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BUZZ POINTS

 Vanishing Mangroves,  
Expanding Encroachments  

K Kalyan Krishna Kumar

Vijayawada: Serious allega-
tions of  large-scale environ-
mental destruction and land 
encroachment have emerged 
from Pedapatnam Gram Pan-
chayat in Bandaru Rural Man-
dal, where nearly 40 acres of  
coastal land are reportedly un-
der illegal occupation. The 
controversy has drawn atten-
tion due to the alleged involve-
ment of  Angara Ranganath, 
Director of  the State Finance 
Corporation and a noted law-
yer. The issue has raised con-
cerns over the rapid depletion 
of  mangrove forests, shrinking 
coastal buffers, and violations 
of  Supreme Court guidelines 
and Coastal Regulation Zone 
(CRZ-I) norms. However, An-
gara Ranganath has strongly 
denied all allegations, terming 
them baseless.

The disputed lands fall un-
der survey numbers 181, 182/1, 
182/2, 155/A, and 155/B, com-
prising Panchayat, assigned, 
wasteland, and forest catego-
ries. According to the com-
plaint submitted to the district 
collector, mangrove forests—
natural barriers protecting 
coastal areas from tidal surg-
es—have been cleared and 
ponds excavated for commer-

cial use. It is further alleged 
that the accused claimed own-
ership of  the entire land parcel 
despite legally holding only 16 
cents.

These developments have 
alarmed residents of  nearby 
coastal villages, who fear in-
creased vulnerability to envi-
ronmental hazards. Mangrove 
destruction and unregulated 
land alterations pose serious 
ecological risks, especially in 
CRZ-I zones where no con-

struction or activity is permit-
ted within 500 meters of  the 
sea.Supreme Court guidelines 
and CRZ norms strictly pro-
hibit encroachments, deforest-
ation, and activities harmful to 
marine ecosystems. Despite 
this, the situation in Pedapat-
nam suggests blatant viola-
tions. Reportedly, Ranganath 
from Bantumilli, undertook 
these activities in open disre-
g a rd  o f  e nv i ro n m e n t a l 
regulations.

A formal complaint was sub-
mitted to District Collector DK 
Balaji by G.V. Ramana, a law-
yer from Machilipatnam. The 
petition names Angara Ranga-
nath, Angara Rammohan Rao, 
Angara Venkata Naveena, An-
gara Ramadevi, Angara Rajini, 
and Angara Arun Kumar, ac-
cusing them of  encroaching on 
land, destroying mangroves, 
and excavating ponds with al-
leged support
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Amaravati, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu has directed offi-
cials to organize Yogan-
dhra-2026 in a grand and 
prestigious manner across the 
state, with a target of  involving 
one crore participants. He re-
viewed the preparations for In-
ternational Yoga Day celebra-
tions on June 21 during a 
meeting with ministers and of-
ficials, where a detailed road-
map for the programme was 
presented.

As part of  Yogandhra-2026, a 
14-day statewide yoga cam-
paign will be conducted from 
June 7. A major state-level 
event with 25,000 participants 
will be held in Amaravati, 
where Chandrababu Naidu 
will take part. The main pro-
gramme on June 21 will be or-
ganized on the Krishna River 
bridge in the Amaravati capi-
tal region, developed under the 
West Bypass Road project.

Simultaneously, district-lev-
el events with 1,000 partici-
pants each will be conducted at 
district headquarters, attended 
by ministers and senior offi-
cials. The Chief  Minister in-
structed that Yogandhra activi-
ties be implemented across all 
departments and administra-

tive levels.
To strengthen the initiative, 

the state plans to train one 
lakh additional yoga trainers, 
adding to the existing 1.5 lakh 
trainers. The campaign will 
follow a “One District, One 
Theme” concept, with Rs 25 
lakh allocated per district.

The programme will be coor-
dinated by multiple depart-
ments, including Health, Hu-
man Resources, Municipal 
Administration, Panchayat 
Raj, Endowments, and IT. Spe-
cial yoga sessions will be held 
at 56 tourist destinations, with 
events involving 500 partici-
pants organized daily in select-
ed districts.

Yoga sessions will also be 
conducted in parks, education-
al institutions, government of-
fices, Swarna Ward offices, and 
Swar na Gramam of fices. 
Awards will be presented at 
various levels to encourage 
participation.

State Government Yoga and 
Naturopathy Advisor Manthe-
na Satyanarayana Raju un-
veiled the promotional initia-
tive and informed that yoga 
videos and training modules 
would be widely circulated 
through media and digital plat-
for ms to enhance public 
awareness.

Amaravati, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Chief  Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu has directed officials 
to prepare a comprehensive ur-
ban mobility plan for Amara-
vati, aligning with the vision 
of  developing it as a futuristic 
and world-class capital city. 
The directions were issued 
during the 61st meeting of  the 
Capital Region Development 
Authority (CRDA), held at the 
Camp Of f ice  under  his 
chairmanship.

During the meeting, the 
CRDA Authority discussed and 
approved 18 agenda items, fo-
cusing on infrastructure, gov-
ernance, and economic devel-
opment. A major highlight was 
the approval of  infrastructure 
works worth ₹547.07 crores for 
the High Court complex, aimed 
at strengthening essential fa-
cilities in the capital region.

In a move to boost tourism, 
the Authority cleared the pro-

posal for constructing a Giant 
Observation Wheel under a 
Public-Private Partnership 
model using the Design-Build-
Operate-Transfer framework. 
It also approved the establish-
ment of  amenities such as 
ATMs and kiosks in Land Pool-
ing Scheme layouts with street-

facing access.
The Authority gave the green 

signal for setting up a City Gas 
Distribution Network through 
PPP or joint venture mode. Ad-
ditionally, under the Negotia-
ble Settlement Policy, approval 
was granted to allocate up to 5 
cents of  land within Grama-

kantham areas to owners of  
p l o t s  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r 
development.

To address urban disputes, 
the Authority approved the es-
tablishment of  a Building Tri-
bunal and directed the setting 
up of  a Mediation Center for 
amicable resolution of  issues. 
A dedicated Fire Wing with an 
independent Fire Control Sys-
tem will also be established in 
Amaravati, enabling the issu-
ance of  No Objection Certifi-
cates within the capital 
region.

On sustainable infrastruc-
ture, the Authority approved 
the cancellation of  the existing 
agreement with Tabreed for a 
District Cooling System and 
authorized fresh tenders. The 
Chief  Minister also directed 
the implementation of  a cen-
tralized cooling system to sup-
ply chilled air to buildings 
through pipelines.

 Minnesota, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Young talents of  Telugu ori-
gin continue to make their 
mark on the global stage, with 
Ananya Goli earning a prestig-
ious recognition at the 2026 
Minnesota Aspirations in 
Computing Awards. She re-
ceived the “State Honourable 
Mention,” an honuor present-
ed to students in the United 
States who demonstrate excep-
tional promise in computer sci-
ence and technology.

The competition is jointly or-
ganized by the Minnesota 
Technology Foundation and 
the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology. 
Ananya, a sophomore at Eden 
Prairie High School, was se-
lected among a limited group 
of  high-achieving students 
across the state, bringing pride 
t o  t h e  g l o b a l  T e l u g u 
community.

Beyond her academic excel-
lence, Ananya Goli has actively 
contributed to promoting in-

clusivity in the technology sec-
tor. At her school, she co-found-
ed a Technovation chapter 
aimed at encouraging young 
women to explore careers in 
technology. Through this ini-
tiative, she has been mentoring 
fellow students, fostering inno-
vation, and supporting the de-
velopment of  digital solutions 
among girls.

Her achievements extend be-
yond academics into profes-
sional exposure. During the 
previous summer, she secured 
three prestigious job shadow-
ing opportunities, enabling her 
to gain insights into the corpo-
rate technology environment. 
In addition, she has been se-
lected to work under the guid-
ance of  a professional mentor 
from the IT industry, further 
strengthening her technical 
and leadership skills.

Ananya has also participat-
ed in several prominent tech-
nology conferences across the 
United States, where she inter-
acted with global experts and 
expanded her knowledge and 

professional network.
Alongside Ananya, several 

other students from Eden Prai-
rie High School were recog-
nized. Thrayi Kopparapu re-
ceived the State Winner award, 
while Himaja Guntur and Sar-
ayu Kacham also earned State 
Honorable Mention distinc-
tions. Cecilia Rathemo, Aisha 
Alam, Brooke-Lynn Byfield, 
and Shagun Srivastava were 
among the other  award 
recipients.

Jessica Brent, Computer Sci-
ence teacher at Eden Prairie 
High School, praised Ananya’s 
accomplishment, noting that 
the award recognizes not only 
academic performance but 
also passion for technology, 
leadership, and commitment to 
community development.

As the world advances deep-
er into the era of  artificial in-
telligence, Ananya Goli’s jour-
ney stands as an inspiring 
example of  how young minds 
can use technology as a tool for 
innovation and societal 
progress.

New Delhi/Visakhapat-
nam, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

In a significant milestone for 
skill development in India, the 
National Steering Committee 
has approved the first-ever 
Strategic Investment Plan un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Skill-
ing and Employability Trans-
formation through Upgraded 
ITIs (PM-SETU) scheme. The 
proposal, submitted by Arce-
lorMittal Nippon Steel India in 
partnership with New Age 
Makers Institute of  Technolo-
gy, focuses on the Visakhapat-
nam ITI Cluster in Andhra 
Pradesh, making the State the 
first in the country to opera-
tionalize an industry-led part-
nership under the ambitious 
programme.

The approval was granted 
during the third National 
Steering Committee meeting 
held at Kaushal Bhawan in 
New Delhi under the aegis of  
the Ministry of  Skill Develop-

ment and Entrepreneurship. 
The meeting was chaired by 
Debashree Mukherjee, Secre-
tary, Ministry of  Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship, 
and attended by Dilip Kumar, 
Director General, Directorate 
General of  Training, along 
with senior representatives 
from key national institutions 
and ministries.

Participants included mem-
bers from the Capacity Build-
ing Commission, National 
Council for Vocational Educa-
tion and Training, Ministry of  
Commerce and Industry, Min-
istry of  Heavy Industries, and 

Ministry of  Labour and Em-
ployment. Industry leaders 
from Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited, Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj 
Auto, ITC Limited, and Arce-
lorMittal Nippon Steel India, 
along with representatives 
from New Age Makers Insti-
tute of  Technology, Asian De-
velopment Bank, and World 
Bank, were also present.

The approval marks the on-
boarding of  ArcelorMittal Nip-
pon Steel India as the Anchor 
Industry Partner for the Vi-
sakhapatnam cluster, a key 
step in implementing the 
Hub-and-Spoke

Telugu-Origin Student Ananya Goli Earns State Honourable Mention at Minnesota Computing Awards

Yogandhra-2026 to Be Held 
on Grand Scale with One 

Crore Participation Target

Amaravati Set for Major Leap with Mobility
Plan and ₹547 Crore Infrastructure Boost

ArcelorMittal Plan Gets First PM-SETU 
Approval for Vizag ITI Cluster
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Amaravati Set for Major Leap with Mobility
Plan and ₹547 Crore Infrastructure Boost
continued

Further, the Authority ap-
proved the preparation of  a Re-
quest for Proposal for the Am-
aravati Economic Region, 
spanning nine districts from 
Eluru to Prakasam, aiming to 
create a robust economic eco-
system. The CM emphasized 
integrated township develop-
ment with work-from-home fa-

cilities, hospital accommoda-
tions for patient attendants, 
and expedited construction of  
h o t e l s  a n d  c o nve n t i o n 
centers.

The meeting was attended by 
Municipal Administration 
Minister P. Narayana, Chief  
Secretary G. Sai Prasad, Prin-
cipal Secretary S Suresh Ku-
mar, and officials from ADC 
and CRDA.

ArcelorMittal Plan Gets First PM-SETU 
Approval for Vizag ITI Cluster

continued
model envisioned under PM-

SETU. The initiative aims to 
transform government Indus-
trial Training Institutes into 
industry-managed, outcome-
driven institutions aligned 
with evolving workforce needs.

With an outlay of  ₹60,000 
crore, PM-SETU seeks to up-
grade 1,000 ITIs across India, 

emphasizing modern infra
structure, industry collabo-

ration, and employability. 
Andhra Pradesh’s early suc-
cess is expected to serve as a 
model for other States, as the 
scheme moves towards large-
scale implementation, contrib-
uting to the vision of  a skilled 
and future-ready workforce un-
der Viksit Bharat 2047.

Ravi Podili
A case has been registered 

against Jakkampudi Raja, 
State President of  the YSRCP 
Youth Wing and former MLA, 
following his controversial re-
marks against the police. His 
statements targeting Kurnool 
Three Town Circle Inspector 
Seshayya have led to legal ac-
tion under the SC/ST Preven-
tion of  Atrocities Act. The po-
lice initiated the case after the 
SC Commission took serious 
cognizance of  videos of  his 
speech that went viral on so-
cial media.

The incident dates back to 
the 14th of  this month, when 
YSRCP leaders staged a protest 
at the Kurnool Collectorate, al-
leging police harassment of  
Balu, YSRCP Youth Wing’s 
Kurnool City President. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Jak-
kampudi Raja strongly criti-
cized the police, accusing them 
of  acting as agents of  the TDP 
despite wearing khaki uni-
forms. He warned that if  the 
police supported what he 
termed the “Red Book Consti-
tution” of  the coalition govern-
ment, they would face conse-
quences. During his speech, he 
specifically targeted CI Sesh-
ayya, alleging his involvement 

in land disputes and illegal 
Matka activities.

Jakkampudi Raja further es-
calated his remarks by issuing 
personal threats and making 
abusive comments against CI 
Seshayya. He claimed that 
once the YCP returns to power, 
Seshayya would be humiliated 
and reduced to minor duties. 
He also alleged that Seshayya 
had attempted to enter politics 
using illegal wealth and sought 
a Badvel Assembly ticket be-
fore the 2024 elections, claims 
that were accompanied by of-
fensive language.

The remarks, perceived as 

casteist and intimidating 
against a Dalit officer on duty, 
drew the attention of  SC Com-
mission Chairman K.S. Jawa-
har. Taking serious note of  the 
viral videos, he directed the 
police to initiate immediate ac-
tion.Following these instruc-
tions, police registered a case 
against Jakkampudi Raja un-
der Section 351(2) of  the BNS 
along with provisions of  the 
SC/ST Prevention of  Atroci-
ties Act. The incident has 
sparked widespread criticism 
over the conduct of  YSRCP 
leaders toward government 
officials.

Case Filed Against Jakkampudi 
Raja Over Remarks on Police

Vijayawada, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The Department of  School 
Education has strongly refuted 
allegations published in sec-
tions of  the media regarding 
the Mega DSC-2025 recruit-
ment process, asserting that 
the entire exercise was con-
ducted with utmost transpar-
ency and efficiency.

Addressing a media confer-
ence, Kona Sasidhar, Secretary, 
School Education Department, 
provided detailed clarifica-
tions and presented a compre-
hensive overview of  the re-
cruitment process. He stated 
that Mega DSC-2025 was com-
pleted in a record 148 days and 
involved multiple safeguards 
to ensure fairness at every 
stage.

Kona Sasidhar emphasized 
that candidates secured their 
positions purely based on mer-
it and hard work. He noted that 
after 2018, the DSC notification 
was issued again only in 2025, 
and the process faced as many 
as 241 court cases attempting 
to halt it. However, courts ulti-
mately granted clearance, en-
dorsing the department’s 
approach.

The examination was con-
ducted as a Computer-Based 
Test at 154 TCS iON centers, 
with separate question papers 
used for different sessions. A 
robust question bank of  
around 3,000 questions per sub-
ject was prepared, with strict 
security protocols limiting ac-
cess to only two permanent em-
ployees, whose passwords were 
changed daily.

He clarified that all stages of  
the process, including district-

wise scores, TET scores, and 
DSC scores, were made availa-
ble online, and allegations re-
garding non-disclosure were 
baseless. The department also 
ensured implementation of  SC 
categorisation and horizontal 
reservations for sports per-
sons, women, persons with dis-
abilities, and ex-servicemen.

Responding to concerns 
raised in recent reports, Kona 
Sasidhar explained that doubts 
regarding horizontal reserva-
tions stemmed from misunder-
standings. He highlighted that 
no irregularities occurred in 
the sports quota and that se-
lected candidates under this 
category earned their posi-
tions through merit.

Referring to a specific case, 
he said Naveen, an outsourced 
employee at SCERT, secured 
high ranks but did not attend 
certificate verification, mak-
ing him ineligible as per rules. 
The department presented its 
case in court, which upheld its 

stand.
Kona Sasidhar also pointed 

out that among the lakhs of  
candidates who appeared for 
the examination, no wide-
spread complaints were report-
ed regarding its conduct. He 
added that the department al-
lowed flexibility by permitting 
certificate submission during 
physical verification upon can-
didates’ request.

The Secretary urged the pub-
lic and media to avoid spread-
ing misinformation, stating 
that false allegations harm 
candidates who worked hard to 
secure teaching positions. He 
reiterated that the department 
remains open to addressing 
genuine concerns and learning 
from any identified shortcom-
ings.He concluded that effec-
tive coordination between TET 
and DSC, along with prior 
planning and transparency, en-
sured that Mega DSC-2025 was 
conducted smoothly and with-
out errors.

Mega DSC-2025 Conducted with Full Transparency, 
Says School Education Department

Vijayawada, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Board 
of  Intermediate Education has 
extended the summer vacation 
for junior colleges across the 
state. Secretary of  the Board of  
Intermediate Education, Ran-
jithBasha, issued official or-
ders announcing the extension 
on Friday.

As per the schedule an-
nounced earlier, junior colleg-
es were set to reopen on June 1 
after the summer break. How-
ever, the reopening date has 
now been postponed to June 6.

The decision was taken in 
view of  the ongoing Intermedi-
ate Advanced Supplementary 
Examinations, which are 
scheduled to continue until 
June 5. Officials said the exten-
sion was necessary to ensure 
the smooth conduct of  exami-
nations and avoid any incon-
venience to students and edu-
cational institutions.

Secretary RanjithBasha di-
rected all junior colleges to 
strictly adhere to the revised 

schedule and resume classes 
from June 6 without fail.

The Board clarified that 
there will be no changes in the 
remaining academic activities 
mentioned in the academic cal-
endar already announced for 
the current academic year.

The extension is expected to 
provide relief  to students ap-
pearing for supplementary ex-
aminations, giving them ade-
quate time to complete their 
exams without the pressure of  
regular classes resuming 
simultaneously.

Educational institutions 
have been advised to make nec-
essary arrangements in ac-
cordance with the revised reo-
pening date. Students and 
parents are requested to take 
note of  the updated schedule 
and plan accordingly.

The Board reiterated its 
commitment to ensuring a 
smooth academic process 
while maintaining the sched-
uled timeline for the rest of  the 
academic year.

