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Chandrababu Naidu Reviews Amaravati
Works at CRDA Meeting

Amaravati, March 10 |
TPN Bureau

ndhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu

held a review meet-
ing with officials of the Andhra
Pradesh Capital Region Devel-
opment Authority (CRDA) and
directed them to speed up devel-
opment works in the capital re-
gion of Amaravati.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister assessed the
progress of various infrastruc-
ture and development projects
being undertaken in the capital
city. He instructed officials to
ensure that all ongoing works
are completed within the stipu-
lated timelines while maintain-
ing high standards of quality.

Naidu emphasised that Am-
aravati must be developed as a
modern and world-class capital
city with advanced infrastruc-
ture. He directed officials to fo-
cus on the construction of key
government buildings, road
networks, drainage systems
and other essential civic facili-
ties needed for the smooth func-
tioning of the capital.

Officials briefed the Chief
Minister about the current sta-
tus of several projects in the
capital region, including ad-
ministrative complexes, resi-
dential layouts and public infra-
structure. They also presented
updates on plans to improve
connectivity and create modern
urban facilities that would sup-
port the city’s long-term
growth.
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The Chief Minister stressed
the importance of coordinated
efforts among various depart-
ments involved in the capital
development works. He asked
officials to resolve administra-
tive and technical issues quick-
ly so that the pace of construc-
tion does not slow down.

Naidu also highlighted the
need to adopt modern urban
planning practices in the devel-
opment of Amaravati. He said
the capital city should reflect
global standards in terms of
planning, design and environ-
mental sustainability. Accord-
ing to him, proper planning and
execution will help create a
well-structured city that can
serve as the administrative and
economic hub of the state.

Another key topic discussed
during the meeting was the
welfare of farmers who con-
tributed their lands for the
capital city project under the
land pooling scheme. The
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Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to ensure that all commit-
ments made to farmers are
honoured and that develop-
ment of infrastructure in
their returnable plots is taken
up without delay.

The meeting also reviewed
proposals aimed at attracting
investments and establishing
institutions in the capital re-
gion. Officials discussed strat-
egies to promote Amaravati as
a destination for education,
business and government
administration.

Senior ministers, bureau-
crats and CRDA officials attend-
ed the meeting and provided
updates on various develop-
ment initiatives. The Chief
Minister reiterated that the
state government is committed
to completing the capital city
project and transforming Am-
aravati into a vibrant and well-
planned urban centre in the
coming years.

One-Man Commission to Probe Adulterated Ghee Incident

Amaravati, March 10 |
TPN Bureau

he Andhra Pradesh
government has de-
cided to appoint a sin-
gle-member commis-
sion to investigate the alleged
adulterated ghee incident
linked to the supply of ghee
used in the preparation of the
famous Tirupati laddu prasad-
am at the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD).

According to official sources,
the state government took the
decision in view of the serious-
ness of the allegations and the
concerns raised by devotees
across the country. The commis-
sion will conduct a detailed in-
quiry into the procurement,
quality testing and supply pro-
cess of ghee used for preparing
the temple’s prasadam.

The government has appoint-
ed a retired judge to head the
commission, which will func-
tion as an independent body to
examine all aspects of the is-
sue. The commission has been
tasked with identifying wheth-
er adulterated or substandard

ghee was supplied, how the al-
leged irregularities occurred
and who was responsible for
any lapses in the system.

Officials said the inquiry will
cover the entire procurement
chain, including tender proce-
dures, supply agreements,
quality checks and monitoring
mechanisms. The commission
will also review the role of sup-
pliers and officials involved in
the procurement process to de-
termine whether proper stand-
ards and guidelines were
followed.

The state government has
asked the commission to sub-
mit a comprehensive report
within a specified timeframe.
Based on the findings, appro-
priate action will be taken
against those found responsi-
ble for any violations or
negligence.

The controversy over the
quality of ghee used in temple
prasadam had sparked wide-
spread debate and political re-
actions in Andhra Pradesh.
The Tirupatiladdu, considered
one of the most sacred offerings

to devotees of Lord Ven-
kateswara, is prepared in large
quantities every day at the tem-
ple kitchen and distributed as
prasadam to pilgrims.

Given the religious signifi-
cance and the faith attached to
the prasadam, the government
stated that it is committed to en-
suring complete transparency
in the investigation. Officials
emphasised that maintaining
the sanctity and quality of the
temple offerings is of utmost
importance.

The inquiry commission will
collect evidence, examine docu-
ments and record statements
from officials, suppliers and
other concerned parties. It is
also expected to review labora-
tory reports and other technical
findings related to the alleged
adulteration.

