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Deadly Lucknow
Coaching Centre
Fire Claims 15 Lives,
Several Injured

LDF Walks Out of
Kerala Assembly
Over Health
Department
Functioning

Sewage Water
Cannon Row Sparks
Uproar in Kerala
Assembly

Basavatarakam
Hospital Plans
1,000-Bed Cancer
Facility in Amaravati

CM Naidu Ca

Amaravati, June 22 |
TPN Bureau

Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu has directed of-
ficials to resolve public griev-
ances, including petitions
received under the Public
Grievance Redressal System
(PGRS), with a humane and
citizen-friendly approach. He
stressed the importance of im-
proving soft skills among em-
ployees and ensuring respon-
sive governance.

The Chief Minister reviewed
the performance of various de-
partments during a meeting
held at the RTGS centre in the
State Secretariat on Monday.
He said employees and officials
should adopt innovative think-
ing and take responsibility
based on performance
outcomes.

“We will encourage employ-
ees to think innovatively and
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Pawan Kalyan’s “l Am Not Home Minister, That Is
Criminals’ Good Fortune” Remark Sparks Political Debate

Ravi Podili

Deputy Chief Minister and
Jana Sena Party chief Pawan
Kalyan’s recent comments on
law and order have triggered a
political debate in the state,
with opposition and critics
questioning his remarks on the
Home Department during an
interaction in Kakinada.

Addressing a public session,
Pawan Kalyan said, “I am not
the Home Minister; that is the
criminals’ good fortune. Had I
been the Home Minister, I
would not have spared offend-
ers. Even without holding that
post, as Deputy Chief Minister,
I will intervene in Home De-
partment affairs. If necessary,
I will hold the police system ac-
countable without even con-
sulting the Chief Minister.”

His remarks, particularly on
intervening in the Home De-
partment without consulting
the Chief Minister, have drawn
criticism from sections of the
political spectrum. Critics ar-
gue that such statements re-
flect an intent to overstep ad-
ministrative boundaries and
challenge the principle of port-
folio-based governance.

Pawan Kalyan also reiterat-
ed that law and order issues
would be dealt with firmly if
he were in charge of the Home
portfolio. He said the current
situation limits his ability to
directly act on such matters,

assign responsibilities based
on performance. Officials must
resolve grievances by putting
themselves in the petitioners’
position. Interaction with citi-
zens should be courteous to
build a positive perception of
governance,” Naidu said.

He added that human re-
sources must be effectively uti-
lised and continuously upgrad-
ed to match changing
administrative needs. Field
visits, he said, are essential for

Planning Department Signs Mol to
Drive Swarna Andhra 2047 Vision

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The State Planning Depart-
ment has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Institute for Financial
Management and Research
(IFMR), under KREA Univer-
sity, to support the implemen-
tation of the Swarna Andhra
2047 Vision.

Chief Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu reiterated the gov-
ernment’s target of achieving

a 15% growth rate as part of
the long-term development
roadmap. He said Andhra
Pradesh recorded a compound
annual growth P3

Lokesh Meets Korean
Ambassador Lee Seong-ho

New Delhi, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Minister for Education, IT
and Electronics Nara Lokesh
held a courtesy meeting with
Ambassador of the Republic
of Korea Lee Seong-ho in

New Delhi, focusing on
strengthening economic and
industrial cooperation be-
tween Korea and India.

During the meeting, they
discussed the expansion of
Korean P3

lls for Humane

though he expressed willing-
ness to take a strong stance
against criminal activity. He
has made similar remarks in
the past during public meet-
ings and party cadre
interactions.

Earlier instances of such
statements, particularly in
Kakinada during the initial
phase of the coalition govern-
ment, were interpreted as indi-
rect criticism of Home Minis-
ter Vangalapudi Anitha,
leading to political discussion
within ruling circles. At that
time as well, his remarks were
seen as signalling dissatisfac-
tion over the handling of cer-
tain law and order issues.

It is noted that Pawan Kaly-
an, as Deputy Chief Minister,
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understanding ground reali-
ties and taking appropriate de-
cisions. Ministers, officials
and employees were advised to
prioritise field-level
inspections.

The Chief Minister noted
that the state has already un-
dertaken training programmes
for employees on administra-
tive reforms. He said technol-
ogy has significantly eased file
processing, which earlier in-
volved lengthy delays, and

was allocated multiple portfo-
lios, including Panchayat Raj,
Rural Development, and Envi-
ronment and Forests, by Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu. He has previously stat-
ed that he chose these portfoli-
os and was satisfied with the
allocation.However, his repeat-
ed references to the Home De-
partment have fuelled specula-
tion about his interest in the
portfolio, which is widely re-
garded as one of the most pow-
erful within any state govern-
ment. The Home Ministry
typically plays a central role in
law and order administration
and is considered second in in-
fluence only to the Chief Min-
ister.Observers point out that
the Cabinet functions on the

warned that systems without
innovation would become inef-
fective over time.

Referring to public commu-
nication and governance chal-
lenges, he said certain groups
were attempting to politicise
issues and spread false propa-
ganda by linking incidents to
caste or religion. He cautioned
officials to remain vigilant
against such misinformation
campaigns.

He also said that some crimi-
nal incidents were linked to
mental health issues and sub-
stance abuse, including drugs
and marijuana. The govern-
ment, he said, is actively trac-
ing old cases, including those
dating back to 2019, leading to
arrests and convictions. He
stressed the importance of
communicating such outcomes
to the public to reinforce confi-
dence in law enforcement.

principle of collective respon-
sibility, where decisions are
taken jointly, and each minis-
ter is expected to operate with-
in assigned responsibilities.
While coordination across de-
partments is encouraged, di-
rect interference in another
minister’s portfolio without
due process is considered out-
side established norms.

Questions have also been
raised about his earlier cam-
paign statements, where he
had highlighted issues such as
alleged missing cases of wom-
en and the Sugali Preethi case.
Critics argue that despite rais-
ing these concerns before elec-
tions, there has been limited
visible progress on these is-
sues after assuming office,
even though they could have
been pursued within the Cabi-
net framework.

Political analysts note that
Deputy Chief Minister posts,
while significant in stature, do
not carry constitutional au-
thority beyond allocated port-
folios. The position does not
grant separate executive pow-
ers over other departments un-
less formally assigned.

The latest remarks have once
again brought focus on inter-
nal coordination within the
ruling alliance and raised dis-
cussions on the boundaries of
ministerial authority in coali-
tion governance.

Resolution of PGRS Petitions

The Chief Minister instruct-
ed officials to ensure strict ad-
herence to vehicle number
plate regulations and other
statutory norms. He also re-
ferred to upcoming technologi-
cal initiatives, including the
planned launch of a quantum
computer in December, and di-
rected steps to develop a quan-
tum park and semiconductor
park in the interim.

He further emphasised pri-
orities such as increasing
green cover, maintaining
cleanliness, ensuring water se-
curity, groundwater recharge,
conservation of water resourc-
es and preventing river
pollution.

Chief Secretary G Sai Pras-
ad, Director General of Police
Harish Kumar Gupta and sen-
ior officials from various de-
partments participated in the
review meeting.
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Lokesh Credits Padyatra
for Ground Connect

New Delhi, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

HRD, IT and Electronics
Minister Nara Lokesh said his
Padyatra was a defining expe-
rience that helped him under-
stand people’s issues and con-
nect more deeply with ground
realities. He made the remarks
during an interview with a na-
tional media outlet.

Lokesh said that earlier,
when issues were presented in
his official capacity, it was dif-
ficult to fully relate to them.
However, extensive travel
across constituencies and di-
rect interaction with people
during the Padyatra changed
his perspective significantly.

“Padyatra, I truly believe,
was very important for me to
understand Bharat. I walked in
constituencies, I heard people,
and I spent 2-3 nights there.
My ability to relate to those is-
sues exists much more,” he
said.

He added that both academic
training and field experience
shaped his approach. “Stan-
ford MBA was fantastic for
business, Padyatra was great
for politics. The IQ bit I got
from Stanford, the EQ bit I got

from Padyatra,” Lokesh said.

Lokesh said the experience
continues to guide decision-
making, especially in irriga-
tion and rural development,
where ground realities are cru-
cial. He also highlighted educa-
tion reforms, stating that ex-
amination systems such as
NEET require review and sug-
gested multiple testing oppor-
tunities and strengthened com-
puter-based examinations.

He said Speed, Stability and
Service remain the core driv-
ers of investor confidence in
Andhra Pradesh. Citing major
projects such as the Google
data centre, ArcelorMittal steel
plant and AMCA fighter jet ini-
tiative, he said the state has
demonstrated rapid execution
capacity.

Lokesh reiterated Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu’s vision of transforming
Andhra Pradesh into a $2.4 tril-
lion economy by 2047. He said
focus remains on execution,
job creation and attracting in-
vestments, with Amaravati, Vi-
sakhapatnam and Tirupati de-
veloped as key growth hubs
and 60,000 crore planned for
Amaravati development.

Karnataka Leaders Invite CM for
Tungabhadra Project Gate Inauguration

oW
Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau
Karnataka Minor Irrigation
Minister N.S. Boseraju, MLA
Basavaraju, and MLC Basavan-
na Gowda met Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu at the
Secretariat on Monday and ex-
tended an invitation to attend
the inauguration of the new
gates of the Tungabhadra
Project.
During the meeting, the Kar-
nataka leaders presented an of-

ficial invitation to the Chief
Minister for the inaugural cer-
emony scheduled to be held on
June 25. The delegation re-
quested Chandrababu Naidu to
participate in the event, which
is expected to be attended by
several public representatives
and officials.

Following the presentation
of the invitation, the Chief
Minister held a cordial interac-
tion with the visiting dignitar-
ies and discussed P3

Basavatarakam Hospital Born Out of
a Personal Tragvedy, Says CM Naidu

Hyderabad, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu said the Basavata-
rakam Indo-American Cancer
Hospital was born out of a per-
sonal tragedy and has grown
into one of India’s leading non-
profit cancer care
institutions.

Addressing the Silver Jubi-
lee celebrations of the hospital
in Hyderabad, he said the in-
spiration for establishing the
facility came after the death of

Basavatarakam, wife of for-
mer Chief Minister N T'Rama
Rao, due to cancer at a time
when advanced treatment was
not easily available in the
region.

“There is a story behind the
journey of the Basavatarakam
Cancer Hospital. It was built
inspired by my mother-in-law
Basavatarakam. At that time,
cancer treatment facilities
were available only in cities
like Mumbai and Chennai,” he
said.

He said the hospital was es-

tablished with the vision that
no patient should lose their life
due to lack of access to treat-
ment. It began with 100 beds
and was guided in its early
phase by former Speaker Kode-
la Siva Prasada Rao as Manag-
ing Trustee, along with senior
doctors including Dr Nori
Dattatreyudu.

Naidu said the institution
has grown over 25 years into a
major healthcare facility and
isnow run as a non-profit insti-
tution under Trust Chairman
Nandamuri Balakrishna, who

continues to actively support
its functioning.

He appreciated Balakrish-
na’s commitment and also con-
gratulated him on plans for a
1,000-bed cancer hospital in
Amaravati.He said the hospi-
tal currently has around 650
beds, performs over 8,000 sur-
geries, and conducts nearly 22
operations daily. It serves over
3 lakh patients annually from
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and neighbouring states in-
cluding Maharashtra, Karna-
taka and Odisha.

We Will Build Cancer Hospital in Amaravati, Says Nandamuri Balakrishna

Hyderabad, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

We will build a cancer hospi-
tal in Amaravati and further
expand healthcare services in
Hyderabad, said Hospital
Chairman and MLA Nanda-
muri Balakrishna, reaffirm-
ing the institution’s commit-
ment to affordable cancer care.

He made the remarks during
the Silver Jubilee celebrations
of the Basavatarakam Indo-
American Cancer Institute
held recently in Hyderabad.
The event was attended by
Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu, former Vice Presi-
dent M Venkaiah Naidu, Un-

ion Ministers Anupriya Patel
and Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar, Telangana Minister
Damodara Raja Narasimha,
AP Minister Satya Kumar,
along with dignitaries and
members of the NTR family.

Balakrishna said the hospi-
tal was established to serve the
poor and ensure that no pa-
tient is denied cancer treat-
ment due to financial con-
straints. He said the institution
currently performs around 35
to 40 surgeries daily and has
become a source of hope for
thousands of families.

“I stand before you not mere-
ly as an actor or an MLA, but

as a son. We were deeply dis-
tressed when my mother Basa-
vatarakam was diagnosed
with cancer. We had the finan-
cial strength to fight, but she
used to ask how the poor could
face such a disease,” he said.

He said the hospital has pro-
vided outpatient services to
around 3.75 lakh people and
continues to ensure dignity
and hope for patients. One of
India’s early bone marrow
transplantation centres also
began here.

Balakrishna said govern-
ments, donors and organisa-
tions have supported the insti-
tution over the years, enabling
steady growth. He said the 25-
year journey reflects a long-
standing commitment to ser-
vice and announced plans for
a new cancer hospital in
Amaravati.

Union Minister Anupriya

Naidu said government ef-
forts alone are not enough for
public health and stressed the
role of non-profit institutions.
He added that Andhra Pradesh
is focusing on preventive, cura-
tive and predictive healthcare
models.He also mentioned the
contribution of NTR Memorial
Trust trustee Bhuvaneswari in
social service activities.

He expressed confidence
that Basavatarakam Hospital
will emerge as one of the larg-
est non-profit healthcare insti-
tutions in the country.

Patel said the hospital is a bea-
con of hope, noting that 1.5
million people are diagnosed
with cancer annually in India.
She highlighted Ayushman
Bharat screening for those
above 30 and HPV vaccination
for girls to prevent cervical
cancer, covering 12 million
girls.

Union Minister Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar said the hos-
pital, now expanded from 100
to 650 beds, provides treatment
at lower costs under Arogyasri
and Ayushman Bharat
schemes. Telangana Health
Minister Damodara Raja Nar-
asimha stressed early detec-
tion and said cancer has been
declared a notifiable disease in
the state.
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Telugu Cinema Legends Felicitated
Ahead of Padma Shrl Ceremony

New Delhi, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

HRD, IT and Electronics Min-
ister Nara Lokesh felicitated
senior film actors and Padma
Shri awardees Maganti Murali
Mohan and Rajendra Prasad in
New Delhi on Monday. The cer-
emony comes ahead of the of-
ficial Padma Awards presenta-
tion scheduled to be held in the
national capital on Tuesday,
where both veteran actors are
set to receive the honours.

) .‘Mitpis e Ng};g Lokesh pre-

sented mementoes to the ac-
claimed actors and conveyed
that it is a matter of pride for
the state that two stalwarts of
Telugu cinema are being simul-
taneously honoured with the

Padma Shri award. He appreci-
ated their decades-long contri-
bution to Indian cinema, not-
ing that they have acted in
hundreds of films and signifi-
cantly enriched Telugu film
culture.

During the interaction, both
Murali Mohan and Rajendra
Prasad reminisced about their
association with legendary ac-
tor Nandamuri Taraka Rama
Rao. Minister Lokesh also ex-
pressed hope that the senior ac-
tors would continue to contrib-
ute to the promotion of Telugu
art and culture. Union Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu and several
Members of Parliament were
also present and felicitated the
awardees.

Satya Kumar Reviews Treatment
of Road Accident Victims

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Medical and Health Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav on
Monday reviewed the medical
treatment being provided to
victims injured in the road ac-
cident near Pullampeta. He
spoke with doctors and offi-
cials to assess the condition of
those undergoing treatment.

Officials informed the minis-
ter that 15 injured passengers
were given primary treatment
and later shifted to RIMS Hos-
pital, Kadapa, for advanced
medical care. They also stated
that a 17-year-old girl suc-
cumbed to her injuries while
being transported for further

treatment.

Two other injured passen-
gers who were admitted to the
Area Hospital in Rajampet re-
ceived treatment and were dis-
charged on Monday morning
after their condition
improved.

During the review, Satya Ku-
mar Yadav directed hospital
authorities to ensure the best
possible care for all victims. He
stressed the need for continu-
ous monitoring, timely treat-
ment, and the availability of
all required medical facilities.
He also sought regular updates
on the condition of the injured
and instructed officials to ex-
tend every possible support un-
til their complete recovery.

Tirupati District Road Accident Claims Lives;
Condolences Expressed to Victims’ Families

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Revenue, Registration and
Stamps Minister and Tirupati
District In-Charge Minister
Anagani Satya Prasad ex-
pressed deep shock over the
tragic road accident that oc-
curred on the Kadapa-Chen-
nai National Highway in Tiru-
pati district.

Anagani Satya Prasad con-
veyed his heartfelt condolenc-
es to the families of those who
lost their lives in the accident.
He said the loss of lives in the
mishap was deeply distressing
and prayed for strength and
courage for the bereaved fami-
lies during this difficult time.

The minister also reviewed
the medical treatment being

provided to those injured in
the accident. He spoke with of-
ficials and sought details about
the condition of the victims
undergoing treatment at vari-
ous hospitals.

Anagani Satya Prasad di-
rected officials to ensure that
severely injured victims re-
ceive the best possible medical
care without any delay. He in-
structed authorities to make
all necessary medical facilities
available and closely monitor
the treatment process.

He assured that the govern-
ment would stand firmly with
the families of the deceased
and extend all possible sup-
port. The minister also empha-
sized the need for continuous
assistance to the injured until
they fully recover.

Minister Ramprasad Reviews
Transport Department Progress

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Mandipalli Ram-
prasad Reddy said the Trans-
port Department has achieved
significant progress over the
past two years through tech-
nology-driven reforms, im-
proved transparency, and
strengthened public transport
services. Addressing a press
conference at the Secretariat,
he said the reforms were im-
plemented under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and with
support from Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan.

He highlighted digitization
of licences, registrations, per-
mits, and payments, along
with 85 Automated Driving
Testing Centres and the “Sar-
athi” mobile app. Welfare pro-
grammes trained over 2.34
lakh drivers. Revenue rose to
5,050 crore in 2025-26, with 8.85
lakh vehicle registrations. AP-
SRTC added 1,189 buses, in-
cluding electric mobility ex-
pansion plans. Schemes like
“Stree Shakti” and “Divyang
Shakti” boosted inclusive trav-
el, while a 24x7 command cen-
tre improved safety, monitor-
ing, and service efficiency
across the state.

Dr Purushotham Assumes Charge as
Secretary, AP Science & Technology &
Innovation Department

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Dr Hanumantu Purushotham
assumed charge as the new Secre-
tary of the Science, Technology &
Innovation (STI) Department of
the Government of Andhra
Pradesh at the Secretariat’s
Block-5 in Amaravati. He formally
took over from Principal Secretary
Kantilal Dande, who held addition-
al charge earlier. After assuming
office, he met Chief Secretary G.
Sai Prasad and expressed grati-
tude, while the Chief Secretary ex-

tended his congratulations.

With nearly four decades of ex-
perience in science, technology,
R&D, IPR and innovation systems,
Dr Purushotham previously
served as CMD of NRDC under the
Union Ministry of Science and
Technology, and held key academic
and institutional roles. He thanked
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan and the coalition
government. Officials expressed
confidence that his leadership will
strengthen Andhra Pradesh’s in-
novation ecosystem.

ANDHRAPRADESH

Basavatarakam Hospital Plans 1,000-Bed
Cancer Facility in Amaravati

Hyderabad, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The Basavatarakam Indo-
American Cancer Hospital and
Research Institute has an-
nounced plans to establish a
1,000-bed integrated cancer
hospital in Amaravati, mark-
ing a major expansion of its
cancer care network in the Tel-
ugu states.

The announcement was
made during the hospital’s Sil-
ver Jubilee celebrations in Hy-
derabad on Monday, marking
25 years of service in cancer
treatment, research and pa-
tient care.

The institution was founded
following the dying wish of Ba-
savatarakam, the wife of for-
mer Chief Minister N T Rama
Rao, who envisioned afforda-
ble cancer care for all. N. T.
Rama Rao laid the foundation
stone, and the hospital was in-
augurated in 2000 by former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee with 100 beds.

Under the leadership of
Trust Chairman Nandamuri
Balakrishna, along with trus-
tees, doctors and philanthro-

pists, the hospital has grown
into one of India’s leading can-
cer centres. It now serves pa-
tients from Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and neighbouring
states.

The hospital currently treats
over 3 lakh outpatients annu-
ally and nearly 90,000 inpa-
tients every year. It has per-
formed more than 8,000 cancer
surgeries and 86 bone marrow
transplants. Over 65 per cent
of patients come from econom-
ically weaker sections and re-
ceive subsidised treatment un-
der Aarogyasri and Ayushman
Bharat PM-JAY schemes.

A multidisciplinary team of
over 250 specialists provides
comprehensive cancer care, in-
cluding oncology, radiology,
pathology and nuclear medi-
cine services. The hospital also

runs palliative care pro-
grammes focused on pain re-
lief and quality of life
support.

As part of outreach, mobile
cancer screening programmes
have covered 2.7 lakh people so
far across the Telugu states.
During the Silver Jubilee year,
45,000 individuals were
screened free of cost, includ-
ing 25,000 women.

Trustee Nara Brahmani said
the institution represents a
legacy of compassion carried
across generations, turning
personal grief into public
service.

The proposed Amaravati fa-
cility aims to further expand
access to advanced, affordable
cancer care and strengthen the
institution’s mission of
service.

Minister Anam Ramayana Reddy Reviews
Progress in Pushkaram Preparatlons

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Endowments Minister Anam
Ramayana Reddy reviewed the
progress of Godavari Pushkar-
am 2027 preparations and stat-
ed that the department has
achieved major reforms within
the first two years of the NDA
coalition government. He said
10 out of 11 manifesto promises
have already been implement-
ed, covering temple adminis-
tration, asset protection, and
welfare measures.

He highlighted that honorar-
iums for Vedic scholars have
been increased from 10,000 to

15,000, while financial assis-
tance for dhupa-deepa-naivedy-
am in small temples has been
raised to 10,000 per month.
High-level committees with
senior police and administra-
tive officials have been formed
to protect temple properties.

