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BUZZ POINTS

New Delhi, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Chief  Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy has urged the 
Union government to establish 
a green steel plant in Bayyar-
am, highlighting its potential to 
address steel demand while pro-
moting environmentally sus-
tainable industrial growth.

During a meeting held in New 
Delhi on Saturday, the Chief  
Minister met Union Minister 
for Steel and Heavy Industries 
H. D. Kumaraswamy and Minis-
ter of  State Bhupathiraju Srini-
vasa Varma to discuss key in-
d u s t r i a l  p r o p o s a l s  f o r 
Telangana. Revanth Reddy em-
phasized that setting up a green 
steel plant would not only re-
duce dependence on conven-
tional steel production but also 
significantly benefit  the 
environment.

 
The Chief  Minister presented 

a range of  proposals aligned 
with the state’s “Telangana Ris-
ing–2047” vision, focusing on 
sustainable and advanced in-
dustrial development. He pro-
posed the establishment of  a 

steel recycling unit that utilizes 
scrap from old vehicles, which 
would help promote circular 
economy practices and reduce 
industrial waste.

Highlighting Hyderabad’s 
growing industrial capabilities, 
Revanth Reddy stated that the 
city has the necessary infra-
structure, technology, and fa-
vorable conditions to emerge as 

a major hub for national indus-
trial production. He suggested 
the development of  a green 
steel cluster based on hydrogen 
technology in Hyderabad, along 
with manufacturing units ca-
tering to the automobile and de-
fense sectors.

In view of  the rapid growth in 
electric vehicle adoption, the 
Chief  Minister also requested 

the Centre to support the estab-
lishment of  EV battery manu-
facturing units in the state. Ad-
ditionally, he proposed the 
creation of  a dedicated indus-
trial park for advanced manu-
facturing sectors such as ma-
chine tools and robotics.

Revanth Reddy further out-
lined Telangana’s goal to trans-
form Hyderabad into a pollu-
tion-free city by 2034. As part of  
this vision, he sought the Cen-
tre’s cooperation in accelerat-
ing the transition from conven-
tional vehicles to electric 
mobility.The Chief  Minister 
also appealed for the establish-
ment of  national-level skill de-
velopment institutions in Hy-
derabad to equip the workforce 
with expertise required for 
modern industries.Senior offi-
cials, including Principal Secre-
tary Srinivasa Raju and Special 
Secretary for coordination of  
central projects Advait Kumar 
Singh, were present during the 
meeting. The discussions re-
flected Telangana’s push to-
ward sustainable industrializa-
tion and its ambition to play a 
key role in India’s future eco-
nomic growth.

CM Seeks Green Steel Plant 
 
London, April 17 | TPN 

Bureau
Former Rajya Sabha MP 

Joginapally Santosh Kumar 
has been conferred with a rare 
international honour at the 
Parliament of  the United King-
dom for his contributions to 
environmental conservation 
a n d  m a s s  a f fo re s t at i o n 
initiatives.

Santosh Kumar received the 
prestigious “Global Green Icon 
Award” at the House of  Lords 
during the World Climate 
Leaders Conclave held on Fri-
day. The recognition highlights 
his efforts in mobilizing mil-
lions of  people toward planta-
tion drives through the widely 
appreciated Green India 
Challenge.

The event witnessed the 
presence of  several distin-
guished dignitaries, including 
UNESCO Vice President Nick 
Newland, British Parliament 
senior advisor David Thomp-
son, and other members from 
the House of  Commons, along 
with international delegates. 
Speakers at the conclave 
praised Santosh Kumar’s com-
mitment to environmental pro-
tection and lauded the large-
scale impact of  the Green India 
Challenge.

The initiative, inspired by 
Telangana’s flagship afforesta-
tion program, has encouraged 
participation from people 
across all sections of  society—
from common citizens to celeb-
rities—resulting in the planta-
tion of  millions of  saplings. 
Representatives at the House 
of  Lords commended the move-

ment for fostering environ-
mental awareness and driving 
community participation on a 
global scale.

Santosh Kumar, who leads 
the voluntary organization Ig-
niting Minds, has consistently 
advocated the idea that a sus-
tainable future depends on in-
creasing green cover. His cam-
paign, built on the principle of  
“VasudhaivaKutumbakam” 
(the world is one family), has 
contributed to transforming 
landscapes in several regions, 
particularly in Telangana.

Expressing his gratitude, 
Santosh Kumar said the hon-
our was a matter of  pride but 
emphasized that it belonged to 
the collective efforts of  all par-
ticipants in the Green India 
Challenge. He credited the in-
spiration to Telangana’s Hari-
tha Haram initiative, launched 
under the leadership of  former 
Chief  Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, which set a 
benchmark by planting bil-
lions of  saplings.

He noted that the movement 
has successfully instilled a 
sense of  responsibility among 
people toward environmental 
protection and has helped re-
shape mindsets on sustainabil-
ity. “This recognition reminds 
us of  the responsibility we car-
ry and motivates us to expand 
our efforts further,” he said.

Santosh Kumar added that 
the award would serve as an in-
spiration to undertake more 
initiatives aimed at ensuring a 
greener future for coming gen-
erations, reinforcing the im-
portance of  collective action in 
preserving ecological balance. 

Global Honour for Santosh 
Kumar in UK Parliament

New Delhi, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Union Minister for Coal and 
Mines G.Kishan Reddy on Sat-
urday termed the rejection of  
the constituency delimitation 
bill and proposed amendments 
to the women’s reservation leg-
islation in Parliament as “un-
fortunate,” blaming the Con-
gress and its allies for blocking 
the measures.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Minister alleged that 
opposition parties committed a 
“historic mistake” by opposing 
the bills and said they would be 
remembered as “anti-women.” 
He claimed that despite repeat-
ed explanations by the Central 
government, including out-
reach by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi through multiple 
platforms, the opposition failed 
to justify its resistance to the 
legislation.

The Minister stated that the 
Centre had clearly proposed in-
creasing parliamentary seats 
by 50 percent and maintained 
that the move would benefit all 
regions, including southern 
states. He accused opposition 
parties of  shifting their stance, 

initially claiming injustice to 
the South and later alleging a 
political conspiracy after the 
bill was introduced.

He further alleged that Con-
gress and its allies had a his-
tory of  obstructing women’s 

reservation legislation, citing 
multiple instances since the 
1990s when such bills failed to 
pass. According to him, the lat-
est developments were a con-
tinuation of  that pattern, de-
p r i v i n g  w o m e n  o f  

opportunities to enter legisla-
tive bodies.Highlighting re-
gional concerns, the Minister 
said the proposed delimitation 
would have increased Lok Sab-
ha seats in southern states 
such as Telangana, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, and Ta-
mil Nadu. He claimed that by 
blocking the bill, opposition 
parties had denied political 
representation to millions, in-
cluding women and marginal-
ized communities.

The Minister also criticized 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
accusing him of  making state-
ments that undermine nation-
al interests and disrespect the 
armed forces. He alleged that 
political hostility toward the 
BJP had led the opposition to 
act against the interests of  
both women and southern 
states.Referring to Telangana, 
the Minister said the proposed 
increase in parliamentary 
seats from 17 to 26 would have 
significantly benefited the 
state. He accused regional lead-
ers of  joining hands with the 
opposition to block these gains.

Concluding, he said the BJP 
would continue to take its mes-
sage directly to the people, es-
pecially women, and strength-
en its presence across southern 
India while ensuring balanced 
development under the leader-
ship of  the Prime Minister.

Centre Blames Opposition for Bill Defeat

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, April 
18 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) Presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud em-
phasized that the spirit of  the 
historic Bhoodan Movement 
must be preserved for future 
generations, highlighting its 
role in promoting equality and 
social justice.

He was speaking at the 75th 
diamond jubilee celebrations 
of  the Bhoodan Movement 
held at BhoodanPochampally. 
On the occasion, a bronze stat-
ue of  noted Bhoodan leader Ve-
dire Ramachandra Reddy, a dis-
ciple of  Vinoba Bhave, was 
unveiled.

The event was attended by 
Legislative Council Chairman 
Gutta Sukender Reddy, MLA 
Kumbham Anil Kumar, and 
other public representatives 
and local leaders.

Addressing the gathering, 
Mahesh Kumar Goud de-
scribed land donation as the 
noblest form of  charity. He not-
ed that the Bhoodan Move-
ment, launched with the aim 
of  distributing land to the 
landless poor, remains a re-
markable chapter in India’s 
history. He said the movement 
stood as a symbol of  equality, 
social justice, and the vision of  
village self-rule.

Recalling his family’s asso-
ciation with the movement, he 
stated that his grandfather had 
donated 50 acres of  land in line 
with Bhoodan ideals. He also 
mentioned that recently, 11 
acres of  land were donated for 
the construction of  an inte-
grated school and a substation 
t o  s u p p o r t  v i l l a g e 
development.

Calling it a privilege to par-
ticipate in the statue unveiling, 
he praised Vedire Ramachan-
dra Reddy’s contributions, de-
scribing his services to the 
movement as unforgettable. He 
added that the Bhoodan Move-
ment led to the donation of  
lakhs of  acres of  land across 
the country, contributing sig-
nificantly to rural develop-
ment and poverty alleviation.

Mahesh Kumar Goud high-
lighted that Pochampally, the 
birthplace of  the Bhoodan 
Movement, is a matter of  pride 
for Telangana. He said the 
movement demonstrated to the 
world that social transforma-
tion is possible through 
non-violence.

Describing it as a golden 
chapter in the history of  land 
reforms, he urged the younger 
generation to carry forward 
the ideals of  equality and col-
lective responsibility inspired 
by the movement. 

New Delhi, April 18, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday reaffirmed 
his government’s commitment 
to implementing women’s res-
ervation in legislatures, even as 
the proposed bill faced a set-
back in Parliament. The Consti-
tution Amendment Bill, which 
sought to provide 33 percent 
reservation for women in the 
Lok Sabha and state legislative 
assemblies, failed to secure the 
required majority, delaying its 
passage for now.

Reacting to the development, 
the Prime Minister expressed 
disappointment but maintained 
that the government would not 
step back from its promise of  
enhancing women’s political 
representation. He stated that 
empowering women is central 
to achieving inclusive growth 
and strengthening democratic 
institutions in the country. He 
added that the vision of  greater 
participation of  women in deci-
sion-making processes remains 
a key priority for the govern-
ment.Modi also took aim at op-
position parties, accusing them 
of  allowing political considera-
tions to override a reform 

aimed at social progress. He re-
marked that while there may be 
ideological differences, issues 
related to women’s empower-
ment should rise above parti-
san politics. The failure of  the 
bill, he said, was a missed op-
portunity to take a historic step 
forward in ensuring gender 
equality in governance.The 
proposed legislation had trig-
gered extensive debate in Par-
liament, particularly over its 
linkage with the delimitation 
process. While many parties ex-
pressed support for women’s 
reservation in principle, con-
cerns were raised over the tim-
ing and implementation mecha-
nism, leading to lack of  

consensus.
Despite the setback, the Cen-

tre indicated that it would con-
tinue efforts to engage with all 
stakeholders and build broader 
political agreement. The gov-
ernment is expected to revisit 
the proposal and explore ways 
to address concerns raised dur-
ing the debate.The Prime Min-
ister reiterated that ensuring 
adequate representation for 
women in legislative bodies is 
not just a policy decision but a 
commitment to the nation’s fu-
ture. He said the government 
will persist in its efforts until 
the goal of  meaningful political 
empowerment for women is 
achieved.

Modi Reaffirms Women’s 
Quota Commitment New Delhi, April 18 | TPN 

Bureau
Few are aware that the 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) 
journey in Parliament began 
with just two Members of  Par-
liament in 1984, marking a 
modest start that would later 
evolve into a dominant politi-
cal force.

The two leaders credited 
with this early breakthrough 
were Chandupatla Janga Red-
dy and A. K. Patel. Janga Red-
dy secured a historic victory 
from Hanamkonda in present-
day Telangana, defeating for-
mer Prime Minister P. V. Nar-
asimha Rao. His win was 
particularly significant, as it 
came against a prominent con-
gress leader, making it a mo-
ment of  pride, especially for 
telugu people.

Meanwhile,  A.K.  Patel 
emerged victorious from 
Mehsana constituency in Guja-
rat, giving the BJP its second 
seat in the Lok Sabha. These 
two victories came in the after-
math of  the Assassination of  
Indira Gandhi, during a period 
when the congress party domi-
nated national politics.

Despite starting with just 
two MPs, the BJP gradually ex-
panded its footprint across the 

country. Over the decades, 
through strategic politics and 
organizational growth, the par-
ty transformed itself  into a ma-
jor political power.

Today, the BJP commands a 
strong presence in Parliament, 
with over 300 MPs, reflecting 
its remarkable rise from its 
humble beginnings. Political 
analysts often cite the 1984 
elections as a turning point in 
the party’s history, laying the 
foundation for its future 
success.

The journey from two seats 
to a parliamentary majority 
stands as a significant chapter 
i n  I n d i a ’ s  d e m o c r a t i c 
evolution.

From Two Seats to Majority: 
BJP’s Early Journey
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New Delhi, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

T
he ongoing debate 
over the proposed 
delimitation exer-
cise has intensi-
fied, with senior 

Congress leader Priyanka Gan-
dhi lauding Telangana Chief  
Minister A. Revanth Reddy for 
presenting alternative sugges-
tions and highlighting alleged 
f l aw s  i n  t h e  C e n t r e ’ s 
approach.

During a meeting held in 
New Delhi on Saturday morn-
ing, Priyanka Gandhi appreci-
ated Revanth Reddy’s efforts in 
bringing public attention to 
concerns surrounding the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s de-
limitation proposals. She com-
mended his role in advocating 
for the unity of  southern states 
and raising issues that could 
potentially impact federal 
balance.

According to sources, the 
discussions focused on the 
broader implications of  con-
stituency redistribution and 
its possible effects on south-
ern, northeastern, and smaller 
states. Priyanka Gandhi ex-
pressed concern that the pro-
posed constitutional amend-

ments linked to delimitation 
could weaken representation 
for certain regions, calling for 
a more inclusive and balanced 
approach.Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy, in turn, conveyed 
his gratitude to Priyanka Gan-

dhi for supporting opposition 
unity at a crucial time. He ac-
knowledged her role in stand-
ing alongside Leader of  opposi-
t ion Rahul  Gandhi  and 
Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge in mobilizing po-

litical forces against what the 
party describes as “anti-demo-
cratic” measures by the central 
government.Revanth Reddy 
emphasized that protecting the 
interests of  diverse states is es-
sential for safeguarding the 

country’s democratic frame-
work. He reiterated the need 
for collective action among op-
position parties to ensure that 
constitutional principles are 
upheld.

During the interaction, Pri-
yanka Gandhi also raised con-
cerns over the Centre conven-
ing a special session under the 
banner of  women’s empower-
ment, despite the women’s res-
ervation bill already receiving 
unanimous approval. She al-
leged that the session was be-
ing used to advance an unnec-
essary delimitation agenda, 
which, according to her, could 
have far-reaching political con-
sequences.The meeting comes 
amid growing political dis-
course around delimitation, 
with several regional leaders 
voicing apprehensions over its 
timing and implementation. 
As debates continue, opposi-
tion parties appear to be 
strengthening coordination to 
present a unified stance on the 
issue.The developments signal 
a renewed push by Congress 
leaders to build consensus 
among like-minded parties, po-
sitioning delimitation as a key 
national issue ahead of  future 
political engagements.

Delimitation Debate Draws Praise

Mahabubnagar, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

As part of  the “PrajaPalana 
Pragathi Pranalika” 99-day ac-
tion plan, Telangana ministers 
Ponnam Prabhakar and Vakiti 
Srihari participated in the “Ar-
rive Alive” road safety aware-
ness programme conducted in 
Mahabubnagar district.

The ministers inaugurated a 
Children’s Traffic Awareness 
Park at Panchavati Vidyalaya 
to educate students on road 
safety measures. The park fea-
tures practical demonstrations 
of  traffic rules such as signals, 
zebra crossings, school and 
hospital zones, and U-turn reg-
ulations, helping students un-
derstand safe road behavior.

As part of  the initiative, the 
ministers led a bike rally from 
Mahabubnagar Degree College 
to Panchavati Vidyalaya, 
spreading awareness on hel-
met usage among motorists. 
Health and eye camps were 
also organized, along with 
awareness sessions on CPR 
( c a r d i o p u l m o n a r y 
resuscitation).

Students actively participat-
ed by forming a human chain 
and pledging to follow traffic 
rules and help reduce road ac-
cidents. Cultural performanc-
es highlighted the hardships 
faced by families who lose 
their primary earning mem-
bers in accidents.

Speaking at the event, Minis-
ter Vakiti Srihari said that ac-
cidents often result from negli-
gence and overspeeding. “An 
accident may seem uninten-
tional, but negligence is a con-
scious act,” he remarked. He 
stressed that reckless driving 
not only endangers individuals 
but also devastates families de-
pendent on them.

He urged parents to educate 
children on road safety before 

allowing them to use vehicles, 
emphasizing the importance 
of  wearing helmets and driv-
ing cautiously. Citing statis-
tics, he noted that India wit-
nesses around 4.7 lakh road 
accidents annually, resulting 
in nearly 1.5 lakh deaths and 
leaving around 3 lakh people 
disabled.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
highlighted that joint efforts 
by the transport and police de-
partments have been ongoing 
to promote road safety aware-
ness. He expressed concern 
over the increasing number of  
accidents and fatalities report-
ed daily.

He appealed for public par-
ticipation in government ini-
tiatives, stating that collective 
responsibility is key to making 
Telangana an accident-free 
state. The minister also spoke 
about the “Rahaveer Award,” 
which offers ₹25,000 to individ-
uals who assist accident vic-
tims in reaching hospitals 
within the golden hour.

He added that Children’s 
Traffic Awareness Parks are 
being established with support 
from UNICEF to instill road 
safety awareness among stu-
dents. Plans are also in place to 
introduce written pledges at 
the start of  the academic year 
to encourage adherence to traf-
fic rules.

Several public representa-
tives and officials, including 
MLC Damodar Reddy, MLA 
Chikkudu Vamshi Krishna, 
Mayor Mamata, District Col-
lector Pushpa Gupta, and oth-
ers, attended the programme.

The ministers called on citi-
zens to take personal responsi-
bility for road safety, emphasiz-
ing that disciplined driving 
can prevent accidents and save 
lives.

 

Road Safety Awareness 
Drive Held in Mahabubnagar

New Delhi, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

T
elangana Chief  
Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on 
Saturday alleged 
that the BJP was 

attempting to amend the Con-
stitution and remove reserva-
tions under the guise of  the 
delimitation and women’s res-
ervation bills. Addressing the 
media at his official residence 
in New Delhi, he said the rejec-
tion of  these bills in Parlia-
ment reflected the defeat of  the 
Centre’s “hidden agenda.”

The Chief  Minister claimed 
that the BJP aimed to secure a 
two-thirds majority in Parlia-
ment to alter the Constitution 
and abolish reservations, cit-
ing the party’s “400-plus seats” 
slogan during the 2024 general 
elections. He said the people 
had limited the BJP to fewer 
s e a t s ,  p r eve n t i n g  s u c h 
changes.

Revanth Reddy stated that 
the Congress and other opposi-
tion parties had collectively 
blocked what he termed as a 
“dangerous attempt” to weak-
en democratic safeguards. He 
emphasized that the defeat of  
the bills was not merely a po-
litical setback for the ruling 
party but a rejection of  its 
intentions.

He reiterated that the Con-
gress fully supports 33 percent 
reservation for women and 
challenged the Centre to intro-
duce a standalone women’s 
bill. “If  the government brings 
a proper bill by Monday, we are 
ready to support it and ensure 
its passage immediately,” he 
said.

