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BUZZ POINTS

A battle is unfolding in 
Andhra Pradesh. Many think 
it is a battle between Pawan 
Kalyan and YouTubers. But 
that is only the surface. The 
real battle is between the BJP 
and certain Left-leaning 
groups. They see Pawan Kaly-
an as a representative of  the 
BJP. The YSRCP, on the other 
hand, is making good use of  
these YouTubers. That is why 
Pawan Kalyan and Jana Sena 
supporters view them as YS-
RCP's "PayTM batch."

A fierce fight is going on 
across social media through 
counter-videos from both sides. 
Some people identified with 
the Left are digging up old 
statements made by Pawan 
Kalyan against Jagan and his 
a s s o c i a t e s  a n d  a s k i n g , 
"Shouldn't these also attract 
criminal cases?" They compare 
those remarks with the cases 
filed against Prashna Ravan. 
By now, the saffron camp has 
become completely opposed to 
these YouTubers. More recent-
ly, Jana Sena and TDP cadres 
have also turned against them. 
Only the YSRCP continues to 
openly support them. Even the 
Congress lacks the courage to 
extend open support. Why has 
the situation reached this 
stage?

Pawan Kalyan entered poli-
tics invoking the name of  Che 
Guevara. At that time, some 
Leftists welcomed him. But 
they were shocked when he 
supported Narendra Modi. Lat-
er, when he opposed Modi over 
the issue of  Special Category 
Status for Andhra Pradesh, 
they were pleased again. Dur-
ing the 2019 elections, when he 
allied with the Left parties 
against both the TDP and the 
YSRCP, they admired him even 
more. However, when allega-
tions emerged that all of  it was 
merely part of  a strategy de-
signed by someone else, they 

became disillusioned.
He later announced that he 

would fight for Amaravati. But 
suddenly, he went to Delhi, met 
BJP leaders, and declared that 
he belonged to the NDA. This 
angered the Left groups. Since 
the people of  Andhra Pradesh 
were already strongly opposed 
to Jagan, they did not take 
these developments very seri-
ously. But after coming to pow-
er, Pawan Kalyan's repeated 
emphasis on Sanatana Dhar-
ma, his frequent appearances 
in saffron attire, and the grow-
ing perception that he had be-
come not just the BJP's face in 
Andhra Pradesh but also its 
brand ambassador across 
South India further enraged 
these Left circles.

Their opinion is that Pawan 
is deceiving the public by put-
ting on an act. Pawan's posi-
tion, however, is, "My thoughts 
are my own, my plans are my 
own. Why should it bother 
you?"

That is why they have now 
targeted Pawan Kalyan. But 
the situation has reached this 
point because the criticism 
crossed all limits. As abusive 
language became excessive, 
the popularity of  these YouTu-
bers has become confined to 
only certain sections of  socie-

ty. It is legitimate to question 
someone who has done wrong 
and hold them accountable. 
But it should be done in a man-
ner that the public under-
stands and that even the sup-
porters of  the person being 
criticized are compelled to 
think. It should not be done in 
a way that makes all of  them 
hate you. This is something 
these YouTubers need to reflect 
upon. They should expose 
Pawan's mistakes before the 
p e o p l e  a n d  t a r g e t  h i m 
politically.

But by targeting him person-
ally, they are only benefiting 
Pawan. It was because Jagan 
committed the same mistake 
that Pawan gained political 
momentum. Now these YouTu-
bers are repeating that very 
mistake. This is not to say that 
Pawan has made no mistakes 
or that he should not be ques-
tioned. He certainly should be 
questioned. But this is not the 
way to do it. This is not the lan-
guage that should be used. The 
YouTubers need to realize this.

To those watching social me-
dia, it increasingly appears to 
be a coordinated team effort. 
Whenever Prashna Ravan fac-
es criticism, Jada Shravan Ku-
mar comes forward in his sup-
port. Both of  them, during 

Dalit Christian Sabha meet-
ings, become emotional and 
make irresponsible remarks 
without much thought. Once 
cases are filed and arrests take 
place, people like Tulasi Chan-
du and Mahua Media immedi-
ately come out in their sup-
port. The YSRCP's social media 
network also gets activated in 
their favour. All of  this only 
generates greater sympathy 
for Pawan Kalyan among his 
followers.

For some time now, a gap has 
been widening between the 
Jana Sena leadership and its 
cadre. That is why Pawan Kaly-
an has recently been trying to 
reorganise the party through 
various committees. Even 
then, dissatisfaction within the 
cadre has not completely disap-
peared. However, this YouTu-
bers' episode has united Jana 
Sena leaders and workers once 
again. They have set aside 
their internal differences, be-
come emotionally united, and 
focused on defending Pawan.

The YSRCP's attempts re-
garding the Kapu community 
also produced a similar boo-
merang effect. Even Kapu lead-
ers who had earlier opposed 
Pawan Kalyan eventually held 
meetings and publicly declared 
their support for him.

If  YouTubers cross legal 
boundaries, cases may certain-
ly be filed against them. How-
ever, neither Pawan Kalyan 
nor the government should de-
liberately harass them by fil-
ing one case after another. At 
the same time, YouTubers 
should continue questioning 
Pawan Kalyan, Chandrababu 
Naidu, or any other leader. But 
they should do so on behalf  of  
the people and on issues that 
concern the public. If  they in-
stead pursue personal agendas 
and obsessive campaigns, the 
entire exercise is bound to 
backfire.

Who Is Fighting With Whom?

Sunnapurallapalle, July 
3 | TPN Bureau

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu on Friday said 
Andhra Pradesh is poised to 
become India’s next steel pow-
erhouse, backed by major in-
vestments from JSW Steel and 
ArcelorMittal, along with the 
revival of  Visakhapatnam 
Steel Plant. He termed the 
launch of  the Rayalaseema 
Steel Plant as a new chapter in 
the region’s industrial growth.

Naidu launched construc-
tion works of  the JSW Rayala-
seema Steel Plant at Sun-
n a p u r a l l a p a l l e  i n 
Jammalamadugu constituency 
in the presence of  JSW Group 
Chairman and Managing Di-

rector Sajjan Jindal and Union 
Minister Srinivasa Varma. He 
also launched the JSW Neo En-
ergy Solar Captive Power Pro-
ject and virtually inaugurated 
the JSW industrial park in Vi-
zianagaram district.

The steel plant will be devel-
oped in two phases with an in-
vestment of  Rs 16,350 crore and 
a capacity of  2 million tonnes 
annually. The project, along 
with the captive renewable en-
ergy unit, is expected to gener-

ate 2,700 direct jobs. JSW Neo 
Energy will establish a 3,850 
MW solar and wind project 
with an investment of  Rs 20,350 
crore, while the industrial 
park in Vizianagaram will 
come up on 1,166 acres with an 
outlay of  Rs 531 crore.

Addressing the gathering, 
Naidu said Rayalaseema has 
transformed into a hub for hor-
ticulture, minerals, automo-
biles, electric mobility, defence 
manufacturing, drones, elec-
tronics and green energy. He 
asserted that the region is no 
longer drought-prone but is 
evolving into a prosperous and 
water-secure industrial zone.

He highlighted the proposed 
Rs 1.35 lakh crore ArcelorMit-

tal plant in Anakapalle and re-
called securing Rs 11,440 crore 
support from the Centre for Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel Plant. Crit-
icising the previous YSRCP 
government, he alleged failure 
in irrigation expansion and 
misuse of  resources in earlier 
industrial allocations.

Sajjan Jindal described 
Chandrababu Naidu as a rare 
visionary leader and an-
nounced plans to expand the 
steel plant and invest nearly Rs 
50,000 crore across the State, 
creating about 50,000 jobs.

Ministers S Savitha and Got-
tipati Ravi Kumar, BJP State 
president P V N Madhav, MLA 
Adinarayana Reddy and others 
were present.

AP Set to Emerge as Steel Powerhouse with Global Investments
Kuppam, July 3 | TPN 

Bureau
Chief  Minister N Chandrab-

abu Naidu on Friday under-
lined the need to develop a 
skilled workforce to meet grow-
ing industrial demands, stat-
ing that skill development 
must be the top priority for 
sustaining industrial growth 
and employment generation.

During his visit to Poguru-
palle village in Gudupalle man-
dal of  Kuppam constituency, 
the Chief  Minister inaugurat-
ed key industrial projects, in-
cluding the Rs 200-crore ABIS 
Proteins Private Limited 
greenfield poultry and chicken 
processing unit and an MSME 

Park developed by APIIC.
The ABIS Proteins facility, 

established over 30.75 acres, is 
expected to generate around 
1,400 jobs, including 700 direct 
and 700 indirect employment 
opportunities. Naidu inspected 
the plant, reviewed its opera-
tions, and handed over ap-
pointment letters to candidates 
selected through a job fair. 
Commercial production is 
scheduled to begin this month. 
The unit is also expected to 
strengthen the local poultry 
ecosystem by ensuring assured 
market access for farmers and 
promoting contract farming, 
benefiting allied sectors such 
as feed supply

Mangalagiri, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister for HRD and IT 
Nara Lokesh on Friday laid the 
foundation stone for renova-
tion and restoration works at 
Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswa-
my Temple located at the Digu-
va Sannidhi of  the Mangalagi-
ri pilgrimage centre.

On his arrival, Lokesh was 
accorded a traditional wel-
come with Poorna Kumbham 
by temple priests and officials. 
He performed Bhoomi Puja for 
the construction of  a new Ya-
gashala and for the reconstruc-
tion of  Vahanashala, Ganta 
Mandapam and restoration of  
Sri Krishnadevaraya Manda-
pam. He also unveiled a com-
memorative plaque, inspected 
architectural models and par-
ticipated in special rituals. 
Priests offered Vedic blessings 
a n d  p r e s e n t e d 
Teertha-Prasadam.

The works, taken up at a cost 
of  Rs 6.3 crore under Endow-
ments Department funds, in-

clude restoration of  Sri 
Krishnadevaraya Mandapam, 
construction of  Yagashala, 
Ganta Mandapam and Vahana-
shala along with allied devel-
opment works. 

Lokesh instructed officials 
to prepare a comprehensive 
master plan for temple devel-
opment, ensuring improved fa-
cilities for devotees. He direct-
ed that all works be executed 
strictly in accordance with 
temple traditions, without af-
fecting the smooth darshan of  
devotees, and emphasized 
proper arrangements for daily 
prasadam distribution. He also 
inspected the temple Pushka-
rini and offered suggestions 
for its maintenance.

Later, he received petitions 
from devotees and interacted 
with them.

Endowments Department 
Commissioner K Ramachan-
dra Mohan, Temple Executive 
Officer Koganti Sunil Kumar 
and Temple Board members 
and others participated.  

Lokesh Lays Foundation Stone for Lakshmi 
Narasimhaswamy Temple Development Works

Kuppam Emerges  
as Investment Hub

 Naidu Unveils Rs 9,321 Crore Projects, Vows Jobs for Every Family

Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

 Minister for HRD, IT and 
Electronics Nara Lokesh on 
Friday announced that JSW 
Group will establish a world-
class Sports Centre of  Excel-
lence in Andhra Pradesh to 
strengthen the sports ecosys-
tem and nurture international-
level talent.

Lokesh hosted a dinner 
meeting at his Undavalli resi-
dence with elite athletes select-
ed for the Commonwealth 
Games, Asian Games and Para 
Games. He interacted with ath-
letes, seeking suggestions on 

improving sports infrastruc-
ture, coaching standards and 
training facilities in the state.

Athletes informed the Minis-
ter that Andhra Pradesh earli-
er had strong coaching sys-
tems, which weakened after 
2019, and recalled the Centre of  
Excellence earlier set up in 
Guntur during Chandrababu 
Naidu’s tenure with foreign 
coaches. Responding, Lokesh 
said sports policy should re-
main consistent across govern-
ments and assured that a new 
Centre of  Excellence with glob-
al standards and expert coach-
es would be

JSW to Set Up Sports Centre of  
Excellence in AP, Announces Lokesh

Pithapuram, July 3 | 
TPN Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan on Thursday 
congratulated the staff  of  
Moolapet Zilla Parishad High 
School in Pithapuram constitu-
ency for securing top results in 
Kakinada district in SSC and 
Intermediate examinations in 
the last academic year.

He expressed happiness over 
the increasing student strength 
in the school and noted that a 
“no-admission board” had 
been displayed due to full en-
rolment from Class 7 to Inter-
mediate BiPC. He appreciated 
the efforts of  teaching and non-
teaching staff, stating that 
their commitment helped the 
government school achieve 
strong academic performance 
and recognition. He also said 
he would visit the school dur-
ing his next tour of  Pithapuram 
and called upon other govern-
ment schools in the constitu-

ency to draw inspiration from 
its performance.
Reviews EAGLE Anti-Drug 
Report

In another development, 
Pawan Kalyan was briefed at 
the Mangalagiri camp office by 
EAGLE Division Chief  and Cy-
ber Crime IG A K Ravikrishna. 
The official submitted the an-
nual report of  the EAGLE Divi-
sion and explained measures 
taken to curb ganja and drug-
related activities in the state. 
He also detailed actions being 
taken by the cyber crime divi-
sion against social media har-

assment, obscene content and 
trolling targeting women.

Meanwhile, Pawan Kalyan 
had a productive meeting with 
Governor Abdul Nazeer. He 
posted on the social media plat-
form X that he had a warm 
meeting and appreciated his 
guidance and hospitality.

Officials said the discussions 
reflected the government’s con-
tinued focus on education per-
formance, drug control en-
forcement and cyber safety 
measures across Andhra 
Pradesh, including monitoring 
of  YSRCP-related online activ-
ity in certain cases.

Pawan Kalyan Congratulates 
Moolapet ZP High School Staff

New Delhi, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will travel to New Zea-
land next week on his first of-
ficial visit to the country, mark-
ing a key milestone in bilateral 
relations between the two 
nations.

The visit comes shortly after 
India and New Zealand signed 
a landmark Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) in April this year, 
which is expected to dominate 
discussions between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon.

Christopher Luxon de-
scribed the visit as historic and 
said India, one of  the world’s 
fastest-growing economies, is 
an important partner in New 
Zealand’s economic future. He 
said the talks will focus on ex-
panding cooperation in trade, 
investment, education, tech-
nology and regional security.

Under the FTA, New Zealand 
will remove tariffs on all Indi-

an exports, while India will 
gradually eliminate duties on 
nearly 95 percent of  New Zea-
land exports. Both sides expect 
the agreement to boost trade, 
create jobs and strengthen 
business opportunities.

During the visit, leaders are 
expected to review steps to in-
crease bilateral trade, improve 
investment flows and enhance 
cooperation 

PM Modi to Visit New Zealand 
Next Week, FTA in Focus
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 DyCM Reviews Efforts to Combat Narcotics and Cybercrime
Mangalagiri, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan on Friday re-
viewed the state's efforts to 
combat narcotics and cyber-
crime during a meeting with 
Eagle Wing Chief  and Cyber 
Crime Inspector General A.K. 
Ravikrishna at the camp office 
in Mangalagiri.

Ravikrishna presented the 
Eagle Wing's annual report to 
the Deputy Chief  Minister, de-
tailing the initiatives being un-
dertaken to curb ganja cultiva-
tion, drug trafficking and 
substance  abuse  across 
Andhra Pradesh. The report 
also highlighted the depart-
ment's achievements and the 
outcomes of  its enforcement 

activities carried out over the 
past year.

The Cyber Crime Inspector 
General briefed Pawan Kalyan 
on the stringent measures be-
ing taken against social media 

harassment, online trolling 
and individuals posting ob-
scene and offensive content 
targeting women on digital 
platforms. He explained the 
steps initiated by the Cyber 
Crime wing to identify offend-
ers, strengthen monitoring 
mechanisms and take legal ac-
tion against those involved in 
cyber offences.

The annual report outlined 
the Eagle wing's continuing ef-
forts to intensify action against 
narcotics-related crimes while 
enhancing cyber surveillance 
and response systems. Offi-
cials said the initiatives are 
aimed at ensuring a safer soci-
ety, protecting vulnerable 
groups and creating a secure 
digital environment for citi-
zens across the state.

AP Seeks Centre's Backing for Ports 
and Maritime Infrastructure Expansion
Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

 Minister for Roads and 
Buildings, Infrastructure and 
Investments B.C. Janardhan 
Reddy met Union Minister for 
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sarbananda Sonowal in 
New Delhi on Thursday and 
sought greater central support 
for strengthening maritime in-
frastructure in the state. Union 
Civil Aviation Minister K. Ram 
Mohan Naidu also participated 
in the meeting.

The discussions focused on 
coastal infrastructure develop-
ment and measures to acceler-
ate port-led economic growth 
in Andhra Pradesh. Janardhan 

Reddy requested the Centre to 
facilitate Visakhapatnam Port 
Authority's participation in 
the development of  Mulapeta 
Port and sought assistance in 
allocating salt lands for port 
projects.

He also appealed for sanc-
tion of  connectivity roads to 
Gangavaram Port and the Ar-
celorMittal Nippon Steel India 
(AMNS) port in Anakapalli un-
der the Sagarmala scheme. 
The minister sought financial 
support under Sagarmala 2.0 
for fishing harbour projects 
and central assistance for the 
proposed Dugarajapatnam 
Mega Ship Building Cluster. 
Senior officials also attended 
the meeting.

Green Steel Plant in Kadapa a 
Milestone in AP's Industrial Growth
Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Energy Minister Gottipati 
Ravi Kumar on Friday said 
the commencement of  con-
struction works for the Green 
Steel Plant in Kadapa by 
Chief  Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu marks a major 
m i l e s t o n e  i n  A n d h r a 
P r a d e s h ' s  i n d u s t r i a l 
development.

Describing it as the coun-
try's first steel manufacturing 
facility focused on green en-
ergy, the minister said the 
project will be developed with 
an investment of  Rs.2,000 

crore and a power generation 
capacity of  400 MW. He noted 
that the venture is expected to 
create direct and indirect em-
ployment opportunities for 
nearly 1,000 people.

Ravi Kumar said the state 
government is pursuing a 
comprehensive strategy to po-
sition Andhra Pradesh as a 
leading hub for renewable en-
ergy and green industries. Re-
ferring to the Centre's goal of  
achieving 500 GW of  renewa-
ble energy capacity, he said 
Andhra Pradesh has set a tar-
get of  developing 160 GW of  
green energy capacity.

The minister said the gov-
ernment is promoting invest-
ments in solar power, wind 
energy, Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems, Pumped Storage 
Projects, green hydrogen and 
Compressed Biogas. He added 
that investor-friendly policies 
are helping attract industries, 
generate employment and en-
sure sustainable industrial 
growth in the state.

JSW Steel Project Restart a Positive 
Step, Says YS Jagan; Shares Old Photo
Tadepalli, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

YS Jagan noted that several 
key groundwork initiatives for 
the JSW Steel plant project 
were undertaken during his 
government, including finali-
sation of  JSW as the project de-
veloper, facilitation of  environ-
mental clearances, allocation 
of  water resources, land allot-
ment, and development of  road 
connectivity and supporting 
infrastructure. He said these 
measures created the neces-
sary foundation for the project 
to progress at a faster pace.

In a post on X on Friday, YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, YSRCP 
President and former Chief  

Minister, welcomed the inaugu-
ration of  the JSW Steel plant 
project in Kadapa, sharing an 
old photograph from the Bhoo-
mi Puja. He stated that the re-
start of  the plant marks a ma-
jor step for Rayalaseema’s 
industrial growth and employ-
ment generation.

He said the revival brings 
hope to youth and families 

awaiting economic opportuni-
ties and expressed happiness 
over progress on the long-pend-
ing project in his home 
district.

Jagan congratulated JSW 
Steel Chairman Sajjan Jindal 
and the team, stressing that in-
dustrial development must 
continue irrespective of  politi-
cal changes. He said delays in 
such projects directly impact 
employment and regional 
progress.

He added that Kadapa and 
the Rayalaseema region re-
quire sustained industrial 
growth for inclusive develop-
ment and long-term job crea-
tion, and wished the project 
timely completion.

Infant Kidnap Case Solved 
 in 24 Hours, Four Held

Bapatla, July 3 | TPN Bureau

Police solved the kidnapping 
of  a male infant in Chirala 
within 24 hours, arrested four 
accused involved in the crime 
and safely reunited the child 
with his parents, Bapatla Su-
perintendent of  Police Um-
amaheshwar said on Friday.

According to the SP, uniden-
tified persons abducted the in-
fant on July 1 while he was 
sleeping beside his mother at 
Kothapeta in Chirala. Follow-
ing the complaint, police 
launched an intensive investi-
gation and constituted seven 
special teams to trace the 
kidnappers.

Search operations were car-
ried out across Bapatla, 
Prakasam and Guntur dis-
tricts. Investigators relied on 
CCTV footage, technical sur-
veillance and other advanced 
technological tools to track the 
movements of  the accused. 
The suspects were eventually 

traced and apprehended near 
Tanguturu in Prakasam 
district.

Umamaheshwar said the ab-
ductors had allegedly kid-
napped the child after accept-
ing a  contract  from an 
individual who sought custody 
of  the infant. He noted that po-
lice utilised the 360 Cams appli-
cation along with other techno-
logical resources to identify 
and track the accused.

The SP commended the ef-
forts of  the investigation 
teams, stating that the prompt 
action and effective use of  
technology enabled police to 
crack the case within a day and 
rescue the infant unharmed.

 Manginapudi Beach Set for 
63-Foot Vijaya Ganapati Idol  

Machilipatnam, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Mines, Geology and Excise 
Minister Kollu Ravindra on 
Thursday perfor med the 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
a 63-foot Vijaya Ganapati clay 
idol at Manginapudi Beach, 
aiming to develop the coastal 
site into a major tourism hub.

The project, led by the Ma-
haganapati Seva Samithi, 
seeks to give Manginapudi a 
unique identity on the lines of  
the Khairatabad Ganesh idol. 
Foundation stones were also 
laid for model temples inspired 
by Kanipakam, Tirumala Ven-
kateswara Swamy Temple, Sri-
sailam Mallikarjuna Swamy 
Temple, Vijayawada Kanaka 
Durga Temple and the Ayod-
hya Ram Temple.

Ravindra said the govern-
ment plans to develop 250 acres 

around the beach to promote 
tourism. He added that the up-
coming Machilipatnam Port 
and proposed industries would 
accelerate regional growth and 
position the town as a gateway 
to Amaravati.

RTC Chairman Konakalla 
Narayana, leader Gorrepati 
Gopichand, TDP district gen-
e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  G o p u 
Satyanarayana, former munic-
ipal chairman Babaprasad, of-
ficials and party leaders at-
tended the programme.

 AP to Overhaul Drug Procurement 
System in Government Hospitals

Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to revamp 
the drug procurement and dis-
tribution system in govern-
ment hospitals and constituted 
a special committee to recom-
mend reforms within two 
weeks, Health Minister Satya 
Kumar Yadav said on Friday.

