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A hero earns a following
through heroism. But when
he begins to display the traits
of a villain, even his most
loyal fans find it difficult to
accept. Public support can-
not be sustained by acting
against the natural expecta-
tions of followers. Just as
people cannot digest a Left
party forming an alliance
with the BJP, or the BJP join-
ing hands with the Congress,
fans also expect consistency
from their heroes. They do
not blindly follow every polit-
ical turn taken by their
favorite personalities.
The same happened in the
case of Pawan Kalyan. After
the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh, the Congress suf-
fered a severe setback. At a
time when the country was
looking towards the BJP,
Pawan Kalyan made his
political entry and extended
support to the BJP and the
TDP. His fans immediately
stood by his decision, and it
had an impact on the election
results. Had he supported
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
instead, it is doubtful
whether the same response

would have been seen. In the
2019 elections, Pawan allied
with the Left parties, but
many of his supporters did
not vote for him. Those who
were opposed to the TDP pre-
ferred the YSRCP. In 2024,
however, the strong anti-
incumbency against Jagan
worked in Pawan's favour. A
leader's strategy succeeds
only when it matches both
his original support base and
the prevailing political situa-
tion.
There is now speculation
that Jr. NTR may eventually
launch a political party. It is
true that he has, on several
occasions, expressed his
desire to carry forward the
legacy of his grandfather
and become a political leader.
As long as he was seen as
being close to the TDP, his
popularity remained intact.
But when perceptions
emerged that, due to the
influence of Harikrishna,
Kodali Nani and
Vallabhaneni Vamsi, he was
leaning towards the YSRCP,
there was a noticeable
impact. Even a well-received
film failed to generate the

expected collections.
Realizing this, Tarak main-
tained silence on politics and
concentrated on his film
career, eventually becoming
one of the biggest stars.
As Nara Lokesh established
himself first within the TDP
and later in the government,
the YSRCP allegedly tried to
create the impression that
TDP workers wanted Jr. NTR
to take over the party. The
apparent objective was to cre-
ate confusion within the TDP
ranks. However, it soon
became clear that Lokesh is

the undisputed political suc-
cessor to N. Chandrababu
Naidu. He now holds a strong
grip over both the party and
the government, leaving lit-
tle room for confusion.
Political observers claim that
the YSRCP now intends to
use every possible issue to
weaken the TDP and may
attempt to capitalize on
Tarak's leadership ambi-
tions. However, Jagan Mohan
Reddy has often been accused
of using influential individu-
als for political advantage
rather than accommodating

them as equals. The example
of Mudragada
Padmanabham, who was pro-
jected on the Kapu reserva-
tion issue but later found
himself politically isolated,
is often cited in this context.
Some believe that if Tarak
enters politics, Lokesh may
face a challenge. Certain
leaders dissatisfied with
Lokesh may also see Tarak as
an alternative. But many
argue that Tarak can succeed
only if he enters as a leader
of the TDP itself. Even a
slight perception that he is
helping Jagan politically
could damage both his politi-
cal future and his film career.
His opportunity would arise
only if the TDP faces a lead-
ership crisis or if strong
opposition emerges against
Lokesh. Tarak may not be
useful in defeating the TDP,
but he could become relevant
if circumstances ever create
an opportunity to lead it. If
he is seen as entering politics
merely to weaken the TDP or
strengthen Jagan, the conse-
quences could extend to his
popularity in cinema as well.
The same principle applies to

Allu Arjun. His differences
with the Mega family have
already alienated a section of
Mega fans. Many believe that
this had an impact on the
Telugu collections of
*Pushpa 2*, even if effective
public relations managed to
soften that perception. If
Bunny ever decides to enter
politics, many feel it would
have to be in Andhra Pradesh
and in a manner that comple-
ments Pawan Kalyan rather
than opposes him. Entering
Telangana politics may not
provide the required public
acceptance. Even Pawan
Kalyan himself is often
viewed as having only a lim-
ited political role in
Telangana.
Ultimately, heroes cannot
expect their followers to
change their political beliefs
according to their personal
ambitions. It is the heroes
who must understand and
respect the sentiments of
their followers. In politics, as
in cinema, followers deter-
mine the direction of the
hero far more than the hero
determines the direction of
the followers.

Heroes Must Follow Their Followers, Not the Other Way Around

CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr  SSrrii  AA..
RReevvaanntthh  RReeddddyy  eexxpprreessss
eedd  ddeeeepp  ssoorrrrooww  oovveerr  tthhee
ssuuddddeenn  ddeemmiissee  ooff  MMuuddrr
aaggaaddaa  PPaaddmmaannaa  bbhhaamm,,  aa
ffoorrmmeerr  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  tthhee
uunnddiivviiddeedd  AAnnddhh  rraa
PPrraaddeesshh  aanndd  aa  ffoorrmmeerr
LLookk  SSaabbhhaa  mmeemmbbeerr..  HHee
llaauuddeedd  hhiimm  nnoott  oonnllyy  ffoorr
hhiiss  rroolleess  aass  aa  lleeggiissllaattoorr
aanndd  MMeemmbbeerr  ooff  PPaarrlliiaa
mmeenntt  bbuutt  aallssoo  aass  aa  ppeeoo--
ppllee''ss  lleeaaddeerr  wwhhoo  ssttoooodd  aatt
tthhee  ffoorreeffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee
ssttrruuggggllee  ttoo  rreessoollvvee  iissssuuee
ss..  TThhee  CChhiieeff  MMiinniisstteerr
pprraayyeedd  ffoorr  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  tthhee
ddeeppaarrtteedd  ssoouull  aanndd  ccoonnvveeyyeedd  hhiiss  hheeaarrttffeelltt  ccoonnddoolleenncceess  aanndd
ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ttoo  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  wweellll--wwiisshheerrss..
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TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Telangana Deputy Chief Min
ister and Finance Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka on
Tuesday launched a sharp
attack on the previous Bhar
at Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government, alleging that it
left the state burdened with
debts of ?8.21 lakh crore
while failing to invest ade-
quately in public welfare. He
asserted that despite inherit-
ing a severe financial crisis,
the Congress government
has continued welfare sche
mes and introduced several
new initiatives. Addressing a
public meeting at Julekal vil-
lage in Vaddepalli mandal of
Alampur constituency, Bhatt
i Vikramarka said the Congr
ess government has paid
?2.08 lakh crore towards prin-
cipal and interest on loans
raised by the previous admin
istration within just two-and-
a-half years of assuming offi
ce.He alleged that Telangana,
which was once financially
strong, had been pushed into
a debt trap because of what
he described as mismanage-
ment and corruption during
the previous regime. Despite
the financial burden, he said,
the government has contin-
ued flagship welfare pro-
grammes such as Shaadi
Mubarak and Kalyana Laksh
mi, while ensuring that gov-
ernment employees receive
their salaries every month
without delay.The Deputy
Chief Minister said the state
continues to bear the elec-
tricity charges for agricul-
tural pump sets and provides
up to 200 units of free elec-
tricity every month to eligi-
ble domestic consumers. He
added that the government
has reimbursed ?12,000 crore
to the Telanga na State Road
Transport Corporation (TGS
RTC) for implementing free
bus travel for women. Hig
hlighting welfare initiatives,
Bhatti Vikramarka said six
kilograms of fine-quality
rice are being distributed
free of cost to 1.06 crore fam-
ilies, calling it a first-of-its-
kind programme in the coun-
try. He also noted that the
Aarogyasri health insurance
coverage has been increased
from ?5 lakh to ?10 lakh to
improve access to healthcare
for economically weaker sec-
tions.The Deputy Chief Mini
ster announced that nearly 27
lakh government school stu-
dents would benefit from a
new breakfast programme
that includes milk and ragi
malt. He also highlighted the
government's decision to
establish 100 integrated resi-
dential schools with interna-
tional-standard infrastruc-
ture for SC, ST, BC, Minority
and OC students, with an
investment of ?200 crore for
each institution. Hostel diet
and cosmetic charges have
also been increased by 200

percent, he said.Bhatti
Vikramarka further
announced the sanction of
an additional 4.5 lakh
Indiramma houses, to be con-
structed at a cost of ?5 lakh
each, involving a total invest-
ment of ?22,500 crore. He said
the government will also
launch the Indiramma
Bheema insurance scheme in
November, coinciding with
the birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. The scheme will pro-
vide insurance coverage of ?5
lakh to every family in
Telangana, irrespective of
caste, religion or economic
status.Questioning the BRS's
claim that it would return to
power, the Deputy Chief
Minister asked whether the
opposition intended to dis-
continue free electricity, fine
rice distribution, free bus
travel for women, integrated
schools, interest-free loans
for women's self-help groups,
or the Indiramma Bheema
scheme. He pointed out that
the Congress government
has facilitated ?76,000 crore
in interest-free bank loans to
DWCRA groups within two-
and-a-half years.On irriga-
tion, Bhatti Vikramarka reaf-
firmed the government's com
mitment to completing pend-
ing projects in the Palamuru
region. He announced that
orders had been issued to the
District Collector to expedite
land acquisition for the
Mallamma Kunta reservoir,
requiring 573 acres. Once
completed, the reservoir is
expected to provide irriga-
tion to nearly 87,500 acres
under the Tummilla project
of the Rajolibanda Diversion
Scheme (RDS).He assured
farmers that the government
would ensure fair compensa-
tion for acquired land and
would not allow any injustice
to those affected by the proj-
ect. "We understand the emo-
tional attachment farmers
have to their land. Every step
will be taken to protect their
interests while completing
irrigation projects that bene-
fit the region," he said.The
meeting, presided over by
AICC Secretary and former
MLA Dr. S.A. Sampath
Kumar, was attended by
Ministers Vakiti Srihari and
Jupally Krishna Rao, MP Dr.
Mallu Ravi, MLAs Chikkudu
Vamshikrishna, Veerlapalli
Shankar and Anirudh Reddy,
besides other Congress lead-
ers and public representa-
tives.

Bhatti Highlights Welfare, Targets BRS at Rally
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Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
urged the Centre to develop
the proposed airports at
Warangal (Mamnoor) and
Adilabad to international
standards, highlighting their
potential to transform
regional connectivity, attract
investment, and accelerate
industrial growth across
northern Telangana.
During his visit to New
Delhi, the Chief Minister met
Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu at the
Civil Aviation Ministry and
held detailed discussions on
the progress of the two air-
port projects. Senior officials,
including Nalgonda MP
Raghuveer Reddy, Roads &
Buildings Special Chief
Secretary Vikas Raj,
Government Advisor and Ex-
officio Special Chief
Secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao, and Civil Aviation
Department officials, attend-
ed the meeting.
Revanth Reddy said the pro-
posed Warangal airport
would emerge as a major avi-
ation hub for the undivided
districts of Adilabad,
Karimnagar, Warangal, and
Khammam, besides serving
Nalgonda district. He noted

that the city's strategic rail
and road connectivity, cou-
pled with its proximity to the
Kakatiya Mega Textile Park,
the Kazipet Coach Factory,
and other upcoming indus-
tries, would position
Warangal as a leading indus-
trial and logistics centre in
the coming years.
The Chief Minister request-
ed the Union Minister to
equip the Warangal airport
with world-class facilities,
including Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
services, air cargo infra-
structure, and aircraft
hangars. Pointing out that
land acquisition for the proj-
ect has already been complet-
ed, he urged the Ministry to
invite tenders and begin con-
struction without delay. He
also proposed that the air-
port be completed and inau-
gurated by June 2, 2028.
During the meeting, the air-
port's architectural designs
were also reviewed. Revanth
Reddy suggested that the ter-
minal and other structures
should reflect the rich her-
itage and architectural lega-
cy of the Kakatiya dynasty, a
proposal that received a posi-
tive response from the Union
Minister.
The Chief Minister also
sought the development of a
civil airport alongside the

existing Defence-operated
airfield in Adilabad. He
assured the Centre that the
Telangana government
would acquire and provide
the required land for both
airport projects. Similar to
Warangal, he requested MRO
facilities, air cargo termi-
nals, aircraft hangars, and
Flight Training Organizatio
ns (FTOs) at the Adilabad air-
port to strengthen aviation
infrastructure in the region.
Revanth Reddy also proposed
exploring seaplane services

between Hyderabad's
Hussain Sagar and the
Prakasam Barrage in
Vijayawada. In response,
Rammohan Naidu asked the
state government to submit
detailed proposals for exami-
nation.
Speaking to the media after
the meeting, the Chief
Minister said development
should rise above politics and
stressed that the Centre and
the state government have
been working together on key
infrastructure projects. He

noted that regular discus-
sions with Union Ministers
help resolve issues through
constructive dialogue.
Union Minister Rammohan
Naidu praised the Telangana
government for completing
land acquisition for the
Warangal airport in record
time, describing it as an
achievement unmatched else-
where in the country. He also
assured that the airport's
design would incorporate ele-
ments of Warangal's rich cul-
tural and historical heritage.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuullyy  1144  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
urged Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari to
expedite approvals for sever-
al strategic road infrastruc-
ture projects, including the
Regional Ring Road (RRR), a
new Hyderabad-Amaravati
greenfield highway, and an
alternative six-lane corridor
connecting Hyderabad and
Mancherial.
During a meeting at
Gadkari's residence in New
Delhi, the Chief Minister
emphasized the importance
of accelerating infrastruc-
ture development to improve
regional connectivity, reduce
travel time, and boost eco-
nomic growth across
Telangana.
Revanth Reddy informed the
Union Minister that nearly 95
percent of the land acquisi-
tion for the northern section
of the Regional Ring Road
has already been completed.
He requested immediate
approval to begin construc-
tion, stating that executing
both the northern and south-

ern sections of the RRR
simultaneously would signif-
icantly reduce project costs
while ensuring faster com-
pletion.
The Chief Minister also
sought early approval for the
southern section of the
Regional Ring Road, stress-
ing that the entire project
would strengthen
Hyderabad's connectivity
with surrounding districts,
ease traffic congestion, and
support industrial and urban
expansion.
Another major proposal pre-

sented during the meeting
was the construction of a
greenfield highway connect-
ing Hyderabad with Andhra
Pradesh's capital region, as
envisaged under the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act.
Revanth Reddy proposed a 12-
lane expressway linking
Bharat Future City to Bandar
Port through Amaravati.
According to the Chief
Minister, the proposed corri-
dor would reduce the travel
distance between Hyderabad
and Vijayawada by nearly 100
kilometres, improve logistics

efficiency, and facilitate
faster movement of goods
from Hyderabad to Bandar
Port, thereby benefiting
trade and industry.
The Chief Minister also
requested the Union Minister
to facilitate Forest
Department clearances for
the proposed Mannanur-
Srisailam elevated corridor.
He pointed out that the proj-
ect passes through environ-
mentally sensitive areas,
including the Nallamala
Sanctuary, the Srisailam
Temple region, and the

Srisailam reservoir, making
timely environmental
approvals essential for its
progress.
Revanth Reddy further pro-
posed the construction of a
six-lane highway connecting
Mancherial and Hyderabad
as an alternative to the exist-
ing Rajiv Highway. He
assured the Centre that the
Telangana government
would undertake the
required land acquisition for
the project. The new high-
way, he said, would improve
connectivity, reduce traffic
congestion, and create fresh
opportunities for agricul-
ture, trade, and industrial
development along the corri-
dor.
Nalgonda MP Raghuveer
Reddy and senior govern-
ment officials also attended
the meeting.
The discussions reflected the
Telangana government's
efforts to secure Central sup-
port for major infrastructure
projects aimed at strengthen-
ing transportation networks,
promoting investment, and
enhancing economic develop-
ment across the state.

CM Seeks Fast-Track Approval for Key Highway Projects

CM Pushes for International-Standard Airports
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CM Revanth Reddy to Visit Kothakota 
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Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy is scheduled to
visit Kothakota in Wanapar
thy district on Wednesday,
July 15, to inaugurate the
newly developed Government
Girls High School and interact
with students.
Ahead of the Chief Minister's
visit, Wanaparthy District
Collector Adarsh Surabhi con-
ducted a review meeting with
Devarakadra MLA G.
Madhusudhan Reddy,
Superintendent of Police Sunitha Reddy, and officials from
various government departments. The Collector directed all
departments to work in coordination and ensure the success-
ful conduct of the Chief Minister's programme.During the
meeting, Collector Adarsh Surabhi reviewed arrangements
related to infrastructure, security, and public facilities. He
instructed officials to make foolproof arrangements at the
venue, including proper barricading, an effective sound sys-
tem, uninterrupted electricity supply, and adequate drinking
water facilities.The Collector emphasized that there should be
no lapses in any arrangements and directed officials to remain
alert throughout the programme. Special attention was given
to the participation of Class IX and X students, with officials
instructed to ensure that students attending the event do not
face any inconvenience.Security arrangements for the Chief
Minister's visit were also reviewed in detail. Collector Surabhi
directed Superintendent of Police Sunitha Reddy to prepare a
comprehensive security plan and deploy sufficient personnel
to ensure smooth movement and safety during the pro-
gramme.Officials from various departments were asked to
complete all pending works at the earliest and maintain con-
stant coordination until the conclusion of the event. The
Collector stressed the importance of discipline and proper
execution of responsibilities to ensure that the Chief
Minister's visit proceeds without any issues. The inaugura-
tion of the Government Girls High School is expected to mark
an important development in strengthening educational facil-
ities for girl students in the region. The Chief Minister's inter-
action with students will also provide an opportunity to dis-
cuss educational initiatives and government efforts aimed at
improving school infrastructure and learning opportunities.

Congress Focused on
Welfare, Says Vakiti Srihari

JJoogguullaammbbaa  GGaaddwwaall,,
JJuullyy  1144  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Telangana Minister for
Animal Husbandry,
Dairy Development,
Fisheries, and Youth
Services & Sports Vakiti
Srihari on Tuesday
asserted that the
Congress government is
committed to the welfare of the poor, weaker sections, and
farmers, expressing confidence that the party will retain
power in the state through its governance and development
initiatives.The Minister was addressing a public gathering at
Julekal village in the Alampur Assembly constituency during
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka's tour of the
region. Ministers Jupally Krishna Rao, MP Dr. Mallu Ravi,
MLAs Chikkudu Vamshikrishna, Veerlapalli Shankar, and
Anirudh Reddy, AICC Secretary Sampath Kumar, Corporation
Chairpersons Saritha Tirupathi Yadav and Shivasena Reddy,
along with other public representatives, attended the pro-
gramme.Speaking on the occasion, Vakiti Srihari said the
Congress government has placed the welfare of the downtrod-
den, weaker, and marginalized sections at the centre of its gov-
ernance. He alleged that the previous BRS government had
left Telangana under a heavy debt burden during its decade-
long rule and claimed that the Congress administration has
spent the last two-and-a-half years working to restore the
state's financial stability.Despite financial challenges, the
Minister said the government has honoured its commitments
by implementing several welfare measures. He highlighted the
implementation of the Rythu Bharosa scheme and the farm
loan waiver programme, stating that the welfare of farmers
remains one of the government's highest priorities.He also
pointed to the distribution of fine-quality rice through the
Public Distribution System, saying the initiative aims to
ensure that every poor household receives quality food grains.
Vakiti Srihari urged citizens to exercise their democratic
right to vote responsibly, describing it as a precious right guar-
anteed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He appealed to voters to make
informed choices while participating in the electoral process.
Launching a political attack on the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS), the Minister alleged that the previous government neg-
lected important irrigation projects, including the
Rajolibanda Diversion Scheme (RDS). He said major irriga-
tion projects such as Jurala and Srisailam, developed during
Congress governments, continue to benefit farmers and rural
communities decades after their construction.The Minister
further accused BRS leaders of making promises without
delivering results, claiming that many of their announce-
ments remained confined to foundation stones and public dec-
larations.Stressing that the Congress government's objective
extends beyond electoral victories, Vakiti Srihari said the
administration is focused on ensuring uninterrupted power
supply to farmers, implementing welfare programmes, and
accelerating development across Telangana. Expressing confi-
dence in the party's future, he said the people have repeatedly
rejected the BRS in recent elections and are no longer willing
to believe what he described as its misleading propaganda. He
appealed to the public to continue supporting the Congress
government to sustain the state's development and welfare ini-
tiatives.

