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A
head of  Ram Navami, 
the virtual inaugura-
tion of  the Ramateer-
tham hill circumambu-
l a t i o n  ( g i r i 

pradakshina) path was con-
ducted by Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan. Built at 
a cost of  ₹3.40 crore using 
NREGS funds, the 3.7 km 
road from Seetharamuni Pet 
to Neelachalam Hill now of-
fers devotees a safe and con-
v e n i e n t  r o u t e  f o r 
circumambulation.

Addressing the gathering 
virtually, Pawan Kalyan em-
phasized the coalition gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
temple development and 
safeguarding Hindu tradi-
tions. “Ramateertham is one 
of  India’s most sacred pil-
grimage sites, with traces of  
the Ramayana and Mahab-
harata eras. Devotees be-
lieve circumambulating the 
hill brings spiritual libera-
tion,” he said, highlighting 
the historical and religious 
significance of  the site.

Earlier, the hill path was 
strewn with rocks, thorny 
bushes, and uneven terrain, 
making it difficult for devo-
tees to perform pradakshi-
na. Local MLA Lokam Mad-
havi and several devotees 
brought this issue to the 
Deputy CM’s attention. The 
coalition government, since 
assuming office under the 
leadership of  Chandrababu 
Naidu, prioritized temple 
preservation and took re-
sponsibility for constructing 
the BT road around the hill 
using national rural employ-
ment guarantee scheme 
funds.

The inauguration event 
was attended by Ministers 
Anam Ramanarayana Red-
dy, Vangalapudi Anita, Kon-
dapalli Srinivas, Parliamen-
t a r i a n  K a l i s h e t t i 
Appalanaidu, and legisla-

tors Lokam Madhavi and 
P o o s a p a t i  A d i t i 
Vijayalakshmi.

Over the past 20 months, 
the government has invested 
over ₹40 crore to improve 
road connectivity for 22 ma-
jor temples across the state, 
enhancing access and pre-
serving temple sanctity. Ear-
lier, before Shivaratri, the 
Sri Kalahasti hill path was 
also opened to devotees, and 
a road for Kotappakonda giri 
p r a d a k s h i n a  w a s 
sanctioned.

Reflecting on past inci-
dents, Pawan Kalyan noted 
that the previous adminis-
tration’s negligence had 
caused distress to devotees, 
citing the desecration of  the 
Ram statue at Ramateer-
tham. “The pain of  that day 
is still vivid. Today, making 
the hill path accessible and 
beautiful allows devotees to 
serve the deity with devo-
tion. The coalition govern-
ment will continue protect-
ing India’s cultural and 
spiritual heritage,” he 
assured.

With the new hill path now 
open, thousands of  devotees 
are expected to perform 
pradakshina comfortably 
during upcoming festivals 
like Vaikunta Ekadashi and 
Shivaratri, enhancing both 
safety and spiritual experi-
ence at Ramateertham.

Pawan Kalyan Virtually 
Inaugurates 

Ramateertham Hill Path
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Knackering Livelihood University

According to multiple ac-
counts, the university has been 
accused of  prioritizing finan-
cial gain over academic stand-
ards and ethical practices. Crit-
ics allege that the institution 
operates with a profit-driven 
approach, where adherence to 
educational norms and regula-
tions is often overlooked. Stu-
dents claim that the focus on 
revenue generation has led to a 
decline in teaching quality, lack 
of  discipline, and an environ-
ment where “everything is ad-
justable with money.”

The institution has reported-
ly faced regulatory challenges 
in the past, including tempo-
rary loss of  recognition due to 
compliance issues. However, 
sources suggest that the man-
agement managed to restore op-
erations and continue admis-
s i o n s  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g 
substantial reforms. Allega-
tions indicate that despite pre-
vious controversies, the univer-
sity has not implemented strict 
measures to prevent recurring 
malpractices.

One of  the most serious 
claims involves the alleged cir-
culation of  illegal drugs within 
the campus and surrounding 
areas. Some reports suggest 
that a section of  students, in-
cluding international students, 
may have been involved in such 
activities. It is further alleged 
that the administration was 
aware of  these issues but failed 
to take decisive action, possibly 
to avoid impacting admissions 
and fee collection. These claims 
remain unverified, but they 
have intensified concer ns 
among parents and local 
communities.

Adding to the controversy are 
accusations of  irregularities in 
campus placement processes. 
Approximately six months ago, 
a software company conducting 
recruitment reportedly identi-
fied the use of  unauthorized 
remote-access applications dur-
ing an online assessment in-
volving around 300 students. 
This raised suspicions that 
some candidates may have al-
lowed external individuals to 
complete the test on their be-
half. The company is said to 

have canceled the recruitment 
process after detecting these ir-
regularities and issued a warn-
ing to the university.

In a surprising turn, the 
same company reportedly 
agreed to conduct the place-
ment drive again after discus-
sions with the university man-
agement. However, during the 
subsequent attempt, similar is-
sues allegedly surfaced, with 
remote-access tools again de-
tected on certain systems. This 
led to the company canceling 
the process once more, leaving 
many students without job 
opportunities.

Students and parents argue 
that such incidents have severe 
consequences for those who 
were not involved in any wrong-
doing. Talented and deserving 
candidates, they say, are losing 
valuable career opportunities 
due to the actions of  a few and 
the institution’s failure to en-
force strict examination proto-
cols. Concerns have also been 
raised about the long-term im-
pact on students’ reputations, 
with fears that the university’s 
negative image could affect 

their chances of  securing jobs 
both in India and abroad.

Observers have questioned 
how such practices could occur 
without administrative over-
sight, suggesting that it would 
be difficult for students to in-
stall and use unauthorized soft-
ware in institutional systems 
without the knowledge or negli-
gence of  authorities.

With Amaravati being a 
prominent administrative and 
educational hub, there are 
growing calls for government 
intervention. Parents are urg-
ing authorities to conduct a 
thorough investigation into the 
allegations and ensure that cor-
rective measures are imple-
mented. They emphasize the 
need to protect the interests of  
innocent students and restore 
trust in the institution.

As of  now, no official state-
ment has been released by the 
university addressing these al-
legations. Meanwhile, the situ-
ation continues to spark debate 
about the need for stricter regu-
lation and transparency in 
higher education institutions 
across the region.

Guntur, March 26, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The wedding of  Dhoolipalla Narendra Chin-
na’s daughter was celebrated on Wednesday at 
Sri Convention Hall in Guntur, drawing political 
leaders from across the Telugu states. Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu attended the cere-
mony and blessed the newlyweds, Nagasai Vaid-
yapti and Kevin Ram.

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, Deputy Speaker Raghurama Krishna 
Raju, and ministers Nara Lokesh, Pyyavula Kes-
hav, Anita, Sandhya Rani, and Savitha were also 
present at the occasion. Several MLAs joined the 
celebrations, conveying their congratulations 
and best wishes to the couple.

The event was marked by traditional festivi-
ties, with political dignitaries personally greet-
ing the bride and groom and extending blessings. 
The gathering highlighted the close connections 
between political leaders and local communities 
in the region.

 Vijayawada, March 26, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

A 
delegation of  hoteliers from 
Andhra Pradesh met Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
Wednesday, seeking urgent inter-
vention to address the shortage of  

commercial liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG), which they say is severely affect-
ing the hospitality sector. The hotel in-
dustry representatives explained that 
current LPG allocations are insufficient 
for restaurants and hotels, disrupting 
daily operations and putting pressure on 
businesses already facing economic 
challenges.

Led by the Andhra Pradesh Star Ho-
tels Association president, the delega-
tion highlighted that commercial LPG 
supplies have been limited to as low as 
10–15 percent of  their usual require-
ments. This has forced kitchens to ration 
fuel, slowing service and increasing op-
erational difficulties. Hoteliers stressed 
that without an immediate improve-
ment in supply, some establishments 
may struggle to maintain normal opera-
tions, particularly during peak tourist 
and festival seasons.

The delegation requested the Chief  
Minister to ensure at least 50 percent al-
location of  LPG for commercial estab-
lishments and suggested the introduc-
tion of  an electricity subsidy scheme for 
hotels and restaurants transitioning to 
electric cooking systems. They argued 
that such measures would help sustain 
business operations while providing a 
long-term alternative to LPG depend-
ency.In addition, hoteliers called for the 
rapid expansion of  piped natural gas 
(PNG) infrastructure in major urban 
centres, including Vijayawada, Vi-
sakhapatnam, and Tirupati. They be-
lieve that greater access to PNG would 
offer a reliable and cost-effective cook-
ing fuel solution, reduce pressure on 
LPG supplies, and help the hospitality 

sector operate without frequent 
disruptions.

Chief  Minister Naidu reportedly as-
sured the delegation that their concerns 
would be addressed through appropriate 
government channels. The meeting re-
flected the government’s willingness to 
engage with industry stakeholders and 
find solutions to maintain smooth opera-
tions in the hospitality sector.

The LPG shortage in Andhra Pradesh 
mirrors a broader national trend, where 
commercial allocations are being con-
strained due to prioritisation of  domes-
tic cooking gas and logistical challenges. 
Hotel owners have repeatedly raised 
concerns that the limited supply affects 
their ability to serve customers, main-
tain staff, and sustain revenue streams, 
making state intervention crucial.

With the Chief  Minister’s interven-
tion, hoteliers are hopeful that LPG sup-
ply levels will improve and that initia-
tives such as electricity subsidies and 
PNG infrastructure development will be 
implemented promptly. These measures 
are expected to stabilise the hospitality 
sector, ensure uninterrupted operations, 
and protect the livelihoods of  workers 
and businesses that depend heavily on 
consistent fuel availability.

Vijayawada, March 25, 
2026 | TPN Bureau

A
ndhra Pradesh Chief  
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu on Wednes-
day conducted a high-
level review of  the 

state’s tourism projects, set-
ting ambitious targets to 
make Andhra Pradesh a 
leading tourist destination 
by 2029. The meeting, held at 
the Chief  Minister’s camp of-
fice in Vijayawada, included 
senior officials from the 
Tourism Department, the 
Andhra Pradesh Tourism 
Development Corporation, 
and representatives from key 
districts to chart a roadmap 
for infrastructure and ser-
vice expansion.

During the review, Naidu 
emphasized accelerating the 
implementation of  pending 
projects sanctioned by the 
State Investment Promotion 
Board. He set a target to de-
velop 50,000 new hotel rooms 
and 10,000 homestays across 
the state, aiming to enhance 
accommodation capacity for 
both domestic and interna-
tional tourists. Officials were 
instructed to ensure timely 
completion of  ongoing con-
struction and to fast-track 
approvals for new projects in 
high-potential regions.

 
Naidu also highlighted the 

need for diversifying tourism 
offerings. He called for the 
development of  large-scale 
amusement parks in Vi-
sakhapatnam and Tirupati, 
alongside caravan parks to 
promote experiential and ad-

venture tourism. Special at-
tention was directed toward 
eco-tourism circuits, cultur-
al heritage sites, and temple 
tourism, with coordinated ef-
forts between the Forest and 
Endowments departments to 
e n s u r e  i n t e g r a t e d 
development.

Under his guidance, the 
government plans to prior-
itize development at key 
tourist spots such as Gan-
dikota, Suryalanka Beach, 
the Araku-Borra Caves, and 
historic temples and ghats 
along the Godavari River. 
Plans include improving 
road connectivity, visitor 
amenities, and infrastruc-
ture at these sites, as well as 
promoting local crafts and 
cultural experiences to boost 
community participation 
a n d  e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities.

Naidu stressed that the 
tourism strategy should not 
only increase footfall but also 
create a sustainable, year-
round tourism ecosystem. 
This includes training pro-
grams for hospitality staff, 

promoting safety and cleanli-
ness standards, and integrat-
ing modern technology for 
visitor management and pro-
motion. He also encouraged 
district-level officials to cre-
ate unique tourism packages 
highlighting local culture, 
cuisine, and festivals.

The Chief  Minister con-
cluded by setting clear dead-
lines for short-term, medi-
um-term, and long-term 
targets, emphasizing ac-
countability and progress 
tracking. Officials were 
asked to submit monthly re-
ports on project implementa-
tion and tourist inflow, with 
the goal of  positioning 
Andhra Pradesh as a top-
choice destination that com-
bines heritage, nature, ad-
v e n t u r e ,  a n d  l e i s u r e 
experiences.With Chandrab-
abu Naidu’s vision and sys-
tematic approach, Andhra 
Pradesh aims to emerge as a 
global tourism hub by 2029, 
offering diverse attractions 
and enhanced facilities for 
travelers from around the 
world.

Chandrababu Naidu, Lokesh, 
Pawan Kalyan Attend Guntur 

MLA’s Daughter’s Wedding

Chandrababu Naidu Sets Ambitious Tourism 
Targets for Andhra Pradesh by 2029

Hoteliers Urge Chandrababu 
Naidu to Address LPG Shortage

A
maravati, 

Andhra 
Pradesh — 
A private 

university located in 
the capital region of  
Amaravati has come 

under serious scrutiny 
following a series 

of  allegations that 
have raised concerns 

about student welfare, 
academic integrity, 
and institutional 

accountability. 
Students and parents 
have voiced distress, 

claiming that the 
institution’s alleged 

commercial practices 
and administrative 

negligence are 
adversely affecting the 

careers and lives of  
those enrolled.
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Amaravathi 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau

I
n a move aimed at improving 
s t u d e n t  w e l f a r e  a n d 
strengthening educational 
infrastructure, Andhra 
Pradesh BC Welfare Minis-

ter S. Savitha has directed of-
ficials to expedite development 
works in BC hostels across the 
state. The instructions were is-
sued during a review meeting 
held at the State Secretariat in 
Amaravati on Wednesday.

Highlighting the importance 
of  timely preparation ahead of  
the upcoming academic year, 
the Minister emphasized that 
all essential infrastructure fa-

cilities must be completed 
within the next two months. 
She specifically instructed of-
ficials to ensure the construc-
tion of  toilets in hostels is com-
pleted before students return. 
In addition, steps must be tak-
en to install mosquito nets on 
doors and windows to safe-
guard students from health 
risks.

A major focus of  the review 
meeting was on providing safe 
and clean drinking water. The 
Minister directed that RO 
plants be installed in all BC 
hostels within the stipulated 
timeline to ensure access to pu-
rified water for students. She 
stressed that maintaining hy-

giene and sanitation standards 
in hostels is critical for stu-
dents’ health and academic 
performance.

Minister Savitha reiterated 
that the government, under the 
leadership of  Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu, is com-
mitted to providing quality 
education along with proper 
nutrition and healthcare facili-
ties for students residing in BC 
hostels. She stated that the ob-
jective is not only to offer edu-
cation but also to create a safe 
and supportive environment 
for students from backward 
communities.

The Minister also reviewed 
plans for the establishment of  

10 new MJP (Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule) schools and directed of-
ficials to ensure their readi-
ness for the upcoming academ-
ic year. She further instructed 
the department to take proac-
tive measures to increase stu-
dent enrollment in BC hostels, 
ensuring that no child from the 
BC community is left out of  the 
education system.

Emphasizing the govern-
ment’s commitment to inclu-
sive growth, she said that edu-
cation for BC students remains 
a top priority. The Minister 
also sought updates on the im-
plementation of  the Aadarna 
3.0 scheme, which is aimed at 
supporting traditional occupa-

tions and livelihoods of  back-
ward classes.Senior officials, 
including BC Welfare Depart-
ment Secretary S. Satyanaray-
ana, MJP Schools Secretary 
Madhavilatha, Additional Di-
rector Chandrasekhar Raju, 
and BC Corporation General 
Manager Bheema Shankar, at-
tended the meeting and shared 
updates on ongoing initiatives.
The review meeting reflects 
the state government’s focused 
approach towards strengthen-
ing educational infrastructure 
and ensuring better living con-
ditions for students in BC hos-
tels, thereby contributing to 
their overall development and 
future prospects.

Amaravathi 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau  

A
maravati’s vision of  be-
coming a world-class capi-
tal city has reached anoth-
er important milestone 
with the commencement 

of  corner node installation for 
the Secretariat and Heads of  
Departments (HOD) Towers at 
the Amaravati Government 
Complex (AGC). The works, un-
dertaken by Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T), officially began on 
March 25, 2026, with traditional 
pooja rituals, symbolizing both 
cultural reverence and techno-
logical progress.

The event was attended by 
the Hon’ble Minister for Mu-
nicipal Administration and Ur-
ban Development, Dr. Ponguru 
Narayana, along with Amara-
vati Growth & Infrastructure 
Corporation Ltd. (AGICL) Man-
aging Director Sri S.V.R. Srini-

vas, and senior officials from 
APCRDA and AGICL. Their 
presence highlighted the im-
portance the government plac-
es on accelerating infrastruc-
ture development in the capital 
region.

The installation of  corner 
nodes marks a critical phase in 
the implementation of  the dia-
grid structural system for Tow-
ers 3 and 4. A diagrid system, 
known for its triangular grid 
framework, enhances the struc-
tural strength and stability of  
high-rise buildings while opti-
mizing the use of  materials. 
This advanced engineering 
technique not only improves 
load distribution but also al-
lows for more flexible and aes-
thetically appealing architec-
tural designs.

The Secretariat and HOD 
Towers are central to Amara-
vati’s administrative frame-

work and are being designed to 
meet global standards. The 
adoption of  the diagrid system 
reflects a commitment to inno-
vation, sustainability, and effi-
ciency. By reducing the need for 
internal columns, the design 
ensures more usable space 
within the buildings, creating a 
modern and functional work 
environment for government 
operations.Officials stated that 
the commencement of  corner 
node installation signifies 
steady progress in the structur-
al development of  these land-
mark towers. It is a crucial step 
that will pave the way for sub-
sequent construction activi-
ties, ensuring that the project 
moves forward in a planned 
and timely manner.

APCRDA, along with AGICL, 
continues to focus on deliver-
ing high-quality infrastructure 
projects that align with the 

broader vision of  transforming 
Amaravati into a future-ready 
capital city. Emphasis is being 
placed on adopting cutting-
edge technologies, maintaining 
construction quality, and ad-
hering to project timelines.The 
progress at the Amaravati Gov-
ernment Complex stands as a 
testament to the state’s deter-
mination to build a capital that 
is not only administratively ef-
ficient but also architecturally 
iconic. As construction advanc-
es, projects like these are ex-
pected to play a pivotal role in 
boosting investor confidence, 
generating employment, and 
positioning Amaravati as a hub 
of  modern urban development 
in India.With each milestone 
achieved, Amaravati moves 
closer to realizing its ambition 
of  becoming a symbol of  inno-
vation, governance, and sus-
tainable urban growth.

Amaravati Takes a Leap Forward with Advanced 
Diagrid Construction at Government Complex

Special Focus on BC Hostels Ahead of New Academic Year: Savitha

Singapore Delegation Engages in 
Strategic Talks with Minister Nadendla 

Manohar in Amaravati
Amaravathi 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau  

A 
high-level meeting was 
held  at  the  Andhra 
Pradesh Secretariat in 
Amaravati during the vis-
it of  a Singapore delega-

tion, marking a significant 
step towards strengthening in-
ternational cooperation for the 
state’s development. The meet-
ing took place in the office of  
the Minister for Food, Civil 
Supplies, and Consumer Af-
fairs, Nadendla Manohar, and 
focused on key areas of  gov-
ernance, infrastructure, and 
future investment opportuni-
ties.During the interaction, the 
Minister provided a compre-
hensive overview of  the vari-
ous developmental initiatives 
currently underway in Andhra 
Pradesh. He highlighted the 
government’s commitment to 
improving the quality of  life 
for citizens through welfare 
schemes, transparent govern-
ance, and robust infrastruc-
ture development. Emphasis 
was placed on how these initia-
tives are transforming the 
state into a progressive and 
investment-friendly destina-
tion.The discussions also ex-
plored future development 
strategies, particularly in are-
as such as urban planning, 
public service delivery, and 
technological innovation. The 
Singapore delegation shared 
insights from their global expe-
rience, offering valuable per-
spectives on sustainable urban 
development and efficient ad-
ministrative systems. Both 
sides engaged in meaningful 
dialogue on how to build long-
term partnerships that can 
bring global best practices to 
the state.The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials, in-

cluding the Director of  Civil 
Supplies, Nupur, and repre-
sentatives from the Planning 
Department. The Joint Secre-
tary of  Planning and other key 
officials also participated, con-
tributing their views on policy 
planning and implementation 
strategies. Their inputs added 
depth to the discussions, en-
suring a holistic approach to 
development.

