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All-Party Meet Ahead of Monsoon Session

New Delhi, July 12 | TPN Bureau
The Central Government has convened an all-party meeting

on July 19 at 11 a.m., a day before the commencement of
the Monsoon Session of Parliament, to discuss the

P3

Experts Urge Early Intervention After Shabad Killings

Shivaranjani

Police have intensified their
search for 35-year-old P.
Rajkumar, the prime accused
in the shocking six-murder
case in Shabad, as investiga-
tors continue to gather evi-
dence and examine the
events that allegedly preced-
ed the crime. Fresh details
from the First Information
Report (FIR) indicate that
Rajkumar had allegedly
stalked and harassed a 16-
year-old girl for nearly a year
before the horrific killings.
The incident, which claimed
the lives of six people, has
sent shockwaves across
Telangana and triggered
widespread concern over
escalating violence, revenge-
driven crimes, and the
importance of identifying
warning signs before
tragedies occur. Rajkumar is
accused of murdering the
minor girl, her mother, and
grandmother, along with his
own wife and two children,
before fleeing the scene in
his car.

According to the FIR regis-
tered by Shabad Police, a
case was filed against

Hyderabad E- Champlons Win TG20 Tltle

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau
The grand finale of

Sreenidhi University TG20
Season-1 concluded on a high
note at the Rajiv Gandhi Int
ernational Cricket Stadium,
Uppal, with Hyderabad E-
Champions emerging as the
inaugural champions after
defeating Khammam Aces in
an exciting final witnessed
by thousands of cricket
enthusiasts.

The closing ceremony was gr
aced by Telangana Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla as the
Chief Guest. He was accom-
panied by Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka
Mallu, who joined the audi-
ence in watching the closely
contested championship
match.

After the conclusion of the
match, the Governor present-
ed the championship trophy
to Hyderabad E-Champions,

while the Runners-up Trophy
was awarded to Khammam
Aces. He also distributed
medals and awards to the

tournament's outstanding
performers in recognition of
their exceptional contribu-
tions throughout the compe-
tition.

Congratulating the winning
team, runners-up, and all
participating teams, Gov
ernor Shiv Pratap Shukla
praised the players for dis-
playing remarkable talent,
discipline, and sportsman-
ship during the tournament.
He said such sporting events
play a vital role in encourag-
ing young athletes, promot-
ing a healthy competitive
spirit, and strengthening the
sporting culture across
Telangana.

The Governor also appreciat-
ed the organisers for success-
fully conducting the P3
inaugural edition

Centre Eyes Private

New Delhi, July 12 |
Bureau

The Central government is
reportedly preparing to
introduce another signifi-
cant reform in India's
defence manufacturing sec-
tor by opening missile pro-
duction to private compa-
nies. According to national
media reports, the Ministry
of Defence is planning to
involve private industry in
the manufacturing of
advanced missile systems to
meet rising domestic require-
ments and growing interna-
tional demand for Indian
defence equipment.The move
comes at a time when India's
defence exports have been
steadily increasing, with sev-
eral countries showing inter-
est in indigenously developed
military platforms. One of
the key factors behind the
decision 1is the reported
interest expressed by
Indonesia in procuring the
Astra beyond-visual-range
air-to-air missile, developed
by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation

TPN

(DRDO).

Reports indicate that the
Ministry of Defence is
expected to invite proposals
shortly from private firms
interested in manufacturing
the Astra Mark-2 missile.
Major Indian defence and
engineering companies,
including ICOMM, Adani
Group, Bharat Forge, Tata
Group, and Mahindra Group,
are expected to participate in
the bidding process if the
proposal moves forward.The
initiative is aimed at expand-
ing India's manufacturing
capacity while encouraging
greater participation of the
private sector in strategic
defence production. Officials
believe that involving private
companies could help accel-
erate production, reduce
delivery  timelines, and
strengthen the country's
defence industrial base.The
Astra Mark-2 is an advanced
beyond-visual-range air-to-
air missile designed to
engage and destroy enemy
aircraft at long distances.
The missile has a reported

Rajkumar on May 16, 2026,
under Sections 78 and 351(2)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) and Section 12
of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act following a
complaint lodged by the
girl's mother.

The complaint alleged that
Rajkumar, a resident of

Dhaivalguda, had been
repeatedly following and
harassing her younger

daughter, who was studying
first-year Intermediate at a
private college in
Shamshabad. Despite being
married and having two chil-
dren, he allegedly pressured
the girl to speak with him
over the phone and followed
her to college. The family
alleged that he issued
threats, including warnings
to kill her if she refused to
communicate with him.

Due to the continuous
harassment and threats, the
family reportedly stopped
sending the girl to college for
nearly six months. The com-
plaint further alleged that
Rajkumar, who lived next
door, installed CCTV cam-

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is set to launch its two-
day 'Singareni Bharosa Yatra'
on July 13 and 14 under the
leadership of Union Minister
for Coal and Mines G. Kishan
Reddy, with the aim of reach-
ing out to employees of the
Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL)
and assuring them of the
party's support. The yatra
will cover key mining
regions across Telangana
and include interactions
with workers, public meet-
ings, and visits to major coal
mines.

The yatra will begin from
Hyderabad and proceed
towards Kothagudem, cover-
ing several important mining
areas. On the first day, BJP
leaders will visit
Kothagudem, Manuguru, and
Bhupalpally, where they are
scheduled to meet Singareni
workers and discuss issues

eras facing their residence to
keep track of their move-
ments.

The FIR stated that on May
16, when the girl's mother
accompanied her to an
Intermediate examination
centre in Shamshabad,
Rajkumar was allegedly seen
near the venue. After the
examination, he allegedly
grabbed the girl's hand and
attempted to pull her away.
The girl's mother intervened
and took her daughter away
from the spot. However,
Rajkumar allegedly followed
them while issuing death

threats, leading to the regis-
tration of the criminal case.
Following the multiple mur-
ders, police launched an
extensive search operation
and formed eight special
teams to track down the
accused. Investigators
revealed that after the crime,
Rajkumar allegedly contact-
ed his father and claimed
that he intended to end his
life. However, his abandoned
car was later discovered near
Thimmapur railway station
in Kothur mandal, and his
mobile phone location was
traced to the same area.

Police suspect that
Rajkumar may have aban-
doned the vehicle and

entered the railway station
in an attempt to escape.
CCTV footage from the sta-
tion is being analysed to
determine whether he board-
ed a train and identify his
possible route.

To speed up the investiga-
tion, police have announced
a ?2 lakh reward for credible
information that helps in
locating and arresting
Rajkumar. Authorities have
appealed to citizens to imme-
diately inform police if they
spot the accused or have any
information about his
whereabouts.

The case has also resulted in
disciplinary action against
police personnel. Authorities
issued a charge memo to
Shabad Circle Inspector
Kanta Reddy, while Sub-
Inspector Ramesh was sus-
pended over alleged supervi-
sory lapses in handling the
earlier stalking complaint.
Meanwhile, psychologists
have highlighted the broader
concerns emerging from the
incident. Mental health

BJP Launches

concerning their welfare,
employment security, and the
future of the coal sector.

On the second day, the delega-
tion will hold a workers'
meeting at the KTK-8 mine in
Bhupalpally before moving
to the Tadicherla mines. The
leaders will then travel to the
Godavarikhani Open Cast
mine, where they will inter-
act with miners and hear
their concerns. The yatra
will also include a visit to the
Srirampur-3 mine, followed
by its conclusion in
Mancherial.

According to BJP leaders, the
programme has been
designed to strengthen the
party's engagement with the
workforce and reassure
employees about the Centre's
commitment to protecting
their interests. During the
two-day tour, the party will
organise three public meet-
ings and five interaction ses-
sions with workers across
four districts, providing a

platform for employees to

express their concerns
directly to the leadership.

The BJP said the initiative is
intended to boost the confi-
dence of nearly 41,000 perma-

Sector for Missile Production

strike range of up to 200 kilo-
metres, making it one of
India's most capable indige-
nous air-to-air weapons. It
was developed to enhance the
Indian Air Force's combat
capabilities and provide a
competitive response to
advanced long-range missile
systems deployed by neigh-
bouring countries, including
China's PL-15E missile.The
missile is designed for inte-
gration with multiple fighter
aircraft operated by the

Indian armed forces, includ-
ing the Tejas Mark 1A, MiG-
29, Sukhoi-30 MKI, and the
Rafale Marine aircraft. Its
compatibility across differ-
ent platforms is expected to
improve operational flexibili-
ty and strengthen India's aer-
ial combat capabilities.In
addition to the Astra Mark-2,
reports suggest that the gov-
ernment is also considering
allowing private companies
to manufacture the Pralay
ballistic missile, another

indigenously developed
strategic weapon. If imple-
mented, the decision would
mark a major expansion of
private sector participation
in missile production.At
present, private companies
are involved in manufactur-
ing aircraft components,

drones, artillery systems,
naval vessels, and other
defence equipment.

Extending their role to mis-
sile manufacturing would
represent a significant shift
in India's defence production
policy, aligning with the gov-
ernment's broader objective
of promoting self-reliance in
defence and strengthening
the country's position as a
global exporter of military
hardware.The Ministry of
Defence has not yet made an
official announcement
regarding the proposal.
However, industry observers
believe such a move could
further boost indigenous
defence manufacturing and
reinforce India's ambition of
becoming a major global
defence production hub.

nent Singareni employees
and over 30,000 contract and
outsourcing workers, who
form a significant part of the
state's coal mining work-
force. The party believes reg-

experts said acts of extreme
violence are generally pre-
ceded by behavioural pat-
terns such as persistent
harassment, inability to
accept rejection, repeated
threats, obsessive actions,
and increasing aggression.
Experts stressed that such
warning signs should not be
ignored by families, neigh-
bours, educational institu-
tions, or authorities. They
called for timely interven-
tion, better awareness, and
stronger support systems to
address threatening behav-
iour before it escalates into
serious violence.

The Shabad Kkillings have
renewed discussions on the
need for preventive mecha-
nisms, faster response to
complaints of harassment,
and improved coordination
between law enforcement
agencies and communities.
The investigation continues
as police work to arrest
Rajkumar and establish the
complete sequence of events
behind one of Telangana's
most disturbing multiple-
murder cases in recent
years.

Singareni Bharosa Yatra

ular interaction with work-
ers is essential to understand
the challenges faced by the
mining community and to
formulate policies that
address their needs.

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy will lead the yatra,
accompanied by Telangana
BJP President N.
Ramchander Rao, Members
of Parliament, Members of
the Legislative Assembly
(MLAs), Members of the
Legislative Council (MLCs),
and other senior party lead-
ers. BJP leaders said the
Singareni Bharosa Yatra
reflects the party's commit-
ment to the welfare of coal
workers and the development
of the mining sector. They
added that the interactions
during the yatra would help
strengthen communication
between the workforce and
policymakers while reinforc-
ing confidence in the future
of Singareni and its employ-
ees.

Digital Agriculture
Push Gains Momentum

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

The Centre's renewed focus
on digital agriculture is
expected to strengthen tech-
nology-driven farming serv-
ices across the country, with
Telangana emerging as one
of the leading states in
adopting digital solutions for
the agricultural sector.
According to the Union
Ministry of Agriculture's
Annual Report 2025-26, the
Digital Agriculture Mission
has made significant
progress by generating more
than eight crore Farmer IDs,
expanding digital crop sur-
veys, and enabling faster
online settlement of crop
insurance claims.

In Telangana, the transition
towards digital farming is
already underway through
initiatives such as the Digital
Crop Survey, Agri Data
Exchange, and earlier artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)-based
agriculture programmes.
Officials have accelerated
crop surveys across villages

to create an accurate data-
base of cultivated land,
which is expected to improve
the delivery of subsidies,
crop insurance benefits, and
various government welfare
schemes.

The Centre's digital agricul-
ture framework comple-
ments Telangana's ongoing
efforts to modernise farming
using advanced technologies.
The state has introduced
pilot projects involving
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
the Internet of Things (IoT),
blockchain technology, and
smart irrigation systems to
enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity and resource man-
agement.

Telangana has also been
recognised as a model state
for agri-digital innovation,
with initiatives covering
crop monitoring, irrigation
management, nutrient plan-
ning, and produce grading.
These projects aim to pro-
vide farmers with timely
information and P3
improve decision-
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Jagtial, July 12 | TPN
Bureau
Welfare Minister Adluri

Laxman Kumar on Sunday
said the Telangana govern-
ment is committed to
strengthening the education
sector and will extend all pos-
sible support for the develop-
ment of educational infra-
structure across the state.
The minister, along with
Nizamabad MP Dharmapuri
Arvind, laid the foundation
stone for a new Kendriya
Vidyalaya at Chelgal village
in Jagtial district. The event
was attended by public repre-
sentatives, district officials,
and local residents.
Speaking on the occasion,
Laxman Kumar said the land
identified for the school had
originally belonged to farm-
ers. He explained that five
acres from the Water and
Land Management Training
and Research Institute

Congress

Warangal, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

Endowments Minister Konda
Surekha on Sunday said ded-
icated Congress workers
would be given due recogni-
tion for their service to the
party while reaffirming the
government's commitment to
the development of the
Warangal East Assembly
constituency.

The minister was speaking
after attending the swearing-
in ceremony of Meesala
Prakash as Chairman of the
Warangal District Library
Institution. She said the
appointment had been
delayed due to unavoidable
circumstances and thanked
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy for acknowledging
Prakash's long-standing con-
tribution to the Congress
party.

Addressing party workers
and leaders, Surekha said
several committed Congress

(WALMTARI) were allocated
for the project following the
efforts of local MLA Dr. M.
Sanjay Kumar.

The minister expressed grati-
tude to Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy for approving
the land allotment and said
the state government would
continue to support initia-
tives aimed at expanding
access to quality education.

number of posts made it
impossible to accommodate
everyone at once. She
assured party cadres that
appointments would be made
in a phased manner and that
deserving workers would
receive opportunities in due
course.

She also appreciated the
efforts of Congress leader
Naveen Raj, stating that he
had consistently brought the
concerns of party workers in
Warangal East to the atten-
tion of Konda Muralidhar
Rao and worked towards
resolving them. Recognizing
his contribution, she
announced that the party
would soon entrust him with
organizational responsibili-
ties.

With the Greater Warangal
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions approaching, the minis-
ter called upon party workers
to intensify their outreach
efforts. She urged leaders

activists were deserving of
positions, but the limited

Karimnagar Gets
New Open Gym Facility

and cadres to visit every
household and educate peo-

Karimnagar, July 12 | TPN Bureau

BJP State Official Spokesperson and Karimnagar Deputy
Mayor Yadagiri Sunil Rao inspected the ongoing construction
works of a new open gym being developed at Bhagat Nagar in
the 42nd Division of Karimnagar Municipal Corporation.
Speaking during the inspection, Sunil Rao said that a total of
18 open gyms have been sanctioned for Karimnagar city
through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds follow-
ing the special initiative of Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar. He stated that the open gym at
Bhagat Nagar is part of this initiative aimed at promoting
public health and fitness.

Sunil Rao said the open gyms are being established with the
objective of protecting the health and well-being of city resi-
dents by providing free fitness facilities in public spaces. He
explained that the initiative would particularly benefit youth,
senior citizens, and residents who wish to maintain a healthy
lifestyle without spending money on private gym member-
ships.

He noted that the open gym facilities would be highly useful
for people who regularly go for morning and evening walks,
allowing them to include exercise routines as part of their
daily activities. The facilities are expected to encourage more
citizens to focus on physical fitness and adopt healthier
habits.

The Deputy Mayor stated that the modern fitness equipment
installed at these open gyms would provide residents with
easy access to exercise facilities in their neighbourhoods. He
added that the initiative reflects the commitment towards
developing public infrastructure that directly benefits citi-
Zens.

Sunil Rao assured that the construction work of the Bhagat
Nagar open gym would be completed shortly and the facility
would soon be made available for the residents of the 42nd
Division.

Local residents welcomed the initiative, stating that the avail-
ability of free fitness facilities within their locality would
encourage people of all age groups to engage in regular phys-
ical activity. The project is expected to become an important
addition to Karimnagar's public amenities and contribute
towards improving community health and wellness.

K ~ )

He emphasized that educa-
tion remains a key priority of
the government and that ade-
quate infrastructure is essen-
tial to ensure better learning
opportunities for students.
Laxman Kumar said the gov-
ernment is also taking sever-
al measures to accelerate the
overall development of
Jagtial district. He urged MP
Dharmapuri Arvind to make

ple about the
schemes and development
initiatives being implement-
ed by the Congress govern-
ment, expressing confidence
that the party would secure a
decisive victory in the civic
polls.

Highlighting development
works in Warangal East,
Surekha said the government
was undertaking several
infrastructure projects,
including the construction of
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efforts to bring more educa-
tional institutions to the
Dharmapuri Assembly con-
stituency, stating that such
institutions would benefit
students from rural and eco-

nomically weaker back-
grounds.
Highlighting the govern-

ment's welfare initiatives, the
minister said students study-
ing in Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST)
welfare residential schools
are being provided quality
education and improved
facilities to help them com-
pete at the national level.

Addressing the gathering,
MP Dharmapuri Arvind
thanked Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for allocating
land for the Kendriya
Vidyalaya project. He
requested the state govern-
ment to allot an additional
five acres to facilitate the
future expansion of the insti-

community halls, compound
walls for cremation grounds,
and underground drainage
systems. She added that she
was personally monitoring
public grievances received
through messages and for-
warding them to the con-
cerned officials for prompt
action. She expressed confi-
dence that a permanent solu-
tion to the area's drainage
problems would be achieved
soon.

tution.

Arvind also said he would
make efforts to secure a
Sainik  School for the
Nizamabad Parliamentary
constituency and establish a
Krishi Vigyan Kendra in
Jagtial district to strengthen
agricultural education and
research.Government Whip
and Vemulawada MLA Adi
Srinivas, MLAs Dr. M. Sanjay
Kumar and Medipally
Satyam, District Collector B.
Satyaprasad, senior officials,
and local leaders participat-
ed in the foundation stone-
laying ceremony.

The proposed Kendriya
Vidyalaya is expected to pro-
vide quality central school
education to students from
Jagtial and surrounding
areas, strengthening educa-
tional opportunities in the
district and contributing to
its long-term academic devel-
opment.

Foundation Sone Kendriya Vidyalaya

Workers Will Get Due Recognition: Surekha

The minister also said the
government was taking steps
to strengthen and develop
temples under the
Endowments Department.
She noted that three editions
of the Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara had been
successfully conducted dur-
ing her tenure and described
the event as an important
cultural and spiritual festi-
val.

Reiterating her commitment
to public service, Surekha
said resolving people's issues
remained her foremost prior-
ity. She maintained that she
would never make false
promises for political advan-
tage and asserted that no cor-
ruption allegations had been
levelled against the
Endowments Department
during her tenure. She said
the government's focus
would continue to be on
transparent administration,
development, and effective
delivery of welfare pro-
grammes to the people.

Albendazole Distribution Drive for Children

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

The District Medical and &

Health Department has ma
de extensive arrangements

for the distribution of Alb °

endazole tablets to children
and adolescents aged betw
een 1 and 19 years as part of
National Deworming Day
observance. The programme
is being conducted every
year on July 13 since 2015
under the National Health
Mission to protect children
from intestinal worm infec-
tions.Health officials stated
that children are more vul-
nerable to worm infections
due to frequent outdoor activ-
ities, especially playing on
the ground, along with fac-
tors such as improper hand-
washing habits and poor san-
itation. The infections may
develop gradually, and symp-
toms may not be immediately
noticeable but can become
severe over time.Common
symptoms of intestinal
worm infections include

7- | .> -

abdominal pain, bloating, fre-

quent diarrhoea, loss of
appetite, and sudden weight
loss. Officials emphasised
that timely preventive meas-
ures and regular deworming
can help improve children's
health and overall develop-
ment. The Medical and
Health Department advised
parents and children to fol-
low basic hygiene practices
to prevent worm infections.
These include consuming
clean food and water, wash-
ing hands thoroughly before
meals, maintaining personal
hygiene, and keeping finger-
nails  trimmed. Health
authorities clarified that all
children and adolescents
between 1 and 19 years
should take Albendazole
tablets as a preventive meas-
ure, irrespective of whether

' they show symptoms of

worm infection or not.

As part of the campaign, the
department has identified
2,59,365 beneficiaries in the
district belonging to the 1-19
age group. Arrangements
have been made to distribute
tablets across 924 schools, 66
junior colleges, and 777
Anganwadi centres.The
District Medical and Health
Officer said the distribution
programme will be carried
out with the support of 632
ASHA workers, 777 Anganw
adi teachers, and 990 repre-
sentatives from schools and
colleges across the district.
Officials urged parents, edu-
cational institutions, and
community members to
actively participate in the
programme and ensure that
eligible children receive the
deworming tablets. The ini-
tiative aims to reduce worm-
related health problems
among children and promote
better nutrition, growth, and
learning outcomes.

