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Police Probe Ravan Gase Over Alleged Blackmail Videos

Kakinada,Gannavaram,
July 9 | TPN Bureau

The investigation into You-
Tuber Bachalakuri Joseph,
alias Ravan, has taken a new
turn with police claiming to
have found evidence suggest-
ing that he allegedly recorded
private videos of several wom-
en and used them for black-
mail. Police said the evidence
was gathered after examining
his mobile phone seized fol-
lowing his arrest on July 2 in
Sarpavaram, Kakinada
district.

According to police, forensic
examination of the device re-
vealed several videos involv-
ing different women. Investi-
gators suspect that some of
the videos were allegedly re-
corded using hidden cameras
at a studio in Hyderabad and
were used as part of an extor-
tion activity. Police are exam-
ining deleted data, WhatsApp
conversations and other digi-
tal evidence retrieved from the
phone.

Officials said a detailed
probe is underway into the al-
leged financial transactions
linked to Ravan’s activities.
Police also searched his resi-
dence at Narendranagar Colo-
ny in Ameenpur, Sangareddy
district, and seized documents
and records. An eight-member
team from Gannavaram police

searched, while Ameenpur po-
lice provided security.

Police appealed to women
who may have been affected to
come forward without fear
and assured that their identi-
ties would be kept
confidential.

The case has also triggered
a political controversy, with
the ruling coalition and YS-
RCP trading allegations over
the investigation and charges
against Ravan.

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu, while addressing a
public meeting at Banagana-
palle, criticised objectionable
content on social media and
alleged attempts to create so-
cial divisions.

“Some people are engaging
in malicious activities on so-
cial media. A person named
Ravan is making objectionable

remarks against mythology
and posting content about
Lord Rama and Sita. We will
not tolerate anyone attempt-
ing to incite religious hatred,”
Chandrababu said.

Former MP V. Vijaya Sai
Reddy condemned remarks
against Hindu beliefs and said
action should be taken against
those insulting religious
sentiments.

“Indian culture is magnifi-
cent. Society and law must
teach a fitting lesson to any-
one, irrespective of caste or
religion, who makes deroga-
tory remarks about our dei-
ties, Hinduism or the country,”
Vijaya Sai Reddy said.

Meanwhile, sections of
Communist groups opposed
the registration of stringent
charges, including UAPA,
against Ravan, arguing that

freedom of expression should
not be curtailed.

YSRCP leaders rejected alle-
gations of having links with
Ravan. Former minister Ka-
kani Govardhan Reddy said
the party only opposed the use
of serious legal provisions.

“Ravan alias Prasna Rao is
in no way associated with YS-
RCP. We opposed only the invo-
cation of serious sections like
UAPA against social media ac-
tivists,” he said.

Former minister Ambati
Rambabu alleged political mo-
tives behind the action, stating
that YSRCP would stand with
those affected by what he
called vindictive measures.

Police said the investigation
is continuing to verify allega-
tions, analyse financial links
and determine whether others
were involved.

CM Naidu Announces 72.7 Lakh Pattadar Passhooks hy 2027

Banaganapalle, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Wednesday an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment will distribute 72,70,605
Pattadar Passbooks across
9,833 villages by March 2027,
reaffirming its commitment to
resolve long-pending land dis-
putes and ensure secure land
ownership for every citizen.

Participating in the Mee
Bhoomi-Mee Hakku pro-
gramme at Banaganapalle in

Govt Clears 2750 Crore Naidu RESO'VQS LOI1

Nandyal district, the Chief
Minister distributed Pattadar
Passbooks to farmers and later
addressed a public meeting. He

‘City of Lakesand
Tanks’ Project

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

“Restoring traditional water
systems and integrating them
with modern infrastructure
will enhance Tirupati’s cli-
mate resilience, reduce flood
risks and improve groundwa-
ter security,” Principal Secre-
tary, MA&UD Department, S.
Suresh Kumar said on
Thursday.

The State government has
accorded in-principle approval
for the proposed 750 crore “Cli-
mate Resilient Integrated Wa-
ter Management in Tirupati
Urban Development Area” pro-
ject to develop Tirupati as a
“City of Lakes and Tanks.”

The project, proposed by
Tirupati Urban Development
Authority (TUDA), aims to re-
store the city’s historic water
systems and transform Tiru-
pati into a model for lake reju-
venation, flood mitigation and

sustainable urban
development.

Tirupati’s traditional net-
work of lakes, tanks and natu-
ral drainage channels once
supported flood control and
groundwater recharge. How-
ever, rapid urbanisation, en-
croachments and pollution
weakened the system, with the
2021 floods highlighting the
city’s vulnerability.

The project focuses on reju-
venation of around 25 water
bodies, restoration of inter-
linkages, strengthening of
storm water management sys-
tems, prevention of P3

Topudurthi Prakash Reddy Arrested

Anantapur, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Former Raptadu MLA and
YSRCP leader Topudurthi
Prakash Reddy was arrested
on Thursday following escalat-
ing tensions with Madakasira
TDP MLA M.S. Raju over alle-
gations and counter-allega-
tions between the two leaders.

Police deployed heavy secu-
rity at Prakash Reddy’s resi-
dence in Srinagar Colony,
Anantapur, as a precautionary
measure. He was taken into
custody after staging a protest
against the security arrange-
ments. YSRCP activists at-
tempted to obstruct the arrest,

leading to brief tension in the
area. P3

said the government is restor-
ing people’s ownership over
their properties by issuing
passbooks bearing the official

State Emblem (Raj Mudra), re-
placing past practices.

“The government is commit-
ted to resolving land disputes
and restoring confidence
among landowners. This is not
merely an administrative exer-
cise but a sacred mission to
safeguard people’s property
rights,” he said.

Addressing the gathering,
Naidu alleged that the previ-
ous YSRCP government creat-
ed widespread land-related is-
sues by arbitrarily bringing

lands under Section 22-A and
encouraging disputes. He de-
scribed the Land Titling Act
introduced earlier as a “black
law” that created fear among
landowners and complicated
land administration. He said
the coalition government re-
pealed the Act immediately af-
ter assuming office.

He further stated that the
government has taken up a
mission-mode programme to
correct land records and elimi-
nate irregularities.

g-Pending

2,074-Acre Land Dispute

Banaganapalle, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Wednesday
brought significant relief to
farmers in Gutupalli village of
Bethamcherla mandal by en-
suring the removal of 2,074
acres from the prohibited 22-A
list. The move benefited 897
farmers who had long strug-
gled with restrictions on their
lands.

Participating in the Mee
Bhoomi-Mee Hakku pro-
gramme in Banaganapalle,
Nandyal district, the Chief
Minister personally visited the
Tahsildar office and oversaw
the administrative process to

resolve the issue. Farmers
from Gutupalli had earlier sub-
mitted a representation to him
during his visit to Dhone on
March 9, seeking removal of
their lands from the 22-A list.
During the review, the Dis-

trict Registrar informed the
Chief Minister that the online
process was pending due to the
absence of formal orders from
the District Collector. Acting
immediately, the District Col-
lector handed over the P3

TTD Gears Up for Twin Srivari Brahmotsavams

Tirumala, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

TTD Additional Executive
Officer Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary directed all Heads
of Departments (HoDs) to pre-
pare comprehensive plans and
complete arrangements within
timelines for the twin Srivari
Brahmotsavams scheduled
this year due to Adhika Masa.A
review meetingwas held at the
Sudharma Conference Hall in
Tirumala by the Additional EO
along with Tirupati Joint Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. A. Sharath
and CVSO Murali Krishna to
review departmental prepared-
ness.The Salakatla Brahmotsa-
vams will commence with Koil
Alwar Thirumanjanam on Sep-
tember 8, followed by Ankurar-
panam on September 14 and
Dwajarohanam on September
15. Major events include Garu-
da Vahanam on September 19,
Rathotsavam on September 22

and Chakrasnanam on Sep-
tember 23. Vahana Sevas will
be conducted daily from 8 AM
to 10 AM and 7 PM to 9
PM.Venkaiah Chowdary said
VIP break darshan would re-
main cancelled for all catego-
ries except protocol dignitar-
ies. Darshan facilities for
senior citizens, persons with
disabilities, parents with in-
fants, NRIs and donors will
also remain suspended.He in-
structed officials to ensure se-
curity, traffic management,
parking facilities, Anna Prasa-
dam services, sanitation and
electrical decorations. Engi-

neering works should be com-
pleted on time, he said.

Two-wheelers will be re-
stricted on Tirumala Ghat
Roads from 9 PM on September
18 to 6 AM on September 20 due
to heavy traffic during Garuda
Seva.TTD Chief Engineer
Satya Narayana, Deputy Exec-
utive Officers Lokanatham,
Bhaskar, Rajendra and Soman-
na Narayana, Garden Deputy
Director Srinivasulu, CMO Dr.
Kusuma Kumari, DE Chandra
Sekhar, VGO Surendra, Cater-
ing Special Officer G.L.N. Sas-
try and other officials
participated.

Lokesh Courts Korean

Investment, Proposes
AP-Korea Desk

Seoul, South Korea, July 9 |
TPN Bureau

On the fifth day of his visit to
South Korea, Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Education, IT and
Electronics Nara Lokesh met
Eui-hae Cecilia Chung, Vice
Minister for Political Affairs at
South Korea’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, in Seoul and posi-
tioned Andhra Pradesh as a
reliable destination for Korean
investments.

During the meeting, Lokesh
outlined the state’s 3S govern-
ance model—Speed, Stability
and Service—assuring policy
continuity, swift approvals and
proactive government support
for investors. He invited Kore-
an companies to consider

Andhra Pradesh as their pre-
ferred manufacturing and in-
vestment hub in India, high-
lighting competitive land
pricing, attractive incentives
and investor-friendly policies.
Emphasizing the evolving
global geopolitical landscape,
Lokesh said Andhra Pradesh
has emerged as a stable and
trusted manufacturing base on
India’s eastern coast. He noted
that the state offers global com-
panies a dependable alterna-
tive for building resilient sup-
ply chains. He encouraged
Korean businesses to explore
opportunities across sectors
including heavy industries,
green energy, consumer g(bo:;ls,
modern retail, o

No Question of Privatising
APSRTC, Says Krishna Bahu

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

There is no question of pri-
vatising the Andhra Pradesh
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (APSRTC), and the gov-
ernment’s aim is to create a
modern public transport sys-
tem through electric buses,
Special Chief Secretary of the
State Transport Department
M.T. Krishna Babu said on
Thursday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the State Secretariat,
Krishna Babu said rumours
about transferring APSRTC as-
sets, depots and lands to pri-
vate entities were baseless. He
clarified that all corporation-
owned lands, buildings and as-
sets would remain under AP-
SRTC ownership. Private
companies supplying electric
buses would only use designat-

ed premises for service opera-
tions during the contract
period.

He said the introduction of
electric buses is part of the
Central Government’s PM e-
Bus Sewa Scheme, under
which 10,000 buses have been
sanctioned nationwide for cit-
ies with populations above five
lakh across 22 States and six
Union Territories.

Krishna Babu said 26% of
APSRTC’ P3

Pawan Kalyan Galls for Stronger
Grassroots Connect by Janasena Leaders

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Janasena Party president
and Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan has directed the
party’s elected representatives
to strengthen their engage-
ment with people and cadres at
the grassroots level by imple-
menting party programmes in
a systematic manner.Address-
ing a Janasena Legislative Par-
ty meeting held in Vijayawada
on Thursday night, Pawan
Kalyan provided guidance to
party MPs, ML.Cs and MLAs on
organisational activities and
public outreach initiatives.He
said all elected representatives
must remain accessible to the
public, understand their issues
directly and take steps for
speedy resolution. “We must
move forward by upholding the
trust people have placed in us.
It is our responsibility to con-
nect more deeply with the pub-
lic and Janasena cadres at the
grassroots level,” he said.

Pawan Kalyan stressed the
need to stand by every ‘Veera
Mahila’ and ‘Jana Sainik’ who
worked for the party and un-

derstand their challenges. He
instructed leaders to strictly
follow the schedule of pro-
grammes issued by the party
central office and regularly
share feedback received from
people and cadres.During the
meeting, elected representa-
tives who served as observers
for parliamentary constituen-
cies and gathered details on the
party’s organisational
structure P3

Modi Highlights India’s
Glohal Trust, Economic Rise

Melbourne, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said In-
dia’s global standing is rooted
in its inclusive approach, as-
serting that the country ex-
tends help to nations without
considering “the color of their
passports,” which has earned
it widespread international
trust.

Addressing nearly 30,000
members of the Indian dias-
pora at the ‘Melbourne Meets
Modi’ event at Marvel Stadi-
um, Modi referred to ‘Opera-

tion Amistad’ undertaken in
Venezuela following a devas-
tating earthquake,

P3
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TTD Gears Up for Grand Sri
Mahalakshmi Deepa Puja

Chandragiri, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthan-
ams (TTD) has made elaborate ar-
rangements for the grand Sri Ma-
halakshmi Deepa Puja scheduled
to be held on July 10 at 6 PM at the
Sri Kodandarama Swamy Temple
premises in Chandragiri.

TTD JEO Dr. A. Sarath, who in-
spected the arrangements on
Thursday, directed officials to en-
sure seamless coordination across
departments and provide all neces-
sary facilities for devotees. He em-
phasised that no inconvenience
should be caused to the thousands
expected to attend the spiritual
event.The arrangements include
spacious sheds, mats, materials re-
quired for the Deepa Puja, Annap-
rasadam distribution centres,

drinking water, LED screens and
temporary restrooms. Additional
sanitation staff have also been de-
ployed to maintain cleanliness
during the programme.

Dr. A. Sarath further instructed
the Electrical and Garden depart-
ments to enhance the temple’s am-
bience with decorative lighting
and floral arrangements to create
a spiritually uplifting
atmosphere.

He also announced that the
event will be telecast live on the Sri
Venkateswara Bhakti Channel
(SVBC), enabling devotees across
the region to witness the
ceremony.

Deputy EO Nagarathna, VGO
Giridhar, DE Saraswathi, officials
from various departments and
SVBC representatives participated
in the review meeting.

SC Sub-Plan Funds Must Reach
Intended Beneficiaries Says Minister

Amaravati, July 09 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Dola Sri Bala Veer-
anjaneya Swamy directed offi-
cials to ensure 100 per cent uti-
lisation of the SC Sub-Plan
funds allocated for the current
financial year by January,
warning that any misuse of the
funds would not be tolerated. He
was speaking at a Nodal Agency
meeting held under his chair-
manship at the State Secretariat
in Amaravati on Thursday to
review the utilisation of SC
Sub-Plan allocations.

The Minister reviewed de-
partment-wise expenditure and
said the State had allocated Rs.
20,643 crore under the SC Sub-
Plan this year. He instructed all
departments to prepare action
plans and utilise the funds effi-
ciently within the stipulated

timeline.

Dola Sri Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy stressed that every ru-
pee under the SC Sub-Plan must
be spent exclusively for the wel-
fare of Scheduled Castes. He
also urged departments to effec-
tively utilise Central govern-
ment schemes and funds. The
Minister said Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu is commit-
ted to the overall development
of Scheduled Castes and called
on officials to work with sincer-
ity to achieve that objective.

APCRDA, Barheque Nation Offer
90 Jobs for AmaravatiYouth

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Authori-
ty (APCRDA) has partnered
with Barbeque Nation to pro-
vide employment opportuni-
ties to unemployed youth from
the Amaravati Capital Region
through a special recruitment
drive.

The initiative aims to fill 50
vacancies at Barbeque Nation
outlets in Hyderabad. Candi-
dates aged 18 years and above
with Class 10, Intermediate or
Graduation qualifications are
eligible to apply.

Selected candidates will un-
dergo three months of on-the-

job training with a monthly
stipend of 6,000 before being
appointed to permanent posi-
tions. Class 10 candidates will
receive a minimum salary of
12,000 per month, while gradu-
ates will get at least 14,000 de-
pending on their roles.

Vacancies are available for
Cashier, Front Office Execu-
tive, Receptionist, Steward,
Captain, Banquet Supervisor,
Chef and other hospitality po-
sitions. The company will pro-
vide free accommodation and
meals during training and af-
ter appointment. APCRDA’s
Social Development Depart-
ment has encouraged eligible
youth to register for the re-
cruitment drive.

Kollu Ravindra Highlights
Infrastructure Push

Machilipatnam, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Kollu Ravindra on
Thursday said the AP govern-
ment is committed to strength-
ening land ownership rights
and improving infrastructure
in the Machilipatnam Assem-
bly constituency.

Participating in the ‘Mee
Bhoomi Mee Hakku’ pro-
gramme at Gokavaram village
and inaugurating drinking wa-
ter pipeline works at Campbell-
pet in Machilipatnam Rural
mandal along with APSRTC
Chairman Konakalla Naraya-
na Rao, he said the govern-
ment was focusing on trans-
parent governance and better
public amenities.

Ravindra said Pattadar Pass-
books bearing the State em-
blem are being issued after a
comprehensive land resurvey
to ensure secure ownership

rights. He said 2,817 beneficiar-
ies received passbooks after
the resurvey in five villages of
Bandaru North mandal and
Nelakurru village in South
mandal.

He announced that 200 crore
has been sanctioned under Jal
Jeevan Mission to provide
household tap connections in
Machilipatnam. He added that
road works worth 37 crore
have been completed and devel-
opment projects, including
Machilipatnam Port, are pro-
gressing to generate
employment

ANDHRAPRADESH

APSRIC Gears Up for Electric Mobility

Revolutionwith 1,050 E-Buses

Sreeja Rachabathuni

Vijayawada: Andhra Pradesh
is set to transform its public
transport system with the in-
troduction of 1,050 electric bus-
es under the PM e-Bus Sewa
Scheme. The Centre has sanc-
tioned the buses for 11 cities in
the State, with tenders for 750
buses finalised through Con-
vergence Energy Services Lim-
ited (CESL), while the remain-
ing 300 are under process. The
project includes 145.39 crore
for charging infrastructure
and incentives worth nearly

1,774 crore.

The initiative aims to pro-
mote clean, sustainable and ef-
ficient urban mobility while
improving passenger conveni-
ence through modern electric
buses. The State government
and APSRTC are working to-
wards gradually replacing die-
sel buses with electric
vehicles.

M.T. Krishna Babu, Princi-
pal Secretary of the State
Transport Department, said
the government’s objective is to
establish a modern public
transport system through elec-
tric mobility. He clarified that
the programme is being imple-
mented under the Central Gov-
ernment’s PM e-Bus Sewa
Scheme.

“The Centre has sanctioned
10,000 electric buses across the
country for cities with popula-
tions exceeding five lakh. Un-
der a uniform policy, buses are
being allocated to 22 States and
six Union Territories. Andhra
Pradesh is also benefiting from
this national programme,”
Krishna Babu said.

He explained that electric
buses would be operated
through the Gross Cost Con-
tract (GCC) model to ensure
faster adoption of technology.
Under this system, operators
will provide and maintain bus-
es, while APSRTC will contin-
ue managing routes, schedul-
ing and passenger services.

Krishna Babu said APSRTC
has already been following the
hire model, with around 26 %
of its diesel fleet operating un-
der this system and 74% owned
by the corporation. “Electric
buses will also follow a similar
model to facilitate a smooth
transition towards green mo-
bility,” he said.

APSRTC currently operates
10,661 buses, including 8,012
owned buses and 2,649 hired
buses. Under the Andhra
Pradesh State Electric Mobility
Policy, the corporation aims to
convert its entire fleet into elec-
tric buses by 2029. Future pro-
curements will focus mainly on
air-conditioned electric buses
to improve passenger comfort.

The corporation is already
operating 100 electric buses un-
der the FAME-II scheme on
routes including Tirupati-Tiru-

mala, Tirupati-Nellore, Tirupa-
ti-Kadapa and Madanapalle. Of-
ficials said the buses have
reduced fuel consumption and
emissions while improving
passenger experience.

The first phase of 750 electric
buses will operate from 12 de-
pots, including Vidyadhara-
puram in Vijayawada, Gun-
tur-2, Nellore-2, Rajahmundry,
Gajuwaka, Kakinada, Kadapa,
Kurnool and Anantapur.
Charging infrastructure works
have started at various
locations.

APSRTC management has
assured that the transition will
not affect employees and staff
will be redeployed according to
operational requirements.

Meanwhile, some employee
unions have expressed con-
cerns, alleging that the move
could lead to gradual privatisa-
tion of APSRTC. They have
urged the government to safe-
guard the corporation’s public
character while adopting new
technology.

The electric bus expansion
marks a significant step to-
wards cleaner and more effi-
cient public transportation in
Andhra Pradesh.

AP to Phase In PP Bags for
Paddy Procurement from Kharif

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The state government will in-
troduce durable polypropylene
(PP) bags in a phased manner
from the upcoming Kharif sea-
son to address the long-standing
shortage of jute bags faced by
paddy farmers, Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Nadendla
Manohar announced on Thurs-
day. Speaking at a review meet-
ing on two years of paddy pro-
curement and preparations for
the next Kharif season, he said
PP bags would be distributed
through Rythu Seva Kendras in
areas facing shortages. Trans-
portation charges for farmers

delivering paddy directly to rice
mills will also be credited within
48 hours.

During the meeting, Andhra
Pradesh Tenant Farmers Asso-
ciation State General Secretary
P. Jamalayya urged the govern-
ment to strengthen the procure-
ment system by ensuring trans-

parent moisture testing at Rythu
Seva Kendras, timely supply of
bags, better transport facilities,
procurement from tenant farm-
ers through cultivation certifi-
cates, and improved monitoring
of rice mills.

Nadendla Manohar said the
coalition government procured
arecord 74.13 1akh metric tonnes
of paddy from 10.32 lakh farm-
ers during the latest Kharif and
Rabi seasons. He added that
Andhra Pradesh's Civil Supplies
reforms, including improved
PDS rice quality, have received
national recognition, with the
Centre adopting the state's 10 %
broken rice model for nation-
wide implementation.

