
www.truepointnews.com

HYDERABAD|  VOL-1 | ISSUE -75 | SATURDAY | MAY 25| 2026 | PAGES 12 |PRICE ₹ 5 |PUBLISHED FROM : VIJAYAWADA • HYDERABAD 

RUE PRGI REGISTRATION NO. “TGENG/25/A2485” 

Hyderabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has announced that the 
Young India Skills University 
(YISU) will broaden its aca-
demic portfolio by introducing 
BTech and BSc programmes 
from the 2026-27 academic year. 
The announcement comes 
amid growing recognition of  
the university’s industry-ori-
ented training model and its 
success in securing employ-
m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r 
students.

The Chief  Minister lauded 
the recent achievement of  
YISU students, following the 
recruitment of  11 candidates 
by Microsoft through campus 
placements. He described the 
development as a strong vali-
dation of  the state govern-
ment's efforts to equip young 
people with practical, indus-
try-relevant skills.

In a message shared on so-
cial media platform X, Revanth 
Reddy stated that Telangana’s 
progress story is being shaped 
by several such success stories. 
He noted that the placement of  
students from the university’s 
Data Center Management pro-
gramme at a leading global 
technology company reflects 
the effectiveness of  the govern-
ment’s skill-development 
initiatives.

Expressing satisfaction over 
the institution’s growth, the 
Chief  Minister said the univer-

sity was fulfilling its vision of  
preparing students for real-
world careers by focusing on 
hands-on training and indus-
try exposure rather than rely-
ing solely on conventional 
classroom learning.

He also highlighted the rapid 
development of  YISU’s perma-
nent campus at Bharat Future 
City, stating that the state-of-
the-art facility is progressing 
at an impressive pace and will 
further strengthen the univer-

sity’s capacity to deliver world-
class education and training.

Earlier, the university an-
nounced that 11 out of  14 stu-
dents enrolled in its special-
ized Data Center Management 
course had secured positions 
at Microsoft, each with an an-
nual salary package of  ₹7 lakh. 
The successful placements 
came after intensive industry-
focused training provided un-
der the programme.

University officials said the 

achievement demonstrates the 
increasing demand for skilled 
professionals in emerging 
technology sectors and rein-
forces the institution’s commit-
ment to creating employment-
ready talent. They described 
the placements as a significant 
milestone in YISU’s mission to 
bridge the gap between educa-
tion and industry require-
ments while expanding career 
opportunities for Telangana’s 
youth.

YISU to Launch BTech and 
BSc Courses from 2026-27

Kazipet, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The Railway Manufac-
turing Unit (RMU) being 
developed at Kazipet is in 
the final stages of  con-
struction, with nearly 95 
percent of  the project 
work already completed. 
Union Coal and Mines 
Minister G. Kishan Red-
dy announced that the fa-
cility is expected to be 
inaugurated soon and de-
scribed it as a major mile-
stone for both Indian 
Railways and Telanga-
na’s industrial sector.

Sharing details about 
the project, the Minister 
stated that the unit is be-

ing established at a cost 
of  ₹521.36 crore and 
spread across approxi-
mately 160 acres. Most of  
the construction and in-
frastructure develop-
ment has been complet-
ed, while the remaining 
works are progressing 
r a p i d l y  t o w a r d 
completion.

The upcoming manu-
facturing facility is de-
signed to produce a vari-
ety of  railway coaches, 
wagons, and modern in-
tercity train components. 
Once operational, it is 
expected to significantly 
enhance the production 
capabilities of  Indian 
Railways and reduce de-

pendence on existing 
manufacturing centers 
across the country.

A key feature of  the 
project is the develop-
ment of  an internal rail-
way network measuring 
about 13.15 kilometers. 
This dedicated track sys-
tem will link the manu-
facturing unit directly to 
the main railway line, en-
suring smooth movement 
of  raw materials and fin-
ished products.

According to Kishan 
Reddy, the project will 
play a crucial role in 
strengthening railway in-
frastructure while also 
creating new employ-
ment opportunities in 

the region. The facility is 
expected to boost eco-
nomic activity in and 
around Kazipet by at-
tracting ancillary indus-
tries and supporting in-
dustrial growth.

The Minister empha-
sized that the RMU re-
flects the Centre’s com-
mitment to expanding 
railway manufacturing 
capacity and moderniz-
ing transport infrastruc-
ture. Once inaugurated, 
the unit is expected to 
emerge as an important 
production hub, contrib-
uting to the growth of  the 
railway sector and accel-
erating industrial devel-
opment in Telangana.

Kazipet Rail Coach Unit Nears Completion

Hyderabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The Telangana Government 
has achieved a significant fi-
nancial gain through a re-
vamped e-auction system for 
the sale of  maize procured dur-
ing the Vanakalam 2025-26 sea-
son. According to Agriculture 
Minister Damodar Raja Nar-
asimha, the innovative auction 
process is expected to generate 
an additional revenue of  
₹202.56 crore compared to the 
conventional tendering meth-
od used in previous years.

A total of  3,80,187 metric 
tonnes of  maize procured from 
78,916 farmers through Telan-
gana MARKFED was put up for 
sale. Traditionally, MARKFED 
conducted warehouse-wise e-
auctions, followed by e-tenders 
under a two-bid system when-
ever expected prices were not 
achieved.

Following this procedure, an 
e-auction held on April 1, 2026, 
secured an average price of  
₹14,355 per metric tonne for 
only half  the available stock, 

while the remaining quantity 
failed to attract bidders. Later, 
an e-tender conducted on April 
24 fetched an average price of  
₹14,010 per metric tonne.

In view of  the unsatisfactory 
response, the State Govern-
ment, acting on the directions 
of  Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy and Agriculture Minis-
ter Thummala Nageswara Rao, 
cancelled the earlier tender 
process and introduced a new 
strategy. The maize stocks 
stored across the state were 
grouped geographically and di-
vided into 25 separate lots. Auc-
tion norms were simplified to 
encourage wider participation 
from traders and buyers across 
the country.

The fresh e-auction, conduct-
ed on May 29, witnessed in-
tense competition and attract-
ed bidders from several states. 
As a result, the average sale 
price rose sharply to ₹19,337 per 
metric tonne, an increase of  
₹5,327 per tonne compared to 
the earlier tender process.

Officials stated that if  the 

previous tender had been final-
ized, the total revenue from the 
maize stock would have been 
around ₹532.64 crore. However, 
the latest auction is expected to 
generate approximately ₹735.20 
crore based on the highest ac-
cepted bids. This translates 
into an additional value reali-
zation of  ₹202.56 crore for the 
state exchequer.

The Agriculture Minister 
said the improved outcome 
was achieved due to strategic 
restructuring of  the auction 
process, which increased com-
petition among bidders. He em-
phasized that the government's 
objective is to safeguard public 
resources while maximizing 
returns from agricultural pro-
duce procured from farmers.

The successful auction is be-
ing viewed as a major achieve-
ment in agricultural market-
i n g  a n d  p r o c u r e m e n t 
management, demonstrating 
how policy reforms and trans-
parent bidding mechanisms 
can significantly enhance rev-
enue generation for the state.

State Earns ₹202.56 Crore Extra 
Through New Maize E-Auction Model

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

In a major boost to Hy-
derabad’s urban infrastructure, 
administrative approval has 
been granted for the construc-
tion of  a six-lane, two-way flyo-
ver at an estimated cost of  ₹416 
crore in the LB Nagar Zone of  
the Malkajgiri Municipal Cor-
poration (MMC).The proposed 
flyover will pass through three 
key traffic junctions—TKR Col-
lege Junction, Gayathrinagar 
Junction, and Mandamallam-
ma Junction—which currently 
witness heavy traffic conges-
tion throughout the day. The 
project will be executed by KNR 
Constructions under the Engi-
neering, Procurement and Con-
struction (EPC) turnkey model 
as part of  the Hyderabad City 
Innovation and Transformative 
Infrastructure Project.Officials 
stated that preliminary activi-
ties, including land acquisition 
and shifting of  utility services, 
will commence shortly. Once 
completed, the flyover is e  
xpected to significantly im-
prove traffic movement be-
tween the eastern and southern 
parts of  Hyderabad.

The corridor will provide bet-
ter connectivity to rapidly de-
veloping residential and comT-
mercial areas such as Meerpet, 
Badangpet, and Almasguda. It 
will also facilitate smoother 
travel from LB Nagar towards 
the Old City region, particular-
ly Santoshnagar and surround-
ing localities.The three junc-
tions covered under the project 
serve as important access 
points for numerous residential 
colonies that have experienced 
substantial population growth 
over the past decade. Increasing 
vehicular movement in these 
areas has resulted in frequent 
traffic bottlenecks, especially 
during peak hours.Civic au-
thorities believe the flyover will 
help decongest key roads, re-
duce travel time, and enhance 
overall traffic management in 
the region. The project is ex-
pected to support the transpor-
tation needs of  thousands of  
daily commuters while accom-
modating future urban expan-
sion.With the sanction now in 
place, officials are optimistic 
that construction activities will 
begin after the completion of  
land acquisition and utility re-
location works. 

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana may experience 
lower-than-usual rainfall dur-
ing the upcoming southwest 
monsoon season, according to 
the latest long-range weather 
forecast issued by the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Saturday. The fore-
cast also indicates that certain 
parts of  the state could witness 
a higher number of  heatwave 
days during June.

The IMD stated that South 
Peninsular India, which in-
cludes Telangana, is expected 
to receive below-normal rain-
fall between June and Septem-
ber. Rainfall in the region is 
projected to remain below 94 
percent of  the Long Period Av-
erage (LPA), a benchmark cal-
culated using rainfall data col-
lected over the past five decades 
up to 2020.The latest outlook 
suggests that monsoon perfor-
mance may be weaker not only 
in Telangana but across much 
of  the country. Nationally, In-
dia is expected to receive 
around 90 percent of  the LPA 
during the monsoon season. 
According to the weather agen-
cy, there is an 84 percent prob-
ability that the country could 
experience below-normal or 
deficient rainfall this year.For 
the month of  June, the IMD 
has predicted below-average 
rainfall across several regions 
of  India. However, some pock-
ets of  South Peninsular India 

may still receive normal or 
even above-normal rainfall. 
Forecast maps released by the 
department indicate varying 
rainfall patterns across Telan-
gana and neighboring states, 
suggesting that precipitation 
may not be uniform through-
out the region.

Apart from rainfall con-
cerns, the IMD has warned 
that isolated areas in Telanga-
na could experience more heat-
wave days than usual during 
June. Both daytime and night-
time temperatures are expect-
ed to remain above normal in 
many parts of  the country, po-
tentially increasing heat-relat-
ed discomfort and health risks.

Meteorologists have attrib-
uted the anticipated weather 
pattern partly to the develop-
ment of  El Niño conditions 
over the equatorial Pacific 
Ocean. These conditions are 
expected to strengthen during 
the southwest monsoon period 
and could influence rainfall 
distribution across India. 
Meanwhile, the Indian Ocean 
Dipole, another key climate 
factor affecting monsoon activ-
ity, is expected to remain in a 
neutral phase.Experts advise 
farmers, water resource man-
agers, and local authorities to 
closely monitor weather up-
dates and plan accordingly, 
given the possibility of  re-
duced rainfall and prolonged 
heat conditions during the 
season.

IMD Forecasts Weaker Monsoon, 
More Heatwave Days for Telangana

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The Municipal Administra-
tion and Urban Development 
(MA&UD) Department has ap-
proved loans totaling ₹612.5 
crore to the Hyderabad Metro-
politan Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (HMWS&SB) to 
support key infrastructure and 
development projects in the 
city.According to two separate 
Government Orders (GOs) is-
sued by the department, the 
funds have been sanctioned as 
loans under provisions made 
in the State Budget.

Under GO No. 581, the gov-
ernment granted administra-
tive approval for the release of  
₹250 crore to HMWS&SB for the 
Sunkishala Intake Project, a 
crucial component of  the 
Krishna Drinking Water Sup-
ply Project. The project is 
aimed at strengthening Hy-
derabad’s drinking water in-
frastructure and ensuring a 
reliable supply of  water to 
meet the growing needs of  the 
city’s population.

In a separate order, GO No. 
582, the government sanc-
tioned an additional ₹362.5 
crore as loans to the water 
board for the execution of  vari-
ous development and infra-
structure works. These funds 
are expected to support ongo-
ing projects and improve water 
supply and sewerage services 
across dif ferent parts of  

Hyderabad.
Officials stated that both fi-

nancial approvals were issued 
following Budget Release Or-
ders sanctioned by the Finance 
Department under the Debt 
and Cash Management (DCM) 
framework. The funds will en-
able the water board to acceler-
ate project implementation 
and enhance urban utility 
services.

The Sunkishala Intake Pro-
ject is considered a key initia-
tive for augmenting Hy-
derabad’s long-term water 
security by improving the 
city’s ability to draw and dis-
tribute water from the Krishna 
River. Meanwhile, the addition-
al allocation will help strength-
en water distribution net-
works, sewerage systems, and 
other essential infrastructure 
w o r k s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y 
HMWS&SB.

The latest financial support 
reflects the government’s con-
tinued focus on expanding ur-
ban infrastructure and ad-
dressing the increasing 
demand for reliable water sup-
ply and sanitation services in 
the rapidly growing metropoli-
tan region.

Officials expressed confi-
dence that the sanctioned 
funds would facilitate timely 
completion of  critical projects 
and contribute to improving 
the quality of  civic services for 
residents across Hyderabad.

Government Sanctions ₹612.5 
Crore Loans for Water Projects

₹416-Crore Flyover Approved to 
Ease Traffic in LB Nagar Zone

DK Shivakumar 
Likely to Take Oath 
as Karnataka Chief 
Minister on June 3

Seethakka Inspires 
Girls to Dream Big 
at Sneha Sangham 
Mock Parliament

Health Minister 
Inaugurates 

Wellness Hospital in 
Hyderabad

Political Turmoil in 
West Bengal: Is TMC 

Facing a Major 
Internal Crisis?
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Hyderabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

State Transport and BC Wel-
fare Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar congratulated meritorious 
students honored at the Aca-
demic Success Meeting organ-
ized by the Tribal Welfare Gu-
rukulam Ashram Schools 
Society at Babu Jagjivan Ram 
Bhavan. He said the event was 
intended not only to recognize 
outstanding achievers but also 
to inspire other students to aim 
higher in their academic 
pursuits.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Minister praised the teach-
ers of  Tribal Welfare educa-
tional institutions for nurtur-
ing students with dedication 
and commitment. He remarked 
that educators in these institu-
tions work with the same care 
and responsibility as parents, 
playing a crucial role in shap-
ing the future of  young 
learners.

Ponnam Prabhakar empha-
sized that students must strive 
for excellence in a highly com-
petitive educational environ-
ment. Referring to admissions 

in premier institutions across 
the country, he noted that se-
curing seats in reputed colleg-
es often requires exceptionally 
high academic performance. 
He encouraged students to set 
ambitious goals and work dili-
gently toward achieving them.

The Minister stressed that 
education is a right that be-
longs to everyone, regardless 
of  social or economic back-
ground. Recalling his own 
journey, he said many success-
ful individuals, including pub-
lic representatives and profes-
sionals, have emerged from 
government schools. He ex-
pressed concern over the per-
ception among some sections 
of  society that government 
school education is inferior 
and urged teachers to help 
change this mindset.

He assured educators that 
the government remains com-
mitted to strengthening public 
education and providing all 
necessary support to improve 
learning outcomes. According 
to him, education remains the 
most powerful tool available to 
governments for transforming 
lives and creating opportuni-

ties for future generations.
Addressing students from 

rural, SC, ST, and BC commu-
nities, the Minister urged them 
to recognize the sacrifices 
made by their parents to pro-
vide quality education. He ad-
vised students to make the 
most of  available opportuni-
ties, warning that negligence 
toward studies today could re-
sult in difficulties later in life.

Ponnam Prabhakar also 
highlighted recent studies in-
dicating that education is the 
common factor behind the suc-
cess of  individuals who have 
risen to prominent positions in 
various fields. He encouraged 
students to remain focused, 
disciplined, and determined in 
their academic journey.

The Minister further sug-
gested that the achievements 
of  students from government 
and welfare institutions should 
receive wider recognition. He 
proposed that village leaders 
and local representatives hon-
or successful students in their 
communities, thereby motivat-
ing others to pursue academic 
excellence and bring pride to 
their families and villages.

Education Is the Key to 
Success: Minister 

 Ponnam Prabhakar

Hyderabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The government-appointed 
committee tasked with identi-
fying and honoring Telangana 
movement activists held its 
first meeting on Saturday at 
the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Telan-
gana Secretariat. The meeting 
was chaired by K. Keshava Rao 
and attended by committee 
members and senior govern-
ment officials.

The committee was consti-
tuted following the issuance of  
Government Order (G.O.Rt. 
No. 679) earlier this month to 
formulate a framework for rec-
ognizing individuals who con-
tributed to the Telangana state-
hood movement. During the 
meeting, members discussed 
operational guidelines, meth-
ods for collecting information, 
and the process of  identifying 
eligible activists for recogni-
tion.Among those present ere 
Transport and BC Welfare 
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar, 

Government Whip Addanki 
Dayakar, MLC M. Kodandar-
am, former MLC S. Ramulu 
Naik, and Mother Shobhan 
Reddy.The committee decided 
to convene an all-party meet-
ing on June 4 to gather sugges-
tions and recommendations 
from representatives of  vari-
ous political parties. The objec-
tive is to ensure a comprehen-
sive and inclusive process for 
identifying those who played a 
r o l e  i n  t h e  Te l a n g a n a 
movement.

Speaking after the meeting, 
Keshava Rao said the govern-
ment's intention is to recognize 
and honor all individuals who 
contributed directly or indi-
rectly to the struggle for state-
hood. He directed officials to 
prepare an action plan for col-
lecting information on mar-
tyrs’ families and activists who 
participated at grassroots lev-
els during different phases of  
the movement.Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar stated that the 
identification process would 

cover a wide range of  contribu-
tors, including intellectuals, 
artists, writers, employees, 
journalists, lawyers, students, 
RTC workers, and Singareni 
employees. He said factors 
such as imprisonment, police 
cases, and active participation 
in movement-related activities 
would be considered while 
framing eligibility criteria.

The Minister added that the 
committee was established un-
der the leadership of  Chief  
Minister A. Revanth Reddy to 
ensure that the sacrifices and 
contributions of  Telangana 
movement activists receive 
due recognition.

Senior officials from the Rev-
enue, Finance, Home, General 
Administration, Cultural Af-
fairs, and Law Departments 
also participated in the meet-
ing. The committee resolved to 
develop transparent recom-
mendations to ensure deserv-
ing activists are appropriately 
honored by the government.

Committee Begins Process to Honor 
Telangana Movement Activists

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

State Revenue, Housing and 
Information & Public Rela-
tions Minister Ponguleti Srini-
vas Reddy has announced that 
the government is preparing to 
launch a major housing initia-
tive for the urban poor under 
the Indiramma Housing pro-
gramme. He said the benefi-
ciaries will receive modern 
houses in the same localities 
where they currently live, en-
suring that their livelihoods, 
employment opportunities and 
social  networks  remain 
unaffected.

Addressing a gathering after 
laying the foundation stone for 
an Integrated Sub-Registrar 
Offices complex at Banjara 
Hills on Saturday, the Minister 
stated that construction of  one 
lakh houses sanctioned in the 
first phase under the CURE 
(City-level Urban Renewal) 
project will begin shortly. He 
added that Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy is expected to for-
mally launch the programme 
and that the government aims 
to complete the construction 
within one year. Plans are also 
in place to take up another one 
lakh houses in the second 
phase.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is committed to deliv-
ering welfare programmes di-
rectly to the people and 
ensuring that the benefits 
reach the most deserving sec-
tions of  society. He emphasized 
that housing projects would be 
implemented constituency-
wise, allowing beneficiaries to 
remain within their native ar-
eas rather than being relocated 
to distant locations.

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy 
also highlighted the govern-
ment's efforts to improve pub-
lic services through the estab-
lishment of  integrated office 
complexes. These facilities will 
bring departments such as 
Stamps and Registration, Sur-
vey, and other related services 
under one roof, making them 
more accessible and conveni-
ent for citizens.