During a four-hour review 
meeting at the Secretariat with 
senior officials, the minister 
directed the committee, head-
ed by Director of  Medical Edu-
cation Vishnuvardhan, to ex-
amine gaps in the existing 

system and suggest measures 
to ensure uninterrupted avail-
ability of  medicines to pa-
tients. The panel includes offi-
cials from the Public Health 
Department, Directorate of  
Secondary Health, APMSIDC, 
hospital superintendents and 

pharmacists.
Satya Kumar Yadav also 

called for a fixed calendar for 
procurement and supply of  
medical equipment and ma-
chinery to streamline tender-
ing and reduce costs. He re-
viewed progress of  hospital 
infrastructure projects, includ-
ing critical care blocks, inte-
grated public health laborato-
ries, Ayush dispensaries and 
medical colleges. Officials 
were instructed to expedite 
construction works and secure 
NABL accreditation for food 
safety laboratories in Vi-
sakhapatnam and Tirupati 
within three months.

Govt Warns Tobacco Firms Against 
Cartels to Protect Farmers' Interests
Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

The Centre has constituted a 
high-level expert committee 
under the Indian Council of  
Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
to examine issues faced by To-
tapuri mango farmers, particu-
larly the sharp fall in prices, 
Andhra Pradesh Agriculture 
Minister Kinjarapu Atchan-
naidu said on Friday.

The minister said the state 
government had taken the is-
sue seriously and that the Cen-
tre acted promptly following a 
request made by Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu. He 
noted that Union Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan inter-
acted directly with Totapuri 
mango growers during his re-
cent visit to Andhra Pradesh 
and assessed their concerns.

According to Atchannaidu, 
the committee comprises sen-
ior ICAR scientists, experts 

from Andhra Pradesh Horti-
cultural University and offi-
cials from the state horticul-
ture department. It will visit 
mango-growing regions and 
consult farmers, pulp indus-
tries, exporters, farmer pro-
ducer organisations and gov-
er nment of ficials before 
submitting recommendations.

The minister said the state 
government would extend full 
cooperation to the panel and 
expressed confidence that co-
ordinated efforts by the Centre 
and the state would help find a 
lasting solution to the prob-
lems confronting Totapuri 
mango farmers.

Rs 15.33 Cr Revival of Vedadri-Kanchala Lift Scheme Launched 
Jaggayyapeta, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

Water Resources Minister 
Nimmala Ramanaidu on Thurs-
day launched restoration works 
of  the Vedadri-Kanchala Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme in Jaggayyapeta 
constituency of  NTR district at 
an estimated cost of  Rs 15.33 
crore.

MP Kesineni Chinni, MLAs 
Sriram Tatayya and Tangirala 
Soumya, Irrigation Advisor Ven-
kateswara Rao and IDC Manag-
ing Director Tirumala Rao at-

tended the programme.
The minister said the scheme 

will provide irrigation to 17,366 
acres in Jaggayyapeta and Nan-
digama constituencies. He noted 
that the previous TDP govern-

ment spent Rs 5.36 crore on main-
tenance between 2014 and 2019, 
while alleging that the YSRCP 
regime neglected upkeep, render-
ing the scheme defunct from 2021.

He said restoration works are 
targeted for completion by the 
2027 kharif  season. Alleging that 
only 166 of  1,023 lift schemes are 
functional, he announced ten-
ders worth Rs 4,500 crore for re-
pairs and long-term mainte-
nance, adding that Rs 1,200 crore 
has been spent in two years to 
revive irrigation and ensure wa-
ter supply to farmers.

South Coast Railway Replaces 500 
Hanger Cables on Godavari Arch Bridge
Rajahmundry, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

South Coast Railway has re-
placed 500 of  the 672 corroded 
hanger cables on the historic 
Godavari Bow String Arch 
Railway Bridge at Rajahmun-
dry, achieving 74.4 per cent 
progress in its rehabilitation.

The work on Bridge No. 248 
on the Vijayawada–Visakhapa-
tnam section is being carried 
out without disrupting train 
services. Officials said 20 of  
the 28 spans have been com-
pleted, marking 71.4 per cent 

overall progress.
Old DINA hanger cables are 

being replaced with corrosion-
resistant cables meeting inter-
national standards. The up-
grade includes high-strength 
PSC strands, advanced protec-
tion systems and modern engi-

neering techniques with in-
puts from global experts and 
IIT Mumbai.

A Bridge Health Monitoring 
System with over 272 smart 
sensors has also been installed 
to track structural behaviour 
and environmental conditions 
in real time.

Vijayawada DRM Mohit So-
nakiya said the project reflects 
strong engineering capabili-
ties, while Senior Divisional 
Engineer P. Sreenivasa Rao 
noted that the work is pro-
gressing with precision and 
strict safety protocols.

Jai Amaravati Slogans Echo at Kadapa Event  
Kadapa, July 3 | TPN Bureau

Slogans of  “Jai Amaravati” 
reverberated at a public meet-
ing in Kadapa on Friday dur-
ing the launch of  works for the 
Rayalaseema Steel Plant, with 
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu joining the chants.

Addressing the gathering, he 
said the government is com-
mitted to developing Amara-
vati as a capital that all citi-
zens of  Andhra Pradesh can 
take pride in. He alleged that 
the previous administration 
followed a policy of  destruc-
tion and lacked credibility.

Naidu accused the YSRCP of  
initially supporting Amaravati 
before shifting to a three-capi-
tal proposal after coming to 
power. He criticised leaders for 

frequently changing their 
stand on the capital issue.

The Chief  Minister said in-
vestor confidence is returning 
due to stable governance and 
urged political leaders not to 
undermine people’s self-re-
spect. He alleged that the three-
capital proposal caused signifi-
cant damage to the state’s 
development prospects.

APCRDA Orders Immediate Measures to Curb Road Accidents
Amaravati, July 3 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Capital 
Region Development Authority 
(APCRDA) has initiated immedi-
ate measures to prevent road ac-
cidents in Amaravati, with Com-
missioner V. Vijaya Ramaraju 
issuing directives on Thursday.

At a review meeting in 
Rayapudi with traffic police and 

officials, he called for swift im-
plementation of  safety steps. 
Traffic personnel were asked to 
procure barricades and speed 
guns through the Guntur Collec-
tor to regulate heavy vehicle 
movement.

Police were directed to deploy 
adequate staff  at key junctions, 
while RTO officials were told to 
introduce systems limiting con-
struction vehicles to 40 kmph. A 

QR code-based application will 
be developed to track vehicles 
and identify contractors in case 
of  incidents.

Contractors were asked to 
submit route maps, with plans to 
divert heavy vehicles to the E8 
road instead of  the E3 Seed Axis 
Road. Movement will be restrict-
ed between 8 am and 11 am and 
from 4 pm to 7 pm to ensure com-
muter safety.

PIN POINT
AP Haj Pilgrims Return Safely

Vijayawada, July 3 | TPN Bureau

All pilgrims from Andhra Pradesh who undertook the Haj 
pilgrimage in 2026 have returned safely, State Haj Commit-
tee Chairman Haji Sheikh Hasan Basha said on Friday.At a 
press conference in Vijayawada, he said nearly 2,000 pil-
grims travelled to Makkah and Madinah via Vijayawada, 
Bengaluru and Hyderabad embarkation points and com-
pleted the pilgrimage without major difficulties. He noted 
that Haj inspectors and Khadimul Hujjaj provided continu-
ous assistance.Hasan Basha said Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu fulfilled his promise by granting Rs.1 lakh 
each to eligible pilgrims travelling from Vijayawada. Under 
Minority Welfare Minister N.M.D. Farooq’s supervision, 
Rs.1 lakh was credited through Direct Benefit Transfer to 
333 pilgrims. He thanked the government for supporting 
minority welfare.

SHC to Meet on July 7 Over  
Visakha Dairy Allegations

Amaravati, July 3 | TPN Bureau

A Special House Committee (SHC) probing alleged irregu-
larities in Visakha Dairy will meet on July 7 at 11 a.m. in 
the Assembly Committee Hall, said Assembly Secretary 
General Prasanna Kumar Suryadevara.The meeting, earlier 
scheduled for June 29, was postponed due to unavoidable 
reasons. The committee will now take up the inquiry into 
corruption allegations linked to the dairy.Constituted to 
examine complaints and irregularities, the SHC is expected 
to deliberate on the issues and decide further steps in the 
investigation.The information was released by the Informa-
tion and Public Relations Department, Andhra Pradesh 
Secretariat.

Nominations  
Invited for National Awards 

Amaravati, July 3 | TPN Bureau

The Department of  Empowerment of  Persons with Dis-
abilities has invited nominations for the National Awards 
for Empowerment of  Persons with Disabilities 2026, said 
Director M. Venugopal Reddy.The awards recognise indi-
viduals and organisations for innovative contributions to 
improving the lives of  persons with disabilities. They will 
be given under two categories—Individual Excellence and 
Institutions Engaged in Empowerment.Venugopal Reddy 
said eligibility criteria, guidelines and nomination details 
are available on the Rashtriya Puraskar Portal. Applica-
tions can be submitted online at www.awards.gov.in till July 
31.He urged district collectors and department heads to pub-
licise the awards and ensure eligible candidates apply on 
time.

File photo File photo 
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Kuppam Emerges  
as Investment Hub

continued
The Chief  Minister also in-

augurated the APIIC-developed 
MSME Park spread across 
44.58 acres and directed offi-
cials to begin allotment of  167 
industrial plots from July. The 
park is designed to promote mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises and accelerate local em-
ployment generation.

In addition, Naidu launched 
a Rs 28-crore rooftop solar pro-
ject benefiting 7,489 SC and ST 
families and dedicated five 
RESCO power substations 
built for Rs 25 crore in Kan-
amanapalli, Gangapuram, T 
Samudram, Krishnanagar and 
Balla villages.

Reaffirming his commit-
ment to Kuppam’s transforma-
tion, the Chief  Minister said 
industries would drive growth 
in agriculture and services. He 
urged youth to move beyond 
job-seeking and focus on be-
coming job creators through 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  s k i l l 
development.

Addressing the Swarna Kup-
pam – Investment platform 
public meeting at Pogurupalle, 
Naidu virtually inaugurated 
and laid foundation stones for 
multiple industrial and devel-
opment projects. The Kuppam 
Area Development Authority 
signed MoUs with several com-
panies, enabling large-scale in-
vestments and employment 
opportunities.

He announced that 30 indus-

tries with a total investment of  
Rs 9,321 crore will be estab-
lished in Kuppam, generating 
thousands of  direct and indi-
rect jobs. He described the ini-
tiative as a landmark develop-
ment, stating that attracting 
such investments in a single 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  i s 
unprecedented.

Naidu said Kuppam, once 
considered remote, is now at-
tracting global companies 
across sectors such as foot-
wear, aircraft training, battery 
technology and biotechnology. 
He stressed the need to align 
skill development with indus-
try requirements and encour-
aged entrepreneurship in eve-
ry family.

Highlighting progress indi-
cators, he said Kuppam’s GSDP 
has grown by 38 percent and 
per capita income reached Rs 
2.11 lakh, driven by irrigation 
projects, horticulture and 
dairy expansion. He assured 
adeqvuate water supply for 
drinking and industrial use 
while maintaining 70 % green 
cover.

The Chief  Minister also said 
8,000 families have been adopt-
ed under the P4 programme 
and announced plans to devel-
op Pogurupalle into a world-
class industrial township. Min-
ister Mandipalli Ramprasad 
Reddy, public representatives 
a n d  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s 
participated

JSW to Set Up Sports Centre of  
Excellence in AP, Announces Lokesh

continued

established in collaboration 
with JSW.

He said the government is 
working on building a strong 
sports ecosystem, including 
district-level sports arenas and 
integration of  modern train-
ing methods. He highlighted 
that Andhra Pradesh Cricket 
Association is also supporting 
multiple sports beyond cricket.
Lokesh noted that a 3% reser-
vation for sportspersons has 
already been introduced in 
DSC recruitment, along with 
initiatives like “No Bag Day” 
in government schools on Sat-
urdays to encourage sports 
participation. He also men-
tioned special incentives for 

women athletes and the nam-
ing of  a stand at Visakhapat-
nam Cricket Stadium after 
Mithali Raj.Athletes such as 
PV Sindhu, Satwik Sairaj, Jy-
othika Sri, Bhavani Karthik, 
Venkatarami Reddy, R Swathi, 
Bhavani Yadav, Kusuma Ra-
vada, Ganesh Maniratnam, 
Rashmi, Mallala Anusha, Siri-
sha, Kunja Rajitha, Yukthasri 
and Teerthu Samadev attended 
the meeting.The governmnt 
has released Rs 2.23 crore for 
training 18 athletes preparing 
for international events. Loke-
sh assured additional support 
and urged athletes to bring 
medals and elevate Andhra 
Pradesh’s global sporting 
presence.

PM Modi to Visit New Zealand 
Next Week, FTA in Focus

continued

in agriculture, food process-
ing, renewable energy, tour-
ism, education and digital tech-
nologies. Skilled workforce 
mobility and innovation part-
nerships are also likely to be 
discussed.Strategic issues will 
also be part of  the agenda, in-
cluding cooperation in the In-
do-Pacific region, maritime se-
curity, climate change, disaster 
resilience and people-to-people 

exchanges.
Officials said the visit, 

though brief, will provide fresh 
momentum to India–New Zea-
land relations and reinforce 
commitments to a stronger 
economic and strategic part-
nership. With the FTA as the 
foundation, both countries aim 
to expand long-term coopera-
tion and deepen engagement 
a c r o s s  m u l t i p l e  
sectors.

Ravi Podili

 Araku constituency in 
Andhra Pradesh is emerging 
as a renewed focal point of  po-
litical activity ahead of  the 
next electoral cycle, with both 
the ruling alliance and the op-
position intensifying their out-
reach strategies in the tribal-
dominated re gion.  Once 
considered a stronghold of  the 
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP), 
Araku is now witnessing in-
creased attention from Jana 
Sena Party as part of  its broad-
er expansion plan across the 
state.

Jana Sena expands organi-
sational reach in Araku

Political observers note that 
YSRCP has historically main-
tained a strong support base in 
Araku, particularly among 
tribal communities, due to wel-
fare schemes and sustained 

grassroots engagement. How-
ever, recent developments indi-
cate that Jana Sena Party is 
making concerted efforts to ex-
pand its presence in the con-
stituency by strengthening its 
organisational structure at the 

village level and encouraging 
new leadership from within lo-
cal communities.

The party, led by Pawan 
Kalyan, is reportedly focusing 
on building a disciplined cadre 
network and addressing re-

gion-specific issues such as 
tribal welfare, road connectiv-
ity, healthcare access, educa-
tion facilities and employment 
opportunities. Party leaders 
believe that sustained grass-
roots engagement will be key 
to improving their electoral 
prospects in the region.YSRCP, 
on the other hand, is also step-
ping up its outreach efforts to 
retain its strong voter base. 
Party functionaries are active-
ly engaging with local commu-
nities and highlighting welfare 
schemes and development pro-
grammes implemented during 
their tenure. They are working 
to reinforce public support 
through continued interaction 
a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
mobilisation.

Political competition 
intensifies

With elections approaching, 
political activity in Araku is ex-

pected to intensify further. Ana-
lysts say the constituency is like-
ly to witness a closely contested 
battle, with both parties attempt-
ing to consolidate their posi-
tions. The effectiveness of  candi-
date selection, local alliances, 
and voter sentiment will play a 
decisive role in shaping the out-
come.Sources in political circles 
suggest that alliance dynamics 
will also influence the contest, 
making Araku a strategically 
significant region in the broader 
state political landscape. Both 
parties are currently fine-tuning 
their strategies to secure a 
strong foothold among tribal vot-
ers.As campaigning momentum 
builds, Araku is expected to be-
come one of  the most closely 
watched constituencies in 
Andhra Pradesh politics, with 
its results potentially reflecting 
broader electoral trends across 
the state.

Jana Sena Targets YSRCP Fortress Araku as Political Contest Heats Up

Gandhinagar, July 3 | 
TPN Bureau

Civil Supplies Minister Na-
dendla Manohar on Friday vis-
ited Gujarat to study the imple-
mentation of  the Central Bank 
Digital Currency (CBDC) ini-
tiative, which is being piloted 
by the Gujarat Civil Supplies 
Department to improve trans-
parency, accountability and ef-
ficiency in the public distribu-
tion system.

Accompanied by Civil Sup-
plies Commissioner Kannaba-
bu, the minister inspected the 
project at various locations in 
Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad, 
where the Digital Rupee-based 
scheme is currently being im-
plemented. He also held de-
tailed discussions with senior 
Gujarat Civil Supplies officials 
to understand the project's ex-
ecution, assess public feed-
back, identify operational chal-
lenges and evaluate its overall 
effectiveness.

Speaking after the review, 
Nadendla Manohar said tech-
nology-driven reforms are es-
sential to modernise civil sup-
plies services and ensure the 
efficient utilisation of  public 
funds. He said the CBDC initia-
tive enables beneficiaries to 
use the Digital Rupee to pur-
chase commodities of  their 

choice in the quantities they 
actually require, rather than 
being restricted to the items 
available under the traditional 
Public Distribution System 
(PDS).

The minister noted that the 
scheme offers greater flexibil-
ity and convenience to benefi-
ciaries while ensuring com-
p l e t e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n 
transactions. He said the Digi-
tal Rupee platform could sig-
nificantly improve service de-
l iv e r y  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n 
accountability in the distribu-
tion of  essential commodities.

Nadendla Manohar an-
nounced that the Andhra 

Pradesh government plans to 
introduce the CBDC scheme as 
a pilot project in Vijayawada 
and Visakhapatnam later this 
year. He said the visit to Guja-
rat was aimed at studying best 
practices and adapting the 
model to suit the state's 
requirements.

The minister expressed con-
fidence that the Digital Rupee 
initiative would transform the 
delivery of  civil supplies ser-
vices, enhance transparency in 
welfare programmes and pro-
vide beneficiaries with greater 
freedom and convenience 
while purchasing essential 
goods.

Civil Supplies Minister Nadendla  
Manohar Reviews CBDC Pilot in Gujarat

Amaravati, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

Agriculture Minister Kinja-
rapu Atchannaidu on Friday 
rejected allegations made by 
YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy regarding e-crop 
registration, asserting that the 
Alliance government has sig-
nificantly improved the digital 
crop survey system and en-
sured greater transparency for 
farmers.Addressing the media 
in Amaravati, the Minister ac-
cused Jagan of  spreading mis-
information and claimed that 
statistical data disproves the 
allegations. He said that while 
96.78 lakh acres belonging to 
41.87 lakh farmers were regis-
tered during Kharif  2024 un-
der the previous government, 
the Alliance government regis-
tered 117.39 lakh acres cover-
ing 53.32 lakh farmers during 
Kharif  2025. He added that 
land parcel registrations in-
creased from 106.38 lakh to 
198.93 lakh, while 99.7% of  e-
crop registration for the 2025-
26 Rabi season had been 

completed.
Atchannaidu said the gov-

ernment has introduced APA-
IMS 2.0, integrating geo-refer-
encing, Artificial Intelligence, 
satellite technology, SMS 
alerts, self-registration facili-
ties, and grievance redressal 
mechanisms to improve crop 
surveys and ensure that subsi-
dies, crop insurance, and in-
vestment support reach eligi-
ble farmers without delay.

The Minister also dismissed 
reports of  a coconut price cri-
sis, stating that farmers had 
received remunerative prices 
over the past two years. He al-
leged that false reports on co-
conut prices were aimed at cre-
ating panic in the market and 
harming farmers' interests.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment's commitment to farmer 
welfare, Atchannaidu urged 
the opposition to refrain from 
spreading misinformation and 
said the Alliance government 
would continue implementing 
transparent, technology-driv-
en agricultural reforms.

Atchannaidu Counters 
YSRCP on e-Crop Claims

Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

 Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula 
Durgesh on Friday said the 
Jana Sena Party's "Member-
ship to Leadership" pro-
gramme has received an over-
whelming response from 
aspirants across the Vijayawa-
da Parliamentary constituency.
Addressing th media, Durgesh 
said the initiative, launched 
under the guidance of  Jana 
Sena chief  and Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan, aims 
to identify and encourage com-
mitted grassroots leaders. He 
said applications have been 
pouring in from all seven As-
sembly constituencies, with 
the process being conducted 
transparently through a spe-
cially constituted 32-member 
scrutiny committee.The Minis-
ter said the programme re-
flects the party's commitment 

to recognising dedicated work-
ers who have consistently 
served the organisation. He 
noted that the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of  aspirants, includ-
ing the large procession led by 
Central Andhra Convener Ba-
ditha Shankar, demonstrated 
the success of  the initiative.

Commenting on the capital 
issue, Durgesh criticised YS-
RCP president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy over his recent re-
marks,  accusing him of  
creating confusion through re-
peated proposals on the capi-
tal. He asserted that Amaravati 
remains the people's capital 
and said the coalition govern-
ment is committed to complet-
ing its development at a rapid 
pace.The Minister expressed 
confidence that Amaravati 
would soon emerge as a world-
class capital city despite politi-
c a l  c r i t i c i s m  f ro m  t h e 
opposition.

Jana Sena Drive Gets Strong 
Response Says Minister Durgesh

Amaravati, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

Roads and Buildings Minis-
ter Mandipalli Ramprasad 
Reddy on Friday asserted that 
the construction of  Amaravati 
is a landmark project for 
Andhra Pradesh and said its 
development would accelerate 
progress across all regions of  
the state.

Reacting to remarks made by 
YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy on the capital is-
sue, the Minister alleged that 
the previous government's 
"three capitals" proposal cre-

ated uncertainty and delayed 
the state's development. He 
claimed the proposal had 
proved impractical and was 
now being ridiculed in politi-
cal circles.

Ramprasad Reddy said Am-
aravati is the state's designated 
capital and stressed that it 
should not become a subject of  
political disputes. He accused 
the opposition of  attempting to 
create obstacles in the capital 
city's construction and said the 
public was closely observing 
such developments.

The Minister maintained 
that the coalition government 

is committed to completing 
Amaravati at a rapid pace and 
transforming it into a world-
class capital. He said the city's 
development would generate 
employment, improve infra-
structure, attract investments, 
and provide equal opportuni-
ties for people from every re-
gion of  Andhra Pradesh.

He reiterated that the gov-
ernment's priority is to com-
plete Amaravati's construction 
without delay and ensure bal-
anced development across the 
state through a strong and 
modern capital city.

Amaravati Key to State's Growth: Minister

Visakhapatnam, July 03 
| TPN Bureau

YSRCP leader and former In-
dustries Minister Gudivada 
Amarnath on Friday accused 
the TDP-led coalition govern-
ment of  taking credit for in-
dustrial projects initiated dur-
ing the previous YSRCP 
regime, alleging that Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu was relaunching earlier 
projects instead of  bringing in 
new investments.

Addressing the media in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Amarnath said 
the Kadapa Steel Plant project 
was conceptualised and facili-
tated during the tenure of  for-
mer Chief  Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy. He claimed that 
the previous government had 
entrusted the project to JSW 
Group, secured environmental 
clearances, extended incen-
tives, and developed road and 
rail connectivity.

He alleged that after the coa-
lition government came to 
power, uncertainties were cre-

ated around the project, lead-
ing to diversion of  potential 
investments to other states 
such as Telangana and Maha-
rashtra, resulting in loss of  
employment opportunities for 
Andhra Pradesh youth.

