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Pulse Polio Drive Crosses Target

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

The Pulse Polio immunizatio
n program has surpassed its
target, with health teams vac-
cinating 41,53,185 children by
the end of the third day of
the campaign. The achieve-
ment marks 101.4 per cent
coverage against the estimat-
ed target of 40,97,749 chil-
dren. The Health Department
has decided to extend the
campaign for another day to
ensure that no eligible child
is left out. Special focus will
be placed on construction
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sites, high-risk areas, tempo-
rary settlements, and labour
colonies in urban regions wh
ere children may be missed
during regular immuniza-
tion activities.According

to the Health P3

Mittal Discusses Investments and
Education Reforms with CM

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Bharti Enterprises
Chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal on Monday met

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy at the
MCRHRD Bodhi Pavilion as
part of a courtesy call and
discussed investment oppor-
tunities, digital infrastruc-
ture, and education sector
reforms in the state.

Chief Secretary
Ramakrishna Rao also par-
ticipated in the meeting, dur-
ing which the Chief Minister
briefed Mittal on the initia-
tives being undertaken by
the Telangana government to
strengthen public education
and skill development.
Revanth Reddy explained
that a comprehensive trans-

formation of government
schools is underway with the
aim of improving quality
education and providing bet-
ter opportunities for stu-
dents. He highlighted the
government's plans to estab-
lish a Skill University to
enhance employment-orient-
ed skills among unemployed
youth.

The Chief Minister also
informed Mittal about the
initiative to transform Indust
rial Training Institutes (ITIs)
into Advanced Technology
Centres (ATCs) and strength-
en polytechnic colleges to
meet the changing require-
ments of industries.

During the discussions,
Revanth Reddy urged the
Bharti Group to expedite the
launch of the Chandanvelli

Data Center project. He sug-
gested exploring the possibil-
ity of developing a larger
integrated data centre and
artificial intelligence infra-

structure campus in
Telangana to support future
digital growth.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized the importance of
expanding Airtel's digital,
cloud, cybersecurity, and Al-
related operations in
Hyderabad. He also suggest-
ed appointing a senior execu-
tive from the company to
coordinate regularly with the
Telangana government to
address issues and explore
new investment opportuni-
ties. Sunil Bharti Mittal
expressed positive views on
Telangana's growth potential
and announced that the

PM Reviews Reforms, Governance

New Delhi, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday chaired a
high-level meeting with sec-
retaries from all central min-
istries, focusing on policy
reforms, administrative effi-
ciency, and the government's
long-term vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047. The meeting dis-
cussed key areas including
deregulation, ease of doing
business, ease of living, and
promotion of
Aatmanirbharta.

The interaction with top
bureaucrats was aimed at
reviewing the progress of
major governance initiatives
and improving the imple-
mentation of government
programmes during the sec-
ond half of the financial
year. Officials discussed
measures to strengthen pub-
lic service delivery, simplify
regulations, and improve the
overall governance system.

During the meeting, Prime
Minister Modi emphasized
the need for a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach and urged
departments to move beyond
isolated functioning. He
stressed the importance of
coordination between min-
istries and reducing unneces-
sary delays in decision-mak-
ing processes.

According to sources, the
Prime Minister directed offi-
cials to accelerate file move-
ment, remove administrative
bottlenecks, and introduce
structural reforms to make
governance more efficient.
He highlighted that the
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
is a long-term mission and
requires consistent efforts
from all government depart-
ments.

Modi also encouraged
greater use of the PM
GatiShakti platform for inte-
grated planning and better
coordination among min-

CM Launches HDFG-Funded

Development Works

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Monday
inaugurated various develop-
ment works taken up with
the support of HDFC Bank's
Corporate Social Responsibi
lity (CSR) funds at the
MCRHRD Bodhi Pavilion.
The programme was attend-
ed by newly appointed Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju, Rajya
Sabha member Vem
Narendar Reddy, Bhupalpally
MLA Gandra Satyanarayana
Rao, CMO OSD Vemula
Srinivasulu, Telangana State
Trade Promotion Corpora
tion (TSTPC) Chairman Aita
Prakash Reddy, and senior
officials from HDFC Bank.
As part of the initiatives, the
Chief Minister flagged off
two ambulances aimed at
improving healthcare acces-
sibility. He also virtually
inaugurated an MRI machine
at the Government General
Hospital in Bhupalpally,
strengthening  diagnostic
facilities for patients in the
district.Addressing the gath-
ering, Revanth Reddy empha-
sized the importance of pro-
viding greater financial sup-
port to women's self-help
groups (SHGs). He urged
banks to sanction loans more
liberally to encourage wome
n-led enterprises and eco-
nomic empowerment.
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The Ch1ef M1n1ster said the
state government is working
with women's self-help grou
ps to establish logistics par
ks, godowns, and rice mills.
He stated that these projects
require substantial financial
assistance and called for ade-
quate loan support from ban
king institutions. Highlighti
ng the credibility of women's
groups, Revanth Reddy said
SHGs have maintained an
excellent record in repaying
loans and have demonstrated
financial discipline. He noted
that supporting such groups
would help create more liveli-
hood opportunities and
strengthen rural economic
development.The Chief
Minister said the govern-
ment is focusing on creating
infrastructure and employ-
ment opportunities through
collaborative efforts involv-
ing financial institutions,
self-help groups, and various
departments.

The developme nt
works supported through
HDFC Bank's CSR funds are
expected to contribute to
improvements in healthcare
and public infrastructure.
The state government emph
asized that partnerships with
organizations would contin-
ue to play an important role
in accelerating welfare and
development initiatives
across Telangana.

1str1es He asked officials to
focus on the real impact of
government schemes on citi-
zens and ensure that policy
decisions translate into visi-
ble improvements in people's

lives.

Secretaries from various
ministries presented updates
on ongoing initiatives,
reform measures, implemen-
tation challenges, and future
strategies. They explained
steps being taken to align
their departments with the
government's objectives of
improving efficiency and
achieving development tar-

gets.
The meeting also focused on
increasing productivity,

reducing bureaucratic hur-
dles, simplifying compliance
procedures, and strengthen-
ing India's economic compet-
itiveness. Officials reviewed
sector-wise performance and
discussed ways to improve
outcomes through faster exe-
cution and better coordina-
tion.

The meeting marked Prime
Minister Modi's second
major interaction with sen-
ior bureaucrats in less than

Bharti Foundation would
provide scholarships to stu-
dents studying in govern-

oadmap

two months. It followed a
similar review exercise held
on May 21, when the Prime
Minister met the Union
Council of Ministers and
central secretaries to prepare
policy roadmaps aligned
with the Viksit Bharat 2047
vision.

The earlier meeting had
focused on assessing the per-
formance of ministries and
improving areas requiring
attention. Ministers were
also advised to maintain
stronger public engagement
and communicate the impact
of government initiatives.
Tuesday's meeting was
attended by Cabinet
Secretary T.V. Somanathan,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister PK. Mishra,
Principal Secretary
Shaktikanta Das, Secretary
of the Department of
Military Affairs, and other
senior officials from key min-
istries and departments.

Rythu Bharosa Aims at

Farmer

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti  Vikramarka on
Monday said farmer welfare
remains the top priority of
the Congress government
and urged farmers to reject
what he described as false
propaganda being spread by
BRS leaders K.T. Rama Rao
and Harish Rao.

Addressing farmers at the
'Rythu Bharosa' funds release

programme held at
Shilpakala Vedika in
Hyderabad, Bhatti

Vikramarka said the govern-
ment was committed to
strengthening agriculture
and fulfilling promises made
to the farming community.
The Deputy Chief Minister
alleged that the previous BRS
government, despite ruling
the state for ten years, failed
to provide adequate support
to farmers and left Telangana
with a heavy debt burden. He
said former ministers Harish
Rao and KTR were mislead-
ing people through baseless
allegations against the
Congress government.
Presenting details of farmer-
related expenditure, Bhatti
Vikramarka said the BRS
government spent ?2,88,670
crore on farmers during its
ten-year tenure, averaging
around ?2,532 crore per
month. In comparison, he
claimed that the Congress
government spent ?1,56,496
crore on farmer welfare with-
in two and a half years,
amounting to nearly ?5,217
crore per month.

He said the current govern-

ment's spendlng on farmers
was almost double compared
to the previous administra-
tion and reflected its commit-
ment towards agricultural
development.

Bhatti Vikramarka said the
Congress government inher-
ited a debt burden of around
?8 lakh crore from the previ-
ous rulers. He stated that in
the last two and a half years,
?2,08,557 crore had been spent
towards interest payments
and repayment obligations to
banks.Despite these financial
challenges, the Deputy Chief
Minister said the govern-
ment had continued imple-
menting welfare pro-
grammes for farmers with-
out compromising on its com-
mitments. He highlighted ini-

Welfare: Bhatti

tiatives 1nclud1ng the Rythu
Bharosa scheme, farm loan
waiver, and bonus payments
for fine-quality paddy.

He assured farmers that the
Rythu Bharosa scheme would
continue uninterrupted as
long as the Congress govern-
ment remains in power. He
said the government would
honour its promises and
work towards improving the
lives of farmers.

Bhatti Vikramarka appealed
to the farming community to
stay cautious against what he
called misleading campaigns
and focus on agricultural
progress. He said the govern-
ment's objective was to make
farming a source of pride
and prosperity for farmers
across Telangana.

ment schools and Advanced
Technology Centres. He said
the company considers

Hyderabad as a second head-
quarters for Airtel and
expressed confidence in
expanding operations in the
city.

Mittal assured that the com-
pany would take steps to fur-
ther increase data centre
capacity in the state. He also
showed interest in expanding
fiber connectivity across
Telangana, highlighting the
importance of stronger digi-
tal networks for economic
development.The meeting
focused on strengthening col-
laboration between the
Telangana government and
the Bharti Group in areas
including technology, educa-
tion, digital infrastructure,
and investment, with both
sides expressi ng interest in
future cooperation.

Revanth Reddy Highlights Farmer
Welfare Initiatives

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN

Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday said the
Congress government's pri-
mary objective is to trans-
form agriculture into a cele-
bration and ensure farmers
live with dignity. Addressing
the 'Rythu Bharosa' funds
release programme, he greet-
ed farmers across Telangana
and said his government has
been working continuously
for their welfare since assum-
ing office on December 7,
2023.

The Chief Minister alleged
that Telangana was left with
a heavy debt burden by the
previous BRS government.
He said the state's debt stood
at 769,000 crore at the time of
Telangana's formation in
2014, but increased to ?8.11
lakh crore by the time his
government took charge.
Revanth Reddy criticized the
previous administration,
alleging that pending bills,
employee salaries, and wel-
fare payments created finan-
cial difficulties for the state.
He said his government
ensured that employees
receive salaries on the first of
every month despite finan-
cial challenges.

Highlighting his govern-
ment's achievements, the
Chief Minister said farm
loans worth ?20,000 crore
were waived for 25.35 lakh
farmers. He said ?7,000 crore
was released under Rythu
Bharosa immediately after
coming to power and that the
government has so far
deposited ?27,000 crore into
farmers' accounts under the
scheme. Including the latest
release, the total disburse-
ment under Rythu Bharosa
has reached 736,000 crore, he
added.

Revanth Reddy said the
Congress government has
spent around ?1.75 lakh crore
for farmers over 30 months,
including 730,000 crore
towards free electricity, 74,000
crore as a bonus for fine-qual-
ity paddy, and ?3,500 crore

=

under Rythu Bima.

He challenged the opposition
to hold a special Assembly
session to debate farmer-
related issues and compare
the achievements of the pre-
vious ten-year rule with the
Congress government's per-
formance in two and a half
years.

The Chief Minister also criti-
cized the Kaleshwaram irri-
gation project, alleging that
despite huge expenditure, it
failed to provide expected
benefits. He said Telangana
farmers produced significant
quantities of grain even
without water from the proj-
ect in recent years.

Revanth Reddy targeted both
BRS and BJP, questioning
their election promises and
claims. He alleged that the
previous government failed
to fulfill commitments relat-
ed to farmer loans, Dalit wel-
fare, and irrigation.
Speaking about welfare ini-
tiatives, he highlighted free
RTC bus travel for women,
saying the government has
supported RTC with ?11,000
crore. He said women's self-
help groups were being
encouraged to operate buses,
establish solar power proj-
ects, and run petrol outlets.
The Chief Minister said the
government provided 70,000
jobs in 30 months and is
working to fill vacancies
across departments. He also
defended projects including
the Musi development pro-
gramme, Metro expansion,
and Regional Ring Road.
Urging farmers to adapt to
changing climate conditions,
Revanth Reddy advised culti-
vation based on rainfall pat-
terns and encouraged farm-
ers to grow fine-quality
paddy varieties. He said the
government would release
79,000 crore under Rythu
Bharosa within nine days.
He concluded by saying the
government belongs to farm-
ers, women, and the unem-
ployed, and appealed to farm-
ers to support and safeguard
the administration.
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Women Empowerment, Voter Awareness Drive Highlighted

Gangipalli, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

State Minister for Labour
and Mines Vivek

Venkataswamy stated that
the Congress government is
taking steps to support
women's economic empower-
ment and improve livelihood
opportunities across the
state. He said initiatives
under the 'Mahila Shakti'
scheme are aimed at
strengthening women finan-
cially and encouraging their
participation in economic
activities.

The Minister made the
remarks while inaugurating

a Village Organization build-
ing and an 'Indiramma’' house
at Gangipalli village on
Tuesday along with District
Collector Kumar Deepak. He
said the Village Organization
building was constructed
with ?15 lakh allocated from
the 2022-23 District Mineral
Foundation Trust (DMFT)
funds.

Vivek Venkataswamy high-
lighted that women members
of self-help groups are being
supported through bank-
linked, interest-free loans to
help them establish and
expand income-generating
activities. He said the govern-

ment is committed to creat-
ing opportunities for women
to become financially inde-
pendent.

Collector Kumar Deepak stat-
ed that officials are working
in coordination to ensure
that government welfare
schemes reach eligible bene-
ficiaries without delays. He
emphasized the importance
of effective implementation
at the grassroots level.
During the programme,
school bags were distributed
to students of government
schools under the initiative
of the Visakha Charitable
Trust. Several officials and

TELANGANA

public representatives,
including Tahsildar Vanaja
Reddy, MPDO Satyanaray
ana, and Mandal Party
President Vishwambhar
Reddy, attended the event.
Later, Minister Vivek
Venkataswamy urged citi-
zens to actively participate in
the voter registration process
and protect their right to
vote. Addressing Booth Level
Agents (BLA-2s) at a meeting
held at a private function hall
in the mandal headquarters,
he said every eligible citizen
should be ensured an oppor-
tunity to get registered in the
electoral rolls.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is working continu-
ously to strengthen the demo-
cratic process by ensuring
that eligible voters are
included in the voter list. He
called upon party representa-
tives and officials to spread
awareness among people and
assist them in completing the
registration process.

District President Raghun
adh Reddy, Mandal President
Vishwambhar Reddy, Vice-
President Srinivas Reddy,
Satyanarayana Reddy,
Sarpanch Fayaz, and others
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Rythu Bharosa Funds Released for Farmers, Says Minister

Husnabad, June 30 |
Bureau

Telangana Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar on  Monday
announced that the state gov-
ernment has started releas-
ing the 'Rythu Bharosa'
financial assistance into
farmers' bank accounts as
part of its commitment to
supporting the agricultural
community.

Addressing a media confer-
ence in Husnabad, the minis-
ter said the Congress-led
'Praja Palana' government
has ensured faster and trans-
parent disbursal of farmer
support funds compared to
the previous administration.
He stated that while the earli-
er 'Rythu Bandhu' scheme
involved long delays in
releasing payments, the pres-
ent government has stream-
lined the process.

Prabhakar said that during
the 2018-19 Kharif season,
74,000 was provided under
'Rythu Bandhu' for the first
time, but subsequent dis-
bursements witnessed

TPN

Targets Global Aerospace Hub

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana  Minister for
Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Capt. N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
on Monday invited global
aerospace companies to
establish manufacturing
facilities in Hyderabad, high-
lighting the state's growing
potential as a major aero-
space and defence hub. He
announced that the govern-
ment would develop three
new aviation facilities at
Warangal, Adilabad, and
Kothagudem to support
industrial growth.
Addressing the
session of Aeromart
Hyderabad 2026, Uttam
Kumar Reddy said Telangana
has emerged as one of the
world's promising aerospace
manufacturing destinations
due to strong policy support,
advanced infrastructure,
skilled manpower, and an
investor-friendly = environ-
ment.

The event witnessed partici-
pation from aerospace lead-
ers, international delegates,
Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs),
defence companies, procure-
ment heads, MSMESs, and rep-
resentatives from over 25
countries. The minister said
Telangana is becoming a cen-
tre for global aerospace col-
laboration.

Sharing his experience as a

inaugural

delays. He claimed that in
several seasons, the process
took months to complete, cit-
ing official records of previ-
ous years.

According to the minister,
273,000 crore was distributed
to farmers over a decade
under the earlier scheme,
while the present govern-
ment has provided ?27,000
crore in support to the farm-
ing community within 30
months. He added that in
2025, the government com-
pleted fund disbursement
within nine days and would
follow the same timeline this
year.

The minister said the latest
support covers farmers culti-
vating up to two acres and
assured that the government
would continue strengthen-
ing agricultural welfare
measures. He highlighted ini-
tiatives such as bonuses for
fine-quality paddy, distribu-
tion of farming equipment,
uninterrupted power supply,
availability of seeds, and
smooth grain procurement.
On fertilizer availability,

- - it
former Indian Air Force
fighter pilot, Uttam Kumar
Reddy said aerospace manu-
facturing demands the high-
est levels of precision and
quality. He said his experi-
ence flying aircraft such as
MiG-21, MiG-23, and Mirage-
2000 helped him understand
the importance of engineer-
ing excellence in the sector.
The minister said Telangana
has attracted investments
from aerospace companies
from countries including the
US, UK, France, Spain, Italy,

Prabhakar said the state gov-
ernment has adequate stocks
in Husnabad and that fertiliz-
ers have been supplied to out-
lets from 6 AM. He urged
Agricultural Extension
Officers to create awareness
among farmers about urea
usage through Rythu

(s

Japan, Israel, and Canada.
He highlighted that products
manufactured in the state,
including helicopter cabins,

aircraft fuselage compo-
nents, fighter aircraft wings,
aero-engine parts, and MRO
systems, are now part of
globally advanced aviation
platforms.He mentioned
recent investments such as
ITP Aero's manufacturing
facility in Hyderabad and
FTG Aerospace's facility at
GMR Aerospace Park,
describing them as signs of
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Vedikas.
The minister also criticized
the Centre over fertilizer sup-
ply issues and asked BJP
MPs from Telangana to raise
farmers' concerns with the
Union government.

Speaking about voter list
revision, Prabhakar said the
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increasing international con-
fidence in Telangana's aero-
space ecosystem.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said the
state has built a strong indus-
trial network with aerospace
Special Economic Zones, pre-
cision engineering parks,
and supporting infrastruc-
ture. More than 1,500 MSMESs
are supplying components to
aerospace, defence, and space
industries, he added.

He also highlighted initia-
tives such as Young India
Skills University and the

Congress party would ensure
that no eligible voter is
excluded.

He alleged that
opposition votes were
removed in some states earli-
er and appealed to Booth
Level Agents to remain alert
during the revision process.

Status

transformation of ITIs into
Advanced Technology
Centres to create a skilled
workforce for emerging aero-
space technologies.

The minister said
Telangana's aerospace and
defence sector has recorded
around 30 per cent annual
growth in recent years, while
exports increased by 103 per
cent last year, surpassing
pharmaceuticals as a leading
export sector.

On new aviation infrastruc-
ture, Uttam Kumar Reddy
said groundwork for the
Warangal airfield is expected
to begin soon, while the
Adilabad facility would func-
tion as a combined civil and
military aviation station.
Discussions are also under-
way with the Centre regard-
ing approval for the proposed
Kothagudem airport.

He said these facilities would
provide opportunities for
MRO services and aviation
industries by offering lower
operational costs compared
to major metropolitan air-
ports.Inviting international
companies to invest in
Telangana, the minister
assured that the state govern-
ment would provide continu-
ous support and work as a
partner in industrial devel-
opment. He urged global
firms to collaborate with
local MSMEs and strengthen
Telangana's role in global
aerospace supply chains.

Sanjay Jaju Takes Charge as Chief Secretary

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Senior IAS officer Sanjay
Jaju assumed charge as the
Chief Secretary to the
Government of Telangana at
the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Telangana Secretariat on
Tuesday.

Sanjay Jaju, a 1992-batch IAS
officer, took over the top
administrative position from
K. Ramakrishna Rao, IAS,
who retired from service on
Tuesday after serving as the
Chief Secretary.

The Telangana government
had issued orders on June 26
appointing Sanjay Jaju as the

new Chief Secretary.
Following the appointment,
Jaju formally assumed

responsibilities at  the
Secretariat in the presence of
senior officials.

