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CM Revanth Reddy Extends Telangana Formation , .
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Day Greetings, Pays Tribute to Martyrs

Hyderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

On the occasion of Telanga-
na Formation Day, Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy extend-
ed heartfelt greetings to the
people of the state and paid
rich tributes to those who sac-
rificed their lives during the
Telangana statehood
movement.

The Chief Minister said that
the formation of Telangana
was made possible due to the
sacrifices of countless martyrs
and the long-standing aspira-
tions of the people. He recalled
the spirit of the movement and
paid homage to those who laid
down their lives for the cause
of a separate state.

He said Telangana, born out
of a historic struggle, is now
emerging as a role model for
the country in development
and welfare sectors. The Chief
Minister stated that the “peo-

- g
ple’s government” is commit-
ted to taking the state forward
on the path of inclusive
growth, social justice and eco-
nomic progress.

Revanth Reddy highlighted
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that the government is giving

priority to farmers’ welfare,
women’s empowerment, youth

employment, education,
healthcare, and infrastructure
development. He said several

initiatives are being imple-
mented with a focus on ensur-
ing that the benefits of devel-
opment reach every
household.

He added that the govern-
ment is working with transpar-
ency and accountability, aim-
ing to transform governance in
line with public aspirations.
The Chief Minister said the ad-
ministration is continuously
striving to ensure balanced de-
velopment across all regions of
the state.

On the occasion, he called
upon people to celebrate Telan-
gana Formation Day with uni-
ty and brotherhood and to ac-
tively participate in the
rebuilding and progress of the
state.

The Chief Minister said the
spirit of Telangana should con-
tinue to inspire collective ef-
forts towards building a strong-
er, more prosperous
future.

Chief Minister Assures Full Paddy
Procurement and Calls for Centre’s Support

Komaram Bheem Asi-
fabad, June O1 | TPN
Bureau

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Sunday assured
farmers in Telangana that the
state government would pro-
cure every grain of paddy pro-
duced, urging them not to wor-
ry about procurement delays
or crop conditions. He said that
even wet and damaged paddy
would be purchased at the min-
imum support price and
stressed that no farmer would
be left unsupported.

Addressing a public meeting
at Kagaznagar in Komaram
Bheem Asifabad district as
part of the “Praja Palana - Pra-
gathi Plan” programme, the
Chief Minister said the gov-
ernment remains fully com-
mitted to buying the entire pro-
duce from farmers. He asked
farmers not to lose confidence
and reiterated that procure-
ment would be completed with-
out exception.

He criticised the Union Gov-
ernment for its approach to-
wards paddy procurement,
stating that announcing mini-
mum support prices alone was
not sufficient unless the Centre
actively participated in pur-
chasing the grain. He alleged
that Telangana was not being
given the same level of priority
as other states in central pro-
curement operations and
called for a fair approach.
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The Chief Minister also
urged Union Minister G. Kis-
han Reddy to take responsibil-
ity and intervene to ensure
central agencies procure crops
such as paddy, maize, and sun-
flower from Telangana. He said
the Centre must act without
delay in supporting farmers
and strengthening procure-
ment systems.

Highlighting irrigation and
inter-state issues, he referred

to the Pranahita—Chevella pro-
ject at Tummidihatti and said
that discussions with the Ma-
harashtra government over
land acquisition had not yield-
ed results. He said nearly 2,000
acres were required for the
project and that repeated re-
quests and correspondence
had not received a positive re-
sponse. He stressed that such
issues should be resolved
through cooperation between
states, as recommended by the
Prime Minister.

He said Telangana had al-
ready procured around 62 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy this
season and expected the total
procurement to reach about 75
lakh metric tonnes. He also
noted that maize production
stood at nearly 40 lakh tonnes
and demanded that central
agencies step in to procure all
major crops at MSP.

On housing, the Chief Minis-
ter directed officials to inten-
sify implementation of the In-
diramma Housing Scheme in

State Readies Action Plan for Water,

Monsoo

Hyderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Sunday di-
rected officials to prepare a
comprehensive action plan to
handle possible water stress,
inter-state river issues, and
monsoon-related challenges,
following weather department
warnings of El Nino impact
and potential rainfall deficits.

Chairing a high-level review
meeting at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Telangana Secretariat in Hy-
derabad, the Chief Minister as-
sessed preparedness across ag-
riculture, irrigation,
municipal administration, ru-
ral development, health, home,
HYDRAA, disaster manage-
ment, and fire services depart-
ments. He warned that delayed
or inadequate planning during
the monsoon season could cre-
ate serious difficulties for
farmers and urban
settlements.

He instructed irrigation of-
ficials to ensure Telangana re-
ceives its rightful share of
Krishna and Godavari river
waters under the proportional
allocation system. He cau-
tioned that upstream states re-
leasing water only after filling
reservoirs could affect down-
stream availability and urged
early coordination with Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka
authorities.

The Chief Minister also
asked officials to explore a
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Maharashtra regarding the
use of water from the Koyna
Dam for hydroelectric genera-
tion, suggesting that Telanga-
na could supply electricity in
exchange for water usage
agreements.

He highlighted that large vol-
umes of floodwater from the
Godavari river continue to flow
into the sea every year and
called for a long-term plan to
divert and utilise surplus flood-
waters from both Godavari and
Pranahita systems.

Reviewing dam safety, he or-
dered immediate repair and
maintenance of all reservoir
gates on a war footing. He re-
ferred to past incidents, includ-
ing issues at the Kadem pro-
ject, and stressed that there
should be zero negligence. Of-
ficials informed that 300 crore
had already been released for
maintenance, and the Chief
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structured arrangement with
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Minister said additional funds
would be sanctioned without
delay if required.

He warned that strict action
would be taken against offi-
cials in case of any lapses dur-
ing the monsoon season. He
also directed the agriculture
department to align crop plan-
ning with weather forecasts
and promote low-water, cli-
mate-resilient crops through
awareness campaigns in farm-
er training centres. He suggest-
ed using Al-based educational
videos and television outreach
to guide farmers.He instructed
officials to ensure adequate
availability of seeds and ferti-
lizers and said the Centre
would be requested to allocate
the entire urea production
from the Ramagundam ferti-
lizer plant to Telangana.The
Chief Minister reviewed flood
relief commitments made dur-
ing last year’s monsoon and

agement

sought detailed reports on
pending works. He asked for
disciplinary action where neg-
ligence was found and stressed
timely compensation for affect-
ed families through proper FIR
registration during disasters.

He also directed urban au-
thorities to prevent waterlog-
ging in Hyderabad and identi-
fied 141 flood-prone locations
for water harvesting struc-
tures. Senior official K. Ram-
akrishna Rao was instructed to
monitor pending works closely
and ensure inter-departmental
coordination.

He further directed district
collectors and superintendents
of police to hold regular coor-
dination meetings and empha-
sized unified action among rev-
enue, police, irrigation,
electricity, municipal, and
health departments to ensure
effective governance during
the monsoon season.
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tribal and rural areas. He an-
nounced additional sanction
of houses in Integrated Tribal
Development Agency regions
and said special drives should
be conducted to ensure that
every eligible family receives a
pucca house.

He instructed officials to
complete household surveys
through gram sabhas and en-
sure transparent identification
of beneficiaries. He said the
government aimed to elimi-
nate hut dwellings in tribal
habitations within a year and
reaffirmed that welfare pro-
grammes would be implement-
ed without discrimination.

He added that the govern-
ment would prioritise rural de-
velopment and ensure housing
for the poor even under finan-
cial constraints. Ministers,
public representatives, and
senior officials attended the
programme.

Komaram Bheem Asifabad,
June 01 | TPN Bureau

A. Revanth Reddy has inten-
sified his push on inter-state
irrigation issues, warning that
Telangana may launch an agi-
tation if Maharashtra contin-
ues to delay approvals on key
water projects.

In recent remarks, the Chief
Minister expressed dissatisfac-
tion over what he described as
Maharashtra’s “continued ne-
glect” in clearing pending pro-
posals related to irrigation in-
frastructure, particularly
those affecting Telangana’s
water-sharing interests. He
said delays were impacting
long-pending projects and
urged immediate coordination
between the two states to re-
solve the issue amicably.

According to the Chief Min-
ister, Telangana has been con-
sistently seeking cooperation
from Maharashtra on projects
linked to the Devendra Fad-
navis-led government, espe-
cially those concerning bar-
rage height revisions and
water utilisation plans under
inter-state river agreements.
He stressed that Telangana is

Warns
Maharashtra’s Neglect
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willing to pursue dialogue but
will not hesitate to escalate the
matter politically if progress is
not made.

The statement comes amid
Telangana’s broader focus on
irrigation expansion, includ-
ing projects such as the Prana-
hita-Chevella and Tummidi-
hatti-related proposals, which
have been under discussion
between the two states for sev-
eral years. The Chief Minister
has repeatedly argued that op-
timal use of available river wa-
ter is critical for agricultural
stability and drought-proofing
Telangana.Officials indicated
that renewed correspondence
and talks are expected between
the two states in the coming
days. However, the Chief Min-
ister’s warning of agitation
signals rising pressure on in-
ter-state negotiations over wa-
ter resources.

The issue is likely to gain
further political momentum as
irrigation remains a sensitive
subject in Telangana, with
competing claims over river
water usage continuing to
shape state-level policy
debates.

Drone Ban Imposed Around Secunderabad Parade
Ground Ahead of Telangana Formation Day Celebrations

Hyderabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

In view of the Telangana
Formation Day celebrations
scheduled at Parade Ground,
Secunderabad, on Tuesday, the
Malkajgiri Police have im-
posed a temporary ban on the
use of drones and other re-
motely operated aerial devices
in the area as part of height-
ened security arrangements
for the Chief Minister’s visit.

The order was issued by Mal-
kajgiri Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Ch. Sridhar, re-
stricting all forms of aerial ac-
tivity including drones of any
capacity, para-gliders, and re-
motely controlled micro-light
aircraft.

According to the notifica-
tion, the restrictions will be in
force on June 2 from 12 noon to
2 pm in areas falling under Be-
gumpet, Bowenpally, and
Marredpally police station lim-
its. The move is aimed at en-
suring security and maintain-
ing law and order during the
official programme.

Officials said the precaution-

ary measure has been taken
considering the presence of
VVIPs, including the Chief
Minister, and the expected
large public gathering at the
venue.

The police department has
warned that any violation of
the order will attract strict le-
gal action under relevant pro-
visions of law. The directive
has also been circulated to air-
port authorities, security agen-
cies, local police stations, and
media organisations to ensure
wider compliance and
awareness.

Citizens have been urged to
cooperate with the administra-
tion and avoid operating any
unmanned aerial devices with-
in the restricted zones during
the specified time.

Authorities said such re-
strictions are routine during
high-security public events
and are essential to prevent po-
tential security risks and en-
sure smooth conduct of official
ceremonies marking Telanga-
na Formation Day.

Bhatti Vikramarka Meets Congress Top Leadership in
Delhi, Briefs on Jharkhand Political Situation

New Delhi, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka on Sunday held a series
of meetings in New Delhi with
senior Congress leadership,
including AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge and AICC
General Secretary (Organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal, and
briefed them on the latest po-
litical developments in
Jharkhand.

During his meeting with
AICC President Mallikarjun
Kharge, the Deputy Chief
Minister discussed the politi-
cal situation in Jharkhand
ahead of the upcoming Rajya
Sabha elections, where coali-
tion dynamics are expected to
play a crucial role. Acting on
directions from the Congress
high command, Bhatti Vikra-
marka had recently visited
Jharkhand to assess the
ground-level situation, party
organisation, and evolving po-
litical equations.

He submitted a detailed re-
port to Kharge covering the
internal functioning of the
Congress party in the state,
feedback from local leaders,
and his discussions with
Jharkhand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren. He also highlight-
ed efforts being made to
strengthen coordination
among INDIA bloc partners
and to evolve a unified strate-
gy for the upcoming
elections.

The Deputy Chief Minister

emphasised the importance of
maintaining close coordina-
tion between alliance partners
to ensure electoral success
and political stability. Sources
said Kharge appreciated the
detailed inputs and stressed
the need for continuous com-
munication between the cen-
tral leadership and state units.

Later, Bhatti Vikramarka
also met K.C. Venugopal and
submitted a comprehensive
report on his Jharkhand visit.
He shared observations on or-
ganisational challenges, coor-
dination mechanisms, and
preparations for upcoming po-
litical developments.

During the discussions,
Venugopal is understood to
have advised stronger engage-
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ment with state leaders and al-
liance partners to ensure
smooth coordination and or-
ganisational efficiency. He
also reviewed steps being tak-
en to further consolidate the
INDIA bloc.

The meetings are part of a
broader series of consulta-
tions by the Congress high
command with senior leaders
to review state-wise political
strategies and strengthen or-
ganisational preparedness
ahead of key electoral battles.
Bhatti Vikramarka’s engage-
ments in Delhi underline the
Congress party’s continued fo-
cus on internal coordination,
alliance management, and
strengthening its position in
crucial states.
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Uttam Kumar Reddy Inspects Paddy Procurement Centres in Suryapet

Suryapet, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

As part of efforts to sustain
the momentum of the large-
scale paddy procurement
drive in Telangana, Irrigation
and Civil Supplies Minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy on Sun-
day inspected paddy purchase
centres at Tirumalgiri and
Phanigiri in Suryapet
district.

During the visit, the Minis-
ter closely reviewed the pro-
gress of procurement opera-
tions and assessed the
arrangements made for farm-
ers at the centres. He interact-
ed with farmers, procurement
staff, and local officials to un-
derstand the ground-level situ-
ation and address any opera-
tional challenges.

Uttam Kumar Reddy empha-

sised the need for smooth and
transparent procurement pro-
cesses, ensuring that farmers
do not face inconvenience
while selling their produce. He
directed officials to expedite
the lifting of procured paddy
from the centres to prevent
stockpiling and avoid delays
that could disrupt ongoing
procurement activities.

The Minister also reviewed
the availability of basic facili-
ties at the procurement cen-
tres, including weighing sys-
tems, storage arrangements,
and transportation logistics.
He instructed officials to en-
sure that all necessary infra-
structure is in place to support
uninterrupted operations dur-
ing the procurement season.

Farmers who interacted
with the Minister raised con-
cerns related to delays in

transportation and occasional
logistical bottlenecks. Re-
sponding to their concerns, Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy assured
them that the government is
committed to resolving issues
promptly and safeguarding
farmers’ interests. He reiter-
ated that timely procurement
and payments remain a top
priority for the state govern-
ment.Highlighting the impor-
tance of efficient coordina-
tion, the Minister called upon
officials from the Civil Sup-
plies and allied departments to
work in close coordination to
streamline procurement and
transportation processes. He
stressed that effective plan-
ning and monitoring are es-
sential to maintain the pace of
procurement across the state.

Thungathurthi MLA Man-
dula Samuel, along with local

public representatives, accom-
panied the Minister during
the inspection. They also in-
teracted with farmers and re-
viewed the functioning of the
procurement centres.

The visit is part of the state
government’s ongoing moni-
toring mechanism to ensure
that the paddy procurement
drive progresses without dis-
ruption. With Telangana wit-
nessing significant paddy pro-
duction, the government is
focusing on strengthening pro-
curement infrastructure and
logistics to support farmers
and maintain efficiency in the
system.

Officials present during the
inspection assured the Minis-
ter that necessary steps are be-
ing taken to address the issues
raised and further improve
the procurement process.
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Centre Steps In to Speed Up Urea
Hydmpp ly to Telangana for Kharif

e 01| TPN
Bureau

The Telangana government
has intensified its efforts to en-
sure uninterrupted fertiliser
supply for the upcoming Kha-
rif 2026 season, with the Cen-
tre stepping in to expedite urea
transportation and allocation
following requests from State
Agriculture Minister Tumma-
la Nageswara Rao.

The Minister had recently
written to Union Ministers for
Chemicals and Fertilisers and
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways, seeking enhanced urea
allocation and faster move-
ment of stocks lying at ports.
Responding promptly, the Cen-
tre has initiated measures to
ensure smooth supply and
logistics.

Tummala Nageswara Rao
said the Centre has assured full
support in meeting Telanga-
na’s fertiliser requirements.
With the cultivated area ex-
pected to increase during the
Kharif season, the state has
sought to raise its monthly
urea allocation from 10 lakh
metric tonnes to 11.5 lakh met-
ric tonnes. The Minister also
requested a special allocation
of 2 lakh metric tonnes from
Ramagundam Fertilizers and
Chemicals Limited.

While the Centre clarified
that exclusive allocation from
a single plant is not feasible un-
der the national pooling sys-
tem, it assured that Telanga-
na’s requirements would be
met through a combination of
domestic production and im-
ports without disruption.

On the logistics front, the
Union Ministry of Ports has is-
sued urgent directions to port
authorities to prioritise urea
shipments meant for Telanga-
na. Stocks that had reached

ports but were facing delays in
evacuation are now being
transported on a priority basis.
Authorities confirmed that
urea allocated to Telangana at
key ports has been cleared and
dispatched.

The state government has
also taken additional steps to
strengthen coordination. Spe-
cial officers will be deployed at
major ports to monitor load-
ing, unloading, rake allocation,
and transportation. These of-
ficials will coordinate directly
with port authorities, fertiliser
companies, and the Railways to
prevent delays.

According to the Minister,
10,000 metric tonnes of urea
have been dispatched from
Gangavaram Port, while 21,000
metric tonnes have been moved
from Jaigad Port in Maharash-
tra. Further shipments are be-
ing expedited to ensure timely
availability.

To streamline coordination
with the Centre, the Managing
Director of TG Agros has been
designated as a nodal officer to
oversee urea allocation, im-
ports, and supply chain
management.

At the ground level, officials
have been instructed to con-
duct daily reviews on fertiliser
stocks, distribution, and sup-
ply. The government has also
upgraded its fertiliser booking
app and enabled access
through Mee Seva centres and
a toll-free number to assist
farmers facing difficulties.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment, Tummala
Nageswara Rao assured that
all necessary steps are being
taken to ensure farmers re-
ceive fertilisers on time and
without inconvenience during
the crucial agricultural
season.

Chief Minister Announces Police .

Medals on Telangana Formation Day

Hyderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Ahead of the Telangana For-
mation Day celebrations on
Tuesday, the state government
has announced the list of
Chief Minister’s Police Medal
awardees recognising distin-
guished service and acts of gal-
lantry by police personnel
across the state.

TS Genco vigilance and secu-
rity chief Pratap has been se-
lected for the Chief Minister’s
Police Medal for his notable
service in the department. The
announcement highlights rec-
ognition for officers serving in
both operational and special-
ised wings of the police
system.

In the gallantry category,
Bhadradri Kothagudem re-
serve inspector Ravi and Cher-
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la station house officer Raju
have been honoured for their
courage in the line of duty. In-
telligence constable Sampath,
along with seven other person-
nel from the elite anti-Maoist
Greyhounds unit, have also
been awarded gallantry medals
for their role in anti-insurgen-
cy operations.

In addition, the government
has announced a wide range of
service honours. Sixteen per-
sonnel will receive the Mahon-
natha Seva Medal for excep-
tional contribution to public
service. This is followed by 94
Uttam Seva Medals, 50 Harsh
Seva Medals, and 461 Seva
Medals awarded to personnel
across various ranks and
departments.

Officials indicated that the
full and official list of awar-
dees will be formally released
during the award ceremony
scheduled as part of the For-
mation Day celebrations. The
honours are part of the state’s
annual recognition pro-
gramme aimed at boosting mo-
rale and acknowledging dedi-
cation within the police force.

Husnabad Municipality Wins Best
Environmental Performance Award

Husnabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar on Sunday expressed hap-
piness over Husnabad Munic-
ipality receiving the “Best
Environmental Performance
Award” from the Telangana
Pollution Control Board (T'G-
PCB) on the occasion of
World Environment Day 2026.

Describing it as a proud
moment for the people of
Husnabad, the Minister said
that only two municipalities
in the state Husnabad and
Suryapet have been selected
for this prestigious recogni-
tion, highlighting their out-
standing efforts in environ-
mental management.