Authorities said the probe
aims to restore public confi-
dence and ensure that strict
quality control measures are
followed in the future. The gov-
ernment reiterated that it will
take stringent action if any
wrongdoing is established
through the investigation.

Evacuation of Telugus from Bahrain Begins

Amaravati, March 10 |
TPN Bureau

he evacuation pro-

cess of Telugu peo-

ple stranded in Bah-

rain has begun,
with the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment taking steps to en-
sure their safe return to India.
Officials said several people
have already started their
journey back home, while ar-
rangements are being made to
bring back others in the com-
ing days.

According to authorities,
around 600 Telugu people were
stranded in Bahrain due to the
tense situation in West Asia
and disruptions in air travel.
Acting on the instructions of
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu, officials initiated ef-
forts to coordinate with air-
lines, the Indian Embassy and
other agencies to facilitate
their return.

Officials from the Andhra
Pradesh Non-Resident Telugu
Society (APNRTS) and AP

Bhavan in New Delhi are
closely monitoring the situa-
tion and assisting the strand-
ed people. As part of the evac-
uation process, a group of
Telugu passengers has already
departed from Bahrain and ar-
rived in India through special
arrangements made with
airlines.

Authorities said about 58
Telugu people were brought
from Bahrain to Cochin on
Tuesday with the help of air-
line services. Another group
of around 138 people is expect-
ed to reach Mumbai shortly.
Officials are continuing coor-
dination efforts to arrange
flights for the remaining
stranded individuals.

The state government has
also set up a coordination
mechanism to assist those
waiting to return. Telugu as-
sociations in the Gulf and rep-
resentatives of APNRTS are
providing support by helping
passengers with travel ar-
rangements and other
assistance.
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Officials said that the evacu-
ation process is being carried
out in phases to ensure the
safe movement of all stranded
people. Necessary clearances
and travel arrangements are
being coordinated with the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation and the Union Ministry
of Civil Aviation.

The government has also
urged stranded Telugu people
in Bahrain to stay in contact
with Telugu associations and
official helplines for assis-

tance. Authorities are verify-
ing the details of those await-
ing evacuation so that
appropriate travel arrange-
ments can be made.

Officials stated that efforts
will continue until every Telu-
gu person stranded in Bahrain
safely returns to India. The
state government reiterated
that it is closely monitoring
the situation and will extend
all necessary support to en-
sure the safe return of its
citizens.

Lokesh Slams YSRCP Over ‘Fake
Propaganda’ on Temple Attacks

Amaravati, March 10 | TPN
Bureau

ndhra Pradesh Minister

Nara Lokesh strongly

criticised the YSR Con-

gress Party (YSRCP),
accusing the opposition party of
spreading false propaganda regard-
ing alleged attacks on Hindu tem-
ples in the state.

Responding to claims circulating
on social media, Lokesh said cer-
tain political groups were deliber-
ately sharing misleading videos
and messages to create confusion
among people. He alleged that the
opposition was attempting to pro-
voke religious sentiments and mis-
lead the public for political gain.

The minister urged citizens not
to believe such claims and advised
them to verify facts through official
sources before reacting to social
media posts. According to him, the
state government had already clari-
fied several such allegations
through official channels and fact-
checking mechanisms.

Lokesh referred to the contro-
versy surrounding the renovation
works at the Sri Nettikanti An-
janeya Swamy Temple in Ananta-
pur district. He said some individu-
als were spreading misinformation
by claiming that the temple had
been demolished.

Clarifying the issue, Lokesh stat-
ed that the temple was undergoing
reconstruction as part of planned
development and renovation
works. He explained that the old
structure was removed in accord-

ance with traditional religious
practices and with the guidance of
Agama experts and temple
authorities.

He said the reconstruction of im-
portant parts of the temple, includ-
ing the sanctum and other struc-
tures, was already in progress and
that a significant portion of the
stone construction had been com-
pleted. The renovation was being
carried out with proper religious
procedures and the consent of tem-
ple committees, he added.

The minister accused the opposi-
tion of circulating selective visuals
from the construction site to falsely
claim that temples were being at-
tacked or destroyed in the state.
Such campaigns, he said, were in-
tended to spread misinformation
and disturb communal harmony.

Lokesh stressed that the govern-
ment is committed to protecting
temples and ensuring their devel-
opment while preserving religious
traditions. He said renovation and
reconstruction works are under-
taken only after following proper
procedures and consulting reli-
gious experts.

Appealing to the public, Lokesh
urged people not to fall for politically
motivated propaganda and to rely on
verified information. He also
warned that those spreading false
information to create unrest would
eventually face consequences.