The visiting delegation from 
Singapore comprised distin-
guished members such as Dr. 
Francis Chong, Senior Direc-
tor at the Ministry of  Trade 
and Industry; Tay Lian Chew, 
Deputy Chief  Executive Offic-
er of  Singapore Cooperation 
Enterprise; Dr. Ang Hak Seng, 
an expert team member; Dr. 
Prem Kumar from the National 
Community Leadership Insti-
tute; Lim Chee Kia, Deputy Di-
rector; and Nisha Sharda, Sen-
ior Manager at Singapore 
Cooperation Enterprise.Offi-
cials expressed confidence that 
this engagement would pave 
the way for enhanced collabo-
rat ion  between Andhra 
Pradesh and Singapore. The 
meeting is expected to open 
new avenues in technology 
adoption, urban infrastructure 
development, and governance 
reforms.

As Andhra Pradesh contin-
ues its journey toward becom-
ing a modern and globally com-
p e t i t i v e  s t a t e ,  s u c h 
international partnerships are 
likely to play a crucial role. 
The discussions concluded 
with a shared commitment to 
continue dialogue and explore 
further opportunities for coop-
eration in the near future, rein-
forcing Amaravati’s position 
as an emerging hub of  global 
engagement and development. 

Amaravathi 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau  

I
n a significant development 
aimed at addressing long-
pending flood-related issues 
in Andhra Pradesh, Nellore 
Member of  Parliament 

Vemireddy Prabhakar Reddy 
and Kovur MLA Vemireddy 
Prasanthi Reddy met Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah in 
New Delhi. The meeting took 
place at the Ministry of  Home 
Affairs office, where the couple 
submitted a detailed represen-
tation highlighting the urgent 
need for strengthening the em-
bankments of  the Penna River 
and protecting the historic 
Pinakini Satyagraha Ashram 
at Pallipadu.

During the interaction, Amit 
Shah warmly received the 
Vemireddy couple and listened 
attentively to their concerns. 
They explained the recurring 
flood threats in the region, par-
ticularly recalling the devastat-
ing floods of  November 2021. 
The release of  excess water 
from the Somashila reservoir 
had led to severe breaches in 
the Penna river embankments, 
inundating several mandals in-
cluding Buchireddypalem, Ko-
vur, Indukurupeta, and Vida-

valur. The floods disrupted 
normal life, damaged infra-
structure, and caused heavy 
agricultural and economic 
losses.The leaders also brought 
to the Minister’s attention the 
erosion threat faced by the his-
toric Pallipadu Gandhi Ash-
ram, often referred to as the 
“Sabarmati of  South India.” 
Due to riverbank erosion, near-
ly seven and a half  acres of  
land around the ashram have 
already been affected, posing a 
serious risk to its existence. 
They stressed the need for im-
mediate protective measures to 
preserve this important herit-
age site.

Highlighting the extent of  
damage caused by past floods, 
the Vemireddy couple de-
scribed how villages like Mu-
divarthi, Utukuru, and sur-
rounding areas were cut off  
due to waterlogging, disrupt-
ing transportation and access 
to essential supplies. Thou-
sands of  acres of  paddy fields 
were submerged, aquaculture 
ponds were destroyed, and sev-
eral families suffered losses of  
homes, livestock, and liveli-
hoods. Power outages further 
isolated the affected regions, 
worsening the crisis.

To prevent such disasters in 

the future, they submitted de-
tailed proposals to the Union 
Minister. These include the 
construction of  a protective 
wall worth ₹167 crore along the 
right side of  the Penna River 
from Pallipadu Gandhi Ash-
ram to Pallipadu village, mod-
ernization of  the left embank-
ment from Mudivarthi to 
Utukuru at a cost of  ₹95 crore, 
and strengthening of  vulnera-
ble embankments in Indukuru-
peta mandal with an estimated 
budget of  ₹69 crore.

Responding positively, Amit 
Shah assured that efforts 
would be made through the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
framework to address the is-
sue. He expressed willingness 
to explore support through 
central agencies for strength-
ening the embankments and 
safeguarding the historic 
ashram.

The response has brought 
hope to the people of  the re-
gion, who have long been fac-
ing hardships due to weak em-
bankments. Locals expressed 
gratitude to the Vemireddy 
couple for taking their con-
cerns to the national level and 
seeking a permanent solution 
to protect lives, property, and 
heritage.

Vemireddy Couple Meets Amit 
Shah, Seeks Strengthening of 

Penna River Embankments

Amaravathi 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau

I
n a major step towards pro-
moting cultural tourism and 
showcasing regional cui-
sine, the Andhra Pradesh 
Tourism Department has 

signed a Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the In-
dian Culinary Institute. The 
agreement was formalized in 
the presence of  Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
March 25 in Amaravati.

The MoU aims to transform 
Andhra Pradesh into a promi-
nent culinary tourism hub by 
promoting the rich and diverse 
flavors of  Telugu cuisine on 
national and international 
platforms. Representatives 
from the Indian Culinary Insti-
tute and Special Chief  Secre-
tary for Tourism Ajay Jain ex-
chang ed  the  a g reement 
documents in the presence of  
the Chief  Minister, marking a 
significant milestone in the 
state’s tourism development 
strategy.

Under this partnership, the 
Indian Culinary Institute, 
based in Tirupati, will play a 
key role in introducing tradi-
tional Telugu dishes to a global 
audience. The initiative is ex-
pected to highlight the cultural 
heritage of  Andhra Pradesh 
through its unique food tradi-
tions, thereby enhancing the 
state’s appeal as a tourism 
destination.

The MoU focuses on multiple 
aspects of  development within 
the culinary sector. It includes 
skill development programs 
aimed at training youth in cu-
linary arts, thereby creating 
employment and livelihood op-

portunities. The collaboration 
will also support the organiza-
tion of  food festivals and tour-
ism events by the Andhra 
Pradesh Tourism Authority, 
providing a platform to cele-
brate and promote regional 
cuisine.

Officials stated that this ini-
tiative would not only boost 
tourism but also empower lo-
cal communities by creating 
job opportunities in hospitali-
ty and food-related industries. 
By integrating culinary experi-
ences into tourism, the state 
aims to attract both domestic 
and international visitors 
s e e k i n g  a u t h e n t i c  fo o d 
experiences.

Tourism Minister Kandula 
Durgesh, Tourism Corporation 
Chairman Nookasani Balaji, 
and representatives from the 
AP Hotel Association were pre-
sent during the signing cere-
mony. They emphasized the 
importance of  collaboration 
between government institu-
tions and industry stakehold-
ers to drive sustainable tour-
ism growth.

The agreement is expected to 
pave the way for innovative ini-
tiatives that will position 
Andhra Pradesh as a leading 
destination for culinary tour-
ism. With a strong focus on pro-
moting Telugu cuisine and en-
hancing skill development, the 
state is set to make a mark on 
the global tourism map.

As Andhra Pradesh contin-
ues to expand its tourism foot-
print, such partnerships un-
derline its commitment to 
leveraging cultural assets for 
economic growth, while pre-
serving and celebrating its 
rich culinary heritage.

Andhra Pradesh Signs 
Landmark MoU to 

Boost Culinary Tourism
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I
n a significant step towards 
strengthening the adminis-
trative and institutional 
framework of  the capital 
city, the Andhra Pradesh 

Capital Region Development 
Authority has executed a lease 
agreement with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party for the establish-
ment of  its State Office in 
Amaravati.

According to an official 
press release issued on March 
25, 2026, the agreement was for-
mally signed on March 24, 
marking a key development in 
Amaravati’s journey as a grow-
ing administrative hub. The 
proposed facility will function 
as the BJP’s State Office, sup-
porting its organisational and 
administrative activities with-
in the capital region.

For this project, APCRDA 
has allotted land measuring 

1.43 acres in Venkatapalem vil-
lage, located within the Amara-
vati Capital City area. The land 
has been granted on a lease-
hold basis for a period of  33 
years, in line with the applica-
ble government orders and ap-
proved planning guidelines. 
This move reflects the author-
ity’s ongoing efforts to allocate 
space for institutional estab-
lishments that contribute to 
the governance ecosystem.

As per the terms of  the 
agreement, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party is required to com-
mence construction within 
three months from the date of  
allotment. The project must be 
completed within a period of  
four years, adhering strictly to 
the approved building plans 
and regulatory norms. Offi-
cials emphasized that timely 
execution of  such projects is 
crucial for maintaining the 
pace of  development in the 

capital region.
The agreement was signed 

on behalf  of  APCRDA by Joint 
Director (Estates) Jubin Cheer-
an Roy, while the BJP was rep-
resented by its Andhra Pradesh 
State President Pokala Vamsi 
Nagendra Madhav. The signing 
ceremony marks an important 
milestone in facilitating politi-
cal and administrative institu-
tions to establish a presence in 
Amaravati.

Officials from APCRDA stat-
ed that the establishment of  
such offices will play a vital 
role in shaping Amaravati into 
a vibrant and fully functional 
capital city. By providing space 
for political parties and other 
institutions, the authority 
aims to create a balanced and 
i n c l u s i v e  g o v e r n a n c e 
environment.

They further noted that Am-
aravati is being developed with 
a vision to accommodate key 

administrative, political, and 
civic institutions, making it a 
center for governance and pub-
lic engagement. The inclusion 
of  major political party offices 
is expected to enhance the 
city’s profile and contribute to 
its long-term growth.The de-
velopment also highlights the 
collaborative approach be-
tween government bodies and 
institutional stakeholders in 
building a modern capital city. 

With infrastructure projects 
progressing steadily, such ini-
tiatives are expected to rein-
force Amaravati’s identity as 
the “People’s Capital.”As Am-
aravati continues to evolve, the 
establishment of  institutional 
offices like the BJP State Office 
is likely to accelerate its trans-
formation into a dynamic hub 
for governance, administra-
tion, and political activity in 
Andhra Pradesh.
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I
n a proud and memorable 
moment for Telugu intel-
lectual circles, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi un-
veiled the book ‘World 

History’ authored by Dr. 
Daggubati Venkateswara 
Rao at a special meeting 
held in New Delhi. The occa-
sion was marked by appre-
ciation, intellectual ex-
change, and recognition of  
scholarly excellence.

Also present at the event 
was Member of  Parliament 
Daggubati Purandeswari, 
who accompanied the au-
thor during the presentation 
of  the book to the Prime 
Minister. The moment, cap-
tured in photographs, re-
flects a significant milestone 
where regional scholarship 
received national recogni-
tion.The book ‘World Histo-
ry’ is a result of  years of  
deep research and intellec-
tual ef fort by Dr. Ven-
kateswara Rao. Covering a 
vast timeline—from ancient 
civilizations to modern glob-
al developments—the book 
provides a comprehensive 
understanding of  world 
events, societal transforma-
tions, and evolving interna-
tional relations. It is not just 
a chronological narration 
but an analytical work that 
explains how social, eco-
nomic, and political condi-
tions shaped the course of  
global history.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, after going through 
the contents of  the book, 
praised the author for his re-
markable contribution. He 
highlighted that under-
standing history is essential 
to understanding one’s roots 
and identity. Appreciating 
the depth of  research, the 
Prime Minister described 
the book as a valuable 
knowledge resource for 

r e a d e r s  a n d  f u t u r e 
generations.“Documenting 
world history with such 
clarity and depth is not an 
easy task. This work reflects 
dedication and intellectual 
strength. It is not just a 
book, but a treasure of  his-
torical knowledge,” the 
Prime Minister remarked, 
acknowledging the effort be-
hind the publication.Dr. 
Daggubati Venkateswara 
Rao expressed his happiness 
and gratitude for the recog-
nition received from the 
Prime Minister. He de-
scribed the interaction as 
highly meaningful and en-
riching. During the meeting, 
he also briefly discussed 
global geopolitical develop-
ments, including interna-
tional conflicts and their 
possible impact on India, 
showcasing his deep under-
standing of  world affairs.

The author further shared 
his experiences on interna-
tional platforms, including 
his association with former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and the opportu-
nity to represent India at the 
United Nations General As-
sembly. The Prime Minister 
appreciated  this  rare 
achievement, noting that it 
is uncommon for both hus-
band and wife to receive 
such an honor at the global. 

The book is expected to 
serve as a valuable guide for 
students preparing for com-
petitive exams, history en-
thusiasts, and general read-
e r s  a l i k e .  Wi t h  i t s 
encyclopedic approach, 
‘World History’ stands out as 
a significant contribution to 
historical literature.This 
event once again highlight-
ed the intellectual strength 
of  Telugu scholars on a na-
tional stage, leaving a last-
ing impression in the corri-
dors of  power in New 
Delhi.
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T
ension escalated in YSR 
Kadapa district as Andhra 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (APCC) Chief  Y. S. 
Sharmila Reddy made 

strong remarks targeting the 
functioning of  the government 
and responding to criticism 
from YSR Congress Party 
(YCP) leaders.

Addressing the media, 
Sharmila made it clear that she 
has no intention of  targeting 
YCP unnecessarily, but warned 
that she would respond strong-
ly if  provoked. “I don’t need to 
go after YCP, but if  they come 
after me, I can also play an of-
fensive game,” she stated, sign-
aling a more aggressive politi-
cal stance.

Clarifying her previous con-
troversial remarks, Sharmila 
said her comments were misin-
terpreted. She denied directly 
calling YCP leaders “dogs,” ex-
plaining that she only referred 
to a general behavior. “Even 
after Vijayamma requested not 
to speak, if  they continue, I 
only said barking is the nature 
of  dogs. I never directly called 
them dogs,” she clarified, ac-

cusing YCP leaders of  twisting 
her statements for political 
mileage.

Sharmila emphasized that 
her primary focus is not on Y. 
S. Jagan Mohan Reddy or YCP, 
but on raising issues affecting 
the public, especially farmers. 
She alleged that a “deliberate 
campaign” is being run against 
her, forcing her to repeatedly 

defend her statements.
A major part of  her criticism 

revolved around the banana 
processing unit and cold stor-
age facilities in Pulivendula. 
She alleged that the projects 
were rushed and showcased as 
election stunts ahead of  the 
2024 polls without proper infra-
structure. According to her, the 
facilities lacked basic ameni-

ties such as borewells, RO 
plants, generators, and cooling 
s y s t e m s  e v e n  a f t e r 
inauguration.

Sharmila questioned the ef-
fectiveness of  these projects, 
asking whether even a single 
ton of  bananas had been stored 
or processed since their 
launch. She demanded trans-
parency from the government, 

urging them to release data on 
storage capacity, production, 
and electricity usage if  the 
units were truly operational.

Highlighting the plight of  
banana farmers in the region, 
she pointed out the drastic fall 
in prices—from ₹26,000 per ton 
in February to nearly ₹4,000 
currently. She noted that every 
year during March, prices col-
lapse, causing severe distress 
to farmers. The lack of  cold 
storage and processing facili-
ties in the district has forced 
many farmers to abandon their 
produce in fields.

She further stressed that 
Rayalaseema produces some of  
the highest quality bananas, 
with export potential to Gulf  
countries. However, due to lack 
of  market support and aware-
ness, farmers are unable to get 
fair prices.Sharmila urged the 
government to intervene by en-
suring procurement, supply-
ing bananas to mid-day meal 
schemes, and strengthening 
the price stabilization fund. 
She concluded by stating that 
her fight is for farmers’ welfare 
and questioned why political 
opponents were targeting her 
instead of  supporting the 
cause.
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A
ndhra Pradesh politics 
witnessed another 
heated moment as 
Roads and Buildings 
Minister B. C. Janard-

han Reddy made a strong re-
mark against former Chief  
Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, comparing his life to 
a “Jungle Book.”

The minister’s statement 
has sparked widespread po-
litical debate, with many in-
terpreting it as a criticism 
of  Jagan’s political journey 
a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  s t y l e. 
Though brief, the comment 
carried sharp undertones, 
suggesting disorder and un-
predictability in the func-
tioning of  the previous 
government.

Janardhan Reddy’s re-
mark comes amid ongoing 
political exchanges between 
the ruling coalition and the 
YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP). Leaders from both 
sides have been actively en-
gaging in verbal attacks, re-
flecting the intensifying po-
litical atmosphere in the 
state.

The “Jungle Book” com-
parison quickly gained trac-
tion on social media, draw-
i n g  m i x e d  r e a c t i o n s . 
Supporters of  the ruling al-
liance backed the minister’s 

statement, calling it a reflec-
tion of  governance issues 
under the previous regime. 
On the other hand, YSRCP 
leaders and supporters 
strongly objected to the com-
ment, terming it disrespect-
f u l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y 
motivated.

Political observers note 
that such sharp rhetoric is 
becoming increasingly com-
mon in Andhra Pradesh pol-
itics, especially as parties 
attempt to strengthen their 
positions and influence pub-
lic opinion. Statements like 
these often trigger counter-
attacks, further escalating 
tensions between rival 
groups.While Janardhan 
Reddy did not elaborate in 
detail on his remark, it has 
already added to the ongoing 
narrative battle between the 
current government and op-
position party leaders The 
YSR Congress Party is ex-
pected to respond strongly, 
potentially leading to anoth-
er  round of  pol i t ical 
confrontation.

The latest development 
once again underlines the 
high-voltage nature of  po-
litical discourse in Andhra 
Pradesh, where leaders are 
using strong language and 
symbolic comparisons to 
make their points and rally 
support.

“Jagan’s Life Like a Jungle 
Book” – Minister BC Janardhan 

Reddy’s Sharp Attack

PM Narendra Modi Unveils 
‘World History’ Book by Dr. 

Daggubati Venkateswara Rao

Sharmila Reddy Fires Back at YCP, Raises 
Issues of Banana Farmers in Kadapa

APCRDA Signs Lease Agreement 
for BJP State Office in Amaravati

Congress Declined Due to 
 Discrimination Under Jagan: Jeevan Reddy
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S
enior Congress leader 
Jeevan Reddy alleged 
that the party’s decline 
in Andhra Pradesh was 
largely due to discrimi-

nation during the tenure of  
former Chief  Minister Y. S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Speaking on the current 
political situation, Jeevan 
Reddy claimed that unequal 
treatment and lack of  space 
for Congress leaders weak-
ened the party structure in 
the state. He stated that sev-
eral leaders and cadres felt 
sidelined, which eventually 
led to the party losing its 
strength and influence 
among the public.

He further pointed out that 
political developments dur-
ing Jagan’s leadership con-
tributed to the erosion of  
Congress support, as many 
leaders either distanced 
themselves or shifted alle-
giance to other parties. Ac-
cording to him, internal dis-
satisfaction and leadership 

gaps played a major role in 
the party’s downfall.

Jeevan Reddy emphasized 
that rebuilding the Congress 
in Andhra Pradesh requires 
strong leadership, unity 
among party members, and 
reconnecting with grassroots 
workers. He expressed confi-
dence that the party can re-
gain its lost ground with the 
right strategy and renewed 
focus on public issues.

The remarks come at a 
time when political debates 
in Andhra Pradesh are inten-
sifying, with leaders from 
various parties openly criti-
cizing each other. Analysts 
believe such statements re-
flect the ongoing attempts by 
Congress leaders to re-estab-
lish the party’s relevance in 
t h e  s t a t e ’ s  p o l i t i c a l 
landscape.

Jeevan Reddy’s comments 
have sparked discussion in 
political circles, especially 
regarding the reasons behind 
Congress’s decline and the 
future course of  the party in 
Andhra Pradesh.
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F
ormer Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister Y. S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy delivered a 
strong political message, 
stating that people no long-

er need to fear Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu and 
that “those days are gone.”

Speaking to party cadre and 
supporters, Jagan asserted 
that the political environment 
in the state has changed and 
that people are no longer under 
pressure or intimidation. He 
emphasized that citizens today 
are more aware and confident, 

encouraging them to stand 
firm and voice their opinions 
without fear.

Jagan’s remarks are seen as 
a direct response to the ruling 
leadership, as he continues to 
position himself  as a leader 
fighting for public issues and 
welfare. He urged his support-
ers to remain courageous and 
united, highlighting that poli-
tics should be driven by peo-
ple’s concerns rather than fear.

The statement has gained 
significant attention in politi-
cal circles, coming at a time 
when the rivalry between the 
ruling alliance and the opposi-
tion remains intense. Observ-

ers believe that such remarks 
are aimed at boosting the mo-
rale of  party workers and 
strengthening grassroots sup-
port.Supporters of  Jagan wel-
comed his comments, viewing 
them as a call for confidence 
and resilience. Meanwhile, 
leaders from the ruling side 
are expected to respond, which 
could further escalate the on-
going political exchanges in 
the state.The latest statement 
once again reflects the continu-
ing political rivalry between 
Jagan and Chandrababu 
Naidu,  kee ping  Andhra 
Pradesh politics charged and 
closely watched.