The Minister also reviewed
corrective measures for disput-
ed 22-A land records affecting
farmers. Officials confirmed
that Godavari Pushkaram will

be held from June 26 to July 7,
2027. Reconstruction works in
162 temples are underway at a
cost of 71.60 crore, while AI-
based systems at Tirumala
have improved pilgrim man-
agement and services.

Minister Assures Adequate
Fertiliser Supply for Kharif-2026

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Adequate fertiliser stocks
are available for the Kha-
rif-2026 season, and farmers
will not face any shortage, Ag-
riculture Minister Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu said during a
high-level review meeting held
at the Secretariat on Monday.

Reviewing fertiliser availa-
bility, distribution and stock
positions with officials, com-
pany representatives and deal-
er associations, Atchannaidu
warned dealers and fertiliser
companies against forcing
farmers to purchase unwanted

products along with urea or
DAP. He said such practices
would not be tolerated and that
criminal cases would be regis-
tered against those found vio-
lating the rules.

The minister also directed
dealers to sell fertilisers strict-
ly at MRP and warned of strin-
gent action against overpric-
ing. Special vigilance teams
will monitor fertiliser move-
ment to prevent diversion,
while authorities will main-
tain complete tracking of eve-
ry fertiliser bag distributed
across the state.

Atchannaidu instructed of-
ficials to ensure that tenant
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farmers and those without An-
droid phones do not face diffi-
culties in accessing fertiliser
booking services. He also
called for greater awareness on
nano urea and natural farming
practices to promote sustaina-
ble agriculture.

APSCPCR Reviews Child Protectlon Measures

Ongole, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The Chairman of the
Andhra Pradesh State Com-
mission for Protection of Child
Rights (APSCPCR), Sri Vetuku-
ri A.V.S. Surya Narayana Raju,
along with Commission Mem-
ber Sri V. Gandhi, visited
Prakasam district on Sunday
to review child protection sys-
tems and welfare initiatives.

As part of the visit, the del-
egation inspected diagnostic
and scanning centres in On-
gole to ensure strict compli-
ance with the PCPNDT Act,
which prohibits sex selection

and regulates prenatal diag-
nostic procedures. They
stressed proper record mainte-
nance and strict enforcement
to prevent gender discrimina-
tion and protect the girl child.

The team also inspected the
Government Bala Sadan (Chil-
dren’s Home) in Ongole, re-
viewing facilities including
nutrition, education, health-
care, hygiene, and safety. They
emphasized creating a secure
and child-friendly environ-
ment for holistic
development.

Later, a review meeting was
held with the District Child
Protection Unit and other offi-

cials, focusing on preventing
child labour, child marriages,
trafficking, and improving re-
habilitation mechanisms. The
Commission reiterated its
commitment to strengthening
child rights protection across
the district.

Viswabrahmana Association Seek MLC Seat

Vijayawada, June 22 |TPN
Bureau

The Vijayawada Viswabrah-
mana Association has urged
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to fulfill its pre-election
promise of allocating an MLC
seat to the Viswabrahmana
community and to introduce a
pension scheme for community
members aged 50 years and
above.

The demand was raised dur-
ing the swearing-in ceremony
of the association’s newly elect-
ed executive committee, held at
the Viswabrahmana Kalyana
Mandapam in Chittinagar, Vi-
jayawada. Around 90 office-
bearers and executive commit-
tee members, including newly

elected President Gorthi Srini-
vasa Chakravarthy, took the
oath of office.

Addressing the gathering,
Srinivasa Chakravarthy said
the Viswabrahmana communi-
ty had extended its support to
the alliance government during
the elections and expressed
confidence that Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu would
honour the commitment made
to the community regarding
MLC representation.

He stated that his primary
objective would be to unite
Viswabrahmanas across the
state and bring their concerns
to the government's attention.
He also stressed the need for a
pension scheme for artisans
aged 50 and above, particularly

goldsmiths and carpenters,
who often face health-related
challenges due to the nature of
their professions.Community
members extended financial as-
sistance to the association pres-
ident for welfare activities
aimed at supporting Viswabrah-
mana families.

The oath of office was admin-
istered by the association’s
Honorary President, Kur-
machari. Prominent BC leader
Karri Venumadhav, General
Secretary Kadaru Ven-
kateswara Rao, Dhanala Kota
Vasu, and several senior com-
munity leaders participated in
the programme and called for
greater welfare measures and
representation for the
Viswabrahmana community.
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Pawan Kalyan Congratulates
Manoj Paramahamsa

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan has congratu-
lated noted cinematographer
Manoj Paramahamsa on his ap-
pointment as Chairman of the
M.G.R. Government Film and
Television Training Institute
in Chennai by the Tamil Nadu
government.

In a statement, Pawan Kaly-
an expressed happiness over
the appointment and conveyed
his heartfelt congratulations to
Manoj Paramahamsa. He noted
that the acclaimed cinematog-
rapher has worked extensively
in both Telugu and Tamil cin-
ema and possesses deep knowl-
edge of evolving film technolo-
gies, cinematic design, and
modern filmmaking
techniques.

Pawan Kalyan highlighted
the rich legacy of the prestig-
ious Chennai-based institute,
which has produced several
distinguished personalities
from the Indian film industry.

He recalled that leading actors
such as Chiranjeevi, Rajini-
kanth, Suhasini, Nassar, and
Rajendra Prasad, as well as re-
nowned technicians including
P.C. Sreeram and P.S. Nivas
studied at the institution.
Expressing confidence in
Manoj Paramahamsa’s leader-
ship, Pawan Kalyan said he
hopes the institute will contin-
ue to nurture talented filmmak-
ers and technical experts who
will contribute significantly to
the growth of Indian cinema.
He wished Manoj Parama-
hamsa success in his new role
and expressed hope that the in-
stitution would reach greater
heights under his guidance.

BJP Demands Urgent
Action on Food Safety

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

BJP President PVN Madhav
has urged the state govern-
ment to take immediate and
strict action on food safety is-
sues raised through the “Ja-
nata Varadhi” programme. He
said citizens have reported se-
rious concerns, including
adulterated milk, fake spices,
contaminated drinking water,
poor-quality packaged food,
and unhygienic meat shops
across Andhra Pradesh. He
stressed that unsafe food is a
major public health risk and

affects families economically.
Madhav highlighted shortages
of Food Safety Officers and va-
cant sanctioned posts, leading
to weak enforcement. He cited
incidents in Rajamahendra-
varam, Eluru, Srikakulam,
Anakapalli, Vijayawada, and
Tirumala. He demanded fill-
ing vacancies, setting up dis-
trict-level testing labs, QR-
based licensing, strict
inspections, closure of illegal
slaughterhouses, and 24x7 hel-
plines. He submitted represen-
tations at the Collectorates
statewide seeking urgent
action.

Minister Subhash Launches Online
Platform for Workers Welfare Board

Vijayawada, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Work-
ers Welfare Board has
launched a new online plat-
form to strengthen digital gov-
ernance and improve welfare
service delivery across the
state. The initiative was un-
veiled during the 45th Board
meeting held at a hotel on Mon-
day by Minister Vasantha
Subhash.

The new website enables
workers to register online, ap-
ply for welfare schemes, check
beneficiary details, access
guidelines, and submit griev-
ances without visiting govern-
ment offices. The Minister said
the government is committed
to ensuring transparent, effi-
cient, and timely delivery of
welfare benefits through tech-
nology-driven systems.

The meeting also reviewed

ongoing welfare schemes, safe-
ty measures, and efforts to sim-
plify registration and adminis-
trative procedures. Officials
discussed ways to enhance
transparency and expand so-
cial security coverage for
workers.

Senior officials, including
Labour Department Secretary
M.V. Seshagiri Babu and Com-
missioner Gandham Chan-
drudu, attended the meeting.
The initiative is expected to
modernize welfare administra-
tion and improve accessibility
for workers statewide.

Five Teaching Hospitals to Get
Artificial Limb Manufacturing Units

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Satya Kumar Yadav
has announced that Artificial
Limb Manufacturing Units
will be established in five
teaching hospitals to strength-
en healthcare and rehabilita-
tion services for persons with
disabilities.

The first phase of the initia-
tive will cover teaching hospi-
tals in Visakhapatnam, On-
gole, Vijayawada, Tirupati, and
Kurnool. The centres will man-
ufacture artificial limbs,
wheelchairs, hearing aids, and
other assistive devices based
on medical recommendations,
reducing both costs and incon-

venience for beneficiaries.

Satya Kumar Yadav said the
initiative was approved by the
Central Government following
a proposal submitted by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu. Central teams began in-
spections of infrastructure
and facilities at the selected
hospitals on Monday.

The units will provide end-
to-end services, including
measurements, design, fabri-
cation, fitting, repairs, and re-
habilitation support. Officials
said the facilities will improve
accessibility to quality assis-
tive devices and help enhance
mobility, independence, and
quality of life for persons with
disabilities.

Jagan Consoles Road Accident Victims

Tadepalli, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

YSR Congress Party Presi-
dent and former Chief Minister
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy ex-
pressed deep shock over the
road accident near Udumvari-
palle in Pullampeta mandal of
Tirupati district, which
claimed two lives. He condoled
the deaths of Puneeth Sai and

student Yashwitha, who died
after an APSRTC bus collided
with a lorry. Jagan conveyed
his heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families and prayed
for their strength to bear the
loss. He also urged the state
government to ensure immedi-
ate and advanced medical treat-
ment for the injured and extend
all necessary relief and support
to the affected families.
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Planning Department Signs Mol to
Drive Swarna Andhra 2047 Vision

continued

rate (CAGR) of 13.5% be-
tween 2014 and 2019, while the
current growth rate stands at
around 11% due to various
constraints.

The MoU was formally ex-
changed between State Plan-
ning Department Principal
Secretary Piyush Kumar and
IFMR representative Kapil
Viswanathan. Under the agree-
ment, IFMR will support the
implementation of the ten
guiding principles of the Swar-
na Andhra 2047 Vision and as-
sist in setting up Mission Cells
to achieve GSDP targets.

The institute will work with
the state on key initiatives, in-
cluding the Zero Poverty Mis-
sion, Water Security Mission
and Deep Tech Mission. It will
also conduct field studies, pro-
vide policy recommendations

and suggest innovative devel-
opment strategies. The part-
nership is expected to be ex-
panded in subsequent phases.

A State-Level Committee and
Mission Working Groups will
be constituted to monitor the
implementation of the
framework.

The Chief Minister said the
state is integrating deep tech-
nologies across sectors to ac-
celerate growth. He noted
Andhra Pradesh is attracting
investments in AI skilling,
drones, automobiles, metals,
rare earth minerals, semicon-
ductors and defence manufac-
turing, while also promoting
Artificial Intelligence and
Quantum Technologies.

Minister Payyavula Keshav,
IFMR representatives, KREA
University officials and senior
Planning Department officers
attended the meeting.

Karnataka Leaders Invite CM for
Tungabhadra Project Gate Inauguration

continued

matters of mutual interest.
The meeting took place in a
friendly atmosphere at the Sec-
retariat.The inauguration of
the new gates at the Tungab-
hadra Project is considered an
important development aimed
at strengthening irrigation in-
frastructure and improving
water management in the re-
gion. The visiting delegation
expressed hope that Chandrab-
abu Naidu would grace the oc-
casion and make the event a

success.
Later, they met Water Re-
sources Minister Nimmala Ra-
manaidu at the Secretariat and
invited him to attend the event.
Karnataka Minor Irrigation
Minister N.S. Boseraju, MLA
Basavaraju, and MLC Basavan-
na Gowda discussed inter-state
water issues. They recalled the
2024 floods when a dam gate
was damaged, and emergency
repairs helped save 80 TMC of
water. Minister Ramanaidu
said 51 crore was spent to re-
place 33 gates in one season.

Lokesh Meets Korean A
mbassador Lee Seong-ho

continued

companies in India and ex-
plored opportunities for deep-
er collaboration in key tech-
nology and manufacturing
sectors.Korea is recognised
as a global leader in semicon-
ductors, microelectronics,
storage systems, shipbuild-
ing and electric vehicle man-
ufacturing. Lokesh highlight-
ed that Andhra Pradesh can
emerge as a long-term strate-
gic partner for Korean com-
panies looking to expand
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their presence in India.

He outlined the state’s fo-
cus on building a strong in-
dustrial ecosystem supported
by infrastructure, skilled
manpower and investor-
friendly policies, particularly
in emerging sectors such as
electronics and advanced
manufacturing.Both sides ex-
pressed interest in enhancing
future cooperation and in-
vestment opportunities,
strengthening bilateral ties
in technology-driven growth
areas.
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MLC Duvvada Questioning
Triggers Protest

Srikakulam, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Tension prevailed at the Ko-
thuru Police Station in Sri-
kakulam district on Monday
evening after supporters of
MLC Duvvada Srinivas staged
a protest during his question-
ing by police.

According to police sources,
a case had earlier been regis-
tered against Duvvada Srini-
vas in connection with re-
marks allegedly made about
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan. Following the registra-
tion of the case, Kothuru po-
lice issued a notice directing
the MLC to appear before them
for inquiry.

Complying with the notice,
Duvvada Srinivas reached the
police station on Monday for
questioning. As the inquiry
continued for several hours,
Duvvada Madhuri arrived at
the police station and staged a
protest, demanding that the
questioning be concluded and
that Srinivas be allowed to

leave.
1 &0 o

Holding placards, Madhuri
and supporters questioned the
duration of the police inquiry
and expressed concern over
the treatment being meted out
to the MLC. The protest soon
gathered momentum as a large
number of Duvvada Srinivas’
followers assembled outside
the police station and joined
the demonstration.

The gathering led to a tense
atmosphere in and around the
police station premises,
prompting authorities to main-
tain heightened security to pre-
vent any untoward incidents.
Police personnel monitored
the situation closely and ap-
pealed to the protesters to re-
main peaceful.

Despite the tension, the situ-
ation remained under control,
and no major law-and-order is-
sues were reported. Police of-
ficials stated that the inquiry
was being conducted as part of
the ongoing investigation and
in accordance with legal proce-
dures. Further developments
in the case are awaited.

POLITICS

Atchannaidu Slams Jagan Over

Farmer Welfare

Amaravati, June 22| TPN
Bureau

State Agriculture Minister
Kinjarapu Atchannaidu
launched a sharp attack on for-
mer Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy, accusing him of
misleading farmers through
false propaganda and lacking
the moral authority to speak
on agricultural welfare.

Responding to Jagan’s recent
criticism of the Alliance gov-
ernment’s farmer welfare ini-
tiatives, Atchannaidu de-
scribed him as the “brand
ambassador of anti-farmer
policies” and alleged that farm-
ers suffered severe hardships
during the previous YSRCP re-
gime. He claimed Jagan’s so-
cial media comments were
filled with inaccuracies and
aimed at creating confusion
among the farming
community.

The minister said the Alli-
ance government has been
committed to supporting farm-
ers through welfare measures,
financial assistance, and time-
ly interventions. He stated that
although 300 crore was allo-
cated for certain agricultural
support programs in the 2025-
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26 budget, the government
spent nearly 588 crore keeping
farmers’ interests in mind.
Atchannaidu also rejected
allegations regarding aqua
farmers and tobacco growers,
asserting that the present gov-
ernment had taken concrete
steps to address their con-
cerns. He said aqua feed prices
had been kept under control
despite rising raw material
costs and global market pres-
sures. On tobacco cultivation,
he noted that the government

Remarks

A

was actively engaging with the
Tobacco Board and industry
stakeholders to safeguard
farmers’ interests.The minis-
ter accused Jagan of attempt-
ing to gain political mileage by
spreading misinformation and
said farmers are fully aware of
the difference between genuine
welfare efforts and political
rhetoric. He maintained that
the Alliance government re-
mains focused on farmer wel-
fare and agricultural develop-
ment across the state.

YSRCP Demands CBI Prohe into Sai Krishna Case

Tadepalli, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) on Monday demanded a
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) probe into the disap-
pearance of Sai Krishna and
the death of Kranthi Kumar,
alleging serious lapses and po-
lice misconduct in both cases.

Addressing the media at
Tadepalli, former minister and
YSRCP leader Ambati Ramba-
bu alleged that Sai Krishna
was brought from Marka-
puram on May 9 by a police
task force operating under the
supervision of the Vijayawada
Police Commissioner. He ques-
tioned why Sai Krishna was
not produced before a court
within 24 hours despite a Non-
Bailable Warrant (NBW) re-
portedly being issued against
him.Rambabu stated that the
whereabouts of Sai Krishna re-
main unknown and claimed
that the matter came to light
only after persistent appeals by
family members. He demanded
the disclosure of the identities
of the officers involved in

bringing Sai Krishna from
Markapuram and called for the
suspension of the city’s top po-
lice official to ensure an impar-
tial investigation.

The YSRCP leader further al-
leged that the Kranthi Kumar
case, initially registered as a
suspicious death, should be in-
vestigated as a murder case in
light of video evidence pur-
portedly indicating police har-
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assment before the suicide.

Rambabu also criticized the
state government, alleging
contradictory statements from
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu and Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan re-
garding the incidents. He as-
serted that only an independ-
ent CBI inquiry could uncover
the facts and deliver justice to
the affected families.

YSRGP Demands Apology

from Nanaji Over Remarks
Against Jagan

Tadepalli, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) on Monday demanded an
immediate apology from Kaki-
nada Rural Jana Sena MLA
Pantam Nanaji for his alleged
remarks against former Chief
Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, asserting that public
representatives must maintain
dignity and decorum in politi-
cal discourse.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the YSRCP Central Of-
fice in Tadepalli, party official
spokesperson Karumuri Ven-
kata Reddy criticized Jana
Sena leaders for allegedly us-
ing abusive language and en-
gaging in political provocation.
He claimed that such behav-
iour had become increasingly
common over the past two
years and accused the coalition
government of diverting atten-
tion from public issues.

Karumuri alleged that in-
stead of addressing people's
concerns, the ruling alliance
was encouraging intimidation
and attacks on opposition voic-
es. He also questioned why
Jana Sena leadership re-
mained silent when its own
cadre allegedly faced humilia-
tion and why action was not
taken against leaders making

offensive remarks.

The YSRCP leader stated
that the party had exercised re-
straint because Jagan Mohan
Reddy had always promoted re-
sponsible political conduct and
democratic values. However,
he warned that repeated per-
sonal attacks and derogatory

comments against the former

Chief Minister would not be
tolerated.

He urged Pantam Nanaji to
maintain respect in public life,
exercise restraint, and imme-
diately apologize for his
remarks.
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Jagan to Hold Praja Darbars During
Three-Day Pulivendula Tour

Tadepalli, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) President and former
Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy will undertake a
three-day tour of Pulivendula
from June 23 to June 25, during
which he is scheduled to inter-
act with the public and partici-
pate in religious events.

According to the tour sched-
ule released on Monday, Jagan
will arrive in Pulivendula at 4
p.m. on June 23 and conduct a
Praja Darbar at the Bhakara-
puram Camp Office. During
the programme, he will meet
people from the constituency,
hear their grievances, and re-
ceive representations. He will
stay overnight at his residence
in Pulivendula.On June 24,
Jagan will leave Pulivendula at
9 a.m. and travel to Bhumayya-

garipalle village in Vemula
mandal to take part in the in-
auguration ceremonies of the
newly constructed Sri Gattu
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
Temple. Following the temple
event, he will return to the
Pulivendula Camp Office and
hold another Praja Darbar to
interact with local residents
and party supporters.

The former Chief Minister
is scheduled to stay overnight
in Pulivendula after the day's
engagements.

On June 25, Jagan will con-
clude his visit and depart from
Pulivendula at 8 a.m. to begin
his return journey.

The tour is expected to in-
clude direct interactions with
the public and participation in
community and religious ac-
tivities within the
constituency.

YSRCP Alleges Political
Vendetta Against MLC’s
Institutions

Nellore, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) on Monday strongly con-
demned the inspections and
actions initiated against edu-
cational institutions run by
MLC Parvathareddy Chan-
drasekhar Reddy, alleging that
the move was politically moti-
vated and aimed at silencing
criticism of the government.

Addressing the media in Nel-
lore after meeting Chan-
drasekhar Reddy, YSRCP MLC
Lella Appi Reddy described the
inspections as a clear act of po-
litical vendetta. He alleged that
the institutions were being tar-
geted because Chandrasekhar
Reddy had exposed irregulari-
ties in the DSC-2025 recruit-
ment process. Appi Reddy
questioned why only his insti-
tutions were subjected to scru-
tiny while numerous other ed-
ucational institutions across
the state remained untouched.

He stated that the action was
not merely directed against an
individual but represented an

attack on the YSRCP and the
democratic right to question
the government. As a mark of
protest, 18 YSRCP MLCs re-
portedly wore black badges
and paid tributes at the statue
of B. R. Ambedkar in Nellore.

Appi Reddy accused the coa-
lition government of using of-
ficial machinery to intimidate
political opponents through
raids, inspections, and legal
cases. He said Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu and
Minister Nara Lokesh should
respond politically to criticism
rather than resorting to ad-
ministrative action.

The YSRCP leader asserted
that the party would intensify
its agitation and expand the
movement from Nellore across
the state. He maintained that
the party would continue its
struggle against what it de-
scribed as undemocratic prac-
tices and political retaliation
against those who question the
government's
functioning.

Pawan Kalyan a Leader Beyond
Caste Politics, Say Alliance Leaders

Ramachandrapuram, June
22 | TPN Bureau

Alliance party leaders in Ra-
machandrapuram strongly de-
fended Deputy Chief Minister
and Jana Sena Party President
Pawan Kalyan, asserting that
the YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) has no moral right to crit-
icize him after allegedly failing
to fulfill promises made to the
Kapu community during its
tenure in power.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Lions Club Kalyana
Mandapam on Monday, Jana
Sena constituency in-charge
Polishetti Chandrasekhar and
several Kapu community lead-
ers accused the YSRCP of be-
traying the aspirations of Ka-
pus by neglecting commitments
related to reservations and
weakening institutions meant
for their welfare.

