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Political Turmoil Rocks BJP in Telangana
Over Fund Misuse Allegations

Srikanth Gurram

political storm is brewing

within the Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party in Telangana,

as internal conflicts and

allegations of financial
irregularities threaten to de-
rail the party’s ambitions
ahead of upcoming elections.
Instead of focusing on
strengthening the party, lead-
ers appear to be locked in a bit-
ter power struggle, exchanging
letters and accusations that
have now reached the party’s
central leadership in New
Delhi.

At the heart of the contro-
versy lies the alleged diversion
of municipal election funds.
Large sums reportedly sent
from the central leadership for
election expenses are said to
have failed to reach candidates
at the grassroots level. The is-
sue has escalated to such an
extent that senior party leader
B. L. Santhosh has stepped in
to oversee the situation, signal-
ing the seriousness of the
crisis.

The party high command
has sought detailed accounts
of every rupee released from
Delhi, raising questions over
how much money actually
reached candidates and how
much may have been siphoned
off by intermediaries. The
scrutiny has reportedly creat-
ed panic among several leaders
accused of mismanaging
funds.

Adding fuel to the fire is a
confidential report submitted
by Telangana in-charge Abhay
Patil. The report allegedly
points to a lack of transparen-
cy in fund distribution and
suggests that some senior lead-
ers may have diverted party
funds for personal use. Based
on these findings, the high
command is said to be prepar-
ing strict disciplinary action,
with speculation rife within
party circles about who might
face consequences.

The controversy has also had
serious repercussions at the
grassroots level. Several candi-
dates who contested elections
reportedly did so on borrowed
money, expecting party funds
that never arrived. In one
alarming instance, a candidate
from the Palamuru region al-
legedly attempted suicide due
to mounting debts, intensify-

ing outrage among party
workers.

Meanwhile, some leaders are
believed to have submitted in-
flated or fabricated expense re-
ports in a bid to cover up dis-
crepancies. However, the
central leadership is reported-
ly verifying expenditures
through digital records and
field-level inquiries, indicating
that any irregularities could
soon be exposed.

The situation has been fur-
ther aggravated by remarks
from suspended BJP leader T.
Raja Singh, who openly ac-
cused state leaders of misap-
propriating central funds. He
claimed to have written to Un-
ion Home Minister Amit Shah,
demanding a thorough investi-
gation into election funding
since 2014. His statements have
gone viral on social media, in-
tensifying pressure on the par-

ty leadership.

At the same time, internal
divisions have spilled into the
open, with a war of words be-
tween MP Dharmapuri Arvind
and Rajya Sabha member K.
Laxman. Their public ex-
change of allegations has
shocked party cadres, who are
increasingly disillusioned by
the infighting.

Observers warn that such in-
ternal discord could severely
impact the BJP’s prospects in
Telangana. With leaders en-
gaged in ego battles and fac-
tionalism, party workers at the
grassroots feel neglected and
demoralized. Many question
how the party can challenge
the ruling establishment when
it is grappling with internal
chaos.Sources indicate that the
BJP high command is taking
the matter seriously and may
initiate a sweeping cleanup op-
eration before the next Assem-
bly elections. Leaders found
guilty of financial misconduct,
indiscipline, or actions damag-
ing the party’s image are un-
likely to be spared.

As the crisis deepens, the
BJP in Telangana stands at a
critical crossroads. Whether
the leadership can restore or-
der, ensure accountability, and
reunite the party remains to be
seen. For now, all eyes are on
the high command’s next
move—and on who will bear
the brunt of the impending
action.

Ambedkar’s Vision Guides
Governance: CM Revanth Redd

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

hief Minister Revanth

Reddy highlighted the en-

during relevance of B. R.

Ambedkar during the

135th birth anniversary
celebrations, stating that his
ideas continue to shape gov-
ernance and public policy in
the country.

Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister said that
while Mahatma Gandhi dem-
onstrated that battles could be
won through non-violence, it
was Ambedkar who showed
how a nation could be gov-
erned as a model for the world
through a strong constitution-
al framework. He described
Gandhi and Ambedkar as the
“two eyes of the nation,” both
playing equally important
roles in India’s progress.

Revanth Reddy said Ambed-
kar firmly believed that educa-
tion is the key to transforming
lives and emphasised that the
present government is commit-
ted to carrying forward his vi-
sion through people-centric
governance. He noted that

Ambedkar’s ideology forms
the foundation of democratic
administration.

Referring to the formation of
Telangana, he stated that Arti-
cle 3 of the Constitution ena-
bled the creation of the state,
and acknowledged the role of
national leadership in the pro-
cess. He also highlighted the
contributions of weaker sec-
tions in the Telangana move-
ment and paid tribute to cul-
tural icons like Gaddar and
lyricist Andesri for inspiring
the movement through their
work.

The Chief Minister said that
the current government has
prioritised Dalits, Adivasis,
Backward Classes, and minori-
ties across sectors. He pointed
out initiatives such as in-
creased diet charges in govern-
ment hostels, expansion of ed-
ucational opportunities, and
the establishment of Young
India Integrated Schools and
Telangana Public Schools to
ensure quality education for
all.

He further stated that a sig-
nificant number of houses un-
der the Indiramma housing

-
scheme have been allotted to
SC, ST, and other disadvan-
taged communities, and that a
majority of jobs have been pro-
vided to these sections.
Raising concerns over na-
tional issues, Revanth Reddy
alleged that attempts are being
made to undermine democrat-

ic values and warned against
policies that could disadvan-
tage southern states, particu-
larly in terms of parliamenta-
ry seat allocation. He called for
collective efforts to protect de-
mocracy and ensure equitable
representation.

Emphasising public respon-

sibility, he said that safeguard-
ing democracy and people’s
governance is a shared duty.
The Chief Minister urged citi-
zens to support progressive
policies and continue working
towards an inclusive and equi-
table society inspired by
Ambedkar’s ideals.

CM Calls for Fight on Seat Allocation, Slams BJP and BRS

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

hief Minister Revanth
Reddy called for a sus-
tained struggle against
the Union Government,
demanding an increase
in parliamentary seats for
southern states based on the
pro-rata principle during the
delimitation process.
Speaking at the 135th birth
anniversary celebrations of B.
R. Ambedkar, the Chief Minis-
ter warned that the proposed
50 percent seat increase for-
mula would lead to grave in-
justice for Southern India. He
alleged that the Centre is at-
tempting to reduce the repre-

sentation of southern states
under the guise of population-
based expansion.

Revanth Reddy expressed
concern that such a move
would adversely impact wom-
en, Scheduled Castes (SCs),
and Scheduled Tribes (STs),
reducing their representation
in legislative bodies. He ques-
tioned whether Union Minis-
ters are aware of the implica-
tions of such decisions and
urged collective resistance to
protect the interests of south-
ern states.

The Chief Minister also
criticised the previous BRS
government, stating that its
leaders failed to pay homage to
Ambedkar during their ten-

year rule. He targeted former
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, alleging that
he disrespected democratic in-
stitutions by not attending As-
sembly sessions and thereby
insulting the Speaker.

Emphasising his govern-
ment’s commitment to social
justice, Revanth Reddy said
that the “people’s govern-
ment” has accorded top prior-
ity to Dalit empowerment. He
questioned whether Dalits are
not entitled to hold key posi-
tions such as Finance or
Health Minister and asserted
that his administration has
brought a shift toward inclu-
sivity and respect.

He appealed to Dalit com-

munities to reject the BRS, ac-
cusing it of betraying their
interests. The Chief Minister
alleged that certain leaders
are attempting to undermine
the government’s efforts to up-
lift weaker sections.
Recalling the contributions
of Mahatma Gandhi and
Ambedkar, he described them
as the “two eyes of the na-
tion,” highlighting their equal
role in shaping India. He also
paid tribute to revolutionary
singer Gaddar and poet An-
desrifor their contributions to
the Telangana movement.
The Chief Minister reiter-
ated that education is the key
to transformation and said
that the government has in-

creased diet charges in hos-
tels, launched Young India In-
tegrated Schools, and
introduced Telangana Public
Schools to ensure quality
education.

He added that 4.5 lakh In-
diramma houses have been
distributed, with a majority
benefiting Dalits and tribal
communities, and that 87 per-
cent of jobs have been provid-
ed to SC, ST, BC, and minority
groups.

Revanth Reddy concluded
by stating that safeguarding
democracy and people-centric
governance is a collective re-
sponsibility and urged citi-
zens to support progressive
initiatives.

Bhatti Vikramarka
Urges Cadres to

Take Cong

réss

Ideology to People

Khammam, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

elangana Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka empha-

sised the need to up-

hold the core princi-
ples of the Congress party
while addressing the
Khammam District Con-
gress Committee (DCC)
and Khammam Corpora-
tion executive swearing-in
ceremony.

He said it was a matter
of pride that the oath-tak-
ing ceremony of DCC lead-
ers was held on the birth
anniversary of B. R.
Ambedkar, highlighting
the party’s commitment to
constitutional values and
social justice. He noted
that leaders today hold po-
sitions due to the freedom
achieved for the country
and the Constitution
framed by Ambedkar.

Bhatti Vikramarka stat-
ed that the Congress party
has a rich history that the
BJP cannot match. He add-
ed that securing positions
in such a historic party is
an honour and comes with
the responsibility of tak-
ing its ideology and pro-
grammes to the people.

He urged party workers
to actively communicate
the government’s welfare
schemes and development
initiatives at the grass-
roots level. He alleged that
opposition parties are at-
tempting to defame the

Congress despite the gov-
ernment implementing
several welfare pro-
grammes for farmers and
poor people.

Highlighting key
achievements, he said that
the government has pro-
vided around 4.5 lakh In-
diramma houses to benefi-
ciaries across the state. He
added that fine rice is be-
ing distributed to all ra-
tion card holders and that
interest-free loans are be-
ing extended to women
through banks.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister also announced that
the government is intro-
ducing an insurance
scheme under “Indiram-
ma Bharosa” for every
family, stating that such an
initiative is unique in the
country.

He reiterated that de-
spite continuous criticism
from the opposition, the
Congress government is
focused on development
and welfare. He called
upon party cadres to en-
sure that these initiatives
reach every household.

Bhatti Vikramarka as-
sured that the party would
recognise and honour eve-
ry worker who performs
well and contributes to
strengthening the organi-
sation. He also stated that
all those who worked to-
wards the party’s success
in the district over the past
decade would be duly
acknowledged.

CM Revanth Reddy Writes to PM
Narendra Modi on Delimitation

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau:

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has written a detailed
letter to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, urging that exten-
sive national-level consulta-
tions be held to ensure that
southern states are not subject-
ed to injustice in the process of
increasing parliamentary
constituencies.

The Chief Minister request-
ed the Prime Minister to con-
vene an all-party meeting in-
volving all political parties and
states, emphasizing that such a
crucial decision should be tak-
en only after building a broad
consensus. He noted that the
issue has a significant impact
on the future of Indian democ-
racy and therefore requires a
responsible and urgent
approach.

Revanth Reddy clarified that
women’s reservation, delimita-
tion, and the increase in Lok
Sabha seats are three distinct
issues and should not be linked
together, as doing so creates
confusion among the public.
He reiterated that the Indian
National Congress fully sup-
ports the Women’s Reservation
Bill and demanded immediate
implementation of 33% reser-
vation for women within the
existing 543 Lok Sabha seats,
as well as in all state
assemblies.

On delimitation, he recalled
that in the past, the process
was conducted by altering con-
stituency boundaries without
increasing the number of
seats. He suggested that a simi-
lar approach could be adopted
Nnow.

However, he expressed seri-
ous concern over the proposal
to increase Lok Sabha seats to
850, particularly if done on a
pro-rata or population basis.
He warned that such a move
would disadvantage southern
states, including Telangana,

which have made significant
progress in population control,
healthcare, and human devel-
opment over the decades.

The Chief Minister pointed
out that leaders like Indira
Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee had previously deferred
such decisions to maintain na-
tional balance. He cautioned
that implementing seat in-
creases purely on population
could disturb the federal equi-
librium and weaken national
unity.

Revanth Reddy proposed a
“hybrid model,” suggesting
that half of the new seats be al-
located on a pro-rata basis and
the remaining based on eco-
nomic contribution (GSDP)
and development indicators.
He stressed that this approach
would ensure fairness while
preserving democratic
representation.

He concluded by urging the
Centre to engage in meaning-
ful dialogue and arrive at a so-
lution that upholds the unity
and diversity of India while
ensuring justice for all
regions.
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Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

State Transport and BC Wel-
fare Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar has appealed to RTC em-
ployees to withdraw their
proposed strike, stating that
the government is fully pre-
pared to resolve their issues
through dialogue.

The minister said that the
government remains open to
discussions and that its doors
are always open for employees
to present their grievances. He
clarified that matters related to
the merger of RTC with the
government and issues con-
cerning labour unions fall
within the government’s pur-
view, while all other employee
concerns can be addressed
through mutual discussions.

Highlighting recent meas-
ures, Ponnam Prabhakar stat-
ed that a 2.1 percent Dearness
Allowance (DA) has already
been implemented for RTC em-
ployees and that there are cur-
rently no pending DA arrears.
He also mentioned that the gov-
ernment is considering the Pay
Revision Commission (PRC)
for employees, reaffirming its
commitment to their welfare.

step: Ministe

Khammam, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Revenue, Housing
and Information Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivasa Reddy called
upon Congress workers to take
government welfare pro-
grammes to every household,
stating that the government is
undertaking large-scale devel-
opment but needs to communi-
cate it more effectively to the
public.

Speaking at the district and
city Congress executive swear-
ing-in ceremony held at the
party office in Khammam, the
minister said that previous rul-
ers exaggerated small achieve-
ments, while the present gov-
ernment is carrying out major
development but is lagging in
taking it to the people. He
urged party workers to step up
efforts and explain welfare
schemes to every family.

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy
said that the government led
by Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy is built on the hard work
of party workers. He stated
that despite financial con-
straints, the government is
committed to fulfilling every
promise made to the people
and is working with the aim of
improving the lives of the poor.

He emphasised that party
workers are the foundation of
the government and must work

Take Welfare

The minister recalled that
the previous government had
constituted a committee on
September 9, 2023, to examine
the RTC merger issue. Howev-
er, he noted that the process
was rushed just before the elec-

D A
EveryDoor-

r Ponguleti

responsib®”to strengthen it.
He encouraged them to stay
connected with the public and
ensure that the benefits of wel-
fare schemes reach all
sections.

Criticising the opposition,
he said that parties which
ruled the state for ten years are
unable to accept their defeat
and are spreading misleading
information. He expressed con-
fidence that people will not be-
lieve such claims.

He added that if party work-
ers effectively communicate
the government’s development
and welfare initiatives, the
Congress party’s success will
continue.

The event was held in the
presence of TPCC President
Mahesh Kumar Goud, with
District Congress Committee
President Nuthi Satyanaraya-
na Goud presiding. Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka, MP Ramasahayam
Raghuram Reddy, ML As Ram-
das Naik and Matta Ragamay-
ee Dayanand, along with other
leaders and party members, at-
tended the programme.

The swearing-in ceremony
of the new district and city
Congress executive members
was held in a festive atmos-
phere, marking a renewed fo-
cus on strengthening the party
at the grassroots level.

tion schedule was announced.
He explained that due to suc-
cessive election codes, includ-
ing Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections, the current govern-
ment had limited time to take
comprehensive decisions.

TELANGANA

Minister Urges RTCWorkers to Call Off Strike

He further stated that within
48 hours of assuming office,
the present government intro-
duced the Mahalakshmi
scheme, providing free bus
travel for women, which has
strengthened RTC services. He

revealed that more than 90 de-
pots are now running in profit,
compared to earlier concerns
about the corporation’s sus-
tainability Emphasising the
government’s priorities, the
minister said that protecting
the RTC institution, ensuring
employee welfare, and provid-
ing better services to passen-
gers remain key focus areas.
He added that a detailed study
by the committee is necessary
before taking any final deci-
sion on employee merger, con-
sidering the state’s financial
position.The minister also
pointed out significant finan-
cial improvements, including
reduction of Provident Fund
dues from Rs 1,205 crore to Rs
600 crore and CCS dues from Rs
690 crore to Rs 300 crore. Addi-
tionally, 2,978 new buses have
been introduced, and 1,134 jobs
have been provided on compas-
sionate grounds.Stating that
RTC is gradually recovering,
Ponnam Prabhakar said a
strike at this stage would in-
convenience both the organisa-
tion and the public. He urged
employees to reconsider their
decision and resolve issues am-
icably through discussions.

MP Vamsi Krishna Slams
Delimitation ‘Injustice’ on
Ambedkar Jayanti

Peddapalli, April 14:

On the occasion of the 135th
birth anniversary of B. R.
Ambedkar, Peddapalli MP
Gaddam Vamsi Krishna vowed
to raise a strong voice in Par-
liament against what he
termed as the BJP’s “delimita-
tion conspiracy” against Tel-
angana and the southern
states. The MP visited multiple
locations across his constitu-
ency, garlanded statues of
Ambedkar, former MP Kaka
Venkataswamy, and former
Andhra Pradesh Speaker D.
Sripada Rao, and paid rich
tributes.Addressing a rally or-
ganised by Dalit groups in Ped-
dapalli, Vamsi Krishna
stressed that the delimitation
of constituencies must be car-
ried out fairly, ensuring equal
justice to all regions. He al-
leged that the BJP-led Union

government is attempting to
manipulate the process to ben-
efit northern states while dis-
advantaging the southern
states.“The Constitution draft-
ed by Dr. Ambedkar must be
protected. Any attempt to mis-
use delimitation for political
gains will be opposed strongly.
We will fight this issue consti-
tutionally in Parliament,” he
asserted.He also questioned
the Centre over alleged dispar-
ities in fund allocation to Tel-
angana and criticised Union
Minister G. Kishan Reddy for
remaining silent on the issue.
Highlighting regional de-
mands, the MP called for in-
creasing the Singareni pension
to 10,000 per month, establish-
ment of an ESI hospital, and
development of an airport in
Ramagundam. He further de-
manded that Singareni work-

ersreceive benefits on par with
Coal India employees.

