
Amaravati, May 29 |
 TPN Bureau : 

In a major political
announcement with long-
term implications, Nara
Lokesh on Thursday pro-
posed that the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) would
allocate 33% of seats to
women in the 2029 elec-
tions, regardless of
whether the Wo men's
Reservation Bill is passed
in Parliament. The declara-
tion, made at the
Mahanadu conclave, trig-
gered loud applause and
enthusiastic support, par-
ticularly from women lead-
ers present at the venue.
Calling it a "resolve,
responsibility and commit-
ment," Lokesh said the pro-
posal was not just a slogan
but a decisive step toward
shaping the future of Indian
politics. He stresse d the
need for more women leg-
islators, policymakers, and
leaders, asserting that
women would lead the
party alongside men.
TDP's Stand on Women

Empowerment
Lokesh underlined that the
TDP has consistently
believed in both ideological
and practical empower-
ment of women. Referring
to the NDA's Women's
Reservation Bill, he said
while it marked a historic
step, opposition parties
attempted to obstruct it. He
reiterated that even if
Parliament delays imple-
mentation, TDP would
move ahead independent-
ly.
He also criticized derogato-
ry re marks against women
in society and called for

cultural change. He high-
lighted reforms in school
textbooks to ensure equal
gender representation in
illustrations depicting
household roles.
Mahanadu in Hybrid
Mode, 'Team 11' Targeted
Despite being conducted in
a hybrid format, Lokesh
described Mahanadu as a
"Festival of Yello w" and a
symbol of Telugu pride. He
took sharp digs at political
opponents, referring to
them as "Team 11," and
asserted that they could not
escape public scrutiny
regardless of the format.

Reaffirming the party's ide-
ology of "Nation First," he
said TDP continues to align
with Prime Minister Modi's
vision while strengthening
its grassroots base. 
Tribute to 'Anna' NTR
Paying homage to
Nandamuri Taraka Rama
Rao, Lokesh desc ribed
him as a symbol of Telugu
self-respect and a pioneer
of welfare governance. He
recalled NTR's landmark
initiatives such as subsi-
dized rice, pensions, Guruk
ula schools, and BC reser-
vations.
He emphasized

33% Quota Promise for Women Takes 
Centre Stage at Mahanadu
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Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau

TDP president and Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday call
ed upon party leaders and
cadre to dedicate them-
selves to the ideals of N.T.
Rama Rao (NTR) and ens
ure that his vision is carried
forward to future genera-
tions. Addressing the Maha
nadu, he said the party rem
ains committed to uphold-
ing NTR's principles in both
governance and organisa-
tion.
Highlighting recent initia-
tives, Chandrababu Naidu
noted that the decision an
nounced by Nara Lokesh
to allocate 33 percent of
seats to women was in line
with NTR's vision of empo
wering women and strengt
hening their role in public
life.
He asserted that conferring
the Bharat Ratna on NTR
is not just a party demand
but a collective aspiration
of the Telugu people,

describing the former Chief
Minister as a symbol of
self-respect and pride. He
said NTR would remain
immortal in the hearts of
people for generations.
Recalling NTR's political
journey, Chandrababu Nai
du said forming a govern-
ment within nine months of
launching a party was an
unmatched achievement in
Indian political history. He
also underlined the endur-
ing relevance of NTR's
guiding principle, "Society
is the temple and people
are God."
The Mahanadu unani-
mously passed a resolution
urging the Centre to confer
the Bharat Ratna on NTR
in recognition of his excep-
tional service to the nation
and the state.

Bhuvaneswari seeks
Bharat Ratna for NTR

Meanwhile, Nara Bhuvane
swari appealed to the Cent
ral Government to confer
the Bharat Ratna on 
NTR, stating that it    P3..

PM Modi
pays tribute
to NTR on

birth
anniversary

New Delhi, May 28 |
TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi paid tribute to N.T.
Rama Rao (NTR) on his
birth anniversary, recall-
ing his enduring legacy
in public service and cin-
ema. In a message, the
Prime Minister said NTR
's commitment to public
welfare and good gover-
nance continues to insp
ire people across gener-
ations. 
He noted that NTR worke
d tirelessly to uphold the
dignity of the poor and
marginalized sections of
society, and that his idea
ls remain deeply 
relevant even 

Amaravati, May 29 | TPN
Bureau

Reinforcing the Telugu
Desam Party's commitment
to long-term governance,
Chief Minister and TDP
president N Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday asse
rted that the party works
not merely for elections but
for future generations. Add
ressing the Hybrid Mahan
adu held at the party's cen-
tral office in Mangalagiri, he
said the government had
"rescued the state within
two years" after what he ter
med five years of destruc-

tive rule, restoring systems
and rebuilding Andhra Pra
desh's brand image.

 Vision Politics and
Governance Push

Describing TDP as the pio-
neer of "visionary politics,"
Chandrababu said the adm
inistration is progressing
with an aggressive yet pro-
gressive approach. He out-
lined goals including wom
en's empowerment, youth
employment, irrigation for
every acre, Amaravati's dev
elopment, accessible heal
thcare, quality education,
and the realization of a

"Swarnandhra." He added
that the government is repa
ying the people's mandate
through welfare, develop-
ment, and good gover-
nance.
Cadre Spirit Remains Intact
Despite the hybrid format,
Chandrababu said cadre
enthusiasm remained stron
g. He noted the event was
conducted across clusters
due to the West Asia situa-
tion but retained its ideolog-
ical core. Recalling TDP's
45-year journey, he said
the party endured 
violence and false

Krishnaveni River
Navahaarathis to

Resume at
Ibrahimpatnam

Sangamam EO Orders
Extensive

Arrangements

Revanth Reddy unveils 23 ft 
NTR statue in Hyderabad

Indrakeeladri Witnesses 
Heavy Devotee Rush, 

EO Inspects Arrangements

Tirumala Records Over 12.43 Lakh 
Hair Offerings in 27 Days

Vision Politics Focus as Chandrababu Calls for“

Cadre Unity and 
Local Poll Readiness

Bharat Ratna for NTR 
unanimous demand at 

Mahanadu
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Hyderabad, May 28 |
 TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on Thur
sday unveiled a 23-foot-tall
bronze statue of N.T. Rama
Rao (NTR) at Maitrivanam
Junction in Ameerpet, Hyd
erabad, fulfilling a promise
made during the Jubilee
Hills by-election campaign.
The statue of the legendary
actor and founder of the
Telugu Desam Party has
been installed at a promi-
nent location in the city,
drawing large crowds of
admirers and party sup-
porters. The unveiling cere-
mony was attended by
public representatives, seni
or officials, and a large nu
mber of NTR fans.
Local MLA Naveen Yadav
played a key role in over-
seeing the installation proc

ess, coordinating with offi-
cials to ensure its comple-
tion. Addressing the gath-
ering, Revanth Reddy desc
ribed NTR as a great leade
r who championed the self-
respect of the Telugu peo-
ple and brought about a
new wave of political and
social awareness. He said
NTR remains one of the
nation's most respected
leaders.The Chief Minister
also referred to 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,    P3..

Tirumala, 28 May 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Tirumala Tirupati Deva
sthanams has reported a
record surge in devotees
offering hair at the sacred
hill shrine of Lord Venkate
swara, reflecting an unpre
cedented rise in pilgrim
turnout this summer.
According to official data,

12,43,063 devotees offere
d their hair at Tirumala up
to May 27 this year. This
marks a significant increas
e compared to previous
years, where 10.6 lakh
devotees in May 2024 and
10.1 lakh in May 2025 per-
formed the ritual tonsure. 
The surge is largely 
attributed to summer   P3..

