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Vijayawada, April 4, 
2026 | TPN Bureau

A crucial phase in rural 
governance has begun in 
Andhra Pradesh as officials 
take charge of  village ad-
ministrations across the 
state. With the completion 
of  the five-year tenure of  
Sarpanches and ward mem-
bers in nearly 13,100 Gram 
Panchayats, governance at 
the grassroots level has 
temporarily shifted into the 
hands of  special officers. 
This will continue until 
f r e s h  e l e c t i o n s  a r e 
conducted.

The situation arose pri-
marily due to the delay in 
conducting elections on 
time, with nearly 250 Pan-
chayats reportedly not go-
ing to polls. To avoid any 
administrative vacuum and 
ensure uninterrupted gov-
ernance, the state govern-
ment has invoked legal pro-
visions to appoint special 
officers. This move is being 
seen as a necessary and ur-
gent step to maintain conti-
nuity in village-level ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
development works.

The appointed officials 
come from various depart-
ments and have been en-
trusted with specific re-
sponsibilities. Tahsildars 
will oversee financial mat-
ters of  Panchayats, includ-
ing fund utilization, land-
related issues, maintenance 
of  records, and protection 
of  government lands. En-
suring transparency in de-
velopment projects is also a 
key part of  their role.

M e a n wh i l e,  M P D O s 
(Mandal Parishad Develop-
ment Officers) will play a 
central role in planning and 
implementing rural devel-
opment programs. They 
will coordinate infrastruc-
ture development, execu-
tion of  welfare schemes, 
and employment guarantee 
programs. MEOs (Mandal 
Education Officers) will su-
pervise the education sec-
tor in villages, focusing on 
government school man-

agement, student attend-
ance, quality of  education, 
and the implementation of  
the mid-day meal scheme.

Panchayat Raj officials 
will act as a direct link be-
tween the administration 
and the people. They will 
conduct meetings, address 
public grievances, and en-
sure quick resolution of  lo-
cal issues. Their role is cru-
c i a l  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g 
accessibility and respon-
siveness in governance dur-
ing this interim period.

This temporary adminis-
trative arrangement has 
been implemented under 
Section 143(3) of  the Andhra 
Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 
1994, which allows the gov-
ernment to appoint officials 
when elections are not con-
ducted or local bodies are 
dissolved. The provision en-
sures that governance does 
not come to a standstill.

The government has as-
sured that essential servic-
es such as drinking water, 
sanitation, and street light-
ing will continue without 
d i s r u p t i o n .  We l f a r e 
schemes will also be imple-
mented seamlessly, and 
farmers’ issues—including 
irrigation, crop losses, and 
land disputes—will be ad-
dressed promptly.

However, the absence of  
elected representatives has 
raised concerns. Experts 
point out that officials may 
lack the emotional connec-
tion and grassroots under-
standing that elected lead-
ers bring. The temporary 
gap in democratic represen-
t a t i o n  i s  a l s o  b e i n g 
debated.

While the government 
maintains that this is only a 
short-term measure, the 
pressing question among 
the public remains: when 
will elections be held? Offi-
cials indicate that prepara-
tions are underway, and 
elections are expected soon. 
Until then, the special offic-
ers’ administration will re-
main a key pillar of  rural 
governance in the state.

Officials Take Charge in  
Villages; Question  

Remains – When Are Elections?

Vijayawada, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

A
ndhra Pradesh Minister 
Nara Lokesh has empha-
sized the importance of  
unwavering support and 
unity, stating that “we 

must always stand by him,” in 
a strong message directed to-
wards party cadres and sup-
porters. His remarks come at a 
time when political develop-
ments in the state continue to 
shape public discourse and par-
ty dynamics.

Speaking at a recent public 
gathering, Lokesh recalled the 
challenging phases faced by his 
family and party, particularly 
during the arrest of  Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu in 
the past. He highlighted how 
the support extended by people, 
especially Telugu communities, 
provided immense strength and 
encouragement during difficult 
times. Lokesh expressed deep 
gratitude, noting that such soli-
darity remains unforgettable 
and continues to inspire the 
leadership. �

The minister underscored 
that loyalty and unity are the 
backbone of  any political move-
ment. He urged party workers 
to remain committed and stand 
together, regardless of  circum-
stances. According to Lokesh, 
collective strength not only 
helps overcome challenges but 
also ensures the party’s long-
term vision and development 
goals are achieved.

Lokesh also linked this mes-
sage of  support to the broader 
vision of  Andhra Pradesh’s 
progress. He reiterated that 
strong leadership, backed by 
dedicated cadre and public 
trust, is essential for imple-
menting developmental initia-
tives. Recent milestones, in-
cluding the recognition of  
Amaravati as the state’s capital, 
have further strengthened the 

government’s resolve to move 
f o r w a r d  w i t h  r e n e w e d 
confidence. 

Highlighting the sacrifices 
made by farmers and support-
ers in the Amaravati move-
ment, Lokesh said that standing 
by leadership during crucial 
moments has played a signifi-
cant role in achieving key victo-
ries. He noted that such unity 
reflects the aspirations of  mil-
lions of  people who believe in 
the state’s growth and future.

The minister concluded by 
calling upon party members 
and citizens to continue their 
support with the same spirit. 
He stressed that challenges are 
inevitable in politics, but con-
sistent backing and belief  in 
leadership can turn adversity 
into success.

Lokesh’s statement is being 
seen as both a message of  grati-
tude and a call for continued 
unity, reinforcing the impor-
tance of  standing together in 
shaping Andhra Pradesh’s po-
litical and developmental 
journey.

We Must Always Stand By Him: 
Minister Nara Lokesh Calls for Unity

Vijayawada, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

A
ndhra Pradesh Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu has taken a serious 
view of  the shocking inci-
dent reported from Mach-

erla in Palnadu district and 
has directed officials to take 
stringent action against the ac-
cused. The Chief  Minister has 
instructed the police depart-
ment to ensure the immediate 
arrest of  the suspect and to 
pursue the case with utmost 
urgency.

According to reports, the in-
cident involves a brutal assault 
on a woman government em-
ployee at her residence. The ac-
cused allegedly entered the 
house under the pretext of  ask-
ing for water and later attacked 
the victim, causing severe inju-
ries. The woman was rushed to 
a hospital in Guntur, where she 
is currently undergoing treat-
ment and is reported to be in 
stable condition. 

Reacting strongly, the Chief  
Minister emphasized that 
crimes against women will not 
be tolerated under any circum-
stances. He directed officials to 
ensure that the accused is 
brought to justice swiftly and 
faces the harshest possible 
punishment as per the law. 
Naidu also stressed the need 
for strict enforcement of  law 
and order to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

Police authorities have al-
ready formed special teams to 
trace and apprehend the ac-
cused, who is currently ab-
sconding. Investigators are ex-

amining all possible angles in 
the case, including whether the 
accused had any prior ac-
quaintance with the victim. 

The incident has sparked 
outrage among the public and 
drawn sharp reactions from 
various quarters. The State 
Women’s Commission has con-
demned the attack and assured 
full support to the victim, in-
cluding medical, legal, and psy-
chological assistance. Officials 
reiterated that ensuring the 
safety and security of  women 
remains a top priority for the 
government. This development 
comes at a time when the state 
government is under pressure 
to maintain strict law and or-
der. The Chief  Minister’s swift 
response is being seen as a 
clear message that the admin-
istration will act firmly against 
offenders and uphold justice 
without delay.The case contin-
ues to be under investigation, 
and further updates are expect-
ed as police intensify efforts to 
nab the accused.

CM Chandrababu Naidu Serious on 
Macherla Incident, Orders Strict Action

Vijayawada, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

I
n a significant administra-
tive and symbolic move, the 
Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh has officially un-
veiled a new state map com-

prising 28 districts, marking a 
transformative moment in the 
state’s history. The newly re-
leased map not only reflects 
the reorganization of  district 
boundaries but also promi-
nently designates Amaravati 
as the capital, reinforcing its 
central role in the state’s gov-
ernance and future develop-
ment.The highlight of  this 
map is the strategic position-
ing of  Amaravati, which is 
uniquely spread across the 
boundaries of  three key dis-
tricts—Guntur, Krishna, and 
NTR. Rather than being con-
fined to a single district, the 
capital region has been envi-
sioned as a unified adminis-
trative and developmental 
hub, symbolizing inclusivity 
and balanced regional growth. 
This tri-district integration 
positions Amaravati as the 
geographical and political nu-
cleus of  Andhra Pradesh.

Officials describe this re-
structured map as more than a 
mere territorial division. It is 
designed with the objective of  
improving administrative ef-
ficiency, ensuring better gov-
ernance, and accelerating re-
gional  development.  By 
reorganizing districts, the gov-

ernment aims to bring admin-
istration closer to the people 
while enabling faster imple-
mentation of  welfare and in-
frastructure projects.Amara-
vati’s location also provides 
strategic proximity to several 
neighboring districts, includ-
ing Palnadu, Prakasam, Bap-
atla, Eluru, and West Goda-
vari. This connectivity is 
expected to boost economic 
activity, enhance transport 
networks, and create new op-
portunities for trade and in-
vestment. The capital region is 
being envisioned as a growth 
engine that will benefit multi-
ple regions simultaneously.

Drawing cultural and his-
torical parallels, leaders have 
compared Amaravati’s rise to 
the legendary Indrakeeladri, 
where Arjuna is believed to 
have attained the powerful Pa-
supatastra. In a similar vein, 
Amaravati is being projected 

as a powerful symbol of  
Andhra Pradesh’s aspirations 
and resilience. The imagery of  
a “rainbow of  seven districts” 
surrounding the capital fur-
ther reinforces the idea of  uni-
ty in diversity and collective 
progress.From the lush coast-
al belt to the mineral-rich Ray-
alaseema region and the tribal 
areas of  North Andhra, the 28 
districts together form the 
backbone of  a progressive 
Andhra Pradesh. The new 
map is being seen as a blue-
print for the state’s future—
one that aligns governance 
with growth and vision with 
execution.As the state steps 
into this new phase, the gov-
ernment expresses confidence 
that the reimagined adminis-
trative structure will act as a 
catalyst for inclusive develop-
ment, turning the hopes of  
five crore people into a tangi-
ble reality.

A New Face of Andhra Pradesh: 28-District  
Map Unveiled with Amaravati at the Core

BUZZ POINTS

 Vijayawada, April 5, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

A recent political survey 
conducted by Chanakya Strate-
gies has provided fresh in-
sights into the electoral land-
scape of  four crucial Indian 
states—Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Assam, and West Bengal—
highlighting evolving voter 
sentiments, alliance dynamics, 
and the impact of  welfare poli-
tics ahead of  upcoming assem-
bly elections.

In Kerala, the survey indi-
cates a strong wave of  anti-in-
cumbency against the ruling 
Left Democratic Front (LDF), 
which has been in power for 
the past decade. Around 70 per-
cent of  respondents expressed 
a desire for a change in govern-
ment, citing dissatisfaction 
with governance and unmet 
promises. The United Demo-

cratic Front (UDF) appears to 
have gained momentum, espe-
cially among youth and women 
voters, driven by targeted wel-
fare schemes and campaign 
promises. The survey projects 
UDF securing a higher vote 
share and a significant number 
of  seats compared to LDF.

Tamil Nadu presents a con-
trasting picture, where the rul-
ing Dravida Munnetra Kazhag-
am (DMK)-led alliance is likely 
to retain power despite some 
anti-incumbency. Welfare ini-

tiatives, strong alliance coordi-
nation, and a favorable percep-
tion of  leadership have 
contributed to its advantage. 
However, opposition vote frag-
mentation, particularly due to 
emerging players like Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), 
could further strengthen 
DMK’s position. The survey 
suggests that while AIADMK 
retains influence in certain re-
gions, internal divisions may 
w e a k e n  i t s  o v e r a l l 
performance.

In Assam, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) is 
projected to maintain its domi-
nance with a significant vote 
share lead over the opposition 
alliance. The state’s complex 
social composition and frag-
mented voting patterns among 
minority groups appear to fa-
vor the NDA. Welfare schemes 
and identity-driven politics 
continue to shape voter behav-
ior, particularly in rural and 
tribal regions.

West Bengal’s political sce-
nario remains competitive, but 
the Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
is expected to hold an edge de-
spite facing anti-incumbency. 
Strong support from women 
and minority voters, along 
with leadership appeal, plays a 
crucial role in sustaining its 
advantage. The BJP continues 
to expand its base, especially 
among youth and certain so-
cial groups, but may fall short 
in terms of  seat conversion.

Overall, the survey under-
scores the growing importance 
of  welfare schemes, leadership 
perception, and alliance strate-
gies in determining electoral 
outcomes. While anti-incum-
bency remains a common fac-
tor, its impact varies signifi-
cantly across states, shaping a 
diverse and dynamic political 
landscape ahead of  the 
elections.

Vijayawada, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

I
n a major push towards 
clean and affordable energy, 
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has set an ambitious 
target to provide 10 lakh 

Piped Natural Gas (PNG) con-
nections across the state with-
in the next six months. The 
initiative aims to reduce de-
pendency on LPG cylinders 
and promote a more efficient, 
continuous, and eco-friendly 
fuel supply system.

The decision was taken dur-
ing a recent cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, where 
officials emphasized the need 
to accelerate the transition 
from LPG to PNG. Civil Sup-
plies Minister Nadendla 
Manohar stated that the gov-
ernment is focusing on ex-
panding city gas infrastruc-
ture in key urban centers such 
as Vijayawada, Guntur, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Nellore, and 
Kakinada. 

Unlike traditional LPG cyl-
inders, PNG offers uninter-
rupted gas supply through 
pipelines directly to house-
holds, eliminating the need for 
cylinder refills. The govern-
ment believes this shift will 
not only improve convenience 
but also reduce household fuel 
costs by nearly 30 percent. 

To encourage adoption, the 
state is integrating existing 
welfare schemes with PNG us-
age.  Under the Deepam 
scheme, beneficiaries who 
switch to PNG will continue to 
receive financial support 
through direct benefit trans-
fer (DBT), with an estimated 
subsidy of  ₹2,400—equivalent 
to three LPG cylinders. 

The government is also sim-
plifying the process for obtain-

ing connections. Approvals for 
pipeline installations will be 
granted within 24 hours 
through a single-window sys-
tem, ensuring faster rollout. 
Priority is being given to 
apartments, commercial es-
tablishments, industries, and 
even major temples to adopt 
PNG facilities. 

Officials have also outlined 
district-wise targets, aiming to 
provide at least 10,000 new 
connections in each district as 
part of  the broader expansion 
strategy. This initiative is part 
of  Andhra Pradesh’s larger vi-
sion to strengthen its clean en-
ergy ecosystem and modern-
ize urban infrastructure. By 
expanding PNG connectivity, 
the government hopes to cre-
ate a sustainable energy mod-
el that reduces environmental 
impact while ensuring afford-
ability and efficiency for citi-
zens.With aggressive targets 
and policy support in place, 
the state is positioning itself  
as a leader in promoting alter-
native energy solutions. If  im-
plemented successfully, the 
rollout of  10 lakh PNG connec-
tions could significantly trans-
form domestic fuel consump-
tion patterns and mark a 
major milestone in Andhra 
Pradesh’s energy transition 
journey.

Survey Signals Shifting Political Trends Across 
Key Indian States - Chanakya Strategies

Andhra Pradesh Targets 10 Lakh 
PNG Connections in Six Months to 

Boost Clean Energy Use
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Sri Sathya Sai, April 4, 
2026 | TPN Bureau

S
tate BC Welfare Minister 
S. Savitha criticized 
Chief  Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy for his in-
consistent statements on 

the Andhra Pradesh capital, 
calling it a “confusing and con-
tradictory narrative” that has 
eroded public trust. Address-
ing the media during the inau-
guration of  development pro-
jects in Penukonda town on 
Saturday, Minister Savitha 
highlighted Jagan’s shifting 
statements—referring at dif-
ferent times to Amaravati as 
the capital, then suggesting 
three capitals, and finally pro-
posing the controversial “MA-
VIGAN” plan.

Minister Savitha said, “The 
entire country recognizes Am-

aravati as Andhra Pradesh’s 
capital, yet Jagan changes his 
stance every hour. At one mo-
ment, he claims Amaravati is 
the capital; the next, three capi-
tals; then MAVIGAN. Even the 
Lotus Pond Palace, where he 
resides, is reportedly called the 
capital. It is ironic that even 

his party leaders themselves 
express concern for his well-
being.” She further asserted 
that the public has lost pa-
tience with such contradictory 
statements, noting that this in-
consistency has fueled voter 
dissatisfaction. “Due to the 
hardships faced by Amarava-

ti’s farmers and women, the 
YSRCP risks losing even the 11 
constituencies it previously 
won,” the Minister added.

Apart from political criti-
cism, Minister Savitha inaugu-
rated a Rs. 40 lakh development 
project in Penukonda, includ-
ing a grand flower market at 
the Anjaneya Swamy temple, 
constructed at a cost of  Rs. 6 
lakh. She emphasized that 
these initiatives aim to boost 
local trade and improve sanita-
tion facilities, announcing the 
construction of  Rs. 50 lakh san-
itation centers and street light-
ing from NTR Circle to 
Madakashira Road. She as-
sured that the ongoing Rs. 5 
crore projects in the area 
would be completed soon to en-
hance civic amenities for the 
residents.

The Minister also reiterated 
the state government’s com-
mitment to maintaining trans-
parency and ensuring develop-
ment projects directly benefit 
the local population. She urged 
citizens and local representa-
tives to actively participate in 
these initiatives to foster inclu-
sive growth.The event wit-
nessed participation from local 
officials, community leaders, 
and a large gathering of  resi-
dents, reflecting broad public 
engagement in the district’s 
ongoing development efforts.

Minister Savitha concluded 
by stressing the need for re-
sponsible leadership and con-
sistent policies, emphasizing 
that only stable governance 
can ensure Amaravati’s growth 
as a key regional and economic 
hub.

Vijayawada, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

The AP JAC Amaravati has 
expressed strong happiness 
over the Parliament’s approv-
al granting legal status to 
Amaravati as the capital of  
Andhra Pradesh, calling it a 
historic achievement and a 
major step toward stable gov-
ernance in the state.

Addressing a press confer-
ence held at the Revenue 
Bhavan in Vijayawada, AP 
JAC Amaravati Chairman 
Boppiraju Venkateswarlu 
and General Secretary Pal-
ishetty Damodar Rao wel-
comed the development and 
credited Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu for ful-
filling his promise of  estab-
lishing Amaravati as the 
state capital. They also 

thanked Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for supporting 
the bill in Parliament.

The leaders described the 
decision as the culmination 
of  a decade-long struggle by 
employees, farmers, women, 
and various public organiza-
tions. They said Amaravati’s 
recognition as the official 
capital reflects the will of  the 
people and marks a new era 
of  development for Andhra 
Pradesh.

Highlighting the role of  AP 
JAC Amaravati, the leaders 
noted that it was the first em-
ployees’ joint action commit-
tee formed with Amaravati 
in its name and logo, symbol-
izing its long-standing com-
mitment to the capital cause. 
They expressed pride that 
the capital they supported 
has now received legal 

backing.
However, the JAC also 

placed several demands be-
fore the government. They 
urged authorities to immedi-
ately allocate house sites in 
Amaravati for Secretariat 
and Head of  Department 
(HOD) employees, similar to 
the provisions made in Hy-
derabad during the state bi-
furcation. They stressed that 
such steps would boost confi-
dence among employees and 
strengthen administrative 
functioning in the capital 
region.

The leaders further de-
manded the announcement 
of  Interim Relief  (IR) and the 
constitution of  the 12th Pay 
Revision Commission (PRC) 
at the earliest. They pointed 
out that nearly 16 lakh em-
ployees and over four lakh 

pensioners in the state are 
awaiting wage revisions and 
financial relief.

Raising concerns over 
pending dues, the JAC stated 
that arrears amounting to 
nearly ₹40,000 crore are yet to 
be cleared, including retire-
ment benefits of  employees. 
They expressed concern that 
some retired employees have 
passed away without receiv-
ing their dues and urged the 
government to immediately 
release pending payments to 
e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e i r 
families.

The meeting concluded 
with JAC leaders reiterating 
their support for Amaravati’s 
development while urging 
the government to prioritize 
employee welfare measures 
a l o n g s i d e  c a p i t a l 
development.

