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"Partnerships Must Be Built on Trust"

: Narendra Modi at G7 Summlt in Evian

Evian, June 16 | TPN Bureau

"India believes that the true
test of partnership is not
what we build for others, but
what we enable others to
build for themselves," said
Narendra Modi while addres-
si ng the Outreach Session at
the G7 Summit in Evian,
underlining the importance
of trust-based global cooper-
ation. Prime Minister Modi
participated in the high-level
summit hosted by Emmanuel
Macron, who welcomed glob-
al leaders to deliberate on
key international challenges.
Modi emphasized that in an
increasingly interconnected
and interdependent world,
rebuilding trust is critical for
meaningful partnerships.

Highlighting India's philoso-
phy of "Vasudhaiva Kutumba
kam" (the world is one fami-
ly), Modi stated that develop-
ment efforts must align with
people's aspirations. He
pointed to initiatives such as

the International Solar
Alliance, Coalition for Disast
er Resilient Infrastructure,
Global Biofuels Alliance,
Mission LiFE, and 'Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam' as examples of
India's people-centric global
engagement.

The Prime Minister stressed
that the world today does not
face a shortage of resources,
but rather a deficit of trust.
He called for moving beyond
the traditional donor-recipi-
ent framework, advocating
instead for equal partner-
ships rooted in dignity and
mutual respect.

On the sidelines of the sum-

mit, Modi held a series of
bilateral meetings with
world leaders. He met Mark
Carney, reviewing progress
in India-Canada relations
and reaffirming commitment
to strengthening ties. In talks
with Keir Starmer, Modi
highlighted the momentum
in India-UK relations, espe-
cially following the recent
trade agreement, and dis-
cussed expanding coopera-
tion.

Modi also held discussions
with Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, focusing on enhanc-
ing the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and

expressing gratitude for the
welfare of the Indian com-
munity in the UAE.

Further engagements includ-
ed meetings with Sanae
Takaichi, Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi, William Ruto, and Lee

Jae-myung. Discussions
focused on strengthening
cooperation in trade, technol-
ogy, innovation, energy, and
people-to-people ties.

Modi reiterated that the
Global South seeks genuine
partnerships rather than
assistance, and called on
nations to "walk together, not
merely alongside one anoth-
er" to address global chal-
lenges collectively.

Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka Assures Relief to Small Contractors

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka on
Tuesday assured small civil
contractors in Telangana
that the state government
would clear their pending
bills in a phased manner and
continue to stand by them
during financial difficulties.
During a meeting held at
Praja Bhavan, representa-
tives of the Builders
Association of India and civil
contractors met the Deputy
Chief Minister and urged the
government to release pend-
ing dues. Responding posi-
tively to their concerns,
Bhatti Vikramarka said the
"People's Government" is
addressing the problems of
small contractors with empa-
thy and commitment.

The Deputy Chief Minister
stated that the Finance
Department has been ensur-
ing regular monthly pay-

ments while considering the
hardships faced by small con-
tractors across the state. He
explained that the govern-
ment is moving ahead with a
clear strategy to gradually
settle pending bills.

"The government under-
stands the challenges being
faced by small contractors
and is committed to clearing
all pending dues in phases,"
Bhatti Vikramarka assured
during the interaction.
Earlier in the day, represen-

tatives of civil contractors
had held discussions with

Roads and Buildings
Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy regarding

their long-pending payment
issues. Later, they met the
Deputy Chief Minister at
Praja Bhavan and briefed
him on the outcome of those
discussions. Following the
meeting, Builders Associati
on of India State Chairman
Ravinder Reddy expressed
satisfaction over the assur-

ance given by the Deputy
Chief Minister. He
announced that the proposed
'Chalo Hyderabad' protest
programme, scheduled for
the 18th of this month, has
been postponed in view of
the government's positive
response.

Ravinder Reddy thanked
Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy, Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka,
and R&B Minister

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

for taking a constructive
approach toward resolving
the issues faced by civil con-
tractors.

He said the association hopes
the phased clearance of
pending bills would provide
much-needed relief to con-
tractors, particularly smaller
firms struggling with finan-
cial stress.

The meeting was attended by
several leaders of the
Builders Association of
India, including National
Vice President V.
Satyamurthy, former
National President S.N.
Reddy, former Vice
Presidents D.V.N. Reddy,
Sugunakar Rao, Bhaskar
Reddy, Santosh Reddy,
Prabhakar, Shyam Reddy,
and others.

The assurance from the state
government is expected to
bring temporary relief to
hundreds of small contrac-
tors awaiting payments for
completed works across
Telangana.

Union Minister Rebuts Revanth Reddy s Metro Funding Allegations

Hyderabad/New Delhi, June
16 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister for Coal and
Mines G. Kishan Reddy on
Tuesday dismissed allega-
tions made by Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy that he
played a role in delaying the
release of funds for the
Hyderabad Metro Rail proj-
ect, stating that the proposed
loan arrangement is solely
between the Telangana gov-
ernment and the Indian
Railway Finance Corporatio
n (IRFC).

Addressing the media in New
Delhi, Kishan Reddy clarified
that he neither intervened in
securing nor blocking the
?13,527-crore IRFC funding
for the Hyderabad Metro
project. He said the agree-

Retired IA

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Retired IAS officer Dr Raman
Rao, who served in key
departments including trans-
port, finance, and mines in
the undivided Andhra
Pradesh government, passed
away on Tuesday. He was 96.
A native of Karimnagar, Dr
Raman Rao was widely
respected for his long and
distinguished career in pub-
lic service, marked by dedica-
tion, administrative integri-
ty, and commitment to social
development.

He completed his education

ment was negotiated and
finalised by the Telangana
government and should not
be politicised.

"The state government itself
finalised the loan agreement.
It is a matter between the
Telangana government and
IRFC," Kishan Reddy said,
strongly denying accusations
levelled against him by the
Chief Minister.

The Union Minister said he
had discussed the matter
with Union Urban Developm
ent Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, who reportedly
expressed concerns that
metro revenues should first
be utilised for operational
and maintenance expenses
before repayment of large
financial liabilities.

Kishan Reddy advised the

N

Telangana government to
develop a sustainable finan-
cial model for the Hyderabad
Metro project and ensure
operational stability before
relying on projected metro
income for loan repayment.

He criticised Revanth Reddy
for making what he
described as politically moti-
vated allegations and ques-
tioned the basis of the accu-
sations.

"Can the Chief Minister iden-
tify even one Union Minister
who asked me to stop funds?"
Kishan Reddy asked, calling
the allegations baseless and
inappropriate for a person
holding a constitutional
office.

The Union Minister stressed
that issues concerning major
infrastructure projects sho
uld be resolved through con-
sultations  between the
Centre and State govern-
ments instead of public criti-
cism.

Defending the Centre's com-
mitment to Telangana, Kisha

n Reddy highlighted that the
Union government had previ-
ously extended ?1,250 crore
support for Hyderabad Metro
Phase-1, besides sanctioning
funds for multiple railway,
highway, and urban infra-
structure projects in the
state. He reiterated that the
BJP-led central government
has consistently supported
Telangana's development irr
espective of political differ-
ences and asserted that halt-
ing development projects
does not align with the
Centre's governance appro
ach. Kishan Reddy further
stated that he had written to
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy on January 15, encour-
aging the Telangana govern-
ment to move forward

with Metro Rail Phase—2P3

Officer Dr Raman Rao Passes Away at 96

at Nizam's College, Hyderaba
d, before joining public serv-
ice and going on to hold sev-
eral important administra-
tive positions in the undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment.

During his career, Dr Raman
Rao served as secretary in
major departments, includ-
ing transport, finance, and
mines, earning recognition
for his efficient administra-
tion and contributions to gov-
ernance. Apart from his offi-
cial responsibilities, he was
known for his efforts toward
improving education and
economic development, par-

ticularly in backward
regions and among weaker
sections of society.

Even after retirement, Dr
Raman Rao remained active-
ly involved in educational
and social service organisa-
tions, continuing his contri-
bution to public welfare.

He played a significant role
in the activities of the
Exhibition Society, serving
in various capacities includ-
ing honorary secretary and
vice-president. He was also
associated with several aca-
demic and professional bod-
ies, including the Economic
Committee and the Osmania

Graduates Association.

Dr Raman Rao is credited
with contributing to the
establishment and promo-

tion of educational institu-
tions in rural and semi-
urban areas, reflecting his
long-standing commitment to

expanding educational
opportunities.
His passing has been

mourned by former col-
leagues, educationists, and
social organisations, who
remembered him as a com-
mitted administrator and a
strong advocate for education
and inclusive development.
Dr Raman Rao's contribu-
tions to public administra-
tion and social upliftment are
expected to be remembered
for years to come.

CM Revanth Reddy Reviews Bullet Train Project,
Warangal Airport Plans

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Tuesday reviewed
the proposed bullet train
project and the design plans
for the Warangal Airport
during a high-level meeting
held at Bodhi Pavilion in
MCR HRD Institute, Hydera
bad. The meeting was attend-
ed by MP Vem Narender
Reddy, Special Chief Secret
ary Vikas Raj, CMO Principal
Secretary Srinivasa Raju,
TGIIC Commissioner Shas
hank, Ranga Reddy District
Collector Narayana Reddy,
and R&B Special Secretary
Praveenya, among other offi-
cials.

During the review meeting
on the proposed high-speed
rail corridor, the Chief
Minister reportedly suggest-
ed several key proposals
aimed at improving connec-
tivity and promoting
tourism.

Revanth Reddy proposed
establishing a railway station
near Ananthagiri in
Vikarabad on the Hyderabad-
Pune railway route and

stressed the need for
improved transportation
facilities connecting

Ananthagiri to Hyderabad's
IT hub to enhance accessibil-
ity for commuters and
tourists.

The Chief Minister also sug-
gested that the proposed
Hyderabad-Bengaluru High-
Speed Railway Line should
include a station at Bharat
Future City, considering its
future development poten-
tial.

In addition, he recommended
planning stations near
Mannanur in the Nallamala
region and Somashila,
emphasizing that tourism
destinations should be con-
sidered while designing the
railway route.

Revanth Reddy reportedly
said Hyderabad, particularly

Shamshabad, should be
developed and recognised as
a major bullet train hub, con-
sidering its strategic connec-
tivity and infrastructure
potential.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed design proposals
for the Warangal Airport,
stressing that the airport
should reflect the rich her-
itage and historical legacy of
the Kakatiya dynasty.

He directed officials to
ensure that the architectural
design of the airport promi-
nently showcases Kakatiya
cultural identity. As part of
the proposed design vision,
the Chief Minister suggested
the construction of a large
island at the airport
entrance.

He recommended installing
statues of Rani Rudrama
Devi, Rudradeva, and a mas-
sive Nandi statue at the
island to highlight
Warangal's historical and
cultural significance.
Officials were also instructed
to hold discussions with
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) officials in New Delhi
regarding the proposed air-
port designs and develop-
ment plans.

The review meeting focused
on integrating infrastructure
development with tourism,
heritage preservation, and
regional economic growth.
Officials are expected to take
forward the proposals after
consultations with relevant
central agencies and techni-
cal experts.

CM Revanth Reddy to
Launch Telangana Puhllc School

S

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy is set to inaugurate the
Telangana Public School
(TPS) campus at Arutla on
Wednesday, marking the
launch of one of the state
government's flagship educa-
tion initiatives.

The Telangana Public School
project, described as the
Chief Minister's dream ini-
tiative, aims to provide high-
quality public education
comparable to corporate edu-
cational institutions through
modern infrastructure, digi-
tal learning, and holistic stu-
dent development.
According to officials, the
Chief Minister will arrive at
the Arutla campus at 9:30 am
and formally inaugurate the
school by unveiling the
Telangana Public School
pylon. He is also scheduled to
tour digital classrooms, sci-
ence laboratories, the library,
sports facilities, dining halls,
and other amenities devel-
oped at the campus.A special
interaction programme with
students, teachers, and
school committee members
has been organised, during
which the Chief Minister
will share breakfast with stu-
dents and seek their feedback
on the school facilities and
educational environment. A
public meeting is also sched-
uled at the venue.

Developed under the supervi-
sion of the state Education
Commission, the Telangana
Public School concept seeks
to strengthen public confi-
dence in government educa-
tion by offering world-class
facilities and English-medi-
um instruction from nursery
to Intermediate level under a

single campus.

The Education Commission,
constituted by the state gov-
ernment, played a key role in
shaping the project. Educati
on Commission Chairman
Dr. Akunuri Murali and
members PL. Visweshwar
Rao, Dr. Charakonda Venkat
esh, and Joshna Shivareddy
contributed to conceptualis-
ing the Telangana Public
School model.

Apart from academics, the
school places emphasis on
sports, cultural activities,
personality = development,
and skill-building. Students
are provided free transporta-
tion, breakfast, lunch, and
evening snacks as part of the
programme.The Arutla cam-
pus features digital class-
rooms, modern laboratories,
spacious playgrounds, a
library, gymnasium, dining
halls, and sports infrastruc-
ture for cricket, football, vol-
leyball, kho-kho, kabaddi,
tennis, and carrom. Specialis
ed sports coaches have also
been appointed.The govern-
ment has deployed five school
buses to transport students
from Arutla and surrounding
villages.Currently, 1,814 stu-
dents are enrolled at the
Arutla Telangana Public
School, including 150 pre-pri-
mary students, 600 in pri-
mary classes, 800 in high
school, and 264 Intermediate
students. Officials said over-
whelming public response
has resulted in admissions
reaching full capacity, with
the school reportedly display-
ing a "No Admission" notice.
The government plans to
establish 100 Telangana
Public Schools in phases,
with Arutla emerging as a
pilot model for future expan-
sion across the state.

CM Writes Open Letter to Union Minister

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has written an open
letter to Union Minister G.
Kishan Reddy, urging the
Centre not to delay approvals
and release of IRFC loan
funds required for the expan-
sion of the Hyderabad Metro
Rail Phase-2 project.

In the letter, the Chief
Minister requested Kishan

Reddy to immediately arran
ge a meeting with Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw to discuss pending
approvals and financial sup-
port for the ambitious metro
expansion.

Highlighting the success of
Hyderabad Metro Phase-1,
Revanth Reddy stated that
the existing 69-km metro net-
work across three corridors
has been serving

commuters P3..
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Surender Reddy Seeks
Telangana Representation in Judiciary

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana High Court
Advocates' Association has
strongly demanded fair rep-
resentation for advocates of
Telangana origin in appoint-
ments to the High Court
Bench, stressing that the
state's voice must be ade-
quately reflected in the judi-
ciaryAt an Extraordinary
General Body Meeting held
at the Telangana High Court
on Monday, members of the
Association  unanimously
resolved to press for greater
representation of deserving
Telangana advocates in judi-
cial elevations. The meeting
was chaired by Association
President S. Surender Reddy
and attended by key office

bearers, including Vice-
President D.L. Pandu,
Secretaries P Shravan

Kumar Goud and K. Niranjan
Reddy, Joint Secretary P.
Krishna Keertana, Treasurer
B. Balaji, Sports and Cultural

Secretary J. Vishnu Vardhan,
along with Executive
Committee members.

During the meeting, senior
advocates expressed concern
over the lack of adequate rep-
resentation of Telangana-ori-
gin legal professionals in
judicial appointments. They
emphasized that the state
possesses a strong pool of
experienced and competent
advocates capable of serving
effectively on the High Court
Bench.

Association leaders stressed

—_ -

that ]ud1c1al appomtments
should not be based solely on
merit but must also reflect
social justice, regional aspi-
rations, and fair representa-
tion of all sections of society.
They argued that Telangana,
which has its own legal,
social, and administrative
identity, deserves equitable
recognition in the process of
judicial appointments.

"The judiciary must reflect
the diversity, aspirations, and
social realities of the people
it serves. Telangana deserves

TELANGANA

its rightful representation on
the Bench," the Association
stated in its resolution.

As part of its efforts, the
Association decided to sub-
mit formal representations
to several constitutional and
political authorities, includ-
ing the Chief Justice of
India, the Supreme Court
Collegium, the Union Law
Minister, the Governor of
Telangana, the Chief
Minister of Telangana, and
leaders of various political
parties. The appeal seeks

transparency, fairness, and
due consideration for
Telangana-origin advocates
in future judicial elevations.
Senior advocates at the meet-
ing said that ensuring
regional representation in
the judiciary would strength-
en public confidence in the
justice system and make it
more inclusive. They main-
tained that appointments
should mirror the aspira-
tions of people from different
regions and communities.

To intensify its demand, the
Telangana High Court Advoc
ates' Association announced
a protest demonstration to be
held at the Telangana High
Court on June 17. The protest
aims to highlight concerns
over representation and call
for a more balanced and
transparent judicial appoint-
ment process.The Associat
ion reiterated that Telanga
na's legal fraternity deserves
fair opportunities and mean-
ingful representation in the
judiciary.

Minister Assures Transparent Fertiliser Supply to Farmers

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Agriculture and Cooperation
Minister Tummala Nageswa
ra Rao on Tuesday assured
farmers that the Telangana
government is committed to
ensuring timely and trans-
parent distribution of fer-
tilisers, including urea, while
extending full support to
farmers during adverse
weather conditions. Particip
ating in the 'Rythu Nestham'
programme, the minister
said the government intro-
duced the Fertili ser App to
simplify urea distribution
and eliminate the need for

farmers to stand in long
queues. Through the app,
farmers can now book urea
from their homes and collect
it at the required time.He
stated that the app is being
continuously upgraded based
on suggestions from farmers,
with the primary aim of
ensuring transparency, relia-
bility, speedy service, and
easy access to fertilisers.

The minister revealed that
Telangana currently has 90.2
2 lakh urea bags in stock,
including 22.67 lakh bags at
retail outlets, 5.56 lakh bags
at cooperative societies, 59.56
lakh bags with Markfed, and
3.56 lakh bags in warehouses.

According to official figures,
4.06 lakh farmers have
booked 13.22 lakh urea bags
through the Fertiliser App,
out of which 11.18 lakh bags
have already been distrib-
uted, accounting for 84.6 per-
cent successful delivery. Mini
ster Tummala said the gov-
ernment has also introduced
a toll-free booking facility for
farmers who do not own sma
rtphones or are unfamiliar
with app usage. The service
is available daily from 10 am
to 5 pm, allowing farmers to
call and complete urea book-
ings with assistance from sta
ff. The minister said the digi-
tal system was introduced to

curb black marketing, illegal
diversion, and mi suse of
urea meant for farmers. He
clarified that only gen uine
farmers with cultivable land
are eligible to purchase urea
under the system. Highlight
ing district-wise perform-
ance, he said Nizama bad dis-
trict topped urea purchases
through the app with 1,39,121
bags, followed by Kamareddy
(71,742 bags), Kumuram Bhee
m Asi fabad (50,638 bags), San
g areddy (34,482 bags), and
Adil abad (33,485 bags). He ap
preciated farmers in Niza
mabad for actively adopting
the digital platform.Tummal
a also cautioned farmers

about changing weather pat-
terns, stating that lower rain-
fall may occur this year due
to the ElNino effect. He advis
ed farmers to seek expert gui
dance on alternative crops if
drought-like conditions
emerge during June and July.
Encoura ging sustainable
farming, the minister urged
farmers to gradually reduce
water-inten sive paddy culti-
vation and shift toward prof-
itable crops such as oil palm.
He reiterated that the govern-
ment considers timely fer-
tiliser supply and support
during climatic challenges as
its resp onsibility toward the
farming community.

Minister Promises to Raise
Pension Demand for Band Artists with CM

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Tourism and Culture
Minister Jupally Krishna
Rao on Tuesday assured that
the Telangana government is
committed to the welfare of
band and instrumental
artists and would take a posi-
tive view on the demand for
pensions for eligible artists.
Addressing the Telangana
State Conference of Band
and Instrumental Artists
held at Sundarayya Vignana
Kendram in Bagh
Lingampally, the minister
said the issue of extending
pensions to deserving artists
would be brought to the
attention of Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy for a
favourable decision.
Speaking as the chief guest
at the event, Jupally Krishna
Rao acknowledged the signif-
icant contribution of band
and instrumental artists to
Telangana's cultural and
social life. He said these
artists have played an impor-

tant role in festivals, Jatras
social movements, and cul-
tural programmes across the
state.

