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BUZZ POINTS

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar
With just 48 hours left for the 

completion of  the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of  elec-
toral rolls, Andhra Pradesh 
has entered the final phase of  
the voter verification exercise. 
Launched on June 25, 2026, the 
SIR involved Booth Level Offic-
ers (BLOs) conducting door-to-
door verification and distribut-
ing Enumeration Forms. The 
exercise will conclude on July 
14, 2026, after which the Elec-
tion Commission will take up 
further stages of  electoral roll 
preparation and publication.

According to the latest data 
released by the Office of  the 
Chief  Electoral  Of ficer, 
Andhra Pradesh, 4,16,20,565 
Enumeration Forms (EFs) 
have been distributed across 
the state, achieving 99.98 per 
cent coverage. Of  these, 
3,88,34,360 forms have been dig-
itised, recording 93.29 per cent 
progress as of  4 PM on 
Saturday.

Chief  Electoral Officer 
Vivek Yadav said district Col-
lectors and Booth Level Offic-
ers (BLOs) were working con-
tinuously to complete the 
process within the stipulated 
deadline. He appealed to all po-
litical parties, public repre-
sentatives and citizens to coop-
erate in ensuring a smooth and 

transparent SIR exercise.
The SIR process involves 

door-to-door verification of  
voters, updating electoral de-
tails, removing duplicate or in-
eligible entries and adding 
names of  eligible citizens. The 
Election Commission of  India 
has described the exercise as a 
participative process involving 
voters, political parties and 
election officials. In Andhra 
Pradesh, more than 46,000 
BLOs are engaged in the field-
level verification process, as-
sisted by Booth Level Agents 
appointed by political parties.

The exercise, however, has 
triggered a political debate. 
Some opposition parties have 
raised concerns over transpar-

ency, alleging that the revision 
process could lead to the exclu-
sion of  genuine voters. The YS-
RCP has alleged irregularities 
in the exercise and questioned 
whether the process is being 
conducted fairly.

The Election Commission 
has rejected such apprehen-
sions and maintained that no 
eligible voter would be re-
moved without proper verifica-
tion and due procedure. Offi-
cials have repeatedly stated 
that the objective of  SIR is to 
prepare accurate electoral 
rolls by eliminating errors, du-
plicate registrations and out-
dated entries.

Meanwhile, the BJP has re-
quested an extension of  the 

deadline, stating that addition-
al time would help voters com-
plete formalities. Several other 
political parties have also con-
tinued to express concerns 
over the genuineness and im-
plementation of  the revision 
process.

As the July 14 deadline ap-
proaches, officials are urging 
citizens who have not complet-
ed verification to immediately 
contact their BLOs or use on-
line facilities such as the Elec-
tion Commission’s voter ser-
vices portal. The final phase 
has become crucial not only for 
completing voter registration 
but also for ensuring confi-
dence among all stakeholders 
in the electoral process.

Final 48 Hours for SIR: AP Pushes 
for 100% Voter Roll Verification

District-wise Digitisation Highlights 
by 4.00 PM on July 12

Highest Progress Digitisation %

Eluru 99.96%

Kakinada 99.46% 

Srikakulam 98.02%

Districts Requiring Final Push 
Digitisation %

Visakhapatnam 87.24%

Prakasam 89.60%

NTR District 89.95%

Mumbai, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Saturday visited 
Deputy Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan at a hospital in Mum-
bai, where he is recovering af-
ter undergoing rotator cuff  
surgery on his right shoulder.

The Chief  Minister enquired 
about Pawan Kalyan’s health 
from doctors, reviewed details 
of  the treatment and advised 

him to strictly follow medical 
instructions for a complete re-
covery. He expressed hope that 
the Deputy Chief

Naidu Visits Pawan Kalyan 
in Mumbai, Says Deputy  

CM Recovering Well

Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

 The mortal remains of  three 
tourists from Andhra Pradesh 
who died in the tragic boat ac-
cident near Phu Quoc Island in 
Vietnam will be repatriated 
soon, with Union Minister for 
Civil Aviation K Rammohan 
Naidu intervening to expedite 
the process. The Embassy of  
India in Vietnam has finalised 
travel arrangements, and flight 
s ch e d u l e s  a re  e x p e c t e d 

shortly.
The victims were identified 

as Nallapeta Adiseshaiah Ravi 
Teja from Hindupur in Sri 

Sathya Sai district, Gelli Jaya 
Lakshmi from Machilipatnam 
in Krishna district and Mudi-
um Sreedhar from Kadapa dis-
trict. Through the e-CARE por-
tal ,  requests  have been 
submitted to transport Adise-
shaiah Ravi Teja to Bengaluru, 
Gelli Jaya Lakshmi to Vi-
jayawada and Mudium Sreed-
har to Chennai.

The speedboat carrying In-
dian tourists capsized near 
Hon May Rut Ngoai Island, kill-
ing 15 people. 

Vietnam Boat Tragedy: Andhra Victims’ 
Mortal Remains to Reach India

 Rajamahendravaram, July 
12 | TPN Bureau

 Minister Kandula Durgesh 
conducted a late-night inspec-
tion of  arrangements for Chief  
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu’s visit to East Godavari 
and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Kona-
seema districts scheduled for 
July 13. The Chief  Minister 
will inaugurate construction 
works related to the installa-
tion of  new flood gates at the 
D o w l e sw a r a m  B a r r a g e.
Durgesh reviewed prepara-
tions around the barrage after 
concluding engagements in the 
Nidadavolu constituency and 
reaching Rajamahendravaram 
around 10 PM. He carried out a 
field-level assessment of  key 

arrangements being made for 
the high-profile event.

During the inspection, the 
Minister examined facilities 
including the helipad, public 
meeting venue, security de-
ployment and vehicle parking 
arrangements. He interacted 
with officials from various de-
partments and sought

Durgesh Reviews Arrangements 
for CM Naidu’s Dowleswaram Visit

Hyderabad, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Actor Prakash Raj has re-
sponded strongly to the ongo-
ing controversy surrounding 
his remarks in the “Prasanna 
Ravana” row, stating that at-
tempts to silence his voice of  
dissent would not succeed. In a 
recent post on X, he criticised 
the online campaign against 
him and alleged that certain 
Jana Sena supporters, televi-
sion channels and YouTube 
platforms were spreading false 
propaganda against him.

Prakash Raj, without direct-
ly naming individuals, said he 
was observing the develop-
ments and questioned the man-
ner in which the campaign

“My Voice Cannot Be 
Silenced”: Prakash Raj

Kondapalli, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

The mortal remains of  At-
luri Lakshmi Prasanna (28), 
who died in a road accident in 
New York, United States, on 
July 5, were brought to her na-
tive village, Mulapadu in NTR 
district, triggering scenes of  
deep grief. Family members, 
relatives and villagers gath-
ered in large numbers to pay 
their last respects.

Lakshmi Prasanna had trav-
elled to the United States re-
cently and had spoken cheer-
fully with her family just two 

months ago, making her sud-
den death even more distress-
ing. Her parents, Malleswari 
and Vasantha Rao, broke down 
upon seeing her mortal re-
mains, moving onlookers to 
tears.The repatriation of  the 
body was facilitated by

NTR District Woman Killed in US Road 
Accident Laid to Rest in Native Village

Ch Raju
Dowleswaram: The historic 

Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage at 
Dowleswaram is set to receive 
a major technological upgrade, 
with Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu scheduled to 
lay the foundation stone on 
Monday to replace 117 old 
floodgates at an estimated cost 
of  ₹152.95 crore. The pro-
gramme will be held at Gate 
No. 1 in Pichukulanka of  Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema 
district.

Officials described the pro-
ject as a significant step to-
wards strengthening irriga-
tion security, improving flood 
management and ensuring the 

long-term safety of  the bar-
rage, which has remained the 
lifeline of  the Godavari Delta 
for decades.

The Dowleswaram anicut, 
constructed between 1847 and 
1852 under the leadership of  
Sir Arthur Cotton, trans-
formed the Godavari Delta into 
one of  India’s most fertile agri-
cultural regions. By effectively 
diverting Godavari floodwa-
ters for irrigation, the struc-
ture changed the economic 
landscape of  the region, earn-
ing the lasting gratitude of  
farmers.

Following the ageing of  the 
original anicut and major 
floods in 1963, the need for a 

modern structure was identi-
fied. Construction of  the pre-
sent Sir Arthur Cotton Bar-
rage began in 1969 and was 
completed in 1984.

Spread across approximately 

5.837 kilometres, the barrage 
currently provides irrigation 
facilities to around 10.13 lakh 
acres and serves as a major 
source of  drinking water for 
millions of  people. It also plays 

a crucial role in flood regula-
tion and protecting delta 
agriculture.

Considering nearly four dec-
ades of  continuous operation, 
exposure to heavy floods and 
ageing mechanical compo-
nents, the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), Dam Safety 
Review Panel (DSRP) and ex-
pert committees on hydro-me-
chanical systems conducted 
detailed inspections. Based on 
their recommendations, the 
State government initiated the 
modernisation works.

During the first phase in 
2014-15, 58 out of  175 flood gates 
were replaced at a cost of  ₹31.77 
crore. The present project in-

cludes replacement of  the re-
maining 117 gates, installation 
of  new rubber seals, roller as-
semblies, wire ropes, master 
control panels and electrical 
cables for all 175 gates, along 
with sandblasting and painting 
works.

The State government ac-
corded administrative sanc-
tion for the project in 2025, fol-
lowed by technical approval. 
The work was awarded to M/s 
BEKEM Infra Projects Pvt. 
Ltd., Hyderabad, with a target 
to complete the project within 
two years.

Officials said the modernisa-
tion would enhance the bar-
rage’s safety and strengthen 

flood management capabili-
ties. The initiative is expected 
to benefit farming communi-
ties, fisherfolk and rural popu-
lations across East Godavari, 
West Godavari and Dr. B.R. 
A m b e d k a r  K o n a s e e m a 
districts.

The project also assumes im-
portance from a heritage per-
spective as efforts are being 
made to preserve the legacy of  
the Godavari region while inte-
grating modern technology. Of-
ficials said the upgrade would 
ensure that the historic bar-
rage continues to serve future 
generations by securing irriga-
tion and water resources for 
the Godavari Delta.

New Chapter for Godavari Delta

CM to Launch Modernisation of Dowleswaram Barrage

Shivaranjani

Hyderabad: Police have in-
tensified their search for 
35-year-old P. Rajkumar, the 
prime accused in the shocking 
six-murder case in Shabad, as 
investigators continue to gath-
er evidence and examine the 
events that allegedly preceded 
the crime. Fresh details from 
the First Information Report 
(FIR) indicate that Rajkumar 
had allegedly stalked and har-
assed a 16-year-old girl for near-
ly a year before the horrific 
killings.The incident, which 
claimed the lives of  six people, 

has sent shockwaves across 
Telangana and triggered wide-
spread concern over escalating 
violence,  revenge-driven 
crimes, and the importance of  
identifying warning signs be-
fore tragedies occur. Rajkumar 

is accused of  murdering the 
minor girl, her mother, and 
grandmother, along with his 
own wife and two children, be-
fore fleeing the scene in his car.

According to the FIR regis-
tered by Shabad Police, a case 
was filed against Rajkumar on 
May 16, 2026, under Sections 78 
and 351(2) of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and Sec-
tion 12 of  the Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act following a com-
plaint lodged by the girl’s 
mother.The complaint alleged 
that Rajkumar, a resident of  
Dhaivalguda, had been repeat-

edly following and harassing 
her younger daughter, who was 
studying first-year Intermedi-
ate at a private college in 
Shamshabad. Despite being 
married and having two chil-
dren, he allegedly pressured 
the girl to speak with him over 
the phone and followed her to 
college. The family alleged that 
he issued threats, including 
warnings to kill her if  she re-
fused to communicate with 
him.Due to the continuous har-
assment and threats, the fami-
ly reportedly stopped sending 
the girl to

Experts Urge Early Intervention After Shabad Killings

Tirumala, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

The Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) has an-
nounced changes to VIP Break 
Darshans at the Srivari Temple 
and released the online book-
ing schedule for various dar-
shan tickets and accommoda-
tion quotas for October 2026.

The VIP Break Darshans 
will remain cancelled on July 
14 and 17 due to the traditional 
temple cleaning ritual, Koil Al-
war Tirumanjanam, and the 
annual Anivara Asthanam cel-
ebrations. TTD will not accept 
VIP recommendation letters 

on July 13 and 16, while only 
protocol dignitaries will be al-
lowed darshan on the specified 
days. Daily sevas, including 
Kalyanotsavam, Unjal Seva, 
Arjitha Brahmotsavam and Sa-
hasra Deepalankara Seva, will 

also remain cancelled on July 
17.
October 2026 Darshan 
Quota Schedule

TTD has opened the online 
booking schedule for October 
darshan and accommodation 
quotas. Registrations for pre-
mium Arjitha Seva tickets will 
begin on July 18 at 10 AM. Tick-
ets for other sevas, Rs 300 Spe-
cial Entry Darshan, Srivani 
Trust, special categories and 
accommodation will be re-
leased between July 21 and 24 
through the official portal. 
Devotees have been advised to 
e only official channels for 
bookings.

TTD Announces Darshan Changes and October Quota Schedule

Vietnam Boat Tragedy

ARN Mahesh
A leisure trip to Vietnam’s 

picturesque Phu Quoc Island 
ended in one of  the deadliest 
tragedies involving Indian 
tourists abroad, leaving 15 peo-
ple dead, including three from 
Andhra Pradesh. As families 
mourn the loss of  their loved 
ones and authorities work on 
repatriation, eyewitness ac-
counts have raised serious 
questions about the sequence 
of  events after the tourist boat 

capsized.The speedboat, carry-
ing 32 Indian tourists and four 
Vietnamese crew members, 
overturned near Hon May Rut 
Ngoai Island while returning 
towards An Thoi I

 A Holiday That Turned Into a Nightmare, 
Questions Over Rescue and Safety
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 Buried for 2,000 Years, Gottiprolu 
Finally Claims Its Place in History

Sravani Badugu

Naidupeta: Hidden beneath lay-
ers of  earth and once dismissed 
as an abandoned mound covered 
with wild vegetation, the historic 
Kotadibba at Gottiprolu village 
has now secured a place on In-
dia's archaeological map. The Un-
ion Ministry of  Culture has de-
clared the site a monument of  
national importance, recognising 
its remarkable historical and cul-
tural significance after years of  
archaeological research.

Located nearly 20 kilometres 
from Naidupeta in Tirupati dis-
trict, Gottiprolu has emerged as 
one of  Andhra Pradesh's most im-
portant ancient settlements. Ex-
cavations carried out by archae-
ologists uncovered evidence of  a 
thriving civilisation that flour-
ished nearly 2,000 years ago. Mas-
sive brick structures, house foun-
d a t i o n s ,  s t o r a g e  p i t s , 
black-and-red ware pottery, stone 
tools and beautifully sculpted 
idols, including a Vishnu idol be-
lieved to belong to the Pallava pe-
riod, were among the major 
discoveries.

The excavated bricks closely 
resemble those used during the 
Satavahana and Ikshvaku dynas-
ties at Amaravati and Nagarjuna-
konda, indicating that Gottiprolu 
was a prominent fortified settle-
ment and an important adminis-
trative centre. Archaeologists 
also believe the village served as 
a major trading hub due to its 
strategic location near the Swar-
namukhi River and the ancient 

port of  Dugarajapatnam, which 
connected the region to overseas 
maritime trade.

Researchers say the fort was 
built on an elevated mound near-
ly 40 feet high, providing natural 
protection and a clear view of  the 
surrounding landscape. The 
availability of  water resources 
and access to ancient trade routes 
made it an ideal location for rul-
ers to establish a fortified 
settlement.

Ironically, many of  the site's 
hidden treasures surfaced during 
years of  illegal gravel excavation. 
Villagers who noticed ancient 
bricks, pottery fragments and 
sculptures alerted the Archaeo-
logical Survey authorities, lead-
ing to scientific excavations that 
confirmed the site's historical 

importance.
The Centre has now brought 

more than 24 acres under protect-
ed status, with the National Mon-
uments Authority entrusted with 
its conservation. However, locals 
say the site, once excavated, has 
again been covered by dense veg-
etation and requires further res-
toration and development to un-
lock its tourism potential.

The national recognition 
marks a significant milestone for 
Gottiprolu, transforming a for-
gotten mound into a symbol of  
Andhra Pradesh's glorious past. 
Historians believe the discoveries 
will open new avenues for archae-
ological research while preserv-
ing an invaluable chapter of  In-
dia's ancient civilisation for 
future generations.

Palasa Airport to Boost 
Jobs and Curb Migration
Palasa, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The proposed Palasa Air-
port aims to transform Sri-
kakulam district by creating 
employment opportunities 
and reducing migration, Un-
ion Civil Aviation Minister 
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu 
said on Sunday. He held a high-
level review meeting in Palasa 
with public representatives, 
officials, farmers and local res-
idents on airport development, 
l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d 
compensation.

The minister said the air-
port would be developed en-
tirely under government con-
trol with funds from the 
Airports Authority of  India 
under the UDAN scheme and 
dismissed concerns over pri-
vatisation. He said around 500 
acres of  land acquired along 
with the airport project would 
be allocated for industrial de-
velopment, creating large-
scale employment opportuni-
ties for local youth.

He assured that a structured 
policy would be introduced to 

give priority to local people in 
jobs generated through the air-
port and industries. He cited 
t h e  g r o w t h  a r o u n d 
Bhogapuram Airport as an ex-
ample of  how such projects 
c a n  c r e a t e  e c o n o m i c 
opportunities.

District Collector Swapnil 
Dinkar Pundkar assured farm-
ers that no village would be 
displaced and promised fair 
and maximum compensation 
as per land acquisition rules.

Joint Collector Farman 
Ahmed Khan, MLA Gauthu 
Sireesha and other officials 
participated in the meeting.

Kerala Partners with EESL 
for Green Growth Drive

Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Kerala has unveiled an ambi-
tious green growth roadmap 
aimed at making the state a na-
tional leader in climate action 
and sustainable development, 
with Energy Efficiency Services 
Limited (EESL), under the Min-
istry of  Power, set to partner in 
implementing advanced energy-
e f f i c i e n t  a n d  r e n e w a b l e 
technologies.

A high-level meeting, chaired 
by Additional Chief  Secretary 
(Finance) K.R. Jyothi Lal, will be 
held in Thiruvananthapuram on 
July 15, where EESL Chief  Ex-
ecutive Officer Akhilesh Kumar 
Dixit will present successful na-
tional models and global best 
practices. The state has ear-
marked ₹100 crore in the 2026-27 
revised budget for Community 
Battery Energy Storage Systems 
(C-BESS), a key initiative to 
strengthen renewable energy in-
tegration and grid stability.

The proposed collaboration 
includes rooftop solar projects, 
LED street lighting, electric mo-
bility, battery storage, energy-

efficient housing, and solar ini-
tiatives for the Kerala Water 
Authority. Kerala's five-point 
strategy also focuses on expand-
ing renewable energy, increas-
ing green cover, adopting ad-
vanced technolo gies,  and 
encouraging public participa-
tion in climate action.

EESL will also showcase the 
Andhra Pradesh-EESL partner-
ship as a national best-practice 
model, highlighting its achieve-
ments in energy savings, finan-
cial benefits, smart public infra-
structure, and the distribution 
of  induction stoves to over 55,000 
Anganwadi centres. Officials 
said the partnership aims to re-
duce energy wastage, lower pub-
lic expenditure, and support sus-
tainable gover nance while 
advancing India's climate goals.

Arya Vysya Council 
Takes Oath in Nandyal
Banaganapalle, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister BC Janardhan Red-
dy and his wife attended the 
oath-taking ceremony of  the 
Nandyal District Arya Vysya 
Governing Council held at GSS 
Kalyana Mandapam in Banaga-
napalle on Sunday. Former MP 
TG Venkatesh Gupta also par-
ticipated in the programme.

Before the event, BC Janard-
han Reddy welcomed TG Ven-
katesh Gupta at his residence in 
Banaganapalle. During the cer-
emony, Tanguturi Srinayya took 
oath as the President of  the 
Nandyal District Arya Vysya 
Sangham, along with the newly 
elected executive committee 
members.

Tanguturi Srinayya and the 
executive committee accorded a 
grand welcome to Minister BC 

Janardhan Reddy, his wife, and 
former MP TG Venkatesh Gupta 
on their arrival at the venue.

Addressing the gathering, the 
minister congratulated the new-
ly elected president and govern-
ing council members, express-
ing confidence that they would 
work for the welfare and pro-
gress of  the Arya Vysya commu-
nity. The programme witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from 
a large number of  Arya Vysya 
community members and other 
prominent personalities from 
the district.

Minister Warns Against 
Encroachment of Donated Lands
Machilipatnam, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister Kollu Ravindra on 
Sunday warned that strict action 
would be taken against anyone en-
croaching on lands donated for 
the welfare of  the poor. He was 
speaking after attending the oath-
taking ceremony of  the Sri Tham-
mana Pitchaiah Dharma Satram 
Development Committee, func-
tioning under the Andhra Pradesh 
Endowments Department, at 
C h a l l a  R a s t a  C e n t r e  i n 
Machilipatnam.

The minister said philanthro-
pists had donated vast extents of  
land for schools, colleges, temples 
and charitable institutions to 
serve the needy, and protecting 

such properties was a collective 
responsibility. He recalled that the 
Dharma Satram, established by 
Thammana Pitchaiah in 1917, was 
handed over to the government in 
1982 and reopened in 1984.Kollu 
Ravindra announced a personal 
contribution of  ₹5 lakh for the de-
velopment of  the satram and as-
sured efforts to secure additional 
funds from the Endowments De-
partment for constructing a mod-
ern facility. He also pledged to re-
claim encroached charitable 
lands across the Machilipatnam 
constituency. Senior party leader 
Gorrepati Gopichand, former Mu-
nicipal Chairman Motamarri Ba-
baprasad, committee members 
and other leaders attended the 
programme.

Minister Consoles Vietnam Boat Tragedy Victim's Family
Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister Kollu Ravindra on 
Sunday visited the residence 
of  the family of  Gell i 
Jayashree, who died in the re-
cent boat accident in Viet-
nam, and offered his condo-
lences. The minister met the 
bereaved family at Moghalra-
jpuram in Vijayawada and as-
sured them of  the Andhra 
Pradesh government's full 
support during the difficult 
time.

Kollu Ravindra also reas-
sured the family that Gelli 
Kishore, who was injured in 
the accident, was receiving 
advanced medical treatment 
in Vietnam. He spoke over the 
phone with family members 

who had travelled to Vietnam 
to assist Kishore and enquired 
about his health and the medi-
cal care being provided.

The minister said officials 
had infor med him that 
Jayashree's mortal remains 
were expected to reach Vi-

jayawada by Monday evening 
and would be handed over to 
the family on Tuesday. He add-
ed that Minister Nara Lokesh 
had already held discussions 
with the Indian Embassy to 
ensure all necessary assis-
tance to the affected family.

Sanskrit Scholars' Meet 
Scheduled on July 13

Guntur, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The AP Telugu and Sanskrit 
Academy will organise a con-
clave of  Sanskrit scholars and 
intellectuals at Vaddeswaram 
in Vijayawada on Monday to 
discuss measures for the pro-
motion and expansion of  the 
Sanskrit language.

Academy Chairman R.D. 
Wilson, also known as Sharath 
Chandra, said the meeting 
would bring together Sanskrit 
scholars and intellectuals to 
formulate an action plan for 
strengthening the language's 
reach and encouraging its wid-
er use.

He said the programme is be-

ing held as part of  the ongoing 
Sanskrit Saptaham celebra-
tions being organised in vari-
ous towns to popularise the lan-
guage. The academy is working 
with the slogan, "Sanskrit for 
Everyone, Sanskrit to Every-
one," to take the language to 
every section of  society.