AP Weighs Raising Professors’ Retirement
Age to Boost Medical Education

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The state government is con-
sidering increasing the retire-
ment age of medical professors
to address faculty shortages in
government medical colleges
and improve the quality of medi-
cal education, Health Minister
Satyakumar Yadav said on
Thursday. Reviewing medical
education standards and budget
utilisation, he directed officials
to prepare a comprehensive pro-
posal on the issue.

The Minister said around 200
of the 800 professor posts in 17
government medical colleges

are vacant, including 106 of 159
posts in 16 super-speciality de-
partments, affecting National
Medical Commission norms and
postgraduate seat allocation. He
instructed officials to ensure at
least five government medical
colleges rank among the coun-
try's top 100 institutions.

Satyakumar Yadav also or-
dered the introduction of an on-
line attendance system for medi-
cal students and stressed strict
enforcement of the mandatory
75 percent attendance rule. He
directed officials to improve bed-
side clinical teaching and
strengthen infrastructure in
both government and private
medical colleges.

Reviewing finances, the Min-
ister asked officials to increase
utilisation of the annual budget
and Central assistance to at least
50% by the end of the second
quarter of 2026-27 while expedit-
ing ongoing infrastructure
projects.

AP Targets 60 Lakh Farmers
Under Natural Farming by 2035

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The state has set a target of
bringing more than 60 lakh
farmers under natural farm-
ing by 2035 as part of a joint
initiative of the state and Cen-
tral governments, 20-Point
Programme Implementation
Chairman Lanka Dinakar said
on Thursday. Addressing the
media after a review meeting
with Agriculture Department
Ex-Officio Special Chief Secre-
tary B. Rajasekhar, Rythu Sad-
hikara Samstha Executive
Vice-Chairman Vijay Kumar
and Organic Farming Certify-

ing Authority Chairman Shra-
van Dutt, he said the state
aims to enrol 23 lakh farmers
during 2026-27.

Lanka Dinakar said 18 lakh
farmers are already practising
natural farming across 20 lakh
acres in 8,168 villages. He add-

ed that 1,560 crore has so far
been invested in promoting
natural farming, while anoth-
er 3,800 crore is projected over
the next five years.

He said natural farming has
reduced chemical fertiliser
use by over 10 percent and in-
creased farmers' incomes
through higher yields. The
Centre has proposed 321 crore
for Andhra Pradesh during
2026-27, of which 100 crore has
already been released, while
the state is also expected to re-
ceive around 300 crore in in-
centives under the PM PRAN-
AM programme for reducing
fertiliser consumption.
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AP to Showcase Textile
Strengths at Bharat Tex 2026

New Delhi, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh is set to
showcase its handloom herit-
age, textile strengths and invest-
ment opportunities at Bharat
Tex 2026, one of the world’s larg-
est textile exhibitions, sched-
uled from July 14 to 17 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi.

The Department of Hand-
looms & Textiles has estab-
lished an expanded Andhra
Pradesh Pavilion at Hall No. 9 to
highlight the State’s potential in
handlooms, textiles, apparel
and garments. The event, or-
ganised by the Ministry of Tex-
tiles, Government of India, will
bring together global manufac-
turers, exporters, buyers, inves-
tors and technology providers.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, the State will showcase
textile parks, GI-tagged prod-
ucts, One District One Product
(ODOP) items, export-oriented
industries and traditional weav-
ing clusters.

Minister for Handlooms &
Textiles S. Savitha has been pro-
moting initiatives aimed at pre-
serving Andhra Pradesh’s han-
dloom heritage, expanding
market opportunities and sup-

porting weavers and textile
entrepreneurs.

Special Chief Secretary R. P.
Sisodia is steering efforts to at-
tract investments and strength-
en the textile ecosystem, while
Commissioner Rekha Rani is
coordinating the Andhra
Pradesh Pavilion and participa-
tion of entrepreneurs.

Leading participants include
Guntur Textile Park,
Tarakeswara Textile Park, Har-
ish Fashions and APCO. Around
40 entrepreneurs and exporters
from Champion and Aspiration-
al districts will also participate
to explore global markets, busi-
ness opportunities and export
linkages.

Officials said Bharat Tex 2026
will provide Andhra Pradesh a
significant platform to enhance
its global presence and acceler-
ate the growth of the textile
sector.

Star Hotels Association Seeks
GST Relief for Hospitality Sector

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

A delegation of the Andhra
Pradesh Star Hotels Association
(ASHA), led by President R.V.
Swamy, on Thursday met Civil
Supplies Minister Nadendla
Manohar and submitted a memo-
randum seeking the state's inter-
vention on key GST-related is-
sues affecting the hospitality
sector.

The delegation included Nag-
eswara Rao, General Manager,
Vivanta Visakhapatnam; M.V.
Pawan Karthik, Joint Secretary,
ASHA; Sharan, Managing Direc-
tor, GRT Vijayawada; and Mur-
thy Chittoori, General Secretary,
ASHA.

The association urged the
Minister to take up with the Cen-
tral Government the demand for
reducing GST on commercial
LPG cylinders, stating that the
existing tax burden has signifi-
cantly increased operating costs
for hotels and restaurants. It also

sought the restoration of Input
Tax Credit (ITC) for the hospital-
ity sector, arguing that its with-
drawal has sharply raised opera-
tional and capital expenditure,
affecting the industry's
competitiveness.

Receiving the memorandum,
Nadendla Manohar assured the
delegation that the issues would
be examined at the appropriate
level and that he would extend all
possible support in pursuing the
matter with the concerned au-
thorities. The association ex-
pressed confidence that the
Andhra Pradesh government
would coordinate with the Cen-
tre to secure GST reforms benefi-
cial to the hospitality industry.

Vijayawada GGH Deputy CMRO
Surrendered Over Mahaprasthanam
Service Lapse

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy CMRO of Vijayawa-
da Government General Hospi-
tal (GGH) Dr. Mangadevi has
been surrendered to the Direc-
tor of Public Health following
an inquiry into the failure to
provide a Mahaprasthanam
ambulance for transporting a
deceased person.

Director of Medical Educa-
tion Dr. Vishnuvardhan con-
ducted the inquiry as per the
directions of Health Minister
Satya Kumar Yadav after a
family was forced to hire a pri-
vate ambulance by paying

5,200 to transport a body to

Tiruvuru, despite the availa-
bility of a government Ma-
haprasthanam ambulance at
the hospital.Dr. Vishnuvard-
han inspected records and
questioned hospital staff on
Thursday. The preliminary in-
quiry found that Dr. Mangade-
vi failed to arrange the ambu-
lance service for the family.

A show-cause notice was
also issued to the Ma-
haprasthanam service provid-
er, IHG Private Limited, seek-
ing an explanation. The DME
observed that ambulance ser-
vices were not being operated
as per the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed with the
government.

Vijayawada Airport
Pushes for Dubai Flights

Gannavaram, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The Airport Advisory Commit-
tee on Thursday reviewed the de-
velopment of Vijayawada Interna-
tional Airport, focusing on
terminal expansion, connectivity
and road infrastructure.

Committee Chairman and
Machilipatnam MP Vallabhaneni
Balashowry said a new contractor
has been appointed for the long-
pending terminal building project,
which is expected to be completed
by Dasara or November.

The committee proposed direct
flights to Dubai and Sri Lanka and
urged Emirates to launch services
from Vijayawada. It also sought ad-
ditional flights to Varanasi, Kochi,
Goa, Kolkata, Mumbai, Surat and

Ahmedabad.

Vijayawada MP Kesineni Si-
vanath (Chinni) said the state and
Centre were working together to
speed up airport development.

AP Government Whip and Gan-
navaram MLA Yarlagadda Venkata
Rao sought early resolution of air-
port land oustees’ issues. He said a
DPR has been prepared for a four-
lane road linking the airport with
Vijayawada West Bypass and an-
other route through HCL Road to
reduce travel time to Amaravati.
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Lokesh Courts Korean Naidu Resolves Lon

Investment, Proposes
AP-Korea Desk

continued

tourism and advanced elec-
tronics.To strengthen long-
term collaboration, Lokesh
proposed the establishment of
joint training academies with
South Korea. These academies
would equip Andhra Pradesh’s
youth with skills aligned to Ko-
rean industrial standards,
along with language and work-
place culture training. He stat-
ed that the state’s Education
and Skill Development depart-
ments are ready to partner
with Korean institutions to
build a globally competitive
workforce.Lokesh also pro-
posed setting up an Andhra
Pradesh-Korea Investment
Desk to streamline investments
and institutional coordination.
Additionally, he requested the
South Korean government to

establish a Korean Cultural
Centre in Andhra Pradesh to
enhance cultural exchanges
and people-to-people connec-
tions.Highlighting infrastruc-
ture strengths, Lokesh pointed
to Andhra Pradesh’s extensive
coastline, major deep-water
ports such as Visakhapatnam
and Krishnapatnam, and up-
coming greenfield ports. He
said these assets position the
state as a cost-effective gateway
to the Indian market and an ex-
port hub for regions including
the Middle East, Africa and Eu-
rope.He further proposed an-
nual economic partnership dia-
logues, Korean language
centres in universities, city-
level collaborations with Busan
and Incheon, and direct air con-
nectivity to deepen bilateral
ties.

No Question of Privatising
APSRTC, Says Krishna Bahu

continued

s existing diesel buses cur-
rently operate under the hire
model, while 74% are owned by
the corporation. Electric buses
will also follow a similar model
under the Gross Cost Contract
(GCC) system implemented
through Convergence Energy
Services Limited (CESL).

He said 750 electric buses
would be introduced across 11
towns in Andhra Pradesh
through Pinnacle, the success-
ful bidder in the national ten-
der process. Charging infra-
structure and necessary
facilities are being developed,
with alternative arrangements
planned in areas facing space
constraints.

Assuring employees, Krish-
na Babu said the transition
would not lead to job losses, re-
trenchment or declaration of
staff as surplus. The govern-
ment is also examining models
such as dry lease arrange-
ments using APSRTC drivers
and maintenance support by
corporation staff.

The State is implementing
Sustainable Electric Mobility
Policy-4.0 to replace diesel bus-
es with electric buses between
2024 and 2029. The first batch
of 750 buses is expected to op-
erate by August-September,
while tenders for another 300
buses for Tirumala are under
process.APSRTC Executive Di-
rector Brahmananda Reddy
participated in the meeting.

Topudurthi Prakash
Reddy Arrested Amid
Political Tension

continued

Former Hindupur MP
Gorantla Madhav was also tak-
en into custody along with
Prakash Reddy and shifted un-
der tight security.The develop-
ments followed allegations by
Prakash Reddy against M.S.
Raju, accusing him of illegally
accumulating assets through
his official positions. Raju re-
jected the charges and chal-
lenged Prakash Reddy to prove
the allegations while question-
ing his own assets. TDP district
president and MLA M.S. Raju

alleged that Prakash Reddy
had damaged his reputation
through false remarks and said
the issue should be addressed
politically. The dispute intensi-
fied after Prakash Reddy al-
leged a conspiracy behind a
recent road incident near C.
Bandameedapalli in Singana-
mala mandal and accused TDP
leaders, including MLASs
Surendra Babu and Paritala
Sunitha, along with Minister
Nara Lokesh. Police are inves-
tigating the developments and
maintaining security in
Anantapur.

Police Seize Weapons at
Prakash Reddy’s Residence

Police conducted searches at the residence of former Rap-
tadu MLA and YSRCP leader Topudurthi Prakash Reddy in
Srinagar Colony, Anantapur, following escalating tensions
with Madakasira TDP MLA M.S. Raju.

During the search, police reportedly seized stones, iron
rods, beer bottles and other materials. Officials intensified
the investigation into allegations of a possible plan to create

violence in the district.

The searches came amid a war of words between Topu-
durthi Prakash Reddy and M.S. Raju after the former MLA
levelled allegations against the TDP MLA, who challenged

him to prove the charges.

Police deployed security at Topudurthi Prakash Reddy’s
residence as a precautionary measure to prevent any unto-
ward incident. Authorities said further investigation is un-
derway to ascertain the facts behind the seized materials and
alleged preparations for clashes.

POLITICS

g-Pending .

2,074-Acre Land Dispute

continued

orders on the spot, following
which the District Registrar
completed the removal process
in the presence of the Chief
Minister.Naidu directed offi-
cials to ensure immediate im-
plementation rather than de-
lay, leading to the clearance of
the lands from the prohibited

list. He later handed over the
official orders to the benefi-
ciary farmers.

In addition, the government
cleared another long-pending
issue by removing 101 acres of
‘chukkalabhumi’ belonging to
23 farmers in Banaganapalle
from the disputed list.

Farmers expressed gratitude
to the Chief Minister, stating

CM Orders Resolution of Land
Issues Raised by Two Women

Banaganapalle, July 9 |
TPN Bureau

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has directed
officials to resolve the land-
related grievances of two
women from Kadapa and East
Godavari districts after they
appealed for help during the
Mee Bhoomi-Mee Hakku pro-
gramme in Banaganapalle.

The women, Ramalaksh-

mamma from Ramarajupalle
in Kadapa district and Sai
Deepthi from Mandapeta in
East Godavari district,
brought their land disputes to
the Chief Minister’s notice
during the public meeting.
Responding to their appeals,
Chandrababu assured both
women from the stage that
their issues would be ad-
dressed and directed Chief

that the restrictions imposed
during the previous YSRCP re-
gime had prevented them from
availing loans, selling land or
carrying out transactions.
Naidu assured that the govern-
ment is prioritising resolution
of land disputes and safeguard-
ing farmers’ ownership rights
across the State.

Minister’s Office (CMO) offi-
cials to coordinate with the
respective District Collectors
for necessary action.
Following the directions,
CMO officials informed the
District Collectors of Kadapa
and East Godavari about the
grievances and initiated steps
towards resolving the dis-
putes.The two women have
been advised to approach the
respective Collectorates for
further proceedings and
speedy resolution of their
land-related issues.

CM Naidu Announces 72.7 Lakh
Pattadar Passhooks hy 2027

continued

The newly issued Pattadar
Passbooks come with ad-
vanced security features
aimed at preventing errors
and protecting ownership
rights. “We have removed po-
litical imagery from land docu-
ments and restored their sanc-
tity with the State Emblem,”
he added.Highlighting pro-
gress, the Chief Minister said
the Record of Rights process
has been completed in 1,971 vil-
lages covering Village Inam
lands. The government is also
implementing auto-mutation
to enable seamless transfer of
inherited properties to rightful
heirs. He noted that long-pend-
ing disputes in Shettipalli in

Tirupati district, Vatticheruk-
uru in Guntur district and
Kangundi in Chittoor district
have already been resolved.

Referring to Waqf lands,
Naidu said 2,074 acres in the
Done Assembly constituency
that were earlier placed under
Section 22-A have now been re-
moved from the prohibited list,
benefiting farmers.

The Chief Minister said the
government is simultaneously
focusing on development, par-
ticularly in Rayalaseema. He
highlighted projects such as
the Kadapa Steel Plant, Hero
Motors manufacturing unit
and AMCA Defence Fighter
Jet facility as key drivers of
growth. With investments of

nearly 40,000 crore, he said the
region is poised to emerge as a
hub for defence, aerospace,
electronics, automobiles and
horticulture.Naidu also
flagged concerns over a 22 %
rainfall deficit due to El Nifno
and stressed the importance of
water conservation. He com-

mended the Nandyal district

administration for construct-

ing an 18-km feeder channel

and check dams to enhance
groundwater recharge.Minis-
ters Payyavula Keshav, Ana-
gani Satya Prasad, BC Janard-
han Reddy, NMD Farooq, MP
Byreddy Shabari, MLAs and
other public representatives
were present.

Atchannaidu Slams YSRCP on Fishermen

Amaravati, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

State Agriculture and Fish-
eries Minister Kinjarapu Atch-
annaidu on Thursday accused
the YSR Congress Party of ne-
glecting the welfare of fisher-
men during its tenure and said
the Alliance government had
cleared pending compensation
soon after assuming office.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Minister alleged that
the previous YSRCP govern-
ment failed to release ex gratia
and diesel subsidy dues to fish-
ermen's families. He said the
Alliance government dis-
bursed 3.15 crore in pending ex
gratia to the families of 63 de-
ceased fishermen and released

9.90 crore towards diesel sub-
sidy arrears in June 2024.

Atchannaidu said the gov-
ernment acted swiftly in re-
cent incidents involving
missing fishermen off the Vi-
sakhapatnam coast by coordi-
nating search and rescue op-
erations with the Indian
Coast Guard, Indian Navy,
Coastal Security Police and

other agencies. He also high-
lighted the successful rescue
of Andhra Pradesh fisher-
men stranded near the Odis-
ha coast.Criticising YSRCP
president Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, the Minister alleged
that the opposition was at-
tempting to politicise fisher-
men's issues despite failing to
address their problems while
in power. He questioned why
compensation claims re-
mained pending for years un-
der the previous government
and demanded transparency
regarding fishermen who lost
their lives during the YSRCP
regime. He asserted that the
Alliance government re-
mains committed to safe-
guarding the welfare and live-
lihood of the state's fishing
community.

TDP Seeks Probe into Vijaya Dairy

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

TDP Krishna District Man-
dal President Veerapaneni Si-
varam on Thursday levelled
serious allegations against the
management of Vijaya Dairy,
alleging corruption, irregular-
ities and a decline in the qual-
ity of its milk after Chalasani
Anjaneyulu assumed charge
as Chairman.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Vijayawada, Sivaram
claimed that Vijaya milk sales
in the city had fallen from
around one lakh litres per day
to nearly 60,000 litres. He de-

manded that the state govern-
ment order a comprehensive
inquiry into the quality of Vi-
jaya milk and the functioning
of the dairy.

He alleged that land worth
about 30lakh per acre at Veer-
avalli was purchased for 70
lakh per acre and that factory
construction works were un-
dertaken without inviting ten-
ders. He also sought an investi-
gation into the roles of the
Chairman's personal assistant
and driver.

Sivaram further alleged that
Anil was appointed as General
Manager despite a history of

irregularities and claimed that
corruption had increased fol-
lowing his appointment. He
also questioned the procure-
ment of milk from a supplier
allegedly producing far less
than the quantity supplied and
demanded a detailed probe.

The TDP leader also accused
the dairy management of re-
placing more than 20 TDP-
backed dairy society chairmen
and appointing unqualified
persons to key positions. He
urged the government to con-
duct a transparent inquiry
into all the allegations.

Lakshmi ParvathiAlleges Decline in Law and Order

Tadepalli, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

YSRCP General Secretary
N. Lakshmi Parvathi on
Thursday alleged that law
and order has deteriorated
under the coalition govern-
ment, accusing it of misusing
the police machinery to target
political opponents.

o

Addressing the media at
Tadepalli, Lakshmi Parvathi
claimed that innocent people
were being implicated in false
cases while ruling party lead-
ers were escaping action. She
alleged that police were being
used to suppress those ques-
tioning the government by fil-
ing serious cases and sending
them to judicial remand.

Referring to recent inci-
dents, she cited the cases of
Sai Krishna, Kranti Kumar,
Gangamma, Tiruputamma
and Kalavati, alleging they re-
flected the worsening law and
order situation in the state.
She also referred to an inci-
dent in Anantapur, accusing
the police of
high-handedness.

The YSRCP leader claimed
that during the tenure of for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy, the police
and Panchayat Raj depart-
ments received national rec-
ognition, whereas the present
government had weakened
governance. She further ac-
cused Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu of priva-

tising public assets and tak-
ing credit for projects initiat-
ed by the previous
government.

Lakshmi Parvathi also crit-
icised Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan over his recent
political remarks and accused
the coalition government of
failing to protect democratic
values and public welfare.
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continued

shared their experiences.
Pawan Kalyan congratulated the
observers and committee mem-
bers for their efforts.

Janasena PAC Chairman and
Minister for Civil Supplies Na-

Pawan Kalyan Galls for Stronger
sroots Gonnect by Janasena Leaders

dendla Manohar, Minister for
Tourism Kandula Durgesh, MPs
V. Balashowry, T. Uday Srinivas
and Lingamaneni Ramesh, MLCs
Nagababu and Pidugu Haripras-
ad, along with several MLAs, par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Modi Highlights India’s
Glohal Trust, Economic Rise

continued

highlighting India’s commit-
ment to humanitarian
assistance.

Emphasising India’s rapid
economic growth, Modi said
the country is currently the
world’s fastest-growing major
economy and is on track to be-
come the third-largest globally.
He noted that India has
emerged as the second-largest
5G market and is progressing
towards 6G technology under
the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

“The manufacturing sec-
tor—from chips to ships—is be-
ing developed in a completely
new way,” he said, adding that
India is also making signifi-
cant advancements in space
research and is working to-

wards establishing its own
space station.Reflecting on In-
dia-Australia ties, Modi said
his visit to Melbourne fulfilled
a long-cherished goal and un-
derlined the role of the Indian
diaspora in strengthening bi-
lateral relations. He described
Melbourne as “Mini India,”
citing the deep cultural con-
nect.Calling for continued pro-
gress, Modi urged the diaspora
to adopt the motto “Grow More,
Achieve More.”He also stated
that ‘Operation Sindoor’ had
dealt a strong blow to terror
camps, with its impact resonat-
ing globally. The event wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion, with chants of “Modi,
Modi” echoing across the
stadium.

Govt Clears 3750 Crore
‘City of Lakesand
Tanks’ Project

continued

sewage inflows, desilting,
bund strengthening and devel-
opment of blue-green infra-
structure. Avilala Tank has
been identified as a priority for
development on the lines of
Hyderabad’s Tank Bund.

The project cost includes 250
crore each for water body reju-
venation and integrated storm
water management, along with

250 crore for allied require-

ments. The State is also explor-
ing 500 crore (EUR 50 million)
concessional assistance from
KfW Development Bank, Ger-
many.Suresh Kumar said the
present approval is limited to
project preparation and ap-
praisal, including DPRs, stud-
ies and consultations. TUDA
has been directed to coordinate
with concerned departments
and complete detailed propos-
als within six months.