Amaravati, April 4, 2026 
| TPN Bureau 

M
i n i s t e r  fo r  M i n e s, 
Groundwater Resources, 
and Excise, Kollu Ravin-
dra, emphasized the 
n e e d  f o r  A n d h r a 

Pradesh’s youth to fully em-
brace emerging opportunities 
in Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
during the inaugural AI Fu-
sion Summit held at Vijayawa-
da Convention Centre, the first 
AI-focused event in the Amara-
vati region.Addressing the 
gathering, Minister Ravindra 
recalled that around fifteen 
years ago, the state’s leader-
ship had recognized the poten-
tial of  the IT revolution. Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu had attracted multiple 
IT companies to Hyderabad, 
opening global opportunities 
for Telugu professionals. “To-
day, we stand at the threshold 
of  the AI era,” Ravindra said. 
“It is imperative that we lever-
age these opportunities and 
equip our youth with the neces-
sary technological skills to 
shape the future.”

The Minister criticized the 
past five years of  governance, 
citing significant losses for the 
state, including the exit of  

nearly 800 companies and a cli-
mate of  uncertainty that dis-
couraged investments. He 
highlighted that the coalition 
government has restored in-
vestor confidence by imple-
menting 27 new policies, re-
sulting in 25% of  new national 
investments flowing into 
Andhra Pradesh over the last 
two years.Ravindra also point-
ed out the growing importance 
of  renewable energy and data 
infrastructure in the state. 
“While India has one gigawatt 
of  data capacity, Andhra 
Pradesh already hosts three gi-
gawatts of  data centers, with 
another three gigawatts com-
ing soon—all thanks to the 
foresight of  our former Chief  
Minister,” he said.On develop-
ment projects, the Minister re-
affirmed the coalition govern-
m e n t ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
completing critical infrastruc-
ture initiatives, including Pola-

varam and the accelerated con-
struction of  Amaravati with 
central government support. 
He emphasized protection of  
key industries like the Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel Plant and 
the ArcelorMittal Steel project, 
which are expected to provide 
indirect employment to over 
100,000 people.Looking ahead, 
Ravindra outlined plans to pro-
mote electronics and automo-
bile sectors in Rayalaseema 
and develop eight ports across 
the state, stressing a vision of  
holistic development. He reit-
erated that technological fore-
sight, such as the adoption of  
AI and blockchain, must be lev-
eraged for Andhra Pradesh’s 
prosperity.“By following the vi-
sion set by Chandrababu 
Naidu, we can secure success 
for our state and ensure that 
our youth lead the AI-driven 
f u t u r e , ”  t h e  M i n i s t e r 
concluded.

Amaravati, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau: 

T
he Indian Journalists Un-
ion has strongly condemned 
the recent remarks made by 
former Chief  Minister and 
YSR Congress Party Presi-

dent Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
against media organizations, 
stating that his comments are 
objectionable. Leaders of  jour-
nalists’ unions criticized that it 
is ironic for Jagan Mohan Reddy 
to speak about alleged bias in 
the media.

In a statement released on Sat-
urday, IJU Secretary General D. 
Somasundar, Andhra Pradesh 
Union of  Working Journalists 
President I. V. Subba Rao, and 
AP Electronic Media Journal-
ists Association President 
Yechuri Shiva condemned the 
remarks made by the former 
Chief  Minister.

They stated that Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s comments, alleging that 

certain national media organi-
zations have become corrupt, 
were shocking and inappropri-
ate. They further noted that his 
remarks once again reflect his 
long-standing disregard for the 
media.

The union leaders pointed out 
that, while serving as Chief  
Minister and now as the presi-
dent of  a political party, and also 
being the head of  a media organ-
ization himself, it is unaccepta-
ble for him to repeatedly make 
defamatory and disparaging 
comments about the media.

They added that his allega-
tions of  media bias are reminis-
cent of  the proverb about hypoc-
risy, and criticized the fact that 
even while in opposition, Jagan 
Mohan Reddy has not changed 
his tone. They described this as 
unfortunate, recalling that dur-
ing his tenure in power, he had 
frequently targeted certain me-
dia organizations with repeated 
verbal attacks.

Andhra Pradesh Must Harness Future AI 
Opportunities for Youth: Minister Kollu Ravindra Objectionable Remarks  

by Former CM Jagan on Media!
Indian Journalists Union Condemns Comments Made by Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy

Mangalagiri, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

In a significant political de-
velopment, Andhra Pradesh 
Minister Kinjarapu Atchan-
naidu praised former Chief  
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu for restoring Amaravati 
as the state capital, asserting 
that the city’s legal and finan-
cial framework has been 
strengthened under his leader-
ship, effectively checking the 
disruptive policies of  YSRCP 
chief  Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy.

Speaking at a media briefing 
at the TDP central office, Min-
ister Atchannaidu criticized 
Jaganmohan Reddy for repeat-
edly changing his stance on 
Amaravati and described his 
tenure as a period of  destruc-
tion for the capital’s develop-
ment. He highlighted that, 
while Amaravati’s legal status 
was passed in Parliament with 
support from over 50 political 

parties, the YSRCP staged a 
walkout, opposing the historic 
d e c i s i o n  a n d  c r e a t i n g 
confusion.

The Minister lauded Chan-
drababu Naidu’s efforts during 
the bifurcation of  Andhra 
Pradesh, noting that the for-

mer CM ensured no damage 
was done to either Telangana 
or Andhra Pradesh and safe-
guarded the interests of  the 
people. He emphasized that 
Naidu worked tirelessly to con-
solidate regional harmony, en-
gaging with legislators for 

hours before officially declar-
ing Amaravati the capital, 
earning widespread public 
trust.

Atchannaidu pointed out 
that under the self-financed 
Amaravati project, 29,000 farm-
ers voluntarily contributed 
34,000 acres of  land, eliminat-
ing the need for government 
expenditure while facilitating 
the development of  a robust 
capital. He also criticized YS-
RCP for failing to implement 
irrigation and infrastructure 
projects effectively between 
2019 and 2024, leaving the state 
financially strained and halt-
ing growth.

Since the formation of  the 
coalition government in 2024, 
Atchannaidu stated, Amara-
vati’s development has acceler-
ated. Projects like Bhogapuram 
Airport, Moolapeta Port, and 
the Polavaram diaphragm wall 
are progressing swiftly, along-

side major investments in Vi-
zag Steel Plant and Rayalasee-
ma lift irrigation initiatives. 
These developments, he added, 
demonstrate the coalition’s 
commitment to balanced re-
gional growth and economic 
progress.

Minister Atchannaidu fur-
ther warned that attempts to 
derail Amaravati’s progress 
using diversionary politics, in-
cluding the so-called “Mavi 
Gan” narrative, would fail, em-
phasizing that Amaravati re-
mains the undisputed capital 
and a symbol of  Andhra 
P r a d e s h ’ s  c o l l e c t i v e 
aspirations.

The briefing was attended by 
Ministers BC Janardhan Red-
dy and Anagani Satya Prasad, 
who echoed support for the ac-
celerated development of  Am-
aravati and the restoration of  
public confidence in the state’s 
governance.

Chandrababu’s Leadership Secures Amaravati as 
Andhra Pradesh Capital, Counters Jagan’s Disruptions

Guntur, April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Guntur district JanaSena 
leaders met with Kandula 
Durgesh, Minister for Tour-
ism, Culture, and Cinematog-
raphy, during his visit to the 
district on Saturday, in a ges-
ture of  courtesy and coordina-
tion. The meeting took place at 
the local inspection bungalow, 
where the Minister was wel-
comed by the district JanaSena 
leadership, led by Gade Ven-
kateswara Rao, who personally 
extended a warm reception.

The gathering focused on 
discussing strategies for 
strengthening the JanaSena 
Party’s presence in the Guntur 
district and enhancing its or-
ganizational structure. Lead-
ers briefed Minister Durgesh 
on various initiatives under-
taken to consolidate the party’s 
influence at the grassroots lev-
el and improve coordination 
among party cadres. They em-
phasized the importance of  ad-
dressing public concerns effi-
ciently while ensuring smooth 
execution of  programs aimed 
at community welfare.

During the meeting, Kandu-
la Durgesh praised the Jana-
Sena Party for adhering to the 
principles and vision set forth 
by its national president, 
Pawan Kalyan. He encouraged 
party members to maintain 
commitment to these ideals 
while actively engaging with 
the public in a transparent and 
accountable manner. The Min-
ister highlighted the need for 

every cadre to work cohesively 
to strengthen the party’s local 
network and ensure that citi-
zen-centric initiatives remain 
the highest priority.

The interaction underscored 
the synergy between the state 
government and regional po-
litical leaders in promoting 
constructive civic engagement. 
Minister Durgesh advised that 
party activities should align 
with public interest, emphasiz-
ing transparency and integrity 
as essential components of  
governance and social out-
reach. He urged leaders to co-
ordinate effectively at the field 
level, ensuring that the Jana-
Sena Party not only consoli-
dates its  org anizational 
strength but also addresses lo-
cal issues with urgency and 
efficiency.

The meeting concluded with 
a shared commitment to com-
munity-focused action, reflect-
ing the party’s dedication to 
public welfare and principled 
political conduct. Leaders ex-
pressed their appreciation for 
the Minister’s guidance and 
pledged to uphold JanaSena’s 
values while expanding its 
reach in Guntur district.

The session was organized 
under the supervision of  the 
district leadership, with par-
ticipants acknowledging the 
importance of  collaboration 
between the party and govern-
ment re presentatives to 
achieve sustainable develop-
ment and political engagement 
at the grassroots level.

Guntur JanaSena Leaders Meet 
Minister Kandula Durgesh to 
Strengthen Party Initiatives

Minister S. Savitha Slams Jagan Over Capital Confusion, 
Launches Development Initiatives in Penukonda

AP JAC Amaravati Welcomes Legal Status for Capital, Seeks Employee Welfare Measures
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A 
political controversy has 
erupted over the function-
ing of  Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD), 
with YSR Congress Party 

leaders demanding the remov-
al of  TTD Chairman B. R. 
Naidu. Senior leaders R. K. 
Roja and Bhumana Karunakar 
Reddy have strongly criticized 
his leadership, alleging irregu-
larities and raising concerns 
over temple administration.

Speaking to the media, Roja 
alleged that several controver-
sies have surfaced during 
Naidu’s tenure, questioning 
his ability to continue in such 
a sensitive and prestigious po-
sition. She asserted that the 
sanctity and reputation of  
Tirumala must be protected at 
all costs and demanded that the 
state government take immedi-
ate action to remove him. Roja 
further stated that any lapses 
in the administration of  a glob-
ally revered temple like Tiru-
mala would hurt the senti-
ments of  millions of  devotees.

Echoing similar views, Bhu-
mana Karunakar Reddy inten-
sified the criticism by accusing 
the current TTD leadership of  
failing to uphold proper stand-

ards in governance. He de-
manded that Naidu step down 
voluntarily or face public pro-
tests. Bhumana announced 
that he would lead agitations 

in Tirupati, emphasizing that 
the protests would be conduct-
ed in a peaceful and democrat-
ic manner.He also alleged that 
attempts were being made to 

suppress dissent and restrict 
opposition voices, but main-
tained that such efforts would 
not deter them from raising is-
sues concerning temple man-

agement. He called upon party 
cadre and devotees to support 
the movement to “protect the 
sanctity of  Tirumala.”

The issue has quickly gained 
political traction, with the op-
position targeting the ruling 
establishment over the ap-
pointment and functioning of  
the TTD Chairman. Leaders 
argue that transparency and 
accountability are essential in 
managing religious institu-
t i o n s  o f  s u ch  n at i o n a l 
importance.

Meanwhile, no official re-
sponse has been issued yet 
from Chairman B.R. Naidu re-
garding the allegations. The 
developments have sparked 
widespread debate across 
Andhra Pradesh, especially 
among devotees and political 
circles.As tensions rise, all 
eyes are now on the state gov-
ernment’s next move, with in-
creasing pressure to address 
the concerns raised by opposi-
tion leaders. The controversy 
is expected to further intensify 
in the coming days, potentially 
leading to protests and a broad-
er political confrontation over 
temple administration in 
Tirupati.

Roja, Bhumana Demand Removal of TTD Chairman B.R. Naidu

Amaravati, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau

J
ana Sena MLC Konidela 
Nagababu has openly criti-
cized the leadership of  the 
YSR Congress Party, alleg-
ing that its leaders have 

“lost common sense” and are 
acting without rational judg-
ment .Speaking publicly, 
Nagababu stated that in a well-
functioning political party, 
when top leaders make mis-
takes, the second-tier leader-
ship usually intervenes to cor-
rect the course and ensure 
proper decision-making. How-
ever, he claimed that within 
YSRCP, not only the top leader-
ship but also the lower-level 
leaders and party workers are 
failing to exercise independent 
thinking. Instead, they are 
blindly following instructions, 
which he described as danger-
ous for a democratic political 
system.He expressed concern 
that this lack of  internal 
checks and independent judg-
ment is evident in the party’s 
recent decisions and state-
ments. According to Nagaba-
bu, such behavior undermines 
accountability and reflects a 
breakdown in rational political 
discourse. He emphasized that 
political organizations must al-
low diverse opinions and con-
structive feedback to function 
effectively.

Nagababu described the cur-
rent state of  the YSRCP as an 
“insanity zone,” highlighting 
that the party’s approach to 

governance and decision-mak-
ing appears irrational. He 
warned that continuing in this 
manner could harm both the 
party’s credibility and public 
trust.

These remarks come amid 
ongoing political tensions in 
Andhra Pradesh, with leaders 
from various parties exchang-
ing criticisms over govern-
ance, policies, and public state-
ments. While YSRCP has not 
officially responded to Nagaba-
bu’s comments, his statements 
have already sparked wide-
spread discussion and debate 
on social media.

Nagababu also urged citi-
zens to closely observe the par-
ty’s actions, implying that vot-
ers should hold leaders 
accountable for their deci-
sions. He stressed that inde-
pendent thinking and internal 
accountability are essential for 
a political party to maintain 
credibility and serve the public 
effectively.

As political discourse inten-
sifies in Andhra Pradesh, 
Nagababu’s comments are like-
ly to influence public percep-
tion and may add pressure on 
YSRCP to address concerns re-
garding internal decision-mak-
i n g  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p 
accountability.

This statement underscores 
the growing scrutiny of  YS-
RCP’s leadership and high-
lights the role of  opposition 
leaders in challenging party 
practices in the state.

Nagababu Criticizes YSRCP 
Leaders, Claims They Have 

‘Lost Common Sense’

Amaravati, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau

S
enior YSR Congress Par-
ty leader Sajjala Ram-
akrishna Reddy has 
strongly responded to re-
cent criticisms surround-

ing the Amaravati capital is-
sue, asserting his party’s clear 
stance while hitting back at 
political opponents.

Speaking at a media brief-
ing, Sajjala addressed debates 
around capital development 
and the so‑called “MAVIGUN” 
corridor proposal put forward 
by the YSRCP leadership. He 
reiterated that the party has a 
well‑defined position on Am-
aravati and its future, even as 
rival parties attempt to shape 
the narrative to their advan-
tage. Sajjala sharply criticized 
the opposition, particularly 
the ruling coalition led by 
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, accusing them of  
creating false celebrations 
over the capital issue despite 
unresolved concerns held by 
large sections of  the public. He 

said factual realities about 
Amaravati are being overshad-
owed by political rhetoric 
aimed at distracting people. 

Highlighting his party’s per-
spective, he emphasized that 
when discussions shifted to-
ward alternative capital re-
gion options like the MAVI-
GUN corridor, detractors 
reacted not on the basis of  
policy but sentiment, suggest-
ing underlying resistance to 
change and rational debate. 
Sajjala stressed that YSRCP’s 
approach is rooted in address-
ing financial feasibility and 
balanced development, even if  
those ideas are unpopular 
with some political circles. Saj-
jala also took aim at how cer-
tain remarks about Amaravati 
have been handled by rival 
leaders in the capital region 
debate, arguing that comments 
made by TDP MPs — such as 
referring to Amaravati with 
derogatory labels — were not 
adequately challenged by the 
ruling camp, thus enabling 
caste‑based narratives to gain 
traction. On the broader issue 

of  Andhra Pradesh’s capital 
development, he asserted that 
the party remains committed 
to exploring viable and finan-
cially sound alternatives to ac-
celerate growth without bur-
dening the state exchequer. 
Sajjala reiterated that public 
interest and sustainable plan-
ning must remain at the core 
of  decisions, not short‑term 
political gains.The debate has 
intensified following the pas-
sage of  the Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation (Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, in Parliament, which 
legally recognizes Amaravati 
as the sole capital of  the state. 
While the ruling alliance wel-
comed this move, the YSRCP 
has continued to voice its criti-
cism, alleging procedural and 
developmental concerns even 
as leaders like Sajjala defend 
the party’s stand in public fo-
rums. As political tensions 
around Amaravati remain 
high, Sajjala’s remarks are ex-
pected to further fuel discus-
sions among supporters and 
critics alike ahead of  future 
policy deliberations.

YSRCP Leader Sajjala Ramakrishna  
Reddy Responds on Amaravati Controversy

Vijayawada, April 04 | TPN 
Bureau

A
ndhra Pradesh Agricul-
ture Minister Kollu 
Ravindra on Friday car-
ried out a surprise in-
spection of  the Midday 

Meal Scheme at government 
schools in the city, underlining 
the government’s commitment 
to ensuring nutrition stand-
ards and food safety for 
students.

The Minister visited several 
schools unannounced to check 
the quality, quantity, hygiene, 
and overall management of  the 
midday meals provided to stu-
dents. During his inspection, 
officials were directed to pay 
close attention to cleanliness 
in kitchen areas, storage condi-
tions for food grains, and the 
quality of  ingredients being 
used. He also interacted with 
students and school staff  to 
gather firsthand feedback.

Addressing the officials, 
Ravindra emphasized that the 
Midday Meal Scheme is a vital 
programme for the health and 
educational well‑being of  chil-
dren, especially those from eco-
nomically weaker sections. He 
instructed that meals should 
be prepared with proper nutri-
tional balance and served in a 
clean environment. Any com-
promise on quality or hygiene, 
he warned, would not be toler-
ated.The Minister also spoke to 
kitchen staff  and asked them 
to maintain temperature 
checks, regularly clean cook-
ing utensils, and follow food 
safety protocols. He stressed 
that every child should receive 

meals that contribute positive-
ly to their physical develop-
ment and learning capabilities.
During the inspection, some 
schools were found lacking in 
certain areas, including clean 
serving areas and storage prac-
tices. The Minister issued im-
mediate directives to improve 
these aspects, stating that cor-
rective action should be taken 
without delay. He assured that 
monitoring teams would revis-
it the schools to ensure compli-
ance.Commenting on the pur-
pose of  the surprise audit, 
Kollu Ravindra said the gov-
ernment is committed to trans-
parency and efficiency in wel-
fare programmes. “Midday 
Meals are not just food; they 
are a lifeline for many children 
who depend on this nutrition 
daily,” he said. “It is our duty to 
ensure they receive healthy 
and hygienic meals every day.”

The inspection also included 
brief  interactions with parents 
who praised the government’s 
efforts but urged continuous 
monitoring to keep standards 
high.Officials from the school 
education department accom-
panied the Minister during the 
inspection. They were in-
structed to submit a detailed 
report on the meal scheme’s 
current status, improvements 
made, and future action plans.

The surprise inspection is 
seen as a move to reinforce ac-
countability among field staff  
and ensure that welfare 
schemes like the Midday Meal 
reach their intended benefi-
ciaries in the best possible 
manner.

Kollu Ravindra Conducts 
Surprise Inspection of 
Midday Meal Scheme

Guntur, April 4, 2026 |  
TPN Bureau

A
ndhra Pradesh Tourism, 
Culture, and Cinematog-
raphy Minister Kandula 
Durgesh expressed his 
delight over the historic 

legal recognition of  Amaravati 
as the state capital, following 
approval in both Houses of  
Parliament. He described this 
achievement as a rightful hon-
or to the aspirations of  the peo-
ple of  Andhra Pradesh and 
noted that Pawan Kalyan also 
conveyed special happiness 
over this milestone.

Addressing media represent-
atives in Guntur, Minister 
Durgesh sharply criticized 
leaders of  the ruling YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP), stating 

that many, including former 
minister Ambati Rambabu, 
lack rational thinking and re-

peatedly confuse the public re-
garding the state capital issue. 
He claimed that YSRCP presi-

dent Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
is misleading citizens with pro-
posals like ‘MaaVigan’ and oth-
er “unrealistic and bizarre” 
plans. Durgesh urged YSRCP 
leaders to recognize the reality 
and heed the online criticism 
as a reflection of  their 
ignorance.

The Minister emphasized 
Amaravati’s strategic location 
at the center of  the state, en-
suring balanced connectivity 
to all regions. He highlighted 
that during the last five years, 
the YSRCP government at-
tempted to undermine Amara-
vati, but the persistence of  
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu ensured its legal rec-
ognition through proper legis-
lative measures. Durgesh 

praised the efforts of  CM 
Chandrababu Naidu and Dep-
uty CM Pawan Kalyan for their 
tireless work toward state de-
velopment, conveying special 
gratitude on behalf  of  the peo-
ple of  Andhra Pradesh.