He noted that 13 Sub-Regis-
trar offices located within the 
limits of  three municipal cor-
porations are being modern-
ized with improved infrastruc-
ture and service standards. To 
reduce the financial burden on 
the government, construction 
responsibilities have been en-
trusted to reputed firms from 
the real estate and construc-
tion sectors.

The upcoming Banjara Hills 
Integrated Sub-Registrar Com-
plex, spread across nearly 
30,000 square feet, is expected 
to be completed within a few 
months. The facility will house 
the Sub-Registrar offices of  
S.R. Nagar, Banjara Hills and 
Golconda, along with the DIG 
Office and the Registrar of  
Chits office. According to the 
Minister, the project will en-
hance administrative efficien-
cy while generating new em-
p l oy m e n t  a n d  bu s i n e s s 
opportunities in the area.

The programme was attend-
ed by Ministers Ponnam Prab-
h a k a r  a n d  M o h a m m e d 
Azharuddin, local MLA Dan-
am Nagender, MP Sunil Yadav, 
MLC Addanki Dayakar, MLA 
Naveen Yadav, Special Secre-
tary for Stamps and Registra-
tions Rajiv Gandhi Hanuman-
thu, and other officials.

Indiramma Housing 
Boost for Urban Poor

Ranga Reddy, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

A series of  programmes 
aimed at women’s empower-
ment and child welfare were 
organized at the Ranga Reddy 
District Collectorate in Kon-
gara Kalan as part of  the Wom-
en’s Week celebrations. State 
Minister Seethakka attended 
the event as the chief  guest and 
participated in several initia-
tives focused on education, nu-
t r i t i o n ,  a n d  c h i l d 
development.

A Mock Parliament for ado-
lescent girls was conducted to 
encourage leadership skills, 
public participation, and 
awareness of  democratic pro-
cesses among young women. 
The “Amma Ku Aksharamala” 
programme was also organized 
to promote literacy and educa-
tional empowerment among 
women.

Ahead of  the reopening of  
Anganwadi centres, the Minis-
ter distributed school uni-
forms to children and present-
ed Vidyarambha Certificates to 
students who had completed 
their pre-school education at 
Anganwadi centres and were 
preparing to enter Class I.

Addressing the gathering, 
Seethakka recalled that the 
foundation for Integrated 
Child Development Services 
(ICDS) was laid in Telangana 
when former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi inaugurated 

ICDS centres in Mahabubna-
gar district in 1975. She said 
the State Government, under 
the leadership of  Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, is taking 
e x t e n s ive  m e a s u r e s  t o 
strengthen Anganwadi servic-
es and develop them into a 
model system for the country.

The Minister stated that the 
government is focusing on 
child nutrition and care from 
the prenatal stage until the age 
of  three. She highlighted sev-
eral initiatives introduced in 
Anganwadi centres, including 
the distribution of  uniforms, 
supply of  57 varieties of  play 
materials, provision of  break-
fast through the “Tholi Mud-
da” programme, and regular 
distribution of  milk to chil-
dren.Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  government-run early 
childhood education centres, 
Seethakka noted that Angan-
wadi centres provide nutri-
tious food, milk, and eggs in 
addition to education and play-
based learning. She encour-
aged parents to make use of  
these facilities for the overall 
development of  their children.
The programme was attended 
by Kale Yadaiah, Anita Ra-
machandran, Divya Devara-
jan, government officials, 
women’s groups, teachers, and 
students. The event concluded 
with messages promoting edu-
cation, nutrition, and holistic 
child development.

Seethakka Highlights Strengthening  
of Anganwadi Services During  

Women’s Week Event

Ranga Reddy, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

State Minister Seethakka en-
couraged adolescent girls to 
set ambitious goals and strive 
for leadership roles in public 
life while addressing the Sne-
ha Sangham Mock Parliament 
programme held at the Ranga 
Reddy District Collectorate. 
She urged participants to 
dream of  becoming corpora-
tors, mayors, MLAs, MPs, and 
leaders capable of  bringing 
positive change to society.

Addressing members of  Sne-
ha Sanghams, the Minister 
said adolescence is a crucial 
phase of  life that shapes a per-
son’s future. She stressed that 
education remains the most 
powerful tool for transforma-
tion and quoted former South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela’s famous observation 
that education can change the 
world. She advised girls to cul-
tivate the habit of  reading, 
continuously learn new things, 
and use knowledge as a means 
to build successful careers and 
meaningful lives.

Seethakka also emphasized 
the importance of  values, dis-
cipline, and respect for elders. 
She encouraged students to 
maintain strong family bonds, 
assist parents with household 
responsibilities, and develop 
social skills alongside academ-
ic excellence. According to her, 
education without humility 
a n d  g o o d  c o n d u c t  i s 
incomplete.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's commitment to wom-
en’s empowerment, the Minis-
ter said various programmes 
are being implemented for ado-
lescent girls across Telangana. 
Init iatives 
include bi-
cycle train-
ing, educa-
t i o n a l 

support, health awareness, and 
opportunities for skill develop-
ment. She urged girls to stay 
connected with their Sneha 
Sangham groups and actively 
participate in community 
activities.

The Minister explained that 
Sneha Sangham stands for Se-
curity, Safety, Empowerment, 
Health, and Nutrition. The 
platform has been created to 
help girls between the ages of  
15 and 18 express their con-
cerns, continue their educa-
tion, and build confidence. She 
encouraged participants to ap-
proach district officials with 
their problems and seek solu-
tions without hesitation.

Speaking about health and 
nutrition, Seethakka advised 
students to consume nutri-
tious food, avoid unhealthy 
habits, and limit excessive de-
pendence on mobile phones. 
She suggested using digital de-
vices as learning tools by 
watching educational and mo-
tivational content.

SERP CEO Divya Devarajan, 
who also addressed the gather-
ing, praised the confidence dis-
played by the girls during the 
Mock Parliament proceedings. 
She said Sneha Sanghams pro-
vide a valuable platform for 
young women to raise issues 
affecting their lives and devel-
op leadership qualities.

Officials noted that 750 Sne-
ha Sanghams are currently 
functioning across Telangana 
with more than 6,000 members. 
The initiative focuses on edu-
cation, health, nutrition, safe-
ty, women’s empowerment, and 

awareness against 
child marriage, 

while encourag-
ing girls to pur-
sue higher edu-
c a t i o n  a n d 
become self-re-
liant citizens.

Seethakka Inspires Girls to Dream Big 
at Sneha Sangham Mock Parliament

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

State Medical and Health 
Minister Damodara Rajanar-
asimha inaugurated a newly 
established wellness hospital 
in Begumpet, Hyderabad, on 
Saturday and emphasized the 
importance of  providing qual-
ity healthcare services through 
m o d e r n  m e d i c a l 
infrastructure.

During the inauguration cer-
emony, the Minister toured the 
facility and interacted with the 
hospital management to un-
derstand the range of  medical 
services and treatment options 
being offered. He reviewed the 
infrastructure and enquired 
about the advanced healthcare 
technologies being introduced 
at the hospital.

Addressing the gathering, 
Damodara Rajanarasimha ex-
pressed confidence that the in-
stitution would play a signifi-
cant role in delivering quality 
medical care to patients. He 
noted that hospitals equipped 
with modern technology and 
qualified medical profession-
als can contribute greatly to 
improving healthcare accessi-
bility and treatment outcomes.
The Minister appreciated the 
management for establishing 
the facility with contemporary 
medical equipment and pa-
tient-care amenities. He said 

such initiatives complement 
the government's efforts to 
strengthen healthcare services 
and expand access to quality 
treatment for citizens.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's priorities, Rajanarasim-
ha stated that the Telangana 
Government is giving special 
importance to the education 
and health sectors. He said sev-
eral measures are being imple-
mented to improve public 
healthcare infrastructure, en-
hance medical services, and 
ensure that people receive 
timely and effective treatment 
across the state.

The Minister added that 
strengthening healthcare fa-
cilities remains a key objective 
of  the government and that 
both public and private institu-
tions have an important role in 
meeting the growing health-
care needs of  the population.

Hospital administrators Su-
man Goud and Asad were pre-
sent during the inauguration 
programme and briefed the 
Minister on the hospital's fa-
cilities and future plans.

The event was attended by 
healthcare professionals, hos-
pital staff, invited guests, and 
local residents, marking the 
launch of  another healthcare 
facility aimed at providing ad-
vanced medical services in 
Hyderabad.

Health Minister 
Inaugurates Wellness 
Hospital in Hyderabad
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Hyderabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

BRS Working President K.T. 
Rama Rao (KTR) launched a 
strong political offensive 
against the Congress govern-
ment while addressing a mega 
dharna organized by the SC, 
ST, BC and Minority Contrac-
tors Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) at Indira Park. He ac-
cused the ruling party of  fail-
ing to fulfill its election prom-
ises  and ne glecting the 
interests of  marginalized com-
m u n i t i e s  a n d  s m a l l 
contractors.

Speaking at the protest, KTR 
alleged that Congress had se-
cured power through a series 
of  declarations and guarantees 
but had failed to deliver mean-
ingful benefits to weaker sec-
tions after assuming office. Re-
ferring to promises made 
before the Assembly elections, 
he claimed that assurances re-
garding reservations and op-
portunities in government con-
t r a c t s  h a d  n o t  b e e n 
implemented as expected.

A major focus of  his speech 
was Government Order (GO) 
No. 17, which he alleged had ad-
versely affected local contrac-
tors. According to KTR, the or-
der has reduced opportunities 
for small-scale suppliers and 
contractors who depend on 
government contracts for their 
livelihood. He asserted that the 
agitation would continue until 
the concerns raised by contrac-
tors are addressed and ade-
quate opportunities are en-
sured for disadvantaged 
communities.

The BRS leader also demand-
ed that the State Government 
release a white paper detailing 

funds allocated to small con-
tractors and the distribution 
of  government tenders. He 
questioned whether sufficient 
benefits had reached SC, ST, 
BC and minority entrepre-
neurs and called for greater 
transparency in the tendering 
process.

KTR further alleged that ma-
jor contracts were being con-
centrated among a limited 
group of  individuals and criti-
cized the government's han-
dling of  public expenditure. He 
urged the administration to 
disclose details of  contract 
awards, spending patterns and 
financial commitments made 
during its tenure.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of  the previous BRS gov-
ernment, KTR said the admin-
istration led by former Chief  
Minister K. Chandrashekar 
Rao had focused on welfare, in-
frastructure development, ir-
rigation projects, education 
and agriculture. He cited ini-
tiatives such as Gurukul 
schools, Rythu Bandhu, Kalya-

na Lakshmi, KCR Kits, 24-hour 
power supply and the estab-
lishment of  medical colleges as 
examples of  development un-
dertaken during the BRS 
regime.

Addressing a separate meet-
ing of  party leaders in Mush-
eerabad, KTR criticized the 
Congress government over em-
ployment issues and alleged 
that promises made to unem-
ployed youth had not been ful-
filled. He urged young people 
to question national Congress 
leaders regarding commit-
ments related to jobs and 
recruitment.

KTR also called upon party 
workers to remain vigilant 
during the upcoming voter list 
revision process and an-
nounced that the BRS member-
ship enrollment drive would 
begin next month through a 
fully digital platform. He ex-
pressed confidence that the 
party would continue strength-
ening its grassroots network 
and regain power in the 
future.

KTR Intensifies Attack on 
Congress at Contractors’ Protest

Karimnagar, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

BJP Telangana State Presi-
dent N. Ramchander Rao has 
accused the Congress govern-
ment of  failing to protect the 
interests of  farmers and al-
leged serious irregularities in 
grain procurement operations 
across the state.

Addressing a media confer-
ence in Karimnagar during the 
‘Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan’ pro-
gramme, Ramchander Rao 
claimed that visits conducted 
by BJP leaders, MPs, MLAs, 
and MLCs to procurement cen-
tres revealed several difficul-
ties being faced by farmers at 
the grassroots level.

He alleged that farmers are 
being pressured to divert their 
produce to private rice millers 
instead of  government pro-
curement centres. According 
to him, many procurement 
centres lack basic facilities, in-
cluding an adequate supply of  
gunny bags, causing inconven-
ience to cultivators who have 
brought their harvested grain 

for sale.
The BJP leader further al-

leged that rice millers are ex-
ploiting farmers through ex-
cessive deductions in grain 
weight. He claimed that while 
procurement standards pre-
scribe a fixed weight, farmers 
are reportedly facing substan-
tial deductions under various 
pretexts, resulting in financial 
losses.Ramchander Rao stated 
that the Central Government 
has already fixed the Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) for 
paddy and is bearing procure-
ment and transportation costs. 
Despite this, he alleged that the 
State Government has failed to 
ensure smooth procurement 
operations and adequate pro-
tection for farmers.

He also criticized what he de-
scribed as conflicting state-
ments made by different minis-
ters regarding procurement 
figures and stock positions. 
Such contradictions, he said, 
have created confusion among 
farmers and raised doubts 
about the transparency of  the 
procurement process.

The BJP leader expressed 
concern over the situation 
faced by maize farmers as well. 
He noted that large quantities 
of  maize are reportedly lying 
unsold in several market yards, 
including Jammikunta. He de-
manded immediate interven-
tion by agencies such as 
Markfed to procure the crop 
and provide relief  to farmers.

Referring to recent untimely 
rains, Ramchander Rao said 
standing crops, stored grain, 
and horticultural produce, par-
ticularly mango crops, had suf-
fered significant damage in 
several districts. He urged dis-
trict administrations to con-
duct immediate field inspec-
tions, assess losses, and 
provide compensation to af-
fected farmers without delay.

Warning the government 
against what he termed as ne-
glect of  agricultural issues, 
Ramchander Rao called upon 
the State administration to ad-
dress far mers '  concer ns 
promptly and ensure fair pro-
curement practices across 
Telangana.

BJP Alleges Irregularities 
in Grain Procurement

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

A delegation of  BRS leaders, 
led by Legislative Council Op-
position Leader Madhusudana 
Chary, met Governor Shiv 
Pratap Shukla at Raj Bhavan 
and submitted a memorandum 
seeking the continuation of  ex-
isting Cooperative Society and 
Single Window Chairpersons.

The delegation, which in-
cluded several chairpersons of  
cooperative societies, appealed 
to the Governor to ensure that 
the elected heads of  the socie-
ties are allowed to continue in 
office and that no action is tak-
en to replace them through 
nominations.

Speaking to the media after 
the meeting, Madhusudana 
Chary alleged that the State 
Government was attempting to 
appoint nominated individuals 
to key positions in cooperative 
societies instead of  conducting 
elections. He argued that such 
a move would be contrary to 
the provisions of  the Coopera-
tive Societies Act and under-
mine the democratic process 
within the cooperative sector.

The BRS leader stated that 
the chairpersons elected in 
2020 were entitled to continue 
in their positions as per the ap-
plicable tenure and related pro-
visions. He alleged that rather 
than initiating the election 
process, the government was 

attempting to install individu-
als of  its choice through 
nominations.

According to the delegation, 
a detailed representation out-
lining these concerns was sub-
mitted to the Governor. They 
requested his intervention and 
urged him to direct the State 
Government not to take any 
hasty decisions regarding the 
cooperative societies until all 
legal aspects are thoroughly 
examined.

Madhusudana Chary further 
maintained that bypassing 
elections and appointing nomi-
nated individuals would be un-
lawful and against the spirit of  
cooperative governance. He de-
scribed the alleged move as an 
attempt to gain control over co-
operative institutions through 
non-electoral means.

The delegation said the Gov-
ernor assured them that any 
proposal placed before him by 
the State Government would 
be examined carefully and that 
decisions would be taken only 
after obtaining a legal opinion 
and reviewing the relevant pro-
visions of  law.

BRS leaders expressed hope 
that the constitutional and le-
gal framework governing coop-
erative societies would be up-
h e l d  a n d  t h a t  e l e c t e d 
representatives would contin-
ue to serve until due process is 
followed.

BRS Delegation Urges Governor 
to Protect Cooperative  

Society Leadership

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

BRS leader and MLA Vemula 
Prashanth Reddy has strongly 
criticized the Congress govern-
ment, alleging that it is at-
tempting to suppress opposi-
tion voices through politically 
motivated cases and harass-
ment. He expressed concern 
that such actions could under-
mine democratic values and 
restrict the ability of  opposi-
tion leaders to raise public 
issues.

In a statement issued on Sat-
urday, Prashanth Reddy de-
scribed the case registered 
against former MLA Balka Su-
man as an example of  political 
vendetta. He alleged that the 
action was taken because Bal-
ka Suman had been actively 
highlighting the concerns of  
farmers and questioning the 
government's handling of  is-
sues affecting the agricultural 
community.

The MLA argued that rais-
ing public grievances and criti-
cizing government policies are 
fundamental aspects of  a dem-
ocratic system. He questioned 
whether opposition leaders 
should face legal action simply 
for strongly voicing concerns 
on behalf  of  farmers and other 
sections of  society.

Prashanth Reddy further al-
leged that the state govern-
ment is focusing more on tar-
geting political opponents than 
addressing pressing public is-
sues. According to him, at-
tempts to intimidate dissent-
ing voices and discourage 
criticism are inconsistent with 
democratic principles. He 
maintained that governments 
should respond to criticism 

through dialogue and account-
ability rather than through le-
gal measures against political 
rivals.

Drawing a comparison with 
statements made in the past by 
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, the BRS leader accused 
the ruling party of  adopting 
double standards when it 
comes to freedom of  expres-
sion and political criticism. He 
argued that opposition leaders 
should be allowed to express 
their views without fear of  
retaliation.

The BRS MLA claimed that 
the public is closely observing 
developments and would form 
its own opinion regarding al-
legations of  political targeting 
and misuse of  power. He 
warned that repeated action 
against opposition leaders 
could create concerns about 
democratic freedoms and po-
litical fairness in the state.

Prashanth Reddy demanded 
the immediate withdrawal of  
the case registered against Bal-
ka Suman and called upon the 
government to refrain from 
what he termed as politically 
motivated actions. He urged 
the administration to focus on 
resolving public issues, par-
ticularly those affecting farm-
ers and rural communities, in-
s t e a d  o f  e n g a g i n g  i n 
confrontations with opposition 
leaders.

The remarks add to the ongo-
ing political exchanges be-
tween the ruling Congress and 
the opposition BRS, with both 
parties continuing to trade al-
legations over governance, 
public welfare, and democratic 
practices in Telangana.

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Union Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy criticized the Telangana 
government over its handling 
of  agricultural issues, alleging 
that farmers continue to face 
hardships despite the Congress 
party completing two-and-a-
half  years in office.

Addressing a media confer-
ence at the BJP State Office in 
Hyderabad on Saturday, Kis-
han Reddy said the promise of  
change made by the Congress 
before the elections had not 
translated into improvements 
in the lives of  farmers. He al-
leged that the government had 
failed to effectively address key 
concerns related to crop pro-
curement, marketing, storage, 
and farmer welfare.

The Union Minister claimed 
that farmers in Telangana 
were facing difficulties due to 
shortcomings in procurement 
operations and inadequate 
planning. According to him, 
delays in procurement, insuf-
ficient storage facilities, trans-
portation challenges, and 
shortages of  gunny bags have 
created hardships for cultiva-
tors during the harvest 
season.

Referring to the BJP's recent 
"Raitula Gosa – BJP Bharosa" 
campaign, Kishan Reddy said 
party leaders visited procure-
ment centres across the state 
and interacted directly with 
farmers. He alleged that the 
government became more ac-
tive only after these issues 
were highlighted by BJP 
representatives.

The BJP leader also respond-
ed to criticism directed at the 
Central Government regard-
ing paddy procurement. He 
stated that while procurement 

targets are decided jointly by 
the Centre and the State before 
each crop season, the responsi-
bility for operating procure-
ment centres, collecting paddy, 
and transporting it to rice 
mills rests with the State 
Government.

Kishan Reddy noted that 
agreements had been reached 
for the supply of  rice to the 
Food Corporation of  India 
(FCI) during the current agri-
cultural year and questioned 
why procurement operations 
had not been carried out more 
effectively. He accused the 
State Government of  attempt-
ing to shift responsibility for 
its shortcomings onto the 
Centre.

The Union Minister further 
raised concerns about the fu-
ture of  farmers cultivating 
coarse rice varieties, arguing 
that the government should de-
velop marketing strategies, 
provide suitable seed varieties, 
and guide farmers toward 
crops with better market de-
mand. He also stressed the 
need to improve warehouse ca-
pacity and strengthen agricul-
tural planning in view of  in-
c r e a s i n g  f o o d  g r a i n 
production.

