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A SMALL NATION THAT REWROTE HISTORY

hen global superpowers

like the United States

and Israel—known for

having some of the most

powerful military forces
in the world—stand united,
many countries tend to surren-
der within weeks. But Iran did
not. For 40 days, it withstood at-
tack after attack, enduring each
strike, and ultimately stood tall
before the world.

On February 28, 2026, the
United States and Israel report-
edly launched sudden strikes
on Iran. In these attacks, Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
was said to have been killed.
Military bases and government
buildings were destroyed. The
attackers believed this would
break Iran. But what followed
was entirely different.

Even without leadership,
Iran’s military did not take a
step back. Missiles were
launched into the sky. Drones
crossed borders. Iran’s resist-
ance had begun.

Using ballistic missiles and
drone swarms, Iran turned
time itself into a strategic
weapon. Its goals included ex-
hausting Israel’s interceptor re-
serves and inflicting continu-
ous economic damage. Instead
of launching one massive at-
tack, Iran chose relentless, sus-
tained pressure—wearing down
the enemy over time. This strat-
egy proved effective in the war.

Meanwhile, Iran disrupted

traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz, causing Brent crude
oil prices to rise above $100 per
barrel. Gulf nations also faced
Iranian strikes. Concerns over
the global economy began to
grow. With a single move, Iran
shook the global oil market,
demonstrating that it could dis-
rupt the world economy if
attacked.

According to analysts, the
war turned into a major setback
for the United States. Eventu-
ally, the White House sought a
way out and opted for a cease-
fire. In other words, it stepped
back from the conflict. The U.S.
reportedly called for reopening
Hormuz and initiating talks.
However, Iran responded by de-
manding that its conditions be
reviewed first.

With limited options, the
United States agreed to Iran’s
terms. Iran also arranged a di-
rect negotiation meeting in Is-
lamabad. In this way, Iran man-
aged to assert its position in
nearly every aspect—standing
firm even against a
Superpower.

Following the ceasefire an-
nouncement, large crowds gath-
ered in the streets of Tehran
and Baghdad. Iranian leaders
declared that the war had ended
on their own terms.

This was not just a cease-
fire—it was a moment that dem-
onstrated how a smaller nation
can stand strong even before a
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Iran War 2026
Timeline Highlights
Feh 28, 2026 War begins

March 1318, 2026
— Civilian impact rises

US & Israel launch major
airstrikes on Iran

Major casualties reported on
both sides

Infrastructure damage:

Operation targets:

Airports shut

Nuclear sites

Power disruptions

Military bases

Large-scale evacuations begin

Leadership compounds

This marks the official
start of the war.

March 19-24, 2026
- Economic shock

Global oil prices surge

March 1-3, 2026
—First retaliation

Trade routes disrupted

Iran fires:

Shipping companies avoid
conflict zones

Ballistic missiles

Drones toward Israel and US
bases

March 25-31, 2026
- Intensified strikes

Air defense systems activated
across the region

Continued air raids by US &
Israel

March 4-7,2026
- Rapid escalation

Iran increases long-
range missile attacks

War spreads to nearby countries:

Cyberattacks and electronic
warfare reported

Gulf nations on alert

Oil facilities targeted

April 1-5, 2026
—War peak phase

Shipping risks rise in the Strait
of Hormuz

Heavy bombardment across
multiple regions

March 8-12, 2026 -
Regional conflict expands

Increased international concern

Proxy groups join:

Diplomatic pressure for ceasefire
rises

Hezbollah attacks from Lebanon

April 6-8, 2026 — Ceasefire efforts

Israel responds with heavy
strikes in Lebanon

Talks begin for stopping the war

Missile/drone activity seen
across multiple countries

Partial/temporary ceasefire
announced

Some attacks still reported

superpower. The lessons from
these 40 days are clear: even
without a supreme leader, Iran
did not stop fighting. It did not
lose its resolve. Rather than a
single large strike, continuous
pressure wore down its adver-
saries—that was Iran’s strategy.
The closure of Hormuz shook
the world. Ultimately, Iran en-
tered negotiations with its own
set of conditions, showcasing
its diplomatic strength.The
next two weeks are considered
crucial. Will this lead to genu-
ine diplomacy, or will tensions

rise again? That remains to be
seen.In the end, for 40 days, Iran
faced the United States, Israel,
and much of the world at once.
It did not bow. It achieved a
ceasefire on its own terms.
While Iran may face criticism
regarding regional instability
and alleged support for militan-
cy, its ability to stand firm in
war against powerful nations is
seen as remarkable.This epi-
sode may go down in history as
a rare moment when a smaller
nation pushed back against a
global superpower.

ChandrababuTargets 1.12 Grore
Pattadar Passhooks hy March 2027

Amaravati, April 8 | TPN
Bureau

Centre Clears DPR for
Secretariat in Amaravati

Amaravati, April 8 | TPN
Bureau

In a major boost to Andhra
Pradesh's capital development
plans, the Central Government
has approved a key project for
Amaravati — the construction
of a Common Central Secre-
tariat and residential quarters
for central government em-
ployees, at a total estimated
cost of Rs 2,534 crore.

The Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) has sub-
mitted the Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) to the Union Cabi-
net for final approval. Of the
total outlay, Rs 1,299.08 crore
has been earmarked for the
Common Central Secretariat
building, which will house var-
ious central government offic-
es, while Rs 1,234.91 crore is al-
located for constructing
multi-storey residential com-
plexes for central employees
working out of Amaravati.

The Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority (CRDA) has al-
located 22.53 acres for the pro-
ject. Of this, 5.53 acres will be

used for the Secretariat build-
ing and the remaining 17 acres
for the residential complex.
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has already
given her approval to the hous-
ing ministry's proposal, fur-
ther accelerating the project's
clearance process.

Union Minister Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar has been
closely coordinating with offi-
cials on the project's progress.
Additionally, HUDCO has an-
nounced plans to construct an
International Convention Cen-
tre on a separate 10-acre plot in
Amaravati, further strengthen-
ing the capital's infrastructure
credentials.

The development is seen as a
strong affirmation of the Cen-
tre's commitment to Amarava-
ti as Andhra Pradesh's capital,
coming on the heels of recent
constitutional recognition
granted to the city. State offi-
cials expressed confidence that
the project would significantly
enhance Amaravati's status as
a fully functional administra-
tive capital.

ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu has announced a
series of landmark deci-
sions for the state's reve-
nue sector, pledging major re-
lief to an estimated 75 lakh
poor families across the state.

Chairing a high-level review
of the Revenue Department,
CM Chandrababu set a clear
target: the distribution of 1.12
crore Pattadar Passbooks must
be completed by March 2027.
The passbooks are critical land
ownership documents for
farmers and landowners, and
their large-scale distribution is
seen as a decisive step toward
securing land rights for mil-
lions of citizens.

Among the key decisions an-
nounced, the Chief Minister
directed that 1.37 lakh acres of
Village Service Inam lands be
removed from the 22A list — a
register of lands restricted
from registration — thereby
unlocking them for legitimate
use. He further stated that an-
other one lakh acres under oth-
er service inam categories
should also be freed from
restrictions.

To facilitate this land libera-
tion process, a new law will be
enacted specifically for freeing
Service Inam lands. This legis-
lative move is expected to pro-
vide a long-term legal frame-
work for resolving decades-old
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land disputes and irregulari-
ties in the state.

In another significant direc-
tive, the Chief Minister or-
dered that every house allotted
under housing schemes prior
to 2016 must be registered in
the name of its rightful benefi-
ciary. This move aims to en-
sure that thousands of housing
scheme beneficiaries receive
clear legal ownership of their
homes — a long-pending de-
mand from poor and marginal-
ized communities.The an-
nouncements signal a strong
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push by the Telugu Desam Par-
ty-led government to stream-
line land records, eliminate
bureaucratic bottlenecks, and
deliver tangible benefits to the
rural poor ahead of the 2027
deadline. Officials have been
tasked with drawing up a con-
crete action plan to meet each
of the targets set by the Chief
Minister.The decisions were
welcomed by farming commu-
nities and housing scheme ben-
eficiaries, who have long await-
ed formal documentation of
their land and property rights.
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“Immature

psychological
strategy gun

ormer Chief Minister Y. S.

Jagan Mohan Reddy and

his party, YSRC, are play-

ing a psychological game

with the state for their own
political advantage. At the cost
of the state’s welfare, they are
using this as a strategy to make
the Alliance government fail.
As Amaravati has now become
an officially gazetted capital of
Andhra Pradesh, it is clearly a
major victory for the Alliance
led by TDP.

If this sentiment spreads
among the people, it will cer-
tainly affect the recovery of
YSRC in the state. That is why
YSRC appears to have devised
this immaturity Strategy —to
downplay the Alliance’s victo-
ry and weaken the confidence
of both the public and inves-
tors. Their intention seems to
be to discourage investors and
create doubt among people by
making them believe that there
could be a change of capital if
Mr. Jaganmohan Reddy re-
turns to power.

When TDP came to power af-
ter the state’s bifurcation, it
introduced the concept of Am-
aravati and initiated its devel-
opment. However, due to finan-
cial constraints and the
ambitious scale of Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s vision, the project
could not be completed by 2019.
Subsequently, YSRC came to
power and halted all activities
related to Amaravati. Jagan-
mohan Reddy, who has often
been reluctant even to mention
Amaravati by name, attempted
in various ways to curb its de-
velopment. He proposed the
three-capital model under the
banner of decentralization,

which ultimately failed, and
the people voted against it in
2024.

After returning to power, the
Alliance government under
the leadership of Chandraba-
bu Naidu restarted the devel-
opment of Amaravati. Howev-
er, investors expressed
concerns about the possibility
of Jaganmohan Reddy return-
ing to power and potentially
halting the project again. To
address these concerns, Chan-
drababu Naidu pushed for-
ward the process of issuing a
Gazette Notification for Am-
aravati, which has now been
successfully completed.

This is why Jaganmohan
Reddy now appears to be at-
tempting to undermine the
confidence of both the public
and investors. When he intro-
duced the term “MAVIGUN,” it
was widely ridiculed, with nu-
merous trolls and memes cir-
culating on social media. De-
spite this, he continued to
promote the concept through
party leaders, and even media
channels supportive of him
conducted debates to popular-
ize it.

Now, it has become clear to
many that YSRC is attempting
to weaken the Amaravati con-
cept and create challenges for
the Alliance government. How-
ever, it appears that this strat-
egy has not succeeded. On the
contrary, it has significantly
damaged their image. Some in-
tellectuals have even re-
marked: “We are witnessing a
global leader who creates wars
at the cost of the world, and a
state leader who creates confu-
sion at the cost of the state.”
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triggers concerns in
SSC spot valuation

K Kalyan Krishna K

While the Class 10 (SSC) pub-
lic examinations in March
-2026 in the state concluded
peacefully, the ongoing spot
valuation process has sparked
criticism from teachers across
the state. Despite officials
maintaining that arrange-
ments are smooth, teachers al-
lege that the recently intro-
duced tab-based evaluation
system has created significant
challenges. The contrasting
claims have raised questions
about the effectiveness of digi-
tal reforms in the evaluation
system.

The evaluation process,
which began on April 6, is
scheduled to continue until
April 15. This year, as many as
6,40,916 students appeared for
the examinations that conclud-
ed on April 1. To ensure timely
results, expected in the third or
fourth week of April, the gov-
ernment has mobilised nearly
30,000 to 35,000 teachers for val-
uation duties.

However, teachers claim that
the digital shift has added to
their burden rather than eas-
ing the process. According to
several teacher unions, poor-
quality tablets and inadequate
network connectivity at valua-
tion centres have slowed down
the evaluation. As a result,
many teachers are reportedly

forced to stay at centres until
late at night. In this regard,
STUAP leaders representing
teachers explained the details
in their representation submit-
ted to the Director of School
Education.

Relating to this, State Teach-
ers’ Union of AP president M.
Raghunath Reddy criticised
the system, stating that quality
devices and reliable internet
facilities must be ensured. He
suggested that tab-based mark-
ing should be limited to one or
two subjects as a pilot project
instead of full-scale
implementation.

Echoing similar concerns,
STUAP General Secretary L.
Sai Srinivas highlighted the in-
creased workload on special as-
sistants. He demanded en-
hanced remuneration,
additional staffing, and the
creation of a dedicated depart-
ment for tab-based mark
registration.

Meanwhile, speaking to
True Point, Director of Gov-
ernment Examinations K.V.
Srinivasulu Reddy dismissed
the concerns, stating that ini-
tial hiccups are common on the
first day of spot valuation. He
maintained that there are no
major issues with the tabs or
network and that the evalua-
tion process is proceeding
smoothly.
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Realistically, Shape India’s Future

Vijayawada, April 08, 2026
TPN Bureau:

Pawan Kalyan, addressing
students at the grand finale of
the Andhra University Cente-
nary Mega Cultural Fest,
urged the youth not to blindly
follow any ideology. Speaking
on Wednesday, he emphasized
that ideas should be evaluated
for relevance, practicality, and
long-term impact, rather than
accepted emotionally.

Calling education the most
powerful tool to transform the

world, Pawan Kalyan remind-
ed students that their knowl-
edge and talent must serve so-
ciety and the nation. He
highlighted Andhra Univer-
sity as a symbol of India’s her-
itage, built on three pillars:
intellect, culture, and nation-
building, and lauded its centu-
ry-long legacy of producing
thousands of leaders and
thinkers.

He explained the signifi-
cance of the university logo,
from the rising sun and lotus
representing knowledge and

prosperity, to the 64 petals
symbolizing India’s arts and
sciences, noting that students
are at the center of this herit-
age. Recalling global examples
like Nelson Mandela, he em-
phasized that youth energy,
creativity, and courage can
bring transformative change.

Pawan Kalyan urged stu-
dents to critically analyze ide-
ologies before following them,
asking whether they uphold
moral, constitutional, and na-
tional values. He reminded
that blindly following ideas

Chandrababu Naidu Reviews Roads and
Transport Infrastructurein Andhra Pradesh

Amaravati, 08 April 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu
conducted a high-level review
of roads and transport infra-
structure at the Secretariat, fo-
cusing on road maintenance,
pothole-free highways, and the
utilization of electric buses.

The meeting included minis-
ters BC Janardhan Reddy and
Mandipalli Ramprasad Reddy,
Transport Department Special
Chief Secretary Krishnababu,
RTC MD Balasubrahmanyam,
and other senior officials. The
Chief Minister directed that
all 45,000 km of state roads be
maintained in a robust and
consistent manner.

He emphasized planning
road construction based on ge-
ographical studies to ensure
durability and better connec-
tivity across regions. High-

’l?

lighting the importance of
public infrastructure, CM
Naidu stressed that improved
roads would provide citizens
with greater access to essential
services.

On public transport, the
Chief Minister instructed au-
thorities to introduce electric
buses in a cost-effective man-
ner to enhance mobility while
minimizing operational ex-
penses. He highlighted the dual

goal of providing affordable,
efficient public transport and
promoting sustainable, envi-
ronmentally friendly
solutions.

The review underscores the
state government’s commit-
ment to modernizing road net-
works and public transport
systems, ensuring safer,
smoother travel and wider ac-
cess to urban and rural
communities.

Home Minister Vangalapudi Anitha Attends Grievance
Cell, Assures Swift Action on Public Issues

Mangalagiri | April 08,
2026 TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Home Min-
ister Vangalapudi Anitha par-
ticipated in the grievance re-
dressal program held at the
TDP central office in Mangala-
giri, where she directly inter-
acted with citizens and lis-
tened to their concerns. The
initiative aimed at addressing
public issues promptly wit-
nessed a large turnout of vic-
tims and petitioners from
across the state.

During the program, the
Home Minister personally re-
ceived representations from
the people and patiently heard
their grievances. Responding
swiftly, she took immediate ac-
tion on several complaints by
contacting concerned officials,
including district Superinten-
dents of Police, collectors, and
senior authorities, over the
phone. She directed them to en-
sure quick resolution and de-
liver justice without delay.

Anitha emphasized that the
police system must remain ac-
countable to the people and en-
sure that victims are not forced
to repeatedly visit offices seek-
ing justice. She assured that
every petition submitted dur-
ing the grievance cell program

would be thoroughly reviewed
and appropriate action would
be taken.

Several victims who attend-
ed the program raised con-
cerns about alleged illegal cas-
es and harassment they faced
during the previous govern-
ment’s tenure. Others com-
plained about land encroach-
ments and lack of police
support in resolving such dis-
putes. The minister took seri-
ous note of these issues and
instructed officials to act re-
sponsibly and address them on
priority.

Women from different re-
gions also approached the min-
ister with complaints related
to harassment and safety con-
cerns. Reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment, Anitha
made it clear that there would

be zero tolerance towards
crimes against women and that
strict action would be taken
against offenders.

The grievance cell program
reflects the government’s ef-
fort to bridge the gap between
administration and the public
by offering a direct platform
for citizens to voice their is-
sues. With immediate interven-
tions and assurances from the
Home Minister, the initiative
brought relief and hope to
many who had been seeking
justice.

Officials stated that such
grievance redressal programs
would continue in the future,
ensuring that governance re-
mains transparent, responsive,
and people-centric across
Andhra Pradesh.

TDP Minister Nara Lokesh Holds
87th “Praja Darbar” in Mangalagiri

Mangalagiri, 08 April 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Telugu Desam Party Minis-
ter for Education and IT, Nara
Lokesh, held the 87th day of
his “Praja Darbar” at the TDP
central office in Mangalagiri,
assuring citizens that he
stands with those in distress.
Residents and party workers
presented their grievances di-
rectly to the minister, who re-
ceived them warmly and prom-
ised action.

Key issues raised included
the relocation of the South
Coast Railway operations and
the future of the Loco Pilots’
Gala (Secunderabad) depot in
Vijayawada. Staff requested
that the depot remain in Vi-
jayawada, citing uncertainty
caused by the proposed shift
from Kondapalli to Motamarri.
Around 500 families are report-
edly anxious over these
developments.

Representatives from Acha-

rya Nagarjuna University re-
quested regularization of dai-
ly-wage employees who have
served for 20 years. The AP
Hire Bus Owners Welfare As-
sociation appealed for replace-
ment of buses lost during
COVID-19.

Additionally, residents of
Gajulapalle village in Nandyal
district raised a land dispute

over 2.63 acres allegedly en-
croached by Shirigiri Chan-
dramouliswara Reddy.

Minister Nara Lokesh as-
sured all petitioners that their
concerns would be reviewed
carefully and that efforts would
be made to resolve their issues
efficiently, emphasizing a citi-
zen-focused approach to
governance.

can lead to adverse conse-
quences, citing historical les-
sons. He encouraged young
citizens to channel their skills
into social responsibility, in-
novation, and
nation-building.

Concluding, he called on
students to turn their ideas
into action, using determina-
tion and discipline to drive
meaningful change, and
stressed that the country’s fu-
ture rests on responsible,
thoughtful, and empowered
youth.
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TDP 3.0 Focuses on Performance, Cadre
Strengthening: Nara Lokesh

Amaravati | April 08, 2026
TPN Bureau

Nara Lokesh on Thursday
unveiled a major organization-
al revamp under the “TDP 3.0”
initiative, signaling a shift to-
wards performance-based lead-
ership within the Telugu Des-
am Party Addressing party
cadre during “Coffee with Cad-
re” training sessions, Lokesh
stressed that merit—not rec-
ommendations—will deter-
mine leadership roles at all lev-
els.He announced structural
reforms to ensure inclusivity
and renewal, stating that at
least 33 per cent of positions in
every term will be allocated to
new members. This move, he
said, will empower grassroots
workers and enable them to
rise through the ranks. “A vil-
lage-level worker should have
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the opportunity to reach the
politburo. Adapting to change
is essential for long-term rele-
vance,” he remarked.