Congress Reviews
District Organisation

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) on
Thursday held a review meet-
ing with District Congress
Committee (DCC) and City
Congress Committee presi-
dents from 13 districts as part
of the nationwide Sangathan
Srijan Abhiyan, with an em-
phasis on strengthening the
party's organisational struc-
ture at the grassroots level.

The meeting, held at the
APCC headquarters in Vi-
jayawada, was attended by
Congress Working Committee
member Vamshi Chand Reddy,
MP and former IAS officer Sen-
thil, AICC Secretary Ganesh
Yadav, APCC Vice President
and Administration In-charge
Kolanukonda Shivaji, and
APCC General Secretary Ra-
jeev Ratan.The leaders re-
viewed the functioning of the
newly constituted DCCs and
City Congress Committees and

ssessed the implementation
of party programmes across
the state. They discussed strat-
egies to strengthen organisa-
tional networks and improve
coordination between district
leadership and the state unit.

The delegation also interact-
ed with 21 Congress leaders
representing 10 districts to
evaluate how effectively the
party and INDIA Alliance's
campaigns and parliamentary
initiatives are being communi-
cated to the public. Based on
the feedback received, a road-
map will be prepared to
strengthen the organisation
and address key organisational
issues.The findings of the two-
day review will be submitted to
AICC President Mallikarjun
Kharge and AICC General Sec-
retary (Organisation) K.C.
Venugopal. Party leaders also
appealed to DCC and City Con-
gress Committee presidents to
participate in Friday's organi-
sational programme in large
numbers.

Kanaka Rao Targets M.S. Raju
Over Thopudurthi Attack

Tadepalli, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

YCP SC Cell Working Presi-
dent Kommuri Kanaka Rao on
Thursday accused the coali-
tion government of attempting
to divert public attention from
the alleged attack on YCP lead-
er Thopudurthi Prakash Red-
dy instead of taking action
against those responsible.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Tadepalli, Kanaka Rao
alleged that an attempt was
made on Prakash Reddy's life
by ramming a tipper vehicle
into him. He claimed that
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu was using MLA M.S.
Raju to divert the political dis-
course rather than responding
to the incident.

Kanaka Rao criticised M.S.
Raju for allegedly invoking
caste for political purposes and

questioned his silence over the
death of Kranthi Kumar, who,
he said, had worked for the
TDP. He further alleged that
several Scheduled Caste per-
sons had died by suicide over
the past two years due to har-
assment but claimed the ruling
party had failed to address
their concerns.

The YCP leader also accused
the government of neglecting
SC welfare by not providing ad-
equate funds to SC Corpora-
tions and ignoring issues af-
fecting the Dalit community.

Demanding immediate ac-
tion, Kanaka Rao urged the
government to conduct a thor-
ough investigation into the al-
leged attempt on Thopudurthi
Prakash Reddy's life instead of
engaging in what he termed
"diversion politics.”
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NTR District Achieves 72.54% Digitisation

A. Konduru, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

NTR District Collector Dr. G.
Lakshmisha on Thursday said
the next three days are crucial
for the successful completion
of the Special Summary Revi-
sion (SSR) of the electoral rolls
and urged officials and voters
to actively cooperate in the
exercise.

During a visit to Chimalapa-
du village in A. Konduru man-
dal, the Collector reviewed the
door-to-door survey, distribu-
tion and collection of enumera-
tion forms, and the digitisation
process. He directed Booth Lev-
el Officers (BLOs) and officials
to carry out the exercise trans-
parently and in strict accord-
ance with Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) guidelines.

Dr. Lakshmisha said aware-
ness campaigns are being con-

ducted across the district to en-
courage voters to submit their
enumeration forms, while spe-
cial help desks have been estab-
lished in every Assembly con-
stituency to assist the public.

The Collector announced
that 1,242,947 enumeration
forms, accounting for 72.54%
of the total, have been digitised
so far. Tiruvuru recorded the
highest progress with 175,033
forms digitised (83.87%), fol-
lowed by Mylavaram at 77.23 %,
Nandigama at 77.38%, Jag-
gayyapeta at 76.33%, Vijayawa-
da East at 67.02%, Vijayawada
Central at 65.87%, and Vi-
jayawada West at 64.19%.

He instructed officials to in-
tensify efforts over the coming
days to complete the remaining
work without lapses and en-
sure that every eligible voter is
covered under the revision
process.

CPM Slams Power Tariff Burden

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on Thursday accused
the Andhra Pradesh alliance gov-
ernment of imposing a massive
financial burden on electricity
consumers through adjustment
charges and alleged that its
claims of reducing power tariffs
were misleading.

Addressing a press conference
at the CPM office in Vijayawada,
CPM State Secretariat Member
Ch. Babu Rao alleged that the
government had collected nearly

21,885 crore from consumers
over the past two years through
true-up and adjustment charges.
He claimed that despite a reduc-
tion in the cost of power genera-
tion, the benefit had not been
passed on to consumers and de-
manded a tariff reduction of 52
paise per unit.

Babu Rao also criticised the

government's decision to contin-
ue installing smart meters, alleg-
ing that the alliance had gone
back on its pre-election promises.
He further alleged that the gov-
ernment had failed to order an
inquiry into the Adani-SECI so-
lar power agreement despite cor-
ruption allegations linked to the
project and challenged the gov-
ernment to an open public debate
on electricity tariffs and smart
meters.

CPM State Committee member
D. Kashinath alleged that the al-
liance government was increas-
ing the burden on consumers in-
stead of providing relief. He said
the party would continue its cam-
paign against smart meter instal-
lation and electricity adjustment
charges across the State.

The CPM demanded the imme-
diate withdrawal of adjustment
charges, reduction in power tar-
iffs and a halt to the installation
of smart meters.

Gandhi Co-op Bank Chief
Refutes Allegations

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Chairman Vemuri Ven-
katrao on Thursday dismissed
allegations against the Gandhi
Co-operative Urban Bank as
"false and baseless," asserting
that the nearly century-old in-
stitution has maintained trans-
parency and financial
discipline.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the bank's headquar-
ters in Governorpet, Venkatrao
said the bank, established in
1928, is approaching its cente-
nary and should not be de-
famed due to personal vendet-
tas. He clarified that allegations
relating to an auctioned prop-
erty stemmed from a loan de-
fault and subsequent family
dispute. He said the property
was auctioned as per Co-opera-
tive Department rules, the
bank recovered its dues, and

the remaining amount was dis-
tributed among the legal heirs
in accordance with official
guidelines. He added that de-
partmental authorities had ex-
amined the records and found
no irregularities.

Highlighting the bank's per-
formance, Venkatrao said it
has deposits of 698 crore and
an outstanding loan portfolio
of over 513 crore. The bank re-
corded a net profit of 9 crore
this year and declared a 10 per
cent dividend to its members.
He also said the bank reduced
its Non-Performing Assets
(NPA) to zero by March, intro-
duced digital banking services,
and enhanced its loan limit to
1.5-2 crore. He announced that
the Nuzvid and Hanuman
Junction branches would shift
to new premises this month,
while a new head office and
branch would be constructed at
Patamata.

VIJAYAWADA

Minister Ravindra Promises Tap Water for All

Machilipatnam, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Minister for Mines, Geology
and Excise Kollu Ravindra on
Thursday said the alliance gov-
ernment is committed to pro-
viding a household drinking
water tap connection to every
family in the Bandar constitu-
ency while accelerating infra-
structure and welfare
initiatives.

The Minister was speaking
after inaugurating drinking
water pipeline works at Camp-
bellpet in Machilipatnam Rural
Mandal along with RTC Chair-
man Konakalla Narayana Rao.

Kollu Ravindra said 200
crore has been sanctioned un-
der the Jal Jeevan Mission to
strengthen drinking water in-
frastructure across Machilipat-
nam. He added that roads span-
ning nearly 50 kilometres have
been developed at a cost of 37

crore and that works on the Ga-
raladibba-Polatithippa bridge,
roads near the Medical College
and the fishing harbour are
progressing. He said proposals
have also been submitted for
road widening and improve-
ments in colony roads.

Stating that development and
welfare are the government's
twin priorities, the Minister
said efforts are underway to at-
tract investments, generate em-
ployment for youth and pro-
mote port-linked industries in
the region. He expressed confi-
dence that ongoing projects, in-

cluding the Bandar Port and
Vijayawada-Machilipatnam
road, would be completed soon.

The Minister also highlight-
ed the implementation of wel-
fare schemes, including en-
hanced pensions, free bus
travel, Talliki Vandanam, An-
nadatha Sukhibhava and fish-
ermen welfare programmes. He
appealed to the public to sup-
port the government's develop-
ment agenda, assuring that
every village in the constitu-
ency would receive improved
civic infrastructure and basic
amenities.

VMC Chief Urges Public Urged
to Cooperate with BLOs

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Vijayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner Dhya-
nachandra has appealed to the
public to extend full cooperation
to Booth Level Officers (BLOs) to
ensure the successful completion
of the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR)-2026 of electoral rolls.

During a field inspection on
Thursday, the Commissioner re-
viewed the ongoing SIR pro-
gramme in the Vijayawada West,
Central and East Assembly con-
stituencies. He visited special
camps at Faizarpet, Ayodhyana-
gar Lotus Landmark and Pata-
mata, where he examined the
collection and digitisation of

enumeration forms and interact-
ed with officials regarding the
progress of the exercise.
Dhyanachandra appreciated
the steady progress achieved in
the three constituencies but di-
rected officials to speed up the
collection and digitisation of the
remaining forms. He instructed
officials to maintain close coor-
dination with BLOs, promptly
address issues faced by them in
the field and provide necessary

guidance to overcome operation-
al challenges.

Emphasising the importance
of public participation, the Com-
missioner urged residents to co-
operate with BL.Os during door-
to-door visits, provide the
required information and assist
in completing the Election Com-
mission's revision process
smoothly. He also appealed to
citizens to treat field staff cour-
teously and help ensure that the
electoral roll revision is carried
out efficiently and
transparently.

West Constituency ERO A.
Ravindra Rao, East Constituency
ERO Vennela Srinivas, BLOs and
other officials participated in the
inspection.

Free Annamayya Music Gamp from July 16

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Depart-
ment of Language and Culture
will organise a free training
camp on Annamayya Sankeer-
tanas from July 16 to 29 in Vi-
jayawada to promote the rich
literary and musical heritage of
saint-poet Annamacharya
among the younger
generation.

Announcing the programme
at a press conference held at
KBN College on Thursday, State
Department of Language and
Culture Director R. Mallikar-
juna Rao said the camp is being
jointly organised by the Depart-
ment of Language and Culture,

KBN College and Annamacha-
rya Bhavana Vahini. He said the
initiative aims to instil spiritual
and human values while en-
couraging appreciation for clas-
sical music and literature.

The training sessions will be
conducted under the guidance
of Padma Shri awardee and
TTD Asthana Vidhwan Dr. Sob-
haraju, who said she would per-
sonally supervise the classes. A

valedictory programme will be
held at Tummalapalli Kalakshe-
tram on July 29.

KBN College Secretary Dr. T.
Srinivasu said the classes would
be held daily from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., and participation is open
to students and youth free of
cost. Principal Dr. G. Krish-
naveni said certificates would
be awarded to participants who
successfully complete the
course.

The organisers said interest-
ed candidates can register by
contacting 90320 44115 or 92475
93201, or by emailing SRClasses.
Annama@gmail.com. The pro-
gramme poster was unveiled
during the event attended by
college faculty and organisers.

TDP Alleges Irregularities inVijaya Dairy

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

TDP Krishna District Man-
dal President Veerapaneni Si-
varam Prasad on Thursday
levelled serious allegations of
corruption and administrative
irregularities against Vijaya
Dairy Chairman Chalasani
Anjaneyulu, claiming the co-
operative has witnessed a de-
cline since he assumed office.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Vijayawada, Sivaram
Prasad alleged that the sale of
Vijaya milk in the city had
dropped from nearly one lakh
litres per day to around 60,000
litres. He claimed that the
quality of milk had deteriorat-
ed and accused the manage-
ment of recruiting unqualified
personnel.

He further alleged that land
worth around 30 lakh per acre
at Veeravalli was purchased at
70 lakh per acre and that fac-
tory construction works were

taken up without inviting ten-
ders. He demanded a govern-
ment inquiry into the land
transactions, recruitment pro-
cess and overall functioning of
the dairy.

Sivaram Prasad also sought
an investigation into the ap-
pointments of senior officials
and alleged that large-scale ir-
regularities were taking place
in milk procurement. He
claimed that several TDP-
backed milk society presidents
were removed for political rea-

sons and accused the manage-
ment of favouritism.

Former Kavuluru Milk Soci-
ety president Tadikonda
Ramesh and Penamaluru Con-
stituency Farmers' Associa-
tion president Kakani Srini-
vasa Rao also criticised the
functioning of Vijaya Dairy
and urged the state govern-
ment to conduct a comprehen-
sive probe into the allegations.
Other TDP leaders and party
workers attended the press
conference.
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Buddha Prasad Inaugurates
Anganwadi Centre

Koduru, July 9 | TPN Bureau

Avanigadda MLA Mandali
Buddha Prasad on Thursday
said the alliance government is
committed to improving the
welfare of women and children
by strengthening grassroots in-
frastructure and education.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a newly constructed
Anganwadi Centre at Ham-
saladeevi in Koduru mandal.
The building was constructed
with 5lakh under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) and 10 lakh from
MUDA funds.

Addressing the gathering,
the MLA said the government
is giving top priority to provid-
ing better facilities for mothers
and children through well-
equipped Anganwadi centres.
He added that quality infra-
structure and improved servic-
es would contribute to better
nutrition, health and early

childhood education in rural
areas.Following the inaugura-
tion, Buddha Prasad visited the
Mandal Parishad Primary
School and interacted with stu-
dents. He assessed their read-
ing abilities and encouraged
teachers to focus on improving
learning outcomes and ensur-
ing quality education at the pri-
mary level.

The MLA appreciated the ef-
forts of teachers and Anganwa-
di staff in serving rural com-
munities and urged them to
continue working with dedica-
tion for the benefit of
children.

Project Committee Chair-
man Devanaboyina Ven-
kateswara Rao, ICDS Project
Director M.N. Rani, MPDO Sud-
ha Praveen, Panchayat Raj DEE
Pagadala Suresh Babu, MEO
T.V.M. Ramdas, CDPO Moham-
mad Shehnaz Begum, local pub-
lic representatives, Anganwadi
workers and villagers partici-
pated in the programme.

Collector Urges Cooperation
forVoter Roll Revision

Machilipatnam, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Krishna District Collector and
District Election Officer D.K. Bal-
aji on Thursday called upon po-
litical parties, Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) and the public to
extend full cooperation for the
successful completion of the Spe-
cial Summary Revision (SSR) of
the electoral rolls as the first
phase of the exercise nears
completion.

Addressing a meeting with
representatives of political par-
ties at the Machilipatnam North
Mandal Tahsildar's office, the
Collector said the distribution,
collection and digitisation of
enumeration forms must be com-
pleted before the first phase con-
cludes on July 14. He urged vot-
ers who are still holding the
forms to submit them to Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) without de-
lay.Balaji said constituency-level
meetings are being conducted to
clarify doubts and ensure trans-
parency in the revision process.
He noted that lists of deceased,
shifted, duplicate and untracea-
ble voters have already been
shared with BLOs, BLAs, AEROs
and EROs for verification. Public

awareness campaigns are also be-
ing carried out through an-
nouncements on garbage collec-
tion vehicles and publicity autos
across the constituency.

The Collector reiterated that
the electoral roll revision is being
conducted impartially in accord-
ance with Election Commission
guidelines and urged every eligi-
ble voter to participate in the pro-
cess. He also reviewed polling sta-
tion rationalisation and
responded to queries raised by
political party representatives.

Meanwhile, the Collector an-
nounced that the special Meeko-
sam' Public Grievance Redressal
System (PGRS) programme
scheduled to be held at Pamarru
on July 10 has been cancelled due
to administrative reasons. The
programme will now be held at
the same venue on July 17, and
the public has been requested to
attend on the revised date to sub-
mit their grievances.

CPI Slams Arrest of 'Prashna Ravan'

Challapalli, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

CPI State Secretary Gujjula Es-
waraiah on Thursday criticised
the arrest of activist 'Prashna Ra-
van', alleging that the government
was suppressing democratic dis-
sent by filing serious cases
against those who question its
policies.

Addressing a press conference
at the Sri Chandra Rajeshwara
Rao Vikas Kendra in Challapalli,
Eswaraiah described the arrest as
an attack on democratic values
and questioned whether handcuff-
ing critics was an appropriate re-
sponse to public questioning. He
said dissent should be addressed
through dialogue rather than po-
lice action.The CPI leader also de-
manded the immediate withdraw-
al of cases against 'Prashna
Ravan' and alleged political ven-

detta behind the action.

He further called for a three-
month extension of the ongoing
electoral roll revision process,
claiming many eligible voters had
yet to complete registration. Al-
leging that the exercise could lead
to the deletion of genuine voters,
he urged authorities to conduct
awareness programmes and en-
sure a transparent revision
process.

Several CPI leaders, including
Donepudi Shankar, Narla Ven-
kateswara Rao and Addada Pras-
ad Babu, attended the press
conference.

Anasuya Opens Shubhapradam Showroom

Vijayawada, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

Film actress Anasuya
Bharadwaj inaugurated the
newly established Shubhapr-
adam showroom on Besant
Road in Vijayawada on Thurs-
day. The showroom, launched
under the tagline "Ladies
First... Best in Fashion," offers
sarees, dress materials, west-
ern wear, blouses and one-
gram gold jewellery under one

roof.
o

Speaking on the occasion,
Anasuya appreciated the ini-
tiative of making fashionable
apparel and accessories avail-
able at affordable prices. She
said she was delighted to wear
ared and green saree from the
showroom during her visit to
Vijayawada and added that sa-
rees remain an integral part of
Indian tradition and are her
preferred attire for festive oc-
casions. She also shared that
she is currently working on
three upcoming films.

o

Shubhapradam Chairman
Satyanarayana said the Vi-
jayawada outlet is the brand's
fourth showroom and has been
designed exclusively for wom-
en's fashion. He stated that
products are available in a
price range from 99 to 40,000,
catering especially to middle-
class customers with quality
products at reasonable prices.
Proprietors Sunitha, Gnanesh-
war, Bhavani and Rohan were
also present at the
inauguration.




05 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, JULY, 10.07.2026

Coalition government distributes

|

Srikalahasti, July 9 | TPN Bureau

The coalition government organized a welfare initiative in
Kurrakalva village of Renigunta mandal on Thursday to sup-
port the local auto union workers serving the Tirupati-
Renigunta region. During the event, MLA Bojjala Sudheer
Reddy officially allotted and distributed house plot pattas to 62
eligible auto workers, with each beneficiary receiving 1.5
cents of land.Speaking at the distribution ceremony, Bojjala
Sudheer Reddy emphasized the government's commitment to
the welfare of workers who provide essential transport servic-
es to the public. He stated that the administration is dedicated
to the comprehensive development of the constituency and
aims to ensure the happiness and stability of working-class
families. The beneficiaries and their family members
expressed their gratitude to the government for the support,
which provides them with long-term housing security. The
program was attended by Bojjala Sudheer Reddy, local union
representatives, and the beneficiaries.

Authorities intensify drive for

drug-free Kadapa district

Kadapa, July 9 | TPN Bureau
District Collector Sridhar Cherukuri and District SP Shelke
Nachiket Vishwanath have called for a coordinated multi-
departmental effort to eradicate drug trafficking and con-
sumption in Kadapa. During the District Narcotics
Coordination Center (NCORD) meeting held at the PGRS hall,
officials emphasized a unified approach involving police, rev-
enue, excise, education, and local organizations to achieve a
drug-free district.Sridhar Cherukuri urged departments to
conduct continuous awareness programs in educational insti-
tutions to protect youth from addiction. He highlighted that
581 Eagle Clubs have been established in schools and colleges,
contributing to Kadapa's top-ranking status in the state for
public awareness campaigns.Shelke Nachiket Vishwanath
reported that since June 2024, authorities have registered 83
drug cases and arrested 263 individuals. The operations
resulted in the seizure of 185 kg of ganja and 2,006 narcotic
pills, with 170 consumption centers currently under special
surveillance. Officials encouraged the public to utilize the
Eagle Helpline at 1972 and police emergency services at 112 to
report illicit activities. Treatment and counseling services
remain available for those seeking to overcome
addiction.Eagle Division Officer Ayub Khan, Drug De-
Addiction Officer Asha, Dadas Center Representative
Soumya, DSP Balaswamy Reddy, Narcotics Control Team offi-
cers, Excise Department, Education Department, Railway
Police (GRP), Railway Protection Force (RPF) officers and oth-
ers participated in this meeting.

Srikanth Reddy alleges
mismanagement by coalition government

Kadapa, July 9 | TPN Bureau [ W
YCP State General Secretary and for- i -
mer MLA Gadikota Srikanth Reddy fms®
addressed a press conference at the
YCP office in Rayachoti, Annamayya
district, where he launched a scathing
attack on Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu. Srikanth Reddy ‘.

alleged that Naidu's entire political

career has been characterized by deception and the looting of
public resources.Srikanth Reddy criticized the coalition gov-
ernment's policies, claiming there is an active effort to priva-
tize public assets, including the Vizag Steel Plant, medical col-
leges, and ports developed during the tenure of the previous
administration. He accused the government of undermining
the state's future and destabilizing the education and health-
care systems. Expressing concern over these developments, he
urged the public to recognize the alleged betrayal by the cur-
rent leadership. He maintained that the YCP remains commit-
ted to the state's progress and opposes any actions that threat-
en its developmental interests.