On the occasion, Special
Chief Secretaries, Principal
Secretaries, Secretaries to
the Government, Heads of
Departments, Secretariat
officials, and staff congratu-
lated Sanjay Jaju on taking
charge and extended their
best wishes for his new role.
Officials also bid a warm
farewell to outgoing Chief
Secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao, acknowledging his serv-

ices during his
tenure. Both Sanjay
Jaju and K.
Ramakrishna Rao

were presented with
bouquets as part of
the formal proceed-
ings.

The  appointment
marks a change in
the state's top admin-
istrative leadership,
with Sanjay Jaju
now taking charge of
coordinating govern-
ment departments
and overseeing
administrative
affairs in Telangana.
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CM Reviews Temple
Development Plans
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Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Monday
reviewed the ongoing and
future development plans of
the Yadagirigutta temple at
the Bodhi Pavilion of
MCRHRD. The meeting
focused on temple expansion,
land allocation policies, guest
house construction, tourism
development, and infrastruc-
ture improvements.
The review meeting was
attended by Rajya Sabha
member Vem Narendar
Reddy, MPs Chamala Kiran
Kumar Reddy and Kunduru
Raghuvir Reddy, Government
Whip Beerla Ilaiah, MLA
Kumbam Anil Kumar Reddy,

Special Chief Secretary
Jayesh Ranjan, Principal
Secretary (Endowments)

Shailaja Ramaiyer, Commi
ssioner (Endowments) M.
Hanumantha Rao, Principal
Secretary (Finance) Sandeep
Kumar Sultania, CMO
Secretary Manik Raj, CMO
OSD Vemula Srinivasulu,
along with senior officials
from Yadadri district and the
temple administration.
During the meeting, the
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to allocate land to the
Hare Rama Hare Krishna
Foundation in Yadagirigutta
at market value. He also
stressed the need to formu-
late a comprehensive policy
for allotting lands to various
Mathas (monasteries) and
caste-based associations.
Revanth Reddy instructed
officials to ensure that own-
ership rights of all lands allo-
cated for development activi-
ties remain with the temple
administration. He suggested
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studying the land allocation
system followed at Tirumala
and adopting suitable prac-
tices for Yadagirigutta.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed plans for guest
house construction on the
hillock. He asked officials to
prepare a list of organiza-
tions and individuals who
have shown interest in con-
structing guest houses and
directed that permissions be
issued in a phased manner.
He emphasized adopting the
Tirumala model for guest
house development to ensure
systematic growth and better
facilities for devotees.
Officials were instructed to
immediately sanction funds
required for land acquisition
related to temple develop-
ment works. The Chief
Minister also directed that
the report submitted by the
engineers' committee regard-
ing the Yadagirigutta temple
construction should be exam-
ined carefully and a detailed
report submitted within a
week.

Highlighting the importance
of tourism promotion, Reva
nth Reddy called for the
establishment of a tourism
circuit around Yadagirigutta
under a  Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model. He
said coordinated efforts
between the government and
private stakeholders would
help improve facilities and
attract more visitors.

The Chief Minister stressed
that development works at
Yadagirigutta should be car-
ried out with long-term plan-
ning, ensuring that the tem-
ple's spiritual significance,
heritage value, and future
requirements are protected.

RS.9.000 Crore
Rythu Bharosa Funds
Released for Farmers

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
said the Telangana govern-
ment is committed to farmer
welfare while speaking from
the Rythu Vedika on the occa-
sion of the release of Rythu
Bharosa funds for the
Vanakalam (monsoon) crop
season.

The Minister conveyed greet-
ings to Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka,
Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao,

Agriculture Commission
Chairman Kodanda Reddy,
Legislative Council

Chairman Gutta Sukhender
Reddy, public representa-
tives, and farmers on the
release of 79,000 crore under
the scheme.

He said the Rythu Bharosa
programme was launched
with the objective of support-
ing farmers and noted that
the scheme began at a signifi-
cant time with the start of
Eruvaka Purnima. The origi-
nal programme scheduled in
Madhira, Khammam, was
shifted to Shilpakala Vedika
due to rainfall.

Ponnam Prabhakar stated
that since the Praja Palana
government came to power,

727,000 crore has been
deposited into farmers'
accounts under Rythu

Bharosa. He added that the
government is also support-
ing farmers through bonuses

for fine-variety paddy, seed
supply, and other welfare ini-
tiatives.

Highlighting agricultural
development measures, the
Minister said Agriculture
Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao, who himself
is a farmer, has been guiding
initiatives for the farming
community. He mentioned
the inauguration of a palm
oil factory at Narmetta in
Siddipet district and said
efforts are being made to
encourage oil palm cultiva-
tion in the Husnabad region.
He also spoke about farmer
support initiatives in his
area, stating that five individ-
uals, including local youth
and Rythu Vedika represen-
tatives, were trained to oper-
ate the urea mobile applica-
tion. The app is helping
address farmers' concerns
and create awareness about
fertilizer-related issues.

The Minister expressed con-
fidence that the government
would continue implement-
ing farmer-focused pro-
grammes under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, Agriculture
Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao, and Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka.He also request-
ed Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao to
take steps regarding the
Gauravelli project for the
benefit of farmers in the
region.
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Ponnam Challenges BJP Over Development Claims

Elkathurthy, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar on  Monday
launched a strong attack on
BJP leaders over their
remarks on Warangal's devel-
opment, central funds, air-
port construction, and fertil-
izer supply issues. He
demanded that the BJP
explain its contribution to
the state's progress and
answer questions raised by
the people.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Elkathurthy,
Prabhakar said BJP leaders
should provide facts instead
of making political state-
ments. He criticized the com-
ments of the newly elected
BJP national president, alleg-
ing that the remarks were
made without proper under-
standing of the ground situa-
tion.

The minister questioned why
the Warangal airport project
remained incomplete despite
the BJP and BRS being in
power for nearly a decade. He
said airport approvals and
sanctions come under the
responsibility of the Central
Government, while the state

government had already pro-
vided the required land. He
claimed that the Congress
government accelerated
efforts to move the airport
project forward.

Highlighting urban develop-
ment initiatives, Prabhakar
said the state government is
allocating major funds under
the Urban Challenge Fund.
He explained that the funding
model includes 25 per cent
support from the state gov-
ernment, 25 per cent from the
Centre, and the remaining 50
per cent through bank loans,
for which the state govern-
ment carries responsibility.
He said underground
drainage works worth ?5,000
crore are being taken up in
Hanamkonda and Kazipet
areas as part of efforts to
improve urban infrastruc-
ture. Responding to allega-
tions over Smart City funds,
the minister asked why the
BJP did not act during its
decade-long rule at the
Centre if there were any
irregularities.

Prabhakar also criticized
Union Minister of State
Bandi Sanjay's remarks on
securing the Mayor's post
without a majority in the cor-
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poration. He questioned how
anyone could become Mayor
or Chairman without elected
representatives supporting
them.

The minister said Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy is
focusing on transforming
Warangal into a major devel-
opment centre after
Hyderabad. He listed projects
including the airport, under-
ground drainage, Smart City
works, dump yard manage-
ment, and expansion of edu-
cational institutions as key
initiatives of the govern-
ment.
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On fertilizer availability,
Prabhakar said the Centre is
responsible for manufactur-
ing and supplying fertilizers
to states, while Telangana
handles distribution to farm-
ers. He alleged that the state
has been facing unfair treat-
ment from the Centre regard-
ing fertilizer allocation and
financial support.

The minister claimed that
Telangana contributes signif-
icantly to the national econo-
my but receives a smaller
share in return. He said that
despite repeated visits by the
Chief Minister and ministers

to Delhi seeking funds, the
Centre has not provided a sat-
isfactory response.
Prabhakar accused BJP lead-
ers of making statements
that disrespect the Telangana
movement and challenged
BJP leaders, including Union
Minister G. Kishan Reddy,
Bandi Sanjay, and the party's
national leadership, to an
open debate on Warangal's
development.

He said the BJP should
explain its achievements for
Telangana instead of only
making claims about coming
to power in the future.

BJP Targets State Government Over Development Issues

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

BJP Telangana president N.
Ramchander Rao on Tuesday
accused the state government
of shifting responsibility to
the Centre and Union minis-
ters on issues that fall under
the state's jurisdiction. He
said the Congress govern-
ment had developed a prac-
tice of blaming the Centre for
projects related to the state,
citing the Hyderabad Metro
Rail expansion and contribu-
tions towards MMTS servic-
es.

Addressing the BJP state
office  bearers' meeting
chaired by party national
president Nitin Nabin, Rao
said the party was not
against the cleaning of the
Musi river but opposed large-

scale proposals such as the
proposed Gandhi Sarovar if
they involved massive expen-
diture and displacement of
people.

He alleged that the Congress
government began its rule
with demolition activities
and warned that people
would respond democratical-
ly against those who take
decisions affecting public
interests. Rao also claimed
that the Congress, BRS and
MIM were following similar
political approaches and had
collectively affected
Telangana's progress.

The BJP leader highlighted
the Centre's contribution to
Telangana's development
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership.
He referred to projects such

as AIIMS and national high-
ways, stating that allegations
of the Centre ignoring the
state were incorrect.

Rao accused the state govern-
ment of failing on multiple
fronts, alleging corruption,
nepotism and administrative
shortcomings. He claimed
that youth, farmers, women,
government employees and
pensioners were unhappy
with the present administra-
tion.

Recalling his completion of
one year as BJP state presi-
dent, Rao called upon party
workers to work together as
"Team BJP" and strengthen
public outreach ahead of
upcoming elections. He
expressed confidence that
with the support of the
Central government, the BJP

i 'y 4 Y ! it X
would work towards trans-
forming Telangana into a
model state.The BJP presi-
dent's remarks came amid
continuing political
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exchanges between the ruling
Congress and opposition par-
ties over development proj-
ects, funding issues and gov-
ernance in Telangana.

Harish Rao Targets Congress Over Farmer Issues

Jadcherla, June 30 |
Bureau

BRS Deputy Floor Leader
and former Minister T.
Harish Rao on Monday
launched a sharp attack on
the Congress government
during the party member-
ship enrollment drive and
SIR awareness programme
held at Vasavi Function Hall
in Jadcherla. He alleged that
the Revanth Reddy govern-
ment had failed to fulfill its
election promises and was
neglecting farmers and vari-
ous sections of society.
Addressing party workers
and supporters, Harish Rao
said the enthusiasm among
people in the Palamuru
region indicated that the BRS
would return to power. He
criticized Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy over the
implementation of farmer
welfare schemes, particular-
ly 'Rythu Bharosa', 'Rythu
Bandhu', and loan waiver
promises.

Harish Rao alleged that the
government had failed to

TPN

release pending farmer sup-
port funds and questioned
when the outstanding
amount would be paid. He
claimed that nearly ?30,000
crore in dues were pending
under farmer assistance
schemes and demanded a
clear timeline for payments.

He accused the Congress gov-
ernment of reducing the
promised farmer assistance
amount and changing the eli-
gibility criteria after coming
to power. He also alleged that
promises regarding crop
bonuses were altered after
the elections, with benefits
being restricted to selected
varieties.The former minis-
ter criticized the govern-
ment's crop procurement pol-
icy and questioned its deci-
sion to depend on the
Centre's procurement tar-
gets. He asked how farmers
would benefit if the state pro-
cures only limited quantities

of paddy.
Harish Rao also raised con-
cerns over agricultural

power supply, alleging that

h
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the 24-hour free electricity
system introduced during the
BRS government had been
weakened. He said initiatives
like Rythu DISCOM could
affect uninterrupted power
supply to farmers.

Highlighting BRS welfare
schemes, he said the previous
government provided contin-
uous support through Rythu
Bandhu and Rythu Bima,

- :
including during difficult
periods such as the COVID-19
pandemic. He alleged that
pending insurance benefits
were affecting thousands of
farming families.

The BRS leader also spoke
about irrigation projects in
the Palamuru region, claim-
ing that schemes such as
Kalwakurthy, Nettempadu,
and Bheema helped provide

water to several lakh acres
and reduce migration. He
questioned the Congress gov-
ernment over irrigation
progress in the region.
Harish Rao criticized the gov-
ernment over fee reimburse-
ment delays, pensions, and
support for SC, ST, and BC
communities. He alleged that
funds were being allocated
for major projects while edu-
cational and welfare needs
were being ignored.
Referring to the Sigachi
industrial incident at
Pashamylaram, he demanded
that the government fulfill its
compensation promise to
affected families.

Calling upon BRS
workers to strengthen the
party at the grassroots level,
Harish Rao urged them to
highlight what he described
as the government's failures
and unfulfilled promises. He
expressed confidence that
BRS would win all seats in
the Palamuru region and
return to power in
Telangana.

Niranjan Reddy Questions Delay in Rythu Bharosa Payments

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Former Agriculture Minister
Singireddy Niranjan Reddy
on Monday questioned the
Telangana government over
delays in releasing pending
'Rythu Bharosa' payments
and demanded that the bene-
fits be extended to all eligible
farmers. In a statement, he
alleged that the government
has failed to clear dues
amounting to nearly ?30,000
crore owed to farmers.
Niranjan Reddy recalled that
during the previous BRS gov-
ernment, 'Rythu Bandhu'
payments were deposited
into farmers' accounts
around the Mrigashira Karti
season, allowing farmers to
know in advance when the
assistance would be credited.
He said the acreage-based

support system helped farm-
ers plan their agricultural
activities.He alleged that the
Congress government came
to power promising ?15,000
per acre annually under
'Rythu Bharosa' for tenant

farmers, landowners, and
farm labourers, but later
reduced the amount to

712,000 per acre. He accused
the government of repeated-
ly changing its approach
towards implementing the
scheme.The former minister
claimed that since assuming
power, the government has
defaulted on 'Rythu Bharosa'
payments three times. He
alleged that the payment
process was initially taken
up village-wise, creating con-
fusion, and was later shifted
to an acreage-based system
before being stopped midway.
He further alleged that dur-

ing the last Yasangi (Rabi)
season, the government
restricted financial assis-
tance to farmers owning up
to two acres despite earlier
assurances of support for
all farmers.

Niranjan Reddy questioned
the need for government
programmes and public
meetings over the scheme,
stating that funds could
instead be directly trans-
ferred into farmers' bank
accounts. He also criticized
the government's approach
towards crop procurement
and alleged that it had
failed to take full responsi-
bility for purchasing agri-
cultural produce.

The former minister also
raised concerns over the
availability of urea and
criticized the government's
urea distribution system.

He alleged that the
Congress govern-
ment was attempt-
ing to divert farm-
ers' attention from
its failures through

publicity pro-
grammes in the
name of 'Rythu
Bharosa'.

Demanding imme-
diate action, Niranj
an Reddy urged the
government to
release all pending
'Rythu Bharosa' due
s and ensure that
every eligible farm
er receives the prom
ised support. He sai
d agricultural wel-
fare schemes should
be implemented wit

hout delays and
political uncertain-
ty.
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Pulse Polio Drive Crosses Target

continued

Commissionerate, the third day of the campaign concen-
trated on extensive house-to-house visits to identify and vac-
cinate children who were not covered earlier. Mobile teams
and transit teams continued operations in notified and non-
notified slums, vulnerable areas, and childcare homes.

On Tuesday, health teams visited 32,79,974 houses and
administered polio drops to 88,524 children. Of these, 81,171
children were vaccinated through household visits, while
7,353 children were covered outside homes.

The campaign recorded strong participation from health
workers across the state. On the first day, 39,22,142 children
received polio drops, followed by 1,42,519 children on the sec-
ond day. With the addition of 88,524 children vaccinated on
the third day, the total coverage reached 41,53,185.

Officials said the continued efforts are aimed at achieving
complete immunization coverage and protecting every child
against polio. The extended drive will focus on reaching
children in difficult-to-access locations and ensuring that
the benefits of vaccination reach all sections of society.

Sigachi Victims Will Get Full Justice: Vivek
.

Godavarikhani, June 30 | TPN Bureau
Labour, Employment, Training, Factories, Mines and
Geology Minister Dr. G. Vivek Venkataswamy on Tuesday
said the Telangana government would not allow the Sigachi
industrial accident case to be diluted until complete justice
is delivered to the victims and their families.

Addressing a media conference in Godavarikhani,
Peddapalli district, the minister strongly criticized former
minister Harish Rao's remarks on the incident, alleging that
they were politically motivated and aimed at misleading the
public.

Vivek Venkataswamy said the Congress government acted
with responsibility and compassion immediately after the
tragic accident, which claimed 54 lives. He stated that Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy personally visited the hospital
to meet the injured workers and directed officials to provide
the best possible medical care.

The minister said the Chief Minister, along with Ministers
D. Sridhar Babu and Damodar Rajanarasimha, visited the
accident site, reviewed the situation, and ensured immedi-
ate relief measures for the affected families.

According to Vivek, the government continuously pursued
the issue with Sigachi management, resulting in compensa-
tion of nearly ?50 lakh being provided to the families of the
deceased workers. He added that criminal cases were regis-
tered against the company and that the chairman and man-
aging director were arrested as part of legal action.

"The government has clearly informed the High Court that
complete justice must be ensured for the victims. We will
not let Sigachi off the hook until every bereaved family
receives full compensation," the minister said.

Responding to criticism from BRS leaders, Vivek
Venkataswamy questioned the previous government's
response to major incidents during its tenure. He asked why
former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao did not visit
the victims of the Kondagattu RTC bus accident, which
claimed several lives, and raised questions over the han-
dling of issues related to Intermediate results during the
BRS regime.

The minister reiterated that the present government is com-
mitted to protecting the interests of workers and their fam-
ilies. He said all possible legal measures are being taken and
assured that the government would continue its efforts until
justice is achieved for those affected by the Sigachi tragedy.
He emphasized that accountability and support for victims
remain the government's priority and rejected what he
termed as attempts to politicize the issue.

BJP Aims to Become Telangana's
Political Alternative: DK Aruna

Hyderabad, June 30
| TPN Bureau

BJP MP D.K. Aruna
stated that the
Bharatiya Janata
Party is emerging as
the only alternative
to both the Congress
and BRS in
Telangana and
claimed that a new
phase of BJP's polit-
ical growth in the
state has begun.
Speaking to the
media after the con-
clusion of a three-
day visit by BJP
state co-in-charge
Nitin Nabin, Aruna
said extensive dis- ;
cussions were held on political developments, party
strengthening, and future strategies. She said the BJP
national leadership has directed all leaders and workers to
work together with the single objective of bringing the
party to power in Telangana.

Aruna emphasized that internal differences should be set
aside and that unity among leaders and cadre would be cru-
cial for achieving the party's goal. She said the party's focus
is now completely on strengthening its presence across the
state and preparing for future elections.

Highlighting the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, she said the BJP would reach out to people with the
message that "Telangana needs Modi's governance." She
added that the party has prepared a detailed plan to connect
with people at the village, mandal, and district levels by
explaining the development initiatives and support provid-
ed by the Central government.

Targeting the Congress government, Aruna alleged that
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy had failed to fulfill prom-
ises made to the people during elections. She said the BJP
would expose what she described as the government's fail-
ures and take the issue to the public.

Aruna claimed that people in Telangana are looking
towards the BJP as a credible alternative to both the previ-
ous BRS government and the present Congress administra-
tion. She expressed confidence that the party would become
a strong political force in the state in the coming days.
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Hyderabad Hosts First Global SREDay Conference

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau
Hyderabad successfully
hosted the first-ever Global
SREDay Conference, bring-
ing together technology pro-
fessionals, industry leaders,
and innovators for a day
focused on knowledge shar-
ing, collaboration, and
emerging technology trends.
Organized by the
SREHyderabadi LinkedIn
community, the event wit-
nessed participation from
more than 550 delegates,
including Site Reliability
Engineers, DevOps profes-

s1onals Cloud Archltects
Platfo rm Engineers, Softwa
re Engineers, Al practition-
ers, students, researchers,
and technology experts.

Over 20 industry speakers
from major technology hubs

including Hyderabad,

Police Reunite Missing
Woman with Family

Kutbullapur, June 30 |
TPN Bureau

Petbasheerabad Police
have earned apprecia-

tion for their compas- &

sionate response in help-
ing a missing woman !
reunite with her family. ~—
The incident took place
under the limits of
Petbasheerabad Police

Station after locals alerted authorltles about a woman found
wandering in the Aparna Pamur area.

On June 21 at around 12 noon, residents noticed the woman
appearing to be mentally disturbed and immediately informed

the police

through Dial-100.

Responding quickly,

Petbasheerabad police reached the spot and brought her to the
police station.During questioning, the woman was unable to
provide any details about herself. Police then searched nearby
areas, including KV Reddy Nagar and Gundlapochampally, to
trace her identity and family members but could not find any
information.Showing concern and humanity, the police admit-
ted her to Matrushri Orphanage in Shameerpet on the same
evening and arranged medical assistance. After receiving
treatment and care, the woman revealed her details. She was
identified as Pinky Bai Gosai, 30, wife of Babbulu, 35, from
Gandhinagar, Tandur, in Vikarabad district.Police learned that
she had gone missing from her home on June 16. They immedi-
ately contacted her husband and arranged for him to reach the
orphanage. The woman was safely reunited with her family.
Local residents appreciated the efforts of Petbasheerabad
Police for their timely action and humane approach.