Lokesh emphasized continu-
ous capacity building, intro-
ducing year-round training

programs across cluster, unit,
village, and mandal levels. De-
scribing the TDP as a “political
university,” he highlighted its
legacy in shaping leaders, in-
cluding several prominent fig-
ures in Telangana politics.

Reinforcing internal disci-
pline, Lokesh asserted that the
party’s strength lies above in-
dividuals. “No leader is perma-
nent; the party is permanent,”
he said, urging members to re-
solve differences internally. He
acknowledged engaging in in-
tense discussions with party
chief N. Chandrababu Naidu
to drive reforms.

Taking aim at Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy, Lokesh criti-
cized his leadership, while
praising Naidu for staying con-
nected with the public even af-
ter electoral setbacks.

Calling for preparedness
ahead of Mahanadu, Lokesh
urged cadre to actively engage
with people and strengthen
booth-level networks, particu-
larly in weaker segments, to
consolidate the party’s base.

Outsourcing Employees to Hold State-Level
Executive Meeting to Strengthen Unity

Vijayawada, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

In a significant move aimed
at consolidating the strength
and unity of outsourcing em-
ployees across Andhra
Pradesh, the Contract and Out-
sourcing Employees Associa-
tion (COEA-AP) is set to organ-
ize a state-level executive
committee meeting. The meet-
ing, scheduled for April 11,
2026, at the IMA Bhavan (A/C
Hall) on Eluru Road, Vijayawa-
da, will bring together key of-
fice bearers and members from
all 26 districts of the state.

The primary objective of
this assembly is to discuss is-
sues faced by outsourcing em-
ployees in various depart-
ments and to formulate a
concrete action plan to address
them. Alongside these discus-
sions, the meeting will also fo-
cus on the establishment of a
new state-level committee for
the association, a move seen as
crucial to enhancing organiza-
tional cohesion and represen-
tation at both district and state
levels.A statement from the
state committee emphasized
the importance of unity among
employees, stating that the par-
ticipation of all district presi-
dents, general secretaries, and

executive committee members
from different headquarters of-
fices is vital for the success of
the meeting. “Our goal is to
present a strong, unified front
to the government, ensuring
that the voice of outsourcing
employees is recognized and
their concerns addressed
promptly,” the statement read.

The meeting will be graced
by several prominent leaders
in the outsourcing employees’
community. Notable attendees
include Mr. Bopparaju, Chair-
man of AP JEC Amaravati; Mr.
P. Damodar Rao, Secretary
General of AP JEC Amaravati;
Mr. K. Suman, State President

of COEA-AP;
and Mr. Eedulu-
mudi Madhuba-
bu, General Sec-
retary of
COEA-AP. In ad-
dition, all mem-
bers of the AP
JEC Amaravati
state committee
are expected to
attend, further
highlighting the
significance of
the event.Over
the past few
years, outsourc-
ing employees
have faced a variety of chal-
lenges, ranging from delayed
payments to unclear service
rules and job insecurity. The
state-level meeting aims to ad-
dress these issues comprehen-
sively, providing a platform for
employees from diverse depart-
ments to voice their concerns,
propose solutions, and create
actionable strategies for long-
term improvements.

The leadership of COEA-AP
has emphasized that the meet-
ing is not only a platform to
discuss grievances but also an
opportunity to strengthen soli-
darity among outsourcing em-
ployees. By coming together in

a single forum, the association
hopes to demonstrate its collec-
tive strength to the govern-
ment, ensuring that employee
welfare is prioritized in policy
and administrative decisions.

The state committee has
called upon all district-level
presidents, general secretar-
ies, and executive members to
actively participate in the
event. Officials stress that the
success of the meeting will
rely on maximum attendance
and active engagement, as it
will serve as a benchmark for
future initiatives and organiza-
tional growth.As the date ap-
proaches, preparations are un-
derway to ensure the meeting
proceeds smoothly. The com-
mittee has extended a warm
invitation to all members, un-
derscoring the message that
“the unity of outsourcing em-
ployees must grow stronger,”
reflecting the association’s on-
going commitment to employ-
ee rights, welfare, and organi-
zational solidarity.

The April 11 meeting is wide-
ly expected to be a turning
point for outsourcing employ-
ees in Andhra Pradesh, setting
a roadmap for a more struc-
tured, united, and effective rep-
resentation across the state.

Minister Narayana Inspects Ramachandrapuram

Mumclpallty,Appro

Ambedkar Konaseema, April
9,2026 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Municipal
Administration Minister
Narayana visited Ramachan-
drapuram Municipality in
Ambedkar Konaseema district
to review ongoing infrastruc-
ture and development projects.
Accompanied by local public
representatives and officials,
the minister conducted a de-
tailed inspection of parks,
roads, drains, and vacant pub-
lic spaces.

During a review meeting at
the municipal office, Minister
Narayana directed the release
of 3 crore for multiple develop-
ment works. Of this, 1 crore is
allocated for park improve-
ments, 50 lakh for central di-
vider construction, and 1.5
crore for drain construction

across the town.

Minister Narayana empha-
sized the government’s com-
mitment to improving basic
amenities in all municipali-
ties. “In the past, due to admin-

istrative negligence, municipal
development remained stalled.
Our focus is on providing es-
sential facilities to every
household,” he stated. He fur-
ther announced that over the

ves 3 Grore Development Funds

next two years, safe drinking
water will be provided to every
home in municipal areas
through dedicated pipelines.
On drainage infrastructure,
the minister highlighted that
the state requires an invest-
ment of 14,000 crore to com-
plete construction across mu-
nicipalities. Priority will be
given to areas with higher pop-
ulation density to ensure effec-
tive water management and
sanitation.The minister con-
cluded by stressing that local
infrastructure development is
a cornerstone of sustainable
urban living and pledged con-
tinued oversight and funding
support to accelerate munici-
pal projects in the district.
The visit was attended by lo-
cal municipal officials, elected
representatives, and senior ad-
ministrative officers.
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Lokesh slams Jagan over ‘Mavigun’ remark

Amaravati, April 8 | TPN
Bureau

A fresh political war of
words has erupted in
Andhra Pradesh after YS-
RCP chief YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy once again defended
his controversial "Mavigun"
remark, drawing a sharp
and sarcastic counter from
state minister Nara
Lokesh.

The row centres around
comments Jagan made at an
internal party meeting in
Tadepalli, set against the
backdrop of Amaravati re-
ceiving constitutional recog-
nition as the state capital. At
the meeting, Jagan not only
stood by his "Mavigun" slo-
gan but also made disparag-

/ 1
ing remarks directed at
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu.

Responding swiftly on so-
cial media, Minister Lokesh
dismantled the term letter
by letter. He offered a point-
ed interpretation — "Ma"
stands for illusion (Maya),
"Vi" for destruction (Vidh-
vamsam), and "Gun" for cha-

K
il
os and gun culture — sarcas-
tically asking whether this
was the true meaning be-
hind Jagan's slogan. He
tagged his post with #Mavi-
gunMavayya and
#HistoricAmaravatiResolu-
tion.

Jagan also made several
provocative statements at
the meeting, including

threats against a media
house owner and claims that
CM Chandrababu's policies
were pushing the state to-
ward losing its capital. He
further warned that YS-
RCP's upcoming padayatra
would put the TDP on the
back foot.

The ruling alliance dis-
missed Jagan's remarks as
the desperate posturing of a
party still reeling from its
electoral defeat. The bitter
exchange has once again
spotlighted the increasingly
aggressive tone of political
discourse in Andhra
Pradesh, with Deputy CM
Pawan Kalyan separately
urging all parties to adhere
to democratic norms in pub-
lic debate.

Machilipatnam to Be Transformed
into a Problem-Free Constituency:
Minister Kollu Ravindra

Machilipatnam | April 08,
2026 TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Minister
for Mines, Geology, and Excise,
Kollu Ravindra, has reaffirmed
his commitment to transform-
ing Machilipatnam into a prob-
lem-free constituency, launch-
ing an intensive review of civic
issues at the grassroots level.

As part of his division-wise
outreach, the minister visited
the 48th Division, where he in-
spected the drinking water
pond near the Zilla Parishad
office and interacted with local
residents. He also held a spe-
cial with family empowerment
groups, emphasizing swift re-

dressal of public grievances
and improved delivery of basic
services.

Ravindra directed officials to
prioritize key areas such as
drinking water supply, road in-
frastructure, and electricity.
He said the constituency had
suffered due to previous poli-
cies but assured that the cur-
rent administration is working
with a structured roadmap to
resolve long-pending issues.

Miniéfer ap;aéad Reddy

forms, he noted that weekly
grievance redressal programs
are being conducted at the par-
ty office, ensuring petitions are
addressed systematically.
Stressing the importance of di-
rect engagement, Ravindra
said household visits and vil-
lage-level meetings would help
authorities better understand
local concerns.

Addressing infrastructure

Conducts Surprise Inspection
of Private Buses in Mangalagiri

Guntur District, April 9,
2026 | TPN Bureau
tate Transport Minister
Mandipalli Ramprasad
Reddy carried out a sur-
prise inspection of pri-
vate buses at the KAJ Toll
Plaza in Mangalagiri Rural,
Guntur district, to assess safe-
ty standards and compliance
with regulations. The minister
checked various aspects of bus
operations, focusing on passen-
ger safety, comfort, and fire
hazard prevention measures.

During the inspection, Min-
ister Ramprasad Reddy en-
quired about driver licenses,
duty hours, distance covered,
driver details, passenger
counts, and the availability of
fire safety equipment on board.
He closely examined whether
buses were following pre-
scribed safety norms and en-
suring passenger welfare.

The minister expressed
strong displeasure upon dis-
covering that in some cases,
driver details were not proper-
ly communicated to the travel
operators. He emphasized that
all driver information, includ-
ing license validity, duty tim-
ings, and assigned routes, must
be fully known to the respec-
tive travel management teams

to maintain accountability and
passenger safety.

“Travel agencies should
have complete records of their
drivers. Ignorance of such crit-
ical details is unacceptable and
poses serious risks to travel-
ers,” the minister warned. He
instructed transport officials
to ensure strict compliance
with safety norms and proper
documentation across all pri-
vate bus services.

Minister Ramprasad Reddy
also highlighted the impor-
tance of regular checks on fire
extinguishers and emergency
protocols to prevent accidents
and ensure rapid response dur-
ing emergencies. He stressed
that such inspections will con-
tinue across the district to re-
inforce adherence to transport
safety standards.

The surprise inspection was
carried out in coordination
with senior officials from the
Transport Department, who
accompanied the minister
throughout the exercise. The
department confirmed that fol-
low-up actions and stricter
monitoring measures will be
implemented immediately to
ensure that all private buses
operate safely and transpar-
ently in the region.
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gaps, the minister identified
drainage as a major challenge
in the 48th Division. Despite ce-
mented roads, low-lying
stretches have led to water
stagnation. He announced that
a special development plan has
been prepared to upgrade
roads and improve drainage
systems.

He also acknowledged com-
plications in G+ housing lay-
outs due to earlier administra-

tive lapses, adding that a
dedicated team is working to
resolve them.

Ravindra revealed that funds
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission and AMRUT 2.0
schemes will be utilized to en-
hance urban infrastructure.
He assured continued monitor-
ing and field visits over the
next two months to ensure
timely completion of works.

Chittoor, April 8, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

The SC Commission has em-
phasized focused attention on
the welfare and development
of Scheduled Castes (SC) in
Chittoor district. Chairperson
Jawahar reviewed pending
grievances and instructed au-
thorities to address land dis-
putes, caste discrimination,
and other social issues prompt-
lyDuring a meeting at the dis-
trict collectorate, 89 grievances
were recorded, primarily con-
cerning land disputes and
caste-based inequities. The SC
Commission urged revenue
and police departments to co-
ordinate for swift resolution,
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SC Welfare and Development
Prioritized in Chittoor

ensuring transparency in caste
certificate issuance and prior-
itizing Scheduled Caste farm-
ers for loans.

District Collector Sumit Ku-
mar highlighted ongoing ef-
forts, including phased con-
struction of welfare hostels
and ensuring safe drinking wa-
ter across SC colonies using
government and Zilla Parishad
funds. The SP, Tushar Dudi,
noted strict implementation of

the SC/ST Atrocities Act. Au-
thorities were directed to act
sensitively yet firmly, maintain
public trust, and resolve issues
within 15 days, reinforcing
Chittoor as an atrocity-free
district.

The initiative ensures wel-
fare, protection, and equitable
development for SC communi-
ties through coordinated ad-
ministrative action and
monitoring.

Botcha Satyanarayana Writes to
Governor Over Misleading Debt Figures

Visakhapatnam, April 8 |
TPN Bureau

Leader of the Opposition in
the Andhra Pradesh Legisla-
tive Council, Botcha
Satyanarayana, has written to
Governor S. Abdul Nazeer,
raising concerns over incor-
rect and incomplete informa-
tion presented by the State F'i-
nance Department on
government borrowings for
202425 and 2025-26.

In his letter, Botcha pointed
out that the Principal Finance
Secretary’s reply to a starred
question in the February 2026
session understated actual bor-
rowings. The Finance Depart-
ment reported total borrow-
ings for 2024-25 as Rs. 60,485
crore, whereas the CAG-audit-
ed Finance Accounts show net
liabilities of about Rs. 81,082
crore, a discrepancy exceeding
Rs. 20,500 crore.

Botcha highlighted that the
Finance Department possibly
excluded key components such
as Ways and Means Advances
from the RBI, net liabilities un-
der Public Account like depos-
its and reserve funds, and ad-
justments for GST
compensation loans. He
stressed that these omissions

[ . o |

create a misleading picture of
the State’s finances and under-
state the government’s debt
burden.

He also criticized the claim
that there were no off-budget
borrowings in 2025-26, noting
that government-backed enti-
ties like MARKFED and the
Civil Supplies Corporation
have raised loans with state
guarantees, which qualify as
off-budget liabilities.

Botcha further pointed out
inconsistencies in the Finance
Department’s reporting ap-
proach, where both Public
Debt and Public Account were
included for 201424, but Public
Account was excluded for 2024

)
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25 and 2025-26. He stressed that
providing incomplete informa-
tion undermines transparency;,
weakens public trust, and af-
fects the credibility of the Fi-
nance Department.

The Opposition leader re-
quested the Governor to en-
sure corrective action, includ-
ing withdrawal of the
inaccurate reply and submis-
sion of figures consistent with
CAG-audited accounts. He em-
phasized that responsibility
must be fixed for the discrep-
ancies and that transparency
and integrity in public finance
are essential to uphold legisla-
tive accountability and public
trust.

Minister Narayana Criticizes
Jagan Over“MAVIGAN" Remarks

Kakinada, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Municipal
Administration Minister and
Kakinada in-charge Minister
Narayana criticized former
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy over his recent
"MAVIGAN" remarks, saying
even children find them
laughable. The comments
came during a budget out-
reach meeting at the Kakina-
da Collectorate with officials
and public representatives.

Minister Narayana alleged
that the previous government
had caused severe hardships
to Amaravatifarmers. “While
in opposition, Jagan support-
ed Amaravati, but once in
power, he changed his stance,
and the public is noticing this
flip,” he said. He added that
Jagan’s focus on trivial mat-
ters like 'MAVIGAN' aims to

divert public attention from
serious issues, warning that
the people will not forgive
such behavior if it
continues.

Highlighting financial mis-
management, Narayana
pointed out that the past gov-
ernment diverted 3,000 crore
from municipal funds for oth-
er purposes, weakening the
system. According to NITI
Aayog, Andhra Pradesh
ranks 17th in fiscal manage-
ment, with 93% of current
revenue spent on salaries
alone. Despite these con-
straints, the present govern-
ment under Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu is con-
centrating on revenue gener-
ation and efficiently imple-
menting “Super Six”
initiatives.

The minister expressed op-
timism over Amaravati’s de-

velopment, noting that the
capital’s construction is pro-
gressing rapidly following
the government’s gazette no- |
tification. He praised |
schemes like DSC and Job |
Calendar, which provide em-
ployment opportunities to
youth, and social welfare pro-
grams including “Talliki
Vandana,” “Annadata Sukh-
ibhava,” and “Deepam-2” that
reach citizens at the grass-
roots level.The meeting was
attended by Kakinada Dis-
trict Collector Harendir Pras-
ad, local MLAs, and senior
officials, who collectively
thanked the minister for his
guidance and support in dis-
trict development.This press
release was issued by the Me-
dia Division of the Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Minister’s Of-
fice, Amaravati.

Tirupati District Reviews City Gas Distribution Project

Tirupati, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

he District-Level Utili-
ties Coordination Com-
mittee (DLUCC) con-
vened at the Tirupati
Collectorate to review

Pipeline-based natural gas
(PNG) for homes and CNG for
vehicles aims to reduce pollu-
tion, eliminate storage needs,
and ensure 24/7 availability.
He noted plans to extend ben-
efits of the Deepam scheme to
PNG users soon.The collector

the progress of the City Gas
Distribution (CGD) project.
District Collector Dr. S. Ven-
kateshwar chaired the meet-
ing with Joint Collector R.
Govinda Rao, gas agency rep-
resentatives, and officials
from key departments.

Dr. Venkateshwar empha-
sized that the CGD project
provides safe, affordable, and
environmentally friendly fuel
to households and vehicles.

instructed officials to acceler-
ate project implementation
while coordinating with mu-
nicipal, roads, electricity, wa-
ter, and telecom departments.
He highlighted careful plan-
ning to minimize public in-
convenience during road ex-
cavation. Safety standards,
pipeline installation, and gas
connections must be strictly
followed, and all works com-
pleted within set timelines.

Dr. Venkateshwar noted
that the CGD project will en-
sure reliable fuel supply, sup-
port environmental protec-
tion, and streamline
approvals through inter-de-
partmental coordination to
avoid delays. The meeting in-
cluded senior officers from
forest, irrigation, R&B, elec-
tricity, industries, civil sup-
plies, labour, and panchayati
raj departments, as well as
DLUCC members, ensuring
comprehensive oversight of
the project.This initiative un-
derscores Tirupati district’s
commitment to sustainable
urban energy and safe, effi-
cient fuel access for residents
and industries.
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Road Expansion Works Worth 105 Crore Launched in .

Vijayawada | April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

unicipal Administration

Minister P. Narayana

laid the foundation

stone for three major

road development pro-
jects worth 105 crore in the
Gannavaram constituency.
Among these, a key project in-
volves road expansion works
from Ballem Vari Veedhi Junc-
tion (History Line Road) to
Nidamanuru Main Road, being
taken up with an investment of
34.95 crore under APCRDA
funds.The project aims to en-
hance connectivity and ease
traffic congestion in the region
by constructing a modern BT
(hot mix) road equipped with
advanced features such as cen-
tral design elements and im-
proved street lighting systems.
The initiative is expected to
benefit commuters and local
residents significantly by pro-
viding better road conditions
and safer travel.The founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
witnessed the presence of sev-
eral prominent leaders, includ-
ing Minister Vasan Setti Sub-
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hash, Vijayawada MP Kesineni
Sivanath (Chinni), Machilipat-
nam MP Vallabhaneni Bal-
ashowry, Government Whip

No promiso Water
Quality: Lakshmisha

NTR District | April 8, 2026
| TPN Bureau

mphasizing that there will
be no compromise on
drinking water quality,
NTR District Collector Dr.
G. Lakshmisha has direct-
ed officials to carry out inten-
sive inspections of RO water
purification plants and drink-
ing water supply systems
across Vijayawada city. With
the summer season intensify-
ing, the administration has
placed special focus on safe-
guarding public health.