Highlighting the importance 
of  export opportunities, Kis-
han Reddy said farmers should 
be encouraged to adopt prac-
tices that meet international 
standards, including reduced 
pesticide usage and organic 
farming methods.

He maintained that long-
term planning, better infra-
structure, and stronger sup-
port systems are essential to 
safeguard the interests of  Tel-
angana's farming community 
and ensure sustainable agri-
cultural growth.

Kishan Reddy Alleges 
Government Neglect of Farmers

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The Telangana Congress has 
intensified its focus on the on-
going voter list revision pro-
cess amid concerns over possi-
ble irregularities in electoral 
rolls. As part of  its efforts, the 
party conducted a series of  re-
view meetings with Booth Lev-
el Agents (BLAs) and Social 
Security Assistants (SSAs) at 
Indira Bhavan under the lead-
ership of  AICC Telangana in-
charge Meenakshi Natarajan 
and TPCC President Mahesh 
Kumar Goud.

The meetings, which contin-
ued throughout the day, were 
organized on a cluster basis 
covering groups of  three par-
liamentary constituencies at a 
time. Senior party leaders, in-
cluding AICC Secretary Sachin 
Sawant, District Congress 
Committee presidents, SSA co-
ordinators, and state-level co-
ordinators, participated in the 
discussions.

Addressing the gathering, 
TPCC President Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud said the Congress 
party considers the voter list 
revision exercise to be an issue 
of  critical importance. He stat-
ed that concerns are being ex-
pressed in various parts of  the 
country regarding the deletion 
of  voter names from electoral 
rolls and stressed the need for 
close monitoring of  the 
process.

According to him, reports 
from some states have raised 
questions about large-scale de-
letions of  voter names com-
pared to the addition of  new 
voters. He alleged that such de-
velopments could influence 

electoral outcomes and empha-
sized the importance of  ensur-
ing transparency and fairness 
in the revision process.

M a h e s h  Ku m a r  G o u d 
claimed that Telangana and 
Punjab have emerged as key 
political battlegrounds and 
said the Congress would main-
tain constant vigilance to safe-
guard the integrity of  voter 
rolls in the state. He announced 
that ministers and party lead-
ers would regularly visit their 
constituencies to monitor vot-
er verification efforts, review 
the implementation of  welfare 
schemes, and strengthen the 
party's grassroots network.

The review meetings also fo-
cused on organizational 
strengthening ahead of  future 
elections. Party leaders dis-
cussed strategies to improve 
coordination at the booth level, 
increase voter outreach, and 
ensure that eligible voters are 
neither omitted from nor 
wrongly included in electoral 
rolls.

Congress leaders empha-
sized that BLAs and SSAs have 
a crucial role in verifying voter 
information and assisting citi-
zens during the revision pro-
cess. They urged party workers 
to remain alert and actively 
participate in voter verifica-
tion activities.

The party leadership stated 
that these meetings are part of  
a  broade r  campaign  to 
strengthen the Congress or-
ganization across Telangana 
while ensuring that the voter 
list revision process is con-
ducted in a transparent and 
fair manner without any scope 
for irregularities.

Congress Steps Up Vigil on 
Voter List Revision

Vemula Prashanth 
Reddy Alleges 

Political Vendetta 
Against Opposition
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Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy extended warm birth-
day greetings to State IT, Indus-
tries, and Legislative Affairs 
Minister Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu on the occasion of  his 
birthday.

In his message, the Chief  
Minister conveyed his best 
wishes and prayed for Sridhar 
Babu's long life, good health, 
and continued success in pub-
lic service. He expressed confi-
dence that the Minister would 
continue to play a significant 
role in the state's progress and 
development through his dedi-
cation and commitment.

Revanth Reddy stated that 
Sridhar Babu has been actively 
contributing to various sec-
tors, particularly in the fields 

of  information technology, in-
dustrial development, and gov-
ernance. He wished him many 
more years of  service to the 
people of  Telangana and hoped 
that he would continue work-
ing tirelessly for the welfare 
and advancement of  the state.

The Chief  Minister also 
prayed that Sridhar Babu 
would be blessed with strength 
and good health to carry for-
ward his responsibilities effec-
tively and remain committed 
to public welfare initiatives.

Several political leaders, 
public representatives, party 
workers, and well-wishers also 
conveyed their greetings to the 
Minister on his birthday, wish-
ing him success in his future 
endeavors and continued ser-
v i c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
Telangana.

CM Revanth Reddy Extends 
Birthday Wishes to Sridhar Babu

Quthbullapur, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Efforts to address a long-
standing drainage problem in 
Suraram Colony have gained 
momentum, with BRS leaders 
taking steps to secure the nec-
essary approvals for the con-
struction of  a drainage chan-
nel benefiting residents of  
Dayanand Nagar and Rajula 
Swamy Nagar.

Following the directions of  
Quthbullapur MLA KP Vive-
kananda, a delegation led by 
senior BRS leader Varala Vi-
nod Kumar met Forest Depart-
ment officials to discuss the is-
sue and seek a practical 
solution. The drainage project, 
which has been pending for 
years, requires a portion of  the 
proposed channel to pass 
through forest land, making of-
ficial permissions essential for 
its execution.

During the meeting, the del-
egation explained the difficul-
ties faced by local residents 
due to the inadequate drainage 
infrastructure. They highlight-
ed how the unresolved issue 
has been causing inconven-

ience and sought immediate 
intervention from the depart-
ment to facilitate the project.

The leaders submitted a for-
mal representation to senior 
Forest Department officials, 
including Divisional Forest Of-
ficer (DFO) Venumadhav, For-
est Range Officer (FRO) Laksh-
man, and Forest Section 
Officer (FSO) Praveen. The 
memorandum requested the 
necessary clearances to enable 
the commencement of  drain-
age works in the affected 
localities.

According to the delegation, 
the officials responded posi-
tively after being informed 
about the hardships faced by 
residents. They assured the 
representatives that the matter 
would be examined carefully 

and that efforts would be made 
to identify a suitable and 
speedy resolution within the 
f r a m e wo rk  o f  e x i s t i n g 
regulations.

Local leaders expressed opti-
mism that the discussions 
would pave the way for the ear-
ly completion of  the drainage 
project, bringing relief  to hun-
dreds of  families in the area. 
They stated that the initiative 
reflects the commitment of  
MLA Vivekananda and BRS 
leadership to resolving civic is-
sues and improving living con-
ditions in the constituency.

Among those who participat-
ed in the meeting were Rajku-
mar, Kavali Ravi, Maisa Goud, 
Venu, Anil, and several other 
local representatives.

Drainage Solution Efforts Gain Pace

Quthbullapur, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

In a major breakthrough, the 
Jeedimetla Police, in coordina-
tion with the Quthbullapur 
CCS team, arrested an inter-
state gang involved in chain 
snatching and robbery inci-
dents targeting women during 
morning walks. The police re-
covered stolen property worth 
nearly ₹5 lakh, including a two-
tola gold chain, a mobile phone 
belonging to the victim, and 
the motorcycle and auto-rick-
shaw used in the crime.

According to police officials, 
the incident occurred on May 
26 near the GHMC Circle Office 
in Jeedimetla. A woman identi-
fied as Srilatha was out for her 
routine morning walk when 
unidenti f ied  miscreants 
snatched her gold chain and 
mobile phone before fleeing the 
scene. Following her com-
plaint, Jeedimetla Police regis-
tered a case and launched an 
intensive investigation.

Investigators examined 
CCTV footage from the sur-
rounding area and gathered 
technical evidence to trace the 
suspects. During the probe, po-
lice discovered that the gang 
had first stolen a motorcycle 
from the Yellammabanda area 
and later commandeered an 
auto-rickshaw, which was sub-
sequently used to execute the 

chain-snatching operation.
The extensive analysis of  

surveillance footage and other 
technical clues enabled the po-
lice to identify and track down 
the accused. The arrested indi-
viduals were identified as Go-
vind Singh (24), Karan Singh 
(21), and Hardeep Singh (19). 
Police officials stated that the 
trio are repeat offenders with a 
history of  criminal activities.

Authorities further revealed 
that another member of  the 
gang is a juvenile, while one 
suspect remains absconding. 
Efforts are underway to appre-
hend the remaining accused. 
Quthbullapur DCP Koti Reddy 
stated that the arrested indi-
viduals have been produced be-
fore the court and remanded to 
judicial custody.

The DCP appreciated the 
swift and coordinated efforts 
of  the police teams that solved 
the case within four days. He 
commended the contributions 
of  officers from the Quthbul-
lapur and Cyberabad CCS 
units, along with the Jeedimet-
la Police Station staff.

A media briefing regarding 
the case was attended by ACP 
Bala Gangireddy, CCS ACP 
Nageswara Rao, CI Gaddam 
Mallesham, CI Dali Naidu, DI 
Dhanunjaya, SI Shyambabu, 
and other officials.

Chain Snatchers Held 
Within Four Days

Malkajgiri, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

State Election Commission 
Secretary G. Lingya Naik, IAS, 
paid a visit to the Sri Lakshmi 
Venkateswara Swamy Temple 
in Anand Bagh on Saturday 
and offered special prayers.

During the visit, temple 
priests conducted traditional 
rituals and blessed the digni-
tary with Vedic prayers. Fol-
lowing the religious ceremo-
nies, Temple Executive Officer 
A.B. Ravindra Reddy honored 
Lingya Naik with a ceremonial 
shawl and presented him with 
Teertha Prasadam as a mark 
of  respect.The visit witnessed 
the participation of  temple 
priests Mudumbai Venkata Ra-
mana Charyulu and Dr. Tulasi 
Venkata Ramana Charyulu, 
who oversaw the religious pro-
ceedings. Temple staff  mem-
bers also extended their sup-

port in organizing the event.
Several devotees attended 

the occasion and took part in 
the spiritual activities held at 
the temple premises. Among 
those present were Sandra 
Sudhakar, Murthy, Sridevi, Tu-
lasi, Vijaya Lakshmi, Par-
t h a s a r a t h y,  a n d  o t h e r 
devotees.

The temple authorities ex-
pressed their gratitude for the 
visit and highlighted the im-
portance of  preserving spiritu-
al and cultural traditions 
through such engagements. 
The occasion was marked by 
devotion and reverence, with 
devotees joining in prayers for 
peace, prosperity, and public 
welfare.The visit concluded 
with the distribution of  prasa-
dam and blessings to all attend-
ees, creating a spiritually up-
lifting atmosphere at the 
temple.

Temple Visit by State 
Election Commission 

Secretary

Maheshwaram, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Future City Police Commis-
sioner Tarun Joshi conducted 
an inspection of  the Mahesh-
waram Police Station on Satur-
day and reviewed its day-to-day 
functioning and administra-
tive performance.During the 
visit, the Commissioner inter-
acted with police officials and 
sought detailed information 
regarding the number of  cases 
being registered, the status of  
ongoing investigations, and 
the disposal of  pending cases. 
He emphasized the importance 
of  conducting prompt and ef-
ficient investigations to ensure 
effective law enforcement and 
public confidence in the police 
system.

Tarun Joshi directed officers 

to give priority to public griev-
ances and ensure that com-
plaints received at the police 
station are addressed without 
unnecessary delay. He stressed 
that victims should receive 
timely support and justice 
through a transparent and re-
sponsive policing system.

The Commissioner also in-
structed the staff  to maintain 
a people-friendly approach 
while dealing with visitors and 
complainants. He advised po-
lice personnel to treat every 
individual visiting the station 
with respect, patience, and pro-
fessionalism, thereby strength-
ening trust between the police 
department and the public.

During the review, officials 
discussed various aspects of  
policing, including case moni-
toring, public service delivery, 

and measures to improve op-
erational efficiency. The Com-
missioner encouraged the 
staff  to remain committed to 
their duties and uphold high 
standards of  service.

Among those present during 
the inspection were DCP 
Narayana Reddy, Circle Inspec-
tor Raghavender Reddy, Sub-
Inspectors Prasad, Raghaven-
der, Dhanunjay, and other 
police personnel. The officers 
briefed the Commissioner on 
the functioning of  the station 
and the steps being taken to 
maintain law and order in the 
region.The visit formed part of  
the department’s ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen policing 
standards, improve public ser-
vice, and ensure the speedy 
resolution of  cases and 
complaints.

Commissioner Reviews  
Maheshwaram Police Station

Khammam, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

A police constable from Hy-
derabad lost his life, while his 
wife and two children sus-
tained injuries, after their car 
overturned on the Greenfield 
Highway near Ramanujavar-
am village in Thallada mandal 
of  Khammam district on 
Saturday.

The deceased was identified 
as Swarnakanti Jaswanth (36), 
a constable belonging to the 
2021 batch and currently serv-
ing at the Bolarum Police Sta-
tion in Hyderabad. According 
to police officials, the accident 
occurred while the family was 
returning to Hyderabad after 
visiting the famous temple at 
A n n av a r a m  i n  A n d h r a 
Pradesh.

Jaswanth was travelling 
with his wife Mounika, four-
year-old son Kalyan Ram, and 
six-year-old daughter Manya 
when the vehicle reportedly 
lost control and overturned on 
the highway. The impact of  the 
crash resulted in fatal injuries 
to the constable.

Local residents and police 
personnel rushed to the spot 
and shifted the injured family 
members to a hospital in 

Khammam for treatment. Doc-
tors stated that Mounika and 
the two children suffered inju-
ries but are currently in stable 
condition and receiving medi-
cal care.

Following the incident, Thal-
lada police reached the acci-
dent site, registered a case, and 
launched an investigation into 
the circumstances that led to 
the crash. The damaged vehi-
cle was removed from the road-
w ay  t o  r e s t o r e  t r a f f i c 
movement.

Police shifted Jaswanth’s 
body to the mortuary of  the 
Government General Hospital 
in Khammam for post-mortem 
examination. Further legal for-
malities are being completed.

The tragic accident has cast 
a shadow over the police frater-
nity, with colleagues and well-
wishers expressing grief  over 
the untimely death of  the 
young constable. Authorities 
are examining whether factors 
such as speeding, driver fa-
tigue, or road conditions con-
tributed to the accident.

The incident serves as a re-
minder of  the importance of  
road safety and caution during 
long-distance travel, especially 
on highways.

Constable Killed in Highway 
Accident, Family Injured

Hyderabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

The Telangana Food Safety 
Department conducted an in-
spection at a Balaji Pheni and 
Namkeen manufacturing unit in 
Nagole and identified multiple 
violations related to food safety 
standards.

During the surprise inspec-
tion, the department’s flying 
squad examined the facility and 
found several irregularities in 
the production and storage pro-
cesses. As part of  the enforce-
ment action, officials seized sub-
stantial quantities of  food 
products and raw materials, in-
cluding 150 kilograms of  cook-
ing oil, 720 kilograms of  sev, and 
120 kilograms of  potato chips.
According to Food Safety De-
partment officials, the seized 
items were taken into custody 
after deviations from prescribed 
food safety regulations were de-

tected during the inspection. 
The department has initiated 
further action against the unit 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of  the Food Safety and 
Standards Act.

Officials stated that notices 
are being issued to the manage-
ment of  the establishment, and 
adjudication proceedings will be 
undertaken to determine the ex-
tent of  the violations and impose 
appropriate penalties where 
necessary.

The Food Safety Department 
reiterated its commitment to en-
suring that food products sold to 
consumers meet the required 
safety and quality standards. 
Regular inspections are being 
carried out across the state to 
identify violations and safe-
guard public health.

In an advisory issued follow-
ing the inspection, officials 
urged consumers to exercise 

caution while purchasing 
snacks, namkeen, and other 
packaged food items. They ad-
vised the public to buy food prod-
ucts only from licensed and au-
thorized establishments and to 
carefully verify packaging qual-
ity, manufacturing details, and 
expiry dates before consump-
tion.The department also en-
couraged citizens to report any 
suspected food safety violations 
or concerns regarding food qual-
ity to the relevant authorities. 
Officials emphasized that public 
cooperation plays a crucial role 
in maintaining food safety stand-
ards and preventing the sale of  
unsafe or substandard food prod-
ucts.The inspection forms part 
of  the department’s ongoing 
drive to strengthen food safety 
compliance and ensure that con-
sumers have access to safe and 
h y g i e n i c  f o o d  a c r o s s  
Telangana.

Food Safety Raid Uncovers Violations 
at Snack Manufacturing Unit

 Minnesota, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

Young talents of  Telugu ori-
gin continue to make their 
mark on the global stage, with 
Ananya Goli earning a prestig-
ious recognition at the 2026 
Minnesota Aspirations in 
Computing Awards. She re-
ceived the “State Honourable 
Mention,” an honuor present-
ed to students in the United 
States who demonstrate excep-
tional promise in computer sci-
ence and technology.

The competition is jointly or-
ganized by the Minnesota 
Technology Foundation and 
the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology. 
Ananya, a sophomore at Eden 

Prairie High School, was se-
lected among a limited group 
of  high-achieving students 
across the state, bringing pride 
t o  t h e  g l o b a l  T e l u g u 
community.

Beyond her academic excel-
lence, Ananya Goli has actively 
contributed to promoting in-
clusivity in the technology sec-
tor. At her school, she co-found-
ed a Technovation chapter 
aimed at encouraging young 
women to explore careers in 
technology. Through this ini-
tiative, she has been mentoring 
fellow students, fostering inno-
vation, and supporting the de-
velopment of  digital solutions 
among girls.

Her achievements extend be-
yond academics into profes-

sional exposure. During the 
previous summer, she secured 
three prestigious job shadow-
ing opportunities, enabling her 
to gain insights into the corpo-
rate technology environment. 
In addition, she has been se-
lected to work under the guid-
ance of  a professional mentor 
from the IT industry, further 
strengthening her technical 
and leadership skills.

Ananya has also participat-
ed in several prominent tech-
nology conferences across the 
United States, where she inter-
acted with global experts and 
expanded her knowledge and 
professional network.

Alongside Ananya, several 
other students from Eden Prai-
rie High School were recog-

nized. Thrayi Kopparapu re-
ceived the State Winner award, 
while Himaja Guntur and Sar-
ayu Kacham also earned State 
Honorable Mention distinc-

tions. Cecilia Rathemo, Aisha 
Alam, Brooke-Lynn Byfield, 
and Shagun Srivastava were 
among the other  award 
recipients.

Jessica Brent, Computer Sci-
ence teacher at Eden Prairie 
High School, praised Ananya’s 
accomplishment, noting that 
the award recognizes not only 
academic performance but 
also passion for technology, 
leadership, and commitment to 
community development.

As the world advances deep-
er into the era of  artificial in-
telligence, Ananya Goli’s jour-
ney stands as an inspiring 
example of  how young minds 
can use technology as a tool for 
innovation and societal 
progress.

Telugu-Origin Student Ananya Goli Earns State Honourable  
Mention at Minnesota Computing Awards
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Sangareddy, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

State Medical and Health 
Minister Damodara Rajanar-
asimha has directed officials to 
ensure that nearly 90 percent 
of  medical services required 
by patients are made available 
within district government 
hospitals, minimizing the need 
for referrals to other regions 
e x c e p t  i n  c r i t i c a l 
emergencies.

The Minister issued the di-
rections during a comprehen-
sive review meeting held at the 
Collectorate mini-conference 
hall in Sangareddy on Satur-
day. The meeting was attended 
by District Collector Prateek 
Jain and senior officials from 
the Medical  and Health 
Department.

Reviewing the performance 
of  gover nment hospitals 
across the district, the Minis-
ter examined outpatient and 
inpatient services, maternity 
care, specialty treatments, ma-
jor surgeries, infrastructure 
facilities, and the implementa-
tion of  the Digital Health Card 
initiative. He stressed that the 
State government is committed 
to providing quality healthcare 
and strengthening public con-
fidence in government medical 
institutions.

Rajanarasimha emphasized 
that medical personnel must 
make optimal use of  the facili-
ties available in hospitals and 
ensure timely treatment for 

every patient. He stated that 
improving healthcare stand-
ards at the district level re-
mains a key priority of  the 
government.

The Minister also directed 
officials to launch a focused 
campaign to ensure that all 
girls between the ages of  14 
and 15 receive the HPV vac-
cine. He instructed the Medical 
and Health Department to 
work in coordination with edu-
cation officials, welfare depart-
ments, and women’s groups to 
achieve complete coverage of  
eligible beneficiaries.

