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Lokesh Calls ‘Shining Stars’ Brand
Ambassadors of AP Education Model

Tadepalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

HRD and IT Minister Nara Lokesh
said that “Shining Stars” of govern-
ment schools are the brand ambas-
sadors of the Andhra Pradesh educa-
tion system and urged students to
help build a model where the entire
country speaks about the AP educa-

tion framework.

Speaking at the ‘Shining Stars’ fe-
licitation ceremony held at CSR
Function Hall in Tadepalli under the
School Education Department, Nara
Lokesh said the government aims to
transform government schools to the
level of corporate institutions. He
stated that next year two lakh stu-
dents should shift from private
schools to government schools, re-
flecting growing public trust. He add-
ed that the reforms were designed
with a student-centric approach and
expressed confidence that people
would soon seek admission recom-
mendations for government schools.

He felicitated 55 students who ex-
celled in the 10th-grade examina-
tions and 61 Intermediate students.
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Opposition Raises Concerns QOuver Electoral Processes

Ravi Podili

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is making calculated
preparations to retain power
at the Centre in the 2029 gen-
eral elections. Though still
more than two-and-a-half
years away, the party has be-
gun groundwork for a fourth
consecutive term under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Af-
ter securing two successive
mandates, the leadership is
pursuing a focused strategy to
consolidate political advan-
tage. Despite earlier parlia-
mentary hurdles over the
Women’s Reservation Bill, the
BJP is pushing ahead with re-
newed legislative priorities,
including delimitation and re-
visions to electoral rolls,
which are seen as key to its
electoral roadmap.According
to political sources, the BJP is
planning to pass both the
Women’s Reservation Bill and
the Delimitation Bill in up-
coming parliamentary ses-
sions. The party is reportedly
attempting to build broader
consensus by reaching out to
opposition MPs to ensure pas-
sage of these key legislations.
Efforts are said to be under-
way to secure support from
leaders across parties, includ-
ing the Trinamool Congress
(TMC), Shiv Sena, and Sama-
jwadi Party. At the same time,

Head Constables Surrender
inGade Saikrishna I)eath (:ase

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

A key development has taken
place in the Gade Saikrishna
death case, with two head con-
stables of Krishnalanka Police
Station, Ashok and Nani, sur-
rendering at the Suryaraopet
ACP office on Sunday. The duo,
close associates of prime ac-
cused CI Nagaraju, were iden-
tified by the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) as having
played a supporting role in the
events leading to Saikrishna’s
death.According to SIT find-
ings, both officials went into
hiding after Nagaraju’s arrest.
Investigators stated that Ashok
and Nani were actively in-
volved in assisting Nagaraju
during critical phases of the
case.Ashok reportedly handled
matters related to bars, liquor
shops, lodges, and other local
establishments within the
Krishnalanka police jurisdic-
tion and is facing allegations
of involvement in financial set-

tlements. Nam was a531gned
duties involving coordination
with rowdy sheeters and ha-
bitual offenders and allegedly
brought suspects to the police
station for questioning.

Earlier, Nani faced discipli-
nary action, including being
sent to Vacancy Reserve over
allegations linked to spa cent-
ers and suspension during his
posting at Gannavaram for ex-
tortion-related charges. SIT of-
ficials also found that both,
along with private individual
Suresh—already in custody—
visited Vaddeswaram in Tade-
palli mandal on April 29 to
meet Saikrishna’s family. The
investigation is
continuing.
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Each 10th-grade student received
30,000, a medal, and a certificate,
while Intermediate students were
given laptops and medals.

Addressing the gathering, Nara
Lokesh said the success of students
had strengthened both the education
system and the morale of teachers.
He said, “You have succeeded and
made me win too,” adding that their
performance had restored the image
of government schools. He an-
nounced a Mega PTM (Parent-Teach-

opposition parties allege that
the BJP may use the System
for Electoral Roll (SER) pro-
cess to gain an advantage by
influencing voter lists. The
Congress has strongly criti-
cised the move, calling it a po-
tential route to voter manipu-
lation. Leaders such as
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisiand Congress MP Kapil
Sibal have also raised objec-
tions, particularly over the re-
ported exclusion of passports
as valid identity proof in veri-
fication.Concerns over elec-
toral roll revisions have been
raised in several states. In Bi-
har, opposition leaders claimed
that names of over 50 lakh vot-

ents and schools.

He said education reforms are like
agriculture, requiring continuous ef-
fort and patience. He noted that stu-
dents’ aspirations displayed on
Dream Walls reflected their ambition
to become doctors, engineers, and
IAS officers, and encouraged them to
also consider social transformation
through public life.Nara Lokesh said
1.06 lakh students have

Wlshlng Pawan Kalyan

a speedy recovery

Mumbai: Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kaly-
an goes to Mumbai on Thursday to undergo
medical examination at Kokilaben Dhirub-
hai Ambani Hospital. He has been suffering
from a rotator cuff injury and complete
tears in the muscles of both shoulders for
some time. He is accompanied by his wife,
Anna Konidela. Further medical evaluation

is scheduled.

er Meetlng) in July to further
strengthen engagement between par-
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ers were missing following the
first phase of revision. Similar
apprehensions were expressed
in West Bengal, where Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
had earlier approached the Su-
preme Court. The court ad-
vised that objections should be
raised if irregularities were
found. In Tamil Nadu, shifting
political dynamics, including
actor Vijay’s political emer-
gence, have drawn attention.
Internal developments within
the TMC have also raised ques-
tions about organisational sta-
bility.Further controversy
arose after the Election Com-
mission announced the Spe-
cial Update/Revision (SUR)

P3

exercise on October 27 last
year. In Uttar Pradesh, reports
suggested a significant drop in
voter numbers, leading to alle-
gations from opposition par-
ties that large-scale deletions
may have influenced electoral
outcomes. Parties including
the Samajwadi Party, Con-
gress, TMC, and All India Ma-
jlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(MIM) have alleged that such
measures could disproportion-
ately affect certain voter
groups. Critics have also ac-
cused the BJP leadership of
not directly addressing these
concerns, while the Election
Commission has maintained
that the process follows estab-
lished norms.Electoral roll re-
vision is a routine and legally
mandated process in India un-
der the Representation of the
People Act, 1951. The Election
Commission has the authority
to update voter lists by adding
eligible voters and removing
ineligible entries. While such
revisions have been conducted
periodically since independ-
ence, the current exercise has
triggered political debate. Op-
position parties allege possible
misuse, while supporters ar-
gue it helps eliminate fraudu-
lent entries. As the 2029 elec-
tions approach, the issue is
expected to remain a key po-
litical point nationwide.

CM Naidu Calls for C|t|zen -Friendly
Services, Stronger Grievance System

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu has directed offi-
cials to make government ser-
vices more accessible,

transparent, and citizen-
friendly, while stressing the
need to strengthen the public
grievance redressal system
across Andhra Pradesh.
Reviewing the P3

Amaravati Will Be Pride of AP and
India Says CM Chandrababu Naicu

Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu on Sunday re-
viewed the progress of Amara-
vati capital construction works
and preparations for the up-
coming 31st CII Partnership
Summit, stressing the need for
speed, quality and global stand-
ards in both initiatives.

Chairing a meeting with con-
tracting firms at the Secretari-

at, the Chief Minister said Am-
aravati is being developed as a
capital city that

P3

Lokesh Meets Singapore Consul General

Undavalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Minister for Education and
IT Nara Lokesh held a courtesy
meeting with Singapore Con-
sul General Edgar Pang Tze
Chiang, based in Chennali, at
his residence in Undavalli on
Sunday. The meeting focused
on strengthening bilateral ties
between Andhra Pradesh and
Singapore, particularly in the
areas of technology, trade, in-
vestment, and maritime
cooperation.

During the discussions,
Nara Lokesh briefed the Con-
sul General on the state gov-
ernment’s “Speed of Doing
Business” initiative and high-
lighted the wide range of in-
vestment opportunities avail-
able in Andhra Pradesh. He

said the government is giving
priority to ensuring the actual
grounding of investments
rather than just approvals.

He informed that 750 indus-
trial projects are currently in
various stages of implementa-
tion across the state, with pro-
gress being reviewed once eve-
ry 15 days. He also highlighted
the development of 22 indus-
trial clusters and noted the
presence of major global com-
panies such as Google and Ar-
celorMittal in P3
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Vijayawada Skater Kyvalya Wins
First National Ice Skating Gold

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Kopparapu Kyvalya, 17, from
Vijayawada, who has already
won several international
medals in roller skating, has
extended his success to ice
skating by securing a gold
medal at the 21st National Ice
Skating Championship-2026
held in Dehradun, Uttara-
khand, from June 25 to 30.

He competed in the Boys
Level-8 category and delivered
an outstanding performance,
securing the highest score of
23.47 among participants from
Kerala, Uttarakhand and
Andhra Pradesh. This marks
his first-ever gold medal in ice
skating at the national level.

Kyvalya is currently pursu-

ing his second year at Modern
Academy, Moghulrajapuram,
Vijayawada. Despite academic
commitments, he has been con-
sistently training and compet-
ing in skating events, balanc-
ing both sports and studies.

His performance was appre-
ciated by Ice Skating Associa-
tion of India Secretary Jagraj
Singh Sahney and President
Amitabh Sharma, who praised
his technical excellence and
promising talent in winter
sports.With this victory, Ky-
valya has set his focus on the
upcoming Open Asian Ice
Skating Championship sched-
uled to be held in Indonesia in
August 2026, where he aims to
continue his winning streak
and bring more laurels to the
country.

Employees Thank CM
for Welfare Decisions

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Employee unions expressed
satisfaction over recent Cabi-
net decisions benefiting gov-
ernment staff and met Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu at the State Secretariat
to convey their gratitude.

Key decisions include ex-
tending the Old Pension
Scheme to employees appoint-
ed prior to September 2004 and
increasing the retirement age
to 62 years for employees of
corporations and residential
educational institutions,
bringing them on par with reg-
ular government staff.

Representatives from vari-
ous unions, led by former MLC
Ramakrishna, said the alli-
ance government has proven
to be employee-friendly and as-
sured continued support.

The Chief Minister urged
employees to cooperate with
the government, noting that it
had stood by them through
these decisions.

Representatives from APREI
Society, welfare residential in-
stitutions and DSC 2003 Teach-
ers' Forum attended. Guruku-
la JAC leaders Damacharla
Madhusudana Rao, Prabha-
kar, Rammohan Rao and
Ramesh, along with Mopidevi
Siva Sankara Rao, Guru Brah-
mam and Rajesh, were
present.

K Venkata Krishna Gets
Three-Year Extension as OSD

Amaravati, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has granted a three-year
re-appointment to K Venkata
Krishna as Officer on Special
Duty (OSD) to Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan.

According to the Govern-
ment Order, the appointment
will come into effect from July
1, following his retirement on
June 30. He will continue to
serve in the Deputy Chief Min-
ister’s office for a tenure of

three years or until the end of
Pawan Kalyan’s term, which-
ever is earlier.

The order stated that Ven-
kata Krishna’s remuneration
will be fixed by deducting the
pension amount from his last
drawn salary, as per rules.

It also clarified that the re-
appointment will not affect
promotional opportunities for
serving employees in the
department.

The decision ensures admin-
istrative continuity in the Dep-
uty Chief Minister’s office.

Thunderstorms Likely Across Coastal
Andhra on Tuesday, Says APSDMA

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh State
Disaster Management Author-
ity (APSDMA) has forecast
light to moderate rains accom-
panied by thunderstorms in
several districts of the state on
Tuesday due to a cyclonic cir-
culation persisting over North
Telangana and adjoining
areas.

APSDMA Managing Direc-
tor Prakhar Jain said scattered
thunderstorms with lightning
are likely in the North Andhra
districts, Kakinada, Konasee-
ma, East Godavari, West Goda-
vari, Eluru, Krishna and NTR
districts. Light rainfall is ex-
pected at isolated places in the
remaining districts.

Issuing a public advisory, the
authority urged people to avoid
taking shelter under trees or
near large hoardings during
thunderstorms and strong

winds. Residents were also ad-
vised to stay away from fallen
or damaged electricity lines
that may result from gusty
weather conditions.

Prakhar Jain appealed to
farmers, agricultural labour-
ers and cattle grazers working
in open fields to remain alert
and move to safer locations im-
mediately when the sky turns
cloudy and thunder is heard, in
order to minimise the risk
from lightning strikes.

ANDHRAPRADESH

NHAI Holds First Aid Training to
Improve RoadAcmdent Response

Ongole, June 29 | TPN Bu-
reau

The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) con-
ducted a special First Aid and
Trauma Awareness Training
Programme at the Muppavaram
Village Secretariat in Ongole on
Monday to strengthen road safe-
ty awareness and emergency
response capabilities among the
public.

The programme was organ-
ised by NHAI's Project Imple-
mentation Unit (PIU), Ongole,
under the guidance of R.K. Sin-
gh, IES, Chief General Manager
(Technical) and Regional Offic-
er, NHAI Vijayawada, with the
support of Simhapuri Express-
way Private Limited.

The training featured practi-
cal demonstrations on provid-
ing immediate assistance to
road accident victims, adminis-
tering first aid, performing car-

AnitaAssures Full Support to Radha Gayathri's Family

Visakhapatnam, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

Home Minister Anita on Mon-
day assured complete support to
the family of techie Radha Gay-
athri, who died under suspicious
circumstances in Mussoorie.

Radha Gayathri's parents,
Sudhakar and Satyavati, met the
Home Minister and raised
doubts over their daughter's
death and the behaviour of her
husband, Sricharan. They
sought assistance in ensuring a
comprehensive investigation
into the case.

Anita said the in-charge Joint

diopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR), controlling bleeding, and
following effective emergency
response procedures. The initi-
ative aimed to equip partici-
pants with essential life-saving
skills and promote timely inter-
vention during road emergen-
cies.The programme witnessed
the participation of officials
from the Police Department,
Project Head Jairam Amar
Babu, Route Operations Man-
ager Narasinga Rao, members
of the Environment, Health and
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Commissioner of Police had al-
ready spoken with police offi-
cials in Uttarakhand and gath-
ered details about the
investigation. She assured the
family that all possible assis-
tance would be extended.

Safety team, residents, and
staff.

Participants appreciated the
initiative and highlighted the
importance of conducting simi-
lar awareness programmes in
more locations. They noted that
such training would help
strengthen road safety aware-
ness, improve emergency pre-
paredness, and enable citizens
to respond effectively during ac-
cidents, potentially saving lives
before professional medical as-
sistance arrives.

The Home Minister said Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
was closely monitoring the case
and had directed the Andhra
Pradesh Director General of Po-
lice to coordinate with the Utta-
rakhand DGP. Anita noted that
the family had expressed several
concerns regarding the circum-
stances surrounding the death
and stressed that the truth be-
hind Radha Gayathri's demise
must emerge. She added that
those responsible should face
stringent punishment and reit-
erated her commitment to sup-
porting the bereaved parents
throughout the process.

Atchannaidu Calls for Scientific
Farming to Boost _Farmers Income

Amaravati/Guntur, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

Agriculture Minister Kinja-
rapu Atchannaidu on Monday
said restoring confidence
among farmers and revitalising
the agriculture sector remain
the key objectives of the NDA
alliance government. He was
speaking after inaugurating the
Eruvaka Pournami celebra-
tions at Acharya N.G. Ranga Ag-
ricultural University in Guntur
by ceremonially ploughing a
field with bullocks.

The minister said nearly 66
per cent of the state's popula-
tion depends on agriculture and
allied sectors, making it a prior-
ity area for the administration.

He stated that the agrlculture
sector, which had suffered due
to neglect during the previous
YSRCP regime, was being re-
vived through improved seed
supply, fertiliser availability,
technological support and mar-
ket linkages.

Atchannaidu said farmers
should adopt scientific cultiva-

tion practices and diversify
crops based on market demand
to ensure stable incomes. He
urged growers to focus on horti-
culture and allied sectors to en-
hance earnings.

Stating that there was no
shortage of fertilisers in the
state, the minister said over 15
lakh fertiliser bags had been
distributed through a dedicated
app within 20 days, benefiting
more than three lakh tenant
farmers. He also highlighted
support measures for tobacco
and mango farmers and reiter-
ated that Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu was committed
to strengthening the farm sec-
tor and improving farmers'
livelihoods.

Govt Moves to Protect Tobacco
Farmers as Auction Concerns Mount

Addanki, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Energy Minister Gottipati
Ravi Kumar on Sunday visited
the Vellampalli Tobacco Auc-
tion Centre in Maddipadu and
reviewed auction operations
amid concerns raised by farm-
ers over prices and procure-
ment. He interacted with offi-
cials and sought details on the
auction process.

He said issues faced by to-
bacco growers were brought to
the notice of Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, who held
an emergency meeting with to-
bacco purchasing companies.
The minister stated that pro-
tecting farmers’ interests is a

priority of the coalition gov-
ernment and urged companies
to procure tobacco at an aver-
age price of 200 per kg. He
called for fair participation of
all companies in auctions and
measures to prevent low bids.
Later, the minister inaugu-
rated a 33/11 KV substation at
Housing Board Colony in On-
gole constructed by APCPDCL
at a cost of 3.80 crore, in the

presence of MLA Damacharla
and Joint Collector Kalpana
Kumari. He said a semi-indoor
substation would be ready in
two months.

He added that 25 substations
are being built across the erst-
while Prakasam district to ad-
dress low-voltage issues and a
220 KV substation is coming up
at Yerragondapalem with 70
crore investment. Under RDSS,
240 towers are being construct-
ed in Ongole.

Gottipati Ravi Kumar said
the government is strengthen-
ing power infrastructure, en-
suring nine hours of daytime
electricity for agriculture and
supporting PM Surya Ghar
beneficiaries with subsidies.

Kandula Durgesh Slams Attempts to
Brand Pawan Kalyan Along Caste Lines

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Tourism, Culture and Cine-
matography Minister Kandula
Durgesh on Monday strongly
criticised political analyst Tel-
akapalli Ravi for what he de-
scribed as a biased attempt to
portray Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan through a caste
lens.

In a statement, Durgesh said
Pawan Kalyan is a leader who
enjoys the support of people
from all sections of society and
should not be confined to the
identity of a single community.
He said the Deputy Chief Min-

ister has consistently worked
towards social equality and the
eradication of caste-based
discrimination.

The minister accused Telaka-
palli Ravi of adopting a one-
sided approach and urged intel-
lectuals to analyse issues
impartially rather than
through political considera-
tions. Referring to the Gade Sai
Krishna case, Durgesh asserted
that the government was allow-
ing the law to take its course
and that there was no caste an-
gle involved in the matter.

He noted that a Special Inves-
tigation Team had been consti-
tuted and accused CI Nagaraju

had already been arrested and
shifted to Rajamahendravaram
Central Jail. Durgesh also al-
leged that leaders of the YSRCP
were encouraging caste-based
attacks against Pawan Kalyan
and questioned why such ac-
tions were not being criticised
by analysts.

The minister maintained
that Jana Sena Party does not
compromise its principles for
political positions and said
Pawan Kalyan's stature lends
dignity to public office rather
than the other way around. He
urged commentators to avoid
partisan narratives and present
facts objectively.
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First Convocation of Central Tribal

University to Be Held Today

Visakhapatnam, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

The first convocation of Cen-
tral Tribal University will be
held in Visakhapatnam today,
marking a major milestone
since its establishment. Chan-
cellor Madan Lal Meena and
Vice-Chancellor Professor T
Srinivasan announced the de-
tails at a press conference held
at a Hotel on Monday.

A total of 373 students who
completed undergraduate and
postgraduate courses between
2020 and 2025-26 will receive de-
grees. In addition, 13 meritori-
ous students will be awarded
gold medals by the President of
India.Established in 2019 with
headquarters in Vizianagar-
am, the university began class-
es in 2020 and currently offers
eight postgraduate and five un-
dergraduate courses under
three schools—Sciences, Hu-
manities and Social Sciences,
and Management. Officials

said 200 students from Scienc-
es, 82 from Humanities and So-
cial Sciences, and 91 from Man-
agement will be awarded
degrees.Among the 13 gold
medallists, 11 are women. They
include students from M.Sc
Chemistry, Integrated M.Sc
Chemistry, Master of Social
Work, MBA, and M.Sc Biotech-
nology streams.

Chancellor Madan Lal Mee-
na said convocation marks an
important stage in students’
lives and urged graduates to
uphold ethical values and con-
tribute to nation-building.
Vice-Chancellor Professor T
Srinivasan said the university
is focusing on quality educa-
tion, research, innovation, and
skill development aligned with
industry needs.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, Gover-
nor Abdul Nazeer, Education
Minister Nara Lokesh, and oth-
er dignitaries will attend the
ceremony.