The Chief  Minister also 
called for comprehensive con-
sultations on delimitation, in-
cluding all-party meetings, ex-

pert discussions, and public 
opinion gathering across con-
stituencies. He stressed the 
need for national consensus 
before implementing any ma-
jor electoral reforms.

Highlighting regional con-
cerns, Revanth Reddy warned 
that the proposed delimitation 
model could widen disparities 
between northern and south-
ern states. He said southern 
states, which effectively imple-
mented population control 
measures, should not be penal-
i z e d  w i t h  r e d u c e d 
representation.

He further criticized the BJP 
for allegedly misleading the 
public by linking women’s res-

ervation with delimitation. 
“Parliament rejected arro-
gance, not just a bill,” he 
remarked.

Reaffirming Congress’s com-
mitment to social justice, the 
Chief  Minister highlighted the 
party’s historic role in empow-
ering women, including grant-
ing voting rights and introduc-
ing reservations in local 
bodies.

He concluded by asserting 
that protecting the Constitu-
tion and ensuring equitable 
representation across regions 
remains a priority, and called 
for transparency and sincerity 
from the Centre in future legis-
lative efforts.

Revanth Alleges BJP Plot on 
Constitution, Reservations

Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Revenue, Housing 
and Information & Public Rela-
tions Minister Ponguleti Srini-
vasa Reddy has directed offi-
c i a l s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e 
development of  proposed air-
ports across the state, empha-
sizing the government’s com-
mitment to balanced regional 
growth under the leadership of  
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy.

During a high-level review 
meeting held at the Secretariat 
on Saturday, the minister dis-
cussed progress on airport pro-
jects planned in Warangal, Adi-
l a b a d ,  a n d 
BhadradriKothagudem dis-
tricts. Senior officials, includ-
ing Airport Authority South-
ern Region Executive Director 
Raj Kishore and Aviation Di-
rector Bharat Reddy, partici-
pated in the meeting.

The minister stated that the 
state government has already 
prepared a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to initiate construc-
tion at the earliest. He stressed 
the need to fast-track land ac-
quisition, obtain necessary 
technical clearances, and de-
velop supporting infrastruc-
ture in coordination with the 
central government.

Highlighting progress in Wa-
rangal, Srinivasa Reddy noted 
that approximately 953 acres 

of  land have already been ac-
quired and handed over for the 
proposed airport. He expressed 
confidence that foundation-lay-
ing works would commence 
soon, marking a significant 
step toward enhancing connec-
tivity in the region.

Regarding the Adilabad air-
port, the minister said it would 
be developed jointly by the De-
fence and Civil Aviation de-
partments along with the state 
government. He instructed of-
ficials to immediately prepare 
a master plan and accelerate 
land acquisition. Once opera-
tional, the airport is expected 
to significantly improve trans-
por t  facilities  in Nor th 
Telangana.

For BhadradriKothagudem, 
officials informed that the pre-
viously identified site was 
deemed unsuitabl

e by the Union Civil Aviation 
Ministry. In response, the min-
ister directed authorities to 
conduct a detailed feasibility 
study and submit a compre-
hensive report on alternative 
locations.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s vision, Srinivasa Reddy 
said the development of  re-
gional airports would play a 
crucial role in boosting eco-
nomic activity, improving con-
nectivity, and ensuring inclu-
sive development across 
Telangana.

Push for New Airports 
in Telangana

Ranipet (Tamil Nadu), 
April 18 | TPN Bureau

T
elangana Deputy 
Chief  Minister 
Bhatti Vikramar-
k a  M a l l u  e x -
p r e s s e d  c o n f i -

dence that the DMK-led 
alliance would return to power 
in Tamil Nadu with a strong 
majority, asserting that the 
people of  the state continue to 
stand fir mly for secular 
values.

Addressing party leaders 
and later participating in a 
public meeting near Sholingur 
Circle in Ranipet district on 
Saturday, Bhatti said Tamil 
Nadu has always been at the 
forefront of  protecting secular-
ism and social justice. He at-
tended the programme organ-

ized ahead of  a meeting 
addressed by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi.

He described Tamil Nadu as 
more than just a state, calling 
it a symbol of  ideology, self-re-
spect, and progressive thought. 
Recalling the contributions of  
leaders like Periyar, C.N. Anna-
durai, and M. Karunanidhi, 
said they laid a strong founda-
tion for social justice and 
equality in the state.

Bhatti alleged that forces at 
the national level were at-
tempting to undermine Tamil 
Nadu’s culture, language, and 
rights, and stressed the need 
for unity among secular par-
ties to counter such efforts. He 
said that under Chief  Minister 
M.K.Stalin’s leadership, Tamil 
Nadu was progressing steadily 
on the path of  development.

Highlighting Congress gov-
ernance in Telangana, he said 
the party had fulfilled several 
key promises after coming to 
power. He listed initiatives 
such as free bus travel for wom-
en under the Mahalakshmi 
scheme, free electricity up to 
200 units, subsidized LPG cyl-
inders, farm loan waivers up to 
Rs 2 lakh, supply of  fine rice to 
ration card holders, and free 
healthcare up to     Rs 10 lakh 
under Rajiv Aarogyasri.

He urged voters to elect Con-
gress-DMK alliance candidates 
with a huge majority, stating 
that their victory would send a 
strong message against divi-
sive politics and authoritarian 
tendencies.

“The vote in Tamil Nadu is 
not just a political choice but a 
voice for democracy and secu-

larism,” he said, calling upon 
people to once again uphold 

the state’s legacy of  harmony 
and self-respect.

DMK Alliance Set to Retain Power in Tamil Nadu: Bhatti

Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Tension prevailed in Hy-
derabad as BJP State President 
N. Ramchander Rao was placed 
under house arrest by the po-
lice on Friday. The action came 
after he called for a protest 
march to the Chief  Minister’s 
residence, alleging that the 
Congress party had betrayed 
women by opposing the Wom-
en’s Reservation Bill.

According to BJP leaders, 
the protest was aimed at con-
demning the Congress party’s 
stand on the 33% Women’s Res-
ervation Bill. However, police 
intervened and confined Ram-
chander Rao to his residence, 
preventing him from partici-
p a t i n g  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d 
demonstration.

Reacting strongly to his de-
tention, Ramchander Rao ac-
cused the Congress of  lacking 
sincerity on the issue of  wom-
en’s empowerment. He alleged 
that the party had taken a con-
tradictory stand, supporting 
the bill earlier and opposing it 
now for political reasons.

“The Congress has commit-
ted a betrayal against ‘Nari 
Shakti’. We will not remain si-

lent,” he said while under 
house arrest. He further criti-
cized the party leadership, al-
leging that its policies do not 
support the participation of  
ordinary women in politics.

Rao also took aim at Chief  
Minister Revanth Reddy and 
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar, 
accusing them of  failing to up-
hold commitments made ear-
lier regarding the bill. He ques-
tioned why the Congress, 
which had reportedly support-
ed the legislation in 2023, had 
now chosen to oppose it.

BJP leaders stated that de-
spite restrictions, the party 
would continue its agitation 
against the Congress govern-
ment. They asserted that pro-
tests would intensify in the 
coming days to demand ac-
countability and ensure justice 
for women.

Police officials, meanwhile, 
maintained that the preventive 
detention was necessary to 
avoid any potential law and or-
der issues in the city.

The situation remained un-
der close watch, with security 
tightened in key areas to pre-
vent escalation.

BJP State Chief Ramchander 
Rao Placed Under House Arrest 
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Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Minister Seeth-
akka launched a strong politi-
cal attack on the Centre, accus-
ing the Bharatiya Janata Party 
of  misleading the public on 
the issue of  women’s reserva-
tion and undermining nation-
al interests.

Addressing party cadres, the 
minister alleged that the BJP-
led central government has 
compromised the country’s in-
terests at the international 
level while attempting to di-
vert public attention through 
what she described as a “dra-
ma” around the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill.

Seethakka stated that the 
Centre has brought forward 
delimitation-linked proposals 

under the guise of  women’s 
reservation, despite the 106th 
Constitutional Amendment al-
ready providing for 33 percent 
reservation for women in leg-
islative bodies. She demanded 
immediate implementation of  
the provisions without attach-
ing additional conditions such 
as delimitation.

Questioning the urgency 
shown by the government, she 
asked why the BJP, after being 
in power for over a decade, was 
now attempting to rush the is-
sue within a short time frame. 
She also accused the party of  
lacking sincerity and chal-
lenged it to reintroduce the bill 
without conditions if  it is gen-
uinely committed to women’s 
empowerment.

The minister further alleged 
that BJP leaders were resort-

ing to political tactics, includ-
ing targeting the residence of  
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, instead of  addressing 
substantive issues.

Highlighting the Congress 
party’s legacy, Seethakka said 
it was responsible for elevat-
ing women to the highest con-
stitutional positions in the 
country. She also criticized the 
BJP for not appointing a wom-
an as its national president so 
far.

S h e  d e m a n d e d  a c t i o n 
against BJP MP Tejasvi Surya 
over his remarks related to 
state bifurcation, calling for 
his immediate suspension 
from the party.

Calling upon party workers, 
she urged Youth Congress 
members to actively take the 
party’s message to the people 

and expose what she termed as 
the BJP’s failures and political 
conspiracies. She said lakhs of  
Youth Congress activists 
should work like “soldiers” to 
safe guard the country’s 
sovereignty.

Invoking national leaders 
such as Mahatma Gandhi, In-
dira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, 
and Jawaharlal Nehru, she 
emphasized their sacrifices for 
the nation and contrasted 
them with what she described 
as the BJP’s lack of  historical 
contribution to the freedom 
movement.

Seethakka concluded by as-
serting that Congress remains 
a party of  the common people 
and women, and called for 
strengthening its presence at 
the grassroots level across 
villages.

Seethakka Targets BJP Over Women’s Bill
Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Senior BRS leader Tula Uma 
launched a sharp attack on the 
central government over the 
handling of  the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill, alleging that the 
move reflects “betrayal” of  
women across the country.

Addressing the issue, Tula 
Uma criticized the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, stating that de-
spite repeatedly promising res-
ervations for women in legisla-
tive bodies, the party failed to 
ensure the bill’s passage in 
Parliament. She termed the de-
velopments in Parliament as 
not a democratic victory but a 
“deceptive political drama.”

Referring to the proposed 
131st Constitutional Amend-
ment Bill, she alleged that the 
government deliberately al-
lowed the bill to fail by not se-
curing the required two-thirds 
majority. According to her, the 
inability to garner sufficient 
votes despite claiming a strong 
majority raises serious ques-

tions about the Centre’s 
intent.

Tula Uma pointed out that 
out of  528 members present in 
the House, only 298 votes were 
secured in favor of  the bill, far 
short of  the required numbers. 
She questioned whether Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was 
unable to convince even allies 
or whether there was a calcu-
lated move to  stal l  the 
legislation.

She further alleged that link-
ing women’s reservation with 
delimitation was a tactic to de-
lay its implementation. “If  
there was genuine commit-
ment, the reservation could 
have been implemented imme-
diately without additional con-
ditions,” she said.

Accusing the BJP of  having 
an “anti-women mindset,” 
Tula Uma said the party raises 
slogans of  women empower-
ment during elections but fails 
to act decisively when it mat-
ters. She added that the out-
come of  the bill exposes what 

she described as the party’s 
“double standards” on wom-
en’s issues.

The BRS leader also warned 
that the party would take this 
issue to the people, particular-
ly in Telangana, and highlight 
what she called the Centre’s 
failure to uphold women’s 
rights. She asserted that wom-
en across the country are close-
ly watching political develop-
ments and will  respond 
accordingly in the future.

Calling the bill’s failure a 
“historic injustice” to women, 
Tula Uma demanded that the 
government take moral re-
sponsibility and clarify wheth-
er it is willing to implement 
women’s reservation without 
linking it to delimitation or 
other conditions.

She concluded by stating 
that the voices of  women 
would ultimately shape the po-
litical outcome, emphasizing 
that accountability cannot be 
avoided through political 
narratives.

Mahabubnagar, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
on Saturday launched a sharp 
attack on the BJP-led Central 
government, alleging attempts 
to weaken democracy and mis-
lead the public on women’s res-
ervation. Addressing a press 
conference at the Congress 
party office in Mahabubnagar, 
he was joined by Minister Va-
kiti Srihari, MLAs Madhusu-
dan Reddy and Vamshi Krish-
na, along with other senior 
leaders.

The Minister stated that In-
dia’s democratic system does 
not allow authoritarianism 
and said the rejection of  the re-
cent bill in Parliament was a 
“slap in the face” for those try-
ing to undermine democratic 
values. He alleged that the Cen-
tre acted arbitrarily, relying on 
numerical strength rather 
than democratic consensus, 
which ultimately led to the 
bill’s failure.

Prabhakar questioned the 
BJP’s commitment to women’s 
empowerment, pointing out 
that the party had not appoint-

ed a woman as its national 
president in over four decades. 
In contrast, he highlighted the 
Congress party’s legacy in pro-
moting women’s rights, includ-
ing granting equal voting 
rights and introducing reser-
vations for women in local bod-
ies through the Panchayati Raj 
system during Rajiv Gandhi’s 
tenure.

He emphasized that Con-
gress has a history of  elevating 
women to key leadership posi-

tions, including Prime Minis-
ter, President, and Lok Sabha 
Speaker. He demanded that the 
already approved women’s res-
ervation bill be implemented 
in time for the next elections 
and reiterated the party’s 
stance for sub-quotas for SC, 
ST, and BC women within the 
bill.The Minister also criti-
cized the Centre’s move to link 
delimitation with the women’s 
bill, alleging that it was a strat-
egy to disadvantage southern 

states politically. He said such 
actions reflected a lack of  sin-
cerity and accused the govern-
ment of  attempting to distort 
democratic processes.

On Telangana, Prabhakar 
strongly condemned remarks 
made by a BJP MP comparing 
the state’s formation to the In-
dia-Pakistan partition. He 
termed the comments as an in-
sult to the sacrifices made by 
students and youth during the 
Telangana movement and 
questioned the silence of  BJP 
leaders from the state.

He asserted that Telangana 
was achieved through persis-
tent struggle and parliamenta-
ry process under article 3, 
crediting Congress leadership 
for statehood. He warned that 
any injustice to Telangana 
would not be tolerated and 
called the issue one of  self-re-
spect rather than politics.

Reaffirming Congress com-
mitment, he said women’s res-
ervation would be implement-
ed under Rahul Gandhi’s 
leadership and urged people to 
resist what he termed as divi-
sive and anti-democratic 
policies. 

Congress Slams Centre Over 
Women’s Bill, Delimitation

Tula Uma Slams BJP Over Women’s Bill

Jagtial, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

S
enior BRS leader 
and former minister 
T.  H a r i s h  R a o 
launched a sharp at-
tack on both the 

Bharatiya Janata Party and 
the Congress, alleging that 
both parties have failed Telan-
gana on key issues, including 
women’s reservation and state 
pride.

Addressing a media confer-
ence in Jagtial, Harish Rao 
said the proposed induction of  
senior Congress leader Jeevan 
Reddy into the BRS in the pres-
ence of  K. Chandrashekar Rao 
on April 20 would significantly 
strengthen the party in north 
Telangana.

He claimed that public senti-
ment across the state is in-
creasingly favoring BRS lead-
ership, stating that the slogan 
“Revanth must go, KCR must 
return” is gaining traction. Ac-
cording to him, Jeevan Reddy’s 
decision to join the party re-
flects the changing political 
mood.

Harish Rao strongly con-
demned remarks made by BJP 
MP Tejasvi Surya, who alleg-
edly compared the formation 
of  Telangana with the India-
Pakistan partition. He termed 
the comments as an insult to 
the self-respect of  four crore 
people of  Telangana and de-
manded an unconditional 
apology.

He also criticized Union 
Minister G. Kishan Reddy for 
allegedly defending the re-

marks instead of  condemning 
them. “Telangana was formed 
through a democratic process 
as per Article 3 of  the Constitu-
tion, not through any division 
like partition,” he asserted.

The former minister ex-
pressed disappointment that 
MPs from both Congress and 
BJP remained silent in Parlia-
ment on the issue. He said BRS 
MPs would have strongly coun-
tered such remarks had they 
been present in the Lok 
Sabha.

Harish Rao further alleged a 
“tacit understanding” between 
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy and BJP leadership, ac-
cusing them of  political double 
standards. He criticized the 
Congress government’s ap-
proach on delimitation, calling 
it a “cross-breed model” rather 
than a genuine policy.

On the Women’s Reservation 
Bill, he accused both BJP and 

Congress of  misleading the 
public. He questioned why the 
bill was linked to delimitation 
if  there was genuine intent to 
implement reservations, add-
ing that the ruling party at the 
Centre lacked the required 
two-thirds majority but pro-
ceeded for political reasons.

He reiterated that BRS has 
consistently supported wom-
en’s reservation, recalling that 
under KCR’s leadership, the 
first Telangana Assembly had 
passed a unanimous resolution 
urging the Centre to provide 
reservations for women in 
legislatures.

The BRS leader concluded by 
asserting that his party re-
mains committed to protecting 
Telangana’s interests and self-
respect, while continuing to 
challenge what he described as 
political opportunism by na-
tional parties.

Harish Rao Targets BJP, Congress

Jagtial, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) Working President K.T. 
Rama Rao on Saturday alleged 
that the Congress government 
was attempting to obstruct the 
party’s upcoming public meet-
ing scheduled to be held on 
April 20 in Jagtial. After in-
specting the meeting premises, 
he addressed the media along 
with senior party leaders and 
expressed confidence that the 
event would be a grand 
success.

Rama Rao said a festive at-
mosphere was already visible 
in Jagtial and announced that 
the BRS “Chaitra Yatra” would 
commence from the district 
centre. He stated that the party 
aims to regain its past glory 
and that party chief  K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR) would 
once again assume leadership 
with the blessings of  the 
people.

He alleged that the ruling 
congress government is engag-
ing in “cheap politics” to di-
vert attention from the meet-
ing, including scheduling 
parallel programmes and un-
dertaking road works to dis-
rupt public movement. He crit-
icized Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy, accusing him of  out of  

political fear they are taking 
such action.

Rama Rao claimed that there 
was a political realignment un-
derway in the state and that 
the anticipated huge crowd 
had created anxiety among 
congress leaders. He said that 
if  KCR shares the stage with 
senior leaders, including Jag-
tial leaders, it would mark the 
resurgence of  the party from 
the region.

Highlighting arrangements, 
he said extensive arrange-
ments were being made for the 
meeting, including the supply 
of  nearly three lakh bottles of  
drinking water and two lakh 
butter milk packets to manage 
the summer temperatures. The 
meeting is expected to begin in 

the evening after temperatures 
subside, with KCR likely to ar-
rive around 5:30 pm.

He urged party activists and 
people to remain calm and en-
sure the programme is con-
ducted peacefully despite any 
obstacles. He expressed confi-
dence that no attempts could 
stop the huge response from 
the people.

Rama Rao also apologized to 
media representatives for a re-
cent incident that caused in-
convenience, assuring that the 
party would compensate for 
any damages and extend sup-
port to those injured.

The BRS leader called upon 
the people of  Jagtial to actively 
participate and make the meet-
ing a historic success.

KTR Alleges Attempts to 
Hinder BRS Public Meeting

Hyderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) Presi-
dent and MLC Mahesh Kumar 
Goud on Saturday termed the 
defeat of  the 131st Constitu-
tional Amendment Bill in the 
Lok Sabha as a “victory for de-
mocracy” and a setback to 
what he described as the au-
thoritarian approach of  the 
BJP-led Central government.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Gandhi Bhavan, Goud, 
along with AICC Secretary 
Sampath Kumar, TPCC Vice 
Presidents Alam Khan and 
Sangishetti Jagadeesh, and 
several district Congress lead-
ers, accused the Centre of  at-
tempting to push an “unscien-
tific and illegal” delimitation 

bill by linking it with the wom-
en’s reservation legislation.