He stated that the award re-
flects the collective efforts of
municipal officials, public
representatives, sanitation
workers, voluntary organisa-
tions, and citizens in imple-
menting effective measures
in waste management, sani-
tation, green development,

and environmental
protection.“The recognition
at the state level is a testa-
ment to the commitment
shown by all stakeholders in
maintaining cleanliness and
promoting sustainable prac-
tices in Husnabad,” Ponnam
Prabhakar said.The award
will be formally presented on
June 5, 2026, at the Telangana
Pollution Control Board of-
fice in Sanath Nagar, Hy-
derabad, as part of the World
Environment Day celebra-
tions.The Minister noted that
special emphasis has been
laid on environmental con-
servation as part of the devel-
opment of the Husnabad con-
stituency. He said that

initiatives undertaken in the
region have not only im-
proved sanitation standards
but also contributed to eco-
logical sustainability.
Congratulating the munici-
pal chairman, councillors,
commissioner, staff, sanita-
tion workers, and the resi-
dents of Husnabad, he lauded
their dedication and team-
work in achieving this mile-
stone.Ponnam Prabhakar
also called upon all stake-
holders to continue their ef-
forts in maintaining
Husnabad as a model munici-
pality in cleanliness and envi-
ronmental protection. He
urged citizens to actively par-
ticipate in future initiatives
to sustain and enhance envi-
ronmental standards.The
Minister expressed confi-
dence that Husnabad would
continue to set benchmarks
in urban environmental man-
agement and serve as an in-
spiration for other munici-
palities across Telangana.

Congress Must Take Party Ideology
to Grassroots Level Says PCC Chief
Mahesh Kumar Goud

Hyderabad, June O1 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) Presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud on
Sunday called upon party lead-
ers and workers to take the ide-
ology and welfare agenda of
the Congress party to the
grassroots level across the
state.

He was speaking as the chief
guest at the TPCC SC Cell State
Executive Committee meeting
held at Plaza Hotel in Hy-
derabad. The meeting was
chaired by TPCC SC Cell
Chairman and Manakondur
MLA Dr. Kavampalli
Satyanarayana and witnessed
the participation of nearly 100
state executive members, dis-
trict leaders, and party work-
ers from across Telangana.

Addressing the gathering,
Mahesh Kumar Goud said that
Congress party principles, pol-
icies, and welfare programmes
should be effectively communi-
cated to people in villages to
strengthen public trust in the
party. He urged leaders to work
at the field level to attract the
Dalit community towards the
Congress and ensure wider
awareness of government wel-
fare schemes.

He further stated that
strengthening organisational
presence at the grassroots level
is essential for consolidating
the party’s position in the state

and ensuring effective out-
reach of its programmes.

Speaking on the occasion,
TPCC SC Cell Chairman Dr.
Kavampalli Satyanarayana an-
nounced that the cell will soon
launch a large-scale member-
ship drive across Telangana.
He said the membership regis-
tration process will be fully
digitised through a dedicated
mobile application, which will
help in streamlining data man-
agement, organisational struc-
ture, and programme
implementation.

He added that the goal is to
develop the Telangana SC Cell
into a model structure in the
country by building a strong
organisational network from
the village level to the state lev-
el. He emphasised that the fo-
cus will remain on the empow-
erment of the Dalit community
through continuous political
and social engagement.

The meeting also discussed
organisational restructuring,
membership expansion, Dalit
empowerment initiatives, pro-
motion of government welfare
schemes, resolution of public
issues, and future action plans.
Leaders collectively resolved
to work in coordination to fur-
ther strengthen the Congress
party across Telangana.

The meeting concluded with
a call for unity and renewed
commitment to party strength-
ening efforts.

Kavitha Alleges Andhra Interference, Galls for Stronger Protection of Telangana Rights

Hyderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

BRS MLC Kalvakuntla Kavi-
tha on Sunday alleged that re-
newed attempts of “Andhra
dominance” were being made
in Telangana politics and
warned that any such efforts
would be firmly resisted.

Speaking at the valedictory
session of the “Telangana Agi-
tators’ Aspirations — Sadhana
Round Table Meeting” held in
Hyderabad, Kavitha made
strong remarks against politi-
cal parties and leaders from
Andhra Pradesh, stating that
Telangana’s interests would
not be compromised under any
circumstances.

She alleged that certain
Andhra-based parties were at-
tempting to assert influence in
the state and criticised the pro-
posal of public meetings by

leaders such as Pawan Kalyan.
She said Telangana would
strongly oppose any political
activity aimed at interfering in
the state’s internal matters.

“Telangana will not tolerate
any attempt to dominate or un-
dermine its interests. We will
defeat such political forces,”
Kavitha said, asserting that the
movement for Telangana
rights remains strong.

She also questioned the allo-
cation of 80,000 acres of land
for capital development in
Andhra Pradesh, claiming that
such decisions were impacting
farmers and local communi-
ties. Kavitha said Telangana
would continue to stand in sup-
port of people’s rights across
regions.

Referring to past inter-state
disputes, she said Telangana
had consistently raised con-
cerns over water sharing and

employee allocations. She al-
leged that regional parties had
not treated Telangana fairly in
matters of resource
distribution.

Kavitha also reiterated that
Telangana has no issue with
people from Andhra Pradesh
living in the state, but objected
to what she termed “political
interference” by Andhra-based
leadership.

Highlighting Telangana’s
history, she recalled the sacri-
fices made during the Telan-
gana movement, including the
1969 agitation and the 2009-
2014 phase, and called on the
youth to remain aware of the
state’s struggle.

She said the Telangana
movement was built on the sac-
rifices of students and youth
and urged the younger genera-
tion to understand the histori-
cal context of state formation.

The BRS leader also called
for greater recognition and
welfare measures for Telanga-
na movement participants and
martyrs’ families. She de-
manded that promises made to
agitators be implemented with-
out delay and criticised what
she described as delays in ful-
filling commitments.

Kavitha announced that her
party would continue to press
for the implementation of
pending assurances and
warned of intensified protests
if demands were not met. She
urged the government to make
a clear announcement on the
issue of Telangana agitators’
welfare.

She concluded by reaffirm-
ing her commitment to fight
for Telangana’s rights and said
she would continue to work for
the interests of the state with
the support of the people.
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BRS Demands Road  Public Anger Rising Against Talasani,
Repairs Before Monson
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Senior leaders of the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) have de-
manded immediate repair of
damaged roads in the Gajulara-
maram-Jeedimetla area before
the onset of the monsoon sea-
son. A representation was sub-
mitted by BRS senior leader V.
Narendra Reddy to Jeedimetla
Circle-24 Deputy Commission-
er Shankar Singh on Monday.

In the memorandum, Naren-
dra Reddy highlighted that sev-
eral roads in the 132nd Division
under Jeedimetla have been se-
verely damaged and are filled
with potholes, causing incon-
venience to the public. Areas
such as Shivaji Circle-Raghav-
endra Colony Road, Godavari
Homes surroundings, Gayatri
Nagar, Durga Estate, and Jeed-
imetla village were specifically
mentioned as being in poor
condition.

He stated that motorists, stu-

-
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dents, women, and elderly resi-
dents are facing significant dif-
ficulties due to the deteriorated
roads. With the monsoon ap-
proaching, there is a risk of wa-
ter accumulation in potholes,
which could lead to accidents
and further inconvenience to
the public.

The BRS leader urged author-
ities to take up immediate
patchwork to address the issue
and ensure public safety. He
also requested that permanent
solutions such as the construc-
tion of cement concrete (CC) or
bitumen (BT) roads be under-
taken to prevent recurring
problems.

Responding positively, Depu-
ty Commissioner Shankar Sin-
¢h assured that patchwork
works would commence from
June 3.BRS leaders Hariprasad,
Kumar, Peddi Mallesh, Murali
Goud, Ramachandra Reddy, Ra-
mana Rao, and others were pre-
sent during the submission of
the representation.

TPN Bureau

BJP leaders led by former
minister Marri Shashidhar
Reddy on Sunday met Hy-
derabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) Managing Direc-
tor Ashok Reddy at the Jal
Board headquarters in Khaira-
tabad, seeking immediate ac-
tion to address drinking water
shortage and sewage problems
in Sanath Nagar
constituency.

Speaking on the occasion,
Marri Shashidhar Reddy said
residents in areas such as
Sanath Nagar, BK Guda, SR
Nagar, Ameerpet, New Boigu-

da, New Bholakpur, and Bansi-
lalpet are facing severe drink-
ing water scarcity. He alleged
that in several colonies, sew-
age water is overflowing onto
roads, causing inconvenience
and health concerns for the
public.

He criticised local MLA Ta-
lasani Srinivas Yadav, stating
that the issues of the constitu-
ency are being neglected. Ac-
cording to him, the MLA has
failed to resolve basic civic
problems, leading to growing
dissatisfaction among
residents.

Shashidhar Reddy claimed
that public resentment against
Talasani is increasing day by

CM Revanth Reddy’s Visit to Mahabubnagar Region to Mark Key Push for
Irrigation Projects Says Minister Vakiti Srihari

Makthal, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Minister for Ani-
mal Husbandry, Dairy Devel-
opment, Fisheries, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Vakiti Srihari
on Sunday said that the Con-
gress government is commit-
ted to transforming Narayan-
pet district from a
migration-prone region into a
developed district through
large-scale irrigation and in-
frastructure projects.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Makthal along with
District Collector C.H. Priyan-
ka and SP G. Vineeth, the Min-
ister said that Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy’s upcoming
visit to the combined Maha-
bubnagar district marks a
“historic step” towards accel-
erating development works in
the region.

He informed that the Chief
Minister, along with Irrigation
Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy
and officials from Karnataka,
will conduct an aerial survey
and review key irrigation pro-

jects on June 4 and 5.

Srihari highlighted the pro-
posed Makthal-Narayanpet—
Kodangal lift irrigation
scheme, estimated at Rs. 5,000
crore, which aims to address
long-standing drinking and ir-
rigation water needs in the re-
gion. The project is designed to
draw around 7.1 TMC of water
from Bhutpur to Kodangal,
benefiting both agriculture
and drinking water supply.

He said that rehabilitation
measures worth Rs. 100 crore
will be taken up for villages af-
fected by the project, including
Anugonda, Ankenapally and
Dadanpally, with modern re-
settlement facilities planned
for displaced families. He also
noted that pending works of
the Sangambanda project were
completed by the Congress
government, ensuring water
supply to farmers.

The Minister further said
that border barrage projects
are being planned in coordina-
tion with Karnataka, with
agreements in principle al-
ready reached between both

g

state governments. The pro-
posed structures include bar-
rages on the Bheema and
Krishna rivers, along with a
barrage-cum-bridge at Kolkur-
Korthikonda with a storage ca-
pacity of 1.8 TMC.

He added that a lift irriga-
tion scheme at Jangamreddyp-
ally in Narva mandal has been
sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 175
crore, which will provide irri-
gation facilities to around 7,500
acres across 13 villages.

Outlining the Chief Minis-
ter’s itinerary, Srihari said the
tour will begin from Begumpet
Airport on June 4, followed by
aerial inspections of Koilsa-
gar, Jangamreddypally, Jurala,
and Nadi Gadda regions, with

an overnight
Somashila.

On June 5, the Chief Minis-
ter will inspect the Palamuru-
Rangareddy lift irrigation
scheme works, including pump
houses, reservoirs, and related
infrastructure from Narlapur
to Udandapur, followed by a
comprehensive review meet-
ing with officials.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is determined to com-
plete these irrigation projects
within the stipulated time
frame to ensure long-term wa-
ter security for the region. He
appealed to farmers and the
public to participate in large
numbers to make the Chief
Minister’s visit a success.
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BRS, Gongress Turn Telangana into Debt-Ridden
State Says Former MLAN.V.S.S. Prabhakar

Hyderabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Senior BJP leader and for-
mer MLA N.V.S.S. Prabhakar
on Sunday launched a sharp
attack on both the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) and
the Congress government, al-
leging that successive admin-
istrations have pushed Telan-
gana into a debt-ridden state
through corruption and ad-
ministrative failures.

Addressing the media in
Hyderabad, Prabhakar said
that both parties were “two
sides of the same coin” when
it comes to corruption, and
accused them of continuing
irregularities in key sectors
such as irrigation, power,
municipal administration
and civil supplies.

He alleged that the state
government’s negligence in
paddy procurement has al-
lowed middlemen and trad-
ers to exploit farmers, while
agricultural produce re-
mains stranded in procure-
ment centres without being
purchased in time. He
warned that unseasonal
rains are further worsening
the crisis, but claimed the
government has failed to re-
spond effectively.

Prabhakar strongly criti-
cised the power sector, stat-
ing that Telangana’s distribu-
tion companies (DISCOMSs)
are burdened with losses ex-
ceeding Rs. 69,000 crore. He

said the lack of proper ac-
counting in domestic, agri-
cultural and industrial power
consumption reflects admin-
istrative failure. He also ac-
cused both the previous BRS
regime and the current Con-
gress government of misus-
ing Power Purchase Agree-
ments (PPAs) and appointing
retired officials as advisers,
leading to wastage of public
funds.

He said repeated allega-
tions and counter-allegations
between political parties
were only delaying structural
reforms in the power sector,
while no government had
shown genuine commitment
to fixing systemic issues.

The BJP leader also at-
tacked the Congress govern-
ment’s flagship welfare initi-
atives, particularly fee
reimbursement and free elec-
tricity schemes, claiming
that they are being weakened
in implementation. He al-
leged that students are suffer-
ing due to delays in fee reim-
bursement, leading to
withheld certificates and dis-
ruptions in academic
progress.

Describing the present gov-
ernance model as “Indiram-
ma Rajyam”, Prabhakar said
the promises made to stu-
dents and farmers were being
undermined on the ground.
He claimed that Telangana,

which was a financially
strong state at the time of its
formation, has now been
turned into a heavily indebt-
ed state due to
misgovernance.

He further alleged that
while ministers’ personal
wealth has increased, state
assets have declined, indicat-
ing large-scale corruption
and financial
mismanagement.

Prabhakar said the BJP
would launch a structured
movement in the coming
days to expose the failures of
both BRS and Congress gov-
ernments and would stand
firmly with farmers and stu-
dents across the state.

o

day and remarked that the
days are not far when people
will politically send him home.
He said the lack of response to
essential civic issues has erod-
ed public trust.

The BJP leader urged the Jal
Board officials to take immedi-
ate steps to resolve the water
and sewage issues and provide
a permanent solution to the
problems faced by the
residents.

He emphasised that ensur-
ing access to clean drinking
water and proper drainage
systems is a fundamental re-
sponsibility of the authorities
and should be addressed with-
out delay.
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Dayakar Hails Telangana
Govt’s Push for Joh Creation

Hyderabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

TPCC General Secretary Chana-
gani Dayakar on Sunday wel-
comed the Telangana govern-
ment’s continued focus on
employment generation, stating
that Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy’s administration is commit-
ted to providing jobs to unem-
ployed youth in the state.

Marking the Telangana State
Formation Day, Dayakar said the
government’s efforts to create em-
ployment opportunities for youth
reflect its commitment to inclu-
sive governance and development.
He noted that the recruitment
drive undertaken by the govern-
ment demonstrates that job crea-
tion is achievable under transpar-
ent and people-centric
administration.

“Under the present govern-
ment, we have been able to prove
that large-scale recruitment is
possible. Filling 60,000 jobs within
a year is a significant achieve-
ment,” Dayakar said, highlighting
the administration’s proactive
approach.

He also welcomed the recent an-
nouncement by the Telangana
Public Service Commission (T'GP-
SC) regarding job notifications,
calling it a positive step towards
fulfilling the aspirations of unem-
ployed youth across the state.

Criticising the opposition, Day-
akar said that attempts by the BRS
party to spread misinformation
among the youth have been firmly
rejected. He asserted that young
people in Telangana have recog-
nised the government’s genuine
efforts and are responding
positively.

Dayakar further stated that un-
employed youth should express
their gratitude to Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for prioritising
their future. He called upon them
to extend a grand welcome to the
Chief Minister in recognition of
the government’s initiatives in
education, employment, and job
creation.

Emphasising the broader vision
of the government, he said that
the Chief Minister is working
with a clear focus on strengthen-
ing the education system, enhanc-
ing employability, and creating
sustainable job opportunities for
the youth.

The TPCC leader reiterated that
the government remains dedicat-
ed to addressing unemployment
and ensuring that the benefits of
governance reach every section of
society, particularly young job
seekers striving for a better fu-
ture.He expressed confidence that
Telangana would continue to wit-
ness progressive reforms in em-
ployment and education sectors
under the current leadership.

Tirupati Cyclist Completes 680 KM “Shakti Sankalpa Yatra”
Reaches Union Minister Bandi Sanjay’s Residence

Hyderabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

A 46-year-old nationalist
from Tirupati, Peru Ven-
kateshwarlu, has completed a
680-kilometre cycle journey
from Tirupati to Hyderabad as
part of what he called a “Shak-
ti Sankalpa Yatra”, aimed at
expressing solidarity with Un-
ion Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar.

Venkateshwarlu reached Hy-
derabad after cycling through
multiple towns in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, in-
cluding Kadapa, Nandyal, Kur-
nool, Alampur, Gadwal, Jad-
cherla, Shadnagar and
Shamshabad. Covering an av-
erage of nearly 85 km per day,
he concluded his journey at
the residence of Bandi Sanjay
in Banjara Hills.

According to him, the jour-
ney was undertaken to “pro-
tect nationalist leaders from
political conspiracies” and to
pray for the well-being and
mental peace of Bandi Sanjay.
He said the Yatra was original-
ly planned up to Karimnagar
but was redirected to Hy-
derabad after learning that the
Union Minister was in the city.

On reaching Hyderabad,
Venkateshwarlu was received
by Bandi Sanjay’s supporters,

= e L
who informed the minister
about his arrival. The Union
Minister later welcomed him
at his residence, interacted
with him about the journey,
and appreciated his efforts.
Bandi Sanjay Kumar lauded
the cyclist’s dedication, de-
scribing the journey as “com-
mendable”, and noted that it
reflected strong personal com-
mitment. He also offered hospi-
tality to Venkateshwarlu and
felicitated him with a shawl.
Speaking on the occasion,
Venkateshwarlu said he was
inspired by Bandi Sanjay’s
“nationalist ideology and pub-
lic life”. He alleged that the
leader had been subjected to
“negative campaigns” and ex-

pressed concern over it. He
further stated that he under-
took the cycle yatra after feel-
ing that leaders like Bandi San-
jay were essential for the
country.

He added that during his
journey, he stayed overnight at
temples and offered prayers
every morning for the well-be-
ing of the Union Minister be-
fore continuing his ride.

The unusual journey has
drawn attention for its scale
and symbolic messaging, with
the cyclist reiterating that his
“Shakti Sankalpa Yatra” was
driven by personal faith and
ideological conviction rather
than any organisational
backing.

BJP Aims to Strengthen Organisation Nationwide, Targets
Telangana Power Return Says Ramachander Rao

New Delhi, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Telangana State Presi-
dent N. Ramachander Rao on
Sunday said the party is fo-
cusing on strengthening its
organisational structure
across the country and has
set its sights on forming gov-
ernments in Telangana and
Karnataka in the coming
years.

Speaking to the media in
New Delhi after attending a
key meeting of BJP national
office bearers and state presi-
dents, Ramachander Rao
said the meeting was chaired
by the newly appointed BJP
national president Nitin Na-
bin. He said the discussions
focused on organisational
strengthening, electoral
strategies in upcoming
states, and expanding the
party’s footprint in southern
India.He said the BJP has al-
ready achieved strong elec-
toral results in states like
Odisha, Assam and West
Bengal, and the party is now
working to further expand its
influence in southern states,
including Telangana. Ac-
cording to him, the central
leadership has identified Tel-
angana as a priority state
due to its organisational
strength and political

significance.

Ramachander Rao said the
meeting provided clear direc-
tion for future political and
organisational activities and
expressed confidence that
the party would emerge
stronger in upcoming
elections.

He also said that on the oc-
casion of Telangana Forma-
tion Day on June 2, the BJP
will organise a special event
in Delhi with Telangana resi-
dents. BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin is expected
to attend the programme,
along with intellectuals, stu-
dents and legal experts asso-
ciated with Telangana’s
statehood movement.

Responding to criticism by
the Telangana government
over paddy procurement, Ra-
machander Rao rejected al-
legations made by Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
and Congress leaders against
the Centre. He clarified that
the central government does
not directly procure paddy,
but reimburses state govern-
ments for procurement made
under the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) system.He al-
leged that the present crisis
faced by farmers in Telanga-
na was due to delays and
poor planning by the state
government. He pointed out
that procurement centres

were opened nearly a month
late, leading to harvested
grain being left exposed,
damaged by unseasonal
rains, and creating distress
among farmers.