Star Hotels Association Donates
¥50 Lakh to Anna Canteen

Amaravati, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

Members of the Andhra
Pradesh Star Hotels Associa-
tion met Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu at the Sec-
retariat and presented a cheque
for 50 lakh towards the Anna
Canteen initiative.

The Chief Minister appreci-
ated the association for its gen-
erous contribution.

The delegation included As-
sociation President and Hyatt
Place Chairman R V Swamy,
Vice President Pawan Karthik,
Secretary C Murthy, Taj Vivan-

ta Chalrman Malineni Rajayya,
Murali Fortune Hotel Chair-
man Muttavarapu Murali and
GRT Hotels head V Saran.

They expressed support for
the government’s welfare initi-
atives through their
contribution.

Cyber Criminals Will Face
Strict Action Says Amta

Visakhapatnam, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Home Min-
ister Vangalapudi Anita on
Monday said cybercrimes have
increased significantly since
the COVID-19 pandemic and as-
serted that stringent measures
are being taken to curb such
offences.Speaking at the Cyber
Crimes Recovery Mela held at
the Visakhapatnam Police
Commissionerate, Anita said
the NDA government has pri-
oritised tackling cybercrime
and is strengthening cyber po-
licing by providing advanced
tools to cybercrime police sta-
tions. Police Commissioner
Shankhabrata Bagchi and oth-
er officials attended the event.

The Home Minister distrib-
uted recovered funds to vic-
tims and said nearly Rs 6 crore
had been recovered and re-

turned to 310 cybercrime vic-
tims. She noted that even edu-

cated individuals are
increasingly falling prey to on-
line frauds.

Anita said technology is be-
ing extensively used in cyber-
crime investigations and an-
nounced that dedicated
cybercrime police stations are
being established in every dis-
trict. She urged citizens to re-
main vigilant and immediately
report incidents of cyber fraud
to the police to improve chanc-
es of recovering lost money.

Rayalaseema Emerging as Industrial
Growth Hub, says Janardhan Reddy

Mangalagiri, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Rayalaseema is transforming
into a major industrial and hor-
ticulture hub under the coali-
tion government, Minister BC
Janardhan Reddy said on Mon-
day. Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Telugu Desam Party
central office in Mangalagiri,
he said the government aims to
turn the region into a centre for
industry, agriculture and horti-
culture rather than one known
for drought and migration.

The Minister said invest-
ments worth over Rs. 5.33 lakh
crore had been committed to
around 240 industries across
Andhra Pradesh in the last 24
months, with nearly one-third
of the total investments flowing
to Rayalaseema. He highlighted
key projects, including Royal
Enfield's Rs. 2,508-crore manu-
facturing unit in Tirupati, the

1

DRDO-led AMCA fighter air-
craft project worth Rs. 15,800
crore at Puttaparthi, and re-
newable energy projects by Re-
liance and Adani.

Janardhan Reddy alleged
that industries had moved away
during the YSRCP government
due to poor policies and claimed
the coalition government had
restored investor confidence.
He also said irrigation works,
including the Handri-Neeva
project, were being accelerated
and reiterated the govern-
ment's commitment to creating
employment, strengthening
horticulture and ensuring bal-
anced regional development.
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CM Naidu Calls for Citizen-Friendly
Services, Stronger Grievance Syste

continued

performance of various de-
partments at the Real Time
Governance Society (RTGS)
Centre in the State Secretariat,
the Chief Minister instructed
officials to simplify and
streamline service delivery
mechanisms. He emphasised
that procedures, especially in
departments with frequent
public interaction, must be
made easier to ensure hassle-
free access. Officials informed
him that the government has
already initiated a simplifica-
tion process, beginning with 11
categories of services.

Focusing on grievance re-
dressal, Chandrababu Naidu
called for improved accessibil-
ity and responsiveness. He sug-
gested enabling online com-
plaint registration and
integrating the ‘Mana Mitra’
WhatsApp platform for lodging
grievances. He further direct-
ed that voice messages re-
ceived through the platform
should also be treated as for-
mal complaints, ensuring
greater convenience for
citizens.

Addressing connectivity
concerns, the Chief Minister
noted that nearly 3,000 loca-
tions in the state are facing mo-
bile network issues. He in-

structed officials to resolve
these problems within three
months and hold discussions
with service providers to en-
sure seamless connectivity.

During the review, officials
presented details of the “Nava-
chethana” Early Childhood De-
velopment Screening pro-
gramme being implemented by
the Department of Women and
Child Welfare. The initiative
assesses children’s physical
and mental development. So
far, 33,949 children have been
screened through visits to An-
ganwadi centres and house-
holds. A pilot project is also be-
ing planned to ensure proper
follow-up after screening.

Officials further stated that
a circular has been issued
mandating field visits by sen-
ior officers. As per the direc-
tive, Secretaries will spend
three days, Heads of Depart-
ments six days, and District
Collectors eight days every
month on field visits. The
Chief Minister instructed
them to identify issues on the
ground and ensure prompt
resolution.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Secretary G Sai Prasad,
DGP Harish Kumar Gupta, IT
Secretary Katamneni Bhaskar,
and CII Director General Chan-
drajit Banerjee, among others.

Amaravati Will Be Pride of AP and
India Says CM Chandrababu Naidu

continued

will make Andhra Pradesh
and the nation proud. He as-
serted that the city should sur-
pass Hyderabad in infrastruc-
ture and quality, and urged
contractors to treat the project
as a prestigious opportunity.
He directed them to accelerate
work and adhere to timelines,
adding that reviews would be
conducted every two months.

Officials informed that pro-
jects worth 50,999 crore have
been awarded, covering hous-
ing, trunk infrastructure, Land
Pooling Scheme infrastructure
and iconic structures includ-
ing the Assembly, High Court
and Secretariat towers. Munic-
ipal Administration Minister P
Narayana said 26,924 workers
and over 5,140 heavy machin-
ery units are currently en-
gaged. Works on Kondaveeti
Vagu and Palavagu are also in
progress to ensure smooth wa-
ter flow.The Chief Minister
emphasised advance mobilisa-
tion of manpower and resourc-
es and maintaining top-quality
standards. He alleged that the
previous government had
stalled Amaravati works for
five years but said construc-
tion has regained momentum
over the last two years. He cau-
tioned against litigation hur-
dles and called on contractors
to work in partnership. He also
announced that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi would be

invited to inaugurate the capi-
tal upon completion. Repre-
sentatives from L&T, Shapoorji
Pallonji, Megha Engineering,
NCC, BSR and KMV attended
the meeting.

Plans Global Summit in
Visakhapatnam

Later, Naidu reviewed prepa-
rations for the CII Partnership
Summit scheduled in Vi-
sakhapatnam on November 12
and 13 under the theme “Navi-
gating Change: Leadership,
Technology, Trust, and Trade
in a Transforming World.”

Ministers T G Bharath, Kon-
dapalli Srinivas, Ponguru
Narayana, Kandula Durgesh
and Gottipati Ravi Kumar,
along with CII Director Gen-
eral Chandrajit Banerjee, par-
ticipated. The Chief Minister
said the summit should go be-
yond business and focus on
public policy, innovation and
knowledge sharing. He sug-
gested regional meetings in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Rajahmundry
or Kakinada, Amaravati,
Anantapur and Tirupati, and
directed officials to hold road-
shows from July to September
in major cities across India.

He stressed discussions on
agriculture, natural farming,
circular economy and emerg-
ing sectors, while calling for
participation from global ex-
perts and universities. He reit-
erated plans to establish a CII
Global Leadership Centre in
Amaravati.

Lokesh Meets Singapore Consul General

continued

Andhra Pradesh. Lokesh fur-
ther pointed to the increase in
GST collections compared to
the previous year, stating that
the government is moving
ahead with transparent poli-
cies after resolving issues left
by the previous YSRCP regime.
The minister also shared de-
tails of a recent study tour by
Andhra Pradesh teachers to
Singapore and explained ongo-
ing reforms in the education
sector. He also briefed the Con-

sul General about his recent
visit to Russia.

Edgar Pang Tze Chiang ap-
preciated Andhra Pradesh’s ef-
forts in attracting investments
and said the state is emerging
as a leading destination for
growth. He referred to recent
visits by the AP ministerial
delegation and Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu to Sin-
gapore and expressed commit-
ment to further strengthening
the partnership with Andhra
Pradesh.

YSRGP Alleges Deteriorating Law
and Order in State

Rajahmundry, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

YSRCP leader and former
MP Margani Bharat on Mon-
day alleged that the law and or-
der situation in Andhra
Pradesh has deteriorated and
condemned the recent attack
on a committee visiting Penu-
maka in the Amaravati region.
Addressing the media in Ra-
jahmundry, Bharat claimed
that the attack was pre-planned
and carried out with precision.
He alleged that the incident
was politically motivated and
stated that the YSRCP would
continue to stand by farmers

and oppose what it described
as forcible land acquisition in
Amaravati.He maintained that
land should be acquired only
with the consent of farmers
and warned against any coer-
cive measures. Bharat also de-
manded the arrest of all those
involved in the attack. The for-
mer MP further linked the in-
cident to recent controversies,
including the custodial death
of Sai Krishna and the suicide
of Kranthi Kumar, alleging
that these cases reflected a
breakdown in governance and
public safety.

POLITICS

Sajjala Urges Vigilance to Protect Votes During SIR

Tadepalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

YSRCP State Coordinator Sa-
jjala Ramakrishna Reddy
called upon party leaders,
Booth Level Agents and grass-
roots workers to remain alert
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls and ensure that not a sin-
gle genuine vote is deleted.

Addressing a teleconference
with district party presidents,
he reviewed the party’s strate-
gy and directed leaders to in-
tensify monitoring at every
polling booth. Sajjala said sev-
eral complaints have been re-
ceived about attempts to target

YSRCP voters, alleging that
enumeration forms are being
marked as distributed without
reaching voters and that pres-
sure is being exerted on offi-

cials to delete votes.

He cautioned that 40 to 50
votes in each polling booth
could be at risk and stressed
the need for constant vigilance.
He pointed out that migrant
workers in cities such as Hy-
derabad, Bengaluru and Chen-
nai are particularly vulnerable
to being marked “not availa-
ble” and removed from the
rolls.

Sajjala instructed leaders to
report irregularities immedi-
ately, coordinate with the SIR
task force, strengthen constitu-
ency war rooms, focus on ur-
ban areas and submit daily re-
ports to the central war room
in Tadepalli.

GPM Seeks Fertilizer Policy Rollback,
Judicial Probe into Custodial Death

Vijayawada, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) [CPI(M)] Andhra
Pradesh State Committee has
demanded the withdrawal of
the app-based fertilizer distri-
bution system and called for a
comprehensive judicial in-
quiry into the custodial death
of Gade Sai Krishna.

The resolutions were adopt-
ed unanimously during the
CPI(M) State Committee meet-
ingheld in Vijayawada on June
28 and 29. The meeting was at-
tended by Politburo members
B.V. Raghavulu and U. Vasuki,
State Secretary V. Srinivasa
Rao, and other senior leaders.

In its first resolution, the
party alleged that the app-
based fertilizer distribution
system introduced by the Cen-
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tre and the State government
has created hardships for
farmers and tenant farmers
during the ongoing Kharif sea-
son. It said farmers are facing
difficulties due to server fail-
ures, missing land records, and
restrictions on fertilizer alloca-

tions. The party demanded a
return to the previous system
of supplying fertilizers based
on actual crop requirements.

In another resolution,
CPI(M) sought a comprehen-
sive judicial inquiry into the
alleged custodial death of Gade
Sai Krishna at Krishnalanka
Police Station. The party ex-
pressed doubts over the effec-
tiveness of the SIT investiga-
tion and called for an
independent probe into the
roles of police personnel, po-
litical leaders, and other indi-
viduals allegedly linked to the
case.

The party urged the govern-
ment to ensure accountability
and take action against all
those found responsible, irre-
spective of their position.

YSRGP Alleges Harassment
of Amaravati Farmers

Tadepalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

YSRCP NTR District Presi-
dent Devineni Avinash on
Monday alleged that the coali-
tion government was targeting
farmers and party leaders after
increasing numbers of Amara-
vati-region farmers met for-
mer Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy to express their
grievances.

Addressing the media in
Tadepalli, Avinash said mem-
bers of the Farmers’ Protec-
tion Committee were allegedly
stopped, attacked, and prevent-
ed from visiting Penumaka vil-
lage. He claimed that vehicles
belonging to the committee

were damaged and that police
later registered cases against
YSRCP leaders instead of tak-
ing action against those re-
sponsible for the attack.

He alleged that farmers who
had not parted with their lands
were facing pressure and
forced acquisition attempts.
According to him, the inci-
dents reflected a deterioration
in law and order in the state.

Avinash accused the ruling
coalition of being uncomfort-
able with farmers openly shar-
ing their concerns with Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy. He also
criticized sections of the me-
dia for allegedly portraying the
incident inaccurately.

The YSRCP leader reiterated

that the party was not opposed
to Amaravati as the state capi-
tal but had consistently op-
posed what it termed corrup-
tion and excessive expenditure
in the name of capital develop-
ment. He alleged that despite
large-scale spending, develop-
ment was not visible across the
state.

Avinash asserted that YS-
RCP would continue to support
affected farmers and oppose
what it described as coercive
land acquisition practices. He
said the party would intensify
its efforts to protect farmers’
interests despite political at-
tacks and legal cases.

Janasena to Explain‘Nirmana Sarathuly’
Information Collection Process

Mangalagiri, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

The Janasena Party on Mon-
day announced that the coordi-
nators of its “Janasena Nirma-
na Sarathulu” initiative would
address a press conference to
explain the process of collect-
ing information related to or-
ganizational leaders across the
state.According to a statement
issued by the Janasena Media
Wing, the press conference is
scheduled to be held at 5 p.m. at
the party office located at
MGM Capital, near NRI Hospi-

tal Cross Roads on the NH-16
Service Road in Mangalagiri.
Party leaders are expected to
brief the media on the objec-
tives of the “Janasena Nirma-
na Sarathulu” programme and
the methodology being adopted
to gather information from
party representatives and
grassroots leaders. The initia-
tive is aimed at strengthening
the party’s organizational
structure and improving coor-
dination between various lev-
els of leadership.The media
wing has invited representa-
tives from newspapers, televi-

sion channels, and digital me-
dia platforms to attend the
briefing. Reporters, photogra-
phers, and camerapersons
have been requested to cover
the event.Party sources said
the interaction would provide
clarity on the role of organiza-
tional leaders and the frame-
work being developed to
streamline party activities and
communication. The Janasena
leadership is expected to out-
line plans and address queries
from media representatives
during t he
press conference.

Ambati Rambabu Seeks Wider Probe
in Sai Krishna Custodial Death Case

Tadepalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Former Minister and YSRCP
leader Ambati Rambabu has
written a detailed letter to SIT
Chief and Inspector General of
Police M. Ravi Prakash, rais-
ing serious concerns over the
investigation into the alleged
custodial death of SaiKrishna.
In his representation, Ramba-
bu questioned why criminal li-
ability had been confined to a
Circle Inspector despite refer-
ences in the remand report to
the involvement of other police

personnel and units. He sought
clarity on the handling of cru-
cial CCTV footage, alleging
negligence in securing evi-
dence and preventing possible
tampering or deletion.The for-
mer minister also questioned
whether the SIT examined foot-
age from the Vijayawada Com-
mand and Control Centre and
the city's Matrix Surveillance
System, which could help trace
Sai Krishna’s movements and
establish the sequence of
events. He expressed concern
over the alleged failure to seize
cloud-stored surveillance re-

cords within the available re-
tention period.

Rambabu further asked why
provisions relating to criminal
conspiracy and common inten-
tion were not invoked despite
indications of coordinated ac-
tion by multiple officials. He
also sought an explanation for
the absence of an FIR on a com-
plaint reportedly submitted by
Sai Krishna’s mother on May
28.The YSRCP leader urged the
SIT to conduct a comprehen-
sive and transparent investiga-
tion to ensure accountability
and justice in the case.
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Lokesh Calls ‘Shining Stars’
Brand Ambassadors of
AP Education Model

continued

moved from private to gov-
ernment schools and credited
“Shining Stars” for this shift.
He said the AP Model of Edu-
cation and LEEP Mission
were introduced to strengthen
learning outcomes, including
the LEEP app, Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan Student Kit,
and the Dokka Seethamma
mid-day meal scheme. He said
centralized kitchens, millet
chikkis, and “Thalliki Van-
danam” benefits were improv-
ing student welfare.

He added that 16,000 teach-
er posts were filled through
Mega DSC, and initiatives like
One Class One Teacher, No
Bag Day, clicker-based learn-
ing, and upcoming Al tutors
were transforming class-
rooms. He said the pass per-
centage in government
schools improved from 72.8%

10 78.39%.

Nara Lokesh stressed val-
ue-based education and said
Chaganti Koteswara Rao is
guiding moral education re-
forms. He emphasized respect
for women and urged students
to reject derogatory language
and behaviour. He reiterated
that politics has been re-
moved from schools and his
photograph is not used in
textbooks.Sharing his person-
al experience, he said set-
backs should be seen as learn-
ing opportunities and
encouraged students to stay
resilient. He noted that the
government spends nearly 1
lakh per student annually and
urged students to honour the
trust placed in them. School
Education Director Tamim
Ansariya, Intermediate Edu-
cation Commissioner Ranjit
Basha, and others attended
the event.

Proud to Receive Shining Star Award

C Anusha, Intermediate Vocational Stu-
dent, Government Vocational Junior Col-
lege, Kuppam, Chittoor District, said she
felt proud to receive the ‘Shining Star’ |
award from Education Minister Nara Loke- =
sh after securing 988/1000 marks in Office
Assistantship. She credited her parents,
teachers Mr Jagadeesh and Ms Pramila,
and government support systems includ-
ing textbooks, notebooks, and mid-day
meals for her achievement. She aims to
pursue CA and support her parents.

_Request for Support to Become a Doctor

Shaik Chandini, Intermediate BiPC stu- 1#
dent from Government Junior College for A
Girls, Kadiri, Sri Sathya Sai District, who
secured 991/1000 marks, said she was hap-
py to receive the ‘Shining Star’ award from
Nara Lokesh. She credited government f
schemes, teachers, and parents, especially =
her father’s health condition, as her moti-
vation. She requested long-term coaching
support from the minister to help her
achieve her goal of becoming a

cardiologist.

Government Schools Enable Holistic

Growth

Ch Ananyasree, Intermediate MPC stu-
dent of AP Model School, OV Peta, Tekkali, F
Srikakulam District, who scored 990/1000
marks, said government schools provide
holistic development opportunities. She
thanked the ‘Shining Star’ initiative and
credited schemes like Dokka Seethamma
Mid-Day Meal, Vidyarthi Mitra, and
Sankalp Program. Coming from a family
of government teachers, she aims to be-

come a civil servant and serve society, inspired by her educa-

tional background.

Shining Stars Award Should Continue

N Chidvilas, 10th-grade student of Mu- E,!.
nicipal High School, Mettekkivalasa, Ama-
dalavalasa, Srikakulam District, who k
scored 593/600 marks, said he was happy to
receive the ‘Shining Star’ award from Nara
Lokesh. He urged continuation of the
awards in future and thanked government
initiatives like mid-day meals and Thalliki
Vandanam. He credited teachers for their
role in shaping students’ academic pro-
gress and overall development.

i

Shining Stars Nurture Future Leaders

S Swathi, 10th-grade student of AP Mod- g1

el School, Shankhavaram, Kakinada Dis-
trict, who scored 594/600 marks, said her
success belongs to teachers, parents, and
government support systems. She thanked
Nara Lokesh for strengthening govern- g-
ment schools through quality education,
uniforms, books, and mid-day meals. As-
piring to become an IAS officer, she said
her participation in the AP Mock Assem-
bly enhanced her leadership and commu-
nication skills, shaping her future goals.

Congress Trains Youth Leaders for
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ Campaign

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Congress
Committee on Sunday conducted a
special training programme for
Youth Congress and NSUI leaders at
Andhra Ratna Bhavan in Vijayawa-
da as part of its nationwide “Chha-
tron Ki Goonj” (Students’ Roar)
campaign.

Party leaders said the initiative
aims to take the concerns of stu-
dents and unemployed youth to the
public and build awareness on is-
sues affecting the education sector.
They expressed concern over al-
leged irregularities in competitive
examinations, including NEET-re-
lated controversies, paper leaks,
cancellation of recruitment exams,

rising unemployment and the grow-
ing financial burden on students
due to privatization.The speakers
stated that the education system is
facing serious challenges and called
for a united effort to highlight stu-
dent and youth issues across the
state. They urged Youth Congress
and NSUI leaders to actively partici-
pate in the campaign and transform
the concerns of young people into a
mass movement.Senior Congress
leaders, including J.D. Seelam,
Lakkaraju Ramarao, Nagamadhu
Yadav, Kolunakonda Shivaji, Nara-
harasetti Narasimha Rao, Korivi
Vinay Kumar, Shonti Nagaraju,
Chilaka Vijay Kumar, and Ambati
Ramakrishna Yadav, addressed the
participants.