Later, in Godavarikhani,
Vamsi Krishna garlanded the
Ambedkar statue near the Mu-
nicipal Office. Members of the
Ambedkar Association
thanked him for allocating 50
lakh from MPLADS funds for
constructing a new Ambedkar
Bhavan. In Manthani, the MP
paid tributes to leaders and re-
called their contributions to
regional development. He em-
phasized that education re-
mains the key to progress, ech-
oing Ambedkar’s vision.

Reaffirming his commit-
ment, Vamsi Krishna said he
would continue to fight for the
rights of the poor and weaker
sections, ensuring justice and
development in line with
Ambedkar’s ideals.

Spiritual Fervour at Narayanapuram as

Minister Po

Kallur, April 14 | TPN Bu-
reau:

arayanapuram village in

Kallur mandal was filled

with devotion and spiritu-

al energy as Telangana

Revenue, Housing and In-
formation Minister Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy organized a
grand recital of the Hanuman
Chalisa at his residence on
Tuesday.

The minister’s home turned
into a spiritual venue as the
chanting of hymns dedicated
to Lord Hanuman created a
peaceful and divine atmos-
phere. The event witnessed the
participation of family mem-
bers, relatives, and close asso-

ciates, all joining together in
prayer and devotion.

Family Participation in
Rituals

L

Minister Ponguleti Sriniva-
sa Reddy, along with his wife
Madhuri, performed special
prayers with devotion. The cer-

emony was held in the pres-
ence of his mother Swarajyam,
adding emotional and tradi-
tional significance to the event.
His brother Prasad Reddy and
sister-in-law Srilakshmi also
participated actively in the
chanting.As the family mem-
bers collectively recited the
Hanuman Chalisa, the sur-
roundings echoed with spiritu-
al vibrations, creating a sense
of unity and peace among the
participants.

Prayers for Public Welfare

The recital was conducted
not only as a spiritual practice
but also with the intention of
praying for the welfare and
prosperity of the people. Devo-

nguleti Hosts Hanuman Chalisa Recital

oy B i

tees sought the blessings of
Lord Hanuman for peace, hap-
piness, and well-being across
the state.The ministerhigh-
lighted the importance of such
spiritual gatherings in promot-
ing harmony and positivity in
society. He stated that collec-
tive prayers strengthen com-
munity bonds and inspire indi-
viduals to work towards the
greater good.The event con-
cluded with participants ex-
pressing their happiness and
gratitude for being part of the
sacred occasion. They believed
that the blessings of Lord Ha-
numan would bring prosperity;,
peace, and positive energy to
everyone.
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Tribute to Ambedkar
in Medchal

Medchal, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) Af-
fairs In-charge Meenakshi Na-
tarajan and senior TPCC
spokesperson and former DCC
president Singireddy Hari-
vardhan Reddy paid rich trib-
utes to B. R. Ambedkar on the
occasion of his 135th birth an-
niversary.The programme was
organised in Medchal-Malkaj-
giri district under the leader-
ship of District Congress Com-
mittee President Thotakura
Vajresh Yadav. As part of the
celebrations, a blood donation
camp and a community meal
programme were conducted in
a Dalit locality, with participa-
tion from party leaders, work-
ers, and local residents.

Addressing the gathering,
Meenakshi Natarajan de-
scribed Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as
a great leader who ensured
freedom and rights for weaker
sections through the Indian
Constitution. She said that
Ambedkar, through his vision
and writings, provided the val-

i

Kishan Reddy Bats for

ues of equality, justice, and lib-
erty to the people of the
country.

She emphasised that Ambed-
kar’s ideals continue to guide
society and called upon people,
especially the youth, to follow
his principles in building an
inclusive and progressive
nation.

Several senior leaders at-
tended the programme, includ-
ing former MLA Mallipedi
Sudheer Reddy, Koona Srisail-
am Goud, and state Congress
leader Nakka Prabhakar Goud.
Kukatpally constituency in-
charge Bandi Ramesh also par-
ticipated in the event.

Congress leaders and work-
ers from divisions 297, 298, and
299, along with representatives
of affiliated organisations,
public representatives, and a
large number of local resi-
dents, took part in the pro-
gramme.The event concluded
with a call to work towards so-
cial equality and the uplift-
ment of marginalised commu-
nities in line with Ambedkar’s
vision.

men’s

Reservation, Slams Congress
Over Delimitation Remarks

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau:

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Tuesday announced
that the Centre is set to take
forward the implementation of
33% reservation for women in
legislative bodies, with key dis-
cussions scheduled in Parlia-
ment on April 16, 17, and 18.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the minister said the
Women’s Reservation Bill is
aimed at empowering nearly 75
crore women in the country
and ensuring their dignity,
rights, and participation in
governance. He emphasized
that the move is not merely a
law but a significant step to-
wards strengthening democ-
racy and promoting women’s
empowerment.

Kishan Reddy stated that
both delimitation and women’s
reservation are constitutional
processes and not decisions
taken by any single political
party. He noted that the de-
mand for women’s reservation
has been pending for over five
decades, adding that while the
bill was passed in the Rajya
Sabha in 2010 during the Con-
gress regime, it could not be
implemented at that time.

Highlighting the Centre’s
commitment, he credited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for taking decisive steps
on key national issues, includ-
ing Article 370 abrogation, Tri-
ple Talaq legislation, GST im-

plementation, and
strengthening internal
security.

The Union Minister also re-
sponded strongly to criticism
from Telangana Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy and other
opposition leaders regarding
delimitation. He rejected
claims that southern states
would face injustice, clarifying
that the Centre is working on a
balanced approach to ensure
no region is disadvantaged.

He said the government
plans to increase seats based
on the current structure, en-
suring proportional represen-
tation without harming south-
ern states. Criticizing
Congress, Kishan Reddy al-
leged that the party has a his-
tory of undermining regional
leadership and making incon-
sistent arguments on key na-
tional issues.

He further questioned the
opposition’s stance, stating
that raising unnecessary con-
troversies over sensitive issues
like delimitation is not con-
structive. Instead, he called for
meaningful discussions and
cooperation to ensure the
smooth passage of the Wom-
en’s Reservation Bill.

Kishan Reddy urged all po-
litical parties to support the
bill in the larger interest of de-
mocracy and women’s empow-
erment, stating that the final
decision on leadership and rep-
resentation ultimately lies
with the people.
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Jagga Reddy Spea

POLITICS

ks on

Sangareddy Development,
Slams BRS and BJP

Hyderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

Congress leader and TPCC
Working President Jagga Red-
dy made a series of remarks on
development, state politics,
and opposition parties while
addressing the media.

He said he had been confined
to Sangareddy due to munici-
pal elections and has been
working continuously for par-
ty workers. He noted that it has
been 104 days since he last vis-
ited Gandhi Bhavan and added
that he has invited Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy to San-
gareddy. According to him, the
Chief Minister is expected to
visit either by April 30 or in
May, and a review meeting on
development works will be
held on April 21.

Jagga Reddy stated that he
has distributed house site pat-
tas to around 10,000 poor peo-
ple and plans to provide anoth-
er 15,000 beneficiaries with
house sites. He alleged that
lands earlier allocated to the
poor were reassigned during
the BRS government’s tenure.

Raising concerns over delim-
itation, he said southern states,

A V.

including Telangana, would
suffer losses and alleged that
there is a conspiracy to weaken
their political representation.
He criticised the BJP, claiming
its leaders are unable to re-
spond effectively on such is-
sues, while adding that the
Congress allows leaders to ex-
press their views freely, citing
Sonia Gandhi as an example.

He also dismissed the criti-
cism of BJP leader Bandi San-
jay Kumar, stating that his
comments need not be taken
seriously and are limited to po-
litical criticism.

KTR Slams
Congress,Pays
Tributeto

Ambedkar Statue

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

BRS Working President K. T.
Rama Rao strongly criticised
the Congress government, al-
leging that the Ambedkar stat-
ue in Hyderabad was “restrict-
ed” and that the government
acted only after pressure from
the BRS.

KTR, along with party
MLAs, MLCs, and senior lead-
ers, took out a large convoy
from Telangana Bhavan to the
125-foot statue of B. R. Ambed-
kar located near Hussain Sa-
gar. They paid floral tributes
and raised slogans remember-
ing Ambedkar’s ideals.

Speaking to the media after
the event, KTR recalled that
the statue, one of the tallest in
the world, was installed during
the tenure of former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao as a mark of respect to
Ambedkar. He said that the ide-
ology of “Educate, Organise,
Agitate” inspired the Telanga-
na movement.

He stated that the BRS gov-
ernment had not only hon-
oured Ambedkar symbolically
but also implemented welfare
measures such as establishing
over 1,000 gurukul schools for
Dalit students and naming the

State Secretariat after Babasa-
heb Ambedkar.

Launching a sharp attack on
the current Congress govern-
ment, KTR alleged that the
statue had been neglected
since 2024 and was effectively
kept inaccessible. He claimed
that it was only after BRS is-
sued warnings two weeks ago
that the government initiated
official celebrations.

He further criticised the
Congress for failing to deliver
on its promises to Dalits. He
said that while the previous
BRS government provided fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 10
lakh to Dalit families, the Con-
gress had promised Rs 12 lakh
but had not delivered on that
commitment.

KTR asserted that the BRS
would continue its struggle in-
spired by Ambedkar’s ideals
until the implementation of
various declarations related to
SC, ST, BC, and farmers’ wel-
fare.After the tribute pro-
gramme, KTR and other public
representatives visited the mu-
seum located beneath the stat-
ue, where they observed exhib-
its related to Ambedkar’s life
and contributions.A large
number of party leaders and
workers participated in the
programme.

Responding to allegations,
Jagga Reddy challenged critics
to provide evidence of any land
dealings involving him in the
past two-and-a-half years, stat-
ing that no irregularities have
been found. He warned that if
fresh allegations are made by
BRS leaders, including T. Har-
ish Rao, he would expose their
activities.

Herejected claims regarding
corruption in mobile phone
procurement, stating that such
purchases follow proper tender
procedures. He accused BRS

leaders of making baseless al-
legations due to lack of
issues.

On internal party matters,
Jagga Reddy clarified that he
himself had proposed the
name of Mahesh Kumar Goud
for the TPCC chief post and
said leaders from all communi-
ties supported his appoint-
ment. He stressed unity among
communities and warned
against attempts to create
divisions.

He also supported the con-
tinuation of Minister Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy in the
Cabinet and suggested that Ra-
jagopal Reddy should also be
included.

Commenting on the cost of
elections, he said politics has
become expensive, with huge
amounts required to win elec-
tions. He further alleged that
during the previous BRS re-
gime, key positions were domi-
nated by certain sections, and
questioned why such issues
were not raised earlier.

Jagga Reddy concluded by
stating that political allega-
tions are common, but urged
focus on development and pub-
lic welfare.

WorkTowards Realising Ambed-
kar’s Ideals: Minister Pqngulgti

Kallur, April 14 | TPN Bu-
reau:

Telangana Revenue, Housing
and Information Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivasa Reddy called
upon people to strive towards
achieving the ideals of B. R.
Ambedkar, the architect of the
Indian Constitution, on the oc-
casion of his birth
anniversary.

Participating in the 135th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions, the minister garlanded
Ambedkar’s statue at the main
center in Kallur mandal and
paid rich tributes on Tuesday.

Addressing the gathering,
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy said
that Ambedkar’s contributions
towards the upliftment of mar-
ginalized and weaker sections
of society are unforgettable.
He emphasized that the rights
guaranteed by the Constitution
have played a crucial role in
ensuring justice and equality
for underprivileged
communities.

The minister highlighted
that Ambedkar dedicated his
life to social justice, equality;,
and empowerment, and urged
everyone to follow his vision in
building an inclusive and pro-
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gressive society.

He further stated that it is
the responsibility of every citi-
zen to uphold constitutional
values and work collectively
for the welfare of all sections
of society.

Sathupalli ML A Matta Raga-
mayi Dayanand, District Col-
lector Durishetty Anudeep,
along with public representa-
tives, officials from various de-
partments, political leaders,
and local residents, participat-
ed in the programme.

The event concluded with
tributes and a renewed com-
mitment from participants to
carry forward the ideals of Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar for a just
and equitable society.

Hyderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

eaders of the

Bharat Rashtra

Samithi (BRS), in-

cluding K. T. Rama

Rao and R. S.
Praveen Kumar, paid rich trib-
utes to B. R. Ambedkar on the
occasion of his 135th birth an-
niversary at Telangana
Bhavan.

The leaders offered floral
tributes to Ambedkar’s por-
trait and recalled his immense
contribution as the architect
of the Indian Constitution.
Speaking on the occasion, R. S.
Praveen Kumar stated that
Ambedkar and the Constitu-
tion are inseparable, emphasiz-
ing that the unity and integrity
of the country are preserved
because of the Constitution
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BRS Leaders Pay Tribute to
Ambedkar at Telangana Bhavan

drafted by him.

He noted that the formation
of Telangana was made possi-
ble through Article 3 of the
Constitution, a point often
highlighted by former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao. He added that Telangana
has given unparalleled respect
to Ambedkar compared to oth-
er parts of the country.

Praveen Kumar further stat-
ed that initiatives taken during
the previous BRS government,
particularly in education, have
enabled students from Telan-
gana to pursue studies abroad.
He highlighted the establish-
ment of more than a thousand
residential gurukul schools
aimed at empowering students
from disadvantaged back-
grounds and shaping them into
capable citizens.

Raising concerns, he alleged

that the Constitution is under
threat and that attempts are be-
ing made to weaken its princi-
ples. He criticised recent devel-
opments affecting reservation
policies and expressed concern
over issues related to social
justice and equality.

He also spoke about the need
to safeguard constitutional
rights and ensure justice for all
sections of society. Referring to
recent incidents, he stated that
such developments highlight
the importance of protecting
democratic values and uphold-
ing the spirit of the
Constitution.

Several BRS leaders and par-
ty members attended the pro-
gramme, reaffirming their
commitment to follow Ambed-
kar’s ideals and work towards
social justice, equality, and
empowerment.

BRS Leaders Observe Ambedkar
Jayanti at Telangana Bhavan

Hyderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

eaders of the

Bharat Rashtra

Samithi (BRS), in-

cluding K. T. Rama

Rao, paid floral
tributes to B. R. Ambedkar
during the 135th birth anniver-
sary celebrations held at Telan-
gana Bhavan.

Former Minister Koppula
Eshwar, who attended the pro-
gramme, said that Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar has not received the
level of recognition he truly
deserves. He stated that the for-
mation of Telangana State be-
came possible through Article
3 of the Indian Constitution,
underlining Ambedkar’s role
in shaping the country’s demo-

cratic framework.

He noted that the installa-
tion of a 125-foot Ambedkar
statue in Telangana reflects
the respect given to the great
leader. He added that leaders
must continue to uphold and
promote Ambedkar’s ideals in
society.

Eshwar said that future lead-
ers like K. T. Rama Rao should
closely examine the living con-
ditions of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. He em-
phasised that understanding
ground realities in these com-
munities is essential for ensur-
ing social justice and inclusive
development.

He credited former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao for introducing gurukul
schools and welfare schemes

aimed at empowering under-
privileged sections, particular-
ly SC communities. According
to him, these initiatives have
provided confidence and op-
portunities to weaker
sections.

He also alleged that the Con-
gress party had failed to deliv-
er justice to Scheduled Castes
in the past. Expressing confi-
dence in the party’s future, he
said the BRS would return to
power under the leadership of
K. Chandrashekar Rao, who
played a key role in achieving
Telangana statehood.

Several BRS leaders and par-
ty members attended the pro-
gramme and reiterated their
commitment to Ambedkar’s
ideals of equality, social jus-
tice, and empowerment.

Mahesh Kumar Goud Targets
KTR at Khammam Meet

Khammam, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

elangana Pradesh

Congress Commit-

tee (TPCC) Presi-

dent Mahesh Ku-

mar Goud
criticised BRS leader K. T.
Rama Rao while addressing
the District Congress Commit-
tee (DCC) executive meeting in
Khammam.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Mahesh Kumar Goud said that
people in Telangana will not
support K. T. Rama Rao and
claimed that public sentiment
has shifted against him. He re-
ferred to KTR’s proposed pa-
dayatra and said that before

starting such a political cam-
paign, he should first respond
to the allegations made by his
sister.

He stated that serious allega-
tions have been raised regard-
ing his family members and
associates, and demanded that
KTR clarify all those issues.
“He should answer those alle-
gations first and then begin his
padayatra,” he said.

The TPCC president said
that the Congress party has a
long history of sacrifices and
is continuously working for
the welfare of the people. He al-
leged that while the Congress
government is implementing
welfare schemes, the BRS is
trying to create obstacles and

prevent benefits from reaching
the people.

Mahesh Kumar Goud admin-
istered the oath to the Kham-
mam district Congress execu-
tive members at the party
office. Following the ceremony,
a community meal was organ-
ised at Ambedkar Bhavan.

Deputy Chief Minister Bhat-
ti Vikramarka and Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy also
participated in the programme
and joined party leaders and
workers.

The event was attended by
several Congress leaders,
workers, and supporters,
marking efforts to strengthen
the party at the grassroots lev-
el in the district.

Congress Confident of Clean Sweep in Tamil
Nadu: Uttam Kumar Reddy

oty, Nilgiris Dis-

trict, Tamil Nadu:

Telangana Irri-

gation and Civil

Supplies Minis-

ter N. Uttam Kumar Reddy ex-

pressed strong confidence that

the Indian National Congress

will achieve a clean sweep in

all the seats it is contesting in

alliance with the Dravida Mun-

netra Kazhagam (DMK) in Ta-
mil Nadu.

