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ASTRONG WARNING T0 JAGAN BY NAIDU

Bapatla, April 9:

ndhra Pradesh Chief Min-

ister N. Chandrababu

Naidu issued a strong

warning to former Chief

Minister Y. S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy during a public meet-
ing held in Vemuru
constituency.

Addressing the gathering,
Naidu cautioned that any at-
tempts to destabilize the state
through small groups or disrup-
tive actions would not be toler-
ated. “If you try to dismantle the
state with small groups of peo-
ple, we will not remain silent,”
he said, directly addressing
Jagan.

The Chief Minister also re-
ferred to his earlier arrest, alleg-
ing that it was carried out de-
spite him having committed no
wrongdoing. He asserted that

while he has the authority to act
similarly, he would not misuse
power. “You arrested me despite
no fault of mine. If I want to ar-
rest you, it would take no time.
But I will not do that. The law
will take its course,” Naidu
stated.

Naidu criticized Jagan’s pro-
posals, particularly the idea of
multiple state capitals, claiming
that it failed to gain public trust.
“Nobody believes him any-
more,” he remarked, indicating
a decline in confidence among
people.

In a sharp escalation of rheto-
ric, Naidu also made critical re-
marks about the leadership
within the YSR Congress Party;,
suggesting that the behavior he
once attributed to Jagan alone is
n ow visible among other party
leaders as well.

The Chief Minister empha-

sized that his government is fo-
cused on development and gov-
ernance, while accusing the
opposition of creating unneces-
sary political controversies. He
urged leaders to act responsibly
and prioritize the state’s

progress.
The remarks come
amid intensifying
political tensions
in Andhra
Pradesh, with
both ruling,
and opposi-;
tion parties
engaging in
increasing-
ly heated
exchang-
es.
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LAND RIGHTS WILL BE PROTECTED FULLY: CMASSURED

Bapatla, April 9:

ndhra Pradesh Chief Min-

ister N. Chandrababu

Naidu addressed a large

public gathering in Sure-

palli village of Vemuru
constituency in Bapatla district
while participating in the ‘Mee
Bhoomi-Mee Hakku’ program.
The initiative aims to safe-
guard land ownership rights
and provide citizens with se-
cure and transparent property
records.Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister em-
phasized that land is not mere-
ly a physical asset but a vital
source of livelihood, security,
and dignity for families. He
stated that the government has
taken up the responsibility of
issuing updated pattadar pass-
books to ensure that people’s
land rights are fully protected.
Expressing his emotions,
Naidu said that witnessing the
happiness of beneficiaries re-
ceiving their passbooks made

his life meaningful.

He strongly criticized the
previous administration led by
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, alleg-
ing that the state experienced
administrative breakdown and
an increase in land-related dis-
putes during that period. Ac-
cording to him, the earlier gov-
ernment created confusion by
interfering in land records and
even placing the Chief Minis-
ter’s photograph on passbooks,

despite the property belonging
to citizens.

Naidu pointed out that near-
ly 90 percent of grievances re-
ceived during public outreach
programs were related to reve-
nue and land issues. He said
this prompted the government
to prioritize reforms in land ad-
ministration and ensure right-
ful ownership to citizens. So
far, over 21.23 lakh new pass-
books have been distributed,

and an additional 9 lakh are ex-
pected to be issued by July. The
government aims to distribute
a total of 1.12 crore passbooks
and conduct resurvey opera-
tions across 16,816 villages.

Highlighting technological
advancements, the Chief Min-
ister said the new passbooks
are designed with high-securi-
ty features similar to currency
notes. Blockchain technology
has been introduced to prevent
tampering of records, while QR
codes allow easy verification of
ownership details. He also men-
tioned the introduction of a
digital locking system that pre-
vents unauthorized registra-
tion of land.

Naidu assured that the entire
process would be carried out
transparently, in the presence
of landowners, and without
any corruption. He reiterated
that the initiative would pro-
vide a permanent solution to
land disputes and strengthen
trust in governance.

AP CABINETTODAY MAYDISCUSSON - 1j1aH VOTER TURNOUT IN THREE STATES
LAW AND ORDER ISSUES MAJORLY

Amaravati, April 9:

The Andhra Pradesh state
cabinet is scheduled to meet to-
morrow under the leadership
of Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu to deliberate on
several key issues facing the
state, including the ongoing
Tirumala ghee controversy and
law and order concerns. The
meeting, planned at the Secre-
tariat, is expected to bring to-
gether senior ministers and of-
ficials to review pressing
governance matters affecting
public confidence and adminis-
tration.One of the main items
on the agenda will be the wide-
ly discussed Tirumala adulter-
ated ghee case, which has
drawn significant attention
across political and social cir-
cles. Allegations that sub-
standard ghee was supplied for
prasadam preparation at Tiru-
mala have stirred controversy,
given the religious and cultural
importance of the issue. Minis-
ters are expected to examine
the current status of investiga-
tions and discuss measures to
restore public trust while en-
suring the safety and sanctity
of temple practices.

In addition, the Cabinet will
review law and order issues
across the state, focusing on
strengthening administrative
responses to crime and main-
taining public safety. Reports
indicate that the discussion
will emphasize improving po-
licing effectiveness and ad-
dressing citizen concerns re-
garding social stability and law
enforcement outcomes.Offi-
cials have indicated that the
meeting could result in policy
decisions or directives aimed at
both resolving the ghee contro-
versy and enhancing law-and-
order mechanisms. The Cabi-
net’s deliberations reflect the
state government’s intent to
balance administrative effi-
ciency, public sentiment, and
cultural sensitivities while ad-
dressing governance challeng-
es.Observers note that the out-
comes of tomorrow’s meeting
may set the tone for upcoming
government actions and could
influence both political dis-
course and public perception in
Andhra Pradesh. Citizens and
stakeholders across the state
will be watching closely for an-
nouncements following the
Cabinet session.

New Delhi/Amaravati,
April 9:

oting began today in As-

sam, Kerala, and the Un-

ion Territory of Puduch-

erry as the 2026 assembly

elections kicked off, with
citizens heading to polling sta-
tions across all constituencies.
A total of 296 seats across the
three regions are at stake, with
voters participating in a sin-
gle-phase election. Counting of
votes has been scheduled for
May 4.

In Assam, the ruling BJP-led
alliance is seeking a third con-
secutive term, facing stiff com-
petition from the Congress and
its regional allies. Observers
note that issues such as devel-
opment, law and order, and eth-
nic concerns are playing a key
role in shaping voter senti-
ment. Early reports indicated
strong turnout, with citizens
actively participating in both
urban and rural
constituencies.

Kerala sees a high-stakes
battle among the incumbent
Left Democratic Front (LDF),
the United Democratic Front
(UDF), and the BJP-led NDA.
Senior party leaders cam-
paigned vigorously, urging vot-

DECEASED FOUND |

KUMAR CHAND P,
Amaravati, April 9:

n a disturbing incident, a

man was found dead in a

washroom adjacent to the

parking area of the Goddess

Durga Temple on Thursday.
Preliminary reports suggest
that the deceased had been
dead for approximately three
days before being discovered,
raising serious concerns about
the temple administration’s
monitoring and maintenance
practices.

According to officials, the po-
lice have not yet identified the
deceased. Preliminary esti-
mates indicate that he was

around 40 years old. The cause
of death is still under investi-
gation, and authorities are
awaiting forensic reports to de-
termine whether it was natu-
ral or suspicious. No personal
belongings or identification
were reportedly found with the
individual.Local residents and
temple-goers expressed shock
and concern over the delayed
discovery. “If the washrooms
had been cleaned and inspect-
ed regularly, this might have
been noticed much earlier,”
said one devotee. The delay has
raised questions about hy-
giene, surveillance, and basic
upkeep in the temple premises,
which attract large numbers of

visitors daily.

The incident comes amid
growing scrutiny of the temple
administration, which has
faced criticism in recent
weeks. Allegations have sur-
faced regarding security per-
sonnel allegedly behaving
rudely toward devotees, mis-
management of parking facili-
ties, and poor overall mainte-
nance. Reports of corruption
in various operational areas
have also been under investiga-
tion, and officials have been oc-
cupied with verifying and ad-
dressing these claims. Experts
suggest that balancing these
administrative, political, and
investigative pressures may

ers to exercise their democrat-
ic rights. Reports by early
afternoon suggested steady
participation, with queues at
many polling centers and sig-
nificant voter engagement in
several districts.

In Puducherry, seasoned re-
gional leaders are competing
alongside national allies, while
a new political entrant is at-
tempting to influence the local
political landscape. Early turn-
out figures indicated enthusi-
astic participation, reflecting a
high level of public interest.

The Election Commission
has deployed robust security

and administrative arrange-
ments to ensure smooth and
fair voting across all regions.
Political analysts suggest that
today’s results could set the
tone for upcoming assembly
elections in other states, in-
cluding West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu.

Voter enthusiasm and par-
ticipation are being widely re-
garded as a reflection of In-
dia’s vibrant democratic
culture, with citizens actively
engaging in the electoral pro-
cess to shape the political fu-
ture of their states and
territories.
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FLEXIES BACKING
‘MAVIGUN’ BY
YSRC LEADERS

Amaravati/Vijayawada,
April 9:

olitical activity in

Andhra Pradesh has in-

tensified with the sudden

appearance of large flex

banners supporting the
MAVIGUN corridor proposal
— anew regional development
idea backed by YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, president of the
YuvajanaSramikaRythu Con-
gress Party (YSRCP).

The promotional flex boards
and banners, featuring slo-
gans in favor of MAVIGUN,
have been prominently dis-
played in areas including
Machilipatnam, Vijayawada,
and Guntur. These installa-
tions appear to be part of a
broader campaign to popular-
ize the idea of developing the
Machilipatnam Vijayawada
Guntur corridor as a capital
region alternative, potentially
tied to the 2029 election cycle.

The MAVIGUN concept was
recently proposed by Jagan as
a cost efficient and practical
substitute to the existing Am-
aravati capital framework,
which has long been a conten-
tious issue in state politics.

Supporters argue that this
corridor, linking three major
urban centres, could foster
more balanced regional devel-
opment and reduce financial
strain on the state’s budget.
Criticism of the idea has also
surfaced, with detractors de-
scribing it as vague or politi-
cally motivated rather than
grounded in a concrete urban
planning strategy.The recent
flex installations near Jagan’s
residence in Tadepalli have
drawn attention not only for
their size and visibility but for
the slogans they carry — in-
cluding references to “Jagan
2.0- MAVIGUN 2029,” suggest-
ing an electoral strategy may
be tied to this messaging.Po-
litical analysts say the display
of such banners could signal
the YSRCP’s intent to re ener-
gize support ahead of future
polls and steer public discus-
sion toward alternative devel-
opment visions. The emer-
gence of MAVIGUN as a
trending topic reflects shifting
narratives in Andhra
Pradesh’s political landscape,
where capital development re-
mains deeply contested.

HOW GOME WE ALLOW
SUCH FLEXIES: HIGH COURT

Amaravati, April 9:

he Andhra Pradesh High

Court expressed sharp

criticism over provocative

flex boards and social me-

dia posts targeting the
state government, questioning
the audacity of those behind
them. The remarks came dur-
ing hearings on a petition filed
by former YSR Congress social
media in-charge Sajjal Bhar-
gav Reddy. The court asked
whether the boards, which al-
legedly hint at destruction in
2029, threaten the state or its
citizens.The bench empha-
sized that insulting the Chief
Minister is equivalent to in-
sulting over five crore resi-
dents of Andhra Pradesh.
“Who authorized such posts?
Who gave anyone the right to
damage personal or familial
dignity? There is no authority
for harming an individual’s
reputation,” the court said,
stressing the importance of
personal respect in public dis-
course.The High Court also
criticized the police for failing
to prevent or act decisively
against objectionable content.
“If the police had taken strict
action, such incidents would

not recur. Courts and laws
must instill fear through en-
forcement. How is it that after
2024, people still post offensive
content with such confi-
dence?” the bench observed.
The court underscored that
law enforcement must act
strongly to deter repetition of
such behavior.The case re-
volves around alleged posts
that the petition claimed disre-
spected the Chief Minister. Ar-
guments in the High Court
concluded, and the bench has
reserved its judgment. Observ-
ers note that the verdict could
set an important precedent in
regulating online speech, bal-
ancing freedom of expression
with the protection of public
figures and citizens’ dignity.
The proceedings signal the ju-
diciary’s growing concern
over social media accountabil-
ity, police enforcement, and
the impact of provocative con-
tent on public order. Legal ex-
perts suggest that the outcome
may influence stricter guide-
lines for social media use in
Andhra Pradesh and could
serve as a model for other
states addressing similar
issues.

DURGA TEMPLE PREMISES

have contributed to lapses in
routine oversight.Higher offi-
cials have expressed concern
over the incident, noting that it
exposes systemic weaknesses
in the management of high-
footfall religious institutions.
A thorough inquiry is expected
to determine how the body
went unnoticed for days and
whether procedural lapses or
negligence contributed to the
delay. Police authorities have
stated that they are investigat-
ing the matter comprehensive-
ly, and steps will be taken to
identify the deceased and no-
tify family members if possi-
ble.The incident underscores
the importance of robust mon-

itoring, routine inspections,
and strict adherence to safety
and hygiene protocols in places
of worship. Experts stress that
religious institutions must en-
sure both the safety of visitors
and the dignity of sacred spac-
es. The temple authorities have
reportedly promised immedi-
ate corrective measures, in-
cluding increased cleaning,
improved security, and regular
monitoring of all facilities, to
prevent similar incidents in
the future.This episode serves
as a stark reminder of the criti-
calrole of effective administra-
tion, transparency, and ac-
countability in managing
public religious spaces
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RESTRICT SOCIAL MEDIA FOR UNDER 13

LOKESH LED GOM
ON EXECUTION

amaravati, April 9:

In a landmark move
aimed at protecting chil-
dren online, Andhra
Pradesh is preparing a
comprehensive regulato-
ry framework to restrict
social media access for
children under 13 and
create age-appropriate
digital environments for
teenagers. The initiative,
spearheaded by Minister
for Education, IT & Elec-
tronics, Nara Lokesh,
was discussed at a high-
level Group of Ministers
(GoM) meeting attended
by senior officials and
representatives from ma-
jor social media plat-

forms, including Meta,
Google, Grok, Snapchat,
ShareChat, and Josh.
During the meeting at
his Undavalli residence,
Lokesh emphasized the
importance of balancing
digital access with child
safety, creativity, and
mental well-being. Offi-
cials were directed to
draft legislation that in-
corporates graded, age-
based content access,
particularly for users
aged 13-16, to prevent ex-
posure to harmful or in-
appropriate material.
The framework is being
designed to align with
global child protection
standards, with officials
studying best practices

from countries such as
Singapore, Australia,
and Denmark.

A key component un-
der consideration is the
introduction of secure
age-verification mecha-
nisms, including “age to-
kens” via DigiLocker.
This system would allow
social media platforms to
verify users’ ages with-
out compromising priva-
cy, facilitating scalable
enforcement of age
restrictions.

The GoM also high-
lighted zero tolerance for
online abuse, especially
targeting women.
Strengthening enforce-
ment under existing IT
laws, including Section

ANDHRAPRADESH

online

46 of the IT Act, was dis-
cussed, with directives to
appoint adjudicating au-
thorities promptly to en-
sure swift action against
offenders.

Recognizing that regu-
lation alone is insuffi-
cient, the government
plans statewide aware-
ness campaigns to com-
plement the legal frame-
work. Initiatives will
include digital safety ed-
ucation during “No Bag
Day” in schools, aware-
ness sessions for parents
and students during
Mega PTMs, and out-
reach programs through
Self-Help Groups to edu-
cate women about

NEED OF GROWTH ALONGSIDE

SPIRIT

Rajolu, April 9:

Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan virtually inau-
gurated multiple development
projects in the Rajolu constitu-
ency on Thursday, emphasiz-
ing the need for growth along-
side spirituality. He highlighted
that holy places like Antarvedi
should not face basic challeng-
es such as drining water short-
ages.The centerpiece of the
initiative is a 17.33 crore com-
prehensive drinking water
scheme in Antarvedi, designed
to serve around 30,000 resi-
dents of coastal villages, in-
cluding Antarvedikaran,
Pallepalem, and Gondi Pan-
chayats. The project involved
the development of a 10-acre
water reservoir, a 3-million-lit-
er rapid sand filter plant, and
water storage tanks, ensuring
areliable supply of safe drink-
ing water.

“This project provides a per-
manent solution to a 30-year-
old water scarcity problem,”
Pawan Kalyan said, noting that
earlier residents depended on
a protected water supply from

8th NUTRITION FORTNIGH

R
Defs s 2o

12 km away, which often fell
short of their needs. He ex-
plained that water will be
pumped from the Gannavaram
canal into the reservoir for
storage and distribution, meet-
ing both household and com-
munity requirements
efficiently.

In addition, a rapid sand fil-
ter plant with 6 million liters
capacity, funded with 5 crore
from ONGC CSR, was inaugu-

2026

LAUNCHED BY MINISTER SANDHYA RANI

Amaravati, April 9: Andhra
Pradesh launched the 8th Nu-
trition Fortnight 2026 from
April 9 to 23, aiming to
strengthen maternal and child
health, nutrition, and early
childhood development. The
inauguration took place at the
Local Farmers Training Cent-
er, with Gummidi Sandhya
Rani, Minister for Women and
Child Welfare and Tribal De-
velopment, presiding over the
event.Minister Sandhya Rani
highlighted the program’s fo-
cus on creating awareness
among pregnant women and
children under two about prop-
er nutrition, healthcare, and
early learning. She empha-
sized that maternal nutrition
during pregnancy plays a cru-
cial role in the healthy growth
and cognitive development of
children. The program also
guides parents on interacting
with children to enhance intel-
ligence and overall develop-
ment.The initiative includes
modernization of Anganwadi
centers across the state, with
play-based learning and IQ de-
velopment activities for chil-
dren. Currently, 55,766 centers
are equipped with basic facili-
ties such as TVs, play materi-
als, toilets, and safe drinking
water. Special attention is be-
ing given to tribal areas, with

185 crore allocated to establish
130 new Anganwadi centers
under the PM Janman scheme.