Wilson said the academy had 
already published books under 
the Patita Sanskritam initia-
tive to promote Sanskrit and 
would continue similar efforts. 
He added that the academy's 
primary objective is to make 
Sanskrit more accessible to the 
general public through sus-
tained awareness and educa-
tional programmes.

Minister Hails India's 
Archery Silver Triumph
Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister Mandipalli Rampras-
ad Reddy congratulated the Indi-
an women's compound archery 
team for winning the silver medal 
at the Archery World Cup Stage-4 
being held in Madrid, Spain.

The minister appreciated the 
exceptional performance of  team 
members Jyothi Surekha Ven-
nam, Prithika Pradeep and Chiki-
tha Thaniparthi, stating that 
their achievement on the interna-
tional stage had brought pride to 
the nation and inspired young 
sportspersons.

Mandipalli Ramprasad Reddy 
said the team's victory over South 
Korea in the semifinals to enter 
the final was a significant 
achievement and reflected the 
growing strength of  Indian ar-
chery. He noted that securing the 
silver medal marked another im-
portant step forward for the coun-
try's archery talent.

The minister expressed hope 
that the players would continue 
their excellent performance and 
win more international medals 
for India. He extended his best 
wishes to the entire Indian wom-
en's archery team for their future 
endeavours.

AP Handloom Exhibition Opens in New Delhi
New Delhi, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Bhavan in 
New Delhi is hosting a Handloom 
Exhibition-cum-Sale from July 12 
to 19, offering visitors an opportu-
nity to experience the rich weav-
ing traditions and craftsmanship 
of  the state’s master weavers.

The exhibition, open from 11 
AM to 9 PM at Andhra Pradesh 
Bhavan, No. 1 Ashoka Road, fea-
tures 17 traditional handloom va-
rieties presented directly by 
skilled weavers from across 
Andhra Pradesh. Visitors can ex-
plore and purchase renowned col-
lections including Uppada Jam-
dani, Dharmavaram, Venkatagiri, 
Gadwal, Kuppadam, Sri Kalahas-
ti Kalamkari, Madanapalle, Mad-
havaram, Bandar Polavaram, 
Mori, Pulagurtha Malka and An-
gara handlooms.

The exhibition showcases a 
wide range of  products, including 
sarees, dress materials, silk fab-
rics, khaddar, shirtings, dhoties, 
lungies and bedsheets. Organis-
ers said the event aims to pro-

mote GI-recognised weaving tra-
ditions, provide direct market 
support to artisans and preserve 
Andhra Pradesh’s centuries-old 
handloom heritage.

Visitors can also enjoy authen-
tic Andhra cuisine at the AP 
Bhavan Canteen, making the ex-
hibition a complete cultural 
experience.

YS Jagan to Meet Fishermen 
Families on July 14

Visakhapatnam, July 12 | 
TPN Bureau

YSRCP President and for-
mer Chief  Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy will visit Vi-
sakhapatnam on Tuesday, July 
14, to console the families of  
six fishermen who went miss-
ing in the recent boat accident 
off  the Visakhapatnam coast, 
YSRCP Visakhapatnam Dis-
trict President K.K. Raju 
announced.

Jagan Mohan Reddy will ar-
rive at Visakhapatnam Airport 
at 10:30 AM and proceed to Jab-
barpet in Visakhapatnam 
South Assembly constituency 
to meet the families of  the 
missing fishermen. He will 
also meet Kari Chinna, the 
lone survivor of  the accident, 
and his family members.

K.K. Raju criticised the gov-
ernment’s response to the inci-
dent, alleging delays in rescue 
operations despite the accident 
occurring close to the shore. 

He questioned the coordina-
tion among various depart-
ments and demanded greater 
accountability in handling the 
tragedy.

He also urged the State Elec-
tion Commissioner to extend 
the voter verification and ap-
plication process under the 
Special Intensive Revision of  
electoral rolls, citing difficul-
ties in urban areas like Vi-
s a k h a p a t n a m  d u e  t o 
migration.

SSC 2027 Blueprint and 
Model Papers Released

Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

The Board of  Secondary Edu-
cation, Andhra Pradesh has re-
leased the blueprint and model 
question papers for the SSC 
Public Examinations 2027. The 
materials have been prepared 
for Class X students appearing 
for the examinations during the 
academic year 2026-27 and up-
loaded on the official website of  
the Board of  Secondary Educa-
tion and the LEAP App.

Director of  Government Ex-
aminations K.V. Srinivasulu 
Reddy informed that all Head 
Masters and subject teachers 

have been instructed to down-
load the blueprint and model 
question papers and make them 
available to students for prac-
tice and preparation.

Students appearing for the 
SSC Public Examinations 2027 
have been advised to study the 
blueprint and model papers 
thoroughly to understand the 
examination pattern, weight-
age and scheme.

The Board urged Head Mas-
ters, students, parents and oth-
er stakeholders to use the re-
sources effectively for better 
preparation and rely only on 
official platforms for authentic 
updates.

Power Employees Seek Retirement 
Age Order Implementation

Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Power sector employees have 
urged electricity organisations 
to immediately implement G.O. 
Ms. No.45, which raises the re-
tirement age of  employees from 
60 to 62 years.

In a press note, employees 
said the state government is-
sued the order after considering 
the representations of  employ-
ee associations and the Group 

of  Ministers’ report. They wel-
comed the decision and ex-
pressed gratitude to Chief  Min-
ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu, 
cabinet members and officials.

However, they expressed con-
cern over the delay in imple-
mentation within electricity 
organisations, citing internal 
committee procedures. They 
said thousands of  employees, 
particularly those nearing re-
tirement, were facing uncer-
tainty due to the delay and some 

benefit-related processes had 
been affected.

They appealed to power sec-
tor management to implement 
the order immediately, stating 
that it would provide relief  to 
employees and strengthen their 
confidence in the government.

AP Power Employees Forum 
president G. Ramakrishnudu, 
general secretary S. Koteswara 
Rao, vice-president S. Srinivasa 
Rao and secretary M. Srinivasa 
Rao were present.



continued

Minister would regain full 
health soon and resume his re-
sponsibilities in public service.
Minister Nadendla Manohar re-
ceived Chandrababu Naidu at 
the hospital. Ministers P. Naray-
ana and Anagani Satya Prasad 
accompanied the Chief  Minister 
during the visit.Later, speaking 
to media persons in Mumbai, 
Chandrababu Naidu said 
Pawan Kalyan’s health condi-
tion was improving steadily 
and that he was keen to return 
to administrative duties at the 
earliest. He said doctors had 
advised the Deputy Chief  Min-
ister to take complete rest for 
three weeks following the 
shoulder surgery.The Chief  
Minister appreciated Pawan 
Kalyan’s dedication towards 
public service, stating that he 
often works tirelessly without 
giving enough attention to his 
health. He advised him to pri-
oritise recovery and avoid over-

exertion to prevent further 
health issues.Describing 
Pawan Kalyan as a leader com-
mitted to the welfare of  people, 
Chandrababu Naidu said he 
wished to see the Deputy Chief  
Minister return to public life 
and governance with renewed 
energy.The Chief  Minister also 
spoke about the boat tragedy in 
Vietnam involving tourists from 
the Telugu states. He expressed 
grief  over the loss of  lives and 
said the Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment was taking necessary 
steps to bring back the mortal 

remains of  the victims to their 
native places. He added that the 
state was coordinating with the 
Government of  India to ensure 
the safe return of  stranded tour-
ists.Responding to questions on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
foreign visits, Chandrababu 
Naidu said Modi had enhanced 
India’s global stature and earned 
respect worldwide. He expressed 
confidence that the vision of  
Viksit Bharat would be achieved 
under Modi’s leadership, helping 
India emerge as a leading global 
power.
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Durgesh Reviews Arrangements 
for CM Naidu’s Dowleswaram Visit
continued

updates on preparedness.
Durgesh directed the admin-

istration to implement strin-
gent security measures and 
ensure there is no lapse during 
the Chief  Minister’s visit. He 
stressed the importance of  
seamless coordination among 
all departments, including po-
lice, irrigation and revenue 
wings, to handle large crowds 
and maintain order.

Calling the visit a matter of  
prestige for the district, the 
Minister urged officials to act 
responsibly and ensure the 
program is conducted smooth-
ly and successfully.

Officials stated that elabo-
rate arrangements are being 
made as a large number of  pub-
lic are expected to attend the 
Chief  Minister’s program at 
the historic Dowleswaram 
Barrage.

NTR District Woman Killed 
in US Road Accident Laid 
to Rest in Native Village

continued

 Komati Jayaram, NRI and 
Special Representative of  the 
Andhra Pradesh Government 
for North America, who coordi-
nated with local authorities and 
Indian consular officials in the 
United States. According to offi-
cial sources, the Consulate Gen-
eral of  India in New York assist-
ed in documentation, including 
issuance of  death certificates 
and clearance for transporta-
tion.The mortal remains arrived 
at Hyderabad Airport in the ear-
ly hours of  Sunday and were 
shifted to Mulapadu by ambu-

lance. Local authorities ensured 
smooth transit and necessary 
arrangements at the village.Af-
ter relatives and villagers paid 
floral tributes, the body was tak-
en in a procession to the village 
cremation ground, where last 
rites were performed as per fam-
ily traditions.Officials said the 
Andhra Pradesh Government, 
through its NRI support mecha-
nism, extended assistance to the 
bereaved family in bringing the 
body back. The tragic incident 
has cast a pall of  gloom over Mu-
lapadu village, with residents 
mourning the untimely loss of  a 
young life.

 A Holiday That Turned Into a Nightmare, 
Questions Over Rescue and Safety

continued

nternational Port. Accord-
ing to Vietnamese authorities, 
the vessel capsized after en-
countering strong winds and 
rough sea conditions. Rescue 
teams recovered 15 bodies and 
rescued several passengers. Vi-
etnamese police have detained 
the boat captain as part of  an 
investigation into possible vio-
lations of  waterway safety 
regulations.

Among the deceased were 
three tourists from Andhra 
Pradesh — Nallapeta Adise-
shaiah Ravi Teja from Hindu-
pur in Sri Sathya Sai district, 
Mudium Sreedhar from Kada-
pa district and Gelli Jaya Lak-
shmi from Machilipatnam in 
Krishna district. Their deaths 
have left their native places in 
deep sorrow, with families 
waiting for the mortal remains 
to return home.
Eyewitness Accounts Raise 
Rescue Questions

Survivors from Andhra 
Pradesh recalled terrifying 
moments when the boat sud-
denly overturned. Nirmal Ku-
mar, one of  the survivors, said 
a massive wave struck the boat 
while it was approaching the 
shore, throwing several pas-
sengers into the sea. He said 
around 20 people fell into the 
water, while some passengers 
remained trapped inside as the 
boat was fully enclosed.

Another survivor alleged 
that rescue efforts were not 
initiated immediately and 
claimed that precious time was 
lost. He said some passengers 
who lost consciousness might 
have survived if  immediate 
first aid and CPR had been pro-
vided. Survivors also raised 
concerns about the availabili-
ty of  emergency medical facili-
ties at the accident location.

However, Vietnamese au-
thorities and rescue agencies 
have maintained that search 
and rescue operations were 
carried out after receiving in-
formation about the accident. 
Nearby boats and rescue teams 

helped recover survivors, 
while investigations are con-
tinuing to determine whether 
safety procedures were prop-
erly followed.
Safety Review and Investi-
gation

The tragedy has triggered a 
wider discussion on tourist 
safety measures in Vietnam’s 
popular island destinations. 
Authorities are examining 
weather conditions, vessel op-
erations, safety equipment and 
the response mechanism fol-
lowing the accident. Vietnam’s 
Prime Minister has ordered an 
investigation into the incident 
and a review of  safety proto-
cols for tourist operations.
Repatriation and Govern-
ment Support

The Indian Embassy in Viet-
nam, the Ministry of  External 
Af fairs and the Andhra 
Pradesh Government are coor-
dinating efforts to bring back 
the mortal remains and assist 
survivors. The bodies of  the 
deceased tourists are being 
moved for repatriation after 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l 
procedures.

Union Minister for Civil Avi-
ation K Rammohan Naidu has 
assured that the Central Gov-
ernment is extending full sup-
port to the affected families. 
Arrangements are also being 
made for survivors to return to 
India, while one critically in-
jured tourist continues to re-
ceive medical care in Vietnam.
The Vietnam boat tragedy has 
not only brought grief  to fami-
lies across Andhra Pradesh 
and other states but has also 
highlighted the urgent need 
for stricter safety standards, 
faster emergency response sys-
tems and stronger accountabil-
ity in international tourist op-
erations. The final findings of  
the investigation will deter-
mine whether the tragedy was 
caused solely by natural condi-
tions or whether lapses in safe-
ty procedures contributed to 
the loss of  lives.

Vietnam Boat Tragedy: Andhra Victims’ 
Mortal Remains to Reach India

continued

The boat had 32 Indian tour-
ists and crew members on 
board, of  whom 21 were res-
cued. The Indian Embassy 
confirmed that the victims in-
cluded tourists from Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala.Meanwhile, all Telugu 
tourists stranded at Phu Quoc 
Island have safely reached Noi 
Bai International Airport in 
Hanoi. They are scheduled to 
depart at 7:05 PM (local time) 
by Vietnam Airlines and are 
expected to arrive in Hy-
derabad at around 10:00 PM 
(IST). The Embassy of  India, 
Gover nment  of  Andhra 
Pradesh and AP Bhavan in 
New Delhi are providing 
round-the-clock consular, lo-

gistical and repatriation sup-
port.Union Minister K Ram-
m o h a n  N a i d u  s a i d  t h e 
Ministry of  Civil Aviation, 
Ministry of  External Affairs 
and Indian Embassy are coor-
dinating with Vietnamese au-
thorities to ensure smooth re-
patriation and safe return of  
survivors. He advised families 
to  complete  for malities 
through the e-CARE portal 
and assured full support.
Meanwhile, the condition of  
injured tourist Gelli Kishore 
remains critical. During trans-
fer from Phu Quoc Govern-
ment Hospital, he developed 
complications and remains 
unconscious in the ICU on ad-
vanced life support. Doctors 
detected a small blood clot in 

the brain along with a mild 
cardiac episode. He underwent 
an emergency cardiac proce-
dure and may be shifted to Ho 
Chi Minh City for advanced 
treatment after stabilisation.

Union Minister Kollu Ravin-
dra spoke with Kishore’s cous-
in Santosh at the hospital and 
assured support. The Indian 
Ambassador is in constant 
contact with doctors, while Vi-
etnamese authorities are as-
sisting.Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu directed 
officials to coordinate with the 
Centre and extend all help. The 
tragedy has left families in 
Hindupur, Kadapa and Machil-
ipatnam in deep grief, even as 
efforts continue to bring vic-
tims home.

Naidu Visits Pawan Kalyan in Mumbai,  
Says Deputy CM Recovering Well

Experts Urge Early 
Intervention After 

Shabad Killings
continued

 college for nearly six months. 
The complaint further alleged 
that Rajkumar, who lived next 
door, installed CCTV cameras 
facing their residence to keep 
track of  their movements.The 
FIR stated that on May 16, when 
the girl’s mother accompanied 
her to an Intermediate examina-
tion centre in Shamshabad, Raj-
kumar was allegedly seen near 
the venue. After the examina-
tion, he allegedly grabbed the 
girl’s hand and attempted to pull 
her away. The girl’s mother in-
tervened and took her daughter 
away from the spot. However, Ra-
jkumar allegedly followed them 
while issuing death threats, lead-
ing to the registration of  the 
criminal case.Following the mul-
tiple murders, police launched 
an extensive search operation 
and formed eight special teams 
to track down the accused. Inves-
tigators revealed that after the 
crime, Rajkumar allegedly con-
tacted his father and claimed 
that he intended to end his life. 
However, his abandoned car was 
later discovered near Thimma-
pur railway station in Kothur 
mandal, and his mobile phone 
location was traced to the same 
area.

Police suspect that Rajkumar 
may have abandoned the vehicle 
and entered the railway station 
in an attempt to escape. CCTV 
footage from the station is being 
analysed to determine whether 
he boarded a train and identify 
his possible route.To speed up 
the investigation, police have an-
nounced a ₹2 lakh reward for 
credible information that helps 
in locating and arresting Rajku-
mar. Authorities have appealed 
to citizens to immediately in-
form police if  they spot the ac-
cused or have any information 
about his whereabouts.

The case has also resulted in 
disciplinary action against po-

lice personnel. Authorities is-
sued a charge memo to Shabad 
Circle Inspector Kanta Reddy, 
while Sub-Inspector Ramesh 
was suspended over alleged su-
pervisory lapses in handling the 
earlier stalking complaint.

Meanwhile, psychologists 
have highlighted the broader 
concerns emerging from the in-
cident. Mental health experts 
said acts of  extreme violence are 
generally preceded by behav-
ioural patterns such as persis-
tent harassment, inability to ac-
cept rejection, repeated threats, 
obsessive actions, and increas-
ing aggression.

Experts stressed that such 
warning signs should not be ig-
nored by families, neighbours, 
educational institutions, or au-
thorities. They called for timely 
intervention, better awareness, 
and stronger support systems to 
address threatening behaviour 
before it escalates into serious 
violence.The Shabad killings 
have renewed discussions on the 
need for preventive mechanisms, 
faster response to complaints of  
harassment, and improved coor-
dination between law enforce-
ment agencies and communities. 
The investigation continues as 
police work to arrest Rajkumar 
and establish the complete se-
quence of  events behind one of  
Telangana’s most disturbing 
multiple-murder cases in recent 

“My Voice Cannot Be 
Silenced”: Prakash Raj
continued

 was being carried out. He 
remarked that those targeting 
him were lowering the stand-
ards of  public discourse.

The controversy intensified 
after cases and complaints 
were filed against the actor 
over his alleged remarks re-
lated to religious themes and 
the Ramayana. A complaint 
was filed before a Tirupati 
court by BJP leader G. Bhanu-
prakash Reddy, alleging that 
Prakash Raj’s comments hurt 
religious sentiments.The is-

sue has also triggered pro-
tests and strong reactions 
from sections of  Jana Sena 
supporters, who have criti-
cised the actor’s statements 
a n d  d e m a n d e d  a c t i o n .
Prakash Raj, known for ex-
pressing strong views on so-
cial and political issues, has 
maintained that criticism and 
disagreement are part of  de-
mocracy. His latest post comes 
amid the continuing debate 
over freedom of  expression, 
political criticism and the 
l i m i t s  o f  p u b l i c  
discourse.

Chennu Peddiraju, Sr. Journalist

Development is not measured by gov-
ernment announcements. It is meas-
ured by the changes people see in their 
everyday lives. The true progress of  a 
region is reflected not in the number of  
projects announced or foundation 
stones laid, but in projects completed, 
investments attracted, jobs created, ir-
rigation provided, and improvements 
in people's quality of  life. That princi-
ple forms the foundation of  this series. 
Rather than focusing on political 
claims or competing narratives, 
Andhra Pradesh Development Audit 
(2014–2026) examines development 
through measurable outcomes. It looks 
beyond promises to implementation, 
beyond rhetoric to evidence, and be-
yond political debate to documented 
facts. This series reviews the state's de-
velopment journey from the formation 
of  the new Andhra Pradesh in 2014 to 
the present.
 A Region Rich in Potential, Yet Long 
Waiting for Growth

Regional imbalance has remained 
one of  the defining challenges of  post-
bifurcation Andhra Pradesh. Few plac-
es illustrate this better than North 
Andhra. Blessed with abundant natural 
resources, nearly 350 kilometres of  
coastline, one of  India's finest natural 
harbours at Visakhapatnam, signifi-
cant mineral wealth, and enormous 
tourism potential, the region possesses 
many of  the ingredients needed for sus-
tained economic growth. Yet for dec-
ades, it has continued to be identified 
as one of  the state's least-developed re-
gions. As a result, every election has 
brought a new wave of  promises, with 
successive governments presenting 
ambitious plans for the region's trans-
formation. The central question, how-
ever, remains unchanged. 
How much of what was promised 
has actually been delivered?

Development has been on the policy 
agenda since the state's bifurcation in 
2014. However, the political landscape 
changed significantly after the 2024 
elections. For the first time since bifur-
cation, the same political coalition as-
sumed office both in New Delhi and in 
Amaravati. The arrangement created 

expectations that closer coordination 
between the Central and State Govern-
ments could accelerate long-pending 
infrastructure and industrial projects 
across North Andhra. Attention once 
again turned to several landmark ini-
tiatives—the Visakhapatnam Steel 
Plant, Bhogapuram International Air-
port, Mulapeta (Bhavanapadu) Port, 
the Visakhapatnam Railway Zone, in-
dustrial corridors, highways, and irri-
gation projects. 

Yet one fundamental question re-
mains unanswered. Has political align-
ment between the Centre and the State 
translated into faster development for 
North Andhra, or do many of  these pro-
jects still remain largely works in pro-
gress? This series seeks to answer that 
question through evidence rather than 
opinion.The Andhra Pradesh Develop-
ment Audit will not evaluate govern-
ments through political speeches or 
campaign promises. Instead, it will ex-
amine official data, budget allocations, 
funding patterns, project implementa-
tion, administrative progress, and 
measurable public outcomes. The ob-
jective is neither to praise nor criticise 
any government. It is to place verified 
evidence before readers, allowing them 
to reach their own conclusions.

 
Two Different Realities

North Andhra presents a striking 
contrast. On one side lies immense op-
portunity: a long coastline, one of  In-
dia's largest natural ports, rich mineral 
reserves, expanding tourism, and geog-
raphy ideally suited for industrial 
growth. On the other side are persistent 
challenges: young people migrating 
elsewhere in search of  employment, 
farmers still waiting for reliable irriga-
tion, and communities that continue to 
hope for projects announced many 
years ago. The gap between these two 
realities tells the story of  North 

Andhra's development.
From Bifurcation to the Capital 
Debate

Following Andhra Pradesh's bifurca-
tion in 2014, the strategic importance of  
Visakhapatnam increased substantial-
ly. With Hyderabad becoming part of  
Telangana, policymakers increasingly 
viewed Visakhapatnam as the state's 
future economic engine. During this pe-
riod, the Central Government an-
nounced several major infrastructure 
projects, while successive State Gov-
ernments promised to position North 
Andhra as a major destination for in-
vestment. However, announcements 
alone do not guarantee results. The 
more important question is whether 
implementation has matched the pace 
of  political commitments. Another sig-
nificant turning point came in 2019, 
when Chief  Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy proposed Visakhapatnam as the 
Executive Capital under the three-cap-
itals model. Although the proposal gen-
erated intense political debate and pro-
l o n g e d  l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e s ,  i t 
fundamentally altered the state's devel-
opment conversation. Visakhapat-
nam—and North Andhra more broad-
ly—became central to discussions on 
governance, regional balance, and eco-
nomic planning. Even so, the capital 
proposal and infrastructure develop-
ment should be evaluated separately. 
Political vision and project execution 
are not always the same.
The Test of Coordination

The return of  a politically aligned 
government at both the Centre and the 
State following the 2024 elections has 
renewed hopes that long-pending pro-
jects will move more quickly. Adminis-
trative coordination can undoubtedly 
improve decision-making. Yet success-
ful development ultimately depends on 
factors far beyond political alignment—
timely funding, land acquisition, regu-
latory clearances, institutional capaci-
ty, and sustained project execution. For 
that reason, it is still too early to con-
clude whether coalition politics has be-
come a decisive advantage for North 
Andhra. Only measurable outcomes 

can answer that question.
The Questions That Matter

How much progress has been made 
on Bhogapuram International Airport? 
What is the current status of  Mulapeta 
Port? How far has the Visakhapatnam 
Railway Zone advanced? How much in-
vestment has actually reached the in-
dustrial corridors? What progress has 
been achieved in irrigation projects? 
How much of  the planned national 
highway expansion has been complet-
ed? The answers to these questions—
not political speeches—will determine 
whether North Andhra's development 
has truly accelerated. Throughout this 
series, we will examine every major 
project using official records and pub-
licly available data. Which projects 
were initiated by the Central Govern-
ment? What role did successive State 
Governments play? How much funding 
was sanctioned? How much has been 
released? How much has actually been 
spent? Most importantly, what tangible 
benefits have reached the people? Those 
are the questions this audit intends to 
answer.
Coming Next

The next instalment will present a 
project-by-project assessment of  North 
A n d h r a ' s  d eve l o p m e n t .  F r o m 
Bhogapuram International Airport to 
Mulapeta (Bhavanapadu) Port, from 
the Visakhapatnam Railway Zone to the 
Visakhapatnam–Chennai Industrial 
Corridor, from the Vamsadhara irriga-
tion projects to the National Highway 
network, each project will be examined 
through verified data, funding pat-
terns, implementation status, and pub-
lic impact. Rather than political claims, 
the next report will present a compre-
hensive audit of  development on the 
 ground.