Governor Pays Tribute to Late Darshan Devi
HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuullyy
1144  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
The Hon'ble
Governor of
Telangana, Shri
Shiv Pratap
Shukla, paid flo-
ral tributes to
Smt. Darshan
Devi, wife of
Late Shri Baij
nath Aggarwal,
following her
d e m i s e . T h e
G o v e r n o r
expressed his deep condolences to the bereaved family and
conveyed his sympathies during this difficult time. He prayed
for eternal peace to the departed soul and wished the family
strength and courage to overcome their loss.The Governor's
tribute reflected his respect and concern for the family mem-
bers of the departed. He offered his condolences and stood in
solidarity with the family during their period of grief.

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuullyy  1144  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
With Telangana witnessing a
significant rainfall deficit
this monsoon, State
Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao on
Tuesday urged farmers to
carefully plan their crop cul-
tivation by taking El Niño
conditions into account and
adopting crops that require
less water.
The Minister made the
appeal while participating in
the 'Rythu Nestam' pro-
gramme in Hyderabad,
where he interacted with
farmers from across the state
and reviewed the agricultur-
al situation in the wake of
below-normal rainfall.
Addressing the gathering,
Tummala said Telangana,
along with neighbouring
Maharashtra and Karnataka,
has received lower-than-nor-
mal rainfall this season. As a
result, water availability in
the Krishna and Godavari
river basins is expected to
decline, making it essential
for farmers to adopt water-
efficient cropping patterns.
He directed officials from the
Agriculture, Irrigation,

Groundwater, and India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) to work in close coordi-
nation and provide farmers
with timely, scientific, and
region-specific guidance.
Officials were instructed to
continuously monitor
groundwater levels and share
updated information with
farmers so they can make
informed cultivation deci-
sions.
The Minister advised farm-
ers to reduce dependence on
water-intensive crops and
instead cultivate alternatives
such as jowar (sorghum),
bajra (pearl millet), foxtail
millet (korra), green gram
(pesara), black gram (minu-
mu), and red gram (kandi).
He also encouraged the use of
high-yielding crop varieties
that mature quickly and
require less water, as recom-
mended by agricultural sci-
entists.
Experts attending the pro-
gramme echoed the
Minister's recommendations.
The Director of the Indian
Institute of Millets Research
(IIMR) encouraged farmers
to increase the cultivation of
millets, highlighting their

resilience under dry condi-
tions and their growing
nutritional and commercial
value.
IMD Hyderabad Director
Stella informed the gather-
ing that Telangana has so far
recorded 30 to 35 percent
below-normal rainfall due to
the impact of El Niño. She
cautioned that rainfall is
likely to remain below aver-
age over the next three
months and advised farmers
to avoid water-intensive cul-
tivation.

Officials from the Irrigation
Department said deficient
rainfall in upstream states
has also reduced inflows into
the Krishna and Godavari
rivers, which could affect
irrigation water availability
during the cropping season.
The Groundwater
Department presented dis-
trict-wise groundwater
assessments and warned that
water tables may decline fur-
ther if rainfall remains inad-
equate. Farmers were there-
fore advised to avoid crops

such as paddy and sugarcane
wherever water availability
is uncertain.
The programme was attend-
ed by Agriculture Secretary
K. Surendra Mohan,
Agriculture Director B. Gopi,
Cooperation Department
Special Director Rahul Raj,
Professor Jayashankar
Telangana State Agricultural
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Althas Janayya,
Irrigation Engineer-in-Chief
Madhusudan Rao,
Groundwater Director
Lakshman, IIMR Director Dr.
Satyavathi, IMD Director
Stella, IMD scientist Dr.
Sravani, Indian Institute of
Oilseeds Research Director
Dr. Suresh, CRIDA scientist
Dr. K.V. Rao, and PJTSAU sci-
entist Dr. Mahadevappa.
During the interactive ses-
sion, experts offered practi-
cal guidance on scientific
farming practices, efficient
water management, crop
diversification, and climate-
resilient agriculture, stress-
ing that timely planning and
informed crop selection
would be crucial in mitigat-
ing the impact of El Nino on
Telangana's farming sector.

Tummala Urges Farmers to Adopt Water-Saving Crops Amid El Nino
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Hyderabad In-charge
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
on Tuesday inspected the
Basti Dawakhana at
Vinayaka Nagar in
Borabanda under the Jubilee
Hills constituency and direct-
ed officials to strengthen
healthcare services, improve
patient outreach, and ensure
quality treatment at all
neighborhood clinics across
the city.
The Minister was accompa-
nied by Jubilee Hills MLA
Naveen Yadav during the
inspection. GHMC
Commissioner R.V. Karnan,
Hyderabad District Collector
Priyanka Ala, District
Medical and Health Officer
(DMHO) Srinivas, and
Medical Officer Dr. Priyanka
were also present.
During the visit, Ponnam
Prabhakar reviewed the
treatment being provided to
patients and interacted with

healthcare staff. Officials
informed him that the clinic
receives around 100 to 150
outpatients daily. The
Minister instructed staff to
increase patient footfall by
building greater public confi-
dence and to treat every
patient with compassion and
dignity.
To assess the facilities first-
hand, the Minister under-
went blood sugar, blood, and
blood pressure tests at the
clinic. He directed medical

personnel to ensure that all
essential diagnostic tests are
conducted for patients with-
out refusal and that no one is
denied basic healthcare serv-
ices.
Ponnam Prabhakar said the
state government has
appointed special officers for
all 169 Basti Dawakhanas in
Hyderabad to closely moni-
tor their functioning. These
officers have been instructed
to inspect the clinics, assess
treatment quality, evaluate

infrastructure, identify staff
shortages, and submit
detailed reports with recom-
mendations for improve-
ment.
During the inspection, the
Minister was informed about
a vacancy for a staff nurse at
the Vinayaka Nagar Basti
Dawakhana. He assured that
the issue would be taken up
with the government and
resolved at the earliest.
He said the government has
already prepared a compre-
hensive framework for
strengthening Basti
Dawakhanas by improving
infrastructure, preventing
shortages of medicines, and
enhancing public confidence
in the facilities. Stressing
that healthcare should
remain above political con-
siderations, he said every
proposal submitted by the
District Collector, DMHO,
GHMC Commissioner, or
public representatives for the
development of these clinics

would receive due attention.
The Minister added that
issues requiring policy deci-
sions would be brought to the
notice of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy for necessary
action.
Ponnam Prabhakar also
reviewed the functioning of
Hyderabad's Indiramma
Canteens, where breakfast
and lunch are being served in
collaboration with ISKCON.
He said public feedback on
the initiative has been
encouraging and that the
government is ensuring the
food served is nutritious and
hygienic.
Highlighting preparedness
for the rainy season, the
Minister said all 169 Basti
Dawakhanas in Hyderabad
have been equipped with pre-
ventive measures to effective-
ly handle seasonal and mon-
soon-related diseases, ensur-
ing uninterrupted healthcare
services for the city's resi-
dents.

Ponnam Reviews Basti Dawakhana Services 
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Telangana Health Minister
Damodara Raja Narasimha
has announced a new policy
aimed at strengthening
healthcare infrastructure in
tribal areas of the state. As
part of the initiative, CT scan
facilities will be introduced
in a phased manner at all
area hospitals operating
under the Integrated Tribal
Development Agency (ITDA)
limits.
The Minister held a virtual
review meeting with senior
officials from Kothagudem
district at the Hyderabad
Secretariat on Tuesday, dur-
ing which he reviewed
healthcare facilities and dis-
cussed measures to improve
medical services in remote

areas.
Minister Damodara stated
that CT scan services would
initially be provided at
selected hospitals and gradu-
ally expanded to all eligible
area hospitals under ITDA
jurisdictions. He gave
approval for establishing CT
scan facilities at
B h a d r a c h a l a m ,
Aswaraopeta, and Yellandu
area hospitals.
He also announced plans to
establish new sub-centres
and Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) wherever required
and upgrade existing PHCs,
Community Health Centres
(CHCs), and area hospitals to
provide better healthcare
access to tribal communities.
Highlighting the challenges
faced by remote forest areas,

the Minister said generators
would be installed at PHCs
located in forest regions,
including those in
Kothagudem district, to
ensure uninterrupted med-
ical services. He further
announced that ambulances
would be made available for
every mandal, along with
CHCs and area hospitals, to
improve emergency response
facilities.

The Minister revealed that
four additional dialysis cen-
tres would be sanctioned in
the district and efforts would
be made to expand the dialy-
sis network so that patients
can access treatment facili-
ties within a 20-minute travel
distance.
As part of infrastructure
development, the govern-
ment has decided to upgrade
PHCs at Patwarigudem and
Annaperatipalli. A new sub-
centre will also be estab-
lished at Gandugulapalli.
Further, plans have been ini-
tiated to upgrade the
Komuraram hospital and
establish a new Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) at Illandu.
Minister Damodara empha-
sized the importance of doc-
tors' accountability and

warned that strict action
would be taken against med-
ical staff found negligent in
their duties. He announced
that attendance monitoring
of doctors across Telangana
would soon be connected to a
central command control
centre to ensure better super-
vision and availability of
healthcare personnel.
The Minister stated that the
government's focus is to pro-
vide quality healthcare serv-
ices to people living in tribal
and remote regions by
improving infrastructure,
increasing medical facilities,
and ensuring timely treat-
ment. The proposed meas-
ures are expected to signifi-
cantly strengthen the public
healthcare system in ITDA
areas.

CT Scans to Reach Tribal Hospitals in Phases
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Union Minister of State for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Suresh Gopi on Tuesday
called upon students to
become ambassadors of
cleanliness and environmen-
tal conservation, emphasiz-
ing that cleanliness is not
merely a campaign but a way
of life built on personal
responsibility and public
participation.
The Minister was addressing
a Swachhta Pakhwada pro-
gramme jointly organised by
Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs) at the Telangana
Social Welfare Residential
Centre for Excellence in
Hyderabad.
Addressing students, Suresh
Gopi said the Swachh Bharat
Mission, launched under the
leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, has trans-
formed cleanliness into a
nationwide people's move-
ment. He remarked that
every clean classroom, litter-
free street, and green campus
reflects the character of
responsible citizens and con-
tributes to the nation's devel-
opment.
As part of the event, the
Minister participated in a
tree plantation drive under
the "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam"
campaign. He urged students
to nurture every sapling with
care, describing trees as one
of the greatest gifts that can
be passed on to future gener-
ations. He said trees provide
clean air, shade, biodiversity,
and a healthier environment,
and appealed to every family
to plant and protect at least
one tree to help build a green-
er Telangana and a greener

India.
Suresh Gopi also highlighted
the commitment of the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas towards sustain-
able development alongside
ensuring the country's ener-
gy security. He appreciated

the joint efforts of Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL),
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL),
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL),
Reliance Industries Limited,
and Nayara Energy for
organizing the programme,
stating that such initiatives
reflect the energy sector's
contribution to nation-build-
ing beyond its core business.
Encouraging students to
become responsible citizens,
the Minister urged them to
uphold discipline, compas-
sion, integrity, and respect
for nature. He stressed that
excellence should not be
measured solely by academic
achievements but also by
civic responsibility. He
advised students to keep
their classrooms clean, con-
serve water and electricity,

avoid single-use plastics, pro-
tect public property, and
actively participate in envi-
ronmental conservation.
Referring to the vision of
Viksit Bharat@2047, Suresh
Gopi said every citizen has a
vital role in promoting clean-
liness, environmental protec-
tion, health, education, and
social responsibility. He
called upon everyone to make
the spirit of Swachhta a life-
long commitment and work
collectively towards building
a cleaner, greener, healthier,
and more compassionate
India.
The programme was attend-
ed by MP Konda Visweswara
Reddy, Piyush Mittal,
Executive Director and State
Head (Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh), along with senior
officials of the participating
oil companies.

Suresh Gopi Urges Students to Champion Cleanliness
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Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar on Tuesday expressed
profound grief over the
demise of former Andhra
Pradesh minister and veteran
Kapu movement leader
Mudragada Padmanabham,
describing him as a leader
who proved that standing
with the people is greater
than holding public office.
Mudragada Padmanabham
passed away at a hospital in
Hyderabad after battling res-
piratory ailments. Born in
1953 in Kirlampudi village of
East Godavari district, he
entered politics in 1978 when
he was elected as an MLA on a

Janata Party ticket. He repre-
sented the constituency for
four consecutive terms until
1989 and later served as a min-
ister in the governments
headed by N.T. Rama Rao and
M. Chenna Reddy. Ahead of
the 2024 elections, he joined

the YSR Congress Party.In a
condolence statement, Bandi
Sanjay described Mudragada
as a symbol of the Kapu com-
munity's self-respect and a
tireless champion of its
rights. He said the veteran
leader dedicated his life to

highlighting the social, eco-
nomic, and political aspira-
tions of the Kapu community
and remained committed to
public causes throughout his
political career.The Union
Minister recalled that
Mudragada led several agita-
tions, including hunger
strikes, to press for reserva-
tions and greater recognition
for the Kapu community. He
said the leader remained
steadfast in his convictions
despite facing arrests, police
action, and political pressure,
demonstrating remarkable
courage and determination.
Bandi Sanjay noted that
Mudragada consistently
raised public issues irrespec-
tive of whether he was in

power or in the opposition.
His integrity, commitment,
and willingness to sacrifice
personal comfort for the caus-
es he believed in earned him
widespread respect across
political lines, he said. 

Descri bing
Mudragada's passing as a sig-
nificant loss to the Telugu
states, Bandi Sanjay said his
contributions to public life
and his role in shaping the
Kapu movement would con-
tinue to inspire future genera-
tions.He prayed for the
departed leader's soul to rest
in peace and conveyed his
heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family members,
admirers, supporters, and fol-
lowers.

Bandi Sanjay Pays Tribute to Mudragada Padmanabham
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Hyderabad In-charge
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
on Tuesday reviewed the
ongoing voter revision
process in Borabanda under
the Jubilee Hills Assembly
constituency and urged offi-
cials, political party represen-
tatives, and citizens to work
together to ensure that no eli-
gible voter is left out of the
electoral rolls.
The Minister, accompanied by
Jubilee Hills MLA Naveen
Yadav, inspected the enumera-
tion process and interacted
with officials involved in the
revision exercise. Noting that
only 10 days remain before the
completion of the drive on
July 24, he stressed the impor-
tance of close coordination
between Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) and Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) to prevent the

deletion of any genuine voter.
Ponnam Prabhakar said the
voter revision exercise is
being carried out across
Telangana, but observed that
the pace of work in Hyder
abad is comparatively slower
than in rural districts. He
noted that while nearly 80 per-
cent of the work, including
online submissions, has been
completed in rural areas, the

city still has considerable
ground to cover.Emphasizing
the significance of the exer-
cise, the Minister said every
eligible voter must submit the
required enumeration form to
ensure that their name
remains on the electoral roll.
He called for extensive public
awareness campaigns so that
citizens understand the
importance of completing the

process within the stipulated
deadline.He urged political
parties to actively involve
their BLAs in coordinating
with BLOs and monitoring
the revision process at polling
booth level. Legislators and
public representatives, he
said, should personally
inspect the exercise in their
constituencies to ensure
transparency and smooth
implementation."The right to
vote is the foundation of
democracy, and not a single
eligible vote should be lost
during this revision process,"
the Minister said.Ponnam
Prabhakar also clarified that
the voter revision exercise
should not create any hurdles
for citizens in accessing gov-
ernment welfare schemes
such as ration cards or
Indiramma housing benefits.
He urged officials to ensure
that the electoral verification

process remains separate
from welfare delivery mecha-
nisms.Expressing concern
over reports of attacks on
Booth Level Officers in some
areas, the Minister con-
demned such incidents and
appealed to the public to coop-
erate with officials carrying
out the revision exercise. He
said BLOs are performing an
important constitutional
responsibility and should be
allowed to discharge their
duties without intimidat
ion.The Minister added that
the issue falls under the
Election Commi ssion's juris-
diction and noted that his
party has also sought an
extension of the voter revi-
sion deadline to facilitate
wider public participation
and ensure that every eligible
citizen gets an opportunity to
complete the process.

Ponnam Reviews Voter Revision Drive, Calls for Greater Coordination

Fresh Coal Block to 
Fuel Singareni Growth
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BJP Telangana State President N. Ramchander Rao on
Tuesday described the Centre's allocation of the
Tadicherla-2 coal block to Singareni Collieries Company
Limited (SCCL) as a historic decision that would
strengthen the public sector mining company, safeguard
the interests of its workers, and provide long-term eco-
nomic benefits to Telangana.Addressing a large gather-
ing of party workers in Mancherial during the 'Singareni
Bharosa Yatra', Ramchander Rao said the allocation of
the Tadicherla-2 coal block through the nomination
route, instead of the conventional auction process, was
an unprecedented decision that would enable Singareni
to undertake coal production without the burden of pay-
ing hefty auction premiums.He said the block has suffi-
cient coal reserves to sustain production for nearly 40 to
50 years and generate substantial revenue for the compa-
ny. According to him, the decision reflects the Central
Government's commitment to preserving Singareni as a
strong and profitable public sector enterprise while pro-
tecting the interests of its workforce.Ramchander Rao
credited Union Minister for Coal and Mines G. Kishan
Reddy for playing a decisive role in securing the alloca-
tion. He recalled that Kishan Reddy had toured the
Singareni region long before becoming a Union Minister,
interacted with workers, and consistently raised their
concerns at various forums. He also thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for approving what he described
as a landmark decision for Telangana.The BJP leader
said he had personally raised several issues concerning
Singareni during his tenure as a Member of the
Legislative Council and had gained firsthand knowledge
of workers' problems while campaigning for the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) during trade union
elections.Launching a political attack on the Congress
government, Ramchander Rao alleged that SCCL is fac-
ing financial stress because of state government policies.
He accused the government of placing an unnecessary
financial burden on the organisation and diverting
resources generated through the hard work of Singareni
employees to unrelated activities.He also criticised both
the Congress and Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS), alleging
that the two parties have failed to fulfil promises made to
students, farmers, employees, unemployed youth, pen-
sioners and Singareni workers. Describing the Congress
and BRS as "two sides of the same coin," he accused both
parties of corruption and misleading the people of
Telangana.Ramchander Rao further claimed that the
Narendra Modi-led government has allocated nearly ?13
lakh crore for Telangana's development through invest-
ments in national highways, railway infrastructure,
industries, industrial parks and welfare programmes. He
alleged that despite these initiatives, the state govern-
ment continues to spread misinformation against the
Centre for political reasons.The BJP leader asserted that
the Centre remains committed to strengthening
Singareni and restoring it to sustained profitability
through initiatives such as the allocation of the
Tadicherla-2 and Naini coal blocks. He questioned why
previous governments had failed to secure similar alloca-
tions despite being in power for several years.He
appealed to party workers to make the Singareni Bharosa
Yatra a movement that extends beyond labour issues and
serves as the foundation for the BJP's political expansion
in Telangana. Expressing confidence that the people are
seeking an alternative after successive governments led
by the BRS and Congress, Ramchander Rao said the BJP
is prepared to provide a transparent and development-
oriented administration in the state. Reiterating the
party's commitment to Singareni workers, he said the
BJP would continue to support measures aimed at pro-
tecting employees' rights while ensuring the long-term
growth and sustainability of the coal mining company.