The leaders described Pawan
Kalyan as a statesman who rep-
resents all sections of society;,
including farmers, youth,
women, workers, and middle-
class families, rather than be-
ing confined to any single caste
group. They said attempts to
portray him solely as a Kapu
leader were politically moti-
vated and intended to under-
mine his broader appeal.

Criticizing the recent Ven-
katayapalem meeting organ-
ized by YSRCP leaders, they
alleged that it was driven by

political survival rather than
genuine concern for the Kapu
community. According to
them, the gathering reflected
the anxiety of leaders facing
political setbacks rather than a
sincere effort to address com-
munity issues.

The alliance leaders also ob-
jected to the use of the term
“YSR Kapus,” stating that no
community should be politi-
cally tied to a single party.
They emphasized that the
Kapu community is capable of
making independent political
decisions and determining its
own future.

Highlighting Pawan Kaly-
an’s growing national stature,
the speakers pointed to the rec-
ognition he has received from
national leaders and praised
his commitment to public ser-
vice, honesty, and social
harmony.

The leaders further lauded
State Minister Vasamsetti Sub-
hash for undertaking develop-
ment initiatives in the constit-
uency and working for the
welfare of all communities.
They called for an end to caste-
based politics and urged politi-
cal parties to focus on public
issues and development.

Several alliance leaders,
Kapu association representa-
tives, and party workers at-
tended t he
meeting.
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IGNITE Initiative Wins SKOCH
Award for Innovation

R District, June
Bureau

District Collector Dr. G.
Lakshmisha said the ‘Ignite’
initiative has received nation-
al recognition through the
SKOCH Award, highlighting
the efforts of Team NTR Dis-
trict in implementing innova-
tive governance models.

The award was received in
New Delhi by District Indus-
tries Officer M. Madhu on be-
half of the Collector. On Mon-
day, the award was formally
presented to Collector Laksh-
misha at the Collectorate,
where Joint Collector S. Ilak-
kiya and other officials felici-
tated the achievement.

Lakshmisha said the IG-
NITE (Information for Growth
through Nurturing Income-
generating Innovation, Tech-
nology and Encouraging En-
trepreneurs) cell has been
designed to promote innova-
tion, entrepreneurship and ef-
fective delivery of welfare and
development schemes. He said

the initiative aligns with the
Swarnandhra @ 2047 vision
and the broader goal of Viksit
Bharat.

He explained that IGNITE
cells are being operated on a
rotational basis at the Collec-
torate and MPDO offices in
aspirational blocks such as
Penuganchiprolu and Ibra-
himpatnam. Each day, a differ-
ent department participates
to create awareness on gov-
ernment schemes, resolve
public queries and provide
support in financial, technical
and marketing areas.

He said the initiative en-
sures last-mile delivery of ser-
vices and encourages innova-
tive thinking among
departments. Lakshmisha
urged officials to maintain the
same spirit of innovation to
achieve long-term develop-
ment goals.

District Revenue Officer M.
Lakshminarasimham and
other departmental officials
participated in the
programme.

Public Demands RT0 Office
inTiruvuru I)nusmn

Tiruvuru, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

A demand has been made for
the establishment of a Region-
al Transport Office (RTO) in
Tiruvuru Revenue Division to
address the long-standing dif-
ficulties faced by vehicle own-
ers and farmers in the region.

Dubbaku Anandarao, Direc-
tor of Sri Vasudha Welfare So-
ciety, submitted a representa-
tion to Tiruvuru Revenue
Divisional Officer (RDO) A.
Kumar on Monday, urging the
government to take immediate
steps to set up an RT'O office in
the division.

In his representation,
Anandarao pointed out that al-
though Tiruvuru Revenue Di-
vision was formed four years
ago, several essential govern-
ment offices are yet to be estab-
lished. He stated that the ab-
sence of an RTO office is
causing severe inconvenience
to residents of the division.

Vehicle owners from Tiruvu-
ru and the surrounding man-
dals are currently required to

travel nearly 100 kilometres to
Vijayawada for services such
as vehicle registration, driving
licences, permit renewals, fit-
ness certificates, and owner-
ship transfers. Farmers, auto-
rickshaw drivers, tractor
owners, and transport opera-
tors are among those most
affected.

Anandarao requested the
RDO to take appropriate meas-
ures to establish an RTO office
at Tiruvuru and ensure easier
access to transport-related ser-
vices for people across the four
mandals under the division.
He said the move would save
time, reduce travel expenses,
and provide significant relief
to thousands of residents.

Alliance Government Committed to
Law, Order and Development:TDP

\,

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leaders on Monday accused the
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
of attempting to mislead the
public through politically mo-
tivated statements and assert-
ed that the Alliance govern-
ment is committed to
maintaining law and order
while ensuring development
and welfare.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the TDP NTR District
office in Auto Nagar, Vijayawa-
da, Vijayawada East MLA Gad-
de Rammohan, NTR District
TDP President Gadde Anurad-
ha, and Swachh Andhra Cor-
poration Chairman Kom-
mareddy Pattabhiram
criticized remarks made by
YSRCP leader Devineni
Avinash.

MLA Gadde Rammohan al-
leged that several incidents of
violence and lawlessness oc-
curred during the previous YS-

Vljayawaaa june 22| T

Bureau

RCP regime and stated that the
current government is taking
stringent measures to curb
ganja trafficking, anti-social
activities, and rowdyism. He
said modern technology, in-
cluding drone surveillance, is
being utilized to monitor crim-
inal activities and ensure pub-
lic safety.

Gadde Anuradha stated that
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu has assured justice to
the family of Sai Krishna and
emphasized that the law will
take its course without dis-
crimination. She accused the
opposition of attempting to
create divisions among com-
munities and urged people to
allow the investigation process
to proceed without
interference.

Kommareddy Pattabhiram
alleged that police stations
were misused during the previ-
ous administration and
claimed the state had gained
notoriety due to drug-related
activities. He said the present
government is focused on re-
storing public confidence,
strengthening governance, and
creating a peaceful
atmosphere.

The leaders reiterated that
the Alliance government re-
mains committed to develop-
ment, welfare programmes,
and maintaining peace and se-
curity across the state.

VIJAYAWADA

Collector Lakshmisha Launches Polio Drive

Vijayawada, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

NTR District, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector Dr. G. Lak-
shmisha reviewed a series of
welfare and public health pro-
grammes on Monday, including
self-employment support, polio
immunisation preparedness
and Kharif fertiliser supply
arrangements.

He distributed 20 pushcarts
under the Indian Red Cross So-
ciety’s ‘P4’ initiative at the Col-
lectorate, aimed at promoting
self-employment among eco-
nomically weaker sections. The
carts were provided with sup-
port from donors, including the
family of Dr. Madhav, Dr. Apar-
na and Dr. Srujana, along with
District Red Cross Chairman Dr.
G. Samaram. Lakshmisha said
such initiatives help strengthen
economic self-reliance and
urged beneficiaries to make ef-
fective use of the opportunity.

The Collector also launched
preparations for the Polio Sun-
day campaign scheduled for
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June 28. Officials said 2.49 lakh
children below five years will be
administered polio drops across
1,008 vaccination centres. Door-
to-door visits will be conducted
on June 29 and 30, covering over
6.71 lakh households, with 35
transit points and 34 mobile
teams deployed. A total of 4,274
vaccinators and 104 supervisors
have been appointed for the
three-day drive.

Reviewing fertiliser supply
for the Kharif season, Lakshmi-
sha directed officials to ensure
uninterrupted availability of
urea and other fertilisers, stat-
ing that no farmer should face
inconvenience. He emphasised
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awareness on balanced fertiliser
use, nano fertilisers, drone
spraying and the AP AIMS app.

He instructed officials to
strengthen monitoring, prevent
diversion and ensure proper
stock movement through check-
posts and special teams. He also
directed that PACS centres be
equipped with basic facilities
and that fertiliser issues be
monitored through a dedicated
“Call to Collector” number 91549
70454.

Joint Collector S. Ilakkiya,
DMHO Dr. Indumathi Devi, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer D.M.F.
Vijayakumari and other offi-
cials participated.

Officials’ Absence at PGRS Sparks Public Concern

Tiruvuru, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The absence of several de-
partment officials from the
Public Grievance Redressal
System (PGRS) programme
held at the Tiruvuru Tahsildar
Office on Monday drew criti-
cism from members of the pub-
lic, who expressed concern over
the delay in resolving their
grievances.

The weekly PGRS pro-
gramme is designed to provide
citizens with a direct platform
to submit petitions and seek so-
lutions to various public issues.
However, except for Tahsildar
D. Chandra Mouli, officials
from most departments failed
to attend the session, leaving
many petitioners
disappointed.

Residents who arrived to sub-

mit complaints and requests
said the absence of concerned
officials created uncertainty re-
garding the processing and res-
olution of their applications.
Several citizens questioned
how grievances could be ad-
dressed effectively when repre-
sentatives from key depart-
ments were not present to hear
and respond to public
concerns.

Participants noted that the
government had introduced the
PGRS initiative with the objec-
tive of bringing administration
closer to the people and ensur-
ing timely resolution of prob-
lems. They argued that the suc-
cess of the programme depends
on the active participation of
all departmental officials.

Citizens urged authorities to
ensure that officials attend fu-
ture PGRS sessions without fail

-

and take responsibility for ad-
dressing public issues prompt-
ly. They stressed that regular
participation by officials would
strengthen public confidence in
the grievance redressal mecha-
nism and help deliver better
services to the people.

The absence of officials has
now become a topic of discus-
sion among local residents, who
are seeking accountability and
improved coordination in the
implementation of the public
grievance programme.

Yoga Day Gelebrated with Enthusmsm at \IRSEG

Vijayawada, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

International Yoga Day was
celebrated with great enthusi-
asm at the grounds of Vela-
gapudi Ramakrishna Siddhar-
tha Engineering College
(VRSEC), Vijayawada, under
the joint auspices of Kaarunya
Helping Hands Foundation
and the VR Siddhartha Walk-
ers Association.

The event witnessed the par-
ticipation of nearly 300 walk-
ers, students, faculty members,
yoga practitioners, and fitness
enthusiasts who gathered ear-
ly in the morning to perform
yoga asanas and breathing ex-
ercises. The celebrations fol-
lowed three days of yoga train-
ing aimed at promoting
physical fitness, mental well-
being, and a healthy lifestyle.

Renowned Yoga Guru Prof.
Dr. Ramalingeswar conducted
the yoga sessions and high-

lighted the importance of yoga
in achieving harmony between
the body, mind, and spirit. He
encouraged participants to
adopt yoga as a daily practice
for better health and stress
management.1Speaking on the
occasion, Dr. Vijayraj G.,
Founder of Kaarunya Helping
Hands Foundation, empha-
sized the role of yoga in pre-
ventive healthcare and holistic
wellness. He stated that yoga
serves as an effective tool for
building a healthier and more
productive society.

The programme was attend-

ed by several dignitaries, in-
cluding VR Siddhartha Walk-
ers Association President
Yarlagadda Roopkumar, Secre-
tary Anam Venkateswara Rao,
Treasurer Manykonda Ven-
katesh, and Tadigadapa Mu-
nicipal Commissioner Nazir.
They appreciated the organiz-
ers for promoting health
awareness and community
participation.

The event concluded with
participants taking a pledge to
practice yoga regularly and
spread awareness about its
benefits among the public.

Muslim Leaders Seek Extension of SIR
Deadline, Meet Election Commissioner

Amaravati, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Representatives of the Mi-
nority Rights Protection Com-
mittee and Ahle Sunnat
Jamaat met the Election Com-
missioner in Amaravati on
Monday and submitted a repre-
sentation highlighting con-
cerns related to the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Addressing the media after
the meeting, Minority Rights
Protection Committee leader
Farooq Shubli and State Ahle
Sunnat Jamaat Convener, Sufi
cleric Altaf Baba, said appre-
hensions were growing among
sections of the Muslim com-
munity regarding the revision
process. They noted that fears
similar to those witnessed dur-
ing the NRC debate had resur-
faced and sought measures to
address public concerns.

The leaders expressed confi-
dence that no injustice would
occur under the leadership of
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu but pointed out prac-
tical difficulties being faced

U :
during the SIR process. They
raised concerns that eligible
voters who had migrated from
states such as Bihar, Gujarat,
and Kerala and settled in
Andhra Pradesh could face is-
sues with voter registration.

They also highlighted tech-
nical problems in online appli-
cations, including Aadhaar
and voter ID name mismatch-
es, which were reportedly lead-
ing to rejections. The delega-
tion alleged that Booth Level
Officers were unable to pro-
vide adequate assistance due
to other responsibilities and
requested stronger coordina-
tion with Booth Level Agents.

The leaders informed the
Election Commissioner that
awareness help desks had been
established in 65 constituen-
cies to assist citizens in filing
Forms 6 and 8. They further
urged authorities to extend the
one-month deadline, stating
that the current timeframe
was insufficient.

According to the delegation,
the Election Commissioner as-
sured them that there would be
no discrimination on religious
grounds and promised a com-
prehensive review of the is-
sues raised to ensure justice
and fairness in the electoral
revision process.
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Chief Secretary Sai Prasad
Stresses Public Trust

uayawaa une
Bureau

State Chief Secretary G. Sai
Prasad inspected the Public
Grievance Redressal System
(PGRS) programme held at the
Sri Pingali Venkayya Confer-
ence Hall in the District Collec-
torate on Monday, reviewing
grievance handling and ad-
ministrative processes.

Accompanied by CCLA G.
Jayalakshmi, the Chief Secre-
tary examined the receipt and
registration of petitions, on-
line forwarding systems, inter-
departmental coordination,
and monitoring mechanisms.
He issued written instructions
to officials for time-bound reso-

lution of grievances and
stressed that public satisfac-
tion must remain the core out-
come of governance.

Sai Prasad stated that public
trust is the true benchmark for
evaluating official perfor-
mance and emphasized that
speed, transparency, account-
ability and quality resolution
must go hand in hand. He not-
ed that timely disposal of
grievances strengthens confi-
dence in government systems.
He also expressed satisfaction
over the citizen-friendly at-
mosphere in which the PGRS
programme is being conduct-
ed, and appreciated District
Collector Dr. G. Lakshmisha
for the arrangements.

Krishna Collector Directs Swift
Resolution of Public Grlevances

Machilipatnam, June 22 |
TPN Bureau

Krishna District Collector
DK Balaji directed officials to
accord top priority to resolving
grievances of the public and
employees in a time-bound
manner.

On Monday at the Collector-
ate conference hall, the Collec-
tor—accompanied by Joint
Collector M. Naveen, Trainee
Collector Agarwal, In-charge
DRO Pothuraju and Avani-
gadda DSP Abhishek—first re-
ceived representations from
employees, followed by the
“Meekosam” public grievance
redressal programme. A total
of 6 petitions from employees
and 147 from the public were
received.

The Collector listened to
grievances and instructed con-
cerned officials to take imme-
diate steps for resolution. Sev-
eral petitions highlighted civic
and welfare issues, including
road widening demand in
Chilakalapudi, drainage prob-
lems in Gudivada mandal,
health concerns over toxic
mosquito-repellent products,
pension support for dialysis
patients, and release of DSC
2025 merit list with category-
wise cut-offs. A complaint was
also submitted regarding the
pending recovery of 3.18 crore
linked to unauthorized layouts
in Uyyuru mandal.

Later, the Collector stressed
the need for youth participa-

tion in the “Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan” and adminis-
tered a pledge for a drug-free
society. He also released a wall
poster on drug awareness.

He urged officials and staff
to support locally produced
“Amrutha Krishna” glass-bot-
tled drinking water and pro-
mote clean consumption
practices.

A suicide prevention aware-
ness poster released by the
Women and Child Welfare De-
partment was also unveiled,
with the Collector urging citi-
zens to seek help through hel-
pline 14416.

He instructed departments
to improve service delivery
standards and warned that un-
derperforming officials would
be reviewed at the district
headquarters from next week.

Officials including DRDA PD
Hariharanath, DPO Dhanalak-
shmi, ICDS PD MN Rani, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer Jy-
othi Mani, RWS SE
Somashekhar and others
participated.

YSRCP Leaders Pay Floral
Tributeto I)evmem Nehru

Vijayawada, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Leaders, party workers, and
admirers of the YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) paid rich trib-
utes to former minister
Devineni Nehru on the occa-
sion of his birth anniversary
in Vijayawada on Monday.

NTR District YSRCP Presi-
dent Devineni Avinash, son of
the late leader, garlanded
Nehru'’s statue at the Executive
Club and paid floral respects.
Several senior party leaders,
former public representatives,
division presidents, mandal
presidents, and party activists
participated in the commemo-
rative programme.

Speaking on the occasion,
Avinash recalled the services
rendered by Devineni Nehru
during his five terms as MLA
and his tenure as a minister.
He said Nehru dedicated his
life to addressing public issues
and worked tirelessly for the
development of Vijayawada
and the undivided Krishna
district.

Avinash noted that Nehru
stood firmly by the residents
of the hilly regions of the East
constituency and the people
living along the Krishnalanka
embankment, helping resolve
their problems. He said many

developmental and welfare ini-
tiatives were implemented dur-
ing Nehru’s political career,
particularly during the tenure
of former Chief Minister N.T.
Rama Rao.

He stated that those who had
worked with Nehru continue
to remember his commitment
to public service and leader-
ship qualities. Avinash ex-
pressed gratitude to YSRCP
President Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy for entrusting him with
the responsibility of NTR Dis-
trict President and reiterated
the party’s commitment to car-
rying forward Nehru’s ideals
and serving the poor and un-
derprivileged sections of
society.

Senior leaders Kadiyala Bu-
chibabu, Venkata Satyanaray-
ana, Bellam Durga, and others
participated in the
programme.
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Karamchadu Railway Gate to
Remain Closed for 15 Days

Chirala, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The Railway Department
has announced the temporary
closure of the Karanchadu
railway gate near Chirala for
15 days due to urgent track
maintenance works. Accord-
ing to officials, the gate will re-
main closed from June 23 to
July 7.

The decision has been taken
to carry out essential safety
and modernization works on
the railway track to ensure
smooth and secure train opera-
tions. Authorities stated that
the closure is necessary for the
completion of critical repair
activities within the scheduled
time frame.

Commuters and motorists
travelling via Karanchadu

route have been advised to use
alternative roads during the
maintenance period to avoid
inconvenience. Railway offi-
cials have urged the public to
plan their journeys according-
ly and cooperate with the tem-
porary restrictions.

The department assured that
all efforts are being made to
complete the works at the earli-
est and restore normal traffic
movement as soon as possible.

SP Pratap Shiva Kishore
Emphasizes Transparent and
Speedy Grievance Redressal

Eluru, June 22 | TPN Bureau

Eluru District SP K. Pratap
Shiva Kishore,, reiterated that
the police department’s core ob-
jective is the swift and transpar-
ent resolution of public griev-
ances. He conducted the Public
Grievance Redressal Programme
on Monday at the District Police
Headquarters conference hall
along with Additional SP (AR) G.
Muniraja.

The SP personally received pe-
titions from citizens who arrived
from various parts of the district
and listened to their issues. A to-
tal of 73 complaints were re-
ceived, mainly related to land
disputes, family issues, and fi-
nancial fraud cases. He assured
that each complaint would be in-
vestigated fairly under legal
provisions.

The programme was conduct-

SP Launches

ed in a fully digital, paperless for-
mat to ensure transparency. The
SP instructed officials through
video conference to complete in-
vestigations promptly and sub-
mit reports without delay.

He advised citizens to use
nearby police stations or sub-di-
visional offices for complaints
and also encouraged online reg-
istration via meekosam.ap.gov.
in. He further informed that
grievance status can be tracked
through the toll-free number
1100.

‘MEEKOSAM’

Programme

Prakasam District, June 22
| TPN Bureau

Prakasam District Superin-
tendent of Police V. Har-
shavardhan Raju, stated that
special emphasis is being laid
on the prompt resolution of
public grievances through the
“MEEKOSAM” programme
conducted in Darsi.

The SP said the initiative is
aimed at making policing
more accessible and citizen-
friendly by bringing the police
system closer to the public. He
noted that residents of Darsi
and nearby areas, especially
women and senior citizens,
benefited from the programme
as they were able to submit
complaints locally without
travelling long distances to the
district police headquarters in
Ongole.

He announced that the
“MEEKOSAM” programme
will be conducted on an alter-

nate weekly basis in all sub-
divisions across the district,
along with regular sessions at
the district police office. He as-
sured that each complaint re-
ceived under this initiative
will be given high priority,
thoroughly examined, and ad-
dressed through swift action.

The SP reiterated that deliv-
ering justice to the public re-
mains the core objective of the
police department. He assured
that the police will always re-
main accessible to citizens for
resolving their issues in a
transparent and timely
manner.

Bhagiratha Chemicals Donates
Cricket Kit to Journalists

Ongole, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

A cricket kit was presented
to members of the Prakasam
district journalist sports me-
dia fraternity with the support
of Bhagiratha Chemicals & In-
dustries Limited, under the
initiative of Managing Direc-
tor Lingamaneni
Venkataramaiah.

The initiative was aimed at
encouraging sports and physi-
cal fitness among journalists,
who often work under continu-
ous pressure in news gather-
ing and reporting. The man-
agement noted that
participation in sports helps
improve both physical and
mental well-being, offering a
healthy balance to their de-
manding professional
schedules.

The cricket kit was distrib-
uted by company representa-
tives on behalf of the Manag-
ing Director. Journalists from
print and electronic media
across the district received the

kit and expressed their grati-
tude for the gesture.

Media members thanked
Lingamaneni Venkataramaiah
and the company management
for supporting journalist wel-
fare and promoting sports ac-
tivities. They stated that such
initiatives not only encourage
healthy lifestyles but also
strengthen camaraderie
among media professionals.

They also appealed for more
such welfare-oriented pro-
grammes in the future to sup-
port journalists’ health, recre-
ation, and overall well-being.