Collector orders rapid completion of solar installations

Kurnool, July 9 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector A. Siri
has directed electricity
department officials to
expedite the installation
of solar units for pending
beneficiaries under the
PM Surya Ghar and PM |
Kusum schemes. During B S
a review meeting held at the Collectorate on Thursday, the
Collector noted that while 6,882 beneficiaries were registered,
installations have only been completed for 3,567. A. Siri
instructed officials to accelerate loan sanctions for the
remaining 1,910 beneficiaries and to submit a bank-wise list of
pending applications. Addressing the free solar unit installa-
tions for SC and ST families under the ULA model, the
Collector expressed dissatisfaction with the slow progress in
Kurnool and Adoni. A strict warning was issued to the three
contractors involved, stating that if at least 50 percent of the
work is not finalized by the end of this month, they will face
blacklisting. Furthermore, the Collector emphasized that PM-
KUSUM projects must be finished within the stipulated time-
frame to avoid the loss of Central Financial Assistance.
Officials have been ordered to draft and implement a compre-
hensive action plan to ensure all targets are met by
December.The meeting was attended by APSPDCL SE Pradeep
Kumar, electricity department EEs, and solar vendors.
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MLA Vijayasree warns against

house plots to auto workers disrespecting NTR statues

Naidupeta, July 9 | TPN Bureau

Sullurpet MLA Nelavala Vijayasree issued a
stern warning on Thursday, asserting that the
coalition government will take strict legal
action against anyone involved in wrongdo-
ing. Speaking at a press conference in
Naidupeta, she responded to allegations made
by YSRCP state secretary Kamireddy
Satyanarayana Reddy regarding a controver-
sy over the prestige of statues.Vijayasree
declared that the coalition ranks would not
tolerate any disrespect toward statues of the
late Nandamuri Taraka Rama Rao and cau-
tioned that those who interfere with them will
face consequences. Addressing Kamireddy
Satyanarayana Reddy, she advised him to
refrain from creating chaos in rural areas and
disrupting law and order. She characterized
the previous five years of YSRCP rule as a
period of anarchy rather than governance,
noting that the public had already rejected
those practices in recent elections.Regarding
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local officials, she clarified that the CI, MPDO,
and other staff members were performing
their duties strictly in accordance with court
orders and regulations. She dismissed accusa-
tions of political pressure as baseless, assert-
ing that the coalition government operates
with transparency. Vijayasree concluded by
urging opposition leaders to respect the law,
warning that illegal activities intended to
assert political presence will not be ignored
by the administration.

_ Government pledges support for
Divyang sports excellence

Tirupati, July 9 | TPN Bureau

SAAP Chairman Ravi Naidu, TTD Board
Member Panabaka Lakshmi, and State Yadav
Corporation Chairman Narasimha Yadav
attended the State Blind Cricket Tournament
at Gollavani Gunta as chief guests on
Thursday. Addressing the event, Ravi Naidu
highlighted the government's commitment to
Divyang athletes, noting that the state has
implemented a 3 percent sports reservation
for the first time. He announced plans to
develop Tirupati into a major hub for Divyang
sports, with a proposed project of approxi-
mately Rs. 50 crores in collaboration with the
central government to build world-class infra-
structure.Ravi Naidu also highlighted that
the government provides financial incentives
to athletes before they compete, citing a
recent distribution of Rs. 2.39 crore to those
selected for international events. Panabaka
Lakshmi praised the resilience of blind crick-
eters and responded positively to requests
regarding the reinstatement of special
Tirumala darshan facilities for the Divyang,
reminiscent of previous policies. Narasimha
Yadav lauded the acceleration of sports devel-
opment under the current SAAP leadership.

The four-day tournament features 118 athletes
across eight teams, showcasing the talent and
self-confidence of Divyang players who serve
as an inspiration to the state's youth.

Officials review Special Intensive

Revision program progress

Chittoor, July 9 | TPN Bureau

The Election Commission of India and the
state Chief Electoral Officer convened a video
conference with all district collectors on
Thursday to review the implementation of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) program.
During the meeting held at the local collec-
torate, officials assessed the progress of voter
list preparations and addressed operational
guidelines.The state Chief Electoral Officer
directed all district authorities to ensure the
SIR program is executed in a transparent and
timely manner. Collectors were instructed to
prioritize the registration of all eligible vot-

ers while conducting thorough field-level ver-
ifications to correct details, update addresses,
and remove ineligible names from the elec-
toral rolls. Furthermore, the authorities
emphasized the need to enhance public aware-
ness regarding the SIR program by leveraging
social media platforms to reach a wider audi-
ence. The district administration remains
focused on adhering to the Election
Commission's protocols to maintain an accu-
rate and comprehensive voter registry. The
video conference was attended by Sumit
Kumar, Adarsh Rajendran, and K Mohan
Kumar.

Collector emphasizes importance of error-free voter list

Tirupati, July 9 | TPN Bureau

District Collector S. Venkateswar has
announced that the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR)-2026 program, initiated under the direc-
tives of the Election Commission of India, is
currently underway across the state to ensure
the preparation of a transparent and accurate
voters' list. During a surprise inspection of
Tirupati Urban, STV Nagar, and Chintala
Chenu areas on Thursday, the Collector con-

ducted a door-to-door survey and engaged b

with the public to raise awareness regarding
the ongoing electoral exercise.Speaking at the
event, the Collector explained that Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) have been visiting
households from June 15 through July 14 to
collect enumeration forms. Voters are encour-
aged to submit their details through BLOs,
Booth Level Agents (BLAs), or the online por-
tal. He emphasized that eligible citizens pro-
viding any of the 12 prescribed identity docu-
ments will have their information verified for
inclusion in the final electoral roll.The revi-
sion process involves linking current voter
data with historical records dating back to
2002 to ensure comprehensive mapping. The
administration is actively removing entries
for deceased individuals, those who have per-
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manently migrated, and cases of dual regis-
tration. The Collector warned that deliberate
registration in multiple locations is a criminal
offense subject to legal action. Additionally,
the drive focuses on registering new voters
who have reached the age of 18 and facilitat-
ing vote transfers for those who have changed
residences.The Collector confirmed that the
entire verification process, conducted with
the participation of political party representa-
tives to ensure maximum transparency, is
scheduled for completion by September.
Citizens with inquiries are encouraged to con-
tact their local BLO, Tahsildar, or RDO, or uti-
lize the National Voters Service Portal and
Election Helpline.The program was attended
by MRO Suresh Babu, BL.Os, and BLAs.

ABVP celebrates 78th Foundation Day with patriotic fervour

Dharmavaram, July 9 | TPN Bureau

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) celebrated its 78th Foundation Day
with grandeur in Dharmavaram on Thursday.
The event featured a massive student rally
that commenced at College Circle and conclud-
ed at Gandhinagar, drawing hundreds of stu-
dents, activists, and educators. Former state
student leader and Ministerial Constituency
In-charge Harish Babu attended as the chief
guest. Addressing the assembly, Harish Babu
highlighted that since its inception on July 9,
1949, the ABVP has evolved into the world's
largest student organization. He emphasized
that the movement is built on the core values
of patriotism, service, discipline, and person-
ality development. He lauded the organization
for playing a pivotal role in fostering national
consciousness, leadership, and social respon-
sibility among youth, while actively working
to strengthen the education system. Harish
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Babu saluted the ABVP flag and commended
the activists for their dedication to building a
strong foundation for India's future. The pro-
gram was marked by patriotic slogans and
enthusiastic participation from students,
reflecting the spirit and influence of the
organization.The program was attended by
Bille Ravi, Murali Goud, and Shankara

Chandra.
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Collector calls for effective
implementation of VBG-Ranji scheme
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Nellore, July 9 | TPN Bureau
District Collector Himanshu Shukla has directed officials to
ensure the effective field-level implementation of the newly
introduced Vikasit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission Gramin (VBG-Ranji) scheme. The directive was
issued during an awareness program held at the Thikkana
premises of the Collectorate in Nellore on Thursday.
Representatives from the Union Ministry of Rural
Development briefed Additional Project Directors, Additional
Program Officers, and technical staff on the scheme's high-
lights and recent governmental policy changes. M.
Rajeshwari, Director of the Ministry of Rural Development,
addressed the staff, clarifying operational details and address-
ing queries regarding the mission's execution. Earlier, Dwama
Project Director C.S. Srinivas Prasad presented an overview
of the scheme's rollout strategy in the district.The program
was attended by Isha, Asha Vahane, and Nagarajakumari.

VPR Foundation distributes
carts to support small traders
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Kovur, July 91 TPN Bureau
Kovur MLA Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy emphasized the
VPR Foundation's commitment to fostering financial inde-
pendence among small-scale traders, particularly single
women and the elderly. During an event at the VPR office in
Nellore on Thursday, 41 topu carts were distributed to benefi-
ciaries from five mandals within the Kovur constituency.
Speaking at the event, Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy high-
lighted that many small traders struggle due to the burden of
renting carts for their livelihoods. Initiated by MP Vemireddy
Prabhakar Reddy, the program aims to alleviate this financial
strain by providing beneficiaries with their own equipment.
Following a first phase that supported 51 individuals, this sec-
ond phase brings further assistance to those in need. Each
recipient was selected after a careful assessment of their fina
ncial circumstances, with the foundation dedicated to ensur-
ing these traders achieve stability and long-term success.

BJP leaders honour Gavvala Ashok

Tirupati, July 9 | TPN Bureau

Senior party leaders felicitated Gavvala Ashok on Thursday
to mark his recent appointment as the state spokesperson for
the BJP SC Morcha. During the event, Subrahmanyam Yadav
honoured him with a shawl and extended well wishes for his
new role.Addressing the gathering, the speakers emphasized
the importance of coordinating with government officials to
ensure that welfare schemes effectively reach the most mar-
ginalized sections of society. They urged Ashok to remain ded-
icated to advocating for the rights of Dalits and encouraged
active support for community members entering the industri-
al sector. Furthermore, they expressed confidence that under
this new leadership, the party's ideologies would be success-
fully communicated to the youth, fostering greater participa-
tion and strengthening the organization's growth. The pro-
gram was attended by Gundala Gopinath Reddy, Loka
Prabhakar Naidu, and Subrahmanyam Reddy.

MLA Sudheer Reddy champions
village
==~
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Srikalahasti, July 9 | TPN Bureau
Srikalahasti MLA Bojjala Sudheer Reddy visited Muchivelu

. village on Thursday, where he inaugurated a new CC road con-

necting Venkatagiri Road to Mangalapuri, constructed at a
cost of 42 lakhs. Highlighting the coalition government's com-
mitment to rural development, he oversaw the distribution of
new QR-coded landowner passbooks to local farmers, while
calling for an inquiry into alleged corruption during the pre-
vious administration. During a surprise inspection of the
local government school alongside RDO Bhanu Prakash
Reddy, he identified critical infrastructure issues and pledged
to resolve them within a month.Later, the MLA visited the
Srikalahasti temple to attend a mass literacy program, where
he blessed children beginning their education. Additionally,
he unveiled the wall posters for the upcoming annual
Brahmotsavams of Sri Draupadi Sametha Dharmarajaswamy,
inviting devotees to participate in the spiritual festivities. The
program was attended by Akshinthala Krishna Yadav,
Rangineni Chenchaiah Naidu, and Mangalapuri Ramana.
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Editorial

Regional Sentiment
for Politics, Business
Beyond Borders

Whether one belongs to Telangana or Andhra
appears to matter only in politics. For busi-
nesspersons and big contractors, however, such
distinctions rarely exist. This observation was
recently echoed by Pawan Kalyan while respond-
ing to criticism over his visit to Telangana. In-
terestingly, similar sentiments were expressed
by Telangana Rakshana Sena president Kavitha,
who alleged that business interests often tran-
scend regional boundaries and accused promi-
nent political leaders of maintaining close finan-
cial ties with entrepreneurs irrespective of their
state identity.

These allegations, whether ultimately proved
or disproved, reinforce a reality that the public
has witnessed repeatedly. ‘Emotions and senti-
ments seem to be reserved for the people, not for
political leaders.” Whenever power and positions
are at stake, regional identity becomes a conveni-
ent political tool. Dividing people in the name of
Andhra and Telangana may yield electoral gains,
but it rarely benefits ordinary citizens.

History, however, cannot be ignored. Before the
formation of Telangana, there was a widespread
perception that leaders and influential busi-
nesspersons from Andhra enjoyed dispropor-
tionate control over opportunities and resources.
That sentiment significantly strengthened the
demand for a separate state. Unfortunately, the
political movement also created divisions among
common people, leading to unnecessary differ-
ences between Andhra and Telangana.

Over time, those differences have largely fad-
ed. Social media controversies may erupt over
issues such as the recent "Idupu Kayitam" de-
bate, but they often disappear as quickly as they
emerge. The overwhelming majority of people in
both states continue to wish for peace, prosper-
ity, and development for one another. Families,
friendships, and business relationships flourish
across state boundaries without
discrimination.

The irony is unmistakable. While political
rhetoric frequently highlights regional identity;
economic and commercial partnerships contin-
ue without interruption. This exposes the selec-
tive use of regional sentiment. Andhra and Tel-
angana are remembered only when political
leaders find it electorally advantageous. Beyond
politics, the people of both states have demon-
strated that cooperation and coexistence remain
far stronger than manufactured divisions.

Editor

The Attention Crisis:

Dr Vangeepuram
Sreenadha Chary

Every generation has fought a
defining battle. Our grandpar-
ents fought poverty. Our parents
fought for opportunities. This
generation may be fighting a qui-
eter but equally significant bat-
tle—the battle to protect its atten-
tion. In a world overflowing with
information, the greatest chal-
lenge is no longer finding knowl-
edge but safeguarding the ability
to think without constant
interruption.

Attention is one of the most
valuable human abilities. It is the
gateway to learning, creativity,
sound judgement, meaningful re-
lationships, and personal fulfil-
ment. Every achievement, every
discovery, every work of art, and
every scientific breakthrough
has been built upon the simple
human ability to focus deeply on
what truly matters. Yet never be-
fore has this precious resource
been under such relentless pres-
sure. According to DataRepor-
tal's Digital 2025 Global Overview
Report, the average internet user
now spends nearly 6 hours and 40
minutes online each day, much of
it on smartphones and social me-
dia. That amounts to almost one-
fourth of every day—and nearly
one hundred full days in a year.
Every interruption may seem in-
significant, but together they re-
shape the brain's habits of
attention.

Today, our attention is being
pursued by countless competi-
tors. Smartphones vibrate. Noti-
fications demand immediate re-
sponses. Social media platforms
refresh endlessly. Streaming ser-
vices automatically play the next
video. Advertisements compete
for every glance. Artificial intel-
ligence personalises content to
keep us engaged for longer. Every
digital platform is designed to
capture a few more seconds of
our time. Individually, these in-
terruptions may appear harm-
less. Together, they quietly re-
shape the way we think, learn,
work, and live.

The modern economy is no
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longer driven only by products or
services; it is increasingly driven
by attention. Technology compa-
nies invest enormous resources
to capture human attention and
prolong screen time. The compe-
tition is no longer merely for cus-
tomers—it is for human atten-
tion. Every moment we spend
scrolling, clicking, or watching
has become part of the global at-
tention economy. Economists in-
creasingly describe this as the
"attention economy"—a world in
which companies compete not
merely to sell products but to cap-
ture and hold human attention.
In this economy, attention has be-
come one of the world's most val-
uable resources.

This invisible competition car-
ries consequences that extend far
beyond the digital world. Con-
stant interruptions weaken our
ability to concentrate for long pe-
riods. Deep reading gives way to
rapid scanning. Reflection is re-
placed by reaction. Conversa-
tions become shorter, while dis-
tractions become longer. Many
people now find it difficult to
complete a book, enjoy uninter-
rupted family conversations, or
even remain fully present during
meetings without checking their
phones.

Young people face perhaps the
greatest challenge. Today's stu-
dents possess access to more in-
formation than any previous gen-
eration in history. Yet access to
information is not the same as
the ability to learn. Learning re-
quires sustained attention,
thoughtful reflection, and intel-
lectual discipline. Without these
qualities, information remains
scattered knowledge rather than

lasting understanding. The dan-
ger is not that young people know
too little, but that they may never
have enough uninterrupted time
to think deeply about what they
know. Educational researchers
consistently observe that unin-
terrupted study improves com-
prehension, memory and prob-
lem-solving far more effectively
than learning interrupted by fre-
quent digital distractions.

The consequences extend be-
yond education. Attention shapes
relationships. Genuine listening
requires undivided attention.
Empathy begins when one hu-
man being is fully present for an-
other. Families may share the
same room while living in differ-
ent digital worlds. Friends may
exchange hundreds of messages
without experiencing meaning-
ful conversations. We are becom-
ing increasingly connected
through technology while risk-
ing disconnection from one an-
other. We are spending more time
communicating than ever before,
yet many people feel they are be-
ing heard less than ever before.
Every evening, dining tables
across the country silently illus-
trate this attention crisis. Par-
ents answer office messages.
Children scroll through videos.
Grandparents watch television.
Everyone is connected to a de-
vice, yet conversation often be-
comes the missing member of
the family.
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Civilizations are not built
merely by intelligence; they are
built by sustained attention. Eve-
ry great civilization, every scien-
tific discovery, every inspiring
speech, every meaningful rela-
tionship and every social reform
began with someone giving com-
plete attention to something that
truly mattered. When attention
becomes fragmented, wisdom
also becomes fragmented. Pro-
tecting our attention is therefore
not merely a personal habit—it is
a responsibility towards future
generations.

The challenge before society is
not to reject technology but to
master it wisely. Smartphones
are remarkable tools. Artificial
intelligence offers extraordinary
possibilities. Social media has
connected communities across
continents. The problem is not
technology itself. The problem
begins when technology quietly
takes control of the attention
that should remain under human
choice. Technology should serve
humanity; humanity should nev-
er become a servant of
technology.

The irony is striking. Human-
ity has built technologies capable
of connecting billions of people
across continents within sec-
onds. Yet many individuals strug-
gle to remain fully present for a
single uninterrupted conversa-
tion. The challenge before us is
no longer access to information

The Battle For Our Minds

but mastery over attention. The
solution begins with awareness.
Families must create spaces free
from digital interruptions.
Schools should teach students
not only digital literacy but also
attention literacy—the ability to
focus, reflect, and think critically.
Workplaces should recognise
that uninterrupted concentra-
tion is not a luxury but a neces-
sity for creativity and innova-
tion. Above all, individuals must
consciously decide where they
invest their most valuable re-
source: their attention.

History may remember the
twenty-first century not merely
as the age of artificial intelli-
gence, but as the age when hu-
manity realised that the greatest
battle was no longer for land,
wealth or information—it was for
the human mind. It may also re-
member it as the period when hu-
manity discovered that the great-
est battle was not taking place on
distant borders, but within the
human mind itself.

In a world competing for our at-
tention, the greatest victory is
learning to choose where our
minds will stay. Because the qual-
ity of our attention ultimately
determines the quality of our
lives.

(The Author is a Consultant
Psychologist, Academic & Re-
search Mentor, and Guinness,
Asia, Limca, and India Book Re-
cords Holder)

Beyond Numbers: Gentring Women’s Rights in Population Policy

Sudhamurali

As debates around demo-
graphic change intensify, dis-
cussions on population growth
in India are increasingly
framed through the lens of eco-
nomic necessity—declining
working-age populations, ris-
ing elderly numbers and fears
of future labour shortages.
While these concerns merit at-
tention, reducing the issue to a
simplistic call for “more chil-
dren” reflects a narrow and in-
complete understanding of so-
ciety. Population policy cannot
be divorced from the lived re-
alities of women, whose bodies
and lives are central to this de-
bate but whose voices are often
sidelined.

Childbirth is not a statistical
event; it is a life-altering expe-
rience. From pregnancy to
postpartum recovery and years
of caregiving, women undergo
profound physical, emotional
and financial changes. Health
concerns such as anemia, hor-
monal imbalances, chronic fa-
tigue, postpartum depression
and sleep deprivation are not
abstract issues—they directly
shape a woman’s quality of
life. Yet, public discourse on
population rarely gives these
realities the attention they de-
serve. Advocacy for higher
birth rates is rarely matched
by equally serious commit-
ments to maternal healthcare,
mental health services, or in-
stitutional support systems.

The disparities among wom-
en further complicate the is-
sue. For a daily-wage labourer,
pregnancy can mean a direct
loss of income. Without access
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to maternity leave or social se-
curity, many women in con-
struction, agriculture and the
informal sector continue phys-
ically demanding work
throughout pregnancy, often at
great risk to their health. Their
challenges rarely find space in
policy discussions that other-
wise call for increased
fertility.

In contrast, women in corpo-
rate and formal sectors face a
different set of pressures. Ca-
reer interruptions, stalled pro-
motions and workplace bias
often accompany pregnancy.
Even when healthcare access
is better, the struggle to bal-
ance professional responsibili-
ties with motherhood remains
intense. The fear of being per-
ceived as less committed or
less capable continues to shape
decisions around childbirth.

Workplace infrastructure it-
self reflects systemic gaps.
Many organisations still lack
basic facilities such as rest ar-
eas for pregnant employees,
safe and hygienic restrooms,
nursing spaces and childcare
support like cr&hes. For wom-
en in the unorganised sector,
these facilities are almost ab-
sent. Without structural chang-
es, encouraging higher birth
rates becomes not only unreal-
istic but also unjust.

Beyond childbirth lies the
equally critical issue of child-
rearing. A society that calls for
more children must also an-
swer what support it offers in
raising them. Access to quality
education, healthcare, nutri-
tion, clean water and safe liv-
ing conditions determines
whether a child can grow into

aproductive citizen. Merely in-
creasing population numbers
without strengthening these
systems risks deepening ine-
quality rather than driving
development.