Amarnath further alleged 
that the Chief  Minister was re-
peatedly laying foundation 
stones for previously initiated 

projects to claim political cred-
it. He questioned the number 
of  new industries brought in 
and jobs created in the last two 
years.He also said the coalition 
government had failed to fulfil 
key election promises despite 
completing nearly half  its 
term, and demanded clarity on 
its industrial performance and 
investment achievements.

YSRCP Alleges 'Credit Politics' Over Steel Plant

Vijayawada/Anakapalli | 
TPN Bureau: 

Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula 
Durgesh said strict legal action 
would be taken against those 
misusing social media to 
spread abusive or defamatory 
content. He alleged that coordi-
nated campaigns were being 
run to target Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kalyan and 
said criticism in a democracy 
is acceptable only within legal 

and ethical limits. He also 
called for stronger regulation 
of  digital platforms to prevent 
misuse.In Anakapalli, Jana 
Sena leaders condemned al-
leged defamatory social media 
posts against Pawan Kalyan 
and warned of  legal action 
against those spreading false 
propaganda. They accused the 
YSRCP of  running coordinated 
online campaigns against the 
coalition government and 
urged the public not to believe 
misleading claims.

Durgesh Warns 
Against Social Media Abuse
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 Theatre Legends Honoured with Statues
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

Statues of  legendary Telugu 
theatre artistes Puvvula Surya 
Babu and P. Rajeswari were un-
veiled at Thummalapalli 
Kalakshetram in Vijayawada 
on Friday, marking a memora-
ble occasion for theatre lovers 
and the cultural fraternity.

The statues were unveiled by 
Vijayawada Central MLA Bon-
da Umamaheswara Rao in the 
presence of  noted music direc-
tor Madhavapeddi Suresh, cor-
porator Nellibantla Balaswa-
my, senior writer-journalist 
Rentala Jayadeva, artistes and 
admirers.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Bonda Uma said the coa-
lition government is commit-
ted to supporting artistes and 
preserving the rich cultural 
heritage of  Andhra Pradesh. 

He praised the immense con-
tribution made by Surya Babu 
and Rajeswari to Telugu thea-
tre and cinema.

The event was organised by 
P. Nagahari Prasad, grandson 
of  the legendary couple, who 
thanked all guests for attend-
ing the ceremony.

P. Surya Babu, popularly 
known as "Kanchukantham 
Suribabu", was a renowned 
singer-actor who founded the 
Balakrishna Nataka Samajam 
and later led the Rajarajeswari 

Natyamandali, staging several 
acclaimed mythological dra-
mas. He also produced the Na-
tional Award-winning film, 
Mahakavi Kalidasu.

P. Rajeswari earned recogni-
tion for portraying both male 
and female roles with equal 
brilliance and was among the 
earliest Telugu artistes to re-
cord songs with HMV. Their 
remarkable contribution con-
tinues to inspire generations 
of  theatre enthusiasts across 
the state.

VMC Intensifies Scientific 
Waste Management Drive

Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

Vijayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration (VMC) Commissioner 
Dhyanachandra H has directed 
officials to strengthen daily 
waste collection and scientific 
waste management across the 
city to ensure cleaner surround-
ings and improved public 
health.

During a field inspection on 
Friday, the Commissioner visit-
ed Suryaraopet, Governorpet, 
Prakasam Road, Singh Nagar, 
Sundarayya Nagar, Visalandhra 
Colony and the Inner Ring Road 
to review sanitation services 
and waste collection operations. 
He instructed officials to closely 
monitor sanitation activities 
and ensure uninterrupted door-
to-door garbage collection in 
every ward. The collected waste, 
he said, must be promptly shift-
ed to garbage transfer stations 
and transported to the Jindal 
processing plant.

The Commissioner also 
stressed the safety of  sanitation 
workers deployed on busy roads, 
directing officials to provide 
traffic cones and warning signs 
while cleaning operations are 
underway. He ordered immedi-
ate clearance of  garbage from 
roads and internal streets to pre-
vent waste accumulation.

Highlighting the importance 
of  source-level segregation, 
Dhyanachandra asked sanitary 
inspectors to conduct extensive 
public awareness campaigns en-
couraging residents to separate 
wet, dry and domestic hazard-
ous waste before disposal.

Later, the Commissioner in-
spected the Anna Canteen at 
Singh Nagar and instructed of-
ficials to maintain hygiene, en-
sure uninterrupted drinking 
water supply and carry out nec-
essary repairs to provide better 
facilities for beneficiaries. Sen-
ior health and sanitation offi-
cials accompanied him during 
the inspection.

86 Petitions Received at 
Vijayawada East Grievance Meet
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

A total of  86 public petitions 
were received during the Spe-
cial Public Grievance Redressal 
System (PGRS) programme held 
in the Vijayawada East Assem-
bly constituency on Friday as 
part of  the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment's initiative to bring ad-
ministration closer to the 
people.

NTR District Collector Dr. G. 
Lakshmisha and Vijayawada 
East MLA Gadde Rammohan 
Rao participated in the pro-
gramme, organised at the APIIC 
Colony Kalyana Mandapam un-
der the "One Month–One Con-
stituency–Four Visits" initia-
tive.According to officials, the 
petitions included 49 related to 
Municipal Administration and 
Urban Development, 16 concern-
ing Revenue, three each on 
Housing, Education and ICDS, 

two each on APIIC and Civil 
Supplies, besides eight petitions 
from other departments.

The Collector directed offi-
cials to examine every petition 
carefully and ensure timely res-
olution within the stipulated pe-
riod. He said constituency-level 
grievance programmes help 
people resolve issues locally, re-
ducing travel time and expenses 
while making governance more 
accessible and accountable.

MLA Gadde Rammohan Rao 
announced that four special 
grievance programmes would 
be organised across the Vi-
jayawada East constituency dur-
ing July to address local issues 
t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  p u b l i c 
interaction.

Vijayawada RDO Vennela 
Srinu, PGRS Coordinator G. Jy-
othi and officials from various 
departments attended the pro-
gramme and interacted with the 
petitioners.

`7.45 Lakh Aid for Muharram Shrines
Machilipatnam, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

Minister for Mines, Geology and 
Excise Kollu Ravindra on Friday 
reaffirmed the State Government's 
commitment to the welfare of  mi-
nority communities by distribut-
ing financial assistance to Muhar-
ram Asthanas in Machilipatnam.

Addressing a programme at the 
Rajupeta Shadi Khana, the Minis-
ter distributed ₹7.45 lakh in finan-
cial assistance to 139 Asthanas 
across the constituency for their 
maintenance and Muharram cele-
brations. He said the government 
also provides infrastructure sup-
port, including soil filling and 
lighting arrangements, wherever 
required.

Describing Machilipatnam as a 
symbol of  communal harmony, 
Kollu Ravindra said people from 

different faiths celebrate festivals 
together in the town. He added that 
the government is implementing 
several welfare initiatives for mi-
norities, including educational 
support, Hajj assistance and infra-
structure development.

The Minister said 250 students 
are receiving special coaching 
through the Minority Corporation, 
while the Wakf  Board has allocat-
ed ₹6.25 crore for the education of  
500 students. He also announced 
that land would be reallocated for 

constructing a Shia community 
hall and that ₹30 lakh had been 
sanctioned for a compound wall at 
Meezan Meraj Juma Masjid.

APSRTC Chairman Konakalla 
Narayana Rao and District Coop-
erative Marketing Society Chair-
man Bandi Ramakrishna said the 
government remains committed to 
minority welfare and preserving 
communal harmony. Several pub-
lic representatives, religious lead-
ers and officials attended the 
programme.

AP Film Chamber Backs 
Single-Screen Theatres
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

The AP Film Chamber of  Com-
merce has announced a series of  
initiatives to support single-
screen theatres in Andhra 
Pradesh, including assistance for 
installing solar power systems to 
reduce operational costs and 
measures to strengthen the state's 
film industry.

The announcements were made 
during a programme held at Hotel 
Pride Madhava in Vijayawada on 
Friday, where renowned scientist 
Dr. Mikkili Prasanna Kumar was 
appointed Vice President of  the 
AP Film Chamber of  Commerce.

Speaking at the event, Chamber 
President Srinivas Mantha and 
General Secretary Chaitanya Jan-
ga said the number of  single-
screen theatres has drastically 
declined over the years, making 
their survival a major concern. 
They said the Chamber would 

work with the government and 
the film industry to provide sup-
port to theatre owners and protect 
thousands of  jobs linked to the 
sector.

The Chamber also unveiled an 
action plan focusing on modern 
technology adoption, infrastruc-
ture development and revitalising 
film production in Andhra 
Pradesh. The leaders expressed 
confidence that the state govern-
ment's initiatives to promote film 
shootings would boost the 
industry.

New Vice President Dr. Mikkili 
Prasanna Kumar pledged to work 
for the growth of  the Telugu film 
industry, while Sakhi Shakti Wel-
fare Foundation President Jaya 
Pateria announced collaboration 
with the Chamber to encourage 
quality cinema and expand oppor-
tunities for women in the indus-
try. Several film personalities and 
industry representatives attended 
the event.

Defence Vendor Meet Boosts MSMEs
Amaravati, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

A two-day Vendor Develop-
ment Programme (VDP) aimed 
at  strengthening Andhra 
Pradesh's defence and aero-
space manufacturing ecosys-
tem concluded successfully at 
the Ratan Tata Innovation Hub 
(RTIH), Amaravati, on Friday.

The programme was organ-
ised by RTIH in collaboration 
with the Andhra Pradesh Mi-
cro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development Corpora-
tion (APMSMEDC) and the 
Andhra Pradesh Drone Corpo-
ration (APDC), with support 
from the World Bank. It brought 
together policymakers, defence 
experts, industry leaders, start-
ups and MSMEs to explore op-
portunities in India's expanding 
defence supply chain.

Senior officials, including P. 
Dhatri Reddy, IAS, CEO of  RTIH 
and APIS, Praveen Kumar Pere-
charla, Additional CEO of  
APDC, and Vishwa M, CEO of  

APMSMEDC, addressed the in-
augural session. Experts from 
DRDO, NRDC and KCIRI high-
lighted opportunities arising 
from the Centre's indigenisa-
tion and Atmanirbhar Bharat 
initiatives.Technical sessions 
covered defence procurement 
procedures, vendor registra-
tion, quality certifications, in-
tellectual property, product 
commercialisation, technology 
partnerships and market ac-
cess. Participants also received 
guidance on compliance re-
quirements and strategies for 
supplying defence public sector 
undertakings (DPSUs), original 
equipment manufacturers 
(OEMs) and private defence 
companies.

The programme concluded 
with interactive discussions 
and networking sessions, equip-
ping startups and MSMEs with 
practical knowledge and indus-
try connections to participate 
effectively in India's growing 
defence and aerospace manu-
facturing sector.

Youth Urged to Embrace Entrepreneurship
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

Young people should step into 
the business world and become job 
creators rather than job seekers, 
Efftronics Chairman Dasari Ram-
akrishna said while addressing a 
"Mentor Get-Together" organised 
by the Bharatiya Yuva Shakti 
Trust (BYST) at P.B. Siddhartha 
Arts and Science College in Vi-
jayawada on Friday.

Ramakrishna observed that at 
least one member from every fam-
ily should become an entrepre-
neur, but regretted that the num-
ber of  young entrepreneurs in 
India remains low. He stressed 
that productivity and innovation 
are essential for national growth, 
pointing out that Japan's produc-
tivity is significantly higher than 
India's. He also said India should 

strengthen domestic manufactur-
ing instead of  depending heavily 
on imports.

Highlighting the importance of  
ethics in business, he said success-
ful enterprises are built on values 
and consumer trust rather than 
profits alone. Referring to global 
brands such as Apple, he noted 
that public confidence is the foun-
dation of  long-term business suc-
cess.Sharing his entrepreneurial 
journey since establishing Ef-
ftronics in 1985, Ramakrishna en-
couraged youth to cultivate disci-

pline, skills and a strong work 
culture to compete globally. He 
also presented Best Mentor 
Awards to several mentors for 
their contribution to guiding 
young entrepreneurs.

Bank Manager Nandagopal said 
innovation and adaptability are 
vital for business growth, while 
College Dean Prof. Rajesh C. Jam-
pala called for improving produc-
tivity among India's youth. The 
programme was coordinated by 
D r.  R a h m a n  o f  t h e  M BA 
Department.

Special Ganapati Homam on 
Sankashtahara Chaturthi

Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN 
Bureau

Special  Sankashtahara 
Chaturthi rituals were per-
formed with religious fervour 
at the sacred Sri Durga 
Malleswara Swamy Varla Dev-
asthanam atop Indrakeeladri 
on Friday.

Temple priests conducted 
Ganapati Homam, Abhishek-
am, and other Vedic rituals in 
the temple's Yagashala in the 
divine presence of  Goddess Sri 
Kanaka Durga, praying for 
peace, prosperity, and the well-
being of  the world.

According to temple authori-
ties, Sankashtahara Chaturthi 
is considered one of  the most 
auspicious occasions dedicat-
ed to Lord Ganapati. As de-

scribed in the Puranas, wor-
shipping Lord Ganapati on this 
day is believed to remove ob-
stacles, resolve planetary and 
horoscope-related difficulties, 
and bless devotees with suc-
cess in all their endeavours.

The rituals were performed 
strictly in accordance with 
Agama traditions and Vedic 
procedures. Devotees partici-
pated in the special prayers 
with deep devotion, seeking 
the blessings of  Lord Ganapati 
for prosperity, good health, and 
relief  from hardships.

Temple authorities said spe-
cial arrangements were made 
to ensure the smooth conduct 
of  the ceremonies and facili-
tate darshan for devotees visit-
ing the shrine on the auspi-
cious occasion.

BLOs, BLAs Asked to Speed Up SIR Process
Vijayawada, July 3 | TPN Bu-
reau

Vijayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner and Cen-
tral Electoral Registration Of-
ficer (ERO) Dhyanachandra H 
directed Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) and Booth Level Agents 
(BLAs) to work in close coordi-
nation to complete the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of  elec-
toral rolls within the timeline 
prescribed by the Election Com-
mission of  India.

Chairing a coordination meet-
ing at Kandukuri Kalyana Man-
dapam in Gandhinagar on Fri-

d ay,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r 
instructed officials to expedite 
the distribution, collection, 
mapping, and digitization of  
enumeration forms. He asked 
BLOs to contact every eligible 
voter in their respective polling 
areas and immediately report 
field-level issues to Assistant 
Electoral Registration Officers 
(AEROs) for prompt resolution.

Reviewing the progress, Dhy-
anachandra said the SIR exer-
cise was progressing satisfacto-
rily across the city's Assembly 
constituencies. As of  4 p.m. on 
Friday, enumeration forms had 
been distributed to 2,70,678 vot-

ers (97.43%) out of  2,77,822 in 
Vijayawada Central, with 77,319 
forms (27.83%) digitized. In Vi-
jayawada East, forms were dis-
tributed to 2,63,926 voters 
(97.85%) out of  2,69,734, while 
81,236 forms (30.12%) had been 
digitized.

The Commissioner instructed 
officials to complete the remain-
ing distribution, collection, and 
digitization work within the 
stipulated deadline.

AERO and Chief  City Planner 
Sanjay Ratnakumar, Estate Of-
ficer A. Sridhar, BLO supervi-
sors, BLAs, and BLOs attended 
the meeting.

Rotary Leaders Take Oath, Stress Service
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

A grand installation ceremony 
of  Rotary International District 
3020 and the Rotary Club of  Vi-
jayawada East was held at NAC 
Kalyana Mandapam in Guru 
Nanak Colony on Thursday, with 
TDP Politburo member T.D. Ja-
nardhan attending as the chief  
guest.Addressing the gathering, 
Janardhan described Rotary as a 
global symbol of  selfless service 
and praised the organisation's con-
tribution to humanitarian causes, 
particularly its sustained efforts 
towards the eradication of  polio. 
He lauded Rotary members for un-
dertaking a wide range of  commu-
nity service initiatives across the 
world.During the ceremony, 
Guthikonda Sriram assumed office 

as District Governor of  Rotary Dis-
trict 3020, while noted advocate 
Durgaprasad was installed as Pres-
ident of  the Rotary Club of  Vi-
jayawada East and Gadde Ramesh 
took charge as Secretary.

Speaking after assuming office, 
District Governor Guthikonda 
Sriram said Rotary would continue 
implementing projects aimed at so-
cial development and public wel-
fare. He announced that special 
emphasis would be placed on ad-
dressing drinking water and irri-

gation issues in rural areas during 
his tenure.Rotary Foundation 
Trustee A.S. Venkatesh highlight-
ed the organisation's global service 
activities and called upon members 
to expand welfare initiatives. New-
ly installed president Durgaprasad 
thanked the members for their con-
fidence and pledged to undertake 
m o r e  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e 
programmes.

Rotary Treasurer Thomas 
Chowdary and several club mem-
bers attended the event.

Call Money Victim Seeks 
Justice, Alleges Land Grab
Vijayawada, July 03 | TPN Bu-
reau

A woman identifying herself  
as a victim of  the alleged Call 
Money racket has accused finan-
ciers of  attempting to illegally 
seize her 11 acres of  agricultural 
land and appealed to the state 
government to cancel what she 
described as a fraudulent land 
registration.

Addressing a press conference 
in Vijayawada on Friday, 
Chagarla Gayatri alleged that 
she had borrowed around ₹5 
crore but was forced to repay 
nearly ₹21 crore. She claimed 
that although the land was regis-
tered as security with an assur-
ance that the deed would be can-
celled after repayment, the 
financiers failed to honour their 
commitment and instead inten-
sified harassment.

Gayatri said she lodged a com-
plaint at Machavaram Police 
Station on May 27, alleging that 
the accused later used political 
influence and financial clout to 
get the land mutated in another 
person's name. She also accused 
several individuals of  support-
ing attempts to grab the proper-
ty and alleged that local revenue 
officials acted under pressure.

Claiming that labourers work-

ing on her farmland were threat-
ened and her family faced re-
peated intimidation, Gayatri 
produced videos that she said 
showed death threats issued 
against them. She further al-
leged that her original property 
documents, promissory notes 
and blank cheques remain with 
the financiers.

Appealing to Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan Kalyan 
and other political leaders, Gay-
atri sought immediate interven-
tion, protection and a fair inves-
tigation into her allegations.
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Perform Duties Vigilantly
: Collector Warns BLOs

NNeelllloorree,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
District Collector
Himanshu Shukla warned
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) to perform duties
vigilantly during the
Special Comprehensive
Revision of the Voter List.
He stated strict action will
be taken against negligence.
The Collector inspected the house-to-house survey process at
Vengalrao Nagar, Podalakur Road in Nellore city. He verified
voter details, enumeration forms, and new voter registrations.
Shukla directed BLOs to conduct the revision program trans-
parently and impartially, following Election Commission
guidelines. He instructed them to ensure every eligible person
is registered, correct errors, and assist voters promptly. He
emphasized timely processing of applications to boost public
participation.

Government Supports Poor Families
: Vemireddy Prabhakar Reddy

NNeelllloorree,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
N e l l o r e
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n
Vemireddy Prabhakar
Reddy stated that the
Chief Minister's Relief
Fund is a guarantee for
financially backward
families facing health
difficulties, distributing
cheques worth Rs 7.57 lakh to five beneficiaries at his office on
Friday. This financial assistance aims to support the poor in
meeting medical needs, with a total of Rs 1.91 crore already
distributed to 144 beneficiaries through the MP's office.
Prabhakar Reddy, highlighting Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu's commitment to supporting the underprivileged,
assured continued efforts to make welfare schemes accessible
to all eligible individuals.

Solving Public Problems Main Goal
: Kotamreddy Giridhar Reddy

NNeelllloorree,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Telugu Desam Party State Spokesperson Kotamreddy
Giridhar Reddy stated that solving public problems is their
primary goal and duty to bring governance closer to the peo-
ple. He participated in the Praja Darbar program with Nellore
Rural MLA Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy at the MLA office on
Friday. Giridhar Reddy noted that office representatives
remain available daily from 7 am to 8 pm. Following directives
from Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu and State
Minister Nara Lokesh, the Praja Darbar runs every Friday
from 10 am to 12 noon to expedite grievance redressal. He
added that development works in Nellore Rural proceed based
on public suggestions, urging continued support for Sridhar
Reddy and the coalition government.
Pathan Sabir Khan, Vemireddy Surendra Reddy, and
Mangalapudi Bhaskar Reddy participated.

Expedite Resolution of Public Problems: MLA Vijayasree

NNaaiidduuppeettaa,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Sullurpet MLA Nelavala Vijayasree participated in the Praja
Darbar program organized within the limits of Naidupeta
Municipality to receive public requests. She directed officials
from concerned departments to coordinate and resolve the
submitted problems expeditiously.During the program, she
reviewed the progress of 55 total Public Grievance Redressal
System (PGRS) complaints under Naidupeta Municipality.
The complaints include 35 with the Commissioner, 18 with the
MRO, one with the CDPO, and one with the Electrical AE.
Later, Nelavala Vijayasree attended the Naidupeta Town
Cadre meeting held at a local residence. She instructed party
leaders and activists to focus on strengthening the party,
enhancing booth-level activities, and ensuring effective reach
of government welfare schemes to the citizens.
Nelavala Vijayasree, local public representatives, and party
leaders participated.

MLA Bojjala Sudheer Reddy Bids Farewell to 

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
RReenniigguunnttaa,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Srikalahasti constituency MLA
Bojjala Venkata Sudheer Reddy
bid farewell to Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu, who
returned to Amaravati after
concluding a three-day visit to
Tirupati district. The legislator
thanked the Chief Minister on
behalf of the people of his con-
stituency for participating in various development and public
welfare programs in the district, making the official visit a
success.Sudheer Reddy wished that God's blessings be upon
the Chief Minister, who is working hard for the progress of
the state during the coalition government. He stated that he
will always remain committed to taking Srikalahasti con-
stituency forward on the path of further development under
the continuous guidance of Chandrababu Naidu.S

TTiirruuppaattii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Tirupati District Collector
and Special Officer of the
Municipal Corporation Dr. S.
Venkateswar on Friday
directed officials to complete
all ongoing development
works within the stipulated
timeframe while maintain-
ing quality standards. He
also instructed civic authori-
ties to ensure uninterrupted
supply of safe drinking
water and strengthen sanita-
tion measures to prevent the
outbreak of seasonal dis-
eases.
Chairing a review meeting
with officials of various
departments at the
Municipal Corporation
office, the Collector assessed

the progress of ongoing and
pending development works,
drinking water supply, sani-
tation, roads, drainage sys-
tems and streetlight mainte-
nance across the city.
Dr. Venkateswar stressed
that there should be no com-
promise in delivering quality
civic services to the public.
He instructed officials to pri-

oritise pending works and
complete them expeditiously
while adhering to prescribed
quality norms.
Emphasising public health
ahead of the monsoon sea-
son, the Collector directed
sanitation teams to regularly
clear garbage and remove silt
and waste from drainage
canals to prevent waterlog-

ging and mosquito breeding.
He called for intensified
cleanliness drives across the
city to ensure that garbage
does not accumulate in resi-
dential areas.
He also instructed officials to
take all necessary steps to
provide residents with safe
drinking water every day
without interruption.
Awareness programmes on
the prevention of seasonal
diseases should be conducted
to educate the public on
health and hygiene, he added.
Reviewing election-related
activities, Dr. Venkateswar
directed officials to accord
top priority to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)-2026
of electoral rolls and ensure
that the voter list mapping

process is carried out sys-
tematically and transparent-
ly.
Earlier, In-charge Municipal
Commissioner Sharada Devi
presented the progress of
various development works
through a PowerPoint pres-
entation, highlighting the
status of projects being
implemented by different
municipal departments.
The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner Amar
ayya, Superintending Engin
eer Shyam Sundar, Munic
ipal Engineers Tulasi Kumar
and Gomathi, Health Officer
Dr. Yuva Anvesh, Revenue
officials, surveyors, sanitary
supervisors and other senior
officials of the Tirupati
Municipal Corporation.