Food Safety Team Flags Hygiene Violations

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN Bureau

The food safety team of Cyberabad Municipal Corporation
(CMC) found several hygiene violations during inspections at
two restaurants located in GSM Mall, Madinaguda, on Tuesday.
During the inspection at Barbeque Nation, the officials
observed cockroach infestation in the fruit storage area and
near refrigerators. They also found unclean vegetable crates
and water bubble containers. The team noted that food testing
records, packaging material details, and pest control records
were not available.Officials further found that chopping boards
were in poor condition. Brownies and kulfi varieties, including
paan, malai, and kesar pista flavours, were found without prop-
er labels and were discarded immediately.In another inspection
at a Chinese Wok restaurant in the same mall, the food safety
officials found that cooked rice was being assigned a shelf life
of 36 hours without any supporting laboratory validation.The
inspection team reported that food testing records, packaging
material details, and annual medical fitness certificates of food
handlers were unavailable. Incoming eggs were not cleaned
before use, and one food handler was found with untrimmed
nails.Officials also observed that water taps near the rice and
noodles preparation area were not maintained properly. The
FSSAI licence was not displayed prominently at the premi
ses.Following the findings, the food safety team recommended
issuing improvement notices to both eateries and instructed
the management to take immediate corrective measures to
ensure compliance with food safety and hygiene standards.

Speeding Bolero Claims Woman's Life in Accident

Kutbullapur, June 30 | TPN Bureau
A tragic road accident in Bahadurpally

claimed the life of a woman and left her
son seriously injured after a speeding vehi-
cle collided with their scooter on Monday. .
The accident occurred near Ruchi Cafe
close to the Ramalayam area, creating
panic among local residents. According to
police, Gummadi Udayalatha, a resident of —

Bollarum, was travelling with her son ; (4 ,

Vedanth Reddy on a Vespa scooter while
taking him to Mahindra University.
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When they reached Bahadurpally, a speeding Bolero vehicle
allegedly hit their scooter. The impact was severe, damaging
the scooter and affecting nearby vehicles.

Locals immediately responded and shifted the injured mother
and son to SV Super Speciality Hospital for treatment.
However, doctors declared Udayalatha dead on arrival. Her son
Vedanth Reddy is currently receiving medical care at the hos-
pital.Police conducted a preliminary investigation and suspect-
ed that negligent and rash driving by the Bolero driver led to
the accident. A case has been registered, and further investiga-
tion is underway to determine the exact circumstances behind
the collision.The incident has once again raised concerns over
speeding and road safety violations on the city outskirts. Local
residents have urged authorities to take stricter measures to

prevent such accidents.

Bengaluru Pune, Delh1 and
Chennai shared their expert-
ise on topics such as Site
Reliability Engineering,
cloud technologies, automa-
tion, observability, artificial
intelligence, and leadership
practices.

Court Quashes Case Against Bandi Sanjay

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Union  Minister Bandi
Sanjay Kumar received
relief on Monday after the
Nampally Special Court for
Public Representatives
quashed a case registered
against him during the
Huzurabad by-election.

The case was filed by
Huzurabad police following
remarks made by Bandi
Sanjay during the election
campaign. He had alleged
that the then ruling BRS
party was involved in dis-
tributing money to influence
voters, claiming that
amounts up to ?25,000 per
vote were being offered.
Bandi Sanjay had further
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The conference also received
international participation,
with one of the co-founders
of the global SREDay move-
ment attending the event
from London.

The programme featured
two parallel technical tracks,
offering participants oppor-
tunities to learn about the
latest developments in tech-
nology and engage in inter-
active discussions. A leader-
ship panel discussion was
another major attraction,
where senior technology
executives spoke about digi-
tal transformation, AI adop-

alleged that while voters
were receiving only ?5,000,
the remaining amount was
being taken by BRS workers.
Following these statements,
police registered a case
against him wunder IPC
Sections 188, 171C, and

tion, engineering excellence,
and building reliable tech-
nology platforms.

The event was hosted at Tech
Mahindra, with Grafana
Labs and NIIT StackRoute as
principal sponsors. The con-
ference was also streamed
live on YouTube, attracting
over 300 online viewers.
With strong industry partici-
pation and community col-
laboration, SREDay
Hyderabad 2026 further
highlighted Hyderabad's
growing reputation as a
major global technology des-
tination.

505(2), along with Section
123(3A) of the
Representation of  the

People Act, 1951.

The matter was later taken
up by the Nampally Special
Court for Public
Representatives. After hear-
ing the arguments and
reviewing the case, the court
issued orders quashing the
charges against the Union
Minister.

The development comes as a
legal relief for Bandi Sanjay,
who had faced the case over
his statements made during
the high-profile Huzurabad
by-election campaign. The
court's decision brings an
end to the proceedings relat-
ed to the case.

Explosion Damages House

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

An explosion at the resi-
dence of a retired bank
employee created panic
among residents of Bapun
agar in Saroornagar on
Tuesday. However, no
injuries were reported in
the incident.

The explosion occurred at
the house of retired bank
employee Devender, causing
damage to household items,

particularly those in the
kitchen. The Kkitchen arti-
cles were completely dam-
aged due to the impact of
the blast.

According to reports, two
LPG cylinders kept inside
the house did not explode,
preventing a more serious

mishap.
After receiving information
about the incident,

Saroornagar police reached
the spot and began an inves-

tigation to determine the
exact cause of the explosion.
Officials are examining var-
ious possibilities behind the
incident.

The clues team was also
deployed to the location to
collect evidence and gather
details that could help estab-
lish the reason for the blast.
Police are continuing their
probe and further details
are expected after the com-
pletion of the investigation.

BRS Leader Opposes Proposed Dumpmg Yard

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau
BRS leader Kyama Mallesh
on Tuesday opposed the pro-
posed dumping yard project
in Ibrahimpatnam con-
stituency, alleging that the
decision was taken without
consulting local residents.
Addressing the issue at
Telangana Bhavan, Mallesh
claimed that 494 acres of
valuable land had been allo-
cated for the dumping yard
in the name of a town and
alleged that the project was
linked with a Japanese com-
pany. He questioned the
need for establishing such a
facility in the area and said
the decision could create
problems for people living
nearby.
He alleged that setting up a
dumping yard within the
proposed Regional Ring

Road (Triple R) area would
increase pollution and affect
the environment. He also
raised concerns that during
rains, waste water from the
dumping yard could enter
the Musi river system.
Mallesh suggested that the
government should consider
setting up IT companies or
other development projects
instead of a dumping yard
on the 494 acres of land.

He said BRS was not against
the Musi development proj-

ect but insisted that it
should be implemented
without causing inconven-
ience to residents. He
warned that if the dumping
yard project moves forward
without addressing public
concerns, BRS would launch
a protest on behalf of the
people.He also questioned
the silence of local elected
representatives and said the
party would continue its
fight to stop the proposed
facility.

Court Clears Raja Singh in 2022 Gase

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Goshamahal BJP MLA T.
Raja Singh received relief
on Monday after the Special
Court for Public
Representatives in
Hyderabad dismissed a case
registered against him over
alleged controversial
remarks made in 2022.

The court examined the
arguments presented by
both sides along with the
available evidence before
reaching its decision. After
reviewing the matter in
detail, the court concluded
that the allegations against

Raja Singh were not proven.
Following the proceedings,

the court deliv-
ered its final ver-
dict and acquitted
the MLA of all
charges in the
case.

The decision pro-
vides legal relief
to Raja Singh,
who had faced
proceedings relat-
ed to the remarks
made three years
ago. The court's
order brings an
end to the case
after examining
the claims and
evidence placed before it.

.
Hyderabad, June 30 |

Bureau

Women and Child Welfare
Minister Seethakka on
Monday felicitated Anita

Ramachandran, Secretary of
the Women and Child Welfare
Department, on the occasion
of her retirement.

The minister appreciated
Anita Ramachandran's dedi-
cated services towards the
development of the depart-
ment and acknowledged her
efforts in strengthening wel-
fare initiatives for women and
children.

Seethakka conveyed her heart-
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Seethakka Bids Farewell to

Retiring Officer

L.
felt wishes and expressed hope
that Anita Ramachandran
would lead a healthy, peaceful,
and fulfilling life after retire-
ment.
"Happy retirement... I hope
this new chapter of your life
brings even more happiness
and fulfillment. All the best,"
Seethakka said while extend-
ing her greetings.
The felicitation programme
highlighted the contributions
made by the retiring official
during her tenure and her role
in advancing programmes
related to women and child
welfare in the state.

Nitin Nabin Congratulates BJP Leaders

Hyderabad, June 30 |

Bureau

BJP National President Nitin
Nabin on Monday congratulat-
ed Karimnagar Mayor
Kolagani Srinivas and Deputy
Mayor Sunil Rao at Aushapur
near Hyderabad following the
party's success in securing the
Mayor's post in the Telangana
municipal elections.

Nitin Nabin expressed happi-
ness over the BJP's achieve-
ment and felicitated the Mayor
and Deputy Mayor by present-
ing them with shawls. He
appreciated their efforts and
said that leadership positions
and electoral victories come
naturally when leaders
remain connected with people
and continuously work for
their issues.

During the interaction, BJP
national general secretary
Sunil Bansal informed Nitin
Nabin that Karimnagar was

TPN

the only place in Telangana
where the BJP secured the
Mayor's position.

Union Minister Bandi Sanjay
Kumar introduced
Karimnagar Mayor Kolagani
Srinivas and Deputy Mayor
Sunil Rao to Sunil Bansal and
Rajya Sabha member Rekha
Sharma.

The meeting was attended by
senior BJP leaders and
focused on the party's recent
municipal success in the state.
Party leaders said the victory
reflected the growing support
for the BJP at the local level
and highlighted the impor-
tance of strengthening grass-
roots engagement.

The felicitation programme
concluded with leaders con-
gratulating the Karimnagar
representatives and express-
ing confidence in expanding
the party's presence across
Telangana.

Demand to Ease Online
Voter Registration Rules

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

The TPCC Election
Commission Coordination
Committee has urged the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
of Telangana, Sri Sudarshan
Reddy, IAS, to remove manda-
tory e-Sign and Aadhaar link-
ing requirements in the online
voter registration and map-
ping process.

Committee Chairman Pulipati
Rajesh Kumar stated that sev-
eral Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs), migrant workers, and
other voters are facing diffi-
culties while completing the
online enumeration process
due to the current require-
ment of Aadhaar-based e-Sign
verification.He said that as per
Election Commission of India
guidelines and legal provi-
sions, submission or linking of
Aadhaar for voter registration
is voluntary and should not be
treated as compulsory. He

argued that making Aadhaar
mandatory in the online
process creates unnecessary
barriers for eligible citizens.
Rajesh Kumar pointed out that
many NRIs and migrant work-
ers possess valid Indian pass-
ports and other documents
proving their identity, age, and
residence but may not have
active Aadhaar cards or
mobile numbers linked for
OTP verification while staying
abroad.

He said such technical restric-
tions are preventing eligible
citizens from exercising their
voting rights. He requested
authorities to allow voters to
upload passports and other
self-attested documents as
alternatives to Aadhaar-based
verification.

The committee appealed for a
more flexible and accessible
online registration system to
ensure that no eligible voter is
excluded.

GHMC Commissioner Honours Retiring Employees

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

GHMC Commissioner R.V.
Karnan on Monday felicitat-
ed employees who are retir-
ing at the end of June 2026,
recognizing their dedicated
service and contributions
towards civic administration
in Hyderabad.

A total of 35 employees from
various departments, includ-

ing Engineering, Public
Health, Urban Community

Development, Revenue,
Sanitation, Parks, Town
Planning, and

Administration, are retiring
on June 30, 2026, after years
of service to the Greater

Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.

Speaking during the felicita-
tion programme,

Commissioner Karnan
appreciated the commitment,
sincerity, and efforts of the
retiring employees in
strengthening municipal
services and improving facil-
ities for citizens.

He expressed gratitude for
their valuable contributions
and said their dedication had
played an important role in
the functioning of the civic

body. The Commissioner
wished the employees a
healthy, peaceful, and pros-
perous retired life.

Karnan also encouraged the
retirees to continue con-
tributing to society through
their experience and knowl-
edge. He said their years of
public service would remain
an inspiration for others
working in the administra-

« ulnrlr-\lilli‘il\ll AL CORPORATION

3 tion.

The event concluded
with officials and col-
leagues extending
their best wishes to
the retiring employ-
ees and acknowledg-
, ing their role in the

development of
Hyderabad's civic
infrastructure and

public services.
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RS.2.10 Crore Road Project Launched

Siddipet, June 30 |
Bureau

State Transport and BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar laid the founda-
tion stone for a BT (Black
Top) road connecting
Panjagutta Thanda and Raj
Thanda in Dubba Thanda
Gram Panchayat limits of
AKkkannapeta
Husnabad constituency on
Tuesday.

The road project is being
taken up at an estimated cost
of ?2.10 crore. Speaking at the
event, the Minister said
improved road connectivity
plays a key role in the devel-

TPN

mandal in :

[ 3

opment of Thandas (tribal
hamlets). He stated that the
new road would provide bet-
ter transportation facilities

essential services, including
education, healthcare, and
agricultural needs. He direct-

REGIONAL

construction work is carried
out with quality standards
and completed within the

scheduled timeframe.

Later, Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar participated in the
Special Summary Revision
(SSR) programme for elec-
toral rolls. He instructed offi-
cials to conduct a door-to-door
verification drive to ensure
that all eligible voters are
included in the voter list.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining accu-
rate electoral records and
completing the revision
process effectively. Officials
and local representatives par-
ticipated in the foundation
stone laying programme and
SSR-related activities.

Commissioner Srujana Reviews Development Works

Quthbullapur, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Dr. G. Srujana IAS on
Tuesday inspected develop-
ment works and civic issues
in Dundigal as part of the
"One Ward Every Day" pro-
gramme aimed at resolving
public grievances through
direct field visits.

The Commissioner visited
Ward No. 296 under Dundigal
Circle-59 and reviewed roads,
street lighting, sanitation,
and other infrastructure-
related concerns. During the
inspection, she issued imme-
diate instructions to officials
for addressing pending
issues.

Dr. Srujana directed officials
to take up CC road works in
KVR Colony and prioritize

road connecting Naguluru
village. She also instructed
authorities to speed up the
process of issuing house
numbers and processing tax
reductions in Dundigal vil-
lage.

She ordered the installation
of street lights from IARE
College to the Ambedkar stat-
ue to improve public safety.
The Commissioner also
reviewed sanitation condi-
tions in Shambhipur village
and directed officials to
strengthen garbage collection
and removal activities.
Focusing on children's facili-
ties, Dr. Srujana instructed
officials to identify vacant
government lands and devel-
op playgrounds for children.
She also directed immediate
action to remove encroach-
ments affecting the SC road

the construction of a new

M .
Bhadradri Kothagudem, June
30 | TPN Bureau

A major cannabis trafficking
network was busted in
Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
trict after the Eagle Force and
local police jointly intercept-
ed a vehicle carrying a huge
quantity of ganja on Tuesday.

The operation was carried
out during intensive vehicle

in Dundigal SC Basti.

Gan)

checks near the ITC West
Gate at Sarapaka. Police
stopped a lorry suspected of
transporting contraband
from the forests of Odisha
through Andhra Pradesh
towards Uttar Pradesh.
According to officials, the
smugglers had created a spe-
cially designed secret com-
partment inside the lorry to
hide and transport the

Two Drivers Injured in Bus-Tanker Collision

Nalgonda, June 30 | TPN Bureau

Two drivers were seriously injured after a private bus travelling
from Bhimavaram to Hyderabad collided with a cement tanker
near Muthyalamma Gudem in Kattangur mandal of Nalgonda
district on Tuesday.

According to Kattangur police, the accident occurred after the
tyre of the travel bus suddenly burst, causing the driver to lose
control of the vehicle. The bus reportedly crossed the divider
and rammed into the cement tanker coming from the opposite
direction.

The impact severely damaged the front portion of the bus. Both
the bus driver and the tanker driver were trapped inside their
cabins following the collision. Police personnel and local resi-
dents immediately rushed to the spot and rescued the injured
drivers before shifting them to a nearby hospital for treatment.
Around 40 passengers travelling in the bus escaped with minor
injuries. Officials made arrangements for the passengers to con-
tinue their journey to Hyderabad.

The accident caused a brief disruption to traffic movement on
the national highway. Police took steps to clear the vehicles and
restore normal traffic flow.

Kattangur police registered a case in connection with the acci-
dent and launched an investigation to determine the exact cir-
cumstances that led to the collision.

AGB Catches Irrigation
AEE Taking RS.2 Lakh Bribe

Hyderabad, June 30 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) officials caught an
Assistant Executive Engineer (AEE) of the Irrigation
Department red-handed while allegedly accepting a bribe of ?2
lakh in Bhadradri Kothagudem district.According to ACB offi-
cials, Latchubukta Srinivas Rao, working as AEE in the
Irrigation Department, demanded and accepted the bribe from
a complainant in exchange for granting official permission to
excavate and transport soil from Donthikunta Tank.The offi-
cials said the transaction took place at the office of the Deputy
Executive Engineer, Irrigation Sub-Division-I, in Aswaraopeta.
The complainant had sought permission to remove soil from the
tank area for filling pits in agricultural land located adjacent to
his uncle's agricultural property in Aswaraopeta
village.Following a complaint, ACB sleuths laid a trap and
caught Rao while accepting the alleged bribe amount. The taint-
ed money of ?2 lakh was recovered from his possession.ACB
officials stated that the officer had allegedly misused his official
position and acted improperly to obtain an undue
advantage.The accused was taken into custody and produced
before the Special Court for ACB cases in Warangal for further
legal proceedings.The ACB has withheld the identity and
details of the complainant for security reasons. Further investi-
gation into the case is underway.

Regarding civic infrastruc-
ture, she advised the engi-
neering department to pre-
pare proposals for new CC
roads in required areas. She
also ordered the construction
of a compound wall around

a Racket B

cannabis in an attempt to
avoid detection. However, the
police team carefully inspect-
ed the vehicle and discovered
the hidden consignment.

During the search,
police seized around 525 kilo-
grams of ganja. The estimat-
ed market value of the seized
cannabis is around ?2.62
crore.

Three accused per-

Sangareddy, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana government's
first installment of financial
assistance under the 'Rythu
Bharosa' scheme for the
Vanakalam (Kharif) season
was released on Tuesday, ben-
efiting thousands of farmers
across Sangareddy district.
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy released the funds at
an event held in Hyderabad.
In Sangareddy, TGIIC
Chairperson Nirmala Jaggar
eddy and District Collector
Prateek Jain participated in a
special programme organized
at the Rythu Vedika in
Pothireddypally as chief
guests.Under the latest phase,
the government sanctioned
?125.83 crore as investment
support for 2,42,753 eligible
small and marginal farmers
in Sangareddy district who
own up to two acres of agri-
cultural land. The amount

will be directly credited into
the bank accounts of the ben-
eficiaries.Speaking at the pro-
gramme,
reddy said farmer welfare
remains a priority of the
state government and wel-
comed the release of assis-
tance at the beginning of the
Kharif cultivation season.

the cemetery located in
Gagillapur survey number
214.

After the field visit, the
Commissioner held a review
meeting with officials and
instructed them to resolve

sons were arrested during the
operation. Police also seized
the lorry used for transporta-
tion along with a Pulsar
motorcycle that was allegedly
being used as an escort vehi-
cle to monitor the movement
of the consignment. In addi-
tion, five mobile phones and
710,570 cash were recovered
from the accused.

The seized items

S

RS 125.83 Grore Rythu Bharosa Funds Released

Nirmala Jagga

She said the finan-

cial support would help farm-
ers meet cultivation-related
expenses and strengthen agri-
cultural
Collector Prateek Jain said
arrangements were complet-
ed for the smooth transfer of

activities.District

public complaints within the
prescribed SLA timelines.
She warned that delays in
development works, house
number approvals, and tax-
related services would not be
tolerated.

With the rainy season
approaching, Dr. Srujana
directed officials to take pre-
ventive measures and imple-
ment action plans effectively.
She also ordered faster
inspections and maintenance
of vacant plots.

The inspection was attended
by Deputy Commissioner Dr.
S. Venkata Mani Karan,
Library Corporation Chairm
an B. Srinivas Reddy, Deputy
Engineer Papamma, SWM
Deputy Engineer Anvesh
Reddy, ACP Srinivas, AMC
Lakshmaiah, Assistant Engin
eers B. Surender Naik, Ashok
Kumar, and other officials.

sted

have been taken into custody
as part of the
investigation.Officials said
efforts are underway to trace
and arrest other individuals
involved in the trafficking
network.

The police are con-
tinuing further investigation
to identify the full chain
behind the illegal transporta-
tion of the narcotics.

funds to eligible farmers. He
stated that more than 2.42
lakh farmers in the district
would receive the assistance
directly through the account
transfer system and advised
farmers to utilize the funds
effectively.