Kishan Reddy's Padyatra Draws Warm Response

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy received a warm wel-
come during his padyatra in
Bagh Amberpet on Sunday,
with BJP leaders, party wor
kers, local residents, and sup-
porters participating in large
numbers. The outreach pro-
gramme witnessed enthusi-
astic public participation as
the Union Minister walked
through various colonies,
interacted with residents,
and reviewed civic issues
affecting the localityDuring
the padyatra, Kishan Reddy
met residents and represen-
tatives of local welfare asso-
ciations, who brought several
civic concerns to his atten-
tion. They highlighted proble
ms related to damaged roads,
inadequate drainage system
s, sanitation, and other basic
infrastructure that have been
affecting daily life in the
area.Listening patiently to
the grievances, the Union
Minister assured residents
that their concerns would be
taken up with the concerned

authorities. He directed offi-
cials to expedite pending
civic works and ensure that
projects are completed with-
out unnecessary delays.
Emphasising the importance
of quality, Kishan Reddy said
development works should be
executed to high standards so
that residents receive lasting
benefits.The padyatra pro-
vided an opportunity for the
Union Minister to interact
directly with people and
understand their issues at
the grassroots level.
Residents expressed appreci-
ation for his willingness to

visit their neighbourhoods
personally and hear their
concerns firsthand. Many
said such interactions help
bridge the gap between pub-
lic representatives and citi-
zens while ensuring that
local problems receive
prompt attention.BJP lead-
ers accompanying the Union
Minister said the padyatra
was part of the party's efforts
to maintain close contact
with the public and assess
civic requirements across
different localities. They
added that the programme
also reflected the party's com-
mitment to addressing public
issues through direct engage-
ment.One of the highlights of
the event was Kishan Reddy's
friendly interaction with
children in the locality.
During the visit, he joined a
group of youngsters for a
brief game of tennis, draw-
ing cheers from residents
and party workers alike. The
informal interaction created
a lively atmosphere and was
widely appreciated by those
present.
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Arvind Warns Protest
Over KV Land Issue

Jagtial, July 12 | TPN
Bureau
Nizamabad MP

Dharmapuri Arvind on
Sunday warned that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would launch an
agitation if the state gov-
ernment failed to allocate
an additional five acres of
land for the proposed
Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV)
at Chelgal in Jagtial dis-
trict. Addressing a press
conference, Arvind said
the five acres of land
already allotted for the school was insufficient to meet the
requirements of the institution. He demanded that the govern-
ment provide another five acres to ensure proper development
of the Kendriya Vidyalaya and said the BJP would intensify
its protest if the demand was ignored.Arvind stated that the
land allocation for the school was achieved due to pressure
from the BJP. He alleged that the government had acted only
after the party raised the issue and pushed for the establish-
ment of better educational infrastructure in the
region.Targeting Jagtial MLA Dr M. Sanjay Kumar, the BJP
MP launched sharp criticism and accused him of indulging in
what he described as "cheap politics." Arvind alleged that the
MLA was not working in the interests of the people and was
creating unnecessary political controversies."Unfortunately,
Sanjay Kumar was talking on behalf of both the Congress and
BRS parties," Arvind said, alleging that the ruling party had
made a political mistake by losing senior leader T. Jeevan
Reddy. The MP also criticised the state government's leader-
ship, making strong remarks against Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy over issues related to education and adminis-
tration. He alleged that the Chief Minister lacked adequate
understanding of these sectors and questioned the govern-
ment's approach towards development and governance.Arvind
further attacked the Chief Minister by stating that Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu should teach
basic lessons in administration to Revanth ReddyThe BJP
leader reiterated that the party would continue to fight for the
expansion of the Kendriya Vidyalaya campus at Chelgal, stat-
ing that adequate land availability was essential for providing
quality education facilities to students in the district.The
demand for additional land has now become a political issue
in Jagtial, with the BJP preparing to intensify pressure on the
state government if its demand is not addressed. The issue is
expected to remain a key point of discussion between the rul-
ing party and opposition leaders in the coming days.

RS.76-Crore Rail 0verhr_idg_e to
Boost GConnectivity

Nalgonda, July 12 |
Bureau

Roads and Buildings Minist
er Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy on Sunday reaffirmed
the Telangana government's
commitment to strengthen-
ing road infrastructure, stat-
ing that improved connectivi-
ty and safer transportation
remain key priorities for the
state.The minister was speak-
ing after laying the founda-
tion stone for a Railway
Overbridge (ROB) at
Narketpally in Nalgonda dis-
trict. The project, estimated
to cost ?76 crore, is expected
to ease traffic congestion,
improve road safety, and pro-
vide seamless connectivity
for commuters and transport
vehicles.Addressing the gath-
ering, Venkat Reddy said the
government is focusing on
modern road infrastructure
to connect villages with
towns, improve access to
healthcare, education, and
other essential services, and
accelerate economic develop-
ment. He added that the
Roads and Buildings
Department is working
towards becoming one of the
country's top-performing
departments through quality
infrastructure and timely
project execution.The minis-
ter said the government is
maintaining a  balance
between welfare initiatives
and development works. As
part of its infrastructure
expansion plans, roads under
the Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) would be developed in
Narketpally mandal at an
estimated cost of 2600
crore.Highlighting the
importance of Nalgonda dis-
trict in the state's develop-
ment agenda, Venkat Reddy
said substantial funds have
been earmarked for road,

TPN

</
irrigation, and agricultural
infrastructure projects. He
noted that the district has
recorded high paddy produc-
tion, making it essential to
strengthen storage facilities,
including the construction of
additional godowns based on
local requirements.
He assured that all develop-
ment projects would be
implemented without com-
promising public interests.
Referring to the proposed
Narketpally-Munugode road
project, the minister said
farmers whose lands are
acquired would receive fair
compensation in accordance
with government norms.
Venkat Reddy also stated that
pending infrastructure proj-
ects in the district would be
completed in a phased man-
ner. He expressed confidence
that the completion of the
Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC) tunnel by 2028 would
ensure a reliable supply of
irrigation and drinking
water to Narketpally mandal,
significantly benefiting farm-
ers and residents. Gover
nment Whip and Nakrekal
MLA Vemula Veeresham said
the government is making
concerted efforts to maxi-
mize the utilization of avail-
able irrigation resources,
including reservoirs and lift
irrigation schemes, to
improve agricultural produc-
tivity,. Referring to the
Aitipamula Lift Irrigation
Scheme, he said the project
aims to stabilize cultivation,
enhance crop yields, and
address water scarcity in the
region.District Collector B.
Chandrasekhar, Bhongir MP
Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy, officials, public repre-
sentatives, and local resi-
dents attended the founda-
tion stone-laying ceremony



POIT

03 HYDERABAD, MONDAY, JULY, 13.07.2026

CPM Calls for Masswe Jobs Protest

Karimnagar, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) (CPM) has
called upon unemployed
youth and job aspirants to
participate in large numbers
in the 'Koluvula Kotlata'
(Mass Protest for Jobs) to be
held at Indira Park Dharna
Chowk in Hyderabad on July
15, demanding the immediate
filling of vacancies in both
Central and State govern-
ment departments.

The appeal was made during
the unveiling of the protest
pamphlet at the CPM district
office, Mukunda Lal Mishra
Bhavan, in Karimnagar on
Sunday. Addressing the gath-
ering, CPM leader Vasudeva
Reddy alleged that lakhs of
government posts remain
vacant despite repeated
promises by both the Centre
and the State to generate
employment opportunities.
Criticizing the BJP-led Union
Government, Vasudeva
Reddy recalled that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
promised to create two crore
jobs annually after assuming
office in 2014. He alleged that

the commitment remained
unfulfilled even after more
than a decade and accused
the government of failing to
provide satisfactory answers
to unemployed youth. He also
criticized remarks suggest-
ing self-employment through
small businesses as an alter-
native to government jobs,
saying such responses
ignored the aspirations of
qualified job seekers.

Quoting figures presented in
Parliament, he claimed that
nearly 10 lakh vacancies
exist across various Union
ministries. He further

alleged that around 37,000
teaching and non-teaching
posts remain vacant in pre-
mier educational institu-
tions, including Central
Universities, IITs, IIMs, IIITs,
NITs, and other higher edu-
cation institutions under the
Central Government.

Turning his attention to the
Telangana government,
Vasudeva Reddy alleged that
the Congress had failed to
implement several employ-
ment-related promises made
before the Assembly elec-
tions. He recalled that the
party's "Youth Declaration"
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had assured large-scale
recruitment and livelihood
opportunities for unem-
ployed youth. According to
him, despite a promise to fill
two lakh government jobs
during the first year in office,
only around 16,000 appoint-
ments had been made so far.
He also criticized the delay in
issuing recruitment notifica-
tions and implementing a
comprehensive job calendar.
Referring to vacancies in the
police department, he
claimed that while nearly
20,000 constable posts were
vacant, recruitment had
been announced for only
about 7,000 positions.

The CPM leader further
alleged that prolonged delays
in recruitment were causing
frustration among job aspi-
rants, many of whom had
invested substantial amounts
in coaching and hostel
accommodation while
preparing for competitive
examinations. He urged the
government to expedite noti-
fications for DSC, Junior
Lecturer, Degree Lecturer,
and Groups I, II, III, and IV
recruitments, besides filling

all backlog vacancies.

Vasudeva Reddy also
demanded the implementa-
tion of a monthly unemploy-
ment allowance of ?5,000
until eligible youth secure
employment. He sought the
effective implementation of
the Rajiv Yuva Vikasam
scheme and called for the
withdrawal of government
orders that, according to
him, were delaying recruit-
ment through legal disputes.
Appealing to unemployed
youth across Telangana, he
urged them to participate in
thousands in the July 15
protest to press for transpar-
ent recruitment, timely
appointments, and the fulfil-
ment of promises made by
both the Central and State

governments.
CPM District Secretariat
member Gitla Mukunda

Reddy, District Committee
members Sunkari Sampath
and G. Rajesham, along with
leaders Rayikanti Srinivas,
Pullela Mallaiah, Matangi
Shankar, Challa Lakshman,
Lakshminarayana, and sev-
eral party workers attended
the programme.

Komatireddy Targets KCR, Highlights Development Works

Yadadri-Bhongir, July 12 |
TPN Bureau

Telangana Roads and
Buildings Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
on Sunday launched a sharp
attack on former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao (KCR), accusing the pre-
vious BRS government of
burdening the state with
massive debt while neglect-
ing the development of sever-
al regions, including Alair
and Bhongir.

The minister made the
remarks after laying the
foundation stone for road
development  works at
Vangapalli in  Yadadri-
Bhongir district under the
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) Package-1. The proj-
ect involves the development
of seven roads covering a

total length of 109.30 kilome-
tres at an estimated cost of
?339.59 crore. Government
Whip and Alair MLA Beerla
Ilaiah was also present at the
event.

Addressing the gathering,
Komatireddy alleged that
Telangana, which  was
formed with a surplus budg-
et, had been left with a debt
burden of nearly ?8 lakh
crore during the previous
BRS regime. He also claimed
that the people of Alair and
Bhongir had suffered due to
neglect and accused KCR of
failing to address their devel-
opment needs.

In controversial remarks
directed at the former Chief
Minister, Komatireddy
alleged that KCR was now
confined to his farmhouse
with a broken leg because of
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the hardshlps faced by the
people of Alair and Bhongir.
He further assured the public
that the Baswapur and
Gandamalla irrigation proj-
ects would be completed at
the earliest to benefit farm-
ers and improve water avail-
ability in the region.

The minister recalled his
tenure as a Member of
Parliament, stating that the
people of Alair had support-
ed him wholeheartedly. He
said he had successfully
secured the sanction for the
Vangapalli railway under-
pass during his tenure and
expressed satisfaction that
infrastructure projects initi-
ated during that period were
now progressing.Praising
Alair MLA Beerla Ilaiah,
Komatireddy said the legisla-
tor had remained grounded
despite holding public office.
He remarked that if Ilaiah is
re-elected in the future, he
would recommend his inclu-
sion in the State
Cabinet.Reiterating the
Congress government's com-
mitment to farmers, the min-
ister said every promise

Ramchander Rao Targetsoges Eyes Civic

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau
Telangana BJP State
President N. Ramchander
Rao on Sunday strongly criti-
cized the Congress govern-
ment over the issues con-
cerning mid-day meal work-
ers and civic administration,
while expressing confidence
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would secure vic-
tories in the upcoming
municipal corporation elec-
tions in Hyderabad,
Malkajgiri, and Cyberabad.
Addressing a protest organ-
ized by the Mid-Day Meal
Workers and  Agencies
Association at Indira Park
Dharna Chowk, Ramchander
Rao said the Central
Government introduced the
Mid-Day Meal Scheme to
improve literacy and ensure
that children from economi-
cally weaker sections contin-
ue their education without

AN
dropping out due to financial
constraints.

Expressing solidarity with
the nearly 54,000 mid-day
meal workers in Telangana,
he demanded that the State
Government immediately
fulfil its election promise of
providing a monthly hono-
rarium of ?10,000. He alleged
that despite being in power
for over two-and-a-half years,
the Congress government
had failed to implement the
commitment made in its
manifesto.

Ramchander Rao claimed

that workers continue to
receive honorarium based on
rates fixed nearly a decade
ago, despite rising prices of
essential commodities, veg-
etables, and eggs. He also
alleged delays in the payment
of the existing 73,000 hono-
rarium and demanded that
the promised wage hike,
along with all pending
arrears, be credited directly
into the workers' bank
accounts. He assured the
workers that he would write
to Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy wurging immediate

Koppula Eshwar Urges
Immediate Water Release for Farmers

Karimnagar, July 12 | TPN
Bureau
Former Telangana Minister

Koppula Eshwar on Sunday
alleged that farmers across the
state are facing severe hardship
due to inadequate rainfall and
urged the government to immedi-
ately activate the Kannepalli
Pump House to lift water for irri-
gation.Addressing a press confer-
ence in Karimnagar, Eshwar said
the prevailing drought-like condi-
tions have left farmers uncertain
about sowing crops, making
immediate intervention by the
government essential. He main-
tained that operating the
Kannepalli pump house motors
was the most practical solution to
provide relief to the farming com-
munity.

Referring to recommendations
made by retired irrigation
experts, Eshwar said the Retired
Engineers' Association, including
retired engineer Shyam Prasad
Reddy, had written to the govern-
ment requesting the immediate
operation of the Kannepalli
pumps. He criticized Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy over
his reported remarks regarding
the retired engineers and said the
government should have serious-
ly considered their technical sug-
gestions instead of dismissing
them.

According to Eshwar, experi-
enced irrigation engineers pos-

sess decades of knowledge about

Telangana's water resources and
infrastructure, and their recom-
mendations should be evaluated
on technical merit. He said the
government could have convened
discussions with experts and offi-
cials to assess the feasibility of
lifting water instead of rejecting
the proposal outright.The BRS
leader alleged that nearly 98 TMC
of Godavari water was flowing
downstream without being uti-
lized. He reiterated that water
could be lifted from the
Kannepalli Pump House, located
about 14 kilometres away, without
closing the gates or stopping the
flow at the Medigadda Barrage.

Eshwar further alleged that the
Congress government had earlier
criticized the Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Project as a failed ven-
ture but was now reluctant to use
the same infrastructure because
doing so would contradict its ear-
lier political statements. He main-
tained that the welfare of farmers
should take precedence over polit-
ical considerations.Recalling the
objectives behind the

Kaleshwaram project, Eshwar
said it was conceived under the
leadership of former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao
to irrigate nearly 40 lakh acres
across seven districts and provide
long-term drought relief by utiliz-
ing the waters of the Godavari
and Pranahita rivers.

He also referred to the National
Dam Safety Authority (NDSA)
report, claiming that the
Medigadda Barrage was
repairable. According to him,
only one pillar had subsided and
even reconstruction of the affect-
ed seventh block would cost
around ?300-400 crore. He further
alleged that the original construc-
tion company, L&T, had offered to
undertake the repair work free of
cost, but the government had not
acted on the proposal.Eshwar
also criticized remarks allegedly
made by the Chief Minister dur-
ing a recent media interaction
concerning irrigation and agri-
culture, calling them inappropri-
ate. He urged the government to
focus on resolving farmers' prob-
lems and refrain from making
statements that could hurt public
sentiment.Former Mayor
Ravinder Singh, former Library
Corporation Chairman Raghuvir
Singh, BRS leaders Oruganti
Ramana Rao, Muthyala Balaram
Reddy, Eleti Krishna Reddy, and
other party leaders were present
at the press conference.

action on their demands.
Later, while inaugurating a
newly constructed BJP party
office at Vivekananda Nagar
under the Kukatpally and
Serilingampally Assembly
constituencies, Ramchander
Rao expressed confidence
that the BJP would emerge
victorious in the forthcom-
ing municipal elections. He
said the office, built on land
donated by former Municipal
Chairman Hanumanth Rao,
would serve as a centre for
public service and organiza-
tional activities.

The BJP leader alleged that
both the previous BRS gov-
ernment and the present
Congress administration had
neglected Hyderabad's civic

issues. He accused the
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation

(GHMC) of failing to address
problems related to roads,
drainage, and urban infra-

made to the agricultural
community would be ful-
filled, even if some initia-
tives take time to implement.
He urged party leaders to
avoid internal differences
and focus on serving the peo-
ple instead of competing for
positions.Komatireddy also
highlighted his efforts in the
education sector, stating that
he had established an air-
conditioned school in
Nalgonda to provide quality
education to children from
economically weaker sec-
tions.He assured the people
of Alair and Bhongir that the
government would continue
to prioritize infrastructure,
irrigation, education, and
welfare initiatives to ensure
balanced and sustainable

development across the
region.
structure.

He further alleged that
despite warnings from the
BJP, the government had
failed to take preventive
measures against monsoon-
related flooding. Referring to
the ongoing water scarcity
and urban flooding, he ques-
tioned why even moderate
rainfall was leading to severe
waterlogging and traffic dis-
ruptions in the city.
Ramchander Rao also criti-
cized the Congress and BRS
over the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect, accusing both parties of
indulging in political drama
instead of addressing the
issue responsibly. He urged
BJP workers to work united-
ly for the upcoming civic
elections, expressing confi-
dence that the party would
capture the mayoral posts in
Hyderabad, Malkajgiri, and
Cyberabad municipal corpo-
rations.

KTR Slams Government Over Irrigation Issues

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau

BRS Working President and former
minister K. T. Rama Rao (KTR) on
Sunday strongly criticized the
Congress go vernment over irrigation
issues and accused Chief Mi nister A.
Revanth Reddy of fa iling to address
the concerns of Telangana's farming
community. In a post on social media
platform X, KTR questioned why the
BRS was being criticized for demand-
ing the release of irrigation water for
farmers. He alleged that the Congress
government was neglecting the diffi-
culties faced by cultivators at a time
when several parts of the state were
experiencing inadequate rainfall and
uncertainty over the agricultural sea-
son. KTR said the government should
focus on ensuring timely irrigation
rather than engaging in political excha
nges with the opposition. He reiterated
that farmers across Telanga na
required immediate assistance and
urged the government to prioritize
their welfare.The former minister also
questioned the Congress party's contri-
bution to Tela ngana's development
during its decades in power. Refer ring
to various phases of the Telangana
movement, he alle ged that Congress
governments had failed to address the
aspirations of the people and raised
historical incidents related to the
state's struggle. KTR referred to inci-
dents from 1952 and the 1969 Telangana
agitation, alleging that Congress gov-
ernments had used force agai nst pro-
testors during those periods. He also

mentioned the final phase of the Telan
gana statehood movement, claiming
that many lives we re lost during the
agitation. He said the sacrifices made
by the people of Telangana should not
be forgotten. Expressing concern over
the current agricultural situation,
KTR alleged that the government was
not acting with the urgency required to
provide irrigation water to farmers.
He maintained that ensuring water for
agriculture should be treated as a top
priority during the ongoing cultivation
season.<The BRS leader declared that
his party was prepared to continue
raising its voice in support of farmers
and would persist in demanding imme-
diate measures to protect agriculture.
He recalled the struggles undertaken
to secure Telangana's water rights and
asserted that those efforts were aimed
at ensuring the welfare of future gen-
erations.

KTR urged the government to release
water without delay to drought-affect-
ed agricultural lands across the state
and take all necessary steps to safe-
guard the interests of farmers. He said
agriculture remains the backbone of
Telangana's economy and called upon
the government to respond to the con-
cerns of cultivators through prompt
action rather than political confronta-
tion.

His remarks come amid an ongoing
political exchange between the ruling
Congress and the opposition BRS over
irrigation, the Kaleshwaram project,
and water management in Telangana.
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All-Party Meet Ahead of Monsoon Session

continued

legislative agenda and ensure the smooth functioning of both
Houses. During the meeting, the government is expected to
outline its priorities for the session, while opposition parties
are likely to raise the issues they intend to bring before Parlia
ment. Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the Monsoon Session will be held from July 20 to August 13,
following the approval of President Droupadi Murmu. He
expressed hope that the session would witness meaningful
debates and important decisions on matters of national inter-
est. Political observers expect the upcoming session to be
eventful, with several developments within opposition parties
likely to influence the proceedings. Reports indicate changes
in the strength and composition of some opposition parties,
including shifts involving members of the Trinamool
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT), and other political groups, which
could alter parliamentary dynamics. The opposition is
preparing to corner the government on a range of issues dur-
ing the session. Among the prominent matters expected to be
raised are the NEET-UG paper leak controversy and the
Congress party's breach of privilege notice against Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh over his remarks concerning
Operation Sindoor. These issues are likely to trigger heated
discussions in both Houses. Another major item expected to
draw attention is the proposed 130th Constitutional Amendm
ent Bill. According to reports, the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) examining the Bill is likely to finalize and
submit its report before the session. The proposed legislation
includes a provision under which a Prime Minister, Chief
Minister, or Union or State Minister facing serious criminal
charges would automatically cease to hold office if they
remain in judicial custody for 30 consecutive days. The pro-
posal has generated considerable political debate across party
lines. With the government preparing to introduce key legisla-
tive business and the opposition gearing up to press several
contentious issues, the nearly four-week Monsoon Session is
expected to witness intense debates, political confrontations,
and significant parliamentary proceedings.

Hyderabad E-Champions Win TG20 Title

continued

of the TG20 tournament and providing a platform for emerg-
ing cricket talent from different parts of the state.

The event concluded with a colourful closing ceremony, cele-
brating the successful completion of the first season of the
TG20 league. Organisers expressed confidence that the tour-
nament would continue to grow in the coming years, offering
greater opportunities for budding cricketers while further
promoting the game across Telangana.

Digital Agriculture Push Gains Momentum

continued

making through data-driven solutions. The Union report fur-
ther highlighted that digital platforms such as DigiClaim and
YES-Tech have enabled large-scale online settlement of crop
insurance claims across the country. Officials believe that the
expanded use of digital technologies will improve transparen-
cy, strengthen agricultural governance, and ensure quicker
compensation for farmers affected by crop losses.

With digital monitoring becoming an integral part of farming
in Telangana, the Centre's latest push is expected to further
accelerate the adoption of technology, benefiting farmers
through better planning, efficient service delivery, and
enhanced agricultural resilience.

Bandi Sanjay Targets Congress,
BRS Over Kaleshwaram
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Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister Bandi Sanjay Kumar launched a sharp attack
on both the Congress and the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
over the handling of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project,
accusing the two parties of indulging in political theatrics
while farmers continue to suffer.