Tirupati Collector Dr. S. Venkateswar 
Directs Speedy Completion of Civic Works

Andhra Pradesh Emerging as Steel State: TDP Leaders

SSrriikkaallaahhaassttii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Telugu Desam Party leaders of Srikalahasti constituency
praised the NDA coalition government for starting work on
the Kadapa Steel Plant, stating Andhra Pradesh is emerging as
a steel state. Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu laid the foun-
dation stone for the Rayalaseema Steel Plant in
Jammalamadugu constituency of Kadapa district on Friday.
The comprehensive world-class steel plant covers 1,100 acres
with an investment of Rs 16,350 crores to boost state progress
and industrial power. The JSW steel plant and solar projects
will create over 2,700 direct jobs, bringing hope to thousands of
families. Leaders noted that Rayalaseema, known for Kia cars,
Hero bikes, drones, fighter jets, electronics, and green energy,
is transforming from a drought-prone region into a green area
flourishing with water art.Vannekula Kshatriya Welfare and
Development Corporation Director Minnal Ravi, Telugu
Desam Party BC branch State Executive Secretary Umesh
Rao, and Srikalahasti Town Executive Secretary Vajram
Kishore participated.

MLA Dhulipalla Narendra Kumar Visits Srikalahasti

SSrriikkaallaahhaassttii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN  BBuurreeaauu
Ponnur Telugu Desam Party legislator Dhulipalla Narendra
Kumar visited the Srikalahasti temple along with his family
on Friday. The visiting legislator and his spouse received a
grand welcome according to temple etiquette.
Temple Executive Officer B.K. Venkatesulu, Protocol AEO
Vidya Sagar Reddy, and Board of Trustees Member Gurrappa
Shetty supervised the darshan arrangements. Following the
reception, the family visited the Lord and Goddess, performed
special pujas, and received blessings. Temple officials, staff,
and local party activists were present to facilitate the visit.
B.K. Venkatesulu, and Vidya Sagar Reddy participated.

Kandhati Visweshwar Reddy Meets Intermediate 

Board Commissioner Ranjith Basha
TTiirruuppaattii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Intermediate Board
Commissioner Ranjith
Basha visited the
Government Girls Junior
College in Chandragiri as
part of his Tirupati district
tour. During this visit,
Combined Chittoor District
Non-Teaching Association
President Kandhati
Visweshwar Reddy met with
the Commissioner to high-
light critical issues resulting from district reorganization.
Visweshwar Reddy stated that they also discussed the specific
service rules governing non-teaching staff members who were
absorbed from aided colleges. Following the discussion,
Commissioner Ranjith Basha assured that steps would be
taken to secure promotions for eligible staff members who
have successfully completed their required years of service.

Union Minister Murugan and Nainar Nagendran Visit Srikalahasti

SSrriikkaallaahhaassttii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister L.
Murugan and BJP Tamil Nadu
State President Nainar
Nagendran visited the Sri Gnana
Prasunamba Sametha Vayu
Lingeshwara pilgrimage site. They received a warm welcome
at the temple guest house based on instructions from BJP
State Vice President Kola Anand.The visiting leaders partici-
pated in special Rahu Ketu pujas inside the temple before vis-
iting Srikalahasti Swamy and Gnana Prasunamba Ammavar.
Vedic scholars offered blessings, and temple officials along-
side BJP leaders jointly presented the dignitaries with a por-
trait of the Swamy and Ammavar and the Tirtha Prasadam.

TTiirruuppaattii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauuSenior BJP leader
Naveen Kumar Reddy stated
that legendary actor SV
Ranga Rao achieved massive
success in acting and
remains forever in the hearts
of Telugu people. On the
occasion of the actor's birth
anniversary, Naveen Kumar
Reddy garlanded his portrait

at the local Rangasthali office
to pay tributes.Speaking at
the event, Naveen Kumar
Reddy noted that SV Ranga
Rao carved a unique niche in
the Telugu film industry with
his distinct style, perform-
ance, gravitas, and dialogue
delivery. He added that the
late artist immortalized him-
self through diverse roles in

mythological, folklore, and
social family films. To mark
the celebration, actor, singer,
and Best Teacher Award win-
ner Aamooru Subramaniam
was honored with the presti-
gious SV Ranga Rao
Memorial Award.Naveen
Kumar Reddy, Aamooru
Subramaniam, and Gundala
Gopinath participated.

KKuurrnnooooll,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
District Collector A. Siri
instructed bankers to expe-
dite loan distributions to eli-
gible beneficiaries, women's
groups, farmers, and weaker
sections to boost develop-
ment. Reviewing banking
operations with the Lead
District Manager and gov-
ernment officials, Siri stated
the primary goal is raising
the district's per capita
income from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 3
lakh.
Siri set deadlines for Canara

Bank, APGB, and SBI to clear
pending welfare scheme
applications by July 10 and
month-end. Expressing dis-
satisfaction over rigid CIBIL
score rules applied to minor
loans of Rs 1 to 2 lakh in agri-

culture and animal hus-
bandry, the Collector
requested humane relax-
ations for illiterate poor
individuals. DRDA and
MEPMA officials were
directed to form Joint
Liability Groups to ensure
tenant farmers receive loans
by July 15. Bankers were
also asked to sanction ade-

quate loans to support fish-
eries cardholders aiming for
a target of 137 lakh spawning
rearing.
Ramana Reddy, and
Srinivasulu participated.

KKuuppppaamm,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Chief Minister N. Chand
rababu Naidu on Friday
unveiled the official wall
poster for the Sri Jagannath
Swamy Maha Rath Yatra,
which will be organised by
ISKCON Tirupati on July 20,
2026, in Tirupati.
The poster was unveiled dur-
ing a devotional programme
held in Kuppam in the pres-
ence of Chittoor District
Collector and District
Magistrate Sumit Kumar,
IAS, along with several sen-
ior ISKCON leaders and
devotees.
The event marked the formal
launch of publicity for the
annual Rath Yatra, one of the
most significant festivals cel-
ebrated by ISKCON, attract-
ing thousands of devotees
from across Andhra Pradesh
and neighbouring states.
Prominent ISKCON digni-
taries who attended the pro-
gramme included H.G.

Revathi Ramana Prabhu,
GBC Member and Andhra
Pradesh-Telangana Zonal
Secretary; Her Grace
Bhaktika Mataji, Correspon
dent of Bhaktivedanta Missi
on School; H.G. Sanak Sanata
n Prabhu from Germany,
Vice-President of ISKCON
Sri Vrindavan Dham; H.G.
Sathya Gopinath Prabhu,
Chairman of ISKCON
Rajamahendravaram; H.G.
Leela Parayana Das Prabhu,
Temple Secretary and Chief
Public Relations Officer of
ISKCON Tirupati; H.G.
Damodara Gauranga
Prabhu, Chairman of
ISKCON Anantapur; and sev-
eral other spiritual leaders
from India and abroad.

During the occasion, the
Chief Minister extended his
best wishes for the successful
conduct of the Rath Yatra
and expressed hope that the
blessings of Lord Jagannath
would bring peace, prosperi-
ty, happiness and spiritual
well-being to the people of
Andhra Pradesh and the
nation.
The ISKCON representatives
invited devotees from across
the country to participate in
the grand procession to be
held in Tirupati on July 20.
The programme concluded
with devotional prayers,
chanting of the Hare
Krishna Mahamantra and
special prayers seeking the
divine blessings of Lord
Jagannath for universal
peace and harmony.
The event was attended by
devotees in a spiritually
vibrant atmosphere, mark-
ing the beginning of prepara-
tions for the grand Rath
Yatra celebrations.

TTiirruuppaattii,,  JJuullyy  33  ||  TTPPNN
BBuurreeaauu
Tirupati Electoral Registrat
ion Officer (ERO) Sharada
Devi on Friday directed elec-
tion officials to expedite the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral rolls to ensure that all
eligible voters are enrolled in
a transparent and timely
manner.As part of the inspec-
tion, Sharada Devi visited
Railway Colony, Sundarayya
Nagar, and other localities in
Tirupati city to review the
progress of the voter revision
exercise. She interacted with
residents and enquired
whether they had received
the enumeration forms being
distributed as part of the
revision process.
The ERO urged citizens to

complete the forms at the ear-
liest and hand them over to
the designated election staff
to facilitate the smooth
updating of the electoral
rolls. She also created aware-
ness among the public about
the importance of the revi-
sion process and encouraged
eligible voters to cooperate
with field officials.During the
inspection, Sharada Devi
reviewed the survey, distribu-
tion of enumeration forms
and voter registration activi-
ties. She instructed officials
to ensure that every eligible
citizen's name is included in
the electoral roll without
omission and stressed that
the exercise should be con-
ducted in a fair, transparent
and systematic manner.
She also interacted with

Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and field staff, seeking details
about the progress of the sur-
vey and directing them to
complete the revision process
within the stipulated time-
line while maintaining accu-
racy.The inspection was
attended by EDT Sudhakar
Naik, Gyana Kumar, Fire
Officer Srinivasulu,
Harimohan, Booth Level
Officers and other election
personnel involved in the
Special Intensive Revision
programme.

ERO Sharada Devi Directs Officials to Speed Up Voter Roll Revision

Naidu Unveils Jagannath Rath Yatra Poster in Kuppam

SV Ranga Rao Jayanti Celebrations Held in Grand Way

Accelerate Bank Loans to Boost Per Capita Income: Collector Siri
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 OPINION

Even before India attained 
independence, the great 
cricketer who made the 
world recognize India's tal-
ent in the field of  cricket was 
Palwankar Baloo. He was 
born on 19 March 1876 in the 
Dharwad region of  the then 
Bombay Presidency. His full 
name was Palwankar Baloo. 
He belonged to a Dalit family. 
At that time, caste discrimi-
nation was severe in Indian 
society. People belonging to 
lower castes faced numerous 
social, economic, and educa-
tional discriminations. Born 
under such circumstances, 
Baloo faced many hardships 
from his childhood.

  At a young age, his family 
migrated to Pune. To earn a 
livelihood, Baloo worked at a 
cricket club as a grounds-
man and ball boy. During this 
period, he developed a keen 
interest in cricket. He closely 
observed the players during 
their practice sessions and 
practised on his own during 
his free time. Some people 
recognized his talent and al-
lowed him to bowl.

Baloo displayed extraordi-
nary skills as a left-arm spin 
bowler. The accuracy, pace, 
and turn in his bowling trou-
bled opposing batsmen. 
Within a short period, he be-
came famous in Pune and 
Bombay. Subsequently, he 

was selected for the Hindu 
cricket team. However, even 
after earning a place in the 
team, caste discrimination 
a g a i n s t  h i m  d i d  n o t 
diminish.

In those days, Baloo was 
not allowed to sit and dine 
with other players. He was 
given a separate teacup. He 
was also not permitted to use 
the utensils used by other 
players. Despite his out-
standing performances on 
the field, he was treated as an 
untouchable in society. Nev-
ertheless, Baloo never lost 
hope. He moved forward with 
the determination to change 
society through his talent.

In the Hindu-European 
matches held in 1906, Baloo 
delivered remarkable perfor-
mances. Even English play-
ers praised his bowling. It 
was largely because of  him 
that the Hindu team achieved 
many victories.

Palwankar Baloo was one 
of  the first cricketers to 
bring special recognition to 
left-arm spin bowling in In-
dian cricket history. Howev-
er, caste discrimination pre-
vented him from becoming 
the captain of  the team. De-
spite his talent, experience, 
and seniority, he was denied 
captaincy simply because he 
was a Dalit. This incident be-

came a topic of  discussion 
across the country. Many so-
cial reformers and political 
leaders condemned it. The 
incident sparked a major de-
bate on caste inequalities in 
Indian society.

Palwankar Baloo's life was 
not limited to cricket alone. 
He also worked for social 
equality. He participated in 
movements for Dalit rights 
and social justice. His life be-
came an inspiration to mil-
lions of  people from margin-
alized communities.

The architect of  the Indian 
Constitution also praised the 
life of  Palwankar Baloo. He 
described him as a person 
who fought against caste dis-
crimination and proved that 
talent is not restricted by 
caste.

Palwankar Baloo passed 
away on 4 July 1955. Howev-
er, the path he showed and 
the achievements he attained 
remain alive even today. He 
occupies a special place not 

only in Indian cricket but 
also in India's social history.

The life of  Palwankar Ba-
loo gives us a great message. 
He proved that with talent, 
hard work, and determina-
tion, one can overcome any 
form of  discrimination and 
achieve success. The life of  
this great man, who fought 
against caste discrimination 
and stood for equality, is an 
inspiration to every Indian. 
His name will remain im-
mortal in the history of  In-
dian sports.It is noteworthy 
that even in modern India, 
Palwankar Baloo has not re-
ceived the recognition he 
truly deserves from govern-
ments. At least now, there is 
a historical necessity for In-
dian governments to ensure 
that every Indian becomes 
aware of  his life and contri-
butions by introducing 
schemes in his name, nam-
ing cricket stadiums after 
him, conferring upon him 
the honour, and honouring 

him through various other 
initiatives. In recognition of  
the prestige and glory that he 
brought to Indian cricket, 

Palwankar Baloo deserves 
an equal measure of  social 
h o n o u r  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
recognition.

India is home to the world's 
largest youth population. This 
demographic advantage can be-
come the country's greatest 
strength if  the energy, talent, and 
compassion of  young people are 
channelled towards nation-build-
ing activities. One innovative ap-
proach that deserves serious con-
sideration is the Time Bank 
concept, where individuals earn 
"Time Credits" for voluntary 
community service. These cred-
its can later be recognized 
through educational, employ-
ment, healthcare, and social ben-
efits. Rather than measuring 
wealth in money alone, a Time 
Bank values the time and service 
contributed by citizens to society.
Every nation requires countless 
services beyond those provided 
by governments. Communities 
need volunteers during natural 
disasters, public health emergen-
cies, blood donation campaigns, 
environmental conservation pro-
grams, literacy drives, care for 
senior citizens, and assistance to 
vulnerable sections of  society. A 
Time Bank creates an organized 
mechanism to encourage citi-
zens, especially the youth, to par-
ticipate in such activities while 
receiving meaningful recogni-
tion for their contributions.

Introducing community ser-
vice from the school and college 
level would nurture a strong 
sense of  social responsibility. 
Students who volunteer in vil-
lages, hospitals, blood banks, dis-
aster relief  programs, environ-
m e n t a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  a n d 
community welfare initiatives 
develop empathy, leadership, 
teamwork, and problem-solving 
skills. More importantly, they 
gain firsthand understanding of  
the challenges faced by their fel-
low citizens. Such experiences 
shape them into responsible, 
compassionate, and informed 
citizens who are better prepared 
to contribute to society through-
out their lives.

Voluntary service also brings 
immense personal satisfaction. 
Numerous studies have shown 
that helping others enhances 
mental well-being, improves self-

confidence, and creates a lasting 
sense of  purpose. Young volun-
teers learn that their time and ef-
fort can make a real difference in 
someone's life. This realization 
strengthens their commitment to 
civic responsibility and encour-
ages lifelong participation in 
community service.

One of  the most significant 
benefits of  a national Time Bank 
could be the strengthening of  vol-
untary blood donation. India re-
quires millions of  units of  blood 
every year to meet the needs of  
accident victims, mothers during 
childbirth, children suffering 
from Thalassemia, patients un-
dergoing cancer treatment, and 
those requiring emergency sur-
geries. Regular community ser-
vice credits linked with volun-
tary blood donation awareness 
campaigns and donor mobiliza-
tion can significantly improve 
the availability of  safe blood 
across the country. While blood 
donation itself  should always re-
main voluntary and non-remu-
nerated, recognizing the time 
spent in organizing awareness 
drives, donor registration, and 
support services can motivate 
greater public participation and 
ultimately save thousands of  
lives.Climate change presents an-
other area where youth partici-
pation is urgently needed. Volun-
teers can actively contribute to 
tree plantation, water conserva-
tion, waste management, plastic 
reduction campaigns, biodiver-
sity protection, and awareness 
programs on sustainable living. 
Every hour spent protecting the 
environment becomes an invest-
ment in cleaner air, healthier eco-
systems, and a better quality of  
life for future generations. A 
Time Bank would encourage sus-
tained participation in such cli-
mate action initiatives instead of  
one-time events.

To make the system effective, 
structured community service 
should become an integral part 
of  school and college education. 
Students could be required to 
complete a reasonable number of  
service hours each academic 
year without compromising their 

studies. Educational institutions 
can allocate maximum service 
hours appropriate to each age 
group, ensuring a healthy bal-
ance between academics and so-
cial engagement.

The time credits ear ned 
through verified community ser-
vice should receive formal recog-
nition. These credits may provide 
tangible benefits such as:

• Eligibility or preference for 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r  h i g h e r 
education.

• Priority consideration during 
admissions to colleges and 
universities.

• Additional weightage or pref-
erence marks during recruit-
ment interviews for public ser-
vice and other employment.

• Better access to selected pre-
ventive healthcare or medicare 
support programs.

• Preference in accommodation 
at youth hostels and similar pub-
lic facilities while travelling for 
e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  c u l t u r a l 
purposes.

Such incentives would not con-
vert volunteering into a commer-
cial activity; instead, they would 
acknowledge the value of  selfless 
service and encourage wider par-
ticipation.Successful implemen-
tation of  a Time Bank requires 
the active involvement of  experi-
enced voluntary organizations. 
Institutions such as the Indian 

Red Cross Society, Lions Clubs 
International, Rotary Interna-
tional, National Service Scheme 
(NSS), National Cadet Corps 
(NCC), Nehru Yuva Kendra San-
gathan (NYKS), and other accred-
ited non-governmental organiza-
tions can serve as implementing 
partners. These organizations 
already possess the infrastruc-
ture, expertise, and credibility to 
identify community needs, train 
volunteers, maintain service re-
cords, and verify completed 
hours.Modern digital technology 
can further strengthen the pro-
gram through a secure national 
Time Bank portal where volun-
teers register, receive assign-
ments, log service hours, and ac-
cumulate verified credits. 
Educational institutions, govern-
ment departments, and partici-
pating organizations can access 
the platform to monitor partici-
pation and recognize achieve-
ments transparently.

India's future depends not only 
on economic growth but also on 
the character and commitment 
of  its citizens. A national Time 
Bank would transform voluntary 
service into a lifelong habit, fos-
tering compassion, civic respon-
sibility, and social cohesion. By 
investing time in serving others 
today, young Indians would help 
build a healthier, greener, and 
more inclusive nation tomorrow. 

Time is one resource every citi-
zen possesses, and when shared 
in the service of  humanity, it be-
comes the most valuable invest-
ment a nation can make.

A noteworthy initiative has re-
cently been undertaken by the 
District Collector of  NTR Dis-
trict, Andhra Pradesh, who has 
successfully introduced the Time 
Bank concept by engaging Na-
tional Service Scheme (NSS) and 
Youth Red Cross (YRC) volun-
teers. Over the past 100 days, hun-
dreds of  student volunteers have 
enthusiastically participated in a 
wide range of  community ser-
vice activities, demonstrating re-
markable commitment, disci-
pline, and social responsibility.

 The overwhelming response 
from students clearly shows that 
the younger generation is eager 
to contribute to society when pro-
vided with a structured platform 
and meaningful recognition for 
their efforts. This successful pilot 
has proved that the Time Bank 
concept is both practical and im-
pactful. It serves as an excellent 
model that deserves to be repli-
cated across all districts of  
Andhra Pradesh and eventually 
adopted by other states in India 
as a national movement to pro-
mote volunteerism, civic respon-
sibility, environmental steward-
ship, and humanitarian service 
among the youth.

Time Bank for India: Investing 
Time to Build a Stronger Nation
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The Inspiring Journey of  Palwankar Baloo Against Caste and Odds

B.V.S. Kumar Social Activist,  
Vijayawada, 9985017899

Social and Political 
Analyst
9553041549

Pullemla  
Ganesh

El Niño, the periodic warming of  the cen-
tral and eastern Pacific Ocean, has re-
emerged as a powerful disruptor of  global 
climate systems. Though it originates in dis-
tant waters, its consequences are deeply felt 
across continents. In India, where agriculture 
and water security depend heavily on the 
monsoon, El Niño often results in weak rain-
fall, prolonged dry spells, and rising 
temperatures.

Recent patterns indicate growing concern. 
A below-normal monsoon has affected sowing 
cycles, especially in rain-fed regions. The Tel-
ugu states—Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na—are particularly vulnerable. Telangana 
has witnessed delayed kharif  sowing and de-
clining reservoir levels, while parts of  
Andhra Pradesh, especially Rayalaseema, 
face recurring drought-like conditions. Re-
duced rainfall not only impacts crop yields 
but also threatens drinking water availability 
and rural livelihoods.

Globally, El Niño produces contrasting cli-
matic extremes. While India, Australia, and 
parts of  Africa endure droughts and heat-
waves, countries in South America, such as 
Peru and Ecuador, often experience intense 
rainfall and devastating floods. Indonesia and 
Southeast Asia frequently face dry conditions 
and forest fires. This imbalance underscores 
the widespread and uneven consequences of  
a single climatic phenomenon.

Infographic: Key Impact Areas of  El Niño
Addressing the challenges of  El Niño re-

quires both immediate and long-term strate-
gies. Governments must expand irrigation 
networks, promote drought-resistant crop va-
rieties, and strengthen water conservation 
practices such as rainwater harvesting. In 
states like Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, 
better reservoir management and micro-irri-
gation systems can significantly reduce vul-
nerability. Equally important is improving 
weather forecasting and early warning sys-
tems to help farmers make informed 
decisions.

El Niño is not merely a seasonal distur-
bance but a recurring test of  resilience. As 
climate variability increases, India must 
adopt sustainable and adaptive strategies to 
safeguard its agriculture, economy, and peo-
ple from its far-reaching effects.

El Niño Is a Wake-Up Call for 
India’s Climate Resilience

Editorial

Editor

Historically accepted 
highlights of Baloo’s 
cricketing career and 
legacy 

Career Timeline
	 Bor n: 19 March 1876 
( D h a r w a d ,  B o m b ay 
Presidency)

	 Cricket career start: Late 
1890s (club cricket in 
Pune & Bombay)

	 Peak years: 1900–1915 
(Bombay Quadrangular 
era)

Active top-level career 
span: ~20 years

Passed away: 4 July 1955

	 Matches & Participation
	 Played primarily in the 
Bombay Quadrangular/
Pentangular tour na-
ments (Hindus vs Europe-

ans, Muslims, Parsees, 
etc.)