Taking stock of  infrastruc-
ture projects, the Minister re-
viewed the status of  the newly 
constructed Primary Health 
Centres at Kankol and Sin-
githam, along with the San-
gareddy Nursing College. He 

instructed officials to complete 
all pending arrangements and 
make the facilities ready for in-
auguration at the earliest.

During the meeting, Govern-
ment General Hospital Super-
intendent Dr. Anil Kumar re-
quested an additional CT 
scanner for the hospital. The 
Minister immediately asked of-
ficials to submit proposals for 
its sanction. He also directed 
the submission of  proposals 
for three additional RBSK 
teams to strengthen child 
healthcare services in the 
district.

Additional Collectors Sang-
eetha and Pandu, district 
health officials, hospital super-
intendents, programme offic-
ers, and doctors from various 
departments attended the re-
view meeting.

Minister Calls for Stronger  
District Healthcare Services Khammam, May 30 | TPN 

Bureau
Former Telangana PCC Pres-

ident and BC Welfare Depart-
ment Advisor V. Hanumantha 
Rao (VH) called for the imple-
mentation of  a nationwide 
caste census and urged Con-
gress leaders to remain alert 
during the ongoing voter list 
revision process.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Khammam Con-
gress office on Saturday, VH 
said that Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi had consistently 
advocated for reservations and 
welfare measures based on 
population data. He recalled 
that during the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, Rahul Gandhi interact-
ed with people from various 
communities across the coun-
try and gained firsthand in-
sight into the social and eco-
nomic challenges faced by 
marginalized sections.

VH stated that, in line with 
Rahul Gandhi's vision, the Tel-
angana government under 
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy initiated a caste-based 
socio-economic survey after 
coming to power. According to 
him, the exercise was aimed at 
gathering accurate demo-
graphic data to ensure equita-
ble distribution of  opportuni-
ties and welfare benefits.

He noted that the Congress 
party has long demanded that 
the Union Government include 
caste enumeration as part of  
the national census. VH fur-
ther pointed out that recent ob-
servations by the Supreme 
Court had renewed discussions 

on the importance of  collect-
ing caste-related data. He 
urged the Centre to take imme-
diate steps to incorporate caste 
enumeration into the upcom-
ing census process.

The senior Congress leader 
also expressed concern over 
the ongoing Special Summary 
Revision (SSR) of  electoral 
rolls. He alleged that there are 
apprehensions in some quar-
ters regarding the deletion of  
voter names during the revi-
sion process. In this context, he 
called upon Congress workers 
and local leaders to actively 
participate in voter verifica-
tion activities and ensure that 
eligible voters are not deprived 
of  their voting rights.

VH emphasized that protect-
ing the democratic rights of  
citizens is as important as en-
suring social justice through 
accurate population data. He 
said party workers should as-
sist people during the voter list 
revision exercise and help cre-
ate awareness about the 
process.

District Congress Commit-
t e e  P r e s i d e n t  N u t h i 
Satyanarayana, District IN-
TUC President Seetharam, for-
mer PCC General Secretary R. 
Laxman Yadav, and other party 
leaders attended the press 
conference.

VH also informed that he, 
along with several Congress 
leaders, would attend the Che-
hlum ceremony of  former 
Khammam DCC President 
Javed on Sunday and pay trib-
ute to the late leader.

VH Backs Caste Census, Urges 
Vigilance on Voter List Revision

Girls Voice Concerns 
at Sneha Sangham 
Mock Parliament

Adilabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Progressive farmer Gaikwad 
Rameshwar of  Navegaon vil-
lage in Ichoda Mandal has ap-
pealed to farmers to avoid 
burning crop residues after 
harvest and instead incorpo-
rate them into the soil to im-
prove fertility and protect the 
environment.

Addressing concerns over 
increasing environmental 
challenges in agriculture, 
Rameshwar said the practice 
of  setting fire to crop stubble 
has become common in many 
farming areas as a quick way 
to clear fields. However, he 
warned that this method caus-
es serious environmental dam-
age and negatively affects soil 
health.

According to him, burning 
agricultural residues releases 
large quantities of  smoke, car-
bon dioxide, and other harmful 
pollutants into the atmosphere, 
contributing to air pollution 
and creating health risks for 
people. He also pointed out that 
the heat generated from stub-
ble burning destroys beneficial 
microorganisms and organic 
matter present in the soil, 
gradually reducing its produc-
tivity and fertility.

Rameshwar emphasized that 
crop residues should be viewed 
as a valuable resource rather 
than waste. By ploughing the 
residues back into the soil, 
farmers can allow them to de-

compose naturally and enrich 
the land with organic nutri-
ents. This process increases 
the organic carbon content of  
the soil, improves moisture re-
tention, and enhances overall 
soil structure.

He explained that healthier 
soil helps crops absorb nutri-
ents more effectively and can 
reduce dependence on chemi-
cal fertilizers over time. Such 
practices not only lower input 
costs but also support sustain-
able agricultural production.

Highlighting the importance 
of  environmentally responsi-
ble farming, Rameshwar said 
agriculture and environmental 
conservation are closely con-
nected. He stressed that adopt-
ing nature-friendly methods 
today will help preserve fertile 

land, clean air, and a healthier 
e c o s y s t e m  f o r  f u t u r e 
generations.

The farmer urged cultiva-
tors across the region to aban-
don the traditional practice of  
burning crop residues and em-
brace sustainable alternatives. 
He noted that every effort 
made toward environmental 
protection benefits not only in-
dividual farmers but also soci-
ety as a whole.

“Crop residue should not be 
treated as waste. When mixed 
into the soil, it becomes a natu-
ral source of  nutrition and im-
proves land productivity. Pro-
tecting the environment and 
maintaining soil health should 
be a shared responsibility of  
every farmer,” Rameshwar 
said.

Farmer Advocates Eco-Friendly 
Crop Residue Management

Adilabad, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Farmers of  Mukra-K village 
in Adilabad district staged an 
unusual protest on Saturday 
against the proposed installa-
tion of  electricity meters on 
agricultural pump sets. Gath-
ering near a power transform-
er with nooses in their hands, 
the farmers symbolically ex-
pressed their frustration and 
warned that additional finan-
cial burdens on the farming 
community would push them 
into deeper distress.

The protesters said that free 
electricity has been a crucial 
support for farmers and ar-
gued that introducing meters 
on agricultural pump sets 
could eventually lead to in-
creased costs for cultivators. 
They maintained that agricul-
ture is already facing multiple 
challenges and that any move 
perceived as adding to farmers’ 
expenses would have serious 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  r u r a l 
livelihoods.

During the demonstration, 
several farmers recalled that 
under the previous BRS gov-
ernment led by former Chief  
Minister K. Chandrashekar 
Rao, uninterrupted free power 
was provided to the agricultur-
al sector. They claimed that the 
former government had resist-
ed pressure to install meters on 
farm pump sets in order to pro-
tect the interests of  farmers.

The protesters alleged that 
there are growing concerns 
among cultivators that efforts 
are being made to introduce 
metering systems in Telanga-
na. They expressed fears that 
such a move could eventually 
result in higher electricity-re-
lated expenses and place addi-
tional strain on already strug-
gling farming households.

Farmers also highlighted 
other issues affecting the agri-
cultural community, including 
delays in the implementation 
of  the far m loan waiver 
scheme, pending assistance 
under the Rythu Bharosa pro-
gramme, and concerns regard-
ing the timely procurement of  
crops. They said these unre-
solved issues have already cre-
ated uncer tainty among 
cultivators.

As part of  the protest, par-
ticipants urged the govern-
ment to safeguard the interests 
of  farmers and ensure that free 
electricity continues without 
any conditions. They called for 
immediate attention to the 
challenges faced by the agri-
cultural sector and demanded 
measures to strengthen sup-
port for cultivators.

Former Sarpanch Gadge 
Meenakshi, former MPTC 
Gadge Subhash, and farmers 
including Datta, Marothi, Pral-
had, Venkati, Tulasiram, Tiru-
pati, and Vittal took part in the 
demonstration.

Farmers Stage Noose Protest 
Against Power Meter Installation

Adilabad, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The Rajiv Gandhi In-
stitute of  Medical Sci-
ences (RIMS) in Adil-
abad has undergone a 
remarkable transfor-
mation, emerging as a 
trusted destination for 
quality healthcare and 
bringing advanced 
medical services closer 
to the people of  the dis-
trict. Under the leader-
ship of  Director Dr. 
Rathod Jaisingh, the 
government-run insti-
tution is steadily shed-
ding the traditional im-
age associated with 
public hospitals and 
setting new standards 
in patient care.

For years, residents 

of  Adilabad and sur-
rounding regions were 
forced to travel to major 
cities such as Hy-
derabad, Nizamabad, 
and Nagpur for special-
ized treatment. The sit-
uation was particularly 
challenging for rural 
and tribal communi-
ties, who often strug-
gled with the financial 
and logistical burden 
of  seeking healthcare 
outside the district. To-
day, RIMS is addressing 
that gap by providing 
modern medical facili-
ties and specialized 
treatment locally.

Since taking charge, 
Dr. Jaisingh has fo-
cused on strengthening 
hospital infrastructure, 
expanding medical ser-

vices, and introducing 
advanced technologies. 
Several diagnostic and 
treatment facilities that 
were once available 
only in metropolitan 
centers are now acces-
sible within the hospi-
tal, reducing the need 
for patients to travel 
long distances.

The institution has 
also enhanced emer-
gency care services and 
strengthened various 
specialty departments, 
ensuring timely treat-
ment and improved pa-
tient outcomes. Mod-
ern equipment, better 
clinical practices, and 
efficient service deliv-
ery have significantly 
improved the overall 
healthcare experience.

One of  the most nota-
ble achievements has 
been the growing trust 
among patients. Clean 
surroundings, prompt 
medical  attention, 
availability of  medi-
cines, experienced doc-
tors, and supportive 
staff  have contributed 
to a positive public per-
ception. As a result, 
RIMS now attracts pa-
tients not only from 
Adilabad but also from 
neighboring districts 
including  Nir mal , 
Komaram Bheem Asi-
fabad, and Mancherial.

Apart from health-
care services, the hospi-
tal is also emphasizing 
medical education and 
professional training. 
Continuous skill-devel-

opment programs for 
doctors, nurses, and 
support staff  are help-
ing improve service 
quality while prepar-
ing future healthcare 
professionals for mod-
e r n  m e d i c a l 
challenges.

Driven by a vision of  
accessible and afforda-
ble healthcare for all, 
Dr. Rathod Jaisingh 
continues to guide 
RIMS toward becoming 
a model government 
medical institution. 
With its patient-centric 
approach and expand-
ing capabilities, the 
hospital has become a 
symbol of  hope and 
trust for thousands of  
families across north-
ern Telangana.

RIMS Emerges as Healthcare Lifeline

Ranga Reddy, May 30 | 
TPN Bureau

The Sneha Sangham 
Mock Parliament held at 
the Ranga Reddy District 
Collectorate provided ado-
lescent girls with an op-
portunity to raise con-
cerns related to education, 
safety, health, and empow-
erment while learning 
about democratic process-
es and governance.

The session was presid-
ed over by Bhagyalaksh-
mi, who served as the 
Speaker. During the inter-
active programme, partic-
ipants posed a series of  
questions regarding is-
sues affecting girls and 
young women, while offi-
cials and organizers ex-
plained the measures be-
ing undertaken by the 
government.

Responding to questions 
on educational support for 
girls,  representatives 
highlighted initiatives 
such as scholarships, safe-
ty measures, and free 
transportation facilities 
aimed at encouraging con-
tinued education. They 
stated that efforts are also 
being made to increase the 
availability of  female 
teachers in schools so that 
girl students can learn in 
a more comfortable and 
supportive environment.

When concerns were 
raised about cyber harass-
ment, participants were 
informed that awareness 
campaigns and preventive 
measures are being imple-
mented in coordination 
with the Police Depart-
ment to ensure the safety 
of  young girls in the digi-
tal space.

The issue of  menstrual 
hygiene was also dis-
cussed. Organizers ex-
plained that sanitary pads 
are being distributed free 
of  cost to support students 
from economically weaker 

backgrounds. Concerns 
regarding anemia among 
adolescent girls were ad-
dressed by highlighting 
awareness programmes 
on nutrition, along with 
the provision of  nutri-
tious meals through gov-
ernment schemes.

Transportation chal-
lenges faced by students 
from remote areas were 
another major topic of  dis-
cussion. Officials noted 
that free bus travel facili-
ties have been introduced 
to support girls' education. 
In addition, bicycle distri-
bution programmes have 
been implemented to im-
prove mobility and reduce 
b a r r i e r s  t o  s c h o o l 
attendance.

Participants also drew 
attention to inadequate 
school infrastructure in 
some areas. In response, 
assurances were given 
that efforts are underway 
to improve school build-
ings, provide safe drink-
ing water, and strengthen 
basic amenities in educa-
tional institutions.

The programme further 
emphasized the role of  
Sneha Sanghams in pro-
moting leadership skills, 
self-confidence, awareness 
of  rights, and self-reliance 
among adolescent girls. 
Organizers acknowledged 
that not all eligible girls 
have joined the groups 
and stated that steps 
would be taken to expand 
membership and reach 
more young women across 
villages.

The Mock Parliament 
concluded with an encour-
agement to participants to 
continue raising their 
concerns, actively engage 
in community issues, and 
use platforms such as Sne-
ha Sanghams to contrib-
ute to their personal 
g r o w t h  a n d 
empowerment.

 Gannavaram, May 30 | TPN 
Bureau

Krishna District Police have 
solved a sensational murder-
for-gain case in Gannavaram, 
arresting two accused and re-
covering gold, cash, and prop-
erty worth around ₹56 lakh.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, District SP V. Vidyasagar 
Naidu said the victim, KajaRa-
jithaKumari (55), was living 
alone in an apartment at GKR 
Paradise in Gannavaram after 
her husband’s death. She man-
aged a flour mill in Srinagar 
Colony, while her daughters 
are settled in the United States.

On the night of  May 24, Ra-
jithaKumari was speaking to 
her daughter over the phone 
when she mentioned someone 
ringing the doorbell before dis-
connecting. When she could 
not be contacted later, her do-
mestic helper found her dead 

under suspicious circumstanc-
es the next morning and alert-
ed police.

Initially registered as a sus-
picious death, the case took a 
turn after CCTV footage re-
vealed that PolavarapuSushma 
and her son Ajay Kumar had 
entered the flat late at night 
and left after about an hour. Po-
lice then treated it as a murder-
for-gain case.

Special teams led by Ganna-
varam In-charge DSP Pala 
Srinivas and CI L. Ramesh 
traced and arrested the ac-
cused near KonayyaCheruvu. 
During interrogation, they re-
portedly confessed to the 
crime.Police recovered about 
390 grams of  gold, ₹1.6 lakh in 
cash, and a scooter used in the 
offence. The SP said the motive 
was financial distress and com-
mended the team for swiftly 
solving the case.

Gannavaram Murder Case Cracked; 
Gold, Cash Worth ₹56 Lakh Recovered
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 OPINION

I
n recent times, public dis-
course around controversial 
songs has often been reduced 
to a simplistic binary—ei-
ther defending or condemn-

ing a lyricist. Yet, this narrow fram-
ing misses the larger, more pressing 
question: what is the line between 
romance and vulgarity, and how 
should art  represent human 
beings?

Art has always drawn from my-
thology, literature, and lived experi-
ence. References to Shringara—ro-
mantic and sensual expression—are 
deeply embedded in classical tradi-
tions. From ancient poetry to devo-
tional compositions, expressions of  
love, longing, and desire have been 
celebrated as integral to human ex-
perience. However, to invoke mythol-
ogy as a blanket justification for all 
modern representations is both in-
tellectually lazy and culturally mis-
leading. The past must be under-
stood in its context, not blindly rep-
licated in the present.

Classical expressions of  Shringa-
ra were never merely about the body; 
they were about emotion, connec-
tion, and the complexity of  human 
relationships. Desire was portrayed 
with sensitivity, often intertwined 
with longing, separation, and emo-
tional depth. In contrast, much of  
today’s controversial content ap-
pears to strip away this depth, reduc-
ing individuals—especially wom-
en—to objects of  consumption.

This is where the real concern lies. 
The issue is not the presence of  sen-
suality, nor the mention of  the hu-
man body. The problem arises when 
a person is reduced to mere utility—
when relationships are depicted as 
transactions rather than emotional 
bonds. Romance seeks connection; 

vulgarity seeks consumption. The 
distinction is subtle yet profound.

Critics of  such content are often 
dismissed as regressive or overly 

sensitive. However, their objections 
are not merely about offensive 
words. They point to a deeper ideo-
logical shift—one that normalizes 

the commodification of  human be-
ings. When songs portray relation-
ships as casual exchanges, akin to a 
marketplace, they subtly reshape so-

cietal perceptions. A striking exam-
ple from the current controversy is 
the lyric: “Idikudaa antero.. prati 
vaaram santero,” which loosely 
evokes the idea of  something becom-
ing as routine and transactional as a 
weekly market. Such expressions 
risk reducing intimacy and human 
connection to repetitive, commercial 
activity.

It is also important to recognize 
that a song is not the product of  a 
single individual. Lyricists, compos-
ers, directors, producers, and per-
formers collectively shape the final 
output. Responsibility, therefore, is 
shared. While creative freedom is es-
sential, it cannot exist in isolation 
from social accountability. Art does 
not operate in a vacuum; it influenc-
es thought, behavior, and cultural 
norms.

Another critical dimension of  this 
debate is the evolving consciousness 
of  women in contemporary society. 
As conversations around equality, 
agency, and respect gain momentum, 
representations that reduce women 
to objects become increasingly dis-
cordant. The question is not about 
restricting artistic expression but 
about aligning it with a more hu-
mane and respectful worldview.

Defenders of  controversial con-
tent often argue that “it’s just a 
song.” While a single piece of  art 
may not transform society, culture is 
shaped cumulatively. What we re-
peatedly see and hear becomes nor-
malized. Over time, the extraordi-
nary becomes ordinary, and the 
unacceptable becomes acceptable.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect 
of  this trend is the portrayal of  deep-
ly complex and often painful reali-
ties—such as prostitution—as casual 
or entertainment. Such representa-

tions risk trivializing issues like ex-
ploitation and human trafficking, 
obscuring the harsh truths behind 
them. When human experiences are 
reduced to price tags and transac-
tions, empathy is replaced by 
indifference.

This debate, therefore, is not about 
censorship or moral policing. It is 
about introspection. It is about ask-
ing whether our art elevates human 
dignity or diminishes it—whether it 
fosters understanding or encourages 
objectification.

Romance, in its truest sense, cele-
brates the entirety of  a human be-
ing—their emotions, vulnerabilities, 
and individuality. When art loses 
sight of  this, it risks becoming hol-
low, driven not by expression but by 
exploitation.

Evantually, the question is simple 
yet urgent: Are we creating a culture 
that sees people as individuals, or 
one that sees them as commodities? 
The answer will define not just our 
art, but the society we become.