The Collector, who also
serves as the Special Officer of
Vijayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration (VMC), conducted sur-
prise inspections at RO plants
in Muthyalampadu and
Satyanarayanapuram on
Wednesday. During the visit,
he examined key aspects in-
cluding the source of water,
necessary permissions, techni-
cal equipment being used, san-
itation standards, and quality
testing mechanisms.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Lakshmisha made it clear
that all drinking water supply
systems must strictly adhere to
prescribed standards. He
stressed that providing safe
and quality drinking water to
the public is of utmost impor-
tance, particularly during the
summer when water consump-
tion increases significantly.

Officials have been instruct-

ed to ensure regular inspec-
tions of all RO plants and
maintain strict surveillance.
The Collector also directed
that inspection schedules and
operational details should be
clearly displayed at the plant
premises for public awareness
and transparency.During in-
spections, authorities have
been asked to closely monitor
water quality standards, filtra-
tion processes, machinery per-
formance, hygiene conditions,
and maintenance practices.
Any plant operating without
proper permissions or failing
to meet regulatory standards
will face stringent action, he
warned.Highlighting the im-
portance of coordination
among departments, the Col-
lector urged officials to work in
close collaboration to ensure
uninterrupted monitoring and
enforcement. He also appealed
to the public to report any is-
sues related to drinking water
quality to local authorities for
prompt action.Officials accom-
panying the Collector during
the inspections included VMC
In-charge Chief Engineer P.
Satya Kumari and District
Medical and Health Officer Dr.
K. Arjuna Rao, among others.
The move reflects the district
administration’s proactive ap-
proach to prevent health risks
and ensure access to clean and
safe drinking water for all resi-
dents during the peak summer
months.

?

and GannavaramM]laYarla-
gadda Venkata Rao, along with
MLAs Gadde Ram Mohan and
Bode Prasad.Speaking on the

occasion, Minister Narayana
revealed that the state govern-
ment is actively considering
upgrading Vijayawada and

Tirupati into ‘Greater Cities’.
He stated that the proposal will
be implemented after the com-
pletion of the ongoing national
population census process. The
move is expected to bring bet-
ter urban planning, increased
funding, and improved civic
amenities to these cities.Mean-
while, GannavaramMIlaYarla-
gadda Venkata Rao highlighted
the pressing issues faced by
residents of nine villages in Vi-
jayawada Rural mandal. He
pointed out that people are
struggling with inadequate
garbage collection and drink-
ing water supply. He criticized
previous administrations for
neglecting simple solutions
such as pipeline extensions
that could have resolved water
issues.The mlaurged the min-
ister to merge these villages
into the Vijayawada municipal
limits to ensure long-term so-
lutions and better access to es-
sential services. The govern-
ment’s focus on infrastructure
development and urban expan-
sion signals a step forward in
addressing the growing needs
of the region.

Gannavaram; Vuayawada to Get‘Greater clty Status Soon |

Endowments Assistant Commissioner
Arrested in Disproportionate Assets Case

Vijayawada | April 7, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

he Anti-Corruption Bu-

reau (ACB), Vijayawada

Range, has arrested an As-

sistant Commissioner of

Endowments in connec-
tion with a disproportionate
assets case. The accused, iden-
tified as Kalinagiri Santhi, was
taken into custody following
extensive searches conducted
across multiple locations.Ac-
cording to ACB officials, the
case was registered based on
credible information indicat-
ing that the officer had ac-
quired assets far exceeding her
known sources of income. A
disproportionate assets case
was booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, and a detailed in-
vestigation was initiated.As
part of the probe, simultane-
ous raids were carried out at
four locations in Tadepalli and
Undavalli villages, including

the residential premises of the
accused. During the searches
conducted on April 7, officials
reportedly seized several in-
criminating materials and doc-
uments linked to property
ownership.The ACB unearthed
substantial assets during the
operation. These include a res-
idential flat in Visakhapatnam,
a G+2 building at Kunchana-
palli in Tadepalli, approxi-
mately 770 grams of gold orna-
ments, around 3 kilograms of

silver articles, and cash
amounting to about 1.15 lakh.
Additionally, bank deposits
worth nearly 3lakh were iden-
tified. The accused was also
found to own a Volkswagen
Polo car, a motorcycle, elec-
tronic gadgets, and various
household items of significant
value.Officials confirmed that
further searches are ongoing to
trace additional assets and fi-
nancial transactions linked to
the case. Following due legal
procedures, the accused was
arrested and is being produced
before the Special Court for
ACB cases in Vijayawada.Kali-
nagiri Santhi was appointed as
Assistant Commissioner of
Endowments through APPSC
in 2020. She has served in both
Visakhapatnam and Vijayawa-
da during her tenure. Notably,
she had been under suspension
from July 2024 to March 2026
and was recently awaiting
posting at the time of her
arrest.

8 Youth Arrested with Ganjain Tadepallr 400 Grams Seized

\P)

Tadepalli, Guntur District |
April 8,2026 | TPN Bureau

n a continued crackdown on

drug-related activities, Tade-

palli police arrested eight

youths for allegedly possess-

ing and consuming ganja in
various parts of the town. The
was carried out in areas includ-
ing the Krishna river bund
(karakatta), Paturu, and nearby
localities, which have been iden-
tified as sensitive zones for such
illegal activities.During the op-
eration, police seized approxi-
mately 400 grams of ganja pack-
ets from the possession of the
accused. Acting on credible in-
formation, special police teams
conducted surprise checks and
surveillance in the, leading to
the detention of the suspects.Ac-
cording to Tadepalli Circle In-
spector Veerendra Babu, the
youth were found either carry-
ing ganja packets or consuming
the substance in public places.
He stated that such activities not
only violate the law but also pose
a serious threat to public safety
and youth welfare.The CI fur-

ther revealed that several among
the arrested individuals have
previous criminal records, indi-
cating repeated involvement in
similar offences. This has raised
concerns among the police about
the growing trend of substance
abuse among youth in the re-
gion.Following their arrest, cas-
es were registered under rele-
vant sections of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act. The accused
were later produced before the
court as part of due legal proce-
dures.Police officials empha-
sized that strict action will be
taken against those involved in
drug-related activities. They also
reiterated their commitment to
intensifying surveillance and

conducting frequent raids in vul-
nerable areas to prevent the
spread of narcotics.Authorities
have appealed to parents and the
public to remain vigilant and re-
port any suspicious activities
related to drug abuse. Commu-
nity cooperation, they said,
plays a crucial role in tackling
the issue effectively.The latest
arrests are part of an ongoing ef-
fort by district police to curb
drug usage and ensure a safer
environment for residents. With
increased monitoring and strict
enforcement, officials aim to re-
duce the influence of narcotics,
particularly among the young-
er population, and maintain
law and order in Tadepalli and
surrounding areas

Govt Withdraws RTC Land Allotment to Lulu Group

Vijayawada | April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The State government has
withdrawn its decision to allot
prime RTC land in Vijayawada
to the LuL.u Group Internation-
al for the construction of a
shopping mall. The decision
was formally conveyed to the
High Court through a written
submission by the Advocate
General, marking a significant
reversal after months of pro-
tests and legal challenges.

The issue pertains to the al-
location of 4.17 acres of land at
the old RTC bus stand in Vi-
jayawada, valued at around
400 crore. The government had
earlier issued GO No. 137 on
July 5, 2025, leasing the land to
Lulu Group for 99 years at a

highly concessional rate. The
proposal included permission
for constructing a three-storey
commercial complex spanning
over 2.32 lakh square feet.

The move had sparked wide-
spread opposition from politi-
cal parties, public organiza-
tions, and citizen groups. A
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
was filed in the High Court by
farmer leader Vadde Shob-
hanadreeswara Rao, challeng-
ing the legality of the land al-
lotment. Following the legal
proceedings and mounting
public pressure, the govern-
ment has now stepped back,
cancelling the allotment.React-
ing to the development, CPM
state secretariat member Ch.
Baburao termed the decision a
“victory of people’s struggle.”

He alleged that the govern-
ment had attempted to hand
over valuable public land to a
large multinational corpora-
tion by bypassing norms and
legal procedures.Baburao fur-
ther stated that the allocation
would have adversely impacted
the APSRTC system and
harmed small and medium
traders in the city. He criticized
the government for ignoring
public sentiment and continu-
ing to defend the decision until
recently.Over the past months,
left parties, trade unions, and
civil society groups had organ-
ized protests, demonstrations,
and awareness campaigns
against the allotment. A united
citizens’ platform was also
formed to intensify the move-
ment, demanding protection of

e

public assets.“The government
had no option but to withdraw
due to sustained public pro-
tests and legal intervention.
This shows that people will not
tolerate arbitrary allocation of
government lands,” Baburao
said.He also urged the govern-
ment to change its approach
towards corporate land allot-

Lulu
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ments and prioritize public in-
terest. He warned that move-
ments to safeguard government
lands would continue if such
decisions are repeated in the
future.The episode highlights
the growing role of public ac-
tivism and judicial scrutiny in
shaping key policy decisions in
the state.
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ABN Radhakrishna Remarks
Spark Protest by YSRCP
Leaders in Vijayawada

Vijayawada | April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

ensions flared in Vi-
jayawada as leaders of the
YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP) staged a protest
against alleged derogato-
ry remarks made by ABN
Andhra Jyothi Managing Di-
rector Vemuri Radhakrishna.
The protest was held in front
of the Andhra Jyothi office lo-
cated on Mustabad Road, draw-
ing significant attention in the
political circles of the region.

Senior YSRCP leaders, in-
cluding Krishna District Presi-
dent Perni Nani, NTR District
President Devineni Avinash,
former ministers Vellampalli
Srinivas and Malladi Vishnu,
along with other key party
members from the undivided
Krishna district, participated
in the demonstration. The lead-
ers strongly condemned the
comments reportedly target-
ing the wives of YSRCP lead-
ers, calling them inappropriate
and unacceptable.

Speaking during the protest,
Perni Nani launched a scath-
ing attack on both ABN Rad-
hakrishna and Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) chief N. Chan-
drababu Naidu. He accused
Chandrababu of indulging in
large-scale corruption in the
name of Amaravati develop-
ment, alleging that thousands
of crores have already been
misappropriated.

Nanireiterated that the capi-
tal region should be strategi-
cally located between Machili-
patnam, Vijayawada, and
Guntur, regardless of the name
given to it. He further criti-
cized Radhakrishna, using
strong words to question his
credibility and integrity in
running the media
organization.

The YSRCP leader also al-
leged that Radhakrishna had
previously made objectionable
remarks about government
volunteers and was now shift-
ing his stance on national lead-
ers like Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. He questioned the
inconsistency in ABN'’s edito-
rial positions and accused the
media house of lacking the
courage to present facts with
evidence.

Perni Nani defended former
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, stating that there
was nothing wrong in his state-
ments and that they were
aimed at safeguarding the fi-
nancial stability of the state.
He emphasized that the people
of the state should not be bur-
dened with mounting debts.

The protest created a tense
atmosphere in the area, with
police deployed to maintain
law and order. The incident
once again highlights the
growing friction between po-
litical parties and sections of
the media in the state.

‘Jala Dhara Alms to
Capture Every Drop of
Rainwater: DK Balaji

Machilipatnam | April 8,
2026 | TPN Bureau

Highlighting the importance
of water conservation, Krish-
na District Collector D.K. Bala-
jistated that the primary objec-
tive of the “Jala Dhara - Water
Security Programme” is to
capture every drop of rainwa-
ter and ensure that all tanks in
the district are filled, thereby
providing irrigation security
to farmers.

The Collector visited Ban-
ampeta village in Jagannad-
hapuram revenue limits of
Pedavegi mandal in Eluru dis-
trict, where he inspected inno-
vative injection wells con-
structed by a local farmer,
Parvathaneni Babji. The visit
was aimed at studying effective
groundwater recharge tech-
niques that can be replicated in
water-scarce regions.

During the inspection, the
Collector interacted with the
farmer to understand the con-
struction process and function-
ing of the injection wells. Babji
explained that he had con-
structed the wells at a cost of 4
lakh near a water-filled tank,
despite not owning agricultur-
al land himself. His intention,
he said, was to ensure water
availability for the entire
village.

He further explained that the
system allows groundwater re-
charge for up to 10 months. The
injection wells can pump near-
ly one lakh litres of water per
hour, amounting to around 20
lakh litres per day when oper-
ated continuously. As a result,
groundwater levels in sur-

rounding villages have im-
proved significantly.

Speaking to the media later,
Collector Balaji said that the
state government has launched
the Jala Dhara-Jalaharathi
initiative to conserve rainwa-
ter and ensure adequate irriga-
tion supply to farmers. He em-
phasized that strengthening
farmers economically through
sustainable water manage-
ment is a key priority.

The Collector noted that the
visit was part of a study to
identify measures to improve
groundwater levels in regions
of Krishna district facing wa-
ter scarcity. He appreciated the
effectiveness of the injection
well model and said similar
low-cost, eco-friendly solutions
would be implemented in
Krishna district to enhance
groundwater recharge.

He also pointed out that a
large volume of Krishna River
water is being wasted into the
sea and stressed the need to
conserve it efficiently. While
constructing large dams in-
volves high expenditure, adopt-
ing cost-effective methods like
injection wells can yield sig-
nificant benefits, he said.

The administration is com-
mitted to ensuring that all
tanks are filled with rainwater
and that farmers receive unin-
terrupted irrigation support
without shortages.

Officials including DWAMA
PD Shiva Prasad, Irrigation SE
Gunakar, Groundwater De-
partment DD Vijayavardhan,
and others accompanied the
Collector during the visit.
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“Ease AP” Program Promotes Mental
Health Among First-Year Med Students

Chittoor, April 9 | TPN
Bureau

irst-year medical students
at AIMSR, Chittoor par-
ticipated in the inaugural
Ease AP program, aimed
at raising awareness
about mental health and sui-
cide prevention.The initiative
is jointly conducted by Dr.
NTR University of Health Sci-
ences and Cupri Institute In-
dia Pvt. Ltd., focusing on
equipping students with skills
to manage stress, regulate
emotions, and recognize early
signs of mental health chal-
lenges. The program also em-

phasized the importance of
seeking help when needed.
Nelson Moses, a senior train-
er from Cupri Institute India,
led the sessions, guiding stu-
dents on practical strategies
to maintain psychological
well-being. Key topics includ-
ed stress management tech-
niques, emotional control,
problem identification, and
preventive approaches to
mental health issues.The pro-
gram was coordinated by Dr.
Dinesh from the Department
of Psychiatry and Dr. Savitha
from the Department of Anat-
omy at AIMSR. Organizers
highlighted that rising mental

health concerns among stu-
dents nationwide necessitate
scientifically designed inter-
ventions like Ease AP.“AIMSR
is committed to upporting the
mental wellness and overall
well-being of our students.
Programs like these are cru-
cial in fostering resilience

LPG, Petrol, Diesel Supplies
Stable in AP: Officials

Tadepalli, Guntur District,
April 9 | TPN Bureau

tate-level General Man-
ager of AP Oil Industries,
N. Bhaskar Reddy, has as-
sured residents that LPG,
petrol, and diesel supplies
in Andhra Pradesh are stable
and uninterrupted. Address-
ing the media at the Retail Re-
gional Office near Sai Baba
Temple in Tadepalli, he em-
phasized that there are no sup-
ply disruptions and sufficient
stock is available for house-
holds, hospitals, schools, and
industrial canteens.

Reddy explained that, while
minor interruptions occurred
initially, supplies have normal-
ized. Daily LPG distribution
ranges from 2.3 to 2.4 lakh cyl-
inders, with OTP-based deliv-
eries ensuring 90% transpar-
ency. He also noted that central
and state governments conduct
regular reviews and strict ac-
tion has been taken against
black marketing, seizing 4,300

cylinders.

Residents were urged not to
believe social media rumors
about shortages and to rely
only on official information.
With pipelines from Vi-
sakhapatnam Refinery, Gail,
and HPCL, LPG production

Andhra Pradesh Electricity
Minister Inaugurates New
APCPDCL Office

Amaravati, April 9, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Electricity
Minister Gottipati Ravikumar
inaugurated the new office of
APCPDCL, calling the occa-
sion “truly joyful.” He praised
the staff for their collective ef-
forts in building a strong repu-
tation for the Electricity De-
partment.The minister
emphasized that the state is
committed to providing high-
quality power supply and that
the construction of new sub-
stations is progressing rapidly.
He highlighted the depart-
ment’s goal of ensuring unin-
terrupted electricity to farm-

ers without increasing tariffs.
Ravikumar also noted the
government’s focus on deliver-
ing reliable power to all citi-
zens and lauded officials for
their prompt response during
emergencies. Staff played a
critical role in restoring elec-
tricity within hours following
disasters. He urged employees
to continue improving servic-
es, recognizing the depart-
ment’s dedication to round-the-
clock operations, ensuring
power supply day and night.
The inauguration under-
scores the state government’s
commitment to modernizing
electricity infrastructure and
enhancing service quality.

Sri Venkateswara Veda

Vijnanapeetha: Tirumala’s
Center for Vedic Excellence

Tirumala, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Tirumala’s Dharmagiri is
home to the esteemed Sri Ven-
kateswara Veda Vijnanapee-
tha, a premier institution for
preserving and promoting In-
dia’s Vedic traditions. Estab-
lished in 1884 under Mahant
Prayag Das Ji and relocated to
Dharmagiri in 1992, it has
evolved into a comprehensive
center offering 17 specialized
departments across Veda, Aga-
ma, Smartha, and Divya Pra-
bandham studies.

Currently, 374 students are
guided by 43 pandits, receiving
in-depth spiritual and academ-

welfare with hostel facilities
for 540 students, nutritious
meals, free clothing, books, dai-
ly essentials, and medical sup-
port. Financial incentives in-
clude deposits of 3 lakh for
Vedic course students and 1
lakh for others, along with
merit recognition and silver
coins upon course
completion.

Daily routines follow Vedic
practices, from Sandhyavan-
danam to recitation, study, and
sports. The institution hosts
the Sri Venkateswara Veda
Shastra Agama Vidwat Sabha,
attracting scholars nation-
wide, cementing Tirumala’s
role as the spiritual birthplace

has increased, ensuring
smooth state-wide
distribution.

Officials from HPCL, includ-
ing Information Officer Upen-
dra and Chief Regional Man-
ager Abhishek Pradeep Singh,
participated in the briefing.
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and awareness,’ the organiz-
ers said.By integrating struc-
tured mental health training
into the academic curricu-
lum, Ease AP represents a
proactive step in nurturing
healthier, more aware medi-
cal professionals of the
future.

Sullurupeta, Tirupati Dis-
trict | TPN News, April 08

Tirupati district MLA Dr.
Nelavala Vijayasri lauded the
joint efforts of the district po-
lice, Eagle Team, and Vibrants
of Kalam in organizing the
“Drugs Vaddu Bro” campaign
and the “Dandi March 2.0” cy-
cle rally.Speaking on the occa-
sion, she urged the youth to
stay away from narcotics and
build a bright, drug-free future.
She specifically praised the
Sullurupeta constituency po-
lice for coordinating with the
district administration to take
the anti-drug awareness cam-
paign from villages to educa-
tional institutions.The cycle
rally, covering the route from
Tirupati to Visakhapatnam,
has inspired a strong sense of
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Drugs-Free Andhra Pradesh: MLA Nelavala
Vijayasri Applauds “Dandi March 2.0”

awareness among youth across
the state, she noted. She high-
lighted that over 80,000 stu-
dents in the district have been
digitally engaged in this cam-
paign, describing it as a posi-
tive outcome. MLA Vijayasri
instructed local police to en-
sure continuous awareness
sessions in every school and
college in the constituency. She
also emphasized strict action
under the PI.T. NDPS Act
against gangs involved in sell-
ing drugs and cannabis.She ap-
preciated the proactive role of
the police in safeguarding law
and order while preventing the
“drug epidemic,” and urged
citizens to cooperate with au-
thorities by reporting any sus-
picious activity via the toll-free
number 1972 or to local police
stations.