REGIONAL

Prana Pratishtha of Veerabhadra
Swamy will be on June 24

Rajamahendravaram, June
22 | TPN Bureau

The cultural capital Rajama-
hendravaram is set to witness
a grand spiritual event at the
Gautami Ghat, where the new-
ly constructed Sri Bhadrakali
Sametha Veerabhadra Swamy
temple idol installation will be
held on June 24 in a highly aus-
picious manner.

Sri Dharmashastra Spiritual
Centre Chairperson Jakkam-
pudi Vijayalakshmi said in a
press meet that a single-stone
idol was brought from Mahab-
alipuram in Tamil Nadu for
the temple. She described Lord
Veerabhadra as the fierce form

of Lord Shiva, created from his
matted hair, who protects the
righteous and destroys evil.

The idol and temple pinnacle
installation will be performed
at 8:46 AM by Manam Veera
Venkata Satyanarayana Mur-
thy and Sunitha. The organis-
ers said traditional Veerabhad-
ra celebrations during
auspicious family occasions
are an age-old practice, and all
arrangements have been made
for daily rituals.

Temple builder Manam
Veera Venkata Satyanarayana
Murthy said the temple is the
fulfilment of his 10-year spir-
itual commitment. He ex-
pressed belief that performing

Veerabhadra Swamy Kalyan-
am brings early marriage pros-
pects for unmarried youth.
The divine Kalyanam Ma-
hotsavam will be held on June
25 at the Chamber of Com-
merce Hall, followed by a
grand Anna Samarapana. Sev-
eral devotees and dignitaries
attended the briefing.

Collector Promotes Green Mobility,
Travels to Office on Electric Vehicle

Chirala, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Bapatla District Collector Dr.
V. Vinod Kumar has earned
widespread appreciation after
travelling to the collectorate on
an electric vehicle while wear-
ing a helmet, sending a strong
message on environmental
protection and road safety.

The initiative reflects his
commitment to promoting eco-
friendly practices and reduc-
ing pollution through the use
of sustainable transport. By
opting for an electric vehicle
instead of conventional offi-
cial convoys, he highlighted
the importance of adopting
green mobility solutions in

daily life.

Officials stated that the ges-
ture is part of ongoing efforts
to encourage environmental
awareness and responsible civ-
ic behaviour across the dis-
trict. The collector also empha-
sized adherence to road safety
rules, particularly the manda-
tory use of helmets for two-
wheeler users.

District administration ini-
tiatives in recent times have
focused on reducing carbon
emissions, promoting energy
conservation, and encouraging
public participation in envi-
ronmental protection activi-
ties. The collector’s action is
being seen as a practical dem-
onstration of these goals.

Residents and officials have
welcomed the initiative, noting
that leadership by example
plays a crucial role in inspir-
ing behavioural change among
citizens, especially youth, to-
wards a cleaner and safer
environment.

Collector Calls for Timely
Resolution of PGRS Grievances

Eluru, June 22 | TPN Bureau

Eluru District Collector K.
Vetriselvi directed officials to
ensure that all grievances re-
ceived through the Public
Grievance Redressal System
(PGRS) are resolved within the
stipulated time frame, with a
focus on delivering quality so-
lutions and improving public
satisfaction.

A total of 307 petitions were
received during the PGRS and
Revenue Clinic conducted on
Monday at the Collectorate’s
Godavari Meeting Hall. The
Collector, along with Joint Col-

lector U.J. Abhishek Goud, In-
charge DRO L. Devaki Devi,
EluruRDO K. Lakshmiprasan-
na and SC Corporation ED M.
Mukkanti, received the
applications.

Reviewing the grievances,
the Collector instructed offi-
cials to examine each petition
carefully and conduct field-lev-
el verification before taking ac-
tion. She warned that negli-
gence in grievance redressal
would not be tolerated and
stressed strict accountability
from officials. She also empha-
sized timely coordination with
departments for speedy dispos-
al of cases. The petitions in-
cluded issues related to land
encroachments, housing site
disputes, and welfare schemes
such as Annadata Sukhibhava
and pension benefits, received
from various mandals includ-
ing Kamavarapukota, Chinta-
lapudi, Lingapalem, T. Nar-
sapuram, Pedavegi and
Musunuru.

During the programme, a

touching moment reflected the
human side of governance.
The Collector noticed an elder-
ly woman, Kondeti Venkata-
lakshmi from Unguturu man-
dal, struggling to approach the
dais amid the crowd. She im-
mediately stepped down and
personally interacted with her
to understand her grievances.
The petitioner requested as-
sistance for a rice card, tricycle
and housing support, stating
she was living in severe pov-
erty without proper shelter.
The Collector patiently lis-
tened and assured her that of-
ficials would examine her re-
quest and take necessary
action for speedy resolution.
The gesture drew apprecia-
tion from those present, high-
lighting a compassionate ap-
proach to grievance redressal.
The Collector reiterated that
improving citizen satisfaction
through transparent and re-
sponsive governance remains
the top priority of the
administration.

Brilliant Educatlon Mega Fair 2026 Inaugurated

Ongole, June 22 | TPN Bureau

Aimed at guiding students on
higher education opportunities
after Intermediate, the Brilliant
Education Mega Fair 2026 was in-
augurated at A1 Convention Cen-
tre, Ongole. The event showcased
various universities and institu-
tions offering domestic and inter-
national courses along with job-
oriented programs.

Addressing the gathering, On-
gole MLA Damacharla Janardha-
na Rao said such fairs are highly
beneficial for students to under-
stand available courses, career op-
tions, and employment opportuni-
ties. He appreciated Brilliant
Computer Education for organiz-
ing the event and encouraged stu-
dents to make full use of the plat-

form. He also advised students to
strengthen communication skills
along with academic performance
to achieve higher goals.MP Ma-
gunta Srinivasulu Reddy also at-
tended and stated that the pro-
gram is highly useful for students
to shape their future in the right
direction. Retired DGP K.R.M.
Kishore Kumar highlighted that

decisions after Intermediate play
acrucial role in life and such fairs
help students choose wisely.

The event included a lucky
draw for laptops and felicitation
of students who scored above 950
marks, awarding gold medals and
merit certificates. Around 2,000
students and representatives from
25 universities participated.

13 Bikes Recovered as Serial Bike Thief Arrested

Srikakulam, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

Police in Srikakulam dis-
trict arrested accused
Nathamiri Raghunathan for
allegedly stealing 13 motorcy-
cles from various police sta-
tion limits and recovered all
the stolen vehicles.

According to police, the ac-
cused, an Intermediate drop-
out who later worked as a
welder, developed bad habits
and started committing bike

thefts across multiple areas for
money. Several theft cases
were reported from Palasa,
Narsannapeta, Amadalavala-
sa, Visakhapatnam, and Vizi-
anagaram districts, prompting
police to intensify
surveillance.

During a special operation,
police caught him red-handed
while attempting a theft in the
Palasa area. Investigations re-
vealed his involvement in sim-
ilar offences in Odisha’s Jara-
da police station limits as well.

Officials said the accused
was earlier involved in 18 theft
cases and was arrested on Sep-
tember 29, 2024, in Parlakhe-
mundi, after which he was
lodged in Visakhapatnam Cen-
tral Jail and released on Janu-
ary 8, 2026. Soon after release,
he allegedly resumed planning
thefts.

Crime Additional SP Srini-
vasa Rao informed the media
that the accused will be pro-
duced before the court tomor-
row for further proceedings.
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Cherukupalli Shilambam Students
Shine at International Championship

Cherukupalli, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

The traditional Indian martial
art “Shilambam” has once again
made its mark on the interna-
tional stage as students from Jai
Hanuman Sports Academy in
Cherukupalli, Bapatla district,
delivered an outstanding perfor-
mance at the 7th International
Shilambam Championship held
in Salem, Tamil Nadu.

Competing against partici-
pants from several countries, the
academy students secured a rich
haul of medals. B. Chaitanya
and B. Hasit won gold medals
with impressive performances,
while J. Chanakya, M. Jyothir-
mayi, and B. Greeshma Sri
bagged silver medals. In addi-
tion, B. Bhavya Sri, B. Pooja Pra-
navi, Ashrita, and six other stu-
dents together secured bronze
medals, making the academy a
standout performer in the
tournament.

th INTERNATIONAL
SILAMBAM
CHAMPIONSHIP-2026

Coach Nancharayya said the
students were given rigorous
training to promote Shilambam
at the international level. He
credited the achievement to the
dedication of students and en-
couragement from parents, add-
ing that more international med-
als will be targeted in the
future.

The achievement has been
widely appreciated by local dig-
nitaries, who congratulated the
winners and the coach for bring-
ing recognition to the region
through traditional martial arts.

Chintamaneni Prabhakar
Reviews Public Grlevances

Eluru, June 22 | TPN Bureau

Denduluru MLA Chinta-
maneni Prabhakar has reiter-
ated that the prompt resolution
of public issues is his primary
objective. As part of his daily
“Praja Darbar” programme, he
received petitions from people
of several villages at the Dug-
girala camp office on Monday
morning.

The MLA directed con-
cerned department officials to
take immediate action on the
grievances submitted and en-
sure timely solutions. He em-
phasized that the initiative is
aimed at improving accessibil-
ity and delivering quick ad-
ministrative responses to pub-
lic needs.

On the occasion, leaders of

the coalition, officials from
various departments, and
members of the public met the
MLA and presented invitation
letters and bouquets as a mark
of respect. The programme
witnessed active participation
from local residents, who high-
lighted their concerns and
sought swift intervention from
the administration.

MLA Badeti Chanti Reviews
Public Grievances

Eluru, June 22 | TPN Bureau

Eluru MLA and District Tel-
ugu Desam Party President
Badeti Chanti reiterated that
public welfare remains the pri-
mary focus of the coalition
government, with special em-
phasis on resolving people’s is-
sues effectively and without
delay.

At his camp office in Eluru
on Monday, he met visitors and
received petitions from citi-
zens representing various sec-
tions of society. He interacted
with them in detail, under-
stood their grievances, and as-
sured timely support and reso-
lution. He told the petitioners
that he would personally moni-
tor their issues until they are
resolved.

The MLA instructed con-
cerned officials over the phone
and during the meeting to take
immediate steps to address the
problems brought to his notice.

=L

He said efforts are underway to
prepare a structured action
plan aimed at providing long-
term and permanent solutions
to constituency-level issues
rather than temporary relief
measures.

Badeti Chanti stated that
continuous public interaction
is helping identify key develop-
mental gaps and improve gov-
ernance delivery at the grass-
roots level. He reaffirmed that
equal priority is being given to
welfare and development
activities.

Local leaders and party
workers participated in the
programme.

Road Safety Drive Highlights
Importance of Helmet llsage

Repalle, June 22 | TPN
Bureau

A large-scale helmet aware-
ness rally was conducted in Re-
palle town as part of the “Shiro
Raksha - Prana Raksha” road
safety campaign, emphasizing
the critical importance of hel-
met usage for two-wheeler
riders.

Around 100 police personnel
participated in the rally by
wearing helmets and riding
motorcycles, sending a strong
message on road safety. The
rally began at Ankamma Chet-
tu Centre and passed through
key locations including Ring
Road, Anna Canteen, Sonovi-
sion, Rajyalakshmi Theatre,
Nehru Bomma, and Taluka
Centre before concluding at
the Repalle Town Police
Station.

Officials highlighted that the
main objective of the pro-
gramme is to reduce road ac-
cident fatalities by ensuring
that every rider wears a hel-
met. They noted that a majori-
ty of deaths in two-wheeler ac-
cidents are caused due to

severe head injuries, which
can be prevented through prop-
er helmet usage.

Public awareness was also
emphasized, with appeals
made to citizens to treat helmet
usage as a personal responsi-
bility rather than a rule en-
forced through penalties. The
importance of protecting one’s
life for the well-being of family
members was strongly
underlined.

Police officials and staff
from the subdivision partici-
pated in the programme.
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Editorial

Who Will Carry the
Burden of Tomorrow'’s
Borrowing?

State finances in India are entering a phase where
borrowing is no longer a policy tool but a structural
dependence. Across southern states, debt has risen to
several lakh crore rupees each, raising a critical ques-
tion: how long can welfare expansion and disaster-re-
lated expenditure be sustained through continuous
borrowing?

Tamil Nadu’s debt is estimated at 7-10 lakh crore,
Karnataka’s at 6-7 lakh crore, Kerala’s above 5 lakh
crore with one of the highest debt-to-GSDP ratios,
while Andhra Pradesh and Telangana each carry over
4 lakh crore. Recent national assessments indicate that
states collectively hold liabilities exceeding 75 lakh
crore, reflecting sustained fiscal pressure.

The Comptroller and Auditor General’s State Financ-
es 2024-25 report notes that the combined liabilities of
28 states rose to 90.51 trillion in 2024-25. It also high-
lights that 18 states breached the 15th Finance Commis-
sion’s fiscal deficit ceiling of 3% of GSDP, underscor-
ing weakening fiscal discipline. The Reserve Bank of
India has similarly flagged rising revenue expendi-
ture—especially subsidies and transfers—as a con-
straint on capital investment.

This is where the debate shifts from welfare to sus-
tainability. Free bus travel for women, cash transfers,
farm loan waivers, subsidised power, and housing sup-
port schemes have become central to state politics.
While individually defensible, together they create
rigid expenditure commitments that are difficult to un-
wind. Competitive populism has turned welfare an-
nouncements into electoral currency rather than poli-
cy design.

At the same time, disaster-related spending is rising,
with floods, cyclones, drought relief, and rehabilitation
becoming recurring fiscal burdens. Yet most states re-
main reactive, rather than investing in long-term
resilience.

The two Telugu states reflect this contradiction.
Andhra Pradesh continues to balance large welfare
commitments with revenue stress, while Telangana is
recalibrating spending amid rising debt obligations.

The core issue is not welfare itself but its financing
model—whether states are building long-term capacity
in education, health, infrastructure, and climate resil-
ience, or expanding consumption-led expenditure fund-
ed by debt.

Ultimately, borrowing today is not free; it is a de-
ferred burden carried by future taxpayers.

Editor

A Reader’s Reflection on
Natarajan’s Literary

K. S. Anantha
Charya

The Mahabharata is not a
5,000-year-old epic; it is a dai-
ly reality. Brothers dispute
property. Ideologies clash be-
tween father and daughter. A
woman’s dignity is gambled
in the casual words of family
members. These are not meta-
phors. They are newsprint.

By drawing parallels be-
tween epic characters and
modern actors, she makes the
classics urgent again. Litera-
ture becomes a tool for social
introspection, not just aes-
thetic pleasure.

Indian political writing has
long been male, macro, and
policy-driven. Natarajan

(Response to True Point
Article by Varala Anand)

Anand sir, congrats. A
great work is being done by
you, sir.

Political power is transient.
Elections are won and lost,
terms end, and names fade
from government letterheads.
But literature endures. A sin-
gle line written with honesty
can outlive a hundred speech-
es delivered from power. This
truth is visible in the legacy
of P.V. Narasimha Rao, the po-
etry of Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
and now, in the writings of
Meenakshi Natara-
jan. To see her only as
a politician is to miss
the deeper voice—
that of a chronicler, a
thinker, and a literary;
mind.

As Anand Sir right-
ly noted, “Political
power may come and
go, but your litera-
ture will spread
across generations.”
That statement is not
flattery. It is a histori-
cal pattern.

Great literature
does not list dates; it revives
pain. Meenakshi Natarajan’s
treatment of 1857 is a case in
point. The First War of Inde-
pendence is often reduced to
textbooks and names—Man-
gal Pandey, Rani Lakshmibai,
Bahadur Shah Zafar.

By detailing 1857
“k lankashamga”—with thor-
oughness—she shifts history
from the battlefield to the
courtyard. She reminds us
that every revolution begins
at the hearth, not just in the
cantonment. This is history
with a heartbeat.

Prati Inti Kurukshetram:

Her most striking contribu-
tion is the concept of Prati
Inti Kurukshetram—“A Ku-
rukshetra in Every Home.”

brings a woman’s drushti—
perspective. Where male writ-
ers see budgets, she sees the
mother who budgets a family
meal. Where others debate
laws, she examines the law
that operates inside a kitch-
en: who eats first, who eats
last.

This does not make her
work “soft.” It makes it com-
plete. A nation cannot be un-
derstood without understand-
ing its homes. Prati Inti
Kurukshetram is therefore
not domestic fiction. It is po-
litical theory written in the
language of relationships.

India has a rare tradition
of s hit v ttala r jak ya par-
ampara—ypoliticians who are
also men and women of let-

Meenakshi Natarajan: Not Just a Politician,
but a Student of History and Literature

ot

Chennu Peddiraju

Quantum & Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) innovation marks a
significant milestone in tech-
nology. Across the world, tech-
nologies such as Artificial In-
telligence (AI) and Quantum
Computing are ushering in rev-
olutionary changes in indus-
tries, governance, education,
healthcare, and agriculture.
Globally, the United States and
China are at the forefront of Al
and quantum technology. The
United States leads through its
strong research ecosystem, in-
vestments, and technology
companies, while China is rap-
idly advancing Al and quantum
communication systems with
extensive government support.
The United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany, Japan, South Korea,
Singapore, France, and India
are also emerging rapidly in
these fields. In short, these are
widely regarded as the world's
top ten countries in AI and
quantum innovation.

Singapore, in particular, has
become a model for other na-
tions through its effective col-
laboration among government,
industry, and universities. Ac-
cording to experts, the success
of these countries is driven not
merely by technology itself, but
by their ability to develop high-
ly skilled human resources. An-
other noteworthy aspect is that
India is among these leading
nations, reflecting its growing
capabilities in advanced tech-
nologies. One of the major chal-
lenges facing today's youth is
unemployment. Despite pos-
sessing degrees and higher edu-

Meenakshi
Voice

ters. Meenakshi Natarajan
belongs to this lineage of P.V.
and A.B. Vajpayee. Her prose
carries policy insight, but her
soul is literary. She writes not
to win votes, but to win
empathy.

To place her “next after P.V.
and Vajpayee” is therefore
not exaggeration. It is recog-
nition that when a public
servant writes honestly, she
serves twice—once in office,
once on paper.

A book by a politician faces
a natural bias. Readers as-
sume propaganda. Critics as-
sume ghost-writing.

Anand Sir’s s hitya vivecha-
na—literary discernment—
did something vital: He sepa-
rated the author from the
office. He read Meenakshi Na-
tarajan not as “Congress lead-
er,” but as “writer.” By doing
S0, he gave literature the dig-
nity of being
judged on merit,
not on party
symbol.

Sir your line—
“Your literature
will spread
across genera-
tions”—is the
highest valida-
tion. Awards
rust. Reviews
fade. But to be
told that your
words will raise
questions in a
child yet unborn
is immortality.

Defeat in an election is a
footnote. But a defeat in lit-
erature—when no one reads
you after you're gone—is the
real loss.Meenakshi Natara-
jan’s work ensures she will
not face that defeat. Prati Inti
Kurukshetram will be read
when today’s manifestos are
archival waste. The 1857 she
described will be remem-
bered when today’s headlines
are forgotten.So, vandanam
to Natarajan gaaru’s litera-
ture. Abhinandanalu to
Anand Sir for his vision. And
respect to every reader who
chooses to see the writer be-
yond the neta.Because the
throne is temporary. The
thought is permanent.

OPINION

LTI

Sr Journalist

cational qualifications, many
young people struggle to find
suitable job opportunities. Un-
der such circumstances, the es-
tablishment of a Quantum & Al
Innovation Center may initially
create anxiety among youth
about the future of employ-
ment. However, it is equally
true that Quantum and Artifi-
cial Intelligence innovation can
emerge as a new beacon of hope
for the younger generation,
opening doors to future-ready
skills, new career opportuni-
ties, and technological
advancement.

One of the major challenges
facing today's youth is unem-
ployment. Despite possessing
degrees and higher educational
qualifications, many young
people struggle to find suitable
employment opportunities. Un-
der such circumstances, the es-
tablishment of a Quantum & Al
Innovation Center may initially
create concerns among youth
about the future of jobs. How-
ever, it is equally true that
Quantum and Al innovations
can emerge as a new beacon of
hope for the younger genera-
tion. The center can provide
young people with opportuni-
ties to receive training in ad-
vanced fields such as data ana-
lytics, machine learning,
cybersecurity, cloud comput-
ing, robotics, and quantum
technology, alongside conven-
tional education. As the future
job market evolves, young peo-
ple will need to continuously
upgrade their skills to meet
emerging demands. Although
concerns are often raised that

.

Al will eliminate jobs, it is im-
portant to remember that it will
also create substantial demand
for entirely new categories of
employment. Professions such
as data scientists, Al engineers,
software developers, cybersecu-
rity specialists, quantum re-
searchers, and digital transfor-
mation consultants are
expected to gain even greater
prominence in the coming
years. Through training offered
by such centers, youth can ac-
cess employment opportunities
at both national and interna-
tional levels.

In addition, the center can
serve as a platform for startups.
Today, many young innovators
possess promising ideas but
lack the guidance, infrastruc-
ture, and investment needed to
transform those ideas into real-
ity. If the innovation center
functions as an incubation hub,
it can facilitate the emergence
of new startups and generate
additional employment oppor-
tunities. The social impact of
these technologies can also be
far-reaching. In agriculture, Al
can assist farmers through
crop-yield forecasting, weather
prediction, and water manage-
ment planning. In healthcare, it
can accelerate disease diagno-
sis and improve treatment out-
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Al: Laying the Foundation Today for
Tomorrow’s Job Market

comes. In education, Al can pro-
vide personalized learning
experiences tailored to individ-
ual student needs. In govern-
ance, it can improve the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of
public service delivery.
However, these benefits are
accompanied by several
challenges.