 Andhra Pradesh Development Audit (2014–2026)

Coalition Politics: Has North Andhra finally 
found Its Development Advantage?

North Andhra Special – Part 1

Naidu Remembers 
Janaki’s Timeless Musical 
Legacy

Photo Caption: Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
pays floral tribute to legend-
ary playback singer S. Jana-
ki at his camp office. Recall-
ing her six-decade-long 
contribution to Indian mu-
sic, he said her melodious 
voice won the hearts of  mil-

lions and her timeless songs 
would remain forever cher-
ished. He conveyed condo-
lences to her family mem-
bers and admirers.
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Khelo India Boost to Transform IGMC Stadium into Elite Sports Hub
Prasanna Durgam

Vijayawada:  In a major 
boost to sports infrastructure 
in Andhra Pradesh, the Union 
Ministry of  Youth Affairs and 
Sports has sanctioned projects 
worth ₹60.76 crore under the 
Khelo India Scheme, paving 
the way for the transformation 
of  the Indira Gandhi Munici-
pal Corporation (IGMC) Stadi-
um in Vijayawada into a world-
class multi-sports facility.

According to the administra-
tive approval, the IGMC Stadi-
um will receive ₹9.50 crore for a 
400-metre, eight-lane interna-
tional-standard synthetic ath-
letics track with 25-metre-high 
floodlights. The Centre has 
also approved ₹6 crore for an 
artificial grass football field, 
₹1.50 crore for a tennis court, 
₹92 lakh for a basketball court 
and ₹1.08 crore for floodlighting 
the 200-metre track, basketball 
and tennis courts.

The redevelopment plan, to 
be executed by the Sports Au-
thority of  Andhra Pradesh 
(SAAP), aims to restore the sta-

dium as a premier sporting 
venue. It will include improved 
training areas, modern dress-
ing rooms, better spectator 
amenities and supporting in-
frastructure, creating a hub 
capable of  hosting major 
competitions.

The stadium also has inter-
national cricket history. 
Though lesser known today, it 
hosted a One Day Internation-
al between India and the West 
Indies on November 24, 2002. 
Earlier, in December 1997, it 

hosted a Women’s ODI between 
England and Pakistan, with 
England winning by 230 runs.

However, after the State’s bi-
furcation in June 2014, its use 
was largely limited to national 
events such as Independence 
Day, Republic Day and cultural 
programmes.

The new track is expected to 
offer athletes a professional 
training environment and en-
able Vijayawada to host major 
athletics events. Experts say 
the project will strengthen the 

State’s sports ecosystem by 
giving young athletes access to 
quality infrastructure.

The Khelo India package 
also includes ₹14 crore for a 
multi-purpose indoor block at 
the NTR Sports Complex in 
Kuppam, ₹14 crore for an in-
door hall at Pathrunivalasa in 
Srikakulam district and ₹13.76 
crore for a multi-purpose in-
door stadium (Arena-2) at V.L. 
P u r a m  i n 
Rajamahendravaram.

The Ministry has asked 
SAAP to accept the projects 
within 15 days and complete 
land clearances, agency ap-
pointments and tendering 
within three months, warning 
that delays could lead to can-
cellation. Funds will be re-
leased after compliance.

It has also given in-principle 
approval for a ₹14-crore multi-
sports complex at Brahmanan-
da Reddy Stadium in Guntur.

With strong Central support, 
the IGMC Stadium is set for a 
major revival, boosting Vi-
jayawada’s status as a key 
sporting destination.

Kollu Ravindra Vows to Protect Donated Lands
Machilipatnam, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister for Mines, Geology 
and Excise Kollu Ravindra has 
asserted that the government 
will not tolerate encroachments 
on lands donated for public wel-
fare, stating that strict action 
will be taken against anyone at-
tempting to  occupy such 
properties.

Speaking at the swearing-in 
ceremony of  the Development 
Committee of  the Thammana 
Pitchayya Charity Choultry in 
Machilipatnam on Sunday, the 
Minister said philanthropists 
had donated hundreds of  acres 
of  land over the years to support 
education, charitable institu-

tions and facilities for the poor. 
Protecting these public assets, he 
s a i d ,  i s  a  c o l l e c t i v e 
responsibility.

Recalling the history of  the 
charity choultry, Ravindra said it 
was established in 1917 by Tham-
mana Pitchayya to assist fami-
lies performing funeral rites and 
was later handed over to the gov-
ernment in 1982 for better ad-

ministration. He stressed that 
lands belonging to temples, edu-
cational institutions and public 
charities must be safeguarded 
for future generations.

The Minister announced a per-
sonal contribution of  ₹5 lakh for 
the development of  the choultry 
and assured that additional 
funds would be sought from the 
Endowments Department to con-
struct a modern facility. He also 
pledged to reclaim all encroached 
charitable lands in the Bandar 
constituency.

Senior party leader Gorrepati 
Gopichand, former Municipal 
Chairman Motamarri Babapras-
ad, committee members and lo-
cal  leaders  at tended the 
programme.

Savitha Assures Junior College 
for MJPAPBCW Residence School
Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

 BC Welfare, EWS Welfare, 
Handlooms and Textiles Minis-
ter S. Savitha has announced 
that the government will make 
efforts to upgrade the Mahatma 
Jyotiba Phule (MJP) BC Residen-
tial School at Vatsavai into a jun-
ior college, reaffirming the Alli-
ance government's commitment 
to strengthening educational op-
portunities for backward class 
students.

The Minister announced after 
inaugurating a new dormitory 
and dining hall constructed at 
the school under the P4 model 
with financial support from NRI 
philanthropist Chirumamilla 
Rambabu and his family. She 
praised the donor's contribution, 
describing it as an inspiration 
for others to support the develop-
ment of  their native villages.

Savitha said the government is 

giving top priority to BC educa-
tion by establishing 10 new resi-
dential schools, upgrading six 
girls' residential schools into jun-
ior colleges and constructing 
permanent buildings for MJP 
institutions with an investment 
of  ₹500 crore. She also announced 
a 10% increase in diet charges 
for students and highlighted 
measures such as the installa-
tion of  RO plants, CCTV camer-
as, inverters and mosquito pro-
tection in residential schools.

The Minister assured that if  
additional land is made availa-
ble, the government would pro-
vide a permanent building for 
the Vatsavai institution. She also 
distributed sports tracksuits to 
students and joined them for 
lunch. Local MLA Sriram Raja-
gopal (Tatayya), KDCC Bank 
Chairman Nettam Raghuram, 
school staff, parents and Alli-
ance leaders attended the 
programme.

Buddha Prasad Mourns Singer Janaki's Demise
Avanigadda, July 13 | TPN 
Bureau

Avanigadda MLA Mandali 
Buddha Prasad expressed pro-
found grief  over the demise of  
legendary playback singer S. 
Janaki, describing her passing as 
an irreparable loss to Indian cin-
ema and the music fraternity.

In a statement issued on Sun-
day, the MLA conveyed his heart-
felt condolences to Janaki's fam-
ily members and prayed for 
strength to help them bear the 
loss. He said the iconic singer 

had captivated millions of  music 
lovers across Telugu, Tamil, Ma-
layalam and Kannada film indus-
tries with her melodious voice 
and unforgettable songs span-
ning several decades.

Buddha Prasad noted that S. 

Janaki's remarkable contribu-
tion to Indian music earned her 
a permanent place in the hearts 
of  audiences, and her songs 
would continue to inspire genera-
tions of  music enthusiasts. 

Recalling his personal associa-
tion with the veteran singer, the 
MLA said he cherished the op-
portunity to interact with her 
and remembered her as a humble 
and graceful personality. He add-
ed that her legacy would remain 
immortal through the timeless 
songs she gifted to Indian 
cinema.

Lakshmisha Urges Voters 
to Meet SIR Deadline

Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

NTR District Collector Dr. G. 
Lakshmisha has appealed to all 
eligible voters who have not yet 
submitted their enumeration 
forms under the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of  the electoral 
rolls to do so immediately, with 
only two days remaining before 
the July 14 deadline.

The Collector urged voters to 
hand over their forms to the re-
spective Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) or make use of  the special 
camps and help desks functioning 
at polling stations. He said offi-
cials are available at the field lev-
el to assist citizens and advised 
the public to encourage family 
members, relatives and neigh-
bours to complete the process be-
fore the deadline to ensure an ac-
curate and error-free electoral 
roll.Reviewing the SIR progress 
through a teleconference with 
EROs, AEROs and special offic-
ers, Dr. Lakshmisha directed of-
ficials to intensify field-level coor-
dination and complete the 
digitisation of  pending enumera-
tion forms on a war footing. He 
also instructed officials to hold 
meetings with BLOs and Booth 

Level Agents (BLAs) to clarify 
doubts and ensure smooth imple-
mentation of  the revision 
process.

According to officials, digitisa-
tion of  15,41,222 enumeration 
forms, accounting for 89.95 per 
cent, has already been completed 
across the district. Tiruvuru has 
achieved 93.65 per cent digitisa-
tion, while Nandigama and Jag-
gayyapeta have crossed 91 per 
cent.Meanwhile, the Collector an-
nounced that the Public Griev-
ance Redressal System (PGRS) – 
"Meekosam" programme will be 
held on July 13 at the Collector-
ate, divisional, municipal and 
mandal headquarters. He invited 
citizens to submit petitions for 
grievance redressal and also in-
formed that applications can be 
filed through the Meekosam por-
tal or by contacting the 1100 
helpline.

Collector Balaji Urges Public to Use 'Meekosam'
Machilipatnam, July 12 | 
TPN Bureau

Krishna District Collector 
D.K. Balaji has announced that 
the "Meekosam" Public Griev-
ance Redressal Forum will be 
conducted on Monday, July 13, 
at the Collectorate Conference 
Hall from 10.30 a.m. to receive 
petitions from the public and 
address their grievances.

The Collector said the State 
Government has decentralized 
the grievance redressal mecha-
nism to ensure that public ser-
vices are accessible at the 
grassroots level. As part of  this 
initiative, the "Meekosam" pro-
gramme will be held not only 
at the district headquarters 
but also at all divisional offic-

es, mandal headquarters and 
municipal offices across the 
district.

Balaji advised citizens to 
submit their grievances at the 
nearest mandal or municipal 
office for quicker resolution. 
He said the initiative aims to 
bring the administration clos-
er to the people and provide a 
transparent and efficient plat-
form for resolving public 

issues.
The Collector also informed 

that people can register their 
complaints through the 1100 
Meekosam Call Centre and 
track the status of  their peti-
tions. Citizens can also submit 
applications online through 
the Meekosam portal.

He added that Revenue Clin-
ics functioning at the Regional 
Transport Office (RTO) will 
continue to operate as usual to 
assist the public with revenue-
related issues.

Collector Balaji appealed to 
residents to make effective use 
of  the grievance redressal sys-
tem and avail themselves of  
the government services being 
provided through the "Meeko-
sam" programme.

Sujana Foundation's Free 
Medical Camp Benefits Poor
Vijayawada, July 13 | TPN 
Bureau

The free medical camp or-
ganized by the Sujana Founda-
tion under the leadership of  
Vijayawada West MLA Sujana 
Chowdary witnessed an en-
couraging response on Sunday, 
with dozens of  people availing 
themselves of  free healthcare 
services.

Held for the second consecu-
tive day at the Kautha Sub-
barao Municipal High School 
premises in Poornanandampe-
ta, the camp is part of  the 
Foundation's initiative to pro-
vide quality healthcare to the 
poor and middle-class families 
through weekend mobile medi-
c a l  c a m p s  a c r o s s  t h e 
constituency.

A team of  specialist doctors 
examined 86 beneficiaries dur-
ing the day-long camp and pro-
vided free medicines. The 
camp offered a range of  medi-
cal services, including cardiol-
ogy, general medicine, dental 
and eye care, along with diag-

nostic tests such as blood pres-
sure, blood sugar, ECG, 2D 
Echo, X-rays and various blood 
tests.

The organisers said the ob-
jective of  the programme is to 
make corporate-level health-
care accessible to economical-
ly weaker sections without any 
financial burden.

Doctors from Sankara Eye 
Hospital and PVR Hospitals 
participated in the camp by of-
fering medical consultations 
and treatment. BJP State Sec-
retary Boddu Nagalakshmi, 
35th Division Jana Sena Party 
President Pradeep Kumar Raj, 
Mary Sarojini, Rudrapati Ven-
katesh, former corporator Pai-
di Mala Subhashini, Sujana 
Foundation staff  and Sujana 
Mitra coordinators also ex-
tended their support to ensure 
the smooth conduct of  the 
programme. 

The organisers said the free 
medical camps will continue 
every Saturday and Sunday as 
part of  the Foundation's public 
health initiative.

Heavy Rush Marks 
Sunday at Indrakeeladri
Vijayawada, July 13 | TPN 
Bureau

Thousands of  devotees 
thronged the Sri  Durg a 
Malleswara Swamy Devasthan-
am atop Indrakeeladri on Sun-
day to offer prayers to Goddess 
Kanaka Durga, prompting tem-
ple authorities to make exten-
sive arrangements for smooth 
darshan and devotee welfare.

With the rush increasing 
sharply from 9 a.m., officials, 
under the supervision of  Dep-
uty Executive Officer Kishore 
Kumar, streamlined queue 
management. To facilitate 
quicker darshan for general 
devotees, Antaralaya Darshan 
and all VIP darshan were tem-
porarily suspended between 
10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Temple Ex-
ecutive Officer V.K. Sheena 
Naik continuously monitored 
the arrangements and issued 
directions to staff  through the 
wireless  communication 
system.

A newly introduced mobile 
drinking water distribution 
system received an enthusias-
tic response from devotees, 

who were provided chilled wa-
ter while waiting in queues. 
Free prasadam and annadan-
am were also served through-
out the day. Members of  the 
temple trust board personally 
visited queue lines to review 
facilities and interact with 
devotees.

The temple also conducted 
the Suryopasana Seva with Ve-
dic rituals, including Aruna 
Parayana, Mahasoura Paraya-
na and special prayers to Lord 
Surya for the welfare of  devo-
tees and world peace. Teertha 
Prasadam was distributed after 
the rituals.

In the evening, the Dharma-
patham cultural programme 
added a spiritual touch to the 
festivities as artistes led by 
Smt. Satyavani presented cap-
tivating Kuchipudi and Bhara-
tanatyam performances based 
on devotional themes. Temple 
officials felicitated the per-
formers with Shesha Vastram 
and Prasadam, while devotees 
appreciated both the cultural 
programme and the efficient 
arrangements made by the 
Devasthanam.

Avanigadda Job Mela on July 15
Avanigadda, July 13 | TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh State Skill 
Development Corporation will or-
ganise a Job Mela at the Government 
Degree College, Avanigadda, on July 
15 to provide employment opportuni-
ties for unemployed youth, District 

Collector D.K. Balaji announced.
More than 690 vacancies will be of-

fered by leading companies, includ-
ing UNO Minda, Tata Electronics, 
Bandhan Bank, AU Small Finance 
Bank, Muthoot Finance, Apollo 
Pharmacy, Varun Motors and Paytm 
Services. Candidates aged 18 to 35 

years with qualifications ranging 
from SSC, Intermediate, ITI and Di-
ploma to Degree and Pharmacy are 
eligible.

Applicants must register on the 
APSDC portal before attending the 
job fair with their resume and re-
quired documents.

P.B. Siddhartha, Fixity Ink MoU 
to Boost Student Employability
Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

P.B. Siddhartha College of  Arts 
and Science signed a Memoran-
dum of  Understanding (MoU) 
with Hyderabad-based skilling 
company Fixity EDX Private Lim-
ited on Saturday to enhance stu-
dents' employability through in-
dustry-oriented training and skill 
development.

College Principal Dr. Meka 
Ramesh said the agreement aims 
to equip students with industry-
relevant skills and improve their 
employment prospects in line 

with current market demands. 
The MoU was signed by Dr. 
Ramesh, Head of  the Business 
Analytics Department Dr. B. 
Jayaprakash, and Rahul Varma, 
Chief  Operating Officer of  Fixity 
EDX Private Limited.

Speaking on the occasion, Col-

lege Director Vemuri Baburao 
said the partnership would pro-
vide students with access to in-
dustry-based training, internship 
opportunities and placement sup-
port. He noted that the collabora-
tion would help students acquire 
modern skills required by em-
ployers across various sectors.

Campus Coordinator Waheeda 
Rehman coordinated the pro-
gramme. College officials ex-
pressed confidence that the col-
laboration would strengthen 
industry-academia ties and better 
prepare students for successful 
careers.

Tribal Groups Seek ST Commission 
Intervention on Land Rights

Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Adivasi 
Girijana Sangham (APAGS) and 
the Kulavivaksha Porata Samithi 
(KVPS) on Sunday submitted a 
representation to State ST Com-
mission Chairman Cholla Bo-
jjireddy, seeking a comprehensive 
inquiry into alleged irregularities 
in tribal land records related to 
land acquisition for the Ramayapa-
tnam Port project in Prakasam 
district.

The organisations urged the 
Commission to ensure restoration 
of  tribal land rights and provide 
compensation to eligible benefi-
ciaries. They alleged that assigned 
tribal lands were transferred 
through irregular changes in on-
line land records, resulting in com-

pensation being paid to others.
The representation highlighted 

a specific case involving land in 
Chevuru village, where the origi-
nal tribal beneficiaries claimed 
they were deprived of  both their 
land and compensation. The or-
ganisations also sought a judicial 
inquiry into the alleged role of  rev-

enue officials and requested action 
against those found responsible.

APAGS State Assistant Secre-
tary A. Ashok and KVPS State Sec-
retary Andra Malyadri expressed 
confidence that the ST Commis-
sion would ensure justice and pro-
t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t r i b a l 
communities.
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Seven Buses Gutted in Major 
Fire at Vijayawada Auto Nagar
Vijayawada, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

A massive fire broke out at a 
mechanic shed in Auto Nagar 
area of  Vijayawada on Sunday 
afternoon, destroying seven 
buses and triggering panic 
among nearby residents. Ac-
cording to preliminary reports, 
the fire started accidentally dur-
ing welding work being carried 
out on one of  the parked buses.

The flames quickly spread to 
adjacent vehicles in the shed, 
where multiple buses had been 
stationed for repair works. Staff  
at the premises immediately 
alerted the fire department as 
thick plumes of  smoke engulfed 
the area, causing concern 
among locals.

Firefighters rushed to the 
spot with three fire tenders and 

battled the blaze for over an 
hour before bringing it under 
control. Officials from the fire 
services department said timely 
intervention helped prevent the 
fire from spreading to nearby 
workshops and industrial units.

Authorities confirmed that no 
casualties or injuries were re-
ported in the incident, as work-
ers managed to move to safety. 

However, property damage is 
estimated to be significant, with 
seven buses completely gutted.

Fire officials suspect that 
sparks from welding triggered 
the blaze, though an investiga-
tion has been initiated to ascer-
tain the exact cause. Police have 
also registered a case and are 
examining safety compliance at 
the workshop.

Home Minister Expresses Grief 
Over AR Constable's Death

Amaravati, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Home Minister Vangalapudi 
Anitha expressed deep grief  over 
the death of  AR Constable Mari-
yadas in a road accident on the 
Ongole Bypass Road in Prakasam 
district on Sunday.

In a statement, the minister 
said the loss of  a police personnel 
who had dedicated himself  to 
safeguarding the public was an 
irreparable loss to the police de-
partment. She conveyed her 
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family and assured them 
that the state government would 
extend all necessary support and 
assistance.

Vangalapudi Anitha directed 
officials to ensure that those in-
jured in the accident receive the 

best possible medical treatment 
without delay. She also instructed 
authorities to conduct a compre-
hensive inquiry into the cause of  
the accident and take appropriate 
action based on the findings.

Praying for eternal peace to 
the departed soul of  Mariyadas, 
the minister wished the injured a 
speedy and complete recovery.

CITU Opposes Move to Hand Over 
Mangalam Depot to Private Firm
Tirupati, July 12 | TPN Bureau

CITU State Vice President 
Kandarapu Murali has strongly 
opposed the proposed handover 
of  the APSRTC Mangalam Depot 
in Tirupati to Pune-based Pinna-
cle Mobility Solutions, alleging 
that the move would jeopardise 
the livelihoods of  over 500 em-
ployees and amount to the priva-
tisation of  public assets.

In a statement on Sunday, Mu-
rali alleged that the coalition 
government was gradually pri-
vatising APSRTC by transfer-
ring its valuable assets to pri-
vate firms. He claimed the 
10-acre Mangalam Depot, valued 
at hundreds of  crores, had been 
downsized from 95 buses to 24, 
with buses and employees shift-
ed to other depots.

Murali also alleged that the 
government planned to privatise 
more depots in phases under 
electric bus operations, despite 
publicly denying any privatisa-
tion. He questioned the agree-

ment with Pinnacle Mobility So-
lutions, saying the state should 
instead procure electric buses 
using the Centre's subsidy.

He further criticised the fell-
ing of  mature trees and demoli-
tion of  depot infrastructure to 
facilitate charging stations, call-
ing it environmentally damag-
ing. Murali warned that CITU 
would launch large-scale pro-
tests if  the government proceed-
ed with handing over the Man-
galam Depot to the private 
company. Badeti Chanti Pays Tribute to Former MLA Badeti Bujji

Eluru, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Badeti Chanti paid rich trib-
utes to former MLA Badeti Kota-
rama Rao, popularly known as 
Badeti Bujji, on his 62nd birth 
anniversary at the MLA camp of-
fice in Powerpet, Eluru, on 
Sunday.

Badeti Chanti, along with 
Badeti Venkataramaiah and par-
ty leaders, garlanded the statues 
of  Badeti Bujji and NTR and re-

called the late leader's contribu-
tion to public service.

Addressing the gathering, 
Badeti Chanti said public ser-
vice was a cherished legacy of  
the Badeti family and affirmed 
that he would continue to follow 
the ideals and path of  his broth-
er, Badeti Bujji, by standing with 
the people. Referring to Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu's directions, he urged par-
ty cadres to begin preparations 

for the upcoming local body elec-
tions and work collectively to se-
cure the coalition's victory in all 
62 divisions of  Eluru city.

District TDP Media Coordina-
tor Challa Venkata Satyavara-
prasada Rao, Co-option Member 
SMMR Pedababu, Eluru City 
TDP President Chode Venkata-
ratnam, public representatives, 
party leaders, workers and sup-
p o r t e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
programme.

Chintamaneni Credits Pattiseema 
for Saving Krishna Delta

Eluru, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Denduluru MLA Chinta-
maneni Prabhakar on Sunday 
credited CM N. Chandrababu 
Naidu's foresight in executing 
the Pattiseema Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, stating that it had be-
come the lifeline of  the Krishna 
Delta during the prevailing 
drought conditions.