AP Extends Summer Vacation 
for Junior Colleges Till June 6

Amaravati, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The state government has 
granted permission to the Ar-
chaeological Survey of  India 
(ASI) to conduct surveys in the 
Nallamala forest region to iden-
tify and preserve its hidden his-
torical and cultural heritage. 
Welcoming the move, Deputy 
Chief  Minister and Forest and 
E n v i r o n m e n t  M i n i s t e r 
PawanKalyan said the initiative 
would help uncover valuable ar-
chaeological treasures while 

opening new avenues for eco-
t o u r i s m  d e v e l o p m e n t .
PawanKalyan stated that forests 
are not only home to rich biodi-
versity but also repositories of  
historical monuments, archaeo-
logical remains, and cultural 
wealth. He stressed the need to 
identify, protect, and preserve 
such priceless heritage for fu-
ture generations.The latest sur-
vey will focus on inscriptions 
written in Telugu and Devana-
gari scripts, which are expected 
to offer deeper insights into an-

cient kingdoms, traditions, and 
the cultural evolution of  South 
India.Officials recalled that an 
earlier survey conducted in the 
Lankamala forest region of  YSR 
Kadapa district had yielded 
nearly 30 inscriptions dating 
from the 1st century BCE to the 
16th century CE. The survey 
had also led to the discovery of  
cave paintings believed to be 
over 10,000 years old. These 
findings provided significant in-
formation about the Satavahana 
period, Buddhist and Shaivite 

traditions, ancient pilgrimage 
routes, and early human settle-
ments.Reacting to the new sur-
vey initiative, PawanKalyan 
conveyed his best wishes to the 
ASI team and directed forest de-
partment officials to extend full 
cooperation without disturbing 
wildlife conservation and forest 
protection objectives.He said 
historical structures and ar-
chaeological remains in forest 
regions could create unique op-
portunities for eco-tourism 
while raising public awareness 

about nature and heritage 
conservation.“Without compro-
mising wildlife protection and 
forest conservation goals, the 
state forest department should 
provide complete support. The 
Andhra Pradesh government is 
firmly committed to preserving 
both natural resources and cul-
tural heritage for future genera-
tions,” PawanKalyan said.The 
survey is expected to reveal 
more historical evidence hid-
den within the dense Nallama-
la forests.

Kakinada, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Chief  Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu is scheduled to 
visit Tuni constituency in Kak-
inada district on June 1, with 
elaborate arrangements being 
made for the high-profile tour 
at Chamavaram village in Tun-
imandal.The Chief  Minister’s 
visit, scheduled from 10 am to 
5 pm, will feature the specially 
arranged “Prajavedika,” which 
is expected to be the main at-
traction of  the programme. 
Through this interactive plat-
form, Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu will di-
rectly engage with the public 
and hear their grievances.

A major highlight of  the vis-
it will be the launch of  the gov-
ernment’s prestigious “NTR 
Bharosa” pension distribution 
programme by the Chief  Min-
ister. The initiative has gener-
ated excitement among benefi-
ciaries, creating a festive 
atmosphere across Tuni 
constituency.

Rajya Sabha Member Sana 
Satish Babu, along with Dis-
trict Collector M.N. Harendra 
Prasad, visited Chamavaram 
village on Saturday to inspect 

the arrangements. They re-
viewed venue construction and 
directed officials to ensure all 
basic facilities, including 
drinking water, shade, and 
parking, are arranged on a war 
footing for the large gathering 
expected at the public meeting.
Sana Satish Babu also instruct-
ed officials to ensure foolproof  
security arrangements and re-
quested police authorities to 
leave no room for lapses during 
the Chief  Minister’s visit.

The review was attended by 
In-charge SP Rahul Meena, 
Joint Collector Apoorva 
Bharat, Peddapuram RDO, 
DSP Tilak, SB DSP Satyanaray-
ana, Intelligence DSP Es-
warudu, and several revenue 
and police officials.

TDP leaders MotukuriVen-
katesh, Mandal PACS Presi-
dent  Pol ishett iRamalin-
geswara Rao, and several 
public representatives also 
participated in the inspection.

The Chief  Minister’s visit 
has infused fresh enthusiasm 
among TDP cadre, with local 
leaders and party workers 
gearing up in large numbers to 
ensure the programme’s grand 
success.

Grand Arrangements for 
Chandrababu’sTuni Visit

Rajamahendravaram, May 
30 | TPN Bureau

Rajamahendravaram MP 
DaggubatiPurandeswari has 
welcomed the Central Govern-
ment’s initiatives aimed at en-
hancing the skills, digital capa-
bilities, and welfare of  ASHA 
and Anganwadi workers, who 
play a crucial role in strength-
ening India’s rural healthcare 
and nutrition system.

In a statement released on 
Saturday, Purandeswari said 
she was pleased that the Minis-
try of  Health and Family Wel-
fare had responded compre-
hensively to the issues she 
raised under Rule 377 in the 
Lok Sabha on March 13. The 
Ministry also informed her 
about several reforms being 
implemented to improve the ef-
ficiency and working condi-
tions of  frontline health 
workers.

Acknowledging the signifi-
cant contribution of  ASHA 
and Anganwadi workers dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic 
and other public health chal-
lenges, the Central Govern-
ment has focused on their 
training, welfare, and digital 
empowerment. Under the Na-
tional Health Mission, regular 
training programmes are be-
ing conducted on maternal and 
child health, nutrition, digital 
health, and primary health-

care services.
The Ministry has planned 

specialised training through 
skill labs and refresher courses 
at district and block levels. 
These programmes will cover 
digital health platforms, early 
disease detection, community 
participation, Home-Based 
Young Child Care (HBYC), 
Non-Communicable Disease 
(NCD) screening, and services 
under Ayushman Bharat 
Health and Wellness Centres.

Purandeswari said that, with 
support from the National In-
stitute of  Open Schooling 
(NIOS), the Government is im-
plementing an ASHA certifica-
tion programme that provides 
recognition, financial incen-
tives, e-learning modules, and 
opportunities for higher educa-
tion. A grievance redressal sys-
tem is also being established to 
address concerns related to 
payments and workplace 
conditions.

She expressed confidence 
that these measures would en-
hance the status of  ASHA and 
Anganwadi workers while fur-
ther strengthening the rural 
health and nutrition system. 
Purandeswari also thanked 
Union Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare PratapraoJad-
hav for taking positive action 
on the issues she had raised in 
Parliament.

Centre Boosts Support 
forAnganwadi Workers

ASI Gets Nod to Explore Nallamala’s Hidden Historical Legacy

Machilipatnam, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

 Minister for Mines, Geolo-
gy and Excise KolluRavindra 
on Saturday reaffirmed his 
commitment to transforming 
Machilipatnam into one of  
Andhra Pradesh’s leading de-
velopment hubs, with special 
emphasis on tourism, youth 
empowerment and sports 

infrastructure.
During a day-long tour of  

the constituency, the Minister 
reviewed several developmen-
tal initiatives. He began his 
visit by inspecting ongoing 
works at Manginapudi Beach 
and stated that the govern-
ment is working with a clear 
vision to develop Machilipat-
nam into a major tourist des-

tination. He said efforts are 
underway to beautify the 
beach and provide better pub-
lic amenities to attract more 
visitors.

Ravindra directed officials 
to focus on sanitation, roads, 
drinking water facilities and 
lighting to ensure a comfort-
able experience for tourists. 
He noted that the growth of  

the tourism sector would cre-
ate significant employment 
opportunities for local youth.

The Minister also person-
ally supervised the removal 
of  fallen trees on the beach 
road that were damaged dur-
ing recent heavy rains and 
strong winds. He instructed 
officials to take preventive 
measures to avoid inconven-
ience to visitors and stressed 
that public safety would re-
main a top priority.

Later, Ravindra inspected 
the Bharat Scouts and Guides 

premises in the Fourth Divi-
sion of  Machilipatnam. He 
held discussions with retired 
DYEO officer Vijayalakshmi 
and Krishna District Bharat 
Scouts and Guides Commis-

sioner Madduri Prasad re-
garding the proposed Youth 
Club aimed at nurturing lead-
ership qualities and a spirit 
of  service among young 
people.

He suggested preparing a 
dedicated action plan to en-
courage youth participation 
in sports, social service and 
personality development ac-
tivities. He emphasized the 
importance of  instilling disci-
pline and social responsibili-
ty among future generations.

Ravindra also visited the 

swimming pool in the Fourth 
Division and reviewed facili-
ties available for athletes and 
young sportspersons. He said 
the government is giving high 
priority to sports develop-
ment and will introduce more 
initiatives to identify and nur-
ture talent from rural areas

He reiterated that the gov-
ernment’s goal is the compre-
hensive development of  
Machilipatnam through fo-
cused growth in tourism, 
y o u t h  e n g a g e m e n t  
and sports.

Machilipatnam Set for All-Round 
Development: Minister KolluRavindra
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Angara Ranganath Denies Charges,  
Calls Allegations Baseless

 “All the allegations made by G.V. Ramana 
against my family, claiming that we en-
croached upon mangrove lands, are com-
pletely false. The areas shown in the photo-
graphs are locally known as ‘Dibbalu’ 
(mounds), which belong to farmers who pos-
sess valid pattas. These lands are not even 
registered in my name. Out of  more than 4.43 
acres, a portion was purchased in the name 
of  a friend, while the remaining land was taken on lease. In 
2020, he transferred 16 cents of  land to us through a registered 
deed. There has been no encroachment, and if  there had been, 
local residents would not have remained silent.G.V. Ramana, 
who is making these allegations, is my childhood friend and 
later became my sister’s husband. He subjected his wife and 
children to severe mental and physical harassment while main-
taining illicit relationships with other women. Due to his be-
havior, they are now living separately, and legal proceedings 
are ongoing. I have obtained video evidence of  his conduct, 
which has been submitted in court at Bantumilli. Holding a 
grudge against me because of  this, he is making baseless alle-
gations against my family. I will file a defamation case against 

him for damaging my reputation,” Angara Ranganath told 
True Point.  

G.V. Ramana Alleges Illegal Mangrove  
Encroachment, Plans PIL 

“I did not file this complaint out of  politi-
cal motives or due to any family disputes. It 
came to my attention that an injustice was 
being done to wildlife; after gathering evi-
dence, the illegal activities of  those involved 
were exposed. With complete evidence, I met 
District Collector Balaji and submitted a 
complaint stating that Advocate Angara Ran-
ganath had misused his professional position 
to encroach upon mangrove forests. I am also 
preparing to file a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in court soon 
with further evidence.

The encroached area is located less than 20 meters from the 
shoreline, and there is only a 60-meter distance between the 
aqua tanks and the sea. This area falls under CRZ-I, a sensitive 
zone where no construction is permitted within 500 meters. 
Such activities increase the risk of  tidal and storm surges, de-
prive wildlife of  nesting grounds, and may lead to species ex-
tinction. Strict action must be taken against the encroachers, 
and efforts should be made to restore and expand mangrove 
forests.The area is inhabited by a large community of  shep-
herds who have opposed these activities, but they allege that 
false cases have been filed against them. When I visited the site 
to gather information, dogs were even unleashed on me,” G.V. 
Ramana, lawyer from Machilipatnam explained  to True Point.

contunued

from local officials.
“This is not just a 

case of  land grabbing; 
it is a direct assault on 
the environment and 
a violation of  Su-
preme Court orders,” 
G.V. Ramana told True 
Point, urging immedi-
ate action.Responding 
to the allegations, An-
gara Ranganath told 
True Point: “All alle-
gations against my 
family are false. The 
lands shown are ‘Dib-
balu’ belonging to 
farmers with valid 
pattas and are not 
even in my name. Out 
of  4.43 acres, only 16 
cents were legally 
transferred to us. 
There has been no en-
croachment. These 
claims are driven by 
personal motives, and 
I will pursue legal ac-
tion for defamation.”

T h e  c o m p l a i n t 
seeks criminal pro-
ceedings against the 
a c c u s e d ,  a c t i o n 
against officials in-
volved, and restora-
tion of  the damaged 
land. The issue has in-
tensified calls from 
environmentalists 
and locals for urgent 
intervention to pro-
tect the fragile coastal  
ecosystem.

 Vanishing Mangroves,  
Expanding Encroachments  

Year: 2020Year: 2020 Year:2021Year:2021

Year:2025Year:2025
illegal contrcution form-houseillegal contrcution form-house

Ravi Podili
Amaravati : The Telugu De-

sam Party’s Mahanadu con-
cluded on a grand note, show-
casing a unique hybrid format 
that drew global participation. 
Leaders and party workers 
from 1,875 clusters across 12 
countries joined the event vir-
tually, with the party stating 
that nearly 2.4 million people 
took part online. TDP Working 
President and Minister Nara 
Lokesh announced 33 percent 
reservation for women, while 
party chief  Chandrababu dedi-
cated the event as “Stree Shak-
ti Mahanadu,” underlining the 
party’s  focus on women 
empowerment.

The two-day event witnessed 
several speeches, with leaders 
praising Chandrababu and 
Nara Lokesh. However, the 
speech of  MLA Kotamreddy 
Sridhar Reddy emerged as the 
highlight. His candid remarks, 
which were unexpected, struck 
a chord with party workers. He 
raised concerns over the ne-
glect of  grassroots cadres and 
emphasized that long-time loy-
al workers should be given due 
recognition and priority.

Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy 
pointed out that many leaders, 

including himself, had joined 
the TDP from the YCP shortly 
before the elections and went 
on to secure positions as MLAs 
and Ministers. He noted that 
such leaders were supported 
by dedicated party workers 
who had been with the TDP for 
years and had worked tireless-
l y  t o  e n s u r e  e l e c t o r a l 
victories.

He asserted that these loyal 
workers must be rewarded and 
assured that in his constituen-
cy, only those who had served 
the party from the beginning 
would be considered for the up-
coming local body elections. He 
also stated that while the party 
leadership would make deci-
sions on candidate selection, 
he would take full responsibil-
ity for ensuring their victory.

Kotamreddy’s remarks come 
amid growing criticism that 
party cadres are being over-
looked after the coalition gov-
ernment assumed power. Alle-
gations have surfaced that 
some positions are being given 
to newcomers, while long-serv-
ing workers remain ignored. In 
this context, his speech has 
resonated strongly with TDP 
activists, sparking discussions 
within the party.

Kotamreddy Speech Steals 
Spotlight at TDP Mahanadu

Tadepalli, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The YSRCP has demanded 
that the State government im-
mediately implement subsi-
dised electricity at ₹1.50 per 
unit for all aqua farmers across 
Andhra Pradesh before June 
10, irrespective of  whether 
they fall under aqua or non-
aqua zones.

YSRCP Tadepalligudem con-
stituency coordinator and for-
mer APSADA Vice Chairman 
VaddiRaghuram made the de-
mand while addressing the me-
dia at the YSRCP central office 
in Tadepalli on Friday.

He also urged the govern-
ment to reimburse electricity 
bills paid by farmers in non-
aqua zones over the past two 
years, alleging that the coali-
tion government had failed to 
implement promises made dur-
ing the election campaign. He 
warned that if  immediate ac-
tion was not taken, the YSRCP, 
in coordination with aqua 
farmers, would launch large-
scale protests and lay siege to 
Collectorates across the State.

VaddiRaghuram further 

stated that former Chief  Min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
would soon hold a meeting 
with aqua farmers to discuss 
the crisis in the aquaculture 
sector and prepare an action 
plan to protect farmers’ inter-
ests. He alleged that the sector 
had been pushed into severe 
distress under the Chandraba-
bu Naidu-led coalition govern-
ment due to policy neglect and 
administrative failure.

He also claimed that while 
the previous YSRCP govern-
ment strengthened APSADA 

and ensured transparency in 
feed, seed and export pricing, 
the present government had 
weakened the system and al-
lowed middlemen to dominate 
the sector. He criticised alleged 
arbitrary hikes in aqua feed 
prices and demanded that any 
revision be made only once a 
year after consultation with 
farmers.Raghuram urged the 
government to act immediate-
ly, warning that continued de-
lay would further damage a 
s e c t o r  v i t a l  t o  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s economy.

YSRCP Demands ₹1.50 Power Tariff for Aqua Farmers
New Delhi, May 30 | TPN 

Bureau
A YSRCP delegation on Fri-

day submitted a representation 
to the Justice Balakrishnan 
Commission,  demanding 
Scheduled Caste (SC) status for 
Dalit Christians and urging 
the Centre to extend equal con-
stitutional safeguards. Later, 
addressing the media at 
Andhra Bhavan in New Delhi, 
YSRCP MPs, former ministers 
and senior leaders stated that 
Dalit Christians continue to 
face social and economic dis-
crimination despite religious 
conversion and must be 
brought under SC protections.

MP Dr. M. Gurumoorthy said 
Dalit Christians deserve all 
rights and safeguards available 
to Scheduled Castes, pointing 
out that SC status is already ex-
tended to Sikhs and Buddhists. 
He said the same principle 
should apply to Dalit Chris-
tians and noted that multiple 
commissions have recognised 
that conversion does not 
change their socio-economic 
conditions. He also recalled 
that the YSRCP government 
passed a unanimous resolution 

in the Andhra Pradesh Assem-
bly in 2023 and forwarded it to 
the Centre.

MP GollaBaburao said a 
Dalit remains a Dalit irrespec-
tive of  religion and called for 
an end to discrimination based 
on faith. YSRCP State General 
Secretary JupudiPrabhakar 
Rao alleged that Dalit Chris-
tians are being denied consti-
tutional protections by catego-
rising them as Backward 
Classes.Former Minister Mer-
uguNagarjuna said three com-
missions had already recog-
nised their backwardness and 
demanded SC status on par 
with Sikhs and Buddhists. 
M L A  Ta t i p a r t h i  C h a n -
drasekhar said caste identity 
cannot be erased through con-
version, while MLC Arun Ku-
mar termed the denial of  SC 
status discriminatory.

For mer MP Nandig am 
Suresh called the withdrawal 
of  SC status after conversion a 
grave injustice and urged uni-
ty among Dalit Christians. The 
YSRCP leaders appealed to the 
Justice Balakrishnan Commis-
sion to submit a favourable re-
port and ensure justice.

YSRCP Seeks SC Status for Dalit Christians 
Before Justice Balakrishnan Commission

Bhimavaram, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

 BJP State president P.V.N. Madhav 
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has turned the vision of  “Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat” into reality through 
his leadership and governance. He said 
the BJP was not formed merely for pow-
er but is dedicated to serving the na-

tion’s interests.
He was speaking at the inauguration 

of  the two-day PanditDeendayalUpad-
hyayaPrashikshanAbhiyan organised 
by West Godavari district BJP in Bhi-
mavaram on Saturday. Union Minister 
of  State for Steel and Heavy Industries 
BhupathirajuSrinivasa Varma and 
P.V.N. Madhav jointly inaugurated a 

photo exhibition showcasing BJP’s his-
tory and district-level activities.

Addressing party workers, Bhupathi-
rajuSrinivasa Varma said BJP is a dis-
ciplined cadre-based party where con-
tinuous training is essential for every 
worker. He said the party provides op-
portunities for even booth-level work-
ers to rise to national leadership.

P.V.N. Madhav urged party workers to 
work with the spirit of  national unity 
and put “Nation First.” He explained 
PanditDeendayalUpadhyaya’s philoso-
phy of  Integral Humanism and Antyo-
daya.The programme was attended by 
district BJP president AyanampudiS-
ridevi, state general secretary Lakshmi 
Prasanna, spokesperson vMullapudiRe-
nuka, state vice-president GarapatiTa-
panaChowdary, KoduriLakshminaray-
ana, NarniTataji and other leaders. 
Party representatives and workers 
from across the district participated in 
large numbers.