A
mma Ariyan (Re-
port to Mother) 
directed by John 
Abraham, was re-
leased in 1986. It 

remains one of  the most revo-
lutionary works in the histo-
ry of  Indian parallel cinema. 
More than a film, it is a tragic 
chronicle of  a generation 
whose dreams were shat-
tered. Political idealism, 
failed revolutions, the confu-
sion of  youth, death, and 
motherhood all these are wo-
ven together through a deeply 
poetic visual language, mak-
ing Amma Ariyan a rare cin-
ematic experience.
The film opens with a corpse. 
In the Wayanad region, a 
young man named Purushan 
discovers the body of  a youth 
hanging from a tree and sus-
pects that it may be Hari, a 
tabla artist. Along with his 
friends, he sets out to inform 
Hari’s mother about the 
death. Yet the journey gradu-
ally transcends the act of  de-
livering tragic news. It be-
comes an inward exploration 
of  an era, a revolutionary 
generation, and the collapse 
of  its dreams.
In this film, the journey mat-
ters more than the story it-
self. Students, workers, politi-
cal activists, and artists 
encountered along the way 
echo the history of  an entire 
period through their conver-
sations. The despair, exhaus-
tion, and directionless experi-
enced by Indian youth after 

the intense Left movements 
of  the 1970s resonate pro-
foundly throughout the film.
John Abraham pushed cine-
matic language into an en-
tirely new dimension in 
Amma Ariyan. Documentary 
realism merges seamlessly 
with poetic imagery and po-
litical commentary. Rather 
than merely watching a film, 
the viewer feels as though 
they are walking through a 
collective pilgrimage under 
the shadow of  memories. 
What makes the film truly ex-
traordinary is also the man-
ner in which it was made.
Born in Kerala in 1937, John 
Abraham studied at the Film 
and Television Institute in 
Pune, where he came deeply 
under the influence of  great 
filmmakers like Ritwik Gha-
tak. Like Ghatak, Abraham 
viewed cinema as a social and 
p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r ve n t i o n . 
Though he directed only a 
handful of  films, each one 
was a radical experiment. 
Films such as Vidyarthikale 
Ithile Ithile, Agraharathil Ka-
zhuthai,  Cheriyachante 
Kroorakrithyangal,  and 
Amma Ariyan introduced a 
new language to Indian paral-
lel cinema. Among them, 
Amma Ariyan stands as his 
artistic summit.
One of  the most remarkable 
ideas in John Abraham’s life 
was the “Odessa Collective,” 
a people’s film movement he 
founded. Through this collec-
tive, Amma Ariyan was pro-

duced by traveling through 
villages and collecting small 
contributions from ordinary 
people. As a result, it became 
one of  India’s earliest truly 
“people-funded” films. Abra-
ham believed cinema be-
longed to the people, and that 
conviction is reflected in eve-
ry frame of  the film.
The black-and-white cinema-
tography creates an atmos-
phere of  immense political 
intensity. The camera does 
not merely portray the land-
scapes of  Kerala as beautiful 
scenery; it reveals the buried 
histories, struggles, and si-
lences embedded within the 
land itself. More than dia-
logue, it is the faces, walks, 
pauses, and silences that 
speak.
Ultimately, Amma Ariyan re-
mains as a haunting ques-
tion: when young people who 
dedicated their lives to revo-
lution die, what do we tell 
their mothers? Who is re-
sponsible for the failure of  
those dreams? How does soci-
ety lose its children?
In the history of  Indian politi-
cal cinema, Amma Ariyan 
stands as an unparalleled 
milestone. It is not merely a 
film but a visual embodiment 
of  a generation’s anguish. 
Even today, watching it does 
not simply evoke the past, it 
interrogates our contempo-
rary society as well.
But with time, film reels de-
cay. Images fade, sound dete-
riorates, and some films dis-

appear altogether. Film 
restoration grants such mas-
terpieces a digital rebirth 
through modern technology. 
Because of  restoration, to-
day’s audiences can once 
again experience classics like 
Pather Panchali and Maya 
Bazaar. This revival of  old 
cinema is what we call film 
restoration.
Film restoration reconnects 
newer generations with their 
artistic heritage. The visual 
language, music, performanc-
es, and narrative styles of  
classic cinema deepen and en-

r i c h  c i n e m a t i c 
consciousness.
Like many great films lost to 
time, Amma Ariyan too had 
deteriorated over the years. 
Film prints were damaged, 
negatives decayed, and visual 
quality faded. A film that car-
ried the political anguish of  
an entire generation faced the 
danger of  vanishing into ob-
scurity. The Film Heritage 
Foundation undertook a 4K 
restoration project for the 
film under the leadership of  
renowned film preservation-
i s t  S h i v e n d r a  S i n g h 

Dungarpur.
Special care was taken to pre-
serve John Abraham’s visual 
language, the depth of  the 
black and white cinematogra-
phy, and the film’s political 
a t m o s p h e r e  w i t h o u t 
compromise.
The restored version’s selec-
tion for the “Cannes Classics” 
section at the 2026 Cannes 
Film Festival was seen as a 
moment of  pride for Indian 
parallel cinema. John Abra-
ham’s masterpiece once 
again drew the attention of  
the world.

 Amma Ariyan — The Eternal Political Poem of Cinema

Varala Anand

Poet, Film Critic &
Recipient of Sahitya 
Akademi Award for 

Translation

Sudha Murali
Poet, Writer & Critic

When Love Becomes a Marketplace: Rethinking Art, Desire, and Human Dignity
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Political Turmoil in West Bengal: Is TMC Facing a Major Internal Crisis?
Ravi Podili
West Bengal politics has been 

stirred by a series of  developments 
that have fueled speculation about 
growing unrest within the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC). The 
controversy began after BJP MP 
Soumitra Khan claimed that nearly 
50 TMC MLAs and 20 MPs are un-
happy with the party leadership 
and are prepared to join the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) if  
the party's central leadership gives 
its approval.

According to Khan, if  the BJP 
decides to induct these leaders, the 
Trinamool Congress could face a 
severe setback and may even strug-
gle to retain its position as a major 
political force in the state. His re-
marks have intensified political 
discussions ahead of  crucial elec-
toral battles in West Bengal.

However, senior TMC leader and 
MP Saugata Roy strongly rejected 

these claims, describing them as 
completely false and politically mo-
tivated. He accused the BJP of  de-
liberately spreading misinforma-
tion to create confusion and project 
an image of  instability within the 
ruling party.

Soumitra Khan also launched a 
sharp attack on TMC National Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Banerjee. 
Referring to him as a "sinner," 
Khan alleged that those involved in 
wrongdoing would eventually face 
legal consequences. He further 
claimed that a "bulldozer is wait-
ing" outside Banerjee's residence, 
suggesting that action would be 
taken against those responsible for 
targeting BJP workers in the past.

Meanwhile, signs of  internal 
friction within the TMC have con-
tinued to attract attention. The re-
cent appearance of  Barasat MP 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar at an offi-
cial review meeting led by Leader 

of  Opposition Suvendu Adhikari 
sparked widespread speculation. 
The development gained signifi-
cance because Kakoli was recently 
removed from her position as the 
TMC's Chief  Whip in the Lok Sab-
ha. Reports that the Centre has pro-
vided her with Y-category security 
have further fueled political 
rumors.

Adding to the party's concerns, a 
wave of  resignations by municipal 
councillors has raised questions 
about TMC's grassroots strength. 
Nearly 100 councillors from vari-
ous municipalities across the state 
have reportedly stepped down in 
recent weeks. In Bhatpara Munici-
pality, 30 of  the 35 councillors, in-
cluding Chairperson Reba Raha, 
resigned from the party. Similar 
resignations have been reported 
from Halisahar and Kanchrapara 
municipalities.

Reports suggesting that Kolkata 

Mayor Firhad Hakim may also con-
sider stepping down from his posi-
tion have further intensified specu-
lation. In response, Municipal 
Affairs Minister Agnimitra Paul 
has indicated that administrators 
may be appointed in municipalities 
where councillor positions remain 
vacant.

The TMC is also facing pressure 
from corruption investigations. 
The arrest of  former minister Sujit 
Bose in a municipal recruitment 
scam and ongoing scrutiny of  sev-
eral party leaders by central inves-
tigative agencies have added to the 
challenges confronting the ruling 
party.

While TMC leaders insist that 
the party remains united and 
strong, the recent developments 
have given the opposition an oppor-
tunity to question the party's sta-
bility and future political prospects 
in West Bengal.

Tiffany Trump, Husband Michael Boulos Visit 
Delhi’s Akshardham Temple During India Tour

Tiffany Trump, daughter of  
US President Donald Trump, 
and her husband Michael Bou-
los recently visited the iconic 
Akshardham Temple in New 
Delhi as part of  their private 
trip to India. The visit attracted 
considerable attention after 
photographs and videos from 
the temple complex surfaced 
online.

Tiffany described the experi-
ence as “incredible” and ex-
pressed admiration for India’s 
rich cultural and spiritual her-
itage. Accompanied by friends, 
the couple spent time exploring 
the sprawling temple complex, 
which is renowned for its mag-
nificent architecture, intricate 
stone carvings, and exhibitions 
that showcase Indian history, 
traditions, and values.

The Akshardham Temple ad-
ministration also welcomed 
the visitors and highlighted 
their interest in learning about 
Indian culture and spirituality. 
During their visit, Tiffany and 
Michael toured various sec-
tions of  the temple and inter-
acted with officials associated 
with the complex.

Their India tour is under-
stood to be entirely private, 
with no official diplomatic en-
gagements. Following their 
visit to New Delhi, the couple 
traveled to Agra to see the Taj 
Mahal, one of  India’s most cel-
ebrated monuments and a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site. Re-
ports suggest that they are also 
expected to visit Rajasthan, in-
cluding popular tourist desti-
nations such as Jaisalmer.

The visit has generated sig-
nificant public interest be-
cause of  Tiffany Trump’s asso-
ciation with one of  America’s 
most prominent political fami-
lies. Security arrangements 
were reportedly heightened 
during the trip, although offi-
cials emphasized that the visit 
was personal in nature.

Tiffany Trump is the daugh-
ter of  Donald Trump and his 
former wife Marla Maples. A 
graduate of  Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center, she has 
maintained a relatively low 
public profile compared to 
some other members of  the 
Trump family. She married 
businessman Michael Boulos 

in 2022, and the couple has fre-
quently attended major family 
and public events together.

Their visit to Akshardham 
Temple highlights the growing 
appeal of  India’s cultural, spir-
itual, and historical landmarks 
among international visitors. 
Over the years, the temple has 
welcomed numerous global 
dignitaries, celebrities, and 
public figures who have come 

to experience its architectural 
grandeur and learn about In-
dia’s rich heritage.

As Tiffany Trump and Mi-
chael Boulos continue their In-
dia tour, their visits to some of  
the country’s most iconic desti-
nations have drawn attention 
both in India and abroad, fur-
ther showcasing the nation’s 
cultural and tourism appeal on 
the global stage.

DK Shivakumar Likely to Take Oath as 
Karnataka Chief Minister on June 3

Karnataka is likely to wit-
ness a significant political tran-
sition, with senior Congress 
leader and current Deputy 
Chief  Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar expected to take oath as the 
state's next Chief  Minister on 
June 3, according to sources.

The swearing-in ceremony is 
expected to be held in Bengalu-
ru and is likely to be a relatively 
simple affair. Preparations are 
reportedly underway, while the 
Congress Legislature Party is 
expected to formally approve 
Shivakumar’s elevation to the 
top post.

The anticipated leadership 
change comes after extensive 
discussions within the Con-
gress high command regarding 
the future leadership of  the 
state. Party leaders are report-
edly focused on ensuring a 
smooth transfer of  power and 
maintaining unity within the 

Karnataka Congress unit.
D.K. Shivakumar has been 

one of  the most influential Con-
gress leaders in Karnataka 
over the past several years. 
Widely recognized for his or-
ganizational abilities and po-
litical strategy, he played a cru-
cial role in strengthening the 
party ahead of  the Assembly 
elections and has been instru-
mental in managing key politi-
cal challenges.

His elevation to the Chief  
Minister’s post is being viewed 
as a major milestone in his long 
political career. Having served 
as a legislator multiple times 
and held several important 
ministerial portfolios, Shivaku-
mar has built a reputation as 
one of  the Congress party’s 
strongest leaders in southern 
India.

Political observers believe 
the leadership transition is 

part of  the party’s broader 
strategy to balance internal in-
terests and ensure stability in 
the state government. The 
move is also expected to 
strengthen the Congress ahead 
of  future electoral contests.

Attention is now turning to 
the formation of  the new Cabi-
net. Discussions are reportedly 
underway regarding ministe-
rial appointments, with the 
party leadership considering 
factors such as regional repre-
sentation, social balance, ad-
ministrative experience, and 
generational leadership.

Sources suggest that only a 
limited number of  ministers 
may be sworn in initially, while 
a larger Cabinet expansion 
could take place at a later stage. 
The final composition of  the 
Cabinet is expected to reflect 
the party’s effort to maintain 
political equilibrium across 
various regions and communi-
ties in Karnataka.

Shivakumar’s expected ap-
pointment has generated con-
siderable interest among party 
workers and political observ-
ers, many of  whom see him as 
a leader capable of  consolidat-
ing the Congress government 
and steering it through the next 
phase of  governance.

With an official announce-
ment anticipated soon, all eyes 
are now on Bengaluru as the 
state prepares for a new chap-
ter in its political journey un-
d e r  D. K .  S h iv a k u m a r ’s 
leadership.

Rabri Devi Asked to Vacate Iconic Patna 
Bungalow, Political Storm Brews in Bihar

A fresh political controver-
sy has erupted in Bihar after 
former Chief  Minister and 
RJD leader Rabri Devi was 
issued a notice to vacate the 
government bungalow at 10 
Circular Road in Patna, a res-
idence closely associated 
with the Lalu Prasad Yadav 
f amily  for  nearly  two 
decades.

The Bihar government has 
reportedly allotted the bun-
galow to state minister Nand 
Kishore Ram, prompting 
strong opposition from the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD). 
The development has quickly 
turned into a political flash-
point, with both sides accus-
ing each other of  playing 
politics over the issue.

According to the notice is-
sued by the state’s Building 
Construction Department, 
Rabri Devi has been asked to 
move to another government 
residence at 39 Harding 
Road, which was previously 
allotted to her in her capacity 
as the Leader of  Opposition 
in the Bihar Legislative 
Council. Officials claim that 
despite having an alternative 
accommodation, she contin-
ued to occupy the Circular 
Road residence.

Reacting sharply to the 
eviction notice, Rabri Devi 
made it clear that she has no 
intention of  vacating the 
bungalow voluntarily. She 
stated that authorities could 
take whatever action they 
deemed necessary, but she 
would not leave the residence 
on her own. Her remarks 
have further escalated the po-

litical confrontation between 
the ruling NDA government 
and the opposition RJD.

The bungalow at 10 Circu-
lar Road holds significant po-
litical importance in Bihar. It 
served as Rabri Devi’s offi-
cial residence during her ten-
ure as Chief  Minister and 
later became a key political 
hub for the Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav family. Over the years, 
several important political 
meetings, discussions, and 
party strategies have been as-
sociated with the property.

The RJD has strongly criti-
cized the government’s move, 
alleging that the decision is 
politically motivated. Party 
leaders argue that the timing 
of  the notice raises questions 
and claim that the govern-
ment is attempting to target 
a senior opposition leader. 
They have described the ac-
tion as an effort to politically 
harass Rabri Devi and the Ya-
dav family.

Meanwhile, government 

officials insist that the deci-
sion is purely administrative 
and in accordance with es-
tablished rules governing 
government accommodation. 
They maintain that once an 
alternative residence has 
been allotted, occupants are 
expected to vacate properties 
assigned for official use.

The dispute has added 
fresh tension to Bihar’s po-
litical landscape at a time 
when political parties are al-
ready gearing up for future 
electoral battles. With Rabri 
Devi refusing to leave the 
bungalow and the govern-
ment standing by its deci-
sion, the issue is likely to re-
main at the center of  political 
debate in the state.

	 As the standoff  con-
tinues, the fate of  one of  Bi-
har’s most prominent politi-
cal  addresses  remains 
uncertain, ensuring that the 
controversy will stay in the 
headlines for the foreseeable 
future.

9 Terror Suspects Linked to Pakistan’s ISI, Dawood 
Network Arrested; Delhi Attacks Allegedly Planned

In a major counter-terror op-
eration, security agencies have 
arrested nine suspected terror-
ists with alleged links to Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) and underworld 
don Dawood Ibrahim’s net-
work. Investigators believe the 
group was planning a series of  
terror attacks in Delhi and oth-
er parts of  northern India.

According to officials, the ar-
rests were made following a 
coordinated operation carried 
out by multiple intelligence 
and law enforcement agencies 
after receiving specific inputs 
about suspicious activities and 
possible terror plots. The ac-
cused were reportedly operat-
ing as part of  a larger network 
w i t h  c r o s s - b o r d e r 
connections.

Preliminary investigations 
suggest that the suspects were 
in touch with handlers based 
in Pakistan and were allegedly 
receiving instructions, logisti-
cal support, and funding 

through various channels. Se-
curity agencies believe the 
group was attempting to estab-
lish sleeper-cell operations and 
recruit local operatives for fu-
ture attacks.

Officials stated that the ar-
rested individuals were alleg-
edly planning to target crowd-
ed public places, important 
government installations, and 
sensitive locations in the na-
tional capital. Investigators 
are examining whether recon-
naissance activities had al-
ready been conducted at poten-
tial targets.

During the operation, agen-
cies reportedly recovered a sig-
nificant quantity of  incrimi-
nating material, including 
communication devices, docu-
ments, digital evidence, and 
items suspected to be linked to 
terror activities. The seized 
material is currently being ex-
amined by forensic and intel-
ligence experts.

Authorities have also alleged 

that the network had connec-
tions to individuals associated 
with Dawood Ibrahim’s crimi-
nal syndicate. Investigators be-
lieve these links may have 
been used to facilitate finan-
cial transactions, logistical ar-
rangements, and movement of  
operatives across different 
locations.

Security officials say the op-
eration prevented what could 
have been a serious threat to 
public safety. They emphasized 
that the arrests highlight con-
tinued efforts by hostile ele-
ments to destabilize the coun-
try through coordinated terror 
activities.

The accused are currently 
being interrogated, and agen-
cies are working to identify ad-
ditional members of  the net-
work. Investigators are also 
trying to determine the full 
extent of  the alleged conspira-
cy, including possible interna-
tional connections and fund-
ing sources.

The arrests come amid 
heightened security concerns 
and increased vigilance by in-
telligence agencies across the 
country. Authorities have in-
tensified surveillance and 
monitoring of  suspected ter-
ror modules following recent 
intelligence inputs regarding 
potential threats.

Officials stated that the in-
vestigation remains ongoing 
and that further arrests cannot 
be ruled out. Security agencies 
are also coordinating with oth-
er state police units and cen-
tral intelligence organizations 
to trace possible links to broad-
er terror networks operating 
across the region.

The operation is being 
viewed as a significant break-
through in India’s counter-ter-
ror efforts, with agencies 
claiming that timely intelli-
gence and coordinated action 
helped thwart a potentially 
dangerous plot before it could 
be executed.
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US Defence Secretary Calls India ‘Powerful’, Praises 
Military Modernisation at Shangri-La Dialogue

US Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth has praised India’s 
growing military strength and 
modernization efforts, de-
scribing the country as a 
“powerful” nation that is rap-
idly enhancing its defence ca-
pabilities. His remarks came 
during the Shangri-La Dia-
logue in Singapore, one of  
Asia’s most influential secu-
rity and defence forums.

Addressing delegates at the 
event, Hegseth highlighted In-
dia’s expanding military in-
frastructure, defence manu-
facturing capabilities, and 
strategic logistics network. He 
noted that India is steadily 
building the capacity required 
to support advanced military 
operations while strengthen-
ing its role as a key security 
player in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

The US defence chief  also 
emphasized the deepening 
strategic partnership between 
India and the United States. 
He pointed to ongoing collabo-
ration in defence technology, 
military training, and co-pro-
duction initiatives, describing 
the relationship as an impor-
tant pillar of  regional security 
and stability.

Hegseth’s comments came 
amid broader discussions on 

the evolving security land-
scape in Asia and growing 
concerns over China’s ex-
panding military influence. 
While discussing regional 
challenges, he stressed the im-
portance of  maintaining a 
free, open, and stable Indo-Pa-
cific and warned against any 
attempts to establish domi-
nance over the region.

He also urged countries 
across Asia to increase their 
d e f e n c e  s p e n d i n g  a n d 
strengthen their military pre-
paredness. According to Heg-
seth, regional security re-
quires a collective effort, with 
nations taking greater respon-
sibility for safeguarding their 
interests in an increasingly 
c o m p l e x  g e o p o l i t i c a l 
environment.

The Shangri-La Dialogue 
this year has focused exten-
sively on defence cooperation, 
military readiness, and shift-
ing power dynamics across 
the Indo-Pacific. Against this 
backdrop, Hegseth’s remarks 
underscored the growing im-
portance Washington places 
on India as a strate gic 
partner.

India has significantly ac-
celerated its military modern-
ization efforts in recent years, 
investing in advanced defence 

technologies, indigenous 
weapons systems, and en-
hanced operational capabili-
ties across its armed forces. 
T h e s e  i n i t i at ive s  h ave 
strengthened the country’s 
ability to respond to emerging 
security challenges while ex-
panding its influence in the 
region.