Marking the release of  Goda-
vari waters to the Krishna Delta 
through the Pattiseema project, 
the MLA, along with coalition 
leaders, offered special prayers 
and Jala Harathi to River Goda-
vari at the Polavaram Right 
Main Canal Aqueduct near Jan-
ampeta in Pedavegi mandal, 
seeking prosperity for farmers.

Addressing the gathering, 
Prabhakar said that without the 
Pattiseema project, villages in 
the delta region would have faced 
severe drinking water shortages 
and migration due to the impact 
of  El Niño. He said Chief  Minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan Kalyan 
and Water Resources Minister 
Nimmala Ramanaidu were con-
tinuously monitoring the situa-
tion to ensure irrigation water 

for farmers.
The MLA announced that the 

Pedavegi Lift Irrigation Project 
would be completed during his 
present term with the support of  
the Chief  Minister, providing a 
permanent solution to water 
scarcity in the region. He also 
criticised the previous YSRCP 
government, alleging that it 
made false promises on irriga-
tion projects without undertak-
ing any meaningful develop-
ment. Denduluru Agricultural 
Market Committee Chairperson 
Garapati Rama Sita, BJP District 
President Choutapalli Vikram 
Kishore, TDP District Vice Presi-
dent Boppana Sudha, Water Re-
sources Department officials, 
coalition leaders, farmers and 
party workers attended the 
programme.

110 Benefit from 
Free Medical Camp
Chirala, July 12 | TPN Bureau

A total of  110 people benefited 
from a free medical camp organ-
ised by Amar Hospitals at the 
Old Panchayat Office premises 
in Valetivaripalem on Sunday. 
The initiative aimed to provide 
accessible healthcare services 
and promote early detection of  
common health issues among 
local residents.

As part of  the camp, doctors 
conducted blood pressure (BP), 
electrocardiogram (ECG) and 
bone density tests. Patients 
were also examined by special-
ists in general medicine, ortho-
paedics, general surgery and 
joint-related disorders. The 
medical team provided consul-
tations, health assessments and 
guidance on further treatment 
wherever required.

The camp was attended by Dr. 
Amarnath, Dr. Divya and Dr. 
Ramesh, who examined pa-

tients and offered expert medi-
cal advice. Nursing and para-
medical staf f  assisted in 
conducting the examinations 
and ensuring the smooth man-
agement of  the programme.

Amar Hospitals representa-
tive Raghu Vamsi said the hos-
pital regularly conducts such 
outreach programmes to im-
prove public health awareness 
and ensure quality medical care 
reaches people in rural areas. 
He added that the response from 
residents was encouraging, re-
flecting the growing need for 
preventive healthcare services.

Shakti Team Reunites Missing 
Boy, Returns Lost Phone

Chirala Rural, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

The Chirala Sub-Division Shakti 
Team rescued a six-year-old boy 
who went missing at Ramapuram 
Beach in Vetapalem mandal and 
safely reunited him with his par-
ents, besides helping recover a 
tourist's lost mobile phone.

Acting on the instructions of  Ba-
patla District SP Umamaheshwar 
and under the supervision of  Chi-
rala DSP Moin, Shakti Team per-
sonnel were deployed at the beach 
resort area. Manoj and Soujanya 
from Hyderabad, who had visited 

the beach with their son Gausik, 
sought help after the child went 
missing in the crowd. Constable K. 

Subbarao and Lady Constable CH. 
Sunitha immediately launched a 
search and safely traced the boy be-
fore handing him over to his re-
lieved parents. They also advised 
visitors to closely monitor children 
while at the beach.

In another incident, Hyderabad-
based tourist Babu misplaced his 
mobile phone after travelling to the 
beach by auto-rickshaw. Auto driv-
er Koteswara Rao found the phone 
in his vehicle and handed it over to 
the Shakti Team. Police traced the 
owner and returned the phone 
through the driver, appreciating 
his honesty. Free Eye Camp Held 

to Prevent Blindness
Chirala, July 12 | TPN Bureau

A free eye screening camp 
aimed at preventing blindness 
was organised at Vijayanagara 
Colony in Chirala mandal on 
Sunday, drawing a large num-
ber of  residents from the colo-
ny and nearby areas.

The camp was conducted in 
memory of  the late Duddu Ma-
kayya and Muthyalamma un-
der the joint auspices of  Gun-
tur Shankara Eye Hospital and 
the District Blindness Preven-
tion Society. The programme 
was organised by Usurupati 
Musalayya.

ITC General Manager S.S. 
Shyam Sundar and ITC Senior 
Manager V. Sridhar attended as 
chief  guests. Ophthalmologists 
Dr. Shraddha Lazar and Dr. 
Hema Sai from Shankara Eye 
Hospital, along with village el-
der Tella Lakshmi Prasad, par-

ticipated in the programme.
People from Vijayanagara 

Colony, Aikya Nagar, Ramana-
gar, Adinarayanapuram and 
Perala underwent free eye ex-
aminations. Doctors identified 
patients requiring cataract and 
other eye surgeries and said 
they would be taken to Shanka-
ra Eye Hospital in Guntur for 
free treatment and surgery. Vil-
lage elders and volunteers, in-
cluding Duddu Vandanam, Lo-
kayya, Mark, Tella Moshe, 
Ongole Yesu and Inaganti 
Suresh, also participated in the 
camp.

115 Police Personnel 
Conduct Massive Search
Bapatla, July 12 | TPN Bureau

As part of  Operation Vajra Pra-
har, Bapatla district police, in co-
ordination with the Eagle unit, 
conducted a large-scale cordon 
and search operation at Jaganan-
na Colony in Repalle town on 
Sunday to curb crime, prevent 
drug-related activities and 
strengthen public safety.

The operation was carried out 
under the directions of  DGP Har-
ish Kumar Gupta, Eagle IGP A.K. 
Ravi Krishna, Eagle Operations 
SP M. Maheshwar Raju, Bapatla 
District SP B. Umamaheshwar 
and Eagle Admin SP G. Swa-
rooparani. Repalle SDPO Shaik 
Abdul Aziz supervised the 
exercise.

A total of  115 police personnel, 
including one DSP, four Circle In-
spectors, 10 Sub-Inspectors and 
Eagle staff, participated in the op-
eration. Police conducted house-

to-house verification, checked 
sensitive locations and monitored 
the movement of  suspected of-
fenders and history-sheeters 
while keeping a close watch on 
narcotics-related activities.Dur-
ing vehicle inspections, two au-
torickshaws and 68 two-wheelers 
without valid documents were 
seized, and legal action was initi-
ated under the Motor Vehicles 
Act. Police said similar opera-
tions would continue to curb 
crime, eliminate drug abuse and 
reinforce public confidence. Par-
ticipants also took the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan pledge.

Temple Panel Rallies to Protect Lands
Chirala, July 12 | TPN Bureau

The governing body of  the 
Sri Bhadravathi Sametha Bha-
vanarushi Temple in Santa-
bazar, Chirala, on Sunday or-
ganised a padayatra demanding 
protection of  the temple's lands 
and an immediate end to their 
alleged illegal sale.

The protest march com-
menced from the temple prem-
ises in Santabazar and conclud-
ed at Rosayya Colony, with 
temple committee members, 
devotees and local residents 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  l a r g e 
numbers.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
temple governing body alleged 
that valuable lands donated by 
devotees and philanthropists to 
the historic temple were being 
transferred through illegal 
means. The committee urged 

authorities to prevent any un-
lawful transactions and take 
steps to safeguard the temple's 
assets.

The governing body presi-
dent and secretary said protect-
ing temple properties was a col-
lective responsibility and 
warned that any attempts to 
encroach upon or illegally dis-
pose of  the lands would be firm-
ly resisted. They asserted that 
the committee was prepared to 
intensify its agitation until all 
temple lands were secured and 
protected for the benefit of  the 
i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e 
generations.

Tight Security Arrangements 
for CM’s Polavaram Visit

Eluru, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Eluru district police have made 
elaborate security arrangements 
for Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s visit to the Polavaram 
project on Monday. Eluru Range 
IG G.V.G. Ashok Kumar, IPS, con-
ducted a detailed briefing for po-
lice officers and personnel in-
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y 
arrangements.

The IG explained the bandobast 
plan through maps and directed 
officers to efficiently handle their 
assigned responsibilities. Special 
focus was given to route security, 
rooftop surveillance, traffic regu-

lation, parking arrangements and 
deployment of  movable barri-
cades at key junctions.

He instructed officials to ensure 
smooth traffic movement without 
inconvenience to the public and 
keep contingency plans ready con-
sidering the VVIP convoy move-
ment. Anti-sabotage checks 
through bomb disposal and dog 

squads, culvert inspections, road 
opening parties and combing op-
erations were also reviewed.

Police personnel were directed 
to remain alert, carry identity 
cards, follow duty timings and 
maintain continuous communica-
tion. After the briefing, officials 
conducted a convoy trial run at all 
locations to review security 
preparedness.

Eluru Additional SP (Admin) Y. 
Prasad Rao, Eluru DSP Sravan Ku-
mar, Nuzvid DSP Prasad, SB In-
spector Malleswara Rao, Polavar-
am Inspector, SI Apparao and 
o t h e r  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s 
participated.

Srinath Gupta Honoured with Padma Chakra Vibhushan Award
Adoni, July 12 | TPN Bureau

Adoni Town AOPA President 
Pankadar Srinath Gupta was hon-
oured with the Padma Chakra Vib-
hushan award for his social ser-
vice contributions. The award was 
presented during the 10th anniver-
sary celebrations of  the Manam 
Foundation, recognised by the 
NITI Aayog department, held at 
Thyagaraya Gana Sabha in 

Hyderabad.
Former Governor Dattatreya 

and Manam Foundation Chair-
man Chakravarthy presented the 
award to Srinath Gupta, acknowl-
edging his dedicated services in 
the social sector. The foundation 
felicitated several individuals who 
have made notable contributions 
in various fields during the event.

Meanwhile, Adoni Peddathum-
balam SI Vindhyasri advised girl 

students to pursue education with 
dedication and excel in all areas. 
Addressing an awareness seminar 
organised by the Adoni Civic Soci-
ety at the Government Girls Hos-
tel, she stressed the importance of  
parents providing quality educa-
tion to their daughters and 
warned that child marriages 
could adversely affect their future. 
She also explained various legal 
provisions to the students.

Youth Dies After Being 
Swept Away in Sileru River
Paderu, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

A tragic incident occurred 
in Alluri Sitharama Raju dis-
trict’s Paderu area where a 
young man died after being 
swept away in the Sileru Riv-
er. The incident took place 
when a group of  seven youths 
visited the river region to en-
joy the scenic beauty.

According to reports, one 
of  the youths accidentally 
slipped into the river and was 
carried away by the strong 
water currents. Despite res-
cue efforts, he could not be 
saved and died in the inci-
dent. The remaining six 
youths were rescued safely by 
local residents, GENCO staff  
and police personnel who im-
mediately responded to the 
situation.

The identity and other de-

tails of  the deceased youth 
were yet to be confirmed. Au-
thorities advised tourists vis-
iting rivers and water bodies 
to exercise caution, especial-
ly during the monsoon sea-
son, to prevent such acci-
dents. Rescue operations and 
f u r t h e r  i n q u i r i e s  a r e 
underway.

Balakrishna Inaugurates 
NTR Indoor Stadium  

Hindupuram, July 12 | TPN 
Bureau

Hindupuram received a ma-
jor boost to its sports infra-
structure with the inaugura-
tion of  the NTR Indoor Stadium 
by MLA Nandamuri Balakrish-
na on Sunday. The state-of-the-
art facility, constructed at a cost 
of  Rs. 2.65 crore, is equipped 
with modern sports amenities 
to encourage athletes and 
youth.

Andhra Pradesh State Sports 
Authority (SSA) Chairman 
Ravinaidu said the stadium 
was made possible due to the 
special initiative and continu-
ous efforts of  MLA Balakrish-
na. He expressed confidence 
that the facility would provide 
rural youth with opportunities 
to receive international-stand-
ard training and help produce 
athletes capable of  winning 

medals at state, national and in-
ternational levels.MP BK Par-
thasarathy, District Collector 
Shyam Prasad, SSA Chairman 
Ravinaidu, public representa-
tives, officials, athletes, stu-
dents and youth participated in 
the inauguration programme. 
Following the launch, MLA Bal-
akrishna inspected various sec-
tions of  the stadium and inau-
gurated sports activities by 
playing badminton and table 
tennis with students.
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 OPINION

Noble laureate, literary gi-
ant and the nation's pride, Ra-
bindranath Tagore is popular-
ly known as ‘Gurudev’ and the 
‘Universal Poet’. He was a mon-
umental and magnanimous 
Bengali poet, writer, composer, 
and philosopher who redrafted 
modern Indian literature and 
music.

He was the first non-Europe-
an and first Asian to win the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1913 for his celebrated poetry 
collection Gitanjali. The work 
has been translated into many 
Indian and world languages 
and remains a great contribu-
tion to world literature. The 
main theme of  Gitanjali is the 
great message that indicates 
the greatness of  labour by 
looking at the entire creation 
with love and portraying the 
despair that depresses human-
ity. His poetry was enriched 
with metaphors, alliterations, 
and symbols. It had an in-depth 
and vast canvas carrying pro-
found thematic messages.

 He was the novel literary 
thinker and the unique com-
poser behind the national an-
thems of  two countries — In-
dia’s Jana Gana Mana and 
Bangladesh’s Amar Shonar 
Bangla.

His achievements include 
founding the experimental 
open-air institution Shantini-
ketan to promote holistic 
learning close to nature, which 
later became Visva-Bharati 
University. In 1919, he formally 
renounced his British knight-
hood as a direct protest against 
the Jallianwala Bagh Massa-
cre, a daring step in the liter-

ary world.
Prominent Works of  Ra-

bindranath Tagore
Tagore’s prominent works 

include Gitanjali (Song Offer-
ings), his globally acclaimed 
collection of  devotional and 
spiritual poetry; Gora, a highly 
influential novel dealing with 
political identity, caste, and re-
ligion during colonial rule; 
Ghare-Baire (The Home and 
the World), a novel capturing 
the complexities of  early Indi-
an nationalism; and Rabindra 
Sangeet, a vast body of  over 
2,000 songs that remain central 
to Bengali culture.

Childhood and Early Life
His childhood was spent in a 

fascinating manner. He used to 
sit before a castor-oil lamp 
with a book, reading while 
yawning and dozing off. Upon 
waking, he would go into the 
garden to admire and enjoy the 
beauty of  nature. He was pas-
sionately fond of  stories. He 
grew up leading a simple life, 
dressed in plain clothes.

While his childhood was 
spent within the confines of  
the home, the outside world 
seemed wondrous to him. He 
was driven by a curiosity to un-
ravel the mysteries of  the 
world.

Disliking formal schooling, 
Rabindranath studied at home 
with discipline. He read illus-
trated English novels on his 
own and studied the works of  
Kalidasa and Shakespeare. He 
mastered the language thor-
oughly and cultivated a deep 
affection for his mother tongue.

After enrolling in a public 
school  in  England,  Ra-
bindranath developed a pas-

sion for English literature by 
attending Professor Morley’s 
lectures. He deeply absorbed 
English culture and traditions 
by listening to speeches by lit-
erary figures, conversing with 
them, and attending plays and 
musical concerts.

He used to write letters to the 
Bharati magazine recounting 
his experiences. It was during 
his stay in England that Ra-
bindranath composed the 
poem Bhagna Hridayam (The 
Broken Heart). However, de-
spite  spending eighteen 
months in England, he re-
turned to his homeland with-
out obtaining any degree.

The great work in world lit-
erature, Gitanjali, rendered 
the main theme of  a profound 
message that indicates the 
greatness of  labour by looking 
at the entire creation with love 
and portraying the despair that 
depresses humanity.

His achievements include 
founding Shantiniketan, an ex-
perimental open-air institu-
tion promoting learning close 
to nature, which later became 
Visva-Bharati University. His 
renunciation of  knighthood in 
1919 as a protest against the 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre re-
mained a remarkable step in 
the literary world.

Rabindranath Tagore’s 
prominent works include Gi-
tanjali (Song Offerings), his 
globally acclaimed collection 
of  devotional and spiritual po-
etry; Gora, a novel dealing with 
political identity, caste, and re-
ligion during colonial rule; 
Ghare-Baire (The Home and 
the World), capturing the com-
plexities of  early Indian na-
tionalism; and Rabindra Sang-
eet, a collection of  more than 
2,000 songs that remain the 
centre point of  Bengali 
culture.

Tagore’s childhood reflected 
simplicity, curiosity and imagi-
nation. He used to read under 

a castor-oil lamp, explore the 
beauty of  nature and nurture 
his love for stories. His disci-
plined home education helped 
him develop a deep under-

standing of  literature and 
languages.

After enrolling in England, 
he continued to explore Eng-
lish literature and culture but 

returned to India without com-
pleting a degree.

Noble laureate and literary 
giant Rabindranath Tagore un-
doubtedly remained a symbol 

of  national pride.
R a b i n d r a n a t h  Ta g o r e 

breathed his last on August 7, 
1941, at the age of  80, in 
Calcutta.

Every language has poets. A 
few languages produce visionar-
ies. But only rarely does a poet 
emerge who belongs not merely 
to a language, but to the con-
science of  an age. K. Satchidan-
andan is one such presence in 
contemporary Indian literature, 
a poet whose words travel farther 
than geography, whose imagina-
tion crosses borders more easily 
than birds, and whose poems con-
tinue to illuminate the fragile 
space between freedom and fear.

At the heart of  K. Satchidanan-
dan’s poetry flows an unwavering 
commitment to human freedom. 
His poems challenge and resist 
every form of  oppression politi-
cal, social, religious, linguistic, 
and cultural. Yet this resistance 
never hardens into rhetoric or 
slogans; it is transformed into po-
etry, touching the reader with its 
quiet moral force and profound 
humanism.

 
One of  the most distinctive 

qualities of  his creative work is 
its remarkable universality. 
Though rooted in the soil of  Ker-
ala, his poetic vision expands 
into a shared human experience. 
In the suffering of  an individual, 
he perceives the anguish of  hu-
manity itself; in the flight of  a 
bird, he glimpses the timeless 
dream of  freedom.

 
Nature occupies a central place 

in Satchidanandan’s imaginative 
world. Trees, rivers, birds, rain, 
seeds, and seasons are not mere 
decorative elements in his po-
ems. They are living presences, 
vibrant with consciousness and 
meaning. They converse with hu-
man beings and participate in 
their destinies. In his poetry, na-
ture is not simply a backdrop but 
a mirror to the human spirit in a 
vital force that reminds us of  our 

forgotten kinship with the earth.
If  Malayalam poetry were a 

vast river, Satchidanandan ar-
rives like a migratory current 
flowing into that river from dis-
tant oceans, carrying with it the 
salt of  history, the dust of  exile, 
the pollen of  many languages, 
and the restless dreams of  
humanity.

Reading Satchidanandan is not 
unlike standing on a seashore at 
dusk. One hears many voices at 
once the murmur of  waves, the 
cry of  birds, and the silence be-
tween two winds. His poems 
seem to emerge from that thresh-
old where the personal becomes 
political and the political returns 
to the intimacy of  human 
suffering.

Rabindranath Tagore sought 
the infinite in the flowering of  
the human spirit. Pablo Neruda 
discovered history in a grain of  
salt and revolution in a loaf  of  
bread. Octavio Paz wandered 
through the labyrinths of  lan-
guage and solitude in search of  
the hidden self. Satchidanandan 
converses with all three tradi-
tions, yet remains unmistakably 
his own.

Like Tagore, he believes poetry 
must enlarge the boundaries of  
human sympathy. Yet where 
Tagore's gaze often rose toward 
the sky, Satchidanandan fre-
quently bends toward the earth 
to refugees crossing deserts, la-
bourers carrying invisible bur-
dens, forests threatened by greed, 
and children trapped beneath the 
shadows of  war.

Like Neruda, he understands 
that poetry cannot remain indif-
ferent to injustice. But unlike 
Neruda's volcanic rhetoric, 
Satchidanandan often chooses 
the quiet force of  a whisper. His 
resistance is less a clenched fist 
than an open wound. He per-

suades not by shouting, but by 
making silence speak.

And he treats language as a ter-
ritory of  discovery. Satchidanan-
dan walks outward into the 
crowded streets of  history. His 
poems become meeting places 
where memory, politics, ecology, 
myth, and longing gather around 
the same fire.

The uniqueness of  Satchidan-
andan lies in his ability to trans-
form poetry into a form of  ethical 
attention. He writes as though 
every living thing deserves to be 
heard. In his work, birds are not 
ornaments of  nature, they are 
citizens of  freedom. Trees are not 
landscape; they are repositories 
of  memory. Rivers are not scen-
ery, they are biographies flowing 
through time. Many poets write 
about the world. Satchidanandan 
listens to it.

That distinction is crucial 
The modern world often resem-

bles an enormous airport where 
millions are in transit yet few 
truly arrive. Nations build fenc-
es. Religions construct walls. 
Markets convert everything into 
commodities. Amid this noise, 
Satchidanandan's poetry func-
tions like a migratory bird that 
refuses to recognize political 
maps. It flies from Kerala to Pal-
estine, from Latin America to Af-
rica, from a village path to a glob-
al crisis, carrying the same 
message: human dignity is 

indivisible.
His poems remind us that suf-

fering has no nationality 
Perhaps this is why his work 

resonates across languages. 
Translation does not merely 
transport his poetry it reveals its 
natural habitat. Some poems be-
long deeply to one culture. Satch-
idanandan's belong to the larger 
republic of  human experience. 
They travel well because their 
roots sink into the common soil 
of  hope,  g rief ,  love,  and 
resistance.

His achievement as a transla-
tor further expands this vision. 
Most translators build bridges. 
Satchidanandan builds migrato-
ry routes. Through his efforts, 
poems do not simply cross from 
one language to another; they ac-
quire new skies in which to fly. 
He has been among the most im-
portant architects of  literary dia-
logue in modern India, helping 
languages encounter one another 
not as rivals, but as companions.

There is also a profound eco-
logical consciousness running 
through his work. Long before 
environmental catastrophe be-
came a global headline, Satchi-
danandan understood that the 
destruction of  nature is ultimate-
ly the destruction of  human 
memory. In his poetry, the felling 
of  a tree is never merely an envi-
ronmental event, it is the erasure 
of  a chapter from the earth's 

autobiography.
This sensitivity gives his poet-

ry a rare moral texture. He does 
not place humanity above nature, 
he places humanity within it. His 
poems suggest that the future of  
civilization may depend upon re-
covering our forgotten kinship 
with birds, rivers, forests, and the 
silent lives that surround us.

Within Indian literature, 
Satchidanandan occupies a sin-
gular position. He is not merely a 
major Malayalam poet. He is one 
of  the few contemporary Indian 
writers whose work has consist-
ently negotiated between the lo-
cal and the universal, between 
rootedness and openness, be-
tween cultural identity and plan-
etary consciousness.

He stands at a crossroads 
where many literary traditions 
meet. The lyric tenderness of  
Tagore, the historical urgency of  
Neruda, the philosophical rest-
lessness of  Paz, and the demo-
cratic imagination of  modern 
India converge in his work. Yet 
the resulting voice is uniquely 
Satchidanandan's a voice at once 
intimate and expansive, rooted 
and migratory, wounded and 
hopeful.

In an age increasingly defined 
by division, his poetry remains 
an act of  hospitality.

It opens windows where walls 
are being built.

It plants trees where deserts 
are advancing.

It releases birds where cages 
are multiplying.

And perhaps that is the lasting 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  K . 
Satchidanandan.