First, increasing automation
may lead to the disappearance
of certain traditional jobs.
Workers engaged in repetitive
tasks may face difficulties
adapting to future workplace
requirements. Therefore, tech-
nological advancement must be
accompanied by reskilling and
upskilling initiatives to help
people remain relevant in the
evolving job market. Second,
there is the issue of the digital
divide. Students from urban ar-
eas and those with access to
quality education may find it
easier to benefit from this tech-
nological revolution. However,
rural populations and economi-
cally disadvantaged groups
may risk being left behind. Gov-
ernments must therefore en-
sure equitable access to oppor-
tunities and digital resources.
At the same time, Al raises im-
portant questions regarding
privacy, data security, ethical

Where Monsters Trul

ot T

Sudha Murali

Every time a child is subject-
ed to sexual violence and brutal
murder, society recoils in hor-
ror. Candlelight vigils are held,
slogans demanding justice echo
across streets, and calls for
harsher punishments grow
louder. Yet, beneath this famil-
iar cycle of outrage and grief
lies an uncomfortable truth: we
rarely confront the deeper roots
of such crimes. Instead of ask-
ing what truly shapes the minds
of perpetrators, we retreat into
convenient explanations— mo-
mentary impulse, uncontrolla-
ble desire, or a fit of rage—
without probing the disturbing
psychological realities
beneath.

Such labels are not only inad-
equate; they are misleading.
The scale of cruelty involved in
these crimes defies the notion
of a fleeting lapse. When an in-
dividual can witness a child’s
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terror, hear their cries, and still
persist in unspeakable vio-
lence, it is no longer about im-
pulse—it is about a deeply em-
bedded brutality. What kind of
mind suppresses empathy so
completely? What drives a per-
son to destroy innocence and
then, in fear of exposure, esca-
late that violence into calculat-
ed murder? These are not acts
of sudden weakness; they are
manifestations of a long-nur-
tured moral decay.At its core,
this violence reflects a chilling
psychological process—dehu-
manization. The victim ceases
to be seen as a person with
rights, emotions, and dignity,
and is instead reduced to an ob-
ject. In that moment, humanity
itself collapses. The perpetra-
tor’s desires outweigh a child’s
suffering; self-preservation
overrides the value of life. This
is not merely criminality—it is

a profound failure of empathy
and conscience.

The most unsettling reality,
however, is that such individu-
als are not easily identifiable.
They do not resemble the mon-
sters we imagine. They are not
marked by visible signs of cru-
elty. They exist within our fami-
lies, neighborhoods, and work-
places—often as trusted, even
respected, members of society.
Their public personas conceal
inner distortions, leaving us
shocked in the aftermath, re-
peating the same refrain: “We
never imagined he was capable
of this.”This raises deeply trou-
bling questions. How well do we
truly know the people around
us? Are we mistaking appear-
ances for character? Are we
overlooking subtle signs of
emotional detachment, aggres-
sion, or moral indifference?
The fear today is not just of
crime, but of hidden dark-
ness—of the unknown that ex-
ists behind familiar faces. Our
inability to recognize it early
reflects not only individual fail-
ure, but a collective blind spot.

Sexual violence against chil-

standards, and transparency.
As quantum computing ad-
vances, it may also pose chal-
lenges to existing cybersecurity
systems. Hence, technological
progress must be supported by
appropriate regulatory frame-
works and governance
mechanisms.

From a long-term perspec-
tive, the Quantum & AI Innova-
tion Center has the potential to
become a focal point for region-
al economic development, in-
vestment attraction, research,
and innovation. Institutions of
this nature will play a crucial
role in ensuring competitive-
ness in the global technology
race. By creating a highly
skilled workforce, India can
strengthen its position in the
global knowledge economy and
capitalize on emerging oppor-
tunities. However, no matter
how rapidly technology evolves,
society must develop the capac-
ity to adapt to it. Educational
systems must evolve, industries
must prioritize continuous
learning, and governments
must formulate balanced poli-
cies. Only then can the intend-
ed objectives of such initiatives
be fully realized. Overall, the
Quantum & AI Innovation
Center is far more than a tech-
nological institution. It is a fu-
ture-building platform that can
provide youth with skills, em-
ployment opportunities, and
entrepreneurial prospects. If
implemented with a focus on
equal opportunity, ethical val-
ues, and inclusive development,
it can serve not only as a cata-
lyst for economic growth but
also as a driver of social trans-
formation. In this context, both
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
have begun taking proactive
measures to transform their
states into technology hubs.

((What is the Goal of the Tel-
ugu States? ... Continued in
Part 2))

Dwell

dren, therefore, cannot be re-
duced to alegal issue alone. It is
a social, moral, and psychologi-
cal crisis—one that strikes at
the very foundation of civiliza-
tion. Childhood is a time when
trust in the world begins to take
shape. When that trust is shat-
tered by the very people meant
to protect, the damage is not
confined to the individual—it
ripples through families and
corrodes the moral fabric of so-
ciety. These crimes do more
than harm the body; they frac-
ture the ability to trust, to feel
safe, to believe in human good-
ness. They leave behind a soci-
ety gripped by suspicion, where
faith in relationships weakens
and fear takes root. In confront-
ing such realities, we are forced
to question not only the nature
of evil, but the depth of our
own awareness.The search,
then, is not merely for justice,
but for understanding. Where
do monsters truly dwell? Not in
distant shadows, but disturb-
ingly close—within the ordi-
nary, the familiar, and the un-
seen corners of the human
mind.
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A devastating fire that erupt-
ed in a three-storey commer-
cial building in a residential
area of Lucknow on Monday
afternoon claimed the lives of
atleast 15 people, most of them
believed to be students, while
seven others sustained inju-
ries. The tragedy has sent
shockwaves across Uttar
Pradesh and triggered a mas-
sive rescue operation involv-
ing multiple emergency
agencies.

According to officials at
King George's Medical Univer-
sity (KGMU) Trauma Centre,
around 21 to 22 students were
brought to the hospital follow-
ing the incident. Medical Su-

perintendent Dr. Anil Agrawal
confirmed that 15 victims were
brought dead, while several in-
jured students are receiving
treatment. Two students suf-
fered serious back injuries af-
ter jumping from the building
in an attempt to escape the
flames.

The fire broke out in a com-
mercial building reportedly
housing an animation and
coaching centre on the upper
floors, while a pet-related es-
tablishment operated on the
ground floor. Thick smoke rap-
idly engulfed the structure,
trapping many occupants in-
side. Eyewitnesses reported
seeing students leaping from

windows and balconies as pan-
ic spread through the
building.

Rescue teams from the Fire
Department, Police, National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF), and Civil
Defence rushed to the scene.
Firefighters used ladders and
accessed the building through
adjacent structures after dense
smoke made entry difficult.
Rescue personnel conducted
extensive searches of class-
rooms, offices, washrooms,
and other sections of the
building.

Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak, who visited

OdishaTransfers Rayagada Mob Assault
Probe to Special Unit; 23 Arrested

The Odisha Police have
transferred the investigation
into the shocking mob assault
of a young woman and her
male companion in Rayagada
district to the Integrated Unit
for Crime Against Women (IU-
CAW), underscoring the seri-
ousness of the incident. Au-
thorities have so far arrested
23 people in connection with
the attack, which was trig-
gered by rumours that the vic-
tims were child kidnappers.

Additional Director General
of Police S. Shyni, who heads
the Crime Against Women and
Children Wing, announced
that the case has been classi-
fied as a “Red Flag” investiga-
tion and will be closely moni-
tored by the specialized unit.
She stated that the transfer
aims to ensure a comprehen-
sive, impartial, and speedy
probe into the incident.

The assault took place on
June 16 when the victims, trav-
elling on a scooter from Dar-

ingbadi to Kalahandi, report-
edly lost their way and entered
Intaliguda village in Rayagada
district. Rumours quickly
spread among villagers that
the pair were involved in child
kidnapping activities. A mob
allegedly chased them, causing
their scooter to skid before
they were physically attacked.

Police said the victims were
eventually rescued by local res-
idents who intervened and pre-
vented further violence. Both
sustained injuries and were
initially treated at a commu-
nity health centre before being
shifted to the district head-
quarters hospital in Rayagada.
Officials confirmed that they
have since recovered and been
discharged.

ADG Shyni praised the vil-
lagers who helped rescue the
victims and reiterated that
strict action would be taken
against all those found respon-
sible. She also assured full sup-
port to the woman victim, who

is reportedly not a resident of
Odisha.

The police have registered
three separate cases and
launched an extensive investi-
gation with assistance from
the Crime Branch. Following
intensified police raids, many
adult men from Intaliguda vil-
lage are reported to have fled,
leaving large parts of the vil-
lage deserted.

The incident has once again
highlighted the dangers of
mob justice and misinforma-
tion. Police appealed to the
public not to take the law into
their own hands and urged citi-
zens to reportsuspicious activ-
ities directly to law enforce-
ment agencies rather than
acting on rumours.

Authorities have empha-
sized that maintaining law and
order remains a top priority
and vowed to ensure justice for
the victims while preventing
similar incidents in the
future.

Six ShivSena (UBT) MPs
Join Shinde Camp

Mumbai witnessed a signifi-
cant political development on
Monday as six Lok Sabha
members of the Shiv Sena
(UBT) formally joined the rul-
ing Shiv Sena led by Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde, deepening
the split within the faction
headed by Uddhav Thackeray.

The induction took place at
a party event attended by Shin-
de and senior Shiv Sena lead-
ers, just five days after the re-
bel MPs skipped a crucial
parliamentary party meeting
convened by the Shiv Sena
(UBT) in New Delhi. Only
three MPs attended that meet-
ing, fuelling speculation about
an impending split.

The six MPs who switched
allegiance are Sanjay Desh-
mukh, Sanjay Jadhav, Sanjay
Dina Patil, Nagesh Patil-Ashti-
kar, Omprakash Rajenim-
balkar and Bhausaheb
Wakchaure. All six had won
their seats in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections, defeating candi-
dates from the BJP-Shiv Sena
alliance.

The development is a major
setback for the Shiv Sena
(UBT), which had secured nine
Lok Sabha seats in Maharash-
tra in the 2024 general elec-
tions. With six MPs crossing
over, the party's parliamentary

strength has been significant-
ly reduced.

Addressing the gathering,
Shinde described the move as
a return to the “original Shiv
Sena” founded on the ideals of
the late Bal Thackeray. He said
the MPs had chosen to join a
party that continues to follow
Balasaheb Thackeray’s vision
and principles.

Drawing a parallel with his
2022 rebellion that split the un-
divided Shiv Sena, Shinde re-
marked that the latest develop-
ment represented the “second
stage” of the party’s expan-
sion. Referring to the six MPs
who joined his camp, he said

he had “hit a sixer,” highlight-
ing the numerical significance
of the defections.

Shinde also declared the suc-
cess of what he termed “Op-
eration Tiger,” claiming that
the political realignment fur-
ther strengthened his faction’s
position in Maharashtra
politics.

The latest defections are ex-
pected to intensify the politi-
cal battle between the Shinde-
led Shiv Sena and the Uddhav
Thackeray camp ahead of up-
coming electoral contests,
while also reshaping opposi-
tion dynamics in
Maharashtra.

INDIA

the site, said authorities were
focused on ensuring that any-
one trapped inside was res-
cued safely. He noted that hos-
pitals, ambulances, and
emergency medical teams had
been placed on high alert.

The blaze also affected ani-
mals housed within the build-
ing. Rescue workers recovered
several animal bodies during
the operation, highlighting the
broader impact of the
disaster.

Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath expressed deep sorrow
over the loss of lives and di-
rected officials to provide the
best possible treatment to the
injured and all necessary sup-

port to affected families.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also conveyed his condo-
lences and announced an ex
gratia of 2 lakh from the
Prime Minister's National Re-
lief Fund for the next of kin of
each deceased victim, while in-
jured persons will receive
50,000.

Authorities have launched
an investigation to determine
the exact cause of the fire, with
preliminary reports suggest-
ing a possible electrical spark.
The incident has once again
raised concerns about fire safe-
ty compliance in educational
and commercial
establishments.
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Deadly Lucknow Coaching Centre Fire Claims 15 Lives, Several Injured

LDF Walks Out of I(eraIaAssemny Over

Health Department Funtlonlng

The Kerala Assembly wit-
nessed sharp exchanges be-
tween the ruling United
Democratic Front (UDF) and
the opposition Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) on Mon-
day over the functioning of
the Health Department amid
growing concerns about
communicable diseases in
the state. The opposition
staged a walkout after the
Speaker rejected its demand
for an adjournment motion.

The motion was moved by
CPI(M) MLA and former
minister P. A. Mohammed Ri-
yas, who alleged that Kerala's
widely acclaimed healthcare
system was showing signs of
decline under the Congress-
led government. He ex-
pressed concern over report-
ed cases of diseases such as
Nipah virus, West Nile fever,
amoebic meningoencephali-
tis and monkey fever, claim-
ing that the government had
failed to ensure proper coor-
dination within the health
sector.Leader of the Opposi-
tion Pinarayi Vijayan ac-
cused the government of al-
lowing grassroots
disease-prevention activities
to weaken and alleged that
extensive transfers within
the department had disrupt-
ed public health services. He
maintained that preventive
measures had been taken
during the previous adminis-

tration and rejected allega-
tions of negligence.
Responding to the criti-
cism, Health Minister K. Mu-
raleedharan strongly defend-
ed the government's
performance. He stated that
only one Nipah case had been
reported in the state and em-
phasized that there was no
confirmed Ebola case any-
where in India. The minister
said medicines required for
Nipah treatment were pro-
cured from abroad within 24
hours and asserted that effec-
tive coordination existed

among health authorities.

Muraleedharan also said
the government's focus was
on preventing disease out-
breaks through vigilance,
public participation and
joint inspections by health
and food safety departments.
He assured the House that
vacancies in the health sec-
tor would be filled soon and
dismissed claims that the
state faced a public health
crisis.

After hearing the argu-
ments, Speaker Thiruvan-
choor Radhakrishnan denied

permission for the adjourn-
ment motion, stating that the
matter did not warrant sus-
pending House business. In

protest, LDF members
walked out of the Assembly;,
accusing the government of
failing to address serious
public health concerns.

The debate highlighted the
political tensions surround-
ing healthcare management
in Kerala, particularly dur-
ing the monsoon season
when the risk of communica-
ble diseases typically
increases.

Sewage Water Cannon Row
Sparks Uproar in KeralaAssembly

A fresh political controver-
sy erupted in the Kerala As-
sembly after Leader of the Op-
position Pinarayi Vijayan
alleged that police used con-
taminated water in water can-
nons to disperse protesters
marching towards the Assem-
bly against the PM SHRI edu-
cation scheme. The allegation
triggered heated exchanges
between the opposition and
the government, prompting
authorities to order a scien-
tific examination of the water
used during the protest.

Raising the issue in the As-
sembly on Monday, Vijayan
claimed that activists of the
AISF and AIYFE, who staged a
protest march to the legisla-
ture, were sprayed with con-
taminated water rather than
clean water. To support his al-
legation, he reportedly dis-
played a bottle containing the
water in the House and ex-
pressed concern over its po-
tential health implications.

Vijayan argued that the mat-
ter was particularly serious at
a time when Kerala was al-
ready facing concerns related
to communicable diseases. He
alleged that the water used
could pose health risks and
even contribute to diseases
such as amoebic meningoen-
cephalitis. Questioning the
necessity of using such water,
he said ordinary water could
have been used and urged the
government to treat the mat-
ter with utmost seriousness.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala defended the po-
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lice action, stating that water
cannons are routinely used
when protesters attempt to
breach police barricades. He
pointed out that such crowd-
control measures have been
employed by successive gov-
ernments and are not unusual
in Kerala.

However, the minister ac-
knowledged concerns regard-
ing the quality of the water.
He stated that the water used
in police tankers is sourced
from the Kerala Water Author-
ity and said preliminary in-

structions had already been
issued to investigate the alle-
gation. According to Chen-
nithala, samples of the water
have been sent to a laboratory
for testing, and the findings
will be presented before the
Assembly once the analysis is
completed.

The controversy stems from
a protest organized by AISF
and AIYF activists demanding
the withdrawal of the PM
SHRI scheme. As protesters at-
tempted to advance toward the
Assembly premises, police in-

tervened with water cannons
to disperse the crowd.

The incident has now shift-
ed from a law-and-order issue
to a public health and political
debate, with opposition par-
ties demanding accountability
and clarity regarding the
source and quality of the wa-
ter used during the protest.
The laboratory report is ex-
pected to play a crucial role in
determining the validity of
the allegations and the gov-
ernment's next course of
action.
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Jaishankar Reviews Strateglc Partnership with Mongolia

India and Mongolia reaf-
firmed their commitment to
strengthening bilateral ties as
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held high-level dis-
cussions with Mongolian lead-
ers during his visit to Ulaan-
baatar on Monday. The talks
focused on expanding coopera-
tion across development pro-
jects, security, culture, educa-
tion, mining, clean energy, and
multilateral engagement.

Jaishankar's visit marks the
first leg of his two-nation dip-
lomatic tour and reflects In-
dia's continued efforts to deep-
en relations with key partners
in Asia. During his meeting
with Mongolian Foreign Min-
ister Battsetseg Batmunkh,
both sides reviewed the pro-
gress achieved under the In-
dia-Mongolia Strategic Part-
nership and explored new
opportunities for
collaboration.

The discussions covered a
wide range of sectors, includ-
ing capacity building, cultural
exchanges, educational coop-
eration, and security partner-

ships. Particular emphasis
was placed on emerging areas
such as mining, clean energy,
and agricultural processing,
which are expected to play an
important role in future eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two countries.

Jaishankar described the re-
lationship as one rooted in
both strategic interests and
deep cultural bonds. He reiter-
ated India's commitment to
supporting Mongolia as a
trusted partner and referred to
the country as India's "third
neighbour" and a significant
spiritual ally.

The External Affairs Minis-
ter also called on Mongolian
President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa
and conveyed greetings from
President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. During the meeting,
both leaders reviewed the mo-
mentum generated by Presi-
dent Ukhnaa's visit to India
last year and discussed ways to
further strengthen coopera-
tion across multiple sectors.

A significant aspect of the
visit was the emphasis on cul-
tural and spiritual ties be-
tween the two nations. Jais-
hankar met Khamba Nomun

Khan Geshe Lharampa D.
Javzandorj, Chief Abbot of
Mongolia's Gandan Monastery,
the country's largest Buddhist
monastery. The meeting high-
lighted the enduring Buddhist
heritage shared by India and
Mongolia and the role of cul-
tural diplomacy in strengthen-
ing people-to-people relations.

Upon his arrival in Ulaan-
baatar, Jaishankar was wel-
comed by Mongolia's State Sec-
retary Munktushig Ilkhanajav.
He expressed optimism about
productive engagements
aimed at advancing the special
partnership between the two
countries.

Following the Mongolia vis-
it, Jaishankar will travel to
South Korea, where he is
scheduled to hold talks with
Foreign Minister Cho Hyun
and deliver the keynote ad-
dress at the prestigious Jeju
Forum for Peace and Prosper-
ity. The visit underscores In-
dia's broader strategy of en-
hancing regional cooperation,
economic partnerships, and
stability across Asia.

BRICS Security Meeting Focuses on Middle East, Emerging Threats

Top security officials from
BRICS nations gathered in New
Delhi on Monday for high-level
discussions on global security
challenges, with developments
in the Middle East and emerg-
ing technological threats featur-
ing prominently on the agenda.
The meeting brought together
representatives from major
BRICS countries, including Chi-
na, Russia, Brazil, South Africa,
India, and Iran.

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, India's National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval held talks
with Iranian official Ghadir
Nezamipour. The discussions
focused on the evolving situa-
tion in the Middle East and the
broader strategic partnership
between India and Iran.

The meeting comes at a cru-
cial time as regional tensions
continue to influence global en-
ergy markets and security dy-
namics. India, which relies
heavily on imported energy re-
sources, has been closely moni-
toring developments in the re-
gion, particularly following
recent hostilities involving Iran
and the United States. The dis-
cussions reflected New Delhi's
efforts to safeguard its strategic

and economic 1nterests Whlle
maintaining balanced diplo-
matic relations with all
stakeholders.

Iranian officials also held
separate talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Ac-
cording to diplomatic sources,
the discussions covered the im-
plementation of recent peace
understandings and regional
stability. China reiterated its
support for Iran's sovereignty
and welcomed the continuation
of diplomatic consultations be-
tween Tehran and Washington.

Wang emphasized Beijing's
willingness to deepen coopera-
tion with Iran through stronger
political engagement and prac-
tical collaboration. The Chinese

side also expressed support for
ongoing diplomatic efforts
aimed at reducing tensions and
promoting stability across the
region.

The BRICS security meeting
itself focused on what Indian of-
ficials described as "non-tradi-
tional security challenges."
These include cyber threats,
technological disruptions, arti-
ficial intelligence-driven risks,
and other emerging concerns
that increasingly affect nation-
al and international security
frameworks.Officials discussed
the rapidly changing nature of
security threats in an intercon-
nected world, highlighting the
growing role of advanced tech-
nologies in shaping future

risks. The meeting also ex-
plored avenues for greater coop-
eration among BRICS nations
in addressing these challenges
through information sharing,
capacity building, and coordi-
nated responses.

The gathering underscores
the increasing importance of
BRICS as a platform for dia-
logue on global security issues
beyond traditional military
concerns. As geopolitical ten-
sions continue to evolve, mem-
ber nations are seeking greater
coordination on issues ranging
from regional conflicts and en-
ergy security to cyber resil-
ience and technological
governance.

The meeting also reflects im-
proving engagement between
India and China. Relations be-
tween the two Asian powers
have gradually stabilized fol-
lowing years of tension after
the deadly 2020 border clash in
the Himalayas. Continued dip-
lomatic interactions within
multilateral forums such as
BRICS are viewed as important
steps toward maintaining re-
gional stability and strengthen-
ing international cooperation
on shared security concerns.

NetanyahuVows Continued Military Presence in South Lebanon

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has declared
that Israeli troops will remain
deployed in southern Lebanon
for aslong as necessary, empha-
sizing that Israel's security in-
terests will remain a top prior-
ity amid ongoing regional
tensions.

