development. While 
Tirupati transformed faith 
into economic activity, Putta-
parthi transformed faith into 
humanitarian service, and hu-
manitarian service into re-
gional development. Its signifi-
cance, therefore, extends far 

beyond being the home of  an 
ashram. It has become a sym-
bol of  Rayalaseema's social 
progress, educational excel-
lence, healthcare services and 
international recognition. The 
Prasanthi Nilayam Ashram, 
founded by Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba, is today one of  the 
world's best-known spiritual 
centres. According to esti-
mates by the organisation, 
nearly 3 to 5 million devotees 
and visitors from more than 
120 countries visit Puttaparthi 
every year. During major festi-
vals, hundreds of  thousands of  
devotees arrive within a single 
week. This steady flow of  visi-
tors has significantly boosted 
hotels, transport services, local 
businesses, employment and 
the regional service economy, 
making Puttaparthi another 
excellent example of  a multi-
plier economy. What distin-
guishes Puttaparthi, however, 
is that this economic activity is 
directly linked to humanitari-

an service.Puttaparthi has 
earned global recognition 
through three pillars of  public 
welfare—free healthcare, free 
education and safe drinking 
water. Since its inception, the 
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of  
Higher Medical Sciences at 
Prasanthigram has provided 
completely free treatment to 
more than 3.5 million outpa-
tients, performed over 350,000 
complex surgeries, and carried 
out more than 150,000 cardiac 
catheterisation procedures. 
Every year, another 70,000 to 
80,000 new patients receive ad-
vanced medical treatment en-
tirely free of  cost. The institu-
tion has emerged as one of  the 
world's most remarkable exam-
ples of  a super-speciality 
healthcare system driven en-
tirely by the philosophy of  self-
less service rather than com-
mercial objectives.What makes 
this model even more unique is 
its tradition of  voluntary medi-
cal service.Many leading su-
per-speciality doctors from 
some of  India's premier hospi-
tals regularly visit Puttaparthi 
for designated periods to offer 
their services free of  charge. 
Specialists in cardiology, neu-
rosurgery, urology, ophthal-
mology and several other dis-
civplines consider their work 
not merely as medical practice 
but as an offering of  service in-
spired by the ideals of  Sri Sath-
ya Sai Baba. This unique blend 
of  world-class medical exper-
tise and humanitarian values 
has given Puttaparthi's health-
care system a distinctive iden-
tity. Another remarkable fea-
ture of  the hospital is that 

every essential service—from 
diagnostic tests and surgeries 
to medicines, food and accom-
modation—is provided com-

pletely free from the moment a 
patient enters the hospital un-
til discharge. It stands as one 
of  the rare examples in the 
world demonstrating that 
healthcare can be delivered as 
an act of  human service rather 
than a commercial enterprise.

The same philosophy ex-
tends to education. Through 
the Sri Sathya Sai Institute of  
Higher Learning (SSSIHL) and 
its affiliated educational insti-
tutions, thousands of  students 
receive quality education eve-
ry year, entirely free of  cost. 
Equal emphasis is placed on 
academic excellence, character 
building, discipline and a spir-
it of  service, making the insti-
tution's educational model 
unique. Among Puttaparthi's 
most influential service initia-
tives is its drinking water pro-
ject. In one of  India's most 
drought-prone regions, the pro-
ject has supplied safe drinking 
water to more than 1.5 million 
people across over 731 villages 
through a pipeline network ex-
tending more than 2,000 kilo-

metres. It is widely regarded as 
a landmark achievement in the 
history of  voluntary public 
service in India. The initiative 

demonstrated how non-govern-
mental organisations can play 
a transformative role in re-
gional development alongside 
gover nment agencies.The 
drinking water programme 
was not confined to Anantapur 
district alone. The Sri Sathya 
Sai Central Trust later extend-
ed similar projects to Chittoor 
district in Rayalaseema and 
parts of  Telangana, further 
reinforcing its humanitarian 
mission. Another interesting 
dimension of  Puttaparthi's fu-
ture lies in transport connec-
tivity. The inclusion of  Putta-
p a r t h i  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l 
Government's proposed high-
speed rail corridor suggests 
that the town could gain great-
er economic and tourism sig-
nificance in the years ahead. 
If  the proposal materialises, it 
could further expand spiritu-
al tourism while attracting ad-
ditional investments, service-
sector growth and employ 
ment opportunities.The influ-
ence of  Puttaparthi extends 
far beyond the boundaries of  

the ashram. Devotees, volun-
teers, students and medical 
professionals from around the 
world contribute significantly 
to the local economy. Hotels, 
transport services, retail mar-
kets, small businesses and 
other service industries all 
benefit from the steady inflow 
of  visitors. Puttaparthi clear-
ly demonstrates how a spirit-
ual centre can profoundly in-
f luence  the  social  and 
economic life of  an entire re-
gion. The story of  Puttaparthi 
is not merely about faith. It is 
the story of  transforming 
faith into service, service into 
human development, and hu-
man development into region-
al economic progress.If  Tiru-
pati represents Rayalaseema's 
spiritual-economic strength, 
Puttaparthi represents its hu-
manitarian development mod-
el. Together, these two spiritu-
al centres have created one of  
the most distinctive models of  
regional development in In-
dia. Puttaparthi's develop-
ment journey delivers a pow-
erful message: spirituality 
alone cannot transform a re-
gion. Lasting development be-
comes possible only when 
spirituality is combined with 
education, healthcare, hu-
manitarian service and mod-
ern infrastructure. If  Tirupa-
ti is the great centre of  faith in 
Rayalaseema, Puttaparthi is 
the centre where service has 
been transformed into devel-
opment. That is why these two 
spiritual destinations are far 
more than places of  wor-
ship—they are powerful en-
gines of  regional economic 

Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration at a Glance
Puttaparthi: The Rayalaseema Town That 

Connected the World Through Service

Bhogapuram Airport Marks New 
Era of Development: Pawan Kalyan
continued 

 would become a major 
growth engine for North 
Andhra.

Pawan Kalyan praised 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership and said 
the country has pro-
gressed across various sec-
tors under his guidance. 
He appealed to people to 
support Modi’s efforts to-
w a r d s  n a t i o n a l 

development.
He said infrastructure 

development, industries 
and improved connectivity 
are essential for a devel-
oped nation. Referring to 
various projects worth 
₹17,435 crore inaugurated 
during the event, he said 
they would strengthen 
road connectivity, energy 
supply and employment 
opportunities for youth.

The Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter said Bhogapuram Air-
port, named after legend-
ary freedom fighter Alluri 
Sitarama Raju, would re-
main a symbol of  progress 
and inspire future genera-
tions. Governor Abdul Na-
zeer, Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, Un-
ion ministers, state minis-
ters and public representa-
tives attended the event.

Bhogapuram Airport Inauguration at a Glance



Kovuru, August 1 | TPN Bureau
Kovuru MLA Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy said the coalition
government is giving top priority to strengthening basic infra-
structure and ensuring balanced development across villages.
On Saturday, she laid the foundation stone for a 2.33-km BT
road from Chellayapalem NH-67 to Chellayapalem via
Harijanwada and Chintopu, to be built at a cost of Rs 1.42
crore.
Addressing the gathering, the MLA said the 'Rendello Trust -
Development, Welfare' campaign has received an encouraging
response from the public, helping the government explain its
welfare initiatives while identifying local issues for quick reso-
lution. She noted that development works worth Rs 770 crore
have been undertaken in the Kovuru planning area over the
past few years.
Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy also announced government
approval for six major Panchayat Raj roads worth Rs 10.24
crore, aimed at improving rural connectivity. She said all road
projects would begin soon and be completed within the stipu-

lated timeframe while maintaining quality standards. The MLA
thanked Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan, and Education Minister Nara Lokesh
for supporting development in the constituency.

Minister Narayana 
Distributes Pensions

Marripadu, August 1 | TPN Bureau
Endowments Minister Anam
Ramanarayana Reddy said the coalition
government is ensuring welfare and
development with equal priority while
fulfilling every promise made to the
people. He was speaking during a day-
long tour of Marripadu mandal on
Saturday, where he participated in NTR
Bharosa pension distribution, inaugurat-
ed development works, attended World
Breastfeeding Week programmes, shared
a mid-day meal with students, and
addressed the "Rendello Trust -
Development, Welfare Vijayotsav
Sabha."
The minister personally distributed
social security pensions to senior citi-
zens, widows, persons with disabilities,
and other beneficiaries at their homes.
Beneficiaries expressed happiness over
receiving pensions at their doorstep
every month.
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy inaugurated
development works worth Rs 3.95 crore,
including 64 solar panel units in the SC
Colony built at Rs 61.30 lakh, a Block

Public Health Unit building costing Rs
55 lakh, CC roads constructed at Rs 25
lakh, and the Kasturba Gandhi Girls
School and Junior College building with
modern laboratories developed at Rs
2.54 crore.
Participating in World Breastfeeding
Week celebrations, he highlighted the
importance of exclusive breastfeeding
during the first six months of a child's
life and stressed the need for maternal
health. The minister later inspected the
quality of the mid-day meal at Kasturba
Gandhi Girls School after dining with
students. Addressing the public meeting,
he said Education Minister Nara Lokesh
is introducing major reforms to prepare
youth for global opportunities. Under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, and Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan, the coalition
government has completed 25 months
while implementing every election
promise, he said. Local public represen-
tatives and officials also participated in
the programme.

Govt Fulfils  Every Promise:
Ramanarayana Reddy

Nellore, August 1 | TPN Bureau

Municipal Administration and Urban
Development Minister Dr. Ponguru
Narayana personally distributed NTR

Bharosa pensions to beneficiaries in
Deendayal Nagar of Nellore city on
Saturday. Visiting beneficiaries at their
homes, he enquired about their health,
family welfare, and access to govern-

ment schemes while highlighting the
coalition government's achievements
over the past two years.
The minister directed officials to com-
plete the end-to-end road works in
Deendayal Nagar within two months. He
said the coalition government fulfilled
its promise by increasing the pension to
Rs 4,000 immediately after assuming
office. Across the state, 62.07 lakh bene-
ficiaries are receiving Rs 2,712.84 crore
in pensions for August, while 2.86 lakh
beneficiaries in Nellore district are
receiving Rs 126.36 crore.
Dr. Narayana also said the government
has spent Rs 71,312 crore on pensions
since coming to power. Municipal
Commissioner Nandan, Mayor
Devarakonda Sujatha, Deputy Mayor
Rupkumar Yadav, City TDP President
Mamidala Madhu, and other leaders
attended the programme.

68 Grievances
Received at Janavani
Tirupati, August 1 | TPN Bureau
Tirupati MLA Arani Srinivasulu
directed officials to resolve public
grievances without delay during the
'Janavani' programme held at his
office on Saturday. A total of 68 rep-
resentations were received from citi-
zens seeking solutions to various
civic and administrative issues.
The petitions included six addressed
to the Municipal Corporation
Commissioner, nine to the Assistant
Commissioner, 31 to the
Superintending Engineer, one to the
Health Officer, six to the Tahsildar,
one to the Collector, three to the
DM&HO, one to the SVIMS
Director, two to TTD, one to the
Rural Water Supply Department,
four to the Police Department, two
to APSPDCL, one to the General
Manager of the Industries
Department, one to the DFO, and
one to the Skill Development
Officer.
Arani Srinivasulu said the Janavani
programme is conducted on the first
and last Saturday of every month in
Tirupati, following the directions of
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, to ensure speedy redressal
of public grievances. He urged resi-
dents to make full use of the initia-
tive.
Deputy Commissioner Amarayya,
Deputy Tahsildar Kiran, APSPDCL
AD Anjaneyulu, AE Umapathi, SI
Srivani, Janasena City President
Raja Reddy, City General Secretary
Suman Babu, former corporators,
and other officials attended the pro-
gramme.

Collector Orders Strict
Action Against Child Labour 

Kurnool, August 1 | TPN Bureau:
District Collector Dr. A. Siri has
directed Labour Department officials
to take stringent steps to eradicate
child labour and bonded labour
across the district. Chairing a review
meeting on child rights at the
Collectorate on Saturday, she
stressed that employing children
below the age of 18 is illegal and
instructed officials to intensify
inspections, identify violations, and
launch extensive awareness cam-
paigns.
The Collector ordered officials to
register criminal cases against those
engaging children in labour and
ensure coordinated action among all
concerned departments to protect
child rights and improve school
enrolment. She also instructed offi-
cials to widely publicise information
about the prohibition of child labour,
along with child helpline and Labour
Department contact numbers,
through social media and other plat-
forms so that citizens can report vio-
lations promptly.
Dr. Siri further directed officials to
ensure that orphaned, semi-
orphaned, rescued child labourers
and other vulnerable children are
admitted to government schools,
hostels or orphanages to secure their
education, safety and overall wel-
fare. She said protecting children
and providing them with access to
education is the collective responsi-
bility of all departments.
Additional SP Hussain Peera, Labour
Department Officer Venkateswarlu,
Dr. Bhaskar Raju, Child Welfare
Committee Chairperson Zubeda
Begum, and officials from various
departments attended the review
meeting.

Special August Festivals
at Tiruchanur Temples 
Tirupati, August 1 | TPN Bureau 
A series of special religious festivals
and sevas will be organised through-
out August at Sri Padmavati
Ammavari Temple in Tiruchanur and
its sub-temples, offering devotees an
opportunity to participate in various
spiritual programmes.
At Sri Padmavati Ammavari Temple,
the Goddess will be taken in Tiruchi
processions through the four Mada
streets on August 7, 14 and 28 at 6
pm. The Swarna Rathotsavam will
be celebrated on August 21 on the
occasion of Varalakshmi Vratam,
while the Gaja Vahanam procession
is scheduled for August 25.
At Sri Balarama Krishna Swamy
Temple, a Tiruchi procession will be
held on August 8, while Sri
Sundararaja Swamy Temple will
organise processions on August 3
and 30. Sri Suryanarayana Swamy
Temple will conduct a Tiruchi pro-
cession on August 17.
Regular Abhishekams will be per-
formed every Friday at the
Tiruchanur Srinivasa Temple. At
Appalayagunta Sri Prasanna
Venkateswara Swamy Temple, devo-
tees can participate in Ashtadala
Pada Padmaradhana, Ashtottara Sata
Kalashabhishekam, Kalyanotsavam,
Vastralankarana, and weekly
Abhishekams for Sri Prasanna
Venkateswara Swamy and Sri
Prasanna Anjaneya Swamy through-
out the month.
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Tirupati, August 1 | TPN Bureau
District Revenue Officer G. Narasimhulu
said elaborate arrangements have been
made for the smooth and fair conduct of
the UPSC Combined Medical Services
Examination 2026, scheduled to be held
on August 2. Speaking at a review meet-
ing conducted through video conference
at the Collectorate on Saturday, he said
1,093 candidates will appear at three

examination centres in the district.
The examination will be held in two ses-
sions, from 9.30 am to 11.30 am and 2
pm to 4 pm. Officials were directed to
ensure strict adherence to examination
guidelines. Mobile phones, smart watch-
es, wireless headsets and other electron-
ic devices will not be permitted inside
examination centres.
Departments concerned were instructed
to ensure adequate police security, unin-
terrupted power supply, RTC bus servic-
es, safe drinking water and clean toilets.
Officials were also asked to help candi-
dates reach their centres on time. UPSC
Observer N. Vasantha, State Observer B.
Anand, and other officials attended the
review meeting.

Tirupati Ready for UPSC Medical Exam

Doravarisatram, August 1 | TPN Bureau
Sullurpeta MLA Dr. Nelavala
Vijayashree conducted an extensive
door-to-door campaign in Vedurupattu
village of Doravarisatram mandal on
Saturday as part of the "Two Years of
Trust - Development and Welfare" pro-
gramme. During her visit, she interacted
with residents, enquired about their
grievances and suggestions, and
explained the coalition government's
welfare initiatives, development works,
and public services implemented over
the past two years.
Later, the MLA participated in the NTR
Bharosa pension distribution programme
and personally handed over pensions to
eligible beneficiaries. Interacting with
senior citizens, widows, persons with
disabilities, and other beneficiaries, she
enquired about their well-being and
assured them of the government's con-
tinued support.
Vijayashree said that under the leader-

ship of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, the coalition government is
ensuring timely doorstep delivery of
pensions every month while giving
equal importance to welfare and devel-
opment. She affirmed that public welfare
remains the government's highest priori-
ty and that every eligible family would
continue to receive the benefits of gov-
ernment schemes. Local public represen-
tatives, officials, party leaders, activists,
and a large number of villagers partici-
pated in the programme.