The event was attended by
CDC Chairman Ram Reddy,
ATMA Committee Chairman
Prabhu, Sangareddy Munic
ipal Chairperson Koona
Vanitha Santhosh, agricul-
ture department officials, dis-
trict-level officers, local rep-
resentatives, and a large num-
ber of farmers.

Invitation Presented for Anjaneya Swamy
Dhwaja Sthambham Geremony

Devarakonda, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Temple committee members
presented the invitation for
the Sri Anjaneya Swamy
Dhwaja Sthambham
(flagstaff) consecration cere-
mony to BRS Devarakonda
constituency leader Vadthya
Ramesh.The invitation was
handed over in connection
with the ceremony of the
newly constructed Sri Anjane
ya Swamy temple at Osmank
unta Gram Panchayat limits
in Chandampet mandal.
Temple committee members
invited Vadthya Ramesh to
participate in the auspicious
event and seek the blessings

—— i = PR
of Lord Anjaneya Swamy.
Osmankunta villagers,
including Lotavath Bhima
Naik, Kethavath Ramesh,
temple priest Lotavath Dasru,
Kethavath Boora, and others,

participated in the pro-
gramme. The event was con-
ducted in a devotional atmos-
phere with local residents
and temple representatives
present.
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Minister Srihari Attends

Peddamma Thalli .Festival

L4 e : 8
Atmakur, June 30 | TPN people of Makthal con-

Bureau stituency and the entire
State Minister for Sports, state with prosperity and
Dairy Development, happiness. He prayed for
Animal Husbandry, timely rains, agricultural
Fisheries, and Youth growth, and overall well-

Services Vakiti Srihari par-
ticipated in the Peddamma
Thalli festival celebrations
held in Atmakur town
under the Makthal con-
stituency on Tuesday.

On his arrival at the tem-
ple, priests welcomed the
minister with a traditional
Poorna Kumbham. Srihari
participated in special
prayers conducted at the
Peddamma Thalli temple
and sought the blessings of
the deity. Following the rit-
uals, Vedic scholars blessed
the minister.

Temple Committee Chairm
an Sridhar Goud felicitated
Vakiti Srihari on the occa-
sion by presenting him
with a shawl.

Speaking during the festi-
val, the minister expressed
his wish that Goddess
Peddamma Thalli bless the

Mahesh Kumar Goud Reviews Development

Nizamabad, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

A governing body meeting
of the Nizamabad
Municipal Corporation was
held on Tuesday under the
chairmanship of Mayor

Umarani, with TPCC
President and MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud

attending the proceedings.
The meeting discussed var-
ious issues related to city
development, public griev-
ances, and the improve-
ment of civic services. Key
topics included basic
amenities, sanitation man-
agement, drinking water
supply, drainage systems,
and other infrastructure-
related concerns. Address
ing officials and public rep-
resentatives, Mahesh
Kumar Goud emphasized
the need for coordinated

being of the region.
Srihari also extended festi-
val greetings to the resi-
dents of Atmakur and con-
veyed his best wishes to the
devotees who participated
in the celebrations.

Several local leaders and
public representatives
joined the minister during
the prayers, including
Atmakur Municipal Chai
rperson Nagamani, Vice-
Chairperson Nallagonda
Srinivasulu, Market Com
mittee Chairman Rahmatu
llah, Congress Mandal
President Parameshwar,
and leaders Tulasi Raj
Yadav and Mahesh Kumar.
The festival witnessed par-
ticipation from devotees
and local representatives,
with traditional rituals and
celebrations marking the
occasion.

[ | - ]
efforts to ensure better
services for the residents of
Nizamabad. He suggested
that officials and elected
representatives work
together effectively to
address public issues and
speed up development
activities.

The meeting also focused
on reviewing ongoing
works and identifying
areas requiring immediate
attention to improve the
quality of civic facilities in
the city.

Corporators, municipal
corporation officials, and
other public representa-
tives participated in the
meeting. The discussions
aimed at strengthening
municipal administration
and ensuring timely resolu-
tion of problems faced by
citizens.

Gold Rumours Spark Rush for Farm Land

Warangal, June 30 | TPN
BureauA six-acre agricul-
tural land parcel in
Kopakulapadu village of
Chennaraopet mandal in
Warangal district has
become the centre of atten-
tion after reports of
ancient gold ornaments
being found in the soil trig-
gered excitement among
locals.Unlike the wusual
demand for farmland based
on crop yield, farmers are
now showing interest in
leasing this particular land
due to rumours that hidden
treasure may exist beneath
it. Several farmers are
reportedly approaching the
landowner, hoping to
secure the lease and benefit
from what they believe
could be a rare discovery.

The land, purchased by a
resident of Chennaraopet
about ten years ago, is cur-
rently being cultivated by a
farmer from Eerya Thanda,
who grows cotton on the
plot. After rainfall on June
24, female agricultural
workers were engaged in
weeding operations. During
the work, they reportedly
found old gold ornaments
buried in the field.The dis-
covery initially remained
private, but the news soon
spread across the village.
After questioning the work-
ers, the landowner report-
edly received the recovered
items and approached the
police, informing them

about the incident. Villager
s say this is not the first
time valuables have alle
gedly been found in the
area. They believe the
region has historical links
to the Kakatiya period and
claim that idols and other
ancient objects were dis-
covered during earlier
farming activities.Local
residents also recall that a
previous owner allegedly
found gold while cultivat-
ing the same land in 1991.
They further claim that a
farm worker later discov-
ered old gold coins from the
area, strengthening the
belief that the land may
contain hidden wealth.
Following the recent dis-
covery, the matter reached
the police after the son of a
former owner filed a com-
plaint. He reportedly
claimed that the valuables
belonged to his ancestors
and sought legal action
regarding their recovery.
Meanwhile, curiosity sur-
rounding the land has
grown rapidly, with people
from nearby villages visit-
ing the area. Some locals
are reportedly searching
the fields during night
hours with flashlights, hop-
ing to find more hidden
treasures.Authorities are
expected to verify the
claims and investigate the
facts behind the reported
discovery.
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Editorial

Nobody Can Escape
From Corruption,
FEven God

The reports of alleged irregularities and corruption
linked to the administration of the Lord Sri Rama Tem-
ple in Ayodhya have come as a shock to millions of
devotees across India. Ayodhya is not just another place
of worship; it is a symbol of faith, cultural identity, and
national sentiment. Naturally, any allegation concern-
ing its administration attracts widespread attention
and concern.

The inauguration of the Ram Temple was celebrated
as a historic occasion, watched by people across the
country and around the world. It represented the cul-
mination of decades of legal, political, and social de-
velopments. Therefore, expectations of transparency,
accountability, and efficient administration have al-
ways been exceptionally high. However, the emergence
of these allegations has raised uncomfortable ques-
tions. Many people feel that those in positions of au-
thority have been slow to acknowledge the seriousness
of the issue, creating an impression that accountability
is being avoided.

The allegations involving several staff members and
reports of administrative irregularities raise serious
questions about governance. While investigations are
underway and those accused are entitled to due pro-
cess, the controversy underlines a larger truth: no in-
stitution, however sacred, is immune to the risks of
corruption or administrative failure. Faith in a temple
should never become a reason to overlook the need for
transparency and accountability.

The temple trust has defended its functioning while
authorities continue to examine the allegations. The
concern expressed by the Uttar Pradesh government
itself reflects the seriousness of the matter. The cred-
ibility of any religious institution depends not only on
its spiritual significance but also on the integrity, hon-
esty, and accountability of those entrusted with its
management.

This episode serves as a reminder that corruption is
not confined to government offices or commercial es-
tablishments. Wherever money, power, and administra-
tion exist, the possibility of misuse also exists. Strong
oversight, transparent financial management, and in-
dependent audits are essential to protect institutions
from abuse.

Faith belongs to the devotees, but accountability be-
longs to those who manage institutions. No individual
or institution should be considered beyond scrutiny.
Only impartial investigations, transparency, and time-
ly corrective action can preserve public trust and en-
sure that places of worship remain symbols of devo-
tion rather than subjects of controversy. Editor

Educationon the Edge: Bridging

Ram Kamal

The recent evidence certain-
ly suggests so. For the first time
in years, the routine political
boycotts by opposition Chief
Ministers at the NITI Aayog
meetings were notably absent,
signalling that India has shifted
into a higher gear of develop-
ment. The era of the "boycott
brigade", where leaders often
prioritized political posturing
over policy, is steadily giving
way to a new pragmatism.

Today, anew wave of political
leadership and emerging voic-
es, starting from Revanth Red-
dy and D.K. Shivakumar to V.D.
Satheesan and Vijay, are recog-
nizing that their survival hing-
es on the economic advance-
ment of their states rather than
petty partisan disputes. The
political landscape has evolved
into a strict mandate of per-
form or perish. Leaders now
understand that failing to pri-
oritize tangible development
will invite devastating electoral
defeat, making economic pro-
gress the ultimate, non-negotia-
ble imperative for every politi-
cal party.

India is experiencing a high-
velocity paradigm shift where
economic imperatives are final-
ly beginning to override region-
al political egos. As highlighted
in the recent dialogue, this
transformation is best encapsu-
lated by the rise of competitive
federalism, a system where
states aggressively vie against
one another for investments, in-
dustries, and infrastructure

Aspiration and Inequality

OPINION

Social Engineer

projects. Perhaps the most
striking symbol of this evolv-
ing maturity was witnessed at
the recent NITI Aayog Govern-
ing Council meeting, as said
above.In the past, regional poli-
tics often meant prioritizing
identity, caste, or ideological
rhetoric over economic deliv-
erables. Today, however, the In-
dian electorate, particularly the
aspirational youth, demands
tangible outcomes: jobs, robust
startup ecosystems, and world-
class infrastructure. This bot-
tom-up pressure has forced
state leadership to pivot.

Leaders across party lines,
whether it is D.K. Shivakumar
in Karnataka, Revanth Reddy
in Telangana, V.D. Satheesan of
Kerala, Vijay of Tamil Nadu or
N. Chandrababu Naidu in
Andhra Pradesh, are all active-
ly eyeing the same investment
pools. If one state secures a ma-
jor multinational manufactur-
ing plant or a semiconductor
hub, neighbouring states imme-
diately feel the pressure to im-
prove their own ease of doing
business. The realization has
dawned that sitting out of the
economic race out of political
stubbornness only harms the
state's residents, leading to vot-
er disenchantment. We can call
these phenomena the ‘Naidu Ef-
fect ’, which opens the eyes of
sister States to reform their
State and not perish like the
South Indian rebels.

State leaders have recognized
that the Centre holds crucial

policy levers and capital ex-
penditure allocations. By par-
ticipating in these apex dia-
logues, states ensure they have
a voice in national policy and a
hand in the allocation of re-
sources. Boycotting merely iso-
lates a state from the nation's
broader developmental trajec-
tory. This unprecedented at-
tendance underscores that
while political differences re-
main, they are increasingly be-
ing compartmentalized. When
it comes to the economy, now
the state leadership is ready to
put down the political sword
and pick up the developmental
Plow.

How does this cut-throat com-
petition among states translate
into cooperation for a Viksit
Bharat? The answer lies in the
organic nature of holistic de-
velopment and the visible de-
velopment shopping done by
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“The Naidu Effect”

Is Indian democracy finally maturing in its pursuit of a Viksit Bharat?

Chandrababu Naidu for
Andhra Pradesh.

While states compete fiercely
for capital, their individual suc-
cesses compound to build a re-
silient national economy. When
a state upgrades its power grid
or logistical infrastructure to
win a manufacturing contract,
it inadvertently strengthens the
national supply chain. Further-
more, complex modern indus-
tries like deep-tech AI, drone
ecosystems, and defence manu-
facturing require multi-state
supply chains and uniform na-
tional policies.

Competitive federalism to
cooperative federalism

This creates a natural bridge
between the two. States realize
that to sustain their local
growth, they must cooperate
with the Centre on macroeco-
nomic policies, taxation frame-

works, and national infrastruc-
ture corridors. The competition
drives efficiency and innova-
tion at the grassroots, while fed-
eral cooperation ensures these
local successes are scaled na-
tionally.Ultimately, India’s
youth are no longer swayed by
empty rhetoric; they are driven
by the pursuit of better liveli-
hoods, technological advance-
ment, and global connectivity.
The transition we are witness-
ing, where Chief Ministers
choose NITI Aayog boardrooms
over protest stages, is the foun-
dation of an organic Viksit
Bharat.

Tailpiece: Our democracy is
now maturing. Winston
Churchill failed in his forecast:
"Power will go to the hands of
rascals, rogues, freebooters; all
Indian leaders will be of low
calibre & men of
straw."

Shortage of Sustained Efforts

M.S. Reddy

The educational journey of stu-
dents from poor and middle-class
backgrounds is shaped by a blend of
aspiration, anxiety, and persistent
barriers. For many, education is not
merely a pathway to knowledge but
the only viable route to economic
mobility and social advancement.
Yet, this journey is fraught with
structural and financial challenges
that demand urgent attention.
Mounting Financial Pressures

The rising cost of higher educa-
tion—especially in professional
fields such as engineering and medi-
cine—has placed an unbearable bur-
den on families. Tuition fees, hostel
expenses, and associated costs often
force households into debt, with
some even compelled to sell assets.
While education is seen as an invest-
ment in the future, the immediate
financial strain continues to deter
many deserving students from pur-
suing their ambitions.

The Changing Role of State Sup-
port

Government initiatives like fee re-
imbursement schemes once played a
transformative role in enabling ac-
cess to higher education for econom-
ically weaker sections. These
schemes opened doors to profession-
al courses and triggered significant
social mobility. However, recent mod-
ifications, funding gaps, and imple-
mentation challenges have diluted
their impact, raising concerns about
equitable access.

Education Without Employment

A growing disconnect between
education and employment has deep-
ened the crisis. Many graduates
from modest backgrounds find them-
selves unemployed or underem-
ployed, unable to repay educational
loans or support their families. Ris-
ing inflation and limited job oppor-
tunities exacerbate this situation,
pushing vulnerable families into a
cycle of debt and despair.
Institutional Gaps and Gender
Progress

Despite systemic shortcomings,
higher education institutions have
made efforts to include marginalized

Education and
Social Analyst

groups. Notably, female enrollment
has seen encouraging growth, re-
flecting a gradual shift in societal at-
titudes. However, infrastructural de-
ficiencies—such as inadequate
faculty, poor hostel facilities, and
lack of basic amenities—continue to
undermine the quality of education,
particularly in government
institutions.

Awareness and Social Barriers

also widens the gap between privi-
leged and underprivileged students,
particularly in an increasingly on-
line learning environment.

Medium and Quality of Instruc-
tion

Confusion over the medium of in-
struction and inconsistent teaching
standards further complicate the
learning process. Whether in region-
al languages or English, the absence
of quality pedagogy affects compre-
hension and outcomes, leaving stu-
dents ill-prepared for competitive
environments.

The Way Forward

In several cases, lack of awareness
among parents and adverse socio-
economic conditions prevent chil-
dren from accessing education.
Child labour remains a harsh reality,
with many students dropping out to
support family incomes. Gender bias
also persists, with some families still
reluctant to educate girls, opting in-
stead for early marriages. These so-
cial constraints significantly limit
educational opportunities.

Decline of Government Schools

Government schools, which serve
as the backbone of education for
poor and middle-class families, are
witnessing a steady decline in enroll-
ment. Inadequate infrastructure,
teacher shortages, lack of sanita-
tion, and concerns over safety con-
tribute to this trend. While schemes
like midday meals address basic
needs, they are insufficient to tackle
the deeper issues of educational
poverty.

The Digital Divide

Access to technology has become
a critical factor in modern educa-
tion. Students from disadvantaged
backgrounds often lack access to
digital devices, reliable internet, and
trained educators. This digital di-
vide not only hampers learning but

Addressing these challenges re-
quires a multi-pronged approach. Fi-
nancial discipline at the household
level, combined with policy support,
can make higher education more at-
tainable. Vocational and skill-based
courses aligned with market de-
mands can enhance employability
and ensure quicker financial stabil-
ity. Governments must strengthen
fee reimbursement schemes, im-
prove infrastructure, and ensure ef-
fective monitoring of educational
institutions.

Equally important is raising
awareness about educational rights,
such as the provision for 25% reser-
vation in private schools for disad-
vantaged students. Bridging the gap
between policy and implementation
is essential to ensure that benefits
reach the intended beneficiaries.

The link between poverty and edu-
cation remains one of the most
pressing challenges of our time.
Without targeted interventions, mil-
lions of talented students risk being
left behind. Educationists, policy-
makers, and society at large must
collaborate to create an inclusive
system that nurtures potential, re-
duces inequality, and empowers the
next generation. Only then can edu-
cation truly serve as the great equal-
izer it is meant to be.

Causes Definitive Failures

Pokkuluri
Subba Rao

India does not suffer
from a shortage of ideas. It
suffers from a shortage of
follow-through. Policy after
policy is announced with
conviction, often backed by
sound intent and substan-
tial resources. Yet, the dis-
tance between announce-
ment and execution
remains India’s most per-
sistent governance deficit.
That distance is measured
not in ambition, but in
consistency.
Inconsistency

The Indian state has,
over decades, demonstrat-
ed an ability to design ex-
pansive programmes—
from welfare delivery to
infrastructure expansion.
But design is only the first
step. Outcomes depend on
whether implementation is
steady, predictable, and
sustained across time and
geography. Too often, it is
not. Schemes begin with
urgency and fade into une-
venness. Monitoring weak-
ens, priorities shift, and ac-
countability diffuses.

Take welfare delivery.
Flagship programmes in
employment, food security,
and healthcare have shown
that when execution is con-
sistent at the last mile, the
results are tangible. Leak-
ages reduce, beneficiaries
gain confidence, and sys-
tems stabilise. Conversely,
irregular implementa-
tion—delayed payments,
patchy coverage, bureau-
cratic discretion—erodes
both impact and trust. In
governance, inconsistency
is not a minor lapse; it is a
structural flaw.

Uneven Enforcement ot

Veteran
Journalist

Economic policy
Economic policy tells a
similar story. Investors
seek more than incen-
tives—they seek predicta-
bility. A stable regulatory
environment, even if con-
servative, is preferable to
frequent shifts that intro-
duce uncertainty. Retro-
spective changes, abrupt
reversals, or uneven en-
forcement send a clear sig-
nal: risk is not just market-
driven, but policy-driven.
Consistency, in this con-
text, becomes an economic
asset—one that lowers fric-
tion and encourages long-
term commitment.
Frequent Delays -
Escalation of Costs

Infrastructure offers per-
haps the most visible evi-
dence. India’s highways,
rail networks, and urban
projects do not advance on
announcements alone.
They require sustained ex-
ecution—year after year, al-
location after allocation.
Where there is continuity
in planning and oversight,
projects move. Where mo-
mentum is interrupted, de-
lays multiply and costs es-
calate. The difference is
rarely vision; it is
persistence.

Consistency
is core value

durable enterprises. Yet,
the most successful institu-
tions—public or private—
are those that have inter-
nalised consistency as a
core value. They deliver
not occasionally, but
reliably.

Sport underscores the
point with clarity. Victories
are celebrated, but they are
only the visible tip of a
long process. Champions
are produced through daily
training, structured sys-
tems, and sustained invest-
ment. Sporadic attention
yields sporadic success.
Consistent effort yields ex-
cellence.Why does consist-
ency matter so much? First,
it builds credibility. Gov-
ernments that implement
policies steadily earn pub-
lic trust; businesses that
deliver reliably retain cus-
tomers. Second, it com-
pounds outcomes. Incre-
mental gains, when
repeated, produce trans-
formative results. Third, it
strengthens resilience. Sys-
tems anchored in routine
and discipline are better
equipped to absorb shocks.
Flexibility and
Steadiness

This pattern extends be-
yond the state. In educa-
tion, the preference for last-
minute preparation
continues to undermine
deep learning. In business,
the temptation of quick re-
turns often displaces the
discipline required to build

It is important, however,
to distinguish consistency
from rigidity. Effective gov-
ernance demands the abil-
ity to adapt—to correct
course when necessary. But
adaptation without conti-
nuity leads to drift. The
challenge is to combine

flexibility with steadiness:
to refine methods without
abandoning direction.