In a strongly worded statement on Sunday, Bandi Sanjay
alleged that the Congress and BRS were jointly misleading the
people of Telangana over the issue. Using a cinematic analo-
gy, he described the political situation as a "movie" in which
the Congress provides the direction and the BRS performs the
action, calling it "Rakta Kanneeru-2." He remarked that lead-
ers of both parties had turned the Kaleshwaram issue into a
spectacle at the expense of the public.

The BJP leader reiterated his allegation that the previous
BRS government had squandered nearly ?1 lakh crore of pub-
lic money in the name of the Kaleshwaram project. He also
accused the Congress government of failing to act decisively
despite the submission of multiple reports by the National
Dam Safety Authority (NDSA).

Bandi Sanjay claimed that the Congress government had
pushed the Kaleshwaram project into a state of "coma" by
delaying restoration works and avoiding accountability. He
said Telangana's farmers were paying the price for the alleged
failures of both governments.

Referring to the Dam Safety Act, 2021, he asserted that the
Telangana government is the owner of the barrages and bears
the responsibility for carrying out repairs. According to him,
the NDSA and the Central Water Commission (CWC) only pro-
vide technical recommendations, while implementation rests
entirely with the state government.

The Union Minister questioned why no corrective action had
been initiated despite the NDSA submitting reports on the
project multiple times. He also accused the Congress govern-
ment of shifting responsibility to the Centre instead of
addressing the issue directlyBandi Sanjay further recalled
that the Congress had earlier alleged corruption worth ?1 lakh
crore in the Kaleshwaram project and promised to bring those
responsible to justice. He questioned why, after assuming
office, the government allegedly narrowed its investigation
and sought a Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe
instead of taking direct action based on available reports.He
also demanded that the state government make the vigilance
report on the project public, asking whether it had the
courage to disclose its findings. According to him, the delay in
implementing restoration measures has prevented the effec-
tive utilization of Godavari waters and adversely affected
farmers across the state.Calling for an end to political blame
games, Bandi Sanjay urged the state government to imple-
ment the NDSA's recommendations on a war footing and expe-
dite repair works at the Medigadda, Annaram, and Sundilla
barrages. He warned that both Congress and BRS would face
the anger of Telangana's farming community if immediate
corrective measures were not taken.
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Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

American Oncology
Institute (AOI) at Citizens
Specialty Hospital, in collab-
oration with the Association
of Surgeons of India (ASI),
successfully hosted the
R.I.S.E. (Robotic Innovation,

Skills & Education)
Program at Citizens
Specialty Hospital in

LARBEST
ROBOTIH

Nallagandla. The scientific
workshop brought together
more than 229 surgeons
from across the country to
enhance expertise in robotic
and minimally invasive can-
cer surgery.

The program was led by Dr.
Suresh Chandra Hari, Chief
of General, Laparoscopic
and Bariatric Surgery, along
with the Robotic Cancer
Surgery Team headed by Dr.
Jagdishwar Goud
Gajagowni. The team also
included Dr. Bala Vikas
Kumar, Dr. Soumya Dayyala,
and Dr. P. Pragnia.
Participants witnessed live
robotic procedures, includ-

Protest Against
Remarks on Shirdi Sarhaba

concLa |
N HYDEAABAD

ing robotic esophagectomy,
robotic low anterior resec-
tion for rectal cancer, robot-
ic hysterectomy with sen-
tinel lymph node biopsy, and
robotic hernioplasty.
Advanced robotic tech-

AOSR. ‘

Hvyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau
The Shiva Sai Sena on Sunday condemned what it described as
derogatory remarks and false propaganda targeting Shirdi
Saibaba, urging authorities to take action against those respon-
sible. A protest was organized at the Arts College on the Osm
ania University campus, where members expressed their oppo-
sition to the alleged misinformation campaign. Addres sing the
gathering, Shiva Sai Sena State President Mamidala Ravik
umar said Shirdi Saibaba is revered by millions of devotees
across the country and that attempts to spread misleading nar-
ratives about the spiritual figure were unacceptable. He alleged
that certain individuals had been deliberately circulating false
information and making inappropriate comments with the
intention of hurting the religious sentiments of devotees.
Ravikumar claimed that such campaigns had been continuing
for nearly a year and accused those behind them of acting with
vested interests. He called on them to stop making what he de
scribed as baseless allegations and warned that continued atte
mpts to defame revered spiritual figures could lead to strong
public opposition.He also objected to remarks made against
Siddhaguru Sri Ramanananda Maharshi, stating that unfound-
ed allegations against the spiritual leader would not be tolerat-
ed. Ravikumar asserted that members of the Hindu communi-
ty stand firmly in support of Siddhaguru Sri Ramanan anda
Maharshi and urged people to maintain respect for religious
beliefs and refrain from spreading misinformat ion.Several
Shiva Sai Sena members, including Boyapalli Lingaswamy
Goud and other supporters, participated in the protest.

Man Stahbed to Death
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Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau

A man was found murdered near Panama in Vanasthalipuram
on Sunday, triggering panic among local residents. Police have
launched an investigation to identify the victim and determine
the motive behind the killing.According to police, locals
noticed the body lying by the roadside during the day and
immediately informed the authorities. A police team rushed to
the spot and secured the area before beginning a preliminary
investigation.During the inspection, officers found multiple
stab injuries on the victim's body, indicating that he had been
attacked with a sharp weapon. The victim's identity had not
been established at the time of filing this report, and police are
working to trace his background through available clues.

The body was shifted to a government hospital for a post-
mortem examination. Officials said the autopsy report is
expected to provide further information regarding the cause
and time of death, which could help investigators reconstruct
the sequence of events.Police are also examining CCTV footage
from nearby roads and commercial establishments to identify
suspects or vehicles that may have been present in the area
around the time of the crime. They are questioning local resi-
dents and collecting evidence from the scene as part of the
investigation.Investigators are exploring all possible angles,
including personal rivalry, financial disputes, and other
motives, though no conclusions have been reached so far.
Officials said the exact circumstances leading to the murder
would become clear only after the victim is identified and fur-
ther evidence is gathered.A case has been registered at the
Vanasthalipuram Police Station, and a detailed investigation is
in progress. Police appealed to the public to come forward with
any information that could help identify the deceased or assist
in tracing those responsible for the murder.Further details are
expected to emerge as the investigation progresses.
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niques in thoracic, colorec-
tal, upper gastrointestinal,
gynaecologic, and endocrine
surgeries were also demon-
strated.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Suresh Chandra Hari

nYDERABAD

Robotic Surgery Program Boosts Gancer CGare

and Dr. Jagdishwar Goud
Gajagowni said the initia-
tive follows the philosophy
of "Teach 10, who will teach
10 more," creating a growing
network of skilled robotic
surgeons capable of deliver-
ing safe, precise, and acces-
sible cancer care across
India.

- The workshop featured live

robotic surgeries, expert lec-
tures, scientific discussions,
case-based learning, and
interactive training ses-
sions. The organisers said

the program was designed to

improve surgical precision,

. strengthen clinical decision-
¢ making, and promote stan-

dardized techniques that
can be replicated across

. healthcare institutions.

Dr. Prabhakar Palacharla,
Regional Chief Operating
Officer - South, American
Oncology Institute and
Citizens Specialty Hospital,
highlighted that the true
potential of robotic surgery
can only be realized through
structured training, mentor-

ship, and continuous profes-
sional development.

The scientific sessions were
enriched by eminent exper
ts, including Dr. Pallavi V. R.,
Dr. Kalayarasan Raja, and
Dr. Saravana Rajamani
ckam. The inaugural session
was attended by Dr. Gaddi
Diwakar, Honorary Secreta
ry of ASI, Marketing Head
Kiran Kumar Kandepu, and
Dr. Nickhil Vangapally, Head
of Medical Services.

Chairman of CTSI, Mr.
Dileep Mangsuli, described
the R.I.S.E. Program as a
major step toward strength-
ening surgical excellence
and expanding access to
advanced robotic cancer
treatment for patients
across the country. The man-
agement of AOI and Citizens
Specialty Hospital reaf-
firmed their commitment to

promoting innovation,
structured surgical educa-
tion, and collaborative

efforts to improve cancer
care nationwide.

BKR Foundation
Inaugurates Water Plant

Quthbullapur, July 12 |
TPN Bureau

The BKR Foundation on
Sunday inaugurated a mod-
ern drinking water plant at
the Dundigal 2BHK housing
complex as part of its ongo-
ing social welfare initiatives
aimed at ensuring access to
clean and safe drinking
water for residents. The ini-
tiative was welcomed by
local people, who described
it as a significant contribu-
tion toward improving pub-
lic health and community
welfare.

Bongunuri Kishore Reddy,

Vice Chairman of the
Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee's

Protocol and Coordination
Committee, and former
Dundigal Sarpanch Kavali
Ganesh inaugurated the
facility in the presence of
local leaders and residents.

Addressing the gathering,
Bongunuri Kishore Reddy
said access to clean drink-
ing water is one of the most
essential requirements for a
healthy society. He noted
that service-oriented initia-
tives focusing on basic pub-
lic needs play a vital role in
improving the quality of
life, particularly in rapidly
growing residential areas.

"Providing clean drinking
water to every household is
not just a welfare measure

but a responsibility toward
building a healthier and
stronger community," he
said. He added that the BKR
Foundation remains com-
mitted to supporting initia-
tives that directly benefit
people and address essential
civic needs.

Kishore Reddy emphasized
that alongside drinking
water, sectors such as
healthcare, sanitation, and
public hygiene require sus-
tained attention from both
public representatives and
social organizations. He
encouraged collective
efforts to improve living
standards through commu-
nity-driven  development
projects.

Residents of the Dundigal
housing complex expressed
appreciation for the instal-
lation of the water plant,
stating that it would provide

a rehable source of purlfled
drinking water and reduce

dependence on private
water suppliers. Many said
the initiative would particu-
larly benefit families, senior
citizens, and children living
in the colony.

Several public representa-
tives, community leaders,
women, youth, and local res-
idents attended the inaugu-
ration. Among those pres-
ent were Division President
Srisailam Yadav, Donthi
Mahesh Mudiraj, Sridhar
Reddy, and other local lead-
ers.

The BKR Foundation said it
will continue to undertake
public welfare initiatives
focused on health, educa-
tion, and basic civic infra-
structure as part of its
broader commitment to
social responsibility and
community development.

Open Gym Inaugurated

Secunderabad, July 12
TPN Bureau

Cantonment MLA Sri Gane
sh on Sunday said the State
Government is committed

| to the overall development

of the Cantonment constitu
ency, with a focus on impr
oving civic amenities and
promoting healthier lifestyl
es for residents. The MLA
inaugurated a newly devel-
oped open gym at Ravi Colo
ny Park in Mahendra Hills
in the presence of local resi-
dents and public representa-
tives. The facility has been
established as part of efforts
to upgrade public parks and
encourage fitness activities
among people of all age
groups. Speaking on the occ
asion, Sri Ganesh said the
government is undertaking
various developmental ini-
tiatives across the Canton
ment area, including the
improvement of parks,
installation of open gyms,
and enhancement of other

public infrastructure. He sai
d such facilities would enco
urage residents to adopt hea
Ithy habits by engaging in
regular walking, exercise,
and outdoor physical activi-
ties. He noted that creating
accessible recreational spac
es is an important part of
urban development and con-
tributes to improving the
overall quality of life for cit-
izens. The MLA urged resi-
dents to make full use of the
new facility and maintain
the park for the benefit of
the community. Sri Ganesh
also spoke about the welfare
of Telangana movement
activists, alleging that the
previous BRS government
under former Chief
Minister K. Chandra shekar
Rao had failed to adequately
address their needs. He
claimed that the present
Congress government, led
by Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, is
making sincere efforts to

support Telangana activists
through various welfare
measures.
According to the MLA, the
government is taking steps
to provide assistance to eli-
gible activists, including
housing and other benefits,
in recognition of their con-
tribution to the Telangana
statehood movement.
Residents wel-
comed the inauguration of
the open gym and appreciat-
ed the efforts to improve
public amenities in the
locality. They expressed
hope that more such facili-
ties would be established in
other parks across the con-
stituency. The programme
concluded with the MLA
interacting with local resi-
dents and assuring them
that additional development
works aimed at improving
infrastructure, public
health, and civic amenities
would be taken up in the
coming months.

Questions Raised Over Massive Shed Construction

Quthbullapur, July 12 |
TPN Bureau

The construction of a large
industrial shed behind Ba
hadurpally Government Ju
nior College in Dundigal h
as triggered public concern,
with local residents ques-
tioning whether the project
has received the necessary
approvals from the con-
cerned authorities.

The structure, reportedly co
ming up near Balaji Plastic
Craft Company in Survey
No. 225 (Part-B) under the
Dundigal Circle, has been
progressing rapidly over

the past few weeks. How
ever, residents claim there
has been no visible action
from the Town Planning De
partment or other regulato-
ry agencies to verify the
legality of the construction.
Locals have questioned whe
ther the required permissio
ns were obtained from the
Greater Hyderabad Muni
cipal Corporation (GHMC)
or the Hyderabad Metropol
itan Development Authority
(HMDA). They have urged
the authorities to clarify
whether the construction
has been approved and, if

so, make the relevant permi
ssions public to dispel doub
ts. Residents also expressed
concern over the apparent
lack of monitoring during
the early stages of construc-
tion. They pointed out that
illegal structures are gener-
ally expected to be identi-
fied and halted at the initial
stage by town planning offi-
cials, but in this case, the
construction has continued
without interruption.The
issue has also raised ques-
tions about the functioning
of the Town Planning
Department.
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Bus Crew Held for Smuggling 41 kg Ganja

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The Eagle Force officials busted an interstate ganja smuggling
racket in Hyderabad on Sunday, arresting three persons and seiz-
ing 41 kilograms of marijuana allegedly transported from
Odisha to the city using a private travel bus.According to offi-
cials, the accused used a bus belonging to Baba Bholanath
Travels to smuggle the contraband. The investigation revealed
that the bus driver, conductor, and helper had allegedly con-
spired to transport the ganja in exchange for a commission. The
narcotics were loaded onto the bus in Odisha and were being
brought to Hyderabad for deliveryActing on specific intelli-
gence, Eagle Force personnel conducted a surprise operation
before the consignment could be handed over to the intended
recipient. During the raid, officials recovered 41 kilograms of
ganja valued at approximately ?20.5 lakh.The bus used in the
operation was impounded, and four mobile phones belonging to
the accused were seized as part of the investigation. Officials
said the confiscated devices would be examined to identify other
members of the smuggling network and trace previous drug
transportation activities.During interrogation, the arrested
accused reportedly admitted to their involvement in the trans-
portation of the narcotics. Police said another suspect involved
in the operation, along with the person who was to receive the
consignment in Hyderabad, is currently absconding. Efforts are
underway to trace and apprehend them.Officials expressed con-
cern over the growing misuse of private passenger buses for
interstate drug trafficking. They said smugglers are increasing-
ly exploiting commercial transport services to move narcotics
across state borders while attempting to avoid detection.The
Eagle Force has intensified surveillance on private transport
operators and warned that stringent action will be taken against
anyone found assisting or facilitating drug trafficking.
Authorities also appealed to transport companies and the public
to report suspicious activities, stressing that public cooperation
is essential in curbing the illegal narcotics trade.

Three Held for IIIegaI Nilgai Huntmg

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The Malkajgiri Zone Police busted an illegal wildlife hunting
and meat trafficking racket on Sunday by arresting three per-
sons who were allegedly transporting Nilgai meat to Hyderabad
for sale. The police seized 70 kilograms of Nilgai meat, firearms,
and ammunition during the operation.According to police, the
accused were intercepted during a vehicle inspection at the BITS
Pilani junction in Shameerpet. Acting on specific intelligence,
police stopped a Bolero vehicle and found large quantities of
Nilgai meat concealed inside. The three occupants were immedi-
ately taken into custody The arrested persons were identified as
Salmon Raj, also known as Sunil, Akhil, and Adinarayana.
During the search, police recovered 70 kilograms of Nilgai meat,
a licensed firearm, an air gun, a telescope, and
ammunition.Preliminary investigation revealed that the
accused had allegedly hunted the Nilgai in the forest areas of
Adilabad district before transporting the meat to Hyderabad for
illegal sale. Officials said the operation was carried out following
credible information that the suspects were misusing firearm
licences originally issued for self-protection.Based on the intelli-
gence, the Special Operations Team (SOT) kept the suspects
under surveillance before conducting the successful intercep-
tion at Shameerpet. Police believe the gang had been involved in
supplying wild animal meat to customers in the city.Cases have
been registered against the accused for alleged misuse of
firearm licences, besides offences under the Arms Act and the
Wildlife Protection Act. Following their arrest, the three were
produced before a court, which remanded them to judicial cus-
tody.Police said further investigation is underway to identify
other members of the network and trace the intended buyers of
the illegally hunted meat. Officials are examining whether the
accused were involved in similar wildlife crimes in the past and
if they had an established distribution network. Authorities reit-
erated that strict action would be taken against those involved in
wildlife poaching and illegal trade, emphasizing that such
offences pose a serious threat to biodiversity and violate wildlife
conservation laws.

Sudheer Reddy Reviews SIR Awareness Drive

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN Bureau 1.B Nagar MLA Devireddy
Sudheer Reddy on Sunday held a review meeting with party lead-
ers to discuss the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and called for extensive public awareness to
ensure that every eligible voter is included in the electoral
list.The meeting, held at the MLA's residence in LB Nagar, was
attended by former corporators, senior BRS leaders, division
presidents, and other Kkey functionaries from the
constituency. Addressing the gathering, Sudheer Reddy recalled
that BRS Working President K.T. Rama Rao had already briefed
party cadres on the importance of the SIR process and stressed
the need for active participation to safeguard the voting rights of
eligible citizens.The MLA instructed party leaders to conduct
door-to-door visits across all colonies in the constituency to edu-
cate residents about the voter list revision process. He empha-
sized that special attention should be given to ensuring that the
names of all eligible voters are correctly included in the elec-
toral rolls.Sudheer Reddy urged leaders to assist citizens in com-
pleting voter registration, corrections, additions, deletions, and
other modifications within the stipulated time by submitting the
required documents to the concerned authorities. He also
advised them to immediately contact election officials whenever
any discrepancies or issues arise during the revision
process.Describing the right to vote as one of the most valuable
constitutional rights of every citizen, the MLA appealed to the
public to verify their voter details carefully and ensure that all
information in the electoral rolls is accurate and up to date.He
said public participation is essential for maintaining an error-
free electoral roll and strengthening the democratic process. He
encouraged party workers to guide voters, particularly senior
citizens and first-time voters, in completing the required formal-
ities without delay.
®
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Grand Brahmotsavams Begin

Peddapalli, July 12 | TPN
Bureau

The annual 'Peddapatnam’
and 'Agnigunda’ Brahmotsa
vams commenced with tradi-
tional religious fervour at the
Sri  Mallikarjuna Swamy
Temple in Odela, Peddapalli
district, on Sunday. Hundreds
of devotees participated in
the opening-day rituals,
marking the beginning of
one of the temple's most sig-
nificant annual festivals.

The celebrations began early
in the morning with a series
of Vedic rituals, including

Ganapati Puja, Gauri Puja,
Mantapa Sthapana, the invo-
cation of Lord Veerabhadra
and other deities, followed by
Sunku and Yagna-Homa cere-
monies. Priests performed
the rituals amid the chanting
of Vedic hymns, creating a
spiritually vibrant atmos-
phere within the temple

premises.
Following the completion of
the rituals, Teertha-

Prasadam was distributed to
devotees who had gathered
from various parts of the dis-
trict and neighbouring areas

to seek the blessings of Lord
Mallikarjuna Swamy:.

Temple authorities said the
Peddapatnam Brahmotsavam
will be held on Sunday night,
while the Agnigunda
Mahotsavam, one of the
major highlights of the annu-
al celebrations, is scheduled
for the early hours of
Monday. Large numbers of
devotees are expected to par-
ticipate in the events, which
are known for their religious
significance and long-stand-
ing traditions.

The temple administration

Village Prays for Rain Throug

Adilabad, July 12 |
Bureau

Residents of Adigama K vil-
lage in Ichoda Mandal of
Adilabad district performed
special traditional rituals on
Sunday, offering prayers to
Goddess Kappathalli and
Lord Varuna for abundant
rainfall amid concerns over
inadequate monsoon show-
ers.

With agricultural activities
already underway and rain-
fall falling short of expecta-
tions, villagers gathered to
observe an age-old custom
believed to invoke the bless-
ings of the rain god.
Accompanied by traditional
musical instruments, devo-

TPN

tees carried out a ceremonial
procession through the vil-
lage streets before offering
special prayers to Goddess
Kappathalli.

The rituals were conducted
with the hope that the region
would receive timely and suf-
ficient rainfall, ensuring a
successful agricultural sea-
son. Farmers expressed con-

cern that delayed aﬁd uneven

rains could affect crop
growth and agricultural pro-
ductivity, making the need for
adequate precipitation more

urgent.
Village elders said the
Kappathalli worship has

been a long-standing tradi-
tion in Adigama K and is per-
formed whenever the area

REGIONAL

has appealed to devotees to
take part in the celebrations
in large numbers and receive
the blessings of the presiding
deity. Special arrangements
have been made to ensure the
smooth conduct of the festiv-
ities and the convenience of
pilgrims visiting the temple.

Board of Trustees Chairman
Cheekatla Mondayya, Temple
Executive Officer Sadayya,
members of the temple trust,
directors, and other officials
are personally supervising
the arrangements. Measures
have been taken to regulate

queues, distribute prasadam
efficientlyy, and maintain
cleanliness and security
throughout the festival.

The Odela Sri Mallikarjuna
Swamy Temple attracts thou-
sands of devotees every year
during the Brahmotsavams,
making the annual festival
one of the most important
spiritual events in the region.
Temple authorities expressed
confidence that this year's
celebrations would conclude
peacefully with enthusiastic
participation from devotees.

Traditional Rituals

experiences deficient rain-
fall. They noted that genera-
tions of villagers have con-
tinued the custom, reflecting
the community's deep cultur-
al and spiritual connection
with agriculture and nature.
Participants prayed for the
blessings of Lord Varuna,
expressing hope that tanks,
ponds, and other water bod-
ies would soon fill with rain-
water, providing relief to
farmers and securing water
resources for cultivation.

The event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from vil-
lagers across all age groups.
Farmers, women, youth, and
village elders joined the
prayers, reaffirming their

faith in traditional customs
and collective worship during
challenging times.