BRS Leaders Mourn Mudragada's Demise
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Top BRS leaders K. Chandrashekar Rao (KCR), K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR), and Harish Rao expressed deep shock and
grief over the passing of former minister and Kapu
movement leader Mudragada Padmanabha Reddy. They
recalled his contributions to public life and praised his
efforts for the welfare and rights of the Kapu community.
The BRS leaders conveyed their heartfelt condolences to
Mudragada's family members, admirers, and followers
on behalf of the party. They described his demise as a
major loss to social movements and politics in the Telugu
states.Former Telangana Chief Minister KCR stated that
Mudragada Padmanabha Reddy was a leader who stood
firmly for the causes he believed in and fought an uncom-
promising battle throughout his life. He praised
Mudragada's political journey, during which he was elect-
ed as an MLA multiple times and served as a minister in
the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh government.KCR high-
lighted Mudragada's dedicated efforts towards the uplift-
ment of the Kapu community, stating that he worked with
commitment to secure rights and recognition for the
community and allied sections. He described Mudragada
as a leader who followed his principles without compro-
mise and said his death was an irreparable loss to social
movements.BRS Working President KTR also expressed
sorrow over Mudragada's demise. He said Mudragada
would be remembered as a prominent leader who served
the people as an MLA and minister while continuously
fighting for the interests of the Kapu community.KTR
stated that Mudragada's contribution to public life and
social movements would remain significant in the histo-
ry of Telugu politics. He conveyed his condolences to the
bereaved family and prayed for peace to the departed
soul.Former minister and Siddipet MLA Harish Rao said
Mudragada Padmanabha Reddy had left an unforgettable
mark on public life through his dedication and struggles.
He praised Mudragada as a leader who tirelessly worked
for the rights of the Kapu community and recalled his
long political career.Harish Rao described Mudragada's
death as an irreparable loss to the politics of the Telugu
states and extended his deepest condolences to his family
members, supporters, and followers. He prayed for
strength to the bereaved family during this difficult time.
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Telangana Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar on Tuesday
defended the state govern-
ment's handling of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project, stating that all deci-
sions regarding the project
would be taken strictly on the
recommendations of techni-
cal experts and the National
Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA), while accusing the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) of attempting to politi-
cize the issue.
Addressing a media confer-
ence at the MLA Quarters in
Hyderabad, the Minister said
concerns over the project
should not be viewed through
a political lens, particularly at
a time when experts have
warned of possible rainfall
deficits due to the impact of
El Niño.
He said several scientists and
the India Meteorological
Department have indicated
the possibility of below-nor-
mal rainfall, and the govern-
ment has already begun issu-
ing advisories to help farmers
prepare for any drought-like
conditions. Farmers, he

added, are being encouraged
to consider alternative crops
that require less water.
Ponnam Prabhakar alleged
that structural issues in the
Kaleshwaram project had
emerged before the Congress
government assumed office
and blamed the previous BRS
administration for the pres-
ent condition of the project.
He claimed the government
would launch an outreach
campaign across villages to
explain the facts surrounding
the project and counter what
he described as misinforma-
tion.
The Minister maintained that
the government would strict-
ly adhere to the recommenda-
tions of engineers and dam
safety experts. "We are not
engineers. We will act accord-
ing to the advice of technical
experts and the National Dam
Safety Authority," he said.
He added that if the NDSA's
final report recommends fill-
ing the reservoir with water,
the government would do so
without delay. Likewise, if
experts prescribe specific
repair measures to restore the
project's functionality, those
recommendations would also

be implemented immediately.
Questioning the opposition's
criticism, Ponnam Prabhakar
said responsibility must
remain the government's fore-
most concern. "If any mishap
were to occur after filling the
reservoir without expert
approval, who would be
accountable?" he asked,
stressing that public safety
and farmers' interests would
guide every decision.
The Minister accused BRS
leaders of remaining silent

over the past two years and
now attempting to create pub-
lic anxiety by raising issues
related to Medigadda and
Kannepally. While stating
that opposition leaders K.T.
Rama Rao and T. Harish Rao
are free to offer constructive
suggestions, he urged them to
refrain from making what he
termed baseless allegations.
Drawing an analogy from
Hindu mythology, Ponnam
Prabhakar said that just as
different beings coexist har-

moniously in Lord Shiva's
divine family, the state and
Central governments should
work together despite politi-
cal differences to safeguard
Telangana's interests.
He also appealed to political
parties to avoid politicizing
humanitarian issues, includ-
ing blood donation, and called
on the opposition to offer
responsible advice instead of
engaging in confrontational
politics.
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Hyderabad In-charge
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
on Tuesday urged the Election
Commission to extend the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Telangana, citing low
progress in Hyderabad and
the need to ensure that no eli-
gible voter is left out of the
electoral rolls.
The Minister, along with
MLCs Addanki Dayakar and
Balamuri Venkat, MLAs Sri
Ganesh and Naveen Yadav,
DCC Presidents Deepak John
and Mota Rohit, TPCC
Election Commission
Coordination Committee
Chairman Rajesh, and other
senior Congress leaders, met
Telangana Chief Electoral
Officer C. Sudarshan Reddy
and submitted a representa-
tion seeking additional time
for the voter revision exercise.
Speaking to the media after
the meeting, Ponnam
Prabhakar said the voter revi-
sion process is currently
underway in 15 Assembly con-
stituencies, particularly in
Hyderabad district, where
progress has been consider-

ably slower than expected.
He noted that only around 21
percent of the voter verifica-
tion and modification process
has been completed in
Hyderabad district, while just
10 days remain before the cur-
rent deadline. Stressing that
the available time is insuffi-
cient, he appealed to the
Election Commission to grant
an extension so that every eli-
gible citizen has an opportuni-
ty to complete the process.
The Minister said Hyderabad
has nearly 4,500 polling sta-
tions, making the exercise
more challenging than in
many other parts of the state.
He also called upon students,
political party workers, and
the general public to actively
participate in the voter verifi-
cation drive during the
remaining days.
Ponnam Prabhakar said the
Congress delegation had
received complaints from sev-
eral areas that Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) were not visit-
ing every household and that
enumeration forms were not
being distributed properly. He
urged the Election
Commission to address these
field-level issues to ensure the

exercise is conducted smooth-
ly and transparently.
He pointed out that BLOs
across Telangana have
already been paid for their
work and expressed hope that
the process would gain
momentum with better coor-
dination. The Minister also
sought the cooperation of
engineering colleges, govern-
ment teachers, and the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal

Corporation (GHMC) to create
greater public awareness and
assist in completing the revi-
sion process.
Emphasising the importance
of the electoral exercise,
Ponnam Prabhakar appealed
to party workers to work
actively over the next 10 days
to protect democratic rights
by ensuring that no eligible
voter is excluded from the
electoral rolls.

He also urged citizens not to
believe rumours linking voter
registration with eligibility
for government welfare
schemes, stating that the revi-
sion exercise should not cre-
ate unnecessary apprehen-
sions among the public. He
reiterated that the objective is
to ensure that every qualified
voter is included in the elec-
toral rolls before the revision
process concludes.

Ponnam Defends Government on Kaleshwaram, Urges Responsible Politics

Congress Seeks Extension of Voter Revision Deadline
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Sri Ujjaini Mahankali Bonalu 
Preparations in Full Swing
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Preparations are in full swing for the annual Sri Ujjaini
Mahankali Bonalu Jatara in Secunderabad, with temple author-
ities announcing that the festival will be celebrated on a grand
scale from July 19 to August 5 with support from the Telangana
government.Addressing a press conference on Tuesday, Sri
Ujjaini Mahankali Devasthanam Executive Officer Manohar
Reddy, along with members of the newly constituted temple com-
mittee, outlined the arrangements being made for one of
Telangana's most significant religious festivals.
The EO said the Ashada Masam Bonalu celebrations will begin
on July 19 with the traditional 'Ghatala Edurkolu' ritual and con-
clude on August 5 after a series of religious ceremonies and fes-
tivities. The main Bonalu celebrations at the temple are sched-
uled for early next month and are expected to attract lakhs of
devotees from across Telangana and neighbouring states.
Temple authorities said elaborate arrangements have been made
to ensure a smooth and comfortable darshan experience for
devotees. Special emphasis has been placed on facilitating
women carrying Bonam offerings so that they can enter the tem-
ple and offer prayers without inconvenience.
The committee also stated that comprehensive security arrange-
ments are being put in place in coordination with the police
department to manage the large crowds expected during the fes-
tival. Crowd management measures, traffic regulation, and sur-
veillance systems will be strengthened to ensure the safety of
devotees throughout the celebrations.
Officials added that separate arrangements are being made to
ensure that visits by the Chief Minister, ministers, elected repre-
sentatives, and other VIPs do not disrupt darshan for the gener-
al public. Adequate queues, barricading, and dedicated entry
and exit routes will be provided to minimize inconvenience.
The temple administration appealed to devotees to cooperate
with officials and follow security guidelines during the festival.
It expressed confidence that the combined efforts of the govern-
ment, police, and temple authorities would ensure the smooth
and successful conduct of this year's Sri Ujjaini Mahankali
Bonalu Jatara.

Young Karate Students Honoured
with Guinness Record Certificates
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Four students from the Naveen Naik Karate Academy were felic-
itated with Guinness World Record certificates and medals after
participating in a record-breaking karate performance involving
1,212 students.The certificates and medals were presented at a
grand ceremony held at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National
Police Academy in Shivrampally on Tuesday. IPS officer
Kalmeshwar Shingenavar, Deputy Director (TAC), attended the
event as the chief guest, while Lachiram and academy head
coach Naveen Naik were present as guests of honour.The stu-
dents had earned the prestigious recognition by taking part in a
Guinness World Record attempt on April 26 at the Gachibowli
Indoor Stadium, where 1,212 participants performed basic
karate techniques continuously for 20 minutes. The achievement
set a new world record and highlighted the growing popularity of
martial arts among young students.Representing the Naveen
Naik Karate Academy, Nigna Simha Reddy, Yashwitha,
Chandana, and Dineshwar successfully participated in the
record-setting event and received their official Guinness World
Record certificates and medals during the felicitation pro-
gramme.Addressing the gathering, IPS officer Kalmeshwar
Shingenavar congratulated the students for their remarkable
accomplishment and praised their discipline, dedication, and
perseverance. He encouraged them to continue striving for excel-
lence in sports while maintaining academic success.The speak-
ers also lauded coach Naveen Naik for his commitment to nur-
turing young talent through free karate training. They appreci-
ated his efforts in identifying promising students, developing
their skills, and creating opportunities for them to compete and
excel at national and international levels.The ceremony conclud-
ed with the presentation of medals and certificates, celebrating
the students' achievement and inspiring other young martial
artists to pursue excellence through hard work, discipline, and
determination.

Harish Rao Mourns Mudragada Padmanabham's Demise
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BRS Legislature Party Deputy Leader T. Harish Rao on Tuesday
expressed profound grief over the demise of former Andhra
Pradesh Minister and senior politician Mudragada
Padmanabham, describing his passing as an irreparable loss to
the politics of the Telugu-speaking states.In a condolence mes-
sage, Harish Rao said he was deeply shocked by the death of the
veteran leader, who was widely respected for his long public life
and his unwavering commitment to the welfare and rights of the
Kapu community.He recalled that Mudragada Padmanabham
had made a lasting contribution to public service during his
political career, serving as both a legislator and a minister in the
erstwhile united Andhra Pradesh. Harish Rao noted that the sen-
ior leader earned recognition for consistently championing the
interests of the Kapu community and leaving a significant mark
on regional politics.Describing his demise as a major loss,
Harish Rao said Mudragada's contributions to public life and his
dedication to social causes would be remembered for years to
come.
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The Telangana BC Study
Circle for Empowerment
Society for Development and
Training Centre (TGBCES-
DTC), functioning under the
BC Welfare Department, has
invited applications for its
free coaching programme
for the UPSC Civil Services
Examination (Prelims-cum-
Mains) 2027.
According to a notification
issued on Tuesday, the
coaching programme will be
conducted in Hyderabad
from August 24, 2026, and
continue through the 2027
Civil Services examination
cycle. A total of 150 candi-
dates will be selected for the
programme, including 100

candidates through the open
category and 50 candidates
who qualify in the
Telangana BC Study Circle's
preliminary screening test.
Selected candidates will
receive a monthly stipend of
?5,000, subject to govern-

ment norms, along with a
one-time book allowance of
?5,000. The programme will
also provide library facili-
ties, study material, mock
tests, expert guidance, and
specialized coaching to help
aspirants prepare for both

the Preliminary and Main
examinations.
Applicants must possess a
degree from a recognized
university, be Indian citi-
zens, and be permanent resi-
dents of Telangana. The
annual family income
should not exceed ?1.50 lakh
in rural areas and ?2 lakh in
urban areas. Candidates
must also satisfy the age cri-
teria prescribed under the
UPSC Civil Services
Examination-2027 notifica-
tion.
The application process will
begin on July 15, while
online applications will be
accepted from July 17 to
August 7. Hall tickets for the
screening test can be down-
loaded from August 13, and

the screening examination
will be held on August 16.
Results will be announced
on August 19, followed by
certificate verification from
August 21. Coaching classes
are scheduled to commence
on August 24.
Director Dr. Mamidi
Harikrishna urged eligible
aspirants to submit their
applications through the
official website of the
Telangana BC Study Circle
within the stipulated time-
line. He said the programme
aims to support talented
candidates from economi-
cally weaker backgrounds
in achieving success in the
prestigious Civil Services
Examination.

Telangana BC Study Circle Invites UPSC Coaching Applications
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The acquisition of the min-
ing lease for the Tadicherla-
2 coal block marks a major
milestone for Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) and is expected to
significantly strengthen the
organization's future min-
ing operations, said T.
Srinivas, General Manager
(Coordination and
Marketing).
Speaking at a meeting held
at Singareni Bhavan in
Hyderabad on Tuesday to
celebrate the successful
securing of the Tadicherla-2
block, Srinivas described
the development as a timely
and much-needed boost for
the coal mining giant. He
emphasized that the organi-

zation urgently requires
new mines as several of its
older coal mines are nearing
the end of their operational
life.
Srinivas recalled that,
through the proactive
efforts of the Telangana gov-

ernment, Singareni had
received all necessary
approvals for the Naini coal
block last year, enabling pro-
duction to begin successful-
ly. He said the newly
acquired Tadicherla-2 block
is also expected to become

operational in the near
future, further enhancing
the company's coal produc-
tion capacity.
He noted that the
Tadicherla-2 block has the
potential to produce around
six million tonnes of coal
annually and is expected to
remain productive for near-
ly 45 years. According to
him, the addition of this
long-term mining asset will
play a crucial role in ensur-
ing sustained coal produc-
tion, strengthening the com-
pany's financial position,
and supporting Telangana's
energy requirements.
Srinivas also revealed that
efforts are underway to
secure additional coal
blocks for Singareni,
expressing confidence that

the expansion of mining
operations would help
restore the organization to
its earlier prominence and
reinforce its position as one
of India's leading coal pro-
ducers.
He extended his gratitude to
Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy and
Deputy Chief Minister and
Energy Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka for their active
support in securing the proj-
ect. He also thanked Union
Minister for Coal and Mines
G. Kishan Reddy for facili-
tating the required
approvals.
Officials and employees
from various departments of
Singareni Bhavan partici-
pated in the celebratory
meeting.

Fresh Coal Block to Fuel Singareni Growth
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A 31-year-old man was killed
and another person sus-
tained injuries after their
motorcycle was allegedly hit
by an Eicher vehicle near
the Friends Circle U-turn at
Suchitra under the
Petbasheerabad police sta-
tion limits on Tuesday
morning.
According to the police, the
accident occurred at around
11:30 a.m. when Satya Daiva
Prasad and Kadali
Dushyanth were travelling
on a Hero Glamour motorcy-
cle from Suchitra towards

Tirumalagiri. An Eicher
vehicle travelling in the
same direction reportedly
collided with the motorcy-
cle, causing both riders to be
thrown onto the road.
Kadali Dushyanth suffered
critical injuries in the
impact. Local residents
immediately shifted him to
Rush Hospital for emer-
gency treatment. Despite
the efforts of doctors, he
succumbed to his injuries at
around noon while undergo-
ing treatment.
The motorcycle rider, Satya
Daiva Prasad, also sus-
tained injuries in the acci-

dent and is currently receiv-
ing medical treatment. His

condition is reported to be
under observation.
Following the incident,
Petbasheerabad police
reached the accident spot,
conducted a preliminary
inspection, and shifted the
damaged vehicle from the
road to restore traffic move-
ment. A case has been regis-
tered based on the incident,
and an investigation has
been launched to determine
the exact circumstances
that led to the collision.
Police said legal action
would be initiated against
the driver of the Eicher
vehicle after completing the

investigation. They are also
examining eyewitness
accounts and other avail-
able evidence to ascertain
whether negligence or viola-
tion of traffic rules con-
tributed to the fatal acci-
dent.
The incident has once again
highlighted concerns over
road safety at the busy
Suchitra Friends Circle
junction, where traffic con-
gestion and frequent acci-
dents have prompted calls
from commuters for stricter
enforcement of traffic regu-
lations and improved safety
measures.

One Killed, Another Injured in Road Mishap
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The Telangana Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
on Tuesday conducted
simultaneous searches at
the residence and other
properties linked to HMDA
Chief Engineer Bachu
Ravinder as part of an
investigation into allega-
tions of possessing assets
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.
According to preliminary
information, ACB officials
uncovered several immov-
able and movable assets dur-
ing the ongoing raids.
Among the properties iden-
tified are a 3BHK flat in
Sumadhura Acropolis, a res-

idential plot in Srivari
Meadows, and documents
relating to three flats in
Vasavi Atlantis.
Investigators also traced

ownership of nearly four
acres of land located in
Shamshabad and Shabad. In
addition, a four-storey build-
ing in Masidband was iden-

tified during the searches.
Officials further found
details of seven flats in
Jadcherla and two more
flats in Kondapur.
The searches also led to the
seizure of approximately
half a kilogram of gold and
silver jewellery. Electronic
gadgets valued at around ?10
lakh were recovered, while
officials identified four
bank lockers believed to be
linked to the accused officer.
ACB officials also reported
the recovery of 18 bottles of
foreign liquor during the
raids. Based on the assets
identified so far, the prelimi-
nary value of the properties
and valuables is estimated
to exceed ?5 crore.

The Anti-Corruption
Bureau stated that the
searches are still in
progress and that the total
value of the assets is likely
to increase as verification
continues. Officials are
examining property docu-
ments, financial records,
and other evidence to deter-
mine whether the assets are
disproportionate to the offi-
cer's known sources of
income.
The ACB is expected to
release a detailed statement
after the completion of the
searches and verification
process. Further legal
action will be taken based
on the findings of the inves-
tigation.

ACB Raids HMDA Chief Engineer Over Disproportionate Assets
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Cantonment MLA Sri Ganesh
on Tuesday said the Telan
gana government is commit-
ted to improving educational
infrastructure and ensuring
the overall well-being of stu-
dents studying in government
schools across the constituen-
cy.The legislator announced
that the state government has
sanctioned ?2 crore for the
development of various gov-
ernment schools in the
Cantonment Assembly con-
stituency. He said the funds
would be utilized to upgrade
infrastructure, improve basic
amenities, and create a better
learning environment for stu-
dents.
As part of the initiative, ?40
lakh has been earmarked for
the development of the
Rasulpura Government

School. The allocation will be
used to install a solar power
system, establish a drinking
water plant, construct a din-
ing hall and toilets, and
undertake building repairs
and other infrastructure imp
rovements.
Sri Ganesh said the govern-
ment is placing special
emphasis on strengthening
public education by providing
modern facilities in govern-
ment schools while ensuring
students receive quality edu-
cation in a safe and comfort-
able environment.
Highlighting the welfare
measures introduced by the
state, the MLA said students
are being provided with a
nutritious breakfast prepared
using millets, in addition to
the regular midday meal, to
promote better health and
nutrition.

RS.2 Crore Sanctioned for Govt Schools
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The Telangana Prohibition
and Excise Department on
Tuesday arrested a 29-year-
old man for allegedly pos-
sessing ganja in Hyderabad.
The accused was identified
as B. Abhiram, a resident of
Vasantnagar Colony. Acting
on specific information,
Excise officials conducted
an operation and appre-
hended him while he was
allegedly in possession of
the contraband.
During the search, officials
seized 850 grams of ganja
from the accused. A mobile
phone and a motorcycle
believed to have been used
in connection with the
offence were also confiscat-
ed as part of the operation.
According to Excise

Department officials, a case
has been registered against
the accused under the rele-
vant provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. He was taken
into custody for further
investigation.
Officials said they are prob-

ing the source of the contra-
band and examining
whether the accused was
involved in a larger drug
supply network operating in
the city. Efforts are also
underway to identify other
individuals who may have
been linked to the alleged
narcotics trade.