	 Exact match records are 
not fully documented 
due to the absence of  of-
ficial Test cricket for In-
dia during his era

	 Estimated to have played 
dozens of  first-class 
equivalent  matches 
(though not all officially 
recorded as first-class 
today)

 Major Milestones
	 Among the earliest Indi-
an cricketers to gain in-
ternational praise, in-
cluding from British 
players

	 Recognized as a match-
winner during a time 
when Indians rarely 
dominated Europeans in 
sport

	 Became a symbol of  ex-
cellence despite caste 
barriers

 Feathers in His Cap (Hon-
ours & Legacy)

	 One of  the pioneers of  
Indian cricket before 
Test status (1932)

	 Helped popularize spin 
bowling in India

	 Central figure in the 
Bombay Quadrangular’s 
rise in popularity

	 His exclusion from cap-
taincy sparked a nation-
wide debate on caste 
discrimination

	 Praised by B. R. Ambed-
kar for challenging caste 
barriers

	 Inspired future genera-
tions of  cricketers from 
m a r g i n a l i z e d 
communities

records

	 Frequently top wicket-
taker for the Hindu 
team in Quadrangular 
tournaments

	 Instrumental in multi-
ple Hindu team victo-
ries, especially vs Eu-
ropeans (notably 1906 
matches)
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INDIA Bloc Urges CJI to 
Safeguard Electoral Process

The INDIA bloc has written to 
Chief  Justice of  India (CJI) Jus-
tice Surya Kant, expressing seri-
ous concerns over the function-
ing of  the electoral process and 
alleging bias on the part of  the 
Election Commission of  India 
(ECI). In a joint letter signed by 
leaders of  23 Opposition parties 
and one Independent MP, the al-
liance appealed to the judiciary 
to intervene, saying public faith 
in democratic institutions must 
be protected.

The six-page letter stated that 
the Opposition would not nor-
mally approach the Chief  Jus-
tice on such matters but argued 
that the current situation war-
ranted judicial attention. Ac-
cording to the signatories, the 
electoral process is being ma-
nipulated in a manner that un-
dermines free and fair elections, 
raising questions about whether 
election outcomes truly reflect 
the will of  the people.

A key focus of  the letter is the 
Election Commission's Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of  elec-
toral rolls. The INDIA bloc al-
leged that the exercise is ill-
t imed,  exclusionary and 
politically motivated, claiming 
that the documentation require-
ments could disenfranchise gen-
uine voters. The Opposition also 
accused the Election Commis-
sion, particularly Chief  Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, of  displaying partisan 
behaviour and failing to act im-

partially during elections.
The Opposition further 

claimed that the Commission 
has not acted evenly in enforc-
ing the Model Code of  Conduct, 
alleging that violations by the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) have often gone un-
checked while Opposition par-
ties have faced stricter scrutiny. 
The letter also raised broader 
concerns about the use of  elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) 
and the overall transparency of  
the electoral process ahead of  
Assembly elections due in sev-
eral states.Appealing directly to 
the judiciary, the INDIA bloc 
said that citizens continue to 
place their trust in the courts 
when other institutional mecha-
nisms fail. The letter warned 
that if  concerns about the elec-
toral process remain unad-
dressed, it could weaken public 
confidence in India's democratic 
institutions.Among the promi-

nent signatories were Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Leader of  Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi, Trinamool Congress 
chief  Mamata Banerjee, Sama-
jwadi Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav, RJD leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav, AAP's Sanjay Singh and 
representatives of  several other 
Opposition parties. The inclu-
sion of  parties such as the Aam 
Aadmi Party and the DMK high-
lighted a broad show of  unity on 
the issue.

The Election Commission has 
consistently maintained that 
the Special Intensive Revision is 
intended to ensure accurate 
electoral rolls by removing du-
plicate, shifted, deceased and 
otherwise ineligible entries. 
The issues raised by the Opposi-
tion are likely to remain part of  
the ongoing political and legal 
debate as several states prepare 
f o r  u p c o m i n g  A s s e m b l y 
elections. 

E20 Petrol May Slightly 
Reduce Mileage, Says Centre

The Central government has 
clarified that vehicles using E20 
petrol may witness a slight reduc-
tion in fuel efficiency, but stressed 
that the impact is minimal and out-
weighed by the long-term benefits 
of  ethanol blending. Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Sin-
gh Puri said the decrease in mile-
age is only marginal and depends 
on several factors, including driv-
ing conditions, vehicle mainte-
nance and engine performance.

Responding to concerns over the 
nationwide rollout of  E20 fuel, Puri 
said ethanol-blended petrol is al-
ready used in many countries and 
even powers high-performance rac-
ing vehicles. He added that ethanol 
offers certain advantages, such as 
improved engine performance and 
reduced knocking, making it a via-
ble alternative to conventional 
petrol.

The minister also dismissed 
speculation that using E20 petrol 
could affect vehicle insurance cov-
erage. He said insurance companies 
have clarified that policies remain 
valid for vehicles running on E20 
fuel, easing concer ns among 

motorists.
Puri noted that the government 

introduced E20 petrol only after ex-
tensive consultations with automo-
bile manufacturers, the Society of  
Indian Automobile Manufacturers 
(SIAM) and the Automotive Re-
search Association of  India (ARAI). 
The policy, he said, is part of  India's 
broader strategy to reduce depend-
ence on imported crude oil, support 
farmers by increasing ethanol pro-
duction and cut carbon emissions.

Experts explain that ethanol con-
tains slightly less energy than pet-
rol, which is why vehicles may ex-
perience a small drop in mileage. 
However, newer E20-compatible ve-
hicles are designed to minimise this 
impact.

The government's clarification 
comes amid growing public debate 
over ethanol-blended fuel. While 
some motorists have reported lower 
fuel efficiency, the Centre main-
tains that the environmental and 
economic benefits of  E20 petrol far 
outweigh the marginal reduction in 
mileage, making it an important 
step towards cleaner and more sus-
tainable transportation. 

BJP Adopts Cautious Approach 
on UCC in Uttar Pradesh

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is taking a cautious ap-
proach towards implementing 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in 
Uttar Pradesh, despite the issue 
being one of  its long-standing 
ideological commitments. Party 
leaders believe that introducing 
such a major legal reform in In-
dia's most populous state re-
quires careful planning, legal 
c l a r i t y  a n d  e x t e n s i v e 
preparation.

According to party sources, 
the BJP deliberately chose to im-
plement the UCC first in Uttara-
khand, a smaller state, to assess 
its legal, administrative and po-
litical impact. The party is also 
closely monitoring court pro-
ceedings related to the Uttara-
khand law before deciding on a 
similar move in Uttar Pradesh.

The BJP has already initiated 
steps towards implementing the 
UCC in several other states, in-
cluding Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh and Assam. How-
ever, Uttar Pradesh presents 
unique challenges due to its 
large population, diverse com-

munities and complex social 
structure.Another factor influ-
encing the party's strategy is 
that the UCC was not specifically 
promised in the BJP's 2022 Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly election man-
ifesto. As a result, there is no im-
mediate political pressure to in-
troduce the legislation before 
the next state elections.

Chief  Minister Yogi Adity-
anath has consistently support-
ed the concept of  a Uniform Civ-
il Code, calling it a step towards 
ensuring equal rights and jus-
tice for all citizens. However, the 
state government is currently 
focused on implementing the 
new criminal laws and strength-
ening governance while await-
ing greater legal clarity on the 
UCC.

The BJP is also keeping open 
the possibility of  a nationwide 
Uniform Civil Code through Par-
liament. Until then, the party ap-
pears determined to proceed 
gradually, studying the experi-
ence of  other states before tak-
ing a final decision on imple-
menting the law in Uttar 
Pradesh.

RSS Demands Transparency in Ram Mandir Donation Case
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh (RSS) has called for a 
transparent investigation into 
the alleged theft of  donations at 
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, 
saying the incident has deeply 
hurt the sentiments of  millions 
of  devotees. The organisation 
stressed that those found re-
sponsible must face strict ac-
tion to maintain public trust in 
the temple's administration.

RSS General Secretary Dat-
tatreya Hosabale said devotees 
expect the Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust to 
deal with the matter seriously 
and ensure complete accounta-
bility. He urged the Trust to 
strengthen its administrative 
and financial systems to pre-
vent similar incidents in the fu-
ture and safeguard the sanctity 
of  the temple.

The RSS said transparency is 
essential in handling the case, 
as the Ram Mandir receives do-
nations from devotees across 
the country. It also appealed to 

the public not to spread ru-
mours or draw conclusions be-
fore the investigation is com-
pleted, adding that the issue 
should not be politicised or used 
to create divisions.

The controversy has gener-
ated widespread political atten-
tion, with Opposition parties 
demanding greater transpar-
ency in the management of  tem-
ple funds. Former Shri Ram 
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra 
Trust General Secretary Cham-
pat Rai has come under scruti-
ny following the allegations, 
though no final conclusions 
have been reached and the in-

vestigation is still underway.
The RSS reiterated that pre-

serving the faith of  devotees 
and protecting the reputation 
of  the Ram Mandir should re-
main the highest priority. It em-
phasised that any administra-
tive lapses must be addressed 
through institutional reforms 
and strict accountability.

Authorities are continuing to 
examine financial records and 
other evidence related to the al-
leged theft. The findings of  the 
investigation are expected to de-
termine whether further legal 
or administrative action will be 
taken against those involved.

DMK Slams Arrest of MLA 
as Political Tensions Rise

The arrest of  DMK MLA and 
former Tamil Nadu minister Ani-
tha R. Radhakrishnan has inten-
sified the political confrontation 
between the ruling Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) govern-
ment and the opposition DMK. 
The Tiruchendur legislator was 
taken into custody on Friday, 
hours after the Madras High 
Court rejected his anticipatory 
bail plea in a case related to al-
le ged derogatory remarks 
against Chief  Minister C. Joseph 
Vijay.

The case stems from a speech 
delivered by Radhakrishnan on 
June 20, in which he allegedly 
made offensive comments about 
the Chief  Minister. Police regis-
tered an FIR on June 23 under 
provisions of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita dealing with in-
tentional insult and promoting 
enmity. Authorities said the MLA 
failed to appear for questioning 
despite being served two sum-
mons, leading to his arrest after 
the court declined to grant him 
protection from arrest.

The DMK strongly criticised 
the action, describing it as politi-
cally motivated. Party president 

M.K. Stalin accused the TVK gov-
ernment of  using the police to 
target opposition leaders and al-
leged that the administration 
was functioning in an "authori-
tarian" manner. DMK MP Kani-
mozhi also condemned the ar-
rest, claiming it was carried out 
while Radhakrishnan was in-
specting development works in 
his constituency and calling it an 
attempt to intimidate the opposi-
tion.The TVK government has 
rejected the allegations, main-
taining that the arrest followed 
due legal procedure after the 
High Court refused anticipatory 
bail. Officials have said the police 
acted in accordance with the law 
and that the investigation will 
continue.

The arrest is being seen as the 
first major action against a sen-
ior opposition leader since the 
TVK came to power and is expect-
ed to further sharpen the politi-
cal rivalry between the two par-
ties. With both sides trading 
allegations over governance and 
political vendetta, the episode 
has added fresh intensity to Ta-
mil Nadu's evolving political 
landscape.

J&K Issues Strict Advisory 
for Amarnath Yatra Pilgrims

As the annual Amarnath 
Yatra commenced on Friday, the 
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration issued a detailed adviso-
ry urging pilgrims to strictly fol-
low safety guidelines to ensure a 
smooth and secure pilgrimage. 
Authorities have asked devotees 
to travel only on the dates men-
tioned in their registration per-
mits and avoid undertaking the 
j o u r n e y  w i t h o u t  v a l i d 
registration.

Pilgrims have been advised to 
travel only in designated con-
voys from the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp in Jammu and refrain 
from using private vehicles out-
side the approved schedule. Of-
ficials warned that only regis-
tered yatris with compulsory 
health certificates will be al-
lowed to proceed towards the 
holy cave shrine.

The administration also urged 
devotees to follow all traffic reg-
ulations, cooperate with securi-
ty personnel and remain updat-
ed on weather conditions before 
starting their journey. Pilgrims 
have been asked to avoid trek-
king during adverse weather 
and to immediately report any 
medical issues to health centres 

set up along the route.
Authorities stressed that el-

derly people, pregnant women 
and individuals with serious 
heart, lung or other chronic ill-
nesses should consult their doc-
tors before undertaking the 
high-altitude pilgrimage. Devo-
tees have also been advised to 
stay hydrated, carry essential 
medicines, wear warm clothing 
and avoid strenuous physical ac-
tivity during the trek.

Security has been significant-
ly enhanced along both the Pa-
halgam and Baltal routes, with 
thousands of  personnel de-
ployed to ensure the safety of  
pilgrims. Medical camps, emer-
gency response teams and sur-
veillance systems have also been 
put in place to handle any 
contingencies.

The Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra, 
which began on July 3, will con-
tinue until August 28. The ad-
ministration has appealed to all 
pilgrims to adhere to official in-
structions, avoid rumours and 
cooperate with authorities to en-
sure the safe and successful com-
pletion of  one of  India's most 
significant annual religious 
pilgrimages.

Monsoon Session to Begin with New Political Equations
The Monsoon Session of  Par-

liament is likely to begin on July 
20, with significant political 
changes expected to reshape the 
dynamics in both the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha. Since the 
last session ended in April, a se-
ries of  defections, party splits 
and shifting alliances have al-
tered the balance of  power, giv-
ing the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) a stronger 
position ahead of  key legislative 
debates.

One of  the major develop-
ments is the split in the Trina-
mool Congress, with 20 rebel 
MPs seeking to merge with the 
Nationalist Congress Party of  
India (NCPI). Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla is expected to de-
cide on the merger before the 
session begins. Similarly, six 
MPs from the Uddhav Thacker-
ay-led Shiv Sena faction have 
sought to join the Eknath Shin-

de-led Shiv Sena, a move that is 
also awaiting the Speaker's 
approval.

Another significant political 
shift has emerged in Tamil 
Nadu, where differences be-
tween the DMK and the Con-
gress have weakened the Oppo-
sition's unity in Parliament. 
These developments are expect-
ed to reduce the strength of  the 
INDIA bloc while increasing the 
NDA's numbers in the Lok Sab-
ha, bringing the ruling alliance 
closer to the two-thirds majority 
required for constitutional 

amendments.
The upcoming session is ex-

pected to witness intense de-
bates on several important is-
s u e s,  i n cl u d i n g  p e n d i n g 
legislation, economic reforms 
and national security. The Oppo-
sition is likely to raise concerns 
over electoral reforms, govern-
ance and other political develop-
ments, while the government is 
expected to push key Bills and 
policy initiatives.

With the political landscape 
undergoing rapid changes in 
just three months, the Monsoon 
Session is set to be one of  the 
most closely watched parlia-
mentary sessions in recent 
years. The new numerical 
strength of  the ruling alliance 
and the changing composition 
of  the Opposition are expected 
to influence both legislative pro-
ceedings and the broader politi-
cal narrative in the country.

Aadhaar App Adds Free Email Update Feature
The Unique Identification 

Authority of  India (UIDAI) 
has introduced a new feature 
that allows Aadhaar holders 
to add or update their email ID 
directly through the official 
Aadhaar App, eliminating the 
need to visit an Aadhaar en-
rolment or update centre. To 
encourage users to keep their 
contact details current, the 
service will be available free 
of  cost for six months, from 
July 1 to December 31, 2026.

Earlier, users had to pay a 
fee of  ₹75 to update their email 
address. Under the new initia-
tive, this charge has been 

waived for updates made 
through the Aadhaar App dur-
ing the promotional period. 
The facility is part of  the gov-
ernment's efforts to make 
Aadhaar services more acces-
sible and promote digital 
governance.

The new feature enables us-
ers to securely add or modify 
their registered email address 
without visiting a physical 
centre. A registered email ID 
helps residents receive impor-
tant notifications related to 
Aadhaar services, making it 
easier to stay updated on ac-
count activities and verifica-

tion requests.
The Aadhaar App also of-

fers several other digital ser-
vices, including downloading 
e-Aadhaar, updating mobile 
numbers and addresses, lock-
ing or unlocking biometrics, 
checking authentication his-
tory and accessing Virtual ID 
services. These features are 
designed to provide users with 
a seamless and secure digital 
experience.

The initiative has received a 
strong response, with more 
than 2.5 lakh users updating 
their email IDs through the 
Aadhaar App within the first 

two days of  the feature's 
launch. The government said 
the overwhelming response 
reflects growing adoption of  
digital public services and 
supports the Digital India 
initiative.

UIDAI has encouraged Aad-
haar holders to take advan-
tage of  the free service before 
the six-month window ends. 
The authority believes that 
keeping email information up-
dated will improve communi-
cation with users and ensure 
they receive timely alerts and 
important Aadhaar-related 
updates securely.
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US Proposal to Allow Home 
Delivery of Guns Sparks Debate

A proposed change to fire-
arm regulations in the United 
States has ignited a nationwide 
debate after the Bureau of  Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) suggested al-
lowing licensed gun dealers to 
deliver firearms directly to cus-
tomers' homes within the same 
state. If  approved, the move 
would mark one of  the most 
significant changes to gun 
sales in recent years.

Under current federal rules, 
firearms purchased online 
must generally be shipped to a 
licensed dealer, where buyers 
complete identity verification, 
background checks and collect 
the weapon in person. The pro-
posed regulation would instead 
permit licensed dealers to ship 
firearms directly to eligible in-
state buyers after completing 
online identity verification, 
background checks and a man-
datory seven-day waiting 
period.

Supporters argue that the 
proposal would modernise the 
firearm purchasing process 
and make it more convenient 
for law-abiding gun owners. 

They believe technological ad-
vances now allow identity veri-
fication and compliance checks 
to be completed securely with-
out requiring customers to vis-
it a gun store.

The proposal is also expected 
to benefit online firearm retail-
ers, particularly companies 
specialising in digital gun 
sales. Industry representatives 
say the change could expand 
customer access and stream-
line legal firearm purchases 
while maintaining existing 
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k 
requirements.

However, the proposal has 
drawn strong criticism from 

gun control advocates and pub-
lic safety groups. Opponents 
argue that home delivery could 
increase the risk of  firearms 
falling into the wrong hands 
through package theft, fraudu-
lent purchases or reduced over-
sight during the transfer pro-
cess. Critics also fear the rule 
could make it easier for indi-
viduals to exploit loopholes in 
the system.

The issue has attracted addi-
tional attention because Don-
ald Trump Jr. serves on the 
board of  GrabAGun, a major 
online firearms retailer that 
could potentially benefit if  the 
proposal is implemented. 

While Trump Jr. has denied 
any involvement in developing 
the rule, critics have ques-
tioned whether the policy could 
create conflicts of  interest.

The proposed regulation is 
currently open for public com-
ments, with citizens, advocacy 
groups and industry stakehold-
ers invited to submit feedback 
before the ATF decides wheth-
er to finalise the rule. Officials 
have indicated that the propos-
al may not be completed until 
late 2026 or early 2027, and it 
could still be modified or with-
drawn after the consultation 
process.

The debate reflects the con-
tinuing divide in the United 
States over gun rights and pub-
lic safety. Supporters see the 
proposal as a step towards re-
ducing regulatory burdens for 
legal gun owners, while oppo-
nents warn that easier access 
to firearms could increase se-
curity risks. As the consulta-
tion period continues, the pro-
posal is expected to remain one 
of  the most closely watched 
firearm policy discussions in 
the country.

Iran Says US Once Helped Foil 
Israeli Assassination Plot

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi has claimed 
that the United States once in-
tervened to prevent an alleged 
Israeli plot to assassinate him 
and Iranian Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Ghalibaf  dur-
ing a visit to New York. The 
revelation was made during an 
interview in which Araghchi 
reflected on a period of  height-
ened tensions between Iran, 
Israel and the United States.

According to Araghchi, the 
incident occurred when he and 
Ghalibaf  travelled to New York 
to attend meetings at the Unit-
ed Nations. He alleged that Ira-
nian authorities had received 
intelligence indicating an Is-
raeli plan to target the two sen-
ior officials while they were in 
the United States.

Araghchi claimed that after 
being informed of  the alleged 
threat, US authorities took the 
warning seriously and imple-
mented extensive security 
measures to ensure the safety 
of  the visiting Iranian delega-
tion. He said the United States 
had a legal and diplomatic re-
sponsibility to protect foreign 
officials attending UN events, 
regardless of  political differ-
ences between the countries.

The Iranian minister stated 
that the security arrange-
ments helped prevent any pos-
sible attack, describing the in-
cident as an example of  the 
obligations host nations have 
under international law. He 
added that despite decades of  
strained relations between 
Tehran and Washington, there 

are situations in which diplo-
matic responsibilities take 
precedence over political 
disagreements.

Neither the United States 
nor Israel has publicly con-
firmed Araghchi's account or 
acknowledged the existence of  
any assassination plot. Israeli 
officials have not responded to 
the allegations, while US au-
thorities have also not com-
mented on the claims.

The remarks come at a time 
when tensions between Iran 
and Israel remain high, follow-
ing months of  military con-
frontations, regional instabili-
ty and exchanges of  threats. 
Diplomatic relations between 
Iran and the United States also 
remain limited, with disagree-
ments continuing over region-
al security, sanctions and 
Iran's nuclear programme.

Analysts note that under in-
ternational agreements gov-
erning the United Nations 
headquarters, the United 
States is responsible for ensur-
ing the security of  foreign del-
egations visiting New York for 

official UN meetings. Those 
obligations apply irrespective 
of  the diplomatic relationship 
between Washington and the 
visiting country's government.
Araghchi's comments have 
generated significant interna-
tional attention because they 
portray a rare instance of  co-
operation between two long-
standing adversaries. While 
the claims remain unverified, 
they have renewed discussion 
about the complex nature of  
diplomacy and security re-
sponsibilities even between na-
tions with deeply strained ties.

The episode also highlights 
the continuing geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle East, 
where rivalry between Iran 
and Israel has frequently ex-
tended beyond direct military 
confrontations into intelli-
gence operations and covert 
activities. Whether further de-
tails emerge remains uncer-
tain, but the statement has 
added another layer to the al-
ready complicated relation-
ship between the  three 
countries.

Why Khamenei's Funeral Was Delayed for Months
Iran's decision to hold the fu-

neral of  former Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
more than four months after 
his death has drawn global at-
tention, as such a long delay is 
highly unusual under Islamic 
tradition, which generally calls 
for burial within 24 hours.

According to Iranian offi-
cials, the postponement was 
caused by the extraordinary se-
curity situation following 
Khamenei's death during the 
conflict involving Iran, the 
United States and Israel. The 
government said the ongoing 
military operations, repeated 
airstrikes and fears of  further 
attacks made it impossible to 
organise a large public funeral 
or safely transport his body for 
burial.