Vijayawada, 28 May
2026 | TPN Bureau

The sacred Indrakeeladri
temple hill in Vijayawada
witnessed a heavy influx
of devotees on Wednesda
y, as summer vacation and
seasonal rush brought tho
usands of pilgrims for the
darshan of Sri Durga Mall
eswara Swamy Varla Dev
asthanam. In view of the in

creased crowd, temple aut
horities intensified crowd
regulation and queue line
management to ensure sm
ooth and hassle-free dar-
shan for devotees.
Executive Officer V.K. See
na Nayak inspected variou
s arrangements from early
morning hours, including
the Durga Snana 
Ghat, Ghat Road    P3..
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Tiruvuru, 28 May 2026 
| TPN Bureau

Tributes were paid to Telu
gu Desam Party (TDP) fou
nder and former Chief Mini
ster Nandamuri Taraka Ra
ma Rao on his 103rd birth
anniversary in Tiruvuru tow
n of NTR district on Wed
nesday. Tiruvuru MLA Kolik
apudi Srinivasa Rao gar-
landed the statue of NTR
located on Madhira Road
and offered floral tributes.
The event witnessed enthu
siastic participation from
party leaders, cadres, and
admirers.
The area reverberated with
slogans of "Johar NTR" as
supporters gathered in
large numbers to com-
memorate the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion,
the MLA described NTR as
a personality who translat-
ed his ideals into action
throughout his life. He said
NTR exemplified the belief
that "with determination,
individuals can rise to
greatness," and highlighted
his enduring legacy as a
champion of Telugu self-
respect.
Srinivasa Rao stated that
NTR would be remem-
bered as a leader who
showcased the pride and
identity of Telugu people on
a global stage. He lauded
NTR's commitment to pub-

lic welfare, noting that his
guiding principle-"society is
the temple and people are
the gods"-defined his politi-
cal journey.He further said
that NTR's life stands as a
unique blend of cinematic
excellence and political
leadership. "He shone as a
divine figure on the silver
screen and as a transfor-
mative leader in public life,"
the MLA remarked, adding
that his contributions
reshaped the socio-political

landscape of Andhra
Pradesh.Calling upon party
workers, Srinivasa Rao
urged them to carry for-
ward NTR's vision and
ideals with dedication. He
said upholding the legacy
of the iconic leader is the
responsibility of every TDP
worker. Several TDP lead-
ers, public representatives,
youth, and supporters par-
ticipated in the programme
and paid homage to the
legendary leader.

MLA Srinivasa Rao Pays Tribute to 
NTR on 103rd Birth Anniversary

Rajamahendravaram, 28
May 2026 | TPN Bureau

Battula Balaramakrishna
conducted a high-level revi
ew meeting on Thursday to
assess temple develop-
ment works and prepara-
tions for the upcoming Pus
hkarams, outlining a clear
roadmap to transform the
Rajanagaram constituency
into a major spiritual desti-
nation.
The meeting, held at the
MLA's office, was attended
by officials from the
Endowments Department.
During the review, the MLA
issued key directions to
speed up ongoing projects,
particularly focusing on the
renovation of ancient tem-
ples and the creation of
basic amenities for devo-
tees. He stressed that both
heritage preservation and
modern infrastructure shou
ld be given equal impor-
tance.
A major highlight of the
meeting was the recon-
struction of the Sri Ranga

natha Swamy temple. The
MLA directed officials to
expedite all related propos-
als and ensure that there
are no delays in implemen-
tation. He described the
project as prestigious and
instructed authorities to clo
sely monitor its progress.
Balaramakrishna also stat-
ed that proposals for the
construction of 55 new tem-
ples have been submitted
under the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) Sriva
ni scheme. He asked offi-
cials to ensure that the
approval and release of

funds are completed at the
earliest so that the con-
struction work can begin
without delay.
The development of the Sri
Mallikharjuna Swamy tem-
ple at Kanupuru was also
discussed. Referring to the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) already prepared,
the MLA instructed officials
to effectively utilise CGF
funds to upgrade the tem-
ple with better facilities.
At the Korukonda Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha Swam
y temple, the MLA directed
officials to take up essential

works such as electricity
supply, construction of
water tanks, borewells, and
kitchen facilities on a priori-
ty basis to improve facilities
for pilgrims.
He also reviewed the
Deepa-Dhoopa-Naivedyam
scheme and noted that 63
applications have been
submitted from temples in
the constituency. Officials
were instructed to expedite
field verification and extend
benefits to eligible priests
at the earliest.
In view of the upcoming
Pushkarams, the MLA said
proposals worth ?1.25
crore have been prepared
in the first phase for temple
development works. He
also directed officials to
prepare additional propos-
als for the installation of
Dwajasthambams and
other urgent requirements.
District Endowments
Officer Subbarao, DEE
Uday Kumar, Annavaram
temple officials, and staff
were present.

MLA Balaramakrishna Reviews Temple 

Development and Pushkar Works

East Godavari, 28 May
2026 | TPN Bureau

The Telugu Desam Party's
Digital Mahanaadu contin-
ues to gain momentum,
emerging as a powerful
platform to take party ideol-
ogy and future vision dire
ctly to the grassroots. On
the second day of the pro-
gramme, extensive arrange
ments across multiple clus-
ters in Peddapuram con-
stituency reflected the grow
ing enthusiasm among par
ty cadres and supporters.
Senior leader and former
Home Minister Nimm akay-
ala Chinarajappa, along
with Kakinada parliamen-
tary vice-president Nimmak
ayala Ranganath and State
Shettibalija Corporation Ch
airman Kudupudi Sattiba
bu, inspected the ongoing
Mahanaadu arrangements
in clusters 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, and
10 of the constituency. The
y reviewed programme
management, digital infra-
structure, and the level of
participation by party work-
ers. Leaders expressed
satisfaction over the suc-
cessful conduct of the first
day, noting that the digital
format has significantly
enhanced outreach. They
said large numbers of party
workers, youth, and sup-
porters from across the

state actively participated,
making the event a grand
success. One of the key
highlights of Digital
Mahanaadu, they noted, is
its ability to deliver the
party's message directly to
grassroots workers, includ-
ing those in remote vil-
l a g e s . D e s c r i b i n g
Mahanaadu as more than
just a political event, the
leaders said it serves as a
platform that reflects the
party's ideology, future
roadmap, and commitment
to public welfare. They
praised Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu for his
visionary leadership and
administrative experience,
stating that his governance
continues to guide the
state's development trajec-
tory. His emphasis on tech-
nology-driven, transparent
governance has set a
benchmark at the national
level, they added.
The leaders also lauded IT

and Education Minister
Nara Lokesh for inspiring
youth and bringing
renewed energy into the
party. They recalled his
'Yuva Galam' padayatra,
which played a key role in
mobilizing public opinion
and exposing the alleged
failures of the previous
YSRCP government.
Highlighting Chinarajappa's
role, they said he remains a
dedicated senior leader
who treats party workers
like family members and
works tirelessly for organi-
zational strength. His
efforts in ensuring the suc-
cess of Digital Mahanaadu
across the constituency
were widely appreciated.
With strong participation
and effective use of tech-
nology, Digital Mahanaadu
is reinforcing TDP's con-
nect with the people and
strengthening its cadre
base ahead of future politi-
cal challenges.

Digital Mahanaadu Spreads 
TDP Ideology Across Grassroots

Vijayawada, 28 May
2026 | TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Judo
Association has announc
ed that the selection trials
for the State Cadet Boys
and Girls Judo teams will
be conducted on May 31 at
10:00 AM. The event will
take place at the Indira
Gandhi Municipal Corporat
ion Stadium in Vijayawada.
According to Association
General Secretary N. Paw
an Sandeep, the selections
are being organized to
identify talented players
who will represent Andhra
Pradesh at the national
level. He stated that boys
and girls born in the years
2009, 2010, and 2011 are
eligible to participate in the
trials.Participants must fall
within the weight cate-
gories above 50 kg up to
90 kg. Interested candida

tes are required to attend
the selection process on
time and must bring four
passport-size photographs
along with valid age proof
documents for verifica-
tion.<

The selected play-
ers will form the Andhra
Pradesh State Cadet Judo
teams, which will compete
in the National Cadet Judo
Championship scheduled
to be held from June 10 to
June 13 in Chandigarh.The
association has urged all
eligible and interested you
ng judokas to take advan-
tage of this opportunity and
showcase their talent at the
state-level selection trials.
Officials believe that this
initiative will help in identi-
fying promising athletes
and strengthening the
state's representation at
the national stage.