Vijayashree Conducts
Door-to-Door Campaign

Tirupati, August 1 | TPN Bureau
APSPDCL Chairman and Managing
Director Sivashankar Lotheti directed
officials to ensure proper maintenance of
street lights and prevent electricity
wastage across the corporation's nine
districts, including Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor, Annamayya, Kadapa, Kurnool,
Nandyal, Anantapur, and Sri Sathya Sai.
He said there should be no negligence in
monitoring street lights, noting that
many continue to burn during the day-
time despite the installation of smart
meters.

The CMD said APSPDCL covers 13,568
street light service connections in corpo-
rations and municipalities and 41,918
connections in panchayats. Although
maintenance is the responsibility of local
bodies, he stressed the need for close
coordination with Electricity Department
staff. He urged the public to report street
lights glowing during the day and
warned that disciplinary action would be
taken against officials found negligent.
Later, Sivashankar Lotheti handed over
an accident insurance payout of Rs 1.10
crore to the family of N. Gnana Sekhar,
an Assistant Lineman who died while on
duty. He advised field staff to strictly
follow safety measures and said the
insurance provided under the State Bank
of India Corporate Salary Package offers
financial security to employees' families.
Senior APSPDCL and SBI officials
attended the programme.

Srikalahasti, August 1 | TPN Bureau
Leaders said the inauguration of
Bhogapuram International Airport is a
proud milestone for Telugu people and
fulfils the long-pending dream of North
Andhra. They credited Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for making the project a
reality, recalling that the foundation and
key approvals were secured during the
2014-19 TDP government.
The leaders criticised YSRCP for
attempting to claim credit despite oppos-
ing the airport project in the past. They
said the airport's completion marks a

major step in strengthening regional
connectivity and boosting economic
growth.
They also expressed happiness that the
Kalamkari artworks created by
renowned Srikalahasti artist Ramesh
have been displayed at the international
airport, bringing recognition to the tem-
ple town and its rich cultural heritage.
The leaders congratulated Union Civil
Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, and Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu for completing the
prestigious project.

Bhogapuram Airport Makes
Telugu People Proud

APSPDCL CMD Warns Against
Street Light Negligence

Six Roads Approved for Kovuru

Development, Welfare Progressing: Somireddy

Venkatachalam, August 1 | TPN Bureau:
Telugu Desam Party youth leader Somireddy Rajagopal Reddy
said Andhra Pradesh is witnessing rapid development and
effective implementation of welfare schemes under the coali-

tion government. Participating in the 'Rendello Trust -
Development - Welfare' campaign at Gudlurvaripalem in
Venkatachalam mandal on Saturday, he said the Sarvepalli con-
stituency is progressing under the leadership of MLA
Somireddy Chandramohan Reddy.
Rajagopal Reddy visited households to explain the govern-
ment's welfare schemes and development initiatives while
interacting with residents and receiving their feedback. He dis-
tributed NTR Bharosa pensions to eligible beneficiaries and
assured them of the government's continued commitment to
public welfare.
During the tour, he inspected solar units installed at SC and ST
households and assured villagers that new borewells would
soon be provided to address drinking water needs. He also vis-
ited the Zilla Parishad High School, interacted with students,
and promised development of the school playground along
with the supply of necessary sports equipment. Local leaders,
party workers, and a large number of villagers participated in
the programme.

AP a Welfare Role Model Says Arani Srinivasulu
Tirupati, August 1 | TPN
Bureau
Tirupati MLA Arani
Srinivasulu said Andhra
Pradesh has emerged as a
role model for the nation in
implementing welfare pro-
grammes. On Saturday, he,
along with In-charge
Commissioner Sarada Devi
and NDA alliance leaders,
distributed NTR Bharosa
pensions to beneficiaries at
Surayyakatta in the 42nd
Division.
The MLA said Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, and Education

Minister Nara Lokesh
deserve credit for strengthen-
ing financial security for the
poor through enhanced pen-
sions. He alleged that despite
inheriting huge debts from
the YSRCP government, the
coalition government fulfilled
its election promise by
increasing pensions and
implementing the Super Six
welfare schemes.
Arani Srinivasulu said 18,200
beneficiaries within the
Tirupati Municipal
Corporation limits receive Rs
8.09 crore in pensions every
month. He appealed to people
to support the coalition gov-

ernment for giving equal
importance to welfare and
development. Deputy

Commissioner Amarayya and
other public representatives
attended the programme.

Collector Distributes NTR Bharosa Pensions

Chittoor, August 1 | TPN Bureau 
Chittor District Collector Sumit Kumar distributed social secu-
rity pensions under the government's NTR Bharosa scheme to

beneficiaries at their doorsteps in Masid Mitta, Oti Cheruvu,
under the village secretariat limits, and the 17th Ward of
Chittoor Municipality on Saturday.
The Collector personally interacted with beneficiaries, enquired
about their well-being, and verified whether pensions were
being distributed regularly every month. He also asked if any-
one had demanded money in exchange for the pensions and
directed officials to ensure the distribution process remained
transparent and hassle-free.
As part of the programme, Abdul Latif, LC Mani, and Hussain
Begum received old-age pensions of Rs 4,000 each. Sumit
Kumar instructed the concerned officials to ensure that all eli-
gible beneficiaries receive their pensions on time without
inconvenience.
Municipal Commissioner Narasimha Prasad, Assistant
Commissioner Prasad, Secretariat Welfare Secretary K. Palani,
Administration Secretary Vinod Kumar, and other officials par-
ticipated in the pension distribution programme.

TIDCO Houses Handed Over in Venkatagiri
Venkatagiri, August 1 | TPN
Bureau
Venkatagiri MLA

Kurugondla Ramakrishna
inaugurated AP TIDCO hous-
ing complexes at NTR Nagar
and Chevireddypalli within
the Venkatagiri municipal
limits on Saturday. He hand-
ed over house keys to benefi-
ciaries and presented a
cheque for Rs 2.18 crore
towards the refund of
advance amounts previously
paid by them.
Addressing the gathering, the
MLA said the coalition gov-
ernment's objective is to fulfil

the dream of home ownership
for the poor. He said the
houses were constructed
using modern shear wall
technology under the vision
of Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and the
efforts of Municipal
Administration Minister
Narayana. Kurugondla
Ramakrishna alleged that the
YSRCP government delayed
handing over the houses and
praised Nara Lokesh for cre-
ating employment opportuni-
ties for youth. He instructed
beneficiaries to use the hous-
es only for personal residence

and warned that allotments
would be cancelled if the
houses were rented out. Local

alliance leaders, municipal
officials and beneficiaries
attended the programme.
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Darsi, Aug 1 | TPN Bu-
reau

District Collector P. Rajaba-
bu urged persons with disabili-
ties to move forward with self-
confidence and focus on 
achieving their goals while ad-
dressing a distribution pro-
gram at the Darsi Agricultural 
Market Yard on Friday.

The event, organized by the 
Department for the Welfare of  
Differently-Abled and Senior 
Citizens in collaboration with 
ALIMCO, saw the distribution 
of  443 assistive devices worth 
₹79.59 lakh to 309 beneficiaries. 
Ongole MP Magunta Sriniva-
sulu Reddy and Darsi constitu-
ency TDP in-charge Gottipati 
Lakshmi participated.

The Collector highlighted 
that both Central and State 
governments are extending 
full support through schemes 
under ‘Indradhanassu’, provid-
ing battery-operated tricycles, 
wheelchairs, hearing aids, and 
crutches. He assured that re-
maining eligible beneficiaries 

would be covered in the next 
phase and announced that job 
vacancies would soon be filled 
b y  c a n d i d a t e s  w i t h 
disabilities.

Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy 
said assistive devices worth 
₹2.25 crore are being distribut-
ed across the undivided 
Prakasam district, with nearly 
₹80 lakh allocated to Darsi. He 

thanked Union Minister Viren-
dra Kumar for the support and 
noted that 143 battery-operated 
tricycles were included.

Gottipati Lakshmi highlight-
ed increased pensions and wel-
fare measures. Officials and 
local leaders attended, while 
beneficiaries expressed happi-
ness over the support.

Assistive Devices Distributed to  
309 Beneficiaries in DarsiEluru, August 1 | TPN 

Bureau
District Collector K. Vetri-

selvi said 92.84% of  NTR Bha-
rosa pensions were distributed 
across Eluru district on Satur-
day, the first day of  the month-
ly pension disbursement.

She said pensions were due 
to 2,54,579 beneficiaries, of  
whom 2,36,351 received their 
pensions between 6.30 a.m. and 
7 p.m. through 605 village and 
ward secretariats.

The Collector appreciated 
the efforts of  4,954 secretariat 
staff  members who visited 
beneficiaries’ homes to ensure 
doorstep delivery of  pensions.

She said arrangements were 
being made to provide pen-

sions to the remaining benefi-
ciaries, including those under-
going treatment at hospitals 
outside the district, on human-
itarian grounds.

Vetriselvi directed the DRDA 
Project Director to ensure sec-
retariat staff  personally con-
tact pending beneficiaries and 
complete 100% pension distri-
bution across the district by 
the evening of  August 3.

92.84% of NTR Bharosa Pen-

sions Distributed in Eluru District

Nellore, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The women’s events of  the 
Andhra State 1st Ranking Car-
rom Tournament–2026 com-
menced on the second day at 
Nellore Club. The tournament 
is being organised by the Nel-
lore District Carrom Associa-
tion under the supervision of  
the Andhra State Carrom As-
sociation.The women’s compe-
tition was inaugurated by Ma-
lireddy Kotareddy, Tournament 
Co-Chairman and former Ran-
ji Trophy cricketer, by striking 
the ceremonial first shot. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Ko-
tareddy said discipline, dedica-
tion and regular practice are 
essential for success in sports. 
He expressed confidence that 
women players would achieve 
national and international rec-
ognition in carrom.Mannaray-
ana, President of  the Nellore 
District Carrom Association, 
said the growing participation 

of  women players reflects the 
sport’s steady development in 
Andhra Pradesh. Shaik Abdul 
Jaleel, General Secretary of  
the Andhra State Carrom As-
sociation, said around 200 men 
and women players from 
across the state are participat-
ing in the tournament. He an-
nounced that 14 players, in-
cluding CH. Janardhan Reddy, 
G. Venu Madhav, Shaik Allah 
Bakhshu and B. Kishore, quali-
f ied  for  the  men’s  pre-
quarterfinals.P. Srinivasulu, 
Secretary of  the Nellore Dis-
trict Carrom Association, said 
free accommodation, food and 
other facilities have been ar-
ranged for all participants. The 
best performers from the men’s 
and women’s categories will be 
selected to represent the 
Andhra Pradesh State Carrom 
Team. The event was attended 
by office-bearers, sports offi-
c i a l s ,  p l a y e r s  a n d  
spectators

Women’s Competition Begins 
at State Carrom Tournament

Indrakeeladri, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

A large number of  devotees, 
particularly women, thronged 
the Indrakeeladri temple on 
Saturday, the 18th day of  the 
Ashada Sare festival, to offer 
turmeric, vermilion, bangles 
and sarees to Goddess Kanaka 
Durga, whom they worship as 
their family deity and beloved 
daughter.Women from differ-
ent regions reached the temple 
in traditional processions ac-
companied by auspicious mu-
sic and Kolatam performances, 
a d d i n g  t o  t h e  f e s t i v e 

atmosphere.
Temple authorities said that 

by 5 p.m., a total of  49 Sare 
groups comprising 20,342 devo-
tees had arrived to present 
their offerings to the Goddess.

Special arrangements were 
made to ensure smooth and 
free Darshan for the visiting 
Sare groups. The temple ad-
ministration also provided 
Ashirvachanam (priestly 
blessings) to all devotees par-
ticipating in the ritual, ensur-
ing the celebrations were con-
ducted in a peaceful and 
organised manner.

Sare Groups Flock to Indra-
keeladri for Ashada Festival

Srikalahasti, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

The Sahasra Ghatabhishek-
am was performed with great 
devotion and grandeur at the 
Srikalahastiswara Swamy 
Temple on Saturday. The sa-
cred ritual was conducted un-
der the guidance of  temple 
priests and Vedic scholars, 
who performed special pujas 
and ceremonially bathed the 
deity with water from a thou-
sand sacred pots in accordance 
with scriptural traditions.

Hundreds of  devotees par-
ticipated in the ritual amid the 
chanting of  Vedic hymns and 
traditional auspicious music, 
seeking the blessings of  Lord 
Srikalahastiswara. Temple au-

thorities said the ceremony 
was organised to pray for uni-
versal well-being, peace and 
happiness of  the people, timely 
rainfall, and the prosperity of  
the state.Executive Officer B.K. 
Venkatesulu, Temple Chair-
man K. Sai Prasad, and Gov-

erning Council members Gur-
r a p p a  S h e t t y  a n d 
Lakshmamma took part in the 
religious ceremonies. Follow-
ing the rituals, Teertha Prasa-
dam was distributed to the dev-
otees  who attended the 
programme in large numbers.

Sahasra Ghatabhishekam Held at Srikalahasti Temple

Eluru, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The 92nd foundation day of  
the Revolutionary Communist 
Party of  India (RCPI) was cel-
ebrated in Eluru on Saturday. 
RCPI District Secretary P. 
Kishore hoisted the party flag 
at the party office in R.R. Peta.

Addressing party workers, 
Kishore said the RCPI was 
founded on August 1, 1934, by 
Saumyendranath Tagore in 
West Bengal and played a sig-
nificant role in India's freedom 
struggle. He paid tribute to 
martyrs who sacrificed their 

lives for independence.
Kishore said the party had 

represented states including 
Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and 
Tripura, and had served in 
Left-led governments. He al-
leged that the Centre and State 
governments were diverting 
attention from public issues by 
promoting communal divi-
sions and urged them to change 
their policies.

District committee members 
and leaders of  various people's 
organisations attended the 
programme.

RCPI Marks 92nd Foundation Day in Eluru

Eluru, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The state-level elections of  
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment Retired Employees' Asso-
ciation will be held in Eluru on 
August 22 and 23, Election Of-
ficer and retired Tahsildar B. 
Somashekhara Rao announced 
on Saturday.

Addressing a meeting at the 
Association’s district office in 
Kota Dibba, Somashekhara 
Rao released the election 
schedule and urged eligible 
members to complete the voter 
registration process within the 
stipulated time.

According to the schedule, 
voter registration will be con-
ducted from 11 a.m. on August 
1 to 5 p.m. on August 2, while 
the final voter list will be pub-
lished on August 3.

The nomination process will 

begin on August 22 at Nerella 
Raja Merchant Chambers 
Kalyana Mandapam in Eluru. 
Nominations will be accepted 
from 12.30 p.m. to 2.30 p.m., fol-
lowed by scrutiny from 2.30 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Candidates will 
be allowed to withdraw their 
nominations between 5.15 p.m. 
and 6.15 p.m., after which the 
final list of  contestants will be 
announced.

If  polling becomes neces-
sary, voting will be conducted 
on August 23 from 8 a.m. to 12 
noon, and the results will be 
declared later the same day.

Somashekhara Rao said re-
tired Tahsildar D.V.S. Sub-
barao will serve as the Assis-
tant Election Officer and assist 
in conducting the election pro-
c e s s  s m o o t h l y  a n d 
transparently.

State-Level Retired Employees’ 

Association Polls on August 22, 23

Ongole, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

The Government Railway 
Police (GRP), Ongole, arrested 
three accused in separate cases 
during checks on trains and 
railway stations, recovering 
stolen property and handing 
over the accused to the con-
cerned police for further 
action.

Railway SI T. Sriram said a 
17-year-old juvenile wanted in 
a Tirumala Police case was ap-
prehended on the Tirupati–
Puri Express on July 31. Two 
gold chains weighing about 60 
grams, valued at ₹7.5 lakh, were 

recovered.
In another case, Potnuru Jas-

wanth Kumar was detained on 
the Howrah Express with a 
statue of  Sri Anjaneya Swamy 
and handed over to Tirumala 
Police.

Separately, escaped accused 
Mekala Narasimha was traced 
and arrested near Gudur Rail-
way Station before being hand-
ed over to Kadiri Town Police.

The GRP warned that rail-
way stations and trains are un-
der continuous CCTV surveil-
lance and urged the public to 
r e f r a i n  f r o m  u n l aw f u l 
activities.