BJP WG District Training Camp Begins
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 Vijayawada, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

A “Young Professionals 
Roundtable” was organized 
with enthusiasm at the audito-
rium of  the School of  Planning 
and Architecture (SPA) on Fri-
day under the joint aegis of  My 
Bharat NTR and the Confeder-
ation of  Indian Industry (CII). 
The event brought together 
young participants, industry 
experts, and government offi-
cials to discuss leadership, in-
novation, and opportunities 
for youth development.

NTR District Collector Dr. G. 
Lakshmishaand SPA Director 
Prof. Ramesh Sirikonda at-
tended as chief  guests. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the Col-
lector praised the initiative, 
stating that such platforms 
provide an excellent opportu-
nity for young people to share 
their ideas, aspirations, and 
perspectives on social change 
with policymakers and admin-
istrators.Prof. Ramesh Sirikon-
da highlighted the growing 
global emphasis on youth-led 
initiatives and encouraged stu-
dents to actively participate in 
nation-building efforts. My 
Bharat State Director Anshu-
man Das said the Government 

of  India is implementing sev-
eral programs through My 
Bharat to empower youth and 
enhance their participation in 
developmental activities.

As part of  the roundtable, 
participants interacted with 
experts from the Confedera-
tion of  Indian Industry. Dr. An-
vesh Dasari spoke on the vital 
role of  youth in strengthening 
democratic institutions, while 
expert Sahithi explained the 
significance of  the concept 
“Local is the New Global.” 
Kilaru Nagasravan delivered 

an insightful session on career 
opportunities, skill develop-
ment, and professional growth.

Around 200 young people 
participated in the programme. 
My Bharat officials Ujjwal and 
Kiranmayi, District Youth Of-
ficer B. Pradeep Kumar, STEP 
CEO Dr. Kolleti Ramesh, and 
several representatives from 
youth and industry organiza-
tions were also present. The 
event served as a valuable plat-
form for dialogue, learning, 
a n d  i n s p i r i n g  f u t u r e 
 leaders.

Young Professionals Forum  
Inspires Youth Leadership

Vijayawada, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

LG Electronics India Ltd. on 
Friday launched its much-
awaited 2026 home entertain-
ment range, introducing the 
OLED65C6 television at Bajaj 
Electronics, Ring Road branch 
in Vijayawada. The unveiling 
ceremony was led by LG Re-
gional Business Head K V 
Krishnaji and Branch Manag-
er P Kishore Babu.

Positioned as “The Next Gen 
OLED TV,” the new model 
comes equipped with the ad-
vanced alpha11 AI Processor 
Gen3 Dual AI Engine, deliver-
ing enhanced picture quality 
and performance. A key high-
light is the Hyper Radiant RGB 
Colour Technology, which of-
fers 3.2 times higher bright-
ness along with a brightness 
booster pro, ensuring deeper 
blacks and more vibrant 
colours.

The television integrates 
what the company calls the 
world’s first multi-AI solution, 
featuring Microsoft Copilot 
and Google Gemini, enabling a 

more personalised and intelli-
gent user experience. It also 
runs on WebOS 26, backed by 
the Re Program that guaran-
tees operating system up-
grades for the next five years.

Designed for gaming enthu-
siasts, the OLED65C6 supports 
4K gaming with a 165Hz re-
fresh rate and includes cloud 
gaming capabilities with built-
in NVIDIA G-Sync and AMD 
FreeSync technologies. It is 
compatible with Dolby Vision 
and Dolby Atmos, enhancing 
both visual and audio experi-
ences across OTT platforms.

The TV also introduces sev-
eral AI-powered features such 
as AI Voice ID, My Page person-
alisation, AI Chatbot, AI Agent, 
AI Sound Wizard, AI Picture 
Wizard, and an AI Magic Re-
mote for seamless navigation.

LG stated that the new OLED 
lineup will be available in mul-
tiple screen sizes ranging from 
42 inches to 83 inches, catering 
to diverse consumer needs. 
The company aims to redefine 
home entertainment with this 
next-generation offering.

LG Unveils Next Gen 
OLED TV in Vijayawada

 Vijayawada, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Vijayawada Member of  Par-
liament KesineniShivnath on 
Friday said the city has estab-
lished a distinct identity as an 
educational hub and stressed 
the need to equip students for 
emerging opportunities in 
technology, entrepreneurship, 
and innovation.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating an Educational Expo 
jointly organised by TV9 and 
CAB at SS Convention Hall in 
Labbipeta. The MP visited var-
ious stalls set up by participat-
ing universities and interacted 
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
representatives.

Addressing the gathering, 
Shivnath, popularly known as 
Chinni, recalled his back-
ground as a Mechanical Engi-
neering student and encour-
aged youth to pursue higher 
education with confidence. He 
said both the government and 
educational institutions are 

committed to supporting stu-
dents in achieving success.

Referring to a KL University 
student securing a placement 
package of  ₹88 lakh, he termed 
it a proud moment for Andhra 
Pradesh and an inspiration for 
aspiring engineers.

The MP said Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu envi-
sions creating “Andhrapre-
neurs” to drive economic 
growth. He noted that the gov-
ernment’s “One Family, One 
Entrepreneur” policy aims to 
ensure at least one entrepre-
neur from every household.

He urged universities to up-
date curricula to match indus-
try needs and introduce cours-
es in artificial intelligence, 
robotics,  communication 
skills, and quantum comput-
ing. He also announced that a 
Sports University would soon 
be set up in the state and said 
Visakhapatnam is emerging as 
a hub for AI investments and 
data centres.

Vijayawada a Hub of 
Education, Says MP Chinni

 Vijayawada, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Vijayawada West MLA Suja-
naChowdary on Saturday con-
ducted a PrajaDarbar at the 
NDA office in Bhavanipuram 
to address public grievances 
and enhance citizen engage-
ment. Coalition leaders and 
residents from various parts of  
the constituency attended the 
programme and submitted pe-
titions seeking solutions to lo-
cal issues.Speaking on the oc-
casion, the MLA said that 
despite financial constraints, 
the coalition government has 
been implementing welfare 
schemes effectively. He noted 
that pensions are being distrib-
uted on the first day of  every 
month without interruption 
and funds are being released 

on schedule for welfare pro-
grammes.He highlighted ef-
forts to complete pending TID-
CO housing units, stating that 
significant funds have been in-
vested in infrastructure and 
the remaining houses would be 
handed over  in  phases.
Chowdary also underscored 
the role of  the Sujana Founda-
tion in public welfare, includ-
ing free weekend medical 
check-ups and mega health 
camps for early disease detec-
tion among the poor.During the 
event, CMRF cheques worth 
₹29.70 lakh were distributed to 
56 beneficiaries. The MLA said 
development works are being 
carried out with support from 
NGOs and assured that all peti-
tions would be addressed 
promptly.

Sujana Chowdary’s 
PrajaDarbar 

Focuses on Welfare

Vijayawada, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

NTR District Collector Dr. G. 
Lakshmisha and Police Com-
missioner SV RajasekharaBa-
bu have called for a united ef-
fort to eliminate narcotics and 
make the district drug-free. 
They urged educational insti-
tutions, voluntary organisa-
tions, and the public to actively 
support awareness campaigns 
and anti-drug initiatives.

The appeal was made during 
a district-level coordination 
meeting of  the NashaMukt 
Bharat Abhiyan and the Nar-
cotics Coordination Centre 
held at the Sri PingaliVen-

kayya Conference Hall in the 
Collectorate on Saturday. Offi-
cials reviewed the progress of  
anti-drug campaigns, Opera-
tion Eagle, de-addiction servic-
es, hotspot inspections, and 
awareness programmes.Ad-
dressing the meeting, the Col-
lector said drug abuse harms 
physical and mental health and 
leads to social and economic is-
sues. He noted that addiction 
can cause serious diseases and 
mental health problems, often 
resulting in family disputes 
and financial stress.He said 
“Operation Drugs” has shown 
positive results through coor-
dinated efforts of  various de-

partments. Around 150 identi-
fied hotspots are under strict 
surveillance using advanced 
technology, including night-
vision drones. He also stressed 
promoting the anti-drug hel-
pline 1972.The Police Commis-
sioner said strict action is be-
ing  taken a g ainst  dr ug 
suppliers and users, with in-
tensified monitoring at public 
p l a c e s.  Aw a re n e s s  p ro -
grammes targeting youth are 
also being conducted.

The officials also unveiled 
anti-drug awareness posters 
prepared by the Forum for 
Child Rights.

Drive Intensified for Drug-Free District

 Vijayawada, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

In a bid to improve passen-
ger safety and ensure smooth 
traffic flow around the railway 
station, city traffic police on 
Saturday conducted a special 
awareness programme for au-
to-rickshaw drivers operating 
in the area.

The programme was held 
under the direction of  Traffic 
Circle Inspector Sudhakar and 
led by Three Town Traffic ASI 
MeherBabu. A large number 
of  auto drivers participated, 
with officials highlighting the 
importance of  following traffic 
rules and maintaining profes-

sional conduct while dealing 
with passengers.

Addressing the gathering, 
ASI MeherBabu said special 
surveillance measures have 
been put in place around the 
railway station to enhance se-
curity and regulate traffic 
movement. He emphasized 
that auto drivers are often the 
first point of  contact for visi-
tors  and should behave 
courteously.

Drivers were instructed to 
strictly adhere to traffic regu-
lations and police guidelines. 
Wearing the prescribed khaki 
uniform was made mandatory, 
and drivers were urged to 
maintain discipline at all 

times.As part of  safety meas-
ures, auto drivers were direct-
ed to register their details at 
the police-operated auto booth 
near the station and display 
QR code stickers issued by the 
police on their vehicles for 
easy identification.

Officials also warned against 
indiscriminate parking around 
the station, stating it causes 
congestion and inconvenience. 
Drivers were asked to use des-
ignated parking areas.

Police cautioned that viola-
tions would attract strict legal 
action and urged drivers to co-
operate in ensuring a safe and 
c o m m u t e r - f r i e n d l y 
environment.

Police Counsel Auto Drivers 
on Passenger Safety Mopidevi, May 30 | TPN 

Bureau
Janasena Party leaders 

on Saturday visited several 
villages in Mopidevi Man-
dal to assess damage 
caused to horticultural 
crops by recent gusty 
winds and assured affected 
farmers of  government 
support.

Acting on the directions 
of  Avanigadda MLA Man-
dali Buddha Prasad, a team 
comprising Janasena Dis-
trict Vice-President Mathi 
Venkateswara Rao, AMC 
Chairperson Thota Kanaka 
Durga, Mandal Janasena 
President and Society 
Chairman Pushadapu Rat-
nagopal, and BJP Mandal 
President Sanaka Prashan-
th conducted a field inspec-
t i o n  o f  d a m a g e d 
plantations.

The leaders visited K. 
Kothapalem village and in-
spected a banana planta-
tion belonging to farmer 
Mathi Ramprasad, where 
they reviewed the extent of  
crop losses caused by 
strong winds. They later 
toured Kosuruvaripalem 
village and examined a 
mango orchard owned by 
farmer Kagithala Nuthana 
Prasad, which also suffered 
significant damage.

Interacting with farm-
ers, the leaders said the al-
liance government is com-
mitted to  suppor ting 

cultivators affected by nat-
ural calamities. They in-
formed farmers that MLA 
Buddha Prasad had al-
ready directed officials to 
conduct a detailed survey 
and collect information on 
crop losses across the 
mandal.

The team assured grow-
ers that the government 
would take appropriate 
steps to provide relief  and 
assistance after assessing 
the extent of  the damage. 
They emphasized that pro-
tecting farmers’ interests 
remains a priority and that 
efforts would be made to 
ensure timely support 
reaches those affected.

Farmers explained the 
difficulties they are facing 
due to the unexpected 
weather conditions and ap-
pealed for speedy compen-
sation. The visiting leaders 
assured them that their 
concerns would be con-
veyed to the concerned 
authorities.

AMC Director Mera-
kanapalli Naresh and sev-
eral Janasena leaders, in-
cluding Kosuru Shivaji, 
Badarla Lolakshu Naidu, 
Yakkati Ramanjaneyulu, 
Yadlapalli Bujji, Mathi 
Someswara Rao, Padamata 
Komati, and Kosuru Mun-
indra, also participated in 
the inspection programme 
and interacted with local 
farmers.

Alliance 
Government Will 

Stand by Farmers: 
Janasena Leaders

 Gannavaram, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Krishna District Police have 
solved a sensational murder-
for-gain case in Gannavaram, 
arresting two accused and re-
covering gold, cash, and prop-
erty worth around ₹56 lakh.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, District SP V. Vidyasagar 
Naidu said the victim, KajaRa-
jithaKumari (55), was living 
alone in an apartment at GKR 
Paradise in Gannavaram after 
her husband’s death. She man-
aged a flour mill in Srinagar 
Colony, while her daughters 
are settled in the United States.

On the night of  May 24, Ra-
jithaKumari was speaking to 
her daughter over the phone 
when she mentioned someone 
ringing the doorbell before dis-
connecting. When she could 
not be contacted later, her do-
mestic helper found her dead 

under suspicious circumstanc-
es the next morning and alert-
ed police.

Initially registered as a sus-
picious death, the case took a 
turn after CCTV footage re-
vealed that PolavarapuSushma 
and her son Ajay Kumar had 
entered the flat late at night 
and left after about an hour. Po-
lice then treated it as a murder-
for-gain case.

Special teams led by Ganna-
varam In-charge DSP Pala 
Srinivas and CI L. Ramesh 
traced and arrested the ac-
cused near KonayyaCheruvu. 
During interrogation, they re-
portedly confessed to the 
crime.Police recovered about 
390 grams of  gold, ₹1.6 lakh in 
cash, and a scooter used in the 
offence. The SP said the motive 
was financial distress and com-
mended the team for swiftly 
solving the case.

Gannavaram Murder Case Cracked; 
Gold, Cash Worth ₹56 Lakh Recovered
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 Rajamahendravaram, 
May 30 | TPN Bureau

MLA Nallamilli on Saturday 
strongly criticized irrigation 
officials for what he described 
as administrative negligence 
during the East Godavari Dis-
trict Irrigation Advisory Board 
meeting held ahead of  the Kha-
rif  season. Questioning the rel-
evance of  the meeting, he 
pointed out that the govern-
ment had already decided to 
release  water  from the 
Dowleswaram Barrage the 
very next day.

Addressing the media after 
the meeting, the MLA said it 
was difficult to understand 
why officials convened a meet-
ing to discuss and finalize 
dates after the government had 
already taken a decision. He 
noted that public representa-
tives had received invitations 
for the water release ceremony 
even before receiving notices 
for the advisory board meet-
ing, calling it a clear example 
of  official negligence.

Emphasizing the importance 
of  safeguarding the Godavari 
Delta, Nallamilli said the fu-
ture of  the region depended on 
preserving the historic Cotton 
Barrage. He recalled the con-
tribution of  Sir Arthur Cotton, 

whose vision transformed the 
Godavari Delta into one of  the 
most fertile regions in the 
country. According to the MLA, 
the barrage has reached a criti-
cal stage, with 117 of  its 195 
gates reported to be in a dete-
riorated condition.

He alleged that the previous 
government failed to act de-
spite warnings from the Cen-
tral Water Commission and 
World Bank representatives 
regarding the urgent need for 
repairs. Nallamilli said he 
raised the issue during the 
first budget session of  the Coa-
lition Government, following 

which the matter was taken up 
with the Chief  Minister. As a 
result, ₹148 crore was sanc-
tioned from the State Budget 
for restoration works.

MLA also expressed concern 
over pollution in the Godavari 
River and welcomed the efforts 
of  Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan to address the 
issue. He urged that pollution-
control measures be extended 
beyond Rajamahendravaram 
to branch canals across the Go-
davari basin and called for 
greater public awareness to 
p ro t e c t  t h e  r ive r  f ro m 
contamination.

Nallamilli Slams Irrigation Officials

 Visakhapatnam, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

A review meeting of  the Dis-
trict Development Coordina-
tion and Monitoring Commit-
tee (DISHA) was held in 
Visakhapatnam on Saturday 
under the chairmanship of  Vi-
sakhapatnam MP M. Sri bharat 
to assess the progress of  vari-
ous development projects and 
centrally sponsored schemes 
being implemented across the 
district.

The meeting was attended by 
public representatives, district 
officials, and department 
heads, who reviewed the status 
of  ongoing infrastructure and 
welfare initiatives. Discus-
sions focused on the effective 
implementation of  central gov-
ernment schemes and meas-
ures required to accelerate 
pending works.

Addressing officials, MP Sri 
bharat stressed that there 
should be no compromise on 
transparency in the utilization 
of  public funds or on the qual-
ity of  development works. He 
directed departments to en-
sure that projects are executed 
efficiently and that benefits 
reach the intended beneficiar-
ies without delay. The MP em-
phasized the importance of  ac-
countability and regular 
monitoring to achieve the ob-
jectives of  various government 
programmes.

Public representatives par-
ticipating in the meeting also 
offered suggestions and issued 

directives regarding the imple-
mentation of  centrally spon-
sored schemes. They called for 
improved coordination among 
departments and timely reso-
lution of  issues affecting pro-
ject execution.

District Collector M. Ab-
hisikth Kishore reviewed the 
progress of  pending works and 
set specific timelines for their 
completion. He instructed of-
ficials to closely monitor ongo-
ing projects and remove bottle-
necks that could delay their 
execution. The Collector em-
phasized that development ac-
tivities must be completed 
within the stipulated time-
frame while maintaining pre-
scribed quality standards.

The meeting also reviewed 
the performance of  welfare 
programmes aimed at support-
ing rural and urban communi-
ties. Officials were directed to 
strengthen outreach efforts 
and ensure that every eligible 
beneficiary receives assistance 
under various schemes.

Concluding the review, the 
MP and Collector reiterated 
their commitment to transpar-
ent governance, efficient im-
plementation of  development 
projects, and inclusive growth. 
They urged all departments to 
work in coordination so that 
the benefits of  government 
programmes reach every sec-
tion of  society and contribute 
to the overall development of  
the district.

Sri Bharat Reviews Development 
Works under DISHA

Eluru, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

District Collector K. Vetri-
selvi has issued a stern warn-
ing to officials involved in the 
implementation of  the Jalad-
hara–Jalaharati programme, 
stating that any irregularities 
or negligence in execution 
would invite strict disciplinary 
action, including suspension.

Reviewing the progress of  
the programme at a meeting 
held in the Gautami Confer-
ence Hall of  the Collectorate 
on Saturday, the Collector ex-
pressed concern over reports 
that desilting works in canals 
and tanks were being certified 
as completed despite not meet-
ing prescribed standards. The 
review covered nine mandals, 
including seven under the Po-
lavaram Assembly constituen-
cy and Chintalapudi and T. 
Narasapuram mandals.

Vetriselvi said that desilting 
carried out to only a few inches 
would not achieve the objective 
of  increasing water storage ca-
pacity. She directed officials to 
ensure that desilting works are 
undertaken to a minimum 
depth of  two feet, enabling ca-
nals and tanks to store more 
rainwater during the upcom-
ing monsoon season.