The praise from the US de-
fence secretary reflects the in-
creasingly close ties between 
New Delhi and Washington, 
particularly in areas such as 
defence cooperation, mari-
time security, intelligence 

sharing, and joint military 
exercises.

As geopolitical competition 
intensifies across the Indo-Pa-
cific, India’s growing military 
capabilities and strategic im-
portance are expected to play 
an increasingly significant 
role in shaping the region’s se-
curity architecture. Hegseth’s 
comments serve as another in-
dication of  the expanding 
partnership between the two 
democracies and their shared 
interest in maintaining stabil-
ity and security in the 
region.

Trump’s Doctor Advises Weight Loss and More 
Exercise Despite ‘Excellent Health’ Report

US President Donald Trump 
has been declared to be in “ex-
cellent health” following a 
comprehensive medical exam-
ination, though his physician 
has recommended that he lose 
weight and increase physical 
activity to maintain his long-
term well-being.

The health assessment was 
conducted at Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center 
and involved a series of  de-
tailed evaluations, including 
cardiovascular, neurological, 
and general health screenings. 
According to the report, the 
79-year-old president remains 
fully capable of  carrying out 
the demanding responsibili-
ties of  his office.

Doctors found that Trump’s 
heart, lungs, and neurological 
functions were all in good con-
dition. The report also noted 
that he performed exception-
ally well in cognitive testing, 
reinforcing the conclusion 
that he remains mentally fit 
and capable of  handling the 
pressures associated with the 
presidency.

Despite the largely positive 
findings, medical experts ad-
vised the president to focus on 
lifestyle improvements, par-
ticularly in relation to weight 
management and physical fit-
ness. Trump currently weighs 
approximately 238 pounds (108 
kilograms), placing him close 
to the obesity threshold based 
on body mass index measure-
ments. Physicians suggested 
that regular exercise and a 
healthier lifestyle could fur-
ther improve his overall health 
profile and reduce future 
risks.

The examination also identi-
fied a few minor health issues. 
Doctors noted slight swelling 
in his lower legs, which was 
linked to chronic venous in-
sufficiency, a condition that af-
fects blood circulation in the 
veins. However, they reported 
that the condition has im-
proved compared to previous 
evaluations and is being effec-
tively managed.

In addition, the report men-
tioned minor bruising on 
Trump’s hands, which doctors 
attributed to frequent hand-
shakes and the use of  aspirin. 
Medical professionals de-
scribed the bruising as harm-
less and not a cause for 
concern.

The release of  the health re-
port comes as public interest 
in the president’s physical con-
dition remains high. With 

Trump approaching his 80th 
birthday, questions about age, 
fitness, and stamina continue 
to attract attention from both 
supporters and critics.

Throughout his political ca-
reer, Trump has frequently 
emphasized his energy levels 
and active lifestyle. He has of-
ten pointed to his busy work 
schedule and regular partici-
pation in golf  as evidence of  
his physical fitness.

While the latest medical 
evaluation includes recom-
mendations for weight loss 
and increased exercise, the 
overall conclusion was over-
whelmingly positive. Doctors 
stated that Trump remains in 
strong physical and mental 
condition and is fully capable 
of  continuing to perform his 
duties as President of  the 
United States.

US-Iran Ceasefire Talks Gain Momentum 
as Trump Reviews Draft Agreement

The United States and Iran 
appear to be edging closer to 
a potential diplomatic break-
through, with President Don-
ald Trump reportedly review-
ing a draft agreement that 
could extend the current 
ceasefire and pave the way 
for broader negotiations be-
tween the two countries.

According to reports, nego-
tiators from both sides have 
reached a preliminary under-
standing on a proposed 60-
day extension of  the cease-
fire. However, the agreement 
is yet to receive final approv-
al from Trump, whose deci-
sion is expected to determine 
the next phase of  relations 
between Washington and 
Tehran.

The US president recently 
convened a high-level meet-
ing at the White House to as-
sess the proposed framework. 
Trump has repeatedly em-
phasized that any agreement 
must ensure that Iran does 
not develop nuclear weapons 
and that international ship-
ping through the Strait of  
H o r m u z  r e m a i n s 
uninterrupted.

The Strait of  Hormuz con-
tinues to be one of  the most 
sensitive issues in the nego-
tiations. As a vital global en-
ergy corridor through which 
a significant portion of  the 
world’s oil supply passes, any 
disruption in the region has 
immediate implications for 
international energy mar-
kets. Negotiators have report-
edly focused on restoring 
maritime stability, reducing 
military tensions, and creat-
ing conditions for wider dis-
cussions on security and nu-
clear-related concerns.

Despite progress in talks, 
several differences remain 

unresolved. Iranian officials 
have reportedly expressed 
reservations about certain 
aspects of  the proposed ar-
rangement and have rejected 
some claims made by US of-
ficials regarding the terms of  
the agreement. Tehran con-
tinues to maintain that its nu-
clear programme is intended 
for peaceful purposes and in-
sists on protecting its nation-
a l  i n t e r e s t s  d u r i n g 
negotiations.

The conflict between the 
two nations has witnessed pe-
riods of  heightened tension 
over recent months, includ-
ing military confrontations, 
naval incidents, and accusa-

tions of  ceasefire violations. 
These developments have 
complicated efforts to estab-
lish lasting peace and have 
underscored the fragile na-
ture of  the current truce.

At the same time, US offi-
cials have made it clear that 
while diplomacy remains 
their preferred option, mili-
tary measures remain on the 
table if  negotiations fail. 
This dual-track approach re-
flects Washington’s effort to 
maintain pressure while pur-
suing a political solution.

Global financial markets 
have responded positively to 
signs of  progress. Oil prices 
have eased from recent highs, 

and investors have welcomed 
indications that stability 
could return to one of  the 
world’s most strategically im-
portant regions.

As discussions continue, 
international attention re-
mains focused on whether 
the proposed ceasefire exten-
sion can evolve into a broader 
agreement addressing long-
standing disputes over re-
gional security and Iran’s nu-
clear programme. Trump’s 
final decision is expected to 
play a crucial role in deter-
mining whether the current 
momentum leads to lasting 
diplomatic progress or re-
newed tensions.

Ukraine Uses AI-Powered Drones to 
Disrupt Russian Supply Networks

Ukraine is increasingly de-
ploying artificial intelligence-
powered drones to target Russian 
supply routes, logistics hubs, am-
munition depots, and military 
infrastructure, highlighting the 
growing role of  advanced tech-
nology in modern warfare.

Military analysts say these 
next-generation drones are being 
used not only to destroy strategic 
assets but also to disrupt Russia’s 
ability to move troops, fuel, weap-
ons, and supplies to the front 
lines. By attacking critical logis-
tical networks, Ukraine aims to 
weaken operational efficiency 
and create challenges for Russian 
military planning.

The drones are capable of  op-
erating deep behind the battle-
field, striking targets located far 
from active combat zones. Their 
enhanced capabilities allow them 
to identify targets more effective-
ly, navigate complex environ-
ments, and carry out missions 
with greater precision than 
many traditional unmanned 
systems.

A key objective of  Ukraine’s 
strategy is to make Russian sup-
ply chains increasingly vulnera-
ble. Repeated attacks on trans-
port corridors, storage facilities, 
fuel depots, and command cent-
ers force military planners to re-
locate assets and adjust logistics 
routes, often resulting in longer 
delivery times and increased op-
erational costs.

Ukrainian authorities have re-
portedly expanded investment in 
drone technology over the past 

year, recognizing its growing im-
portance on the battlefield. The 
use of  artificial intelligence has 
improved the effectiveness of  
these systems by enabling faster 
data processing, improved target 
recognition, and more coordinat-
ed operations.

Experts note that AI-assisted 
drones can help operators make 
quicker decisions and, in some 
cases, allow groups of  drones to 
work together more efficiently. 
This capability has become par-
ticularly valuable in an environ-
ment where speed and adaptabil-
ity are critical to battlefield 
success.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict 
has increasingly become a test-
ing ground for drone warfare. 
Both sides have integrated un-
manned systems into their mili-
tary operations on an unprece-
dented scale, using them for 
surveillance, reconnaissance, 
precision strikes, and tactical 
support.

At the same time, Russia has 
also accelerated the development 

and deployment of  its own drone 
technologies, creating a rapidly 
evolving technological competi-
tion. As each side seeks to gain 
an advantage, innovation in un-
manned systems has become a 
defining feature of  the conflict.

Military observers believe the 
growing use of  AI-powered 
drones marks a significant shift 
in how wars are fought. Rather 
than relying solely on conven-
tional weapons and large-scale 
troop movements, modern mili-
taries are increasingly using in-
telligent autonomous systems to 
gather information, strike tar-
g e t s,  a n d  d i s r u p t  e n e my 
operations.

Ukraine’s expanding drone 
campaign demonstrates how 
emerging technologies are re-
shaping the battlefield, with lo-
gistics and supply networks be-
coming as important a target as 
frontline military positions. The 
trend is expected to influence 
military strategies worldwide as 
nations study the lessons emerg-
ing from the conflict.

Satellite Images Show China Expanding Infrastructure Near Nuclear Missile Silos
New satellite images have 

revealed that China is con-
structing extensive military 
infrastructure near several of  
its nuclear missile silo fields, 
highlighting the country’s on-
going efforts to modernize and 
strengthen its strategic nucle-
ar capabilities.

According to analysts who 
reviewed the images, the con-
struction includes launch 
pads, fortified bunkers, com-
mand-and-control facilities, 
communications centers, and 
support infrastructure located 
near key missile sites in re-
mote desert regions. The de-
velopments are seen as part of  
a broader effort to enhance the 
effectiveness and survivability 
of  China’s nuclear forces.

The satellite photographs 

reportedly show more than 80 
launch pads spread across the 
area. Experts believe these 
sites could support a range of  
military operations, including 
the deployment of  mobile mis-
sile launchers, air-defense sys-
tems, surveillance equipment, 
and electronic warfare assets. 
The facilities are connected 
through a growing network of  
roads and logistical infra-
structure designed to support 
rapid military operations.

One of  the most notable 
findings is the presence of  sev-
eral large octagon-shaped mil-
itary complexes near the mis-
sile fields. These installations 
appear to contain reinforced 
bunkers, operational head-
quarters, weapons storage fa-
cilities, and accommodation 

for personnel. Analysts sug-
gest that these complexes may 
serve as critical command 
hubs responsible for coordi-
nating strate gic missile 
activities.

The scale and pace of  con-
struction have attracted inter-
national attention because 
they indicate a significant ex-
pansion of  China’s nuclear-
related infrastructure. While 
China has traditionally main-
tained a relatively smaller nu-
clear arsenal compared to 
some other major powers, re-
cent developments suggest an 
increasing focus on strength-
ening its strategic deterrence 
capabilities.

	 Defence experts be-
lieve the new infrastructure is 
designed to improve the sur-

vivability of  China’s missile 
forces and ensure that they re-
main operational even during 
a potential conflict. By dis-
persing assets and building 
protected facilities, the mili-
tary can reduce vulnerability 
to enemy attacks and maintain 
a  c r e d i b l e  r e t a l i a t o r y 
capability.

	 China has consistent-
ly maintained that its nuclear 
policy is defensive in nature 
and that it adheres to a “no 
first use” doctrine, meaning it 
would not initiate a nuclear 
strike. However, the rapid ex-
pansion of  missile silos, 
launch facilities, and support-
ing infrastructure has led to 
growing scrutiny from secu-
rity analysts and governments 
around the world.

	 The construction ac-
tivity comes at a time of  in-
creasing geopolitical competi-
tion, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific region. Issues in-
volving regional security, mili-
tary modernization, and stra-
tegic deterrence have become 
central topics in global de-
fence discussions.

	 As satellite technolo-
gy continues to provide de-
tailed insights into military 
developments, China’s ex-
panding nuclear infrastruc-
ture is likely to remain a key 
focus for international observ-
ers. The latest images suggest 
that Beijing is investing heav-
ily in strengthening its long-
term strategic capabilities, po-
tentially reshaping the balance 
of  power in the years ahead.
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Markets End Weak Amid FII Selling; 
Rupee Extends Weekly Gains

Indian equity markets ended 
the week on a subdued note, 
with benchmarks closing lower 
amid sustained foreign institu-
tional investor (FII) selling and 
profit-booking in heavyweight 
stocks. Investor sentiment re-
mained cautious due to global 
uncertainties, including ongo-
ing geopolitical concerns and 
fluctuating crude oil prices.

During the holiday-shortened 
trading week, both the Sensex 
and Nifty remained under pres-
sure as selling by foreign inves-

tors continued to weigh on mar-
ke t  m o m e n t u m .  D e s p i t e 
intermittent buying support 
from domestic institutional in-
vestors, overall sentiment stayed 
fragile, leading to a weak close 
for the major indices.

Broader markets showed 
mixed perfor mance. While 
benchmark indices declined, 
midcap stocks managed to out-
perform slightly, even touching 
fresh highs during the week. 
Smallcap indices also saw selec-
tive buying interest, indicating 

that participation was not en-
tirely absent but remained 
stock-specific rather than 
broad-based.

Sectorally, the week witnessed 
a mixed trend. Certain segments 
such as capital goods, power, and 
telecom saw gains, while sectors 
like FMCG, healthcare, and en-
ergy came under pressure. This 
rotation reflected cautious posi-
tioning by investors amid uncer-
tainty over global cues and do-
mestic earnings visibility.

A key highlight of  the week 

was continued FII outflows, 
which added to market volatility. 
Foreign investors remained net 
sellers, booking profits in Indian 
equities, while domestic institu-
tional investors continued to 
provide partial support through 
sustained buying activity. How-
ever, the imbalance between for-
eign selling and domestic buy-
ing kept overall indices under 
pressure.

In contrast to the equity mar-
ket weakness, the Indian rupee 
continued to show relative 
strength, extending its gains for 
the second consecutive week. 
The currency appreciated 
against the US dollar, supported 
by easing crude oil prices, softer 
global dollar strength, and im-
proved risk sentiment. This di-
vergence between equity weak-
ness and currency strength 
highlighted the mixed signals in 
the broader financial markets.

Overall, the week reflected a 
cautious trading environment 
driven by external pressures 
and selective sector participa-
tion. While equities struggled 
under FII selling and profit-tak-
ing, the rupee’s resilience of-
fered a positive counterbalance, 
suggesting that macroeconomic 
sentiment remained stable even 
as short-term market volatility 
persisted.

NSE Extends F&O Trading Hours: Market 
Closing Time Revised from August 3

The National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) has announced 
a change in trading hours for 
the equity derivatives (Fu-
tures & Options or F&O) seg-
ment, extending the market 
closing time by 10 minutes.

From August 3, 2026, the 
F&O segment will now close 
at 3:40 pm instead of  the cur-
rent 3:30 pm. The move 
slightly lengthens the regu-
lar trading session and is 
aimed at improving trading 
efficiency and price discov-
ery in the derivatives 
market.

According to the revised 
structure, while the main 
trading hours will continue 
as usual for most of  the day, 
the final phase of  trading 
will now extend into a 10-min-
ute additional window. This 
change will apply specifical-
ly to the F&O segment and 
will not significantly alter 
t h e  b r o a d e r  m a r k e t 
schedule.

The pre-open session, regu-
lar trading hours, and post-
market operations will re-
main largely unchanged. The 
adjustment only affects the 

closing time of  the deriva-
tives segment, ensuring that 
traders get a slightly longer 
window for executing end-of-
day positions.

Market experts note that 
even small timing adjust-
ments in the derivatives seg-
ment can influence trading 
strategies, particularly for 
high-frequency traders and 
institutional participants 
who rely on last-hour price 
movements. The extension is 
expected to provide better 
alignment with end-session 
p r i c e  d i s c o v e r y 
mechanisms.

The NSE has implemented 
several structural changes in 
recent years to improve mar-
ket efficiency, transparency, 
and liquidity. This latest ad-
justment continues that 
trend by refining trading 
timelines without disrupting 
overall market functioning.

With the new timing, the 
final half-hour of  trading—
often considered crucial for 
volatility and price settle-
ment—will now extend a lit-
tle further, potentially allow-
ing smoother order flow and 
b e t t e r  c l o s i n g  p r i c e 
formation.

The revised schedule will 
come into effect from August 
3, 2026, marking a minor but 
notable change for India’s de-
rivatives trading ecosystem.

Mahindra Manulife Mutual Fund Enters 
SIF Space with “MPOWER SIF” Platform

Mahindra Manulife Mutual 
Fund has announced its entry 
into the newly introduced Spe-
cialized Investment Fund (SIF) 
category with the launch of  its 
“MPOWER SIF” platform, 
marking a strategic expansion 
beyond traditional mutual 
fund offerings.

The move places the fund 
house among early partici-
pants in India’s evolving SIF 
ecosystem, which has been de-
signed to bridge the gap be-
tween conventional mutual 
funds and more advanced in-
vestment structures such as 
portfolio management servic-
es. The SIF framework allows 
fund managers greater flexi-
bility to use a wider range of  
strategies, including deriva-
tives-based and hybrid ap-
proaches, while still operating 
under SEBI regulation.

With the MPOWER SIF plat-
form, Mahindra Manulife 
aims to introduce a suite of  
differentiated investment 
strategies across equity, debt, 
and hybrid segments. These 
strategies are expected to go 

beyond standard long-only 
mutual fund structures and 
may include long-short posi-
tions, sector-focused alloca-
tions, and dynamic asset man-
a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s 
d e p e n d i n g  o n  m a r k e t 
conditions.

According to the fund house, 
the launch is intended to meet 
the needs of  investors seeking 
more tailored and outcome-

oriented investment solutions. 
The idea is to offer products 
that can adapt more actively to 
changing market cycles while 
maintaining a structured risk 
management framework.

Industry observers note that 
the SIF category itself  is posi-
tioned as a middle layer be-
tween mutual funds and high-
n e t - w o r t h  i n v e s t m e n t 
products, offering relatively 

higher flexibility but also car-
rying higher risk compared to 
traditional funds. The mini-
mum investment threshold for 
SIFs is significantly higher 
than regular mutual funds, 
targeting more experienced 
a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  aw a r e 
investors.

Mahindra Manulife’s move 
reflects a broader trend in the 
asset management industry, 
where fund houses are in-
creasingly looking to diversify 
their product offerings in re-
sponse to evolving investor ex-
pectations and regulatory in-
novation. The MPOWER SIF 
platform is expected to roll out 
multiple strategies over time, 
covering a mix of  equity-driv-
e n  a n d  d e b t - o r i e n t e d 
approaches.

With this launch, the com-
pany strengthens its presence 
in India’s actively evolving in-
vestment landscape, signaling 
a shift toward more sophisti-
cated and strategy-driven fund 
offerings aimed at investors 
seeking beyond-vanilla mar-
ket exposure.

Companies Can Now Use Part of CSR 
Funds via Social Stock Exchange

	 The Indian govern-
ment has introduced a new re-
form allowing companies to de-
ploy a portion of  their Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
funds through the Social Stock 
Exchange (SSE), marking a sig-
nificant shift in how corporate 
p h i l a n t h r o p y  c a n  b e 
channelled.

Under the revised framework, 
companies will now be permit-
ted to allocate up to 10% of  their 
annual CSR expenditure into in-
struments issued by non-profit 
organisations that are listed on 
recognised Social Stock Ex-
changes. These instruments are 
typically structured as zero-cou-
pon, zero-principal securities 
designed to support social im-
pact projects rather than gener-
ate financial returns.

	 The move is aimed at 
strengthening the Social Stock 
Exchange ecosystem, which was 
created to connect social enter-
prises and non-profits with 
funding sources in a more struc-
tured and transparent manner. 
By allowing CSR participation 
through SSE-listed instruments, 
the government hopes to im-
prove funding access for organi-

sations working in areas such as 
education, healthcare, rural de-
velopment, environmental pro-
tection, and livelihood genera-
tion.Officials believe this 
change will help formalise and 
scale up philanthropic capital 
flows in India. Instead of  CSR 
spending being limited to direct 
donations or standalone pro-
jects, companies will now have 
an additional regulated channel 
that links their mandatory CSR 
obligations with measurable so-
cial impact investments.