Addressing an election cam-
paign meeting in Ooty, the min-
ister said the growing popular-
ity of Rahul Gandhi among the
people of Tamil Nadu is a clear
indicator of the Congress par-
ty’s strong prospects in the on-
going elections.

Uttam Kumar Reddy, who
has been appointed as a star
campaigner, has been exten-
sively touring the state and
participating in multiple cam-
paign events. On Tuesday, he
attended a public meeting in
the Ooty constituency, where
he campaigned for Congress

candidate B. Ramachandran.
He assured that if elected,
the Congress party would fo-
cus on preserving the unique
identity of Ooty while acceler-
ating its development. Special
emphasis, he said, would be

placed on protecting the inter-

ests of tea plantation farmers,
who form the backbone of the
local economy.The minister
also called upon voters to reject
the strategies of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which is

attempting to expand its pres-

ence in Tamil Nadu. He urged
people to safeguard the state’s
rich culture and traditions by
supporting the DMK-Congress
alliance.

Reaffirming his confidence,

Uttam Kumar Reddy stated
that the DMK-Congress alli-
ance would return to power in
Tamil Nadu. He said the Con-
gress is contesting 28 seats as
part of the alliance and ex-
pressed optimism that the par-
ty would secure convincing
victories in all of them.

He added that internal sur-
veys also indicate a significant
increase in the vote share and
winning margins of Congress
candidates compared to previ-
ous elections. In constituencies
like Ooty, he predicted that the
party would achieve an unex-
pectedly large majority.

The minister credited party
leaders and cadre for their co-
ordinated efforts at the grass-
roots level, ensuring effective
campaign management across
the state. He concluded by as-
suring that once the alliance
returns to power, special focus
will be given to infrastructure
development in Ooty and other
regions.
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CBIT to Host POSH Awareness
Session ‘SHIELD 2026’

Hyderabad, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology (CBIT) will
organise a half-day awareness
session titled “SHIELD 2026”
on April 16 at its Assembly
Hall, focusing on workplace
safety and legal awareness un-
der the Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act, 2013.

The programme is being con-
ducted by CBIT’s Chaitanya
Suraksha - Women’s Safety
Club in association with the In-
ternal Complaints Committee
(ICC). The session, themed
SHIELD — “Strengthening
Harmony, Integrity, Empower-
ment, Legal Awareness and
Dignity through the POSH
Act,” aims to educate students,
faculty and staff on women’s
safety, legal rights, grievance
redressal mechanisms and in-
stitutional responsibilities.

The event will feature expert
sessions by Sita Reddy, DSP,
CID, Women’s Safety Wing of
Telangana Police (SHE Team),
and Shuchi Bajaj. The speak-
ers will share insights on legal

CHAITANYA BHARATH I
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
e e e antara

@& 8|

CHAITANYA SURAKSHA
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GUEST SPEAKER

Ms. Shuchi Bajaj
(POSH acl expert)

frameworks, preventive meas-
ures and safety practices both
within and beyond
workplaces.

Ambedkar Statue
Unveiled in Valmiki Nagar

Cantonment, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

A new statue of B.R. Ambed-
kar was unveiled at Valmiki
Nagar in West Maredpally un-
der the Cantonment constitu-
ency on the occasion of his
135th birth anniversary. The
programme was organised by
the Ambedkar Youth Associa-
tion, with Cantonment MLA
Sri Ganesh attending as the
chief guest.

The unveiling ceremony wit-
nessed the participation of lo-
cal residents, youth, and lead-
ers who gathered to pay tribute
to the architect of the Indian
Constitution. Floral tributes
were offered to the statue, and
speakers highlighted Ambed-
kar’s contributions to nation-
building and social justice.

Addressing the gathering af-
ter the unveiling, MLA Sri
Ganesh emphasised that to-
day’s youth should not only in-
stall statues of Ambedkar but
also work to spread his ideals
in society. He stated that
Ambedkar was not a leader of
any one community, but a great
national figure respected by all
sections of society.

He further noted that recog-
nising Ambedkar’s intelli-
gence and vision, national
leaders entrusted him with the
responsibility of drafting the
Indian Constitution, which he
carried out successfully. The
MLA added that India’s strong
democratic system and its posi-
tion in the world today are
largely due to the Constitution
framed under Ambedkar’s
leadership.

Highlighting the relevance
of Ambedkar’s teachings in
present times, Sri Ganesh
called upon citizens, especially
the youth, to work towards
building an equal and just soci-
ety by following his principles
of education, empowerment,
and social justice.

Congress party leaders Ped-
dala Narasimha and Sanki
Ravinder, along with several lo-
cal representatives and com-
munity members, were also
present at the event. The pro-
gramme concluded with par-
ticipants reaffirming their
commitment to uphold Ambed-
kar’s vision and contribute to
social harmony and national
progress.
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CBIT Principal C. V. Nar-
asimhulu said that such initia-
tives are important for build-
ing a safe and respectful
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academic environment. He em-
phasised that awareness and
preventive strategies play a
key role in addressing work-

place harassment.

Vice-Principal (Administra-
tion) P. V. R. Ravindra Reddy
stated that programmes like
SHIELD 2026 help the academ-
ic community understand le-
gal rights and institutional
mechanisms, encouraging
shared responsibility for en-
suring safety and dignity.

Vice-Principal (Academics)
and ICC Chairperson K. Krish-
naveni noted that integrating
POSH awareness into educa-
tion helps develop responsible
and ethically aware students,
strengthening institutional
culture.

The programme is being co-
ordinated by the Chaitanya
Suraksha team, led by student
president Vaishnavi A. Das,
along with faculty coordina-
tors Dr. G. Vijayalakshmi, Dr.
Prasanna Rani R, and ICC
member A. Sangeetha.

The initiative highlights
CBIT’s commitment to promot-
ing a safe, inclusive and re-
spectful campus environment
while increasing awareness of
legal rights and responsibili-
ties among its community.

Demand to Name OU Admin
Building After Ambedkar, Phule

Hyderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

he Chairman of

the OU Joint Ac-

tion Committee

(JAC), Kothapalli

Tirupati, has de-
manded that the newly con-
structed administrative build-
ing at Osmania University be
named after B. R. Ambedkar
and Jyotirao Phule. He also
urged the university adminis-
tration to institute fellowships
in their names to support stu-
dents from marginalized
sections.

The demand was raised on
the occasion of Ambedkar Jay-
anti during a commemorative
programme organized by the
OU JAC at the Arts College on
campus. As part of the event,
students cut a cake and paid
floral tributes to Ambedkar’s
portrait, remembering his con-
tributions to social justice and
equality.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kothapalli Tirupati said that
naming the new administra-
tive building after Ambedkar
and Phule would be a fitting
tribute to their enduring lega-
¢y and vision for an inclusive
society. He emphasized that
universities must reflect the
values of social justice, equal-
ity, and education for all.

The event was attended by
several student leaders and
representatives from various
organizations. Among the
chief guests were Nalaganti
Sharath, President of DBSA,
and Velpula Sanjay, President
of Bahujan Student Organiza-
tions, who expressed support
for the demand and highlight-
ed the importance of honoring
leaders who fought against so-
cial discrimination.

Tirupati also welcomed the
State government’s proposal to
construct the Jagjivan Ram—

Ambedkar Knowledge Park at
Tank Bund with an estimated
cost of Rs 100 crore. He stated
that students across the uni-
versity appreciate this initia-
tive and see it as a significant
step towards promoting knowl-
edge and social awareness.

He extended his gratitude to
Minister Adluri Laxman and
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
for taking up the project. He
further called upon students
and youth to work collectively
to uphold and spread Ambed-
kar’s ideals in society.

Several OU JAC and Political
JAC leaders, including Nar-
asimha, Jangili Darshan, Mad-
hu, Charan, Daruvu Ramesh,
Rajender, Praveen, Sanjeev,
Arun, Karunakar, and Uday,
participated in the programme,
making it a notable gathering
of student voices advocating
for social justice and recogni-
tion of reformist leaders.

Ambedkar Jayanti Celebrated with
Childrenin Jayanagar Colony

Secunderabad, April 14
| TPN Bureau

he 135th birth an-

niversary of B. R.

Ambedkar was

celebrated with

great enthusiasm
among children at Jayanagar
Colony in New Boiguda under
the Bansilalpet Division.

The event was organised on
the main road of the colony un-
der the leadership of Congress
Bansilalpet Division SC De-
partment President Parsi Ma-
hesh. A large number of local
residents and children partici-
pated in the celebrations, mak-
ingita vibrant and memorable
occasion.

As part of the programme,
children delivered speeches

highlighting the life, struggles,
and achievements of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar. Their confident
presentations and understand-
ing of Ambedkar’s contribu-
tions impressed the gathering
and drew appreciation from
the audience.

Following the speeches, a
cake-cutting ceremony was
held to mark the occasion. But-
termilk packets were also dis-
tributed to residents and par-
ticipants, offering relief from
the summer heat and adding a
service element to the
celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion,
Parsi Mahesh said that Dr.
Ambedkar’s ideals should con-
tinue to inspire generations as
long as history exists. He urged
everyone, especially the young-

er generation, to learn from
Ambedkar’s life and work to-
wards equality, education, and
social justice.

He further emphasised the
importance of educating chil-
dren about national leaders
and their contributions, stat-
ing that such programmes help
instil values of respect, unity,
and awareness from a young
age.

The event concluded on a
positive note with active par-
ticipation from children and
support from the local commu-
nity. Residents appreciated the
initiative, stating that involv-
ing children in such meaning-
ful celebrations helps preserve
the legacy of great leaders like
Ambedkar while promoting so-
cial harmony.

Drinking Water Camps Vltalm Summer: Talasani

Secunderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

Former Minister and
Sanathnagar MLA Talasani
Srinivas Yadav said that drink-
ing water distribution centres
play a crucial role in quench-
ing public thirst during the
summer season. He inaugurat-
ed a water distribution camp
set up at Padmarao Nagar Park
under the leadership of Mukka
Srinivas on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Talasani Srinivas Yadav
stressed that providing safe
drinking water during extreme
heat conditions should be con-
sidered a social responsibility.
He noted that with rising tem-

peratures, access to clean
drinking water becomes essen-

tial, especially for pedestrians,
workers, and the underprivi-

leged sections of society.

He appreciated the efforts of
organisers who came forward
to establish the facility and
urged more individuals and or-
ganisations to take part in
such service-oriented initia-
tives. He added that small acts
of service like setting up drink-
ing water camps can make a
significant difference in peo-
ple’s lives during the harsh
summer months.

The MLA highlighted that
community participation is
key in addressing seasonal
challenges and ensuring public
welfare. He encouraged youth
and local leaders to actively en-
gage in humanitarian activi-

ties and support those in need.

Several local leaders and
party members attended the
programme. Among them were
Padmarao Nagar BRS Party In-
charge Gurram Pawan Kumar
Goud, Bansilalpet Division
President Venkatesan Raju,
and leaders Esuri Mahesh, Ma-
hender Goud, Srikanth Reddy;,
Shailender, Sudhakar Reddy,
Kotturu Venkat, Gajjela Srini-
vas, Bal Reddy, and Sagar.

The event concluded with a
call for collective efforts to ex-
pand such initiatives across
the city to ensure that no one
suffers due to lack of drinking
water during the peak summer
season.
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Torch Rally Marks
George Reddy
Memorial

Secunderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

A massive torch rally was
held at Osmania University on
the occasion of the 54th death
anniversary of student leader
George Reddy. The event was
organised by the Progressive
Democratic Students Union
(PDSU), drawing participation
from thousands of students
across the campus.

The rally began at the Engi-
neering College and marched
towards the Arts College, with
students carrying flaming
torches and raising slogans
such as “George Reddy lives
on” and “If you want to live,
learn to fight at every step.”
The procession created a pow-
erful atmosphere of remem-
brance and solidarity, reflect-
ing the continued influence of
George Reddy’s ideas among
students.

After the rally, a memorial
meeting was conducted at the
Arts College premises under
the leadership of PDSU State
President Kampati Prithvi.
Students and leaders paid flo-
ral tributes to the portrait of
George Reddy and recalled his
contributions to student
movements.

Speakers at the event includ-
ed M. Hanmesh from the Mass

Line Party, Arts College Vice
Principal Professor Konda
Nageswara Rao, Amanchi
Nageshwar, former PDSU State
General Secretary S. L. Padma,
and current State General Sec-
retary S. Anil. They described
George Reddy as a guiding
force for progressive, demo-
cratic, and secular student
movements in India.

The speakers stressed that
George Reddy’s ideology con-
tinues to inspire youth to strive
for social justice, equality, and
scientific thinking. They called
upon students to actively par-
ticipate in building a fair and
inclusive society.

Concerns were also raised
about the current national sit-
uation, with speakers stating
that certain policies of the cen-
tral government are affecting
democratic values. They
warned that increasing com-
munal tensions could harm the
unity of the country.

The gathering concluded
with a call for stronger student
movements to demand free and
quality education, better
healthcare, and employment
opportunities. PDSU State Vice
Presidents B. Narasimha Rao,
Narendra, Karka Ganesh, and
several other student leaders
were also present at the event.

for Women'’s Rights
Praised

Medchal, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Telangana Congress in-
charge Meenakshi Natarajan
said that the efforts made by B.
R. Ambedkar for women’s
rights are unparalleled in the
country’s history. She made
these remarks while partici-
pating in the “Nyaya Bhoj”
programme organised in Med-
chal on Tuesday to mark the
135th birth anniversary of
Ambedkar.

On the occasion, Meenakshi
Natarajan paid floral tributes
to Ambedkar’s portrait and
highlighted his significant role
in ensuring justice and empow-
erment for women through the
Constitution. She stated that
the rights granted to women by
Ambedkar continue to play a
crucial role in their progress
across various fields in mod-
ern society.She further men-
tioned that the “Nyaya Bhoj”
programme was organised fol-
lowing a call given by TPCC
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud and Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy to observe Ambed-
kar Jayanti across the state in
a meaningful manner.

As part of the programme,

Meenakshi Natarajan joined
women from a Dalit locality in
Medchal and shared a commu-
nity meal, symbolising equali-
ty and social harmony. She em-
phasised that Ambedkar’s
vision continues to guide soci-
ety towards justice, dignity,
and equal opportunities for all.

Several Congress leaders
and local representatives par-
ticipated in the event in large
numbers. Among them were
Medchal District DCC Presi-
dent Thotakura Vajresh Yaday,
former president Singireddy
Harivardhan Reddy, former
Quthbullapur MLA Kuna Sri-
sailam Goud, former Medchal
MLA Mallipeddi Sudheer Red-
dy, and senior leader Nakka
Prabhakar Goud.

Local Congress leaders in-
cluding Palakurthi Raghaven-
dra Goud, Ramannagari Ra-
ghavender Goud, Ninnu
Srinivas Reddy, Chirla Ramesh,
Ramannagari Manikantha
Goud, Chaparaju, and Kaudi
Mahesh were also present.

The programme concluded
with leaders reiterating their
commitment to uphold Ambed-
kar’s ideals and continue work-
ing towards social justice,
equality, and empowerment of
women in society.
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CM Revanth Reddy Meets Jagtial Congress Leaders, Calls for Unity

Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad, April

ue working within the party. They
15 | TPN Bureau:

also pledged to take the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes more ef-
fectively to the grassroots and
work collectively to bring the
Congress back to power for a sec-
ond term in Telangana.

Addressing the gathering, Re-
vanth Reddy said the meeting was
convened to understand the
ground realities in the constitu-
ency. He clarified that the party
had always respected senior lead-
er Jeevan Reddy and never under-
mined his stature or dignity.

The Chief Minister noted that
the party had fully supported Jee-

though the party suggested Ka-
rimnagar, it accommodated his
request to contest from Nizama-
bad, where he eventually lost.
Revanth Reddy stated that even
in municipal elections, tickets
were allotted based on Jeevan
Reddy’s recommendations. De-
spite assurances regarding his
and his family’s political future,
he chose to leave the party.
Criticizing his move, the Chief
Minister alleged that Jeevan Red-
dy had betrayed party workers
who supported him for decades
and joined hands with K. Chan-
drashekar Rao. He termed it un-

workers to remain strong and
united against political conspira-
cies. He stressed that protecting a
democratically elected govern-
ment is the responsibility of all
party members.

Encouraging the cadre, he said
that time would reveal the truth
and called upon everyone to stand
firmly with the party. He also as-
sured that he would soon visit
Jagtial to meet grassroots work-
ers and further strengthen the
organization.

The Chief Minister concluded
by appreciating the leaders for
prioritizing the party over indi-

Chief Minister A. Revanth Red-
dy held a key meeting with senior
leaders from the Jagtial constitu-
ency, emphasizing unity and com-
mitment to strengthening the In-
dian National Congress in the
state.

The meeting was attended by
ministers Tummala Nageswara
Rao and Adluri Laxman, MP Vem
Narender Reddy, MLA Sanjay,
Jagtial DCC president Nandayya,
and other prominent leaders.

Despite some senior leaders

leaving the party, key Jagtial lead-
ers reaffirmed their loyalty to the
Congress and assured the Chief
Minister that they would contin-

van Reddy during the 2023 Assem-
bly elections and even offered him
an opportunity to contest in the
parliamentary elections. Al-

Ambedkar Jayanti Celebrated Am
Force for E

leadership.

fortunate that a leader of such
experience aligned with the BRS

Revanth Reddy urged party

gress to power.

by Youth Association

Secunderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

The 135th birth anniversary
of B. R. Ambedkar was cele-
brated with great enthusiasm
under the banner of the Swami
Vivekananda Youth Associa-
tion in Bansilalpet Division.

The programme was organ-
ised under the leadership of
Association President Potturi
Nagaraj and General Secretary
Boddu Abhilash. A large num-
ber of members and local resi-
dents participated in the event
and paid floral tributes to the
portrait of Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar, remembering his
invaluable contribution to the
nation as the architect of the
Indian Constitution.