State Cadet Judo Team 
Selection on May 31

ANDHRAPRADESH
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Demand to Reduce 
VAT on Petrol and Diesel
Amaravati, 28 May 2026 |
TPN Bureau
The Taxpayers Association
has urged the state gov-
ernment to reduce the bur-
den on the public by cutting
additional VAT and other
levies imposed on petrol
and diesel. The association
submitted representations
to the Chief Minister, Fina
nce Minister, and Chief Sec
retary, requesting immedi-
ate intervention.
The association pointed ou
t that rising fuel prices are
placing a heavy financial
burden on common peo-
ple. It explained that multi-
ple factors have contribu
ted to the increase in petrol
and diesel prices, including
global crude oil trends, the
dismantling of the Admini
strative Price Mechanism
(APM) in 2002, and heavy

taxation by both central
and state governments.
According to the associa-
tion, even when internation
al crude oil prices remain
relatively stable, domestic
fuel prices do not decrease
proportionately. Oil market-
ing companies continue to
make significant profits, but
the benefit is not being fully
passed on to consumers.
The association highlight-
ed that both central and
state governments collect
substantial revenue throug
h taxes on fuel. It stated
that a significant portion of
government income comes
from VAT, excise duties,
and additional cess impos
ed on petrol and diesel.
In Andhra Pradesh, VAT on
petrol is around 31%, while
diesel attracts about 22.5%
VAT.

Vijayawada, May 28 l TPN
Bureau In a major initiative
aimed at strengthening gra
ssroots football develop-
ment in Andhra Pradesh, th
e Sports Authority of And
hra Pradesh (SAAP) has
partnered with Tata Steel Li
mited to provide elite expo-
sure and professional train-
ing opportunities for talent-
ed young footballers from
the State at the prestigious
Tata Football Academy in
Jamshedpur.Under the col-
laboration, 80 promising fo
otball players from Andhra
Pradesh will be selected an
d trained at the renowned
academy. The players will
be chosen across four cat-
egories — Under-21 Boys,
Under-21 Girls, Under-15
Boys, and Under-15 Girls
— with 20 players selected
in each category.Selection
trials for the programme
were conducted at the
IGMC Stadium in Vijayawa
da on Wednesday and wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from young foot-
ballers representing vari-
ous districts across the
State.As part of the initia-
tive, SAAP also organised
a special football exhibition
match and interaction pro-
gramme at the stadium.
The event was attended by
Mukul Choudhari, who par-
ticipated as the chief
guest.Mr. Choudhari inter-
acted with several young
footballers who had taken
part in the recently con-
cluded SAAP League Foot
ball competitions held in
Ananthapuram from April
28 to 30. The SAAP Lea
gue is considered one of
the flagship grassroots spo

rts initiatives of the Andhra
Pradesh government and
currently conducts compe-
titions in 31 sports disci-
plines, creating structured
opportunities for budding
athletes across the State.
During the programme, S.
Bharani felicitated Mr.
Choudhari. Officials from
SAAP and Tata Steel also
held discussions on long-
term collaboration in foot-
ball promotion, grassroots
development, athlete expo-
sure, and high-perform-
ance training pathways for
young players from Andhra
Pradesh.Speaking on the
occasion, Smt. Bharani sai
d the partnership marked
an important step toward
building a stronger football
ecosystem in Andhra Prad
esh. She stated that young
athletes require profes-
sional guidance, competi-
tive opportunities, and ex
posure to elite sporting
environments to excel at
higher levels.Mr. Mukul
Choudhari said talent exis
ts in every corner of the
country and added that
young athletes mainly nee
d opportunity, exposure,
and encouragement. He
appreciated the passion
shown by footballers from
Andhra Pradesh and expre
ssed confidence that the
initiative would help identify
and nurture future stars of
Indian football.The initia-
tive is expected to open ne
w avenues for football play-
ers from Andhra Prade sh
and provide them with first-
hand experience of profes-
sional training systems at
one of India’s most respect
ed football academies.

SAAP, Tata Steel Join
Hands to Nurture Andhra’s
Young Football Talent



continued
granting them property

rights and reservations in
local governance.
'CBN' as a Global Brand

Highlighting the leadership
of N Chandrababu Naidu,
Lokesh said the name
"CBN" commands 
global respect. He credited
Naidu with visionary initia-
tives ranging from IT
expansion to AI, and from
Hyder abad's Cyberabad to
Amaravati's development.
He praised Naidu's role in
empowering women
through schemes like
DWCRA and Deepam, and
noted his contributions in
appointing women to key
leadership roles.

Cadre as the Core
Strength
Lokesh reiterated that in
TDP, the cadre is the
supreme leader. He cited
examples of party workers
like Thota Chandrayya, Anji
Reddy, Manjula, and
Chennupati Gandhi, who
displayed extraordinary
courage and loyalty during
challenging times.
He also recalled the wide-
spread protests during
Naidu's arrest, calling it a
testament to the party's
credibility and grassroots
strength.

Record Victory and
Governance Claims

Referring to the 2024 elec-
tions, Lokesh claimed TDP
achieved a 94% strike rate
with 164 seats, calling it a
historic mandate. He listed
welfare initiatives such as
?4,000 pensions, Anna
Canteens, Mega DSC
recruitment, job calendars,
and free electricity
schemes.
He asserted that despite
financial constraints, the
government is delivering
unprecedented welfare and
development.

Debate Challenge and
Attack on Opposition
Lokesh challenged YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy to a
debate on development
and welfare, stating TDP
was ready anytime. He
accused the previous
regime of atrocities against
BCs, Dalits, and minorities,

citing cases like Amarnath
Goud, Dr. Sudhakar,
Subrahmanyam, Abdul
Salam, and Misba.
He also criticized alleged
misinformation campaigns
and called for strong coun-
termeasures.
Ideological Contrast and

Political Messaging
Drawing a sharp contrast,
Lokesh remarked, "Ours is
Google, yours is the axe,"
symbolizing development
versus factional politics. He
emphasized the need for
policy evolution while stay-
ing rooted in TDP's six core
principles, including youth
empowerment, social jus-
tice, and farmer support.
Call to Action and Future

Strategy
Urging party workers to
adopt a "mission mode,"
Lokesh said winning every
election must be the sole
goal. He stressed humility,
public outreach, and conti-
nuity in governance as key
factors for sustained devel-
opment.
He credited the alliance
with national leadership for
securing major projects like
Polavaram and Visakhapa
tnam Railway Zone, and
described the coalition as a
"Double-Engine Bullet
Train" government.
Key Points Highlighted
 33% reservation for

women in 2029 elec-
tions regardless of
Parliamentary approval

 Strong criticism of
YSRCP for blocking
women's empowerment

 Hybrid Mahanadu
described as a massive
success

 Tribute to NTR's welfare
legacy and reforms

 Chandrababu Naidu
projected as a visionary
global leader

 Cadre loyalty show-
cased through real-life
incidents

 Record-breaking 2024
election performance
highlighted

 Welfare schemes and
job initiatives empha-
sized

 Direct debate challenge
to YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy

 Allegations of past
atrocities against mar-
ginalized communities

 Strong call to counter
fake propaganda

 Emphasis on ideological
strength and future
reforms

 Appeal for unity, humili-
ty, and electoral focus

33% Quota Promise for Women Takes 
Centre Stage at Mahanadu

continued

cases yet stood firm. He
paid tribute to activist
Chandrayya, stating his
sacrifice while chanting
"Jai Chandrababu" would
inspire generations.
He also recalled his impris-
onment and the obstruction
of Nara Lokesh's
Yuvagalam padayatra,
praising cadres for not
retreating. He said the
alliance with BJP and Jana
Sena in 2024 was formed
to safeguard democracy.
W o m e n - C e n t r i c
Governance
Highlighting women's role
in electoral victory,
Chandrababu said the gov-
ernment is committed to
their social, economic, and
political empowerment. He
cited initiatives such as
Thalliki Vandanam, Stree
Shakti free bus travel,
Deepam 2.0 free gas cylin-
ders, and Swayam AP
branding for DWCRA prod-
ucts.
He noted that one lakh
women were made entre-
preneurs last year, with
plans to empower five lakh
more. Declaring the event

as "Mahila Mahanadu," he
reaffirmed support for 33%
reservation in legislative
bodies.
Youth Opportunities and