He stated that the Congress 
party, in coordination with oth-
er opposition led by parties, 
successfully thwarted what he 
called a conspiracy aimed at 
increasing parliamentary 
seats in northern states while 
disadvantaged  southern re-
gions. “The bill’s rejection has 
put a check on the BJP’s un-
democratic procedures,” he 
said.

Goud clarified that Congress 
has always supported women’s 
empowerment and reiterated 
that the party had extended 
full backing to the 2023 law pro-
posing 33 percent reservation 
for women. He questioned the 
BJP government for failing to 
implement the legislation de-
spite its passage and criticized 

the delay in rolling it out be-
fore the 2024 elections. “The 
BJP is misleading women by 
postponing implementation to 
2029–2034,” he alleged.

Highlighting Congress’s leg-
acy, he said the party had a con-
sistent track record of  empow-
ering women, from ensuring 
equal voting rights to facilitat-
ing reservations in local bodies 
through the 73rd and 74th Con-
stitutional Amendments dur-
ing the tenures of  Rajiv Gan-
dhi and P.V. Narasimha Rao.

The TPCC chief  also target-
ed BJP leaders, alleging ne-
glect of  Telangana’s interests 
and questioning their silence 
over controversial remarks 
made by a party MP comparing 
Telangana’s formation with 
the India-Pakistan partition. 
He demanded that Union Min-

ister G. Kishan Reddy release a 
white paper on contributions 
made to the state.

Goud further accused the 
BJP of  being anti-backward 
classes and said people were 
increasingly recognizing its 
political stance. He added that 
under the leadership of  Mall-
ikarjun Kharge, opposition 
parties had united to resist au-
thoritarian tendencies at the 
national level.

Congress leaders reiterated 
their commitment to women’s 
reservation and equitable rep-
resentation, asserting that 
they would continue to fight 
policies perceived as discrimi-
natory against southern states 
a n d  m a r g i n a l i z e d 
communities.

Congress Hails Bill Defeat as Democratic Victory

Hyderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

TPCC President and MLC 
Mahesh Kumar Goud on Satur-
day launched a strong attack 
on the BJP-led Central govern-
ment, alleging that it attempt-
ed to introduce a delimitation 
bill under the guise of  the 
women’s reservation legisla-
tion. Addressing a press con-
ference at Gandhi Bhavan, he 
said the defeat of  the bill in the 
Lok Sabha was a “slap in the 
face” for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and a victory for 
democracy.

Goud accused the Centre of  
trying to push the bill in an 
“unscientific and unconstitu-
tional manner,” claiming it 
was designed to increase repre-
sentation for northern states 
while reducing the share of  
southern states. He said the 
Congress party, along with op-

position leaders including Mal-
likarjun Kharge, Rahul Gan-
dhi,  Sonia Gandhi,  and 
Priyanka Gandhi, successfully 
blocked the move.

He alleged that the BJP 
lacked genuine commitment to 
women’s empowerment and 
had deliberately linked the 
women’s reservation bill with 

delimitation to ensure its fail-
ure. “If  the Centre is sincere, it 
should introduce a standalone 
women’s bill. Congress will ex-
tend full support,” he said, add-
ing that the party has consist-
ently backed 33 percent 
reservation for women.

Highlighting Congress’s leg-
acy, Goud said the party had 
played a historic role in em-
powering women, including 
appointing the country’s first 
woman Prime Minister and fa-
cilitating reservations in local 
bodies. He criticized the BJP 
for never appointing a woman 
as its national president and 
questioned its stance on wom-
en’s issues.

The TPCC chief  also alleged 
discrimination against south-
ern states in allocation of  
funds and parliamentary rep-
resentation, warning that such 
policies could have long-term 
consequences. He demanded 

that Union Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy release a white paper de-
tailing his contributions to 
Telangana.

Goud further condemned re-
marks made by a BJP MP com-
paring Telangana’s formation 
with the India-Pakistan parti-
tion, questioning the silence of  
BJP leaders from the state. He 
asserted that Telangana was 
achieved through sacrifices 
and parliamentary process, 
and any insult to its history 
would not be tolerated.

Responding to political ri-
vals, he criticized opposition 
leaders and dismissed their re-
marks, asserting that the Con-
gress government in Telanga-
na enjoys strong public support 
under Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy. He reaffirmed that the 
party would continue to fight 
for democratic values, wom-
en’s rights, and fair representa-
tion across regions.

TPCC Chief Targets BJP Over Delimitation Row
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Medchal, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

In a touching display of  
humanity, public represent-
atives and residents of  Nut-
hankal village came togeth-
er to perform the last rites 
of  an orphaned woman, 
proving that compassion 
transcends blood relations.

According to local sourc-
es, an elderly woman named 
Balamma had been living 
alone in Nuthankal village 
for some time. She passed 
away on Saturday due to ill-
ness. With no family mem-
bers or relatives to take re-
sponsibility for her last 
rites, her body was left 
unattended.

Upon learning about the 

situation, local public repre-
sentatives and village elders 
responded promptly. Dem-
onstrating a strong sense of  
social responsibility, they 
took charge of  the arrange-
ments and ensured that Bal-
amma received a dignified 
farewell.Those who stepped 
forward included council-
lors Saddi Suresh Reddy 
and Bhaskar Venu, former 
mandal co-option member 
Younis Pasha, former sar-
panch Kavitha Jeevan, for-
mer ward member Bhush-
anam, along with Mahender 
Reddy, Suresh Chari, Padma 
Rao, Hanif, Jangir, and sev-
eral other villagers. Togeth-
er, they organized the funer-
al in accordance with Hindu 
traditions and performed 

the last rites with due 
respect.

Villagers expressed ap-
preciation for the compas-
sionate gesture, noting that 
even in the absence of  blood 
relatives, the community 
stood united to fulfill the fi-
nal responsibilities. Many 
remarked that the true pur-
pose of  life lies in helping 
fellow human beings in 
times of  need.

The incident has been 
widely praised as an exam-
ple of  unity and humanity 
in Nuthankal village. It 
highlights the importance 
of  community support and 
reinforces the belief  that 
kindness and empathy re-
main at  the hear t  of  
society.

Village Leaders Uphold Humanity, Perform Last Rites for Orphaned Woman

Secunderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

A free scholarship camp for 
underprivileged and meritori-
ous students was organized at 
Sitaphalmandi Multipurpose 
Function Hall under the lead-
ership of  former corporator 
Dr. Samala Hema, in collabo-
ration with the Touch A Life 
Foundation.The event re-
ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse, with nearly 300 stu-
dents from various colleges 
attending along with their par-
ents. Organizers conducted a 
preliminary registration pro-
cess to identify eligible candi-
dates for scholarships, care-
fully reviewing their academic 
records and financial back-
grounds. Guidance was also 
provided to students to help 
them make informed deci-
sions about their educational 
paths.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Samala Hema high-
lighted that many talented stu-
dents from economically 
weaker sections are unable to 
pursue higher education due 
to financial constraints. She 
emphasized that supporting 
such students is a collective 
responsibility of  society.

She further stated that edu-
cation has the power to trans-
form individuals, uplift fami-
lies, and strengthen society. 
“Financial limitations should 
not become a barrier for any 
deserving student to achieve 
their goals,” she said.Dr. Hema 
appreciated the efforts of  the 
Touch A Life Foundation for 
its continued commitment to 
supporting education. The ini-
tiative, she added, aims not 
only to provide financial assis-
tance but also to boost stu-
dents’ confidence and motiva-

tion.Representatives of  the 
foundation expressed their 
intent to expand such scholar-
ship camps to other regions in 
the future, ensuring continued 
support for students in need. 
They encouraged students to 
pursue higher education and 
contribute meaningfully to so-
ciety.The event was attended 
by foundation founders Reena 
and Vibhuti, along with other 
representatives, marking a 
significant step toward em-
powering students through 
education.

Free Scholarship Camp Held 
for Underprivileged Students

Secunderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

Sanath Nagar MLA and for-
mer minister Talasani Srini-
vas Yadav announced that a 
long-standing drainage prob-
lem in Padmarao Nagar will 
soon be permanently re-
solved. The issue, which has 
troubled residents for over 30 
years, is being addressed 
through ongoing infrastruc-
ture works.

On Saturday, the MLA in-
spected drainage pipeline 
works near Shambhavi Apart-
ments on Padmarao Nagar 
Main Road, close to Gandhi 
Hospital back lane. The pro-
ject, being executed at a cost 
of  Rs 72 lakh, aims to provide 
a lasting solution to sewage 
overflow and flooding in the 
area. Talasani directed offi-
cials to expedite the work and 
ensure timely completion.

During the inspection, offi-
cials informed him that un-
derground electrical cables 
were posing a challenge to the 
pipeline work. Responding 
immediately, the MLA in-
structed electricity depart-
ment officials to extend coop-
eration by temporarily halting 
power supply to facilitate 

smooth progress.
Local residents expressed 

gratitude to the MLA for tak-
ing initiative to resolve the 
long-pending issue. Speaking 
on the occasion, Talasani 
Srinivas Yadav said that every 
monsoon season, the main 
road in Padmarao Nagar gets 
flooded, leaving residents un-
able to step out of  their homes. 
Overflowing drainage water 
also causes severe inconven-
ience to commuters and pe-
destrians.He stated that funds 
were sanctioned specifically 
to provide a permanent solu-
tion, and that the works are 
progressing rapidly.

Foundation Laid for 
Sewerage Works

Earlier in the day, the MLA 
also laid the foundation stone 
for a new sewerage line in Ha-
mali Basti, to be undertaken 
at a cost of  Rs 18 lakh. Resi-
dents brought several civic is-
sues to his attention, and he 
assured them of  prompt ac-
tion.Before the programme, 
the MLA paid floral tributes 
to the statues of  Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar and Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. Several officials and lo-
cal leaders were present dur-
ing the programme.

Permanent Solution to 

Drainage Issue: MLA Talasani

Secunderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

T
ension prevailed 
near Gandhi Hos-
pital in Secun-
d e r a b a d  a f t e r 
GHMC officials de-

molished a temporary shed 
used by ambulance drivers, 
leaving them without basic 
shelter. The action has drawn 
sharp criticism from members 
of  the Greater Hyderabad Am-
bulance Owners Association.

According to association 
president M. Suresh, the shed 
was being used solely as a rest-
ing space for ambulance driv-
ers who provide emergency 
services to patients. “We are 
not running any commercial 
activity here. This was only a 

temporary shelter for drivers 
transporting patients and dead 
bodies,” he said.

On Saturday, GHMC Secun-
derabad zonal officers report-

edly arrived with bulldozers 
and removed the structure lo-
cated adjacent to the hospital 
premises. The move led to a 
heated argument between as-

sociation leaders, including 
vice president Majeer, and city 
planner Satyabhama.

Suresh expressed anguish 
over the sudden action, stating 
that no prior notice was given 
before the demolition. He al-
leged that essential equipment 
and belongings were damaged 
during the process, leaving 
drivers stranded under the 
scorching sun.

Highlighting their services 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, he said ambulance drivers 
played a crucial role in assist-
ing the public in coordination 
with health, police, and munic-
ipal departments. “Despite our 
services, even pending bills 
from that period have not been 
cleared,” he added.

He further pointed out that 

many drivers are educated in-
dividuals, including degree 
and postgraduate holders, who 
depend on this livelihood to 
support their families. Ques-
tioning the authorities action, 
he asked why such measures 
were being taken against those 
engaged in essential services.

The association has demand-
ed immediate intervention 
from authorities to provide an 
alternative shelter and address 
their grievances. Meanwhile, 
officials are yet to issue a de-
tailed response regarding the 
demolition.

The incident has raised con-
cerns over the treatment of  
frontline service providers and 
the need for humane consider-
ation in civic enforcement 
services.

Ambulance Drivers’ Shelter Demolished 

Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

T e a c h e r  M L C  M a l k a 
Komaraiah strongly criticized 
the Congress party over its 
stance on the Women’s Reser-
vation Amendment Bill, warn-
ing that the party would face 
consequences for allegedly ob-
s t r u c t i n g  w o m e n ’ s 
empowerment.

Expressing anger over the 
delay in passing the bill, 
Komaraiah stated that block-
ing a crucial legislation aimed 
at ensuring 33% reservation 
for women in legislative bodies 
is “deeply unfortunate” and re-
flects the Congress party’s po-
litical motives. He accused the 
party of  denying fair represen-
tation to women, who consti-
tute more than half  of  the 
country’s population.

The BJP leader alleged that 
Congress has historically ne-
glected women’s welfare dur-
ing its decades in power and 
continues to do so by opposing 
key reforms. He also referred 
to past issues, claiming that 
the party had taken positions 
contrary to women’s interests.

Komaraiah praised the ef-
forts of  Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi, stating that the gov-
er nment is committed to 
strengthening women’s repre-
sentation in governance. He al-
leged that Congress is oppos-
ing the bill out of  fear of  losing 
political influence if  it be-
comes law.Warning of  political 
repercussions, he said that 
women across the country are 
closely observing these devel-
opments and would respond 
appropriately. “Women will 
teach Congress a lesson,” he 
remarked.Condemning the po-
lice action against BJP pro-
tests, Komaraiah also raised 
concerns over the arrest and 
house detention of  party lead-
ers and youth wing members. 
He termed such actions as un-
democratic and accused the 
state government of  misusing 
its authority to suppress dis-
sent.The controversy sur-
rounding the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill has intensified 
political tensions, emerging as 
a key issue in national dis-
course. With BJP stepping up 
its criticism and Congress de-
fending its position, the matter 
is likely to remain at the center 
of  political debate in the com-
ing days.

BJP MLC Warns Congress 
Over Stand on Women’s 

Reservation Bill

Secunderabad, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau 

C
ity police conduct-
ed extensive raids 
o n  p a n  s h o p s 
a c r o s s  S e c u n -
derabad, targeting 

areas such as Padmarao Nagar, 
Secunderabad Railway Sta-
tion, and Sitaphalmandi. The 
actions were carried out under 
the directions of  City Police 
Commissioner CV Anand, 
with East Zone Additional DCP 
Narsayya and Chilakalguda In-
spector Ramakrishna leading 
the operations.

The inspections primarily 
focused on pan shops located 
near government and private 
schools. During the raids, po-
lice seized illegal stocks of  gut-
ka, pan masala, and other in-
toxicating substances stored 
unlawfully in several shops.

Officials issued strict warn-

ings to shopkeepers against 
selling cigarettes, pan, gutka, 
or any tobacco products to mi-
nors below 18 years of  age. Po-

lice emphasized that violations 
would invite stringent legal 
action.

According to officials, the 

drive will continue for the next 
two to three days as part of  a 
broader effort to curb the grow-
ing trend of  tobacco use among 

students. Recently, authorities 
observed that some school stu-
dents, particularly in govern-
ment schools, were developing 
habits of  smoking, raising se-
rious concerns about their 
health and future.

Police also cautioned that 
selling such substances near 
educational institutions is a 
punishable offense. Shop own-
ers were instructed to strictly 
adhere to regulations and en-
sure that prohibited items are 
not sold to minors.The initia-
tive aims to safeguard students 
and prevent substance abuse at 
an early age. Police reiterated 
their commitment to eliminat-
ing illegal activities around 
schools and protecting the 
well-being of  young people.

Authorities have urged the 
public to cooperate and report 
any violations, ensuring a saf-
er environment for students 
across the city.

Police Crack Down on Pan Shops 

Medipally, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Municipal authorities car-
ried out an anti-mosquito drive 
in the lakes of  Peerzadiguda 
division under Boduppal Cir-
cle of  Malkajgiri Municipal 
Corporation on Friday. The ini-
tiative, which involved drone-
based spraying of  mosquito 
control chemicals, was under-
taken in response to the recent 
surge in mosquito population 
in the area.

Officials stated that the in-
crease in stagnant water bod-
ies had contributed to the rapid 
breeding of  mosquitoes, 
prompting immediate preven-
tive action. As part of  the ongo-
ing efforts, spraying opera-
tions were conducted across 
key lake zones to reduce health 
risks to residents.

In addition to the spraying 
program, authorities revealed 
that the tender process for the 
removal of  accumulated waste 
and sludge in the lakes has 
been completed. Comprehen-
sive cleaning operations are 
expected to begin shortly, aim-

ing to provide a long-term solu-
tion to the issue.

Appreciating the efforts of  
the municipal team, Congress 
Party leader and RV Founda-
tion Chairman Tungaturthi 
Ravi expressed gratitude to 
Boduppal Circle Deputy Com-
missioner A.Shailaja for initi-
ating timely measures. He also 
urged officials to implement a 
permanent solution to the mos-
quito problem in Peerzadigu-
da, Medipally, and Parvathapur 
areas.

Several municipal staff  
members, including DE Jah-
navi, AEE Mahesh, Entomolo-
gist Rambabu, and SFA Nar-
esh,  participated in the 
program. Authorities assured 
that similar drives would con-
tinue in other vulnerable areas 
to ensure public safety and 
hygiene.

The initiative reflects grow-
ing attention toward urban 
sanitation and public health, 
especially with the onset of  
warmer weather conditions 
that typically accelerate mos-
quito breeding.

Drone Spraying 
Conducted to Curb 
Mosquito Menace
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T
elangana Minister 
Seethakka has is-
s u e d  a  s t ro n g 
warning against 
human trafficking 

and bonded labour, describing 
them as grave threats to socie-
ty that demand urgent and col-
lective action.

Addressing a workshop on 
the issue, the minister said hu-
man trafficking and forced la-
bour are “serious assaults on 
humanity,” adding that silence 
or inaction would make society 
complicit in the crime. She 
highlighted that women and 
children are often lured under 
the pretext of  marriage or em-
ployment and later subjected 
to exploitation.

Seethakka pointed out that 
practices such as forced beg-
ging and labour exploitation 
are modern forms of  slavery 
that continue to persist despite 
legal safeguards. She identi-
fied poverty, inequality, and 
gender discrimination as the 
root causes driving such 
crimes, stressing that each 
case represents a deeply pain-
ful human story.

“Even though laws exist, 
their implementation must be 
stronger and more effective,” 
she said. The minister empha-
sized that prevention, protec-
tion, and punishment must 

work together in coordination 
to eliminate the menace. “It is 
the responsibility of  every in-
dividual to respond and act,” 
she added.

Citing a real-life example, 

Seethakka spoke about a survi-
vor named Shivamma, who 
overcame bonded labour and is 
now helping other women es-
cape similar situations. The 
minister said such stories 

serve as powerful inspiration 
and demonstrate the impact of  
collective efforts in rehabilita-
tion and empowerment.

She assured that the govern-
ment is committed to imple-
menting the recommendations 
emerging from the workshop 
and strengthening measures to 
combat trafficking and forced 
labour. “There will be no com-
promise when it comes to hu-
man trafficking and bonded 
labour,” she asserted.

Expressing concern, Seeth-
akka noted that it is unfortu-
nate that such practices still 
exist in a modern society. She 
underlined that when one indi-
vidual becomes a victim of  
bonded labour, an entire gen-
e r a t i o n  s u f f e r s  t h e 
consequences.

Drawing an emotional com-
parison, she said people feel 
distressed even when a family 
member is away for a short 
time, but the pain is unimagi-
nable when individuals are 
held in bondage for months in 
distant places.The minister 
concluded by calling for great-
er awareness, vigilance, and 
coordinated action to ensure 
that such inhumane practices 
are eradicated from society.