Rumours had circulated that 
Khamenei's body had been se-
cretly buried during the con-
flict. However, Iranian authori-
ties denied those claims, 
insisting that the remains had 
been kept in a secure, undis-

closed location under strict se-
curity until conditions became 
stable enough for state funeral 
ceremonies to be held.

Officials said the recent 
ceasefire created an opportu-
nity to organise the elaborate 
funeral, which is expected to be 
one of  the largest state ceremo-
nies in Iran's history. Millions 
of  mourners, senior Iranian 
leaders and foreign dignitaries 
are expected to attend the 
events, which will take place 
over several days.

Before his final burial, 
Khamenei's body has been 
placed in state at Tehran's 

Grand Mosalla, allowing mem-
bers of  the public to pay their 
last respects. The casket will 
then be taken in processions 
through several important Shia 
religious centres, including 
Qom in Iran and the holy Iraqi 
cities of  Najaf  and Karbala, be-
fore being brought back to Iran.

The final burial is scheduled 
to take place at the Imam Reza 
Shrine in Mashhad, Khame-
nei's birthplace and one of  the 
holiest sites in Shia Islam. Au-
thorities have deployed exten-
s ive  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s 
throughout the funeral period, 
citing concerns over potential 

attacks and the enormous 
crowds expected to gather.

The funeral is also being 
viewed as a significant political 
event for Iran's leadership. Ana-
lysts believe the ceremonies are 
intended not only to honour 
Khamenei's legacy but also to 
demonstrate national unity and 
the resilience of  the Islamic Re-
public following months of  con-
flict and political uncertainty.

The delay has nevertheless 
sparked debate, as prolonged 
postponements are extremely 
rare in Islamic practice. Irani-
an officials maintain that the 
exceptional wartime condi-
tions left them with no alterna-
tive and that preserving secu-
rity had to take precedence 
over religious tradition.

With the funeral now under-
way, Iran hopes the ceremonies 
will mark the end of  a turbu-
lent chapter in the country's re-
cent history while paying trib-
ute to the leader who guided the 
nation for more than three 
decades.

Russian Strike on Kyiv Kills Dozens

Russia launched one of  its 
deadliest aerial assaults on 
Ukraine's capital in 2026, un-
leashing a massive overnight 
barrage of  drones and missiles 
that killed at least 27 people 
and injured dozens more. The 
attack caused widespread de-
struction across Kyiv, damag-
ing residential buildings, ho-
tels, schools and other civilian 
infrastructure.

According to Ukrainian of-
ficials, Russia fired nearly 500 
drones along with more than 
70 missiles in a coordinated 
strike that lasted for several 
hours. Air defence systems in-
tercepted many of  the incom-
ing projectiles, but a signifi-
cant number penetrated the 
city's defences, causing exten-
sive damage across multiple 
districts.

One of  the worst-hit loca-
tions was a nine-storey apart-
ment building that partially 
collapsed after being struck. 
Rescue workers spent hours 
searching through the rubble 
for survivors, while emergency 
teams battled fires triggered by 
the explosions. Authorities 
warned that the death toll 

could rise further as recovery 
operations continued.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy cut short an 
overseas visit and returned to 
Kyiv following the attack. Vis-
iting the affected areas, he con-
demned Russia for targeting 
civilian neighbourhoods and 
renewed his appeal to Western 
allies for additional air defence 
systems. Zelenskyy argued 
that stronger air defences 
could help prevent similar 
tragedies in the future.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
described the assault as one of  
the worst attacks on the capital 
since the war began more than 
four years ago. Thousands of  
residents sought shelter in 
metro stations and under-
ground bunkers as explosions 
echoed across the city through-
out the night. Public transport 
services were disrupted, and 
emergency crews worked con-
tinuously to restore essential 
services.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try said the strikes were car-
ried out in response to recent 
Ukrainian drone attacks on 
Russian territory and claimed 

that military and strategic in-
frastructure had been target-
ed. Ukrainian authorities, 
however, insisted that the bom-
bardment primarily affected 
civilian areas, including 
homes and public buildings.

The international commu-
nity swiftly condemned the at-
tack. Several European leaders 
expressed solidarity with 
Ukraine and called for in-
creased pressure on Moscow, 
while  fresh discussions 
emerged over expanding sanc-
tions against Russia. The 
strike has once again high-
lighted the urgent need for en-
hanced air defence support as 
Ukraine continues to face in-
creasingly large-scale aerial 
assaults.

Friday was declared a day of  
mourning in Kyiv as residents 
gathered to honour those who 
lost their lives. The latest at-
tack underscores the continu-
ing intensity of  the war and 
the heavy toll it continues to 
inflict on civilians, with both 
sides showing little sign of  eas-
ing hostilities despite repeated 
inter national calls for a 
ceasefire.

Tibetan Protester Dies After Self-Immolation Outside UN
A Tibetan activist died after 

setting himself  on fire outside 
the United Nations headquar-
ters in New York City, drawing 
global attention to the long-
standing Tibet-China dispute 
and the plight of  Tibetans living 
under Chinese rule. The dra-
matic protest took place near 
the UN complex in Manhattan 
and is being viewed as one of  
the most significant acts of  pro-
test by a Tibetan activist in re-
cent years.

The protester was identified 
by friends and activists as Lob-
sang Rangzen, who had been liv-
ing in the United States for near-
ly two decades and worked as an 
Uber driver. Witnesses said he 
carried a Tibetan flag, distrib-
uted pamphlets calling for a free 
Tibet and then set himself  on 
fire in full public view. Emer-
gency responders quickly extin-
guished the flames and rushed 

him to Bellevue Hospital, but he 
l a t e r  s u c c u m b e d  t o  h i s 
injuries.

According to Tibetan advoca-
cy groups, Rangzen was a com-
mitted supporter of  the Free Ti-
bet movement and had actively 
participated in campaigns high-
lighting human rights concerns 
in Tibet. His protest coincided 
with growing international crit-
icism of  China's newly enacted 
ethnic unity law, which critics 
say could further erode the cul-
tural and religious identity of  
minority communities, includ-

ing Tibetans and Uyghurs.
The incident has reignited 

global discussion about Tibet, 
where activists and human 
rights organisations have long 
accused Chinese authorities of  
restricting religious freedom, 
suppressing cultural identity 
and limiting political expres-
sion. Beijing, however, main-
tains that Tibet has been an in-
te g ral  part of  China for 
centuries and says its policies 
have improved economic devel-
opment and social stability in 
the region.Self-immolation has 
become a rare but powerful 
form of  protest among some Ti-
betans opposing Chinese rule. 
Since 2009, more than 150 Tibet-
ans are reported to have carried 
out similar acts, making it one 
of  the most tragic symbols of  
resistance against Beijing's poli-
cies in the Himalayan region.

The protest outside the UN 

headquarters also highlighted 
calls for stronger international 
action on Tibet. Activists urged 
global leaders and the United 
Nations to increase pressure on 
China over alleged human 
rights violations and to support 
the preservation of  Tibetan cul-
ture, language and religious 
traditions.

The New York Police Depart-
ment is investigating the inci-
dent, while the United Nations 
confirmed that the protest oc-
curred outside its premises af-
ter official meetings had con-
cluded. The tragedy has once 
again brought international at-
tention to one of  the world's 
most enduring geopolitical and 
human rights issues, with Ti-
betan organisations hoping it 
will renew global focus on their 
demands for greater freedom 
and protection of  their cultural 
identity.

UAE Tightens Rules on Children's Digital Content
The United Arab Emirates is 

preparing to introduce a com-
prehensive framework to regu-
late the media and digital con-
tent consumed by children, 
expanding its efforts to im-
prove online safety following 
its recent decision to ban so-
cial media access for children 
under the age of  15.

The National Media Author-
ity (NMA) announced that it is 
developing new standards 
aimed at ensuring children are 
exposed only to age-appropri-
ate content across digital plat-
forms and traditional media. 
The initiative is part of  a 
broader strategy to create a 
safer online environment 
while encouraging healthier 

digital habits among young 
users.

As part of  the new frame-
work, the UAE plans to intro-
duce a national media content 
standards guide for children. 
The guide will classify content 
according to different age 
groups and serve as a manda-
tory reference for media organ-
isations, digital platforms and 
content creators. Authorities 
also plan to implement a uni-
fied age-classification policy 
covering books, films, music, 
television programmes and 
content shared on social media 
platforms.

Officials say the objective is 
not simply to shield children 
from harmful material but also 

to encourage the production 
and promotion of  educational, 
creative and value-based con-
tent. The new regulations are 

expected to help parents make 
informed decisions about what 
their children watch and en-
gage with online.

The announcement follows 
the UAE Cabinet's recent deci-
sion to prohibit children under 
15 from creating or operating 

personal social media ac-
counts. Under the new rules, 
parental consent cannot be 
used to bypass the restriction. 
Teenagers aged 15 and 16 will 
be allowed limited access, but 
their accounts must include 
enhanced safety features such 
as parental controls, age-ap-
propriate content filters and 
restrictions on potentially 
harmful platform features.

Social media companies will 
be given up to 12 months to 
comply with the new regula-
tions. Platforms will be re-
quired to introduce reliable 
age-verification systems, re-
placing the current practice of  
allowing users to simply enter 
their date of  birth. The govern-

ment has indicated that ad-
vanced technologies, including 
artificial intelligence and bio-
metric verification, may be 
used to confirm users' ages 
while protecting their privacy.

The move comes amid grow-
ing global concern over the im-
pact of  excessive social media 
use on children. Studies have 
linked prolonged screen time 
with anxiety, attention issues, 
academic challenges and other 
developmental concerns. The 
UAE joins a growing number 
of  countries introducing 
stricter digital safety rules for 
minors as governments seek to 
balance children's access to 
technology with stronger safe-
guards against online risks.



09 www.truepointnews.com

ECONOMY
 VIJAYAWADA, SATURDAY, JULY, 04.07.2026

Markets Extend Winning Streak as 
Nifty Ends Above 24,270

Indian benchmark equity in-
dices extended their rally for a 
third consecutive trading ses-
sion on Friday, with the Sensex 
gaining 262 points and the Nif-
ty closing above the 24,270 
mark, supported by strong 
buying in information technol-
ogy, pharmaceutical, metal 
and realty stocks.

The BSE Sensex ended the 
session 261.79 points, or 0.34 
per cent, higher at 77,763.91, 
while the NSE Nifty50 rose 
95.15 points, or 0.39 per cent, to 
settle at 24,270.85. During the 
day, the Nifty touched an intra-
day high of  24,378 before profit 
booking in the second half  
trimmed some of  the gains. De-
spite the late selling, both indi-
ces finished firmly in positive 
territory.

The rally was led by IT 
stocks, which emerged as the 
top-performing sector. Phar-
ma, metal and realty counters 
also witnessed healthy buying, 
reflecting improved investor 
sentiment across multiple seg-
ments. However, PSU banking 

stocks remained under pres-
sure, while the broader market 
showed a mixed trend. Midcap 
stocks ended slightly lower, 
and smallcap shares closed 
largely flat.

For the week, both the 
Sensex and the Nifty gained 
nearly one per cent, indicating 
sustained buying interest de-
spite global uncertainties. An-
alysts attributed the positive 
momentum to supportive glob-
al cues, easing concerns over 
interest rates, a stronger rupee 
and improved sentiment in the 
technology sector.

Among individual stocks, 
HCL Technologies was the big-
gest gainer on the Nifty after 
posting strong gains, while 
Axis Bank emerged as the top 
loser. Several other IT majors 
also traded higher, helping lift 
the benchmark indices.

Market experts said the over-
all trend remains positive, al-
though investors should be 
prepared for intermittent prof-
it booking after the recent ral-
ly. They believe the Nifty has 
managed to maintain key sup-
port levels, which could keep 
the broader uptrend intact if  

buying continues in heavy-
weight sectors.

Investors will now closely 
monitor upcoming domestic 
and global economic data, cor-
porate earnings announce-
ments and foreign institution-
al investor activity for further 
market direction. Global devel-
opments, including move-
ments in crude oil prices and 
central bank policy signals, are 
also expected to influence trad-
ing sentiment in the coming 
sessions.

With the benchmarks re-
cording three successive days 
of  gains, market participants 
remain optimistic about the 
near-term outlook. However, 
analysts advise investors to re-
main selective and focus on 
fundamentally strong stocks as 
volatility could increase amid 
changing global market condi-
tions. The next few trading ses-
sions are expected to deter-
mine whether the current rally 
can sustain its momentum and 
push the indices towards fresh 
resistance levels.

BEL, HAL Gain Ahead of Key 
Defence Procurement Meeting

Shares of  leading defence 
public sector companies, in-
cluding Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL) and Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), 
traded higher on Friday as in-
vestors anticipated major pro-
curement approvals from the 
Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC). The council was expect-
ed to consider defence acquisi-
tion proposals worth more 
than Rs 1 lakh crore, boosting 
sentiment across the sector.

BEL emerged as one of  the 
top gainers, rising nearly 2 per 
cent during intraday trade, 
while HAL also posted gains of  
around 2 per cent. Other de-
fence-related stocks, including 
Bharat Dynamics (BDL) and 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, 
traded in positive territory as 
investors looked forward to 
fresh order opportunities.

The DAC, chaired by Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, is the 
government's highest decision-
making body for defence pro-
curement. The meeting is ex-
pected to review several 
high-value proposals aimed at 
strengthening the capabilities 
of  the Army, Navy and Air 
Force, while continuing the 

government's emphasis on in-
digenous manufacturing un-
der the 'Make in India ' 
initiative.

Among the key proposals 
likely to be discussed is the 
procurement of  Man Portable 
Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
(MP-ATGM) systems for the In-
dian Army. The proposal in-
cludes launchers, missiles and 
training simulators, with 
Bharat Dynamics expected to 
play a major role in manufac-
turing the systems.

The council is also expected 
to consider the acquisition of  
HAMMER precision-guided 
air-to-ground munitions for 
the Indian Air Force and Navy. 
Bharat Electronics is likely to 
benefit through its partner-
ship for domestic manufactur-
ing of  these advanced weapon 
systems. Other proposals re-
portedly include drone detec-
tion systems, loitering muni-
t i o n s ,  a d v a n c e d 
communication equipment, 
naval surveillance platforms 
and additional submarines.

Analysts believe that ap-
provals from the DAC could 
significantly improve order 
visibility for defence compa-

nies. BEL and HAL, which al-
ready have strong order books, 
are expected to remain among 
the biggest beneficiaries of  In-
dia's increasing defence ex-
penditure and focus on self-re-
liance in military production.

The Indian defence sector 
has been one of  the strongest-
performing segments in the 
stock market over the past few 
years, supported by rising gov-
ernment spending, export op-
portunities and continued pol-
icy support for domestic 
manufacturers. Investors have 
increasingly viewed defence 
stocks as long-term growth 
plays due to their healthy or-
der pipelines and improving 
execution capabilities.

Market participants will 
now closely watch the outcome 
of  the DAC meeting for clarity 
on the size and timing of  po-
tential contracts. If  major pro-
posals receive approval, ana-
lysts expect fresh momentum 
in defence stocks, with compa-
nies such as BEL, HAL, Bharat 
Dynamics and Mazagon Dock 
likely to remain in focus as 
beneficiaries of  India's ongo-
ing military modernisation 
programme.

Delhi HC's NSE Verdict May Bring 
More Market Bodies Under RTI

A recent Delhi High Court 
ruling declaring the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) a "pub-
lic authority" under the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act has 
triggered a wider legal debate 
over whether other stock ex-
changes and financial market 
institutions could also be 
brought under the transpar-
ency law.

The court upheld a 2010 sin-
gle-judge verdict, ruling that 
despite being incorporated as 
a private company, the NSE 
performs public functions and 
operates under a statutory 
framework that makes it sub-
ject to the RTI Act. The judg-
ment means the country's larg-
est stock exchange will now be 
required to disclose informa-
tion under the provisions of  
the RTI Act, subject to the ex-
emptions provided by the law.

Legal experts believe the 
ruling could have implications 
far beyond the NSE. The rea-
soning adopted by the court 
may extend to other market in-
frastructure institutions, in-
cluding stock exchanges, 
clearing corporations and de-
positories, all of  which oper-
ate under licences or recogni-
tion granted by the Securities 

and Exchange Board of  India 
(SEBI).

The judgment has also 
raised questions about wheth-
er entities regulated by other 
statutory bodies, such as the 
Reserve Bank of  India (RBI), 
the Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of  In-
dia (IRDAI) and various secto-
ral regulators, could eventu-
ally face similar arguments 
regarding RTI applicability. 
Experts, however, caution that 
each case would have to be ex-
amined individually based on 
the extent of  statutory control 
and the public functions per-
formed by the organisation.

The Delhi High Court ob-
served that the NSE's identity 
as a stock exchange depends 
entirely on statutory recogni-
tion under the Securities Con-
tracts (Regulation) Act and 
continuous regulatory over-
sight by SEBI. The court con-
cluded that these factors make 
it an authority performing 
public functions, despite its 
private corporate structure.

The ruling is expected to 
strengthen transparency and 
accountability in India's capi-
tal markets. Investors and 
market participants may now 

have greater access to infor-
mation regarding the func-
tioning of  the NSE through 
RTI applications, although 
commercially sensitive infor-
mation and matters exempted 
under the Act will continue to 
remain protected.

The verdict also comes at a 
significant time for the NSE, 
as the exchange continues to 
work towards its long-awaited 
initial public offering (IPO). 
Market observers believe in-
creased transparency require-
ments could influence govern-
ance practices and public 
disclosure standards in the 
run-up to the listing.

While the judgment current-
ly applies to the NSE, its 
broader legal implications are 
likely to be closely watched by 
regulators, market institu-
tions and policymakers. Any 
future extension of  the RTI 
framework to other regulated 
entities would depend on fur-
ther judicial interpretation 
and the specific legal status of  
each organisation. The ruling 
has nevertheless opened an 
important discussion on bal-
ancing transparency with op-
erational confidentiality in 
India's financial markets.

Government Plans Revamped Gold Monetisation Scheme
The Central government is 

likely to unveil a revamped 
Gold Monetisation Scheme 
(GMS) within the next two 
weeks as part of  its efforts to 
reduce dependence on gold im-
ports and bring idle household 
gold into the formal financial 
system. The proposed overhaul 
is expected to make the scheme 
more accessible by involving 
jewellers directly in the collec-
tion process.

According to sources, jewel-
lers across the country may be 
designated as "Collection Part-
ners" under the revised frame-
work. This would allow them 
to collect household gold de-
posits, a role that was previ-
ously restricted mainly to 
banks. The move is aimed at 
improving public participa-
tion and addressing the limit-
ed success of  the earlier ver-
sion of  the scheme.

India is estimated to hold 
nearly 30,000 tonnes of  gold in 
households and religious insti-
tutions, much of  which re-
mains unused. The govern-
ment believes that even 

mobilising a small portion of  
these holdings could signifi-
cantly reduce the country's re-
liance on imported bullion, 
lower pressure on the current 
account deficit and strengthen 
foreign exchange reserves.

Industry estimates suggest 
the revamped scheme could 
help mobilise more than 1,000 
tonnes of  gold over time. Ana-
lysts say that if  even five per 
cent of  household gold is 
brought into the financial sys-
tem, it could unlock liquidity 
worth nearly $90 billion, bene-
fiting both the economy and 
the jewellery sector.

The proposal follows exten-
sive consultations between the 

Finance Ministry, the Reserve 
Bank of  India, banks and rep-
resentatives of  the gems and 
jewellery industry. Stakehold-
ers have argued that involving 
jewellers would make the 
scheme more convenient for 
customers and increase trust, 
as consumers are more likely 
to approach familiar local jew-
ellers than banks for deposit-
ing their gold.

The revamp also comes after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi urged citizens to post-
pone gold purchases for a year 
in the national interest to help 
reduce the country's import 
bill. Rising gold prices and 
heavy dependence on imports 

have prompted policymakers 
to explore long-term measures 
to utilise existing domestic 
gold reserves more effectively.

The original Gold Monetisa-
tion Scheme, launched in 2015, 
was designed to encourage in-
dividuals and institutions to 
deposit idle gold in exchange 
for interest. However, the pro-
gramme achieved only limited 
success, mobilising a relatively 
small quantity of  gold over the 
years. Parts of  the scheme 
were discontinued in 2025 due 
to poor participation, prompt-
ing calls from the industry for 
a comprehensive overhaul.

If  approved, the revamped 
scheme is expected to improve 
accessibility, increase public 
participation and create a 
more efficient system for recy-
cling domestic gold. By lever-
aging jewellers' extensive re-
tail networks, the government 
hopes to transform idle house-
hold gold into a productive fi-
nancial asset while reducing 
the need for costly imports and 
supporting long-term econom-
ic stability.

Indian Hume Pipe Jumps 5% After Winning 
`739 Crore Rajasthan Project

Shares of  Indian Hume Pipe 
Company climbed nearly 5 per 
cent on Friday after the com-
pany secured a major water in-
frastructure contract worth 
₹738.61 crore from the Rajasthan 
government. The order has 
strengthened investor confi-
dence and is expected to pro-
vide healthy revenue visibility 
over the next few years.

The company received a Let-
ter of  Acceptance (LoA) from 
the Public Health Engineering 
Department (PHED), Govern-
ment of  Rajasthan, for execut-
ing a large-scale drinking water 
supply project under the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA)-funded Ra-
jasthan Rural Water Supply 
and Fluorosis Mitigation Pro-
ject Phase II. The announce-
ment triggered strong buying 
interest in the stock during the 
trading session.

The project involves the de-
sign and construction of  the 

Narmada-based Water Supply 
Project covering 275 villages in 
the Dhorimanna and Chouhtan 
blocks of  Barmer district. Be-
sides building the infrastruc-
ture, Indian Hume Pipe will 
also be responsible for operat-
ing and maintaining the project 
for 10 years after its comple-
tion, ensuring a long-term rev-
enue stream for the company.

According to the contract 
terms, the construction work is 
scheduled to be completed with-
in 24 months, followed by a one-
year defect notification period 
and a decade-long operation 
and maintenance phase. The 
project is expected to improve 
access to safe drinking water in 
rural Rajasthan while helping 
address fluorosis-related chal-
lenges in the region.

Market participants wel-
comed the development, as the 
new order significantly boosts 
Indian Hume Pipe's already 
strong order book. Analysts be-

lieve the contract reinforces the 
company's position as a leading 
player in India's water infra-
structure sector, where govern-
ment spending continues to in-
crease under various rural and 
urban water supply initiatives.
Indian Hume Pipe has decades 
of  experience in executing 
large water supply, irrigation 
and pipeline projects across the 
country. The company has been 
a key participant in several 
state and central government 
infrastructure programmes, 
benefiting from India's growing 
focus on improving drinking 
water access and expanding 
water distribution networks.

The latest order also high-
lights the government's contin-
ued investment in water infra-
structure,  creating fresh 
opportunities for engineering 
and construction companies in-
volved in pipeline manufactur-
ing and turnkey execution. 
With rural water supply re-

maining a national priority, 
companies like Indian Hume 
Pipe are expected to benefit 
from a steady pipeline of  
projects.

Following the announce-
ment, the company's shares 
emerged among the day's top 
gainers on Dalal Street. Inves-
tors remain optimistic that the 
strong order inflow, coupled 
with sustained government 
spending on infrastructure, 
will support the company's 
earnings growth and strength-
en its long-term business 
outlook.