Investments
Focusing on youth,
Chandrababu said policies
are tailored for Gen Z and
Gen Alpha. He highlighted
sectors like AI, Quantum
Computing, aerospace,
and electronics as future
growth drivers. He stated
that ?23 lakh crore invest-
ments had been attracted
in 23 months, creating 23
lakh jobs, with approvals
for 282 projects.
He credited the "Speed of
Doing Business" for rapid
clearances, including a
fighter jet project in 36 days
and the Royal Enfield unit
in Tirupati. He also men-
tioned Mega DSC recruit-
ment (15,941 jobs), 5,757
police appointments, and a
2026 job calendar with over
10,000 posts.
Welfare and Development
Model
The Chief Minister said
over ?63,000 crore was
spent on pensions, calling it
a national record. He high-
lighted Annadata

Sukhibhava assistance of
14,000, aqua farmer subsi-
dies, mechanized boats for
fishermen, and free travel
for the disabled under
Divyang Shakti.
He also mentioned reserva-
tions for Githa and Vaddera
communities and empha-
sized support across sec-
tors.
Health, Education and
Irrigation
Chandrababu announced
statewide rollout of the
Sanjeevani digital health
program from August 15.
He said the government is
strengthening education
through reforms and PTMs.
On irrigation, he said 36 pri-
ority projects are being exe-
cuted, including Polavaram
completion before Pushka
rams, Veligonda Phase I,
and Handri-Neeva expan-
sion to Kuppam. He added
that Jaladhara-Jalaharati is
boosting groundwater lev-
els.
Attack on Opposition
Criticizing YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy and the YSRCP,
Chandrababu alleged lack
of vision, especially on
Amaravati. He accused the
opposition of shifting

stands and spreading mis-
information.
He said the previous
regime failed to secure land
for the Visakhapatnam
Railway Zone and left infra-
structure incomplete, while
the current government
revived Vizag Steel and
improved roads.
Chandrababu termed the
opposition YSRCP as an
"Axe Party" lacking direc-
tion, contrasting it with
TDP's focus on jobs, tech-
nology, and growth. He
accused the previous
regime of burdening the
power sector and misman-
aging resources, while
highlighting reforms such
as record cleanup, repeal
of land laws, and issuance
of secure passbooks.

Cadre Strength and

Internal Welfare
He described TDP as a dis-
ciplined organization and a
"university of leaders." He
said ?160 crore was spent
on cadre welfare and high-
lighted initiatives like the
My Health app. He reaf-
firmed commitment to
empowering workers under
the principles of ethics,
economics, and empower-
ment.
Call for Local Poll
Preparedness
Chandrababu urged lead-
ers and cadres to prepare
for local body elections with
unity and humility. He
stressed voter registration
drives and coordination
with alliance partners to
repeat the 2024 victory.
Calling for dedication to
public service, he said the
ultimate goal is a "Healthy,
Wealthy and Happy Andhra
Pradesh," urging everyone
to reconnect with people
and uphold opportunities
gained. 
Key Points Highlighted
 Hybrid Mahanadu saw

massive registrations at
launch

 TDP flag symbolized
Telugu self-respect and

confidence
 Chandrayya's martyr-

dom highlighted as
enduring inspiration

 Alliance with BJP and
Jana Sena credited for
2024 success

 One Entrepreneur per
Family vision for youth

 SIPB cleared ?11.27
lakh crore investments

 200 mechanized boats
for fishermen with ?240
crore subsidy

 Sanjeevani based on
predictive, preventive,
curative model

 ?1,000 crore diaphragm
wall reconstruction in
Polavaram

 Clearing 85 lakh metric
tonnes of waste legacy

 Revenue record purifica-
tion took two years

 West Asia crisis impact
on fuel and aquaculture
acknowledged

 Party slogan empha-
sizes cadre-first
approach

 Appeal to shed ego and
strengthen grassroots
connection

Vision Politics Focus as Chandrababu Calls for

Cadre Unity and Local Poll Readiness

Bharat Ratna for NTR 
unanimous demand at 

Mahanadu
continued
reflects the long-standing
aspiration of Telugu peo-
ple. On the occasion of his
103rd birth anniversary, a
blood donation drive and a
free health camp were
organised at NTR Trust
Bhavan.
Speaking on the occasion,

Bhuvaneswari also said
N.T. Rama Rao was a
visionary leader who
worked to place women at
the forefront in all spheres.

Addressing the gathering,
she recalled that NTR
entered politics to uphold
the self-respect of the
Telugu people and to serve
society with dedication.
She highlighted his efforts
toward women's empower-
ment and social welfare.

She said honouring
him with the country's high-
est civilian award would be
a fitting tribute to his legacy
and immense contribution
to public life.

continued
today. Modi also highlight-
ed NTR's immen se contri-
bution to the film industry,
stating that his work as an
actor and cultural icon
would be reme mbered for
years to come.
Describing NTR as a
leader whose life continues
to motivate countless indi-
viduals, the Prime Minister
said his vision and dedica-
tion to society serve as a
guiding force for many.

Modi further remarked that
the NDA government in
Andhra Pradesh, under the
leadership of Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu, is
committed to realising
NTR's dreams and aspira-
tions for the people of the
State.
Leaders from various sec-
tions also paid homage to
NTR, remembering his role
in shaping the political and
cultural landscape of
Andhra Pradesh.

PM Modi pays tribute to
NTR on birth anniversary

Indira Gandhi, and NTR as
transformative figures in
India's democratic journey,
crediting them with shaping
the country's progress. He
highlighted the importance
of remembering their con-
tributions, particularly in

empowering citizens and
strengthening democratic
values.
The installation of the stat-
ue has been widely wel-
comed by NTR admirers,
who see it as a fitting trib-
ute to his enduring legacy.

Revanth Reddy unveils 23 ft 
NTR statue in Hyderabad

holidays and continuous
weekend rush, which have
led to heavy inflow of pil-
grims from across the
country. Temple authorities
noted that Tirumala has
been witnessing an
"unprecedented influx" of
devotees during this peri-
od. 
The ritual of offering hair,
considered a symbol of sur-
render to the deity, contin-
ues to be one of the most
significant spiritual prac-

tices among devotees visit-
ing Tirumala. The increas-
ing numbers highlight the
growing faith and participa-
tion in this centuries-old tra-
dition.To manage the heavy
rush, TTD has strength-
ened arrangements at ton-
sure centres
(Kalyanakattas), ensuring
smooth and hygienic serv-
ices. Additional barber
shifts have been introduced
to reduce waiting time and
improve efficiency in han-

dling the large number of
devotees. Officials also
emphasized that the hair
offerings, often referred to
as "black gold," form a
major source of revenue for
the temple through auc-
tions, contributing signifi-
cantly to its finances and
welfare activities.Despite
the massive crowds, TTD
has been maintaining
streamlined operations with
continuous monitoring,
improved facilities, and

enhanced workforce
deployment to ensure that
devotees do not face incon-
venience while performing
the sacred ritual.With the
ongoing summer season
and rising pilgrim turnout,
authorities expect the num-
bers to increase further in
the coming days, reinforc-
ing Tirumala's position as
one of the most visited and
spiritually significant pil-
grimage centers in the
country.

Tirumala Records Over 12.43 Lakh 
Hair Offerings in 27 Days
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continued
works, and facilities being
provided in the Kanaka
Durga Nagar area. During
his visit, he interacted with
devotees at cloakroom and
footwear stand locations to
understand their feedback
regarding services and
amenities. He personally
noted down several sug-
gestions given by pilgrims.
The EO instructed officials
to take strict action against
unauthorized vendors and
hawkers who were alleged-
ly charging excess prices
from devotees near the
Ghat area. He emphasized
that such practices should
not be allowed to continue
as they affect the sanctity
of the temple environment
and inconvenience pil-
grims.He also reviewed the
maintenance and cleanli-
ness of the newly con-
structed toilet facilities at
the Durga Ghat and direct-
ed sanitation staff to
ensure continuous upkeep,
especially during peak rush
hours. Officials were told to
maintain hygiene stan-
dards without any compro-
mise, given the large num-
ber of devotees visiting
daily.Due to the temporary
closure of Ghat Road for
certain maintenance activi-

ties, heavy congestion was
observed towards Kanaka
Durga Nagar, leading to
increased pedestrian and
vehicular movement in the
surrounding areas. The
Executive Officer directed
the security personnel and
traffic management teams
to take immediate meas-
ures to regulate flow and
prevent inconvenience to
devotees.
He further inspected the
RTC bus services being
operated to the temple by
the Andhra Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporatio
n under the supervision of
the Devasthanam. He
assessed the frequency of
buses, passenger han-
dling, and overall coordina-
tion between temple staff
and transport authorities.