The minister also recalled
the contribution of band and
instrumental artists during

the Telangana statehood
movement, noting that their
participation helped

strengthen public mobilisa-
tion and cultural identity
during the agitation.

He emphasized that preserv-

Minister Attends

Sangareddy, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Medical and Health Minister
Damodar Rajanarsimha and
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) President
Bomma Mahesh Kumar
Goud participated as chief
guests in an awareness and
training camp organised for
Booth Level Agents (BLASs)
on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Sangareddy con-
stituency.

The programme focused on
creating awareness among
party workers and BLAs
regarding the voter list revi-
sion process, aimed at ensur-

ing an accurate and updated
electoral roll.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Damodar
Rajanarsimha emphasized
the importance of every
party worker understanding
the SIR process in detail. He
said the revision exercise
plays a key role in strength-
ening democracy by ensur-
ing eligible voters are includ-
ed while removing duplicate
or ineligible entries from the
voter list.

During the training session,
leaders provided guidance on
thoroughly reviewing voter
lists, identifying eligible vot-
ers for inclusion, deleting
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' ing traditional arts nd sup-

porting artists who have car-
ried forward cultural prac-
tices for generations is the
responsibility of the govern-
ment. Assuring support to
the artist community, he said
the government is respond-
ing positively to their con-
cerns and demands and
remains committed to resolv-
ing the issues faced by them.
Jupally Krishna Rao further
called upon band and instru-
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mental artists to actlvely par
ticipate in the proposed
"Prabhata Bheri" pro-
gramme, which the state gov-
ernment plans to launch to
promote social awareness
and address social evils.

He said the initiative aims to
strengthen social conscious-
ness and bring positive
change in society, adding that
the cooperation of artists
would be crucial to make the
programme successful.

"The role of cultural artists
is invaluable in spreading
awareness among people.
Their participation in pro-
grammes aimed at social
reform will create a greater
impact," the minister said.
The conference witnessed
participation from band and
instrumental artists from
various districts of
Telangana, representatives
of artists' associations, and
prominent personalities
from the cultural sector.
Among those present at the
event were Arunodaya
Cultural Federation Chairpe
rson Vimalakka and former
minister Srinivas Goud,
along with several cultural
activists and representatives
of artists' groups. The gath-
ering focused on welfare
measures, recognition, and
long-pending demands of
band and instrumental
artists, with participants
expressing hope for positive
action from the government
regarding pension benefits
and livelihood support.

duplicate or ineligible
names, and correcting
errors in voter details.
Participants were also
briefed on the proce-
dures

involved in
updating electoral
records effectively.
The minister urged
party workers and
Booth Level Agents to
actively participate in
the revision process
and remain vigilant to
ensure that every eli-
gible citizen receives
. j voting rights without

discrepancies.

TPCC

*Bomma
Kumar

President
Mahesh
Goud also
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Telangana Martyrs Memorial Visited by
Movement Activists Identification Committee

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana Movement Ac
tivists Identification Commit
tee visited the Telangana
Martyrs Memorial 'Amarajyo
thi' in Hyderabad and anno
unced plans to begin phased
consultations from June 23 to
identify individuals who
actively participated in the
Telangana statehood move-
ment.Committee members
toured various sections of
the Amarajyothi memorial
complex, including the spe-
cially designed audio-visual
room, to review facilities and
arrangements at the site.
Later, a committee meeting
was held at the Amarajyothi
premises under the leader-
ship of Committee Chairman
K. Keshava Rao. The meeting
was attended by Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, Govern
ment Whip and MLC Addan
ki Dayakar, MLC Kodan
daram, former MLC Ramulu
Naik, Mothe Shobhan Reddy,
and other members.

As part of the process to
identify Telangana move-
ment activists, the committee
decided to conduct consulta-
tions with various sections of
society beginning June 23 at
the Amarajyothi centre. The
discussions will include rep-
resentatives of Student Joint
Action Committees (JACs),
artists, writers, public organ-
isations, advocates, doctors,
and other stakeholder group
s.Committee members said
the consultations aim to gath-
er views, suggestions, and
recommendations to estab-
lish a transparent and inclu-
sive framework for identify-
ing activists who participat-

ed in the Telangana state-
hood movement between 2001
and 2014.The committee
decided to hold extensive dis-
cussions with movement wel-
fare committees, representa-
tives of public organisations,
and various sections associ-
ated with the Telangana agi-
tation, while maintaining a
non-political approach to the
process.Officials stated that
the phased consultations
would help collect inputs nec-
essary to formulate fair crite-
ria for recognising activists
who contributed to the move-
ment for a separate Telang
ana state.To ensure greater
transparency and wider par-
ticipation, the committee
announc ed that suggestions
and representations would be
accepted through both online
and offline modes.As part of
the online process, a dedicat-
ed website will be launched
to receive feedback and appli-
cations. For offline submis-
sions, special officers will be
appointed to collect represen-
tations from movement
activists and record relevant
details and opinions.
Committee members said the
initiative is intended to cre-
ate a structured and trans-
parent mechanism to recog-
nise the contributions of
individuals and organisa-
tions that played a role in the
Telangana statehood move-
ment.

The move is expected to gen-
erate significant interest
among Telangana movement
activists and associated
organisations across the
state, many of whom have
long sought formal recogni-
tion for their participation in
the statehood struggle.

BJP Holds Statewide Cadre Training Camps

Ahead of Future Polls

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
conducting Prashikshan Varga
(training camps) for party work-
ers across all districts as part of
the national Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya Prashikshan Maha-
Abhiyan 2026, aimed at strength-
ening organisational structure
and preparing cadres for upcom-
ing elections.The BJP's two-day
residential training programme,
conducted once every three years,
focuses on ideological, organisa-
tional, technological, governance,
and communication-related aspec
ts for party workers.According to
party leaders, district-level camps
are being organised under a
structured training module,
mostly at remote and outskirts
locations, featuring 14 to 15 ses-
sions covering 12 major topics.
Senior leaders associated with
the party and ideological organi-
sations, along with subject expert
s, addressed participants during
the sessions. Telangana BJP
President N. Ramchander Rao,
senior BJP leader Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy, and Telangana BJP affairs
in-charge Sunil Bansal and
Abhay Kumar Patil also partici-
pated in various training
camps.The programme includes
sessions on BJP ideology, party
history, cultural nationalism,
integral humanism, and the phi-
losophy associated with the RSS-
BJP framework. Workers are also
being trained on governance-
related topics, including welfare
schemes such as PM Awas Yojana
and Ujjwala Yojana, along with

highlighted the significance
of maintaining transparent
and error-free voter rolls,
stressing that accurate elec-
toral data is essential for fair
democratic representation.

The programme witnessed
participation from several
senior Congress leaders and
public representatives.
Among those present were
Member of Parliament
Suresh Shetkar, Narayan
khed MLA Dr. Sanjeeva
Reddy, Telangana Industrial
Infrastructure Corporation
Chairperson Nirmala
Jaggareddy, senior Congress
leader Turpu Jayaprakash
Reddy (Jagga Reddy),
Patancheru Assembly con-

discussions on public policy and
administration.Technology-
based modules focus on the use of
artificial intelligence (AI) for
report preparation, graphic
design, digital communication,
PowerPoint presentations, and
data mapping to improve organi-
sational efficiency.Special empha-
sis is also being placed on com-
munication skills, including
media handling, television
debates, public speaking, social
media outreach, and political
messaging.Election strategy ses-
sions include booth-level manage-
ment, strengthening Shakti
Kendras, countering opposition
narratives, and expanding the
party's organisational
base.Speaking on the importance
of the programme, Telangana
BJP President Ramchander Rao
said cadre training is an integral
part of the BJP's organisational
culture and helps improve ideo-
logical clarity, discipline, and
commitment among workers.

He said the party conducts train-
ing programmes from mandal to
state level once every three years
and claimed that such structured
cadre development distinguishes
the BJP from other political par-
ties.According to party leaders,
training sessions have already
been completed in 875 out of 950
mandals across Telangana. MPs,
MLASs, MLCs, district office bear-
ers, state executive members, and
senior party leaders participated
in the programme.The BJP lead-
ership believes the ongoing train-
ing initiative will help prepare
the organisation for upcoming
municipal corporation elections
and the 2028 Telangana Assembly
elections.

SIR Awareness Camp for Booth-Level Agents

stituency Congress in-charge
Kata Srinivas Goud, Neelam
Madhu Mudiraj, and other
district-level party leaders.
Leaders at the event reiterat-
ed the need for coordinated
efforts to ensure that deserv-
ing voters are not left out of
the electoral rolls and that
inaccuracies are addressed
promptly.

The awareness
camp forms part of a broader
effort to educate Booth Level
Agents on their responsibili-
ties during the Special
Intensive Revision process
and strengthen voter regis-

tration and verification
mechanisms in the con-
stituency.
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Union Minister Rebuts Revanth Reddy"s CMWrites Open Letter to Union Minister

Metro Funding Allegations

continued

and expressing readiness to
hold discussions involving
state officials to resolve tech-

nical and financial concerns.
Welcoming dialogue, he said
he is prepared to meet the
Chief Minister and urban
development officials to sort

out pending issues and
ensure progress on the metro
expansion project.

The minister concluded by
reaffirming his commitment

POLITICS

to Telangana's infrastructure
growth and urged construc-
tive cooperation between the
Centre and State for timely
execution of major projects.

Jana Sena Telangana State Office to Be Inaugurated

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Jana Sena Party has
announced the inauguration
of its new Telangana State
office in Hyderabad on June
19, marking a significant
development for the party's
activities in the state.

The newly established office
will be inaugurated at
Manikonda in Hyderabad on
Friday, June 19, at 11:08 am.
Party leaders have extended
an open invitation to Jana
Sainiks, Veera Mabhilas,
party leaders, supporters,
and well-wishers from across
Telangana to attend the event
and make it a grand success.
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According to party represen-
tatives, the opening of the
new Telangana State office is
expected to strengthen

organisational activities and
improve coordination among
party cadres in the state. The
event is likely to witness the
participation of senior party
leaders, activists, and sup-
porters from different dis-
tricts.

The office is located at 8-1-
246/2, near Malkam Che
ruvu, Manikonda, Hydera
bad, Telangana.

Party leaders said the inau-
guration reflects Jana Sena's
efforts to expand its political
presence and organisational
network in Telangana. They
expressed confidence that
the new office would serve as
a key centre for party pro-
grammes, meetings, and pub-

lic outreach initiatives.
Supporters and party work-
ers have been urged to partic-
ipate in large numbers and
contribute to the success of
the programme.

The announcement has gen-
erated enthusiasm among
Jana Sena supporters, espe-
cially party activists and fol-
lowers across Telangana,
who view the inauguration
as an important step in
strengthening the party's
activities in the region.

The party concluded its invi-
tation message with the slo-
gans "Jai Telangana" and
"Jai Hind," calling upon
cadres to actively take part in
the occasion.

Harish Rao Calls CM's Agriculture Review an ‘Eye Wash’

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Senior BRS leader and for-
mer minister T. Harish Rao
on Tuesday criticised Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy's
review meeting on the agri-
culture department, calling
it a "mere eyewash" aimed at
diverting attention from
what he described as the
Congress government's
attempt to gradually with-
draw crop bonus benefits for
farmers.

In a statement issued here,
Harish Rao questioned
whether the review meeting
was conducted to impose
fresh restrictions on farmers
and reduce the government's
financial burden in paying
crop bonuses.

He alleged that the Congress
government had failed to
honour its election promise
of providing a ?500 bonus for
all crops, claiming that the
commitment had been dilut-
ed in phases.

"The Congress promised a
7500 bonus for all crops in its
election manifesto. Later, it
restricted the benefit to 33
varieties of fine paddy and
now eligibility has reported-
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ly been reduced to just seven
varieties. This exposes the
government's intention to
evade its promise to farm-
ers," Harish Rao said.
The former minister also
raised concerns over farmers
who had already prepared
nurseries for paddy varieties
based on previous govern-
ment announcements. He
questioned what support
would be extended to those
farmers if they are excluded
from the revised crop bonus
criteria.
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Criticising the government's
crop diversification cam-
paign, Harish Rao claimed
that several farmers who fol-
lowed official advice to culti-
vate alternative crops such
as maize, sorghum, sun-
flower, soybean, and ground-
nut had suffered losses.

He demanded clarity from
the government on whether
these crops would be pro-
cured at the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and
whether farmers would be
protected from financial dis-

tress.

"What guarantee does the
government provide that
farmers cultivating alterna-
tive crops will not be aban-
doned as happened in the
previous season?" he asked.
Harish Rao further alleged
that the Chief Minister's
agriculture review failed to
address several pressing
issues affecting the farming
community, including Rythu
Bharosa financial assistance,
crop bonus payments, crop
insurance, and Rythu Bima
schemes.

The BRS leader also reiterat-
ed his earlier allegation
regarding an alleged ?2,000-
crore scam in the procure-
ment of supplies for Gurukul
schools, demanding account-
ability from the state govern-
ment.

His remarks come amid
ongoing political exchanges
between the ruling Congress
and the opposition BRS over
farmer welfare, agricultural
policies, and implementation
of election promises.

The state government is yet
to officially respond to
Harish Rao's latest allega-
tions.

HC Allows Diploma Students to
Appear for Supplementary Exams

Hyderabad,June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Telangana High Court
on Tuesday directed educa-
tion authorities to allow two
diploma students to appear
for the supplementary exam-
inations scheduled from
June 18, offering relief to the
students who had challenged
the decision barring them
from the exams.

Juvvadi Sridevi ordered the
authorities to permit the stu-
dents to write the June 2026
supplementary examina-
tions after hearing their plea
against the decision of the
education board.

The petitioners argued that
they had been permitted to
attend regular classes, inter-

nal examinations, and practi-
cal sessions, but were later
denied permission to appear
for the supplementary exam-
inations. They contended
that medical grounds cited
by some students and techni-
cal difficulties affecting
attendance had not been ade-
quately considered by the
authorities.The students fur-
ther claimed that the rigid
enforcement of attendance
requirements without
accounting for exceptional
circumstances was arbitrary
and unfairIn a separate
development, N. Tukaramji
stayed proceedings in a
divorce case filed by a
Muslim husband before the
Principal Family Court. The
court observed that the legal

question of whether such a
divorce petition was main-
tainable under the Family
Courts Act and Muslim
Personal (Shariat) Law
required detailed examina-
tion.The case was filed by a
woman challenging the valid-
ity of the divorce proceed-
ings initiated by her hus-
band. Her counsel argued
that under Muslim Personal
Law, a husband generally
does not require court inter-
vention for dissolution of
marriage and that no statuto-
ry framework exists for such
petitions before family
courts. The High Court
directed respondents to file
their replies and granted an
interim stay on further pro-
ceedings.

Meanwhile, Renuka Yara
directed the Southern Power
Distribution Company of
Telangana Limited to restore
electricity supply to a stone
crusher unit premises in
Rangareddy district, citing
hardship faced by quarry
workers residing there.
However, the court restra
ined the company operating
the premises from resuming
quarrying or stone-crushing
activities. The petitioner had
argued that workers staying
at the site were suffering due
to lack of electricity after
quarry operations had
already ceased. The court
ordered immediate restora-
tion of power while main-
taining restrictions on indus-
trial activity.

continued

efficiently. However, due to
rapid urban expansion and
population growth, the
Telangana government sub-
mitted proposals to the
Centre for Phase-2, which
includes seven corridors
spanning 122.9 km at an esti-
mated cost of ?38,595 crore.
The Chief Minister
explained that the state gov-
ernment had constructively
addressed objections raised
by the Union Urban
Development Ministry
regarding differences in the
implementation structure
between Metro Phase-1 and
the proposed Phase-2.

To ensure the metro system
functions under a unified net-
work, the Telangana govern-
ment took the "extraordinary
decision" to take over Metro
Phase-1 operations, he said.
According to the Chief
Minister, the takeover
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process involves 715,000 crore
in financial transactions,
including ?1,461.47 crore for
equity purchase and
?13,538.53 crore for refinanc-
ing project debt. He noted
that the process was carried
out transparently through a
committee formed by the
state government, which also
included a nominee from the
Centre.

Revanth Reddy further stated
that the Indian Railway
Finance Corporation (IRFC)
had completed due diligence
and approved the loan agree-
ment for the project. The
Telangana government has
already provided a govern-
ment guarantee, accepted
direct debit arrangements
through the RBI, paid an
upfront fee of ?84.32 crore,
and deposited ?1,461.47 crore
equity into an escrow
account.

Despite fulfilling all condi-
tions, the Chief Minister

MLA KP Vivekanand

hy Congress

Quthbullapur, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Political tensions resurfaced
in Quthbullapur constituen-
cy on Monday after senior
Congress leader Aleti
Srinivas launched sharp crit-
icism against MLA KP
Vivekanand, alleging that he
did not secure electoral victo-
ries through genuine public
support.

Addressing a media interac-
tion, Aleti Srinivas, a
Congress leader from
Pragathi Nagar Division,
accused MLA KP Vivekanand
of weakening the Congress
Party and misleading people
to emerge victorious in elec-
tions. He claimed that despite
publicly projecting himself
as a three-time MLA,
Vivekanand had allegedly
resorted to political tactics
that influenced electoral out-
comes.Srinivas further
alleged that phone tapping
was carried out involving for-

mer political leader Kolanu
Hanumantha Reddy and his

family members, claiming
that political developments
and public discussions were
monitored to gain political
advantage. He accused the
MLA of misleading the elec-
torate rather than winning
solely based on public trust
and support.

The Congress leader stated
that despite electoral set-
backs, the party leadership
has continued to remain
among the people, identifying
constituency-level issues and
working toward their resolu-
tion. He said Congress lead-
ers have been consistently
fighting for public concerns,
which, according to him, is
gradually increasing public
support for the party. Expres
sing confidence in the party's
future prospects, Srinivas
said the Congress Party woul
d certainly emerge victorious
in the coming elections and
provide better service to the

expressed concern that the
first instalment of the loan,
expected on June 15, 2026, has
not yet been released.
Clarifying that Telangana is
not seeking any grant or
donation, Revanth Reddy
stressed that the state is only
requesting the release of
sanctioned loan funds as per
the agreement.

He urged Kishan Reddy, as a
senior Union Minister from
Telangana, to intervene and
ensure timely release of
IRFC funds while supporting
the approval of Metro Phase-
2 as a 50:50 joint venture
between the Centre and the
State.

The Chief Minister also stat-
ed that if approvals are
delayed, Telangana is pre-
pared to move forward with
the project using its own
resources and institutional
loans, provided necessary
clearances are granted with-
out further delay.

Criticised

Leader

people. He maintained that
the public would respond
appropriately to what he
described as the MLA's politi-
cal approach.He strongly con-
demned the alleged political
methods adopted by MLA KP
Vivekanand and asserted
that voters in the constituen-
cy would deliver a fitting
response in due course.

The remarks have triggered
discussion in political circles
across Quthbullapur, once
again intensifying the war of
words between rival political
groups in the constituency.
Several Congress leaders and
party activists participated
in the media meeting, includ-
ing Dr. Maddi Narayana
Reddy, Guduru  Murali
Krishna, Prashanth Reddy,
Madhusudhan Reddy, Subbu,
Surendra Yadav, and Rafit.
No immediate response was
available from MLA KP
Vivekanand regarding the
allegations at the time of
reporting.

NMC Begins Inspections for

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
begun inspections of govern-
ment medical colleges in
Telangana following propos-
als for a significant increase
in undergraduate (UG), post-
graduate (PG), and super-spe-
ciality medical seats across
the state.

The Directorate of Medical
Education (DME) has submit-
ted proposals seeking expan-
sion of seats in several gov-
ernment-run medical col-
leges, while multiple private
medical colleges, particularly
in Hyderabad, have also
applied for additional UG and
PG seats to meet the growing
demand for medical educa-
tion.

Officials said four state-run
medical colleges have sought
approval for an additional 110
undergraduate seats and 465
postgraduate seats. As part of
the proposed UG expansion,

government medical colleges
in Mahbubnagar and
Siddipet have requested an
increase of 25 seats each, tak-
ing the intake from 175 to 200.
Similarly, Adilabad and
Nizamabad medical colleges
have applied for an increase
of 30 seats each, raising
admissions from 120 to 150
seats.

