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BJP Surge Halts Didi’ S Donnce in Bengal

West Bengal, May 4 |
TPN Bureau

The results of the Assembly
elections in five states, often
seen as a precursor to national
trends, have delivered surpris-
ing outcomes. Contrary to
most pre-poll projections that
favored incumbent govern-
ments, a strong wave of anti-
incumbency reshaped the po-
litical landscape. Except for
Assam and Puducherry, ruling
parties in major states like
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala faced significant
setbacks.

In West Bengal, the focused
campaign against Mamata Ba-
nerjee proved effective, with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and its allies making ma-
jor gains. The party, which had
long aimed to capture power in
the state, appears to have final-
ly broken through after falling
short in the 2021 elections. The
ruling All India Trinamool

Congress (TMC), which previ-
ously secured a sweeping man-
date, witnessed a sharp decline
in its seat share.

Out of 294 constituencies,
polling was conducted in 293
seats, with a re-election or-
dered in one segment. With the

majority mark set at 148, the
BJP-led alliance surged well
beyond that figure, taking a
commanding lead. In contrast,
the TMC, which had won over
200 seats in the previous elec-
tion, was reduced to under 100
seats this time.

Mamata Banerjee, contest-
ing from Bhabanipur, faced a
tough challenge but managed
to regain ground after an ini-
tial setback. Meanwhile, BJP
leader SuvenduAdhikari re-
tained prominence by securing
victory in Nandigram. Several
senior leaders and ministers
from the ruling camp were also
defeated, highlighting the scale
of the shift in voter sentiment.
Political observers attribute
the outcome to multiple fac-
tors, including allegations of
corruption against the ruling
establishment and the BJP’s
aggressive campaign strategy.
High-profile campaigning by
Narendra Modi, along with
sustained outreach efforts,
played a crucial role in mobi-
lizing voters.Overall, the re-
sults mark a major political
shift in West Bengal, signaling
the end of prolonged domi-
nance by the TMC and a sig-
nificant expansion of the BJP’s
influence in eastern India.

Nerala Returns to Iradition as UDF Sweeps to Power

Kerala, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Assembly election re-
sults in Kerala have largely fol-
lowed pre-poll expectations,
with the Left Democratic Front
(LDF) losing power after two
consecutive terms. As widely
anticipated, the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF), led by the
Congress, secured a clear ma-
jority and is set to form the
next government. Out of the
140 Assembly constituencies,
the required majority mark
stood at 71 seats. While the LDF
had hoped to achieve a rare
third straight term, it fell well
short, whereas the UDF regis-
tered a decisive victory. Mean-
while, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) once again failed

to make significant electoral
gains in the state.
Kerala’s political pattern has

BJP Halls Mamlate ind States
Kishan Reddy Slams Opposition

New Delhi, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy addressed a press con-
ference in Delhi reacting to the
results of the assembly elec-
tions held across five states. He
said the outcomes reflect
strong public trust in the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and the develop-
ment agenda of the BJP-led

Telugu Vote Bank Shape

alliance.He highlighted that
the BJP, under the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), is
set to form a government in
West Bengal for the first time
with a strong mandate. Accord-
ing to him, the people of Ben-
gal have expressed a desire for
change after years of dissatis-
faction with the ruling Trina-
mool Congress (TMC). P3

Tamil Nadu Politics

Shiva Ranjani C

Chennai: The political land-
scape of Tamil Nadu is wit-
nessing a notable shift with the
emergence of TamilagaVettri-
Kazhagam (TVK) led by actor-
turned-politician Vijay. Early
trends suggest that TVK is
gaining traction across several
regions, with the sizable Telu-
gu-speaking voter base playing
a crucial role in this rise.

Estimates indicate that Ta-
mil Nadu has nearly 1.4 crore
(14 million) Telugu-speaking
people, forming a significant
share of the electorate in key
regions. Telugu remains the
second-largest linguistic group
in the state, accounting for
about 5.8% of the population,
or over 42 lakh people. This
makes them one of the most in-
fluential voter blocs in Tamil
Nadu politics.TVK supporters
highlight that the party is stra-
tegically focusing on Telugu-
dominated pockets, particular-

ly in northern Tamil Nadu.
Districts such as Tiruvallur,
Vellore, Ranipet, Tiruttani,
Krishnagiri, and Kanchipuram
have a strong Telugu presence.
The campaign mapping identi-
fies at least six clusters, includ-
ing Gummidipoondi, Ponneri,
Katpadi, Gudiyattam, Arakko-
nam, and Hosur, regions con-
sidered electorally decisive.
Political parties have long
recognised this demographic
strength. Major Dravidian par-
ties like DMK and ATADMK
have historically P4

historically been defined by an
alternating cycle of power be-
tween the LDF and the UDF.

Although PinarayiVijayan
broke this trend by securing a
second consecutive term in
2021, the latest results indicate
that voters have reverted to
their preference for change af-
ter five years. Elections for all
constituencies were held on
April 9, with a direct contest
between the two dominant
alliances.

Despite internal challenges
within the Congress, including
the gradual distancing of sen-
ior leaders such as Shashi Tha-
roor, the UDF managed to re-
gain public trust. Allegations
of corruption against the rul-
ing Left government are be-
lieved to have significantly in-
fluenced voter sentiment,
contributing to the LDF’s
decline.

The BJP, despite an aggres-
sive campaign, could not trans-
late its efforts into electoral
success. The party raised mul-
tiple issues, including cultural
and religious matters like the
Sabarimala Temple controver-
sy, but these failed to resonate
widely with voters. Even ad-
ministrative moves such as re-
naming the state to “Keralam”
did not alter the electoral
outcome.

With the UDF’s victory con-
firmed, attention has now
shifted to leadership selection.
Prominent Congress figures
like V. D. Satheesan, Ramesh
Chennithala, and K. C. Venugo-
pal is being considered for the
Chief Minister’s role. The final
decision will rest with the par-
ty’s central leadership.

Bandi Sanjay Hails BJP Wins,
Launches Strong Political Attack

Karimnagar, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

Union Minister Bandi San-
jay Kumar addressed the me-
dia at his MP office in Karim-
nagar, reacting to the recent
election results in five states
and making strong political
remarks.

He welcomed the BJP alli-
ance victories in Assam, West
Bengal, and Puducherry, call-
ing them a clear endorsement
of the party’s ideology and gov-
ernance model. According to
him, the results reflect grow-
ing public trust in the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-

Hyderabad, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Health Department is in
the final phase of launching a
dedicated cancer registry web-
site aimed at improving pa-
tient data management and
treatment monitoring across
the state. The initiative is be-
ing developed in collaboration
with the MNJ Institute of On-
cology and Regional Cancer
Centre and the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR).
Officials confirmed that a draft
memorandum of understand-
ing has been prepared and is
awaiting formal approval. A pi-
lot phase of the project has al-
ready been completed, with all
District Medical and Health Of-
ficers (DMHOs) trained to
track cancer patients from ini-
tial diagnosis through treat-
ment. They will also be respon-
sible for uploading patient data
onto the new portal. According

dra Modi and the development
agenda of the BJP. He said vot-
ers have reaffirmed their be-
lief in “double-engine govern-
ance,” which combines state
and central leadership for fast-
er development.Bandi Sanjay

Government o

to officials, the platform is ex-
pected to go live within a week,
as its design and structure are
already in place.ICMR will
play a crucial role in ensuring
the accuracy and reliability of
the data. It will verify the infor-
mation submitted by the state,
eliminate duplication, and re-
turn refined datasets for cen-
tralized storage. This process
is expected to enhance the
quality and credibility of the
registry.Under the proposed
system, major cancer diagnos-
tic laboratories will have direct
access to upload patient data,

described the outcome as a vic-
tory of nationalism and cred-
ited the leadership of Modi
along with senior leaders for
guiding the party. He said the
results would strengthen BJP
workers and push forward the
goal of a “Congress-free In-
dia,” adding that Congress is
losing relevance across states.

He praised the BJP’s perfor-
mance in Assam, claiming it
reflected public appreciation
for development in the North-
east under Chief Minister
HimantaBiswaSarma. He also
highlighted gains in Puduch-
erry and said the party contin-
ues to maintain

s lelangana Set to Launch
Cancer Registry

Portal

although access will be re-
stricted to their own entries.
Smaller healthcare facilities
will submit their records to re-
spective DMHOs, who will for-
ward them to ICMR for valida-
tion before inclusion in the
central database. This layered
approach aims to ensure both
accuracy and consistency A
state-level expert committee,
including specialists from Ni-
zam's Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, MNJ, and the Directo-
rate of Medical Education, has
been actively coordinating
with district officials. Their
discussions have focused on
streamlining workflows, from
patient registration to treat-
ment updates, while also
strengthening district cancer
care centers.The new portal is
expected to significantly im-
prove cancer surveillance, da-
ta-driven planning, and patient
care delivery across
Telangana.

V||ay S Solo Surge Redefmes
Tamil Nadu Politics

Tamil Nadu, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

In a dramatic and unexpect-
ed turn of events, actor-turned-
politician Vijay has carved out
a remarkable victory, reshap-
ing the political landscape of
Tamil Nadu. Once dismissed as
an unlikely contender, his par-
ty, TamizhagaVetriKazhagam
(TVK), stunned critics by se-
curing a decisive mandate and
propelling him to the Chief
Minister’s post. Pre-election
skepticism—ranging from
doubts about his party’s viabil-
ity to questions about his own
electoral success—has now
been firmly silenced.

Facing relentless criticism
and multiple controversies, Vi-
jay maintained his focus and
resilience. From personal chal-
lenges to political attacks, in-
cluding attempts to derail his
film Jananayagan, every set-
back appeared to strengthen
public sympathy in his favor.
His campaign ultimately trans-
lated this support into a com-
manding tally of seats, elimi-
nating the possibility of a
fractured mandate and proving
his ability to lead
independently.

The outcome also reflects a
broader shift in voter senti-
ment. After five years under M.
K. During Stalin's administra-

e | O
| /0 )
|IAYX "
il | :'?0

B ARY
R | 2

i'. LY $-4-

= 2 &
AR -
| .

(| }

E.

tion, a noticeable wave of dis-
satisfaction had begun to
emerge. Statements by Udhay-
anidhi Stalin on sensitive is-
sues further intensified public
discontent, creating an open-
ing that Vijay effectively capi-
talized on. Meanwhile, All In-
d i a A nn a
DravidaMunnetraKazhagam
(ATIADMK) concentrated its ef-
forts on challenging the ruling
government, even aligning
with Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), but could not match the
growing appeal of TVK.

A defining feature of Vijay’s
campaign was his unconven-
tional approach to candidate
selection. In a move that cap-
tured widespread attention, he
nominated the son of his driv-
er, Sabarinathan, from the
Virugambakkam constituen-
cy—breaking long-standing
norms dominated by wealth
and influence. By contesting
without alliances and urging
voters to support his vision
rather than individual candi-
dates, Vijay created a strong
personal connection with the
electorate.

This landmark victory un-
derscores a powerful message:
when voters perceive a credi-
ble alternative, they are will-
ing to embrace change
wholeheartedly

Trisha Sparks Polltlcal
Buzz as Vijay Nears Power

ARN Mahesh

Chennai: Tamil Nadu’s po-
litical arena witnessed dramat-
ic developments on the day of
Assembly election results, as
TamizhagaVettriKazhagam
(TVK) chief Vijay surged
ahead with leads in over 100
constituencies, placing him
firmly on course to form the
next government. Amid this
political wave, actress Trisha
Krishnan, who is celebrating
her 43rd birthday on Monday
has unexpectedly become the
centre of attention, triggering
intense speculation about her
possible entry into politics.

The buzz began early in the
day when Trisha visited the sa-
cred Tirumala Venkateswara
Temple, offering prayers to
Lord Venkateswara. While her
fans stated that the visit was in
connection with her birthday;,
netizens speculated that it was
intended to seek divine bless-
ings for Vijay’s electoral suc-
cess. The speculation intensi-
fied when she travelled directly
from Tirumala to Vijay’s resi-
dence in Neelankarai, Chennai
and spent there more than an
hour.Her visit to Vijay’s resi-
ence quickly turned into a ma-
jor talking point, with visuals
and updates spreading rapidly
across social media platforms.
Trisha reportedly congratulat-
ed Vijay on his impressive elec-
toral performance, further
fuellingrumours of her grow-
ing proximity to the party’s po-
litical developments.

The developments come at a
time when TVK is making a re-
markable debut in Tamil Nadu
politics. With Vijay leading
from both Trichy East and Per-
ambur constituencies, the pos-
sibility of him winning both
seats appears increasingly
likely. According to election
rules, he would have to vacate
one seat if elected from both,
setting off intense speculation
over who might contest the re-
sulting by-election.

Trisha’s name has now
emerged prominently in this

context. Political observers
point to earlier reports sug-
gesting that TVK leaders had
approached her during the
ticket allocation phase, under-
lining her perceived impor-
tance within the party. Her
sudden appearance at Vijay’s
residence on such a crucial day
has only added weight to the
speculation that she could be
fielded as a candidate in the
near future.

Meanwhile, opposition par-
ties have also weighed in on the
developments. During the elec-
tion campaign, leaders from
major parties, including the
BJP and DMK, had targeted
the friendship between Vijay
and Trisha, using it as a point
of criticism. Remarks made by
BJP leader NainarNagendran
had sparked controversy, draw-
ing attention to their personal
association. However, the elec-
tion trends suggest that such
criticisms have had little im-
pact on voters, who appear to
have favoured TVK’s message.

Social media has since erupt-
ed with discussions, with
hashtags like #VijayTrisha
trending widely. Supporters
view the developments as a
sign of a new political narra-
tive, while critics remain cau-
tious, calling it premature
speculation.At the same time,
alternative possibilities are
also being discussed. Some po-
litical observers suggest that
Vijay’s father, filmmaker S.A.
Chandrasekhar, could be con-
sidered for the vacant seat in-
stead of Trisha. However, no
official confirmation has been
made by the party on this mat-
ter.As TVK edges closer to
forming the government, the
focus is not only on Vijay’s po-
litical ascent but also on the
evolving dynamics within his
inner circle. Whether Trisha’s
visit marks the beginning of a
political journey or remains a
symbolic gesture, it has unde-
niably added a new layer of in-
trigmue t o
Tamil Nadu’s changing politi-
cal landscape.
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Bandi Sanjay Hails BJP Wins,

Launches Strong Political Attack

a strong position in Bengal
despite political challenges.

Targeting opposition par-
ties, he accused them of engag-
ing in divisive politics and mis-
leading narratives. He alleged
that violence and pressure tac-
tics against BJP workers in
Bengal had failed to deter the
party’s rise. He further said
voters rejected such politics
and supported development-
focused governance.

On Tamil Nadu and Kerala
results, he claimed opposition
alliances suffered internal di-
visions and failed to connect
with people. He also criticized
Congress leadership, saying
the party has faced repeated
electoral setbacks nationally.

Bandi Sanjay also made
sharp personal political at-
tacks on state leaders, alleging
failures in governance and
calling for accountability in
various issues. He challenged
rivals to respond with evidence

on corruption allegations and
warned of exposing political
links and irregularities.

He concluded by urging sup-
porters to participate in the up-
coming Prime Minister’s pub-
lic meeting in Telangana,
calling it a historic event. He
expressed confidence that a
“saffron wave” is spreading
across the country and would
soon reach Telangana,
strengthening the BJP’s posi-
tion in the state.

VAHAN Portal Speeds Up
Vehicle Registration Process

Hyderabad, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

The Transport Department
has significantly streamlined
vehicle registration services
through the implementation of
the VAHAN portal, developed
by the National Informatics
Centre. As of last Saturday, the
system had successfully pro-
cessed 89,392 temporary vehi-
cle registrations across the
state.

In addition to temporary reg-
istrations, the portal facilitat-
ed 3,223 online bookings and
auctions for fancy registration
numbers. Officials stated that
79,095 vehicles have already
been assigned permanent reg-
istration numbers, represent-
ing nearly 88.5 percent of the
total registrations processed so
far.

Once a permanent registra-
tion number is allotted, vehicle
dealers are responsible for ob-
taining high-security registra-
tion plates (HSRP), installing
them on the vehicles, and up-
loading photographic proof to
the VAHAN portal. This step is
essential for generating and
printing the final registration
certificates.

The Transport Department
is introducing the system in a
phased manner to ensure
smooth functioning and unin-
terrupted public access to ser-
vices. The gradual rollout is
intended to improve operation-
al efficiency while minimizing
technical disruptions during
implementation.

According to department of-
ficials, the portal’s perfor-
mance has shown notable im-
provement in recent days, with
faster approval rates and
smoother processing of appli-
cations. This progress indi-
cates that the system is stabi-
lizing effectively.

Officials further noted that
pending applications at verifi-
cation and inspection stages
are being closely monitored
through daily reviews. As a re-
sult, the backlog has been sig-
nificantly reduced, with fewer
than 25 applications currently
pending at each stage.

The digitized platform is ex-
pected to make vehicle regis-
tration services more transpar-
ent, efficient, and convenient
for both dealers and vehicle
owners across Telangana.

Industries Urged to Train
Engineers for Future Jobs

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

IT and Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu has
called on industries to actively
participate in training engi-
neering graduates and prepar-
ing them for employment.
Highlighting the growing mis-
match between academic cur-
ricula and industry expecta-
tions, he emphasized that
companies should take respon-
sibility for skill development
as part of their corporate
commitment.

The Minister made these re-
marks at an event held at a ho-
tel in Begumpet to mark the
10-year milestone of city-based
firm PSR Techhub. He congrat-
ulated founder P. Sriranga Rao
for building the company into
a successful enterprise within
a decade, despite challenges in
the rapidly evolving technolo-
gy sector.

Recalling the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Sridhar
Babu noted that many organi-
zations struggled to survive,
but praised PSR Techhub for

sustaining operations and en-
suring job security for its
workforce. He also pointed out
the challenges posed by emerg-
ing technologies like Artificial
Intelligence and stressed the
need for continuous
upskilling.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is taking steps to sup-
port skill enhancement among
engineers and announced
plans to establish a dedicated
training facility, referred to as
an AI Hub. He added that
reskilling programs are ex-
pected to begin within the next
two months.

PSR Techhub Director P. Na-
myutha stated that the compa-
ny currently operates across
major Indian cities and plans
to expand globally over the
next three years. She said the
workforce is expected to grow
to around 1,000 employees. Fol-
lowing the Minister’s sugges-
tions, the company also in-
tends to provide training to
fresh graduates and offer job
opportunities to deserving
candidates.
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BJP Celehrations Mark Electoral SuccessAcross States

Hyderabad, May 04,
2026 | TPN Bureau

Celebrations broke out at the
BJP Telangana State Office fol-
lowing the alliance’s strong
performance in the recent elec-
tion results across five states.
Party leaders and workers, led
by State President N. Ram-
chander Rao, gathered to mark
the occasion by distributing
sweets and congratulating one
another.

Prominent leaders, includ-
ing Rajya Sabha MP K. Lax-
man, BJLP leader EletiMa-
heswar Reddy, ML.C Anji Reddy,
State Vice President Kasam-
Venkateshwarlu, and spokes-
person N. V. Subhash, partici-
pated in the event along with
party cadre.