He reminds us that poetry is 
not merely an arrangement of  
words. It is a way of  keeping hu-
manity alive.

For every age produces its own 
monuments of  stone and steel. 
F e w  p r o d u c e  a  l i v i n g 
conscience.

K. Satchidanandan is one of  
those rare consciences, a poet 
who continues to teach us that 
the truest homeland of  literature 
is neither a nation nor a lan-
g u a g e ,  b u t  t h e  h u m a n  
heart.

Noble Laureate, Literary Gaint...  The Nation's Pride

 Varala Anand
Poet, Film Critic &

Recipient of  Kendra Sahitya 
Akademi Award for Translation

Dr. T. Radhakrishnam

acharyulu 

The Bird That Refuses Borders: K. Satchidanandan
( The recipient of  the ‘Sinare Vishvambara Puraskar’, to be presented in Hyderabad on July 29, 2026. )

Poet, Translator &  
Education Expert

9849305871

  Naughty shadows, like wayward 
clouds

they cast a spell……
With full of  yearnings and ambitions

For some
It is the survival!

The precincts and the back lanes
the villas and the alleys

filled with aesthetic thespians
the white, the black, and the brown

and they all look alike in the nightfall
in that beautiful night

factories chimney out the agony
the dying day leaves with sad shades

the Maiden Evening robed in gold
embarks in boundless shadows

who overhauls these pleasure workers
there are unwritten stories in their 

eyelids
there are untold sagas behind their 

eyebrows
here and there is a song

striving to colours these shadows
but it is the curves that matter

 
Late in the night

Silence nurses the wounds
Only to shape the distorted figure

 
Next day

It’s a new shadow of  an old body
( A tribute to transgenders who struggle 

to survive)
  

 Dr. Srinivas Vasudev
 Academic Director, 

Krishnaveni Talent School, Hyderabad. 

Silence of Shadows
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Gold, Silver Likely to Remain Volatile Amid West Asia Tensions
Gold and silver prices are ex-

pected to remain volatile with 
a corrective trend in the com-
ing week as investors closely 
monitor escalating tensions be-
tween the United States and 
Iran, movements in crude oil 
prices, and key inflation data 
from major economies.

Market analysts said the re-
newed conflict in West Asia has 
increased uncertainty in global 
financial markets. The latest 
tensions intensified after Iran 
reportedly targeted a commer-
cial vessel and announced the 
closure of  the strategically im-
portant Strait of  Hormuz. In 

response, the United States car-
ried out strikes on Tehran, 
prompting Iran to retaliate by 
attacking American-linked in-
stallations in the United Arab 
E m i r a t e s ,  Ku w a i t  a n d 
Bahrain.

Experts believe any further 
escalation could push crude oil 
prices higher, reigniting infla-
tion concerns worldwide. Ris-
ing oil prices may strengthen 
safe-haven assets such as the 
US dollar and US Treasury 
bonds, limiting gains in pre-
cious metals despite height-
ened geopolitical risks.

Pranav Mer, Senior Vice 

President of  Commodity and 
Currency Research at JM Fi-
nancial Services, said gold and 
silver continue to exhibit a cor-
rective trend. According to 
him, markets will closely 
watch geopolitical develop-
ments, as a major escalation 
could significantly influence 
commodity prices and investor 
sentiment.

Apart from geopolitical 
events, traders will focus on in-
flation data from India, the 
United States and the Europe-
an Union for clues on the fu-
ture course of  interest rates by 
central banks. Economic indi-

cators from the US, including 
retail sales, housing data and 
weekly jobless claims, are also 
expected to influence market 
direction. Additionally, China's 
GDP growth, industrial pro-
duction, trade figures and bank 
lending data will be watched 
closely for signals about global 
economic recovery.

In the domestic market, MCX 
gold futures for August deliv-
ery declined by Rs. 3,900, or 2.65 
per cent, during the week to 
settle at Rs. 1.43 lakh per 10 
grams. Silver futures for Sep-
tember delivery recorded an 
even sharper fall, dropping Rs. 

14,746, or 6.2 per cent, to close 
at Rs. 2.22 lakh per kilogram.

Internationally, Comex gold 
futures slipped to 4,113.7 US 
dollars per ounce, while silver 
settled at 60.16 US dollars per 
ounce. Analysts attributed the 
weakness to a stronger US dol-
lar, firm crude oil prices and 
expectations that interest rates 
could remain elevated for long-
er.Market experts said bullion 
prices have repeatedly failed to 
sustain rallies, with investors 
preferring to book profits rath-
er than build fresh positions. 
They believe gold and silver 
are likely to remain under 

pressure unless there is a sig-
nificant easing in geopolitical 
tensions or fresh economic 

data alters expectations re-
garding global monetary 
policy.

Punjab Man Arrested in ̀ 1.6 Crore 
Digital Loan Fraud Case

Delhi Police has arrested a 
24-year-old man from Punjab 
for his alleged involvement in 
a cyber fraud racket that used 
stolen Aadhaar and PAN card 
details to obtain personal loans 
in the names of  unsuspecting 
victims. Investigators believe 
the syndicate targeted nearly 
50 people and fraudulently se-
cured loans worth around ₹1.6 
crore.

The case came to light after 
a victim approached the Cyber 
Police Station in Rohini on 
June 25, claiming he was re-
ceiving repeated calls from 
loan recovery agents demand-
ing repayment of  a loan he had 
never taken. A check of  his 
CIBIL report revealed that a 
₹4.5 lakh personal loan had 
been sanctioned in his name 
by a private finance company 
using his PAN details. Police 
also found that the mobile 
number linked to his Aadhaar 

had been changed without his 
knowledge.

During the investigation, of-
ficials traced the loan amount 
to the bank account of  Ajay 
Kumar, a resident of  Mohali, 
Punjab. He was arrested after 
police tracked his movements 
through technical surveillance 

and intelligence inputs. A mo-
bile phone allegedly used in 
the fraud was recovered from 
his possession.

Forensic examination of  the 
device revealed that the com-
plainant's personal informa-
tion had been shared among 
members of  the fraud network 
before the loan application was 
processed. During interroga-
tion, the accused reportedly 
admitted to being part of  a 
larger syndicate that misused 
Aadhaar and PAN details to se-
cure digital loans from private 
finance companies.

Police said the gang also 
changed the mobile numbers 
linked to victims' Aadhaar 
cards, enabling them to com-
plete online KYC verification 
and loan applications without 
the knowledge of  the account 
holders. The loan amounts 
were routed through bank ac-
counts of  individuals who al-

lowed their accounts to be used 
in exchange for commissions.

Rohini Deputy Commission-
er of  Police Shashank Jaiswal 
said the investigation indi-
cates that the racket is much 
larger than initially suspected. 
Authorities are now working 
to identify other members of  
the syndicate, trace additional 
mule bank accounts, and lo-
cate more victims.

Cyber law expert Pawan 
Duggal warned that such 
crimes are increasing due to 
weak implementation of  data 
protection measures and inad-
equate compliance with KYC 
and cybersecurity standards. 
Delhi Police has urged citizens 
to avoid sharing Aadhaar, PAN, 
and other sensitive documents 
on unverified websites and to 
use only trusted platforms for 
financial transactions. Fur-
t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s 
underway.

BJP Seeks Evidence From Omar 
Abdullah Over Defection Allegations

A political row has erupted 
in Jammu and Kashmir after 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdul-
lah alleged that attempts were 
made to lure National Confer-
ence (NC) legislators with 
huge financial inducements 
and political promises to engi-
neer defections. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has strong-
ly denied the allegations and 
demanded that the Chief  Min-
ister either produce evidence 
or publicly apologise.

Addressing a public rally in 
Srinagar, Abdullah claimed 
that a Jammu-based NC MLA 
informed him about an alleged 
offer made through a Supreme 
Court lawyer whom he de-
scribed as being close to the 
BJP. According to the Chief  
Minister, the legislator was al-
legedly offered between ₹20 
crore and ₹30 crore, a ministe-
rial berth and even a promise 
of  restoring statehood in ex-
change for switching political 
allegiance. He termed the al-
leged move an attempt to un-
dermine the people's mandate 
and destabilise the elected 
government.

Reacting to the allegations, 
BJP's Jammu and Kashmir 
president Sat Sharma de-
manded that Omar Abdullah 
reveal the identity of  the BJP 
leader allegedly involved or 
withdraw the statement and 
apologise. He maintained that 
accusations of  such a serious 
nature should not be made 
without credible evidence.

BJP MLA R.S. Pathania also 

dismissed the allegations as 
"false, baseless and politically 
motivated." He said any claim 
involving bribery of  elected 
representatives must be 
backed by verifiable proof  and 
urged the Chief  Minister to 
submit evidence to the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) or 
any other competent investi-
gating agency if  such an inci-
dent had indeed taken place.

Pathania questioned why no 
FIR or formal complaint had 
been filed if  an MLA was actu-
ally approached with an offer 
to defect. He also sought de-
tails of  the alleged incident, 
including the identity of  the 
legislator, the person who 
made the offer, the BJP leader 
purportedly involved, and 
when and where the alleged 
meeting took place.

Warning of  legal action, the 
BJP leader said that if  the 
Chief  Minister failed to sub-
stantiate his claims, the party 

would explore all legal op-
tions, including filing a crimi-
nal defamation case. He ar-
g u e d  t h a t  u n v e r i f i e d 
allegations of  this magnitude 
damage the credibility of  dem-
ocratic institutions and should 
not be used as political 
rhetoric.

Pathania further alleged 
that the Chief  Minister was at-
tempting to divert attention 
from governance issues and 
criticism faced by the ruling 
alliance. He claimed that sev-
eral legislators from the ruling 
coalition had recently raised 
concerns regarding the func-
tioning of  ministers during a 
meeting in Dachigam.

The controversy has intensi-
fied political tensions in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, with both 
the ruling National Confer-
ence and the BJP standing 
firm on their respective posi-
tions. The matter is expected 
to remain a key political issue 
in the coming days.

Palakkad's Space Legacy Grows as NASA's 
Anil Menon Prepares for ISS Mission

Kerala's Palakkad district is 
set to strengthen its unique 
place in global space explora-
tion as NASA astronaut of  In-
dian origin Dr Anil Menon pre-
p a re s  t o  l a u n ch  t o  t h e 
International Space Station 
(ISS) aboard Russia's Soyuz MS-
29 spacecraft on July 15. With 
his mission, Palakkad will be 
linked to three distinguished 
astronauts, making it one of  
the few regions in the world 
with such a remarkable associ-
ation with human spaceflight.

The trio includes Dr Anil 
Menon, private astronaut Anna 
Menon, and Air Commodore 
Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair, 
one of  India's astronaut-desig-
nates for the Gaganyaan hu-
man spaceflight programme. 
The achievement has become a 
matter of  pride for Kerala, 
which is also home to Thumba, 
the birthplace of  India's space 
programme.

Ahead of  the launch, Air 
Commodore Prasanth Nair 
shared an emotional message 
congratulating Anil Menon and 

his wife Anna Menon, recalling 
the time they spent training to-
gether in Houston. He de-
scribed the couple as a "com-
plete astronaut family" and 
said their connection to Kerala 
and India would always be 
cherished.

Born to an Indian father and 
a Ukrainian mother, Anil 
Menon grew up in the United 
States but has maintained close 
ties with India. Before joining 
NASA's astronaut corps, he 
spent a year in New Delhi as a 

Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 
supporting India's polio eradi-
cation programme, an experi-
ence that shaped his career as a 
physician and humanitarian.

A highly accomplished medi-
cal doctor, aerospace medicine 
specialist, engineer, pilot and 
colonel in the United States 
Space Force, Menon previously 
served as a NASA flight sur-
geon, supporting astronauts on 
ISS missions before being se-
lected as an astronaut himself.

He will travel to the orbital 

laboratory with Russian cosmo-
nauts Pyotr Dubrov and Anna 
Kikina, where the crew is ex-
pected to spend nearly eight 
months conducting scientific 
experiments. The mission will 
focus on studies related to hu-
man health in microgravity, 
blood circulation, advanced 
medical technologies, artificial 
intelligence-assisted health-
care and techniques that could 
support future missions to the 
Moon and Mars.

Anil Menon's wife, Anna 
Menon, is also a NASA astro-
naut candidate and previously 
served as the medical officer on 
SpaceX's landmark Polaris 
Dawn mission, which featured 
the world's first commercial 
spacewalk. Together, the couple 
represent one of  the world's 
rare astronaut families.

As the countdown to launch 
begins, excitement is building 
across Kerala, with Palakkad 
celebrating yet another mile-
stone in its remarkable contri-
b u t i o n  t o  g l o b a l  s p a c e 
exploration.

Ladakh Creates 17 New Tehsils to Improve 
Access to Government Services

 In a major administrative 
reform aimed at bringing gov-
ernance closer to people living 
in remote and border areas, 
the Ladakh administration has 
created 17 new tehsils, increas-
ing the total number from 15 to 
32. The move is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the long dis-
tances residents currently 
travel to access government 
services and make the region's 
five newly created districts ful-
ly operational.

The decision comes less than 
three months after the Union 
Territory announced the crea-
tion of  five new districts—Nu-
bra, Sham, Changthang, Zan-
skar and Drass—raising the 
total number of  districts in 
Ladakh from two to seven. The 
latest reorganisation establish-
es the revenue administration 
required for these districts to 
function effectively.

Officials said many resi-
dents in Ladakh's remote vil-
lages currently travel more 
than 300 kilometres across dif-
ficult mountainous terrain to 
reach government offices. 
With the creation of  new 

tehsils, administrative servic-
es such as revenue records, 
land-related work and public 
welfare services are expected 
to become more accessible.

The restructuring follows 
recommendations made by a 
Union Territory-level commit-
tee, which found that several 
tehsils extended across multi-
ple districts, leading to over-
lapping jurisdictions and ad-
ministrative complications. 
Under the revised framework, 
every revenue village will now 
fall under a single tehsil, and 
every tehsil will be linked to 
only one district, ensuring 
greater administrative clarity.

As part of  the exercise, 17 ex-
isting niabats have been up-
graded into full-fledged tehsils. 
The administration has direct-
ed the Chief  Secretary to ap-
point tehsildars immediately 
so that the new units become 
operational without delay.

Following the reorganisa-
tion, Leh district will have five 
tehsils, Kargil seven, Nubra 
six, Sham five, Changthang 
four, Zanskar four and Drass 
one.

Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena said the re-
forms are designed to make 
governance more citizen-cen-
tric and improve public ser-
vice delivery. He noted that the 
reorganisation would strength-
en grassroots administration, 
streamline revenue manage-
ment and ensure faster imple-
mentation of  development pro-
grammes, particularly in 
remote and border regions.

The Lieutenant Governor 
also said the restructuring 
aligns with the vision of  bal-
anced and inclusive develop-
ment by ensuring every citizen 
has easier access to essential 
government services.

Ladakh became a Union Ter-
ritory in October 2019 follow-
ing the reorganisation of  the 
erstwhile state of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. The latest adminis-
trative overhaul marks anoth-
er significant step in strength-
ening governance, improving 
accessibility and addressing 
the unique challenges posed by 
the region's vast geography, 
sparse population and difficult 
terrain.

War Veteran Battles Land Fraud After 
Serving Nation in Three Wars

 A 92-year-old Indian Army war 
veteran who fought in the 1962, 
1965 and 1971 wars is now fighting 
what his family calls his "fourth 
battle"—a legal struggle to reclaim 
his agricultural land in Ra-
jasthan's Jaisalmer district, alleg-
edly transferred using forged doc-
uments without his knowledge.

Retired Honorary Captain 
Chunni Lal, a resident of  Kangra 
in Himachal Pradesh, was allotted 
25 bighas of  agricultural land in 
Mohangarh, Jaisalmer, in 2002 af-
ter being displaced by the Pong 
Dam project. However, due to inad-
equate irrigation and infrastruc-
ture, he returned to his native vil-
lage while a neighbour initially 
looked after the land. The proper-
ty later remained unattended for 
several years.

According to police, the veteran 
recently discovered that his land 
had been transferred to another 
person through an allegedly 

fraudulent sale deed. In his com-
plaint, Chunni Lal alleged that an 
impersonator appeared before the 
sub-registrar's office on June 16, 
posing as him and executing the 
sale using a fake photograph, 
forged Aadhaar card, fabricated 
signatures and other counterfeit 
documents. The land mutation 
was subsequently recorded at the 
tehsil office on June 22.

Based on his complaint, police 
have registered a case against four 
individuals—Mohanlal, Dhannar-
am, Karnaram and Omprakash—

on charges of  cheating, forgery 
and criminal conspiracy.

The former Army officer said 
he never imagined that after de-
fending the country in three wars, 
he would have to spend his old age 
visiting police stations and gov-
ernment offices to protect his own 
property. He alleged that proper 
verification of  identity documents 
during the registration process 
could have prevented the fraud.

His son, Multan Singh Thakur, 
described the legal battle as his fa-
ther's "fourth war." He said the el-

derly veteran, who is a heart pa-
tient,  has been physically 
exhausted after making repeated 
visits to government offices over 
the past few days. Despite his 
health condition, Chunni Lal re-
mains determined to recover his 
land.

Police said the preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed that re-
cords of  several agricultural land 
parcels in the Mohangarh area are 
still maintained offline, making 
them vulnerable to fraudulent 
transactions. Investigators sus-
pect that properties belonging to 
absentee landowners are being 
t a r g e t e d  t h r o u g h  f o r g e d 
documentation.

Authorities are now scrutinis-
ing registration records, identity 
documents and revenue files to 
identify similar fraudulent trans-
actions and determine the involve-
ment of  those responsible. The 
investigation is continuing.
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15 Indian Tourists Killed in Vietnam Boat Tragedy
External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar expressed deep 
grief  over the tragic boat acci-
dent near Phu Quoc Island in 
Vietnam that claimed the lives 
of  15 Indian tourists, while as-
suring support to the affected 
families and wishing a speedy 
recovery to those injured.

In a message posted on the 
social media platform X, Jais-
hankar said he was "deeply 
distressed" by the incident and 
extended heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved families. He 
also prayed for the quick recov-

ery of  the injured passengers.
The accident occurred when 

a tourist speedboat carrying 36 
people, including 32 Indian 
tourists, capsized near Hon 
May Rut Ngoai Island off  the 
coast of  Phu Quoc, a popular 
tourist destination in southern 
Vietnam. The Indian Embassy 
in Vietnam later confirmed 
that all 15 fatalities were Indi-
an nationals.

The tragedy has sent shock-
waves across India, with sev-
eral state governments coordi-
nating with the Ministry of  

External Affairs to assist af-
fected families and facilitate 
the return of  the victims' mor-
tal remains.

Kerala Chief  Minister V.D. 
Satheesan confirmed that two 
of  the deceased were residents 
of  Kottarakkara in Kerala. 
Identifying them as A.C. 
Thomas (57) and Loveni Thom-
as (56), he said the state gov-
ernment was working closely 
with the Ministry of  External 
Affairs to expedite all neces-
sary procedures. He conveyed 
his heartfelt condolences to the 

grieving family.
Andhra Pradesh Minister 

Kondapalli Srinivas also ex-
pressed sorrow over the inci-
dent, stating that around 33 
tourists from Andhra Pradesh 
were part of  the travel group. 
He said three people from the 
state had lost their lives, while 
another victim was undergo-
ing treatment in the intensive 
care unit. Describing the inci-
dent as heartbreaking, the 
Minister said the state govern-
ment was closely monitoring 
the situation and extending all 

possible assistance to the af-
fected families.

In response to the tragedy, 
Vietnam Prime Minister Le 
Minh Hun issued urgent direc-
tions to central and local au-
thorities to intensify search 
and rescue operations, provide 
immediate medical assistance 
to survivors, and extend all 
necessary support to the vic-
tims' families. Authorities 
have launched an investigation 
into the cause of  the accident 
while rescue teams continue 
operations in the area.

The incident has highlighted 
the importance of  maritime 
safety during tourist excur-
sions and prompted swift dip-

lomatic coordination between 
Indian and Vietnamese author-
ities to support the victims and 
their families.

Former Qatar Emir Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani Passes Away at 74

For mer Emir of  Qatar 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, the visionary leader 
who transformed the small 
Gulf  nation into a global diplo-
matic, economic and media 
powerhouse, passed away on 
Sunday at the age of  74. The 
state-run Qatar News Agency 
confirmed his death but did not 
disclose the cause.

Sheikh Hamad ruled Qatar 
from 1995 to 2013, a period 
marked by rapid economic 
growth, ambitious global in-
vestments and an increasingly 
influential foreign policy. He 
voluntarily abdicated in June 
2013 in favour of  his son, 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, becoming one of  the few 
Arab rulers to peacefully trans-
fer power during his lifetime.

Widely regarded as the archi-
tect of  modern Qatar, Sheikh 
Hamad used the country's vast 
natural gas wealth to diversify 
its economy and strengthen its 
international presence. Under 
his leadership, Qatar emerged 

as one of  the world's wealthiest 
nations on a per-capita basis 
and invested heavily in global 
businesses, real estate and in-
frastructure. Among its high-
profile overseas acquisitions 
was the iconic Harrods depart-
ment store in London.

His tenure also witnessed the 
launch of  Al Jazeera, the influ-
ential satellite television net-
work that reshaped news broad-
casting in the Arab world and 
gained international recogni-
tion for its extensive coverage 
of  regional and global events.

Sheikh Hamad played a sig-
nificant role in positioning Qa-
tar as a key mediator in inter-
n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  a n d 
diplomatic negotiations. The 
country became an important 
venue for peace talks involving 
regional and global powers, ex-
panding its influence far be-
yond its geographical size.

His long-term vision also laid 
the foundation for Qatar's suc-
cessful bid to host the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, the first-ever World 
Cup held in the Middle East. Al-
though he had stepped down 

nearly a decade before the tour-
nament, Sheikh Hamad attend-
ed the opening ceremony, re-
ceiving a warm ovation from 
the home crowd in recognition 
of  his role in making the event 
possible.

Despite his achievements, 
Qatar's independent foreign 
policy under Sheikh Hamad oc-
casionally strained relations 
with some regional neighbours 
and Western allies. The coun-
try's engagement with Iran, its 
support for groups such as the 
Muslim Brotherhood, and its 
contacts with Hamas often 
drew criticism from several 
governments.

Tributes are expected from 
world leaders, who have ac-
knowledged Sheikh Hamad's 
contribution to Qatar's remark-
able transformation into a glob-
ally influential nation. His leg-
acy is widely seen as one of  
bold leadership, economic mod-
ernisation and strategic diplo-
macy that reshaped Qatar's 
place on the world stage.

10 Indians Rescued, One Missing 
After Ship Attack Near Oman

Ten Indian nationals have 
been rescued while one re-
mains missing after a commer-
cial vessel came under attack 
in waters off  the coast of  Oman 
amid escalating tensions in the 
Middle East, the Ministry of  
External Affairs (MEA) said on 
Sunday.

According to the ministry, 11 
Indian crew members were on 
board the commercial vessel 
GFS Galaxy when it was struck 
early Sunday in waters east of  
Oman. Search and rescue op-
erations are continuing to 
trace the missing Indian 
sailor.

In an official statement, the 
MEA said the attack on the ves-
sel was "deeply worrisome" 
and emphasized the need to en-
sure the safety of  civilian ship-
ping in the region. It called for 
an immediate end to attacks on 
commercial  vessels  and 
stressed that free and unimped-
ed navigation through interna-
tional waterways must be re-
stored in accordance with 
international law.

The incident occurred about 
17 kilometres east of  the Oma-
ni coast, according to the Unit-
ed Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO). The 
agency reported that the crew 
abandoned the damaged vessel 
and escaped in a lifeboat while 

re s c u e  o p e r at i o n s  we re 
launched.The United States 
Central Command (CENT-
COM) said the vessel suffered 
severe fire damage and flood-
ing in its engine room, alleging 
that the attack was carried out 
by Iran. Tehran has not offi-
cial ly  responded to  the 
accusation.