Equally important is the un-
equal distribution of caregiv-
ing responsibilities. While de-
cisions around having children
are often presented as shared,
the burden of raising them
falls disproportionately on

women. From managing a
child’s health to responding to
school needs and handling dai-
ly care, mothers remain the de-
fault caregivers. This imbal-
ance underscores the need to
reframe childcare as a shared
responsibility involving fa-
thers, families, institutions
and the state.Population dis-
cussions must also account for
broader structural concerns—
environmental sustainability,

resource availability, employ-
ment opportunities and hous-
ing. Growth without planning
can strain already limited re-
sources, undermining long-
term stability. A holistic ap-
proach is essential to ensure
that population policies align
with sustainable development
goals.At its core, the decision
to have children is deeply per-
sonal. Choices about whether,
when and how many children

to have are tied to women’s au-
tonomy, dignity and constitu-
tional rights. Any population
policy that overlooks these
principles risks being both in-
effective and unjust.A nation’s
strength cannot be measured
solely by its population size. It
depends on the well-being of
its people—especially women.
Healthy mothers, equitable op-
portunities, robust healthcare
systems and social support

structures are the true founda-
tions of sustainable progress.
The conversation on popula-
tion must continue, but it must
evolve. It should no longer
view women merely as instru-
ments of demographic growth.
Instead, it must recognise their
rights, dignity and individual-
ity. Only then can policy move
beyond numbers and towards
meaningful, inclusive
development.
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INDIA

KeyElectronics Components

+ In a major boost to India's
electronics manufacturing sec-
tor, the Central government has
exempted Basic Customs Duty
(BCD) on select goods used in
the manufacture of display as-
semblies, lithium-ion cells and
inductor coil modules. The
move is expected to strengthen
domestic production of smart-
phones, laptops, wearable devic-
es and smart televisions while
reducing dependence on
imports.

The Finance Ministry issued
three separate notifications im-
plementing the duty exemption
for goods used in manufactur-
ing these critical electronic
components. According to the
notifications, the exemptions on
inputs used in display assem-
blies and inductor coil modules
will remain in force until March
31, 2029.

The decision aligns with the
Centre's broader strategy to pro-
mote domestic electronics man-
ufacturing under the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme. By lowering the cost of
manufacturing key components
within the country, the govern-

ment aims to attract greater in-
vestment, improve supply
chains and make India a strong-
er global manufacturing hub.

Industry experts welcomed
the move, describing it as a sig-
nificant policy reform. Rajat
Mohan, Managing Partner at
AMRG Global, said the govern-
ment has consolidated separate
customs exemptions for ma-
chinery used in manufacturing
lithium-ion cells for mobile
phones and electric vehicles
into a single technology-neutral
exemption.

According to Mohan, the re-
vised framework removes end-
use-based distinctions, simpli-
fies customs procedures and

reduces compliance and inter-
pretation issues for manufactur-
ers. The policy is expected to
provide greater operational flex-
ibility to companies setting up
integrated lithium-ion cell man-
ufacturing facilities.

The exemption is also likely
to encourage fresh investments
in battery manufacturing, par-
ticularly as demand for lithium-
ion batteries continues to rise
across multiple industries. Sec-
tors expected to benefit include
battery gigafactories, electric
vehicle manufacturers, consum-
er electronics companies, bat-
tery energy storage system
manufacturers, renewable en-
ergy projects, telecom infra-

structure providers, data cen-
tres, medical device
manufacturers, drone makers
and industrial automation
firms.

The government has been
steadily expanding policy sup-
port for the electronics sector
through incentives, infrastruc-
ture development and customs
reforms. India has emerged as
one of the fastest-growing elec-
tronics manufacturing destina-
tions in recent years, with mo-
bile phone production
witnessing substantial growth
under the PLI scheme.

Industry stakeholders believe
the latest customs duty exemp-
tion will further improve India's
competitiveness in global elec-
tronics manufacturing by lower-
ing production costs, encourag-
ing local value addition and
reducing import dependence.
The move is also expected to
support the government's vision
of making India a global hub for
advanced electronics and bat-
tery manufacturing while creat-
ing employment opportunities
and strengthening the country's
manufacturing ecosystem.

Woman Doctor Quits After

A woman doctor who was al-
legedly assaulted by Shiv Sena
corporator Rakesh Mhatre at a
municipal hospital in Maha-
rashtra has resigned from her
position, citing fear for her
safety. Her decision comes a day
after a fellow doctor, who was
also allegedly attacked during
the same incident, quit his job
and left the city.

Speaking about her decision,
the doctor said she no longer
felt safe returning to work. She
claimed that she had already
left the city and alleged that she
continued to fear intimidation
by those involved in the
incident.

"I resigned because I am
scared. I have left the city and
will not return to work there,"
she said, expressing concern
over her personal safety.

However, Kalyan-Dombivli
Municipal Corporation
(KDMC) Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Deepa Shukla stated that
the two doctors—identified as
Dr. Vaibhav Salunkhe and Dr.
Srushti Baviskar—had not for-

mally submitted resignation
letters either to the municipal
hospital or to the third-party
agency through which they
were appointed. According to
her, both doctors were absent
from duty without prior notice.
The incident occurred at the
KDMC-run Shastri Nagar Hos-
pital in Dombivli. According to
officials, the dispute began af-
ter two doctors advised the fam-
ily of a newborn to shift the in-
fant to another medical facility
because the hospital's Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) had

no vacant beds.

The patient's relatives report-
edly approached corporator
Rakesh Mhatre for assistance.
He subsequently arrived at the
hospital along with several as-
sociates, where an argument al-
legedly escalated into
violence.

A video of the incident, wide-
ly circulated on social media,
showed Mhatre allegedly strik-
ing the woman doctor from be-
hind before confronting and as-
saulting another doctor and
members of the hospital staff.

Assault by ShivSena Corporator

The footage triggered wide-
spread condemnation from the
medical fraternity and the pub-
lic, with several doctors' asso-
ciations demanding strict ac-
tion against those responsible
and stronger security measures
for healthcare workers.

Following the public outcry,
police arrested Mhatre on
Wednesday. Soon after his ar-
rest, he was admitted to Thane
Civil Hospital, reportedly on
health grounds. His hospitali-
zation has drawn criticism
from several quarters, with al-
legations that he was receiving
preferential treatment.

The incident has reignited
concerns over the safety of
healthcare professionals, par-
ticularly those working in gov-
ernment and municipal hospi-
tals. Medical associations have
repeatedly called for stringent
implementation of laws pro-
tecting doctors from violence,
arguing that such attacks cre-
ate fear among healthcare
workers and adversely affect
patient care.

Three-Year-0ld Girl Dies After Drowning
in Rainwater on Flooded Street

A three-year-old girl died af-
ter accidentally slipping into
rainwater accumulated out-
side her home in Ghaziabad on
Thursday, as heavy monsoon
showers caused widespread
flooding, traffic disruptions
and infrastructure damage
across parts of the National
Capital Region (NCR).

The deceased, identified as
Manvi, was a resident of Sar-
vodaya Nagar under the Vijay
Nagar police station limits.
According to eyewitnesses, the
child was playing outside her
house when she accidentally
slipped into the rainwater that
had collected on the street due
to severe waterlogging.

Local residents immediately
rushed to rescue the girl after
noticing the incident and
pulled her out of the water.
However, she had stopped
breathing by the time she was
rescued. Police have regis-
tered a case and initiated an
investigation to determine the
exact circumstances sur-
rounding the tragic incident.

The incident sparked out-
rage among residents, who
blamed inadequate drainage
systems and persistent water-
logging for the child's death.
They alleged that poor civic
infrastructure had turned res-
idential streets into dangerous
waterlogged zones and de-
manded urgent measures to

improve drainage facilities be-
fore further tragedies occur
during the monsoon season.

Heavy rainfall continued
throughout the day in Ghazi-
abad, disrupting normal life
and prompting the district ad-
ministration to declare a holi-
day for government schools.
Authorities said the decision
was taken in view of wide-
spread flooding and difficul-
ties faced by students and
commuters.

The downpour also caused
severe traffic congestion on
National Highway-9 near the
Ghazipur border, where exten-
sive waterlogging led to long
queues of vehicles on the Del-
hi-Ghaziabad route. Commut-
ers remained stranded for

hours as traffic crawled
through submerged stretches
of the highway.

In another rain-related inci-
dent, a portion of a road in
Vasundhara Sector 13 caved in
beside an under-construction
basement following continu-
ous rainfall. A parked car and
a scooter fell into the crater
created by the collapse, while
a nearby electricity pole tilted
precariously, raising safety
concerns. Although no inju-
ries were reported, both vehi-
cles sustained considerable
damage.

Neighbouring Noida also ex-
perienced severe waterlogging
in several areas, including Sec-
tors 12, 16 and 33. Roads re-
mained submerged under

knee-deep water, disrupting
vehicular movement and mak-
ing it difficult for pedestrians
to commute. Several two-
wheelers broke down after wa-
ter entered their engines, forc-
ing riders to push their
vehicles through flooded
roads.

The series of rain-related in-
cidents has once again drawn
attention to the shortcomings
in urban drainage infrastruc-
ture and monsoon prepared-
ness across the NCR. Resi-
dents have urged civic
authorities to take immediate
corrective measures to im-
prove stormwater drainage,
prevent waterlogging and en-
sure public safety during the
ongoing rainy season.
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entre Waives Customs Duty on Cotton Sowing Gains Momentum

as Monsoon Revives

Cotton sowing across India
has gathered momentum in July
following improved southwest
monsoon rains in major produc-
ing states, although the total cul-
tivated area remains below last
year's level. The revival of rain-
fall in key agricultural regions
has encouraged farmers to ac-
celerate planting operations af-
ter delays caused by an erratic
monsoon onset.

According to Agriculture
Commissioner PK. Singh, cot-
ton has been sown over 63.18
lakh hectares as of July 5, com-
pared to 82 lakh hectares during
the corresponding period last
year. While the acreage is still
around 23 percent lower, the gap
has narrowed significantly as
rainfall improved during July.

Officials said the sowing sea-
son, which generally concludes
by July 15, has been extended
until July 30 this year to com-
pensate for the delayed arrival
of the monsoon. Cotton cultiva-
tion begins earlier in northern
states such as Punjab and Hary-
ana before spreading to south-
ern and western regions, de-
pending on local weather
conditions.

Agriculture experts said good
rainfall in Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Karnataka, and Madhya

Pradesh has boosted planting
activity over the past week.
Traders also reported a sharp
increase in cotton acreage in
Gujarat, which had witnessed
sluggish sowing earlier in the
season.

Farmers in Maharashtra,
who experienced poor germina-
tion of soybean due to inade-
quate early rains, are reportedly
switching to cotton cultivation
as weather conditions improve.
Market observers also noted
that better price prospects for
cotton and pulses, compared
with paddy, are encouraging
many growers to alter their
cropping pattern this season.

India's principal cotton-pro-
ducing states include Gujarat,
Maharashtra, and Madhya
Pradesh in the central zone, fol-

lowed by Punjab, Haryana, Ra-
jasthan, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, and Tamil
Nadu.

Despite the recent improve-
ment in sowing, cotton produc-
tion is expected to remain under
pressure. The Agriculture Min-
istry's latest estimates place cot-
ton output for the 2025-26 season
at 290.91 lakh bales (170 kg each),
compared with 297.24 lakh bales
in the previous year, indicating
a modest decline in production.

Agriculture officials remain
optimistic that continued fa-
vourable monsoon conditions
over the coming weeks will help
improve crop establishment and
narrow the acreage gap further,
while supporting higher pro-
ductivity during the current
kharif season.

ECI Clarifies Maternal Grandparents
Valid for Voter Verification

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has clarified that
voters can use details of either
their maternal or paternal
grandparents for identity map-
ping under the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, ending confu-
sion that had triggered concern
among citizens in parts of
Delhi.

The clarification came after
reports emerged that some
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and their supervisors had re-
jected voter enumeration
forms because applicants had
linked their details with their
maternal grandparents instead
of paternal lineage. The report-
ed rejections created panic
among several sections of soci-
ety, particularly single women,
widows, divorced women and
others who considered the in-
terpretation discriminatory.

Responding to the controver-
sy, the Election Commission
stated that the guidelines make
no distinction between mater-
nal and paternal grandparents
for voter mapping with the 2002
SIR electoral rolls. According
to the Commission, the only re-
quirement is that the parents
or grandparents used for veri-
fication must be Indian
nationals.

Election officials empha-

sized that whether the relation-
ship is traced through the
mother's or father's side of the
family is irrelevant under the
existing rules. The clarifica-
tion was issued to eliminate
confusion among field-level of-
ficials and ensure uniform im-
plementation of the voter veri-
fication process.Following the
Commission's directive, the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
of Delhi instructed Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs),
Assistant Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (AEROs), Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) and their
supervisors to immediately ac-
cept enumeration forms that
use maternal grandparents for
identity mapping.

Authorities also directed of-
ficials to review cases in which
applications had been rejected
solely on this ground. Such

forms will now be reconsidered
in accordance with the revised
clarification.Election officials
said the instructions were is-
sued promptly to prevent in-
convenience to voters and to
ensure that eligible citizens are
not denied inclusion in the
electoral rolls because of a mis-
understanding of the guide-
lines.Supervisors have con-
firmed that enumeration forms
linked to maternal grandpar-
ents will be accepted going for-
ward, bringing relief to affect-
ed applicants and reducing
uncertainty surrounding the
Special Intensive Revision ex-
ercise.The Election Commis-
sion reiterated that the objec-
tive of the SIR process is to
maintain an accurate and in-
clusive electoral roll while en-
suring that all eligible Indian
citizens are able to participate
in the democratic process. It
urged field officials to strictly
adhere to the prescribed guide-
lines and requested voters to
cooperate with Booth Level Of-
ficers during the ongoing veri-
fication exercise.

The clarification is expected
to streamline the voter verifica-
tion process and reassure citi-
zens that legitimate applica-
tions will be processed without
discrimination based on ma-
ternal or paternal lineage.

Torrential Monsoon Rains Batter
India, Disrupt Normal Life

Torrential monsoon rains
lashed several parts of the coun-
try on Thursday, triggering wide-
spread flooding, traffic disrup-
tions, landslides, building
collapses and property damage,
while rescue teams worked round
the clock to restore normalcy and
assist affected residents.

The national capital witnessed
one of the season's heaviest
spells of rainfall, with wide-
spread waterlogging bringing
traffic to a standstill across sev-
eral areas. The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) issued a
red alert after Safdarjung record-
ed 72.6 mm of rainfall in 24 hours,
while Tukhmirpur in northeast
Delhi received 160 mm. Major
roads, including the Delhi-Noida
Expressway, witnessed long traf-
fic jams as commuters struggled
through flooded streets.

In Maharashtra, rescue opera-
tions continued at a waste-to-en-
ergy plant in Pimpri Chinchwad
near Pune after a building col-
lapsed when a massive garbage
mound gave way due to heavy
rain. One more body was recov-
ered on Thursday, taking the toll
higher, while around eight people
remained trapped beneath the de-
bris. Nine people have been res-
cued so far.

Heavy rainfall also affected
neighbouring Gurugram, where

part of the balcony of a luxury
apartment complex collapsed. No
injuries were reported, but resi-
dents demanded a structural au-
dit of the building.

In Rajasthan, several districts
experienced heavy rainfall, with
Badesar, Nimbahera and Bayana
recording the highest precipita-
tion. The IMD forecast extremely
heavy rainfall in parts of Kota
and Bharatpur divisions, while
rainfall activity is expected to
gradually decline across the state
after July 11.

The IMD announced that the
southwest monsoon has now cov-
ered the entire country, reaching
the remaining parts of Ra-
jasthan, Haryana and Punjab. Al-
though the nationwide coverage
was completed a day later than
usual, India has received surplus
rainfall so far in July, recording
101.9 mm against the normal 73.8
mm during the first nine days of
the month.
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Kerala continued to experi-
ence heavy showers, prompting
the IMD to issue orange alerts for
Malappuram, Kozhikode and
Wayanad districts. Property
damage, uprooted trees, flooded
roads and inundated low-lying
areas were reported across the
state.

The death toll in the Wayanad
landslide rose to five after two
more bodies were recovered from
the tunnel project site, while
three people remained missing.

In Thane district of Maharash-
tra, monsoon-related incidents
claimed three lives over the past
week and forced authorities to
evacuate nearly 800 residents to
safer locations. Officials said
heavy rains also caused exten-
sive damage to infrastructure,
with 136 houses partially or com-
pletely collapsing, highlighting
the continuing impact of the ac-
tive southwest monsoon across
the country.
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US-IranTensions Escalate as
Gulf Nations Come Under Fire

The fragile ceasefire between
the United States and Iran has
effectively collapsed after fresh
American airstrikes targeted
multiple locations inside Iran,
triggering a swift military re-
sponse from Tehran and raising
fears of a wider regional
conflict.

According to Iranian offi-
cials, US forces carried out coor-
dinated strikes on strategic
sites in southeastern Iran, in-
cluding areas around Iranshahr
and the port city of Chabahar.
The attacks reportedly dam-
aged infrastructure, including
dock facilities and a maritime
traffic control tower, while pow-
er outages were reported in sev-
eral affected areas. At least one
person was Killed in the strikes.

In retaliation, Iran launched
missiles and drones targeting
locations in Bahrain, Kuwait,
and Qatar, claiming the attacks
were aimed at American mili-
tary assets stationed in the Gulf.
The strikes prompted authori-
ties in the three Gulf nations to
activate air defence systems
and issue missile alerts, forcing
residents to seek shelter as ten-
sions escalated across the
region.

Iran's chief negotiator and
Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf accused
Washington of violating the
ceasefire agreement and
warned that Tehran would re-
spond firmly to any further mil-
itary action. He reiterated that

Iran would not tolerate attacks
on its territory and vowed that
future responses would be
stronger if hostilities
continued.

The renewed military con-
frontation has also placed diplo-
matic efforts under severe
strain. Talks aimed at reducing
tensions and reopening the
Strait of Hormuz now face an
uncertain future, with both
sides accusing each other of un-
dermining peace efforts.

The Strait of Hormuz re-
mains one of the world's most
critical shipping routes for
crude oil and natural gas ex-
ports. Any prolonged disrup-
tion in the region could have
significant consequences for
global energy markets, ship-
ping, and international trade.

Regional governments have
appealed for restraint, warning
that continued military ex-
changes could destabilize the
Middle East further. Security
has been tightened across sev-
eral Gulf countries, while inter-
national observers continue to
monitor developments closely.

The latest exchange of strikes
marks another dangerous phase
in the US-Iran conflict, high-
lighting the fragile security en-
vironment in West Asia. With
diplomatic channels under
pressure and military opera-
tions continuing, concerns are
growing that the conflict could
expand beyond Iran and involve
more countries in the region.

US Launches Major H-1BVisa Fraud
Probe, Cognizant Under Scanner

The US Department of La-
bour has launched a large-
scale investigation into al-
leged fraud involving the H-1B
and PERM employment visa
programmes, with Indian IT
major Cognizant among the
companies mentioned during
the initial phase of the probe.

The investigation is being
led by the Department of La-
bor's Office of the Inspector
General in coordination with
the federal Task Force to Elim-
inate Fraud, headed by US
Vice President JD Vance. Offi-
cials say the initiative is aimed
at identifying widespread
abuse of foreign worker pro-
grammes and protecting
American jobs.

Labor Department Inspector
General Anthony D'Esposito
said investigators have al-
ready issued dozens of subpoe-
nas and are pursuing leads re-
ceived from whistleblowers.
During a media interview, he
stated that some of the com-
plaints involve major compa-
nies, including Cognizant,
though no formal allegations
or charges have been an-
nounced against the company.
According to the department,
the investigation focuses on al-
leged fraudulent visa applica-
tions, labor trafficking, coer-
cive wage-kickback schemes,
and other practices that may
exploit foreign workers while
disadvantaging American em-

ployees. Authorities say such
abuses undermine the pur-
pose of employment-based
visa programmes, which are
intended to address genuine
labor shortages.

The H-1B visa allows US em-
ployers to hire highly skilled
foreign professionals in spe-
cialized occupations, while the
PERM programme is the la-
bour certification process re-
quired for many employment-
based green card applications.
Thousands of Indian technol-
ogy professionals travel to the
United States each year
through these programmes,
making the investigation sig-
nificant for India's IT sector.

Federal officials emphasized
that the probe is still in its ear-
ly stages and that the issuance
of subpoenas does not indicate
guilt. Investigators say they
will examine all evidence be-
fore reaching any conclusions,
and additional companies
could come under scrutiny as
the investigation progresses.

The development has drawn
attention across the technolo-
gy industry because several
global IT firms rely heavily on
H-1B visas to deploy skilled
professionals in the United
States. The outcome of the in-
vestigation could influence fu-
ture enforcement of employ-
ment visa regulations and
compliance standards for com-
panies operating in the US.

GLOBAL

Australian Uranium to Boost
India’s Clean Energy Mission

India and Australia have tak-
en a significant step in strength-
ening their clean energy part-
nership by finalising
arrangements for the long-term
supply of Australian uranium
to India. The agreement is ex-
pected to play a crucial role in
supporting India's ambitious
nuclear energy expansion
while deepening strategic ties
between the two nations.

Australia possesses nearly 28
percent of the world's known
uranium reserves, making it
one of the largest suppliers of
the mineral globally. Despite its
vast reserves, Australia does
not operate nuclear power
plants and exports uranium ex-
clusively for peaceful purposes
under strict international
safeguards.

For India, the agreement
comes at a critical time as the
country seeks to rapidly ex-
pand its nuclear power capacity
to meet rising electricity de-
mand while reducing carbon
emissions. The government has
set ambitious targets to in-
crease nuclear energy capacity
as part of its long-term clean
energy strategy.

Nuclear energy is considered

an important component of In-
dia's energy transition because
it provides reliable, round-the-
clock electricity without pro-
ducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions during power generation.
Unlike solar and wind energy,
nuclear plants can supply unin-
terrupted power, helping stabi-
lize the electricity grid as re-
newable energy capacity grows.

The uranium supply ar-
rangement also enhances In-
dia's energy security by diversi-
fying its sources of nuclear
fuel. A stable supply of urani-
um will help ensure the smooth
operation of existing nuclear
reactors and support future ex-
pansion plans without depend-
ing heavily on limited domestic
reserves.Beyond energy coop-

eration, the agreement reflects
the growing strategic partner-
ship between New Delhi and
Canberra. The two countries
have expanded collaboration
across trade, defence, critical
minerals, and supply chains,
while working together to pro-
mote stability and economic re-
silience in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Experts believe the uranium
partnership will strengthen In-
dia's efforts to achieve its cli-
mate goals while ensuring long-
term energy security. As
electricity demand continues to
rise, access to reliable nuclear
fuel is expected to play a vital
role in supporting sustainable
economic growth and reducing
dependence on fossil fuels.