India’s scale and diversi-
ty are often cited as reasons
for uneven outcomes.
While complexity is real,
inconsistency is not inevi-
table. It is a function of in-
stitutional design and ad-
ministrative will. Clear
timelines, measurable
benchmarks, and continu-
ous evaluation are not op-
tional—they are essential.
Rebalancing priorities
needed

For too long, India’s pub-
lic narrative has privileged
the dramatic over the dura-
ble. Announcements domi-
nate headlines; execution
rarely does. This imbal-
ance has consequences. It
creates cycles of expecta-
tion and disappointment,
ambition and under-deliv-
ery.If India is to translate
potential into performance,
it must rebalance its priori-
ties—from spectacle to sys-
tems, from intent to imple-
mentation. The journey
from announcement to ex-
ecution cannot be episodic;
it must be continuous.Suc-
cess, whether of anation or
an institution, is not an
event. It is a pattern of be-
haviour sustained over
time. Until consistency be-
comes that pattern, India’s
story will remain one of
verbosity—impressive in
scope, but incomplete in
delivery.
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Centre Forms Prasoon J
oshi-Led Panel to Strengthen
Indian Film Industry

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) has
constituted a high-level study
group under the chairmanship
of Prasar Bharati Chairman
Prasoon Joshi to recommend
measures for strengthening In-
dia's film industry and enhanc-
ing its global competitiveness.
The decision was taken during
a high-level review meeting
chaired by Union Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw. The panel
has been asked to submit its
recommendations to the minis-
try within three months.

The study group, comprising
industry experts and technol-
ogy partners, will examine the
opportunities and challenges
facing Indian cinema. Its man-
date includes identifying ways
to make Indian films more
competitive in international
markets, encouraging the
adoption of emerging technol-
ogies such as Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and virtual produc-
tion, and recommending
strategies to help filmmakers
leverage these innovations.

Another key focus area for
the committee will be improv-
ing access to institutional fi-
nance for filmmakers. The pan-
el will study the difficulties
producers face in raising funds
for film production and distri-
bution and explore alternative
financing models that can sup-
port both mainstream and in-
dependent cinema. It will also
engage with state governments
and industry stakeholders to
identify best practices and pro-
pose a comprehensive policy

framework for the long-term
growth of the sector.

Alongside the formation of
the study group, the Centre has
also introduced Model State
Cinema Regulations and circu-
lated them to all states for
adoption. Since the regulation
of cinemas and theatres falls
under the State List, different
states currently follow varying
approval processes, which the
Centre believes have slowed
the expansion of cinema infra-
structure, particularly in
smaller towns and rural areas.
The model regulations aim to
simplify permissions and pro-
mote the establishment of
more cinema halls across the
country.

The government believes
these initiatives will modern-
ise India's film ecosystem by
encouraging technological in-
novation, improving access to
finance and creating a more
uniform regulatory frame-
work. Officials expect the re-
forms to strengthen film pro-
duction, distribution and
exhibition while helping Indi-
an cinema expand its global
reach and contribute more sig-
nificantly to the country's crea-
tive economy.

Supreme Gourt Declines
Immediate Bail to Asaram
inJodhpur Rape Case

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day refused to grant immediate
interim bail to self-styled god-
man Asaram in the 2013 Jodh-
pur rape case, where he is serv-
ing a life sentence. The
90-year-old had sought bail on
medical grounds, citing age-
related health issues while
challenging the Rajasthan
High Court's order upholding
his conviction.

A bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Sheel Nagu is-
sued a notice to the Rajasthan
government on Asaram's ap-
peal and directed it to file its
response within three weeks.
The court said it would consid-
er the bail plea only after hear-
ing the state's stand or if there
is clear evidence of a serious
deterioration in his medical
condition.

The Rajasthan High Court

had earlier upheld Asaram's
conviction and life sentence for
the rape of a minor girl, while
directing him to surrender af-
ter cancelling the interim med-
ical bail granted to him. He
subsequently approached the
Supreme Court seeking relief.

During the hearing, the apex
court observed that it was not
inclined to grant immediate
bail without examining the
facts presented by the state gov-
ernment. However, it clarified
that Asaram could approach
the court again if his health
condition worsens significant-
ly before the next hearing.

With the Supreme Court
agreeing to hear his appeal, the
legal challenge to his convic-
tion will continue. Until then,
Asaram will remain in judicial
custody as the court considers
the case on its merits.

INDIA

PM Modli Holds High-Level Review Meeting WithTop
Bureaucrats, Focus on Governance Reforms

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday chaired a
high-level meeting with the
secretaries of all Central min-
istries, underscoring the gov-
ernment's continued focus on
governance reforms, policy
implementation and adminis-
trative efficiency. The meeting,
held shortly after the Prime
Minister returned from his of-
ficial visit to Seychelles,
marked his second major in-
teraction with the country's
top bureaucracy in less than
two months.

Although the government
did not immediately disclose
the details of the discussions,
officials indicated that the
meeting was expected to re-
view ongoing reform initia-
tives aimed at improving the
ease of doing business and
ease of living. The Prime Min-
ister is also believed to have
assessed the progress of key
developmental programmes
and policy measures being im-
plemented by various
ministries.

The review comes as the
Centre continues to push its
long-term vision of 'Viksit
Bharat @2047', which seeks to
transform India into a devel-

oped nation by the centenary
of its Independence. Secretar-
ies from different ministries
were expected to brief the
Prime Minister on the imple-
mentation of reforms, regula-
tory simplification and devel-
opmental initiatives under
their respective departments.
This was the second such
comprehensive meeting after a
similar interaction held on
May 21, when Prime Minister
Modi brought together Union
ministers and senior bureau-
crats to prepare regulatory
roadmaps for accelerating eco-
nomic growth and improving
governance. During that meet-
ing, he had stressed the need
for faster decision-making,
better inter-ministerial coor-
dination and efficient execu-
tion of government policies.

The latest review reflects the
government's emphasis on
monitoring policy implemen-
tation at the highest level and
ensuring that ministries re-
main aligned with national de-
velopment goals. Such interac-
tions are seen as an important
mechanism for identifying
bottlenecks, improving coordi-
nation across departments
and speeding up the execution
of flagship programmes.

With governance reforms
and administrative efficiency
remaining central to the gov-
ernment's agenda, the meeting
is expected to provide fresh
momentum to ongoing initia-
tives aimed at strengthening
public service delivery, attract-
ing investment and advancing
India's long-term economic
and developmental objectives.

Courts Must Safeguard Constitutional
Supremacy, Says CJI Surya Kant

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant has said that
courts must remain vigilant
guardians of constitutional su-
premacy, stressing that an in-
dependent judiciary is essen-
tial for protecting democracy,
the rule of law and citizens'
fundamental rights. He made
the remarks while addressing
an international judicial con-
ference in Sweden attended by
judges and legal experts from
around the world.

Justice Surya Kant said con-
stitutional courts have the re-
sponsibility of ensuring that
all organs of the State function
within the framework of the
Constitution. He noted that ju-
dicial independence is the cor-
nerstone of a healthy democ-
racy and that courts must
uphold constitutional values
without fear or favour.

Highlighting the challenges
faced by modern legal systems,
the CJI observed that rapid

technological advancements,
globalization and evolving so-
cial expectations have made
constitutional adjudication
more complex. He said courts
must strike a balance between
adapting to changing times
and remaining faithful to the
Constitution's core principles.

Justice Surya Kant also em-
phasized the importance of ju-
dicial integrity, transparency
and accountability. He called
for greater collaboration
among judiciaries across the

world to exchange best prac-
tices and strengthen justice de-
livery systems.

The CJI said that constitu-
tional courts play a vital role
in preserving democratic insti-
tutions and ensuring that gov-
ernment actions remain with-
in constitutional limits. He
added that safeguarding con-
stitutional supremacy is essen-
tial to maintaining public trust
in the judiciary and protecting
the rights and freedoms of eve-
ry citizen.

General Dhiraj Seth Assumes
Charge as India's 31st Army Ghief

General Dhiraj Seth on Tues-
day took charge as the 31st
Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS), succeeding General
Upendra Dwivedi, who retired
after more than four decades
of distinguished service in the
Indian Army. Before assuming
the top post, General Seth
served as the Vice Chief of the
Army Staff and has held sev-
eral key operational and stra-
tegic appointments during his
nearly 40-year military career.

An alumnus of the National
Defence Academy (NDA),
Khadakwasla, General Seth
was commissioned into the Ar-
moured Corps in December
1986. He is the first officer from

the Armoured Corps to be-
come Army Chief since Gen-
eral Shankar Roy Chowdhary
in 1997. Over the years, he has
commanded formations at eve-
ry level, including the South-
ern Command and South West-
ern Command, and has
extensive experience in con-
ventional operations, counter-
insurgency and capability
development.

General Seth assumes lead-
ership of the 1.3-million-strong
Indian Army at a time when
the force is undergoing rapid
modernisation, with a strong
focus on self-reliance, technol-
ogy-driven warfare, integrated
theatre commands and en-

hanced border preparedness.
Defence officials believe his
operational expertise and em-
phasis on future-ready mili-
tary capabilities will help
drive the Army's ongoing
transformation.

After taking charge, General
Seth paid tribute at the Nation-
al War Memorial, while outgo-
ing Army Chief General Upen-
dra Dwivedi expressed
confidence in his successor's
leadership. The change of com-
mand marks a significant tran-
sition as the Army continues
to strengthen its operational
readiness and adapt to evolv-
ing security challenges.

Kerala Private Bus Operators Announce
Indefinite Protest Over Free Travel Scheme

Private bus operators in Ker-
ala have announced an indefi-
nite protest from July 20, alleg-
ing that the state's free travel
scheme for women on Kerala
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC) buses has severe-
ly affected their earnings and
threatened the survival of pri-
vate bus services. The agita-
tion, led by the Private Bus Op-
erators Federation, will be held
in front of the State Secretariat
in Thiruvananthapuram.

The controversy centres
around the 'Priyadarshini'
scheme, introduced under the
state government's Indira

Guarantee Scheme, which of-
fers free travel for women on
3,125 ordinary KSRTC buses.
According to the Transport De-
partment, the initiative has en-
couraged an additional five
lakh women to use state-run
bus services. However, private
operators claim that the
scheme has resulted in a sharp
decline in passenger numbers
and revenue.

Bus operators have also
raised concerns over worsen-
ingfinancial conditions. In Pal-
akkad, drivers and conductors
alleged that their daily wages
have been reduced to around

600, triggering protests by
transport workers.
Responding to the issue, Ker-
ala Transport Minister C.P.
John acknowledged the chal-
lenges faced by private opera-
tors and said the government
would hold discussions with
stakeholders to find a solution.
He noted that the state had al-
ready reduced the motor vehi-
cle tax on private buses by 59%
to provide relief and suggested
operators explore additional
revenue through advertising,
similar to KSRTC. He also pro-
posed better route coordina-
tion to minimise direct compe-

tition between private and
state-run buses.

Despite the government's as-
surance of dialogue, private
bus operators remain firm on

their decision to go ahead with
the protest unless concrete
measures are announced to
protect the sector's financial
viability.
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Rajnath Singh Unveils DFP-2026
to Fast-Track DRDO Projects and
Boost Defence Innovation

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has launched the Delega-
tion of Financial Powers to
DRDO (DFP-2026), a major re-
form aimed at improving the
efficiency, accountability and
timely execution of strategic
research and development
(R&D) projects undertaken by
the Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO). The new framework is
expected to streamline finan-
cial decision-making and accel-
erate the development of indig-
enous defence technologies.

According to the Ministry of
Defence, DFP-2026 significantly
enhances financial and func-
tional powers at various levels
within the Department of De-
fence R&D. The revised frame-
work is designed to reduce pro-
cedural delays, enabling DRDO
to execute critical defence pro-
jects more efficiently while en-
suring greater accountability
in the utilisation of financial
resources.

Speaking at the launch, Ra-
jnath Singh said the reform
would facilitate the faster pro-
duction and induction of ad-
vanced defence systems, plat-
forms and technologies into the
Armed Forces. He also noted
that the framework would
strengthen collaboration be-
tween DRDO, industry and aca-
demic institutions, reinforcing
the government's vision of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat by promot-
ing self-reliance in defence
technology and enhancing In-
dia's overall defence
preparedness.

The revised financial frame-

work introduces dedicated pro-
visions for trial campaigns,
testing and evaluation activi-
ties, along with the authority to
sanction pre-project R&D ini-
tiatives. It also clearly defines
financial powers related to
grants for Extra-Mural Re-
search Projects, Defence Inno-
vation Accelerator-Centres of
Excellence (DIA-CoEs) and
Technology Development Fund
(TDF) projects, ensuring
smoother implementation of
innovation-driven
programmes.

The reform comes at a time
when DRDO is working on sev-
eral high-priority projects, in-
cluding the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA), Pro-
ject Kusha, the Agni missile se-
ries and the Netra Airborne
Early Warning and Control
System. Officials believe the
enhanced financial autonomy
under DFP-2026 will help speed
up these programmes and im-
prove coordination across re-
search, development and pro-
duction stages.

Senior defence officials, in-
cluding Chief of Defence Staff
General N.S. Raja Subramani,
Defence Secretary and DRDO
Chairman Rajesh Kumar Sin-
gh, and other top ministry of-
ficials attended the launch
event. The government be-
lieves the new framework will
strengthen India's defence in-
novation ecosystem, reduce
project timelines and acceler-
ate the delivery of cutting-edge
technologies to the armed forc-
es, further enhancing the coun-
try's strategic capabilities.

11-Year-0ld Dies After Tree
Crashes Onto School Bus
in Mumbai's Chembur

An 11-year-old student lost
his life and four others were
injured after a large tree col-
lapsed onto a school bus in
Mumbai's Chembur area on
Tuesday afternoon. The ac-
cident occurred on Road No.
11 while the bus, carrying 12
students, was on its way to
school. Heavy rains and
strong winds are suspected
to have caused the tree to
fall.

According to officials, the
impact crushed the front
portion of the bus. The con-
ductor, local residents and
emergency responders
quickly launched a rescue
operation and evacuated the
children before the Mumbai
Fire Brigade reached the
spot. Five injured students
were rushed to Zen Hospital
for treatment. Doctors de-
clared 11-year-old Vihan
Shrivastav dead due to criti-
cal injuries, while the re-
maining four children are

reported to be in stable
condition.

The incident has triggered
concerns over public safety
during the monsoon season.
Residents alleged that they
had repeatedly urged the Br-
ihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) to trim or
remove ageing trees in the
area, warning that a similar
incident had occurred earli-
er. They claimed no preven-
tive action was taken despite
repeated complaints.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast heavy rainfall and thun-
derstorms in Mumbai and
its suburbs, prompting au-
thorities to advise residents
toremain cautious. Officials
are investigating the inci-
dent while civic authorities
are expected to review the
condition of old trees across
vulnerable areas to prevent
similar tragedies during the
ongoing monsoon.
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Bangladesh’s Strategic Shift Towards China Raises Security Goncerns for India

RAVI PODILI

Bangladesh, a nation whose inde-
pendence was achieved with India's
decisive support in 1971, is increas-
ingly moving closer to China and Pa-
kistan, triggering fresh strategic and
security concerns in New Delhi.
Since the fall of the government led
by Sheikh Hasina in 2024 and the for-
mation of an interim administration
after she sought refuge in India, Dha-
ka's foreign policy has undergone a
significant shift, with a noticeable
rise in moves perceived as unfriend-
ly towards India.

The recent visit of Bangladesh
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman to
China has further intensified these
concerns. During the visit, Bangla-
desh and China signed 17 agree-

ments, many of which are viewed by
Indian strategic observers as having
potential implications for India's re-
gional security. One of the major de-
velopments was the revival of the
proposed Bangladesh-Myanmar-Chi-
na Economic Corridor, a project that
could enhance China's strategic
presence in South Asia.

Chinese President Xi Jinping re-
portedly placed special emphasis on
expanding China's role in Bangla-
desh's maritime infrastructure. Chi-
na has announced plans to modern-
ize the strategically important
Chittagong Port while discussions
were also held to develop Mongla
Port into a major regional hub.

A particularly significant develop-
ment is Bangladesh's decision to can-
cel an earlier agreement with India

concerning land adjacent to Mongla
Port. In 2015, during Sheikh Hasina's
tenure, nearly 110 acres near the port
had been allotted to an Indian devel-
oper for establishing an Indian Eco-
nomic Zone. However, the interim
government led by Younis Ahmed
reportedly revoked the agreement
last October, citing delays in project
implementation, and has now allo-
cated the same land to China.

Indian analysts view this as part
of China's broader regional mari-
time strategy. Beijing has already
secured a significant presence at Pa-
kistan's Gwadar Port and Sri Lanka's
Hambantota Port. With its expand-
ing role in Chittagong and now
Mongla, China is strengthening its
influence across the northern Indian
Ocean.

Mongla Port's proximity to India
is of particular concern. Located
just about 188 kilometres from Kol-
kata Port, it could potentially pro-
vide China with greater access to
monitor maritime activities along
India's eastern coastline and the Bay
of Bengal. Security experts believe
enhanced Chinese infrastructure in
Bangladesh may increase surveil-
lance capabilities over India's east-
ern naval operations and the north-
eastern region.

Further concerns have emerged
over reports that Bangladesh is con-
sidering Chinese participation in the
Teesta River project in northern
Bangladesh. The project lies close to
the strategically vital Siliguri Cor-
ridor, often referred to as India's
"Chicken's Neck," which connects

Israel Says Troops Will Stay in Southern Lebanon Until Hezbollah Is Disarmed

Israel has said it has no inten-
tion of occupying Lebanese terri-
tory permanently but insists that
its troops will remain deployed in
southern Lebanon until Hezbol-
lah is fully disarmed. The state-
ment, made by Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz, comes amid
growing debate over a newly pro-
posed security framework be-
tween Israel and Lebanon aimed
at ending months of cross-border
hostilities.

Speaking after the announce-
ment of the framework agree-
ment, Katz stressed that Israel
has "no territorial ambitions" in
Lebanon. However, he main-
tained that the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) would not withdraw
until the security threat posed by
Hezbollah is eliminated. Accord-
ing to Israeli officials, the contin-
ued military presence is intended
to ensure the safety of communi-
ties along Israel's northern bor-
der and prevent the Iran-backed
militant group from rebuilding
its military infrastructure.

The framework agreement,
brokered with US involvement,

outlines a process under which
the Lebanese state would gradu-
ally assume full control over
southern Lebanon while working
toward the disarmament of Hez-
bollah. It also envisages the even-
tual withdrawal of Israeli forces
once security conditions are met
and the Lebanese Armed Forces
establish effective control in the
region.

However, the proposal has
faced strong opposition from
Hezbollah. The group's leader-
ship has categorically rejected
any plan requiring it to surren-
der its weapons, arguing that its
armed wing remains essential
for defending Lebanon against
Israeli military action. Hezbollah

has also accused the Lebanese
government of compromising
national sovereignty by consider-
ing the agreement.

The differing positions have
raised concerns among analysts,
who warn that implementing the
agreement could prove extremely
difficult. Many believe the Leba-
nese government lacks the politi-
cal authority and military capac-
ity to force Hezbollah to disarm,
making the conditions for an Is-
raeli withdrawal challenging to
fulfil. Some experts have cau-
tioned that the arrangement
could result in a prolonged Israe-
li military presence in southern
Lebanon rather than bringing a
lasting resolution to the conflict.

Meanwhile, diplomatic efforts
continue to prevent renewed
fighting along the Israel-Lebanon
border. Senior US military and
diplomatic officials have held
separate meetings with Lebanese
leaders and Israeli representa-
tives in an effort to advance the
framework and reduce regional
tensions. Both sides have ex-
pressed support for avoiding fur-
ther escalation, although major
differences remain over the fu-
ture of Hezbollah and the timeta-
ble for Israeli troop withdrawal.

The proposed framework
marks one of the most signifi-
cant diplomatic initiatives be-
tween Israel and Lebanon in dec-
ades. Yet with Israel insisting on
Hezbollah's disarmament before
any withdrawal and Hezbollah
firmly rejecting that demand, the
path to implementation remains
uncertain. For now, Israeli forces
are expected to remain in south-
ern Lebanon while negotiations
continue, leaving the region in a
fragile state despite ongoing in-
ternational mediation efforts.

What Is a Heat Dome? Understanding the Weather
Phenomenon Driving Extreme Temperatures Worldwide

As record-breaking temper-
atures continue to affect sev-
eral parts of the world, mete-
orologists are drawing
attention to a weather phe-
nomenon known as a heat
dome, which is responsible for
many prolonged and intense
heatwaves. Experts say these
events are becoming more fre-
quent and severe as global
temperatures rise due to cli-
mate change.

A heat dome forms when a
strong, slow-moving high-
pressure system settles over a
region and traps hot air near
the Earth's surface. The high-
pressure system acts like a lid,
preventing the hot air from es-
caping. As the trapped air is
compressed, temperatures
continue to rise, often result-
ing in several days of unusu-
ally hot and dry weather. Clear
skies associated with the sys-
tem also allow more sunlight
to reach the ground, further
increasing surface
temperatures.