Among those who participat-
ed in the ceremony were
Baddam Ramachandra
Reddy, Chenala Mallesh
Reddy, Dikonda Srinivas,
Bhonagiri Raju,
Venkataramana Reddy, and
several other local leaders
and residents.

The rituals concluded with
prayers for a prosperous
farming season, good har-
vests, and overall well-being
of the village, as residents
expressed optimism that the
coming days would bring
widespread rainfall across
the region.

BRS Stages Protest Against CM's Remarks

Suryapet, July 12 | TPN
Bureau A massive protest
was held at the Kodad bus
stand in Sury apet district on
Sunday unde r the leadership
of former MLA Bollam Mall
aiah Yadav, condemning alleg
ed re marks made by Chief
Minis ter A. Revanth Reddy
against former Chief Minis
ter K. Chand rashekar Rao (K
CR). The de monstration witn
es sed the participation of
BRS leaders, party workers,
and supporters, who raised
slogans again st the Chief
Mini ster and demanded that

he withdraw his remarks.
Protes ters alleged that the co
mme nts were inappropriate
and disrespectful towards
KCR, whom they described as
the architect of the Telang
ana movement. Addressing
the gathering, Bollam Mallai
ah Yadav said that a person
hold ing the office of Chief
Minis ter should maintain
the dignity and decorum
associated with the post. He
alleged that resorting to per-
sonal attacks against opposi-
tion leaders weakens demo-
cratic traditions and lowers

the standards of political dis-
course. The former legislator
demanded that Revanth
Reddy issue an immediate
public apology for his
remarks. He claimed that
comments allegedly suggest-
ing violence against political
opponents were unacceptable
and contrary to democratic
values.Mallaiah Yadav also
criticized the Congress gov-
ernment, alleging that it was
spending more time on politi-
cal rhetoric than on gover-
nance. He said the adminis-
tration should focus on ful-

filling the promises made to
the people instead of engag-
ing in political confronta-
tions with the opposition.He
further alleged that such
statements could create
unnecessary social tensions
and urged the Chief Minister
to exercise restraint while
addressing political issues.
According to him, leaders
occupying constitutional
positions should set an exam-
ple by promoting responsible
and respectful public dis-
course.Warning of intensi-
fied protests if the alleged

remarks were not with-
drawn, Mallaiah Yadav said
Kodad, often referred to as
the gateway to Telangana,
would become the starting
point of a fresh public move-
ment against the govern-
ment's approach.The protest
concluded peacefully, with
participants reiterating their
demand for an apology from
the Chief Minister and urg-
ing the government to con-
centrate on development,
welfare, and effective gover-
nance rather than political
exchanges.

Fake SIR Staff Snatch Woman's Gold Chain

Yadadri-Bhongir, July 12 |
TPN Bureau

A woman was allegedly
cheated by two unidentified
men posing as Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) enu-
meration staff, who
decamped with her three-tola
gold mangalsutra in
Bibinagar of Yadadri-
Bhongir district on Sunday.
According to police, the inci-
dent occurred when the two
suspects arrived at the resi-
dence of Kukkadopu Andalu
and her husband on a motor-
cycle. Introducing them-
selves as officials engaged in
the ongoing SIR enumeration
process, they convinced the
couple that they needed to
take Andalu's photograph as
part of the verification proce-
dure.

Leopard Footprints Trigger Alert

The men allegedly instructed
Andalu to remove her man-
galsutra, claiming that it
should not be visible in the
photograph. Trusting their
explanation, she removed the
gold ornament and handed it
to her husband, who was
standing outside the house.
After taking the photo-
graphs, the suspects told
Andalu that she would have
to visit a nearby temple to
complete the SIR documenta-
tion process. They asked her
to accompany them, and she
walked with them for nearly
200 metres.

Police said that while Andalu
was being led away, the two
men suddenly turned back
on their motorcycle,
approached her husband,
forcibly snatched the gold

mangalsutra from his hands,
and sped away before anyone
could react.

Realising they had been
deceived, the couple immedi-

ately alerted the police.
Based on a complaint lodged
by Andalu, the Bibinagar
Police registered a case and
launched an investigation

into the incident.

Officials are examining
CCTV footage from nearby
roads and establishments to
identify the accused and
trace their escape route.
Police suspect the duo may
have targeted residents by
impersonating government
survey personnel and are
investigating whether they
were involved in similar
offences elsewhere.

Police have advised the pub-
lic to verify the identity of
officials visiting their homes
and to avoid handing over
valuables to strangers under
any circumstances. They
urged residents to immedi-
ately report suspicious indi-
viduals claiming to represent
government agencies with-
out proper identification.

ABVP Calls for Successful College Shutdown

Siddipet, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) has called upon
students, parents, and education-

release of fee reimbursement
funds after assuming office. He
asked Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy to clarify the status of that
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Gangula Calls for Grand
Jagannath Rath Yatra

Karimnagar, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Former Minister and Karimnagar MLA Gangula
Kamalakar on Sunday called upon devotees to participate
enthusiastically in the Jagannath Rath Yatra scheduled to
be held on July 16, urging the public to make the annual reli-
gious procession a grand success.Speaking at a programme
organized by the Jagannath Rath Yatra Festival Committee,
where pamphlets and posters for the event were unveiled,
Kamalakar expressed happiness that the Rath Yatra has
become an important annual tradition in Karimnagar,
attracting large numbers of devotees each year.The proces-
sion will commence from the Mahalaxmi Temple and con-
clude at Vaishya Bhavan, passing through the town's his-
toric streets. Kamalakar said the event reflects the rich spir-
itual and cultural heritage of the region and appealed to
devotees from across Karimnagar to participate voluntarily
and with devotion.The MLA also reiterated his support for
the establishment of an ISKCON Radha Govinda Mandir in
Karimnagar. He said three acres of land should be allotted
for the temple on the Sirisilla Bypass Road, which serves as
a gateway to the town, and urged that construction work
begin at the earliest.Kamalakar said he would make every
effort to help transform the proposed ISKCON temple into a
landmark spiritual destination for Karimnagar. He noted
that the temple would not only serve as a centre of devotion
but also promote cultural and spiritual values among devo-
tees.He highlighted the significance of the daily worship of
Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Goddess Subhadra,
stating that performing special aarti eight times a day would
provide devotees with opportunities for spiritual enrich-
ment and blessings.Later, Kamalakar participated in the
afternoon aarti at the ISKCON centre, offered prayers,
received the blessings of the deities, and accepted prasadam.
Members of the Jagannath Rath Yatra Festival Committee
briefed him on the preparations being made for the proces-
sion.Former Mayor Sardar Ravinder Singh, former corpora-
tor Harishankar, Guggilla Jayashree, Guggilla Srinivas, Dr.
L. Rajabhaskar Reddy, Tummala Ramesh Reddy, Capt. Dr.
Burra Madhusudhan Reddy, Rallabandi Gopal Reddy, festi-
val committee members, and several devotees attended the

Mayor Lays
Foundation for CC Road

Lol

Karimnagar, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Karimnagar City Mayor Kolagani Srinivas on Sunday
laid the foundation stone for a cement concrete (CC)
road near the Peddamma Thalli Temple in Hanuman
Nagar of the city's 1st Division. The project will be
taken up by the Karimnagar Municipal Corporation
at an estimated cost of ?12.80 lakh from its general
funds.Addressing the gathering, the Mayor said the
Municipal Corporation is committed to strengthen-
ing civic infrastructure and improving the quality of
life for residents through planned development works
across the city. He stated that the construction of bet-
ter roads, drainage systems, streetlights, and sanita-
tion facilities remains a priority in every municipal
division based on local requirements.Kolagani
Srinivas said the newly sanctioned CC road would
improve connectivity for residents and facilitate easi-
er movement in the locality, especially during the
rainy season. He emphasized that infrastructure proj-
ects are being implemented with a focus on long-term
durability and public convenience.The Mayor

Mahabubabad, July 12 |
TPN Bureau

Forest officials have issued
a cautionary advisory to
residents and farmers in
Gudur Mandal of
Mahabubabad district after
footprints discovered near
agricultural fields were
preliminarily identified as
those of a leopard.
According to officials, the
footprints were found on a
farm near the Kodi
Cheruvu area close to the
Gudur mandal headquar-
ters. The matter came to
light after a farmer report-
ed spotting a wild animal
movement in the vicinity
on Saturday evening.

The farmer had reportedly

working in agricultural
lands located near vegeta-
tion and water bodies.

Officials also appealed to
the public to immediately
report any leopard sight-
ings or suspicious animal
movements to the Forest
Department so that timely
action can be taken. They
emphasized that unneces-
sary attempts to approach
or chase the animal should
be avoided.Forest person-
nel have intensified sur-
veillance in and around the
affected area and are close-
ly monitoring develop-
ments. Necessary precau-
tionary measures are being
taken to ensure the safety
of villagers and to prevent

On Sunday morning, the
farmer returned to the
location along with fellow
cultivators to inspect the
area. During the search,
they discovered animal
footprints and immediately
alerted the Forest
Department.A team of for-
est officials visited the site
and examined the foot-
prints. Based on the pre-
liminary assessment, the
tracks appear to belong to a
leopard. However, officials
said further monitoring
and verification are being
carried out to confirm the
animal's presence in the
area.Following the discov-
ery, the Forest Department
advised farmers and resi-

commitment and urged the gov-
ernment to take immediate steps
to clear the arrears.

He also demanded comprehen-
sive measures to improve infra-
structure, academic facilities,
and the overall functioning of
government educational institu-
tions across the state. According
to him, strengthening the educa-
tion sector should be a priority to
ensure quality learning opportu-
nities for all students.

During the press conference,
ABVP leaders released a wall
poster publicizing the proposed
college shutdown and appealed
to students, parents, and college
managements to cooperate with
the protest. They said the shut-
down is intended to peacefully

al institutions to support the
statewide college shutdown
scheduled for July 14 to highlight
issues affecting higher education
in Telangana.

Addressing a press conference at
the Siddipet Press Club on
Sunday, ABVP State Working
Committee member Aditya said
the shutdown aims to draw the
government's attention to unre-
solved issues in colleges, particu-
larly the delay in fee reimburse-
ment payments and the condition
of government educational insti-
tutions.Aditya alleged that fee
reimbursement arrears in the
state had mounted to nearly
212,000 crore, affecting the educa-
tion of around 20 lakh students
from economically weaker sec-

instructed municipal officials to closely supervise the
construction to ensure that the work is executed
according to prescribed quality standards and com-
pleted within the stipulated timeframe. He stressed
that maintaining high construction quality is essen-
tial to provide lasting benefits to the public.He also
assured residents that the Municipal Corporation
would continue to undertake development works with
public cooperation and address civic issues in a
phased manner. According to the Mayor, the adminis-
tration is committed to ensuring balanced develop-
ment in all divisions of the city.

Local residents welcomed the initiative and
expressed appreciation for the civic improvements
being undertaken in Hanuman Nagar. They thanked
the Mayor and requested that additional infrastruc-
ture and welfare projects be implemented in the area
to meet the growing needs of the community. The pro-
gramme was attended by 1st Division Corporator

visited his field around 7 dents of nearby villages to any potential human- tions. He said thousands of stu- highlight the concernsof thestu- Bhari Aparna Jitender, 26th Division Corporator
p.m. when he noticed an remain vigilant and avoid wildlife conflict. dents were facing uncertainty dent community and seek timely ~ Vaidyula Anjan Kumar, members of the Mudiraj
animal moving through venturing into isolated The department has due to the delay in clearing pend- government intervention. Sangham, public representatives, local leaders, party
dense Jeeluga vegetation fields alone, especially dur-  assured residents that con- ing reimbursements. District Women's Convener  orkers, municipal officials, and a large number of
and heard unusual sounds  ing the early morning and tinuous monitoring will The ABVP leader questioned the =~ Mrudulayya, City Secretary  pogiqents, including women and youth. The

Tarun, Lokesh, Akanksh, Pavan,
Srikanth, and other ABVP mem-
bers participated in the pro-
gramme.

Congress government's commit-
ment to resolving the issue,
recalling its promise to establish
a "Green Channel" for the timely

continue until the situation
is fully assessed and appro-
priate measures are imple-
mented.

from the nearby bushes.
Alarmed by the incident,
he left the area and
informed other farmers.

evening hours. People have
been urged to travel in
groups whenever possible
and exercise caution while

Karimnagar Municipal Corporation said it would
continue to prioritize essential infrastructure proj-
ects aimed at enhancing urban amenities and ensur-
ing sustainable development across the city.
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Silence o Sadows

Naughty shadows, like wayward
clouds
they cast a spell......
With full of yearnings and ambitions
For some
It is the survival!
The precincts and the back lanes
the villas and the alleys
filled with aesthetic thespians
the white, the black, and the brown
and they all look alike in the nightfall
in that beautiful night
factories chimney out the agony
the dying day leaves with sad shades
the Maiden Evening robed in gold
embarks in boundless shadows
who overhauls these pleasure workers
there are unwritten stories in their
eyelids
there are untold sagas behind their
eyebrows
here and there is a song
striving to colours these shadows
but it is the curves that matter

Late in the night
Silence nurses the wounds
Only to shape the distorted figure

Next day
It’s a new shadow of an old body
(A tribute to transgenders who struggle
to survive)

Dr. Srinivas Vasudev
Academic Director,
Krishnaveni Talent School, Hyderabad.
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Varala Anand

Every language has poets. A
few languages produce visionar-
ies. But only rarely does a poet
emerge who belongs not merely
to a language, but to the con-
science of an age. K. Satchidan-
andan is one such presence in
contemporary Indian literature,
apoet whose words travel farther
than geography, whose imagina-
tion crosses borders more easily
than birds, and whose poems con-
tinue to illuminate the fragile
space between freedom and fear.

Atthe heart of K. Satchidanan-
dan’s poetry flows an unwavering
commitment to human freedom.
His poems challenge and resist
every form of oppression politi-
cal, social, religious, linguistic,
and cultural. Yet this resistance
never hardens into rhetoric or
slogans; it is transformed into po-
etry, touching the reader with its
quiet moral force and profound
humanism.

One of the most distinctive
qualities of his creative work is
its remarkable universality.
Though rooted in the soil of Ker-
ala, his poetic vision expands
into a shared human experience.
In the suffering of an individual,
he perceives the anguish of hu-
manity itself; in the flight of a
bird, he glimpses the timeless
dream of freedom.

Nature occupies a central place
in Satchidanandan’s imaginative
world. Trees, rivers, birds, rain,
seeds, and seasons are not mere
decorative elements in his po-
ems. They are living presences,
vibrant with consciousness and
meaning. They converse with hu-
man beings and participate in
their destinies. In his poetry, na-
ture is not simply a backdrop but
a mirror to the human spirit in a
vital force that reminds us of our
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forgotten kinship with the earth.

If Malayalam poetry were a
vast river, Satchidanandan ar-
rives like a migratory current
flowing into that river from dis-
tant oceans, carrying with it the
salt of history, the dust of exile,
the pollen of many languages,
and the restless dreams of
humanity.

Reading Satchidanandan is not
unlike standing on a seashore at
dusk. One hears many voices at
once the murmur of waves, the
cry of birds, and the silence be-
tween two winds. His poems
seem to emerge from that thresh-
old where the personal becomes
political and the political returns
to the intimacy of human
suffering.

Rabindranath Tagore sought
the infinite in the flowering of
the human spirit. Pablo Neruda
discovered history in a grain of
salt and revolution in a loaf of
bread. Octavio Paz wandered
through the labyrinths of lan-
guage and solitude in search of
the hidden self. Satchidanandan
converses with all three tradi-
tions, yet remains unmistakably
his own.

Like Tagore, he believes poetry
must enlarge the boundaries of
human sympathy. Yet where
Tagore's gaze often rose toward
the sky, Satchidanandan fre-
quently bends toward the earth
to refugees crossing deserts, la-
bourers carrying invisible bur-
dens, forests threatened by greed,
and children trapped beneath the
shadows of war.

Like Neruda, he understands
that poetry cannot remain indif-
ferent to injustice. But unlike
Neruda's volcanic rhetoric,
Satchidanandan often chooses
the quiet force of a whisper. His
resistance is less a clenched fist
than an open wound. He per-
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suades not by shouting, but by
making silence speak.

And he treats language as a ter-
ritory of discovery. Satchidanan-
dan walks outward into the
crowded streets of history. His
poems become meeting places
where memory, politics, ecology,
myth, and longing gather around
the same fire.

The uniqueness of Satchidan-
andan lies in his ability to trans-
form poetry into a form of ethical
attention. He writes as though
every living thing deserves to be
heard. In his work, birds are not
ornaments of nature, they are
citizens of freedom. Trees are not
landscape; they are repositories
of memory. Rivers are not scen-
ery, they are biographies flowing
through time. Many poets write
about the world. Satchidanandan
listens to it.

That distinction is crucial

The modern world often resem-
bles an enormous airport where
millions are in transit yet few
truly arrive. Nations build fenc-
es. Religions construct walls.
Markets convert everything into
commodities. Amid this noise,
Satchidanandan's poetry func-
tions like a migratory bird that
refuses to recognize political
maps. It flies from Kerala to Pal-
estine, from Latin America to Af-
rica, from a village path to a glob-
al crisis, carrying the same
message: human dignity is
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The Bird That Refuses Borders: K. Satchidanandan

( Therecipient of the ‘Sinare Vishvambara Puraskar’, to be presented in Hyderabad on July 29, 2026. )
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indivisible.

His poems remind us that suf-
fering has no nationality

Perhaps this is why his work
resonates across languages.
Translation does not merely
transport his poetry it reveals its
natural habitat. Some poems be-
long deeply to one culture. Satch-
idanandan's belong to the larger
republic of human experience.
They travel well because their
roots sink into the common soil
of hope, grief, love, and
resistance.

His achievement as a transla-
tor further expands this vision.
Most translators build bridges.
Satchidanandan builds migrato-
ry routes. Through his efforts,
poems do not simply cross from
one language to another; they ac-
quire new skies in which to fly.
He has been among the most im-
portant architects of literary dia-
logue in modern India, helping
languages encounter one another
not as rivals, but as companions.

There is also a profound eco-
logical consciousness running
through his work. Long before
environmental catastrophe be-
came a global headline, Satchi-
danandan understood that the
destruction of nature is ultimate-
ly the destruction of human
memory. In his poetry, the felling
of atree is never merely an envi-
ronmental event, it is the erasure
of a chapter from the earth's

autobiography.

This sensitivity gives his poet-
ry a rare moral texture. He does
not place humanity above nature,
he places humanity within it. His
poems suggest that the future of
civilization may depend upon re-
covering our forgotten kinship
with birds, rivers, forests, and the
silent lives that surround us.

Within Indian literature,
Satchidanandan occupies a sin-
gular position. He is not merely a
major Malayalam poet. He is one
of the few contemporary Indian
writers whose work has consist-
ently negotiated between the lo-
cal and the universal, between
rootedness and openness, be-
tween cultural identity and plan-
etary consciousness.

He stands at a crossroads
where many literary traditions
meet. The lyric tenderness of
Tagore, the historical urgency of
Neruda, the philosophical rest-
lessness of Paz, and the demo-
cratic imagination of modern
India converge in his work. Yet
the resulting voice is uniquely
Satchidanandan's a voice at once
intimate and expansive, rooted
and migratory, wounded and
hopeful.

In an age increasingly defined
by division, his poetry remains
an act of hospitality.

It opens windows where walls
are being built.

It plants trees where deserts
are advancing.

It releases birds where cages
are multiplying.

And perhaps that is the lasting
significance of K.
Satchidanandan.

He reminds us that poetry is
not merely an arrangement of
words. It is a way of keeping hu-
manity alive.

For every age produces its own
monuments of stone and steel.
Few produce a living
conscience.

K. Satchidanandan is one of
those rare consciences, a poet
who continues to teach us that
the truest homeland of literature
is neither a nation nor a lan-
guage, but the human
heart.

Noble Laureate, Literary Gaint... The Nation's Pride
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Dr. T. Radhakrishnam

acharyulu

Noble laureate, literary gi-
ant and the nation's pride, Ra-
bindranath Tagore is popular-
ly known as ‘Gurudev’ and the
‘Universal Poet’. He was a mon-
umental and magnanimous
Bengali poet, writer, composer,
and philosopher who redrafted
modern Indian literature and
music.

He was the first non-Europe-
an and first Asian to win the
Nobel Prize for Literature in
1913 for his celebrated poetry
collection Gitanjali. The work
has been translated into many
Indian and world languages
and remains a great contribu-
tion to world literature. The
main theme of Gitanjali is the
great message that indicates
the greatness of labour by
looking at the entire creation
with love and portraying the
despair that depresses human-
ity. His poetry was enriched
with metaphors, alliterations,
and symbols. It had an in-depth
and vast canvas carrying pro-
found thematic messages.

He was the novel literary
thinker and the unique com-
poser behind the national an-
thems of two countries — In-
dia’s Jana Gana Mana and
Bangladesh’s Amar Shonar
Bangla.

His achievements include
founding the experimental
open-air institution Shantini-
ketan to promote holistic
learning close to nature, which
later became Visva-Bharati
University. In 1919, he formally
renounced his British knight-
hood as a direct protest against
the Jallianwala Bagh Massa-
cre, a daring step in the liter-
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ary world.

Prominent Works of Ra-
bindranath Tagore

Tagore’s prominent works
include Gitanjali (Song Offer-
ings), his globally acclaimed
collection of devotional and
spiritual poetry; Gora, a highly
influential novel dealing with
political identity, caste, and re-
ligion during colonial rule;
Ghare-Baire (The Home and
the World), a novel capturing
the complexities of early Indi-
an nationalism; and Rabindra
Sangeet, a vast body of over
2,000 songs that remain central
to Bengali culture.

Childhood and Early Life

His childhood was spent in a
fascinating manner. He used to
sit before a castor-oil lamp
with a book, reading while
yawning and dozing off. Upon
waking, he would go into the
garden to admire and enjoy the
beauty of nature. He was pas-
sionately fond of stories. He
grew up leading a simple life,
dressed in plain clothes.

While his childhood was
spent within the confines of
the home, the outside world
seemed wondrous to him. He
was driven by a curiosity to un-
ravel the mysteries of the
world.