No Compromise on Human Trafficking: Seethakka

Sangareddy, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Health Minister 
Damodar Rajanarsimha inau-
gurated several development 
projects at Jogipet Polytechnic 
College in Andole constituen-
cy, undertaken with Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
funds worth around Rs 75 lakh.

As part of  his tour, the min-
ister visited Shivampet in 
Choutakur mandal, where he 
launched key infrastructure 
facilities aimed at improving 
technical education. A me-
chanical workshop shed, con-
structed with Rs 43 lakh in CSR 
funding from Newland Foun-
dation, was formally opened. 
The facility is expected to pro-
vide hands-on training oppor-
tunities for students pursuing 
mechanical and technical 
courses.

The minister also inaugurat-
ed four high mast LED street 
lights installed on the campus 
with     Rs 6 lakh from District 
Mineral Foundation Trust 
(DMFT) funds, enhancing safe-
ty and campus infrastructure. 
Additionally, a modern com-
puter lab established with Rs 
26 lakh in CSR support from 
Toshiba was launched, offer-
ing students improved access 
to digital learning resources.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Damodar Rajanarsimha stated 
that a total of  Rs 2.35 crore has 
been spent so far on the devel-
opment of  Jogipet Polytechnic 

through various CSR initia-
tives. He emphasized that the 
Telangana government is giv-
ing top priority to the educa-
tion and healthcare sectors as 
part of  its broader develop-
ment agenda.

The minister also interacted 
with students during a face-to-
face session, discussing their 
academic needs and infra-
structure requirements. He as-
sured that further steps would 
be taken to strengthen the in-
stitution, including proposals 
for constructing a girls’ hostel 
and additional workshop sheds 
for different departments.

Highlighting the importance 
of  CSR partnerships, he noted 
that such collaborations play a 
crucial role in improving edu-
cational infrastructure and 
equipping students with indus-
try-relevant skills.

District Collector Pravinya, 
Additional Collector Pandu, 
Sarpanch Sandhya Rani, New-
land Foundation Vice Presi-
dent D.V. Reddy, public repre-
sentatives, faculty members, 
and students participated in 
the programme.

The newly inaugurated fa-
cilities are expected to signifi-
cantly enhance the quality of  
technical education at the in-
stitution and support the 
state’s efforts in building a 
skilled workforce for the 
future.

 

CSR Works Inaugurated 
at Jogipet Polytechnic

Nalgonda, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

S
tate Agriculture and 
Far mers Welfare 
Commission Chair-
man N. Kodanda 
Reddy has directed 

officials to strictly follow gov-
ernment guidelines in paddy 
procurement and ensure that 
farmers do not face any incon-
venience. He warned that 
farmers should not be forced to 
visit rice mills after selling 
their produce at procurement 
centres, and any such inci-
dents would make the con-
cerned officials accountable.

On Saturday, the Chairman 
inspected paddy procurement 
centres at Arjalabavi and SLBC 
Market Yard near Nalgonda 
district headquarters, along 
with officials. During the visit, 
he examined paddy stocks and 
reviewed key parameters such 
as moisture content, impuri-
ties, and grain quality. He also 
interacted with farmers, hama-
lis, procurement staff, and of-
ficials in separate meetings 

held at both locations.
Addressing the gatherings, 

Kodanda Reddy emphasized 
that procurement must strictly 
adhere to policy guidelines and 
that no deviations would be tol-
erated. He stated that millers 
should have no role in procure-
ment activities and that the 
process should be limited to 
farmers and procurement cen-
tre authorities. He instructed 
that farmers must be issued 
proper receipts immediately 
after selling their paddy, fol-
lowed by timely payment into 
their bank accounts.

He further clarified that 
once paddy is transported from 
procurement centres to rice 
mills, the responsibility lies 
with the officials, not the farm-
ers. He strongly war ned 
against the dominance of  mill-
ers in the process, stating that 
such practices would not be al-
lowed to continue.

The Chairman also stressed 
that labour charges should not 
exceed Rs 45 per quintal as pre-
scribed by the government, 
cautioning that strict action 

would be taken against viola-
tions. He urged officials and 
public representatives to prior-
itize farmers’ welfare and ex-
tend full cooperation during 
procurement.

Referring to FCI guidelines, 
he said that parameters like 
moisture, impurities, and de-
ductions must be verified at 
the procurement centres itself. 
Farmers, who bring their pro-
duce at their own expense, 
should not be harassed in the 
name of  quality checks.

Farmers at the meeting ex-
pressed concerns over alleged 
harassment by millers, claim-
ing unnecessary delays, deduc-
tions, and stoppage of  vehicles. 
They urged the government to 
ensure fair practices.

Officials and representatives 
from various departments, in-
cluding revenue, marketing, 
and civil supplies, attended the 
programme.

The statement was issued by 
the Assistant Director, Infor-
m a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t , 
Nalgonda.

 

Strict Action Warned on Irregularities 
in Paddy Procurement

Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

The Youth Congress organ-
ized a massive protest at Dhar-
na Chowk near Indira Park in 
Hyderabad opposing the pro-
posed Indo-American trade 
deal. The demonstration was 
led by Youth Congress presi-
dent Shiva Charan Reddy and 
witnessed participation from 
several senior Congress lead-
ers.TPCC President and MLC 
Mahesh Kumar Goud attended 
the programme as the chief  
guest and addressed the gather-
ing, strongly criticizing the cen-
tral government  procedures. 
He alleged that the Union Gov-
ernment was compromising na-
tional interests through inter-
national ag reements and 
accused Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of  “mortgaging the 
c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  U n i t e d 
States.”Speaking at the protest, 
Mahesh Kumar Goud said that 
India’s technological progress, 
including advancements in 
rocket development, was rooted 
in the policies introduced dur-
ing former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi’s tenure. He further 
stated that recent decisions by 
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi 
and Mallikarjun Kharge en-
sured justice for southern 
states, which he claimed were 
being sidelined by the central 
government.He also raised con-
cerns about women’s welfare, 
stating that the central govern-
ment lacked sincerity in imple-
menting effective legislation for 
women. He noted that the Con-
gress had extended support to 
the women’s reservation bill in 
2023 and emphasized that the 
party has historically worked 
towards empowering women, 

including appointing a woman 
as Prime Minister.Criticizing 
the BJP, he questioned its 
stance on controversial re-
marks made against the forma-
tion of  Telangana and demand-
ed accountability. He also called 
for the rollback of  the farm 
laws, alleging that they were 
anti-farmer in nature.Other 
leaders, including Youth Con-
gress leader Uday Bhanu, Work-
ing President Jaggareddy, AICC 
Secretary Sampath, and corpo-
ration chairpersons Nuthi Sri-
kanth, Preetham, and Indira 
Shobhan, participated in the 
protest.Congress leaders reiter-
ated that the party would con-
tinue to lead protests against 
policies they termed as anti-
people and anti-farmer.

Youth Congress Stages 
Protest Against Trade Deal

Hyderabad, April 18 | TPN 
Bureau

The Telangana Youth Con-
gress organized a massive pro-
test at Dharna Chowk near In-
dira Park in Hyderabad on 
Saturday, raising slogans of  
“Modi Ji Ko Hatao – Kisano Ko 
Bachao” against the BJP-led 
Central government. The dem-
onstration was led by State 
Youth Congress President Jak-
kidi Shiva Charan Reddy and 
witnessed participation from 
thousands of  party leaders and 
workers.The protest was held 
to oppose what the party lead-
ers described as “authoritari-
an governance” by the Centre 
and to demand the rollback of  
certain trade agreements, in-
cluding the Indo-US trade deal. 
Protesters raised slogans as-
serting that “if  Modi bows, the 
nation will not,” and accused 
the government of  compromis-
ing national interests.

National Youth Congress 
President Uday Bhanu Chib at-
tended the programme as the 
chief  guest, along with TPCC 
President and MLC Mahesh 
Kumar Goud, State Minister 
DhanasariSeethakka, and 
MLC Whip Addanki Dayakar, 
among others. Several former 

MPs, MLAs, and corporation 
chairpersons also participated 
in the protest.

Addressing the gathering, 
Uday Bhanu Chib and Mahesh 
Kumar Goud criticized the 
Centre’s trade policies, stating 
that such agreements were 
harming the economy of  the 
country and adversely affect-
ing local businesses and farm-
ers. They demanded immedi-
ate withdrawal of  these 
policies, alleging that they 
were against the country's self-
esteem  and public interests.

The leaders reiterated that 
the Congress party would con-
tinue to oppose policies that 
they termed as anti-farmer and 
anti-people. They called upon 
youth leaders and activists to 
strengthen their movement 
a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l 
government.

Senior Youth Congress lead-
ers, including national general 
secretary Shravan Rao, state 
in-charges K.R. Bhavya and 
Roshni Jaiswal, and national 
secretary Srinivas Rathod, 
were also present.

The protest concluded peace-
fully, with leaders vowing to 
intensify their agitation in the 
coming days.

Youth Congress Holds 
Massive Protest 
Against Centre

Sadashivapet, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

Senior Congress leader T. 
Jagga Reddy participated in 
the Urs celebrations held at 
the Hazrat Mahboob Pasha 
Dargah in Sadashivapet town, 
highlighting the spirit of  com-
munal harmony and cultural 
unity.

The Urs festivities, which 
have been underway for the 
past three days, were conduct-
ed on a grand scale, drawing 
devotees and visitors from var-
ious regions. This year marked 
the joint observance of  the 
422nd Urs Sharif  of  Hazrat 
Syed Shah Mohammed Sahab 
and the 52nd Urs Sharif  of  
Hazrat Mahboob Pasha. The 
celebrations featured tradi-
tional rituals, prayers, and cul-
tural programs.

A special Qawwali perfor-
mance organized as part of  
the festivities captivated the 
audience, adding a vibrant 
cultural dimension to the 
event. Jagga Reddy appreciat-

ed the efforts of  the organizers 
and the dargah committee for 
successfully conducting the 
celebrations and arranging 
the Qawwali program.

Speaking on the occasion, 
he said that Urs festivals stand 
as a symbol of  unity among 
different communities and 
promote mutual respect and 
brotherhood. He lauded the or-
ganizers for maintaining the 

essence of  the tradition and 
ensuring that the event was in-
clusive and well-managed.

Devotees expressed joy over 
the arrangements and the 
spiritual atmosphere at the 
dargah. The event concluded 
with prayers for peace, pros-
perity, and communal harmo-
ny, reinforcing the message of  
unity  beyond re l igious 
boundaries.

Harmony Marked at Urs FestDemand Grows for Luxettipet 
Assembly Constituency

Mancherial, April 18 | 
TPN Bureau

A key press conference was 
held at the IB Guest House in 
Luxettipet municipality of  
Mancherial district under the 
aegis of  the Luxettipet As-
sembly Sadhana Samithi, 
where leaders expressed dis-
satisfaction over the delay in 
constituency delimitation.

Speaking at the meeting, 
convener Chunchu Raj Kiran 
voiced concern that the de-
limitation bill had not been 
approved in Parliament. He 
emphasized the need to recog-
nize Luxettipet as a separate 
Assembly constituency, stat-
ing that the area has long 
awaited proper political rep-
resentation. He urged author-
ities to take up the matter in 
the upcoming parliamentary 
sessions and ensure the bill is 
passed without further 
delay.

Raj Kiran called upon the 
people and the leaders to 
unite and intensify their ef-

forts to achieve this demand. 
He stated that only a collec-
tive movement would help 
bring attention to the issue 
and ensure that Luxettipet re-
ceives fair representation in 
the state legislature.The con-
vener also expressed concern 
over the delay in the 33 per-
cent reservation bill for wom-
en, stating that such key deci-
s i o n s   s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
postponed. He stressed that 
women’s political empower-
ment is essential for balanced 
development and inclusive 
governance.Participants at

 the meeting echoed similar 
sentiments, highlighting the 
need for timely decisions on 
both delimitation and wom-
en’s reservation. They urged 
policymakers to prioritize 
these issues in the interest of  
democracy and equitable 
representation.

The meeting concluded 
with a call for continued 
movement until the demands 
are addressed.
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D
onald Trump has long 
built his political iden-
tity around economic 
strength. From his first 
presidential campaign 

to his return to power, he has 
consistently presented him-
self  as a leader who under-
stands business and can de-
liver prosperity. His political 
messaging has often revolved 
around job creation, rising 
wages, and lower costs for 
American families. However, 
as the United States moves 
deeper into another political-
ly sensitive period, Trump 
may be facing his most formi-
dable challenge yet — not 
from political opponents, but 
from the economy itself.

Economic performance has 
always played a central role 
in shaping voter sentiment. 
For Trump, whose appeal has 
been closely tied to economic 
confidence, the stakes are 
even higher. While his admin-
istration has focused on tax 
cuts, tariffs, and domestic 
manufacturing policies, the 
outcomes have been mixed. 
Many Americans continue to 
grapple with rising costs, un-
certain growth, and fluctuat-
ing market conditions, creat-
i n g  a  g a p  b e t w e e n 
expectations and everyday 
experiences.

One of  the most debated as-
pects of  Trump’s economic 
approach has been his use of  
tariffs. These measures were 
introduced with the aim of  
protecting American indus-
tries and reducing reliance 
on imports. Supporters argue 
that tariffs encourage domes-
tic production and strengthen 
local manufacturing. Howev-
er, critics say that tariffs often 
increase costs for businesses, 
which then pass those ex-
penses on to consumers. As a 
result, everyday goods can be-

come more expensive, adding 
to inflationary pressures.

At the same time, business-
es have had to adapt to shift-
ing trade policies. Frequent 
changes in tariffs and trade 
negotiations have created un-
certainty, making companies 
cautious about investment 
and hiring. While some in-
dustries have benefited from 
protectionist policies, others 
have faced challenges due to 
higher input costs and re-
duced access to global mar-
kets. This uneven impact has 
contributed to mixed econom-
ic outcomes.

Affordability has become 
one of  the most pressing con-
cerns for voters. Rising prices 
for housing, groceries, and 
fuel have made it harder for 
many Americans to manage 
their budgets. Even when eco-
nomic indicators such as em-
ployment rates show im-
provement, high living costs 
can overshadow positive de-
velopments. For voters, per-
sonal financial experiences 
often matter more than 
broader economic data.

Trump has attempted to ad-
dress these concerns by pro-
moting long-term growth 

strategies. His administra-
tion has emphasized domes-
tic manufacturing, energy 
independence, and reduced 
re gulat ion  as  ways  to 
strengthen the economy. 
These policies are designed to 
deliver benefits over time. 
However, voters typically fo-
cus on immediate challenges. 
If  inflation remains high or 
wages fail to keep pace with 
rising costs, long-term prom-
ises may not ease public 
concerns.

Political implications of  
economic performance are 
significant. Republicans pre-

paring for elections must de-
fend the administration’s eco-
n o m i c  r e c o r d  w h i l e 
acknowledging voter frustra-
tions. This balancing act be-
comes particularly difficult 
in competitive regions where 
economic concerns are more 
pronounced. Candidates of-
ten emphasize tax relief, re-
duced government spending, 
and job creation, but these 
solutions may take time to 
produce visible results.

Independent voters, who of-
ten decide close elections, 
tend to be especially sensitive 
to economic conditions. Even 

small changes in public per-
ception can influence out-
comes. If  voters feel finan-
cially strained, they may 
become more open to alterna-
tive leadership, regardless of  
political loyalty. This makes 
economic stability crucial for 
m a i n t a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l 
support.

Global developments have 
also played a role in shaping 
economic conditions. Trade 
tensions, supply chain dis-
ruptions, and geopolitical 
conflicts have contributed to 
uncertainty. These factors are 
often beyond direct control, 
yet voters still hold leader-
ship accountable for econom-
ic outcomes. When global 
events lead to higher prices 
or slower growth, the politi-
cal impact can be significant.
Trump’s political style has 
relied heavily on strong mes-
saging and confidence. He fre-
quently highlights achieve-
ments such as job growth, 
manufacturing revival, and 
energy production. While 
these themes resonate with 
supporters, they may not ful-
ly address everyday concerns 
about affordability. Voters 
tend to judge economic per-
formance based on personal 
experience rather than politi-
cal rhetoric.

Another challenge lies in 
the unpredictability of  eco-
nomic forces. Markets re-
spond to a wide range of  fac-
tors, including interest rates, 
global demand, and investor 
confidence. Even well-inten-
tioned policies can produce 
unexpected consequences. 
This makes managing eco-
nomic perception particular-
l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a n y 
administration.

As the election cycle ap-
proaches, economic perfor-
mance in the coming months 

will likely play a decisive role. 
If  inflation slows and growth 
strengthens, Trump could re-
inforce his image as a strong 
economic leader. Improved 
conditions could help rebuild 
confidence among voters and 
strengthen political support.

However, if  economic chal-
lenges persist, they could 
overshadow other achieve-
ments. Rising costs and un-
certainty may dominate pub-
lic discourse, making it 
harder for political messag-
ing to gain traction. In such a 
scenario, the economy itself  
could become the central is-
sue shaping voter decisions.

Trump’s political journey 
has always been closely tied 
to economic narratives. He 
has positioned himself  as a 
businessman capable of  de-
livering results. Yet, econom-
ic realities often evolve be-
yond political control. Factors 
such as global markets, con-
sumer sentiment, and supply 
chain dynamics can influence 
outcomes in ways that are dif-
ficult to predict.Ultimately, 
Trump’s toughest opponent 
may not be political rivals or 
critics. Instead, it could be the 
complex and unpredictable 
nature of  the economy. If  eco-
nomic conditions improve, 
his leadership narrative may 
strengthen. If  they do not, 
voter concerns about afford-
ability and stability could 
shape the political landscape.
In the end, economic perfor-
mance remains one of  the 
most powerful forces in poli-
tics. For Donald Trump, 
whose brand is closely tied to 
economic success, the stakes 
are particularly high. As 
Americans continue to evalu-
ate their financial well-being, 
the economy may ultimately 
determine the outcome of  the 
political contest ahead.

Trump’s Toughest Opponent May Be His Own Economy

 
The ongoing tensions be-

tween the United States and 
Iran have created a fragile geo-
political environment where 
peace remains uncertain and 
economic consequences con-
tinue to grow. Even as tempo-
rary ceasefires and diplomatic 
efforts offer hope, the underly-
ing conflict highlights deeper 
global challenges — rising de-
fence budgets, political divi-
sions, and the economic bur-
den of  prolonged instability.

At the centre of  this situa-
tion is a fragile ceasefire that 
has brought temporary calm 
but little long-term certainty. 
While markets have responded 
positively to signs of  de-escala-
tion, geopolitical realities sug-
gest that the peace may not 
last. The conflict has already 
affected oil supplies, global 
trade routes, and investor con-
fidence, making it clear that 
even a brief  confrontation be-
tween major powers can have 
far-reaching consequences. 

A Fragile Peace With Deep 
Uncertainty

The ceasefire between the 
US and Iran has reduced imme-
diate tensions, but it has not 
resolved the core issues driv-
ing the conflict. These include 
Iran’s nuclear programme, re-
gional security concerns, and 
sanctions imposed by the Unit-
ed States. Negotiations have 
been complicated, with both 
sides holding firm positions 
and demanding concessions 
from the other.

While diplomatic talks have 
been ongoing, there is no guar-
antee that agreements will 
hold. Past negotiations have 
often collapsed, leaving both 
sides wary of  long-term com-
mitments. This uncertainty 
keeps global markets on edge 
and complicates decision-mak-
ing for governments and inves-
tors alike.

The fragile nature of  the 
peace also reflects broader geo-
political competition in West 
Asia. The region remains stra-
tegically important because of  
its energy resources and ship-
ping routes. Any disruption in 

the area — particularly around 
key oil transit routes — can 
quickly affect global prices and 
economic stability.