The Collector criticized in-
stances where works were re-
portedly certified without 

proper field verification and 
instructed MPDOs, DWMA of-
ficials, and Irrigation Depart-
ment staff  to conduct thorough 
inspections before approving 
completion re por ts.  She 
warned that officials found re-
sponsible for poor-quality 
work would be held personally 
accountable.

Directing officials to main-
tain quality standards in every 
project, the Collector said vigi-
lance inspections would be 
conducted wherever necessary. 
She also instructed that all 
sanctioned works that are yet 
to begin should be started im-
mediately and that proposals 
for all eligible works in villages 
under the programme should 

be submitted without delay.
Vetriselvi set June 15 as the 

deadline for completing 100 
percent of  the Jaladhara–Jala-
harati works across the dis-
trict. With monsoon rains ex-
pected from the second week of  
June, she stressed the need to 
expedite works to maximize 
rainwater conservation.

Earlier in the day, the Collec-
tor participated in a video con-
ference chaired by State Chief  
Secretary G. Sai Prasad on 
preparations for International 
Yoga Day celebrations sched-
uled from June 7 to June 20 
across the state. The meeting 
reviewed district-level activi-
ties and awareness pro-
grammes leading up to June 21.

Collector Warns of Action over Jaladhara Irregularities

Ongole, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Prakasam District Collector 
P. Raja Babu has launched an 
innovative field-level monitor-
ing initiative, conducting sur-
prise inspections and directly 
addressing public grievances 
at the village level.

As part of  the programme, 
the Collector visited P. Gudi-
padu village and carried out a 
detailed inspection of  govern-
ment services and develop-
ment activities. Instead of  lim-
iting reviews to of ficial 
meetings, he interacted direct-
ly with residents and reviewed 
issues on the spot, ensuring 
that grievances were resolved 
promptly through the local sec-
retariat system.A special focus 
was placed on sanitation and 
public health, particularly in 
the SC Colony, where the Col-
lector personally inspected 
cleanliness conditions and in-
teracted with residents. Set-
ting aside formal administra-
tive protocols, he engaged with 
local people to understand 
their concerns and assess the 
effectiveness of  civic services.

During the visit, officials 
and sanitation workers were 
instructed to intensify aware-
ness on waste management. 
Residents were educated on the 

importance of  segregating wet 
and dry waste at the household 
level as part of  the Swachh 
Bharat mission. The adminis-
tration emphasized that com-
munity participation is essen-
tial for maintaining clean and 
healthy surroundings.

The Collector’s surprise in-
spections were also aimed at 
evaluating the performance of  
officials and identifying gaps 
in implementation. By con-
ducting field visits without 
prior notice, the district ad-
ministration seeks to ensure 
accountability and improve 
the quality of  public services.

Officials said the initiative 
marks a new approach to gov-
ernance in the district, with 
greater emphasis on transpar-
ency, responsiveness, and di-
rect public engagement. The 
Collector reiterated that gov-
ernment services must reach 
every citizen efficiently and 
that field inspections would 
continue regularly to monitor 
progress and address issues at 
the grassroots level.

The initiative has been wide-
ly appreciated by local resi-
dents, who welcomed the ad-
ministration’s efforts to bring 
governance closer to the people 
and ensure faster resolution of  
civic concerns.

Collector’s Ground-Level 
Inspections Bring 

Governance Closer to People

Chirala, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

T he “Operation Clean 
Sweep” sanitation campaign is 
gaining momentum across the 
Chirala constituency as part of  
the State Government’s flag-
ship Swarnandhra–Swacchan-
dhra initiative aimed at im-
proving cleanliness and public 
hygiene. On Saturday, a major 
sanitation drive was conducted 
in Ward 31 of  Chirala Munici-
pality, with Chirala MLA Mad-
duluri Malakondaiah person-
ally participating in the 
programme.

Demonstrating his commit-
ment to the campaign, the 
MLA joined sanitation work-
ers in cleaning roads and pub-
lic areas. He also operated a 
JCB machine to assist in desilt-
ing drainage canals, highlight-
ing the importance of  main-
taining proper sanitation 
infrastructure ahead of  the 
monsoon season.

Addressing residents and 
municipal staff  during the pro-
gramme, Malakondaiah said 
the objective of  “Operation 
Clean Sweep” is to transform 
Chirala into a cleaner, healthi-
er, and more hygienic town. He 
noted that the initiative is be-
ing implemented across Bap-
atla district for four weeks, 
from May 22 to June 20, under 
the coalition government’s ef-
forts to strengthen public sani-
tation and environmental 
awareness.

The MLA stated that sanita-
tion has remained a priority in 

Chirala even before the launch 
of  the state-wide campaign. 
For the past two years, special 
localized cleanliness drives 
have been conducted regularly 
across the constituency to im-
prove civic conditions and ad-
dress public health concerns. 
He emphasized that sustained 
cleanliness efforts are essen-
tial to prevent waterlogging, 
mosquito breeding, and dis-
ease outbreaks, particularly 
during the rainy season.

Municipal Commissioner Jo-
seph Daniel reviewed the sani-
tation works and instructed 
staff  to ensure that every street 
in the ward is cleaned thor-
oughly. He also directed offi-
cials to complete drainage de-
silting works within the 
stipulated timeframe and 
maintain regular monitoring 
of  sanitation activities.

Residents welcomed the ini-
tiative and appreciated the di-
rect involvement of  public rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  c i v i c 
improvement programmes. Of-
ficials said the campaign 
would continue in other wards 
of  the municipality in the com-
ing weeks, focusing on road 
cleaning, waste management, 
drainage maintenance, and 
public awareness.

T he “Operation Clean 
Sweep” campaign is expected 
to play a key role in enhancing 
urban sanitation standards 
and promoting community 
participation in keeping Chi-
rala clean and environmental-
ly sustainable.

MLA Malakondaiah Leads 
Clean Sweep Drive in Chirala

 East Godavari, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Rajanagaram MLA Bathula 
Balaramakrishna has initiated 
measures to permanently ad-
dress the silt canal issue in 
Srirangapatnam village of  Ko-
rukonda Mandal, aiming to 
protect farmers from crop loss-
es during the upcoming mon-
soon season.

During a review meeting 
with farmers at his Korukonda 
office on Saturday, the MLA lis-
tened to complaints regarding 

silt accumulation, water hya-
cinths, and poor drainage con-
ditions affecting agricultural 
lands. Farmers explained that 
the canal's condition was caus-
ing difficulties in cultivation 
and irrigation.

Responding promptly, Bal-
aramakrishna met District 
Joint Collector Megha Swa-
roop and submitted a memo-
randum seeking immediate ac-
tion. He directed officials to 
undertake desilting works, re-
move obstructions from the ca-

nal, and strengthen embank-
ments to prevent overflow 
during heavy rains.

The MLA also instructed of-
ficials to continuously monitor 
the works and ensure that 
farmers face no difficulties re-
lated to irrigation or drainage. 
Far mers appreciated the 
MLA's swift intervention and 
thanked him for taking up the 
issue with district authorities 
and initiating preventive meas-
ures ahead of  the agricultural 
season.

 Chirala, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Bapatla District SP Umama-
heswar has reiterated the po-
lice department’s commitment 
to ensuring the safety of  wom-
en, declaring that strict action 
will be taken against anyone 
involved in crimes against 
women, irrespective of  their 
status or influence.

The SP was addressing a 
large-scale awareness pro-
gramme on “Women’s Safety 
and Empowerment” organized 
by the Police Department at 
Ravi Jayalakshmi Subbaray-
udu Kalyana Mandapam in 
Kothapeta, Vetapalem Mandal, 
on Saturday. During the event, 
he unveiled the poster for “Op-
eration Dandayana,” a special 
initiative launched by the 
Andhra Pradesh Police to curb 
crimes against women.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Umamaheswar said women-
related cases are being investi-
gated on priority and that in-
vestigations are required to be 
completed within 60 days, with 
charge sheets filed within the 
stipulated period. He added 
that cases are being trans-
ferred to fast-track courts to 
ensure speedy justice and ef-
f e c t ive  p u n i s h m e n t  fo r 
offenders.

The SP revealed that courts 
have so far convicted and sen-

tenced 37 individuals in wom-
en-related cases in the district. 
Of  them, six received life im-
prisonment, five were sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison, 
and 26 were awarded 10-year 
jail terms. He attributed these 
outcomes to effective investiga-
tions and the implementation 
of  the Speed Trial Monitoring 
system.

Highlighting preventive 
measures, the SP said Shakti 
Teams regularly conduct 
awareness programmes in 
schools, colleges, and work-
places. He encouraged women 
and girl students to download 
the Shakti App for emergency 
assistance, noting that more 
than 80,000 people in the dis-
trict have already installed the 
application.

He also cautioned the public 
against cybercrime and digital 
frauds, advising them never to 
share OTPs or personal bank-
ing details. Stressing that po-
lice never conduct arrests 
through WhatsApp calls, he 
urged citizens to remain vigi-
lant against “digital arrest” 
scams. He advised victims of  
cyber fraud to call 1930, while 
emergency assistance can be 
sought through helpline num-
bers 112, 181, and 1098.

More than 1,000 women and 
s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
programme.

Zero Tolerance for 
Crimes against Women: 

SP Umamaheswar

MLA Moves to Resolve 
Srirangapatnam Canal Issue
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 OPINION

I
n recent times, public dis-
course around controversial 
songs has often been reduced 
to a simplistic binary—ei-
ther defending or condemn-

ing a lyricist. Yet, this narrow fram-
ing misses the larger, more pressing 
question: what is the line between 
romance and vulgarity, and how 
should art  represent human 
beings?

Art has always drawn from my-
thology, literature, and lived experi-
ence. References to Shringara—ro-
mantic and sensual expression—are 
deeply embedded in classical tradi-
tions. From ancient poetry to devo-
tional compositions, expressions of  
love, longing, and desire have been 
celebrated as integral to human ex-
perience. However, to invoke mythol-
ogy as a blanket justification for all 
modern representations is both in-
tellectually lazy and culturally mis-
leading. The past must be under-
stood in its context, not blindly rep-
licated in the present.

Classical expressions of  Shringa-
ra were never merely about the body; 
they were about emotion, connec-
tion, and the complexity of  human 
relationships. Desire was portrayed 
with sensitivity, often intertwined 
with longing, separation, and emo-
tional depth. In contrast, much of  
today’s controversial content ap-
pears to strip away this depth, reduc-
ing individuals—especially wom-
en—to objects of  consumption.

This is where the real concern lies. 
The issue is not the presence of  sen-
suality, nor the mention of  the hu-
man body. The problem arises when 
a person is reduced to mere utility—
when relationships are depicted as 
transactions rather than emotional 
bonds. Romance seeks connection; 

vulgarity seeks consumption. The 
distinction is subtle yet profound.

Critics of  such content are often 
dismissed as regressive or overly 

sensitive. However, their objections 
are not merely about offensive 
words. They point to a deeper ideo-
logical shift—one that normalizes 

the commodification of  human be-
ings. When songs portray relation-
ships as casual exchanges, akin to a 
marketplace, they subtly reshape so-

cietal perceptions. A striking exam-
ple from the current controversy is 
the lyric: “Idikudaa antero.. prati 
vaaram santero,” which loosely 
evokes the idea of  something becom-
ing as routine and transactional as a 
weekly market. Such expressions 
risk reducing intimacy and human 
connection to repetitive, commercial 
activity.

It is also important to recognize 
that a song is not the product of  a 
single individual. Lyricists, compos-
ers, directors, producers, and per-
formers collectively shape the final 
output. Responsibility, therefore, is 
shared. While creative freedom is es-
sential, it cannot exist in isolation 
from social accountability. Art does 
not operate in a vacuum; it influenc-
es thought, behavior, and cultural 
norms.

Another critical dimension of  this 
debate is the evolving consciousness 
of  women in contemporary society. 
As conversations around equality, 
agency, and respect gain momentum, 
representations that reduce women 
to objects become increasingly dis-
cordant. The question is not about 
restricting artistic expression but 
about aligning it with a more hu-
mane and respectful worldview.

Defenders of  controversial con-
tent often argue that “it’s just a 
song.” While a single piece of  art 
may not transform society, culture is 
shaped cumulatively. What we re-
peatedly see and hear becomes nor-
malized. Over time, the extraordi-
nary becomes ordinary, and the 
unacceptable becomes acceptable.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect 
of  this trend is the portrayal of  deep-
ly complex and often painful reali-
ties—such as prostitution—as casual 
or entertainment. Such representa-

tions risk trivializing issues like ex-
ploitation and human trafficking, 
obscuring the harsh truths behind 
them. When human experiences are 
reduced to price tags and transac-
tions, empathy is replaced by 
indifference.

This debate, therefore, is not about 
censorship or moral policing. It is 
about introspection. It is about ask-
ing whether our art elevates human 
dignity or diminishes it—whether it 
fosters understanding or encourages 
objectification.

Romance, in its truest sense, cele-
brates the entirety of  a human be-
ing—their emotions, vulnerabilities, 
and individuality. When art loses 
sight of  this, it risks becoming hol-
low, driven not by expression but by 
exploitation.

Evantually, the question is simple 
yet urgent: Are we creating a culture 
that sees people as individuals, or 
one that sees them as commodities? 
The answer will define not just our 
art, but the society we become.

A
mma Ariyan (Re-
port to Mother) 
directed by John 
Abraham, was re-
leased in 1986. It 

remains one of  the most revo-
lutionary works in the histo-
ry of  Indian parallel cinema. 
More than a film, it is a tragic 
chronicle of  a generation 
whose dreams were shat-
tered. Political idealism, 
failed revolutions, the confu-
sion of  youth, death, and 
motherhood all these are wo-
ven together through a deeply 
poetic visual language, mak-
ing Amma Ariyan a rare cin-
ematic experience.
The film opens with a corpse. 
In the Wayanad region, a 
young man named Purushan 
discovers the body of  a youth 
hanging from a tree and sus-
pects that it may be Hari, a 
tabla artist. Along with his 
friends, he sets out to inform 
Hari’s mother about the 
death. Yet the journey gradu-
ally transcends the act of  de-
livering tragic news. It be-
comes an inward exploration 
of  an era, a revolutionary 
generation, and the collapse 
of  its dreams.
In this film, the journey mat-
ters more than the story it-
self. Students, workers, politi-
cal activists, and artists 
encountered along the way 
echo the history of  an entire 
period through their conver-
sations. The despair, exhaus-
tion, and directionless experi-
enced by Indian youth after 

the intense Left movements 
of  the 1970s resonate pro-
foundly throughout the film.
John Abraham pushed cine-
matic language into an en-
tirely new dimension in 
Amma Ariyan. Documentary 
realism merges seamlessly 
with poetic imagery and po-
litical commentary. Rather 
than merely watching a film, 
the viewer feels as though 
they are walking through a 
collective pilgrimage under 
the shadow of  memories. 
What makes the film truly ex-
traordinary is also the man-
ner in which it was made.
Born in Kerala in 1937, John 
Abraham studied at the Film 
and Television Institute in 
Pune, where he came deeply 
under the influence of  great 
filmmakers like Ritwik Gha-
tak. Like Ghatak, Abraham 
viewed cinema as a social and 
p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r ve n t i o n . 
Though he directed only a 
handful of  films, each one 
was a radical experiment. 
Films such as Vidyarthikale 
Ithile Ithile, Agraharathil Ka-
zhuthai,  Cheriyachante 
Kroorakrithyangal,  and 
Amma Ariyan introduced a 
new language to Indian paral-
lel cinema. Among them, 
Amma Ariyan stands as his 
artistic summit.
One of  the most remarkable 
ideas in John Abraham’s life 
was the “Odessa Collective,” 
a people’s film movement he 
founded. Through this collec-
tive, Amma Ariyan was pro-

duced by traveling through 
villages and collecting small 
contributions from ordinary 
people. As a result, it became 
one of  India’s earliest truly 
“people-funded” films. Abra-
ham believed cinema be-
longed to the people, and that 
conviction is reflected in eve-
ry frame of  the film.
The black-and-white cinema-
tography creates an atmos-
phere of  immense political 
intensity. The camera does 
not merely portray the land-
scapes of  Kerala as beautiful 
scenery; it reveals the buried 
histories, struggles, and si-
lences embedded within the 
land itself. More than dia-
logue, it is the faces, walks, 
pauses, and silences that 
speak.
Ultimately, Amma Ariyan re-
mains as a haunting ques-
tion: when young people who 
dedicated their lives to revo-
lution die, what do we tell 
their mothers? Who is re-
sponsible for the failure of  
those dreams? How does soci-
ety lose its children?
In the history of  Indian politi-
cal cinema, Amma Ariyan 
stands as an unparalleled 
milestone. It is not merely a 
film but a visual embodiment 
of  a generation’s anguish. 
Even today, watching it does 
not simply evoke the past, it 
interrogates our contempo-
rary society as well.
But with time, film reels de-
cay. Images fade, sound dete-
riorates, and some films dis-

appear altogether. Film 
restoration grants such mas-
terpieces a digital rebirth 
through modern technology. 
Because of  restoration, to-
day’s audiences can once 
again experience classics like 
Pather Panchali and Maya 
Bazaar. This revival of  old 
cinema is what we call film 
restoration.
Film restoration reconnects 
newer generations with their 
artistic heritage. The visual 
language, music, performanc-
es, and narrative styles of  
classic cinema deepen and en-

r i c h  c i n e m a t i c 
consciousness.
Like many great films lost to 
time, Amma Ariyan too had 
deteriorated over the years. 
Film prints were damaged, 
negatives decayed, and visual 
quality faded. A film that car-
ried the political anguish of  
an entire generation faced the 
danger of  vanishing into ob-
scurity. The Film Heritage 
Foundation undertook a 4K 
restoration project for the 
film under the leadership of  
renowned film preservation-
i s t  S h i v e n d r a  S i n g h 

Dungarpur.
Special care was taken to pre-
serve John Abraham’s visual 
language, the depth of  the 
black and white cinematogra-
phy, and the film’s political 
a t m o s p h e r e  w i t h o u t 
compromise.
The restored version’s selec-
tion for the “Cannes Classics” 
section at the 2026 Cannes 
Film Festival was seen as a 
moment of  pride for Indian 
parallel cinema. John Abra-
ham’s masterpiece once 
again drew the attention of  
the world.

 Amma Ariyan — The Eternal Political Poem of Cinema

Varala Anand

Poet, Film Critic &
Recipient of Sahitya 
Akademi Award for 

Translation

Sudha Murali
Poet, Writer & Critic

When Love Becomes a Marketplace: Rethinking Art, Desire, and Human Dignity
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Political Turmoil in West Bengal: Is TMC Facing a Major Internal Crisis?
Ravi Podili
West Bengal politics has been 

stirred by a series of  developments 
that have fueled speculation about 
growing unrest within the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC). The 
controversy began after BJP MP 
Soumitra Khan claimed that nearly 
50 TMC MLAs and 20 MPs are un-
happy with the party leadership 
and are prepared to join the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) if  
the party's central leadership gives 
its approval.