GRP Ongole Arrests Three Ac-
cused in Separate Cases

Ongole, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Kapunadu leaders on Satur-
day urged the Andhra Pradesh 
government to provide reser-
vations for the Kapu commu-
nity and immediately release 
the ₹2,000 crore annually an-
nounced through the Kapu 
Corporation.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence organised by the Ongole 
Parliamentary Kapunadu un-
der the leadership of  Parlia-
mentary President Pogula Mal-
likarjuna, Kapunadu National 
President Galla Subrahmany-
am and National Honorary 
President Chandu Janardhan 

announced that a key meeting 
of  Kapu association leaders 
and Kapu public representa-
tives from across the state 
would be held on August 16 at 
Highway Palace in Vijayawa-
da.They said the meeting 
would prepare a comprehen-
sive action plan on issues con-
cerning the Kapu community 
and submit it to the state gov-
ernment. The leaders stressed 
that reservations were essen-
tial to secure better education-
al and employment opportuni-
ties for Kapu youth. They also 
called for the immediate re-
lease of  the promised Kapu 
Corporation funds.

Kapunadu Demands Reservations, 
Release of Corporation Funds

Chirala, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

World Auto Drivers’ Day 
was celebrated with enthusi-
asm at Masjid Centre in Chi-
rala on Saturday under the 
leadership of  Kunchala Ravi, 
President of  the Swayam-
krushi Auto Workers & Own-
ers Association. The celebra-
tions included the distribution 
of  sweets to auto drivers and 
local residents.

Addressing the gathering, 
Honorary President Salagala 

Vijay praised the invaluable 
services rendered by auto 
drivers, who work tirelessly to 
provide affordable transport 
to the public while supporting 
their families. He urged the 
coalition government to give 

priority to the welfare of  auto 
workers and expedite the re-
lease of  the annual financial 
assistance under the Vahana 
Mitra scheme.

Vijay said the assistance 
would provide much-needed 
relief  to auto drivers facing 
rising fuel prices and increas-
ing living expenses. Repre-
sentatives of  the Swayam-
krushi Auto Workers & 
Owners Association, a large 
number of  auto drivers, and 
local residents participated in 
the celebrations.

World Auto Drivers’ Day Celebrated

Eluru, August 1 | TPN 
Bureau

Ashada Masam Henna Cele-
brations were organised at 
Venkataraopeta Primary 
School in Eluru on Saturday to 
create awareness among girl 
students about Indian culture 
and traditions.

The programme was con-
ducted by environmental activ-

ist and Eluru Red Cross Execu-
tive Committee member 
Adusumilli Nirmala, who ap-
plied henna to the hands of  all 
the girl students.

Addressing the gathering, 
Nirmala said applying henna 
during the month of  Ashada is 
not only a cultural tradition 
but also offers health benefits 
by protecting against seasonal 
ailments. She explained the 

medicinal properties, scientif-
ic importance and traditional 
significance of  henna to the 
students.

School Headmistress Rara 
Rajeshwari, members of  Nir-
mala’s friends’ group—Vishnu 
Maheshwari, Mohini and Ran-
ganayaki—along with teach-
ers, parents and local dignitar-
ies attended the programme 
and appreciated the initiative.

Rajamahendravaram, 
August 1 | TPN Bureau

District Revenue Officer S. 
Bhaskar Reddy on Saturday di-
rected officials to strictly im-
plement government guide-
lines for the smooth conduct of  
the Andhra Pradesh Teacher 
Eligibility Test (AP TET June–
2026).Chairing a coordination 
meeting at the District Collec-
torate, attended by officials 
from the Police, Electricity, 
Medical, RTC and Education 

departments, Bhaskar Reddy 
reviewed preparations for the 
examinations.District Educa-
tional Officer K. Vasudeva Rao 
said the AP TET will be held in 
East Godavari district from 
August 5 to 16 in two daily ses-
sions at Rajiv Gandhi Group of  
Education Institute and iON 
Digital Zone, both at Luthergi-
ri in Rajamahendravaram.

Around 16,680 candidates are 
expected to appear. Flying 
squads and departmental offic-
ers have been deployed, while 

Section 144 will be enforced at 
examination centres. Candi-
dates were advised to follow 
the instructions on their hall 
tickets and reach the centres 
well in advance.

Prakasam, August 1 | 
TPN Bureau

Prakasam and Markapuram 
district police intensified ac-
tion against illegal and anti-
social activities during July, 
District SP V. Harshavardhan 
Raju said.Police registered 
three ganja cases, arrested 11 

persons and seized 8.89 kg of  
cannabis. Raids on gambling 
led to 46 cases, 239 arrests and 
the seizure of  ₹12.43 lakh, five 
roosters, 37 motorcycles and 48 
mobile phones.A total of  922 
rowdy-sheeters were coun-
selled, while 2,669 cases were 
booked for drinking in public 
places. Police also registered 

3,581 cases against road en-
croachments and 11,127 traffic 
violations through the e-chal-
lan system.Additionally, 396 
motorists were booked for 
drunk driving, with courts im-
posing fines of  ₹12.62 lakh. The 
SP warned that strict legal ac-
tion would continue against all 
law violators.

Ashada Henna Celebrations Held at Eluru School

Prakasam, Markapuram Police Intensify Crackdown on Illegal Activities

Strict Guidelines to Be Followed for AP TET: DRO

Chilakaluripet Tops Pension  
Distribution in Palnadu 

Chilakaluripet: Chilakaluripet Municipality secured first 
place in Palnadu district in the distribution of  NTR Bharosa 
pensions for August by achieving a 97.69% success rate.

Out of  10,935 sanctioned pensions within the municipal 
limits, 10,682 were distributed to beneficiaries, enabling the 
municipality to top the district rankings.Narasaraopet Mu-
nicipality finished second with a distribution rate of  97.68%, 
narrowly missing the top spot by just 0.01%. Sattenapalli 
Municipality secured third place with 97.67%.Officials said 
the timely distribution reflected the coordinated efforts of  
municipal staff  in ensuring doorstep delivery of  pensions 
to eligible beneficiaries across the municipality.

BJP Leader Seeks Action on High-
way Tree Maintenance 

Kadiri: BJP National Council Member S. Vishnuvardhan 
Reddy has urged the Satya Sai district administration to 
take immediate action to prevent accidents caused by poor 
maintenance of  roadside trees along the National Highway 
in Kadiri.In a statement, he alleged that a private organisa-
tion entrusted with tree maintenance under its Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative had failed in its re-
sponsibility. He appealed to the District Collector, Joint Col-
lector and Municipal Commissioner to review the issue and 
implement a permanent solution. He also thanked the offi-
cials for their prompt response and called for effective main-
tenance to ensure public safety.

443 Assistive Devices Distribut-
ed to 309 Beneficiaries in Darsi 
Darsi: District Collector P. Rajababu, along with Ongole 

MP Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy and Darsi TDP In-charge 
Gottipati Lakshmi, distributed 443 assistive devices worth 
₹79.59 lakh to 309 persons with disabilities at Darsi Agricul-
tural Market Yard.Rajababu said the governments are com-
mitted to the welfare of  persons with disabilities and as-
sured support through welfare schemes and assistive 
devices. Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy said devices worth ₹2.25 
crore are being distributed across the undivided Prakasam 
district through ALIMCO. Gottipati Lakshmi highlighted 
the State government's enhanced pension and welfare 
initiatives.
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 OPINION

India’s reservation system, 
rooted in constitutional ide-
als, continues to remain at 
the center of  intense public 
debate. Far from being a mere 
welfare measure, reserva-
tions were envisioned as a 
structural correction to cen-
turies of  caste-based exclu-
sion embedded in society.
Historical Roots and Con-
stitutional Intent

The origins of  reservations 
lie in the deep inequalities 
created by the varna system, 
which marginalized SC, ST, 
and BC communities across 
all spheres of  life. B.R. 
Ambedkar and the Constitu-
ent Assembly designed reser-
vations to ensure representa-
tion in education, governance, 
and employment. Even before 
Independence, Chhatrapati 
Shahu Maharaj pioneered af-
firmative action in 1902, 
granting 50% reservation to 
non-Brahmin communities 
in Kolhapur, setting a trans-
formative precedent.

 
Inequality Still Shapes 
Reality

Despite decades of  pro-
gress, caste-based discrimi-
nation persists in everyday 
life. From housing bias to re-
stricted access in religious 
spaces, social exclusion con-
tinues in subtle and overt 
forms. Economically too, dis-
parities remain stark, with a 
majority of  land and wealth 
concentrated among a small 
segment, while marginalized 
communities continue to 
dominate low-paying and 
stigmatized occupations like 
sanitation work.
Representation and Policy 
Concerns

A major concern is the lim-

ited representation of  mar-
ginalized groups in higher 
judiciary appointments. Crit-
ics argue that the absence of  
proportional inclusion con-
tradicts constitutional ideals. 
The introduction of  EWS res-
ervations by the NDA govern-
ment led by Narendra Modi 
has further fueled debate, 
with many questioning 
whether shifting focus to eco-
nomic criteria weakens the 
foundational principle of  so-
cial justice.
The Merit Argument Revis-
ited

The call for a purely merit-
based system often overlooks 
structural inequalities. Equal 
opportunity remains elusive 
when access to quality educa-
tion and resources is uneven. 
In such a context, reserva-
tions are seen not as a privi-
lege but as a necessary mech-
anism to level the playing 
field.
Reforming Society for 
Equality

Experts emphasize the 
need for deeper reforms be-
yond reservations. Encourag-
ing inter-caste marriages, 

opening priesthood to all 
communities, ensuring repre-
sentation in the judiciary, and 
implementing caste-based 
data for policy decisions are 
among the measures suggest-
ed. Stronger enforcement 
against caste discrimination 
is also seen as essential.
Movements and Emerging 
Narratives

Recent protests, including 
those led by Cockroach Jana-
ta Party, Jan Jee students, 
and activist Abhijeet Deepke, 
have brought reservation is-
sues back into public dis-
course. The rapid rise of  the 
“Reservation Bachao An-
dolan” on social media re-
flects growing polarization, 
with concerns also emerging 
about counter-narratives op-
p o s i n g  c a s t e - b a s e d 
reservations.

An Ongoing Constitutional 
Commitment

Reservations were con-
ceived as a response to his-
torical injustice, not a tempo-
rary concession. The broader 
consensus among many 
scholars and activists is that 
they must continue until 
caste-based inequalities are 
dismantled and true social 
equality is achieved. Until 
then, the debate over reserva-
tions is unlikely to fade, re-
flecting the unfinished jour-
ney toward justice and 
inclusion in Indian society.

“The responsibility of  an artist 
is not merely to entertain, but 
also to provoke thought.”

— Naseeruddin Shah
Few actors have altered the 

very grammar of  Indian acting 
as profoundly as Naseeruddin 
Shah. At a time when stardom of-
ten overshadowed artistry, he re-
directed the discourse from ce-
lebrity to craft, demonstrating 
that acting is not a performance 
of  gestures but an exploration of  
the human soul.

 
If  the Indian Parallel Cinema 

movement marked a cultural re-
naissance, Naseeruddin Shah 
stood among its defining faces. 
Trained at the National School of  
Drama, New Delhi, and the Film 
and Television Institute of  India, 
Pune, he emerged alongside fel-
low luminaries such as Om Puri, 
Shabana Azmi, and Smita Patil to 
forge a new cinematic language 
one rooted in truth, restraint, 
and emotional authenticity.

Shah's acting is remarkable for 
what it refuses to do. There are no 
exaggerated gestures or theatri-
cal expressions. Instead, a fleet-
ing glimmer in the eyes, the faint-
est curve of  the lips, a pause 
suspended between words, or the 
quiet weariness resting on his 
shoulders become the instru-
ments of  expression. What oth-
ers articulate through elaborate 
dialogue, he conveys with a sin-
gle glance. What many attempt to 
express through raised voices, he 
communicates through silence. 
His extraordinary gift lies in re-

vealing the hidden interior life of  
his characters.

The influence of  his theatre 
training under the legendary 
Ebrahim Alkazi is unmistakable. 
His command of  language, pre-
cise diction, disciplined physical-
ity, and complete immersion into 
character all bear the imprint of  
the stage. Yet he never remained 
confined by theatrical conven-
tions. Shah instinctively under-
stood that cinema demands a dif-
ferent scale of  expression, that 
before the camera, less is often 
infinitely more. His performanc-
es are therefore free of  excess, 
achieving their power through 
remarkable economy.

At a time when cinema increas-
ingly revolves around technolo-
gy, visual effects, and marketing 
strategies, Naseeruddin Shah re-
minds us that the true heart of  
cinema remains the human be-
ing. Stories are, ultimately, about 
people. Acting is the art of  dis-
covering the unseen landscapes 
of  their inner lives.

Born in 1950 in Barabanki, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Shah made his cin-
ematic debut in Shyam Benegal's 
Nishant. His extraordinary body 
of  work includes landmark films 
such as Aakrosh, Sparsh, Mirch 
Masala, Albert Pinto Ko Gussa 
Kyun Aata Hai, Trikaal, Bhavni 
Bhavai, Junoon, Mandi, Mohan 
Joshi Hazir Ho!, Ardh Satya, 
Katha, Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro, 
Masoom, Ijazat, Maqbool, and his 
unforgettable portrayal in 
Gulzar's television classic Mirza 
Ghalib. Together, these perfor-

mances constitute one of  the 
richest legacies in Indian 
cinema.

His contribution to theatre is 
equally distinguished. Through 
Motley Productions, founded in 
1977, Shah has directed and per-
formed in celebrated productions 
including Waiting for Godot,  Is-
mat  Apa Ke Naam,  Manto-Ismat 
Haazir Hain,  Aurat Aurat Aurat,  
Kambakht Bilkul Aurat, The Fa-
ther, and Dear Liar. His theatre 
work reflects the same artistic 
integrity and intellectual curios-
ity that characterize his films.

Among his finest cinematic 
achievements, Sai Paranjpye's 
‘Sparsh’ remains a milestone in 
Indian cinema. Shah's portrayal 
of  Anirudh, the Principal of  a 
school for the visually impaired, 
transcends conventional acting. 
It is an act of  profound  human 

understanding. Through Anir-
udh, Shah dismantles familiar 
stereotypes, blindness is not an 
object of  pity, disability is not 
weakness, and dignity possesses 
its own vision. His portrayal of  a 
man who longs for love yet can-
not endure being loved out of  
compassion is rendered with 
such emotional precision that the 
invisible  becomes  dee ply 
visible.

Equally immortal is Gulzar's 
television adaptation of  Mirza 
Ghalib. Elevated by Jagjit Singh's 
sublime ghazals and Shah's lumi-
nous performance, the series has 
become a classic of  Indian televi-
sion. Ghalib may be read. He may 
be heard. But to truly see Ghalib, 
one must watch Naseeruddin 
Shah inhabit him.

Goutam Ghose's  Paar stands 
as one of  the towering works of  

Indian Parallel Cinema a searing 
exploration of  poverty, caste op-
pression, and exploitation. Shah's 
portrayal of   Naurangia, driving 
a herd of  pigs across a river in 
one of  Indian cinema's most un-
forgettable sequences, scarcely 
feels like acting. It appears in-
stead as the distilled reality of  
millions condemned to lives of  
hardship and invisibility.

From Masoom to Maqbool, 
Shah has repeatedly reinvented 
himself. In Masoom, he embodies 
a father haunted by guilt. In Man-
di, he radiates innocence amid 
moral ambiguity. In Khandhar, 
he becomes a man trapped among 
the ruins of  time itself. In 
Maqbool, he reveals the terror 
concealed beneath the intoxica-
tion of  power. Every role carries 
a new face, a new voice, and a 
new emotional universe. Even in 
recent productions such as Made 
in India: The Titan Story and 
Main Wapas Aaunga, his perfor-
mances reveal an artist whose 
creative vitality remains undi-
minished.Naseeruddin Shah is 
more than an extraordinary ac-
tor. He is also a conscientious citi-
zen who believes that artists car-
ry responsibilities within a 
democracy. He has spoken fear-
lessly on issues such as religious 
intolerance, the politics of  ha-
tred, freedom of  expression, and 
artistic liberty. His willingness to 
voice his convictions even at per-
sonal cost distinguishes him as 
much as his artistic achieve-
ments. Throughout his life, he 
has remained committed not to 
popularity, but to the demands of  
his own conscience.In an age that 
often celebrates spectacle over 
substance, Naseeruddin Shah en-
dures as a rare artist who re-
minds us that the highest pur-
pose of  acting is not imitation 
but revelation, not performance, 
but truth.