QuranVerses Become Iran's Diplomatic
Message at Khamenei Funeral

The funeral of former Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei was not only a reli-
gious ceremony but also a care-
fully choreographed display of
diplomacy. According toreports,
Iranian officials selected specif-
ic Quranic verses to be recited
before foreign delegations, with
each passage believed to carry a
symbolic political message tai-
lored to the visiting country.

The unusual practice has
sparked widespread discussion
among diplomats, religious
scholars, and political analysts.
Instead of delivering direct po-
litical statements, Iran is be-
lieved to have used verses from
the Quran to communicate its
views on regional cooperation,
resistance, justice, and interna-
tional relations.

One of the most closely
watched moments involved the
Saudi Arabian delegation led by
Deputy Foreign Minister
Waleed bin Abdulkarim. The
Quranic verses recited in their
presence were interpreted as
emphasizing reconciliation,
unity among Muslims, and the
importance of peaceful coexist-
ence despite longstanding politi-
cal differences.

Delegations from several oth-
er countries, including regional
allies and partners, were also
greeted with different Quranic
passages. Observers noted that

the verses appeared to reflect
each country's relationship with
Iran, conveying messages of
friendship, solidarity, caution,
or shared responsibility
through religious symbolism
rather than conventional diplo-
matic language.

Analysts say this approach re-
flects Iran's unique blend of re-
ligion and statecraft, where Is-
lamic teachings are often woven
into political messaging. In the
Islamic Republic, religious ref-
erences frequently serve as in-
struments of diplomacy, allow-
ing Tehran to express strategic
positions in a manner deeply
rooted in its ideological
framework.

The ceremony itself attracted
leaders, diplomats, and repre-
sentatives from across the Mid-
dle East and beyond, highlight-
ing Iran's continued efforts to
maintain regional influence
during a period of political tran-

sition. The use of Quranic vers-
es added another layer of sig-
nificance to the event, turning a
state funeral into a platform for
subtle diplomatic
communication.

Experts believe the symbolic
messaging demonstrates how
Iran continues to rely on cultur-
al and religious traditions to
shape its foreign policy narra-
tive. Rather than issuing formal
statements, the carefully select-
ed Quranic passages conveyed
messages that were open to in-
terpretation while reinforcing
Tehran's broader political and
diplomatic objectives.

The episode underscores the
important role religion contin-
ues to play in Iran's engagement
with the international commu-
nity, where ceremonial events
often serve multiple purposes—
honoring tradition, reinforcing
ideology, and quietly conveying
diplomatic signals to the world.

Flight Instructor Jumps From Plane,
Student Lands Aircraft Safely

Aroutine flight training ses-
sion in Argentina turned into
a shocking tragedy after a
flight instructor allegedly
jumped from a moving aircraft
mid-air, leaving his young stu-
dent alone in the cockpit. The
student pilot managed to re-
main calm under extreme
pressure and successfully
landed the plane safely.

The incident took place near
Toledo in Argentina’s Cérdoba
province during a training
flight involving a small Cessna
aircraft. The instructor, identi-
fied as 42-year-old Leandro An-
drés Bertazzo, was flying with
a 22-year-old student pilot
when the unexpected incident
occurred.

According to investigators,
the instructor reportedly told
the student that she knew
what to do before removing his
headset, unfastening his seat-
belt, opening the aircraft door,
and exiting the plane while it
was still in flight. The student
was left to take complete con-
trol of the aircraft without her
instructor beside her.

Despite the sudden and trau-
matic situation, the student
maintained control of the air-
craft, contacted authorities,
and carried out a successful

landing. Aviation officials
praised her composure and
decision-making during what
was an extremely challenging
emergency.

The flight school where Ber-
tazzo worked expressed shock
over the incident, saying there
had been no visible warning
signs before the tragedy. Col-
leagues described him as an
experienced instructor and
said the decision came as a
surprise to those who knew
him.

Authorities have launched
an investigation to determine
the exact circumstances be-
hind the incident. Officials are
examining the instructor’s
background, possible personal
difficulties, and other factors
that may have contributed to

the tragedy.

The incident has raised dis-
cussions within the aviation
community about the impor-
tance of mental health sup-
port, psychological evalua-
tions, and safety measures in
flight training environments.
Experts noted that while avia-
tion has strict safety proce-
dures, unexpected human fac-
tors can create serious
challenges during operations.

The student pilot’s ability to
handle the aircraft and com-
plete the landing has been
widely recognised as an exam-
ple of exceptional presence of
mind. The investigation into
the instructor’s death contin-
ues as authorities work to un-
derstand what led to the mid-
air incident.
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Iran Reveals First Footage of
Khamenei Residence After Strikes

Iranian state media has re-
leased the first official video
showing the extensive damage
inside the residential com-
pound of former Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
following the joint US-Israel
military strikes earlier this
year. The footage offers the first
public glimpse of the destruc-
tion caused by the attack that
dramatically reshaped Iran's
political landscape.

The video shows massive sec-
tions of the compound reduced
to rubble, with collapsed walls,
shattered interiors, and debris
scattered throughout the prem-
ises. The heavily fortified com-
plex, known as Beyt-e Rahbari,
served as the headquarters and
official residence of Iran's Su-
preme Leader and has long
been regarded as the country's
most powerful political and re-
ligious center.

The strikes, carried out joint-
ly by the United States and Is-
rael, targeted several strategic
military and leadership facili-
ties across Iran. Khamenei's
compound was among the most
prominent targets during the
operation, which resulted in his
death and marked one of the
most significant developments
in the history of the Islamic
Republic.

Until now, Iranian authori-
ties had released only limited
information about the damage,
while satellite imagery and un-
official reports had suggested
that the compound had suffered
severe destruction. The newly
released footage appears to con-
firm those assessments, reveal-
ing the scale of devastation in-
side buildings that were
previously inaccessible to the
public.

The release of the video
comes as Iran continues to com-
memorate Khamenei and navi-
gate a period of political transi-
tion following the leadership
change. Analysts believe the
footage is intended to reinforce
Iran's narrative surrounding
the conflict while highlighting
the impact of the strikes on one
of the country's most symbolic
locations.

The conflict between Iran,
the United States, and Israel
triggered widespread military
escalation across the Middle
East, with attacks on strategic
facilities, military installa-
tions, and key infrastructure.
Although diplomatic efforts
have sought to ease tensions,
the region remains volatile, and
the latest footage serves as an-
other reminder of the lasting
consequences of the conflict.

Explosions Rock Bushehr as
US-Iran Conflict Intensifies

Fresh explosions were re-
ported in Iran's southern prov-
ince of Bushehr as the mili-
tary confrontation between the
United States and Iran entered
a more dangerous phase. The
attacks came amid growing
fears that the conflict could
spread across the Gulf region
and further disrupt global
trade and energy supplies.

Iranian authorities said mul-
tiple blasts were heard near
strategic facilities in Bushehr,
while emergency services and
security forces were deployed
to assess the damage. The lat-
est strikes followed recent
American military operations
targeting Iranian infrastruc-
ture, which Washington says
are aimed at weakening Teh-
ran's military capabilities.

In response, Iran launched
missile and drone attacks
against what it described as US
military assets in Bahrain and
Kuwait. Air defence systems
were activated across several
Gulf countries, and authori-
ties issued emergency alerts as
projectiles were intercepted.
The attacks have significantly
heightened tensions across the
region, with neighbouring
countries increasing security
around key installations.

The escalating conflict has
also created a humanitarian
and maritime crisis. Reports
indicate that nearly 6,000 sea-
farers remain stranded around

the Strait of Hormuz as com-
mercial shipping faces severe
disruption. Several vessels
have been unable to move due
to security concerns, raising
fears over global energy sup-
plies and international trade.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world's busiest oil tran-
sit routes, carrying a signifi-
cant share of global crude oil
exports. Any prolonged disrup-
tion could push up energy pric-
es and affect economies world-
wide. Shipping companies are
closely monitoring the situa-
tion, while governments con-
tinue to advise caution for ves-
sels operating in the region.

Diplomatic efforts to restore
calm have suffered a major set-
back after both Washington
and Tehran accused each other
of violating ceasefire commit-
ments. Regional leaders have
called for restraint, warning
that continued military ex-
changes could trigger a broad-
er conflict involving multiple
countries in West Asia.

With military operations
continuing and diplomatic ne-
gotiations under increasing
pressure, the situation re-
mains highly volatile. Interna-
tional observers fear that un-
less both sides return to
dialogue, the conflict could
deepen further, posing serious
risks to regional stability, glob-
al shipping, and the world
economy.
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SBI Mutual Fund Eyes
530 Million Customers

India's largest asset manager,
SBI Mutual Fund (SBI MF'), be-
lieves its biggest growth oppor-
tunity lies within the vast cus-
tomer base of its parent, the
State Bank of India (SBI). With
more than 530 million SBI cus-
tomers, the fund house aims to
convert millions of traditional
savers into long-term mutual
fund investors.

According to the company's
leadership, only around 5.5 mil-
lion SBI customers currently
invest in mutual funds, leaving
nearly 99% of the bank's cus-
tomer base untapped. SBI MF
sees this as a massive opportu-
nity to deepen financial inclu-
sion and expand retail partici-
pation in capital markets.

The company plans to lever-
age SBI's extensive branch net-
work and digital platforms to
make investing more accessi-
ble. A major focus will be on
simplifying the investment pro-
cess through digital channels,
enabling customers to invest in
mutual funds as easily as they
open fixed deposits or other
banking products.

SBI MF is also adopting a
"SIP-first" strategy, encourag-
ing customers to begin their
investment journey with Sys-
tematic Investment Plans
(SIPs). The fund house believes
SIPs can become the preferred
savings tool for millions of In-
dians, much like recurring de-
posits have traditionally been.

The company expects digital
initiatives, including seamless

integration with SBI's YONO
banking platform and the roll-
out of Universal KYC, to sig-
nificantly boost investor par-
ticipation. These initiatives are
aimed at making investing
quicker, simpler, and more con-
venient for first-time
investors.

Currently, SBI Mutual Fund
receives around 4,000 crore in
monthly SIP inflows, with
nearly one-third of that coming
through SBI's own distribution
network. The company believes
there is substantial room to
grow this contribution by in-
creasing awareness and ex-
panding customer outreach.

The strategy comes as SBI
Mutual Fund prepares for its
highly anticipated 12,000-crore
IPO, one of the largest public
offerings in India's financial
services sector. The company
remains focused on expanding
its investor base rather than re-
lying solely on high-net-worth
individuals or institutional
investors.

Management believes India's
mutual fund industry is still in
its early stages of growth, with
enormous potential to attract
millions of new investors over
the coming years. By leverag-
ing SBI's nationwide presence
and trusted brand, SBI Mutual
Fund aims to play a key role in
bringing more households into
the formal investment ecosys-
tem and accelerating the coun-
try's financial inclusion
journey.

Devson Catalyst
SMEIPO Fully
Subscribed onDay1

The Devson Catalyst SME
IPO received an enthusiastic
response from investors on
the very first day of bidding,
with the issue being sub-
scribed nearly three times
within hours of opening. The
strong demand reflects grow-
ing investor interest in the
company's business and fu-
ture growth prospects.

As of the first day, the IPO
had received bids for over 73
lakh shares against approxi-
mately 25.87 lakh shares on of-
fer, translating into an overall
subscription of around 2.83
times. The issue will remain
open for subscription until
July 13.Retail investors led the
demand, with their reserved
portion attracting strong sub-
scriptions. Non-institutional
investors (NIIs) also showed
healthy participation, while
the qualified institutional
buyers (QIB) category wit-
nessed encouraging interest
on the opening day.

The company aims to raise
around 42 crore through the
SME public issue. The IPO is
priced in the 112- 118 per
share band and is scheduled to
list on the BSE SME
platform.

Adding to the positive senti-

ment, the IPO is commanding
a Grey Market Premium
(GMP) of around 50, implying
a potential listing premium of
more than 42% over the upper
end of the price band. While
GMP is often viewed as an in-
dicator of investor sentiment,
it remains unofficial and
should not be considered a
guarantee of listing gains.

Devson Catalyst manufac-
tures industrial catalysts, ad-
sorbents, and ceramic balls
used across sectors such as
refining, petrochemicals, fer-
tilizers, steel, and chemicals.
The company plans to utilize
the IPO proceeds to establish
a new manufacturing facility;,
meet working capital require-
ments, and support general
corporate purposes.

With strong subscription
numbers on Day 1 and robust
grey market interest, the Dev-
son Catalyst SME IPO has
emerged as one of the most
closely watched SME offer-
ings of the month. However,
investors are advised to evalu-
ate the company's financial
performance, business funda-
mentals, valuation, and long-
term growth prospects before
making an investment
decision.

LCONOMY

Markets Rebound: Sensex Gains 238
Points, Nifty Ends Above 23,950

Indian benchmark equity in-
dices bounced back on Thurs-
day after the previous session's
sharp sell-off, with investors
returning to quality stocks
amid improving global senti-
ment and optimism ahead of
the first-quarter earnings
season.

The BSE Sensex closed 238
points higher, while the Nifty 50
finished above the 23,950 mark,
recovering a portion of the loss-
es suffered in the previous trad-
ing session. The rebound was
supported by buying in heavy-
weight banking, financial, and
select technology stocks.

Broader markets outper-
formed the benchmark indices.
The Nifty Midcap 100 gained
around 1.4%, while the Nifty
Smallcap 100 advanced nearly
1.8%, reflecting renewed inves-
tor interest in mid- and small-
cap shares.

Among sectoral indices,
banking, financial services,
auto, and consumer-focused
stocks witnessed healthy buy-
ing. Investors also accumulated
fundamentally strong compa-
nies after the recent market
correction, helping the indices

recover steadily through the
session.

Market participants were en-
couraged by easing global con-
cerns after signs of reduced
geopolitical tensions and stable
crude oil prices. Continued for-
eign institutional investor (FII)
buying also supported senti-
ment, while expectations of
healthy quarterly earnings
from major listed companies
added to the positive mood.

Analysts said the day's gains
indicate that investors remain
optimistic about India's long-
term growth story despite
short-term volatility. However,
they cautioned that markets
may continue to witness stock-
specific movements as the earn-
ings season gathers pace and

investors assess corporate
performance.

Going forward, market direc-
tion is expected to be influenced
by quarterly earnings an-
nouncements, global economic
developments, crude oil prices,
foreign fund flows, and central
bank policy expectations. Trad-
ers are also expected to keep a
close watch on inflation trends
and international geopolitical
developments.

While the recovery provided
relief after the previous ses-
sion's decline, analysts believe
sustained upward momentum
will depend on strong corporate
earnings, stable macroeconom-
ic indicators, and supportive
global cues in the coming
weeks.

Millworks Technologies IP0 GMP
Crosses 105% Ahead of July14 Launch

The upcoming Millworks
Technologies IPO has gener-
ated strong excitement in the
grey market, with its Grey
Market Premium (GMP) soar-
ing above 105% just days be-
fore the issue opens for sub-
scription on July 14. The sharp
rise in GMP indicates robust
investor interest and expecta-
tions of a strong stock market
debut.

The Bengaluru-based preci-
sion engineering company
plans to raise around 160.3
crore through a fresh issue of
48.44 lakh equity shares. The
IPO has been priced in the
range of 315 to 331 per share
and will remain open for sub-
scription until July 16.

Millworks Technologies
manufactures high-precision
machined components, sheet
metal parts, and integrated as-
semblies for mission-critical
sectors such as aerospace, de-
fence, railways, semiconduc-
tors, and industrial engineer-
ing. The company operates
under both Build-to-Print
(BTP) and Build-to-Spec (BTS)
manufacturing models, serv-
ingleading original equipment
manufacturers.

The company's financial per-
formance has been a major fac-

tor behind the strong investor
sentiment. In FY26, Millworks
reported a significant jump in
both revenue and profit, re-
flecting rapid business expan-
sion and improving operation-
al efficiency. This impressive
growth has boosted confidence
among market participants
ahead of the public issue.

The company plans to utilize
the IPO proceeds to purchase
new plant and machinery, meet
working capital requirements,
and support general corporate
purposes. These investments
are expected to strengthen its
manufacturing capabilities
and support future growth.

Market experts caution that
while a high GMP reflects posi-
tive sentiment, it is an unoffi-
cial indicator and does not
guarantee listing gains. Inves-
tors are advised to evaluate the
company's fundamentals, fi-
nancial performance, industry
outlook, and valuation before
making investment decisions.

With strong grey market
buzz, healthy financials, and
exposure to fast-growing sec-
tors such as aerospace and de-
fence manufacturing, the Mill-
works Technologies IPO is
emerging as one of the most
closely watched SME public is-
sues of the month.

Choice International Soars on
X899 Crore Investment Deal

Shares of Choice Interna-
tional surged nearly 8 % after
the company announced a ma-
jor strategic investment in its
broking subsidiary by South
Korea's NH Investment & Secu-
rities. The development was
welcomed by investors, who
viewed the deal as a strong en-
dorsement of the company's
long-term growth strategy and
its expanding presence in In-
dia's financial services sector.

Under the agreement, NH In-
vestment & Securities will in-
vest 899 crore in Choice Equity
Broking Private Limited, the
stockbroking arm of Choice In-
ternational. The investment is
expected to strengthen the sub-
sidiary's capital base and sup-
port its expansion across bro-
kerage, wealth management,
investment banking, and digi-
tal financial services. The
transaction also marks a sig-
nificant partnership between
one of South Korea's leading
financial institutions and an In-
dian financial services
company.

The proposed investment will
be made through a combination
of primary capital infusion and
acquisition of a minority stake
in Choice Equity Broking. Fol-
lowing the completion of the
transaction, NH Investment &
Securities will become a strate-
gic shareholder, while Choice

International will continue to
retain management control of
the business. The deal remains
subject to customary regulato-
ry approvals and other closing
conditions.Market participants
believe the partnership will
provide Choice International
with access to global expertise,
advanced technology, and inter-
national best practices. It is
also expected to help the com-
pany accelerate innovation in
digital trading platforms,
strengthen its product offer-
ings, and improve customer ex-
perience across retail and insti-
tutional segments. The
collaboration may also open op-
portunities for cross-border fi-
nancial products and services
in the future.

Choice International has
been steadily expanding its
footprint in India's financial
services industry through its

broking, advisory, lending, and
wealth management business-
es. The company has consist-
ently focused on technology-
driven growth, increasing its
client base and expanding into
new markets. The latest invest-
ment is seen as another mile-
stone in its strategy to become
a larger and more competitive
financial services platform.
The announcement triggered
strong buying interest in the
stock, with investors betting
that the capital infusion would
enhance the company's growth
prospects and improve its com-
petitive position in India's rap-
idly evolving brokerage indus-
try. Analysts believe the
strategic alliance could help
Choice International scale its
operations faster while benefit-
ing from NH Investment & Se-
curities' international experi-
ence and financial strength.
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TGS Q1 Profit Misses
Estimates Despite
Strong Revenue Growth

India's largest IT services
company, Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), reported a
mixed set of results for the first
quarter of FY27. While the
company delivered better-than-
expected revenue growth, its
net profit fell short of market
expectations due to higher
costs and a one-time charge.

TCS posted a consolidated
net profit of 13,349 crore,
marking a 5% year-on-year in-
crease. However, the figure was
below analysts' estimates. Rev-
enue rose to 72,275 crore, ex-
ceeding market forecasts and
reflecting healthy demand
from key clients.

The company's growth was
largely driven by strong perfor-
mance in the Banking, Finan-
cial Services and Insurance
(BFSI) segment, along with the
benefit of a weaker rupee,
which boosted earnings from
overseas operations. TCS also
reported healthy deal wins dur-
ing the quarter, reinforcing
confidence in its business
pipeline.

A one-time legal settlement
and higher employee-related
expenses weighed on profitabil-
ity, preventing earnings from
matching Street expectations.
Even so, the company main-
tained healthy operating mar-
gins and generated strong cash
flows during the quarter.

TCS announced an interim
dividend of 12 per equity
share, with July 15, 2026, fixed
as the record date for determin-

ing eligible shareholders. The
dividend will be paid later this
month.

The company also highlight-
ed the growing contribution of
its artificial intelligence busi-
ness, saying Al-led services
continue to witness strong cli-
ent demand. Management not-
ed that enterprises are increas-
ing investments in Al, cloud
transformation, cybersecurity,
and digital modernization de-
spite global macroeconomic
uncertainty.

The order book for the quar-
ter remained robust at $9.5 bil-
lion, supported by several large
transformation deals across
global markets. Management
expressed confidence that the
strong deal pipeline and ex-
panding Al capabilities would
support long-term growth.

TCS also expanded its work-
force during the quarter by
adding more than 9,000 employ-
ees, reflecting optimism about
future business opportunities.
Employee attrition remained
under control, indicating im-
proved workforce stability.

Despite a cautious global
technology spending environ-
ment, the company said it re-
mains well-positioned to bene-
fit from increasing digital
transformation initiatives. In-
vestors will now closely watch
management's outlook on de-
mand trends, discretionary
spending, and Al-driven
growth as the earnings season
gathers momentum.

Oberoi Realty Shares Fall
After Court Restrains
FreshAllotments

Shares of Oberoi Realty de-
clined more than 2% after the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court directed the company
not to make any fresh allot-
ments or create third-party
rights in its luxury residential
project in Gurugram until a
pending dispute is resolved.

The court's interim order
came while hearing a petition
filed by Advance India Projects
Limited (AIPL), which has
challenged the transfer of the
project's development licence
and claimed rights over the de-
velopment. AIPL has also
sought cancellation of the sale
deed executed in favour of
Oberoi Realty.

During the hearing, the Har-
yana government informed the
court that the matter is already
under consideration by the Di-
rectorate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP). The repre-
sentation seeking cancellation
of the licence is scheduled to
be heard on July 20.