Gold Rally Lifts Muthoot Finance, Hindustan Zinc Shares
Shares of  companies linked to 

gold and silver extended their 
gains on Friday as a sharp rally in 
precious metal prices boosted in-
vestor sentiment. Gold loan finan-
ciers Muthoot Finance and Manap-
puram Finance, along with silver 
producer Hindustan Zinc, were 
among the top performers on Dalal 
Street.

Muthoot Finance surged nearly 
4 per cent during the session, while 
Manappuram Finance gained 
around 3 per cent. Hindustan Zinc 
also advanced over 3 per cent as ris-
ing silver prices improved the out-
look for the mining company. Other 
stocks with exposure to precious 
metals, including IIFL Finance, 
also traded in positive territory.

The rally came after gold and sil-
ver prices climbed sharply in glob-
al markets following weaker-than-

expected US jobs data. The 
economic figures strengthened ex-
pectations that the US Federal Re-
serve could adopt a less aggressive 
approach towards interest rate 
hikes, boosting demand for safe-
haven assets such as gold and sil-
ver. The weaker US dollar further 
supported the upward movement 
in bullion prices.

Higher gold prices are generally 
viewed as positive for gold loan 
companies because they increase 
the value of  pledged jewellery used 
as collateral. This enables lenders 
to offer larger loans while main-
taining comfortable loan-to-value 
ratios, improving business growth 
prospects and reducing credit risk.

For Hindustan Zinc, stronger sil-
ver prices translate into higher rev-
enue potential, as the company is 
India's largest integrated producer 

of  zinc, lead and silver. The rise in 
silver prices, combined with the 
company's healthy operational per-
formance, strengthened investor 
confidence and supported the 
stock's rally.

Market experts said precious 
metal-linked stocks are likely to re-
main sensitive to global economic 
developments, especially US infla-
tion data, central bank policy deci-
sions and geopolitical events. Any 
factors that increase demand for 
safe-haven assets could continue to 
support bullion prices and, in turn, 
benefit companies associated with 
gold financing and silver produc-
tion.Investors are also keeping an 
eye on movements in the US dollar 
and bond yields, both of  which play 
a significant role in determining 
the direction of  precious metal 
prices. Sustained strength in gold 

and silver could provide further 
momentum to stocks in the sector.

While analysts remain optimis-
tic about the near-term outlook, 
they caution that commodity-
linked stocks can be volatile, with 
prices reacting quickly to changes 
in global economic sentiment. Nev-
ertheless, the latest rally has rein-
forced investor confidence in gold 
financiers and precious metal pro-
ducers, making them among the 
strongest-performing sectors in the 
market.
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US Woman Shocked by Huge India-US Medicine Price Gap
An American woman living 

in India has gone viral after 
highlighting the massive dif-
ference in medicine prices be-
tween the United States and 
India, sparking fresh debate 
over the affordability of  
healthcare.

The woman, identified as 
Liz, shared her observations 
in an Instagram video titled 
"Indian vs American Health-
care." In the clip, she claimed 
that Americans are paying ex-
traordinarily high prices for 
essential medicines while the 
same drugs are available at a 
fraction of  the cost in India.

Liz explained that her aunt 
is undergoing treatment for a 
type of  blood cancer and re-
quires a medicine called Rev-
limid. According to her, a sin-
gle pill costs around $900 
(approximately Rs 85,000) in 
the United States. Curious 
about its price in India, she 
checked online and found that 
generic versions of  the medi-
cine are available for between 
Rs 35 and Rs 300 per tablet, de-
pending on the manufacturer.

Calling the difference "un-
believable," Liz said the pric-
ing gap reflects how affordable 
India's pharmaceutical indus-

try is compared to the Ameri-
can healthcare system. She 
remarked that while India 
provides access to low-cost 
medicines, patients in the US 
often struggle with extremely 
expensive prescription drugs.

The video quickly gained 
traction on social media, at-
tracting more than 772,000 
views within a short period. 
Thousands of  users joined the 
discussion, with many ex-
pressing shock at the vast dif-
ference in medicine prices. 
Several commenters praised 
India's generic drug industry 
for making life-saving treat-

ments more affordable. Others 
argued that the US healthcare 
system needs significant re-
forms to reduce the financial 
burden on patients.

Some users also pointed out 
that government hospitals in 
India offer subsidised or free 
treatment for certain serious 
illnesses, making healthcare 
even more accessible for many 
citizens.

Liz's video follows a similar 
viral incident from last month 
involving another American 
woman named Victoria. She 
revealed that a medication 
priced at $1,000 in the US cost 

her only $25, including inter-
national shipping, after sourc-
ing it through an Indian man-
ufacturer. Victoria criticised 
the American healthcare sys-
tem, describing it as a "scam" 
and questioning why patients 
are charged such high prices 
for essential medicines.

The two viral stories have 
reignited global discussions 
about healthcare affordability, 
drug pricing and the role of  
generic medicines. While 
healthcare systems differ 
from country to country, the 
striking price comparisons 
shared by these women have 

drawn widespread attention 
and prompted many people to 
question why identical medi-

cines can cost hundreds of  
times more in one nation than 
another.

Entrepreneur Condemns Viral E-Rickshaw ‘Prank’
A Mumbai-based entrepre-

neur has strongly criticised a 
dangerous social media 
trend in which pranksters 
use a smartphone app to re-
motely stop e-rickshaws, say-
ing the act unfairly targets 
people who depend on the ve-
hicles for their livelihood.

The criticism comes amid 
growing concern over the 
misuse of  the BAT-BMS app, 
a battery management appli-
cation that can connect to 
certain Bluetooth-enabled e-
rickshaw battery systems. 
Videos circulating on social 
media show people using the 
app to switch off  e-rickshaws 
in the middle of  roads, leav-
ing drivers stranded and cre-
ating traffic disruptions. Au-
thorities have also begun 
examining the issue due to 
its potential safety risks.

Entrepreneur Ritu Hathi 
shared an incident she wit-
nessed while travelling on a 
busy road. According to her, 
an e-rickshaw suddenly came 
to a halt after someone alleg-
edly used the app to disable 
it. The unexpected break-
down caused a traffic jam 
and forced the driver to pull 
the vehicle to the roadside.

Hathi said all the passen-
gers got off, leaving the driv-
er to push the e-rickshaw to a 
nearby mechanic. Besides 
losing an entire day's income, 
the driver also had to bear 
repair-related expenses de-
spite not being at fault.

Expressing sympathy, 
Hathi said she could not un-
derstand why anyone would 
derive enjoyment from mak-

ing life harder for people who 
are simply trying to earn an 
honest living. She noted that 
even minor business losses 
affect her, making it easy to 
imagine the financial stress 
faced by drivers whose daily 
earnings depend entirely on 
their vehicles.

Her comments quickly 
gained attention online, with 
many users supporting her 

stand. Several social media 
users described the prank as 
irresponsible and dangerous, 
warning that stopping a mov-
ing vehicle without warning 
could lead to serious acci-
dents involving drivers, pas-
sengers and other road users. 
Others argued that regard-
less of  complaints about traf-
fic violations by some e-rick-
shaw drivers, such acts of  
sabotage cannot be justified.

The controversy has also 
highlighted cybersecurity 
concerns surrounding some 
low-cost electric vehicles 
that use unsecured Blue-
tooth-enabled battery man-
agement systems. Experts 
say the vulnerability allows 
unauthorised users within 
close range to connect to 
compatible batteries and 
temporarily cut power if  ad-
equate security measures are 
not enabled.

As videos of  the prank con-
tinue to circulate, authori-
ties are investigating the 
app's misuse while many are 
calling for stronger safe-
guards to prevent such inci-
dents and protect the liveli-
hoods of  thousands of  
e-rickshaw drivers.

Student Opens Up on Tough Return From Canada
A 26-year-old student has 

shared the emotional challeng-
es of  returning to India after 
spending five years in Canada, 
saying the biggest shock was 
not leaving the country but the 
way people treated them after 
coming home.

The student, who posted 
anonymously on Reddit, ex-
plained that they had moved to 
Canada with hopes of  building 
a better future and eventually 
securing permanent residency. 
However, after failing to obtain 
permanent resident status, 
they returned to India, expect-
ing comfort from family and 
friends. Instead, they encoun-
tered criticism, social pressure 
and a noticeable change in peo-
ple's behaviour.

According to the student, life 
abroad was far from easy. They 
took an education loan to fund 
their studies and worked hard 
to manage expenses. Despite fi-
nancial struggles, they regular-
ly sent money home every 
month to support their family's 
household expenses and help 
with EMI payments. During 
that period, they felt appreci-
ated and respected by relatives 
and acquaintances.

Things changed after return-

ing to India. The student said 
they were no longer earning, 
and the difference in how peo-
ple treated them became pain-
fully obvious. Instead of  receiv-
ing encouragement, they were 
frequently questioned about 
why they had failed to secure 
permanent residency and why 
they had returned home.

The social pressure extended 
beyond career-related ques-
tions. The student revealed that 
relatives constantly asked 
when they planned to get mar-
ried, adding to the emotional 
burden of  adjusting to life back 
in India. They also complained 
about the lack of  privacy, say-
ing everyone seemed interested 
in their personal decisions 
rather than offering support.

Reflecting on the experience, 
the student wrote that the con-
trast between life abroad and 
life after returning was "heart-

breaking." They admitted that, 
during moments of  frustration, 
they even wondered whether 
staying in Canada illegally 
would have been a better op-
tion, although they acknowl-
edged that such a decision 
would have been wrong.

The post quickly gained at-
tention online, with many so-
cial media users expressing 
sympathy and sharing similar 
experiences. Several people 
who had returned from coun-
tries such as the United States 
and Canada said they too had 
noticed a change in the way 
family members and society 
viewed them once they were no 
longer living overseas.

Others encouraged the stu-
dent to ignore negative com-
ments and focus on rebuilding 
their career. Some advised mov-
ing to another city for greater 
independence, while others re-
minded them that people's atti-
tudes often change once some-
one secures a stable job again.

The viral post has sparked a 
wider discussion about the 
emotional struggles faced by re-
turning migrants and the soci-
etal expectations that often ac-
company life after coming back 
home.

Viral Pothole Crash Sparks Road Safety Concerns  
A shocking video from Guja-

rat's Junagadh has gone viral 
after capturing a couple suffer-
ing a serious motorcycle acci-
dent when their bike struck a 
massive rainwater-filled pot-
hole. The incident has reignited 
concerns over poor road main-
tenance and road safety during 
the monsoon season.

The video shows the couple 
riding along a rain-soaked road 
when the motorcycle's front 
wheel suddenly plunges into a 
large pothole hidden beneath 

accumulated rainwater. The im-
pact causes the rider to lose con-
trol instantly, throwing both the 
man and the woman onto the 
road. According to reports, nei-
ther of  them was wearing a hel-
met at the time of  the accident, 
increasing the risk of  serious 
injuries.

The male rider appears to suf-
fer severe injuries as he strug-
gles to get up after the crash. 
The woman, visibly shaken, 
rushes to his side and desper-
ately tries to help him while 

calling for assistance. Within 
moments, passersby gather at 
the scene and step in to support 
the injured couple before fur-
ther help arrives.

The incident has sparked 
widespread outrage on social 
media, with many users blam-
ing the poor condition of  roads 
for putting motorists' lives at 
risk. Several people pointed out 
that heavy rainfall often con-
ceals deep potholes, making 
them nearly impossible for rid-
ers and drivers to detect until it 

is too late. Others demanded im-
mediate repairs and stricter ac-
countability from civic authori-
ties responsible for maintaining 
public roads.

Adding to the controversy, 
some social media users alleged 
that a police PCR vehicle passed 
the accident site without stop-
ping to assist the injured cou-
ple. The claim has triggered 
criticism online, with many 
questioning whether emergen-
cy responders should have act-
ed more quickly. However, there 

has been no official confirma-
tion regarding the allegations.

The viral footage has also re-
newed calls for safer riding 
practices during the monsoon. 
Road safety experts frequently 
advise motorists to slow down 
on waterlogged roads, avoid 
sudden braking or sharp turns, 
and always wear protective hel-
mets, as hidden potholes and 
slippery surfaces significantly 
increase the risk of  accidents.

The Junagadh accident 
serves as another reminder of  

the dangers posed by damaged 
roads during the rainy season. 
As the video continues to circu-
late online, many are urging au-
thorities to repair hazardous 

stretches before they claim 
more lives, while also encourag-
ing riders to exercise extra cau-
tion whenever visibility is re-
duced by rain.

Gym Refunds Member Over 
Body Odour Complaints

A gym in eastern China has 
refunded a member's long-term 
subscription and transferred 
him to another fitness centre 
after repeated complaints from 
other members about his 
strong body odour. The unusu-
al case has sparked widespread 
debate online over personal hy-
giene, discrimination and the 
responsibilities of  businesses 
in balancing the comfort of  all 
customers.

The incident took place in 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, 
and involved a man identified 
only by his surname, Shi. In 
May 2025, Shi purchased a 
three-year gym membership 
worth 6,388 yuan (around Rs 
89,900) that was valid until 
April 2028. A fitness enthusi-
ast, Shi said he had trans-
formed his life by losing 45 kg 
nearly a decade ago and had 
since maintained a strict work-
out routine, exercising five 
days a week.

However, on June 20, the gym 
informed Shi that it was termi-
nating his membership be-
cause numerous customers 
had complained about a persis-
tent unpleasant smell that they 
claimed was linked to him. In a 
message, the gym explained 
that while it wanted to retain 
every customer, the repeated 
complaints left it with little 
choice but to end his member-
ship and refund the unused 

portion of  the fee.
As part of  the settlement, Shi 

received a refund of  3,888 yuan 
(around US$570) for the re-
maining membership period. 
The gym also offered him a 
complimentary three-month 
membership at another fitness 
centre as a goodwill gesture.

According to the gym man-
agement, Shi perspired heavily 
during workouts, and other 
members frequently reported a 
strong odour around the equip-
ment he used. Staff  members 
reportedly tried several meas-
ures to resolve the issue, in-
cluding assigning him ma-

chines in a quieter corner of  
the facility and suggesting he 
visit during off-peak hours. De-
spite these efforts, complaints 
continued.

Shi acknowledged that he 
sweats excessively but insisted 
he always tried to minimise the 
inconvenience. He said he car-
ried multiple towels to wipe 
away sweat and covered gym 
equipment after use. Hoping to 
continue working out at the fa-
cility because of  its convenient 
location near his home, he later 
approached a local television 
programme seeking help in re-
solving the dispute.

The incident has generated 
mixed reactions on social me-
dia. While some users felt the 
gym acted fairly by consider-
ing the comfort of  the majority 
while offering compensation, 
others argued that excluding 
someone over body odour could 
amount to unfair treatment, 
particularly if  the issue is 
linked to a medical condition 
rather than poor hygiene. The 
case has reignited discussions 
about inclusivity, customer 
rights and how businesses 
should handle sensitive situa-
tions involving personal health 
and public comfort.

Manager’s Leave Reply 
Sparks Online Outrage

A manager's alleged lack of  
empathy has triggered wide-
spread criticism on social me-
dia after an employee shared a 
screenshot of  a conversation 
showing his request for emer-
gency leave being met with an 
insensitive response. The inci-
dent has reignited discussions 
about workplace culture and 
the importance of  compassion 
during personal crises.

The employee, identified as 
Kavi Krishnan, posted on X 
(formerly Twitter) that his 
grandmother was in critical 
condition and he urgently 
needed three days of  leave to 
be with his family. Instead of  
offering immediate support, 
his manager reportedly re-
plied, "Suddenly u asking?", 
questioning the timing of  the 
leave request.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s , 
Krishnan shared a heart-
breaking update, revealing 
that his grandmother had 
passed away. Along with the 
screenshot of  the conversa-
tion, he wrote, "My grandma 
was in critical condition, so I 
asked for 3 days leave. My 
manager replied, 'Suddenly u 
asking?' And she passed away 
just now. Some people truly 
lack basic empathy." The emo-
tional post quickly went viral, 
drawing thousands of  reac-
tions from social media users.

Many users criticised the 
manager's response, arguing 

that family emergencies are, 
by nature, unexpected and 
should never be treated with 
suspicion. Several comment-
ers said the message reflected 
a toxic work culture where em-
ployees are made to feel guilty 
for attending to personal cri-
ses instead of  being offered 
understanding and support.

One user remarked that no 
one can schedule a loved one's 
final moments, making the 
manager's response particu-
larly insensitive. Another ad-
vised employees never to stop 
looking for better job opportu-
nities, saying they could unex-
pectedly find themselves work-
ing under managers who lack 
compassion. Others blamed an 
outdated corporate mindset 
that prioritises work over em-
ployees' well-being and person-
al lives.

The incident has also 
prompted a broader conversa-

tion about workplace empathy 
and leadership. Many users ar-
gued that managers should 
recognise that emergencies 
such as illness or bereavement 
cannot be planned in advance. 
They stressed that responding 
with understanding not only 
supports employees during 
difficult times but also builds 
trust and loyalty within 
organisations.

As the post continues to cir-
culate online, it has become 
another example in the ongo-
ing debate over toxic work-
place behaviour and the need 
for more humane manage-
ment practices. The viral dis-
cussion highlights growing 
expectations that employers 
and supervisors should priori-
tise empathy alongside pro-
ductivity, especially when em-
ployees are coping with family 
emergencies and personal 
loss.
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India Face Tough Questions Despite Series Lead
India may have taken a 1-0 

lead in the five-match T20I series 
against England, but concerns 
over the form of  Sanju Samson 
and Tilak Varma have come un-
der the spotlight ahead of  the 
second match. While the visitors 
secured victory in the series 
opener, the performances of  the 
two batters have raised ques-
tions about India's middle-order 
stability.

Sanju Samson's inconsistency 
continues to be a talking point. 
Despite showing flashes of  bril-
liance in recent months, the 

wicketkeeper-batter has strug-
gled to convert starts into sub-
stantial scores on a regular ba-
sis. In the opening T20I against 
England, Samson failed to make 
a meaningful contribution, once 
again putting pressure on him-
self  to deliver in the remaining 
matches of  the series. With com-
petition for places in India's T20 
setup becoming increasingly in-
tense, every innings has added 
significance for the experienced 
batter.

Tilak Varma has also attract-
ed attention, although for differ-

ent reasons. The left-hander has 
been criticised for adopting a 
cautious approach at crucial mo-
ments, with some observers sug-
gesting that he needs to acceler-
ate more consistently in the 
shortest format. While Tilak has 
earned praise for his tempera-
ment and ability to build in-
nings, modern T20 cricket often 
demands greater urgency, par-
ticularly in the middle overs.

Despite these concerns, India 
have plenty of  positives to build 
on. The bowling attack im-
pressed in the first T20I, with the 

pacers and spinners combining 
effectively to restrict England's 
batting lineup. The top order 
also showed enough promise to 
give the team confidence head-
ing into the second game, where 
another victory would strength-
en India's grip on the series.

The team management is ex-
pected to back both Samson and 
Tilak for now, believing they 
possess the talent to make 
match-winning contributions. 
However, with several young 
players waiting for opportuni-
ties and the T20 World Cup cycle 

gathering momentum, consist-
ent performances will be essen-
tial to retain their places in the 
squad.

As India prepare for the sec-
ond T20I, much of  the focus will 
remain on whether Samson can 
overcome his inconsistency and 
whether Tilak can strike the 
right balance between stability 
and aggression. Their perfor-
mances could play a crucial role 
in shaping not only the outcome 
of  the England series but also 
their long-term futures in In-
dia's T20 setup. A convincing dis-

play from both batters would 
help silence critics and further 

strengthen India's bid for anoth-
er series victory on English soil.

Gambhir Faces Selection Dilemma 
Over Samson and Sooryavanshi

India's team management, led 
by head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir, has been urged to make a 
clear decision regarding the 
opening combination in the 
T20I format as the debate be-
tween experienced wicketkeep-
er-batter Sanju Samson and 
young sensation Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi continues to 
gather momentum.

Following India's recent per-
formances, former cricketers 
and experts believe the selec-
tors must identify a long-term 
opening pair instead of  con-
stantly rotating players. The 
discussion has intensified after 
t e e n a g e  s t a r  Va i b h a v 
Sooryavanshi impressed with 
his fearless batting, while Sanju 
Samson has struggled to pro-
duce consistent performances 
despite enjoying several oppor-
tunities at the international 
level.

Samson remains one of  In-
dia's most talented white-ball 
batters, capable of  playing 
match-winning knocks. How-
ever, his inability to convert 
starts into big scores consist-
ently has often drawn criticism. 
While he has delivered memo-
rable innings over the years, the 
lack of  regular contributions 
has kept his place under scru-
tiny whenever younger players 
emerge.

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , 
Sooryavanshi has quickly be-
come one of  India's brightest 
prospects. His aggressive ap-
proach at the top of  the order 
and ability to dominate bowlers 

during the powerplay have im-
pressed fans and experts alike. 
Many believe the youngster pos-
sesses the fearless mindset re-
quired for modern T20 cricket 
and should be given an extend-
ed run in the side.

Former India batter Robin 
Uthappa weighed in on the de-
bate, stating that the team man-
agement should avoid alternat-
ing between the two players. 
According to him, constant 
chopping and changing pre-
vents both cricketers from set-
tling into defined roles and ulti-
mately affects the team's overall 
balance. He stressed that India 
should commit to one option 
and provide enough matches to 
build confidence.

The discussion comes at a 
crucial time as India continues 
preparations for the next T20 
World Cup. With several talent-
ed youngsters pushing for plac-
es, competition within the 
squad has become stronger 
than ever. The management 

now faces the challenge of  bal-
ancing experience with youth 
while ensuring the team devel-
ops a stable batting unit.

Despite the debate, both play-
ers remain valuable assets. 
Samson brings international 
experience and versatility, 
while Sooryavanshi represents 
the future with his explosive 
batting style. Their contrasting 
strengths have made the selec-
tion decision increasingly dif-
ficult for Gambhir and the 
selectors.

As India look to build a set-
tled T20 squad, the performanc-
es of  both batters in upcoming 
matches could prove decisive. 
Whether the team backs Sam-
son's experience or invests in 
Sooryavanshi's potential, ex-
perts agree that clarity in selec-
tion will be essential to avoid 
uncertainty and help India es-
tablish a consistent opening 
partnership ahead of  major ICC 
tournaments.

Deepti Sharma Compares 
Dhoni to Djokovic

India all-rounder Deepti 
Sharma has drawn an interest-
ing comparison between for-
mer captain MS Dhoni and 
tennis legend Novak Djokovic, 
saying both sporting icons pos-
sess a rare ability to remain 
calm under pressure and con-
sistently deliver when it mat-
ters the most.

Speaking about the two 
champions, Deepti said Dhoni 
and Djokovic share several 
qualities that have helped 
them dominate their respec-
tive sports for years. Accord-
ing to her, both athletes dis-
play remarkable composure in 
high-pressure situations, in-
spire confidence among team-
mates and continue to perform 
at the highest level despite the 
immense expectations placed 
upon them.