Addressing the media, Dr.
Laxman described the results
in Assam, West Bengal, and Pu-
ducherry as a significant en-
dorsement of the BJP’s govern-
ance model. He said the
victories reflect growing pub-
lic confidence in the leadership
of Narendra Modi and the par-
ty’s focus on development, wel-
fare, and transparency.

He noted that the Prime Min-
ister’s upcoming visit to Hy-
derabad on May 10 has gener-

Telangana Gabinet to Review Key Chai
Projects andelfare Measures

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

The State Cabinet meeting,
to be chaired by Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy, is set to de-
libera e on a wide range of cru-
cial policy matters, spanning
irrigation, infrastructure, and
employee welfare.

One of the primary agenda
items is the revival of the
Pranahita-Chevella project,
along with initiating discus-
sions with the Maharashtra
government on constructing
the TuVVmmidihatti barrage
at an increased height of 150
meters, compared to the earlier
148 meters proposal. The Cabi-
net is also expected to examine
water diversion plans from
Tummidihatti to SripadaYel-
lampalli, with multiple route
options under consideration.

Employee welfare is another
major focus. The government
is likely to outline a plan to
clear nearly Rs 6,000 crore in
pending dues of employees and
pensioners within 100 days.
Discussions are expected on re-
vising Pay Revision Commis-
sion (PRC) scales, settling
Dearness Allowance arrears,
improving health schemes,
and addressing other pending
payments. The possibility of
PRC fitment for Telangana
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (TGSRTC) staff and the

ated considerable enthusiasm
across Telangana, with prepa-
rations underway for a large
public gathering at Parade
Grounds. According to him,
the public response indicates
strong support for the Centre’s
development initiatives.

proposed merger of RTC em-
ployees with the state govern-
ment are also on the agenda.
Infrastructure development,
particularly the expansion of
the Hyderabad Metro Rail, will
be a key topic. Following the
state government’s recent take-
over of Phase-I operations, the
Cabinet is likely to push for-
ward plans for Phase-II ex-
pansion. The project, pro-
posed as a joint venture with
the Central government, will
require necessary approvals,
with construction expected
to begin within six months.
Irrigation projects, includ-
ing a review of the Kalesh-
waram Lift Irrigation

Dr. Laxman further stated
that voters across the country
are increasingly backing poli-
cies aimed at inclusive growth,
citing the BJP’s “SabkaSaath,
SabkaVikas” approach as a key
factor behind its success. He
pointed out that states gov-

Scheme, will also be dis-
cussed, focusing on techni-
cal modifications and future
planning.Additionally, the
Cabinet may consider sev-
eral welfare initiatives, such
as sanctioning new Aasara
pensions, implementing the
Indiramma insurance
scheme, and addressing de-
mands of Telangana move-
ment activists. Preparations
for events like Godavari
Pushkaralu 2027, Census-re-
lated issues, expansion of
cashless medical facilities,
and completion of pending
double-bedroom housing
projects are also expected to
be reviewed.

Al App ‘PrepMonkey’ Launched
to Support UPSC Aspirants

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana IT Minister Dud-
dilla Sridhar Babu launched
“PrepMonkey,” an Al-driven
application aimed at assisting
students preparing for compet-
itive examinations, including
the UPSC. The initiative seeks
to leverage technology to pro-
vide quality guidance and im-
prove learning outcomes for
aspirants.Speaking at the
launch, the Minister empha-
sized the importance of inte-
grating advanced technology
into the education sector to ex-

pand opportunities for stu-
dents. He highlighted that with
the right tools and mentorship,
even students from rural areas
can achieve significant suc-
cess. He expressed confidence
that PrepMonkey would serve
as a valuable resource for can-
didates and encouraged the de-
velopment of more such inno-
vations in digital education.
The app has been developed
through the collaboration of
education professionals and
technology experts. It offers
features such as smart study
notes, answer evaluation sys-

tems, customized question
banks, real-time performance
tracking, and mentorship sup-
port, designed to enhance
exam preparation.The found-
ing team behind the platform
includes TalashilaRanjith,
Sudhakar, Ram AbhinavTej,
Pavani, Akash, and Meghna
Reddy. According to the organ-
izers, the app’s primary goal is
to make high-quality educa-
tional resources accessible to
students from all backgrounds
and help them succeed through
structured guidance and mod-
ern tools.

erned by the party have seen
continued support due to wel-
fare measures implemented
without discrimination.
Commenting on political
trends, he said anti-incumben-
cy sentiments played a role in
several states, where govern-

Uttam Kumar Réddy Orders

ments were rejected over alle-
gations of corruption and mis-
governance. In contrast,
regions like Assam witnessed
continued support for the BJP,
indicating satisfaction with its
administration.

He also criticized opposition
parties for questioning elec-
tion outcomes, emphasizing
that democratic verdicts must
be respected. Referring to Tel-
angana, he said people are in-
creasingly seeking political
change and are looking to-
wards the BJP for develop-
ment-oriented governance.

Dr. Laxman highlighted that
the Central Government has
invested significantly in Telan-
gana’s growth over the past
decade, including infrastruc-
ture and institutional projects.
He urged citizens to partici-
pate in large numbers in the
upcoming public meeting, ex-
pressing confidence that the
BJP would continue to expand
its support base in the state.

Speaking on the occasion,
EletiMaheswar Reddy said the
party’s progress in West Ben-
gal holds symbolic importance,
recalling the legacy of Syama
Prasad Mookerjee and describ-
ing the development as a mile-
stone for the BJP’s growth.

Massive Push for Paddy
Procurement Amid Rains

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister N. Uttam Kumar Red-
dy has directed officials to ac-
celerate paddy procurement
operations across Telangana in
response to unseasonal rains
affecting several districts and
threatening crop damage.

Chairing a high-level video
conference with district in-
charge ministers, collectors,
and senior officials, the Minis-
ter reviewed the ongoing pro-
curement season and stressed
the need for immediate action
to protect farmers’ produce
from weather-related losses.
He instructed the administra-
tion to remain on high alert as
heavy summer showers con-
tinue to affect multiple
regions.

So far, paddy procurement
has crossed 14.80 lakh metric
tonnes, with all 8,575 procure-
ment centers fully operational.
Over 1.84 lakh farmers have
benefited, and approximately
Rs 2,001.96 crore has been di-
rectly transferred to their bank
accounts under Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) operations.
Officials also noted that more
than 8 lakh metric tonnes of
coarse varieties have been pro-
cured this season.

The Minister emphasized
that procurement efforts must
be intensified in the coming
days as arrivals are expected to
increase significantly. Special
focus has been placed on high-
volume procurement centers
in districts such as Nalgonda
and Nizamabad.

Unseasonal rains accompa-
nied by strong winds have al-

ready damaged paddy stocks in
several districts including Nal-
gonda, Mahabubnagar, Kham-
mam, Suryapet, and Kothagu-
dem. Reports from Nalgonda
indicated that nearly 299 met-
ric tonnes of paddy were
soaked during a sudden storm,
despite precautionary
measures.

Uttam Kumar Reddy direct-
ed officials to ensure tarpau-
lins are pre-positioned at all
procurement centers based on
daily weather forecasts. He
also instructed that wet paddy
be immediately transported to
designated parboiled rice mills
to minimize losses. The state
has arranged sufficient stor-
age capacity and mobilized
over 18.5 crore gunny bags to
support procurement
operations.

He further stressed that dis-
trict collectors and ministers
must closely monitor opera-
tions and resolve transport or
logistical issues without delay.
The Minister reiterated that
procurement will continue
without interruption and
warned officials to maintain
strict preparedness in view of
continued rainfall
predictions.

Senior officials, including
Civil Supplies Commissioner
Stephen Ravindra, Transport
Commissioner K. Ilambarithi,
and Disaster Management Sec-
retary D. Harichandana, par-
ticipated in the review meet-
ing. Ministers Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy, D. Sridhar
Babu, AdluriLakshman, Pon-
namPrabhakar, and Vakiti Sri-
hari also joined the
discussions.

Thummala Urges Centre to
Expand MSP Support and Lift
Procurement Caps

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

State Agriculture Minister
ThummalaNageswara Rao has
once again written to Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, seeking ur-
gent intervention on key issues

affecting Telangana farmers.
In his letter, the Minister re-
quested the inclusion of maize
and sorghum under the Price
Support Scheme (PSS) and the
removal of existing procure-
ment restrictions on certain
crops.
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PonnamPrabhakar Welcomes
Congress Win in Kerala

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Minister PonnamPrabhakar
expressed happiness over the
Congress party’s victory in
Kerala, stating that the out-
come reflects the enduring
strength of democratic values
in the country. He remarked
that as long as the Constitution
was framed by B. R. Ambedkar
remains the foundation of gov-
ernance and democracy con-
tinues to function, the idea of
a “Congress-free India” is un-
realistic.He asserted that the
Congress party has consistent-
ly stood as a symbol of demo-
cratic principles and will re-
gain power at the national level
in the future. Criticizing the
BJP, he said relying on divisive
politics and communal narra-
tives cannot serve as a lasting
political strategy, emphasizing
that democracy will ultimately
prevail.The minister congratu-
lated Kerala leaders, including

V. D. Satheesan and Ramesh
Chennithala, under the guid-
ance of K. C. Venugopal, for the
party’s impressive perfor-
mance. He also credited the col-
lective leadership of Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, and
MallikarjunKharge for steer-
ing the party to success.Pon-
namPrabhakar emphasized
that the Congress has always
followed ethical and democrat-
ic methods in politics, reject-
ing shortcuts to power. He said
the party remains committed
to standing with the people re-
gardless of electoral outcomes.
He further stated that citizens
will once again support the
Congress to safeguard demo-
cratic values. Referring to Tel-
angana, he expressed confi-
dence that the BJP would not
gain ground in the state, add-
ing that people would not trust
those who had earlier made
critical remarks about Telan-
gana’s formation.

Dayakar Credits Revanth
Recldy for UDF Success

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

TPCC General Secretary
ChanaganiDayakar attributed
the Congress-led UDF alli-
ance’s victory in Kerala to the
influence of Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy. He
stated that Revanth Reddy’s
leadership and governance
model in Telangana played a
significant role in shaping pub-
lic opinion in Kerala.

According to Dayakar, the
welfare initiatives being imple-
mented in Telangana drew the
attention of Kerala voters, who
were impressed by their scale
and impact. He alleged that the
Kerala government under
PinarayiVijayan had failed to
focus adequately on develop-
ment and welfare, which con-
tributed to public
dissatisfaction.

BRSV Prot

He further claimed that Re-
vanth Reddy highlighted what
he described as a hidden un-
derstanding between the Kera-
la leadership and Narendra
Modi, influencing voters’ per-
ceptions during the campaign.
Dayakar expressed confidence
that Congress would achieve a
strong mandate in Telangana
in the future, predicting a re-
turn to power with a signifi-
cant majority. He emphasized
that the state’s welfare pro-
grams are among the most
comprehensive in the country
and have set a benchmark for
governance.He added that Re-
vanth Reddy’s campaign
speeches resonated with the
people of Kerala, who wel-
comed his governance ap-
proach and supported the UDF
with the expectation of similar
welfare-driven policies.

Over G.0.7, Seeks Fee
Reimbursement Release

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Tension prevailed near the
Secretariat as activists of the
BRSV staged a protest demand-
ing the immediate withdrawal
of G.0. No. 7and the release of
pending fee reimbursement
dues. The demonstration, led
by BRSV State Vice President
ThungaBalu, highlighted
growing concerns among stu-
dents over the impact of the
government order.

Addressing the gathering,
ThungaBalu strongly criti-
cized the Congress govern-
ment, alleging that G.O. No. 7
could adversely affect nearly 14
lakh students across Telanga-
na. He claimed the decision
threatens the continuation of
key support systems like fee re-
imbursement, which are cru-
cial for students from economi-
cally weaker sections.

He argued that the policy
would disproportionately im-
pact students belonging to BC,

SC, ST, and minority communi-
ties, potentially disrupting
their access to higher educa-
tion. Referring to concerns
raised earlier by K. T. Rama
Rao, he said the government
must avoid politicizing issues
related to students’ futures.

ThungaBalu expressed dis-
appointment that instead of
strengthening the education
sector, the administration was
allegedly introducing meas-
ures that weaken it. He accused
the government of sidelining
welfare initiatives that previ-
ously benefited students and
warned that such steps could
force many to discontinue
their studies.

The BRSV leader demanded
that G.O. No. 7 be revoked with-
out delay and that the govern-
ment issue an apology to stu-
dents. He also cautioned that if
the concerns of the student
community are ignored, pro-
tests could intensify in the
coming days.

POLITICS

BJP Conducts Blhoomi Puja

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

A Bhoomi Puja ceremony
was held on Monday at Parade
Grounds, Secunderabad, mark-
ing preparations for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s pub-
lic meeting scheduled on May
10. The event was led by BJP
Telangana State President N.
Ramchander Rao, with the par-
ticipation of RajyaSabha MP
K. Laxman, MPs EatalaRa-
jender and Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy, along with State In-
charge AbhayPatil and other
senior leaders.

Speaking to the media, Ram-
chander Rao said the ground-
work for the Prime Minister’s
assembly has begun with the
successful completion of the
ritual ceremony. He expressed
confidence that the event
would witness a massive turn-
out, estimating participation
of over two lakh party workers
and supporters. Party leaders,
he said, are actively touring
districts to mobilize crowds,
and a strong sense of excite-
ment is visible among cadres
and the public.

He noted that this would be
the Prime Minister’s first visit

Ahead of PM Mod
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to Telangana after beginning
his third term, making the oc-
casion particularly significant.
During the visit, Modi is ex-
pected to dedicate several de-
velopment projects undertak-
en by the Central Government
to the people of the state.
Describing the visit as an im-
portant moment for Telanga-
na, Ramchander Rao appealed
to citizens to extend a warm
welcome to the Prime Minister
and participate in large num-
bers to make the assembly a
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success.
Highlighting the BJP’s gov-
ernance model, he said people
across the country are witness-
ing changes driven by develop-
ment-oriented policies and
leadership. He added that such
governance is influencing pub-
lic opinion and fostering expec-
tations of political change in
Telangana. According to him,
growing support for the BJP
reflects people’s aspirations for
development and transparent
administration in the state.

Revanth Reddy Congratulates

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy extended his
congratulations to the Con-
gress-led UDF alliance in Ker-
ala following its electoral vic-
tory. Taking to social media
platform X, he praised the par-
ty’s leadership for guiding the
alliance to success and ac-
knowledged the efforts of key
leaders, including Rahul Gan-
dhi, MallikarjunKharge, Pri-
yanka Gandhi, K. C. Venugo-
pal, and DeepaDasmunshi.

Revanth Reddy also ex-
pressed gratitude to the people
of Kerala and UDF supporters
for the warm reception he re-
ceived during his campaign in
the state. He said their support
and affection would always re-
main memorable, and he con-
veyed thanks on behalf of the
people of Telangana.Drawing
parallels between Telangana
and Kerala, the Chief Minister
described both states as pro-
gressive regions with strong

UDF on erIaVictor

democratic values and a shared
commitment to development.
He remarked that the people of
both states had experienced a
decade of dissatisfaction un-
der previous administrations.
Referring to political develop-
ments, he noted that Kerala
was earlier governed by the
Left Democratic Front, while
Telangana was under BRS rule
for ten years. With both states
now under Congress leader-
ship, he expressed optimism

’

L M
]

W

about a new phase focused on
welfare, growth, and inclusive
governance.Revanth Reddy
voiced confidence that the
change in leadership would
pave the way for improved de-
velopment initiatives and
strengthen democratic govern-
ance. He emphasized that the
Congress party remains com-
mitted to fulfilling public ex-
pectations and steering both
states toward a more promis-
ing future.

Sridhar Babu Hails Kerala Verdict,
Reaffirms Congress Vision

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

State IT and Industries Min-
ister Duddilla Sridhar Babu on
Monday shared his views on
the election outcomes in five
states, stating that the results
send a strong signal about the
direction of national politics.

He noted that the Congress
party, whether in government
or in opposition, has consist-
ently upheld constitutional
principles. Referring to Kerala,
he said the victory of the Con-
gress-led UDF alliance reflects
public support for democratic
ideals and inclusive govern-
ance. According to him, the
outcome highlights the peo-
ple’s preference for progress,

unity, and secularism over di-
visive narratives.

The minister described the
Kerala verdict as a clear en-
dorsement of harmony and
development-driven politics.
He said voters in the state have
demonstrated that construc-
tive governance and social co-
hesion matter more than po-
larization, setting an example
for the rest of the country.

Sridhar Babu also praised
party workers for their dedica-
tion and relentless efforts dur-
ing the elections, both in Kera-
la and other states. He
expressed gratitude to voters
for placing their confidence in
the Congress party’s leader-
ship and vision.

Reiterating the party’s core

Path, inspired by
our unwarering commitment to Society, as | shall strive
- make & meaningful imssct in the Hves of sur prople.”

philosophy, he said Congress
remains committed to uniting
people and working for public
welfare. He emphasized that
the leadership of Rahul Gan-
dhi, guided by the ideals of
love and social justice, contin-
ues to shape the party’s path
forward.

Looking ahead, he expressed
confidence that under Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy, the
Congress will secure another
term in Telangana and imple-
ment all electoral promises in
a phased manner. He further
predicted a strong perfor-
mance by the Congress-led alli-
ance in the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, with aspirations to
form the government at the
Centre.
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Dr. K.Laxman Highlights Enthu-
siasm Ahead of PM Modi’s Visit

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Rajya Sabha Member K. Lax-
man addressed the media fol-
lowing the BhoomiPujan for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s public meeting sched-
uled on May 10 at Parade
Grounds, Secunderabad. He
described the visit as signifi-
cant, noting it will be the
Prime Minister’s first trip to
Telangana after beginning his
third term, generating consid-
erable excitement among the
public.Dr.Laxman stated that
the Prime Minister’s govern-
ance model is centered on de-
velopment, welfare, and trans-
parency. He said recent
election outcomes across
states reflect growing public
confidence in the BJP and the
NDA, with voters supporting
their agenda at various levels
of governance.Commenting
on the results, he observed that
anti-incumbency sentiment
was visible in several states,
where people rejected govern-
ments over issues such as cor-
ruption and dynastic politics.
In contrast, he noted that As-

sam witnessed continued sup-
port for the BJP, which he at-
tributed to satisfaction with its
administration.He further re-
marked that people across the
country are increasingly rec-
ognizing development-orient-
ed governance, adding that
Telangana residents are also
evaluating political alterna-
tives. According to him, there
is rising dissatisfaction with
both the BRS and Congress,
with sections of the public ex-
pressing concerns over gov-
ernance and resource utiliza-
tion.Dr. Laxman emphasized
that the Central Government
has extended substantial sup-
port for Telangana’s develop-
ment and reiterated that the
BJP remains committed to
transparent and corruption-
free governance.He also criti-
cized opposition parties for
questioning electoral out-
comes, stating that democratic
verdicts must be respected.
Concluding, he expressed con-
fidence that the BJP will gain
stronger support in Telangana
in the future, aligning with the
aspirations of its people.

Leaders Discuss Strategy
and Party Growth

Adilabad District | May 04 |
TPN Bureau

Sri RathodBapurao, former
MLA from Boath, met Kavith-
akka, President of the Telan-
gana Rakshana Sena Party, at
her residence in Nandini Na-
gar, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad,
as part of a courtesy visit.