To travel in a palanquin, car-
rying carts of  memories, is al-
ways beautiful. One such mem-
ory is sleeping under the open 
sky. 

In the past, sleeping outside 
their houses, especially during 
hot summer days, was very 
common across rural  India.

     It was sheer Joy sleeping 
under the open sky, overlooking 
the twinkling of  stars and the 
moonlit sky.    

People had blissful sleep, 
breathing fresh air and feeling 
a tender breeze blowing across.

 In those good old days, air 
and sound pollution were un-
heard of. People would slip into 
sleep the moment they lay their 
backs on the beds. They fol-
lowed the norm of  early to bed 
and early to rise, scrupulously.

In my childhood days, string 
cots were ubiquitous. Every 

house had as many cots as fam-
ily members and children 
would sleep on baby cots, spe-
cially made for them or sleep by 
the side of  their parents.

The advantage of  string cots 
was that, unlike the present-day 
single or double cot beds, they 
were not permanent fixtures.  
They were portable and light-
weight, and when not in use, 
could be lifted and leaned 
against walls or kept vertically 
outside the house, occupying 
minimum place.

When guests arrive, these 
cots double up as chairs. Cots 
are laid down for them to sit on 
and even to have a nap.

Those are the ’ powerless ’ 
days and to beat the stifling 
summer heat, sleeping outside 
is inescapable.

During the summer season, 
every house’s courtyard or 

backyard would be filled with 
rows of  cots and soon become a 
hub of  activities.  

Sometimes, even neighbours 
would join, making it even live-
lier.  From singing to cracking 
jokes to teasing riddles, every-
thing under the sun would be 
discussed and debated till sleep 
overwhelms all. Insomnia is un-
heard of. 

Those childhood images of  
sleeping in the lap of  nature, 
viewing the limitless sky with 
millions of  twinkling stars, and 
moons antics of  playing with 
clouds were still at the forefront 
of  my memory. 

Once,  during summer holi-
days , nieces and nephews and 
other relatives descended on 
my house. 

We all played a “hide & seek” 
game.  One hid beneath the cot 
to avoid detection. But the seek-
er soon found him and tried to 
lift the cot. The boy hiding kept 
pulling it down. In this process, 
one of  the cross planks of  the 
cot broke down, rendering it 
unusable. Till it was repaired, I 
was forced to sleep on the floor 

mat.
It is an unforgettable experi-

ence in my life.
With the arrival of  electric 

fans, coolers, and now Air Con-
ditioners, sleeping outside the 
house has gradually declined. 

Now, people sleep inside four 
walls, securing the doors from 
inside, keeping the fans/coolers 
or ACs on.  

Comforts have increased 
multiple times. Cotton mat-
tresses were replaced by syn-
thetic ones, making the bed 
more cushiony.  But sleep 
evades many.

In the name of  privacy, secu-
rity and comfort, people prefer 
to sleep indoors, and with that, 
the usage of  string cots has de-
clined, and double cot/single 
cot laminated gained currency 
and became a status symbol. 
The poor cot, which served 
many with great memories, has 
been pushed out of  the door. It 
still remains the poor man’s 
rich c

The present generation is de-
prived of  the joys of  sleeping 
under the sky .

Sleeping Under Thev 
Open Sky Is Joy Forever

 Varala Anand
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Social Justice: The Indian Constitution 
and the Necessity of Reservations

The observations made by the Mumbai High 
Court while hearing a petition on waste man-
agement deserve the attention of  every Indian. 
The Court remarked that when Indians are 
abroad, they hesitate even to throw a chocolate 
wrapper on the road, yet the same people have 
no hesitation in dumping tonnes of  waste on 
streets and near residential areas after return-
ing home. This simple comparison exposes a 
disturbing reality. The problem is not the ab-
sence of  rules but the absence of  civic 
responsibility.

Cleanliness cannot be achieved by govern-
ments and municipal authorities alone. Every 
citizen has a role to play in maintaining a hy-
gienic environment. We strictly follow rules 
and regulations in our homes and offices be-
cause we understand their importance. The 
same discipline must extend to public places. 
Roads, parks, markets, and residential colonies 
are shared spaces, and keeping them clean is a 
collective responsibility.India has a vibrant 
culture of  street food and roadside vendors. 
There is nothing wrong with enjoying these fa-
cilities, but there is everything wrong with 
carelessly throwing plastic covers, paper cups, 
food leftovers, and other waste onto the streets. 
Proper waste bins, regular collection, and re-
sponsible disposal can ensure that such activi-
ties do not become a source of  pollution. Ven-
dors, customers, and local bodies must work 
together to maintain cleanliness.

Improper waste disposal is not merely an 
aesthetic issue; it is a serious public health 
concern. Garbage dumped in the open contam-
inates the environment, clogs drainage sys-
tems, attracts disease-carrying insects and ani-
mals, and increases the risk of  infections. 
Preventing such hazards begins with simple 
individual actions. If  every citizen resolves to 
dispose of  waste responsibly and respects pub-
lic spaces as much as they respect those abroad, 
India can become cleaner, healthier, and more 
livable. Civic sense is not a foreign habit; it is 
a national responsibility that must become 
part of  our daily lives.

Editorial  Naseeruddin Shah: The Thinking 
Actor, the Questioning CitizenClean India 

Begins with 
Civic 

Responsibility

Editor
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The internal differences 
within the Punjab Congress re-
surfaced during a party meet-
ing in Patiala after supporters 
of  former Chief  Minister 
Charanjit Singh Channi raised 
slogans demanding his return, 
disrupting the address of  state 
Congress chief  Amarinder 
Singh Raja Warring.

The incident occurred dur-
ing a meeting held in Samana 
to discuss the party’s organisa-
tional strategy and prepara-
tions for upcoming political 
challenges. Senior Congress 
leaders, including Punjab in-
charge Bhupesh Baghel and 
state unit president Raja War-
ring, were present at the 
gathering.

Trouble began when War-
ring took the stage to address 
party workers. A section of  the 
audience, believed to be sup-
porters of  Channi, started 
chanting slogans such as 
“Charanjit Singh Channi 
zindabad” and “Bring back 
Channi, save Punjab.” The re-
peated slogans interrupted 
Warring’s speech and high-
lighted the ongoing divisions 
within the party’s Punjab unit.

The public show of  support 
for Channi has once again 
brought attention to the rival-
ry between different groups 
within the state Congress. 
While the party leadership has 
been making efforts to project 
unity, such incidents have ex-
posed the challenges in main-
taining cohesion among senior 
leaders and their supporters.

The meeting was aimed at 
strengthening the party organ-
isation and reviewing prepara-
tions for future electoral bat-

t l e s .  H o w e v e r,  t h e 
slogan-shouting episode shift-
ed the focus from strategy dis-
c u s s i o n s  t o  i n t e r n a l 
differences.

The development came a day 
after some Congress leaders 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
not being invited to a party 
meeting in Fatehgarh Sahib, 
further raising concerns about 
coordination and communica-
tion within the state unit.

Political observers believe 
that factional tensions could 
affect the Congress’s efforts to 
rebuild its position in Punjab. 
The party has been attempting 
to regain political ground after 
facing setbacks in recent elec-
tions, but disagreements 
among leaders and competing 
claims of  influence continue to 
remain a major challenge.

Bhupesh Baghel’s meetings 
with Punjab Congress leaders 
are expected to focus on 
strengthening the organisa-
tion, resolving internal dis-
putes, and preparing a united 
strategy for upcoming political 
contests.

The latest incident has high-
lighted the difficulty faced by 
the Congress leadership in bal-
ancing different factions with-
in the party. While individual 
leaders continue to enjoy 
strong support among sections 
of  party workers, the visible 
divisions may make it harder 
for the Congress to present a 
united front before voters.

The party leadership now 
faces the task of  addressing in-
ternal concerns and ensuring 
greater coordination among 
leaders to avoid further public 
displays of  differences.

Legendary mountaineer 
Nirmal “Nimsdai” Purja, one 
of  the most celebrated climb-
ers in the world, has died after 
being caught in an avalanche 
on Broad Peak in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK). The 
tragic incident has ended the 
journey of  a climber who rede-
fined the limits of  high-alti-
tude mountaineering.

Purja and several other 
climbers went missing after an 
avalanche struck the Broad 
Peak route, the world’s 12th-
highest mountain, during an 
expedition. His adventure com-
pany Elite Exped confirmed 
his death, along with the loss 
of  other members of  the expe-
dition team.

The company expressed 
deep sorrow over the tragedy, 
saying the world had lost one 
of  mountaineering’s greatest 
climbers. It described Purja as 
a leader who inspired millions 
through his courage, determi-
nation and belief  in human 
potential.

The avalanche occurred on 

Broad Peak’s West Ridge route 
at an altitude of  around 6,600 
metres. Rescue operations 
were launched by Pakistani au-
thorities, but harsh weather 
conditions and difficult ter-
rain made the search extreme-
ly challenging.

Broad Peak, located in the 
Karakoram mountain range 
near K2, is considered one of  
the most technically demand-
ing peaks due to its steep 
slopes, unpredictable weather 
and avalanche risks. The 
mountain rises to over 8,000 
metres above sea level, placing 

it among the world’s highest 
peaks.

Born in Nepal, Purja was a 
former soldier in the British 
Army’s elite Gurkha unit and 
Special Boat Service. He later 
became a full-time mountain-
eer and gained worldwide rec-
ognition for his extraordinary 
achievements.

In 2019, Purja created histo-
ry by climbing all 14 of  the 
world’s mountains above 8,000 
metres in just six months and 
six days through his “Project 
Possible” expedition. His re-
cord-breaking feat established 

him as one of  the greatest 
mountaineers of  the modern 
era.

He was also part of  the his-
toric team that achieved the 
first successful winter ascent 
of  K2 in 2021, another mile-
stone in Himalayan climbing 
history.

Purja’s achievements gained 
global attention through the 
Netflix documentary “14 
Peaks: Nothing Is Impossible,” 
which showcased his determi-
nation, teamwork and passion 
for mountaineering.

Beyond records, Purja was 
admired for inspiring people to 
overcome challenges and pur-
sue ambitious goals. His legacy 
is expected to continue through 
the organisations and initia-
tives he built, including Elite 
Exped and the Nimsdai 
Foundation.

The mountaineering com-
munity across the world has 
mourned the loss of  a fearless 
climber whose achievements 
transformed the sport and mo-
tivated millions.

Security agencies suspect 
that Lashkar-e-Taiba com-
mander Latif  Bhat and his as-
sociate Waris Shah were be-
hind the recent targeted 
killings of  migrant workers in 
Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing the latest attack in Kulgam 
that left two workers dead.

According to preliminary in-
vestigations, Shah allegedly 
provided logistical support 
and carried out reconnais-
sance before the attacks. Offi-
cials believe the killings were 
part of  a strategy to create fear 
and disturb normalcy in the 
Valley.

Two migrant workers from 
Chhattisgarh, identified as 
Deepak and Bhupender, were 
killed after terrorists opened 
fire on them in Kulgam on Fri-
day evening. Deepak died on 
the spot, while Bhupender suc-
cumbed to injuries during 
treatment at a hospital.

The attack came days after a 
policeman was killed in anoth-
er targeted strike in Anantnag, 
following which security forc-
es launched a major crack-
down across Kashmir.

Investigators believe small-
calibre weapons, possibly pis-

tols, were used in both attacks 
instead of  traditional assault 
rifles. Security officials said 
the method resembles the pat-
tern followed by “hybrid ter-
rorists” linked to The Resist-
ance Front (TRF), an offshoot 
of  Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Officials said such attackers 
are often locally recruited op-
eratives who carry out sudden 
strikes and then blend into ci-
vilian areas to evade security 
forces. The use of  pistols and 
quick-hit tactics has made de-
tection more difficult for 
agencies.

Security forces are now 
searching for Latif  Bhat and 
Waris Shah as part of  the on-
going investigation. Agencies 
believe the duo may have been 
involved in planning and exe-
cuting multiple targeted at-
tacks in the region.

Latif  Bhat gained attention 
after the Shopian encounter, 
where he was trapped along 
with senior Lashkar com-
mander Zakir Ganai. During 
the five-day operation, securi-
ty forces killed Ganai, but Bhat 
managed to escape.

Since then, intelligence 

The Delhi government’s Lak-
shmi Yojana portal went live 
on Saturday, marking the be-
ginning of  the registration 
process for the city’s monthly 
financial assistance scheme 
for women. Within a few hours 
of  launch, 1,083 women had 
completed their registrations, 
according to gover nment 
officials.

The scheme aims to provide 
eligible women with financial 
assistance of  Rs 2,500 per 
month. Registration camps 
were set up across Delhi from 8 
am, where officials and volun-
teers assisted applicants in 
completing the online process, 
checking eligibility and up-
loading required documents.

At several centres, women 
were seen waiting in queues 
since morning. Officials said 
each application initially took 
around 25 to 30 minutes to com-
plete, as applicants had to en-
ter Aadhaar details, family in-
formation, bank details and 
u p l o a d  s u p p o r t i n g 
documents.

Many women who completed 
the registration process said 
the procedure was simple with 
the help of  volunteers. Some 

applicants said the financial 
support would help them man-
age household expenses and 
provide greater financial 
independence.

Delhi Chief  Minister Rekha 
Gupta described the launch of  
the portal as a significant step 
towards women’s empower-
ment. She said the government 
had fulfilled its promise made 
to voters and allocated more 
than Rs 5,100 crore for the 
scheme.

The scheme is expected to 
benefit around 17 lakh women 
in Delhi. The government 
plans to release the first instal-
ment after verification and ap-
proval of  applications, likely 

around Raksha Bandhan on 
August 28.

The financial assistance pro-
gramme was one of  the key 
promises made by the BJP dur-
ing the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions. Initially referred to as 
the Mahila Samriddhi Yojana, 
it was later renamed the Delhi 
Lakshmi Yojana before receiv-
ing cabinet approval.

Under the eligibility crite-
ria, applicants must be women 
aged between 21 and 60 years, 
the eldest female member of  
their family, and registered 
voters in Delhi. The annual 
family income limit has been 
fixed at Rs 2.5 lakh.

Applicants must also meet 
residency conditions and pro-
vide documents such as Aad-
haar card, voter ID, photo-
graph, signature and proof  of  
residence. Women receiving 
certain government benefits, 
income taxpayers, government 
employees and families own-
ing four-wheelers are excluded 
from the scheme.

The government said the ini-
tiative is aimed at improving 
women’s economic security 
and helping them become more 
financially independent.

The prices of  commercial 
LPG cylinders have been re-
duced by Rs 192 per 19-kg cyl-
inder from Saturday, provid-
i n g  r e l i e f  t o  h o t e l s , 
restaurants and other com-
mercial users. At the same 
time, aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF) prices have been in-
creased by Rs 5 per litre.

According to state-owned 
oil companies, a 19-kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder in Delhi 

will now cost Rs 2,738, down 
from the earlier price of  Rs 
2,930. This marks the second 
consecutive monthly reduc-
tion in commercial LPG pric-
es after a cut of  Rs 183.50 on 
July 1.

The reduction follows a 
sharp rise in commercial LPG 
rates in recent months due to 
tensions in the Middle East 
that pushed global energy 
prices higher. Between Febru-

ary and June, the price of  a 
commercial cylinder had in-
creased by Rs 1,373, rising 
from Rs 1,740.50 to Rs 3,113.50.

Along with commercial cyl-
inders, the price of  a 5-kg mar-
ket-priced LPG cylinder has 
also been reduced. It will now 
cost Rs 762 compared to the 
earlier price of  Rs 808.50.

However, domestic LPG cyl-
inder prices for household 
kitchens remain unchanged. 

A 14.2-kg domestic LPG cylin-
der continues to cost Rs 942 in 
Delhi. The domestic LPG rates 
were last revised on June 7, 
when prices were increased 
by Rs 29 per cylinder.

Oil companies revise LPG 
and ATF prices on the first 
day of  every month based on 
international benchmark 
rates and foreign exchange 
fluctuations. The final prices 
vary across states due to dif-

ferences in local taxes, includ-
ing VAT.Meanwhile, ATF pric-
es have been raised to Rs 115 
per litre from Rs 110 in Delhi. 

The increase reverses the re-
duction made in July.