The move comes after the
NMC initiated seat enhance-
ment procedures earlier this
year, before withdrawing
restrictions on MBBS seats
beyond 150 in April. The com-
mission also removed the
requirement of maintaining
aratio of 100 MBBS seats per
10 lakh population in states
and Union Territories, open-
ing the way for greater
expansion.According to offi-
cials, the NMC has already
completed physical inspec-
tions at Siddipet and
Mahbubnagar government
medical colleges. Inspection
reports are expected to be
submitted digitally within

Medical Seat Expansion

the next two months.

A senior official stated that
colleges with adequate infra-
structure and faculty
strength were encouraged by
the NMC to apply for seat
enhancement. Accordingly,
proposals covering under-
graduate, postgraduate, and
super-speciality programmes
have been submitted.

During inspections, NMC
teams reportedly conducted
detailed verification of insti-
tutional facilities and opera-
tions, including outpatient
and inpatient services, facul-
ty strength, infrastructure,
workload, hostel facilities,
human resources, depart-
mental performance, statuto-
ry records, and birth and
death registers.Officials
expressed confidence that the
expansion, if approved,
would significantly strength-
en medical education infra-
structure in Telangana and
increase opportunities for
aspiring medical students
across the state.
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Sports Minister Inaugurates

HSBC Rugby Premier League

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Sports  Minister  Vakiti
Srihari on Tuesday inaugu-
rated the HSBC Rugby
Premier League at the
Gachibowli Stadium in
Hyderabad, marking the
beginning of a major sport-
ing event aimed at promoting
rugby and strengthening
India's sports ecosystem.The
minister attended the inau-
gural ceremony as the chief
guest and extended his con-
gratulations to players,
coaches, officials, franchise
owners, partners, and fans
who gathered for the
league.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vakiti Srihari
expressed happiness that
GMR Sports selected
Hyderabad as the venue for
hosting the Rugby Premier
League and said the event
would help boost the popular-
ity of rugby in the
countryThe minister noted

that the participation of six
men's teams and four
women's teams in the league
is an encouraging develop-
ment, not only for rugby but
also for the growth of
women's sports in
India."This is a significant
step forward for rugby and
women's participation in

HSBC

RUGBY
PREMIER

sports.  Such
inspire young athletes and
strengthen India's sporting
culture," he said.Vakiti
Srihari also appreciated the
collective efforts of all stake-
holders involved in organis-
ing the event, including GMR
Sports, Rugby India, fran-
chise owners, sponsors,

platforn?
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broadcasters, and
partners.He made special
mention of the contributions
of sports administrator and
actor Rahul Bose, acknowl-
edging his role in promoting
rugby in India and support-
ing the successful conduct of
the league.The minister reit-
erated that the Telangana

government remains com-
m1tted to supporting every
initiative that promotes
sports, inspires young ath-
letes, and strengthens the
country's sporting ecosys-
tem."The Telangana govern-
ment will always stand in
support of efforts that
encourage sports develop-
ment and motivate youth to
pursue excellence in athlet-
ics," he stated.The event wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from sports officials
and organisers. Among those
present were SATS
Chairman Shivasena Reddy,
Managing Director Sony
Bala Devi, and other organis-
ers associated with the
league. The hosting of the
HSBC Rugby Premier League
in Hyderabad is expected to
give a major push to rugby in
Telangana and  inspire
greater participation among
young sportspersons in the
state.

Road Work Controversy Erupts in Krushi Colony

Quthbullapur, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

A controversy has surfaced
over alleged irregularities in
the construction of a cement
concrete (CC) road in Krushi
Colony under the 292 Saibaba
Nagar Division of Kompally
Circle in Quthbullapur, with
residents raising concerns
over unauthorized work, lack
of transparency, and possible
violations of engineering
norms.

According to local residents,
CC road works were carried
out in the colony around 2 am
on June 15. While two inter-
nal sub-road works were
reportedly part of the
approved project, an addi-
tional 20-feet stretch of road
was allegedly laid without
any official approval, trigger-
ing questions about who
authorized the work and
under what circumstances it
was undertaken.

Residents questioned
whether the additional road
construction was carried out
independently by the con-
tractor or with the knowl-
edge of concerned engineer-
ing officials. Government
works, they pointed out, are
usually executed strictly
according to approved esti-

mates, which specify the road
length, material require-
ments, and construction
boundaries.

Locals demanded clarity on
how extra material for the
additional road stretch was
procured and whose instruc-
tions led to the work being
extended beyond the sanc-
tioned limits.

Further allegations have
emerged regarding the quali-
ty of the construction.
Residents claimed that the
additional CC road was laid
directly on mud without com-
pleting underground
drainage work, excavation,

gravel filling, or base prepa-
ration.

They argued that standard
procedures such as leveling,
gravel bedding, and drainage
arrangements are mandato-
ry before laying a CC road to
ensure durability and quali-
ty. However, in Krushi
Colony, the work was alleged-
ly completed overnight with-
out following these basic
engineering practices.
Residents also alleged that
despite objections from
colony members, the con-
struction work continued
uninterrupted. They ques-
tioned the urgency behind

conducting the work during
midnight hours instead of
carrying it out transparently
in the presence of local resi-
dents.The silence of
Kompally Circle engineering
officials over the matter has
further fueled suspicions.
Locals questioned whether a
contractor could proceed
with government-funded
road work without official
approval or whether there
had been lapses in monitor-
ing by authorities.

Critics say the incident rais-
es larger concerns about
accountability and quality
control in public infrastruc-

ture projects.

Residents have demanded a
thorough inquiry into the
matter and strict action
against both the contractor
and officials found responsi-
ble if any violations are
established. They warned
that poor oversight and lack
of transparency in govern-
ment works could lead to
misuse of public funds and
compromise infrastructure
quality.

The issue has now sparked
widespread discussion in the
locality, with residents
demanding answers from the
authorities.

Minister Assures Review of Free RTC Travel for NEET Students

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

NSUI State President Venkat
Swamy and student leaders
met Transport Minister Pon
nam Prabhakar at the State
Secretariat on Tuesday and
urged the government to pro-
vide free RTC bus travel for
students appearing for the
NEET examination sched-
uled to be held again on June
21.The student representa-
tives requested the minister
to extend free transportation
support to candidates who
will be reappearing for the
medical entrance examina-
tion, citing the burden on stu-
dents and parents.During the
meeting, NSUI leaders said
students have been forced to
take the examination once
again due to issues surround-
ing the NEET examination

process and appealed to the
state government to support
candidates by allowing free
travel in RTC buses on the
examination dayResponding
to the request, Minister Ponn
am Prabhakar said the state
government would positively
consider the proposal and ass
ured that the matter would be
brought to the attention of
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy for a decision."The Pra
ja Palana government will ce
rtainly take this issue to the
Chief Minister and examine
the possibility of a positive
decision," the minister repor
tedly said during the interac-
tion.NSUI leaders also criti-
cised the Central govern-
ment, alleging that adminis-
trative failures led to irregu-
larities in the NEET exami-
nation process, resulting in
students having to appear for

the test again.They argued
that students should not suf-
fer due to circumstances
beyond their control and
stressed that transportation
support would help ease
logistical and financial diffi-
culties for candidates travel-
ling to examination centre s .
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The meeting highlighted con-
cerns over the challenges
faced by NEET aspirants and
the need for government
intervention to ensure smoot
h access to examination cen-
tres.The request for free RTC
travel is expected to be
reviewed by the state govern-

Loa)
J,:;, W
I N /

o

ment ahead of the June 21
examination date.Student
leaders express ed hope that
the government would take a
favourable decision in the
interest of students and pro-
vide relief to candidates
preparing for the examina-
tion.

HCA Faces Contempt Plea Over Delay in Implementing High Court Order

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Hyderabad Cricket
Association (HCA) is facing a
contempt petition in the
Telangana High Court over
alleged failure to implement
a court order related to the
recovery of honoraria paid to
appointees selected in viola-
tion of the association's bye-
laws.The contempt petition
has been filed by Acrylic
Cricket Club and its secre-
tary Chitti Sridhar, who
alleged that the HCA failed to
comply with a High Court

judgment delivered on May 2,
2025, concerning irregular
appointments made within
the association.

The petition names HCA
Vice-President Sardar Dalje
et Singh, Joint Secretary T.
Basava Raju, and Councillor
Sunil Agarwal as respon-
dents. The Telangana High
Court is expected to hear the
contempt plea later this
week.According to the peti-
tioners, the High Court had
earlier set aside several
internal appointments made
by certain HCA office-bear-
ers, ruling that the appoint-

ments were contrary to the
association's bye-laws.While
the court protected the enti-
tlement of the appointees to
receive honoraria for servic-
es rendered, it had specifical-
ly directed that any pay-
ments made should be recov-
ered from the personal
accounts of the office-bear-
ers responsible for making
the alleged illegal appoint-
ments.The amount involved
is reportedly worth several
crores of rupees.In the con-
tempt affidavit, the petition-
ers argued that despite near-
ly a year passing since the

judgment, no meaningful
steps had been taken by the
HCA to identify, quantify, or
recover the amounts paid as
honoraria.The petition stat-
ed that "no steps whatsoever"
had been initiated to enforce
the court's recovery direc-
tive, raising concerns over
continued non-
complianceThe petitioners
further pointed to subse-
quent developments within
the HCA, including criminal
proceedings, arrests, and sus-
pensions involving some
office-bearers, arguing that
these developments made

implementation of the
court's order even more
urgent.They contended that
the continued inaction by the
HCA amounts to deliberate
disobedience of judicial
directions and undermines
the authority of the High
Court.The contempt plea
seeks action against the con-
cerned officials for allegedly
failing to implement the
court's order and ensure
compliance with the recov-
ery process.The matter is
expected to come up for hear-
ing before the Telangana
High Court later this week.
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SHO Gaddam Mallesh Honours
Auto Driver for Rescuing
Mlssmg Chlldren

Quthbu]lap, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

In a heartwarming incident
reflecting humanity and
social responsibility, an auto
driver helped reunite two
missing children with their
parents in the Jeedimetla
police station limits on
Monday.

The incident occurred near
Gandhi Nagar Bus Stop
under the jurisdiction of
Jeedimetla Police Station in
Quthbullapur at around 11
am. Two young boys from
Bihar, identified as Adhar
and Shivansh, were found
wandering alone after report-
edly getting separated from
their parents.

Auto driver Srikanth, who
noticed the children in a dis-
tressed and unattended con-
dition, acted responsibly and
took immediate steps to
ensure their safety. Showing
compassion and presence of
mind, he safely brought the
children to the Jeedimetla
Police Station and informed
the authorities.

Following this, Jeedimetla
police personnel gathered
details about the children
and launched efforts to trace
their family members. Police
circulated photographs and
information about the chil-
dren through various
WhatsApp groups and other
communication channels to
locate their parents.

Within a short time, the
police successfully identified
the parents of the children
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and contacted them The
relieved parents arrived at
the police station, where the
children were safely handed
over to them.

The timely response of both
the auto driver and police
officials helped prevent any
untoward incident and
ensured the children were
reunited with their family
without delay.

Appreciating the humanitar-
ian gesture and responsible
conduct of the auto driver,
Jeedimetla Station House
Officer (SHO) Gaddam
Mallesh felicitated Srikanth
with a shawl at the police sta-
tion and commended him for

his kindness and civic
responsibility.
Police officials praised

Srikanth for setting an exam-
ple by acting swiftly in a sen-
sitive situation rather than
ignoring the matter. Local
residents and onlookers also
appreciated his timely inter-
vention, saying his actions
reflected humanity and con-
cern for public welfare.

The incident has drawn
praise from the public, with
many lauding the combined
efforts of the auto driver and
Jeedimetla police in ensur-
ing the safe return of the
children to their worried par-
ents.Officials urged citizens
to remain alert and extend
help whenever children or
vulnerable persons are found
in distress, emphasizing that
timely action can make a sig-
nificant difference in ensur-
ing safe

MLC Malka Komuraiah Attends
Excellence Awards 2026

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Pallavi Engineering College
(PEC), in association with
Telangana People's Voice,
organised the "Excellence
Awards 2026" and Academic
Merit Felicitation Ceremony
in a grand manner at the col-
lege campus in Kuntloor,
Hyderabad, on Tuesday.

The programme honoured
meritorious students from all
33 districts of Telangana who
secured top marks in the
Intermediate Public
Examinations. A total of 256
outstanding students were
felicitated with Excellence
Awards-2026 medals in recog-
nition of their academic
achievements.

The event was attended by
several distinguished guests,
including Pallavi
Engineering College
Chairman and MLC Malka
Komuraiah, Telangana Peopl
e 's Voice President Kalam
Madhusudhan Reddy, BIS
Telangana State Resource
Person Gandhari Prabhakar,
Telangana High Court advo-
cate Kalam Janardhan Reddy;,
noted agricultural scientist
Y. Venkateswara Rao, motiva-
tional speaker and author
Akella Raghavendra, Horticu
lture Officer B. Manga, col-
lege advisor Professor SGS
Murthy, Executive Director
Dr. Malka Naveen Kumar,
Management Representative
Beerelli Kamalakar, media
representatives, and other
dignitaries.Speaking on the
occasion, MLC Malka Komur
aiah said India is emerging
as one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world and
emphasized that the future of
the nation lies in the hands of
youth. He highlighted India's
rich heritage, culture, intel-

lectual strength, and young
population, expressing confi-
dence that the country would
become a global leader in the
coming years.

He said under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India has achieved
rapid progress across sectors
and earned global recogni-
tion. Encouraging students
to clearly define their goals,
he advised them to combine
hard work with smart work
and effectively utilise tech-
nology to achieve success.
Recalling the message of for-
mer President Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, Komuraiah urged
students to dream big and
work tirelessly to transform
their aspirations into reality.
He encouraged them to con-
tribute not only to personal
success but also to society,
the state, and the nation.
Telangana People's Voice
President Kalam Madhusudh
an Reddy said recognising
talent through such pro-
grammes inspires youth to
strive for excellence while
instilling social responsibili-
ty and positive values.M oti-
vational speaker Akella
Raghavendra delivered an
inspiring speech, encourag-
ing students to develop self-
confidence, determination,
and discipline to accomplish
their goals. He motivated stu-
dents to emerge as role mod-
els in society through dedica-
tion and perseverance.The
organisers said the pro-
gramme reflected their com-
mitment to nurturing talent,
promoting academic excel-
lence, and shaping future
leaders. College administra-
tors, faculty members, and
non-teaching staff were
appreciated for their efforts
in successfully organising
the event.
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Minister Receives Ujjaini
Mahankali Bonalu 2026 Schedule

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The schedule for the 2026
Bonalu celebrations at Sri
Ujjaini Mahankali
Devasthanam in
Secunderabad was formally
submitted to Transport and
BC Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar by temple chair-
man and priests on Tuesday.

According to temple authori-
ties, the annual Ashada
Bonalu festivities will com-
mence with the Ghatotsavam
(Edurukolu) on July 19, 2026
(Sunday) at 4 pm, marking
the ceremonial beginning of
the celebrations.

The main Bonalu festival at
the historic Sri Ujjaini
Mahankali Temple will be
observed on August 2, 2026
(Sunday), with rituals sched-
uled to begin at 4 am.
Thousands of devotees are
expected to participate in the
traditional celebrations,
which are among the most
prominent religious events in
Telangana.

Gayatri

Adilabad District, June 16 |
TPN Bureau

The 2026-27 academic year
commenced on a spiritual
note at Saraswati Shishu
Mandir School in Ichoda
mandal headquarters of
Adilabad district, where a
Gayatri Homam was conduct-
ed to mark the beginning of
the new session.

The school organised the
inaugural ceremony in a
grand manner, with prayers
offered for students to receive
quality education, imbibe
good values, and achieve suc-
cess in life. As part of the tra-
ditional practice followed at
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
schools, a Gayatri Yagna was
performed seeking divine
blessings for the students'
bright future.

The programme was formal-
ly inaugurated by school
patron Smt. Gatla Shailaja
Srinivas, who lit the ceremo-

The Rangam programme, a
key spiritual event associated
with Bonalu festivities, will
be conducted on August 3,
2026 (Monday) at 8:30 am.
This will be followed by the
Gajavahana procession of
the Goddess, expected to
begin around 10:30 am.

Temple priests informed the
minister that a massive
turnout of devotees is expect-
ed not only from across
Telangana but also from
neighbouring states during
the Ashada Jatara. In view of
the anticipated crowd, they
urged the government to
ensure adequate arrange-
ments and provide all neces-
sary facilities for devotees,
including security, sanita-
tion, transport, drinking
water, and crowd manage-
ment measures.Responding
to the request, Minister Ponn
am Prabhakar assured full
government support for the
Ashada Bonalu celebrations
and stated that all necessary
measures would be taken to
ensure the smooth conduct of

the festival. The minister said
a review meeting with offi-
cials and the Endowments
Department Minister would
soon be held to discuss
arrangements related to the
Bonalu festivities. He
assured that the government
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is committed to making elab-
orate arrangements for the
convenience and safety of
devotees attending the cele-
brations. Sri Ujjaini Mahank
ali Temple in Secunderabad
holds immense religious sig-
nificance, and its Bonalu cel-

il
ebrations attract lakhs of
devotees every vyear. The
annual festival is observed
with devotion, cultural fer-
vour, and traditional rituals,
making it one of Telangana's
most celebrated spiritual
events.

omam Marks New Academic Year at

Saraswati Shishu Mandir

nial lamp. Addressing the
gathering, she said the
Gayatri Homam is conducted
every year at the beginning of
the academic session to
invoke blessings for students
to excel in academics and
develop strong moral values.
She emphasized the impor-
tance of education combined
with discipline and good
character, stating that stu-
dents should strive to grow
into responsible citizens
while pursuing academic
excellence.

Special prayers were offered
during the Homam seeking
the blessings of Goddess
Saraswati and Goddess
Lakshmi for the welfare, wis-
dom, and prosperity of the
students. Organisers prayed
that divine grace would guide
students throughout the aca-
demic year and help them
achieve higher goals.
Extending her best wishes to
students for the new academ-

Sajjanar Urges Motorists to Update
Vahan Details to Avold E-Challan Penalties

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

V.C. Sajjanar has urged all
vehicle owners in Hyderabad
to immediately update their
mobile numbers and email
IDs on the Central govern-
ment's official Vahan portal
to ensure timely receipt of
traffic e-challans and impor-
tant alerts. Issuing a public
advisory on Tuesday, the Po
lice Commissioner said the
initiative is aimed at improv-
ing communication between
the traffic police and moto
rists through SMS, Whats
App, and email notifications.
According to him, the depart
ment is increasingly relying
on digital platforms to send
traffic violation challans and
pre-notifications directly to
vehicle owners.

Sajjanar explained that man
y motorists often fail to
receive e-challan notifica-
tions due to outdated or
incorrect contact informa-
tion registered in the Vahan
system. As a result, they
unknowingly delay pay-
ments, which can lead to the
accumulation of penalties
and additional fines.

He stressed that vehicle own-
ers must immediately regis-
ter or update their current
mobile numbers and email
addresses to avoid such
inconveniences and stay
informed in real time about
traffic violations and other
updates.

Motorists can update their
details through the official
Vahan portal of the Ministry
of Road Transport and

Highways.

Vahan Portal

The Police Commissioner
also highlighted an impor-
tant legal aspect related to e-
challans. He said that under
government regulations, any
e-challan sent to the mobile
number or email ID regis-
tered on the Vahan portal
will be legally considered as
"deemed to be served" to the
vehicle owner. Therefore,
claims of not receiving noti-
fications may not be legally
valid if the registered details
are outdated or incorrect.
Sajjanar advised citizens not
to be negligent in updating
their contact information
and appealed to motorists to
strictly follow traffic rules
and behave as responsible
road users. He said keeping
details updated would help
prevent unexpected fines
and ensure smoother com-
munication with enforce-
ment authorities.

ic year, Shailaja Srinivas
encouraged them to study
with dedication and disci-
pline and bring recognition
to the school through aca-
demic and personal achieve-
ments.

School Principal Santosh
Kumar, along with teachers
Usha Rani, Bharati, Sujatha,
Manjula, Kavitha, and
Sindhuja, participated in the
programme. School patrons,
parents, and students also
attended the event in large
numbers.