POINT

m VIJAYAWADA, TUESDAY, JUNE, 30.06.2026

Farmers' Prosperity Will Ensure
State's Growth Says Kollu Ravmdra

Machilipatnam, June 29 |
TPN Bureau

Mines, Geology and Excise
Minister Kollu Ravindra said
the coalition government is
committed to farmer welfare,
asserting that a prosperous
farming community is vital for
a strong state.

Participating in the Eruvaka
programme at Buddalapalem
in Machilipatnam Rural man-
dal on Sunday, he performed
rituals dedicated to Bhudevi,
ploughed fields with farmers,
sowed seeds and distributed
fertilisers and seed bags. He
said 58,000 crore had been al-
located to agriculture, describ-
ing it as a model budget. The
government is promoting natu-
ral farming, offering free soil
tests, subsidised seeds and fer-
tilisers, and strengthening ir-
rigation, he said.

Ravindra added that works
on the Polavaram Project were
being accelerated for early
completion. He also highlight-
ed welfare initiatives such as
pensions, Talliki Vandanam
and Annadata Sukhibhava,
while noting that Bandar Port
development and tourism pro-

motlon would generate JObS

Later, addressing a meeting
at the R&B Guest House, Ravin-
dra proposed organising Vi-
nayaka Chavithi celebrations
at Manginapudi Beach to boost
tourism and highlight Machili-
patnam’s heritage. He an-
nounced plans for a 63-foot Vi-
nayaka idol and replica
temples of Tirumala, Srisail-
am, Kanipakam, Indrakee-
ladri, Simhachalam and
Ayodhya.

He said temporary festival
stalls would create employ-
ment for youth. A master plan
for Manginapudi Beach is al-
ready in place, with facilities
being developed. Ravindra
urged public cooperation to
make the festival a grand
success.

VMC Chief Reviews
Monsoon Preparedness

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Vijayawada Municipal Cor-
poration (VMC) Commissioner
Dhyanachandra H on Monday
emphasized employee solidar-
ity and monsoon preparedness
during two programmes held
in the city.

At the VMC Command Con-
trol Room, he handed over fi-
nancial assistance of 2,57,700
to the family of late Chinta Ra-
jasekhar, Ward Data Process-
ing Secretary of the 111th
Ward Secretariat, who died of
a heart attack on June 3. The
amount was voluntarily con-
tributed by ward secretariat
employees across Vijayawada.

He appreciated the gesture,
calling it a reflection of unity
and compassion among staff,
and assured that all eligible
government benefits would be
provided. Secretariat Employ-
ees’ Federation representa-
tives said employees contrib-
uted a portion of their salaries
to support the bereaved family.

Later the Commlssmner in-
spected key locations includ-
ing Errakatta, CVR Flyover,
Milk Project, RTC Workshop
Road, Kanaka Durga Flyover
and Sitara Junction to review
drainage and sanitation works
ahead of the monsoon.

He directed officials to en-
sure uninterrupted desilting
operations and prevent water
stagnation during heavy rains.
At Sitara Junction, he in-
structed preparation of pro-
posals for a new drainage sys-
tem and a comprehensive
runoff management plan.

He also inspected Anna Can-
teen at RTC Workshop Road,
directing officials to maintain
food quality, sanitation and un-
interrupted public services.

Collector Reviews EVM Security, Speeds
Up Resolution of 22-A Land Cases

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha has directed offi-
cials to maintain constant vigi-
lance and ensure round-the-
clock monitoring of the
Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM) and VVPAT warehouse
at Gollapudi, stating that strin-
gent security arrangements
are in place for safeguarding
election equipment.

As part of the Election Com-
mission of India’s monthly in-
spection process, the Collector
inspected the warehouse on
Monday in the presence of rep-
resentatives from recognised
political parties. He reviewed
CCTYV surveillance systems,
fire safety and electrical equip-
ment, and verified monitoring
registers before signing them.
He instructed security person-
nel to maintain continuous
surveillance and promptly ad-
dress any technical or security
issues.Dr Lakshmisha said in-
spections are being conducted
regularly as per ECI guidelines
and reports are submitted pe-
riodically, ensuring transpar-
ency through the participation
of political party representa-
tives. District Revenue Officer
M Lakshminarasimham and
representatives of TDP, YS-
RCP, Congress and Jana Sena
participated in the inspection.

In a separate programme
held at Sri A V S Reddy Hall in
the Collectorate, the Collector
said the administration is
working towards making vil-
lages free from land disputes
by expediting 22-A prohibited
land cases. He, along with
Joint Collector S Ilakkiya, dis-
tributed orders removing
wrongly included private lands
from the prohibited list.

He stated that 180 cases have
already been resolved in the
district through Revenue Sad-
assus and Revenue Clinics con-
ducted as per government di-
rections. Applications are
being verified through record
checks, field inspections and
document scrutiny. Lands
wrongly classified, including
those not under the Endow-
ments Department, are being
cleared after due verification.

The Collector said weekly re-
views are being held at the
state level to ensure speedy dis-
posal of petitions. Farmers
who received relief expressed
gratitude to the government
and district
administration.

Outsourcing Employees
Demand Pending Wages

Tadepalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Outsourcing employees staged
aprotest in Tadepalli, demanding
immediate payment of salaries
pending for 6-7 months for secu-
rity guards working in Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Gurukulam schools.

They also sought implementation
of GO No. 134, payment of mini-
mum wages, an inquiry into al-
leged EPF and ESI irregularities,
and strict action against the secu-
rity agencies. A memorandum
was submitted to Joint Secretary
Smt. Rajyalakshmi.

VIJAYAWADA

Atchannaidu Prays for Prosperous
Kharif Season and Farmers Welfare

Amaravati/Vijayawada, June
29 | TPN Bureau

Agriculture Minister Kinja-
rapu Atchannaidu on Monday
offered prayers at the Kanaka
Durga temple in Vijayawada,
seeking prosperity for the
farming community and a suc-
cessful agricultural season
across the state.The minister
prayed for abundant rainfall,
higher crop yields and better
returns for farmers. He also
expressed hope that every
farmer would prosper and eve-
ry acre of farmland would re-
main green and productive.
Atchannaidu is scheduled to
inaugurate the Eruvaka cele-
brations at Acharya N.G. Ran-
ga Agricultural University in

Lam, Guntur. He said all ar-
rangements for the ensuing
Kharif season had been com-
pleted and assured farmers
that adequate stocks of fertilis-
ers and seeds were readily
available.The minister stated
that farmers need not have any
concerns regarding the avail-
ability of agricultural inputs,

as the government has ensured
sufficient supplies. Reiterating
that farmers' welfare remains
a top priority, Atchannaidu
said the administration would
provide all necessary assis-
tance to cultivators and urged
them to confidently face chal-
lenges posed by El Nino
conditions.

MP Chinni Lays Foundation Stone for Gunadala ROB

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

In amajor boost to Vijayawa-
da’s infrastructure, MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath (Chinni) on
Monday laid the foundation
stone for a Railway Over
Bridge (ROB) at Gunadala, a
project estimated to cost 98.68
crore and aimed at permanent-
ly resolving long-standing traf-
fic congestion in the Gunada-
la-Nunna corridor.

Addressing the gathering,
the MP said the project fulfils a
key promise made to the peo-
ple during the elections. He
stated that development would
continue uninterrupted and
that every assurance given to
the public would be honoured.
The proposed ROB is expected
to significantly ease traffic
movement and improve con-
nectivity between Gunadala
and Nunna.Officials said the
Gunadala railway level cross-

ing currently handles nearly
170 train movements daily,
forcing the gate to remain
closed for 14 to 16 hours and
causing severe inconvenience
to commuters. Once complet-
ed, the bridge is expected to re-
duce waiting time from 15-20
minutes to about one minute.
The 920-metre-long ROB will
feature 18 spans, service roads,
crash barriers, a modern
drainage system and other in-
frastructure facilities. The pro-
ject is targeted for completion
within 18 months.Kesineni
Chinni said he had pursued
the project through continuous

discussions with railway au-
thorities and thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Rail-
way Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan
and Minister Nara Lokesh for
their support.

Railway officials and local
public representatives attend-
ed the foundation-laying cere-
mony. Residents welcomed the
initiative, expressing hope that
the project would mark a sig-
nificant milestone in Vijayawa-
da’s urban development and
traffic management efforts.

YSRCP Docs Demand Better Services at GGH

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The YSRCP NTR District Doc-
tors Wing has urged Government
General Hospital (GGH), Vi-
jayawada, to improve outpatient,
medicine distribution and diag-
nostic services for patients.

In a representation, District

Doctors Wing Chairman Dr Am-
bati Naga Radhakrishna Yadav
said patients are facing delays in
OP services, shortage of essen-
tial medicines and limited access
to diagnostics such as X-ray ser-
vices, forcing many poor patients
to approach private hospitals.
He demanded strict adherence
to OP timings, uninterrupted

medicine supply, restoration of
diagnostic services and greater
transparency in healthcare deliv-
ery, including public display of
service and stock details.

He warned that if immediate
corrective measures are not tak-
en, YSRCP would launch protests
seeking better healthcare servic-
es for patients.

Eruvaka Pournami Celebrated
with Devotion atop Indrakeeladri

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Devasthanam atop In-
drakeeladri celebrated Eruva-
ka Pournami with religious
fervour and traditional gran-
deur on Sunday. The pro-
gramme was conducted under
the guidance of the Andhra
Pradesh Endowments Depart-
ment Commissioner to mark
the commencement of the ag-
ricultural season.Temple au-
thorities and priests welcomed
farmers and devotees visiting
the shrine and arranged spe-
cial darshan of Goddess
Kanaka Durga. Devotees were
offered Vedic blessings along
with sacred theertham and
prasadam.The celebrations
were organized by the Hindu

Dharma Parlrakshana Trust
(HDPT) under the leadership
of State Women’s Coordinator
Kari Ramasundari. As part of
the event, women devotees
chanted the holy name of Lord
Rama and offered prayers
seeking abundant rainfall,
prosperity and bumper har-
vests for the farming commu-
nity.Sanctified paddy grains,
blessed through devotional
chanting, were distributed to
women farmers along with

turmeric, vermilion and tradi-
tional auspicious offerings.
The programme highlighted
the age-old tradition of wor-
shipping Mother Earth, live-
stock and nature during Eru-
vaka Pournami, which
signifies the beginning of sow-
ing activities.Women partici-
pants also undertook a spiritu-
al vow involving the recitation
of sacred hymns such as Bhu
Suktam, Neela Suktam and
Varuna Suktam, praying for
agricultural prosperity and
the welfare of farmers.Temple
officials, priests, HDPT repre-
sentatives and a large number
of women farmers and devo-
tees participated in the cele-
brations and sought the bless-
ings of Goddess Kanaka Durga
for a successful agricultural
season.

Eruvaka Pournami Celebrated
with Traditional Farmmg thuals

Challapalli, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Eruvaka Pournami was cele-
brated with traditional fervour
in Yarlagadda village of Chal-
lapalli Mandal on Monday under
the auspices of the Agriculture
Department. Constituency youth
leader Mandali Venkatram par-
ticipated in the programme and
expressed hope for timely and
abundant rainfall during the
current agricultural season.

As part of the celebrations,
Venkatram performed special
rituals for a pair of oxen, cere-
monially ploughed a field and
sowed paddy seeds, marking the
beginning of farming activities
for the season.

Speaking on the occasion, he
wished for prosperity and happi-
ness for farmers and said the al-

liance government was commit-
ted to strengthening the
agricultural sector. He expressed
hope that farmers would achieve
good yields and financial stabil-
ity, enabling Andhra Pradesh to
continue its legacy as a major
food-producing state.
Highlighting the significance
of Eruvaka Pournami, he said
the festival symbolizes the close
bond between farmers, nature
and agriculture and serves as an
auspicious start to the cultiva-

tion season.

AMC Chairperson Thota
Kanaka Durga, Challapalli PACS
Chairman Bondalapati Veeraba-
bu, former sarpanches Paru-
churi Suresh and Bobba Krishna
Rao, Agriculture Officer K. Mu-
ralikrishna, senior farmers and
Agriculture Department staff
participated in the celebrations.
The event concluded with
prayers for a successful farming
season and abundant harvests
across the region.
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National Statlstlcs Day Celebrated
at Andhra Loyola College

Vijayawada, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The Regional Office (Vi-
jayawada) of the National Sta-
tistical Office (Field Opera-
tions Division) under the
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation cele-
brated National Statistics Day
on June 29, 2026, marking the
133rd birth anniversary of Pro-
fessor Prasanta Chandra Ma-
halanobis, regarded as the fa-
ther of modern statistical
systems in India.The event was
held at Andhra Loyola College
with the theme “Unleashing
the Power of Administrative
Data.” Essay writing and quiz
competitions were organized
for undergraduate statistics
students, with participation
from around six colleges in Vi-
jayawada.The programme was
presided over by D Satish,
Deputy Director General, MoS-
PI, Regional Office, Vijayawa-
da. Rajat, Joint Director, MoS-

PI, M Arul Jyothi,
Vice-Principal of Andhra Loy-
ola College, and Nunna Srini-
vasa Rao, Head of the Depart-
ment of Statistics, attended as
distinguished guests.The event
began with floral tributes to P
C Mahalanobis followed by the
lighting of the lamp. Address-
ing the gathering, D Satish
highlighted the importance of
administrative data in
strengthening official statisti-
cal systems and enabling evi-
dence-based governance. Rajat
Sspoke on career opportunities
in statistics and encouraged
students to contribute to na-
tional development.Prizes
were awarded to the winners
of the competitions. A total of
180 participants attended, in-
cluding 68 officials and staff
from the National Statistical
Office and students and faculty
from various colleges.V Ratna
Kumar, Senior Statistical Of-
ficer and Head of Office, deliv-
ered the vote of thanks.

Suspended IPS Officer Sunil Kumar
Retires; Proceedings to Continue

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment has ordered that sus-
pended IPS officer P.V. Sunil
Kumar (RR:1993) be relieved
from service upon attaining su-
perannuation on June 30, 2026.

According to the Govern-
ment Order, his retirement will
not affect the disciplinary and
criminal proceedings pending
against him. Authorities clari-
fied that these proceedings, ini-
tiated prior to retirement, will
continue as per the All India
Services (Discipline and Ap-
peal) Rules, 1969.

The order stated that the
case will also be governed by
provisions of the All India Ser-
vices (Death-cum-Retirement
Benefits) Rules, 1958. Pension-
ary benefits due to the officer
will be regulated under Rule 16
of the same rules and relevant
Government of India guide-
lines.Officials emphasized that
retirement does not grant im-
munity from ongoing investi-
gations or disciplinary action.
The Director General of Police,
Andhra Pradesh, has been di-
rected to take necessary follow-
up action in accordance with
the Government’s
instructions.

KL University Sees 1,534
Students Placed in TGS Drive

Vijayawada, June 30 | TPN
Bureau

KL University has recorded
an impressive milestone in
campus placements, with 1,534
students securing job offers
from Tata Consultancy Servic-
es (TCS) in a single recruit-
ment drive for the 2027 gradu-
ating batch.

According to Vice-Chancel-
lor Dr. Parthasaradhi Varma,
1,311 students from the Vi-
jayawada campus and 223 from
the Hyderabad campus were
selected following a rigorous
process that included written
tests, coding assessments, and
interviews conducted over the
past week.

He said the university is tak-
ing focused steps to achieve
100% campus placements this
year, with targeted training
programmes designed to en-
hance students’ employability.

The Vice-Chancellor also
highlighted that KL, University
has partnered with around 450
companies to provide place-
ment training and internship
opportunities. In addition to
domestic placements, students
are also securing job offers
from international companies
in countries such as Japan,
Germany, and Dubali, reflect-
ing the institution’s growing
global outreach.

AP Showcases ‘Sanjeevani’ Digital
Health Model at National Health
Forum; Gains Nationwide Attention

Amaravati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh’s flagship
digital health initiative *‘San-
jeevani’* has drawn national
attention at the National
Health Forum, with several
states seeking detailed infor-
mation on the programme,
which aims to transform
healthcare delivery through
preventive and technology-
driven services.

State Health and Medical Ed-
ucation Minister Satya Kumar
Yadav briefed health ministers
from across the country during
the Central Council of Health
and Family Welfare meeting in
New Delhi, highlighting the
scope and impact of the
scheme. He said *Sanjeevani*
represents a shift from reactive
treatment to preventive health-
care, focusing on early detec-
tion and continuous monitor-
ing.The initiative, developed
under the vision of Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu,
seeks to bridge the gap between
rural and urban healthcare
through digital integration.
Under the Citizen Health

Screening programme, 41 diag-
nostic tests are conducted at
the doorstep using 904 Mobile
Medical Units, with each unit
covering around 20 individuals
daily The data generated is con-
verted into digital health re-
cords, which are linked to *Dig-
ital Nerve Centres* that
provide alerts, telemedicine
support, and doctor consulta-
tions. Officials said the system
reduces the need for hospital
visits and improves early inter-
vention in disease manage-
ment.Minister Yadav noted
that *Sanjeevani*, first piloted
in Kuppam and now operation-
al in Chittoor district, will be
expanded statewide in August.
He also highlighted Andhra
Pradesh’s leadership in digital
health, including over 11 crore
electronic health records and
widespread ABHA adoption.

At the forum, Union Health
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
also launched several digital
health initiatives, including
the Ayushman App and e-Sush-
rut Clinic, aimed at strength-
ening India’s healthcare
ecosystem.
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President Draupadi Murmu to Visit Anantapur on July 1

Anantapur, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

President of India Draupadi
Murmu will visit Anantapur
district on July 01 to attend
the first convocation of g
Andhra Pradesh Central
University as the chief guest,
according to a statement by
District Collector O. Anand. |
The President will depart E
from R. Hall Airport in
Bengaluru, Karnataka at
09:30 am on Wednesday, July
01, and is scheduled to reach
the Andhra Pradesh Central
University helipad by heli-

L A

copter at 10:30 am. Following
her arrival, she will proceed
to the university campus to
attend the convocation cere-
mony, which will held from
11:00 am to 12:00 pm. After
the program, the President
will depart from the universi-
ty helipad at 12:10 pm to
return to Kempegowda

International Airport in
Bengaluru before proceeding
back to New Delhi.

President Draupadi Murmu,
District Collector O. Anand,
and university officials par-
ticipated in this program.

18 Girls Selected in IIT Felicitated in Dharmavaram  Nara Lokesh to Address Grand TDP Cadre Meeting in Srikalahasti on July 1

Dharmavaram, June 29 | TPN Bureau A felicitation program
was organized on Monday for 18 girls from BSR Girls' High
School who were selected for IIT, following instructions from
Satyakumar Yadav, Minister of State for Medical, Health,
Family Welfare and Medical Education. Minister's Constituen
cy In-charge Harish Babu, Abhiram IAS Academy CEO
Abhiram, and Principal Jyoti distributed free NCERT books
and certificates.With Satyakumar Yadav's initiative and Sams
ukthi Seva Samiti's collaboration, Abhiram IAS Academy will
provide free UPSC coaching to these students. Harish Babu
praised the achievement of the government school students,
urging them to target higher civil services like IAS and IPS.
He highlighted that the Minister prioritizes educational devel-
opment to support talented students. Constituency In-charge
Harish Babu, Abhiram IAS Academy CEO Abhiram, and
Principal Jyoti participated in this program.

Sri Chaitanya Students Promote
Greenery with Harithodayam Initiative

Srikalahasti, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Students of Sri Chaitanya
School in Sri Ram Nagar
Colony launched an innova- |z
tive environmental program |
called 'Harithodayam' as part
of their monthly smart living @
initiative. Teachers educated |
the students daily on environ-
mental protection, emphasiz-
ing the need to protect trees, save water, reduce plastic usage,
and cultivate the habit of using dustbins.On Monday, students
and teachers actively planted saplings on the school campus
while holding placards with environmental slogans. School
Principal A. Rupadevi stated that protecting nature is a collec-
tive responsibility and such initiatives foster accountability in
children. AGM Suresh urged everyone to stay away from plas-
tic to protect the future. Principal A. Rupadevi, AGM Suresh,
and Dean Triveni participated in this program.