Gandhinagar Police Station
Inspector Bose Kiran and BRS
leader Gurram Pawan Kumar
Goud attended the programme
as chief guests. Other promi-
nent attendees included Sai
Baba Temple President Boddu
Mahesh, senior BRS leader Na-
mala Prem Kumar, and BJP
senior leader S. Y. Giri, who all
paid homage to Ambedkar and

Food Distributio

spoke about his legacy.

Addressing the gathering,
Inspector Bose Kiran said that
celebrations like Ambedkar
Jayanti should not be limited
to rituals but must inspire peo-
ple to implement his ideas in
society. He stressed that pro-
moting constitutional values
and a sense of equality among
youth is essential for the devel-
opment of the nation. He ap-
preciated the efforts of local
youth organisations in spread-
ing awareness and encourag-
ing social responsibility.

L
n Marks

Ambedkar Jayanti

Nacharam, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

The 135th birth anniversary
of B. R. Ambedkar was cele-
brated with great enthusiasm
in Nacharam, where a food dis-
tribution programme was or-
ganised as part of the
occasion.

The celebrations were con-
ducted under the aegis of the
Nacharam Ambedkar Statue
Committee, with Uppal Con-
stituency Congress in-charge
Parameshwar Reddy attending
as the chief guest. He, along
with former serviceman San-
tosh Reddy, paid floral tributes
to the statue of Dr. Ambedkar.

Following the tribute, a
large-scale food distribution
programme was organised un-
der the leadership of Santosh
Reddy, serving meals to local
residents and the needy. The
initiative was widely appreci-
ated as a meaningful way to
mark the occasion.

Speaking at the event, Para-
meshwar Reddy said that
Ambedkar’s ideology contin-
ues to inspire people not only

in India but across the world.
He commended Santosh Reddy
for organising the food distri-
bution programme and con-
tributing to society through
such service activities.

Santosh Reddy, while ad-
dressing the gathering, noted
that great leaders like Ambed-
kar and Jagjivan Ram had fam-
ily backgrounds connected to
military service during British
India. He added that he him-
self had served in the Army
and belongs to a family with a
tradition of service.

He called upon people to take
inspiration from the lives of
such leaders and work towards
achieving their ideals. He em-
phasised the importance of
service, equality, and social re-
sponsibility in building a bet-
ter society.

Members of the Nacharam
Ambedkar Statue Committee,
leaders from various political
parties, and local residents
participated in the programme
in large numbers, making it a
notable community event.

BRS leader Gurram Pawan
Kumar Goud stated that
AmbedKkar’s lifelong struggle
for equality, justice, and social
empowerment remains an in-
spiration to every Indian. He
emphasised the need to take
Ambedkar’s thoughts and
teachings to the younger
generation.

Association President P. Na-
garaj said that such pro-
grammes are important for
creating awareness and awak-
ening social consciousness
among youth. He added that

youth organisations play a vi-
tal role in building a responsi-
ble society.

Several leaders and mem-
bers, including Ramaswamy,
Gnani, Ravikumar, Bal Reddy;,
Boddu Srinivas, Hari, Vijay,
Sai, and Laddu, along with lo-
cal residents, participated in
the event.

The programme concluded
with a call to ollow Ambed-
kar’s ideals and work towards
building an equal and just
society.

viduals and called for collective
efforts to ensure development in
Jagtial and the return of Con-

Cantonment, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

The 135th birth anniversary
of B. R. Ambedkar was cele-
brated with great enthusiasm
across Secunderabad Canton-
ment, with several pro-
grammes organised to honour
the architect of the Indian
Constitution.

Former Cantonment Board
Vice Chairman and BJP State
Executive Member Janyavula
Ramakrishna took part in the
celebrations and paid floral
tributes to Ambedkar statues
in several wards. Local leaders,
party workers, and residents
gathered in large numbers to
commemorate the occasion
and remember Ambedkar’s
contributions.

Speaking during the events,
Ramakrishna said that the
Constitution drafted by Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar remains a strong
foundation for the country’s
development. He emphasised
that the Constitution ensures
equality, social justice, and pro-
tection of rights for all sections
of society.

He further stated that the

reservation system has played
a key role in providing equal
opportunities to all communi-
ties, helping in the upliftment
of weaker sections. He recalled
that Ambedkar dedicated his
entire life to the welfare and
progress of the oppressed and
marginalised.

Ramakrishna added that
AmbedKkar’s thoughts continue
to guide every generation and
stressed that building an equal
society is possible only by fol-
lowing the path shown by him.

bedkar a Guiding
qual Society

He urged people to uphold con-
stitutional values and work
collectively for social harmony
and justice. Several BJP lead-
ers, including Vijayanand, B.
N. Srinivas, Satish, Santosh,
Sachin, Rakesh, Srikanth,
Kiran, and Ajay, also partici-
pated in the programme.The
celebrations concluded with
participants reaffirming their
commitment to follow Ambed-
kar’s ideals and contribute to-
wards building an inclusive
and equitable society.

BJP Youth Leader ay Trt' Abedkar Jayanti

Secunderabad, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

The 135th birth anniversary
of B.R. Ambedkar was marked
with grand celebrations across
several localities in Secun-
derabad. BJP State youth lead-
er Marri Pururava Reddy par-
ticipated in multiple
programmes Bansilalpet
Division.

The events were held in are-
as including New Boiguda IDH
Colony, Jayanagar Colony, and
Padmarao Nagar Hamali Bas-
ti, where local residents and
party leaders gathered in large
numbers. During the pro-
grammes, floral tributes were
offered to Ambedkar’s statues,
remembering his immense
contribution to the upliftment
of marginalized sections of
society.

Speaking on the occasion,
leaders highlighted that
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Ambedkar’s vision and ideas
continue to serve as a guiding
force for building an equal and
just society. They noted that his
contributions towards social
justice, equality, and empower-
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ment remain relevant even
today.

The celebrations also reflect-
ed increasing political engage-
ment around Ambedkar Jay-
anti, with various parties

using the occasion to connect
with the public. In urban areas,
such programmes are seen as a
way to reach out to youth and
promote awareness about so-
cial issues.

Observers noted that the
BJP appears to be focusing on
attracting younger sections of
society by organising such
events and highlighting
Ambedkar’s ideals. Issues such
as social justice and equality
were prominently discussed
during the programmes, un-
derlining their growing impor-
tance in public discourse.

Several BJP leaders, includ-
ing Anga Muthu Srinivas, Y.
Srinivas, Gunti Satyanaraya-
na, M. Raghunath Goud, M.
Anita, M. N. Srikanth Reddy,
Gopi Srinivas, K. Naresh, Parsi
Paramesh, K. Shravan, Sagath
Vamsi, Prodduturi Vinay
Krishna, and M. Chennareddy,
participated in the events.

The programmes concluded
with participants reaffirming
their commitment to follow
Ambedkar’s ideals and work
towards an inclusive and equi-
table society.

Minister Komatireddy Pays Tribute to Ambedkar in Nalgonda

Nalgonda, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

State Roads, Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy paid
floral tributes to B. R. Ambedkar
on the occasion of his birth an-
niversary at Marriguda Bypass
and near the DEO Office in Nal-
gonda town.Addressing the gath-
ering, the minister said that edu-
cation alone can lead to
development, as emphasised by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He described
AmbedKkar as a great leader who
fought for equality and social
justice and worked tirelessly for
the upliftment of all sections of
societyHe stated that Article 3 of
the Constitution, introduced by
Ambedkar, made the formation
of Telangana State possible. He
added that Ambedkar believed
smaller states could achieve fast-
er development and better gov-
ernance. He emphasised that
Ambedkar drafted the Constitu-

tion for all people and remains a
leader for the entire nation.The
minister announced that the
area in front of the DEO Office
will be named “Ambedkar Cir-
cle.” He also said that the PMHO
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and DEO offices will be shifted to
the Collectorate to enable better
development of the area.

He revealed that Rs 15 crore
has been sanctioned for road de-
velopment from Panagal to the

DEO Office and assured that the
works will begin before May 2.
He stated that politics should be
limited to elections and that de-
velopment will be carried out
beyond political differences.

He said the government has
launched Young India Integrated
Residential Schools across the
state to remove caste and social
divisions. He added that the
SLBC Young India School in Nal-
gonda is progressing rapidly and
that a model school will soon be
established in Domalapalli vil-
lage.The minister further as-
sured that funds will be allocated
for the development of Ambed-
kar Kalabharathi in the district
headquarters, including im-
provements to infrastructure
and facilities.He also mentioned
that a government school estab-
lished with his own funds in
Prakasham Bazaar has received
a large number of admissions
and that similar schools will be
set up in the future.Calling upon
youth and students to take inspi-
ration from Ambedkar, the min-
ister said he would continue to
support higher education for
poor students and work towards
achieving Ambedkar’s ideals.
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MliiiSterAnam PaySTrlbute
to Ambedkar in Atmakur

Atmakur, April 14, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

State Endowments Minister
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy
paid rich tributes to B. R.
Ambedkar on the occasion of
his 135th birth anniversary at
Atmakur.The minister partici-
pated in the celebrations held
at the municipal bus stand cen-
tre and offered floral tributes
to Ambedkar’s statue. He re-
membered Ambedkar’s servic-
es to the nation and his role in
framing the Constitution that

ensured equality and justice
for all sections of society.

Large numbers of public
representatives, officials, and
leaders from various political
parties including TDP, Jana
Sena, and BJP, along with SC,
ST, and weaker section leaders,
attended the programme and
paid homage.

The event reflected a collec-
tive tribute to the architect of
the Constitution, reaffirming
respect for his ideals of social
justice, empowerment, and
equality.

Ambedkar's Vision Changéd Nation’s
Course: MLA Kotamreddy

Nellore Rural, April 14, 2026
| TPN Bureau

Nellore Rural MLA Kotamred-
dy Sridhar Reddy said that the
initiatives of B. R. Ambedkar
changed the direction of the na-
tion. On the occasion of Ambed-
kar Jayanti, he paid floral trib-
utes to Ambedkar’s portrait in
the constituency. He inaugurated
an Ambedkar Community Hall
built at a cost of 35 lakh in Ven-
galrao Nagar, 33rd Division,
along with TDP leader Kotamred-
dy Giridhar Reddy. He said the

community hall fulfilled a long-
pending demand of local resi-
dents and would benefit weaker
sections.The MLA stated that
Ambedkar worked for the uplift-
ment of marginalized communi-
ties and ensured equality
through the Constitution. He
added that development works in
the constituency have accelerat-
ed in the last two years and will
continue further.Several local
leaders and party representa-
tives participated in the
programme.

Ambedkar Constltutlon is
Protective Shield for
Citizens: Minister Narayana

Nellore, April 14, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development Min-
ister Dr. Ponguru Narayana,
along with his wife Ramadevi,
paid floral tributes to Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar on his 135th birth
anniversary. The homage was
offered at his residence in Hy-
derabad.Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said that the
Constitution drafted by Baba-
saheb Ambedkar acts as a pro-
tective shield for all citizens of
the country, ensuring equal

rights, dignity, and justice. He
praised Ambedkar’s lifelong
struggle for the empowerment
of marginalized and weaker
sections of society.

Narayana stated that the gov-
ernment is committed to ful-
filling Ambedkar’s ideals and
urged everyone to follow his
vision for social progress and
equality. He called upon citi-
zens to work collectively to-
wards development by being
inspired by Ambedkar’s prin-
ciples and contributions to
nation-building.

REGIONAL

Kabaddi Fever in Rajamahendravaram
on Ambedkar Jayanti

Rajamahendravaram, April
14 | TPN Bureau

The spirit of sports blended
with social celebration as a
state-level kabaddi tourna-
ment was held at Arts College
grounds in Rajamahendravar-
amon the occasion of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary.
The event, organised under
BJP SC Morcha, witnessed in-
tense competition among
teams in a vibrant atmosphere.
BJP leader Kambala Srinivasa
Rao inaugurated the tourna-
ment after paying tributes to
AmbedKkar’s portrait and later
presented prizes to the win-
ners. He announced a financial
support of Rs. 1.50 lakh for the
conduct of the event and dis-
tributed special cash incen-
tives of Rs. 1,000 each to 85 out-
standing players.Winners were
awarded trophies, medals, and

prize money amid loud cheers
from the crowd. Organisers
said the event aimed to pro-
mote sportsmanship and social
awareness among youth. Lead-
ers, physical education teach-

ers, and sports enthusiasts par-
ticipated, encouraging players
throughout the competition.
The tournament concluded
with high enthusiasm and
strong public response.

Uddanam Launches First Biomarker
Tests for Kidney Research

Amaravati, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

For the first time, biomarker-
based testing has begun in the
Uddanam region to study the
causes of chronic kidney dis-
ease. A special research team
is collecting blood and urine
samples from local residents
and conducting field surveys
using structured question-
naires. The initiative aims to
identify individuals at risk of
developing kidney disease
within the next three to four
years.

A dedicated laboratory has
been set up at King George
Hospital (KGH), Visakhapat-
nam, equipped with advanced
instruments including centri-
fuges, deep freezers, and ana-
lytical systems. Around 1,500
samples have already been col-
lected and stored at Palasa be-

fore being transferred to KGH.

The research, supported by
an ICMR grant of 6.2 crore, is
being led by senior nephrology
experts. Health Minister Satya-
kumar Yadav reviewed the pro-

gress and urged timely comple-
tion to benefit affected
communities and enable early
diagnosis and prevention of
kidney diseases
in the region.

Somireddy Pays Tributes
to Ambedkar inNellore

Nellore City, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

On the occasion of the 135th
birth anniversary of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, Sarvepalli MLA
Somireddy Chandramohan
Reddy paid floral tributes at
the Ambedkar statue at VRC
Centre in Nellore and also of-
fered respects at the TDP dis-
trict office portrait. Several
party leaders participated in
the programme.Speaking on
the occasion, he said Ambed-
kar’s Constitution ensures
equal justice where both the
rich and poor are treated alike
under a single law. He noted
that India’s global recognition
is largely due to its strong con-
stitutional framework and add-
ed that all citizens must be able
to live with dignity and equal
rights.He urged both Central
and State governments to take
stronger measures for the up-
liftment of the poor, including
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formulation of new laws and
allocation of special budget
provisions. He expressed con-
cern that BCs, Dalits and trib-
als still face social and econom-
ic injustice and land-related
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exp101tat10n He also referred to
past incidents during YSRCP
rule and said justice was pur-
sued through the National SC
Commission, ensuring relief
for affected families.

Collector Kirthi Chekuri Galls for Active
Participationin Census-2027 Self-Enumeration

East Godavari, April 14 |
TPN Bureau

Allegations Against Hospital Are
Baseless: Haripriya Hospital Chairman

Tirupati, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Allegations made by R.B.S.
Ramu of Mangalam that his
health condition worsened due
tonegligence at Haripriya Hos-
pital are completely false, said
hospital chairman Aditya on
Tuesday.Speaking at the hospi-
tal near M.R. Palli, he said
Ramu first approached the hos-
pital in April last year with se-
vere abdominal pain and was
diagnosed with gallbladder
stones and infection. He stated
that treatment was provided

and later surgery was success-
fully performed in June, after
which the patient was dis-
charged in good health follow-
ing nine days of care.

Aditya said the total bill was
Rs. 31akh, of which Rs. 1.31akh
was paid and Rs. 1.7 lakh re-
mained pending. He alleged
that despite repeated remind-
ers, the patient avoided pay-
ment and later made false ac-
cusations. He added that the
hospital is ready for any in-
quiry and may initiate defama-
tion proceedings.

East Godavari District Col-
lector Kirthi Chekuri has di-
rected officials to make com-
prehensive arrangements for
the successful implementation
of Census-2027 self-enumera-
tion process. She said the on-
line self-enumeration facility,
being introduced for the first
time in India’s census history,
will be available from April 16
to 30, allowing citizens to sub-
mit their details from home.

The Collector urged all de-
partments to coordinate effec-
tively to ensure maximum pub-
lic participation. A detailed
awareness campaign will be
conducted from April 15 to 30,
engaging various groups in-
cluding public representatives,

students, SHGs, workers, and
government employees on des-
ignated days.She also instruct-
ed secretariat staff to facilitate
at least 10-20 registrations per
day and promote the initiative
widely through media and so-

cial platforms. Emphasising
that the process is voluntary,
she appealed to citizens to ac-
tively participate, stating that
Census-2027 is crucial for na-
tional development and data-
driven governance.
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MEIL Adopts Gurukula School
on Ambedkar Jayanti

Chittoor/Ramakuppam,
April 14 | TPN Bureau

Marking the birth anniversa-
ry of B. R. Ambedkar, a new
chapter began for the B.R.
Ambedkar Gurukula School in
Ramakuppam mandal as Megha
Engineering & Infrastructures
Limited (MEIL) adopted the in-
stitution for comprehensive
development.

Chittoor MP Daggumalla
Prasada Rao lauded the initia-

tive, calling it inspiring. District
Collector Sumit Kumar, MEIL
representative M. G. V. K. Bhanu,
and other dignitaries attended
the event and paid tributes.
Speaking on the occasion, Bhanu
said the focus extends beyond in-
frastructure to fostering behav-
ioral change and holistic student
development, ensuring long-
term progress and empowering
students to achieve higher goals
in society.
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to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Nellore, April 14, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

On the occasion of the birth
anniversary of B. R. Ambed-
kar, Jana Sena Party leaders
paid rich tributes in Nellore
City. District General Secre-
tary Gunukula Kishore, along
with party members, offered
floral tributes to Ambedkar’s
statue at VRC Centre.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said Ambedkar was not limited
to any single community but
was a global icon of equality,
social justice, and constitution-

al values. He noted that Ambed-
kar’s principles of liberty,
equality, and fraternity laid the
foundation of the Indian Con-
stitution and must be passed
on to future generations.

He added that Jana Sena
Party, under the leadership of
Pawan Kalyan, is committed to
social justice and equal oppor-
tunities for all sections of soci-
ety. The party aims to ensure
dignity, rights, and equal op-
portunities for every citizen
through continuous public ser-
vice and efforts.