The event concluded in a
devotional atmosphere, with
participants expressing hope
that the new academic year
would bring success, knowl-
edge, and positive growth for
students.Organisers said
such traditional ceremonies
not only mark the beginning
of academic activities but
also help instill cultural val-
ues and discipline among stu-
dents from an early age.

Tension Erupts During Kavitha's
"Boggubayi’ Programme at Singareni Mine

Mancherial, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

Tension prevailed during a
programme organised by Tel
angana Rakshana Sena chief
Kavitha at an underground
coal mine in the Srirampur
area of Mancherial district
on Tuesday after police repo
rtedly stopped her and party
workers from entering the
mining premises.

The incident occurred at the
RK-7 mine in Srirampur, whe
re Kavitha had planned to
conduct a programme titled
'Boggubayi' and interact with
workers.According to
reports, police prevented
Kavitha, party cadre, and
labour union leaders from
entering the mine premises,
leading to brief tension at the
location.

Despite police resistance,

Kavitha and Telangana
Rakshana Sena workers
allegedly pushed through the
gates and entered the mining
area to continue the pro-
gramme.Speaking on the
occasion, Kavitha alleged
that the Singareni manage-
ment was repeatedly
obstructing their programme
and preventing them from
holding a gate meeting with
workers.

"We have the right to conduct
a gate meeting along with
workers. Singareni authori-
ties are stopping us at every
step," she said.Kavitha
accused the Singareni man-
agement of failing to provide
even basic drinking water
facilities to workers and
alleged that this amounted to
a violation of human rights.
She further claimed that
workers were being harassed

by management under the
pretext of security concerns.
Referring to remarks alleged-
ly made regarding extremist
presence in forest regions,
Kavitha stated that "there are
no 'annalu’ (extremists) in the
forests," adding that support-
ers of such struggles are also
part of her party.

She warned that if workers
continue to face difficulties
due to the actions of the man-
agement, her party would not
remain silent and would pur-
sue the matter legally if
required.

The incident led to temporary
tension near the mine prem-
ises, though the situation was
later brought under control.
The Singareni management
and police officials are yet to
officially respond to the alle-
gations made during the pro-
gramme.

Hyerabad, une 16 | TPN
Bureau

Members of the Akhil Bhara
tiyva Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) on Tuesday staged a
protest at the Directorate of
School Education office in
Saifabad, demanding imme-
diate resolution of issues
affecting government schools
and action against alleged fee
hikes by private and corpo-
rate educational institutions.
A large number of ABVP
activists participated in the
demonstration, raising slo-
gans against what they
described as the State gov-
ernment's failure to address
key concerns in the school
education sector.

The protesters urged the gov-
ernment to strengthen public
education infrastructure and
curb what they termed "fee
extortion" by private and cor-
porate schools.

Speaking during the protest,
ABVP National Executive
Council member Jeevan
expressed concern over what
he alleged were attempts to
close government schools
instead of improving them.
"It is unfortunate that efforts
are being made to shut gov-
ernment schools without
strengthening them," he said,
calling for urgent reforms to
improve educational stan-
dards and infrastructure.
Jeevan demanded that the
State government introduce
a Fee Control Act to regulate
excessive fee collection by
private and corporate
schools. He also urged
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ABVP Protests Over
Govt School Issues, Fee Hike

authorities to take immedi-
ate action against institu-
tions allegedly burdening
parents with high fees.

The student organisation fur-
ther demanded strict imple-
mentation of the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, along
with immediate filling of
vacant teaching and non-
teaching posts in schools.
ABVP leaders said vacancies
in positions such as Mandal
Education Officers (MEOs)
and District Education
Officers (DEOs) should be
filled without delay to
improve administrative func-
tioning in the education sec-
tor. The protesters also
sought better infrastructure
in government schools,
including provision of basic
facilities and construction of
permanent buildings for
Gurukul schools. Addition
ally, the student body dema
nded effective implementa-
tion of the National Educa
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, stat-
ing that educational reforms
should be executed in a way
that benefits students across
the State. ABVP warned that
if the government fails to
address the concerns raised
by students and educational
institutions, the organisation
would intensify its agitation
across Telangana.The
protest highlighted growing
concerns over the condition
of government schools and
rising education costs in pri-
vate institutions, with stu-
dent groups demanding
immediate intervention from
the State government.

i ACB Arrests Deputy Director

Narahari in Assets Case

Hyderabad, June 16 | TPN
Bureau

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) has arrested Sunkari
Narahari, Deputy Director of
Lands and Survey Departme
nt, in a disproportionate asse
ts case after conducting
searches at multiple loca-
tions and allegedly uncover-
ing properties and invest-
ments worth over ?150 crore
in market value.According to
ACB officials, simultaneous
searches were conducted at
10 locations, including
Narahari's residence, as part
of the investigation into alle-
gations of possessing assets
disproportionate to known
sources of income.During
the raids, officials reportedly
recovered ?1.54 crore in cash
from Narahari's residence.
The agency also identified
fixed deposits worth ?5.04
crore and ?2.29 crore in bank
accounts, officials said. The
searches further revealed 1.3
kilograms of gold ornaments
and approximately 8 Kilo-
grams of silver articles,
besides the existence of two
bank lockers in the name of
his wife and a car, according
to the ACB.

Investigators also traced sev-
eral immovable properties

allegedly linked to Narahari
and his family members.

The ACB stated that
Narahari owns five open
plots in Ranga Reddy district,
1.24 acres of agricultural
land in Maheshwaram, and
an apartment in
Puppalaguda.In  addition,
officials identified two flats
in an apartment complex at
Narsingi, another flat in
Rajendranagar, a G+3 build-

ing in TNGO Colony,
Gachibowli, and a three-
storey building in

Chatrinaka.According to
official valuation records,
the total value of the seized
and identified assets stands
at approximately ?13.05
crore. However, ACB officials
estimated that the current
open market value of the
properties exceeds 7150
crore.The agency has taken
Narahari into custody and
further investigation is
underway to ascertain the
full extent of the assets and
financial transactions linked
to the -case.Officials said
additional scrutiny of docu-
ments, bank records, and
property details is being car-
ried out as part of the ongo-
ing investigation into the dis-
proportionate assets allega-
tions.

MP Dharmapuri Arvind, MLA Sanjay Kumar Spar Over Politics

Jagtial, June 16 | TPN

Bureau

Political exchanges surfaced
during the inauguration of a
new Palle Dawakhana build-
ing at Dharmajipet village in
Raikal mandal of Jagtial dis-
trict, with Nizamabad MP
Dharmapuri Arvind and Jag
tial MLA Dr. Sanjay Kumar
trading remarks over devel-
opment, party politics, and
government funding. Partic
ipating in the programme
alongside MLA Dr. Sanjay
Kumar, MP Dharmapuri

Arvind remarked that it had
become difficult to identify
which leader belongs to
which political party in
Jagtial district.Speaking at
the public meeting, Arvind
said the Central government
sanctioned ?20 lakh for the
construction of the rural
health centre, while the State
government contributed only
?3 lakh.He urged political
leaders not to politicise devel-
opment activities and sug-
gested that money spent on
leaders' flex banners could
instead be utilised for

improving public healthcare
infrastructure. The MP also
criticised the State govern-
ment's urea app, alleging that
farmers are facing inconven-
ience due to its implementa-
tion and demanded that the
system be withdrawn.After
speaking briefly for around
two minutes, Arvind report-
edly left the event, citing
other commitments .Respond
ing to the MP's comments,
MLA Dr. Sanjay Kumar criti-
cised Arvind for allegedly
not following protocol at the
event and said he had waited

for nearly two-and-a-half
hours for the MP to attend
the programme. The MLA
claimed that out of every ?100
collected by the Centre from
Telangana through GST, only
?41 is returned to the State in
the form of funds.He defend-
ed the State government's
decision to introduce the ur
ea app, stating that it was
brought in due to reduced
urea allocation from the
Centre and to streamline fer-
tiliser distribution among
farmers.Dr. Sanjay Kumar
also accused the MP of

speaking with arrogance and
remarked that he would even
consider taking Congress
party membership if neces-
sary for the development of
his constituency.The MLA
further announced ?2 lakh
from his constituency devel-
opment funds for the newly
inaugurated Palle Dawakha
na.The exchange between the
MP and MLA drew attention
at the event, reflecting grow-
ing political tensions over
development and governance
issues in the region.
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Stop Being a Vote Bank. Start Being 77

OPINION

a Governance Consumer

India’s youth unemployment crisis, a crashing rupee, and collapsing exam sys-
tems demand one shift: from identity politics to governance accountability.

We are a nation of 1.5 billion
people — the largest demo-
graphic powerhouse on Earth,
packed with brilliance and mil-
lions of young minds capable
of rewriting the global future.
Yet we are trapped in a heart-
breaking paradox.

Our leading political parties,
across the spectrum, remain
hyper-fixated on rearview-mir-
ror politics — weaponing caste
and religious fault lines for
prime-time ratings — while
the actual future of Indian
youth silently bleeds out. Iden-
tity politics does not build sta-
ble economies. It does not cre-
ate jobs, stabilize currencies,
or build meritocracies. And
the data makes that cost bru-
tally clear.

The Economics of
Heartbreak

Youth unemployment in In-
dia sits at a staggering 15.3%,
peaking at nearly 18.7% for
educated young women (CMIE,
2024). The Indian Rupee has
fallen to historic lows, eroding
middle-class purchasing power
and crushing the dream of
sending a child abroad for
higher education.

Most damaging of all is the
collapse of our national exami-
nation infrastructure. The 2026
NEET-UG paper leak, which
compromised over 2.2 million
students and triggered a multi-
state Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) probe. A re-ex-
amination has been
ordered— it is not an isolated
scandal. It is a systemic symp-
tom. Behind every leaked ex-
amination paper, a student
who missed birthdays, skipped
celebrations, and spent hours
and days preparing for a future
that was sold in a backroom
deal, the state has broken its
most fundamental contract
with its youth.

These are not abstract statis-
tics. They are the daily lived
reality of millions who did eve-
rything right and failed
anyway.

From Vote Bank to
Governance Consumer

The oldest trick in the politi-
cal playbook is divide and rule.
But inflation, a crashing cur-
rency, toxic air quality, and
broken exam boards do not
check your caste or religion be-
fore ruining your life. The mo-
ment a generation internalizes
that truth, the game changes.

You are not a vote bank to be
unlocked every five years. You
are a Governance Consumer —
and you must start demanding
a premium product. Treat po-
litical parties the way you treat
bad service providers: if they
consistently fail to deliver, they
do not deserve your loyalty, re-
gardless of the identity they
wave in front of you.

A Blueprint, Not Just a
Dream

A dream without a blueprint
is just a hallucination. Here is
where the agenda must be
snatched back:

e Enforce transac-
tional accountability. Vote on
delivery — job creation, exami-

nation integrity, currency sta-
bility. Nothing else. Build
scorecards, track promises,
and publish results.

® Flood the system
with educated professionals.
Civil services, local govern-
ance, and corporate policy bod-
ies need an influx of ethically
uncompromising young
minds. Systemic corruption
cannot survive professional
scrutiny from within.

e Demand examina-
tion reform now. Push for an
independent, statutorily insu-
lated National Testing Author-
ity with mandatory audits, de-
centralized question banks,
and criminal liability for leaks
— not just ministerial
apologies.

° Weaponized eco-
nomic unity. Build cross-
caste, cross-community coali-
tions around shared economic
grievances. A farmer’s debt
crisis and a graduate’s unem-
ployment are the same politi-
cal failure wearing different
faces.

We have every right to dream
of a globally respected, eco-
nomically prosperous India.

But playing along with manu-
factured cultural wars while
the currency hits record lows
and exam systems collapse is
no longer an innocent pastime
— it is collective negligence.
Look away from the screens
showing manufactured
social wars. Look directly

at the governance infra-
structure. Lock arms across
every artificial barrier of
caste and creed — and
unapologetically claim the
future that belongs to us.

Fouzia Tarannum

Youth Mentor

There was a time when the
birth of a girl child was met
with quiet concern, largely
driven by economic pressures
and societal expectations. To-
day, that fear has taken on a far
more disturbing dimension. It
is no longer just about finan-
cial burden or social customs—
it is about safety, survival, and
dignity. Parents now dread
raising daughters in a world
where danger lurks not in the
shadows alone, but in plain
sight, often disguised behind
familiar faces.

Modern parenting has become
an exercise in constant vigi-
lance. Families find themselves
trapped in a painful dilemma:
should they encourage their
daughters to dream, grow, and
explore freely, or should they pri-
oritize shielding them from a so-
ciety increasingly plagued by
moral decay? The anxiety is re-
lentless, fueled by daily reports
of unspeakable crimes commit-
ted by individuals who are, dis-
turbingly, often educated and so-
cially integrated.

This raises an uncomfortable
question—what has education
truly achieved if it fails to instill
empathy, respect, and basic hu-
man decency? Once, such acts of
brutality were attributed to out-
laws and bandits. Today, the per-
petrators are not outsiders to
civilization; they are very much
apart of it. If education does not
cultivate character, then what
purpose does it serve?

The scale and nature of these
crimes are deeply unsettling.
Sexual violence no longer targets
a specific age group; it spares no
one—from infants to elderly
women. The brutality often ex-
tends beyond the act itself, cul-
minating in murder, as if to
erase evidence rather than con-
front guilt. These are not crimes
of impulse alone; they reflect a
deeper sickness that society has
failed to address.Equally dis-
turbing is the silence and stigma
that follow. Victims and their
families are often burdened with
an abstract notion of “honor,”
pushing them into isolation,
shame, and in extreme cases, de-
spair. Instead of rallying around
survivors with support and jus-
tice, society frequently com-
pounds their trauma with judg-
ment and blame.
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In many discussions, mis-
placed narratives emerge—ques-
tioning a woman’s attire or be-
havior as contributing factors.
But what explanation can possi-
bly justify the assault of a child?
What logic defends the violation
of innocence? Such arguments
only reveal the depth of denial
and the urgent need for societal
introspection.

High-profile cases—from Nirb-
haya to Disha, from Manipur to
recent incidents involving mi-
nors—spark outrage, protests,
and demands for justice. Yet, be-
neath these visible reactions lies
a grim reality: countless cases go
unreported, unnoticed, and un-
resolved. Candlelight marches
may symbolize collective grief,
but they cannot substitute sys-
temic change.

The failure is not just legal,
but cultural. While laws such as
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act ex-
ist, their implementation often
falls short. The absence of swift
and certain punishment weak-
ens deterrence, allowing perpe-
trators to act with alarming con-
fidence. Justice delayed, in such
cases, becomes justice denied—
not just for the victim, but for so-
ciety as a whole.At the same
time, the influence of media, cin-
ema, and digital platforms can-
not be ignored. Content that ob-
jectifies women or normalises
problematic behaviour contrib-
utes subtly yet significantly to
shaping attitudes. Stronger regu-

en Fear Replaces Freedom.: A
Soclety Failing Its Girls

lation and responsible storytell-
ing must become part of the so-
lution, not an afterthought.

Ultimately, the question re-
mains: what kind of society are
we becoming? One where girls
grow up in fear, constantly aware
of threats? Or one that ensures
their right to live freely, safely,
and with dignity?The answers
lie not in isolated reforms, but in
collective responsibility. Laws
must be strengthened and en-
forced without compromise. Ed-
ucation must go beyond academ-
ics to instill values. Families
must raise sons with as much
care for empathy as for achieve-
ment. And society must shed its
silence, confronting uncomfort-
able truths head-on.

Because until every girl can
step out without fear, progress
remains an illusion—and justice,
an unfulfilled promise.

Radhakrishna Karri

Poet & Writer

When Algorithms Teach, Who Will Nurture Creativity?
Why Arts Education Matters More Than Ever

In classrooms across India, a
quiet transformation is under-
way. Artificial Intelligence (AI)
tools are helping students
write essays, solve mathemati-
cal problems, summarize les-
sons, and even generate ideas.
These technologies promise
unprecedented access to
knowledge and greater effi-
ciency in learning. Yet, amid
this technological progress, a
deeper question deserves our
attention: What happens to hu-
man creativity when thinking
itself begins to be
outsourced?

As someone trained in Bhara-
tanatyam and having per-
formed in over a hundred stage
productions, I have experienced
a very different kind of learn-
ing one that no algorithm can
replicate. Classical arts are not
merely extracurricular activi-
ties or cultural showcases. They
are rigorous systems of knowl-
edge that cultivate discipline,
memory, emotional intelli-
gence, perseverance, and
originality.

The Slow Learning That
Builds Deep Thinking

In an age that celebrates
speed, the arts remind us of the
value of patience.

Learning Bharatanatyam,
Carnatic music, or storytelling
traditions such as Harikatha
and Burrakatha demands years
of immersion. Students do not
simply consume information;
they embody it. Every move-
ment, rhythm, expression, and
gesture requires practice, re-
flection, and refinement.

A dancer must internalize
rhythm, interpret emotion, and
translate abstract ideas into
movement. A musician must
listen deeply, improvise within
structure, and respond intui-
tively. These processes develop
focus, resilience, creativity, and

problem-solving abilities, quali-
ties that emerge only through
sustained engagement and can-
not be downloaded or
automated.

The arts teach learners how
to think, not merely what to
think.

Al Efficiency Versus
Human Originality

Al tools can generate answers

in seconds. However, instant an-
swers often bypass the intellec-
tual struggle that leads to genu-
ine understanding and insight.

When students become overly
dependent on Al-generated out-
puts, they risk losing the habits
of questioning, experimenting,
imagining, and discovering.
Creativity thrives not in con-
venience, but in curiosity. Inno-
vation emerges from explora-
tion, mistakes, and

persistence.

This is not an argument
against Al On the contrary, Al
has enormous potential to de-
mocratize learning and en-
hance productivity. The chal-
lenge lies in maintaining
balance.

If educational systems begin
to prioritize speed and output
over process and depth, we may
produce a generation that is
highly efficient yet less origi-

nal, less empathetic, and less
capable of independent
thought.

Arts as a Parallel
Education System

India already possesses a
powerful and time-tested paral-
lel education system in its artis-
tic traditions. Yet these tradi-
tions often remain undervalued,
treated as hobbies rather than

essential pathways for learning
and development.

What if we re-imagined edu-
cation to include meaningful
and sustained engagement with
the arts?

For students, arts education
enhances memory, concentra-
tion, emotional expression, and
self-confidence.

For teachers, the arts provide
interdisciplinary tools that can
make complex concepts more
engaging and accessible.

For policymakers, arts-based
learning offers a culturally
rooted and cost-effective ap-
proach to strengthening cogni-
tive, social, and emotional de-
velopment. Countries that
invest in arts-integrated educa-
tion consistently report strong-
er outcomes in creativity, criti-
cal thinking, collaboration, and
communication skills, increas-
ingly recognised as indispensa-
ble in the age of Al

A Call to Parents,
Educators, and
Policymakers

Parents today often prioritise
coding classes, competitive ex-
aminations, and technical
skills, believing these alone will
secure their children's future.
While such skills are impor-
tant, a child trained only to op-
timise answers may struggle to
ask meaningful questions.

Educators must move beyond
token cultural programmes and
occasional performances. Arts
education should be integrated
into the curriculum with seri-
ousness, continuity, and
purpose.

Policymakers, too, must rec-
ognise that preserving and pro-
moting traditional arts is not
merely an act of cultural con-
servation. It is an investment in
human capability.

In a world increasingly
shaped by artificial intelli-

gence, the uniquely human
qualities of imagination, empa-
thy, interpretation, and creativ-
ity will become even more
valuable.

The Future Needs Both
Technology and
Tradition

The choice before us is not be-
tween Al and the arts. It is be-
tween passive consumption and
active creation. Technology can
expand access to information,
but the arts help us make mean-
ing of that information. Al can
generate content, but it cannot
replace the human capacity for
imagination, emotion, and cul-
tural expression. If Al repre-
sents the pinnacle of computa-
tional intelligence, then the arts
represent the depth of human
intelligence. A truly future-
ready education must nurture
both. As India embraces the op-
portunities of the digital age, it
must also safeguard the tradi-
tions that cultivate creativity,
character, and wisdom. Because
in the end, while machines may
generate content, it is human
beings who create meaning.