Petrol and diesel prices 
have remained unchanged af-

ter being increased by around 
Rs 7.50 per litre each in May. 
Indian Oil Corporation Chair-
man A S Sahney recently said 
oil companies were facing 
losses on domestic LPG cylin-
ders as selling prices re-
mained below the actual cost.

The latest commercial LPG 
price cut is expected to reduce 
operating costs for businesses 
such as restaurants, hotels 
and catering services.

A cloudburst hit the Cha-
troo area of  Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kishtwar district in the 
early hours of  Saturday, dam-
aging several shops, commer-
cial establishments and vehi-
cles. However, no loss of  life 
has been reported so far, offi-
cials said.Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh confirmed the 
incident and said he spoke 
with Kishtwar Deputy Com-
missioner Pankaj Kumar 
Sharma after receiving re-
ports of  the cloudburst. He 
said some commercial outlets 
and shops were damaged and 
assured that affected people 
would be provided compensa-
tion.The sudden cloudburst 
caused disruption in the area, 
with heavy water flow damag-
ing property. Local authorities 
have been assessing the extent 

of  the damage and taking nec-
essary measures to assist resi-
dents and business owners.

Jitendra Singh also said 
steps had been taken to 
strengthen the early warning 
system in the region to pre-
vent major losses during such 
weather events. He highlight-
ed that two advanced Early 
Warning Systems (EWS) have 
been installed in Kishtwar 
and Machhail following previ-
ous cloudburst incidents.

An Automatic Weather Sta-
tion is also being installed in 
the Padder area to improve 
weather monitoring and pro-
vide timely alerts, the minis-
ter said.The incident comes 
amid increasing concerns 
over extreme weather events 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Last 
year, the Chasoti area of  

Kishtwar witnessed a devas-
tating cloudburst that caused 
significant damage and loss of  
lives.

In another incident in Ra-
jouri district on July 19, heavy 
rainfall and a cloudburst trig-
gered massive landslides, se-
verely damaging the Thanna-
mandi-DKG-Bufliaz Road. The 
road, an important Border 
Roads Organisation project 
connecting Rajouri and 
Poonch districts with the 
Kashmir Valley, remains 
closed due to extensive dam-
age.Authorities have urged 
people in vulnerable areas to 
remain alert and follow weath-
er advisories as the region 
continues to experience un-
predictable rainfall patterns 
d u r i n g  t h e  m o n s o o n  
season.

A young girl from Noida, 
whose video allegedly showing 
her making abusive remarks 
against Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during a Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP) protest went 
viral, has apologised following 
the registration of  a police 
complaint.

In an apology video circulat-
ing online, the girl claimed 
that it was her “first and last 
mistake” and said she was in-
fluenced by people present at 
the protest site. She expressed 
regret over her comments and 
apologised to the public.

“I was at the protest site, 
where many groups were mak-
ing such remarks against PM 
Modi. They were also encour-
aging others to repeat them. I 
am ashamed of  what I said and 
apologise to the entire nation,” 
she said in the video. The girl 
also claimed that she was 15 
years old.

The Noida Police had earlier 
registered a zero FIR based on 
a complaint filed by a Ghazi-
abad resident at the Express-
way police station. A zero FIR 
allows a complaint to be filed 
at any police station, regard-
less of  where the alleged inci-
dent occurred, before being 
transferred to the appropriate 
jurisdiction.

The case was later trans-
ferred to the Parliament Street 
police station in Delhi. Police 
have registered charges relat-

ed to intentional insult likely 
to provoke a breach of  peace, 
statements causing public mis-
chief  and defamation.

Senior Delhi Police officials 
said they have reviewed the 
apology video and are verify-
ing the girl’s age before decid-
ing the next course of  action. 
Officials said the FIR records 
her year of  birth as 1994, while 
the girl has claimed she is a 
minor.

The incident occurred dur-
ing protests at Jantar Mantar, 
where several objectionable 
remarks and social media 
posts targeting the Prime Min-
ister were reported. Delhi Po-
lice has also initiated action 
regarding allegedly defamato-
ry content shared online dur-
ing the protests and has asked 
social media platforms to re-
move such material.

The development came after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said he wanted to forgive 
those who made abusive re-
marks against him and his late 
mother. In a video message, 
Modi said that punishing peo-
ple or forcing them into legal 
battles would not change their 
circumstances and appealed 
for compassion.

Police officials are continu-
ing their investigation while 
verifying the facts surround-
ing the incident, including the 
girl’s identity and age.

Legendary Climber Nirmal Purja 
Dies in Broad Peak Avalanche

Lashkar Commander Suspected 
in J&K Migrant Killings 

Girl Apologises Over 
Remarks Against PM 
Modi After FIR Filed

Delhi Lakshmi Yojana Portal Opens, 
1,083 Women Register on First Day

Punjab Congress Faces Fresh 
Rift Over Channi Slogans

Commercial LPG Cylinder Prices Cut by Rs 192, ATF Rates Rise

Kishtwar Cloudburst Damages Shops, 
Vehicles; No Casualties Reported
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A massive migrant crisis has 
unfolded in Spain’s North Afri-
can enclave of  Ceuta after 
more than 50,000 people 
crossed from Morocco in a sin-
gle day, leaving at least 57 peo-
ple dead and creating a major 
political and humanitarian 
c h a l l e n g e  f o r  S p a n i s h 
authorities.

The sudden movement of  mi-
grants overwhelmed Ceuta, a 
small Spanish territory with a 
population of  around 85,000. 
Thousands of  people entered 
the enclave by crossing sea 
routes and border areas, creat-
ing pressure on local facilities 
and emergency services. The 
unprecedented scale of  the ar-
rivals has sparked concerns 
across Spain and the European 
Union.

Spanish officials estimated 
that around 50,000 people en-
tered Ceuta, while local au-
thorities suggested the number 
could be closer to 60,000. 
Spain’s Interior Ministry later 
confirmed that more than 
48,000 migrants had voluntari-
ly returned to Morocco follow-
ing negotiations and security 
measures. The crisis also re-
sulted in significant loss of  life. 
At least 57 migrants died dur-
ing the attempted crossing, 

with many drowning while try-
ing to reach the Spanish terri-
tory. Some others died in a 
crowd surge near border barri-
ers at Tarajal beach as large 
groups attempted to enter Ceu-
ta. Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sánchez described the inci-
dent as a serious challenge to 
the country’s territorial integ-
rity. He blamed human traf-
ficking networks for encourag-
ing migrants to make the 

dangerous journey by exploit-
ing legal developments related 
to migrant returns. Authori-
ties have begun emergency 
measures, including setting up 
temporary reception centres 
for registration, identification 
and humanitarian assistance. 
Spain has also increased the 
deployment of  police and secu-
rity forces in Ceuta to control 
the situation and prevent fur-
ther large-scale crossings. The 

crisis has triggered discus-
sions within the European Un-
ion, with member states debat-
ing migration policies, border 
security and support for Spain. 
Ireland, which holds the EU 
presidency, called emergency 
meetings to discuss coordinat-
ed action and assistance. Mo-
rocco has said criminal organi-
sations were responsible for 
encouraging the movement of  
migrants and maintained that 
cooperation with Spain on mi-
gration issues remains strong. 
Moroccan officials stated that 
the country supports organ-
ised and safe migration prac-
tices. The latest incident is con-
sidered far  larger  than 
previous migrant surges in-
volving Ceuta and Melilla, 
Spain’s two territories located 
on the African continent. In 
2021, around 10,000 migrants 
entered Ceuta during a diplo-
matic dispute between Spain 
and Morocco. The current cri-
sis has renewed debate over 
Europe’s migration manage-
ment system. Spain and EU au-
thorities are now focusing on 
processing migrants, provid-
ing humanitarian support and 
strengthening border coordi-
nation to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future.

Ceuta Crisis: 50,000 Migrants Enter Spain
The prolonged US-Iran con-

flict has created major disrup-
tions in global energy markets, 
but some of  the world’s biggest 
oil companies have emerged as 
key beneficiaries amid rising 
fuel prices and supply short-
ages.The fighting, which has 
affected oil shipments through 
the Strait of  Hormuz, has 
tightened global crude supplies 
and pushed energy prices 
sharply higher. The strategic 
waterway, which normally 
handles a significant share of  
global oil and gas transporta-
tion, witnessed reduced traffic 
due to security concerns, creat-
ing uncertainty in internation-
al markets.As supply concerns 
increased, Brent crude prices 
climbed from around $70 per 
barrel to above $100 during 
March, April and May, briefly 
touching $126. The surge af-
fected consumers worldwide, 
with higher fuel costs, in-
creased transportation expens-
es and rising prices of  every-
day goods. While households 
and industries struggled with 
increased energy bills, major 
oil companies recorded signifi-
cant financial gains. US energy 
giants Exxon Mobil and Chev-
ron reported strong quarterly 
performances, benefiting from 
higher crude prices and in-
creased refining margins. Exx-
on Mobil posted a second-quar-
ter profit of  $14.53 billion, 
nearly double compared with 
the previous period, while its 
revenue increased significant-
ly. Chevron also reported a ma-
jor jump in earnings, with 
profits rising sharply as de-
mand for refined products such 

as diesel and jet fuel remained 
strong. Energy experts said 
companies with both oil pro-
duction and refining opera-
tions gained the most from the 
crisis. Refiners were able to 
benefit from higher fuel prices, 
especially as global supplies re-
mained restricted and competi-
tion in international markets 
increased. The conflict also 
boosted earnings for several 
European oil companies. The 
region’s major energy firms 
collectively reported billions 
of  dollars in profits, reflecting 
the impact of  higher energy 
prices and strong demand. 
However, not all oil producers 
benefited equally. Companies 
located in regions affected by 
export disruptions or damaged 
infrastructure faced challeng-
es despite rising prices. Middle 
Eastern producers experi-
enced difficulties due to trans-
portation risks and security 
concerns. The surge in profits 
has triggered criticism from 
activists and some lawmakers, 
who argue that oil companies 
are benefiting from a crisis 

that has increased financial 
pressure on ordinary consum-
ers. Calls have grown in some 
countries for additional taxes 
on excess profits earned dur-
ing periods of  extreme market 
disruption. US lawmakers 
have proposed measures to im-
pose windfall taxes on large oil 
producers, with the aim of  us-
ing the revenue to support con-
sumers facing higher fuel 
costs. Similar policies have 
been introduced in some Euro-
pean countries during previ-
ous energy crises. Oil compa-
nies have opposed such 
proposals, warning that addi-
tional taxes could discourage 
investment in future energy 
projects. As the conflict con-
tinues to influence global en-
ergy markets, the gap be-
tween corporate profits and 
consumer costs remains a ma-
jor point of  debate. While oil 
giants benefit from higher 
prices, millions of  people 
worldwide continue to face 
the economic impact of  ex-
pensive fuel and rising living 
costs.

Oil Giants Gain From 
US-Iran Conflict

Communal clashes in south-
eastern Nepal have triggered 
tension along the India-Nepal 
border, with authorities impos-
ing curfews in several areas 
after violence left at least three 
people dead and several others 
injured.The unrest began on 
July 26 in Kaptanganj, a mar-
ket area in Sunsari district 
near the Bihar border. The 
clash reportedly started dur-
ing a dispute over loudspeak-
ers and a religious procession. 
An argument between groups 
quickly turned violent, with 
stone-pelting reported from 
both sides. Police initially fired 
warning shots before opening 
fire to control the situation, re-
sulting in two deaths in Sun-
sari.The violence later spread 
to neighbouring Siraha dis-
trict, where another person 
was killed during fresh clashes 
despite restrictions being in 
place. Around 25 people were 
injured in the initial violence, 
according to reports. Authori-
ties responded by imposing an 
indefinite curfew in several 
towns across Sunsari and Sira-
ha to prevent further escala-
tion. Additional security forces 
were deployed, and officials 
said efforts were underway to 
restore normalcy. The clashes 
have raised concerns because 
the region has witnessed simi-
lar tensions in the past. The 
Terai belt, which stretches 
along Nepal’s southern border 
with India, has historically ex-
perienced social and political 
conflicts involving identity, 
ethnicity and representation. 

Previous incidents, including 
clashes between Madhesi and 
hill-origin communities, have 
also resulted in casualties. The 
latest violence has involved 
Nepal’s Muslim minority com-
munity, which accounts for 
around five per cent of  the 
country’s population. In sev-
eral Terai districts, including 
Sunsari, Dhanusha, Parsa and 
Sarlahi, Hindu and Muslim 
communities live in close prox-
imity, making local disputes 
sensitive. Nepal became a secu-
lar republic under its 2015 Con-
stitution after ending its centu-
ries-old Hindu monarchy. 
However, debates over religion 
and identity continue to re-
main politically significant, 
with some groups demanding 
the restoration of  Nepal as a 
Hindu state. Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah has appealed 
for peace and assured citizens 

that the government will con-
duct an impartial investigation 
into the violence. He said those 
responsible would face legal 
action. Home Minister Sudan 
Gurung visited the families of  
those killed in Sunsari and an-
nounced financial assistance 
of  around Nepali Rs 8 lakh for 
each affected family. Opposi-
tion leaders, including former 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal, have called for dialogue 
and criticised the govern-
ment’s handling of  the situa-
tion. With security forces 
maintaining strict vigil, au-
thorities are focusing on pre-
venting further clashes and 
ensuring peace in the border 
districts. The incident has also 
drawn attention in India due to 
the close social and economic 
ties between communities liv-
ing on both sides of  the 
border.

Nepal Border Crisis Deepens 
After Communal Violence

The United States has made 
its visa bond programme per-
manent, introducing stricter 
financial requirements for citi-
zens of  50 countries, including 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhu-
tan. The move is aimed at re-
ducing visa overstays and 
strengthening immigration 
controls.

Under the revised rule, appli-
cants from selected countries 
applying for B1 and B2 visas, 
which are issued for business 
and tourism purposes, may 
have to pay a security bond be-
fore attending their visa inter-
view. The bond amount has 
been increased from the earlier 
range of  $5,000 to $15,000 and 
will now be set between $10,000 
and $20,000.

The US State Department 
said the decision followed a 
year-long review of  the pilot 
programme launched in Au-
gust last year. Officials claimed 
the system helped reduce visa 
violations and encouraged 
travellers to comply with im-
migration rules. The bond 
amount will be refunded if  the 
visa application is rejected or 
if  the traveller follows all visa 
conditions after entering the 
US. However, failure to comply 
with immigration require-
ments could result in the loss 
of  the deposited amount. The 
rule primarily affects visitors 
travelling to the US for short-
term business or tourism pur-
poses. It does not apply to all 

visa categories, including stu-
dent and work visas. The inclu-
sion of  Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Bhutan has drawn attention in 
South Asia because of  their 
close connections with the 
United States through tourism, 
business, education and dias-
pora communities. Travellers 
from these countries who fre-
quently visit the US may now 
face additional financial re-
quirements before obtaining 
visitor visas. The State Depart-
ment has listed 50 countries 
under the programme, with 
most being African nations. 
The list also includes countries 
from Asia, the Caribbean and 
other regions. US officials said 
the programme has shown pos-
itive results, claiming that visa 
overstays among applicants 
covered under the pilot 
dropped significantly. Accord-
ing to the department, thou-
sands of  applicants were re-
quired to provide bonds during 
the trial period, though many 
chose not to proceed with their 
visa applications after the re-
quirement was introduced. Of-
ficials argue that visa over-
stays create significant costs 
for the US government, includ-
ing expenses related to deten-
tion and deportation. They be-
lieve the bond system will 
encourage visitors to leave the 
country on time after their au-
thorised stay. However, critics 
have raised concerns that the 
higher bond amounts could 

US Makes Visa Bond Rule Per-
manent, Raises Cap to $20,000

Italy has temporarily sus-
pended parts of  the Schengen 
agreement with Spain follow-
ing a major surge in migrant 
arrivals at Spain’s North Afri-
can enclave of  Ceuta from Mo-
rocco. The move has renewed 
debate across Europe over mi-
gration management and bor-
der security.The Italian gov-
ernment said the suspension 
will not affect Spanish citizens 
or other European Union na-
tionals travelling to Italy. Regu-
lar movement between the two 
countries will continue as usu-
al. Instead, targeted checks 
will be introduced for non-EU 
citizens arriving from Spain 
through air and sea routes.
Ceuta, a small Spanish terri-
tory located on the North Afri-
can coast bordering Morocco, 
has become a major entry 
point for migrants attempting 
to reach Europe. The recent 
surge saw tens of  thousands of  
people cross into the enclave, 
creating a major challenge for 
Spanish authorities and trig-
gering wider concerns among 
European nations. Italy said 
the temporary border meas-
ures were introduced in re-
sponse to the sudden increase 
in migrant crossings into Ceu-
ta. The checks are expected to 
remain in place for one month, 
after which authorities will de-
cide whether to extend, modify 
or end the restrictions. The 
Schengen agreement allows 
passport-free travel across 
most European countries but 
permits temporary border con-
trols under certain circum-
stances, including security 
threats or major migration 
pressures. Such measures are 
generally expected to be limit-
ed in duration and focused on 

specific concerns rather than a 
complete closure of  borders. 
The decision has drawn criti-
cism from opposition parties 
in Italy. Critics of  Prime Minis-
ter Giorgia Meloni’s govern-
ment argue that the move is 
largely symbolic and does not 
directly address the migration 
situation in Ceuta. They ques-
tioned whether migrants arriv-
ing in Spain’s enclave were ac-
tually planning to travel 
onward to Italy. Meloni’s right-
wing government came to pow-
er in 2022 with promises to re-
duce illegal immigration. The 
latest decision comes amid re-
newed political pressure from 
anti-migrant groups and rising 
debate over migration policies 
in the country. Opposition lead-
ers accused the government of  
using the issue for political 
gains rather than finding prac-
tical solutions. They said the 
temporary checks could in-
crease tensions with Spain and 
create unnecessary pressure 
on European cooperation. 
However, Italian officials de-
fended the move as a precau-
tionary measure aimed at 
strengthening border monitor-
ing. The government has main-
tained that controlling irregu-
lar migration remains a 
priority and that temporary 
checks are necessary during 
periods of  increased pressure. 
The Ceuta crisis has highlight-
ed continuing challenges for 
the European Union, where 
countries are balancing free 
movement under the Schengen 
system with concerns over mi-
gration and security. Italy’s de-
cision reflects the growing po-
litical sensitivity surrounding 
migration routes from North 
Africa into Europe.