Minister Sandhya Rani ad-
vised parents to provide home-
prepared nutritious meals in-
stead of junk food and limit
early exposure to phones and
television. Regular monitoring
of children’s growth, including
height and weight, is being
conducted, and supplements or
nutritious food are provided
where needed.A. Surya Ku-
mari, Chief Secretary of Wom-
en and Child Welfare, under-
lined the importance of early
nutrition, particularly in the
first two years, warning that
junk food and lifestyle changes
could negatively affect chil-
dren’s health.Awareness post-
ers for Nutrition Fortnight
were unveiled during the
event. The program was at-
tended by UNICEF representa-
tive Narasimha Murthy, Joint
Director A. Praveen, JPC Nu-
trition Campaign member Su-
nanda, district officials, An-
ganwadi workers, and
pregnant women.The Nutri-
tion Fortnight reflects Andhra
Pradesh’s commitment to en-
suring a healthier, well-nour-
ished future generation by
combining awareness, moni-
toring, and strengthened ser-
vices across the state.

rated at Gudimellanka. This
will enhance water purifica-
tion and benefit about 1.2 lakh
people across 29 villages, en-
suring safe drinking water for
all households.

During the event, Pawan
Kalyan underscored the impor-
tance of integrating develop-
ment with spirituality, urging
officials to improve infrastruc-
ture and instill confidence in
residents’ future. He empha-

UALITY: PAWAN KALYAN

sized that the coalition govern-
ment is committed to holistic
development of the region, bal-
ancing basic amenities, com-
munity welfare, and religious
significance.

Other initiatives launched
include Palle Pandaga 2.0 and
drainage modernization in
Shankaraguptham, with a
20.77 crore project scheduled
for completion in 35 days. Kaly-
an reaffirmed that under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu and
the Jal Jeevan Mission, every
village and household in the
state will receive 55 liters of
safe drinking water per person
per day, meeting both daily
needs and long-term sustaina-
bility goals.The inauguration
was attended by District In-
charge Minister and Agricul-
ture Minister Kinjarapu Atch-
annaidu, local MLA Deva
Varaprasad, Konaseema Dis-
trict Collector Dr. Mahesh Ku-
mar Ravirala, and officials
from the Rural Water Supply
Department, highlighting co-
ordinated efforts for regional
development.
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QUANTUM COMPUTING TESTING
FACILITY LAUNCHON 14TH APRIL

AMARAVATI: In a landmark
step toward advancing India’s
technological capabilities, N.
Chandrababu Naidu will
launch the country’s first in-
digenous quantum computers
testing facility on April 14,
marking World Quantum Day.
The facility will be inaugurat-
ed at SRM University in Am-
aravati, while a second quan-
tum facility at Medha Towers
will be launched virtually.

With this initiative, Andhra
Pradesh is set to become the
first state in the country to es-
tablish an indigenous quan-
tum computing testing ecosys-
tem. The project is part of the
broader vision to develop Am-
aravati into a global hub for
quantum technologies under
the Amaravati Quantum Val-
ley initiative.

During the launch, the Chief
Minister will witness a live
demonstration of quantum
system initialization, includ-
ing the cooling process of the
Amaravati 1Q system. Addi-
tionally, the Amaravati 1S sys-
tem will be showcased as an
open-access platform for at-
tendees. Officials state that the

establishment of the Amara-
vati Quantum Reference Facil-
ity positions India to design,
test, and manufacture quan-
tum systems domestically,
strengthening technological
sovereignty.

The initiative aligns with In-
dia’s National Quantum Mis-
sion and is expected to host ad-
vanced systems, including a
133-qubit quantum computer.
With over 80 academic and in-
dustry collaborations, Amara-
vati Quantum Valley aims to
rank among the world’s lead-
ing quantum hubs.

Speaking ahead of the

launch, officials emphasized
that quantum technologies will
have far-reaching applications
in sectors such as healthcare,
defense, semiconductors, and
education. The government
has also prioritized skill devel-
opment, with large-scale train-
ing programs already under-
way to prepare youth for
emerging technological de-
mands.Experts highlight that
adopting quantum technology
is crucial as the global tech
landscape rapidly evolves, po-
sitioning Amaravati at the
forefront of next-generation
innovation.

AP GOVTTO PROVIDE FREE SOLAR UNITSTO 6 LAKH SC/ST FAMILIES

Addanki, April 9:

Andhra Pradesh is set to
boost clean energy access for
marginalized communities un-
der the PM-KUSUM scheme,
with the state government al-
locating 1,200 crore to install
free solar rooftop units for 6
lakh SC/ST families across the
state.

The program was inaugurat-
ed by Energy Minister Gotti-
pati Ravikumar at a new instal-
lation in the SC colony of
Velamuripadu village, Addan-
ki mandal, where 120 rooftop
solar panels were set up. Min-
ister Ravikumar stated that
each household will receive so-
lar units worth 1.25lakh, fully

APTO

GROWTH: KANDULA DURG

Mumbai, April 9:

funded through a joint initia-
tive of the central and state
governments, with an estimat-
ed cost of 80 crore for Addanki
alone.

:

ndhra Pradesh is set to el-

evate its tourism sector

following a successful

two-day visit by Tourism,

Culture, and Cinematog-
raphy Minister Kandula
Durgesh to Mumbai. The visit
focused on promoting coastal,
spiritual, and experiential
tourism while attracting major
investments in hospitality
infrastructure.

The key event was the 21st
Hotel Investment Conference
South Asia (HICSA 2026) at the
Grand Hyatt, where Minister
Durgesh, along with the state
delegation, held high-level dis-
cussions with leading industry
representatives from Amar
Chitra Katha, Shrem Group,
Accor, Hyatt Hotels, Brigade
Group, Lemon Tree Hotels, The
Oberoi Group, and InterGlobe
Enterprises. The discussions
centered on positioning
Andhra Pradesh as an inves-
tor-friendly tourism hub, en-
hancing coastal and spiritual
tourism circuits, and ensuring

&

balanced regional
development.A major outcome
was the signing of a MoU with
ALIVE Group, marking a 500
crore investment for construct-

ANDHRA PRADESH

Alongside rooftop solar in-
stallations, the government is
upgrading infrastructure in
Velamuripadu, including four
substations and 450 new elec-

e

-
TAX TOLRISW
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tricity poles, ensuring reliable
power supply for the next 20-30
years, even during storms.
Beneficiaries under BC and OC
categories installing 3 KW roof-
top solar units will receive sub-
sidies of 98,000 and 78,000, re-
spectively. So far, 1.5 lakh BC
and OC families across the
state have benefited from simi-
lar programs.

The scheme also aims to pro-
vide farmers with 9 hours of
reliable electricity via PM-KU-
SUM, with tenders completed
and land acquisition in
progress.

Minister Ravikumar criti-
cized the previous YCP govern-
ment, noting that during their
five-year term, electricity

URISM POISED FOR G

|
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ing over 2,000 hotel rooms

statewide within three years.
Minister Durgesh emphasized
that this initiative would
strengthen the mid-scale and

“experiential hospitality seg-

ment, providing world-class ac-
commodation for domestic and
international tourists.Durgesh
also highlighted the govern-

charges were increased nine
times, burdening citizens,
while houses built for the poor
between 2014-19 faced stalled
bills and harassment. He high-
lighted that under the Chan-
drababu Naidu-led coalition
government, electricity tariffs
have not increased, and the
state has absorbed a 13-paise
reduction, relieving hundreds
of crores in consumer costs.

The minister emphasized
that the government’s focus is
on welfare, transparency, and
equitable support for margin-
alized communities, while en-
suring that new housing and
energy programs reach all eli-
gible families across Andhra
Pradesh.

OBAL
ESH

ment’s focus on eco-tourism,
adventure tourism, MICE
(Meetings, Incentives, Confer-
ences, Exhibitions), and crea-
tive economy initiatives, assur-
ing investors that approvals
and permits would be granted
quickly under the “Speed of
Doing Business” policy.“The
state’s participation in HICSA
2026 is a milestone in Andhra
Pradesh’s journey to become a
global tourism and creative
economy hub,” he said. Minis-
ter Durgesh added that the coa-
lition government, led by Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan, aims to
make tourism a key engine of
economic growth, leveraging
the state’s cultural heritage,
spiritual sites, and modern
hospitality infrastructure.

The visit marks a significant
step in positioning Andhra
Pradesh as a top destination
for investors and tourists, com-
bining sustainable develop-
ment with strategic infrastruc-
ture expansion across the
state.
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WHAT WAS JAGAN DONE AT THE TIME OF
YSR’s DEATH: ATCHANNAIDU

Amaravati, April 9:

ndhra Pradesh Agricul-

ture Minister Kinjarap-

uAtchannaidu launched

a sharp attack on former

Chief Minister Y. S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy, accusing him
of misgovernance and damag-
ing the state’s economy during
his tenure.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Secretariat in Am-
aravati, the minister alleged
that every decision taken by
Jagan had negatively impacted
people’s lives and weakened
the state’s financial system. He
claimed that industries moved
out of the state, unemployment
increased among youth, and
farmers suffered due to lack of
proper support.

Atchannaidu further criti-
cized Jagan for increasing debt
under the guise of welfare
schemes, stating that develop-
ment remained only in words
while destruction was evident
on the ground. He accused the
former Chief Minister of cre-
ating divisions within society
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and prioritizing power over
public welfare.
The minister praised the

CPM SLAMS JAGAN OVER
CAPITAL POLICY

Vijayawada, April 9: B. V. Ra-
ghavulu, senior leader of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), sharply criticised
former Chief Minister YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy on Thursday,
accusing him of political op-
portunism and confusion over
Andhra Pradesh’s capital de-
velopment plans. Raghavulu’s
remarks, widely shared in a
video by media outlets includ-
ing TV9 Telugu, underscore
rising political tensions in the
state’s post election
landscape.

Addressing reporters and
party supporters, the CPM
leader took aim at Jagan’s shift
from the controversial three
capitals approach during his
government to the more recent
MAVIGUN (Machilipatnam Vi-
jayawada Guntur) corridor
idea promoted by YSRCP cad-
res. Raghavulu questioned the
credibility of changing policy
positions, suggesting that such
shifts reflect indecisiveness
and politicisation of a matter
that critically affects landown-
ers and farmers. While specific
quotes from his speech were
not available in print, the over-
all tone of his comments, cap-

Vijayawada, April 9:

ndhra Pradesh Congress
president YS Sharmila
Reddy sharply criticised
her brother and former
Chief Minister YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy, labelling him
a “MAVIGUN joker” who has
betrayed the ideals of their fa-
ther, the late YS Rajasekhara
Reddy, and misled the public
with shifting political stances.
Marking the 23rd anniversa-
ry of their father’s historic
Prajaprasthanam Padayatra, a
transformative march that
helped shape welfare oriented
governance in the state.
Sharmila said Jagan has failed
to uphold the values and vision
that propelled their family to
political prominence. She ac-
cused him of merely utilising
the YSR legacy for political
gain without truly embodying
its ethos.
The Congress leader’s cri-

tured on video, was one of
strong rebuke.

The capital issue has long
been a flashpoint in Andhra
politics, with farmers and ac-
tivists staging major protests
after the YSRCP first proposed
decentralising the capital from
Amaravati. Subsequent legal
battles and policy reversals
have made the question of a
capital region a sustained pub-
lic debate.

Raghavulu’s critique reflects
broader dissatisfaction among
opposition groups who argue
that frequent policy changes
damage investor confidence
and confuse stakeholders. CPM
leaders have traditionally posi-
tioned themselves as advocates
for workers and farmers’
rights, and this intervention
follows that pattern, urging
clarity and stability in
governance.

Political analysts say such
criticisms may resonate with
voters frustrated by slow pro-
gress on long pending develop-
ment issues, adding another
dimension to Andhra
Pradesh’s evolving political
discourse ahead of future
elections.

i

thue focused in particular on
Jagan’s recent MAVIGUN pro-
posal, a plan to develop a
Machilipatnam Vijayawada
Guntur corridor as an alterna-

leadership of N. Chandrababu
Naidu, stating that the state
had witnessed progress be-

POLITICS
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tween 2014 and 2019, and
claimed that the current gov-
ernment is working to restore

ANAGANI CRITICIZ
OVERLANDTIT

Bapatla district, Vemuru:
Minister Anagani Satyaprasad
strongly criticized the Y.S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy government
for creating confusion and dif-
ficulties for farmers under the
Land Title Act. Speaking at the
“Mee Bhoomi — Mee Hakku”
program in Sreepalli, along-
side Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, the minister
highlighted how farmers’
lands were unnecessarily in-
cluded in Section ‘21A, causing
significant hardships for land-
owners.He said, “Amaravati,
the capital of Andhra Pradesh,
is a city that all Telugu people
are proud of. Every political
party in the country supported
Amaravati, but only YSRCP op-
posed it. When the farmers’
foot march passed through this

region, we stood with them.
During Jagan’s regime, the
Land Title Act caused unneces-
sary confusion. Boundary
stones were tampered with,
and farmers’ lands were placed
under Section 21A, creating se-
rious difficulties. Farmers val-
ue their land with self-respect,
not through passbooks with
Jagan’s photo. After the coali-
tion government assumed of-
fice, we repealed the Act and
started issuing passbooks in a
hassle-free manner.”Vemuru
MLA Nakka Anand Babu add-
ed that following the Amara-
vati gazette, CM Chandrababu
Naidu visited the region as
part of his first official tour to
monitor development projects.
He emphasized that the coali-
tion government is implement-

development and balance wel-
fare initiatives.

Raising serious allegations,
Atchannaidu questioned Jag-
an over unresolved issues, in-
cluding the murder of Y. S.
Vivekananda Reddy, and de-
manded clarity on various con-
troversies. He has reminded
about Ex Minister BotsaSa-
tayanarana’s statement on
YSR’s death case. He also criti-
cized Jagan’s stance on the
Amaravati capital issue, accus-
ing him of creating confusion
with the three-capital proposal
after initially supporting
Amaravati.

The minister further made
personal remarks, alleging
that Jagan failed to respect
even his own family, and ques-
tioned how he could respect
the people of the state.

Concluding his remarks,
Atchannaidu said that the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh had al-
ready rejected Jagan’s leader-
ship and would not give him
another opportunity to return
to power.

S JAGAN

EACT

ing Super Six schemes, sup-
porting horticulture, and
improving roads in the delta
region. He also urged the estab-
lishment of an MSME park in
place of the defunct Jamppi
Sugar Factory to boost local
employment and economic
growth.Both leaders stressed
that the five-year YSRCP rule
halted development, but under
the coalition government, pro-
gress is being restored, farm-
ers are being supported, and
the region is witnessing re-
newed infrastructure and agri-
cultural initiatives. The pro-
gram reinforced the
government’s commitment to
ensuring farmers’ rights, pro-
moting regional development,
and securing Amaravati as the
pride of Andhra Pradesh.
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SHARMILA SLAMS JAGAN AS ‘MAVIGUN JOKER’

tive capital region describing it
as a political manoeuvre rath-
er than a substantive develop-
ment strategy. “He is using
YSR’s name to justify incon-

sistent policies and abandon-
ing the unfinished flagship
projects like the Jalayagnam
irrigation programme that
were close to our father’s

heart,” she said.

Sharmila’s comments also
targeted other governance is-
sues under Jagan’s tenure,
from the handling of welfare
schemes to controversial
changes in state policy. She ac-
cused him of abandoning core
promises such as total prohibi-
tion while failing to voice op-
position to social issues affect-
ing minority communities.
Her remarks reflect widening
political tensions in Andhra
Pradesh, particularly between
Congress and the YSRCP, as
both parties vie to claim the
legacy of YS Rajasekhara Red-
dy and appeal to voters ahead
of future elections. Sharmila
emphasised that the true em-
bodiment of YSR’s ideals can
only be realised through Con-
gress leadership, and called on
supporters to rally around wel-
fare focused governance rather
than what she termed “dubi-
ous political theatrics.”
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Botsa Slams Minister

Atchannaidu Over
Remarks on YSR

Visakhapatnam, April 9:
YSR Congress Party leader
Botsa Satyanarayana strongly
criticized Andhra Pradesh Ag-
riculture Minister Kinjarap-
uAtchannaidu for his recent
remarks against former Chief
Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy and the late leader Y. S.
Rajasekhara Reddy.

Responding to the minister’s
comments, Botsa termed them
“arrogant and inappropriate,”
questioning the need to speak
about a deceased leader in such
a manner. He expressed emo-
tional attachment to YSR and
recalled his personal associa-
tion with him, stating that
such remarks hurt sentiments
of many people.

Botsa challenged Atchan-
naidu to focus on governance
issues such as Amaravati in-
stead of making controversial
personal allegations. He ques-
tioned whether such state-
ments reflected responsible
politics and criticized the rul-
ingleadership for encouraging
what he described as “degrad-
ing political discourse.”

Taking the criticism further,

Botsa also questioned Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, asking whether such
political attacks align with his
leadership. He accused the rul-
ing party of diverting atten-
tion from key public issues by
engaging in personal criticism
of opposition leaders.

The YSRCP leader empha-
sized that political debates
should focus on development
and public welfare rather than
targeting individuals or invok-
ing sensitive matters related to
deceased leaders. He reiterated
that dragging YSR’s name into
political arguments was
unacceptable.

The controversy follows a se-
ries of sharp exchanges be-
tween leaders of the ruling al-
liance and the opposition,
highlighting the intensifying
political rivalry in Andhra
Pradesh.Botsa concluded by
urging leaders to maintain dig-
nity in public discourse and
focus on issues that matter to
the people, rather than indulg-
ing in personal attacks that
could further deepen political
divisions in the state.

CM SERIOUS ON MINISTER
KONDAPALLI SRINIVAS

Visakhapatnam:

hief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu reported-
ly advised Minister Kon-
dapalli Srinivas to focus
on performance and party
responsibilities during a high-
level review meeting held late
Wednesday night in Vizianaga-
ram district. The meeting was
attended by ministers Anita,
Kondapalli Srinivas, MPs,
MLAs, the District Collector,
SP, and other senior officials.

According to credible sourc-
es, the Chief Minister remind-
ed Minister Srinivas, “You won
your MLA seat primarily due
to political maneuvering. We
immediately made you a min-
ister. Even after hitting the
jackpot, your performance has
not improved. We advised you
to keep your father at a dis-
tance, didn’t we?” This remark
highlighted the CM’s expecta-
tions for ministers to deliver
results independently and
maintain accountability with-
out relying on familial
influence.