Kum. CVS Nischay

Bharatanatyam practition-
er, student &
advocate for arts-integrated
education
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LoC Blast Injures Four Soldiers in Rajourd, Third Incident in a Week

Four Indian Army person-
nel, including a Junior Com-
missioned Officer (JCO),
were injured in a blast near
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir's Ra-
jouri district on Tuesday,
marking the third such inci-
dent along the border in the
past week.

According to reports, the
explosion occurred during a
routine patrol in the
Nowshera sector of Rajouri.
The injured soldiers were im-
mediately evacuated from the
area and airlifted to the Ar-
my's Command Hospital in
Udhampur for specialized
treatment. Their condition is
reported to be stable.

The exact cause of the blast
remains unclear, as the Army
has not yet issued an official

statement regarding the inci-
dent. However, a senior Army
officer indicated that all three
recent explosions along the
LoC were accidental in na-
ture.The latest blast comes
amid heightened concern fol-
lowing a series of similar in-
cidents along the border. On
June 9, two soldiers lost their
lives in an accidental grenade
explosion near Kamalkote in
the Uri sector of north Kash-
mir. The deceased soldiers
were identified as Sowar
Chavan Vikram Balkrishna
and Sapper Jadhav Arjun Ra-
jendra. The Army's Chinar
Corps paid tribute to the fall-
en soldiers, praising their
courage, dedication and sac-
rifice in service to the
nation.

Just three days later, on

Kailash Yatra Begins via Nathula Route  Tamil Nadu Ex

The first batch of pilgrims
for the 2026 Kailash Mansaro-
var Yatra through the Nathula
Pass route arrived in Gangtok
on Monday, marking the offi-
cial commencement of one of
India's most revered spiritual
pilgrimages.

The group comprises 44 pil-
grims, including 32 men and 12
women, accompanied by liai-
son officers, support staff, and
medical teams. The pilgrims
represent a diverse cross-sec-
tion of the country, coming
from states such as Bihar, Har-
yana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Delhi, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Odisha.

According to Lukendra Ra-
saily, Chairman of the Sikkim
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration (STDC), the batch re-
flects the national character of
the yatra, bringing together
people from different regions,
age groups, and backgrounds.
He said extensive arrange-
ments have been made to en-
sure the comfort, safety, and
health of all participants.

Delhi accounts for the high-
est number of pilgrims in the
first batch with 11 participants,
followed by Maharashtra with
six. The remaining pilgrims
are distributed among various
states across the country.

To prepare pilgrims for the
challenging high-altitude con-
ditions of the Himalayan re-
gion, authorities have sched-
uled a comprehensive four-day
acclimatisation programme.
The programme will be con-

ducted at Gangtok, 15th Mile,
and Sherathang, allowing par-
ticipants to gradually adapt to
reduced oxygen levels and var-
ying weather conditions before
crossing into Tibet.

Following the acclimatisa-
tion phase, the pilgrims will
proceed to Hangu Lake and
subsequently cross the Nathula
Pass into the Tibet Autono-
mous Region of China on June
20. From there, they will travel
through Gyangze, an impor-
tant transit town on the route
to the sacred destinations of
Mount Kailash and Lake
Mansarovar.

Rasaily stated that a total of
ten batches, each comprising 50
pilgrims, are scheduled to un-
dertake the yatra through the
Nathula route this year. Alto-

June 12, two more soldiers
were injured in another blast
in the Poonch sector along
the LoC. As in the latest inci-
dent, conflicting reports
emerged regarding the na-
ture of the explosion, and no
official clarification was is-
sued by the Army.The series
of blasts has raised questions
about operational safety and
the circumstances surround-
ing these incidents, although
military officials maintain
that the explosions were acci-
dental. Security agencies are
likely to examine the causes
to prevent similar occurrenc-
es in the future.Adding to the
tense security environment,
reports of firing were re-
ceived from the Balakote area
of the Mendhar sector in
Poonch district on Sunday.

gether, around 500 pilgrims are
expected to participate in the
pilgrimage via this route dur-
ing the 2026 season.

Many pilgrims described the
journey as a once-in-a-lifetime
spiritual opportunity. They ex-
pressed excitement and devo-
tion as they prepared to em-
bark on the sacred pilgrimage,
which holds immense religious
significance for Hindus, Bud-
dhists, Jains, and followers of
the Bon faith.

The Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra is regarded as one of the
most spiritually fulfilling jour-
neys in the world, attracting
devotees who seek blessings,
inner peace, and a deeper con-
nection with their faith amid
the majestic Himalayan
landscape.

Mamata Challenges
Bhabanipur Verdict

Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chief Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday moved the Calcutta
High Court challenging the re-
sult of the Bhabanipur Assem-
bly constituency election, in
which she was defeated by
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Suvendu Adhikari.

The election petition was
filed before the Calcutta High
Court, seeking judicial scruti-
ny of the poll outcome from the
high-profile constituency that
had long been considered a
stronghold of Banerjee. Sourc-
es within the Trinamool Con-
gress said the party chief per-
sonally visited the High Court
registry to affirm the petition
and complete the necessary le-
gal formalities.

The Bhabanipur Assembly
election attracted national at-
tention as it featured a direct
contest between two of West
Bengal's most prominent po-
litical figures. In the final re-
sults declared after the count-
ing of votes on May 4, Adhikari
emerged victorious, defeating
Banerjee by a margin of 15,105
votes.

The defeat marked a signifi-
cant setback for Banerjee, who
has been one of the most influ-
ential political leaders in West
Bengal for over a decade. Bha-
banipur had previously been
associated closely with her po-
litical career and electoral suc-
cess, making the BJP's victory

in the constituency particular-
ly noteworthy. While the spe-
cific grounds of the election
petition have not yet been
made public, such petitions
generally seek a judicial re-
view of electoral procedures,
counting processes, or alleged
irregularities during the con-
duct of elections. The High
Court is expected to examine
the petition and determine
whether the matter warrants
detailed hearings.

The 2026 West Bengal Assem-
bly election witnessed a major
political shift in the state. The
BJP secured a decisive man-
date, ending years of Trina-
mool Congress dominance in
the state legislature. Following
the party's victory, Suvendu
Adhikari was sworn in as the
first BJP Chief Minister of
West Bengal.

Adhikari's rise to the state's
top political office represents a
remarkable transformation in
West Bengal politics. Once a
senior Trinamool Congress
leader and a close associate of
Banerjee, he later joined the
BJP and emerged as one of its
most prominent faces in the
state.Political observers be-
lieve the legal challenge could
add a new dimension to the
post-election political land-
scape in West Bengal. The out-
come of the petition may at-
tract significant attention from
both political parties and the
public, given the stature of the
leaders involved and the sym-
bolic importance of the Bhaba-
nipur constituency.

The Calcutta High Court is
expected to take up the matter
in the coming weeks as legal
proceedings begin.

While some reports suggest-
ed a possible ceasefire viola-
tion, no official statement
was released by the Army re-
garding the incident.

Meanwhile, security forces
continue Operation Sherawa-
li in Rajouri district, a large-
scale counter-terrorism op-
eration that has been
underway for nearly three
weeks. The operation aims to
track down a group of terror-
ists believed to be active in
the region.

The recent string of inci-
dents underscores the contin-
uing challenges faced by secu-
rity forces deployed along the
sensitive Line of Control,
where vigilance remains high
amid ongoing security opera-
tions and cross-border
tensions.

In a major relief measure for
the farming community, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay on Tuesday announced a
full waiver of crop loans up to
Rs 75,000 availed through coop-
erative banks between May 1,
2025, and February 28, 2026.
The decision is expected to
benefit approximately 14.43
lakh farmers across the state
and provide a significant boost
to the agricultural sector
ahead of the upcoming cultiva-
tion season.

The enhanced waiver
scheme will impose an addi-
tional financial burden of Rs
5,932 crore on the state govern-
ment. Officials said the move
was aimed at addressing the
concerns of farmers strug-
gling with debt and ensuring
their access to fresh credit for
future farming activities.

The announcement was
made following a high-level re-
view meeting chaired by the
Chief Minister at the State Sec-
retariat. The meeting was at-
tended by ministers and senior
government officials who as-
sessed the impact of the earlier

loan waiver programme and
discussed further measures to
support farmers.

According to an official gov-
ernment release, farmers who
borrowed amounts exceeding
Rs 75,000 will also receive re-
lief. Such borrowers will be eli-
gible for a waiver of Rs 35,000
from their outstanding crop
loans, ensuring that a wider
section of the farming commu-
nity benefits from the scheme.

The latest decision comes
just weeks after the state gov-
ernment announced a waiver
of crop loans up to Rs 50,000 for

small and marginal farmers
who had availed loans through
cooperative banks. Farmer or-
ganizations and agricultural
groups subsequently appealed
for an increase in the waiver
limit, citing rising cultivation
costs and financial difficulties
caused by fluctuating market
conditions and weather-related
challenges.

Responding to these de-
mands, the government re-
vised the scheme and expand-
ed its coverage. Officials noted
that the decision aligns with
the Reserve Bank of India's

pands Grop Loan Waiver

Model Operating Procedures
for Government Loan Waiver
Schemes, which stipulate that
the entire waiver amount
should be disbursed within 45
to 60 days.

Despite the state's financial
constraints, the government
said the welfare of farmers re-
mained a priority. The release
emphasized that the adminis-
tration had taken the decision
after carefully considering the
current fiscal situation and
available resources.

Chief Minister Vijay stated
that the waiver would provide
substantial relief to farmers
and improve their ability to se-
cure fresh loans for the forth-
coming agricultural season.
He expressed confidence that
the measure would strengthen
rural livelihoods, reduce finan-
cial stress, and contribute to
agricultural growth in Tamil
Nadu.

The expanded crop loan
waiver is being viewed as one
of the largest farmer-support
initiatives undertaken by the
state government in recent
years.

Akal Takht Action Sparks Political Debate

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday said that the
decision of the Akal Takht to
declare Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann as "Guru
Dokhi" (anti-Guru) and "Khal-
sa Panth Virodhi" (anti-Khalsa
Panth) could have significant
political and social repercus-
sions in Punjab.The develop-
ment comes after the Akal
Takht, the highest temporal
authority of the Sikh commu-
nity, accused Mann of mislead-
ing the Sikh clergy regarding
a controversial video that al-
legedly hurt Sikh religious
sentiments. On Monday, the
Sikh clergy directed members
of the community to distance
themselves from the Punjab
Chief Minister, citing findings
from forensic examinations of

Bidadi Township Plan

Karnataka Chief Minister D.
K. Shivakumar has strongly
defended the proposed Greater
Bengaluru Integrated Town-
ship project near Bidadi amid
mounting opposition from
farmers and concerns voiced
by some leaders within the rul-
ing Congress party. The ambi-
tious project, billed as India's
first Al-powered integrated
township, has sparked a politi-
cal debate over land acquisi-
tion and its impact on local
communities.

The proposed township is ex-
pected to span approximately
7,481 acres across nine villages
on the outskirts of Bengaluru.
According to official sources,
the large-scale urban develop-
ment initiative is projected to
attract investments worth sev-
eral thousand crore rupees and
is intended to transform the
region into a modern hub fea-
turing advanced infrastruc-
ture and technology-driven
planning.

Responding to criticism, Shi-
vakumar clarified that the pro-
ject was not a new concept in-

the video in question.ording to
the Akal Takht, forensic re-
ports obtained from two labo-
ratories concluded that the vi-
ral video was authentic and
had not been manipulated
through artificial intelligence
or other digital technologies.
The video allegedly shows
Mann under the influence of
alcohol and sprinkling drop-
lets on photographs associated
with Sikh Gurus. The Chief
Minister has consistently de-
nied the allegations, maintain-
ing that the person seen in the
video is not him and asserting
that the clip is either fake or
Al-generated.Reacting to the
Akal Takht's decision, BJP na-
tional spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla described the mat-
ter as "shameful" and empha-

troduced by his government.
He pointed out that the town-
ship was originally notified
during the tenure of former
Chief Minister H. D. Kumaras-
wamy and that significant
groundwork had already been
laid wunder previous
administrations.

"This is not a township con-

sized that respect for Sikh Gu-
rus and Sikh religious
traditions is non-negotiable. In
a post on social media platform
X, Poonawalla cited statements
attributed to Akal Takht Jathe-
dar Giani Kuldeep Singh Gar-
gajj regarding the forensic
findings and argued that the
issue could influence public
opinion in Punjab."The state-
ments by the Akal Takht are
likely to have far-reaching po-
litical and social consequenc-
es," Poonawalla said, high-
lighting the significance of the
Sikh religious institution's ob-
servations.The controversy
has its roots in events earlier
this year when the Akal Takht
summoned Mann in January
over remarks related to "Guru
ki Golak" (gurdwara donation

boxes) and his alleged involve-
ment in objectionable activi-
ties depicted in the viral video.
On January 15, Mann appeared
before the Sikh clergy and reit-
erated that the video was fabri-
cated, encouraging independ-
ent forensic examination by
any recognized laboratory in
the countryIn another signifi-
cant development, the Sikh
clergy has summoned all Sikh
Members of the Legislative As-
sembly (MLAS), irrespective of
party affiliation, to appear be-
fore the Akal Takht on June 29
in connection with discussions
surrounding an anti-sacrilege
law.The issue has now evolved
into a major political and reli-
gious controversy, drawing at-
tention across Punjab and
beyond.

Triggers Debate

ceived by me. It was originally
notified by former Chief Min-
ister Kumaraswamy. During
the previous BJP government,
nearly 1,000 acres were ac-
quired and allotted by the Kar-
nataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board (KIADB),"
Shivakumar told reporters.

The Chief Minister also cit-
ed similar development pro-
jects in other states, arguing
that large-scale land acquisi-
tion is often necessary for eco-
nomic growth and urban ex-
pansion. Referring to projects
in Maharashtra and Telanga-
na, he said major townships
are being developed over tens
of thousands of acres, high-
lighting the competitive need
for Karnataka to pursue com-
parable initiatives.

Drawing attention to earlier
industrial developments in the
Bidadi region, Shivakumar
questioned why current oppo-
sition was being raised when
farmers had previously sur-
rendered land for industrial
and infrastructure projects. He
maintained that many affected

landowners had accepted the
proposal and accused some
groups of politicising the
issue.

However, Public Works Min-
ister Satish Jarkiholi adopted
a more cautious stance. He ac-
knowledged concerns being
raised by farmers and sections
of the public, suggesting that
the issue may be discussed at
the state Cabinet meeting
scheduled for June 20.

Jarkiholi stressed that devel-
opment projects should gener-
ate positive outcomes and not
become a burden on either the
government or the ruling par-
ty. He noted that the adminis-
tration was still assessing the
extent of public opposition and
emphasized the need for wider
consultation before moving
forward.

With both development aspi-
rations and farmer concerns at
the forefront, the proposed Bi-
dadi township has emerged as
a key political issue in Karna-
taka, and the upcoming Cabi-
net discussions are expected to
shape its future course.
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Iran's proposal to impose
fees on ships transiting
through the strategically vital
Strait of Hormuz has sparked
international debate over mar-
itime law, global trade, and the
future of one of the world's
most important energy
corridors.

The controversy emerged af-
ter Iranian officials indicated
that commercial vessels pass-
ing through the strait may
soon be required to pay charg-
es for services related to secu-
rity, environmental protection,
and maritime assistance. The
announcement came despite
recent claims by US President
Donald Trump that the Strait
of Hormuz would remain per-
manently open and free for in-
ternational shipping following
an interim understanding be-
tween Washington and
Tehran.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei
clarified that Tehran is not
seeking to impose a transit toll
on ships. Instead, he said, ves-
sels may be charged fees in ex-
change for services provided
during their passage through
the waterway. According to Ba-
ghaei, the proposal is being
considered within the frame-

work of international law and
Iran's responsibility to safe-
guard its national security and
maritime interests.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world's most critical
shipping routes, handling
nearly one-fifth of global oil
and liquefied natural gas trade
during normal conditions.
Any additional costs imposed
on vessels could significantly
affect shipping expenses, in-
surance premiums, and energy
prices worldwide.

Legal experts note that in-
ternational maritime law
draws a clear distinction be-
tween a toll and a service fee.
Under the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), countries border-
ing international straits can-
not charge vessels simply for
exercising their right of pas-
sage. However, they may levy
reasonable fees for specific ser-
vices such as pilotage, tug as-
sistance, navigation support,
or environmental
management.

Several maritime specialists
have questioned whether
Iran's proposed charges would
comply with these principles.
Critics argue that charging
ships merely for safe transit

through a natural waterway
could effectively amount to a
toll under another name. Mari-
time strategist James R. Hol-
mes observed that natural wa-
terways such as the Strait of
Hormuz differ fundamentally
from man-made canals like the
Panama Canal or the Suez Ca-
nal, where service charges
help maintain infrastructure
and operations.

The proposal follows months
of heightened tensions in the
Gulf region. Since the out-
break of conflict involving
Iran, the United States, and Is-
rael, Tehran has exercised
greater control over maritime
movements in the area. Earlier
this year, Iran established the
Persian Gulf Strait Authority
and began exploring mecha-
nisms for managing vessel
transit, including discussions
with neighboring Oman.

World leaders have ex-
pressed concern that any fee-
based system could alter the
long-standing principle of free
navigation through the strait.
As discussions continue, the
international community is
closely monitoring develop-
ments that could reshape glob-
al shipping and energy
markets.

Knicks Celebration Turns
Chaotic inTimes Square

Celebrations following the
New York Knicks' historic
NBA championship victory
descended into chaos in parts
of New York City as gunfire,
stabbings, vandalism, and
clashes with police marred
what was meant to be a night
of jubilation.

Thousands of fans flooded
the streets after the Knicks se-
cured their first NBA title in 53
years, sparking massive cele-
brations across the city. How-
ever, the festive atmosphere
quickly deteriorated in and
around Times Square, where
videos circulating on social
media showed people running
for cover after multiple gun-
shots were heard near the in-
tersection of 42nd Street and
Broadway.

According to reports, at
least seven shots were fired
during the disturbance. A
17-year-old boy suffered a gun-
shot wound and was rushed to
a hospital in a police vehicle
after emergency responders
faced difficulty navigating the
crowded streets. Authorities
have not yet released further
details regarding his
condition.

The violence extended be-

yond the shooting incident.
Four people were reportedly
stabbed during separate alter-
cations as large crowds gath-
ered throughout the city. So-
cial media footage also showed
police officers wrestling a sus-
pect to the ground in Times
Square and recovering a load-
ed firearm from his
waistband.

The New York Police Depart-
ment later confirmed that of-
ficers had identified and ap-
prehended an armed
individual in the crowd short-
ly after the championship cel-
ebrations began. Officials
credited the quick response of
officers on the ground with
preventing a potentially more
serious incident.

As celebrations intensified,
widespread property damage
was reported across several ar-
eas. Groups of fans vandalized
police vehicles, shattered win-
dows, climbed street infra-
structure, and ignited fire-
works amid dense crowds.
Authorities said five police ve-
hicles and five school buses
were set on fire during the
unrest.

Some of the damaged school
buses had been deployed by

city authorities to help trans-
port visitors attending World
Cup-related events. Witnesses
reported seeing individuals
climbing onto the roofs of bus-
es and entering the driver's
compartments before at least
one vehicle was engulfed in
flames.

The disorder also took a toll
on law enforcement personnel.
Ten police officers sustained
injuries while attempting to
control the crowds. Among
them, one officer was report-
edly punched in the face, while
another was struck by a glass
bottle.

Police said a total of 63 peo-
ple were arrested on charges
ranging from assault on police
officers and criminal posses-
sion of weapons to disorderly
conduct.

Despite the disturbances,
the Knicks' championship re-
mains a landmark achieve-
ment for the franchise, ending
a title drought dating back to
1973. Authorities have an-
nounced heightened security
measures ahead of the victory
parade scheduled later this
week, aiming to ensure cele-
brations proceed safely and
peacefully.
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US President Donald Trump
has asserted that Iran has
agreed never to develop or pos-
sess nuclear weapons as part of
a newly announced interim
peace arrangement between
Washington and Tehran. How-
ever, significant questions re-
main unanswered regarding
the implementation and verifi-
cation of the agreement, par-
ticularly concerning Iran's ex-
isting nuclear programme.