“Every effort of the police to
make our constituency a drugs-
free zone has my full support,”
she affirmed.

Collective Responsibility Key to
Protecting Children: AP Official

Amaravati, April 8 | TPN
Bureau

Sri Vetukuri A.V.S.S. Raju,
Chairperson of the Andhra
Pradesh State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,
stressed that safeguarding
children’s safety and rights is a
collective responsibility of so-
ciety. Highlighting the growing
concern of gender-based vio-
lence against children, he un-
derlined the need for wide-
spread awareness to prevent
such incidents.

Sri Raju released a poster ti-
tled “Understanding and Ad-
dressing Gender-Based Vio-
lence against Children”,
developed by the HELP Organi-
zation, at his office. He appreci-
ated the organization’s efforts
to educate both the public and
children, noting that such ini-
tiatives contribute to positive
social change.

He emphasized strengthen-
ing child protection systems,

providing immediate support
to victims, and encouraging
the public to report incidents
without fear. Sri Raju called on
parents, teachers, officials, and

APTourism Minister Durgesh to Attend Major
Hotel Investment conference in Mumbai

Amaravati, April 8 | TPN
Bureau

Minister K. Durgesh will
participate in the 21st Hotel In-
vestment Conference South
Asia (HICSA) at the Grand Hy-
att Hotel, Mumbai, scheduled
for April 8-9.Today, the minis-
ter is set to attend the Hotels
Operations Summit India
workshop and highlight invest-
ment opportunities in Andhra
Pradesh’s tourism sector. He
will engage with national and
international investors to pro-
mote the state’s New Tourism
Policy 2024-29 and elaborate on
incentives offered by the AP
government for tourism-relat-
ed projects.Minister Durgesh
will also raise awareness about
granting ‘industrial status’ to

the tourism sector and invite
leading hotel chains and inves-
tors to consider Andhra
Pradesh for future invest-
ments.Accompanying the min-
ister is Ajay Jain, Special
Chief Secretary of the Tour-
ism Department, who will sup-

port discussions with investors
and stakeholders during the
conference. The event provides
a platform for AP to showcase
its potential as a preferred des-
tination for tourism develop-
ment and hotel sector
growth.

Free Eyeglasses Distribution
for Journalists in Anantapur

Anantapur, 08 April 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh Work-
ing Journalists’ Union, under
the AP Journalist Develop-
ment Society, organized a free
eyeglasses distribution pro-
gram for working journalists
and their families on April 10
at the Anantapur Press Club.
The initiative was held in col-
laboration with Sri Meenaks-
hamma Foundation, courtesy

of Ravikanth Raman.

Over 200 journalists and
their family members under-
went free eye check-ups during
the event. Those who complet-
ed the examinations received
complimentary eyeglasses, en-
suring better vision and eye
health for media professionals.
Some beneficiaries will also
have access to free eye surger-
ies as part of the program.

Speaking about the initia-
tive, AP Working Journalists’

Union state president, Macha
Ramalingareddy, emphasized
that only those who participat-
ed in the eye tests would be eli-
gible to receive the glasses.
Journalists and their families
were encouraged to attend and
complete the process to avail
the benefits.

The program reflects the un-
ion’s commitment to support-
ing the well-being of journal-
ists while promoting eye care
awareness across the district.

Pulivarthi Nani Reviews Development
Works in Tiruchanuru Panchayat

Chandragiri Constituency |
TPN Bureau, April 08

MLA Pulivarthi Nani con-
ducted an inspection of ongo-
ing development works in Lak-
shmi Nagar and Ambedkar
Colony within the Tiruchanu-
ru Panchayat.Addressing a
long-standing road issue that
persisted for nearly 20 years,
the MLA oversaw the comple-
tion of critical road works. He
personally inspected both com-

pleted and ongoing CC road
projects alongside local lead-
ers, emphasizing the impor-
tance of high-quality construc-
tion.Noticing areas littered
with garbage, MLA Nani in-
structed officials to ensure
proper cleanliness and mainte-
nance across the Panchayat. He
also conducted a surprise in-
spection at the Lakshmi Nagar
Secretariat, reviewing regis-
ters and administrative proce-

dures.The MLA directed all of-
ficials to be accessible to
residents and resolve their is-
sues promptly, ensuring that
citizens face no inconvenience
while approaching government
offices. The inspection saw par-
ticipation from coalition lead-
ers, local party workers, and
administrative officials, who
supported MLA Nani in evalu-
ating the progress of develop-
ment activities.

soc1ety at large to collaborate )

in ensuring every child grows
up in a safe and dignified envi-
ronment.The program was at-
tended by commission mem-

bers Sr1 V. Gandhl Babu, Smt.
K.G. Venkata Padmalatha, and
HELP Organization represent-
atives Nimmaraju Rammohan
and V. Bhaskar.

Coalltlon Government
Stands by Citizens in
Times of Hardship

Tirupati District | TPN
News, April 08

The coalition government
has extended crucial support
to families facing financial dif-
ficulties in Narayana Vanam
mandal. TDP leader Kurapati
Shankar Reddy, along with lo-
cal party members, handed
over a 10 lakh cheque sanc-
tioned under the Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund to cover medi-

cal expenses for RS Kasturi.
Speaking on the occasion, he
emphasized that public welfare
remains the primary goal of
the coalition government.
Shankar Reddy highlighted
that the government stands
firmly with every family fac-
ing hardships, and assured
that the Chief Minister’s assis-
tance would provide signifi-
cant relief to the affected
household.

Lawyers Demand Strict Action Against
Murderers of Advocate Poojari Ellayya

Tirupati District | April 08 |
TPN Bureau

The Tirupati District
Satyavedu Lawyers’ Bar Asso-
ciation has demanded strict
punishment for the criminals
who brutally murdered Advo-
cate Poojari Ellayya from Vad-
dipalli village in KV Palli man-
dal, Annamayya district.

On Wednesday, Bar Associa-
tion members, led by President
Mahesh, boycotted court pro-
ceedings and staged a protest
outside the courthouse to con-
demn the attack on Ellayya’s
residence that resulted in his
death.

Speaking at the protest, Bar
Association Secretary Raja ex-
pressed deep concern over the
rising attacks on lawyers, stat-
ing that the safety of legal pro-

fessionals is increasingly at
risk. He called for the enact-
ment and implementation of a
special law to ensure protec-
tion for lawyers, emphasizing
that such measures are essen-
tial to encourage future gener-
ations to join the legal
profession.

Raja urged the government
to identify and punish the per-
petrators responsible for El-
layya’s murder and assured
support for the victim’s family
in all possible ways.

Bar Association members
who participated in the protest
included Kuberan Venkatesh-
warlu, Lokesh, Munishekar,
Shivanandam, Bal-
akrishnareddy, Venkatesh,
Shravan, Vignesh, Dinakaran,
Kishore, Ajit, and Amos.

1c training. T'TD ensures their

ol Vedic knowledge.
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TNUS Honors Student for District-
Level Competition Success

Anantapur, 08 April 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Telugu Nadu Teachers’
Union (TNUS) felicitated fifth-
grade student Suchita Ragini
from Mandipadu Mandal Pari-
shad Primary School, Venkata-
raju Palem, for securing second
place in the district-level GFLN
competitions.

Union leaders Mannam Srini-
vas, Nalluri Narasimha Rao, and
Yanamala Anjaneyulu present-
ed awards to the young achiever,
praising her dedication and
hard work. They emphasized
that education brings respect

and value to an individual and
encouraged all students to strive
for excellence in their studies to
reach greater heights in life.

Following the award distribu-
tion, biscuits were shared with
all participating students as a
token of encouragement. The
event was attended by school
teachers Katta Srinivas Rao and
Krishnapriya, who congratulat-
ed the student and expressed
their support for continued aca-
demic achievements.

The ceremony highlighted
TNUS’s commitment to motivat-
ing students and recognizing tal-
ent at the grassroots level.

Telangana Libraries Celebrate
Centenary with Emphasis on
Mother Tongue Learning

Hyderabad, 08 April
2026 | TPN Bureau

elangana High Court
Judge Justice K. Laksh-
man highlighted the im-
portance of delivering
landmark court judg-
ments in mother tongues dur-
ing a special program titled
“Tribute to Libraries Serving
Over 100 Years” at Ravindra
Bharati, Hyderabad. Organ-
ized by Kinner Art Theatres
and Kinner Cultural and Edu-
cational Trust, the event hon-
ored administrators of centu-
ry-old libraries, including
Rajahmundry Gautami Li-
brary, Srikrishna Devaraya
Bhasha Nilayam, and Veta-
palem Saraswata Niketanam.
Justice Lakshman recalled
hisrole in compiling over eight
lakh words for Telugu legal
translations and emphasized
how mother tongue learning
enhances comprehension and
knowledge.

Avanigadda MLA Mandali
Buddha Prasad praised librar-
ies as centers of knowledge,
lamenting declining reader-
ship due to mobile phones. He
urged teachers and parents to
encourage students toward
book reading, emphasizing
that reading ensures lasting
knowledge. Justice Nuti

MLA Arani Srinivas
InspectsAnna
Canteens in Tirupati

Tirupati City | TPN Bureau,
April 08

MLA Arani Srinivas on
Wednesday visited Anna Can-
teens in Tirupati to assess
their operations and the qual-
ity of meals being served to
beneficiaries.

During his inspection, the
MLA inquired about the num-
ber of tokens being distribut-
ed, the quality of food, and the
cleanliness of the surround-
ings. He first visited the can-
teen opposite Swims Hospital
and later inspected the Anna
Canteen on RC Road, where he
joined the public for lunch.

Beneficiaries informed him
that the rice could be cooked
slightly better and the sambar
could be more flavorful. Re-
sponding to these suggestions,
MLA Srinivas instructed the
canteen management to ad-
dress the issues immediately.

He praised the initiative of
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan, youth leaders,
and Education Minister Nara
Lokesh, noting that under

their leadership, the canteens
provide three wholesome
meals a day at just 5 for the
economically disadvantaged.

Officials present during the
inspection included Corpora-
tion SE Shyamsunder, EEs Tu-
lasi Kumar and Gomathi, DE
Lalitha, NDA leaders, CK Re-
vathi, Mahboob Basha, Raja
Reddy, Suman Babu, Konda Ra-
jamohan, Sane Srinu, Amuda-
la Venkatesh, Sudhakar Doodi,
Ramesh Naidu, and Janakiram
Reddy.

First Direct Train from
Srikakulam to Tirupati Approved

Srikakulam, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Central Minister Kinjaraapu
Rammohan Naidu announced
the approval of the first regu-
lar direct train service con-
necting Srikakulam to Tiru-
pati. The 17439/40
Tirupati-Srikakulam Road
Hamsafar Express will com-
mence operations from April
13, 2026.

The train will depart Tiru-
pati every Sunday evening and
Srikakulam Road every Mon-
day afternoon, providing a con-
venient option for pilgrims
who previously depended on
trains from Bhubaneswar or
routes via Visakhapatnam, of-
ten facing overcrowding and
delays.

Minister Rammohan Naidu
highlighted that securing this
service has been a long-term
goal since he became MP. He
actively coordinated with Rail-
way Ministers, the Railway
Board, DRMs, and zonal au-
thorities to achieve this
milestone.

Expressing gratitude to Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaish-
nav, he assured that more ser-
vices will be introduced in the
future to further enhance con-
nectivity from Srikakulam.
The new train service is ex-
pected to offer pilgrims greater
convenience and additional
berths, supporting smoother
travel for devotees visiting
Tirupati.

Ramamohan Rao announced
Rs. 50,000 contributions to four
century-old libraries.

The event celebrated the leg-
acy of libraries and reinforced
the vital role of mother tongue
education in knowledge devel-
opment and cultural
preservation.
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First Six Years Crucial for
Child Development: District
Collector Himanshu Shukla

Nellore, 08.04.2026 | TPN
Bureau

District Collector Himanshu
Shukla emphasized that the
first six years of a child’s life
are critical for brain develop-
ment, requiring proper nutri-
tion and care.

On Wednesday, the Collector
unveiled awareness posters for
the 8th Nutrition Fortnight or-
ganized by the Women and
Child Welfare Department.
Scheduled from April 9 to 23
under the theme “Sahi Poshan,
Desh Roshon,” the campaign
will focus on maternal and
child nutrition, early brain
stimulation for children aged
0-3, play-based early education

for 3-6-year-olds, reducing
screen time, and community
support for strengthening An-
ganwadi centers.

Shukla stressed providing
essential nutrition and health-
care to pregnant women, young
mothers, and children,

ensuring all Anganwadi
centers implement the pro-
gram effectively. ICDS PD Hee-
na Sujan was directed to coor-
dinate with Anganwadi staff,
ASHA workers, and health per-
sonnel to reach every
beneficiary.

The event saw participation
from DMHO Sujata, ICDS Nod-
al Officer Anuradha, district-
level officials, and other de-
partment staff.

Amaravati Set to Become Global Creative
Economy Hub: Minister Kandula Durgesh

Mumbai/Amaravati | April
8,2026

ndhra Pradesh Tourism,

Culture, and Cinematog-

raphy Minister Kandula

Durgesh announced

plans to transform Am-
aravati into an international
Creative Economy Hub dur-
ing the 21st Hotel Investment
Conference South Asia at
Mumbai’s Grand Hyatt. He
highlighted strategic discus-
sions with global firms like
Eros International and Red
Bull to attract investments
and develop immersive tour-
ism experiences.Durgesh out-
lined a Storytelling Corridor
linking Amaravati, Vi-
sakhapatnam, and Tirupati,
showcasing the state’s culture
through holographic story-
telling and interactive experi-
ences. He emphasized moving
from traditional sightseeing
to an Experience Economy, of-
fering tourists innovative en-
gagement while promoting
sports tourism and digital in-
frastructure.The minister as-

sured a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with Eros
International would be signed
under CM Chandrababu
Naidu’s supervision. The ini-

Indian Audit & Accounts
Departmentto _
Begin in Amaravati

Amaravati, 08.04.2026 |
TPN Bureau

Amaravati will soon host the
Indian Audit & Accounts De-
partment, functioning under
the Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG). The lease
agreement for setting up the
Accountant General’s office
was finalized on Wednesday,
marking a key milestone in the
capital’s administrative devel-
opment.The Andhra Pradesh
government had allocated 787
cents of land in Rayapudi, Am-
aravati, for establishing the of-
fice. The lease documents were
formally handed over by Zubin
Rai, Joint Director of APCRDA
Estates, to R. Shyam, Senior
Deputy Accountant General
(Administration).This office
will strengthen financial over-

™

Flrase ketin ey
"
u

i = .
sight and auditing mechanisms
in the state under CAG supervi-
sion. The move is part of the
broader plan to develop Amara-
vati into a modern administra-
tive and governance hub. By
providing dedicated infrastruc-

e

ture for central audit opera-
tions, the establishment of this
department ensures enhanced
transparency, accountability,
and efficient management of
public funds in the capital
region.

World Bank & ADB Team Concludes
Successful Amaravati Visit

Amaravati, 08.04.2026 |
TPN Bureau

A three-day visit by the
World Bank (WB) and Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
teams to Amaravati concluded
successfully on Wednesday.
The joint mission focused on
reviewing the progress of capi-
tal development works and as-
sessing key infrastructure and
governance measures.

During the visit, multiple
sessions were held at the AP-
CRDA headquarters in Rayapu-
di. APCRDA Additional Com-
missioner A. Bhargavateja,
IAS, briefed the teams on the
status of ongoing construc-
tion, investment promotion,
disaster management plan-
ning, road and water resource
management, solid waste sys-

tems, and social welfare pro-
grams implemented in the cap-
ital region.The WB & ADB
teams also offered recommen-
dations to enhance operational
efficiency and safety measures.
Representatives from the Pro-
ject Management Consultants
(PgMC), contract agencies, and

NS 4
PMC staff actively participat-
ed in the discussions.

The visit highlighted Amara-
vati’s structured approach to
urban development and rein-
forced the state’s commitment
to international standards of
planning, infrastructure, and
governance.

economic growth, generate
employment, and elevate
Andhra Pradesh’s interna-
tional recognition as a hub for

tiative aims to boost long-term

Tiruati District Police

creative industries and cul-
tural tourism.Officials pre-
sent included Special Chief
Secretary Ajay Jain and Sen-
ior Consultant Sahiti Devi.

< o ol

Hold Zoom Review on
Crime Control

Tirupati District | TPN
News, April 08

Tirupati District Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) L. Sub-
barayudu, IPS, conducted a
comprehensive Zoom meeting
with police officials across
the district to review crime
control measures, pending
cases, and ongoing
investigations.

During the review, SP Sub-
barayudu emphasized the
need for speedy completion of
pending cases while main-
taining high-quality investi-
gations. He instructed offic-
ers to take strict action
against offenders and ensure
accountability at every stage
of the investigative process.

The SP stressed the impor-
tance of visible policing to
strengthen crime prevention
and boost public confidence.
He also instructed that even
minor disputes within police
station jurisdictions be ad-
dressed promptly to prevent
escalation.

Special attention was di-
rected toward the safety of
women and children, as well
as increasing public aware-

ness of cybercrime. Officers
were advised to conduct ex-
tensive awareness campaigns
and engage proactively with
communities.

Additional SPs S. Venkata-
ravu (Administration) and
Ravi Manoharachari (Law &
Order), along with senior of-
ficials, participated in the re-
view. Each police station’s
pending cases and investiga-
tion status were examined in
detail, with instructions to
expedite resolution.

SP Subbarayudu reminded
all officers that negligence in
investigations would not be
tolerated and that every case
must be handled responsibly
with adherence to timelines.
He reinforced the need for co-
ordinated policing to main-
tain law and order and
strengthen public trust in the
district police.

The SP concluded by high-
lighting that proactive meas-
ures, timely interventions,
and coordinated efforts are
critical for maintaining
peace, preventing crimes, and
ensuring the overall safety of
Tirupati district residents.




POIT

m VIJAYAWADA, THURSDAY, APRIL, 09.04.2026

Minister Nadeandla Manohar Reviews

REGIONAL

Gas Supply & Rabi Preparations

Amaravati,
08.04.2026 | TPN
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Food and

Civil Supplies Minister Shri
Nadeandla Manohar con-
ducted a video conference
on Wednesday to review gas
supply management and
Rabi crop preparedness
across the state.

Minister Manohar em-
phasized strict monitoring
of gas supply agencies,
timely resolution of public
complaints, and prompt
clearance of backlog book-
ings. He instructed officials
to ensure field-level supervi-
sion, focusing on rural de-
livery challenges and daily
updates on bookings and de-

liveries. Special attention
was to be given to call center
and media-reported issues.

Guidelines for 5 kg gas
cylinder distribution were
reviewed, ensuring compli-
ance with central directives
and prioritizing areas with
critical demand. Officials
were also instructed to pre-
vent black marketing and
ensure uninterrupted kero-
sene supply.

On Rabi procurement,

the minister directed dis-
trict officials to maintain
smooth collection, trans-
port, and milling of crops,
while monitoring weather-
related risks. Immediate
corrective actions were
mandated to avoid any in-
convenience to farmers.

APWJF Condemns

Attacks on Newspaper

Tirupati, 08.04.2026 | TPN
News

The Andhra Pradesh Work-
ing Journalists Federation
(APWJF) strongly condemned
attacks on newspapers, empha-
sizing their role as a vital
bridge between the govern-
ment and the public, said State
General Secretary
Anjaneyulu.