The meeting emphasized the
need for visible progress in a
district considered politically
sensitive and challenging. CM
Naidu urged Minister Konda-
palli Srinivas to show personal
and party-level development,
unite all stakeholders, and
drive initiatives forward col-

=
& i

lectively.Responding to the
CM’s counsel, Minister Srini-
vas reportedly stated that for
the past six months, his father
has not been involved in any of
his official or political affairs.
This clarification aimed to as-
sure the Chief Minister that
decisions and responsibilities
are being handled indepen-
dently, reflecting a commit-
ment to transparency and
governance.

The session reinforced the
coalition government’s focus
on performance-based leader-
ship, accountability, and
strengthening party presence
in key districts. Officials were
also reminded of the impor-
tance of inclusive growth, pub-
lic service delivery, and proac-
tive engagement with local
constituents to ensure the gov-
ernment’s initiatives reach all
sections of society.

Former Minister Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu Assures
Public About His Health

Hyderabad:

ormer minister and senior
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader Yanamala Ram-
akrishnudu has clarified
that there is no need for
public concern regarding his
health. In an official statement,
he addressed rumors about his
medical condition and provid-
ed an update on his recent
treatment.Yanamala stated
that he recently visited a prom-
inent hospital in Hyderabad
for medical tests. Following
doctors’ recommendations, he
underwent a heart procedure
to have a stent implanted. He
emphasized that the procedure
was successful, and he is now
under continuous medical
supervision.
“I am in full health, and

there is no cause for worry. The
recent procedure was complet-
ed successfully, and I will soon
meet the public directly to en-
gage with them on various is-
sues,” Yanamala said.

The senior leader, known for
his long-standing contribu-
tions to regional development
and social welfare programs,
released the statement to reas-
sure his supporters and coun-
ter any misinformation. His
declaration has provided relief
to party members, political cir-
cles, and constituents, signal-
ing his readiness to resume ac-
tive participation in public and
political engagements.

This proactive update aims
to maintain transparency
about his health while reaf-
firming his commitment to
serving the people.
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VIJAYAWADA

Kollu Ravindra Continues Vlllage Outreach i in Machlllpatnam

Machlllpatnam April
9 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Min-
ister Kollu Ravindra
continued his village
outreach programme
for the second consecu-
tive day in Machilipat-
nam rural mandal, aim-
ing to transform the
constituency into a re-
gion free of basic civic
issues.

During his visit to
Vadapalem gram pan-
chayat, the minister
conducted a public
grievance meeting
along with officials and
public representatives.
He stressed the impor-
tance of identifying

and resolving issues at
the grassroots level it-
self. Ravindra ex-
pressed dissatisfaction
over poor sanitation,
particularly drainage
water overflowing onto
roads, and directed of-
ficials to take immedi-
ate corrective meas-
ures. He also instructed
authorities to address
drinking water con-
cerns on priority.

The minister inspect-
ed an Anganwadi cen-
tre and reviewed the
mid-day meal scheme at
a government school,
where he interacted
with students and dis-
tributed buttermilk.
Highlighting develop-

ment works, he stated
that roads worth 74
lakh were constructed
in Vadapalem and pro-
jects worth 30 crore are
underway across the
constituency.
Ravindra noted that
development is possible
only with public coop-
eration alongside ef-
forts by Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan. He
reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to
welfare schemes, pen-
sions, housing support,
and industrial growth
to boost state revenue
and ensure sustainable
development.

Smooth Class
10 Evaluation,
Says Collector

NTR District, April 09 |
TPN Bureau

District Collector Dr. G. Lak-
shmisha stated that the evalu-
ation of Class 10 examination
answer scripts is progressing
smoothly with utmost trans-
parency and accountability
across the district.On Thurs-
day, the Collector conducted
an inspection at the evalua-
tion centre set up at KBN Col-
lege. He closely reviewed the
ongoing assessment process
for various subjects and exam-
ined the performance of ex-
aminers engaged in the task,
expressing satisfaction over
their work.Dr. Lakshmisha
also inspected the arrange-
ments made at the centre to
ensure a hassle-free evalua-
tion process. He directed offi-

cials to strictly adhere to es-
tablished guidelines to
maintain accuracy and fair-
ness in marking. Key aspects
such as infrastructure, secu-
rity measures, record mainte-
nance, functioning of digital
tabs, and the process of marks
entry were thoroughly re-
viewed.The Collector noted
that the evaluation process,
which commenced on April 6,
has been running efficiently
without any disruptions. He
appreciated the satisfactory
arrangements at the centre
and emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining the same
standards until completion.
District Education Officer
L. Chandrakala and other of-
ficials accompanied the Col-
lector during the inspection.

Rowdy Sheeter
Bunny Creates
Panic in Tadepall

Tadepalli, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

Panic has gripped Tadepalli
after a rowdy sheeter, Bunny
alias Vikas, allegedly attacked a
young man at a bar in Undavalli
Centre for refusing to give him
money to buy alcohol. The inci-
dent, which came to light belat-
edly, has raised serious con-
cerns among local residents.
According to reports, the ac-
cused assaulted the victim in an
inebriated state after demand-
ing cash. Locals say this is not
an isolated case, but part of a
growing pattern of violent be-
havior. Several such incidents
are believed to have gone unre-
ported due to fear among the

public.Residents allege that
Bunny has been involved in
nearly 10 to 15 clash-related cas-
es over the past six months. His
repeated attacks on innocent
people have created an atmos-
phere of fear, even in what is
considered a high-security
zone. Victims are reportedly
hesitant to approach the police
due to intimidation.Adding to
the concern, locals claim that
the accused openly boasts about
escaping strict punishment,
stating that he can return
quickly even after arrest.People
are now demanding stringent
action, including invoking the
Preventive Detention Act and
externing him from the city to
ensure public safety.

Lakshmisha Stresses
Quality Healthcare
Durmgmurprlse Visit

TR District, April 0
Bureau

Emphasizing that public
health must remain a top prior-
ity, District Collector Dr. G.
Lakshmisha asserted that
there should be no compromise
in delivering quality medical
services to citizens. He called
upon medical officers and staff
to work with commitment to-
wards building a healthier
Andhra Pradesh.The Collector
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion at the Ayodhya Nagar Ur-
ban Primary Health Centre
(UPHC) in the city on Thurs-
day. During the visit, he re-
viewed the quality of health-
care services being provided,
staff attendance, availability
of medicines, and overall hos-
pital management. He inspect-
ed outpatient (OP) registers,
drug stocks, laboratory servic-

es, immunization programmes,
and sanitation conditions with-
in the facility.

Interacting directly with pa-
tients, Dr. Lakshmisha gath-
ered feedback on the services
being offered. He instructed of-
ficials to ensure adequate avail-
ability of essential medicines
and urged doctors and staff to
maintain punctuality while de-
livering efficient care.Special
attention must be given to preg-
nant women and children, he
noted. In view of the summer
season, the Collector also di-
rected health staff to take pre-
ventive measures against sea-
sonal fevers and water-borne
diseases, and to conduct aware-
ness programmes among the
public.He further encouraged
citizens to share their feedback
through QR code-based sys-
tems to help improve health-
care services.

Aaravatl Frs
Get 28 Returnable PIOts

Amaravati, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

he Andhra Pradesh Capi-
tal Region Development
Authority conducted an e-
lottery to allot 28 returna-
ble residential plots to
farmers who lost their lands
due to road expansion works in
the capital region. The pro-
gramme was held at the APCR-
DA headquarters in Rayapudi
on ThursdayThe allotments
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were made under the Negoti-
ated Settlement Policy (NSP)
for affected farmers in the R-1
zone of Amaravati. A total of
29 farmers from Borupalem,
Kuragallu, and Undavalli vil-
lages participated in the lottery
process. The initiative was tak-
en following the directions of
Municipal Administration and
Urban Development Minister
Ponguru Narayana. Officials
stated that 10 returnable plots

were allotted to residents of
Kuragallu village who had con-
structed houses before Decem-
ber 8, 2014, and were displaced
due toroad development works.
Along with plots, compensa-
tion was also provided under
the NSP scheme.Beneficiaries
were asked to complete the reg-
istration process at the earli-
est. GIS teams and survey staff
will assist in identifying plot
locations.

AISF Protests Agamst Excess
Fees’ by Aditya Colleges

Vijayawada, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

embers of the All India
Students Federation
staged a protest in Vi-
jayawada alleging that
Aditya educational in-
stitutions are collecting exces-
sive fees from students. The
protest was held near Benz Cir-
cle at an Aditya Degree College
campus.AISF State Vice Presi-
dent M. Sai Kumar demanded

Navkar Mantra Brings

immediate action, including
sealing of the institutions and
cancellation of their recogni-
tion for violating fee regula-
tion norms. He alleged that the
colleges are charging far high-
er fees than those prescribed
by Krishna University.Accord-
ing to AISF, while the approved
undergraduate fee ranges be-
tween 8,000 and 14,500, the in-
stitution is reportedly collect-
ing around 41,000 to 42,000 per

Peace: MP Kesineni

Vijayawada, April 9 |

year. Additional charges are
allegedly being collected under
various heads such as attend-
ance condonation, lab, records,
and fines. Sai Kumar accused
the management of misleading
students with job promises and
collecting large sums without
proper receipts. He warned
that AISF would intensify pro-
tests if authorities fail to initi-
ate a thorough inquiry and en-
sure justice to students.
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Drone Mist Initiative to
Curb Pollutionin
- Vijayawada - Lakshmisha

Vijayawada, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

n a novel step to control air

pollution, the Vijayawada

Municipal Corporation has

launched a drone-based mist

spraying initiative across
key areas of the city. The pro-
gramme was inspected on
Thursday by NTR District Col-
lector and VMC Special Officer
Dr. G. Lakshmisha.

The inspection was carried
out at Mahatma Gandhi Road
and Ambedkar Smriti Vanam
along with civic officials.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Collector said the city is adopt-
ing modern technology to tack-
lerising air pollution levels. He
noted that mist vehicles are al-

SAAP Board clears

ready being used daily, and the
addition of drones will en-
hance coverage, especially in
busy junctions and high-traffic
Zones.

Officials explained that
drones can cover larger areas
in a shorter time, ensuring
more effective dispersion of
water mist. This is expected to
significantly reduce airborne
dust particles and improve
overall air quality, thereby pro-
tecting public health.

The initiative reflects VMC’s
focus on innovative urban
management solutions. Senior
officials, including health and
engineering staff, participated
in the programme and re-
viewed its implementation on
the ground.

Key Measures for
Sports Development

Vijayawada, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

The 88th Board Meeting of
the Sports Authority of
Andhra Pradesh was held on
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Animeni Ravi
Naidu at the SAAP headquar-
ters in Vijayawada. The board
discussed several key issues
concerning the development of
sportspersons in the state and
approved multiple important
decisions.To identify talented
athletes across Andhra
Pradesh, the board gave ap-
proval for conducting selection
trials and facilitating their en-

try into sports academies. It
also sanctioned the organiza-
tion of the annual summer
coaching camps scheduled for
MayIn a move to enhance
transparency and efficiency in
sports administration, the
board approved the implemen-
tation of the National Sports
Governance Act 2025. Addi-
tionally, financial assistance
will be extended in advance to
athletes representing the state
in the upcoming Asian Games
2026.

SAAP Managing Director
Bharani, board members, and
administrative officials attend-
ed the meeting.

New Shopping Complex to

Empower Women Entrepreneurs

TPN Bureau

ijayawada MP
Kesineni Si-
vanath said that
chanting or lis-
tening to the
Navkar Maha Mantra
brings mental peace
and stability. He par-
ticipated as the chief
guest in the World
Navkar Mahamantra
Day celebrations held
at Tummalapalli
Kshetrayya Kalakshe-
tram under the aegis
of Jain International
Trade Organization.
Thousands of mem-
bers from the Jain

community attended
the event and extend-
ed a grand welcome to
the MP. On the occa-
sion, he paid respects
to Bhagwan Mahavira
and took blessings
from Jain spiritual
leaders before joining
devotees in chanting
the sacred mantra.
Addressing the
gathering, Sivanath
said the Navkar Man-
tra promotes equality;,
calmness, and inner
strength. He noted
that the global cele-
bration of the event
across nearly 100
countries reflects its

spiritual significance.
He also highlighted
the teachings of Ma-
havira, stating that
conquering inner neg-
ativity like anger and
ego is the true path to
success.The MP as-
sured that the govern-
ment would extend
full support for the
welfare and develop-
ment of the Jain com-
munity. He praised
their contributions to
education, healthcare,
and charity, and en-
couraged their active
role in the develop-
ment of Vijayawada
and Amaravati.

Machilipatnam, April 09
| TPN Bureau

In a major initiative to
promote women’s empow-
erment, Krishna Zilla Pari-
shad Chairperson Uppala
Harika inaugurated a new-
ly constructed shopping
complex aimed at encour-
aging self-employment and
financial independence
among women.

The complex was formal-
ly opened on Thursday in
Machilipatnam in the pres-
ence of Joint Collector M.
Naveen Kumar. Addressing
the gathering, Harika stat-
ed that the project was ini-
tiated nearly two years ago

with a vision to support
women through sustaina-
ble livelihood
opportunities.

She explained that the
complex would provide
women with a platform to
start small businesses,
thereby improving their
economic stability. A total
of 10 shops in Machilipat-
nam and 12 shops in Avani-
gadda have been developed
to promote entrepreneur-
ship among women.

Harika assured that the
allotment of shops would
be carried out in a fully
transparent manner
through an open tender

process. An official notifi-
cation will be released
soon to invite applications
from eligible candidates.

She expressed confi-
dence that the initiative
would not only strengthen
women financially but also
boost their confidence and
social standing. Addition-
ally, the project is expected
to generate revenue for the
Zilla Parishad while con-
tributing to overall socio-
economic development in
the district.

Senior officials and pub-
lic representatives attend-
ed the inauguration
ceremony.
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Rapid Development Works
Transform Nellore City

Nellore City, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

Nellore city is undergoing
rapid transformation with de-
velopment works being carried
out across all divisions under
the guidance of Municipal Ad-
ministration Minister P.
Narayana.On Thursday, pro-
jects worth around Rs 49 lakh
were launched in the 46th and
40th divisions. These include
development of parks, gym fa-
cilities, parking spaces, and
modernization of drainage
systems to improve civic infra-
structure and public conveni-
ence.Former Municipal Chair-

person Tallapaka Anuradha,
who attended as chief guest,
said the minister’s vision is
helping resolve long-pending
civic issues. She stated that ar-
eas once neglected are now be-
ing transformed into useful
public spaces for residents.She
emphasized that officials and
local leaders are working in co-
ordination to ensure quality
execution of works. Express-
ing confidence, she said Nel-
lore is on track to become a
model city for development in
the near future. Several local
leaders, public representa-
tives, and residents participat-
ed in the programme.
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Srikalahasti

Temple Hundi

m %

Income Touches Rs 2.31 Crore

Srikalahasti, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

The Srikalahasteeswara Tem-
ple recorded a hundi income of
Rs 2.31 crore during the latest
counting conducted by temple
authorities.

According to officials, offer-
ings made by devotees between
March 4 and April 9, spanning
36 days, amounted to Rs
2,31,10,345. The collections in-
cluded 65 grams and 400 milli-
grams of gold, along with 721
kilograms and 680 grams of
silver.In cash, Rs 2,22,33,446
was received in currency

notes, while Rs 8,76,899 came in
the form of coins. Additionally,
a notable quantity of foreign
currency was collected, with
109 notes from countries in-
cluding the United States, Ma-
laysia, Singapore, England,
Canada, Australia, Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, and Nepal.
Temple officials stated that the
steady inflow of donations re-
flects the strong faith and devo-
tion of pilgrims visiting the
shrine. The counting process
was carried out in the presence
of temple trust board members
and officials.

REGIONAL

Jana Sena Extends Aid
for Liver Trans

Nellore City, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

In a humanitarian gesture,
the Jana Sena Party extended
financial assistance to a family
struggling to afford a life-sav-
ing liver transplant.

Revathi, who has been sup-
porting her family after losing
its head, recently appealed for
help as her brother Venkatadri
was diagnosed with severe liv-
er damage requiring urgent
surgery. Despite a family mem-

ber coming forward for liver . ’r

donation, the family lacked the
financial means to bear the
high medical expenses.

Responding promptly, dis- F—-Tw‘

trict Jana Sena leaders, in-
spired by party chief Pawan
Kalyan and under the guidance
of district observer Vemula-
pati Ajay Kumar, contributed
Rs 1 lakh towards the treat-
ment. The amount was handed
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Nellore, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector Himanshu
Shukla said the government is
committed to finding a perma-
nent solution to illegal fishing
by Tamil Nadu and Puducher-
ry fishermen along the Andhra
coast.At an interaction held in
Nellore with fishermen from
Tirupati, Nellore, Prakasam,
and Bapatla districts, officials
discussed measures to
strengthen coastal surveil-

Solar Scheme Launched
in Nellore Rural Constituency

over to the family on Thursday;,
offering much-needed relief.
Party leaders assured con-
tinued support, stating that the
initiative was not just financial
help but an effort to save a life.
They reiterated that the party

lance. The meeting, attended
by SP Ajitha Vejendla, focused
on improving coordination
and involving local fishing
communities in monitoring ac-
tivities. The Collector an-
nounced that four high-speed
patrol boats would be procured
under a central scheme, with a
target to operationalize them
by June 15. Fishermen suggest-
ed opting for 650 HP steel boats
and requested government
support for maintenance and

]
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Govt Plans Strong System to Curh lllegal Fishing

plant

~ ]
would stand by its workers and
supporters in times of medical
emergencies. Several local
leaders and party members
participated in the
programme.

repairs.Authorities plan to
form special patrol teams in-
volving police, marine, fisher-
ies, and forest departments
along with fishermen. A dedi-
cated WhatsApp group will
also be created for real-time
communication and grievance
redressal.The Collector as-
sured full support for fisher-
men’s welfare and emphasized
that a robust system would be
established to prevent illegal
fishing permanently.