Until the DTCP takes a deci-
sion, the High Court has re-

strained Oberoi Realty from
making fresh allotments or
creating any third-party rights
in the project. The order is tem-
porary and will remain in
force until the regulatory au-
thority disposes of the pending
representation.

The development weighed
on investor sentiment, leading
to a decline in the company's
stock despite the strong re-
sponse received for its recently
launched Gurugram project.
The company had earlier re-
ported robust bookings, high-
lighting strong demand for its
first luxury residential ven-
ture in the National Capital
Region.

Market participants will
now closely monitor the out-
come of the DTCP hearing, as
it could determine the future
course of the project. Analysts
believe the legal proceedings
may create short-term uncer-
tainty for the stock, although
the long-term impact will de-
pend on the final regulatory
decision.
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Delhi Rains Trigg
Media Respond

Heavy monsoon rains
brought Delhi-NCR to a stand-
still on Thursday, leaving roads
submerged, traffic crawling for
hours, and thousands of com-
muters stranded. While resi-
dents struggled to navigate
flooded streets, social media us-
ers responded in their own
way—turning the city's annual
monsoon woes into a flood of
memes and jokes.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) issued a red
alert for Delhi after intense
overnight rainfall caused wide-
spread waterlogging across the
capital and neighbouring cities,
including Noida, Gurugram,
Ghaziabad, and Faridabad. Sev-
eral major roads were inundat-
ed, leading to severe traffic con-
gestion and disrupting normal
life.Videos shared online
showed vehicles moving
through knee-deep water, com-
muters wading across flooded
roads, and long queues of traf-
fic stretching for kilometres.
Many office-goers reported
spending hours stuck on high-
ways, while schools and busi-
nesses faced delays due to the

weather conditions. Authori-
ties advised people to avoid un-
necessary travel and remain
indoors wherever possible.

As images of flooded streets
spread across social media, net-
izens wasted no time turning
frustration into humour.
Memes comparing Delhi's
roads to rivers, swimming
pools, and water parks quickly
went viral. One popular joke de-
scribed the capital as offering
"free water sports," while an-
other sarcastically welcomed
people to the "Venice of India."
Several users quipped that
boats would be more useful
than cars during the rainy

OFF BEAT

s With Humour

season.
Gurugram also became a ma-
jor talking point online after
severe waterlogging brought
traffic to a near halt on key
roads, including NH-48 and
Sohna Road. Residents criti-
cised civic authorities for re-
curring drainage failures,
pointing out that similar scenes
unfold every monsoon despite
repeated promises of infra-
structure improvements.
Beyond the humour, the
flooding once again highlighted
long-standing concerns over ur-
ban planning and drainage in-
frastructure in Delhi-NCR. Ex-
perts have repeatedly argued

that rapid urbanisation,
shrinking natural water bod-
ies, and inadequate drainage
systems have made the region
increasingly vulnerable to
heavy rainfall. Even moderate
downpours often result in wa-
terlogged roads, flooded under-
passes, and widespread traffic
disruptions.Emergency teams
were deployed to clear water-
logged areas and restore nor-
mal traffic movement, while
civic authorities monitored
vulnerable locations across the
city. Weather officials have also
warned that more rain is likely
over the next few days, urging
residents to stay alert and fol-
low official advisories.

Although the memes provid-
ed comic relief amid the chaos,
many residents stressed that
the recurring flooding is far
from amusing. The annual
monsoon disruption continues
to affect transportation, busi-
nesses, and daily life, under-
scoring the urgent need for im-
proved drainage systems and
better urban planning to pre-
vent similar situations in the
future.

Laid Off at 56, Corporate Veteran
Finds New Hope as Delivery Partner

A touching story of resilience
has gone viral after a 56-year-old
man from Noida, who lost his
corporate job after 14 years,
shared how he is now working
as a delivery partner to support
his family. His journey has
sparked widespread discussions
about layoffs, age discrimina-
tion, and the struggles older pro-
fessionals face in today's job
market.

The story surfaced through a
LinkedIn post by social entre-
preneur Kiran Verma, who had
booked a parcel delivery
through Porter. What began as a
routine interaction soon turned
into an emotional conversation.
The delivery partner, Manoj, re-
vealed that he had spent 14 years
working in the administration
department of an insurance
company before being laid off
during a workforce reduction in
2023.Since losing his job, Manoj
has struggled to find another
permanent position. He ex-
plained that his age and health
concerns have made it extreme-
ly difficult to secure employ-

ment despite his years of expe-
rience. Left with few options, he
joined Porter as a delivery part-
ner to earn a livelihood and pro-
vide for his family.

During their conversation,
Manoj mentioned that he had
not received any delivery re-
quests that day and was simply
waiting for work. His words re-
flected the uncertainty of gig
employment, where earnings
depend entirely on the number
of assignments available. The
interaction deeply moved Ver-
ma, who later shared the story
on LinkedIn, where it quickly
resonated with thousands of
readers.The post triggered an

outpouring of support online.
Many users expressed sympa-
thy for Manoj and pointed out
that experienced employees are
often among the hardest hit dur-
inglayoffs. Others criticised hir-
ing practices that favour young-
er candidates while overlooking
skilled professionals with dec-
ades of experience. Several peo-
ple also shared similar stories
of losing long-term jobs and
struggling to restart their ca-
reers later in life.

The story also reignited dis-
cussions about the growing gig
economy in India. While plat-
form-based jobs provide imme-
diate earning opportunities,

many argued that they should
not become the only option for
experienced professionals who
lose stable employment after
years of dedicated service.

Porter responded to the viral
post by acknowledging Manoj's
determination and appreciating
his commitment to work. The
company reiterated its focus on
providing flexible earning op-
portunities for people from dif-
ferent backgrounds.

Beyond one individual's
struggle, Manoj's story has be-
come a symbol of a larger chal-
lenge facing today's workforce.
As layoffs continue across sev-
eral industries and the employ-
ment landscape evolves, many
experienced professionals are
finding themselves forced to
take up temporary or gig-based
jobs to make ends meet. His
journey stands as a powerful re-
minder that behind every deliv-
ery is a person carrying years of
experience, resilience, and an
unwavering determination to
move forward despite life's
setbacks.

“Take an Uber™: Manager's Rain
Response Sparks Online OQutrage

A workplace conversation
from Pune has gone viral after
amanager allegedly refused an
employee's request to work
from home during heavy mon-
soon rains, triggering wide-
spread criticism over work-
place empathy and employee
safety.

The incident came to light
after screenshots of a What-
sApp conversation were shared
on Reddit by the employee's
friend. The post quickly gained
attention, with users debating
whether companies should pri-
oritise employee safety during
extreme weather conditions.

According to the chat, the
employee informed the man-
ager that he would not be able
to reach the office because con-
tinuous heavy rain had led to
severe waterlogging and road
closures across Pune. He re-
quested permission to work
from home until conditions
improved.

Instead of approving the re-
quest, the manager reportedly
advised the employee to "take
an Uber" or use public trans-
port, stating that other employ-
ees had also managed to reach
the office despite the weather.
The work-from-home request
was denied, leaving the em-
ployee frustrated and question-
ing whether he should contin-
ue working at the company.

The screenshots quickly
spread across social media
platforms, with many users
calling the manager's response

insensitive and unrealistic.
Several people pointed out that
during extreme weather, em-
ployee safety should take prec-
edence over office attendance.
Others noted that expensive
cab fares, flooded roads, and
disrupted transport services
make commuting difficult and
sometimes dangerous.

Many professionals shared
their own experiences of being
pressured to report to work de-
spite heavy rain, flooding, or
other emergencies. The discus-
sion expanded into a broader
debate about workplace cul-
ture, with users arguing that
some organisations continue
to value physical presence over
employee well-being.

The controversy comes at a
time when Pune has been expe-

riencing intense monsoon
rainfall, resulting in wide-
spread waterlogging, traffic
congestion, and disruptions to
daily life. Several areas have
reported flooded roads, strand-
ed vehicles, and long commut-
ing delays, prompting authori-
ties to advise residents to avoid
unnecessary travel.

Social media users also com-
pared the incident with compa-
nies that allow flexible work
arrangements during adverse
weather. Many argued that if
employees can perform their
duties remotely without affect-
ing productivity, organisations
should adopt more compas-
sionate policies during
emergencies.

The viral conversation has
reignited discussions about

toxic workplace culture, mana-
gerial sensitivity, and the im-
portance of flexible work ar-
rangements. Many users
stressed that leadership is not
just about meeting business
targets but also about under-
standing the challenges em-
ployees face outside the
workplace.

While the identity of the
company involved has not
been disclosed, the incident
has become another example
of how workplace decisions
can quickly attract public at-
tention in the age of social me-
dia. For many, the episode
serves as a reminder that em-
pathy and employee welfare
are becoming increasingly im-
portant expectations in today's
professional environment.

o

avy monsoon showers
across the National Capital Re-
gion have once again ignited
the long-standing rivalry be-
tween Noida and Gurugram,
with residents of both cities
taking to social media to debate
which city is better equipped to
handle heavy rainfall. What
started as weather updates
quickly transformed into an on-
line battle over urban planning,
drainage systems, and civic
infrastructure.

After intense rainfall lashed
Delhi-NCR, several parts of Gu-
rugram witnessed severe wa-
terlogging, traffic jams, and
stranded vehicles. Major roads,
including NH-48, Golf Course
Road, and Sohna Road, experi-
enced heavy congestion as rain-
water accumulated in low-lying
areas. Office-goers spent hours
commuting, while many com-
panies advised employees to
work from home to avoid travel
disruptions.Meanwhile, Noida
residents highlighted that their
city remained comparatively
functional despite receiving
significant rainfall. Many users
posted pictures of relatively
clear roads, claiming that bet-
ter drainage systems and
planned urban development
helped Noida cope more effec-
tively with the downpour. The
contrasting visuals soon
sparked comparisons between
the neighbouring cities.

Social media platforms were
flooded with memes, sarcastic
comments, and side-by-side
photographs. Some users jok-
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er Chaos, Social RainRevives Noida-Gurugram
Rivalry Over Infrastructure

ingly declared Noida the "win-
ner" of the rain challenge,
while others mocked Guru-
gram's recurring flooding prob-
lems despite being one of In-
dia's leading corporate hubs.
The online banter revived a ri-
valry that has existed for years,
with residents often comparing
infrastructure, roads, traffic
management, and quality of
life.

However, many experts cau-
tioned against making simplis-
tic comparisons. They pointed
out that both cities face unique
geographical and planning
challenges. Gurugram's rapid
urbanisation, shrinking natu-
ral water bodies, encroachment
on drainage channels, and in-
adequate stormwater infra-
structure have made it particu-
larly vulnerable to urban
flooding during intense
rainfall.

Urban planners also noted
that Noida benefits from being
a more systematically planned
city with wider roads, designat-
ed drainage networks, and
stricter development regula-

tions. Even so, certain parts of
Noida also experienced water-
logging and traffic disruptions,
although on a comparatively
smaller scale.

The debate soon shifted be-
yond social media humour to
larger questions about sustain-
able urban development. Resi-
dents argued that cities should
not compete over who floods
less but instead focus on im-
proving drainage infrastruc-
ture, preserving natural water
channels, and preparing for in-
creasingly frequent extreme
weather events driven by cli-
mate change.

As more rain is forecast
across Delhi-NCR in the com-
ing days, civic authorities in
both Noida and Gurugram have
intensified monitoring of vul-
nerable areas while urging resi-
dents to avoid unnecessary
travel during periods of heavy
rainfall. The latest episode has
once again highlighted that re-
silient infrastructure, rather
than online rivalry, remains the
real challenge for India's rap-
idly growing urban centres.

"Not Your Servant": Cab Driver Cancels
Ride Over Passenger's Cigarette

A viral video showing a cab
driver refusing to continue aride
after a passenger lit a cigarette
inside the vehicle has sparked a
heated debate on passenger eti-
quette, personal boundaries, and
the rights of drivers.

The incident came to light af-
ter a video was shared on the so-
cial media platform X, showing a
tense exchange between a taxi
driver and a passenger. Accord-
ing to the video, the passenger lit
acigarette inside the cab without
asking for permission, prompt-
ing the driver to object
immediately.

The driver calmly questioned
the passenger, asking whether he
had sought permission before
smoking. He made it clear that
smoking was not allowed inside
his vehicle and insisted that the
passenger respect the rules of
the car.

However, the passenger re-
portedly argued that since he
had booked the taxi, he did not
need anyone's permission to
smoke. He claimed that paying
for the ride gave him the right to
do so.

The driver firmly rejected the
argument, explaining that al-
though the passenger had hired
the service, the vehicle remained
his personal property. Refusing
to compromise, he cancelled the

trip on the spot and asked the
passenger to leave the car. He
also declared that he did not
want the fare, saying, "I'm a taxi
driver, not your servant."

The video quickly went viral,
attracting thousands of com-
ments across social media. A
large section of users praised the
driver for standing up for him-
self and maintaining clear
boundaries. Many argued that
passengers should respect a driv-
er's vehicle just as they would
respect someone's home or per-
sonal property.

Several users also pointed out
that cigarette smoke lingers in-
side a car, creating discomfort
for both the driver and future
passengers. They said smokers
should always seek permission
before lighting a cigarette in
someone else's vehicle.

Some users, however, felt the
confrontation could have been

handled more calmly. They sug-
gested the driver could have first
asked the passenger to extin-
guish the cigarette before cancel-
ling the ride. Others countered
that the passenger's dismissive
attitude left the driver with little
choice.

The exact location and date of
the incident have not been inde-
pendently verified. Nevertheless,
the clip has triggered a broader
discussion about mutual respect
between passengers and drivers,
especially in app-based taxi
services.

As the debate continues on-
line, many believe the episode
serves as a reminder that paying
for a service does not give cus-
tomers unlimited rights. Basic
courtesy, respect for personal
property, and consideration for
others remain essential, whether
travelling in a taxi or any other
shared space.

Your Face Is Your Boarding Pass:
Biometric Travel Takes Off

The future of air travel is rapidly
becoming a reality as airlines and
airports around the world increas-
ingly adopt facial recognition tech-
nology, allowing passengers to com-
plete their journey without
repeatedly showing passports or
boarding passes. Instead, a quick fa-
cial scan is all that's needed to move
through check-in, security, immigra-
tion, and boarding.

Biometric travel uses advanced
facial recognition systems to verify
a passenger's identity at multiple
checkpoints. Once travellers regis-
ter their biometric details, cameras
installed throughout the airport
match their face with travel docu-
ments already stored in secure data-
bases. This enables a seamless, con-
tactless experience while reducing
the need for manual document
verification.

Several international airlines and
airports have already rolled out bio-
metric boarding systems. Passen-
gers can simply walk up to a check-
point, look at a camera for a few
seconds, and continue their journey
without producing physical identifi-
cation. The technology significantly
shortens queues and speeds up air-

port operations, particularly during
peak travel periods.

Supporters of biometric travel be-
lieve it offers numerous advantages.
Faster check-in, reduced waiting
times, improved security, and fewer
physical interactions make the trav-
el experience smoother and more ef-
ficient. Airport authorities also ben-
efit from better passenger flow
management and more accurate
identity verification, helping to re-
duce fraud and document-related er-
rors.India has also embraced this
trend through the DigiYatra initia-
tive, which enables registered do-
mestic passengers to use facial rec-
ognition technology at participating
airports. The system allows travel-
lers to enter terminals, clear secu-
rity, and board flights with minimal
document checks, creating a paper-
less and contactless airport
experience.

[

The Indian government is simul-
taneously working on broader air-
port modernisation, including
smart security systems, automated
passenger processing, and faster im-
migration procedures to improve
convenience and reduce congestion
at busy airports.

Despite its advantages, biometric
travel has also raised concerns over
privacy and data protection. Critics
argue that collecting and storing fa-
cial data requires strong cybersecu-
rity measures, transparent policies,
and strict safeguards against mis-
use. Privacy advocates continue to
call for clear regulations governing
how biometric information is col-
lected, stored, shared, and eventu-
ally deleted.

Technology experts believe biom-
etric verification will soon become a
standard feature of international
air travel. As artificial intelligence
and digital identity systems contin-
ue to evolve, passengers may no
longer need to carry multiple travel
documents through airports. In-
stead, their face could become the
only credential required for a faster,
safer, and more seamless journey
from check-in to boarding.
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FIFA Refereeing Ghief
Responds to Argentina-

Egypt World Cup Controversy

FIFA's Head of Refereeing
has finally addressed the con-
troversy surrounding the Ar-
gentina vs Egypt match at the
FIFA World Cup 2026, following
widespread criticism over sev-
eral key officiating decisions
that sparked intense debate
among fans, players, and foot-
ball experts.

The match became one of
the tournament's most talked-
about fixtures after a series of
contentious calls by the refer-
ee, including decisions involv-
ing penalties, fouls, and the use
of VAR. Supporters from both
teams questioned whether the
officiating had influenced the
outcome of the game.

Responding to the criticism,
FIFA's refereeing chief defend-
ed the officials, stating that
every major decision was made
after following the established
protocols and reviewing the
available evidence. He stressed
that the referee and the VAR
team worked together to en-
sure that decisions were based
on the Laws of the Game rath-
er than public opinion.

He acknowledged that con-
troversial moments are an una-
voidable part of football but
insisted that FIFA has full con-
fidence in its match officials.
According to him, every refer-
ee undergoes extensive train-
ing and detailed performance
reviews throughout the tour-
nament to maintain the high-
est standards of officiating.

The official also explained
that VAR is designed to correct
clear and obvious errors rath-
er than re-evaluate every deci-
sion made on the field. He not-
ed that while technology has
significantly improved the ac-
curacy of refereeing, it cannot
eliminate every disagreement
or subjective interpretation.

Despite FIFA's clarification,
the match continues to gener-
ate debate across the football
world. Fans and analysts re-
main divided over whether
some of the crucial decisions
should have been handled dif-
ferently, with many continuing
to discuss the incidents on so-
cial media and sports
platforms.

The governing body reiter-
ated its commitment to trans-
parency and continuous im-
provement in refereeing
standards. FIFA also empha-
sized that match officials are
regularly assessed after every
game, with feedback used to
enhance consistency through-
out the tournament.

The Argentina-Egypt con-
troversy has once again high-
lighted the intense scrutiny
faced by referees on football's
biggest stage. While FIFA
stands by its officials, the de-
bate has renewed discussions
about the role of VAR, referee
accountability, and the ongo-
ing effort to make officiating as
fair and consistent as
possible.

Argentine Referee Panel
forMorocco Quarter-Final

France head coach Didier De-
schamps has responded to FI-
FA's decision to appoint an all-
Argentine refereeing team for
France's FIFA World Cup 2026
quarter-final against Morocco,
a move that has sparked discus-
sion across the football world.

Speaking ahead of the crucial
knockout fixture, Deschamps
said he respects FIFA's appoint-
ment process and believes
match officials should be judged
by their professionalism rather
than their nationality. He
stressed that his team's focus re-
mains entirely on preparing for
the match instead of worrying
about the referee selection.

The appointment attracted at-
tention because Argentina are
one of France's biggest interna-
tional rivals, particularly after
the memorable 2022 FIFA World
Cup final. The decision led to
debate among fans and ana-
lysts, with some questioning
whether the refereeing panel's
nationality could become a talk-
ing point.

Addressing those concerns,
Deschamps dismissed sugges-
tions that the appointment
would influence France's ap-
proach. He said experienced ref-
erees are expected to remain
impartial and make decisions
according to the Laws of the
Game, regardless of where they

come from.

The French coach also em-
phasized that his players have
been instructed to concentrate
solely on their performance on
the pitch. According to him,
dwelling on external issues
such as refereeing appoint-
ments would only distract the
team from its objective of reach-
ing the semi-finals.

Meanwhile, FIFA has main-
tained confidence in its referee
selection process, stating that
officials are appointed based on
performance, experience, and
merit throughout the tourna-
ment. The governing body ex-
pects every match official to up-
hold the highest standards of
fairness and neutrality.

The quarter-final between
France and Morocco is one of
the most anticipated matches of
the tournament, with both
teams aiming to secure a place
in the final four. As excitement
builds, the refereeing appoint-
ment has added another layer
of intrigue to an already high-
profile contest.

Despite the debate surround-
ing the officiating team, Des-
champs made it clear that
France's priority is delivering a
strong performance and letting
their football do the talking on
one of the biggest stages in
world football.

Ashwin Questions 'Rest Culture’,

PLAY /ONE

Backs Players Wanting to Play

Former India spinner R.
Ashwin has questioned the
growing trend of workload
management in international
cricket, saying that players
who are fit and eager to play
should not be forced to take
breaks. His remarks have
sparked fresh debate over play-
er rotation and workload man-
agement in modern cricket.

Speaking on his YouTube
channel, Ashwin referred to
wicketkeeper-batter Sanju
Samson, who has often ex-
pressed his desire to play
whenever given the opportu-
nity. Ashwin said he shares a
similar mindset and believes
that if a player is physically fit,
there isno reason to keep them
out of the playing XI in the
name of workload
management.

"Tdon't want to rest," Ashwin
said, adding that he has always
preferred being on the field
rather than sitting out. He ar-
gued that constantly resting
players could become a "dan-
gerous culture" if it prevents
cricketers from building
rhythm, confidence, and con-
sistency. Ashwin stressed that
every player is different and
workload management should
not be applied uniformly.
While some players may genu-

inely need breaks because of
injuries or heavy schedules,
others are capable of handling
continuous cricket and should
be allowed to decide if they
want to play.

The veteran spinner also
highlighted that maintaining
match rhythm is crucial, par-
ticularly for bowlers and play-
ers who rely on regular game
time to stay at their best. Ac-
cording to him, frequent
breaks can sometimes affect
performance more than they
help.His comments have reig-
nited discussions about how
cricket boards manage player
fitness, especially with packed
international calendars and
multiple franchise leagues.
Many teams now rotate players
across formats to reduce the
risk of injuries and extend
careers.

However, Ashwin believes
there should be greater flexi-
bility in the system, with indi-
vidual preferences and physi-
cal condition taken into
account rather than following
a one-size-fits-all policy.