The interaction reportedly
focused on shaping the party’s
future direction, strengthen-
ing its organizational struc-
ture, and planning upcoming
political initiatives. Both lead-
ers are said to have shared
their perspectives on expand-

ing the party’s presence across
the state and enhancing public
engagement through various
outreach efforts.The meeting
was attended by several party
leaders and activists, who con-
tributed to the discussions. Ac-
cording to party sources, the
gathering was held in a con-
structive and positive environ-
ment. Key announcements re-
garding future programs and
strategies are expected to be
made in the coming days, sign-
aling the party’s intent to boost
its activities and connect more
effectively with the people.

Chamala Kiran Reddy Praises
Revanth Reddy’s Role

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Bhuvanagiri MP Chamala
Kiran Kumar Reddy lauded the
Congress party’s performance
in the Kerala Assembly elec-
tions, attributing a key role in
the campaign to Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.

He stated that Revanth Red-
dy significantly influenced the
election outcome through an
aggressive and people-centric
campaign. According to him,
the Chief Minister effectively
highlighted the welfare
schemes being implemented in
Telangana, which resonated
with voters in Kerala.

Chamala Kiran Reddy noted
that through public meetings
and corner campaigns, Re-
vanth Reddy conveyed strong
political messaging and posi-
tioned the Congress narrative
effectively during the election.
He added that the campaign
strategy helped shape public
perception against the ruling
front in Kerala.

He further remarked that Re-
vanth Reddy also released the
UDF election manifesto and
played the role of a star cam-
paigner, asserting that the in-
cumbent government’s tenure
in Kerala had reached its con-
clusion. He said no other lead-
er campaigned with the same
intensity and impact.

Referring to past elections,
he said Revanth Reddy had ear-
lier led a decisive campaign in
Telangana as PCC president,
which resulted in the Congress
coming to power in the state.
He expressed confidence that
the Chief Minister will contin-
ue to play a major role in
strengthening the party at the
national level.

He added that Revanth Red-
dy’s influence would be impor-
tant in upcoming elections in
states such as Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, and Punjab. Chamala
Kiran Reddy also emphasized
the need for strong leadership
development in all states to ex-
pand the party’s reach.

BJP Hails Mandate in 5 States,
Kishan Reddy Slams Opposition

continued

Kishan Reddy alleged that
the past 15 years of TMC gov-
ernance led to administrative
decline in the state, claiming
that West Bengal’s industrial
strength was weakened and
law-and-order conditions dete-
riorated. He accused the state
leadership of encouraging il-
legal activities in coal mining
regions and causing financial
losses to the state through cor-
ruption.He further stated that
industrial growth was neglect-
ed, leading to unemployment
and migration of youth. He
claimed that Central govern-
ment schemes were obstruct-
ed and misused in the state
due to political interference.

The Minister also alleged
that illegal infiltration issues
were ignored, saying that mi-
grant-related tensions were al-
lowed to grow. He said the
BJP’s victory in coal belt re-
gions reflects public anger
against such governance.He

added that the formation of a
“double-engine government”
in Bengal would bring devel-
opment and stability. Accord-
ing to him, people across the
country are increasingly sup-
porting BJP-led governance
models.Referring to national
trends, he said the Congress
party is weakening under the
leadership of Rahul Gandhi
and is losing relevance in
many states. He added that the
demand for BJP governance is
rising even in South India, in-
cluding Telangana.He said
Prime Minister Modi’s upcom-
ing visit to Telangana on the
10th of this month will mark
the launch of key develop-
ment projects. He expressed
confidence that the election
results will positively influ-
ence political developments in
Telangana as well.Kishan Red-
dy concluded by thanking vot-
ers and party workers for their
support, saying the mandate
reflects people’s faith in devel-
opment-oriented governance.




POIT

m HYDERABAD, TUESDAY, MAY, 05.05.2026

BJP Leaders Meet
New Telangana DGP

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana BJP President N.
Ramchander Rao paid a cour-
tesy visit to C. V. Anand, who
recently assumed charge as the
Director General of Police for
Telangana, and conveyed his
best wishes.

He was accompanied by
BJLP leader EletiMaheswar
Reddy, along with MPs Eatala-
Rajender and Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy. The leaders extend-
ed their greetings and wished
the new DGP success in main-
taining law and order in the
state.

Head Constable
Missing After Duty

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

A head constable serving as
a gunman to a senior police of-
ficer in the city has been re-
ported missing since Saturday
evening. According to police,
he was last seen around 4 pm
after signing off from duty but
did not return home.

Officials said the constable
left behind his two-wheeler,
house keys, and lunch box at
the workplace, raising con-
cerns about his sudden disap-
pearance. Following a com-
plaint filed by his wife, the
police launched a search opera-
tion and began examining
CCTYV footage for clues. Visu-
als reportedly show him near
Hussainsagar lake and later in
the vicinity of the HYDRAA of-
fice along the lake shore.

Preliminary inquiries sug-
gest that the constable may

have been under significant
emotional stress. Sources indi-
cated that he had recently been
reprimanded by a senior offic-
er in front of colleagues, which
may have affected him deeply.
It is also alleged that he faced
pressure to share personal de-
tails of a woman complainant
associated with a women'’s
safety unit, which he report-
edly refused.

The constable is said to have
submitted a written complaint
to an officer of ACP rank re-
garding the incident. However,
no immediate action was tak-
en, which may have further
distressed him, sources
added.

Police teams are continuing
efforts to trace his wherea-
bouts, and investigations are
ongoing to determine the cir-
cumstances surrounding his
disappearance.
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Telugu Vote Bank Shapes
Tamil Nadu Politics

continued

f ielded Telugu-origin candi-
dates to consolidate this vote
bank, especially in closely con-
tested constituencies.

Against this backdrop,
TVK’s rise signals a fresh po-
litical recalibration. Its out-
reach, as reflected in campaign
material, directly appeals to
Telugu voters while emphasis-
ing inclusivity and representa-
tion. Observers believe the
party is consciously fielding
candidates from Telugu-speak-
ing backgrounds in targeted
regions to strengthen its base.

According to sources, TVK
has fielded candidates in con-
stituencies with notable Telu-
gu presence. P. Revanth Saran
is contesting from Maduravoy-
al, M.L. Vijay Prabhu from
Madhavaram, S.R. Sambangi
from Veppanahalli, M. Ambar-
ish from Hosur, and G. Suresh
from Thalli. Notably, major
Dravidian parties have also
recognised this voter base,
with AIADMK allotting seats
to 11 Telugu-origin candidates
and DMK to 13 candidates.
These constituencies, particu-
larly in northern and western
Tamil Nadu, have mixed lin-
guistic demographics, where
Telugu voters can influence
outcomes.

Another key dimension is
cultural assimilation. Over
time, many Telugu-origin fami-
lies have adopted Tamil as

their primary language while
retaining their cultural iden-
tity. This dual identity makes
them a unique and influential
voter group, often shaping elec-
toral outcomes without being
distinctly categorised.

With over 5.67 crore voters in
Tamil Nadu and a significant
Telugu-speaking segment
among them, the ongoing elec-
tions underline the importance
of linguistic dynamics in poli-
tics. TVK’s initial performance
suggests that tapping into this
voter base may have provided
it with a strategic advantage.

As counting progresses, at-
tention remains on whether
this consolidation of Telugu
voters will translate into a de-
cisive mandate for TVK, poten-
tially reshaping the state’s po-
litical landscape.

Speaking to True Point, S.
Rama Krishna, Founder of the
Sri Krishna Devaraya Employ-
ees Association, said, “We
firmly believe that the Telugu-
speaking community has long
been a silent yet decisive force
in Tamil Nadu’s socio-political
landscape. With growing
awareness and unity, their
voice is becoming more visible
and influential. It is essential
that every political platform,
including emerging forces, en-
sures fair representation and
respect for Telugu identity
while upholding harmony and
inclusiveness.”

HYDERABAD

Strong Public Response to

Prajavani Grievance

-

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

The weekly ‘Prajavani’
grievance redressal initiative
witnessed active participation
from citizens at the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) headquarters
on Monday. People from differ-
ent parts of the city attended
the program to present their
concerns directly to civic au-
thorities and submit formal
petitions.

Senior officials, including
the Additional Commissioners
(Administration and Health),
Chief City Planner, Chief En-
gineer, Land Acquisition Offic-
ers, Director (Urban Biodiver-
sity), CMO&H, Chief
Veterinary Officer, Joint Com-
missioner (Admin), and Addi-
tional Chief City Planner, were
present to hear public griev-
ances and review
submissions.

According to officials, a total
of 55 complaints were regis-
tered during the session. A
zone-wise analysis revealed

that Shamshabad recorded 2
complaints, Rajendranagar 6,
Charminar 3, Golconda none,
Khairatabad 2, and Secun-
derabad 6. The majority 36
complaints were submitted di-
rectly at the head office.
Authorities stated that all pe-
titions would be carefully re-
viewed and forwarded to the
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concerned departments for
necessary action. They as-
sured citizens that efforts
would be made to address the
issues promptly and efficiently.
The Prajavani program contin-
ues to serve as an important
platform for residents to voice
their concerns and seek timely
resolution from civic bodies.

Cyberabad Police Transfers
65 SHOs in Major Reshuffle

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

In a significant administra-
tive move, Cyberabad Police
Commissioner M. Ramesh or-
dered the transfer of 65 Station
House Officer (SHO)-rank offi-
cials as part of a restructuring
exercise aimed at improving
field-level policing. Several of-
ficers have been directed to re-
port to Multi Zone-2 as part of
the reshuffle.According to of-
ficials, the transfers are in-
tended to strengthen law and
order, enhance transparency,

and boost operational efficien-
cy across police stations. The
move is also seen as the begin-
ning of wider changes likely to
be implemented across the
state police system.

Among those transferred to
Multi Zone-2 are officers from
key police stations, including
Chandanagar, RC Puram,
Ameenpur, IDA Bolaram, Kol-
lur, Raidurgam, Cyber Crimes,
Medchal, Pet Basheerabad, and
Jeedimetla, along with a traffic
official from Medchal.

Sources indicated that sev-
eral officers had been serving

in the same postings for ex-
tended periods, prompting the
department to initiate trans-
fers for administrative balance
and better governance. Regu-
lar rotation of personnel is
also expected to bring fresh
perspectives to policing and
improve service delivery.

Officials added that similar
reshuffles are likely to be car-
ried out in other commission-
erates within the city in the
near future as part of ongoing
efforts to streamline opera-
tions and maintain effective
law enforcement.

Commissioner Srijana sets
Deadline for cleanliness

Quthbullapur, May
04 | TPN Bureau

Municipal Corporation Com-
missioner Srijana conducted a
surprise inspection of Kom-
pally Circle-56 to assess civic
issues and sanitation condi-
tions. During her visit on Mon-
day, she focused on key public
concerns and reviewed the
overall situation in the area.

Aspart of the inspection, the
Commissioner held a detailed
interaction with representa-
tives of various Resident Wel-
fare Associations (RWAs), in-
cluding presidents and
vice-presidents. Residents
highlighted problems faced in
their colonies, and she directed
officials to take immediate cor-
rective measures to address
them without delay.

She later inspected the Du-
lapally dumping yard, where
she expressed dissatisfaction
over accumulated garbage. The
Commissioner instructed the
Deputy Executive Engineer to
ensure complete clearance of
waste within one week. She is-

sued a strict warning that any
negligence in maintaining san-
itation or protecting public
health would not be tolerated.
Emphasizing the importance
of cleanliness, Srijana directed
all departments to work in co-
ordination and adopt a time-
bound approach to resolve civ-
ic issues. She stressed that
improving sanitation stand-

ards and ensuring a clean envi-
ronment should be treated as a
top priority. The inspection was
attended by officials including
Kompally Circle Deputy Com-
missioner D. Lavanya, Deputy
EE (SWM) M. Tirupati, Deputy
EE (Maintenance) D. ViratRaj-
kumar, ACP G. Vani, AEE Kru-
pa, along with local residents
and municipal staff

Work-Site School Launched
for Migrant Children

Hyderabad, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

A dedicated Work-Site
School for children of migrant
labourers was inaugurated in
Hyderabad on Monday at the
RajapushpaLabour Camp in
Narsingi. The initiative was
jointly launched by the Telan-
gana Education Department,
the Municipal Administration,
and Rajapushpa Properties.
Cyberabad Police Commission-
er M. Ramesh and Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation Com-
missioner G. Srijana formally
opened the facility.

The programme aims to cre-
ate a safe and encouraging

learning space for children of
migrant workers who have
moved to the city in search of
employment. By ensuring ac-
cess to education at their work-
place, the initiative seeks to
improve learning opportuni-
ties and support a better future
for these children.Addressing
the gathering, Ramesh high-
lighted the significant contri-
bution of migrant labourers to
the state’s development and
stressed the need to safeguard
their families’ welfare. He
urged all concerned depart-
ments to take collective respon-
sibility for educating children
residing in more than 100 la-
bour camps across Cyberabad.

He also suggested that instruc-
tion in the children’s native
languages would enhance their
understanding and engage-
ment.Srijana commended the
police for introducing the ini-
tiative and expressed optimism
that it would grow into a sus-
tained model rather than a
temporary effort. She assured
that the municipal corporation
would provide caretakers and
ensure the safety of the chil-
dren.Rajapushpa Founder
Pushpalila stated that 58 chil-
dren from states such as
Jharkhand, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, and Assam are cur-
rently benefiting from the
facility.
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Woman, Son Held
for Murder

Hyderabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

A woman and her 19-year-
old son were taken into cus-
tody for allegedly murdering
a man in Ambedkar Nagar,
Chintal, under the limits of
Jeedimetla police station. The
victim, identified as Siva Red-
dy (40), was a native of An-
namayya district in Andhra
Pradesh and had reportedly
been in a live-in relationship
with the woman for nearly a
decade.According to police,
tensions had escalated in re-

cent months, with the man al-
legedly harassing both the
woman and her son. On Sun-
day night, the duo is suspect-
ed to have attacked him with a
sharp weapon, resulting in his
death.After the incident, they
allegedly attempted to conceal
the crime by placing the body
in a gunny bag and moving it.
Acting on a tip-off, police
reached the spot, recovered
the body, and detained the
suspects.A case has been reg-
istered, and further investiga-
tion is underway.

CCTV Awareness Drive

Mallapur, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

Nacharam police conducted
an awareness programme on
the importance of CCTV cam-
eras in Brahmapur Colony un-
der the Uppal constituency. De-
tective Inspector Mansingh
and Sub-Inspector Maibelly
participated in the initiative
and interacted with local
residents.

During the meeting, police
officials encouraged house-
holds to install CCTV cameras
to improve personal and com-
munity safety. They explained
that surveillance systems play
akeyrole in preventing crimes,
tracking suspicious move-

Bureau

The Prajavani grievance pro-
gram at the HMWS&SB office
in IDPL on Monday came un-
der sharp criticism after resi-
dents alleged poor arrange-
ments and official apathy.
Citizens who arrived to submit
their complaints were disap-
pointed as most officials were
absent, leaving them unable to
present their issues.

Adding to the frustration,
there was no proper signage or
flex banner at the venue, creat-
ing confusion about the pro-
gram. The only staff member
present was reportedly inat-

OUJAC Lade;areets

ments, and assisting police in
investigations.

The officers highlighted that
the presence of cameras acts
as a deterrent to offenders and
helps in quick identification of
culprits in case of any unto-
ward incidents. They also
stressed that increased surveil-
lance can significantly en-
hance the overall security of
residential areas.

Residents actively took part
in the programme and ex-
pressed interest in adopting
safety measures. Police person-
nel assured continued support
and cooperation in strengthen-
ing security across the
locality.

Prajavani Session

Draws Public Anger .

tendees who exp:
sive platform.

Locals questioned the pur-
pose of conducting Prajavani
if authorities failed to engage
with the public. Many ex-
pressed concern that such neg-
ligence could undermine trust
in the initiative, which is
meant to address citizen griev-
ances effectively.

When approached, the Gen-
eral Manager assured that ap-
propriate action would be tak-
en. Residents have urged
officials to ensure better coor-
dination and seriousness in

d arespon-

conducting future sessions.

New Telangana DGP

Hyderabad, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

OU JAC Chairman
KothapalliTirupati met the
newly appointed Telangana
Director General of Police,
C.V. Anand, during a courtesy
visit in Hyderabad. He con-
gratulated the DGP on assum-
ing office and presented him
with a floral bouquet, convey-
ing his best wishes.During
the interaction, Tirupati ex-
pressed confidence that the
police department would
function effectively under
Anand’s leadership and fur-
ther strengthen law and order
in the state. He highlighted

the importance of police sup-
port in addressing issues
faced by students and main-
taining a peaceful environ-
ment on educational campus-
es.Tirupati noted that a
responsive and efficient po-
lice system plays a vital role
in ensuring public safety and
harmony. He hoped that the
department would continue
to improve its services for the
benefit of citizens.Several
JAC members, including
Barigela Raju, Mothe
Praveen, Kishore, Sridhar,
Charan, Rajender, Ramu, and
Arun, were present during
the meeting.
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Jewellery Showroom RobberyGase

Karimnagar, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar visited a private hospital
in Karimnagar to meet the vic-
tims injured in the recent PMJ
jewellery showroom robbery
incident. He was accompanied
by Mayor K. Srinivas and Dep-
uty Mayor Y. Sunil Rao during
the visit.The Minister inter-
acted with the injured persons
and inquired about their
health condition and ongoing
medical treatment. Doctors at
the hospital briefed him that

all the injured were currently
stable and out of danger, and
were responding well to treat-
ment.Bandi Sanjay Kumar ex-
pressed concern over the inci-
dent and assured the victims’
families of necessary support.
He also reviewed the circum-
stances surrounding the rob-
bery and directed officials to
ensure strict action against
those responsible.Hospital au-
thorities confirmed that con-
tinuous medical care is being
provided to the injured and
their condition is being closely
monitored.

Govt Assures Aid to
Lightning Victim’s Family

Warangal, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Government Whip and Dor-
nakal MLA J. Ramchander-
Naik on Monday assured full
support from the state govern-
ment to the family of Neelam-
Venkanna, a differently-abled
agricultural labourer who lost
his life after being struck by
lightning at the Sudhanapally
IKP procurement centre in Ma-
habubabad district.The MLA
visited the Mahabubabad Dis-
trict Hospital, paid his respects
to the deceased, and extended
condolences to the bereaved
family. Venkanna is survived
by his wife and two daughters.
RamchanderNaik stated that
compensation and other forms
of assistance would be pro-
cessed on priority to provide
immediate financial relief.

He emphasized that the wel-
fare of farmers and agricultur-
al workers remains a key focus
for the government. In view of

the recent unseasonal rains, he
assured that steps would be
taken to minimize the impact
of such natural calamities on
rural livelihoods.

Following his hospital visit,
the MLA inspected a procure-
ment centre at Kuravimandal
headquarters. During interac-
tions with farmers and offi-
cials, he directed authorities to
improve arrangements and en-
sure smooth functioning of
procurement operations. He
stressed that recent rains
should not disrupt the process
and that farmers must not face
difficulties in selling their pro-
duce.RamchanderNaik also
criticized the opposition BRS,
alleging that it was politicizing
natural disasters. He reiterat-
ed that the government is com-
mitted to safeguarding farm-
ers’ interests and ensuring
uninterrupted support during
the ongoing agricultural
season.