Nellore Rural, April 09 |
TPN Bureau

Nellore Rural MLA
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy
inaugurated the Prime Minis-
ter Surya Ghar scheme at Pe-
nubarthi village in the con-
stituency on Thursday, along
with TDP leader Kotamreddy
Giridhar Reddy.

Addressing the gathering,
the MLA urged all eligible
beneficiaries to make use of

the scheme, which aims to
promote solar energy adop-
tion among households. He
announced that the initiative
is being implemented with an
outlay of Rs 36 crore, benefit-
ing nearly 3,000 people in the
Nellore Rural constituency.
He assured residents of Pe-
nubarthi, Kalivelapalem, Ma-
darajuguduru, and Kakupalli
villages that any local issues
would be addressed promptly.
He also highlighted that three-

phase electricity works in the
constituency have been com-
pleted 100 percent, placing
Nellore Rural at the top in the
district.The MLA appreciated
the efforts of Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu for
working towards the state’s
development and sought con-
tinued public support.
Several local leaders, public
representatives, and party
members attended the
programme.

P Calls for Focus on

Pending Vijayawada Projects.

Vijayawada, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

Vijayawada MP Kesineni Si-
vanath (Chinni) directed offi-
cials to prioritize completion
of pending development pro-
jects in the city.He chaired a
review meeting at the munici-
pal corporation office on
Thursday with senior officials,
including District Collector Dr.
Lakshmisha and Municipal
Commissioner Dhyanachan-

dra. The meeting focused on
stalled works such as stormwa-
ter drainage, road construc-
tion, sanitation, and overall
urban infrastructure.The MP
said key issues have already
been brought to the notice of
Municipal Administration
Minister P. Narayana and
stressed the need for speedy ex-
ecution. Discussions were also
held on improving municipal
revenues through existing and
potential sources.He reviewed

the progress of railway-related
pending projects, including
bridges at Vambay Colony and
Madhuranagar, and provided
directions on canal beautifica-
tion works.Kesineni Sivanath
informed officials that a meet-
ing with Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu will be
held soon to address city is-
sues. He instructed officials to
prepare comprehensive devel-
opment plans ahead of the
meeting.

Lucky Shopping Mall Opens
16th Store inTirupati

Tirupati, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

Lucky Shopping Mall
marked the grand opening of
its 16th store in Tirupati, add-
ing a new destination for fash-
ion enthusiasts in the city.

The showroom, located near
the Income Tax Office and
close to VV Mahal, was inaugu-
rated with a ceremonial lamp
lighting by popular actress Sre-
eleela. Tirupati MLA Arani
Srinivasulu and TTD Board
member Bhanu Prakash Reddy
attended the event as chief
guests.

The new outlet offers a wide
range of clothing collections,

catering to men, women, and
children. From ethnic wear to
western outfits, the mall aims
to provide a comprehensive
shopping experience under
one roof. Attractive inaugural
offers drew significant atten-
tion from customers.

Speaking on the occasion,
the management stated that
Lucky Shopping Mall is com-
mitted to delivering a complete
family shopping experience
with modern trends at afford-
able prices.

The launch event marked the
beginning of a vibrant fashion
destination in Tirupati, at-
tracting shoppers and fashion
lovers alike.
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Intoxicated Youths Vandalise
Restaurant in Chilakaluripet

Chilakaluripet, April 9 |
TPN Bureau

An incident of vandalism
caused panic in Chilakaluripet
after five youths allegedly dam-
aged property at alocal restau-
rant while under the influence
of drugs.The incident took
place near Eagle Biryani Fam-
ily Restaurant, where three
young women and two young
men reportedly rammed into
the restaurant’s signboard,
leading to severe damage. The
impact destroyed the board
and also affected equipment at
a nearby tiffin centre.

The restaurant management
stated that the damage could
amount to nearly 1.5 lakh, ex-
pressing concern over the un-
expected attack.

On receiving information,
urban police rushed to the spot
and took the accused into cus-
tody. They were shifted to the
police station after confirming
their intoxicated condition. Po-
lice also removed the damaged
signboard and cleared a vehi-
cle from the road to restore
traffic.No injuries were report-
ed. Authorities said further in-
vestigation is underway.

<

Gout Focus on Local Jobs

in Industries: Subhash

Ranastalam, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Labour Min-
ister Vasamsetti Subhash said
the government is committed
to providing employment op-
portunities for local youth in
industries located in the Etch-
erla constituency.He made
these remarks during a meet-
ing with alliance leaders at the
camp office of MLA Naduku-
diti Eswara Rao. The minister
stated that increasing invest-
ments in the state under the
leadership of Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu will
generate large-scale job oppor-

tunities.Subhash emphasized
that both organized and unor-
ganized sector workers should
make use of insurance
schemes provided by the cen-
tral government. He assured
that the state government
stands firmly in support of
workers’ welfare and employ-
ment generation.The minister
also promised full support for
the development of the Etch-
erla constituency. Several lead-
ers from TDP, BJP, and Jana
Sena parties attended the meet-
ing and discussed development
initiatives and employment
prospects in the region.

Worker Safety is Non-
Negotiable: Minister Subhash

Srikakulam, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Labour
Minister Vasamsetti Subhash
stressed that worker safety
must be treated as a top prior-
ity, stating that when a worker
enters a company, their life is
effectively in the hands of the
management.

He said a series of industrial
accidents occurred after the
new government took office, at-
tributing them to the previous
administration’s negligence to-
wards worker safety and
health. He alleged that no ef-
forts were made earlier to
strengthen ESI infrastructure.
In contrast, the present govern-
ment has approved seven ESI

hospitals and 23 dispensaries
and 1initiated their
establishment.

The minister expressed con-
cern over workers not using
safety equipment, citing in-
stances where fines were im-
posed for not wearing helmets.
However, he emphasized that
awareness is more important
than penalties, reminding
workers to consider their fami-
lies dependent on them.

He said the government is fo-
cusing on “Engage, Educate,
Enforce” strategies and has
signed MoUs with universities
to develop skilled manpower.
Workers were also urged to
register on the e-Shram
portal.

“TDP Office

P A2

Construction

Reviewed in Chittoor

Chittoor, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

Construction works of the
district Telugu Desam Party of-
fice building in Chittoor were
reviewed by MLA Gurajala
Jagan Mohan and district TDP
president Shanmugam Reddy
on Thursday. The leaders in-
spected the ongoing construc-
tion near the RTC bus stand
and provided suggestions to
ensure quality and timely com-

pletion. They directed the con-
tractors to speed up the work
and maintain steady progress.
The MLA emphasized that up-
dates on the construction pro-
gress should be regularly com-
municated to the state party
leadership. He also stressed the
importance of completing the
building at the earliest to
strengthen party activities in
the district. Local leaders,
including
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Heatwave Alert Issued for
Parts of Andhra Pradesh

Amaravati, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh State
Disaster Management Author-
ity has issued a warning of
heatwave conditions and ris-
ing temperatures across sev-
eral districts of the state on
Friday.

Managing Director Prakhar
Jain stated that North Coastal
Andhra districts are likely to
experience heatwave condi-
tions, while Rayalaseema dis-
tricts may record high temper-
atures. At the same time, due to
a trough extending from Telan-
gana to Tamil Nadu, parts of
Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli,
Kakinada, Konaseema, An-
namayya, and Chittoor dis-
tricts may witness light to

~ "" -|. !-

’ = -

HEADO: SBADO 8:30 HOW ZPOOLO
Jos: SKHT aozhool Ssesee

=D CD

108,368 5008 P6 + DO

| S088,085000000R e, |

DoinmEStoin PEEhS civsd closbuontn,

o COMETT apalla A%

N e
A NOOMA motherson i -

=

g Dokd

53, BTSSR, DOLDEIRH0, BWSITION 2D
istizu Al ﬁauthﬂ_ln!ﬁ ﬁ evexgur B o

e

D Dixor poamm I} Hero

> 50 precol II i I )
b

moderate rains accompanied
by thunderstorms.

Severe heatwave conditions
are expected in 16 mandals
across Vizianagaram, Par-
vathipuram Manyam, Polavar-
am, and Eluru districts. Addi-
tionally, heatwave impact is
likely in 19 mandals across Vi-
zianagaram, Manyam, Pola-
varam, Eluru, and NTR dis-
tricts. Overall, around 54
mandals may be affected.

Officials advised people to
remain cautious amid fluctuat-
ing weather conditions. Wom-
en, children, and the elderly
have been urged to take pre-
cautions and stay hydrated by
consuming ORS, buttermilk,
lemon water, and coconut wa-
ter to prevent dehydration.
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Mega Joh Fair in
Srikalahasti on April 15

rikalahasti, April 09 | TPN Bureau
A mega job fair will be
held in Srikalahasti on
April 15, providing a sig-
nificant opportunity for
unemployed youth in the con-
stituency. MLA Bojjala Sudheer
Reddy announced that the
event is being organized to
mark the birth anniversary of
former minister Bojjala Gopa-
la Krishna Reddy. He said the
initiative reflects the commit-
ment of the state government
led by Chief Minister N. Chan-

drababu Naidu to create em-
ployment opportunities for
youth.More than 50 reputed
companies are expected to par-
ticipate, offering over 2,000 job
vacancies across various sec-
tors. Candidates with qualifi-
cations ranging from Class 10
to postgraduate level are eligi-
ble to attend the job fair.The
MLA urged youth to utilize
this opportunity to secure sta-
ble employment and build
their careers. He emphasized
that empowering young

TDPWorker Drowns in

Debt After

pending 70

Lakh onVillage Project

NTR District, April 09, 2026
| TPN Bureau

Bade Madan, a devoted TDP
worker from Share Muham-
madpet village, is facing severe
financial and personal hard-
ship after spending nearly 70
lakh of his own money to exe-
cute a village tank develop-
ment project under the “Neeru
Chettu” scheme between 2016
and 2018. Covering approxi-
mately 150 acres, the project
was carried out entirely at his
expense, with the expectation
of government reimburse-
ment, which has not material-
ized.Despite dedicating over

four decades to party activi-
ties, Madan claims complete
neglect by officials and local
representatives, including re-
peated appeals to the constitu-
ency MLA. He is now trapped
in debt, struggling to sustain
his family, and feels betrayed
by the system he trusted.

Madan expressed his frustra-
tion: “I devoted my life to the
party and spent my own money
for village development. Now,
no one acknowledges my work.
Is this justice?” Villagers warn
that failure to address his
plight could trigger large-scale
protests.

Fake Ticket Racket Busted
at Dwaraka Tirumala Temple

Eluru, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

A major fake ticket scam
has been unearthed at the
Dwaraka Tirumala Temple,
popularly known as “Chin-
na Tirupati,” with police ar-
resting seven accused in-
volved in the fraud.The
scam came to light on March
15 when temple officials de-
tected 61 fake tickets of Rs
200 denomination during a
routine check. Following a

Ensure Strict Implementation o

REGIONAL

complaint, a case was regis-
tered and a detailed investi-
gation was launched.Police
revealed that the racket in-
volved temple staff and an
interstate software network.
A computer supervisor al-
legedly masterminded the
operation, while a software
engineer developed fake
ticket-generating software
resembling original temple
tickets. Outsourcing staff
then sold these counterfeit
tickets to devotees, divert-
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ing the cash.Under the su-
pervision of Eluru SP
Pratap Shiva Kishore, spe-
cial teams used technical
evidence to track and arrest
seven key accused, while
others are already in re-
mand.Police seized a laptop,
thermal printer, and mobile
phones used in the crime.
Officials warned of strict
action against those exploit-
ing devotees’ faith and said
further investigation is
underway.
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Reservation Rules: SC Commission

Tirupati, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

State SC Commission Chair-
man Jawahar stressed the need
for strict implementation of
reservation rules across all
government departments and
called for responsible delivery
of welfare schemes to Sched-
uled Caste communities.

He was speaking at a review
meeting held at the District
Collectorate after receiving pe-
titions under the Public Griev-

ance Redressal System (PGRS).
The meeting was attended by
Commission Secretary Chinna
Ramudu, members, District
Collector S. Venkateswar, SP L.
Subbarayudu, and Joint Col-
lector R. Govind Rao.The
Chairman expressed concern
over improper implementation
of orders at lower levels, espe-
cially in police and revenue
cases, and warned against la-
beling genuine complaints as
false. He directed officials to
resolve grievances within 15—

Lanka Dinakar Visits Forlﬁer;Minister

20 days and ensure justice at
the ground level.

Officials informed that 105
petitions were received and as-
sured timely resolution. The
SP said cases would be re-
viewed thoroughly, while the
Joint Collector highlighted co-
ordinated efforts between de-
partments.Commission mem-
bers also stressed the need for
basic infrastructure, including
burial grounds in SC colonies,
and better follow-up on
grievances.

Palle Residence in Anantapur

Anantapur, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

AP 20-Point Programme Im-
plementation Committee
Chairman Lanka Dinakar vis-
ited the residence of former
minister Palle Raghunatha
Reddy in Anantapur district on
Thursday as part of his official
tour.He was accorded a warm
welcome with floral bouquets
by Palle Raghunatha Reddy,

Promoting Agriculture:
MLA Arani Srinivasulu

Tirupati,
Bureau

rges Su

109, 2026 | TPN

MLA Arani Srinivasulu has called
for greater support to agriculture dur-
ing a ceremony at Timmanayudu
Palem Primary Agricultural Coopera-
tive Society. The event marked the
oath-taking of the newly appointed
Single Window Chairman, Naresh
Reddy, along with Directors Ra-
jasekhar Reddy and Sampoorna.

Highlighting concerns over shrink-

ing agricultural land due to urbaniza-
tion in Tirupati, MLA Srinivasulu em-
phasized that the NDA government is
committed to taking all measures to
support farmers. He urged the new
management to work diligently for the
benefit of local cultivators and bring
recognition to the government.

DCB Chairman Amos Rajasekhar
Reddy encouraged the board to demon-
strate commitment and integrity in
their work. He also promised continu-
ous support for the development of the

pport for Farmers

Single Window system in Timmanay-

udu Palem.

MLA Srinivasulu, along with NDA
coalition leaders, inaugurated the new
office of the cooperative society. Sev-
eral political leaders and party repre-
sentatives, including TDP Parliament
Party President Panabaka Lakshmi
and Green & Beautification Corpora-
tion Chairperson Sugunamma, par-
ticipated in the event, highlighting
strong local political support for agri-
cultural development.

Puttaparthi MLA Palle Sind-
hura Reddy, and PVKK Engi-
neering College Chairman
Palle Venkata Krishna Kishore
Reddy. The guests also felici-
tated him with a shawl. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Lanka Di-
nakar said his visit is aimed at
reviewing the implementation
of welfare and development
schemes of the central and
state governments. He in-

formed that a review meeting
with officials will be held at the
Sri Sathya Sai district collec-
torate on Friday. He stated that
the governments led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu are prioritizing wel-
fare and development. Local
BJP leaders and party repre-
sentatives were also present
during the visit.
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Inaugurates Joh Mela at Pakala

Pakala,
Bureau

A job mela was conducted at
Government Degree College,
Pakala, under the aegis of the
Andhra Pradesh State Skill De-
velopment Corporation, with
the support of Chandragiri
MLA Pulivarthi Venkata Pras-
ad.The event was inaugurated
by the MLA, who emphasized
the government’s commitment
to creating employment oppor-
tunities for youth. He recalled
that a job mela held earlier in
Naravaripalle helped 611 can-

pril 09 | TPN

Y

didates secure jobs in multina-
tional companies. He stated
that such job fairs would be or-
ganized every three months in
the constituency. Around 12
companies participated in the
event, offering nearly 900 job
opportunities. A total of 276
candidates attended, with 109
selected and 26 shortlisted. Of-
fer letters were distributed to
selected candidates. Officials
said the initiative aims to con-
nect job seekers with employ-
ers and improve employment
prospects for youth.

]

Beware of APK Fraud Scams:
Chittoor SP Issues Alert

Chittoor, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

Chittoor district police have
alerted the public over rising
APK-based cyber fraud cases.
District SP Tushar Dudi
warned that fraudsters are tar-
geting people through fake mo-
bile application files shared via
SMS and WhatsApp.According
to police, scammers imperson-
ate banks, courier services,
and government agencies,
sending messages about KYC
updates or account issues.
These messages contain links
that download malicious APK
files. Once installed, these apps

can access sensitive data like
OTPs, bank details, and per-
sonal information, and may
even take control of mobile de-
vices.The SP advised citizens
to download apps only from of-
ficial platforms and avoid
clicking on unknown links.
Sharing OTPs or granting un-
necessary permissions should
be strictly avoided. Users
should also keep the “Install
from Unknown Sources” op-
tion disabled.In case of fraud,
victims should immediately
contact their bank, report to
police, or call the cybercrime
helpline 1930 for assistance.
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Chittoor Steps Up
Road Safety Measures

Chittoor, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector Sumit Ku-
mar has directed all depart-
ments to coordinate effectively
to curb road accidents in the
district. During a District Road
Safety Committee meeting, he
emphasized identifying black
spots on highways and ensur-
ing quick emergency response
with nearby hospitals, ambu-
lances, and medical staff de-
tails.The Collector instructed
officials to improve safety in-
frastructure by installing sign-
boards, solar blinkers, proper
lighting, and road markings on

key highways including NH-
140 and NH-69. Special atten-
tion is being given to accident-
prone areas and pending road
safety works.

District SP Tushar Dudi
stressed that wearing helmets
is mandatory for all two-wheel-
er riders and called for wide-
spread awareness campaigns
among youth.

Plans are underway to pro-
vide lighting and CCTV sur-
veillance on Mogili Ghat road.
Authorities have been asked to
complete all safety measures
within deadlines to reduce
accidents.

Step orwar or | anga am-
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Renigunta Road Project

Tirupati, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

A key step has been taken to-
wards reviving the long-pending
Mangalam-Renigunta road pro-
ject in Tirupati. The foundation
ceremony for shifting the Telugu
Ganga pipeline was performed
at Mangalam, paving the way for
resumption of road works. TUDA
Chairman Dollars Divakar Red-
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T|ruméla Focuses on Hyglehe
and Sanitation for Pilgrims

Tirumala, April 09, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) is prioritiz-
ing hygiene, sanitation, and
environmental protection to
ensure a safe experience for
the 80,000-1 lakh daily pilgrims
visiting Tirumala.