Man Arrested with 850 Grams of Ganja 
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A unique handwoven silk
saree designed to fit inside a
matchbox was offered to the
deities at the Sri
Bhramaramba Mallikarjuna
Swamy Temple in Srisailam
by renowned handloom arti-
san Nalla Vijay Kumar from
Rajanna Sircilla district.
During his visit to the temple,
Vijay Kumar presented the
extraordinary saree to
Temple Chairman Ramesh
Naidu as a devotional offer-
ing. Along with the saree, he
also gifted a miniature hand-
woven shawl, which was simi-
larly crafted to fit inside a
matchbox, showcasing the
remarkable precision and

artistry of Telangana's tradi-
tional handloom craftsman-
ship.
Despite its compact presenta-
tion, the silk saree measures

5.5 metres in length and 48
inches in width, while weigh-
ing just 200 grams. Vijay
Kumar said the creation com-
bines traditional weaving

techniques with modern
artistic innovation, reflecting
the rich heritage of
Telangana's handloom indus-
try.
The artisan is carrying for-
ward the legacy of his father,
the late Nalla Parandhamulu,
a recipient of the prestigious
'Chenetha Kala Ratna' award.
Inspired by his father's dedi-
cation to handloom weaving,
Vijay Kumar has been con-
ducting innovative experi-
ments to promote the craft
and preserve its cultural sig-
nificance.
He said the offering at
Srisailam was made as a mark
of devotion, adding that he
sought the blessings of Lord
Mallikarjuna Swamy and

Goddess Bhramaramba
before embarking on his next
ambitious handloom project.
Vijay Kumar has earned sev-
eral state and national-level
awards for his innovative cre-
ations and contributions to
the handloom sector. He
expressed confidence that tra-
ditional weaving can continue
to thrive through creativity
and innovation while preserv-
ing its cultural roots.
The rare matchbox-sized silk
saree attracted admiration
from temple authorities and
devotees alike, highlighting
the exceptional craftsman-
ship of Telangana's handloom
artisans and bringing further
recognition to the weaving
tradition of Rajanna Sircilla.

Matchbox-Sized Silk Saree and shawl  
Offered to Bramarambha Mallanna
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TPCC Working President T.
Jagga Reddy on Tuesday con-
gratulated Kung Fu
Grandmaster Pochayya for
being part of a Guinness
World Record-winning team
and lauded his contribution to
promoting martial arts in the
region.
Pochayya met Jagga Reddy in
Sangareddy and briefed him
about the record-setting
achievement. On the occa-
sion, Jagga Reddy, accompa-
nied by Telangana Youth
Association President Koona
Venu Gopala Krishna and
Congress Party Sangareddy
Town President Kiran, felici-
tated the martial arts master
with a shawl in recognition of
his accomplishment.

The Guinness World Record
was achieved on April 26 at
the Gachibowli Indoor
Stadium, where a team of

1,212 participants performed
a synchronized Kung Fu
Karate Kata demonstration.
The team executed the Kata 72

times in just 30 minutes, sur-
passing the previous world
record, which involved 600
participants performing the
Kata 30 times in one hour.
The official Guinness World
Records certificates were
received from London three
days ago, confirming the
team's achievement.
Pochayya and his disciples
represented Sangareddy dis-
trict in the record-breaking
event, bringing recognition to
the undivided Medak region
through their exceptional per-
formance. The achievement is
being hailed as a significant
milestone for the promotion
of Kung Fu and martial arts
in Telangana.
Congratulating Pochayya and
his team, Jagga Reddy praised
their dedication, discipline,

and hard work, stating that
their achievement had
brought pride to the district
and inspired young sportsper-
sons to pursue excellence.
He encouraged Pochayya to
continue promoting martial
arts and nurturing young tal-
ent with the same enthusiasm
and commitment. Jagga
Reddy expressed confidence
that such accomplishments
would motivate more youth to
participate in sports and rep-
resent the region at national
and international platforms.
The felicitation ceremony
was attended by party leaders,
martial arts enthusiasts, and
supporters, who applauded
the Guinness World Record
achievement and wished the
team continued success in
future competitions.

Jagga Reddy Felicitates Guinness Record-Holding Kung Fu Master
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The Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) has intensified prepa-
rations for its proposed 'Yuva
Sangramam' conference,
scheduled to be held on July
18 at Saroornagar Stadium,
with party leaders urging
youth from across Telangana
to participate in large num-
bers.
A preparatory meeting was
held at the camp office of
Quthbullapur MLA KP
Vivekananda in
Petbasheerabad on Tuesday.
The meeting was attended by
BRSLP Whip and
Quthbullapur MLA KP
Vivekananda, along with
MLC and BRS State Youth
Wing President Shambipur

Raju, who reviewed arrange-
ments for the event being
organized under the direction
of BRS Working President
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR).
Addressing party workers,
the leaders accused the
Congress government of fail-
ing to fulfill the promises it
made to the youth during the
Assembly elections. They
alleged that commitments
such as providing two lakh
government jobs within a
year, extending a monthly
unemployment allowance of
?4,000, and implementing ded-
icated youth welfare initia-
tives remain unfulfilled.
The leaders also claimed that
the assurances made through
the party's 13 election declara-
tions for women, Scheduled

Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
Backward Classes, minori-
ties, farmers, and youth have
not been implemented. They
further alleged that the gov-
ernment has disappointed
various sections of society by
failing to address key issues,
including employment, wel-

fare, and irrigation.
Criticizing the state adminis-
tration, the BRS leaders
accused it of suppressing dis-
sent by targeting opposition
parties, civil society organiza-
tions, employees, auto-rick-
shaw drivers, and educational
institutions that question

government policies. They
alleged that despite complet-
ing more than half of its
tenure, the Congress govern-
ment has failed to deliver on
its electoral commitments
and is struggling to sustain
existing welfare programmes.
The leaders said the 'Yuva
Sangramam' conference
would serve as a platform to
hold the government account-
able for its promises made to
the youth and to strengthen
public agitation for their
implementation.
Former public representa-
tives, local party leaders,
youth and student wing mem-
bers, and BRS activists from
the Quthbullapur constituen-
cy attended the preparatory
meeting.

BRS Calls for Massive Turnout at 'Yuva Sangramam'
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The historic Jagannath Rath
Yatra organised by the Shree
Jagannath Swamy Ramgopal
Trust will be held in
Secunderabad with tradition-
al fervour, continuing a lega-
cy of more than 130 years.
The annual procession, con-
ducted in sync with the world-
famous Rath Yatra at Puri,
will feature the deities of
Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, and Goddess
Subhadra. The centuries-old
tradition begins from the
Jagannath Temple located in
General Bazaar,
Secunderabad, and attracts
thousands of devotees every

year.According to the temple
trust, devotees will be allowed
to have darshan from 6:45 a.m.

to 1:00 p.m. on the day of the
festival. After the temple clos-
es for preparations, the grand

Rath Yatra procession will
commence at 4:00 p.m. from
the temple premises.
The procession will travel
through the streets of
General Bazaar before reach-
ing M.G. Road, where it is
scheduled to remain between
6:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
Following this, the chariot
procession will proceed
through Hill Street and
Ranigunj, before returning to
the Jagannath Temple at
around 4:00 a.m. the next
morning.The Shree Jaganna
th Swamy Ramgopal Trust
has been organising the Rath
Yatra every year with reli-
gious devotion and public par-
ticipation, making it one of

the oldest and most signifi-
cant spiritual events in
Secunderabad.
Temple authorities have
appealed to devotees to partic-
ipate in large numbers while
following the guidelines
issued by the organisers and
law enforcement agencies.
Arrangements have been
made to ensure the smooth
conduct of the procession,
with coordination among tem-
ple officials, volunteers, and
civic authorities.The annual
Rath Yatra is expected to draw
thousands of devotees from
Hyderabad and neighbouring
districts, reflecting the city's
rich cultural and religious
heritage.

Historic 130th Jagannath Rath Yatra on Schedule

Movement Veterans

Seek Long-Pending Justice
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Former student activists who played a key role in the
Telangana statehood movement from the platform of
Telangana University on Tuesday urged the government
to recognise genuine movement participants and fulfil the
promises made for their welfare.
A meeting of activists was held at the seminar hall of the
Commerce Building at Telangana University, where
around 25 former student activists participated to discuss
issues concerning their recognition and future.
Addressing the gathering, Dr. Pitla Saritha recalled the
challenges faced during the Telangana movement, saying
the activists continued their struggle despite hardships
such as the closure of hostel mess facilities and disrup-
tions to their education. She said the movement was
expanded across Nizamabad district through the efforts
of dedicated students who sacrificed valuable years of
their academic lives for the cause of statehood.
Expressing disappointment, Dr. Saritha alleged that the
government-appointed KK Committee was consulting
only a limited section of people while overlooking many
genuine activists who actively participated in the move-
ment. She urged the committee to identify and recognise
deserving activists and ensure justice for them.
The activists submitted a set of demands to the govern-
ment, including the allotment of 250-square-yard house
sites as promised in the Congress manifesto, implementa-
tion of reservations for Telangana activists on the lines of
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, regularisation of contract,
outsourcing, guest and part-time employees who partici-
pated in the movement, issuance of health cards and offi-
cial activist identity cards, and special recognition for
women activists.
During the meeting, an ad hoc committee was constituted
to coordinate the activities of Telangana University
activists and represent them before the KK Committee.
The committee includes LB Ravi Kumar, Dr. N.
Soundarya, Dr. Prasanna, Dr. M. Siddhalakshmi, Dr. E.
Srinivas Goud, Dr. Puppala Ravi, Dr. Ravinder Naik, Battu
Suresh, Santhosh, Balaraju Naik, Sudhakar, Dr. Ramesh
Naik, Dr. Bharat, Pilli Srikanth, Dr. Puli Jaipal, and Dr.
P.B. Satyam.
The newly formed committee will work towards identify-
ing remaining activists associated with Telangana
University and coordinate with the government on issues
concerning their welfare and recognition. Several
activists, including Paska Narsaiah, Vasari Sainath,
Endala Pradeep, Vijayalakshmi, Swarupa, and others,
attended the meeting.

Man Dies by Suicide
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A 32-year-old man allegedly died by suicide in Narsing
Rao Palli village under Nizamsagar mandal, police said
on Tuesday.
According to Nizamsagar Sub-Inspector J. Shiva Kumar,
the deceased was identified as Mangali Anjaiah, who had
been living in Bidar, Karnataka, for the past ten years
with his wife, Mangali Lakshmi, and their daughter,
Pooja. The family had migrated to Bidar in search of
livelihood, where Anjaiah worked in a hotel.
Police said Anjaiah had recently returned to his native
village to complete voter registration formalities. On July
11, he allegedly hanged himself using a nylon rope tied to
an iron pipe in a shed near his house.
The incident came to light on Tuesday when a villager,
Mangali Ramesh, noticed the body hanging in the shed.
With the help of local residents, the rope was cut and the
body was brought down. However, Anjaiah was found to
have already died.
Following the incident, his wife Lakshmi reached the vil-
lage and informed the police that her husband had been
struggling with alcohol addiction and had been in a state
of distress. In her complaint, she stated that she did not
suspect anyone's involvement in his death.
Based on the complaint, the Nizamsagar police registered
a case and shifted the body for post-mortem examination.
An investigation has been initiated to ascertain the cir-
cumstances surrounding the incident.
If you or someone you know is struggling with thoughts
of suicide or overwhelming emotional distress, help is
available. Reaching out to a trusted family member,
friend, or a qualified mental health professional can make
a difference. If the situation is immediate, please contact
your local emergency services or a suicide prevention
helpline without delay.

Minority Gurukul Students
Shine at District Athletics Meet
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Students of the Minority Gurukul in Bodhan have
brought laurels to their institution by winning gold
medals and securing qualification for the state-
level athletics championships at the district athlet-
ics meet held in Nizamabad.The competitions were
organised under the aegis of the District Athletics
Association at the Rajiv Gandhi Auditorium in the
district headquarters. Students from the Bodhan
Minority Gurukul displayed impressive perform-
ances across various track events, earning appreci-
ation for their sporting talent.Principal Imtiaz said
the students' achievements reflected their dedica-
tion, disciplined training, and the consistent
encouragement provided by the institution. He
expressed happiness over the selection of the ath-
letes for the upcoming state-level competitions and
congratulated them on their success.Among the
standout performers, Naveen and Syed, both Class
X students, won gold medals after delivering out-
standing performances in the middle-distance run-
ning events. They excelled in races ranging from
1,000 metres to 1,500 metres, securing their places
in the state-level athletics meet.Another student,
Vishnu, who is pursuing Intermediate second year,
was also selected to represent the district at the
state-level championships based on his perform-
ance.Principal Imtiaz, along with Physical
Education Teachers Ambari Sandeep and
Sudhakar, felicitated the successful athletes and
encouraged them to continue striving for excel-
lence in future competitions.
The achievement has been widely appreciated by
the school community and educational institutions
in Bodhan, which congratulated the students for
bringing recognition to the Minority Gurukul.
School authorities expressed confidence that the
athletes would continue their impressive perform-
ances at the state level and bring further honours to
the institution and the district.
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A government awareness pro-
gramme in Tandur village of
Bellampalli constituency
turned tense on Tuesday after
a controversy erupted over
the omission of the local Dalit
Sarpanch's photograph from
the event's invitation banner,
triggering protests and dis-
rupting the proceedings.
The programme was attended
by Bellampalli MLA Gaddam
Vinod, DCC President
Pinninti Raghunath Reddy,
and other public representa-
tives. However, the event took

an unexpected turn when
Tandur village Sarpanch
Mudimadugula Suresh object-
ed to the absence of his photo-
graph on the official banner.
The Sarpanch alleged that his
photograph had been deliber-
ately excluded despite estab-
lished protocol requiring the
inclusion of elected local rep-
resentatives in publicity
material for government pro-
grammes. He confronted DCC
President Pinninti
Raghunath Reddy during the
event, leading to a heated
exchange.
Soon after, the Sarpanch's

supporters and several local
leaders joined the protest,
alleging that the omission
amounted to an insult to a
Dalit elected representative.
Protesters raised slogans
against Tandur Mandal
President Shankar and DCC
President Pinninti
Raghunath Reddy, accusing
them of intentionally disre-
specting the Sarpanch. They
also demanded the DCC
President's resignation over
the incident.
The protest briefly brought
the programme to a standstill,
creating a tense atmosphere

at the venue. Organisers and
senior leaders attempted to
pacify the agitating support-
ers and restore normalcy.
Despite their efforts, the event
concluded amid confusion
and disorder.
Supporters of the Sarpanch
maintained that elected repre-
sentatives, irrespective of
political affiliations, deserve
equal respect and adherence
to official protocol during gov-
ernment programmes. They
insisted that such incidents
undermine democratic insti-
tutions and the dignity of
public office.

Although the situation was
eventually brought under con-
trol, the controversy over-
shadowed the awareness pro-
gramme and sparked political
discussion in the constituen-
cy. No official statement had
been issued by the organisers
regarding the omission of the
Sarpanch's photograph at the
time of filing this report. The
incident has drawn attention
to the importance of follow-
ing protocol and ensuring
equal recognition for elected
local body representatives
during official government
events.

Sarpanch Protocol Row Disrupts Government Event
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Ludwig Wittgenstein, A Phi-

losopher, says that Language 
profoundly shapes how we per-
ceive, understand, and interact 
with the world. Language is the 
primary tool for processing 
thoughts, acquiring new infor-
mation, and expressing views 
and knowledge.  It is necessary 
for learning, and it helps stu-
dents to understand complex 
concepts, share ideas, build 
memory, and nurture critical 
thinking skills. Research high-
lights that language learning is 
a powerful tool for individual 
development, yielding major 
cognitive, academic, and socio-
cultural benefits. Language 
renovates the brain to improve 
memory and problem-solving 
abilities. Even though in the 
current trends of  education, 
students need to be exposed to 
different languages, the moth-
er tongue is crucial at the foun-
dational stage, as it fosters a 
sense of  self-worth and cultur-
al identity. The NEP 2020 lan-
guage policy mandates a 
Three-Language Formula, re-
quiring students to study three 
languages, with at least two be-
ing indigenous Indian languag-
es. It heavily promotes instruc-
tion in the mother tongue or 
local language and ensures no 
specific language is forced 
upon any state. The policy rec-
ommends that, wherever pos-
sible, the medium of  instruc-
tion up to Grade 5 (and 
preferably till Grade 8) should 
be the home language, mother 
tongue, or local regional lan-
guage.  Considering these man-
dates and belief  in mother 
tongue education, most of  the 
states have introduced English 
language as an option or for-

eign language choice within 
the framework and provided 
bilingual textbooks for better 
learning and to boost academic 
performance.   

 Student performance and 
dropout from schools 

Despite all these reforms and 
frameworks, four out of  every 
10 children who enter the sys-
tem drop out before completing 
higher secondary education 
due to a lack of  learning and 
substandard pedagogical prac-
tices. It is very alarming to 
make our classrooms more 
learner-friendly, supportive, 
inclusive, and experiential to 
foster quality. India’s enrol-
ment is truly remarkable, with 
98.1% age between 6-14 years, 
but retention and quality have 
become major challenges at all 
levels. There are 76.6% of  chil-
dren in standard III grade who 
are unable to read a Standard 
II level textbook, and 74% of  
children are unable to do the 
substation; it means three out 
of  4 children in rural govern-
ment schools have not achieved 
the most basic reading bench-
mark as per ASER 2024. 
Major Hurdles.

The Indian education system 
is challenging us with severe 
multigrade and multilingual 
classrooms and a pedagogical 
crisis. There are one lakh+ 
schools (DISE 2025-26) with sin-
gle teachers in India; 89% of  
these schools are in very re-
mote and tribal villages, as 
stated by NITI Aayog. A single 
teacher is to manage multi-
grades, multi-level students, 
multilingual challenges, and 
administrative responsibilities 
in a single room with limited 
resources. On the other hand, 

at higher grades, major learn-
ing deficits among students, 
mainly due to linguistic diver-
sity, rigid classroom transac-
tions, and running behind in 
syllabus completion without 
ensuring basic and pre-requi-
site competencies of  the stu-
dents. Alongside rote learning, 
memorization without under-
standing the concepts, no scope 
for critical thinking, and stu-
dent participation in the class-
room process with deeply root-
ed issues. Regarding teacher 
professional development, 
many teachers are experienc-
ing training as occasional, lec-
ture-based sessions rather 
than sustained & practice-cen-
tred learning, with no special 
focus on structured language 
teaching, which determines 

the students’ academic perfor-
mance, a foundation for better 
learning with reading, writing, 
and comprehension as rein-
forced by the NEP 2020.
 Ground realities 

Most of  the studies indicate 
the need for language compe-
tencies among students to 
achieve age- and grade-appro-
priate competencies across the 
country.  PARAKH 2024 report 
indicated that language bench-
mark alignment drops from 
65% in Class 3 to 57% in Class 
6, and hits a low of  54% by 
Class 9.  The assessment was 
evaluated over 21 lakh students 
across India and identified 
critical gaps in foundational 
literacy and communication, 
and indicated that many stu-

dents are yet to develop higher-
order reading skills such as 
inference, critical thinking, 
and reflective engagement, 
which are essential for under-
standing complex subjects and 
concepts.
 Need of the hour 

Requires pedagogical trans-
formation from rote method to 
child-centric, with a special fo-
cus on language learning with 
a strategy of  “Language across 
the curriculum”. Teachers 
need to adopt language teach-
ing irrespective of  their sub-
ject. If  language teaching is 
weak, it affects the student's 
performance even in complex 
subjects like science, mathe-
matics, and other subjects.  
“The limits of  my language 

mean the limits of  my world.” 
It means it hinders the entire 
academic cycle, which leads to 
dropping out of  school and stu-
dents become out of  school.   

In this circumstances, we 
can draw a proven pedagogical 
strategy from a proof  of  con-
cept of  LIP – “Learning Im-
provement Programme” which 
was designed and being imple-
mented jointly by Department 
of  School Education, AP & Tel-
angana, Bal Raksha Bharat 
(Save the Children), Centre for 
Innovations in Public Systems 
(ASCI) and UNICEF to support 
the children who are behind 
the learning in grades 6-9 with 
a special focus on Language 
across the curriculum, inte-
grating the Teaching and prac-
tice period with regular sylla-

bus, bridging pre-requisite 
competencies, peer learning, 
creating a print rich environ-
ment to inculcating reading 
habits, inclusion of  mother 
tongue, reduction of  screen 
time and create an opportunity 
for student participation.

Experiential and project 
based learning, encourage stu-
dent and teacher quality con-
servations, encouraging elocu-
tion and writing competitions, 
conduct language melas to 
build a strong foundation for 
students under the lenses of  
inclusion.

  
(is an Education Analyst, 

views are personal, not related 
to his organisation)

Starting today, nearly all of  In-
dia’s exports to the UK will enjoy 
duty-free access, creating huge 
opportunities for our small busi-
nesses, farmers, fishermen, inno-
vators, women and labour-inten-
s i v e  i n d u s t r i e s  a s  t h e 
transformational Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA) comes into effect.

This is India’s most compre-
hensive Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA), and it will bring prosper-
ity by creating numerous jobs 
and business opportunities. It 
will also gradually expose Indian 
manufacturers to healthy compe-
tition that will benefit every citi-
zen with competitively priced 
high-quality goods. This will sig-
nificantly accelerate Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s Viksit 
Bharat 2047 mission.