Manhunt Intensi-

fies After Armed pe Bust Fake

Jewellery Robbery

Karimnagar, May 4 |
TPN Bureau

Police have launched
an extensive manhunt
to trace an armed gang
involved in a daring
robbery at a jewellery
showroom in Jyothi Na-
gar, Karimnagar, on
Sunday. Senior officials,
including Inspector
General S. Chan-
drasekhar Reddy,
reached the town soon
after the incident to
oversee the investiga-
tion and coordinate ef-
forts to capture the ac-
cused, who reportedly
fired shots during the
crime.Preliminary in-
vestigation suggests the
involvement of an or-
ganized inter-state
gang, believed to be
linked to the notorious
“Parli Gang” from Ma-
harashtra. Officials
suspect the group is
well-trained, equipped
with sophisticated
weapons, and experi-
enced in executing
planned robberies with
swift escape strategies.

Forensic experts col-
lected fingerprints from
the scene, but initial
checks showed no
match with local crimi-
nal records. Authorities
are now cross-verifying
the data with national

databases to identify
the suspects. Investiga-
tors believe the gang
used a carefully de-
signed escape plan, pos-
sibly transporting mo-
torcycles in larger
vehicles such as con-
tainer trucks or buses
to evade detection.

Based on technical
surveillance, the sus-
pects are believed to
have fled via University
Road, moving past
Kothapally and towards
Mothe village through
routes with minimal
CCTYV coverage. Their
escape path may have
extended through inte-
rior areas towards dis-
trict borders, with a
possible exit towards
Maharashtra via Na-
tional Highway 63.

Police also identified
suspicious mobile num-
bers active during the
robbery that were
switched off immedi-
ately afterward. Investi-
gators are examining
links to a recent inci-
dent in KomaramB-
heem district, suspect-
ing the same gang’s
involvement. Authori-
ties remain hopeful of a
breakthrough through
coordinated intelli-
gence and field
operations.

REGIONAL

Flash Rains Cause Widespread Damage

Hyderabad, May 04 |
TPN Bureau

Unseasonal rains accompa-
nied by lightning and strong
winds caused extensive dam-
age across several districts of
Telangana on Sunday, severely
impacting agriculture and dai-
ly life. In a tragic incident, a
farmer identified as Neelam-
Venkanna (42) lost his life after
being struck by lightning while
working at an IKP procure-
ment centre in Sudanapalli vil-
lage of Mahabubabad district.
He sustained critical injuries
and died on the spot.

The sudden downpour dis-
rupted harvesting and post-
harvest activities, with large
quantities of paddy laid out on
roads for drying getting

soaked. Crops transported to
market yards were also dam-
aged despite farmers’ attempts
to protect them with tarpau-
lins. Mango orchards suffered
significant losses due to high-
speed winds, adding to the dis-
tress of cultivators.

In Mahabubabad town,
maize and paddy brought to
the agricultural market yard
were damaged by rainwater.
Similar scenes were reported
in Khammam district, where
maize stocks at procurement
centres in Nelakondapalli were
drenched. In areas including
Khammam city, Chintakani,
Wyra, Karepalli, and Ku-
sumanchi, paddy left out for
drying was spoiled due to the
sudden showers.

In Bhadradri-Kothagudem

district, maize bags stored at
the Illendu market yard were
submerged in stagnant rainwa-
ter, resulting in further losses.
Meanwhile, in Nalgonda dis-
trict, strong winds uprooted
trees and electricity poles, and
blew away tin sheets from
sheds, causing property
damage.

Mancherial district also
faced disruptions, particularly
in Kyatanpalli, where fallen
trees blocked roads and hin-
dered traffic movement for sev-
eral hours. Power supply was
interrupted in multiple areas
due to damaged infrastructure.
The unexpected weather has
left farmers counting losses
and raised concerns over crop
protection during the ongoing
season.

Police Summer CampLaunched

Adilabad, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

A month-long summer camp
aimed at nurturing discipline,
fitness, and skill development
among children was inaugu-
rated across Adilabad district
under the supervision of the
police. District SP Akhil Ma-
hajan formally launched the
initiative, which is being con-
ducted as part of the “Police
for You” outreach program.

The camp began simultane-
ously at five locations, AR
Headquarters, Ichoda, Indrav-
elli, Narnoor, and Boath, draw-
ing participation from nearly
550 students. Of these, 270 stu-
dents are attending at the AR
Headquarters, while others are
spread across the remaining
centers.AAddressing the gath-
ering after lighting the ceremo-
nial lamp, the SP highlighted
that consistent training in spe-
cific activities helps children
gain expertise and confidence,
enabling them to achieve suc-
cess in the future. He empha-
sized that such initiatives not
only promote physical and
mental well-being but also
strengthen the bond between
the police and the public.

The camp offers training in
a wide range of activities, in-

T —

cluding Kabaddi, Volleyball,
Cricket, Table Tennis, Archery,
Karate, Yoga, Basketball, and
Physical Education. The pro-
gram is designed to provide a
constructive and engaging en-
vironment for children during
the summer holidays, encour-
aging them to stay active and
reduce excessive screen time.
In addition to sports train-
ing, participants will also be
introduced to awareness ses-
sions on police functioning, in-
cluding visits to police sta-
tions, correctional facilities,
and demonstrations by canine
units. These activities aim to

g

O

give students a better under-
standing of law enforcement.

The SP expressed confidence
that the camp would positively
influence the participants and
appreciated parents for en-
couraging their children to
take part. He also interacted
with students at various activ-
ity sections and joined them in
sports like archery and volley-
ball, motivating them to active-
ly engage in all sessions.

Senior police officials and
trainers were present at the in-
auguration, ensuring smooth
conduct of the program across
all centers

-

Currency &

Black Money Fraud Gang

Warangal, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Warangal police arrested
eight individuals involved in
manufacturing counterfeit
currency and running a “black
money conversion” fraud
racket, officials said on Mon-
day. The accused allegedly
cheated victims by promising
to triple their money through
illegal currency exchange
schemes. The arrested per-
sons have been identified as
Saganti Kiran, Neerati Shiva,
NeeratiRanjit, Gudikandula
Ravi, PorikaRajkumar, Tana-
malaRajasekhar, Muduru-
kolaYakambaram, and Chenu-
Saikiran. Police have
registered cases against all the
accused and are continuing
further investigation into

their activities.

According to police, the
gang operated across multiple
districts, including Secun-
derabad, Mulugu, Kothagu-
dem, Chatrinaka, and Narsam-
pet. The group had two
separate operational methods.
Three of the accused were in-
volved in producing fake Rs
100 currency notes using lap-
tops, color printers, and print-
ing materials, which they cir-
culated in local markets.

The remaining five mem-
bers carried out a “1:3 money
exchange scam,” where they
convinced victims that black-
ened bundles of paper could be
converted into multiple times
higher-value currency using
chemical treatment. They re-
portedly used iodine and sodi-
um thiosulphate to manipulate

genuine Rs 500 notes to mis-
lead victims and gain their
trust before handing over bun-
dles of worthless paper.

During the operation, police
seized Rs 1.48 lakh in cash,
counterfeit notes, printing
equipment, 13 mobile phones,
and two cars. The total value
of seized property is estimated
at around Rs 28 lakh. VVThe
arrests were made through a
coordinated effort by the Wa-
rangal Task Force and Nar-
sampet police teams. Senior
officials praised the teams for
successfully dismantling the
racket and preventing further
fraud.Police have warned the
public to remain cautious of
such financial scams and not
fall prey to promises of unreal-
istic returns or currency con-
version schemes.

Record Assistant Suspended for Negligence

Karimnagar, May 4 | TPN
Bureau

Peddapalli District Collector
Koya Sri Harsha has suspend-
ed K. Chiranjeevi, a record as-
sistant working at the Kaman-
purmandaltahsildar office,
over allegations of negligence
and failure to perform duties.
As per official orders, the em-
ployee was reportedly absent
on multiple occasions without

prior information. He is also
said to have ignored official
calls and failed to respond to
memos issued by higher au-
thorities seeking clarification.
The Collector noted that such
conduct indicates a lack of re-
sponsibility expected from a
government employee.The sus-
pension has been enforced un-
der the Civil Services (Classifi-
cation, Control and Appeal)
Rules to facilitate a departmen-

tal inquiry into the matter. The
order has come into immediate
effect. During the inquiry peri-
od, the official has been in-
structed not to leave the head-
quarters without prior
approval.The Collector reiter-
ated that strict measures will
be taken against employees
who neglect their responsibili-
ties, emphasizing the need for
accountability and discipline
in public service.
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MP Sanctions Rs 34.4 Lakh for
Hand Pumps in Water-Scarce Areas

Nalgonda, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Khammam MP Ramasahay-
amRaghuram Reddy has sanc-
tioned Rs 34.4 lakh under MP-
LADS funds for the installation
of 43 hand pumps in Kham-
mam and BhadradriKothagu-
dem districts to tackle drink-
ing water shortages during the
summer.

Officials have been instruct-
ed to take up the works across
20 mandals in the erstwhile
Khammam district, prioritiz-
ing villages facing acute water
scarcity. Out of the total alloca-
tion, Rs 4.80 lakh has been ear-
marked for Enkurumandal,
where six hand pumps will be
installed. Other identified
mandals include Laksh-
midevipalli, Chunchupalli, Su-
jathanagar, Aswaraopeta,
Wyra, Bonakal, Madhira, An-
napureddypalli, Mulakalapal-
li, Dammapeta, Konijerla, Mu-
digonda, Tallada,
Nelakondapalli, Errupalem,
Kalluru, Kothagudem, and
Chandrugonda.

The Rural Water Supply de-

partment will execute the pro-
jects using the sanctioned
funds. The MP directed offi-
cials to expedite administra-
tive approvals and ensure time-
ly completion of all works.
Special emphasis has been
placed on agency areas and
SC/ST habitations to prevent
water shortages and ensure ac-
cess to safe drinking water dur-
ing the peak summer months.

BJP Cadres
Celebrate
Electoral Wins

Quthbullapur, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers in the Bowram-
pet division of Dundigal Circle
celebrated the party’s recent
electoral victories in West Ben-
gal, Assam, and Puducherry
with enthusiasm. The cadre
marked the occasion by distrib-
uting sweets and bursting fire-
crackers as part of the celebra-
tions.Party leaders stated that
the victories reflect growing
public support for the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and his development-
oriented governance model.
They highlighted that Central
Government initiatives focus-
ing on women’s empowerment,
youth skill development, and
welfare schemes for the poor
are reaching beneficiaries ef-
fectively across the country.

According to the leaders, the
BJP is steadily expanding its
presence nationwide, includ-

ing in regions where it previ-
ously had limited influence.
They described the recent re-
sults as a positive indication of
the party’s increasing accept-
ance among voters.

The leaders also reiterated
that the party’s governance
agenda is centered on develop-
ment and inclusive growth,
which they believe is contrib-
uting to its electoral success.

Several senior party mem-
bers participated in the cele-
brations, including Bowram-
pet Division President Pisari
Krishna Reddy, District Kisan-
Morcha President Gone Mal-
lareddy, and leaders Sarugari-
Sattireddy, D. Prabhakar
Reddy, Kammari Ramesh Cha-
ri, R. Ramesh, Ande Ashok,
KammariNagaraju, Y. Jan-
gareddy, NallaRajireddy, Kom-
muPrashanth, NallaJaipal
Reddy, Sonu, AtheeshBabu,
Narsing, Naveen, Pramod Ku-
mar, Ganesh, and others.

Migrant Worker’s
Body Brought
Home After Delay

Karimnagar, May 04 | TPN
Bureau

The mortal remains of a mi-
grant worker from Jagtial dis-
trict were finally repatriated
from Bahrain after a prolonged
delay, with the help of social
worker Shaik Chand Pasha.
The deceased, Mukkera Prasad
(40), hailed from Kondapur vil-
lage in Metpallymandal and
had been working in Bahrain
for the past 15 months.

According to available infor-
mation, Prasad suffered a
heart attack and passed away
on March 16. However, the pro-
cess of bringing his body back
to India was delayed for nearly
45 days. The delay was report-
edly caused after an unidenti-
fied individual falsely claimed
to be a relative of the deceased
and allegedly demanded Rs 10
lakh from the employer, lead-
ing to complications. As a re-

mortuary of Salmaniya Hospi-
tal during this period.

After being approached by
Prasad’s brother, Rajesh,
Chand Pasha intervened and
took up the matter. He coordi-
nated with the employer and
officials at the Indian Embassy
in Bahrain to resolve the issue.
Following discussions, the em-
ployer agreed to provide finan-
cial support of Rs 1.50 lakh to
the family, along with Rs 80,000
towards pending legal dues.

Further assistance from the
NRI Cell and the state govern-
ment’s protocol department
helped in arranging a free am-
bulance service upon the
body’s arrival in India. The
mortal remains were received
at the airport and later trans-
ported to Kondapur village,
where the final rites were per-
formed by family members.




POIT

m HYDERABAD, TUESDAY, MAY, 05.05.2026

For decades, Indian Rail-
ways was seen as a soot-cov-
ered legacy of the British Raj,
a vast but ageing system. To-
day, that narrative is chang-
ing. The Rail Trap is no long-
er about stagnation but a
complex balancing act be-
tween rapid modernisation
and financial sustainability.

Indian Railways is under-
going a major transforma-
tion, evolving into a digitally
driven, high-speed, and eco-
friendly lifeline. Yet, ques-
tions remain.

The Infrastructure
Renaissance

The shift from expansion to
evolution is visible in track
management.

Dedicated Freight Corri-
dors (DFCs): The Eastern and
Western DFCs have separated
cargo from passenger traffic.
This improves speed and lo-
gistics efficiency, reducing
transit time and boosting
competitiveness against road
transport. However, concerns
remain about high operating
costs and full-scale impact.

Track Upgrades: The focus
is now on strengthening
existing lines. Thousands of
kilometres have been
upgraded to support higher
speeds and heavier loads,
improving punctuality and

capacity.

Electrification and the
Green Horizon

India is moving toward be-
coming one of the world’s
largest green railway
networks.

Near-total Electrification:
Achieving about 99% electri-
fication of the broad-gauge
network reduces diesel de-
pendence, lowers emissions,
and streamlines operations.

Net-Zero by 2030: With solar
and wind integration, the aim
is to power the 68,000 km net-
work with renewable energy.
This is both an environmen-
tal and economic strategy to
reduce exposure to global fuel
price fluctuations.

The Vande Bharat
Revolution

The era of conventional
blue coaches is fading.

Vande Bharat Ecosystem:
These semi-high-speed, self-
propelled trains have rede-
fined travel. Variants like
Sleeper and Metro aim to ca-
ter to long-distance and short-
distance passengers with im-
proved speed, comfort, and
design.

Safety via Kavach: The
indigenous ‘Kavach’ system
acts as an automatic train
protection mechanism,
preventing collisions even in

r '/

Hindu Dharma stands as
one of the oldest and most pro-
found foundations of Indian
civilization, shaping not only
its spiritual outlook but also its
cultural identity. The idea of
“Unity in Diversity (Bhinnat-
vam lo Ekatvam)” is deeply
rooted in its principles and
centuries of evolving tradi-
tions. It is not merely a slogan
but a lived reality that contin-
ues to define the nation’s
strength and harmony.

Unlike a rigid religious
framework, Hindu Dharma
represents a way of life. It of-
fers a comprehensive guide to
human existence through the
concept of the four Purush-
arthas including Dharma
(righteousness), Artha
(wealth), Kama (desire), and
Moksha (liberation). These ide-
als ensure that life is balanced,
purposeful, and spiritually ful-
filling. At its core, Hindu Dhar-
ma emphasises self-realiza-
tion, ethical living, and
harmony with the world.

One of the most remarkable
aspects of Hindu thought is its
acceptance of diversity. The
Vedic statement “Ekam Sat Vi-
prah Bahudha Vadanti” con-
veys that truth is one, though
expressed in many ways. This
philosophy nurtures tolerance
and openness, allowing multi-
ple beliefs and traditions to co-
exist. Similarly, the Upanishad-
ic idea “Atmavat
Sarvabhuteshu” teaches indi-
viduals to see themselves in all
living beings, fostering com-
passion, empathy, and respect.

Indian culture, shaped by
these principles, goes beyond
rituals and festivals. It is re-

flected in everyday values such
as respect for elders, reverence
for teachers, and hospitality to-
wards guests. Concepts like
Matru Devo Bhava, Pitru Devo
Bhava, Acharya Devo Bhava,
and Atithi Devo Bhava high-
light the moral framework that
governs social relationships.
These values have helped sus-
tain a society rooted in mutual
respect and responsibility.

Historically, Hindu Dharma
has encouraged inclusivity
and reform. After the Kalinga
War, Emperor Ashoka em-
braced non-violence and pro-
moted welfare and tolerance
through his edicts. The Bhakti
Movement further strength-
ened social unity by bringing
spirituality closer to the com-
mon people. Saints like An-
namayya, Tyagaraja, and Ka-
bir emphasised devotion and
inner transformation over rit-
ualistic practices. Kabir’s
words remind us that true
change lies within the mind,
not in outward actions.

The global recognition of
Hindu Dharma was signifi-
cantly enhanced by Swami
Vivekananda, whose speech at
the Parliament of the World's
Religions 1893 highlighted In-
dia’s message of universal ac-
ceptance. His assertion that all
religions are true reflected the
expansive and inclusive nature
of Indian thought.

Festivals such as Sankranti,
Diwali, and Ugadi embody the
cultural richness of India
while strengthening social
bonds. Equally important is
the reverence for nature in
Hindu Dharma, where rivers,
mountains, and trees are con-

o
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the case of human error.

Station Redevelopment

Under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme, stations are
being reimagined as urban
hubs.

Modern Amenities:
Airport-like concourses,
digital systems, and upgrad-
ed infrastructure are
becoming standard.

Cultural Integration: De-
signs increasingly reflect lo-
cal heritage.

Social Impact: Initiatives
like One Station One
Product promote local

OPINION

Kendras provide affordable
medicines.

However, affordability is a
concern. As with airports,
rising costs at redeveloped
stations may affect regular
passengers.

The Economic Paradox

Despite visible transforma-
tion, financial sustainability
remains a challenge.

Indian Railways generates
over 2.5-3 lakh crore in rev-
enue, largely driven by
freight. However, the operat-
ing ratio remains high, with

Hindu Dharma and the
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sidered sacred. This ecological
awareness aligns with modern
environmental concerns and
underscores the timeless wis-
dom of Indian traditions, espe-
cially the concept of Pancha
Bhutas (the five elements).

The principle of ‘Vasudhai-
va Kutumbakam’ , drawn from
the Maha Upanishad and wide-
ly popularised by Narendra
Modi in recent times, means
‘the world is one family’ In an
era marked by conflict and di-
vision, this idea offers a path
toward global harmony and
peaceful coexistence.

However, these values must
not remain theoretical. They
need to be practiced, especially
in a time when social and ideo-
logical divides are widening.
For the younger generation,
balancing technological pro-
gress with cultural grounding
is essential. Educational insti-
tutions, families, and society
must work together to instill
these values.

Ultimately, Hindu Dharma
teaches that diversity is not a

weakness but a strength. The
essence of India lies in ‘Bhin-
natvam lo Ekatvam’—unity
that respects differences rath-
er than erasing them. By em-
bracing these ideals in every-
day life, India can continue to
shine as a beacon of peace, in-
clusivity, and cultural
richness.