Climate scientists explain
that while heat domes are nat-
urally occurring weather
events, global warming has

made them more dangerous.
Rising average temperatures
mean that when a heat dome
develops, it starts with a
warmer baseline, making
heatwaves more intense and
longer-lasting. Research indi-
cates that human-driven cli-
mate change has increased
both the frequency and sever-
ity of extreme heat events
across many regions of the
world.The impact of heat
domes extends far beyond un-
comfortable temperatures. Ex-
tended periods of extreme
heat can trigger droughts, in-
crease the risk of wildfires,
strain electricity grids and re-
duce agricultural productivity.
Human health is also signifi-

cantly affected, particularly
among older adults, children,
outdoor workers and people
with existing medical condi-
tions. High nighttime temper-
atures are especially danger-
ous because they prevent the
body from recovering after ex-
tremely hot days.During the
first half of 2026, several re-
gions, including parts of the
United States, Europe and In-
dia, experienced unusually in-
tense heat linked to heat dome
conditions. In Europe, temper-
atures climbed close to 40 de-
grees Celsius in multiple coun-
tries, prompting health alerts,
school closures and emergen-
cy measures. Similar condi-
tions have also contributed to

prolonged heatwaves in North
America and parts of Asia.Ex-
perts recommend taking extra
precautions during heat dome
events. Staying hydrated,
avoiding outdoor activities
during the hottest hours of the
day, wearing lightweight cloth-
ing and seeking air-condi-
tioned or shaded environ-
ments can significantly reduce
the risk of heat-related illness-
es. Authorities also encourage
people to regularly check on
elderly relatives, neighbours
and other vulnerable individu-
als during prolonged periods
of extreme heat.

Scientists warn that unless
global greenhouse gas emis-
sions are reduced, heat domes
and the extreme heat they pro-
duce are likely to become in-
creasingly common in the
years ahead. While weather
forecasting has improved, lim-
iting the long-term impact of
these events will require
broader efforts to address cli-
mate change, strengthen pub-
lic health systems and im-
prove urban planning to better
withstand rising
temperatures.

Bangladesh Measles Outbreak Crosses 1 Lakh Suspected Cases, Death Toll Climbs to 716

Bangladesh is battling one of
its worst measles outbreaks in
recent history, with the number
of suspected infections crossing
100,000 and the overall death toll
rising to 716, according to the
country's Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS).
Health authorities say the out-
break continues to spread rap-
idly despite ongoing vaccina-
tion drives and emergency
response measures.

In the latest update, officials
reported 1,004 new suspected
measles cases within 24 hours,
taking the cumulative nation-
wide tally to 100,211. During the
same period, 141 laboratory-
confirmed infections were re-
corded, pushing the total num-
ber of confirmed cases to 11,851.
Four more children also died
from measles or measles-like
symptoms, increasing the total
death toll to 716, including 93
laboratory-confirmed deaths.

The outbreak has placed
enormous pressure on Bangla-
desh's healthcare system. Since
April 10, more than 83,800 pa-
tients with suspected measles
have been admitted to hospitals

across the country. Of these,
over 80,000 have recovered and
been discharged, while thou-
sands continue to receive treat-
ment. Hospitals in several re-
gions have struggled to cope
with the surge in patients, par-
ticularly young children.Health
officials say the outbreak has
affected 58 of Bangladesh's 64
districts, making it one of the
largest nationwide disease out-
breaks in recent years. Dhaka
has recorded the highest num-
ber of suspected infections, fol-
lowed by Rajshahi, Chattogram
and Khulna. Many cases have
been reported from densely pop-
ulated urban settlements,
where overcrowding and gaps
in vaccination coverage have

accelerated transmission.Chil-
dren under the age of five re-
main the worst affected. Ac-
cording to health authorities,
they account for nearly 79% of
reported infections, with most
severe cases occurring among
children who had not received
the recommended measles vac-
cinations. Infants below nine
months, who are often too
young for routine immunisa-
tion, have also been particularly
vulnerable during the outbreak.
To contain the spread, the Bang-
ladeshi government launched a
nationwide measles-rubella
(MR) vaccination campaign in
April, targeting young children
in high-risk districts. Authori-
ties have also intensified dis-

ease surveillance, expanded
testing and strengthened hospi-
tal preparedness to improve
case detection and treatment.
The World Health Organization
(WHO) has classified the situa-
tion as a high national public
health risk, citing widespread
transmission and immunity
gaps among children.Measles is
a highly contagious viral dis-
ease that spreads through res-
piratory droplets and can lead
to serious complications, in-
cluding pneumonia, encephali-
tis and death, especially among
young children. Health experts
stress that vaccination remains
the most effective protection
against the disease and contin-
ue to urge parents to ensure
their children receive both rec-
ommended doses of the measles
vaccine.

As Bangladesh races to con-
tain the outbreak, public health
officials warn that sustained
vaccination efforts, improved
surveillance and community
awareness will be critical to
preventing further infections
and reducing the rising death

toll.
( 1 o

the northeastern states with the rest
of the country. Any significant Chi-
nese presence near this corridor is
viewed as a matter of strategic sen-
sitivity. As China's footprint grows in
Bangladesh, India may need to de-
vote additional military and surveil-
lance resources along its eastern
frontier and the Bay of Bengal, com-
plementing its existing focus on the
borders with China and Pakistan.
However, India has also strength-
ened its own strategic posture in the
region. In response to China's ex-
panding maritime influence, New
Delhi has developed strategic part-
nerships around the Indian Ocean,
including operational access to My-
anmar's Sittwe Port, Oman's Dugm
Port, and Indonesia's Sabang Port.
Simultaneously, India continues to

upgrade the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands into a major military and
maritime hub.Defence analysts be-
lieve that while the emerging China-
Pakistan-Bangladesh alignment pre-
sents new geopolitical challenges,
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India remains focused on countering
these developments through
strengthened border security, mari-
time partnerships, diplomatic en-
gagement, and advanced defence
capabilities.

NASA Satellite Images Reveal Massive
Destruction as Venezuela Earthquakes
Damage Nearly 58,000 Buildings

Fresh satellite images re-
leased by NASA have revealed
the devastating scale of de-
struction caused by the power-
ful twin earthquakes that
struck Venezuela last week. Ac-
cording to a preliminary as-
sessment based on satellite ra-
dar data, nearly 58,870 buildings
were likely damaged or de-
stroyed, highlighting the enor-
mous humanitarian challenge
facing the South American
nation.

The earthquakes, measuring
7.2 and 7.5 in magnitude, struck
within seconds of each other on
June 24, making them the
strongest to hit Venezuela in
more than a century. The disas-
ter has claimed the lives of
more than 1,700 people, while
thousands remain missing and
rescue teams continue search-
ing for survivors beneath col-
lapsed buildings.

NASA said its satellite sys-
tems are playing a crucial role
in disaster response by provid-
ing high-resolution imagery
and radar data that allow emer-
gency agencies to identify heav-
ily affected areas. The assess-
ment was prepared using radar
images captured by the Euro-
pean Space Agency's Sentinel-1
satellite and analysed by re-
searchers Corey Scher and Ja-
mon Van Den Hoek of Oregon
State University. The findings
are expected to help authorities
prioritise rescue operations
and plan relief efforts more

effectively.

The worst-hit areas include
the coastal state of La Guaira,
where entire neighbourhoods
have been reduced to rubble.
Roads, public infrastructure
and residential buildings suf-
fered extensive damage, leaving
thousands of families home-
less. Rescue workers from sev-
eral countries have joined local
emergency personnel in search-
ing for survivors, while human-
itarian organisations are pro-
viding food, medical aid and
temporary shelter to displaced
residents.

Experts believe the number
of damaged buildings could in-
crease as more detailed inspec-
tions are carried out. Engineers
have also warned that many
structures may remain unsafe
due to hidden structural dam-
age, posing additional risks to
residents returning to their
homes. The satellite-based as-
sessment offers only an initial
estimate and will be refined as
ground surveys continue.

The disaster has also placed

enormous pressure on Vene-
zuela's healthcare system. Sev-
eral hospitals and medical fa-
cilities have either been
damaged or are operating un-
der severe strain as they strug-
gle to treat thousands of in-
jured people. Health authorities
are also monitoring the risk of
disease outbreaks in over-
crowded shelters housing dis-
placed families.

As rescue and recovery ef-
forts continue, international
support has begun flowing into
Venezuela, with multiple coun-
tries and aid agencies offering
assistance. NASA's satellite im-
agery is expected to remain a
vital tool in assessing the full
extent of the devastation and
guiding reconstruction efforts
in the weeks ahead. While the
immediate priority remains
saving lives, the latest findings
underscore the enormous re-
building challenge that lies
ahead for a nation grappling
with one of the worst natural
disasters in its modern
history.

UAE Launches First Passenger Train Service as
Etihad Rail Connects Abu Dhabi and Fujairah

The United Arab Emirates
has marked a major milestone
in its transportation history
with the launch of its first in-
ter-emirate passenger train
service, operated by Etihad
Rail. The inaugural service be-
tween Abu Dhabi and Fujairah
has generated tremendous
public interest, with more than
10,000 tickets sold even before
the official launch, reflecting
strong demand for the coun-
try's long-awaited national
railway network.

The first scheduled train de-
parted Fujairah Station at 5:34
am and arrived at Mohamed
bin Zayed City Station in Abu
Dhabi in approximately 1 hour
and 45 minutes. Running at
speeds of up to 200 kmph, the
service significantly reduces
travel time between the two
emirates while offering pas-
sengers a comfortable alterna-
tive to road transport.

During the introductory
phase, three daily services will
operate in each direction. Tick-
et prices begin at AED 55 for
Comfort Class and AED 120 for
Premium Class. Passengers
can book tickets through the
Etihad Rail mobile application
and the company's official web-
site. The trains are equipped
with modern amenities, in-
cluding complimentary Wi-Fi,
charging ports, spacious seat-
ing, overhead luggage storage
and dedicated areas for larger
baggage, making the journey
convenient for both business
and leisure travellers.

The launch represents the
first phase of the UAE's ambi-
tious passenger rail project. In
the coming months, the net-
work will expand further with
the opening of stations in

Dubai and Al Dhaid on Sep-
tember 30, followed by stations
in the Al Dhafra region later
this year. The final phase, in-
cluding the Sharjah station, is
expected to be completed by
March 2027, ultimately con-
necting 11 cities and regions
across the UAE.

Officials say the railway is
designed to transform domes-
tic travel by offering a faster,
safer and more environmen-
tally friendly mode of trans-
portation. The service is ex-
pected to benefit daily
commuters, tourists and busi-
ness travellers while easing
road congestion and support-
ing the country's sustainabili-
ty goals. The stations have also
been integrated with local pub-
lic transport networks, allow-
ing passengers to seamlessly
connect with buses, taxis and
other mobility services upon
arrival.

Each of the 13 passenger

trains can accommodate up to
400 travellers, with the fleet de-
signed to deliver a modern
travel experience. The scenic
route between Abu Dhabi and
Fujairah passes through de-
sert landscapes and mountain
terrain, offering passengers
views rarely seen from the
country's highways.

The launch of Etihad Rail's
passenger service is consid-
ered one of the UAE's most sig-
nificant infrastructure
achievements in recent years.
Beyond improving connectivi-
ty between emirates, the pro-
ject is expected to boost tour-
ism, encourage economic
growth and strengthen region-
al mobility. With additional
routes set to become operation-
al over the coming months, the
national railway network is
poised to redefine travel across
the UAE and establish rail as a
key component of the coun-
try's future transport system.
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Indian equity markets end-
ed lower on Tuesday, with
benchmark indices coming
under pressure amid heavy
selling in information tech-
nology (IT) stocks on the
monthly derivatives expiry
day. The BSE Sensex declined
around 250 points to close at
76,478.67, while the NSE Nif-
ty50 slipped 80.5 points to set-
tle at 23,865.75, ending below
the crucial 23,900 mark.

The markets started the ses-
sion on a positive note, sup-
ported by encouraging global
cues. However, gains proved
short-lived as investors
booked profits in IT shares,
dragging the benchmarks into
negative territory. Weak senti-
ment in the technology sector
was largely driven by con-

cerns that higher interest
rates in the United States
could weigh on corporate
technology spending, affect-
ing Indian IT companies that
derive a significant share of
their revenue from overseas
clients.

Among the sectoral indices,
Nifty IT emerged as the worst
performer, with heavyweights
such as Infosys, TCS, HCLTech
and Wipro witnessing signifi-
cant selling pressure. Auto
stocks also remained under
pressure after the Delhi gov-
ernment's new Electric Vehi-
cle Policy 2026-30 sparked con-
cerns over the future demand
outlook for conventional two-
wheelers. Eicher Motors was
among the notable losers, as
investors worried about Royal

Enfield's relatively limited
presence in the electric motor-
cycle segment.

LCONOMY

Despite Tuesday's decline,
market experts noted that the
overall performance during

Calcutta Stock Exchange Shares Rally on Revival
Buzz, But Experts Urge Investors to Stay Cautious

Shares of the Calcutta Stock
Exchange (CSE) traded in the
unlisted market have wit-
nessed a sharp rally after the
West Bengal government an-
nounced plans to revive the
century-old bourse. While the
development has sparked opti-
mism among investors, market
experts remain cautious, warn-
ing that significant regulatory,
technological and commercial
challenges must be overcome
before any revival becomes a
reality.

The renewed interest in CSE
followed the state government's
announcement during the re-
cent budget presentation,
where it expressed its inten-
tion to bring the exchange back
into active operation. The pro-
posal has fuelled buying activ-
ity in the unlisted market, with
CSE shares rising from around

1,500 on June 21 to nearly 1,800

by June 30. Some trading plat-
forms have even quoted prices
close to 2,000 per share, al-
though transaction volumes
remain relatively low.

The Calcutta Stock Ex-
change, one of India's oldest
stock exchanges, has not con-
ducted equity trading since
April 2013 after regulatory ac-
tion by the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI).
In February 2025, the exchange
applied for voluntary exit, and
SEBI initiated the process by
appointing a valuer. However,
no final decision has yet been
taken on the application. Fol-
lowing the state's revival pro-
posal, CSE is now expected to
withdraw its exit request.

Despite the surge in investor
interest, analysts believe reviv-
ing the exchange will be a dif-
ficult task. Any proposal would
require SEBI's approval and

substantial investments in
modern trading infrastructure,
technology and regulatory
compliance. Experts also point
out that attracting meaningful
trading volumes would be a
major challenge, given the
overwhelming dominance of
the National Stock Exchange
(NSE) and the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) in India's eq-
uity markets.

Another concern is the ex-
change's commercial viability.
Market participants argue that
simply reopening the platform
may not be enough unless CSE
can develop a unique business
model that differentiates it
from larger competitors. With-
out sufficient liquidity and in-
vestor participation, sustain-
ing operations could prove
difficult despite government
backing.

While the exchange's report-

ed book value per share is
above 3,000, experts caution
that investors should not rely
solely on this figure when valu-
ing the stock. Unlisted shares
often experience sharp price
swings due to limited trading
activity, making them inher-
ently risky investments. The
recent rally, they say, appears to
be driven more by optimism
than by any confirmed opera-
tional progress.

For now, the proposed revival
remains at an early stage. The
future of the Calcutta Stock Ex-
change will largely depend on
regulatory approvals, success-
ful infrastructure upgrades
and its ability to attract partici-
pants in an increasingly com-
petitive market. Until concrete
steps are taken, analysts advise
investors to remain cautious
despite the recent surge in un-
listed share prices.

Mann Fleet Partners Files IPO Papers, Plans to Use
Funds for Debt Repayment and Business Expansion

New Delhi-based mobility
solutions provider Mann Fleet
Partners has filed its draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP)
with the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
to raise capital through an ini-
tial public offering (IPO). The
company intends to use a sig-
nificant portion of the pro-
ceeds to reduce its debt while
also strengthening its opera-
tions and supporting future
growth.

The proposed IPO consists
of a fresh issue of 60.12 lakh
equity shares along with an of-
fer for sale (OFS) of 19.1 lakh
shares by existing sharehold-
ers. While the fresh issue will
bring new capital into the com-
pany, the OFS will allow some
existing investors to partially
reduce their holdings. Accord-
ing to the draft documents, the
promoter group, led by the
Mann family, currently owns
96.61% of the company's equi-
ty, with public shareholders
holding the remaining stake.

Mann Fleet Partners plans
to utilise the net proceeds from
the fresh issue primarily for
the prepayment or repayment
of outstanding borrowings.
The company believes reduc-
ing its debt burden will
strengthen its balance sheet,
lower finance costs and im-
prove its financial flexibility
as it expands its operations.
The remaining funds will be

used for general corporate pur-
poses, including business de-
velopment and operational
requirements.

Established as a provider of
premium mobility solutions,
Mann Fleet Partners offers a
wide range of transportation
services to corporate clients,
government departments, em-
bassies, travel agencies and
event management companies.
The company operates a fleet
of more than 364 owned vehi-
cles, catering to corporate trav-
el, chauffeur-driven rentals,
airport transfers and large-
scale event transportation. It
also serves international cli-
ents through a vendor network
spanning cities such as Lon-
don, New York, Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Colombo and Jeddah.

Over the years, the company

has built a reputation for han-
dling transportation require-
ments for high-profile events
and VIP delegations. Its client
base includes multinational
corporations, government or-
ganisations and diplomatic
missions, giving it a diversi-
fied revenue stream and a
strong presence in the organ-
ised mobility segment.

The IPO comes at a time
when India's organised mobil-
ity and corporate travel indus-
try is witnessing steady
growth, driven by increasing
business travel, tourism and
demand for professional trans-
portation services. Industry
experts believe companies
with established fleets, tech-
nology-driven operations and
long-term corporate relation-
ships are well positioned to

benefit from this trend. How-
ever, investors are also expect-
ed to closely evaluate the com-
pany's financial performance,
debt levels and future growth
strategy before making invest-
ment decisions.

The IPO's issue price, open-
ing date and listing schedule
are yet to be announced. Once
approved by SEBI, Mann Fleet
Partners is expected to proceed
with the public offering, giving
investors an opportunity to
participate in the growth of
one of India's established cor-
porate mobility service provid-
ers. With debt reduction and
operational strengthening at
the core of its fundraising
plan, the company hopes the
IPO will provide a solid foun-
dation for its next phase of

expansion.
( 1 ) [ ]

June remained positive. The
Sensex gained over 2% during
the month, while the Nifty
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Sensex Falls 249 Points, Nifty Slips Below 23,900 as IT Stocks Lead Market Decline

also posted healthy gains, sup-
ported by easing crude oil
prices, measures announced
by the Reserve Bank of India
to strengthen the rupee and
improve foreign capital in-
flows, and resilience in bank-
ing and financial stocks.
Analysts believe investors
are now closely watching sev-
eral key factors that could de-
termine the market's near-
term direction. These include
the start of the first-quarter
earnings season, global inter-
est rate expectations, foreign
institutional investor (FII) ac-
tivity, monsoon progress and
international crude oil prices.
With monthly expiry-related
volatility behind them, atten-
tion is expected to shift toward
corporate earnings and mac-

roeconomic indicators.

The Indian rupee also weak-
ened for the second straight
session, ending 13 paise lower
at 94.66 against the US dollar,
reflecting cautious investor
sentiment amid global
uncertainties.

While Tuesday's session
ended on a subdued note, mar-
ket participants remain opti-
mistic about the medium-term
outlook. Analysts believe
strong domestic fundamen-
tals, continued policy support
and improving corporate
earnings could help Indian eq-
uities regain momentum in
the coming weeks, though in-
vestors are likely to remain
selective amid global econom-
ic uncertainties and sector-
specific headwinds.

India’s Economic Growth Moderates, but Strong
Domestic Demand Keeps Recoveryon Track: HSBC

India's economic growth is
showing signs of moderation
after a period of robust expan-
sion, but strong domestic de-
mand continues to support the
country's overall growth trajec-
tory, according to a recent re-
port by HSBC. The global fi-
nancial services firm believes
that while certain sectors are
witnessing a slowdown, resil-
ient consumer spending, gov-
ernment investment and
healthy domestic activity are
likely to keep the economy on a
stable growth path.

HSBC's latest assessment in-
dicates that the pace of eco-
nomic expansion has eased
compared to previous quarters,
reflecting weaker external de-
mand and a gradual cooling in
manufacturing activity. How-
ever, the report highlights that
India's domestic economy re-
mains relatively insulated
from global uncertainties due
to its large consumer base and
sustained public spending on
infrastructure and develop-
ment projects.

One of the key factors sup-
porting the economy is resil-
ient domestic consumption.
Strong household spending,
particularly in urban areas,
has continued to drive demand
for goods and services despite
inflationary pressures. The re-
port also points to healthy ac-
tivity in the services sector, in-
cluding financial services,
hospitality and retail, which
has played a crucial role in
maintaining economic
momentum.

Government capital expendi-
ture has emerged as another
major growth driver. Contin-
ued investments in roads, rail-
ways, airports and other infra-

structure projects have
generated employment oppor-
tunities while supporting de-
mand for industries such as ce-
ment, steel and construction.
HSBC noted that these invest-
ments are helping offset weak-
er global trade and export-re-
lated challenges.

The report also observed that
inflation has gradually eased
compared to previous highs,
providing some relief to con-
sumers and businesses. Al-
though food prices remain vol-
atile due to weather-related
factors, overall inflation has
stayed within a manageable
range, allowing the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) greater
flexibility in balancing growth
and price stability. Lower infla-
tion is expected to improve pur-
chasing power and support
consumption in the coming
months.