Thangellapalem PACS Plants
Saplings for Cooperative Week

Sri Kalahasti, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

A sapling planting program = s&siacions
was organized on Monday

R e |

under the auspices of = “g&
Thottambedu Mandal ¥
Primary Agricultural ghsh -5

Cooperative Society (PACS) on
its office premises to celebrate
Cooperative Week. Following
instructions from the Tirupati District Cooperative
Department, Society President Bhimala Bhaskar Mudiraj,
Society CEO P. Chiranjeevi Reddy, and TDP Mandal General
Secretary Chillakuru Balasubramaniam jointly inaugurated
the event. Society employees and local farmers participated in
large numbers to plant various saplings. Bhaskar Mudiraj
urged everyone to take responsibility for increasing greenery.
CEO Chiranjeevi Reddy noted it is commendable that cooper-
ative societies are expanding beyond financial services to
undertake socially responsible programs. The organizers stat-
ed the main objective is to strengthen the cooperative sector
and enhance rural greenery.

Society President Bhimala Bhaskar Mudiraj, Society CEO P.
Chiranjeevi Reddy, and TDP Mandal General Secretary
Chillakuru Balasubramaniam participated in this program.

Srikalahasti Temple Crowded with Devotees

Sri Kalahasti, June 29 | TPN Bureau
The Srikalahasti Temple, where
Vayulingeshwara is enshrined, wit- _
nessed a massive surge of devotees §
on Monday's full moon. A large num-
ber of devotees flocked to have dar-
shan of Mukkantishu. Officials &
reported that approximately 28,000 devotees visited the delty
from morning until the temple closed at night. Rahu Ketu Puja
and general entry tickets sold out in large numbers. The heavy
rush at the Mukkanti temple continues as devotees visiting
Tirumala also arrive here for darshan.

| medicines,

Srikalahasti, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Arrangements are in full
swing for the massive Telugu
Desam Party cadre meeting
and tour to be led by Telugu
Desam  Party  Working
President and State Minister
Nara Lokesh in Srikalahasti
constituency on July 1. Top
party leaders and activists
personally inspected the
open-air meeting venue
being set up at Kothapalem
village in Elamandyam pan-
chayat limits of Renigunta
mandal on Monday.

The leaders discussed key

P

infrastructure arrangements
with the constituency party
ranks, focusing on the con-
struction of the venue, seat-
ing arrangements, vehicle
parking, and logistical plan-

ning. These measures are
being implemented to ensure
that the thousands of party

_' workers and activists attend-

ing the event do not face any
difficulties. Field-level offi-

| cials received specific sug-

gestions to ensure the event
proceeds smoothly. Leaders
expressed confidence that
the visit of the young leader
will infuse fresh enthusiasm
into the local party ranks
and vowed to make the pro-
gram a grand success. party
leaders, and activists partici-
pated in this program.

Jana Sena Leaders Visit A|I|ng Garikapati Chandra

Srikalahasti, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

Srikalahasti Jana Sena Party
President Garikapati Chand
ra was visited by party con-
stituency leader Narendra
Dandi in Tirupati on Monday.
Chandra, who is suffering
from chronic knee pain, is
currently undergoing treat-
ment at the Ayurvedic
department of SWIMS
Hospital in Tirupati. During
the visit, Dandi inquired
about his health condition.
Chandra's family members
said that his health has
improved through Ayurvedic
physiotherapy,

I \
and massage therapy.
Doctors have advised him to
continue the treatment for

another week. Narendra
Dandi congratulated
Chandra for believing in tra-
ditional = medicine and

wished him a speedy recov-
ery and return to public serv-

ice. Srikalahasti Devastha
nam Trust Board members
and senior party leaders also
participated in the visit.

Jana Sena leaders Garikapati
Chandra, constituency lead
er Narendra Dandi, and sen-
ior leader Dandi Raghavaiah
participated in this program.

CM Lays Foundation Stone for Hero MotoCorp Glohal Parts Centre in Sri City

Sri_City, June 29 | TPN
Bureau
Chief Minister Nara

Chandrababu Naidu will lay
the foundation stone for Hero
MotoCorp's second Global
Parts Centre in Sri City on
July 1. District Collector S.
Venkateswar, District SP L.
Subbaraidu, Joint Collector
R. Govinda Rao, Hero
MotoCorp representatives,
and Sri City officials inspect-
ed the venue, helipad, stage
arrangements, and trans-
portation facilities. Terming
the visit as a highly presti-
gious one, Collector 8.

YL SSP
Venkateswar directed all
departments to work in coor-
dination to avoid even the
slightest lapse. He directed
that proper arrangements be
made for the seating of the
guests, drinking water, sani-
tation, power supply, medical

services, and fire safety.
District SP L. Subbaraidu
announced that high-level
security arrangements and a
special traffic control plan
are being implemented. To
make this event a success,
Hero MotoCorp and Sri City
representatives confirmed
that the preparatory work
will be completed within the
stipulated time frame. Sri
City Managing Director Rav
indra Narsa Reddy, Additi
onal SP Ravi Manohara
chari, and RDO Devendra
Reddy participated in this
program.

Lord Prasanna Venkateswara Blesses Devotees in Mohini Avatar

Tirupati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

As part of the annual Brahm
otsavams of Sri Prasanna
Venkateswara Swamy in
Appalayagunta, the deity
blessed devotees in the Mohi
ni avatar on a palanquin on
Monday morning. The pro-
cession started at 8:00 am
along the Madaveedhu, whe
re devotees chanted Govin
da's name and offered cam-

phor aartis. Following the
procession, the grand Snapa
Thirumanjanam ritual was
performed from 10:00 am to
11:30 am. The evening sched-
ule features the Oonjal Seva

from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, fol-
lowed by the highly signifi-
cant Garuda Vahana Seva
starting at 7:30 pm. Temple
officials finalized all
arrangements for these
sacred rituals to ensure
smooth proceedings for the

visiting public.
Deputy EO Harindranath,
AEO Devarajulu, and

Superintendent Srivani par-
ticipated in this program.

Jana Sena Committee Collects Information from Activists to Strengthen Party Structure

Tirupati, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

A meeting of the Jana Sena
Party leaders' information
collection committee was
held in Tirupati Parliament
on Monday as per the
instructions of Jana Sena
Party chief Pawan Kalyan.
Committee observer Lokam

Prasad, Tirupati MLA Arani

\.‘ Srinivasulu, and Chittoor

District Joint President
Pasupuleti Hariprasad
attended the meeting as chief
guests and congratulated the
selected committee mem-
bers.

Speed up Construction of Causeway MLA Paritala Sunitha

Rapthadu, June 29 |
Bureau

Rapthadu MLA Paritala
Sunitha has ordered contrac-
tors and officials to speed up
the construction of the low-
level causeway on the route
from Rapthadu to Anantapur
city via JNTU. The construc-
tion on the Pandameru strea
m has been undertaken at an
estimated cost of Rs 4 crore.
Sunitha started the works on
April 7, but progress delayed

TPN

due to recent rains, prompt-'
ing her personal inspection
on Monday.

Sunitha stated that the proj-
ect addresses difficulties
faced by Rapthadu Mandal
residents, students, and peo-
ple traveling to JNTU from
Hindupur and Penukonda
areas. Currently, Rs 2 crore
has been sanctioned from
district mineral funds, and
the remaining Rs 2 crore will
be sanctioned soon to ensure
better road facilities. con-
tractors, and officials partici-
pated in this program.

Lokam Prasad sald that the
main objective of this pro-
gram is to strengthen the
party structure by transpar-
ently recording the details of
activists from the village
level to the state level. Arani
Srinivasulu assured that the
dedication of the activists
has brought the party to this
level and that they will be

given appropriate recogni-
tion and future responsibili-
ties. Pasupuleti Hariprasad
said that party president
Pawan Kalyan started this
program to honor the
activists who have served
selflessly for 12 years since
the party's inception. He said
that the party's aim is to pro-
vide organizational responsi-
bilities to eligible workers
from ward level to state level.
Committee members and
local leaders were present to
coordinate the data collec-
tion process.
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Collector Reviews Arrangements for

CM Naidu’s Nellore Visit

Nellore, June 29 | TPN Bureau

State Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu is scheduled
to visit Ponnaparavaripalem in Chillakuru Mandal on July 1,
prompting District Collector Himanshu Shukla to instruct
officials to ensure the visit is a success. Inspecting arrange-
ments in Punnapuvaripalem on Monday with Gudur MLA
Pasham Sunil Kumar, SP Ajitha Vejendla, and JC Mogili
Venkateswarlu, Shukla ordered strict adherence to protocols,
including setting up health camps, ensuring sanitation, and
managing barricading. Earlier, Himanshu Shukla and
Pasham Sunil Kumar inaugurated a new RTC bus service for
Punnapuvaripalem, Oduru, and Rettapalli villages.

Gudur RDO Aruna Kumari, DRDA PD Nagaraja Kumari, and
MEPMA PD Kiran Kumar participated in this program.

Photo Caption

Devotees exchanged bread with deep devotion at Swarnala
Ghat during the ongoing fourth day of the traditional Roti fes-
tival.

Complete Voter Digitalization
Within a Week: Joint Collector Nurul Qamar

Kurnool, June 29 | TPN Bureau

Joint Collector Nurul Qamar has ordered Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs) and Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers (AEROs) to complete the voter digitaliza-
tion process within a week. During a teleconference on
Monday regarding the special intensive revision, Qamar
emphasized complying with the Election Commission dead-
line to avoid show-cause notices. With only 14 to 15 days
remaining in the overall timeline, the Joint Collector stated
that officials must achieve 8 to 10 percent daily progress.
Qamar explained that the final days will require additional
time for verifying voter details, documents, and correcting
errors. Tehsildars, EROs, AEROs, and Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) must coordinate and act responsibly to prevent voter
difficulties. The Joint Collector urged continuous monitoring
and regular communication with BLOs to ensure accurate,
priority-based recording without negligence. Qamar reviewed
constituency-wise progress during the session. DRO C.
Venkata Narayanamma, EROs, and AEROs participated in
this program.

Accelerate Voter List Digitization
: Kurnool ERO Challa Obulesu

Kurnool June 29 | TPN Bureau

Kurnool Assembly Constituency Electoral Registration
Officer and Municipal Corporation Commissioner Challa
Obulesu has ordered that special attention be paid to complete
the Special Comprehensive Revision (SIR) process of the vot-
ers' list before the July 14 deadline. On Monday, he inspected
the digitization of voter enumeration forms at the 123rd
Secretariat on Roja Street.Obulesu stated that the Central
Election Commission's digitization process must be accelerat-
ed and carried out properly without mistakes. He asked polit-
ical party Booth Level Agents to cooperate with Booth Level
Officers. Voters must keep their photos, Aadhaar, and identity
documents ready, or arrange prior voting family details. Elec
toral Registration Officer Challa Obulesu, Booth Level Agen
ts, and Booth Level Officers participated in this program.

Extend Voter Revision Deadline and Resolve Flaws: YCP Leaders

Kadapa, June 29 | TPN
Bureau

YCP district president P.
Ravindranath Reddy, former
deputy CM SB. Anjad Basha,
former MLA Shettipally
Raghurami Reddy, and CEC
member K. Suresh Babu sub-
mitted a petition to DRO K.
Mallikarjuna at the Kadapa
Collector's office requesting
an extension of the Special
Comprehensive Revision

deadline.

The leaders urged the resolu-
tion of voter list issues,

2002 list. They noted that a
large number of votes were
lost in Chapadu mandal and
requested immediate action
to ensure all eligible citizens
retain their right to vote.

State SC Cell Working
President Puli Sunil Kumar,
Farmers' Department

District President Prasad
Reddy, and former corporator
Mallikarjuna participated in
this program.

pointing out that former
deputy CM Anjad Basha's
vote was missing from the
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BJP's Strategy for 2029.
Where is Congress Heade

Chennu Peddiraju

Although the next Lok Sabha
elections are still three years
away, Indian politics has al-
ready begun revolving around
the 2029 general elections.
While the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) appears to be mov-
ing with a well-defined long-
term strategy, the principal op-
position party, the Congress,
seems to be on a journey with-
out a clear destination.

Over the past three decades,
national parties have gradual-
ly lost ground in Indian poli-
tics. According to the Election
Commission of India, only six
political parties currently en-
joy national party status.
Among them, the BJP, the Con-
gress, and the CPI(M) are the
most prominent, while the oth-
er three—the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP), the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), and the National
People's Party (NPP)—remain
largely confined to specific re-
gions. Consequently, regional
parties have emerged as deci-
sive players in India's political
landscape. However, many of
these regional parties are now
facing internal crises, splits, or
organisational decline, signifi-
cantly altering the country's
political equations. There is lit-
tle doubt that the BJP has been
able to capitalise on these
changing dynamics more effec-
tively than any other political
party.

The BJP's vision of a "Devel-
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oped India by 2047" extends be-
yond economic aspirations. Po-
litically, the party appears
determined to establish long-
term dominance. Whether its
objective is to expand Hindut-
va politics, strengthen its ideo-
logical base, or remain in pow-
er until 2047, weakening its
political rivals seems to be an
integral part of its broader
strategy. Political observers be-
lieve that this explains the
BJP's increasing focus on re-
gional parties such as the Tri-
namool Congress in West Ben-
gal, the Shiv Sena and the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) in Maharashtra, the Ja-
nata Dal (United) in Bihar, and
several other influential re-
gional forces. The underlying
assumption appears to be that
any weakening of regional par-
ties would ultimately benefit
the BJP, directly or indirectly.
The party also seems to be
viewing issues such as the
Women's Reservation Bill and
the proposed delimitation of
parliamentary constituencies
through the lens of long-term
electoral gains. The political
outcomes witnessed in Assam
and Jammu & Kashmir follow-
ing delimitation are often cited
as examples of this strategy,
with analysts suggesting that
similar approaches may be
considered elsewhere.

The Congress, on the other
hand, faces challenges that go
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far beyond electoral defeats.
Out of more than 4,000 Assem-
bly seats across the country,
the party now holds only a few
hundred. In several states, its
presence has become almost
negligible. Its weak position in
politically crucial states such
as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Guja-
rat, and Odisha raises serious
questions about its long-term
prospects. More importantly,
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NCP

the Congress appears to have
made opposition to the BJP—
and particularly to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi—its pri-
mary political agenda. While
the party is attempting to at-
tract young voters and expand
its presence on social media,
its efforts to rebuild the organi-
sation from the grassroots
have fallen short of expecta-
tions. Critics argue that in-
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stead of conducting serious
introspection into the reasons
behind repeated electoral de-
feats, the party continues to fo-
cus mainly on criticising the
Union Government.

The fragmentation of re-
gional parties is not a new phe-
nomenon. Similar develop-
ments occurred even when the
Congress was in power. The
experience of the Praja Rajy-

Social Mediais a Double-Edged Sword: Be Careful, Netizen

ot LT
Prof: Madhusudhan
Reddy Burra

Social media is the order of
the day. It connects and in-
forms billions of people
around the globe. Thanks to
the digital revolution for trans-
forming this world into a glob-
al village. From a just-born Al-
pha Generation baby to the
Silent and Baby Boomers, all
are enjoying the taste of social
media through pictures and
videos. Reconnecting with
classmates, peer groups, past
associates, friends, relatives,
physically unknown online
friends, and others is a valua-
ble part of social media. Fam-
ily members spread across the
globe have made social media a
meeting place for sharing their
thoughts and news. From con-
necting friends and family
across distances to transform-
ing marketing and commerce,
social media has reshaped how
we interact. No longer just for
sending messages and connect-
ing people, social media is now
a primary marketplace where
consumers can search for their
existing needs and discover
new products.

World Social Media
Day-2026:

World Social Media Day is
observed annually on 30 June
to bring awareness about the
impact of social media on soci-
ety in both positive and nega-
tive ways. Social media has
been redefining how people in-
teract, communicate, and
share with friends, family
members, and the global popu-
lation. Established in 2010 by
Mashable, this annual event
celebrates the impact of digital
platforms on global communi-
cation, community building,
and cultural changes. Approxi-
mately 5.79 billion people are
actively using social media
platforms globally, spending an
average of 2 hours and 27 min-
utes daily on these networks.
Gen Z youth spend over 54 per-
cent more time than the aver-
age consumer per day on social
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media platforms watching us-
er-generated content, and 26
percent less time watching TV
and movies. Social media users
now make up a “supermajori-
ty,” with over five billion users
out of the world’s population
of over eight billion. The 2026
World Social Media Day marks
the 17th global celebration rec-
ognizing how social media has
influenced society, both poor
and rich.

Theme of World Social Me-
dia Day-2026:

The theme of World Social
Media Day-2026 is “Uniting the
Digital World,” focusing on
highlighting how digital plat-
forms connect people, cultures,
and communities across the
globe. This day matters be-
cause it gives professionals,
creators, and ordinary users a
moment to celebrate what so-
cial media has made possible
while encouraging better,
healthier, and more honest use
of platforms. Social Media Day
is celebrated in many ways,
such as thanking creators, re-
connecting with old friends,
trying a new platform, sharing
your own story or positive mes-
sages, engaging in online dis-
cussions, promoting a small
business or charity, taking a
partial break, talking to young
people, spreading awareness
about the benefits and adverse
effects of these platforms, edu-
cating yourself and others,
and auditing your feedback.
Important Social Media
Platforms:

The most important part-
ners and brands for Social Me-
dia Day are Meta, Hootsuite,
Sprout Social, TikTok, Linked-
In, X (Twitter), Mashable, etc.
SixDegrees is considered the
first social media site launched
in 1997. Mark Zuckerberg, the
co-founder of Facebook in
2004, is considered a key figure
in the rise of social media. The
first modern social media plat-
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form was Friendster in 2002.
LinkedIn was launched in 2003
and MySpace in 2004, the same
year as Facebook. YouTube
launched its video-sharing
platform in 2005, followed by
Twitter in 2006. Instagram was
launched in 2010. Social media
has become a huge source of
news, shopping, finding influ-
encers for businesses, and gen-
eral entertainment. The 17th
Social Media Day celebration
comes in an era defined by Al,
creators, and social commerce.
Monthly Facebook users ex-
ceed 3 billion, Instagram has
over 2 billion users, WhatsApp
has 2 billion users, TikTok has
1.5 billion users, and WeChat
has 1.3 billion users. China
alone accounts for more than
one billion social media users,
India has 870 million users, the
US has 313 million, and Europe
has 731 million.

Social Media Etiquettes:

There are a few etiquettes to
be followed as responsible neti-
zens at every stage of life. Be
yourself when you interact on-
line. We must like, comment
on, and share content to build
connections, but not spread de-
structive news. Always use a

=

COMMUNIT

DﬂUBLEEDBEU SWORD - BE CAREFUL

polite personal or professional
tone when communicating on-
line. Give proper credit to the
source when sharing content.
Use hashtags to expand your
reach or that of the content
source. Create valuable con-
tent to grow your audience or-
ganically. Refrain from engag-
ing in negative online
arguments or cyberbullying.
To ensure social media acts as
a positive tool rather than a
curse, take control of your digi-
tal habits by setting time
boundaries, curating your
feed, checking the authenticity
of information, and taking
breaks through scheduled digi-
tal detoxes to reconnect with
the physical world.

Social Media: Is it a Boon or
Bane?

Social media is a double-
edged sword. It can be a boon if
used for connection, education,
and business. It can be a bane
when it leads to addiction, cy-
berbullying, viewing objection-
able content, or spreading mis-
information. The advantages of
social media include connectiv-
ity, collaboration, branding, job
opportunities, reforming educa-
tion, and erasing distances. Ul-
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timately, its impact depends en-
tirely on an individual’s usage,
self-discipline, and digital liter-
acy. It is a boon by empowering
global connectivity, sharing
knowledge and information,
providing economic opportuni-
ties, and ensuring freedom of
expression. It becomes a bane if
used negatively. Social media
addiction may lead to fear of
missing out, anxiety, depres-
sion, and low self-esteem. Fake
news spreads faster, manipulat-
ing public opinion and creating
polarizing “echo chambers.”
The dopamine loop of “likes”
and algorithmic scrolling is
highly addictive, directly reduc-
ing productivity and focus. It
may also lead to cyberbullying
and invade privacy. The dark
side of social media includes its
impact on physical and mental
health, privacy concerns, the
spread of fake news, addiction,
and lower cognitive skills.No
matter what a person thinks
about social media or its influ-
ence on society, it is a fact that
social media has had one of the
biggest influences of any tech-
nology developed over the past
century.

(On the occasion of “World
Social Media Day” on June 30)
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DECLINING ELEET&HAL
STRENGTH

OVER-FOCUS ON
CRITICISM

LACK OF CLEAR
LONG-TERM VISION

UNCERTAIN FUTURE
STRATEGY

AND
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am Party remains a reminder
that leadership rivalries, per-
sonal ambitions, dynastic poli-
tics, and the pursuit of power
have often been the principal
causes behind political splits.