Don’t Be Afraid of Chandrababu… Those 
Days Are Gone”: Jagan’s Strong Message
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O
n the occasion of  Purple 
Day, Aster Ramesh Hospi-
tals highlighted the life-
changing potential of  epi-
lepsy surgery, urging 

greater awareness about ad-
vanced treatment options for 
individuals suffering from un-
controlled seizures.

Epilepsy is one of  the most 
prevalent neurological condi-
tions worldwide, marked by re-
current seizures caused by ab-
normal electrical activity in 
the brain. While nearly 70% of  
patients achieve effective sei-
zure control with medication, 
about 30% continue to struggle 
despite proper treatment. This 
condition, known as drug-re-
sistant epilepsy, can severely 
impact a patient’s quality of  
life.

Addressing this issue, Dr. 
Harini Pavuluri emphasized 
the importance of  early evalu-
ation and awareness. She noted 
that many patients and their 
families remain unaware that 
epilepsy surgery is a safe and 
highly effective option. Accord-
ing to her, patients who do not 
respond to medications should 

be referred to specialized epi-
lepsy centers for detailed 
assessment.

Uncontrolled seizures can 
disrupt every aspect of  life—
from education and employ-
ment to personal safety and 
mental health. In children, the 
consequences can be even 
more severe, affecting brain de-
velopment and cognitive abili-
ties. Timely intervention is 
therefore crucial.

Epilepsy surgery involves 
identifying and treating the 
specific area of  the brain re-
sponsible for seizures, known 
as the seizure focus. With the 
help of  advanced diagnostic 
tools such as video EEG, MRI 
scans, functional imaging, and 
neuropsychological testing, 

doctors can accurately deter-
mine whether a patient is suit-
able for surgery. These technol-
ogies ensure both precision 
and safety during the proce-
dure.Experts highlight that 
epilepsy surgery has shown 
remarkable success rates, par-
ticularly in cases like temporal 
lobe epilepsy. Studies suggest 
that up to 70% of  patients can 
become completely seizure-
free after surgery, while many 
others experience a significant 
reduction in seizure frequency. 
Moreover, modern surgical 
techniques have greatly mini-
mized risks, making the proce-
dure safer than ever before.

Despite these benefits, epi-
lepsy surgery remains underu-
tilized, with only a small per-
centage of  eligible patients 
undergoing the procedure. 
Lack of  awareness and delayed 
referrals are the primary rea-
sons behind this gap.

On this Purple Day, Aster 
Ramesh Hospitals calls for in-
creased awareness, early diag-
nosis, and timely treatment. By 
overcoming stigma and em-
bracing medical advance-
ments, patients with epilepsy 
can lead safer, more independ-
ent, and fulfilling lives.
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K
BN College, one of  the 
most reputed educational 
institutions in the city, cel-
ebrated its 61st Annual 
Day with great enthusi-

asm and grandeur on Wednes-
day evening. The event wit-
nessed the  presence  of  
distinguished guests, manage-
ment members, faculty, and 
students, creating a vibrant 
and celebratory atmosphere.

The  program was formally 
inaugurated with the lighting 
of  the ceremonial lamp by Sai 
Silks Kalamandir Limited 
Managing Director, Ch. Naga 
Kanaka Durga Prasad. Ad-
dressing the gathering, he 
praised the college for its re-
markable contribution to the 
field of  education. He empha-

sized that today’s generation is 
equipped with advanced tech-
nological knowledge, but it is 
equally important to balance 
personal life and professional 
growth. Encouraging students, 
he said that with patience and 

perseverance, nothing is im-
possible and they should strive 
to achieve great heights.

President and Secretary of  
SKPVV Hindu High Schools 
Committee, Thommandru Se-
shayya and Gopisetti Mal-

layya, highlighted the institu-
tion’s six-decade-long journey 
of  excellence. They noted that 
KBN College, which began in 
1964 with limited resources, 
has now grown into a prestig-
ious institution that has 
shaped the lives of  lakhs of  
students over the years.

College President Usirika 
Umamaheswara Rao and Sec-
retary Dr. Thoonikuntla Srini-
vasu stated that the institution 
has been committed to provid-
ing quality education, especial-
ly to students from economi-
cally weaker sections. With the 
motto “Development through 
Education,” the college has 
produced numerous profes-
sionals, including doctors, en-
gineers, teachers, administra-
tors, and social workers, 
contributing significantly to 

society.Administrative Officer 
of  SKPVV Hindu High Schools 
Committee, Dr. V. Narayana 
Rao, described KBN College as 
a unique institution achieving 
over 90 percent placements 
across the state. College Princi-
pal Dr. G. Krishnaveni present-
ed the annual report, outlining 
the institution’s achievements 
over the past year.On this occa-
sion, prizes were distributed to 
students who excelled in vari-
ous activities such as NCC, 
NSS, sports, Red Ribbon Club, 
debating, and quizzes. The cul-
tural programs performed by 
students added color to the cel-
ebrations and were well appre-
ciated by the audience.The 
event concluded on a high note, 
inspiring students to pursue 
their dreams with determina-
tion and resilience.
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E
mphasizing the need to 
transform women from 
homemakers into success-
ful entrepreneurs, NTR 
District Collector Lakshmi 

Sha highlighted the govern-
ment’s commitment to promot-
ing women-led businesses. She 
was speaking as the chief  guest 
at the “Womenhood” program 
organized by the FICCI FLO Vi-
jayawada Chapter at a city 
hotel.

The Collector stated that spe-
cial measures are being taken 
by the district administration 
to encourage women, particu-
larly those from rural self-help 
groups, to step into entrepre-
neurship. Under the concept of  
“One Family – One Entrepre-
neur,” priority is being given to 
women to ensure financial in-
dependence and sustainable 
livelihoods. Referring to NITI 
Aayog statistics, she noted that 
while the number of  women 
entrepreneurs in India needs 
improvement, Andhra Pradesh 
is showing encouraging pro-
gress in this direction.

To further support this ini-
tiative, Lakshmi Sha an-
nounced the establishment of  
‘RISE’ (Rural Incubation for 
Start-up and Entrepreneur-
ship) Centres aimed at nurtur-
ing the creative potential of  
rural women. She explained 
that these centres would pro-
vide comprehensive support to 
aspiring entrepreneurs, even 
those without prior experi-
ence. Women with innovative 
ideas can approach these cen-
tres and receive training, mar-

keting guidance, and technical 
assistance to turn their con-
cepts into successful ventures.

The Collector also revealed 
that funds worth Rs. 1.5 crore 
have been sanctioned by NITI 
Aayog for this project, and 
plans are underway to expand 
these centres across the dis-
trict. She expressed confidence 
that with the support of  organ-
izations like FICCI FLO, Vi-
jayawada can emerge as a hub 
for women entrepreneurs in 
the near future.Former Treas-
urer of  Inner Wheel Interna-
tional, Sarita Lunani, speaking 
on the occasion, praised the 
multifaceted capabilities of  
women. She stated that women 
have played a vital role in the 
evolution of  society from an-
cient to modern times. High-
lighting examples from Indian 
tradition, she pointed out that 
divine pairs such as Shiva-Par-
vati, Rama-Sita, and Vishnu-
Lakshmi symbolize the impor-
tance of  feminine strength. 
While men contribute signifi-
cantly to earning and family 
support, she remarked that the 
diverse roles performed by 
women are unparalleled.

FICCI FLO Vijayawada 
Chapter Chairperson Amrita 
Kumar also addressed the gath-
ering, reiterating the organiza-
tion’s commitment to women’s 
development and social pro-
gress.The event concluded 
with the felicitation of  women 
achievers from various fields 
by Collector Lakshmi Sha. Sev-
eral dignitaries, including Su-
prita, Supriya Malineni, Deep-
ti Chalasani, Tulaja, and Durga 
S o u j a nya ,  at t e n d e d  t h e 
program.
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A
ctor Sharwanand visited 
the famous Kanaka Dur-
ga Temple on Wednesday 
as part of  the promotion-
al activities for his up-

coming film Biker. The visit 
comes ahead of  the movie’s 
theatrical release scheduled 
for April 3.

Sharwanand, accompanied 
by the film’s lead actress Mala-
vika Nair and members of  the 
movie unit, offered special 
prayers to Goddess Kanaka 
Durga seeking blessings for the 
grand success of  the film. The 
team performed rituals at the 
temple in the early hours, 
drawing the attention of  fans 
and devotees present at the 
temple premises.

The visit created a buzz 
among movie enthusiasts and 
devotees, as several fans gath-
ered to catch a glimpse of  the 

actor and his team. Sharwa-
nand interacted briefly with 
fans and expressed his grati-
tude for their continuous sup-

port. The temple authorities 
facilitated the  arrangements, 
ensuring a smooth and peace-
ful experience for the film 

team.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sharwanand said that 
visiting the temple before the 
release of  his films has been a 
personal tradition. He ex-
pressed confidence in “Biker,” 
stating that the film has shaped 
up well and that the entire 
team has put in tremendous ef-
fort. He also mentioned that he 
hopes the audience will con-
nect with the story and appre-
ciate the performances.

Actress Malavika Nair also 
shared her excitement about 
the project and said she felt 
blessed to visit the temple 
ahead of  the film’s release. She 
expressed hope that the audi-
ence would receive the film 
positively and support the 
team’s hard work.“Biker” is 
said to be a youthful entertain-
er with a mix of  action, emo-
tions, and engaging storytell-
ing. The film has already 
generated considerable inter-
est among audiences with its 

teaser and promotional con-
tent. The makers are actively 
promoting the movie across 
various cities to reach a wider 
audience before its release.

The sentiment associated with 
the Kanaka Durga Temple is 
well known, as many film per-
sonalities visit the shrine seek-
ing divine blessings before the 
release of  their projects. Shar-
wanand’s visit continues this 
tradition, reflecting the strong 
cultural and spiritual connec-
tion within the film industry.
With positive expectations sur-
rounding “Biker,” fans are ea-
gerly waiting to see how the film 
performs at the box office. As the 
release date approaches, the pro-
motional activities are expected 
to intensify, further building an-
ticipation among cinema lovers.
The team concluded their temple 
visit on a hopeful note, praying 
for success and audience appre-
ciation for their upcoming 
venture.

Amaravathi 24.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau: 

K
rishna District Coopera-
tive Central Bank (KDC-
CB) Chairman Nettem 
Raghuram attended the 
general body meeting of  

the Krishna Farmers Coopera-
tive Society held at its premis-
es in Jaggayyapeta on Wednes-
day. On this occasion, he 
formally inaugurated the new-
ly modernized society building 
and appreciated the efforts 
taken to upgrade facilities for 
farmers.

After inspecting the renovat-
ed infrastructure, Raghuram 
lauded the society’s initiative 
to enhance services through 
modernization. He particular-
ly commended Society Chair-
man Yanala Gopichand for ef-
fectively implementing the 
development  works  and 
strengthening the institution’s 
functioning.

During the meeting, divi-
dends amounting to ₹49,27,420 
were distributed to 2,926 mem-
bers for the financial years 
2021–22, 2022–23, and 2023–24. 
The society’s audit report was 
also approved, reflecting 
steady financial growth. Chair-
man Gopichand stated that the 
society has been progressing 
on a strong financial path, en-
suring better returns and ser-
vices to its members.

Addressing the gathering, 
Raghuram revealed that the so-
ciety recorded profits of  ₹1.36 
crore during the 2025–26 finan-
cial year. He further noted that 
deposits exceeding ₹9 crore 
have been mobilized, while 
loan operations have expanded 
to over ₹45 crore. He appreciat-
ed the management and staff  
for their efficient administra-
tion and commitment to farm-
ers’ welfare.

Highlighting farmer-centric 

initiatives, he said that timely 
loan repayments are being in-
centivized with interest subsi-
dies. Additionally, insurance 
coverage of  up to ₹1 lakh is be-
ing provided to families of  
farmers in case of  natural 
death, and up to ₹2 lakh in cases 
of  accidental death through 
KDCCB. He also announced a 
significant increase in the in-
terest waiver limit—from ₹1 
lakh to ₹3 lakh—wherein the 
bank and the society will share 
the burden in a 60:40 ratio for 
farmers who repay the princi-
pal amount.

Raghuram reiterated that 
the state government remains 
committed to farmers’ welfare 
through various schemes, in-
cluding “Annadata Sukhib-
hava.” He encouraged farmers 
to adopt modern agricultural 
techniques, focus on demand-
based crops, optimize water us-
age, and explore food process-
ing units to enhance their 
income.

He also mentioned that dur-
ing the 2025 reorganization, 
the Gandrai society was 
merged with Muktyala Coop-
erative Society. However, based 
on members’ requests, a reso-
lution seeking its separation 
has been passed in the general 
body meeting and forwarded to 
the government.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing AMC Chairperson Mallela 
Seethamma, PACS Presidents 
Mullangi Ramakrishna Reddy, 
Katta Venkata Narasimha Rao, 
and others, along with farmer 
representatives and members 
from 13 villages, attended the 
event.

Society leaders affirmed 
their commitment to further 
modernize the cooperative and 
deliver quality services to 
farmers under the leadership 
of  Nettem Raghuram through 
KDCCB.

Amaravathi 24.03.2026 
TPN Bureau: 

A
n extensive awareness 
seminar on Udyam Reg-
istration and the Prime 
Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme 

(PMEGP) was successfully 
conducted on Wednesday at 
the MEPMA office in Jag-
gayyapeta. The programme 
was organized by the District 
Industries Centre as part of  
the Central Government’s 
Raising and Accelerating 
MSME Performance (RAMP) 
initiative, aimed at strength-
ening micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs).

The seminar witnessed ac-
tive participation from 105 at-
tendees, including women en-
trepreneurs, members of  
self-help groups (SHGs), and 

small-scale business owners. 
The primary objective of  the 
session was to educate aspir-
ing and existing entrepre-
neurs about various govern-
ment schemes, financial 
assistance, and the process of  
formalizing their enterprises 
through Udyam registration.

During the programme, of-
ficials provided a detailed 
demonstration of  the Udyam 
portal registration process, 
enabling participants to gain 
practical knowledge on how 
to register their businesses 
online. This registration is 
crucial as it opens doors to 
numerous benefits such as 
easier access to credit, subsi-
dies, and government support 
schemes.

Industrial Promotion Of-
ficer N.V. Satyanarayana ad-

dressed the gathering and 
elaborated on the benefits of  
the PMEGP scheme. He ex-
plained that individuals look-
ing to establish new business-
es  can avai l  f inancial 
assistance under this flagship 
programme. According to 
him, loans of  up to ₹50 lakh 
are available for manufactur-
ing enterprises, while service 
sector ventures can receive 
up to ₹20 lakh. He further 
highlighted that women en-
trepreneurs and individuals 
belonging to special catego-
ries are eligible for subsidies 
of  up to 35 percent in rural 
areas, significantly reducing 
their financial burden.

MEPMA Project Director 
Muralikrishna Prasad em-
phasized the importance of  
Udyam registration in ena-

bling entrepreneurs to access 
collateral-free loans from 
banks. He urged women to 
take full advantage of  such 
government initiatives to 
achieve financial independ-
ence and contribute to eco-
nomic growth. He also noted 
that self-employment not only 
improves personal liveli-
hoods but also creates addi-
tional job opportunities in 
society.

Speakers at the event 
stressed that empowering 
women through entrepre-
neurship is key to achieving 
inclusive development. They 
encouraged participants to 
come forward with innova-
tive ideas and utilize availa-
ble institutional support to 
establish sustainable busi-
ness ventures.

The seminar also served as 
a platform to inspire confi-
dence among rural women, 
helping them overcome hesi-
tation and step into the world 
of  entrepreneurship. By pro-

viding the right mix of  aware-
ness, training, and financial 
support, such initiatives aim 
to transform local economies 
and uplift communities.

The event was attended by 

TLF President Shaik Naji-
moon, MEPMA officials Sud-
harani and A. Suguna, and 
coordinators A. Venkat and J. 
Prasad, along with several 
other participants.

Awareness Seminar on Udyam, PMEGP Schemes Held in Jaggayyapeta

Sharwanand Visits Kanaka Durga Temple in Vijayawada Ahead of “Biker” Release

‘RISE’ Centres to Empower 
Women Entrepreneurs: NTR 
District Collector Lakshmi Sha

Students Urged to Aim High with Patience at KBN College 61st Annual Day Celebrations

Breaking the Silence: How Epilepsy  
Surgery is Transforming Lives on Purple Day

KCC Bank Chairman Nettem Raghuram 
Attends Krishna Farmers Cooperative 

Society Meeting in Jaggayyapeta
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Nellore, March 25 TPN 
Bureau: 

D
istrict Collector Himan-
shu Shukla has directed 
officials to ensure fool-
proof  arrangements for 
the upcoming visit of  

Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu to Vinjamuru in Nel-
lore district.

On Wednesday, the Collector, 
along with Udayagiri MLA Ka-
karla Suresh, inspected vari-
ous sites in Vinjamuru to re-
view the preparations. The 
officials visited the Vinjamuru 
bypass road where a helipad is 
being set up for the Chief  Min-
ister’s arrival. They also exam-
ined the ongoing moderniza-
tion works of  the Vinjamuru 
tank and the arrangements be-
ing made for the public meet-
ing venue.

During the inspection, Col-
lector Himanshu Shukla em-
phasized that all departments 
must carry out their assigned 
responsibilities efficiently and 
in a time-bound manner. He in-
structed officials to maintain 
close coordination to ensure 
that the Chief  Minister’s visit 
proceeds smoothly without 
any inconvenience. Special fo-
cus was laid on safety meas-
ures, infrastructure readiness, 
and crowd management.

The Collector also reviewed 
the progress of  development 
works that are expected to be 
showcased during the Chief  
Minister’s visit. He suggested 
improvements wherever neces-
sary and asked officials to ad-
here strictly to quality stand-
ards while completing the 
arrangements.

Officials from various de-

partments briefed the Collec-
tor on the status of  works un-
d e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e 
jurisdictions. The Collector 
expressed satisfaction over the 
progress but urged them to re-
main vigilant and ensure that 
all pending works are complet-
ed well in advance.

Revenue Divisional Officer 
Pavani, DRDA and DWAMA 
Project Directors Nagaraja Ku-
mari and Ganga Bhavani, Elec-
tricity Department SE Raghav-
endran, and other officials 
from different departments ac-
companied the Collector dur-
ing the inspection.

The district administration 
is making comprehensive ar-
rangements to ensure a suc-
cessful and well-coordinated 
visit of  the Chief  Minister to 
Vinjamuru.

Nellore 25 .03.2026 TPN 
Bureau:

A 
district-level meeting of  
the National Coordina-
tion Committee on Drug 
L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t 
(NCORD) was conducted 

at the Collectorate Hall in Nel-
lore under the supervision of  
Himanshu Shukla, District 
Collector, and chaired by Su-
perintendent of  Police Dr. Aji-
tha Vejendla. The meeting was 
organized by the district police 
department to review and 
strengthen measures aimed at 
controlling drug abuse and 
trafficking.

Addressing the officials, Col-
lector Himanshu Shukla em-
phasized the need for a com-
prehensive action plan to curb 

drug menace in the district. He 
stressed that coordinated ef-
forts among all departments 
are essential for effective im-
plementation of  anti-drug 
strategies. He called upon of-
ficials to work collectively to 
ensure strict monitoring and 
enforcement.

SP Dr. Ajitha Vejendla high-
lighted three key focus areas 
in tackling drug-related is-
sues—Supply Reduction, De-
mand Reduction, and Aware-
ness & Rehabilitation. She 
underlined the importance of  
identifying the entire drug 
supply chain and taking strin-
gent action to dismantle it 
completely. She also stressed 
that enforcement alone is not 
sufficient, and awareness and 
rehabilitation must go hand in 
hand.

Additional SP Ch. Soujanya 
and EAGLE Additional SP 
Swaroopa Rani presented de-
tailed reports on the current 
situation and ongoing initia-
tives. They explained that 
awareness programs are being 
conducted in schools, colleges, 
and hostels to educate youth 
about the dangers of  drug 
abuse. Formation of  village-
level committees is also help-
ing in spreading awareness 
and strengthening grassroots 
vigilance.

Several key decisions were 
taken during the meeting to in-
tensify anti-drug operations. 
These include strengthening 
inter-departmental coordina-
tion, enforcing strict checks on 
the entry and distribution of  
narcotic substances, and con-
ducting cordon and search op-

erations in suspected areas. 
Authorities also decided to 
tighten vehicle inspections at 
entry and exit points across 
the district.