Minister Durgesh warned 
YSRCP leaders that their 
shouting and empty rhetoric 
cannot replace knowledge or 
leadership. He urged them to 
adopt a consistent and respon-
sible stance on the Amaravati 
issue to prevent further public 
confusion. The Minister reaf-
firmed that Amaravati’s legal 
status secures its position as 
the capital and serves as a 
foundation for balanced 
growth and development 
across Andhra Pradesh.

Amaravati Gains Legal Status: Historic Victory for  
Coalition Government – Minister Kandula Durgesh

Amaravati, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Former Member of  Parlia-
ment Vijayasai Reddy has once 
again sparked political debate 
over the future of  Amaravati 
by offering pointed sugges-
tions to Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu regarding 
the implementation and pro-
tection of  the capital city pro-
ject. His remarks come amid 
heightened political attention 
after the passage of  the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorg anisation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, which 
grants Amaravati statutory 
capital status.

Reddy’s recent commentary 
has stirred controversy, high-
lighting concerns about how 
the region’s development nar-
rative is being framed by vari-
ous political parties. In a wide-
ly shared statement,  he 
emphasized that Amaravati’s 
future must be safeguarded 
from ongoing policy shifts and 
political rhetoric that could 
hamper its growth trajectory. 
While his wording was critical 
of  certain aspects of  the capi-
tal debate, his focus remained 
on urging constructive engage-
ment between leading political 
figures, including Chandraba-
bu Naidu. 

Over the past week, Amara-
vati has been thrust into na-
tional headlines as Parliament 
cleared the way for the city to 
be recognized legally as the 

sole capital of  Andhra Pradesh. 
Supporters of  the move — in-
cluding farmers who contrib-
uted land under the Land Pool-
ing Scheme — celebrated the 
legislation as a long‑awaited 
affirmation of  the region’s 
status. 

However, not all political 
voices have aligned behind a 
single narrative. Critics of  the 
current capital policy have re-
peatedly expressed concerns 
over financial viability and 
broader regional development, 
particularly those aligned with 
the former YSRCP govern-
ment’s three‑capital policy. 
Former party leaders have ar-
gued alternatives such as the 
MAVIGUN corridor could pro-
vide balanced growth for the 
state. 

In his comments, Reddy 
called upon Chandrababu 
Naidu to continue bolstering 
Amaravati’s growth through 
clear planning, transparent 
governance, and inclusive de-
cision‑making that reflects the 
aspirations of  all stakeholders. 
He stressed that any future dis-
course on the capital must pri-
oritize people’s interests over 
competitive politics.

The dialogue over Amarava-
ti’s future continues to evolve, 
with state leaders across par-
ties weighing in as develop-
ment progresses and infra-
structure projects  move 
forward.

Vijayasai Reddy Urges 
Chandrababu Naidu to Protect 

Amaravati Amid Ongoing Debate
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Vijayawada , April 04 | 
TPN Bureau

F
ormer Union Minister and 
MLA Y. S. Chowdary was 
felicitated by Amaravati 
farmers and women in rec-
ognition of  his significant 

role in supporting the capital 
region movement. The event 
took place at his camp office on 
Saturday, where an interaction 
was held with farmers and lo-
cal residents.

During the meeting, farmers 
expressed their gratitude, stat-
ing that Sujana Chowdary 
stood firmly with them from 
the beginning of  the Amara-
vati movement and provided 
unwavering support through-
out. They highlighted his con-
tributions both financially and 
morally, noting that his assis-
tance during crucial times 

gave them confidence and 
strength.

Farmers also recalled his in-
volvement in legal matters, 
stating that he extended sup-
port in pursuing cases in the 
High Court and the Supreme 
Court, while also coordinating 
with legal experts and explain-
ing key developments. They 
emphasized that even during 

times when funds were scarce, 
Sujana Chowdary personally 
bore expenses to support the 
cause.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sujana Chowdary said he 
never considered his efforts as 
a favor but as his responsibili-
ty in a democratic system. He 
stressed that issues like the 
capital should be addressed be-
yond caste, religion, or politi-

cal affiliations. He reiterated 
that Amaravati is not just an 
administrative capital but 
should evolve as a “growth en-
gine” for the state.

He credited leaders like Nar-
endra Modi, N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, Pawan Kalyan, and 
Nara Lokesh for their support 
towards Amaravati. He also ac-
knowledged the contributions 
of  media baron Ramoji Rao in 
raising awareness through 
publications in multiple 
languages.

Referring to the initial for-
mation of  Amaravati as the 
state capital, he mentioned the 
role of  national leaders like 
Arun Jaitley and Rajnath Sin-
gh in securing recognition at 
the Centre.

Responding to recent politi-
cal remarks, Sujana Chowdary 

asserted that no force could 
shift Amaravati even by an 
inch, stating that the develop-
ment of  the capital would con-
tinue irrespective of  political 
narratives. He added that at-
tempts to divert attention 
through statements would not 
impact  the  pro g ress  of  
Amaravati.

He further advised farmers 
to remain united and commit-
ted to developing the region, 
stating that with collective ef-
fort, Amaravati has the poten-
tial to grow into a global city 
comparable to New York or 
Singapore in the future.

A large number of  farmers, 
women, public representatives, 
and local leaders participated 
in the event and expressed 
their continued support for the 
development of  Amaravati.

Vijayawada, April 04 | 
TPN Bureau

Kerala Director General 
of  Police Ravada A. Chan-
drasekhar visited the re-
nowned Kanaka Durga 
Temple atop Indrakeeladri 
hill in Vijayawada on Sat-
urday and offered special 
prayers along with his 
family members.

Upon arrival at the tem-
ple, the senior IPS officer 
was warmly received by 
temple  of f ic ials  and 
priests. The temple admin-
istration made special ar-
rangements to ensure a 
smooth and comfortable 
darshan for the visiting 
dignitary and his family.

During the visit, Chan-

drasekhar and his family 
participated in special rit-
uals conducted inside the 
sanctum sanctorum of  
Goddess Kanaka Durga. 
The priests performed the 
rituals with traditional Ve-
dic chanting, creating a 
spiritual atmosphere in 
the temple premises. Fol-
lowing the darshan, Vedic 
scholars offered blessings 
to the DGP and his family.

As part of  the custom-
ary temple honors, offi-
cials presented the visiting 
dignitary with sacred of-
ferings, including Shesha 
Vastram, prasadam, and a 
framed picture of  the pre-
siding deity. These honors 
are traditionally given to 
distinguished visitors as a 

mark of  respect.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Chandrasekhar ex-
pressed happiness over 
visiting the temple and de-
scribed it as a spiritually 
fulfilling experience. He 
appreciated the temple ad-
ministration for maintain-
ing proper arrangements 
and ensuring a smooth 
flow of  devotees despite 
the rush.He further stated 
that he prayed for the well-
being, peace, and prosper-
ity of  all people. He also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  such sacred plac-
es in promoting spiritual 
harmony and bringing 
people together.

The visit attracted the 
attention of  several devo-

tees present at the temple, 
who gathered to witness 
the special prayers per-
formed by the Kerala DGP. 
Adequate security ar-
rangements were also in 
place to ensure that the 
vis i t  was  conducted 
smoothly without causing 
inconvenience to other 
devotees.The Kanaka Dur-
ga Temple, situated on the 
Indrakeeladri hill, is one 
of  the most prominent pil-
grimage destinations in 
Andhra Pradesh. It contin-
ues to draw thousands of  
devotees every day, includ-
ing several dignitaries 
from across the country 
who visit to seek the bless-
ings of  Goddess Kanaka 
Durga.

Kerala DGP Offers Special Prayers at Kanaka Durga Temple

Vijayawada , April 04 | TPN 
Bureau

I
n a significant medical 
breakthrough, the cardiac 
surgical team at Aster 
Ramesh Hospitals success-
fully performed an advanced 

“Awake Coronary Artery By-
pass Grafting (CABG)” on a 
64-year-old high-risk patient, 
marking a major milestone in 
complex cardiac care.

The patient, who had multi-
ple health complications in-
cluding diabetes, hyperten-
sion, and severe triple vessel 
coronary artery disease, also 
had a history of  right lung can-
cer. Following a lobectomy and 
subsequent chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy, the patient’s lung 
capacity was severely compro-
mised, making conventional 
open-heart surgery under gen-
eral anesthesia extremely 
risky.Considering the critical 
condition, the expert surgical 
team led by senior cardiac sur-
geon Dr. Jayaram Pai and sen-
ior DM Cardiac Anesthesiolo-
gist Dr. Loganathan opted for 
an innovative approach by per-
forming the bypass surgery 
while the patient remained 

aw a k e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
procedure.

This highly specialized tech-
nique eliminated the need for 
general anesthesia and ventila-
tor support, significantly re-
ducing the chances of  post-op-
erative lung complications. 
The team ensured stability and 
safety during the entire proce-
dure, demonstrating that 
awake cardiac surgeries can be 
both safe and effective, even in 
p a t i e n t s  w i t h  m u l t i p l e 
comorbidities.

Speaking on the achieve-
ment, Dr. Pothineni Ramesh 

Babu stated that this rare and 
complex procedure opens new 
avenues for treating cardiac 
patients with poor lung func-
tion. He emphasized that the 
success was made possible due 
to advanced medical technolo-
gy, clinical expertise, and a 
strong commitment to patient 
safety. He also congratulated 
the surgical and critical care 
teams for setting a new bench-
mark in high-risk cardiac 
procedures.

Dr. Ramesh Babu further 
highlighted that the hospital 
group has performed over 

30,000 cardiac surgeries with a 
high success rate, earning a 
reputation as one of  the most 
trusted cardiac care centers in 
the country.

According to Dr. Mamata 
Rayapati, the team of  senior 
cardio-thoracic and vascular 
surgeons, including Dr. Jayar-
am Pai, Dr. Siva Prasad, Dr. 
Mrityunjay, Dr. Ashok Kumar, 
Dr. Bharat Siddharth, and Dr. 
Srikant Mahapatra, is provid-
ing expert cardiac care across 
Guntur, Ongole, and Vijayawa-
da.She added that the team has 
vast experience in handling 
complex cases ranging from 
newborns to elderly patients 
up to 90 years of  age. The hos-
pital group has also performed 
over 50,000 complex cardiac 
and vascular procedures, in-
cluding heart transplants, min-
imally invasive surgeries, 
emergency bypass operations, 
and neonatal cardiac surger-
ies.The press meet was attend-
ed by Dr. Loganathan and Clus-
ter Business Head Dr. Karthik 
Chowdary, along with other 
members of  the medical team, 
highlighting the hospital’s con-
tinued commitment to excel-
lence in advanced healthcare.

Awake Heart Bypass Surgery Successfully 
Performed on Cancer Patient

Vijayawada, April 04 | TPN 
Bureau

D
eputy Director of  Town 
and Country Planning 
Rangaraju Alladi has 
warned that strict disci-
plinary action will be tak-

en against officials if  files re-
lated to the Land Regularization 
Scheme (LRS) remain pending 
for a long time.

The remarks were made dur-
ing an open forum held on Sat-
urday afternoon at the Vi-
j a y a w a d a  M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation (VMC) head of-
fice, in the new building’s 
meeting hall. The session was 
conducted under the supervi-
sion of  Deputy City Planner 
Chandrabose, focusing on is-
sues related to LRS, Transfer-
able Development Rights 
(TDR) bonds, and building plan 
approvals.Addressing the offi-
cials and participants, Ranga-
raju stated that the extended 
deadline for the Land Regulari-
zation Scheme is set to end on 
April 23, 2026. In view of  the 
approaching deadline, he di-
rected the leaders to expedite 
the clearance of  all pending 
LRS files. He made it clear that 

accountability would be fixed 
on the leaders responsible for 
delays, and disciplinary meas-
ures would be initiated if  files 
are not processed promptly.

During the open forum, sev-
eral citizens who had opted for 
spot payment under the LRS 
were issued their proceedings 
immediately. Leaders also ad-
dressed public queries regard-
ing TDR bonds and building 
plan approvals, clarifying pro-
cedures and resolving doubts 
raised by attendees.The initia-
tive aimed to bring transpar-
ency and efficiency in han-
dling urban planning matters 
while ensuring that applicants 
receive timely services. The of-

ficials emphasized the impor-
tance of  completing all pend-
ing work within the stipulated 
timeframe to avoid inconven-
ience to the public.Senior lead-
ers including Subbarao (RD-
DTP), Rajyalakshmi (ADDT P), 
Y. Rambabu (ACP), and P. Mo-
han Babu (ACP), along with 
town planning staff, participat-
ed in the program and inter-
acted with the public.The Vi-
j a y a w a d a  M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation reiterated its com-
mitment to improving admin-
istrative efficiency and ensur-
ing faster processing of  
applications related to land 
regularization and urban 
development

Action Warned Over Pending 
LRS Files in Vijayawada

Vijayawada, April 04 | TPN 
Bureau

In a creative initiative aimed 
at promoting environmental 
awareness, students show-
cased innovative alternatives 
to single-use plastic by crafting 
bags from old clothes at a com-
petition held in Vijayawada.

The event was organized at 
Mahatma Gandhi Municipal 
School in One Town, where 
NTR District Collector and Vi-
jayawada Municipal Corpora-
tion (VMC) Special Officer G. 
Lakshmisha participated as 
the chief  guest. He interacted 
with students who enthusiasti-
cally displayed bags stitched 
from used fabrics, highlighting 
the importance of  reuse and 
waste reduction.

During the interaction, the 
Collector asked students about 
the materials used in making 
the bags. The students ex-

plained that they used old 
clothes, emphasizing the con-
cept of  “reuse” and “reduce” to 
minimize waste. When ques-
tioned about using plastic in-
stead, the students confidently 
responded that single-use plas-

tic is harmful to the environ-
ment and that eco-friendly al-
t e r n a t i v e s  s h o u l d  b e 
encouraged.

Appreciating their efforts, 
Lakshmisha praised the stu-
dents for their creativity and 

awareness. He encouraged 
them to continue using cloth 
bags and to spread awareness 
among their families and com-
munities about reducing plas-
tic usage. He suggested that 
students motivate their par-
ents to carry cloth bags to mar-
kets, thereby contributing to a 
l a r g e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
movement.

Highlighting growing con-
cerns, the Collector cited re-
cent studies indicating the 
presence of  microplastics even 
in human breast milk due to 
excessive plastic usage. He 
stressed that plastic does not 
decompose easily and poses se-
rious threats to both the envi-
ronment and human health. 
He also warned that using plas-
tic for hot food can release 
harmful chemicals, potentially 
leading to serious health is-
sues, including cancer.

Referring to the vision of  A. 

P. J. Abdul Kalam, he said eve-
ry student is like a scientist 
and should use their creativity 
to bring positive change in so-
ciety. He encouraged students 
to utilize their summer holi-
days to produce more cloth 
bags, announcing that those 
who make the highest number 
would receive special awards, 
and their parents would also be 
recognized.He further pro-
posed distributing these cloth 
bags free of  cost in local mar-
kets such as Rythu Bazaars to 
spread awareness and gradu-
ally eliminate plastic usage.

District Education Officer 
Chandrakala, VMC Zonal Com-
missioner Ramya Keerthana, 
Deputy Educational Officer 
Sambasiva Rao, Assistant Med-
ical Health Officer Dr. B. An-
napurna, Headmaster K. Mall-
ikarjun Reddy, and staf f  
members were present at the 
event.

Students Turn Old Clothes into Bags, Promote Eco-Friendly Living

Nandigama, April 04 | TPN 
Bureau

V
ijayawada Member of  
Parliament Kesineni Si-
vanath (Chinni) has an-
nounced that permanent 
buildings for the Kendri-

ya Vidyalaya in Nandigama 
will be constructed at the earli-
est, marking a significant step 
towards strengthening educa-
tional infrastructure in the 
region.

The MP, along with Andhra 
Pradesh Government Whip 
and MLA Tangirala Sowmya, 
inspected the temporary school 
premises as well as the site ear-
marked for the permanent 
campus at Raghavapuram on 
Saturday. During the visit, they 
reviewed the available facili-
ties and discussed plans for the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e 
institution.

Interacting with school lead-
ers , Kesineni Chinni inquired 
about student admissions, in-
frastructure readiness, and es-
sential amenities such as fur-
niture,  classrooms,  and 
sanitation facilities. He empha-
sized the need to ensure that 
students receive quality educa-
tion with adequate resources 
from the very beginning.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the MP expressed happiness 
over the establishment of  the 
Kendriya Vidyalaya in Nan-
digama, stating that it would 
greatly benefit students from 
rural areas by providing access 

to high-quality education. He 
noted that efforts were made 
even at the parliamentary level 
to bring the institution to the 
region and appreciated the 
support extended by MLA Tan-
girala Sowmya in making it a 
reality.

He also acknowledged the 
contribution of  local TDP lead-
ers and the MLA, who ar-
ranged temporary buildings 
using their own resources to 
ensure that the school could 
begin functioning without de-
lay. He assured that the con-
struction of  the permanent 
campus would be taken up 
soon.MLA Tangirala Sowmya 
highlighted that the establish-
ment of  the Kendriya Vidya-
laya is a major milestone in the 
development of  Nandigama as 
an educational hub. She cred-
ited the MP for his continuous 
coordination with the central 
government and his persistent 
efforts in securing the institu-
tion for the region.She further 
stated that the upcoming insti-
tution would not only expand 
educational opportunities for 
local students but also gener-
ate employment prospects. The 
initiative, she added, would 
play a key role in transforming 
Nandigama into a center for 
academic excellence.Several 
officials, including the RDO, 
Municipal Commissioner, pub-
lic representatives, and local 
leaders, participated in the in-
spection program along with a 
large number of  residents.

Permanent Campus for 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Soon in 
Nandigama: MP Kesineni Chinni

Sujana Chowdary Felicitated by Amaravati 
Farmers for Key Role in Capital Movement
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 Srikalahasti, April 4 | TPN 
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Krishna Teja, IAS and Panchayat 
Raj Commissioner, visited the re‑
nowned Srikalahasteeswara Tem‑
ple, popularly known as “Dakshina 
Kashi,” on Saturday along with his 
family and offered prayers.During 
the visit, he had darshan of  Lord 
Vayulinga (Srikalahasteeswara) 
and Goddess Jnana Prasunamba. 
The temple authorities made spe‑
cial arrangements for Antaralaya 
darshan, ensuring a smooth and 
peaceful visit for the Commissioner 
and his family.

Temple Trust Board Chairman 
Kotte Sai Prasad extended a warm 
welcome to Krishna Teja and facili‑
tated all arrangements. He also en‑
sured that Vedic blessings were of‑
fered to the visiting dignitary in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t e m p l e 
traditions.

The visit was conducted in an or‑
derly manner with the support of  
temple officials and staff. Several 
key officials were present on the oc‑
casion, adding significance to the 
visit.

Those who participated in the 
programme included Temple Trust 
Board Chairman Kotte Sai Prasad, 

Srikalahasti Market Yard Chair‑
man Chenchayya Naidu, Temple 
Assistant Executive Officer Vid‑
yasagar Reddy, Protocol Assistant 
Executive Officer Mohan, and Pub‑
lic Relations Officer Ravi.

The visit of  the senior official at‑
tracted the attention of  devotees 
present at the temple, with many 
gathering to see the Commissioner 
during his spiritual visit.The Sri‑
kalahasteeswara Temple, one of  the 
most prominent Shiva temples in 
South India, continues to attract 
devotees and dignitaries from 
across the country throughout the 
year.

Krishna Teja Visits 
Srikalahasteeswara Temple

Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

T
irupati MLA Arani Srini‑
vas conducted an inspec‑
tion of  Sathyanarayan‑
apuram ZP High School in 
Jivakona on Saturday 

morning, emphasizing the im‑
portance of  education and 
proper nourishment for stu‑
dents. The MLA personally 
checked student attendance, 
the number of  enrolled stu‑
dents, and the overall function‑
ing of  the school to ensure 
smooth academic operations.

During his visit, Srinivas in‑
spected the mid‑day meal pro‑
gram, assessing the quality 
and quantity of  food being pro‑
vided to students. He also 
shared a meal with the stu‑
dents and expressed satisfac‑
tion with the preparation. The 
students had a special treat of  
bellam pongal that day, which 
they appreciated and enjoyed.

The MLA listened to stu‑
dents’ concerns, particularly 
regarding the school laborato‑
ry, which lacked sufficient 
equipment. In response, he as‑
sured that necessary lab in‑
struments would be provided 

at the earliest to enhance prac‑
tical learning opportunities. 
Additionally, several students 
requested improvements in the 
school building, including a 
grand infrastructure upgrade, 
which the MLA promised to 
review.