Rising Defence Budgets 
And Military Preparedness

One of  the most significant 
consequences of  the conflict is 
the expected increase in de-
fence spending. The United 
States is preparing to request a 
defence budget of  around $1.5 
trillion, reflecting growing 
concerns about global security 
threats. Such a large budget 
underscores how geopolitical 
tensions are reshaping nation-
al priorities and pushing gov-
ernments to allocate more re-
s o u r c e s  t o  m i l i t a r y 
preparedness. 

Increased defence spending 
often signals long-term strate-
gic competition rather than 
short-term conflict. Govern-
ments invest in advanced tech-
nologies, military capabilities, 
and strategic partnerships to 
prepare for future threats. 
However, these investments 
also divert funds from domes-
tic priorities such as health-
c a r e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d 
infrastructure.

This shift raises important 
questions about the balance be-
tween security and develop-
ment. While military prepared-
ness may be necessary, rising 
defence budgets can strain 
public finances and contribute 
t o  l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o m i c 
challenges.

Economic Impact Beyond 
The Battlefield

The US-Iran conflict has also 
highlighted how geopolitical 
tensions can affect global econ-
omies. Oil prices, for instance, 
are particularly sensitive to de-
velopments in West Asia. Any 
disruption to supply routes can 
cause sudden price increases, 
affecting transportation, man-
ufacturing, and consumer 
goods worldwide.

The economic effects extend 
beyond energy markets. Inves-
tor confidence tends to weaken 
during geopolitical crises, 
leading to volatility in stock 
markets and currency fluctua-
tions. Businesses often delay 
investments, and governments 

may adopt cautious economic 
policies.

Even if  the conflict de-esca-
lates, the economic damage 
may persist. Infrastructure de-
struction, disrupted trade, and 
uncertainty can leave lasting 
effects on global growth. Eco-
nomic institutions have al-
ready warned that the conflict 
could create long-term disrup-
tions and slow economic 
recovery. 

Political Divisions Within 
The United States

The conflict has also exposed 
political divisions within the 
United States. Decisions relat-
ed to military action, defence 
spending, and diplomacy often 
face scrutiny from lawmakers 
and the public. Proposed in-

creases in defence budgets are 
likely to spark debate, particu-
larly over funding priorities 
and long-term strategy.

Domestic politics plays a 
crucial role in shaping foreign 
policy decisions. Leaders must 
balance national security con-
cerns with economic realities 
and public opinion. As a result, 
policy decisions become more 
complex, especially during pe-
riods of  geopolitical tension.

Political divisions can also 
affect the credibility of  diplo-
matic efforts. If  there is disa-
greement within a country, ne-
g o t i at i n g  p a r t n e r s  m ay 
question the stability of  com-
mitments. This can make 
reaching long-term agree-
ments more difficult.

Markets React, But Risks 
Remain

Financial markets often re-
spond quickly to geopolitical 
developments. The announce-
ment of  ceasefires or peace 
talks can trigger rallies in 
stocks and commodities. How-
ever, such reactions are often 
temporary, especially when un-
derlying tensions remain 
unresolved.

Investors are aware that 
fragile peace agreements can 
collapse quickly. As a result, 
market optimism tends to be 
cautious. Volatility remains 
high, and sudden develop-
ments can reverse gains.

The situation also highlights 
how interconnected global 
markets have become. Events 

in one region can influence 
economies worldwide, demon-
strating the importance of  geo-
political stability for economic 
growth.

Long-Term Strategic 
Implications

The US-Iran conflict reflects 
broader shifts in global power 
dynamics. Strategic competi-
tion, regional alliances, and 
military capabilities are be-
coming increasingly impor-
tant in international relations. 
These developments suggest 
that geopolitical tensions may 
remain a defining feature of  
global politics.

Countries are likely to con-
tinue strengthening their de-
fence capabilities and forming 
partnerships to address secu-

rity challenges. This trend 
could lead to higher defence 
spending worldwide and in-
creased focus on military tech-
nology.At the same time, diplo-
matic efforts remain essential. 
Sustainable peace requires ad-
dressing underlying issues 
such as security concerns, eco-
nomic sanctions, and regional 
rivalries. Without progress on 
these fronts, ceasefires may re-
main temporary solutions.

The Cost Of Fragile Peace
The concept of  fragile peace 

captures the uncertainty sur-
rounding the US-Iran conflict. 
While diplomacy offers hope, 
the underlying tensions re-
main unresolved. This creates 
a situation where stability is 
temporary and risks persist.

The economic and political 
costs of  such uncertainty are 
significant. Governments must 
prepare for potential escala-
tion, businesses face unpre-
dictable conditions, and citi-
zens experience the effects 
through higher prices and 
slower growth.Ultimately, the 
US-Iran conflict highlights the 
delicate balance between diplo-
macy and conflict. Even when 
fighting stops, the consequenc-
es continue to shape global pol-
itics and economics.

Conclusion
The fragile peace between 

the United States and Iran of-
fers a temporary break from 
conflict but does not eliminate 
the underlying challenges. Ris-
ing defence budgets, economic 
uncertainty, and political divi-
sions continue to shape the 
global landscape.As negotia-
tions continue, the world 
watches closely. A lasting reso-
lution could stabilize markets 
and reduce tensions. However, 
if  the fragile peace breaks 
down, the consequences could 
extend far beyond the region.

The US-Iran conflict serves 
as a reminder that modern geo-
political disputes are not con-
fined to battlefields. They in-
fluence economies, politics, 
and everyday life across the 
globe. In this context, achiev-
ing durable peace remains 
both essential and increasingly 
difficult.

Fragile Peace, Rising Costs: What The US-Iran Conflict 
Means For Global Stability And Defence Spending
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L
ok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
adjourned the House after 
the conclusion of  the Budg-
et Session, announcing 
that the Lower House 

achieved a productivity of  93% 
during the proceedings. The 
session, which began on Janu-
ary 28, saw active legislative 
and financial business before 
being brought to a close.

According to the Speaker, 
the Budget Session comprised 
31 sittings over a span of  near-
ly 151 hours and 42 minutes. 
Despite frequent disruptions 
and intense debates, the House 
managed to function with high 
efficiency and pass several key 
legislative proposals.

Birla highlighted that nine 
out of  the twelve government 
bills introduced during the ses-

sion were successfully passed. 
The session also witnessed im-

portant financial discussions, 
including the presentation 
and debate of  the Union Budg-
et for the financial year 
2026–27.

The Speaker noted that the 
Budget discussion alone last-
ed for several hours and saw 
participation from dozens of  
members across party lines. 
In addition, multiple key bills 
and policy matters were debat-
ed in detail, reflecting a busy 
legislative agenda.

He further informed that 
parliamentary business in-
cluded discussions on major 
national issues, question 
hours, and multiple submis-
sions under different proce-
dural rules. Several reports 

from standing committees 
were also presented during 
the session, along with thou-
sands of  papers laid on the ta-
ble of  the House.

Birla emphasized that de-
spite interruptions, the over-
all functioning of  the House 
remained productive, with 
members participating in de-
bates and legislative process-
es. The session also included 
structured discussions on im-
portant national subjects and 
legislative reforms.

With the adjournment of  
the Budget Session, Parlia-
ment is expected to reconvene 
in its next scheduled sitting 
period, continuing its legisla-
tive calendar for the year.

Lok Sabha Records 93% Productivity in 
Budget Session, Says Speaker Om Birla

P
rime Minister Narendra 
Modi has launched a 
sharp attack on the Oppo-
sition after the Women’s 
Reservation Bill failed to 

clear Parliament, saying they 
“made a mistake” and will 
have to face the consequences 
for their decision.

According to the Prime Min-
ister, the Opposition’s rejection 
of  the constitutional amend-
ment has deprived women of  a 
historic opportunity for great-
er representation in legisla-
tures. He said the move reflect-
e d  n e g at ive ly  o n  t h e i r 
commitment to women’s em-
powerment and added that the 
public, especially women vot-
ers, would remember this 
decision.

The remarks came after the 
bill, which proposed reserving 
one-third of  seats in the Lok 
Sabha and state assemblies for 
women, failed to secure the re-
quired two-thirds majority in 
Parliament. Despite support 
from the ruling side, the bill 
did not pass due to opposition 
resistance over procedural and 
political concerns.

The legislation had been po-
sitioned as a landmark reform 

aimed at increasing women’s 
participation in politics. How-
ever, opposition parties argued 
that the proposal was linked to 
broader electoral restructur-
ing plans, including delimita-
tion, and accused the govern-
ment of  using it for political 
advantage.

The Prime Minister defend-
ed the bill and reiterated that 
women’s representation is es-
sential for India’s democratic 
progress. He also emphasized 
that the government remains 
committed to implementing 
the reservation policy and con-
tinuing efforts to enhance 
women’s participation in deci-
sion-making roles.

Following the bill’s defeat, 
political reactions intensified, 
with the ruling alliance criti-
cising the Opposition for block-
ing what it described as a his-
toric reform, while opposition 
leaders maintained their objec-
tions to the structure and tim-
ing of  the proposal.

The issue is expected to re-
main a major political talking 
point, especially as debates 
over women’s representation 
and electoral reforms continue 
ahead of  future elections.

“Opposition Will Face 
Consequences”: PM Modi on 

Women’s Reservation Bill

U
nion Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister KirenRijiju 
has strongly reacted to 
the defeat of  the Women’s 
Reservation Bill in the 

Lok Sabha, targeting Leader of  
Opposition Rahul Gandhi and 
accusing the Opposition of  
blocking a historic reform.

Rijiju said that the govern-
ment had made sustained ef-
forts to build consensus on the 
bill, which aimed to provide 
33% reservation for women in 
Parliament and state assem-
blies. However, he said the re-
quired two-thirds majority 
could not be achieved due to 
opposition resistance.

He specifically blamed the 
Opposition bloc for the bill’s 
failure, stating that it resulted 
in a “lost opportunity” to em-
power women politically. Ac-
cording to him, the govern-
ment had a clear intention to 
pass the legislation, but the 
numbers in Parliament did not 
s u p p o r t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
approval.

The minister also linked the 
controversy to the broader de-
bate around delimitation, ar-
guing that misinformation 
spread by the Opposition cre-
ated confusion around the 
bill’s intent. He maintained 
that both women’s reservation 
and electoral reforms were be-
ing handled transparently by 
the government.

Rijiju further said that de-
spite the setback, the govern-
ment remains committed to 
ensuring women’s representa-
tion in legislatures and will 

continue efforts to bring back 
the proposal in a suitable form.

The comments come after 
the bill failed to secure the nec-
essary majority in Parliament, 
leading to a political war of  
words between the ruling alli-
ance and Opposition parties, 
who have raised concerns over 
the structure and timing of  the 
legislation.

The issue is expected to re-
main a key point of  political 
debate, especially with both 
sides continuing to trade blame 
over the bill’s collapse.

KirenRijiju Slams Rahul Gandhi Over Women’s 
Reservation Bill Defeat, Blames Opposition for Block

C
ongress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra has strong-
ly criticised the BJP fol-
lowing the defeat of  the 
Women’s Reservation Bill 

in the Lok Sabha, alleging that 
the government used the legis-
lation to push a “delimitation 
agenda” rather than genuinely 
empowering women.

Speaking during the parlia-
mentary debate, she accused 
the ruling party of  linking 
women’s reservation with the 
contentious issue of  delimita-
tion, which involves redrawing 
parliamentary constituencies 
based on population data. Ac-
cording to her, this linkage cre-
ated doubts about the govern-
ment’s intent and turned a 
straightforward empowerment 
proposal into a politically 
charged exercise.

Priyanka Gandhi argued 
that the government could 
have implemented 33% reser-
vation for women within the 
existing 543 Lok Sabha seats 
instead of  connecting it to a fu-
ture expansion of  seats 
through delimitation. She 
claimed that this approach 
raised concerns about political 
motives and the timing of  the 

proposal.
She further described the 

bill and related measures as an 
“attack on democracy,” stating 
that the way the legislation 
was structured undermined 
trust in the process. She also 
suggested that the debate 
around women’s reservation 
was being diverted by focusing 
on boundary restructuring 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i m m e d i a t e 
representation.

The remarks come amid a 
heated political exchange be-
tween the Opposition and the 
ruling alliance after the bill 
failed to secure the required 
two-thirds majority in Parlia-
ment. While the government 
maintained that the proposal 
was aimed at strengthening 
women’s representation in leg-
islatures, Opposition parties 
argued that it was tied to elec-
toral advantages through 
delimitation.

The controversy has intensi-
fied political debate, with both 
sides accusing each other of  
misrepresenting the intent of  
the legislation. The issue is ex-
pected to remain a key flash-
point in upcoming parliamen-
tary discussions.

Priyanka Gandhi Accuses BJP 
of Using Women’s 

Reservation Bill for 
Delimitation ‘Conspiracy’

Leader of  Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi launched a sharp po-
litical attack on the Centre af-
ter the Women’s Reservation 
Bill failed to clear Parliament, 
using a campaign event in Ta-
mil Nadu to reinforce opposi-
tion to what he called an at-
tempt to weaken federalism 
and state representation.

Addressing a public meeting 
in Tamil Nadu, Gandhi said 
that any move to reduce the 
voice of  states in the Union 
would be strongly resisted by 
the INDIA bloc. He declared 
that “no one can touch Tamil 
Nadu,” framing the issue as 
part of  a larger battle to pro-
tect the rights and identity of  
states within India’s federal 
structure.

Gandhi alleged that the de-
feated constitutional amend-
ment was not merely about 

women’s reservation but was 
linked to a broader attempt to 
alter the electoral balance 

through delimitation. He ar-
gued that such changes could 
reduce the influence of  states 
like Tamil Nadu in national 
politics and weaken the federal 
character of  the Constitution.

He also accused the ruling 
party of  targeting regional 
identities, particularly in 
southern India, and claimed 
that the proposal was designed 
in a way that could diminish 
the representation of  certain 
states in Parliament. Accord-
ing to him, the INDIA alliance 
would stand united against any 
such attempt.The remarks 
came a day after the Women’s 
Reservation Bill failed in the 
Lok Sabha, where it could not 
secure the required two-thirds 
majority. The bill, which aimed 

to reserve one-third of  seats in 
Parliament and state assem-
blies for women, had been a 
key legislative proposal of  the 
government.Political reactions 
have intensified following the 
defeat, with the ruling side 
blaming the Opposition for 
blocking a historic reform, 
while Opposition leaders con-
tinue to argue that the bill was 
structured in a way that raised 
concerns over its long-term po-
litical implications.The issue 
has now evolved into a wider 
political confrontation involv-
ing women’s representation, 
federalism, and electoral re-
structuring, with both sides 
trading sharp criticism as de-
bate continues in Parliament 
and across states.

“No One Can Touch Tamil Nadu”: Rahul Gandhi 
Targets Centre After Women’s Quota Bill Fails

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has announced a nation-
wide protest campaign after 
the Women’s Reservation Bill 
failed to pass in the Lok Sab-
ha, accusing opposition par-
ties of  blocking what it calls a 
landmark reform for women’s 
empowerment.

The party has described the 
bill’s defeat as a “betrayal of  
Nari Shakti,” arguing that the 
opposition deliberately stalled 
the constitutional amendment 
that sought to reserve one-
third of  seats in Parliament 
and state assemblies for wom-
en. The BJP leadership has 
decided to take the issue di-
rectly to the public through 
demonstrations across the 
country.

According to party sources, 
the first phase of  the cam-
paign will include rallies, 
street protests, and outreach 
programmes led by BJP wom-
en workers. Demonstrations 
are also planned outside the 
residences of  senior opposi-
tion leaders, including promi-
nent INDIA bloc figures, as 
part of  a broader political mo-
bilisation effort.

The decision came immedi-
ately after the bill failed to se-
cure the required two-thirds 

majority in the Lok Sabha. 
The ruling party has blamed 
the opposition for the out-
come, claiming that they 
blocked a historic opportunity 
to strengthen women’s repre-
sentation in Indian politics.

Senior BJP leaders have 
also taken to social media to 
criticise the opposition, accus-
ing them of  being “anti-wom-
en” and celebrating the bill’s 
failure. The party has stated 
that it intends to continue its 
campaign until the 2029 elec-
tions, keeping the issue of  
women’s reservation in the 
public discourse.

Meanwhile, opposition par-
ties have countered that the 
bill was linked to controver-
sial proposals such as delimi-
tation and electoral restruc-
turing, which they argue 
raised concerns about fair-
ness and representation. This 
disagreement has further 
deepened the political divide 
over the legislation.

With both sides exchanging 
strong accusations, the issue 
of  women’s reservation has 
now become a major political 
flashpoint, combining debates 
on gender representation, 
electoral boundaries, and fed-
eral balance in Parliament.

BJP to Launch Nationwide Protests 
After Women’s Reservation  

Bill Defeat in Lok Sabha

I
n the ongoing TCS Nashik 
case, accused Nida Khan’s 
husband reportedly assisted 
police in tracing her last 
known location after she 

went missing, according to of-
ficials involved in the investi-
gation. However, when the po-
lice team reached the spot, 
they found the premises 
locked, raising further compli-
c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s e a r c h 
operation.

Sources in the investigation 
say that police had been work-
ing on multiple leads to locate 
Nida Khan, who is one of  the 
key accused in the case involv-
ing serious allegations of  
workplace harassment and 
other charges at the TCS Na-
shik unit. As part of  the probe, 
her family members were also 
questioned, and her husband 
reportedly provided crucial in-
f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h e r 
whereabouts.

Acting on the inputs, police 
teams reached the identified 
location, but the premises were 

found locked and vacant. This 
has added another layer of  
complexity to the ongoing 
search, with investigators now 
widening their efforts and 
tracking additional digital and 
physical leads.

The case has triggered a 
large-scale investigation, with 
multiple teams deployed to 
trace the accused. Authorities 
are examining communication 

records, movement history, 
and other evidence as part of  
the probe. The search for Nida 
Khan continues, with police 
maintaining that all possible 
efforts are being made to locate 
her.

The investigation remains 
active and ongoing, with offi-
cials expected to update fur-
ther developments as the 
search progresses.

Husband of TCS Accused Nida Khan Helped 
Police Trace Location, Found Locked House
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FBI Director Kash Patel has 
strongly denied allegations 
that he was repeatedly drunk 
in public after a report claimed 
his behaviour had raised con-
cerns among officials in Wash-
ington. The claims, based on 
unnamed current and former 
officials, alleged that Patel had 
been seen drinking heavily at 
public venues in Washington, 
D.C., sometimes in the pres-
ence of  administration staff.

According to the report, Pa-
tel’s alleged drinking habits 
had become a recurring con-
cern among government offi-
cials. Some sources claimed 
that meetings and briefings 
were occasionally rescheduled 

following nights when Patel 
was reportedly out drinking. 
There were also allegations 
that security personnel had 

difficulty waking him on cer-
tain occasions after he ap-
peared intoxicated.

The report further men-

tioned an incident in which Pa-
tel reportedly believed he had 
been removed from his posi-
tion after experiencing login 
issues while accessing an in-
ternal computer system. He is 
said to have contacted aides, 
assuming he had been dis-
missed. The issue was later 
identified as a technical glitch, 
and he continued in his role.

Sources cited in the report 
described Patel’s behaviour as 
erratic and claimed that he had 
expressed concerns about job 
security. The allegations quick-
ly sparked debate and drew at-
tention to his leadership of  the 
F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  o f  
Investigation.

However, Patel rejected the 
claims outright, calling them 
“fake news” and accusing 
those behind the report of  
spreading false information. 
His team also indicated that le-
gal action could be considered 
in response to the allegations. 
Supporters of  Patel dismissed 
the report as unverified and 
misleading.