Disliking formal schooling,
Rabindranath studied at home
with discipline. He read illus-
trated English novels on his
own and studied the works of
Kalidasa and Shakespeare. He
mastered the language thor-
oughly and cultivated a deep
affection for his mother tongue.

After enrolling in a public
school in England, Ra-
bindranath developed a pas-

sion for English literature by
attending Professor Morley’s
lectures. He deeply absorbed
English culture and traditions
by listening to speeches by lit-
erary figures, conversing with
them, and attending plays and
musical concerts.

He used to write letters to the
Bharati magazine recounting
his experiences. It was during
his stay in England that Ra-
bindranath composed the
poem Bhagna Hridayam (The
Broken Heart). However, de-
spite spending eighteen
months in England, he re-
turned to his homeland with-
out obtaining any degree.

The great work in world lit-
erature, Gitanjali, rendered
the main theme of a profound
message that indicates the
greatness of labour by looking
at the entire creation with love
and portraying the despair that
depresses humanity.

His achievements include
founding Shantiniketan, an ex-
perimental open-air institu-
tion promoting learning close
to nature, which later became
Visva-Bharati University. His
renunciation of knighthood in
1919 as a protest against the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre re-
mained a remarkable step in
the literary world.

Rabindranath Tagore’s
prominent works include Gi-
tanjali (Song Offerings), his
globally acclaimed collection
of devotional and spiritual po-
etry; Gora, a novel dealing with
political identity, caste, and re-
ligion during colonial rule;
Ghare-Baire (The Home and
the World), capturing the com-
plexities of early Indian na-
tionalism; and Rabindra Sang-
eet, a collection of more than
2,000 songs that remain the
centre point of Bengali
culture.

Tagore’s childhood reflected
simplicity, curiosity and imagi-
nation. He used to read under

a castor-oil lamp, explore the
beauty of nature and nurture
his love for stories. His disci-
plined home education helped
him develop a deep under-

-

standing of literature and
languages.

After enrolling in England,
he continued to explore Eng-
lish literature and culture but
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returned to India without com-
pleting a degree.
Noble laureate and literary

giant Rabindranath Tagore un-
doubtedly remained a symbol

of national pride.

Rabindranath Tagore
breathed his last on August 7,
1941, at the age of 80, in
Calcutta.
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Gold and silver prices are ex-
pected to remain volatile with
a corrective trend in the com-
ing week as investors closely
monitor escalating tensions be-
tween the United States and
Iran, movements in crude oil
prices, and key inflation data
from major economies.

Market analysts said the re-
newed conflict in West Asia has
increased uncertainty in global
financial markets. The latest
tensions intensified after Iran
reportedly targeted a commer-
cial vessel and announced the
closure of the strategically im-
portant Strait of Hormuz. In

response, the United States car-
ried out strikes on Tehran,
prompting Iran to retaliate by
attacking American-linked in-
stallations in the United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait and
Bahrain.

Experts believe any further
escalation could push crude oil
prices higher, reigniting infla-
tion concerns worldwide. Ris-
ing oil prices may strengthen
safe-haven assets such as the
US dollar and US Treasury
bonds, limiting gains in pre-
cious metals despite height-
ened geopolitical risks.

Pranav Mer, Senior Vice

President of Commodity and
Currency Research at JM Fi-
nancial Services, said gold and
silver continue to exhibit a cor-
rective trend. According to
him, markets will closely
watch geopolitical develop-
ments, as a major escalation
could significantly influence
commodity prices and investor
sentiment.

Apart from geopolitical
events, traders will focus on in-
flation data from India, the
United States and the Europe-
an Union for clues on the fu-
ture course of interest rates by
central banks. Economic indi-

INDIA

cators from the US, including
retail sales, housing data and
weekly jobless claims, are also
expected to influence market
direction. Additionally, China's
GDP growth, industrial pro-
duction, trade figures and bank
lending data will be watched
closely for signals about global
economic recovery.

In the domestic market, MCX
gold futures for August deliv-
ery declined by Rs. 3,900, or 2.65
per cent, during the week to
settle at Rs. 1.43 lakh per 10
grams. Silver futures for Sep-
tember delivery recorded an
even sharper fall, dropping Rs.

Punjab ManArrested in <1.6 Grore
Digital Loan Fraud Case

Delhi Police has arrested a
24-year-old man from Punjab
for his alleged involvement in
a cyber fraud racket that used
stolen Aadhaar and PAN card
details to obtain personal loans
in the names of unsuspecting
victims. Investigators believe
the syndicate targeted nearly
50 people and fraudulently se-
cured loans worth around 1.6
crore.

The case came to light after
avictim approached the Cyber
Police Station in Rohini on
June 25, claiming he was re-
ceiving repeated calls from
loan recovery agents demand-
ing repayment of aloan he had
never taken. A check of his
CIBIL report revealed that a

4.5 lakh personal loan had
been sanctioned in his name
by a private finance company
using his PAN details. Police
also found that the mobile
number linked to his Aadhaar

Kerala's Palakkad district is
set to strengthen its unique
place in global space explora-
tion as NASA astronaut of In-
dian origin Dr Anil Menon pre-
pares to launch to the
International Space Station
(ISS) aboard Russia's Soyuz MS-
29 spacecraft on July 15. With
his mission, Palakkad will be
linked to three distinguished
astronauts, making it one of
the few regions in the world
with such a remarkable associ-
ation with human spaceflight.

The trio includes Dr Anil
Menon, private astronaut Anna
Menon, and Air Commodore
Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair,
one of India's astronaut-desig-
nates for the Gaganyaan hu-
man spaceflight programme.
The achievement has become a
matter of pride for Kerala,
which is also home to Thumba,
the birthplace of India's space
programme.

Ahead of the launch, Air
Commodore Prasanth Nair
shared an emotional message
congratulating Anil Menon and
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had been changed without his
knowledge.

During the investigation, of-
ficials traced the loan amount
to the bank account of Ajay
Kumar, a resident of Mohali,
Punjab. He was arrested after
police tracked his movements
through technical surveillance

his wife Anna Menon, recalling
the time they spent training to-
gether in Houston. He de-
scribed the couple as a "com-
plete astronaut family" and
said their connection to Kerala
and India would always be
cherished.

Born to an Indian father and
a Ukrainian mother, Anil
Menon grew up in the United
States but has maintained close
ties with India. Before joining
NASA's astronaut corps, he
spent a year in New Delhi as a

and intelligence inputs. A mo-
bile phone allegedly used in
the fraud was recovered from
his possession.

Forensic examination of the
device revealed that the com-
plainant's personal informa-
tion had been shared among
members of the fraud network
before the loan application was
processed. During interroga-
tion, the accused reportedly
admitted to being part of a
larger syndicate that misused
Aadhaar and PAN details to se-
cure digital loans from private
finance companies.

Police said the gang also
changed the mobile numbers
linked to victims' Aadhaar
cards, enabling them to com-
plete online KYC verification
and loan applications without
the knowledge of the account
holders. The loan amounts
were routed through bank ac-
counts of individuals who al-

Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar
supporting India's polio eradi-
cation programme, an experi-
ence that shaped his career as a
physician and humanitarian.
A highly accomplished medi-
cal doctor, aerospace medicine
specialist, engineer, pilot and
colonel in the United States
Space Force, Menon previously
served as a NASA flight sur-
geon, supporting astronauts on
ISS missions before being se-
lected as an astronaut himself.
He will travel to the orbital

lowed their accounts to be used
in exchange for commissions.

Rohini Deputy Commission-
er of Police Shashank Jaiswal
said the investigation indi-
cates that the racket is much
larger than initially suspected.
Authorities are now working
to identify other members of
the syndicate, trace additional
mule bank accounts, and lo-
cate more victims.

Cyber law expert Pawan
Duggal warned that such
crimes are increasing due to
weak implementation of data
protection measures and inad-
equate compliance with KYC
and cybersecurity standards.
Delhi Police has urged citizens
to avoid sharing Aadhaar, PAN,
and other sensitive documents
on unverified websites and to
use only trusted platforms for
financial transactions. Fur-
ther investigation is

underway.

Palakkad’s Space Legacy Grows as NASA's
Anil Menon Prepares for ISS Mission

laboratory with Russian cosmo-
nauts Pyotr Dubrov and Anna
Kikina, where the crew is ex-
pected to spend nearly eight
months conducting scientific
experiments. The mission will
focus on studies related to hu-
man health in microgravity,
blood circulation, advanced
medical technologies, artificial
intelligence-assisted health-
care and techniques that could
support future missions to the
Moon and Mars.

Anil Menon's wife, Anna
Menon, is also a NASA astro-
naut candidate and previously
served as the medical officer on
SpaceX's landmark Polaris
Dawn mission, which featured
the world's first commercial
spacewalk. Together, the couple
represent one of the world's
rare astronaut families.

As the countdown to launch
begins, excitement is building
across Kerala, with Palakkad
celebrating yet another mile-
stone in its remarkable contri-
bution to global space
exploration.

War Veteran Battles Land Fraud After
Serving Nation in Three Wars

A 92-year-old Indian Army war
veteran who fought in the 1962,
1965 and 1971 wars is now fighting
what his family calls his "fourth
battle"—a legal struggle to reclaim
his agricultural land in Ra-
jasthan's Jaisalmer district, alleg-
edly transferred using forged doc-
uments without his knowledge.

Retired Honorary Captain
Chunni Lal, a resident of Kangra
in Himachal Pradesh, was allotted
25 bighas of agricultural land in
Mohangarh, Jaisalmer, in 2002 af-
ter being displaced by the Pong
Dam project. However, due to inad-
equate irrigation and infrastruc-
ture, he returned to his native vil-
lage while a neighbour initially
looked after the land. The proper-
ty later remained unattended for
several years.

According to police, the veteran
recently discovered that his land
had been transferred to another
person through an allegedly

fraudulent sale deed. In his com-
plaint, Chunni Lal alleged that an
impersonator appeared before the
sub-registrar's office on June 16,
posing as him and executing the
sale using a fake photograph,
forged Aadhaar card, fabricated
signatures and other counterfeit
documents. The land mutation
was subsequently recorded at the
tehsil office on June 22.

Based on his complaint, police
have registered a case against four
individuals—Mohanlal, Dhannar-
am, Karnaram and Omprakash—

on charges of cheating, forgery
and criminal conspiracy.

The former Army officer said
he never imagined that after de-
fending the country in three wars,
he would have to spend his old age
visiting police stations and gov-
ernment offices to protect his own
property. He alleged that proper
verification of identity documents
during the registration process
could have prevented the fraud.

His son, Multan Singh Thakur,
described the legal battle as his fa-
ther's "fourth war." He said the el-

derly veteran, who is a heart pa-
tient, has been physically
exhausted after making repeated
visits to government offices over
the past few days. Despite his
health condition, Chunni Lal re-
mains determined to recover his
land.

Police said the preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed that re-
cords of several agricultural land
parcels in the Mohangarh area are
still maintained offline, making
them vulnerable to fraudulent
transactions. Investigators sus-
pect that properties belonging to
absentee landowners are being
targeted through forged
documentation.

Authorities are now scrutinis-
ing registration records, identity
documents and revenue files to
identify similar fraudulent trans-
actions and determine the involve-
ment of those responsible. The
investigation is continuing.

14,746, or 6.2 per cent, to close
at Rs. 2.22 lakh per kilogram.
Internationally, Comex gold
futures slipped to 4,113.7 US
dollars per ounce, while silver
settled at 60.16 US dollars per
ounce. Analysts attributed the
weakness to a stronger US dol-
lar, firm crude oil prices and
expectations that interest rates
could remain elevated for long-
er.Market experts said bullion
prices have repeatedly failed to
sustain rallies, with investors
preferring to book profits rath-
er than build fresh positions.
They believe gold and silver
are likely to remain under
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Gold, Silver Likely to RemainVolatile Amid West Asia Tensions

pressure unless there is a sig-
nificant easing in geopolitical
tensions or fresh economic

data alters expectations re-
garding global monetary
policy.

BJP Seeks Evidence From Omar
Abdullah Over DefectionAllegations

A political row has erupted
in Jammu and Kashmir after
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah alleged that attempts were
made to lure National Confer-
ence (NC) legislators with
huge financial inducements
and political promises to engi-
neer defections. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has strong-
ly denied the allegations and
demanded that the Chief Min-
ister either produce evidence
or publicly apologise.

Addressing a public rally in
Srinagar, Abdullah claimed
that a Jammu-based NC MLA
informed him about an alleged
offer made through a Supreme
Court lawyer whom he de-
scribed as being close to the
BJP. According to the Chief
Minister, the legislator was al-
legedly offered between 20
crore and 30 crore, a ministe-
rial berth and even a promise
of restoring statehood in ex-
change for switching political
allegiance. He termed the al-
leged move an attempt to un-
dermine the people's mandate
and destabilise the elected
government.

Reacting to the allegations,
BJP's Jammu and Kashmir
president Sat Sharma de-
manded that Omar Abdullah
reveal the identity of the BJP
leader allegedly involved or
withdraw the statement and
apologise. He maintained that
accusations of such a serious
nature should not be made
without credible evidence.

BJP MLA R.S. Pathania also

BJP

dismissed the allegations as
"false, baseless and politically
motivated." He said any claim
involving bribery of elected
representatives must be
backed by verifiable proof and
urged the Chief Minister to
submit evidence to the Jammu
and Kashmir Police, the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) or
any other competent investi-
gating agency if such an inci-
dent had indeed taken place.

Pathania questioned why no
FIR or formal complaint had
been filed if an MLA was actu-
ally approached with an offer
to defect. He also sought de-
tails of the alleged incident,
including the identity of the
legislator, the person who
made the offer, the BJP leader
purportedly involved, and
when and where the alleged
meeting took place.

Warning of legal action, the
BJP leader said that if the
Chief Minister failed to sub-
stantiate his claims, the party

would explore all legal op-
tions, including filing a crimi-
nal defamation case. He ar-
gued that unverified
allegations of this magnitude
damage the credibility of dem-
ocratic institutions and should
not be used as political
rhetoric.

Pathania further alleged
that the Chief Minister was at-
tempting to divert attention
from governance issues and
criticism faced by the ruling
alliance. He claimed that sev-
eral legislators from the ruling
coalition had recently raised
concerns regarding the func-
tioning of ministers during a
meeting in Dachigam.

The controversy has intensi-
fied political tensions in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, with both
the ruling National Confer-
ence and the BJP standing
firm on their respective posi-
tions. The matter is expected
to remain a key political issue
in the coming days.

Ladakh Creates 17 NewTehsils to Improve
Access t_o Government Services

In a major administrative
reform aimed at bringing gov-
ernance closer to people living
in remote and border areas,
the Ladakh administration has
created 17 new tehsils, increas-
ing the total number from 15 to
32. The move is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the long dis-
tances residents currently
travel to access government
services and make the region's
five newly created districts ful-
ly operational.

The decision comes less than
three months after the Union
Territory announced the crea-
tion of five new districts—Nu-
bra, Sham, Changthang, Zan-
skar and Drass—raising the
total number of districts in
Ladakh from two to seven. The
latest reorganisation establish-
es the revenue administration
required for these districts to
function effectively.

Officials said many resi-
dents in Ladakh's remote vil-
lages currently travel more
than 300 kilometres across dif-
ficult mountainous terrain to
reach government offices.
With the creation of new

tehsils, administrative servic-
es such as revenue records,
land-related work and public
welfare services are expected
to become more accessible.
The restructuring follows
recommendations made by a
Union Territory-level commit-
tee, which found that several
tehsils extended across multi-
ple districts, leading to over-
lapping jurisdictions and ad-
ministrative complications.
Under the revised framework,
every revenue village will now
fall under a single tehsil, and
every tehsil will be linked to
only one district, ensuring
greater administrative clarity.
Aspart of the exercise, 17 ex-
isting niabats have been up-
graded into full-fledged tehsils.
The administration has direct-
ed the Chief Secretary to ap-
point tehsildars immediately
so that the new units become
operational without delay.
Following the reorganisa-
tion, Leh district will have five
tehsils, Kargil seven, Nubra
six, Sham five, Changthang
four, Zanskar four and Drass

one.

Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena said the re-
forms are designed to make
governance more citizen-cen-
tric and improve public ser-
vice delivery. He noted that the
reorganisation would strength-
en grassroots administration,
streamline revenue manage-
ment and ensure faster imple-
mentation of development pro-
grammes, particularly in
remote and border regions.

The Lieutenant Governor
also said the restructuring
aligns with the vision of bal-
anced and inclusive develop-
ment by ensuring every citizen
has easier access to essential
government services.

Ladakh became a Union Ter-
ritory in October 2019 follow-
ing the reorganisation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir. The latest adminis-
trative overhaul marks anoth-
er significant step in strength-
ening governance, improving
accessibility and addressing
the unique challenges posed by
the region's vast geography,
sparse population and difficult
terrain.
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15 Indian Tourists Killed in Vietnam Boat Tragedy

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar expressed deep
grief over the tragic boat acci-
dent near Phu Quoc Island in
Vietnam that claimed the lives
of 15 Indian tourists, while as-
suring support to the affected
families and wishing a speedy
recovery to those injured.

In a message posted on the
social media platform X, Jais-
hankar said he was "deeply
distressed" by the incident and
extended heartfelt condolences
to the bereaved families. He
also prayed for the quick recov-

ery of the injured passengers.

The accident occurred when
a tourist speedboat carrying 36
people, including 32 Indian
tourists, capsized near Hon
May Rut Ngoai Island off the
coast of Phu Quoc, a popular
tourist destination in southern
Vietnam. The Indian Embassy
in Vietnam later confirmed
that all 15 fatalities were Indi-
an nationals.

The tragedy has sent shock-
waves across India, with sev-
eral state governments coordi-
nating with the Ministry of

External Affairs to assist af-
fected families and facilitate
the return of the victims' mor-
tal remains.

Kerala Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan confirmed that two
of the deceased were residents
of Kottarakkara in Kerala.
Identifying them as A.C.
Thomas (57) and Loveni Thom-
as (56), he said the state gov-
ernment was working closely
with the Ministry of External
Affairs to expedite all neces-
sary procedures. He conveyed
his heartfelt condolences to the

GLOBAL

grieving family.

Andhra Pradesh Minister
Kondapalli Srinivas also ex-
pressed sorrow over the inci-
dent, stating that around 33
tourists from Andhra Pradesh
were part of the travel group.
He said three people from the
state had lost their lives, while
another victim was undergo-
ing treatment in the intensive
care unit. Describing the inci-
dent as heartbreaking, the
Minister said the state govern-
ment was closely monitoring
the situation and extending all

Former Qatar Emir Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani Passes Away at 74

Former Emir of Qatar
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani, the visionary leader
who transformed the small
Gulf nation into a global diplo-
matic, economic and media
powerhouse, passed away on
Sunday at the age of 74. The
state-run Qatar News Agency
confirmed his death but did not
disclose the cause.

Sheikh Hamad ruled Qatar
from 1995 to 2013, a period
marked by rapid economic
growth, ambitious global in-
vestments and an increasingly
influential foreign policy. He
voluntarily abdicated in June
2013 in favour of his son,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, becoming one of the few
Arab rulers to peacefully trans-
fer power during his lifetime.

Widely regarded as the archi-
tect of modern Qatar, Sheikh
Hamad used the country's vast
natural gas wealth to diversify
its economy and strengthen its
international presence. Under
his leadership, Qatar emerged

1\
as one of the world's wealthiest
nations on a per-capita basis
and invested heavily in global
businesses, real estate and in-
frastructure. Among its high-
profile overseas acquisitions
was the iconic Harrods depart-
ment store in London.

His tenure also witnessed the
launch of Al Jazeera, the influ-
ential satellite television net-
work that reshaped news broad-
casting in the Arab world and
gained international recogni-
tion for its extensive coverage
of regional and global events.

Sheikh Hamad played a sig-
nificant role in positioning Qa-
tar as a key mediator in inter-
national conflicts and
diplomatic negotiations. The
country became an important
venue for peace talks involving
regional and global powers, ex-
panding its influence far be-
yond its geographical size.

Hislong-term vision also laid
the foundation for Qatar's suc-
cessful bid to host the 2022 FIFA
World Cup, the first-ever World
Cup held in the Middle East. Al-
though he had stepped down

nearly a decade before the tour-
nament, Sheikh Hamad attend-
ed the opening ceremony, re-
ceiving a warm ovation from
the home crowd in recognition
of his role in making the event
possible.

Despite his achievements,
Qatar's independent foreign
policy under Sheikh Hamad oc-
casionally strained relations
with some regional neighbours
and Western allies. The coun-
try's engagement with Iran, its
support for groups such as the
Muslim Brotherhood, and its
contacts with Hamas often
drew criticism from several
governments.

Tributes are expected from
world leaders, who have ac-
knowledged Sheikh Hamad's
contribution to Qatar's remark-
able transformation into a glob-
ally influential nation. His leg-
acy is widely seen as one of
bold leadership, economic mod-
ernisation and strategic diplo-
macy that reshaped Qatar's
place on the world stage.

Vietnam Arrests Boat Captain After

15 Indian Trist
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Vietnamese authorities on
Sunday arrested the captain of
a tourist speedboat that cap-
sized off the coast of Phu Quoc
Island, killing 15 Indian tour-
ists, as investigations into one
of the country's deadliest re-
cent maritime accidents gath-
ered pace.

The tragic incident occurred
on Saturday when the speed-
boat, carrying 32 Indian tour-
ists, three Vietnamese crew
members and a tour guide,
overturned in rough waters
near May Rut Ngoai Islet, a
popular tourist destination
known for its beaches and div-
ing spots.

According to Vietnamese au-
thorities, rescue teams man-
aged to save 21 people from the
sea, while 15 passengers lost
their lives. Police in southern
An Giang province arrested
the 57-year-old captain on
charges related to alleged vio-
lations of maritime safety reg-
ulations that resulted in the
fatal accident. Officials said
further investigations are un-
derway to determine the exact

circumstances leading to the
capsize.

Preliminary findings quoted
by local media suggested that
the accident was primarily
caused by rapidly deteriorat-
ing weather conditions and un-
expectedly rough seas. How-
ever, authorities are examining
whether safety protocols were
fully followed before and dur-
ing the voyage.