	 The reform is also ex-
pected to bring greater account-
ability and traceability to CSR 
spending. Since Social Stock Ex-
change listings require disclo-
sure and compliance standards, 
funds routed through this mech-
anism are likely to be monitored 
more closely compared to tradi-
tional CSR allocations.Experts 
view this development as an im-
portant step toward integrating 
capital markets with social im-
pact financing. 			 
	 It may encourage more 
non-profit organisations to for-
malise their operations and 
seek listing on the SSE, thereby 
expanding the overall ecosys-

tem of  impact-driven investing 
in the country.

	 At the same time, the 
policy introduces a new layer of  
responsibility for companies, 
which will need to evaluate both 
compliance requirements and 
the effectiveness of  social in-
struments before allocating CSR 
funds through this route.Over-
all, the initiative reflects a 
broader effort to make CSR 
spending more structured, 
transparent, and outcome-ori-
ented, while also giving the So-
cial Stock Exchange a stronger 
role in India’s development fi-
nance landscape.

Dr. Reddy’s Marks 25 Years on 
NYSE with Closing Bell Ceremony

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories has 
been invited to ring the closing 
bell at the New York Stock Ex-
change (NYSE) to commemo-
rate 25 years since its listing 
on the exchange, marking a 
major milestone in the com-
pany’s global journey.

The Hyderabad-based phar-
maceutical company first list-
ed on the NYSE in April 2001, 
becoming the first Asian phar-
ma firm (outside Japan) to be 
listed on the prestigious US 
exchange. Since then, the com-
pany has expanded its pres-
ence across major global mar-
kets, including the United 
States, Europe, and emerging 
regions, building a strong in-
ternational footprint in gener-
ics, biosimilars, and active 
pharmaceutical ingredients.

The symbolic closing bell 
ceremony, scheduled at the 
NYSE headquarters in New 
York, is a recognition of  the 
company’s long-standing per-
formance, governance stand-
ards, and sustained global 
growth over a quarter century. 
Senior leadership from Dr. 
Reddy’s, including top execu-
tives and board members, is 
expected to attend the event.

The company has stated that 

the milestone reflects not only 
its successful listing history 
but also its continued commit-
ment to delivering affordable 
medicines and expanding ac-
cess to healthcare worldwide. 
Over the years, Dr. Reddy’s has 
evolved from a domestic phar-
maceutical player into a glob-
ally integrated healthcare 
company with operations 
s p a n n i n g  m u l t i p l e 
continents.

The NYSE closing bell is of-
ten used to honor major corpo-
rate achievements, anniversa-
ries, and market milestones. 
For Dr. Reddy’s, the event un-
derscores its position as one of  
India’s prominent multina-

tional pharmaceutical compa-
nies with a long-standing pres-
e n c e  i n  g l o b a l  c a p i t a l 
markets.

The celebration comes at a 
time when the company con-
tinues to focus on growth in 
complex generics, specialty 
medicines, and expansion in 
regulated markets, reinforcing 
its strategy of  innovation-led 
international growth.

Overall, the ceremony high-
lights Dr. Reddy’s 25-year jour-
ney on Wall Street and its evo-
l u t i o n  i n t o  a  g l o b a l l y 
recognized pharmaceutical 
brand with sustained investor 
trust and operational reach 
across the world. 

Wall Street Dumps Crash Hedges as 
Most-Shorted Stocks Surge 30%

Wall Street witnessed a 
sharp and unusual market 
shift as investors rapidly un-
wound protective positions 
against a potential market 
crash, while heavily shorted 
stocks rallied strongly, in 
some cases jumping as much 
as 30%.

According to market re-
ports, the cost of  protecting 
portfolios against a routine 
market decline has fallen to its 
lowest level since early 2025. 
At the same time, insurance 
against a sudden market crash 
has also dropped to its lowest 
point this year, signaling 
growing confidence among 
traders that extreme down-
side risks have eased in the 
near term.

As investors rushed to exit 
so-called “crash hedges,” vola-
tility-linked strategies and 
protective derivatives saw re-
duced demand. This unwind-
ing of  defensive positions con-
tributed to unusual price 
movements across certain 
segments of  the market.

In contrast, stocks that are 
heavily shorted—those that 
traders had bet would fall in 
value—experienced a strong 

upward move, with gains 
reaching up to 30% in some 
cases. This rally suggests a 
short squeeze-like environ-
ment, where rising prices 
force short sellers to buy back 
shares to cover their posi-
tions, further amplifying the 
upward momentum.

Market analysts note that 
such sharp moves often occur 
when positioning becomes 
crowded on one side of  the 
trade. When too many inves-
tors are betting on downside 
protection or falling stock 

prices, even a modest shift in 
sentiment can trigger rapid 
reversals.

The broader backdrop in-
cludes ongoing volatility in 
global markets, where inves-
tors have been balancing con-
cerns about economic growth, 
interest rates, and geopolitical 
risks against strong corporate 
earnings and resilient liquid-
ity conditions. However, the 
latest moves suggest that near-
term fear has eased, prompt-
ing traders to reduce hedges 
and take on more risk.

At the same time, the surge 
in shorted stocks highlights 
the risks of  over-concentrated 
bearish bets. When sentiment 
shifts unexpectedly, short po-
sitions can become costly, forc-
ing rapid covering that accel-
erates price spikes.

Overall, the episode reflects 
a market in transition—mov-
ing away from defensive posi-
tioning and toward increased 
risk appetite, even as underly-
ing uncertainties remain in 
t h e  g l o b a l  f i n a n c i a l 
landscape.
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American Couple’s 10 Lakh, 30-Day Indian Odyssey Across 13 Cities Wins Hearts Online
An American couple’s month-

long journey through India has 
recently drawn attention online 
for its scale, planning, and the 
cultural depth they experienced 
along the way. Spending nearly 
₹10 lakh, the duo travelled across 
13 cities in 30 days, capturing 
the diversity of  India’s land-
scapes, traditions, food, and 
heritage in a single continuous 
trip.

T h e  c o u p l e  re p o r t e d ly 
planned the journey as an im-
mersive cultural experience 
rather than a typical holiday. In-
stead of  limiting themselves to 
a single region, they designed 
an extensive itinerary that al-
lowed them to explore India 
from north to south and east to 

west, covering both metropoli-
tan hubs and culturally rich 
smaller towns.

Their travel route included a 
mix of  popular tourist destina-
tions as well as lesser-explored 
cities. Each stop added a differ-
ent layer to their understanding 
of  the country—ranging from 
historic monuments and spirit-
ual centers to bustling markets 
and modern urban landscapes. 
This blend of  experiences gave 
them a broad perspective on In-
dia’s contrasts and unity.

One of  the highlights of  their 
journey was the variety of  re-
gional cuisines they sampled 
along the way. From street food 
in busy city lanes to traditional 
meals in local households and 

restaurants, the couple em-
braced India’s culinary diver-
sity. They also interacted with 
locals frequently, often sharing 
that these conversations be-
came some of  the most memora-
ble parts of  their trip.

Traveling across such a wide 
geographic range in a short 
span of  time came with its chal-
lenges. Constant movement, 
long travel hours, and adjusting 
to different climates and envi-
ronments tested their endur-
ance. However, they reportedly 
viewed these challenges as part 
of  the adventure rather than ob-
stacles.The estimated cost of  
around ₹10 lakh covered trans-
portation, accommodation, 
food, guided experiences, and 

internal travel between cities. 
Despite the budget, the couple 
emphasized that the richness of  
experiences far outweighed the 
expenses involved.Their jour-
ney has since gained attention 
on social media, where many 
users praised their curiosity 
and willingness to explore India 
beyond conventional tourist 
routes. Others highlighted how 
such trips help showcase the 
country’s diversity to a global 
audience.Ultimately, their 30-
day expedition stands out as an 
example of  experiential trav-
el—where the focus is not just 
on destinations, but on the sto-
ries, people, and cultures en-
c o u n t e r e d  a 
long the way.

From IT Desk to Auto Driver: Woman Earns 
60,000 a Month After Quitting Corporate Job

In a story that is resonat-
ing widely on social me-
dia, a woman’s bold career 
switch from a high-pres-
sure IT job to driving an 
auto-rickshaw has sparked 
conversations about suc-
cess, happiness, and work-
life balance.

According to reports, the 
woman had worked in the 
IT sector for around nine 
years, holding a manage-
rial position in a corporate 
environment. Despite the 
stability and prestige that 
came with the role, she re-
portedly experienced con-
stant stress and mental 
pressure due to work de-
mands and corporate ex-
pectations. Over time, this 
dissatisfaction led her to 
rethink her career path.

Eventually, she made the 
unconventional decision 
to leave her IT job and 
start driving an auto-rick-
shaw. What makes her sto-
ry particularly striking is 
not just the career shift it-
self, but the financial inde-
pendence she has main-
tained after the change. 
She now reportedly earns 
around ₹60,000 per month 
through her work as an 
auto driver.Her journey 
came into the spotlight af-
ter a Dubai-based entre-
preneur shared a chance 
encounter with her during 
a ride. The entrepreneur 
described the woman as 
confident, well-dressed, 
and content with her life 
choices. During their con-
versation, the driver spoke 

about her past experience 
in IT and the reasons be-
hind her decision to quit.
She explained that while 
her corporate job offered 
good pay and status, it also 
came with long hours, con-
stant pressure, and stress 
that affected her overall 
well-being. In contrast, 
driving an auto has given 
her a sense of  independ-
ence, flexibility, and peace 
of  mind. She emphasized 
that her current life, 
though unconventional by 
societal standards, feels 

far more satisfying.
The story quickly went 

viral on social media, with 
users sharing mixed reac-
tions. Many praised her 
courage to step away from 
a secure job in pursuit of  
mental peace, while others 
viewed her journey as an 
example of  how defini-
tions of  success are chang-
ing in modern times.Her 
experience has also reig-
nited discussions about 
burnout in corporate jobs, 
especially in high-pres-
sure sectors like IT, where 

long working hours and 
mental strain are common 
concerns. Many users re-
lated to her story, saying it 
reflects a growing desire 
among professionals to 
prioritize mental health 
over traditional career 
ambitions.Ultimately, her 
journey highlights a pow-
erful message: success is 
not defined solely by job 
titles or salaries, but also 
by personal happiness, 
peace of  mind, and the 
freedom to choose a life 
that feels right.

“January Took My Job, May Gave Me My Confidence 
Back”: Techie Celebrates First Salary After Layoff

A tech professional’s emotion-
al post about receiving his first 
salary after being laid off  in 
January has gone viral on social 
media, striking a chord with 
many users who have faced sim-
ilar career setbacks.

The developer shared his ex-
perience on Reddit, revealing 
that the last few months had 
been extremely challenging af-
ter he unexpectedly lost his job. 
What followed, he said, was a 
difficult phase filled with in-
tense interview preparation, re-
peated rejections, and constant 
self-doubt. Despite the setbacks, 
he continued preparing through 

coding practice, system design 
learning, and technical inter-
view rounds.According to his 
post, the breakthrough came 
when he finally secured a role at 
a product-based company. The 
opportunity not only ended his 
months of  uncertainty but also 
came with a salary hike higher 
than what he had expected ear-
lier in his career journey.

The most emotional moment 
for him, however, was not just 
getting the job offer—but seeing 
his first salary credited after 
months of  unemployment. He 
described the moment as more 
than financial relief, calling it 

proof  that persistence and con-
sistency eventually pay off.

“Today, this salary isn’t just 
money. It’s proof  that consist-
ency pays off,” he wrote, reflect-
ing on how the difficult period 
ultimately helped him grow 
both professionally and person-
ally.He also credited the online 
developer community for sup-
porting him during the toughest 
phase of  his job search. Since he 
had not shared his layoff  openly 
with friends or extended family, 
he relied heavily on anonymous 
online discussions for advice, 
motivation, and emotional sup-
port.The post quickly gained 
traction, with many users con-
gratulating him and sharing 
similar stories of  layoffs, recov-
ery, and career comebacks. Sev-
eral commenters highlighted 
how common job insecurity has 
become in the tech industry and 
how resilience plays a key role 
in bouncing back.

Ending his post on a hopeful 
note, the techie summed up his 
journey with a powerful line: 
“January took away my job. 
May gave me my confidence 
back.”The story continues to 
resonate online as an example 
of  how setbacks—though pain-
ful—can sometimes lead to 
stronger opportunities and re-
newed self-belief.

“America Taught Us Time Management”: 
Expat Compares Work Culture in US and India

An Indian professional liv-
ing in the United States has 
sparked online discussion af-
ter sharing his observations 
on the differences between 
work culture in America and 
India, particularly in relation 
to discipline, productivity, 
and time management.

In a social media post, the 
expat explained that working 
in the US significantly 
changed how he views effi-

ciency at the workplace. He 
described how American of-
fices often begin very early in 
the morning, with many em-
ployees starting work around 
6:30 am. By the middle of  the 
day, a large portion of  sched-
uled tasks is usually complet-
ed, allowing for an early 
wrap-up in many cases.

He contrasted this with In-
dia’s work environment, 
where the day typically starts 

later and gradually picks up 
pace. According to him, while 
US employees are often near-
ing the end of  their workday, 
many Indian offices are still 
actively engaged in meetings, 
discussions, and ongoing 
tasks well into the later 
hours.The professional clari-
fied that his comparison was 
not meant as criticism of  ei-
ther country, but rather as an 
observation of  different 

working styles. He said that 
while the US helped him de-
velop a strong sense of  disci-
pline and structured time 
management, India contrib-
uted to his understanding of  
flexibility, adaptability, and 
interpersonal relationships 
at work.His comments quick-
ly went viral, drawing mixed 
reactions from social media 
users. Some agreed that the 
American work culture pro-
motes better productivity 
through fixed schedules and 
early starts, while others de-
fended the Indian system, 
pointing out that its flexibil-
ity and informal work envi-
ronment also have their own 
advantages.The post has also 
reignited a broader conversa-
tion about global workplace 
cultures, especially among 
professionals who have 
worked in multiple countries. 
Many users noted that expe-
riences vary widely depend-
ing on the industry, company, 
and role, making it difficult 
to generalize any one system 
as superior.Ultimately, the 
discussion highlights how ex-
posure to different cultures 
shapes professional outlooks. 
Rather than ranking one sys-
tem above another, the com-
parison reflects how both In-
dia and the United States 
offer distinct lessons in bal-
ancing productivity, struc-
ture, and human connection 
at work.

“Senior Adobe Director Seeks Job Referrals 
for Son After Campus Offer Is Revoked”

A senior executive at Adobe 
has drawn widespread atten-
tion online after seeking job re-
ferrals for his son, whose cam-
pus placement of fer was 
recently revoked by a tech com-
pany.According to a social me-
dia post that went viral, the 
Adobe director explained that 
his son, a computer engineering 
graduate, had initially secured 
a job through campus recruit-
ment at a leading technology 
firm. However, the offer was 
later withdrawn as part of  
broader cancellations affecting 
multiple students.Following the 
setback, the father turned to his 
professional network for sup-
port, requesting referrals and 
job opportunities for his son. He 
mentioned that his son is active-
ly looking for a full-time soft-
ware engineering role in India 
and is open to opportunities 
across companies. He also of-
fered to share his son’s resume 
and connect directly with po-

tential recruiters.
The post highlighted the un-

certainty currently faced by 
fresh engineering graduates, 
many of  whom rely heavily on 
campus placements to begin 
their careers. With several com-
panies reportedly revoking or 
delaying offers due to restruc-
turing and changing business 
conditions, job security for new 
entrants has become increas-
ingly fragile.The director’s ap-
peal struck a chord on social 
media, where users expressed a 
mix of  empathy and concern. 
Many professionals acknowl-
edged the difficulty of  the cur-
rent job market, especially in 
the tech sector, where hiring cy-
cles have become unpredictable. 
Some users also offered to help 
or connect the candidate with 
available opportunities.

At the same time, the post 
sparked a broader discussion 
about the challenges of  campus 
placements in India. While cam-

pus recruitment has tradition-
ally been seen as a reliable en-
try point into the tech industry, 
recent trends show increasing 
volatility, with companies revis-
ing hiring plans even after issu-
ing offers.The situation has also 
raised questions about how stu-
dents and families cope when 
expected job opportunities sud-
denly disappear, especially after 
years of  academic preparation 
aimed at securing such roles.
Despite the disappointment, the 
post reflects a growing reality 
in the tech ecosystem—where 
adaptability, networking, and 
continuous skill development 
are becoming as important as 
formal campus placements in 
building a career.The story con-
tinues to resonate widely, high-
lighting both the pressures 
faced by fresh graduates and the 
lengths to which families and 
professionals go to support 
them in an uncertain job 
landscape.
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RCB vs GT IPL 2026 Final: Aggressive RCB Aim 
to Tame Strong Gujarat Titans in Title Clash

Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru (RCB) are set to face Guja-
rat Titans (GT) in the IPL 2026 
final in what promises to be a 
high-intensity battle between 
two of  the tournament’s most 
consistent teams this season.

RCB enter the final with an 
aggressive and dominant ap-
proach, riding high on confi-
dence after a commanding per-
formance in the playoffs. Their 
explosive batting lineup and 
improved bowling attack have 
played a key role in their jour-
ney to the summit clash. Un-
der captain Rajat Patidar, the 
team has shown a fearless 
mindset, especially in the pow-
erplay and death overs, mak-
ing them one of  the most dan-
g e r o u s  s i d e s  i n  t h e 
competition.

A standout feature of  RCB’s 
campaign has been their abil-
ity to post and chase big totals. 
Their top order, featuring ex-
perienced match-winners and 
in-form batters, has consist-
ently provided strong starts, 
allowing the middle order to 
accelerate without pressure. 
Their bowling unit has also 
stepped up at crucial mo-
ments, delivering break-
throughs in high-pressure 
situations.

On the other hand, Gujarat 
Titans have once again proven 
their consistency and resil-
ience. Led by Shubman Gill, 
GT have combined solid top-

order batting with a disci-
plined bowling attack. Their 
ability to recover from set-
backs and dominate in key 
matches has helped them 
reach yet another IPL final in 
a short span of  time since 
their introduction into the 
league.

GT’s strength lies in their 
balanced squad composition. 
Their batting unit has been an-
chored by consistent perfor-
mances from their top-order 

players, while their bowling 
attack has been effective in 
controlling runs during the 
middle overs. The Titans have 
also shown the ability to chase 
down challenging targets, 
making them a formidable op-
ponent in any conditions.

The final is expected to be a 
tactical battle between RCB’s 
aggressive style and GT’s 
structured, all-round stability. 
While RCB will rely on mo-
mentum and explosive batting, 

GT will look to counter with 
disciplined bowling and calcu-
lated batting partnerships.

Both teams have already 
faced each other in high-stakes 
matches this season, adding 
further intensity to the final 
showdown. With form, strate-
gy, and temperament all play-
ing crucial roles, the IPL 2026 
final sets the stage for a thrill-
ing contest as RCB aim for glo-
ry and GT look to reclaim the 
title.

“Best Batting Pair in IPL History”: Ex-India 
Star Hails Gill–Sudharsan Partnership

Gujarat Titans’ opening 
duo Shubman Gill and Sai 
Sudharsan are once again in 
the spotlight after receiving 
high praise from former India 
cricketer Irfan Pathan, who 
described them as the “best 
batting pair in IPL history.”

Pathan’s remarks come 
amid an outstanding IPL 2026 
season for the Gujarat Titans 
pair, who have consistently 
delivered strong starts at the 
top of  the order. Their ability 
to build long partnerships, ro-
tate strike efficiently, and ac-
celerate when needed has 
made them one of  the most 
reliable opening combina-
tions in the tournament.

The duo’s latest perfor-
mance in the playoffs further 
strengthened their reputa-
tion, as they stitched together 
another impactful partner-
ship while guiding Gujarat 
Titans into the final. Their 
understanding between the 
wickets and complementary 
playing styles—Gill’s con-
trolled stroke play alongside 
Sudharsan’s steady accumu-
lation—has been a key factor 
in GT’s batting dominance.

According to Pathan, what 
sets them apart is their con-
sistency across multiple sea-
sons and their ability to con-
vert starts into match-defining 
partnerships. He highlighted 
that the pair has repeatedly 
delivered 50-plus and 100-run 

stands, often laying the foun-
dation for big team totals un-
der pressure situations.

Their record has placed 
them alongside some of  the 
most celebrated batting com-
binations in IPL history. How-
ever, Pathan emphasized that 
Gill and Sudharsan stand out 
due to the frequency and reli-
ability of  their partnerships 
rather than just isolated 
performances.