The attack comes amid rap-
idly escalating hostilities be-
tween Iran and the United 
States following fresh US mili-
tary strikes. Iran has an-
nounced the closure of  the stra-
tegically important Strait of  
Hormuz and launched missiles 
and drones targeting several 
Gulf  countries in retaliation.

The Strait of  Hormuz is one 
of  the world's busiest shipping 
routes, carrying a significant 
share of  global crude oil and 

liquefied natural gas exports. 
Any disruption to navigation 
in the region raises concerns 
over global energy supplies 
and maritime security.

The latest attack has further 
heightened fears over the safe-
ty of  international shipping in 
the Gulf, with several countries 
closely monitoring develop-
ments. Indian authorities are 
coordinating with regional 
governments and maritime 
agencies to ensure the safety of  
Indian nationals and secure 
the rescue of  the missing crew 
member.The MEA said it re-
mains in constant touch with 
relevant authorities and will 
continue to monitor the situa-
tion closely while extending all 
necessary assistance to the af-
fected Indian crew members 
and their families.

Vietnam Arrests Boat Captain After 
15 Indian Tourists Die in Capsize

Vietnamese authorities on 
Sunday arrested the captain of  
a tourist speedboat that cap-
sized off  the coast of  Phu Quoc 
Island, killing 15 Indian tour-
ists, as investigations into one 
of  the country's deadliest re-
cent maritime accidents gath-
ered pace.

The tragic incident occurred 
on Saturday when the speed-
boat, carrying 32 Indian tour-
ists, three Vietnamese crew 
members and a tour guide, 
overturned in rough waters 
near May Rut Ngoai Islet, a 
popular tourist destination 
known for its beaches and div-
ing spots.

According to Vietnamese au-
thorities, rescue teams man-
aged to save 21 people from the 
sea, while 15 passengers lost 
their lives. Police in southern 
An Giang province arrested 
the 57-year-old captain on 
charges related to alleged vio-
lations of  maritime safety reg-
ulations that resulted in the 
fatal accident. Officials said 
further investigations are un-
derway to determine the exact 

circumstances leading to the 
capsize.

Preliminary findings quoted 
by local media suggested that 
the accident was primarily 
caused by rapidly deteriorat-
ing weather conditions and un-
expectedly rough seas. How-
ever, authorities are examining 
whether safety protocols were 
fully followed before and dur-
ing the voyage.

Rescue personnel involved 
in the operation said high 
waves battered the vessel de-
spite the absence of  rainfall. 
Several other tourist boats 
were reportedly operating in 
the area at the same time with-

out encountering similar inci-
dents, raising questions about 
the circumstances surround-
ing the accident.

Eyewitness Ha Van Loc, who 
participated in the rescue ef-
fort, said he found the over-
turned boat with several pas-
sengers desperately clinging to 
its hull while others drifted in 
the sea without life jackets. He 
and his crew threw lifebuoys 
attached to ropes into the wa-
ter, pulled survivors aboard 
their vessel and alerted emer-
gency services. Jet skis were 
later deployed to transport vic-
tims to the shore.

The Indian Embassy in Ha-

noi confirmed that at least 15 
survivors had been discharged 
from hospitals and were pre-
paring to return to India, while 
one critically injured passen-
ger continues to receive treat-
ment at a hospital in Phu Quoc. 
The embassy also said ar-
rangements are being made to 
repatriate the bodies of  the 15 
deceased tourists to India.

Following the tragedy, sev-
eral tourism operators sus-
pended speedboat services be-
tween Phu Quoc and nearby 
islands as a precautionary 
measure.

Phu Quoc has emerged as 
one of  Vietnam's fastest-grow-
ing tourist destinations, at-
tracting more than 1.8 million 
international visitors last year. 
However, boating accidents re-
main a recurring concern in 
Vietnam due to unpredictable 
weather, inadequate mainte-
nance, and safety lapses, 
prompting renewed calls for 
stricter enforcement of  mari-
time safety regulations to pro-
tect tourists and local passen-
gers alike.

Russian Missile, Drone 
Strikes Kill Eight in Ukraine

Russia launched a fresh 
wave of  missile, drone and 
guided bomb attacks across 
Ukraine on Saturday, killing 
at least eight people and injur-
ing dozens, including chil-
dren, as the conflict entered 
another deadly phase.

According to Ukrainian of-
ficials, Russia fired more than 
120 drones and 12 missiles, in-
cluding several ballistic mis-
siles, during overnight at-
tacks targeting multiple 
regions of  the country. Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
said civilian infrastructure 
was struck even before air 
raid sirens were activated, 
highlighting the growing 
challenge posed by Russia's 
latest tactics.In the capital, 
Kyiv, missiles hit residential 
and commercial areas, injur-
ing at least 12 people, includ-
ing two children. Apartment 
buildings, office complexes 
and a theological school sus-
tained damage as emergency 
crews worked through smoke-
filled streets and debris to res-
cue survivors and assess the 
destruction.The deadliest at-

tack occurred in the northern 
city of  Sumy, where a Russian 
guided aerial bomb struck a 
populated area, killing five 
people, including a young girl. 
In eastern Ukraine, one per-
son was killed in Sloviansk, 
while two others died in a mis-
sile strike on the southern 
port city of  Odesa, local au-
thorities said.

President Zelensky stated 
that Ukraine's air defence sys-
tems intercepted many of  the 
incoming drones and missiles 
but struggled to stop the high-
speed ballistic missiles. He re-
newed his appeal to interna-
tional partners, particularly 
the United States, to acceler-
ate military assistance and 
strengthen Ukraine's air de-
fence capabilities.

Zelensky urged Washington 
to swiftly implement its deci-
sion allowing Ukraine to man-
ufacture Patriot air defence 
missile systems under li-
cence, saying delays in pro-
viding critical defence equip-
ment continue to cost civilian 
lives.

Military analysts suggested 

that some of  the missiles may 
have been modified S-400 sys-
tems used in ground attack 
mode, making them harder 
for radar systems to detect 
and reducing the warning 
time available before impact.

Meanwhile, Russia's De-
fence Ministry maintained 
that its forces had targeted 
military-industrial facilities 
in Kyiv and port infrastruc-
ture in Odesa, denying allega-
tions that civilians were delib-
erately targeted.

The latest strikes came a 
day after Ukrainian drones 
reportedly attacked oil refin-
eries in southern Russia, con-
tinuing Kyiv's campaign 
against Russian energy infra-
structure.With the war now in 
its fifth year, the renewed ex-
change of  long-range strikes 
underscores the escalating 
intensity of  the conflict. The 
latest attacks have once again 
raised international concerns 
over civilian safety, the strain 
on Ukraine's air defence net-
work, and the urgent need for 
diplomatic efforts to prevent 
further escalation.

Two Killed, Three Injured in Shooting 
Near Toronto Street Festival

Two people were killed and 
three others injured in a shoot-
ing near a popular street festival 
in Toronto on Saturday, trigger-
ing a major police response and 
temporary warnings of  an active 
shooter.

The incident occurred near 
the intersection of  St. Clair Av-
enue West and Arlington Ave-
nue, where the annual Salsa on 
St. Clair festival was being held. 
Toronto Police responded swiftly 
after reports of  gunfire in the 
area.

Authorities said five people 
were found suffering from gun-
shot wounds. Two victims later 
succumbed to their injuries, 
while the remaining three were 
taken to hospital for treatment. 
Their conditions have not yet 
been officially disclosed.

In the immediate aftermath of  

the shooting, police urged resi-
dents and festival-goers to avoid 
the area, warning of  an active 
shooter situation as officers se-
cured the scene and launched an 
extensive search.

Hours later, Toronto Police 
confirmed that the area had been 
secured and there was no ongo-
ing threat to public safety. How-

ever, officials did not release any 
information regarding a suspect 
or announce any arrests.

A large number of  police offic-
ers and emergency medical per-
sonnel remained at the scene as 
investigators collected evidence 
and interviewed witnesses. Au-
thorities are also reviewing sur-
veillance footage from the festi-

val and nearby businesses to 
determine the circumstances 
leading to the shooting.

The Salsa on St. Clair festival, 
one of  Toronto's largest annual 
cultural events celebrating Latin 
music, dance and cuisine, at-
tracts thousands of  visitors each 
year. The violence shocked at-
tendees and disrupted the cele-
brations as emergency respond-
ers rushed to assist the victims.

Police have appealed to mem-
bers of  the public who witnessed 
the incident or recorded videos 
to come forward and assist the 
investigation.

The motive behind the shoot-
ing remains unclear, and investi-
gators are continuing efforts to 
identify those responsible. Offi-
cials have assured the public that 
updates will be provided as the 
investigation progresses.
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J Pan Tubular Files IPO Papers 
to Fuel Expansion and Cut Debt

HVAC and refrigerator com-
ponents manufacturer J Pan 
Tubular Components has filed 
its Draft Red Herring Prospec-
tus (DRHP) with the Securities 
and Exchange Board of  India 
(SEBI) to raise capital through 
an Initial Public Offering (IPO), 
aiming to expand its manufac-
turing capacity and reduce 
debt.

According to the draft papers 
filed on July 10, the proposed 
IPO consists of  a fresh issue of  
49.2 lakh equity shares and an 
Offer for Sale (OFS) of  2.6 lakh 
equity shares by promoter 
Jignesh Panchal, taking the to-
tal issue size to 51.8 lakh shares.

The company plans to utilize 
the proceeds from the fresh is-
sue primarily for setting up new 
manufacturing facilities, ex-
panding its production capabili-
ties, repaying or reducing out-
standing borrowings, and 
meeting general corporate re-
quirements. The OFS compo-
nent will enable the promoter to 
partially divest his stake with-
out adding fresh capital to the 
company.

Headquartered in Uttar 
Pradesh, J Pan Tubular Compo-
nents has established manufac-
turing units in Noida, Neemra-
na, Pune, Bengaluru, and 
Sanand, serving a wide range of  
industries including heating, 

ventilation, air conditioning 
(HVAC), refrigeration, electri-
cal equipment, metal manufac-
t u r i n g ,  a n d  t u b i n g 
components.

The company specializes in 
manufacturing HVAC, refrig-
erator, brass, and Variable Re-
frigerant Volume (VRV) compo-
nents that are widely used in 
heat exchangers and refriger-
ant circuit assemblies for cool-
ing and refrigeration systems. 
These products play a vital role 
in residential, commercial, and 
industrial air-conditioning and 
refrigeration applications.

J Pan Tubular has built a 
strong customer base compris-
ing some of  the country's lead-
ing appliance and HVAC manu-
facturers. Its key clients include 
LG Electronics India, Haier Ap-
pliances India, Bosch Home 
Comfort India, Daikin Aircon-
ditioning India, and Ecofrost 
Technologies, reflecting its es-

tablished presence in the 
sector.

The filing comes at a time 
when India's primary market 
continues to witness healthy in-
vestor interest, with several 
manufacturing companies tap-
ping the capital markets to fund 
expansion plans. Rising de-
mand for energy-efficient cool-
ing systems, increasing urbani-
sation, and growth in the white 
goods industry are expected to 
create significant opportunities 
for component manufacturers 
such as J Pan Tubular.

The IPO is expected to 
strengthen the company's finan-
cial position by lowering debt 
while providing the capital re-
quired to scale operations and 
meet growing customer de-
mand. Further details, includ-
ing the issue price, valuation, 
and opening dates, will be an-
nounced after SEBI reviews and 
approves the draft prospectus.

Nifty Faces Key Resistance 
as Limited Upside Next Week

India's benchmark Nifty 50 
may struggle to reclaim its 
April high in the coming week 
unless it decisively breaks 
above the 24,500–24,550 resist-
ance zone, according to Su-
deep Shah, Head of  Technical 
and Derivatives Research at 
SBI Securities.

Despite a strong rebound in 
the last two trading sessions 
following Wednesday's sharp 
correction, Shah believes the 
market remains in a consolida-
tion phase. He noted that the 
Nifty has been moving side-
ways for the past four weeks, 
with small-bodied weekly can-
dlesticks indicating indecision 
between buyers and sellers.

However, Shah expressed op-
timism about the Bank Nifty, 
saying the recent recovery has 
improved its chances of  re-
claiming the 59,000 mark in the 
near term, supported by re-
newed buying interest in 
banking stocks.

Among individual stocks, 
Shah remains bullish on Kaly-
an Jewellers and Central De-
pository Services (India) Ltd. 
(CDSL). He said both counters 
have broken out of  consolida-

tion patterns on the daily 
charts with strong trading vol-
umes, a positive technical sig-
nal suggesting the rally could 
continue.

He also highlighted Indian 
Bank as another stock show-
ing strength. After correcting 
nearly 10 percent from recent 
highs, the stock's Relative 
Strength Index (RSI) has im-
proved, indicating strengthen-
ing momentum and the possi-
bility of  further gains.

Shah was equally optimistic 
about One 97 Communications 
(Paytm). According to him, the 
stock has regained upward 
momentum after pausing for 
six trading sessions, signalling 
renewed buying interest.

While the broader market 
outlook remains cautious due 
to resistance near record lev-
els, Shah believes selective op-
portunities continue to exist 
in fundamentally and techni-
cally strong stocks. Investors 
are advised to watch the Nif-
ty's movement around the 
24,500–24,550 zone, as a deci-
sive breakout could determine 
the market's next directional 
trend.

Markets More Reasonably Valued 
Now, Says Trust Mutual Fund

Trust Mutual Fund has reaf-
firmed its positive outlook on 
India's long-term capital ex-
penditure (capex) cycle, express-
ing confidence in sectors such 
as capital goods, infrastructure, 
financialisation, and precious 
metals, while maintaining a 
cautious stance on PSU banks, 
FMCG, and large-cap IT stocks.

The investment outlook was 
shared by Sandeep Bagla, Chief  
Executive Officer of  Trust Mu-
tual Fund, during the launch of  
the fund house's new Large & 
Mid Cap Fund.

Bagla said that although cer-
tain segments of  the market 
continue to trade at premium 
valuations, the broader equity 
market has become more rea-
sonably valued compared to two 
years ago following a combina-
tion of  price correction, time 
correction, valuation modera-
t i o n ,  a n d  c u r r e n c y 
adjustments.

"There has been a time correc-
tion, price correction, valuation 
correction and currency correc-
tion," Bagla observed, adding 
that much of  the excessive opti-
mism reflected in stock prices 
over recent years has already 
been absorbed by the market.

Despite ongoing global eco-
nomic uncertainties, Trust Mu-
tual Fund believes the funda-
mentals of  the Indian economy 
remain strong. Bagla pointed to 
robust Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) collections, sustained 
credit growth, healthy advance 
tax collections, and encouraging 
automobile sales as indicators 
that domestic demand contin-
ues to remain resilient.

According to the fund house, 
India's structural growth story 
remains intact, driven by sus-
tained government investment 
in infrastructure, increasing 

private sector capital expendi-
ture, and rising manufacturing 
activity. These factors are ex-
pected to continue supporting 
companies operating in capital 
goods and infrastructure over 
the long term.

Trust Mutual Fund also re-
mains optimistic about the fi-
nancialisation of  household 
savings, which has led to in-
creasing participation in mutu-
al funds, insurance products, 
and other financial assets. In ad-
dition, the fund house expects 
precious metals to continue 
playing an important role in in-
vestment portfolios as a hedge 
against global uncertainty and 
market volatility.

However, Bagla expressed 
caution regarding public sector 
banks, fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG), and large-cap in-
formation technology compa-
nies. He indicated that while 
these sectors remain fundamen-
tally important, current valua-
tions, earnings outlook, and 
sector-specific challenges war-
rant a more selective investment 
approach.

The launch of  the Trust MF 
Large & Mid Cap Fund reflects 
the fund house's strategy of  
identifying quality businesses 
with sustainable growth poten-
tial across both established 
large-cap companies and emerg-
ing mid-cap firms.

As India's economic growth 
continues to be supported by 
strong domestic consumption, 
policy reforms, and infrastruc-
ture development, Trust Mutual 
Fund believes investors should 
remain focused on long-term 
wealth creation through disci-
plined and diversified equity in-
vesting rather than reacting to 
s h o r t - t e r m  m a r k e t 
fluctuations.

Stock Selection Takes Centre 
Stage in India's Next Market Phase

India's equity markets are en-
tering a new phase where care-
ful stock selection, rather than 
broad-based market rallies, is 
expected to determine invest-
ment success. Market experts 
believe companies capable of  de-
livering sustained earnings 
growth, expanding profit mar-
gins and generating healthy 
cash flows will emerge as the 
biggest beneficiaries of  the 
country's improving economic 
environment.

According to market analysts, 
the foundations for India's next 
bull market are gradually 
strengthening. Factors such as 
declining crude oil prices, a sta-
bilising rupee, easing geopoliti-
cal tensions and resilient domes-
tic liquidity are creating 
favourable conditions for eco-
nomic growth. However, unlike 
the post-pandemic rally, when 
abundant liquidity lifted stocks 
across sectors, the upcoming 
market cycle is expected to be far 
more selective.

Companies that can success-
fully pass rising input costs on to 
customers without affecting de-
mand, while maintaining vol-
ume growth and improving prof-
itability, are likely to outperform 
their peers. Businesses with 
strong pricing power, efficient 
cost management and consistent 
earnings are expected to attract 
greater investor interest.

The shift is already becoming 
visible in the market. Many in-

vestors who have held quality 
stocks over the past six months 
have seen limited returns de-
spite following disciplined in-
vestment strategies. While 
benchmark indices have re-
mained relatively stable, several 
portfolios have either stagnated 
or slipped into negative territo-
ry, highlighting the growing di-
vergence between individual 
stocks and the broader market.

Market observers say this re-
flects a structural change rather 
than a temporary phase. Inves-
tors can no longer expect all sec-
tors and companies to rise to-
gether simply because liquidity 
is abundant. Instead, company-
specific fundamentals, manage-
ment quality, earnings visibility 
and competitive advantages are 
becoming increasingly impor-
tant in deter mining stock 
performance.

Analysts believe sectors 
linked to domestic consumption, 
manufacturing, infrastructure, 
financial services and business-
es benefiting from government 

capital expenditure could con-
tinue to offer opportunities. At 
the same time, companies strug-
gling with weak demand, mar-
gin pressure or limited pricing 
power may lag despite an overall 
positive market environment.

For investors, the evolving 
market underscores the impor-
tance of  research, diversifica-
tion and a long-term investment 
approach. Rather than chasing 
momentum, experts recommend 
focusing on businesses with 
strong balance sheets, sustaina-
ble earnings growth, healthy 
cash generation and the ability 
to adapt to changing economic 
conditions.

As India's macroeconomic 
outlook continues to improve, 
the next phase of  the equity mar-
ket is expected to reward quality 
businesses that translate favour-
able economic conditions into 
consistent financial perfor-
mance. In this environment, 
stock selection is likely to be-
come the defining factor in cre-
ating long-term wealth.

Global Brokerages 
Remain Bullish on India  

Global brokerage firms have 
maintained a positive outlook 
on Indian equities despite re-
newed geopolitical tensions in 
West Asia, asserting that the 
country's long-term earnings 
recovery remains firmly on 
track. Analysts believe the re-
cent market volatility trig-
gered by the US-Iran conflict is 
unlikely to derail India's 
broader growth story.

While the June quarter may 
witness some pressure on cor-
porate earnings due to higher 
input costs, elevated commod-
ity prices, and geopolitical un-
certainty, most global invest-
ment firms expect investors to 
focus beyond short-term chal-
lenges and look toward strong-
er earnings growth in the re-
maining quarters of  FY27.

According to leading global 
brokerage Morgan Stanley, In-
dia's recent underperformance 
compared to some global mar-
kets is cyclical rather than 
structural. The brokerage be-
lieves the country's economic 
fundamentals remain robust, 
supported by improving 
growth momentum, resilient 
domestic demand, and a fa-
v o u r a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t 
environment.

Morgan Stanley also high-
lighted that foreign institution-
al investor (FII) positioning in 
Indian equities remains rela-
tively light, leaving room for 
increased overseas investment 
if  macroeconomic conditions 
continue to improve. The bro-
kerage expects stronger corpo-
rate earnings, policy stability, 
and sustained domestic con-
sumption to support the next 
phase of  market growth.

Analysts across global finan-
cial institutions noted that the 
discussion has shifted from 
questioning whether India's 
earnings will recover to identi-
fying the sectors that will drive 
the next leg of  expansion. 

Manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture, financial services, capital 
goods, and domestic consump-
tion-oriented businesses are 
expected to remain key benefi-
ciaries of  the country's eco-
nomic growth.

Although geopolitical ten-
sions have increased uncer-
tainty in global financial mar-
kets, experts believe India's 
relatively strong domestic 
economy provides an impor-
tant cushion against external 
shocks. Stable tax collections, 
healthy banking sector perfor-
mance, continued government 
infrastructure spending, and 
resilient consumer demand 
continue to support corporate 
profitability.

Brokerages also pointed out 
that companies with strong 
balance sheets, pricing power, 
and the ability to protect profit 
margins despite rising costs 
are likely to outperform in the 
coming quarters. Investors are 
expected to reward businesses 
capable of  delivering consist-
ent earnings growth even amid 
global uncertainty.

Market experts caution that 
near-term volatility cannot be 
ruled out as geopolitical devel-
opments continue to evolve. 
However, they emphasise that 
temporary fluctuations should 
not distract investors from In-
dia's long-term structural 
growth opportunities.

With corporate earnings ex-
pected to improve over the 
course of  FY27 and economic 
indicators remaining support-
ive, global brokerages continue 
to view India as one of  the 
most attractive long-term in-
vestment destinations among 
emerging markets. They be-
lieve that while short-term 
headwinds may affect quarter-
ly performance, the broader 
earnings recovery and eco-
nomic expansion story remain 
intact.

SEBI Expands Intraday Borrowing 
Rules for Mutual Funds

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of  India (SEBI) 
has expanded the scope of  in-
traday borrowings for mutual 
funds, allowing asset manage-
ment companies (AMCs) to 
use such borrowings for a wid-
er range of  liquidity manage-
ment purposes from Septem-
ber 1. The move follows 
amendments to the SEBI (Mu-
tual Funds) Regulations, 2026, 
aimed at improving operation-
al efficiency while safeguard-
ing investor interests.

Under the revised frame-
work, mutual fund schemes 
will be permitted to avail in-
traday borrowings to address 
temporary liquidity mis-
matches arising from differ-
ences in market settlement cy-
cles. The regulator said the 
changes are intended to en-
sure smooth fund operations 
without disrupting payments 
to investors.

As per the new guidelines, 
mutual funds can use intraday 
borrowings to meet unitholder 
payouts, including redemption 
requests, income distribution-
cum-capital withdrawal pay-
ments, and interest payments. 
The facility can also be used 
for settlement obligations re-
lated to investments made by 
schemes, mark-to-market lia-
bilities, foreign exchange set-
tlements, and repayment of  
existing borrowings.

SEBI has prescribed strict 
safeguards to limit risks asso-
ciated with the facility. The 
regulator has specified that in-

traday borrowings can be 
backed by guaranteed receiva-
bles, such as inflows from the 
Reserve Bank of  India (RBI), 
clearing corporations, and 
subscription proceeds credit-
ed to scheme bank accounts.

Additionally, mutual funds 
may borrow against non-guar-
anteed receivables that are ex-
pected to be received by the 
end of  the trading day. These 
include maturity proceeds and 
settlement inflows from finan-
cial instruments such as non-
c o nve r t i b l e  d e b e n t u r e s 
(NCDs), commercial papers 
(CPs), certificates of  deposit 
(CDs), and over-the-counter 
(OTC) swaps.