In a post on his Truth Social
platform, Trump declared,
"Iran has agreed to never have
a Nuclear Weapon!" He also dis-
missed reports suggesting that
the United States would pro-
vide Iran with a $300 billion re-
construction fund under the
agreement, calling such claims
"fake news."

The statement comes amid
growing international atten-
tion surrounding the memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) reportedly reached be-
tween the United States and
Iran. While only limited details
have emerged so far, reports in-
dicate that the framework may
include sanctions relief, access
to frozen Iranian funds, and
economic assistance linked to

Iran See

Iran has called for the with-
drawal of Israeli forces from
southern Lebanon as a key con-
dition for the full implementa-
tion of the recently announced
agreement aimed at ending the
conflict between Iran and the
United States. The demand has
introduced fresh uncertainty
over the still-unpublished memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU), raising questions about
the prospects for lasting peace in
the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi stated that the war
could not be considered fully
over unless Israeli troops vacate
territories occupied during the
conflict. Addressing foreign dip-
lomats in Tehran, Araghchi de-
scribed the situation in Lebanon
as an inseparable component of
the broader peace arrangement
and warned that continued Is-
raeli military operations in the
country would be viewed as vio-
lations of the agreement.

His remarks highlighted a sig-
nificant difference between Ira-
nian and Israeli interpretations
of the deal. Israeli Prime Minis-

Tehran's compliance with spe-
cific obligations.

Despite Trump's confident
assertions, the White House
has yet to clarify several criti-
cal aspects of the proposed ar-
rangement. Questions remain
regarding how Iran's nuclear
commitments will be moni-
tored, which international or
domestic agencies will oversee
compliance, and what steps
will be taken to address highly
enriched uranium reportedly
stored at nuclear facilities
damaged during US military
strikes last year.

Analysts note that verifica-
tion mechanisms are central to
the credibility of any nuclear
agreement. Without a clearly
defined inspection and moni-
toring framework, uncertainty
is likely to persist among inter-
national observers and
policymakers.

Iranian media reports sug-
gest that the MoU signed on
June 19 may serve as a prelimi-
nary framework rather than a
final settlement. According to
these reports, both sides are ex-
pected to engage in a 60-day ne-
gotiation period aimed at re-
solving outstanding issues

s Israeli

ter Benjamin Netanyahu has in-
dicated that Israel is not a party
to the agreement and intends to
maintain a military presence in
parts of southern Lebanon for
security reasons. He said Israeli
forces would remain in designat-
ed buffer zones for as long as nec-
essary.The disagreement has in-
tensified concerns about the
durability of the accord, which
is expected to be formally signed
in Geneva later this week. Al-
though details of the agreement
have not been made public, offi-
cials involved in the negotiations
have outlined several key ele-
ments, including the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz, the eas-
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HormuzFee Plan Raises Trump Claims IranAgrees to Nuclear Ban
Global Concerns

related to Iran's nuclear activi-
ties and the broader terms of
the agreement.

The full text of the memoran-
dum has not yet been released
publicly. However, US Vice
President JD Vance stated in
an interview with ABC News
that the administration plans
to publish the document within
the week. Vance emphasized
that Iran would receive no fi-
nancial benefits unless it ful-
fills all obligations outlined in
the agreement.

"And what everybody will
see is that Iran doesn't get a
dime of money unless they per-
form their obligations," Vance
said.

The Vice President also reit-
erated the administration's po-
sition that preventing Iran
from acquiring nuclear weap-
ons remains a non-negotiable
objective. In a video message
shared on social media plat-
form X, Vance praised Trump's
diplomatic efforts, arguing that
the agreement represented an-
other significant achievement
in advancing regional stability
and protecting American
interests.

Asnegotiations continue, the
international community will
be closely watching for greater
transparency and clarity re-
garding the future of Iran's nu-
clear programme.

Exit from Lebanon

ing of economic restrictions, and
the start of a 60-day negotiation
process on Iran's nuclear
programme.

According to officials familiar
with the discussions, the agree-
ment may also pave the way for
the release of frozen Iranian as-
sets, potential sanctions relief,
and a reconstruction package
worth up to $300 billion if Teh-
ran fulfills specific commit-
ments. Reports indicate that
Gulf Arab nations have ex-
pressed willingness to support
Iran's economic recovery
through substantial
investments.

Another unresolved issue con-

cerns Iran's stockpile of highly
enriched uranium. While Irani-
an officials have reportedly
agreed to discuss options for di-
luting or removing portions of
the material during future nego-
tiations, there is still no clear
framework regarding verifica-
tion procedures or enforcement
mechanisms. Questions remain
over who would monitor compli-
ance and oversee the handling of
sensitive nuclear materials.

Meanwhile, international
leaders meeting at the Group of
Seven summit in France have
welcomed the diplomatic break-
through and called for swift im-
plementation of the agreement.
Several world leaders empha-
sized the importance of reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz and re-
ducing regional tensions to
stabilize global energy markets.

Despite ongoing uncertainties,
the agreement represents the
most significant diplomatic ef-
fort in months to end a conflict
that has disrupted trade, in-
creased energy prices, and
heightened instability across the
Middle East.

Indian Seafarers Return After Tanker Attack

Indian Ambassador to Oman
Prashant Pise met 21 rescued In-
dian crew members of the tanker
MT Settebello on Tuesday before
their return to India, following a
deadly missile strike that claimed
the lives of three Indian sailors
earlier this month.

The Palau-flagged tanker came
under attack on June 10 while
sailing approximately 30 nautical
miles off the coast of Oman. Ac-
cording to the Indian Embassy in
Muscat, the vessel was struck
during heightened tensions in the
Gulf region, resulting in the
deaths of three of the 24 Indian
crew members onboard.

In a statement shared on social
media, the Indian mission con-
firmed that the surviving 21 sail-
ors were returning home safely.
Prior to their departure, Ambas-
sador Pise interacted with the
crew members, conveyed his best
wishes, and acknowledged their
courage and resilience during the
difficult ordeal.

The embassy reiterated its
commitment to the welfare, safe-

ty, and well-being of Indian na-
tionals working overseas, par-
ticularly those employed in the
maritime sector amid ongoing
regional instability.

The attack on MT Settebello
marks the second incident involv-
ing amerchant vessel with Indian
crew members being targeted
near the Oman coast in recent
days. Earlier, on June 8, US mili-
tary forces reportedly disabled
another Palau-flagged oil tanker,
MT Marivex, which was carrying
24 Indian seafarers. In that case,
all crew members were success-
fully rescued without loss of life.

A third maritime incident oc-
curred on June 11 when the Guin-
ea-Bissau-flagged MT Jalveer,
carrying 22 Indian nationals,
came under attack near an Oma-
niport. The entire crew was evac-
uated safely following the
incident.

The series of attacks has
heightened concerns about the
safety of commercial shipping in
the Gulf region, particularly for
vessels employing large numbers

of Indian seafarers. India, one of
the world's largest suppliers of
maritime manpower, has closely
monitored the developments and
expressed serious concern over
the attacks.

The Government of India has
described the targeting of com-
mercial vessels as "deeply worri-
some" and has strongly raised the
issue with the United States, seek-
ing greater clarity and safeguards
for civilian shipping operating in
international waters.

The incidents have occurred
against the backdrop of escalat-
ing tensions involving Iran and

the United States. The US mili-
tary imposed restrictions on Ira-
nian maritime activity after Teh-
ran effectively closed the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world's most
strategically important water-
ways. Under normal circum-
stances, nearly 20 percent of glob-
al oil and energy supplies pass
through the strait, making secu-
rity in the region critical for in-
ternational trade and energy
markets.

The safe return of the rescued
sailors brings relief to their fami-
lies, even as concerns over mari-
time security continue to grow.

Iran, US Set for Fresh Nuclear Talks

Iran has announced that a new round of
negotiations with the United States aimed
at reaching a final agreement on Tehran's
nuclear programme is likely to begin on
Friday, marking another significant step in
ongoing diplomatic efforts between the two
countries.

The announcement was made by Irani-
an Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi dur-
ing a briefing with foreign diplomats in
Tehran. The remarks, which were broad-
cast on Iranian state television, indicated
that preparations are underway for the
next phase of discussions, although the
venue for the talks has not yet been
finalized.

"Likely on Friday, at a location to be de-
termined, a new round of negotiations be-
tween Iran and the United States to reach
a final agreement will begin," Araghchi
said.The proposed negotiations come amid
efforts by both nations to build on a recent-

ly announced memorandum of under-
standing that established a framework for
reducing tensions and addressing key dis-
putes. The next round of talks is expected
to focus primarily on resolving long-stand-
ing concerns surrounding Iran's nuclear
activities and establishing a comprehen-
sive agreement acceptable to both sides.
Diplomatic sources suggest that the dis-
cussions could cover several sensitive is-
sues, including the future of Iran's stock-
pile of highly enriched uranium,
international monitoring and verification
mechanisms, sanctions relief, and broader
economic cooperation. These issues have
remained at the center of disagreements
between Tehran and Washington for years.
The renewed diplomatic engagement
follows months of heightened tensions in
the Middle East, including military con-
frontations, disruptions to maritime trade
routes, and growing concerns over region-

al security. Recent efforts by international
mediators have helped create conditions
for dialogue, raising hopes that a negoti-
ated settlement may be achievable.

Analysts believe the upcoming talks
will be closely watched by governments
around the world, as the outcome could
have significant implications for regional
stability, global energy markets, and inter-
national non-proliferation efforts. A suc-
cessful agreement could potentially ease
economic sanctions on Iran and contribute
to a reduction in geopolitical tensions
across the region.

However, several challenges remain.
Key questions regarding the verification of
Iran's nuclear commitments, the handling
of enriched uranium reserves, and the
timeline for sanctions relief are yet to be
resolved. Political opposition from hardlin-
ers in both countries could also complicate
the negotiations.

o

Despite these uncertainties, the an-
nouncement of a fresh round of talks has
been welcomed by many observers as a
positive sign that diplomatic channels re-
main open. International stakeholders are
expected to closely monitor developments
as negotiators seek to bridge differences
and move toward a lasting agreement.

If successful, the negotiations could
represent one of the most important diplo-
matic breakthroughs in recent years and
help reshape relations between Iran and
the United States.
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Elon Musk has achieved a
historic financial milestone, be-
coming the world's first trillion-
aire after a dramatic surge in
the value of SpaceX shares add-
ed an estimated $164 billion to
his personal fortune in a single
day.

The extraordinary jump fol-
lowed a 19.6 percent rally in
shares of SpaceX, the aero-
space and artificial intelligence
company founded by Musk. The
surge propelled his net worth to
approximately $1.27 trillion, ac-
cording to the Bloomberg Bil-
lionaires Index, placing him far
ahead of every other individual
on the global wealth rankings.

The scale of the one-day gain

Markets Extend Winning Run

Indian equity markets con-
tinued their upward momen-
tum for the third consecutive
trading session on Tuesday,
with benchmark indices post-
ing solid gains amid easing
geopolitical tensions and sus-
tained buying in key sectors
such as information technolo-
gy, FMCG, realty, and heavy-
weight stocks.

The positive sentiment was
driven largely by signs of re-
duced global uncertainty fol-
lowing reports of an agree-
ment between the United
States and Iran, which helped
improve investor confidence
across international markets.
Domestic investors also re-
mained optimistic about eco-
nomic prospects, supporting
broad-based buying through-
out the session.The BSE
Sensex ended the day with a
gain of 544.15 points, or 0.71
percent, to close at 76,808.48.
The NSE Nifty 50 rose 135.25
points, or 0.57 percent, to settle
at 23,989.15, just short of the
psychologically important
24,000-mark.

Markets opened on a firm
note and extended gains dur-
ing early trading hours. Al-
though indices moved within
a narrow range for much of
the day, buying activity inten-
sified in the second half, push-
ing both benchmarks to fresh
intraday highs. The Nifty
briefly crossed the 24,000 level
before profit-booking at higher
levels pulled it slightly lower
by the close.Analysts said the

market's resilience reflects im-
proving investor sentiment
amid favourable global cues
and selective accumulation in
fundamentally strong sectors.
Technology stocks led the ral-
ly, benefiting from expecta-
tions of stable earnings
growth and improving global
demand. FMCG and real estate
stocks also attracted strong in-
terest from investors.Despite
the gains in headline indices,
the broader market underper-
formed. The Nifty Midcap 100
and Nifty Smallcap 100 indices
advanced by around 0.4 per-
cent each, indicating a more
cautious approach among in-
vestors toward mid-sized and
smaller companies. Market ex-
perts noted that while large-
cap stocks continue to attract
institutional inflows, inves-
tors remain selective in the
broader market segment.

In the currency market, the
Indian rupee strengthened for

the third straight session. The
domestic currency appreciat-
ed by 15 paise to close at 94.56
against the US dollar, com-
pared to its previous close of
94.71. The rupee's recovery
was supported by improved
risk appetite, stable foreign
fund flows, and easing con-
cerns in global financial mar-
kets.Market participants will
now closely monitor upcoming
economic data, global develop-
ments, and corporate an-
nouncements for further di-
rection. Analysts believe that
sustaining above key resist-
ance levels could pave the way
for additional gains in the
coming sessions, although in-
termittent profit-booking may
continue as markets approach
record territory.The day's per-
formance reinforced investor
confidence and highlighted
the strength of India's equity
markets amid improving glob-
al conditions.

LCONOMY

has stunned financial markets
and wealth analysts alike.
Musk's estimated increase of
$164 billion in a single trading
session exceeded the entire net
worth of legendary investor
Warren Buffett, whose fortune
stood at around $148 billion as
of June 16. The comparison
highlights the unprecedented
magnitude of the wealth crea-
tion associated with the rapid
growth of technology and
space-related enterprises.

The latest rally has widened
Musk's lead over other billion-
aires by an extraordinary mar-
gin. His fortune is now more
than four times larger than that
of the world's second-richest

Royal Orchid Bets Big on
Domestic Tourism G

India's hospitality sector is
set for a significant expansion
as Royal Orchid Hotels an-
nounced plans to add at least 50
new properties across the
country over the next 12 to 18
months, banking on rising do-
mestic tourism demand and
changing travel preferences
among Indian consumers.

The hotel chain, which cur-
rently operates around 120 ho-
tels nationwide, aims to in-
crease its room inventory from
approximately 8,000 rooms to
nearly 11,000 rooms by the end
of 2027. The expansion reflects
the company's confidence in
the long-term growth potential
of India's tourism and hospi-
tality industry.

Royal Orchid Hotels Found-
er and Chairman Chander
Baljee said the company is wit-
nessing strong demand from
domestic travellers, particu-
larly as international travel
has become more expensive
and uncertain. According to
him, geopolitical tensions in
several parts of the world have
prompted many Indians to re-
consider overseas holiday
plans and opt for destinations
within the country.

Recent conflicts in the Mid-

IT Stocks Rally on Global

Indian information technol-
ogy (IT) stocks extended their
gains for a second consecutive
session, emerging as one of
the top-performing sectors in
the equity market amid im-
proving global sentiment, eas-
ing geopolitical concerns, and
investor anticipation sur-
rounding the upcoming U.S.
Federal Reserve policy
decision.

The Nifty IT index rose
sharply on Tuesday, becoming
the second-best performing
sectoral index after realty
stocks. Over the past two trad-
ing sessions, the index has
gained approximately 2.8 per-
cent, reflecting renewed inves-
tor confidence in technology
companies with significant ex-

posure to overseas markets.

Leading the rally were ma-
jor IT firms such as Coforge
and HCL Technologies, which
witnessed strong buying inter-
est. The gains were supported
by positive global cues and ex-
pectations of stability in the
international economic
environment.

One of the key factors driv-
ing the rally was the easing of
concerns over global crude oil
prices. Investor sentiment im-
proved after reports of an in-
terim arrangement between
the United States and Iran,
raising hopes that the strategi-
cally important Strait of Hor-
muz could reopen soon. The
development helped reduce
fears of disruptions in global

energy supplies and eased con-
cerns about rising inflation-
ary pressures worldwide.

Lower energy-related risks
are generally viewed as posi-
tive for global economic
growth and corporate spend-
ing, including technology in-
vestments. As a result, inves-
tors showed renewed interest
in export-oriented IT compa-
nies that derive a significant
portion of their revenues from
overseas markets, particularly
the United States.

Another major factor sup-
porting the sector was the fo-
cus on the U.S. Federal Re-
serve's policy meeting
scheduled for Wednesday. Mar-
ket participants are closely
monitoring the outcome of the

Optimism and Fed Watch

meeting, which will be the
first under Federal Reserve
Chair Kevin Warsh following
his appointment earlier this
year.Economists widely expect
the Federal Reserve to main-
tain its benchmark interest
rate at around 3.6 percent,
where it has remained since
December. Investors are par-
ticularly interested in the cen-
tral bank's outlook on infla-
tion, economic growth, and
future rate decisions.

Analysts believe a neutral
policy stance by the Federal
Reserve could provide stabili-
ty to global financial markets
and support demand for tech-
nology services. The U.S. re-
mains the largest market for
Indian IT companies, making
Federal Reserve decisions es-
pecially important for the
sector.A third factor behind
the rally is the improving out-
look for global technology
spending. With inflation show-
ing signs of moderation and
economic activity remaining
resilient in key markets, ex-
pectations of sustained corpo-
rate technology investments
have strengthened.

Market experts believe in-
vestor attention will now re-
main focused on the Federal
Reserve's commentary and fu-
ture policy guidance. Any indi-
cation of economic stability
and continued business spend-
ing could further support In-
dian IT stocks in the coming
weeks, reinforcing the sector's
recovery momentum.

person, Larry Page, co-founder
of Google, whose net worth is
estimated at $314 billion.
Market observers describe
the development as one of the
most remarkable wealth-crea-
tion events in modern financial
history. The $164 billion in-
crease is nearly equal to the
combined gains recorded by the
other 499 individuals listed on
Bloomberg's billionaire rank-
ing during the same period.
Analysts note that very few
wealth increases of this scale
have ever been documented.
The surge reflects growing
investor confidence in SpaceX's
expanding role in the space ex-
ploration, satellite communica-

dle East have disrupted travel
patterns, leading to higher air-
fares and reduced flight capaci-
ties on several international
routes. At the same time, the
weakening of the Indian rupee
has increased the cost of for-
eign travel, making domestic
tourism a more attractive op-
tion for many families and lei-
sure travellers.

"A lot of people who were
planning to go for holidays to
the Middle East and other plac-
es cancelled their trips and
boosted domestic tourism de-
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tions, and artificial intelligence
sectors. The company has
emerged as a dominant force in
commercial spaceflight and has
increasingly diversified into
advanced technology fields, at-
tracting substantial investor
interest.

Musk's rise to trillionaire sta-
tus also underscores the in-
creasing concentration of
wealth within the global tech-
nology sector. Over the past
decade, founders of major tech-
nology companies have wit-
nessed unprecedented increas-
es in their fortunes as
innovation, digital infrastruc-
ture, artificial intelligence, and
space technology continue to

mand," Baljee said in an inter-
view. He expressed optimism
about the future of the hospi-
tality sector, citing sustained
demand from both leisure and
business travellers.

The expansion strategy
comes at a time when industry
experts are forecasting robust
growth in the hotel sector.
Credit rating agency India Rat-
ings and Research recently
projected that both demand
and supply in India's hospital-
ity industry would grow by 10
to 15 percent during the cur-

Musk Becomes World's First Trillionaire

attract record levels of
investment.

Financial experts caution,
however, that billionaire wealth
remains closely tied to stock
market valuations and can fluc-
tuate significantly with chang-
es in investor sentiment and
market conditions. Neverthe-
less, the latest milestone ce-
ments Musk's position as the
wealthiest person in modern
history.

The achievement marks a
new chapter in the global busi-
ness landscape, illustrating
how technological innovation
and capital markets can gener-
ate wealth on a scale previously
considered unimaginable.

rowth

rent financial year. The posi-
tive outlook is being driven by
increasing domestic travel, im-
proved infrastructure, rising
disposable incomes, and a
growing preference for experi-
ential tourism.

Industry analysts believe ho-
tel operators are well-posi-
tioned to benefit from these
trends, especially in emerging
tourist destinations and tier-
two and tier-three cities where
travel demand is rising rapidly.
Several hotel chains have al-
ready announced expansion
plans to capitalize on the grow-
ing market.