Italy Tightens Border Checks 
After Migrant Surge in Europe

Mauricio Claver-Carone, the 
Miami businessman who 
played a key role in shaping US 
policy on Venezuela under 
President Donald Trump, has 
stepped away from his unoffi-
cial advisory role, bringing an 
end to his influential involve-
ment in Washington’s Vene-
zuela strategy.Although Clav-
er-Carone did not hold any 
official government position, 
he became one of  the most im-
portant voices on Venezuela-
related issues after the US op-
eration that led to the capture 
of  former Venezuelan Presi-

dent Nicolas Maduro. He 
worked closely with Secretary 
of  State Marco Rubio and 
helped influence discussions 
involving Venezuela’s political 
future, oil sector and economic 
reforms.Claver-Carone said his 
departure was his own deci-
sion, describing himself  as “re-
tired on Venezuela.” However, 
reports suggested that some of-
ficials and Trump allies had 
raised concerns about his con-
tinued influence and private 
business interests. The main 
controversy surrounded the 
fact that Claver-Carone was ad-

vising on Venezuela-related 
matters while also managing a 
private equity fund. Some crit-
ics questioned whether a pri-
vate citizen should have such a 
significant role in decisions 
involving Venezuelan assets, 
oil agreements and potential 
business opportunities worth 
billions of  dollars. Claver-Car-
one has denied any conflict of  
interest, stating that neither he 
nor his investment fund has 
any financial stake in Venezue-
la. The US State Department 
also rejected claims that he 
was removed from any official 

role, saying he was a private 
citizen with regional expertise 
and contacts. Former US am-
bassador Richard Grenell re-

portedly raised concerns about 
Claver-Carone’s activities with 
President Trump in July. Offi-
cials also expressed unease 
over his connection with Ven-
ezuelan businessman Alejan-
dro Betancourt, who has faced 
allegations related to corrup-
tion and money laundering in 
several countries, including 
the US. Betancourt has denied 
the accusations. During his in-
volvement in Venezuela policy, 
Claver-Carone helped US fi-
nancial firm Centerview Part-
ners secure a contract valued 
at more than $150 million to as-

sist with restructuring Vene-
zuela’s massive debt burden. 
The agreement was reportedly 
made without a competitive 
bidding process, attracting at-
tention from critics. He also 
played a role in facilitating dis-
cussions between Venezuela’s 
government and opposition 
groups, with talks planned as 
part of  efforts to reshape the 
country’s political and eco-
nomic direction. Claver-Car-
one previously served as presi-
dent of  the Inter-American 
Development Bank during 
Trump’s first term but left fol-

lowing misconduct allegations, 
which he denied. He was also 
known for supporting tougher 
sanctions against Venezuela 
and advocating a harder US ap-
proach toward Cuba. His exit 
raises questions about the fu-
ture direction of  Washington’s 
Venezuela policy, particularly 
regarding oil, economic en-
gagement and relations with 
Caracas. However, several oth-
er US officials involved in the 
Venezuela file are expected to 
continue their work, and the 
broader policy approach is un-
likely to change immediately.

Trump’s Venezuela Policy Adviser Steps Down Amid Scrutiny
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The Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) foreign exchange
swap facility has attracted
overseas currency inflows
worth $40.82 billion till July
31, with Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank)
deposits emerging as the
biggest contributor.
According to data released
by the central bank, total
inflows under the conces-
sional forex swap window
stood at $40.816 billion as
of July 31. The facility,
which was opened in June
2026, has received strong
interest from overseas
investors and banking chan-
nels.
FCNR(B) deposits account-
ed for the majority of the
inflows, contributing $36.72
5 billion to the total amount.
Overseas Foreign Currency
Borrowings (OFCBs) con-
tributed $2.575 billion,
while External Commercial
Borrowings (ECBs) brought
in an additional $1.516 bil-
lion.
The RBI said the swap facil-
ity has witnessed steady par-
ticipation since its launch on
June 8, 2026. The initiative

is aimed at strengthening
foreign currency inflows
and supporting liquidity
management in the domestic
financial system.
The increased inflows
through the facility are
expected to provide further
stability to India's foreign
exchange reserves and help
manage currency market
conditions. The move also
reflects continued confi-
dence among overseas
depositors and borrowers in
India's financial markets.
SBI Research has projected
that total inflows through
the facility could rise further
to around $80-85 billion,
indicating sustained demand
from foreign currency
deposit holders and interna-
tional investors.
The RBI has been closely
monitoring foreign
exchange liquidity condi-
tions amid global economic
uncertainties, currency fluc-
tuations and changing capi-
tal flows. The strong
response to the swap win-
dow is seen as a positive
development for India's
external sector.

RBI Swap Window Attracts
$40.82 Billion Forex Inflows

India's Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collections
recorded a strong growth in
July, reaching a 14-month
high of Rs 2.11 lakh crore,
reflecting steady economic
activity and improved rev-
enue mobilisation. This
marks the second time in
the current financial year
that monthly GST collec-
tions have crossed the Rs 2
lakh crore milestone.
The gross GST revenue in
July witnessed a year-on-
year growth of 15.4 per
cent, registering the fastest
growth rate in the last 14
months. The rise was driven
by a significant increase in
import-related tax collec-
tions along with healthy
growth in domestic rev-
enues.
GST collections from
imports surged 28.8 per
cent compared to the previ-
ous year, reaching Rs
66,511 crore. The sharp rise
indicates stronger trade
activity and increased tax
realisation from imported
goods. Meanwhile, domes-
tic GST collections, includ-
ing revenues from domestic
transactions and services,
grew by 10.1 per cent to Rs
1.45 lakh crore.
The July revenue perform-
ance follows a positive
trend seen in recent months.
In June, GST collections
had increased by 13.9 per
cent year-on-year to Rs 1.95
lakh crore. The latest fig-
ures underline continued
momentum in consumption
and business activity across

sectors.
The July growth rate of
15.4 per cent is the highest
since May 2025, when GST
revenues had recorded a
16.4 per cent increase. The
consistent improvement in
collections highlights better
compliance, economic
resilience and increased for-
malisation of business
transactions.
Experts said the rise in GST
revenues reflects the overall
strength of India's economy
despite global uncertainties.
Higher domestic consump-
tion, improved tax compli-
ance measures and
increased digital transac-
tions have contributed to
the steady rise in indirect
tax collections.
The government has been
focusing on strengthening
the GST framework through
technology-driven monitor-
ing, improved compliance
systems and measures to
prevent tax evasion. These
efforts have helped maintain
stable revenue growth and
provide additional resources
for public spending and
development programmes.
The strong July GST num-
bers are expected to support
government finances and
provide confidence about
economic growth prospects
in the ongoing financial
year. With revenue collec-
tions maintaining an
upward trend, policymakers
are closely watching future
monthly figures to assess
the broader economic out-
look.

GST Revenue Hits
14-Month High

Gujarat-based windmill
tower manufacturer
Anawil Wire and
Engineering has raised
Rs 50.64 crore from 19
anchor investors ahead
of its initial public
offering (IPO).
The company allotted
18.75 lakh equity shares
to anchor investors at
Rs 270 per share, which
is the upper end of the
IPO price band. The
anchor investors include
Abakkus Asset Manager

and Carnelian Asset
Management and
Advisors, which
emerged as the largest
participants by acquir-
ing shares worth Rs 7
crore each.
Anawil Wire and
Engineering is planning
to raise up to Rs 177.8
crore through its IPO.
The public issue will
open for subscription on
August 3 and close on
August 5.
The IPO price band has

been fixed at Rs 257 to
Rs 270 per share. The
issue consists of a fresh
issue of 52.84 lakh
equity shares, while
promoter Nimish
Kumar Rameshchandra
Vashi will offer 13 lakh
shares through an offer
for sale (OFS).
The company operates
in the manufacturing
sector and specialises in
products related to
windmill tower infra-
structure. 

The IPO is expected to
help the company raise
funds for expansion and
strengthen its business
operations.
Anchor investors play
an important role in
IPOs as their participa-
tion often reflects insti-
tutional confidence in
the company's growth
prospects. The partici-
pation of investment
firms such as Abakkus
and Carnelian has
drawn attention ahead
of the public issue.
The company's shares
will be closely watched
by investors as the IPO
enters the subscription
phase. Market partici-

pants are expected to
track demand from
retail investors, quali-
fied institutional buyers
and non-institutional
investors during the
offer period.
With increasing focus
on renewable energy
and infrastructure devel-
opment, companies
associated with wind
energy supply chains
have been attracting
investor interest. Anawil
Wire and Engineering's
IPO comes amid contin-
ued activity in the pri-
mary market, with sev-
eral companies looking
to raise capital through
public offerings.

Anawil Wire Raises Rs
50 Crore Ahead Of IPO

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
imposed a penalty of Rs 1.48
crore on Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL), its
CEO Punit Goenka and
Chairman Emeritus Subhash
Chandra for alleged viola-
tions of securities laws.
The market regulator also
barred Punit Goenka and
Subhash Chandra from
accessing the securities mar-
ket for one year as part of its
action against the company
and its senior officials.
SEBI stated that the penalty
was imposed after examining
regulatory violations related
to the company's affairs. The
action follows an investiga-
tion into alleged non-compli-
ance with securities market
regulations.

According to SEBI's order,
the regulator imposed a total
penalty of Rs 1.48 crore on
the company and the individ-
uals involved. 
The move is part of SEBI's
efforts to strengthen corpo-
rate governance standards
and ensure compliance
among listed companies.
Punit Goenka is the Chief
Executive Officer of Zee
Entertainment, while
Subhash Chandra is the
founder of the Essel Group
and serves as Chairman
Emeritus of ZEEL.
The regulatory action comes
at a time when listed compa-
nies are facing increased
scrutiny over disclosures,
governance practices and
transactions involving
corporate entities.

SEBI's decision to restrict
Goenka and Chandra from

participating in the securities
market for a year is expected

to draw attention among
investors and industry

observers. The order high-
lights the regulator's focus on
maintaining transparency and
accountability in India's capi-
tal markets.Zee ntertainment
has been one of India's lead-
ing media and entertainment
companies, operating televi-
sion channels and digital
platforms across various
segme nts. The company has
faced several regulatory and
corporate challenges in
recent years, including issues
related to governance and
business transactions.
The latest SEBI order marks
another significant develop-
ment involving the company
and its top leadership. The
restrictions and penalty will
remain applicable as per the
directions issued by the mar-
ket regulator.

SEBI Fines Zee Entertainment Rs 1.48 Crore

The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has barred Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL), Punit Goenka and
Essel Group founder Subhash Chandra from
accessing the securities market over the alleged
unauthorised mortgage of a ZEEL property.
In its final order, SEBI stated that ZEEL's
Hyderabad land was used as additional securi-
ty for loans worth Rs 726 crore taken by four
Essel Group entities without obtaining neces-
sary approval from the company's board of
directors or shareholders.
As per the regulatory order, ZEEL has been
prohibited from accessing the securities market
for two months, while Punit Goenka and
Subhash Chandra have been restrained for a
period of 12 months. The regulator also
imposed a combined penalty of Rs 1.48 crore
on the company and the two individuals.
SEBI imposed a penalty of Rs 30 lakh on
ZEEL, Rs 58 lakh on Punit Goenka and Rs 60
lakh on Subhash Chandra as part of the action.

The case originated after ZEEL's statutory
auditors reported during the financial year
2018-19 audit that title deeds of certain immov-
able properties were missing. Following the
disclosure, SEBI initiated an investigation to
examine whether there were violations of list-
ing regulations and rules related to fraudulent
and unfair trade practices.
SEBI's investigation focused on whether the
company's property was pledged for external
group borrowings without following proper
corporate procedures. The regulator concluded
that the transaction involved a failure to com-
ply with required approvals and disclosure
obligations.
Subhash Chandra, who serves as Chairman
Emeritus of ZEEL, and Punit Goenka, the com-
pany's Chief Executive Officer, were held
responsible by SEBI for their roles in the mat-
ter.
The order comes amid increased regulatory
scrutiny of corporate governance practices and
related-party transactions involving listed com-
panies. Market participants are closely watch-
ing the impact of the SEBI action on ZEEL's
operations, management and investor senti-
ment.
The securities market restrictions will remain
in effect for the specified periods as mentioned
in the regulatory order.

SEBI Bars Punit Goenka, Subhash
Chandra For One Year

Indian stock markets recorded their strongest
weekly performance in nearly four months,
supported by positive corporate earnings, for-
eign investor inflows and improving global
cues.
The BSE Sensex gained 2,034.87 points, or
2.67 per cent, during the week to close at
78,094.64, while the Nifty 50 climbed 616.15
points, or 2.59 per cent, to settle at 24,383.60.
The rally helped benchmark indices recover
from the losses witnessed in the previous
week.
The market recovery was driven by better-
than-expected June-quarter earnings, a
stronger rupee and declining crude oil prices.
Investor sentiment also improved as the south-
west monsoon progressed well, supporting
expectations of stable economic growth.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) returned
as net buyers after two weeks of continuous
selling. FIIs purchased equities worth Rs
5,949.96 crore during the week, while
Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs) invest-

ed Rs 5,387.66 crore, providing 
additional support to the market.
Sectoral indices witnessed broad-based gains,
with information technology stocks leading
the rally. The Nifty IT index surged 6.75 per

cent, marking its best weekly performance
since December 2023. Nifty Media rose 5.97
per cent, while Nifty Auto gained 5.61 per
cent. Pharma, healthcare and consumer
durable stocks also ended higher.

Midcap and smallcap stocks also attracted
buying interest. The Nifty Smallcap 100 index
advanced 2.6 per cent, while the Nifty Midcap
100 index gained 2 per cent during the week.
The overall market capitalisation of BSE-list-
ed companies increased by more than Rs 10
lakh crore, reflecting strong investor participa-
tion. Bajaj Finance emerged as the biggest
wealth creator during the week, followed by
Bharti Airtel, Tata Consultancy Services and
Reliance Industries.
The Indian rupee also showed improvement,
ending a five-week losing streak by gaining
118 paise against the US dollar. It closed at
95.39 per dollar on July 31 compared with
96.57 in the previous week.
Market experts expect domestic factors such
as earnings growth, foreign inflows and eco-
nomic stability to continue supporting equi-
ties. However, investors will closely
monitor global developments, crude 

oil prices and geopolitical tensions
for further market direction.