He further said that the
state government failed to
send timely procurement es-
timates (indents) to the Cen-
tre and lacked coordination
in assessing crop output and
market arrivals. He accused
the government of shifting
blame onto the Centre in-
stead of addressing adminis-
trative lapses.

Ramachander Rao also dis-
missed allegations linking
BJP leaders to recent posters
and flex banners targeting
Malkajgiri MP Etela Ra-
jender, stating that the party
had no involvement. He said
a complaint had already been
filed with the police and de-
manded a thorough investi-
gation using CCTV evidence
to identify those responsible.
He asserted that BJP’s popu-
larity in Telangana is rising
following recent public pro-
grammes and accused rival
parties of attempting to cre-
ate false narratives about in-
ternal divisions within the
party. He demanded strict ac-
tion against those spreading
misinformation and reiter-
ated that BJP leaders stand
united.
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Launched in Secunderabad

Secunderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

In a bid to reduce fatalities
and severe head injuries
caused by road accidents, a
unique awareness initiative
promoting helmet usage was
launched in Secunderabad. A
giant helmet installation car-
rying the message “Helmet On,
Worries Gone” was unveiled by
Medicover Hospitals in asso-
ciation with the Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation.

The installation, set up near
Medicover Hospitals, aims to
serve as a constant reminder to
citizens about the importance
of road safety and the life-sav-
ingrole of helmets. Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation Com-
missioner T. Vinay Krishna
Reddy, IAS, and Malkajgiri Po-
lice Commissioner B. Sumathi,
IPS, attended the event as chief
guests and formally unveiled
the structure.

Addressing the gathering,
the officials stressed that wear-
ing a good quality helmet is es-
sential for two-wheeler riders
and can significantly reduce
deaths caused by head injuries
in accidents. They emphasized
that following traffic rules and
wearing helmets is not just a

legal requirement but also a so-
cial responsibility of every
citizen.

Doctors from Medicover

Hospitals highlighted that a

majority of accident victims
admitted to emergency wards
suffer from serious head inju-
ries. They noted that wearing a
helmet greatly increases the
chances of survival and helps
in preserving quality of life.
They also cautioned that even
if lives are saved after brain in-
juries, victims may suffer from
memory loss, permanent disa-
bility, or coma in severe cases.

Organisers stated that the gi-
ant helmet installation in a

prominent city location will

remind thousands of commut-
ers daily that wearing a helmet
is essential, regardless of the
distance travelled.

The programme was con-
ducted as part of the “Aware &
Alive” campaign under Corpo-

rate Social Responsibility

(CSR) initiatives jointly under-
taken by Medicover Hospitals

and the Malkajgiri Municipal

Corporation. The initiative
aims to promote responsible
driving habits, road safety
awareness, and preparedness
during emergencies.

Padma Rao Goud Urges
Success of BRS Meetin

Secunderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

MLA and former Deputy
Speaker T. Padma Rao Goud
has called upon party leaders
and cadre to work collectively
to ensure the success of the
BRS party’s extended-level
meeting scheduled to be held
on June 3 in Secunderabad
constituency.

He reviewed the arrange-
ments for the meeting during a
preparatory session held at
Sitaphalmandi on Monday. Ad-
dressing party leaders, Padma
Rao Goud emphasized the im-
portance of coordinated efforts
to make the event a grand
success.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said that the democratic sys-
tem would be further strength-
ened if the voter list revision
process is implemented effec-
tively and transparently. He
stressed the need for party
workers to actively participate
in ensuring that eligible voters

are properly enrolled andg
process is carried out without
discrepancies.

Padma Rao Goud informed
that BRS Working President K.
T. Rama Rao (KTR) will attend
the representatives’ meeting in
Sitaphalmandi as the chief
guest. He added that former
ministers Talasani Srinivas
Yadav and Mahmood Ali, along
with MLAs Muta Gopal and
Kaleru Venkatesh, and several
other leaders, are also expected
to participate in the
programme.

He urged party activists to
attend the meeting in large
numbers and contribute to its
success. The meeting is expect-
ed to discuss key organisation-
al matters and strategies relat-
ed to strengthening the party
at the grassroots level.

BRS youth leader Ramesh-
war Goud, coordinator Raja
Sunder, leader Rajender, and
others were present at the pre-
paratory meeting.

Congress Targets Centre,
State on Key Issues

VIJAYAWADA, June 1| TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) Vice Presi-
dent (Administration) Kolanu-
konda Shivaji on Monday criti-
cized both the Central and
State governments on a range
of issues, including the South
Coastal Railway Zone, DSC re-
cruitment controversy, farm-
ers’ concerns, and educational
policies.Addressing a press
conference at Andhra Ratna
Bhavan in Vijayawada, Shivaji
condemned the vandalism of
the statue of former Chief
Minister Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara

Reddy in Nandyal district and
demanded strict action against
those responsible.He claimed
that the newly inaugurated
South Coastal Railway Zone at
Visakhapatnam was a result of
provisions included in the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2014, enacted during
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, and accused the present
governments of taking undue
credit for the project.Shivaji
also alleged that criticism of
the DSC recruitment process
was being used as a diversion
from issues involving YSRCP
leaders.

HYDERABAD

X Bollywood Actresses Unveil

Mumbai Rising Star Awards Poster

Hyderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

The Film and Television Pro-
motion Council of India (FTPC
India) has announced that the
prestigious “Mumbai Rising
Star Awards - 2026” will be
held in Mumbai this July, with
the aim of encouraging emerg-
ing actors and technical profes-
sionals in the film industry.

The announcement was
made by FTPC India President
Chaitanya Janga and General
Secretary Vijay Varma Pakala-
pati during a poster launch
event held in Hyderabad. The
event was attended by Country
Club Chairman and Managing
Director Rajeev Reddy, noted
director Veerabhadra
Chowdary, and Bollywood ac-
tresses Pratima Maurya, Sejal,
Sneha Agarwal, and Sharabari
Das, who officially unveiled
the poster.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajeev Reddy stated that the
Mumbai Country Club Hall
would be sponsored for the
event. He also assured full sup-
port as the hospitality partner,
emphasizing the importance
of encouraging fresh talent in
the film industry.

Chaitanya Janga said the or-
ganization has been actively
conducting programmes at na-
tional and international levels

to promote the growth of the
film industry. He noted that the
“Mumbai Rising Star Awards”
would recognize and honour
emerging actors and techni-
cians who are striving to estab-
lish themselves. Such recogni-
tion, he added, would boost
their confidence and motivate
them to reach greater heights
in their careers.Vijay Varma
Pakalapati highlighted that the
initiative is not limited to a sin-
gle state, but aims to identify
talent from all 29 states across
India. He said the event is be-
ing designed to attract the at-
tention of leading production
houses, thereby opening up

new opportunities for young
artists. He extended a special
invitation to aspiring actors
and technicians from the Telu-
gu states to participate in the
event.Director Veerabhadra
Chowdary, known for films like
Ragada and Poola Rangadu, ap-
preciated FTPC India’s efforts,
stating that such initiatives
provide encouragement and
strength to budding artists and
technicians.

Fitness guru Anuprasad, IT
Wing Chairman Kode Chait-
anya, executive members, film
personalities, and media repre-
sentatives were also present at
the event.

Suryachandra Award for Social Service

Quthbullapur, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Social workers who have ren-
dered outstanding service to
society were honoured with
the “Suryachandra Award —
2026” and special recognitions
at a programme held in Kukat-
pally on Monday. The event
took place at the Bharat Vikas
Parishad office and was attend-
ed by President Mohan Chan-
dra, Secretary Anil Kumar,
Challa Rajasekhar Reddy,
Krishnamacharyulu, Jayanth
Reddy, and others.

On the occasion, RR Ra-
jender Pillai of Suraram Colo-
ny and Kola Ravinder Mudiraj,
who has been actively involved
in social and environmental
service, were felicitated and
presented with awards for
their contributions.

Ravinder Mudiraj was recog-
nised for his dedicated efforts
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, where he played a key role
in creating awareness and dis-
tributing essential supplies to
people in need. He has also
been consistently organising
awareness programmes on en-
vironmental protection, visit-
ing schools to educate students
on learning swimming, pro-

nibbtihg the construction of

soak pits at homes, and encour-
aging the planting of at least
two saplings in front of every
house.

He has been actively discour-
aging the use of plastic covers
and promoting the use of cloth
bags. Setting an example, he
avoids using plastic plates and
carries a steel plate while at-
tending functions. His initia-
tives reflect a strong commit-
ment to environmental
sustainability.

Apart from environmental
efforts, he also assists people

during traffic congestion and
removes hazardous waste such
as banana peels from roads,
demonstrating a sense of civic
responsibility.

Speaking after receiving the
award, Ravinder Mudiraj said,
“This recognition has in-
creased my responsibility. I
will continue to serve society
with even greater dedication
and enthusiasm.”

He expressed happiness that
his father, retired headmaster
Eswaraiah (86), was present at
the event, making the occasion
more special for him.

Former Gorporator Dr Samala
Hema Inspects Development Works

Secunderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Former corporator Dr Sama-
la Hema inspected ongoing de-
velopment works in Annana-
gar area on Monday and issued
directions to officials to ensure
timely and quality execution.

During her visit, she re-
viewed desilting works of
drainage canals being carried
out as a precautionary meas-
ure ahead of the monsoon sea-
son. Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Hema said the cleaning of
drains is being undertaken to
prevent inconvenience to resi-
dents during heavy rains. She
noted that removing accumu-
lated silt and garbage from
drains would help smooth flow
of rainwater and reduce the
chances of water entering resi-
dential areas.

She emphasized the need to
improve sanitation across all
localities and strengthen the
drainage system to avoid wa-
terlogging problems. Later, she
inspected the ongoing con-
struction of cement concrete
(CC) roads in Upper Basti and
Brahman Basti areas. She said
the completion of CC roads
would provide relief to resi-
dents from mud and pothole is-
sues, especially during the

\

rainy season.

Dr Hema directed officials to
adhere strictly to quality
standards and complete the
works without any compro-
mise. She also reviewed water
pipeline works being taken up
in the area and said the project
aims to improve drinking wa-
ter supply to residents. While
acknowledging that the works
may cause temporary incon-
venience, she stated that they
would bring long-term bene-
fits.She reiterated that develop-
ment activities are being car-
ried out keeping public needs
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in mind and that providing bet-
ter infrastructure remains the
primary goal. She said the pro-
gress of works is being moni-
tored regularly to ensure com-
pletion within the stipulated
timeframe.

Later, she interacted with lo-
cal residents and enquired
about their issues, urging them
to bring any concerns to her
notice.Jal Board Manager
Kushal, Work Inspector Sri-
kanth, BRS leaders Lakshmi
and Gagana, along with others,
were present during the
inspection.

Quthbullapur, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

A special awareness rally
was organised in Kompally
Circle on Monday to promote
the ban on single-use plastics
and encourage environmental-
ly responsible practices among
the public. The rally was con-
ducted under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner D.
Lavanya.

Officials, sanitation work-
ers, municipal staff, and local
residents actively participated
in the rally, spreading aware-
ness about the harmful effects
of plastic usage on the environ-
ment and public health. Par-
ticipants carried messages
urging people to avoid single-
use plastic and adopt sustain-
able alternatives.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner D. La-
vanya stated that the use, stor-
age, sale, and distribution of
single-use plastic items have
been prohibited in view of en-
vironmental protection and
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public health®oncernd®She
urged citizens not to use
banned items such as plastic
carry bags, cups, plates, glass-
es, and straws.

She appealed to the public to
switch to eco-friendly alterna-
tives like cloth bags, jute bags,
and paper bags. The Deputy
Commissioner warned that
storing or selling banned plas-
tic items is a punishable of-
fence under the law. She added
that strict action, including
fines and legal measures,
would be taken against those
violating the rules.

Calling for collective respon-
sibility, she emphasized that
every citizen should contribute
towards achieving the goal of
a “Plastic-Free Kompally” and
a cleaner environment.

D. Tirupathi (DEE-SWM),
Kumari P. Krupa (AEE-SWM),
sanitary supervisor Pothared-
dy, municipal staff, public rep-
resentatives, and others par-
ticipated in the programme.

| célbrté Tela—a Forma-
tion Day Grandly, Says Talasani

Secunderabad, June 01 |
TPN Bureau

Former Minister and Sanath
Nagar MLA Talasani Srinivas
Yadav has called for grand cel-
ebrations of Telangana State
Formation Day across the con-
stituency on June 2.

He made the appeal during a
meeting with key leaders of
the Sanath Nagar constituency
held at his camp office in West
Maredpally on Monday. Ad-
dressing party leaders and cad-
re, Talasani Srinivas Yadav
urged them to hoist the nation-
al flag in all divisions and or-
ganise the celebrations in a fes-
tive manner.

He said that after the flag
hoisting programmes in the
morning, party leaders and
workers should attend the
main event scheduled at 10:00
AM at Satyam Theatre Circle
in Ameerpet. The programme
will be conducted under the
leadership of former corpora-
tor Naman Sheshu Kumari.

Talasani Srinivas Yadav also
announced that Telangana

movement activists would be
felicitated on the occasion in
recognition of their contribu-
tions to the statehood struggle.
He emphasized the importance
of remembering the sacrifices
made during the Telangana
movement and celebrating the
formation day with pride and
unity.

Former corporator Naman
Sheshu Kumari, division BRS
party presidents Kolan Bal
Reddy, Attili Srinivas Goud,
Gurram Pawan Kumar Goud,
Akula Harikrishna, Srinivas
Goud, and several other lead-
ers including Srihari, Nagulu,
Narendra, Kishore, Esuri Ma-
hesh, Ashok Yadav, Suresh
Goud, Kondapuram Mahesh
Yadav, Praveen Reddy, Karuna-
kar Reddy, Lakshmipathi,
Koteswar Goud, Ambulance
Suresh, Koothuru Narasimha,
Areef, Venkataramana, Sri-
kanth Reddy, Prem, Katta Bal-
aram, Anjaneyulu, Gopilal
Chauhan, and Gulab Singh
were present at the meeting.

Lokesh Meets
Maharashtra CM
Fadnavis in Mumbai

Mumbai, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Minister for Education and IT
Nara Lokesh met Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis in Mumbai on Monday and
discussed key aspects of govern-
ance, investments, and policy
initiatives.During the meeting,
Devendra Fadnavis extended a
warm welcome to Nara Lokesh.
The Andhra Pradesh Minister
honored the Chief Minister with
a Mangalagiri handloom shawl
and presented an idol of Lord
Venkateswara. In return, Deven-
dra Fadnavi%)resented Nara

Lokesh with an idol of Lord
Ganesha.Nara Lokesh briefed
the Maharashtra Chief Minister
on the investments being attract-
ed to Andhra Pradesh and high-
lighted the state’s “Speed of Do-
ing Business” initiatives. He also
explained the reforms undertak-
en in the education sector and
policies introduced for skill de-
velopment.The Minister further
sought insights into best prac-
tices being implemented in Ma-
harashtra’s IT and education
sectors, aiming to adopt effective
models for Andhra Pradesh’s
growth and development.
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Education KeytoAchieving Greater Karimnagar Mayor Kolagani Srinivas Invited toAttend BCGurukul Students Excelin JEEAdvanced and
All India Council of Mayors Meeting in Uttarakhand

Heights Says MLA Sriganesh
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Bureau

Cantonment MLA Sri Ganesh
said that education is the only
path toreaching greater heights
in life and encouraged students
to continue striving for
excellence.

At a felicitation programme
held at Mudford School on Mon-
day under the aegis of Sri
Ganesh Foundation, 45 merito-
rious students from government
schools and junior colleges in
the constituency were honoured
with merit scholarships and ap-
preciation certificates.

Addressing the gathering, the
MLA praised the students for
achieving outstanding results
despite studying in government
institutions. He said their suc-
cess is a matter of pride for the
constituency and urged them to
scale greater heights in the fu-
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ture, bringing recognition to

their parents, teachers, and the
Cantonment area.

He assured students of his
continued support in their edu-
cational journey. Highlighting
the efforts of the Congress gov-
ernment, he said Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy is giving top pri-
ority to education and cited the
establishment of a Skill Univer-
sity as part of this vision. He
stressed that no poor student
should discontinue education
due to financial constraints and
promised to help deserving stu-
dents secure admissions in good
colleges.

Deputy EO Vishnu Vardhan,
Coordinator Shedrack, govern-
ment school teachers, college
lecturers, parents, students, and
Congress party leaders and
workers from the constituency
attended the programme.

Karimnagar, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Karimnagar Mayor Kolaga-
ni Srinivas has been invited to
attend the 117th All India
Council of Mayors meeting to
be held in Rishikesh, Uttara-
khand, on June 3 and 4.

The invitation has been ex-
tended by the Rishikesh Mu-
nicipal Corporation, which
formally sent the invitation
letter to Mayor Kolagani Srini-
vas on Monday. He will be par-
ticipating in the national-level
meeting as a guest of honour.

The two-day confer-
ence will be organised under
the chairmanship of All India
Council of Mayors President
Renu Bala Gupta. Uttara-
khand Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami will attend
the event as the chief guest.
Several Union ministers,
Members of Parliament from
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sab-
ha, along with senior officials,
are also expected to
participate.

According to the or-
ganisers, the event is being co-
ordinated by AICM Secretary
Manoj Gupta and co-hosted by
Rishikesh Municipal Corpora-
tion Mayor Ranajay Panwar,
who extended the invitation to
the Karimnagar Mayor.

Mayor Kolagani Srin-
ivas will attend the meeting
following the invitation from
the Rishikesh civic body and
is expected to join discussions
along with mayors from vari-
ous states across the country.

The All India Council
of Mayors meeting will focus
on key issues related to urban
governance, including urban
development, municipal ad-
ministration, improvement of
public service delivery, and
Smart City initiatives.

Free Al and Interview Skills Training
Program Launched for YouthinB

Bhuvanagiri, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

A free training programme
on Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and interview skills was for-
mally launched at the Govern-
ment Junior College in Bhu-
vanagiri for unemployed
youth who have completed
their graduation in Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district.

The initiative is being joint-
ly organised by the District
Employment Office (Team So-
ciety) and the Magic Bus India
Foundation. The 12-day train-
ing programme is being con-
ducted with support from
Team Society funds, aiming to
improve employability skills
among educated unemployed
youth.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Bhongir Member
of Parliament Chamal Kiran
Kumar Reddy along with Dis-
trict Collector Anurag Jayan-
ti. The launch event was held
on Sunday at the Government
Junior College premises,
where a large number of youth
participants attended the
opening session.

Speaking on the occasion,
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MP Chamal Kiran Kumar Red-
dy said that young people must
upgrade their technical skills
in line with changing times to
secure better employment op-
portunities. He emphasised
that Artificial Intelligence has
become an integral part of the
modern job market and train-
ing in such advanced technolo-
gies will greatly benefit rural
and semi-urban youth.

He appreciated the initiative
of providing free training in
AT and interview skills, stat-
ing that it would help bridge
the gap between academic edu-
cation and industry require-

ments. He urged the partici-

pants to make full use of the
12-day programme and focus
on improving their communi-
cation skills, confidence levels,
and interview preparation
techniques.

The MP further noted that
structured skill development
programmes like these play a
crucial role in reducing unem-
ployment and empowering
youth with practical knowl-
edge. He said that the govern-
ment and partner organisa-
tions must continue to
introduce more such initia-
tives to support job seekers

Indiramma Housing Scheme Brings Dignity
toTribal Families Says Minister Seethakka

Komaram Bheem Asifabad,
June 01 | TPN Bureau

Minister Seethakka on Sun-
day said that the Indiramma
Housing Scheme has brought
dignity and security to tribal
families in remote habitations,
after participating in a house-
warming ceremony of benefi-
ciaries at Kothari village in
Komaram Bheem Asifabad dis-
trict along with Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy.

Speaking on the occasion af-
ter the inauguration of newly
constructed houses, the Minis-
ter thanked the Chief Minister
for extending Indiramma
houses to tribal hamlets in far-
flung areas. She said that tribal
communities often face severe
financial difficulties in con-
structing even small houses,
and the government has ad-
dressed this long-standing
challenge by providing hous-
ing support.