For Royal Orchid, the
planned addition of 50 hotels
represents one of its most am-
bitious growth phases. The
company expects the expan-
sion to strengthen its presence
across key leisure, business,
and pilgrimage destinations
while enhancing its ability to
cater to a broader range of
travellers.

As domestic tourism contin-
ues to gain momentum, hospi-
tality companies are increas-
ingly viewing India as a
high-growth market capable of
delivering sustained opportu-
nities in the years ahead.

HDFGC AMC Unveils Sustainahle
Investment Portfolio

HDFC Asset Management
Company Limited (HDFC
AMC) has launched a new
Portfolio Management Servic-
es (PMS) strategy titled
"Growth for GOOD Portfolio",
aimed at investors seeking to
combine long-term wealth cre-
ation with ethical and sustain-
able investing principles.

The new investment offering
comes at a time when sustain-
able and values-based invest-
ing is gaining significant trac-
tion among investors.
Increasingly, individuals are
looking beyond traditional fi-
nancial returns and seeking
opportunities that align with
their personal values while
contributing positively to soci-
ety and the environment.

According to the company,
the Growth for GOOD Portfolio
has been designed for inves-
tors who wish to pursue their
financial goals through invest-
ments in businesses that dem-
onstrate strong governance
standards, transparency, sus-
tainability, and responsible
corporate practices. The strat-
egy aims to identify companies
capable of delivering consist-
ent long-term growth while
maintaining high ethical
standards.

HDFC AMC stated that the
portfolio will focus on busi-
nesses exhibiting strong qual-
ity indicators and sound finan-
cial fundamentals. Key metrics
considered in the investment
process will include Return on
Capital Employed (ROCE), Re-
turn on Equity (ROE), Earn-
ings Per Share (EPS), Com-
pound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR), and Free Cash Flow
(FCF) growth. The strategy
will also evaluate efficient cap-

ital allocation and the long-
term growth potential of busi-
nesses before making
investment decisions.A dis-
tinctive feature of the Growth
for GOOD Portfolio is its com-
mitment to the principles of
sustainability and non-harm.
The investment approach in-
corporates a rigorous screen-
ing process that excludes com-
panies deriving a substantial
portion of their revenues from
sectors considered inconsist-
ent with the portfolio's ethical
framework.As part of this pol-
icy, the portfolio will avoid in-
vestments in businesses asso-
ciated with defence
manufacturing, alcohol pro-
duction, cigarettes and tobacco
products, gambling and bet-
ting activities, and industries
linked to animal exploitation.
It will also exclude companies
involved in dairy products,
leather goods, meat and poul-
try processing, animal testing
practices, and establishments
primarily serving meat or al-
cohol. Pharmaceutical compa-

nies engaged in animal testing
may also fall outside the invest-
ment universelndustry ex-
perts note that environmental,
social, and governance (ESG)-
focused investing has gained
momentum globally as inves-
tors become increasingly con-
scious of the social and envi-
ronmental impact of their
financial decisions. Such in-
vestment strategies seek to bal-
ance financial performance
with broader societal objec-
tives.The launch of the Growth
for GOOD Portfolio reflects
HDFC AMC's effort to address
this evolving investor prefer-
ence by offering a profession-
ally managed solution that in-
tegrates sustainability
considerations into the invest-
ment process.With growing
awareness around responsible
investing and long-term value
creation, the new portfolio is
expected to attract investors
seeking both financial growth
and a meaningful impact
through their investment
choices.
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An Indian content creator
has gone viral after perform-
ing an energetic Michael Jack-
son-inspired dance routine
while wearing a traditional
saree, earning widespread
praise for her creativity, preci-
sion, and cultural fusion. The
video, featuring creator Komal
Kumari, showcases her danc-

ing to the legendary track Bil-
lie Jean, delivering a perfor-
mance that blends global pop
culture with Indian tradition-
al attire.

As the music plays, she
seamlessly executes signature
Michael Jackson moves, in-
cluding sharp body isolations,
smooth transitions, robotic

popping sequences, and the
iconic moonwalk. Despite the
saree’s restrictive drape, she
maintains impressive balance,
rhythm, and control, making
the routine both visually strik-
ing and technically
challenging.

The performance also in-
cludes a light-hearted skit ele-
ment, adding a humorous sto-
rytelling angle. The concept
imagines a scenario where her
mother, inspired after watch-
ing the 2026 musical film Mi-
chael, becomes fascinated by
Michael Jackson’s dance style
and attempts to emulate it.
This creative twist adds enter-
tainment value and helps the
video stand out in a crowded
social media space.The clip
quickly gained traction on-
line, with viewers praising
both the dancer’s skill and the
originality of the presenta-
tion. Many users highlighted
how difficult it is to perform

OFF BEAT

such complex choreography
even in comfortable attire,
making her execution in a sa-
ree even more impressive.

Social media reactions were
overwhelmingly positive, with
comments applauding her en-
ergy, coordination, and confi-
dence. Several users appreci-
ated the fusion of Western
music and Indian tradition,
calling it a perfect example of
cultural blending in modern
digital content. Some even hu-
morously suggested that Mi-
chael Jackson himself would
have appreciated the tribute.

The video continues to cir-
culate widely across plat-
forms, reinforcing how crea-
tive performances can quickly
capture global attention. It
also highlights the growing
trend of artists combining sto-
rytelling, humour, and dance
to create engaging short-form
content that resonates with di-
verse audiences.

US Al Startup GEO Gifts X3 Lakh Mattresses
to Boost Employee Productivity

A US-based AI startup is
drawing attention for an unu-
sual workplace experiment
that places employee well-be-
ing at the center of productiv-
ity. The CEO of the company,
Matan Grinberg, has invested
heavily in premium sleep tech-
nology, providing high-end
mattresses to staff in a bid to
improve focus, efficiency, and
overall performance.

The initiative comes from
Factory, a fast-growing artifi-
cial intelligence startup that
has quickly scaled since its
founding in 2023. With around
120 employees and strong back-
ing from major global inves-
tors, the company is position-
ing itself as an aggressive,
performance-driven workplace
where output is closely tied to
employee health and energy
levels.

Grinberg reportedly distrib-
uted advanced smart mattress
covers priced at around $3,000
(approximately 2.8-3 lakh)
each to early team members
when the company had just
about 30 employees. These
high-tech systems regulate
temperature using internal
liquid channels and allow indi-
vidualized comfort settings for
each side of the bed. Some
models also feature automated
adjustments for posture and el-
evation, aiming to enhance
sleep quality and recovery.

The CEO has compared his
workforce to elite athletes, ar-
guing that high cognitive per-
formance requires disciplined
rest. He believes engineers

should be treated like top-tier
performers, where sleep is not
a luxury but a strategic advan-
tage. According to him, better
rest directly translates into
sharper thinking and higher
productivity, especially in
high-pressure Al development
environments.

The company’s investor ros-
ter includes Khosla Ventures,
Sequoia Capital, and Black-
stone, signaling strong confi-
dence in its long-term vision
despite its unconventional
workplace policies.Beyond
sleep-focused perks, Factory
has also introduced strict die-
tary guidelines in the office,
reducing access to processed
sugar and promoting healthier
alternatives like protein-based
snacks and functional bever-
ages. The company argues that
nutrition and sleep are both
critical pillars of sustained
cognitive output.While critics
may view such perks as extrav-
agant, supporters suggest they
reflect a broader shift in start-
up culture, where employee op-
timization extends beyond tra-
ditional workplace benefits.
Grinberg has also hinted that
premium sleep systems could
become a standard offering for
future hires if the model con-
tinues to improve productivity
outcomes.As Al companies
compete for talent and perfor-
mance advantage, Factory’s
experiment raises a larger
question: how far should start-
ups go in engineering human
performance to match ma-
chine-like efficiency

Despite 1.5 Lakh Salary, Gurugram Techie
Struggles With Debt and Zero Savings

A software engineer from
Gurugram has sparked wide-
spread discussion on social
media after revealing that de-
spite earning nearly 1.5 lakh
per month, he is struggling to
save money and is currently
repaying loans borrowed from
friends. His story has resonat-
ed with many young profes-
sionals facing rising living
costs and financial pressures
in India’s major cities.

Posting under the pseudo-
nym “Frugal_Ind,” the
27-year-old engineer shared
details of his monthly expens-
es, explaining how a signifi-
cant portion of his income is
consumed by fixed financial
commitments. According to
his post, he earns around 1.44
lakh per month, but expenses
leave very little room for
savings.

The largest financial bur-
den is a monthly instalment
of 44,000 for a plot of land. In
addition, he pays 25,000 in
rent to live in Gurugram, one
of India’s costliest urban cent-
ers. Everyday expenses such
as groceries, transportation,
fuel, utility bills, and occa-
sional leisure activities fur-

ther increase his monthly
spending.

As a result, his regular
monthly expenses reach near-
ly 1.1 lakh. Unexpected costs
such as vehicle repairs, insur-
ance premiums, healthcare
expenses, and other emergen-
cies often consume whatever
remains from his salary. The
financial strain has been sig-
nificant enough that he had to
borrow 2.25 lakh from close
friends, a debt he is now fo-
cused on repaying.

Beyond the numbers, the en-
gineer’s post highlighted the

emotional challenges faced by
many young professionals. Re-
cently married, he admitted
feeling pressure when com-
paring himself to peers who
earn substantially higher sal-
aries. He expressed concern
about his ability to provide fi-
nancial comfort for his wife
and support his parents while
managing existing
obligations.

The post quickly gained at-
tention online, with many us-
ers sharing similar experienc-
es. Several commenters
pointed out that high salaries

do not automatically translate
into financial security, espe-
cially in metropolitan cities
where housing, investments,
and lifestyle costs continue to
rise. Others suggested review-
ing long-term financial com-
mitments, reducing discre-
tionary spending, and creating
a more structured budget to
improve savings.

Many users also advised
him to prioritize clearing per-
sonal debts before taking on
additional financial responsi-
bilities. Some recommended
exploring ways to generate ad-
ditional income or restructur-
ing existing investments to
ease cash-flow pressures.

The viral discussion has
shed light on a growing reality
among India’s urban middle
class. While salaries in sectors
such as technology have in-
creased over the years, rising
living expenses, housing costs,
and long-term investments of-
ten leave young professionals
feeling financially stretched
despite seemingly attractive
incomes. The engineer’s story
has become a reminder that
income alone does not deter-
mine financial stability.

o

International Yoga Day is
observed every year on June 21
as a worldwide celebration of
yoga, an ancient Indian prac-
tice that promotes harmony
between the body, mind, and
spirit. The day aims to spread
awareness about the physical,
mental, and spiritual benefits
of yoga and encourage people
across the globe to include it in
their daily lifestyle for better
health and well-being.

The idea of dedicating a
global day to yoga was first
proposed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his ad-
dress at the United Nations
General Assembly in 2014. He
highlighted yoga as a priceless
gift of India’s ancient herit-
age, capable of uniting hu-
manity and fostering balance
between humans and nature.
The proposal received strong
global support and was quick-
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oman in Saree Wows Internet with Global YogaDayCelebrates India’s
Michael Jackson-Inspired Dance

ly recognized by member nati

Following this, the United
Nations General Assembly of-
ficially declared June 21 as In-
ternational Day of Yoga. The
resolution gained support
from a large number of coun-
tries, making it one of the
most widely accepted interna-
tional observances. The first
International Yoga Day was
celebrated on June 21, 2015,
marking the beginning of a
global movement that contin-
ues to grow each year.

The inaugural celebration
in New Delhi witnessed mas-
sive participation, with thou-
sands of people, including in-
ternational delegates,
performing yoga together in a
historic mass session. The
event created global records
and symbolized unity, well-
ness, and shared cultural ap-
preciation. Since then, Yoga

Ancient Wisdom and Holistic Health

Day has been observed across
continents with increasing
participation from govern-
ments, organizations, and
individuals.

The date June 21 was chosen
for its natural and symbolic
importance. It coincides with
the summer solstice, the long-
est day of the year in the
Northern Hemisphere. This
day represents light, energy,
and renewal, which align
closely with the philosophy of
yoga. It is also associated with
spiritual reflection and bal-
ance, reinforcing the deeper
meaning of the practice.The
word yoga comes from the San-
skrit term “Yuj,” meaning to
unite or join, symbolizing the
integration of body, mind, and
consciousness. Over time,
yoga has evolved into a glob-
ally practiced discipline that
includes physical postures,
breathing techniques, and
meditation. It is widely known
for improving flexibility, re-
ducing stress, enhancing con-
centration, and supporting
overall emotional well-being.

Today, International Yoga
Day stands as a global remind-
er of the importance of holis-
tic health and inner balance.
The 2026 theme, “Yoga for
Healthy Ageing,” emphasizes
yoga’s role in promoting long-
term wellness and improving
quality of life for people of all
ages.

Indian Professional’s US vs Bengaluru
Joh Dilemma Sparks Debate Online

An Indian professional cur-
rently based in the United
States has sparked an online
debate after sharing his dilem-
ma between accepting a job of-
fer in Bengaluru or continuing
his career in the US while
awaiting visa processing. The
discussion has drawn wide-
spread attention on social me-
dia, highlighting the financial
and lifestyle trade-offs faced by
many young professionals
working abroad.

The individual reportedly
holds a STEM OPT visa valid
until mid-2026, with his H-1B
visa application selected in the
latest lottery and currently un-
der processing. After a year-
long job search struggle, he re-
cently secured a US-based offer
in Philadelphia with an annual
salary of around $60,000. At
the same time, he has received
a competing offer from Bengal-
uru worth 28 lakh per annum,
leading to confusion over
which path to choose.

In his post, he explained that
his initial goal was to study in
the US and eventually return
to India. He also emphasized
personal responsibilities, not-
ing that he is an only son and
wishes to be closer to his aging
parents. This emotional factor,

along with financial considera-
tions, has made the decision
even more difficult.

The comparison between the
two offers has triggered a
broader discussion about cost
of living, savings potential,
and long-term career growth.
Many users pointed out that
$60,000 in cities like Philadel-
phia may not provide strong
savings after expenses such as
rent, insurance, and taxes. In
contrast, 28lakh in Bengaluru
is viewed by many as offering
a relatively comfortable life-
style with better purchasing
power and lower living costs.

However, others argue that
staying in the US could offer
stronger long-term career op-
portunities, global exposure,
and potential salary growth,

especially if the H-1B visa pro-
cess is successful. The uncer-
tainty around immigration
policies and job stability has
also been highlighted as a key
concern influencing such deci-
sions.Social media reactions
largely leaned toward advising
a return to India, with many
users suggesting that the Indi-
an offer provides better finan-
cial comfort in the short term.
Others, however, emphasized
that the final decision should
depend on long-term career as-
pirations rather than immedi-
ate salary comparisons.The
debate continues to reflect a
common dilemma faced by
many young Indian profession-
als navigating global job mar-
kets, immigration uncertain-
ties, and personal priorities.

Amazon Executive Rejects Candidate Over
ControversialT-Shirt at Job Interview

A hiring decision shared by a
Mumbai-based Amazon Prime
Video executive has sparked a live-
ly debate on social media about
professionalism, first impres-
sions, and workplace
expectations.

Bhavisha Jain, Social and Edi-
torial Lead at Prime Video, recent-
ly revealed on LinkedIn that she
once rejected a promising candi-
date for a creative role because of
the message printed on her T-shirt
during an interview. According to
Jain, the applicant had an impres-
sive profile, relevant work experi-
ence, a strong portfolio, and a so-
cial media following of over 50,000,
making her a strong contender for

the position.

However, Jain said her percep-
tion changed when the candidate
arrived wearing a T-shirt bearing
the slogan, “Too hot for a job.”
While the applicant's qualifica-
tions were impressive, the mes-
sage on the shirt raised concerns
about her judgment and profes-
sionalism in a formal interview
setting.

Clarifying her stance, Jain em-
phasized that the decision was not
about enforcing a strict dress code.
Instead, she argued that job inter-
views require an understanding
of context and that every aspect of
a candidate’s presentation con-
tributes to a first impression. She

noted that clothing, communica-
tion style, body language, and
even printed messages can influ-
ence how a candidate is
perceived.

The LinkedIn post quickly went
viral, drawing mixed reactions
from professionals and job seek-
ers. Many users supported Jain’s
decision, arguing that interviews
are professional environments
where candidates should be mind-
ful of the image they project. They
felt the slogan sent the wrong mes-
sage and reflected poorly on the
applicant’s seriousness about the
opportunity.Others, however,
questioned whether a single cloth-
ing choice should outweigh a can-
didate’s experience, skills, and
achievements. Some argued that
employers should focus more on
merit and performance rather
than personal style, especially for
creative roles where individuality
is often valued.

The incident has reignited dis-
cussions about hiring practices,
workplace culture, and the role
first impressions play in recruit-
ment decisions. It also highlights
the fine balance candidates must
strike between expressing individ-
uality and demonstrating profes-
sionalism during job interviews.
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Most Influential Sports Personalities List

Indian cricket star Smriti
Mandhana has earned global
recognition after being named
in TIME magazine’s prestigious
list of the 100 Most Influential
People in Sports for 2026. The
29-year-old batter is the only In-
dian sportsperson to feature in
this year's list, which celebrates
athletes, coaches, administra-
tors, advocates, and investors
who are shaping the future of
sports worldwide.

The annual list includes some
of the biggest names in interna-
tional sports, led by basketball
legend LeBron James. Other no-
table personalities featured in-
clude football icons Lionel Mes-
siand Cristiano Ronaldo, tennis
sensation Carlos Alcaraz, golfer
Rory Mcllroy, skier Eileen Gu,
basketball star Victor Wemban-
yama, and FIFA President Gi-
anni Infantino.Mandhana’s in-
clusion reflects her remarkable
achievements and growing in-
fluence in women's cricket. The
left-handed opener from Mum-
bai has consistently rewritten
record books and established
herself as one of the most suc-
cessful cricketers in the wom-
en's game. She became the first
Indian woman to score a double
century in a domestic one-day
match and the first Indian wom-
an to register centuries in all
three international formats of
the game.Her achievements ex-

tend beyond individual mile-
stones. Mandhana currently
shares the record for the most
international centuries in wom-
en’s cricket and remains one of
the most dependable perform-
ers for the Indian team. She also
became the first woman crick-
eter to score more than 1,000
One-Day International runs in
a calendar year, further under-
lining her consistency at the
highest level.

TIME highlighted not only
Mandhana’s personal records

but also her contributions to
team success. As captain of the
Royal Challengers Bangalore,
she guided the franchise to
Women's Premier League titles
in 2024 and 2026. She also played
akey role as vice-captain of the
Indian women’s team during its
victorious ICC Women’s World
Cup campaign, finishing among
the tournament’s leading
run-scorers.

In recent years, Mandhana
has continued to set new bench-
marks in international cricket.

She broke the record for the
most international runs scored
by a woman across formats in a
calendar year and surpassed
her own mark the following sea-
son. Her outstanding perfor-
mances also earned her the
BBC Indian Sportswoman of
the Year award in 2025.Mand-
hana’s recognition by TIME fur-
ther cements her status as one
of the most influential figures
in global cricket and a leading
ambassador for Indian women’s
sport on the world stage.
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Smriti Mandhana Lone IndianinTIME’s 100 Zeed Faces BacklashAfter FIFAWorld

Cup Streaming Issues Frustrate Fans

The excitement surrounding
the FIFA World Cup 2026 open-
ing match quickly turned into
frustration for thousands of
football fans in India as stream-
ing platform Zee5 faced wide-
spread technical issues during
the tournament's launch.
Viewers who eagerly logged in
to watch the opening clash be-
tween Mexico and South Afri-
ca reported buffering, lagging
streams, and app crashes that
disrupted their viewing
experience.

The problems surfaced just
before kickoff, when traffic on
the platform surged as fans at-
tempted to access the live
broadcast. Many users com-
plained that the service be-
came unreliable at a crucial
moment, preventing them
from watching the match
smoothly. As frustration
mounted, some viewers
claimed they were forced to
look for alternative sources to
follow the action.

The controversy intensified
because Zee5 had heavily pro-
moted its FIFA World Cup cov-
erage through its “Poora India
Watchega” campaign. The pro-
motional campaign encour-
aged football enthusiasts to
subscribe to premium plans
promising a high-quality view-
ing experience. However, sev-
eral subscribers alleged that
the service delivered on match

day did not match the features
advertised before the
tournament.