The 4.5 sq km hill town is di-
vided into three zones and sev-
en wards for effective sanita-
tion management. Plastic use
is banned, and D&O trade li-

censes are strictly monitored.
Ward-1, around the Srivari
Temple, is managed directly by
TTD staff, while Wards 2-7 rely
on three contracted agencies.
Waste collection is robust,
with nine tipper vehicles mak-
ing 45 trips daily, covering
around 3,056 bins over 400 km.
In 2025, 16,689 metric tons of
biodegradable and 8,222 metric
tons of non-biodegradable
waste were collected. A total of
354 toilet blocks—including
permanent, institutional, and

temporary facilities—serve
devotees across wards.

Drinking water is supplied
through mobile water tanks by
Srivari Sevaks. Food and water
quality are monitored daily at
the NABL-accredited TTD lab-
oratory, with a new state-of-the-
art food lab established for ad-
vanced testing.

Devotees have praised the
TTD for maintaining continu-
ous sanitation services, clean
toilets, and a hygienic environ-
ment despite heavy footfall.

APTO0 Protest Intensifies at Valuation Centre

Kurnool, April 09 | TPN
Bureau

The Federation of Andhra
Pradesh Teachers Organisa-
tions intensified its agitation
against the state government
by staging a protest at a valua-
tion centre in Kurnool on
Thursday.

The demonstration took
place at Montessori School, A-
Camp, under the leadership of

district chairman M. Madhu-
sudhan Reddy and general sec-
retary G. Bhaskar. Hundreds
of teachers participated, wear-
ing black badges and raising
slogans to press their
demands.

Leaders called for the forma-
tion of a PRC committee, im-
plementation of 30% interim
relief, and scrapping of the
Contributory Pension Scheme

in favor of the Old Pension
Scheme. They warned of
stronger protests, including
hunger strikes, if demands are
not met.FAPTO also an-
nounced relay hunger strikes
in Vijayawada later this month.
After the protest, leaders met
the District Education Officer,
seeking clearance of pending
dues and better facilities at
evaluation centres.

Proper Management of

Anna Canteens Emphasized
by Commi

Tirupati, April 09, 2026 | TPN

Bureau

stand their concerns.

Commissioner Maurya empha-

Tirupati Municipal Commis-
sioner N. Maurya has directed
strict measures to ensure Anna
Canteens are managed efficiently
and provide quality service. Dur-
ing a surprise inspection at the
Anna Canteen in the SWIMS com-
plex on Thursday, the Commission-

one token.

sized that food served must be
clean, hygienic, and of good quali-
ty. He reminded staff that rice rep-
resents the sacred “Parabrahma”
and urged visitors to take only
what they need to avoid wastage.
Each person should collect only

Issioner

er interacted with diners to under-

Canteens.

He also instructed staff to main-

dy, along with Tirupati MLA
Arani Srinivasulu, Chandragiri
MLA Pulivarthi Nani, and other
leaders, participated in the
event.The 2.9-km stretch from
Mangalam RTO office via Shet-
tipalli to Renigunta has been
pending since 2019. Officials
stated that 2.9 crore has been al-
located by TUDA for pipeline
shifting, which is crucial for re-
starting the road construction.

Earlier, the project was sanc-
tioned with 19.5 crore but
mained stalled.Speaking on the
occasion, Divakar Reddy direct-
ed officials to complete pipeline
works at the earliest to remove
obstacles delaying the road pro-
ject. Once completed, the long-
awaited road construction will
begin, easing traffic issues and
improving connectivity for resi-
dents in the region.
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Free Cancer ScreenlngTCamps to
Begin in Tirupati Urban

Tirupati, April 09, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Tirupati Sri Ven-
kateswara Institute of Medical
Sciences (SVIMS), under TTD,
will organize free cancer
screening camps (Pink Bus) in
Tirupati urban areas starting
April 10.The initiative is led by
SVIMS Director and Vice-
Chancellor Dr. R.V. Kumar,
with guidance from Commu-
nity Medicine Professor and
Pink Bus Principal Investiga-
tor Dr. Anju D. Ade. Nodal offic-
ers Dr. Bhavani and Dr. Sivas-
antosh will supervise the
camps. In coordination with
the District Health Depart-
ment, the Pink Bus program
aims to raise awareness about
cancer and provide mobile
screening for early detection.
Previously, screenings were

conducted across all village
health centers in the district.

Services offered include oral
cancer checks for men and
women, mammograms for
breast cancer detection in
women, and Pap smear tests
for cervical cancer. Camps be-
gin at 10 a.m., and participants
are required to bring their
Aadhaar card and phone
number.

Initial camps in Nehru Na-
gar Urban PHC area are sched-
uled at:

« April 10:
Secretariat

« April 13: Chinna Bazaar
Street

» April 17: Rajanna Park

» April 21: Giripuram

 April 24: Padmavathi Park

Residents of surrounding ar-
eas are encouraged to
participate.

IS Mahal

Education and Skill TrammF
Empower Tribal Women in Nellore

tain the cleanliness of the canteen
premises, provide safe drinking
water, and ensure that all food
items meet hygiene standards. The
Commissioner stressed that opera- |
tions should be conducted in a way [
that prevents any complaints from
the public, reinforcing the impor-
tance of disciplined and transpar-
ent management in all Anna

Nellore District,
Sarvepalli Constltuency,
April 09, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Tribal communities in
Sarvepalli are being em-
powered through educa-
tion and skill develop-
ment, stressed MLA
Somireddy Chandramo-
han Reddy during a cer-
tificate and machine dis-
tribution event at
Venkatachalam Youth
Training Center.

Thirty tribal women
from Nellore and Tirupati
districts, who underwent
45 days of training in jute
bag making, received jute
bag production machines
worth 24,000 each. Reddy
urged the women to utilize
the machines effectively to
enhance their family in-

come and improve eco-
nomic status.
Highlighting his ongo-
ing commitment to tribal
welfare, Reddy said, “Eve-
ry child must study for a
bright future. Poverty in
tribal areas must be ad-
dressed, and government
schemes should reach all
eligible beneficiaries.”

He also mentioned ini-
tiatives like Aadhar card
distribution for over 3,000
tribal families, adoption
of 10 tribal colonies by
companies, and support
for goat and sheep rearing.
Education-focused pro-
grams like the Talliki Van-
dana scheme and improve-
ments in Gurukula
facilities aim to provide
sustainable upliftment for
tribal communities.
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Machilipatnam Sees Boost in

Development Initiatives

Machilipatnam, April 09,
2026 | TPN Bureau:

Minister for Mines, Ground-
water Resources, and Excise,
Kollu Ravindra, conducted
the second day of ward in-
spections in Machilipatnam
Municipality, interacting
with residents and address-
ing their concerns. Ward 8 lo-
cals welcomed him with tradi-
tional drums and cheers,
appreciating the direct en-
gagement.Ravindra empha-
sized the government’s com-
mitment to citizen welfare
and rapid development, high-
lighting achievements like 24-
hour drinking water supply,
completion of over 3,000 hous-
es, and construction of eight

reservoirs with plans for four
more. He assured immediate
action on public grievances
and reinforced the implemen-
tation of welfare schemes
such as free gas, pensions,
and fisheries support.The
minister criticized previous
mismanagement, noting dis-
rupted infrastructure and
stalled projects. He under-
scored the current adminis-
tration’s focus on attracting
investments worth 13.5 lakh
crore, creating six lakh jobs
with a five-year goal of 20
lakh, and supporting indus-
trial growth including Arce-
lorMittal Steel and upcoming
Google data centers, ensuring
employment opportunities
for local youth.
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PM Modi Announces 6 Guarantees For Bengal,
Targets Trinamool With ‘Hisaab’ Warning

N

rime Minister Narendra

Modi unveiled six key

guarantees for West Ben-

gal while launching a

sharp political attack on
the ruling Trinamool Congress
during a rally in Haldia. The
announcement comes ahead of
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions, scheduled to be held in
two phases, with polling on
April 23 and April 29 and count-
ing on May 4.

Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister accused the
Mamata Banerjee-led govern-
ment of fostering corruption,
appeasement politics, and an
atmosphere of fear in the state.
He argued that West Bengal’s
progress depends on a “double-
engine government,” referring
to BJP governments at both the
Centre and the state level work-
ing together. According to him,
such governance would help
improve sectors like fisheries,
food production, and industri-
al development while restoring
investor confidence.

Six Guarantees For West
Bengal

The Prime Minister outlined
six major guarantees that he
promised to implement if the
BJP forms the government in
West Bengal.

The first guarantee focused
on ending what he described as

an “atmosphere of fear” in the
state. He alleged that people
are often forced to seek justice
through courts and assured
that a BJP government would
restore faith in law and order.
The second guarantee was
aimed at ensuring accountabil-
ity within the government sys-
tem. Modi promised that ad-

SunetraPawar Set To Win

BaramatiBypoll Unopposed After
Congress Withdraws Candidate

n a major political develop-

ment in Maharashtra, Depu-

ty Chief Minister Sunetra-

Pawar is set to win the

Baramati Assembly by-elec-
tion unopposed after the Con-
gress party withdrew its candi-
date from the contest. The
decision clears the path for her
victory in a seat long consid-
ered a stronghold of the Pawar
family.

The Congress had earlier
fielded advocate AkashVishwa-
nath More as its candidate for
the by-election. However, fol-
lowing discussions and ap-
peals from political leaders, the
party decided to withdraw its
nomination. The move came
after Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister DevendraFadnavis re-
portedly spoke to Congress
state chief HarshwardhanSap-
kal, requesting the party to
step aside and allow Sunetra-
Pawar to be elected
unopposed.

The Baramatibypoll was ne-
cessitated after the death of
former Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister AjitPawar in a
plane crash earlier this year.
SunetraPawar, his wife, was
nominated as the candidate to
carry forward his political leg-
acy. The emotional factor sur-

rounding AjitPawar’s death
has also played a significant
role in shaping the political at-
mosphere in the constituency.
Baramati has long been a po-
litical stronghold of the Pawar
family. AjitPawar had repre-
sented the constituency multi-
ple times and enjoyed strong
voter support. In the previous
election, he secured a massive
victory margin, reinforcing
the family's influence in the re-
gion. With Congress stepping
aside, SunetraPawar’s election
now appears almost certain.
Initially, the bypoll was ex-
pected to be competitive after
Congress decided to field a can-
didate. However, political nego-
tiations intensified in the final
stages, leading to the with-
drawal. Several candidates
also pulled out of the race, fur-
ther strengthening SunetraPa-
war’s position. The Baramati
by-election was scheduled for
April 23, with counting expect-
ed in early May. But with the
withdrawal of major oppo-
nents, SunetraPawar’s unop-
posed election is now highly
likely, marking a significant
moment in Maharashtra poli-
tics and further consolidating
the Pawar family’s hold over
the influential constituency.

|

ministrative mechanisms
would be made more respon-
sive and transparent to serve
the public effectively.

The third guarantee involved
reopening files related to al-
leged corruption, scams, and
cases involving crimes against
women. He said that all pend-
ing cases would be investigated

thoroughly.

The fourth guarantee em-
phasized strict action against
corruption. Modi stated that
anyone involved in corrupt
practices — irrespective of
their position — would face le-
gal consequences and be held
accountable under the law.

The fifth guarantee ad-

dressed issues related to refu-
gees and illegal infiltration. He
promised that refugees would
be given constitutional rights,
while illegal infiltrators would
be identified and expelled.

The sixth guarantee focused
on government employees and
teachers. Modi assured that the
7th Pay Commission would be
implemented in West Bengal if
the BJP comes to power, claim-
ing that employees have been
living under uncertainty for
years.

‘SabkaSaath’ With A
‘Hisaab’ Warning

While reiterating his “Sab-
kaSaath, SabkaVikas” slogan,
the Prime Minister added a
strong political message aimed
at the ruling party. He declared
that there would also be
“hisaab” — accountability —
for those accused of looting
public funds. He warned that
individuals involved in corrup-
tion would be investigated and
punished. The announcement
marks a significant escalation
in the BJP’s campaign strategy
in West Bengal, with Modi po-
sitioning his party as a govern-
ance-focused alternative. With
elections approaching, the six
guarantees are expected to
play a central role in shaping
the political narrative in the
state.

HardeepPuri’s Qatar Visit Gains Significance
Amid Iran War, Energy Supply Goncerns

nion Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri’s two-day visit
to Qatar comes at a cru-
cial time as India navi-
gates growing energy security
concerns triggered by the on-
going Iran-related tensions in
West Asia. The trip is seen as a
key diplomatic effort aimed at
safeguarding India’s fuel and
gas supplies amid disruptions
in global energy markets.
India’s dependence on im-
ported natural gas makes the
visit particularly important.
The country imports nearly 50
percent of its liquefied natural
gas (LNG) requirements from
international markets, with
about 40 percent of those sup-
plies coming from Qatar. How-
ever, the current geopolitical
tensions have disrupted these
supplies due to closures of ma-
jor gas production facilities
and limited movement through
the strategically important
Strait of Hormuz.
The situation has worsened
after Iranian strikes on Qatar’s
energy infrastructure since

late February. These attacks
damaged key facilities, includ-
ing two LNG production units
and a gas-to-liquids plant. The
disruption has taken offline
roughly 12.8 million tonnes per
year of LNG output, represent-
ingnearly 17 percent of Qatar’s
export capacity. Reports sug-
gest repairs could take three to
five years, raising long-term
concerns over global gas avail-
ability and prices.

With supplies tightening, In-
dia has already begun diversi-
fying its sourcing strategy. The
government is increasing im-
ports from alternative suppli-
ers such as the United States,
Australia, and Russia to offset
potential shortages. During his
visit, Puri is expected to hold
discussions with Qatari offi-
cials to ensure continued LNG
supply and explore ways to
strengthen energy
cooperation.

Another major concern is
LPG availability in India.
Fears of a shortage emerged
after Iran restricted movement
through the Strait of Hormuz,

a crucial shipping route that
carries nearly one-fifth of the
world’s oil supply. Despite
these concerns, the Petroleum
Ministry has maintained that
LPG supplies in India remain
stable, with no major shortag-
es reported. Officials said do-
mestic deliveries continue nor-
mally, with over 5.35 million
cylinders delivered in a single
day recently.

The developments also coin-
cide with broader diplomatic
activity in the region. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
is expected to visit the UAE
soon, with energy security
likely to remain a top agenda
item. These visits underline In-
dia’s proactive diplomatic en-
gagement with Gulf nations to
secure energy supplies during
geopolitical uncertainty.

Puri’s Qatar visit therefore
highlights India’s efforts to
protect its energy interests,
stabilize supply chains, and
maintain fuel availability for
domestic consumers amid on-
going tensions in the Middle
East.
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KeralaElections 2026: Key
Seats Witness Three-Way Battle
Between lQF, UDFAnd BJP

——
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erala voted for a new

Assembly in a high-

stakes election marked

by intense contests be-

tween the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF),
the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF),
and the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA).
While Kerala has tradition-
ally seen bipolar contests
between the LDF and UDE,
the BJP’s growing presence
has turned several constitu-
encies into three-cornered
battles that could influence
the final outcome. Counting
of votes is scheduled for
May 4.

The ruling LDF is seek-
ing another term, banking
on governance, welfare pro-
grammes, and development
initiatives. Meanwhile, the
UDF is hoping to capitalise
on anti-incumbency senti-
ments, while the BJP is aim-
ing to expand its footprint
in a state where it has his-
torically struggled to gain
significant ground.

Nemom: BJP’s High-Pro-
file Test

Nemom remains one of
the most crucial battle-
grounds in the state, par-
ticularly for the BJP. The
party had secured its first-
ever Kerala Assembly vic-
tory from this seat in 2016
and is now looking to re-
gain it. BJP state president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar has
led an aggressive campaign
here, hoping to convert
growing support into a vic-
tory. The contest is expected
to be tight, with both LDF
and UDF candidates also
mounting strong
challenges.

Dharmadam: Chief
Minister’s Turf Under
Spotlight

Dharmadam, the constit-
uency associated with
Chief Minister PinarayiVi-
jayan, is another closely
watched seat. While the
LDF has traditionally held
an advantage here, the UDF
is attempting to make in-
roads and turn the contest
competitive. The outcome
could send a strong political
signal about the ruling alli-

—

ance’s popularity:.

Thrissur: A Three-Cor-
nered Contest

Thrissur has emerged as
one of the most unpredict-
able constituencies, with all
three alliances investing
heavily in campaigns. The
seat is witnessing a tight
triangular contest, with
narrow margins expected to
determine the winner. Ana-
lysts consider Thrissur a
potential swing seat that
could influence the broader
electoral narrative.

Other Key

Seats To Watch

Several other con-
stituencies across the
state are witnessing
strong triangular
fights. These seats are
significant not only
due to prominent can-
didates but also be-
cause even small vote
swings could deter-
mine outcomes. With
all three alliances com-
peting aggressively, lo-
cal factors, candidate
appeal, and turnout
levels are expected to
play crucial roles.

High Stakes

For All Alliances

The 2026 Kerala As-
sembly election is
shaping up as a crucial
political contest. For
the LDE, it is an oppor-
tunity to retain power
and reinforce its gov-
ernance record. For
the UDFE, it is a chance
to return to power.
Meanwhile, the BJP
aims to increase its
presence and trans-
form Kerala’s tradi-
tionally bipolar poli-

tics into a
multi-cornered
contest.

With several constit-
uencies witnessing
close three-way battles,
the results could hinge
on narrow margins,
making this one of the
most closely watched
elections in Kerala’s
recent political
history.

Vijay’s Political Entry Triggers MinorityVote Split Debate InTamil Naclu

ctor-turned-politician

Vijay’s entry into Tamil

Nadu politics has

sparked a fresh debate

over whether minority
votes — traditionally aligned
with the DMK — could split
in the upcoming Assembly
elections. With polling just
weeks away, political observ-
ers say the emergence of Vi-
jay’s party, TamilagaVettri-
Kazhagam (TVK), may alter
the state’s long-standing elec-
toral equations.

Christians and Muslims to-
gether account for nearly 15
percent of Tamil Nadu’s elec-
torate, and these communi-
ties have historically support-
ed the DMK and its allies.
However, Vijay’s entry into

politics has created uncer-
tainty about whether this
consolidated voting pattern
will hold in the upcoming
elections.