(Article was published on
the occasion of Hindu Sam-
melanam to be held today in
Vijay Nagar Colony - 2, Kham-
mam, Telangana )
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Jayasri Muvva

Journalist and Poet
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95-98% of earnings spent on
operations, leaving little
surplus.

Cross-subsidisation, keep-
ing passenger fares low while
increasing freight charges,
has been a long-standing pol-
icy across governments. This
often pushes cargo towards
road transport, reducing rail
competitiveness.

India’s railway capacity
also lags behind demand due
to population pressure. This
raises the question of wheth-
er to introduce private play-
ers. However, the experience
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Indian Railways at a Crossroads

Modernisation surges, but affordability and passenger challenges persist

of budget airlines shows that
privatisation does not always
guarantee affordability or
better service.

Global Lessons

European models show
mixed outcomes. Private op-
erators such as Italo, Flix-
Train, and Ouigo have im-
proved competition and
service quality. In contrast,
the UK is moving back to-
ward state control after ear-
lier privatisation efforts.

These examples suggest
that while private participa-
tion can enhance efficiency;, it
must be carefully regulated.

The India Strategy

The government’s PM Gat-
iShakti initiative aims to re-
duce logistics costs from 14 %
to 8% of GDP through heavy
infrastructure investment—
over 2.5lakh crore annually.

The challenge is clear: con-
tinuous high capital expendi-
ture is required today to
achieve long-term efficiency
and financial sustainability.

Outlook

Indian Railways is no long-
er just a transport system; it
is the backbone of India’s
economy. With Al-based
maintenance, digital systems,
and public-private partner-
ships, it is moving toward a
more efficient future.

The long-term vision is a
faster, cleaner, and self-reli-
ant railway network built in
India.

Tailpiece

Despite these advance-
ments, core passenger issues
remain unresolved. Waiting
lists continue to run into
lakhs, causing stress and un-
certainty. The Tatkal scheme,
introduced in 1997 under then
Railway Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, was meant to ease last-
minute travel. Today;, it raises
concerns about affordability
and accessibility.

A major innovation is still
needed to address last-minute
travel challenges and im-
prove passenger satisfaction.

Ram Kamal

Journalist, columnist, and
social engineer

Curriculum Reform Must

Move from Paper to Practice
Bridging the gap between policy intent and

classroom implementation in higher education

In recent years, few policy
frameworks in Indian educa-
tion have generated as much
optimism as the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020. Its
emphasis on flexibility, inter-
disciplinarity, and institution-
al autonomy signalled a deci-
sive break from rigid, legacy
models of higher education.
Universities and colleges
across the country have re-
sponded with enthusiasm, re-
designing curricula, introduc-
ing new-age courses, and
aligning syllabi with emerging
domains.

Yet, beneath this visible mo-
mentum lies a less discussed
reality: much of this transfor-
mation remains confined to
documents, on websites, and
formal compliance. The cur-
riculum, though revised on pa-
per, has not fully migrated into
the intellectual and pedagogi-
cal consciousness of those re-
sponsible for delivering it.

This gap between design and
execution is not a marginal
concern, it is the central chal-
lenge of educational reform
today.

The contemporary world is
being reshaped by rapid ad-
vances in artificial intelli-
gence, digital infrastructure,
and frontier technologies.
Fields such as fintech, deep
tech, space technology, green
and blue energy, and medTech
are not future possibilities;
they are present realities rede-
fining industry expectations.
In this context, curriculum re-
form cannot be treated as a pe-
riodic administrative exercise.
It must become a continuous,
lived process embedded in
teaching, learning, and institu-
tional culture.

However, a significant pro-
portion of faculty members
find themselves navigating
this transition without ade-
quate preparation. Many are
expected to deliver content in
emerging domains without
sufficient exposure, training,
or research engagement in
those areas. The result is pre-
dictable: a curriculum that ap-
pears contemporary in struc-
ture but remains conventional
in delivery.

If curriculum reform is to be
meaningful, it must begin with
faculty transformation.

Upskilling cannot be episod-
ic or symbolic. It must be sys-
tematic, incentivised, and
aligned with global develop-

ments. Faculty must be sup-
ported to engage with industry,
participate in research collabo-
rations, and acquire certifica-
tions that reflect current tech-
nological standards. Without
this, even the most well-de-
signed syllabus risks becoming
an exercise in form rather than
substance.

Equally critical is the ques-
tion of infrastructure. Modern
curricula demand modern lab-
oratories not merely as physi-
cal spaces, but as ecosystems
of experimentation. Whether
it is data science, renewable en-
ergy systems, or biomedical in-
novation, students must en-
gage with tools and
technologies that mirror real-
world environments. The ab-
sence of such ecosystems cre-
ates a disconnect between
learning and application, un-
dermining the very purpose of
reform.

Another dimension that re-
quires urgent attention is stu-
dent exposure to professional
platforms and practices. In the
technology domain, for in-
stance, familiarity with collab-
orative and problem-solving
environments such as GitHub,
HackerRank, and LeetCode is
increasingly essential for em-
ployability. Similar ecosystems
exist across disciplines, from
financial modelling tools in
fintech to simulation environ-
ments in engineering and ana-
lytics platforms in healthcare.

Yet, these are often treated as
peripheral rather than inte-
gral to the curriculum.

The deeper issue, therefore,
is not one of policy design but
of academic ownership. Cur-
riculum reform cannot suc-
ceed if it is viewed as a compli-
ance requirement. It must be
internalised by academic lead-
ers and faculty as a shared in-
tellectual resg)nsibility.
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This calls for a shift in mind-
set from content delivery to ca-
pability building.

Universities must move be-
yond the assumption that cur-
riculum change automatically
leads to learning outcomes. In-
stead, they must invest in cre-
ating cultures of continuous
learning among faculty, en-
courage interdisciplinary dia-
logue, and establish partner-
ships that bring global
practices into local
classrooms.

Autonomy, as envisioned in
the NEP, is not merely the free-
dom to design courses; it is the
responsibility to ensure their
relevance and effectiveness.

The success of India’s higher
education system in the com-
ing decade will depend less on
how frequently curricula are
revised and more on how deep-
ly they are understood and im-
plemented. The true measure
of reform will not be the so-
phistication of documents, but
the readiness of graduates.

Ultimately, curriculum is
measured not by intent, but by
implementation

Dr. Yuvaraju Chinnam

Pro Vice-Chancellor
( Professor of CSE )
Malla Reddy Deemed to be
University, Hyderabad.
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Prashant Kishor Says Vijay’s Political Rise
Was Predictable, Calls It a‘Structured Surge’

Political strategist Prashant
Kishor has said that actor Vi-
jay’s impressive performance
in the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly elections was not a sur-
prise, but rather the result of a
carefully built and “struc-
tured” political rise.

Reacting to the Tamilaga-
VettriKazhagam (TVK) lead-
er’s strong debut, Kishor noted
that Vijay’s success was rooted
in groundwork laid over time
rather than a sudden wave. Ac-
cording to him, the actor’s
transition into politics fol-
lowed a clear strategy that
combined grassroots outreach
with his massive popularity as
a film star.Kishor explained
that Vijay had been engaging
with the public and building a
support base well before offi-
cially entering electoral poli-
tics. This long-term effort
helped create a solid founda-
tion, allowing his party to
quickly gain traction once it
formally contested elections.
The strategist also pointed out
that Tamil Nadu’s political en-
vironment was ready for dis-
ruption. With voters increas-

ingly looking for alternatives
beyond the traditional domi-
nance of DMK and AIADMK,
Vijay’s entry provided a fresh

MK Stalin Loses Kolathur Seat as Actor
Vijay’s TVK Scores Major Upset

In a stunning political upset,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin has lost the Kola-
thurassembly seat in the 2026
Assembly elections, marking a
dramatic shift in the state’s po-
litical landscape. The defeat
comes at the hands of Babu, a
candidate from actor Vijay’s
TamilagaVettriKazhagam
(TVK), signaling the party’s
rapid rise and growing influ-
ence.Kolathur had long been
considered a stronghold of Sta-
lin, making this loss particu-
larly significant. His defeat not
only reflects changing voter
sentiment but also highlights
the impact of Vijay’s entry into
politics, which appears to have
disrupted traditional party
dominance in thestate.Babu’s
victory is being seen as sym-
bolic of TVK’s broader success
in the elections. The party, con-
testing its first major electoral
battle, has managed to make
deep inroads across constitu-
encies, challenging established
players like the DMK and AI-
ADMK.Political analysts sug-
gest that a combination of anti-
incumbency, effective
campaigning, and Vijay’s mass
appeal contributed to this un-
expected result. TVK’s ability
to connect with younger voters

and position itself as an alter-
native to conventional politics
appears to have paid off.

For the DMK, Stalin’s loss is
a major setback, both politi-
cally and symbolically. As a
key leader and face of the par-
ty, his defeat raises questions
about the party’s strategy and
its ability to retain its tradi-
tional support base.

Meanwhile, celebrations
erupted among TVK support-
ers, who view the win as a
turning point. Vijay’s political
experiment has quickly trans-
formed into a formidable force,
with results indicating a sig-
nificant shift in voter
preferences.

The Kolathur result is likely
to have wider implications for
Tamil Nadu politics. It signals
a possible realignment of pow-
er and suggests that the state
may be entering a new political
phase with fresh contenders
challenging long-standing
dominance.

Overall, Stalin’s defeat and
TVK’s rise mark one of the
most talked-about develop-
ments of the 2026 elections, un-
derlining the unpredictability
of electoral politics and the
growing influence of new po-
litical entrants.

option that resonated with a
wide section of the electorate.

He emphasized that celebri-
ty status alone is not enough to
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guarantee political success.
What set Vijay apart, Kishor
suggested, was the combina-
tion of disciplined planning,

consistent messaging, and the
ability to connect with voters
on key issues.TVK’s strong
showing in its first major elec-
toral outing has been widely
seen as a turning point in Ta-
mil Nadu politics. The party’s
performance signals a shift in
voter preferences and opens
the door for new players to
challenge established political
forces.Kishor’s remarks also
highlight a broader trend in In-
dian politics, where non-tradi-
tional candidates—including
actors and public figures—are
increasingly making an im-
pact, provided they back their
popularity with credible or-
ganisation and strategy. Vijay’s
rise has sparked national at-
tention, with analysts and po-
litical observers closely study-
ing his model as a potential
blueprint for future entrants
into politics.Overall, Kishor’s
assessment frames Vijay’s suc-
cess not as a one-off phenome-
non, but as the outcome of sus-
tained eff ort and
planning—suggesting that the
actor’s political journey may
have only just begun.

SunetraPawar Calls BaramatiBypoll
Victory ‘Historic’, Credits AjitPawar

SunetraPawar has described
her win in the 2026 Baramati-
bypoll as “historic,” dedicating
the victory to senior NCP lead-
er AjitPawar and highlighting
the strong support of voters in
the constituency.

Speaking after the results
were declared, SunetraPawar
expressed gratitude to the peo-
ple of Baramati for placing
their trust in her. She said the
win was not just personal, but
areflection of the development
work and leadership associat-
ed with AjitPawar, who has
long been a dominant political
figure in the region.

Calling the result a “tribute”
to AjitPawar, she acknowl-
edged his influence and guid-
ance, noting that his connec-
tion with the constituency
played a crucial role in secur-
ing the mandate. Baramati,
considered a stronghold of the
Pawar family, once again dem-

onstrated its loyalty through
the bypoll outcome.

SunetraPawar emphasized
that the victory comes with re-
sponsibility. She assured con-
stituents that she would con-
tinue to focus on development,
welfare initiatives, and ad-
dressing local issues. Her re-
marks suggested a commit-
ment to maintaining the legacy
of governance that the constit-
uency has come to expect.

The bypoll had attracted sig-
nificant political attention, as
Baramati holds symbolic im-
portance in Maharashtra poli-
tics. The contest was closely
watched not just for its elector-
al outcome, but also for what it
indicated about shifting politi-
cal dynamics within the state.

Her victory is being seen as
a reaffirmation of the Pawar
family’s influence in the re-
gion, despite changing politi-
cal alignments and challenges

in Maharashtra’s political
landscape. It also strengthens
AjitPawar’s position within
the party and the state’s power
structure.

Political observers note that
the result could have wider im-
plications, particularly in
shaping future electoral strate-
gies and alliances. A strong
performance in a key constitu-
ency like Baramati often car-
ries weight beyond its geo-
graphic boundaries.

Supporters celebrated the
win as a continuation of estab-
lished leadership, while party
workers credited grassroots
mobilisation and local connect
as key factors behind the suc-
cess.Overall, SunetraPawar’s
“historic” victory in the Bara-
matibypoll underscores the en-
during political significance of
the constituency and reinforc-
es the Pawar family’s standing
in Maharashtra politics.

Thousands Join J&K Anti-Drug Padyatra as
Crackdown Sees 518 Peddlers Arrested

A massive public mobilisa-
tion against drug abuse was
witnessed in Jammu and Kash-
mir as thousands of people
joined Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha in an anti-drug
padyatra in Srinagar, high-
lighting growing concern over
the menace and strong admin-
istrative action.

The two-kilometre march,
held as part of the govern-
ment’s 100-day “NashaMukt
Jammu & Kashmir” campaign,
saw participation from stu-
dents, government employees,
officials, and citizens from
across the Kashmir Valley. Par-
ticipants carried placards and
raised slogans against drug
abuse, turning the event into a
powerful show of collective
resolve.

Addressing the gathering af-
ter the march, Sinha called for

a united effort to eliminate
drugs from society. He urged
people to work towards a fu-
ture where “no child is lost to
drugs” and no family suffers
due to addiction, stressing that
the fight requires community
involvement alongside govern-

ment action.

The padyatra comes amid an
aggressive crackdown on drug
trafficking in the Union Terri-
tory. In just 22 days, authorities
have registered hundreds of
cases and arrested 518 drug
peddlers, signaling a zero-tol-

erance approach toward the
narcotics trade.

Officials revealed that 481
FIRs were filed during this pe-
riod, while several properties
linked to drug money were also
targeted. Houses built using
proceeds from drug trafficking
have been demolished, and as-
sets worth crores have been
seized as part of the ongoing
campaign.

The administration has also
taken additional measures to
tighten enforcement, including
recommending the cancella-
tion of more than 300 driving
licences linked to those in-
volved in drug-related activi-
ties. These steps reflect a
broader strategy combining
awareness drives with strict le-
gal action.

The anti-drug campaign,
launched earlier in April, fo-

cuses on multiple fronts such
as public awareness, youth en-
gagement, rehabilitation, and
strong enforcement against
traffickers. Authorities have
described it as a “whole-of-gov-
ernment” approach aimed at
tackling the issue at its roots.

The large turnout for the
padyatra underscores rising
public awareness and concern
over drug abuse in the region.
It also highlights increasing
cooperation between citizens
and authorities in addressing
the issue.Overall, the initiative
represents both a social move-
ment and a law enforcement
drive. While the crackdown
has already yielded significant
results, officials emphasise
that sustained public partici-
pation will be key to achieving
the long-term goal of a drug-
free Jammu and Kashmir.
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Kerala CM Race Heats Up, KC

¥

Venugopal, VD Satheesan
Emerge as Top Contenders

As the results of the 2026
Kerala Assembly elections
take shape, the spotlight has
shifted to the race for the Chief
Minister’s post, with senior
Congress leaders KC Venugo-
pal and VD Satheesan emerg-
ing as the leading contenders.

With the Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF)
showing strong performance
in the , internal discus-
sions within the party have in-
tensified over who should take
up the top role. Both Venugopal
and Satheesan are seen as in-
fluential figures within the
party, each bringing distinct
strengths and political experi-
ence to the table.

KC Venugopal, currently
serving as the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) gen-
eral secretary, is known for his
close ties with the central lead-
ership. His organisational ex-
perience and national-level ex-
posure make him a strong
candidate, especially in terms
of coordination between the
state and central party
structures.

On the other hand, VD
Satheesan, who has been serv-
ing as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Kerala Assembly,
is credited with revitalising
the party’s presence in the
state. His aggressive stance
against the ruling Left Demo-
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cratic Front (LDF) and his con-
nect with grassroots workers
have strengthened his claim
for the top post.

The final decision is expect-
ed to be taken by the Congress
high command, which tradi-
tionally plays a key role in ap-
pointing chief ministers in
states where the party is in
power. Consultations with
elected MLAs and senior lead-
ers are likely to influence the
outcome.

The leadership choice is cru-
cial for the party, as it aims to
consolidate its position and de-
liver on electoral promises.
The next Chief Minister will
also have to navigate key is-
sues facing the state, including
economic challenges, welfare
schemes, and infrastructure
development.Meanwhile, par-
ty workers and supporters are
eagerly awaiting clarity, with
both camps actively lobbying
for their preferred candidate.
The decision is expected soon,
as the party looks to present a
united front after the election
results.Overall, the contest be-
tween Venugopal and Sathee-
san reflects the Congress par-
ty’s internal dynamics in
Kerala, setting the stage for an
important leadership decision
that could shape the state’s po-
litical direction in the coming

years.
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Operatlon Sindoor Showcases
India’s Technological Warfare
Strength, Says Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has described Operation
Sindoor as a defining example
of modern technological war-
fare, highlighting India’s grow-
ing military readiness and ad-
vanced combat capabilities.

Speaking at a defence event,
Singh said the operation dem-
onstrated how the Indian
Armed Forces are increasingly
relying on cutting-edge tech-
nology to execute precise and
effective missions. He empha-
sized that the use of advanced
systems, including missile
technology, surveillance plat-
forms, and artificial intelli-
gence, played a crucial role in
achieving the operation’s
objectives.

Calling it a “unique” mili-
tary operation, Singh noted
that Operation Sindoor show-
cased India’s ability to deliver
targeted strikes with high pre-
cision while avoiding unneces-
sary escalation. The mission,
launched in response to a ter-
ror attack, successfully target-
ed terrorist infrastructure
across the border, reinforcing
India’s zero-tolerance stance
on terrorism. A key highlight
of the operation was the inte-
gration of indigenous defence
technologies. Systems devel-
oped by the Defence Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) played a decisive
role, underlining India’s push
toward self-reliance in defence
manufacturing. Singh said
such capabilities have signifi-

cantly enhanced the country’s
operational preparedness and
strategic autonomy.

The Defence Minister also
pointed out that artificial intel-
ligence is becoming an integral
part of India’s military doc-
trine. From surveillance to tar-
geting and decision-making,
Al-enabled systems have im-
proved accuracy and efficiency,
allowing forces to respond
swiftly to evolving threats.

Beyond technology, Singh
stressed that Operation Sin-
door reflected India’s overall
readiness for modern warfare.
He revealed that the country
was fully prepared for a pro-
longed conflict if required,
with strong “surge capacity” to
scale up operations quickly
during crises.

He further added that the op-
eration sent a clear global mes-
sage about India’s defence ca-
pabilities and its willingness to
take decisive action when na-
tional security is at stake. The
combination of technological
strength, strategic planning,
and military precision has, ac-
cording to Singh, redefined In-
dia’s approach to warfare.