Ambedkar Jayanti cele-
brated Grandly in Nellore

Nellore, April 14, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The 135th birth anniversary
of B. R. Ambedkar was cele-
brated grandly in Nellore city.
At the VRC Centre, district
Collector Himanshu Shukla,
MLC Beeda Ravichandra,
MLA Somireddy Chandramo-
han Reddy, and State Waqf
Board Chairman Abdul Azeez
paid floral tributes to Ambed-
kar’s statue.The leaders re-
called Ambedkar’s immense

contribution to nation-build-
ing and said his services to so-
ciety would always be remem-
bered. They highlighted his
role in ensuring equality, jus-
tice, and rights for all sections
of people through the Consti-
tution.Several officials and
public representatives partici-
pated in the programme and
paid homage to the leader, re-
affirming their commitment
to uphold his ideals of social
justice and empowerment.
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eatla Police Observe Ambedkar
Jayantiwith Grandeur at District H)

Bapatla, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s 135th
birth anniversary was cele-
brated with great respect at the
Bapatla District Police Head-
quarters. District SP B. Uma
Maheshwar, IPS, paid floral
tributes to Ambedkar’s por-
trait at the VC Hall and remem-
bered his invaluable contribu-
tion as the architect of the
Indian Constitution. He stated
that the ideals of Ambedkar
continue to guide the function-
ing of the police department,
especially in protecting wom-

en, children, SC and ST com-
munities, and ensuring equal
justice for all.

The SP emphasized that eve-
ry citizen has a responsibility
to uphold Ambedkar’s vision
of equality and justice. As part
of the celebrations, sweets
were distributed among police
personnel. Earlier, the SP also
participated in tributes at the
Ambedkar statue near Jammu-
lapalem flyover along with dis-
trict officials and public repre-
sentatives. Senior police
officers and staff actively par-
ticipated in the event.

Ambedkar Ideals Emphasized
at APSPDCL Event

Tirupati, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

APSPDCL Chairman and
Managing Director
Shivashankar Loteti has
called upon everyone to work
towards realizing the ideals of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the archi-
tect of the Indian Constitu-
tion. Speaking at the Ambed-
kar Jayanti celebrations held
at the corporate office in Tiru-
pati on Tuesday, he said
Ambedkar’s Constitution is
among the finest in the world
and highlighted his fight

nelf

against social discrimination.
He noted Ambedkar’s achieve-
ments as the first graduate
from the Dalit community and
earning 32 degrees, and his ef-
forts for women and marginal-
ized groups. An exhibition on
Ambedkar’s life attracted
around 600 visitors. Employ-
ees, families attended. The
program also included distri-
bution of clothes to security
and sanitation workers and
inauguration of a water and
buttermilk stall for pedestri-
ans respectively noted.

Buggana Slams Capital
Spending, Regional Neglect

Kurnool, April 14 | TPN
Bureau,

Former minister Buggana-
Rajendranath Reddy criticised
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu over alleged misuse
of funds and neglect of back-
ward regions. He alleged Rs 400
crore corruption in designs-
related works and questioned
priorities in capital develop-
ment, comparing Amaravati
costs with cheaper infrastruc-
ture projects. Speaking at a
press conference in Kurnool on
Tuesday, he said Rayalaseema

and North Andhra remain ig-
nored, while pending employee
dues are mounting and medi-
cal college works are delayed
due to lack of funds. He urged
government to consider Y. S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy proposal
of decentralised capitals in-
cluding Machilipatnam Vi-
jayawada and Guntur. He re-
ferred to past committee
reports on capital planning
and criticised he called “secret
PPP” models and excessive
spending on Secretariat
buildings.

REGIONAL

Ambedkar Ideals Guide Welfare

Tirupati, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Tirupati District Collector S.
Venkateshwar said that Dr.
B.R. AmbedKkar, the architect
of the Indian Constitution, re-
mains a guiding force for gov-
ernance and welfare develop-
ment. He paid floral tributes to
Ambedkar’s statue at RTC Bus
Stand in Tirupati on Tuesday
during the 135th birth anniver-
sary celebrations.

The Collector stated that the
state government is imple-
menting welfare and develop-
ment programmes inspired by
Ambedkar’s constitutional vi-
sion, including the “Super Six”
schemes and doorstep pension
delivery system. He highlight-
ed initiatives for SC and ST
welfare, including a special
grievance mechanism, infra-

structure improvements in
hostels, and monthly civil
rights monitoring meetings.
He also announced that land
has been identified for con-
struction of an Ambedkar

Development colleetor_

Bhavan in Tirupati, and pro-
posals have been sent to the
government. He said all efforts
are being made to ensure social
justice, equality, and inclusive
development in the district.

MicroArt on Pencil Tip Impresses Police Ghief

Bapatla, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Bapatla District Superinten-
dent of Police B. Umama-
heswar appreciated a rare mi-
cro-art creation by student
Annam Mahita from Chirala
on Monday, on the occasion of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s 135th
birth anniversary. Mahita met
the SP at the district police
headquarters and presented an
intricate artwork depicting
Ambedkar’s life history carved
on pencil leads.The artwork,
created on nearly 50 pencil
leads, highlights key moments
of Ambedkar’s life and his con-
tribution to the Indian Consti-
tution. The SP praised her ex-

ceptional creativity and
encouraged students to devel-
op artistic skills along with
academic studies. He said
youth should explore hidden
talents and strive for excel-
lence beyond textbooks. Mahi-
ta earlier created similar mi-

cro-artworks on Mahatma

Gandhi’s biography. The SP
wished her success in achiev-
ing national and international
recognition, including poten-
tial entry into world record
platforms for her extraordi-
nary talent and dedication.

25-Year Dream Fulfilled: 63 SC
Families Get House Site Pattas

Nellore, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

A 25-year-long wait ended for
residents of Mudivarthi vil-
lage in Vidavalur mandal as 63
SC families received house site
pattas under Kovur constitu-
ency. The distribution pro-
gramme was held on Monday,
coinciding with Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s 135th birth anni-
versary, and the area was offi-
cially named “Jai Bheem
Nagar.”Nellore MP Vemireddy
Prabhakar Reddy, MLA
Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy,
and TDP district president
Beeda Ravichandra participat-
ed in the event and paid trib-
utes to Ambedkar. Leaders said
the long-pending issue was re-
solved through the initiative of

the MLA with government sup-
port.Speaking on the occasion,
the MLA said Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu re-
solved long-standing housing
issues and assured pattas for
all eligible beneficiaries. She

highlighted development
works worth over Rs. 2.29 crore
in the village and said welfare
and development are being im-
plemented in equal measure.
Officials and locals welcomed
the initiative with joy.

CMRF Aid of 1 Lakh for Child’s Treatment

Kajuluru, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

A family from Ramachan-
drapuram constituency re-
ceived financial support
through the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund (CMRF) with the
initiative of Minister Vasam-
shetty Subhash. An LOC of Rs.
1 lakh was sanctioned for the
medical treatment of a two-
year-old child, Yalla Daya
Veera Shanmukh, from Uppu
Milli village in Kajuluru
mandal.

The amount will be utilized
for treatment at KIMS Kona-
seema Hospital. The minister
said the government is com-
mitted to supporting poor fam-
ilies during medical emergen-
cies and ensuring timely

~

assistance through CMRF. He
added that hospital bills must
be submitted within 90 days for
reimbursement after
verification.

The child’s parents ex-
pressed gratitude to Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu and the minister for the
timely help. TDP leaders and
local representatives partici-
pated in the programme and
appreciated the humanitarian
initiative aimed at supporting
needy families in critical
health situations.

Fire Service Week Launched in Itamaehandrapuram

Ramachandrapuram, April
14 | TPN Bureau

Fire Service Week celebra-
tions were inaugurated in Ra-
machandrapuram town under
the Andhra Pradesh Disaster
Response and Fire Services De-
partment. The programme will
be conducted from April 14 to
20 with awareness activities on
fire safety and emergency re-
sponse.Senior coalition leader
Vasamshetty Satyam and Mu-
nicipal Commissioner K.VR.R.

Raju jointly released the cam-
paign poster and flagged off a
fire service awareness rally.
Fire Officer K. Venkata Reddy
also participated in the event.
Officials said the main ob-
jective of the rally is to educate
the public on fire safety pre-
cautions and emergency re-
sponse measures. Awareness
programmes will be conducted
in schools, hospitals, and pub-
lic places, along with demon-
strations of modern fire safety
equipment.Leaders said the

initiative aims to build a safe-
ty-conscious society and re-
duce fire accidents through
timely awareness and prepar-
edness. Local TDP leaders, fire
staff, and residents participat-
ed in the programme.
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Ambedkar Jayanti Celebrated in Nagari

Nagari, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s 135th
birth anniversary was cele-
brated with grandeur at Kara-
kanda Puram in Nagari mu-
nicipality. Floral tributes were
offered to Ambedkar’s statue
by Hastakala Chairman and
State PAC member Dr. Pasupu-
leti Hariprasad, who partici-
pated in the programme on in-
vitation of Shiva. Speaking on
the occasion, he said Ambed-
kar was not only the architect
of the Constitution but also a

champion of social justice for
marginalized communities. He
stressed that true equality can
be achieved only by following
Ambedkar’s ideals. He urged
youth to use education as a
powerful tool and carry
Ambedkar’s message to every
household. He also called for
collective efforts to build the
society envisioned by Ambed-
kar. Jana Sena leaders, party
workers, Veeramahilas and a
large number of local people
participated in the
programme.

MIEIl Adopts Gurukula Sehoel in

Chittoor, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

On the occasion of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s 135th birth anni-
versary, a new chapter began
for the B.R. Ambedkar Gu-
rukula School at Ramakuppam
mandal in Chittoor district, as
Megha Engineering & Infra-
structures Limited adopted the
institution for holistic develop-
ment under its CSR initiative.
District Collector S. Sumit Ku-
mar, MP Daggumalla Prasada
Rao, and other officials partici-
pated in the programme and
paid tributes to Ambedkar’s
portrait. MEIL representative

Ambedkar Ja

M.G.VK. Bhanu (ret!ed IAS)
said the focus is not only on in-
frastructure development but
also on bringing behavioural
change among students
through discipline and value-
based education.He empha-
sized that long-term progress
can be achieved only by shap-
ing students’ mindset and pre-
paring them for higher respon-
sibilities in society. Officials
appreciated the initiative, stat-
ing that the project would en-
sure comprehensive develop-
ment of students beyond basic
facilities, marking a signifi-
cant step in educational
upliftment.
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Ambedkar’s §etV|ees Remain
Everlasting: Chittoor SP

Chittoor, April 14 | TPN
Bureau

Chittoor District Superin-
tendent of Police Tushar Dudi
paid floral tributes to Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar at the SP camp of-
fice on Monday, marking his
135th birth anniversary. Dis-
trict police officials also par-
ticipated in the programme.
Speaking on the occasion, the
SP said Ambedkar’s services
as a lawyer, economist, politi-
cian, Constitution maker, and
above all a social reformer are
unforgettable. He noted
Ambedkar’s relentless fight

against untouchability and his
efforts for the rights of Dalits,
tribals, women, and workers.
He said Ambedkar ensured
constitutional equality and
sovereignty for all sections of
society. The SP highlighted that
Ambedkar’s life journey from
social discrimination to be-
coming a Bharat Ratna contin-
ues to inspire millions. He add-
ed that Ambedkar’s words
encourage people to fight for
their rights and follow the path
of justice and equality. Senior
police officials and staff at-
tended the programme.
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BJP’s SamratChoudhary Named New Bihar Chief Minister, Oath Likely Tomorrow

n a major political development,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader SamratChoudhary has
been named the new Chief Min-
ister of Bihar. His appointment
marks a historic moment, as he be-
comes the first BJP leader to occupy
the top post in the state. The oath-
taking ceremony is expected to take
place tomorrow, with top party lead-
ership likely to attend the event.
Historic Shift In Bihar Politics
SamratChoudhary’s elevation
signals a significant political shift
in Bihar, where the BJP had previ-
ously shared power but never led
the government directly. The deci-
sion follows the resignation of Nit-
ish Kumar, who stepped down from
the Chief Minister’s post after mov-
ing to the Rajya Sabha. His depar-
ture paved the way for the BJP to
take control of the state

10-Time Chief Minister Nitish

leadership.

The BJP already holds Chief Min-
ister positions across several Hindi
heartland states, including Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Chhattisgarh, Uttara-
khand and Haryana. Bihar had re-
mained a notable exception — until
now. With Choudhary’s appoint-
ment, the BJP expands its leader-
ship footprint in the region.

Unanimous Selection By BJP
Legislature Party

SamratChoudhary was unani-
mously elected as leader of the BJP
legislature party during a meeting
held in Patna. The meeting was at-
tended by senior party leaders and
central observers, who finalized his
name for the Chief Minister’s post.
The decision reflects strong back-
ing from the party leadership and
signals confidence in Choudhary’s

leadership abilities.

Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who was appointed as
central observer, announced that
Choudhary had been unanimously
chosen by party lawmakers. This
formal endorsement cleared the
way for him to take oath as the new
Chief Minister.

Who Is SamratChoudhary?

SamratChoudhary is a senior
BJP leader and has played a key
role in Bihar politics for several
years. He previously served as Dep-
uty Chief Minister and has been
seen as a prominent face of the BJP
in the state. His elevation is also
viewed as a strategic move aimed at
strengthening the party’s social co-
alition ahead of future elections.

Political observers believe his ap-
pointment reflects the BJP’s inten-
tion to bring fresh leadership and

consolidate its position in Bihar.
The move also marks a generational
shift in the state’s political land-
scape after decades of Nitish Ku-
mar’s leadership.

What Happens Next

Sources indicate that the oath
ceremony is expected tomorrow,
and senior BJP leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
may attend the event. Following the
swearing-in, Choudhary is expected
to announce his cabinet and outline
priorities for governance.

A New Political Chapter

SamratChoudhary’s appointment
marks the beginning of a new chap-
ter in Bihar politics. With the BJP
now directly leading the govern-
ment, all eyes will be on how the
new administration shapes policy
and governance in the coming
months.

Kumar Resigns, Successor
May Take Oath Tomorrow

In a major political develop-
ment, Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar resigned from his
post, marking the end of one of
the longest political tenures in
the state’s history. Kumar, who
served as Chief Minister 10
times, stepped down after
chairing his final cabinet meet-
ing and submitting his resigna-
tion to the Governor. The move
signals a major transition in
Bihar politics, with a successor
expected to take oath as early
as tomorrow.

End Of A Two-Decade Era

Nitish Kumar has been one
of Bihar’s most influential
leaders, serving multiple
terms since 2005. During his
tenure, he became synony-
mous with governance re-
forms, infrastructure develop-
ment, and political stability in
the state. His resignation effec-
tively brings an end to an era
that shaped Bihar’s modern
political landscape.

Before stepping down, Ku-
mar chaired his final cabinet
meeting, after which the cabi-
net recommended dissolution
— aprocedural step to pave the
way for a new government for-
mation. This marked the final
administrative move before his
exit from the Chief Minister’s
office.

Move Linked ToRajya Sabha
Role

Reports indicate that Nitish
Kumar’s resignation follows
his transition to national poli-
tics after becoming a Rajya

Sabha member. H1s move to
Parliament created the need
for leadership change in Bihar,
triggering consultations with-
in the ruling alliance to decide
his successor.

The development had been
anticipated for days, with po-
litical discussions intensifying
ahead of his resignation. The
ruling alliance held meetings
to finalise the next Chief Min-
ister, and the swearing-in cer-
emony is expected to take place
soon after the announcement.

SamratChoudhary Likely
Successor

Following Nitish Kumar’s
resignation, BJP leader Sam-
ratChoudhary emerged as the
frontrunner for the Chief Min-
ister’s post. He has already
been elected leader of the BJP
legislative party, clearing the
path for him to take over lead-

ership in Bihar.

If sworn in, Choudhary
would become the first BJP
leader to serve as Chief Minis-
ter of Bihar, marking a signifi-
cant political shift in the state.

Major Political Shift In
Bihar

Nitish Kumar’s resignation
represents a turning point in
Bihar politics. After more than
two decades of leadership, the
transition signals a genera-
tional shift and potentially a
new governance approach un-
der the next administration.

Political observers say the
coming days will be crucial as
the new leadership prepares to
take charge and form a cabi-
net. With the oath ceremony
expected tomorrow, Bihar is
set to enter a new political
chapter following the end of
the Nitish Kumar era.

“Final Cry Of Workers”: Rahul Gandhi Backs
NoidaWage Protest Amid Rising Inflation

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has voiced strong sup-
port for factory workers pro-
testing in Noida, calling the
unrest the “final cry of the na-
tion’s workers whose every
voice was ignored.” His re-
marks came a day after violent
protests erupted across indus-
trial areas of Noida over low
wages and rising living costs.

Rahul Gandhi Highlights
Workers’ Financial Struggles

In a social media post, Rahul
Gandhi highlighted the diffi-
cult financial conditions faced
by factory workers in Noida.
According to him, many la-
bourers earn around 12,000
per month, while rent alone
costs 4,000 to 7,000, leaving
very little for basic expenses.
He also pointed out that annual
salary increments are often as
low as 300, while rents in-
crease by around 500, worsen-
ing financial pressure on
workers.

Gandhi said inflation has
made survival even harder,
noting that workers sometimes
pay 5,000 for a cooking gas cyl-
inder, which adds to mounting
debt and economic distress. He
described this situation as the
harsh reality behind India’s
growth narrative, arguing that
labourers are being “choked”
by rising prices and stagnant
wages.

He further emphasised that
workers demanding 20,000
monthly salary are not being

unreasonable, but are seeking
a dignified livelihood. He also
stressed that many labourers
work long hours, sometimes up
to 12 hours daily, yet struggle to
meet basic needs.