The internal challenges con-
fronting the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) in Telangana,
the developments within the
Shiv Sena in Maharashtra,

d?

growing signs of dissatisfac-
tion within the Trinamool Con-
gress in West Bengal, and the
changing political equations in
Tamil Nadu all point towards a
new phase in Indian politics. In
Tamil Nadu, 25 AIADMK legis-
lators reportedly revolted
against the party leadership
and extended support to Vijay's
TVK government after it as-
sumed office. In West Bengal,
following the Assembly elec-
tions, more than 50 Trinamool
Congress legislators and sen-
ior leaders reportedly rebelled
against Mamata Banerjee,
claiming to represent the "real"
party and even passing a reso-
lution to remove her as party
president. In Telangana, after
the BRS lost power, ten MLAs
and six MLCs crossed over to
the Congress, while the party
president's daughter floated a
separate political outfit. Politi-
cal analysts attribute the weak-
ening of the BRS largely to in-
ternal family conflicts.

Meanwhile, parties such as
the Aam Aadmi Party in Delhi,
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) in Jharkhand, the BRS
in Telangana, and the DMK in
Tamil Nadu appear to be reas-
sessing their future political
strategies. They face impor-
tant questions: Should they
align with the NDA, continue
within the INDIA alliance, or
pursue an independent politi-
cal course? Looking at these
developments, the 2029 elector-
al battle may not simply be a
contest between the BJP and
the Congress—it could increas-
ingly become a contest be-
tween the BJP and the broader
opposition.

When Bookstores Fade,
Reading Culture Follows

et LTI
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The quiet decline of book-
stores is more than a business
story—it is a cultural warn-
ing. Once vibrant spaces filled
with curious students, pas-
sionate readers, and thought-
ful conversations, bookstores
are now struggling to stay
afloat. The pressures are
mounting: rising operational
costs, the complexities of GST,
and relentless competition
from online platforms have
pushed many traditional
booksellers to the brink.

At their core, bookstores are
not mere retail outlets. They
are intellectual hubs that nur-
ture curiosity, support educa-
tion, and sustain a communi-
ty’s reading culture. For
generations, they have en-
sured that students, especially
in smaller towns and rural ar-
eas, have access to textbooks,
exam materials, and litera-
ture. Their decline risks creat-
ing a gap that digital conveni-
ence alone cannot fully bridge.

The challenges they face are
both structural and immedi-
ate. Increasing rents, wages,
and utility costs have made
survival difficult. At the same
time, online retailers, with
deep discounts and doorstep
delivery, have transformed
consumer habits. While digi-
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tal platforms offer conveni-
ence, they often do so at the
cost of local economies and
personalized service that
bookstores uniquely provide.

The impact extends beyond
shop owners. Thousands of
families depend on this eco-
system, including publishers,
distributors, and transport
workers. A weakening book-
store network threatens this
entire chain, potentially lead-
ing to widespread economic
and cultural consequences.

What is needed now is time-
ly and thoughtful interven-
tion. Policy support, fair taxa-
tion, and measures to regulate
predatory pricing practices
can help restore balance. En-
couraging institutions to
source books locally and offer-
ing targeted financial relief
can provide immediate res-
pite.Ultimately, saving book-
stores is about preserving ac-
cess to knowledge and
safeguarding a culture of
reading. In an age of rapid
digital consumption, the tac-
tile experience of books and
the community around them
remain irreplaceable. If book-
stores disappear, society risks
losing not just shops, but spac-
es that shape minds and in-
spire generations.
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CentreAssures Supportto
Assam and Arunachal Amid
Flood Crisis: Amit Shah

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday assured the
governments of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh of all pos-
sible assistance from the Cen-
tre as both northeastern states
continue to battle severe floods
triggered by heavy rainfall.
Shah said the Central govern-
ment is closely monitoring the
situation and remains commit-
ted to providing every neces-
sary resource for relief and
rehabilitation efforts.

Speaking to Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma and Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu
over the phone, Shah reviewed
the flood situation and en-
quired about the ongoing res-
cue and relief operations. He
assured both leaders that the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment stands firmly with the af-
fected states during this diffi-
cult time.

In a post on social media
platform X, the Home Minister
said he had spoken to the two
chief ministers and reiterated
the Centre's commitment to ex-
tending all required support.
He also prayed for the safety
and well-being of the people af-
fected by the floods.

Continuous heavy rainfall
over the past several days has
caused rivers in Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh to over-
flow, inundating vast areas and
disrupting normal life. Thou-
sands of people have been af-
fected as floodwaters entered
residential areas, damaged

roads, bridges and agricultural
land, and forced many families
to move to safer locations.

State disaster response
teams, along with personnel
from the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF), State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) and other agencies,
have been carrying out rescue
operations in the worst-hit dis-
tricts. Relief camps have been
set up to provide shelter, food,
drinking water and medical as-
sistance to displaced families.

The Assam government has
intensified relief measures
while continuously monitor-
ing river levels and weather
forecasts. In Arunachal
Pradesh, authorities are work-
ing to restore road connectivi-
ty in several areas where land-
slides and flash floods have
disrupted transport and
communication.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast con-
tinued rainfall in parts of the
Northeast, prompting authori-
ties to remain on high alert.
Residents living in low-lying
and flood-prone areas have
been advised to follow official
advisories and take necessary
precautions.

The Centre has assured that
all necessary assistance, in-
cluding financial support and
deployment of additional res-
cue teams if required, will be
provided to help the two states
manage the crisis and speed up
relief and rehabilitation
efforts.

Stalin Urges DMK Cadre
to StayElection-Ready

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and DMK president M.K. Sta-
lin has asked party workers to
remain fully prepared for elec-
tions, saying polls could be an-
nounced at any time. Address-
ing party functionaries at a
district-level meeting, Stalin
urged the cadre to strengthen
the party at the grassroots and
maintain constant contact
with the public.

His remarks come amid in-
creasing political activity in
the state ahead of the 2026 As-
sembly elections and the emer-
gence of actor Vijay's Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) as a
new political force. Without
naming any party directly, Sta-
lin said the DMK should not
underestimate its rivals and
must remain vigilant and
united.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that the party's focus
should be on taking the gov-
ernment's welfare schemes
and achievements to every
household. He called upon
workers to intensify public
outreach programmes and en-

sure that people are aware of
the government's development
initiatives.

Stalin also reminded party
members that elections can be
announced unexpectedly, mak-
ing organisational prepared-
ness essential. He stressed the
importance of discipline, uni-
ty and hard work to ensure the
DMK remains electorally
strong.

The statement is being
viewed as an effort to energise
the party organisation amid
changing political dynamics in
Tamil Nadu, where the entry
of Vijay's TVK has generated
significant public interest. Po-
litical observers believe the
DMK leadership is keen to con-
solidate its support base well
ahead of the Assembly
elections.

With political parties gradu-
ally shifting into campaign
mode, Stalin's message signals
the DMK's intent to remain
prepared for any electoral
challenge while reinforcing its
organisational strength across
the state.
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National Study on Low Gram Sabha
Participation to Be Released Today

The Ministry of Panchayati
Raj will release the National
Study Report on "Low Partici-
pation in Gram Sabha across
States and Union Territories"
on June 30, 2026, in New Delhi.
The report will be unveiled by
Dr. R. Balasubramaniam,
Member, NITI Aayog, in the
presence of Shri Vivek Bharad-
waj, Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, along with
senior government officials,
representatives from the Na-
tional Institute of Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj
(NIRD&PR), academicians, re-
searchers, and other stake-
holders associated with Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions.

Prepared by the National In-
stitute of Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR)
for the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, the report is based on an
extensive field study conduct-
ed across 26 States and Union
Territories. The survey cov-
ered around 7,790 respondents
from nearly 400 Gram Pan-
chayats, including PESA (Pan-

chayats Extension to Sched-
uled Areas) and women-led
Gram Panchayats, making it
one of the most comprehensive
studies on Gram Sabha partici-
pation in the country.

The study examines the key
factors influencing public par-
ticipation in Gram Sabha
meetings. These include
awareness among citizens,
communication and informa-
tion-sharing mechanisms, in-
clusiveness, institutional re-
sponsiveness, governance
practices, availability of infra-
structure, and people's percep-
tions regarding the function-
ing of Gram Sabhas. The
objective is to identify the rea-
sons behind low participation
and suggest practical meas-
ures to encourage greater citi-
zen involvement in local
governance.

The report aims to provide
evidence-based recommenda-
tions for policymakers to
strengthen Gram Sabhas and
improve the functioning of
Panchayati Raj Institutions. It

is expected to serve as an im-
portant reference for develop-
ing policies that promote
transparency, accountability,
and inclusive decision-making
at the grassroots level.

Gram Sabha, established un-
der Article 243A of the Consti-
tution, is regarded as the foun-
dation of participatory
democracy in rural India. It
provides a platform where all
registered voters of a village
can directly participate in
planning, decision-making,
and monitoring of local devel-
opment activities.

By identifying the challeng-
es that limit public participa-
tion and recommending ac-
tionable solutions, the
National Study Report seeks to
make Gram Sabhas more vi-
brant, inclusive, and respon-
sive. The findings are expected
to contribute significantly to
strengthening grassroots de-
mocracy and empowering ru-
ral communities through more
effective and participatory lo-
cal self-governance.

UDF Changes Stand on Kerala Labour
Cooperative After Corruption Allegations

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) gov-
ernment in Kerala has come
under political scrutiny after
praising the work of the
Uralungal Labour Contract Co-
operative Society (ULCCS), a
cooperative it had earlier ac-
cused of corruption while in
the Opposition.

Speaking in the Kerala As-
sembly, Public Works Minister
PK. Basheer said ULCCS has
consistently delivered quality
work, leading to an increase in
projects awarded to the coop-
erative. He also stated that the
government had found no ir-
regularities in contracts
awarded to ULCCS or in project
cost estimates over the past
decade.

The remarks mark a signifi-
cant departure from the UDF's
earlier position. During the
2026 Assembly election cam-
paign, senior Congress leaders,
including K.C. Venugopal, had
alleged that ULCCS was at the
centre of corruption under the

previous CPI(M)-led Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) government
and had promised a detailed in-
vestigation if voted to power.
Chief Minister V.D. Satheesan,
while Leader of the Opposi-
tion, had also accused the LDF
of favouring the cooperative.
The ruling LDF welcomed
Basheer's statement, saying it
vindicates ULCCS's reputation.
CPI(M) leader and former Co-
operation Minister V.N. Vasa-
van said the cooperative had

always maintained high stand-
ards despite repeated allega-
tions from the Congress.

Established over a century
ago, ULCCS is one of Kerala's
largest cooperative construc-
tion agencies, executing high-
ways, bridges and other major
infrastructure projects. The
UDF government's latest en-
dorsement is expected to trig-
ger fresh political debate over
its changed stance on the
cooperative.

Reliable Data Key to Achieving
Viksit Bharat: Dr PK Mishra

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Dr. PK. Mishra
on Monday emphasised the im-
portance of reliable data in driv-
ing India's development while
addressing the 20th Statistics
Day 2026 celebrations. He said
the vision of Viksit Bharat, as
envisaged by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, can be achieved
only through data-driven gov-
ernance and evidence-based
policymaking.

Dr. Mishra said the govern-
ment is updating the base years
for key macroeconomic indica-
tors, including the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), Consum-
er Price Index (CPI) and Index
of Industrial Production (IIP),
to better reflect the country's
evolving economy. These revi-
sions, he noted, will improve the
accuracy of official statistics
and strengthen policy formula-
tion.Highlighting the role of
quality data, he stressed that
credible, timely and transparent

statistics are essential for effec-
tive governance, efficient public
service delivery and optimal use
of resources. He also recalled
the government's efforts to es-
tablish robust institutional
frameworks that ensure high
standards of data quality, pri-
vacy, transparency and inde-
pendence.Dr. Mishra described
India's rapidly expanding digi-
tal administrative data as a stra-
tegic national asset, saying its
effective use can significantly
enhance governance, planning

and policy decisions. He also
called for greater adoption of
technology, innovation and ad-
vanced analytics to strengthen
the country's statistical
system.

Statistics Day is observed eve-
ry year on June 29 to mark the
birth anniversary of renowned
statistician Professor P.C. Ma-
halanobis, recognising his con-
tributions to India's statistical
framework and promoting the
role of data in national
development.

Yasin Malik Named Mastermind in
1989 Murder of Kashmlrl Pandlt

A Jammu court has named jailed
separatist leader Yasin Malik as the al-
leged mastermind in the 1989 murder of
Sarla Bhat, a Kashmiri Pandit nurse,
nearly 36 years after the crime. The
court directed the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) to further investigate
Malik's alleged role in the case and sub-
mit a detailed report.

Sarla Bhat, anurse at Srinagar's Shri
Maharaja Hari Singh (SMHS) Hospital,
was abducted from her residence on
April 13, 1989, by militants. She was al-
legedly gang-raped and later murdered,
inone of the earliest targeted attacks on
members of the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity before the mass exodus from the
Valley.

The court observed that material
placed before it indicated Malik's al-
leged involvement in planning the crime

and said a deeper investigation was nec-
essary to establish the full conspiracy.
The CBI has been asked to examine all
evidence, identify other accused if any,
and take appropriate legal action.
Malik, chief of the banned Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), is
currently serving a life sentence in Del-
hi's Tihar Jail after being convicted in a
terror funding case by the National In-

I vestigation Agency (NIA) in 2022.

The fresh development has brought
renewed attention to one of the most
brutal crimes committed during the
early years of militancy in Jammu and
Kashmir. The court's direction is expect-
ed to reopen investigations into the dec-
ades-old case and could lead to further
legal proceedings based on the CBI's
findings.

VOO

www.truepointnews.com

Malllkarjun I(harge
Reappointed Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha

Congress president Mall-
ikarjun Kharge was formally
reappointed as the Leader of
the Opposition (LoP) in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday after
taking oath as a re-elected
member of the Upper House.
The recognition came from
Rajya Sabha Chairman and
Vice President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan, restoring Kharge
to the post with effect from
June 26.

Kharge's earlier term as a
Rajya Sabha member ended
on June 25, following which he
automatically ceased to hold
the position of Leader of the
Opposition. After being re-
elected to the Upper House
from Karnataka, he was once
again recognised as the LoP
under the provisions of the
Salary and Allowances of
Leaders of Opposition in Par-
liament Act, 1977. The Rajya
Sabha Secretariat issued an
official bulletin confirming
his reappointment.

The oath of office was ad-
ministered by Rajya Sabha
Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan
in his chamber at Parliament
House. Several senior Con-
gress leaders, including Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, were present during
the ceremony.

Following the ceremony,
Kharge expressed gratitude
for the opportunity to contin-

ue serving in the Upper House.
In a post on social media plat-
form X, he described taking
oath again as a "matter of im-
mense pride and responsibili-
ty." He thanked the Congress
leadership, especially Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, fel-
low party MPs, workers and
supporters for their continued
faith in him throughout his
political career.

Kharge also acknowledged
the support extended by the
Rajya Sabha Chairman and
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
in ensuring the smooth func-
tioning of the House. He
thanked leaders of various op-
position parties, particularly
members of the INDIA bloc,
for their cooperation and ex-
pressed confidence that they
would continue working to-
gether to hold the government
accountable during the up-
coming Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

A veteran parliamentarian
and senior Congress leader,
Kharge has been serving as
the Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha since 2021.
His reappointment ensures
continuity in the Congress
party's leadership in the Up-
per House and is expected to
strengthen coordination
among opposition parties as
Parliament prepares to debate
several key legislative and pol-
icy issues during the forth-
coming session.

Maharashtra Plans Indla S
First Offshore Airport

Maharashtra is set to build
India's first offshore airport
near Kore Beach in Palghar
district, marking a major step
in the state's aviation and in-
frastructure development.
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis has directed officials to
prepare a Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) and examine ex-
tending the Uttan-Virar Sea
Link to provide direct connec-
tivity to the proposed airport.

Unlike conventional air-
ports built on land, an offshore
airport is constructed on re-
claimed land or artificial is-
lands in the sea. Countries
such as Japan, Hong Kong and
South Korea have successfully
adopted this model to over-
come land shortages and ex-
pand aviation capacity.

The proposed airport is de-
signed to handle around 90
million passengers annually
and is expected to complement
major infrastructure projects
such as the Vadhavan Port,
new road networks and high-
speed rail connectivity. To-
gether, these projects are ex-

pected to transform the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
and create a new economic
growth corridor in northern
Maharashtra.

The project is also expected
to boost industrial growth, lo-
gistics, tourism and real estate
development in Palghar and
neighbouring regions. Accord-
ing to experts, improved con-
nectivity and the upcoming
Vadhavan Port could generate
significant employment op-
portunities and attract large-
scale investments. The airport
is expected to ease pressure on
Mumbai's existing airports
while supporting the region's
growing air travel demand.

The state government be-
lieves the offshore airport will
play a crucial role in strength-
ening Maharashtra's economy
and enhancing its position as
a global business and logistics
hub. Once the DPR is complet-
ed and necessary approvals
are obtained, the project is ex-
pected to become one of India's
most ambitious aviation infra-
structure initiatives.
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Five Killed in Germany Shooting;
Police Detain Suspect

S

At least five people were
killed in a shooting in the
northern German town of Sta-
de on Monday, triggering a
large-scale police operation
and leaving residents in shock.
Authorities confirmed that a
male suspect has been taken
into custody, while investiga-
tors continue to probe the mo-
tive behind the deadly attack.

The incident occurred in the
town of Stade, located in Low-
er Saxony, where emergency
services and heavily armed po-
lice rushed to the scene follow-
ing reports of gunfire. Offi-
cials cordoned off the affected
area and urged residents to
avoid the vicinity while secu-
rity personnel carried out
their operation.

Police later confirmed that
five people had lost their lives
in the shooting. Although the
suspect was apprehended with-
out further violence, authori-
ties have not yet disclosed the
identities of the victims or
clarified whether they had any
connection to the accused. The

circumstances leading to the
attack are still under
investigation.

Law enforcement agencies
stated that there is currently
no indication of an ongoing
threat to the public. However,
investigators are examining
all possible angles, including
the suspect’s background, per-
sonal relationships and any po-
tential motive. Officials have
appealed to witnesses and any-
one with relevant information
to assist the investigation.

The shooting prompted a sig-
nificant emergency response,

with police, paramedics and
forensic teams deployed to the
scene. Roads surrounding the
area were sealed off as officers
gathered evidence and con-
ducted searches. Residents
were advised to stay indoors
and follow official instructions
until the situation was fully
secured.

German authorities have not
classified the incident as an act
of terrorism at this stage. They
stressed that it is too early to
speculate about the motive and
urged the public to rely on ver-
ified information rather than

rumours circulating on social
media.The tragedy has once
again drawn attention to inci-
dents of gun violence in Ger-
many, where such attacks are
relatively rare due to the coun-
try's strict firearm regulations.
Nevertheless, isolated shoot-
ings have periodically raised
concerns over public safety
and mental health issues.

Political leaders and local of-
ficials expressed condolences
to the families of the victims
and thanked emergency re-
sponders for their swift action.
Support services have also
been made available for wit-
nesses and those affected by
the incident.

As investigators continue
their work, authorities are ex-
pected to release further de-
tails about the victims, the sus-
pect and the circumstances
surrounding the attack once
the initial inquiry progresses.
For now, the focus remains on
supporting the victims' fami-
lies and establishing the events
that led to the fatal shooting.

Article b at Heart of Renewed US-Iran
Tensions Over Strait of Hormuz

A key provision in the re-
cently signed US-Iran Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) has emerged as the
main flashpoint behind re-
newed tensions in the Strait of
Hormuz, threatening to derail
a fragile peace agreement
reached after months of con-
flict. Article 5 of the agree-
ment, which outlines the reo-
pening and management of the
strategic waterway, is now be-
ing interpreted differently by
Washington and Tehran, lead-
ing to fresh military
confrontations.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world's most important
maritime routes, carrying
nearly 20 per cent of global oil
shipments during normal
times. Shipping through the
narrow passage was severely
disrupted after Iran imposed a
blockade following the out-
break of the US-Iran conflict
earlier this year. The June 17
MoU sought to restore com-
mercial navigation while cre-
ating a framework for long-
term management of the
waterway.

Article 5 specifically calls for
the immediate reopening of
the Strait to commercial ship-
ping and states that Iran will
hold consultations with Oman
and other Gulf nations to de-
termine the future administra-
tion and maritime services of
the waterway in accordance
with international law. How-
ever, the agreement does not
clearly define how ships should
operate during the transition
period or who should oversee
navigation until a permanent
arrangement is established.

These ambiguities have be-
come the source of a major dis-
pute. The United States argues

.| 1
that commercial vessels should
be allowed to resume pre-war
navigation practices and tran-
sit freely through internation-
ally recognised shipping lanes
without being subject to uni-
lateral control. Washington
has also proposed routing
ships closer to Oman's waters,
describing it as a safer alterna-
tive while regional security re-
mains uncertain.