Overall, Operation Sindoor
is being seen as a turning point
in India’s defence strategy—
marking a shift toward tech-
nology-driven warfare and re-
inforcing the country’s
preparedness to handle com-
plex security challenges in an
increasingly volatile global
environment.
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US-Led Task Force Launches Project
Freedom to Reopen Strait of Hormuz

The United States has offi-
cially launched a major mari-
time operation in the Strait of
Hormuz, aiming to restore
shipping movement through
one of the world’s most criti-
cal oil routes amid ongoing
tensions with Iran.

The initiative, part of what
US President Donald Trump
has called “Project Freedom,”
involves a US-led task force
guiding stranded commercial
vessels through the strait. The
move comes after months of
disruption caused by conflict
in the region, which has left
thousands of ships stuck and
severely impacted global trade
and energy supplies. \To en-
sure safer navigation, authori-
ties have established an “en-
hanced security area” south
of the usual shipping lanes.
Ships have been advised to re-
route through Omani waters
and coordinate closely with lo-
cal authorities due to heavy
traffic and safety concerns.
One of the biggest risks in the
region remains naval mines.
Officials have warned that tra-
ditional routes through the
strait are highly dangerous, as
mines have not been fully

cleared or mapped. This has

forced shipping operators to
exercise extreme caution,
even as the US tries to restore
confidence in the route.

The operation marks a sig-

Canada Labels Khalistani
Extremists a National Security

Threat Amid Rising Conc

Canada has officially classi-
fied Khalistani extremists as a
national security threat, mark-
ing a significant shift in its
stance as concerns grow over
extremist activities within the
country.In its latest public safe-
ty report, the Canadian gov-
ernment highlighted that vio-
lent extremism linked to
Khalistani elements poses a
serious risk to national secu-
rity. The report noted that
while not all supporters of the
Khalistan movement are in-
volved in unlawful activities, a
small but concerning segment
has been associated with ex-
tremist ideologies and actions.
Authorities pointed out that
these elements have been in-
volved in activities such as pro-
moting violence, issuing
threats, and supporting radical
agendas. The designation aims
to help law enforcement agen-
cies better monitor and coun-
ter such threats while main-
taining a distinction between
peaceful political expression
and extremist behavior.

The move comes amid in-
creasing diplomatic tensions
between India and Canada
over the issue. India has re-
peatedly raised concerns about
the presence of Khalistani
groups operating from Cana-
dian soil, accusing Ottawa of
not taking adequate action
against anti-India elements.
Canada’s latest acknowledg-
ment of the threat may be seen
as a step toward addressing
these concerns.Canadian offi-
cials emphasised that national
security agencies will continue

erns
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to track and respond to any
form of extremism, regardless
of its origin. The report also
underlined the importance of
safeguarding citizens while up-
holding democratic values
such as freedom of speech and
peaceful activism.Experts be-
lieve the classification could
lead to stricter surveillance,
intelligence-sharing, and po-
tential legal action against in-
dividuals or groups found to be
engaging in extremist activi-
ties. It may also impact immi-
gration policies and commu-
nity monitoring efforts.
However, the decision is likely
to be sensitive, especially with-
in sections of the Sikh commu-
nity in Canada. Authorities
have reiterated that their focus
is strictly on individuals or
groups involved in extremism,
not on any religious or cultural
community as a whole.Overall,
Canada’s move signals a more
assertive approach toward
tackling internal security
threats, while also attempting
to balance civil liberties. It
marks an important develop-
ment in both domestic security
policy and international rela-
tions, particularly with India.
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nificant escalation in US in-
volvement in the region.
While the mission is being
framed as a humanitarian ef-
fort to free stranded vessels
and stabilise global supply

Iran Urges US to Drop Excessive De-
mands, Says Ending War Is Top Priority

Iran has called on the United
States to scale back what it de-
scribed as “excessive de-
mands,” stressing that its pri-
mary focus at this stage is to
bring an end to the ongoing
conflict between the two
nations.

In a recent statement, Iran’s
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son EsmaeilBaqaei said that
Tehran remains open to nego-
tiations but only if Washing-
ton adopts a more “reasonable
approach.” He made it clear
that the continuation of talks
depends on the US easing its
stance and abandoning condi-
tions that Iran considers
unrealistic.

“At this stage, our priority is
to end the war,” Baqgaei said
during a televised briefing, un-
derlining Iran’s willingness to
pursue a resolution—provided
its concerns are addressed.

The remarks come at a time
when diplomatic efforts be-

; e
chains, it also carries geopo-
litical risks. Analysts warn
that the move could strain the
fragile ceasefire between the
US and Iran, which has held
despite unresolved tensions

tween the two countries have
largely stalled, despite a cease-
fire that came into effect in
early April. While both sides
have engaged in indirect nego-
tiations through mediators,
progress has been slow due to
disagreements over key condi-
tions for ending the conflict.

Iran has consistently argued
that US proposals include de-
mands that are “unreasonable
and unrealistic,” which have
hindered meaningful progress
in talks. These include issues
related to sanctions, military
presence in the region, and
broader geopolitical condi-
tions tied to the conflict.

At the same time, Tehran has
signalled that it is not against
dialogue. Instead, it is seeking
a balanced agreement that re-
spects its position while ensur-
ing a lasting end to hostilities.
The latest statement suggests
that Iran is willing to move for-
ward with negotiations—but

following the recent conflict.
Iran has responded strongly to
the development, insisting
that any movement through
the strait must be coordinated
with its forces. It has warned
of potential retaliation if for-
eign military presence in-
creases or if ships pass
through without its approval.

The Strait of Hormuz is a
vital chokepoint for global oil
shipments, handling a signifi-
cant portion of the world’s en-
ergy trade. Any disruption in
this narrow passage has im-
mediate ripple effects on oil
prices, global markets, and
supply chains.While the US-
led task force aims to normal-
ise shipping activity, uncer-
tainty remains high. It is still
unclear how many vessels will
participate in the guided tran-
sit or how Iran will react in
the coming days.Overall, the
launch of “Project Freedom”
represents a crucial but risky
step toward reopening the
strait. Its success will depend
not only on military coordina-
tion but also on diplomatic ef-
forts to prevent further escala-
tion in an already volatile
region

only if both sides show
flexibility.

The ongoing tensions stem
from a broader conflict involv-
ing the US, Iran, and regional
allies, which has had signifi-
cant global implications, in-
cluding disruptions to oil sup-
ply routes and increased
geopolitical uncertainty.

Despite the tough rhetoric,
the emphasis on ending the
war indicates that diplomatic
channels remain open, albeit
fragile. Analysts believe that
the coming days will be crucial
in determining whether both
sides can bridge their differ-
ences and reach a mutually ac-
ceptable agreement.

For now, Iran’s message is
clear: it is ready to pursue
peace, but not at the cost of ac-
cepting terms it views as exces-
sive—setting the stage for a
critical phase in US-Iran
negotiations.

Nepal Plans Mass Cancellation of 1,600
Politically Motivated Appointments

Nepal’s government is set to
undertake a sweeping adminis-
trative overhaul by cancelling
nearly 1,600 appointments
deemed “politically motivat-
ed,” in one of the most signifi-
cant bureaucratic reforms in
recent years.

The move comes through an
ordinance approved by Presi-
dent RamchandraPaudel, fol-
lowing recommendations from
the council of ministers led by
Prime Minister Balendra
Shah. Once implemented, the
measure will terminate the po-
sitions of around 1,594 officials
across a wide range of public
institutions.

The decision primarily tar-
gets appointments made by
previous governments, includ-
ing those during the interim
administration that followed
Nepal’s 2025 “Gen Z” protests.

These protests, driven by pub-
lic anger over corruption and
governance issues, paved the
way for a major political shift
and the rise of Shah’s
government.

Those affected include indi-
viduals holding key positions
such as vice-chancellors, rec-
tors, university deans, heads
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of constitutional bodies, and
officials in state-owned enter-
prises and government boards.
The sweeping nature of the or-
dinance also means that ap-
pointments across education,
healthcare, media, and public
administration sectors will be
impacted simultaneously.

The ordinance will amend

over 100 laws and has been de-
signed to remove what the gov-
ernment views as entrenched
political influence in public in-
stitutions. Officials say the
goal is to improve transparen-
cy, enhance efficiency, and
move toward a more merit-
based system of governance.
However, the scale of the
move has raised concerns. Ex-
perts warn that the sudden re-
moval of such a large number
of officials could disrupt the
functioning of key institu-
tions. Many organisations may
face leadership gaps, and rou-
tine decision-making could be
delayed due to the absence of
authorised signatories.
Sectors like education and
healthcare are expected to be
particularly affected, as uni-
versities and public health in-
stitutions rely heavily on ap-

pointed leadership for
operations and policy deci-
sions. Reports suggest that sev-
eral major bodies could tempo-
rarily struggle to function
smoothly until new appoint-
ments are made.

The government has not yet
clarified the timeline or mech-
anism for filling the vacant po-
sitions, adding to uncertainty
about how quickly normal
functioning can be restored.

Overall, the move signals the
Shah administration’s intent
to break from past practices
and assert control over govern-
ance structures. While sup-
porters view it as a necessary
step toward reform and ac-
countability, critics caution
that the abrupt overhaul could
create short-term instability
even as it aims for long-term
institutional change.
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)il Prices Ease Slightly as

Trump Signals Help for
Stranded Ships in Hormuz

Global oil prices saw a mod-
est dip after US President Don-
ald Trump announced that the
United States would assist
ships stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz, offering some relief
to markets rattled by ongoing
geopolitical tensions.

The statement comes amid a
prolonged disruption in one of
the world’s most critical oil
transit routes, where thou-
sands of vessels have been
stuck due to escalating conflict
between the US and Iran.
Trump’s assurance that the US
would help guide ships safely
through the strait raised hopes
of easing supply bottlenecks,
leading to a slight cooling in
crude prices.

Despite the decline, oil pric-
es remain elevated, hovering
above the $100 per barrel mark.
The continued uncertainty in
the region and the absence of a
clear resolution between the
US and Iran are keeping mar-
kets on edge.

The Strait of Hormuz is a vi-
tal global chokepoint, handling
a significant share of the
world’s oil shipments. Any dis-
ruption in this narrow passage
has immediate consequences
for global energy markets,
pushing prices higher and in-

creasing volatility.

Trump’s announcement is
part of a broader effort, often
referred to as ‘Project Free-
dom’, aimed at restoring navi-
gation and stabilising supply
chains. The initiative involves
guiding commercial vessels
through safer routes and help-
ing clear congestion caused by
months of tension and restrict-
ed movement.

However, the situation re-
mains fragile. Iran has warned
that any foreign intervention
in the strait must be coordinat-
ed with its forces, raising con-
cerns about potential retalia-
tion and further escalation.

Market reactions reflect this
delicate balance. While the
promise of US assistance has
eased immediate supply fears,
investors remain cautious due
to conflicting signals from both
sides and the risk of renewed
conflict.

Overall, the slight drop in oil
prices offers temporary relief,
but the broader outlook re-
mains uncertain. Much will
depend on how effectively the
US-led efforts can restore ship-
ping activity and whether dip-
lomatic tensions in the region
can be contained in the coming
days.

Suspected Hantavirus
Outbreak on Atlantic

A suspected outbreak of the
rare and potentially deadly
hantavirus on a cruise ship in
the Atlantic Ocean has result-
ed in the deaths of three pas-
sengers, raising serious con-
cerns among health authorities
and maritime officials.

According to reports, several
passengers aboard the vessel
began showing symptoms such
as fever, fatigue, and respira-
tory distress during the voy-
age. Medical teams on board
initially treated the cases as a
general illness, but as condi-
tions worsened and fatalities
were reported, suspicions
turned toward hantavirus—a
rare virus typically transmit-
ted through contact with in-
fected rodents or their
droppings.

Health authorities were
alerted, and the ship was
placed under close monitoring
as it continued its journey.
Emergency protocols were ac-
tivated, including isolating
symptomatic passengers and
conducting preliminary medi-
cal evaluations to prevent fur-
ther spread.

Hantavirus infections are
uncommon but can be severe,
often leading to hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome (HPS), a
condition that affects the lungs
and can be fatal if not treated
promptly. The virus is not gen-
erally transmitted from person
to person, but confined envi-
ronments like cruise ships
raise concerns about indirect

Y Cruise Ship Leaves 3 Dead

exposure and contamination.

Experts believe the source of
the outbreak may be linked to
rodent exposure on the ship or
contaminated supplies, though
investigations are ongoing. Of-
ficials are working to trace the
origin and determine whether
proper safety and sanitation
protocols were followed.

Passengers and crew mem-
bers have been advised to re-
main cautious, with many un-
dergoing medical screening
upon arrival at port. Authori-
ties are also coordinating with
international health agencies
to monitor any potential
spread beyond the ship.

The incident has reignited
concerns about health risks in
closed environments such as
cruise ships, which have previ-
ously been associated with out-
breaks of infectious diseases.
It also highlights the impor-
tance of strict hygiene meas-
ures, pest control, and rapid
response systems in prevent-
ing such situations.

While officials have not yet
officially confirmed hantavi-
rus as the cause, the suspected
outbreak has prompted height-
ened vigilance. Further testing
and analysis are expected to
provide clarity in the coming
days.Overall, the tragic deaths
underscore the seriousness of
the situation and the need for
swift action to contain any po-
tential outbreak, ensuring the
safety of passengers and pre-
venting further loss of life.
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Indian equity markets
staged a notable recovery on
May 4, bouncing back after
recent losses and ending the
day on a positive note.
Benchmark indices—the
BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty
50—both closed higher, re-
flecting improved investor
sentiment driven by a mix
of domestic and global
factors.

The Sensex rose by 355.90
points, or 0.46 percent, to set-
tle at 77,269.40, while the Nif-
ty climbed 121.75 points, or
0.51 percent, closing above
the crucial 24,100 mark at
24,119.30. Despite some vola-
tility during the session, the

indices managed to hold
onto gains by the closing

bell.

Markets opened on a
strong footing and even ap-
proached higher levels dur-
ing early trade, with the Nif-
ty nearing 24,300. However,
profit booking in the later
part of the session trimmed
some of these gains, high-
lighting cautious optimism
among investors.

The rebound was largely
supported by positive trig-
gers such as robust auto
sales data for April, easing
crude oil prices, and favour-
able political developments.
These factors collectively
boosted market confidence
after the sharp sell-off seen
in the previous sessions.

Broad-based buying was

visible across sectors, with
midcap and smallcap indi-
ces also rising by around 0.5
percent each, indicating
wider participation in the
rally. Realty and metal
stocks performed well, while
IT stocks lagged, acting as a
drag on the overall market.
A key highlight of the ses-
sion was the strong momen-
tum in individual stocks.
More than 180 companies on
the BSE touched their 52-
week highs, including prom-
inent names such as BHEL,
Adani Green Energy, Sie-
mens, Bajaj Auto, and Band-
han Bank. Notably, BHEL
surged around 7.5 percent
following strong quarterly
earnings, contributing to

SEBI Chief Announces
CKYC 2.0 Launch by July

TK Pandey announces upgraded Central Know Your Customer (CKYC) system

India’s financial sector is set
for a major transformation as
SEBI Chairman TuhinKanta
Pandey announced that the up-
graded Central Know Your
Customer (CKYC) system—
CKYC 2.0—will be launched by
July. The move is part of a
broader push to create a uni-
fied KYC framework across the
financial ecosystem, aimed at
simplifying processes for in-
vestors and institutions alike.

Speaking at the IMC Capital
Markets Conference, Pandey
highlighted that establishing a
single, standardised KYC sys-
tem is one of SEBI’s top priori-
ties. The goal is to enable seam-
less onboarding for users while
maintaining strong data integ-
rity. He emphasised that the vi-
sion is to have “one KYC across
the financial sector,” reducing
duplication and making finan-
cial services more efficient.

The upcoming CKYC 2.0 sys-
tem is expected to play a cru-
cial role in achieving the gov-
ernment’s “One Nation, One
KYC” objective. This initiative
aims to ensure that individuals
do not have to repeatedly com-
plete verification processes
across different financial plat-
forms such as banks, mutual
funds, and insurance services.

However, Pandey also point-
ed out that authentication re-
mains a key challenge. Without
reliable verification mecha-
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nisms, shared KYC data could
become inaccurate or untrust-
worthy. To address this, SEBI is
working closely with other reg-
ulators and institutions to
build a robust and interopera-
ble system that ensures both
security and efficiency.

The push for a unified KYC
framework has also received
strong backing from Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
She has stressed the need for a
seamless, secure, and portable
KYC experience, urging regu-
lators to act with urgency so
that citizens can access finan-
cial services without repetitive
paperwork.

CKYC 2.0 is expected to sig-
nificantly improve user experi-
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ence by digitising and stand-
ardising KYC processes. It will
help streamline customer on-
boarding, reduce compliance
burdens, and enhance coordi-
nation among financial regula-
tors. The system is being devel-
oped with inputs from multiple
stakeholders, including CER-
SAI, which is leading the ini-
tiative. Overall, the rollout of
CKYC 2.0 marks a critical step
toward modernising India’s fi-
nancial infrastructure. By ena-
bling a unified and efficient
KYC system, regulators aim to
make financial services more
accessible, transparent, and
user-friendly—benefiting both
investors and institutions in
the long run.

US Futures Slip as Oil Surges Over
9% on Fresh HormuzTensions

U.S. stock futures declined
sharply while crude oil prices
spiked following renewed geo-
political tensions in the Strait
of Hormuz, one of the world’s
most critical energy supply
routes. Reports suggesting an
alleged attack on a U.S. war-
ship triggered volatility across
global markets, raising fears of
further escalation in the Mid-
dle East.According to multiple
reports, oil prices jumped
more than 5% after Iran’s Fars
news agency claimed that a
U.S. warship was struck by
missiles near the Strait of Hor-
muz. However, U.S. officials de-
nied the incident, creating un-
certainty and confusion in
global markets.

The mere possibility of con-
flict in the region was enough
to shake investor confidence.
The Strait of Hormuz is a vital
chokepoint through which a
significant portion of the

world’s oil supply passes, mak-
ing it highly sensitive to geopo-
litical disruptions. Any threat
to shipping routes tends to im-
mediately push oil prices high-
er and weigh on equities.

As aresult, U.S. stock futures
came under pressure. Dow fu-
tures dropped notably, while
S&P 500 and Nasdaq futures
also edged lower, reflecting a
broader “risk-off” sentiment
among investors.

The surge in crude prices—
Brent crossing above $110 per
barrel in some reports—has
intensified concerns about in-
flation and economic stability.
Rising oil costs can increase
input expenses for businesses
and reduce consumer spending
power, which in turn negative-
ly impacts stock markets.

Global markets reacted une-
venly to the developments.
While U.S. and European equi-
ties showed weakness, some

Asian markets remained rela-
tively resilient. Currency mar-
kets and bond yields also re-
flected heightened caution, as
investors shifted toward safer
assets amid uncertainty.

Despite the volatility, ana-
lysts note that conflicting re-
ports—especially the denial by
U.S. authorities—have prevent-
ed a deeper market sell-off for
now. However, the situation re-
mains fragile, and any confir-
mation or escalation could
trigger sharper movements
across asset classes.

Overall, the latest develop-
ments highlight how sensitive
global financial markets are to
geopolitical risks, particularly
those involving energy supply
chains. Investors are expected
to closely monitor updates
from the region, as further es-
calation could keep oil prices
elevated and markets under
pressure in the near term.

ECONOMY

the positive market tone.