Protests Turn Violent
Across Noida

The protests intensified on
April 13, when thousands of
factory workers across Noida’s
industrial areas, including
Phase-2 and Sector 60, took to
the streets demanding higher
wages and better working con-
ditions. Reports of stone-pelt-
ing, vandalism, and vehicles
being set on fire emerged as
tensions escalated.

Following the violence, po-
lice arrested more than 350

people and deployed additional
security personnel to control
the situation. Authorities also
initiated discussions between
workers and industrial units to
ease tensions.

Government Announces
Wage Hike

Inresponse to the unrest, the
Uttar Pradesh government an-
nounced an interim hike in
minimum wages, with officials
setting up a high-level commit-
tee to resolve the dispute. How-
ever, many workers said the
increase was insufficient and
continued to demand higher
pay and improved working
conditions.

Political Debate Intensifies

Rahul Gandhi’s comments
have intensified the political
debate over labour rights, in-
flation, and economic inequal-
ity. Opposition leaders argue
that rising living costs and
stagnant wages have pushed
workers to the brink, while the
government maintains that
steps are being taken to ad-
dress concerns.

As protests continue, the sit-
uation in Noida has evolved
into a larger national discus-
sion on wages, labour reformes,
and economic disparity. Gan-
dhi’s intervention has placed
the spotlight firmly on the
struggles of industrial work-
ers, turning the Noida unrest
into a broader debate about the
condition of India’s
workforce.

A massive workers’ protest in
Noida has sparked a major po-
litical confrontation between
the opposition and the Uttar
Pradesh government, with
both sides trading sharp accu-
sations. While opposition lead-
ers termed the unrest a sign of
governance failure, authorities
claimed the violence was part
of a pre-planned conspiracy,
even hinting at possible for-
eign links.

Massive Protest By Over
40,000 Workers

The unrest began after more
than 40,000 factory workers
across Noida protested against
low wages, poor working con-
ditions, and rising cost of liv-
ing. Demonstrations quickly
escalated into clashes with po-
lice across nearly 80 locations
in the city, leading to violence,
traffic disruptions, and dam-
age to public property.

Reports indicated that protest-
ers threw stones, blocked
roads, and set vehicles on fire
as tensions escalated. Police
were deployed in large num-
bers to bring the situation un-
der control. The protest en-
tered its second day,
highlighting the seriousness
of the unrest.

Workers said their monthly
salaries, often around 12,000,
were insufficient to meet basic
expenses like rent, food, and
education. Many demanded
higher wages, citing rising in-
flation and better pay offered
in neighbouring states.
Government Claims
Conspiracy

The Uttar Pradesh government

rejected the opposition’s
claims and suggested that the
violence may have been
pre-planned.

Officials pointed to:

« WhatsApp groups allegedly
coordinating protests

« Inflammatory messages cir-
culating online

» Suspicious activity linked to
organised groups

Authorities also hinted at pos-
sible foreign links, including
claims of a Pakistan connec-
tion, although investigations
are still ongoing.

Y

Police officials said these de-
velopments indicated a crimi-
nal conspiracy behind the vio-
lence rather than spontaneous
protests.

Political Impact Ahead Of
Elections

The timing of the protest is po-
litically significant. Uttar
Pradesh is heading into local
polls soon and assembly elec-
tions in 2027, making the un-
rest politically sensitive.
Analysts say the protests could
become a major political issue,
as opposition parties try to

'Failed State' vs 'Pakistan Conspiracy': Noida
Workers' Protest Trlggers Political Storm

e G

challenge the BJP’s dominance
in the state.

Situation Still Developing
The state government has
urged calm and warned against
spreading rumours. Mean-
while, negotiations with work-
ers are ongoing, and authori-
ties are investigating the cause
of the violence.The Noida pro-
test has now evolved from a la-
bour issue into a major politi-
cal battle, with both sides using
the incident to strengthen
their positions ahead of future
elections.

"“You Argued Well, Gan Become A Lawyer™; Judge
Tells Arvind Kejriwal During Gourt Hearing

Delhi High Court judge
made an unusual and
light-hearted remark to
amAadmi Party chief
rvind Kejriwal during a
court hearing, telling him that
he argued his case so effective-
ly that he could consider be-
coming a lawyer. The comment
came after Kejriwal personally
presented arguments in court
while seeking the judge’s rec-
usal in connection with the
Delhi excise policy case.
Kejriwal Argues His Own
Case
Arvind Kejriwal appeared
before the Delhi High Court
and personally argued for Jus-
tice SwaranaKanta Sharma to
step aside from hearing the
matter. The case relates to a pe-
tition filed by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation challeng-
ing the discharge of Kejriwal
and others in the Delhi excise
policy case. Instead of relying
solely on legal counsel, Kejri-
wal addressed the court him-
self and laid out his arguments
regarding why he believed the
judge should recuse herself.
During the proceedings, Ke-
jriwal reportedly expressed
concerns about impartiality
and fairness. He presented
multiple reasons supporting
his request and argued that
certain developments in the
case had raised apprehensions
about receiving a fair hearing.
His arguments drew attention
in court, particularly because
it is uncommon for senior po-

litical leaders to personally ar-
gue such complex legal
matters.

Judge’s Remark Draws
Attention

As the hearing concluded,
Justice SwaranaKanta Shar-
ma appreciated Kejriwal’s
presentation, telling him he
had argued well and could
think about becoming a lawyer.
The remark was made in a
light-hearted tone but quickly
caught public attention due to
the unusual courtroom ex-
change. The comment high-
lighted Kejriwal’s courtroom
performance and his ability to
present legal arguments de-
spite not being a trained law-
yer. Such moments are rare in
high-profile legal proceedings,

particularly in politically sen-
sitive cases like the Delhi ex-
cise policy matter.

Government Lawyer
Opposes Recusal Plea

During the hearing, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta op-
posed Kejriwal’s request for
recusal. He reportedly de-
scribed the plea as “motivated”
and questioned the basis for
seeking the judge’s withdrawal
from the case. The govern-
ment’s legal team argued that
the request lacked merit and
should not be entertained.

Despite the arguments from
both sides, the judge reserved
the order on whether she
would step aside from the case.
The decision is expected to
play a key role in determining
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the next phase of the legal
proceedings.

High-Profile Case
Continues

The Delhi excise policy case
remains politically significant,
involving allegations of irregu-
larities in the now-scrapped lig-
uor policy. The case has attract-
ed national attention due to the
involvement of senior political
leaders and multiple investiga-
tive agencies.Kejriwal’s decision
to argue his own case and the
judge’s subsequent remark add-
ed an unusual dimension to the
proceedings. The exchange has
since drawn widespread atten-
tion, highlighting both the seri-
ousness of the case and a rare
lighter moment inside the
courtroom.
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Saudi Arabia Urges US to Drop Iran Port Blockade Amid Escalation Fears

audi Arabia is report-

edly urging the United

States to abandon its

plan to blockade Ira-

nian ports, warning
that the move could signifi-
cantly escalate tensions in
the Middle East and disrupt
global energy supplies. The
development comes amid
rising geopolitical uncer-
tainty following Washing-
ton’s decision to pressure
Iran through maritime
restrictions.

According to reports cit-
ing Arab officials, Riyadh
has expressed concern that
the blockade could provoke
Iran into retaliatory meas-
ures. One of the key fears is
that Tehran might attempt

to close the Bab al-Mandeb
strait — a crucial shipping
route connecting the Red
Sea to global markets —
which is vital for Saudi Ara-
bia’s remaining oil exports.
Such a move could severely
impact global oil flows and
further destabilize energy
markets.

The United States’ pro-
posed blockade is aimed at
restricting all shipments
entering or leaving Iranian
ports through the Strait of
Hormuz. Washington be-
lieves this would increase
economic pressure on Iran,
whose economy is already
strained by sanctions and
ongoing conflict. However,
regional allies like Saudi

Arabia are worried that
tightening restrictions
could backfire and lead to
wider regional
disruptions.

Saudi Arabia has report-
edly urged the US adminis-
tration to return to diplo-
matic negotiations instead
of pursuing military or eco-
nomic escalation. Riyadh
fears that any further con-
frontation could lead to
broader instability across
the Gulf region, potentially
affecting oil exports, ship-
ping routes, and regional
security.

The Strait of Hormuz is
one of the world’s most im-
portant energy choke-
points, with a significant

portion of global oil supply
passing through it. Any dis-
ruption in this region typi-
cally results in immediate
volatility in oil prices and
financial markets. A block-
ade or retaliatory closure of
nearby routes like Bab al-
Mandeb could worsen sup-
ply shortages and increase
global inflationary
pressures.

The reported Saudi inter-
vention highlights growing
unease among US allies in
the Middle East. Many
countries in the region fear
that heightened tensions
between Washington and
Tehran could spill over into
broader conflict, affecting
regional trade and energy

security. Saudi Arabia’s call
for de-escalation reflects
concerns about long-term
stability and economic
consequences.

The situation remains
fluid, with diplomatic ef-
forts continuing behind the
scenes. While the United
States has not officially re-
sponded to Saudi Arabia’s
request, the development
underscores the complex
geopolitical dynamics shap-
ing the ongoing US-Iran
standoff. The outcome of
these discussions could
play a key role in determin-
ing the direction of global
energy markets and region-
al security in the coming
weeks.

US, Iran Considering Fresh
Talks This Week; Islamabad or

Geneva Likely Venues

The United States and Iran
are weighing a fresh round of
negotiations that could take
place as early as Thursday,
with Islamabad and Geneva
emerging as the two most like-
ly venues. The potential talks
come after recent high-level
discussions between the two
countries ended without a
breakthrough, leaving the fu-
ture of the fragile ceasefire
uncertain.

According to reports, both
Washington and Tehran are ex-
ploring the possibility of re-
suming in-person talks in an
effort to reach an agreement
before the current ceasefire ex-
pires on April 21. Sources indi-
cated that discussions about
timing and venue are ongoing,
although officials suggested
the meeting could take place
later this week.

US President Donald Trump
signaled openness to renewed
negotiations, telling reporters
that Iran had reached out and
expressed interest in working
toward a deal. This develop-
ment has raised hopes that dip-
lomatic efforts may still pre-
vent further escalation in the
ongoing conflict.

US Vice President JD Vance,
who led the American delega-
tion in earlier talks, said there
had been some progress de-
spite the lack of a final agree-
ment. He noted that Iran had
moved closer to US positions
during negotiations but em-
phasized that Tehran needed to
take further steps for discus-
sions to advance.

The previous round of talks
in Islamabad lasted about 21
hours and marked one of the
most significant face-to-face
meetings between the two
countries in decades. Despite
initial optimism, the discus-
sions ended without a deal due
to deep disagreements over key
issues, including Iran’s nucle-
ar program, sanctions, and re-
gional security concerns.

Another major point of con-
tention is the Strait of Hor-
muz, a crucial global energy
route that has been affected by
tensions. The US has pushed to
reopen the route, while Iran
has maintained its strategic
leverage in the region. These
disagreements have complicat-
ed efforts to reach a lasting
ceasefire agreement.

Diplomatic sources said
there was strong optimism
midway through the Islamabad
talks that a breakthrough

could be achieved, but negotia-
tions stalled due to unresolved
differences. Nevertheless, both
sides have kept communica-
tion channels open, signaling
willingness to continue
dialogue.

The proposed new round of
negotiations highlights the ur-
gency of finding a diplomatic
solution before the ceasefire
deadline. A successful agree-
ment could help ease geopoliti-
cal tensions, stabilize oil mar-
kets, and reduce global
economic uncertainty.

Overall, the potential talks
in Islamabad or Geneva repre-
sent another opportunity for
the US and Iran to resolve key
disputes and avoid further es-
calation. While significant
challenges remain, the willing-
ness of both sides to return to
the negotiating table has of-
fered cautious optimism for
diplomatic progress.

Iran Steps Up Meme War, Calls Trump
“Miserable Pirate of the Persian Gulf”

Iran has intensified its on-
line propaganda campaign
against U.S. President Donald
Trump, launching a fresh wave
of memes and satirical posts
that mock his actions amid ris-
ing tensions over the Strait of
Hormuz blockade. The move
highlights how the conflict be-
tween Washington and Tehran
is now being fought not only
militarily and diplomatically,
but also across social media
platforms.

One of the most widely cir-
culated posts came from an Ira-
nian diplomatic account,
which portrayed Trump as a
pirate stranded in the sea. The
image included the caption
calling him a “miserable pirate
of the Persian Gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz.” The meme
depicted Trump stuck in the
middle of the water, symboliz-
ing Iran’s criticism of the U.S.
blockade strategy.

The meme campaign fol-
lowed Washington’s decision to
block Iranian maritime traffic,
a move that sharply escalated
tensions between the two coun-
tries. In response, Iranian offi-
cials and diplomatic missions
began sharing satirical con-
tent, including videos and mu-
sic-style posts mocking
Trump’s policies. One viral
clip even featured a musical-
style parody referencing the
blockade, further amplifying
the messaging online.

o

Iran’s social media push is
part of a broader strategy to
project defiance and shape
public opinion during the con-
flict. Analysts say such “meme
diplomacy” allows countries to
influence global audiences
quickly, especially during fast-
moving geopolitical crises. By
using humor, satire, and pop-
culture references, Iran aims
to undermine Washington’s
narrative while boosting do-
mestic morale. This is not the
first time Iran has used memes
during the ongoing tensions.
Over recent weeks, Iranian
diplomatic accounts across the
world have shared satirical
posts targeting U.S. actions and
leadership. These posts often
combine humor with political
messaging, turning social me-
dia into another front in the
broader geopolitical confronta-
tion. The online exchanges
come amid heightened ten-
sions in the Middle East follow-

ing U.S. efforts to pressure Iran
over its nuclear program and
control of strategic waterways.
The Strait of Hormuz remains
a key flashpoint, as it handles
a significant portion of global
oil shipments. Any escalation
in rhetoric or military activity
in the region typically impacts
global markets and energy
prices.Despite the humorous
tone of the memes, analysts
warn that the messaging re-
flects serious geopolitical ten-
sions. The use of satire under-
scores how modern conflicts
increasingly extend beyond
traditional battlefields into in-
formation and digital spaces.
Overall, Iran’s latest meme
campaign — branding Trump
a “miserable pirate of the Per-
sian Gulf” — highlights how
both sides are using communi-
cation strategies to shape nar-
ratives while diplomatic and
military tensions continue to

evolve.
o

US-Iran Deal Was “80% Done” Before
Nuclear Dispute Stalled Talks

Negotiations between the
United States and Iran were re-
portedly close to a break-
through, with officials saying a
potential agreement was “80
percent done” before talks col-
lapsed over disagreements re-
garding Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. The discussions took
place in Islamabad and lasted
more than 20 hours, marking
one of the most significant di-
rect engagements between the
two countries in over a
decade.

Nuclear Freeze Dispute
Became Major Roadblock

The central issue that stalled
the negotiations was the dura-
tion of Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment freeze. Washington pro-
posed a 20-year suspension of
Iran’s uranium enrichment
programme, while Tehran
countered with a much shorter
timeline of up to five years.
The gap between the two posi-
tions ultimately prevented the
deal from being finalized.

The disagreement represent-
ed a shift from earlier US de-
mands that Iran permanently
halt uranium enrichment.
However, despite some flexibil-
ity, the United States main-
tained that a long-term freeze
was essential to ensure Iran
could not develop nuclear
weapons.

Talks Came Close to
Breakthrough

Sources involved in the nego-
tiations said the two sides were
“very close” to reaching an
agreement, with discussions
progressing positively midway
through the talks. However,
tensions rose when negotia-
tions moved to key issues such
as nuclear guarantees, sanc-

tions relief, and non-aggres-
sion commitments.

The negotiations were held
in a tightly controlled environ-
ment at Islamabad’s Serena
Hotel, with the US and Iranian
delegations stationed in sepa-
rate wings. Pakistani media-
tors facilitated communication
between the two sides, and
phones were reportedly re-
stricted during meetings, forc-
ing delegates to step outside to
relay messages to their
governments.

Other Key Issues in
Negotiations

Apart from Iran’s nuclear
programme, discussions also
covered reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical route for
global energy supplies, which
Iran had effectively blocked.

The United States pushed for
reopening the waterway, while
Iran sought broader guaran-
tees and sanctions relief.

Sanctions relief, non-aggres-
sion assurances, and broader
regional security arrange-
ments also formed part of the
negotiations. However, differ-
ences over the scope of the deal
further complicated the talks,
with Washington focusing pri-
marily on nuclear issues and
Tehran seeking a more com-
prehensive agreement.

Dialogue Still Open Despite
Deadlock

Although the Islamabad
talks ended without a final
agreement, both sides indicat-
ed that negotiations could con-
tinue. Officials said discus-
sions for a second round of

face-to-face talks were under-
way, signaling that diplomatic
channels remain open.

US President Donald Trump
also indicated that Iran had ex-
pressed interest in continuing
negotiations, suggesting there
may still be momentum toward
a potential deal.

Outlook Remains Uncertain

While the failure to reach an
agreement has raised con-
cerns, analysts believe the fact
that talks progressed signifi-
cantly indicates both sides are
willing to negotiate. The com-
ing days are expected to be cru-
cial, as further discussions
could determine whether a dip-
lomatic breakthrough is still
possible or tensions escalate
further.

Iran Could Lose $435 Million Daily
Due to US Hormuz Blockade

Iran could suffer economic
losses of up to $435 million
(around 4,081 crore) per day
following the United States’
blockade of Iranian ports in
the strategic Strait of Hormuz,
according to estimates cited in
a report. The development
comes amid escalating ten-
sions between Washington and
Tehran after diplomatic talks
failed to produce a break-
through. The blockade, an-
nounced by US President Don-
ald Trump, aims to restrict
maritime traffic to and from
Iranian ports. Analysts warn
that the move could signifi-
cantly disrupt Iran’s economy
by limiting exports of oil, fer-
tiliser, food, and other essen-
tial goods. Such disruptions
may also trigger inflation
within Iran due to shortages
and reduced revenue.