According to Khan, if  the BJP 
decides to induct these leaders, the 
Trinamool Congress could face a 
severe setback and may even strug-
gle to retain its position as a major 
political force in the state. His re-
marks have intensified political 
discussions ahead of  crucial elec-
toral battles in West Bengal.

However, senior TMC leader and 
MP Saugata Roy strongly rejected 

these claims, describing them as 
completely false and politically mo-
tivated. He accused the BJP of  de-
liberately spreading misinforma-
tion to create confusion and project 
an image of  instability within the 
ruling party.

Soumitra Khan also launched a 
sharp attack on TMC National Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Banerjee. 
Referring to him as a "sinner," 
Khan alleged that those involved in 
wrongdoing would eventually face 
legal consequences. He further 
claimed that a "bulldozer is wait-
ing" outside Banerjee's residence, 
suggesting that action would be 
taken against those responsible for 
targeting BJP workers in the past.

Meanwhile, signs of  internal 
friction within the TMC have con-
tinued to attract attention. The re-
cent appearance of  Barasat MP 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar at an offi-
cial review meeting led by Leader 

of  Opposition Suvendu Adhikari 
sparked widespread speculation. 
The development gained signifi-
cance because Kakoli was recently 
removed from her position as the 
TMC's Chief  Whip in the Lok Sab-
ha. Reports that the Centre has pro-
vided her with Y-category security 
have further fueled political 
rumors.

Adding to the party's concerns, a 
wave of  resignations by municipal 
councillors has raised questions 
about TMC's grassroots strength. 
Nearly 100 councillors from vari-
ous municipalities across the state 
have reportedly stepped down in 
recent weeks. In Bhatpara Munici-
pality, 30 of  the 35 councillors, in-
cluding Chairperson Reba Raha, 
resigned from the party. Similar 
resignations have been reported 
from Halisahar and Kanchrapara 
municipalities.

Reports suggesting that Kolkata 

Mayor Firhad Hakim may also con-
sider stepping down from his posi-
tion have further intensified specu-
lation. In response, Municipal 
Affairs Minister Agnimitra Paul 
has indicated that administrators 
may be appointed in municipalities 
where councillor positions remain 
vacant.

The TMC is also facing pressure 
from corruption investigations. 
The arrest of  former minister Sujit 
Bose in a municipal recruitment 
scam and ongoing scrutiny of  sev-
eral party leaders by central inves-
tigative agencies have added to the 
challenges confronting the ruling 
party.

While TMC leaders insist that 
the party remains united and 
strong, the recent developments 
have given the opposition an oppor-
tunity to question the party's sta-
bility and future political prospects 
in West Bengal.

Tiffany Trump, Husband Michael Boulos Visit 
Delhi’s Akshardham Temple During India Tour

Tiffany Trump, daughter of  
US President Donald Trump, 
and her husband Michael Bou-
los recently visited the iconic 
Akshardham Temple in New 
Delhi as part of  their private 
trip to India. The visit attracted 
considerable attention after 
photographs and videos from 
the temple complex surfaced 
online.

Tiffany described the experi-
ence as “incredible” and ex-
pressed admiration for India’s 
rich cultural and spiritual her-
itage. Accompanied by friends, 
the couple spent time exploring 
the sprawling temple complex, 
which is renowned for its mag-
nificent architecture, intricate 
stone carvings, and exhibitions 
that showcase Indian history, 
traditions, and values.

The Akshardham Temple ad-
ministration also welcomed 
the visitors and highlighted 
their interest in learning about 
Indian culture and spirituality. 
During their visit, Tiffany and 
Michael toured various sec-
tions of  the temple and inter-
acted with officials associated 
with the complex.

Their India tour is under-
stood to be entirely private, 
with no official diplomatic en-
gagements. Following their 
visit to New Delhi, the couple 
traveled to Agra to see the Taj 
Mahal, one of  India’s most cel-
ebrated monuments and a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site. Re-
ports suggest that they are also 
expected to visit Rajasthan, in-
cluding popular tourist desti-
nations such as Jaisalmer.

The visit has generated sig-
nificant public interest be-
cause of  Tiffany Trump’s asso-
ciation with one of  America’s 
most prominent political fami-
lies. Security arrangements 
were reportedly heightened 
during the trip, although offi-
cials emphasized that the visit 
was personal in nature.

Tiffany Trump is the daugh-
ter of  Donald Trump and his 
former wife Marla Maples. A 
graduate of  Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center, she has 
maintained a relatively low 
public profile compared to 
some other members of  the 
Trump family. She married 
businessman Michael Boulos 

in 2022, and the couple has fre-
quently attended major family 
and public events together.

Their visit to Akshardham 
Temple highlights the growing 
appeal of  India’s cultural, spir-
itual, and historical landmarks 
among international visitors. 
Over the years, the temple has 
welcomed numerous global 
dignitaries, celebrities, and 
public figures who have come 

to experience its architectural 
grandeur and learn about In-
dia’s rich heritage.

As Tiffany Trump and Mi-
chael Boulos continue their In-
dia tour, their visits to some of  
the country’s most iconic desti-
nations have drawn attention 
both in India and abroad, fur-
ther showcasing the nation’s 
cultural and tourism appeal on 
the global stage.

DK Shivakumar Likely to Take Oath as 
Karnataka Chief Minister on June 3

Karnataka is likely to wit-
ness a significant political tran-
sition, with senior Congress 
leader and current Deputy 
Chief  Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar expected to take oath as the 
state's next Chief  Minister on 
June 3, according to sources.

The swearing-in ceremony is 
expected to be held in Bengalu-
ru and is likely to be a relatively 
simple affair. Preparations are 
reportedly underway, while the 
Congress Legislature Party is 
expected to formally approve 
Shivakumar’s elevation to the 
top post.

The anticipated leadership 
change comes after extensive 
discussions within the Con-
gress high command regarding 
the future leadership of  the 
state. Party leaders are report-
edly focused on ensuring a 
smooth transfer of  power and 
maintaining unity within the 

Karnataka Congress unit.
D.K. Shivakumar has been 

one of  the most influential Con-
gress leaders in Karnataka 
over the past several years. 
Widely recognized for his or-
ganizational abilities and po-
litical strategy, he played a cru-
cial role in strengthening the 
party ahead of  the Assembly 
elections and has been instru-
mental in managing key politi-
cal challenges.

His elevation to the Chief  
Minister’s post is being viewed 
as a major milestone in his long 
political career. Having served 
as a legislator multiple times 
and held several important 
ministerial portfolios, Shivaku-
mar has built a reputation as 
one of  the Congress party’s 
strongest leaders in southern 
India.

Political observers believe 
the leadership transition is 

part of  the party’s broader 
strategy to balance internal in-
terests and ensure stability in 
the state government. The 
move is also expected to 
strengthen the Congress ahead 
of  future electoral contests.

Attention is now turning to 
the formation of  the new Cabi-
net. Discussions are reportedly 
underway regarding ministe-
rial appointments, with the 
party leadership considering 
factors such as regional repre-
sentation, social balance, ad-
ministrative experience, and 
generational leadership.

Sources suggest that only a 
limited number of  ministers 
may be sworn in initially, while 
a larger Cabinet expansion 
could take place at a later stage. 
The final composition of  the 
Cabinet is expected to reflect 
the party’s effort to maintain 
political equilibrium across 
various regions and communi-
ties in Karnataka.

Shivakumar’s expected ap-
pointment has generated con-
siderable interest among party 
workers and political observ-
ers, many of  whom see him as 
a leader capable of  consolidat-
ing the Congress government 
and steering it through the next 
phase of  governance.

With an official announce-
ment anticipated soon, all eyes 
are now on Bengaluru as the 
state prepares for a new chap-
ter in its political journey un-
d e r  D. K .  S h iv a k u m a r ’s 
leadership.

Rabri Devi Asked to Vacate Iconic Patna 
Bungalow, Political Storm Brews in Bihar

A fresh political controver-
sy has erupted in Bihar after 
former Chief  Minister and 
RJD leader Rabri Devi was 
issued a notice to vacate the 
government bungalow at 10 
Circular Road in Patna, a res-
idence closely associated 
with the Lalu Prasad Yadav 
f amily  for  nearly  two 
decades.

The Bihar government has 
reportedly allotted the bun-
galow to state minister Nand 
Kishore Ram, prompting 
strong opposition from the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD). 
The development has quickly 
turned into a political flash-
point, with both sides accus-
ing each other of  playing 
politics over the issue.

According to the notice is-
sued by the state’s Building 
Construction Department, 
Rabri Devi has been asked to 
move to another government 
residence at 39 Harding 
Road, which was previously 
allotted to her in her capacity 
as the Leader of  Opposition 
in the Bihar Legislative 
Council. Officials claim that 
despite having an alternative 
accommodation, she contin-
ued to occupy the Circular 
Road residence.

Reacting sharply to the 
eviction notice, Rabri Devi 
made it clear that she has no 
intention of  vacating the 
bungalow voluntarily. She 
stated that authorities could 
take whatever action they 
deemed necessary, but she 
would not leave the residence 
on her own. Her remarks 
have further escalated the po-

litical confrontation between 
the ruling NDA government 
and the opposition RJD.

The bungalow at 10 Circu-
lar Road holds significant po-
litical importance in Bihar. It 
served as Rabri Devi’s offi-
cial residence during her ten-
ure as Chief  Minister and 
later became a key political 
hub for the Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav family. Over the years, 
several important political 
meetings, discussions, and 
party strategies have been as-
sociated with the property.

The RJD has strongly criti-
cized the government’s move, 
alleging that the decision is 
politically motivated. Party 
leaders argue that the timing 
of  the notice raises questions 
and claim that the govern-
ment is attempting to target 
a senior opposition leader. 
They have described the ac-
tion as an effort to politically 
harass Rabri Devi and the Ya-
dav family.

Meanwhile, government 

officials insist that the deci-
sion is purely administrative 
and in accordance with es-
tablished rules governing 
government accommodation. 
They maintain that once an 
alternative residence has 
been allotted, occupants are 
expected to vacate properties 
assigned for official use.

The dispute has added 
fresh tension to Bihar’s po-
litical landscape at a time 
when political parties are al-
ready gearing up for future 
electoral battles. With Rabri 
Devi refusing to leave the 
bungalow and the govern-
ment standing by its deci-
sion, the issue is likely to re-
main at the center of  political 
debate in the state.

	 As the standoff  con-
tinues, the fate of  one of  Bi-
har’s most prominent politi-
cal  addresses  remains 
uncertain, ensuring that the 
controversy will stay in the 
headlines for the foreseeable 
future.

9 Terror Suspects Linked to Pakistan’s ISI, Dawood 
Network Arrested; Delhi Attacks Allegedly Planned

In a major counter-terror op-
eration, security agencies have 
arrested nine suspected terror-
ists with alleged links to Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) and underworld 
don Dawood Ibrahim’s net-
work. Investigators believe the 
group was planning a series of  
terror attacks in Delhi and oth-
er parts of  northern India.

According to officials, the ar-
rests were made following a 
coordinated operation carried 
out by multiple intelligence 
and law enforcement agencies 
after receiving specific inputs 
about suspicious activities and 
possible terror plots. The ac-
cused were reportedly operat-
ing as part of  a larger network 
w i t h  c r o s s - b o r d e r 
connections.

Preliminary investigations 
suggest that the suspects were 
in touch with handlers based 
in Pakistan and were allegedly 
receiving instructions, logisti-
cal support, and funding 

through various channels. Se-
curity agencies believe the 
group was attempting to estab-
lish sleeper-cell operations and 
recruit local operatives for fu-
ture attacks.

Officials stated that the ar-
rested individuals were alleg-
edly planning to target crowd-
ed public places, important 
government installations, and 
sensitive locations in the na-
tional capital. Investigators 
are examining whether recon-
naissance activities had al-
ready been conducted at poten-
tial targets.

During the operation, agen-
cies reportedly recovered a sig-
nificant quantity of  incrimi-
nating material, including 
communication devices, docu-
ments, digital evidence, and 
items suspected to be linked to 
terror activities. The seized 
material is currently being ex-
amined by forensic and intel-
ligence experts.

Authorities have also alleged 

that the network had connec-
tions to individuals associated 
with Dawood Ibrahim’s crimi-
nal syndicate. Investigators be-
lieve these links may have 
been used to facilitate finan-
cial transactions, logistical ar-
rangements, and movement of  
operatives across different 
locations.

Security officials say the op-
eration prevented what could 
have been a serious threat to 
public safety. They emphasized 
that the arrests highlight con-
tinued efforts by hostile ele-
ments to destabilize the coun-
try through coordinated terror 
activities.

The accused are currently 
being interrogated, and agen-
cies are working to identify ad-
ditional members of  the net-
work. Investigators are also 
trying to determine the full 
extent of  the alleged conspira-
cy, including possible interna-
tional connections and fund-
ing sources.

The arrests come amid 
heightened security concerns 
and increased vigilance by in-
telligence agencies across the 
country. Authorities have in-
tensified surveillance and 
monitoring of  suspected ter-
ror modules following recent 
intelligence inputs regarding 
potential threats.

Officials stated that the in-
vestigation remains ongoing 
and that further arrests cannot 
be ruled out. Security agencies 
are also coordinating with oth-
er state police units and cen-
tral intelligence organizations 
to trace possible links to broad-
er terror networks operating 
across the region.

The operation is being 
viewed as a significant break-
through in India’s counter-ter-
ror efforts, with agencies 
claiming that timely intelli-
gence and coordinated action 
helped thwart a potentially 
dangerous plot before it could 
be executed.
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US Defence Secretary Calls India ‘Powerful’, Praises 
Military Modernisation at Shangri-La Dialogue

US Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth has praised India’s 
growing military strength and 
modernization efforts, de-
scribing the country as a 
“powerful” nation that is rap-
idly enhancing its defence ca-
pabilities. His remarks came 
during the Shangri-La Dia-
logue in Singapore, one of  
Asia’s most influential secu-
rity and defence forums.

Addressing delegates at the 
event, Hegseth highlighted In-
dia’s expanding military in-
frastructure, defence manu-
facturing capabilities, and 
strategic logistics network. He 
noted that India is steadily 
building the capacity required 
to support advanced military 
operations while strengthen-
ing its role as a key security 
player in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

The US defence chief  also 
emphasized the deepening 
strategic partnership between 
India and the United States. 
He pointed to ongoing collabo-
ration in defence technology, 
military training, and co-pro-
duction initiatives, describing 
the relationship as an impor-
tant pillar of  regional security 
and stability.

Hegseth’s comments came 
amid broader discussions on 

the evolving security land-
scape in Asia and growing 
concerns over China’s ex-
panding military influence. 
While discussing regional 
challenges, he stressed the im-
portance of  maintaining a 
free, open, and stable Indo-Pa-
cific and warned against any 
attempts to establish domi-
nance over the region.

He also urged countries 
across Asia to increase their 
d e f e n c e  s p e n d i n g  a n d 
strengthen their military pre-
paredness. According to Heg-
seth, regional security re-
quires a collective effort, with 
nations taking greater respon-
sibility for safeguarding their 
interests in an increasingly 
c o m p l e x  g e o p o l i t i c a l 
environment.

The Shangri-La Dialogue 
this year has focused exten-
sively on defence cooperation, 
military readiness, and shift-
ing power dynamics across 
the Indo-Pacific. Against this 
backdrop, Hegseth’s remarks 
underscored the growing im-
portance Washington places 
on India as a strate gic 
partner.

India has significantly ac-
celerated its military modern-
ization efforts in recent years, 
investing in advanced defence 

technologies, indigenous 
weapons systems, and en-
hanced operational capabili-
ties across its armed forces. 
T h e s e  i n i t i at ive s  h ave 
strengthened the country’s 
ability to respond to emerging 
security challenges while ex-
panding its influence in the 
region.

The praise from the US de-
fence secretary reflects the in-
creasingly close ties between 
New Delhi and Washington, 
particularly in areas such as 
defence cooperation, mari-
time security, intelligence 

sharing, and joint military 
exercises.

As geopolitical competition 
intensifies across the Indo-Pa-
cific, India’s growing military 
capabilities and strategic im-
portance are expected to play 
an increasingly significant 
role in shaping the region’s se-
curity architecture. Hegseth’s 
comments serve as another in-
dication of  the expanding 
partnership between the two 
democracies and their shared 
interest in maintaining stabil-
ity and security in the 
region.

Trump’s Doctor Advises Weight Loss and More 
Exercise Despite ‘Excellent Health’ Report

US President Donald Trump 
has been declared to be in “ex-
cellent health” following a 
comprehensive medical exam-
ination, though his physician 
has recommended that he lose 
weight and increase physical 
activity to maintain his long-
term well-being.

The health assessment was 
conducted at Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center 
and involved a series of  de-
tailed evaluations, including 
cardiovascular, neurological, 
and general health screenings. 
According to the report, the 
79-year-old president remains 
fully capable of  carrying out 
the demanding responsibili-
ties of  his office.

Doctors found that Trump’s 
heart, lungs, and neurological 
functions were all in good con-
dition. The report also noted 
that he performed exception-
ally well in cognitive testing, 
reinforcing the conclusion 
that he remains mentally fit 
and capable of  handling the 
pressures associated with the 
presidency.

Despite the largely positive 
findings, medical experts ad-
vised the president to focus on 
lifestyle improvements, par-
ticularly in relation to weight 
management and physical fit-
ness. Trump currently weighs 
approximately 238 pounds (108 
kilograms), placing him close 
to the obesity threshold based 
on body mass index measure-
ments. Physicians suggested 
that regular exercise and a 
healthier lifestyle could fur-
ther improve his overall health 
profile and reduce future 
risks.

The examination also identi-
fied a few minor health issues. 
Doctors noted slight swelling 
in his lower legs, which was 
linked to chronic venous in-
sufficiency, a condition that af-
fects blood circulation in the 
veins. However, they reported 
that the condition has im-
proved compared to previous 
evaluations and is being effec-
tively managed.

In addition, the report men-
tioned minor bruising on 
Trump’s hands, which doctors 
attributed to frequent hand-
shakes and the use of  aspirin. 
Medical professionals de-
scribed the bruising as harm-
less and not a cause for 
concern.

The release of  the health re-
port comes as public interest 
in the president’s physical con-
dition remains high. With 

Trump approaching his 80th 
birthday, questions about age, 
fitness, and stamina continue 
to attract attention from both 
supporters and critics.

Throughout his political ca-
reer, Trump has frequently 
emphasized his energy levels 
and active lifestyle. He has of-
ten pointed to his busy work 
schedule and regular partici-
pation in golf  as evidence of  
his physical fitness.

While the latest medical 
evaluation includes recom-
mendations for weight loss 
and increased exercise, the 
overall conclusion was over-
whelmingly positive. Doctors 
stated that Trump remains in 
strong physical and mental 
condition and is fully capable 
of  continuing to perform his 
duties as President of  the 
United States.

US-Iran Ceasefire Talks Gain Momentum 
as Trump Reviews Draft Agreement

The United States and Iran 
appear to be edging closer to 
a potential diplomatic break-
through, with President Don-
ald Trump reportedly review-
ing a draft agreement that 
could extend the current 
ceasefire and pave the way 
for broader negotiations be-
tween the two countries.