Speaking on Sunday, Netan-
yahu said Israeli forces would
continue operating in what he
described as a security zone in
southern Lebanon to protect
residents of northern Israel
and ensure long-term security.
He stressed that Israel's com-
mitment to safeguarding its
citizens would not change re-
gardless of political develop-
ments in the region.

The Israeli leader also reiter-
ated his government's determi-
nation to prevent Iran from ob-
taining nuclear weapons.
Netanyahu asserted that as
long as he remains prime min-
ister, Israel would not allow
Tehran to develop a nuclear ar-
senal, describing such a possi-
bility as an existential threat to

the Jewish state.

At a later public event, Net-
anyahu claimed that the recent
conflict involving Israel, the
United States and Iran had
achieved one of its principal
objectives by preventing Iran
from advancing its nuclear am-
bitions. He argued that military
actions taken against Iranian
targets had removed a major se-
curity threat and significantly
weakened Tehran's strategic
capabilities.

According to Netanyahu, the
joint Israeli-American cam-
paign inflicted severe damage
on Iran's powerful Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps. He
suggested that the impact on
the organization could be long-
lasting and predicted that grow-
ing divisions between Iran's
leadership and its population
could eventually challenge the
stability of the Iranian
government.

The Prime Minister also ad-
dressed Israel's military opera-
tions against Hezbollah in Leb-
anon. He maintained that

Israeli forces were targeting
Hezbollah fighters rather than
civilians and claimed the mili-
tary had taken extensive meas-
ures to minimize non-combat-
ant casualties during
operations.

Netanyahu argued that Isra-
el's campaign was directed sole-
ly against Hezbollah, which he
described as an Iranian proxy
force operating in Lebanon. He
expressed hope that once Hez-
bollah is dismantled and dis-
armed, a path toward lasting
peace between Israel and Leba-
non could emerge.

The conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah escalated earlier
this year after the Lebanese
militant group launched at-
tacks on Israeli territory, citing
developments in the wider Mid-
dle East conflict. Since then,
cross-border hostilities have in-
tensified, leading to significant
casualties and displacement on
both sides.

Lebanese authorities report
that thousands of people have
been Kkilled and many more in-

jured in Israeli military opera-
tions since the escalation be-
gan. The casualties include
civilians, emergency person-
nel, and Hezbollah fighters,
highlighting the heavy humani-
tarian toll of the ongoing
conflict.

Netanyahu's latest remarks
underscore Israel's determina-
tion to maintain military pres-
sure on both Hezbollah and
Iran while pursuing what it
views as long-term regional se-
curity objectives. However, the
continued fighting and rising
civilian casualties remain a
source of international con-
cern as diplomatic efforts to
stabilize the region continue.

US-Iran Talks Show Progress Toward Lasting Peace: JD Vance

The first round of high-level talks
between the United States and Iran
in Switzerland has generated cau-
tious optimism, with US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance stating that the nego-
tiations havelaid a strong foundation
for a potential long-term peace
agreement aimed at ending tensions
in the Middle East.

Speaking to reporters at the Bur-
genstock resort in Switzerland on
Monday, Vance described the discus-
sions as constructive and said both
sides had made meaningful progress
toward establishing a framework for
future negotiations.

“We laid a very good foundation
for a successful final deal,” Vance
said, emphasizing that while a com-
prehensive agreement has not yet
been achieved, the initial discus-
sions created the groundwork neces-
sary for further diplomatic engage-
ment. Comparing the process to
building a house, he remarked, “The

final deal is the house. We haven't
built the house, but we've laid a suc-
cessful foundation to get to a good
place for the American people.”

The talks come amid heightened
regional tensions and ongoing con-
cerns about security, nuclear issues,
and military confrontations that
have affected stability across the
Middle East. Diplomatic efforts in
Switzerland are being viewed as a
significant step toward reducing hos-
tilities and opening channels for sus-
tained dialogue between Washington
and Tehran.

Officials familiar with the discus-
sions indicated that the negotiations
focused on key areas of mutual con-
cern, including regional security, de-
escalation measures, and mecha-
nisms to prevent future conflicts.
While neither side has disclosed spe-
cific details of the discussions, both
have signalled a willingness to con-
tinue engagement in the coming

weeks.

The Switzerland talks mark one of
the most important diplomatic con-
tacts between the two countries in
recent months. International observ-
ers have welcomed the development,
noting that successful negotiations
could help reduce geopolitical risks,
improve regional stability, and ease
concerns in global energy markets.

Analysts caution, however, that
significant challenges remain before
a comprehensive agreement can be
reached. Long-standing disagree-
ments over security policies, sanc-
tions, and regional influence contin-
ue to complicate relations between
the two nations.

Despite these hurdles, Vance’s
comments reflect growing confi-
dence within the US administration
that diplomacy can produce mean-
ingful results. The Vice President
stressed that the objective remains a
durable and sustainable settlement

that serves the interests of both re-
gional stability and international
security.

With technical discussions and
follow-up meetings expected in the
coming days, attention will now fo-
cus on whether the positive momen-
tum generated in Switzerland can be
translated into concrete agreements.
Diplomats on both sides hope the
talks will eventually lead to a broad-
er framework capable of ending
years of confrontation and establish-
ing a more stable future for the Mid-

dle East.
( 1 o

A significant diplomatic
breakthrough has emerged af-
ter high-level talks between
Iran and the United States in
Switzerland, with Iran an-
nouncing that Washington has
agreed to lift sanctions on Ira-
nian oil exports. The develop-
ment is being viewed as a ma-
jor step toward easing tensions
between the two longtime ad-
versaries and could have far-
reaching implications for glob-
al energy markets.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi announced
the outcome following the first
round of negotiations. Accord-
ing to Iranian officials, both
sides agreed on a memoran-
dum of understanding and de-
cided to establish a joint com-
mittee to oversee its
implementation. The move is
expected to facilitate the grad-
ual return of Iranian crude oil
to international markets, po-
tentially easing concerns over
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US Lifts Iran Oil Sanctions;
Breakthrough in Switzerland Talks

global energy supplies and
prices.

As part of the discussions,
the two countries also agreed
to create a direct communica-
tion mechanism aimed at pre-
venting misunderstandings
and military tensions in the
strategically important Strait
of Hormuz, through which a
substantial portion of the
world's oil shipments pass. An-
other key outcome was the de-
cision to establish a de-escala-
tion mechanism concerning
developments in Lebanon, a
region that has frequently wit-
nessed tensions involving re-
gional and international
powers.

Pakistan and Qatar, which
played important mediating
roles during the negotiations,
issued a joint statement wel-
coming the progress and ex-
pressing hope that continued
dialogue would contribute to
regional stability and peace.

Despite the positive develop
ments, challenges remain.
Technical-level discussions
are scheduled to continue
throughout the week to final-
ize details and ensure imple-
mentation of the agreements
reached during the initial
round of talks.

The negotiations, however,
faced a moment of tension fol-
lowing comments made by U.S.
President Donald Trump. In a
social media post, Trump
called for an end to the activi-
ties of Iran's intelligence appa-
ratus and warned of severe
consequences if concerns
were not addressed. His re-
marks reportedly caused fric-
tion during the talks, with
members of the Iranian dele-
gation expressing strong
objections.

Iranian parliamentary offi-
cials responded by asserting
that Tehran remains prepared
to defend its interests and re-
spond to any hostile actions.
While disagreements persist
on several issues, both sides
have indicated a willingness to
continue discussions.

Analysts believe the break-
through could mark the begin-
ning of a new phase in U.S.-
Iran relations, with energy
cooperation, regional security,
and diplomatic engagement
expected to dominate future
negotiations.

Over 100 Migrant Workers i Smgapore Allege Ilnpald Wages

More than 100 migrant work-
ers, mainly from India and
Bangladesh, gathered at Singa-
pore's Ministry of Manpower
(MOM) on Monday, alleging that
they have not received salaries
for the past two months from
their employer, KPA Engineer-
ing, an air-conditioning mainte-
nance services company.

The workers claimed that de-
spite repeatedly raising the is-
sue with company management,
their wages remained unpaid.
Concerns intensified after re-
ports emerged that the company
had ceased operations, leaving
employees uncertain about
their future and financial
security.

One of the affected workers,
Sampath from India, said the
workers had been struggling
without salaries for two months.
He explained that many employ-
ees were worried after learning
that the company had reported-
ly shut down and were unsure
where to seek help.

Following their visit, officials
from the Ministry of Manpower
met the workers and began gath-
ering details regarding the com-
plaints. The workers were iden-
tified as employees of KPA
Engineering and were assured
that the matter would be
investigated.

Rajenderan Berthap, a

36-year-old air-conditioning and
mechanical ventilation techni-
cian, said ministry officials lis-
tened to their concerns and in-
formed them that appropriate
action would be taken after ex-
amining the case.

The Tripartite Alliance for
Dispute Management (TADM)
and the Ministry of Manpower
stated that assistance was being
provided to the affected work-
ers. Authorities said they were
also reaching out to the employ-
er to verify the claims and deter-
mine whether any employment
laws had been violated.

According to officials, the im-
mediate priority is ensuring
that the workers have access to
essential support, including ac-
commodation and meals, while
investigations continue. Author-
ities emphasized that enforce-
ment action would be taken if
the company is found guilty of
breaching labour regulations.

Business records indicate
that KPA Engineering has two
foreign directors with regis-
tered addresses in Singapore's
Hillview area. One of the direc-
tors, who holds Singapore per-
manent residency, is reportedly
associated with several other
companies involved in engineer-
ing, plumbing and air-condi-
tioning services.

The incident has once again
highlighted the challenges faced
by migrant workers and the im-
portance of timely wage pay-
ments. Labour rights advocates
have called for swift interven-
tion to ensure affected employ-
ees receive their outstanding
salaries and necessary support
while the investigation is
underway.

Singapore authorities are ex-
pected to continue monitoring
the situation closely as workers
await clarity on their employ-
ment status and unpaid dues.

Meta Invests in GRED; Kunal Shah Set to Lead WhatsApp

Meta Platforms has announced
a major strategic investment in
Indian fintech startup CRED,
committing $900 million (approx-
imately 8,550 crore) as part of
the company's Series H funding
round. The deal, which values
CRED at around $4.5 billion
(/43,239 crore) on a post-money
basis, also marks a significant
leadership transition, with CRED
founder Kunal Shah set to take
charge of WhatsApp globally.

Under the agreement, Meta
will acquire an estimated 20 per-
cent minority stake in CRED
through a combination of prima-
ry and secondary share purchas-
es. The investment reflects Meta's
growing interest in India's rap-
idly expanding digital financial
ecosystem and its confidence in
CRED's long-term growth
prospects.

As part of the leadership re-
shuffle, Kunal Shah will step
down from his role as Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of CRED and join
Meta's global leadership team. He
will succeed Will Cathcart, who
has led WhatsApp for the past
seven years and is now expected
to focus on Meta's artificial intel-
ligence initiatives.

Meta said Shah will oversee
WhatsApp's next phase of expan-
sion, with particular emphasis
on strengthening monetisation
through advertising, subscrip-
tion-based services and the inte-
gration of Al-powered tools and
digital assistants across the mes-
saging platform.

Following Shah's departure
from day-to-day operations,
Miten Sampat, who has been re-
sponsible for strategy and fi-
nance at CRED since 2020, has
been appointed interim CEO. The
company stated that its board
and senior leadership are work-
ing on a long-term management
structure as it prepares for a po-
tential public listing in the
future.

Founded in 2018, CRED initial-
ly gained popularity by reward-
ing users for timely credit card
bill payments. Over the years, it
has transformed into a compre-
hensive financial services plat-
form offering payments, lending,
insurance, wealth management
and lifestyle-related services.

According to the company,
CRED currently serves around
1.7 crore monthly active users
and facilitates more than 40 per-

cent of India's credit card bill
payments. Its lending business
has also expanded significantly,
managing assets worth approxi-
mately 24,000 crore through part-
ner financial institutions.

The company reported annual
revenues of nearly 3,200 crore
and stated that it has achieved
profitability, a milestone that
strengthens its position ahead of
future expansion plans.The in-
vestment represents one of Me-
ta's largest bets on India's fintech
sector and highlights the increas-
ing convergence of digital pay-
ments, financial services, artifi-
cial intelligence and
communication technologies.
Industry observers believe the
partnership could accelerate in-
novation in both fintech and mes-
saging platforms while creating
new opportunities for growth
across global markets.
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India Pushes for Better

TermsinUSTra

India is intensifying efforts to
secure a favorable trade agree-
ment with the United States,
seeking tariff concessions that
would provide its exporters
with a competitive edge over
other Asian economies. The re-
newed push comes ahead of a
crucial two-day visit by U.S.
Trade Representative Jamieson
Greer, aimed at advancing nego-
tiations and resolving key trade
concerns between the two
countries.

The discussions follow a re-
cent meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
U.S. President Donald Trump
on the sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit in France, marking their
first direct interaction in more
than a year. The meeting is
widely seen as an attempt to im-
prove bilateral ties and inject
momentum into the long-pend-
ing trade negotiations.

Indian officials are expected
to press for lower tariffs on a
range of exports while also
seeking assurances that Wash-
ington will not impose addition-
al duties after a trade agree-
ment is finalized. New Delhi
believes that predictable tariff
policies are essential for long-
term investment planning and
export growth.

Trade talks have gained ur-
gency as several Asian nations
continue to negotiate preferen-
tial access to the American mar-
ket. India is keen to ensure that
any agreement places its prod-
ucts on a stronger footing than
those of regional competitors.

However, the negotiations
face several challenges. Uncer-
tainty remains over an ongoing
U.S. Section 301 investigation
concerning allegations of in-
dustrial overcapacity and
forced labour practices in glob-

al supply chains. The outcome
of the probe could influence fu-
ture trade measures and affect
the scope of any agreement.

Diplomatic strains have also
surfaced following the deaths of
three Indian sailors in attacks
on commercial vessels in the
Gulf involving U.S. naval opera-
tions. The incident has added a
sensitive dimension to the
broader relationship at a time
when both governments are at-
tempting to deepen economic
cooperation.

Despite these concerns, offi-
cials on both sides remain opti-
mistic about reaching a mutu-
ally beneficial arrangement.
The United States views India
as a key strategic and economic
partner in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, while India sees stronger
trade ties with Washington as
critical to boosting exports, at-
tracting investment, and accel-
erating economic growth

The upcoming negotiations
are expected to focus on market
access, tariff reductions, sup-
ply-chain cooperation, and
mechanisms to prevent future
trade disputes. A successful out-
come could strengthen one of
the world's most important bi-
lateral economic partnerships
and provide greater stability for
businesses operating across
both markets.

Reliance Rally Gains Momentum onAl, Jio

Reliance Industries shares
advanced following the com-
pany’s Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM), as investors re-
sponded positively to its
long-term growth strategy cen-
tered on artificial intelligence,
digital services, and clean en-
ergy initiatives. The stock out-
performed the broader market
amid renewed optimism over
the conglomerate’s future ex-
pansion plans.

The AGM marked what ana-
lysts described as a new phase
of growth for the company,
with management outlining
ambitious plans across multi-
ple high-potential sectors. A
key highlight was Reliance’s
increased focus on artificial in-
telligence infrastructure,
which is expected to play a cru-
cial role in strengthening its
digital ecosystem and support-
ing future technological
innovations.

Global brokerage CLSA
maintained its “Outperform”
rating on the stock and set a
target price of 1,800, indicat-
ing substantial upside poten-
tial from current levels. The
brokerage noted that Reli-
ance’s investments in Al infra-
structure and compute capac-
ity could position the company
as a significant player in In-
dia’s evolving digital
economy.

CLSA also highlighted
growth opportunities across
several business segments, in-
cluding fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG), advanced mate-
rials, exports, and clean ener-

Defence Stocks Gain on Prospects of

Shares of defence public sector com-
panies surged on Monday after reports
indicated that India is in discussions
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
for the potential export of advanced de-
fence systems, including the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile and the
Akashteer air defence control system.
The development boosted investor sen-
timent and lifted key defence stocks
during the trading session.

Shares of Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL) rose more than 2 percent to

1,401.70 on the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE), while Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL) gained over 1 percent to
431.70 per share, recovering from losses
recorded in the previous session.

Market participants viewed the re-
ported negotiations as a positive sign
for India's growing defence exports and
the expanding global acceptance of in-
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company’s traditional
strengths in telecommunica-
tions, retail, and energy.

Another major catalyst iden-
tified by analysts is the poten-
tial initial public offering (IPO)
of Jio Platforms. Brokerage
firm Nomura retained its
“Buy” rating on Reliance and
stated that a future listing of
Jio Platforms could unlock sig-
nificant value for sharehold-
ers. According to analysts, the
IPO would provide greater
transparency regarding the
valuation of Reliance’s tele-
com and digital services busi-
nesses while attracting fresh
investor interest.

Reliance’s new energy initia-
tives also remain a major focus
area. The company has been
investing heavily in renewable
energy projects, green manu-
facturing facilities, and clean
technology solutions as part of
its long-term sustainability
strategy. Market experts be-
lieve these investments could
become important growth
drivers as India accelerates its
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digenous military technology. If final-
ized, the proposed deal could further
strengthen defence cooperation be-
tween India and the UAE while enhanc-
ing the international profile of India's
defence manufacturing sector.

The BrahMos missile, jointly devel-
oped by India and Russia, is regarded as
one of the world's fastest operational
supersonic cruise missiles. The missile
system can be launched from land, sea,
and air platforms, making it a versatile
weapon for modern military opera-
tions. Its speed, precision, and opera-
tional flexibility have made it a key
component of India's strategic defence
capabilities.

Operating under the Ministry of De-
fence, Bharat Dynamics Limited serves
as the primary manufacturer and inte-
grator of the BrahMos missile system.
Any large-scale export order involving
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gy. These businesses are ex-
pected to complement the

transition toward cleaner en-
ergy sources.

Beyond Al and renewable en-
ergy, analysts continue to see
strong opportunities in Reli-
ance’s retail and telecommuni-
cations businesses, both of
which remain key contribu-
tors to the company’s revenue
and profitability.

Investor sentiment remained
upbeat after the AGM, with
market participants viewing
the company’s diversified
growth strategy as a strong
foundation for future expan-
sion. The positive response
from leading brokerages fur-
ther reinforced confidence in
Reliance’s ability to capitalize
on emerging opportunities
across technology, energy tran-
sition, and consumer-driven
sectors.

With multiple growth en-
gines in place, Reliance Indus-
tries appears well-positioned
to strengthen its leadership
across several industries while
pursuing its vision of becom-
ing a major force in India’s
digital and sustainable
economy.

UAE Missile Deal

BrahMos is expected to provide signifi-
cant business opportunities for the
company and strengthen its order book.

Meanwhile, Akashteer has emerged
as one of India's notable indigenous de-
fence technologies. Developed by
Bharat Electronics in collaboration
with the Indian Army, the automated
air defence control and reporting sys-
tem is designed to integrate and coordi-
nate air defence operations in real time.
The platform enhances battlefield
awareness and improves the efficiency
of air defence responses against aerial
threats.The prospect of exporting so-
phisticated systems such as BrahMos
and Akashteer reflects India's increas-
ing emphasis on becoming a major de-
fence exporter. The government has
been actively promoting domestic de-
fence production and encouraging pub-
lic and private sector participation in
global markets under its self-reliance
initiative.

Analysts believe successful defence
export agreements could provide long-
term growth opportunities for compa-
nies such as Bharat Dynamics and
Bharat Electronics, while also strength-
ening India's position as an emerging
supplier of advanced military technol-
ogy. The positive market reaction un-
derscores investor confidence in the
sector's growth potential and expanding
international footprint.

LCONOMY

Indian benchmark indices
staged a strong recovery on
Monday after the previous
session's sell-off, with inves-
tors returning to equities
amid easing crude oil prices
and optimism surrounding
progress in U.S.-Iran peace
negotiations. Positive senti-
ment in heavyweight stocks,
particularly Reliance Indus-
tries, further boosted market
confidence.

The BSE Sensex climbed
291.17 points, or 0.38 percent,
to close at 77,094.07, while the
NSE Nifty gained 89.80

Aditxa
Lakh

Shares of Aditya Birla Capi-
tal surged more than 4 per-
cent on Monday, helping the
financial services major
achieve a significant mile-
stone as its market capitaliza-
tion crossed the 1 lakh crore
mark for the first time. The
strong rally reflected growing
investor confidence in the
company's growth strategy,
capital strengthening plans,
and robust financial
performance.

The stock climbed to 392.15
during trading, registering a
gain of over 4 percent and
emerging as one of the nota-
ble gainers in the financial
sector. Market participants at-
tributed the rally to the com-
pany's recent capital-raising
initiative and its consistent
earnings growth across
businesses.

Investor sentiment has re-
mained positive since the
company announced plans to
raise 4,000 crore through a
preferential allotment aimed
at strengthening its capital
base and supporting future
expansion. The board ap-

points, or 0.37 percent, end-
ing the session at 24,102.90.
The broader market also re-
mained firm, with the Nifty
Midcap index rising 0.3 per-
cent and the Nifty Smallcap
index advancing 0.6 percent.
Among the top gainers on
the Nifty were Cipla, Dr. Red-
dy’s Laboratories, Tech Ma-
hindra, Reliance Industries,
and Sun Pharma. On the los-
ing side, Asian Paints, Titan
Company, Nestle India,
Trent, and Power Grid wit-
nessed selling pressure.
Sector-wise, most indices

proved a preferential issue
worth 2,880 crore to promoter
Grasim Industries, 200 crore
to Suryaja Investment Pte Litd,
and 920 crore to International
Finance Corporation (IFC).

According to the company,
the proceeds from the fund-
raising exercise will be uti-
lized to meet growth objec-
tives, strengthen the balance
sheet, support lending opera-
tions, and address general
corporate requirements. The
fresh capital is expected to
provide greater financial flex-
ibility as the company ex-
pands its presence across
lending, insurance, asset
management, and wealth
management businesses.