Businesses are excited. They 
have elaborate plans to flag off  
cargoes to the UK. Gems and jew-
ellery exporters expect ship-
ments to the UK to grow 230% to 
$2.5 billion in three years, if  not 
earlier, while exporters of  engi-
neering goods expect sales to the 
UK to almost double to $7.5 bil-
lion in the next 4-5 years.

The win-win ag reement, 
signed last year in the presence 
of  PM Modi and British PM Keir 
Starmer, immediately eliminates 
duties on about 99% of  tariff  
lines, covering almost 100% of  
trade value, creating enormous 
opportunities for Indian exports, 
which are already growing hand-
s o m e l y  d e s p i t e  g l o b a l 
turbulence.

 
Young Minds, Global Finds – 

The people-centric FTA comes 

into force on July 15, which is 
also the World Youth Skills Day. 
On the same day in 2015, PM 
Modi launched the Skill India 
Mission, which is empowering 
our youth to compete, contribute 
and lead, not just in India, but 
globally.

For the benefit of  Indian youth, 
the UK has provided one of  its 
most comprehensive service 
commitments ever, covering all 
major service sectors and 137 
sub-sectors of  export interest to 
India. Enhanced market access 
and regulatory certainty will 
support Indian service providers 
in IT and IT-enabled services, fi-
nancial services, professional 
services, healthcare, education, 
engineering, telecommunica-
tions and consultancy services.

Job Creation -  The youth will 
get more job opportunities as la-
bour-intensive sectors such as 
gems and jewellery, textiles, 
leather and footwear, organic 
chemicals, plastics, auto parts, 
artisanal products and food pro-
cessing expand operations with 
greater market access.

Overall, by fostering access to 
global value chains and enhanc-
ing competitiveness, CETA will 
empower Indian youth with es-
sential skills and opportunities 
needed to participate meaning-
fully in international markets 
and drive growth.

A significant aspect of  CETA is 
the Double Contribution Conven-
tion. This landmark arrange-
ment, entering into force along-
side CETA, exempts Indian 
workers and employers from 
making dual social security con-
tributions in the UK during tem-
porary assignments. 

More than 75,000 Indian profes-
sionals and over 900 companies 
are expected to benefit from con-
tinued social security coverage 
for employees on temporary over-
seas assignments.

Grow Local, Sell Global - Indi-
an farmers will gain from easier 
access to the $37.5 billion UK 
market. This will boost exports 
of  Indian dairy products, tea, cof-
fee, spices, fruits, vegetables, 
fruit juices, meats and processed 
agriculture product. About 95% 
of  UK’s farm imports will be 
open to India duty free. Exports 
to this vast market have the po-
tential to grow 50% in three 
years. This will boost farm in-
comes and create a numerous 
jobs across the agricultural value 
chain.

Importantly, the agreement ful-

ly safeguards sensitive farm 
products such as dairy, vegeta-
bles, apples, edible oils, oats, mil-
lets, cooking oils and others by 
placing them in the sensitive list. 
No duty concessions have been 
granted to the UK on these items. 
These exclusions reflect the Modi 
government’s strategy of  prior-
itising food security, domestic 
price stability and vulnerable 
farming communities.

SMEs - Local Hustle, Global 
Muscle – PM Modi has always 
given high priority to India’s 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs). CETA has a dedicated 
chapter to help the vital SME sec-
tor that accounted for 45.8% in 
India’s total export in 2024-25. 
CETA will help SMEs with key 
provisions including faster cus-
toms processing, agreements to 

recognise and facilitate digital 
systems and paperless trade.

Apart from preferential market 
access, SMEs will benefit from 
enhanced cooperation on best 
practices related to trade, educa-
tion and finance, digital skills, 
business infrastructure and oth-
er important areas.

Big Catch for Fishermen - 
CETA is poised to significantly 
benefit India’s fishery and aqua-
culture sector which supports 
the livelihoods of  approximately 
28 million individuals. 

Enhanced market access and 
higher exports will benefit fish-
ermen of  the Andhra Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Odisha, and 
Maharashtra. It will not only 
strengthen India's fisheries ex-
ports but also contribute to the 
welfare and livelihoods of  fisher-
men and promote coastal eco-
nomic development.

A Win for Women – The land-
mark agreement, that goes far 
beyond traditional FTAs, recog-
nises the contribution of  women 
in driving sustained and inclu-
sive economic growth. It aims to 
promote opportunities and ben-
efits for women.

Both countries have committed 
to undertake various activities to 
enhance women’s access to mar-
kets and emerging sectors, pro-
moting financial inclusion and 
literacy, promoting equal oppor-
tunities for women in the work-
place, and develop their capacity 
and skills etc.

CETA is far more than a trade 
agreement. It is a statement of  
confidence in India's capabilities 
and aspirations. It reflects a new 
India that is not merely partici-
pating in global commerce but 
helping shape it. By empowering 
our farmers, fishermen, workers, 
women entrepreneurs, MSMEs, 
professionals and youth, it will 
create opportunities that touch 
every Indian in every corner of  
the country.

(The author is Union Minister 
of  Commerce and Industry)
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The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) in Telan-
gana has been making headlines with its relent-
less crackdown on corrupt public servants. 
Hardly a week passes without reports of  raids 
on government officials, disproportionate assets 
being unearthed, or arrests made in bribery 
cases. In one of  the recent operations, the ACB 
reportedly uncovered assets worth nearly ₹500 
crore belonging to officials under investigation. 
Such actions send a strong message that corrup-
tion, irrespective of  the rank of  the accused, will 
not be tolerated.

This naturally raises a question in the minds 
of  people in the neighbouring state of  Andhra 
Pradesh. Why is the ACB in Andhra Pradesh not 
displaying the same level of  activity? Corrup-
tion is not a problem confined to one state alone. 
Public complaints about bribery, irregularities 
in government offices, and misuse of  authority 
continue to surface from different parts of  
Andhra Pradesh as well. Yet, large-scale ACB 
operations are rarely seen.

The silence has led to several questions. Is the 
ACB waiting for permission from the govern-
ment before taking action? Is the agency lacking 
the resources or operational freedom required 
to investigate corruption? Or is the government 
convinced that corruption has been eradicated 
from the state? If  none of  these explanations is 
true, then the authorities owe an answer to the 
public regarding the apparent lack of  visible 
anti-corruption initiatives.

An effective Anti-Corruption Bureau is essen-
tial for strengthening public confidence in gov-
ernance. Honest officers deserve protection, 
while dishonest officials must be held account-
able without fear or favour. Fighting corruption 
should never become a matter of  political con-
venience or selective enforcement. The rule of  
law must prevail equally in every state.

People do not expect miracles, but they do ex-
pect action. A proactive and independent anti-
corruption mechanism reassures citizens that 
public money is protected and that integrity in 
administration remains a priority. Andhra 
Pradesh, like every other state, must ensure that 
its anti-corruption institutions function with 
transparency, independence, and determina-
tion. Only then can the public truly believe that 
the fight against corruption is real and not mere-
ly a promise.

Editorial   UK Trade Deal Opens Big 
Opportunities For Every Indian

 
Where Is the Anti-

Corruption Drive In 
Andhra Pradesh?  

Editor

Education Analyst
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Modi to Launch ̀ 2,500-Crore Projects in Punjab
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is set to launch and inau-
gurate development projects 
worth around ₹2,500 crore in 
Punjab on Friday. The projects 
are aimed at boosting infra-
structure, improving connec-
tivity, and supporting econom-
ic growth in the state.

During his visit, the Prime 
Minister will participate in 
various programmes and dedi-
cate key initiatives focused on 
public welfare and regional de-

velopment. The projects are 
expected to benefit multiple 
sectors, including transporta-
tion, urban infrastructure, ag-
r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  s o c i a l 
development.

The Centre has been empha-
sizing infrastructure expan-
sion across states as part of  its 
broader development strategy. 
The Punjab projects are ex-
pected to strengthen basic fa-
cilities, improve services for 
citizens, and create new oppor-

tunities for employment and 
investment.

Punjab, known for its strong 
agricultural base and indus-
trial potential, has been wit-
nessing increased focus on im-
p rov i n g  l o g i s t i c s,  ro a d 
networks, and connectivity. 
Better infrastructure is expect-
ed to support businesses, farm-
ers, and local communities by 
reducing transportation chal-
lenges and improving market 
access.The Prime Minister’s 

visit also comes at a time when 
the Centre has been highlight-
ing cooperation between the 
Union and state governments 
for faster implementation of  
development schemes. Offi-
cials are expected to review the 
progress of  various ongoing 
initiatives during the visit.

Security arrangements have 
been strengthened ahead of  
the Prime Minister’s pro-
gramme, with authorities 
making extensive prepara-

tions to ensure smooth con-
duct of  the events.

The launch of  the projects is 
being seen as a significant 
push towards accelerating de-
velopment activities in Punjab. 
The initiatives are expected to 
contribute  to  economic 
growth, improve public facili-
ties, and strengthen the state’s 
infrastructure network.

The Prime Minister’s visit 
will also provide an opportu-
nity to highlight the govern-

ment’s focus on inclusive de-
velopment and investment in 
regional projects. The newly 
launched initiatives are ex-

pected to play a role in improv-
ing the quality of  life for peo-
ple while supporting Punjab’s 
long-term growth prospects.

India Launches UNSC Seat Campaign
India has officially launched 

its campaign for a non-perma-
nent seat on the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) for the 
2028-29 term, with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
meeting UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in New York.

During the meeting, Jais-
hankar and Guterres discussed 
several major global issues, in-
cluding conflicts in West Asia, 
Ukraine, and Sudan, along with 
challenges facing international 
peace and security. The discus-
sions come at a time when glob-
al geopolitical tensions are in-
creasing and the role of  
multilateral institutions is un-
der greater focus.

India formally launched its 
UNSC campaign under the 
theme “SHANTI: India for the 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil 2028-29 – Norms, Trust, Integ-
rity” at an event held at the UN 
headquarters. The campaign 
highlights India's focus on glob-
al peace, cooperation, transpar-
ency, and reforms in interna-
tional institutions.

The bid is part of  India's larg-
er effort to secure a greater role 
in global decision-making plat-
forms. India has consistently 
argued that the structure of  the 

UN Security Council should re-
flect current global realities and 
provide stronger representation 
to developing nations.

The election for the non-per-
manent seat will be held through 
the UN General Assembly, 
where countries from different 
regional groups vote to select 
members for two-year terms. In-
dia is expected to seek support 
from nations across regions by 
highlighting its contributions to 
UN peacekeeping missions, de-
velopment partnerships, and 
initiatives supporting the Glob-
al South.

Jaishankar's meeting with 
the UN chief  also comes amid 
India's push for reforms in glob-
al governance structures. New 
Delhi has repeatedly empha-

sized the need for a more repre-
sentative and effective Security 
Council capable of  addressing 
modern challenges such as con-
flicts, terrorism, climate change, 
and economic instability.

The launch of  the campaign 
marks another major step in In-
dia's diplomatic outreach ef-
forts. With growing economic 
and strategic influence, India 
aims to strengthen its presence 
in international forums and 
contribute more actively to 
shaping global policies.

The coming months will see 
India engage in extensive diplo-
matic consultations with UN 
member states to build support 
for its candidature and strength-
en its case for a seat at the 
world's top security body.

Assam Repatriates 1,679 
Illegal Immigrants in Two Years

The Assam government has 
said that more than 1,600 illegal 
immigrants have been repatri-
ated to Bangladesh over the 
past two years as part of  its ef-
forts to address the issue of  un-
documented migration in the 
state.

According to the state gov-
ernment, a total of  1,679 illegal 
immigrants were sent back to 
Bangladesh during the last two 
years. The action included de-
portation, expulsion, and other 
procedures carried out under 
existing immigration laws.

The government stated that 
among those sent back were 
people declared as foreigners 
by Foreigners Tribunals oper-
ating in Assam. These tribu-
nals are responsible for exam-
i n i n g  c a s e s  w h e r e  a n 
individual's citizenship status 
is under question and deciding 
whether they are Indian citi-
zens or foreigners.

The issue of  illegal immigra-
tion has remained a major po-
litical and social concern in As-
sam for several decades due to 
the state's long international 
border with Bangladesh. Au-
thorities have repeatedly high-
lighted the need to identify in-
dividuals staying in India 
without valid documents and 
take action according to the 
law.

Chief  Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma said that the repa-
triation process was carried 
out by following legal proce-
dures. He added that cases 
pending before courts were 
handled according to judicial 
directions and that action was 
taken only after completing 
necessary verification process-
es.The Assam government has 
also discussed the status of  D-
voters, or doubtful voters, in 
the state. These cases involve 
individuals whose citizenship 
documents or nationality are 
under scrutiny, and many such 
matters are examined by For-
eigners Tribunals.

The issue of  migration has 
frequently triggered political 
debates in Assam, with differ-
ent parties raising concerns 
over border security, citizen-
ship verification, and protec-
tion of  genuine citizens. The 
government has maintained 
that its measures are aimed at 
preventing illegal migration 
while ensuring that legitimate 
residents are not affected.

The latest figures highlight 
Assam's continued focus on mi-
gration-related challenges. 
With border management and 
citizenship verification re-
maining sensitive issues, the 
government's actions are ex-
pected to remain an important 
political and social topic in the 
state.

Punjab BJP Leader Faces 
Heat Over Viral Video

A political controversy has 
erupted in Punjab after a pur-
ported video of  a BJP leader 
went viral, in which she is al-
legedly heard making remarks 
about deleting voter names to 
help her party win elections. 
The comments triggered strong 
criticism from the Congress, 
which demanded action from 
the Election Commission.

In the viral clip, the leader is 
allegedly heard referring to the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) process and mentioning 
the deletion of  around 20,000–
25,000 votes to help elect a party 
candidate. The remarks led to 
accusations that the electoral 
process could be misused for 
political advantage.

Punjab Congress leaders 
strongly criticised the state-
ment and called for immediate 
intervention by the Election 
Commission. They argued that 
every eligible voter has a con-
stitutional right to vote and 
urged authorities to ensure 
that the electoral process re-
m a i n s  f r e e ,  f a i r,  a n d 
transparent.

Reacting to the controversy, 
the BJP leader rejected the al-
legations and claimed that her 
remarks were taken out of  con-
text. She clarified that the dis-

cussion was related only to the 
removal of  fake or duplicate 
voters and not genuine voters. 
She also stated that no political 
leader has the authority to di-
rectly add or remove names 
from electoral rolls, as the pro-
cess is handled by election au-
thorities according to legal 
procedures.

The leader further alleged 
that the video may have been 
selectively edited or manipu-
lated and called for an investi-
gation into its authenticity. She 
maintained that her intention 
was to highlight the need to re-
move illegal voter registrations 
rather than target genuine 
voters.

Authorities have taken note 
of  the viral video and are ex-
amining whether the footage is 
authentic or altered. Officials 
said further action would de-
pend on the findings of  the 
inquiry.

The controversy has intensi-
fied the political debate in Pun-
jab over electoral rolls, voter 
verification, and election trans-
parency. With future elections 
approaching, issues related to 
voter lists and election proce-
dures are expected to remain a 
major political flashpoint in 
the state.

Merger Claim Sparks Fresh Shiv Sena Row
The political battle within the 

Shiv Sena has intensified after 
the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena (UBT) rejected claims of  a 
merger with the Eknath Shinde-
led faction, calling such asser-
tions baseless and legally inva-
lid. The party has also warned 
rebel Lok Sabha MPs against 
seeking recognition based on 
the alleged merger.

The Uddhav Sena sent letters 
to MPs who recently moved to-
wards the Shinde faction, stat-
ing that the original party lead-
ership had neither initiated nor 
approved any merger proposal. 
The party reminded the MPs 
that they were elected to the Lok 
Sabha on the Shiv Sena (UBT) 
symbol and mandate.

The party argued that indi-
vidual legislators cannot inde-
pendently declare a merger 
without approval from the origi-
nal political organisation. Ac-
cording to the Uddhav faction, 
any such move would violate the 
principles of  the anti-defection 
law and could not be accepted 
w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  l e g a l 
procedures.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) leader-

ship has also informed the Lok 
Sabha Speaker that it would op-
pose any request seeking recog-
nition of  a separate group or 
merger by the MPs. The party 
maintained that elected repre-
sentatives do not have the au-
thority to decide the future of  
the organisation on their own.

The dispute comes amid the 
long-running internal conflict 
within the Shiv Sena, which wit-
nessed a major split after 
Eknath Shinde's rebellion in 
2022. The political crisis result-
ed in a change of  government in 
Maharashtra and triggered a 
prolonged legal battle over the 
party's name, symbol, and 
leadership.

The Shinde faction and the re-
bel MPs have maintained their 
position, while the Uddhav 
camp continues to challenge 
their claims on political and le-
gal grounds. The issue is expect-
ed to lead to further debates 
over constitutional provisions, 
merger rules, and the rights of  
elected representatives.

With both factions continuing 
their fight for legitimacy and 
control over the Shiv Sena's leg-
acy, the latest development has 
added another chapter to Maha-
rashtra's ongoing political 
struggle. The final outcome 
could have significant implica-
tions for the future of  the party 
and state politics. Prashant Kishor Enters Poll 

Fray With ̀ 96 Crore Assets
Jan Suraaj Party founder 

Prashant Kishor has declared as-
sets worth nearly ₹96 crore in his 
election affidavit while filing his 
nomination for the Bankipur As-
sembly bypoll in Bihar. The dis-
closure has drawn significant 
attention as he enters a major 
electoral contest after years of  
working as a political strategist.

According to the affidavit, 
Prashant Kishor has declared to-
tal assets of  around ₹96.06 crore, 
including movable and immova-
ble properties. His wife Dr. Ja-
hanvi Das has declared assets 
worth approximately ₹101.93 
crore, taking the combined fam-
ily wealth close to ₹198 crore.

The affidavit reveals that a sig-
nificant portion of  Kishor's 
wealth comes from his business 
interests, investments, financial 
assets, and properties. The de-
tails provide insight into his fi-
nancial background before for-
mally entering active politics.

Prashant Kishor, who previ-
ously worked as a political strat-
egist for several national and re-
gional leaders, launched the Jan 
Suraaj movement and later 
transformed it into a political 
platform. His decision to contest 
the Bankipur seat has increased 
the political significance of  the 
bypoll.

Bankipur is considered an im-
portant constituency in Bihar 
politics, and Kishor's entry has 
turned the contest into a closely 
watched battle. The election is 
being seen as a test of  whether 
his political experience, public 
outreach programmes, and cam-
paign strategy can translate into 
electoral support.

Kishor has positioned himself  
as a leader advocating political 
change in Bihar. His campaign 
has focused on issues such as bet-
ter governance, transparency, 
development, employment op-
portunities, and improving pub-
lic services.

While his supporters believe 
his entry could introduce a new 
approach to politics in the state, 
opponents have questioned his 
electoral experience and ability 
to build a strong voter base.

The declaration of  nearly ₹100 
crore in assets has become a ma-
jor talking point during the cam-
paign, adding another layer to 
the political debate surrounding 
his candidature.

As the Bankipur bypoll pro-
gresses, attention will remain 
focused on whether Prashant 
Kishor can challenge established 
political parties and establish 
Jan Suraaj as a significant force 
in Bihar's electoral landscape.

NBW Issued Against LeT 
Founder Hafiz Saeed

A special court has issued a 
non-bailable warrant against 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) founder 
Hafiz Saeed in connection with 
the Pahalgam terror attack case, 
marking a major development 
in the ongoing investigation.

The warrant was issued after 
investigating agencies named 
Hafiz Saeed as an accused in the 
case and sought legal action 
against him. Authorities have 
alleged that he was involved in 
the conspiracy behind the at-
tack and played a role through 
his links with the banned terror 
organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba.

The Pahalgam attack in Jam-
mu and Kashmir resulted in the 
deaths of  several civilians, in-
cluding tourists, and triggered 
widespread outrage across the 
country. The incident intensi-
fied concerns over cross-border 
terrorism and security threats 
in the region.

According to investigators, 
Hafiz Saeed is currently based 
in Pakistan and has not ap-
peared before Indian authori-
ties. The agencies have argued 
that legal proceedings are neces-
sary as the accused has alleg-
e d ly  avo i d e d  f a c i n g  t h e 
investigation.