The controversy has trig-
gered political debate, with 
critics raising concerns and 
supporters defending Patel’s 
leadership. Despite the allega-
tions, Patel continues to serve 
as FBI Director, and no official 
action has been announced in 
response to the claims.

I
ran has reimposed re-
strictions on the strategi-
cally important Strait of  
Hormuz, reversing its 
earlier decision to reopen 

the vital shipping route. The 
move comes amid escalat-
ing tensions in the Middle 
East, with Tehran accusing 
the United States of  violat-
ing an agreement related to 
the  reopening of  the 
waterway.

Iran’s military authori-
ties stated that the United 
States had failed to honour 
commitments by continu-
ing restrictions on vessels 
linked to Iranian ports. In 
response,  Tehran an -
nounced that the Strait of  
Hormuz would once again 
come under tighter supervi-

sion by Iranian forces. Offi-
cials warned that the re-
strictions would remain in 
place until vessels connect-
ed to Iran are allowed to 
move freely.

The decision follows 
Iran’s earlier announce-
ment declaring the Strait 
open after signs of  easing 
tensions in the region. How-
ever, the situation changed 
after the United States re-
portedly maintained its na-
val presence and restric-
tions in the area. Iran 
claimed this action violated 
the understanding reached 
between both sides, prompt-
ing the latest move.

Iranian officials also 
warned that continued pres-
sure from the United States 

could lead to further tight-
ening of  controls in the re-
gion. They indicated that 
access to the strait may de-
pend on Iranian approval if  
tensions persist, raising 
concerns about global ship-
ping and oil supply chains.

The Strait of  Hormuz is 
one of  the world’s most crit-
ical oil transit routes, with 
nearly one-fifth of  global oil 
shipments passing through 
the narrow waterway. Any 
disruption in this region 
has the potential to signifi-
cantly impact global energy 
markets, shipping opera-
tions, and fuel prices. The 
area has already experi-
enced volatility due to ongo-
ing geopolitical tensions 
and military activity.

Despite the renewed re-
strictions, diplomatic ef-
forts between the United 
States and Iran are report-
edly continuing. However, 
the latest developments 
highlight the fragile nature 
of  the situation and the pos-
sibility of  further escala-
tion if  negotiations fail.

The reimposition of  re-
strictions has sparked con-
cerns across global markets, 
as uncertainty surrounding 
the Strait of  Hormuz could 
trigger volatility in oil pric-
es and financial markets. 
Analysts believe the situa-
tion will depend largely on 
diplomatic progress and 
whether both sides can 
reach a broader agreement 
in the coming days.

Iran Reimposes Restrictions on Strait of Hormuz Amid Escalating Middle East Tensions

T
he United States and Iran 
are expected to hold a sec-
ond round of  high-level 
negotiations in Islamabad 
on Monday, as efforts in-

tensify to extend a fragile 
ceasefire and prevent further 
escalation in the Middle East 
conflict. The talks are report-
edly scheduled for April 20, 
with delegations from both 
countries expected to arrive in 
Pakistan over the weekend. 

According to reports, Irani-
an sources indicated that nego-
tiators from both sides would 
likely reach Islamabad on Sun-
day ahead of  the discussions. 
However, US officials have not 
formally confirmed the meet-
ing, keeping uncertainty 
around the talks. The negotia-
tions come at a crucial time, as 
the ceasefire between the two 
sides is nearing its deadline, 
increasing pressure on diplo-
mats to reach an agreement. 

Pakistan is playing a key me-
diating role in the discussions, 
continuing its diplomatic ef-
forts to bring both nations to 
the negotiating table. The up-
coming round is expected to 
focus on extending the cease-
fire and addressing key disa-
greements that have prevented 
a broader peace agreement so 
far. The talks are seen as criti-

cal to avoiding renewed hostili-
ties in the region.

Earlier negotiations between 
the United States and Iran held 
in Pakistan ended without a 
breakthrough, despite lengthy 
discussions. The failure to 
reach an agreement raised con-
cerns that the ceasefire could 
collapse, potentially leading to 
renewed conflict. Both sides, 
however, expressed willing-
ness to continue diplomatic 
efforts.

The ceasefire, which was 
brokered amid rising tensions 
in the Middle East, remains 
fragile, with disagreements 
over issues such as sanctions, 
nuclear activity, and regional 
security still unresolved. Dip-
lomatic sources suggest that 

progress in these areas will be 
essential to achieving a long-
term settlement.

Global leaders are closely 
monitoring the situation, as de-
velopments between the Unit-
ed States and Iran have signifi-
cant implications for regional 
stability, oil supply, and global 
financial markets. Any break-
through in the upcoming talks 
could help ease tensions, while 
failure to reach a deal may in-
crease the risk of  renewed 
conflict.

With the ceasefire deadline 
approaching, Monday’s nego-
tiations in Islamabad are ex-
pected to play a crucial role in 
determining whether diplo-
matic efforts succeed or ten-
sions escalate further.

US-Iran Talks Likely in Pakistan on 
Monday as Ceasefire Deadline Nears

Iran has warned that the 
strategic Strait of  Hormuz 
may not remain open if  the 
United States continues its na-
val blockade, further escalat-
ing tensions in the Middle 
East. The warning came from 
Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad BagherGhalibaf  after 
US President Donald Trump 
indicated that the blockade 
would remain in place until a 
broader agreement is reached.

Ghalibaf  said that continued 
US pressure could force Iran to 
reconsider its decision to keep 
the vital shipping route open. 
He added that vessel movement 
through the Strait of  Hormuz 
may be limited to designated 
routes and could require Ira-
nian authorisation. The state-
ment raised concerns over 
global energy supplies and 
maritime trade, as any disrup-
tion in the region could impact 
oil shipments.

The warning came shortly 
after Iran had announced that 
the Strait of  Hormuz would re-
main open for commercial ves-
sels during a temporary cease-
fire. Iranian officials had 
earlier indicated that shipping 

would continue under coordi-
nated arrangements. However, 
tensions increased after the 
United States maintained its 
naval presence and blockade in 
the region.

US authorities have stated 
that the blockade would con-
tinue until negotiations with 
Iran are completed. The United 
States is reportedly seeking 
broader commitments from 
Iran, including issues related 
to its nuclear programme and 

regional security. Iran has re-
jected several of  these de-
mands and described them as 
unacceptable.

The Strait of  Hormuz is one 
of  the world’s most important 
oil transit routes, with a sig-
nificant portion of  global 
crude oil and liquefied natural 
gas shipments passing through 
the narrow waterway. Any re-
strictions or disruption in this 
area could lead to volatility in 
oil prices and global financial 

markets.
The latest warning has add-

ed uncertainty to the already 
fragile ceasefire and ongoing 
diplomatic efforts. Talks be-
tween the United States and 
Iran are expected to continue, 
but tensions remain high as 
both sides hold firm positions. 
Analysts believe the situation 
will depend largely on diplo-
matic progress and whether 
restrictions in the region are 
eased in the coming days.

Iran Warns Strait of Hormuz May Not Remain 
Open Amid Rising Tensions With US

T
he United States has ex-
tended a sanctions waiver 
allowing countries to con-
tinue purchasing Russian 
oil for another 30 days, sig-

nalling a significant policy 
shift aimed at stabilising glob-
al energy markets. The move 
comes amid rising oil prices 
and growing concerns over 
supply disruptions linked to 
tensions in the Middle East 
and uncertainty around key 
shipping routes.

The extension permits pur-
chases of  Russian oil already 
loaded onto ships to continue 
until mid-May. This decision 
marks a change in Washing-
ton’s earlier position, where of-
ficials had indicated that the 
waiver might not be renewed. 
The sudden shift reflects in-
creasing concerns over global 
energy supply and the poten-
tial impact of  rising fuel prices 
on economies worldwide.

The waiver is expected to al-

low substantial volumes of  
Russian crude to continue 
flowing into global markets. 
Analysts believe this could 
help ease supply pressures and 
prevent sharp increases in oil 
prices at a time when geopoliti-
cal tensions are already creat-

ing volatility. Maintaining 
steady supply has become a 
priority as markets remain 
sensitive to disruptions.

The decision comes amid 
broader geopolitical tensions, 
including conflicts affecting key 
energy supply routes. Concerns 

over disruptions in major oil 
transit points have heightened 
fears of  supply shortages. By 
extending the waiver, the Unit-
ed States aims to prevent sud-
den price spikes and maintain 
stability in global energy mar-
kets.However, the move has 

sparked debate, as it may weak-
en efforts to limit Russia’s oil 
revenue linked to the ongoing 
Ukraine conflict. Some critics 
argue that extending the waiver 
could dilute the impact of  sanc-
tions imposed on Moscow, while 
others view it as a necessary 
step to avoid global economic 
disruptions.Countries that rely 
heavily o`n Russian crude, in-
cluding major Asian economies, 
are expected to benefit from the 
extension. The additional time 
allows them to manage supply 
arrangements and reduce the 
impact of  rising energy costs 
amid global uncertainty.The 
policy shift reflects Washing-
ton’s balancing act between 
maintaining pressure on Russia 
and ensuring stable energy sup-
plies. While the extension pro-
vides temporary relief  to global 
markets, future decisions will 
likely depend on geopolitical de-
velopments and trends in oil 
prices.

US Extends Deadline for Buying Russian  
Oil Amid Rising Global Energy Concerns

An average of  47 women and 
girls were killed each day dur-
ing the Gaza conflict, accord-
ing to a report released by UN 
Women, highlighting the se-
vere humanitarian toll of  the 
war. The report estimates that 
more than 38,000 women and 
girls lost their lives between 
October 2023 and December 
2025, underscoring the devas-
tating impact on civilians.

UN Women warned that vio-
lence and instability have con-
tinued even after the ceasefire, 
raising concerns about the 
safety and security of  civil-
ians, particularly women and 
children. The agency urged all 
parties involved to fully imple-
ment the ceasefire and adhere 
to international humanitarian 
law. It also called for account-
ability for violations and 
stronger protection measures 
for vulnerable populations.
The report also highlighted 
widespread displacement 
caused by the conflict. Around 
one million women and girls 
were forced to leave their 
homes, many of  whom are 
now living in overcrowded 
shelters with limited access to 
basic necessities. The destruc-
tion of  homes, hospitals, and 
infrastructure has further 
worsened living conditions 
and made it difficult for dis-
placed families to access essen-
tial services.UN Women noted 
that hundreds of  thousands of  
women in Gaza currently lack 
access to critical healthcare 

services, including maternal 
and reproductive care. The 
shortage of  functioning medi-
cal facilities, combined with 
ongoing insecurity, has in-
creased risks for pregnant 
women and those requiring 
urgent medical treatment. The 
report warned that the health-
care crisis continues to worsen 
due to limited resources and 
damaged infrastructure.The 
agency also emphasised the 
psychological and economic 
impact of  the conflict on wom-
en and girls. Many families 
have lost primary earners, 
leaving women to shoulder ad-
ditional responsibilities while 
facing limited employment op-
portunities and financial inse-
curity. The ongoing instability 
has made recovery efforts 
more difficult for affected 
communities.

UN officials stressed that 
protecting civilians must re-
main a top priority and called 
for increased humanitarian 
assistance to address the grow-
ing crisis. The report urged 
the international community 
to step up support for relief  ef-
forts and ensure that aid 
reaches those most in need.

Despite the ceasefire, the hu-
manitarian situation in Gaza 
remains fragile. Women and 
girls continue to face displace-
ment, insecurity, and lack of  
essential services, highlight-
ing the long-term challenges 
that remain even after the con-
flict has slowed.

UN Report Says 47 Women 
and Girls Killed Daily in 

Gaza During Conflict

FBI Chief Kash Patel Denies Claims of Being 
Drunk in Public, Calls Report ‘Fake News’
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Wall Street’s major indices 
surged to record highs after oil 
prices declined sharply follow-
ing Iran’s announcement that 
the Strait of  Hormuz remained 
open for commercial shipping. 
The development eased geopo-
litical tensions and boosted in-
vestor sentiment, leading to 
strong g ains  across  US 
markets.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average jumped 868.71 points, 
or 1.79 percent, to close at 
49,447.43. The S&P 500 gained 
84.78 points, or 1.20 percent, to 
settle at 7,126.06, while the Nas-
daq Composite also advanced, 
marking its third consecutive 
record closing high. The rally 
reflected improving investor 
confidence amid expectations 
of  reduced global supply dis-
ruptions.The market optimism 
followed remarks from Iran’s 
foreign minister confirming 
that the Strait of  Hormuz was 
open for commercial vessels. 
The announcement came after 

easing tensions in the Middle 
East, which raised hopes of  im-
proved oil supply and reduced 
energy price pressures. Inves-
tors responded positively, with 
buying seen across multiple 
sectors.

Lower oil prices played a key 
role in supporting equity mar-
kets. Crude prices dropped 
sharply as concerns about sup-
ply disruptions eased. The de-
cline in oil prices helped re-
duce inflation worries and 
improved expectations for eco-
nomic growth. However, ener-
gy stocks faced some pressure 
as falling crude prices impact-
ed the sector.

Investor sentiment was also 
supported by expectations of  
renewed diplomatic efforts be-
tween global powers and Mid-
dle Eastern nations. Hopes of  
stability in the region im-
proved risk appetite, encourag-
ing investors to move into equi-
ties, particularly in consumer 
discretionary, industrial, and 

technology stocks.
Small-cap stocks also per-

formed strongly, with the Rus-
sell 2000 index climbing to a 
record closing high. The broad-
based rally reflected optimism 
about economic growth and 
improved market conditions.

For the week, US markets re-
corded solid gains. The Nasdaq 
posted the strongest perfor-
mance, followed by the S&P 500 
and the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average. The rally highlighted 
growing confidence among in-
vestors that easing geopolitical 
tensions and lower energy 
prices could support global 
economic recovery.

Despite the strong gains, an-
alysts remain cautious as geo-
political developments in the 
Middle East continue to be 
monitored. However, the reo-
pening of  the Strait of  Hormuz 
provided significant relief  to 
global markets and helped 
push Wall Street indices to 
fresh record highs.

I
ndian equity markets 
extended their upward 
momentum for the sec-
ond consecutive week, 
supported by positive 

global cues, easing geopo-
litical tensions, and softer 
crude oil prices. However, 
the Indian rupee weak-
ened during the same pe-
riod, reflecting continued 
pressure from global un-
certainties and demand 
for the US dollar.

Benchmark indices re-
corded solid gains during 
the week. The BSE Sensex 
rose by 943.29 points, or 
1.21 percent, to close at 
78,493.54, while the NSE 
Nifty 50 gained 302.95 
points, or 1.25 percent, to 
end at 24,353.55. The rally 

was mainly driven by im-
proving investor senti-
ment as concerns around 
geopolitical tensions 
eased and crude oil prices 
softened, reducing wor-
ries about inflation and 
India's current account 
deficit.

The broader markets 
also participated in the 
rally, indicating strength-
ening investor confidence. 
Midcap and smallcap 
stocks outperformed the 
frontline indices, suggest-
ing broad-based buying 
interest across sectors. 
Key sectors such as bank-
ing, financials, auto, and 
metals witnessed strong 
gains, which further sup-
ported the overall market 

momentum. Analysts not-
ed that the improved glob-
al outlook encouraged in-
ve s t o r s  t o  i n c re a s e 
exposure to equities.

Foreign institutional in-
vestor (FII) activity also 
showed signs of  improve-
ment during the week. Re-
duced selling pressure 
from overseas investors 
helped markets maintain 
their positive trend. In ad-
dition, declining volatility 
contributed to improved 
investor confidence and 
supported market partici-
pation. Domestic institu-
tional investors also re-
mained active, providing 
stability to the markets.

Despite the strong per-
formance in equities, the 

Indian rupee weakened 
during the week, break-
ing its two-week gaining 
streak. The currency de-
clined by 19 paise to close 
at 92.92 against the US dol-
lar. The fall was mainly 
due to persistent global 
uncertainty, demand for 
the dollar from importers, 
and fluctuating crude oil 
prices. Currency market 
participants remained 
cautious amid mixed glob-
al signals.

Global markets traded 
higher during the week, 
offering additional sup-
port to Indian equities. 
Falling crude oil prices 
and easing geopolitical 
risks helped improve risk 
appetite among investors. 

Analysts believe that sta-
bility in oil prices and 
sustained foreign inflows 
will play a crucial role in 
determining market di-
rection in the near term.

Going forward, inves-
tors will closely monitor 
global economic develop-
ments, crude oil price 
movements, currency 
trends, and institutional 
investor activity. While 
the overall market senti-
ment remains positive, 
volatility may persist due 
to external factors. De-
spite the rupee's weak-
ness, Indian equity mar-
kets ended the week on a 
strong note, reflecting re-
silience amid global 
uncertainties.

Markets Extend Gains for Second Week; Rupee Weakens Amid Global Pressures

S
hares of  Bharat Wire 
Ropes surged after com-
panies belonging to the 
Lloyds Group acquired 
more than a 5 percent 

stake in the wire rope manu-
facturer through open market 
transactions. The development 
attracted strong investor inter-
est, pushing the stock into a 20 
percent upper circuit at Rs 
221.96, its highest level since 
July 2025 and the first such up-
per circuit since October 2025.

According to bulk deal data, 
Lloyds Metals and Energy pur-
chased 20 lakh shares of  
Bharat Wire Ropes at an aver-
age price of  Rs 193.42 per share. 
Meanwhile, Lloyds Enterpris-
es bought 11.46 lakh shares at 
Rs 215.17 per share and an ad-
ditional 5 lakh shares at Rs 215 
per share. In total, Lloyds 
Group companies acquired a 
5.31 percent stake in Bharat 
Wire Ropes, valued at approxi-
mately Rs 74.11 crore.

The buying interest from 
Lloyds Group companies came 
alongside selling activity from 
Resonance Opportunities 
Fund, which offloaded 17.02 
lakh shares, representing a 
2.48 percent stake, at Rs 193 per 
share. Despite this selling pres-
sure, the strong buying inter-
est supported the stock’s sharp 
rally and boosted trading 
volumes.

In another development, 
shares of  Ind-Swift Laborato-
ries declined sharply after 

HCP Investments sold a signifi-
cant portion of  its stake in the 
pharmaceutical company. The 
stock dropped 9.32 percent to 
Rs 131.86 following the bulk 
deal, reflecting investor cau-
tion after the large stake sale.

HCP Investments offloaded 
48 lakh shares, representing a 
5.53 percent stake, at an aver-
age price of  Rs 134.18 per share, 
amounting to about Rs 64.4 
crore. This came after the in-
vestor had already sold a 1.12 
percent stake in the previous 
trading session. Over two days, 
HCP Investments reduced its 
holding by 6.65 percent from its 
earlier shareholding.

Despite the selling pressure, 
some institutional investors 
showed interest in Ind-Swift 
Laboratories. Sahastraa Advi-
sors purchased 4.75 lakh shares 

at Rs 131.74 per share, while 
Nova Global Opportunities 
Fund PCC-Touchstone ac-
quired 8.03 lakh shares at Rs 
138.07 per share. These pur-
chases helped limit further 
losses in the stock.

Meanwhile, in another bulk 
deal, Prazim Trading and In-
vestment Company bought 32 
lakh units of  Anzen India En-
ergy Yield Plus Trust at Rs 125 
per unit, valued at Rs 40 crore. 
On the other hand, FamySteri 
sold 45 lakh units at the same 
price, amounting to Rs 56.25 
crore.

Overall, bulk deal activity re-
mained strong during the ses-
sion, with buying interest 
boosting Bharat Wire Ropes 
shares, while heavy stake sales 
w e i g h e d  o n  I n d - S w i f t 
Laboratories.