According to reports, nego-
tiators from both sides have 
reached a preliminary under-
standing on a proposed 60-
day extension of  the cease-
fire. However, the agreement 
is yet to receive final approv-
al from Trump, whose deci-
sion is expected to determine 
the next phase of  relations 
between Washington and 
Tehran.

The US president recently 
convened a high-level meet-
ing at the White House to as-
sess the proposed framework. 
Trump has repeatedly em-
phasized that any agreement 
must ensure that Iran does 
not develop nuclear weapons 
and that international ship-
ping through the Strait of  
H o r m u z  r e m a i n s 
uninterrupted.

The Strait of  Hormuz con-
tinues to be one of  the most 
sensitive issues in the nego-
tiations. As a vital global en-
ergy corridor through which 
a significant portion of  the 
world’s oil supply passes, any 
disruption in the region has 
immediate implications for 
international energy mar-
kets. Negotiators have report-
edly focused on restoring 
maritime stability, reducing 
military tensions, and creat-
ing conditions for wider dis-
cussions on security and nu-
clear-related concerns.

Despite progress in talks, 
several differences remain 

unresolved. Iranian officials 
have reportedly expressed 
reservations about certain 
aspects of  the proposed ar-
rangement and have rejected 
some claims made by US of-
ficials regarding the terms of  
the agreement. Tehran con-
tinues to maintain that its nu-
clear programme is intended 
for peaceful purposes and in-
sists on protecting its nation-
a l  i n t e r e s t s  d u r i n g 
negotiations.

The conflict between the 
two nations has witnessed pe-
riods of  heightened tension 
over recent months, includ-
ing military confrontations, 
naval incidents, and accusa-

tions of  ceasefire violations. 
These developments have 
complicated efforts to estab-
lish lasting peace and have 
underscored the fragile na-
ture of  the current truce.

At the same time, US offi-
cials have made it clear that 
while diplomacy remains 
their preferred option, mili-
tary measures remain on the 
table if  negotiations fail. 
This dual-track approach re-
flects Washington’s effort to 
maintain pressure while pur-
suing a political solution.

Global financial markets 
have responded positively to 
signs of  progress. Oil prices 
have eased from recent highs, 

and investors have welcomed 
indications that stability 
could return to one of  the 
world’s most strategically im-
portant regions.

As discussions continue, 
international attention re-
mains focused on whether 
the proposed ceasefire exten-
sion can evolve into a broader 
agreement addressing long-
standing disputes over re-
gional security and Iran’s nu-
clear programme. Trump’s 
final decision is expected to 
play a crucial role in deter-
mining whether the current 
momentum leads to lasting 
diplomatic progress or re-
newed tensions.

Ukraine Uses AI-Powered Drones to 
Disrupt Russian Supply Networks

Ukraine is increasingly de-
ploying artificial intelligence-
powered drones to target Russian 
supply routes, logistics hubs, am-
munition depots, and military 
infrastructure, highlighting the 
growing role of  advanced tech-
nology in modern warfare.

Military analysts say these 
next-generation drones are being 
used not only to destroy strategic 
assets but also to disrupt Russia’s 
ability to move troops, fuel, weap-
ons, and supplies to the front 
lines. By attacking critical logis-
tical networks, Ukraine aims to 
weaken operational efficiency 
and create challenges for Russian 
military planning.

The drones are capable of  op-
erating deep behind the battle-
field, striking targets located far 
from active combat zones. Their 
enhanced capabilities allow them 
to identify targets more effective-
ly, navigate complex environ-
ments, and carry out missions 
with greater precision than 
many traditional unmanned 
systems.

A key objective of  Ukraine’s 
strategy is to make Russian sup-
ply chains increasingly vulnera-
ble. Repeated attacks on trans-
port corridors, storage facilities, 
fuel depots, and command cent-
ers force military planners to re-
locate assets and adjust logistics 
routes, often resulting in longer 
delivery times and increased op-
erational costs.

Ukrainian authorities have re-
portedly expanded investment in 
drone technology over the past 

year, recognizing its growing im-
portance on the battlefield. The 
use of  artificial intelligence has 
improved the effectiveness of  
these systems by enabling faster 
data processing, improved target 
recognition, and more coordinat-
ed operations.

Experts note that AI-assisted 
drones can help operators make 
quicker decisions and, in some 
cases, allow groups of  drones to 
work together more efficiently. 
This capability has become par-
ticularly valuable in an environ-
ment where speed and adaptabil-
ity are critical to battlefield 
success.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict 
has increasingly become a test-
ing ground for drone warfare. 
Both sides have integrated un-
manned systems into their mili-
tary operations on an unprece-
dented scale, using them for 
surveillance, reconnaissance, 
precision strikes, and tactical 
support.

At the same time, Russia has 
also accelerated the development 

and deployment of  its own drone 
technologies, creating a rapidly 
evolving technological competi-
tion. As each side seeks to gain 
an advantage, innovation in un-
manned systems has become a 
defining feature of  the conflict.

Military observers believe the 
growing use of  AI-powered 
drones marks a significant shift 
in how wars are fought. Rather 
than relying solely on conven-
tional weapons and large-scale 
troop movements, modern mili-
taries are increasingly using in-
telligent autonomous systems to 
gather information, strike tar-
g e t s,  a n d  d i s r u p t  e n e my 
operations.

Ukraine’s expanding drone 
campaign demonstrates how 
emerging technologies are re-
shaping the battlefield, with lo-
gistics and supply networks be-
coming as important a target as 
frontline military positions. The 
trend is expected to influence 
military strategies worldwide as 
nations study the lessons emerg-
ing from the conflict.

Satellite Images Show China Expanding Infrastructure Near Nuclear Missile Silos
New satellite images have 

revealed that China is con-
structing extensive military 
infrastructure near several of  
its nuclear missile silo fields, 
highlighting the country’s on-
going efforts to modernize and 
strengthen its strategic nucle-
ar capabilities.

According to analysts who 
reviewed the images, the con-
struction includes launch 
pads, fortified bunkers, com-
mand-and-control facilities, 
communications centers, and 
support infrastructure located 
near key missile sites in re-
mote desert regions. The de-
velopments are seen as part of  
a broader effort to enhance the 
effectiveness and survivability 
of  China’s nuclear forces.

The satellite photographs 

reportedly show more than 80 
launch pads spread across the 
area. Experts believe these 
sites could support a range of  
military operations, including 
the deployment of  mobile mis-
sile launchers, air-defense sys-
tems, surveillance equipment, 
and electronic warfare assets. 
The facilities are connected 
through a growing network of  
roads and logistical infra-
structure designed to support 
rapid military operations.

One of  the most notable 
findings is the presence of  sev-
eral large octagon-shaped mil-
itary complexes near the mis-
sile fields. These installations 
appear to contain reinforced 
bunkers, operational head-
quarters, weapons storage fa-
cilities, and accommodation 

for personnel. Analysts sug-
gest that these complexes may 
serve as critical command 
hubs responsible for coordi-
nating strate gic missile 
activities.

The scale and pace of  con-
struction have attracted inter-
national attention because 
they indicate a significant ex-
pansion of  China’s nuclear-
related infrastructure. While 
China has traditionally main-
tained a relatively smaller nu-
clear arsenal compared to 
some other major powers, re-
cent developments suggest an 
increasing focus on strength-
ening its strategic deterrence 
capabilities.

	 Defence experts be-
lieve the new infrastructure is 
designed to improve the sur-

vivability of  China’s missile 
forces and ensure that they re-
main operational even during 
a potential conflict. By dis-
persing assets and building 
protected facilities, the mili-
tary can reduce vulnerability 
to enemy attacks and maintain 
a  c r e d i b l e  r e t a l i a t o r y 
capability.

	 China has consistent-
ly maintained that its nuclear 
policy is defensive in nature 
and that it adheres to a “no 
first use” doctrine, meaning it 
would not initiate a nuclear 
strike. However, the rapid ex-
pansion of  missile silos, 
launch facilities, and support-
ing infrastructure has led to 
growing scrutiny from secu-
rity analysts and governments 
around the world.

	 The construction ac-
tivity comes at a time of  in-
creasing geopolitical competi-
tion, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific region. Issues in-
volving regional security, mili-
tary modernization, and stra-
tegic deterrence have become 
central topics in global de-
fence discussions.

	 As satellite technolo-
gy continues to provide de-
tailed insights into military 
developments, China’s ex-
panding nuclear infrastruc-
ture is likely to remain a key 
focus for international observ-
ers. The latest images suggest 
that Beijing is investing heav-
ily in strengthening its long-
term strategic capabilities, po-
tentially reshaping the balance 
of  power in the years ahead.
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Markets End Weak Amid FII Selling; 
Rupee Extends Weekly Gains

Indian equity markets ended 
the week on a subdued note, 
with benchmarks closing lower 
amid sustained foreign institu-
tional investor (FII) selling and 
profit-booking in heavyweight 
stocks. Investor sentiment re-
mained cautious due to global 
uncertainties, including ongo-
ing geopolitical concerns and 
fluctuating crude oil prices.

During the holiday-shortened 
trading week, both the Sensex 
and Nifty remained under pres-
sure as selling by foreign inves-

tors continued to weigh on mar-
ke t  m o m e n t u m .  D e s p i t e 
intermittent buying support 
from domestic institutional in-
vestors, overall sentiment stayed 
fragile, leading to a weak close 
for the major indices.

Broader markets showed 
mixed perfor mance. While 
benchmark indices declined, 
midcap stocks managed to out-
perform slightly, even touching 
fresh highs during the week. 
Smallcap indices also saw selec-
tive buying interest, indicating 

that participation was not en-
tirely absent but remained 
stock-specific rather than 
broad-based.

Sectorally, the week witnessed 
a mixed trend. Certain segments 
such as capital goods, power, and 
telecom saw gains, while sectors 
like FMCG, healthcare, and en-
ergy came under pressure. This 
rotation reflected cautious posi-
tioning by investors amid uncer-
tainty over global cues and do-
mestic earnings visibility.

A key highlight of  the week 

was continued FII outflows, 
which added to market volatility. 
Foreign investors remained net 
sellers, booking profits in Indian 
equities, while domestic institu-
tional investors continued to 
provide partial support through 
sustained buying activity. How-
ever, the imbalance between for-
eign selling and domestic buy-
ing kept overall indices under 
pressure.

In contrast to the equity mar-
ket weakness, the Indian rupee 
continued to show relative 
strength, extending its gains for 
the second consecutive week. 
The currency appreciated 
against the US dollar, supported 
by easing crude oil prices, softer 
global dollar strength, and im-
proved risk sentiment. This di-
vergence between equity weak-
ness and currency strength 
highlighted the mixed signals in 
the broader financial markets.

Overall, the week reflected a 
cautious trading environment 
driven by external pressures 
and selective sector participa-
tion. While equities struggled 
under FII selling and profit-tak-
ing, the rupee’s resilience of-
fered a positive counterbalance, 
suggesting that macroeconomic 
sentiment remained stable even 
as short-term market volatility 
persisted.

NSE Extends F&O Trading Hours: Market 
Closing Time Revised from August 3

The National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) has announced 
a change in trading hours for 
the equity derivatives (Fu-
tures & Options or F&O) seg-
ment, extending the market 
closing time by 10 minutes.

From August 3, 2026, the 
F&O segment will now close 
at 3:40 pm instead of  the cur-
rent 3:30 pm. The move 
slightly lengthens the regu-
lar trading session and is 
aimed at improving trading 
efficiency and price discov-
ery in the derivatives 
market.

According to the revised 
structure, while the main 
trading hours will continue 
as usual for most of  the day, 
the final phase of  trading 
will now extend into a 10-min-
ute additional window. This 
change will apply specifical-
ly to the F&O segment and 
will not significantly alter 
t h e  b r o a d e r  m a r k e t 
schedule.

The pre-open session, regu-
lar trading hours, and post-
market operations will re-
main largely unchanged. The 
adjustment only affects the 

closing time of  the deriva-
tives segment, ensuring that 
traders get a slightly longer 
window for executing end-of-
day positions.

Market experts note that 
even small timing adjust-
ments in the derivatives seg-
ment can influence trading 
strategies, particularly for 
high-frequency traders and 
institutional participants 
who rely on last-hour price 
movements. The extension is 
expected to provide better 
alignment with end-session 
p r i c e  d i s c o v e r y 
mechanisms.

The NSE has implemented 
several structural changes in 
recent years to improve mar-
ket efficiency, transparency, 
and liquidity. This latest ad-
justment continues that 
trend by refining trading 
timelines without disrupting 
overall market functioning.

With the new timing, the 
final half-hour of  trading—
often considered crucial for 
volatility and price settle-
ment—will now extend a lit-
tle further, potentially allow-
ing smoother order flow and 
b e t t e r  c l o s i n g  p r i c e 
formation.

The revised schedule will 
come into effect from August 
3, 2026, marking a minor but 
notable change for India’s de-
rivatives trading ecosystem.

Mahindra Manulife Mutual Fund Enters 
SIF Space with “MPOWER SIF” Platform

Mahindra Manulife Mutual 
Fund has announced its entry 
into the newly introduced Spe-
cialized Investment Fund (SIF) 
category with the launch of  its 
“MPOWER SIF” platform, 
marking a strategic expansion 
beyond traditional mutual 
fund offerings.

The move places the fund 
house among early partici-
pants in India’s evolving SIF 
ecosystem, which has been de-
signed to bridge the gap be-
tween conventional mutual 
funds and more advanced in-
vestment structures such as 
portfolio management servic-
es. The SIF framework allows 
fund managers greater flexi-
bility to use a wider range of  
strategies, including deriva-
tives-based and hybrid ap-
proaches, while still operating 
under SEBI regulation.

With the MPOWER SIF plat-
form, Mahindra Manulife 
aims to introduce a suite of  
differentiated investment 
strategies across equity, debt, 
and hybrid segments. These 
strategies are expected to go 

beyond standard long-only 
mutual fund structures and 
may include long-short posi-
tions, sector-focused alloca-
tions, and dynamic asset man-
a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s 
d e p e n d i n g  o n  m a r k e t 
conditions.

According to the fund house, 
the launch is intended to meet 
the needs of  investors seeking 
more tailored and outcome-

oriented investment solutions. 
The idea is to offer products 
that can adapt more actively to 
changing market cycles while 
maintaining a structured risk 
management framework.

Industry observers note that 
the SIF category itself  is posi-
tioned as a middle layer be-
tween mutual funds and high-
n e t - w o r t h  i n v e s t m e n t 
products, offering relatively 

higher flexibility but also car-
rying higher risk compared to 
traditional funds. The mini-
mum investment threshold for 
SIFs is significantly higher 
than regular mutual funds, 
targeting more experienced 
a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  aw a r e 
investors.

Mahindra Manulife’s move 
reflects a broader trend in the 
asset management industry, 
where fund houses are in-
creasingly looking to diversify 
their product offerings in re-
sponse to evolving investor ex-
pectations and regulatory in-
novation. The MPOWER SIF 
platform is expected to roll out 
multiple strategies over time, 
covering a mix of  equity-driv-
e n  a n d  d e b t - o r i e n t e d 
approaches.

With this launch, the com-
pany strengthens its presence 
in India’s actively evolving in-
vestment landscape, signaling 
a shift toward more sophisti-
cated and strategy-driven fund 
offerings aimed at investors 
seeking beyond-vanilla mar-
ket exposure.

Companies Can Now Use Part of CSR 
Funds via Social Stock Exchange

	 The Indian govern-
ment has introduced a new re-
form allowing companies to de-
ploy a portion of  their Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
funds through the Social Stock 
Exchange (SSE), marking a sig-
nificant shift in how corporate 
p h i l a n t h r o p y  c a n  b e 
channelled.

Under the revised framework, 
companies will now be permit-
ted to allocate up to 10% of  their 
annual CSR expenditure into in-
struments issued by non-profit 
organisations that are listed on 
recognised Social Stock Ex-
changes. These instruments are 
typically structured as zero-cou-
pon, zero-principal securities 
designed to support social im-
pact projects rather than gener-
ate financial returns.

	 The move is aimed at 
strengthening the Social Stock 
Exchange ecosystem, which was 
created to connect social enter-
prises and non-profits with 
funding sources in a more struc-
tured and transparent manner. 
By allowing CSR participation 
through SSE-listed instruments, 
the government hopes to im-
prove funding access for organi-

sations working in areas such as 
education, healthcare, rural de-
velopment, environmental pro-
tection, and livelihood genera-
tion.Officials believe this 
change will help formalise and 
scale up philanthropic capital 
flows in India. Instead of  CSR 
spending being limited to direct 
donations or standalone pro-
jects, companies will now have 
an additional regulated channel 
that links their mandatory CSR 
obligations with measurable so-
cial impact investments.

	 The reform is also ex-
pected to bring greater account-
ability and traceability to CSR 
spending. Since Social Stock Ex-
change listings require disclo-
sure and compliance standards, 
funds routed through this mech-
anism are likely to be monitored 
more closely compared to tradi-
tional CSR allocations.Experts 
view this development as an im-
portant step toward integrating 
capital markets with social im-
pact financing. 			 
	 It may encourage more 
non-profit organisations to for-
malise their operations and 
seek listing on the SSE, thereby 
expanding the overall ecosys-

tem of  impact-driven investing 
in the country.

	 At the same time, the 
policy introduces a new layer of  
responsibility for companies, 
which will need to evaluate both 
compliance requirements and 
the effectiveness of  social in-
struments before allocating CSR 
funds through this route.Over-
all, the initiative reflects a 
broader effort to make CSR 
spending more structured, 
transparent, and outcome-ori-
ented, while also giving the So-
cial Stock Exchange a stronger 
role in India’s development fi-
nance landscape.

Dr. Reddy’s Marks 25 Years on 
NYSE with Closing Bell Ceremony

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories has 
been invited to ring the closing 
bell at the New York Stock Ex-
change (NYSE) to commemo-
rate 25 years since its listing 
on the exchange, marking a 
major milestone in the com-
pany’s global journey.

The Hyderabad-based phar-
maceutical company first list-
ed on the NYSE in April 2001, 
becoming the first Asian phar-
ma firm (outside Japan) to be 
listed on the prestigious US 
exchange. Since then, the com-
pany has expanded its pres-
ence across major global mar-
kets, including the United 
States, Europe, and emerging 
regions, building a strong in-
ternational footprint in gener-
ics, biosimilars, and active 
pharmaceutical ingredients.

The symbolic closing bell 
ceremony, scheduled at the 
NYSE headquarters in New 
York, is a recognition of  the 
company’s long-standing per-
formance, governance stand-
ards, and sustained global 
growth over a quarter century. 
Senior leadership from Dr. 
Reddy’s, including top execu-
tives and board members, is 
expected to attend the event.

The company has stated that 

the milestone reflects not only 
its successful listing history 
but also its continued commit-
ment to delivering affordable 
medicines and expanding ac-
cess to healthcare worldwide. 
Over the years, Dr. Reddy’s has 
evolved from a domestic phar-
maceutical player into a glob-
ally integrated healthcare 
company with operations 
s p a n n i n g  m u l t i p l e 
continents.