The rally also aligned
with broader global cues.
Easing crude oil prices and
improving geopolitical sig-
nals helped reduce market
anxiety, while positive do-
mestic political trends add-
ed further support to inves-
tor sentiment.

Overall, the day’s perfor-
mance reflects a resilient
market attempting to stabi-
lise after recent volatility.
While the rebound is en-
couraging, analysts suggest
that factors such as global
developments, crude oil
movements, and upcoming
economic data will continue

to influence market direc-
tion in the near term.
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Market Rebounds Strongly, Sensex Gains 356 Points, Nifty Ends Above 24,100

Bengal-Based Stocks Surge Up to

Historic Victory

10% as BJP Neqrs

Shares of several West Ben-
gal-based companies witnessed
a sharp rally on May 4, rising
as much as 10% amid strong
market optimism over a poten-
tial political shift in the state.
The surge came as early elec-
tion trends indicated that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
was heading toward a historic
victory, raising hopes of eco-
nomic reforms and increased
investment in the region.

Stocks such as Senco Gold,
CESC, Emami, and other Kolk-
ata-linked firms saw signifi-
cant buying interest during the
trading session. The rally re-
flected investor expectations
that a change in political lead-
ership could unlock growth op-
portunities and improve the
business environment in West
Bengal. Market participants
believe that a BJP-led govern-
ment could align state policies
more closely with the central
government, potentially accel-
erating infrastructure develop-
ment, easing regulatory hur-
dles, and boosting industrial
activity. Analysts have suggest-
ed that such a regime change

could act as a catalyst for eco-
nomic expansion, with some
estimates indicating a possible
positive impact on overall GDP
growth. Corporate leaders
have also expressed optimism.
Berger Paints India MD and
CEO Abhijit Roy stated that
the state could witness greater
development and improved
economic conditions going for-
ward. He added that new indus-
trial policies, enhanced servic-
es, and faster completion of
infrastructure projects—such

as metro expansions—could

significantly benefit business-
es and help retain local talent.

The rally was not limited to
a few stocks but was part of a
broader trend. Several compa-
nies with strong ties to West
Bengal, including those in
power distribution, FMCG, re-
tail, and infrastructure sec-
tors, recorded gains. Market
experts noted that many of
these stocks had already been
gaining momentum in recent
weeks in anticipation of the

election outcome, and the lat-
est trends further accelerated
the upward movement.

Investor sentiment has been
further boosted by expecta-
tions of increased spending on
infrastructure, real estate, and
industrial development if the
new government follows
through on its promises. Such
developments could enhance
job creation and attract fresh
investments into the state.

However, analysts also cau-
tion that while election-driven
rallies can be strong, they may
not always sustain in the long
term. Market performance will
ultimately depend on actual
policy implementation, eco-
nomic reforms, and broader
macroeconomic conditions.

Overall, the sharp rise in
West Bengal-linked stocks
highlights how political devel-
opments can significantly in-
fluence market sentiment. As
election results become clear-
er, investors will closely watch
how the new government’s pol-
icies translate into real eco-
nomic progress and corporate
growth.

Oil Spike and Hormuz Tensions
Signal Weak Start for Markets

Indian equity markets are
likely to witness a weak start
in the next trading session,
with the Nifty expected to open
below the 24,000 mark. The cau-
tious outlook comes after ris-
ing geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East triggered a sharp
spike in global crude oil prices
and dampened investor
sentiment.

According to reports, Iran’s
Fars news agency claimed that
two missiles struck a US war-
ship near the Strait of Hormuz
after it allegedly ignored warn-
ings. The incident, though not
independently verified, has
heightened fears of further es-
calation in the already tense

region.

Global markets reacted
swiftly to the developments.
Oil prices surged sharply, with
Brent crude jumping nearly
5%, as concerns grew over po-
tential disruptions in one of
the world’s most critical oil
supply routes. The Strait of
Hormuz is a vital chokepoint
for global energy trade, and
any conflict in the region tends
to have an immediate impact
on crude prices and financial
markets worldwide.

However, the situation re-
mains unclear, as US officials
have denied that any warship
was hit, highlighting conflict-
ing narratives around the inci-

dent. Despite this, the uncer-
tainty itself has been enough
to unsettle markets.

The surge in oil prices is a
key concern for India, which is
heavily dependent on crude
imports. Rising oil costs can
increase inflationary pres-
sures, widen the current ac-
count deficit, and negatively
affect corporate earnings, fac-
tors that typically weigh on eq-
uity markets.Reflecting these
global cues, US and European
markets also showed weak-
ness, while US futures slipped
amid the geopolitical uncer-
tainty. This broader risk-off
sentiment is expected to spill
over into Indian equities, lead-

ing to a gap-down opening.An-
alysts note that geopolitical
developments, especially in-
volving the US and Iran, have
been a recurring trigger for
volatility in recent months.
Any escalation—or even the
perception of it—tends to push
investors toward safer assets,
reducing appetite for equities.
Overall, while domestic fac-
tors remain stable, global risks
are currently dominating mar-
ket direction. Investors are
likely to stay cautious, closely
tracking developments in the
Middle East and movements in
crude oil prices, which will
play a crucial role in determin-
ing near-term market trends.

Ambuja Cements Q4 Profit Jumps
on Tax Credit, Margins Take a Hit

Ambuja Cements reported a
sharprise in its standalone net
profit for the fourth quarter of
FY26, driven largely by a one-
time tax credit. However, the
company’s operating perfor-
mance remained under pres-
sure, with margins contracting
significantly due to rising
costs.The Adani Group-owned
cement maker posted a stan-
dalone net profit of 1,644 crore,
nearly three times higher than

555 crore in the same quarter
last year. This surge was pri-
marily supported by a tax cred-
itof 1,462 crore, comparedtoa
tax expense in the year-ago pe-
riod. Despite the strong bot-
tom-line growth, the underly-
ing business performance
showed signs of weakness. On
a consolidated basis, profit af-
ter tax declined to 569 crore
from 856 crore a year earlier,
indicating that the headline
growth was largely due to ex-
ceptional gains rather than

core operations.

Revenue, however, remained
robust. The company reported
a record quarterly revenue of

10,915 crore, marking a 9%
year-on-year increase. This
growth was driven by strong
demand and a 10% rise in ce-
ment sales volumes, which
reached an all-time high of 19.9
million tonnes during the
quarter. Operating profitabili-

ty, on the other hand, came un-
der pressure. EBITDA fell to
1,464 crore from 1,868 crore in
the previous year, while EBIT-
DA margins dropped sharply
to 13.4% from 18.7%. Higher
input costs, particularly fuel,
diesel, and logistics—played a
major role in squeezing mar-
gins. The company’s stan-
dalone EBITDA also saw a
steep decline of over 38%, with

margins narrowing to 9.3%
compared to 16% last year.
This reflects the broader cost
pressures faced by the cement
industry despite strong volume
growth. Industry trends re-
mained supportive during the
quarter, with infrastructure
spending and construction ac-
tivity driving demand. Howev-
er, rising expenses linked to
global factors, including geopo-
litical tensions and energy
prices, continue to weigh on
profitability. Overall, while
Ambuja Cements delivered im-
pressive profit growth on pa-
per, the results highlight a di-
vergence between reported
earnings and operational
strength. The sharp margin
contraction underscores ongo-
ing cost challenges, suggesting
that sustaining profitability
will depend on managing ex-
penses and maintaining pric-
ing power in the coming
quarters.




PO

m HYDERABAD, TUESDAY, MAY, 05.05.2026

OFF BEAT Q0006

www.truepointnews.com

Loco Pilot Stops Train to Save Buffalo, Wms Hearts Online

In a heart- warmlng display of
alertness and compassion, an Indian
Railways loco pilot has been widely
praised for stopping his train to save
a buffalo stranded on the tracks. The
incident, captured in a viral video,
highlights not just quick thinking but
also a deep sense of empathy in a
high-pressure profession.

According to reports, the loco pilot
noticed a herd of buffaloes grazing
dangerously close to the railway line
as the train approached. While most
of the animals moved away after
hearing the train’s horn, one buffalo
remained stubbornly on the tracks,
directly in the path of the oncoming
locomotive. Despite repeated warn-
ings, the animal did not move, creat-
ing a potentially dangerous
situation.

Realising the imminent risk of an

accident, the pilot acted swiftly and
responsibly. He applied the brakes
and brought the train to a complete
halt, ensuring the safety of both pas-
sengers and the animal. Instead of
waiting for the buffalo to move on its
own, he took an extra step that has
since earned him admiration across
social media.

The loco pilot stepped down from
the engine and walked along the
tracks toward the buffalo. With calm
determination, he gently nudged and
guided the animal away from the rail-
way line, ensuring it reached a safe
distance. Only after confirming that
the track was completely clear did he
return to the train and resume the
journey.

The video of the incident quickly
gained traction online, with users
praising the pilot’s presence of mind

and humamty Many described him
as a “real hero,” noting that his ac-
tions prevented a possible accident
while also saving a life. Social media
reactions highlighted how such small
yet meaningful acts reflect the endur-
ing value of compassion in everyday
roles. (

Some users also pointed out the re-
curring issue of animals straying
onto railway tracks, especially in ru-
ral areas, and called for better infra-
structure such as barricades or un-
derpasses to prevent such situations.

This incident serves as a reminder
that beyond strict schedules and re-
sponsibilities, moments of empathy
can leave a lasting impact. The loco
pilot’s decision to prioritise safety
and life over routine duty not only
averted danger but also restored faith
in the power of human kindness.
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China Bride Wakes from 3-Month
Coma Just Days Before Wedding
After Botched Cold Treatment

In a shocking yet emotional
turn of events, a young bride
in China regained conscious-
ness just days before her wed-
ding after spending nearly
three months in a coma caused
by a medical mishap during a
routine cold treatment.

The woman, identified as
24-year-old Wang Ranran from
Shandong province, had been
eagerly preparing to marry her
fiancé after six years of being
together. The couple had al-
ready made elaborate arrange-
ments for their wedding, sched-
uled for April 25. However,
what began as a minor health
issue soon turned into a life-
threatening crisis that changed
everything.

Earlier this year, Wang vis-
ited alocal clinic seeking treat-
ment for a simple cold. Accord-
ing toreports, she was given an
injection without proper medi-
cal checks, including allergy
testing. Within minutes of re-
ceiving the injection, she be-
gan experiencing severe symp-
toms—her tongue went numb,
she started vomiting, and she
struggled to breathe. Her con-
dition rapidly deteriorated,
and she soon went into shock.

Her fiancé immediately
called for emergency help, but
by the time paramedics ar-
rived, her condition had wors-
ened significantly. At the hos-
pital, doctors diagnosed her
with respiratory failure and
acidosis, likely triggered by an

allergic reaction. Tragically,
the lack of oxygen to her brain
for more than four minutes
caused serious and irreversi-
ble damage.

Wang slipped into a coma
that lasted around 92 days,
leaving her family devastated
and uncertain about her recov-
ery. Investigations later re-
vealed alarming negligence at
the clinic. The person who ad-
ministered the injection was
reportedly not qualified medi-
cal staff, and even the doctor
who prescribed the treatment
lacked proper credentials. Au-
thorities eventually shut down
the clinic, and compensation
was reportedly paid to the vic-
tim’s family before those re-
sponsible disappeared.

Despite the grim prognosis,
Wang’s story took an unexpect-
ed turn. Just two days before
her wedding date, she regained
consciousness and was able to
respond to her surroundings,
offering a glimmer of hope to
her loved ones.

Her recovery, though re-
markable, remains incomplete,
and she continues to undergo
treatment. The incident has
sparked widespread concern
over medical malpractice and
the dangers of unqualified
practitioners, especially in
small clinics.This emotional
story not only highlights the
fragility of life but also raises
serious questions about pa-
tient safety and accountability
in healthcare systems.

Bengaluru Google Engineer Says
Living Alone Boosted Productivity,
Sparks Onlme Debate

A Bengaluru-based Google
engineer has gone viral after
sharing how living alone trans-
formed his productivity and
lifestyle. His candid reflections
on solitude, focus, and person-
al space have struck a chord
with many, igniting a wider
discussion on the benefits and
challenges of independent
living.

Priyansh Agarwal, a tech
professional working at Goog-
le, revealed in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter) that choosing to
live alone in a 2BHK apartment
was one of the best decisions
he had made. Despite the high-
er cost of rent, he believes the
advantages far outweigh the
expenses. According to him,
living alone has given him a
level of peace and concentra-
tion that was difficult to
achieve in shared spaces.

He shared that he has been
living by himself for nearly a
year and has noticed a signifi-
cant improvement in his work
efficiency. Without the need to
adjust to others’ routines or
justify his actions, he feels
more in control of his time and
energy. “I am the most produc-
tive when I am completely
alone,” he wrote, emphasizing
that the absence of distrac-
tions has helped him stay fo-
cused on his goals.

Agarwal also mentioned that
he dedicated one room of his
apartment solely as a work-
space. This separation between
personal and professional envi-
ronments further enhanced

his productivity and allowed
him to maintain a disciplined
routine. While the rent takes
up a considerable portion of
his income, he noted that he
ends up saving money in other
ways, such as going out less fre-
quently. His post quickly
gained traction online, draw-
ing thousands of views and re-
actions. Many users agreed
with his perspective, sharing
their own experiences of how
living alone improved their fo-
cus and personal growth. Some
described solitude as a power-
ful tool that provides clarity,
independence, and the freedom
to design one’s day without

interruptions.

However, the discussion also
highlighted differing opinions.
While several users supported
the idea of solo living, others
pointed out that not everyone
thrives in isolation and that
shared environments can also
foster collaboration and emo-
tional support.Overall, the vi-
ral post has sparked a mean-
ingful conversation about
lifestyle choices among young
professionals. It highlights
how the right environment—
whether solitary or shared—
can significantly impact pro-
ductivity, mental well-being,
and personal development.

Indian Woman'’s Viral Video
Shows How Singapore’s
Infrastructure Shapes Daily Life

A video shared by an Indian
woman living in Singapore has
gone viral, offering a striking
glimpse into how urban infra-
structure can influence every-
day life and well-being. The
clip, posted on Instagram by
Prachi, highlights the city-
state’s clean, organised, and
highly functional public spac-
es, sparking conversations on-
line about the impact of city
planning on lifestyle.

Having moved from India
just a few months ago, Prachi
captures various aspects of
daily life in Singapore—from
spotless footpaths and green
buildings to efficient public
transport and bustling yet or-
derly streets. Her observations
are presented through short

clips and text overlays, reflect-
ing both admiration and emo-
tional response to her new
surroundings.

One of the most striking
lines from her video, ‘move-
ment is therapy’, has resonated
widely with viewers. Through
this phrase, she emphasises
how walkable infrastructure—
well-maintained footpaths, pe-
destrian-friendly roads, and
accessible public spaces—en-
courages people to stay active,
ultimately improving both
physical and mental
well-being.

Prachi also points out sever-
al contrasts between Singapore
and India. In her captions, she
mentions moving from the
world’s fifth-largest economy

to the thirty-second, yet being
surprised by how efficiently
Singapore functions. She
draws attention to features like
organised bus stops, greenery
integrated into urban design,
and scenic city views, all of
which contribute to a higher
quality of life.

Her video also includes light-
hearted yet thought-provoking
observations, such as noting
that there seem to be “more
dogs than kids,” while describ-
ing the city as “organised cha-
0s” that is constantly active yet
remarkably safe. These re-
marks reflect both curiosity
and appreciation for a system
that balances order with ener-
gv. The clip has sparked discus-
sions online, with many view-

ers relating to her experience
and echoing the importance of
well-planned infrastructure.
Several users highlighted how
basic elements like footpaths
and public spaces are often
overlooked but play a crucial
role in shaping daily routines
and mental health.

Prachi’s reflections under-
line a broader message: cities
are more than just economic
hubs—they are living environ-
ments that directly influence
how people move, think, and
feel. Her viral video serves as a
reminder that thoughtful ur-
ban planning can transform
not just landscapes, but life-
styles as well.

Employee Follows ‘Cheapest Flight’ Rule for
Boss, Triggers HR Debate on Double Standards

A viral workplace story has
sparked widespread discussion
online after an employee strict-
ly followed her company’s trav-
el policy—only for it to back-
fire when applied to her boss.
The incident highlights the of-
ten-criticised gap between cor-
porate rules and how they are
enforced in reality.

The story, originally shared
on X (formerly Twitter) by a
user, revolves around a com-
pany policy that required em-
ployees to always choose the
cheapest flight option for offi-
cial travel. The rule was re-
portedly enforced strictly, with
little room for flexibility or
personal convenience.

The employee revealed that
she had previously been repri-
manded by the Human Re-
sources (HR) department for
booking a slightly more expen-
sive flight that allowed her to
return home earlier. Taking
that experience to heart, she
decided to follow the rule to the
letter the next time she was re-
sponsible for booking travel—
this time for her boss.

When a work trip came up,
she booked the lowest-cost op-
tion available. However, the
chosen flight came with a sig-
nificant drawback: a four-hour
layover on a Friday evening.
This meant her boss would
have to endure a long and in-

-

convenient journey, along with
additional travel time after
landing, ultimately disrupting
his personal plans.
Unsurprisingly, the boss was
unhappy with the arrange-
ment and questioned the deci-
sion. In response, the employee
pointed out that she had sim-
ply followed the company’s
own rule of selecting the
cheapest flight. Her action has
been widely described online
as an example of “malicious
compliance”—strictly adher-
ing to rules in a way that ex-
poses their flaws. The situation

!

escalated to a meeting with HR,
where the conversation report-
edly shifted. Instead of insist-
ing on the rigid rule, HR em-
phasised the need to use “best
judgment” when making travel
decisions. This apparent
change in stance led many on-
line users to call out what they
saw as a double standard—
rules being strictly applied to
employees but relaxed when
they inconvenience senior
staff. The story quickly gained
traction, attracting millions of
views and sparking debate
about fairness in workplace

policies. Many users sided
with the employee, arguing
that such incidents reveal in-
consistencies in corporate en-
vironments. Others pointed
out that while policies are nec-
essary, blindly following them
without considering practical
implications can create unnec-
essary problems.Overall, the
episode serves as a reminder
that workplace rules should
balance cost-efficiency with
practicality—and that consist-
ency in their application is key
to maintaining trust and fair-
ness within organisations.
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Rohit, Rickelton Power
Mumbai to Stunning Chase

breathtaking
opening part-
nership from
Rohit Sharma
and Ryan Rick-
elton powered the Mumbai
Indians to a sensational six-
wicket victory over the Luc-
know Super Giants in a high-
scoring Indian Premier
League clash at the iconic
Wankhede Stadium.

Chasing a daunting target
of 229, Mumbai made the
massive total look surpris-
ingly achievable, reaching
232/4 with eight balls to spare
in a match that turned into a
run-fest.

Earlier, Lucknow posted a

formidable 228/5 after being
put in to bat. The innings was
headlined by a blistering
knock from Nicholas Pooran,
who smashed 63 off just 21
balls, including eight tower-
ing sixes. His explosive effort
put Mumbai’s bowlers under
immense pressure. Mitchell
Marsh contributed a solid 44,
while Himmat Singh added
an unbeaten 40 to ensure Luc-
know finished with a com-
manding total. Among the
bowlers, Corbin Bosch stood
out with two wickets for
Mumbai.