Speaking to the media on
Wednesday, Anjaneyulu high-
lighted the challenges faced by
journalists, who should oper-
ate in a free environment but
are increasingly caught be-
tween political parties and me-
dia owners. Ordinary journal-
ists, he added, end up bearing

the brunt of such conflicts. He
cited the recent attack on
Andhra Jyothi newspaper as a
concerning example.

Anjaneyulu stressed that le-
gal avenues exist to address ob-
jectionable content, including
seeking clarification from own-
ers, issuing condemnations, or
filing cases for compensation.
Direct attacks on newspaper
offices, he said, are never justi-
fied and often result in local
party workers facing legal
consequences.

Senior journalists Aluru
Girdhar and Mohan Rao, along
with APWJF Tirupati district
president Chengalrayulu and
secretary Valigam Gopi, were
present during the statement.

SevenAR Constables
Promoted to AR Head
Constables in Anantapur

Anantapur, 08 April 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Seven constables working in
the Anantapur AR (Armed Re-
serve) division have been pro-
moted to AR Head Constables
by District SP P. Jagadeesh,
IPS.Of the seven promoted, six
belong to the 2000 batch, while
one is from the 2009 batch. The
newly promoted head consta-
bles met the District SP with
due respect to express their
gratitude for the promotion.

The District Police Officers’
Association (GPOA) Adhak
Committee members Sake
Trilokanath and Lakshmi-
narayana extended their
thanks to SP Jagadeesh for
recognizing and promoting

the constables.The promotion
ceremony was attended by Ad-
ditional SP AR Elias Basha
and RIs Pawan Kumar and
Madhulu, among other senior
police officials. The officials
lauded the dedication and ser-
vice of the constables and en-
couraged them to continue
maintaining high standards in
their duties.

Officials Urged to Work Towards “Vikasit

Kurnool, 08.04.2026 | TPN
Bureau

Lankaa Dinakar, Chairman
of the 20-Point Program, em-
phasized the need for officials
to actively contribute to achiev-
ing the goals of “Vikasit
Bharat” and “Swarna Andhra”
by 2047.

During a review meeting at
the Collectorate conference
hall, Dinakar assessed the im-
plementation of central-spon-
sored schemes and projects in
Kurnool district. He highlight-
ed the Prime Minister’s vision
of a developed India and the
Chief Minister’s goal of mak-
ing Andhra Pradesh a leading
state in the country. Officials
were directed to align their ef-
forts with these objectives.

Dinakar also stressed pre-
ventive health measures for
handloom workers, ensuring
timely interventions under the
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NTR Health Services. He re-
viewed issues related to Jal
Jeevan Mission, rural water
connections, and project fund-
ing, noting that central and
state budgets have been sub-
stantially increased to ensure

s Bharat”and"Swarma Andhra" hy 2047

1
safe drinking water in all
households. He urged fast-
tracking housing, solar energy
initiatives, and employment
programs for SCs, STs, and
BCs to strengthen human re-
sources for sustainable growth.

Tirupati Eat Street Shops
Allocated Under Strict Guidelines

Tirupati City, April 8, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Tirupati Municipal Commis-
sioner N. Maurya instructed
shop owners at the newly es-
tablished Eat Street to strictly
follow government regulations
while operating their business-
es. The 14 shops, set up with
central government funding,
were allocated through a trans-
parent lottery draw held at
Kachapi Auditorium on
Wednesday, which Commis-
sioner Maurya personally con-
ducted.Of the 14 shops, 13 were
assigned via lottery, while
Shop No. 10 was directly allot-
ted to I-Stone Company. Com-

Well

missioner Maurya emphasized
that all shop owners must ad-
here to food safety and hygiene
standards prescribed by the
Food Safety and Standards Au-
thority of India. He stressed
the importance of providing
quality food to customers,
avoiding the use of expired or
unsafe ingredients, and pro-
hibiting overpricing.

Owners were instructed to
ensure that food preparation
and serving is carried out only
by healthy personnel. Main-
taining cleanliness in and
around the shops is mandatory,
with separate wet and dry
waste disposal systems in
place. The use of plastic covers

and single-use plastics is strict-
ly prohibited. Violators of
these rules will face action un-
der municipal regulations.

A presentation on food qual-
ity standards was provided by
food safety officials during the
event. The program was at-
tended by Deputy Commission-
er Amarayya, Revenue Officers
Setu Madhav and Ravi, Health
Officer Dr. Yuv Anvesh, food
safety officials Venkateshwar
Rao and Jagadish, along with
municipal staff. The initiative
aims to promote safe, hygienic,
and regulated food services in
Tirupati while ensuring trans-
parency and public accounta-
bility in shop allocation.
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BC Janardhan Reddy

Reviews

Shankar

Villas ROB in Guntur

Guntur, 08.04.2026 | TPN
Bureau

Minister BC Janardhan Red-
dy inspected the 70-year-old
Shankar Villas ROB in Guntur
city and addressed the media,
highlighting the TDP-led gov-
ernment’s efforts to modernize
the bridge.

The new 930-meter, 4-lane
ROB is sanctioned under the
Centre’s CRIF scheme with an
estimated cost of 98 crore. The
project includes raising the
height to accommodate electric
lines and double-decker trains.
Work is progressing swiftly
and is expected to be completed
by May 2027. Contractors have
been instructed to finish ahead

of schedule, with daily moni-
toring by government officials
and party leaders.

Reddy criticized the previ-
ous YSRCP administration for
neglecting the bridge and
stressed that the current gov-
ernment is prioritizing road
and infrastructure develop-
ment. He highlighted extensive
R&B road improvements, allo-
cation of 3,000 crore for road
works in 20 months, and the
development of six new air-
ports and four greenfield ports.

He reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to bal-
anced regional growth, youth
employment, and tourism
promotion.

Implement Jaladhara-Jalaharati
Program Efficiently: District
Collector Himanshu Shukla

Nellore, 08.04.2026 | TPN
Bureau

istrict Collector Himan-

shu Shukla directed offi-

cials to implement the

Jaladhara-Jalaharati

program, aimed at opti-
mal water use and groundwa-
ter recharge under the JJSSB
- Irrigation Water Societies
initiative, effectively across
the district.

In a review meeting held at
his chamber in Nellore Collec-
torate on Wednesday, Shukla
conducted a comprehensive
assessment of water availabil-
ity in various basins and sub-
basins. He emphasized the
need for sustainable measures
to enhance groundwater lev-
els in water-scarce areas and
suggested exploring connec-

tions between water-rich and

water-deficit basins.

The Collector instructed im-
provements to existing cas-
cade systems, extension of
water to downstream irriga-
tion tanks, priority restora-
tion of damaged or leaky
check dams, and exploration
of new tank construction
where feasible. He also direct-
ed strengthening of tank em-
bankments, canal desilting,
and speedy repair of sluices
and regulators.

Shukla urged officials from
concerned departments to co-
ordinate closely and imple-
ment the program within set
timelines. The meeting was
attended by Nellore Irrigation
Circle SE Nayak, Somasila
Project Circle SE, SSLC & SB
Circle SE, executive engineers
from the Water Resources De-
partment, groundwater offi-
cials, and other key staff.

Brahmin priests? Everyone
should read the book authored

Our Collective PersPectlve Towards Priests Must Change!

n our Indian society, for

thousands of years, the indi-

vidual who has commanded

universal respect is not the

Emperor, but the *Rishi*
(Sage) or *Sannyasi* (Ascetic).
In Western nations—which
prioritize material comforts—
it is the Emperor who occupies
the highest position. When cer-
tain individuals or groups en-
joy such high esteem and hon-
or for hundreds or even
thousands of years, it is only
natural—a matter of human
nature—for a sense of arro-
gance to develop among some
of them.

Introspectlon Needed Among Them,

Leaving aside the major tem-
ples, one must consider the ac-
tual income of priests in the
vast majority of temples. Why
do they continue in this profes-
sion? They serve as an act of
devotion to God, not for the
sake of income or social sta-
tus. Certain forces, intent on
dismantling the very fabric of
Indian society, have actively
sown seeds of hatred against
temple priests. The impact of
this malicious propaganda is
felt by us all.

Priests exist across all castes
even today. The priests serving
the village deities (*Grama De-

vatas*) are often women and
individuals belonging to vari-
ous non-Brahmin castes! A
thousand years ago, the 'Sa-
matamurthy' (Icon of Equali-
ty), Ramanuja, established the
system of ¥Mala Dasaris’ and
¥Madiga Dasaris’ drawn from
the Scheduled Caste (SC) com-
munities. In Kerala, Narayana
Guruy, and in the Telugu-speak-
ing region, Sadguru Malayala
Swamy, contributed signifi-
cantly in this direction.

The Samarasata Seva Foun-
dation (SSF)—established in
2015 with the blessings of
*Dharmacharyas* (religious

preceptors)—constructed 822
temples across SC, ST, and
fisherfolk colonies in two phas-
es, with financial assistance
from the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD). In the
construction of every single
temple, people from all castes
within those respective villag-
es extended their full
cooperation.

*Adhering to the principle
that "anyone, regardless of
caste, may serve as a temple
priest,* the foundation ap-
pointed individuals from the
SC, ST, and fisherfolk commu-
nities within those specific
colonies as the temple priests.
Training for all these individu-
als was provided by SVETA—
an institution affiliated with
the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams—under the guid-
ance of local (upper-caste)

Brahmin scholars.

At the sites of these newly
constructed temples, the celes-
tial wedding (Kalyanam) of
Lord Sri Venkateswara was
celebrated with the participa-
tion of thousands of devotees.
People from all castes partici-
pated in these festivities; devo-
tees residing in the SC colonies
prepared Prasadam (sacred
food offerings) in their own
homes, and people from all oth-
er castes reverently accepted
this Prasadam directly from
their hands. In many places,
people from all castes now reg-
ularly visit these temples.

Furthermore, some of these
priests are now officiating at
weddings and other auspicious
ceremonies. While the Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devasthanams,
driven by such a progressive
social outlook, is constructing
temples on a large scale in col-
onies inhabited by marginal-
ized sections of society, there
are still some who raise hue
and cry against it—individuals
who seemingly wish for the
very essence of Hinduism to
vanish.

In the current social context,
what changes are required in
the practices and conduct of

by Dr. Aravinda Rao (Retd.
DGP). I invite you to visit and
witness the temples construct-
ed by the Samarasata Seva
Foundation (SSF) across all
districts of Andhra Pradesh.
This transformation has been
made possible through the
blessings of numerous spiritu-
al leaders.

Temple in SC colony by Sa-
marasata Seva Foundation

Devotees of all castes at
Srinivasa Kalyanam in SC col-
ony temple by TTD

SCprieststrained at SVETA,
TTD-affiliated institute

District delegation of SC,
ST, and Fishermen community
priests at state conference,
Vijayawada

Group photo of SC, ST, and
Fishermen priests at SSF state
conference, Vijayawada

TVishnu,

State
President,
Samarasata

Seva Founda-
tion, Andhra
Pradesh
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MallikarjunKharge Expresses Regret Over Gujarat Remarks At Poll Rally

ongress president Mall-

ikarjunKharge expressed

“sincere regret” after his

remarks about Gujarat

during an election rally
sparked a political controversy.
His comments drew strong crit-
icism from the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) and led to
heated reactions across politi-
cal circles.

The controversy began after
Kharge’s speech during a poll
campaign in Kerala’s Idukki
district. During his address,
certain remarks about Gujarat
were perceived as offensive by
political opponents. Soon after,
BJP leaders strongly con-
demned the comments, accus-
ing the Congress president of
insulting the people of Gujarat.
The issue quickly escalated,

with several leaders demand-
ing an apology and criticizing
the Congress leadership.

Following the backlash,
Kharge clarified that his re-
marks were being misinterpret-
ed and taken out of context. He
emphasized that he had no in-
tention of hurting the senti-
ments of the people of Gujarat.
Later, he issued a statement ex-
pressing regret over the contro-
versy and reiterated his respect
for the state and its people.

In his clarification, Kharge
stated that he has always held
the people of Gujarat in high
regard and that his comments
were not meant to offend any-
one. He described his regret as
sincere and stressed that the
remarks were misunderstood.
His statement was seen as an at-

tempt to calm tensions and pre-
vent the issue from escalating
further.The incident comes at a
time when election campaign-
ing is intensifying across differ-
ent states. Political speeches
during election rallies often at-
tract attention and scrutiny, es-
pecially when they involve sen-
sitive regional issues. As a
result, even minor remarks can
quickly turn into major contro-
versies, with rival parties using
them for political advantage.
The BJP continued to criti-
cize the Congress leader, saying
such statements reflected the
party’s mindset. Meanwhile,
Congress leaders defended
Kharge, stating that his com-
ments were taken out of con-
text and that he had already
clarified his position. They also

emphasized that the Congress
party respects all states and
communities.

Political observers noted that
controversies during election
campaigns are not uncommon,
particularly when leaders ad-
dress large crowds and make
spontaneous remarks. The rap-
id spread of information
through social media further
amplifies such issues, often in-
tensifying political debates.

Despite the controversy,
Kharge’s expression of regret
is viewed as an effort to defuse
tensions and shift focus back to
election campaigning. As the
political atmosphere continues
to heat up, leaders across par-
ties are likely to remain cau-
tious with their statements to
avoid similar controversies.

~ WELCOME

Cﬁhat’tigarh’s Visidn to

Transform Bastar From Maoist
Corridor to Tourist Hub

hhattisgarh is launching
an ambitious plan to
transform the Bastar re-
gion — long known as a
Maoist stronghold — into
a thriving centre of tourism,
infrastructure, and economic
growth. The plan, called
“Bastar 2.0,” aims to shift the
region’s identity from a con-
flict zone to a prosperous desti-
nation, improving the quality
of life for local communities.

For decades, Bastar was syn-
onymous with left-wing ex-
tremism and insecurity. How-
ever, with sustained security
efforts and a focus on ending
insurgency, the region has
made significant progress to-
ward peace. The state govern-
ment is now seeking to capital-
ise on this stability by driving
rapid development across mul-
tiple sectors.

A Kkey pillar of the plan is
tourism development. Bastar’s
natural attractions, including
Chitrakote and Tirathgarh wa-

terfalls and Kanger Valley Na-
tional Park, will be upgraded
with better facilities, connec-
tivity, and marketing to attract
both domestic and internation-
al visitors. Adventure tourism
amenities, such as canopy
walks and glass bridges, are
also planned to make the re-
gion more appealing to global
travellers.

Infrastructure expansion is
another major focus. The plan
proposes building new roads,
bridges, enhanced railway
links, and improvements to
airport infrastructure, con-
necting remote tribal areas
with urban centres and nation-
al markets. Rural road projects
are being prioritised to ensure
even the most isolated villages
gain access to basic services
and opportunities.

Social services are also a
critical component. The plan
includes new educational fa-
cilities, permanent healthcare
centres, super-speciality hospi-

tals, and upgraded schools.
These investments aim to im-
prove human development in-
dicators that have lagged due
to years of conflict and
neglect.

Livelihood and economic ini-
tiatives are central to the devel-
opment strategy. The plan tar-
gets increasing household
incomes through expanded ag-
riculture, irrigation projects,
skill training programmes,
and entrepreneurship support.
The “Anjor Vision 2047” initia-
tive aims to nurture thousands
of new enterprises, helping
Bastar residents secure stable
livelihoods.

The government believes
that the end of Maoist violence
has opened a new chapter for
Bastar. By transforming for-
mer conflict zones into centres
of development, tourism, and
opportunity, Bastar is being po-
sitioned as a model region for
sustainable growth and cultur-
al celebration.

National Launch of 8th PoshanPakhwada 2026
to Focus on Early Childhood Brain Development

he Ministry of Women

and Child Development

will launch the 8th edi-

tion of PoshanPakhwada

from April 9 to April 23,
2026, reaffirming the Govern-
ment of India’s commitment
to improving nutrition out-
comes and strengthening ear-
ly childhood development
across the country. The nation-
al launch event is scheduled to
take place on April 9, 2026, at
VigyanBhavan in New Delhi,
where key stakeholders, poli-
cymakers, and frontline work-
ers will come together to pro-
mote the importance of
nutrition and early childhood
care.

This year’s PoshanPakhwa-
da will focus on the theme
“Maximizing Brain Develop-
ment in the First Six Years of
Life.” The theme highlights
the significance of early child-
hood, particularly the first
1,000 days, which are critical
for brain development, physi-
cal growth, and overall well-
being. Scientific evidence sug-
gests that more than 85 percent
of brain development occurs
by the age of six, making early
nutrition, caregiving, and
stimulation essential for
building a strong foundation
for a child’s future.

The inaugural event will be
led by Union Minister for
Women and Child Develop-
ment Annpurna Devi, along
with Minister of State Savitri
Thakur and senior officials
from the ministry. The pro-

gramme will showcase best
practices from states and un-
ion territories, launch key ini-
tiatives, and recognize the con-
tributions of Anganwadi
workers and other frontline
personnel who play a vital role
in delivering nutrition and
early childhood services.

The government has identi-
fied several key focus areas for
PoshanPakhwada 2026. These
include maternal and child
nutrition, early stimulation
for brain development in chil-
dren aged 0-3 years, and play-
based education for children
aged 3-6 years. These initia-
tives aim to promote holistic
development and improve
school readiness among young
children. In addition, the cam-
paign will emphasize reducing
screen time among young chil-
dren and encouraging greater
parental involvement in child
development.

Another important compo-
nent of this year’s PoshanPa-
khwada is strengthening An-
ganwadi centres through
community participation. The
campaign will encourage col-
laboration between local com-
munities, families, and insti-
tutions to enhance
infrastructure and improve
service delivery at grassroots
levels. This approach aims to
create a supportive environ-
ment for children’s growth
and development.

During the fortnight-long
campaign, activities will be or-
ganized across states and un-

ion territories through An-
ganwadi centres. These
activities will include aware-
ness sessions, Poshan Pan-
chayats, early stimulation ex-
ercises, play-based learning
programmes, and campaigns
promoting healthy lifestyles.
Mothers, caregivers, families,
community institutions, and
local bodies will actively par-
ticipate in these events to pro-
mote better nutrition and ear-
ly childhood care practices.

PoshanPakhwada is a key
initiative under PoshanAbhi-
yaan, the Government of In-
dia’s flagship programme to
improve nutrition outcomes.
Over the years, PoshanAbhi-
yaan has evolved into a nation-
wide movement aimed at re-
ducing malnutrition and
improving maternal and child
health through community
participation and behavioural
change.

PoshanPakhwada serves as
an important pillar of this
mission by mobilizing com-
munities and promoting
awareness at the grassroots
level.

Through PoshanPakhwada
2026, the government aims to
strengthen the national move-
ment for better nutrition and
early childhood development.
By focusing on the first six
years of life, the initiative
seeks to ensure that every
child receives the care, nutri-
tion, and learning opportuni-
ties necessary for a healthy
and productive future.
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Leema Rose Emerges as Wealthiest
Candidate in Tamil Nadu Elections

creasingly interesting this

time, with several new de-

velopments attracting
public attention. One of the
major highlights is the entry
of actor Vijay’s newly formed
political party, which has in-
tensified competition across
constituencies. Additionally, a
large number of young candi-
dates are contesting, making
the political atmosphere more
dynamic. Amid all this, a wom-
an candidate, Leema Rose, has
emerged as the wealthiest con-
testant in the Tamil Nadu elec-
tions, drawing widespread
attention.

Leema Rose is contesting
from the Lalgudi constituency
in Tiruchirappalli district as a
candidate of the ATADMK par-
ty. Her massive wealth has
made headlines, as her family
assets are reportedly valued at

5,863 crore. Out of this, her
personal assets alone are said
to be worth 1,049 crore, mak-
ing her the richest candidate in
the fray.