Rescue personnel involved
in the operation said high
waves battered the vessel de-
spite the absence of rainfall.
Several other tourist boats
were reportedly operating in
the area at the same time with-

out encountering similar inci-
dents, raising questions about
the circumstances surround-
ing the accident.

Eyewitness Ha Van Loc, who
participated in the rescue ef-
fort, said he found the over-
turned boat with several pas-
sengers desperately clinging to
its hull while others drifted in
the sea without life jackets. He
and his crew threw lifebuoys
attached to ropes into the wa-
ter, pulled survivors aboard
their vessel and alerted emer-
gency services. Jet skis were
later deployed to transport vic-
tims to the shore.

The Indian Embassy in Ha-

Die in Gapsize

noi confirmed that at least 15
survivors had been discharged
from hospitals and were pre-
paring to return to India, while
one critically injured passen-
ger continues to receive treat-
ment at a hospital in Phu Quoc.
The embassy also said ar-
rangements are being made to
repatriate the bodies of the 15
deceased tourists to India.

Following the tragedy, sev-
eral tourism operators sus-
pended speedboat services be-
tween Phu Quoc and nearby
islands as a precautionary
measure.

Phu Quoc has emerged as
one of Vietnam's fastest-grow-
ing tourist destinations, at-
tracting more than 1.8 million
international visitors last year.
However, boating accidents re-
main a recurring concern in
Vietnam due to unpredictable
weather, inadequate mainte-
nance, and safety lapses,
prompting renewed calls for
stricter enforcement of mari-
time safety regulations to pro-
tect tourists and local passen-
gers alike.

Two Killed, Three Injured in Shooting
Near Toronto Street Festival

Two people were killed and
three others injured in a shoot-
ing near a popular street festival
in Toronto on Saturday, trigger-
ing a major police response and
temporary warnings of an active
shooter.

The incident occurred near
the intersection of St. Clair Av-
enue West and Arlington Ave-
nue, where the annual Salsa on
St. Clair festival was being held.
Toronto Police responded swiftly
after reports of gunfire in the
area.

Authorities said five people
were found suffering from gun-
shot wounds. Two victims later
succumbed to their injuries,
while the remaining three were
taken to hospital for treatment.
Their conditions have not yet
been officially disclosed.

In the immediate aftermath of

the shooting, police urged resi-
dents and festival-goers to avoid
the area, warning of an active
shooter situation as officers se-
cured the scene and launched an
extensive search.

Hours later, Toronto Police
confirmed that the area had been
secured and there was no ongo-
ing threat to public safety. How-

ever, officials did not release any
information regarding a suspect
or announce any arrests.

A large number of police offic-
ers and emergency medical per-
sonnel remained at the scene as
investigators collected evidence
and interviewed witnesses. Au-
thorities are also reviewing sur-
veillance footage from the festi-

val and nearby businesses to
determine the circumstances
leading to the shooting.

The Salsa on St. Clair festival,
one of Toronto's largest annual
cultural events celebrating Latin
music, dance and cuisine, at-
tracts thousands of visitors each
year. The violence shocked at-
tendees and disrupted the cele-
brations as emergency respond-
ers rushed to assist the victims.

Police have appealed to mem-
bers of the public who witnessed
the incident or recorded videos
to come forward and assist the
investigation.

The motive behind the shoot-
ing remains unclear, and investi-
gators are continuing efforts to
identify those responsible. Offi-
cials have assured the public that
updates will be provided as the
investigation progresses.
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possible assistance to the af-
fected families.

In response to the tragedy,
Vietnam Prime Minister Le
Minh Hun issued urgent direc-
tions to central and local au-
thorities to intensify search
and rescue operations, provide
immediate medical assistance
to survivors, and extend all
necessary support to the vic-
tims' families. Authorities
have launched an investigation
into the cause of the accident
while rescue teams continue
operations in the area.

The incident has highlighted
the importance of maritime
safety during tourist excur-
sions and prompted swift dip-
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lomatic coordination between
Indian and Vietnamese author-
ities to support the victims and
their families.

10 Indians Rescued, One Missing
After Ship Attack Near Oman

Ten Indian nationals have
been rescued while one re-
mains missing after a commer-
cial vessel came under attack
in waters off the coast of Oman
amid escalating tensions in the
Middle East, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said on
Sunday.

According to the ministry; 11
Indian crew members were on
board the commercial vessel
GFS Galaxy when it was struck
early Sunday in waters east of
Oman. Search and rescue op-
erations are continuing to
trace the missing Indian
sailor.

In an official statement, the
MEA said the attack on the ves-
sel was "deeply worrisome"
and emphasized the need to en-
sure the safety of civilian ship-
ping in the region. It called for
an immediate end to attacks on
commercial vessels and
stressed that free and unimped-
ed navigation through interna-
tional waterways must be re-
stored in accordance with
international law.

The incident occurred about
17 kilometres east of the Oma-
ni coast, according to the Unit-
ed Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations (UKMTO). The
agency reported that the crew
abandoned the damaged vessel
and escaped in a lifeboat while

rescue operations were
launched.The United States
Central Command (CENT-
COM) said the vessel suffered
severe fire damage and flood-
ing in its engine room, alleging
that the attack was carried out
by Iran. Tehran has not offi-
cially responded to the
accusation.

The attack comes amid rap-
idly escalating hostilities be-
tween Iran and the United
States following fresh US mili-
tary strikes. Iran has an-
nounced the closure of the stra-
tegically important Strait of
Hormuz and launched missiles
and drones targeting several
Gulf countries in retaliation.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world's busiest shipping
routes, carrying a significant
share of global crude oil and

liquefied natural gas exports.
Any disruption to navigation
in the region raises concerns
over global energy supplies
and maritime security.

The latest attack has further
heightened fears over the safe-
ty of international shipping in
the Gulf, with several countries
closely monitoring develop-
ments. Indian authorities are
coordinating with regional
governments and maritime
agencies to ensure the safety of
Indian nationals and secure
the rescue of the missing crew
member.The MEA said it re-
mains in constant touch with
relevant authorities and will
continue to monitor the situa-
tion closely while extending all
necessary assistance to the af-
fected Indian crew members
and their families.

Russian Missile, Drone
trikes Kill Eight in Ukraine

Russia launched a fresh
wave of missile, drone and
guided bomb attacks across
Ukraine on Saturday, killing
at least eight people and injur-
ing dozens, including chil-
dren, as the conflict entered
another deadly phase.

According to Ukrainian of-
ficials, Russia fired more than
120 drones and 12 missiles, in-
cluding several ballistic mis-
siles, during overnight at-
tacks targeting multiple
regions of the country. Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
said civilian infrastructure
was struck even before air
raid sirens were activated,
highlighting the growing
challenge posed by Russia's
latest tactics.In the capital,
Kyiv, missiles hit residential
and commercial areas, injur-
ing at least 12 people, includ-
ing two children. Apartment
buildings, office complexes
and a theological school sus-
tained damage as emergency
crews worked through smoke-
filled streets and debris to res-
cue survivors and assess the
destruction.The deadliest at-

tack occurred in the northern
city of Sumy, where a Russian
guided aerial bomb struck a
populated area, killing five
people, including a young girl.
In eastern Ukraine, one per-
son was Kkilled in Sloviansk,
while two others died in a mis-
sile strike on the southern
port city of Odesa, local au-
thorities said.

President Zelensky stated
that Ukraine's air defence sys-
tems intercepted many of the
incoming drones and missiles
but struggled to stop the high-
speed ballistic missiles. He re-
newed his appeal to interna-
tional partners, particularly
the United States, to acceler-
ate military assistance and
strengthen Ukraine's air de-
fence capabilities.

Zelensky urged Washington
to swiftly implement its deci-
sion allowing Ukraine to man-
ufacture Patriot air defence
missile systems under li-
cence, saying delays in pro-
viding critical defence equip-
ment continue to cost civilian
lives.

Military analysts suggested

that some of the missiles may
have been modified S-400 sys-
tems used in ground attack
mode, making them harder
for radar systems to detect
and reducing the warning
time available before impact.

Meanwhile, Russia's De-
fence Ministry maintained
that its forces had targeted
military-industrial facilities
in Kyiv and port infrastruc-
ture in Odesa, denying allega-
tions that civilians were delib-
erately targeted.

The latest strikes came a
day after Ukrainian drones
reportedly attacked oil refin-
eries in southern Russia, con-
tinuing Kyiv's campaign
against Russian energy infra-
structure. With the war now in
its fifth year, the renewed ex-
change of long-range strikes
underscores the escalating
intensity of the conflict. The
latest attacks have once again
raised international concerns
over civilian safety, the strain
on Ukraine's air defence net-
work, and the urgent need for
diplomatic efforts to prevent
further escalation.




POIT

m VIJAYAWADA, MONDAY, JULY, 13.07.2026

Markets More ReasonablyValued
Now, Says Trust Mutual Fund

Trust Mutual Fund has reaf-
firmed its positive outlook on
India's long-term capital ex-
penditure (capex) cycle, express-
ing confidence in sectors such
as capital goods, infrastructure,
financialisation, and precious
metals, while maintaining a
cautious stance on PSU banks,
FMCG, and large-cap IT stocks.

The investment outlook was
shared by Sandeep Bagla, Chief
Executive Officer of Trust Mu-
tual Fund, during the launch of
the fund house's new Large &
Mid Cap Fund.

Bagla said that although cer-
tain segments of the market
continue to trade at premium
valuations, the broader equity
market has become more rea-
sonably valued compared to two
years ago following a combina-
tion of price correction, time
correction, valuation modera-
tion, and currency
adjustments.

"There has been a time correc-
tion, price correction, valuation
correction and currency correc-
tion," Bagla observed, adding
that much of the excessive opti-
mism reflected in stock prices
over recent years has already
been absorbed by the market.

Despite ongoing global eco-
nomic uncertainties, Trust Mu-
tual Fund believes the funda-
mentals of the Indian economy
remain strong. Bagla pointed to
robust Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collections, sustained
credit growth, healthy advance
tax collections, and encouraging
automobile sales as indicators
that domestic demand contin-
ues to remain resilient.

According to the fund house,
India's structural growth story
remains intact, driven by sus-
tained government investment
in infrastructure, increasing
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private sector capital expendi-
ture, and rising manufacturing
activity. These factors are ex-
pected to continue supporting
companies operating in capital
goods and infrastructure over
the long term.

Trust Mutual Fund also re-
mains optimistic about the fi-
nancialisation of household
savings, which has led to in-
creasing participation in mutu-
al funds, insurance products,
and other financial assets. In ad-
dition, the fund house expects
precious metals to continue
playing an important role in in-
vestment portfolios as a hedge
against global uncertainty and
market volatility.

However, Bagla expressed
caution regarding public sector
banks, fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG), and large-cap in-
formation technology compa-
nies. He indicated that while
these sectors remain fundamen-
tally important, current valua-
tions, earnings outlook, and
sector-specific challenges war-
rant a more selective investment
approach.

The launch of the Trust MF
Large & Mid Cap Fund reflects
the fund house's strategy of
identifying quality businesses
with sustainable growth poten-
tial across both established
large-cap companies and emerg-
ing mid-cap firms.

As India's economic growth
continues to be supported by
strong domestic consumption,
policy reforms, and infrastruc-
ture development, Trust Mutual
Fund believes investors should
remain focused on long-term
wealth creation through disci-
plined and diversified equity in-
vesting rather than reacting to
short-term market
fluctuations.
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SEBI Expands Iiltraday Borrowing

Rules for Mutual Funds

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
has expanded the scope of in-
traday borrowings for mutual
funds, allowing asset manage-
ment companies (AMCs) to
use such borrowings for a wid-
er range of liquidity manage-
ment purposes from Septem-
ber 1. The move follows
amendments to the SEBI (Mu-
tual Funds) Regulations, 2026,
aimed at improving operation-
al efficiency while safeguard-
ing investor interests.

Under the revised frame-
work, mutual fund schemes
will be permitted to avail in-
traday borrowings to address
temporary liquidity mis-
matches arising from differ-
ences in market settlement cy-
cles. The regulator said the
changes are intended to en-
sure smooth fund operations
without disrupting payments
to investors.

As per the new guidelines,
mutual funds can use intraday
borrowings to meet unitholder
payouts, including redemption
requests, income distribution-
cum-capital withdrawal pay-
ments, and interest payments.
The facility can also be used
for settlement obligations re-
lated to investments made by
schemes, mark-to-market lia-
bilities, foreign exchange set-
tlements, and repayment of
existing borrowings.

SEBI has prescribed strict
safeguards to limit risks asso-
ciated with the facility. The
regulator has specified that in-

traday borrowings can be
backed by guaranteed receiva-
bles, such as inflows from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
clearing corporations, and
subscription proceeds credit-
ed to scheme bank accounts.

Additionally, mutual funds
may borrow against non-guar-
anteed receivables that are ex-
pected to be received by the
end of the trading day. These
include maturity proceeds and
settlement inflows from finan-
cial instruments such as non-
convertible debentures
(NCDs), commercial papers
(CPs), certificates of deposit
(CDs), and over-the-counter
(OTC) swaps.

Importantly, SEBI has made
it mandatory for all intraday
borrowings to be fully repaid
before the close of the trading
day. Asset management com-
panies will be held responsible
for ensuring timely repayment
and compliance with the new
regulatory framework.

Market participants believe
the revised norms will provide
mutual funds with greater op-
erational flexibility, particu-
larly during periods of high
redemption or settlement ac-
tivity, while maintaining fi-
nancial discipline and inves-
tor protection. The new
framework is expected to
strengthen liquidity manage-
ment across the mutual fund
industry without increasing
long-term borrowing risks or
affecting the interests of
unitholders.
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JPanTubular Files IPO Papers

to Fuel Expansion and Cut Debt

HVAC and refrigerator com-
ponents manufacturer J Pan
Tubular Components has filed
its Draft Red Herring Prospec-
tus (DRHP) with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) to raise capital through
an Initial Public Offering (IPO),
aiming to expand its manufac-
turing capacity and reduce
debt.

According to the draft papers
filed on July 10, the proposed
IPO consists of a fresh issue of
49.2 lakh equity shares and an
Offer for Sale (OFS) of 2.6 lakh
equity shares by promoter
Jignesh Panchal, taking the to-
tal issue size to 51.8 lakh shares.

The company plans to utilize
the proceeds from the fresh is-
sue primarily for setting up new
manufacturing facilities, ex-
panding its production capabili-
ties, repaying or reducing out-
standing borrowings, and
meeting general corporate re-
quirements. The OFS compo-
nent will enable the promoter to
partially divest his stake with-
out adding fresh capital to the
company.

Headquartered in Uttar
Pradesh, J Pan Tubular Compo-
nents has established manufac-
turing units in Noida, Neemra-
na, Pune, Bengaluru, and
Sanand, serving a wide range of
industries including heating,

ventilation, air conditioning
(HVAC), refrigeration, electri-
cal equipment, metal manufac-
turing, and tubing
components.

The company specializes in
manufacturing HVAC, refrig-
erator, brass, and Variable Re-
frigerant Volume (VRV) compo-
nents that are widely used in
heat exchangers and refriger-
ant circuit assemblies for cool-
ing and refrigeration systems.
These products play a vital role
in residential, commercial, and
industrial air-conditioning and
refrigeration applications.

J Pan Tubular has built a
strong customer base compris-
ing some of the country's lead-
ing appliance and HVAC manu-
facturers. Its key clients include
LG Electronics India, Haier Ap-
pliances India, Bosch Home
Comfort India, Daikin Aircon-
ditioning India, and Ecofrost
Technologies, reflecting its es-

tablished presence in the

sector.

The filing comes at a time
when India's primary market
continues to witness healthy in-
vestor interest, with several
manufacturing companies tap-
ping the capital markets to fund
expansion plans. Rising de-
mand for energy-efficient cool-
ing systems, increasing urbani-
sation, and growth in the white
goods industry are expected to
create significant opportunities
for component manufacturers
such as J Pan Tubular.

The IPO is expected to
strengthen the company's finan-
cial position by lowering debt
while providing the capital re-
quired to scale operations and
meet growing customer de-
mand. Further details, includ-
ing the issue price, valuation,
and opening dates, will be an-
nounced after SEBI reviews and
approves the draft prospectus.

Stock Selection Takes Centre
StageinIndia's Next Market Phase

India's equity markets are en-
tering a new phase where care-
ful stock selection, rather than
broad-based market rallies, is
expected to determine invest-
ment success. Market experts
believe companies capable of de-
livering sustained earnings
growth, expanding profit mar-
gins and generating healthy
cash flows will emerge as the
biggest beneficiaries of the
country's improving economic
environment.

According to market analysts,
the foundations for India's next
bull market are gradually
strengthening. Factors such as
declining crude oil prices, a sta-
bilising rupee, easing geopoliti-
cal tensions and resilient domes-
tic liquidity are creating
favourable conditions for eco-
nomic growth. However, unlike
the post-pandemic rally, when
abundant liquidity lifted stocks
across sectors, the upcoming
market cycle is expected to be far
more selective.

Companies that can success-
fully pass rising input costs on to
customers without affecting de-
mand, while maintaining vol-
ume growth and improving prof-
itability, are likely to outperform
their peers. Businesses with
strong pricing power, efficient
cost management and consistent
earnings are expected to attract
greater investor interest.

The shift is already becoming
visible in the market. Many in-

vestors who have held quality
stocks over the past six months
have seen limited returns de-
spite following disciplined in-
vestment strategies. While
benchmark indices have re-
mained relatively stable, several
portfolios have either stagnated
or slipped into negative territo-
ry, highlighting the growing di-
vergence between individual
stocks and the broader market.

Market observers say this re-
flects a structural change rather
than a temporary phase. Inves-
tors can no longer expect all sec-
tors and companies to rise to-
gether simply because liquidity
is abundant. Instead, company-
specific fundamentals, manage-
ment quality, earnings visibility
and competitive advantages are
becoming increasingly impor-
tant in determining stock
performance.

Analysts believe sectors
linked to domestic consumption,
manufacturing, infrastructure,
financial services and business-
es benefiting from government

capital expenditure could con-
tinue to offer opportunities. At
the same time, companies strug-
gling with weak demand, mar-
gin pressure or limited pricing
power may lag despite an overall
positive market environment.

For investors, the evolving
market underscores the impor-
tance of research, diversifica-
tion and a long-term investment
approach. Rather than chasing
momentum, experts recommend
focusing on businesses with
strong balance sheets, sustaina-
ble earnings growth, healthy
cash generation and the ability
to adapt to changing economic
conditions.

As India's macroeconomic
outlook continues to improve,
the next phase of the equity mar-
ket is expected to reward quality
businesses that translate favour-
able economic conditions into
consistent financial perfor-
mance. In this environment,
stock selection is likely to be-
come the defining factor in cre-
ating long-term wealth.

Three IPOs Worth Over 210,000 Crore
to Hit Primary Market Next Week
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India's primary market is set for
another action-packed week, with
three initial public offerings (IPOs)
collectively aiming to raise more
than 10,100 crore. The offerings in-
clude the much-anticipated SBI
Funds Management IPO, which is
expected to dominate investor atten-
tion due to its size and strong
parentage.

All three public issues—SBI
Funds Management, Alpine Tex-
world, and SME issue Millworks
Technologies—will open for sub-
scription on July 14 and close on
July 16, giving investors a three-day
window to participate.

The largest offering is from SBI
Funds Management, jointly promot-
ed by State Bank of India (SBI) and
French asset management giant
Amundi. The company plans to
raise 9,812.91 crore through an ini-
tial public offering comprising 17.09
crore equity shares. The shares
have been priced in aband of 545to
574 each.

The IPO consists entirely of an
Offer for Sale (OFS), meaning the
company itself will not receive any
proceeds from the issue. Instead, the
existing promoters will partially di-
vest their holdings. State Bank of

India will sell 9.95 crore equity
shares, representing a 4.8851%
stake, while Amundi will offload
7.14 crore equity shares, equivalent
to a 3.5082% stake.

The issue size has been revised
downward from the originally pro-
posed 11,692.9 crore after the com-
pany successfully completed a pre-
IPO placement involving 30
institutional investors.

Apart from the SBI Funds Man-
agement issue, textile sector player
Alpine Texworld will also enter the
primary market, seeking to raise
capital for its business expansion
and growth plans. Meanwhile, Mill-
works Technologies, an SME com-
pany, will launch its IPO on the NSE
SME platform, offering investors an
opportunity to participate in the
growing small and medium enter-
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prise segment.

Market experts expect the upcom-
ing IPOs to receive healthy investor
interest, supported by improving
market sentiment and continued
participation from retail as well as
institutional investors. The strong
response witnessed by recent public
issues has reinforced confidence in
India's primary market, encourag-
ing more companies to tap the capi-
tal markets for fundraising.

With the SBI Funds Management
IPO accounting for the bulk of the
fundraising, next week's offerings
are expected to be among the big-
gest primary market events of the
year. Investor focus will remain on
subscription trends, valuations, and
listing prospects as the market pre-
pares for another busy phase in the
IPO calendar.
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Nifty Faces Key Resistance
as Limited Upside Next Week

India's benchmark Nifty 50
may struggle to reclaim its
April high in the coming week
unless it decisively breaks
above the 24,500-24,550 resist-
ance zone, according to Su-
deep Shah, Head of Technical
and Derivatives Research at
SBI Securities.

Despite a strong rebound in
the last two trading sessions
following Wednesday's sharp
correction, Shah believes the
market remains in a consolida-
tion phase. He noted that the
Nifty has been moving side-
ways for the past four weeks,
with small-bodied weekly can-
dlesticks indicating indecision
between buyers and sellers.

However, Shah expressed op-
timism about the Bank Nifty,
saying the recent recovery has
improved its chances of re-
claiming the 59,000 mark in the
near term, supported by re-
newed buying interest in
banking stocks.

Among individual stocks,
Shah remains bullish on Kaly-
an Jewellers and Central De-
pository Services (India) Ltd.
(CDSL). He said both counters
have broken out of consolida-

tion patterns on the daily
charts with strong trading vol-
umes, a positive technical sig-
nal suggesting the rally could
continue.

He also highlighted Indian
Bank as another stock show-
ing strength. After correcting
nearly 10 percent from recent
highs, the stock's Relative
Strength Index (RSI) has im-
proved, indicating strengthen-
ing momentum and the possi-
bility of further gains.