Seethakka noted that houses
built at an estimated cost of Rs.
5 lakh under the scheme are
transforming the living condi-
tions of tribal families. She
said that the initiative is par-
ticularly significant for Primi-
tive Tribal Groups, as provid-
ing permanent housing to such
communities would remain a
memorable and life-changing
development.

The Minister said that the
government’s focus on inclu-
sive development is ensuring
that even the most remote trib-

infrastructure and welfare
support. She added that hous-
ing is a key step towards im-
proving the dignity and socio-
economic conditions of tribal
families.

During the programme,
Seethakka also directed offi-
cials to immediately initiate
the recruitment process for
Anganwadi teachers and help-
ers. She instructed the district
Collector to ensure that local
candidates are given priority
in these appointments.

She further announced that
funds from the gram panchay-
at would be utilised to improve

drinking water supply in the
village, assuring residents that
the government would address
basic infrastructure needs on
priority.

The Minister reiterated that
the state government is com-
mitted to strengthening wel-
fare delivery in tribal regions
and ensuring that development
reaches the last mile. She said
that continuous efforts are be-
ing made to improve health,
education, housing, and drink-
ing water facilities in tribal ar-
eas. Local public representa-
tives, officials, and villagers
participated in the
programme.

huvanagiri

across the district.

District officials from the
Employment Office, represent-
atives of Team Society, and co-
ordinators from the Magic Bus
India Foundation participated
in the inaugural session. Col-
lege staff and a large number
of unemployed graduates also
attended the programme.

Organisers informed that
the training modules will cov-
er basic and advanced con-
cepts of Artificial Intelligence,
digital skills, and personality
development sessions focused
on interview readiness. Practi-
cal sessions and mock inter-
views will also be conducted to
enhance confidence among
participants.

The initiative is expected to
benefit youth by improving
their employability in both
private and public sector job
markets, particularly in
emerging technology-driven
industries.

Officials expressed confi-
dence that such programmes
will help create a skilled work-
force and contribute to reduc-
ing unemployment in the
region.
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The platform will
bring together city leaders
from across India to exchange
ideas and share best practices
aimed at strengthening urban
local bodies and improving
civic infrastructure and gov-
ernance systems.

Mayor Srinivas is ex-
pected to present Telangana’s
urban development experienc-
es and participate in discus-
sions on improving municipal
efficiency and citizen-centric
governance models.

ITAdmissions Says Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

Hyderabad, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

Students of the Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule Telangana BC
Welfare Residential Educa-
tional Institutions Society
(MJPTBCWREIS) have once
again demonstrated out-
standing academic perfor-
mance, Telangana Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar said on
Sunday.

According to a press note
issued by the society, 25 stu-
dents have secured admis-
sion eligibility into IIIT col-
leges, while five students
have achieved ranks in the
JEE Main 2026 results, bring-
ing pride to the institution.

Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar congratulated the stu-
dents for their achievement
and said that their success at
the national-level engineer-
ing entrance examinations
reflects their hard work as
well as the dedication of
their teachers. He noted that
structured coaching and fo-
cused training for competi-
tive examinations played a
key role in these results.

He also highlighted that
students from BC Gurukuls
have consistently performed
well in both Class 10 and In-
termediate examinations, se-
curing high marks and gain-
ing admission into reputed

higher education institu-
tions across the country.

The Minister said that the
BC Gurukul system is com-
mitted to providing quality
education to students from
rural and backward commu-
nities, ensuring equal oppor-
tunities in higher education
and competitive examina-
tions. He expressed happi-
ness that students from these
institutions are excelling at
the national level.

Ponnam Prabhakar
further stated that the gov-
ernment is implementing
special initiatives to ensure
that more students from BC
Gurukuls gain admission
into premier institutions
such as IITs, ITITs, and other
top universities in the
future.

He reiterated the gov-
ernm ent’scommitment to
strengthening residential
education institutions and
improving academic out-
comes through better train-
ing, infrastructure, and aca-
demic support systems.

The Minister said
these achievements are a
matter of pride for Telanga-
na and reflect the success of
inclusive education policies
aimed at empowering mar-
ginalised communities
through education.

Indiramma Housing Scheme Fulfiling Dream of

Own Houses for Poor Says Nirmala Jaggareddy

Sangareddy, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

TGIIC Chairperson Nirma-
la Jaggareddy on Monday said
that the Indiramma Housing
Scheme launched by the Con-
gress government is fulfilling
the long-cherished dream of
poor families to own a house.

She participated in a house-
warming ceremony of benefi-
ciaries who constructed new
Indiramma houses at Kav-
alampet village in Kandi man-
dal of Sangareddy district.

Speaking on the occasion,
Nirmala Jaggareddy said that
under the leadership of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
the implementation of the In-
diramma Housing Scheme is
helping economically weaker
sections achieve their aspira-
tion of owning a permanent
home. She said that the
scheme reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to im-
proving the living standards
of the poor.She expressed hap-
piness that another 10,000 In-
diramma houses have been
sanctioned for Sangareddy
district, and described it as a
major step towards address-
ing housing needs in the
region.

The TGIIC Chairperson
urged eligible beneficiaries
who have not yet applied for
Indiramma houses to submit
their applications without de-
lay, so that they can benefit
from the scheme.She reiterat-
ed that the government is giv-
ing top priority to welfare pro-
grammes aimed at providing
basic necessities such as hous-
ing to underprivileged sec-
tions of society.

Several local Congress lead-
ers, including Sangareddy
constituency party convener
Julakanti Anjaneyulu, Mar-
ket Committee Chairman
Ramchander Naik, Kavalam-
pet Sarpanch Kummari
Swathi Sreelam, and Kandi
mandal Congress president
Mogulayya, participated in
the programme. Officials and
beneficiaries also attended the
event.

Indiramma Housing Inaugurations Held
in Festive Atmosphere in Sangareddy

Sangareddy, June 01 | TPN
Bureau

The inauguration of In-
diramma houses was held in
a festive atmosphere across
Sangareddy district on Mon-
day, marking a significant
milestone under the state gov-
ernment’s flagship housing
programme aimed at fulfill-
ing the dream of homeowner-
ship for the poor.

Following the launch of In-
diramma houses by Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy in
Asifabad, inauguration cere-
monies were organised across
all assembly constituencies in
the district. Public represent-
atives and officials jointly
participated in the events and
facilitated housewarming cer-
emonies for beneficiaries who
had completed construction
under the scheme.

In Andole mandal of
Mansanpally village, Minis-
ter for Health and Family Wel-
fare Damodar Rajanarsimha
formally inaugurated In-
diramma houses and per-
formed housewarming ritu-
als along with beneficiaries.
Houses belonging to benefi-
ciaries Neerudi Jyothi, Golla
Lavanya, and Vanga Sujatha
were inaugurated during the
programme.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister said that provid-
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ing dignified housing to the
poor is one of the core priori-
ties of the state government.
He stated that the Indiramma
Housing Scheme is being im-
plemented on a large scale to
ensure secure and respectable
living conditions for economi-
cally weaker families who
have been waiting for housing
support for decades.

He emphasised that a house
isnot just a physical structure
but a foundation for security,
confidence, and social dignity.
The government, under the

.-'T-' - gl

leadership of the Chief Min-
ister, is committed to ensur-
ing that every eligible family
in the state receives a perma-
nent house, he added.
Beneficiaries expressed
happiness over receiving
their own houses, describing
it as a memorable moment in
their lives. They said the gov-
ernment has provided them
with long-term security and
dignity, enabling them to live
with self-respect in society.
They thanked the Chief Min-
ister, the district Minister,

and the government for mak-
ing their dream a reality.

District Collector Prateek
Jain, Additional Collector
Pandu, local public represent-
atives, constituency special
officers, tahsildars, MPDOs,
and other officials participat-
ed in the programme.

The events across the dis-
trict reflected a celebratory
mood, with beneficiaries and
officials jointly marking the
successful completion of
housing works under the In-
diramma scheme.
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India Opens New Gulf Gateway for workers, farmers, MSMEs

he India-Oman

Free Trade

Agreement that

comes into force

from June 1 is a
defining milestone in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
mission to create global path-
ways to prosperity for India’s
students, artisans, women,
farmers, fishermen and MS-
MESs by opening new markets
and accelerating job
creation.

India has a deep economic
and people-to-people connec-
tion with Oman, home to
nearly 7 lakh Indians, includ-
ing merchant families whose
roots there go back 200-300
years. Indian remittances
from Oman amount to about
$2 billion annually, while
more than 6,000 Indian enter-
prises operate there.

The Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) between the two
countries significantly deep-
ens economic and strategic
ties. It immediately gives 100
per cent duty-free market ac-
cess in Oman to 98% of tariff
lines covering 99.38 per cent
of exports.

This marks a dramatic im-
provement over the pre-CEPA
system, which allowed only
15.3 per cent of India’s ex-
ports to enter Oman at zero
duty. Goods from India that
currently face a 5 per cent im-
port duty in Oman, worth
about $3.64 billion in exports,
will become substantially
more competitive.

For India’s MSMEs, the
agreement could be trans-
formative as many sectors
that gain from CEPA are dom-
inated by small businesses.
Iron & steel, textiles, leather,
auto components and indus-

trial equipment are some of
the sectors where MSMEs are
expected to get large interna-
tional orders, which will
boost production, investment
and hiring.

In an era of growing global
instability, the CEPA offers
Indian exporters a crucial op-
portunity to diversify mar-
kets and reduce dependence
on traditional destinations
facing economic slowdown
and rising trade barriers.

Job Creation — The trade
pact benefits labour-intensive
sectors such as textiles & ap-
parel, leather & footwear, food
processing, marine products,
gems & jewellery, and select
engineering segments, which
are major employers in
India.

Increased textiles exports
to Oman will boost produc-
tion and create jobs across
major clusters such as Tiru-
pur, Surat, Ludhiana, Pani-
pat, Coimbatore, Karur,
Bhadohi, Moradabad, Jaipur,
and Ahmedabad. Artisans
and weavers across India will
also gain from higher inter-
national demand for their
products.

Numerous jobs will also be
created in major leather and
footwear hubs across India,
particularly in Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh and West Ben-
gal, as well as parts of Maha-
rashtra, Punjab, Karnataka
and Madhya Pradesh, among
others.

The gems and jewellery sec-
tor is another example of how
the CEPA will accelerate em-
ployment growth. India al-
ready has strong capabilities
in cut and polished diamonds,
gold and silver jewellery, and
handmade jewellery produc-
tion. With tariff barriers re-

moved, Indian exporters will
get a decisive competitive
edge over European and
Asianrivals. The industry es-
timates that exports to Oman
could grow by as much as
USD 150 million over the next
three years. This is expected
to create substantial employ-
ment opportunities in jewel-
lery-making clusters across
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and
Gujarat.

Farmers and Fishermen -
To safeguard domestic farm-
ers and sensitive agricultural
interests, India has given no
tariff concession for major
products such as wheat, rice,
maize, millets, dairy, fruits,
vegetables, edible oils, oil-
seeds, tea, coffee and honey.

India will get a competitive
advantage over rivals in but-
ter, honey, sweet biscuits,
eggs and some confectionery
products, which will increase
demand for the country’s
farm produce and boost rural
incomes.

The agreement also pro-
vides for acceptance and rec-
ognition of India’s National
Programme for Organic Pro-
duction (NPOP) certification,
which will give enormous op-
portunities for Indian farm-
ers to sell organic output to
Oman, which is a major food
importer.

Marine products also have
huge untapped potential.
Oman’s imports of marine
products were about $119 mil-
lion between 2022 and 2024.
Imports from India stood at
only $7.75 million, giving
enormous opportunities for
Indian seafood exports such
as shrimp and frozen cuttle-
fish. The labour-intensive
marine products industry is

Supreme Court Puts Victims Firstin
Landmark Anti-Trafficking Verdict

In a landmark ruling that
could reshape India’s fight
against human trafficking, the
Supreme Court has declared
that victims of trafficking for
Commercial Sexual Exploita-
tion (CSE) are entitled not just
to rescue, but to dignity, protec-
tion and rehabilitation as con-
stitutional rights.

The judgment in Prajwala vs
Union of India concludes over
two decades of litigation that
began in 2004, when Hy-
derabad-based anti-trafficking
organisation Prajwala ap-
proached the apex court, high-
lighting serious gaps in India’s
rescue and rehabilitation sys-
tems. The petition pointed out
that survivors were often treat-
ed as offenders rather than vic-
tims, while the absence of
structured protection left
many vulnerable to
re-trafficking.

Despite consultations involv-
ing the Centre, National Legal
Services Authority, National
Commission for Women and
State governments, and prom-
ises of legal reforms, imple-
mentation remained weak. Re-
visiting the case, the Supreme
Court observed that India still
lacks a clear and enforceable
“Victim Protection Plan” de-
spite existing laws and welfare
schemes.

The Court held that the right
to rehabilitation flows from Ar-
ticles 21 and 23 of the Constitu-
tion and extends far beyond
temporary shelter. It empha-
sised that rehabilitation must
include food, healthcare, psy-
chological support, legal aid,
livelihood opportunities and
pathways to independent liv-
ing, while also addressing stig-
ma and respecting survivors’
agency and choices.

Invoking Articles 32 and 142,
the Court issued comprehen-
sive directions in the form of a
nationwide Victim Protection
Plan. The framework centres
on human dignity and stresses
non-criminalisation, informed
consent, privacy and protec-
tion from further harm. Au-
thorities have been directed to
strengthen Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Units, improve shelter
standards, ensure legal aid and

support rehabilitation and re-
integration, sensitive to survi-
vors’ realities.

The Court also flagged the
growing threat of cyber-ena-
bled trafficking, noting that
digital platforms are increas-
ingly used for recruitment, ex-
ploitation and circulation of
abuse material. It urged gov-
ernments to develop special-
ised advisories and training to
tackle such emerging
challenges.

While declining to mandate
the creation of an Organised
Crime Investigation Agency,
the Court left the option open
and strongly recommended
policy reforms. These include
safeguards against prosecut-
ing trafficked persons, protec-
tion from police abuse, recog-
nition of the rights of
voluntary adult sex workers
and reconsideration of a com-
prehensive anti-trafficking
law.

The verdict has generated
hope among survivors and
grassroots collectives. Apur-
wa, President of VIMUKTHI
Survivors Collective, called it
historic, saying the Court has
recognised survivors as rights-
holders deserving dignity, safe-
ty and rehabilitation, ensuring
that rescue leads to meaningful
reintegration.

Lakshmi, Secretary of the
collective, noted that rescue of-
ten marked the beginning of
another struggle due to lack of
shelter, livelihood and social
acceptance. The judgment, she
said, reinforces that rehabilita-
tion is not charity but a consti-
tutional obligation.

Shanthi, Vice-President of
VIMUKTHI, welcomed the
Court’s nuanced approach in

acknowledging consent and
agency, distinguishing traf-
ficked victims from voluntary
adult sex workers and enabling
more humane, rights-based
interventions.

Prasanna, State Representa-
tive of ILFAT - National Survi-
vors Collective, highlighted the
importance of dignity and non-
criminalisation, noting that
survivors and sex workers
have long faced stigma and in-
sensitive policing. The Court’s
emphasis on privacy and
rights, she said, is a significant
shift.

Samrajyam of Swetha Sex
Workers Collective also wel-
comed the recognition of adult
sex workers’ rights within the
existing legal framework, call-
ing it a move towards a human
rights-based approach rather
than moral judgment.

More than twenty years after
the litigation began, the Pra-
jwala verdict marks a decisive
shift in India’s anti-trafficking
discourse—from viewing vic-
tims as passive subjects of res-
cue to recognising them as in-
dividuals with rights to dignity;,
agency and justice.

Ram Mohan Nimmaraju

Secretary, HELP
Organisation

likely to generate additional
jobs in fishing, processing,
packaging, cold-chain logis-
tics, and export operations.

Pharma and Traditional
Medicine - Indian medicines
approved by regulators such
as USFDA, EMA, UK MHRA
and TGA will receive auto-
matic marketing authorisa-
tion in Oman within 90 days
— a major win for Indian
pharma exporters.Signifi-
cantly, CEPA creates opportu-
nities for India’s traditional
medicine services. It provides
for joint research in tradi-
tional medicine.

Services and Mobility - An-
other important dimension
of the agreement lies in ser-
vices and mobility. Oman has
undertaken commercially

BORRE
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THE 29™ STATE
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-

INDIA-

PARTNERSHIP

meaningful commitments in
sectors of major export inter-
est to India, including profes-
sional services, computer and
IT services, education,
healthcare, tourism, research
and development, and envi-
ronmental services. Indian
professionals in areas such as
accounting, engineering,
medicine, construction, edu-
cation, and consulting are ex-
pected to benefit from im-
proved market access.
Crucially, Oman has agreed
to enhanced mobility com-
mitments for Indian profes-
sionals and workers. Intra-
corporate transferees and
contractual service suppliers
will be allowed stays of up to
four years, while business
visitors and independent pro-
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fessionals will receive easier
temporary entry provisions.
It has raised the ceiling for
intra-corporate transferees
from 20 per cent to 50 per cent.

The Modi government’s ini-
tiatives to sign trade pacts
with developed countries is
part of the Prime Minister’s
mission to improve the life of
every Indian.The agreement
with Oman is a reminder that
trade is a powerful instru-
ment of growth, job creation
and shared prosperity. In a
fragmented and protectionist
world, PM Modi is sending a
clear message that the new,
confident India will not re-
treat behind walls. It will rise
through partnerships, com-
petitiveness and global
engagement.

4

Piyush Goyal
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Teléngana State Formation Day

Telangana - An Emerging State of South India

In southern India, bordered
by Maharashtra, Chhattis-
garh, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana was
formed on June 2, 2014, after
decades of struggle and the bi-
furcation of Andhra Pradesh.
Spread across 1,12,077 sq km
with a population of about 3.86
crore, the state has Hyderabad
as its capital and 33 districts.
With a literacy rate of 66.54 per
cent, Telangana has grown as
a hub of cultural heritage,
handlooms, agro-based econo-
my, historic monuments and a
strong IT sector. The Congress
government led by Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy continues
to pursue development-focused
governance.

Telangana Emerges as the
29th State

Before Independence, the
Hyderabad State under the Ni-
zam merged with India in 1948
through Operation Polo. Telan-
gana later merged with the
Andhra region in 1956 to form
Andhra Pradesh on a linguis-
tic basis. Over time, dissatis-
faction grew due to alleged dis-
crimination in water sharing,
funds allocation, jobs, infra-
structure and cultural identity.
The Gentlemen’s Agreement
was seen as violated, deepen-
ing regional imbalance.

The demand for a separate

Telangana gained momentum
in 1969 under leaders like Mar-
ri Chenna Reddy and Konda
Laxman Bapuji. The move-
ment intensified after 2001
with the formation of Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi under K
Chandrashekar Rao and later
the Joint Action Committee
led by Professor Kodandaram.
Key protests like KCR’s fast,
Million March and Sakal Jan-
ula Samme mobilised mass
participation. The prolonged
movement from 1969 to 2014
claimed over 1,500 lives.

The Sri Krishna Committee
was formed in 2010 to examine
the issue. The Congress Work-
ing Committee passed a resolu-
tion for Telangana on July 30,
2013, followed by Union Cabi-
net approval on October 3,
2013. The Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation Bill was passed
in Parliament in February 2014
and received Presidential as-
sent on March 1, 2014. Telan-
gana officially became India’s
29th state on June 2, 2014, de-
spite opposition from sections
in Andhra Pradesh.

Special Features of
Telangana

Telangana has emerged as
one of India’s fastest-growing
states with the 8th largest
economy, per capita income of

3.08 lakh and an average
growth rate of 12.8 per cent.

The state has witnessed rapid
expansion in IT, industry, agri-
culture and horticulture, sup-
ported by rich mineral re-
sources. It is known for its
vibrant cultural heritage, in-
cluding Perini, Kuchipudi,
Lambadi and Gussadi dances,
along with traditional
handicrafts.

Festivals such as Bathukam-
ma, Bonalu, Sankranti, Ugadi
and Dussehra reflect its cul-
tural diversity, while Hyderab-
adi biryani and rural cuisines
showcase its culinary rich-
ness. Telangana’s state sym-
bols include the deer as the
state animal, Indian roller
(Palapitta) as the state bird,
Jammi tree and Tangedu
flower.