Leema Rose is the wife of
Santiago Martin, a well-known
lottery business entrepreneur.
At the age of 58, she has recent-
ly entered politics and joined
the AIADMK party. It is also
reported that she made a sig-
nificant donation to the party
after joining, further strength-
ening her political presence.

According to the details pro-
vided in her nomination affida-
vit, Leema Rose possesses sub-
stantial movable and
immovable assets. Her de-
clared assets include 19 Kilo-
grams of gold, diamond jewel-

he Tamil Nadu Assembly
I elections have become in-

lery weighing 1,217 carats, 13
kilograms of silver, and 33
grams of platinum. In terms of
financial value, she has mova-
ble assets worth 139.63 crore
and immovable assets worth
909.94 crore. Despite her im-
mense wealth, she also report-
ed liabilities amounting to 8.57
crore.Her husband, Santiago
Martin, reportedly owns assets
worth over 4,100 crore. His de-
clared jewellery includes 281
grams of gold, 9.83 carats of
diamonds, 21 kilograms of sil-
ver, and 321 grams of platinum.
Together, the couple’s financial
strength places them among
the wealthiest political fami-
lies participating in the
elections.

Interestingly, Leema Rose’s
educational qualification is
only up to the sixth grade. Re-
ports also suggest that four
cases are registered against
her. Despite these factors, she
is believed to enjoy considera-
ble support among voters in
the Lalgudi constituency. Local
discussions and speculation
suggest that she is a strong con-
tender and may have a good
chance of winning.LLeema Rose
has expressed confidence in
her ability to bring develop-
ment to the constituency. She
has stated that once elected,
she will focus on improving in-
frastructure and creating op-
portunities for employment.
Her campaign has already gen-

oA \

erated temporary employment
for thousands of young people.
Apart from politics, Leema
Rose is also associated with so-
cial service activities through
the Martin Charity Founda-
tion, which has reportedly
been involved in welfare initia-
tives for several years. Her sup-
porters believe that her finan-
cial strength and philanthropic
background could contribute
to the development of the Lal-
gudi constituency.

With strong financial back-
ing, growing political pres-
ence, and active campaigning,
Leema Rose has become one of
the most talked-about candi-
dates in the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana Completes 11
Years: Driving Growth for Small Entrepreneurs

he Government of India
has marked the 11th anni-
versary of the Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY), celebrating its
significant contribution to em-
powering small entrepreneurs
and strengthening the coun-
try’s micro and small business
ecosystem. Launched on April
8, 2015, the scheme was de-
signed to provide easy access
to collateral-free loans for non-
corporate and non-farm enter-
prises. Over the years, the ini-
tiative has emerged as a major
driver of financial inclusion,
enabling millions of individu-
als to start or expand their
businesses and improve their
livelihoods.
Boosting Grassroots
Entrepreneurship
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yo-
jana was introduced to bridge
the gap in access to formal
credit for small businesses.
Many micro-entrepreneurs, es-
pecially in rural and semi-ur-
ban areas, often struggled to
obtain loans due to lack of col-
lateral or formal financial re-
cords. The scheme addressed
this challenge by offering col-
lateral-free loans of up to 20
lakh through banks, Non-
Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs), and Micro Finance
Institutions (MFIs). This sim-
plified access to credit has en-
couraged individuals to take
up entrepreneurial activities
and contribute to economic
growth.
Micro, Small and Medium

Performance of PM MUDRA Yojana @-1}?

Loans Sanctioned

57.79 Crore

Loan Amount

240.07 Lakh Crore

{An af Z7n sacwren 2076}

Disbursement Amount

Enterprises (MSMESs) play a vi-
tal role in India’s economy by
generating employment, sup-
porting industrial growth, and
promoting balanced regional
development. By providing fi-
nancial support to these enter-
prises, PMMY has strength-
ened their ability to expand
operations, improve productiv-
ity, and create job opportuni-
ties. The scheme has also en-
couraged innovation and
entrepreneurship at the grass-
roots level, helping individuals
transform their ideas into sus-
tainable businesses.

Expanding Financial
Inclusion

Since its launch, the Prad-
han Mantri Mudra Yojana has
disbursed a substantial
amount of credit through
crores of loans, demonstrating
its wide reach and effective-
ness. The initiative has suc-
cessfully brought many first-

A

New Entreprensurs

time borrowers into the formal
financial system. The scheme’s
focus on “funding the unfund-
ed” has empowered individu-
als from diverse backgrounds,
including women, youth, and
rural entrepreneurs, to be-
come financially independent.

Over the past decade, the
scheme has played a crucial
role in transforming the credit
landscape. Many beneficiaries
who once relied on informal
sources of finance now have
access to institutional credit at
reasonable interest rates. This
shift has reduced financial vul-
nerability and improved busi-
ness sustainability.

Supporting Inclusive
Economic Growth

The Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana has significantly con-
tributed to inclusive economic
growth by supporting micro-
entrepreneurship across sec-
tors such as manufacturing,

services, and trading. The
scheme has helped generate
employment opportunities and
enhance income levels, par-
ticularly in rural and under-
served regions. It has also en-
couraged small businesses to
formalize operations and inte-
grate into the broader econom-
ic framework.The growth of
digital banking and improved
financial infrastructure has
further enhanced the effective-
ness of the scheme. Simplified
loan processes, online applica-
tions, and faster approvals
have made it easier for entre-
preneurs to access funding and
grow their businesses.

Towards a

Self-Reliant India

As PMMY completes 11
years, the government reaf-
firmed its commitment to con-
tinuing support for small en-
trepreneurs and strengthening
the MSME sector. The scheme
is expected to play a crucial
role in achieving long-term
economic goals and empower-
ing individuals to become ac-
tive contributors to national
development.Overall, the Prad-
han Mantri Mudra Yojana has
emerged as a transformative
initiative that promotes entre-
preneurship, enhances finan-
cial inclusion, and supports
inclusive growth. By providing
access to credit and encourag-
ing grassroots innovation, the
scheme continues to uplift mil-
lions of individuals and con-
tribute to building a stronger
and self-reliant India.
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2 Hours Before Trump’s Deadline, US-Iran Ceasefire
Sealed; Mojtaba Khamenei Played Key Role

'__ﬂ

dramatic last-minute dip-

lomatic breakthrough

helped prevent a major

escalation between the

United States and Iran,
with both sides agreeing to a
ceasefire just hours before for-
mer US President Donald
Trump’s deadline for potential
large-scale military action.
The development came after
weeks of intense conflict that
had pushed the region to the
brink of a wider war.

According to reports, the
ceasefire agreement was
reached roughly 90 minutes be-
fore Trump’s deadline, during
which he had warned of devas-
tating consequences if Iran did
not comply. The warning re-
portedly included threats of
massive destruction, raising
fears of a broader regional con-
flict. However, last-minute ne-
gotiations led to a break-
through and the announcement
of a temporary truce.

A key role in the break-
through was played by Iran’s
new Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, son of former lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Re-

ports indicate that Mojtaba,
who had largely stayed out of
public view during the conflict,
encouraged Iranian negotia-
tors to move forward with a

China Played Quiet Role In US-Iran
Ceasefire, Trump Suggests

hina appears to have

played a quiet but signifi-

cant diplomatic role in

the ceasefire between

United States and Iran,
with former US President Don-
ald Trump indicating that Bei-
jing helped bring Tehran to the
negotiating table. The cease-
fire came after weeks of esca-
lating tensions that threatened
a wider regional conflict.

Trump acknowledged Chi-
na’s possible involvement
when asked whether Beijing
had influenced Iran to agree to
the truce. He responded by say-
ing he believed China played a
role in encouraging negotia-
tions. The comments came
amid growing reports that Chi-
na had quietly worked behind
the scenes to ease tensions and
promote dialogue.

Behind-The-Scenes
Diplomacy

China, which is one of Iran’s
largest trading partners, re-
portedly used its diplomatic
channels to push for peace.
Sources indicated that Chinese
officials stayed in contact with
Iranian counterparts during
the negotiations, encouraging
them to consider a ceasefire.
Beijing is believed to have
worked through intermediar-
ies such as Pakistan, Turkey,
and Egypt to promote dialogue
and reduce tensions.

China’s efforts were largely
conducted quietly, without ma-
jor public announcements. Of-
ficials suggested that Beijing
preferred indirect diplomacy,
using trusted regional part-

enjamin Netanyahu has

ners to communicate with Iran
and encourage a negotiated
solution.

Strategic Interests Behind
China’s Move

China also had strategic rea-
sons to support a ceasefire. The
ongoing conflict raised con-
cerns about global energy sup-
plies and economic stability,
issues that directly affect Chi-
na’s economy. Chinese officials
expressed concern about the
war’s impact on global markets
and urged all parties to show
restraint and move toward
peace. Another factor was
Trump’s planned visit to Bei-
jing in mid-May to meet Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping. Re-
ports indicated that China
wanted tensions to ease before
the high-level meeting, which
had already been delayed due
to the conflict.

Quiet Diplomacy Gains
Attention

Although China has not of-
ficially detailed its involve-
ment, its behind-the-scenes ef-
forts have drawn attention as a
sign of Beijing’s growing diplo-
matic influence. Analysts note
that China’s role reflects its in-
creasing involvement in global
conflict resolution and its in-
terest in maintaining regional
stability.

The ceasefire remains tem-
porary, with negotiations ex-
pected to continue. However,
China’s quiet intervention is
being seen as one of the factors
that helped create space for di-
plomacy and avoid further es-
calation in the region.

deal for the first time since hos-
tilities began. His intervention
is believed to have paved the
way for the ceasefire
agreement.

The ceasefire, which is ex-
pected to last two weeks, in-
cludes reopening the strategi-
cally crucial Strait of Hormuz
— one of the world’s most im-

portant oil shipping routes.
The reopening is expected to
ease global energy concerns
and stabilise oil markets that
were impacted by the conflict.

Following the agreement,
Iran also ordered its military
to halt operations, although of-
ficials clarified that the truce
does not signal the end of the
war. The temporary ceasefire
is intended to create space for
further negotiations between
both sides.

The United States also
paused planned attacks as part
of the agreement. Trump later
described the ceasefire as a ma-
jor achievement, while offi-
cials from multiple countries
welcomed the move as a step
toward de-escalation.

The conflict, which lasted for
several weeks, had raised fears
of wider instability across the
Middle East and disruptions to
global energy supply. With the
ceasefire now in place, diplo-
matic talks are expected to con-
tinue, though uncertainty re-
mains over whether the
temporary truce will lead to a
lasting peace.

Iran Lists 10 Ceasefire Conditions;
Trump Calls Proposal “Workable”

ran has put forward a

10-point ceasefire proposal

to the United States amid es-

calating tensions, with for-

mer US President Donald
Trump describing the plan as a
“workable basis” for negotia-
tions. The proposal comes as
both sides agreed to a tempo-
rary two-week ceasefire aimed
at preventing further military
escalation and allowing diplo-
matic discussions.

The ceasefire follows weeks
of rising tensions between
Iran and the United States that
raised concerns of a broader
regional conflict. The tempo-
rary truce is intended to create
space for negotiations, with
both sides attempting to reach
a long-term settlement.

Trump Calls Proposal
“Workable”

Donald Trump confirmed
that the United States had re-
ceived Iran’s proposal and de-
scribed it as a “workable”
starting point for negotiations.
He indicated that several key
issues could potentially be re-
solved during the ceasefire pe-
riod.The temporary pause is
expected to allow diplomats to
hold discussions and explore
possibilities for a more perma-

Iran’s 10 Ceasefire Conditions

Iran’s proposal reportedly outlines several key demands that
would form the basis for negotiations. These include:

1.A non-aggression agreement between both sides

2.Continued Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz

3.Acceptance of Iran’s uranium enrichment programme

4.Lifting of all primary US sanctions on Iran

5.Removal of secondary sanctions

6.Withdrawal of United Nations Security Council resolutions

against Iran

7.Ending International Atomic Energy Agency restrictions

8.Compensation for damages caused during the conflict

9.Withdrawal of US combat forces from the region

10.Cessation of hostilities involving Iran and its allies

These demands reflect Iran’s broader strategic concerns, par-
ticularly regarding sanctions relief and recognition of its nu-

clear programme.

nent agreement. However, ma-
jor issues such as sanctions,
nuclear policy, and regional
military presence remain
unresolved.

Fragile Ceasefire

Officials from both sides
have emphasized that the
ceasefire is only temporary
and depends on progress in ne-
gotiations. While the truce has

eased immediate fears of esca-
lation, uncertainty remains
about whether talks will lead
to lasting peace.The coming
weeks are expected to be cru-
cial as negotiations continue.
Observers believe the outcome
of these discussions could de-
termine whether tensions ease
permanently or if the conflict
risks resurfacing.

against Hezbollah may con-

Netanyahu Backs US-Iran Ceaseflre, Says Hezhollah Not Included

backed the decision by
Donald Trump to imple-
ment a two-week ceasefire
between United States
and Iran, but clarified that the
truce does not apply to Leba-
non’s Hezbollah. The state-
ment highlighted continuing
tensions in the region despite
the broader pause in hostili-
ties.Israel said it supports the
US effort to ensure that Iran no
longer poses a nuclear, missile,
or security threat to Israel and
its allies. However, Netanyahu
made it clear that Israel would
continue operations against
Hezbollah in Lebanon, separat-
ing those actions from the
broader ceasefire agreement.
The Israeli leader’s com-
ments came shortly after She-
hbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of
Pakistan, stated that the cease-
fire agreement extended “eve-
rywhere,” including Lebanon.

Netanyahu’s clarification con-
tradicted that claim, emphasiz-
ing that the truce was limited
to the US-Iran conflict only.
Lebanon Conflict Still
Active
Lebanon became involved in

the broader regional conflict
after Hezbollah launched rock-
ets toward Israel. The attacks
were reportedly carried out in
response to escalating tensions
involving Iran. Israel then re-
sponded with large-scale

strikes in Lebanon, which led
to significant casualties and
displacement of civilians.
Despite the ceasefire be-
tween the United States and
Iran, Israel’s stance suggests
that military operations

tinue, raising concerns about
the possibility of ongoing in-
stability in the Middle East.

Ceasefire For US-Iran
Tensions

The ceasefire between the
United States and Iran was
announced shortly before a
deadline set by Donald
Trump for potential military
escalation. The temporary
truce aims to create space for
diplomatic talks and reduce
tensions in the region. Nego-
tiations between both sides
are expected to take place
soon, with hopes of reaching
a longer-term agreement.
While the ceasefire has eased
immediate fears of a broader
conflict, Netanyahu’s re-
marks highlight that regional
tensions remain unresolved,
particularly along Israel’s
northern border with
Lebanon.
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“Not End Of War”: Iran’s
Mojtaba Khamenei Orders
MilitaryTo Stop Firing

ran’s Supreme Leader Moj-

taba Khamenei has ordered

all military units to halt fir-

ing after Tehran agreed to a

temporary ceasefire with the
United States. However, he
warned that the move should
not be seen as the end of the
conflict, emphasizing that the
situation remains fragile and
uncertain.

The announcement comes
after weeks of escalating ten-
sions and military confronta-
tions that pushed the region to
the brink of a wider war. In a
statement broadcast on state
media, Mojtaba Khamenei in-
structed Iranian armed forces
to immediately stop military
operations. Despite this direc-
tive, he made it clear that Iran
remains alert and ready to re-
spond if any further aggres-
sion takes place.

Khamenei stressed that the
ceasefire is only a temporary
pause aimed at creating room
for diplomatic negotiations. He
warned that Iran’s military
forces remain fully prepared
and that any violation of the
ceasefire would be met with a
strong response. The leader-
ship also indicated that the
country’s defensive posture
would remain unchanged dur-
ing the ceasefire period.

The temporary truce follows
nearly 40 days of conflict that
heightened fears of a broader
regional crisis. The confronta-
tion led to casualties and rising
tensions across the Middle
East, raising concerns about
global stability and energy
supply disruptions. Although

hostilities have paused Irani-
an officials stated that their
strategic objectives had largely
been achieved during the
conflict.

As part of the ceasefire
framework, Iran reportedly
presented a set of conditions
for further negotiations. These
include easing sanctions, re-
ducing foreign military pres-
ence in the region, compensa-
tion for damages, and
recognition of Iran’s strategic
and security concerns. These
proposals are expected to serve
as the foundation for discus-
sions during the ceasefire
period.

Negotiations between both
sides are expected to continue
over the next two weeks. Offi-
cials suggested that the truce
could be extended depending
on progress in talks. However,
Iran made it clear that the con-
flict cannot be considered over
unless meaningful agreements
are reached.

Meanwhile, global observers
are closely watching develop-
ments, as the ceasefire has tem-
porarily eased tensions in the
Middle East. Despite the pause
in hostilities, uncertainty re-
mains about whether the diplo-
matic efforts will lead to last-
ing peace or if the region could
witness renewed conflict.

The situation highlights the
delicate balance between diplo-
macy and military readiness,
with both sides stepping back
from immediate confrontation
while remaining cautious
about future developments.

World Leaders Welcome
US-Iran Ceasefire, Call It
“Big Day for World Peace”

orld leaders across the
globe cautiously wel-
comed the two-week
ceasefire between Unit-
ed States and Iran, an-
nounced by Donald Trump, de-
scribing it as a positive step
toward de-escalation while
urging all sides to pursue last-
ing peace. The truce is expect-
ed to reopen the strategically
important Strait of Hormuz
and reduce tensions following
weeks of conflict.
Governments from Asia, Eu-
rope, and the Middle East de-
scribed the ceasefire as an im-
portant opportunity for
diplomacy but warned that
sustained negotiations are
needed to prevent the situation
from slipping back into con-
flict. Several countries also
stressed the importance of re-
storing safe passage through
the Strait of Hormugz, a critical
route that carries a significant
portion of global oil supplies.
Israel Supports Ceasefire
With Conditions
Benjamin Netanyahu backed
the US decision to pause
strikes, saying Israel supports
efforts to ensure Iran no longer
poses a nuclear or missile
threat. However, he clarified
that the ceasefire does not in-
clude Lebanon, where Israeli
forces continue to confront
Hezbollah.
Iraq and Egypt Call for
Diplomacy
Iraq welcomed the ceasefire
but urged both sides to fully
commit to the agreement and
avoid further escalation. Mean-
while, Egypt described the
truce as an important opportu-
nity to push for negotiations
and emphasized regional sta-
bility and secure maritime
navigation.
United Nations Urges
Lasting Peace
United Nations Secretary-
General AnténioGuterres wel-
comed the ceasefire and called
on all parties to respect the
agreement. He said the move
could pave the way toward a
comprehensive and lasting

peace while emphasizing the
need to protect civilian lives.

Asian Nations Stress
Stability

Japan highlighted the need
for concrete steps to de-esca-
late tensions, especially ensur-
ing safe navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz. Japan,
which depends heavily on oil
imports through the route,
stressed that diplomacy should
lead to a final agreement soon.

Malaysia also described the
ceasefire as a crucial step to-
ward restoring stability and
urged all parties to respect the
agreement fully.

Australia and New Zealand
Urge Caution

Australia warned that pro-
longed conflict would signifi-
cantly impact the global econo-
my and increase human
suffering, calling for strict ad-
herence to the ceasefire.

New Zealand welcomed the
truce but emphasized that sig-
nificant work remains to
achieve lasting peace, pledging
support for diplomatic efforts
in the coming weeks.