Lloyds Group Acquires Stake in Bharat Wire 
Ropes; Ind-Swift Labs Falls After Bulk Deal

The initial public offering 
(IPO) of  Citius Transnet In-
vestment Trust (InvIT) re-
ceived a moderate response 
from investors, with the issue 
subscribed 69 percent on the 
first day of  bidding. The IPO 
opened for subscription on 
April 17 and will close on April 
21. The company plans to raise 
around Rs 1,105 crore through 
the offering.

According to available sub-
scription data, investors placed 
bids for 4.23 crore units against 
6.13 crore units offered on the 
first day. The portion allocated 
for non-institutional investors 
witnessed strong demand and 
was subscribed 1.16 times. 
However, participation from 
institutional investors re-
mained relatively subdued, 
with the category subscribed 
only about 30 percent on the 
opening day.

Ahead of  the IPO, the trust 
had already secured Rs 497.25 
crore from anchor investors, 
which provided some support 
to the issue. The price band for 
the offering has been fixed at 
Rs 99 to Rs 100 per unit, making 
the investment accessible to a 
broad range of  investors. The 
minimum bid size has also 
been structured to attract both 
retai l  and insti tutional 
participation.

The IPO consists entirely of  
a fresh issue, and the proceeds 
will be used primarily for ac-
quiring stakes in road infra-
structure assets. The trust 
plans to invest in SRPL Roads 

Private Limited and several 
project special purpose vehi-
cles. These include Thrissur 
Expressway Limited, Jorabat-
Shillong Expressway Limited, 
Dhola Infra Projects Private 
Limited, and Dibang Infra Pro-
jects Private Limited. A por-
tion of  the funds will also be 
allocated for general corporate 
purposes and operational 
requirements.

Citius Transnet Investment 
Trust focuses on transporta-
tion infrastructure, particular-
ly road assets. Infrastructure 
investment trusts typically of-

fer investors an opportunity to 
earn stable returns through 
operational infrastructure pro-
jects that generate steady cash 
flows. These assets often in-
clude toll-based and annuity-
based road projects, which are 
considered relatively stable 
i n c o m e - g e n e r a t i n g 
investments.

Market participants will 
closely monitor subscription 
trends over the remaining days 
of  the IPO. Strong participa-
tion from institutional inves-
tors and retail buyers in the 
coming sessions could improve 

overall subscription levels. In-
vestor sentiment toward infra-
structure investment trusts 
and long-term yield-generating 
assets will also play a key role 
in determining the final out-
come of  the issue.

Overall, the IPO saw a decent 
start on the first day, with mod-
erate demand across investor 
categories. The response in the 
remaining days will be crucial 
in determining the overall suc-
cess of  the Citius Transnet In-
vIT offering.

Citius Transnet InvIT IPO 
Subscribed 69% on Day 1

The initial public offering 
(IPO) of  Mehul Telecom wit-
nessed strong investor interest 
on the first day of  bidding, 
with the issue subscribed more 
than three times. The SME IPO 
opened on April 17 and will re-
main open for subscription un-
til April 21, drawing healthy 
participation across investor 
categories.

The IPO was subscribed 3.38 
times on the opening day, with 
investors bidding for around 
69.04 lakh shares against an of-
fer size of  about 20.4 lakh 
shares. The strong demand 
was largely driven by non-in-
stitutional investors, who sub-
scribed their portion 7.24 
times. Retail investors also 
showed solid interest, sub-
scribing their segment 2.34 
times, while qualified institu-
tional buyers subscribed their 
category 1.34 times.

Rajkot-based Mehul Telecom 
aims to raise approximately Rs 
27.73 crore through the public 
issue. The IPO comprises a 
fresh issue of  28.29 lakh shares, 
with the price band fixed at Rs 
96 to Rs 98 per share. The pro-
ceeds from the issue will pri-
marily be used to meet work-
ing capital requirements, 
support business expansion, 
and for general corporate 
purposes.

Mehul Telecom operates a 
multi-brand mobile retail busi-

ness offering smartphones, ac-
cessories, and related prod-
ucts. The company follows a 
hybrid retail model, combining 
company-owned outlets and 
franchise stores to expand its 
footprint. It primarily focuses 
on tapping demand in growing 
markets, including tier-2 and 
tier-3 cities, where smartphone 
a d o p t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
increase.

The IPO has attracted inves-
tor attention amid growing de-

mand in India’s mobile retail 
sector. The expansion of  digi-
tal connectivity, rising smart-
phone usage, and increasing 
consumer spending have sup-
ported the sector’s growth 
prospects. Investors have also 
shown strong interest in SME 
IPOs in recent months, contrib-
uting to the positive response.

The basis of  allotment is ex-
pected to be finalised on April 
22, while shares are likely to be 
credited to investors’ demat ac-

counts on April 23. The stock is 
expected to list on the BSE 
SME platform on April 24.

Overall, Mehul Telecom’s 
IPO received a robust response 
on the first day, with strong de-
mand from non-institutional 
and retail investors. The sub-
scription trend in the remain-
ing days will determine the fi-
nal outcome of  the issue and 
reflect investor sentiment to-
ward the company’s growth 
prospects.

Mehul Telecom IPO Sees Strong Demand, 
Subscribed Over 3 Times on Day 1

Wall Street Hits Record Highs as Oil Prices 
Fall After Strait of Hormuz Reopens
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Getting hired by big 
technology companies is 
often seen as a major ca-
reer milestone. However, 
many talented candidates 
are rejected despite per-
forming well in inter-
views. A recruiter who 
conducted more than 200 
interviews at a large tech 
company has shed light 
on why this happens, re-
vealing that hiring deci-
sions are not always 
based solely on technical 
skills.

According to the re-
cruiter, one of  the most 
important yet overlooked 
stages in the hiring pro-
cess is the post-interview 
discussion, commonly 
known as the “debrief.” 
After all interviews are 
completed, panel mem-
bers gather to share their 
opinions about candi-
dates. While applicants 
may believe their perfor-
mance alone determines 
the outcome, these dis-

cussions can significant-
ly influence the final 
decision.

T h e  re c r u i t e r  e x -
plained that even strong 
candidates sometimes get 
rejected if  one interview-
er raises concerns. For 
instance, a candidate 
might perform well in 
most rounds but still fail 
to receive an offer be-
cause one interviewer felt 
they lacked communica-
tion skills, cultural fit, or 
problem-solving ap-
proach. In some cases, 
subjective factors such as 
personality, confidence, 
or even minor misunder-
standings can impact 
decisions.

Another key issue 
highlighted was the lack 
of  transparency in feed-
back. Most candidates re-
ceive standard rejection 
emails without any de-
tailed explanation. As a 
result, applicants often 
assume they lacked tech-

nical ability, even though 
the real reason could be 
unrelated to their skills. 
The recruiter noted that 
they had seen many capa-
ble candidates turned 
down for reasons that 
were not directly con-
n e c t e d  t o  j o b 
performance.

The recruiter also men-
tioned the influence of  
referrals in the hiring 
process. Candidates re-
ferred by employees often 
receive more attention 
and may have higher 
chances of  progressing 
through interview stages. 
Meanwhile, equally qual-
ified candidates without 
referrals may struggle to 
stand out in a competitive 
pool of  applicants.

Additionally, business 
needs and internal chang-
es can also affect hiring 
outcomes. Sometimes 
companies pause hiring, 
change priorities, or re-
duce headcount after in-

terviews are completed. 
In such situations, candi-
dates may be rejected de-
spite performing well, 
simply because the role is 
no longer available.

The recruiter empha-
sized that rejection in big 
tech hiring does not al-
ways reflect a candidate’s 
ability. Many factors be-
yond performance can in-
fluence decisions, mak-
i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s 
unpredictable. They en-
couraged job seekers not 
to take rejections person-
ally and to continue im-
proving their skills and 
a p p l y i n g  f o r  n e w 
opportunities.

The insights sparked 
discussion among profes-
sionals, with many shar-
ing similar experiences. 
The overall message was 
clear: in big tech hiring, 
success depends not only 
on talent but also on tim-
ing, perception, and in-
ternal decision-making.

Inside Big Tech Hiring: Recruiter Reveals Why Even Strong Candidates Get Rejected

A Bengaluru woman has 
sparked an online conversa-
tion about rising temperatures 
after sharing a video showing 
crayons melting in the sun. 
The clip, posted by Geetha 
Shree Nagaraaj on social me-
dia, captured a tray of  crayons 
turning soft and losing shape 
due to the intense heat — 
something many residents 
found surprising for a city 
known for  i ts  pleasant 
weather.

In the video, she expressed 
shock at how hot the weather 
had become and humorously 
remarked that the heat felt 
strong enough to cook an ome-
lette outdoors. Her light-heart-
ed observation quickly reso-
nated with viewers, and the 
clip soon gained attention 
across social media platforms. 
Many users commented that 
Bengaluru’s weather no longer 
feels as cool and comfortable 
as it once did.

Bengaluru has long enjoyed 
a reputation for its moderate 
climate, often earning the 
nickname “India’s air-condi-
tioned city.” However, in recent 
years, residents have increas-
ingly reported warmer days, 
especially during the summer 
months. The melting crayons 
became a simple but striking 
example of  how temperatures 
appear to be rising.

Several social media users 
shared their own experiences 

in response to the video. Some 
mentioned that afternoons 
have become noticeably hotter, 
while others said they were us-
ing fans and air conditioners 
more frequently than before. A 
few users pointed to climate 
change and rapid urbanisation 
as possible reasons behind the 
shift in weather patterns.

Experts often highlight that 
expanding urban development 
can contribute to rising tem-
peratures in cities. Increasing 
construction, heavy traffic, 
and shrinking green spaces 
can create what is known as 
the “urban heat island” effect, 
where built-up areas trap more 
heat. Bengaluru, which has 
grown rapidly over the past 
decade, has seen significant 
changes in its landscape, in-
cluding reduced tree cover and 
expanding infrastructure.

The viral video also sparked 
discussions about the need for 
sustainable urban planning. 

Some users called for more 
tree planting, better conserva-
tion of  green spaces, and envi-
ronmentally friendly initia-
tives to help manage rising 
temperatures. Others urged 
authorities to take steps to 
maintain the city’s once-pleas-
ant climate.

Although the melting cray-
ons were shared in a humor-
ous context, they highlighted a 
serious concern about chang-
ing weather conditions. Small, 
everyday observations like 
this often reflect broader envi-
ronmental changes that people 
experience in their daily lives.

As temperatures continue to 
rise in many Indian cities, 
Bengaluru’s melting crayon 
moment has become a relata-
ble example of  how climate 
shifts are becoming more no-
ticeable. It serves as a remind-
er that even a simple tray of  
crayons can reveal how much 
the weather is changing.

"Crayons Started Melting": Bengaluru 
Woman Highlights Rising Heat in City

An Indian man living in Par-
is has sparked a conversation 
online after explaining why 
finding a job in Europe can be 
more challenging compared to 
India. In a video shared on so-
cial media, he highlighted the 
key differences in hiring prac-
tices and how job seekers must 
adapt to a different system.

According to him, one of  the 
biggest differences is the ab-
sence of  structured campus 
placements in Europe. In In-
dia, many colleges and univer-
sities organise placement 
drives where companies visit 
campuses, conduct interviews, 
and hire students directly. 
This system makes it easier for 
fresh graduates to secure jobs 
soon after completing their 
education. However, he point-
ed out that such organised 
placement opportunities are 
largely unavailable in many 
European countries.

Instead, job seekers in Eu-
rope must rely heavily on inde-
pendent applications and net-
working. Candidates are 
expected to actively search for 
opportunities, apply through 
company websites, and con-
nect with professionals in 
their field. While job fairs and 
university career events do ex-
ist, they usually do not guaran-
tee employment. As a result, 
the process can take longer 
and require more effort.

He also emphasised the im-

portance of  networking in Eu-
rope’s job market. Building 
professional connections, 
reaching out to recruiters, and 
maintaining an active pres-
ence on platforms like Linked-
In can significantly improve 
chances of  getting noticed. In 
many cases, referrals and per-
sonal connections play an im-
portant role in helping candi-
dates move forward in the 
hiring process.Another differ-
ence he highlighted was the 
interview process itself. Euro-
pean companies often focus on 
communication skills, person-
ality, and cultural fit in addi-
tion to technical knowledge. 
Candidates are expected to 
clearly explain their ideas, 
demonstrate teamwork abili-
ties, and show confidence dur-
ing interviews. This means 
academic qualifications alone 
may not be enough to secure a 

job.
The video quickly gained at-

tention online, with many us-
ers agreeing with his observa-
tions. Several people shared 
their own experiences of  
struggling to find jobs abroad 
despite strong academic back-
grounds. Others mentioned 
that adjusting to a new hiring 
culture  takes  t ime and 
patience.

His insights highlight that 
while Europe offers many op-
portunities, job hunting there 
requires a different approach. 
Success often depends on net-
working, persistence, and com-
munication skills rather than 
structured campus recruit-
ment. The discussion also 
served as a reminder for stu-
dents planning to move abroad 
to prepare for a more inde-
pendent and competitive job 
search process.

“No Placements Like India”: Indian Man In Paris 
Explains Why Job Hunting In Europe Is Tough

A video from Hyderabad has 
gone viral after showing a se-
curity guard performing his 
night-shift duties while sitting 
under a mosquito net. The unu-
sual scene quickly caught at-
tention online and sparked a 
wider discussion about the 
working conditions of  security 
personnel in residential 
societies.

In the video, the guard is 
seen seated on a chair during 
his night duty, completely cov-
ered by a mosquito net to pro-
tect himself  from insect bites. 
Despite the unconventional 
setup, he continues to stay 
alert and carry out his respon-
sibilities. The clip was shared 
on social media by a user who 
highlighted the difficult condi-
tions under which the guard 
was working.

While sharing the video, the 
user questioned why basic fa-
cilities were not provided to 
security guards, especially 
when residents live comforta-
bly indoors. The post also 
raised concerns about the lack 
of  attention given to workers 
who perform essential duties, 
particularly during late-night 
hours and in challenging 
conditions.

The video quickly gained 
traction online, with many us-
ers expressing concern over 
the guard’s situation. Several 
people described the scene as 
troubling and said it reflected 
the hardships faced by security 
personnel. Some users suggest-

ed that residential societies 
should provide better facilities 
such as proper cabins, fans, 
and mosquito control meas-
ures to improve working 
conditions.

However,  not everyone 
viewed the situation negative-
ly. A few users pointed out that 
using a mosquito net could 
simply be a practical solution, 
especially in areas with heavy 
mosquito presence. They ar-
gued that the guard may have 
chosen this method himself  to 

s t ay  c o m fo r t abl e  wh i l e 
working.

The discussion soon expand-
ed into a broader conversation 
about the dignity of  labour and 
the treatment of  workers who 
ensure safety in residential ar-
eas. Many users emphasised 
that security guards often 
work long hours, usually out-
doors or in small spaces, mak-
ing them vulnerable to weath-
er conditions and insects.

The viral clip highlighted 
how small, everyday moments 

can bring attention to larger is-
sues. It prompted people to re-
flect on the working conditions 
of  security personnel and 
whether more can be done to 
support them.

While the video captured a 
simple situation, it sparked 
meaningful debate about em-
pathy, workplace comfort, and 
the importance of  ensuring 
better facilities for essential 
workers who play a crucial role 
in maintaining safety and 
security.

Security Guard In Hyderabad Performs 
Duties Under Mosquito Net, Sparks Debate

 
Living in Mumbai is often 

considered expensive, especial-
ly for those living independent-
ly. However, a Mumbai-based 
woman has surprised many 
after claiming that she man-
ages all her monthly expenses 
within ₹18,000. Her budget 
breakdown, shared in a social 
media video, quickly went vi-
ral and sparked debate online.

The woman, identified as 
Shreya Gan, said she lives 
alone in a 1RK apartment and 
pays ₹11,500 as monthly rent. 
Given Mumbai’s high housing 
costs, many viewers were sur-
prised by the relatively afford-
able rent. She explained that 
keeping her accommodation 
costs low helps her manage 
other expenses more effective-
ly.She also shared details about 
her utility expenses. Accord-
ing to her, the electricity bill 
ranges between ₹300 and ₹400 
per month, while her mobile 
recharge costs around ₹300. 
These minimal utility expens-
es further contribute to keep-
ing her overall budget under 
control.For transportation, she 
said she primarily uses Mum-
bai’s local trains for her daily 
commute. She occasionally 
takes auto or taxi rides, bring-
ing her monthly travel expens-
es to around ₹500. Her grocery 

spending, she added, usually 
falls between ₹1,500 and ₹1,800 
per month.In addition to essen-
tial expenses, she revealed that 
she spends about ₹2,000 on on-
line shopping and approxi-
mately ₹1,000 on miscellaneous 
costs. When combined, her to-
tal monthly expenditure comes 
to around ₹17,500 to ₹18,000, al-
lowing her to live independent-
ly within a limited budget.

Her claims quickly drew 
mixed reactions online. Many 
users expressed surprise, espe-
cially about the low rent and 

transportation costs. Some 
questioned how it was possible 
to find such affordable housing 
in Mumbai, while others 
shared that their rent alone ex-
ceeded her total monthly budg-
et.Several users also pointed 
out that living costs can vary 
significantly depending on lo-
cation, lifestyle, and personal 
habits. Some people appreciat-
ed her disciplined budgeting 
and minimalistic lifestyle, not-
ing that careful spending can 
help reduce expenses even in 
expensive cities.The discus-

sion soon turned into a broad-
er conversation about afforda-
bility in metro cities. Many 
users shared their own budget-
ing strategies and experiences 
of  managing finances in Mum-
bai.While some remained skep-
tical about the practicality of  
her budget, others viewed it as 
an example of  smart financial 
planning. Her viral video ulti-
mately highlighted how differ-
ent lifestyle choices and spend-
ing habits can shape living 
expenses, even in one of  In-
dia’s most expensive cities.

Mumbai Woman Claims She Manages Monthly 
Expenses Under ₹18,000, Sparks Debate Online
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Bengaluru, April 18, 2026 
| TPN Bureau

Delhi Capitals pulled off  a 
thrilling six-wicket victory 
over Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru in a nail-biting IPL 
2026 clash at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium on Saturday. 
Chasing a competitive target 
of  176, Delhi Capitals showed 
composure under pressure to 
seal the win with just one 
ball to spare.The match wit-
nessed a dramatic turna-
round after Delhi lost early 
wickets and found them-

selves struggling in the pow-
erplay. However, KL Rahul 
anchored the innings with a 
crucial 57 runs, stabilizing 
the chase. He was well sup-
ported by Tristan Stubbs, 
who remained unbeaten on 
60 and played a match-win-
ning knock.With the game 
going down to the final over, 
David Miller delivered under 
pressure, smashing key 
boundaries to finish the 
match in style. His late cam-
eo ensured Delhi crossed the 
line despite tight bowling 
from RCB in the death overs.

Earlier, RCB posted a chal-

lenging total of  175/8, thanks 
to a solid 63 from Phil Salt. 
However, regular wickets 
prevented them from acceler-
ating further. Delhi’s bowl-
ers, including Axar Patel and 
others, maintained disci-
pline and restricted the scor-
ing in crucial phases.

The victory boosted Delhi 
Capitals’ position in the 
points table, while RCB faced 
a setback despite a strong 
start. The contest highlight-
ed the unpredictable nature 
of  T20 cricket, with momen-
tum swinging until the very 
last over.

Delhi Capitals Edge RCB 
in Last-Over Thriller

S
unrisers Hyderabad 
registered a thrill-
ing last-over victory 
against Chennai Su-
per Kings in an in-

tense IPL 2026 clash at the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Inter national 
Stadium on Saturday.