The court's order is consid-
ered an important step in the 
legal process and could pave the 
way for further action under ex-
isting laws. Authorities are ex-
amining all available legal op-
tions to proceed with the case 
and ensure that those accused 
of  involvement in terror activi-
ties face trial.

Hafiz Saeed, who has been 
designated as a terrorist by In-
dia and several international 
agencies, has previously been 
accused of  involvement in ma-
jor terror operations, including 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks. He has 
denied allegations against him.

The latest development is ex-
pected to increase pressure on 
terror networks operating 
across borders. Indian security 
agencies have maintained that 
individuals responsible for at-
tacks on Indian soil must be 
brought before the law, regard-
less of  their location.

The issuance of  the non-bail-
able warrant marks a signifi-
cant stage in the Pahalgam at-
tack investigation. Authorities 
are expected to continue pursu-
ing legal measures to establish 
the role of  the accused and com-
plete the judicial process.

Karur TVK Leader Held 
After Woman's Complaint

A functionary of  Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) has 
been taken into police custody in 
Karur district, Tamil Nadu, af-
ter a woman accused him of  har-
assing her for several months 
and attempting to abduct her.

According to the complaint 
filed by the woman, the accused 
TVK leader allegedly harassed 
her for around three months. 
She claimed that he repeatedly 
followed her, stood near her 
workplace, and made inappro-
priate remarks and gestures, 
causing distress and fear.

The woman reportedly in-
formed her family members 
about the alleged harassment. 
Following this, her husband be-
gan accompanying her while 
travelling to and from work as a 
precautionary measure.

The situation escalated when 
the woman was returning home 
from work and the accused alleg-
edly stopped her on the road. She 
raised an alarm and informed 
her relatives, who immediately 
rushed to the spot.

According to police officials, 
an altercation broke out between 
the accused and the woman's 

relatives. The TVK functionary 
was allegedly attacked by them 
before police arrived at the loca-
tion and took him into custody.

The woman's family has al-
leged that there was a delay in 
police response and questioned 
the handling of  the complaint. 
They demanded strict action 
against the accused and a fair 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e 
allegations.

Police have stated that an in-
vestigation is underway and fur-
ther legal action will be taken 
based on the evidence collected. 
Statements from the complain-
ant, witnesses, and other indi-
viduals involved are being exam-
ined as part of  the probe.

The incident has created ten-

sion in the area and triggered 
discussions over women's safety, 
law and order, and the responsi-
bi l i ty  o f  pol i t ical  par ty 
members.

The accused leader is current-
ly under medical observation 
following the alleged assault. 
Authorities are continuing their 
investigation to determine the 
facts of  the case and decide the 
next course of  action.

The controversy has also cre-
ated challenges for Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam, which is work-
ing to strengthen its political 
presence in Tamil Nadu. The 
party is expected to face ques-
tions over the conduct of  its lo-
cal functionaries as the investi-
gation progresses.
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Trump Reaffirms Strong US 
Support for Saudi Arabia

US President Donald Trump 
has reaffirmed America's strong 
support for Saudi Arabia as ten-
sions in the Middle East contin-
ue to escalate amid the ongoing 
confrontation involving Iran 
and the Iran-backed Houthi re-
bels in Yemen.

During high-level discussions 
with Saudi leaders, Trump re-
portedly assured the kingdom 
that the United States would 
continue to stand by its long-
standing ally in countering se-
curity threats posed by the Hou-
this. The renewed commitment 
comes as the region faces 
heightened instability following 
recent military exchanges in-
volving Iran and its allied 
groups.

The Houthis, who control 
large parts of  Yemen, have car-
ried out repeated missile and 
drone attacks targeting Saudi 
Arabia in recent years. The re-
bel group has also expanded its 
operations by attacking com-
mercial vessels in the Red Sea, 
disrupting one of  the world's 
busiest shipping routes and 
raising concerns over global 
trade and energy supplies.

Trump emphasized the im-
portance of  maintaining region-
al security and safeguarding in-
ternational shipping lanes. He 

reiterated that the United States 
remains committed to helping 
Saudi Arabia defend its territo-
ry and strengthen its military 
capabilities against evolving 
threats.

The renewed US backing is 
also seen as part of  Washing-
ton's broader strategy to contain 
Iran's influence across the Mid-
dle East. American officials 
have repeatedly accused Tehran 
of  providing military and logis-
tical support to the Houthis, al-
legations that Iran has consist-
ently denied.

Analysts believe stronger US-
Saudi cooperation could lead to 
increased intelligence sharing, 
enhanced military coordina-
tion, and additional defence as-
sistance as both countries seek 
to counter regional security 

challenges.The latest develop-
ments come at a time when geo-
political tensions remain high 
across the Middle East, with 
conflicts involving Iran and its 
regional allies continuing to 
fuel uncertainty. Any further es-
calation could have significant 
implications for global oil mar-
kets, maritime security, and re-
gional stability.

While diplomatic efforts to re-
duce tensions are continuing, 
the United States has made it 
clear that it will continue sup-
porting its strategic partners in 
the region. Trump's renewed 
commitment underscores Wash-
ington's intention to maintain a 
strong security presence in the 
Middle East while working 
closely with Saudi Arabia to ad-
dress emerging threats.

UAE Plans Strategic Port 
to Boost Trade Security
The United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) is moving ahead with 
plans to develop a new port on 
its eastern coastline, a strate-
gic project aimed at reducing 
its dependence on the Strait of  
Hormuz, one of  the world's 
most important and vulnera-
ble maritime trade routes.

The decision comes amid 
growing geopolitical tensions 
in the Middle East and con-
cerns that any military con-
frontation involving Iran 
could  disr upt  shipping 
through the narrow waterway. 
The Strait of  Hormuz handles 
a significant share of  the 
world's crude oil and liquefied 
natural gas exports, making it 
a critical artery for global en-
ergy supplies.

By developing a port on the 
eastern coast facing the Ara-
bian Sea, the UAE hopes to cre-
ate an alternative route for 
trade and energy exports that 
bypasses the Strait of  Hor-
muz. The project is expected to 
strengthen the country's sup-
ply chain resilience and re-
duce risks associated with po-
tential regional conflicts.

The proposed port will also 
complement the UAE's exist-
ing infrastructure invest-
ments, including pipelines and 
logistics networks designed to 
transport oil and other goods 
without relying entirely on the 
Strait of  Hormuz. Officials be-
lieve these measures will en-
hance the country's long-term 
energy security and economic 
stability.

The move reflects growing 

concerns among Gulf  nations 
over the vulnerability of  mari-
time trade routes during peri-
ods of  heightened regional 
tensions. Recent conflicts and 
security incidents in the re-
gion have reinforced the need 
for alternative export and 
shipping corridors.

Industry experts believe the 
new port could improve the 
UAE's position as a global lo-
gistics and trade hub by pro-
viding greater operational 
flexibility for shipping compa-
nies and exporters. It could 
also attract additional invest-
ments in transportation, stor-
age, and industrial infrastruc-
ture along the country's 
eastern coast.

The project is expected to 
support the UAE's broader 
strategy of  diversifying its 
economy while strengthening 
its role in international trade. 
Improved connectivity to glob-
al shipping routes could en-
hance the country's competi-
t i v e n e s s  a n d  r e d u c e 
disruptions caused by geopo-
litical uncertainties.

Although construction time-
lines and investment details 
have not yet been officially dis-
closed, the proposed port is 
viewed as a significant strate-
gic initiative. As regional ten-
sions continue to influence 
global energy markets, the 
UAE's efforts to develop alter-
native trade routes are expect-
ed to play an increasingly im-
portant role in ensuring stable 
exports and uninterrupted 
commercial activity.

India Summons Iran 
Envoy Over Ship Attack

The Indian government has 
lodged a strong diplomatic pro-
test with Iran after an Indian 
crew member was killed in a 
missile strike on a merchant 
vessel transiting the Strait of  
Hormuz. Following the inci-
dent, the Ministry of  External 
Affairs (MEA) summoned the 
Iranian envoy in New Delhi to 
seek an explanation and ex-
press India's serious concern 
over the attack.

According to official reports, 
two merchant tankers travel-
ling through the southern pas-
sage of  the Strait of  Hormuz 
were hit during the attack. One 
Indian sailor lost his life, while 
several other crew members 
were injured, including multi-
ple Indian nationals. Some of  
the injured are reported to be 
in serious condition.

India strongly condemned 
the attack and stressed that the 
safety and security of  Indian 
citizens working on commer-
cial ships remains a top prior-
ity. During the meeting with 
the Iranian diplomat, the gov-
ernment conveyed its deep 
concern over the loss of  life 
and called for the protection of  
civilian shipping in one of  the 
world's busiest maritime cor-
ridors.The Strait of  Hormuz is 
a critical global shipping route 
through which nearly one-fifth 

of  the world's oil supply pass-
es. Any disruption in the re-
gion has significant implica-
tions for international trade, 
energy security, and global oil 
prices.

The attack comes amid 
heightened tensions in the 
Middle East, where military 
confrontations involving Iran 
have increased concerns over 
the safety of  commercial ves-
sels operating in the region. 
The latest incident has further 
intensified fears about mari-
time security and the risks 
faced by international ship-
ping crews.

The Indian government is 
also closely monitoring the 
condition of  the injured crew 
members and remains in con-
tact with relevant authorities 
to provide all possible assis-
tance. Officials have assured 
that every effort is being made 
to support the affected Indian 
nationals and their families.

India has reiterated its call 
for restraint and emphasized 
the importance of  ensuring 
freedom of  navigation through 
international shipping lanes. 
The government has urged all 
parties involved in the region-
al conflict to avoid actions that 
could endanger civilian lives 
or disrupt global maritime 
trade.

Oil Prices Hit Four-Week High
Global oil prices surged to 

their highest level in four 
weeks after renewed hostilities 
in the Gulf  heightened con-
cerns over potential disrup-
tions to energy supplies 
through the Strait of  Hormuz, 
one of  the world's most critical 
oil transit routes.

Brent crude prices climbed 
sharply, while US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude also 
witnessed strong gains as trad-
ers reacted to escalating geopo-
litical tensions and the possi-
bility of  supply constraints.

Market sentiment was shak-
en by the renewed confronta-
tion in the Middle East, raising 
fears that shipping through the 
Strait of  Hormuz could face 
disruptions. Nearly one-fifth 
of  the world's oil supply passes 
through this strategic water-
way, making any instability in 
the region a major concern for 
global energy markets.

Energy analysts said the rise 
in crude prices reflects grow-
ing uncertainty over the secu-
rity of  global oil supplies. In-
vestors are closely monitoring 
developments in the Gulf, as 
prolonged tensions could tight-
en supply conditions and keep 

oil prices elevated in the com-
ing weeks.

The surge in crude prices 
also affected global financial 
markets, with investors wor-
ried that higher energy costs 
could fuel inflation and influ-
ence central banks' decisions 
on interest rates. Industries 
that depend heavily on fuel, in-
cluding aviation, transporta-
tion, and manufacturing, may 
face increased operating ex-
penses if  oil prices remain 
high.

Analysts believe market vol-
atility is likely to continue un-
til there is more clarity on the 
geopolitical situation in the 
Middle East. Any further esca-
lation or disruption to major 
shipping routes could push 
crude prices higher, while dip-

lomatic efforts to reduce ten-
sions may help stabilize mar-
k e t s . Fo r  o i l - i m p o r t i n g 
countries such as India, sus-
tained high crude prices could 
increase import costs, widen 
the trade deficit, and create ad-
ditional inflationary pressure. 
Rising fuel prices can also im-
pact consumers and business-
es by increasing transporta-
tion and production expenses.

With global energy markets 
closely linked to developments 
in the Gulf  region, govern-
ments, companies, and inves-
tors are keeping a close watch 
on the situation. The direction 
of  crude prices in the coming 
days will largely depend on 
how geopolitical tensions 
evolve and whether supply 
risks continue to increase. 

UK to Declare IRGC a Terror Group

The United Kingdom is set to 
designate Iran's Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as 
a terrorist organization under 
new national security legisla-
tion, marking a significant shift 
in Britain's approach toward 
Tehran.

The move comes after a series 
of  antisemitic attacks and al-
leged Iran-linked hostile activi-
ties in the UK, including sus-
pected plots targeting Jewish 
communities, Iranian dissi-
dents, journalists, and activists. 
British authorities believe the 
IRGC and its affiliated proxy 
groups have been involved in 
operations that threaten the 
country's national security.

Under the proposed meas-
ures, supporting the IRGC or 
acting on its behalf  could be-
come a criminal offence, giving 
law enforcement agencies 

broader powers to investigate, 
arrest, and prosecute individu-
als linked to the organization. 
The new framework is intended 
to close legal loopholes and 
strengthen Britain's ability to 
respond to foreign state-backed 
threats.

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er's government has argued that 
the tougher stance is necessary 
to counter growing security 
risks posed by hostile foreign 
actors operating inside the UK. 
Officials say the legislation will 
help prevent espionage, sabo-
tage, intimidation, and other 
activities allegedly carried out 
through proxy organizations.

The IRGC is one of  Iran's 
most powerful military institu-
tions and plays a central role in 
the country's defence, intelli-
gence, and overseas operations. 
Western governments have re-

peatedly accused the force of  
supporting armed groups and 
conducting covert operations 
beyond Iran's borders, allega-
tions that Tehran has consist-
ently rejected.

Security experts believe the 
UK's decision aligns Britain 
more closely with several of  its 
allies that have already taken 
strong action against the IRGC. 
The move is also expected to in-
crease pressure on Iran at a 
time of  heightened tensions 
across the Middle East.

The proposed designation is 
subject to parliamentary ap-
proval before it comes into 
force. If  approved, it would pro-
vide British authorities with 
expanded legal powers to crack 
down on activities linked to the 
IRGC and other state-backed or-
ganizations considered a threat 
to national security.

Six Dead After PoK 
Protest Turns Violent

At least six civilians were 
killed after Pakistani security 
forces allegedly opened fire 
during violent clashes in Paki-
stan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK), 
further escalating tensions in 
the region.

The incident reportedly 
took place near Rawalakot, 
where large groups of  people 
had gathered to protest against 
the authorities. The demon-
strations soon turned violent, 
leading to confrontations be-
tween protesters and security 
personnel. According to re-
ports, the forces opened fire to 
disperse the crowd, resulting 
in multiple fatalities and sev-
eral injuries.

Among those killed were 
several local residents, while 
many others sustained inju-
ries during the clashes. The 
violence has intensified unrest 
in the region, where public re-
sentment against Islamabad 
has been growing over politi-
cal, economic, and administra-
tive issues.

Eyewitnesses claimed that 
security personnel used live 
ammunition after the protests 
spiralled out of  control. Vide-
os and images circulating on 
social media appeared to show 
chaotic scenes, with protesters 
running for safety and injured 
civilians being rushed to near-

by hospitals.
The latest violence follows 

weeks of  demonstrations in 
several parts of  Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir, where pro-
testers have been demanding 
greater rights, improved gov-
ernance, and relief  from eco-
nomic hardships. Civil society 
groups have also voiced con-
cerns over the handling of  
p u bl i c  p ro t e s t s  by  t h e 
authorities.

The incident has drawn at-
tention to the volatile situa-
tion in the region, with observ-
ers warning that continued 
unrest could further destabi-
lize the area. Calls have been 
made for restraint and an im-
partial investigation into the 
firing that led to the civilian 
deaths.

Authorities in Pakistan have 
yet to provide a detailed offi-
cial account of  the incident or 
announce whether an inquiry 
will be launched. Meanwhile, 
tensions remain high as secu-
rity forces continue to main-
tain a heavy presence in the 
affected areas.

The latest clashes add to 
growing concerns over law 
and order in Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir, where recur-
ring protests and confronta-
tions have kept the region on 
edge in recent weeks.

Man Claiming to Be 
US Citizen Held at 

Nepal Border
A 36-year-old man claiming 

to be a US citizen has been ar-
rested near the India–Nepal 
border in Uttar Pradesh after 
allegedly attempting to cross 
into Nepal without carrying 
valid travel documents. The in-
cident has prompted a detailed 
investigation by Indian secu-
rity agencies.

The man identified himself  
as Jordan Brown, claiming he 
is a resident of  California and 
a former US Navy officer. He 
was intercepted by personnel 
of  the Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) during a routine patrol 
near the Sonauli border in Ma-
harajganj district. According 
to officials, he allegedly tried 
to flee when asked to stop but 
was quickly apprehended.

During questioning, Brown 
reportedly told investigators 
that he had travelled to Thai-
land on a tourist visa, where he 
lost his passport. He further 
claimed that he entered India 
through Sri Lanka and had 
been travelling across different 
parts of  the country before 
reaching the Nepal border.

Authorities said Brown was 
not carrying any valid pass-
port, visa, or identity docu-
ments at the time of  his arrest. 
His claims regarding his iden-
tity, travel history, and former 

military service are currently 
being verified. Indian officials 
have also informed the US Em-
bassy about the incident as 
part  of  the verification 
process.

Police have registered a case 
under the Foreigners Act and 
other relevant legal provi-
sions. Investigators are exam-
ining how he entered India 
without proper documenta-
tion, how long he remained in 
the country, and the purpose 
behind his attempt to cross 
into Nepal through the sensi-
tive border region.

The arrest has drawn atten-
tion because of  the strategic 
importance of  the India–Nepal 
border, where security agen-
cies remain on high alert 
against illegal crossings and 
other cross-border activities. 
Officials have stressed that the 
investigation is ongoing, and 
no conclusions have yet been 
drawn regarding Brown's 
intentions.

Further action will depend 
on the outcome of  identity ver-
ification and the findings of  
the ongoing investigation. Au-
thorities are also coordinating 
with relevant diplomatic and 
security agencies to establish 
the complete facts surround-
ing the case.
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Sensex, Nifty End Lower Amid Global Worries
Indian benchmark equity in-

dices ended lower on Tuesday 
as weak global cues and rising 
geopolitical tensions weighed 
heavily on investor sentiment. 
Selling pressure in IT, finan-
cial and auto stocks dragged 
the markets lower, while phar-
ma stocks emerged as the big-
gest  gainers during the 
session.

The BSE Sensex declined 561 
points to close at around 77,055, 
while the NSE Nifty 50 slipped 
nearly 159 points to settle close 
to 24,052, after witnessing a 

volatile trading session. Both 
indices recovered from their 
intraday lows but failed to end 
in positive territory.

Investor sentiment re-
mained under pressure due to 
escalating tensions in the Mid-
dle East, which pushed global 
crude oil prices higher. Rising 
oil prices have renewed con-
cerns over inflation and India's 
import bill, prompting inves-
tors to adopt a cautious ap-
proach. Weak global markets 
further added to the negative 
mood.

Among sectoral indices, IT 
stocks witnessed heavy selling, 
with several frontline technol-
ogy companies ending lower. 
Banking, financial services, 
automobile and metal stocks 
also remained under pressure 
throughout the day.

On the positive side, the 
pharma sector bucked the 
broader market trend. Phar-
maceutical stocks attracted 
buying interest as investors 
shifted towards defensive sec-
tors amid growing market un-
certainty. Healthcare shares 

also ended with notable gains.
The broader market also re-

flected weakness, with both the 
mid-cap and small-cap indices 
closing in the red. Market 
breadth remained negative, in-
dicating that declining stocks 
outnumbered advancing ones 
across the exchanges.

Analysts believe that volatil-
ity is likely to continue in the 
coming sessions as investors 
closely monitor geopolitical 
developments, crude oil prices, 
global market trends and up-
coming corporate earnings. 

The progress of  the earnings 
season will play a crucial role 
in determining the market's 
near-term direction.

Despite the day's decline, 
market experts maintain that 
the long-term fundamentals of  
the Indian economy remain 
strong. However, they advise 
investors to remain cautious in 
the short term, avoid aggres-
sive positions during periods 
of  heightened volatility, and 
focus on fundamentally strong 
companies.

With global uncertainties 

continuing to dominate inves-
tor sentiment, market partici-
pants are expected to keep a 
close watch on international 

developments, institutional in-
vestment flows, crude oil pric-
es, and quarterly earnings for 
fresh market cues.

Pharma Stocks Shine Amid Market Weakness
The Nifty Pharma index out-

performed the broader market 
on Tuesday, rising nearly 1% 
even as benchmark indices end-
ed the day in the red. Strong 
buying interest in pharmaceuti-
cal stocks helped the sector 
emerge as one of  the top per-
formers, with Biocon and Divi's 
Laboratories leading the gains.