Officials were
asked to remain on high
alert throughout the day to
manage the continuous
influx of pilgrims and
ensure that darshan queue
s move in an orderly man-
ner without delays. The EO
reiterated that devotee
comfort, safety, and disci-
pline in crowd manage-
ment remain top priorities
for the temple administra-
tion during the ongoing
rush period.

Indrakeeladri Witnesses 
Heavy Devotee Rush, 

EO Inspects ArrangementsVijayawada, 28 May 2026
| TPN Bureau

As part of efforts to pro-
mote Sanatana Hindu
Dharma and strengthen
temple tourism in the state,
the Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devasthana
m is preparing to resume
the prestigious "Krishnave
ni River Navahaarathis"
programme at the sacred
Sangamam (Ferry Ghat) in
Ibrahimpatnam.
The initiative, being revived
on the directions of the
state government, will for-
mally recommence from 05
June 2026 and will be con-
ducted on a continuous and
structured basis, temple
authorities confirmed.
Executive Officer V.K.
Seena Nayak has issued
instructions to ensure that
the programme is conduct-
ed in a grand, scripturally
aligned, and systematic
manner. He directed the
temple's Sthanacharyas
and the Vedic Committee to
submit detailed written

guidelines required for the
proper execution of the ritu-
als.
The EO further ordered a
joint field inspection at the
Sangamam site involving
Executive Engineers of the
Devasthanam, the
Assistant Commissioner,
Public Relations Officer,
and members of the Vedic
Committee. The inspection
is intended to assess infra-
structure requirements and
ensure all arrangements
are in place for the smooth
conduct of the ceremonial

river aarti.Officials have
been instructed to submit a
comprehensive report on
all arrangements by 02
June 2026, with the EO
setting a strict deadline to
avoid any delays in prepa-
rations. The report is
expected to cover facilities
for devotees, safety
arrangements, lighting,
seating, ritual platforms,
and crowd management
systems at the riverfront.
Seena Nayak emphasized
that the Navahaarathi pro-
gramme dedicated to

Goddess Krishna River
(Krishnamma Thalli) should
be organised in a way that
deeply appeals to devotees
and tourists alike. He
stressed that the event
must be executed as a
prestigious spiritual attrac-
tion without any shortcom-
ings in planning or imple-
mentation.The EO also
highlighted that the revival
of the programme is
expected to boost cultural
tourism in the region, draw-
ing both pilgrims and visi-
tors to the sacred conflu-
ence site. Officials were
asked to ensure seamless
coordination between all
departments involved so
that the event reflects the
spiritual and cultural signifi-
cance of the Krishna river.
Temple authorities reiterat-
ed that the initiative is
aimed at enhancing devo-
tional experience while also
promoting Vijayawada and
its surrounding sacred sites
as a major spiritual tourism
hub in Andhra Pradesh.

Krishnaveni River Navahaarathis to Resume at
Ibrahimpatnam Sangamam EO Orders Extensive Arrangements

Vijayawada, 28 May 2026
| TPN Bureau

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) staged a
large protest and dharna in
Vijayawada on Thursday,
condemning the Enforcem
ent Directorate (ED) raids
on the residence of Kerala
former Chief Minister and
CPI(M) Polit Bureau mem-
ber Pinarayi Vijayan. The
protest was held near the
central government office
complex on M.G. Road,
Bandar Road (opposite the
old RTC Bus Stand).
Party leaders and cadres
participated in the demon-
stration wearing black rib-
bons as a mark of protest.
Raising slogans against
the central government
and the ED, the activists
alleged that the raids were
politically motivated and
aimed at diverting public
attention from rising fuel
prices and inflation.
Slogans such as "Modi
Down Down" echoed dur-
ing the protest. 
CPI(M) State Secretary V.
Srinivasa Rao, addressing
the gathering chaired by
State Committee member
Donepudi Kasinadh,
strongly condemned the
ED action. He alleged that
the raids on Pinarayi
Vijayan's residence and
other locations in Kerala,
including Thiruvananthap
uram and Kannur, were
part of a planned political
vendetta. He called upon
democratic forces, civil
rights organisations, and
all supporters of democra-
cy to oppose such actions.
Srinivasa Rao stated that
the protest in Vijayawada
was only the beginning and
warned that if such actions
continued, the movement
would expand into a
nationwide agitation. He
alleged that central inves-
tigative agencies were
being used as instruments

of political pressure under
the direction of the BJP-led
government at the Centre.
He further claimed that
opposition unity move-
ments such as the INDIA
bloc were being under-
mined through such
actions, while accusing the
BJP and Congress of act-
ing in coordination in
Kerala politics. He said
attempts to weaken the
Left in states like West
Bengal would not succeed,
asserting that Left forces
were regaining strength.
CPI(M) Central Committee
member P. Lokanadham
said the ED raids were an
attempt to divert attention
from sharp increases in
petrol, diesel, and essential
commodity prices. He
alleged that the central
government was using
such actions to shift focus
away from public discon-
tent. He also claimed that
no evidence was found
during the searches, prov-
ing that the action was
politically driven.
Other leaders, including
State Secretariat member
Chigurupati Babu Rao, crit-
icized the use of central
agencies and alleged
selective targeting of oppo-
sition leaders while ignor-
ing corruption cases in
other states. Former Rajya
Sabha member P. Madhu
and other leaders also
addressed the protest, call-
ing for broader opposition
unity against what they
described as authoritarian
practices.
Leaders from CPI(ML)
New Democracy and other
affiliated groups also par-
ticipated, expressing soli-
darity with the protest.
Party leaders reiterated
that the agitation would
continue in coordination
with other democratic and
Left forces across the
country.

CPM Holds Protest in
Vijayawada Against 

ED Raids on Pinarayi Vijayan

Gannavaram Mandal, 28
May 2026 | TPN Bureau
Serious safety concerns
have been raised in
Mustabad village under
Gannavaram mandal after
fires were reportedly set in
paddy fields located dan-
gerously close to two HP
petrol bunks and a CNG
station along the national
highway. Locals have
warned that the situation
could lead to a major disas-
ter if immediate action is
not taken.
According to residents, dry
waste, crop residue, and
grass are being burnt in
vacant agricultural fields
situated just 50 to 100
metres from fuel stations.
The presence of highly
inflammable fuel storage
facilities in such close prox-
imity has triggered wide-
spread fear among vil-
lagers and highway com-
muters.

With rising summer tem-
peratures and strong winds
prevailing in the region,
experts and locals alike
have cautioned that even a
small spark could quickly
escalate into a large-scale
fire incident. They stressed
that the combination of fuel
stations, highway traffic,
and open burning creates a
highly vulnerable and dan-
gerous environment.
Residents alleged that
despite repeated com-
plaints, authorities have not
taken effective preventive
measures so far. They
pointed out that the area

witnesses continuous
vehicular movement on the
national highway, making
any potential fire incident
even more catastrophic.
Locals have demanded
that the administration
immediately impose a strict
ban on burning waste near
petrol bunks and CNG sta-
tions. They have also
called for stringent action
against those engaging in
burning crop residues in
open fields, citing negli-
gence and public safety
risks.Among their key
demands are regular fire
safety inspections in and

around fuel stations, instal-
lation of clear warning
boards in sensitive zones,
and strict enforcement of
safety regulations. Villagers
further urged officials to
issue strong warnings to
landowners and farmers
involved in such practices
and ensure legal action
against repeat violations.
Experts warn that even a
minor lapse in such high-
risk zones could lead to
explosions, loss of life, and
extensive property dam-
age. They emphasized that
preventive action is the
only way to avoid a poten-
tial disaster.The situation
has raised urgent calls for
coordinated action from
revenue, fire safety, and
transport authorities to
ensure that such haz-
ardous practices are imme-
diately brought under con-
trol in the interest of public
safety.