However, the chase be-
longed entirely to Mumbai’s
opening duo. Rohit Sharma

and Ryan Rickelton came out
with aggressive intent and
immediately seized control of
the game. The pair stitched
together a stunning 143-run
partnership in just 10.5 overs,
effectively taking the match
away from Lucknow.

Rohit was at his fluent best,
scoring 84 off 44 deliveries
with a mix of elegance and
power. Rickelton matched
him stroke for stroke, ham-
mering 83 off just 32 balls, in-
cluding a flurry of sixes that
electrified the crowd. Their
fearless approach dismantled
Lucknow’s bowling attack
and set the tone for the chase.

Though Mumbai lost a few

MS Dhoni’s IPL 2026 Future
Uncertain as CSK Coach
Gives Cryptic Injury Update

Chennai Super Kings (CSK)
fans are still in suspense over
MS Dhoni’s participation in
IPL 2026, as the franchise’s
coaching staff has provided an
unclear but significant update
on his availability.

Dhoni, who has been side
lined due to a calf injury, has
not travelled with the CSK
squad for their upcoming
match against Delhi Capitals.
Confirming this, CSK bowling
consultant Eric Simons stated
that the veteran wicketkeeper-
batter is “steadily improving,”
but stopped short of giving any
concrete timeline for his
return.

In aremark that has gone vi-
ral, Simons said that providing
a detailed update on Dhoni’s
condition was “above my pay
grade,” indicating that the de-
cision regarding his return
rests entirely with the player
and senior management.

The 44-year-old has been out
of action since before the start
of the season, and despite the
tournament progressing, there

Rohit Sharma's MagicalGesture

is still no official confirmation
on when—or if—he will feature
this year. His absence has al-
ready stretched across multi-
ple matches, raising concerns
among fans about whether IPL
2026 could mark the end of his
playing career.At the same
time, team management has
made it clear that Dhoni will
only return when he is fully fit.
Given his age and the nature of
the injury, CSK appears to be
taking a cautious approach
rather than rushing him back
into action. Recent reports also
suggest that Dhoni stayed back
in Chennai to continue reha-
bilitation instead of joining
the squad, further underlining

X

After Accidentally Hitting
Ground Staff Wins Hearts

Mumbai Indians skipper Ro-
hit Sharma showed his class
off the field after an accidental
incident during a practice ses-
sion turned into a heartwarm-
ing moment that has now gone
viral.

During nets ahead of an IPL
2026 match, Rohit unintention-
ally struck a ground staff
member with a shot. While
such moments can often go un-
noticed in intense training en-
vironments, Rohit immediate-
ly paused practice and rushed
to check on the individual, dis-
playing genuine concern.

What followed, however, is
what truly won over fans. After
ensuring that the staff mem-
ber was fine, Rohit didn’t just
move on, he took the time to
interact warmly, apologising
and sharing a light moment to
ease the situation. Reports sug-
gest he even posed for pictures
and made sure the staff mem-
ber felt comfortable, turning
an unfortunate incident into a
memorable experience.

The gesture quickly gained
attention on social media, with
fans praising Rohit’s humility
and kindness. Many highlight-
ed how his actions reflected
strong leadership qualities—
not just as a captain, but as a

person who values everyone
involved in the game, includ-
ing those working behind the
scenes.

Ground staff often play a
crucial yet underappreciated
role in cricket, ensuring that
matches and training sessions
run smoothly. Rohit’s gesture
served as a reminder of their
importance and the respect
they deserve from players at all
levels.

Fans and cricket enthusiasts
flooded social media with ap-
preciation, calling the moment
“pure class” and “a true reflec-
tion of Rohit’s character.” For
many, it reinforced why he re-
mains one of the most respect-
ed figures in Indian cricket.

The incident also added a hu-
man touch to the high-pressure
environment of the IPL, where
the focus is usually on perfor-
mance and results. Moments
like these highlight the spirit
of the game and the relation-
ships that exist beyond
competition.

As Mumbai Indians contin-
ue their campaign, Rohit Shar-
ma’s thoughtful act has already
made headlines—proving that
sometimes, it’s the off-field ges-
tures that leave the biggest
impact.

the uncertainty around his
comeback.

Despite his absence, CSK
have managed to stay competi-
tive in the tournament, with
younger players stepping up.
However, Dhoni’s experience
and leadership remain irre-
placeable, making his return
one of the most anticipated de-
velopments of the season.

For now, the situation re-
mains open-ended. While there
is no confirmation that Dhoni
is out of IPL 2026 entirely, there
is equally no clear timeline for
his comeback, leaving fans
waiting and hoping for one
more appearance from the leg-
endary cricketer.

PLAY ZONE

quick wickets in the middle
overs, including Suryakumar
Yadav and Tilak Varma, the
result was never in serious
doubt. Naman Dhir (23 not
out) and Will Jacks (10 not
out) calmly guided the team
across the finish line.

This emphatic victory
highlights Mumbai Indians’
batting depth and their abili-
ty to chase down even the
most intimidating totals.
With this win, they send a
strong message to the rest of
the league, reaffirming their
reputation as one of the most
dangerous sides in the
tournament.
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Sachin Tendulkar’s Heartwarming Gesture for
L3G Players Ahead of MI Clash Wins Internet

Cricket legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar once again proved why
he is admired both on and off
the field, as his thoughtful ges-
ture toward Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) players ahead of
their IPL 2026 clash against
Mumbai Indians (MI) has gone
viral on social media.

Ahead of the much-antici-
pated match, Tendulkar, who is
associated with the Mumbai
Indians setup—met several
LSG players and spent quality
time interacting with them.
The Master Blaster was seen
sharing warm moments, offer-
ing encouragement, and engag-
ing in friendly conversations,
reflecting his humble and ap-
proachable nature despite his
iconic status.Photos from the
interaction quickly surfaced
online, showing Tendulkar
posing with LSG players and
exchanging smiles. The images
captured a rare and wholesome
moment where rivalry took a
backseat, and mutual respect
between players and a cricket-
ing legend came to the fore-
front. Fans across platforms
praised the gesture, calling it
“pure class” and a reminder of
the spirit of the game.What

‘.r.l'

stood out was Tendulkar s will-
ingness to connect with play-
ers from the opposition team,
highlighting the camaraderie
that exists beyond competitive
boundaries. His presence and
words are believed to have
boosted morale, especially for
younger players who grew up
idolising him.The interaction
also underscores Tendulkar’s
continued influence in Indian
cricket. Even years after retire-
ment, his guidance and pres-
ence remain invaluable, with

players across teams looking
up to him for inspiration and
advice.Social media was flood-
ed with admiration soon after
the photos went viral. Fans
lauded Tendulkar not just for
his cricketing greatness, but
for his humility and sports-
manship. Many pointed out
that such gestures help main-
tain the essence of cricket as a
gentleman’s game, where re-
spect and positivity go hand in
hand with competition.As MI
and LSG prepared to face off,

Tendulkar’s gesture added a
touching subplot to the high-
stakes encounter. While the re-
sult of the match would be de-
cided on the field, moments
like these serve as a reminder
that cricket is as much about
relationships and respect as it
is about winning.In the end,
Tendulkar’s simple yet mean-
ingful interaction once again
reinforced his legacy—not just
as one of the greatest players
ever, but also as one of the most
respected figures in the sport.

BCCI Cracks Down on Girlfriend
Culturein IPL, New Rules Likely Soon

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) is re-
portedly set to introduce strict-
er regulations in the IPL, aim-
ing to curb what has been
described as the growing “girl-
friend culture” around teams.
The move is part of a broader
effort to maintain discipline,
focus, and professionalism
during the high-pressure
tournament.

According to reports, the
BCCI has expressed concerns
over the increasing presence
of players’ partners and per-
sonal guests in team environ-
ments, which officials believe
could sometimes distract play-
ers from their commitments.
As aresult, new guidelines are
expected to limit access to cer-
tain areas such as team hotels,
dressing rooms, and practice
sessions.

While family members and
partners have long been a part

of the IPL ecosystem the board
isnow looking to create clearer
boundaries. The idea is not to
completely ban their presence,
but to regulate it in a way that
ensures players remain fo-
cused on performance and
team responsibilities.

Sources suggest that stricter
accreditation norms could be

introduced, along with tighter
security protocols and defined
visiting hours. Teams may also
be asked to enforce internal
policies more rigorously, en-
suring that non-essential per-
sonnel do not interfere with
match preparation or recovery
time.

The reported move comes

am1d increasing scrutiny of
player discipline and off-field
conduct in franchise cricket.
With the IPL growing in scale
and intensity every year, the
BCCI appears keen to preserve
a professional environment
that aligns with international
standards.

However, the proposed

changes have sparked mixed
reactions. While some believe
such measures are necessary
to maintain discipline in a
high-stakes tournament, oth-
ers argue that players should
be allowed personal space and
support systems, especially
during long and demanding
seasons.Franchise manage-
ments are expected to be con-
sulted before finalising the
rules, as teams often have their
own policies regarding family
access and player welfare. Bal-
ancing professionalism with
personal comfort will likely be
a key challenge for the board.

Overall, the BCCI'’s reported
stance signals a shift toward
stricter governance in the IPL.
If implemented, the new rules
could redefine the off-field dy-
namics of the league, placing
greater emphasis on discipline
and performance while limit-
ing potential distractions.

RCB’s Phil Salt Leaves IPL 2026 Mid-Season

Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru (RCB) have been dealt a set-
back in IPL 2026 as their over-
seas star Phil Salt has returned
home midway through the
tournament, creating uncer-
tainty around his availability
for the remaining matches.

According to reports, the
England wicketkeeper-batter
has flown back due to personal
reasons. While the franchise
has not disclosed specific de-
tails, it is understood that the
decision was made keeping in
mind an urgent situation that
required Salt’s presence back
home.

Salt has been an important
part of RCB’s campaign this
season, contributing with ag-
gressive starts at the top of the

—
order. His absence is expected
to impact the team’s batting
combination, especially in cru-
cial upcoming matches as the
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tournament enters a decisive
phase.

The development has forced
RCB management to reassess

their team balance. They may
look at alternative overseas op-
tions or reshuffle the batting
lineup to fill the gap left by
Salt. The team’s think tank will
now have to quickly adapt to
maintain momentum in the
competition.There is currently
no clarity on whether Salt will
return later in the season. His
participation going forward
will depend on how soon the
personal matter is resolved
and whether he is able to rejoin
the squad in time.Mid-season
departures are not uncommon
in the IPL, especially involving
overseas players who may have
national commitments, inju-
ries, or personal emergencies.
However, such exits often dis-
rupt team combinations and

strategies, particularly when
key players are involved.

Fans have expressed con-
cern over the situation, with
many hoping that Salt’s ab-
sence is temporary and that he
will be able to rejoin the squad
soon. At the same time, there
has been widespread support
for the player, acknowledging
that personal matters take pri-
ority over professional com-
mitments.As RCB continues its
IPL 2026 journey, the team will
need to regroup quickly and
find solutions to cope without
one of their key performers.
Whether Salt returns or not,
his absence will be a signifi-
cant factor in shaping the
team’s campaign in the coming
weeks.
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‘Peddi’ Gears Up for Big June Release, Makers Plan
Aggressive Promotions for Ram Charan Starrer

Ram Charan’s much-
awaited film Peddi, directed
by BuchiBabu Sana, is gear-
ing up for a grand theatrical
release in June, with the
makers planning an exten-
sive promotional campaign
to build momentum ahead of
its debut.

The film, a high-budget
sports action drama, is slat-
ed to hit theatres on June 4,
2026, after facing multiple
delays due to post-produc-
tion work. With shooting
now complete, the team is
shifting its full focus toward
promotions to ensure maxi-
mum reach and audience
engagement.

According to reports, the
makers are designing a care-
fully timed promotional
strategy to keep the film in
constant public discussion.
Instead of releasing all con-

Ram Pothineni Set to Turn Director

tent at once, they plan to roll
out teasers, songs, and pro-
motional material in phases.
This staggered approach is
aimed at sustaining buzz
over several weeks leading
up to the release.

The strategy also includes
leveraging Ram
Charan’span-India popular-
ity, especially after the mas-
sive success of RRR. The
team is expected to target
multiple regions and lan-

SCREEN

guages, positioning Peddi as
a nationwide entertainer
rather than a purely region-
al film. This aligns with the
growing trend of Telugu
films reaching wider audi-
ences across India.

Peddi features an ensem-
ble cast including Janhvi Ka-
poor, Shiva Rajkumar, and
JagapathiBabu, adding to
the film’s appeal. The film is
set against a rural backdrop
and revolves around a pow-
erful emotional and sports-
driven narrative, which the
makers believe will connect
strongly with audiences.

Music by A.R. Rahman is
another major highlight,
and the promotional cam-
paign is expected to heavily
utilise the film’s soundtrack
to generate excitement.
Songs released so far have
already contributed to early

for Next Film in Bold Career Move

Tollywood actor Ram Poth-
ineni is reportedly planning a
major shift in his career by
stepping into the director’s
role for his next film. The de-
velopment has generated buzz
in the industry, as the energetic
star looks to take greater crea-
tive control after a series of un-
derwhelming box office
performances.

Known for his dynamic
screen presence and mass ap-
peal, Ram has delivered nota-
ble hits in the past, including
iSmart Shankar. However, his
recent films such as Red, The
Warrior, Skanda, and Double
iSmart have not lived up to ex-
pectations commercially, put-
ting his career at a crucial
turning point.

According to reports, in-
stead of relying on an external
director, Ram has decided to
take matters into his own
hands. He is said to have devel-
oped a story himself and ini-
tially planned to collaborate

with another filmmaker. How-
ever, after reconsideration, he
reportedly chose to direct the
project on his own, believing
that no one understands his
strengths and weaknesses bet-
ter than he does.

The film is expected to be
produced under his home ban-
ner, with his family playing a
key role in backing the project.

tive involvement. The
project is likely to
showcase a more per-
sonal and tailored
approach, aimed at

audiences and re-
gaining his box of-
fice momentum.
There is also spec-
ulation that the film
could be titled The Lone

direction is seen as a natu-
ral extension of his crea-

Wolf, with Ram not only
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buzz, and more content is
likely to follow as the release
date approaches.

Industry observers note
that the timing of the re-
lease—post the IPL season—
could also work in the film’s
favour, as audience attention
shifts back to theatres. Com-
bined with a structured pro-
motional push, the makers
are aiming to position Peddi
as one of the biggest releas-
es of the year.

Overall, with a strong
cast, high production values,
and a well-planned market-
ing strategy, Peddi is
shaping up to be a major
cinematic event. The
coming weeks will be
crucial in determining
how effectively the pro-
motional campaign
translates into box office
success.

SNEHA SHAW
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This move aligns with a grow-
ing trend in Telugu cinema,
where actors are increasingly
taking charge of storytelling
and direction to shape their ca-
reers more directly.

Industry insiders suggest
that Ram has always been ac-
tively involved in the filmmak-
ing process, from script discus-
sions to execution. Taking up

MamithaBaiju Faces

Wrong Timing Phase |
Despite Rising

Popularity -

Actress MamithaBaiju, who
shot to fame with her breakout
performance in Premalu, is re-
portedly going through a chal-
lenging phase in 2026, with indus-
try observers pointing to “bad
timing” affecting her career
momentum.

After gaining widespread rec-
ognition and a strong fan base,
Mamitha quickly became one of
the most promising young talents
in South cinema. Her perfor-
mance in Premalu not only
earned critical acclaim but also
positioned her as a rising star
across Malayalam and Tamil
industries.

However, despite having multi-
ple projects lined up this year,
things have not entirely worked
in her favour. Several of her films
have faced issues ranging from
release delays to mixed recep-
tion, which has slowed down the
impact of her growing populari-
ty. Industry insiders suggest that
while she continues to bag big
projects, the timing of releases
and surrounding circumstances
have not been ideal.

One of the key setbacks has
been the troubles surrounding
Jana Nayagan, in which she stars
alongside Vijay. The film has
faced multiple hurdles, including
delays and even a piracy leak,
adding uncertainty to its release
and affecting buzz. Such develop-
ments can significantly impact
an actor’s visibility, especially
when attached to high-profile
projects.

At the same time, Mamitha has
remained active with other films,
including Bethlehem Kudum-
ba Unit and a project with ac-
tor Soori, reflecting that
demand for her talent
remains strong. How-
ever, the gap between }
releases and incon- /=
sistent outcomes |
have created a per-
ception that she is
not fully capitalis-
ing on her break-
through
success.

Adding to the chal-
lenges, she has also
been in the spotlight for
off-screen incidents and online
trolling, which, while not directly
affecting her career, contribute to
the noise around her public
image.

Despite these hurdles, industry
watchers believe this phase is
temporary. Mamitha still has a
solid lineup of films and contin-
ues to collaborate with top actors
and directors. Her talent and
screen presence remain her big-
gest strengths, and a well-timed
hit could quickly restore her up-
ward trajectory.

In essence, MamithaBaiju’s
current situation reflects how
timing can play a crucial role in
the film industry. Even with tal-
ent and opportunities, the suc- !
cess of a career often depends on .
how projects align with audience o
expectations and release i
windows.

"

directing but also writing
the script. However, an official
announcement is still awaited,
and more details are expected
to be revealed soon.

If confirmed, this will mark
Ram Pothineni’s debut as a di-
rector, making it one of the
most anticipated develop-
ments in Tollywood. The suc-
cess or failure of this ambi-
tious move could play a
defining role in shaping the
next phase of his career.

. o

‘C/0 Kancharapalem’Actress
Praneetha Patnaik Stuns Fans
with Bold Bikini Look

Actress Praneetha Patnaik, best known for her role
in C/o0 Kancharapalem, has grabbed attention on social
media after sharing her latest vacation pictures in a
bold bikini avatar. The photos have quickly gone viral,
surprising fans who are used to seeing her in more tra-
ditional on-screen roles.

Praneetha began her career with C/o Kanchara-
palem, where she played the innocent and simple char-
acter Bhargavi, earning praise for her natural perfor-
mance. She later gained recognition through films like
SitaRamam, where her acting further showcased her
versatility. Over time, she has appeared in several pro-
jects, including Eagle, KumariSrimathi, RichiGadiPel-
li, and Net.

Despite her image as a traditional and soft-spoken
character on screen, Praneetha appears to embrace a
more modern and bold persona in real life. Her recent
Goa vacation pictures, where she is seen enjoying time
with friends, have particularly caught attention.
Dressed in a two-piece bikini, the actress showcased a
glamorous side that many fans had not seen before.

The transformation has sparked strong reactions on-
line. Many fans expressed surprise at her sudden shift
from “girl-next-door” roles to a more daring look, while
others appreciated her confidence and style. Social me-
dia platforms have been buzzing with comments, with
users praising her boldness and fitness.

The viral photos also highlight a broader trend in the
film industry, where actresses often break away from
their on-screen image to express their individuality off-
screen. Praneetha’s latest appearance reflects this
evolving dynamic, showing that actors are not confined
to the roles they portray.

Currently, Praneetha is focusing on supporting roles
and continues to stay active in the industry. Alongside
her film career, she is also maintaining a strong pres-
ence on social media, where she frequently shares
glimpses of her personal life and travels.

Overall, her latest bikini photos have not only created
a buzz but also reinforced her evolving image as an ac-
tress who is comfortable balancing both traditional and
modern identities.
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