Optimystix Entertainment India, the
production house behind popular
television shows like Comedy
Circus, Crime Patrol and Laughter
Chefs, is set to launch its initial
public offering (IPO) on August 7
to raise around Rs 107.88 crore.
The company has fixed the IPO
price band at Rs 165 to Rs 174 per
share, valuing Optimystix
Entertainment at approximately Rs
405 crore. The public issue will
include a fresh issue of 50 lakh
equity shares worth Rs 87 crore and
an offer-for-sale (OFS) of 12 lakh
shares worth Rs 20.88 crore by
founder and promoter Vipul D.
Shah.
The anchor book for the IPO will
open on August 6, while the sub-
scription window for investors will
remain open until August 11. The
share allotment process is expected
to be completed by August 12, with
the company likely to list its shares
on the NSE Emerge platform on
August 14.
Optimystix Entertainment has been
involved in producing several suc-
cessful television programmes
across comedy, reality and crime-
based genres. The company has

built a strong presence in the enter-
tainment industry through popular
shows that have gained wide audi-
ence acceptance.
The IPO proceeds are expected to
support the company's growth plans
and strengthen its business opera-
tions. The issue will provide
investors an opportunity to partici-
pate in the growth journey of a con-
tent production company with expe-
rience in television and entertain-
ment programming.
With increasing demand for digital
content, television shows and enter-
tainment formats, production com-
panies have been looking for new
avenues to expand their presence.
Optimystix Entertainment's market
debut will be closely watched by
investors as it enters the SME plat-
form.
The IPO announcement comes at a
time when the Indian primary mar-
ket continues to witness strong
activity, with several companies
tapping investors for expansion and
capital requirements. The response
to Optimystix Entertainment's issue
will indicate investor interest in the
entertainment sector and SME list-
ings.

Optimystix Entertainment To
Launch Rs 108 Cr IPO

Markets Surge On Strong Buying



India enjoyed another successful day at
the Commonwealth Games 2026 as box-
ers Preeti Pawar and Jaismine Lamboria
struck gold on Day 10, continuing the
country's impressive campaign in the
ring.
Preeti Pawar opened the celebrations by
winning India's first boxing gold of the
Games. Her victory in the final gave the
Indian contingent a major boost and
maintained the momentum created by the
country's strong boxing performances
throughout the tournament.
Later in the day, Jaismine Lamboria
added another gold medal to India's tally
with a commanding display in her final
bout. Her triumph became India's sev-
enth gold medal of the Commonwealth
Games 2026 and further highlighted the
depth of India's women's boxing pro-
gramme.
India also added two more medals in ath-
letics through the men's triple jump
event. Indian athletes secured both silver
and bronze medals, ensuring a double
podium finish and contributing valuable
points to the overall medal standings.

The combination of
boxing and athletics
medals made Day
10 one of India's
most productive
days of the compe-
tition. The boxing
ring has emerged as
one of the country's
strongest medal-
producing arenas,
with Indian boxers
consistently reach-
ing the finals and
converting opportu-
nities into podium
finishes.
Attention during the
day also remained
on India's athletics
contingent, includ-
ing Olympic cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra,
whose participation
and comments gen-
erated significant
interest among fans

following the live updates from
Birmingham.
With several events still remaining in the
Games, India's medal tally continued to
rise steadily as athletes competed across
boxing, athletics, judo, and other disci-
plines. The double gold in boxing has
strengthened India's position in the over-
all standings and increased expectations
for more podium finishes in the closing
stages of the tournament.
The performances of Preeti Pawar and
Jaismine Lamboria have been particular-
ly significant because they underline the
growing strength of Indian women in
international boxing. Their victories not
only added gold medals to India's tally
but also demonstrated the country's con-
tinued progress in producing world-class
female boxers capable of succeeding on
major multi-sport stages.
As the Commonwealth Games 2026
move toward their final phase, India will
look to build on the momentum generat-
ed by these victories and add more
medals across athletics, boxing, and
other remaining events.

Ashwin Wants Bhuvneshwar Back In World Cup Plans

Sri Lanka's Rumesh Pathirage produced
a sensational performance to win the
men's javelin throw gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games 2026, defeating
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra in one
of the biggest athletics upsets of the
tournament.
Pathirage secured the gold with a best
throw of 89.75 metres, while Neeraj
Chopra had to settle for silver despite
recording a season-best effort of 85.83
metres. India's Yashvir Singh added to
the country's celebrations by claiming
bronze with an impressive throw of
85.41 metres, giving India a double
podium finish in the event.
The result did not come entirely out of
nowhere, as Pathirage has been in excep-
tional form throughout the 2026 season.
Earlier this year, he became the first
javelin thrower to cross the 90-metre
mark in the season when he registered a
world-leading throw of 92.62 metres at
the Rome Diamond League.
What makes Pathirage's rise particularly
remarkable is his sporting background.
Before becoming a javelin thrower, he
was a promising cricketer who bowled
medium pace. During his youth cricket

days, he regularly clocked speeds of
around 130 kmph and reportedly touched
134 kmph in the Under-18 category. At
one stage, he was considered the second-
fastest bowler in that age group behind
Sri Lankan pacer Eshan Malinga.
His transition from cricket to athletics
began after coach Tony Prasanna intro-
duced him to javelin. Pathirage has often
credited Prasanna not only for teaching
him the technical aspects of the sport but
also for guiding him in life beyond ath-
letics.
The switch proved highly successful.
Pathirage went on to become the first Sri
Lankan athlete to throw beyond 85
metres in javelin and has steadily estab-
lished himself among the world's leading
throwers. He also enjoyed a strong per-
formance at the World Championships,
where he finished seventh in his debut
appearance.
After the Commonwealth Games final,
Neeraj Chopra acknowledged the quality
of Pathirage's winning effort. He
remarked that in javelin, a single excel-
lent throw can be enough to decide the
competition, and that Pathirage produced
exactly such a decisive attempt.

Although disappointed not to win gold,
Neeraj remained positive about
his performance and said his focus is’

on gradual improvement in the competi-
tions ahead. His silver medal and
Yashvir Singh's bronze ensured India
still enjoyed a successful outing in the

event.
For Pathirage, however, the victory
marked a historic moment - a former fast
bowler who traded the cricket ball for
the javelin has now emerged as a gen-
uine global contender and a new star of
Sri Lankan athletics.

Cricketer Turned Javelin
Star Stuns Neeraj
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PLAY ZONE

Indian women's cricket star Jemimah
Rodrigues and Pakistan all-rounder
Fatima Sana shared a warm post-match
hug during a match in The Hundred,
with the moment quickly going viral on
social media and drawing widespread
attention from cricket fans.
The interaction took place after the
Southern Brave versus Birmingham
Phoenix encounter on Thursday. As play-
ers from both franchises exchanged
handshakes following the game,
Jemimah and Fatima were seen smiling
and embracing each other, creating one
of the most talked-about moments of the
tournament.
The clip attracted particular interest
because relations between Indian and
Pakistani cricket teams have remained
sensitive in recent times. However, The
Hundred is a franchise competition in
which players from different countries
compete together, and the post-match
interaction reflected the cordial atmos-
phere often seen in such leagues.
On the field, Jemimah played an impor-

tant role in Southern Brave's victory.
Batting in the closing stages of the
innings, she scored an unbeaten 28 runs
from just 18 balls, helping her side reach
a competitive total of 140 for 3. Lizelle
Lee contributed 43 runs, while Maia
Bouchier added 45 at the top of the
order.
Fatima Sana had a difficult outing with
the ball for Birmingham Phoenix, con-
ceding 33 runs in her 15-ball spell. Alana

King and Alice Capsey picked up one
wicket each for Phoenix.
Chasing 141, Birmingham Phoenix
began strongly through a 73-run opening
partnership between Tammy Beaumont
and Davina Perrin. Perrin impressed
with 52 off 43 deliveries, while
Beaumont scored 22. However, the
innings lost momentum after their dis-
missals.
Sarah Glenn removed Perrin at a crucial

stage, and Lauren Bell struck again by
dismissing Alice Capsey. 
Sophie Molineux then claimed two late
wickets to restrict Phoenix to 116 for 5,
giving Southern Brave a comfortable
24-run victory.

The win extended Southern Brave's
unbeaten run in the tournament to four
matches, while Birmingham Phoenix
remained without a win this season.
Despite the cricketing result, much of the
online conversation centred on the
friendly exchange between Jemimah and
Fatima. Fans from both countries shared
the clip widely, with many describing it
as a positive sporting moment that high-
lighted mutual respect between players
competing in an international franchise
environment.
The viral video has once again shown
how cricket often produces moments that
go beyond statistics and scorecards,
reminding fans that sports can also cre-
ate gestures of friendship and sportsman-
ship that resonate far beyond the bound-
ary ropes.

Former India off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin has urged Ajit Agarkar and the
BCCI selectors to stay in touch with
experienced pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar
as India begin planning for the 2027
ODI World Cup in South Africa.
With the tournament scheduled to begin
in Africa in October 2027, discussions
have already started about India's ideal
squad combination. While much of the
public debate has focused on the batting
order and the future of senior players

such as Rohit Sharma, Ashwin believes
India's bigger concern is the bowling
attack.
According to him, the team still appears
heavily dependent on Jasprit Bumrah,
and India need experienced support
bowlers capable of succeeding in South
African conditions.
Speaking on Cricinfo, Ashwin said the
selectors should communicate clearly
with Bhuvneshwar Kumar and encour-
age him to participate regularly in

domestic competitions, including the
Vijay Hazare Trophy and other first-class
tournaments. He suggested that a fully fit
and in-form Bhuvneshwar could be
extremely valuable for the 2027 World
Cup campaign.
Ashwin also shared his early assessment
of players who should be part of India's
World Cup planning.
In his "Yes" category, he included
Shubman Gill, Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, Ishan

Kishan, Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Siraj, Harshit Rana, and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
The "Maybe" list featured Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Varun
Chakravarthy, Ravindra Jadeja, Nitish
Kumar Reddy, Mohammed Shami,
Arshdeep Singh, and Prasidh Krishna.
Perhaps the biggest surprise came in the
"No" category, where Ashwin excluded
several prominent names, including
Rishabh Pant, Sanju Samson,
Washington Sundar, Abhishek Sharma,
Ravi Bishnoi, Shivam Dube, and young
batter Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.
The inclusion of Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
as a definite option, while Mohammed
Shami was placed only in the "Maybe"
group, has attracted particular attention.
Bhuvneshwar has not been a regular part
of India's ODI setup in recent years, but
his ability to swing the new ball and
operate effectively in helpful conditions
remains highly regarded.
Ashwin's comments underline the 
importance of long-term planning for
major ICC tournaments. 
With more 
than a year remaining before the World
Cup, he believes India should not only
identify potential squad members early
but also maintain regular communication
with experienced players who could still
have an important role to play in the
team's campaign.

Boxing Gold Rush Boosts India's CWG 2026 Medal Tally

Jemimah-Fatima Hug Goes Viral In The Hundred

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has con-
gratulated Indian athletes Neeraj
Chopra, Yash Vir Singh, and Yamini
Maurya for their medal-winning per-
formances at the Commonwealth
Games 2026 in Glasgow, praising their
dedication, consistency, and sporting
spirit.
Neeraj Chopra won the silver medal in
the men's javelin throw with a season-
best effort of 85.83 metres.
Congratulating the Olympic champion,
the Prime Minister said Neeraj had once
again demonstrated "remarkable consis-
tency, composure and spirit" and added
that his achievements continue to make
every Indian proud.
PM Modi also extended his wishes to
Yash Vir Singh, who secured the bronze
medal in the same event with an
impressive throw of 85.41 metres. He
described the young athlete's perform-
ance as a reflection of his "zeal and
dedication" and said the achievement
would inspire many aspiring sportsper-
sons across the country.
India enjoyed a memorable double
podium finish in the men's javelin
event, with Neeraj and Yash Vir Singh
finishing second and third respectively.
Sri Lanka's Rumesh Pathirage claimed
the gold medal with a throw of 89.75
metres.The Prime Minister further con-
gratulated judoka Yamini Maurya for
winning the silver medal in the
women's 57 kg category. He praised her
passion for judo and said her perform-
ance would encourage more youngsters
to take up the sport in the future.
Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu had

also congratulated the Indian medallists
for their achievements in Glasgow. She
described the javelin double podium by
Neeraj Chopra and Yash Vir Singh as a
memorable achievement that reflected
their unwavering dedication and excep-
tional sporting excellence.
The President additionally lauded
Tejaswin Shankar for winning bronze in
the decathlon, noting that he had
become the first Indian athlete to win a
Commonwealth Games medal in the
event. She termed the achievement a
historic milestone for Indian athletics.
Yamini Maurya's silver medal also
received special praise from the
President, who highlighted that it
marked India's third judo medal of the
Glasgow Commonwealth Games and
reflected the country's growing strength
in the sport. She commended the ath-
lete's resilience, determination, and
fighting spirit and expressed hope that
her success would motivate more young
judokas.
The congratulatory messages from both
the Prime Minister and the President
came as India continued to enjoy a
strong campaign at the Commonwealth
Games 2026, with athletes delivering
notable performances across athletics,
boxing, judo, and other disciplines.
The praise for Neeraj Chopra, in partic-
ular, generated significant attention
online, with fans celebrating the Prime
Minister's strong endorsement of the
star javelin thrower even after he fin-
ished with silver rather than gold,
underlining the high regard in which the
athlete is held across the country.

PM Modi Applauds India's
Commonwealth Medallists

The Ladakh administration has approved a new sports policy that introduces monthly
scholarships, cash incentives, and special awards for athletes competing at internation-
al, national, and Union Territory levels. The policy is aimed at creating a stronger sup-
port system for sportspersons and encouraging greater participation in competitive
sports across the region.For the first time, athletes from Ladakh will receive both
monthly financial assistance and one-time cash rewards linked to their sporting
achievements. The administration described the policy as a comprehensive framework
designed to nurture talent from the school level all the way to international competi-
tions.Under the new policy, medal winners will receive monthly scholarships for 12
months from the date of winning their medal. International gold medallists will receive
Rs 1 lakh per month, national gold medallists Rs 75,000 per month, and UT-level gold
medallists Rs 10,000 per month. Separate lower scholarship slabs have been created
for silver and bronze medallists.A notable feature of the policy is that athletes who
progress to a higher level of competition during the scholarship period will receive an
upgraded scholarship amount. The earlier amount will not be recovered, ensuring that
athletes are not financially penalised for advancing in their careers.In addition to the
monthly scholarships, the policy provides one-time cash incentives for medal winners
at recognised international, national, state, and school-level competitions. These incen-
tives will be awarded separately from the scholarship payments, giving athletes two
distinct forms of financial support.The administration has also included special provi-
sions for para-athletes. Competitors participating in Paralympic events, visually
impaired sports, hearing-impaired sports, and Special Olympics competitions will be
eligible for dedicated awards and incentives under the policy.Recognising Ladakh's
unique connection with high-altitude adventure sports, the policy includes a special
mountaineering award. Athletes from Ladakh who successfully summit peaks above
8,000 metres anywhere in the world will receive a one-time cash award of Rs 10 lakh.
Officials said the framework was prepared after consultations with various stakehold-
ers over a period of two months. The policy is intended not only to reward medal win-
ners but also to reduce the financial burden on athletes who often struggle with train-
ing, travel, equipment, and competition expenses.The move is being seen as a signifi-
cant step toward strengthening the sporting ecosystem in the Union Territory. By com-
bining scholarships, performance incentives, para-sports recognition, and moun-
taineering rewards, Ladakh has created one of the more comprehensive athlete-support
policies introduced by an Indian Union Territory in recent years.