Overall, while global leaders
welcomed the ceasefire as a
major step toward de-escala-
tion, they stressed that the
agreement remains fragile and
must be followed by sustained
diplomacy to achieve long-
term peace.
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ndian stock markets

witnessed a strong

rally for the fifth

consecutive session,

with benchmark in-
dices surging nearly 4
percent following eas-
ing geopolitical ten-
sions after a ceasefire
announcement be-
tween the United
States and Iran. The
positive global senti-
ment, along with fall-
ing crude oil prices
and supportive domes-
tic cues, lifted investor
confidence across
sectors.

The benchmark BSE
Sensex surged 2,946
points, or 3.95 percent,
to close at 77,562.90,
while the Nifty 50
jumped 873 points, or
3.78 percent, to end
near the 24,000 mark.
Both indices recorded
their best single-day
performance in nearly
a year, reflecting

broad-based buying
across the market.

Ceasefire Sparks
Global Market
Optimism

The rally was large-
ly driven by the an-
nouncement of a two-
week ceasefire
between the United
States and Iran, which
eased fears of escala-
tion in the Middle
East. The development
triggered a sharp fall
in crude oil prices, im-
proving India’s macro-
economic outlook.
Lower oil prices typi-
cally help reduce infla-
tionary pressure and
improve fiscal stabili-
ty, which boosted in-
vestor sentiment.

Markets opened
with strong gains and
maintained upward
momentum through-
out the session. The
rally was supported by
heavy buying across

sectors and strong par-
ticipation from mid-
cap and small-cap
stocks.

Broader Markets
Join The Rally

Broader markets
also witnessed strong
buying interest. The
Nifty Midcap and
Smallcap indices rose
around 4 percent each,
indicating widespread
participation beyond
large-cap stocks. Near-
ly 100 stocks touched
their 52-week highs on
the Bombay Stock Ex-
change, reflecting
strong bullish senti-
ment among
investors.

Several sectors saw
sharp gains, with auto
and realty stocks ris-
ing more than 6 per-
cent. Banking and fi-
nancial stocks also
recorded strong buy-
ing, contributing sig-
nificantly to the over-

all market rally. All
sectoral indices ended
the day in positive ter-
ritory, highlighting the
broad-based nature of
the surge.

Market Cap Jumps
Over 716 Lakh Crore

The strong rally add-
ed significant wealth
for investors. The total
market capitalisation
of BSE-listed compa-
nies surged by more
than 16lakh croreina
single session, reflect-
ing the sharp improve-
ment in investor confi-
dence and buying
momentum.

RBI Policy Adds
Support

The rally also re-
ceived support from
the Reserve Bank of
India, which kept the
repo rate unchanged at
5.25 percent. The cen-
tral bank maintained a
neutral stance while
projecting 6.9 percent

Silver Futures Soar Over
6%To 2.46Lakh/kgOn
Safe-Haven Demand

ilver prices surged sharp-
ly in futures trade, climb-
ing more than 6 percent to
2.46 lakh per kilogram,
driven by strong global
cues and increased demand for
safe-haven assets amid geopo-
litical developments. The rally
reflects growing investor inter-
est in precious metals as uncer-
tainty continues in global mar-
kets.On the Multi Commodity
Exchange of India, silver con-
tracts for May delivery jumped
15,028, or 6.5 percent, to
2,46,376 per kilogram, com-
pared to the previous close of
2,31,348. The sharp rise
marked one of the biggest sin-
gle-day gains for the metal in
recent sessions.
Ceasefire Boosts Investor
Sentiment
The surge in silver prices fol-
lowed the announcement of a
two-week ceasefire between
the United States and Iran,
which lifted investor senti-
ment across global markets.
While easing tensions im-
proved risk appetite in equi-
ties, investors also increased
exposure to precious metals to
hedge against ongoing uncer-
tainties. Silver is often consid-
ered a safe-haven asset, mean-
ing investors tend to move
toward it during periods of
geopolitical tension, economic
uncertainty, or currency vola-
tility. The recent developments
triggered fresh buying inter-
est, pushing prices higher.
Global Trends Support
Rally
The domestic rally mirrored
strong global trends in precious

Volatility Expected
Ahead

Despite the strong rally,
analysts warned that silver
prices may remain volatile.
Much of the movement de-
pends on geopolitical devel-
opments, global interest rate
trends, and currency fluctu-
ations. Any major shift in
these factors could influence
precious metal prices in the
short term.However, the re-
cent surge indicates strong
investor interest in silver, es-
pecially during uncertain
global conditions. With geo-
political tensions still linger-
ing and global economic
risks persisting, precious
metals like silver are expect-
ed to remain in focus.The
sharp jump to 2.46 lakh per
kilogram highlights silver’s
growing appeal among in-
vestors, as they seek stabili-
ty and protection against
global market volatility

metals. International silver pric-
es also gained amid continued
geopolitical concerns and fluc-
tuations in currency markets. A
softer US dollar and improved
demand for precious metals fur-
ther supported the upward
movement.Market analysts not-
ed that investors are increasing-
ly turning to silver not only as a
safe-haven asset but also due to
its strong industrial demand. Sil-
ver is widely used in electronics,
solar panels, electric vehicles,
and other industrial applica-
tions, which continues to sup-
port long-term demand.

India At “Sweet Spot” With 10-15%

ECONOMY

economic growth for
FY27. The decision re-
assured investors and
supported financial
stocks.

Positive Outlook
But Caution Remains

While markets cele-
brated the ceasefire
and falling oil prices,
analysts warned that
the rally may remain
sensitive to geopoliti-
cal developments. Sus-
tained peace and sta-
ble global conditions
will be crucial for
maintaining the posi-
tive momentum.

Despite the caution,
the five-day rally re-
flects strong investor
confidence returning
to Indian markets.
With global tensions
easing and domestic
fundamentals remain-
ing stable, markets
may continue to see
positive momentum in
the near term.

Upside Despite War lJitters

ndia’s equity markets are

currently in a “sweet spot”

with attractive valuations

and strong macroeconomic

fundamentals, offering 10-15
percent upside with limited
downside, according to Dhira-
jRelli, Managing Director and
CEO of HDFC Securities.

Speaking amid ongoing geo-
political tensions in West Asia
and volatile global markets,
Relli said India remains rela-
tively resilient compared to
other economies. Despite un-
certainty driven by rising
crude oil prices and global in-
stability, he emphasized that
India’s macroeconomic envi-
ronment continues to remain
strong and supportive for
investors.

Attractive Valuations After
Long Correction

Relli noted that Indian mar-
kets have become attractive af-
ter nearly 18 months of correc-
tion, bringing valuations down
to around 18 times earnings.
He described this level as rea-
sonable and favourable for
long-term investors. According
to him, the risk-reward equa-
tion currently favours inves-
tors, with only about 5 percent
downside risk compared to 10-
15 percent potential upside.

This improvement in valua-
tions has made Indian equities
appealing again, especially as

global investors search for sta-
ble markets during uncertain
times.

Strong Macroeconomic
Fundamentals

Despite global headwinds,
India’s macroeconomic out-
look remains robust. Relli
highlighted that economic
growth continues to stay resil-
ient even as many global econ-
omies face slowing growth. He
also pointed out that most
agencies have made only mi-
nor downward revisions to In-
dia’s GDP forecasts, indicating
continued confidence in the
country's economic strength.

He also mentioned that glob-
al volatility driven by geopo-
litical tensions, rising oil pric-
es, and inflation concerns has
created a VUCA environ-
ment—characterized by vola-
tility, uncertainty, complexity,
and ambiguity. However, India
has emerged as a relative safe
haven in this challenging
scenario.

Earnings Growth Still
Healthy

Relli expects corporate earn-
ings growth to moderate slight-
ly from earlier projections but
still remain in double digits.
Earlier estimates suggested
growth in the mid-teens, but
even with moderation, earn-
ings are expected to remain
strong enough to support mar-

ket performance.

Broad-based earnings recov-
ery across sectors is another
factor supporting his optimis-
tic outlook for Indian equities.

Domestic Triggers To Drive
Markets

According to Relli, once geo-
political tensions ease, market
attention is likely to shift back
to domestic factors such as the
monsoon season, festive de-
mand, and major events like
the IPL, which typically boost
economic activity and investor
sentiment.

He added that investor senti-
ment tends to improve quickly
once global uncertainties re-
duce, which could further sup-
port market gains.

Cautious Optimism Ahead

While maintaining a positive
outlook, Relli advised investors
to remain selective and focus
on quality stocks. He stressed
that even though India is in a
favourable position, global
risks and geopolitical tensions
could still create short-term
volatility.

Overall, Relli concluded that
India’s combination of stable
macroeconomic fundamentals,
reasonable valuations, and ex-
pected earnings recovery plac-
es it in a strong position, mak-
ing it an attractive market for
investors despite ongoing glob-
al uncertainties.
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Markets Rally For Sth Straight Day; Sensex, Nifty Jump Nearly 4% On Ceasefire Boost

Why RBI Maintained
Status Quo On Rates
Despite Pressure On Rupee

he Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) decided to keep in-

terest rates unchanged de-

spite mounting pressure

on the Indian rupee, adopt-
ing a cautious and balanced ap-
proach amid global uncertain-
ty and domestic economic
considerations. The decision
reflects the central bank’s ef-
fort to maintain stability while
navigating complex economic
challenges.

Balancing The “Impossible
Trinity”

One of the key reasons be-
hind the RBI's decision is the
challenge of managing what
economists call the “impossi-
ble trinity” — maintaining
monetary policy independ-
ence, allowing free capital
movement, and ensuring cur-
rency stability at the same
time. When capital flows be-
come volatile, defending the
rupee by raising interest rates
could disrupt growth and fi-
nancial conditions. As aresult,
the RBI opted to hold rates
steady and rely on other tools
to manage currency
pressures.

Growth Remains A Priority

The central bank also con-
sidered India’s growth outlook
before making its decision.
Economic activity remains re-
silient, and policymakers pre-
ferred not to tighten financial
conditions prematurely. A rate
hike could have slowed bor-
rowing, investment, and con-
sumption, which are crucial
for sustaining growth momen-
tum. By maintaining status
quo, the RBI aimed to support
economic expansion while
monitoring global risks.

Inflation Under Watch

Inflation trends also played a
major role in the decision.
While price pressures remain
a concern, inflation has stayed
broadly within the RBI’s com-
fort zone. This gave policymak-

ers room to pause and assess
the impact of previous policy
moves instead of reacting im-
mediately to currency
fluctuations.

Global Uncertainty And
Geopolitical Risks

The decision comes amid
heightened global uncertainty,
including geopolitical tensions
and volatile capital flows. Ris-
ing crude oil prices and global
market volatility have contrib-
uted to pressure on emerging
market currencies, including
the rupee. In such an environ-
ment, the RBI preferred a cau-
tious approach rather than
making aggressive policy
changes.

Alternative Tools To
Support Rupee

Instead of changing interest
rates, the RBI has relied on oth-
er measures to manage cur-
rency volatility. These include
liquidity management, foreign
exchange interventions, and
regulatory steps to stabilise
market conditions. Such tools
allow the central bank to ad-
dress short-term currency
movements without affecting
broader economic growth.

Wait-And-Watch Strategy

The RBI’s decision reflects a
wait-and-watch approach, al-
lowing policymakers to assess
evolving global and domestic
developments. The central
bank wants to preserve flexi-
bility so it can respond quickly
if inflation rises sharply or
growth slows.Overall, the
RBI’s decision to maintain sta-
tus quo despite rupee pressure
highlights its focus on econom-
ic stability, inflation control,
and sustainable growth. While
the rupee remains under pres-
sure, the central bank has cho-
sen a measured strategy rather
than immediate rate changes,
aiming to balance multiple eco-
nomic priorities in an uncer-
tain global environment.

Wall Street Futures Jump Up to 3.5% After US-Iran Geasefire Sparks Global Market Rally

Global financial markets
witnessed a sharp rally after
news emerged of a temporary
ceasefire between the United
States and Iran, easing geopo-
litical tensions and boosting
investor sentiment worldwide.
Wall Street futures surged up
to 3.5 percent, reflecting strong
optimism among investors and
signaling a positive start for
US markets. The development
also triggered gains across
Asian and European markets,
marking one of the strongest
global rallies in recent weeks.

The ceasefire announcement
significantly reduced fears of a
wider conflict in the Middle
East, which had earlier unset-

tled global markets. Investors
reacted positively as the likeli-
hood of disruption to global oil
supply declined, particularly
through the crucial Strait of
Hormuz. With tensions easing,
oil prices fell sharply, further
supporting equities and en-
couraging investors to move
back into riskier assets. The
decline in crude prices also
lifted sectors sensitive to fuel
costs, including airlines, logis-
tics, and manufacturing
companies.

US stock futures led the rally,
with gains seen across major
indices. Technology stocks, fi-
nancials, and consumer-fo-
cused companies were among

the top beneficiaries of im-
proved sentiment. Investors
who had earlier shifted toward
safe-haven assets began re-
turning to equities, driving
broader market gains. The ral-
ly also reduced market volatil-
ity, reflecting improved confi-
dence among traders and
institutional investors.

Asian markets responded
strongly to the ceasefire news,
posting significant gains
across major indices. Europe-
an markets followed suit, re-
cording solid advances as in-
vestors welcomed signs of
easing geopolitical tensions.
The global rally highlighted
how sensitive financial mar-

kets remain to geopolitical de-
velopments, especially those
involving energy supply routes
and global trade.Indian mar-
kets also mirrored the global
optimism, with benchmark in-
dices recording sharp gains.
Sensex and Nifty surged nearly
4 percent, marking one of their
strongest performances in
months. Banking, IT, auto, and
metal stocks led the rally as in-
vestors took advantage of im-
proved global sentiment. The
broad-based buying indicated
renewed confidence in equity
markets after days of
uncertainty.

Analysts noted that the
ceasefire helped reduce risk

premiums across global mar-
kets. Lower oil prices and re-
duced geopolitical concerns
encouraged investors to re-en-
ter equities, pushing indices
higher. However, market ex-
perts also cautioned that the
rally could remain sensitive to
further developments, as the
ceasefire is temporary and de-
pendent on continued diplo-
matic progress.Investors are
now closely watching upcom-
ing negotiations between the
United States and Iran, which
will determine whether the
current relief rally can sustain
momentum. Any signs of pro-
longed peace could further
strengthen markets, while re-

newed tensmns may trigger
volatility again.

For now, the ceasefire has
provided a much-needed boost
to global equities. The surge in
Wall Street futures and gains
across international markets

- B = s |
underline the importance of
geopolitical stability in shap-
ing investor sentiment. As
markets continue to respond to
developments, traders remain
cautiously optimistic about the
outlook in the coming weeks.
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“Play Fearlessly”: Yashasvilaiswal’s Advice Powers VaibhavSooryavanshi’s Bold Attack on JasprltBumrah

fearless approach
and a few encour-
aging words from
YashasviJaiswal
elped teenage sen-
sation VaibhavsS-
ooryavanshi take on one
of the world’s best bowl-
ers, JaspritBumrah,
during a thrilling clash
in Indian Premier
League 2026.

The match between
Rajasthan Royals and
Mumbai Indians
grabbed attention not
just for the result, but
for the fearless batting
display by the young
Sooryavanshi. Facing
the experienced Bum-
rah, widely regarded as
one of the toughest
bowlers in world cricket,

the youngster showed no
signs of nerves.

After the match,
Jaiswal revealed the
brief conversation he
had with Sooryavanshi
before the youngster
went out to bat. Jaiswal
said he told him to play
freely and without any
fear, encouraging him to
express himself on the
big stage. The message
was simple but impact-
ful — trust your in-
stincts and take on the
challenge.

Sooryavanshi re-
sponded in spectacular
fashion. He attacked
Bumrah right from the
start, hitting two im-
pressive sixes, including
one off the very first de-

livery he faced. His ag-
gressive stroke play im-
mediately shifted
momentum in Ra-
jasthan’s favour and en-
ergized both teammates
and fans.

The teenage batter
went on to score a quick-
fire 39 runs off just 14
balls, showcasing re-
markable composure
and confidence. His in-
nings provided Ra-
jasthan Royals with a
flying start and reduced
pressure on the rest of
the batting lineup.
Jaiswal, meanwhile,
played a composed and
dominant knock, re-
maining unbeaten with
a well-crafted 77 runs.

Jaiswal praised the

youngster after the
match, highlighting his
fearless mindset and ma-
turity. He noted that
Sooryavanshi’s aggres-
sive batting made a big
difference, allowing the
team to maintain a
strong run rate from the
beginning. According to
Jaiswal, such fearless
performances from
young players bring pos-
itive energy to the team
and boost overall
confidence.

The moment also re-
flected the growing
trend of young talents
making an immediate
impact in the IPL.
Sooryavanshi’s confi-
dence against a bowler
of Bumrah’s calibre

demonstrated his poten-
tial and hinted at a
bright future ahead.

The partnership be-
tween experience and
youthful fearlessness ul-
timately helped Ra-
jasthan Royals secure an
important victory. Fans
and cricket experts alike
praised Sooryavanshi’s
bold approach, while
Jaiswal’s mentorship
also earned apprecia-
tion.In the end, it was a
simple piece of advice —
play fearlessly — that
turned into one of the
most talked-about mo-
ments of IPL 2026, high-
lighting the importance
of confidence, backing,
and belief in young
talent.

Hardik Pandya Wins Hearts With Gesture
For Teen Sensation VaibhavSooryavanshi

ardik Pandya may have

ended up on the losing

side, but his sportsman-

ship after the match stole

the spotlight. The Mum-
bai Indians captain earned
praise for his heartfelt gesture
towards teenage sensation Vai-
bhavSooryavanshi following a
thrilling Indian Premier
League 2026 clash against Ra-
jasthan Royals.

The match grabbed attention
after the 15-year-old Sooryavan-
shi delivered a fearless batting
performance against one of
the toughest bowling attacks in
the tournament. Taking on
star pacer JaspritBumrah, the
young batter smashed two six-
es in a single over, showing re-
markable confidence and ma-
turity beyond his age. He went
on to score a quickfire 39 runs
off just 14 balls, giving Ra-
jasthan Royals a flying start
and setting the tone for their
victory.

Despite Mumbai Indians suf-
fering defeat, Hardik Pandya
displayed true sportsmanship
after the match. Instead of
walking off disappointed, Pan-
dya approached the young bat-
ter, congratulated him warmly;,
and spent time interacting
with him. The Mumbai Indians
skipper was seen appreciating
Sooryavanshi’s fearless batting
and even examined the young-
ster’s bat while offering en-
couraging words. His gesture
quickly went viral and was
widely praised by fans and
cricket experts alike.

Pandya also spoke highly of

Sooryavanshi during the post-
match interaction. He said it
was fascinating to see such a
young player bat with so much
confidence and play fearless
shots against experienced
bowlers. The Mumbai Indians
captain added that the young-
ster’s approach and tempera-
ment were impressive and
wished him success in the
future.

The encounter took place in
a rain-affected match, where
Rajasthan Royals posted a
strong total after a blistering
start. Sooryavanshi’s aggres-
sive innings, combined with a
solid performance from the
rest of the batting lineup,
helped Rajasthan Royals se-
cure a convincing win.

However, the biggest talking
point after the game was not
just the result but Hardik Pan-

dya’s classy conduct. In a high-
ly competitive tournament like
the IPL, moments of sports-
manship often stand out, and
Pandya’s gesture towards the
young cricketer became one of
those memorable moments.

Fans praised the Mumbai In-
dians captain for encouraging
young talent despite defeat.
Many also highlighted how
such gestures help boost the
confidence of emerging play-
ers and promote the spirit of
the game.Sooryavanshi’s fear-
less innings and Pandya’s
sportsmanship together creat-
ed one of the most heartwarm-
ing moments of IPL 2026.
While Rajasthan Royals cele-
brated their win, Hardik Pan-
dya walked away with admira-
tion for his humility, proving
that sometimes, even in defeat,
a player can win hearts.