Oil Exports Face Major Hit

A large portion of Iran’s
economy depends on oil ex-
ports, most of which pass
through the Strait of Hormuz.
The blockade could sharply re-
duce these exports, leading to
substantial revenue losses. Ac-
cording to estimates, a signifi-
cant part of the daily loss
stems from restricted crude oil
and petrochemical shipments.

However, analysts note that
the exact financial impact re-

mains uncertain. The scale of
losses will depend on how
strictly the blockade is en-
forced and whether Iran can
redirect shipments through al-
ternative routes such as the
Jask terminal, which lies out-
side the Strait of Hormuz.

Some Relief From Floating
Oil Stocks

Despite the potential losses,
Iran may cushion short-term
damage through existing oil
inventories. As of late March,
Iran reportedly had around 154
million barrels of oil already
at sea outside the blockade-af-
fected region. These supplies
could help offset immediate
revenue losses, at least

temporarily.

Strategic Importance of
Strait of Hormuz

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world’s most critical en-
ergy routes, with a substantial
portion of global oil shipments
passing through it. Any dis-
ruption in this corridor can
significantly impact global en-
ergy markets and fuel prices.
The US blockade has already
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions and increased uncertain-
ty in global trade flows.

Rising Geopolitical Risks

The blockade follows failed
negotiations between the Unit-
ed States and Iran and has in-
tensified fears of further esca-

lation. Iran has criticized the

move as a violation of sover-
eignty, while global powers
continue to push for diplomat-
ic solutions. The situation re-
mains fluid, with markets
closely watching developments
in the region.

Outlook

While the estimated $435
million daily loss highlights
the potential economic impact
on Iran, the long-term conse-
quences will depend on how
long the blockade lasts and
whether diplomatic efforts
succeed. A prolonged standoff
could deepen economic strain
on Iran and further destabilize
global energy markets.
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Wall Street Futures Rise Ahead of
Second Round of US-Iran Peace Talks

Wall Street futures edged
higher on Tuesday, rising by as
much as 0.4 percent, as inves-
tors grew optimistic about a
possible second round of peace
talks between the United States
and Iran later this week. The
positive movement in futures
signaled a potentially firm
opening for U.S. markets, fol-
lowing gains recorded in the
previous trading session.

The upward momentum in
futures came after reports sug-
gested that negotiating teams
from the United States and
Iran could reconvene for fur-
ther discussions. The first

round of high-level talks con-
cluded without a final agree-
ment, but the possibility of ih

Investors have been closely
monitoring developments in
the geopolitical standoff, as
tensions between the two na-
tions have significantly im-
pacted global markets, particu-
larly oil prices. Hopes for
diplomatic progress have eased
concerns about supply disrup-
tions, leading to a slight de-
cline in crude oil prices. Lower
oil prices often support equi-
ties by reducing inflationary
pressures and easing concerns
over corporate costs.

The geopolitical situation
has been one of the key drivers
of global financial markets in
recent weeks. Escalating ten-
sions previously pushed oil
prices higher and weighed on
equity markets, as investors
worried about potential dis-
ruptions to energy supply
routes, especially through crit-
ical shipping lanes. However,
renewed diplomatic efforts
have temporarily improved
risk appetite among investors.

Market participants are also
focusing on how the outcome
of the talks could influence
broader economic conditions.

OFFBEAT

ECONOMY

A successful agreement could
ease supply concerns, stabilize
oil prices, and support equity
markets. On the other hand,
failure in negotiations could
reignite volatility, push crude
prices higher, and weigh on
global equities. ;0

Recent geopolitical tensions
have already led to increased
volatility in global markets. Oil
prices surged earlier amid
fears of supply disruptions,
while equities reacted with
caution. However, any pro-
gress toward de-escalation is
expected to bring relief to in-
vestors and improve risk

sentiment.

Traders are also watching
upcoming economic data re-
leases and corporate earnings,
which could further influence
market direction. Despite
these factors, geopolitical de-
velopments remain the prima-
ry driver for now, with inves-
tors awaiting clarity from the
upcoming talks.

Overall, the rise in Wall
Street futures reflects cautious
optimism among investors.
While uncertainties remain,
hopes of diplomatic progress
between the United States and
Iran have improved sentiment

Flavours, Family & a Highway Dream: The

Story of Rayudu Gari Military Hotel

n a busy highway

stretch between Rajah-

mundry and Visakhapa-

tnam, there’s a place

where the aroma alone
is enough to slow down
speeding cars. It isn’t just a
restaurant—it’s a story sim-
mered in emotion, resilience,
and the unmistakable taste
of home.

Welcome to Rayudu Gari
Military Hotel, where every
dish carries a name, a memo-
ry, and a bond.

When Crisis Cooked Up an
Idea

The COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted lives across the
globe, but for Munna, it
sparked something unexpect-
ed. During lockdown, as he
relished meals prepared by
his mother Rajeshwari and
wife Uma, a thought struck
him: why should such soulful
food remain confined to
home?

That simple idea turned
into a culinary venture near
Mallepalli—today known as
one of the largest and most
talked-about highway eater-
ies in Andhra Pradesh.
Branding with Bonds, Not
Budgets

In an era where branding
often demands massive in-
vestment, Munna chose a dif-
ferent path—he turned rela-
tionships into identity.

Instead of fancy names, the

menu reads like a family al-
bum. Dishes such as “Uma
Chicken Nalla Vepudu” and
“Rajamma Mutton” are not
just food items—they’re trib-
utes. This emotional brand-
ing struck a chord online,
quickly going viral and creat-
ing a loyal customer base.

More importantly, the au-
thenticity remains intact—
family members themselves
are deeply involved in cook-
ing, ensuring that every plate
tastes like it came straight
from a home kitchen.

A Feast by the Highway

along the national highway,
the hotel offers more than
just food—it offers pause.
Travelers find a rare blend of
comfort and calm, making it
a preferred stopover.

Within just two years, its
fame has crossed state bor-
ders, attracting food lovers
from far and wide.

The Reluctant Entrepre-
neur Turned Role Model

Munna’s journey is any-
thing but conventional. With
no massive capital or aggres-
sive advertising, he relied
purely on taste and the power
of social media. Starting
with just four friends, he now
provides employment to
nearly 200 people.

What sets him apart is his
hands-on approach. He isn’t
just the owner—he’s often
seen as the chef, promoter,
and storyteller, inspiring
many young entrepreneurs
to believe in grassroots
ideas.

What Makes It Special?

A Non-Veg Paradise: Rich
mutton dum biryani, fiery
chicken curries, and rustic
Andhra-style preparations.

Family-Friendly Veg Thali:
A wholesome option for those
seeking traditional vegetari-
an meals.

Atmosphere: Spacious, re-
laxed, and ideal for highway
travelers looking to unwind.
More Than a Meal

Set on a sprawling campus

At its heart, Rayudu Gari

Military Hotel is not about
luxury—it’s about love. It
proves that when food carries
emotion, it becomes
unforgettable.

Munna’s story is a remind-
er that sometimes, the most
powerful brands aren’t built
in boardrooms—but in kitch-
ens filled with warmth,
laughter, and the timeless
magic of a mother’s
cooking.

So the next time you’re on
that highway, follow the aro-
ma. Chances are, it will lead
you to a plate of Rajamma
Mutton—and a story worth
tasting.
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and supported global markets.
The outcome of the second
round of talks later this week

BNP Paribas Cuts nyzo

is likely to play a crucial role in
shaping market direction in
the near term.

Iﬁ HQR
MR

2%

Target t0 25,500 Amid Crude
Oil Shock: Recommends
Defensive Bets

Global brokerage firm
BNP Paribas has turned
cautious on Indian equi-
ties, lowering its 2026 tar-
get for the Nifty 50 amid
rising crude oil prices and
growing macroeconomic
risks. The brokerage re-
duced its Nifty target by
11 percent to 25,500, citing
concerns over elevated oil
prices, weaker corporate
earnings outlook, and
subdued foreign investor
inflows.

The downgrade reflects
the firm’s growing cau-
tion following the recent
crude oil surge triggered
by geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East. Accord-
ing to BNP Paribas, even
if tensions ease, the after-
effects of an oil shock typ-
ically linger for several
quarters, impacting
growth, inflation, and
market sentiment. Asare-
sult, the brokerage be-
lieves the upside potential
for Indian equities re-
mains limited, estimating
only about 7 percent up-
side from current levels
despite recent valuation
corrections.

A key concern high-
lighted in the report is
crude oil sustaining in the
$85-90 per barrel range.
BNP Paribas warned that
such levels could strain
India’s macroeconomic
fundamentals, widen fis-
cal and current account
deficits, and weigh on cor-
porate profitability. The
brokerage also noted that
consensus earnings esti-
mates have not yet fully
factored in the impact of
higher input costs and
weaker demand condi-
tions. Historically, similar
oil shocks have led to
broad-based earnings
downgrades across sec-
tors. In addition to higher
crude prices, the broker-
age flagged inflationary
pressures and potential
demand slowdown as ma-
jor risks for the market.
Rising commodity costs
could compress margins
across industries, while
higher bond yields may
limit valuation expan-

sion. These factors togeth-
er could delay the expect-
ed recovery in corporate
earnings and keep equity
markets range-bound in
the near term.

BNP Paribas also point-
ed to weak foreign institu-
tional investor (FII) senti-
ment as another headwind
for Indian equities. Ac-
cording to the firm, global
investors have turned cau-
tious toward emerging
markets, including India,
due to macro uncertain-
ties and rising global
risks. Furthermore, In-
dia’s relatively limited
participation in the global
artificial intelligence-
driven market rally has
contributed to slower
earnings growth
expectations.

The report also high-
lighted structural con-
cerns, including the po-
tential disruption from
artificial intelligence in
services employment and
discretionary consump-
tion. These long-term
risks, combined with
near-term oil price volatil-
ity, could weigh on market
sentiment and earnings
outlook for several
quarters.

Despite the cautious
outlook, BNP Paribas con-
tinues to recommend a se-
lective investment ap-
proach. The brokerage
prefers defensive sectors
that can better withstand
macroeconomic volatility
and earnings pressure. At
the same time, it remains
cautious on cyclical sec-
tors such as automobiles
and infrastructure, which
are more sensitive to in-
put costs and economic
growth fluctuations.

Overall, BNP Paribas’
revised outlook signals a
shift from broad market
optimism to a more selec-
tive strategy. While India’s
long-term growth story re-
mains intact, rising crude
oil prices, weaker earn-
ings expectations, and
cautious foreign inflows
may limit near-term up-
side for Indian equities
heading into 2026.
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CSK Crush KKR by 32 Runs at

Amelia Kerr Wins ICC
Women'’s Player Of The
Month Award For March

New Zealand all-rounder
Amelia Kerr has been named
the ICC Women'’s Player of the
Month for March following an
outstanding run of perfor-
mances with both bat and ball.
The award recognizes her
match-winning contributions
across international fixtures,
where she played a key role in
New Zealand’s dominant
performances.

Kerr beat stiff competition
from Australia’s Beth Mooney
and South Africa’s Ayabon-
gaKhaka to secure the honour,
after producing consistent per-
formances throughout the
month. Her all-round bril-
liance helped New Zealand
maintain momentum across
multiple series.

Dominant All-Round
Performances

The 25-year-old showcased
her class in March with im-
pressive contributions across
formats. Kerr scored 276 runs
during the T20I series against
South Africa while also mak-
ing a significant impact with
the ball. She picked up crucial
wickets and maintained a
strong streak of consistent
scores, including a remarkable
run of 30-plus totals in consec-
utive T20I innings.

Her influence extended be-
yond the T20I format as well.
Kerr delivered standout perfor-
mances in the ODI series
against Zimbabwe and South
Africa, contributing with both
bat and ball. Her all-round dis-
play helped New Zealand domi-
nate opposition sides and
strengthen their position in in-
ternational cricket.

Record-Breaking Month

March turned out to be a re-
cord-breaking period for Kerr.
She not only contributed heav-
ily in terms of runs and wick-
ets but also played match-win-
ning innings under pressure.
One of her standout moments
came when she registered a
massive unbeaten knock of 179
against South Africa in an
ODI, helping New Zealand
complete a historic run chase.

Ishan Kishan Hints At Big Change In Sunrisers Hyderabhad Despite Win Over Rajasthan Rovals

Ishan Kishan has hinted ata
potential tactical change for
Sunrisers Hyderabad after
their convincing win over Ra-
jasthan Royals in Indian Pre-
mier League 2026. Despite the
victory, the stand-in skipper
admitted that a “miscommuni-
cation” during the match
forced him to rethink his role,
particularly regarding wicket-
keeping duties.

Kishan May Give Up
Wicketkeeping Role

During the match, Kishan
did not keep wickets —a move

Kerr also impressed with her
bowling performances, includ-
ing multiple wicket hauls that
helped dismantle opposition
batting line-ups. Her ability to
contribute in both depart-
ments made her the standout
performer of the month.

Rising Influence As Leader

Kerr’s performances have
become even more significant
following her appointment as
New Zealand captain earlier
this year. Since taking over
leadership responsibilities,
she has delivered consistent
performances and led the team
from the front. Her ability to
balance captaincy with indi-
vidual brilliance has strength-
ened New Zealand’s position in
international cricket.

Recognition For
Consistency

The ICC Player of the Month
award recognises the best per-
formers in international crick-
et, and Kerr’s selection high-
lights her growing influence in
the women’s game. Her perfor-
mances in March demonstrat-
ed not just skill but also con-
sistency, adaptability, and
leadership.

With this award, Kerr con-
tinues to cement her status as
one of the world’s leading all-
rounders. Her recent form will
be a major boost for New Zea-
land as they prepare for up-
coming international tourna-
ments and series.

that caught attention. After
the game, he revealed that the
decision was partly due to a
miscommunication but hinted
that the team could consider
continuing with this approach
in future matches.

Kishan explained that not
keeping wickets allowed him
to stay more involved in field
placements and bowling strat-
egies. This helped him com-
municate better with bowlers
and maintain tactical clarity
during crucial phases of the
game.

hennai Super Kings
(CSK) produced a
commanding all-
round performance at
the M.A. Chidambar-
am Stadium on Tuesday to
defeat Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (KKR) by 32 runs in an
IPL 2026 encounter, extend-
ing their winning momen-
tum at home and climbing
further up the points table.

After posting a competi-
tive total of 192 for 5, CSK’s
bowlers delivered a disci-
plined and clinical perfor-
mance to restrict KKR to
160 for 7 in 20 overs. The
victory marked CSK’s sec-
ond consecutive win at
Chepauk, where the home
crowd once again played a
crucial role in energising
the team.

KKR’s chase of 193 never
gained momentum on a
slowing surface. They lost
both openers—Finn Allen
and Sunil Narine—inside
the powerplay, leaving
them under pressure early.
The innings never recov-
ered, as the visitors strug-
gled to rotate strike and

PLAY ZONE

find boundaries consistent-
ly. They reached only 50
runs in 7.3 overs, highlight-
ing their difficulties
against CSK’s tight bowling
attack.

Afghan spinner Noor Ah-
mad emerged as the stand-
out performer, delivering a
match-winning spell of 4-0-
21-3. His crucial break-
throughs in the middle
overs broke the backbone
of KKR’s chase, including a
double strike that left the
visitors reeling at 85 for 5 in
just 11 overs. His control
and variation ensured that
KKR were always behind
the required rate.

CSK’s bowling unit, de-
spite dropping three catch-
es, maintained pressure
throughout the innings.
The bowlers kept KKR bat-
ters on a tight leash, forc-
ing errors and building
scoreboard pressure. The
chase further collapsed as
KKR failed to accelerate in
the death overs, ultimately
finishing well short of the
target.

Earlier in the day, CSK

Chepauk inIPL2026 Clash

had looked set for a 200-plus
total after a strong start,
reaching 72 for 2 in the pow-
erplay—their best of the
season. However, the in-
nings slowed dramatically
as the pitch became more
sluggish and KKR bowlers,
led by Kartik Tyagi (2/35)
and Sunil Narine (1/21),
pulled things back
effectively.

From a strong position of
162 for 3 in the 16th over,
CSK managed only 30 runs
in the final four overs, los-
ing momentum due to dis-
ciplined bowling and 27 dot
balls in the latter phase. De-
wald Brevis top-scored
with a fluent 41 off 29 balls,
while other batters contrib-
uted useful starts without
converting them into big
scores.

Despite a brief surge in
the middle overs, CSK’s to-
tal proved more than
enough on a tricky Chep-
auk surface, as their bowl-
ers sealed a comprehensive
victory and continued their
strong home dominance in
IPL 2026.

BCCI Looks Beyond
Suryakumar Yadav Despite T20
World Cup Triumph: Report

India’s T20 World Cup-win-
ning captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav is reportedly facing scru-
tiny from the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) de-
spite leading the team to title
glory, with concerns raised
over his inconsistent batting
form. According to a report, se-
lectors are already evaluating
long-term leadership options
for India’s T20I side.

Captaincy Under Review
Despite World Cup Win

While Suryakumar guided
India to a successful T20 World
Cup campaign, his perfor-
mances with the bat were not
entirely convincing. The re-
port states that despite the
team’s success, the BCCI is
looking at the bigger picture,
especially with the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics in mind,
where cricket is set to feature
in the T20 format.

This has prompted discus-
sions within Indian cricket cir-
cles about whether Suryaku-
mar should continue as captain
in the long term or if the team
should transition to a younger
leadership group ahead of the
Olympic cycle.

Patchy Batting Form Raises
Concerns

Although Suryakumar’s
leadership was widely praised
during the tournament, his in-
dividual performances with
the bat were inconsistent. Re-
ports indicate that his lack of
big scores has raised concerns
among selectors, especially
considering the importance of
captain-batters delivering con-
sistently in the shortest
format.

In the T20 World Cup 2026,
Suryakumar had a relatively
quiet tournament compared to
some of his teammates. He
scored 242 runs in nine innings
at an average of just over 30,
which was seen as under-
whelming for a player of his
caliber.