The discussion around 
their greatness has intensi-
fied as Gujarat Titans contin-
ue their strong run in IPL 
2026. The franchise has bene-
fited significantly from their 
stability at the top, allowing 
the middle order to play with 
freedom and the bowling at-
tack to defend competitive 
totals.

Cricket analysts have also 
noted that the pair’s success 
is built on balance rather 
than aggression alone. Gill of-
ten anchors the innings while 
Sudharsan provides con-
trolled aggression, making 
them effective across differ-
ent match situations and 
conditions.

As Gujarat Titans prepare 
for the final, expectations re-
main high on the opening 
pair to once again provide a 
solid foundation. Their form 
will be crucial if  GT are to se-
cure another IPL title.

With praise pouring in 
from former players and con-
sistent performances on the 
field, the Gill–Sudharsan 
partnership continues to be 
one of  the defining stories of  
IPL 2026.

Sangakkara’s Blunt Reply to Riyan Parag’s 
Post-Match Comment Sparks Buzz

Kumar Sangakkara’s sharp 
and straightforward response 
to Riyan Parag’s post-match re-
mark has become a talking 
point in IPL 2026, after a mo-
ment of  on-field candour led to 
an unexpected reaction from 
the Rajasthan Royals’ head 
coach.

The incident reportedly took 
place after Rajasthan Royals’ 
recent playoff  match, where 
emotions were running high 
following a hard-fought con-
test. Riyan Parag, speaking in 
the post-match interaction, 
made a remark that caught at-
tention in the dressing room 
and among viewers for its unu-
sual tone and timing.

When the comment reached 
team management, Sangakka-
ra responded in his character-
istic calm but firm manner. His 
“unfiltered” reply, as described 
by those familiar with the ex-
change, left players and sup-
port staff  momentarily sur-
prised, with many interpreting 
it as a direct reminder about 
discipline and communication 
standards within the team 
environment.

Known for his composed 
leadership style, Sangakkara 
did not escalate the situation 
publicly but addressed the 
matter internally, reinforcing 
the importance of  measured 

statements after matches—es-
pecially during high-pressure 
knockout games where emo-
tions often run high.

The exchange has since gone 
viral among fans, with social 
media users debating both Par-
ag’s comment and Sangakka-
ra’s response. While some 
viewed it as a light-hearted 
misunderstanding born out of  
competitive intensity, others 
felt it reflected the pressure 
cooker atmosphere of  IPL play-
offs, where every word is close-
ly scrutinized.

This is not the first time San-

gakkara has been in the spot-
light this season for his candid 
views on team matters. The 
former Sri Lanka captain has 
previously addressed issues re-
lated to player discipline, com-
munication, and professional-
ism,  of ten  emphasizing 
accountability within the Ra-
jasthan Royals setup.

Riyan Parag, who has had a 
notable season as captain, con-
tinues to be a central figure for 
the franchise, both for his on-
field performances and leader-
ship role. Moments like these, 
while controversial, highlight 

the growing responsibilities 
on younger captains navigat-
ing high-stakes tournaments.

As Rajasthan Royals pro-
gress through the season, the 
focus is expected to remain 
firmly on team performance, 
with management likely keen 
to ensure that internal discus-
sions remain private and do 
not distract from on-field goals.

The exchange, while brief, 
has added another layer of  dra-
ma to IPL 2026—where even 
post-match comments are now 
capable of  sparking wide-
spread debate.

“IPL Bias” Row Around Ajit Agarkar After India 
Squad Selection for Afghanistan Series

A fresh controversy has 
erupted around the Indian 
cricket selection committee 
headed by Ajit Agarkar, with 
allegations of  “IPL bias” sur-
facing after the announcement 
of  India’s squad for the upcom-
ing series against Afghanistan. 
The debate has been triggered 
by former cricketers and ana-
lysts who have questioned 
some of  the key inclusions and 
exclusions in the team.

The criticism mainly re-
volves around the omission of  
several in-form domestic per-
formers and the continued 
backing of  players with strong 
IPL reputations. One former 
India player expressed frustra-
tion over the selection calls, 
suggesting that the committee 
is placing too much weight on 
IPL performances while over-

looking consistent performers 
from domestic cricket.

The discussion intensified 
after India named a squad fea-
turing senior players such as 
Rohit  Shar ma alongside 
younger names like Shubman 
Gill, while leaving out several 
promising youngsters and do-
mestic standouts. Critics argue 
that this approach sends mixed 
signals about selection priori-
ties, especially when players 
performing well in the IPL or 
domestic circuit are left out 
without clear explanation.

The former cricketer also 
questioned whether the selec-
tion process is being influ-
enced by IPL visibility, sug-
g e s t i n g  t h at  c o n s i s t e n t 
domestic performers are not 
being rewarded equally. This 
sentiment has been echoed in 

broader cricket circles, where 
debates over “IPL vs domestic 
cricket weightage” have per-
sisted for years.

Supporters of  the selection 
committee, however, argue 
that team selection is based on 
a combination of  form, experi-
ence, fitness, and long-term 
planning rather than IPL per-
formance alone. They also 
point out that India’s squad for 
the Afghanistan series in-
cludes a mix of  established 
players and new faces, indicat-
ing an attempt to balance sta-
bility with transition.

The controversy comes at a 
time when Ajit Agarkar, as 
chief  selector, has already 
faced scrutiny for several bold 
calls in recent months. These 
include the omission of  cer-
tain experienced players and 
the inclusion of  relatively new 
names based on recent form 
and team strategy.

Despite the criticism, the se-
lection committee has main-
tained that decisions are made 
collectively with the coaching 
staff  and are aligned with In-
dia’s long-term cricketing 
roadmap.

As debates continue to grow 
on social media and among for-
mer players, the “IPL bias” dis-
cussion has once again high-
lighted the ongoing tension in 
Indian cricket between domes-
tic consistency and IPL-driven 
reputation, with no clear con-
sensus on the ideal selection 
balance.

Zee Nears Cut-Price Deal With FIFA for 2026 World Cup Broadcast Rights in India
Zee Entertainment is re-

portedly close to finalising a 
deal with FIFA to acquire 
the media rights for broad-
casting the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup in India, marking a ma-
jor development in the long-
pending negotiations over 
one of  the world’s biggest 
sporting events.

According to sources, the 
agreement is now in its final 
stages and is expected to be 
announced soon. The deal is 
believed to be valued at 
around USD 30–35 million, 
significantly lower than ear-
lier expectations, reflecting 
the muted bidding environ-
ment in the Indian market 
for global football rights.

If  finalised, Zee will 
broadcast and stream all 
World Cup matches in India 
through its television sports 
network as well as its digital 
platform, with multi-lan-
guage coverage expected to 
cater to a wide audience 
across the country. The ar-
rangement would ensure 
that Indian football fans fi-

nally have a confirmed plat-
form to watch the tourna-
ment, after months of  
uncertainty re garding 
broadcast availability.

The development comes 
after other major players, 
including Reliance-Disney’s 
JioStar and Sony Pictures 
Networks India, either with-
drew from the bidding pro-
cess or chose not to submit 
final offers. This left Zee as 
the frontrunner in the race 
for India’s World Cup media 
rights.

Industry reports suggest 
that FIFA initially sought 
much higher valuations for 
the Indian market, but de-
clining broadcaster inter-
est, cost concerns, and 
weaker advertising projec-
tions led to revised expecta-
tions. As a result, the final 
deal value is far below his-
torical benchmarks for such 
a  m a r q u e e  g l o b a l 
tournament.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup, 
scheduled to be held across 
the United States, Canada, 

and Mexico, will feature an 
expanded format with 48 
teams and 104 matches, 
making it one of  the largest 
editions in the tourna-
ment’s history. For broad-
casters, securing rights to 
such an event is considered 
strategically important de-
s p i t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l 
challenges.

	 If  the agreement is 
officially confirmed, it will 
mark Zee’s return to major 
global sports broadcasting 
and strengthen its push into 
sports content in India. The 
company has already been 
expanding its sports portfo-
lio, and the World Cup 
rights would significantly 
boost its visibility in the 
competitive Indian media 
landscape.

	 With the announce-
ment expected soon, the 
deal could end months of  
speculation and ensure a 
clear viewing path for mil-
lions of  football fans across 
India for the 2026 World 
Cup.
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The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has officially approved a 
temporary increase in cinema 
ticket prices for Ram Charan’s 
upcoming film Peddi, along 
with permission for paid pre-
miere shows ahead of  its re-
lease. The decision has been 
welcomed by the film’s team 
and exhibitors, as it is expected 
to boost early box office collec-
tions for one of  the most antici-
pated Telugu releases of  the 
year.

As per the government order, 
Peddi will have special paid 
premiere shows scheduled on 
June 3 at 8 PM, a day before its 
worldwide theatrical release 
on June 4. The ticket price for 
these premiere shows has been 
fixed at ₹600, inclusive of  GST. 
These early screenings are ex-
pected to generate strong pre-
release buzz and help gauge 
audience response before the 
official release.

In addition to the premiere 
shows, the government has 
also granted permission for an 
increased ticket pricing struc-
ture during the initial release 
period. This revised pricing 

will remain in effect for the 
first 10 days of  the film’s theat-
rical run.

Under the new structure, 
single-screen theatres are al-
lowed to increase ticket prices 
by ₹100 per ticket, while multi-
plexes can raise prices by ₹125 
per ticket, both inclusive of  
GST. The temporary hike is 
aimed at helping producers 
and distributors maximize rev-
enue during the crucial open-
ing phase, which is often con-

sidered vital for big-budget 
films with high expectations.

The order further allows the-
atres to conduct up to five 
shows per day during the pro-
motional pricing period. This 
additional flexibility is expect-
ed to help exhibitors accommo-
date higher demand, especially 
during weekends and peak 
viewing hours when audience 
turnout is typically stronger.

Peddi, directed by BuchiBa-
bu Sana, is a sports action dra-

ma featuring Ram Charan in 
the lead role, with Janhvi Ka-
poor playing the female lead. 
The film also includes a nota-
ble supporting cast and is be-
ing produced on a large scale 
with significant investment in 
production values, action se-
quences, and technical quality.
Industry analysts point out 
that such temporary ticket 
hikes are commonly approved 
for major star-led films in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na, particularly when there is 
strong anticipation and ad-
vance booking demand. How-
ever, these hikes are strictly 
time-bound and revert to 
standard pricing after the ini-
tial release window.

With the government’s ap-
proval now in place, the mak-
ers are expected to intensify 
promotional activities and 
open advance bookings shortly. 
The announcement has fur-
ther heightened expectations 
around the film, which is al-
ready generating considerable 
attention in the Telugu film in-
dustry and among fans of  Ram 
Charan.

AP Government Approves Temporary Ticket 
Hike for Ram Charan’s ‘Peddi’ Ahead of Release

 Veteran actor JagapathiBa-
bu has given an exciting up-
date about the blockbuster 
Pushpa franchise, confirming 
that he will be seen in the up-
coming Pushpa 3: The Ram-
page. The actor revealed this 
during recent media interac-
tions while promoting his film 
Peddi, where he also spoke 
about his experience working 
with director Sukumar.

JagapathiBabu shared that 
his role in Pushpa 2: The Rule 
was reduced due to runtime 
constraints, which limited his 
screen presence despite being 
part of  the high-profile project. 
However, he said director Su-
kumar personally assured him 
that his character would be 
given greater importance in 
the next installment of  the 
franchise.

According to the actor, Suku-
mar had promised to “make it 
up” to him in the third part, 
which led to his confirmation 
that he will continue his role in 
Pushpa 3. This statement has 
effectively confirmed his re-
turn to the franchise, which 
stars Allu Arjun in the lead 
role as Pushpa Raj.

The Pushpa series, directed 
by Sukumar, has become one 
of  the biggest pan-India film 
franchises in recent years. The 
first film, Pushpa: The Rise, re-
leased in 2021 and became a 
massive success, followed by 
Pushpa 2: The Rule in 2024, 
which continued the story of  
PushpaRaj’s rise in the red san-
dalwood smuggling world. The 
third installment, titled Push-
pa 3: The Rampage, is already 
in development and is expected 
to conclude the planned 
trilogy.

Industry reports and earlier 
confirmations from the film’s 
team suggest that Pushpa 3 
will further expand the sto-
ryline, focusing on the continu-
ation of  PushpaRaj’s journey 
after the events of  the second 
film. The franchise has consist-

ently featured a strong ensem-
ble cast, with JagapathiBabu 
playing a significant support-
ing role in the second part.

JagapathiBabu’s confirma-
tion has further increased an-
ticipation around the film, es-
pecially among fans who are 
eager to see how Sukumar 
plans to conclude the high-oc-
tane action saga. While pro-
duction timelines are yet to be 
officially announced, expecta-
tions for Pushpa 3 remain ex-
tremely high following the re-
cord-breaking success of  the 
earlier films.

With this update, the Pushpa 
universe continues to expand, 
strengthening its position as 
one of  the most popular and 
commercially successful fran-
chises in Indian cinema.

JagapathiBabu Confirms Return in 
‘Pushpa 3’, Reveals Sukumar’s Promise

After the successful collabo-
ration on Samajavaragamana, 
actor Sree Vishnu and director 
Ram Abbaraju have reunited 
for their second project, which 
is now progressing at a fast 
pace. The duo, known for deliv-
ering entertaining comedy-driv-
en content, is once again aiming 
to recreate the same magic with 
this new venture.

The film’s shoot is currently 
moving forward briskly, with 
two major schedules already 
completed. The production 
team is said to be working on an 
efficient timeline, ensuring that 
filming continues without ma-
jor delays. The cast and crew 
are reportedly enjoying the pro-
cess, and the on-set atmosphere 
is described as lively, with the 
team confident about the film’s 
entertainment value.The pro-
ject has been written by Bhan-
uBhogavarapu and NanduSa-
virigana, who also contributed 
to the writing of  Samajavaraga-
mana. Their involvement has 
further raised expectations, as 
the earlier collaboration be-
tween the writers, director Ram 
Abbaraju, and Sree Vishnu re-

sulted in a well-received comedy 
entertainer.The film is being 
produced under the banner of  
Mythri Movie Makers, one of  
the leading production houses 
in Telugu cinema, known for 
backing big-budget and content-
driven films. Producers Naveen 
Yerneni and Y. Ravi Shankar 
are overseeing the project.Apart 
from Sree Vishnu, the film also 
features Vennela Kishore and 
Sudarshan in key roles, both of  
whom are popular for their 
comic timing and supporting 
performances in Telugu films. 
Their inclusion suggests that 
the film will lean heavily into 
the comedy genre, aiming for a 
f u n - f i l l e d  t h e a t r i c a l 
experience.

While the makers have not yet 

revealed the title or full cast de-
tails, they have confirmed that 
more updates will be shared 
soon. The production team is ex-
pected to continue filming in 
the coming months, with addi-
tional schedules planned to 
complete the shoot on time.Giv-
en the success of  Sree Vishnu 
and Ram Abbaraju’s previous 
collaboration, there is consider-
able anticipation surrounding 
this project. Fans are expecting 
another light-hearted entertain-
er packed with humor and en-
gaging storytelling.With the 
shoot progressing steadily and 
key schedules already wrapped 
up, the film is shaping up to be 
one of  the more anticipated 
comedy entertainers in Telugu 
cinema’s upcoming lineup.

Sree Vishnu–Ram Abbaraju’s 
Second Film Racing Ahead

Reports surrounding SS Ra-
jamouli’s upcoming big-budget 
film Varanasi have once again 
grabbed attention after new 
visuals and set details from the 
film allegedly surfaced online, 
triggering widespread discus-
sion on social media. Amid the 
growing chatter, fans have no-
ticed that the filmmaker has 
maintained complete silence, 
choosing not to react publicly 
to the latest round of  leaks.

Varanasi, starring Mahesh 
Babu in the lead along with 
Priyanka Chopra and Prithvi-
raj Sukumaran, has been one 
of  the most closely guarded In-
dian film productions in recent 
times. Despite strict security 
measures, several behind-the-
scenes images and set glimpses 
have repeatedly made their 
way online in recent months, 
revealing portions of  massive 
set pieces and high-end visual 
effects work.

The latest leak reportedly 
showcases parts of  a large-
scale sequence being shot for 
the film, adding to the curiosi-
ty around its storyline and pro-
duction design. Earlier leaks 
have already hinted at elabo-

rate cave sequences, mytholog-
ical references, and extensive 
use of  VFX-heavy environ-
ments, which have fueled spec-
ulation about the film’s time-
travel and myth-inspired 
narrative structure.

What has further intensified 
fan discussions isRajamouli’s 
noticeable silence on the mat-
ter. Known for expressing 
strong reactions in the past 
when major leaks occurred 
during his projects, the direc-
tor has not issued any public 
statement this time, leading to 
debates about whether the pro-
duction team is deliberately 
choosing to ignore the leaks or 
handling them internally.

Industry observers believe 
that maintaining silence could 
be a strategic decision to avoid 
amplifying the leaked content 
and to keep focus on official 
promotional material. Ra-
jamouli, who is known for care-

fully controlling the marketing 
of  his films, may prefer to ad-
dress the situation only when 
the team is ready with an offi-
cial update.Meanwhile, antici-
pation around Varanasi con-
tinues to grow, with the film 
already being positioned as 
one of  the most ambitious In-
dian cinematic projects ever 
made. The combination of  a 
high-profile cast, large-scale 
international production val-
ues, and Rajamouli’s track re-
cord with epics like Baahubali 
and RRR has kept audience ex-
pectations extremely high.As 
leaks continue to surface, fans 
remain divided between excite-
ment over the glimpses and 
concern about spoilers. How-
ever, the filmmaker’s silence 
has only added another layer 
of  mystery around the project, 
keeping Varanasi firmly in the 
spotlight ahead of  its much-
awaited release.

SS Rajamouli’s Silence on ‘Varanasi’ Leak Sparks Buzz Among Fans

Buzz around Rajinikanth’s 
upcoming film Jailer 2 has in-
tensified after reports sug-
gested that several top Bolly-
wood and South Indian stars 
have turned down a high-pro-
file cameo role in the film, 
originally planned as a major 
surprise element.

According to industry chat-
ter, the makers of  the Nelson 
Dilipkumar directorial were 
aiming to include a powerful 
special appearance by a major 
star to elevate key moments in 
the sequel, similar to the im-
pactful cameos seen in the 
first Jailer film. However, ini-
tial choices did not material-
ize due to scheduling conflicts 
and other commitments.

Reports indicate that some 
of  the biggest names in Indi-
an cinema were approached 
for the role, but declined the 
offer for various reasons, in-
cluding packed shooting 
schedules and prior film com-
mitments. This has reported-
ly led the team to explore al-
ternative options to fill the 
cameo slot.

The latest speculation sug-
gests that Bollywood actor 
Hrithik Roshan is now being 
considered for the role. Dis-
cussions are said to be under-
way, though there has been no 
official confirmation from ei-
ther the actor or the produc-
tion team so far. If  finalized, 
the cameo would mark a ma-

jor on-screen collaboration 
between Hrithik Roshan and 
Rajinikanth, creating signifi-
cant excitement among fans 
across industries.

Interestingly, Jailer 2 has al-
ready been in the spotlight for 
its rumoredlineup of  multiple 
cameo appearances, a signa-
ture element of  the franchise. 
The original Jailer was wide-
ly praised for its surprise star 
moments, which contributed 
heavily to its box office suc-
cess and audience appeal.

The sequel, directed by Nel-
son Dilipkumar, continues to 
generate strong anticipation 
as it builds on the universe es-
tablished in the first film. 
With Rajinikanth reprising 

his iconic role, expectations 
are high for a larger, more am-
bitious cinematic experience.
While the makers have re-
mained tight-lipped about 
casting updates, the ongoing 
speculation around rejected 
cameos and potential replace-
ments has only added to the 
film’s hype. Fans are actively 
debating possible combina-
tions of  stars who could ap-
pear alongside Rajinikanth in 
key sequences.For now, the 
involvement of  Hrithik 
Roshan remains uncon-
firmed, but the possibility 
alone has amplified interest 
in Jailer 2, which is already 
one of  the most awaited Indi-
an films in production.

Big Stars Reportedly Reject Cameo in ‘Jailer 2’; Hrithik Roshan Now in Talks
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