Importantly, SEBI has made 
it mandatory for all intraday 
borrowings to be fully repaid 
before the close of  the trading 
day. Asset management com-
panies will be held responsible 
for ensuring timely repayment 
and compliance with the new 
regulatory framework.

Market participants believe 
the revised norms will provide 
mutual funds with greater op-
erational flexibility, particu-
larly during periods of  high 
redemption or settlement ac-
tivity, while maintaining fi-
nancial discipline and inves-
tor protection. The new 
framework is expected to 
strengthen liquidity manage-
ment across the mutual fund 
industry without increasing 
long-term borrowing risks or 
affecting the interests of  
unitholders.

Three IPOs Worth Over ̀ 10,000 Crore 
to Hit Primary Market Next Week

India's primary market is set for 
another action-packed week, with 
three initial public offerings (IPOs) 
collectively aiming to raise more 
than ₹10,100 crore. The offerings in-
clude the much-anticipated SBI 
Funds Management IPO, which is 
expected to dominate investor atten-
tion due to its size and strong 
parentage.

All three public issues—SBI 
Funds Management, Alpine Tex-
world, and SME issue Millworks 
Technologies—will open for sub-
scription on July 14 and close on 
July 16, giving investors a three-day 
window to participate.

The largest offering is from SBI 
Funds Management, jointly promot-
ed by State Bank of  India (SBI) and 
French asset management giant 
Amundi. The company plans to 
raise ₹9,812.91 crore through an ini-
tial public offering comprising 17.09 
crore equity shares. The shares 
have been priced in a band of  ₹545 to 
₹574 each.

The IPO consists entirely of  an 
Offer for Sale (OFS), meaning the 
company itself  will not receive any 
proceeds from the issue. Instead, the 
existing promoters will partially di-
vest their holdings. State Bank of  

India will sell 9.95 crore equity 
shares, representing a 4.8851% 
stake, while Amundi will offload 
7.14 crore equity shares, equivalent 
to a 3.5082% stake.

The issue size has been revised 
downward from the originally pro-
posed ₹11,692.9 crore after the com-
pany successfully completed a pre-
IPO placement involving 30 
institutional investors.

Apart from the SBI Funds Man-
agement issue, textile sector player 
Alpine Texworld will also enter the 
primary market, seeking to raise 
capital for its business expansion 
and growth plans. Meanwhile, Mill-
works Technologies, an SME com-
pany, will launch its IPO on the NSE 
SME platform, offering investors an 
opportunity to participate in the 
growing small and medium enter-

prise segment.
Market experts expect the upcom-

ing IPOs to receive healthy investor 
interest, supported by improving 
market sentiment and continued 
participation from retail as well as 
institutional investors. The strong 
response witnessed by recent public 
issues has reinforced confidence in 
India's primary market, encourag-
ing more companies to tap the capi-
tal markets for fundraising.

With the SBI Funds Management 
IPO accounting for the bulk of  the 
fundraising, next week's offerings 
are expected to be among the big-
gest primary market events of  the 
year. Investor focus will remain on 
subscription trends, valuations, and 
listing prospects as the market pre-
pares for another busy phase in the 
IPO calendar.
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Belgaria Women Grow a New Future with Mushrooms
In a region once known for 

underground fires, land subsid-
ence and struggles for survival, 
a quiet economic revolution is 
taking root. Belgaria Rehabili-
tation Township in Dhanbad, 
Jharkhand, is witnessing an 
unusual transformation — not 
through mines or industries, 
but through mushrooms culti-
vated by determined women.

For years, Belgaria was seen 
as a symbol of  displacement. 
Families from fire-affected and 
unstable mining areas were re-
located here, carrying with 
them the challenges of  rebuild-
ing their lives. Limited employ-
ment opportunities and basic 
livelihood concerns remained 
major hurdles. But today, the 

township is presenting a differ-
ent picture — one of  entrepre-
neurship, confidence and 
self-reliance.

At the centre of  this change 
are nearly 40 to 50 women who 
have turned mushroom cultiva-
tion into a source of  steady in-
come. Working through self-
help groups, these women are 
not just growing mushrooms; 
they are growing financial in-
dependence for their families.

Each woman earns around 
Rs 200 to Rs 250 per day through 
this activity, making a signifi-
cant contribution to household 
expenses. What began as a live-
lihood experiment has now be-
come a sustainable income-gen-
erating model  for  many 

families in the township.
The journey was made possi-

ble through training and scien-
tific guidance. After learning 
modern cultivation techniques, 
the women began producing va-
rieties of  mushrooms suited to 
seasonal conditions. At pre-
sent, Oyster and Milky mush-
rooms are cultivated regularly, 
while Button mushrooms have 
also been successfully grown in 
the past.

Experts from Deoghar con-
tinue to support the women by 
introducing improved methods 
and helping them enhance pro-
duction practices. The initia-
tive has transformed many 
women from homemakers de-
pendent on family income into 

entrepreneurs managing their 
own small-scale businesses.

The demand for Belgaria’s 
mushrooms has grown steadily 
because of  their freshness and 
quality. Interestingly, the wom-
en do not have to depend heav-
ily on outside markets. Local 
residents themselves visit the 
production centre to buy fresh 
mushrooms, ensuring a ready 
customer base and reducing 
transportation challenges.

However, the women believe 
that their success could multi-
ply with better infrastructure. 
Currently, production stands at 
around four to five kilograms 
daily, but earlier it had reached 
15 to 20 kilograms per day. They 
feel that a dedicated workspace 

and climate-controlled facili-
ties could help them revive and 
expand production.

“More women are interested 
in joining mushroom cultiva-
tion, but limited space and fa-
cilities are restricting growth,” 
says Geeta Devi, one of  the 
mushroom producers.

The story of  Belgaria is a re-
minder that economic change 
does not always emerge from 
large factories or major invest-
ments. Sometimes, it begins in-
side small rooms where women 
carefully nurture mushroom 
beds and dreams together.

From a township created for 
displaced families, Belgaria is 
now becoming a place where 
women are creating opportuni-

ties with their own hands. With 
improved support, better facili-
ties and wider markets, these 
mushroom entrepreneurs 

could turn a local success story 
into a model for rural women’s 
e m p o w e r m e n t  a c r o s s 
Jharkhand.

Kashmir’s Young Paddlers Are 
Charting a New Course in Water Sports

For generations, the waters 
of  Dal Lake have been synony-
mous with Kashmir’s aquatic 
identity. The iconic lake has wit-
nessed countless boat rides, shi-
karas and sporting activities. 
But now, a new chapter is un-
folding away from its familiar 
shores. In the heart of  Srina-
gar’s Downtown area, young 
athletes are discovering that 
their dreams can travel much 
farther than the boundaries of  
a single lake.

At Pokhribal, a water body lo-
cated near the northeastern 
side of  Nigeen Lake and close to 
the historic Hari Parbat Fort, 
the rhythmic sound of  paddles 
cutting through water has be-
come a symbol of  change. Here, 
boys and girls from different 
parts of  Kashmir are training 
in kayaking, canoeing, rowing 
and swimming, hoping to build 
careers in competitive water 
sports.

Located about six kilometres 
from Lal Chowk, Pokhribal is 
emerging as a promising alter-
native training destination for 
athletes who earlier had limited 
opportunities beyond Dal Lake. 
The growing participation of  
youngsters from districts such 
as Baramulla, Bandipora, Gan-
derbal and Budgam reflects 
how water sports are slowly ex-

panding across the Valley.
Leading this movement is in-

ternational water sports coach 
Bilquis Mir, who believes that 
talent should not remain re-
stricted to one location. She is 
working to develop Pokhribal as 
another major centre for aquat-
ic sports in Kashmir.

“Water sports should reach 
beyond Dal Lake. Pokhribal has 
the potential to become another 
important training hub, but 
greater support and facilities 
are needed,” she says.

During the summer holidays, 
around 80 aspiring athletes are 
taking part in a 20-day coaching 
camp at the Water Sports Cen-
tre in Pokhribal. The pro-
gramme brings together begin-
ners eager to learn as well as 
experienced players who have 

already participated in state 
a n d  n a t i o n a l - l e v e l 
competitions.

For many youngsters, the 
camp represents more than just 
physical training. It offers a 
chance to imagine a future 
where their skills can take them 
to bigger platforms.

Naeem Nisar from Baramulla 
says the training has helped 
him understand advanced tech-
niques in kayaking, canoeing 
and rowing. For others like Na-
kia Yaqoob, the ambition is 
even bigger — to represent Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the coun-
try at national and internation-
al competitions.

The training centre has re-
ceived support through modern 
boats and specialised equip-
ment from the Indian Kayaking 

and Canoeing Association, 
helping young athletes experi-
ence professional-level train-
ing. However, coaches believe 
that additional infrastructure, 
including improved facilities 
and expanded centres, can help 
nurture more talent.

Bilquis says the initiative is 
also aimed at encouraging chil-
dren to move beyond a screen-
based lifestyle and develop 
healthier interests. She believes 
that with proper investment, 
Kashmir can create a strong 
pool of  athletes capable of  com-
peting at higher levels.

The enthusiasm among par-
ticipants is already visible. 
Omar Shafa from Sopore be-
lieves similar coaching pro-
grammes should reach every 
district so that more young peo-
ple can explore opportunities in 
water sports.

As more paddles enter Kash-
mir’s waters, the story of  the 
Valley’s sporting future is slow-
ly changing. Once limited to a 
few familiar locations, water 
sports are now opening doors 
for a wider generation of  ath-
letes. Pokhribal’s waves are car-
rying a new message — that 
Kashmir’s sporting dreams are 
no longer tied to one lake, but 
are ready to flow across the re-
gion and beyond.

Indiranagar’s 100 Feet Road: Bengaluru’s 
Urban Charm Amid Contrasts

Bengaluru has always been a 
city of  contrasts — a global 
technology hub struggling with 
infrastructure challenges, a 
fast-growing metropolis still 
holding on to pockets of  old-
world charm. A recent social 
media post has reignited con-
versations about this unique 
character of  the city, with one 
resident describing Bengaluru 
as a “paradox” where different 
neighbourhoods tell completely 
different stories.

The spotlight fell on Indirana-
gar’s iconic 100 Feet Road, a 
bustling stretch that has be-
come synonymous with Bengal-
uru’s cosmopolitan lifestyle. 
From trendy cafes and restau-
rants to premium stores and 
startup offices, the road repre-
sents a blend of  commerce, cul-
ture and community life that 
many believe sets it apart from 
typical urban spaces.

Social media user Aaditya 
Aanand described the area as 
an example of  what thoughtful 
city planning can create. Ac-
cording to him, walking along 
100 Feet Road in the evening 
feels less like navigating a 
crowded city street and more 
like exploring an open-air ur-
ban destination where people, 
businesses and g reenery 
coexist.

As the sun sets, the neigh-
bourhood takes on a different 
personality. Tree-lined streets, 
glowing storefronts, busy cafes 
and people heading out for even-
ing gatherings create an atmos-
phere that many residents asso-
ciate with Bengaluru’s youthful 
energy.

The charm of  Indiranagar, 
however, does not end with its 
famous commercial stretch. 

Just a short walk away from the 
lively 100 Feet Road are quieter 
residential lanes where old-
style homes, greenery and 
peaceful surroundings contin-
ue to exist alongside the mod-
ern cityscape.

Aanand highlighted this con-
trast, pointing out that Bengal-
uru’s identity lies in these unex-
pected transitions — a city 
where a vibrant nightlife dis-
trict can exist just steps away 
from calm residential streets.

The post also drew attention 
to the broader challenges faced 
by Bengaluru. While neigh-
bourhoods like Indiranagar 
showcase the city’s potential, 
areas such as Bellandur have 
frequently faced criticism over 
flooding and infrastructure 
problems during heavy rains. 
The comparison sparked dis-
cussions about the uneven de-
velopment patterns seen in rap-
idly expanding Indian cities.

The online conversation at-
tracted thousands of  views and 
reactions, with many users 
sharing their own experiences 
of  Bengaluru’s character. Sev-
eral people called it one of  In-
dia’s most beautiful cities, 
while others pointed out that 

many metropolitan areas have 
similar contrasts between well-
planned zones and neglected 
neighbourhoods.

Some users also shared inter-
esting facts about Indiranagar, 
including a common miscon-
ception about its name. Contra-
ry to popular belief  that it was 
named after former Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi, the locality 
is named after Kannada writer 
M.K. Indira.

Beyond the debate over infra-
structure, the discussion high-
lighted something deeper about 
Bengaluru — its ability to sur-
prise people. It is a city where 
technology campuses stand 
alongside heritage spaces, 
where modern lifestyles meet 
traditional neighbourhoods, 
and where a single road can cap-
ture the energy of  an entire 
generation.

Indiranagar’s 100 Feet Road 
may not represent the whole of  
Bengaluru, but it reflects a vi-
sion of  what urban life can be-
come when design, greenery 
and human interaction come 
together. In a city constantly 
changing, it remains a remind-
er that the soul of  a place often 
lives in its streets.

Telangana Tribal Girl Kannibai’s 
Everest Base Camp Dream

In a remote corner of  Telan-
gana, where opportunities of-
ten remain as distant as the 
mountain peaks she dreams 
of  conquering, a young tribal 
woman is preparing for the 
biggest challenge of  her life. 
Kannibai from Bhimangondi 
village in Kerameri Mandal 
of  Kumuram Bheem Asifabad 
district is set to embark on an 
extraordinary journey — a 
trek to the Everest Base Camp, 
carrying with her the hopes 
of  her community and the 
dream of  proudly unfurling 
the national flag at the world’s 
highest mountain’s foothills.

Kannibai’s journey has nev-
er been an easy climb. Belong-
ing to the Kolam tribal com-
munity, she grew up facing 
financial struggles and limit-
ed resources. Yet, difficult cir-
cumstances never stopped her 
from pursuing her passion for 
mountaineering.

Her biggest source of  inspi-
ration was her father Jaitu. 
When he passed away on Jan-
uary 1, 2020, he left behind 
words that became a lifelong 
motivation for her — encour-
aging her to succeed despite 
challenges. Just a day after 
his funeral, Kannibai partici-
pated in the World Rappelling 
Competition at Araku Valley 
in Visakhapatnam and creat-
ed a remarkable achievement 
by winning four gold medals.

Since then, she has contin-
ued to prove that determina-
tion can overcome limita-
tions. In 2019, she won a gold 
medal after scaling Mount 
Bhagirathi in Uttarakhand, 
reaching an altitude of  6,512 
feet. In 2022, she created an-
other milestone by hoisting 
the national flag on Mount 

Pangarchulla at a height of  
14,700 feet, bringing recogni-
tion to Telangana.

Now, her next destination is 
the Everest Base Camp. The 
expedition, scheduled to be-
gin on July 15, will conclude 
with her dream of  hoisting 
the tricolour on Independence 
Day, August 15, at an altitude 
of  5,364 metres above sea 
level.

However, reaching the base 
of  Mount Everest requires 
more than courage. It also de-
mands significant financial 
resources. The expedition 
cost is estimated at around Rs 
3.50 lakh, covering travel ex-
penses, Nepal government 
permits, airfare, specialised 
cold-weather equipment, in-

surance, food and other essen-
tial requirements.

Kannibai, who is currently 
pursuing her third year 
through distance education at 
Kakatiya University, does not 
have the financial means to 
independently fund the expe-
dition. The Integrated Tribal 
Development Agency (ITDA), 
Utnoor, has extended support 
by providing Rs 2.18 lakh, but 
she still needs additional as-
sistance to complete her 
dream.

Her words reflect the strug-
gles behind her achievements. 
“I belong to the Kolam tribe. I 
do not even have money to 
buy proper clothes. People ap-
preciate me when I return af-
ter climbing mountains, but 

they forget about me soon af-
ter,” she says.The Everest 
Base Camp trek itself  is con-
sidered a challenging adven-
ture, covering nearly 130 kilo-
metres over 12 to 14 days. The 
journey includes steep climbs, 
unpredictable weather, high-
altitude conditions and a 
route through the famous 
Sherpa villages of  Nepal.

For Kannibai, this expedi-
tion is not just about reaching 
a destination. It is about show-
ing that talent can emerge 
from the most unexpected 
places. From the tribal hills of  
Telangana to the mighty Him-
alayas, her journey repre-
sents courage, resilience and 
a dream that refuses to stay 
grounded.

Sri Lanka’s Cleanliness and 
Kindness Leave Traveller Amazed

Sometimes, the most memorable 
travel experiences are not created 
by famous landmarks or luxury 
stays, but by the everyday habits of  
ordinary people. For an Indian trav-
eller exploring Sri Lanka, the big-
gest discovery was not just the is-
land nation’s natural beauty, but the 
warmth, discipline and civic re-
sponsibility she witnessed along the 
way.

Sharing her experience on social 
media, the traveller described Sri 
Lanka as a place that left her 
amazed with its cleanliness, cultur-
al pride and the attitude of  its peo-
ple. She said the journey offered a 
fresh perspective on how communi-
ties can preserve their surround-
ings and maintain public spaces 
despite facing economic and social 
challenges.

During her seven-day trip, cover-
ing nearly 700 kilometres across the 
country, she noticed well-main-
tained roads and organised sur-
roundings. What surprised her 
most was the absence of  potholes 
during the long journey, a detail she 
felt reflected the importance given 
to public infrastructure.

Her observations went beyond 
roads and facilities. She was par-
ticularly impressed by the behav-
iour of  people in everyday situa-
tions. Recalling a moment during 
the trip, she described a traffic situ-
ation on a narrow two-way road 
where her cab driver and another 
motorist approached each other 
from opposite directions.

Initially, she expected a typical 
argument between drivers. Instead, 
both drivers simply exchanged 
smiles, laughed, adjusted their vehi-

cles and managed to clear the situa-
tion within minutes. The simple act 
of  patience and cooperation left the 
travellers surprised.

“We blinked in wonder,” she re-
called, describing the experience as 
a reminder that small gestures can 
reveal the character of  a society.

The traveller also praised Sri 
Lanka’s beaches, which she found 
remarkably clean and free from 
plastic waste, paper and other litter. 
For her, the cleanliness of  public 
spaces reflected the responsibility 
c i t iz ens  fe l t  towards  their 
environment.

She highlighted that Sri Lanka’s 
challenges, including economic dif-
ficulties faced by the country, have 
not stopped people from taking 
pride in maintaining their commu-
nities. According to her, the sense of  
duty among citizens was visible in 
their daily actions.

Another aspect that impressed 
her was the hospitality of  locals. 
She described Sri Lankan people as 

soft-spoken, friendly and eager to 
help visitors. Even when language 
became a barrier, many locals used 
gestures and signs to guide travel-
lers and ensure they received 
assistance.

The post sparked conversations 
online, with many users discussing 
the importance of  civic responsibil-
ity and community participation. 
Several people agreed that cleanli-
ness and public behaviour are not 
only dependent on government ef-
forts but also on citizens’ willing-
ness to contribute.

For the traveller, Sri Lanka of-
fered more than scenic landscapes 
and cultural experiences. It provid-
ed a lesson in how kindness, disci-
pline and respect for shared spaces 
can shape the identity of  a nation.

Her journey became a reminder 
that the true beauty of  a country is 
often reflected not only in its monu-
ments and natural wonders, but 
also in the everyday actions of  its 
people.
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Jyothi Sureka Vennam Shines With Archery World Cup Silver
Andhra Pradesh’s ace arch-

er Jyothi Sureka Vennam, 
along with teammates Prithi-
ka Pradeep and Chikitha Ta-
niparthi, won the silver medal 
in the Women’s Compound 
Team event at the Archery 
World Cup Stage 4 held in Ma-
drid. The achievement has 
brought pride to India and 
Andhra Pradesh, with the 
team delivering a strong per-
formance against some of  the 
world’s top archers.

The Indian trio showcased 
excellent coordination, con-
sistency and skill throughout 
the competition to secure the 
second position. Their perfor-
mance once again highlighted 

India’s growing strength in in-
ternational compound ar-
chery and the rising potential 
of  Indian women athletes on 
the global stage.

Jyothi Sureka Vennam has 
emerged as one of  India’s 
most successful compound 
archers, representing the 
country in several prestigious 
international competitions. 
Hailing from Andhra Pradesh, 
she has consistently brought 
recognition to the state 
through her achievements 
and has become an inspira-
tion for young athletes aspir-
ing to make a mark in sports.

Known for her accuracy, dis-
cipline and dedication, Jyothi 

has played a significant role in 
promoting compound archery 
in India. Her journey reflects 
years of  hard work, rigorous 
training and commitment to 
excellence. Her achievements 
at national and international 
events have established her as 
one of  the leading figures in 
Indian archery.

The silver medal at the Ar-
chery World Cup Stage 4 adds 
another important achieve-
ment to Jyothi’s illustrious ca-
reer. Along with Prithika 
Pradeep and Chikitha Tani-
parthi, she displayed excep-
tional teamwork and determi-
nation while competing 
against strong international 

opponents.
CM N Chandrababu Naidu 

congratulated the Indian 
women’s compound archery 
team for their remarkable 
achievement. He praised Jy-
othi Sureka Vennam’s contin-
ued excellence on the interna-
tional stage and said Andhra 
Pradesh was proud of  her ac-
complishments. He described 
her as a daughter of  the state 
whose success inspires young 
athletes  across  Andhra 
Pradesh.Naidu highlighted 
the importance of  encourag-
ing sporting talent and sup-
porting athletes who bring 
recognition to the country 
through their performances. 

He expressed confidence that 
Jyothi and her teammates 
would continue to achieve 
greater success in future in-
ternational competitions.

Jyothi Sureka Vennam’s lat-
est medal has further strength-
ened her reputation as a 
world-class archer and a sym-
bol of  sporting excellence 
from Andhra Pradesh. Her 
achievements continue to mo-
tivate aspiring sportspersons 
and showcase the talent 
emerging from the state. With 
several major events ahead, 
she remains a key figure in In-
dia’s efforts to achieve greater 
success in inter national 
archery.

Shashank Singh Denies Assault Allegations
Punjab Kings cricketer 

Shashank Singh has strongly 
denied the allegations made 
against him and his family in 
a recently registered assault 
case, claiming that the com-
plaint was fabricated as part of  
a conspiracy to extort money 
and tarnish his reputation.

In a detailed statement 
shared on social media, 
Shashank said the FIR filed by 
a former cook was false and in-
tended to exploit his public im-
age for financial gain. He al-
leged that the accusations 
were part of  a deliberate at-
tempt to defame him and his 
family.

Last month, Ratibad police 
in Bhopal registered a case 
against Shashank Singh and 
his father, retired Special Di-
rector General of  Police 
Shailesh Singh, following a 
complaint alleging that they 
assaulted a cook employed at 
their residence and stole his 
mobile phone. Shashank has 
categorically denied all the 
allegations.

Expressing disappointment 

over the incident, the cricketer 
said many people had judged 
him without knowing the facts. 
He stated that he was unfairly 
portrayed as someone who had 
assaulted a poor worker and 
described the episode as a life-
changing experience.

Shashank claimed the cook 
had displayed suspicious be-
haviour during his brief  em-
ployment, alleging that he fre-
quently wandered around the 

house, took photographs and 
shared them with others. Ac-
cording to him, the individual 
was dismissed from work on 
the third day and left the resi-
dence without any injuries.

He further alleged that the 
complainant had a criminal 
history, claiming police re-
cords showed nine previous 
FIRs, including cases related to 
attempted murder, robbery, as-
sault, criminal intimidation 

and offences under the SC/ST 
Act. Shashank also claimed the 
individual used multiple iden-
t i t i e s  t o  c o n c e a l  h i s 
background.