Iran, on the other hand, in-
sists that the agreement recog-
nises its authority over opera-
tions in the Strait during the
ongoing clearance process.
Tehran has directed vessels to
use the northern shipping cor-

ridor within Iranian territori-
al waters and maintains that it
will oversee maritime traffic
for the next 30 days while nor-
mal operations are gradually
restored.

The differing interpreta-
tions have already triggered
fresh hostilities. A commercial
vessel was struck while trans-
iting the Strait, prompting US
military strikes on Iranian tar-
gets. Iran denied responsibili-
ty for the attack but accused
Washington of violating the
peace agreement. Both sides
have since agreed to temporar-
ily halt military action and re-
sume talks in Doha, Qatar, in
an effort to prevent further
escalation.

Analysts warn that unless
both countries reach a com-
mon understanding of Article
5, the Strait of Hormuz will re-
main a potential flashpoint.
With global energy markets
closely watching develop-
ments, the outcome of upcom-
ing negotiations could prove
crucial for regional stability
and uninterrupted interna-
tional trade.

ChinaRejects India’s

Goncerns 0

China has dismissed India's
concerns over its growing co-
operation with Bangladesh on
the Teesta River Comprehen-
sive Management and Restora-
tion Project (TRCMRP), insist-
ing that the initiative is purely
aimed at improving livelihoods
and restoring the river ecosys-
tem. Beijing stressed that its
partnership with Dhaka is not
directed against any third
country and should remain
free from external
interference.

Responding to questions
about India's objections, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Guo Jiakun said China-
Bangladesh cooperation is
based on mutual development
goals and respects Bangla-
desh's sovereign right to
choose its development part-
ners. "China-Bangladesh coop-
eration does not target any
third party and should be free
from third-party influence," he
said during a media briefing in
Beijing.

The Teesta River flows
through the Indian state of
Sikkim and West Bengal before
entering Bangladesh, making
it a strategically and economi-
cally important transbounda-
ry river. The proposed restora-
tion project includes river

dredging, embankment con-
struction, erosion control, ir-
rigation improvements and
flood management measures
aimed at improving water re-
sources and agricultural pro-
ductivity in northern
Bangladesh.

India has expressed reserva-
tions because the Teesta basin
is located close to its sensitive
northeastern region. Officials
in New Delhi are reportedly
concerned that increased Chi-
nese involvement in infra-
structure projects near the bor-
der could have long-term
strategic implications. The is-

b

sue has gained prominence fol-
lowing recent agreements be-
tween Bangladesh and China
to deepen cooperation on wa-
ter management and other in-
frastructure initiatives.
Defending the project, China
described the Teesta restora-
tion programme as an impor-
tant livelihood initiative for
Bangladesh. Guo said Beijing
is prepared to provide techni-
cal and developmental support
to help improve river manage-
ment and strengthen coopera-
tion in areas such as water con-
servancy, trade and public
welfare. He added that China is

ver Teesta Project

willing to align its develop-
ment strategies with Bangla-
desh to promote mutually ben-
eficial projects.

The remarks come days after
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman met Chinese
leaders in Beijing, where both
sides agreed to expand coop-
eration on the Teesta project
and other infrastructure initi-
atives. The visit resulted in
several agreements aimed at
strengthening bilateral ties, in-
cluding discussions on river
management, economic coop-
eration and connectivity
projects.

The Teesta project has be-
come a key issue in the evolv-
ing geopolitical dynamics of
South Asia, where Bangladesh
is seeking to balance its rela-
tions with both India and Chi-
na. While Dhaka maintains
that its partnerships are driv-
en by development priorities,
India continues to monitor
Chinese involvement in strate-
gically significant projects
near its borders. Analysts be-
lieve the Teesta initiative will
remain an important diplomat-
ic issue as regional powers
compete for influence while
Bangladesh pursues infra-
structure development and
economic growth.

o

A relentless heatwave sweep-
ing across Europe has turned
increasingly deadly, with
France reporting around 1,000
excess deaths in just a few days
as record-breaking tempera-
tures continue to grip the conti-
nent. Health officials warned
that the death toll could rise
further as more data becomes
available from hospitals, care
homes and private residences.

According to French public
health authorities, the majority
of the victims were elderly peo-
ple aged 65 and above, many of
whom were living alone or suf-
fered from pre-existing health
conditions. Most of the deaths
occurred in homes rather than
hospitals, highlighting the vul-
nerability of isolated and age-
ing populations during pro-
longed periods of extreme heat.

The intense heat has pushed
temperatures above 40 degrees
Celsius in several parts of Eu-
rope, shattering long-standing
records in countries including
Germany, Poland, the Czech Re-
public and Hungary. Meteorolo-
gists have described the cur-
rent episode as one of the most
severe heatwaves ever experi-
enced in Europe, driven in part
by climate change, which has
increased the frequency and in-
tensity of such extreme weath-
er events.

The scorching conditions
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Europe Heatwave Turns Deadly as
France Reports 1,000 Excess Deaths

have placed enormous pressure
on healthcare systems and pub-
lic infrastructure. Hospitals
have reported a surge in pa-
tients suffering from heat-relat-
ed illnesses such as dehydra-
tion, heatstroke and respiratory
complications. In Paris, mortu-
aries have struggled to cope
with the sudden rise in deaths,
forcing authorities to arrange
additional storage facilities for
bodies.

The heatwave has also dis-
rupted transport and energy
networks across Europe. Rail
services have been delayed due
to buckled tracks, while low
river levels have affected power
generation and agriculture in
several countries. Emergency
services have responded to nu-
merous incidents, including
wildfires and drownings as peo-
ple sought relief from the ex-
treme temperatures.

The World Health Organiza-
tion has warned that Europe is
warming at roughly twice the
global average, making heat-
waves an increasingly serious
public health emergency. Ex-
perts have urged governments
to strengthen climate adapta-
tion measures, improve early
warning systems and better
protect vulnerable populations
from extreme weather.

Although cooler conditions
have begun returning to parts
of Western Europe following
thunderstorms, forecasters say
high temperatures are expected
to persist in several central and
eastern European countries.
Authorities continue to advise
people to remain hydrated,
avoid unnecessary outdoor ac-
tivities during peak afternoon
hours and regularly check on
elderly relatives and neigh-
bours until the heat subsides.

Venezuela Earthquake Death Toll
Climbs as Thousands Remain Missing

The death toll from the dev-
astating earthquakes that
struck Venezuela has contin-
ued to rise as rescue teams
race against time to locate
thousands of people still feared
trapped beneath collapsed
buildings. Authorities say the
disaster has claimed nearly
1,500 lives, while more than
3,000 people have been injured
and tens of thousands remain
unaccounted for, making it one
of the country's worst natural
disasters in decades.

Two powerful earthquakes,
measuring 7.2 and 7.5 in mag-
nitude, struck Venezuela's
northern coastal region within
seconds of each other, causing
widespread destruction in La
Guaira state and parts of the
capital, Caracas. Hundreds of
residential buildings, schools,
hospitals and commercial es-
tablishments were either de-
stroyed or severely damaged,
leaving thousands of families
homeless.

Rescue operations are con-
tinuing around the clock de-
spite difficult conditions.
Emergency workers, military
personnel and volunteers from
several countries are search-
ing through mountains of de-
bris, often using heavy ma-
chinery as well as manual tools
to reach survivors. More than
2,600 international rescue per-
sonnel have joined local teams

in the massive humanitarian
effort.

Officials estimate that
around 50,000 people remain
missing, although authorities
caution that some may be dis-
placed or unable to communi-
cate because of damaged infra-
structure. Rescue teams have
managed to pull several survi-
vors from the rubble, including
children, providing moments
of hope amid the tragedy. How-
ever, hundreds of aftershocks
have complicated search ef-
forts and increased the risk for
rescue workers.The earth-
quakes have also severely dis-
rupted essential services
across affected regions. Elec-
tricity, water supply and tele-
communications remain par-
tially restored, while hospitals
are struggling to treat the large
number of injured. Temporary
shelters have been established
for thousands of displaced res-
idents, and relief agencies are
distributing food, drinking wa-

ter ‘nd medical supplies.

The disaster has drawn an
international response, with
several countries sending
search-and-rescue teams, med-
ical personnel and humanitar-
ian aid. Relief agencies have
warned that the coming days
will be critical, as the chances
of finding survivors decrease
with time. Meanwhile, authori-
ties have urged residents to re-
main alert because aftershocks
continue to shake the affected
areas.

As Venezuela mourns the
lives lost, investigators and
emergency officials continue
to assess the full extent of the
destruction. The government
has pledged to intensify rescue
operations and provide sup-
port to affected communities,
while the international com-
munity has called for sus-
tained humanitarian assis-
tance to help the country
recover from the catastrophic
disaster.

Biden Calls Trump ‘A Loser’, Accuses
Him of Corruption and Incompetence

Former US President Joe Biden
launched one of his sharpest attacks
yet on President Donald Trump, call-
ing him “a loser” and accusing him
of corruption, incompetence and put-
ting personal ambition above the in-
terests of the American people. The
remarks came during a keynote
speech at the Maryland Democratic
Party's annual gala in Hanover,
where Biden urged party workers to
intensify efforts ahead of the upcom-
ing midterm elections.

During his 10-minute address, the
83-year-old former president criti-
cised several of Trump's high-profile
projects in Washington, DC. Biden
mocked the demolition of the White
House's East Wing to make way for a
ballroom, attempts to rename the
John F. Kennedy Center, plans for a
triumphal arch and the costly reno-
vation of the Lincoln Memorial Re-
flecting Pool, which was later plagued
by an algae bloom. Referring to these
initiatives, Biden remarked, “What a
loser,” drawing applause from the
audience.

Biden argued that these projects
reflected a broader pattern of poor
governance rather than isolated deci-
sions. He accused the Trump admin-
istration of unprecedented corrup-
tion, alleging that a no-bid federal
contract linked to a Trump donor

was awarded for the Reflecting Pool
renovation. “It's the corruption — the
brazen, blatant corruption. Corrup-
tion on a scale never seen before in
American history,” Biden said, claim-
ing that public resources had been
used to benefit political allies.

The former president also criti-
cised Trump's foreign policy, saying
it had weakened America's global
standing and undermined the NATO
alliance. He questioned Trump's ap-
proach towards Russian President
Vladimir Putin and argued that US
leadership on the world stage had suf-
fered significantly under the current
administration. “He's diminished
our standing in the world more than
any president in history,” Biden told
the gathering.

Biden further criticised proposals
to compensate individuals convicted

over the January 6, 2021, Capitol riot,
saying taxpayers' money should not
be used for such purposes. He insist-
ed that those responsible for the at-
tack should face legal consequences
rather than receive financial
support.

The speech marked exactly two
years since Biden's widely criticised
debate performance against Trump
in June 2024, which ultimately led
him to withdraw from the presiden-
tial race. Trump later returned to the
White House after defeating then
Vice President Kamala Harris in the
2024 election. Despite stepping away
from elected office, Biden has recent-
ly re-emerged on the campaign trail,
encouraging Democratic supporters
to remain politically active and work
towards regaining control of Con-
gress in the midterm elections.




POIT

m VIJAYAWADA, TUESDAY, JUNE, 30.06.2026

Indian equity benchmarks
ended lower on Monday, bring-
ing an end to their two-session
winning streak as profit book-
ing and weak global cues
weighed on investor sentiment.
The NSE Nifty 50 closed below
the crucial 24,000 mark, while
the BSE Sensex also finished in
the red after a volatile trading
session.

Selling pressure was visible
across several key sectors, with
the automobile index emerging
as the biggest laggard, declining
nearly 2 percent. PSU Banks,
Media, Information Technology,
and Oil & Gas stocks also wit-
nessed losses of around 1 per-
cent each. In contrast, the Metal,
Pharma, and Healthcare sectors
bucked the broader trend, post-
ing modest gains and limiting
the overall market decline.

Among the Nifty stocks, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki,
Adani Enterprises, and Inter-
Globe Aviation featured among
the top losers. On the gaining
side, Max Healthcare, Coal In-
dia, Dr. Reddy's Laboratories,
Eternal, and Trent managed to
end the day with positive re-
turns despite the weak market
sentiment.

The broader market delivered
a mixed performance. While
several mid- and small-cap
stocks continued to attract in-
vestor interest, the benchmark
indices remained under pres-
sure due to selling in heavy-
weight stocks. Market partici-
pants preferred to book profits
after the recent rally while
closely monitoring global devel-
opments and upcoming domes-
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Markets End Lower as Nifty Slips Below
24,000, Snapping Two-Day Winning Run

tic economic triggers.

Analysts believe the decline
was primarily driven by caution
among investors amid uncer-
tainty in global markets. Rising
geopolitical concerns and fluc-
tuating commodity prices have
prompted traders to adopt a
wait-and-watch approach, re-
sulting in increased volatility
during the session.Despite Mon-
day's decline, market experts
maintain that the broader trend
remains constructive. They note
that the Nifty continues to hold
above important medium-term
support levels, suggesting that
the current weakness may be a
temporary correction rather
than the beginning of a sus-
tained downtrend. Investors are
expected to closely watch for-
eign institutional investor activ-
ity, corporate earnings updates,

and macroeconomic data for
further direction.Technical ana-
lysts indicate that the 24,000 lev-
el remains a key psychological
barrier for the Nifty. A sustained
move above this mark could re-
vive bullish momentum, while
failure to reclaim it may lead to
additional short-term consoli-
dation. Support is expected
around lower technical levels,
where buying interest could
re-emerge.

With market volatility likely
to continue in the coming ses-
sions, investors are advised to
remain selective in their stock
choices and focus on fundamen-
tally strong companies. The
coming days are expected to pro-
vide greater clarity on market
direction as domestic and global
factors continue to influence in-
vestor sentiment.

Persistent's MegaNagarro Acquisition Raises BajajAutoBuyhack Opens July1; Stock
Investor Concerns Despite Strategic Benefits Falls Over 2% Despite Premium Offer

Persistent Systems' decision
to acquire German IT services
company Nagarro in a 1.27
billion deal has sparked mixed
reactions in the market. While
analysts acknowledge the
strategic value of the acquisi-
tion, investors remain cau-
tious about the challenges as-
sociated with integrating the
two companies and the poten-
tial impact on profitability.

The acquisition is one of the
largest undertaken by an In-
dian mid-tier IT company in
recent years. Once completed,
the combined entity is expect-
ed to become India's seventh-
largest IT services company
by revenue, strengthening
Persistent's position in the
rapidly evolving global tech-
nology services market.

The deal significantly ex-
pands Persistent's presence in
Europe while enhancing its
capabilities in artificial intel-
ligence, cloud computing and
digital engineering. Industry
experts believe the acquisi-
tion aligns with the growing
trend of consolidation in the
IT sector, where companies
are pursuing scale and ad-
vanced technology expertise
to meet rising enterprise
demand.

Despite the long-term stra-
tegic advantages, the an-
nouncement triggered a sharp
decline in Persistent Systems'
share price. Investors ex-
pressed concerns over the pre-
mium paid for Nagarro and
the possibility of near-term
pressure on earnings. Market
participants are also closely
watching how effectively Per-
sistent manages the integra-
tion process, which is consid-
ered critical to the success of
the transaction.

Another factor weighing on
investor sentiment is the dif-
ference in operating margins
between the two companies.

Nagarro's profitability is low-
er than Persistent's, leading
analysts to expect some mar-
gin dilution in the short term.
In addition, the acquisition
will require significant fi-
nancing, increasing the com-
pany's debt burden and reduc-
ing financial flexibility during
the integration phase.
Brokerage firms have high-
lighted that although the valu-
ation appears expensive, the
transaction could deliver
meaningful benefits if Persis-
tent successfully leverages
cross-selling opportunities,
expands its client base and im-
proves Nagarro's operational

efficiency over time. Achiev-
ing these synergies will be es-
sential to justify the acquisi-
tion cost.The deal also reflects
a broader trend within the In-
dian IT industry, where com-
panies are increasingly rely-
ing on mergers and
acquisitions to strengthen Al
capabilities, expand geo-
graphically and compete with
larger global rivals. Similar
strategic acquisitions by other
mid-sized IT firms indicate
that consolidation is becom-
ing a key growth strategy
across the sector.

For Persistent Systems, the
acquisition represents both a
significant opportunity and a
substantial challenge. While
the expanded global footprint
and enhanced technology
portfolio could drive long-
term growth, investors will
closely monitor execution,
cost management and profit-
ability in the coming
quarters.

The company's ability to in-
tegrate Nagarro smoothly, re-
tain key talent and improve
margins will ultimately deter-
mine whether this landmark
acquisition becomes a trans-
formational success or a cost-
ly gamble.

Netweh Technologies Shares Tumble 11% Ahead
of Board Meeting on Fund-Raising Proposal

Shares of Netweb Technolo-
gies witnessed heavy selling
pressure on Monday, recording
their steepest single-day de-
cline since January 2025, after
the company announced a
board meeting to consider rais-
ing fresh capital. The stock fell
asmuch as 11% during the ses-
sion before closing significant-
ly lower, making it one of the
biggest losers in the broader
market.

The company's board is
scheduled to meet on July 1 to
evaluate various fund-raising
options. According to the com-
pany, it may consider raising
capital through equity shares,
preference shares, convertible
or non-convertible debentures,
warrants, or other equity-
linked securities. The proposal
could involve one or more of
these instruments, depending
on the board's final decision.

While companies often raise
funds to support expansion
plans, strategic investments or
working capital requirements,
the announcement appeared to
trigger caution among inves-
tors. Market participants were
concerned about the possibili-
ty of equity dilution if the
company opts for issuing fresh
shares. The uncertainty sur-
rounding the size, pricing and
structure of the proposed fund
raise also contributed to the
sharp decline in the stock.

Apart from the fundraising
announcement, the broader
weakness in technology and

artificial intelligence-related
stocks added to the selling
pressure. Netweb Technolo-
gies, which specializes in high-
performance computing, Al
infrastructure and data centre
solutions, has been one of the
standout performers in the AI
segment over the past year.
However, its premium valua-
tion has made the stock vulner-
able to profit booking whenev-
er investor sentiment
weakens.

Despite Monday's correc-
tion, analysts believe the com-
pany's long-term growth pros-
pects remain intact. Netweb
continues to benefit from in-

creasing demand for Al serv-
ers, high-performance comput-
ing systems and enterprise
data centre infrastructure. The
rapid adoption of artificial in-
telligence across industries
has created significant oppor-
tunities for companies operat-
ing in this segment.

Investors will now closely
monitor the outcome of the
July 1 board meeting for clari-
ty on the company's capital-
raising plans. The method of
fundraising, the amount pro-
posed and the intended use of
proceeds are expected to play a
crucial role in determining fu-
ture investor sentiment.

Market experts note that
fundraising announcements
often lead to short-term volatil-
ity, particularly when details
remain limited. Once the com-
pany discloses the final struc-
ture of the proposed capital
raise, the market is likely to
reassess the stock based on its
impact on earnings, sharehold-
er value and future growth.

For now, Netweb Technolo-
gies remains in focus as inves-
tors await further announce-
ments that could shape the
company's next phase of ex-
pansion in India's rapidly
growing Al and digital infra-
structure ecosystem.
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Shares of Bajaj Auto ended
lower after the company an-
nounced that its 5,632.8-crore
share buyback will open for
eligible shareholders on July 1.
The stock declined more than
2% during Monday's trading
session as investors reacted to
the latest development, even
though the buyback price of-
fers a significant premium
over the prevailing market
value.

The company has fixed the
buyback price at 12,000 per
share, well above the stock's re-
cent trading levels. The tender
offer will remain open from
July 1 to July 7, allowing eligi-
ble shareholders to tender
their shares during the five-
working-day window.

Bajaj Auto plans to repur-
chase up to 46.94 lakh equity
shares, representing around
1.68% of its total paid-up eg-
uity capital. The total value of
the buyback stands at approxi-
mately 5,632.8 crore, making it
the largest buyback pro-
gramme in the company's
history.

Therecord date to determine
shareholder eligibility was
June 24. Investors who held Ba-
jaj Auto shares before the re-
cord date will be eligible to par-
ticipate in the buyback. The
company has also clarified
that its promoters and promot-
er group entities do not intend
to participate in the offer,
which could improve the ac-
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ceptance ratio for public
shareholders.

Despite the attractive buy-
back premium, the stock came
under selling pressure during
the session. Analysts believe
the decline reflects profit book-
ing as well as broader market
weakness rather than con-
cerns over the company's fun-
damentals. Investors also con-
tinue to assess recent
developments, including the
company's disclosure of a ran-
somware attack that affected
certain IT systems, though Ba-
jaj Auto has stated that it acted
swiftly to contain the
incident.