Vijay, whose birth name is
Joseph Vijay and who identi-
fies as a Christian, has been
attempting to attract minori-
ty voters through his cam-
paign messaging and out-
reach. During a recent rally
in Tirunelveli, attended
largely by young supporters,
there were indications that
some voters from minority
communities may consider
supporting the TVK. The ral-
ly reflected a possible shift in
political preferences, particu-
larly among younger voters
who appear less tied to tradi-

tional party loyalties.

Some attendees at the rally
expressed openness to back-
ing Vijay’s party. A Christian
supporter said he would vote
for Vijay, emphasizing unity
beyond religion, while a
young Muslim voter also
voiced support for the actor-
politician. Such reactions
have intensified discussions
about a generational change
in voting patterns, with
younger voters potentially re-
shaping Tamil Nadu’s politi-
cal landscape. Vijay also di-
rectly targeted minority
voters during his speech,
claiming that minorities were
increasingly backing his par-
ty. He projected himself as a
secular alternative and at-

tempted to appeal to Congress
supporters as well. In his re-
marks, Vijay accused Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin of influ-
encing the state Congress
leadership, while asserting
that the “real Congress” sup-
porters were moving towards
his party. Political analysts
say even a small shift in mi-
nority votes could have a sig-
nificant impact, particularly
in closely contested constitu-
encies. Tamil Nadu has tradi-
tionally seen bipolar contests,
and a third force gaining trac-
tion could change electoral
outcomes in multiple seats.
The entry of Vijay’s party has
therefore introduced a new
layer of unpredictability in
the election.

However, it remains un-
clear whether this potential
shift will translate into actual
votes. While some voters ap-
pear receptive to Vijay’s mes-
sage, established alliances
and traditional loyalties still
hold strong in many regions.
The final outcome will de-
pend on how effectively Vi-
jay’s party converts enthusi-
asm into electoral support.

With elections approach-
ing, the battle for minority
votes is expected to intensify:.
Vijay’s entry has already
changed the narrative, turn-
ing what was once a predict-
able voting bloc into one of
the most closely watched fac-
tors in the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections.
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UK, Norway Launch Operation To Deter Russian
Submarines; Warn “Won’t Take Eyes Off Putin”

The United Kingdom and
Norway conducted a month-
long joint military operation to
monitor and deter Russian
submarines suspected of oper-
ating near critical undersea
infrastructure in the North At-
lantic. The mission involved a
warship, surveillance aircraft,
and hundreds of personnel
tasked with tracking suspi-
cious Russian naval activity
near underwater cables and
pipelines north of the UK.

UK Defence Secretary John
Healey described Russia as the
primary threat to the UK and
its allies, warning that Britain
would remain vigilant despite
global tensions elsewhere. He
stated that Russia might at-
tempt to exploit distractions
caused by conflicts in the Mid-
dle East, adding, “We will not
take our eyes off Putin.”

The operation tracked one
Russian attack submarine
along with two specialised spy
submarines believed to be
linked to Moscow’s deep-sea re-
search division. British offi-
cials suspected the vessels
were conducting reconnais-
sance around vital infrastruc-

ture such as communication
cables and energy pipelines.
After being closely monitored
for weeks, the submarines
eventually left the area.
According to British author-
ities, the joint operation en-

Iran ar Pausd, But

Lebanon Remains a
Dangerous Flashpoint

The conflict between the
United States and Iran has tem-
porarily paused following a
fragile ceasefire, but tensions
in Lebanon continue to threat-
en the truce and risk reigniting
wider regional conflict. While
Washington and Tehran
agreed to halt hostilities and
begin negotiations, disagree-
ments over Lebanon have cre-
ated uncertainty about the du-
rability of the deal.

Ceasefire Dispute Over
Lebanon

A major source of tension is
whether Lebanon is covered
under the ceasefire. Iran main-
tains that fighting in Lebanon
should stop as part of the
agreement, while the United
States and Israel argue that the
truce applies only to direct US-
Iran hostilities. This disagree-
ment has created confusion on
the ground and weakened con-
fidence in the ceasefire.

Iranian officials have
warned that continued Israeli
strikes in Lebanon could un-
dermine negotiations. Tehran
also accused Washington of
violating key conditions, in-
cluding allowing attacks on
Hezbollah and refusing to ad-
dress Iran’s nuclear demands.
These developments have
made planned talks between
the US and Iran more
difficult.

Israeli Strikes Escalate
Tensions

Shortly after the ceasefire
announcement, Israel
launched large-scale airstrikes
across Lebanon targeting Hez-
bollah positions. The attacks

Did US Push Pakistan to Brok

new report has raised
questions about Paki-
stan’s role as a neutral
mediator in the US-Iran
ceasefire, suggesting that
Washington may have actively
encouraged Islamabad to help
secure a truce with Tehran.
The development sheds light
on behind-the-scenes diploma-
cy during the recent conflict.
According to the report, the
US administration had been
quietly leaning on Pakistan for
weeks to convince Iran to agree
to a pause in fighting and reo-
pen the strategically important
Strait of Hormuz. Pakistan’s
role was seen as crucial be-
cause both Washington and Is-
lamabad believed Iran would
be more receptive to a proposal

killed more than 250 people
and injured over 1,000, mark-
ing one of the deadliest escala-
tions since the conflict began.

Israel has stated that its op-
erations against Hezbollah will
continue regardless of the US-
Iran truce. In response, Hezbol-
lah resumed rocket attacks to-
ward northern Israel, further
escalating tensions and threat-
ening to derail diplomatic
efforts.

Lebanon’s Role in Wider
Conflict

Lebanon has become a flash-
point because Hezbollah,
backed by Iran, remains deeply
involved in the conflict. Fight-
ing between Israel and Hezbol-
lah has been ongoing since
early March, displacing large
numbers of civilians and wors-
ening the humanitarian crisis.
The violence has drawn Leba-
non further into the broader
Middle East conflict.

Fragile Pause, Uncertain
Future

Although the US-Iran cease-
fire aims to create space for di-
plomacy, continued violence in
Lebanon has made the situa-
tion unstable. Analysts warn
that if Israeli strikes continue
and Hezbollah retaliates, the
pause in the Iran war could
quickly collapse.

Overall, while direct fighting
between the US and Iran has
temporarily paused, Lebanon
remains the key flashpoint.
The outcome of developments
there will likely determine
whether the region moves to-
ward peace or slips back into
broader conflict.

delivered by a Muslim-majori-
ty neighbouring country that
had maintained neutrality dur-
ing the conflict.

The report also suggested
that US President Donald
Trump had strong incentives
to seek a ceasefire. Rising oil
prices and the resilience of
Iran’s leadership reportedly in-
creased pressure on Washing-
ton to de-escalate tensions. De-
spite tough public rhetoric
— including threats to destroy
Iran’s infrastructure — the US
was said to be increasingly ea-
ger for a temporary truce.

Pakistan’s role reportedly in-
volved back-channel diploma-
cy and efforts to “sell” the
ceasefire proposal to Tehran.
As a neighbouring country

sured that the Russian vessels
could not carry out any covert
activity. Officials emphasised
that the submarines’ move-
ments were exposed, sending a
clear warning that any attempt
to damage infrastructure

GLOBAL

would face serious
consequences.

The development comes
amid growing concerns over
undersea infrastructure secu-
rity. Critical cables and pipe-

lines carry internet data, en-

ergy supplies, and
communications between
countries, making them strate-
gic targets during geopolitical
tensions. Western govern-
ments have increasingly fo-
cused on protecting such as-
sets, particularly as Russia’s
naval activity in northern wa-
ters has intensified.

British officials also high-
lighted broader geopolitical
tensions, linking Russia’s ac-
tions to ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and the Middle East.
The UK further signalled a
tougher stance by stating that
it is prepared to intercept ves-
sels suspected of being part of
Russia’s “shadow fleet,” which
allegedly helps transport oil in
violation of sanctions.

The operation reflects
strengthening military coop-
eration between the UK and
Norway as both countries work
to counter rising maritime
threats. Analysts say similar
missions may continue as
NATO allies increase surveil-
lance and protection of critical
infrastructure in the North
Atlantic.

US Declares Victory Over Iran,
But What Has It Really Achieved?

he United States has de-

clared victory following

its recent conflict with

Iran, but questions re-

main about whether
Washington actually achieved
its key objectives. After more
than a month of fighting and a
temporary ceasefire brokered
for negotiations, analysts say
many of the original goals re-
main unresolved.

US President Donald Trump
described the ceasefire as a ma-
jor success and claimed that
American forces met their mil-
itary objectives. However, the
goals of the war shifted repeat-
edly during the conflict —
ranging from dismantling
Iran’s nuclear programme and
weakening its military to pur-
suing regime change in Teh-
ran. Many of these objectives
remain uncertain or
incomplete.

One major point of conten-
tion is the Strait of Hormusz.
While the US announced that
Iran would allow ships to pass
through the waterway, Tehran

that had not been directly tar-
geted by Iran, Islamabad was
viewed as a credible intermedi-

still retains control of the stra-
tegic route, which carries
about 20 percent of global oil
supply. Analysts suggest that
leaving Iran in control could
actually strengthen Tehran’s
leverage compared to the situ-
ation before the war.

On the military front, US of-
ficials claim they significantly
weakened Iran’s defence capa-
bilities. According to the US
Defence Secretary, Iran’s navy
and air force suffered heavy
damage, and its missile and
drone programmes were se-
verely affected. However, ex-
perts note that Iran’s military
continues to function and has
still conducted strikes in the
region, indicating that the
threat has not been
eliminated.

Another key objective —
stopping Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions — also remains unre-
solved. The US has insisted
Iran should halt uranium en-
richment, but there is no clear
indication that Tehran has
agreed. In fact, some analysts

er Iran Ceasefire? WhatR

ary capable of facilitating ne-
gotiations between the two
sides.

warn that the conflict may
push Iran to accelerate its nu-
clear ambitions, as the war
may reinforce the idea that nu-
clear-armed states face fewer
attacks.

Washington has also sug-
gested that regime change oc-
curred in Iran, but analysts
dispute this claim. Although
leadership changes took place
after the conflict, the same po-
litical system remains in pow-
er, and there is little evidence
of major policy shifts.

Meanwhile, the ceasefire ne-
gotiations may even give Iran
additional leverage. Tehran
could seek sanctions relief, fi-
nancial compensation, and in-
fluence over regional conflicts
as part of future talks. Experts
say the US may now rely more
on diplomacy after demon-
strating military strength.

Overall, while the US has de-
clared victory, analysts say the
outcome remains mixed, with
several strategic goals still un-
certain and negotiations likely
to shape the final results.

eport Says

The revelation has raised
questions about Pakistan’s
neutral broker status. While
Islamabad publicly positioned
itself as a peacemaker, the re-
port suggests it may have been
acting partly under US pres-
sure to help secure the
ceasefire.

The ceasefire ultimately led
to a temporary pause in hostili-
ties, with both sides agreeing
to open talks aimed at reaching
alonger-term settlement. How-
ever, the agreement remains
fragile, and analysts say the
success of negotiations will de-
pend on whether both sides can
resolve key issues, including
sanctions, security concerns,
and control of critical shipping
routes.
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Ceasefire Chaos: Israel Strikes

Lebanon, Iran Fires Back; Trump
Faces Tough Choices

The fragile ceasefire be-
tween the United States and
Iran quickly descended into
chaos after Israel launched a
massive missile strike on Leba-
non, killing over 250 people
just hours after the truce was
announced. The sudden escala-
tion triggered fresh tensions
across the Middle East, raising
doubts about whether the
ceasefire can hold.

Israel reportedly fired
around 100 missiles targeting
Hezbollah positions in Leba-
non, leading to heavy casual-
ties and widespread destruc-
tion. The strikes came shortly
after the US-Iran ceasefire, but
Israel clarified that its opera-
tions against Hezbollah were
not part of the agreement. This
disagreement over the scope of
the truce became a major
source of tension.

Iran reacted strongly to the
strikes, firing missiles and re-
closing the Strait of Hormuz,
further escalating the situa-
tion. The move raised concerns
over global oil supply and re-
gional stability, while also
threatening to derail ongoing
peace efforts.

The ceasefire itself remains
fragile, with Iran claiming Leb-
anon should have been includ-
ed in the agreement, while the
United States and Israel insist
the truce applies only to direct
US-Iran hostilities. This disa-
greement has increased ten-
sions and complicated diplo-
matic efforts.

srael has expressed skepti-

cism over Pakistan’s role as

a mediator in the ongoing

ceasefire talks between the

United States and Iran, with
Israel’s ambassador to India
stating that Islamabad is “not
a credible player” in the nego-
tiations. The remarks high-
light growing disagreements
among key stakeholders in-
volved in efforts to stabilise
tensions in the Middle East.

Israeli envoy Reuven Azar
said that while the United
States may have its own rea-
sons for involving Pakistan in
the talks, Israel does not view
Islamabad as a reliable inter-
mediary. He added that Israel’s
primary objective remains
eliminating Hezbollah’s pres-
ence in southern Lebanon,
which it considers a major se-
curity threat.

“We don't see Pakistan as a
credible player. I think that the
United States has decided to
use the services of the facilita-
tion of Pakistan for their own
reasons,” Azar said in remarks
to media. His comments came
ahead of planned US-Iran talks
expected to take place in Islam-
abad, where Washington is
likely to send a delegation led
by US Vice President JD Vance.

Despite its reservations, Is-
rael indicated it still supports
US-led diplomatic efforts
aimed at reducing tensions
with Iran. However, Israeli of-

The developments have left
US President Donald Trump
with three key options. The
first is to resume military ac-
tion against Iran, which could
escalate the conflict further.
However, analysts warn that
continued fighting could strain
US military resources, with re-
ports suggesting missile and
drone stocks are already being
depleted rapidly.

The second option is to pur-
sue diplomacy. US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance is expected to
travel to Pakistan to hold peace
talks with Iranian officials. Pa-
kistan has played a key role in
brokering the ceasefire, and
Washington may rely on diplo-
matic efforts to stabilise the
situation. However, continued
Israeli strikes could under-
mine these negotiations.

The third option involves
pressuring Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to
halt attacks in Lebanon. Ana-
lysts say this approach could
help preserve the ceasefire, but
it may be politically difficult
for Washington given its close
ties with Israel.

Meanwhile, tensions remain
high across the region. Contin-
ued strikes, missile launches,
and conflicting interpretations
of the ceasefire have raised
fears of a broader Middle East
conflict. The coming days are
expected to be critical in deter-
mining whether diplomacy can
succeed or if the region slides
back into war.

Israel Questions Pakistan's

Role in US-Iran Talks, Calls
It “Not Credible”

ficials emphasised that their
conflict with Hezbollah in Leb-
anon is separate from US-Iran
hostilities and would continue
regardless of ceasefire negoti-
ations. The statement comes
amid broader disagreements
over the scope of the ceasefire.
Iran has argued that fighting
in Lebanon should also be halt-
ed as part of the truce, while
Israel maintains that opera-
tions against Hezbollah will
continue. These differing in-
terpretations have complicated
diplomatic efforts and raised
doubts about the durability of
the ceasefire.Pakistan has re-
cently emerged as a key media-
tor in attempts to reduce ten-
sions between Washington and
Tehran. Islamabad has hosted
discussions and facilitated
communication between the
two sides, but its role has
drawn mixed reactions from
regional players.The Israeli en-
voy’s comments reflect grow-
ing friction among allies over
how to manage the fragile
ceasefire. Analysts say such
disagreements could make ne-
gotiations more difficult and
increase the risk of renewed
conflict in the region.Overall,
while diplomatic efforts con-
tinue, Israel’s skepticism to-
ward Pakistan’s mediator role
underscores the fragile nature
of the US-Iran ceasefire and
the challenges facing peace
negotiations.
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Nifty Sees Profit Booking After Rally; 24,000 Key Level for Bulls, Bank Nifty Eyes 55,800 Breakout

The benchmark indices wit-
nessed profit booking after a
strong rally in recent sessions,
with the Nifty 50 declining
nearly 1 percent. The pullback
followed an impressive 8 per-
cent surge over the past few
sessions, prompting investors
to lock in gains at higher lev-
els. Weak global cues, rising
crude oil prices, and slightly
elevated volatility also con-
tributed to cautious senti-
ment, indicating a possible
consolidation phase after the
sharp uptrend.

Despite the decline, the
broader market trend remains
positive. The Nifty continues
to trade above its short-term
moving averages, including
the 10-day and 20-day exponen-
tial moving averages, both of

which are trending upward.
However, the index still trades
below medium- and long-term
averages, suggesting that sus-
tained buying is needed to con-
firm a stronger bullish trend.
Immediate support for the in-
dex is placed around 23,500,
while resistance is seen near
24,000. A breakout above this
level could push the index to-
ward the 24,200-24,300 zone.
The Nifty opened lower and
remained under pressure
throughout the session, even-
tually closing lower by more
than 200 points at 23,775. The
formation of a bearish candle
on daily charts suggests con-
solidation following the recent
rally. However, analysts be-
lieve the earlier bearish pat-
tern has been invalidated, and

the current consolidation
could help form a higher bot-
tom, strengthening the bullish
structure.Technical indica-
tors also indicate underlying
strength. The MACD remains
in positive territory with ex-
panding histogram bars, while
the RSI has eased slightly but
continues to hold above neu-
tral levels. These signals sug-
gest that while short-term
weakness may persist, the
overall trend remains support-
ive.Options data indicates a
likely trading range of 23,500—
24,000 in the near term. Heavy
call open interest around
24,000 and above suggests re-
sistance, while strong put
open interest near 23,000
points to solid downside
support.

Global Al Data Centre Expansion
Faces Major Roadblocks

mbitious global plans to

expand artificial intelli-

gence (AI) data centres

are running into multiple

challenges, raising con-
cerns about delays, rising
costs, and execution risks.
While technology giants and
governments are racing to
build massive computing infra-
structure to support Al growth,
several structural hurdles are
slowing progress.

One of the biggest challeng-
es is the shortage of advanced
memory chips required for Al
workloads. High-bandwidth
memory (HBM), a crucial com-
ponent for Al servers, is al-
ready in limited supply due to
surging demand. This shortage
is pushing up costs and extend-
ing delivery timelines, making
it difficult for companies to
scale data centres as quickly as
planned. The competition for
GPUs, chips, and related infra-
structure has intensified as Al
adoption accelerates
worldwide.