The state is home to iconic
historical monuments such as
Charminar, Golconda Fort,
Qutub Shahi Tombs, Warangal
Fort, Thousand Pillar Temple,
Ramappa Temple, Mecca Mas-
jid, Chowmahalla Palace and
Basara Saraswati Temple. It
also has several wildlife sanc-
tuaries including Eturnagar-
am, Pocharam, Pranahita, Kin-
nerasani and Manjira, along
with national parks like Mru-
gavani, Mahavir Harina Va-
nasthali and KBR Park.

State Formation Day
Celebrations

On June 2, 2026, Telangana

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry

SALUTING THE
MARTYRS OF THE
TELANGANA MOVEMENT
- ’-ﬁ‘ X
o
gl )

ONE STATE
ONE IDENTITY

celebrates 12 years of state-
hood with grand events across
the state. From Hyderabad to
rural areas, celebrations in-
clude cultural programmes, of-
ficial ceremonies, school ac-
tivities, public meetings and
tributes to martyrs of the
movement. Fireworks, commu-
nity events and awareness pro-
grammes are being organised
widely.

The state continues to focus
on sustainable and inclusive
development, honouring the
sacrifices made for its forma-
tion while working towards fu-
ture growth and prosperity.

Prof Madhusudhan Reddy
Burra
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Suvendu Adhikari Expands Bengal Cabinet,
39 BJP MLAs Take 0ath as Mlmsters

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Monday
expanded his cabinet, with 35
BJP legislators taking oath as
ministers in a major exercise
aimed at strengthening the
newly formed BJP government
in the state. Governor R.N. Ravi
administered the oath of office
and secrecy at a ceremony held
in Kolkata.

The cabinet expansion comes
just weeks after Adhikari was
sworn in as the first BJP Chief
Minister of West Bengal follow-
ing the party’s landmark victo-
ry in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions. The BJP secured a
decisive mandate, ending the
Trinamool Congress’s long rule
in the state and paving the way
for a new political chapter.

With the induction of 35 new
ministers, the strength of the
Council of Ministers has risen
to 41, bringing it close to the
constitutional limit for the
state. The move is being viewed
as an effort to ensure broader
representation from different
regions and communities while
enhancing administrative effi-
ciency.Several senior BJP lead-
ers and first-time legislators
were among those inducted into
the ministry. The cabinet in-
cludes a mix of experienced

Kerala High Court Grants Interim Relief to CMRL,

p011t1c1ans and younger faces
reflecting the party’s attempt to
balance governance experience
with fresh leadership. A num-
ber of ministers were assigned
cabinet rank, while others took
oath as Ministers of State and
Ministers of State with Inde-
pendent Charge.

The expansion followed ex-
tensive consultations between
the Chief Minister, state BJP
leaders and the party’s central
leadership. Discussions report-
edly focused on achieving re-
gional, social and political bal-
ance in the ministry while
accommodating leaders who
played key roles in the party’s
electoral success.When Adhi-
kari first assumed office, only a
small group of ministers had
been sworn in alongside him.
The latest expansion has trans-
formed the administration into
a near full-fledged government
capable of handling a broad

range of respons1b111t1es across
departments.

The BJP leadership has de-
scribed the move as a crucial
step toward delivering on its
election promises and accelerat-
ing development initiatives
across West Bengal. The ex-
panded cabinet is expected to
focus on governance reforms,
infrastructure development,
employment generation and the
implementation of welfare
schemes promised during the
election campaign.Political ob-
servers see the cabinet expan-
sion as an important milestone
for the BJP government as it
seeks to establish its adminis-
trative credentials and consoli-
date its position in a state where
it achieved a historic break-
through. The formation of a
larger ministry is expected to
provide greater stability and
momentum to the government’s
agenda in the coming years.

ED Probe Agamst Veena V||ayan Continues

The Kerala High Court on
Monday granted temporary re-
lief to Cochin Minerals and Ru-
tile Limited (CMRL), directing
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) not to initiate any fresh
action against the company un-
til June 5. The court reserved
its verdict on CMRL’s petition
challenging the ongoing money
laundering investigation.

A division bench heard the
matter and decided to defer its
final decision until later this
week. While providing interim
protection to the company, the
court clarified that the relief
applies only to CMRL. The ED
has been allowed to continue
its investigation against other
individuals linked to the case,
including Veena Vijayan,
daughter of former Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan.

The case centres on allega-
tions that CMRL made pay-
ments to Exalogic Solutions, an
IT firm owned by Veena Vijay-
an, without receiving corre-
sponding services. Investigat-
ing agencies are examining
whether the transactions were
genuine business arrange-
ments or part of an irregular
financial arrangement. The ED
launched its probe under provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) based on findings from
earlier investigations into the
company’s financial dealings.

CMRL approached the High
Court seeking to quash the ED
proceedings, arguing that the
agency lacked the legal basis to
continue its investigation.
However, an earlier ruling by a
single judge had dismissed the
company’s plea, observing that

the challenge was premature
and noting that related pro-
ceedings were already under-
way under the Companies Act.

During the latest
hearing, lawyers representing
CMRL argued that the ED
could not proceed without a
formal First Information Re-
port (FIR) in the case. The ED
countered that it was empow-
ered to investigate potential
money laundering offences
based on available evidence
and was not required to wait
for the registration of an FIR
before initiating action.

The matter has gener-
ated considerable political at-
tention in Kerala because of
the involvement of Veena Vi-
jayan and the scrutiny of trans-
actions linked to her company.
The investigation has also be-
come a subject of political de-
bate, with opposition parties
demanding greater accounta-
bility and transparency.

The High Court’s final
verdict, expected on June 5,
will be closely watched as it
could have significant implica-
tions for the future of the inves-
tigation and the legal questions
surrounding the ED’s powers
in the case. Meanwhile, the
agency is expected to continue
examining financial records
and other evidence as part of
its ongoing probe.

India’s Seafood Exports Reach Record
High of §8. 46 Billionin FY 2025-26

India’s seafood exports
achieved a record high in both
volume and value during the
financial year 2025-26, despite
challenging global market con-
ditions. According to the Ma-
rine Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (MPEDA), the
country exported 19.72 lakh
metric tonnes (MT) of seafood
worth 73,890.46 crore ($8.46
billion), marking the highest-
ever performance for the
sector.

The United States and China
remained the leading destina-
tions for Indian seafood ex-
ports, while frozen shrimp
continued to dominate the ex-
port basket. Frozen shrimp ex-
ports generated 49,037.93
crore ($5.62 billion), account-
ing for over 40 per cent of total
export volume and nearly two-
thirds of total export earnings
in dollar terms. India exported
7.93 lakh MT of frozen shrimp
during the year, recording
strong growth in both volume
and value.

The United States remained
the largest market for Indian
frozen shrimp, followed by
China, the European Union,
Southeast Asia, Japan and the
Middle East. Exports of both
L. vannamei and Black Tiger
shrimp showed notable

growth, reflecting strong in-
ternational demand.

Frozen fish emerged as the
second-largest export catego-
ry, earning 5,658.37 crore
($643.70 million). Dried sea-
food products ranked third,
generating 5,079.09 crore
($577.44 million) and register-
ing an impressive growth of
over 78 per cent in rupee
terms.

Exports of frozen squid
reached 1.02 lakh MT and
earned 4,493.80 crore ($513.84
million), while frozen cuttle-
fish exports also recorded sig-
nificant gains in both volume
and value. Chilled seafood
products contributed 622.31
crore ($71.27 million), while
live seafood exports grew by
over 11 per cent to reach $62.43

m11110n In terms of overall ex-

port destinations, the United
States remained India’s larg-
est seafood market by value,
importing seafood worth $2.33
billion. China emerged as the
largest destination by volume,
importing nearly 4.9 lakh MT
valued at $1.61 billion. The Eu-
ropean Union, Southeast Asia,
Japan and the Middle East
also remained major markets
for Indian seafood products.
The top three ports handling
seafood exports during the
year were Visakhapatnam (Vi-
zag), Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT) and Kochi. The
record-breaking performance
highlights the resilience, com-
petitiveness and growing glob-
al demand for Indian seafood

products.
®
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The upcoming Rajya Sabha
elections have sparked in-
tense political activity as the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) seeks to
strengthen its position in the
Upper House of Parliament.
With 25 seats set to go to the
polls, the NDA is expected to
make significant gains and
move closer to the crucial 150-
seat mark, further consolidat-
ing its legislative strength.

Currently, the NDA enjoys
a comfortable advantage in
the Rajya Sabha and is pro-
jected to win a majority of the
seats being contested. A
stronger presence in the Up-
per House would make it eas-
ier for the ruling alliance to
advance key legislation and
policy initiatives, particular-
ly those requiring broader
parliamentary support.

However, the elections are
not without challenges. Politi-
cal parties across the spec-
trum are wary of possible
cross-voting, a phenomenon
that has often produced unex-
pected results in Rajya Sabha
contests. Since members of
state legislative assemblies
elect Rajya Sabha representa-
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tives, maintaining party dis-
cipline is critical. As a result,
several parties have intensi-
fied efforts to keep their legis-
lators united and prevent de-
fections or voting surprises.
A major point of concern
for the opposition, particular-
ly the Congress, is the situa-
tion in Gujarat. The party has
faced setbacks in the state
due to defections and internal
challenges, weakening its po-
sition ahead of the elections.
These developments have im-

proved the BJP S prospects

and added to the Congress
party’s difficulties in retain-
ing influence in key states.
The elections also highlight
the growing importance of
regional parties in national
politics. In several states, re-
gional outfits hold the bal-
ance of power and could in-
fluence the outcome of closely
contested seats. Their sup-
port or opposition may prove
decisive in determining the
final composition of the Up-

per House.

Political observers believe
the NDA is likely to emerge
stronger after the elections,
though the final outcome will
depend on state-specific equa-
tions and party strategies.
With concerns over cross-vot-
ing, shifting loyalties and re-
gional alliances, the Rajya
Sabha polls are expected to be
closely watched as a signifi-
cant test of political strength
ahead of future electoral
battles.

Trinamool Faces Internal Crisis as Signature
Forgery Row Deepens inWest Bengal

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) is facing a major inter-
nal crisis after allegations of
signature forgery triggered a
fresh political controversy in
West Bengal. The dispute has
exposed growing divisions
within the party at a time
when it is struggling to recov-
er from its recent electoral
setback.

The controversy erupted af-
ter allegations surfaced that
the signatures of two Trina-
mool MLAs were forged on a
letter endorsing senior leader
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay as
the Leader of Opposition in
the West Bengal Assembly.
The issue gained momentum
when Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari publicly named the
two legislators who had alleg-
edly complained about the
forgery.

The MLAs, Ritabrata Baner-
jee and Sandipan Saha, were
later expelled from the Trina-
mool Congress. The party ac-
cused them of engaging in
anti-party activities, repeat-
edly skipping party meetings
and making statements that
allegedly harmed the organi-

sation’s interests.

The signature forgery alle-
gations have now become the
focus of a formal investiga-
tion. The West Bengal Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
(CID) is probing the matter
and has reportedly issued no-
tices to several Trinamool
leaders. The controversy has
also drawn attention to senior
party figures, intensifying po-
litical pressure on the
leadership.

Expelled MLA Sandipan
Saha claimed that serious mis-

takes were made in the prepa-
ration and submission of doc-
uments related to the
opposition leadership process.
His remarks have added to the
embarrassment faced by the
party and fueled speculation
about internal disagreements
among its leaders.

The development comes at a
sensitive time for the Trina-
mool Congress, which has
been dealing with growing
dissatisfaction within its
ranks following its loss of
power in West Bengal. Several

leaders have openly expressed
concerns over the party’s
functioning, leading to re-
ports of factionalism and
unrest.

Trinamool chief Mamata
Banerjee has accused the BJP
of attempting to weaken her
party by pressuring and influ-
encing legislators. She alleged
that some of her MLAs faced
intimidation before attending
party meetings and claimed
that efforts were being made
to create divisions within the
organisation.

Political observers believe
the controversy has highlight-
ed deeper tensions inside the
Trinamool Congress. While
the party leadership has at-
tempted to contain the fallout
through disciplinary action,
the signature forgery row has
brought internal disputes into
public view.

As the investigation contin-
ues, the episode is expected to
remain a major political issue
in West Bengal, with both the
ruling BJP and the opposition
Trinamool using the contro-
versy to strengthen their re-
spective political narratives.

CJP Founder Abhijeet Dipke to Return to India, Launch
Protest Seeking Dharmendra Pradhan’s Resignation

Abhijeet Dipke, founder of
the viral social media move-
ment Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), has announced that he
will return to India on June 6
to lead a protest demanding
the resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the NEET paper
leak controversy and other
examination-related issues.

In a video message shared
online, Dipke called on stu-
dents and young people across
the country to join a peaceful
and democratic movement
seeking accountability in the
education system. He said he
plans to arrive in Delhi and
seek official permission to
hold a protest at Jantar Man-
tar, a traditional venue for
public demonstrations in the
national capital.

Dipke alleged that repeated
controversies surrounding
competitive examinations
have affected the future of mil-
lions of students. He argued
that examination irregulari-
ties, including the NEET-UG
paper leak controversy, have
undermined confidence in the
system and created uncertain-
ty among aspirants preparing
for crucial entrance tests. Ac-
cording to him, accountability
must be fixed at the highest
level, and he has called for the
Education Minister’s
resignation.

The CJP founder said a

growing number of students
and supporters have backed
online campaigns demanding
action over examination-relat-
ed concerns. He claimed that
public frustration has been in-
creasing due to repeated alle-
gations of mismanagement
and irregularities in various
recruitment and entrance ex-
aminations across the
country.

The announcement comes
amid the rapid rise of the
Cockroach Janta Party, a sa-
tirical social media movement
that has gained significant
popularity among young Indi-
ans. Through memes, videos

and political commentary, the
movement has attracted a
large following by highlight-
ing issues related to govern-
ance, employment and
education.

In recent weeks, Dipke has
also been involved in legal pro-
ceedings concerning restric-
tions imposed on some of the
movement’s social media ac-
counts. He has maintained
that the campaign is commit-
ted to peaceful democratic en-
gagement and the right to ex-
press public concerns.

Despite speculation about
possible action against him
upon his return, Dipke ex-

pressed confidence that demo-
cratic institutions would allow
citizens to voice their opinions
through lawful means. He
urged supporters, particularly
students, to participate in the
planned protest and raise their
concerns about the future of
education and examination
reforms.

The proposed demonstra-
tion is expected to draw atten-
tion from student groups and
political observers, as de-
mands for greater transpar-
ency and accountability in the
conduct of national examina-
tions continue to remain a ma-
jor public issue.
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India-Oman Trade Pact Opens Strategic Alternative To Gulf Route Beyond Strait 0f Hormuz

India’s newly operational
trade agreement with Oman is
being seen as a major strategic
and economic milestone, offer-
ing the country an alternative
gateway to the Gulf region at a
time of growing geopolitical un-
certainty. While the India-Oman
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA) is
primarily aimed at boosting
trade and investment, experts
believe its significance extends
far beyond economics.

The agreement came into ef-
fect on June 1 and is expected to
strengthen bilateral ties by re-
ducing trade barriers and pro-
viding Indian exporters with
greater access to the Omani
market. However, one of its big-
gest advantages lies in Oman’s
strategic geographical location,
which could help India reduce
risks associated with disrup-
tions in the Strait of Hormuz.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world’s most important

maritime routes, handling a sig-
nificant portion of global oil
and gas shipments. For India,
which imports a large share of
its energy requirements from
Gulf nations, any disruption in
this narrow waterway can have
serious consequences. Regional
tensions, conflicts, and security
concerns have repeatedly high-
lighted the vulnerability of this
crucial trade corridor.

This is where Oman’s impor-
tance becomes evident. Unlike
several Gulf countries that rely
heavily on ports located inside
the Persian Gulf, Oman has key
ports situated outside the Strait
of Hormuz along the Arabian
Sea and the Gulf of Oman. Ma-
jor ports such as Dugm and
Salalah can remain operational
and accessible even if traffic
through the strait faces
disruptions.

Industry experts believe
these ports could serve as alter-
native logistics hubs for India

during periods of regional in-
stability. The arrangement
would provide Indian business-
es with more flexibility in
transporting goods and energy
supplies while reducing de-
pendence on a single maritime
route.

The economic benefits of the
agreement are also substantial.
Indian exporters are expected
to gain duty-free access to a vast
majority of products entering
Oman. Sectors likely to benefit
include textiles, engineering
goods, pharmaceuticals, chemi-
cals, food products, agriculture,
and small and medium enter-
prises. The agreement is also
expected to encourage invest-
ment flows and strengthen co-
operation in services and digi-
tal trade.

For India, the pact arrives at
a crucial time. Global supply
chains are undergoing signifi-
cant changes due to geopolitical
tensions, rising shipping costs,

and concerns over energy secu-
rity. Strengthening ties with
Oman helps India diversify
trade routes and improve resil-
ience against external shocks.

Beyond trade, the agreement
enhances India’s strategic pres-
ence in the Gulf region. Oman
has long been regarded as a sta-
ble and balanced partner with
strong diplomatic relationships
across the Middle East. Closer
economic cooperation could
open new opportunities for In-
dia in regional connectivity
projects and international trade
corridors.

As global trade patterns con-
tinue to evolve, the India-Oman
CEPA represents more than a
commercial arrangement. It is
a strategic partnership that
could strengthen India’s eco-
nomic security, improve access
to global markets, and provide a
valuable alternative route in
one of the world’s most sensi-
tive geopolitical regions.

Trump Defends IranTalks, Attacks Critics For
‘Negatively Ch'irping’flbout Negotiations

US President Donald Trump
has strongly defended the on-
going negotiations with Iran,
insisting that diplomatic ef-
forts are moving in the right
direction while criticizing po-
litical opponents for what he
described as constant interfer-
ence and negativity.

In a post on his social media
platform Truth Social, Trump
claimed that Iran is eager to
reach an agreement with the
United States and expressed
confidence that the final out-
come would benefit both Amer-
ica and its allies. He main-
tained that progress is being
made despite growing skepti-
cism from political rivals and
sections of the media.

Trump directed particular
criticism toward Democrats
and what he called “unpatri-
otic Republicans,” accusing
them of repeatedly question-
ing the pace and direction of
the negotiations. According to
him, constant public commen-
tary about whether he should
accelerate talks, slow them
down, pursue military action,
or avoid conflict altogether has
complicated the diplomatic
process. He urged critics to “sit
back and relax,” expressing
confidence that the situation
would eventually work out in
America’s favor.

The remarks come at a sensi-
tive moment in US-Iran rela-

tions. Diplomatic efforts to se-
cure a broader agreement have
continued alongside rising
military tensions in the re-
gion. Recent days have wit-
nessed fresh exchanges be-
tween American and Iranian
forces, with both sides accus-
ing each other of carrying out
strikes on military targets.
These developments have add-
ed urgency to ongoing negotia-
tions while also increasing po-
litical pressure on the White
House.

Trump has repeatedly ar-
gued that Iran wants a deal and
suggested that negotiations
are closer to a breakthrough
than many observers believe.

He has also emphasized that
any agreement reached under
his leadership would differ sig-
nificantly from previous ar-
rangements, particularly the
2015 nuclear deal that he has
long criticized.

However, Iranian officials
have offered a more cautious
assessment of the talks. Teh-
ran has stated that progress
has been slowed by a lack of
trust, changing American posi-
tions, and what it views as con-
tradictory demands from
Washington. Iranian officials
have argued that these factors
have complicated efforts to
move negotiations forward.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has

also stressed that regional is-
sues remain closely linked to
any potential agreement. Offi-
cials have indicated that broad-
er security concerns, includ-
ing ongoing tensions involving
Israel and Lebanon, continue
to influence Tehran’s position
during negotiations.

Despite the challenges,
Trump has continued project-
ing optimism. He insists that
Iran remains interested in
reaching a settlement and be-
lieves a successful agreement
is achievable. At the same
time, he has made it clear that
military options remain avail-
able if diplomacy ultimately
fails.

As negotiations continue
amid heightened regional ten-
sions, the outcome of the talks
could have major implications
for Middle East stability, global
energy markets, and US for-
eign policy. For now, Trump ap-
pears determined to defend the
diplomatic process while push-
ing back against critics he be-
lieves are undermining
progress.