Fire Risk Near HP Petrol Pumps at 
Mustabad Sparks Concern

Vijayawada, 28 May 2026
| TPN Bureau
The "Operation Clean
Sweep" programme,
launched across
Vijayawada city under the
directions of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, is
being implemented suc-
cessfully and is gaining
strong public participation,
said Deputy Director of
Health Dr. Chandrasekhar.
Speaking during the clean-
liness drive held on
Thursday morning at
Veterinary Colony Park, Dr.
Chandrasekhar actively
participated in sanitation
activities along with munici-
pal staff and local volun-
teers. He said that main-
taining urban cleanliness is
a collective responsibility
and emphasized that a truly
clean Vijayawada can only
be achieved with active
public involvement.
The programme, being car-
ried out under the supervi-
sion of Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dhyanachandra, focuses
on improving sanitation
standards, eliminating
garbage accumulation, and

promoting hygienic prac-
tices at the community
level. Officials stated that
the initiative is part of a
broader citywide drive to
strengthen public health
and environmental cleanli-
ness.
A large number of local res-
idents, youth groups,
women's associations, and
voluntary organizations
took part in the cleanliness
drive at Veterinary Colony
Park. Participants joined
hands with sanitation work-
ers to clean public spaces,
remove waste, and
improve the overall appear-
ance of the locality. The
active involvement of citi-
zens was widely appreciat-
ed by health officials.

Dr. Chandrasekhar praised
the spontaneous participa-
tion of residents and said
that such cooperation
reflects growing awareness
among citizens about envi-
ronmental hygiene. He
noted that public participa-
tion is essential for the suc-
cess of any civic sanitation
programme and encour-
aged residents to continue
supporting such initiatives
in the future.
He further advised the pub-
lic to take necessary pre-
cautions to prevent
garbage accumulation in
residential areas and
stressed the importance of
segregating wet and dry
waste at the source. Proper
waste segregation, he said,

plays a crucial role in effec-
tive waste management
and helps municipal
authorities maintain cleanli-
ness more efficiently.
Officials from the Public
Health Department, sanita-
tion workers, and local
leaders were also present
during the programme.
They jointly supervised the
cleaning activities and
ensured smooth execution
of the drive.
The Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation reiterated its
commitment to maintaining
hygiene standards across
the city and appealed to cit-
izens to cooperate actively
in making Vijayawada a
cleaner and healthier urban
space.

Operation Clean Sweep Gains Momentum in
Veterinary Colony, Says Health Official
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Machilipatnam, May 28,
2026 | TPN Bureau
Krishna District Collector
DK Balaji on Thursday said
that the life of former Chief
Minister of united Andhra
Pradesh and Padma Shri
Dr. Nandamuri Taraka
Rama Rao (NTR) remains
a great source of inspira-
tion for the present genera-
tion.
As part of NTR's birth
anniversary commemora-
tions, the Collector arrived
at the Collectorate on a
bicycle and paid floral trib-
utes to the portrait of the
legendary leader at the
PGRS meeting hall inside
the Collectorate premises.
Speaking on the occasion,
Collector Balaji lauded
NTR for providing transpar-
ent and welfare-oriented

governance during his
tenure as Chief Minister.
He said that NTR stood
firmly for the welfare of the
poor and implemented sev-
eral revolutionary initiatives
aimed at improving the
lives of common people.
He noted that NTR's lead-
ership was driven by the
vision of public welfare,
and his policies significant-
ly contributed to the uplift-
ment of marginalized sec-
tions of society. The
Collector further stated that
NTR would forever be
remembered as a towering
personality who brought
global recognition to the
self-respect and identity of
Telugu people.
Balaji added that NTR's
services and ideals contin-
ue to inspire future genera-

tions and serve as a guid-
ing force for public adminis-
trators and leaders. He
emphasized that remem-
bering such leaders helps
strengthen values of public
service and commitment to
society.
The programme was
attended by Vigilance
Deputy Collector
Pothuraju, Collectorate
Administrative Officer
Radhika, other staff mem-
bers, and employees of the
Collectorate. They also
paid homage to the former
Chief Minister along with
the Collector.
Officials described the
event as a respectful trib-
ute to one of the most influ-
ential leaders in the politi-
cal history of Andhra
Pradesh.

NTR Life an Inspiration to 
Present Generation, 

Says Krishna District Collector DK Balaji

Machilipatnam, May 28,
2026 | TPN Bureau
Senior officials of the Elect
ion Commission of India
(ECI), including Secretaries
Santosh Kumar Dubey and
Naveen Kumar, along with
Under Secretary Sheesh
Ram, have arrived in Andh
ra Pradesh to review the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls.
The officials reached
Vijayawada International
Airport at Gannavaram on
Thursday night, where they
were accorded a warm
reception by Krishna
District Joint Collector M.
Naveen, Additional Chief
Electoral Officer of Andhra
Pradesh government Venk
ateshwar Rao, and Gudiv
ada Revenue Divisional
Officer G. Balasubraman
yam. They were welcomed
with bouquets as a cour-
tesy gesture.
As part of their visit, the
ECI team will assess the

implementation of the
Special Intensive Revision
programme of voter lists
across the state. The
review aims to ensure
accuracy, transparency,
and efficiency in the prepa-
ration and updating of elec-
toral rolls.

Officials said the visiting
team will closely examine

field-level execution of the
voter list revision process,
including verification proce-
dures and data manage-
ment practices being fol-
lowed by election staff in
the districts.
A key review meeting with
election officials is sched-
uled to be held in Vijayaw
ada on Friday, May 29.
During the meeting, the
Election Commission rep-
resentatives will discuss
the progress of the revision
exercise and evaluate the
effectiveness of existing
mechanisms to strengthen
electoral transparency.
The discussions are
expected to focus on
improving procedural accu-
racy and ensuring that eli-
gible voters are properly
included in the electoral
rolls while eliminating error
s and duplications. Authori
ties emphasized that the
initiative is crucial for main-
taining the integrity of the
democratic process.

EC Officials Arrive in Andhra Pradesh for 

Review of Special 
Voter List Revision

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau 

Senior TDP leader Goran
tla Butchaiah Chowdary
sparked laughter with his
lighthearted remarks at the
party's 'Mahanadu' plat-
form. Referring to Minister
Nara Lokesh, he said,
"Lokesh is making us run
around. We are unable to
keep up with his pace. He
is asking us to learn tech-
nology at this age," in a
playful tone.
Addressing Chief Minister

N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Chowdary jokingly raised
the issue, drawing smiles
from the gathering. His
comments highlighted the
generational shift within the
party and Lokesh's empha-
sis on technology-driven
governance.
Chandrababu Naidu,
Lokesh, and other leaders
present on the dais
responded with laughter,
adding a lighter moment to
the otherwise serious pro-
ceedings of the Mahanadu.

Butchaiah Chowdary's light 
remarks on Lokesh draw laughs

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau
Mannava Mohan Krishna,
Chairman of AP Technolog
y Services (APTS), has
donated Rs 27 lakh towar
ds the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) Mahanadu. He said
the contribution was made
out of a personal sense of
responsibility to support
the party's development
and ensure the success of
the annual event.
Mohan Krishna has consis-
tently extended financial
support to the party, emergi
ng as a key contributor to
the Mahanadu every year.
In previous instances, he
donated Rs 31 lakh for the
distribution of water bottles
during the event and Rs 25

lakh on another occasion.
His continued contributions
underline his commitment
to strengthening the party's
organisational activities
and supporting large-scale
arrangements for the
Mahanadu.

Mannava Mohan Krishna donates
Rs 27 lakh for TDP Mahanadu 

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Kinjarapu Atchan
naidu on Wednesday launc
hed a sharp attack on the
previous YSRCP govern-
ment, alleging that not a
single industry was brought
into the state during its
tenure and that existing
industries were driven
away due to mismanage-
ment. He was speaking at
the TDP Mahanadu.
He criticised the scrapping
of 'Anna Canteens', stating
that the scheme had
enabled the poor to access
a full meal for ?5. "Despite
our appeals in the
Assembly, the YSRCP gov-
ernment ignored the need
to continue the pro-
gramme," he said.
Atchannaidu emphasised

that industrial growth is key
to generating revenue,
which in turn supports wel-
fare programmes. He cred-
ited Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu as the
"brand ambassador" of the
State, claiming that within
24 months, the coalition
government had secured
investments worth ?24 lakh
crore.