Deepti explained that one of  
the biggest similarities be-
tween the two is their mental 
toughness. Whether it is Dho-
ni finishing a tense cricket 
match or Djokovic battling 
through a marathon Grand 
Slam contest, both have re-
peatedly demonstrated the 
ability to stay focused and 

make the right decisions in 
crucial moments.

She also praised their excep-
tional fitness and discipline, 
noting that maintaining peak 
performance over such long 
careers requires extraordi-
nary dedication. Dhoni, who 
remains one of  the fittest 
cricketers despite retiring 
from international cricket, 
and Djokovic, who continues 
to compete at the top level of  
world tennis in his late 30s, 
have both set benchmarks for 
professionalism.The Indian 
spinner highlighted that an-
other shared trait is their abil-

ity to constantly evolve. Dhoni 
reinvented his game several 
times during his international 
career and later adapted suc-
cessfully to franchise cricket, 
while Djokovic has repeatedly 
refined his playing style and 
physical conditioning to stay 
ahead of  younger rivals.

According to Deepti, the in-
fluence of  both legends ex-
tends far beyond their individ-
ual achievements. She said 
young athletes across different 
sports look up to Dhoni and 
Djokovic for their leadership, 
work ethic and ability to re-
main humble despite achiev-

ing extraordinary success. 
Their careers, she added, serve 
as valuable lessons in perse-
verance and consistency.

Dhoni retired from interna-
tional cricket in 2020 after 
leading India to the 2007 T20 
World Cup, the 2011 ODI World 
Cup and the 2013 Champions 
Trophy, making him the only 
captain to win all three major 
ICC white-ball titles. Mean-
while, Djokovic has estab-
lished himself  as one of  the 
greatest tennis players of  all 
time, holding multiple Grand 
Slam titles and numerous re-
cords during his illustrious 
career.

Deepti's comparison has res-
onated with sports fans, many 
of  whom agreed that both leg-
ends have built their reputa-
tions not only through excep-
tional talent but also through 
their unmatched mental 
strength and longevity. Her re-
marks have once again high-
lighted the qualities that sepa-
rate truly great athletes from 
the rest and why Dhoni and 
Djokovic continue to inspire 
millions around the world.

De Paul Wants Argentina to 
Enjoy Messi While They Can
Argentina midfielder Rodri-

go De Paul has urged football 
fans to cherish every moment 
with Lionel Messi, saying the 
legendary forward continues 
to inspire the team as they pre-
pare for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup.

Speaking ahead of  Argenti-
na's upcoming international 
fixtures, De Paul said Messi re-
mains the heart of  the national 
team and that everyone should 
appreciate the opportunity to 
watch one of  football's greatest 
players while he is still repre-
senting his country. He de-
scribed the eight-time Ballon 
d'Or winner as a unique talent 
whose influence extends far 
beyond goals and assists.

De Paul, who has developed 
a close understanding with 
Messi on and off  the pitch, said 
the veteran captain continues 
to motivate the squad with his 
professionalism, leadership 
and passion for the game. Ac-
cording to him, Messi's pres-
ence gives Argentina an added 
sense of  confidence every time 
they step onto the field.

The midfielder noted that de-
spite achieving almost every-
thing in football, including the 
FIFA World Cup, Copa Ameri-
ca and multiple individual 
honours, Messi remains hun-
gry for success. His desire to 

compete at the highest level 
continues to set an example for 
younger players in the squad.

Argentina have enjoyed a 
golden period under coach Li-
onel Scaloni, winning the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, two Copa 
America titles and the Finalis-
sima. De Paul credited the 
team's success to unity, hard 
work and the winning mental-
ity that Messi has helped culti-
vate within the dressing room.

While speculation continues 
over whether the 2026 World 
Cup will be Messi's final major 
international tournament, De 
Paul said the squad is focused 
only on making the most of  
every opportunity to play 
alongside their captain. He 
stressed that discussions about 
retirement should take a back 
seat, as Messi is still perform-
ing at an elite level.The Atleti-
co Madrid midfielder also 
highlighted the strong bond 
shared by Argentina's players, 
saying the team's togetherness 
has been a major factor behind 
its recent achievements. He be-
lieves maintaining that spirit 
will be crucial as the defending 
world champions aim to retain 
their title in 2026.

Messi has continued to im-
press for both club and coun-
try, proving that age has not 
diminished his impact. His ex-

perience, vision and ability to 
deliver in decisive moments 
remain invaluable assets for 
Argentina as they begin prepa-
rations for another World Cup 
campaign.

De Paul's heartfelt com-
ments have resonated with 
football fans across the world. 
Many see the partnership be-
tween the midfielder and Mes-

si as one of  the key reasons 
behind Argentina's recent 
dominance on the internation-
al stage. With the countdown to 
the 2026 World Cup underway, 
supporters will be hoping to 
witness more memorable mo-
ments from the iconic captain 
before he eventually brings his 
remarkable international ca-
reer to a close.

Portugal Finds New 
Balance Around Ronaldo

Oyarzabal Quietly Emerges as Spain's Key Man

While much of  the spotlight has 
been on teenage sensation Lamine 
Yamal, forward Mikel Oyarzabal 
has quietly established himself  as 
one of  Spain's most dependable 
performers as the team builds to-
wards the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

Oyarzabal may not attract the 
same level of  global attention as 
some of  Spain's younger stars, but 
his consistency and ability to de-
liver in crucial moments have 
made him an indispensable part of  
coach Luis de la Fuente's plans. 

The Real Sociedad captain has re-
peatedly shown his value with im-
portant goals, intelligent move-
ment and tireless work rate.

One of  Oyarzabal's greatest 
strengths is his versatility. Com-
fortable playing as a centre-for-
ward, left winger or supporting at-
tacker, he provides Spain with 
tactical flexibility and allows the 
coaching staff  to adapt their ap-
proach depending on the opposi-
tion. His selfless style of  play also 
creates space for teammates to 
flourish.

The experienced forward has 
played a vital role in guiding 
Spain's new generation of  players. 
With youngsters such as Lamine 
Yamal, Nico Williams and Pedri 
taking on bigger responsibilities, 
Oyarzabal's calm presence and 
leadership have brought balance to 
a squad undergoing a gradual 
transition.

His composure in front of  goal 
has also proved invaluable. Oyarza-
bal has consistently produced deci-
sive performances in major tour-
naments, earning a reputation as a 

player who thrives under pressure. 
Rather than seeking individual 
recognition, he has focused on con-
tributing to the team's overall 
success.

While Yamal's dazzling dribbling 
and creativity have captured head-
lines, Oyarzabal has quietly com-
plemented the teenager's attacking 
brilliance through intelligent posi-
tioning and unselfish play. Their 
contrasting styles have helped 
Spain become a more complete and 
dangerous attacking unit.

Coach Luis de la Fuente has re-

peatedly praised Oyarzabal for his 
professionalism and commitment, 
describing him as one of  the team's 
most reliable performers. His expe-
rience, combined with his willing-
ness to work hard both in and out 
of  possession, has made him a 
trusted figure in the dressing 
room.

As Spain continues preparations 
for the 2026 World Cup, Oyarzabal's 
role is expected to become even 
more significant. His blend of  ex-
perience, versatility and consist-
ency gives the team an important 

edge as they aim to compete with 
the world's strongest football 
nations.

Although younger stars may 
dominate the headlines, Oyarza-
bal's steady contributions have 
been equally important to Spain's 
recent progress. If  the team enjoys 
another successful World Cup cam-
paign, the Real Sociedad forward is 
likely to remain one of  the unsung 
heroes behind its achievements, 
proving that leadership and con-
sistency can be just as valuable as 
flair and individual brilliance.

Portugal's recent tactical 
changes have sparked fresh op-
timism ahead of  the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, with coach Roberto 
Martinez successfully reshap-
ing the team's attacking setup 
around Cristiano Ronaldo 
while giving younger players 
greater freedom to influence 
matches.

A key feature of  Portugal's 
new approach has been the 
emergence of  Goncalo Ramos 
in a more prominent attacking 
role. Rather than relying solely 
on Ronaldo as the focal point, 
Martinez has introduced a sys-
tem that allows Ramos to 
stretch opposition defences 
with his movement while creat-
ing more space for the veteran 
captain to operate in dangerous 
areas.

The tactical adjustment has 
brought greater balance to Por-
tugal's attack. Ronaldo contin-
ues to provide leadership, expe-
rience and his trademark 
goalscoring instincts, while Ra-
mos adds energy, pressing and 
intelligent off-the-ball runs. 
Their contrasting styles have 
helped Portugal become more 
unpredictable in the final third.

The new strategy was evi-
dent during Portugal's recent 
international fixtures, where 
the team displayed improved 
fluidity in attack. Instead of  
forcing every move through 
Ronaldo, the players shared re-
sponsibilities more effectively, 
making it harder for opponents 
to mark the five-time Ballon 
d'Or winner out of  the game.

Martinez believes Portugal 
possess one of  the strongest 
squads in world football, blend-
ing experienced stars with a tal-
ented younger generation. 
Alongside Ronaldo and Ramos, 
players such as Bruno Fer-
nandes, Bernardo Silva, Rafael 
Leao and Vitinha have played 
crucial roles in ensuring the 
team remains a serious con-
tender for major honours.

Despite approaching the final 
stages of  his remarkable career, 
Ronaldo continues to demon-
strate his importance to the na-
tional team. His leadership on 
and off  the pitch remains in-
valuable, while his ability to 
score in decisive moments gives 
Portugal a significant advan-
tage in high-pressure matches.

Ramos, meanwhile, has em-

braced the opportunity to play 
alongside one of  football's 
greatest-ever players. His will-
ingness to work tirelessly for 
the team, press defenders and 
create space has complemented 
Ronaldo's strengths, allowing 
both forwards to thrive within 
the same system.

With the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup drawing closer, Portugal 
appear determined to build a 
squad that is not dependent on 
a single player but instead com-
bines Ronaldo's experience 
with the energy and talent of  
the next generation. The tacti-
cal evolution reflects Martin-
ez's long-term vision of  creat-
ing a balanced and versatile 
team capable of  competing 
against the world's best.

If  Portugal continue to refine 
this approach, they could enter 
the World Cup as one of  the 
tournament's strongest con-
tenders. By successfully inte-
grating Ronaldo's enduring 
quality with Ramos' youthful 
dynamism, the team has taken 
an important step towards 
building a balanced attack ca-
pable of  challenging for foot-
ball's biggest prize.
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Prithviraj Reveals Challenging 
Motion Capture Scene in Varanasi

Actor Prithviraj Sukumaran 
has shared new details about 
his experience working on SS 
Rajamouli's much-awaited ac-
tion-adventure film Varanasi, 
revealing that one of  the mov-
ie's most demanding sequences 
involved a 20-minute motion 
capture performance. The actor 
described the scene as one of  
the toughest and most techni-
cally challenging parts of  the 
film.

Speaking about the ambi-
tious project, Prithviraj said 
the motion capture sequence 
required him to perform con-
tinuously for nearly 20 minutes 
without interruption. Unlike 
conventional filming, the scene 
relied entirely on performance 
capture technology, where eve-
ry movement and facial expres-
sion had to be executed with 
precision to help create the fi-
nal visual effects.

The actor explained that mo-
tion capture is vastly different 
from regular acting because 
performers cannot rely on elab-

orate sets, costumes or visual 
references. Instead, they must 
imagine the surroundings 
while wearing specialised suits 
fitted with sensors that record 
every movement. According to 
Prithviraj, the sequence de-
manded intense concentration 
and physical stamina, making 
it one of  the most memorable 
experiences of  his career.

The challenging scene was 
filmed at Annapurna Studios' 
advanced motion capture facil-
ity in Hyderabad, where Ra-
jamouli and his team have been 
using cutting-edge technology 
to bring the film's large-scale 
visual effects to life. Reports 
suggest that Varanasi features 
several ambitious sequences 
blending live action with exten-
sive CGI, making it one of  the 
biggest Indian productions cur-
rently in development.

Prithviraj praised director 
SS Rajamouli for pushing the 
boundaries of  Indian filmmak-
ing and said every department 
on the film is striving to achieve 

international standards. He 
noted that the filmmaker's me-
ticulous planning and vision 
made the technically demand-
ing process smoother for the 
cast despite its complexity.

Varanasi stars Mahesh Babu 
in the lead role alongside Pri-
yanka Chopra Jonas, with 
Prithviraj playing a pivotal 
character. The pan-Indian film 
has generated enormous buzz 
since production began, with 
audiences eagerly awaiting Ra-
jamouli's next directorial ven-
ture after the global success of  
RRR.

The actor's comments have 
further heightened anticipa-
tion for the film, especially 
among fans curious about its 
large-scale action sequences 
and groundbreaking visual ef-
fects. With its blend of  cutting-
edge technology, international 
production standards and Ra-
jamouli's signature storytell-
ing, Varanasi is shaping up to 
be one of  the most awaited In-
dian films in recent years.

Akhil Calls Samantha’s Maa Inti 
Bangaaram a Unique Experience

Actor Akhil Akkineni has 
heaped praise on Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu's latest film Maa 
Inti Bangaaram, describing it 
as a "unique experience" and 
congratulating the actress and 
the entire team on the film's 
success. His appreciation has 
delighted fans, who welcomed 
the warm gesture from the 
young star.

Taking to social media after 
watching the film, Akhil ap-
plauded Samantha's perfor-
mance and the makers' efforts 
in delivering an entertaining 
family drama. He said Maa Inti 
Bangaaram offered audiences 
a refreshing cinematic experi-
ence and appreciated the way 
the story blended emotion, hu-
mour and action into a whole-
some package.

Akhil reserved special 
praise for Samantha, calling 
her performance one of  the 
biggest strengths of  the film. 
He lauded her commitment to 
the role and acknowledged the 
hard work she invested both as 
the lead actress and one of  the 
producers of  the project. His 
message also congratulated di-
rector Nandini Reddy and the 
cast and crew for bringing the 
film to life.Released on June 19, 
Maa Inti Bangaaram has 
emerged as a commercial suc-

cess and received a positive re-
sponse from family audiences. 
Samantha's portrayal of  Swar-
na, a woman with a mysterious 
past trying to win over her hus-
band's traditional family, has 
earned widespread apprecia-
tion. Critics have particularly 
praised her screen presence, 
action sequences and emotion-
al performance.Directed by 
Nandini Reddy, the film also 
stars Gulshan Devaiah, Di-
ganth Manchale, Gautami, 
Sreemukhi and several others 
in key roles. The music has 
been composed by Santhosh 
Narayanan, while Samantha 
co-produced the project under 
the Tralala Moving Pictures 
banner alongside Raj Nidimo-
r u  a n d  H i m a n k  Re d dy 
Duvvuru.

The film has performed 

strongly at the box office de-
spite competition from other 
releases and continues to at-
tract audiences in its theatri-
cal run. Its success has also led 
to the announcement of  a se-
quel, with the makers promis-
ing an even bigger and more 
entertaining follow-up.

Akhil's heartfelt message 
has since gone viral among 
movie lovers, with fans appre-
ciating the camaraderie be-
tween Telugu film stars. Many 
praised his gracious gesture in 
supporting Samantha's film, 
saying such encouragement re-
flects the positive spirit within 
the Telugu film industry. His 
words have added to the grow-
ing appreciation surrounding 
Maa Inti Bangaaram, which 
continues to enjoy a successful 
run in cinemas.

Jailer 2 Eyes Big Box 
Office Boost With 
Festive Release

Superstar Rajinikanth's 
much-awaited Jailer 2 has 
received a major boost 
ahead of  its release, with 
industry reports indicat-
ing that the action enter-
tainer is set to hit theatres 
on October 15, 2026, allow-
ing it to take full advan-
tage of  the extended 
Dussehra holiday week-
end. Trade experts believe 
the festive release win-
dow could significantly 
enhance the film's box of-
fice prospects.

Directed by Nelson Dil-
ipkumar, Jailer 2 marks 
the return of  Rajinikanth 
as the iconic Tiger Muth-
uvel Pandian following 
the massive success of  the 
2023 blockbuster Jailer. 
The original film emerged 
as one of  the highest-
grossing Tamil films of  
all time, raising expecta-
tions for the sequel to un-
precedented levels.

A holiday release has 
traditionally worked in fa-
vour of  big-ticket Indian 
films, giving them an ex-
tended opening weekend 
and attracting family au-
diences. With Dussehra 
being one of  the biggest 
festive periods for cine-
ma, Jailer 2 is expected to 
enjoy packed theatres 
across Tamil Nadu, Telu-
gu states, Karnataka, Ker-
a l a  a n d  o v e r s e a s 
markets.

The film has also re-
vived discussions about 
whether it can become the 
first Tamil movie to cross 
the coveted Rs 1,000 crore 
mark at the worldwide 

box office. While several 
Tamil blockbusters have 
achieved remarkable 
commercial success over 
the years, the four-figure 
milestone has remained 
out of  reach. Given the 
franchise's popularity, Ra-
jinikanth's massive fan 
base and Nelson's suc-
cessful collaboration with 
the superstar, trade ana-
lysts believe Jailer 2 has a 
realistic chance if  it re-
ceives positive word of  
mouth.

Adding to the excite-
ment is the film's star-
studded cast. Apart from 
Rajinikanth, the sequel 
features Shiva Rajkumar, 
Mohanlal, S. J. Suryah, 
Ramya Krishnan, Mirnaa 
Menon and Yogi Babu in 
key roles. Reports also 
suggest that Hrithik 
Roshan will make a spe-
cial appearance, further 
increasing the film's pan-
India appeal. Music is 
once again composed by 
Anirudh Ravichander, 
whose soundtrack played 
a major role in the origi-
nal film's success.

The festive release, com-
bined with strong ad-
vance buzz and a powerful 
ensemble cast, has made 
Jailer 2 one of  the most 
anticipated Indian films 
of  2026. If  the sequel lives 
up to expectations and re-
peats the success of  its 
predecessor, it could not 
only dominate the box of-
fice during the holiday 
season but also rewrite 
Tamil cinema's commer-
cial record books.

Mythri Movie Makers Announces 
Fourth Tamil Film With Dhruv Vikram

Leading production house 
Mythri Movie Makers has offi-
cially announced its fourth Ta-
mil venture, with actor Dhruv 
Vikram set to headline the am-
bitious commercial entertain-
er. Tentatively titled #Mythri-
Tamil04 (DV4), the film marks 
the fourth lead role in Dhruv 
Vikram's career and further 
strengthens the banner's grow-
ing presence in Tamil cinema.

The project was formally 
launched with a traditional 
pooja ceremony at Mythri Mov-
ie Makers' office in MRC Nagar, 
Chennai. The launch event was 
attended by the film's cast, 
crew and several prominent 
filmmakers from the Tamil in-
dustry, making it a star-stud-
ded affair. Director Keer-
t h i sw a r a n  s o u n d e d  t h e 
clapboard for the muhurtham 
shot, while directors Adhik 
Ravichandran, Ravikumar, An-
tony Bhagyaraj, Raja, Sasi and 
Hi Nanna director Shouryuv 
graced the occasion.

The film will be directed by 
Karan Aravind Kumar, who 
has also co-written the screen-
play with Saby. Billed as an out-
and-out commercial entertain-
er, the project is expected to 
present Dhruv Vikram in a 

completely new mass-oriented 
avatar. Known for choosing in-
tense and performance-driven 
roles, the actor now appears 
ready to embrace a larger-than-
life commercial role aimed at a 
wider audience.

Produced by Naveen Yerneni 
and Y. Ravi Shankar under the 
Mythri Movie Makers banner, 
the film boasts a strong techni-
cal team. Viki will handle cin-
ematography, while Jayasuriya 
has been roped in as the editor. 
Praveen Raja will oversee cos-
tume design, G.M. Sekhar has 
been appointed production de-
signer, and action choreogra-
phy will be handled by Vikram 
Mor.

Although the makers have 
kept the plot and supporting 
cast under wraps, the an-
nouncement has generated 
considerable  excitement 

among movie lovers. Fans are 
eager to see Dhruv Vikram in a 
full-fledged commercial enter-
tainer after his previous per-
formances showcased his ver-
satility as an actor. Industry 
observers believe the collabo-
ration with Mythri Movie Mak-
ers could mark a significant 
milestone in his career.

Mythri Movie Makers has 
built a strong reputation by de-
livering several blockbuster 
Telugu films and has steadily 
expanded into Tamil cinema 
over the past few years. With 
DV4, the production house con-
tinues its strategy of  backing 
promising talent and large-
scale entertainers across mul-
tiple languages. More details 
regarding the cast, music and 
release schedule are expected 
to be announced in the coming 
months.

Welcome to the Jungle 
Puts Akshay Kumar Back 

in the Box Office Game
Akshay Kumar appears 

to have regained his box of-
fice momentum, with his 
latest comedy entertainer 
Welcome to the Jungle clos-
ing in on the coveted Rs 100 
crore mark in India. The 
film's strong theatrical per-
formance has been hailed 
as a significant comeback 
for the Bollywood star after 
a series of  underperform-
ing releases.

Directed by Ahmed Khan, 
Welcome to the Jungle is 
the third installment in the 
popular Welcome franchise 
and features a massive en-
semble cast led by Akshay 
Kumar. The film has at-
tracted audiences with its 
trademark blend of  slap-
stick comedy, action and 
family entertainment, help-
ing it maintain a steady run 
at the box office since its 
release.

According to trade re-
ports, the film has already 
collected over Rs 94 crore at 
the domestic box office and 
is expected to cross the Rs 
100 crore milestone during 
its second weekend. Glob-
ally, the comedy has grossed 
well beyond Rs 137 crore, 
making it one of  Akshay 
Kumar's biggest commer-
cial successes in recent 
years.

The film's impressive run 
is particularly significant 
for Akshay, who had been 
facing criticism following a 
string of  box office disap-
pointments. Industry ob-
servers believe the success 
of  Welcome to the Jungle 

signals a revival in the ac-
tor's career and reinforces 
his enduring popularity in 
the comedy genre.

One of  the biggest attrac-
tions of  the film is its star-
studded cast, which in-
cludes Suniel Shetty, Paresh 
Rawal, Jackie Shroff, Ar-
shad Warsi ,  Raveena 
Tandon, Lara Dutta, Jac-
queline Fernandez, Disha 
Patani, Rajpal Yadav, John-
ny Lever, Tusshar Kapoor, 
Shreyas Talpade, Aftab 
Shivdasani and several oth-
er popular actors. The en-
semble has been widely ap-
preciated for delivering the 
franchise's signature hu-
mour and entertainment.

The movie has also bene-
fited from nostalgia sur-
rounding the Welcome 
franchise, which remains 
one of  Bollywood's most 
loved comedy series. Posi-
tive word of  mouth and 
family audiences have 
helped sustain collections 
even after the opening 
weekend, despite fresh 
competition at the box 
office.

With the Rs 100 crore 
milestone now within 
reach, Welcome to the Jun-
gle is expected to further 
strengthen Akshay Ku-
mar's comeback narrative. 
If  the film continues its 
steady run, it could emerge 
as one of  the actor's biggest 
commercial hits in recent 
years, reaffirming his sta-
tus as one of  Bollywood's 
m o s t  b a n k a b l e 
entertainers.
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