Special emphasis was placed 
on surveillance through 
drones in forest areas and 
strict inspection of  containers 
in port regions. Mandatory 
checking along roadways, rail-
ways, and sea routes was also 
discussed. Officials highlight-
ed the need for increased vigi-
lance on interstate smuggling 
routes, particularly those con-
nected to Visakhapatnam.

The meeting also resolved to 
take strict action against of-
fenders under the NDPS Act 
and to completely dismantle 
drug networks operating in 
the region. Expanding aware-
ness campaigns in educational 

institutions and promoting 
anti-drug messaging through 
local media were identified as 
crucial steps. Regular inspec-
tions and monitoring will be 
carried out to curb drug distri-
bution effectively.

The meeting was attended 

by Joint Collector Mogili Ven-
kateswarlu, SDPO Rural Ghat-
tamaneni Srinivasa Rao, 
DM&HO Dr. Sujatha, along 
with officials from various de-
partments including Social 
Welfare, Education, Forest, 
Agriculture, Commercial Tax-

es, Indian Coast Guard, Intel-
ligence, Drug Control, and 
port authorities.

Officials reaffirmed their 
commitment to making Nel-
lore a drug-free district 
through coordinated and sus-
tained efforts.

Tirumala 25.03.2026 TPN 
Bureau: 

T
irupati District Police re-
ported a significant devel-
opment on March 25, 2026, 
as the POCSO Court deliv-
ered its verdict in a case 

involving inappropriate behav-
ior towards a minor girl. The 
incident, which dates back to 
2021, occurred in Thada Man-
dal’s Thada Kandriga village 
under the jurisdiction of  Tha-
da Police Station.

According to official sourc-
es, two accused individuals 
were found guilty in connec-
tion with the case. The court, 
while emphasizing the serious-
ness of  crimes against chil-
dren, imposed strict punish-
ment on the main accused. 
Anand Hemendra Kalyan (A1), 
aged 25, was sentenced to three 
years of  imprisonment along 
with a fine of  ₹8,200. The sec-
ond accused, M. Lokesh (A2), 
also aged 25, was fined ₹3,200.

The case was investigated 
thoroughly, with strong evi-

dence presented before the 
court. The investigation was 
initially carried out by then 
Sub-Inspector JP Srinivasa 
Reddy, who filed the charge 
sheet based on concrete proof. 
Later, under the supervision of  
Nayudupeta DSP G. Chenchu 
Babu and CI M. Murali Krish-
na, the case was closely moni-
tored to ensure a fair and 
speedy trial. SI K. Kondapa 
Naidu played a key role in fol-
lowing the Good Trial Monitor-
ing system and presenting the 
case effectively in court.

Tirupati District Superin-
tendent of  Police, L. Subbaray-
udu, IPS, stated that the police 
department is committed to 
ensuring the safety and protec-
tion of  children. He empha-
sized that strict action will con-
tinue against those involved in 
crimes against minors and 
urged the public to cooperate 
with law enforcement agen-
cies.This verdict highlights the 
judiciary’s firm stance on pro-
tecting children and sends a 
strong message against offens-
es under the POCSO Act

Tirupati, March 25, 2026 
TPN Bureau 

T
irumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Joint 
Executive Of ficer  V. 
Veerabrahmam reviewed 
the arrangements for the 

upcoming visit of  Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu to 
Ontimitta. The Chief  Minister 
is scheduled to attend the Sri 
Sita Rama Kalyanam on April 
1, as part of  the annual Brah-
motsavam celebrations at the 
Sri Kodandarama Swamy 
Temple.

The review was conducted 
along with District SP Na-
chiket Vishwanath and CVSO 
Murali Krishna. Officials in-
spected key locations, includ-
ing the temple premises and 
the Kalyana Vedika, to ensure 
smooth arrangements for the 
high-profile visit.

During the inspection, offi-
cials reviewed the Chief  Minis-
ter’s convoy trial run, accom-
modation arrangements at the 

TTD guest house, temple darsh 
plans, and Vedic blessing . 
They also examined the barri-
cading, gallery setup for devo-
tees, and annaprasadam coun-
ters arranged for the large 
number of  pilgrims expected 
during the program 

Speaking at the review meet-

ing, JEO Veerabrahmam stat-
ed that around 50,000 to 60,000 
devotees are expected to attend 
the celebrations on the occa-
sion of  Sri Rama Navami. He 
directed officials to ensure the 
distribution of  quality annap-
rasadam to all devotees. Addi-
tionally, he instructed that tra-

ditional offerings such as 
panakam and vadapappu must 
be provided without fail.

To tackle the summer heat, 
officials were advised to ar-
range continuous water sprin-
kling in the temple premises 
and ensure adequate drinking 
water facilities. The JEO also 
directed that water bottles be 
distributed to devotees visiting 
the Kalyana Vedika to avoid 
inconvenience.

District SP Nachiket Vishwa-
nath stated that nearly 3,000 
police personnel will be de-
ployed to ensure tight security 
arrangements. He assured that 
proper traffic and parking 
management systems are be-
ing put in place to avoid con-
gestion and ensure a smooth 
flow of  devotees.

The review meeting was at-
tended by TTD CE T.V. 
Satyanarayana, SE Manohar-
am, SE (Electrical) Ven-
kateswarlu, Deputy EOs A. 
Prashanti and A. Shiva Prasad, 
along with other leader

East Godavari 25 03.2026  
TPN Bureau 

The Polavaram Project, a 
lifeline initiative for the people 
of  Andhra Pradesh, has re-
ceived a renewed push from 
the Central Government to ac-
celerate its progress. Union 
Ministry of  Jal Shakti Secre-
tary V.L. Kantha Rao visited 
the project site on Wednesday 
and conducted a detailed re-
view of  the ongoing works. He 
issued firm instructions to of-
ficials to increase the pace of  
construction without compro-
mising on quality.

Spending nearly five hours 
at the site, Kantha Rao inspect-
ed key structural components, 
including the buttress dam, 
diaphragm wall gaps, and criti-
cal zones such as D-Hill and G-
Hill. He emphasized that ad-
herence to timelines is crucial 
and warned that even minor 
delays could impact the overall 
completion schedule of  the 
project.

A comprehensive review 
meeting was held with project 
officials, including CEOs Yo-
gesh Paithankar and Sanjeev 
Vohra, along with PPA Chief  
Engineer K. Ramesh. Discus-
sions focused on the progress 
achieved so far, challenges 
faced, and the roadmap ahead. 
Officials were directed to set 

daily targets and ensure their 
strict implementation to main-
tain momentum.

Kantha Rao stressed the im-
portance of  meeting the June 
2027 deadline announced by 
Chief  Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu. He sought clarity on 
the action plan designed to 
meet this target and advised 
necessary adjustments wher-
ever required.

Assuring full support from 
the Centre, he stated that ap-
provals related to design and 
other technical aspects would 
be expedited. He also noted 
that the relocation of  the PPA 
office to Rajamahendravaram 
has improved coordination, 
e n a b l i n g  q u i c k e r 
decision-making.

The Secretary also reviewed 
the Polavaram Hydroelectric 

Project, where officials in-
formed that power generation 
units are progressing in paral-
lel and are expected to be ready 
by January 2028.

Overall, the visit under-
scored the Centre’s commit-
ment to ensuring that the Pola-
varam Project is completed 
within the stipulated timeline, 
with equal focus on speed and 
quality.

NCORD Meeting Held in Nellore to Strengthen Anti-Drug Measur

TTD JEO Reviews Arrangements for  
Chief Minister’s Visit to Ontimitta Brahmotsavam

Polavaram Project Gains Momentum; 
Centre Issues Strict Deadline Directions

Strict Punishment in Minor Assault Case: POCSO 
Court Delivers Justice in Tirupati District

Collector Reviews Arrangements for Chief Minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu’s Visit to Vinjamuru

 major fire accident occurred 
at a steel plant in Orvakal, lo-
cated in Kurnool district of  
Andhra Pradesh, creating pan-

ic among workers and nearby 
residents. The incident took 
place on the factory premises 
during working hours, leading 
to thick plumes of  smoke billow-
ing into the sky and raising con-
cerns over safety and damage.

According to initial reports, 
the fire is suspected to have orig-
inated in one of  the key produc-
tion units of  the plant. Within 
minutes, the flames spread rap-
idly due to the presence of  high-

ly flammable materials used in 
the steel manufacturing process. 
Workers on site immediately 
alerted authorities and attempt-
ed to control the situation using 
available fire safety equipment.

Fire department personnel 
rushed to the spot soon after re-
ceiving information and began 
intensive firefighting opera-
tions. Multiple fire engines were 
deployed to contain the blaze 
and prevent it from spreading to 
other sections of  the plant. Offi-
cials stated that the situation 
was brought under control after 
several hours of  continuous 
efforts.

Fortunately, no major casual-
ties have been reported so far. 
However, a few workers are said 
to have suffered minor injuries 
due to smoke inhalation and 
were provided medical assis-
tance. As a precautionary meas-
ure, authorities evacuated work-
ers from nearby units to ensure 
their safety.

Preliminary assessments sug-
gest that the fire caused signifi-
cant damage to machinery and 
infrastructure within the affect-
ed unit. The exact extent of  fi-
nancial loss is yet to be deter-
mined. Experts are currently 
inspecting the site to identify the 

cause of  the accident and evalu-
ate safety lapses, if  any.

Officials suspect that an elec-
trical short circuit or overheat-
ing of  equipment might have 
triggered the fire, though a de-
tailed investigation is underway. 
The management of  the steel 
plant has assured full coopera-
tion with authorities and stated 
that all necessary measures will 
be taken to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

Local authorities have urged 
industries in the region to strict-
ly adhere to fire safety norms 
and conduct regular inspections 
to avoid similar accidents.

Fire Breaks Out at Steel Plant in Orvakal
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Tirupati, March 25, 2026:

T
he annual Brahmotsa-
vams of  Sri Kodandara-
ma Swamy in Tirupati 
concluded on a spiritu-
ally vibrant note with 

the grand Chakrasnanam 
ceremony at Kapilatheer-
tham on Wednesday morn-
ing. A large number of  devo-
tees gathered to witness the 
sacred ritual and took holy 
dips in the temple tank, mark-
ing the auspicious finale of  
the celebrations.

The began early in the 
morning with the procession 
of  Sri Sita Rama Lakshmana 
Swamy to Kapilatheertham 
in a traditional palanquin at 
around 7:30 AM. This was fol-
lowed by the Snapana Tiru-
manjanam ritual, performed 
between 9:00 AM and 10:30 
AM at the mandapam of  Sri 
Venugopala Swamy temple, 
where the deities were cere-
monially bathed.

During the rituals, the Ut-
sava Murtis, along with 

Chakrattalvar, were offered 
sacred ablutions with milk, 
curd, coconut water, turmer-
ic, and sandalwood paste, 
amidst Vedic chants. The 
priests then conducted the 
Chakrasnanam as per temple 
traditions, invoking divine 
blessings for all devotees.

Later, at around 11:00 AM, 
the deities were taken in a 
procession from Alwar 

Theertham to P.R. Thota. In 
the evening, the procession 
will return to the main tem-
ple, passing through impor-
tant streets including Teer-
t h a k a t t a  S t r e e t , 
Kotakommalu Street, and 
Kothaveedhi. Rituals will also 
be held at Sri Anjaneya Swa-
my Temple and Sri Vaikhana-
sacharya Temple en route.

The Brahmotsavams will 

formally conclude with the 
Dwajavarohanam ceremony 
scheduled between 8:30 PM 
and 9:30 PM.

Prominent participants in-
cluded Tirumala Pedda Jee-
yar Swamy, Chinna Jeeyar 
Swamy, Deputy EO Nagarat-
na, Temple Inspector Suresh, 
priests, and a large gathering 
of  devotees, making the event 
a grand spiritual success.

Chakrasnanam Marks Grand Conclusion of Kodandarama 
Swamy Brahmotsavams at Kapilatheertham

Chittoor, March 25 TPN 
Bureau : 

C
hittoor Municipal 
Corporation Commis-
sioner Narasimha 
Prasad on Wednesday 
inspected the TIDCO 

housing units at Pune Pal-
li, which are scheduled to 
be distributed to benefi-
ciaries on March 30. The 
visit was aimed at review-
ing the progress of  con-
struction and ensuring 
that all arrangements are 
in place ahead of  the 

handover.
During the inspection, 

the Commissioner closely 
examined the quality of  
construction and directed 
officials to complete all 
pending works within the 
stipulated time frame 
without compromising 
standards. He emphasized 
that the houses must meet 
quality benchmarks, as 
they are meant to provide 
safe and comfortable living 
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r 
beneficiaries.

Narasimha Prasad also 
stressed the importance of  
providing essential infra-
structure facilities along 
with the housing units. He 
instructed officials to en-
sure the availability of  
drinking water, electricity, 
proper road connectivity, 
and other basic amenities 
before the distribution 
date. He noted that these 
facilities are crucial for the 
overall well-being of  the 
residents and must be com-
pleted in all respects.

Further, the Commis-
sioner reviewed the ar-
rangements for the upcom-
ing distribution and 
directed officials to make 
necessary preparations to 
ensure its smooth and suc-
cessful conduct. He urged 
the to coordinate effective-
ly and address any last-
minute issues promptly.

Officials present during 
the inspection included 
Municipal Health Officer 
Dr. P. Lokesh, Municipal 
Engineer Venkatarami 

Reddy, TIDCO DE Venkata 
Muni, AE Dhananjaya Red-
dy, along with other staff  
members. 

They briefed the Com-
missioner on the current 
status of  the works and as-
sured that all tasks would 
be completed as per sched-
ule.The inspection high-
lights the administration’s 
focus on timely delivery of  
housing projects and com-
mitment to improving ur-
ban living standards in 
Chittoor.

Commissioner Inspects TIDCO Housing Units Ahead of Distribution in Chittoor

Tirupati, March 25:

I
n view of  rising tempera-
tures and the approaching 
summer season, Municipal 
Commissioner N. Mourya 
has directed officials to take 

comprehensive measures to 
ensure public safety and com-
fort. During a review meeting 
held on Wednesday with engi-
neering and health department 
officials, the Commissioner 
emphasized the need for proac-
tive arrangements to protect 
citizens from heat-related 
issues.

He instructed officials to set 
up chalivendras (water kiosks) 
across key locations in the city 
by Saturday. These kiosks will 
provide safe drinking water 
and buttermilk to help people 
stay hydrated. Mourya also di-
rected that shades be installed 
at major traffic junctions and 

signals to offer relief  to pedes-
trians and motorists from ex-
treme heat.Special focus was 
laid on sanitation workers, 
with instructions to ensure 
that  muster  points  are 
equipped with drinking water 
and essential facilities. The 
Commissioner also encour-
aged collaboration with donors 
to set up additional cooling ar-
rangements across the city.To 
mitigate the impact of  heat-
waves, Mourya called for the 
establishment of  a Command 
Control Centre to monitor tem-
perature levels and provide 
timely assistance to citizens. 
He also stressed increasing 
greenery in urban areas to re-
duce heat intensity.

In addition, arrangements 
will be made to provide water 
for birds and food points for 
stray animals, reflecting a ho-

listic approach to summer 
preparedness.

The Commissioner urged 
citizens to remain cautious 
and follow safety measures, in-
cluding wearing light cotton 
clothing, staying hydrated, and 
avoiding outdoor activities 
during peak afternoon hours. 
Special care was advised for 
the elderly and those with 
health conditions.The meeting 
was attended by Trainee Col-
lector Raghuvanshi, Addition-
al Commissioner Sharada 
Devi, Deputy Commissioner 
Amarayya, Superintendent 
Engineer Shyam Sundar, 
Health Officer Dr. Yuva An-
vesh, Manager Hasim, and oth-
er officials.These initiatives 
highlight the administration’s 
commitment to minimizing the 
impact of  extreme summer 
conditions in Tirupati..

Tallarevu, March 25 TPN 
Bureau:

S
tate Labour Minister 
Vasanamsetti Subhash re-
affirmed the coalition 
government’s commit-
ment to the welfare and 

empowerment of  Backward 
Classes (BCs). He was speaking 
at an event held in Tallarevu of  
Tallarevu Mandal in Mum-
midivaram constituency, 
where autos were distributed 
to beneficiaries belonging to 
the BC community through the 
Fisheries Department.

As part of  the initiative, each 
beneficiary received an auto 

worth approximately ₹3 lakh, 
aimed at providing sustainable 
livelihood opportunities and 
improving their economic con-
ditions. Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister stated that 
the coalition government has 
been giving top priority to the 
development and welfare of  BC 
communities.

He further added that efforts 
are being made to facilitate 
loans through the BC Corpora-
tion, ensuring that eligible 
beneficiaries receive financial 
assistance to become self-reli-
ant. The is focused on creating 
employment opportunities and 
supporting small-scale entre-

preneurs among BC communi-
ties, he noted.

Minister Subhash empha-
sized that such welfare pro-
grams are part of  a broader vi-
sion to uplift marginalized 
sections and provide them 
with better livelihood pros-
pects. He assured that the gov-
ernment would continue to in-
troduce more schemes aimed 
at the socio-economic develop-
ment of  BCs. The event was at-
tended by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
Konaseema district Telugu De-
sam Party President Guttula 
Sai, along with NDA coalition 
leaders, party workers, and lo-
cal officials.

Chittoor District, March 25:

G
overnment Whip and 
Gang adhara Nellore 
MLA Dr. V.M. Thomas 
participated as the chief  
guest in the Public Griev-

ance Redressal System (PGRS) 
program held on Wednesday at 
Midhinatham village of  Nar-
asimhapuram Panchayat in 
Palasamudram Mandal.

During the, the MLA directly 
interacted with local residents 
and received petitions regard-
ing various civic and welfare-
related issues. People from dif-
ferent sections of  the village 
brought forward their con-
cerns, ranging from basic in-
frastructure needs to welfare 
scheme implementation.

Dr. Thomas listened to each 
grievance and assured the that 
their problems would be ad-
dressed on priority. He direct-
ed the concerned to take imme-
diate action on the issues 
raised and ensure timely reso-
lution. Emphasizing respon-
sive governance, he stated that 

such platforms are crucial for 
bridging the gap between the 
administration and the 
public.

The MLA reiterated the 
commitment to resolving effi-
ciently and ensuring that wel-
fare benefits reach the deserv-

ing sections without delay. He 
also encouraged citizens to ac-
tively participate in such pro-
grams and voice their con-
cerns.Officials from various 
departments, along with local 
coalition leaders, attended the 
and briefed the MLA on the 

status of  ongoing development 
works in the region.

The event reflects the con-
tinued efforts to strengthen 
grassroots-level governance 
and provide accessible griev-
ance redressal mechanisms for 
citizens.

A
ndhra Pradesh Agricul-
ture Minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu held a key 
video conference with 
representatives from Sin-

gapore on Wednesday, focusing 
on strengthening global con-
nectivity in agriculture and en-
hancing food security systems. 
The meeting, conducted from 
the Vijayawada camp office, 
covered a wide range of  topics 
including modern agricultural 
practices, supply chain man-
agement, and investment 
opportunities.

During the discussion, the 
Minister highlighted the vast 
potential of  Andhra Pradesh 
in agriculture and emphasized 
the government’s efforts to in-
crease exports, attract invest-
ments, and ensure remunera-
tive prices for farmers. He 
elaborated on initiatives aimed 
at modernizing farming prac-
tices and improving supply 
systems across the state.

Singapore representatives 

shared insights into their food 
security strategies, noting that 
the country imports nearly 80 
percent of  its food require-
ments. They explained their ef-
ficient storage methods, timely 
supply mechanisms, and ad-
vanced logistics management 
systems. The discussion also 
focused on how Singapore uti-
lizes data analysis to design ef-
fective public policies and en-
sure smooth implementation.

Minister Atchannaidu ex-
pressed keen interest in adopt-

ing data-driven policy frame-
works in Andhra Pradesh. 
Both sides discussed the role 
of  public feedback in policy-
making and explored ways to 
incorporate advanced data uti-
l i z a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  i n 
governance.

Special attention was given 
to coastal development, fisher-
ies, and infrastructure en-
hancement along coastal re-
gions. The Minister discussed 
opportunities for adopting Sin-
gapore’s advanced coastal de-

velopment models to strength-
en Andhra Pradesh’s maritime 
and fisheries sectors.

The also covered cold stor-
age management, where both 
parties exchanged ideas on 
preserving food quality, mini-
mizing losses, and implement-
ing modern cold chain sys-
tems. Possibilities for technical 
collaboration in this sector 
were also explored.

The Minister stated that 
such interactions would 
strengthen cooperation, knowl-
edge exchange, and investment 
opportunities between Andhra 
Pradesh and Singapore in the 
agriculture sector. He ex-
pressed confidence that these 
discussions would contribute 
to the modernization of  agri-
culture and improvement of  
supply systems in the state.