The automaker remains fun-
damentally strong after deliv-
ering robust financial results
in the previous quarter.
Growth in domestic sales, ex-
ports and its electric vehicle
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business contributed to higher
revenue and profitability, rein-
forcing confidence in the com-
pany's long-term prospects.

Market experts note that
buyback offers generally pro-
vide shareholders with an op-
portunity to exit at a premium.
However, the final benefit de-
pends on the acceptance ratio,
which is determined by the
number of shares tendered
relative to the total shares the
company plans to repurchase.

With the buyback window
set to open on July 1, eligible
investors will now evaluate
whether to participate based
on market prices, expected ac-
ceptance ratios and their long-
term investment outlook. The
programme is expected to re-
main a key focus for Bajaj Auto
shareholders over the coming
weeks.

Jefteries Turns Bullish on Liquor Stocks, Picks
Radico Khaitan and Allied Blenders as Top Bets

Global brokerage firm Jef-
feries has initiated coverage
on India's alcoholic beverages
sector with a positive outlook,
recommending 'Buy' ratings
for Radico Khaitan and Allied
Blenders & Distillers. The bro-
kerage believes the industry's
long-term growth will be driv-
en by premiumisation, im-
proving consumer affordabil-
ity and favourable
demographic trends.

Jefferies has set a target
price of 4,500 for Radico
Khaitan and 780 for Allied
Blenders & Distillers. It as-
signed a 'Hold' rating to Unit-
ed Spirits with a target price
of 1,560. Among the three
companies, Radico Khaitan
has emerged as Jefferies' top
pick due to its strong premi-
um portfolio and consistent
execution.

According to the brokerage,
India's alcoholic beverage
market remains one of the
fastest-growing globally. A ris-
ing population of legal drink-
ing-age consumers, increas-
ing disposable incomes and a
growing preference for premi-
um spirits are expected to sup-
port sustained industry ex-
pansion over the coming
years. Jefferies also noted that
the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement could become an
additional catalyst for growth
by benefiting premium liquor

manufacturers.

The brokerage highlighted
the impressive performance
of Radico Khaitan and Allied
Blenders over the past few
years. Between FY22 and
FY26, both companies record-
ed strong growth in their Pres-
tige and Above (P&A) product
segments, significantly out-
performing larger competi-
tors in terms of premium vol-
ume growth. Their continued
focus on innovation and pre-
mium brand launches is ex-
pected to strengthen their
market position further.

Jefferies believes premiu-
misation will remain the key
driver of profitability for the
sector. As consumers increas-
ingly shift toward premium
spirits, companies are likely
to benefit from higher mar-
gins and stronger earnings
growth. The brokerage ex-
pects this trend to continue,
supported by expanding prod-
uct portfolios and favourable

regulatory developments in
several states.

While Radico Khaitan is
viewed as the sector's strong-
est growth story, Allied Blend-
ers has also received positive
attention for its ongoing turn-
around. Jefferies believes the
company has considerable up-
side potential if it continues
to execute its premiumisation
strategy successfully and im-
proves operational
performance.

Overall, the brokerage re-
mains optimistic about the In-
dian spirits industry, citing
strong structural growth driv-
ers and attractive long-term
opportunities. With premium
products expected to account
for an increasing share of
sales, companies focused on
brand building and innova-
tion are likely to remain well-
positioned to benefit from
evolving consumer preferenc-
es and deliver sustained earn-
ings growth.
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A 28-year-old software engi-
neer has become the centre of
an intense social media dis-
cussion after it emerged that
his family has never allowed
him to drive because of an
alarming prediction made in
his birth chart, or kundli. The
unusual story has reignited
conversations about the influ-
ence of astrology on personal
decisions in modern India.

The incident came to light
after entrepreneur Pritesh
Lakhani shared the story on
social media. According to
him, the IT professional, de-
spite being married and the
father of a toddler, has never
learned to ride a bicycle or
drive any vehicle. The reason,

Mother Leaves Daughter Behind After Passpor

he claimed, is that an astrolo-
ger had predicted in the man’s
kundli that he could one day
be responsible for someone’s
death while driving.

As a result, the man’s fami-
ly reportedly decided years
ago that he should never oper-
ate a vehicle. Even today, his
father drops him at work eve-
ry day, a routine that has con-
tinued into adulthood. The
engineer has accepted the
family’s decision and has nev-
er attempted to learn
driving.

Lakhani described the expe-
rience as surprising and re-
marked that fear created by
horoscope predictions can sig—
nificantly shape a person’s
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Blunder, Internet Divided Over‘Tough Love’

A US mother's decision to
continue with an interna-
tional vacation after her
21-year-old daughter forgot
her passport has sparked a
heated debate online, with
many calling it an example of
"tough love" while others
questioned whether the
choice was too harsh.

The incident was shared by
Cheryl Maguire, who had
planned a nostalgic trip to
the Turks and Caicos Islands
with her daughter. The pair
intended to revisit a favourite
holiday destination and rec-
reate cherished family photo-
graphs during a special re-
sort reopening event.
However, their plans took an
unexpected turn when the
daughter realised she had left
her passport behind at her

apartment in New York City.
The two were scheduled to
depart from Boston, and de-
spite trying to find a way to
retrieve the passport before
the flight, time ran out. Since
the vacation coincided with a
once-in-a-lifetime event that
could not be rescheduled,
Maguire made the difficult
decision to travel alone while
her daughter stayed behind.
Although she admitted feel-
ing guilty, the mother ex-
plained that her daughter
had a long history of forget-
ting important items. Over
the years, she had often
stepped in to rescue her
daughter by bringing forgot-
ten belongings such as school
supplies and sports equip-
ment. This time, however, she
believed allowing her daugh-

ter to face the consequences

would be an important life
lesson.During the trip, Magu-
ire initially struggled with
disappointment but gradual-
ly embraced the experience.
She met fellow travellers, en-
joyed activities that were not
originally part of their
shared plans, and discovered
that many people had similar
stories of forgotten or ex-
pired passports disrupting
vacations. By the end of the
trip, she felt the experience
had reinforced the impor-
tance of personal
responsibility.

After returning home, the
mother helped her daughter
develop strategies to avoid
similar mistakes in the fu-
ture. She advised keeping
passports in a fixed location,

checking expiry dates regu-
larly and setting reminders
well before travelling. The
daughter, though upset by the
incident, reportedly accepted
the lesson and is already
looking forward to planning
another trip—this time with
her passport safely packed.

The story quickly went vi-
ral, drawing mixed reactions
on social media. While many
users applauded the mother's
decision as a valuable lesson
in accountability, others ar-
gued that family vacations
are about spending time to-
gether and should have been
postponed. The incident has
since become a talking point
on parenting styles, responsi-
bility and the fine balance be-
tween compassion and
discipline.

‘T2 Grore for a2BHK’: Delhi Couple’s Viral
Post Highlights Housmg Aﬂordablllty Crisis

A Delhi couple earning a
combined monthly salary of
around 2 lakh has sparked a
widespread online discussion
after revealing that buying a
modest two-bedroom apartment
in the national capital still feels
financially impossible. Their
post has resonated with thou-
sands of working professionals
who say soaring property prices
are pushing homeownership be-
yond the reach of the middle
class.

The couple shared their con-
cerns on Reddit, explaining that
they had been searching for a
2BHK apartment in neighbour-
hoods that are safe, well-con-
nected and close to parks. How-
ever, they found that flats in
areas such as Dwarka and
Pitampura were priced between
2 crore and 2.5 crore—well be-
yond the amount they could
comfortably finance through a
home loan. Without financial
support from parents or inher-
ited wealth, they admitted that
owning a home in Delhi now
seems like an unattainable
dream.

Their post quickly went viral,
prompting a flood of responses
from people facing similar chal-
lenges. Many users argued that
even households with above-
average salaries are struggling
to purchase homes in major
metropolitan cities due to the
rapid rise in real estate prices.

Several commenters blamed de-
velopers for aggressively mar-
keting projects as “luxury” resi-
dences, while others pointed to
speculative investments and
stagnant salary growth as key
reasons behind the widening af-
fordability gap.

Some social media users sug-
gested that renting may cur-
rently be a more practical finan-
cial choice than purchasing a
property. They noted that the
monthly EMIona 2crore home
loan could consume a signifi-
cant portion of household in-
come, leaving little room for
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savings or other expenses. Oth-
ers recommended looking at
emerging suburbs or Tier-2 and
Tier-3 cities, where property
prices remain comparatively af-
fordable and offer better value
for money.

One commenter, who had re-
cently purchased a home worth
nearly 3 crore after including
registration and renovation
costs, said that despite earning
4.5 lakh per month, loan repay-
ments still account for more
than a third of the family's in-
come. The user advised prospec-
tive buyers to rent for as long as

possible unless they are finan-
cially prepared for the long-
term commitment of
homeownership.

The viral discussion has once
again highlighted the growing
disconnect between rising prop-
erty prices and salaried in-
comes in India's biggest cities.
For many aspiring homeown-
ers, the dream of owning a
home is increasingly being re-
placed by difficult financial cal-
culations, raising important
questions about housing afford-
ability and the future of urban

living.
( 1 ] o
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Astrology Prediction Keeps 28-Year-0ld Techie
Away From the Driver’s Seat, Sparks Online Debate

life. In a light-hearted com-
ment, he joked that he was
tempted to ask the man’s fa-
ther what the kundli had to
say about artificial
intelligence.

The post quickly gained
traction online, with users ex-
pressing a wide range of opin-
ions. Many questioned wheth-
er major life decisions should
be based solely on astrological
forecasts, especially when
they restrict an individual’s
independence. Others defend-
ed the family’s choice, saying
that personal beliefs and tra-
ditions deserve respect, even
if they appear unusual to
outsiders.

The discussion also high-

lighted the enduring role of
astrology in many Indian
households. While some peo-
ple view kundlis as a source
of guidance rather than cer-
tainty, others believe such
predictions should not deter-
mine important aspects of life
without rational
consideration.

The story has once again
drawn attention to the deli-
cate balance between faith,
family traditions and scien-
tific thinking. Whether one
believes in astrology or not,
the incident illustrates how
deeply personal beliefs can in-
fluence everyday choices,
shaping lives in ways that ex-
tend far beyond the stars.

i Fltness Coach Reveals 3 Simple Hahits That

Helped Him Shed 25 Kg Without Crash Diets

A fitness coach has inspired
thousands online after reveal-
ing how he transformed his
health by losing an impressive
25 Kkilograms in just 24 weeks.
Instead of relying on fad diets,
extreme workouts or weight-
loss supplements, he credits
his success to three simple life-
style habits that anyone can
follow consistently.

The coach, who reduced his
weight from 101 kg to 76 kg,
shared his journey on Insta-
gram, explaining that sustain-
able changes—not shortcuts—
made all the difference. His
transformation has resonated
with fitness enthusiasts look-
ing for realistic and long-term
weight-loss strategies.

The first habit he prioritised
was getting enough sleep and
staying well-hydrated. Accord-
ing to him, quality sleep plays
a vital role in recovery, hor-
mone balance and controlling
food cravings, while proper hy-
dration supports metabolism
and overall health. He stressed
that many people underesti-
mate the importance of these
two basic habits when trying
to lose weight.

The second rule was sticking
to a consistent daily routine.
Rather than making drastic
changes every few weeks, he
maintained regular meal tim-
ings, workout schedules and

sleeping hours. This consist-
ency helped him develop
healthy habits that became
part of his lifestyle instead of
feeling like temporary sacri-
fices. He believes discipline
and routine are more effective
than chasing quick results
through restrictive diets.

The third and perhaps most
important habit was ensuring
adequate protein intake. Pro-
tein helped him stay full for
longer, reduced unnecessary
snacking and preserved mus-
cle mass while losing fat. By
including sufficient protein in
every meal, he found it easier
to maintain his calorie deficit
without constantly feeling
hungry.

The coach emphasised that
his transformation was not
achieved through starvation,
detox plans or expensive sup-
plements. Instead, it was the

result of making practical, re-
peatable choices every day. He
encouraged people to focus on
building sustainable habits
rather than seeking overnight
success.

His story has struck a chord
on social media, where many
users praised his realistic ap-
proach to fitness. Several peo-
ple commented that the advice
was refreshing because it fo-
cused on long-term health in-
stead of unrealistic promises.

Health experts also agree
that lasting weight loss is best
achieved through balanced nu-
trition, regular physical activ-
ity, adequate sleep and consist-
ency. While every individual's
fitness journey is different, the
coach's experience serves as a
reminder that simple habits,
followed consistently, can lead
to remarkable and lasting
results.

From Salon Employee to Successful Entrepreneur:
Dubai Nail Artist Now Earns 10 Lakh a Month

A 32-year-old Vietnamese en-
trepreneur has become an in-
spiration for aspiring profes-
sionals after transforming her
passion for nail art into a thriv-
ing business in Dubai. Nguyen
Phuong Anh, popularly known
as "Fullah", now earnsup to 10
lakh a month and owns her
own beauty salon, proving that
skill, determination and con-
sistent hard work can pave the
way to financial success.

Fullah moved to Dubai six
years ago in search of better
career opportunities. She be-
gan her journey as a salaried
nail technician at a small sa-
lon, earning around Dh3,500
(approximately 80,000) per
month. While the salary pro-
vided stability, she believed
she could achieve more by
building her own clientele and
establishing a personal brand.

After gaining experience
and confidence, she switched
to freelancing—a move that
significantly changed her ca-

hours, social media promotion
and exceptional customer ser-
vice, she steadily built a loyal
customer base. At the peak of
her freelance career, she was
earning between Dh30,000 and
Dh40,000 (around 7 lakh to 10
lakh) every month, making her
one of the successful inde-
pendent professionals in
Dubai's beauty industry.

Encouraged by her success,
Fullah recently fulfilled anoth-
er dream by launching her own
salon, Beauty by Fullah, in
Dubai's Jumeirah Village Cir-
cle. Although she currently
draws no personal salary, she
is reinvesting her earnings
into expanding the business,
improving services and creat-
ing a premium experience for
her clients. She believes this
strategy will help build a
stronger and more sustainable
brand in the long run.

Despite her impressive in-
come, Fullah remains focused
on careful financial planning.

vealed that her ultimate

ambition is not simply to earn
more money but to achieve fi-
nancial independence. Her
long-term goal is to retire with-
in the next 20 years and spend
her later years living peace-
fully on a farm surrounded by
animals and homegrown
vegetables.

Her inspiring journey has
attracted widespread attention
on social media, with many
praising her perseverance and
entrepreneurial mindset. Us-
ers admired how she turned a
specialised skill into a profita-
ble business while remaining
grounded and focused on the
future.

Fullah's story highlights the
growing opportunities within
the beauty industry, where tal-
ent, dedication and smart busi-
ness decisions can create re-
markable success. Her journey
serves as a reminder that with
persistence and a clear vision,
even a modest beginning can
lead to extraordinary
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Gambhir

India's unexpected defeat to
Ireland has triggered sharp
criticism of head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir, with former In-
dia batter Sanjay Manjrekar
questioning the team's recent
performances and decision-
making. The loss has intensi-
fied scrutiny over India's ap-
proach, particularly after a
series of inconsistent displays
that have raised concerns
among fans and experts alike.

Ireland produced a disci-
plined performance, making
the most of crucial moments to
outplay the visitors. Their
bowlers kept India's batting

Faces Fresh Cri
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lineup under constant pres-
sure, while the batters showed
composure during the chase,
capitalizing on scoring oppor-
tunities to complete a memora-
ble victory.

Following the defeat, Man-
jrekar expressed disappoint-
ment over India's inability to
respond under pressure. He
pointed out that a team with In-
dia's depth and experience
should not be losing matches
against lower-ranked oppo-
nents, regardless of the condi-
tions. According to him, the re-
sult reflected broader issues
that need immediate attention

rather than being dismissed as
an isolated setback.

The former cricketer also
stressed that the coaching staff
and team management must
take responsibility for the re-
peated shortcomings. He sug-
gested that tactical decisions,
player selections, and execu-
tion on the field should all come
under review as India prepares
for future assignments.

Gautam Gambhir, who has
been leading the team's transi-
tion after taking over as head
coach, has faced increasing
scrutiny in recent months.
While he has backed young

V000

www.truepointnews.com

players and emphasized build-
ing a balanced squad, critics
believe the team has struggled
to maintain consistency
against both strong and emerg-
ing opponents.

Ireland, meanwhile, received
widespread praise for their
spirited display. Their bowlers
executed their plans effectively,
while the batters remained
calm in a pressure situation,
underlining the steady pro-
gress the team has made in in-
ternational cricket. The victory
was seen as another significant
milestone for Irish cricket and
highlighted their growing abil-

ticism After India"s Shock Defeat to Ireland

ity to compete with established
nations.

The defeat serves as a timely
warning for India, with expec-
tations remaining high ahead
of upcoming international
commitments. The team man-
agement is likely to reassess its
strategies and combinations to
address weaknesses exposed
during the match. While one
loss does not define a team's fu-
ture, the result has reignited
debate over India's direction
under Gambhir and the im-
provements required to regain
consistency on the internation-
al stage.

India's Ireland Defeat Sparks Debate Over Selection
Strategy and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's Absence

India's disappointing T20I se-
ries defeat to Ireland has reig-
nited the debate over team se-
lection, with many questioning
whether the decision to delay
teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi's international
debut exposed deeper issues
within the squad.

The Indian team manage-
ment opted to retain its experi-
enced top-order batters despite
growing calls to hand the
15-year-old prodigy an opportu-
nity. The move was intended to
avoid placing excessive pres-
sure on a young player, but the
batting unit failed to justify the

faith shown in them. India's top
order struggled to adapt to the
challenging Irish conditions,
where seam movement and
swing troubled the batters
throughout the series.

The experienced trio found it
difficult to replicate the aggres-
sive approach that had brought
success on flatter subcontinent
pitches. Instead of adjusting
their game to suit overseas con-
ditions, the batters continued
with an attacking mindset, re-
sulting in frequent dismissals
and an inability to build mean-
ingful partnerships. The de-
feats highlighted the impor-

tance of technique and
adaptability in unfamiliar
conditions.

The absence of Sooryavan-
shi became one of the biggest
talking points after the series.
Although several former crick-
eters and fans believed the
youngster deserved a chance,
the coaching staff maintained
that introducing him immedi-
ately would have been unfair to
players who had already
earned their places in the side.
The management reiterated
that his development would be
handled carefully rather than
being accelerated because of

public demand.

However, the disappointing
performances of the estab-
lished batters have intensified
scrutiny of India's selection
policy. Critics argue that if sen-
ior players fail to deliver con-
sistently, the team must be will-
ing to introduce fresh talent
capable of changing the game's
momentum. Others believe
protecting a promising young-
ster from early pressure re-
mains the wiser long-term
strategy.

Ireland, meanwhile, de-
served full credit for their dis-
ciplined performances. Their

bowlers exploited local condi-
tions effectively, while their
batters displayed composure
during crucial phases to secure
a memorable series victory.

For India, the series serves
as an important lesson ahead
of tougher assignments. Be-
yond the debate surrounding
Sooryavanshi's debut, the de-
feats exposed concerns over
adaptability, team balance and
tactical planning. Addressing
those shortcomings will be es-
sential if India hopes to bounce
back quickly and maintain its
status as one of the world's
leading T20 sides.

Ashwin's '24-Carat Pitch' Remark Highlights India's Battmg Woes After Ireland Whitewash

India's shocking 2-0 T201 se-
ries defeat to Ireland has
sparked intense debate over
the team's batting approach,
with veteran off-spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin offering a
blunt assessment of the rea-
sons behind the collapse. The
former India all-rounder sug-
gested that many Indian bat-
ters have become too accus-
tomed to the batting-friendly
surfaces of the Indian Premier
League (IPL), making it diffi-
cult for them to adjust to more
demanding overseas
conditions.

India endured one of its
most disappointing T20I series

in recent years, losing the
opening match by 34 runs be-
fore suffering a heartbreaking
one-run defeat in the second
game. Despite chasing man-
ageable totals in both matches,
the visitors failed to build sub-
stantial partnerships and re-
peatedly lost wickets at crucial
stages.

Reacting to the series, Ash-
win remarked that the "24-car-
at batting pitches" commonly
seen in the IPL were absent in
Ireland. He explained that
while the IPL has helped im-
prove India's aggressive bat-
ting style, international crick-
et often presents different

challenges, especially on pitch-
es offering seam movement
and assistance to bowlers. Ac-
cording to Ashwin, players
must prove themselves on such
surfaces to establish their true
value at the highest level.
Several of India's attacking
batters, including Abhishek
Sharma, Sanju Samson and Is-
han Kishan, found it difficult
to cope with the conditions. Al-
though Abhishek played an ex-
plosive knock in the opening
match, he failed to make an im-
pact in the second game, re-
flecting the inconsistency that
plagued India's batting
throughout the series.