Addressing the students di‑
rectly, Arani Srinivas urged 
them to study diligently and 
bring pride to their parents 
and society through their 
achievements. He strongly ad‑
vised students to limit their 
use of  mobile phones and stay 

away from social media dis‑
tractions, stressing that aca‑
demic focus was essential for 
their personal and profession‑
al growth.The inspection also 
included discussions with 
school authorities regarding 
daily operations, nutrition 
standards, and overall student 
welfare. Officials accompany‑
ing the MLA included DEO 
N.V. Kumar and MEO Balaji, 
among others.

The visit underscores the 
government’s commitment to 
improving educational infra‑

structure and providing stu‑
dents with an environment 
conducive to learning. By pri‑
oritizing academic focus and 
balanced nutrition, the initia‑
tive aims to cultivate responsi‑
ble, well-rounded students ca‑
p a b l e  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g 
positively to society in the fu‑
ture.MLA Arani Srinivas con‑
cluded the visit by reiterating 
that the school and its students 
would continue to receive sup‑
port from local authorities to 
ensure high-quality education 
and holistic development.

MLA Arani Srinivas Urges Students to Focus 
on Studies, Stay Away from Social Media

Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh South‑
ern Power Distribution Com‑
pany Limited (APSPDCL) an‑
nounced the launch of  the 
‘Suryaghar Utsav’ initiative, 
aimed at promoting rooftop so‑
lar systems across its service 
areas. The program is sched‑
uled to commence on April 5, 
coinciding with Babu Jagjivan 
Ram Jayanti, and will continue 
until April 14, which marks Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Jayanti, ac‑
cording to APSPDCL Chair‑
man & Managing Director 
Shivashankar Loteeti.

The announcement was 
made during a video confer‑
ence held at the APSPDCL cor‑
porate office on Saturday, 
where officials from the com‑
pany and representatives of  
solar installation agencies dis‑
cussed the implementation 
strategy. The initiative targets 
households belonging to SC 
and ST communities across 
nine districts, including Nel‑
lore, Tirupati, Chittoor, An‑
namayya, Kadapa, Kurnool, 
Nandyal, Anantapur, and Sri 
Sathya Sai.

The objective of  the program 
is ambitious: to install rooftop 

solar systems on 25,000 homes 
within the 10-day period. CMD 
Shivashankar Loteeti empha‑
sized that all corporate and 
field staff, along with agency 
partners, must work efficiently 
and in a coordinated manner to 
achieve the target. He added 
that all necessary equipment 
for installations is already 
available and urged agencies to 
deploy sufficient manpower to 
complete the work “with a 
sense of  urgency akin to a 
mission.”Highlighting ac‑
countability, Loteeti cautioned 
that any negligence or delays 
from officials, staff, or agencies 
would not be tolerated. He 
called for strict supervision 
and monitoring to ensure time‑

ly completion of  the installa‑
tions, underlining the compa‑
ny’s commitment to clean 
energ y and sustainable 
development.

The program aims not only 
to increase the adoption of  re‑
newable energy but also to 
make solar power more acces‑
sible to marginalized house‑
holds, contributing to energy 
independence and reducing 
electricity costs for participat‑
ing families. APSPDCL offi‑
cials will regularly track pro‑
gress and provide support to 
ensure that installations meet 
quality standards and dead‑
lines.The event saw participa‑
tion from key APSPDCL direc‑
tors, including P. Ayub Khan 
(Projects & IT), K. Guravaiah 
(Technical & HRD), Chief  Gen‑
eral Managers J. Ramana Devi, 
M. Umapathi, K. Adiseshiah, 
R. Padma, C.H. Ramachandra 
Rao, K. Sampath Kumar, S. Ra‑
mana, as well as representa‑
tives from rooftop solar system 
installation agencies.

With ‘Suryaghar Utsav,’ AP‑
SPDCL aims to accelerate the 
adoption of  renewable energy 
in Andhra Pradesh and em‑
power households to become 
part of  the green energy 
transition.

APSPDCL Launches ‘Suryaghar Utsav’ 
to Promote Rooftop Solar Systems

East Godavari, April 4, 2026 
| TPN Bureau

The awareness seminar or‑
ganized by Tirumala Educa‑
tional Institutions at their 
campus in Katera village, Ra‑
jamahendravaram rural area, 
received an overwhelming re‑
sponse from students and par‑
ents on Saturday. According to 
the institution’s Chairman, 
Nunna Tirumalarau, around 
13,000 students and parents at‑
tended the seminar, highlight‑
ing the high interest in aca‑
demic guidance and career 
p l a n n i n g  a m o n g  t h e 
community.

During the session, Chair‑
man Tirumalarau explained to 
parents the preparation strate‑
gies for national-level entrance 
examinations such as JEE 

Main, JEE Advanced, and 
NEET. He emphasized the level 
of  dedication and practice re‑
quired for students to secure 
seats in prestigious institu‑

tions like IITs, NITs, BITS Pi‑
lani, and other reputed univer‑
sities. He also encouraged 
parents to instill competitive‑
ness and discipline in children 

from an early age to prepare 
them for future challenges.

Highlighting the intensity of  
competition, Tirumalarau 
pointed out that for engineer‑
ing entrance exams like JEE 
Main and Advanced, only one 
out of  every thirty candidates 
typically secures a seat. For 
NEET examinations at the 
state level, only one out of  
twenty-five candidates earns 
admission, while at the nation‑
al level, roughly one in three 
students secures a medical 
seat. This was explained to pro‑
vide realistic expectations and 
motivate students to work hard 
consistently.Director of  Tiru‑
mala Institutions, Nunna Saro‑
jini Devi, stressed the impor‑
tance of  teaching values and 
discipline to children from an 

early age. She said that founda‑
tional education with strong 
ethical and academic princi‑
ples ensures that students can 
face future challenges confi‑
dently and grow into responsi‑
ble, capable individuals.

The seminar also featured 
parents of  successful students 
sharing their experiences. 
Among them were Dr. Yarla‑
gadda Tanuj, mother of  Yarla‑
gadda Devesh Ruvik, who se‑
cured a seat at IIT Madras in 
2025, and D. Arun Kumar, fa‑
ther of  D. Ram Kireeti, who 
ranked 19th All-India in NEET 
and secured a seat at AIIMS 
New Delhi. They discussed 
preparation strategies, chal‑
lenges, and how parents can 
support students in achieving 
their goals.

Unexpected Response at Tirumala  
Education Awareness Seminar

Kadapa, April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

The CPI district secretary, 
Gali Chandra, has issued a stern 
warning against municipal au‑
thorities and ruling party lead‑
ers allegedly harassing ordinary 
citizens for tax collection while 
wealthy defaulters remain un‑
touched. Addressing a press 
meet at the local CPI office on 
Saturday, Chandra condemned 
the misuse of  the general fund, 
collected from taxes, as a reve‑
nue source for party leaders in‑
stead of  being spent on public 
welfare.Chandra called upon all 
CPI units to organize district-
wide protests on April 7 in front 
of  municipal and urban local 
body offices as part of  a cam‑
paign against these practices. He 
emphasized that it is unaccepta‑
ble for the tax system to burden 
common citizens while the afflu‑
ent evade their responsibilities. 
The CPI aims to ensure that pub‑
lic funds are used for develop‑
mental initiatives rather than 
serving political or personal in‑
terests.Highlighting broader is‑
sues in the region, Chandra crit‑
icized the state government led 
by Chandrababu Naidu, claim‑
ing that despite legislating Am‑
aravati as the permanent capi‑
tal, the government neglected 
critical issues in the Rayalasee‑
ma region, including fund allo‑
cations, irrigation projects, 

healthcare, educational institu‑
tions, employment, migration, 
and suicide prevention. He al‑
leged that Naidu’s administra‑
tion failed to safeguard regional 
rights and benefits, leaving local 
development plans incomplete.
Chandra further accused the 
state and central authorities of  
enabling mafia-style practices in 
the region, including illegal 
sand mining and revenue from 
DKTI and other unauthorized 
sources. He claimed that munici‑
pal and local officials were given 
targets to collect funds, and 
those who failed to meet them 
were unfairly transferred or pe‑
nalized. These measures, he 
said, are being used as political 
tools rather than for public 
welfare.

The CPI secretary urged the 
public and party activists to pre‑
pare for proactive resistance 
against what he described as 
anti-people government actions. 
He stressed the need to safe‑
guard citizens’ rights and ensure 
that government resources serve 
the public rather than partisan 
interests.The press meeting was 
attended by CPI district execu‑
tive members G. Venugopal, K.C. 
Badulla, U. Maddileti Linganna, 
and other party representatives, 
who supported the call for a co‑
ordinated protest to demand ac‑
countability and justice for the 
citizens of  Rayalaseema and 
Kadapa.

CPI Warns Against 
Targeting Common 
People for Tax Collection

Chittoor, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

M
LA Gurajala Jagan Mo‑
han paid rich tributes 
to Babu Jagjivan Ram 
on the occasion of  his 
birth anniversary, de‑

scribing him as one of  the fin‑
est parliamentarians in inde‑
pendent India. In a statement 
released on Sunday, the MLA 
highlighted Jagjivan Ram’s 
immense contributions to the 
nation and his enduring lega‑
cy in Indian politics.

Gurajala Jagan Mohan said 
that Babu Jagjivan Ram, a 
prominent freedom fighter, 
played a crucial role in shap‑
ing modern India through his 
commitment to social justice 
and equality. He noted that 

Jagjivan Ram served as In‑
dia’s first Labour Minister 
and went on to hold key posi‑
tions in the Union Cabinet for 
more than three decades, 
making him one of  the most 
experienced and respected 
leaders in the country’s par‑
liamentary history.

The MLA emphasized that 
Jagjivan Ram dedicated his 
life to uplifting marginalized 
and underprivileged sections 
of  society. His efforts in advo‑
cating for the rights of  weak‑
er sections and ensuring in‑
clusive development continue 
to inspire generations, he 
said. “His life is a guiding 
force for today’s youth, re‑
minding them of  the impor‑
tance of  service, integrity, 
and commitment to society,” 

the MLA added.
Recalling Jagjivan Ram’s 

leadership qualities, Gurajala 
Jagan Mohan stated that his 
vision and perseverance 
helped strengthen democratic 
values and promote equality 
across various sections of  so‑
ciety. He urged the youth to 
follow the path shown by the 
veteran leader and contribute 
positively to the nation’s 
progress.

The MLA further said that 
remembering great leaders 
like Jagjivan Ram is essential 
to preserve the ideals of  jus‑
tice, equality, and dedication 
to public service. He called 
upon people to draw inspira‑
tion from his life and work to‑
wards building a more inclu‑
sive and equitable society.

MLA Gurajala Jagan Mohan Pays Tribute to Babu 
Jagjivan Ram, Calls Him Finest Parliamentarian
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Chittoor, April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

C
hittoor District Superin-
tendent of  Police Tushar 
Dudi has urged citizens to 
remain highly vigilant 
against the increasing 

number of  online financial 
frauds targeting unsuspecting 
individuals. In a press state-
ment issued on Saturday, the 
SP highlighted the growing 
misuse of  digital payment sys-
tems such as UPI, debit and 
credit cards, and net banking 
by cybercriminals.

According to the SP, fraud-
sters are using fake payment 
links, QR codes, and OTP 
scams to gain access to vic-
tims’ bank accounts and si-
phon off  money within min-
utes. He warned that criminals 
often pose as bank officials or 
customer care representatives, 
claiming that a customer’s ac-
count has been blocked, KYC 
needs updating, or that they 
are eligible for cashback offers. 
These deceptive tactics are 
used to trick people into shar-
ing sensitive information or 
clicking malicious links.

“While digital advancements 
have made transactions easier, 
they have also increased the 
risks. Awareness and caution 
are the only ways to prevent 
such frauds,” said SP Tushar 
Dudi. He clearly stated that 

banks never ask for confiden-
tial details like OTP, PIN, or 
CVV over phone calls, and citi-
zens must never share such in-
formation with anyone under 
any circumstances.

The SP also pointed out that 

QR code scams are becoming 
increasingly common. He ex-
plained that QR codes are 
meant only for sending money 
and not for receiving it, and 
scanning unknown QR codes 
could result in unauthorized 

transactions. Similarly, click-
ing on fake payment links can 
expose personal and banking 
details to fraudsters.

To safeguard themselves, cit-
izens have been advised to 
avoid trusting unknown calls, 
messages, or links, and to veri-
fy any suspicious communica-
tion directly with their bank. 
They should also download 
mobile applications only from 
official platforms such as the 
Play Store or App Store.

In case of  fraud, the SP urged 
victims to immediately contact 
the national cybercrime hel-
pline 1930 and report the inci-
dent at the nearest police sta-
tion. Prompt reporting can 
help minimize financial losses 
and increase the chances of  
recovery.

Reiterating the importance 
of  awareness, the SP said, 
“Technology brings conveni-
ence, but without caution, it 
can become a threat. Vigilance 
is the best protection.” He also 
appealed to the public to spread 
awareness among family and 
friends to collectively prevent 
cybercrime in the district.

Chittoor SP Warns Public Against 
Rising Online Financial Frauds

Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Tirupati MLA Arani Srini-
vas conducted the ‘Janavani’ 
grievance redressal program 
at his office on Saturday, re-
ceiving a total of  52 petitions 
from the public. The initiative, 
aimed at addressing citizens’ 
concerns directly, was held 
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the 
presence of  officials and party 
representatives.

The program saw participa-
tion from State Handicrafts De-
velopment Corporation Chair-
man Dr. Hariprasad, JanaSena 
city president Raja, along with 
party cadre and government 
officials. The MLA personally 
received grievances from citi-
zens and assured them of  
prompt action.

According to officials, the pe-
titions covered a wide range of  
civic and administrative is-
sues. Out of  the total, 11 griev-
ances were related to the mu-
n i c i p a l  e n g i n e e r i n g 
department, 13 to revenue mat-
ters, and 11 to the municipal 
commissioner’s office. Addi-
tionally, eight petitions were 
submitted to the assistant com-
missioner, two each related to 
TTD and health department, 
three to the police department, 
and two to skill development, 
while one petition each was di-
rected to the collector and mu-
nicipal planning department.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Arani Srinivas stated 
that the Janavani program was 
initiated by JanaSena Party 
chief  Pawan Kalyan with the 
objective of  resolving public is-
sues effectively. He emphasized 
the importance of  grassroots 
engagement and urged party 
leaders and NDA alliance 
members to actively visit local 
areas, identify problems, and 
bring them to Janavani for 
resolution.

The MLA reiterated his com-
mitment to ensuring that every 
grievance is reviewed and ad-
dressed through proper coordi-
nation with respective depart-
ments. He added that such 
initiatives strengthen the con-
nection between the public and 
administration, ensuring 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in governance.

The event witnessed the par-
ticipation of  JanaSena leaders, 
corporators, women represent-
atives, and party workers. Key 
officials present included 
Health Officer Yuva Anvesh, 
RVO Ravi, Deputy Tahsildar 
Ramachandraiah, Electricity 
Department AD Anjaneyulu, 
and AE Umapathi, among oth-
ers.The Janavani program con-
tinues to serve as a crucial plat-
form for citizens to voice their 
concerns and seek timely solu-
tions from elected representa-
tives and officials.

MLA Arani Srinivas Conducts 
‘Janavani’ in Tirupati, Receives 

52 Public Grievances

Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

A 
series of  special religious 
festivities are set to take 
place during the month 
of  April at the revered Sri 
Govindaraja  Swamy 

Temple, offering devotees an 
opportunity to participate in 
various traditional rituals and 
processions. Temple authori-
ties have released the detailed 
schedule of  events, which in-
cludes several significant utsa-
vams and celestial celebra-
tions.As part of  the festivities, 
on April 10 and April 24, spe-
cial processions of  Goddess 
Andal will be held at 6:00 PM, 
where the deity will be taken 
around the four Mada streets 
surrounding the temple. These 
processions are expected to 
draw large numbers of  devo-
tees seeking divine blessings.
On April 12, coinciding with 
the auspicious Shravana Nak-
shatra, Sri Kalyana Ven-
kateswara Swamy along with 
Sri Bhudevi will be taken in a 
grand procession through the 
Mada streets at 6:00 PM, bless-
ing devotees with his divine 
presence.

The temple will also host the 
Sri Bhashyakara Utsavam 
from April 13 to April 22, mark-
ing an important spiritual ob-
servance in the Vaishnavite 
tradition. Following this, on 
April 20, on the occasion of  Ro-
hini Nakshatra, Sri Parthasar-
athy Swamy along with Ruk-
mini and Satyabhama will be 
taken out in a ceremonial pro-

cession in the evening, provid-
ing devotees a chance to wit-
ness the grandeur of  temple 
traditions.Further extending 
the celebrations, the temple 
will conduct the Sri Mad-
hurakavi Alwar and Sri Anan-
thalwar Utsavams from April 
21 to April 30, highlighting the 
contributions of  revered saints 
in the Vaishnavite lineage. On 
April 23, special rituals includ-
ing the Gandhapodi Utsavam 
of  Sri Bhashyakara and the 
Tirunakshatram of  Sri Mudal-
iyandan Swamy (Dasharathi) 
will be observed with religious 
fervor.

The month-long festivities 
will conclude with the Buggot-
savam from April 28 to April 
30, one of  the prominent tem-
ple events that attract devotees 
from across the region.

Temple authorities have 
made necessary arrangements 
to ensure smooth conduct of  
the events and have appealed to 
devotees to participate in large 
numbers while following 
guidelines. The temple contin-
ues to uphold its rich spiritual 
heritage through these vibrant 
celebrations, reinforcing faith 
and devotion among pilgrims.

Special Festivities Scheduled at Sri 
Govindaraja Swamy Temple in April

Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

The Tirupati Municipal Cor-
poration has initiated the pro-
cess of  reorganization and ex-
pansion of  electoral wards, 
following directives from the 
state government. Municipal 
Commissioner N. Mourya has 
instructed officials to carry out 
the process carefully and trans-
parently, ensuring accuracy in 
all aspects.

During a review meeting 
held on Saturday with revenue, 
town planning officials, and 
ward secretaries, the Commis-
sioner emphasized that the 
ward division must strictly fol-
low population-based criteria. 
He noted that the state govern-
ment had issued a Government 
Order (GO) on April 1, direct-
ing all municipal corporations 
to increase the number of  
wards in proportion to popula-
tion growth.

As part of  this initiative, the 
number of  wards in Tirupati 
will be increased from 50 to 66, 
marking a significant adminis-
trative change aimed at better 
governance and representa-
tion. Officials were directed to 
conduct detailed field-level ver-
ification, including survey 
numbers, population data, and 
geographical considerations, 
before finalizing the ward 
boundaries.

The Commissioner set a 
clear timeline for the process. 

He instructed that the draft 
proposal for ward division 
must be prepared by April 9. 
Following this, the proposals 
will be made available to the 
public from April 10 to April 16, 
inviting objections and sugges-
tions. The draft will be dis-
played on the municipal notice 
board and other public plat-
forms as per Form-1 guide-
lines.After reviewing public 
feedback, the Municipal Cor-
poration will finalize the ward 
division proposals by April 25 
and submit them to the Com-
missioner and Director of  Mu-
nicipal Administration for ap-
proval. The final decision will 
take into account public repre-
sentations and the corpora-
tion’s recommendations, with 
approvals expected by May 2.

Subsequently, the final noti-
fication will be published in 
the Andhra Pradesh Gazette by 
May 5 under Form-6, officially 
implementing the new ward 
structure.Senior officials, in-
cluding Additional Commis-
sioner Sharada Devi, Deputy 
Commissioner Amarayya, 
DCPs Khan and Devi Kumari, 
and other revenue and plan-
ning, attended the meeting.

The reorganization is expect-
ed to improve administrative 
efficiency and ensure better de-
livery of  civic services, while 
also enhancing democratic 
representation in the rapidly 
growing Tirupati city.

Tirupati to Increase Wards from 
50 to 66, Public Objections 

Invited from April 10

Vizianagaram, April 4, 2026 
| TPN Bureau

In a major crackdown on il-
legal drug trafficking, police in 
Vizianagaram district seized 
55 kilograms of  ganja worth 
approximately ₹10 lakh and ar-
rested three persons during a 
vehicle inspection on Saturday. 
The operation was carried out 
at Rangarayapuram Junction 
in L. Kota mandal.

According to District Super-
intendent of  Police A.R. Da-
modar, the accused were trans-
porting the contraband from 
Odisha to Visakhapatnam in a 
car when they were intercept-
ed by police. Acting on suspi- cion during routine vehicle checks, officials searched the 

vehicle and discovered the gan-
ja packed in 25 packets.