At the same time, HSBC cau-
tioned that global risks contin-
ue to pose challenges for the
Indian economy. Slower growth
in advanced economies, geopo-
litical tensions and uncertain-
ty surrounding international
trade could impact exports and
private investment. Neverthe-

less, India's relatively strong
domestic fundamentals are ex-
pected to cushion the impact of
these external headwinds.

Looking ahead, HSBC re-
mains optimistic about India's
medium-term prospects. The
report suggests that sustained
reforms, rising private con-
sumption, improving rural de-
mand and continued infra-
structure spending will help
maintain economic expansion
even if the pace of growth mod-
erates slightly. Analysts believe
that India's structural
strengths—including its young
workforce, expanding digital
economy and growing manu-
facturing base—will continue
to support long-term
development.

While the economy may no
longer be growing at the rapid
pace seen earlier, HSBC's out-
look indicates that India's
growth story remains intact.
Strong domestic demand, poli-
cy support and resilient eco-
nomic fundamentals are ex-
pected to help the country
navigate global uncertainties
and maintain its position as
one of the world's fastest-grow-
ing major economies.

India’s Flex-Fuel Push May Have Limited Impact
as EVAdoptionAccelerates, Says Bernstein

India's ambitious plan to ex-
pand the use of flex-fuel vehi-
cles may deliver only modest
economic benefits as electric
vehicles (EVs) continue to gain
momentum, according to a re-
port by global brokerage Bern-
stein. While the country is ex-
pected to make further
progress in ethanol blending,
the report argues that invest-
ing heavily in a nationwide
flex-fuel ecosystem may not
provide returns proportionate
to the cost involved.

India achieved its target of
20% ethanol blending in petrol
ahead of schedule and is now
expected to increase the blend-
ing ratio to between 25% and
27% by 2030. Bernstein believes
this goal is technically achiev-
able, particularly for newer ve-
hicles. However, it questions
whether expanding to high-eth-
anol fuels such as E85 through
large-scale flex-fuel infrastruc-
ture is economically justified
at a time when EVs are becom-
ing increasingly competitive.

According to the brokerage,
even under an optimistic sce-
nario, higher ethanol blending
and flex-fuel vehicles together
would reduce India's crude oil
imports by only about 4-5% by
the end of the decade. More im-
portantly, flex-fuel passenger
vehicles themselves are expect-
ed to contribute just 1-1.5 per-
centage points of those sav-
ings, with the majority coming
from higher ethanol blending
and the growing adoption of

EVs, hybrid vehicles and CNG-
powered models.

Bernstein also highlighted
the rapid improvements in
electric mobility. Falling bat-
tery prices, expanding charg-
ing infrastructure and lower
running costs are making EVs
increasingly attractive to con-
sumers. As the total cost of EV
ownership moves closer to that
of petrol-powered vehicles, the
brokerage believes many of the
objectives of the flex-fuel pro-
gramme—such as reducing oil
imports and lowering emis-
sions—can be achieved more
efficiently through electric
mobility.

The report also points to
practical challenges in expand-
ing ethanol use. More than 80%
of vehicles currently on Indian
roads were originally designed
for E10 fuel and may not per-
form optimally with higher
ethanol blends. In addition, In-
dia's ethanol production de-
pends heavily on sugarcane,
molasses and maize, making
supply vulnerable to poor mon-
soons and fluctuations in agri-

cultural output. Bernstein not-
ed that during a weak monsoon
in 2023, India even had to im-
port maize, raising concerns
about the long-term sustaina-
bility of ethanol production.
Drawing comparisons with
global markets, the brokerage
observed that countries such as
the United States, China and
Thailand have faced challenges
in scaling flex-fuel programmes
due to infrastructure limita-
tions and changing market dy-
namics. Brazil remains a nota-
ble exception, but Bernstein
believes India's conditions dif-
fer significantly because EV
technology is now advancing
much faster than when Brazil
built its ethanol ecosystem.
Despite its reservations,
Bernstein does not oppose In-
dia's ethanol programme. In-
stead, it recommends that poli-
cymakers continue
strengthening the existing
blending initiative while re-
maining cautious about com-
mitting large investments to a
nationwide flex-fuel network.
The brokerage suggests that
such investments would be-
come more attractive only if
crude oil prices remain consist-
ently high, second-generation
biofuels become commercially
viable or the pace of EV adop-
tion slows considerably. Until
then, Bernstein believes elec-
tric vehicles are likely to play a
bigger role than flex-fuel tech-
nology in shaping India's fu-
ture transportation landscape.
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OFF BEAT

Founder’s Honest Story Highlights the
Cost of Chasing Entrepreneurial Dreams

Leaving a secure, high-pay-
ing job to build a successful
startup is a dream shared by
many young professionals.
However, one entrepreneur's
candid account of failure has
gone viral on social media, re-
minding aspiring founders
that the startup journey can be
as unforgiving as it is
rewarding.

The tech professional, a
graduate from a premier Tier-1
college, revealed that they re-
signed from a lucrative job pay-
ing over 45 lakh per annum to
pursue entrepreneurship.
Driven by the ambition to
build something meaningful,
the individual launched two
startups. Despite months of ef-
fort, dedication, and risk-tak-
ing, both ventures failed, wip-
ing out personal savings and
leaving the founder back at
square one.

In the emotional post shared
on Reddit, the founder admit-
ted that the financial losses
were painful, but the biggest
setback was the loss of self-
confidence. They explained
that the repeated failures grad-
ually eroded their belief in

their own abilities, making it
difficult to even consider ap-
plying for jobs again.

The entrepreneur confessed
that preparing for interviews
has become mentally challeng-
ing, with self-doubt constantly
raising the question of why
any company would hire some-
one whose startups did not suc-
ceed. According to the founder,
this fear has become a signifi-
cant obstacle in rebuilding

their professional career.

The story resonated with
thousands of social media us-
ers, many of whom shared
similar experiences of failed
ventures, career breaks, and
financial setbacks. Several
commenters encouraged the
founder not to view the startup
failures as wasted years but as
valuable learning experiences
that demonstrate resilience,
leadership, and problem-solv-

ing skills.

Others pointed out that fail-
ure is an inherent part of en-
trepreneurship, noting that a
majority of startups do not
survive despite hard work and
innovative ideas. Many reas-
sured the entrepreneur that
employers increasingly value
candidates who have taken cal-
culated risks, managed teams,
and learned from setbacks.

The viral post has sparked
wider discussions about the re-
alities behind startup culture,
where success stories often re-
ceive attention while failures
remain largely invisible. The
founder's honesty has been
praised for presenting a more
balanced picture of entrepre-
neurship—one that includes
uncertainty, emotional strug-
gles, and the courage to start
over.

The story serves as a re-
minder that while entrepre-
neurship offers immense op-
portunities, it also demands
resilience. Failure, though
painful, can become a stepping
stone toward future success
when viewed as a lesson rather
than the end of the journey.
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From 345 Lakh Salaryto Startup Sethack: AmericanCouple Reveals Five Surprising

Reasons They Fell in Love With Life in India

An American couple has
captured social media's atten-
tion after sharing five unex-
pected aspects of life in India
that completely changed their
perception of the country. Sam
and Karis, who have been trav-
elling across India with their
children, posted a viral Insta-
gram video describing how the
country's culture, traditions
and sense of community made
a lasting impression on their
family.

One of the biggest surprises
for the couple was India's wel-
coming attitude towards chil-
dren. Before arriving, they had
heard concerns that travelling
with kids might be difficult. In-
stead, they discovered that
children are warmly embraced
wherever they go. According to
the couple, their kids were
treated with affection and al-
lowed to simply enjoy being
children, rather than being ex-
pected to behave quietly in
public spaces. They described
this acceptance as one of the
most heartwarming parts of
their stay.

Another unexpected experi-
ence was driving on Indian
roads. While many foreign vis-
itors find Indian traffic intimi-
dating, Sam said he actually
enjoys driving in the country.
He described every journey as
an adventure, adding that the
constantly changing road con-

ditions make each trip exciting
rather than stressful.

The couple also grew to ap-
preciate India's strong sense of
community. In many Western
countries, dropping by some-
one's home without prior no-
tice is often considered impo-
lite. In India, however,
neighbours casually visiting
each other reflects close social
bonds. Sam and Karis said
they have come to value these
spontaneous interactions,
which make everyday life feel
more connected and
welcoming.

Festivals and celebrations
also stood out during their stay.
Whether it was a major reli-
gious festival or a small family
gathering, they admired how
Indians find reasons to cele-
brate throughout the year.
They said these occasions
bring people together through
music, dance, food and laugh-
ter, creating unforgettable
memories for both adults and

children.

The final surprise was In-
dia's monsoon season. Instead
of viewing the rains as an in-
convenience, the couple said
they learned to appreciate the
slower pace of life that comes
with the season. They felt the
monsoon encouraged people to
pause, spend more time with
family and adapt naturally to
the rhythm of nature.

Their post received an over-
whelmingly positive response
online, with many Indians
thanking them for highlight-
ing these often-overlooked as-
pects of everyday life. Several
users agreed that India's
warmth, hospitality and vi-
brant culture are experiences
that visitors can truly appreci-
ate only after living in the
country. The couple's story of-
fers arefreshing reminder that
meaningful travel often lies in
embracing local traditions and
discovering joy in everyday
experiences.

Bangladesh-BornTechie Walks Away From Z9.4 Crore Google Paycheck to Build His Own Al Startup

Choosing entrepreneurship
over a highly paid corporate
career is never an easy deci-
sion, but a Bangladesh-born
technology professional has
done exactly that. After earn-
ingnearly 9.4 crore (around $1
million) annually at Google,
Yousuf Imran decided to leave
the tech giant and launch his
own artificial intelligence
startup, betting on the future
of Al innovation.

Imran's journey began when
his family moved from Bangla-
desh to New York during his
childhood. Growing up in an
immigrant household, he de-
veloped a strong work ethic

that eventually helped him
build a successful career in
Silicon Valley. Before joining
Google in 2020, he spent nearly
two decades in enterprise sales
and technology, gaining exper-
tise in helping businesses
adopt advanced AI and ma-
chine learning solutions.
Although Google offered fi-
nancial security and industry-
leading opportunities, Imran
said he increasingly felt that
the rapid growth of artificial
intelligence presented a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to
build something of his own. He
admitted experiencing a fear
of missing out as Al startups

transformed the technology
landscape, motivating him to
take the entrepreneurial leap.

Rather than resigning im-
pulsively, Imran spent months
preparing for the transition.
He reportedly saved around
$200,000 to fund his new ven-
ture for two years and kept an
additional $150,000 aside to
cover personal expenses, in-
cluding his mortgage. This fi-
nancial cushion allowed him
to focus on developing prod-
ucts without the immediate
pressure of generating
revenue.

His startup, Mangosteen Stu-
dio, is focused on building AI-

powered sales tools designed to
improve productivity for ac-
count executives and sales
teams. Imran believes his
years of experience in enter-
prise sales provide him with a
competitive advantage, ena-
bling him to solve real-world
business problems using artifi-
cial intelligence rather than
simply following industry
trends.The former Google ex-
ecutive also revealed that re-
peated layoffs across the tech-
nology sector reinforced his
belief that even prestigious
jobs offer limited long-term se-
curity. Instead of relying on
corporate stability, he chose to

‘Toxic' GEO Sparks Outrage After Allegedly Forcing
14-Hour Workdays and Publicly Humiliating Employees

A startup founder has come
under intense criticism after a
former employee shared dis-
turbing allegations about the
company's work culture, de-
scribing it as "toxic" and emo-
tionally draining. The viral
account claims the CEO rou-
tinely humiliated staff, de-
manded extremely long work-
ing hours and created an
atmosphere of fear through
constant threats and public
criticism.

According to the employee's
post, workers were expected to
put in up to 14 hours a day, of-
ten without regard for their
personal lives or well-being.
Missing deadlines or failing to
meet expectations reportedly
resulted in public reprimands
during meetings, leaving
many employees anxious and
demoralised. The former staff
member alleged that criticism

was delivered harshly rather
than constructively, making
everyday work increasingly
stressful.

The post further claimed
that the CEO frequently
threatened employees with
termination if they failed to
meet demanding performance
targets. This constant pres-
sure allegedly created a work-
place where staff members
feared making even minor
mistakes. Rather than encour-
aging collaboration or innova-
tion, the environment was de-
scribed as one driven by
intimidation and unrealistic
expectations.

In addition to the long work-
ing hours, the employee al-
leged that taking leave or re-
questing a better work-life
balance was often discour-
aged. Workers reportedly felt
compelled to remain available

beyond office hours, contribut-
ing to exhaustion and burn-
out. The former employee said
the relentless workload even-
tually affected both mental
health and overall job satisfac-
tion.The social media post
quickly gained traction,
prompting widespread discus-
sion about toxic leadership
and workplace culture in start-
ups. Many users shared simi-
lar experiences from their own
careers, saying that excessive
working hours, public humili-
ation and fear-based manage-
ment are more common than
many people realise. Several
commenters argued that no
salary or career opportunity is
worth sacrificing one's mental
health and dignity.

Others stressed that strong
leadership should inspire em-
ployees rather than intimidate
them. They pointed out that

high-performing organisa-
tions are built on trust, respect
and open communication, not
fear or constant pressure.
Many also encouraged work-
ers facing similar situations to
document inappropriate be-
haviour, seek professional sup-
port and consider healthier
workplaces if conditions fail
to improve.

Although the allegations
have not been independently
verified, the viral post has re-
ignited conversations about
employee well-being and cor-
porate accountability. It serves
as a reminder that productiv-
ity cannot be sustained
through intimidation alone
and that healthy workplace
cultures are increasingly be-
coming a priority for both em-
ployees and employers in to-
day's competitive job market.

invest in his own skills, experi-
ence and vision for the future.

Reflecting on his decision,
Imran acknowledged that leav-
ing Google meant giving up a
substantial salary and access
to cutting-edge technology re-
sources. However, he believes
the opportunity to create, inno-
vate and retain ownership of
his work outweighs the finan-
cial risks. His story has in-
spired many aspiring entre-
preneurs, serving as a
reminder that careful plan-
ning, industry expertise and
confidence can make even the
biggest career risks worth
taking.

US-Based Techie Earning X2 Crore Plans
Early Retirement in Mexico at 38, Prioritises
Financial Freedom Over Gorporate Success

For many professionals,
earning a multi-crore salary is
the ultimate career milestone.
But for Carlos Santana
Roldan, a software engineer
based in California, financial
independence—not a bigger
paycheck—is the real goal. De-
spite earning nearly 2 crore
($200,000) annually, the
38-year-old plans to retire
within the next few years and
return to his home country,
Mexico.

Roldan's career began mod-
estly in Mexico, where he
worked as a software engineer
for companies serving US cli-
ents. During the early years of
his career, he earned between
$800 and $1,500 a month. Seek-
ing better opportunities and
higher pay, he moved to the
United States in 2013, where
his career progressed steadily
through several technology
companies.

His biggest financial break-
through came while working
at Snap. Thanks to the rapid

rise in the company's stock
price, his annual compensa-
tion peaked at around $420,000
(approximately 4 crore) in
2021. However, Roldan says the
impressive income never
changed his long-term priori-
ties. Instead of spending lav-
ishly, he invested most of his
earnings in real estate pro-
jects back home in Mexico.

Over the past five years, he
has built holiday rental cabins
in Mexico and even developed
custom booking software to
manage the business. These
investments now generate
passive income, giving him
confidence that he can eventu-
ally step away from full-time
employment without compro-
mising his lifestyle.

Roldan admits that working
in the US offered tremendous
earning potential, but it also
exposed him to layoffs, visa-
related uncertainties and the
pressures of the corporate
world. These experiences en-
couraged him to focus on

building financial security
outside traditional employ-
ment. According to him, true
wealth lies in having the free-
dom to choose how you spend
your time rather than relying
on a monthly salary.

Today, most of his invest-
ments remain in Mexico,
where he hopes to spend the
next phase of his life with his
family. His immediate goal is
to complete one more holiday
rental property before leaving
software engineering for good.

Roldan's journey has reso-
nated with professionals
worldwide, especially those
pursuing the Financial Inde-
pendence, Retire Early (FIRE)
movement. His story high-
lights that high earnings
alone do not guarantee happi-
ness; disciplined investing,
long-term planning and creat-
ing multiple income streams
can offer something even
more valuable—financial free-
dom and the ability to retire
on one's own terms.
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Despite India's disappointing
exit from the ICC Women's T20
World Cup, the selectors have cho-
sen to back experience over ex-
perimentation by retaining Har-
manpreet Kaur as captain for the
upcoming Asian Games 2026. The
squad, announced by the BCCI
Women's Selection Committee, re-
flects continuity rather than a
transition, with the core of the
World Cup team remaining
intact.

The decision comes at a time
when many expected the team
management to begin preparing
the next generation of players fol-
lowing India's early departure
from the global tournament. In-
stead, the selectors have placed
their faith in the experienced
leadership of Harmanpreet, while

Smriti Mandhana continues as
vice-captain. The move suggests
that the management believes the
current group still has unfinished
business and is capable of deliver-
ing success at the continental
event.

India's squad for the Asian
Games is almost identical to the
one that featured in the T20 World
Cup, with only minimal changes.
Established names such as Sha-
fali Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh, Re-
nuka Singh Thakur, Radha Yadav
and Arundhati Reddy have re-
tained their places, underlining
the selectors' confidence in the
existing core. Young talents in-
cluding G. Kamalini, Nandini
Sharma, Bharti Fulmali, Kranti
Gaud and Sree Charani have also

PLAY /ONE

been included, offering a blend of
youth and experience.

The decision has sparked de-
bate among fans and cricket ex-
perts, with some arguing that In-
dia's group-stage exit at the World
Cup warranted a fresh approach.
Others, however, believe the
Asian Games provide an ideal op-
portunity for the experienced
squad to bounce back quickly and
regain confidence before future
ICC events. The selectors appear
to have prioritised stability, be-
lieving that a major transition
can wait until after the continen-
tal tournament.

Harmanpreet, one of India's
most successful captains, will
now have another opportunity to
guide the team to Asian Games
glory. Under her leadership, India

won the gold medal at the previ-
ous edition of the Games, and the
team will be aiming to defend its
title in Aichi-Nagoya later this
year. The experienced all-rounder
remains one of the most influen-
tial figures in Indian women's
cricket despite recent scrutiny fol-
lowing the World Cup campaign.

With the Asian Games sched-
uled for September, India's focus
will now shift towards rebuilding
confidence and fine-tuning combi-
nations. Rather than pressing the
reset button, the selectors have
opted for continuity, signalling
that they still trust the current
leadership group to deliver re-
sults on the continental stage.
Whether that faith pays off will
become clear when the tourna-
ment begins in Japan.
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Harmanpreet to Lead India at Asian Games

Sunil Gavaskar Slams India's “Overconfidence’ After Historic T201 Series Defeat to Ireland

Batting legend Sunil
Gavaskar has delivered a
scathing assessment of India's
shocking 2-0 T20I series defeat
to Ireland, describing it as
"one of the lowest points in the
history of Indian cricket." The
former captain blamed the
team's overconfidence and cas-
ual approach for the embar-
rassing result, which came un-
der the leadership of newly
appointed T20I captain
Shreyas Iyer.

India entered the two-match
series as overwhelming fa-
vourites, having never previ-
ously lost a T20I to Ireland.
However, the hosts stunned
the reigning T20 World Cup
champions by winning both
matches, including a dramatic
one-run victory in the second
game to complete a historic se-

ries sweep. The defeat also
marked a disappointing start
to Iyer's tenure as India's T201I
captain.

Reacting to the series loss,
Gavaskar said the manner of
India's performances was
more disappointing than the
result itself. He argued that the
players appeared to underesti-
mate their opponents and
failed to adapt to the condi-
tions. According to the former
skipper, Ireland did not pro-
duce extraordinary cricket;
instead, India allowed the se-
ries to slip away through poor
decision-making, careless bat-
ting and a lack of intensity.

Gavaskar particularly criti-
cised the batting unit, saying
several players adopted an ag-
gressive approach without as-
sessing the match situation.

He stressed that modern T20
cricket still demands game
awareness and adaptability, es-

pecially in challenging condi-
tions. Instead of adjusting
their strategy, India's batters

continued to play high-risk
shots, resulting in repeated
collapses that proved costly.

Despite his criticism,
Gavaskar urged fans and se-
lectors not to judge Shreyas
Iyer too harshly after his first
assignment as captain. He ac-
knowledged that leading the
Indian team at the interna-
tional level is vastly different
from captaining franchise
sides and said the new skipper
deserves time to settle into the
role. Gavaskar expressed con-
fidence that Iyer's proven lead-
ership record in domestic and
franchise cricket could even-
tually translate into success
for the national team.

The series defeat has trig-
gered widespread debate with-
in Indian cricket, with several
former players questioning
the team's approach, selection
decisions and inability to
adapt to unfamiliar condi-

tions. The loss also ended In-
dia's long unbeaten streak in
bilateral T20I series and
served as a reminder that no
opponent can be taken lightly
in international cricket.