The coming weeks are ex-
pected to be crucial, as both
Washington and Tehran at-
tempt to bridge longstanding
differences and determine
whether diplomacy can deliver
a lasting agreement in one of
the world’s most volatile
regions.

Nepal PM Balen Shah’s ‘India Encroached Nepal
Too’ Remark Sparks Political Controversy

A fresh political controversy
has erupted in Nepal after
Kathmandu Mayor Balen Shah
made a statement suggesting
that India had also encroached
on Nepalese territory. His re-
marks, made while comment-
ing on regional border issues,
triggered strong reactions
from political leaders, govern-
ment officials, and sections of
the public within Nepal.

The controversy began when
Balen Shah responded to dis-
cussions surrounding territo-
rial disputes and sovereignty
concerns. During his com-
ments, he stated that Nepal too
had experienced encroach-
ment by India, a remark that

quickly gained attention on
social media and in political
circles. The statement sparked
intense debate, with critics ac-
cusing him of making sensi-
tive foreign policy observa-
tions that could affect
diplomatic relations.

Several political leaders
questioned whether the mayor
should be making comments
on complex international and
border-related matters. Critics
argued that issues involving
national sovereignty, territo-
rial disputes, and foreign rela-
tions fall under the authority
of Nepal’s federal government
rather than local officials.

The remarks also revived

longstanding discussions re-
garding border disputes be-
tween Nepal and India. Over
the years, disagreements have
surfaced over areas such as
Kalapani, Lipulekh, and
Limpiyadhura, regions
claimed by both countries.
These disputes have periodi-
cally created tensions, al-
though both governments have
generally emphasized dialogue
and diplomatic engagement as
the preferred path toward
resolution.

Supporters of Balen Shah,
however, defended his com-
ments, arguing that he merely
reflected concerns that have
been part of Nepal’s public and
political discourse for years.
They maintained that raising
questions about territorial
claims should not automati-
cally be viewed as
controversial.

The issue quickly evolved
into alarger domestic political
debate. Some leaders accused
Shah of seeking attention
through provocative state-
ments, while others argued
that the backlash against him
was politically motivated. The
controversy has further high-
lighted the increasingly influ-
ential role that the Kathmandu
mayor plays in Nepal’s public
discussions, often extending
beyond municipal
governance.

Nepal’s central government
has not indicated any change
in its diplomatic approach to-
ward India following the re-
marks. Officials continue to

maintain that bilateral issues
should be addressed through
established diplomatic chan-
nels and dialogue between the
two countries.

India and Nepal share deep
cultural, historical, economic,
and people-to-people ties. The
two neighboring nations main-
tain close cooperation across
trade, infrastructure, energy,
and security sectors. Despite
occasional disagreements over
border issues, both countries
have repeatedly emphasized
the importance of maintaining
strong bilateral relations.

The latest controversy
comes at a time when Nepal’s
domestic political landscape
remains highly active, with
public figures increasingly us-
ing social media and public
platforms to express views on
national issues. As a result,
comments from influential
leaders often generate wide-
spread political debate.

While Balen Shah’s state-
ment has drawn criticism and
support in equal measure, it
has once again brought atten-
tion to the sensitive nature of
India-Nepal border discus-
sions. The episode also reflects
how territorial issues continue
to remain emotionally and po-
litically significant within
Nepal.

As reactions continue, the
focus is likely to remain on
whether the controversy fades
as a domestic political debate
or develops into a broader dis-
cussion about Nepal’s foreign
policy and national identity.
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Iran Denies Reports Of President Pezeshkian’s
Resignation Amid Alleged IRGC Dispute

Iranian authorities have
strongly rejected reports claim-
ing that President Masoud Pez-
eshkian submitted his resigna-
tion following disagreements
with the powerful Islamic Revo-
Iutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
dismissing the claims as false
and politically motivated.

The controversy began after
reports emerged from a UK-
based media outlet alleging
that Pezeshkian had sent a res-
ignation letter to Iran’s Su-
preme Leader, arguing that his
administration had been side-
lined from major national deci-
sions. According to the report,
the president was reportedly
concerned that hardline fac-
tions within the IRGC had
gained overwhelming influence
over key state affairs, limiting
the elected government’s
authority.

The claims quickly attracted
international attention because
they suggested a serious power
struggle within Iran’s leader-
ship structure. However, Irani-
an officials moved swiftly to
deny the reports.

Government sources stated
that President Pezeshkian has
not resigned and continues to
carry out his official responsi-
bilities. Officials described the
resignation story as fabricated
and accused foreign media or-
ganizations of spreading mis-
information aimed at creating
confusion and weakening na-
tional unity.

The president’s office also is-
sued a strong response, reject-
ing the allegations and insist-
ing that Pezeshkian remains
committed to serving the coun-
try. Officials argued that the re-
ports were part of a broader
campaign to create the impres-

sion of divisions within Iran’s
political system.

Despite the denials, the re-
ports have reignited discus-
sions about the balance of pow-
er inside Iran. For years,
political analysts have pointed
to tensions between elected ci-
vilian institutions and the
IRGC, which holds significant
influence over military, securi-
ty, and strategic matters.

The IRGC has long been con-
sidered one of the most power-
ful institutions in Iran. While
the country’s president over-
sees the government and eco-
nomic administration, major
decisions related to national
security, defense, and foreign
policy often involve other influ-
ential centers of power, includ-
ing the Supreme Leader and the
Revolutionary Guard.

Recent regional con-
flicts and security challenges
have further increased the
prominence of military and se-
curity institutions, leading to
speculation that civilian lead-
ers may have less influence
over key decisions than before.
Reports of disagreements be-
tween reformist politicians and

hardline factions have surfaced
periodically, although Iranian
authorities consistently deny
claims of major internal
divisions.

The latest controversy
comes at a particularly sensi-
tive time for Iran, which is fac-
ing economic pressures, diplo-
matic negotiations, and
ongoing regional tensions. Any
perception of instability within
the country’s leadership could
have significant political and
international consequences.

For now, there is no of-
ficial evidence that President
Pezeshkian has resigned. Ira-
nian authorities maintain that
he remains fully engaged in his
duties and that the reports are
baseless rumors. However, the
episode has once again drawn
attention to the complex power
dynamics within Iran and the
continuing debate over the in-
fluence of the IRGC in the coun-
try’s political system.

As speculation contin-
ues, observers will closely
watch developments in Tehran
for any signs of deeper political
disagreements or shifts in
Iran’s leadership structure.

Five Ebola Patients Recover in Gongo,
Oftering Hope Amid Growing Outhreak

The Democratic Republic of
Congo has reported a positive
development in its fight
against the ongoing Ebola out-
break, with five patients in-
fected by the Bundibugyo
strain of the virus making full
recoveries. The announce-
ment was made by World
Health Organization (WHO)
Director-General Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus during the
inauguration of a new Ebola
treatment centre in Bunia, the
capital of Ituri province,
which remains at the centre of
the outbreak.

According to health offi-
cials, four patients were dis-
charged from the treatment
facility on Sunday, while an-
other had recovered and left
earlier. Their recovery is con-
sidered a significant break-
through because there is cur-
rently no approved vaccine or
specific treatment for the Bun-
dibugyo strain. Medical ex-
perts say the cases highlight
the importance of early diag-
nosis, supportive care and
prompt medical intervention
in improving survival rates
among Ebola patients.

One of the survivors, Bara-
ka Bulambulu, spoke about
the fear and isolation experi-

enced by those infected with
the disease. He said many peo-
ple were afraid to come near
them due to uncertainty sur-
rounding the illness. Recover-
ing from Ebola, he explained,
felt like a second chance after
witnessing the suffering of
other patients.

_ Another survivor, nurse Ezo
Etienne, described his ordeal
with symptoms including diz-
ziness, vomiting, severe diar-
rhoea, itching and extreme
weakness. After several medi-
cal tests, he was finally diag-
nosed with Ebola and received
treatment focused on manag-
ing symptoms, maintaining
hydration and strengthening
his condition. His recovery
has become a symbol of hope
for both healthcare workers
and patients battling the
disease.

The outbreak, caused by the
rare Bundibugyo virus, has
raised concern among health
authorities across Central Af-
rica. More than 130 confirmed
cases and several deaths have
been reported in Congo and
neighbouring Uganda. The
situation has prompted inten-
sified surveillance and re-
sponse measures to prevent
further spread of the disease.

Efforts to contain the out-
break continue to face signifi-
cant challenges. Healthcare
teams are dealing with short-
ages of medical supplies, dif-
ficult working conditions and
mistrust among some local
communities. In parts of east-
ern Congo, insecurity linked
to armed groups has further
complicated response efforts.
Health facilities and workers
have also encountered resist-
ance from residents who op-
pose certain containment
measures, including restric-
tions on movement and burial
practices.

Despite these obstacles,
health officials remain hope-
ful. The successful recovery of
five patients demonstrates
that Ebola is not always fatal
when detected and treated ear-
ly. Authorities are urging peo-
ple to seek medical attention
immediately if symptoms ap-
pear and to cooperate with
health teams working to con-
tain the outbreak.The recent
recoveries have provided a
much-needed boost to ongoing
efforts, offering hope that the
outbreak can be controlled
through timely treatment,
public awareness and contin-
ued international support.
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Dabur Shares Drop 4% Despite Company’s Response M arke
to US FDA Observations at Silvassa Facility

Shares of Dabur India came
under pressure in the stock mar-
ket, falling nearly 4% after the
company disclosed that the Unit-
ed States Food and Drug Admin-
istration (US FDA) had issued ob-
servations following an
inspection of its manufacturing
facility in Silvassa. Despite the
company assuring investors that
it was actively engaging with the
regulator, market sentiment re-
mained cautious.

The decline in Dabur’s share
price reflected investor concerns
over regulatory scrutiny and the
potential impact on the compa-
ny’s international business oper-
ations. The stock witnessed sell-
ing pressure as traders reacted to
the development and assessed the
possible implications of the
FDA’s observations.

In an official statement, Dabur
clarified that it is working closely
with the US FDA and has already
initiated corrective and preven-
tive actions to address the issues
highlighted during the inspec-
tion. The company stressed that
it remains committed to main-
taining high standards of quality,
compliance, and manufacturing
practices across its facilities.

According to the company, the
observations were issued after a
routine inspection at the Silvassa
manufacturing unit. Such obser-
vations are typically documented
in a Form 483, which is issued
when FDA inspectors identify
conditions that may require cor-
rective action. However, the issu-
ance of observations does not au-
tomatically imply regulatory
action or restrictions on
operations.

Dabur emphasized that it is
preparing a comprehensive re-
sponse to the regulator and is tak-
ing all necessary steps to resolve
the concerns raised during the
inspection. The company also
noted that it has been maintain-
ing continuous communication
with the FDA throughout the
process.

Despite these assurances, in-
vestors appeared concerned
about the potential effect on ex-
ports and future regulatory ap-
provals. Market participants of-
ten react negatively to
FDA-related developments be-
cause they can create uncertainty
regarding compliance standards,
product approvals, and interna-
tional business performance.

Analysts noted that while FDA
observations are not uncommon
in the pharmaceutical and con-
sumer goods industries, the mar-
ket tends to respond cautiously
until there is greater clarity on
the nature of the observations
and the company’s corrective

measures. Investors are expected
to closely monitor further up-
dates from both Dabur and the US
regulator in the coming weeks.

The broader market environ-
ment also remained weak, adding
to the pressure on the stock. Sev-
eral FMCG companies witnessed
mixed trading activity as inves-
tors weighed valuation concerns
and sector-specific
developments.

Industry experts believe the
long-term impact on Dabur will
depend largely on how quickly
and effectively the company ad-
dresses the FDA's observations. If
the regulator is satisfied with the
corrective actions, the issue may
have limited long-term
consequences.

For now, however, the develop-
ment has introduced an element
of uncertainty, prompting inves-
tors to adopt a cautious approach.
The company’s future updates re-
garding its engagement with the
US FDA are likely to remain a key
focus area for the market.

FCONOMY

Indian equity benchmarks
continued their downward
journey, extending losses for
another session as weak global
cues, foreign investor selling,
and geopolitical uncertainty
weighed heavily on market
sentiment. The Sensex de-
clined by more than 508 points,
while the Nifty slipped below
the crucial 23,400 mark during
the trading session.

The market opened on a cau-
tious note and remained under
pressure throughout the day.
Investors stayed on the side-
lines amid concerns over ris-
ing crude oil prices, continued
foreign institutional investor
(FII) outflows, and uncertainty
surrounding global geopoliti-
cal developments. These fac-
tors triggered broad-based sell-
ing across several sectors.

Among the major laggards
were banking, auto, and con-
sumer-focused stocks, which
witnessed significant profit-
booking after recent gains.
Market participants also re-
mained wary of elevated valu-
ations and the possibility of
further volatility in global
markets.

Analysts pointed out that un-
certainty surrounding devel-
opments in West Asia and fluc-
tuations in crude oil prices
have emerged as major con-
cerns for investors. Higher oil
prices could increase India’s
import bill and put pressure on
inflation, which may affect eco-
nomic growth and corporate

earnings going forward.

Foreign investors continued
to remain net sellers, adding to
the pressure on domestic equi-
ties. Persistent FII outflows
have been one of the key rea-
sons behind the recent weak-
ness in the market. Investors
are increasingly shifting focus
toward global macroeconomic
trends, including interest rate
expectations and geopolitical
risks.

Despite the overall weak-
ness, some defensive sectors
such as healthcare and select
technology stocks showed re-
silience and managed to limit
losses. However, the broader
market sentiment remained
negative, with declining stocks
significantly outnumbering
advancing shares on the
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exchanges.

Market experts noted that
the Nifty is currently trading
near an important support
zone. According to technical
analysts, the index needs to re-
claim higher levels to regain
positive momentum. Failure to
hold key support levels could
result in further downside
pressure in the coming
sessions.

The broader market also re-
flected caution among inves-
tors. Midcap and smallcap
stocks witnessed mixed perfor-
mance as traders preferred to
reduce risk exposure amid un-
certain conditions.

Globally, investors remained
focused on geopolitical devel-
opments and movements in
commodity prices. Concerns

ts Extend Losing Streak As Nifty Slips
Below23,400, Sensex Falls Over 508 Points

over global growth, inflation
trends, and foreign fund flows
continue to influence market
direction.

While short-term vol-
atility is expected to persist,
analysts believe long-term in-
vestors should remain focused
on quality stocks and avoid
making decisions based solely
on daily market fluctuations.
They suggest that market par-
ticipants closely monitor glob-
al cues, crude oil prices, and
institutional investment
trends for indications of the
market’s next move.

For now, the bearish
sentiment remains intact as
Dalal Street struggles to find
strong buying support amid a
challenging global
environment.

Temple Bonds: Can Faith-Based Financing Become India’s Next Big Investment Experiment?

Madhya Pradesh’s proposal
to raise 200 crore through
“temple bonds” for the redevel-
opment of major religious sites
around Ujjain has sparked in-
terest among policymakers, in-
vestors, and market experts. If
implemented successfully, the
initiative could create a com-
pletely new category of fund-
raising in India—one that com-
bines faith, infrastructure
development, and investment
returns.

The proposed bond issue is
part of alarger 1,100-crore pro-
ject aimed at upgrading 11 im-
portant religious destinations
ahead of the Simhastha Kumbh
Mela in 2028. The state govern-
ment plans to use the funds for
temple restoration, improved
pilgrim facilities, road connec-
tivity, parking infrastructure,

security systems, and tourism-
related development.

While temple bonds may ap-
pear unique in the Indian con-
text, similar models have been
used internationally for dec-
ades. Governments and reli-
gious institutions across the
world have successfully raised
billions of dollars by appealing
to investors who are motivated
not only by financial returns
but also by emotional, cultural,
or religious connections.

One of the most successful
examples is Israel Bonds,
launched in 1951 to raise funds
from Jewish communities
around the world. The pro-
gramme has reportedly raised
more than $50 billion over the
years. Investors purchase gov-
ernment-backed bonds because
of their connection to Israel,
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while repayment is guaranteed
by the country’s sovereign fi-
nances. The programme has
maintained investor confi-
dence by consistently meeting
its repayment obligations.

Another model comes from
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the United States, where
churches have long raised capi-
tal through church bonds.
These bonds are generally used
to finance construction pro-
jects, schools, community cen-
tres, and expansion plans. Un-

Drone Stocks Are Soaring, But
Investors May Need To Stay Grounded

India’s drone industry is wit-
nessing a period of rapid
growth, attracting significant
investor attention as govern-
ment support, defence demand,
and technological innovation
fuel optimism about the sector’s
future. However, market experts
are increasingly warning that
investors may be getting ahead
of themselves as stock valua-
tions race far ahead of current
business fundamentals.

The excitement surrounding
drone companies has intensi-
fied in recent years, driven by
policy reforms, rising defence
spending, and growing commer-
cial applications across indus-
tries such as agriculture, logis-
tics, surveillance, infrastructure
monitoring, and disaster man-
agement. The government’s
Drone Rules 2021 and produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes have further acceler-
ated the growth of the
ecosystem.

India’s drone startup land-
scape has expanded rapidly. Ac-
cording to industry data, the
number of drone startups has
more than doubled over the past
three years, making India one
of the fastest-growing drone
markets globally. Investors view
the sector as a potential long-
term beneficiary of both domes-
tic demand and export
opportunities.

The optimism has also trans-
lated into strong market perfor-
mance for several listed drone-
related companies. Stocks
linked to drone manufacturing,
training, services, and defence
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applications have seen substan-
tial gains, particularly during
periods of heightened geopoliti-
cal tensions and increased mili-
tary spending expectations.

However, analysts caution
that the sector remains at an
early stage of development.
While growth prospects are sig-
nificant, many companies are
still building scale, investing
heavily in technology, and work-
ing toward sustainable profita-
bility. Revenue visibility, execu-
tion risks, and regulatory
uncertainties remain key
challenges.

One major concern is valua-
tion. Several drone-focused com-
panies are trading at premium
multiples despite relatively
modest earnings and limited op-
erating histories. Market ob-
servers note that investor en-
thusiasm is increasingly being
driven by future expectations
rather than current financial

performance. Similar patterns
have previously been seen in
emerging sectors such as fin-
tech, edtech, and electric mobil-
ity, where excessive optimism
sometimes resulted in sharp
corrections.

The industry itself undoubt-
edly offers substantial opportu-
nities. Drones are being de-
ployed for crop monitoring,
precision agriculture, infra-
structure inspections, mining
operations, security surveil-
lance, logistics, and defence ap-
plications. India’s ambition to
become a global drone manufac-
turing hub further strengthens
the long-term growth
narrative.

Yet experts argue that inves-
tors should distinguish between
the long-term potential of the
industry and the near-term per-
formance of individual compa-
nies. Not every participant in a
rapidly growing sector automat-

ically becomes a successful in-
vestment. Competitive pres-
sures, technological disruption,
funding requirements, and poli-
cy changes can significantly in-
fluence outcomes.

For investors, the key ques-
tion is not whether drones rep-
resent a promising industry—
they almost certainly do. The
more important question is
whether current stock prices al-
ready reflect years of future
growth. As excitement around
the sector continues to build,
analysts suggest maintaining a
balanced approach and focusing
on business fundamentals rath-
er than momentum-driven
optimism.

The drone industry may in-
deed be preparing for a major
take-off, but investors who chase
soaring valuations without as-
sessing risks could find that ex-
pectations have climbed faster

than reality.
( 1 ) ®

like sovereign-backed bonds,
repayments depend on church
revenues, donations, and oper-
ating cash flows. Although
some church bonds have expe-
rienced defaults, many have
remained successful due to

strong community support and
asset backing.

Experts believe Madhya
Pradesh’s proposal could fol-
low one of several paths. The
bonds may be backed directly
by state finances, linked to tem-
ple-generated revenues, or
structured around the broader
tourism economy created by
pilgrimage centres. Since de-
tailed bond documents have
not yet been released, investors
are waiting for clarity on re-
payment mechanisms, interest
rates, and risk factors.

The larger significance of
the proposal lies in its potential
to transform how religious in-
frastructure is financed in In-
dia. Major pilgrimage destina-
tions attract millions of
visitors annually and generate
significant economic activity

through tourism, hospitality,
retail, and transportation ser-
vices. If temple bonds are
structured effectively, they
could provide a sustainable
funding model for future reli-
gious and tourism projects
across the country.