Highlighting development
initiatives, he said the con-
struction of Amaravati is
progressing rapidly and
that the Polavaram project
has been brought back on
track. He accused Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy of
creating divisions through
the three-capital proposal,
adding that people across
regions had rejected the
YSRCP.
Reflecting on the 2019
defeat, Atchannaidu said
the TDP failed to effectively
communicate its achieve-
ments between 2014 and
2019. He asserted that the
party would now take its
governance record to the
people and ensure that the
YSRCP does not regain
political ground in the
State.

No industries came during 
YSRCP rule alleges Atchannaidu

Pawan Kalyan
Pays Tribute to
NTR on Birth
Anniversary

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan paid rich
tributes to former Chief
Minister N.T. Rama Rao on
the occasion of his birth
anniversary, recalling his
remarkable contribution to
both cinema and politics.
In a statement, Pawan
Kalyan described NTR as
a visionary leader who
transitioned from being a
celebrated actor to a mass
leader dedicated to public
welfare. He noted that
NTR's tenure as Chief
Minister of the united
Andhra Pradesh remains
unforgettable for its pro-
poor initiatives and admin-
istrative reforms.
Highlighting one of NTR's
landmark welfare meas-
ures, Pawan Kalyan said
the "Rs. 2 per kilo rice"
scheme reflected his com-
mitment to eradicating
hunger and supporting
economically weaker sec-
tions. He added that the
present coalition govern-
ment continues to uphold
the same spirit through ini-
tiatives such as Anna
Canteens, aimed at pro-
viding affordable food to
the needy.
Calling NTR an enduring
inspiration, Pawan Kalyan
said his legacy continues
to guide leaders in serving
people with dedication and
compassion. 

NTR's legacy of welfare and 
reform hailed at Mahanadu

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau

Minister Dr. Dola Sree Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy paid
rich tributes to N.T. Rama
Rao (NTR) at the TDP
Mahanadu, highlighting his
transformative role in poli-
tics and welfare.He
described NTR as a vision-
ary leader who rose from a
humble farming back-
ground through determina-
tion and hard work to
become a towering figure
in cinema and public life.
He recalled that NTR
founded the Telugu Desam
Party to repay the affection
of the Telugu people and to
uphold their self-respect.
The Minister lauded NTR's
pioneering welfare initia-
tives, including the ?2-per-
kg rice scheme, subsidised
clothing distribution, and
housing programmes for
the poor. He said NTR also
introduced administrative
reforms such as the

Mandal system, empower-
ing youth and common
people to enter public life.
He noted that NTR person-
ally led relief efforts during
crises like droughts and
natural disasters, reflecting
his commitment to public
service.Praising Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, he called him the
architect of modern Andhra
Pradesh and credited him
with continuing NTR's
vision. He also appreciat-
ed Nara Lokesh's 'Yuvag
alam' padayatra for recon-
necting with grassroots
workers. The Minister said
the enthusiasm among par
ty cadre remains strong
even after four decades,
and stressed that sustain
ed governance is essential
for development and wel-
fare. He urged party work-
ers to strive for the TDP's
continued success to
realise NTR's vision for the
State.

Amaravati, May 28 | TPN
Bureau
The Telugu Desam Party's
Mahanadu 2026 has gen-
erated significant political
momentum, positioning
itself as a platform for
transformative decisions
and renewed party direc-
tion. Held under the theme
of women empowerment,
the event has drawn wide-
spread attention across
political circles.
A key highlight of the con-
ference was the announce-
ment by TDP Working
President Nara Lokesh,
proposing 33 per cent
reservation for women in
Assembly and Lok Sabha
seats in the 2029 elections.
The move was described

as a landmark step aimed
at strengthening women's
role in politics and gover-
nance.Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sana Satish Babu
termed the decision his-
toric, stating that the com-
mitment would be imple-
mented irrespective of the
passage of the women's
reservation bill in Parliame
nt. He emphasised that
increasing women's repre-
sentation is essential for

shaping the party's future.
Calling Mahanadu a festi-
val of the people, Satish
Babu said the initiative
would set an example for
political parties nationwide.
The event, conducted in a
hybrid format as part of
cost-cutting measures, wit-
nessed an enthusiastic
response from party
cadres.Meanwhile, Satish
Babu also launched a
sharp attack on Opposi tion
leader Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, alleging growing
dissatisfaction with in his
party due to unclear leader-
ship decisions. He claimed
that such approac hes are
weakening the party's con-
nection with the public and
creating internal unrest.

TDP Mahanadu Signals Major 
Push for Women Representation

Nellore, May 28 | TPN
Bureau

The Telugu Desam Party's
two-day hybrid Mahanadu
witnessed an overwhelm-
ing response in Nellore city,
with party cadres turning
the event into a grand suc-
cess marked by enthusi-
asm and vibrant participa-
tion.Organised across 14
clusters in the constituency,
the event transformed the
city into a sea of yellow,

with party flags, banners
and decorations creating a
festive atmosphere. Party
workers and supporters,
dressed in yellow attire,
gathered in large numbers,
proudly displaying their
membership and raising

slogans in praise of the
party and its founder, N.T.
Rama Rao.Participants
paid floral tributes to NTR's
portraits and statues before
taking part in the proceed-
ings. The event was care-
fully organised under the
guidance of Minister for
Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Ponguru Narayana, ensur-
ing smooth arrangements
for attendees.

Hybrid Mahanadu Draws 
Massive Response, Energises Cadre  
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Just days after the
Supreme Court of India
called for Anti-Human
Trafficking Units (AHTUs)
to be refurbished with ade-
quate resources, a new fif-
teen-year study has cast
fresh light on the state of
these specialised anti-traf-
ficking mechanisms across
the country.
On 22 May 2026, while
hearing a petition filed by a
father from Tamil Nadu
whose missing daughter
remains untraced despite
sustained efforts, the
Supreme Court reportedly
stressed the need to
strengthen AHTUs and
improve institutional
response to trafficking and
missing persons cases.
With the matter now under
judicial scrutiny and a com-
mittee chaired by retired
Justice Mukta Gupta
engaging with States,
Union Territories and the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development, a
report by Sanjog India
assumes renewed signifi-
cance. The study docu-
ments and analyses the
status and functioning of
AHTUs across India from
2010 to 2025.
The study report, AHTU
Watch (2010-2025), con-
ducted by SANJOG-
Kolkata, presents a trou-
bling picture of the gap
between policy intent and
ground reality. Drawing on
Right to Information (RTI)
responses, field visits,

interviews with officials and
survivor testimonies, the
study examines how effec-
tively AHTUs are function-
ing as specialised anti-traf-
ficking institutions.
AHTUs were envisioned by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
as dedicated police units
responsible for preventing
trafficking, rescuing victims,
investigating crimes and
coordinating rehabilitation

and prosecution. However,
the study finds that many of
these units continue to
operate with weak institu-
tional support and frag-
mented implementation.
According to the report,
despite years of policy
attention and multiple advi-
sories aimed at strengthen-
ing anti-trafficking systems,
many AHTUs still lack for-
mal notification, dedicated

staffing, operational inde-
pendence and reliable
financial support.
One of the most persistent
problems identified is the
practice of assigning AHTU
officers "additional charge,"
requiring them to handle
trafficking cases alongside
routine policing duties.
Researchers say this dual
responsibility disrupts
investigations and weakens
survivor-centred engage-
ment. Survivor testimonies
and interviews with police
personnel suggest that offi-
cers often struggle to man-
age both general law-and-
order work and specialised
trafficking investigations
simultaneously.
The study assesses AHTUs
through six key indicators:
notification status, staffing
and stability, budget and
infrastructure, training, FIR
registration autonomy and
coordination mechanisms.
Across these areas, find-
ings reveal uneven and fre-
quently fragile institutional
performance.
Formal notification
emerged as a critical chal-
lenge. Without being noti-
fied as designated police
units, many AHTUs cannot
independently register First
Information Reports (FIRs),
forcing trafficking cases to
remain dependent on local
police stations.
Researchers argue that this
weakens investigative
autonomy, particularly in
cases involving organised