The arrested individuals 
have been identified as Sonai 
Rajababu (34) from Bosubedda 
village in Araku mandal of  Al-
luri Sitarama Raju district, 
Nanjay Hantal (46) from Hatt-
aguda village in Koraput dis-
trict of  Odisha, and Sanjeeb 
Kumar Mahanti (40) from Mad-
hubanabalia village in Puri 
district of  Odisha.

Police also seized a car used 
for transportation, three mo-
bile phones, and a scooter from 
the accused. During prelimi-
nary investigation, it was 
found that the ganja had been 
procured from Odisha and was 

being smuggled into Andhra 
Pradesh for distribution.

The SP revealed that the 
prime accused, Rajababu, has 
a criminal history with multi-
ple ganja-related cases regis-
tered against him in Pen-
durthi, Gajuwaka, and Araku 
police stations. Authorities are 
now intensifying the investiga-
tion to trace the larger network 
behind the smuggling opera-
tion.Further, police have iden-
tified two additional suspects 
from Odisha,  known as 
“Pinku” and “Dada,” who are 
believed to be involved in the 
supply chain. Efforts are un-
derway to apprehend them 
soon.

Police Seize Ganja Worth ₹10 Lakh in Vizianagaram, Three Arrested

Chandragiri (Tirupati Dis-
trict), April 4, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Chandragiri MLA Pulivarthi 
Nani emphasized that the over-
all development of  a constitu-
ency is  achievable only 
through the progress of  its 
panchayats. He made these re-
marks during an interaction 
meeting held on Saturday at 
Pulivarthivaripalli village in 
Pakala mandal with senior 
leaders, booth, cluster, and unit 
in-charges of  the Telugu Des-
am Party (TDP).

Addressing party members, 
the MLA stated that despite the 
financial setbacks faced by the 
state during the previous YS-
RCP regime, the current lead-
ership is striving to put Andhra 
Pradesh back on the path of  
development. He credited 
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan, and IT Min-
i s t e r  N a r a  L o ke s h  f o r 
accelerating the state’s growth 
and governance reforms.

Pulivarthi Nani assured that 
every panchayat in Pakala 
mandal would witness signifi-
cant development under his 
leadership. “Transforming my 
own mandal into a model of  de-
velopment is my long-cher-

ished goal,” he said, adding 
that he is committed to work-
ing tirelessly for the welfare of  
the people, even at the cost of  
personal time with his family.

Earlier, the MLA paid floral 
tributes to the portrait of  TDP 
founder N. T. Rama Rao, recall-
ing his vision and contribu-
tions to the party and the state.

Highlighting the importance 
of  Amaravati as the state capi-
tal, he remarked that the ap-
proval of  the Amaravati Bill 
has brought renewed hope and 
happiness among the people of  
Andhra Pradesh. He noted that 
Minister Nara Lokesh played a 
significant role by personally 
attending the Rajya Sabha dur-
ing the bill’s passage.The MLA 
called upon party leaders at the 
grassroots level to actively en-
gage with the public, under-
stand local issues, and contrib-
ute to the development agenda. 
He stressed that coordinated 
efforts between party cadre 
and government leadership 
are essential to achieve sus-
tainable growth in rural areas.
The meeting witnessed partici-
pation from several senior TDP 
leaders, cluster and co-cluster 
in-charges, booth and unit 
leaders, reflecting strong or-
ganizational involvement at 
the grassroots level.

Development of Panchayats 
Key to Constituency Growth: 

MLA Pulivarthi Nani

Nellore, April 4 | TPN Bu-
reau

Gudur MLA Pasham Sunil 
Kumar praised Nellore Rural 
MLA Kotamreddy Sridhar Red-
dy, stating that his approach to 
politics and development is 
worth learning. He said it is re-
markable how Sridhar Reddy 
has been consistently bringing 
funds for the rapid develop-
ment of  the constituency.

The remarks were made dur-
ing the inauguration of  devel-
opment works worth Rs. 1.05 
crore at Hanuman Junction in 
the 20th Division, covering di-
visions 20, 21, 22, and 23. The 
programme was attended by 
several party leaders and work-
ers.Speaking on the occasion, 
Sunil Kumar described Srid-
har Reddy as the number one 
MLA in the district. He appre-

ciated his efficiency in execut-
ing development works and 
highlighted that such large-
scale progress within a short 
time is rare.Kotamreddy Srid-
har Reddy said that Nellore Ru-
ral constituency is witnessing 
rapid growth and credited the 
people for electing him with a 
strong mandate. He stated that 
key infrastructure projects 
like the Kodayapalem Gate and 
BV Nagar under bridges will 
soon be taken up.Sunil Kumar 
also claimed that Sridhar Red-
dy is the only MLA in the state 

who has initiated as many as 
339 development works and 
completed them within 60 days. 
He praised him as a leader who 
gives priority to party workers 
and remains closely connected 
with the public.He further add-
ed that despite entering the 
Telugu Desam Party later, Srid-
har Reddy has quickly estab-
lished himself  as a strong and 
active leader.Several cluster in-
charges, corporators, division 
presidents, party leaders, and 
workers participated in the 
programme.

Sunil Kumar Praises Kotamreddy’s Development Drive
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Tirupati, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Marking a significant 
political and administra-
tive development, celebra-
tions were held in Tiru-
pati after Parliament 
approved the bill granting 
legal status to Amaravati 
as the capital of  Andhra 
Pradesh. The decision is 
being seen as the end of  
years of  uncertainty sur-
rounding the state’s 
capital.

Special prayers and cel-
ebrations were organized 
at the Gangamma Temple, 
where Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) leaders, activ-
ists, and supporters gath-
ered to express their joy. 

Tirupati TDP in-charge 
Sugunamma and Yadav 
Corporation Chairman 
Narasimha Yadav, along 
with other leaders, of-
fered prayers seeking 
prosperity and develop-
ment for the state.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the leaders said that 
the long-pending demand 
of  the people for a clear 
and legally recognized 
capital has finally been 
fulfilled. “The granting of  
legal status to Amaravati 
reflects the aspirations of  
the people and marks a 
n e w  b e g i n n i n g  f o r 
Andhra Pradesh’s growth 
and development,” they 
stated.

They further empha-

sized that the decision 
brings relief  and happi-
ness to millions of  people 
across the state. The lead-
ers noted that the struggle 
of  far mers,  women, 
youth, and various public 
organizations who fought 
for Amaravati over the 
years has finally borne 
fruit.The leaders ex-
pressed gratitude to Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan, and 
IT Minister Nara Lokesh 
for their efforts in achiev-
ing this milestone. They 
also thanked the Central 
Government and all pub-
lic representatives who 
supported the move in 
Parliament.

Amaravati Gets Legal Status as State Capital; Celebrations Held in Tirupati

Srikalahasti, April 4, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

P
anchayat Raj Commis-
sioner Krishna Teja visit-
ed the Srikalahasteeswara 
Temple on Saturday along 
with his family and of-

fered prayers. The temple, 
widely revered as “Dakshina 
Kashi,” is one of  the most sig-
nificant pilgrimage centers in 
South India.During the visit, 
the Commissioner had dar-
shan of  Lord Vayulinga, also 
known as Srikalahasteeswara 
Swamy, along with Goddess 
Jnana Prasunamba. Special ar-
rangements were made to fa-
cilitate his visit, ensuring a 
smooth and devotional experi-
ence.Temple Trust Board 
Chairman Kotte Sai Prasad ex-
tended a warm welcome to the 
Commissioner and his family 
upon their arrival. He also ar-
ranged for Antaralaya darshan 
and Vedic blessings by temple 
priests, marking the signifi-
cance of  the visit.

Speaking on the occasion, 

temple authorities highlighted 
the spiritual importance of  the 
temple, which attracts thou-
sands of  devotees daily, espe-
cially those seeking relief  from 
doshas and performing Rahu-
Ketu poojas. The visit of  senior 
officials like Krishna Teja re-
flects the temple’s prominence 
and continued patronage from 
dignitaries.Several key offi-
cials and representatives were 
present during the visit, in-
cluding Srikalahasti Market 
Yard Chairman Chenchayya 

Naidu, Temple Assistant Ex-
ecutive Officer Vidyasagar 
Reddy, Protocol AEO Mohan, 
and Public Relations Officer 
Ravi.The visit concluded with 
the Commissioner receiving 
blessings from the temple 
priests and spending time in 
prayer with his family. Such 
visits by officials not only un-
derscore their personal faith 
but also bring attention to the 
cultural and spiritual heritage 
of  prominent temples in the 
region.

Panchayat Raj Commissioner Krishna 
Teja Visits Srikalahasteeswara Temple

Kadapa, April 5 | TPN Bu-
reau

YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) Kadapa district president 
and former Kamalapuram 
MLA P. Ravindranath Reddy 
emphasised that sarpanches 
play a crucial role in strength-
ening democracy at the grass-
roots level. He said that hon-
ouring those who have served 
as sarpanches for five years is 
a collective responsibility of  
society.

He was speaking at a felicita-
tion programme organised for 
sarpanches in the constituency 
under his leadership, along 
with Kamalapuram YSRCP in-
charge Naren Ramamjula Red-
dy. During the event, sarpanch-
es were honoured with shawls, 
garlands, and mementos in rec-
ognition of  their services to 
the people.

Ravindranath Reddy praised 
the dedication of  sarpanches, 
stating that their efforts in ad-
dressing local issues and en-

suring development in villages 
are invaluable. He expressed 
satisfaction over recognising 
their service after the comple-
tion of  their tenure and de-
scribed their contributions 
during the YSRCP government 
as commendable.

 

He urged former sarpanches 
to continue serving the people 
even after their term and re-
main accessible to address 
public concerns. Calling upon 
party leaders and workers, he 
appealed for united efforts to 
ensure the party’s success in 
the upcoming local body elec-

tions. He noted that the sar-
panch position carries signifi-
cant responsibility as it 
directly deals with issues such 
as water supply, sanitation, 
and village infrastructure.

Highlighting the initiatives 
of  the previous YSRCP govern-
ment led by Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, he said the village secre-
tariat system brought govern-
ance closer to the people. He 
also cited improvements in 
school infrastructure under 
the Nadu-Nedu programme 
and suppor t  to  far mers 
through Rythu Bharosa 
Kendras.

Criticising the current gov-
ernment, he alleged a lack of  
development and welfare in ru-
ral areas. He claimed that 
farmers are yet to receive crop 
insurance benefits and ac-
cused the ruling coalition of  
failing to fulfil its promises.

Several party leaders, public 
representatives, and support-
ers attended the programme.

Sarpanches Key to Grassroots 
Democracy: Ravindranath Reddy

Waltair, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau

The month-long Inter-De-
partmental Sports Mela (IDSM-
2026) of  Waltair Division com-
menced on Friday at the 
Waltair Railway Cricket Sta-
dium with great enthusiasm 
and participation. The event is 
being organised by the East 
Coast Railway Sports Associa-
tion (ECoRSA), with employ-
ees from 14 departments taking 
part in various competitions.

Divisional Railway Manager 
Shri Lalit Bohra, along with 
ECoRWWO President Smt. Jy-
otsna Bohra, inaugurated the 
event. The ceremony began on 
an energetic note as Lalit 
Bohra lit the Olympic Torch, 
marking the official start of  
the Mela. A group of  interna-
tional sportspersons carried 
the torch around the stadium 
before handing it over to the 
DRM, who ignited the main 
flame.

The inauguration was at-
tended by several dignitaries, 
including Additional Division-
al Railway Manager (Infra-
structure) Shri E. Santharam, 
Sports Officer Shri Haranath 
Mopuri, Assistant Sports Of-
ficer Shri Ketan Patil, branch 

officers, executive members of  
ECoRWWO and ECoRSA, and 
a large number of  railway 
staff. In his address, Lalit 
Bohra praised the Waltair Divi-
sion for its achievements in 
freight loading and revenue 
generation, as well as its strong 
sporting culture. He said the 
division continues to perform 
well in both professional duties 
and sports activities. He added 
that the Sports Mela promotes 
team spirit, unity, and motiva-
tion among employees.

He also highlighted the ac-
tive participation of  women 
employees, calling it a positive 
and encouraging sign. Bohra 
noted that such large-scale 
sporting events are rare across 
Indian Railways divisions and 
extended his best wishes to all 
participants. He also thanked 
the media for its continued 
support.

On the opening day, the DRM 
officiated the toss for the first 
football match, marking the be-
ginning of  the competitions.

Inter-Departmental Sports Mela Begins in Waltair

Galiveedu, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau

Annamayya District Collec-
tor Nishant Kumar has direct-
ed officials to accelerate the 
construction works of  the Thu-
makunta Solar Power Plant in 
Galiveedu mandal. The project, 
being developed by HPCL Re-
newable and Green Energy 
Limited, is spread across near-
ly 500 acres with a total planned 
capacity of  500 MW.

 
During a surprise inspection 

on Saturday, the Collector re-
viewed the progress of  the 100 
MW unit currently under con-
struction. He toured the pro-
ject site extensively and inter-
acted with officials and site 
engineers to assess the status 
of  completed and pending 
works.

Officials informed the Col-
lector that nearly 80 percent of  
the construction has been com-
pleted and that efforts are un-
derway to expedite the remain-
ing work. They expressed 
confidence that the entire pro-
ject would be completed within 
the next four to five months.

The site engineer also 

brought to the Collector’s no-
tice certain land-related issues 
affecting parts of  the project 
and sought administrative sup-
port for their resolution. In re-
sponse, Nishant Kumar in-
structed the officials to submit 
a detailed report outlining the 
issues so that appropriate ac-
tion can be taken at the 
earliest.

Highlighting the importance 
of  the project, the Collector 
stated that once completed, the 
solar power plant would signif-
icantly contribute to meeting 
regional power demands while 
also promoting environmental 
sustainability through clean 
energy generation.

He stressed the need for all 
departments to work in coordi-
nation to ensure timely com-
pletion of  the project. The Col-
lector also directed officials to 
maintain high-quality stand-
ards in construction and strict-
ly adhere to safety protocols at 
the site.

Project PD Purushottam, 
along with officials from vari-
ous departments and project 
staff, were present during the 
inspection.

Speed Up Thumakunta  
Solar Plant Works: Collector

Nellore, April 4 | TPN Bu-
reau

In view of  the upcoming an-
nual Brahmotsavams of  Sri 
Vedagiri Lakshmi Narasimha 
Swamy Temple at Narasimha-
konda, officials have been di-
rected to ensure that all ar-
rangements are made without 
causing any inconvenience to 
devotees. The festival is sched-
uled to be held from April 26 to 
May 6.

Revenue Divisional Officer 
Anusha conducted a coordina-
tion review meeting with offi-
cials from various depart-
ments on Saturday at the 
meeting hall in Narasimha-
konda. She instructed all de-

partments to work in coordina-
tion and ensure smooth 
conduct of  the festival.

Referring to last year’s ar-
rangements, the RDO said that 
the shortcomings observed ear-

lier should not be repeated and 
necessary improvements must 
be made. Keeping in mind the 
summer season, she directed 
officials to arrange shaded 
shelters, drinking water, ORS 
packets, and buttermilk for 
devotees to prevent heat-relat-
ed issues.

She also stressed that queue 
lines should be arranged in an 
orderly manner so that devo-
tees can have quick and smooth 
darshan. Officials were in-
structed to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply by keep-
i n g  t r a n s f o r m e r s  a n d 
generators ready wherever 
required.

Health department officials 
were directed to set up first aid 

centres, keep emergency medi-
cines available, and arrange 
ambulances for any medical 
needs. Sanitation officials were 
asked to maintain cleanliness 
by clearing waste regularly 
a n d  e n s u r i n g  hyg i e n i c 
conditions.

Temple Chairman Achyuta 
Shankar Reddy emphasised co-
ordination among temple staff  
and trustees for the successful 
conduct of  the festival. State 
leader Giridhar Reddy suggest-
ed preparing a duty chart for 
staff  to ensure clear responsi-
bilities.Temple Executive Of-
ficer Gopi explained the ar-
rangements being made. 
Officials, temple trustees, and 
staff  attended the meeting.

Preparations Reviewed for 
Narasimha Swamy Brahmotsavams

Tirupati, April 4 | TPN 
Bureau

Tirupati District Collec-
tor Dr. S. Venkateshwar 
conducted a teleconference 
with officials of  various de-
partments to address the is-
sue of  illegal entry of  boats 
from neighboring regions 
into Andhra Pradesh coast-
al waters.

Officials from the Marine 
Police, Fisheries Depart-
ment, and Revenue Depart-
ment participated in the 
meeting. During the review, 
the Collector discussed con-
cerns regarding unauthor-
ized entry of  boats from Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry, and 
Cuddalore into the state’s 
maritime boundaries. He 
directed officials to take 
strict measures to prevent 
such intrusions and ensure 
e f f e c t i v e  c o a s t a l 
surveillance.

The Collector instructed 
the departments to deploy a 
dedicated patrolling boat 
and assign sufficient per-
sonnel to monitor coastal 
areas regularly. He empha-
sised that coordinated ef-
forts among departments 
are essential to curb illegal 
fishing activities and pro-
tect the interests of  local 

fishermen.
 Following these direc-

tions, the Fisheries Depart-
ment made arrangements 
for a patrolling boat, bear-
ing registration number 
IND-AP-NM-MM-793, at 
Krishnapatnam Port near 
Muthukur. The boat was 
readied to carry out surveil-
lance operations along the 
coastline.On Saturday af-
ternoon, the patrolling 
team, comprising a Fisher-
ies Department village as-
sistant, Marine Police Sub-
Inspector Sriharikota, and 
two constables, set out from 
Krishnapatnam Port. The 
team conducted patrol op-
erations in the sea stretch 
up to  Vatikuppam in 
Vakadu mandal.

Officials stated that such 
patrolling activities will be 
continued regularly to pre-
vent unauthorized entry of  
boats into Andhra Pradesh 
waters and to ensure the 
safety and security of  coast-
al resources.

The district administra-
tion reiterated its commit-
ment to safeguarding ma-
r i n e  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d 
supporting local fishing 
communities through strict 
monitoring and enforce-
ment measures.

Patrolling Intensified 
to Prevent Illegal  

Boat Entry



08 www.truepointnews.com

INDIA
HYDERABAD,SUNDAY, APRIL, 05.04.2026

T
he 2026 Assembly elec-
tions across West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, As-
sam, and Puducherry 
have entered a crucial 

phase, with political activity 
intensifying and major parties 
stepping up their campaigns. 
With polling dates approach-
ing, leaders across party lines 
are aggressively reaching out 
to voters, raising key issues 
and sharpening their attacks 
on opponents.

As per the election schedule, 
Assam, Kerala, and Puducher-
ry will go to polls in a single 
phase on April 9, while Tamil 
Nadu will vote on April 23. 
West Bengal will witness a two-
phase election on April 23 and 
April 29. The counting of  votes 
for all states is scheduled for 
May 4.

In Kerala, the political battle 
has gained momentum with 
top leaders intensifying their 
campaigns. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi has targeted the 
state government, alleging 
links between the ruling lead-
ership and forces that harm 
minority interests. At the same 
time, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is set to campaign in 

the state, addressing rallies 
and participating in road-
shows to strengthen the NDA’s 
presence.

Tamil Nadu is witnessing a 
heated contest as well. Chief  
Minister M. K. Stalin has 
launched strong attacks on the 
Centre, raising concerns over 
issues such as attacks on Indi-
an fishermen and policy deci-
sions affecting the state. He has 
accused the Union government 
of  neglecting key concerns and 
expressed confidence in his 

party’s g rowing support 
among voters.

Meanwhile, election prepa-
rations in Tamil Nadu have 
picked up pace with the BJP 
announcing its first list of  can-
didates. Prominent leaders, in-
cluding Tamilisai Soundarara-
jan and L. Murugan, have been 
fielded from key constituen-
cies, indicating the party’s in-
tent to expand its presence in 
the state.

In West Bengal, political ten-
sions remain high with sharp 

exchanges between parties. 
The ruling All India Trinamool 
Congress has raised concerns 
over the neutrality of  election 
officials, while the Bharatiya 
Janata Party has expressed 
confidence in forming the gov-
ernment, focusing its cam-
paign on governance and secu-
rity issues.

Security and administrative 
measures are also being 
strengthened. The Election 
Commission of  India has ap-
proved additional polling sta-

tions to ensure smoother vot-
ing and improved accessibility 
for voters across states.

In Assam, political rhetoric 
is intensifying, with opposi-
tion leaders accusing the rul-
ing government of  corruption 
and misgovernance. The rul-
ing side, however, continues to 
highlight its welfare schemes, 
infrastructure development, 
and progress in key sectors as 
p a r t  o f  i t s  c a m p a i g n 
narrative.