Geopolitical tensions are
also complicating expansion
plans. Trade restrictions, sup-
ply chain disruptions, and stra-
tegic competition between ma-
jor economies are affecting
access to critical hardware and
materials. These factors are in-
creasing uncertainty for com-
panies investing billions of
dollars in Al infrastructure. As
a result, timelines for several
large projects are being re-
vised, and costs are rising be-
yond initial estimates.

Another major hurdle is the
massive power requirement of
Al data centres. These facili-
ties consume significantly

more electricity than tradition-
al data centres, placing pres-
sure on power grids and rais-

ing concerns about
sustainability. Many regions
lack the infrastructure needed
to support large-scale Al facili-
ties, forcing companies to in-
vest in dedicated power sourc-
es and cooling systems, further
increasing project costs. Envi-
ronmental concerns, including
water usage, carbon emissions,
and land requirements, are
also drawing scrutiny from
regulators and local communi-
ties. In addition, financing
such large projects is becoming
increasingly challenging.
Building hyperscale Al data
centres requires billions of
dollars in capital, and rising
interest rates, economic uncer-
tainty, and longer project time-
lines are making investors

more cautious. Companies are
therefore adopting phased ex-
pansion strategies instead of
aggressive rollout plans.

Despite these challenges, de-
mand for AI computing infra-
structure continues to grow
rapidly. Governments and tech
companies remain committed
to building data centre capaci-
ty to support AI development,
cloud computing, and digital
transformation. However, ex-
perts believe the pace of expan-
sion may slow as companies
navigate supply constraints,
geopolitical risks, and environ-
mental concerns.

Overall, while the AI data
centre boom remains intact,
the road ahead is becoming
more complex, with execution
risks likely to shape the next
phase of global Al infrastruc-
ture development.

Ola Electric Shares Jump 19% on Battery

hares of Ola Electric

surged nearly 19 percent

on April 9, defying broad-

er market weakness, af-

ter the company an-
nounced progress in its
in-house battery development
and signs of improving de-
mand. The stock climbed to
around Rs 36.15, gaining Rs
5.88 during the session, while
extending its rally to more
than 21 percent over the past
two trading days. (

The sharp rise in the stock
came after the company high-
lighted advancements in its in-
house battery technology,
which investors see as a major
step toward improving mar-
gins and reducing dependency
on external suppliers. The de-
velopment is expected to
strengthen Ola Electric’s long-
term competitiveness, particu-
larly as battery costs account
for a significant portion of
electric vehicle manufactur-
ing expenses. In addition to
the battery breakthrough, im-
proving demand trends also
supported the rally. The com-
pany has recently shown signs
of recovery in sales, boosting
investor confidence after a pe-
riod of sluggish performance.
Stronger order inflows and im-
proving operational metrics
have reinforced expectations
that the company may be en-
tering a turnaround phase.

Market participants also
viewed the development posi-
tively as the company contin-
ues to focus on backward inte-
gration and cost optimisation.
Producing batteries in-house

Breakthrough

could help Ola Electric reduce
production costs, enhance sup-
ply chain efficiency, and im-
prove profitability over time.
These factors collectively
strengthened sentiment
around the stock, leading to
aggressive buying despite
weakness in broader indices.

The rally is particularly no-
table as it comes at a time
when the broader equity mar-
kets were under pressure, indi-
cating strong stock-specific
momentum. Investors ap-
peared optimistic about the
company’s growth prospects,
especially with improving de-
mand and technological ad-
vancements supporting long-
term expansion plans.

Ola Electric has faced chal-
lenges in recent months, in-
cluding slowing sales and in-
creased competition in the

electric two-wheeler segment.
However, the latest develop-
ments suggest that the com-
pany is working toward
strengthening its market posi-
tion through innovation and
operational improvements.
Analysts believe that sus-
tained demand recovery and
continued progress in battery
technology will be key drivers
for the stock going forward. If
the company maintains mo-
mentum in sales and success-
fully executes its cost-reduc-
tion strategy, the stock could
see further upside.Overall, the
sharp rally reflects renewed
investor confidence, driven by
technological advancement,
improving demand trends, and
expectations of stronger fi-
nancial performance in the
coming quarters.

Meanwhile, the Bank Nifty
also experienced profit book-
ing after rallying more than 11
percent in recent sessions.
The index declined sharply
but continues to trade above
key short-term averages, indi-
cating that the overall trend
remains stable.Analysts see
immediate resistance for
Bank Nifty around 55,300-
55,400, followed by the crucial
55,800 level. On the downside,
support is expected near
54,300-54,400. A decisive break-
out above 55,800 could trigger
fresh upside momentum in
banking stocks.

Overall, experts expect
short-term consolidation but
maintain a positive outlook as
long as key support levels re-
main intact.

TCS Reverses Hiring Slowdown, Adds

2,356 Em

ata Consultancy Services
(TCS) reversed its two-
quarter decline in work-
force numbers by adding
2,356 employees in the
fourth quarter of FY26, signal-
ling cautious optimism in hir-
ing after a period of contrac-
tion. The move comes after the
company reduced headcount
in the previous two quarters
amid slower demand and op-
erational restructuring.

Despite the modest hiring re-
covery in the March quarter,
TCS ended the full fiscal year
with a net reduction in its
workforce. The company’s
overall employee count de-
clined by more than 23,000 dur-
ing FY26, reflecting continued
industry-wide caution, auto-
mation-led efficiencies, and se-
lective hiring strategies. The
company’s workforce ration-
alisation in earlier quarters
was driven by changing project
requirements and productivity
improvements.

Attrition at TCS also inched
higher during the quarter. The
company reported an attrition
rate of 13.7 percent, slightly up

|

from 13.5 percent in the previ-
ous quarter. The marginal in-
crease indicates ongoing talent
movement within the IT sector,
though attrition levels remain
relatively stable compared to
historical trends.

The hiring uptick coincided
with a strong financial perfor-
mance in the fourth quarter.
TCS reported robust profit
growth on a sequential basis,
with consolidated net profit
rising sharply quarter-on-
quarter. Revenue also sur-

ployees in Q4F

-

passed market expectations,
supported by steady demand
across key markets and verti-
cals. The improved financial
performance likely encour-
aged the company to resume
selective hiring toward the end
of the fiscal year.

Industry observers note that
IT companies, including TCS,
have become more cautious
with hiring as clients focus on
cost optimisation and automa-
tion. The increased adoption
of artificial intelligence and

Y26A

productivity tools has also re-
duced the need for large-scale
hiring, prompting firms to
maintain leaner teams.

Historically, TCS has been
one of the largest recruiters in
the Indian IT sector. However,
the current hiring trend re-
flects a shift toward measured
growth rather than aggressive
expansion. The company had
previously seen workforce re-
ductions in FY24 — the first
such decline in nearly two dec-
ades — highlighting the evolv-
ing dynamics of the IT services
industry.

Going forward, analysts ex-
pect hiring to remain selective
and aligned with deal wins and
project demand. While the ad-
dition of 2,356 employees
marks a positive shift, sus-
tained hiring momentum will
depend on global demand re-
covery and client spending
trends.

Overall, the latest quarter
signals stabilisation in work-
force strategy, with TCS cau-
tiously balancing growth op-
portunities with operational
efficiency.

Bank Nifty Snaps 5-Day Rally; HDFC, SBI, Canara Bank Fall Up to 3%

anking stocks witnessed

profit booking on April 9,

with shares of HDFC

Bank, State Bank of In-

dia, Canara Bank, and
Punjab National Bank declin-
ing up to 3 percent. The selling
pressure dragged the Bank
Nifty index lower by nearly 2
percent, snapping its five-day
winning streak. The decline
came after a strong rally in
banking stocks, prompting in-
vestors tolock in gains at high-
er levels. The Bank Nifty index
saw broad-based selling, with
all 14 constituent stocks trad-
ing in the red during the ses-
sion. Heavyweight stocks such
as HDFC Bank led the decline,
while other major lenders in-
cluding SBI and Canara Bank
also faced notable losses. De-
spite the drop, analysts believe
the correction is largely due to
profit booking following the re-
cent surge, and the overall

trend in banking stocks re-
mains constructive.

The recent rally in banking
stocks had pushed the Bank
Nifty higher over the past few
sessions, making the index vul-
nerable to short-term consoli-
dation. Market participants
turned cautious after the sharp
upmove, leading to selling
pressure across both private
and public sector banks. How-
ever, analysts note that the fun-

damentals of banking stocks
remain intact, suggesting that
the pullback may be
temporary.

From a technical perspec-
tive, analysts highlighted key
levels to watch for Bank Nifty.
Immediate support for the in-
dex is seen around the 54,500—
54,300 zone, while stronger sup-
port is placed near 54,000. On
the upside, resistance is ex-
pected around 55,300, followed

by 55,800, which remains a cru-
cial breakout level for further
upside momentum. A decisive
move above 55,800 could trig-
ger fresh buying interest in
banking stocks.

The broader market senti-
ment also turned cautious,
with investors opting to book
profits after recent gains. The
selling pressure in banking
stocks weighed on benchmark
indices, as financials carry sig-
nificant weightage in the mar-
ket. Despite the decline, ana-
lysts expect volatility to
remain elevated in the near
term while maintaining a posi-
tive outlook for the sector.

Overall, experts believe the
current decline reflects healthy
consolidation after the recent
rally. As long as key support
levels hold, Bank Nifty may re-
sume its upward trend once
buying interest returns to the
banking space.

BPCL, HPCL and Other OMC Stocks Slip as
Investors Stay Cautious on Strait of Hormuz

Shares of oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) such as BPCL,
HPCL, and Indian Oil Corpora-
tion declined in early trade on
April 9, as investors remained
cautious over developments
surrounding the Strait of Hor-
muz. The uncertainty comes
ahead of planned US-Iran
talks, with conflicting signals
from geopolitical develop-
ments raising concerns that
any ceasefire or reopening of
the crucial shipping route may
be temporary.

The Strait of Hormuz is one
of the world’s most important
oil transit routes, handling a
significant portion of global
crude shipments. Any disrup-
tion or uncertainty around the
region tends to influence crude
oil prices sharply, which in
turn affects oil marketing com-
panies. Investors remained
wary as Tehran warned of pos-
sible retaliation, adding to con-
cerns that the situation could

remain volatile despite expec-
tations of reopening.

As a result, shares of major
OMCs came under selling pres-
sure. BPCL, HPCL, and Indian
0Oil Corporation declined dur-
ing the session, reflecting cau-
tious sentiment in the sector.
Market participants preferred
to book profits after recent
gains, particularly as the
stocks had rallied earlier on
hopes of easing geopolitical

ara
Petrolaum
—

energising Lives

tensions and falling crude
prices.

Oil marketing companies are
especially sensitive to crude
price volatility. When crude oil
prices rise sharply, these com-
panies face margin pressure,
as they may not be able to fully
pass on higher costs to con-
sumers. Conversely, falling
crude prices typically support
their margins. The uncertain-
ty surrounding the Strait of

Hormuz has therefore created
a mixed outlook for the sector.

Broader market sentiment
also remained cautious, with
investors closely tracking geo-
political developments in the
Middle East. The situation is
expected to keep crude prices
volatile, which could continue
to impact oil marketing stocks
in the near term.

Analysts suggest that inves-
tors should watch crude oil
price trends and geopolitical
developments carefully. Any
sustained reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz could im-
prove sentiment, while re-
newed tensions may trigger
further pressure on OMC
stocks.Overall, the decline in
BPCL, HPCL, and other oil
marketing companies reflects
investor caution amid geopo-
litical uncertainty, with the
sector likely to remain volatile
until clarity emerges on global
oil supply conditions.
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Sunil Gavaskar Defends David Miller After 0ne-Rn artbrak inIPL2026

ricket legend Sunil

Gavaskar has defended

David Miller following

his team’s narrow one-

run defeat in the Indi-
an Premier League 2026,
saying the South African
batter should not be blamed
for the loss.

The dramatic finish saw
Miller fall short while chas-
ing a modest target, leading
to criticism from fans and
pundits. However, Gavaskar
pointed out that focusing
solely on the final moment
overlooks the bigger picture
of the match. He empha-
sized that losses in close
contests are usually the re-
sult of mistakes across all
40 overs rather than one
player’s performance in the

closing stages.

Gavaskar explained that
several opportunities earli-
er in the game could have
changed the outcome.
Missed catches, dot balls,
and lack of intent in the
middle overs all contributed
to the narrow defeat. Ac-
cording to him, blaming
Miller alone is unfair when
the entire team had chances
to put the game beyond
reach.

The former India captain
also noted that Miller had
shown composure under
pressure and tried to take
the game deep, which is of-
ten the best strategy in tight
run chases. He added that
finishing games in high-
pressure situations is never
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easy, especially when the re-
quired run rate climbs and
field placements become
more aggressive.

Gavaskar further stressed
that cricket is a team sport
and victories or defeats can-
not be pinned on a single
player. He highlighted that
players who take responsi-
bility in crunch moments
deserve support rather than
criticism, even if the result
doesn’t go their way.

The thrilling match once
again highlighted the un-
predictable nature of the
IPL, where games frequent-
ly go down to the final ball.
Such close encounters often
spark debates about deci-
sion-making, batting order,
and strategy, but Gavaskar

urged fans to appreciate the
overall contest instead of
targeting individuals.

Despite the heartbreak-
ing loss, Gavaskar believes
Miller’s approach was cor-
rect and praised his calm-
ness under pressure. He
also said that such experi-
ences can strengthen play-
ers mentally and help them
perform better in future
matches.

The one-run defeat added
another dramatic chapter to
IPL 2026, with Gavaskar’s
remarks offering a balanced
perspective — reminding
fans that in cricket, the re-
sult is shaped by the entire
team’s performance, not
just the final shot.

Mukul Choudhary Powers

LSG to Thrillin

n a nail-biting Indian Pre-
mier League 2026 clash at
Eden Gardens, the Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) secured
a dramatic three-wicket vic-
tory over the Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR), thanks to a sen-
sational late innings by young
batter Mukul Choudhary. The
match went down to the final
delivery, providing fans with a
high-octane finish to remem-
ber.Chasing a competitive tar-
get of 182, LLSG faced a tense
battle as wickets tumbled at
crucial stages. Ayush Badoni
anchored the innings with a
gritty 54 off 34 balls, holding
the chase together and provid-
ing stability under pressure.
His composed batting set the
stage for Choudhary to turn
the game in LSG’s favor.houd-
hary’s innings was a master-
class in calculated aggression.
Coming in with the equation
favoring KKR, he smashed an
unbeaten 54 off just 27 balls,
finishing the match in style
and guiding LSG home. His
timely boundaries and smart
running between the wickets
highlighted his growing repu-
tation as a clutch performer.

=

KKR had earlier posted 181
for 4, thanks to steady contri-
butions from Angkrish Raghu-
vanshi (45) and Ajinkya Ra-
hane (41). Their innings laid a
strong foundation, but they
were unable to contain the late
surge from LSG’s batting line-
up.On the bowling front, KKR’s
Anukul Roy and Vaibhav Aro-
ra claimed two wickets each,
but their efforts were undone
by the explosive finish from
Choudhary and the supporting
batsmen. LSG’s bowlers had
earlier kept the game within
reach, making the final overs a
tense affair.The victory
strengthens LSG’s position in
the IPL points table and under-

"Joke Of The Century": Babar Azam,
MarnusLabuschagne's Peace
Gesture Sparks Internet Trolls

akistan Super League 2026
witnessed an unusual pre-
match moment that quick-
ly went viral, but not for
the reasons organisers
had hoped. A peace gesture in-
volving Babar Azam and Mar-
nusLabuschagne ahead of a
PSL clash triggered heavy
trolling across social media.

Before the match between
Peshawar Zalmi and Hy-
derabad Kingsmen, captains
Babar Azam and MarnusLa-
buschagne, along with league
officials, released a white dove
as a symbol of peace. The ges-
ture was reportedly organised
following recent geopolitical
developments and a ceasefire
announcement involving glob-
al tensions.

However, instead of being
appreciated, the act drew wide-
spread criticism online. Many
users labelled the gesture as
unnecessary and awkward,
with some calling it the “joke
of the century.” Social media
platforms were flooded with
memes and sarcastic com-
ments, as fans questioned the
relevance of such a symbolic
move in a cricket match.

The trolling intensified fur-
ther when developments
around the ceasefire reported-
ly changed shortly after the
ceremony. This timing led to
more ridicule, with critics
mocking the league for at-
tempting a dramatic gesture
tied to sensitive global issues.
The moment quickly gained
traction online and became
one of the most talked-about
incidents from the PSL
season.

Despite the backlash, the
gesture appeared to be intend-
ed as a goodwill message pro-
moting peace. However, the in-
ternet reaction highlighted
how such symbolic acts in
sporting events can sometimes
backfire, especially when
linked to complex geopolitical
situations.

The incident adds to a grow-
ing list of viral moments from
PSL 2026, with the tournament
repeatedly grabbing attention
for off-field happenings. While
organisers aimed to deliver a
positive message, the reaction
demonstrated how quickly
public sentiment can shift in
the age of social media.

Win Over KKR

|

scores the emergence of Mukul
Choudhary as a rising star in
the league. His performance
not only delivered the win but
also provided a blueprint for
finishing under pressure, a
skill every team covets in the
T20 format.For KKR, the loss is
a tough blow in their early-sea-
son campaign, highlighting in-
consistencies that could affect
their playoff ambitions. The
thrilling encounter, filled with
high stakes and dramatic
twists, will be remembered as
one of the standout chases of
IPL 2026, showcasing the ex-
citement and unpredictability
that the tournament consist-

ently delivers.
v . t K

akistan captain Babar

Azam lost his cool during a

press conference after a re-

porter compared him with

ViratKohli and questioned
his ability to finish matches.
The incident occurred following
a Pakistan Super League 2026
match where Babar failed to
take his team across the line de-
spite getting a solid start.Lead-
ing Peshawar Zalmi, Babar
scored 43 runs off 37 balls while
chasing a modest target of 146
against Hyderabad Kingsmen.
However, he was unable to fin-
ish the game, and the match
went down to the final ball be-
fore his team eventually se-
cured victory. During the post-
match press conference, a
reporter asked Babar about
comparisons with Kohli, point-

From Guyana to RCB: Roﬁ1ari
Reflects on

est Indies all-rounder

Romario Shepherd has

opened up about his in-

spiring journey from

humble beginnings in
Guyana to representing Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in IPL
2026. The hard-hitting all-
rounder reflected on his early
struggles, inspirations, and the
experience of playing along-
side some of the biggest names
in world cricket.