Captain Shreyas Iyer also
admitted that Ireland deserved
full credit for the victory. He
praised the hosts for under-
standing the conditions better
and executing their plans with
discipline. Iyer acknowledged
that India's bowlers performed
well enough to keep the team
in the contest, but the batting
unit failed to assess the nature
of the pitch and missed oppor-
tunities by not rotating the
strike effectively.

For Ireland, the historic se-
ries triumph marked another
significant milestone in their
rise as a competitive interna-
tional side. Their disciplined

bowling, sharp fielding and
composed batting under pres-
sure exposed weaknesses in
India's approach and under-
lined the importance of adapt-
ing quickly to unfamiliar
conditions.

As India prepares for its up-
coming T20I assignments, the
series has served as a timely
reminder that success in fran-
chise cricket does not automat-
ically translate to internation-
al dominance. Ashwin's
comments have reinforced the
need for greater adaptability if
India hopes to regain consist-
ency on challenging overseas
pitches.

Michael Vaughan Questions Ben Stokes' Retirement Timing After Shock England Announcement

Former England captain Mi-
chael Vaughan has questioned
the timing of Ben Stokes' sur-
prise decision to retire from
international cricket, saying
the announcement has over-
shadowed England's ongoing
Test against New Zealand and
left the cricketing world
searching for answers.

Stokes, one of England's
most influential all-rounders
and Test captains, revealed
that he would bring the cur-
tain down on his international
career immediately after the
conclusion of the third Test at
Trent Bridge. The unexpected
announcement came while the

match was still in progress,
catching teammates, fans and
former players by surprise.

Reacting to the development,
Vaughan acknowledged Stokes'
immense contribution to Eng-
lish cricket but admitted he
was puzzled by the timing of
the announcement. He won-
dered why the decision had
been made public during an ac-
tive Test match instead of
waiting until the series had
concluded. According to
Vaughan, the focus should
have remained on the contest
against New Zealand rather
than shifting to retirement
discussions.

Despite raising questions
about the timing, Vaughan
praised Stokes for transform-
ing England's fortunes since
taking over as captain. Under
his leadership, England adopt-
ed an aggressive and fearless
brand of Test cricket, popular-
ly known as "Bazball", along-
side head coach Brendon Mc-
Cullum. The approach revived
the team's performances and
made England one of the most
entertaining sides in world
cricket.

Stokes leaves behind a re-
markable international career
spanning 15 years. He played
pivotal roles in England's tri-

umphs at the 2019 ODI World
Cup and the 2022 T20 World
Cup, while his unforgettable
innings at Headingley during
the 2019 Ashes remains one of
the greatest knocks in Test his-
tory. His ability to deliver in
high-pressure situations
earned him a reputation as one
of England's finest all-round-
ers.Explaining his decision,
Stokes admitted that the physi-
cal and emotional demands of
international cricket had tak-
en a significant toll. He said he
no longer had the energy re-
quired to continue competing
at the highest level and be-
lieved stepping away was the

right choice for both himself
and the team. Stokes added
that he intends to continue
playing domestic cricket for
Durham while focusing on his
well-being.

Although Vaughan's com-
ments have sparked debate,
there is little disagreement
over Stokes' legacy. His leader-
ship, match-winning perfor-
mances and fearless attitude
have left a lasting impact on
English cricket, ensuring he
will be remembered as one of
the country's modern-day
greats, regardless of the cir-
cumstances surrounding his
retirement announcement.

Ambati Rayudu Backs India’s Decision to

DelayVaibhav Sooryavanshl s 1201 Dehut

Former India batter Ambati
Rayudu has defended the In-
dian team management's deci-
sion to not hand teenage sen-
sation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
his T20I debut during the re-
cently concluded series
against Ireland, insisting that
patience will benefit the
youngster in the long run de-
spite India's disappointing 0-2
defeat.

The decision to keep the
15-year-old on the bench
sparked widespread debate af-
ter India suffered a historic
series loss to Ireland. Several
fans and former cricketers
questioned why one of the
country's brightest young tal-
ents was not given an opportu-
nity, especially as the batting
unit struggled for consistency

across both matches.
Rayudu, however, believes
the team management made

the correct call. Speaking dur-
ing a virtual media interac-
tion, the former middle-order

batter said that simply being
part of the Indian dressing
room is a valuable learning

experience for a young crick-
eter. He argued that observing
senior players, understanding
the team's culture and prepar-
ing mentally for international
cricket would help Sooryavan-
shi become better equipped
when his opportunity eventu-
ally arrives.

According to Rayudu, the
current players deserved the
management's backing be-
cause many of them played
key roles in India's recent T20
World Cup success. He
stressed that established per-
formers should be given
enough opportunities before
changes are made, while tal-
ented youngsters like
Sooryavanshi can continue
developing without the bur-
den of immediate expecta-

tions.India assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate had earli-
er echoed a similar view, stat-
ing that although Sooryavan-
shi possesses the ability to
compete at the highest level,
the team follows a structured
process before introducing
new players into international
cricket. The management be-
lieves gradual exposure will
aid the teenager's long-term
growth rather than rushing
him into the spotlight.Rayudu
also addressed criticism sur-
rounding head coach Gautam
Gambhir's preference for se-
lecting multiple all-rounders
and part-time bowling op-
tions. He explained that bilat-
eral series often serve as op-
portunities to assess different
combinations ahead of major

ICC tournaments. Rather than
treating such selections as ex-
periments, Rayudu described
them as part of a broader
strategy to identify the most
balanced squad for future
global events.

While India's defeat to Ire-
land has intensified calls for
fresh faces in the playing XI,
Rayudu believes the bigger
picture should remain the pri-
ority. In his view, Sooryavan-
shi's time will come soon, and
the experience gained from
training alongside established
internationals could prove in-
valuable when he finally
earns his India cap. For now,
he feels patience—not haste—
is the best path for one of In-
dian cricket's most exciting
young prospects.
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Chiranjeevi, Balakrishna Set for Another
High-Profile Sankranti Box Office Battle

Tollywood could be gearing
up for yet another blockbuster
Sankranti showdown, with
Megastar Chiranjeevi and
Nandamuri Balakrishna re-
portedly targeting the festive
season for the release of their
upcoming films. If the current
plans materialise, fans can ex-
pect another exciting box-of-
fice clash between two of Telu-
gu cinema's biggest icons.

According to industry buzz,
Chiranjeevi's much-awaited
fantasy entertainer Vish-
wambhara is beinglined up for
a Sankranti 2027 release. The
film has generated significant
anticipation ever since its an-
nouncement, with fans eager
to see the Megastar return in a
visually rich fantasy adven-
ture. Although the makers are
yet to officially confirm the re-
lease date, the festive window
is reportedly being considered
as the ideal launch pad.

On the other hand, Nanda-
muri Balakrishna's upcoming
collaboration with director

Gopichand Malineni is also ex-
pected to arrive during the
same festival season. The pro-
ject marks the actor's reunion
with the director after the com-
mercial success of Veera Sim-
ha Reddy, raising expectations
among Balakrishna's fans.
Trade circles believe the mak-
ers are keen to capitalize on
the lucrative Sankranti holi-
day period.

A clash between Chiranjeevi
and Balakrishna is nothing
new for Telugu cinema. Over
the decades, the two superstars
have faced each other at the
box office on several occasions,
especially during the Sankran-
tifestival, creating memorable
battles that have thrilled audi-
ences and generated huge rev-
enues for the industry. Their
previous festive releases have
often turned into major talking
points among moviegoers and
trade analysts alike.

Interestingly, Sankranti 2027
could become even more com-
petitive. Earlier reports sug-

gested that films featuring Na-
garjuna, Venkatesh and a few
other leading stars are also
eyeing the same festive win-
dow, setting the stage for one
of the biggest holiday release
line-ups in recent years. How-
ever, official release dates for

several of these projects are
still awaited.While fans are al-
ready excited about the possi-
bility of another Chiranjeevi-
Balakrishna face-off, the final
release schedules will depend
on the progress of production
and post-production work. For

now, the prospect of two vet-
eran superstars competing
during Tollywood's biggest fes-
tival season has added to the
buzz surrounding Sankranti
2027, promising an entertain-
ing battle both on the big
screen and at the box office.

Ram Pothineni Begins Shootmg for RAP023, Takes charge as Director

Actor Ram Pothineni has of-
ficially commenced work on his
ambitious new project, tenta-
tively titled RAPO23, marking a
significant milestone in his ca-
reer. Apart from playing the lead
role, Ram is making his directo-
rial debut with the film and has
also penned the original story,
showcasing his creative abilities
beyond acting.

The project is being described
as a psychological action thriller
set against a neo-noir backdrop.
With its dark theme and intense
narrative, the film promises to
present Ram in a completely dif-
ferent avatar from his previous
commercial entertainers. The
actor's decision to direct the film
himself has generated consider-
able excitement among fans and
industry circles alike.

The regular shoot began with

a formal launch ceremony,
where the cast and crew came
together to kick-start produc-
tion. The makers shared pic-
tures from the event on social
media, offering fans a glimpse of
the team's enthusiasm as film-
ing got underway.

RAPO23 is being produced un-
der the newly established Rapo
Cinematics banner by Krishna
Pothineni. The film is expected
to be mounted on a grand scale,
with reports suggesting that it
will be one of the most expen-
sive ventures in Ram's career.
The makers are aiming to deliv-
er a visually striking action
thriller that blends style with
emotional depth.

Earlier this year, Ram sur-
prised fans by announcing his
directorial debut on his birth-
day. The announcement was ac-

'ENE Repeat' Locks Release Date
Vishwak Sen and Tharun
Bhascker Reunite for Cult Sequel

Fans of the cult Telugu film Ee
Nagaraniki Emaindi have a rea-
son to celebrate as the makers of
its much-awaited sequel, ENE
Repeat, have officially an-
nounced the film's theatrical re-
lease date. The highly anticipat-
ed buddy comedy is set to hit
cinemas on November 19, 2026,
marking the return of the belov-
ed gang that won audiences over
with their friendship and quirky
adventures.

The release date was unveiled
on the eighth anniversary of the
original film, making the an-
nouncement even more special
for fans. Along with the date re-
veal, the makers released a new
promotional glimpse that has
further heightened excitement
surrounding the sequel. The
teaser retains the signature hu-
mor and carefree vibe that made
the first film a cult favorite
among Telugu movie lovers.

Directed by Tharun Bhascker,
ENE Repeat brings back Vish-
wak Sen, Abhinav Gomatam,
Venkatesh Kakumanu and Sri-
nath Maganti, who reprise the
core group of friends. Their
chemistry was one of the biggest
strengths of the original film,
and fans are eager to see the
gang reunite for another enter-
taining journey filled with
laughter, emotions and unexpect-
ed twists.

The sequel also features ac-
tresses Anisha Ambrose and Shi-
vathmika Rajashekar in key
roles. Music composer Vivek Sa-

gar returns to score the
soundtrack, raising expectations
for another memorable album
after the success of the original
film's music. Reports also sug-
gest that director Anudeep KV
will make a special cameo ap-
pearance, adding another excit-
ing element to the project.

Released in 2018, Ee Nagarani-
ki Emaindi gradually earned
cult status despite a modest start
at the box office. The coming-of-
age comedy resonated strongly
with young audiences through
its relatable portrayal of friend-
ship, aspirations and life's unex-
pected turns. Over the years, the
film has built a loyal fan base,
making the announcement of a
sequel one of the most awaited
developments in Telugu cinema.
The makers are aiming to pre-
serve the essence of the original
while introducing a fresh sto-
ryline that reflects the charac-
ters' lives after several years.
While plot details remain under
wraps, the promotional material
hints at another fun-filled adven-
ture packed with humor, nostal-
gia and heartfelt moments.

With the release date now con-
firmed, anticipation for ENE Re-
peat is expected to grow steadily
in the coming months. The reun-
ion of Tharun Bhascker and
Vishwak Sen, coupled with the
return of the original cast and
crew, has already created signifi-
cant buzz, setting the stage for
one of the most eagerly awaited
Telugu releases of the year.

companied by a striking pre-
look poster introducing his
character, Veera, described as
"The Story of a Lone Wolf." The
first look hinted at a gritty, in-
tense narrative, sparking curios-
ity about the film's storyline and
Ram's transformation for the

role.

Ram has been steadily ex-
panding his creative horizons in
recent years. After making his
debut as a lyricist and singer, he
has now taken on the responsi-
bilities of writer and director.
His latest venture reflects his de-

Major Update onJr
of War" to Be Unvei

The long wait for an official
update on God of War, star-
ring Jr NTR and directed by
Trivikram Srinivas, is finally
coming to an end. After
months of speculation and an-
ticipation, the makers have
confirmed that a major an-
nouncement related to the
highly awaited project will be
unveiled soon, sending fans
into a frenzy.

Producer Naga Vamsi built
excitement by teasing the up-
date on social media, reveal-
ing that Jr NTR himself will
make the big announcement.
The move has sparked wide-
spread curiosity, with fans ea-
gerly counting down to what is
expected to be the film's first
major reveal since its
announcement.

The project has remained
one of the most talked-about
films in Telugu cinema de-
spite the absence of regular
updates. Earlier, many expect-
ed the makers to unveil the ti-
tle or first look on Jr NTR's
birthday. However, no an-

nouncement was made, leav-
ing fans disappointed and giv-
ing rise to numerous rumors
regarding the film's progress.

The latest confirmation has
now put those speculations to
rest. While the makers have
not disclosed the exact nature
of the announcement, indus-
try insiders believe it could
involve the official title, a
first-look poster, or a glimpse
introducing Jr NTR's charac-
ter. Any of these reveals would
significantly boost excitement
surrounding the project.

Directed by Trivikram Srin-
ivas, God of War is expected to
be a grand-scale action drama
with mythological elements.
The film is reportedly being
mounted with a massive budg-
et and is designed to showcase
Jr NTR in a powerful, never-
before-seen avatar. The collab-
oration marks the actor's re-
union with Trivikram after
years, making it one of the
most anticipated combina-
tions in Tollywood.

The project is being pro-

sire to explore different aspects
of filmmaking while continuing
to entertain audiences as a lead-
ing actor.

While the makers have kept
details about the supporting cast
and technical crew under wraps,
more announcements are ex-
pected in the coming weeks as
production progresses. The film
is expected to feature high pro-
duction values, stylish action
sequences and a gripping
screenplay.

With shooting now underway;,
expectations surrounding
RAPO23 continue to rise. Fans
are eager to see how Ram Poth-
ineni fares in his first outing as
a director, while also delivering
a powerful performance in what
is shaping up to be one of the
most ambitious projects of his
career.

R's 'God
ed Soon

duced by Haarika & Hassine
Creations in association with
Sithara Entertainments. The
makers have remained tight-
lipped about the storyline and
supporting cast, choosing to
reveal details gradually as
production moves forward.

Fans have been eagerly
waiting for concrete informa-
tion ever since the film was of-
ficially announced. The pro-
longed silence only increased
expectations, making every
teaser from the production
team a trending topic across
social media platforms.

With Jr NTR now set to per-
sonally unveil the next big up-
date, anticipation has reached
a new high. Whether it is the
official title, a first-look poster
or another major reveal, the
announcement is expected to
dominate conversations
among movie lovers and fur-
ther elevate the buzz sur-
rounding one of Telugu cine-
ma's biggest upcoming
projects.
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RaviTeja's Trumudi Kattu'
Song Strikes a Chord with
Devotional Appeal

The makers of RaviTeja's up-
coming emotional drama Iru-
mudi have unveiled the film's
first single, "Irumudi Kattu,"
and the devotional track has re-
ceived an enthusiastic response
from music lovers. Dedicated to
Lord Ayyappa, the song offers a
spiritual start to the film's
soundtrack while showcasing a
different side of the Mass Ma-
haraja ahead of the movie's the-
atrical release on August 21,
2026.

Composed by G.V. Prakash
Kumar, the song blends tradi-
tional devotional elements with
an emotionally rich musical ar-
rangement. The composer had
earlier revealed that the film
would feature two songs dedi-
cated to Lord Ayyappa, and
"Irumudi Kattu" serves as the
first offering from the album.
Its soothing melody and spirit-
ual essence have resonated well
with listeners, creating positive
buzz around the film.

Ravi Teja appears in the song
as a devoted Ayyappa follower,
stepping away from his trade-
mark mass-action image. His
restrained yet impactful screen
presence has been appreciated
by fans, with many praising the
actor for embracing a role root-
ed in faith and emotion. The
visuals capture the spirit of the
Ayyappa pilgrimage, adding
authenticity to the devotional
number.

Singer Ananthu lends his
voice to the track, delivering a

soulful rendition that comple-
ments the devotional mood. The
lyrics, penned by director Shiva
Nirvana along with Kalyan
Chakravarthy, beautifully re-
flect the emotions and devotion
associated with Lord Ayyappa,
making the song both meaning-
ful and memorable.

Directed by Shiva Nirvana,
Irumudi marks a departure
from Ravi Teja's recent com-
mercial entertainers, present-
ing him in an emotional family
drama with a spiritual back-
drop. Actress Priya Bhavani
Shankar plays the female lead,
while Baby Nakshatra essays
the role of Ravi Teja's daughter.
Produced by Mythri Movie
Makers, the film has generated
considerable curiosity ever
since its first glimpse was
released.

The positive reception to
"Irumudi Kattu" has further
strengthened expectations for
the film's music album and
overall theatrical release. With
its devotional theme, heartfelt
lyrics and melodious composi-
tion, the first single has suc-
cessfully connected with audi-
ences and set the tone for what
promises to be an emotionally
engaging cinematic experience.
As the promotional campaign
gathers momentum in the com-
ing weeks, fans will be eagerly
waiting to see what the makers
unveil next from one of Ravi
Teja's most distinctive projects
in recent years.

'My Dream of Becoming a Director Has
Come True': Vishal at 'Nachchaake
Vachera’ Song Launch

Actor Vishal turned emo-
tional at the launch of "Nach-
chaake Vachera," the second
single from his upcoming film
Makutam, saying that direct-
ing a film had been his lifelong
dream. Produced by the late
RB Choudary under the pres-
tigious Super Good Films ban-
ner as its 99th production, the
film features Anjali and Dush-
ara Vijayan in lead roles along-
side Vishal.

Addressing the media,
Vishal said he was thrilled to
present Makutam to Telugu
audiences, not only as an actor
but also as a director. He re-
vealed that the dream of di-
recting a film began after
watching Shiva and expressed
happiness that it had finally
become a reality.

The actor paid tribute to late
producer RB Choudary, saying
he deeply missed him on the
occasion. Vishal shared that
Choudary had entrusted him
with the responsibility of di-
recting the banner's 99th pro-
duction. He added that unfore-
seen circumstances led him to
take charge of the project as
director and hoped he had jus-
tified the confidence placed in
him.Speaking about the mak-
ing of the film, Vishal revealed
that he dedicated an entire
year solely to Makutam, set-
ting aside his personal life. He
also thanked actress Sai Dhan-
shika for standing by him
throughout the journey. Recall-
ing the success of the first sin-
gle, The Rise of Linga, he jok-
ingly credited music director
GV Prakash Kumar for taking
a "risk" by making him sing
the track. He was equally con-
fident that the newly released
Nachchaake Vachera, sung by
Prabha, would also become a
major hit.

Vishal said every filmmaker

he had Worked Wlth over the
past two decades had influ-
enced his approach to direc-
tion. Rather than speaking
about the film himself, he said
he wanted audiences to judge
his work after watching Maku-
tam in theatres. He also
thanked his father, GK Reddy,
for encouraging the Telugu re-
lease of Pandem Kodi, a deci-
sion that strengthened his
bond with Telugu audiences.

Actress Anjali praised
Vishal's dedication, saying he
had worked tirelessly to bring
the project to life. She ex-
pressed confidence that Maku-
tam would bring him success
both as an actor and as a first-
time director, while also appre-
ciating the music composed by
GV Prakash Kumar.

Jithan Ramesh described
Vishal as family and expressed
confidence that Makutam
would become another memo-
rable success for Super Good
Films. Actor Ajay praised
Vishal's clarity as a director,
while actress Jhansi said her
role in the film was unlike any-
thing she had done before.
Singer Prabha expressed grati-
tude for receiving her first fea-
ture-film singing opportunity
through Makutam.With posi-
tive buzz surrounding its teas-
er and songs, Makutam is
shaping up to be one of the
most anticipated releases from
Super Good Films, carrying
high expectations as Vishal
embarks on a new journey as a
filmmaker.
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