Apart from political rallies, 
isolated incidents have also 
added to the charged atmos-
phere. In Kerala, an attack on 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor’s 
convoy has raised concerns 
over campaign security, 
prompting swift action from 
authorities.

Overall, the 2026 Assembly 
elections are shaping up to be 
a high-stakes political battle, 
with multiple states witness-
ing intense contests. As cam-
paigning gathers pace, the fo-
cus remains on governance, 
welfare, regional concerns, 
and voter sentiment, all of  
which are expected to play a de-
cisive role in shaping the elec-
toral outcome.

Assembly Elections 2026: High-Decibel 
Campaigning Intensifies Across Key States

I
ndia has successfully navi-
gated a series of  global cri-
ses and emerged stronger, 
External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar said while ad-

dressing the convocation cere-
mony at Indian Institute of  
Management Raipur. His re-
marks come at a time when the 
world is facing increasing geo-
political tensions and econom-
ic uncertainty.

Speaking to graduating stu-
dents, Jaishankar emphasised 
that India has managed both 
domestic and external chal-
lenges “fairly successfully” de-
spite facing multiple global 
shocks in recent years. These 
include disruptions such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic, ongoing 
global conflicts, and climate-
related challenges that have 
significantly impacted econo-
mies worldwide.

He noted that the current 
global environment is under-
going structural changes, with 
shifting power dynamics 
among nations. According to 
him, developments in areas 
such as technology, energy, mil-
itary capability, and connectiv-
ity have intensified global com-
p e t i t i o n .  C o u n t r i e s  a re 
increasingly using these do-
mains strategically, and in 
some cases even “weaponis-
ing” them to gain an advan-
tage.Highlighting the broader 
global scenario, Jaishankar 
pointed out that the world to-
day is more volatile and unpre-
dictable than before. Conflicts 
in one region are now having 
far-reaching consequences 
across continents, underlining 
the deep interconnection cre-

ated by globalisation. This 
evolving landscape, he said, 
has forced nations to rethink 
their strategies and prioritise 
securing their interests.

In this context, he stressed 
the importance of  adopting ap-
proaches such as “hedging, de-
risking, and diversifying” — 
both in economic decisions 
and foreign policy. These strat-
egies, he explained, are essen-
tial for countries to reduce vul-
n e r a b i l i t i e s  a n d  b u i l d 
resilience in an increasingly 
uncertain world.

Jaishankar also highlighted 
India’s progress over the past 
decade, noting improvements 
in connectivity, access to tech-
nology, and economic growth. 
He pointed out that India is 
now among the world’s leading 
economies, and that a sense of  
optimism prevails within the 
country — something he said 
is not as visible in many other 
parts of  the world.Addressing 
the students, he underlined 
that they are stepping into a 
world shaped by constant dis-
ruption and rapid change. He 
encouraged them to be adapt-
able, skilled, and forward-look-
ing, as their contributions will 
play a crucial role in shaping 
India’s future growth trajecto-
ry.He concluded by stressing 
that building strong national 
capabilities remains key to 
sustaining growth and navigat-
ing global uncertainties. As the 
international order continues 
to evolve, India’s ability to re-
main resilient and strategical-
ly agile will be critical in main-
taining its position on the 
global stage.

India Weathered Global Shocks 
Strongly: Jaishankar Highlights 

Resilience at IIM Raipur

U
ttar Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath inten-
sified the political pitch 
in poll-bound Assam, 
launching a sharp attack 

on opposition parties while 
raising concerns over “love ji-
had,” “land jihad,” and illegal 
infiltration during campaign 
rallies.

Addressing public meetings 
in key constituencies, Adity-
anath asserted that only the 
BJP-led NDA can safeguard As-
sam’s cultural identity and pre-
vent demographic changes. He 
accused the Indian National 
Congress and the All India 
United Democratic Front of  
encouraging infiltration and 
compromising the state’s herit-
age for political gains.

The BJP leader claimed that 
past governments had failed to 
protect Assam’s interests, al-
leging that years of  Congress 
rule led to instability and 
threats to local culture. He fur-
ther stated that any alliance 
between Congress and AIUDF 
poses a risk to the state’s iden-
tity and social balance.

Highlighting the NDA’s agen-
da, Adityanath said strict ac-
tion would be taken against il-
legal infiltrators if  the alliance 

returns to power. He empha-
sised that every infiltrator 
would be identified and re-
moved, and reiterated that the 
state would not be allowed to 
become a hub of  “love jihad” or 
“land jihad.”

He also underlined the BJP’s 
broader narrative of  “Virasat 
aur Vikas” (heritage and devel-
opment), asserting that both 
can progress together under 
NDA governance. According to 
him, Assam has witnessed sig-
nificant transformation in re-
cent years, particularly in in-
frastructure, connectivity, and 
welfare delivery.

Drawing comparisons with 
Uttar Pradesh, Adityanath 
claimed that his government 
has ensured strong law and or-
der, stating that incidents of  
riots and curfews have signifi-
cantly reduced. He presented 
this as a governance model 
that could be replicated in As-
sam.In a political swipe, he re-
marked that the Congress had 
weakened its position in cer-
tain constituencies even before 
the elections, using it to ques-
tion the party’s commitment 
and preparedness for the con-
test.The rallies are part of  the 
BJP’s aggressive campaign 

strategy ahead of  the Assam 
Assembly elections, where the 
party is seeking to retain pow-
er. With issues such as identity, 
security, and development tak-

ing centre stage, the campaign 
has turned increasingly in-
tense, with both sides trading 
sharp allegations.As polling 
approaches, such statements 

are expected to further height-
en political discourse in As-
sam, making the elections a 
closely watched and high-
stakes contest.

‘Will Not Allow Love Jihad, Land Jihad’:  
Yogi Adityanath Targets Rivals in Assam Poll Campaign

C
ongress MP Shashi Tha-
roor’s convoy came under 
attack in Kerala’s Malap-
puram district during an 
election campaign, trig-

gering concerns over security 
and rising tensions ahead of  
the Assembly polls.

The incident occurred on 
Friday evening when Tharoor 
was travelling to attend a po-
litical event in Wandoor. His 
convoy was reportedly blocked 
near a narrow stretch at the 
Chelithode bridge, leading to a 
confrontation with a group of  
individuals.

According to police reports, 
a group of  five people travel-
ling in two vehicles obstructed 
the MP’s convoy. When Tha-
roor’s security personnel at-
tempted to clear the path to al-
low the convoy to proceed, an 
argument broke out. The situ-
ation quickly escalated, and 
the attackers allegedly assault-
ed Tharoor’s gunman and 
driver.

The attack took place in the 
evening and caused a brief  dis-
ruption in the campaign sched-
ule. However, Tharoor himself  
was not injured in the incident. 
He later stated that he was safe 
and expressed concern for his 
security personnel, while also 
thanking supporters for their 
concern.

Despite the incident, Tha-
roor continued with his cam-
paign engagements, complet-
ing scheduled events later that 
day. His response reflected an 
effort to maintain political mo-
mentum amid heightened 
tensions.

Following a complaint filed 
by the injured security person-
nel, the police registered a case 
and launched an investigation. 
Authorities have taken one 
person into custody, while oth-

ers involved in the attack have 
been identified and are being 
traced.

Police officials indicated 
that the confrontation may 
have been triggered by a traf-
fic-related issue, as the road 
where the incident occurred 
was narrow. The gunman had 
reportedly asked the vehicle 
ahead to move aside to ensure 
smooth passage for the convoy, 
which led to the altercation.

The incident comes at a sen-
sitive time, with Kerala prepar-
ing for Assembly elections. 
Campaigning has intensified 
across the state, and political 
activity is at its peak. Episodes 
like this highlight the increas-
ingly charged atmosphere, 
where even minor disputes can 
quickly escalate.

Security arrangements for 
political leaders are now likely 
to come under closer scrutiny, 
especially as polling day ap-
proaches. Authorities are ex-
pected to strengthen measures 
to prevent similar incidents 
and ensure the safety of  candi-
dates and their teams.

Overall, the attack under-
scores the volatile nature of  
election campaigning and the 
need for heightened vigilance. 
As political stakes rise, main-
taining order and ensuring 
peaceful conduct of  campaigns 
remain key challenges for law 
enforcement agencies.

Shashi Tharoor’s Convoy Attacked 
in Kerala Amid Poll Campaign, 

Security Staff Injured

A
mid concerns over LPG 
supply and rising politi-
cal heat ahead of  the As-
sam Assembly elections, 
Chief  Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma has announced a 
major welfare promise—two 
free LPG cylinders annually 
for eligible households if  the 
BJP returns to power.

Addressing election rallies, 
Sarma said that the govern-
ment plans to provide one free 
LPG cylinder before Bihu and 
another before Durga Puja 
each year. He assured voters 
that beneficiaries would not 
have to bear any cost for these 
cylinders, positioning the 
move as direct financial relief  
for households struggling with 
rising fuel expenses.

The announcement comes at 
a time when concerns over 
LPG availability and pricing 
have become a key public issue 
in Assam. Reports of  supply 
disruptions and allegations of  
black marketing in some areas 
have triggered anxiety among 
consumers, even though the 
state government has main-
tained that there is no actual 
shortage of  domestic LPG.

The Chief  Minister has 
urged citizens not to panic or 
resort to hoarding, stating that 
supply chains remain stable 

and adequate arrangements 
are in place. At the same time, 
authorities have intensified in-
spections and warned of  strict 
action against those involved 
in illegal stockpiling or black 
marketing.

Sarma’s promise of  free LPG 
cylinders is being seen as a po-

litically significant move 
aimed at addressing both eco-
nomic concerns and voter sen-
timent. Cooking gas remains 
an essential household com-
modity, and fluctuations in 
supply or price often have a di-
rect impact on daily life, espe-
cially for low- and middle-in-

come families.
The announcement also re-

flects a broader trend in elec-
tion campaigning, where wel-
fare measures and direct 
benefits are becoming central 
to political strategies. By link-
ing the scheme to major festi-
vals like Bihu and Durga Puja, 

the government is also at-
tempting to connect with cul-
tural sentiments while offering 
economic support.

However, opposition parties 
have criticised the timing of  
the announcement, alleging 
that such promises are driven 
by electoral considerations 
rather than long-term policy 
planning. They have also 
raised concerns about imple-
mentation and whether such 
schemes can be sustained 
financially.

Despite the political debate, 
the promise has generated sig-
nificant attention among vot-
ers, particularly in rural and 
economically weaker sections. 
For many families, the cost of  
LPG refills is a recurring bur-
den, and the prospect of  re-
ceiving two free cylinders an-
nually could offer meaningful 
relief.

As Assam heads toward poll-
ing, issues like fuel availabili-
ty, cost of  living, and welfare 
benefits are expected to play a 
crucial role in shaping voter 
choices. The announcement 
adds another layer to an al-
ready intense campaign, 
where both the ruling party 
and the opposition are compet-
ing to address public concerns 
and secure electoral support.

Amid LPG Concerns, Himanta Biswa Sarma 
Promises Two Free Cylinders if Re-elected
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I
n a dramatic escalation of  
the ongoing US-Iran con-
flict, two American mili-
tary aircraft — an F-15 
fighter jet and an A-10 at-

tack plane — were brought 
down within a span of  just 
48 hours, raising serious 
questions about US claims 
of  air superiority over Iran.

The incidents came short-
ly after former US President 
Donald Trump declared 
that Iran’s air defence sys-
tems had been “neutral-
ised” and that American 
forces had achieved near-
total control of  Iranian air-
space. However, the down-
ing of  these  aircraft 
suggests a far more complex 
and resilient defence net-
work still in operation.

Reports indicate that the 
F-15E Strike Eagle was shot 
down over Iranian territory 
during a combat mission. 
The aircraft’s two crew 
members ejected before im-
pact; while one was rescued, 
the other remains missing, 
prompting an extensive 
search-and-rescue opera-
tion in hostile terrain.

In a separate incident 
around the same time, an 
A-10 Warthog aircraft also 
went down after being 
struck during operations 
near the Gulf  region. The 
pilot managed to eject safely 
and was later recovered, but 
the loss further under-
scored the growing risks 
faced by US forces in the 
region.

These incidents mark the 
first confirmed loss of  US 
manned combat aircraft in 
Iranian airspace in the cur-
rent phase of  the conflict. 
Until now, despite numer-
ous missions, American 
forces had managed to avoid 
such losses, making these 
developments particularly 
significant.

Military experts attribute 
these shootdowns to Iran’s 
layered and adaptive air de-
fence system. Rather than 
relying solely on fixed in-
stallations, Iran employs a 
mix of  mobile surface-to-air 
missile systems, radar net-
works, and portable air de-
fence weapons. These sys-
t e m s  c a n  b e  r a p i d l y 
repositioned, making them 

difficult to track and neu-
tralise.There are also indi-
cations that Iran retains a 
considerable portion of  its 
missile launchers and drone 
capabilities despite sus-
tained airstrikes. This sug-
gests that its defence infra-
structure remains largely 
intact and continues to pose 
a credible threat to ad-
vanced military aircraft.

The incidents have ex-
posed vulnerabilities in US 
air operations, particularly 
in contested airspace where 
even technologically supe-
rior platforms are not im-
mune to attacks from mo-
bile and low-cost defence 
systems. Rescue missions 
launched to recover downed 
crew members have also 

faced significant threats, 
highlighting the complexity 
and danger of  operating in 
such environments.

Beyond the battlefield, 
these developments carry 
wider implications. They 
challenge earlier claims of  
decisive US dominance and 
may influence both domes-
tic opinion and global per-
ceptions of  the conflict.

As tensions continue to 
rise, the downing of  these 
aircraft serves as a stark re-
minder that modern war-
fare remains unpredictable. 
Even the most advanced 
military forces can face se-
rious setbacks when con-
fronted with a well-pre-
pared and adaptive defence 
strategy.

Iran’s Air Defence Strikes Back: Two US Warplanes Downed Within 48 Hours

I
ran is facing serious interna-
tional criticism after rights 
groups reported that chil-
dren as young as 12 are being 
recruited into military-

linked roles amid the ongoing 
conflict in the region. The al-
legations, highlighted by Am-
nesty International and Hu-
man Rights Watch, have raised 
alarm over potential violations 
of  international law and the 
safety of  minors caught in war.

According to the report, Ira-
nian authorities have launched 
a campaign encouraging young 
boys and girls to join units as-
sociated with the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
and its Basij paramilitary 
force. The initiative, promoted 
as a way to “defend the home-
land,” comes at a time when 
Iran is under sustained mili-
tary pressure.

While officials present the 
campaign as voluntary, rights 
groups say children are being 
drawn into roles that go far be-
yond harmless support tasks. 
These include patrolling 
streets, manning checkpoints, 
gathering intelligence, and in 
some cases, handling weapons 
alongside trained personnel. 
Verified images and eyewit-
ness accounts cited in the re-
port show minors carrying ri-
fles and participating in 
security operations in several 
cities. 

The risks of  such involve-
ment were underscored by the 
death of  an 11-year-old boy, Al-
ireza Jafari, who was killed in 
a drone strike while at a check-
point in Tehran. Reports indi-
cate he had accompanied his 
father, a Basij member, due to a 
shortage of  personnel. His 
death has become a stark ex-
ample of  the dangers children 
face when placed in conflict 
zones. 

Amnesty International has 
strongly condemned the re-
cruitment drive, stating that 
involving children under the 

age of  15 in military activities 
constitutes a war crime under 
international humanitarian 
law. The organisation said Ira-
nian authorities are exposing 
minors to grave danger by plac-
ing them in operational envi-
ronments that are legitimate 
military targets.

The campaign, titled “Home-
land Defending Combatants for 
Iran,” reportedly allows chil-
dren to sign up through local 
Basij centres, including those 
operating in mosques. Witness-
es described seeing teenagers 
— some appearing very young 
— struggling to handle weap-
ons and being deployed in ac-
tive security roles, raising con-
cerns about both their safety 
and the risk of  accidental 
harm. (

Human Rights Watch has 
also criticised the move, warn-
ing that it reflects increasing 
pressure on Iran’s domestic se-
curity apparatus. The reliance 
on children, analysts say, may 
point to manpower shortages 
or an attempt to mobilise 
broader sections of  society 
during wartime.

International law clearly 
prohibits the recruitment and 
use of  children in armed con-
flict, particularly those under 
15. Rights groups have urged 
Iran to immediately halt the 
practice, release any minors 
currently involved, and ensure 
accountability for those re-
sponsible.They have also called 
on global organisations, in-
cluding the United Nations and 
UNICEF, to step in and in-
crease pressure on Tehran to 
comply with international 
standards.As the conflict in-
tensifies, the controversy high-
lights the growing humanitar-
ian concerns surrounding the 
war — with children increas-
ingly finding themselves on 
the frontlines, not as victims 
alone, but as participants in a 
dangerous and unlawful 
system.

A
mid rising tensions in the 
ongoing US-Iran conflict, 
a controversial social me-
dia post by Iran’s diplo-
matic mission has added 

a new dimension to the crisis 
surrounding a missing Ameri-
can fighter pilot. The remarks, 
widely shared online, came in 
response to growing concern 
expressed by families of  US 
military personnel after a war-
plane was shot down over Ira-
nian territory.

The Iranian Embassy in Pa-
kistan reacted to an emotional 
post by a worried mother seek-
ing prayers for US pilots, in-
cluding her son, who had not 
been heard from following re-
cent aerial combat. Respond-
ing on social media, the embas-
sy made a striking claim, 
suggesting that American ser-
vicemen were “more in dan-
ger” under former US Presi-
d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p ’ s 
leadership than if  they were in 
Iranian custody. 

The statement went further, 
asserting that if  captured, the 
pilot would be treated with 
“dignity and respect,” empha-
sising what it described as 
Iran’s moral and civilised ap-
proach to handling prisoners. 

The remarks quickly drew 
global attention, both for their 
tone and their timing. They 
come as US forces continue an 
intense search operation for a 
missing crew member after an 
F-15E fighter jet was shot down 
over Iran. One crew member 
has already been rescued, 
while the other remains unac-
counted for, raising fears that 
he could be captured or 
injured. 

The downing of  the aircraft 
marks a significant escalation 
in the conflict, representing 
one of  the first confirmed in-
stances of  a US manned com-
bat jet being hit inside Iranian 
territory during the ongoing 
war. The incident has also ex-
posed the risks faced by Ameri-

can pilots operating in contest-
ed airspace.Complicating 
matters further, Iranian au-
thorities have reportedly en-
couraged civilians to assist in 
locating the missing pilot, even 
offering incentives for infor-
mation leading to his capture. 
This has intensified concerns 
about the pilot’s safety and the 
possibility of  him becoming a 

bargaining tool in the broader 
geopolitical confrontation. 

The embassy’s comments 
have been interpreted by some 
analysts as part of  a wider in-
formation and psychological 
strategy, aimed at shaping 
global perception and under-
mining US leadership. By pro-
jecting an image of  humane 
treatment, Tehran appears to 

be countering longstanding 
Western narratives about its 
handling of  detainees.

However, the situation re-
mains highly uncertain. Previ-
ous incidents involving de-
tained US personnel have 
shown that such cases can 
quickly escalate into diplomat-
ic flashpoints, with significant 
implications for both sides. 

Meanwhile, efforts to locate 
the missing pilot continue un-
der challenging conditions, 
with US forces conducting 
search-and-rescue missions in 
hostile territory. The outcome 
of  these operations could have 
a major impact on the trajec-
tory of  the conflict.

As the war intensifies, the 
episode highlights not only the 
human cost of  the conflict but 
also the role of  messaging and 
perception in modern war-
fare—where battles are fought 
not just on the ground, but also 
across digital platforms and 
global opinion.

‘Safer in Iran than with Trump’:  
Tehran’s Sharp Response on Missing US Pilot

E
fforts to broker a ceasefire 
between the United States 
and Iran have suffered a 
major setback, with Teh-
ran rejecting Washing-

ton’s proposals and refusing to 
participate in talks planned in 
Pakistan. The development 
marks a significant diplomatic 
failure at a time when regional 
tensions continue to escalate.

The mediation initiative, led 
by Pakistan with support from 
other regional players, aimed 
to bring both sides to the nego-
tiating table and create a path-
way toward de-escalation. 
However, the effort has now 
stalled, with Iran formally in-
forming mediators that it will 
not send officials to Islamabad 
for discussions.Iran has also 
made it clear that it considers 
the United States’ conditions 
for a ceasefire to be “unaccep-
table,” effectively shutting 
down the current framework 
for negotiations. The rejection 
highlights the deep divide be-
tween the two sides and under-
scores the challenges of  
achieving even a temporary 
pause in hostilities.