The NYSE closing bell is of-
ten used to honor major corpo-
rate achievements, anniversa-
ries, and market milestones. 
For Dr. Reddy’s, the event un-
derscores its position as one of  
India’s prominent multina-

tional pharmaceutical compa-
nies with a long-standing pres-
e n c e  i n  g l o b a l  c a p i t a l 
markets.

The celebration comes at a 
time when the company con-
tinues to focus on growth in 
complex generics, specialty 
medicines, and expansion in 
regulated markets, reinforcing 
its strategy of  innovation-led 
international growth.

Overall, the ceremony high-
lights Dr. Reddy’s 25-year jour-
ney on Wall Street and its evo-
l u t i o n  i n t o  a  g l o b a l l y 
recognized pharmaceutical 
brand with sustained investor 
trust and operational reach 
across the world. 

Wall Street Dumps Crash Hedges as 
Most-Shorted Stocks Surge 30%

Wall Street witnessed a 
sharp and unusual market 
shift as investors rapidly un-
wound protective positions 
against a potential market 
crash, while heavily shorted 
stocks rallied strongly, in 
some cases jumping as much 
as 30%.

According to market re-
ports, the cost of  protecting 
portfolios against a routine 
market decline has fallen to its 
lowest level since early 2025. 
At the same time, insurance 
against a sudden market crash 
has also dropped to its lowest 
point this year, signaling 
growing confidence among 
traders that extreme down-
side risks have eased in the 
near term.

As investors rushed to exit 
so-called “crash hedges,” vola-
tility-linked strategies and 
protective derivatives saw re-
duced demand. This unwind-
ing of  defensive positions con-
tributed to unusual price 
movements across certain 
segments of  the market.

In contrast, stocks that are 
heavily shorted—those that 
traders had bet would fall in 
value—experienced a strong 

upward move, with gains 
reaching up to 30% in some 
cases. This rally suggests a 
short squeeze-like environ-
ment, where rising prices 
force short sellers to buy back 
shares to cover their posi-
tions, further amplifying the 
upward momentum.

Market analysts note that 
such sharp moves often occur 
when positioning becomes 
crowded on one side of  the 
trade. When too many inves-
tors are betting on downside 
protection or falling stock 

prices, even a modest shift in 
sentiment can trigger rapid 
reversals.

The broader backdrop in-
cludes ongoing volatility in 
global markets, where inves-
tors have been balancing con-
cerns about economic growth, 
interest rates, and geopolitical 
risks against strong corporate 
earnings and resilient liquid-
ity conditions. However, the 
latest moves suggest that near-
term fear has eased, prompt-
ing traders to reduce hedges 
and take on more risk.

At the same time, the surge 
in shorted stocks highlights 
the risks of  over-concentrated 
bearish bets. When sentiment 
shifts unexpectedly, short po-
sitions can become costly, forc-
ing rapid covering that accel-
erates price spikes.

Overall, the episode reflects 
a market in transition—mov-
ing away from defensive posi-
tioning and toward increased 
risk appetite, even as underly-
ing uncertainties remain in 
t h e  g l o b a l  f i n a n c i a l 
landscape.
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American Couple’s 10 Lakh, 30-Day Indian Odyssey Across 13 Cities Wins Hearts Online
An American couple’s month-

long journey through India has 
recently drawn attention online 
for its scale, planning, and the 
cultural depth they experienced 
along the way. Spending nearly 
₹10 lakh, the duo travelled across 
13 cities in 30 days, capturing 
the diversity of  India’s land-
scapes, traditions, food, and 
heritage in a single continuous 
trip.

T h e  c o u p l e  re p o r t e d ly 
planned the journey as an im-
mersive cultural experience 
rather than a typical holiday. In-
stead of  limiting themselves to 
a single region, they designed 
an extensive itinerary that al-
lowed them to explore India 
from north to south and east to 

west, covering both metropoli-
tan hubs and culturally rich 
smaller towns.

Their travel route included a 
mix of  popular tourist destina-
tions as well as lesser-explored 
cities. Each stop added a differ-
ent layer to their understanding 
of  the country—ranging from 
historic monuments and spirit-
ual centers to bustling markets 
and modern urban landscapes. 
This blend of  experiences gave 
them a broad perspective on In-
dia’s contrasts and unity.

One of  the highlights of  their 
journey was the variety of  re-
gional cuisines they sampled 
along the way. From street food 
in busy city lanes to traditional 
meals in local households and 

restaurants, the couple em-
braced India’s culinary diver-
sity. They also interacted with 
locals frequently, often sharing 
that these conversations be-
came some of  the most memora-
ble parts of  their trip.

Traveling across such a wide 
geographic range in a short 
span of  time came with its chal-
lenges. Constant movement, 
long travel hours, and adjusting 
to different climates and envi-
ronments tested their endur-
ance. However, they reportedly 
viewed these challenges as part 
of  the adventure rather than ob-
stacles.The estimated cost of  
around ₹10 lakh covered trans-
portation, accommodation, 
food, guided experiences, and 

internal travel between cities. 
Despite the budget, the couple 
emphasized that the richness of  
experiences far outweighed the 
expenses involved.Their jour-
ney has since gained attention 
on social media, where many 
users praised their curiosity 
and willingness to explore India 
beyond conventional tourist 
routes. Others highlighted how 
such trips help showcase the 
country’s diversity to a global 
audience.Ultimately, their 30-
day expedition stands out as an 
example of  experiential trav-
el—where the focus is not just 
on destinations, but on the sto-
ries, people, and cultures en-
c o u n t e r e d  a 
long the way.

From IT Desk to Auto Driver: Woman Earns 
60,000 a Month After Quitting Corporate Job

In a story that is resonat-
ing widely on social me-
dia, a woman’s bold career 
switch from a high-pres-
sure IT job to driving an 
auto-rickshaw has sparked 
conversations about suc-
cess, happiness, and work-
life balance.

According to reports, the 
woman had worked in the 
IT sector for around nine 
years, holding a manage-
rial position in a corporate 
environment. Despite the 
stability and prestige that 
came with the role, she re-
portedly experienced con-
stant stress and mental 
pressure due to work de-
mands and corporate ex-
pectations. Over time, this 
dissatisfaction led her to 
rethink her career path.

Eventually, she made the 
unconventional decision 
to leave her IT job and 
start driving an auto-rick-
shaw. What makes her sto-
ry particularly striking is 
not just the career shift it-
self, but the financial inde-
pendence she has main-
tained after the change. 
She now reportedly earns 
around ₹60,000 per month 
through her work as an 
auto driver.Her journey 
came into the spotlight af-
ter a Dubai-based entre-
preneur shared a chance 
encounter with her during 
a ride. The entrepreneur 
described the woman as 
confident, well-dressed, 
and content with her life 
choices. During their con-
versation, the driver spoke 

about her past experience 
in IT and the reasons be-
hind her decision to quit.
She explained that while 
her corporate job offered 
good pay and status, it also 
came with long hours, con-
stant pressure, and stress 
that affected her overall 
well-being. In contrast, 
driving an auto has given 
her a sense of  independ-
ence, flexibility, and peace 
of  mind. She emphasized 
that her current life, 
though unconventional by 
societal standards, feels 

far more satisfying.
The story quickly went 

viral on social media, with 
users sharing mixed reac-
tions. Many praised her 
courage to step away from 
a secure job in pursuit of  
mental peace, while others 
viewed her journey as an 
example of  how defini-
tions of  success are chang-
ing in modern times.Her 
experience has also reig-
nited discussions about 
burnout in corporate jobs, 
especially in high-pres-
sure sectors like IT, where 

long working hours and 
mental strain are common 
concerns. Many users re-
lated to her story, saying it 
reflects a growing desire 
among professionals to 
prioritize mental health 
over traditional career 
ambitions.Ultimately, her 
journey highlights a pow-
erful message: success is 
not defined solely by job 
titles or salaries, but also 
by personal happiness, 
peace of  mind, and the 
freedom to choose a life 
that feels right.

“January Took My Job, May Gave Me My Confidence 
Back”: Techie Celebrates First Salary After Layoff

A tech professional’s emotion-
al post about receiving his first 
salary after being laid off  in 
January has gone viral on social 
media, striking a chord with 
many users who have faced sim-
ilar career setbacks.

The developer shared his ex-
perience on Reddit, revealing 
that the last few months had 
been extremely challenging af-
ter he unexpectedly lost his job. 
What followed, he said, was a 
difficult phase filled with in-
tense interview preparation, re-
peated rejections, and constant 
self-doubt. Despite the setbacks, 
he continued preparing through 

coding practice, system design 
learning, and technical inter-
view rounds.According to his 
post, the breakthrough came 
when he finally secured a role at 
a product-based company. The 
opportunity not only ended his 
months of  uncertainty but also 
came with a salary hike higher 
than what he had expected ear-
lier in his career journey.

The most emotional moment 
for him, however, was not just 
getting the job offer—but seeing 
his first salary credited after 
months of  unemployment. He 
described the moment as more 
than financial relief, calling it 

proof  that persistence and con-
sistency eventually pay off.

“Today, this salary isn’t just 
money. It’s proof  that consist-
ency pays off,” he wrote, reflect-
ing on how the difficult period 
ultimately helped him grow 
both professionally and person-
ally.He also credited the online 
developer community for sup-
porting him during the toughest 
phase of  his job search. Since he 
had not shared his layoff  openly 
with friends or extended family, 
he relied heavily on anonymous 
online discussions for advice, 
motivation, and emotional sup-
port.The post quickly gained 
traction, with many users con-
gratulating him and sharing 
similar stories of  layoffs, recov-
ery, and career comebacks. Sev-
eral commenters highlighted 
how common job insecurity has 
become in the tech industry and 
how resilience plays a key role 
in bouncing back.

Ending his post on a hopeful 
note, the techie summed up his 
journey with a powerful line: 
“January took away my job. 
May gave me my confidence 
back.”The story continues to 
resonate online as an example 
of  how setbacks—though pain-
ful—can sometimes lead to 
stronger opportunities and re-
newed self-belief.

“America Taught Us Time Management”: 
Expat Compares Work Culture in US and India

An Indian professional liv-
ing in the United States has 
sparked online discussion af-
ter sharing his observations 
on the differences between 
work culture in America and 
India, particularly in relation 
to discipline, productivity, 
and time management.

In a social media post, the 
expat explained that working 
in the US significantly 
changed how he views effi-

ciency at the workplace. He 
described how American of-
fices often begin very early in 
the morning, with many em-
ployees starting work around 
6:30 am. By the middle of  the 
day, a large portion of  sched-
uled tasks is usually complet-
ed, allowing for an early 
wrap-up in many cases.

He contrasted this with In-
dia’s work environment, 
where the day typically starts 

later and gradually picks up 
pace. According to him, while 
US employees are often near-
ing the end of  their workday, 
many Indian offices are still 
actively engaged in meetings, 
discussions, and ongoing 
tasks well into the later 
hours.The professional clari-
fied that his comparison was 
not meant as criticism of  ei-
ther country, but rather as an 
observation of  different 

working styles. He said that 
while the US helped him de-
velop a strong sense of  disci-
pline and structured time 
management, India contrib-
uted to his understanding of  
flexibility, adaptability, and 
interpersonal relationships 
at work.His comments quick-
ly went viral, drawing mixed 
reactions from social media 
users. Some agreed that the 
American work culture pro-
motes better productivity 
through fixed schedules and 
early starts, while others de-
fended the Indian system, 
pointing out that its flexibil-
ity and informal work envi-
ronment also have their own 
advantages.The post has also 
reignited a broader conversa-
tion about global workplace 
cultures, especially among 
professionals who have 
worked in multiple countries. 
Many users noted that expe-
riences vary widely depend-
ing on the industry, company, 
and role, making it difficult 
to generalize any one system 
as superior.Ultimately, the 
discussion highlights how ex-
posure to different cultures 
shapes professional outlooks. 
Rather than ranking one sys-
tem above another, the com-
parison reflects how both In-
dia and the United States 
offer distinct lessons in bal-
ancing productivity, struc-
ture, and human connection 
at work.

“Senior Adobe Director Seeks Job Referrals 
for Son After Campus Offer Is Revoked”

A senior executive at Adobe 
has drawn widespread atten-
tion online after seeking job re-
ferrals for his son, whose cam-
pus placement of fer was 
recently revoked by a tech com-
pany.According to a social me-
dia post that went viral, the 
Adobe director explained that 
his son, a computer engineering 
graduate, had initially secured 
a job through campus recruit-
ment at a leading technology 
firm. However, the offer was 
later withdrawn as part of  
broader cancellations affecting 
multiple students.Following the 
setback, the father turned to his 
professional network for sup-
port, requesting referrals and 
job opportunities for his son. He 
mentioned that his son is active-
ly looking for a full-time soft-
ware engineering role in India 
and is open to opportunities 
across companies. He also of-
fered to share his son’s resume 
and connect directly with po-

tential recruiters.
The post highlighted the un-

certainty currently faced by 
fresh engineering graduates, 
many of  whom rely heavily on 
campus placements to begin 
their careers. With several com-
panies reportedly revoking or 
delaying offers due to restruc-
turing and changing business 
conditions, job security for new 
entrants has become increas-
ingly fragile.The director’s ap-
peal struck a chord on social 
media, where users expressed a 
mix of  empathy and concern. 
Many professionals acknowl-
edged the difficulty of  the cur-
rent job market, especially in 
the tech sector, where hiring cy-
cles have become unpredictable. 
Some users also offered to help 
or connect the candidate with 
available opportunities.

At the same time, the post 
sparked a broader discussion 
about the challenges of  campus 
placements in India. While cam-

pus recruitment has tradition-
ally been seen as a reliable en-
try point into the tech industry, 
recent trends show increasing 
volatility, with companies revis-
ing hiring plans even after issu-
ing offers.The situation has also 
raised questions about how stu-
dents and families cope when 
expected job opportunities sud-
denly disappear, especially after 
years of  academic preparation 
aimed at securing such roles.
Despite the disappointment, the 
post reflects a growing reality 
in the tech ecosystem—where 
adaptability, networking, and 
continuous skill development 
are becoming as important as 
formal campus placements in 
building a career.The story con-
tinues to resonate widely, high-
lighting both the pressures 
faced by fresh graduates and the 
lengths to which families and 
professionals go to support 
them in an uncertain job 
landscape.
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RCB vs GT IPL 2026 Final: Aggressive RCB Aim 
to Tame Strong Gujarat Titans in Title Clash

Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru (RCB) are set to face Guja-
rat Titans (GT) in the IPL 2026 
final in what promises to be a 
high-intensity battle between 
two of  the tournament’s most 
consistent teams this season.

RCB enter the final with an 
aggressive and dominant ap-
proach, riding high on confi-
dence after a commanding per-
formance in the playoffs. Their 
explosive batting lineup and 
improved bowling attack have 
played a key role in their jour-
ney to the summit clash. Un-
der captain Rajat Patidar, the 
team has shown a fearless 
mindset, especially in the pow-
erplay and death overs, mak-
ing them one of  the most dan-
g e r o u s  s i d e s  i n  t h e 
competition.

A standout feature of  RCB’s 
campaign has been their abil-
ity to post and chase big totals. 
Their top order, featuring ex-
perienced match-winners and 
in-form batters, has consist-
ently provided strong starts, 
allowing the middle order to 
accelerate without pressure. 
Their bowling unit has also 
stepped up at crucial mo-
ments, delivering break-
throughs in high-pressure 
situations.

On the other hand, Gujarat 
Titans have once again proven 
their consistency and resil-
ience. Led by Shubman Gill, 
GT have combined solid top-

order batting with a disci-
plined bowling attack. Their 
ability to recover from set-
backs and dominate in key 
matches has helped them 
reach yet another IPL final in 
a short span of  time since 
their introduction into the 
league.

GT’s strength lies in their 
balanced squad composition. 
Their batting unit has been an-
chored by consistent perfor-
mances from their top-order 

players, while their bowling 
attack has been effective in 
controlling runs during the 
middle overs. The Titans have 
also shown the ability to chase 
down challenging targets, 
making them a formidable op-
ponent in any conditions.

The final is expected to be a 
tactical battle between RCB’s 
aggressive style and GT’s 
structured, all-round stability. 
While RCB will rely on mo-
mentum and explosive batting, 

GT will look to counter with 
disciplined bowling and calcu-
lated batting partnerships.

Both teams have already 
faced each other in high-stakes 
matches this season, adding 
further intensity to the final 
showdown. With form, strate-
gy, and temperament all play-
ing crucial roles, the IPL 2026 
final sets the stage for a thrill-
ing contest as RCB aim for glo-
ry and GT look to reclaim the 
title.

“Best Batting Pair in IPL History”: Ex-India 
Star Hails Gill–Sudharsan Partnership

Gujarat Titans’ opening 
duo Shubman Gill and Sai 
Sudharsan are once again in 
the spotlight after receiving 
high praise from former India 
cricketer Irfan Pathan, who 
described them as the “best 
batting pair in IPL history.”

Pathan’s remarks come 
amid an outstanding IPL 2026 
season for the Gujarat Titans 
pair, who have consistently 
delivered strong starts at the 
top of  the order. Their ability 
to build long partnerships, ro-
tate strike efficiently, and ac-
celerate when needed has 
made them one of  the most 
reliable opening combina-
tions in the tournament.

The duo’s latest perfor-
mance in the playoffs further 
strengthened their reputa-
tion, as they stitched together 
another impactful partner-
ship while guiding Gujarat 
Titans into the final. Their 
understanding between the 
wickets and complementary 
playing styles—Gill’s con-
trolled stroke play alongside 
Sudharsan’s steady accumu-
lation—has been a key factor 
in GT’s batting dominance.

According to Pathan, what 
sets them apart is their con-
sistency across multiple sea-
sons and their ability to con-
vert starts into match-defining 
partnerships. He highlighted 
that the pair has repeatedly 
delivered 50-plus and 100-run 

stands, often laying the foun-
dation for big team totals un-
der pressure situations.

Their record has placed 
them alongside some of  the 
most celebrated batting com-
binations in IPL history. How-
ever, Pathan emphasized that 
Gill and Sudharsan stand out 
due to the frequency and reli-
ability of  their partnerships 
rather than just isolated 
performances.

The discussion around 
their greatness has intensi-
fied as Gujarat Titans contin-
ue their strong run in IPL 
2026. The franchise has bene-
fited significantly from their 
stability at the top, allowing 
the middle order to play with 
freedom and the bowling at-
tack to defend competitive 
totals.

Cricket analysts have also 
noted that the pair’s success 
is built on balance rather 
than aggression alone. Gill of-
ten anchors the innings while 
Sudharsan provides con-
trolled aggression, making 
them effective across differ-
ent match situations and 
conditions.

As Gujarat Titans prepare 
for the final, expectations re-
main high on the opening 
pair to once again provide a 
solid foundation. Their form 
will be crucial if  GT are to se-
cure another IPL title.

With praise pouring in 
from former players and con-
sistent performances on the 
field, the Gill–Sudharsan 
partnership continues to be 
one of  the defining stories of  
IPL 2026.

Sangakkara’s Blunt Reply to Riyan Parag’s 
Post-Match Comment Sparks Buzz

Kumar Sangakkara’s sharp 
and straightforward response 
to Riyan Parag’s post-match re-
mark has become a talking 
point in IPL 2026, after a mo-
ment of  on-field candour led to 
an unexpected reaction from 
the Rajasthan Royals’ head 
coach.