The rally has also been sup-
ported by strong operational
performance. During the Jan-
uary-March quarter, Aditya
Birla Capital reported a con-
solidated net profit of 1,124
crore, representing a robust
30 percent year-on-year in-
crease. The earnings growth
highlighted the resilience of
the company's diversified fi-
nancial services portfolio de-
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Bulls Regain Gontrol as Markets

ended in positive territory.
Media, IT, metal, pharma,
auto, and energy stocks
gained between 0.5 and 1 per-
cent, while FMCG and con-
sumer durables were the
only sectors to close lower.
Reliance Industries at-
tracted attention after its tel-
ecom subsidiary, Jio Plat-
forms, filed a Draft Red
Herring Prospectus (DRHP)
with SEBI for its proposed
initial public offering. Other
notable movers included
Goodluck India, which rose
4.4 percent after securing a

spite a challenging economic
environment.

Analysts believe the com-
pany's diversified business
model, combined with rising
demand for financial products
and services, positions it well
for sustained growth. The par-
ticipation of promoter enti-
ties and global institutional
investors in the preferential
issue has further strength-
ened market confidence re-
garding the company's long-
term prospects.

The achievement of a 1
lakh crore market capitaliza-
tion places Aditya Birla Capi-

255-crore defence order, and
Power Mech Projects, which
gained following a
1,008.9-crore contract win
from JSW Thermal Energy.

More than 200 stocks
touched their 52-week highs
on the BSE, reflecting broad
market strength. These in-
cluded Kirloskar Oil, Aegis
Logistics, New India Assur-
ance, HFCL, Aditya Birla
Capital, Bharat Forge,
Nykaa, Polycab India, and
RBL Bank.Market analysts
noted that the Nifty traded
within a narrow range and
formed a Doji candle on the
daily chart, indicating inde-
cision among investors. How-
ever, the index continues to
remain above key moving av-
erages, suggesting that the
broader trend remains
positive.

Going forward, the 24,200—
24,230 zone is expected to act
as immediate resistance. A
decisive breakout above this
range could trigger arally to-
ward 24,400 and beyond. On
the downside, support is seen
around the 24,000 level, with
stronger support emerging
near 23,950.Analysts expect
volatility to remain elevated
ahead of the weekly expiry
session, although the mar-
ket's overall outlook remains
cautiously optimistic.

de DealTalks Rbund; Nifty Ends ove 24.100

Birla Capital Crosses <1
rore Market Gap Milestone

tal among India's leading fi-
nancial services firms and
underscores its growing sig-
nificance in the country's fi-
nancial sector. Investors will
now closely watch how the
company deploys the fresh
capital to accelerate growth,
expand lending operations,
and enhance shareholder val-
ue in the coming years.

With strong earnings mo-
mentum, a strengthened capi-
tal base, and continued expan-
sion across key business
segments, Aditya Birla Capi-
tal appears well-positioned for
its next phase of growth.

Asian Energy Shares Jump on
<188-Crore Gujarat Power Project

Shares of Asian Energy Ser-
vices climbed nearly 5 percent
on Monday after the company
announced the award of a ma-
jor engineering, procurement
and construction (EPC) con-
tract worth 187.62 crore from
Gujarat State Electricity Cor-
poration Limited (GSECL).

The stock gained as much as
4.72 percent during intraday
trading following the an-
nouncement before trimming
some of its gains. By the after-
noon session, shares were trad-
ing at 376.90, up 2.63 percent,
reflecting continued investor
optimism over the company's
growth prospects and expand-
ing project portfolio.

According to aregulatory fil-
ing, the contract involves the
enhancement of the Stage-II
Coal Handling Plant at the
Ukai Thermal Power Station
in Gujarat. The project will be
executed on a lump-sum EPC
basis and includes comprehen-
sive responsibilities covering
engineering, procurement,
construction, testing and
commissioning.

The company stated that the

project is expected to be com-
pleted over the next two to
three years, providing sus-
tained revenue visibility dur-
ing the execution period. Mar-
ket participants viewed the
order as a significant boost to
the company's infrastructure
and engineering business.

A key aspect of the contract
is its strategic importance for
Asian Energy Services. The or-
der marks the company's first
major project outside the net-
work of Coal India Limited
and its subsidiaries and associ-
ates. Analysts believe this di-
versification reduces the com-
pany's dependence on a single
customer group and opens new
opportunities in the broader
power and infrastructure
sectors.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Managing Director Ka-
pil Garg said the project repre-
sents an important milestone
in the company's growth jour-
ney. He noted that the contract
strengthens the firm's order
book within the mineral infra-
structure segment and enhanc-
es revenue visibility for the

coming years.

The project also highlights
Asian Energy Services' ability
to secure business from new
clients in the competitive EPC
market. Winning a contract
from GSECL demonstrates the
company's technical capabili-
ties and growing reputation in
handling large-scale industrial
infrastructure projects.

Investors responded posi-
tively to the announcement,
viewing it as evidence of the
company's successful expan-
sion strategy. Market experts
believe the addition of new

customers and sectors could
support long-term growth
while reducing concentration
risks.

The latest contract is expect-
ed to contribute significantly
to the company's future earn-
ings and reinforce its position
in India's energy and industri-
al infrastructure landscape.
With a stronger order pipeline
and broader customer base,
Asian Energy Services ap-
pears well-positioned to capi-
talize on upcoming opportuni-
ties in the country's power and
mining sectors.




POl

m VIJAYAWADA, TUESDAY, JUNE, 23.06.2026

General Motors Replaces 1,000
Workers with 30 Robots

The growing influence of ar-
tificial intelligence and robot-
ics on employment has once
again come under the spotlight
after American automobile gi-
ant General Motors (GM) re-
portedly replaced more than
1,000 workers with around 50
collaborative robots, common-
ly known as “cobots.” The
move has triggered widespread
debate about automation and
its impact on the workforce.

GM has introduced the ro-
botic units at its facilities in
Michigan as part of its broader
strategy to modernize manu-
facturing operations and im-
prove efficiency. Unlike tradi-
tional industrial robots that
work in isolated environments,
cobots are designed to work
alongside human employees
on vehicle assembly lines, per-
forming repetitive and physi-
cally demanding tasks.

According to company offi-
cials, the adoption of advanced
robotics is aimed at increasing
productivity, maintaining com-
petitiveness in the rapidly
evolving automotive industry,
and ensuring consistent manu-
facturing quality. The compa-
ny maintains that automation
is essential to meet future pro-
duction demands and techno-
logical advancements in the
sector.

However, the decision has
drawn criticism from labor or-
ganizations and employee un-
ions, which argue that techno-
logical progress should not

come at the cost of workers’
livelihoods. Union representa-
tives have expressed concerns
that the replacement of alarge
number of employees with a
relatively small number of ro-
botic units could set a worry-
ing precedent for industries
worldwide.

The development has reig-
nited a broader conversation
about the balance between in-
novation and employment. Ex-
perts note that while automa-
tion can create new
opportunities in robotics
maintenance, software devel-
opment, and technical opera-
tions, it can also eliminate tra-
ditional manufacturing jobs,
particularly those involving
repetitive tasks.

Industry analysts believe the
trend is likely to accelerate in
the coming years as companies
seek to reduce operational
costs and improve efficiency
through automation and Al-
driven systems. Sectors such

as automotive manufacturing,
logistics, warehousing, and
electronics production are ex-
pected to witness increasing
deployment of robotic
technologies.

For workers, the shift under-
scores the growing importance
of acquiring new skills and
adapting to emerging technolo-
gies. Governments, education-
al institutions, and corpora-
tions may need to invest more
heavily in reskilling and work-
force development programs to
help employees transition into
new roles created by techno-
logical change.

As businesses continue to
embrace automation, the de-
bate over whether robots are
enhancing productivity or re-
placing human livelihoods is
expected to intensify. The Gen-
eral Motors case has become a
prominent example of the
challenges and opportunities
that accompany the next phase
of industrial transformation.

Techie Says Al Is Making
Developers Forget Howto Code

The rapid adoption of artifi-
cial intelligence in the work-
place is transforming indus-
tries across the world, but not
everyone is celebrating the
change. A software developer
has sparked a widespread dis-
cussion online after sharing
concerns that heavy reliance
on Al tools is reducing critical
thinking skills and taking the
joy out of coding.

In a viral social media post,
the tech professional revealed
feeling increasingly demoti-
vated and directionless since
Al-powered coding assistants
became a major part of daily
work. According to the devel-
oper, tasks that once required
deep analysis, research, and
problem-solving are now com-
pleted through simple
prompts, with AI generating
much of the required code.

The employee explained
that their company recently
provided access to advanced
Al coding tools. While these
technologies have significant-
ly improved speed and produc-
tivity, they have also changed
the way software development
is carried out. Instead of care-
fully designing and writing
code, many developers now
spend their time instructing
Al systems, reviewing gener-
ated output, and submitting
the results.

What worries the developer
most is the growing pressure
to work faster. The post
claimed that taking extra time
to thoroughly review Al-gen-
erated code is often viewed

negatively because it can de-
lay project schedules. As a re-
sult, teams may end up pro-
ducing large volumes of
software without fully under-
standing the logic behind it.

The techie also admitted
that after relying heavily on
Al for several weeks, writing
code independently had be-
come unexpectedly difficult.
They revealed that they had
recently attempted to write
code without assistance and
found themselves struggling
with tasks that previously felt
natural. This experience led
them to question whether con-
stant dependence on Al could
weaken essential reasoning
and learning abilities over
time.

The post resonated with
many professionals and stu-
dents in the technology sector.
Several users commented that
they shared similar concerns,
saying the excitement of solv-
ing complex programming
challenges had diminished be-
cause Al could provide an-
swers almost instantly. Others
feared that younger develop-

ers might miss out on valuable
learning opportunities if they
become overly dependent on
Al from the beginning of their
careers.

However, not everyone
agreed with the concerns.
Some users argued that Al
should be treated as a produc-
tivity tool rather than a re-
placement for human skills.
They believe developers can
still learn and grow by under-
standing, testing, and improv-
ing Al-generated solutions in-
stead of accepting them
blindly.

The discussion reflects a
growing debate within the
technology industry about the
balance between efficiency
and expertise. While artificial
intelligence is helping teams
work faster than ever before,
many professionals believe it
is equally important to pre-
serve creativity, problem-solv-
ing abilities, and technical un-
derstanding. As Al continues
to reshape software develop-
ment, finding that balance
may become one of the indus-
try's biggest challenges.

OFF BEAT

An Indian woman living in
France has sparked a conver-
sation on women’s safety after
sharing a video of herself
walking home alone at 4:30 in
the morning. The video, post-
ed on social media by Shub-
hangi Vyas, has attracted
widespread attention for high-
lighting the sense of security
and freedom she experienced
while returning home after a
college celebration.

According to Shubhangi, the
day marked an important
milestone in her life as she at-
tended her convocation cere-
mony. Following the gradua-
tion event, her college
organized a party for students.
After the celebrations ended in
the early hours of the morn-
ing, she began walking home
alone through the streets of
France.

What made the experience
memorable for her was not the
celebration itself but the feel-
ing of safety she enjoyed while
walking. In the video, she is
seen strolling barefoot on qui-
et streets at around 4:30 a.m.

She explained that no one
bothered her, questioned her
presence, or made her feel un-
comfortable despite the late
hour.Shubhangi expressed her
surprise and appreciation for
the environment around her.
She described the experience
as one of complete freedom,
noting that she could walk
alone without fear or anxiety.
Her comments resonated with
many social media users, par-
ticularly women, who often
face concerns about personal
safety when traveling alone at
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“I Felt Completely Safe Walking Alone at 4:30 AM”

night.

The video quickly gained
traction online, with viewers
discussing the differences in
public safety experiences
across countries. Many users
praised the sense of security
that allowed her to move freely
during the early morning
hours. Others pointed out that
such experiences highlight the
importance of creating safer
public spaces for women eve-
rywhere.The discussion also
touched on broader issues
such as urban planning, law

enforcement, community
awareness, and social atti-
tudes toward women in public
spaces. For many, Shubhangi’s
experience represented more
than a personal story—it be-
came a reminder of how safety
and freedom are closely linked.

Women around the world
frequently modify their rou-
tines, transportation choices,
and travel plans based on con-
cerns about harassment or
crime. As a result, stories that
showcase environments where
women feel secure often at-
tract significant public
interest.

Shubhangi’s video has be-
come a powerful example of
how a simple walk home can
symbolize something much
larger. Her experience has re-
ignited conversations about
the need for safer cities and
greater freedom of movement
for women. While opinions
may vary, the video has un-
doubtedly highlighted a uni-
versal aspiration: the ability to
step outside at any hour and
feel completely safe.

Man’s South Korea Experience Highlights a Culture of Trust and Safety

A social media post describ-
ing everyday life in South Ko-
rea has gone viral after a man
shared how living there
changed his understanding of
public safety and trust. His ob-
servations about people leav-
ing personal belongings unat-
tended without fear of theft
have sparked widespread dis-
cussion online about what
makes a society feel secure.

The man, who has been liv-
ing in South Korea with his
wife and daughter for the past
month, recounted several ex-
periences that he said would
be difficult to imagine in many
parts of the world. According
to him, one of the first things
that surprised him was how
comfortable people were leav-
ing valuable items unattended
in public spaces.

He explained that whenever
his family visits a shop, restau-
rant, or public place, they of-
ten leave their baby stroller
outside without any lock or
security measure. What ini-
tially seemed risky soon be-
came normal after he realized
that no one attempted to take

it.

Another incident involved a
friend who rode a bicycle to
meet him for lunch. The bicy-
cle was left in an alley without
being locked. After spending
nearly two hours at lunch,
they returned to find it exactly
where it had been left. The ex-
perience reinforced his im-
pression that theft is extreme-
ly uncommon in everyday
situations.

Perhaps the most surprising
story involved a friend who ac-
cidentally left an iPhone on a
park bench. Several hours lat-
er, when the owner returned to
search for it, the phone was
still lying in the same spot un-
touched. For many social me-
dia users, this example be-
came a powerful illustration
of the level of trust that exists
in certain communities.

The man also described see-
ing visitors at a K-pop concert
leave their luggage outside a
subway station without locks
or supervision. Curious about
the practice, he asked local
residents whether they were
concerned about theft. Their

response was simple: Why
would anyone take something
that belongs to someone else?

His experiences quickly gen-
erated reactions across social
media. Many users praised the
culture of responsibility and
respect that appears to exist in
parts of South Korea. Others
shared similar stories from
small towns and close-knit
communities in different
countries, where public trust
remains high.

Experts often point out that
strong social norms, effective
law enforcement, community
accountability, and mutual re-

spect contribute to creating
high-trust societies. In such
environments, people are less
likely to commit theft because
social expectations strongly
discourage such behavior.

The viral post has sparked a
broader conversation about
safety, trust, and civic respon-
sibility. While every society
faces its own challenges, the
stories from South Korea have
inspired many people to imag-
ine what daily life could be like
in a world where leaving be-
longings unattended is not
considered a risk but simply a
normal part of life.

Al Startup Employee Earns Extra Income Through Dog Slttmg

Rising living costs are push-
ing many professionals to look
for additional sources of in-
come, and a New York-based
product manager has become
an example of how side hustles
can provide both financial sup-
port and personal fulfilment.
Jennifer Martinez, who works
at an artificial intelligence
startup, has revealed how she
earns nearly 90,000 a month
outside her regular job
through a combination of dog
sitting, ceramics, and social
media content creation.

Despite working in a grow-
ing technology sector, Jennifer
felt that her salary was no
longer enough to keep up with
inflation and achieve impor-
tant life goals such as buying a
home and travelling more fre-
quently. Seeking greater finan-
cial stability, she decided to ex-
plore opportunities beyond her
traditional nine-to-five role.

Two years ago, Jennifer
started offering dog-sitting ser-
vices in her neighbourhood.

Although she initially had con-
cerns about caring for unfa-
miliar pets, the venture soon
turned into a successful and
enjoyable side business. She
now hosts dogs in her home for
around 20 to 25 days every
month and charges approxi-
mately $65 per night. The ser-
vice generates more than
$1,000 in monthly income, pro-
viding a significant boost to
her finances.

However, the benefits extend
far beyond money. Jennifer
says caring for dogs has helped
her become more connected to
her local community. Through
regular interactions with pet
owners and neighbours, she
has built new relationships
and expanded her social circle.
Since she works remotely, the
daily walks and companion-
ship provided by the dogs have
also helped reduce feelings of
isolation and encouraged a
healthier lifestyle.

In addition to pet care, Jen-
nifer has transformed a crea-

Fresh Graduate Loses Hope as Tough IT Job Market

The challenging job market
has become a source of grow-
ing anxiety for many young
professionals, and one recent
computer science graduate
has captured that frustration
in a social media post that res-
onated with thousands of peo-
ple online. The student, who
completed a B.Tech in Com-
puter Science and Engineer-
ing this year, expressed con-
cerns about whether securing
a software job is still a realis-
tic goal in the current hiring
environment.

According to the graduate,
months of preparation and ef-
fort have yet to result in a job
offer. Despite completing two
internships, building multi-
ple projects, maintaining a
professional portfolio, and

consistently practising data
structures, algorithms, and
interview questions, she re-
mains unemployed after
graduation.

The student's post reflected
the emotional strain that
many fresh graduates experi-
ence when entering a highly
competitive job market. While
she believed she had taken the
right steps to improve her em-
ployability, the lack of posi-
tive responses from employ-
ers left her questioning her
future in the technology
industry.

Adding to her worries was
the feeling of falling behind
her peers. She revealed that
seeing friends and acquaint-
ances move forward with
their careers and higher edu-

cation plans had intensified
her self-doubt. In particular,
she mentioned comparing
herself to her boyfriend, who
recently secured admission to
a prestigious management in-
stitute, leading her to wonder
whether she was making the
right career choices.

As uncertainty grew, the
graduate began considering
alternative paths. She admit-
ted that she had started pre-
paring for competitive en-
trance examinations as a
backup plan. However, she
later questioned whether that
decision was driven by logic
or simply a reaction to frus-
tration and comparison with
others.

Her story quickly attracted
attention online, with many

users sharing similar experi-
ences. Several young profes-
sionals said they were facing
the same difficulties despite
having internships, certifica-
tions, and strong academic re-
cords. Others pointed out that
hiring in the technology sec-
tor has become more selec-
tive, making it harder for
fresh graduates to secure en-
try-level positions.

At the same time, many ex-
perienced professionals of-
fered words of encourage-
ment. They reminded job
seekers that graduating with-
out an immediate offer does
not mean the end of a career.
Many successful software en-
gineers, they noted, faced
months of rejection before
landing their first

opportunity.

The discussion highlights
the realities of today's tech-
nology job market, where
competition is intense, and
patience is often required.
While the road may be longer
than expected, industry ex-
perts frequently emphasize
that persistence, continuous
learning, networking, and
skill development remain the
most effective ways to im-
prove employment prospects.

For many graduates enter-
ing the workforce in 2026, the
journey may be challenging,
but stories like this reflect a
shared struggle rather than
an individual failure. The
search for the right opportu-
nity continues, even when the
path seems uncertain.

tive hobby into another income
stream. During the COVID-19
pandemic, she developed an in-
terest in making ceramic
plates and later enrolled in spe-
cialized training to improve
her skills. She now sells her
handmade creations online.
While sales remain modest,
the venture has allowed her to
monetize a passion that she
genuinely enjoys.

Jennifer is also active on so-
cial media, where she creates
content focused on wellness,
preventing burnout, healthy
habits, and balancing multiple
sources of income. By sharing
her experiences, she hopes to
inspire others who are looking
for practical ways to improve
their financial situations.

Although her side hustles
have provided an additional fi-
nancial cushion, Jennifer ad-
mits they have also prompted
her to rethink her long-term
career goals. She hopes that
one day one of these ventures
could grow into a full-time pro-

|

fession. Her story highlights
how creativity, determination,
and a willingness to explore
new opportunities can open
doors to both financial inde-
pendence and personal growth.
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ICC Introduces New Maternity
Policy to Support Women Cricketers
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The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has taken a sig-
nificant step forward in sup-
porting women cricketers by
introducing comprehensive
guidelines that will help players
return to competitive cricket af-
ter childbirth. The new policy
aims to ensure that motherhood
does not become a barrier to a
professional sporting career
and encourages athletes to bal-
ance family responsibilities
with their cricketing
ambitions.

As part of the new frame-
work, the ICC has introduced a
“6-R” model that outlines six
key stages in the return-to-play
process. These include readi-
ness, review, recovery, recondi-
tioning, return, and refinement.
The structured approach is de-
signed to help players recover
physically and mentally after
childbirth before gradually re-
gaining their fitness and return-
ing to competitive cricket.

According to members of the
ICC Medical Advisory Commit-
tee, the primary objective of
these guidelines is to reassure
female athletes that giving birth
does not mark the end of their
sporting careers. With proper
planning, medical support, and

a tailored recovery process,
players can successfully return
to the highest level of the game.
The guidelines have been devel-
oped in a flexible manner, allow-
ing cricket boards across differ-
ent countries to adapt them
according to their specific needs
and resources.

The ICC has also recommend-
ed appointing a dedicated case
manager for every pregnant
cricketer. This role will typical-
ly be handled by a doctor or
physiotherapist who will over-
see the player’s journey from
pregnancy through to her re-
turn to the field. The case man-
ager will coordinate support
and ensure that the athlete re-
ceives the necessary care
throughout the process.

In addition, the guidelines
emphasize the importance of a
multidisciplinary support team
consisting of medical profes-
sionals, physiotherapists, psy-
chologists, nutritionists, coach-
es, and family members. Such a
support network is expected to
play a crucial role in helping
players navigate both the physi-
cal and emotional challenges as-
sociated with pregnancy and
motherhood.

Player privacy has also been

given significant importance
under the new policy. The ICC
has made it clear that the deci-
sion on when to disclose a preg-
nancy rests entirely with the
athlete. Member boards have
been instructed not to enforce
mandatory pregnancy testing.
While physical activity and
training during pregnancy are
encouraged, participation in
training and competition should
always be guided by medical
advice.