“Stephen Fleming’s Success
Depends on Dhoni?” Ex-India
Star’s Bold Claim Sparks Debate

A fresh debate has emerged
in the Indian Premier League
2026 season after former India
cricketer Sadagoppan Ramesh
made a bold claim about Ste-
phen Fleming and his success
with Chennai Super Kings.
Ramesh suggested that Flem-
ing’s achievements as head
coach are closely linked to his
long-standing partnership
with MS Dhoni.

Fleming has been one of the
longest-serving coaches in IPL
history, taking charge of Chen-
nai Super Kings in 2009. Under
his leadership, CSK became
one of the most successful
franchises in the tournament,
winning multiple titles and
consistently qualifying for the
playoffs. However, Ramesh
pointed out that most of those
successes came when Dhoni
was leading the side, raising
questions about whether Flem-
ing’s achievements were heav-
ily dependent on the legendary
captain.

The remarks come at a time
when Chennai Super Kings are
facing a challenging phase in
IPL 2026. The team has strug-
gled to find rhythm in the early
part of the season, with incon-
sistent performances drawing
criticism from fans and ex-
perts alike. Questions have
also been raised about team
combinations, batting ap-
proach, and overall strategy.

Ramesh argued that modern
T20 cricket has evolved rapidly,
with teams adopting aggres-
sive approaches right from the

start. According to him, Chen-
nai Super Kings appear to be
lagging behind this trend. He
suggested that the team’s strat-
egies have not adapted quickly
enough to the changing nature
of T20 cricket, where high-
risk, high-reward cricket has
become the norm.

The former India opener
also stressed that coaches, like
players, should be evaluated
based on performance and
adaptability. He stated that
while Fleming has enjoyed im-
mense success, the current
struggles highlight the need
for fresh thinking and adjust-
ments. His comments sparked
widespread discussion, with
fans divided over the
assessment.

Supporters of Fleming ar-
gue that his contribution to
Chennai Super Kings goes be-
yond results. They credit him
for building a strong team cul-
ture, maintaining stability, and
nurturing players over the
years. Under his coaching,
CSK earned a reputation for

consistency, calm leadership,
and smart tactical decisions.

On the other hand, some ob-
servers believe that Dhoni’s
leadership played a crucial
role in shaping CSK’s success.
They argue that the partner-
ship between Dhoni and Flem-
ing has been central to the
franchise’s achievements,
making it difficult to separate
their contributions.

Despite the criticism, Flem-
ing’s record remains impres-
sive. Chennai Super Kings
have been one of the most con-
sistent teams in IPL history,
frequently reaching playoffs
and finals. The franchise is
also known for bouncing back
strongly after difficult phases.

With IPL 2026 still underway;,
the focus now shifts to how
Chennai Super Kings respond.
The team will be aiming to im-
prove performances and si-
lence critics, while the debate
around Fleming’s success and
Dhoni’s influence continues to
generate discussion among
fans and experts alike.
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Titans Edge Gapitals by One
Run in Last-Ball Thriller

The Gujarat Titans regis-
tered a sensational one-run
victory over Delhi Capitalsina
thrilling Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 clash that
went down to the final ball,
keeping fans on the edge of
their seats.

Batting first, Gujarat Titans
put up a commanding total of
210 for 4 in their 20 overs. Cap-
tain Shubman Gill led from the
front with a well-crafted 70, an-
choring the innings with au-
thority. He received strong sup-
port from Jos Buttler, who
scored a brisk 52, and Washing-
ton Sundar, who contributed
an aggressive 55. The trio en-
sured that Gujarat maintained
momentum throughout the in-
nings, finishing strongly with
a flurry of boundaries in the
death overs.

In reply, Delhi Capitals
launched an impressive chase,
driven by a superb innings
from KL Rahul, who scored 92
off just 52 balls. His knock,
filled with elegant strokes and
timely acceleration, kept Delhi
firmly in contention. Pathum
Nissanka also played a crucial
role, adding 41 runs and build-
ing a solid partnership with
Rahul to keep the required run
rate under control.

However, Gujarat Titans
fought back in the middle overs
with timely breakthroughs.

The bowlers applied pressure
by restricting easy scoring op-
portunities and picking up key
wickets at crucial moments,
gradually shifting the momen-
tum of the game.The match
reached a dramatic climax in
the final over, with Delhi need-
ing 13 runs to win. The tension
mounted as boundaries and
wickets came in quick succes-
sion. Despite a late surge that
brought the equation within

reach, Gujarat’s bowlers held
their nerve under pressure.

In a dramatic finish, Delhi
Capitals fell short by just one
run, ending their innings at
209 for 8. A combination of dis-
ciplined bowling and sharp
fielding, including a decisive
final-ball effort, ensured Guja-
rat Titans emerged victorious
in one of the closest contests of
the season.The narrow win
marked a significant turna-

round for Gujarat Titans,
showcasing their resilience
and composure in high-pres-
sure situations. For Delhi Capi-
tals, despite a valiant chase,
the defeat highlighted the fine
margins that often define T20
cricket.The match will be re-
membered as one of the most
thrilling encounters of IPL
2026, underlining the unpre-
dictable and exhilarating na-
ture of the format.

Arjun Tendulkar’s Deadly Yorkers in Nets Leave
Teammates Stunned Ahead of IPL 2026 Opportunity

rjun Tendulkar is making

a strong case for selection

in IPL 2026 after deliver-

ing a sensational bowling

performance during a
practice session. The young
left-arm pacer impressed eve-
ryone with his pinpoint york-
ers, leaving even senior players
struggling in the nets and
sparking fresh discussions
about his inclusion in the play-
ing XI.

The 26-year-old, who recently
moved to Lucknow Super Gi-
ants in search of more oppor-
tunities, is yet to feature in the
playing lineup this season.
However, his performances
during practice sessions have
caught the attention of fans,
teammates, and experts alike.
A video from the nets quickly
went viral, showing Arjun re-
peatedly hitting the blockhole
with remarkable accuracy.
Rishabh Pant, the team’s cap-
tain, was among the batters
who found it difficult to coun-
ter his sharp deliveries.

Arjun’s yorkers were deliv-
ered with consistency and
pace, forcing the batters to stay
on their toes throughout the
session. The intensity of the
practice reflected his determi-
nation to break into the main
team. Despite not being select-
ed for matches so far, he ap-
pears focused on improving his
skills and making a strong im-
pression on the coaching staff.

The young pacer’s efforts
have also earned praise from
former India star Yuvraj Sin-
gh, who highlighted Arjun’s
discipline and work ethic. Ac-
cording to Yuvraj, the young-
ster has been putting in serious

effort behind the scenes and
shows strong commitment to
improving his game. Such en-
couragement from experienced
players has further strength-
ened Arjun’s case for
selection.

Arjun joined Lucknow ahead
of IPL 2026 after spending mul-
tiple seasons with Mumbai In-
dians, where opportunities
were limited. During his stint
with Mumbai, he played only a
handful of matches, making it

difficult to establish himself.
The move to Lucknow was seen
as a fresh start and a chance for
him to showcase his potential.

The latest practice session
indicates that Arjun is deter-
mined to make the most of this
opportunity. His ability to bowl
accurate yorkers — a crucial
weapon in T20 cricket — makes
him a valuable option, espe-
cially in death overs. Fans have
already started calling for his
inclusion, arguing that his re-

cent performances deserve a
chance in the playing XI.

With IPL 2026 progressing,
Arjun Tendulkar’s impressive
net session has created signifi-
cant buzz. If he continues to
bowl with such precision, it
may only be a matter of time
before he earns his place in the
team. For now, his dedication
and hard work in practice are
sending a clear message — he
isready whenever the opportu-
nity arrives.
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Director Bobby Calls PawanKalyan a “Karma Yogi", Post Goes Viral

irector Bobby’s emo-
tional social media
post about Andhra
Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister and
actor PawanKalyan has
gone viral on social me-
dia. Bobby, who previous-
ly directed PawanKalyan
in SardaarGabbar Singh,
recently met him and
shared his experience on-
line, describing the leader
as a “Karma Yogi.”
Currently busy with
pre-production work for
his upcoming film with
Chiranjeevi, Bobby re-
vealed that he recently
met PawanKalyan and
shared photos from the
meeting. In his post, he

wrote that he felt emo-
tional while going to meet
him, recalling the time
when they worked togeth-
er, when PawanKalyan
had just stepped into poli-
tics. Now, seeing him as
the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of Andhra Pradesh
made the meeting even
more special.

Bobby said that when
he arrived, PawanKalyan
welcomed him with a
calm smile and appeared
like a sage. He praised the
leader’s dedication, say-
ing that while many peo-
ple enter politics to grow
their wealth, PawanKaly-
an chose a different path.
According to Bobby,

PawanKalyan gave up
comforts and privileges to
stand by his beliefs and
work for the people.

He further wrote that
he was deeply touched by
the affection shown by
PawanKalyan during the
meeting. Bobby compared
him to historical figures
who sacrificed personal
comforts for a greater
purpose. He mentioned
that people have read
about Lord Buddha leav-
ing royal luxuries in
search of knowledge, and
said that he had now wit-
nessed a “Karma Yogi”
working tirelessly for the
people.

Bobby concluded his

post by expressing his ad-
miration and respect,
stating that his affection
and admiration for
PawanKalyan would al-
ways remain. The post
quickly gained attention
online, with fans and neti-
zens widely sharing and
discussing it.Following
the post, several social
media users reacted with
curiosity and excitement.
Some users wondered
whether Bobby narrated a
story to PawanKalyan
during the meeting, while
others speculated about a
possible future collabora-
tion between the two. A
few comments also sug-
gested that Bobby might

be planning a film with
PawanKalyan after his
project with Chiranjeevi.

However, the exact rea-
son behind Bobby’s meet-
ing with PawanKalyan
has not yet been officially
revealed. Despite this, the
heartfelt message and the
“Karma Yogi” remark
have made the post go vi-
ral, sparking discussions
among fans and film in-
dustry followers.

The interaction has
once again highlighted
the strong bond between
Bobby and PawanKalyan,
leaving fans eager to see
whether the meeting
leads to another collabo-
ration in the future.

Allu Arjun—Atlee Film Titled "Raaka™;  Prithyiraj Sukumaran Completes ‘Kumbha’ Shoot
inVaranasi, Shares “My Work Is Done” Update

First Look Sparks Massive Buzz

The much-anticipated col-
laboration between Allu Arjun
and director Atlee has finally
received its official title. The
film, which was earlier re-
ferred to as “AA22xA6”, has
now been named “Raaka”, cre-
ating huge excitement among
fans and film circles. The an-
nouncement came on Allu Ar-
jun’s birthday, making it even
more special for his followers.

Along with the title reveal,
the makers also unveiled a
striking first-look poster that
immediately grabbed atten-
tion. In the poster, Allu Arjun
appears in a completely new
and intense avatar. Sporting a
bald look and a rugged appear-
ance, the actor looks fierce and
powerful, hinting at a high-
voltage action entertainer. The
transformation surprised fans
and quickly went viral across
social media platforms, with
many praising the bold and ex-
perimental look.This project
marks the first collaboration
between Allu Arjun and Atlee,
making it one of the most an-
ticipated films in Indian cine-
ma. Atlee, known for deliver-
ing large-scale commercial
entertainers, is expected to
present Allu Arjun in a never-
before-seen role. The film is re-
portedly being planned as a
pan-India spectacle with grand

visuals and high production
values.The buzz around the
film increased further with re-
ports that DeepikaPadukone is
expected to play a key role.
While the makers are yet to
confirm the full cast officially,
the possibility of a star-stud-
ded lineup has already height-
ened expectations.Industry
sources suggest that the film
will feature advanced visual ef-
fects and large-scale action se-
quences. The makers are re-
portedly planning the movie
with a massive budget, aiming

Alia Bhatt Faces Awkward Moment
During First-Time Awards Hosting

Bollywood star Alia Bhatt recently
found herself in an awkward situa-
tion while hosting an awards show
for the first time. The actress, who is
widely appreciated for her acting
skills, stepped into a new role as host
at the Screen Awards 2026, but her
performance drew mixed reactions
and quickly became a topic of discus-
sion on social media.Alia Bhatt re-
portedly hosted the event alongside
comedian Sunil Grover. While expec-
tations were high, the actress ap-
peared slightly nervous during sev-
eral segments of the show. Being her
first time hosting a major public
event, she struggled at a few mo-
ments while delivering lines and in-
teracting with the audience. Some of
her jokes and comments did not land
as expected, resulting in awkward
pauses and muted responses from at-
tendees.One particular moment that
drew attention was when Alia spoke
about filmmaker Sanjay LeelaB-
hansali and his films. While men-
tioning the movies, she reportedly
mixed up the release years of some
projects. Realizing the mistake, she
attempted to recover with humor, but
the effort did not fully work, leading
to an awkward moment on stage. The
incident quickly circulated on social
media, with clips from the event go-
ing viral. Despite the hiccups, Alia
continued hosting the event and com-
pleted her responsibilities. However,
observers noted that she appeared
somewhat quiet and reserved after
the function, possibly reflecting on
the experience. The incident sparked

outside her comfort zone.

ing their first attempt.
Alia Bhatt’s experience
reflects these challeng-
es and highlights the
pressure that comes
with stepping into a
new role.Despite the
awkward moments,
the actress’s effort to
experiment with
hosting was noted by
fans and industry
insiders. Many be-
lieve that with more
experience, Alia
Bhatt could im-
prove her stage
presence and
hosting skills in
the future.
While the per-
formance re-
ceived mixed
reactions, the
event once
again placed
Alia Bhatt in
the spot-

debates online, with some netizens light, prov-
criticizing her hosting skills, while ing that
others defended her, pointing out evenasmall
that hosting requires a completely moment in-

different skill set compared to
acting.

Several social media users com-
mented that Alia seemed nervous
and uncomfortable during the show,
while others felt that her comedic
timing did not work well with the au-

volving the
popular ac-
tress quick-
ly becomes
a trending
topic.

dience. At the same time,
many fans supported the ac-
tress, stating that it was her first
attempt and that she should be ap-

preciated for trying something ne\)v

Hosting an awards show is often
considered challenging, as it re-
quires spontaneity, quick wit, and
the ability to engage a live audience.
For many actors, transitioning
into hosting roles can be
difficult, especially dur-

to deliver a cinemat-
A ic experience that
appeals to audiences
across multiple lan-
guages.Following
the announcement,
fans flooded social
media with reac-
tions, calling the ti-
tle powerful and
praising Allu Ar-
jun’s transforma-
tion. Many de-
scribed the look as
intense and mysteri-
ous, sparking curi-
osity about the sto-
ryline and character.
The collaboration
comes at a time
when Allu Arjun’s
popularity is at an
all-time high after
the massive success
of Pushpa: The Rise and Push-
pa 2: The Rule. With Atlee’s
track record of delivering
blockbusters, expectations
from “Raaka” have skyrocket-
ed.With a powerful title, strik-
ing first look, and a strong
combination of talent,
“Raaka” has already become
one of the most awaited films
in Indian cinema. Fans are
now eagerly waiting for the
teaser, cast announcements,
and release date.

om——

ctor Prithviraj Suku-

maran has shared an im-

portant update from the

sets of director S. S. Ra-

jamouli’s much-anticipat-
ed film starring Mahesh Babu.
The actor revealed that he has
completed his shooting sched-
ule in Varanasi and described
the experience as intense and
fulfilling.

Prithviraj, who plays a pow-
erful character named Kumb-
ha in the film, posted about
wrapping up his portion of the
shoot. Sharing his excitement,
he wrote that his work for the
schedule was finished and ex-
pressed satisfaction after com-
pleting the demanding filming
process. The update quickly
grabbed attention among fans
and film enthusiasts, increas-
ing anticipation for the big-
budget project.

The Varanasi schedule is
said to be an important part of
the film, with several crucial
scenes shot in the historic city.
Prithviraj reportedly under-
went significant preparation
for his role, following a strict
routine to maintain the physi-
cal and emotional intensity re-
quired for the character. The
actor also hinted that the
schedule involved challenging

scenes that required dedica-
tion and focus.

After completing the shoot,
Prithviraj treated himself by
taking a break from his disci-
plined routine. He mentioned
enjoying food after following a
strict diet during filming, call-
ing it a well-deserved reward
following the demanding

schedule. His candid update
added a personal touch and de-
lighted fans who closely follow
his journey.

The film, directed by S. S. Ra-
jamouli, is progressing steadi-
ly and is one of the most await-
ed Indian films in recent times.
With Mahesh Babu playing the
lead role and Prithviraj por-

traying a key character, expec-
tations from the project are ex-
tremely high. The movie is
being mounted on a grand
scale and is expected to feature
breathtaking visuals and a
strong storyline.

Adding to the excitement,
the film’s team recently hinted
that the project is moving
ahead as planned, further
building anticipation among
audiences. Social media inter-
actions from the team mem-
bers have also sparked curios-
ity, with fans eagerly waiting
for official announcements re-
garding teaser releases and
promotional updates.

This ambitious project also
features Priyanka Chopra in a
significant role, making the
film even more appealing to a
global audience. The combina-
tion of Rajamouli’s vision, Ma-
hesh Babu’s star power, and
Prithviraj’s strong screen pres-
ence has already created mas-
sive buzz.With Prithviraj Su-
kumaran completing his
schedule in Varanasi, the film
has taken another step toward
completion. Fans are now ea-
gerly waiting for more updates,
including first-look posters,
teaser announcements, and re-
lease details.

Nayanthara Faces Trolling After Surprise

Lady Superstar Nayanthara has once again become the subject of
social media discussions, this time following her surprise appearance
at the pre-release event of her husband VigneshShivan’s upcoming film
Love Insurance Kompany. While her presence delighted many fans, it
also sparked criticism and trolling from some sections of social media
users.

Nayanthara is widely known for maintaining a strict rule of stay-
ing away from film promotions and public events. Over the
years, she has consistently avoided attending promotional
activities, even for films in which she played leading
roles. Reports suggest that she has sometimes even
reduced her remuneration to maintain this policy.
Because of this long-standing stance, her sudden
appearance at the pre-release event surprised
many in the film industry and among audiences.
The grand pre-release event for Love Insurance
Kompany, directed by VigneshShivan, was held in
| Chennai ahead of the film’s release. During the
. event, Nayanthara unexpectedly walked onto the
| stage, hugged her husband, and extended her
wishes to the film’s team. The emotional moment
between the couple quickly went viral across so-
| cial media platforms, drawing widespread atten-
tion. However, the viral videos also triggered
criticism. Some netizens questioned why Nayan-
thara, who usually avoids promotions for other
producers’ films, chose to attend the event for
her husband’s movie. Critics argued that she
seemed to follow one rule for other films and an-
other for her own projects. Others even claimed
that the entire moment appeared pre-planned as
part of promotional strategy for the movie. At
the same time, many fans came forward in her
support. They pointed out that Nayanthara is
also associated with the film as a producer and
therefore has every right to promote the project.
Supporters argued that her appearance was natu-
ral and emotional, especially since the film is
closely connected to her family and professional
journey. The film Love Insurance Kompany, direct-
ed by VigneshShivan, features Pradeep Rangana-
than and Krithi Shetty in lead roles. The movie is
set to release soon and has already generated strong
buzz through its promotional events and social me-
dia discussions.

Despite mixed reactions, Nayanthara’s surprise
appearance has successfully drawn attention to the
film. Whether criticized or praised, the actress once
again became one of the most talked-about celebri-
ties online, with the viral moment keeping Love In-
1 : * surance Kompany in the spotlight.

oy

. Appearance at ‘Love Insurance Kompany’ Event
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