The remarks have received
mixed reactions from cricket
fans. While many agreed that
players should have the free-
dom to play if they are fit, oth-
ers pointed out that workload
management has helped re-
duce injuries and prolong the
careers of several internation-
al stars.

Ashwin's views once again
underline the ongoing debate
in world cricket—whether pro-
tecting players through regu-
lar rest is more important than
allowing them to maintain
form and momentum by play-
ing consistently.

Pakistan Replaced Shan Masood
With BabarAzam as Test Gaptain

The Pakistan Cricket Board's
decision to reinstate Babar
Azam as Test captain in place
of Shan Masood was driven by
concerns over leadership and
on-field decision-making rath-
er than individual batting per-
formances, according to senior
PCB selector Aaqib Javed.

Speaking on a PCB podcast,
Aaqib Javed said the selectors
were unhappy with Pakistan's
repeated inability to dismiss
opposition lower-order batters
during overseas tours in coun-
tries such as Australia, South
Africa, the West Indies, and
Bangladesh. He believed these
recurring problems reflected
shortcomings in leadership,
tactical planning, and game
management rather than the
players' individual abilities.

Javed stressed that the cap-
taincy change was not made
because of Shan Masood's per-
sonal performances with the
bat. Instead, the selectors felt
the team needed stronger lead-
ership to make better tactical
decisions in crucial moments
and improve overall perfor-
mance in the longest format.

The PCB has also made it
clear that Babar Azam's ap-

pointment is part of a long-
term plan. According to Javed,
the board intends to back Ba-
bar as Test captain for the next
two to three years without
judging him solely on short-
term results. The selectors be-
lieve his experience and matu-
rity make him the right person
to guide Pakistan through the
upcoming World Test Champi-
onship cycle.

Babar previously captained
Pakistan in 20 Test matches be-
tween 2020 and 2023, recording
10 wins, six defeats, and four
draws before stepping down
from the role. The PCB now
hopes his return will bring
greater stability and consist-
ency as Pakistan prepare for
upcoming international

assignments.

Shan Masood, meanwhile,
remains part of Pakistan's
Test squad despite losing the
captaincy. The leadership
change comes after a difficult
period for the team, with Paki-
stan struggling to produce con-
sistent results under his ten-
ure. Reports indicate that
concerns over tactical deci-
sions, over-rate management,
and the team's overall record
also influenced the board's
decision.

With Babar Azam back at the
helm, the PCB is hoping the
team's renewed leadership can
deliver improved performanc-
es and restore Pakistan's com-
petitiveness in Test cricket
over the coming years.

Cristiano Ronaldo's Two-

Word Message Goes Viral :
Amid Retirement Speculation EgyptCoachandScaloni

Cristiano Ronaldo has
sparked an emotional wave
across the football world after
sharing a simple two-word mes-
sage — "Obrigado todos"
("Thank you all") following Por-
tugal's exit from the FIFA World
Cup 2026. The post quickly went
viral, with many fans interpret-
ing it as a farewell message
amid growing speculation
about his international future.

Portugal's World Cup cam-
paign came to an end after a
narrow 1-0 defeat to Spain in the
Round of 16. The heartbreaking
loss marked the conclusion of
what Ronaldo had earlier con-
firmed would be his final FIFA
World Cup appearance, bring-
ing an end to a remarkable jour-
ney spanning six World Cups.

Although his brief social me-
dia post fueled retirement ru-
mors, Ronaldo stopped short of
announcing his retirement
from international football. In-
stead, he expressed gratitude to
fans, teammates, and everyone
who supported him throughout
his World Cup journey.

Following the defeat, the
41-year-old legend also stated
that he would not make any
hasty decisions regarding his
future with the Portugal nation-

al team. He said he intends to
take time before deciding
whether to continue represent-
ing his country beyond the
World Cup.

Ronaldo's emotional message
received millions of reactions
within hours, with football fans,
former players, and celebrities
paying tribute to one of the
greatest careers in the history
of the sport. Many described
his World Cup legacy as inspira-
tional, despite Portugal never
lifting the trophy during his
era.

Throughout the 2026 tourna-
ment, Ronaldo added more
milestones to his extraordinary
career, continuing to rewrite

football's record books while
leading Portugal with his trade-
mark determination and
leadership.

As speculation continues
over his next move, Ronaldo's
message has been widely
viewed as a heartfelt thank-you
rather than a formal goodbye.
Whether he continues playing
for Portugal or chooses to retire
from international football, his
impact on the game remains
unmatched.

For now, the football world
walits for Ronaldo's final deci-
sion, but one thing is certain—
hislegacy as one of the greatest
players in football history is al-
ready secure.
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ECB Faces ICC Scrutiny Over
Ben Stokes "Retirement'Video

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) has land-
ed in controversy after posting
a social media video that jok-
ingly suggested England Test
captain Ben Stokes was retir-
ing. The clip briefly shocked
cricket fans before it was re-
vealed to be part of a promo-
tional campaign, but it has now
reportedly drawn the attention
of the International Cricket
Council (ICC).

The video, shared on the
ECB's official social media plat-
forms, created widespread con-
fusion as it appeared to an-
nounce Stokes' retirement from
international cricket. Given
Stokes' status as one of Eng-
land's most influential cricket-
ers, many fans initially be-
lieved the announcement was
genuine.

It was later revealed that the
clip was intended as a promo-
tional teaser rather than an ac-
tual retirement announce-
ment. However, the post had
already spread rapidly across
social media, prompting criti-
cism from fans who felt the
campaign was misleading.

The ICC is reportedly exam-
ining whether the content
breached its media and com-
munication guidelines. While
no formal disciplinary action
has been announced, the gov-
erning body is said to be re-
viewing the circumstances sur-

rounding the post and its
potential impact on the sport's
credibility.

Several cricket followers crit-
icised the campaign, arguing
that sensitive topics such as a
player's retirement should not
be used for promotional pur-
poses. Others defended the
ECB, saying the video was
meant to generate excitement
and was not intended to deceive
fans for long.

Ben Stokes himself has made
no retirement announcement
and remains fully committed to
England's international com-
mitments. The all-rounder con-
tinues to be a key figure in Eng-
land's Test setup and is
expected to lead the side in up-
coming assignments.

The incident has sparked a
broader discussion about the
growing use of marketing tac-
tics on social media. As sports
organisations increasingly rely
on digital platforms to engage
fans, many believe promotional
campaigns should avoid creat-
ing unnecessary confusion
over major career
announcements.

While the ICC reviews the
matter, the episode serves as a
reminder that official commu-
nications from cricket boards
carry significant weight, and
even promotional content must
strike a balance between crea-
tivity and credibility.

Heated Exchange Between

Tempers flared after the
FIFA World Cup 2026 clash be-
tween Argentina and Egypt, as
Egypt's head coach was in-
volved in a heated exchange
with Argentina manager Li-
onel Scaloni shortly after the
final whistle.

According to reports, the
Egyptian coach confronted
Scaloni while both teams were
leaving the pitch. The discus-
sion quickly became animated,
with emotions running high
following a fiercely contested
encounter that had already
been filled with controversial
moments.

Despite the tense situation,
Scaloni chose not to escalate
the confrontation. The Argen-
tina coach remained calm,
briefly responded to his coun-
terpart, and then walked away,
avoiding any further argu-
ment. His composed reaction
was praised by many observ-
ers, who felt it helped prevent
the incident from becoming
more serious.

The disagreement is be-
lieved to have stemmed from
frustrations over decisions
made during the match, in-
cluding contentious refereeing
calls and heated moments be-

tween players on the field. The
emotionally charged atmos-
phere carried over into the
post-match interactions be-
tween the two coaching staffs.

Players and support staff
from both teams were seen
stepping in to ensure the situa-
tion did not worsen. The ex-
change ended without any
physical altercation, and both
teams eventually headed to
their dressing rooms.

The incident quickly became
a major talking point on social
media, with fans debating the
reasons behind the confronta-
tion. While some sympathised
with the Egyptian coach's frus-
tration, others praised Scaloni
for maintaining his composure
under pressure.

Neither coach made any con-
troversial remarks about the
incident during their post-
match media interactions,
choosing instead to focus on
the game and their respective
teams' performances.

The episode added another
dramatic chapter to an already
intense World Cup encounter,
highlighting the emotions and
pressure that often accompany
high-stakes matches on foot-
ball's biggest stage.
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Chiranjeevi's 12-Hour Action Shoot Leaves Mega 158 Team Amazed

Megastar Chiranjeevi has
once again proved why he re-
mains one of Indian cinema's
most dedicated performers. The
veteran actor recently stunned
the cast and crew of his upcom-
ing film Megal58 by completing
an intense 12-hour action shoot
without showing signs of fa-
tigue, earning widespread appre-
ciation from everyone on the set.

The film, directed by Bobby
Kolli, is currently being shot in
Hyderabad, where the team is
filming one of the movie's big-
gest and most ambitious action
sequences. Choreographed by
renowned stunt masters Ram-
Lakshman, the sequence is de-
signed to showcase Chiranjeevi
in a vintage, mass-action avatar
that fans have long been waiting

to see.

According to reports, Chiran-
jeevi spent nearly 12 continuous
hours performing physically de-
manding scenes alongside a
large team of stunt artists. De-
spite the challenging schedule,

the 70-year-old actor reportedly
maintained remarkable energy
and enthusiasm throughout the
shoot, surprising the entire pro-
duction unit with his commit-
ment and professionalism.
Members of the crew were

said to be amazed by the actor's
discipline and fitness. Many re-
portedly noted that even younger
actors would find such a de-
manding schedule exhausting,
but Chiranjeevi completed every
sequence with unwavering fo-
cus. His dedication has further
boosted excitement surrounding
the film.This action schedule is
considered one of the highlights
of Megal58, with the makers
aiming to recreate the larger-
than-life action style that made
Chiranjeevi a superstar. The
team believes the sequence will
be a major treat for fans when
the film hits theatres.

The film marks Chiranjeevi's
second collaboration with direc-
tor Bobby Kolli after the block-
buster Waltair Veerayya. Expec-

tations are already high, and the
makers are reportedly planning
to unveil the film's title teaser as
a special birthday treat for the
Megastar's fans.

Produced by KVN Produc-
tions, Megal58 features music by
Thaman, cinematography by Vi-
jay Karthik Kannan, production
design by Avinash Kolla, and ed-
iting by Antony Ruben. Actress
Anaswara Rajan plays a key role
in the film, which is being
mounted on a grand scale.

With the latest shooting up-
date creating a buzz across social
media, fans are eagerly waiting
to witness Chiranjeevi's power-
ful comeback in an action-packed
entertainer that promises vin-
tage style, mass appeal, and high-
octane entertainment.

Akhil's Lenin Clears Censor With U/A Certificate

khil Akkineni's much-

awaited comeback film
Lenin has completed its cen-
sor formalities ahead of its
theatrical release. The Cen-
tral Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC) has awarded the
film a U/A certificate, clear-
ing it for audiences with pa-
rental guidance for younger
viewers.

The film has been certified
with a runtime of 158 minutes
(2 hours and 38 minutes), indi-
cating a narrative packed
with action, emotion, and dra-
ma. According to the censor
report, Lenin is an intense ac-
tion entertainer with several

high-impact sequences form-
ing a major part of the story.
To secure the U/A rating,
the makers made a few minor
changes suggested by the
CBFC. Around 32 seconds of
footage featuring graphic vio-
lence, including scenes of de-
capitation and excessive
bloodshed, were removed. A
few visuals were also dark-
ened to reduce the intensity
of violent imagery while pre-
serving the overall narrative.
The censor clearance has
further heightened expecta-
tions for the film, especially
as Akhil returns to the big
screen after a gap of nearly

Dulquer Salmaan's DQ41
Title to Be Revealed Today

Excitement is building
around Dulquer Salmaan's up-
coming Telugu film, tentative-
ly titled DQ41, as the makers
have officially announced that
the film's title and first-look
poster will be unveiled today at
10:08 AM. The announcement
has generated considerable
buzz among fans eager to see
the actor's next Telugu
venture.

The newly released an-
nouncement poster carries the
intriguing tagline "#LoveWill-
SpeakAgain," hinting at a ro-
mantic drama layered with
mystery and emotional story-
telling. The visual features
dreamy aesthetics, suggesting
that the film will offer a blend
of romance, emotions, and
suspense.

Directed by debutant Ravi
Nelakuditi, the film stars Pooja
Hegde as the female lead oppo-
site Dulquer Salmaan. Their
fresh on-screen pairing has al-
ready created excitement, with
fans looking forward to their
chemistry in what promises to
be a heartfelt entertainer.

The supporting cast includes
an impressive lineup of sea-
soned actors such as Ramya
Krishnan, Jagapathi Babu,
Rao Ramesh, Sachin Khedekar,
and Dheekshith Shetty, all of

whom are expected to play piv-
otal roles in the narrative.
Their presence has further
raised expectations for the
project.

Produced by SLV Cinemas,
the film is being mounted on a
grand scale. The music is com-
posed by G.V. Prakash Kumar,
whose soundtrack is expected
to add emotional depth and en-
hance the overall cinematic
experience.

The film has already com-
pleted a major shooting sched-
ule, with the production team
wrapping up key sequences in
picturesque locations. As film-
ing progresses smoothly, the
makers are now preparing to
launch the promotional cam-
paign with the title and first-
look reveal.

Dulquer Salmaan, who en-
joys a strong fan following in
Telugu cinema thanks to suc-
cessful films like Mahanati,
Sita Ramam, and Lucky
Baskhar, is expected to contin-
ue his impressive run with this
project. The upcoming title an-
nouncement and first-look
poster are likely to offer audi-
ences their first glimpse into
the film's world and further
raise anticipation for one of
the most awaited Telugu
releases.

three years. The actor has ex-
pressed strong confidence in
the project during promotion-
al events, describing the emo-
tional climax as one of the
movie's biggest highlights.
Directed by Murali Kishor
Abburu, Lenin stars Bhag-
yashri Borse as the female
lead, while Sivaji, Pramod
Panju, Brahmaji, Sunil, and
Easwari Rao play key sup-
porting roles. The film is
jointly produced by Nagarju-
na Akkineni and Suryadevara
Naga Vamsi under the ban-
ners of Manam Enterprises,
Sithara Entertainments, and
Annapurna Studios. The mu-

sic is composed by S. Thaman,
whose soundtrack and back-
ground score have already
generated considerable buzz.

With its censor process now
complete and advance book-
ings expected to gather mo-
mentum, Lenin is gearing up
for a grand theatrical release.
Industry observers believe
the film could become a cru-
cial milestone in Akhil AkKi-
neni's career, thanks to its ru-
ral action backdrop,
emotionally driven storyline,
and high-octane action se-
quences that have already cre-
ated significant excitement
among fans.

'Vadhala' Trailer Unveils a
Gripping Psychological Thriller

The makers of Vadhala have
released the film's theatrical
trailer, offering audiences a
glimpse into an intense psycho-
logical thriller packed with
mystery, suspense, and emo-
tional conflict. The trailer has
generated considerable curios-
ity with its dark visuals, grip-
ping narrative, and intriguing
performances.

Veteran actor Jagapathi Babu
plays the lead role, portraying a
character caught in a web of
psychological turmoil and mys-
terious events. The trailer hints
at a story where reality and illu-
sion blur, keeping viewers
guessing about what is true and
what is merely a product of the
mind.

Actress Laya marks an im-
portant presence in the film
alongside Hrithika Srinivas,
with both appearing in emo-
tionally charged roles that seem
central to the unfolding mys-
tery. The trailer suggests that
every character carries hidden
secrets, adding multiple layers
to the suspense-filled
narrative.

Directed by Akella V. Krish-
na, Vadhala focuses on psycho-
logical tension rather than con-
ventional action, relying on
strong performances, eerie vis-

uals, and a haunting back-
ground score to create an at-
mosphere of suspense. The
trailer avoids revealing major
plot twists while offering
enough intrigue to keep audi-
ences invested.

The cinematography cap-
tures the film's dark and unset-
tling mood, while the back-
ground music enhances the
feeling of mystery throughout
the trailer. Together, the visuals
and sound design create a grip-
ping cinematic experience that
promises edge-of-the-seat
entertainment.

Produced by Kishore Naidu
Chirumamilla and Tammared-
dy Bharadwaj under the Chari-
tha Chitra Production banner,

the film is positioned as a con-
tent-driven psychological thrill-
er aimed at audiences who en-
joy suspenseful storytelling.

The trailer has received a pos-
itive response on social media,
with many viewers praising
Jagapathi Babu's intense screen
presence and the film's intrigu-
ing premise. Fans are hopeful
that Vadhala will offer a fresh
and engaging experience in the
psychological thriller genre.

Scheduled for a July 17, 2026
theatrical release, Vadhala is
shaping up to be one of the
more interesting suspense dra-
mas of the season, promising
unexpected twists, emotional
depth, and a thrilling cinematic
journey.
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Rashmika Mandanna
Wraps Intense Underwater
Sequence for Mysaa

Actress Rashmika Mandan-
na has completed filming a
challenging underwater action
sequence for her upcoming Tel-
ugu film Mysaa, adding to the
growing excitement surround-
ing the ambitious action thrill-
er. The makers recently shared
the update, revealing that the
demanding sequence is expect-
ed to be one of the film's biggest
highlights.

Directed by debutant Rawin-
dra Pulle, Mysaa has been pro-
gressing steadily through its
production schedules. Rashmi-
ka is said to be playing a never-
before-seen character, making
the film one of the most antici-
pated projects in her career.

According to the production
team, the recently completed
underwater sequence required
extensive preparation and was
filmed over several days. The
makers believe the visuals will
offer audiences a spectacular
cinematic experience and
showcase Rashmika in a com-

pletely new avatar.

The film is currently in its
sixth major shooting schedule
and is moving closer to comple-
tion. Once filming wraps up,
the team is expected to an-
nounce the official theatrical
release date and begin full-
fledged promotions.

Produced by Unformula
Films, Mysaa is being mounted
on a grand scale as a multilin-
gual release. The action thriller
also features Tarak Ponnappa
in a pivotal role, while ac-
claimed composer Jakes Bejoy
is scoring the music.

With Rashmika balancing
multiple high-profile projects
across Telugu, Tamil, and Hin-
di cinema, Mysaa has already
generated significant buzz. The
completion of the underwater
sequence has further height-
ened anticipation, with fans ea-
gerly waiting to see the actress
in one of her most physically
demanding and action-oriented
roles to date.

MS Raju"s Agadha Locks August 14 Release

Veteran filmmaker M.S.
Raju is all set to explore a new
genre with his upcoming mys-
tical thriller Agadha, and the
makers have officially an-
nounced its theatrical release
date. The much-awaited film
will hit cinemas on August 14,
2026, raising excitement
among audiences eager to ex-
perience its unique blend of
mystery, fantasy, and
suspense.

The release date was un-
veiled along with a striking
new poster that reflects the
film's mysterious and super-
natural tone. Ever since its
first-look poster and teaser
were released, Agadha has

generated considerable curi-
osity for its intriguing concept
and visually rich
presentation.

Written and directed by
M.S. Raju, the film marks a
significant departure from the
filmmaker's signature style of
feel-good entertainers. This
time, he ventures into the
world of mystical thrillers,
promising an engaging cine-
matic experience filled with
suspense and fantasy
elements.

The film stars Kamakshi
Bhaskarla, Shravan Reddy, Jo-
vika Vijaykumar, and Ulka
Gupta in lead roles. The en-
semble cast is expected to de-

'Every Family Will Connect With The India Story’ Says Kajal

Actress Kajal Aggarwal has ex-
pressed immense confidence in
her upcoming film The India Sto-
ry, saying that its powerful theme
will resonate with audiences of
all ages and connect with every
family.

Speaking during the film's pro-
motions, Kajal revealed that the
entire cast and crew have worked
tirelessly to bring the story to
life. She said the film deals with

a subject that is both relevant
and emotionally engaging, mak-
ing it a story that families can
easily relate to.

According to Kajal, the makers
have presented the issue in a
compelling and entertaining
manner without compromising
on the film's emotional depth.
She believes audiences will not
only enjoy the movie but also
leave theatres with meaningful

thoughts about its central
message.

The actress also praised direc-
tor Chettan DK and the technical
team for their dedication and
commitment throughout the
making of the film. She appreci-
ated the effort that went into pre-
senting a socially relevant sub-
ject in a cinematic and engaging
way.Shreyas Talpade plays the
male lead alongside Kajal, and

the film marks their first on-
screen collaboration. Their pair-
ing has already generated inter-
est among moviegoers, with the
promotional material receiving a
positive response.

The film has been creating
buzz ever since its teaser and
posters were released. The mak-
ers have positioned it as a social-
ly relevant drama that blends
emotion with a thought-provok-

ing narrative, aiming to enter-
tain while raising awareness
about an important issue.

With Kajal openly expressing
her confidence in the project, ex-
pectations surrounding The In-
dia Story have increased signifi-
cantly. Fans are now eagerly
awaiting the film's release, hop-
ing it delivers a meaningful cin-
ematic experience that appeals to
audiences across generations.

liver performances that com-
plement the film's mysterious
narrative.

The makers have deliberate-
ly kept the storyline under
wraps, revealing only glimps-
es of the film's mystical uni-
verse through the teaser. The
promotional material hints at
a suspense-filled narrative
with supernatural and fanta-
sy elements, leaving audienc-
es eager to discover the se-
crets hidden within the story.

Mounted as a pan-India pro-
ject, Agadha is being produced
under the Sri Adi Varaha En-
tertainments banner. The film
is expected to release in multi-
ple languages, aiming to reach

audiences across the country.

With the release date now
confirmed, the promotional
campaign is likely to gather
momentum in the coming
weeks. The combination of
M.S. Raju's new creative direc-
tion, an intriguing premise,
and visually impressive pro-
motional material has already
created strong anticipation
among movie lovers.

As August 14 approaches,
Agadha is shaping up to be
one of the most interesting
mystical thrillers of the year,
promising a cinematic experi-
ence that blends mythology,
suspense, fantasy, and emo-
tion on a grand scale.
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