Long-Term Planning Ahead

The move appeared to work
in Sunrisers Hyderabad’s fa-
vour, as their bowlers deliv-
ered a dominant performance
to secure a comprehensive vic-
tory.Tactical Flexibility For
SRHThe decision to move Kis-
han away from wicketkeeping
could mark a tactical shift for
Sunrisers Hyderabad. As cap-
tain, staying in the field rather
than behind the stumps gives
Kishan greater flexibility to
adjust field placements and
motivate bowlers directly.

This is especially signifi-

Of Olympics

The BCCI is reportedly fo-
cusing on long-term planning,
particularly with cricket’s re-
turn to the Olympics. Selectors
are believed to be assessing
leadership options who can
lead the team over the next
two-year cycle leading into the
Los Angeles Games.

This doesn’t necessarily
mean Suryakumar will imme-
diately lose the captaincy, but it
does indicate that the board is
keeping alternatives ready in
case his form does not
improve.

Strong Leadership Still A
Positive

Despite the scrutiny,
Suryakumar’s leadership has
been widely appreciated. He
played a key role in maintain-
ing team balance and guiding
India through high-pressure
matches during the World Cup.
His calm approach and aggres-
sive tactics earned praise from

cant given that Kishan is cur-
rently leading the side in the
absence of regular captain Pat
Cummins. With added leader-
ship responsibilities, the team
management may prefer him
to focus more on captaincy
and batting rather than jug-
gling multiple roles.Bowlers
Step Up In Big WinSunrisers
Hyderabad delivered a com-
manding performance with
the ball to defeat Rajasthan
Royals. The bowling unit
stepped up impressively, with
new faces making a strong im-

g Le |
experts and fans alike.

However, in modern cricket,
captaincy often depends heav-
ily on personal performance.
With several younger players
emerging and competition in-
creasing, selectors are keen to
ensure stability and consist-
ency moving forward.

What Happens Next?

The coming bilateral series
and upcoming tournaments
will likely play a crucial role in
determining Suryakumar’s fu-
ture as India’s T20 captain. If
he returns to form with the
bat, he could strengthen his po-
sition. Otherwise, India may
begin transitioning toward a
new leadership option ahead
of major global events.

For now, despite winning the
T20 World Cup, Suryakumar
Yadav faces an unexpected
challenge — proving that he re-
mains the best long-term lead-
er for India in the shortest
format.

pact and dismantling the op-
position batting lineup.The
win helped Sunrisers Hy-
derabad gain valuable mo-
mentum in IPL 2026 and
strengthen their position in
the points table. The match
also showcased improved
team coordination and tactical
clarity under Kishan’s
leadership.

What This Means Going
Forward

Kishan’s comments suggest
that Sunrisers Hyderabad may
experiment with their team
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15-Year-Old
VaibhavSooryavanshi
Set For India Debut
After IPL 2026 Heroics

eenage cricket sensation

VaibhavSooryavanshi is

reportedly set to make his

senior India debut follow-

ing his explosive start in
the Indian Premier League
2026 season. The 15-year-old
prodigy has caught the atten-
tion of selectors after deliver-
ing a string of match-winning
performances for Rajasthan
Royals.

Ireland Tour Could Mark
Historic Debut

According to reports,
Sooryavanshi has been short-
listed for India’s upcoming
tour of Ireland, where India
are scheduled to play a T20I se-
ries. If selected, the youngster
could become one of the young-
est players ever to represent
India at the international level.
He is also expected to be con-
sidered for the tour of Zimba-
bwe later this year, reflecting
growing confidence in his
abilities.

The selection buzz comes af-
ter Sooryavanshi’s impressive
performances in IPL 2026,
where his aggressive batting
style and fearless approach
have earned praise from fans
and cricket experts alike. His
ability to take on world-class
bowlers at such a young age
has made him one of the most
talked-about players of the
tournament.

Sensational IPL Perfor-
mances Turn Heads

The teenage batter has been
in sensational form, producing
explosive knocks that have
helped Rajasthan Royals se-
cure important victories. In
one of the standout perfor-
mances, Sooryavanshi
smashed 78 runs off just 26
balls, leading his team to a
memorable win and showcas-
ing his remarkable hitting abil-
ity. He also accumulated 200
runs in four innings at a blis-
tering strike rate above 260,
making him one of the leading
run-scorers early in the
season.

combination in upcoming
matches. If the change proves
successful, the franchise could
continue with Kishan as a
non-keeping captain — a strat-
egy used successfully by sev-
eral teams in modern T20
cricket.With IPL 2026 heating
up, such tactical adjustments
could play a crucial role in
Sunrisers Hyderabad’s cam-
paign. For now, Kishan’s lead-
ership experiment appears to
have paid off, and it may signal
anew approach for the team in
the remainder of the season.

In another impressive out-
ing, he hammered 39 runs off
just 14 balls against Jasprit-
Bumrah and other top bowlers,
demonstrating his fearless ap-
proach and ability to perform
under pressure. His aggressive
batting helped Rajasthan Roy-
als maintain strong momen-
tum in the tournament.

Rapid Rise Of A Young
Prodigy

Sooryavanshi’s rise in crick-
et has been nothing short of
extraordinary. Born in Sa-
mastipur, he made headlines
early by debuting in domestic
cricket at a very young age. He
later became the youngest play-
er to secure an IPL contract
when Rajasthan Royals signed
him during the mega auction.

His performances at youth
level have also been remarka-
ble. The left-handed batter
scored a record-breaking 175
runs in the ICC Under-19 World
Cup final, further establishing
his credentials as a future star
of Indian cricket.

Selectors Monitoring
Closely

With India set to play multi-
ple white-ball series after IPL
2026, selectors are reportedly
keen to test young talent.
Sooryavanshi’s explosive per-
formances have accelerated
discussions about handing him
an international debut sooner
rather than later.

A Historic Moment In The
Making

If selected, Sooryavanshi’s
debut would mark a significant
milestone in Indian cricket,
highlighting the arrival of a
new generation of young play-
ers. At just 15, he has already
demonstrated the tempera-
ment, skill, and confidence re-
quired to compete at the high-
est level.

With IPL 2026 still underway,
all eyes will now be on whether
the teenage sensation can con-
tinue his red-hot form and se-
cure a historic India debut in
the coming months.
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Ram Charan Reviews AdiviSesh’s ‘Dacoit’; Praises Performances and Technical Quality

Tollywood star Ram Charan
has shared his review of Da-
coit: A Love Story, starring
AdiviSesh and Mrunal
Thakur. The actor took to so-
cial media after watching the
film and expressed his appre-
ciation for the performances
and the overall technical qual-
ity of the movie.

Ram Charan revealed that
he thoroughly enjoyed the
film and particularly praised
AdiviSesh’s performance. He
described Sesh’s portrayal of
the charac- ter

memorable, highlighting the
actor’s strong screen presence
and emotional depth. The
praise from a leading star like
Ram Charan has further
boosted the buzz around the
film, which has already been
receiving positive word-of-
mouth from audiences.

The RRR star also lauded
Mrunal Thakur for her per-
formance, noting that she
brought great depth to her
role. He appreciated her abil-
ity to handle emotional scenes
effectively and contribute
meaningfully to the story. In
addition to the lead pair, Ram
Charan also praised Anurag
Kashyap and the supporting
cast, stating that the entire
team delivered strong
performances.

Ram Charan further appre-
ciated the film’s production
quality and technical stand-
ards. He specifically men-
tioned producer SupriyaYarl-
agadda and Annapurna
Studios for backing the film
with conviction and present-
ing it with high production
values. He congratulated the
entire team for their efforts
and wished them success.

The actor’s tweet quickly
went viral on social media,
with fans sharing his com-
ments widely. His review add-
ed to the growing list of celeb-
rities who have appreciated
the film since its release. The
movie has been attracting at-
tention for its blend of ro-
mance and action, along with
strong performances from the

cast.

‘Dacoit: A Love Story’ is di-
rected by ShaneilDeo and fea-
tures a mix of action, ro-
mance, and emotional drama.
The film, released on April 10,
2026, follows a gripping narra-
tive involving love, betrayal,
and revenge. It has generated
solid buzz at the box office and
continues to perform steadily
after a strong opening week-
end. Ram Charan’s endorse-
ment is expected to further
strengthen the film’s momen-
tum, as celebrity reviews of-
ten play a key role in influenc-
ing audience interest. With
positive responses coming
from both fans and industry
personalities, ‘Dacoit’ ap-
pears to be maintaining its
strong run in theatres.

Actress NivethaPethuraj is report-
edly preparing for a fresh start in her
‘acting career after facing setbacks in

er personal life. The actress, who had

' earlier stepped away from films to

focus on marriage plans, is now

said to be returning to the in-
dustry with renewed focus and
determination.

Personal Plans Took

Priority

According to reports,
NivethaPethuraj had decided to
slow down her acting career
when she received good film of-
fers, as she planned to move towards
married life. She reportedly got en-
gaged last August to Dubai-based busi-

nessman RajhithIbran. Initially, the actress
kept the relationship private but later shared
engagement photos on social media, which
' received congratulatory messages from fans
A tand industry colleagues.

# However, the situation reportedly changed
unexpectedly. News surfaced that Rajhithl-
bran got engaged to someone else, after

¥* which NivethaPethuraj unfollowed him on
#i social media and deleted her engagement

photos. Although the actress has not of-

ficially commented on the matter, the

development is believed to have deeply
affected her personal plans.

Focus Shifts Back to Acting

Following the personal setback,

NivethaPethuraj is now reportedly

planning to concentrate fully on her

" acting career. Sources suggest that she

\ : wants to put aside thoughts about re-

Eh'""“-ﬁ. o : - lationships and marriage for the time

Jr NTR-Trivikram Mythological Film
Likely To Be Announced On May 20

A highly anticipated collabo-
ration between Jr NTR and di-
rector Trivikram Srinivas is
once again making headlines,
with fresh buzz suggesting

@

NivethaPethuraj Plans
Fresh Start in Career
After Personal Setbhack

being and instead focus on building her pro-
fessional journey.

As part of this fresh start, the actress is
said to be reconnecting with directors, pro-
ducers, and co-actors she has worked with
previously. She is reportedly exploring op-
portunities that suit her acting style and is
open to taking up diverse roles to regain mo-
mentum in the industry.

Known for Versatile Roles

NivethaPethuraj has never restricted her-
self to traditional heroine roles. She has ap-
peared in supporting characters as well as
performance-oriented roles in films such as
Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo and other Telugu
and Tamil projects. Even though she has
worked in alimited number of films, she has
managed to carve out a distinct identity with
her performances.

Her willingness to experiment with differ-
ent kinds of roles is expected to help her dur-
ing this second phase of her career. Industry
insiders believe that the actress may now
choose more impactful and performance-
driven characters as she attempts a strong
comeback.

Second Innings Begins

With renewed focus and determination,
NivethaPethuraj appears ready to begin a
new chapter in her career. After navigating
personal challenges, the actress is now keen
to stay busy with films and rebuild her mo-
mentum in the industry.

Fans and industry observers are now
watching closely to see what kind of roles
she takes up in this second innings and
whether this fresh start helps her reclaim a
stronger position in Telugu and Tamil
cinema.

Janhvi Kapoor Stunned By
Jr NTR’s Makeover: ‘Devara
2’ Buzz Gains Momentum

Spider-Man Returns with
Emotional New Chapter

The excitement around Spider-Man:
Brand New Day has reached new
heights as Sony Pictures unveiled two
striking new posters at CinemaCon
2026. The fresh visuals offer fans a
glimpse into what promises to be one
of the most intense and emotional
journeys for the beloved superhero.

Studio chief Tom Rothman intro-
duced the posters, describing the film
as something entirely unique, despite
the longlegacy of Spider-Man stories.
He praised Tom Holland’s perfor-
mance, calling it his finest portrayal
yet. Holland later appeared virtually
and shared that the film is “the most
emotional Spider-Man story we’ve
ever made,” adding that it explores a
more mature and grown-up side of the
character.

The film has already generated mas-
sive buzz with its trailer, which has
shattered viewing records and be-
come one of the most talked-about re-
leases in recent times. Fans across the
globe have responded enthusiastically;,
signaling strong anticipation for a
story that blends high-stakes action
with deeper emotional storytelling.

Directed by Destin Daniel Cretton,
the movie brings back a stellar cast.
Alongside Holland, Zendaya and Ja-
cob Batalon reprise their roles, while
new and returning faces like Sadie
Sink, Jon Bernthal, Mark Ruffalo, Mi-
chael Mando, and Tramell Tillman
are set to play key roles. The ensemble
hints at a layered narrative that could
expand the Spider-Man universe in ex-
citing ways.With its blend of action,
emotion, and character-driven story-
telling, Spider-Man: Brand New Day is
shaping up to be a defining entry in
the franchise. The newly released

BRAND NEW D&Y

IN CINEMAS JULY 31
GLESH. HINDI, TANIL, TELUGU, MALAYALAM AND KANNADA

posters further tease an epic show-
down, suggesting that Peter Parker’s
journey will be more challenging than
ever before.Sony Pictures Entertain-
ment India has confirmed that the
film will hit theatres on July 31, 2026.
It will be released in multiple languag-
es including English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam, en-
suring a wide reach among audiences
across India.As anticipation contin-
ues to build, fans are eagerly counting
down to witness Spider-Man swing
back onto the big screen with a story
that promises both spectacle and
heart.

that their much-talked-about
mythological project could be
officially announced on May
20, coinciding with the actor’s
birthday. The film, which has
generated considerable excite-
ment among fans and industry
circles, is expected to be
mounted on a grand scale as a
pan-Indian mythological
spectacle.

The project has been in dis-
cussion for quite some time,
with speculation surrounding
the lead cast, storyline, and
production details. According
to the latest reports, Jr NTR is
likely to headline the film, al-
though an official confirma-
tion is still awaited. The poten-
tial announcement date of
May 20 has further fueled an-
ticipation, as fans often expect
major updates from the actor
on his birthday.

The film is reportedly based
on Lord Kartikeya (also known
as Kumara Swamy or Sub-
rahmanya), making it one of
the rare large-scale mythologi-
cal films in Telugu cinema. If
confirmed, the project is ex-
pected to combine Trivikram
Srinivas’ storytelling style
with high-end production val-
ues, positioning it as a major
cinematic venture. Mythologi-
cal dramas have seen renewed

interest in recent years, and
this film is expected to capital-
ize on that trend with a visu-
ally grand presentation and
powerful narrative.

Adding to the buzz, industry
chatter also suggests that the
film’s title may have already
been locked as Shanmukudu.
However, these details remain
speculative, and the makers
have not issued any official
confirmation yet. Such ru-
mors are common for big-tick-
et projects, and fans are wait-
ing eagerly for an official
announcement from the pro-
duction team.

The film is expected to be
produced by Naga Vamsi un-
der Sithara Entertainments in
collaboration with Fortune 4
Cinemas. With experienced
producers backing the project,
expectations are high that the
film will be mounted on a
grand scale with significant in-

vestment in visuals and pro-
duction design.

Meanwhile, Jr NTR is cur-
rently busy with his ongoing
project directed by Prashanth
Neel, which is also being made
on a large scale. Once that pro-
ject progresses further, the ac-
tor is expected to shift focus to
the Trivikram Srinivas film.
This scheduling also explains
why the announcement may
still be some time away despite
growing buzz.

If confirmed, the Jr NTR-
Trivikram collaboration will
mark one of the biggest up-
coming Telugu film projects.
With mythology, star power,
and large-scale production
coming together, the film is al-
ready being viewed as a poten-
tial blockbuster. Fans are now
eagerly waiting for May 20 to
see whether the much-antici-
pated announcement becomes
official.

Bollywood actress Janhvi Ka-
poor is reportedly impressed
with the latest transformation of
Jr NTR, sparking fresh buzz
around their upcoming collabo-
ration. The actress reacted to the
actor’s newly surfaced workout
look and called it “Unbelievable,”
drawing attention from fans and
industry circles.

NTR’s New Look Goes Viral

A recent still of Jr NTR from
his preparation for his upcoming
film with director Prashanth
Neel surfaced online, showcasing
the actor in a heavily trans-
formed, muscular avatar. The im-
age quickly went viral, with fans
praising the actor’s intense phys-
ical transformation and
dedication.

Among those impressed was
Janhvi Kapoor, who shared the
image and appreciated the make-
over, adding to the growing ex-
citement among fans. Her reac-
tion gained significant traction,
as actors rarely publicly praise
co-stars unless there is a profes-
sional connection.

‘Devara 2’ Speculation
Intensifies

Janhvi Kapoor made her Telu-
gu debut alongside Jr NTR in De-
vara: Part 1, which reportedly
crossed 500 crore at the box of-
fice. Despite the film’s massive

success, the makers have yet to
announce a clear timeline for the
sequel, Devara: Part 2, leading to
speculation about its progress.

However, Janhvi’s recent reac-
tion to NTR’s makeover has
sparked fresh discussions among
fans, with many believing that
work on the sequel could begin
soon. Some industry observers
suggest that her appreciation
may hint at her continued in-
volvement in the second
installment.

Busy Line-Up ForJanhvi
Kapoor

Even before the release of De-
vara, Janhvi Kapoor had report-
edly signed another Telugu pro-
ject opposite Ram Charan in the
film Peddi. The film, which fea-
tures her in a rural-based charac-
ter, has faced delays due to pro-
duction schedules.

Meanwhile, Jr NTR continues
to prepare for multiple big-ticket
projects, including his collabora-
tion with Prashanth Neel, which
is expected to be mounted on a
large scale. His new physical
transformation is believed to be
part of preparation for that film.

Fans Excited Over Reunion

While there is no official con-
firmation yet regarding Devara 2,
Janhvi Kapoor’s public praise for
Jr NTR’s transformation has

fueled speculation about
their reunion. Regard-
less of the ru-
mours, one thing 4
is clear — Jr g
NTR’s new look =

has im- 4

around his
upcoming
films contin-
ue to grow.
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