At the heart of  the disagree-
ment are competing demands. 
The United States is reported-
ly seeking key concessions, in-
cluding the reopening of  the 

strategically crucial Strait of  
Hormuz, a vital route for glob-
al oil shipments. Iran, howev-
er, has consistently pushed 
back against what it describes 
as one-sided and excessive 
conditions.

Tehran’s stance reflects a 
broader strategy of  resisting 
external pressure while as-
serting its own terms for any 
potential agreement. Iranian 
officials have indicated that 
negotiations can only move 
forward if  their concerns are 
addressed, including security 
guarantees and recognition of  
their strategic interests.

The collapse of  Pakistan-led 
mediation has also prompted 
other countries to reassess 
their diplomatic efforts. Na-
tions such as Turkey and 
Egypt are exploring alterna-
tive venues like Doha and Is-
tanbul in an attempt to revive 
dialogue and prevent further 
escalation.Adding to the com-
plexity, political messaging 
from both sides continues to 
heighten tensions. Former US 
President Donald Trump has 
publicly suggested that a 
ceasefire would depend on spe-
cific conditions being met, 
while Iranian authorities have 
dismissed such claims out-
right.The breakdown in talks 

comes at a critical moment in 
the conflict, with both coun-
tries engaged in sustained mil-
itary operations and no clear 
path toward resolution. 

The inability to even initiate 
formal discussions highlights 

the deep mistrust between the 
two sides.As the situation 
stands, the failure of  media-
tion efforts not only prolongs 
the conflict but also raises con-
cerns about wider regional in-
stability. With no immediate 

diplomatic breakthrough in 
sight, the focus may now shift 
to alter native channels, 
though achieving consensus 
remains a difficult challenge 
in an increasingly volatile geo-
political environment.

Ceasefire Talks Collapse: Iran Rejects 
US Demands, Pakistan’s Mediation Fails

E
ven as the Strait of  Hor-
muz remains at the centre 
of  global geopolitical ten-
sions, India has managed 
to maintain a steady mari-

time presence, with at least 
eight Indian-linked vessels suc-
cessfully navigating the strate-
gic waterway since the conflict 
began.

The Strait of  Hormuz, one of  
the world’s most critical oil 
transit routes, has been under 
heightened security following 
the escalation of  conflict in the 
region. The disruption has im-
pacted global energy supply 
chains, with many ships de-
layed or rerouted. Nearly 20% 
of  the world’s oil passes 

through this narrow corridor, 
making any instability here a 
matter of  global concern.

Despite these challenges, In-
dia has emerged as one of  the 
countries with the highest 
number of  vessels successfully 
crossing the strait. Maritime 
data indicates that at least 
eight Indian vessels — includ-
ing LPG carriers and oil tank-
ers — have safely transited the 
high-risk zone, ensuring conti-
nuity in critical energ y 
supplies.

Among the vessels that com-
pleted the journey are Shiva-
lik, Nanda Devi, Jag Laadki, 
Pine Gas, Jag Vasant, BW Tyr, 
BW Elm, and Green Sanvi. 

These ships carried large 
quantities of  liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) and crude oil, 

both crucial for meeting In-
d i a ’ s  g r o w i n g  e n e r g y 
demands.

Several of  these vessels 
reached major Indian ports 
such as Mundra and Kandla, 
delivering essential fuel sup-
plies. LPG carriers transport-
ed significant volumes of  fuel, 
while oil tankers brought 
crude from Gulf  nations like 
the UAE and Oman. Their suc-
cessful passage highlights In-
dia’s operational capability in 
navigating complex and high-
risk maritime environments.

A key factor enabling this 
movement has been Iran’s se-
lective approach to allowing 
“non-hostile” vessels to pass 
through the strait. Countries 
seen as neutral or maintaining 
balanced diplomatic ties, in-

cluding India, have been per-
mitted transit under strict 
monitoring, while restrictions 
have been tighter on vessels 
linked to adversarial nations.

India’s diplomatic engage-
ment has also played an impor-
tant role. Authorities have 
been in continuous coordina-
tion to ensure safe passage for 
Indian ships, while the Indian 
Navy has remained on alert to 
assist and provide security 
support if  required.

However, the situation re-
mains fragile. A number of  
Indian-flagged vessels are still 
positioned in and around the 
Persian Gulf, awaiting clear-
ance to move. This reflects the 

ongoing uncertainty and the 
scale of  disruption caused by 
the conflict.The successful 
transit of  these eight vessels is 
therefore not just a logistical 
achievement but also a strate-
gic one. It underscores India’s 
dependence on Gulf  energy 
supplies and highlights the im-
portance of  maintaining se-
cure maritime routes during 
times of  geopolitical tension.

As the situation continues to 
evolve, India’s ability to sus-
tain this flow of  energy ship-
ments will be critical—not 
only for domestic stability but 
also for contributing to balance 
in an already volatile global en-
ergy market.

Amid Hormuz Tensions, India Emerges as Key Maritime Player with Eight Ships Crossing Safely

Iran Accused of Recruiting 
Children for War Duties, 

Amnesty Calls It a ‘War Crime’
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A
sian equity markets are 
expected to open on a 
positive note after U.S. 
stocks staged a late re-
covery, lifting investor 

sentiment globally. Despite 
ongoing geopolitical uncer-
tainties and fluctuations in 
oil prices, optimism returned 
to markets after Wall Street 
rebounded from earlier loss-
es, signaling improved risk 
appetite among investors.

U.S. markets experienced a 
volatile trading session be-
fore closing slightly higher. 
Major indices recovered to-
ward the end of  the session, 
supported by easing concerns 
about geopolitical tensions 
and hopes that diplomatic ef-
forts may help stabilize the 
situation.  The rebound 

helped offset earlier declines 
that were triggered by rising 
oil prices and concerns about 
global economic stability.

Oil prices remained a cen-
tral focus for investors, as 
they initially surged amid 
fears of  supply disruptions. 
Rising crude prices often in-
crease inflation risks and cre-
ate uncertainty for global 
markets, particularly for 
countries heavily dependent 
on energy imports. However, 
prices later moderated after 
reports suggested potential 
diplomatic efforts to ease ten-
sions and ensure stability in 
key energy supply routes. 
This development improved 
market sentiment and con-
tributed to the recovery in 
equities.

Asian markets are expected 
to reflect this improved mood, 
with futures indicating gains 
in several regional indices. 
However, overall trading ac-
tivity may remain subdued, 
as several markets across 
Asia are closed for holidays. 
Reduced participation from 
key financial centers could 
lead to lower volumes and po-
tentially limited price move-
ments, even if  the broader 
sentiment remains positive.

Investors are also closely 
monitoring economic indica-
tors from the United States, 
which could influence global 
market direction. Economic 
data releases, particularly 
those related to employment 
and g rowth,  are  being 
watched carefully for signs of  

resilience in the world’s larg-
est economy. Strong economic 
figures could support equi-
ties, while weaker data may 
renew concerns about eco-
nomic slowdown.

Meanwhile, geopolitical de-
velopments continue to pose 
risks to global markets. Any 
escalation in tensions could 
trigger renewed volatility in 
oil prices and equities. Con-
versely, signs of  diplomatic 
progress or stability could 
further strengthen investor 
confidence and support mar-
ket gains.

Currency markets also re-
flected cautious optimism, 
with movements remaining 
relatively stable as investors 
assessed global develop-
ments. Bond markets showed 

mixed signals, indicating that 
traders remain uncertain 
about the long-term outlook. 
This cautious positioning 
highlights the fragile nature 
o f  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t 
sentiment.

Overall, Asian equities ap-
pear set for a modestly posi-
tive start, supported by Wall 
Street’s rebound and easing 
oil price pressures. However, 
uncertainty remains high 
due to geopolitical risks, eco-

nomic data expectations, and 
holiday-related thin trading. 
Investors are likely to remain 
cautious, focusing on upcom-
ing developments and main-
taining a balanced approach 
in the near term.

Asian Equities Likely to Rise Following U.S. Market Rebound

T
he Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) Is expected to adopt 
a cautious and calibrated 
approach in its April 
monetary policy meeting, 

as policymakers balance 
emerging inflation risks with 
the need to sustain economic 
growth. The central bank fac-
es a challenging environment 
shaped by geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia, rising 
crude oil prices, and evolving 
d o m e s t i c  e c o n o m i c 
conditions.

At its previous policy meet-
ing, the RBI maintained status 
quo on interest rates while 
keeping its stance neutral. At 
that time, inflation remained 
largely under control and eco-
nomic growth continued to 
show resilience. However, 
global developments since 
then have introduced fresh un-
certainties. Escalating geopo-
litical tensions in West Asia 
have driven up crude oil pric-
es, creating potential infla-
tionary pressures for oil-im-
porting economies like India.

Higher crude oil prices re-
main one of  the biggest con-
cerns for policymakers. Rising 
fuel costs can push up trans-
portation expenses, increase 
production costs for business-
es, and eventually lead to high-
er consumer prices. This could 
complicate the RBI’s efforts to 
maintain inflation within its 
target range. Additionally, el-
evated oil prices may also af-
fect inflation expectations, 
which play a critical role in 
shaping long-ter m price 

stability.
Recent inflation trends sug-

gest that price pressures may 
gradually build up. While in-
flation has remained within 
the central bank’s comfort 
zone, the upward movement 
raises concerns, especially if  
global commodity prices con-
tinue to rise. Policymakers are 
therefore likely to remain cau-
tious and avoid any aggressive 
monetary moves until there is 
greater clarity on inflation 
trends.

At the same time, India’s 
economic growth remains rel-
atively strong compared to 
many global economies. Do-
mestic demand, infrastruc-

ture spending, and investment 
activity have continued to sup-
port growth momentum. How-
ever, sustained high energy 
prices could weaken consump-
tion and increase costs for 
businesses, potentially slow-
ing economic expansion. Ru-
ral demand could also face 
pressure if  fuel and fertilizer 
prices rise further.

Financial markets have also 
reacted to global uncertainty. 
The Indian rupee has shown 
some weakness amid rising 
geopolitical risks and cautious 
foreign investor sentiment. 
Capital flows into emerging 
markets have become more 
volatile, which could affect 

currency stability and in-
crease pressure on India’s cur-
rent account balance.

Liquidity conditions in the 
banking system remain com-
fortable, providing support to 
credit growth and economic 
activity. The RBI has managed 
liquidity effectively, helping 
maintain stability in money 
markets. However, global un-
certainties and potential capi-
tal outflows continue to pose 
risks.Bond markets have re-
flected growing caution, with 
government bond yields wit-
nessing some upward move-
ment. Market participants are 
closely monitoring inflation 
risks and policy signals from 
the RBI. Despite this, many 
analysts believe that the cen-
tral bank may prefer to wait 
and watch rather than take 
immediate action.Given the 
current backdrop, the RBI is 
widely expected to maintain 
policy rates in April while con-
tinuing with a neutral stance. 
Such an approach would allow 
the central bank to monitor 
global developments, inflation 
trends, and domestic growth 
indicators before making any 
major policy shifts.Overall, 
the upcoming policy meeting 
is likely to focus on balancing 
inflation risks with growth 
momentum. With uncertain-
ties largely driven by external 
factors, the RBI is expected to 
remain cautious, flexible, and 
data-dependent in its policy 
decisions, ensuring stability 
while supporting India’s eco-
nomic recovery.

RBI Likely to Take Calibrated Approach in 
April Policy Amid West Asia Uncertainty

T
he Indian Rupee witnessed 
a strong rebound after a 
sharp fall earlier in the 
week, following decisive 
intervention by the Re-

serve Bank of  India (RBI). The 
rupee, which had weakened 
significantly against the US 
Dollar, recovered after the cen-
tral bank implemented meas-
ures to curb excessive volatili-
ty and speculative trading in 
currency markets.

The domestic currency had 
earlier slipped sharply, raising 
concerns among investors and 
policymakers. A weaker rupee 
typically increases the cost of  
imports, particularly crude oil, 
and may contribute to infla-
tionary pressures. The decline 
also reflected broader global 
uncertainties, including rising 
crude oil prices and persistent 
foreign investor outflows from 
emerging markets. These fac-
tors combined to create pres-
sure on the currency and 
heightened volatility in the for-
eign exchange market.

In response, the RBI took 
swift action to stabilise the sit-
uation. The central bank intro-
duced measures aimed at limit-
ing speculative positions and 
tightening certain derivative 
trades. By restricting excessive 
betting against the rupee, the 
RBI sought to restore stability 
and prevent further deprecia-
tion. These steps helped reduce 
volatility and encouraged mar-
ket participants to unwind ag-
gressive dollar positions.

The RBI’s move had an im-
mediate impact on currency 

markets. As traders and finan-
cial institutions began reduc-
ing their dollar holdings, the 
supply of  dollars increased, 
supporting the rupee’s recov-
ery. The rebound also improved 
overall market sentiment, as 
currency stability is often 
viewed as a sign of  financial 
strength and policy credibility.
However, analysts believe that 
while the recovery is encourag-
ing, challenges remain. Rising 
crude oil prices continue to 
pose a major risk for India, 
which relies heavily on energy 
imports. Higher oil prices in-
crease demand for dollars and 
can exert pressure on the ru-
pee. Additionally, global geopo-
litical tensions and uncertain-
ty in international markets 
may continue to influence cur-
rency movements.

Foreign institutional inves-
tor outflows also remain a con-
cern. Continued selling by 
overseas investors can lead to 
increased demand for dollars, 

weakening the rupee. Market 
participants are closely moni-
toring global interest rate 
trends, geopolitical develop-
ments, and capital flows, all of  
which can affect currency sta-
bility.Despite these uncertain-
ties, the RBI’s proactive inter-
vention has helped restore 
confidence in the currency 
market. The central bank’s ac-
tions signal its commitment to 
maintaining orderly market 
conditions and preventing ex-
cessive volatility. Investors 
now expect the rupee to trade 
within a relatively stable 
range, although movements 
will continue to depend on 
global economic developments 
and domestic fundamentals.
Overall, the rupee’s rebound 
highlights the importance of  
timely policy intervention. 
While risks remain due to glob-
al factors, the RBI’s decisive 
steps have helped calm mar-
kets and stabilise the currency, 
at least in the near term.

Rupee Rebounds After Sharp Fall  
as RBI Steps In to Stabilise Currency

T
he upcoming week is ex-
pected to be crucial for fi-
nancial markets, with sev-
eral major domestic and 
global developments like-

ly to influence investor senti-
ment. Market participants will 
closely track the Reserve Bank 
of  India’s monetary policy de-
cision, key global economic 
data, and services sector indi-
cators to determine the near-
term direction for equities, 
currencies, and bonds.

RBI Monetary Policy Takes 
Centre Stage

The biggest event in the com-
ing week will be the monetary 
policy announcement by the 
Reserve Bank of  India. The 
Monetary Policy Committee is 
scheduled to meet from April 6 
to April 8, and investors will be 
watching closely for any sig-
nals on interest rates, inflation 
outlook, and growth projec-
tions.The policy comes at a 
time when global uncertain-
ties remain elevated, particu-
larly due to geopolitical ten-
sions and rising crude oil 
prices. While inflation has re-
mained within manageable 
levels, higher energy costs and 
currency volatility could influ-
ence the central bank’s out-
look. Market participants will 
also focus on commentary re-
garding liquidity conditions, 
inflation expectations, and 
growth momentum.Interest 
rate guidance from the RBI 
will likely influence banking 
stocks, bond yields, and the 
broader market sentiment. A 
cautious or neutral stance may 
provide stability, while any 
change in tone could trigger 
volatility.

Services PMI Data to Offer 
Growth Signals

Another key indicator inves-

tors will monitor is the servic-
es Purchasing Managers’ In-
dex (PMI). This data provides 
insights into business activity 
across sectors such as bank-
ing, IT services, hospitality, 
and transportation. Strong 
PMI numbers would indicate 
sustained economic momen-
tum, while weaker figures may 
raise concerns about slowing 
growth.

The services sector remains 
a critical driver of  India’s eco-
nomic expansion, and any 
shift in activity levels could in-
fluence investor confidence 
and sector-specific stocks.

Global Data to Shape 
Market Direction

Global economic data from 
the United States will also play 
a major role in guiding mar-
kets. Investors will keep an eye 
on U.S. growth figures, infla-
tion data, and labour market 

indicators. These numbers of-
ten influence global risk senti-
ment, foreign investment 
f l o w s ,  a n d  c u r r e n c y 
movements.

Stronger U.S. economic data 
could strengthen the dollar 
and impact emerging market 
currencies, including the In-
dian rupee. On the other hand, 
weaker data may improve risk 
appetite and support equities.

Geopolitical Developments 
Remain in Focus

Apart from economic data, 
global geopolitical develop-
ments are expected to remain 
a key driver. Rising tensions in 
energy-producing regions 
have already influenced crude 
oil prices and currency move-
ments. Any escalation or eas-
ing of  tensions could impact 
global markets, including 
India.

Higher crude prices typical-

ly increase inflation risks for 
India and widen the current 
account deficit. As a result, in-
vestors will closely track oil 
price movements throughout 
the week.

Market Outlook
Overall, the week ahead is 

likely to be event-heavy, with 
markets reacting to policy de-
cisions, macroeconomic indi-
cators, and global develop-
ments. Volatility may remain 
elevated as investors await 
clarity on interest rates, 
growth outlook, and global 
risks.

Market participants are ex-
pected to remain cautious, fo-
cusing on key data releases 
and policy signals. The RBI 
policy outcome, services PMI 
trends, and U.S. economic indi-
cators will be the primary fac-
tors shaping market direction 
in the coming days.

Key Business Events to Watch Next Week 

I
ndia’s value retail sector is 
entering a strong growth 
phase, driven primarily by 
aggressive store expansion 
across cities and towns. How-

ever, while expansion is expect-
ed to support revenue growth, 
the long-term winners will be 
determined by execution, store 
productivity, and merchandis-
ing strategies. As competition 
intensifies, retailers will need 
to focus on operational efficien-
cy rather than relying solely on 
footprint expansion.Value re-
tail, which focuses on afforda-
ble pricing and high-volume 
sales, has gained momentum 
due to rising price sensitivity 
among consumers and increas-
ing demand for budget-friendly 
fashion and lifestyle products. 
Companies in this segment are 
rapidly expanding their store 
networks to capture market 
share, particularly in tier-2 and 
tier-3 cities where consumption 
growth remains strong. Expan-
sion strategies are therefore 
emerging as a key growth lever 
for many retailers.However, 
analysts believe that expansion 
alone may not guarantee sus-
tainable growth. Store produc-
tivity is expected to become a 
crucial differentiator. Retailers 
that generate higher sales per 
store and maintain strong 
same-store sales growth are 
likely to outperform peers. This 
is particularly important as 
rapid expansion can sometimes 
dilute operational efficiency 
and increase costs if  not exe-
cuted carefully.

Merchandising will also play 
a significant role in determin-
ing winners in the value retail 
space. Product assortment, 

pricing strategies, and inven-
tory management are becom-
ing increasingly important as 
consumers seek both afforda-
bility and variety. Companies 
that can quickly adapt to chang-
ing consumer preferences and 
manage supply chains effi-
ciently are likely to maintain 
competitive advantages.

Same-store sales growth 
across players in the value re-
tail segment remains positive, 
indicating steady demand de-
spite macroeconomic uncer-
tainties. This trend reflects 
strong consumer interest in af-
fordable fashion and everyday 
essentials. However, maintain-
ing this momentum will re-
quire consistent execution, es-
pecially as new store openings 
increase competition within 
the segment.Margins remain 
another key focus area. Value 
retail typically operates on thin 
margins due to competitive 
pricing strategies. As compa-
nies expand, controlling costs 
such as rentals, logistics, and 
staffing becomes critical. Re-
tailers that can achieve scale 
benefits while maintaining op-
erational discipline are expect-

ed to deliver stronger profita-
bility.Additionally, private 
labels and in-house brands are 
becoming increasingly impor-
tant in the value retail business 
model. These offerings help re-
tailers improve margins and 
differentiate themselves from 
competitors. Companies invest-
ing in strong private label port-
folios may gain an edge in the 
long term.Despite near-term 
growth opportunities, risks re-
main. Rapid expansion could 
strain supply chains and opera-
tional capabilities if  not man-
aged efficiently. Furthermore, 
increased competition from 
both organised and unorgan-
ised players may put pressure 
on pricing and profitability.
Overall, the outlook for India’s 
value retail sector remains pos-
itive, supported by expansion 
plans and strong consumer de-
mand. However, long-term suc-
cess will depend on execution, 
store productivity, merchandis-
ing strategies, and cost control. 
As the sector evolves, retailers 
that balance aggressive growth 
with operational excellence are 
likely to emerge as clear 
winners. 