Shepherd, who grew up in
Linden, Guyana, recalled how
his love for cricket started in
modest surroundings. With
limited resources, he and his
friends improvised using
wooden pieces as bats and
makeshift balls. Playing bare-
foot on rough surfaces was
common, and injuries were
part of the learning process.

Yuvraj Singh Recalls Cancer Battle:
“Doctors Said | Had 3-6 Months To Live”

ormer India all-rounder

Yuvraj Singh has opened

up about the most difficult

phase of his life, revealing

that doctors once told him
he had just three to six months
to live during his battle with
cancer. The shocking progno-
sis came at a time when he was
trying to establish himself in
Test cricket and preparing for
a tour of Australia.

Yuvraj shared that the diag-
nosis left him stunned, as
thoughts about mortality im-
mediately crossed his mind. He
recalled waiting years for a
regular spot in the Test side
and being desperate to play on
the Australia tour when he re-
ceived the devastating news.
Doctors then asked him to
choose between continuing to
play cricket or immediately
starting treatment.

Despite the severity of his
condition, Yuvraj initially
wanted to keep playing. He ex-
plained that he wasn’t sure
how much time he had left and
wanted to make the most of his

cricketing career. However,
medical advice made it clear
that delaying treatment could
be life-threatening, especially
as the tumour was located be-
tween his lungs and heart and
was pressing on vital nerves.
Eventually, Yuvraj travelled
to the United States for treat-
ment as his condition wors-
ened. He underwent chemo-
therapy and fought through a
physically and emotionally ex-

hausting period. The cricketer
also recalled how his doctor
encouraged him with reassur-
ing words, telling him he would
walk out as someone who had
never had cancer — a state-
ment that gave him confidence
and hope.

Yuvraj’s battle with cancer
became one of cricket’s most
inspiring comeback stories. Af-
ter completing treatment, he
returned to international

cricket in 2012, defying the
grim prognosis he had initially
received. His resilience and de-
termination continue to in-
spire fans and athletes around
the world.

The 2011 World Cup hero’s
revelation highlights not just
his achievements on the field,
but also his courage off it —
proving that his greatest vic-
tory may have been his fight
against cancer.

ar Azam Loses Gool After

hliCo

ing out that the Indian star of-
ten finishes matches in similar
situations. The question ap-
peared to frustrate Babar, who
dismissed the comparison and
called it a misconception.Re-
sponding sharply, Babar said
the comparisons should stop
and insisted that he has fin-
ished many matches in his ca-
reer. He urged the reporter to
move on and not draw parallels
between him and Kohli. The Pa-
kistan batter has frequently
faced criticism regarding his
strike rate and finishing ability
in limited-overs cricket, par-
ticularly in T20s. Despite being
one of Pakistan’s most consist-
ent batters, critics have often
questioned his approach in run
chases and his ability to acceler-
ate in crucial moments. In the

Despite the challenges, these
early experiences shaped his
determination and passion for
the game. Interestingly, Shep-
herd revealed he was not al-
ways known for his power-hit-
ting. In one of his early
matches, he scored 129 runs
across 40 overs without hitting

parison By Re

ongoing PSL season, Babar has
scored 82 runs in two matches at
a strike rate of over 126, but his
boundary count has remained
relatively low, which has fur-
ther fueled the debate around
his finishing ability. The ex-
change quickly went viral on
social media, with fans divided
over the reporter’s question and
Babar’s reaction. While some
supported Babar for defending
himself, others believed com-
parisons with top players like
Kohli are inevitable given their
similar batting styles.The inci-
dent once again highlights the
constant scrutiny faced by mod-
ern cricket stars, especially
when comparisons involve play-
ers like Kohli, who is widely re-
garded as one of the best finish-
ers in world cricket.

-

porter

0 Shepherd‘

His Cricket Journey

a single six. At that stage, his
focus was more on finding gaps
and building innings rather
than clearing the boundary.
Over time, however, his game
evolved into that of a destruc-
tive all-rounder. A major influ-
ence on Shepherd’s career was
fellow West Indies star Dwayne

Bravo. Watching Bravo domi-
nate matches with both bat and
ball inspired Shepherd to be-
come a multi-dimensional
player. He recalled how listen-
ing to radio commentary often
featured Bravo excelling in
multiple roles, which motivat-
ed him to develop similar
skills. Shepherd’s break-
through came in 2018 during
the Caribbean Premier League,
where his ability to bowl york-
ers and hit big shots caught at-
tention. One memorable mo-
ment came when he faced
Bravo for the first time and hit
him for a six, a significant
milestone against his child-
hood hero. Now part of RCB,
Shepherd expressed excite-
ment about being in a star-
studded dressing room. He
spoke warmly about team-

mates like ViratKohli and Tim
David, highlighting the friend-
ly and supportive atmosphere
within the squad. Shepherd
also noted that Kohli, known
for his intense on-field perso-
na, is surprisingly humorous
off the field. For Shepherd,
representing RCB carries spe-
cial meaning. Growing up,
many West Indies fans sup-
ported the franchise because
of legends like Chris Gayle.
Now wearing the same colours,
Shepherd described the fran-
chise as more than just a team,
calling it a family and acknowl-
edging the massive global fan-
base that comes with it. His
journey from a small yard in
Guyana to one of the IPL’s big-
gest franchises stands as a tes-
tament to perseverance, talent,
and ambition.
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Rajamouli-Mahesh Babu’s ‘Varanasi’ Story Leaked? Plot Promises Time-Travel MythologyAnd Global Stakes

he much-anticipat-
ed film featuring S.
S. Rajamouli and
Mahesh Babu con-
tinues to generate
massive buzz after re-
ports of the film’s story
being leaked online. Ti-
tled Varanasi, the big-
budget project is already
being described as one
of the most ambitious
films in Indian cinema.
According to the
leaked details, Mahesh
Babu will reportedly
play a character named
Rudhra, a devoted fol-
lower of Lord Shiva who
embarks on a dangerous
mission across different
timelines. The story is
said to revolve around

ﬂ,

Rudhra’s search for a
powerful cosmic artifact
hidden across centuries.
As he uncovers ancient
secrets, he discovers that
a mastermind is manip-
ulating events with the
aim of achieving global
domination.

The film is expected to
blend mythology, sci-
ence fiction, and time-
travel elements —a com-
bination rarely seen in
Indian cinema. The nar-
rative reportedly ex-
pands beyond India,
turning into a globe-trot-
ting adventure with
large-scale action se-
quences and historical
references.

Reports also suggest

that actor Prithviraj Su-
kumaran may play the
antagonist, with his
character believed to be
central to the global con-
flict in the film. Mean-
while, Priyanka Chopra
Jonas is expected to ap-
pear as a key female
lead, reportedly playing
a mysterious and power-
ful character named
Mandakini. Interesting-
1y, the film is also said to
include mythological
references, with Mahesh
Babu possibly appearing
as Lord Rama in a spe-
cial episode. These ele-
ments indicate that Ra-
jamouli is planning a
grand cinematic uni-
verse blending mytholo-

gy with futuristic
storytelling.

The film is currently
in production and is ex-
pected to release in 2027.
While the makers have
kept official plot details
under wraps, the alleged
leak has only heightened
excitement among fans
worldwide. Given Ra-
jamouli’s track record
with films like Baahu-
bali and RRR, expecta-
tions are sky-high. If the
leaked storyline turns
out to be accurate, Vara-
nasi could redefine the
scale of Indian filmmak-
ing with its ambitious
blend of mythology, ad-
venture, and global
storytelling.

HansikaMotwani Files
2 Crore Defamation Case
Against Sister-in-Law

Actress HansikaMotwani
has filed a 2 crore defamation
case against her estranged sis-
ter-in-law Muskan Nancy
James, escalating an ongoing
family dispute into a legal bat-
tle. The case has been filed in a
Mumbai sessions court after
the actress alleged that false
accusations were made against
her.According to reports, Mus-
kan Nancy James had earlier
accused Hansika and her
brother Prashant Motwani of
domestic violence and harass-
ment. Hansika has denied
these allegations, calling them
baseless and defamatory. In re-
sponse, she approached the
court seeking 2 crore in dam-
ages and requested a public
apology.

The actress has also sought a
restraining order to prevent
her sister-in-law from making
further statements against her.
The legal move comes amid an

ongoing family dispute that
has drawn public attention in
recent months.

Reports suggest that the con-
troversy may also be linked to
a financial disagreement in-
volving 27 lakh. Hansika re-
portedly claimed that the accu-
sations surfaced during this
dispute, further intensifying
tensions between the two fami-
lies. HansikaMotwani, who
has worked in several Telugu
and Tamil films, has recently
been focusing on female-cen-
tric roles. Despite fluctuations
in her career, she continues to
remain active in the film in-
dustry. Meanwhile, the legal
battle with her sister-in-law
hasnow added another layer of
controversy to her personal
life. With the case now in court,
further developments are ex-
pected in the coming weeks as
both sides prepare to present
their arguments.

‘Jailer 2’ Faces Challenge in
Locking Star-Studded Gameos

Superstar Rajinikanth’s
highly anticipated sequel Jail-
er 2 is creating massive buzz,
but the makers are reportedly
facing challenges in finalising
big-ticket guest appearances.
Directed by Nelson Dilipku-
mar, the film aims to replicate
the blockbuster success of the
first installment with even big-
ger surprises.

The original Jailer became a
huge hit largely due to its pow-
erful cameo appearances, espe-
cially by Mohanlal and Shiva
Rajkumar, whose entry scenes
created a frenzy in theatres.
Hoping to recreate that magic,
Nelson planned to bring more
big stars into the sequel. How-
ever, things have not gone as
expected.

Reports suggest that Nanda-
muriBalakrishna was initially
considered for a powerful guest
role. There was strong indus-
try buzz that he had even
agreed to appear, but the plan
reportedly fell through due to
date issues or script changes.

Following this, Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan
was also approached for a cam-
eo. However, he is currently
busy with his own film King
and is said to have declined the
offer. Meanwhile, there are also
reports that a potential role in-
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Volvmg Vijay Sethupathi may
have been dropped.

Interestingly, the film’s
shooting is already nearing
completion, and the release an-
nouncement is expected soon.
Despite this, the makers are
still trying to lock in a major
star for a surprise appearance.
This has created curiosity
around whether the team will
bring in new names or proceed
with the existing lineup.

Even with these challenges,
expectations remain sky-high
for Jailer 2. Fans are confident
that Rajinikanth’s signature
style and Nelson’s mass-enter-
tainment approach will deliver
another blockbuster, regard-
less of cameo additions.

Massive Paychecks for ‘Raaka’: Allu Arjun,
Atlee Command Record Remuneratlons

he upcoming pan-India

film Raaka, starring Allu

Arjun and directed by

Atlee, is already making

headlines even before pro-
duction begins. The film is re-
portedly being mounted on a
massive scale, with industry
buzz suggesting that a signifi-
cant portion of the overall
budget is being allocated to
star remunerations.

The project is being pro-
duced by Kalanithi Maran un-
der the banner of Sun Pictures.
According to reports, the film’s
total budget is expected to
range between 800 crore and
900 crore, making it one of the
most expensive Indian films
ever planned. What has sur-
prised many is that nearly half
of this amount could go toward
paying the lead actor, director,
and key technicians.

Sources suggest that Allu Ar-
jun is likely to receive a record-
breaking remuneration for
Raaka, following the phenom-
enal success of his recent films
and his growing pan-India ap-
peal. His popularity across

multiple markets, especially
after the blockbuster success
of Pushpa, has significantly
boosted his market value. As a
result, producers are report-
edly willing to invest heavily in
securing his presence for the
ambitious project.

Director Atlee, who has de-
livered several commercial
hits and gained nationwide
recognition, is also expected to
receive a substantial paycheck.
Known for his large-scale sto-
rytelling and mass-appeal
films, Atlee’s involvement has
further raised expectations for
Raaka. The film is said to fea-
ture high-octane action se-
quences, grand visuals, and a
global-level production scale.

Apart from the lead actor

and director,
the film is ex-
pected to in-
clude top-tier
technicians and
possibly inter-
national talent,
which will fur-
ther add to the
overall produc-
tion cost. Re-
ports also indicate that the
makers are planning extensive
shooting schedules across mul-
tiple international locations,
reinforcing the film’s grand vi-
sion.With such a massive budg-
et and star-studded team,
Raaka is shaping up to be one
of the most ambitious projects
in Indian cinema. While offi-
cial announcements regarding
cast, storyline, and release date
are still awaited, the buzz
around remuneration figures
alone has already created enor-
mous anticipation among fans.

If the reports turn out to be
accurate, Raaka could set new
benchmarks not only in terms
of scale but also in the econom-
ics of Indian filmmaking.

Varun Tej’s ‘Korean Kanakaraju’
First Single To Release On Aprll 11

The makers of Korean
Kanakaraju, starring Varun
Tej, have announced that the
film’s first single will be re-
leased on April 11. The an-
nouncement was made through
afun promotional video featur-
ing Varun Tej along with direc-
tor Merlapaka Gandhi and mu-
sic composer S. Thaman.

In the video, the team hu-
morously discussed expecta-
tions for the songs, with Varun
Tej asking Thaman to deliver
music on the scale of block-
buster albums. The light-heart-
ed conversation has already
generated curiosity among
fans, building excitement
ahead of the first song’s re-
lease. Korean Kanakaraju is
being made as an Indo-Korean
horror comedy, a genre that
blends humor with supernatu-
ral elements. The film features
RitikaNayak as the female

Ram Charan’s ‘Peddi’ Release Likely \
Delayed Over Pending Special Song |

Ram Charan’s much-antic-
ipated film Peddi is report-
edly facing another delay,
with the makers now work-
ing on a revised release date.
The film was initially sched-
uled to hit theatres on April
30, but recent developments
suggest that meeting the
deadline may be difficult.

According to reports, the
delay is mainly due to a
pending special song that is
yet to be filmed. While the set
for the song is already com-
pleted, the team is still strug-
gling to finalize the actress
who will appear in the num-
ber. This unresolved casting
issue has slowed down the
film’s final schedule.

Meanwhile, Ram Charan
reportedly travelled to Jam-
nagar to attend AnantAm-
bani’s birthday celebrations.
Before leaving, the actor is
said to have asked the team
to lock the actress quickly so
that the song shoot could be
completed as soon as he re-

lead, while comedian Satya
plays a key supporting role.
The unique India-Korea back-
drop is expected to be one of
the film’s major highlights.

The music for the film is
composed by S. Thaman, and
the upcoming track is report-
edly titled “Kamsahamnida,”
marking the beginning of the
film’s promotional campaign.
The makers are planning to
gradually roll out promotional
content following the first sin-
gle launch.

Directed by Merlapaka Gan-
dhi, Korean Kanakaraju has
already generated strong buzz
due to its unusual concept and
international backdrop. Por-
tions of the film were also shot
in South Korea, adding to the
cross-cultural appeal of the
project. With the first single set
to release on April 11, the pro-
motional campaign for Korean

no official confir-
mation regarding
her involvement.
At the same
time, director Bu-
chiBabu Sana is
currently in Chen-
nai working with
music composer A.R.
Rahman on the back-
ground score. Produc-
er Venkata Satish

Kanakaraju
is offi-
cially
under-
way, and
fans are ea-
gerly waiting
to see what \

the team
\ N

has in store.

\ ‘\:_nl._'

turns. The special song re-
portedly requires only two
days of filming, but the cast-
ing delay has created uncer-
tainty around the release
timeline. Earlier, actress
Mrunal Thakur was rumor-
ed to be part of the special
number. However, the plan
reportedly did not material-
ize due to remuneration is-
sues. Later, another name —
Manasa Varanasi — started
circulating, but there is still

Kilaru is also report- il
edly in discussions with J
Netflix regarding re-
vised release plans.

Peddi, starring Ram
Charan and Janhvi Ka-
poor, has been generat-
ing significant buzz as
one of the biggest up-
coming Telugu films.
However, with the spe-
cial song yet to be shot
and post-production
still underway, fans
may have to wait a
little longer for the
film’s release.
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Samantha Praises Supriya,
Shares Emotional Note
Ahead Of ‘Dacoit’ Release

ctress Samantha Ruth

Prabhu showered

praise on producer Su-

priyaYarlagadda

ahead of the release of
the film Dacoit. Samantha
took to social media to ap-
preciate Supriya’s dedica-
tion and hard work behind
the project, expressing con-
fidence that the film would
achieve blockbuster
success.

The film Dacoit, starring
AdiviSesh and Mrunal
Thakur, is directed by Sha-
neilDeo and produced un-
der the SS Creations banner.
The romantic action thrill-
er is set for theatrical re-
lease this week, creating
strong anticipation among
audiences.

In her heartfelt Insta-
gram post, Samantha wrote
that she had personally wit-
nessed the effort and pas-
sion Supriya invested in the

film.

She highlighted Supriya’s
perseverance and commit-
ment, stating that she truly
deserves a blockbuster. Sa-
mantha also extended her
best wishes for the film’s
success and hoped that Su-
priya would continue to re-
ceive blessings for her
efforts.

The film also features
filmmaker and actor Anur-
ag Kashyap in a negative
role, adding further curios-
ity around the project. The
movie is being promoted as
a romantic action thriller
with high expectations from
fans and industry insiders
alike.

Meanwhile, SupriyaYarl-
agadda recently relaunched
the SS Creations banner
and introduced a redesigned
logo during the film’s pre-
release event. She revealed
that the logo carries person-
al elements connected to
her family, including sym-
bolic references to her
grandparents and child-
hood memories. According

. to her, the logo represents
k. herjourney and emotion-

, al connection to film-
. making, and it took
early two years to
complete.

With Samantha’s
support and growing
buzz, Dacoit has
fcained additional
. momentum ahead of
lits release, raising ex-
pectations for a
strong opening at
the box office.