Shah was equally optimistic
about One 97 Communications
(Paytm). According to him, the
stock has regained upward
momentum after pausing for
six trading sessions, signalling
renewed buying interest.

While the broader market
outlook remains cautious due
to resistance near record lev-
els, Shah believes selective op-
portunities continue to exist
in fundamentally and techni-
cally strong stocks. Investors
are advised to watch the Nif-
ty's movement around the
24,500-24,550 zone, as a deci-
sive breakout could determine
the market's next directional
trend.

Global Brokerages
Remain Bullish on India

Global brokerage firms have
maintained a positive outlook
on Indian equities despite re-
newed geopolitical tensions in
West Asia, asserting that the
country's long-term earnings
recovery remains firmly on
track. Analysts believe the re-
cent market volatility trig-
gered by the US-Iran conflict is
unlikely to derail India's
broader growth story.

While the June quarter may
witness some pressure on cor-
porate earnings due to higher
input costs, elevated commod-
ity prices, and geopolitical un-
certainty, most global invest-
ment firms expect investors to
focus beyond short-term chal-
lenges and look toward strong-
er earnings growth in the re-
maining quarters of FY27.

According to leading global
brokerage Morgan Stanley, In-
dia's recent underperformance
compared to some global mar-
kets is cyclical rather than
structural. The brokerage be-
lieves the country's economic
fundamentals remain robust,
supported by improving
growth momentum, resilient
domestic demand, and a fa-
vourable investment
environment.

Morgan Stanley also high-
lighted that foreign institution-
al investor (FII) positioning in
Indian equities remains rela-
tively light, leaving room for
increased overseas investment
if macroeconomic conditions
continue to improve. The bro-
kerage expects stronger corpo-
rate earnings, policy stability,
and sustained domestic con-
sumption to support the next
phase of market growth.

Analysts across global finan-
cial institutions noted that the
discussion has shifted from
questioning whether India's
earnings will recover to identi-
fying the sectors that will drive
the next leg of expansion.

Manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture, financial services, capital
goods, and domestic consump-
tion-oriented businesses are
expected to remain key benefi-
ciaries of the country's eco-
nomic growth.

Although geopolitical ten-
sions have increased uncer-
tainty in global financial mar-
kets, experts believe India's
relatively strong domestic
economy provides an impor-
tant cushion against external
shocks. Stable tax collections,
healthy banking sector perfor-
mance, continued government
infrastructure spending, and
resilient consumer demand
continue to support corporate
profitability.

Brokerages also pointed out
that companies with strong
balance sheets, pricing power,
and the ability to protect profit
margins despite rising costs
are likely to outperform in the
coming quarters. Investors are
expected to reward businesses
capable of delivering consist-
ent earnings growth even amid
global uncertainty.

Market experts caution that
near-term volatility cannot be
ruled out as geopolitical devel-
opments continue to evolve.
However, they emphasise that
temporary fluctuations should
not distract investors from In-
dia's long-term structural
growth opportunities.

With corporate earnings ex-
pected to improve over the
course of FY27 and economic
indicators remaining support-
ive, global brokerages continue
to view India as one of the
most attractive long-term in-
vestment destinations among
emerging markets. They be-
lieve that while short-term
headwinds may affect quarter-
ly performance, the broader
earnings recovery and eco-
nomic expansion story remain
intact.
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In a region once known for
underground fires, land subsid-
ence and struggles for survival,
a quiet economic revolution is
taking root. Belgaria Rehabili-
tation Township in Dhanbad,
Jharkhand, is witnessing an
unusual transformation — not
through mines or industries,
but through mushrooms culti-
vated by determined women.

For years, Belgaria was seen
as a symbol of displacement.
Families from fire-affected and
unstable mining areas were re-
located here, carrying with
them the challenges of rebuild-
ing their lives. Limited employ-
ment opportunities and basic
livelihood concerns remained
major hurdles. But today, the

township is presenting a differ-
ent picture — one of entrepre-
neurship, confidence and
self-reliance.

At the centre of this change
are nearly 40 to 50 women who
have turned mushroom cultiva-
tion into a source of steady in-
come. Working through self-
help groups, these women are
not just growing mushrooms;
they are growing financial in-
dependence for their families.

Each woman earns around
Rs 200 to Rs 250 per day through
this activity, making a signifi-
cant contribution to household
expenses. What began as a live-
lihood experiment has now be-
come a sustainable income-gen-
erating model for many

families in the township.

The journey was made possi-
ble through training and scien-
tific guidance. After learning
modern cultivation techniques,
the women began producing va-
rieties of mushrooms suited to
seasonal conditions. At pre-
sent, Oyster and Milky mush-
rooms are cultivated regularly,
while Button mushrooms have
also been successfully grown in
the past.

Experts from Deoghar con-
tinue to support the women by
introducing improved methods
and helping them enhance pro-
duction practices. The initia-
tive has transformed many
women from homemakers de-
pendent on family income into
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entrepreneurs managing their
own small-scale businesses.
The demand for Belgaria’s
mushrooms has grown steadily
because of their freshness and
quality. Interestingly, the wom-
en do not have to depend heav-
ily on outside markets. Local
residents themselves visit the
production centre to buy fresh
mushrooms, ensuring a ready
customer base and reducing
transportation challenges.
However, the women believe
that their success could multi-
ply with better infrastructure.
Currently, production stands at
around four to five kilograms
daily, but earlier it had reached
15 to 20 kilograms per day. They
feel that a dedicated workspace

Kashmir’s Young Paddlers Are
Charting a New Gourse in Water Sports

For generations, the waters
of Dal Lake have been synony-
mous with Kashmir’s aquatic
identity. The iconic lake has wit-
nessed countless boat rides, shi-
karas and sporting activities.
But now, a new chapter is un-
folding away from its familiar
shores. In the heart of Srina-
gar’s Downtown area, young
athletes are discovering that
their dreams can travel much
farther than the boundaries of
a single lake.

At Pokhribal, a water body lo-
cated near the northeastern
side of Nigeen Lake and close to
the historic Hari Parbat Fort,
the rhythmic sound of paddles
cutting through water has be-
come a symbol of change. Here,
boys and girls from different
parts of Kashmir are training
in kayaking, canoeing, rowing
and swimming, hoping to build
careers in competitive water
sports.

Located about six kilometres
from Lal Chowk, Pokhribal is
emerging as a promising alter-
native training destination for
athletes who earlier had limited
opportunities beyond Dal Lake.
The growing participation of
youngsters from districts such
as Baramulla, Bandipora, Gan-
derbal and Budgam reflects
how water sports are slowly ex-

panding across the Valley.

Leading this movement is in-
ternational water sports coach
Bilquis Mir, who believes that
talent should not remain re-
stricted to one location. She is
working to develop Pokhribal as
another major centre for aquat-
ic sports in Kashmir.

“Water sports should reach
beyond Dal Lake. Pokhribal has
the potential to become another
important training hub, but
greater support and facilities
are needed,” she says.

During the summer holidays,
around 80 aspiring athletes are
taking part in a 20-day coaching
camp at the Water Sports Cen-
tre in Pokhribal. The pro-
gramme brings together begin-
ners eager to learn as well as
experienced players who have

already participated in state
and national-level
competitions.

For many youngsters, the
camp represents more than just
physical training. It offers a
chance to imagine a future
where their skills can take them
to bigger platforms.

Naeem Nisar from Baramulla
says the training has helped
him understand advanced tech-
niques in kayaking, canoeing
and rowing. For others like Na-
kia Yaqoob, the ambition is
even bigger — to represent Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the coun-
try at national and internation-
al competitions.

The training centre has re-
ceived support through modern
boats and specialised equip-
ment from the Indian Kayaking

and Canoeing Association,
helping young athletes experi-
ence professional-level train-
ing. However, coaches believe
that additional infrastructure,
including improved facilities
and expanded centres, can help
nurture more talent.

Bilquis says the initiative is
also aimed at encouraging chil-
dren to move beyond a screen-
based lifestyle and develop
healthier interests. She believes
that with proper investment,
Kashmir can create a strong
pool of athletes capable of com-
peting at higher levels.

The enthusiasm among par-
ticipants is already visible.
Omar Shafa from Sopore be-
lieves similar coaching pro-
grammes should reach every
district so that more young peo-
ple can explore opportunities in
water sports.

As more paddles enter Kash-
mir’s waters, the story of the
Valley’s sporting future is slow-
ly changing. Once limited to a
few familiar locations, water
sports are now opening doors
for a wider generation of ath-
letes. Pokhribal’s waves are car-
rying a new message — that
Kashmir’s sporting dreams are
no longer tied to one lake, but
are ready to flow across the re-
gion and beyond.

TelanganaTribal Girl Kannibai’s
Everest Base Gamp Dream

In aremote corner of Telan-
gana, where opportunities of-
ten remain as distant as the
mountain peaks she dreams
of conquering, a young tribal
woman is preparing for the
biggest challenge of her life.
Kannibai from Bhimangondi
village in Kerameri Mandal
of Kumuram Bheem Asifabad
district is set to embark on an
extraordinary journey — a
trek to the Everest Base Camp,
carrying with her the hopes
of her community and the
dream of proudly unfurling
the national flag at the world’s
highest mountain’s foothills.

Kannibai’s journey has nev-
er been an easy climb. Belong-
ing to the Kolam tribal com-
munity, she grew up facing
financial struggles and limit-
ed resources. Yet, difficult cir-
cumstances never stopped her
from pursuing her passion for
mountaineering.

Her biggest source of inspi-
ration was her father Jaitu.
When he passed away on Jan-
uary 1, 2020, he left behind
words that became a lifelong
motivation for her — encour-
aging her to succeed despite
challenges. Just a day after
his funeral, Kannibai partici-
pated in the World Rappelling
Competition at Araku Valley
in Visakhapatnam and creat-
ed a remarkable achievement
by winning four gold medals.

Since then, she has contin-
ued to prove that determina-
tion can overcome limita-
tions. In 2019, she won a gold
medal after scaling Mount
Bhagirathi in Uttarakhand,
reaching an altitude of 6,512
feet. In 2022, she created an-
other milestone by hoisting
the national flag on Mount

Pangarchulla at a height of
14,700 feet, bringing recogni-
tion to Telangana.

Now, her next destination is
the Everest Base Camp. The
expedition, scheduled to be-
gin on July 15, will conclude
with her dream of hoisting
the tricolour on Independence
Day, August 15, at an altitude
of 5,364 metres above sea
level.

However, reaching the base
of Mount Everest requires
more than courage. It also de-
mands significant financial
resources. The expedition
cost is estimated at around Rs
3.50 lakh, covering travel ex-
penses, Nepal government
permits, airfare, specialised
cold-weather equipment, in-

surance, food and other essen-
tial requirements.

Kannibai, who is currently
pursuing her third year
through distance education at
Kakatiya University, does not
have the financial means to
independently fund the expe-
dition. The Integrated Tribal
Development Agency (ITDA),
Utnoor, has extended support
by providing Rs 2.18 lakh, but
she still needs additional as-
sistance to complete her
dream.

Her words reflect the strug-
gles behind her achievements.
“I belong to the Kolam tribe. I
do not even have money to
buy proper clothes. People ap-
preciate me when I return af-
ter climbing mountains, but

they forget about me soon af-
ter,” she says.The Everest
Base Camp trek itself is con-
sidered a challenging adven-
ture, covering nearly 130 kilo-
metres over 12 to 14 days. The
journey includes steep climbs,
unpredictable weather, high-
altitude conditions and a
route through the famous
Sherpa villages of Nepal.

For Kannibali, this expedi-
tion is not just about reaching
adestination. It is about show-
ing that talent can emerge
from the most unexpected
places. From the tribal hills of
Telangana to the mighty Him-
alayas, her journey repre-
sents courage, resilience and
a dream that refuses to stay

grounded.
[ I ) [ )

and climate-controlled facili-
ties could help them revive and
expand production.

“More women are interested
in joining mushroom cultiva-
tion, but limited space and fa-
cilities are restricting growth,”
says Geeta Devi, one of the
mushroom producers.

The story of Belgaria is a re-
minder that economic change
does not always emerge from
large factories or major invest-
ments. Sometimes, it begins in-
side small rooms where women
carefully nurture mushroom
beds and dreams together.

From a township created for
displaced families, Belgaria is
now becoming a place where
women are creating opportuni-
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BelgariaWomen Grow a New Future with Mushrooms

ties with their own hands. With
improved support, better facili-
ties and wider markets, these
mushroom entrepreneurs

could turn a local success story
into a model for rural women’s
empowerment across
Jharkhand.

Indiranagar’s 100 Feet Road: Bengaluru’s
Urban (:harm Amld (:ontrasts

Bengaluru has always been a
city of contrasts — a global
technology hub struggling with
infrastructure challenges, a
fast-growing metropolis still
holding on to pockets of old-
world charm. A recent social
media post has reignited con-
versations about this unique
character of the city, with one
resident describing Bengaluru
as a “paradox” where different
neighbourhoods tell completely
different stories.

The spotlight fell on Indirana-
gar’s iconic 100 Feet Road, a
bustling stretch that has be-
come synonymous with Bengal-
uru’s cosmopolitan lifestyle.
From trendy cafes and restau-
rants to premium stores and
startup offices, the road repre-
sents a blend of commerce, cul-
ture and community life that
many believe sets it apart from
typical urban spaces.

Social media user Aaditya
Aanand described the area as
an example of what thoughtful
city planning can create. Ac-
cording to him, walking along
100 Feet Road in the evening
feels less like navigating a
crowded city street and more
like exploring an open-air ur-
ban destination where people,
businesses and greenery
coexist.

As the sun sets, the neigh-
bourhood takes on a different
personality. Tree-lined streets,
glowing storefronts, busy cafes
and people heading out for even-
ing gatherings create an atmos-
phere that many residents asso-
ciate with Bengaluru’s youthful
energy.

The charm of Indiranagar,
however, does not end with its
famous commercial stretch.

Just a short walk away from the
lively 100 Feet Road are quieter
residential lanes where old-
style homes, greenery and
peaceful surroundings contin-
ue to exist alongside the mod-
ern cityscape.

Aanand highlighted this con-
trast, pointing out that Bengal-
uru’s identity lies in these unex-
pected transitions — a city
where a vibrant nightlife dis-
trict can exist just steps away
from calm residential streets.

The post also drew attention
to the broader challenges faced
by Bengaluru. While neigh-
bourhoods like Indiranagar
showcase the city’s potential,
areas such as Bellandur have
frequently faced criticism over
flooding and infrastructure
problems during heavy rains.
The comparison sparked dis-
cussions about the uneven de-
velopment patterns seen in rap-
idly expanding Indian cities.

The online conversation at-
tracted thousands of views and
reactions, with many users
sharing their own experiences
of Bengaluru’s character. Sev-
eral people called it one of In-
dia’s most beautiful cities,
while others pointed out that

many metropolitan areas have
similar contrasts between well-
planned zones and neglected
neighbourhoods.

Some users also shared inter-
esting facts about Indiranagar,
including a common miscon-
ception about its name. Contra-
ry to popular belief that it was
named after former Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi, the locality
is named after Kannada writer
M.K. Indira.

Beyond the debate over infra-
structure, the discussion high-
lighted something deeper about
Bengaluru — its ability to sur-
prise people. It is a city where
technology campuses stand
alongside heritage spaces,
where modern lifestyles meet
traditional neighbourhoods,
and where a single road can cap-
ture the energy of an entire
generation.

Indiranagar’s 100 Feet Road
may not represent the whole of
Bengaluru, but it reflects a vi-
sion of what urban life can be-
come when design, greenery
and human interaction come
together. In a city constantly
changing, it remains a remind-
er that the soul of a place often
lives in its streets.

SriLanka’s Cleanliness and
Kindness leave Traveller Amazed

Sometimes, the most memorable
travel experiences are not created
by famous landmarks or luxury
stays, but by the everyday habits of
ordinary people. For an Indian trav-
eller exploring Sri Lanka, the big-
gest discovery was not just the is-
land nation’s natural beauty, but the
warmth, discipline and civic re-
sponsibility she witnessed along the
way.

Sharing her experience on social
media, the traveller described Sri
Lanka as a place that left her
amazed with its cleanliness, cultur-
al pride and the attitude of its peo-
ple. She said the journey offered a
fresh perspective on how communi-
ties can preserve their surround-
ings and maintain public spaces
despite facing economic and social
challenges.

During her seven-day trip, cover-
ing nearly 700 kilometres across the
country, she noticed well-main-
tained roads and organised sur-
roundings. What surprised her
most was the absence of potholes
during the long journey, a detail she
felt reflected the importance given
to public infrastructure.

Her observations went beyond
roads and facilities. She was par-
ticularly impressed by the behav-
iour of people in everyday situa-
tions. Recalling a moment during
the trip, she described a traffic situ-
ation on a narrow two-way road
where her cab driver and another
motorist approached each other
from opposite directions.

Initially, she expected a typical
argument between drivers. Instead,
both drivers simply exchanged
smiles, laughed, adjusted their vehi-

cles and managed to clear the situa-
tion within minutes. The simple act
of patience and cooperation left the
travellers surprised.

“We blinked in wonder,” she re-
called, describing the experience as
areminder that small gestures can
reveal the character of a society.

The traveller also praised Sri
Lanka’s beaches, which she found
remarkably clean and free from
plastic waste, paper and other litter.
For her, the cleanliness of public
spaces reflected the responsibility
citizens felt towards their
environment.

She highlighted that Sri Lanka’s
challenges, including economic dif-
ficulties faced by the country, have
not stopped people from taking
pride in maintaining their commu-
nities. According to her, the sense of
duty among citizens was visible in
their daily actions.

Another aspect that impressed
her was the hospitality of locals.
She described Sri Lankan people as
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soft-spoken, friendly and eager to
help visitors. Even when language
became a barrier, many locals used
gestures and signs to guide travel-
lers and ensure they received
assistance.

The post sparked conversations
online, with many users discussing
the importance of civic responsibil-
ity and community participation.
Several people agreed that cleanli-
ness and public behaviour are not
only dependent on government ef-
forts but also on citizens’ willing-
ness to contribute.

For the traveller, Sri Lanka of-
fered more than scenic landscapes
and cultural experiences. It provid-
ed a lesson in how kindness, disci-
pline and respect for shared spaces
can shape the identity of a nation.

Her journey became a reminder
that the true beauty of a country is
often reflected not only in its monu-
ments and natural wonders, but
also in the everyday actions of its
people.
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Andhra Pradesh’s ace arch-
er Jyothi Sureka Vennam,
along with teammates Prithi-
ka Pradeep and Chikitha Ta-
niparthi, won the silver medal
in the Women’s Compound
Team event at the Archery
World Cup Stage 4 held in Ma-
drid. The achievement has
brought pride to India and
Andhra Pradesh, with the
team delivering a strong per-
formance against some of the
world’s top archers.

The Indian trio showcased
excellent coordination, con-
sistency and skill throughout
the competition to secure the
second position. Their perfor-
mance once again highlighted

India’s growing strength in in-
ternational compound ar-
chery and the rising potential
of Indian women athletes on
the global stage.

Jyothi Sureka Vennam has
emerged as one of India’s
most successful compound
archers, representing the
country in several prestigious
international competitions.
Hailing from Andhra Pradesh,
she has consistently brought
recognition to the state
through her achievements
and has become an inspira-
tion for young athletes aspir-
ing to make a mark in sports.

Known for her accuracy, dis-
cipline and dedication, Jyothi

has played a significant role in
promoting compound archery
in India. Her journey reflects
years of hard work, rigorous
training and commitment to
excellence. Her achievements
at national and international
events have established her as
one of the leading figures in
Indian archery.

The silver medal at the Ar-
chery World Cup Stage 4 adds
another important achieve-
ment to Jyothi’s illustrious ca-
reer. Along with Prithika
Pradeep and Chikitha Tani-
parthi, she displayed excep-
tional teamwork and determi-
nation while competing
against strong international
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opponents.

CM N Chandrababu Naidu
congratulated the Indian
women’s compound archery
team for their remarkable
achievement. He praised Jy-
othi Sureka Vennam’s contin-
ued excellence on the interna-
tional stage and said Andhra
Pradesh was proud of her ac-
complishments. He described
her as a daughter of the state
whose success inspires young
athletes across Andhra
Pradesh.Naidu highlighted
the importance of encourag-
ing sporting talent and sup-
porting athletes who bring
recognition to the country
through their performances.

Shashank Singh Denies Assault Allegations

Punjab Kings cricketer
Shashank Singh has strongly
denied the allegations made
against him and his family in
a recently registered assault
case, claiming that the com-
plaint was fabricated as part of
a conspiracy to extort money
and tarnish his reputation.

In a detailed statement
shared on social media,
Shashank said the FIR filed by
aformer cook was false and in-
tended to exploit his public im-
age for financial gain. He al-
leged that the accusations
were part of a deliberate at-
tempt to defame him and his
family.

Last month, Ratibad police
in Bhopal registered a case
against Shashank Singh and
his father, retired Special Di-
rector General of Police
Shailesh Singh, following a
complaint alleging that they
assaulted a cook employed at
their residence and stole his
mobile phone. Shashank has
categorically denied all the
allegations.

Expressing disappointment

over the incident, the cricketer
said many people had judged
him without knowing the facts.
He stated that he was unfairly
portrayed as someone who had
assaulted a poor worker and
described the episode as a life-
changing experience.
Shashank claimed the cook
had displayed suspicious be-
haviour during his brief em-
ployment, alleging that he fre-
quently wandered around the

house, took photographs and
shared them with others. Ac-
cording to him, the individual
was dismissed from work on
the third day and left the resi-
dence without any injuries.
He further alleged that the
complainant had a criminal
history, claiming police re-
cords showed nine previous
FIRs, including cases related to
attempted murder, robbery, as-
sault, criminal intimidation

and offences under the SC/ST
Act. Shashank also claimed the
individual used multiple iden-
tities to conceal his
background.

Questioning the registration
of the case, Shashank said he
was surprised that the police
acted without hearing his fam-
ily's version. He also dismissed
reports linking him to the al-
leged incident on April 30,
pointing out that he was par-
ticipating in an IPL match on
that day and accusing sections
of the media of publishing re-
ports without proper
fact-checking.

The Punjab Kings batter
urged the public to exercise
caution while hiring domestic
workers, recommending that
they be recruited only through
registered agencies after thor-
ough police verification. He
concluded by expressing confi-
dence that the truth would ul-
timately prevail.