Several frontline pharma 
companies, including Sun Phar-
ma, Cipla, and Dr. Reddy's Labo-
ratories, also traded higher, re-
flecting renewed investor 
confidence in the healthcare 
sector. The rally stood out 
against a weak overall market, 
where concerns over global un-
certainties and geopolitical ten-
sions weighed on sentiment.

According to market analysts, 
three key factors drove the 
sharp rise in pharma stocks.

First, India's pharmaceutical 
market recorded over 13% year-
on-year growth in June sales, 
marking the strongest monthly 
growth since October 2023. The 

healthy demand outlook has im-
proved investor confidence in 
the sector's earnings potential.

Second, investors shifted to-
wards defensive sectors amid 
increased market volatility. 
With global uncertainties, ris-
ing crude oil prices, and geopo-
litical concerns affecting broad-
er equities, pharmaceutical 
companies were viewed as rela-
tively safe investments due to 
their stable earnings and resil-
ient business models.

Third, expectations of  strong 
quarterly earnings and contin-
ued export demand encouraged 
fresh buying in pharma stocks. 
Analysts believe improving do-
mestic sales, steady global de-
mand, and a healthy product 
pipeline could support revenue 
growth for leading pharmaceu-
tical companies in the coming 
quarters.

Biocon and Divi's Laborato-
ries emerged among the biggest 
gainers during the session, 

while other major players such 
as Sun Pharma, Cipla, and Dr. 
Reddy's Laboratories also post-
ed healthy gains. The broad-
based buying indicated growing 
optimism across the pharma-
ceutical sector rather than in-
terest in just a few individual 
stocks.

Market experts believe the 
pharma sector could continue to 
attract investor attention if  do-
mestic demand remains strong 
and global healthcare spending 
stays resilient. At the same 
time, investors are expected to 
closely monitor upcoming quar-
terly earnings for further con-
firmation of  the sector's growth 
momentum.

While the broader equity mar-
ket continues to face headwinds 
from global developments, the 
pharmaceutical sector's defen-
sive nature and improving busi-
ness fundamentals have posi-
tioned it as one of  the preferred 
investment themes in the cur-
rent market environment.

Baroda BNP Launches Services Fund
Baroda BNP Paribas Mutual 

Fund has launched the Baroda 
BNP Paribas Services Fund, a 
new thematic equity scheme 
aimed at helping investors ben-
efit from the rapid expansion of  
India's services sector. The New 
Fund Offer (NFO) is now open 
for subscription and seeks to 
capitalize on one of  the coun-
try's fastest-growing economic 
segments.

The open-ended equity fund 
will invest in companies operat-
ing across a wide range of  ser-
vice-oriented industries, in-
cluding banking and financial 
services (BFSI), information 
technology, telecommunica-
tions, healthcare, retail, hospi-
tality, logistics, media, and e-
c o m m e r c e .  U n l i k e  a 
sector-specific fund that focus-
es on a single industry, the 
scheme aims to provide diversi-
fied exposure to businesses 
driving India's expanding ser-
vices economy.

India's services sector has be-
come a major pillar of  the coun-
try's economic growth, contrib-
uting significantly to GDP, 
employment, exports, and digi-
tal transformation. Rising con-
sumer spending, rapid urbani-
sation, increasing internet 
penetration, and the govern-
ment's focus on digital infra-
structure have further strength-
ened the long-term prospects of  
service-based businesses.

The fund aims to identify 
companies with strong growth 
potential across multiple ser-

vice industries, allowing inves-
tors to participate in long-term 
structural growth rather than 
relying on the performance of  
a single sector. This diversified 
approach is expected to reduce 
concentration risk while cap-
turing opportunities across 
various se gments of  the 
economy.

According to the fund house, 
the scheme is suitable for inves-
tors with a long-term invest-
ment horizon who are willing 
to accept the risks associated 
with equity investments. As a 
thematic fund, its performance 
will largely depend on the 
growth trajectory of  companies 
operating in the services 
ecosystem.

The launch comes at a time 
when thematic investing is 
gaining popularity among re-
tail investors seeking focused 
exposure to sectors expected to 
benefit from India's long-term 
economic expansion. With ser-
vices accounting for a substan-
tial share of  the country's GDP, 

the new fund is positioned to 
benefit from evolving consump-
tion patterns, technological ad-
vancements, and increasing 
demand for quality services.

Market experts believe In-
dia's services sector is likely to 
remain one of  the key drivers 
of  economic growth over the 
coming years. Businesses in ar-
eas such as financial services, 
healthcare, technology, and dig-
ital commerce are expected to 
play an increasingly important 
role, creating attractive invest-
ment opportunities.

While the Baroda BNP Pari-
bas Services Fund offers expo-
sure to a promising theme, fi-
nancial advisors recommend 
that investors evaluate their 
risk appetite, investment goals, 
and portfolio diversification be-
fore investing in thematic mu-
tual funds. Such funds can offer 
significant long-term growth 
potential but may also experi-
ence higher volatility com-
pared to diversified equity 
schemes.

Devson Catalyst IPO Allotment Today
The basis of  allotment for the 

Devson Catalyst SME IPO is set 
to be finalized today, following 
overwhelming investor demand 
during the subscription period. 
Investors who applied for the is-
sue can check their allotment 
status through the registrar's 
website or the BSE portal using 
their  PAN or application 
number.

The ₹42.34-crore SME IPO re-
ceived an exceptional response 
from investors, with the issue be-
ing subscribed over 205 times 
overall. Strong participation was 
witnessed across all investor cat-
egories, reflecting robust confi-
dence in the company's growth 
prospects. Retail investors led 
the demand, with their reserved 
portion subscribed nearly 244 
times, while the non-institution-

al investor (NII) and qualified 
institutional buyer (QIB) seg-
ments also recorded heavy 
oversubscription.

According to grey market 
trends, the IPO is commanding a 
Grey Market Premium (GMP) of  
around ₹49 per share, indicating 
a potential listing gain of  ap-
proximately 41% over the upper 
price band of  ₹118. However, mar-

ket experts caution that GMP is 
an unofficial indicator and ac-
tual listing performance may dif-
fer depending on market condi-
tions and investor sentiment.

The public issue consisted of  a 
fresh issue worth ₹39.39 crore and 
an Offer for Sale (OFS) of  ₹2.95 
crore. The proceeds from the 
fresh issue are expected to be 
used for business expansion, 

working capital requirements, 
and other corporate purposes.

Investors who receive allot-
ment can expect the shares to be 
credited to their demat accounts 
before the scheduled listing. 
Those who do not receive shares 
will have their blocked funds re-
leased as per the IPO timetable. 
The company's shares are slated 
to list on the BSE SME platform 
on July 16.

The massive oversubscription 
and strong grey market premi-
um have made Devson Catalyst 
one of  the most closely watched 
SME IPOs in recent weeks. Mar-
ket participants will now closely 
track the listing performance to 
see whether the stock lives up to 
the high expectations generated 
d u r i n g  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n 
process.

Wealth Company 
Launches Mid Cap Fund 

The Wealth Company Mutu-
al Fund has announced the 
launch of  its new Mid Cap 
Fund, an open-ended equity 
scheme designed to help inves-
tors participate in the growth 
of  India's fast-expanding mid-
sized companies. The New 
Fund Offer (NFO) opens on 
July 15 and will remain avail-
able for subscription until July 
29.

The fund will invest predom-
inantly in mid-cap stocks, aim-
ing to identify businesses that 
have already established them-
selves but still possess signifi-
cant potential for future expan-
sion. Mid-cap companies are 
often viewed as the next gen-
eration of  market leaders, of-
fering investors an opportuni-
ty to benefit from long-term 
wealth creation.

The scheme will be bench-
marked against the Nifty Mid-
cap 150 Total Return Index 
(TRI), allowing investors to 
compare the fund's perfor-
mance with a widely followed 
mid-cap benchmark.

According to the fund house, 

India's economic growth, ris-
ing domestic consumption, 
digital transformation, and in-
creasing formalisation of  busi-
nesses are creating a favoura-
ble environment for mid-cap 
companies. Many of  these 
firms are expanding rapidly, 
improving profitability, and 
strengthening their market 
presence, making them attrac-
tive long-term investment 
opportunities.

The fund aims to build a di-
versified portfolio by investing 
across multiple sectors and in-
dustries. The investment strat-
egy will focus on companies 
with strong business models, 
capable management teams, 
healthy financials, and sus-
tainable earnings growth.

Mid-cap stocks have histori-
cally delivered attractive re-
turns over long investment ho-
rizons, although they tend to 
experience higher volatility 
than large-cap stocks. Because 
of  this, the fund is best suited 
for investors with a long-term 
investment horizon and a high-
er tolerance for market 

fluctuations.
The launch comes amid 

growing investor interest in 
mid-cap mutual funds, as many 
investors look beyond estab-
lished blue-chip companies to 
identify businesses that could 
become tomorrow's industry 
leaders.

Fund managers believe In-
dia's structural growth story, 
supported by infrastructure 
development, manufacturing 
expansion, technological inno-
vation, and rising consumer 
demand, provides a strong 
foundation for quality mid-cap 
businesses to flourish in the 
coming years.

While the Wealth Company 
Mid Cap Fund offers exposure 
to a high-growth segment of  
the equity market, financial 
experts advise investors to as-
sess their financial goals, risk 
appetite, and overall portfolio 
allocation before investing. A 
disciplined long-ter m ap-
proach and proper diversifica-
tion remain essential when in-
vesting in mid-cap-oriented 
mutual funds.

SK Hynix Set to Gain 
From Rule Changes

South Korean memory chip 
giant SK Hynix is expected to 
benefit from proposed regula-
tory changes after the coun-
try's ruling party announced 
plans to relax capital-raising 
rules for listed companies. 
The move is aimed at making 
it easier for businesses to se-
cure funding while strength-
ening South Korea's competi-
tiveness in key industries 
such as semiconductors.

The proposed reforms are 
designed to simplify the pro-
cess of  raising capital through 
equity offerings and other fi-
nancing methods. Policymak-
ers believe the changes will 
help companies respond more 
quickly to growing invest-
ment needs, particularly in 
high-tech sectors that require 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c a p i t a l 
expenditure.

SK Hynix, one of  the world's 
largest manufacturers of  
memory chips, is expected to 
be among the biggest benefi-
ciaries. The company has 
been investing heavily in ad-
vanced semiconductor tech-
nologies, including high-band-
width memory (HBM) chips 
that are witnessing strong 
global demand due to the rap-

id growth of  artificial intelli-
gence (AI) applications.

Industry experts believe 
easier access to capital would 
allow SK Hynix to accelerate 
investments in manufactur-
ing capacity, research and de-
velopment, and next-genera-
tion chip technologies. This 
could strengthen its competi-
tive position against global ri-
vals in the rapidly evolving 
semiconductor market.

The proposed policy chang-
es also reflect South Korea's 

broader strategy of  support-
ing its semiconductor indus-
try, which remains a key pillar 
of  the country's economy and 
export growth. The govern-
ment has been introducing 
several initiatives to encour-
age investment and maintain 
the nation's leadership in the 
global chip industry.

Market participants wel-
comed the proposal, noting 
that more flexible fundraising 
regulations could improve fi-
nancial efficiency for large 

corporations while also bene-
fiting smaller technology com-
panies looking to expand their 
operations.

The reforms come at a time 
when semiconductor compa-
nies worldwide are increasing 
investments to meet rising de-
mand for AI processors, data 
centers, and high-perfor-
mance computing solutions. 
Easier capital access could 
help South Korean firms re-
spond more effectively to 
these opportunities.

Although the proposal has 
generated positive sentiment 
in financial markets, the regu-
latory changes are still subject 
to the legislative process be-
fore they can be implemented. 
Investors will closely monitor 
further developments and as-
sess how the new framework 
could influence corporate fun-
draising and long-ter m 
growth across South Korea's 
technology sector.

If  approved, the reforms 
could provide a significant 
boost to companies like SK 
Hynix, enabling them to raise 
funds more efficiently and 
strengthen their position in 
the highly competitive global 
semiconductor industry.
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 Student's ̀ 81,000 France Budget Goes Viral 
An Indian student studying 

in France has gone viral after 
sharing a detailed breakdown 
of  her monthly expenses, re-
vealing that she spends nearly 
₹81,000 every month to manage 
her life abroad. While many 
viewers appreciated the trans-
parency of  her financial plan-
ning, others questioned wheth-
e r 
some of  the figures—particu-
larly her grocery expenses—
were realistic, sparking a lively 
debate on social media.

The student, Reine, a 20-year-
old pursuing her bachelor's de-

gree in the French city of  Lille, 
posted a video on Instagram ex-
plaining how she manages her 
monthly budget. According to 
her, housing is by far the biggest 
expense. She pays approximate-
ly ₹60,000 per month for shared 
accommodation that includes a 
private bathroom, making rent 
the largest portion of  her over-
all spending.

Apart from rent, Reine said 
she spends around ₹10,900 on 
groceries every month. She ex-
plained that the relatively low 
food bill is possible because she 
prepares most of  her meals at 

home instead of  eating out fre-
quently. Her disciplined ap-
proach to cooking and meal 
planning, she said, helps her 
keep grocery costs under 
control.

Transportation is another es-
sential expense. Reine purchas-
es a student travel pass that 
costs about ₹3,500 per month, al-
lowing her to commute conveni-
ently within Lille. In addition, 
she allocates ₹5,400 to ₹7,600 eve-
ry month for personal expenses 
such as shopping, meeting 
friends for coffee, dining occa-
sionally at Indian restaurants, 

and enjoying weekend outings.
The student also clarified 

that living expenses can differ 
significantly depending on the 
city, accommodation choices, 
and individual lifestyle. She 
stressed that her figures reflect 
her personal experience and are 
meant to give prospective stu-
dents a realistic idea of  what 
everyday life in France might 
cost.

Her video quickly attracted 
thousands of  comments. While 
several viewers praised her 
budgeting skills and found the 
expense breakdown useful, 

many questioned how she man-
aged to keep her monthly gro-
cery bill below ₹11,000 in France. 
Others argued that her rent ap-
peared unusually high for 
shared accommodation in Lille, 
with some claiming they had 
rented private studios for con-
siderably less.

Some users responded hu-
morously, with one commenting 
that her monthly budget exceed-
ed their entire annual budget, 
highlighting the stark contrast 
in living costs and spending 
habits across countries. Others 
pointed out that international 

students often have vastly dif-
ferent experiences depending 
on their accommodation, city, 
and personal lifestyle choices.

The discussion has once 
again drawn attention to the fi-
nancial realities of  studying 

abroad, reminding aspiring in-
ternational students that care-
ful budgeting, location, and life-
style decisions play a crucial 
role in managing expenses 
while pursuing higher educa-
tion overseas.

Loyal Dog Dies After Owner's Funeral
In a deeply emotional inci-

dent from Madhya Pradesh's 
Betul district, a 15-year-old pet 
dog reportedly died moments 
after accompanying the funer-
al procession of  its beloved 
owner, leaving family mem-
bers and onlookers in tears. 
The heartbreaking story has 
gone viral on social media, 
with many calling it a power-
ful example of  the uncondi-
tional bond between humans 
and their pets.

The owner, Pradeep Jain 
(67), passed away while under-
going treatment at AIIMS Bho-
pal. After his body was brought 
back to his home in Betul, the 
family's pet dog, Duggu, re-
fused to leave his owner's side. 
According to family members, 
the dog appeared restless and 
distressed throughout the 
night, barking continuously 
and trying to get close to 
Pradeep's body.

On the morning of  the fu-
neral, the family allowed Dug-

gu to spend a few final mo-
ments beside his owner. The 
elderly dog quietly sat near 
Pradeep Jain's body, as if  bid-
ding him a last farewell. Those 
present were moved by the 
emotional scene.

As the funeral procession 
began, Duggu reportedly 
walked alongside the bier for a 
short distance. However, mo-
ments later, the dog suddenly 
collapsed and died. Family 
members believe the loyal pet 

was unable to bear the grief  of  
losing the person with whom 
it had spent the last 15 years.

Pradeep Jain's younger 
brother, Dilip Jain, said Duggu 
had been a cherished member 
of  the family since he was a 
puppy. The dog would eagerly 
wait for Pradeep to return 
home every day, eat meals with 
him, and even become unwell 
whenever his owner fell sick. 
Their close companionship 
had become well known 

among relatives and neigh-
bours.Following the emotional 
incident, the family decided to 
give both owner and pet a final 
farewell together. While 
Pradeep Jain was cremated ac-
cording to Hindu traditions at 
Ganj Mokshdham, Duggu was 
buried nearby with full re-
spect and dignity.

The story has resonated 
with thousands online, with 
social media users expressing 
grief  and admiration for Dug-
gu's unwavering loyalty. Many 
described the incident as a re-
minder that the bond between 
humans and animals often 
goes beyond words, with pets 
offering unconditional love 
and companionship through-
out their lives.

The touching farewell has 
become a symbol of  loyalty 
and devotion, leaving many 
people emotional and reinforc-
ing the belief  that pets are not 
just animals but cherished 
members of  the family.

`2.1 Crore Job Offer 
Sparks Online Debate

A 21-year-old Indian engi-
neering student has gone viral 
after sharing screenshots of  an 
unexpected job offer that alleg-
edly came from a Pakistan-
based company. The offer, 
promising an annual salary of  
up to ₹2.1 crore along with visa 
sponsorship, has triggered 
widespread debate online, 
with many questioning wheth-
er it was a genuine opportuni-
ty, a recruitment scam, or sim-
ply an attempt to gain attention 
on social media.

The student, identified as 
Aditya, posted screenshots on 
X showing a WhatsApp conver-
sation with a recruiter claim-
ing to represent a company 
headquartered in Karachi, Pa-
kistan. According to the mes-
sages, the recruiter reached 
out after finding Aditya's pro-
file and offered him an onsite 
position with a salary ranging 
between $180,000 and $220,000 
per year (approximately ₹1.7 
crore to ₹2.1 crore). The recruit-
er also claimed that the role 
included visa sponsorship and 
that most of  the company's em-
ployees worked in the UK time 
zone.

Sharing the screenshots, 
Aditya asked social media us-
ers whether he should consid-
er accepting the offer. His post 
quickly went viral, attracting 
thousands of  reactions, com-
ments, and shares.

The unusually high salary 
package and the fact that the 
company was allegedly based 
in Pakistan immediately 
caught people's attention. 
While some users responded 
with humour, joking that they 
too would relocate for such a 
lucrative package, others re-
mained highly sceptical.

Many social media users 
pointed out that unsolicited 
job offers promising exception-
ally high salaries, overseas re-
location, and visa sponsorship 
are common warning signs as-
sociated with recruitment 
scams. Several advised the stu-

dent to thoroughly verify the 
company's background, re-
cruiter credentials, and em-
ployment details  before 
responding.

Others questioned whether 
the post itself  was authentic, 
suggesting it might be an ex-
a m p l e  o f  " e n g a g e m e n t 
farming"—a strategy where 
users post sensational or con-
troversial content primarily to 
generate likes, comments, 
shares, and online visibility 
rather than provide genuine 
information.As the discussion 
intensified, many users urged 
job seekers to remain cautious 
while dealing with unsolicited 
offers received through mes-
sa ging  plat for ms.  T hey 
stressed the importance of  
c o n d u c t i n g  b a ck g ro u n d 

checks, verifying company 
websites, confirming recruiter 
identities, and avoiding shar-
ing personal or financial infor-
mation until the legitimacy of  
an offer is established.

So far, the authenticity of  
the recruiter, the company, and 
the job offer has not been inde-
pendently verified. Whether it 
was a genuine recruitment at-
tempt, a scam, or simply a vi-
ral social media experiment 
remains unclear.

The incident has neverthe-
less sparked an important con-
versation about online recruit-
ment, digital scams, and the 
need for greater caution as 
high-paying international job 
offers continue to circulate 
a c r o s s  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
platforms.

`7 Lakh Salary, Yet 
No Financial Peace

A 29-year-old IT professional 
earning nearly ₹7 lakh a month 
has sparked an intense discus-
sion online after revealing that, 
despite his impressive income 
and substantial savings, he still 
doesn't feel financially secure. 
His story has resonated with 
thousands, highlighting the 
growing struggle between 
chasing wealth and maintain-
ing  a  healthy work- l i fe 
balance.