However, analysts
caution that the success of
such instruments will depend
less on religious sentiment and
more on investor confidence.
As with any bond, buyers will
ultimately want clear answers
about repayment sources, fi-
nancial sustainability, and
long-term returns.

Faith may attract at-
tention, but credibility and
cash flow will determine
whether temple bonds become
a lasting asset class in India’s
financial markets.

Bharat Coking Coal Shares Sink Nearly 8%
After Sharp Drop in May Goal Production

Shares of Bharat Coking
Coal Limited (BCCL) came un-
der heavy selling pressure, fall-
ing nearly 8% after the compa-
ny reported a significant
decline in coal production for
May. Investors reacted nega-
tively to the weak operational
performance, raising concerns
about production trends and
near-term business
momentum.

According to the company’s
provisional operational data,
raw coal production dropped
25.5% year-on-year to 2.28 mil-
lion tonnes in May, compared to
3.06 million tonnes during the
same period last year. The
sharp fall in output triggered
concerns among market par-
ticipants, leading to a steep de-
cline in the stock price during
trading.

The weakness was visible
across both major production
categories. Coking coal output,
which forms the core of BCCL's
business, declined 25.8% t0 2.13
million tonnes. Non-coking
coal production also fell 21.9%
year-on-year to 0.15 million
tonnes, reflecting broad-based
pressure on overall mining
operations.

A closer look at the produc-
tion figures revealed challenges
across mining segments. Out-
put from opencast mines de-
clined 25.7% to 2.23 million
tonnes, while underground
mine production fell 18% to 0.05
million tonnes during the
month. These numbers suggest
that operational difficulties
were not limited to a single
mining category.

Another indicator that wor-

ried investors was the steep de-
cline in overburden removal, a
critical activity in mining op-
erations. During May, overbur-
den removal dropped 43% year-
on-year to 10.17 million cubic
metres. Analysts often view
this metric as an important sig-
nal because lower overburden
removal can affect future min-
ing capacity and production
efficiency.

The weakness was also re-
flected in cumulative perfor-
mance. During the April-May
period, raw coal production
stood at 4.27 million tonnes,
down 33.8% from 6.45 million
tonnes recorded during the cor-
responding period last year.
Meanwhile, raw coal offtake de-
clined 15.7% to 2.71 million
tonnes in May, indicating softer
dispatch activity as well.

The latest production set-
back comes at a time when in-
vestors are already monitoring
BCCL’s financial performance
closely. Earlier this year, the

company reported weaker
quarterly earnings, with de-
clining revenue and profitabil-
ity adding to concerns about
operational efficiency and
growth prospects.

Market experts note that coal
companies remain highly sen-
sitive to production volumes,
commodity cycles, and opera-
tional execution. Any pro-
longed weakness in output can
affect revenue generation, prof-
itability, and investor senti-
ment. At the same time, BCCL
continues to play a crucial role
in India’s steel sector as one of
the country’s largest producers
of coking coal.For investors,
the key focus going forward
will be whether the company
can stabilise production levels
and improve operational per-
formance in the coming
months. Until then, the sharp
fall in output has introduced
fresh uncertainty, resulting in a
cautious market response and a
significant decline in the stock.
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In a city known for its fast-
paced lifestyle and scorching
summer heat, an unusual auto-
rickshaw has become the latest
sensation on social media. A
woman recently spotted an air-
conditioned auto-rickshaw on
the streets of Gurgaon, and the
sight quickly captured the at-
tention of thousands online.

The viral video, shared on In-
stagram, shows a blue electric
auto-rickshaw equipped with a
fully functional air-condition-
ing unit. At a time when tem-
peratures across several parts
of India continue to soar, the

idea of enjoying a cool ride in
a vehicle traditionally associ-
ated with open-air travel struck
a chord with commuters and
social media users alike.

The clip immediately gained
traction, with many viewers
expressing surprise and admi-
ration for the innovative up-
grade. The video’s caption hu-
morously suggested that
Gurgaon was living in the fu-
ture, while several internet us-
ers agreed that the city seemed
years ahead when it came to
adapting to extreme weather
conditions.

For many Indians, travelling
in an auto-rickshaw during
peak summer hours can be an
uncomfortable experience due
to the intense heat. The intro-
duction of an AC-equipped
auto offers a glimpse into how
public transport could evolve
to provide greater comfort for
passengers. The vehicle fea-
tured in the video also carried
a green number plate, indicat-
ing that it is an electric vehicle,
which added another layer of
interest for viewers concerned
about sustainable
transportation.

911 Dispatcher Helps Woman Deliver Baby on Roadside,
Discovers Newhorn Shares Daughter’s Birthday

A routine shift turned into a
life-changing moment for an
Towa emergency dispatcher af-
ter she helped a woman give
birth on the side of a highway
and later discovered that the
newborn shared a birthday
with her own daughter.

Andrea Ring, a veteran 911
dispatcher with 26 years of ex-
perience, was recently recog-
nised for her remarkable role
in assisting a roadside child-
birth. The incident occurred
on March 5, just 23 minutes af-
ter Ring began her shift, when
she received an urgent call
from a man whose girlfriend
had gone into labour while
travelling along Highway 18
near Dickens, Iowa.

The couple realised they
would not be able to reach the
hospital in time and pulled
over on the roadside as the
woman’s contractions intensi-
fied. Faced with an emergency
situation, they dialled 911 seek-
ing immediate help.

Ring stayed on the phone
and calmly guided the couple
through every step of the deliv-
ery process. Drawing on her

years of experience handling
high-pressure emergency calls,
she provided clear instruc-
tions and reassurance while
helping them prepare for the
baby’s arrival.

Speaking later about the in-
cident, Ring said remaining
calm is one of the most impor-
tant parts of her job. She ex-
plained that after decades in
emergency dispatching, she
knew exactly what informa-
tion and guidance the couple
needed during those critical
moments.

Thanks to her assistance, the
woman safely delivered a
healthy baby boy named Park-
er Ray on the roadside before
emergency responders ar-
rived. Both the mother and
newborn were later transport-
ed safely to Spencer Hospital,
where medical staff confirmed
they were in good health.

What made the story even
more special was an unexpect-
ed coincidence. Ring later
learned that baby Parker was
born on the exact same day as
her own daughter’s birthday.
The discovery added an emo-

tional touch to an already
memorable event.

Dispatch Supervisor Mel Pe-
terson praised Ring’s actions,
noting that there are no formal
instructions specifically de-
signed for emergency child-
birth situations. He credited
Ring’s professionalism, quick
thinking, and personal experi-
ence as a mother of five for
helping ensure a successful
outcome.

In recognition of her efforts,
Ring was awarded a Stork Pin,
a special honour in emergency
medical services presented to
individuals who assist during
childbirth emergencies. She
said the award was meaningful
because it came from col-
leagues who understand the
challenges of the profession.

The heartwarming story has
attracted attention online,
with many people applauding
Ring’s calm response and dedi-
cation. For the grateful family;,
her voice on the other end of
the phone made all the differ-
ence during one of the most
important moments of their
lives.

OFF BEAT

Social media users flooded
the comments section with wit-
ty reactions. Some called the
vehicle the “future of public
transport,” while others joked
that India had already entered
the year 2050. A few users even
suggested that such air-condi-
tioned autos should be intro-
duced across the country to
make daily commuting more
pleasant during the summer
months.

Others speculated about the
purpose of the vehicle, with
some claiming it might be part
of a corporate employee trans-
portation service. Regardless
of its origin, the upgraded au-
to-rickshaw became a symbol
of innovation and practicality
in a season marked by relent-
less heat.

The viral post highlights
how simple yet effective modi-
fications can transform every-
day travel experiences. As In-
dian cities continue to grapple
with rising temperatures, crea-
tive solutions like air-condi-
tioned auto-rickshaws may be-
come increasingly popular.
Whether it remains a unique
Gurgaon attraction or inspires
a wider trend, the vehicle has
certainly succeeded in spark-
ing conversation and capturing
the imagination of internet us-
ers across the country.

Lakh Swiss Traic Fine Nearlya Vea; Later

A vacation in Switzerland
turned into an expensive sur-
prise for an Indian tourist after
she received a traffic violation
notice worth nearly 1.51lakh al-
most a year after returning
home. The unexpected fine has
sparked widespread discussion
online, with many travellers
sharing similar experiences of
receiving delayed traffic penal-
ties from European countries.

The woman, identified on so-
cial media platform X as Poan
Sapdi, revealed that the challan
arrived months after her trip,
leaving her stunned. In a post
that quickly went viral, she
asked whether anyone else had
faced a similar situation and
sought guidance on how to deal
with the hefty penalty.

“Has anyone here received a
traffic violation fine from Swit-
zerland months after returning
from a vacation?” she wrote. Ini-
tially, she believed the fine was
close to 1 lakh, but later clari-
fied that the total amount ex-
ceeded 1.5lakh.

Seeking advice from fellow
travellers, she said she wanted to
understand whether there was
any possibility of appealing the
penalty, reducing the amount, or
having part of it waived. The
post attracted significant atten-
tion, generating thousands of
reactions and comments from
people who had encountered
comparable situations abroad.
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Several users shared their
own stories of receiving traffic
fines from countries such as
Germany;, Italy, and Switzerland
long after their vacations had
ended. One traveller recalled re-
ceiving a speeding ticket from
Germany months after return-
ing home, while another said
they were still struggling to pay
an Italian traffic fine due to com-
plicated payment procedures.
Many commenters warned
that Switzerland enforces traffic
regulations very strictly and ad-
vised the tourist to settle the fine
promptly. Some pointed out that
unpaid penalties could accumu-
late additional charges and po-
tentially create complications
during future visits to Schengen
countries. Others suggested re-
viewing the official documents
carefully to determine whether

there were valid grounds to con-
test late fees or administrative
charges.

The tourist later clarified that
she intended to pay the fine but
was exploring the possibility of
challenging the delay in commu-
nication, as the notice arrived
nearly a year after the alleged
violation.

The incident has
served as a reminder for interna-
tional travellers to remain cau-
tious while driving abroad and
to familiarise themselves with
local traffic laws. It also high-
lights how advanced traffic mon-
itoring systems in many Euro-
pean countries can track
violations and issue penalties
long after a trip has ended, en-
suring that offenders are held
accountable regardless of where
they live.

Woman Praises New Zealand’s Work Culture,

A Colombian woman living
in New Zealand has gone viral
on social media after sharing
how the country’s work cul-
ture completely changed her
understanding of work-life
balance. Her observations
about shorter work hours,
clear boundaries, and a
healthier approach to profes-
sional life have sparked wide-
spread discussion online.

Dani Castillo, who has been
living in New Zealand for the
past three years, shared an In-
stagram video describing the
workplace habits that contin-
ue to surprise her even today.
Comparing her experiences
in New Zealand with her life
in Colombia, she said the dif-
ference in attitude toward
work was one of the biggest
cultural shifts she had
experienced.

According to Castillo, peo-
ple in Colombia often work

around 48 hours a week, and
employees who stay beyond
those hours are generally
viewed as hardworking and
dedicated. She explained that
work is frequently considered
the centre of life, with many
people feeling pressure to con-
stantly prove their commit-
ment through long working
hours.

However, her experience in
New Zealand was dramatical-
ly different.

Castillo said she was sur-
prised to see that once the
workday ends, employees gen-
uinely disconnect from work
and focus on their personal
lives. Instead of staying late at
the office or remaining avail-
able after hours, many people
spend time with family,
friends, or hobbies.

She noted that there is far
less pressure to impress em-
ployers by working overtime.

Says Work-Life Balance Feels “He

¥

In her view, the culture places
greater importance on pro-
ductivity and efficiency rath-
er than the number of hours
spent at a desk.

One aspect she particularly
appreciates is the ability to
completely switch off during
weekends. Castillo explained
that after completing her
standard 40-hour work week,
she closes her laptop knowing
she will not be disturbed by
work-related calls or messag-
es. She described this sense of
separation between work and
personal life as one of the
most refreshing parts of liv-
ing in New Zealand.

In the caption accompany-
ing her video, Castillo said
she was amazed by how seri-
ously people in the country
protect their time outside
work. She wrote that employ-
ees generally stop working at
the end of the day without

althy”
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feeling pressured to stay late
or compete with colleagues
over who works harder.

What impressed her most
was that productivity did not
seem to suffer despite the re-
duced emphasis on overtime.
According to Castillo, people
still complete their tasks ef-
fectively while maintaining a
balanced lifestyle.

The video quickly gained at-
tention online, with many us-
ers praising New Zealand’s
approach to work-life balance.
While some pointed out that
experiences can vary depend-
ing on profession and indus-
try, many agreed that creating
healthier boundaries between
work and personal life should
be a priority in modern
workplaces.

For Castillo, New Zealand’s
culture offers an important
reminder that work should
support life, not dominate it.

Jensen Huang’s Dance Performance at Nvidia Event in Taiwan Wins Internet’s Heart

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang has
once again captured the internet’s
attention, but this time it was not
for artificial intelligence, billion-
dollar investments, or ground-
breaking technology announce-
ments. Instead, the tech leader
went viral after videos showed
him dancing enthusiastically
with employees during a company
celebration event in Taipei,
Taiwan.

The widely shared clips were
recorded during Nvidia’s “Con-
stellation All-Employee Celebra-
tion,” an event organised for staff
members in Taipei. Huang,
known globally for leading one of
the world’s most influential tech-
nology companies, surprised
many by stepping onto the stage
and joining employees in a lively
dance performance.

The videos quickly spread
across social media platforms, in-

cluding Instagram and X, where
users praised the CEO’s relaxed
attitude and approachable person-
ality. Dressed casually and smil-
ing throughout the performance,
Huang appeared completely at
ease as he matched dance moves
with colleagues and interacted
with the cheering crowd.

Many internet users remarked
that it was refreshing to see the
head of a company valued in the
trillions sharing such an un-
scripted and fun moment with em-
ployees. Several comments high-
lighted how different the scene
looked compared to the formal
corporate image usually associ-
ated with top executives.

One social media user de-
scribed Huang’s dance as “relaxed
and natural,” while others called
him a “legendary CEO” who
knows how to connect with people
beyond the workplace. Some view-

ers joked that it was hard to be-
lieve the energetic performer on
stage was the same person who
regularly delivers presentations
about advanced Al chips and cut-
ting-edge computing technology.

Huang has built a reputation
for maintaining a close connec-
tion with Nvidia employees and
fans. Over the years, he has be-
come one of the most recognisa-
ble figures in the technology in-
dustry, often drawing crowds
wherever he travels. His popular-
ity is especially strong in Taiwan,
where he was born before later
moving to the United States.

The viral dance video comes
during a high-profile visit to Tai-
wan, where Huang has been at-
tending company events and mak-
ing major announcements related
to Nvidia’s future plans. Recent
appearances have attracted sig-
nificant public attention, reflect-

ing his growing celebrity status in
the global tech community.

While Nvidia continues to dom-
inate headlines for its leadership
in artificial intelligence and semi-
conductor technology, the latest
viral moment showcased a differ-
ent side of its CEO. Instead of dis-
cussing processors and Al models,
Huang’s carefree dance moves re-
minded many people that even
leaders of the world’s largest com-
panies can enjoy celebrating with
their teams.

The heartwarming clips have
generated millions of views on-
line, with users praising not only
Huang’s enthusiasm but also the
positive workplace culture the
event appeared to reflect. For
many viewers, the dance perfor-
mance offered a rare and enter-
taining glimpse into the human
side of one of technology’s most
influential figures.
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Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) continued their dream run
in the Indian Premier League by
winning their second consecutive
title, and once again, Virat Kohli
stood at the centre of the celebra-
tion. After guiding the team to vic-
tory in the IPL 2026 final against
Gujarat Titans, Kohli reflected on
the culture that has transformed
RCB from perennial underachiev-
ers into back-to-back champions.

RCB defeated Gujarat Titans by
five wickets in the final at the Nar-
endra Modi Stadium, successfully
defending the title they won in
2025. Kohli played a match-winning
knock of an unbeaten 75 runs and
fulfilled what he described as a
long-held dream by hitting the win-
ning runs himself.

Speaking after the vic-
tory, Kohli highlighted a key prin-
ciple that he believes sets the Ben-

galuru franchise apart from others.
“We don’t poke any team,” he said
while discussing the squad’s mind-
set. According to him, RCB focus
on respecting opponents rather
than engaging in unnecessary ri-
valries or verbal battles. He added
that the team’s experienced profes-
sionals understand how to stay
composed under pressure and con-
centrate solely on performance.
Kohli explained that
RCB’s primary objective through-
out the tournament was to finish at
the top of the points table. Once
they achieved that, the team con-
centrated only on playing good
cricket, regardless of the opposi-
tion standing in front of them. He
stressed that maturity, experience,
and mutual respect have become
defining features of the current
RCB setup.
The former captain also praised

the squad’s depth, noting that the
team is no longer dependent on one
or two individuals to deliver victo-
ries. One of the biggest positives
for him was that multiple players
stepped up during crucial mo-
ments across the season. Kohli
pointed out that several different
RCB players earned Player of the
Match awards, reflecting the bal-
anced nature of the squad.

He reserved special
praise for bowlers such as Josh Ha-
zlewood, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Ja-
cob Duffy, Krunal Pandya, and
Rasikh Salam Dar, crediting them
for providing consistency and con-
fidence throughout the campaign.
According to Kohli, having reliable
match-winners across depart-
ments allowed him to play with
greater freedom and reduced the
pressure that had often rested on
his shoulders in previous seasons.

Virat Kohli’s Reaction To Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s
Orange Cap Win Revealed By AB de Villiers

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s
dream IPL 2026 season end-
ed with yet another major
achievement as the teen-
age sensation finished as
the tournament’s highest
run-scorer and secured the
prestigious Orange Cap.
While cricket fans cele-
brated the remarkable rise
of the 15-year-old batter,
one reaction in particular
grabbed attention — Virat
Kohli’s response after see-
ing the youngster receive
the award.

The details were re-
vealed by former South Af-
rican star and Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru legend
AB de Villiers following
the IPL 2026 final. Accord-
ing to de Villiers, Kohli
was deeply impressed by
Sooryavanshi’s extraordi-
nary season and openly
praised the teenager’s
talent.

De Villiers disclosed that
Kohli described
Sooryavanshi as the best
T20 player in the world at
the moment and even
urged Indian cricket au-
thorities to seriously con-
sider him for national se-
lection. The comments
reflected the immense im-
pact the Rajasthan Royals
youngster made during his
breakthrough campaign.

Sooryavanshi finished

the season with a stagger-
ing 776 runs in 16 innings,
outperforming several es-
tablished international
stars, including Shubman
Gill, Sai Sudharsan, Virat
Kohli, and Heinrich Klaas-
en. His performances were
defined by fearless stroke
play, remarkable consist-
ency, and an astonishing
strike rate of 237.31, mak-
ing him one of the most ex-
plosive batters in IPL
history.

What made his achieve-
ment even more remarka-
ble was his age. At just 15
years old, Sooryavanshi
not only competed against
some of the biggest names
in world cricket but fin-
ished ahead of them in the
race for the Orange Cap.
Throughout the tourna-
ment, he repeatedly dis-
played maturity and confi-
dence beyond his years,
earning admiration from
players, experts, and fans
alike.

Following RCB’s title-
winning victory over Guja-
rat Titans in the final, Koh-
1li was also seen meeting
Sooryavanshi on the field.
The interaction between
the veteran superstar and
the young batting sensa-
tion quickly became one of
the most talked-about mo-
ments after the match.

Many fans viewed it as a
symbolic meeting between
one of Indian cricket’s
greatest modern icons and
a player widely considered
part of the sport’s future.

Kohli’s praise carries
significant weight given
his own legacy in the IPL.
The former RCB captain
remains one of the tourna-
ment’s greatest perform-
ers and is himself a multi-
ple Orange Cap winner.
His endorsement of
Sooryavanshi has only
strengthened growing
calls for the youngster to
be considered for higher
honours in Indian cricket.

Although selectors are
expected to manage the
teenager’s development
carefully, IPL 2026 has
firmly established Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi as one of the
brightest young talents in
world cricket. With en-
dorsements coming from
legends like Kohli and de
Villiers, expectations sur-
rounding his future con-
tinue to rise.

For now, Sooryavanshi’s
Orange Cap triumph
stands as one of the defin-
ing stories of the season,
and Kohli’s glowing reac-
tion has only added anoth-
er memorable chapter to
the teenager’s extraordi-
nary journey.