The guidelines further in-
clude practical measures such
as childcare support, breastfeed-
ing facilities, family-friendly
travel arrangements, and dedi-
cated spaces for mothers and in-
fants during tours and training
camps. These initiatives are
aimed at creating a more inclu-
sive and supportive environ-
ment for women in cricket.

As women’s cricket continues
to grow globally, the ICC be-
lieves that providing better sup-
port systems for female athletes
is essential. The new maternity
policy is expected to offer great-
er confidence to women cricket-
ers and serve as an important
milestone in making the sport
more inclusive and sustainable
for future generations.

Nalgonda Knights Post Big Total, Set
190-Run Target for Rangareddy Risers

The second match of the
TG20 League 2026 season is
turning into an exciting con-
test as Rangareddy Risers take
on Nalgonda Knights in Hy-
derabad. After winning the
toss, Nalgonda Knights elected
to bat first and posted an im-
pressive 189 for 8 in their allot-
ted 20 overs, setting a challeng-
ing target of 190 runs for their
opponents.

Nalgonda got off to a shaky
start, losing opener Gaurav
Reddy for a duck. Fellow open-
er Pranav Suryadevara man-
aged only 7 runs before return-
ing to the pavilion. Arfan
Ahmed also departed for 7,
leaving the team under pres-
sure in the early stages of the
innings.

Captain Rahul Buddhi then
steadied the innings with a val-
uable knock of 30 runs. He
found support from Varun
Goud, who contributed 26
runs, while Patkuri Nitish
Reddy chipped in with 20.
Their efforts helped rebuild
the innings and kept the score-
board moving.

The real momentum, how-
ever, came from the lower mid-
dle order. Batting at number
six, Divesh Singh played a cru-
cial innings of 48 runs off just

27 balls. His aggressive knock
included five boundaries and a
six. Although he narrowly
missed a half-century by just
two runs, his contribution
proved vital in pushing Nal-
gonda toward a competitive
total.

In the final overs, Harsh-
vardhan Singh provided the
finishing touches with a blis-
tering unbeaten 40 off just 20
deliveries. His innings fea-
tured five fours and a six, help-
ing Nalgonda maximize their
scoring opportunities in the
death overs. Thanks to the late
flourish, the team reached a
formidable total of 189 runs.

For Rangareddy Risers, Pun-
naiah was the standout bowler,

claiming three wickets. Nithin
Sai Yadav and Aryan Chari-
appa picked up two wickets
each, while Thanay Thyagara-
jan accounted for one dismiss-
al. Despite their efforts, they
were unable to prevent Nalgon-
da from posting a strong score.
With a target of 190 runs
now in front of them, all eyes
will be on the Rangareddy bat-
ting lineup. Chasing such a to-
tal in a T20 contest will require
a strong start and consistent
partnerships throughout the
innings. Whether the Risers
can successfully hunt down the
target or the Knights can de-
fend their total remains to be
seen in what promises to be an
exciting finish to the match.

PLAY /ONE

Even before preparations
for IPL 2027 have begun, specu-
lation surrounding a block-
buster trade deal between
Mumbai Indians and Ra-
jasthan Royals has become a
major talking point in cricket
circles. Reports suggest that
discussions are underway in-
volving two of Indian cricket’s
biggest names — Hardik Pan-
dya and Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Hardik Pandya’s future with
Mumbai Indians has remained
a subject of debate ever since
the conclusion of the IPL 2026
season. Several reports have
hinted that the star all-round-
er could leave the franchise
through a trade arrangement,
although neither Hardik nor
Mumbai Indians have official-
ly commented on the matter.

According to the latest re-
ports, Mumbai Indians are ex-
ploring the possibility of ac-
quiring young opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal from Ra-
jasthan Royals. In return,
Hardik Pandya could move to
the Jaipur-based franchise.
While the discussions are still
at a preliminary stage, the po-
tential swap has already gen-
erated significant interest
among fans.Yashasvi Jaiswal
has emerged as one of India’s
most promising young batters
over the last few seasons.
Many expected him to eventu-
ally take on a leadership role
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at Rajasthan Royals after San-
ju Samson. However, the fran-
chise handed captaincy re-
sponsibilities to Riyan Parag,
leading to fresh speculation
about Jaiswal’s long-term fu-
ture with the team.

The rise of young sensation
Vaibhav Suryavanshi has also
intensified competition within
the Rajasthan setup. Some
cricket experts believe a move
to Mumbai Indians could pro-
vide Jaiswal with a fresh chal-
lenge and a more prominent
role in the franchise’s future
plans.For Mumbai Indians,
the move would align with
their strategy of strengthen-
ing the Indian core of the bat-
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Trade Rumours Create IPL Buzz

N o

¥

Y

b 4
A
._ :

ting lineup. While veterans
Rohit Sharma and Suryaku-
mar Yadav remain important
figures, the franchise is re-
portedly looking to build a
team around young Indian
stars capable of leading the
side in the coming years.
Currently, Tilak Varma is
regarded as one of Mumbai’s
most dependable young bat-
ters. Bringing in Jaiswal
would significantly boost the
team’s top order and provide a
long-term opening option. Re-
ports also suggest that if Rohit
Sharma does not feature in a
future season, Jaiswal could
be considered as a permanent
opener and even a potential

—

captaincy candidate.Despite
the excitement surrounding
the rumours, there has been
no official confirmation from
either franchise. Trade talks
during the IPL off-season are
common, and many discus-
sions do not ultimately
materialize.

For now, the proposed
Hardik Pandya-Yashasvi
Jaiswal swap remains specula-
tion. However, if such a deal
were to happen, it would un-
doubtedly rank among the big-
gest and most impactful trades
in IPL history, reshaping the
plans of both the Mumbai In-
dians and the Rajasthan
Royals.

FIFAFaces Tough Choice as Hydration

Breaks Spark World Cup

The FIFA World Cup cur-
rently being held in North
America has witnessed an un-
expected controversy sur-
rounding mandatory hydra-
tion breaks introduced to
protect players from extreme
weather conditions. While
FIFA insists the measure is
necessary for player welfare,
coaches, players, and experts
remain divided over its impact
on the game.

Under the current rule, eve-
ry match includes two manda-
tory three-minute hydration
breaks, one in each half, re-
gardless of weather condi-
tions. FIFA introduced the pol-
icy to ensure consistent player
protection across all venues
and climates, drawing lessons
from previous tournaments
held in hot conditions. The or-
ganization believes that a
standardized approach is the
best way to safeguard athletes
from heat-related health risks.

However, the decision has
drawn criticism from several
prominent figures in football.
Critics argue that the breaks
disrupt the natural rhythm
and flow of the game. Football
has traditionally been valued
for its continuous action, and
many believe these interrup-
tions alter the sport’s unique
character.

Among the strongest critics
are leading coaches who feel
the breaks divide what should
be a two-half contest into four
separate segments. They argue
that the pauses reduce the in-
tensity of competition and
change the tactical dynamics
of matches. Some players have
also expressed concerns, sug-
gesting that hydration breaks
should be introduced only

when weather conditions gen-
uinely demand them rather
than being made compulsory
for every game.

On the other hand, sports
scientists and medical experts
have defended FIFA’s decision.
They point out that even when
temperatures appear manage-
able, players can lose signifi-
cant amounts of fluid through
sweat during high-intensity
matches. Dehydration can af-
fect concentration, decision-
making, reaction times, and
overall physical performance.
According to experts, hydra-
tion breaks serve as an impor-
tant preventive measure that
reduces the risk of heat-relat-
ed illnesses and helps athletes

maintain safe performance
levels.

Interestingly, while many ex-
perts support the concept,
some question whether three
minutes is sufficient for play-
ers to properly cool down and
recover. Researchers note that
hydration alone may not fully
counter the effects of rising
body temperatures during in-
tense competition. In particu-
larly hot conditions, they sug-
gest extending the duration of
the breaks to provide better
protection for players.

The debate has placed FIFA
in a difficult position. On one
side are coaches and players
who want the sport’s tradition-
al flow preserved. On the other
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are medical professionals who
emphasize the growing impor-
tance of player welfare in an
era of rising global tempera-
tures. Both sides acknowledge
the need for safety, but differ
on how it should be
implemented.

As climate conditions con-
tinue to become more challeng-
ing worldwide, football author-
ities may increasingly face
decisions that balance tradi-
tion with athlete welfare. The
ongoing discussion over hydra-
tion breaks highlights the
broader challenge of adapting
the world’s most popular sport
to changing environmental re-
alities while preserving its
essence.

BCCI Begins Master Plan for 2027 World Gup Under Gill’s Leadership

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) has already set its
sights on the 2027 ICC ODI World
Cup, determined to erase the painful
memories of the 2023 final defeat. De-
spite an unbeaten run throughout the
tournament on home soil, India fell
short in the summit clash, leaving
fans heartbroken. Now, the board is
laying the foundation for a fresh
World Cup campaign with a long-
term strategy aimed at building a
stronger and more balanced team.

BCCI Secretary Devajit Saikia has
revealed that the board has started
preparing a comprehensive roadmap
for the 2027 World Cup, scheduled to
be held in October and November
2027. The focus is on ensuring that
the Indian team gets enough ODI

cricket over the next year and a half,
allowing selectors and coaches to as-
sess players thoroughly and identify
the best combinations for the mega
event.As part of this plan, the upcom-
ing three-match ODI series against
England is being viewed as a crucial
testing ground. Scheduled from July
14 to July 19, the series will provide
an opportunity for the team manage-
ment to evaluate players, experiment
with combinations, and fine-tune
strategies. The board sees this series
as an important step in the new
World Cup cycle.

A key aspect of the preparation is
the close coordination between chief
selector Ajit Agarkar and head coach
Gautam Gambhir. According to BCCI
officials, the selection committee,

coaching staff, and team manage-
ment are all working toward a com-
mon goal. Their focus is not only on
immediate results but also on build-
ing a squad capable of competing
successfully in the 2027 World Cup.
The selectors have already an-
nounced a 15-member squad for the
England series. Senior stars Virat
Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah have re-
tained their places, while young pac-
er Harshit Rana has also earned an-
other opportunity. However, a few
players who featured in recent as-
signments, including Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Harsh Dubey, and Prince
Yadav, have missed out this time,
sparking discussions about the
team's future direction and selection

priorities.

The journey toward the 2027 World
Cup also marks the beginning of a
new era in Indian cricket. Following
the post-2023 transition, Shubman
Gill has taken over leadership re-
sponsibilities from Rohit Sharma
and has already enjoyed a successful
start, guiding India to a 3-0 clean
sweep over Afghanistan.

With a blend of experienced cam-
paigners and emerging talents, the
BCCI is aiming to create a balanced
squad capable of delivering on the
biggest stage. Every ODI series from
now until the World Cup is expected
to play a significant role in shaping
India’s future, as the team embarks
on a carefully planned mission to re-
claim cricket’s most prestigious tro-
phy in 2027.
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Slekha Roy

he teaser of The Red
I Bag, produced by
Harikrishna Somiset-
ty under the Memory Makers
banner and directed by Ravi
Kumar Seerapu, was launched
on Sunday by Andhra Pradesh
Minister T'G Bharath. The film
stars Kabir Singh, Prasad Be-
hara, Raadya, Monika, Sneha
Singh, Akanksha, Eshan
Shankar, Avinash Badal, Bhar-
gavi, Raasi and others in key
roles.

Speaking at the event, Minis-
ter TG Bharath praised the
teaser and expressed confi-
dence in the film's success. He
said the teaser looked out-
standing and hoped the movie
would create a nationwide
buzz. Bharath noted that most
of the film was shot in Kurnool
and appreciated how visually
rich it appeared on screen. He
extended his best wishes to
producer Harikrishna
Somisetty and the entire team.

Director Nageshwar Reddy
lauded the teaser, saying inno-
vative films like The Red Bag
deserve success. He said he
was impressed after watching
the teaser and felt the film
would stand out with its
unique concept. He also hoped
the film would encourage the
producer to back more distinc-
tive projects in the future.
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Director Ravi Kumar Seera-
pu described The Red Bag as a
film that would leave a lasting
impression on audiences. He
said viewers would instantly
recall the movie whenever
they see a red bag after watch-
ing the film. Ravi Kumar re-
vealed that the project came to
him after a 16-year wait and
thanked producer Harikrishna
Somisetty for believing in the
story. He added that the film's
story itself is the hero and that
extensive location scouting
was carried out in Kurnool be-
fore completing the shoot.

Producer Harikrishna
Somisetty thanked everyone
who supported the project and
said the film had shaped up
well. He expressed confidence
that audiences would enjoy the
teaser and support the movie
upon its release.

Actresses Raadya, Akank-
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sha and Monika also shared
their experiences, thanking
the producer and director for
the opportunity and praising
the team's collective effort.
They expressed hope that audi-
ences would connect with the
film and support it after
release.

Director Ahishor, actor Pras-
ad Behara, lyricist Tirupati
and writer Hari Prasad also
spoke at the event, highlight-
ing the film's strong storyline
and emotional depth. Prasad
Behara noted that the film is
not just about a bag but carries
a compelling emotional narra-
tive and engaging drama.

With its intriguing concept
and positive response to the
teaser, The Red Bag is gearing
up for release soon, aiming to
capture the attention of mov-
iegoers with its unique sto-
ryline and emotional appeal.
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Theatre Gave Me MyF
OpportunltySaysVuayD

opular Tollywood actor

Vijay Deverakonda has
spoken about the role theatre
played in shaping his career
and helping him discover his
passion for acting. Reflecting
on his early days in the indus-
try, the actor said theatre pro-
vided him with the opportuni-
ties he needed to develop his
skills and gain valuable
experience.

Vijay revealed that when he
started his journey, he was not
focused on choosing specific
projects or platforms. Instead,
his primary goal was to find
any opportunity that would al-
low him to improve as an actor
and showcase his talent.

According to the actor, those
initial years were driven by a
desire tolearn and grow rather
than by personal preferences.
He explained that every plat-
form and every role mattered
because they helped him
sharpen his craft and gain vis-
ibility in the entertainment
industry.

The ‘Arjun Reddy’ star em-
phasized that theatre had a

profound impact on both his
professional and personal life.
He credited stage performanc-
es with helping him channel
his energy positively and dis-
cover his true passion at a
young age. Vijay believes that
his theatre experience laid the
foundation for the successful
career he enjoys today.

Speaking about the trans-
formative nature of theatre,
Vijay said it allows individuals
to break free from limitations
and express themselves more
openly. He described theatre as
an experience that “unshack-
les” a person and gives them a
sense of freedom, helping
them grow both creatively and
emotionally. The actor’s com-
ments have resonated with
many aspiring performers, as
they highlight the importance
of grassroots artistic experi-
ences in building confidence
and talent. Theatre, he suggest-
ed, offers a unique environ-
ment where actors can experi-
ment, learn, and evolve
without restrictions.

On the professional front, Vi-
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jay Deverakonda is gearlng up
for several exciting projects.
He is set to share screen space
with Rashmika Mandanna in
the upcoming period drama
Ranabaali. The film has gener-
ated considerable buzz, espe-
cially as it marks their first on-
screen collaboration as a
married couple after previous-
ly starring together in Geetha
Govindam and Dear Comrade.

Reports suggest that Rana-
baali is inspired by real inci-
dents from the 1850s that were

Sai DurgaTej Promises Qual

ega hero Sai Durga Tej

has finally addressed
the delay surrounding his
much-awaited pan-India film
Sambarala Etigattu. The actor
clarified that the project is pro-
gressing steadily and assured
fans that the team is focused
on delivering a high-quality
cinematic experience rather
than rushing the release.

Directed by Rohit KP, Sam-
barala Etigattu is produced by
Niranjan Reddy and Chaitan-
ya Reddy. The film stars Aish-
warya Lakshmi as the female
lead, while Jagapathi Babu,
Sai Kumar, and Srikanth play
key roles. Set against the back-
drop of Rayalaseema in the
1980s, the period action drama
revolves around a powerful
tribal leader named Bali who
fights for the rights of op-
pressed tribal communities.

With only a glimpse released
so far, the absence of regular
updates had sparked specula-
tion about possible delays and
issues surrounding the pro-
ject. Responding to these ru-
mors at a recent event, Sai
Durga Tej explained that
evolving audience expecta-
tions have influenced the way
filmmakers approach story-
telling today.

The actor pointed out that
the rise of OTT platforms has
exposed viewers to a wide va-
riety of films and web series
from across the world. As a re-
sult, audiences have become
more knowledgeable about
filmmaking techniques, story-
telling styles, and content
quality. According to Tej, this
shift has made it essential for
filmmakers to be more careful
in selecting and crafting sto-
ries.He emphasized that view-
ers are no longer satisfied with
routine and predictable narra-
tives. To meet their expecta-
tions, filmmakers must focus
on creating fresh and engag-
ing content that offers some-
thing unique. Tej stated that
he is taking extra care with his
projects to ensure they deliver
a memorable theatrical
experience.

Addressing concerns about

allegedly overlooked or mis-
represented in historical re-
cords. The film is expected to
bring those stories to audienc-
es through a compelling
narrative.

Apart from Ranabaali, Vijay
also has an impressive lineup
that includes Janardhana and
VDxShoryuv. With multiple
projects in hand and a growing
fan base, the actor continues to
be one of the most sought-after
stars in the Telugu film
industry.

yCinema
Despite Delay In Sambarala Etigattu

the film's timeline, the actor
made it clear that he prefers
taking additional time if it
means presenting a stronger
and more impactful film. He
assured fans that Sambarala
Etigattu will arrive with solid
content and a fresh cinematic
experience.

The film's music is com-
posed by Ajaneesh Loknath,
known for his work in several
successful pan-Indian films.
With its unique rural back-
drop, strong cast, and ambi-
tious storyline, Sambarala Eti-
gattu continues to generate
curiosity among movie
lovers.

Sai Durga Tej's comments
have reassured fans that the
delay is part of a larger effort
to maintain quality and deliv-
er a film that stands out in to-
day's highly competitive enter-
tainment landscape.

Cocktail 2 Crosses Rs 50 Crore Mark in Opening Weekend

ollywood romantic drama

Cocktail 2, starring Shahid
Kapoor, Rashmika Mandanna,
and Kriti Sanon, has made a
strong impact at the box office by
crossing the Rs 50 crore mark
within its first weekend. Directed
by Homi Adajania, the film was
released on June 19 and has re-
ceived an enthusiastic response,
particularly from younger
audiences.

The movie benefited from a
relatively clear release window,
with no major Hindi films hitting
theatres during the same week-
end. This helped Cocktail 2 at-
tract large crowds, especially in
metro cities and urban centres,
where the film’s modern sto-
ryline, music, and star cast reso-
nated strongly with moviegoers.

Trade analyst Taran Adarsh
highlighted the film’s impressive

performance, noting that only a
handful of Hindi films released in
2026 have managed to cross Rs 50
crore during their opening week-
end. According to the reported
figures, Cocktail 2 earned Rs 14.10
crore on Friday, followed by a sig-
nificant jump to Rs 17.15 crore on
Saturday. The momentum contin-

ued on Sunday with collections of
Rs 18.85 crore, taking the total
first-weekend earnings beyond
Rs 50 crore.

Industry experts believe the
film’s success can be attributed to
its youthful appeal, engaging per-
formances, and strong word-of-
mouth publicity. Shahid Kapoor’s

charismatic screen presence,
combined with the popularity of
Rashmika Mandanna and Kriti
Sanon, has helped draw audienc-
es across multiple regions.The
film’s opening weekend collec-
tions have positioned it among
the biggest Bollywood performers
of the year so far. With positive
audience feedback and limited
competition in the coming days,
trade circles expect the movie to
maintain a steady run at the box
office during its first week.

As the film continues to attract
viewers, all eyes are now on
whether Cocktail 2 can sustain its
momentum and emerge as one of
the highest-grossing Hindi films
of 2026. The strong opening has
certainly given the makers plenty
of reasons to celebrate and has
reaffirmed the box-office pull of
its star-studded cast.

Meher Ramesh Invites Pawan Kalyan to His Daughter’s Wedding

Director Meher Ramesh
recently met Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and actor Pawan Kalyan in
Vijayawada and personally in-
vited him to his daughter’s up-
coming wedding. The meeting
has attracted attention among
fans, with photographs from
the occasion going viral on so-
cial media.

Sharing the pictures online,
Meher Ramesh spoke about his
long-standing relationship
with Pawan Kalyan and de-
scribed their bond as one that
has remained strong over the
years. Recalling a memorable
moment from the past, the di-
rector said that Pawan Kalyan
had attended his wedding in
Vijayawada several years ago
and blessed the couple.

Now, as his daughter pre-
pares to begin a new chapter in

life, Meher Ramesh feels hon-
oured to personally invite
Pawan Kalyan to the wedding
celebrations. He expressed
happiness over meeting the
Deputy Chief Minister and
emphasized that despite the
passage of time and changing
generations, their brotherly re-
lationship has remained
unchanged.

“Years ago, Pawan Kalyan at-
tended my wedding and bless-
ed me. Today, I had the privi-
lege of inviting him to my
daughter’s wedding. Times
may change, and generations
may move forward, but our
bond remains eternal,” Meher
Ramesh said while sharing the
photographs.

The meeting comes shortly
after the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment appointed Meher
Ramesh as the Vice Chairman

of the AP State Film, TV and
Theatre Development Corpora-
tion. Following his appoint-
ment, the director had also met
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu and expressed grati-
tude for the opportunity to
serve the film industry through
the corporation.

Pawan Kalyan, who is bal-
ancing his responsibilities as
Deputy Chief Minister and
leader of the Jana Sena Party,
continues to maintain close
ties with many personalities
from the Telugu film industry.
His meeting with Meher
Ramesh reflected a personal
relationship that has endured
beyond professional and politi-
cal developments.

The photographs from the
interaction have been widely
shared by fans, who appreci-
ated the warmth and mutual

respect between the two. As
preparations for the wedding
continue, the meeting has be-
come a talking point among
both political observers and
cinema enthusiasts, highlight-
ing the strong bond between
the director and the
actor-politician.
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