Expansion to Drive Growth, but Execution 
Will Decide Winners in Value Retail
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T
he much-anticipated Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) 
2026 encounter between 
Delhi Capitals and Mum-
bai Indians has generated 

significant buzz among cricket 
fans, with both teams eager to 
strengthen their position in 
the tournament. The match, 
set to take place at the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi, 
promises to be an exciting con-
test given the quality of  play-
ers on both sides.

Delhi Capitals, led by Axar 
Patel, will be looking to capital-
ize on their home advantage. 
The team has shown flashes of  
brilliance this season but has 
struggled with consistency. 
Axar Patel’s all-round abilities 
will be crucial, both in stabiliz-
ing the batting order and pro-
viding breakthroughs with the 
ball. The Capitals’ batting line-
up, featuring a mix of  experi-
enced players and young tal-
ent, will need to fire collectively 
to post a competitive total or 
chase down targets effectively.

On the other hand, Mumbai 
Indians, one of  the most suc-
cessful franchises in IPL his-
tory, will rely heavily on the 
experience of  their senior play-
ers. Rohit Sharma remains a 
key figure for the team, bring-

ing leadership and explosive 
batting at the top of  the order. 
Mumbai’s strength lies in its 
balanced squad, which in-
cludes powerful hitters, de-
pendable middle-order bats-
men, and a formidable bowling 
attack capable of  turning 
matches around.

The contest between Delhi’s 
bowlers and Mumbai’s strong 
batting lineup could be a defin-
ing factor in the outcome of  the 
match. If  Delhi manages to 
pick early wickets, they could 
put pressure on Mumbai’s mid-
dle order. Conversely, if  Mum-
bai’s top order gets going, they 
can dominate the game and set 
a challenging target.

Pitch conditions at the Arun 

Jaitley Stadium are expected 
to favor batsmen initially, with 
some assistance for spinners 
as the game progresses. This 
could make Axar Patel’s role 
even more significant, as his 
spin bowling might come into 
play during crucial middle 
overs.

Both teams are aware of  the 
importance of  this match in 
the context of  the league stand-
ings. A win here could provide 
much-needed momentum and 
boost their chances of  qualify-
ing for the playoffs. With star 
players, tactical battles, and 
high expectations, fans can ex-
pect a thrilling showdown be-
tween Delhi Capitals and 
Mumbai Indians.

IPL 2026: Delhi Capitals Face Mumbai 
Indians in High-Stakes Clash 

M
umbai Indians suffered 
a significant setback 
ahead of  their IPL 2026 
match against Delhi 
Capitals as captain 

Hardik Pandya was ruled out 
at the last moment. The devel-
opment came as a surprise to 
fans, especially given Pandya’s 
importance as both a leader 
and a key all-rounder in the 
squad.

The decision was confirmed 
just before the toss at the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi. In-
stead of  Hardik Pandya, 
Suryakumar Yadav walked out 
to lead the side, indicating a 
late change in Mumbai Indi-
ans’ plans. During the toss, 
Suryakumar clarified the situ-
ation, stating that Pandya was 
unwell and therefore unable to 
take part in the match. 

Reports suggest that Pan-
dya’s absence was not due to 

any serious injury but rather a 
sudden illness. As a precau-
tionary measure, the team 
management decided not to 
risk their captain’s fitness, es-
pecially considering the long 

and demanding IPL season 
ahead. The exact nature of  the 
illness was not disclosed, but 
the move reflects a cautious ap-
proach by the franchise.

Pandya’s absence forced 

Mumbai Indians to reshuffle 
their playing XI. The team 
made multiple changes to bal-
ance the squad, bringing in 
fresh players to fill the gap left 
by their captain. This not only 
affected the team’s leadership 
structure but also its overall 
balance, as Pandya plays a cru-
cial role with both bat and ball.

Suryakumar Yadav stepping 
in as captain added an interest-
ing dimension to the contest. 
Known for his aggressive bat-
ting and calm demeanor, 
Suryakumar had the responsi-
bility of  guiding the team in a 
high-pressure match. His lead-
ership ensured continuity, but 
the absence of  Pandya’s all-
round capabilities was still a 
major blow.

From a tactical perspective, 
losing a player like Hardik 
Pandya impacts multiple as-
pects of  the game. He often 

contributes in crucial middle 
overs with the bat and provides 
valuable overs with the ball. 
Additionally, his on-field deci-
sion-making and experience 
are vital in tight situations.

For Mumbai Indians, the fo-
cus will now be on ensuring 
Pandya recovers quickly and 
returns to action in upcoming 
matches. With the IPL being a 
long tournament, player fit-
ness and workload manage-
ment become critical factors in 
determining a team’s success.

In conclusion, Hardik Pan-
dya’s absence against Delhi 
Capitals was due to illness, and 
while it was a precautionary 
decision, it highlighted how de-
pendent Mumbai Indians are 
on their captain. Fans will be 
hoping to see him back soon, 
leading the team as they aim 
for a strong campaign in IPL 
2026.

IPL 2026: Why Hardik Pandya Missed 
MI’s Clash Against Delhi Capitals 

Even in victory, scrutiny of-
ten follows leadership deci-
sions in the high-pressure en-
vironment of  the Indian 
Premier League. That was evi-
dent after Shreyas Iyer led his 
side to a win against the Chen-
nai Super Kings, only to face 
criticism from a former India 
cricketer over one of  his tacti-
cal calls.

The match itself  was a com-
petitive encounter, with Iyer’s 
team putting up a disciplined 
performance to secure an im-
portant victory. Contributions 
came from both the batting and 
bowling departments, reflect-
ing a balanced team effort. 
However, despite the positive 
result, attention quickly shift-
ed to a specific decision made 
by the captain during a crucial 
phase of  the game.

The criticism revolved 
around Iyer’s bowling changes 
and field placements, particu-
larly at a moment when the op-
position seemed to be gaining 
momentum. The former India 
player questioned the logic be-
hind delaying the introduction 
of  a key bowler, suggesting 
that an earlier move could have 
put additional pressure on the 
Chennai batting lineup.

While the decision did not 

ultimately cost the team the 
match, it sparked debate 
among experts and fans alike. 
In a tournament as competitive 
as the IPL, even minor tactical 
calls are closely analyzed, espe-
cially when they involve high-
stakes situations.

Iyer, known for his calm de-

meanor and composed leader-
ship, has generally earned 
praise for his captaincy skills. 
Under his guidance, the team 
has shown resilience and 
adaptability in various match-
es. However, this incident high-
lights how expectations re-
main high, and every move is 

subject to intense scrutiny.
On the field, the bowlers 

managed to hold their nerve in 
the final overs, restricting 
Chennai’s chase effectively. 
The batters had earlier laid a 
solid foundation, ensuring the 
team had enough runs on the 
board to defend. The win added 
valuable points to their cam-
paign and strengthened their 
position in the standings.

For Chennai, it was a missed 
opportunity. Despite having ex-
perienced players capable of  
chasing down targets, they fell 
short due to lack of  accelera-
tion in the middle overs and in-
ability to capitalize on key mo-
ments.The debate surrounding 
Iyer’s decision underlines a 
broader reality in cricket — 
leadership is often judged not 
just by results, but by the pro-
cess. A win may ease immedi-
ate pressure, but it does not 
shield captains from analysis 
or criticism.As the tourna-
ment progresses, Iyer will aim 
to fine-tune his strategies 
while maintaining the team’s 
winning momentum. With sev-
eral crucial matches ahead, his 
decision-making will continue 
to play a pivotal role in deter-
mining how far his side can go 
this season.

Shreyas Iyer Faces Criticism Despite Victory Over CSK 

F
ormer India cricketer Am-
bati Rayudu has revealed 
the key reason behind the 
explosive batting transfor-
mation of  the Punjab 

Kings in IPL 2026, crediting 
head coach Ricky Ponting for 
introducing a unique training 
method that has significantly 
boosted the team’s six-hitting 
ability.

According to Rayudu, Pont-
ing’s innovative approach fo-
cuses on improving bat speed 
and freeing up a batter’s hands 
— a crucial factor in modern 
T20 cricket. One of  the most in-
teresting techniques involves 
placing a squash ball inside the 
bottom hand glove of  a batter. 
This simple adjustment pre-
vents players from gripping 
the bat too tightly with their 
lower hand, allowing the top 
hand to dominate and generate 
a smoother, faster swing. 

Rayudu explained that this 
method not only enhances bat 
speed but also builds confi-
dence among players — some-
thing he believes is even more 
important than raw strength 
or ability. With better bat flow 
and timing, batters can strike 
the ball more cleanly, leading 
to a higher number of  sixes. 

The impact of  Ponting’s 
coaching is clearly visible in 
Punjab Kings’ performances 
this season. The team has 
emerged as one of  the most ag-
gressive batting units in the 
league, smashing a remarkable 
number of  sixes in just the 
opening matches. Their fear-
less approach and intent-driv-
en batting have made them one 
of  the most dangerous sides in 
IPL 2026. 

Players like Shreyas Iyer and 
Prabhsimran Singh have 
thrived under this system, 
combining confidence with 
clean ball-striking. The team’s 
strategy is not just about hit-
ting big shots but doing so with 
clarity and consistency. This 

structured approach has 
helped Punjab Kings maintain 
pressure on opposition bowlers 
throughout their innings.

Rayudu, who has previously 
worked with Ponting during 
their time at Mumbai Indians, 
emphasized that the Australi-
an legend has always been ex-
ceptional at helping batters de-
velop six-hitting skills. His 
coaching style blends technical 
adjustments with mental con-
ditioning, ensuring players re-
main confident while execut-
ing aggressive shots.

Punjab Kings’ recent perfor-
mances, including a successful 
high-pressure chase against 
Chennai Super Kings, high-
light how well this strategy is 
working. The team chased 
down a massive total with ease, 
maintaining a strong run rate 
and showcasing their im-
p r o v e d  p o w e r - h i t t i n g 
capabilities.

Overall, Ponting’s influence 
has transformed Punjab Kings 
into a fearless and dynamic 
batting unit. With a mix of  in-
novative training techniques 
and confidence-building meth-
ods, the franchise has rede-
fined its approach and emerged 
as a serious contender in IPL 
2026.

Ponting’s Magic Touch: 
How PBKS Became a  

Six-Hitting Powerhouse 

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) is reportedly consider-
ing appointing former Paki-
stan captain Younis Khan as 
the Director of  Domestic 
Cricket, in a move aimed at 
strengthening the country’s 
grassroots structure.

According to reports, the 
PCB leadership is keen to 
bring in experienced former 
players to oversee and revamp 
domestic cricket operations. 
The proposed role would give 
Younis Khan significant re-
sponsibility in managing and 
improving the domestic cir-
cuit, which is considered the 
backbone of  Pakistan’s crick-
eting future.

The board, under chairman 
Mohsin Naqvi, is exploring 
ways to decentralize cricket 
administration by assigning 
specialized roles to former 

cricketers. This approach is 
intended to ensure that crick-
et-related decisions are han-
dled by individuals with deep 
understanding of  the game 
rather than purely adminis-
trative figures. 

If  appointed, Younis Khan 
would likely focus on talent 
development, improving do-
mestic competitions, and 
bridging the gap between do-
mestic and international 
cricket. His vast experience as 
one of  Pakistan’s most suc-
cessful Test batters and a for-
mer captain is expected to 
play a crucial role in shaping 
young players.

Younis has previously 
worked with the PCB in vari-
ous capacities, including as 
batting coach of  the national 
team. He has also expressed 
interest in contributing to do-

mestic cricket by mentoring 
players and helping them re-
fine their skills. However, dis-
cussions are still at a prelimi-
nary stage, and no official 
confirmation has been made 
regarding his appointment. 
The PCB is reportedly evalu-
ating multiple options before 
finalizing the role.The move 
comes at a time when Paki-
stan cricket is looking to re-
build and improve consisten-
cy, with greater emphasis on 
strengthening its domestic 
structure. Bringing in a figure 
like Younis Khan could pro-
vide both credibility and di-
rection to these efforts.

Overall, the potential ap-
pointment signals PCB’s in-
tent to rely more on experi-
enced former players to drive 
long-term development and 
stability in Pakistan cricket.

PCB Eyes Younis Khan for Key Domestic Cricket Role 

I
n a thrilling Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) contest 
that lived up to its billing, 
the Rajasthan Royals se-
cured a narrow victory 

over the Gujarat Titans in a 
high‑scoring match that kept 
fans on the edge of  their seats 
until the final ball.The match, 
played under lights and 
packed with explosive bat-
ting, saw both teams post for-
midable totals on the board, 
with momentum swinging 
back and forth throughout 
the contest. The Royals ulti-
mately emerged victorious by 
a slim margin, thanks to a col-
lective batting effort and dis-
ciplined bowling in the clos-
ing stages.

Winning the toss and elect-
ing to bat first, Rajasthan 

Royals got off  to a blazing 
start. Their top and middle 
order fired with intent, pun-
ishing anything short and 
loose, and regularly clearing 
the ropes. The Royals’ batters 
were in free‑flowing mode, 
finding boundaries with ease 
and rotating the strike effec-
tively. Their aggressive ap-
proach paid dividends as they 
posted one of  their highest 
totals of  the season.

In reply, the Gujarat Titans 
got off  to a strong start, with 
their openers laying a solid 
foundation. The partnership 
kept the required run rate 
well within reach, and it 
seemed as though the Titans 
would overhaul the target 
comfortably. However, the 
Royals’ bowlers struck at cru-

cial moments, breaking key 
partnerships and applying 
pressure when it mattered 
most.A late cameo from the 
lower middle order kept the 
Rajasthan bowling unit on 
their toes, but they managed 
to hold their nerve. The final 
few overs were nail‑biting, 
with the Titans needing a 
boundary off  the last delivery 
to win, only for the Royals’ 
bowler to execute his yorkers 
perfectly and deny the target 
on the penultimate delivery.

Standout performers in-
cluded the Royals’ power hit-
ters, who amassed valuable 
runs at crucial junctures, and 
the bowlers who delivered un-
der pressure. For the Titans, 
their top order deserved 
praise for keeping them in 

the hunt, while one or two 
late contributions kept the 
game alive till the very end.

With this win, the Ra-
jasthan Royals have strength-
ened their position in the IPL 
standings, while the Gujarat 
Titans will be left to rue 
missed opportunities as they 
look to bounce back in their 
upcoming fixtures.  The 
match will be remembered as 
one of  the season’s most en-
tertaining encounters, show-
casing the unpredictable and 
dramatic nature of  T20 
cricket.

Fans are already looking 
forward to the next chapter in 
this competitive IPL season, 
where every match promises 
high‑octane action and thrill-
ing finishes.

Royals Edge Titans in Thrilling High‑Scoring IPL Encounter
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T
he real estate sector in 
the capital region of  Am-
aravati is once again wit-
nessing a steady revival, 
signaling renewed confi-

dence among investors and 
homebuyers. After experienc-
ing a surge following the 
change in government, the 
market had shown signs of  
slowing down for a brief  pe-
riod. However, recent develop-
ments indicate that the sector 
is regaining momentum, with 
increased activity in both res-
idential and commercial seg-
ments across the region.

Among the emerging hot-
spots, Kunchanapalli has po-
sitioned itself  as one of  the 
most promising and strategi-
cally located areas in the Am-
aravati capital zone. Its prox-
imity to major urban centers 
such as Vijayawada and Gun-
tur, along with its closeness to 
Amaravati, has made it a pre-
ferred destination for both in-

vestors and end-users.

Real estate experts point 
out that while Amaravati con-
tinues to hold long-term po-
tential as the state’s capital 
city, the development of  com-
plete infrastructure and ur-
ban facilities may still take 
another three to four years. In 
contrast, Kunchanapalli of-
fers immediate advantages 
due to its location near Vi-
jayawada, a well-developed 
city with access to established 
amenities such as educational 
institutions, hospitals, shop-
ping centers, and transporta-
tion networks. This makes it 
an ideal choice for buyers 
who are looking for both con-
v e n i e n c e  a n d  f u t u r e 
appreciation.

Adding to its appeal is the 
rapid commercial growth 
along the stretch between 
Prakasam Barrage and Man-
galagiri. Over the past few 

years, this corridor has trans-
formed into a bustling com-
mercial hub, with numerous 
showrooms, retail outlets, 
and business establishments 
setting up operations. The 
once relatively quiet highway 
has now become vibrant and 
economically active, signifi-
cantly enhancing the value of  
nearby residential areas.

This growing demand has 
encouraged reputed develop-
ers to launch premium hous-
ing projects in the region. One 
such project that is drawing 
considerable attention is “Sri 
Fortune Green Field Villas,” 
being developed by the well-
known Fortune Group. The 
developer has already estab-
lished a strong reputation for 
delivering quality residential 
ventures, which has contrib-
uted to the increasing interest 
among buyers in this new 
project.

Located strategically near 
KL University, the project en-
joys excellent connectivity 
and accessibility. Spread 
across approximately 4.5 
acres, the development com-
prises 45 well-designed villas 
that cater to modern lifestyle 
needs. The villas feature con-
temporary architectural de-
signs, aesthetically pleasing 
elevations, and carefully 
planned layouts that maxi-
mize space and comfort.

A model villa has already 
been completed, allowing pro-
spective buyers to experience 
the quality and design first-
hand. The remaining con-
struction work is progressing 
rapidly, and developers are 
confident that the entire pro-
ject could be completed with-
in the next three months. 
Such a fast-paced execution 
has further strengthened 
trust among buyers, particu-
larly in a market where time-

ly  del ivery  is  o f ten  a 
concern.

Industry observers note 
that the project stands out not 
only for its design and quality 
but also for its competitive 
pricing. In a market where af-
fordability plays a crucial 
role, offering premium villas 
at reasonable prices has made 
the project accessible to a wid-
er range of  buyers. This has 
attracted both individuals 
looking for a comfortable liv-
ing space and investors seek-
ing long-term returns.

Experts believe that Kun-
chanapalli’s growth story is 
closely linked to the overall 
development trajectory of  
Amaravati. As the capital city 
gradually develops its infra-
structure, administrative 
buildings, and civic ameni-
ties, surrounding regions are 
expected to benefit signifi-
cantly. Kunchanapalli, due to 

its strategic location, is likely 
to experience consistent ap-
preciation in property values 
over the coming years.

Furthermore, the locality 
offers a balanced combina-
tion of  present-day livability 
and future growth potential. 
Buyers are increasingly pri-
oritizing locations that pro-
vide immediate access to es-
sential services while also 
promising capital apprecia-
tion. Kunchanapalli meets 
both these criteria, making it 
an attractive proposition for a 
wide range of  stakeholders.

The presence of  education-
al institutions like KL Univer-
sity, coupled with expanding 
commercial activity and im-
proved connectivity, has fur-
ther strengthened the area’s 
appeal. Infrastructure devel-
opments such as better road 
networks and transport facili-
ties are also contributing to 

the region’s rising promi-
nence in the real estate 
market.

Overall, the resurgence of  
real estate activity in Amara-
vati reflects a broader trend 
of  renewed optimism in the 
region. With increasing de-
mand, ongoing infrastructure 
development, and the entry of  
credible developers, the mar-
ket appears to be on a stable 
growth path.

As Kunchanapalli contin-
ues to gain traction as a key 
residential and investment 
destination, projects like Sri 
Fortune Green Field Villas 
highlight the evolving dynam-
ics of  the market. If  current 
trends persist, the Amaravati 
capital region is poised to 
emerge as one of  the most 
promising real estate hubs in 
Andhra Pradesh in the com-
ing years.

Amaravati Real Estate Sees Renewed Growth; 
Kunchanapalli Gains Spotlight as Investment Destination

Sree Fortune Green Field Villas 

Available Villa Options & Pricing
240 Sq.Yards – 4115 Sq.Ft

204 Sq.Yards – 3411 Sq.Ft

164 Sq.Yards – 2513 Sq.Ft

171 Sq.Yards – 2700 Sq.Ft (West Facing)

Offer Price (East & West Villas Only): 7,899/Sq.Ft – Limited 
Time Deal!

 Near KL Univer-
sity | Main Road 

Facing | Pollution-
Free Zone

Modern Elevation 
with Quality 
Construction

 Premium Gated Layout

A Gated Community 
Spread Across 4.5 

Acres | 45 Exclusive 
Villas Only

Peaceful Green 
Surroundings & 
Superb Connectivity

🏞️ Project Amenities Include:
✅ Rooftop Swimming Pool
✅ Basket Ball Court
✅ Box Cricket Ground
✅ Avenue Plantation & Beautiful Lawns
✅ Walking & Sitting Areas
✅ Open-Air Gym
✅ Children’s Play Area
✅ Multiple Sit-out Zones
✅ Premium Villaments

Main Road Facing 

| Near KL Univer-

sity | Fast-Develop-

ing Zone.

Contact: 

+91-9603482345, 

+91-9603582345

contact : 9581052313
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