PLAY /ONE

Another interesting as-
pect of Kohli’s comments involved
the influence of younger cricket-
ers. While discussing his aggres-
sive approach in the final, where he
scored the fastest T20 half-century
of his career, he admitted that the
rise of fearless young players has
pushed senior cricketers to evolve.
He said modern T20 cricket de-
mands constant adaptation and a
willingness to take greater risks.

The victory marked an-
other milestone in Kohli’s remark-
able IPL journey. After waiting 18
years for his first title, he now has
two championships in consecutive
seasons. More importantly, the lat-
est triumph reinforced the belief
that RCB’s success is no longer
built around individual brilliance
alone but around a collective team
culture based on trust, discipline,
and respect.
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Virat Kohli Explains What Makes RCB Different After Historic Back- To-Back IPlTltIes

BCCI Secretary Hints At India Debut For Vaibhav
SooryavanshiAfter Sensational IPLRise

Teenage batting sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi may be
closer to an India debut than
many expected. Following his
remarkable performances in
IPL 2026, BCCI Secretary
Devajit Saikia has made a sig-
nificant statement that has
further intensified discus-
sions around the young crick-
eter’s future with the national
team.

Sooryavanshi emerged as
one of the biggest discoveries
of the IPL season with his
fearless batting and maturity
beyond his age. Representing
Rajasthan Royals, the young-
ster consistently impressed
cricket fans and experts alike
with his aggressive stroke
play, composure under pres-
sure, and ability to perform
against some of the world’s
top bowlers. His performanc-
es quickly turned him into
one of the most talked-about
names in Indian cricket.

Speaking about the teenag-
er’s rapid rise, BCCI Secre-
tary Devajit Saikia acknowl-

edged Sooryavanshi’s
immense talent and praised
his achievements during the
tournament. While stopping
short of making any official
announcement, Saikia sug-
gested that the youngster’s
progress is being closely mon-
itored and indicated that
strong performances at the
domestic and IPL levels natu-
rally place players in conten-
tion for national selection.
According to Saikia, the In-
dian team management and
selectors continue to focus on
players who consistently de-
liver results and demonstrate
the temperament required for
international cricket. His
comments were widely inter-
preted as a positive signal for
Sooryavanshi, whose name
has increasingly been men-
tioned in conversations about
India’s future batting lineup.
The young batter’s IPL cam-
paign attracted attention not
only because of the runs he
scored but also because of the
manner in which he scored
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them. Throughout the season,
Sooryavanshi displayed an at-
tacking approach, taking on
experienced international
bowlers without hesitation.
His confidence and shot selec-
tion drew comparisons with
some of India’s most success-
ful modern-day batters.

Cricket experts have repeat-
edly stressed that India’s se-
lection process remains high-
ly competitive, particularly
given the depth of talent
available across formats.
However, many believe
Sooryavanshi has already
shown enough potential to be
considered for future tours,
especially in white-ball crick-
et. His performances have
strengthened the argument
that exceptional young talents
should be fast-tracked when
they consistently prove them-
selves against high-quality
opposition.

Despite the growing
hype, Sooryavanshi himself
hasremained grounded. In re-
cent interactions, he stated

that his primary focus re-
mains on improving his game
and continuing to perform
whenever given opportuni-
ties. He has repeatedly em-
phasised that representing
India is a dream, but he pre-
fers to concentrate on the pro-
cess rather than becoming
distracted by speculation
about national selection.

Saikia’s latest re-
marks have only increased an-
ticipation surrounding the
teenager’s future. While there
is no official timeline for his
international debut, the mes-
sage from the BCCI appears
clear: outstanding perfor-
mances will not go unnoticed.
If Sooryavanshi continues his
current trajectory, an India
call-up may be a matter of
when, not if.

For now, Indian
cricket fans will be watching
closely as one of the country’s
brightest young prospects at-
tempts to turn a breakthrough
IPL season into the next ma-
jor chapter of his career.

Virat Kohli’s Trophy-Hunting Mindset Sets Hlm Apart As Rohit Sharma Falls Behind In IPL Legacy Dehate

Virat Kohli’s long wait for IPL
glory once defined much of the con-
versation around his career. De-
spite being one of the league’s
greatest performers, the absence of
a title often became the biggest ar-
gument used against him in com-
parisons with other cricketing leg-
ends. But after leading Royal
Challengers Bengaluru to back-to-
back IPL titles, that narrative has
changed dramatically.

RCB’s latest championship tri-
umph has not only strengthened
Kohli’s legacy but also reignited
comparisons between him and
Mumbai Indians star Rohit Shar-
ma. For years, Rohit held a signifi-
cant advantage in IPL discussions
because of his success as a captain
and multiple title victories with
Mumbai Indians. While Kohli accu-
mulated runs and records, Rohit’s
trophy cabinet often gave him the
upper hand in debates surrounding
IPL greatness.

However, the balance has started
to shift.

Kohli’s performances during

RCB’s title-winning campaigns
have reinforced his reputation as a
player who continues to evolve and
chase success relentlessly. Rather
than becoming satisfied after final-
ly winning the IPL trophy, he has
remained driven to add more silver-
ware to his career. That hunger has
become one of the defining features
of his cricketing journey.

The latest season showcased that
mentality once again. Kohli played
amajor role in RCB’s successful ti-
tle defence, delivering crucial runs
throughout the tournament and
stepping up in important matches.
His consistency, fitness, and com-
petitive spirit remained central to
the team’s success.

What stands out is Kohli’s ability
to maintain elite performance
standards even after more than a
decade at the highest level. While
many players begin slowing down
during the later stages of their ca-
reers, Kohli continues to adapt his
game and find new ways to domi-
nate. His aggressive approach, com-
bined with experience, has allowed

him to remain one of the most
feared batters in franchise cricket.

The discussion around Rohit
Sharma has become more compli-
cated in comparison. Although Ro-
hit remains one of the most suc-
cessful captains in IPL history and
amodern-day great, his recent sea-
sons have not had the same impact
as Kohli’s. Questions about consist-
ency and influence have increas-
ingly entered the conversation, es-
pecially as younger stars continue
to emerge across the league.

Kohli’s renewed success has also
changed perceptions about leader-
ship and legacy. Earlier criticism
focused heavily on his inability to
secure an IPL trophy despite years
of excellence. With consecutive
championships now attached to his
name, many of those arguments
have lost their strength.

Another important factor is Koh-
1i’s continued hunger for achieve-
ments. His emotional celebrations
after winning titles suggest that
success has not reduced his motiva-
tion. Instead, it appears to have

strengthened his desire to keep
building a legacy that extends be-
yond records and statistics.

The IPL has always been a tour-
nament where trophies carry enor-
mous weight in shaping reputa-
tions. For years, that reality worked
in Rohit Sharma’s favour. Now, with
RCB emerging as a dominant force
and Kohli collecting titles alongside
records, the conversation has be-
come far more balanced.

Whether one values Rohit’s cap-
taincy achievements or Kohli’s un-
matched consistency, the debate
remains subjective. But one thing is
increasingly clear: Kohli’s relent-
less pursuit of trophies has trans-
formed his IPL story. What was
once considered the biggest gap in
his legacy has now become one of
its strongest pillars.

As RCB celebrate another cham-
pionship and Kohli continues add-
ing new milestones to his career,
his trophy-hunting mentality is en-
suring that his place among the
IPL’s greatest icons remains strong-
er than ever.




POl

m HYDERABAD, SATURDAY, MAY, 30.05.2026

SCREEN

V000

www.truepointnews.com

Ram Charan Turns Vijayawada Event Into Emotional Gelebration for Peddi Pre Release

Ram Charan turned
the pre-release event
of his upcoming rural
sports drama Peddi
into an emotional
spectacle in Vijayawa-
da on Monday, with the
star declaring that the
gathering felt more
like a post-release suc-
cess meet than a pro-
motional function.

The grand event wit-
nessed a massive turn-
out of fans who gath-
ered under intense
heat to catch a glimpse
of the Global Star. The
programme was at-
tended by AP Cinema-
tography Minister
Kandula Durgesh and
Vijayawada MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath (Chin-
ni) as chief guests,
adding political prom-
inence to the cinemat-
ic celebration.

Expressing heartfelt
gratitude, Ram

Charan said Vijayawa-
da has always been a
“lucky city” for his
family. He recalled
that several blockbust-
er celebrations of his
father Chiranjeevi
were held in the city.
“We came here to car-
ry that sentiment for-
ward,” he said, receiv-
ing loud cheers from
the crowd.

Speaking about Ped-
di, Charan described
the film as a landmark
in his career. He cred-
ited director Buchi
Babu Sana and
thanked filmmaker
Sukumar for introduc-
ing the project. Calling
it a “once-in-a-decade
story,” he said the film
will remain a perma-
nent asset in his film
journey.

He explained that
Peddi revolves around
the emotional rise of a

fallen man who strug-
gles to reclaim dignity
and strength. Compar-
ing his excitement for
the project to his ear-
lier films, he said only
titles like Magad-
heera, Rangasthalam
and RRR had given
him similar anticipa-
tion for daily shoots.
Ram Charan also
praised actress Janhvi
Kapoor, describing her
performance and pres-
ence as luminous. He
said veteran actress
Sridevi would be
proud of her daugh-
ter’s growth and ex-
pressed hope that Jan-
hvi would surpass her
legacy in the future.
In an emotional mo-
ment, the actor reaf-
firmed his commit-
ment to audiences,
stating that cinema is
his life and he would
continue to entertain

fans till his last breath.

Director Buchi Babu
Sana, in his speech,
called Peddi a deeply
emotional sports dra-
ma rather than a rou-
tine commercial film.
He revealed that the
final 40 minutes of the
film’s second half car-
ry powerful emotional
weight and feature a
performance from
Ram Charan that
would move audiences
to tears. “If I have to
define this film in ten
years, I will say only
one thing: Ram
Charan,” he said.

The film features
music composed by A.
R. Rahman and is pro-
duced by Satish Kila-
ru. Peddi is scheduled
for theatrical release
on June 4, with expec-
tations running high
following the energet-
ic Vijayawada event.

Prabhas Heads To Iconic 45-Year-0ld

Hyderabad Theatre For Key“Spirit’ Shoot

Prabhas has officially re-
sumed work on Spirit, one of
the most anticipated pan-In-
dian films currently in pro-
duction, and the latest shoot-
ing update has created major
excitement among fans. Ac-
cording to recent reports, a
crucial schedule of the film
is being shot at Hyderabad’s
historic Vimal Theatre, a
single-screen cinema that
has been entertaining audi-
ences for over 45 years.

Directed by Animal film-
maker Sandeep Reddy Van-
ga, Spirit is an intense ac-
tion drama that marks the
first collaboration between
the director and Prabhas.
The film has already gener-
ated enormous buzz because
it is expected to present the
star in a powerful and rug-
ged police officer role, a
character that fans are eager
to see on the big screen.

The latest update confirms
that filming is taking place
at the iconic Vimal Theatre
in Hyderabad, a venue that
holds nostalgic value for
many movie lovers. The the-

atre has long been regarded
as one of the city’s most pop-
ular single-screen cinemas,
making it a unique location
choice for the production
team. Reports suggest that
the current schedule could
continue for nearly two days,
with Prabhas actively par-
ticipating in the shoot.

As news of the shoot
spread, large numbers of
fans reportedly gathered
outside the theatre hoping to
catch a glimpse of the actor.
The production team is said
to have made special ar-
rangements to manage the
crowd and ensure that film-
ing proceeds smoothly. The
excitement surrounding the
schedule highlights the im-
mense popularity Prabhas
continues to enjoy among
audiences.

Spirit stars Bolly-
wood actress Triptii Dimri
as the female lead. The film
also features Vivek Oberoi,
who is making his Telugu
cinema debut as the primary
antagonist. Veteran actress
Kanchana and Aishwarya

Desai are also expected to
play important roles in the
project.

The Hyderabad
schedule comes shortly after
reports that the production
had been filming scenes in
locations such as Aziz Nagar
and Women’s College in
Koti. With shooting pro-
gressing steadily, the makers
appear to be moving forward
with an extensive produc-
tion plan designed on a
grand scale. Produced
jointly by T-Series and Bhad-
rakali Pictures, Spirit fea-
tures music by Harshavard-
han Rameshwar. The film is
planned as a multilingual
release and will arrive in
Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, Malay-
alam, and Kannada, along
with international versions
in several foreign languages.
The makers have officially
locked March 5, 2027, as the
worldwide theatrical release
date.With Prabhas return-
ing to the sets and filming
now underway at one of Hy-
derabad’s most iconic thea-
tres, anticipation for Spirit

RaviTeja’s ‘Irumudi’ First Glimpse To
Arrive Soon, Release Date Announced

Mass Maharaja Ravi Teja’s
upcoming film Irumudi is
steadily building strong buzz
among fans, and the makers
have now unveiled an exciting
update regarding the movie’s
promotional campaign. The
team has officially announced
the release date for the film’s
first glimpse, raising expecta-
tions around one of the most
anticipated Telugu projects
currently in production.

Directed by Shiva Nirvana,
Irumudi marks the first collab-
oration between the filmmaker
and Ravi Teja. Ever since the
project was announced, the
film has generated curiosity
because it promises to present
the actor in a completely differ-
ent avatar from his recent com-
mercial entertainers. The mov-
ie is expected to blend
emotional storytelling with de-
votional elements, making it
one of the most unique projects
in Ravi Teja’s career.

The makers revealed that the
first glimpse of Irumudi will be
released soon, giving audienc-
es their first substantial look at
the film’s world and Ravi Teja’s
character. The announcement
has already sparked excite-
ment on social media, where
fans have been eagerly waiting
for updates from the project.
The glimpse is expected to offer
a clearer picture of the film’s
tone, visual style, and emotion-
al core.Earlier, the film’s title
and first-look poster created
significant attention. The post-

er showcased Ravi Teja in the
role of an Ayyappa Swamy dev-
otee, carrying the sacred Iru-
mudi, a symbol associated with
the pilgrimage to Sabarimala.
The striking image suggested
that the film would feature
strong spiritual and emotional
themes while retaining the
mass appeal associated with
the actor. Reports indi-
cate that Irumudi revolves
around a heartfelt father-
daughter relationship, with de-
votional elements woven into
the narrative. Director Shiva
Nirvana, known for emotional
dramas such as Majili, is ex-
pected to bring his signature
storytelling style to the project.
Industry observers believe the
film could offer Ravi Teja an
opportunity to showcase a
more mature and emotionally

driven performance.Priya
Bhavani Shankar plays the fe-
male lead in the movie, while
music is being composed by G.
V. Prakash Kumar. The film is
being produced by Mythri Mov-
ie Makers, one of the leading
production houses in Telugu
cinema.

With shooting progressing
steadily and promotional ac-
tivities beginning to gather mo-
mentum, the makers are re-
portedly targeting a theatrical
release later this year. Fans are
hoping that Irumudi will mark
amajor comeback for Ravi Teja
and deliver both emotional
depth and commercial success.
The upcoming first glimpse is
expected to play a crucial role
in building anticipation and
setting the stage for the film’s
eventual release.

continues to grow. Fans are
eagerly waiting for more up-
dates, including the first
teaser and a closer look at
Prabhas’ much-talked-about
character in the action-
packed entertainer.

Gopichand’s 34th Film Officially
Goes On Floors, Shooting Begins

Macho Star Gopichand is
continuing his busy schedule
with back-to-back projects.
While he is already occupied
with the ambitious period ac-
tion drama Bharata Varsha:
Saga of Shula, the actor has
now officially started work on
another exciting venture, ten-
tatively titled Gopichand 34.
The latest update from the
makers confirms that the film
has officially commenced
shooting, creating fresh excite-
ment among fans.

The project marks the 34th
film in Gopichand’s career and
carries added significance be-
cause it introduces popular
stunt choreographer V. Venkat
as a director. Known for design-
ing action sequences for sever-
al successful Telugu films, Ven-
kat is now stepping into
direction for the first time with
what is being described as a
high-scale action entertainer.

The film was formally
launched in Hyderabad in ear-
ly May with a traditional pooja
ceremony attended by several
notable personalities from the
Telugu film industry. After
completing pre-production
work, the makers have now
moved into the regular shoot-

Sobhita Dhulipala Excited About Upcoming
Big- Budget Film, Calls It “Incredible”

Actress Sobhita Dhulipala
has raised excitement among
fans after opening up about one
of her upcoming projects, de-
scribing it as an “incredible
film” and hinting that audienc-
es will get to see her in a com-
pletely new avatar. The actress,
known for choosing unconven-
tional and performance-driven
roles, is currently working on
filmmaker Pa Ranjith’s much-
awaited project Vettuvam,
which she believes could be-
come a major milestone in her
career.

In a recent interaction, Sob-
hita expressed immense confi-
dence in the film and revealed
that it is unlike anything she
has done before. She stated that
she considers it her best perfor-
mance to date and said she is
extremely eager for audiences
to watch the movie. Her com-
ments have quickly generated
buzz across social media plat-
forms, with fans curious about
the role she will be playing in
the ambitious venture.

According to reports, Vettu-
vam is being directed by ac-
claimed filmmaker Pa Ranjith
and is described as an apocalyp-
tic science-fiction drama. The
project reportedly spans multi-
ple timelines and blends action,
emotion, and large-scale story-
telling elements. Sobhita hinted
that the film will feature a “cra-
zy avatar,” suggesting that view-
ers can expect a dramatic trans-
formation in her character.

The actress recently received
additional attention when the

ing phase, indicating that the
project is progressing accord-
ing to schedule.

Actress Anarkali Nazar has
been cast as the female lead op-
posite Gopichand. The pairing
has already generated curiosi-
ty among movie enthusiasts, as
it marks a fresh on-screen com-
bination. While the makers
have not yet revealed detailed
story information, reports sug-
gest that the film will feature
strong action elements blended
with commercial entertain-
ment.The project is being pro-
duced by 70MM Entertain-
ments, with Vijay Chilla and
Shashi Devireddy backing the
film. The producers are report-

makers unveiled her first-look
poster from the film as a special
birthday surprise. The poster
immediately sparked curiosity
among movie enthusiasts and
added to the growing anticipa-
tion surrounding the project.
While the filmmakers have cho-
sen to keep most plot details un-
der wraps, the visual glimpse
suggested a bold and intriguing
character arc for Sobhita.

Over the years, Sobhita has
built a reputation for taking on
diverse roles across Telugu, Ta-
mil, Hindi, and international
projects. From her acclaimed
performances in Made in
Heaven and The Night Man-
ager to her recent Telugu
thriller Cheekatilo, she has
consistently explored ..
characters that
challenge con-
ventional sto- =
rytelling .5“ 3
norms. \

Industry ob-

edly mounting
the movie on a
grand scale
with high pro- %
duction values.
Earlier announce- %
ment posters hint-
ed at an intense and .
visually rich action- .
driven world, spark- -
ing speculation .~
about the film’s sto- | -
ryline and genre. e

The technical
crew includes sev- ., | °
eral experienced « . .
names from the in- % =
dustry. Acclaimed 3,
composer Sam C. S. i«
is handling the mu- *
sic, while National 4 .
Award-winning edi- (%
tor Sreekar Prasad
has come on board
for editing responsi-
bilities. Cinematog-
raphy is being han-
dled by Shamdat,
whose visual style is
expected to add scale
and depth to the film.
Production design du-
ties are entrusted to ]
the renowned duo .
Ramakrishna and
Monika.

servers believe Vettuvam could
mark another significant turn-
ing point in her career, particu-
larly because of Pa Ranjith’s
reputation for delivering visu-
ally striking and socially lay-
ered films. The combination of
Ranjith’s filmmaking style and
Sobhita’s performance-oriented
approach has already generated
strong expectations among cin-
ema lovers.

Fans have also reacted posi-
tively to Sobhita’s confidence in
the project, viewing her com-
ments as a sign that the film
may offer something unique
and ambitious. While the mak-
ers are yet to reveal a teaser or
release date, the actress’s en-
thusiastic remarks have suc-
cessfully increased curiosity
around the film.

As anticipation continues to
build, audiences are now eager-
ly waiting for more updates on
Vettuvam. If Sobhita’s descrip-
tion is any indication, the film

could showcase a com-
pletely different side
of the actress and
become one of
the most
talked-about
projects in
h e r
filmogra-

phy.
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