Questioning the registration 
of  the case, Shashank said he 
was surprised that the police 
acted without hearing his fam-
ily's version. He also dismissed 
reports linking him to the al-
leged incident on April 30, 
pointing out that he was par-
ticipating in an IPL match on 
that day and accusing sections 
of  the media of  publishing re-
p o r t s  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r 
fact-checking.

The Punjab Kings batter 
urged the public to exercise 
caution while hiring domestic 
workers, recommending that 
they be recruited only through 
registered agencies after thor-
ough police verification. He 
concluded by expressing confi-
dence that the truth would ul-
timately prevail.

The matter is currently un-
der police investigation, and 
no official findings have been 
announced.

Messi Clashes with Referee 
During Argentina Win

Argentina captain Lionel 
Messi was involved in a heated 
exchange with referee João Pin-
heiro during his team's FIFA 
World Cup knockout match 
against Switzerland, with the 
on-field confrontation becom-
ing one of  the major talking 
points despite Argentina's dra-
matic victory.

The incident occurred in the 
first half  when Switzerland 
was awarded a free kick. As 
Messi stood in Argentina's de-
fensive wall, referee Pinheiro 
instructed him to move back to 
the required distance. Unhappy 
with the referee's tone, Messi 
reportedly responded by asking 
him to speak respectfully, in-
sisting that he had addressed 
the official politely and should 
be treated the same way.

The match proved to be a 
frustrating one for the Argen-
tine captain, who failed to score 
for the first time in the tourna-
ment. Switzerland's disciplined 
defence successfully contained 
Messi throughout the regula-
tion period, leaving the score 
tied at 1-1 after 90 minutes.

Another controversial mo-
ment came later in the match 
when referee Pinheiro, follow-
ing a Video Assistant Referee 
(VAR) review, sent off  Swiss 
striker Breel Embolo with a red 

card for simulation. The dis-
missal forced Switzerland to 
continue with 10 players, giving 
Argentina a numerical advan-
tage during extra time.

Argentina capitalised on the 
opportunity by scoring two 
goals in extra time to secure a 
hard-fought victory and book 
its place in the semi-finals. 
While the result kept Argenti-
na's World Cup hopes alive, the 
exchange between Messi and 
the referee drew widespread at-
tention among football fans and 
pundits.

João Pinheiro, 38, is an expe-
rienced Portuguese referee who 
has officiated several major in-

ternational competitions. He 
made his debut in Portugal's 
top division in 2015 and re-
ceived his FIFA badge a year 
later. Since then, he has han-
dled matches in the UEFA 
Champions League, UEFA Eu-
ropa League and the 2025 UEFA 
Super Cup before being ap-
pointed to officiate at the 2026 
FIFA World Cup.

Although the match ended in 
Argentina's favour, Messi's con-
frontation with the referee and 
the controversial red card deci-
sion have sparked intense de-
bate, adding another dramatic 
chapter to an already thrilling 
World Cup campaign.

Argentina Football Great Antonio Rattin Dies at 89
Former Argentina captain 

Antonio Ubaldo Rattin, one of  
the country's most celebrated 
footballers and a figure closely 
associated with the introduc-
tion of  the yellow and red card 
system in football, has passed 
away at the age of  89. His death 
has prompted an outpouring of  
tributes from across the foot-
ball world.

The Argentine Football As-
sociation (AFA) expressed deep 
sorrow over his demise, with 
president Claudio Tapia de-
scribing Rattin as a legendary 
captain and an enduring icon 
of  Argentine football whose 
contributions to the game will 
never be forgotten.

Rattin became a central fig-
ure in football history during 
the 1966 FIFA World Cup quar-
ter-final between Argentina 
and England. In that match, 
German referee Rudolf  Kre-
itlein ordered the Argentine 
captain off  the field. At the 
time, football did not have the 
yellow and red card system to 
communicate disciplinary de-

cisions clearly.
Believing the decision to be 

unfair and unable to under-
stand the referee due to the lan-
guage barrier, Rattin protested 
on the pitch, demanding an in-
terpreter. The incident gained 
worldwide attention when he 
staged a symbolic protest by 
sitting on the red carpet re-
served for the British royal 
family, creating one of  the most 

memorable moments in World 
Cup history.

The controversy highlighted 
the need for a universal method 
of  communicating referees' de-
cisions to players and specta-
tors. As a result, FIFA officially 
introduced the yellow and red 
card system at the 1970 FIFA 
World Cup, revolutionising the 
way disciplinary actions were 
handled in football.

Rattin spent his entire club 
career with Boca Juniors from 
1956 to 1970, making 382 ap-
pearances and helping the Ar-
gentine giants win four league 
titles. Renowned for his leader-
ship and commanding pres-
ence in midfield, he became 
one of  the club's greatest-ever 
players.

He also represented Argen-
tina at the 1962 and 1966 FIFA 
World Cups and captained the 
national team with distinction. 
Following his retirement from 
professional football, Rattin re-
mained active in the sport as a 
coach and later entered public 
life through politics.

Widely respected for his pas-
sion, leadership and commit-
ment to the game, Antonio Rat-
tin leaves behind a lasting 
legacy that extends far beyond 
his playing career. His influ-
ence on football history, par-
ticularly through the events 
that led to the introduction of  
yellow and red cards, ensures 
that his name will always hold 
a special place in the sport.

BCCI Makes Two Changes 
to India Squads

The Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
announced two changes to the 
Indian squads for the upcom-
ing ODI series against Eng-
land and the T20I series 
against Zimbabwe after inju-
ries ruled out Harshit Rana 
and Varun Chakravarthy.

Fast bowler Prince Yadav 
has been named as Harshit 
Rana's replacement for the 
three-match ODI series 
against England, while leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi has re-
placed Varun Chakravarthy 
in the squad for the T20I series 
against Zimbabwe.

According to the BCCI, Har-
shit Rana reported discomfort 
in his right thigh during the 
third T20I against England. 
Medical scans later confirmed 
a Grade 1 muscle injury, forc-
ing him to miss the ODI series. 
He will now report to the BC-

CI's Centre of  Excellence for 
rehabilitation.

Varun Chakravarthy has 
also been ruled out after sus-
taining a Grade 2 injury to his 
left thigh. As a result, he will 
not be available for the three-
match T20I series against Zim-
babwe. Ravi Bishnoi, who is 
already with the Indian team 
in England, has been drafted 
i n t o  t h e  s q u a d  a s  h i s 
replacement.

The ODI series against Eng-
land will begin on July 14 at 
Edgbaston, followed by match-
es at Sophia Gardens on July 
16 and Lord's on July 19. India 
will then travel to Harare for a 
three-match T20I series 
against Zimbabwe, with 
matches scheduled for July 23, 
25 and 26.

Shubman Gill will lead In-
dia in the ODI series, with Ro-
hit Sharma, Virat Kohli, 

Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, Ishan 
Kishan, Jasprit Bumrah, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, Wash-
ington Sundar, Shivam Dube, 
Arshdeep Singh, Prasidh 
Krishna, Gurnoor Brar and 
Prince Yadav also included in 
the squad.

For the Zimbabwe T20Is, 
Shreyas Iyer will captain the 
side, which features Vaibhav 
Suryavanshi, Abhishek Shar-
ma, Tilak Varma, Ishan Kis-
han, Shivam Dube, Rinku Sin-
gh, Harsh Dubey, Prince 
Yadav, Yash Thakur, Ashok 
Shar ma, Mayank Yadav, 
Prabhsimran Singh, Sury-
a n s h  S h e d g e  a n d  R av i 
Bishnoi.

The changes come as India 
prepares for a busy interna-
tional schedule, with the selec-
tors aiming to maintain squad 
balance despite the injury 
setbacks.

Hyderabad E-Champions, 
Khammam Aces Set for TG20 Final

The inaugural Telangana Crick-
et League (TG20) is set for a thrill-
ing conclusion as Hyderabad E-
Champions take on Khammam 
Aces in the grand final at the Rajiv 
Gandhi International Stadium in 
Uppal on Sunday. The title clash, 
scheduled to begin at 7.30 pm, 
promises an exciting contest be-
tween the tournament's two best-
performing teams.

Hyderabad E-Champions en-
tered the playoffs as the standout 
side after winning all seven of  
their league matches. However, 
their unbeaten run came to an end 
when Khammam Aces stunned 
them in Qualifier 1. Hyderabad 
bounced back strongly by defeating 
Karimnagar Diamonds in Qualifi-
er 2 to secure another shot at the 
title.

Led by Abhirath Reddy, Hy-
derabad possess one of  the most 
balanced squads in the competi-
tion. Abhirath has been the tourna-
ment's leading run-scorer and the 
first batter to cross the 500-run 
mark this season. Opener Sai Vikas 
has provided solid starts, while 

Ganesh Gadugu and Vaishnav Red-
dy have strengthened the middle 
order with crucial contributions.

The bowling attack has been 
equally impressive. Ajay Dev Goud 
leads the wicket-taking charts with 
19 scalps and has consistently de-
livered early breakthroughs. Pac-
ers Akhil Rathod and Dev Mehta, 
along with spinners Pranav Varma 
and Shanmukh Ashwin, have 

played key roles in Hyderabad's 
successful campaign.

Khammam Aces, captained by 
experienced all-rounder C.V. 
Milind, will enter the final with 
confidence after being the only 
team to defeat Hyderabad in the 
tournament. The return of  leading 
batter Kodimela Himateja, who has 
scored 430 runs this season, further 
strengthens the batting unit. Open-

ers Paras Raj and Wafi Kachi have 
provided aggressive starts, while 
Sai Krishna, Mikel Jaiswal and 
Prateek Reddy have added stability 
in the middle order.

Khammam's bowling depart-
ment has also impressed, with Ved 
Reddy emerging as one of  the tour-
nament's top wicket-takers. Sup-
ported by Sahendra, Harshith Sai 
and Vidyanand, the bowling attack 
has consistently delivered under 
pressure.

Before the final, a closing cere-
mony will be held from 5.30 pm. 
Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap 
Shukla and TG20 brand ambassa-
dor and actor Vijay Deverakonda 
are expected to attend the event, 
while singer Rahul Sipligunj and 
his team will entertain the specta-
tors with a live performance.

A reserve day has been kept in 
place in case rain disrupts the fi-
nal. If  weather prevents the com-
pletion of  the match on both sched-
uled days, Hyderabad E-Champions 
and Khammam Aces will be de-
clared joint champions of  the inau-
gural TG20 season.
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Allu Arjun Reportedly Set to Play Four Roles in 'Raaka'
Excitement surrounding 

Raaka, the upcoming big-
budget film starring Allu Ar-
jun and directed by Atlee, has 
intensified after reports 
emerged that the actor will be 
seen in four different roles. Al-
though the makers have not of-
ficially confirmed the develop-
ment, the speculation has 
created a strong buzz among 
fans and the film industry, 
making the project one of  the 
most anticipated Indian films 
currently under production.

According to reports, Allu 
Arjun is expected to portray a 
grandfather, a father and two 
sons, making it the most ambi-
tious role of  his career. If  con-
firmed, Raaka will mark the 
first time the National Award-
winning actor takes on four 
distinct characters in a single 
film. The multiple roles are ex-

pected to span different gen-
erations, requiring unique 
looks, mannerisms and emo-
tional depth.

Initially, director Atlee re-
portedly planned the film with 
Allu Arjun playing only two 
characters, while different ac-
tors were to be cast for the fa-
ther and grandfather roles. 
However, the actor is believed 
to have expressed his desire to 
perform all four characters 
himself. After conducting de-
tailed look tests, the director 
and creative team were report-
edly impressed with the trans-
formations and decided that 
the move would strengthen the 
film's narrative and enhance 
its cinematic appeal.

Known for delivering visu-
ally grand commercial enter-
tainers, Atlee is mounting 
Raaka on a massive scale with 

advanced visual effects and in-
ternational production stand-
ards. The filmmaker has al-
ready promised audiences a 
never-before-seen cinematic 
experience with spectacular 
visuals and high-quality story-
telling aimed at viewers across 
the globe.

Bollywood actress Deepika 
Padukone has been cast as the 
female lead, bringing together 
one of  the biggest actor-direc-
tor combinations in Indian 
cinema. The collaboration be-
tween Allu Arjun, Atlee and 
Deepika has already generated 
enormous expectations among 
movie lovers.The film is cur-
rently being shot in Mumbai, 
with major sequences being 
filmed on elaborate sets. While 
the makers have maintained 
complete secrecy about the 
storyline and the reported 

multiple roles, the growing 
speculation has only added to 
the excitement surrounding 
the project.

An official announcement 
regarding Allu Arjun's charac-
ter details is still awaited. 
However, the reports have 
fueled anticipation for the 

film's first look and teaser. 
Scheduled for a grand world-
wide theatrical release in 2027, 
Raaka is expected to be one of  
the biggest pan-India releases 
of  the year and could feature 
one of  the most challenging 
performances of  Allu Arjun's 
career.

Mandakini's Latest Photos Delight Fans
Veteran actress Mandakini, 

who won the hearts of  Telugu 
audiences with her memorable 
performances in Simhasanam 
and Bhargava Ramudu, has 
once again caught the atten-
tion of  fans with her latest 
photographs from Manali. The 
actress, who has largely stayed 
away from films in recent 
years, shared glimpses of  her 
peaceful vacation on social me-
dia, receiving an overwhelm-
ing response from admirers.

Mandakini, best known in 
Telugu for portraying the 
'Vishakanya' alongside Super-
star Krishna in the blockbust-
er Simhasanam, looked grace-
ful in traditional Himachali 
attire during her visit to the 
picturesque hill station. Sur-
rounded by lush mountains 
and scenic landscapes, she 

posed with a flower-decorated 
traditional basket, reflecting 
the rich culture of  Himachal 
Pradesh.

Along with the pictures, the 
actress penned a heartfelt note 

about the joy of  reconnecting 
with nature. She described the 
mountains as a place of  peace, 
where the whispering pine 
trees, cool breeze and breath-
taking landscapes bring a 

sense of  calm and gratitude. 
She wrote that every sunrise in 
Manali feels like a blessing and 
every path tells a unique story, 
adding that some journeys 
h e l p  p e o p l e  re d i s c ove r 
themselves.

The photo g raphs have 
drawn praise from fans, many 
of  whom remarked that Man-
dakini continues to retain her 
elegance and charm despite be-
ing away from the silver screen 
for many years.

Mandakini became a house-
hold name across India with 
her iconic role in Raj Kapoor's 
Hindi classic Ram Teri Ganga 
Maili, which established her as 
one of  the leading actresses of  
her generation. She later ap-
peared in several successful 
Hindi films, including Dance 
Dance, Commando and Jeete 

Hain Shaan Se.In Telugu cine-
ma, she earned widespread 
recognition after the success 
of  Simhasanam in 1986 and 
later starred opposite Nanda-
muri Balakrishna in Bhargava 
Ramudu. Her performances in 
both films remain fondly re-
m e m b e r e d  b y  T e l u g u 
audiences.

Though she has stepped 
away from the film industry, 
Mandakini continues to stay 
connected with her admirers 
through social media, where 
she occasionally shares mo-
ments from her travels and 
personal life. Her latest pic-
tures from Manali have once 
again reminded fans of  the 
timeless grace and screen pres-
ence that made her one of  the 
most admired actresses of  the 
1980s.

Nagarjuna Celebrates 
Akhil's 'Lenin' Success

Veteran actor Nagarjuna Ak-
kineni expressed immense hap-
piness over the success of  his 
son Akhil Akkineni's latest film 
Lenin, saying the film has final-
ly given the young actor the 
breakthrough he truly de-
served. Speaking at the film's 
success celebration held in Hy-
derabad on Saturday, Nagarju-
na praised Akhil's dedication 
and perseverance throughout 
his career.

Produced by Nagarjuna and 
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi, 
Lenin stars Akhil Akkineni in 
the lead role and is directed by 
Murali Kishor Abburu. The 
film, featuring Bhagya Shri 
Borse as the female lead, was 
released on Friday and has re-
ceived a positive response from 
audiences.

Addressing the gathering, 
Nagarjuna said Akhil has al-
ways been deter mined to 
achieve his goals and has con-
sistently put in tremendous ef-
fort for every film. He noted that 
although Akhil had come close 
to success several times, Lenin 
has finally delivered the recog-
nition and commercial success 
he had been striving for.

The actor also recalled at-
tending the success celebra-

tions of  Thandel last year and 
said both Naga Chaitanya and 
Akhil are equally dear to him. 
He added that fans have always 
wished for the success of  both 
brothers and expressed joy that 
Lenin has fulfilled those expec-
tations. Nagarjuna also thanked 
actor Jr NTR for lending his 
voice to the film, affectionately 
referring to him as the family's 
"elder son."

Speaking at the event, Akhil 
Akkineni thanked audiences 
for embracing Lenin and over-
looking the disappointments of  
his previous films. He expressed 
gratitude for the overwhelming 
support shown by moviegoers 
and said the success has moti-
vated him to work even harder 
in the future.

Producer Suryadevara Naga 
Vamsi, actress Bhagya Shri 
Borse and other members of  the 
film's cast and crew also attend-
ed the success meet, celebrating 
the film's encouraging box of-
fice performance and positive 
audience response. With Lenin 
emerging as a significant mile-
stone in Akhil Akkineni's ca-
reer, the team expressed confi-
dence that the film would 
continue its successful run in 
theatres.

'Om' Enters Final Shooting Schedule in Malaysia
The final shooting schedule 

of  director Rajkumar Peri-
asamy's much-awaited action 
entertainer Om, star ring 
Dhanush and Malayalam super-
star Mammootty, has com-
menced in Malaysia. The film 
has generated significant buzz 
as it brings together an impres-
sive ensemble cast and is being 
mounted on a massive scale.

According to industry sourc-
es, filming began on Sunday in 
Malaysia, where the team is 
currently shooting key se-
quences. Videos of  Dhanush in-
teracting with fans and signing 
autographs in Malaysia have 
surfaced on social media, fur-
ther confirming the actor's 
presence at the overseas 
location.

While the makers had earlier 
announced October 16, 2026, as 
the film's worldwide release 
date, reports suggest that the re-
lease schedule may undergo a 
change. An official announce-
ment regarding the revised re-
lease date is expected in the 
coming weeks.

The film recently welcomed 
veteran Bollywood actor Na-
seeruddin Shah to its cast, add-
ing further strength to the star-
studded project. His inclusion 
has heightened anticipation 
among cinema lovers eager to 
see him share screen space with 
Dhanush and Mammootty.

The title teaser released ear-

lier hinted at an intense action 
drama centred on the illegal red 
sanders trade. Dhanush plays a 
woodcutter who stands up 
against authorities while pro-
tecting fellow labourers caught 
in dangerous circumstances. 
The teaser showcased action-
packed sequences and hinted at 
an emotionally driven story.

Interestingly, the film carries 
the tagline Chapter 1, suggest-
ing that the makers are plan-
ning a larger cinematic fran-
chise with future instalments.

Speaking during the title 
teaser launch, Wunderbar 
Films Head Sreyas described 
Om as one of  the biggest-budget 
films of  Dhanush's career. He 
also said the film would bring 
back the actor's vintage mass-
action image that fans have 
been eagerly waiting to see.

The film features Sai Pallavi 
and Sreeleela as the female 
leads, while Sai Abhyankkar 
has composed the music. Ezhil 
Arasu is handling cinematogra-
phy, Kalaivanan R is the editor, 
and Kavya Sriram is in charge 
of  costume design.

Om also marks Mammootty's 
much-anticipated collaboration 
with Dhanush. Earlier, the mak-
ers had welcomed the Malay-
alam superstar by expressing 
confidence that his presence 
would further elevate the pro-
ject. The film is jointly pro-
duced by Wunderbar Films and 
R Take Studios, making it one 
of  the biggest multilingual pro-
ductions currently in the mak-
ing. With its final schedule now 
underway, expectations are 
high for the action spectacle's 
release.

Cheating Case Filed Against Actor Arya in Hyderabad
A cheating case has been 

registered against Tamil ac-
tor Arya, also known as Jam-
shed C., and the producers of  
the Malayalam film Anan-
than Kaadu at the Jubilee 
Hills Police Station in Hy-
derabad over an alleged dis-
pute involving unpaid equip-
ment rental dues exceeding 
₹1.80 crore.

The complaint was lodged 
by Javed Ali, an accountant 
with Hyderabad-based Taher 
Cine Technique. According 
to the complaint, the produc-
tion team approached the 
company in February 2025 to 
hire high-end cameras and 
lighting equipment for the 
shooting of  Ananthan Kaadu. 
The equipment was trans-
ported from Hyderabad to 
Ke r a l a  f o r  t h e  f i l m ' s 
production.

The complainant alleged 
that the total rental amount 
for the equipment was ₹2.12 
crore, but a major portion of  
the payment remains unpaid 
despite repeated assurances 
from the producers. It was 
further alleged that the pro-
duction team had signed 
agreements promising to 
clear the outstanding dues, 
but failed to honour the 
commitment.

The complaint also states 
that repeated attempts to con-
tact the producers through 
phone calls and WhatsApp 
messages did not yield any 
response. The company fur-
ther alleged that when its 
manager demanded payment 
of  the pending amount, he 
was threatened by the pro-
ducer, actor Arya and the ac-
tor's personal assistant, 

Kishore.In the complaint, the 
company also claimed that 
the accused had allegedly ob-
tained interim relief  from a 
court in Kerala while con-
cealing material facts related 
to the financial dispute.

Based on the complaint, Ju-
bilee Hills police have regis-
tered a cheating case and ini-
tiated an investigation into 
the allegations. Officials said 
further action will be taken 
after examining the agree-
ments, financial records and 
other relevant evidence.

No official response from 
actor Arya or the producers 
of  Ananthan Kaadu has been 
issued regarding the allega-
tions at the time of  filing this 
report. The police investiga-
tion is currently underway, 
and further developments are 
awaited.

'Maa Inti 
Bangaram' Crosses 

`100 Crore Mark
Actress Samantha's latest 

film Maa Inti Bangaram has 
achieved a major box office 
milestone by crossing the ₹100 
crore gross worldwide, further 
strengthening its successful 
theatrical run. To celebrate 
the achievement, the film's 
team released a special video 
capturing Samantha's emo-
tional reaction after learning 
about the film's impressive 
collections.

Directed by Nandini Reddy, 
Maa Inti Bangaram was re-
leased on June 19 and has re-
ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse from audiences. The 
film has been praised for its 
engaging storyline, emotional 
depth and Samantha's power-
ful performance in the lead 
role, contributing significant-
ly to its commercial success.

The celebration video, 
shared by the makers on social 
media, shows Samantha react-
ing with joy and gratitude 
upon being informed that the 
film had entered the prestig-
ious ₹100 crore club. Her genu-
ine excitement and heartfelt 
response quickly went viral, 
with fans widely sharing the 
clip across social media 
platforms.

The actress, who has con-
sistently delivered memorable 
performances over the years, 
has received appreciation 
from both audiences and crit-

ics for carrying the film with 
confidence and emotional in-
tensity. The latest milestone 
has been viewed as another 
significant achievement in her 
successful career.

Director Nandini Reddy and 
the film's team also expressed 
gratitude to audiences for 
their overwhelming support, 
describing the success as a re-
sult of  the love and encourage-
ment shown by moviegoers 
worldwide. They credited the 
audience's positive word-of-
mouth for helping the film sus-
tain a strong run at the box 
office.

The ₹100 crore milestone 
places Maa Inti Bangaram 
among the notable Telugu 
blockbusters of  the year. With 
strong occupancy continuing 
in several centres and positive 
audience response remaining 
steady, the film is expected to 
add to its box office collections 
in the coming days.

The makers are expected to 
continue celebrating the film's 
success with more promotion-
al content and special events, 
while fans continue to applaud 
Samantha's performance and 
the team's achievement. The 
emotional reaction video has 
become one of  the most talked-
about moments on social me-
dia, reflecting the excitement 
surrounding the film's re-
markable box office journey.