India will now look to put
the disappointment behind
them as they prepare for the
upcoming T20I series against
England. The focus will be on
bouncing back quickly, cor-
recting the mistakes exposed
in Ireland and restoring confi-
dence ahead of a busy interna-
tional season. For Shreyas Iyer
and his team, the England se-
ries presents an immediate op-
portunity to respond to the
criticism and prove that the
Ireland setback was only a
temporary stumble rather
than the beginning of a worry-
ing trend.

All Eyes onVaibhav Sooryavanshi as India Aim to Bounce Back Against England in T201 Series

India will be eager to put the
disappointment of their recent
T201I series defeat to Ireland be-
hind them when they take on
England in the opening match
of a three-game T20I series.
While the visitors are looking
to regain momentum, much of
the spotlight is expected to be
on teenage batting sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who is
widely tipped to make his
much-anticipated internation-
al debut.

The series carries added sig-
nificance for India after their
surprising 2-0 loss to Ireland, a
result that attracted criticism
from former cricketers and

fans alike. Under new T20I cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer, the team will
be aiming to rediscover its win-
ning rhythm against a formida-
ble England side on home soil.
A positive start could go a long
way in restoring confidence
ahead of a packed internation-
al calendar.

The biggest talking point
ahead of the opening game is
the possible debut of 15-year-
old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. The
young left-handed batter has
earned widespread recognition
with his fearless stroke play
and impressive performances
in age-group cricket and do-
mestic tournaments. His selec-

tion has generated considera-
ble excitement, with many
eager to see how he handles the
pressures of international
cricket against one of the
world's strongest white-ball
teams.

India are expected to retain
the core of the squad despite
the setback in Ireland, although
the team management could
make a few tactical changes to
strengthen both the batting and
bowling departments. Experi-
enced players will be under
pressure to deliver, while
youngsters in the squad will be
keen to seize any opportunities
that come their way.

England, meanwhile, enter
the contest with confidence and
will look to capitalise on home
conditions. Known for their ag-
gressive brand of T20 cricket,
the hosts possess a balanced
squad featuring explosive bat-
ters, quality pace bowlers and
experienced all-rounders. India
will need to produce a disci-
plined performance in all de-
partments to challenge the
home side.Apart from the re-
sults, the series is expected to
provide valuable insights into
India's evolving T20 setup un-
der Shreyas Iyer's leadership.
The management is likely to
use the matches to assess com-

binations, identify emerging
talent and fine-tune strategies
ahead of major international
tournaments.

For Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, a
debut would mark the begin-
ning of an exciting new chapter
in his cricketing journey. For
India, the England series offers
an opportunity to silence crit-
ics, regain momentum and re-
build confidence after a disap-
pointing outing in Ireland.
With fresh faces, renewed de-
termination and a challenging
opponent, the stage is set for an
intriguing contest between two
of the world's leading T20
teams.

Punjab Kings Batter Shashank Singh Denies Assault Allegations, Calls FIR‘Baseless and Malicious’

Punjab Kings cricketer
Shashank Singh has strongly
denied allegations of assault
after an FIR was registered
against him, his father
Shailesh Singh, and their fam-
ily driver in Bhopal. The case
was filed following a com-
plaint by a domestic worker,
who accused the trio of physi-
cal assault, verbal abuse and
intimidation. Shashank has
rejected all the allegations, de-
scribing them as "baseless and
malicious."

The complaint was lodged
by Vipendra Singh Tomar at
Ratibad Police Station in Bho-
pal. According to the com-
plainant, he was hired as a
cook at the Singh family's resi-

dence on June 25. Tomar al-
leged that after expressing his
unwillingness to continue
working, he was assaulted,
abused and had his mobile
phone taken away by
Shashank Singh, his father—a
retired IPS officer—and their
driver. Based on the com-
plaint, police registered an
FIR under relevant sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and launched an
investigation.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Shashank Singh
claimed that the domestic
worker had been removed
from his job after allegedly be-
ing caught stealing at their
residence. The cricketer said

the family had initially cho-
sen not to report the alleged
theft to the police out of hu-
manitarian concern, hoping
not to jeopardise the worker's
future. However, he alleged
that the complaint was filed
only after the dismissal and
was intended to tarnish his
family's reputation.Shashank
further stated that the allega-
tions of physical assault were
completely false. He said the
worker had appeared to be in-
toxicated when he reported
for duty and claimed that in-
quiries into his background
revealed a history of alcohol-
related issues. According to
the Punjab Kings batter, nei-
ther he nor his family held the

complainant against his will
or assaulted him, insisting
that the accusations were
fabricated.

The 34-year-old cricketer
also expressed disappoint-
ment that his family had be-
come involved in a criminal
case. He pointed out that his
professional commitments
keep him away from home for
most of the year and said he
was surprised to find himself
at the centre of such allega-
tions.Meanwhile, Bhopal Po-
lice have confirmed that an
investigation is underway. Of-
ficials are recording state-
ments from all parties and ex-
amining the circumstances
surrounding the complaint

before arriving at any conclu-
sions. As of now, no findings
have been made regarding the
allegations or the defence pre-
sented by Shashank Singh and
his family.

The case has attracted wide-
spread attention due to
Shashank Singh's prominence
in Indian cricket and the in-
volvement of his father, a re-
tired senior police officer.
With the investigation still in
its early stages, authorities
are expected to examine the
available evidence before de-
ciding on the next course of
action. Until then, the allega-
tions and the cricketer's deni-
al remain subject to the ongo-
ing police probe.

Brendon McCullum Admits Ben Stokes’ Retirement Decision
Game as a Shock, Backs England Captain’s Choice

England head coach Brendon
McCullum has revealed that
Ben Stokes' decision to retire
from One-Day International
(ODI) cricket came as a sur-
prise, admitting he was initial-
ly taken aback by the all-round-
er's announcement. Despite the
unexpected move, McCullum
said he fully understands and
supports Stokes' decision to
step away from the 50-over for-
mat to prolong his career in
Test cricket.

Stokes, one of England's
greatest all-rounders, informed
the England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) of his decision af-
ter carefully assessing the

physical demands of interna-
tional cricket. The 35-year-old
has endured multiple injuries
in recent years, particularly re-
curring knee and hamstring is-
sues, making it increasingly
difficult to manage all three for-
mats of the game. His retire-
ment from ODIs is aimed at al-
lowing him to focus on Test
cricket and selected T20
assignments.

Speaking about the develop-
ment, McCullum acknowledged
that while the news caught him
off guard, he appreciated the
honesty behind Stokes' deci-
sion. The England coach said
modern international cricket

places immense physical and
mental pressure on players, es-
pecially those like Stokes who
contribute with both bat and
ball. He added that prioritising
long-term fitness and workload
management has become es-
sential for elite cricketers.
Stokes has been one of Eng-
land's most influential ODI
players, playing pivotal roles in
the team's greatest triumphs.
He was named Player of the
Match in the dramatic 2019 ICC
Cricket World Cup final against
New Zealand after producing
one of the most memorable in-
nings in the tournament's his-
tory. Four years later, he came

out of ODI retirement to repre-
sent England in the 2023 World
Cup, once again demonstrating
his commitment to the national
side whenever called upon.
McCullum praised Stokes for
his unwavering dedication to
England cricket, describing
him as a player who has con-
sistently put the team's inter-
ests above his own. He ex-
pressed confidence that
stepping away from ODI cricket
would help the star all-rounder
extend his career in the longest
format, where he continues to
captain England with distinc-
tion.The coach also stressed
that Stokes' retirement should

not be viewed as the end of his
international journey. Instead,
it marks a strategic decision
aimed at ensuring he remains
available and fully fit for Eng-
land's demanding Test sched-
ule, including major series
against top-ranked opponents
over the next few years.
England will now begin plan-
ning for life without one of
their most experienced ODI
cricketers while simultaneous-
ly preparing for the future un-
der a refreshed squad. Al-
though replacing a player of
Stokes' calibre will be a signifi-
cant challenge, McCullum be-
lieves the team has enough

emerging talent to build a com-
petitive unit.

For England, Stokes' retire-
ment closes an extraordinary
chapter in ODI cricket. For Mc-

Cullum, however, the focus re-
mains on ensuring his captain
stays fit, motivated and capable
of leading England's Test side
for many more years.
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SS Rajamouli Receives Standing Ovation
as He Interacts With Film Lovers at
Prestigious Paris Cinema Event

Celebrated filmmaker SS Ra-
jamouli continues to make
waves on the global stage as he
participated in a special cine-
matic event at the renowned
Cinémath&que Francaise in
Paris. The director attended
screenings of his blockbuster
films Baahubali and RRR,
where he interacted with film
enthusiasts and addressed au-
diences after the screenings,
further strengthening his in-
ternational reputation.

A picture from the event,
which has since gone viral on
social media, captures Ra-
jamouli speaking to a packed
auditorium following one of
the film presentations. The ac-
claimed director received an
enthusiastic response from
movie lovers, who applauded
his contribution to Indian and
world cinema. His visit forms
part of a special retrospective
celebrating some of his most
iconic works.

The Paris event became even
more memorable after legend-
ary Oscar-winning filmmaker
Costa-Gavras attended the
screenings and expressed ad-
miration for Rajamouli's story-
telling. According to reports,
the veteran filmmaker spent
nearly eight hours watching
Rajamouli's films and partici-
pating in his masterclass, high-
lighting the growing apprecia-
tion for the Indian director
among global cinema icons.

Rajamouli's visit also earned
him a rare honour from the Ci-

némath&que Francaise, one of
the world's most respected film
institutions. The recognition
reflects the increasing global
influence of Indian cinema
and Rajamouli's role in taking
Telugu filmmaking to interna-
tional audiences through visu-
ally spectacular and emotion-
ally engaging films like
Baahubali, Eega and RRR.
During the screenings, Ra-
jamouli interacted with movie
buffs, sharing insights into his
filmmaking process and crea-
tive vision. Fans attending the
event welcomed the opportu-
nity to hear directly from the
director, making the sessions
one of the highlights of the ret-
rospective. The overwhelming
response from French audi-
ences, particularly during
screenings of Eega and RRR,
demonstrated the universal ap-
peal of his storytelling beyond
language and cultural

boundaries.

The Paris tour has also gen-
erated excitement for Ra-
jamouli's next ambitious pro-

ject, Varanasi, starring
Mahesh Babu. A special
glimpse of the upcoming film
is reportedly being showcased
before the screenings of
Baahubali and RRR, giving in-
ternational audiences an early
look at the highly anticipated
action-adventure. The film is
currently scheduled for release
on April 7, 2027.

Rajamouli's growing recog-
nition overseas marks another
milestone in his remarkable
career. From redefining Indian
commercial cinema to receiv-
ing honours at one of France's
most prestigious film institu-
tions, the filmmaker continues
to establish himself as one of
the most influential directors
in contemporary world
cinema.

Jr NTR-Trivikram’s ‘God of War’ Faces Online Debate Even Before Production Begins

The official announcement
of Jr NTR and director Tri-
vikram Srinivas' much-await-
ed mythological film, tenta-
tively titled God of War, has
generated massive excitement
among movie lovers. However,
alongside the enthusiasm, the
project has also found itself at
the centre of multiple online
controversies, with social me-
dia debates overshadowing the
film's grand unveiling.

The pan-India project,
backed by Haarika & Hassine
Creations in association with
NTR Arts, is expected to re-
volve around Lord Muruga
(Kartikeya), marking Tri-
vikram's first full-fledged
mythological film on such a
large scale. The collaboration
is also special as it reunites the
director with Jr NTR after the
success of Aravinda Sametha

Veera Raghava, making it one
of the most anticipated Telugu
films in recent years.

Soon after the announce-
ment, a section of social media
users raised objections to the
phrase "Born in North" fea-
tured in the promotional mate-
rial. Some users, particularly
from Tamil Nadu, argued that
the wording did not accurately
reflect their traditional beliefs
surrounding Lord Muruga.
Others, however, defended the
makers, stating that the deity
is revered across India and
should not be viewed through
a regional lens. The debate
quickly gained traction online,
although the filmmakers have
not issued any clarification on
the matter.

Another topic of discussion
centred on the announcement
poster itself. Several social me-

dia users claimed that parts of
the artwork appeared to have
been created using artificial

intelligence (AI), questioning
whether Al-generated visuals
were appropriate for promot-
ing such a prestigious and am-
bitious film. However, these
claims remain speculative, and
the production team has nei-
ther confirmed nor denied the
use of Al in designing the pro-
motional material.

Despite the online discus-
sions, anticipation for the film
remains extremely high. In-
dustry reports suggest the sto-
ry will explore the mythology
surrounding Lord Muruga,
with Jr NTR expected to por-
tray the revered deity in what
could become one of the big-
gest mythological productions
in contemporary Indian cine-
ma. Music for the film will be
composed by Anirudh Ravi-
chander, adding further excite-
ment to the project.

Aisha SharmaTurns Heads With Ghic Mirror Selfie From
Chicago, Fans Can't Stop Talking About Her Glamorous Look

Bollywood actress and mod-
el Aisha Sharma has once
again grabbed attention on so-
cial media with a stunning
mirror selfie from Chicago.
Known for her impeccable
fashion sense and fitness-in-
spired lifestyle, the actress
shared a stylish picture on In-
stagram that quickly went vi-
ral, earning praise from fans
for effortlessly blending ele-
gance with glamour.

The photograph was taken at
Ciccio Mio, a popular vintage
Italian restaurant in Chicago.
Standing before a mirror in the
restaurant's softly lit interiors,
Aisha struck a confident pose
while sporting a fashionable
cream-coloured bodycon mini
dress. The strapless outfit, fea-
turing a stylish knot detail and
front cut-out design, perfectly
complemented her toned phy-
sique and minimalist fashion
aesthetic.

Adding to the charm of the
look was Aisha's carefully
styled appearance. She opted
for a textured updo hairstyle
with a subtle wet-look finish
and kept her accessories mini-
mal, pairing the outfit with
small hoop earrings. Her un-
derstated makeup enhanced
her natural features, allowing
the overall styling to remain
sophisticated while maintain-
ing a contemporary Western
vibe. The simplicity of the look
resonated strongly with fash-
ion enthusiasts across social
media.

Sharing the picture on Insta-
gram, Aisha accompanied it

a heartfelt caption ex-
pressing gratitude for the
memorable experience. The
post quickly attracted thou-
sands of likes and comments,
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with followers flooding the
comment section with compli-
ments on her style, confidence
and effortless elegance. Many
fans described the actress as a

fashion icon, while others
praised her ability to make
even a casual mirror selfie
look glamorous.

Aisha Sharma has built a
strong digital presence despite
being selective about her act-
ing assignments. She first
gained recognition as a model,
including a stint as a Kingfish-
er Calendar model, before
making her Bollywood debut
opposite John Abraham in the
2018 action thriller Satyameva
Jayate. Since then, she has con-
tinued to remain in the spot-
light through brand collabora-
tions, music videos, fitness
content and lifestyle posts on
social media.

The actress is also the young-
er sister of Bollywood actress
Neha Sharma, and the siblings
frequently win hearts with
their social media updates and
public appearances. Aisha,
however, has carved out her
own identity by balancing
fashion, fitness and selective
entertainment projects while
maintaining a loyal fan follow-
ing online.

With her latest Chicago mir-
ror selfie, Aisha has once again
proved why she remains one of
the most stylish celebrities on
social media. Whether through
glamorous photoshoots, travel
diaries or everyday fashion
moments, the actress contin-
ues to captivate audiences with
her effortless style and confi-
dent personality, keeping fans
eagerly waiting for her next ap-
pearance both online and on
screen.

For now, the makers have
chosen to remain silent and fo-
cus on preparations for the
film, which is expected to be-
gin production soon. While de-
bates continue across social
media platforms, fans are ea-
gerly awaiting official updates
regarding the cast, storyline
and production schedule. Until
then, the controversies remain
confined to online discussions,
with no official response from
the team.

With its star-studded combi-
nation, mythological backdrop
and pan-India scale, God of
War is already one of the most
talked-about upcoming Telugu
films. Whether the online de-
bates fade away or continue
alongside production, expecta-
tions surrounding Jr NTR and
Trivikram's ambitious venture
remain sky-high.
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Pooja Hege Rumouredfor‘0§
2’; Speculation Over New Female
Lead Sparks BuzzAmong Fans

Even before They Call Him
OG hits theatres, discussions
surrounding its sequel have al-
ready begun, with a fresh ru-
mour creating excitement
among Pawan Kalyan fans. Ac-
cording to the latest industry
buzz, actress Pooja Hegde is
reportedly being considered
for akey role in OG 2. However,
there has been no official con-
firmation from the makers,
making it purely speculative at
this stage.

The rumour has surprised
fans because the first instal-
ment of the action thriller fea-
tures Priyanka Mohan as the
female lead. Based on the film's
storyline, her character is said
to meet a tragic end midway,
prompting speculation about
whether the sequel could intro-
duce an entirely new female
character or expand the uni-
verse with fresh storylines.

If the reports turn out to be
true, it would mark another
collaboration between Pawan
Kalyan and Pooja Hegde after
Gaddalakonda Ganesh? Actu-
ally, the duo previously shared
screen space in Ala Vai-
kunthapurramuloo? No—they
have not starred together as
lead pair in a feature film,
making this potential casting
an exciting prospect for fans
eager to see the combination
on screen. For now, however,
neither the production house
nor the actress has responded
to the speculation.

Directed by Sujeeth, They

Call Him OG is one of the most
anticipated Telugu films in re-
cent years. The gangster action
drama stars Pawan Kalyan in
the lead role, with Emraan
Hashmi playing the antago-
nist. The film also features Pri-
yanka Mohan, Arjun Das,
Prakash Raj, Sriya Reddy and
Harish Uthaman in pivotal
roles. Music is composed by
Thaman S, whose soundtrack
has already generated consid-
erable anticipation among
fans.

The makers have previously
confirmed that OG is envi-
sioned as a larger cinematic
universe, with plans for a se-
quel already in place. This has
naturally fuelled discussions
about possible additions to the
cast and how the story could
evolve beyond the first film.
While social media continues
to speculate about Pooja
Hegde's involvement, fans are
eagerly waiting for an official
announcement that could ei-
ther confirm or dismiss the
rumours.

For now, all eyes remain on
the release of They Call Him
OG, which is expected to lay
the foundation for the fran-
chise. Until the filmmakers re-
veal further details, reports
regarding Pooja Hegde joining
OG 2 should be treated as in-
dustry buzz rather than con-
firmed news. Still, the specula-
tion has succeeded in keeping
excitement around the fran-
chise at an all-time high.

Nikhil’s ‘Swayambhu’ Eyeing September 3
Release, Official Announcement Awaited

The release plans for Nikhil
Siddhartha's much-awaited
pan-India period action drama
Swayambhu appear to have
taken a new turn. According
to the latest industry buzz, the
makers are planning to bring
the film to theatres on Septem-
ber 3, although an official con-
firmation is still awaited. The
new date has generated excite-
ment among fans, who have
been eagerly waiting for an
update on one of the actor's
most ambitious projects.

Directed by Bharat Krishna-
machari, Swayambhu is being
mounted on a lavish scale and
marks one of the biggest films
in Nikhil's career. Set against
a historical backdrop, the film
features the actor in a power-
ful warrior avatar, showcas-
ing him in a role unlike any-
thing he has attempted before.
The teaser released earlier re-
ceived a positive response for
its grand visuals, intense ac-
tion sequences and larger-
than-life presentation.

The film stars Samyuktha
Menon as the female lead,
while Nabha Natesh plays an-
other important role. The sup-
porting cast includes experi-
enced actors such as Sunil,
Subbaraju and Harsha
Chemudu, who are expected to
play pivotal characters in the
story. With its blend of action,
drama and history, Swayamb-
hu aims to appeal to audiences
across multiple languages.

One of the film's major at-
tractions is its technical team.
Acclaimed cinematographer
K.K. Senthil Kumar, known
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for blockbusters like Baahu-
bali and RRR, is handling the
visuals, while Ravi Basrur,
who composed the music for
KGF and Salaar, is scoring the
soundtrack. Their involve-
ment has significantly raised
expectations for the project.

Reports suggest that the
makers are taking additional
time to complete the film's ex-
tensive post-production work,
particularly its visual effects
and action sequences. Rather
than rushing the release, the
team is said to be focusing on
delivering a polished cinemat-
ic experience that meets the
expectations surrounding the
ambitious project.

Produced by Pixel Studios
and presented by Tagore Mad-
hu, Swayambhu is being
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planned as a grand pan-India
release. Industry insiders be-
lieve the film could become a
major milestone in Nikhil's
career following the nation-
wide success of Karthikeya 2.
The project has already gener-
ated considerable buzz among
moviegoers, with many ex-
pecting it to showcase the ac-
tor in an entirely new light.

For now, the September 3 re-
lease date remains an indus-
try report, and fans are eager-
ly waiting for an official
announcement from the mak-
ers. If confirmed, the film is
expected to join the list of ma-
jor Telugu releases scheduled
for the festive season, setting
the stage for a high-profile
box-office clash and an excit-
ing theatrical outing.
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