The matter is currently un-
der police investigation, and
no official findings have been
announced.

Argentina Foothall Great Antonio Rattin Dies at 89

Former Argentina captain
Antonio Ubaldo Rattin, one of
the country's most celebrated
footballers and a figure closely
associated with the introduc-
tion of the yellow and red card
system in football, has passed
away at the age of 89. His death
has prompted an outpouring of
tributes from across the foot-
ball world.

The Argentine Football As-
sociation (AFA) expressed deep
sorrow over his demise, with
president Claudio Tapia de-
scribing Rattin as a legendary
captain and an enduring icon
of Argentine football whose
contributions to the game will
never be forgotten.

Rattin became a central fig-
ure in football history during
the 1966 FIFA World Cup quar-
ter-final between Argentina
and England. In that match,
German referee Rudolf Kre-
itlein ordered the Argentine
captain off the field. At the
time, football did not have the
yellow and red card system to
communicate disciplinary de-

cisions clearly.

Believing the decision to be
unfair and unable to under-
stand the referee due to the lan-
guage barrier, Rattin protested
on the pitch, demanding an in-
terpreter. The incident gained
worldwide attention when he
staged a symbolic protest by
sitting on the red carpet re-
served for the British royal
family, creating one of the most

memorable moments in World
Cup history.

The controversy highlighted
the need for a universal method
of communicating referees' de-
cisions to players and specta-
tors. As aresult, FIFA officially
introduced the yellow and red
card system at the 1970 FIFA
World Cup, revolutionising the
way disciplinary actions were
handled in football.

Rattin spent his entire club
career with Boca Juniors from
1956 to 1970, making 382 ap-
pearances and helping the Ar-
gentine giants win four league
titles. Renowned for his leader-
ship and commanding pres-
ence in midfield, he became
one of the club's greatest-ever
players.

He also represented Argen-
tina at the 1962 and 1966 FIFA
World Cups and captained the
national team with distinction.
Following his retirement from
professional football, Rattin re-
mained active in the sport as a
coach and later entered public
life through politics.

Widely respected for his pas-
sion, leadership and commit-
ment to the game, Antonio Rat-
tin leaves behind a lasting
legacy that extends far beyond
his playing career. His influ-
ence on football history, par-
ticularly through the events
that led to the introduction of
yellow and red cards, ensures
that his name will always hold
a special place in the sport.

Hyderabad E-Champions,
Khammam Aces Set for TGZO Final

The inaugural Telangana Crick-
et League (TG20) is set for a thrill-
ing conclusion as Hyderabad E-
Champions take on Khammam
Aces in the grand final at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium in
Uppal on Sunday. The title clash,
scheduled to begin at 7.30 pm,
promises an exciting contest be-
tween the tournament's two best-
performing teams.

Hyderabad E-Champions en-
tered the playoffs as the standout
side after winning all seven of
their league matches. However,
their unbeaten run came to an end
when Khammam Aces stunned
them in Qualifier 1. Hyderabad
bounced back strongly by defeating
Karimnagar Diamonds in Qualifi-
er 2 to secure another shot at the
title.

Led by Abhirath Reddy, Hy-
derabad possess one of the most
balanced squads in the competi-
tion. Abhirath has been the tourna-
ment's leading run-scorer and the
first batter to cross the 500-run
mark this season. Opener Sai Vikas
has provided solid starts, while

Ganesh Gadugu and Vaishnav Red-
dy have strengthened the middle
order with crucial contributions.
The bowling attack has been
equally impressive. Ajay Dev Goud
leads the wicket-taking charts with
19 scalps and has consistently de-
livered early breakthroughs. Pac-
ers Akhil Rathod and Dev Mehta,
along with spinners Pranav Varma
and Shanmukh Ashwin, have

played key roles in Hyderabad's
successful campaign.

Khammam Aces, captained by
experienced all-rounder C.V.
Milind, will enter the final with
confidence after being the only
team to defeat Hyderabad in the
tournament. The return of leading
batter Kodimela Himateja, who has
scored 430 runs this season, further
strengthens the batting unit. Open-

ers Paras Raj and Wafi Kachi have
provided aggressive starts, while
Sai Krishna, Mikel Jaiswal and
Prateek Reddy have added stability
in the middle order.

Khammam's bowling depart-
ment has also impressed, with Ved
Reddy emerging as one of the tour-
nament's top wicket-takers. Sup-
ported by Sahendra, Harshith Sai
and Vidyanand, the bowling attack
has consistently delivered under
pressure.

Before the final, a closing cere-
mony will be held from 5.30 pm.
Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla and TG20 brand ambassa-
dor and actor Vijay Deverakonda
are expected to attend the event,
while singer Rahul Sipligunj and
his team will entertain the specta-
tors with a live performance.

A reserve day has been kept in
place in case rain disrupts the fi-
nal. If weather prevents the com-
pletion of the match on both sched-
uled days, Hyderabad E-Champions
and Khammam Aces will be de-
clared joint champions of the inau-
gural TG20 season.

o

He expressed confidence that
Jyothi and her teammates
would continue to achieve
greater success in future in-
ternational competitions.

Jyothi Sureka Vennam’s lat-
est medal has further strength-
ened her reputation as a
world-class archer and a sym-
bol of sporting excellence
from Andhra Pradesh. Her
achievements continue to mo-
tivate aspiring sportspersons
and showcase the talent
emerging from the state. With
several major events ahead,
she remains a key figure in In-
dia’s efforts to achieve greater
success in international
archery.
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Messi Clashes with Referee

Durin

Argentina captain Lionel
Messi was involved in a heated
exchange with referee Joao Pin-
heiro during his team's FIFA
World Cup knockout match
against Switzerland, with the
on-field confrontation becom-
ing one of the major talking
points despite Argentina's dra-
matic victory.

The incident occurred in the
first half when Switzerland
was awarded a free kick. As
Messi stood in Argentina's de-
fensive wall, referee Pinheiro
instructed him to move back to
the required distance. Unhappy
with the referee's tone, Messi
reportedly responded by asking
him to speak respectfully, in-
sisting that he had addressed
the official politely and should
be treated the same way.

The match proved to be a
frustrating one for the Argen-
tine captain, who failed to score
for the first time in the tourna-
ment. Switzerland's disciplined
defence successfully contained
Messi throughout the regula-
tion period, leaving the score
tied at 1-1 after 90 minutes.

Another controversial mo-
ment came later in the match
when referee Pinheiro, follow-
ing a Video Assistant Referee
(VAR) review, sent off Swiss
striker Breel Embolo with a red

card for simulation. The dis-
missal forced Switzerland to
continue with 10 players, giving
Argentina a numerical advan-
tage during extra time.

Argentina capitalised on the
opportunity by scoring two
goals in extra time to secure a
hard-fought victory and book
its place in the semi-finals.
While the result kept Argenti-
na's World Cup hopes alive, the
exchange between Messi and
the referee drew widespread at-
tention among football fans and
pundits.

Joao Pinheiro, 38, is an expe-
rienced Portuguese referee who
has officiated several major in-

g Argentina Win

ternational competltlons He
made his debut in Portugal's
top division in 2015 and re-
ceived his FIFA badge a year
later. Since then, he has han-
dled matches in the UEFA
Champions League, UEFA Eu-
ropa League and the 2025 UEFA
Super Cup before being ap-
pointed to officiate at the 2026
FIFA World Cup.

Although the match ended in
Argentina's favour, Messi's con-
frontation with the referee and
the controversial red card deci-
sion have sparked intense de-
bate, adding another dramatic
chapter to an already thrilling
World Cup campaign.

BCCI Makes Two Changes
to India Squads

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
announced two changes to the
Indian squads for the upcom-
ing ODI series against Eng-
land and the T20I series
against Zimbabwe after inju-
ries ruled out Harshit Rana
and Varun Chakravarthy.

Fast bowler Prince Yadav
has been named as Harshit
Rana's replacement for the
three-match ODI series
against England, while leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi has re-
placed Varun Chakravarthy
in the squad for the T20I series
against Zimbabwe.

According to the BCCI, Har-
shit Rana reported discomfort
in his right thigh during the
third T20I against England.
Medical scans later confirmed
a Grade 1 muscle injury, forc-
ing him to miss the ODI series.
He will now report to the BC-

7CI's Cent}e of Excellence for

rehabilitation.

Varun Chakravarthy has
also been ruled out after sus-
taining a Grade 2 injury to his
left thigh. As a result, he will
not be available for the three-
match T20I series against Zim-
babwe. Ravi Bishnoi, who is
already with the Indian team
in England, has been drafted
into the squad as his
replacement.

The ODI series against Eng-
land will begin on July 14 at
Edgbaston, followed by match-
es at Sophia Gardens on July
16 and Lord's on July 19. India
will then travel to Harare for a
three-match T20I series
against Zimbabwe, with
matches scheduled for July 23,
25 and 26.

Shubman Gill will lead In-
dia in the ODI series, with Ro-
hit Sharma, Virat Kohli,

Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul Ishan
Kishan, Jasprit Bumrah, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, Wash-
ington Sundar, Shivam Dube,
Arshdeep Singh, Prasidh
Krishna, Gurnoor Brar and
Prince Yadav also included in
the squad.

For the Zimbabwe T20Is,
Shreyas Iyer will captain the
side, which features Vaibhav
Suryavanshi, Abhishek Shar-
ma, Tilak Varma, Ishan Kis-
han, Shivam Dube, Rinku Sin-
gh, Harsh Dubey, Prince
Yadav, Yash Thakur, Ashok
Sharma, Mayank Yadav,
Prabhsimran Singh, Sury-
ansh Shedge and Ravi
Bishnoi.

The changes come as India
prepares for a busy interna-
tional schedule, with the selec-
tors aiming to maintain squad
balance despite the injury
setbacks.
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Nagarjuna Celebrates
Akhil's "Lenin’ Success

Veteran actor Nagarjuna Ak-
kineni expressed immense hap-
piness over the success of his
son Akhil Akkineni's latest film
Lenin, saying the film has final-
ly given the young actor the
breakthrough he truly de-
served. Speaking at the film's
success celebration held in Hy-
derabad on Saturday, Nagarju-
na praised Akhil's dedication
and perseverance throughout
his career.

Produced by Nagarjuna and
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi,
Lenin stars Akhil Akkineni in
the lead role and is directed by
Murali Kishor Abburu. The
film, featuring Bhagya Shri
Borse as the female lead, was
released on Friday and has re-
ceived a positive response from
audiences.

Addressing the gathering,
Nagarjuna said Akhil has al-
ways been determined to
achieve his goals and has con-
sistently put in tremendous ef-
fort for every film. He noted that
although AKkhil had come close
to success several times, Lenin
has finally delivered the recog-
nition and commercial success
he had been striving for.

The actor also recalled at-
tending the success celebra-

tions of Thandel last year and
said both Naga Chaitanya and
Akhil are equally dear to him.
He added that fans have always
wished for the success of both
brothers and expressed joy that
Lenin has fulfilled those expec-
tations. Nagarjuna also thanked
actor Jr NTR for lending his
voice to the film, affectionately
referring to him as the family's
"elder son."

Speaking at the event, Akhil
AKkineni thanked audiences
for embracing Lenin and over-
looking the disappointments of
his previous films. He expressed
gratitude for the overwhelming
support shown by moviegoers
and said the success has moti-
vated him to work even harder
in the future.

Producer Suryadevara Naga
Vamsi, actress Bhagya Shri
Borse and other members of the
film's cast and crew also attend-
ed the success meet, celebrating
the film's encouraging box of-
fice performance and positive
audience response. With Lenin
emerging as a significant mile-
stone in Akhil Akkineni's ca-
reer, the team expressed confi-
dence that the film would
continue its successful run in
theatres.

Excitement surrounding
Raaka, the upcoming big-
budget film starring Allu Ar-
jun and directed by Atlee, has
intensified after reports
emerged that the actor will be
seen in four different roles. Al-
though the makers have not of-
ficially confirmed the develop-
ment, the speculation has
created a strong buzz among
fans and the film industry,
making the project one of the
most anticipated Indian films
currently under production.

According to reports, Allu
Arjun is expected to portray a
grandfather, a father and two
sons, making it the most ambi-
tious role of his career. If con-
firmed, Raaka will mark the
first time the National Award-
winning actor takes on four
distinct characters in a single
film. The multiple roles are ex-

SCREEN

pected to span different gen-
erations, requiring unique
looks, mannerisms and emo-
tional depth.

Initially, director Atlee re-
portedly planned the film with
Allu Arjun playing only two
characters, while different ac-
tors were to be cast for the fa-
ther and grandfather roles.
However, the actor is believed
to have expressed his desire to
perform all four characters
himself. After conducting de-
tailed look tests, the director
and creative team were report-
edly impressed with the trans-
formations and decided that
the move would strengthen the
film's narrative and enhance
its cinematic appeal.

Known for delivering visu-
ally grand commercial enter-
tainers, Atlee is mounting
Raaka on a massive scale with

advanced visual effects and in-
ternational production stand-
ards. The filmmaker has al-
ready promised audiences a
never-before-seen cinematic
experience with spectacular
visuals and high-quality story-
telling aimed at viewers across
the globe.

Bollywood actress Deepika
Padukone has been cast as the
female lead, bringing together
one of the biggest actor-direc-
tor combinations in Indian
cinema. The collaboration be-
tween Allu Arjun, Atlee and
Deepika has already generated
enormous expectations among
movie lovers.The film is cur-
rently being shot in Mumbai,
with major sequences being
filmed on elaborate sets. While
the makers have maintained
complete secrecy about the
storyline and the reported
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multiple roles, the growing
speculation has only added to
the excitement surrounding
the project.

An official announcement
regarding Allu Arjun's charac-
ter details is still awaited.
However, the reports have
fueled anticipation for the

film's first look and teaser.
Scheduled for a grand world-
wide theatrical release in 2027,
Raaka is expected to be one of
the biggest pan-India releases
of the year and could feature
one of the most challenging
performances of Allu Arjun's
career.

Mandakini's Latest Photos Delight Fans

Veteran actress Mandakini,
who won the hearts of Telugu
audiences with her memorable
performances in Simhasanam
and Bhargava Ramudu, has
once again caught the atten-
tion of fans with her latest
photographs from Manali. The
actress, who has largely stayed
away from films in recent
years, shared glimpses of her
peaceful vacation on social me-
dia, receiving an overwhelm-
ing response from admirers.

Mandakini, best known in
Telugu for portraying the
'Vishakanya' alongside Super-
star Krishna in the blockbust-
er Simhasanam, looked grace-
ful in traditional Himachali
attire during her visit to the
picturesque hill station. Sur-
rounded by lush mountains
and scenic landscapes, she

posed with a flower-decorated
traditional basket, reflecting
the rich culture of Himachal
Pradesh.

Along with the pictures, the
actress penned a heartfelt note

about the joy of reconnecting
with nature. She described the
mountains as a place of peace,
where the whispering pine
trees, cool breeze and breath-
taking landscapes bring a

"Om’ Enters Final Shooting Schedule in Malaysia

The final shooting schedule
of director Rajkumar Peri-
asamy's much-awaited action
entertainer Om, starring
Dhanush and Malayalam super-
star Mammootty, has com-
menced in Malaysia. The film
has generated significant buzz
as it brings together an impres-
sive ensemble cast and is being
mounted on a massive scale.

According to industry sourc-
es, filming began on Sunday in
Malaysia, where the team is
currently shooting key se-
quences. Videos of Dhanush in-
teracting with fans and signing
autographs in Malaysia have
surfaced on social media, fur-
ther confirming the actor's
presence at the overseas
location.

While the makers had earlier
announced October 16, 2026, as
the film's worldwide release
date, reports suggest that the re-
lease schedule may undergo a
change. An official announce-
ment regarding the revised re-
lease date is expected in the
coming weeks.

The film recently welcomed
veteran Bollywood actor Na-
seeruddin Shah to its cast, add-
ing further strength to the star-
studded project. His inclusion
has heightened anticipation
among cinema lovers eager to
see him share screen space with
Dhanush and Mammootty.

The title teaser released ear-

lier hinted at an intense action
drama centred on the illegal red
sanders trade. Dhanush plays a
woodcutter who stands up
against authorities while pro-
tecting fellow labourers caught
in dangerous circumstances.
The teaser showcased action-
packed sequences and hinted at
an emotionally driven story.
Interestingly, the film carries
the tagline Chapter 1, suggest-
ing that the makers are plan-
ning a larger cinematic fran-
chise with future instalments.
Speaking during the title
teaser launch, Wunderbar
Films Head Sreyas described
Om as one of the biggest-budget
films of Dhanush's career. He
also said the film would bring
back the actor's vintage mass-
action image that fans have
been eagerly waiting to see.

The film features Sai Pallavi
and Sreeleela as the female
leads, while Sai Abhyankkar
has composed the music. Ezhil
Arasu is handling cinematogra-
phy, Kalaivanan R is the editor,
and Kavya Sriram is in charge
of costume design.

Om also marks Mammootty's
much-anticipated collaboration
with Dhanush. Earlier, the mak-
ers had welcomed the Malay-
alam superstar by expressing
confidence that his presence
would further elevate the pro-
ject. The film is jointly pro-
duced by Wunderbar Films and
R Take Studios, making it one
of the biggest multilingual pro-
ductions currently in the mak-
ing. With its final schedule now
underway, expectations are
high for the action spectacle's
release.

Cheating Case Filed Against Actor Arya in Hyderabad

A cheating case has been
registered against Tamil ac-
tor Arya, also known as Jam-
shed C., and the producers of
the Malayalam film Anan-
than Kaadu at the Jubilee
Hills Police Station in Hy-
derabad over an alleged dis-
pute involving unpaid equip-
ment rental dues exceeding

1.80 crore.

The complaint was lodged
by Javed Ali, an accountant
with Hyderabad-based Taher
Cine Technique. According
to the complaint, the produc-
tion team approached the
company in February 2025 to
hire high-end cameras and
lighting equipment for the
shooting of Ananthan Kaadu.
The equipment was trans-
ported from Hyderabad to
Kerala for the film's
production.

The complainant alleged
that the total rental amount
for the equipment was 2.12
crore, but a major portion of
the payment remains unpaid
despite repeated assurances
from the producers. It was
further alleged that the pro-
duction team had signed
agreements promising to
clear the outstanding dues,
but failed to honour the
commitment.

The complaint also states
thatrepeated attempts to con-
tact the producers through
phone calls and WhatsApp
messages did not yield any
response. The company fur-
ther alleged that when its
manager demanded payment
of the pending amount, he
was threatened by the pro-
ducer, actor Arya and the ac-
tor's personal assistant,

Kishore.In the complaint, the
company also claimed that
the accused had allegedly ob-
tained interim relief from a
court in Kerala while con-
cealing material facts related
to the financial dispute.

Based on the complaint, Ju-
bilee Hills police have regis-
tered a cheating case and ini-
tiated an investigation into
the allegations. Officials said
further action will be taken
after examining the agree-
ments, financial records and
other relevant evidence.

No official response from
actor Arya or the producers
of Ananthan Kaadu has been
issued regarding the allega-
tions at the time of filing this
report. The police investiga-
tion is currently underway;
and further developments are
awaited.

sense of calm and gratitude.
She wrote that every sunrise in
Manali feels like a blessing and
every path tells a unique story,
adding that some journeys
help people rediscover
themselves.

The photographs have
drawn praise from fans, many
of whom remarked that Man-
dakini continues to retain her
elegance and charm despite be-
ing away from the silver screen
for many years.

Mandakini became a house-
hold name across India with
her iconic role in Raj Kapoor's
Hindi classic Ram Teri Ganga
Maili, which established her as
one of the leading actresses of
her generation. She later ap-
peared in several successful
Hindi films, including Dance
Dance, Commando and Jeete

Hain Shaan Se.In Telugu cine-
ma, she earned widespread
recognition after the success
of Simhasanam in 1986 and
later starred opposite Nanda-
muriBalakrishna in Bhargava
Ramudu. Her performances in
both films remain fondly re-
membered by Telugu
audiences.

Though she has stepped
away from the film industry,
Mandakini continues to stay
connected with her admirers
through social media, where
she occasionally shares mo-
ments from her travels and
personal life. Her latest pic-
tures from Manali have once
again reminded fans of the
timeless grace and screen pres-
ence that made her one of the
most admired actresses of the
1980s.

"
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Bangaram'Crosses
<100 Crore Mark

Actress Samantha's latest
film Maa Inti Bangaram has
achieved a major box office
milestone by crossing the 100
crore gross worldwide, further
strengthening its successful
theatrical run. To celebrate
the achievement, the film's
team released a special video
capturing Samantha's emo-
tional reaction after learning
about the film's impressive
collections.

Directed by Nandini Reddy,
Maa Inti Bangaram was re-
leased on June 19 and has re-
ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse from audiences. The
film has been praised for its
engaging storyline, emotional
depth and Samantha's power-
ful performance in the lead
role, contributing significant-
ly to its commercial success.

The celebration video,
shared by the makers on social
media, shows Samantha react-
ing with joy and gratitude
upon being informed that the
film had entered the prestig-
ious 100 crore club. Her genu-
ine excitement and heartfelt
response quickly went viral,
with fans widely sharing the
clip across social media
platforms.

The actress, who has con-
sistently delivered memorable
performances over the years,
has received appreciation
from both audiences and crit-

ics for carrying the film with
confidence and emotional in-
tensity. The latest milestone
has been viewed as another
significant achievement in her
successful career.

Director Nandini Reddy and
the film's team also expressed
gratitude to audiences for
their overwhelming support,
describing the success as a re-
sult of the love and encourage-
ment shown by moviegoers
worldwide. They credited the
audience's positive word-of-
mouth for helping the film sus-
tain a strong run at the box
office.

The 100 crore milestone
places Maa Inti Bangaram
among the notable Telugu
blockbusters of the year. With
strong occupancy continuing
in several centres and positive
audience response remaining
steady, the film is expected to
add to its box office collections
in the coming days.

The makers are expected to
continue celebrating the film's
success with more promotion-
al content and special events,
while fans continue to applaud
Samantha's performance and
the team's achievement. The
emotional reaction video has
become one of the most talked-
about moments on social me-
dia, reflecting the excitement
surrounding the film's re-
markable box office journey.
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