Senior officials, including 
Special Chief  Secretary Budi 
Rajasekhar and other, along 
with Singapore delegates, par-
ticipated in the meeting. 

MLA Dr. V.M. Thomas Receives Public Petitions 
at PGRS Program in Gangadhara Nellore

AP Explores Global Agricultural 
Collaboration with Singapor

Coalition Government Committed to BC 
Welfare: Minister Subhash Distributes Autos

Tirupati Gears Up for Summer: 
Commissioner Orders Cooling 

Measures Across City
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LPG Refill Rules Unchanged, Government 
Debunks 45-Day Booking Claims 

The government has clarified 
that there has been no change in 
LPG refill booking rules, dismiss-
ing widespread claims that con-
sumers must now wait 45 days be-
fore booking their next cylinder. 
Officials said the information cir-
culating on social media and in 
some reports is misleading and 
urged people not to panic or en-
gage in unnecessary bookings.
Rumours Trigger Panic Booking

The clarification came after re-
ports suggested that LPG refill 
booking timelines had been re-
vised. Claims circulating online 
stated that beneficiaries under the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
would need to wait 45 days, while 
other consumers with single and 
double cylinders would face longer 
waiting periods.

These claims led to confusion and 
panic among consumers, with many 
rushing to book cylinders in ad-
vance. Authorities said such panic 
booking could disrupt supply chains 
and create artificial shortages. 
Government Says No Change In 
Rules

The Centre clarified that the 
LPG refill booking system remains 
unchanged. Officials said there is 
adequate stock available and con-
sumers will continue to receive 
cylinders as per existing norms.

The government also emphasised 
that no new restrictions have been 
introduced regarding refill time-
lines. Consumers were advised not 
to believe unverified information 
being circulated online. 
Appeal To Avoid Panic Buying

Authorities urged citizens to 
avoid panic booking and hoarding 

of  LPG cylinders. Officials said 
panic buying could create pres-
sure on the distribution system 
and lead to unnecessary delays in 
deliveries.

Oil marketing companies also 
reassured consumers that supply 
remains stable and there is no 
need for concern. The government 
said it is closely monitoring the 
situation and taking steps to en-
sure uninterrupted supply across 
the country. 
Background: Earlier Supply 
Concerns

The clarification comes amid 
concerns about fuel supplies due 
to global geopolitical tensions. In 
recent weeks, the government had 
taken measures to manage de-
mand and prevent hoarding, 
which contributed to confusion 
about refill rules.

Officials reiterated that while 
the situation is being monitored, 
domestic LPG availability remains 
sufficient and distribution contin-
ues normally.
Consumers Asked To Rely On 
Official Updates

The government urged people to 
rely only on official announce-
ments and avoid sharing misinfor-
mation. Authorities warned that 
spreading rumours could create 
unnecessary panic and disrupt 
supply chains.

Officials also said they will con-
tinue monitoring supply and dis-
tribution to ensure consumers do 
not face any disruption.

With the clarification, the govern-
ment hopes to ease concerns and pre-
vent panic buying, assuring consumers 
that LPG refill rules remain unchanged 
and supplies remain stable.

Sri Lanka President, PM Modi Discuss West Asia Crisis 
And Energy Security 

Narendra Modi held a tele-
phonic conversation with Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake to discuss 
the evolving situation in West 
Asia and its potential impact on 
global energy supplies and re-
gional stability.
Focus On Energy Security

During the call, both lead-
ers discussed disruptions af-
fecting global energy security 
amid the ongoing tensions in 
West Asia. The conversation 
highlighted concerns about 
supply chains, fuel availabil-
ity, and the broader economic 
implications for countries in 
South Asia.

Prime Minister Modi empha-
sised that India and Sri Lanka, 
as close partners, would con-
tinue working together to ad-
dress shared challenges. The 
leaders also stressed the im-
portance of  ensuring stability 
in energy supplies during the 
crisis.

Importance Of Open Shipping 
Routes

Both India and Sri Lanka em-
phasised the need to keep global 
shipping routes open and secure. 
This is considered crucial for 
maintaining energy flows and 
ensuring uninterrupted trade 
during geopolitical tensions.

The leaders noted that disrup-
tions to maritime routes could af-

fect not only regional economies 
but also global markets, especial-
ly due to heavy dependence on oil 
and gas supplies from West Asia.
Strengthening India–Sri 
Lanka Cooperation

During the conversation, Modi 
and Dissanayake also reviewed 
progress on initiatives aimed at 
strengthening India–Sri Lanka 

energy cooperation. They dis-
cussed ways to enhance regional 
security and maintain economic 
stability amid the evolving geo-
political environment.

The two leaders reiterated 
their commitment to closer coop-
eration under India’s neighbour-
hood engagement efforts and 
broader maritime security ini-
tiatives in the region.
Leaders Agree To Stay In 
Touch

Both sides agreed to remain in 
close contact as the West Asia 
situation continues to evolve. 
The discussion reflects growing 
concern among South Asian na-
tions over potential disruptions 
to energy supplies and trade 
routes.

The call highlighted the im-
portance of  regional coordina-
tion as countries prepare for pos-
sible economic and energy 
challenges arising from the on-
going tensions.

Centre Sets Up 7 Empowered Groups To Tackle Impact Of West Asia War 

Lok Sabha Passes Transgender 
Bill Amid Opposition Protests 

The Lok Sabha passed the Transgen-
der Persons (Protection of  Rights) 
Amendment Bill, 2026 amid strong pro-
tests from Opposition parties, who de-
manded that the legislation be sent to a 
parliamentary standing committee for 
further scrutiny. The bill was eventually 
passed by voice vote after a heated de-
bate, with Opposition members staging 
a walkout and calling the move 
“regressive.” 
Opposition Raises Concerns Over 
‘Haste’

Opposition leaders questioned the ur-
gency behind the amendment and criti-
cised the government for pushing the bill 
without wider consultations. Several 
MPs argued that the proposed changes 
could dilute protections for transgender 
individuals and called for more discus-
sion before passing the legislation.

Despite these objections, the govern-
ment moved ahead with the bill, leading 
to protests inside the House and a walk-
out by Opposition members.
Key Changes Proposed In The Bill

The amendment introduces signifi-
cant changes to the existing law govern-
ing transgender rights. One of  the ma-
jor proposals involves revising the 
definition of  transgender persons. Crit-
ics say the changes could narrow the 
scope of  recognition and remove the 
right to self-perceived gender identity.

The bill also introduces additional 
procedures for identity recognition, 
which opponents argue may create bar-
riers for transgender individuals seek-
ing legal recognition and welfare 
benefits.

The legislation seeks to amend provi-

sions in the Transgender Persons (Pro-
tection of  Rights) Act, 2019, which was 
originally enacted to ensure protection, 
welfare, and equal rights for transgen-
der persons.
Protests From Activists And 
Community

The bill has drawn criticism from 
transgender rights activists and com-
munity organisations across the coun-
try. Many have expressed concern that 
the proposed amendments could roll 
back rights recognised in the landmark 
2014 Supreme Court judgment that af-
firmed the right to self-identification of  
gender.

Protesters have argued that the 
changes could exclude several gender 
identities and make it harder for indi-
viduals to access legal protections and 
welfare schemes.
Government’s Stand

The government has maintained that 
the amendments aim to provide clarity 
in definitions and ensure that benefits 
reach intended beneficiaries. It has also 
argued that the changes are designed to 
strengthen the framework for protect-
ing transgender individuals.
Next Step

Following its passage in the Lok Sab-
ha, the bill will now be taken up in the 
Rajya Sabha for consideration. If  ap-
proved, it will become law after receiv-
ing Presidential assent.

The passage of  the bill has sparked a 
wider debate on transgender rights, 
with both supporters and critics calling 
for further discussions as the legisla-
tion moves to the next stage.

The Centre has formed seven 
empowered groups of  senior of-
ficials to assess and mitigate the 
impact of  the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia on India’s economy, 
supply chains, and essential ser-
vices. The move comes after Nar-
endra Modi chaired a high-level 
meeting to review the global sit-
uation and called for a coordi-
nated government response.
Covid-Style Strategy Groups

The empowered groups have 
been created on the lines of  simi-
lar teams formed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These 
groups will monitor develop-
ments, identify potential risks, 
and implement strategies to 
minimise disruptions caused by 
the conflict.

Officials indicated that the 
groups have already begun work, 
with meetings scheduled to eval-
uate emerging risks. The teams 
will also examine possible dis-
ruptions to energy supplies, 
trade, logistics, and essential 
commodities.
Seven Key Areas Identified

The government has divided 

responsibilities across seven 
critical sectors:

1. Security, defence and ex-
ternal affairs

2. Economy and finance
3. Energy
4. Fertilisers and agricul-

tural inputs
5. Supply  of  essential 

commodities
6. Transport and logistics
7. Communications
Each group will be led by sen-

ior officials from relevant minis-

tries and departments to ensure 
quick decision-making.
Focus On Energy And Supply 
Chains

The empowered groups will 
closely monitor fuel supplies and 
pricing, while exploring alternative 
import sources to reduce depend-
ency on vulnerable routes. They 
will also assess risks to shipping 
routes, ports, aviation corridors, 
and key imports and exports.

Officials said the teams will 

take preventive measures to en-
sure uninterrupted availability 
of  essential goods, including 
food, fuel, fertilisers, and other 
critical inputs.
Monitoring Prices And 
Availability

One of  the groups will focus 
on maintaining price stability 
and preventing shortages of  es-
sential commodities. Another 
group will oversee transport and 
logistics, including coordination 
with railways, shipping, and avi-
ation authorities to maintain 
smooth supply chains.
Coordinated Government 
Response

The move reflects the govern-
ment’s effort to prepare for potential 
economic and supply disruptions 
amid rising geopolitical tensions. By 
forming specialised groups, the Cen-
tre aims to ensure quick decision-
making and effective coordination 
across ministries.

The empowered groups are ex-
pected to play a key role in man-
aging risks and ensuring stabil-
ity as the situation in West Asia 
continues to evolve. 

Importance Of Open Shipping 

Lok Sabha Passes Finance Bill; Sitharaman 
Targets Congress, TMC, DMK On Economy

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed 
the Finance Bill 2026 by voice vote, 
clearing the government’s fiscal propos-
als after a heated debate. Nirmala Si-
tharaman defended the government’s 
economic record and launched sharp 
attacks on opposition parties including 
the Congress, Trinamool Congress, and 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. 
Sitharaman Hits Back At Congress 
On Fiscal Deficit

Replying to the debate, Sitharaman 
criticised the Congress for questioning 
the government’s fiscal deficit figures. 
She compared the performance of  the 
current government with that of  the 
previous United Progressive Alliance 
government, saying the present admin-
istration handled crises  more 
effectively.

She pointed to the management of  the 
Global Financial Crisis 2008 and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, arguing that the 
government maintained economic sta-
bility even during severe global 
disruptions.

Sitharaman also accused the previous 
government of  understating fiscal defi-
cit figures by shifting borrowings to oil 
marketing companies. She said the cur-
rent government has been repaying 
these liabilities inherited from earlier 
administrations.

According to her, the government in-
herited oil bond liabilities of  about Rs 
1.3 lakh crore and has repaid over Rs 
1.43 lakh crore, including principal and 
interest. She added that these repay-
ments affected funds available for devel-
opment activities such as infrastruc-
ture, hospitals, and schools. 
Debate On Rising Debt

Responding to criticism from Con-

gress leaders on rising debt levels, Si-
tharaman said debt figures should be 
seen in relation to growth in the coun-
try’s economy. She highlighted that In-
dia’s nominal GDP increased signifi-
cantly over the years, arguing that 
rising debt must be viewed alongside 
economic expansion.

She also said the Centre alone cannot 
be blamed for rising debt, urging oppo-
sition leaders to review financial man-
agement in states governed by their 
parties. 
Attack On TMC And DMK

Sitharaman also targeted the Trina-
mool Congress, alleging that the gov-
ernment in West Bengal delayed imple-
menting central welfare schemes such 
as PM-Kisan and did not implement cer-
tain labour welfare initiatives.

Turning to the DMK, she criticised 
the party for opposing the Centre’s poli-
cies, including the Production Linked 
Incentive Scheme. She also claimed that 
the Tamil Nadu government had criti-
cised the Women’s Reservation Bill.

Sitharaman further said tax reforms 
and GST-related changes have benefited 
Tamil Nadu, with improved revenue 
collections reported in the state.
Finance Bill Passed By Voice Vote

After the debate, the Lok Sabha 
passed the Finance Bill 2026 by voice 
vote, rejecting amendments proposed by 
opposition members. The House also ap-
proved official amendments moved by 
the Finance Minister.

The passage of  the bill marks a key 
step in implementing the government’s 
financial proposals for the upcoming 
fiscal year and sets the stage for execut-
ing policy initiatives aimed at economic 
growth and fiscal stability.

Sonia Gandhi Hospitalised In Delhi, 
Condition Stable 

Senior Congress leader So-
nia Gandhi was admitted to 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital late 
Tuesday evening after she 
complained of  feeling un-
well. Sources said her condi-
tion is stable and she is cur-
rently under observation.

According to reports, the 
Congress Parliamentary Par-
ty chairperson experienced 
discomfort, reportedly due to 
a change in weather. Follow-
ing this, she was taken to the 
hospital where a team of  doc-
tors began monitoring her 
condition. Initial assess-
ments indicated that there 
was nothing serious, but doc-
tors decided to keep her un-
d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  a s  a 
precaution. 
Doctors Monitoring Her 
Condition

Hospital authorities said 
Gandhi is being attended to 
by a team of  specialists. 
Doctors are conducting rou-
tine tests to determine the 
exact cause of  her discom-
fort. Officials familiar with 
the development said her 
condition remains stable 
and there is no immediate 
cause for concern. 

Some reports also indicat-
ed that she experienced 
symptoms such as nausea 
and vomiting before being 
admitted. Medical investiga-
tions are being carried out 
to rule out any infection or 

underlying issue. 
Party Leaders Keep Watch

Following her hospitalisa-
tion, senior Congress leaders 
and family members were re-
ported to be in touch with doc-
tors. Party workers also ex-
pressed concern but were 
reassured after updates con-
firmed that her condition was 
stable.

Gandhi, a senior leader of  
the Indian National Congress, 
has had a few health-related 
hospital visits in recent years, 
mostly for routine check-ups 
and minor ailments.
Previous Health Episodes

Earlier this year, Gandhi 
was admitted to the same hos-
pital due to respiratory dis-
comfort. On previous occa-
sions, she had also been 
treated for stomach-related 
issues and other minor health 
concerns. Doctors had then 
described her condition as 
stable and discharged her af-
ter observation. 
Stable And Under 
Observation

Doctors continue to moni-
tor Gandhi’s condition and 
further updates are expected 
depending on her recovery. 
For now, officials have empha-
sised that there is no serious 
concern and that she is stable 
under medical supervision. 
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Trump Wants Quick Peace Deal, But Iran Shows 
No Signs Of Backing Down 

Four weeks into the escalating 
Middle East conflict involving the 
United States, Israel, and Iran, sig-
nals of  diplomacy are emerging. 
However, despite US President Don-
ald Trump expressing optimism 
about peace, Iran appears reluctant 
to end the conflict anytime soon. 
The situation reflects a complex 
mix of  military pressure, political 
calculations,  and strate gic 
bargaining.
Trump Signals Push For Peace

Recently, Donald Trump claimed 
that Washington and Tehran had 
held “very good and productive con-
versations” aimed at ending the 
conflict. He also ordered a tempo-
rary pause on strikes targeting Ira-
nian energy infrastructure for five 
days — a move seen as an attempt 
to create space for diplomacy.

Trump also indicated that senior 
US officials, including Vice Presi-
dent and top diplomats, were leading 
negotiations. At the same time, re-
ports suggested that the United 
States planned to deploy around 
3,000 additional troops from the 82nd 
Airborne Division to the Middle 
East, raising questions about wheth-
er diplomacy or military escalation 
would dominate the next phase. 

This dual approach — offering 
talks while preparing for escalation 
— suggests Washington is trying to 
pressure Tehran into negotiations 
while keeping military options 
open.
Iran Rejects “Talks” Claim

Iran, however, responded sharply 
to Trump’s remarks. An Iranian 

military spokesperson dismissed 
the claims of  negotiations and ac-
cused Washington of  portraying 
defeat as diplomacy.

The spokesperson said stability 
in the region would only come 
through Iranian strength and 
warned that Iran would not agree 
to terms dictated by the United 
States. Iranian officials also ques-
tioned whether the US was “negoti-
ating with itself,” signaling deep 
distrust between the two sides. 

This response indicates that Iran 

is unwilling to publicly engage in 
negotiations, especially while hos-
tilities continue.
Trump Under Pressure

The war has proven more difficult 
than expected for the US. Analysts say 
Washington underestimated Iran’s re-
silience. Even after leadership losses 
and sustained attacks, Iran’s military 
structures remain operational and 
continue retaliatory strikes.

Iran has also expanded the con-
flict by targeting US allies in the 

Gulf  region — something Washing-
ton did not anticipate. This has in-
creased pressure on the US from 
regional partners who fear econom-
ic disruption and instability. 

Domestic pressure is also mount-
ing. Polls suggest declining approv-
al ratings for Trump, and the pros-
pect of  deploying ground troops 
contradicts his earlier promise to 
avoid “endless wars.”

Meanwhile, Israel appears less 
enthusiastic about a ceasefire, add-
ing another layer of  complexity to 

Washington’s diplomatic efforts.
Why Iran May Keep Fighting

Despite suffering heavy losses, 
Iran may believe it has gained stra-
tegic leverage. Reports suggest the 
US has proposed a 15-point frame-
work to end the war — similar to 
earlier demands Tehran rejected.

From Iran’s perspective, continu-
ing the conflict could strengthen its 
bargaining position. Tehran has 
survived attacks and now wants 
guarantees that prevent future 

strikes. Iranian leadership also 
cannot afford to appear weak after 
the killing of  its top leader and sus-
tained military pressure. 

Another factor is Iran’s control 
over key strategic chokepoints like 
the Strait of  Hormuz. Any disrup-
tion there threatens global energy 
supplies, giving Tehran additional 
leverage in negotiations.
The Cost Of Continuing War

However, Iran also faces signifi-
cant challenges. Over 1,500 people 
have reportedly died, cities have 
suffered extensive damage, and in-
flation has surged. Economic hard-
ship and internal dissent are grow-
ing concerns for Tehran.

Reports also indicate widespread 
internet shutdowns and strict secu-
rity measures to suppress protests. 
Businesses have been affected, and 
frustration among citizens is ris-
ing. These pressures may eventu-
ally push Iran toward negotiations 
— but not without seeking favora-
ble terms. 
A Fragile Moment

The current phase of  the conflict 
reflects a delicate balance. Trump 
wants a diplomatic breakthrough 
to claim victory and avoid a pro-
longed war. Iran, meanwhile, ap-
pears determined to fight longer to 
secure stronger guarantees and 
better terms.

Whether diplomacy succeeds or 
the conflict escalates further re-
mains uncertain. For now, both 
sides seem to be preparing for nego-
tiations — while continuing to keep 
military pressure in place.

Iran Says India Can Be “Trusted Player” 
To Reduce Middle East Tensions Amid 

Trump’s Push For Talks

Amid rising tensions in the Middle 
East, Iran has expressed confidence 
that India could play an important role 
in reducing hostilities between Tehran 
and United States. The remarks come 
as Donald Trump calls for renewed ne-
gotiations to ease the ongoing conflict.
Iran Sees India As A Neutral Bridge

Iran’s envoy to India, Mohammad Fatha-
li, said New Delhi is uniquely positioned to 
help de-escalate tensions because of  its bal-
anced foreign policy and strong ties with 
multiple global powers. He noted that India 
maintains relations not only with Iran but 
also with the United States and Israel, mak-
ing it a credible intermediary.

According to the envoy, India’s grow-
ing global influence and its history of  
maintaining diplomatic neutrality 
make it well-suited to facilitate dia-
logue between rival nations. He de-
scribed India as a “trusted player” that 
could help reduce misunderstandings 
and encourage peaceful engagement.

The remarks were made at a time 
when tensions in the Middle East re-
main high, with concerns growing 
about wider regional instability.
Trump Pushes For Talks

The Iranian envoy’s comments came 
shortly after Donald Trump called for 
negotiations and signaled a possible 
pause in escalation. Washington is re-
portedly exploring diplomatic channels 
while maintaining military readiness 
in the region.