The techie, identified as Ro-
hit, shared his story in a video 
posted by personal finance 
coach and wealth manager An-
shuman Sharma. Rohit ex-
plained that he works two full-
time jobs—one during the day 
for an Indian company and an-
other at night for a US-based 
firm. Together, the two roles 
require him to work nearly 16 
hours a day, leaving little time 
for himself  or his family.

Despite earning around ₹7 
lakh every month, Rohit admit-
ted that he constantly worries 
about money. He recently be-
came a father and has taken on 

several financial commit-
ments, including purchasing 
an ₹85 lakh two-bedroom apart-
ment and a new car. His month-
ly expenses include a ₹60,000 
home loan EMI, a ₹28,000 car 
EMI, and household expenses 
of  around ₹1.3–1.4 lakh, making 
him feel the need to keep earn-
ing at his current pace.

What surprised many view-
ers was that Rohit has already 
built an impressive financial 
portfolio at just 29 years of  age. 
He revealed that he has around 
₹70 lakh invested in mutual 

funds, ₹2 lakh in stocks, and ₹10 
lakh in fixed deposits, taking 
his total savings to more than 
₹80 lakh.

Financial coach Anshuman 
Sharma questioned whether 
continuing such an exhausting 
lifestyle was really necessary. 
He pointed out that Rohit has 
no wedding-related debt, owns 
two properties, and has savings 
equivalent to nearly four years 
of  his current expenses. Shar-
ma suggested that instead of  
aggressively saving ₹4 lakh eve-
ry month, Rohit could choose 

to save ₹2 lakh, spend more time 
with his newborn child, and 
still retire only a few years lat-
er than originally planned.

Rohit responded that his 
long-term goal is to accumulate 
₹7–8 crore within the next five 
to six years. Once he reaches 
that target, he plans to quit his 
day job and continue working 
only in his higher-paying night 
role.The story has sparked 
widespread discussion on so-
cial media, with many profes-
sionals saying it reflects the 
silent pressure faced by high-
income earners. While finan-
cial success is often viewed as 
the ultimate goal, many users 
noted that time with family, 
personal well-being, and men-
tal health can be just as valua-
ble as a growing bank balance.

The incident has also reig-
nited conversations about mod-
ern work culture, with experts 
emphasizing that financial in-
dependence should ideally 
come without sacrificing phys-
ical health, relationships, and 
overall quality of  life.

Viral Post Warns Youth Against EMIs
A social media post advising 

young people to avoid falling 
into the trap of  Equated Month-
ly Installments (EMIs) has ig-
nited a heated debate online. 
The post argues that while 
EMIs may make expensive pur-
chases seem affordable, they 
often end up restricting finan-
cial freedom and forcing people 
into years of  repayments.

The man behind the viral 
post urged youngsters to think 
carefully before financing life-
style purchases such as smart-
phones, cars, luxury gadgets, 
and other non-essential items. 
According to him, taking loans 
for depreciating assets can lead 
to unnecessary financial stress 
and reduce one's ability to save 
or invest for the future.

He explained that many 
young professionals begin their 
careers with multiple EMIs, 
leaving a significant portion of  
their monthly salary commit-
ted to repayments. As a result, 
they often struggle to build an 
emergency fund, invest consist-
ently, or pursue personal goals 
because a large share of  their 
income is already earmarked 

for loan obligations.
The post emphasized that fi-

nancial  inde pendence is 
achieved not by earning a high 
salary alone but by controlling 
expenses and avoiding unneces-
sary debt. Instead of  buying 
everything on credit, the man 
encouraged youngsters to save 
first and purchase items only 
when they can comfortably af-
ford them.

He also advised prioritizing 
investments, emergency sav-
ings, and long-term wealth cre-
ation over lifestyle upgrades. 
According to his message, 
avoiding debt early in life pro-
vides greater flexibility to 

switch careers, start a business, 
travel, or handle unexpected fi-
nancial emergencies without 
t h e  bu rd e n  o f  m o n t h ly 
repayments.

The advice quickly went vi-
ral, attracting mixed reactions 
from social media users. Many 
agreed with the message, say-
ing that consumer culture and 
easy financing options have en-
couraged people to live beyond 
their means. Several users 
shared personal experiences of  
feeling trapped by multiple 
EMIs despite earning good 
salaries.

However, others argued that 
not all loans are harmful. Many 

pointed out that home loans 
and education loans are often 
necessary investments that can 
improve long-term financial 
stability and career prospects. 
Some also said that responsible 
borrowing, when managed 
within one's income, can help 
individuals build assets with-
out waiting for years to save the 
entire amount.

Financial experts also note 
that the key lies in distinguish-
ing between productive debt 
and lifestyle debt. Loans taken 
to acquire appreciating assets 
or improve earning potential 
may be worthwhile, whereas 
borrowing for luxury purchas-
es that quickly lose value 
should be approached with 
caution.

The discussion has once 
again highlighted the growing 
concern over lifestyle inflation 
among young professionals. 
While EMIs can make expen-
sive purchases more accessible, 
many believe financial disci-
pline, careful budgeting, and 
responsible borrowing remain 
essential for achieving long-
term financial security.

Labrador Rescued After Cannabis Poisoning 
A five-year-old black Labra-

dor named Tokyo had a terrify-
ing experience after reportedly 
consuming discarded cannabis 
while hiking on Ben Nevis, the 
highest mountain in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. The incident led 
to a dramatic mountain rescue 
operation and has sparked con-
cern among pet owners about 
hidden dangers on popular 
hiking trails.

Tokyo was hiking with her 
owner, Christina Bluhme, an 
experienced dog trainer from 
Surrey, England, along with 
her son and another pet dog. 
The group had climbed several 
hours up the mountain when 
Tokyo suddenly began behav-
ing unusually. She started stag-
gering, lost the use of  her legs, 
and drifted in and out of  con-
sciousness, leaving her owner 
fearing the worst.

With the dog unable to walk 
and the weather deteriorating 
rapidly, Christina called for 
emergency assistance. Fortu-
nately, members of  the Loch-
aber Mountain Rescue Team, 
who were already returning 
from another rescue mission, 
reached the group and immedi-
ately stepped in to help.

The rescue team carefully 
placed the 25-kilogram Labra-
dor on a stretcher and carried 
her down the steep, rocky 
mountain trail. Tokyo was 

then rushed to a veterinary 
clinic in Fort William, where 
doctors initially suspected a 
spinal injury. However, after 
further examination and con-
sultation with a poison control 
centre, veterinarians conclud-
ed that the dog's symptoms 
were consistent with cannabis 
toxicity, likely caused by in-
gesting cannabis discarded 
along the hiking route.

Veterinarians treated Tokyo 
with activated charcoal and 
supportive care. Thankfully, 
she responded well to treat-
ment and made a full recovery 
by the following day.

Relieved after the ordeal, 
Christina expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to the rescue volun-
teers and veterinary staff, say-
ing their quick response saved 
Tokyo's life. She also urged fel-
low dog owners to remain vigi-
lant, warning that harmful 

substances can sometimes be 
found even in remote and sce-
nic outdoor locations.

Experts say dogs are signifi-
cantly more sensitive to canna-
bis than humans because they 
possess a higher concentration 
of  cannabinoid receptors in 
their brains. Even a small 
amount can cause symptoms 
such as disorientation, loss of  
balance, vomiting, lethargy, 
seizures, and, in severe cases, 
unconsciousness or coma.

The incident has also high-
lighted the dedication of  vol-
unteer mountain rescue teams, 
whose timely intervention pre-
vented the situation from turn-
ing into a tragedy. It serves as 
an important reminder for hik-
ers and pet owners alike to re-
main cautious and ensure out-
door spaces are kept free of  
litter and potentially danger-
ous substances.
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India Plans ODI Rotation Ahead of World Cup
With the 2027 ICC ODI World 

Cup drawing closer, the Indian 
cricket team management is re-
portedly working on a compre-
hensive rotation policy aimed at 
keeping senior players fresh 
and injury-free for the marquee 
tournament. The strategy is ex-
pected to balance the workload 
of  experienced stars while pro-
viding promising youngsters 
with valuable international ex-
posure in the lead-up to the 
World Cup.

According to reports, the 
Board of  Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI), in consultation 
with the team management, is 

considering resting key players 
during selected bilateral ODI se-
ries over the next year. The pri-
mary objective is to avoid player 
burnout, manage fitness more 
effectively, and ensure that In-
dia's senior cricketers are in 
peak physical and mental condi-
tion when the World Cup 
begins.

One of  the biggest challenges 
in implementing the plan is ex-
pected to be convincing veter-
ans Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli to sit out selected match-
es. Both stalwarts have consist-
ently expressed their preference 
for playing regularly to main-

tain rhythm and match fitness. 
Their commitment to represent-
ing India in every available op-
portunity could make workload 
management a delicate balanc-
ing act for the coaching staff.

The proposed rotation policy 
is not intended to reduce the 
role of  the senior duo but rather 
to maximize their effectiveness 
during the World Cup. With both 
players in the later stages of  
their careers and the interna-
tional calendar becoming in-
creasingly demanding, manag-
ing their workload has become 
a priority. The team manage-
ment believes carefully planned 

breaks could help extend their 
longevity and ensure they re-
main at their best during cru-
cial ICC events.

The strategy is also expected 
to strengthen India's bench. Giv-
ing younger cricketers more op-
portunities in bilateral ODI se-
ries will allow selectors to 
assess their abilities under in-
ternational pressure and build a 
larger pool of  match-ready play-
ers. Developing reliable backup 
options for every position could 
prove vital if  injuries or loss of  
form affect the squad during 
major tournaments.

India has successfully used 

similar workload management 
strategies in Test cricket, par-
ticularly with fast bowlers and 
all-rounders, who have often 
been rested during less impor-
tant series. Extending a struc-
tured rotation policy to the ODI 
format reflects the team's long-
term planning and its focus on 
sustained success in global 
competitions.

Despite the emphasis on rest-
ing players, maintaining team 
balance and momentum will re-
main equally important. The 
management will have to iden-
tify the right matches in which 
senior players can be rested 

without disrupting the team's 
preparation or competitive 
rhythm.

Although no official an-
nouncement has been made, re-
ports indicate that discussions 
are progressing as India begins 

its roadmap towards the 2027 
ICC ODI World Cup. Player fit-
ness, squad depth, and long-
term success are expected to re-
main at the heart of  the team's 
planning as it aims to reclaim 
the coveted World Cup title.

Dilip Set to Leave 
India Coaching Staff

India's fielding coach T. Dilip 
is reportedly set to step down 
from his role after the ongoing 
ODI series against England, 
bringing an end to a successful 
stint with the national team. 
According to reports, Dilip has 
already informed the BCCI of  
his decision and is expected to 
leave the support staff  once the 
series concludes.

T. Dilip has been an integral 
part of  India's coaching setup 
over the past few years, earn-
ing widespread praise for 
transforming the team's field-
ing standards. Under his guid-
ance, India introduced several 
innovative methods to improve 
fielding performance, fitness, 

and player involvement.
One of  his most popular ini-

tiatives was the "Best Fielder" 
medal ceremony, presented af-
ter every match. The unique 
tradition became a fan favour-
ite, boosting team morale and 
encouraging healthy competi-
tion among players to excel in 
the field.

During his tenure, several 
Indian cricketers showed no-
ticeable improvement in their 
athleticism and fielding effi-
ciency. The coaching staff  con-
sistently emphasized that 
fielding could be the difference 
between winning and losing 
close matches, making it a ma-
jor focus area.

Reports suggest that Dilip's 
decision is a personal one, and 
he has already communicated 
his intentions to the board. 
However, neither the BCCI nor 
the coach has issued an official 
statement confirming the 
development.

His possible departure 
comes at a time when the In-
dian team is preparing for a 
busy international calendar, 
including major ICC tourna-
ments. The BCCI is expected to 
begin the process of  identify-
ing a suitable replacement if  
the resignation is officially 
accepted.

T. Dilip's contribution has 
extended beyond technical 

coaching. He played a key role 
in building a positive dressing-
room atmosphere through in-
novative team-building activi-
t i e s  a n d  m o t iv a t i o n a l 
initiatives, earning the respect 
of  players across generations.

If  the reports prove accu-
rate, his exit will mark the end 
of  a significant chapter in In-
dia's support staff. While the 
team will continue its prepara-
tions for upcoming assign-
ments, Dilip's efforts in raising 
India's fielding standards are 
likely to leave a lasting impact 
on the national side.

An official confirmation 
from the BCCI regarding his 
future is still awaited.

Argentina to Wear 
Blue Against England

Defending world champions 
Argentina are set to add anoth-
er fascinating chapter to one of  
football's greatest rivalries af-
ter reportedly receiving FIFA's 
approval to wear their iconic 
dark blue away kit for their up-
coming FIFA World Cup clash 
against England. While the de-
cision is primarily based on kit 
regulations, it has sparked 
widespread discussion among 
fans, many of  whom believe 
the famous blue jersey carries 
a psychological advantage 
against their old rivals.

The blue strip holds a special 
place in Argentine football his-
tory, particularly because of  its 
association with the memora-
ble 1986 FIFA World Cup quar-
ter-final against England. On 
that occasion, Diego Maradona 
produced one of  the greatest 
individual displays in World 
Cup history, scoring both the 
controversial "Hand of  God" 
goal and the breathtaking solo 
effort later named the "Goal of  
the Century." Argentina went 
on to win the tournament, ce-
menting the blue jersey's place 
in football folklore.

Because of  that historic tri-
umph, many Argentine sup-
porters regard the blue kit as a 
symbol of  confidence, resil-
ience, and success. Reports 
suggest that its return against 
England has generated excite-
ment among fans, who believe 
revisiting those famous col-
ours could provide an emotion-
al lift to the defending champi-
o n s  a h e a d  o f  a n o t h e r 

high-stakes encounter.
FIFA's approval reportedly 

allows Argentina to wear the 
away strip despite England's 
traditional white home kit. The 
governing body determines kit 
selections based on colour con-
trast guidelines to ensure both 
teams are easily distinguisha-
ble during matches. Although 
the decision follows standard 
regulations, it has become a 
major talking point because of  
the rich history shared by the 
two footballing nations.

The development has trig-
gered lively debate across so-
cial media platforms. While 
some supporters see the blue 
jersey as a clever psychological 
weapon capable of  reviving 
memories of  past victories, 
others dismiss such theories, 
arguing that modern football is 
decided by tactics, preparation, 
teamwork, and performances 
rather than the colour of  a 
team's shirt.

The Argentina-England ri-
valry remains among the fierc-
est in international football, 
shaped by decades of  unforget-
table World Cup meetings and 
dramatic moments. Every en-
counter between the two na-
tions attracts enormous global 
attention, and even seemingly 
minor details, such as the 
choice of  jerseys, often become 
subjects of  intense discussion.

Ultimately, the outcome of  
the match will be determined 
by what happens on the pitch 
rather than by history or sym-
bolism. Nevertheless, the re-
turn of  Argentina's iconic blue 
kit has added another intrigu-
ing subplot to an already capti-
vating contest. As fans eagerly 
await the World Cup show-
down, many will be watching 
to see whether the famous jer-
sey once again becomes part of  
Argentine football history or 
whether England can write a 
memorable chapter of  its own.

Spain Unfazed by France's Mind Games
The build-up to the FIFA 

World Cup semi-final between 
Spain and France has seen 
the psychological battle begin 
well before kickoff, with both 
teams looking to gain every 
possible advantage ahead of  
one of  the tournament's big-
gest matches. While France 
have praised Spain's impres-
sive form throughout the 
competition, the Spanish 
camp insists it is not paying 
attention to what it views as 
pre-match mind games.

In recent days, members of  
the French squad and coach-
ing staff  have described 
Spain as one of  the strongest 
teams in the tournament, ac-
knowledging the quality of  
their performances. However, 
Spanish players believe the 
compliments may be part of  a 
strategy to shift pressure 
onto their opponents before 
the crucial knockout clash.

Speaking ahead of  the 
semi-final, one senior Span-
ish player dismissed the dis-
cussion, saying the team was 
"not falling into that trap." He 
stressed that the players are 
fully focused on their prepa-
ration and have no intention 
of  being distracted by com-
ments made outside the dress-
ing room. According to the 
Spanish camp, success will 
depend on performance on 
the pitch rather than psycho-
logical tactics in the media.

Spain have been among the 
standout teams of  the tourna-
ment, impressing with their 
disciplined defending, quick 

passing, and attacking style 
of  play. Their consistency has 
established them as serious 
contenders for the World Cup 
title, and confidence within 
the squad remains high head-
ing into the last four.

France, meanwhile, have 
once again shown why they 
are regarded as one of  inter-
national football's strongest 
sides. Packed with experi-
enced stars who have excelled 
on the biggest stages, the 
French squad possesses both 
quality and depth. Their abil-
ity to thrive under pressure 
has made them one of  the fa-
vourites to lift the trophy.

Mind games have long been 

a feature of  major interna-
tional tournaments. Coaches 
and players often use public 
comments to ease expecta-
tions on their own teams or 
place additional pressure on 
opponents. Such psychologi-
cal tactics are considered part 
of  elite-level competition, 
particularly when a place in 
the World Cup final is at 
stake.

Despite the media attention 
surrounding the exchange of  
comments, Spain have main-
tained that they remain fo-
cused solely on executing 
their game plan. The players 
believe maintaining compo-
sure, staying mentally strong, 

and delivering another disci-
plined performance will be 
the keys to overcoming the 
French challenge.

Football fans around the 
world are eagerly awaiting 
what promises to be one of  
the most exciting matches of  
the tournament. With two Eu-
ropean giants battling for a 
place in the FIFA World Cup 
final, the contest is expected 
to feature tactical brilliance, 
world-class talent, and high-
intensity football. Regardless 
of  the pre-match psychologi-
cal battle, the outcome will 
ultimately be decided by 
which team performs better 
when the whistle blows.

Haaland's Raccoon 
Souvenir Goes Viral

Norwegian football star Er-
ling Haaland has become an 
internet sensation for an unex-
pected reason after returning 
home from the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup carrying a taxidermied 
raccoon instead of  a trophy. 
The unusual souvenir quickly 
grabbed attention on social 
media, with fans amused by 
the striker's quirky choice of  
keepsake following Norway's 
memorable campaign.

As the Norwegian squad 
landed back home after an im-
pressive run in the tourna-
ment, supporters welcomed 
the players with cheers. How-
ever, it was Haaland who stole 
the spotlight after he was seen 
stepping off  the team plane 
holding a stuffed raccoon. Im-
ages of  the bizarre item spread 
rapidly across social media 
platforms, leaving football fans 
curious about how and why the 
Manchester City striker ended 
up bringing it home.

The story behind the souve-
nir turned out to be as enter-
taining as the images them-
selves. During the World Cup 
in the United States, Haaland 
reportedly visited a western-
themed souvenir shop in Dal-
las, Texas. While browsing the 
store, he spotted a taxidermied 
raccoon holding a whiskey bot-
tle on display. Amused by the 
unusual item, the striker de-
cided to purchase it for around 
$750 and keep it as a memora-
ble reminder of  his World Cup 

experience.
After pictures of  the raccoon 

went viral, fans flooded social 
media with questions and 
jokes about the unexpected 
purchase. Staying true to his 
playful personality, Haaland 
responded with humour, jok-
ing that "It followed me home." 
He also invited supporters to 
help name the raccoon through 
an online poll, further enter-
taining fans and keeping the 
conversation alive.

Although Norway's impres-
sive World Cup journey ended 
in the quarter-finals, the team 
returned home to a warm re-
ception from supporters. Haal-
and was one of  the standout 
performers during the tourna-
ment, producing several mem-
orable displays and reinforc-
ing his reputation as one of  the 
world's leading footballers. His 
unusual souvenir has now be-

come an unexpected highlight 
of  Norway's campaign.

The stuffed raccoon has 
since emerged as one of  the 
most talked-about keepsakes 
from the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 
Fans across social media 
praised Haaland's light-heart-
ed nature, with many saying 
the quirky purchase perfectly 
reflects his sense of  humour 
away from the football field.

While Haaland will primar-
ily be remembered for his 
goals, leadership, and perfor-
mances during the World Cup, 
his unexpected "travel com-
panion" has ensured he also 
leaves the tournament with 
one of  its most entertaining 
off-field stories. The viral rac-
coon has become a symbol of  
the striker's fun-loving person-
ality and has added a memora-
ble chapter to an already re-
markable World Cup journey.
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