The incident reportedly took 
place after Rajasthan Royals’ 
recent playoff  match, where 
emotions were running high 
following a hard-fought con-
test. Riyan Parag, speaking in 
the post-match interaction, 
made a remark that caught at-
tention in the dressing room 
and among viewers for its unu-
sual tone and timing.

When the comment reached 
team management, Sangakka-
ra responded in his character-
istic calm but firm manner. His 
“unfiltered” reply, as described 
by those familiar with the ex-
change, left players and sup-
port staff  momentarily sur-
prised, with many interpreting 
it as a direct reminder about 
discipline and communication 
standards within the team 
environment.

Known for his composed 
leadership style, Sangakkara 
did not escalate the situation 
publicly but addressed the 
matter internally, reinforcing 
the importance of  measured 

statements after matches—es-
pecially during high-pressure 
knockout games where emo-
tions often run high.

The exchange has since gone 
viral among fans, with social 
media users debating both Par-
ag’s comment and Sangakka-
ra’s response. While some 
viewed it as a light-hearted 
misunderstanding born out of  
competitive intensity, others 
felt it reflected the pressure 
cooker atmosphere of  IPL play-
offs, where every word is close-
ly scrutinized.

This is not the first time San-

gakkara has been in the spot-
light this season for his candid 
views on team matters. The 
former Sri Lanka captain has 
previously addressed issues re-
lated to player discipline, com-
munication, and professional-
ism,  of ten  emphasizing 
accountability within the Ra-
jasthan Royals setup.

Riyan Parag, who has had a 
notable season as captain, con-
tinues to be a central figure for 
the franchise, both for his on-
field performances and leader-
ship role. Moments like these, 
while controversial, highlight 

the growing responsibilities 
on younger captains navigat-
ing high-stakes tournaments.

As Rajasthan Royals pro-
gress through the season, the 
focus is expected to remain 
firmly on team performance, 
with management likely keen 
to ensure that internal discus-
sions remain private and do 
not distract from on-field goals.

The exchange, while brief, 
has added another layer of  dra-
ma to IPL 2026—where even 
post-match comments are now 
capable of  sparking wide-
spread debate.

“IPL Bias” Row Around Ajit Agarkar After India 
Squad Selection for Afghanistan Series

A fresh controversy has 
erupted around the Indian 
cricket selection committee 
headed by Ajit Agarkar, with 
allegations of  “IPL bias” sur-
facing after the announcement 
of  India’s squad for the upcom-
ing series against Afghanistan. 
The debate has been triggered 
by former cricketers and ana-
lysts who have questioned 
some of  the key inclusions and 
exclusions in the team.

The criticism mainly re-
volves around the omission of  
several in-form domestic per-
formers and the continued 
backing of  players with strong 
IPL reputations. One former 
India player expressed frustra-
tion over the selection calls, 
suggesting that the committee 
is placing too much weight on 
IPL performances while over-

looking consistent performers 
from domestic cricket.

The discussion intensified 
after India named a squad fea-
turing senior players such as 
Rohit  Shar ma alongside 
younger names like Shubman 
Gill, while leaving out several 
promising youngsters and do-
mestic standouts. Critics argue 
that this approach sends mixed 
signals about selection priori-
ties, especially when players 
performing well in the IPL or 
domestic circuit are left out 
without clear explanation.

The former cricketer also 
questioned whether the selec-
tion process is being influ-
enced by IPL visibility, sug-
g e s t i n g  t h at  c o n s i s t e n t 
domestic performers are not 
being rewarded equally. This 
sentiment has been echoed in 

broader cricket circles, where 
debates over “IPL vs domestic 
cricket weightage” have per-
sisted for years.

Supporters of  the selection 
committee, however, argue 
that team selection is based on 
a combination of  form, experi-
ence, fitness, and long-term 
planning rather than IPL per-
formance alone. They also 
point out that India’s squad for 
the Afghanistan series in-
cludes a mix of  established 
players and new faces, indicat-
ing an attempt to balance sta-
bility with transition.

The controversy comes at a 
time when Ajit Agarkar, as 
chief  selector, has already 
faced scrutiny for several bold 
calls in recent months. These 
include the omission of  cer-
tain experienced players and 
the inclusion of  relatively new 
names based on recent form 
and team strategy.

Despite the criticism, the se-
lection committee has main-
tained that decisions are made 
collectively with the coaching 
staff  and are aligned with In-
dia’s long-term cricketing 
roadmap.

As debates continue to grow 
on social media and among for-
mer players, the “IPL bias” dis-
cussion has once again high-
lighted the ongoing tension in 
Indian cricket between domes-
tic consistency and IPL-driven 
reputation, with no clear con-
sensus on the ideal selection 
balance.

Zee Nears Cut-Price Deal With FIFA for 2026 World Cup Broadcast Rights in India
Zee Entertainment is re-

portedly close to finalising a 
deal with FIFA to acquire 
the media rights for broad-
casting the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup in India, marking a ma-
jor development in the long-
pending negotiations over 
one of  the world’s biggest 
sporting events.

According to sources, the 
agreement is now in its final 
stages and is expected to be 
announced soon. The deal is 
believed to be valued at 
around USD 30–35 million, 
significantly lower than ear-
lier expectations, reflecting 
the muted bidding environ-
ment in the Indian market 
for global football rights.

If  finalised, Zee will 
broadcast and stream all 
World Cup matches in India 
through its television sports 
network as well as its digital 
platform, with multi-lan-
guage coverage expected to 
cater to a wide audience 
across the country. The ar-
rangement would ensure 
that Indian football fans fi-

nally have a confirmed plat-
form to watch the tourna-
ment, after months of  
uncertainty re garding 
broadcast availability.

The development comes 
after other major players, 
including Reliance-Disney’s 
JioStar and Sony Pictures 
Networks India, either with-
drew from the bidding pro-
cess or chose not to submit 
final offers. This left Zee as 
the frontrunner in the race 
for India’s World Cup media 
rights.

Industry reports suggest 
that FIFA initially sought 
much higher valuations for 
the Indian market, but de-
clining broadcaster inter-
est, cost concerns, and 
weaker advertising projec-
tions led to revised expecta-
tions. As a result, the final 
deal value is far below his-
torical benchmarks for such 
a  m a r q u e e  g l o b a l 
tournament.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup, 
scheduled to be held across 
the United States, Canada, 

and Mexico, will feature an 
expanded format with 48 
teams and 104 matches, 
making it one of  the largest 
editions in the tourna-
ment’s history. For broad-
casters, securing rights to 
such an event is considered 
strategically important de-
s p i t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l 
challenges.

	 If  the agreement is 
officially confirmed, it will 
mark Zee’s return to major 
global sports broadcasting 
and strengthen its push into 
sports content in India. The 
company has already been 
expanding its sports portfo-
lio, and the World Cup 
rights would significantly 
boost its visibility in the 
competitive Indian media 
landscape.

	 With the announce-
ment expected soon, the 
deal could end months of  
speculation and ensure a 
clear viewing path for mil-
lions of  football fans across 
India for the 2026 World 
Cup.
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The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has officially approved a 
temporary increase in cinema 
ticket prices for Ram Charan’s 
upcoming film Peddi, along 
with permission for paid pre-
miere shows ahead of  its re-
lease. The decision has been 
welcomed by the film’s team 
and exhibitors, as it is expected 
to boost early box office collec-
tions for one of  the most antici-
pated Telugu releases of  the 
year.

As per the government order, 
Peddi will have special paid 
premiere shows scheduled on 
June 3 at 8 PM, a day before its 
worldwide theatrical release 
on June 4. The ticket price for 
these premiere shows has been 
fixed at ₹600, inclusive of  GST. 
These early screenings are ex-
pected to generate strong pre-
release buzz and help gauge 
audience response before the 
official release.

In addition to the premiere 
shows, the government has 
also granted permission for an 
increased ticket pricing struc-
ture during the initial release 
period. This revised pricing 

will remain in effect for the 
first 10 days of  the film’s theat-
rical run.

Under the new structure, 
single-screen theatres are al-
lowed to increase ticket prices 
by ₹100 per ticket, while multi-
plexes can raise prices by ₹125 
per ticket, both inclusive of  
GST. The temporary hike is 
aimed at helping producers 
and distributors maximize rev-
enue during the crucial open-
ing phase, which is often con-

sidered vital for big-budget 
films with high expectations.

The order further allows the-
atres to conduct up to five 
shows per day during the pro-
motional pricing period. This 
additional flexibility is expect-
ed to help exhibitors accommo-
date higher demand, especially 
during weekends and peak 
viewing hours when audience 
turnout is typically stronger.

Peddi, directed by BuchiBa-
bu Sana, is a sports action dra-

ma featuring Ram Charan in 
the lead role, with Janhvi Ka-
poor playing the female lead. 
The film also includes a nota-
ble supporting cast and is be-
ing produced on a large scale 
with significant investment in 
production values, action se-
quences, and technical quality.
Industry analysts point out 
that such temporary ticket 
hikes are commonly approved 
for major star-led films in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na, particularly when there is 
strong anticipation and ad-
vance booking demand. How-
ever, these hikes are strictly 
time-bound and revert to 
standard pricing after the ini-
tial release window.

With the government’s ap-
proval now in place, the mak-
ers are expected to intensify 
promotional activities and 
open advance bookings shortly. 
The announcement has fur-
ther heightened expectations 
around the film, which is al-
ready generating considerable 
attention in the Telugu film in-
dustry and among fans of  Ram 
Charan.

AP Government Approves Temporary Ticket 
Hike for Ram Charan’s ‘Peddi’ Ahead of Release

 Veteran actor JagapathiBa-
bu has given an exciting up-
date about the blockbuster 
Pushpa franchise, confirming 
that he will be seen in the up-
coming Pushpa 3: The Ram-
page. The actor revealed this 
during recent media interac-
tions while promoting his film 
Peddi, where he also spoke 
about his experience working 
with director Sukumar.

JagapathiBabu shared that 
his role in Pushpa 2: The Rule 
was reduced due to runtime 
constraints, which limited his 
screen presence despite being 
part of  the high-profile project. 
However, he said director Su-
kumar personally assured him 
that his character would be 
given greater importance in 
the next installment of  the 
franchise.

According to the actor, Suku-
mar had promised to “make it 
up” to him in the third part, 
which led to his confirmation 
that he will continue his role in 
Pushpa 3. This statement has 
effectively confirmed his re-
turn to the franchise, which 
stars Allu Arjun in the lead 
role as Pushpa Raj.

The Pushpa series, directed 
by Sukumar, has become one 
of  the biggest pan-India film 
franchises in recent years. The 
first film, Pushpa: The Rise, re-
leased in 2021 and became a 
massive success, followed by 
Pushpa 2: The Rule in 2024, 
which continued the story of  
PushpaRaj’s rise in the red san-
dalwood smuggling world. The 
third installment, titled Push-
pa 3: The Rampage, is already 
in development and is expected 
to conclude the planned 
trilogy.

Industry reports and earlier 
confirmations from the film’s 
team suggest that Pushpa 3 
will further expand the sto-
ryline, focusing on the continu-
ation of  PushpaRaj’s journey 
after the events of  the second 
film. The franchise has consist-

ently featured a strong ensem-
ble cast, with JagapathiBabu 
playing a significant support-
ing role in the second part.

JagapathiBabu’s confirma-
tion has further increased an-
ticipation around the film, es-
pecially among fans who are 
eager to see how Sukumar 
plans to conclude the high-oc-
tane action saga. While pro-
duction timelines are yet to be 
officially announced, expecta-
tions for Pushpa 3 remain ex-
tremely high following the re-
cord-breaking success of  the 
earlier films.

With this update, the Pushpa 
universe continues to expand, 
strengthening its position as 
one of  the most popular and 
commercially successful fran-
chises in Indian cinema.

JagapathiBabu Confirms Return in 
‘Pushpa 3’, Reveals Sukumar’s Promise

After the successful collabo-
ration on Samajavaragamana, 
actor Sree Vishnu and director 
Ram Abbaraju have reunited 
for their second project, which 
is now progressing at a fast 
pace. The duo, known for deliv-
ering entertaining comedy-driv-
en content, is once again aiming 
to recreate the same magic with 
this new venture.

The film’s shoot is currently 
moving forward briskly, with 
two major schedules already 
completed. The production 
team is said to be working on an 
efficient timeline, ensuring that 
filming continues without ma-
jor delays. The cast and crew 
are reportedly enjoying the pro-
cess, and the on-set atmosphere 
is described as lively, with the 
team confident about the film’s 
entertainment value.The pro-
ject has been written by Bhan-
uBhogavarapu and NanduSa-
virigana, who also contributed 
to the writing of  Samajavaraga-
mana. Their involvement has 
further raised expectations, as 
the earlier collaboration be-
tween the writers, director Ram 
Abbaraju, and Sree Vishnu re-

sulted in a well-received comedy 
entertainer.The film is being 
produced under the banner of  
Mythri Movie Makers, one of  
the leading production houses 
in Telugu cinema, known for 
backing big-budget and content-
driven films. Producers Naveen 
Yerneni and Y. Ravi Shankar 
are overseeing the project.Apart 
from Sree Vishnu, the film also 
features Vennela Kishore and 
Sudarshan in key roles, both of  
whom are popular for their 
comic timing and supporting 
performances in Telugu films. 
Their inclusion suggests that 
the film will lean heavily into 
the comedy genre, aiming for a 
f u n - f i l l e d  t h e a t r i c a l 
experience.

While the makers have not yet 

revealed the title or full cast de-
tails, they have confirmed that 
more updates will be shared 
soon. The production team is ex-
pected to continue filming in 
the coming months, with addi-
tional schedules planned to 
complete the shoot on time.Giv-
en the success of  Sree Vishnu 
and Ram Abbaraju’s previous 
collaboration, there is consider-
able anticipation surrounding 
this project. Fans are expecting 
another light-hearted entertain-
er packed with humor and en-
gaging storytelling.With the 
shoot progressing steadily and 
key schedules already wrapped 
up, the film is shaping up to be 
one of  the more anticipated 
comedy entertainers in Telugu 
cinema’s upcoming lineup.

Sree Vishnu–Ram Abbaraju’s 
Second Film Racing Ahead

Reports surrounding SS Ra-
jamouli’s upcoming big-budget 
film Varanasi have once again 
grabbed attention after new 
visuals and set details from the 
film allegedly surfaced online, 
triggering widespread discus-
sion on social media. Amid the 
growing chatter, fans have no-
ticed that the filmmaker has 
maintained complete silence, 
choosing not to react publicly 
to the latest round of  leaks.

Varanasi, starring Mahesh 
Babu in the lead along with 
Priyanka Chopra and Prithvi-
raj Sukumaran, has been one 
of  the most closely guarded In-
dian film productions in recent 
times. Despite strict security 
measures, several behind-the-
scenes images and set glimpses 
have repeatedly made their 
way online in recent months, 
revealing portions of  massive 
set pieces and high-end visual 
effects work.

The latest leak reportedly 
showcases parts of  a large-
scale sequence being shot for 
the film, adding to the curiosi-
ty around its storyline and pro-
duction design. Earlier leaks 
have already hinted at elabo-

rate cave sequences, mytholog-
ical references, and extensive 
use of  VFX-heavy environ-
ments, which have fueled spec-
ulation about the film’s time-
travel and myth-inspired 
narrative structure.

What has further intensified 
fan discussions isRajamouli’s 
noticeable silence on the mat-
ter. Known for expressing 
strong reactions in the past 
when major leaks occurred 
during his projects, the direc-
tor has not issued any public 
statement this time, leading to 
debates about whether the pro-
duction team is deliberately 
choosing to ignore the leaks or 
handling them internally.

Industry observers believe 
that maintaining silence could 
be a strategic decision to avoid 
amplifying the leaked content 
and to keep focus on official 
promotional material. Ra-
jamouli, who is known for care-

fully controlling the marketing 
of  his films, may prefer to ad-
dress the situation only when 
the team is ready with an offi-
cial update.Meanwhile, antici-
pation around Varanasi con-
tinues to grow, with the film 
already being positioned as 
one of  the most ambitious In-
dian cinematic projects ever 
made. The combination of  a 
high-profile cast, large-scale 
international production val-
ues, and Rajamouli’s track re-
cord with epics like Baahubali 
and RRR has kept audience ex-
pectations extremely high.As 
leaks continue to surface, fans 
remain divided between excite-
ment over the glimpses and 
concern about spoilers. How-
ever, the filmmaker’s silence 
has only added another layer 
of  mystery around the project, 
keeping Varanasi firmly in the 
spotlight ahead of  its much-
awaited release.

SS Rajamouli’s Silence on ‘Varanasi’ Leak Sparks Buzz Among Fans

Buzz around Rajinikanth’s 
upcoming film Jailer 2 has in-
tensified after reports sug-
gested that several top Bolly-
wood and South Indian stars 
have turned down a high-pro-
file cameo role in the film, 
originally planned as a major 
surprise element.

According to industry chat-
ter, the makers of  the Nelson 
Dilipkumar directorial were 
aiming to include a powerful 
special appearance by a major 
star to elevate key moments in 
the sequel, similar to the im-
pactful cameos seen in the 
first Jailer film. However, ini-
tial choices did not material-
ize due to scheduling conflicts 
and other commitments.

Reports indicate that some 
of  the biggest names in Indi-
an cinema were approached 
for the role, but declined the 
offer for various reasons, in-
cluding packed shooting 
schedules and prior film com-
mitments. This has reported-
ly led the team to explore al-
ternative options to fill the 
cameo slot.

The latest speculation sug-
gests that Bollywood actor 
Hrithik Roshan is now being 
considered for the role. Dis-
cussions are said to be under-
way, though there has been no 
official confirmation from ei-
ther the actor or the produc-
tion team so far. If  finalized, 
the cameo would mark a ma-

jor on-screen collaboration 
between Hrithik Roshan and 
Rajinikanth, creating signifi-
cant excitement among fans 
across industries.

Interestingly, Jailer 2 has al-
ready been in the spotlight for 
its rumoredlineup of  multiple 
cameo appearances, a signa-
ture element of  the franchise. 
The original Jailer was wide-
ly praised for its surprise star 
moments, which contributed 
heavily to its box office suc-
cess and audience appeal.

The sequel, directed by Nel-
son Dilipkumar, continues to 
generate strong anticipation 
as it builds on the universe es-
tablished in the first film. 
With Rajinikanth reprising 

his iconic role, expectations 
are high for a larger, more am-
bitious cinematic experience.
While the makers have re-
mained tight-lipped about 
casting updates, the ongoing 
speculation around rejected 
cameos and potential replace-
ments has only added to the 
film’s hype. Fans are actively 
debating possible combina-
tions of  stars who could ap-
pear alongside Rajinikanth in 
key sequences.For now, the 
involvement of  Hrithik 
Roshan remains uncon-
firmed, but the possibility 
alone has amplified interest 
in Jailer 2, which is already 
one of  the most awaited Indi-
an films in production.

Big Stars Reportedly Reject Cameo in ‘Jailer 2’; Hrithik Roshan Now in Talks