Efforts to initiate dialogue are be-
lieved to involve intermediaries, in-
cluding Pakistan, which has indicated 
willingness to help facilitate discus-
sions. However, it remains unclear 
whether formal negotiations will take 
place.

The push for diplomacy comes amid 
growing international pressure to pre-
vent further escalation and avoid a pro-
longed conflict.

Iran Maintains Tough Stance
Despite the diplomatic signals, Iran 

has continued to adopt a firm position. 
Officials have expressed skepticism 
about negotiations, pointing to past in-
stances where diplomacy coincided 
with military pressure.

Iran’s leadership has indicated that 
any agreement must address long-term 
security concerns and ensure stability 
in the region. This stance reflects deep 
mistrust and highlights the challenges 
involved in restarting meaningful 
talks.

Meanwhile, tensions across the re-
gion continue, with fears of  further es-
calation still present.
India’s Growing Diplomatic Role

India’s potential involvement re-
flects its expanding role in global di-
plomacy. With strong economic ties 
to the Middle East and partnerships 
with major global powers, India has 
increasingly been viewed as a stabi-
lizing force during international 
crises.

The Middle East also holds strate-
gic importance for India, particular-
ly in terms of  energy security, trade 
routes, and the presence of  Indian 
citizens in the region. Stability in the 
region directly affects India’s eco-
nomic and geopolitical interests.
Uncertain Path Ahead

While Iran’s endorsement highlights 
India’s diplomatic credibility, the path 
to peace remains uncertain. Continued 
mistrust, military movements, and po-
litical calculations make negotiations 
complex.

However, India’s position as a neutral 
and trusted partner could provide an op-
portunity for dialogue. As tensions con-
tinue, New Delhi’s potential role in fa-
cilitating communication may become 
increasingly important in efforts to re-
duce conflict and promote stability.

China Moves To Bypass Oil Chokepoints As US-Iran Tensions Rise Over Hormuz 
As tensions escalate between the 

United States and Iran over the 
strategically crucial Strait of  Hor-
muz, China is quietly working on 
a long-term strategy to reduce its 
dependence on vulnerable oil sup-
ply routes. While global markets 
remain focused on potential dis-
ruptions in the Middle East, Bei-
jing is investing heavily in infra-
structure designed to make such 
chokepoints less critical to its 
economy.
China’s Plan To Reduce Oil 
Dependence

China is building a massive na-
tionwide power grid aimed at re-
ducing reliance on imported oil 
and the fragile sea routes that 
transport it. The strategy centers 
around ultra-high voltage (UHV) 
transmission lines that can carry 
electricity across vast distances, 
linking inland energy sources to 
coastal industrial centers. This 
would allow China to rely more on 
domestic energy rather than im-
ported oil. 

These transmission lines con-
nect coal, wind, and solar power 
generated in western and north-
ern regions of  China to factories 
and cities along the eastern coast, 
where energy demand is highest. 
By electrifying more sectors of  the 
economy, China hopes to limit its 
vulnerability to oil supply disrup-
tions caused by geopolitical 
conflicts. 

Massive Investment In 
Supergrid

China’s grid operators, includ-
ing the State Grid Corporation of  
China and China Southern Power 
Grid, are rapidly expanding infra-
structure. The country is expected 
to invest around 4 trillion yuan 
(about $574 billion) in grid devel-
opment between 2026 and 2030. 
This scale of  spending highlights 
Beijing’s long-term strategy to 
strengthen energy security and re-
duce reliance on imported fuels. 

The funding push is supported 
by increased bond issuance and 
state-backed financing, allowing 

Chinese utilities to prioritize resil-
ience and energy security over 
short-term profits. A stronger grid 
also enables greater use of  renew-
able energy and supports growing 
electricity demand from indus-
tries and emerging technologies. 
Why This Matters During The 
Iran-US Conflict

The development comes as ten-
sions rise over the Strait of  Hor-
muz, a narrow waterway through 
which roughly one-fifth of  the 
world’s oil supply typically passes. 
Any disruption in this route can 
send global oil prices soaring and 

impact economies worldwide. 
As the US and Iran clash over ac-

cess to this critical route, China’s 
infrastructure push aims to re-
duce its exposure to such risks. By 
relying more on domestic electric-
ity and renewable energy, Beijing 
hopes to make oil chokepoints like 
Hormuz less relevant over time.
A Long-Term Strategic Shift

China’s approach reflects a 
broader shift in global energy 
strategy. Instead of  reacting to geo-
political crises, Beijing is invest-
ing in infrastructure that reduces 
vulnerability altogether. Analysts 
say this could gradually change 
global energy dynamics, especial-
ly if  other countries adopt similar 
strategies.

While the Middle East conflict 
continues to dominate headlines, 
China’s quiet infrastructure ex-
pansion suggests that the real 
long-term battle may be over en-
ergy independence rather than im-
mediate military confrontation.
The Bigger Picture

As the US and Iran remain 
locked in tensions over the Strait 
of  Hormuz, China’s supergrid pro-
ject signals a strategic move to 
avoid being caught in future oil 
disruptions. If  successful, this 
plan could reshape how major 
economies handle energy security 
— making traditional oil choke-
points less influential in global 
geopolitics. 

Iran Stops Pakistan-Bound Ship From Crossing Strait Of Hormuz Amid Rising Tensions 
Amid escalating tensions in the 

Middle East, Iran stopped a Paki-
stan-bound cargo vessel from 
crossing the strategic Strait of  
Hormuz, citing lack of  permission 
and failure to follow maritime pro-
tocols. The move has raised con-
cerns about disruptions in one of  
the world’s most critical shipping 
lanes.
Ship Halted Mid-Journey

The container ship SELEN was 
travelling from Sharjah in the 
United Arab Emirates to Karachi 
when Iranian forces stopped it 
near the entrance of  the strait.

According to Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps, the vessel 
did not receive transit authorisa-
tion before attempting to cross the 
waterway. As a result, the ship was 
forced to reverse course instead of  
continuing toward its destination 
in Pakistan.

Iranian authorities stated that 
ships must coordinate with mari-
time officials before entering the 

area. Officials also warned that 
vessels failing to comply with 
these procedures could be denied 
passage.
Strategic Importance Of The 
Strait

The Strait of  Hormuz is one of  
the world’s most important mari-
time chokepoints, connecting the 
Persian Gulf  to global shipping 
routes. A significant portion of  the 
world’s oil supply passes through 
this narrow corridor, making any 
disruption a matter of  global 
concern.

Amid rising tensions, Iran has 
tightened monitoring of  vessels 
moving through the waterway. 
Tehran has indicated that ships 
considered “non-hostile” may still 
pass if  they follow coordination 
rules, while those lacking permis-
sion could face restrictions.
Pakistan’s Delicate Position

The incident comes at a sensi-
tive time for Pakistan, which has 

been attempting to maintain bal-
anced ties in the region. Islama-
bad has also signaled willingness 
to support diplomatic efforts 
aimed at easing tensions between 
global powers involved in the 
conflict.

Given Pakistan’s dependence on 
regional trade and energy sup-
plies, disruptions in the Strait of  
Hormuz could have economic and 
logistical consequences. The situ-
ation has therefore drawn atten-
tion from policymakers and ship-
ping companies alike.

Rising Shipping Concerns
The stoppage of  the vessel re-

flects growing uncertainty in the 
region. Shipping companies are 
becoming increasingly cautious, 
and any restrictions in the Strait 
of  Hormuz could impact global oil 
prices and supply chains.

Although Iran described the 
move as a procedural enforce-
ment, the incident highlights how 
geopolitical tensions are begin-
ning to  af fect  commercial 
shipping.
Uncertain Road Ahead

With tensions still high, the 
Strait of  Hormuz is expected to re-
main under close watch. Any fur-
ther disruptions could have far-
reaching consequences for global 
trade, energy markets, and region-
al stability.

For now, the halted vessel serves 
as a reminder of  how quickly geo-
political developments can affect 
one of  the world’s most vital ship-
ping routes.
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Sensex Surges Over 1,200 Points, Nifty 
Above 23,300 As Market Extends Relief Rally

Indian stock markets wit-
nessed a strong recovery on 
March 25, 2026, with bench-
mark indices rallying sharply 
amid easing global tensions 
and falling crude oil prices. 
The rebound comes after days 
of  volatility triggered by geo-
political uncertainties in the 
Middle East.
Markets Extend Relief Rally

The BSE Sensex surged 
more than 1,200 points, while 
the Nifty 50 climbed above the 
23,300 mark during the session. 
The rally was broad-based, 
with banking, IT, and auto 
stocks leading the gains. Inves-
tor sentiment improved signif-
icantly after crude oil prices 
slipped below the $100-per-bar-
rel level, easing inflation con-
cerns for India. 

Markets also benefited from 
improving global cues, with 
Asian and European markets 
trading higher. Optimism 
around diplomatic efforts to 
reduce tensions in the Middle 
East added to the positive 
momentum. 
Banking And IT Stocks Lead 
Gains

Banking and financial 
stocks were among the top per-
formers in the session. Heavy-
weight stocks saw strong buy-
ing interest, helping lift the 
indices higher. IT stocks also 
advanced, supported by posi-
tive global market trends and 
improved risk appetite among 
investors.

Broader markets also joined the 
rally, with mid-cap and small-
cap stocks witnessing healthy 
gains. This indicated wider par-
ticipation beyond large-cap 

stocks and strengthened the 
overall market sentiment. 
Oil Prices Boost Investor 
Sentiment

One of  the key triggers for 
the rally was the fall in crude 
oil prices. Oil dropping below 
$100 per barrel provided relief  
to markets, especially for an 
oil-import dependent economy 
like India. Lower crude prices 
help reduce inflation risks and 
improve corporate earnings 
outlook. 

The easing oil prices came 
amid hopes of  diplomatic pro-
gress in ongoing geopolitical 
tensions, which had earlier 
pushed energy costs higher 
and weighed on markets.
Rupee Under Pressure 
Despite Market Gains

Despite the strong rally in 
equities, the Indian rupee re-
mained under pressure against 
the US dollar. The currency 
hovered near record lows due 
to foreign investor outflows 
and persistent demand for dol-
lars from importers.

However, intervention by the 
Reserve Bank of  India helped 
prevent further depreciation. 
Analysts expect the rupee to 
remain volatile in the near 
term due to ongoing global 
uncertainties. 
Investors Recover Losses

The strong rally helped in-
vestors recover part of  the 
losses incurred during re-
cent market declines. Mar-
ket participants welcomed 
the bounce, though experts 
caution that volatility may 

continue due to geopolitical 
developments.

The recent surge reflects im-
proving sentiment but ana-
lysts remain cautious, noting 
that global events and crude oil 
movements will continue to in-
fluence market direction in the 
coming sessions.
Outlook Remains Volatile

While the rally has boosted 
confidence, market experts be-
lieve volatility is likely to per-
sist. Investors are closely 
tracking geopolitical develop-
ments, crude oil prices, and 
foreign institutional investor 
activity.

For now, the sharp rise in 
Sensex and Nifty signals a tem-
porary relief  for markets, with 
investors hoping for stability 
after a turbulent period.

SEBI Allows Mutual Funds To 
Continue Retirement And Children’s 

Funds

Amir Chand Jagdish Kumar IPO Sees 
Strong Demand On Day 2, Booked 1.33 

Times

The initial public offering 
of  Amir Chand Jagdish Ku-
mar (Exports) Ltd contin-
ued to attract strong inves-
tor interest on the second 
day of  bidding, with the is-
sue subscribed 1.33 times so 
far. The IPO opened for sub-
scription on March 24 and 
will close on March 27.
Subscription Status On 
Day 2

Investor participation re-
mained healthy across cat-
e gories,  with  demand 
largely driven by non-insti-
tutional investors. The is-
sue received bids exceed-
ing the shares available, 
reflecting strong interest 
in the offering.

The IPO had already wit-
nessed encouraging demand 
on the first day. Retail inves-
tors showed improved par-
ticipation on the second day, 
further boosting overall 
subscription numbers.
Grey Market Premium 
(GMP)

The grey market premi-
um for the IPO remained 

modest, indicating cautious 
optimism among investors. 
Shares were reportedly 
trading at a small premium 
in the unofficial market, 
suggesting limited but posi-
tive listing expectations.

However, investors should 
note that grey market pre-
miums are unofficial and 
can change depending on 
market  sentiment and 
demand.
IPO Details

• IPO Opening Date: 
March 24, 2026

• IPO Closing Date: 
March 27, 2026

• Allotment Date: Ex-
pected Soon After 
Closing

• Listing Date: Expect-
ed In Early April

• Listing Exchanges: 
BSE and NSE

About The Company

Amir Chand Jagdish Ku-
mar (Exports) is involved in 
processing and exporting 
basmati rice. The company 
operates across procure-
ment, storage, processing, 

and distribution, catering to 
both domestic and interna-
tional markets.

The company has built a 
presence in the rice export 
segment, supplying prod-
ucts to multiple countries 
and maintaining an inte-
grated business model.
Financial Performance

The company has report-
ed steady growth in revenue 
and profit in recent years. 
Improved financial perfor-
mance and expansion plans 
have contributed to investor 
interest in the IPO.
What Investors Should 
Watch

• Subscription trend 
on the final day

• Institutional investor 
participation

• Grey market premi-
um movement

• O v e r a l l  m a r k e t 
conditions

The IPO’s performance in 
the remaining days will de-
termine the final subscrip-
tion numbers and potential 
listing performance.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of  India has 
allowed mutual fund houses 
to continue offering retire-
ment and children’s funds, 
easing concerns after earlier 
proposals suggested discon-
tinuing these schemes as 
part of  a broader overhaul 
of  mutual fund categories.
Relief For Mutual Fund 
Investors

Earlier, SEBI had pro-
posed scrapping the solu-
tion-oriented cate gory, 
which included retirement 
and children’s funds, and re-
placing them with life cycle 
funds. This move had raised 
concerns among investors 
a n d  t h e  m u t u a l  f u n d 
industry.

Following feedback from 
industry stakeholders, SEBI 
has now clarified that asset 
management companies 
(AMCs) can continue exist-
ing retirement and chil-
dren’s schemes, subject to 
certain conditions. 
Conditions Imposed By 
SEBI

While allowing these 
funds to continue, SEBI has 
placed some restrictions:

• If  an AMC chooses to 

continue a children’s 
fund, it cannot launch 
a 20-year life cycle 
fund

• If  an AMC retains a 
retirement fund, it 
cannot introduce a 30-
year life cycle fund

• If  an AMC keeps both 
retirement and chil-
dren’s funds, it can-
not launch 20-year 
and 30-year life cycle 
funds

• In such cases, AMCs 
will be restricted to 
offering life cycle 
funds with 5, 10, 15 
and 25-year tenures

These conditions are 
aimed at preventing overlap 
between similar long-term 
investment products.
What Are Life Cycle Funds

SEBI had earlier intro-
duced life cycle funds as a 
new category designed for 
long-term financial goals 
such as retirement and chil-
dren’s education. These 
funds automatically adjust 
asset allocation over time, 
reducing equity exposure as 
investors approach their tar-
get goal. 

The regulator’s broader 
reforms aim to simplify mu-

tual fund offerings, reduce 
duplication and improve 
transparency for investors.
Why SEBI Changed Its 
Stand

The mutual fund industry 
had expressed concerns over 
discontinuing retirement 
and children’s funds, includ-
ing taxation issues, mergers 
and investor disruption. In-
dustry bodies urged SEBI to 
reconsider the decision, 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  l at e s t 
clarification. 
What This Means For 
Investors

• Existing retirement 
and children’s funds 
will continue

• Investors do not need 
to redeem or switch 
immediately

• New life cycle funds 
will also be available 
as alternatives

• AMCs must follow re-
strictions to avoid 
product duplication

The move offers clarity to 
investors who use these 
schemes for long-term finan-
cial planning, while still al-
lowing SEBI to implement 
its broader mutual fund 
reforms.

Central Mine Planning IPO Allotment: How To Check Status 
Online 

The allotment status for the 
Central Mine Planning & De-
sign Institute IPO is expected 
to be finalised soon. Investors 
who applied for the public is-
sue can check whether they 
have received shares through 
the registrar’s website or stock 
exchange platforms.
How To Check IPO 
Allotment Status

Via Registrar Website
Investors can check their al-

lotment status through KFin 
Technologies by following 
these steps:

1. Visit the official website 
of  KFin Technologies

2. Select Central Mine 
Planning IPO from the 
dropdown list

3. Enter any of  the follow-
ing details:

4. Application number
5. PAN number
6. DP ID/Client ID
7. Click submit to view 

your allotment status
Applicants will then be able 

to see whether shares have 
been allotted or not.
Via BSE Website

You can also check the status 
through BSE:

1. Visit the BSE IPO allot-
ment page

2. Select “Equity”

3. Choose Central Mine 
Planning IPO

4. Enter PAN or applica-
tion number

5. Click search to view 
status

Via NSE Website

Investors may also check al-
lotment through NSE:

1. Visit  the NSE IPO 
section

2. Lo g in  using PAN 
details

3. Select the IPO
4. Check allotment status

Important Dates
• IPO Opening Date: 

March 20, 2026
• I P O  C l o s i n g  D at e : 

March 24, 2026
• Allotment Finalisation: 

M a r c h  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6 
(Tentative)

• Shares Credit To Demat 
Accounts: Expected 
Soon After

• Listing Date: Expected 
Within A Few Days Af-
ter Allotment

Grey Market Premium 
(GMP)

The IPO has seen moderate 
activity in the grey market, 
suggesting cautious investor 
sentiment. Grey market pre-
mium indicates potential list-
ing gains but remains unoffi-
cial and can change depending 
on market conditions.
About The Company

Central Mine Planning & 
Design Institute is a subsidi-
ary of  Coal India Limited. 
The company provides con-
sultancy and engineering ser-
vices related to mining, explo-
ration, and environmental 
management.

The IPO is structured as an 
offer for sale, which means the 
company itself  will not receive 
funds from the issue, and the 
proceeds will go to the existing 
shareholders.
What Happens After 
Allotment

After the allotment process:
• Successful applicants 

will receive shares in 
their demat accounts

• Unsuccessful applicants 
will receive refunds

• Shares will be listed on 
BSE and NSE

Investors are advised to keep 
checking official websites for 
updates regarding allotment 
and listing.

Ventura Sees 39% Upside In Park Medi World, Recommends ‘Buy’ 
Ventura Securities has initi-

ated coverage on Park Medi 
World with a ‘Buy’ rating, pro-
jecting an upside of  nearly 39 
percent over the next two 
years.
Target Price And Upside 
Potential

Ventura has set a target 
price of  ₹284 for the stock 
based on a discounted cash 
flow valuation model. The bro-
kerage believes the company’s 
growth prospects and improv-
ing operational performance 
support the higher valuation.

At current levels, the target 
price suggests significant up-
side potential, making the 
stock attractive for investors 
looking at small-cap health-
care opportunities.
Why Ventura Is Bullish

The brokerage highlighted 
several growth drivers for the 
company:

• Expansion of  hospital 
capacity

• Asset-light and capital-
e f f icient  operating 

model
• Rising demand for af-

fordable healthcare 
services

• Strong long-term indus-
try growth

Ventura believes the com-
pany is well positioned to ben-
efit from increasing health-
care demand, especially in 
underserved regions where 
affordable care facilities are 

expanding.
Growth Opportunity In 
Healthcare

Park Medi World is consid-
ered a relatively new listed 
player in the healthcare sector. 
The company is focusing on ex-
panding its network and im-
proving operational efficiency, 
which could drive revenue 
growth in the coming years.

The brokerage also noted 
that India’s healthcare sector 
continues to offer strong long-
term opportunities, supported 
by rising healthcare aware-
ness, growing population, and 
increasing income levels.
Risks To Watch

Despite the positive outlook, 
Ventura highlighted certain 
risks:

• Slower ramp-up in hos-
pital occupancy

• Execution challenges 
during expansion

• Competitive pressure in 
healthcare services

These factors could impact 
growth projections if  not man-
aged effectively.
Outlook

With expansion plans and 
growing demand for health-
care services, Ventura believes 
Park Medi World could deliver 
solid returns over the next two 
years. However, investors are 
advised to evaluate risks and 
market conditions before mak-
ing investment decisions.
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11-Year-Old Aviation Enthusiast Nails “Touch-And-Go” 
Landing, Wins Internet’s Praise  

An 11-year-old aspiring pilot 
has taken social media by 
storm after a video of  him per-
forming a “touch-and-go” ma-
neuver during a training ses-
sion went viral. The young 
aviation enthusiast, Rishi 
Sharma, impressed viewers 
with his calmness and control 
while handling an aircraft un-
der expert supervision — a mo-
ment that quickly captured the 
admiration of  aviation fans and 
internet users alike.