trafficking networks and
interstate operations.
Financial limitations further
undermine operations. The
report points to inconsistent
funding, incomplete utilisa-
tion records and spending
patterns focused largely on
infrastructure rather than
intelligence gathering,
investigations or survivor
support services.
The study also identifies
weak coordination among
legal aid institutions, child
welfare bodies, rehabilita-
tion services and prosecu-
tion agencies. Such gaps,
researchers argue, delay
compensation, prolong tri-
als and add to the distress
experienced by survivors
navigating the justice sys-
tem.
Human trafficking data
itself presents a complex
picture. National Crime
Records Bureau figures
show reported trafficking
cases falling from 8,132 in
2016 to 2,183 in 2023. Yet
the report cautions against
reading this decline as
proof of reduced trafficking.
High-incidence states such
as Assam, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh
showed limited or inconsis-
tent responses to RTI
requests, raising concerns
about reporting standards
and institutional trans-
parency.
The findings are not entire-
ly bleak. States such as
Telangana and Delhi
demonstrated stronger FIR

autonomy and greater
investigative activity, while
training initiatives, including
virtual programmes, have
expanded in recent years.
Survivors interviewed dur-
ing the study also reported
that functioning AHTUs
were often more accessible
and responsive than con-
ventional police structures.
The report recommends
mandatory notification of
AHTUs with FIR powers,
removal of additional-
charge responsibilities,
dedicated budgets, stan-
dardised multi-stakeholder
training, stronger coordina-
tion systems and a national
trafficking reporting mecha-
nism.
Its central message is
clear: anti-trafficking institu-
tions should be judged not
merely by their existence or
rescue statistics, but by
their ability to deliver jus-
tice, rehabilitation and dig-
nity to survivors.

Ram Mohan Nimmaraju
Secretary - HELP organi-

sation

15-Year Study Flags Major Gaps in 

India's Anti-Trafficking Units

The condition of technical
education in Andhra Pra
desh is raising uncomfort-
able questions that can no
longer be ignored. Engin
eering colleges, which are
expected to serve as cen-
tres of innovation, skill
development and employa-
bility, are increasingly being
described as institutions
that appear sound on paper
but fail in practice. The gap
between regulatory compli-
ance and ground reality
has triggered serious con-
cern among students, par-
ents and education acti
vists. At the heart of the
issue lies the functioning of
Fact Finding Committee
(FFC) inspections conduct-
ed during the affiliation
process. While these com-
mittees are meant to verify
infrastructure, faculty stren
gth, laboratory facilities and
compliance with norms,
allegations suggest that in
several cases, inspections
are reduced to paperwork
verification rather than
field-level assessment. Thi
s raises doubts about the
credibility of the affiliation
mechanism itself.
Similarly, questions are bei
ng raised about the effec-
tiveness of AICTE approv
als and subsequent moni-
toring. Approval is often
treated as a one-time clear-
ance rather than an ongo-
ing compliance responsibil-
ity. In the absence of con-
tinuous oversight, institu-
tions that initially meet stan
dards may gradually drift
away from them, especially
in areas such as faculty
strength, student-faculty
ratio and laboratory mainte-
nance. Another serious
concern relates to the
appointment and qualifica-

tion of principals. The prin-
cipal is central to academic
governance, yet reports of
inadequate verification of
qualifications and experi-
ence continue to surface. If
academic leadership is co
mpromised, it directly imp
acts teaching quality, insti-
tutional discipline and stu-
dent outcomes. Universiti
es must ensure that every
appointment is backed by
transparent verification of
credentials and formal rati-
fication.
Faculty integrity is another
weak link. Allegations that
some institutions display
faculty names only during
inspections and later alter
staffing arrangements point
to a deeper systemic prob-
lem. The absence of man
datory verification of salary
payments through bank sta
tements allows the possibil-
ity of "ghost faculty" being
shown for compliance pur-
poses. Making salary reco
rds, PF, ESI contributions
and appointment orders
part of affiliation audits is
no longer optional but nec-
essary.
Equally alarming is the
neglect of infrastructure for
students with disabilities.
Many institutions still lack
ramps, accessible toilets,
lifts and inclusive class-
room access. This is not
merely an infrastructural
gap but a violation of the

principle of equal educa-
tional opportunity. Regula
tory bodies must treat
accessibility compliance as
a non-negotiable require-
ment, not an advisory sug-
gestion.
Transparency is emerging
as a recurring demand acro
ss all these concerns. Whe
ther it is FFC committee
reports, AICTE inspection
findings, or compliance doc
uments submitted by col-
leges, stakeholders are cal
ling for public disclosure.
Without transparency, acco
untability becomes weak
and regulatory enforcemen
t loses credibility.
In this context, the demand
for statewide surprise inspe
ctions assumes significan
ce. A one-time audit across
all engineering colleges,
jointly conducted by AICTE,
JNTUK, APSCHE and the
state government, could
help assess the real status
of infrastructure, faculty str
ength, academic standards
and student welfare mech-
anisms. More importantly,
such an exercise must
include real-time verifica-
tion rather than advance-
notified inspections.
The concerns raised regar
ding institutions such as
Universal College of Engin
eering, Guntur district, whe
re RTI applications have
reportedly sought detailed
compliance records, further

highlight the need for sys-
temic scrutiny rather than
isolated responses.
Technical education forms
the backbone of industrial
and technological develop-
ment. If its foundations are
weakened by procedural
lapses, inadequate moni-
toring and lack of accounta-
bility, the long-term conse-
quences will directly affect
employability and econom-
ic growth.
The situation calls for a
shift from routine inspec-
tions to rigorous regulatory
enforcement. Surprise aud
its, mandatory digital trans-
parency of inspection rep
orts, strict verification of fac
ulty and principals, and
inclusion of disability-friendl
y infrastructure as a core
criterion are essential
reforms.
Engineering education can-
not function on assumption
s or appearances. It must
be built on verified stan-
dards, transparent proces
ses and continuous accoun
tability. The time for cosme
tic compliance is over; what
is needed now is a full-
scale structural audit of
engineering education in
the state.

Dr.M.V.Bramhananda
Reddy

President
Andhra Pradesh

Technical & Professional
Institutions Employees
Association (APTPIEA)

9000840692

Engineering Education in Andhra Pradesh 
Demands Urgent Structural Audit

Freedom of the Press or
Freedom Under Control? 

( From Legal Forum ) 
Judicial interpretation has
emphasised that such
powers must be exercised
sparingly and only where
there exists a clear and
present danger to protect-
ed interests. VII. Constituti
onal Cases Laying the
Foundation of Press Free
dom  1. Romesh Thappar
v. State of Madras  
In Romesh Thappar v.
State of Madras, the
Supreme Court was called
upon to examine a State
decision to completely pro-
hibit the distribution of a
political journal. The Court
declined to accept the
State's invocation of public
safety as a justification and
used the occasion to affirm
that freedom of speech and
expression is a foundation-
al guarantee, not an ancil-
lary liberty. The judgment
established that media
freedom is indispensable
to the functioning of a
democracy, not merely inci-
dental to it. The signifi-
cance of the decision lies
not only in the quashing of
the ban but in its declara-
tion that executive con-
cerns about public order
cannot,  without more, jus-
tify the suppression of
ideas. The judgment made
clear that any governmen-

tal attempt to restrict press
expression would be sub-
jected to close judicial
scrutiny. 
Brij Bhushan v. State of
Delhi  
In Brij Bhushan v. State of
Delhi, the government had
required prior approval
before a newspaper could
publish. The Court rejected
this arrangement, recog-
nising that newspapers
must retain the freedom to
make independent editorial
decisions in real time. Pre-
publication approval funda-
mentally impairs a newspa-
per's capacity to report on
current events. The  Court
confined the permissible
scope of governmental con
trol to post-publication acc
ountability rather than pre-
emptive censorship. This
judgment firmly established
the principle that regulatory
power over the press must
operate after expression
occurs, not before.  

A Legal Examination of India's 
Media Law Framework 

Pokkuluri Subba Rao
Veteran Journalist 



07 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026



08 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026



09 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026



10 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026



11 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026



12 VIJAYAWADA, FRIDAY, MAY, 29.05.2026


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