Batting first, Sunrisers Hy-
derabad posted a strong total 
of  194/9 in 20 overs. Abhishek 
Sharma led the charge with a 
quickfire 59, while Heinrich 
Klaasen contributed a valuable 
half-century to steady the in-
nings. Despite losing wickets 
towards the end, SRH managed 
to set a challenging target.In 
reply, Chennai Super Kings be-
gan well and looked on track 
during the middle overs. How-
ever, SRH bowlers pulled 
things back in the death overs 
with disciplined performanc-
es. Sri Lankan pacer Eshan 
Malinga played a key role by 

picking up crucial wickets, 
while support bowlers main-
tained pressure.

With the match going down 
to the final over, SRH held their 
composure to restrict CSK to 

184/8, sealing a narrow 10-run 
victory. The win boosted Hy-
derabad’s position in the points 
table, while CSK were left to 
reflect on missed chances in a 
closely fought encounter.

SRH Hold Nerve to Beat CSK

Mumbai Indians pacer Jas-
pritBumrah left fans surprised 
after an unusual emotional 
outburst during an IPL 2026 
match, with an unseen video 
capturing the star bowler visi-
bly frustrated on the field. 
Known for his calm and com-
posed demeanor, Bumrah was 
seen losing his cool after a dif-
ficult outing with the ball.

The incident took place dur-
ing Mumbai Indians’ clash 
against Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru. After completing one 
of  his overs, Bumrah appeared 
visibly upset and kicked his 
bowling marker before throw-
ing it aside. He was also seen 
shouting in frustration, a rare 
sight for the Indian pace spear-
head. The video quickly went 
viral on social media, drawing 
reactions from fans and cricket 
experts alike.

Bumrah’s reaction came 
during a challenging match for 
Mumbai Indians, where the 
bowling unit struggled to con-
tain the opposition. Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru posted 
a massive total of  240 for 6, put-
ting Mumbai under significant 
pressure. Despite his efforts, 
Bumrah failed to pick up a 

wicket and conceded runs, add-
ing to his frustration.

The star pacer’s struggles 
have continued throughout the 
IPL 2026 season, where he has 
yet to make a major impact. 
Mumbai Indians have also 
faced inconsistent performanc-
es, which has further increased 
pressure on senior players, in-
cluding Bumrah.

In response, Mumbai Indi-
ans mounted a strong chase 
but fell short, finishing at 222 
for 5. The defeat added to the 

team’s challenges this season, 
as they continue to search for 
m o m e n t u m  i n  t h e 
tournament.

Bumrah’s rare display of  
emotion highlighted the inten-
sity of  the competition and the 
pressure players face during 
high-scoring encounters. 
While fans were surprised by 
the outburst, many also ex-
pressed support for the fast 
bowler, hoping he would 
bounce back strongly in the up-
coming matches.

JaspritBumrah’s Rare Outburst 
During IPL 2026 Match Surprises Fans

Mumbai Indians captain 
Hardik Pandya has come un-
der sharp criticism following 
the team’s latest defeat in IPL 
2026, with former India all-
rounder Irfan Pathan deliver-
ing a blunt assessment of  his 
leadership. The criticism came 
after Mumbai Indians suffered 
another disappointing loss to 
Punjab Kings, further deepen-
ing their struggles this season.
Despite a brilliant century 
from Quinton de Kock, Mum-
bai Indians failed to defend 
their total as Punjab Kings 
chased down the target com-
fortably. The defeat marked 
Mumbai’s fourth loss in five 
matches, leaving the five-time 
champions languishing near 
the bottom of  the points table.

Hardik Pandya also endured 
a poor outing in the match. The 

Mumbai Indians skipper man-
aged just 14 runs with the bat 
and failed to make an impact 
with the ball. Following the de-
feat, Irfan Pathan expressed 
concern over Pandya’s leader-
ship and overall performance, 
stating that the captain ap-
peared worried and needed to 
manage situations more effec-
tively.Pathan pointed out that 
leadership plays a crucial role 
during tough phases, especial-
ly when the team is struggling 
for momentum. He suggested 
that Pandya must take control 
of  the situation and find ways 
to inspire the team, as Mumbai 
Indians continue to search for 
consistency in IPL 2026.

The defeat added to Mumbai 
Indians’ growing problems, 
with both batting and bowling 
units struggling to deliver col-

lectively. While individual per-
formances like de Kock’s cen-
tury provided hope, the team’s 
inability to execute plans un-
der pressure has remained a 
major concern.

Pandya’s captaincy has been 
under scrutiny since the 
team’s poor start to the season. 
With only one win so far, the 
pressure is mounting on the 
skipper to turn things around 
quickly. Mumbai Indians now 
face a challenging road ahead 
as they attempt to revive their 
campaign and keep their play-
off  hopes alive.

The criticism from former 
players highlights the urgency 
for Mumbai Indians to regroup 
and improve, with fans hoping 
the team can bounce back be-
fore it is too late in the 
tournament.

Former England all-rounder 
Moeen Ali has revealed the rea-
son behind his decision to skip 
IPL 2026 and instead partici-
pate in the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL), saying he want-
ed more playing opportunities 
and a shorter tournament 
schedule.

The 38-year-old cricketer ex-
plained that at this stage of  his 
career, he prefers to stay active-
ly involved rather than spend 
time on the bench. Moeen said 
that during the previous IPL 
season, he had limited chances 
to play, which influenced his 
decision to explore other 
leagues where he could con-
tribute more consistently.

He also pointed out that the 
PSL’s shorter duration suited 
his personal priorities, allow-
ing him to balance cricket with 
family time. Moeen added that 
as he approaches the later 
stage of  his career, managing 
workload and maintaining fit-
ness have become increasingly 
important factors in choosing 
tournaments.

Moeen further stated that he 
had long been interested in 
playing in the Pakistan Super 
League, and the opportunity to 
join a PSL franchise made the 
decision easier. While acknowl-
edging that no player is guar-
anteed a place in any team, he 

expressed confidence in his 
ability to contribute and enjoy 
his cricket.

The overlap between the IPL 
and PSL schedules has forced 
several overseas players to 
choose between the two 
leagues. For veteran players, 

shorter tournaments with 
greater chances of  playing 
have become an attractive 
option.

Moeen Ali has had a long as-
sociation with the IPL, repre-
senting multiple franchises 
over the years and playing key 

roles in several seasons. His de-
cision to opt for the PSL re-
flects a growing trend among 
experienced international 
players prioritising playing 
time, flexibility, and workload 
management

Moeen Ali Explains Decision to Skip 
IPL 2026 for Pakistan Super League

Hardik Pandya’s Captaincy Under 
Fire After Mumbai Indians’ Loss

Indian vice-captain Smriti-
Mandhana etched her name 
in history after surpassing Ro-
hit Sharma to become India’s 
highest run-scorer in T20 In-
ternationals. The landmark 
achievement came during the 
first T20I between India Wom-
en and South Africa Women.

Mandhana entered the 
match level with Rohit Shar-
ma’s tally and needed only a 
few runs to claim the record. 
She reached the milestone af-
ter scoring 13 runs in the con-
test, moving past Rohit to be-
come the leading Indian 
run-scorer in T20I cricket 
across both men’s and wom-
en’s formats.The left-handed 
opener achieved the feat in 155 
innings across 161 matches, 
maintaining an impressive av-
erage and strike rate. Her tal-
ly includes one century and 
more than 30 half-centuries, 
highlighting her consistency 
at the top of  the order in the 
shortest format.Mandhana’s 
achievement marks another 
major milestone in her al-
ready successful career. Over 
the years, she has emerged as 
one of  India’s most dependa-
ble batters in T20 cricket. Her 
ability to anchor innings 
while also accelerating when 
needed has made her a key 
player in India’s lineup.The 

record also places Mandhana 
among the leading run-scor-
ers in women’s T20I cricket 

globally. Her consistent per-
formances have helped India 
remain competitive in the for-

mat and contributed to the 
growth of  women’s cricket in 
the country.

SmritiMandhana Surpasses 
Rohit Sharma, Scripts 

Historic Record for India
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Ram Charan’s highly anticipated pan-India 
film Peddi is reportedly heading toward a 
June release, with industry sources suggest-
ing that June 4, 2026, is being considered as 
the new release date. The development comes 
after discussions among key stakeholders, in-
cluding the film’s makers and streaming part-
ner, who are said to have agreed on the pro-
posed date. 

The film was originally scheduled to hit 
theatres on April 30, 2026. However, the mak-
ers decided to postpone the release to allow 
more time for planning the theatrical rollout 
and post-release arrangements. Following the 

delay, the team has been evaluating suitable 
release windows to ensure a smooth launch 
without competition. 

With all parties reportedly aligned on June 
4, the film is now expected to move closer to 
locking its final release date. However, an of-
ficial confirmation from the makers is still 
awaited. Once finalized, the team is expected 
to begin full-scale promotional activities for 
the big-budget entertainer. 

Peddi is one of  the most awaited films of  
Ram Charan’s career and features Janhvi Ka-
poor as the female lead. The movie has gener-
ated significant buzz due to its scale, star cast, 

and the collaboration between Ram Charan 
and director BuchiBabu Sana. The project is 
being mounted as a major pan-India release 
and is expected to open in multiple languages. 
The film’s postponement has also reshuffled 
the release calendar, with other films stepping 
into the previously reserved slots. Meanwhile, 
fans are eagerly waiting for the official an-
nouncement, which could arrive soon if  the 
proposed date is finalized.

If  the plan goes through, Peddi is likely to 
arrive in theatres in early June, setting the 
stage for one of  the biggest releases of  2026.

Ram Charan’s ‘Peddi’ Likely 
to Lock June 4 Release Date

Actor Vijay Deverakonda 
has officially announced his 
collaboration with Hi Nanna 
director Shouryuv for an ambi-
tious new project, creating ex-
citement among fans and in-
dustry circles. The actor 
confirmed the development 
through social media, reveal-
ing that the film is tentatively 
titled VDxShouryuv. 

Sharing his enthusiasm, Vi-
jay Deverakonda described the 
project as an “intimidating 
film” and expressed confidence 
in the team. He also mentioned 
that the film would feature a 
strong global crew, hinting at a 
large-scale production. The an-
nouncement quickly grabbed 
attention, with fans eager to 
see what the duo will deliver. 

The announcement poster 
added to the intrigue, showing 
Vijay Deverakonda walking 
alongside a group carrying 
weapons,  while director 
Shouryuv appeared with a 
horse and sword. The visuals 
hinted that the film could be a 
war-action drama or a high-
intensity narrative. The strik-
ing imagery has further raised 
expectations around the 

project. 
The film will be produced by 

Vyra Entertainments, the 
same banner behind Hi Nanna. 
The collaboration is expected 
to bring together Shouryuv’s 
emotional storytelling style 
and Vijay Deverakonda’s ener-
getic screen presence. 

Shouryuv gained recogni-
tion with his directorial debut 
Hi Nanna, which received posi-
tive responses for its emotional 
narrative and performances. 

His next project with Vijay De-
verakonda is expected to be 
mounted on a much bigger 
scale, marking an important 
step in his career. 

Meanwhile, Vijay Devera-
konda has a busy lineup of  
films and continues to explore 
diverse roles. This collabora-
tion with Shouryuv adds an-
other interesting project to his 
upcoming slate and has al-
ready generated significant 
buzz among fans.

Vijay Deverakonda Teams Up With ‘Hi Nanna’ 
Director Shouryuv for Ambitious Film

RashmikaMandanna is un-
dergoing intense training for 
her upcoming film Mysaa, ded-
icating nearly eight hours eve-
ry day to prepare for one of  the 
most physically demanding 
roles of  her career. The actress 
is said to be working hard to 
transform herself  into a pow-
erful and rugged character, 
marking a major shift from 
her usual on-screen image.

According to reports, Rash-
mika has been focusing on in-
tense physical workouts, ac-
tion training, and martial arts 
sessions as part of  her prepa-
ration. The film demands a 
strong and fierce avatar, and 
the actress is leaving no stone 
unturned to achieve the de-
sired look and performance. 
Her disciplined routine in-
cludes strength training, en-
durance exercises, and combat 
practice.Mysaa is expected to 

present Rashmika in a never-
before-seen role. The film is be-
ing directed by RawindraPulle 
and is mounted as a large-scale 
pan-India project. The story is 
set in a tribal backdrop, with 
Rashmika portraying a power-

ful and intense character that 
requires significant physical 
transformation. The actress’s 
dedication has already created 
buzz among fans, especially af-
ter glimpses and posters hint-
ed at her fierce new avatar. The 

makers have also brought in 
experienced stunt profession-
als to ensure the action se-
quences look authentic and 
impactful. The film is expected 
to feature high-octane action 
along with emotional depth. 

Rashmika’s transformation 
for Mysaa is being seen as a 
major milestone in her career. 
Known largely for romantic 
and commercial roles, the ac-
tress is now stepping into a 
gritty, action-oriented charac-
ter that showcases a different 
side of  her acting range.

With rigorous training and a 
demanding schedule, Rashmi-
kaMandanna’s preparation 
highlights her commitment to 
delivering a powerful perfor-
mance. As anticipation builds 
around Mysaa, fans are eager-
ly waiting to see the actress in 
this intense and action-packed 
avatar.

RashmikaMandanna Trains 8 Hours Daily 
for Intense ‘Mysaa’ Transformation

A
ctress Mrunal Thakur 
is once again making 
headlines, this time for 
her impressive trans-
for mation that has 

caught the attention of  fans 
across social media. Known 
for her versatility and ability 
to adapt to different roles, the 
actress has showcased a 
striking new look that is 
quickly going viral online.

Mrunal has been deliver-
ing back-to-back contrasting 
performances, which has sig-
nificantly boosted her popu-
larity in recent times. Her lat-

est appearance reflects a 
noticeable shift in style and 
screen presence, further 
highlighting her evolving ca-
reer choices. Fans and neti-
zens have praised her trans-
f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l i n g  i t 
refreshing and impressive.

The actress has been gain-
ing momentum with her re-
cent projects and continues 
to experiment with diverse 
roles. From emotional char-
acters to intense performanc-
es, Mrunal has demonstrated 
her ability to adapt and rein-
vent herself. This latest 

transformation adds another 
dimension to her growing 
reputation as one of  the most 
versatile performers in the 
industry.

With multiple projects 
lined up, Mrunal Thakur is 
currently enjoying strong 
visibility across platforms. 
Her transformation and con-
sistent performances have 
helped her become one of  the 
most talked-about actresses 
on the internet. As anticipa-
tion builds around her up-
coming films, fans are eager 
to see what she delivers next. 

Mrunal Thakur’s Stunning Transformation 
Becomes Talk of the Internet

A new buzz in the Telugu 
film industry suggests that 
NandamuriBalakrishna may 
team up with director Koratala 
Siva for a film that could begin 
before Devara 2. The project is 
currently in early discussion 
stages and is yet to be officially 
announced.

According to reports, Ko-
ratala Siva has already narrat-
ed a strong script to Balakrish-
na, and the veteran actor is 
said to have shown interest in 
the story. The film is expected 
to be a high-impact commer-
cial entertainer, blending mass 
appeal with a strong social 

message, a trademark style of  
the director.

What makes the discussion 
interesting is the timing. Ko-
ratala Siva is currently occu-
pied with Devara 2, the much-
awaited sequel starring Jr 
NTR. However, the schedule of  
Devara 2 is reportedly stretch-
ing, and there is speculation 
that the Balakrishna project 
could be taken up in the gap pe-
riod or even prioritised de-
pending on availability.

Industry chatter suggests 
that Balakrishna’s busy lineup 
is also a factor, but the actor 
has been known to work on 

multiple projects in parallel. If  
things fall into place, the film 
could go on floors before Ko-
ratala fully moves into the next 

phase of  Devara 2.
At this stage, there is no of-

ficial confirmation from either 
the actor or the director. The 
collaboration remains in dis-
cussion, and final clarity is ex-
pected only after scheduling 
and production planning are 
locked.

If  the project materialises, it 
would mark a powerful combi-
nation of  Balakrishna’s mass 
screen presence and Koratala 
Siva’s socially driven storytell-
ing, making it one of  the most 
talked-about potential collabo-
rations in Telugu cinema.

Balakrishna–Koratala Siva Film Likely to Go 
on Floors Before ‘Devara 2’, Says Report

Actress BhagyashriBorse is 
steadily gaining attention in 
the Telugu film industry, with 
growing buzz suggesting that 
she is being positioned as one 
of  the next big stars in Tolly-
wood. Her recent performanc-
es and rising visibility in mul-
tiple projects have made her a 
frequent topic of  discussion 
among fi lm circles  and 
audiences.

Despite being relatively new 
to the industry, Bhagyashri 
has already appeared in sev-
eral notable films and is work-
ing alongside established 
stars. Even though some of  her 
early films did not perform 
strongly at the box office, in-
dustry observers note that she 
continues to receive consistent 
opportunities from filmmak-
ers. Her screen presence, glam-
our, and improving acting 
skills are being highlighted as 
key strengths.

Reports suggest that produc-
tion houses and directors are 
increasingly showing interest 
in casting her, and she is being 
considered for several upcom-
ing high-profile projects. Her 
name has also been linked to 
multiple big-banner films, in-
dicating that she is steadily 
moving into the mainstream 
Tollywood space.

Industry talk further sug-
gests that Bhagyashri’s 
popularity is growing 
among audiences, 
especially due 
t o  h e r 
pairing 
w i t h 
l e a d i n g 
actors and 
her partici-
pation in widely 
discussed films. So-
cial media buzz and pro-
motional appearances have 
also contributed to her rising 
recognition.

While she is still in the early 
stages of  her career, film cir-
cles believe that a major break-
through could quickly elevate 
her into the top league of  ac-
tresses in South Indian cin-
ema. Her ongoing projects 
are being closely watched, 
as they are expected to 
play a crucial role in 
shaping her future stand-
ing in the industry.

At  present,  Bhag-
yashriBorse is seen as 
one of  the promising 
young talents in Tolly-
wood, with expectations 
that she could become a ma-
jor star if  her upcoming 
films succeed at the box 
office.

Actor Yash has revealed key details 
about his upcoming film Toxic: A 
Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups, describing 
it as a dark, intense father–son revenge 
drama set against a historical back-
drop. The film has already generated 
strong buzz due to its unique concept 
and large-scale production.

According to Yash, the story is not a 
conventional gangster film but a lay-
ered revenge narrative centered on the 
emotional and violent conflict between 
a father and son. The plot is reportedly 
set in Goa during the Portuguese colo-
nial era, adding a distinctive historical 
setting to the storyline.

The actor explained that the film ex-
plores themes of  revenge, power, and 
emotional conflict, with both charac-
ters being deeply affected by circum-
stances that push them into opposing 
paths. The narrative is said to combine 
intense drama with a gritty, stylised 
backdrop.

Yash also hinted that the film has a 
dual-layered structure, with complex 
character dynamics forming the core 
of  the story. The setting in a politically 
and socially turbulent era further in-
tensifies the storyline, making it dif-
ferent from typical commercial action 
dramas.

Directed by Geetu Mohandas, Toxic 
is positioned as a large-scale pan-India 
project featuring a star-studded cast 
and high production values. The film 
is expected to showcase Yash in a pow-
erful and intense avatar, continuing 
his streak of  action-oriented roles but 
with a more layered emotional depth.

The film is one of  the most antici-
pated releases in Indian cinema, with 
expectations high due to its scale, sto-
rytelling style, and Yash’s recent suc-
cess. It is currently scheduled for re-
lease in 2026 and continues to remain 
in the spotlight as more details about 
its plot and characters emerge.

Yash Reveals ‘Toxic’ Story: Father-Son Revenge Drama Set in Historic Goa

BhagyashriBorse Emerging 
as Tollywood’s Next Big Star