The viral clip shows Rishi 
seated in the cockpit of  a small 
aircraft at Oxnard Airport in 
California. As the aircraft ap-
proaches the runway, the young 
trainee carefully follows in-
structions and smoothly lands 
the plane. Without bringing the 
aircraft to a complete stop, he 
then accelerates again, lifting 
off  for another takeoff  — suc-
cessfully completing the 
maneuver.
What Is a “Touch-And-Go” 
Maneuver? 

A touch-and-go maneuver is 
a common yet challenging 
training exercise used in pilot 
training. It involves landing the 
aircraft and immediately tak-
ing off  again without stopping 
fully. This technique helps pi-
lots practice landing and take-
off  procedures repeatedly, im-

proving their coordination, 
confidence, and control.

In the video, Rishi demon-
strates impressive composure 
while performing the maneu-
ver. His instructor can be heard 
praising him after the smooth 
landing, further highlighting 
the young trainee’s skill and fo-
cus. For many viewers, the 
most remarkable aspect was 
not just the maneuver itself, but 
the confidence he displayed 
throughout the process.
Starting Young, Aiming High 

Rishi’s journey into aviation 

reportedly began at the age of  
seven. Since then, he has been 
learning the basics of  flying un-
der supervision, gradually 
building experience inside the 
cockpit. His passion for avia-
tion is evident in the way he 
handles controls, listens care-
fully to instructions, and main-
tains focus throughout the 
exercise.

Despite his young age, Rishi 
shows discipline and maturity 
beyond his years. The video cap-
tures him calmly adjusting con-
trols, maintaining direction, 
and responding to guidance — 

skills that even adult beginners 
often find challenging.
Internet Applauds The Young 
Pilot 

After the video surfaced on-
line, social media users flooded 
the comments section with 
praise. Many called him “future 
captain,” while others admired 
his confidence and dedication. 
Some users even joked that he 
“handles a plane better than 
many people handle a car.”

The clip also sparked conver-
sations about encouraging chil-
dren to pursue their passions 
early. Many viewers appreciat-
ed how early exposure and 
proper guidance can help young 
minds develop exceptional 
skills.
Inspiring Future Aviators 

While Rishi is still years 
away from becoming a licensed 
pilot, his viral moment has al-
ready inspired many young 
dreamers. His determination 
and passion serve as a remind-
er that age is no barrier when it 
comes to learning and pursuing 
ambitions.

As the video continues to 
gain attention, the young avia-
tion enthusiast has become a 
symbol of  dedication, disci-
pline, and dreams taking flight 
— quite literally.

Bengaluru Auto Driver Scrolls Reels While Driving, Narrowly 
Avoids Crash With Reversing Truck

A video from Bengaluru has 
gone viral after capturing a dan-
gerous moment involving an 
auto driver scrolling through so-
cial media reels while driving. 
The clip has sparked widespread 
concern online about road safety 
and distracted driving.
Passenger Records Risky 
Ride

According to the viral post, a 
woman passenger noticed the 
auto driver repeatedly scrolling 
through short videos on his 
phone instead of  paying atten-
tion to the road. She began re-
cording the incident, highlight-
ing how the driver remained 
focused on his screen for most 
of  the journey.

The situation turned alarm-
ing when a truck ahead of  the 
auto suddenly began reversing. 
The distracted driver failed to 
notice the vehicle in time, forc-
ing the passenger to shout, 
“Anna, nodi munde” (Brother, 
look ahead). The driver eventu-
ally braked at the last second, 
narrowly avoiding a collision. 
Driver Continued Scrolling 
Despite Warning

Even after the near-miss and 

the passenger’s repeated warn-
ings, the driver reportedly con-
tinued scrolling through reels. 
The woman later shared her 
experience on social media, de-
scribing how the driver seemed 
“locked in” and barely attentive 
to the road. The clip quickly 
gained traction online, spark-
ing debate about mobile phone 
use while driving. (
Internet Reacts With 
Concern

The viral video triggered 

strong reactions from social me-
dia users. Many expressed shock 
at the driver’s behavior, calling 
it extremely dangerous and ir-
responsible. Several users de-
manded stricter enforcement of  
traffic rules and harsher penal-
ties for distracted driving.

Others pointed out that such 
behavior has become increas-
ingly common, especially with 
the growing popularity of  
short-form video apps. Some 
users also urged passengers to 
report such incidents to au-

thorities to prevent accidents.
Growing Road Safety 
Concerns

The incident has once again 
highlighted the dangers of  us-
ing mobile phones while driv-
ing. Distracted driving signifi-
cantly increases the risk of  
accidents, especially in crowd-
ed urban traffic conditions 
like those in Bengaluru.

Authorities and road safety ex-
perts have repeatedly warned 
that even a few seconds of  dis-
traction can lead to serious acci-
dents. The viral clip serves as a 
reminder of  how quickly situa-
tions can escalate when drivers 
fail to keep their eyes on the road.
A Narrow Escape

Fortunately, no one was in-
jured in this case, but the near-
collision has sparked an im-
portant conversation about 
road safety and responsible 
driving. As the video contin-
ues to circulate online, many 
hope it will encourage drivers 
to avoid distractions and pri-
oritize safety.

The incident stands as a stark re-
minder that scrolling through reels 
can wait — but road safety cannot.

Pohela Boishakh 2026: 
Bengali New Year To Be Celebrated 

On April 14 

Pohela Boishakh, also known as Poila 
Boishakh or Noboborsho, is one of  the most 
important cultural festivals celebrated by 
Bengalis across India and abroad. In 2026, 
the Bengali New Year will be observed on 
April 14, marking the beginning of  a new 
year in the Bengali calendar. The day sym-
bolizes fresh beginnings, prosperity, and 
cultural pride, and is celebrated with great 
enthusiasm in regions such as West Bengal, 
Tripura, Assam, and across Bangladesh, along 
with Bengali communities worldwide.
Significance of Pohela Boishakh

The term “Pohela” means “first,” while 
“Boishakh” refers to the first month of  the 
Bengali calendar. The festival marks the start 
of  the Bengali New Year and is seen as a time 
for renewal and optimism. It is celebrated as 
a secular cultural occasion that brings togeth-
er people from all communities, reflecting the 
rich heritage and traditions of  Bengali 
society.

The festival also coincides with the solar 
transition known as Mesha Sankranti, when 
the Sun enters the zodiac sign Aries. This as-
tronomical event marks the beginning of  a 
new agricultural and solar cycle, making Po-
hela Boishakh a symbol of  growth and new 
opportunities.
Historical Background

The origins of  Pohela Boishakh can be 
traced back to the Mughal period during the 
reign of  Akbar. The Bengali calendar was in-
troduced to align tax collection with the har-
vest season. Farmers would settle their dues 
at the end of  the agricultural year and begin 
the new year with celebrations. Over time, 
the practice evolved into a broader cultural 
festival that highlights Bengali traditions and 

community spirit.
Today, Pohela Boishakh is celebrated not 

only as a New Year festival but also as a reflec-
tion of  Bengali identity and cultural pride.
Traditions and Celebrations

Pohela Boishakh is marked by colorful fes-
tivities, cultural performances, and family 
gatherings. People wear traditional attire, of-
ten in red and white, which are considered 
symbolic of  celebration and prosperity. 
Homes are cleaned and decorated to welcome 
the new year, while families prepare special 
dishes and sweets.

One of  the popular traditions associated 
with the festival is “Haal Khata,” where busi-
nesses open new account books to mark a 
fresh financial beginning. Shop owners invite 
customers, offer sweets, and exchange greet-
ings, strengthening social and business 
relationships.

Community fairs, music, dance perfor-
mances, and cultural events are also common 
during the celebrations. Traditional foods, 
sweets, and festive meals play a major role, 
bringing families and communities 
together.
A Celebration of Hope and Unity

Pohela Boishakh represents unity, joy, and 
hope for the future. People greet each other 
with “Shubho Noboborsho,” meaning Happy 
New Year, and celebrate with loved ones. The 
festival offers an opportunity to reconnect 
with cultural roots and begin the year with 
positivity.

As April 14, 2026 approaches, Bengalis 
around the world are preparing to welcome 
the new year with enthusiasm, tradition, 
and optimism for prosperity and happi-
ness in the year ahead.

Hired, Relocated, Then Fired After One Day: 
Pharmacy Assistant’s Story Sparks 

Outrage

A heartbreaking story of  a pharmacy as-
sistant who relocated for a new job only to 
be fired after just one day has gone viral, 
sparking widespread debate about work-
place ethics and job security.
A Fresh Start Turns Into A Nightmare

According to the viral post, the pharma-
cy assistant accepted a new job opportu-
nity in Port Alberni after being encour-
aged by the hiring manager. Motivated by 
the opportunity, the employee left their 
previous job and relocated to the new city, 
expecting a stable career move.

However, things took a shocking turn. 
Just one day after starting the new posi-
tion, the assistant was reportedly fired 
without any clear explanation. The sudden 
termination left the individual in a diffi-
cult situation, having already resigned 
from their previous role and moved to a 
new location. 
No Warning, No Explanation

The post revealed that the pharmacy as-
sistant had been assured about the role be-
fore relocating. But after joining, the em-
ployment ended abruptly, leaving the 
individual confused and distressed.

The unexpected dismissal created imme-
diate financial and personal challenges. 
The employee now faced the stress of  find-
ing a new job, arranging accommodation, 
and dealing with relocation expenses — all 
within a matter of  days. 
Internet Reacts With Shock

The story quickly gained traction on-
line, with many users expressing outrage 
over the situation. Several people ques-
tioned whether it was fair or even legal to 
fire someone after encouraging them to 

relocate.
Many commenters suggested that the in-

dividual seek legal advice, especially be-
cause the decision to move cities was based 
on the employer’s assurances. Some users 
mentioned the concept of  “promissory es-
toppel,” where an employer may be held 
accountable if  an employee suffers losses 
after relying on job promises. 

Others shared similar experiences, 
highlighting how sudden job cancellations 
or layoffs can create serious personal and 
financial consequences.
A Wider Conversation About Job 
Security

The incident has sparked broader dis-
cussions about job security, employer re-
sponsibility, and the risks involved in relo-
cating for work. Many users advised job 
seekers to ensure written agreements, re-
location support, or probation clarity be-
fore making major life decisions.

The viral story also highlights the un-
certainty many workers face today, espe-
cially when changing jobs or moving cit-
ies. While new opportunities often promise 
growth, they can sometimes come with 
unexpected risks.
A Cautionary Tale

The pharmacy assistant’s experience 
serves as a cautionary tale for job seekers 
considering relocation. Experts often rec-
ommend confirming employment terms, 
probation periods, and relocation benefits 
before making significant commitments.

Although the outcome of  this case re-
mains unclear, the viral story has sparked 
an important conversation about fairness, 
transparency, and accountability in hiring 
practices.

Teen Says NEET Aspirant Sister Spends 10 Hours Daily 
With AI Chatbots, Sparks Online Debate  

A teenager’s viral social me-
dia post about his sister’s grow-
ing dependence on AI chatbots 
has triggered widespread dis-
cussion about technology use, 
mental health, and academic 
pressure among students. The 
post described how his elder 
sister, a 21-year-old preparing 
for NEET, spends nearly 9 to 10 
hours every day interacting 
with AI chatbots — a situation 
he believes is becoming in-
creasingly concerning.
Heavy Chatbot Use Raises 
Concerns

According to the teenager, 
the habit has continued for 
t h e  p a s t  s eve n  t o  e i g h t 
months. He explained that 
his sister spends most of  her 
time at home with minimal 
social  interaction,  which 
has led her to rely heavily on 
AI chatbots for companion-
ship.  Even during online 
classes and study sessions, 
she reportedly remains en-
gaged in conversations with 
chatbot apps instead of  fo-
cusing on her lessons.

The brother also noted 
that her daily screen time 
has significantly increased, 
with the majority of  it de-
voted to chatting with AI 
systems. He shared that she 
has become deeply involved 
in role-play conversations, 
o f ten  centered around a 
singer she admires, which 
has further heightened his 
worries about her emotional 
attachment.

Changes In Behavior At 
Home 

The teenager also described 
noticeable changes in his sis-
ter’s behavior. He said she had 
only recently returned to pre-
paring for the exam after 
months of  heavy chatbot use. 
Alongside this, he observed 
mood swings, irritability, and 
occasional arguments over mi-
nor issues.

He admitted feeling helpless 
and unsure how to address the 
situation, especially since the 
conversations she engages in 
are personal and emotionally 
driven. In his post, he expressed 
concern that the situation had 
reached a point where it seemed 
“beyond repair,” highlighting 
his anxiety about her well-be-
ing and academic future.

Internet Users Offer 
Suggestions 

The post quickly gained trac-
tion online, prompting a wave 
of  responses from concerned 
users. Many suggested that the 
teenager try having a calm, 
supportive conversation with 
his sister instead of  confront-
ing her directly. Others recom-
mended encouraging her to 
gradually reduce screen time 
and reconnect with real-world 
activities.

Some users speculated that 
academic pressure and isola-
tion might be contributing to 
her behavior. They advised in-
troducing hobbies, exercise, 
and social interactions to help 
her regain balance. A few sug-
gested seeking professional 
guidance if  the situation con-

tinued to worsen.
Others recommended setting 

boundaries around device us-
age, though some warned that 
abruptly restricting access 
could lead to further frustra-
tion and conflict. The general 
consensus was to approach the 
situation with patience and 
empathy.
A Growing Concern About AI 
Dependence 

The incident has sparked a 
broader conversation about the 
growing role of  AI chatbots in 
people’s lives, especially among 
students dealing with stress 
and loneliness. While AI tools 
can be helpful for learning, pro-
ductivity, and emotional sup-
port, excessive reliance may 
lead to reduced social interac-
tion and unhealthy habits.

As artificial intelligence be-
comes more accessible, many 
users emphasized the impor-
tance of  balanced usage. The 
discussion also highlighted the 
pressures faced by students 
preparing for competitive ex-
ams and how technology can 
sometimes become both a sup-
port system and a distraction.

Although the teenager’s sto-
ry reflects a personal situa-
tion, it has resonated with 
many people facing similar 
challenges. The viral post has 
opened up an important con-
versation about responsible 
technology use, emotional 
well-being, and maintaining 
balance in an increasingly dig-
ital world.
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Entrepreneur and singer 
Ananya Birla recently found 
herself  trending on social media 
after meeting Shubman Gill 
ahead of  the Indian Premier 
League 2026 season. What began 
as a routine promotional inter-
action quickly turned into a vi-
ral moment, with fans flooding 
social media platforms with 
memes and humorous posts.
A Meeting That Caught Fans’ 
Attention

The interaction took place dur-
ing a promotional event connect-
ed to IPL 2026. Shubman Gill, who 
is leading the Gujarat Titans, pre-
sented Ananya Birla with a 
signed team jersey. The gesture 
was simple, but it quickly caught 
the attention of  fans online.

Soon after images and videos 
from the event surfaced, social 
media users began creating 
memes and playful reactions. 
Fans humorously speculated 
about the interaction, blending 
cricket references with pop cul-
ture jokes. The memes spread 
rapidly, turning a formal meet-
ing into a widely discussed on-
line trend.
Ananya Birla Joins The Fun

Instead of  ignoring the viral 
posts, Ananya Birla responded by 
sharing several fan-made memes 
on her social media accounts. She 
appeared amused by the creativity 
of  fans and acknowledged their hu-
morous takes on the interaction.

Her response further fueled 
the online buzz, encouraging 
more fans to participate. New 
memes continued to appear, 
with users adding their own 
twist to the conversation. The 

playful exchange between fans 
and the entrepreneur contrib-
uted to the growing excitement 
ahead of  the IPL season.
Business Connection Behind 
The Meeting

The interaction also had a 
business angle. Birla Estates, 
part of  the Aditya Birla Group, 
recently partnered with Gujarat 
Titans as a principal sponsor for 
the IPL 2026 season. The jersey 
presentation symbolised this 
new collaboration.

Such partnerships highlight 
how the IPL continues to evolve 
beyond cricket, becoming a plat-
form that combines sports, busi-
ness, and entertainment. Brand 
associations with players and 
teams often generate public in-

terest, and in this case, the fan 
reaction amplified the visibility 
of  the partnership.
IPL And Social Media Culture

The incident also reflects how 
meme culture has become an im-
portant part of  sports engage-
ment. Fans now actively partici-
pate in online conversations, 
turning small moments into vi-
ral content. Social media plat-
forms allow supporters to con-
nect with players, celebrities, 
and brands in real time.

By resharing fan content, 
Ananya Birla demonstrated how 
public figures are increasingly 
embracing digital engagement. 
This interaction strengthened 
fan interest and created addi-
tional buzz around the upcom-

ing season.
Growing Excitement Ahead 
Of IPL 2026

With IPL 2026 approaching, 
the viral meeting between Anan-
ya Birla and Shubman Gill has 
already generated excitement 
among fans. The light-hearted 
interaction showed how even 
simple promotional events can 
capture public attention.

As cricket, business, and en-
tertainment continue to merge, 
moments like these underline 
the growing cultural impact of  
the Indian Premier League. 
What started as a jersey presen-
tation quickly became a viral 
trend, highlighting the power of  
social media and fan engage-
ment in modern sports.

Who Is Aryaman Birla? Former 
Rajasthan Royals Pick Now RCB 

Chairman

Aryaman Birla has stepped into the 
spotlight after being named chairman 
of  Royal Challengers Bengaluru follow-
ing a major ownership change in the 
Indian Premier League. Once known as 
a young cricketer picked in an IPL auc-
tion, Aryaman Birla’s journey from the 
cricket field to corporate leadership 
has attracted significant attention.
Massive Ownership Deal

Aryaman Birla will take over as 
chairman after a consortium led by the 
Aditya Birla Group acquired Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru in a multi-bil-
lion-dollar deal. The agreement in-
volved purchasing the franchise from 
United Spirits Limited, a subsidiary of  
Diageo.

The ownership change marks a ma-
jor shift for one of  the IPL’s most popu-
lar franchises and signals a new era for 
the team under fresh leadership.
From Cricket To Corporate 
Leadership

Aryaman Birla is the son of  Kumar 
Mangalam Birla and belongs to one of  
India’s most prominent business fami-
lies. However, before entering the cor-
porate world, he pursued a professional 
career in cricket.

He played domestic cricket for Mad-
hya Pradesh cricket team and was con-
sidered a promising all-rounder. His 
cricket journey gained attention in 
2018 when he was picked by Rajasthan 
Royals during the IPL auction. Al-
though he did not feature in a match, 
the selection marked a significant mile-

stone in his sporting career.
Early Exit From Cricket

Despite his promising start, Ary-
aman Birla stepped away from profes-
sional cricket at a young age. He took a 
break from the sport to focus on mental 
health and personal priorities, eventu-
ally transitioning into business roles 
within the Aditya Birla Group.

His decision surprised many at the 
time, but it marked the beginning of  
his journey into corporate leadership 
and business management.
A New Role With RCB

With the new ownership structure in 
place, Aryaman Birla will now lead 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru as chair-
man. The move reflects the growing in-
volvement of  young business leaders in 
sports management and franchise 
ownership.

His cricketing background, com-
bined with business experience, is ex-
pected to influence the team’s strategic 
direction and long-term vision.
From IPL Pick To IPL Chairman

Aryaman Birla’s journey is unique — 
from being picked by Rajasthan Royals 
in an IPL auction to becoming chairman 
of  Royal Challengers Bengaluru. His 
transition highlights the growing con-
nection between cricket and corporate 
leadership in the IPL ecosystem.

As Royal Challengers Bengaluru en-
ters a new chapter, Aryaman Birla’s 
leadership will be closely watched by 
fans and cricket observers alike.

Why Rajasthan Royals Sale Could Earn Shane Warne’s 

Family ₹450 Crore 
The recent sale of  Rajasthan 

Royals has sparked widespread 
attention, not just for its massive 
valuation but also for the finan-
cial windfall it could bring to the 
family of  late Australian cricket 
legend Shane Warne.
A Visionary Deal From 2008

When Shane Warne joined Ra-
jasthan Royals ahead of  the in-
a u g u r a l  I n d i a n  P r e m i e r 
League season in 2008, he nego-
tiated a unique clause in his 
contract. Instead of  relying 
solely on salary, Warne secured 
0.75% ownership stake in the 
franchise for every season he 
played.