Ladakh Unveils Scholarship-
Based Sports Policy
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SCREEN

Jai Krishna Ghattamaneni, the nephew of
superstar Mahesh Babu, has expressed heart-
felt gratitude to audiences for the warm
response to his debut film Srinivasa
Mangapuram. The young actor made his sil-
ver-screen entry with the intense love story
directed by Ajay Bhupathi, while Rasha
Thadani, daughter of Bollywood actress
Raveena Tandon, made her Telugu debut
with the film.
In a recent video message, Jai Krishna
thanked viewers for welcoming him into the
Telugu film industry. He said the affection
shown by audiences after the release of
Srinivasa Mangapuram had given him
immense happiness and encouragement. He
also conveyed special thanks to the
Ghattamaneni family fans, who supported
him even before the film began its theatrical
journey.The actor promised that he would
continue to work hard and give his best in
future projects so that he could make his sup-
porters proud. He noted that the appreciation
coming from viewers has been particularly
meaningful because it is his first film and an

important milestone in his career.
Jai Krishna revealed that many people who
watched the film have praised his perform-
ance, especially the action sequences and
emotional scenes. According to him, the pos-
itive feedback has motivated him to improve
further as an actor and take his responsibili-
ties seriously as a newcomer carrying the
Ghattamaneni family legacy.
Srinivasa Mangapuram has generated curios-
ity among moviegoers because it marks the
launch of two fresh faces in Telugu cinema.
Directed by Ajay Bhupathi, known for han-
dling intense emotional narratives, the film
blends romance, drama, and action elements,
giving Jai Krishna an opportunity to show-
case both emotional depth and screen pres-
ence in his debut outing.
Rasha Thadani's Telugu debut has also added
to the film's appeal, making it a notable
launch vehicle for both newcomers. The
pairing of Jai Krishna and Rasha has attract-
ed attention from younger audiences, while
the association with the Ghattamaneni fami-
ly has created additional buzz among

Mahesh Babu's fans.
Concluding his message, Jai Krishna
requested audiences to watch Srinivasa
Mangapuram with their friends and family
during the weekend and continue supporting
the film. He expressed hope that viewers
would keep showering him with the same

love and encouragement as he begins his
journey in the Telugu film industry.
The young actor's humble and emotional
message has been well received by fans, who
see it as a sincere acknowledgment of the
support he has received during the crucial
first step of his acting career.

Jai Krishna Thanks Moviegoers

The theatrical trailer of Varun Tej's upcoming
horror-comedy Korean Kanakaraju has been
launched at a special event held at AAA
Cinemas in Hyderabad, and it promises a
thoroughly entertaining blend of comedy,

horror, action, and adventure.Directed by
Merlapaka Gandhi, the film presents a
unique and quirky premise. Varun Tej plays
Kanakaraju, a man from Rayalaseema who
unexpectedly becomes possessed by a

Korean spirit. The unusual possession leaves
everyone around him shocked and confused,
and attempts to communicate with the spirit
lead to a series of hilarious situations because
of the language barrier.The trailer highlights
the comic confusion created by the Korean
ghost, with Varun Tej displaying a different
body language and mannerisms after the pos-
session. Satya's presence adds further
humour, while Ritika Nayak appears as the
female lead who joins Kanakaraju on his
unusual journey.As the story progresses,
Kanakaraju, Ritika Nay ak, and Satya travel
to Korea to uncover the mystery behind the
spirit. The Korea-set portions add a fresh
visual appeal to the film and appear to
include thrilling action sequences, with
Varun Tej taking on a group of gangsters
amid the supernatural chaos.
One of the trailer's biggest attractions is the
unusual cultural connection between Rayala
seema and Korea, which gives the film a dis-
tinctive identity compared to conventional
Telugu horror-comedies. The combination of

supernatural elements, travel adventure, and
action-packed moments makes the narrative
stand out.
Varun Tej's transformation and energetic per-
formance seem to be among the major high-
lights of the trailer. The promotional video
also showcases impressive production values
and a lively entertainment quotient, suggest-
ing that the film is designed as a complete
commercial entertainer.
Korean Kanakaraju is jointly produced by
Rajeev Reddy and Sai Baba Jagarlamudi
under the banners of UV Crea tions and First
Frame Entertainments. Sunil and Muralidhar
Goud will also be seen in im portant support-
ing roles.
Scheduled for a theatrical release on August
7, 2026, the film has now generated stronger
curiosity among audiences. With its unusual
Korean ghost concept, comedy-driven narra-
tive, and action-adventure elements, Korean
Kanakaraju appears to be shaping up as one
of the more intriguing Telugu releases of the
month.

The makers of
Yash's much-await-
ed gangster action
drama Toxic have
officially
announced that the
theatrical trailer will
be released on
August 8. The
announcement was
made with a strik-
ing new poster fea-
turing Yash, which
has quickly grabbed
the attention of fans
across social media.
Toxic marks the
next major outing
for the KGF star
and is one of the
most anticipated
Indian films of the
year. After facing
multiple postpone-
ments, the film is
now scheduled for a
theatrical release on
August 26. The
recently released
songs and promo-
tional glimpse have already gener-
ated significant buzz and renewed
excitement around the project.
According to the makers, the trail-
er launch will take place at a
grand event in Bengaluru in the
presence of the film's cast and
crew. The event is expected to be
a major promotional milestone
ahead of the film's release later
this month.The film is written by
Yash himself and directed by
acclaimed filmmaker Geetu
Mohandas. The ensemble cast
includes Nayanthara, Kiara
Advani, Tara Sutaria, Rukmini
Vasanth, and Huma Qureshi in
important roles, adding to the
film's strong pan-Indian appeal.
One of the notable aspects of
Toxic is that it has been shot
simultaneously in Kannada and
English. The film will also be
dubbed in Hindi, Telugu, Tamil,
and Malayalam, indicating the
makers' intention to position it as
a large-scale multilingual release
for audiences across India and

international markets.
Produced jointly by Venkat K.
Narayana and Yash under the ban-
ners of KVN Productions and
Monster Mind Creations, Toxic is
being mounted on a lavish scale.
The film is expected to feature
high-octane action sequences, a
dark gangster backdrop, and a
stylish visual presentation.
The newly unveiled poster pres-
ents Yash in an intense and pow-
erful avatar, hinting at the gritty
tone of the film. With the trailer
date now confirmed, expectations
have risen further among fans
eager to see Yash return to the big
screen in a mass action role after
the phenomenal success of the
KGF franchise.
As the countdown to August 26
begins, the August 8 trailer launch
is likely to play a crucial role in
setting the tone for the film's the-
atrical campaign and could offer
audiences their first detailed look
at the world, characters, and
action-packed narrative of Toxic.

'Toxic' Trailer To Arrive
On August 8

Nani's Fierce Avatar Set To Dominate The Paradise Teaser
Natural Star Nani's much-awaited
film The Paradise is gearing up for
a grand promotional campaign,
with the makers preparing to
unveil the teaser on August 6. The
upcoming action drama has
already generated strong curiosity
among audiences, and the teaser is
expected to provide a glimpse into
the intense and dark world created
by director Srikanth Odela.
The teaser is likely to showcase
the film's powerful atmosphere,
high-energy action sequences, and
dramatic elements. Srikanth
Odela, who is known for present-
ing raw and emotionally charged
stories, is expected to bring a
unique visual style and intense
narrative to The Paradise. The film
is being promoted as a major

transformation for Nani, who is set
to appear in a completely different
role compared to his earlier per-
formances.
One of the biggest talking points
surrounding the teaser is Nani's
character Jadal. Reports suggest
that the actor's ruthless appear-
ance, intense body language, and
physical transformation will be
among the major highlights of the
promotional video. His shirtless
look and aggressive screen pres-
ence are expected to surprise fans
and showcase a new side of the
actor.
Nani has consistently experiment-
ed with different genres and char-
acters throughout his career, earn-
ing appreciation for his versatility.
With The Paradise, he appears to

be taking a bold step by portraying
a more intense and action-oriented
character. The film is expected to
present him in a rugged and pow-
erful avatar, creating a fresh expe-
rience for moviegoers.
The film also features Kayadu
Lohar as the female lead, adding
another important dimension to
the story. Veteran actor Mohan
Babu and Raghav Juyal are play-
ing key roles, bringing additional
strength to the cast. Actress
Keerthy Suresh will appear in a
special song, which has further
increased expectations around the
project.
The combination of Nani's new
look, Srikanth Odela's direction,
and the film's action-packed back-
drop has made The Paradise one

of the most awaited upcoming
Telugu films. The teaser release on
August 6 is expected to reveal
more details about the characters,
storyline, and scale of the project.
As the promotional activities
begin, fans are eagerly waiting to

witness Nani's transformation into
Jadal and experience the intense
world of The Paradise. The teaser
is expected to set the tone for the
film and give audiences a glimpse
of what promises to be one of
Nani's most ambitious projects yet.

The arrival of Spider-Man: Brand New Day has created a
massive impact at the global box office, with the film making
a powerful start and attracting audiences worldwide. The
superhero entertainer is expected to cross the $900 million
mark globally, with trade analysts watching closely to see
whether it can reach the prestigious billion-dollar milestone.
However, the strong performance of Spider-Man does not
appear to have significantly affected Christopher Nolan's The
Odyssey. Despite facing competition from a major franchise
release, the epic fantasy action drama continues to show
impressive stability at the box office.In the domestic market,
The Odyssey is reportedly tracking for a strong third week-
end, with expectations of earning more than $50 million.
Compared to its second weekend collection of around $90
million, the decline is expected to remain below 50 percent,
which is considered an excellent hold for a film entering its
third weekend.
The steady performance indicates that The Odyssey has built
strong audience interest and continues to attract viewers even
after the arrival of another major Hollywood release.
Its ability to maintain momentum against heavy competition

highlights the film's strong word-of-mouth and audience
appreciation.A major factor that could further boost The
Odyssey's box office performance is its upcoming release in
China, the world's second-largest theatrical market. The film
has not yet arrived in the region, but early audience interest

on ticket-
ing plat-
forms
suggests
strong
anticipa-
tion
among
Chinese
moviego-
ers.If The Odyssey receives a positive response from Chinese
audiences, the film could experience another major surge in
collections. The China release is being viewed as a crucial
opportunity that may help the film expand its global earnings
significantly.The film has already achieved a major milestone
by becoming the highest-grossing R-rated movie in history.
Currently, the record is held by Deadpool & Wolverine,
which earned around $1.33 billion worldwide. With strong
international performance and the China market still ahead,
The Odyssey has the potential to push beyond existing
records.While Spider-Man: Brand New Day continues its
blockbuster run, The Odyssey appears to be maintaining its
own strong position. The coming weeks will determine how
far both films can travel at the global box office, but for now,
The Odyssey's steady performance has become one of the
biggest talking points in the entertainment industry.

The Odyssey Holds Strong Despite Spider-Man Storm

'Korean Kanakaraju' Trailer Promises Fun Horror Ride

Printed by Published by GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN on behalf of GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN, printed at and published at PLOT NO. 168, G FLOOR, KK NAGAR, PHASE-2, GANDHAMGUDA,
BANDLAGUDA JAGIR, RAJENDRANAGAR Editor GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN. PRGI Registration No. “TGENG/25/A2485”. Phone Number 9100571249, Email ID: ggravikiran@gmail.com

Promotions for Ravi Teja's
upcoming film Irumudi are
set to resume after a brief
pause, with the makers
announcing a major new
update that has excited
fans.
The film has already gener-
ated strong buzz through its
teaser glimpse and the first
single, Irumudi Kattu,
which received a positive
response from audiences.
However, the lack of pro-
motional activity in recent
days had led to speculation
that the movie might be
postponed from its
announced release date of
August 21.
Putting those rumours to
rest, the team has con-
firmed that the second sin-
gle, Yaalalo Yaalalo, will be
released on August 3. The
newly unveiled poster suggests
that the song will focus on the
emotional family bond at the heart
of the story.
The track has been composed by
GV Prakash Kumar, whose music
has been one of the key highlights
of the project so far. Following
the release of the second song, the
makers are also expected to
launch the theatrical trailer, which
will kick-start the next phase of
the film's promotional campaign.
Irumudi is being produced by
Mythri Movie Makers and direct-
ed by Shiva Nirvana. Priya

Bhavani Shankar plays the female
lead opposite Ravi Teja, while
Baby Nakshatra appears in a sig-
nificant role as the actor's daugh-
ter.
With the release date approaching,
the announcement has reassured
fans that the film is progressing
according to schedule. The combi-
nation of Ravi Teja's mass appeal,
Shiva Nirvana's direction, and GV
Prakash Kumar's music has creat-
ed considerable anticipation for
the film, making Irumudi one of
the notable Telugu releases
expected later this month.

The makers of Chiranjeevi's upcoming film
#Chiru158 have released a stylish behind-
the-scenes (BTS) video on the occasion of
director Bobby Kolli's birthday, further
increasing excitement surrounding the high-
ly anticipated project.The film marks the
reunion of Chiranjeevi and Bobby Kolli
after the blockbuster success of Waltair
Veerayya. Produced by Venkat K. Narayana
under the KVN Productions banner, the
movie is being mounted on a lavish scale
and is considered one of the biggest Telugu
projects currently in production.The newly
released BTS video begins with the line,
"Every blockbuster begins with a single
vision," and focuses largely on Bobby
Kolli's approach to filmmaking. The footage
showcases the director coordinating shots,
discussing scenes with the crew, reviewing
scripts and storyboards, monitoring footage
on set, and carefully planning the visual
composition of each frame.Apart from the
technical aspects, the video also captures the

energetic
atmosphere
on the sets,
featuring
Bobby
interacting
with actors
and techni-
cians and
sharing
lighter
moments
between
takes. The
makers have
presented
him as "The
Master of
Mass
Entertainment," underlining his reputation
for delivering large-scale commercial enter-
tainers that connect strongly with audiences.
The promotional clip has been designed to

highlight the director's passion, attention to
detail, and hands-on involvement in every
stage of production. Fans have responded
positively to the stylish presentation, seeing

it as a promising sign for the film's 
scale and entertainment value.
According to the production team, 
the shooting of #Chiru158 is progressing 
at a brisk pace, with the first half 
of the film nearing completion. 
The makers have indicated that
the schedule is moving smoothly without

any significant delays.The screenplay has
been developed by Kona Venkat and K.
Chakravarthy Reddy, with additional screen-
play contributions from Hari Mohana
Krishna and Vineeth Potluri. Dialogues are
being written by Bhanu-Nandu, while
Thaman is composing the music for the
film.
Although the official title is yet to be
announced, the project has already
generated considerable buzz among

Chiranjeevi's fans due to the successful
combination of the Megastar and Bobby
Kolli. With the shoot progressing steadily
and promotional material beginning to
emerge, #Chiru158 is shaping up to be one
of the most awaited Telugu commercial
entertainers in the coming months.

Stylish BTS Video Boosts Buzz Around 'Chiru158'

'Irumudi' Promotions
Back On Track

Veteran actor Srikanth returns in a courtroom-based Telugu
web series titled Objection My Lord, which is now streaming
on ZEE5. Directed by Santosh Ayyappan, the series attempts to
blend a legal thriller with a socially relevant issue, and it suc-
ceeds to a fair extent despite a few shortcomings.
The story begins when Narayana approaches the police to com-
plain that his daughter Sameera has been kidnapped. When the
police allegedly ignore the complaint and lawyers refuse to
take up the case due to insufficient information, Narayana dies
by suicide on the High Court premises. Disturbed by the inci-
dent, advocate Parashuram, played by Srikanth, files a Public
Interest Litigation and begins a determined fight for justice. As
the investigation progresses, the narrative gradually shifts from
a straightforward kidnapping case to a more layered social
issue, which becomes the central hook of the series.
One of the major strengths of Objection My Lord is its sincere
intent. The screenplay is paced neatly, and a few unexpected
turns help maintain curiosity. The courtroom confrontations
between Srikanth and Mukesh Rishi are presented in a com-
mercial yet engaging manner, making the legal proceedings
accessible even for viewers who are not regular followers of
courtroom dramas.
Srikanth delivers a convincing performance as a lawyer who is
constantly underestimated by his colleagues and struggles with
low self-confidence. His portrayal of a man trying to rediscov-
er his courage after a humiliating setback gives the series its

emotional weight.
Ananya Sharma per-
forms well as his
assistant and pro-
vides strong sup-
port, while Sameer,
Gemini Suresh,
Rayala
Harishchandra, and
Snehal Kamat contribute effectively in their supporting roles.
However, the series is not without flaws. The biggest issue lies
in the final episode, which feels somewhat rushed. The crucial
revelation arrives too late, reducing the emotional and dramatic
impact that the story seems to be aiming for. At times, the writ-
ing becomes generic, and a few scenes suffer from noticeable
lip-sync problems.
Another underdeveloped aspect is Parashuram's family track.
Although the series hints at tensions between him and his son,
the relationship is not explored in enough depth, making those
scenes feel less meaningful than they could have been.
Technically, the series is well-mounted. The courtroom sets
look authentic, the cinematography by Suryaa is effective, and
the music and editing are competent. Santosh Ayyappan's direc-
tion keeps the narrative straightforward and watchable through-
out its relatively crisp runtime.
Overall, Objection My Lord is a decent and honest courtroom
drama that offers a worthwhile watch for fans of legal thrillers.
It may not reinvent the genre, but strong performances, a rele-
vant social message, and an engaging central conflict make it a
respectable addition to Telugu OTT content.

'Objection My Lord' - A Decent Courtroom
Drama With A Social Message
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