One of the major complaints
involved changes to subscrip-
tion benefits. Users claimed
that premium plans originally
offering support for multiple
screens were modified shortly
before the World Cup began,
reducing the number of devic-
es that could stream simulta-
neously. This unexpected
change angered customers
who had purchased plans spe-
cifically for family or group
viewing.

Another point of criticism
centered on video quality. Sub-
scribers said they expected ul-
tra-high-definition streaming
but were unable to access the
quality levels they had been
promised. Many reported that
the available resolution was
significantly lower than antici-
pated, leading to disappoint-
ment during one of the world's
biggest sporting events.Some
customers also encountered is-
sues with subscription recog-
nition within the app. Accord-
ing to user complaints, active
plans were not properly reflect-
ed in their accounts, prompt-
ing confusion and, in some
cases, additional purchases to
access World Cup content.

The issue quickly spilled
onto social media, where dis-
appointed fans criticized the

platform and demanded expla-
nations. Posts expressing an-
ger and frustration gained
traction, with many users ac-
cusing the streaming service
of failing to deliver the experi-
ence they had paid for.

Following the backlash, re-
ports suggested that some of
the disputed subscription fea-
tures were later restored. Nev-
ertheless, the incident has
sparked broader discussions
about the reliability of stream-
ing platforms during major
sporting events and the impor-
tance of maintaining customer
trust when marketing premi-
um digital services.

IndiaAFace Must-Win Situation After Consecutive Sethacks in Tri-Series

India A find themselves in a
difficult position in the ongo-
ing tri-nation series in Sri Lan-
ka after suffering consecutive
defeats that have put their
chances of reaching the final
in jeopardy. Despite boasting a
talented squad featuring sev-
eral promising young cricket-
ers, the team has struggled to
deliver consistent performanc-
es when it mattered most.Led
by Tilak Varma, India A en-
tered the tournament as one of
the favorites. The squad in-
cludes exciting talents such as
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Prabh-
simran Singh, Priyansh Arya,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, and Tilak
himself. However, the team's
performances have fallen short
of expectations, leaving them
in a challenging situation

heading into the final stages of
the competition.

India A began their cam-
paign with a narrow escape
against Sri Lanka A. Although
they managed to secure victo-
ry by eight runs, the match ex-
posed several weaknesses
within the team. The concerns
became more evident in their
next encounter against Af-
ghanistan A, where the batters
put up a competitive perfor-
mance but the bowling attack
failed to defend the total. As a
result, India A suffered a four-
run defeat under the DLS
method.

The team's troubles contin-
ued in their latest clash against
SriLanka A. The top-order bat-
ters failed to provide a strong
foundation, preventing India A

from posting a commanding
score. The bowlers responded
with an improved effort and
managed to push the contest
into a Super Over. However, Sri
Lanka A held their nerve in
the decider, handing India A
another painful defeat.

With two losses in the tour-
nament, India A now face a
must-win scenario. Their final
league-stage match against Af-
ghanistan A has become cru-
cial. A victory is essential if
they are to keep their hopes of
qualifying for the final alive.
Moreover, a convincing win
could significantly improve
their net run rate, which may
prove decisive if multiple
teams finish with the same
number of points.

The qualification equation

remains complicated. If Af-
ghanistan defeat Sri Lanka A
and India A defeat Afghani-
stan, all three teams could end
up level on points. In that sce-
nario, net run rate would de-
termine the two finalists. Con-
versely, if Afghanistan lose
both of their remaining match-
es, India A and Sri Lanka A
would qualify for the title
clash.Meanwhile, India A have
made a change to their squad.
Fast bowler Ashok Sharma
has been drafted in as a re-
placement for Yudhvir Singh,
who has been ruled out of the
tournament due to a shoulder
injury. Ashok recently gained
attention during IPL 2026 after
clocking an impressive speed
of 154.2 kmph while represent-
ing Gujarat.

VijayDeverakonda Named Brand Sooryavanshi-Sri LankaA Clash Sparks
Ambassador ofT620 League 2026 Dehate After Heated Tri-Series Finish

The stage is set for the launch
of the much-anticipated TG20
League 2026, a premier T20 crick-
et tournament organized by the
Hyderabad Cricket Association
(HCA) with the aim of identify-
ing and promoting young crick-
eting talent from Telangana.
Adding star power to the compe-
tition, popular actor Vijay De-
verakonda has been announced
as the official brand ambassador
of the league.

The tournament is scheduled
to begin on June 21 and will fea-
ture eight franchise teams com-
peting in a round-robin format,
with each team playing against
every other side once. Organiz-
ers are leaving no stone un-
turned to build excitement
around the event, with extensive
promotional activities already
underway across Hyderabad.As
part of the pre-tournament cel-
ebrations, the league trophy will
be unveiled at Tank Bund, while
a spectacular drone display re-
cently showcased the logos of
participating teams at Necklace
Road, drawing the attention of

cricket enthusiasts and the gen-
eral public alike.

The opening match of the
tournament will see Palamuru
Strikers take on Anvitha Kham-
mam Aces. Hyderabad e Champi-
ons, one of the participating
franchises, will begin their cam-
paign against Palamuru on June
23

Speaking at a promotional
event held in Begumpet, HCA
Secretary Jivan Reddy and T'G20
Governing Council Chairman
Agam Rao shared details about
the tournament. According to
the organizers, the champion
team will receive a prize money
of 1 crore, while the runners-up
will be awarded 50 lakh. The
teams finishing in third and
fourth places will receive 25
lakh each.A grand opening cer-
emony is also planned at the Up-
pal Stadium before the first
match. The event will feature a
live music concert by renowned
music director Thaman, along
with an impressive laser show
designed to entertain fans and
create a festive atmosphere.

Organizers stated that the
league will largely follow the
rules and regulations of the In-
dian Premier League, except for
the Impact Player rule. Tickets
for the matches have been made
available through the District
app, with prices kept affordable
at 50 and 100 to encourage maxi-
mum fan participation.

Representing Hyderabad e
Champions at the event, ETV
Bharat Director Brhathi ex-
pressed happiness about being
part of the new league. She high-
lighted the commitment of Ush-
odaya Enterprises and the Ramo-
ji Group toward supporting
sports and nurturing young tal-
ent through various initiatives.
She also urged all franchises to
identify promising cricketers
and provide them with opportu-
nities that could help them reach
the national level. With strong or-
ganizational backing, attractive
prize money, and celebrity sup-
port, the TG20 League aims to
become a major platform for dis-
covering the next generation of
cricket stars from Telangana.

A tense finish to the India A
versus Sri Lanka A match in
the ongoing tri-series has be-
come the center of attention
after an on-field altercation
involving young Indian batter
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and a
Sri Lankan player. The inci-
dent occurred following Sri
Lanka A’s dramatic Super
Over victory, overshadowing
what had been a fiercely con-
tested encounter.

The controversy unfolded
moments after Sri Lanka cel-
ebrated their triumph. Re-
ports suggest that a Sri Lan-
kan player allegedly made a
remark directed at Sooryavan-
shi while the Indian youngster
was dealing with the disap-
pointment of defeat. The com-
ment reportedly implied that
India A’s campaign was over
and that the player could now

head home.

The remark is believed to
have angered Sooryavanshi,
who reacted by moving to-
ward the Sri Lankan player.
The situation quickly escalat-
ed as both players confronted
each other. Teammates and
support staff intervened im-
mediately, preventing the ex-
change from developing into a
larger confrontation. Videos
of the incident soon circulat-
ed on social media, drawing
widespread reactions from
cricket fans.

The clash has also raised
questions about whether dis-
ciplinary action will be taken
against the players involved.
Unlike official international
matches, India A and Sri Lan-
ka A fixtures are not directly
overseen by the International
Cricket Council’s disciplinary

framework. However, tourna-
ment organizers and partici-
pating cricket boards may still
review the incident and de-
cide whether any action is
warranted.

Reports indicate that dis-
cussions were held within the
Sri Lanka A camp following
the match. There have also
been suggestions that players
may have been advised to de-
fuse tensions and maintain
sporting conduct moving for-
ward. As of now, no official
announcement regarding dis-
ciplinary measures has been
made.The match itself was
filled with drama even before
the altercation. Chasing a tar-
get of 266, Sri Lanka A needed
five runs from the final over.
Indian pacer Arshad Khan
bowled brilliantly, conceding
only three runs from the first

five deliveries. On the final
ball, Sri Lanka required two
runs to win. A delivery struck
Chamika Gunasekara on the
pads, and the batters attempt-
ed to complete two runs. Al-
though a run-out occurred
while attempting the second
run, the teams had already
leveled the scores, forcing a
Super Over.India A captain Ti-
lak Varma questioned the
award of a leg-bye, arguing
that the batter had not made a
genuine attempt to play the
ball. However, the umpires up-
held their decision, and the
match proceeded to a Super
Over, where Sri Lanka A
emerged victorious.The dra-
matic finish and subsequent
confrontation have added an-
other chapter to an already in-
tense tri-series campaign.
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HeroVishal’s Warm Interaction with
Tamil Nadu CM Joseph Vijay Goes Viral

Actor Vishal recently met Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister Jo-
seph Vijay in a meeting that
quickly drew attention for its
emotional tone, personal mem-
ories, and a notable act of so-
cial goodwill. The interaction,
later shared through Vishal’s
personal note, highlighted a
long-standing friendship be-
tween the two that reportedly
dates back to their college days
at Loyola College.

Vishal recalled the early days
of their acquaintance, men-
tioning that he has long affec-
tionately addressed Vijay as
“darling,” a term that has con-
tinued over the years even as
both have grown into promi-
nent public figures. He reflect-
ed on Vijay’s journey from a
film actor to a leading star and
eventually to the highest politi-
cal office in Tamil Nadu, ex-
pressing admiration for the
consistency in his humility
and grounded personality de-
spite the dramatic rise in stat-
ure and responsibility.

According to Vishal, the
meeting carried a sense of fa-
miliarity and warmth, as
though time had not altered
their personal bond. He de-
scribed the interaction as emo-
tionally significant, noting that
itreminded him of their shared
history and the early phases of
their respective careers. He
also acknowledged the broader
political landscape of Tamil
Nadu by referencing several

Navika Kotia

well-known leaders from differ-
ent eras, emphasizing how the
state’s leadership journey has
evolved over time.

One of the most talked-about
aspects of the meeting was
Vishal’s decision to tra-
ditional ceremonial gifts such
as a bouquet and shawl. In-
stead, he chose to redirect the
funds that would have been
spent on these items towards a
charitable cause. He stated that
the money was used to support
the education of three under-
privileged girl children in Ta-
mil Nadu, an initiative he dedi-
cated in the Chief Minister’s
name. This gesture was widely
appreciated as a meaningful
act aimed at creating long-term
impact beyond symbolism.

Vishal further expressed
gratitude for the opportunity to
meet the Chief Minister and
extended his wishes for contin-
ued success, positivity, and pro-
gress during his tenure. He
conveyed hope for the state’s
development and stability un-
der the current leadership.

The meeting has since gained
traction on social media, with
many users highlighting both
the emotional camaraderie be-
tween the two personalities
and the philanthropic angle of
the gesture. The interaction
stands out as a blend of person-
al connection and social re-
sponsibility, resonating strong-
ly with fans and the public
alike.
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SaveTheTigers Season 3 Premiere Turns Yo

SCREEN

into a Laughter-Filled Celebration

The grand premiere of Save
The Tigers Season 3 turned into
a lively, laughter-filled evening
as cast members, crew, and in-
vited guests gathered to cele-
brate the return of the popular
Telugu OTT comedy franchise.
The special screening, held amid
a festive atmosphere, showcased
the show’s new fantasy-infused
storyline, which immediately
connected with audiences and
celebrities, drawing continuous
laughter, applause, and positive
reactions throughout the
episode.

The event saw the presence of
several prominent names from
the Telugu entertainment indus-
try. Actor Sundeep Kishan added
star appeal to the evening, inter-
acting warmly with the team and
media. Comedy favourite Ven-
nela Kishore once again stood
out with his unique divine char-
acter, which has emerged as one
of the major highlights of the
new season. His performance re-
ceived strong appreciation from
the audience present at the
premiere.

Actor Priyadarshi Pulikonda,
who plays one of the central
characters in the ensemble cast,
was widely appreciated for his
timing, emotional delivery, and

comic presence. Meanwhile, Ab-
hinav Gomatam continued to im-
press with his quirky, relatable
screen presence, adding to the
humour-driven narrative that
has been a trademark of the se-
ries since its inception.

The chemistry between the
three couples remains at the
heart of Save The Tigers, with
the new season blending every-
day relationship struggles with a
fantasy twist that adds freshness
to the storytelling. Early reac-
tions from the premiere suggest
that Season 3 successfully ele-
vates the entertainment quotient
while preserving the relatable
humour and emotional core that
made the earlier seasons widely
popular.The creators and pro-
duction team expressed confi-
dence that the latest season will

resonate strongly with both loyal
viewers and new audiences.
They highlighted that the shift
from a purely situational come-
dy format to a more imaginative
narrative space has allowed the
series to explore new storytelling
possibilities while maintaining
its signature comedic style.

With its ensemble cast, sharp
writing, and energetic perfor-
mances, Save The Tigers Season
3 is already generating strong
buzz as one of the most antici-
pated Telugu web series releases
of the year. The premiere con-
cluded on a high note, with
guests leaving the venue in
cheerful spirits, still discussing
their favourite comedic mo-
ments from the screening and
praising the team’s creative
evolution.

Stardom Made Me Overconfident, Says Samantha After Career Break

-~ +

Actor Samantha Ruth Prabhu
has offered a candid reflection on
her journey in cinema, admitting
that the rapid rise to fame and a
string of successful films once
shaped her mindset in ways she
now views with greater clarity.
Speaking ahead of the release of
her upcoming film Maa Inti Ban-
garam, she revisited the early
phase of her career and the per-
sonal transformation she experi-
enced after stepping away from
work due to health reasons.
Samantha shared that coming
from a modest background, expe-

riencing stardom at a young age
felt overwhelming. The over-
whelming audience response to
her films and performances
brought not only admiration but
also immense pressure to consist-
ently deliver success. She re-
vealed that during a particularly
active phase of her career, she
took on multiple projects within
a single year, driven by the expec-
tation to maintain momentum
and live up to her growing
popularity.

The actress acknowledged that
this phase gradually led to a
mindset shaped by confidence
that bordered on overconfidence.
With several consecutive hits, she
was often described as having a
“golden touch” at the box office.
While the label was flattering, Sa-
mantha said it eventually created
an internal burden, where she felt
compelled to constantly meet ex-
pectations from both the industry
and audiences. Over time, she
recognized this as a form of pride
influenced by success rather than
grounded self-awareness.

A significant turning point in
her life came with her diagnosis

Tamannaah Bhatia Says She Was
Unsatisfied With‘Kaavaalaa’

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia has
candidly admitted that she was not
fully satisfied with her perfor-
mance in the viral song Kaavaalaa
from Rajinikanth’s Jailer, stating
that she felt she could have done
better despite the track becoming a
massive success.

Speaking during a YouTube vlog
interaction with choreographer-
director Farah Khan, Tamannaah
revealed that she experienced
mixed feelings after completing the
shoot of the song. While Kaavaalaa
went on to become a major chart-
buster and gained massive popu-
larity across platforms, the actress
said she personally felt she could
have performed with greater preci-
sion, energy, and confidence. She
also noted that unlike trained danc-
ers, she has learned performance
skills through experience, which
sometimes makes her more self-
critical about her output.

Tamannaah added that she had
invested significant time in re-
hearsals for several dance numbers
in her career, including Aaj Ki
Raat, for which she reportedly
practiced for nearly two weeks. De-
spite such preparation, she ex-
plained that she often walks away
from performances believing there
is always room for improvement.
During the conversation, Farah
Khan also observed that this self-
critical mindset is a consistent
trait in Tamannaah'’s approach to
work.

The actress further emphasized
that while the audience response to
Kaavaalaa was overwhelmingly
positive, her personal satisfaction
did not fully align with the final
output. However, the song com-
posed by Anirudh Ravichander be-
came a cultural sensation soon af-
ter its release. Its catchy rhythm,
energetic choreography, and visual
appeal helped it dominate music
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charts and social media trends,
making it one of the most talked-
about dance numbers in recent

years.

Despite her personal reflections,
Tamannaah continues to maintain
a strong presence across film in-
dustries. She is currently associ-
ated with multiple upcoming pro-
jects, including Vvan - Force of the
Forest, where she will share screen
space with Sidharth Malhotra. The
film is expected to explore folklore-
inspired storytelling and marks a
fresh genre shift in her career
choices.

In addition, she has also been
linked to the upcoming horror pro-
ject Ragini 3, which has already
generated curiosity among audi-
ences due to its title and casting
buzz. Though detailed information
about the film remains under
wraps, it is being closely followed
by fans and industry watchers.

Her honest remarks about
Kaavaalaa have sparked discus-
sions about the gap that often ex-
ists between audience appreciation
and an actor’s personal satisfac-
tion. The comments also highlight
the pressure performers face in
high-profile projects, where even
widely successful work may not al-
ways meet their own creative
expectations.

of an autoimmune condition. The
resulting health break forced her
to pause and reassess her priori-
ties, both personally and profes-
sionally. During this period away
from the spotlight, she said she
came to understand that a career
in films is not endless and that
personal well-being must take
precedence over constant profes-
sional output.

Samantha explained that this
realization fundamentally
changed her outlook on life and
work. It encouraged her to adopt
amore balanced approach, focus-
ing on healthier boundaries,
mindful choices, and a deeper un-
derstanding of longevity in her
profession. She added that if she
continues her journey in cinema,
it will be with a renewed perspec-
tive and more sustainable work-
ing habits.

Her reflections have resonated
widely, particularly as she pre-
pares for her film release, with
audiences appreciating her open-
ness about the pressures of fame,
the emotional toll of stardom,
and the lessons learned through
recovery.
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The Tamil film industry contin-
ues to witness strong speculation
around actor Ajith Kumar, as the
star has not yet made an official
announcement regarding his next
film. This lack of clarity has
sparked widespread discussion
across trade circles and among
fans, with ongoing reports sug-
gesting that project delays may be
linked to production negotiations
and remuneration expectations.

Industry sources indicate that
Ajith Kumar is reportedly seeking
a high remuneration for his up-
coming venture, with figures spec-
ulated to be in the range of 140 to
180 crores. However, production
houses are believed to be cautious
about committing such large
budgets in the current market en-
vironment, where even big-budget
films face unpredictable box office
performance and rising financial
risk.Following the release of his
recent back-to-back films, Ajith is
said to have taken a brief step
back from active film commit-
ments. During this period, he has
reportedly focused on his passion
for motorsports and international
racing events, which has kept him
in the public eye even in the ab-
sence of new film announcements.
This break, however, has also
fueled anticipation among fans ea-
ger for confirmation of his next
big-screen project.

Trade analysts point out that
the Tamil film industry is current-
ly undergoing a relatively cau-
tious phase. Several production

llywood Buzz Grows Over Ajith Kumar’s
Next Film Amid Salary Speculations

houses are dealing with financial
constraints, reduced investment
appetite, and increased pressure
to ensure box office returns. As a
result, only a limited number of
major studios are actively backing
large-scale star-driven projects,
making it more challenging to
structure high-value deals.

In this context, there is growing
discussion within the industry
about alternative compensation
models, particularly profit-shar-
ing arrangements instead of fixed
upfront remuneration. Some pro-
ducers believe this approach could
help distribute financial risk more
effectively. However, it remains
uncertain whether Ajith Kumar
would be open to such a model for
his next project.Despite the uncer-
tainty surrounding production
and financial negotiations, direc-
tors who have previously collabo-
rated with the actor are reportedly
keen to work with him again,
highlighting his continued strong
demand in the industry. His mar-
ket appeal and fan following re-
main significant factors that keep
him at the center of Kollywood
discussions.

For now, the final outcome de-
pends on how production budgets,
remuneration expectations, and
market conditions align. Until an
official announcement is made,
speculation around Ajith Kumar’s
next film is expected to remain
one of the most closely watched
topics in Tamil cinema trade
circles.
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