Warne spent four seasons 
with Rajasthan Royals, during 
which he captained the team 
and famously led them to vic-
tory in the very first IPL sea-
son in 2008. By the end of  his 
stint, his total stake in the 
franchise had grown to 3% 
ownership.
Rajasthan Royals Sold For 
Massive Valuation

Nearly two decades later, Ra-
jasthan Royals has been sold to 
a consortium led by US-based 

entrepreneur Kal Somani. The 
deal reportedly values the fran-
chise at USD 1.63 billion (around 
₹15,000 crore), making it one of  
the biggest transactions in IPL 
history. 

With this new valuation, 
Warne’s 3% stake has dramati-
cally increased in value, trans-
lating to roughly ₹450–₹460 
crore for his family. 
A Small Stake Turns Into Big 
Fortune

At the time Warne negotiat-
ed the deal, the IPL was still in 

its early stages and franchise 
valuations were relatively 
modest. However, the league’s 
rapid growth, global popular-
ity, and rising media rights 
values  have significantly 
boosted team valuations.

Warne’s decision to opt for 
equity instead of  higher sal-
ary has now proven to be a 
masterstroke. Over the years, 
the IPL has become one of  the 
richest cricket leagues in the 
world, and Rajasthan Royals’ 
value has increased many 
times over.

Warne’s Legacy Beyond 
Cricket

Shane Warne passed away in 
2022, but his smart investment 
continues to benefit his family. 
His foresight in securing owner-
ship rather than just match fees 
has been widely praised as a 
brilliant financial decision.

The development also highlights 
how players are increasingly look-
ing at franchise ownership and 
long-term investments beyond 
their playing careers. Warne’s 
move is now being seen as one of  
the most successful off-field deci-
sions made by a cricketer.
A Historic Financial Windfall

The Rajasthan Royals sale under-
scores the growing financial power 
of  the IPL and how early invest-
ments in the league have paid off  
significantly. What began as a small 
contractual clause in 2008 has now 
turned into a massive windfall for 
Shane Warne’s family.

Warne’s role in leading Ra-
jasthan Royals to their historic 
2008 title and his early belief  in 
the franchise continue to pay 
dividends — cementing his lega-
cy not just as a cricketing icon, 
but also as a visionary investor.

“Not Doing Stupid Arrival Videos”: 
Jason Gillespie’s PSL Entry Goes 

Viral 

Former Australian fast bowler Jason 
Gillespie grabbed attention ahead of  
the Pakistan Super League 2026 season 
after he refused to take part in a promo-
tional arrival video for his franchise, 
calling the concept “stupid” in a viral 
clip.
Gillespie’s Straightforward 
Response

Gillespie, who has joined the newly 
formed Hyderabad Kingsmen as head 
coach, was seen in a video being asked 
by the team’s media crew to come 
down and shoot a welcome video at the 
hotel. However, the former Australia 
pacer declined the request without 
hesitation.

“I am not coming down. I have a lot of  
work to do. I’m not going to shoot those 
stupid arrival videos,” Gillespie said in 
the clip, which quickly spread across so-
cial media platforms. 

The blunt response surprised many, 
especially since arrival videos and social 
media content have become a common 
part of  franchise cricket promotions.
Focus On Work Over Show

Gillespie’s reaction reflected his no-
nonsense approach. Known for his pro-
fessional mindset during his playing 
career, the former Australian pacer 
made it clear that he preferred focusing 
on preparations rather than promo-
tional content.

Despite the viral moment, Gillespie 
also expressed excitement about work-
ing with the franchise and developing 
players. Earlier, he had said he was 
looking forward to being part of  the 
Hyderabad-based team and getting 

started with preparations. 
New Franchise, New Role

The Hyderabad Kingsmen are one of  
the new teams introduced for the 2026 
season after the league expanded to 
eight franchises. The team is making 
its debut in the upcoming tournament, 
with Gillespie leading the coaching 
setup. 

This marks Gillespie’s return to Pa-
kistan cricket after previously serving 
as Pakistan’s Test coach for a brief  pe-
riod. His appointment as head coach 
was seen as a significant move for the 
new franchise.
Social Media Reacts

The clip quickly went viral, with fans 
praising Gillespie’s honest and 
straightforward response. Many users 
appreciated his focus on cricket over 
promotional gimmicks, while others 
found the moment humorous.

The incident also highlighted how 
modern franchise leagues rely heavily 
on social media engagement, with ar-
rival videos becoming a regular feature 
across tournaments.
PSL 2026 Approaches

The 2026 Pakistan Super League is 
set to begin soon, with eight teams com-
peting in the expanded format. As fran-
chises gear up for the new season, 
Gillespie’s viral moment has already 
added early buzz to the tournament.

While promotional content remains 
an important part of  modern cricket 
leagues, Gillespie’s reaction showed 
that for some, preparation and perfor-
mance still come first.

Ananya Birla Shares Viral IPL Memes 
After Meeting Shubman Gill 

IPL Started In 2008, But Lalit Modi Pitched Idea A Decade Earlier 
The Indian Premier League 

may have officially launched in 
2008, but the idea behind the 
tournament dates back nearly a 
decade earlier. Long before fran-
chise cricket became a global 
phenomenon, Lalit Modi had al-
ready proposed a similar con-
cept to the Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India.
A Vision Ahead Of Its Time

The IPL, which transformed 
cricket into a high-octane enter-
tainment product, has grown 
into one of  the biggest sporting 
leagues in the world. Today, top 
international players compete 
fiercely for contracts, and fran-
chise valuations continue to rise 
every year.

However, former India crick-
eter and ex-selector Saba Karim 
revealed that the concept behind 
the IPL existed long before 2008. 
According to him, Lalit Modi 
proposed the idea of  a franchise-
based cricket league as early as 
1997-98 — a time when Twenty20 
cricket itself  did not exist and 
One Day Internationals domi-
nated the format. 

Karim explained that Modi 
submitted a proposal to the BCCI 
outlining the creation of  a city-
based cricket league. At the 
time, the idea was considered 
unconventional, and it failed to 

gain traction. 
Plans That Nearly Took Off

Despite the lack of  support, 
initial groundwork had already 
begun. Saba Karim revealed that 
discussions had progressed to 
the point where teams were be-
ing planned, including a poten-
tial Bengal franchise.

He also mentioned that some 
players had agreed to partici-
pate, and contracts were even 
drafted. The plan included teams 
with a mix of  local and outside 
players, similar to the structure 
later adopted by the IPL. 

However, for multiple reasons, 
the proposal never materialised. 
Still, the idea remained in the 
minds of  administrators and 

stakeholders, eventually paving 
the way for the IPL’s launch 
years later. 
IPL Finally Becomes Reality

The Indian Premier League 
eventually launched in 2008 and 
quickly revolutionised cricket. 
The franchise-based format, 
player auctions, entertainment 
elements, and global participa-
tion made it an instant success.

The league’s influence ex-
panded rapidly, attracting inter-
national stars, massive sponsor-
ship deals, and soaring broadcast 
revenues. Over the years, IPL 
franchises have become billion-
dollar entities, reflecting the 
tournament’s enormous com-
mercial success.

IPL’s Growing Financial Power
The continued expansion of  

the IPL highlights how far the 
league has come since its incep-
tion. Recently, major franchise 
deals have further underscored 
the league’s financial strength.

A consortium led by the Adi-
tya Birla Group acquired Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru in a mul-
ti-billion-dollar deal. Mean-
while, Rajasthan Royals was also 
sold to a new consortium at a 
massive valuation.

These developments show 
how IPL franchises have evolved 
into global sporting assets, at-
tracting investors from across 
industries.
A Vision That Changed 
Cricket Forever

Lalit Modi’s early proposal, 
once considered unrealistic, 
eventually reshaped cricket’s 
commercial landscape. What 
started as an idea in the late 
1990s became a reality in 2008 
and has since transformed the 
sport.

Today, the IPL is more than 
just a cricket tournament — it 
is a global sports and entertain-
ment powerhouse. And its ori-
gin story highlights how one 
idea, pitched years earlier, went 
on to change the future of  crick-
et forever. 
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SCREEN
 VIJAYAWADA, THURSDAY, MARCH, 26.03.2026

Tollywood star Ram Charan 
is all set to resume shooting 
for his highly anticipated 
sports action drama Peddi 
starting tomorrow, delighting 
fans across the country. The 
actor had recently suffered a 
minor injury on set, which 
temporarily halted produc-
tion, but the team confirmed 
that he has fully recovered and 
will be back for crucial por-
tions of  the film’s final 
schedule.

The injury, a small cut above 
his eye sustained during an in-
tense action sequence, was 
treated promptly, and the actor 
is ready to jump back into ac-
tion. The crew reassured fans 

that Ram Charan’s health is 
fine and that filming 

will continue without 
further delays.

Peddi, directed by 
Buchi Babu Sana, 
stars Ram Charan 
alongside Janhvi 
Kapoor in the lead 
roles.  The film, 
known for its large-
scale production, 
features music by 
Oscar-winning com-
poser A. R. Rahman 
and is produced un-
der multiple ban-
ners with a report-
ed high budget, 
making it one of  the 
most ambitious Tel-

ugu films in recent times.
The movie has already cre-

ated a buzz with glimpses of  
its “First Shot” and its chart-
topping single Chikiri Chikiri, 
showcasing Ram Charan’s 
rugged look and high-energy 
performance. Fans have eager-
ly awaited updates as the team 
wrapped up several action-
packed and dramatic sequenc-
es across locations including 
Hyderabad and Delhi.

 Although the shooting was 
briefly interrupted due to Ram 
Charan’s injury, the produc-
tion team has been steadily 
progressing, now entering the 
final stages of  principal pho-
tography. The makers had 
originally planned to release 
Peddi in late March but post-
poned it to ensure the film 

meets the expected scale and 
quality.With Ram Charan re-
turning to the sets, excitement 
among fans is soaring. Audi-
ences can expect more updates 
and promotional material as 
the film nears its theatrical re-
lease, promising high-octane 
action, engaging performanc-
es, and the grandeur that Tol-
lywood blockbusters are 
known for. Peddi continues to 
be one of  the most talked-
about films in the industry, 
and Ram Charan’s comeback 
on set is sure to boost the an-
ticipation even further.

This sets the stage for a 
thrilling finish to the film’s 
production and builds momen-
tum for its eventual release, 
keeping Tollywood fans on the 
edge of  their seats.

 Bollywood actress Janhvi 
Kapoor is rapidly making her 
mark in Tollywood following 
her notable debut in the Tel-
ugu film Devara: Part 1 along-
side Jr NTR. Her perfor-
mance in the film has opened 
doors to bigger opportuni-
ties, with filmmakers and 
producers increasingly keen 
to cast her in South Indian 
projects.

Devara proved to be a sig-
nificant stepping stone, al-
lowing Janhvi to connect 
with Telugu audiences and 
gain recognition in a highly 
competitive industry. The 
film’s success has boosted 
her visibility and positioned 
her as a promising talent in 
regional cinema.

Following this debut, Jan-
hvi has already been cast in 
the high-profile Telugu 
sports action drama Peddi, 
starring Ram Charan, high-
lighting the growing demand 
for her presence in the indus-
try. Reports suggest that she 

is open to taking on multiple 
projects in Tollywood, adapt-
ing her approach to project 
choices and remuneration to 
expand her opportunities.

Industry insiders indicate 
that Janhvi could join other 
major Telugu productions in 
the near future, potentially 
working alongside top stars. 
Fans and critics alike are 
watching closely, noting that 
her early success in Telugu 
cinema could lead to a long-
term career in the South, 
complementing her Bolly-
wood work.With several 
high-profile Telugu releases 
lined up and growing inter-
est from filmmakers, Janhvi 
Kapoor’s post-Devara mo-
mentum signals a promising 
new chapter in her career, 
establishing her as a 
rising pan-India 
actress.

Bollywood and 
pan-India cinema 
fans are enjoying 
a playful behind-
the-scenes  mo-
m e n t  b e t w e e n 
Mrunal Thakur 
and her Dacoit co-
star Adivi Sesh. 
During the shoot 
of  their upcoming 

a c t i o n  d r a m a , 
Thakur took it upon 

herself  to teach Sesh 
some Marathi phras-
es and iconic lines 
from the cult comedy 
Ashi Hi Banwa Ban-

wi, leading to plenty 
of  laughter.
In the clip, Thakur 

guides Sesh through every-
day Marathi expressions and 
encourages him to mimic fa-
mous dialogues. One of  the 
funniest moments shows him 
attempting a classic line from 
the original film, capturing 
the humorous chemistry be-
tween the two stars.

Fans have found the video 
endearing as it highlights 
their off-screen camaraderie 

and playful interactions. 
Thakur, proud of  her 
Marathi roots, enjoys 
sharing a piece of  her 
culture, while Sesh’s 
enthusiastic partici-
pation adds to the 
charm.

The light-hearted 
exchange is a re-
minder that while 
filming can be in-
tense and demand-
ing, the cast also 
finds time to have 
fun and bond. The 
D a c o i t  s h o o t 
continues to 
g e n e r a t e 
excitement 
a m o n g 
fans, both 
for the film 
itself  and 
the enter-
t a i n i n g 
b e h i n d -
t h e -
s c e n e s 
m o -
m e n t s 
like this.

Tollywood has been filled 
with support and warmth 
as Pawan Kalyan extended 
heartfelt wishes to Ram 
Charan following the lat-
ter’s recent on set injury. 
The Kushi star had suf-
fered a minor injury dur-
ing the shoot of  his upcom-
ing film Peddi, prompting 
concern among fans — and 
Pawan Kalyan’s public 
message has only added re-
a s s u r a n c e  a n d  
encouragement.

In a gracious gesture 
that’s resonated widely 
across social media, Pawan 
Kalyan shared his best 
wishes for Ram Charan’s 
q u i c k  r e c o ve r y  a n d 
strength. The note reflected 
genuine camaraderie be-
tween the stars and high-
lighted the close knit bonds 
within the Telugu film fra-
ternity. His message called 
for fans to remain confi-
dent, emphasizing that 
Charan’s passion and resil-
ience will see him back on 
his feet soon.

This supportive shout 
out comes at a time when 
fans have been eagerly 
awaiting updates on Ped-
di’s shooting schedule. 
Ram Charan’s temporary 
pause from filming trig-
gered waves of  concern on-
line, with many expressing 
hope for his swift return. 
Pawan Kalyan’s gesture 
brought positivity to that 
narrative, reassuring audi-
ences that Charan is recov-
ering well.

Tollywood insiders sug-
gest that such public en-

couragement from a senior 
star carries significant 
emotional value for actors 
and fans alike. It reinforces 
the strong sense of  frater-
nity among industry peers, 
especially during challeng-
ing moments like injuries 
or production halts. For the 
audience, it also under-
scores the unity and mutu-
al respect that prominent 
stars share beyond screen 
rivalries.

Ram Charan’s injury was 
reported to be minor, and 
sources close to the team 
earlier confirmed that he is 
already on the mend and 
expected to rejoin the Peddi 
shoot shortly. Pawan Kaly-
an’s wishes have given fans 
yet another reason to stay 
optimistic about the film’s 
progress and the actor’s 
well being.

As the news spreads, so-
cial media has lit up with 
fans echoing Pawan Kaly-
an’s sentiments and send-
ing their own get well mes-
sages to Charan. This 
collective wave of  support 
reflects the affection that 
audiences hold for both 
stars and highlights how 
moments of  vulnerability 
can foster unity across 
fandoms.

With both peers and fans 
rallying behind him, all 
eyes are now on Ram 
Charan’s recovery and his 
return to the Peddi sets — 
and Pawan Kalyan’s warm 
message has undeniably 
brought an extra dose of  
encouragement to that 
journey.

Rakasa Trailer Sparks Excitement 
with Grand Folklore World

 The official trailer of  the 
Telugu film “Rakasa” has 
been released, giving audi-
ences an immersive glimpse 
into a visually expansive folk-
lore universe rooted in myth, 
ritual, and survival, while 
naturally blending humour 
into its narrative. Directed by 
debutant Manasa Sharma 
and produced by Niharika Ko-
nidela and Umesh Kumar 
Bansal under Pink Elephant 
Pictures in collaboration with 
Zee Studios, the film stars 
Sangeeth Shobhan and Nayan 
Sarika in lead roles.

The trailer opens with the 
chilling voiceover, “What lies 
in the fort… is not meant for 
ordinary men, but for the ter-
rifying Brahma Rakshasa,” 
immediately establishing a 
world where a sealed fortress, 
recurring sacrifices, and vil-
lage rituals govern survival. 
Sangeeth Shobhan’s charac-
ter, Veera, enters this system 
of  fear and tradition, gradu-

ally revealing a story that 
mixes suspense, romance, 
and comedy. Moments of  hu-
mour arise naturally from 
character interactions, par-
ticularly between Veera, Get-
up Srinu, and Tanikella Bha-
rani, balancing the tension of  
the looming supernatural 
threat.

Visually, the trailer im-
presses with torch-lit interi-
ors, dense textures, and tow-
ering fortifications, creating a 
grounded yet epic setting. 
Scenes featuring falling mete-
ors, night-time transforma-
tions of  animals, and ritual 
markings build suspense, 
while the background score 
transitions from light, playful 
motifs to intense, atmospher-
ic crescendos, heightening 
the sense of  danger. Romantic 
sequences between the hero 
and heroine also add emotion-
al depth, showing a strong 
love angle within the folklore 
narrative.

The trailer has already gen-
erated massive online engage-
ment, with title glimpses 
crossing 1.9 million views and 
teasers surpassing 3 million. 
Songs like “Rapappa,” “Padhe 
Padhe,” and “Snake Dance” 
have become chartbusters, 
amplifying the film’s reach.

Rakasa is set for a world-
wide release on April 3, 2026, 
with overseas premieres on 
April  2 .  Theatrical 
rights in the Telugu 
states are managed 
by Sri Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Movie Mak-
ers, while Atharvana 
Bhadrakali Pictures 
oversees internation-
al distribution, 
covering mar-
kets in the 
U S ,  U K , 
C a n a d a , 
E u r o p e , 
and Aus-
tralia. Dig-
ital stream-

ing rights have been acquired 
by Netflix, with Saregama 
securing the audio rights.

The ensemble cast includes 
Vennela Kishore, Brahmaji, 
Ashish Vidyarthi, Sukwinder 
Singh, Annapurnamma, and 
Anoopsingh Thakur, adding 
depth and tonal va-
riety. The tech-
nical team fea-
t u r e s 

cinematog-
raphy by 

R a j u 
Edurolu, 
music by 
A n u d e e p 

Dev, edit-
i n g 

by Anwar Ali, action choreog-
raphy by Vijay, production de-
sign by Ramanjaneyulu, and 
art direction and costumes 
that further enrich the folk-
lore setting.

With its mix of  mythology, 
suspense, humour, and visual 
grandeur, Rakasa is shaping 
up to be a distinctive cinemat-
ic experience for audiences, 
promising a big-screen spec-
tacle that blends narrative 
d e p t h  w i t h  t h r i l l i n g 
entertainment.

Renowned playback singer 
Shreya Ghoshal has created 
history by becoming the first 
Indian female artiste in three 
decades to release a live album. 
Titled The All Hearts Tour – 
Live, the album captures elec-
trifying moments from her re-
cent global concerts, giving 
fans a chance to relive the en-
ergy, emotion, and magic of  
her performances on stage.

Celebrated for her versatile 
voice and melodious singing, 
Ghoshal has recorded thou-
sands of  songs across multiple 
languages throughout her il-
lustrious career. With this live 
album, she showcases her ex-
ceptional vocal prowess while 
connecting with fans in a more 
intimate and authentic way.

The album features record-
ings from her All Hearts Tour, 
which included sold-out shows 
across India and abroad. Fans 
have praised the album for its 
production quality and the way 
it captures the spontaneity and 
passion of  her live perfor-
mances. Shreya shared that the 
album is a special gift for her 
audience, allowing them to ex-
perience the same thrill and 
emotion she felt on stage.

This release marks a signifi-
cant milestone in Indian mu-
sic, as live albums are rare in 
the country, especially by fe-
male artists. By venturing into 
this format, Shreya has set a 
new benchmark and opened 
the door for other artists to ex-
plore live recordings as a way 
to  connect  dee ply  with 

audiences.
Critics and fans alike have 

hailed the album as a testa-
ment to her enduring talent, 
noting how it preserves the 
raw energy of  her concerts 
while showcasing her stunning 
vocal range. Many see this 
achievement as a step forward 
in bringing Indian live music 
into the global spotlight.

With The All Hearts Tour – 
Live, Shreya Ghoshal not only 
celebrates a major professional 
milestone but also inspires a 
new generation of  musicians 
to innovate and dream bigger. 
Her historic achievement rein-
forces her position as one of  
India’s most beloved and influ-
ential singers.
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