The minister reiterated that the
state government remains dedicat-
ed to safeguarding religious insti-
tutions and maintaining peace and
harmony among communities.
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Chandrababu Naidu Makes
Interesting Remarks on BCCI,
ICC

Amaravati, March 10 | TPN
Bureau

ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu made interest-
ing remarks about the
role and influence of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and the International Cricket
Council (ICC) during a review
meeting of the Andhra Pradesh
Capital Region Development Au-
thority (CRDA) held in Amaravati.

Speaking during the meeting, the
Chief Minister used the example of
international cricket administra-
tion to explain how strong leader-
ship and strategic planning can el-
evate an organisation’s global
standing. He observed that the
BCCI has grown into one of the
most powerful cricket bodies in the
world and now plays a significant
role in shaping global cricket
policies.

Naidu pointed out that India’s
strong position in international
cricket did not happen overnight
but was the result of long-term vi-
sion, effective management and
consistent efforts to strengthen the
sport’s ecosystem. According to
him, India’s influence within the
ICC reflects the country’s growing
economic strength and organisa-
tional capability.

Drawing a parallel with govern-
ance and development, the Chief
Minister said institutions and or-
ganisations achieve global recogni-
tion only when they focus on pro-
fessionalism, transparency and
efficiency. He noted that the rise of
the BCCI within the ICC demon-
strates how strategic leadership
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can transform an institution into a
global powerhouse.

Naidu also stressed the impor-
tance of adopting similar princi-
ples in governance and develop-
ment initiatives in Andhra
Pradesh. He said that with proper
planning, discipline and commit-
ment, the state too can achieve in-
ternational standards in infra-
structure and administration.

During the CRDA meeting, the
Chief Minister reviewed the pro-
gress of various development
works in the capital region of Am-
aravati. Officials briefed him about
ongoing infrastructure projects,
including road networks, govern-
ment buildings, drainage systems
and other civic facilities planned
for the capital city.

Naidu directed officials to accel-
erate the implementation of these
projects and ensure that all works
are carried out with high quality
and within the specified timelines.
He emphasised that Amaravati
should emerge as a modern and
globally competitive capital city
with advanced infrastructure and
sustainable urban planning.

The Chief Minister also instruct-
ed departments to work in close co-
ordination to avoid delays in pro-
ject execution. He reiterated that
the development of Amaravati re-
mains one of the top priorities of
the state government and called on
officials to maintain efficiency and
accountability in implementing the
capital city plans.

Senior ministers and officials at-
tended the CRDA review meeting
and presented updates on various
development initiatives being un-
dertaken in the capital region.
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AP Tourism Minister Durgesh Invites
Investors at IAAPI Expo in Mumbai

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau :

Andhra Pradesh Tourism Min-
ister Kandula Durgesh invited in-
vestors from across the country to
explore the vast opportunities
available in the state’s tourism
and entertainment sectors. Speak-
ing at the 24th Indian Association
of Amusement Parks and Indus-
tries (IAAPI) Expo in Mumbai,
where he attended as the chief
guest, the minister highlighted
the state government’s efforts to
transform Andhra Pradesh into a
major tourism destination in
India.

Addressing industry represent-
atives, investors, and tourism ex-
perts at the event, Durgesh said
that the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has granted industry status
to the tourism sector and intro-
duced the new Tourism Policy
2024-29 to attract investments.
The policy offers several incen-
tives and benefits for investors in-
terested in developing tourism in-
frastructure, including theme
parks, amusement parks, water
parks, resorts, and adventure
tourism facilities.

The minister said Andhra
Pradesh has immense potential to
become a leading hub for enter-
tainment and tourism projects
due to its long coastline, rich cul-
tural heritage, and diverse natural
attractions. He added that the
state government is committed to
strengthening the tourism econo-
my by creating a business-friendly
environment for investors and
promoting innovative tourism
initiatives.

Durgesh emphasized that the
coalition government led by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
and Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan has prepared the “Swarna
Andhra Tourism Vision 2047,”
which aims to develop world-class
tourism infrastructure and at-
tract global investments. He noted
that major cities like Amaravati,
Visakhapatnam, and Tirupati of-
fer excellent opportunities for
large-scale tourism and entertain-
ment projects.

According to the minister, Am-
aravati, being a greenfield capital
city, presents unique opportuni-
ties for the development of mega
entertainment and tourism ven-

tures. Visakhapatnam is rapidly
emerging as a premier coastal
tourism hub with immense poten-
tial for waterfront attractions and
international-level theme parks.
Tirupati, which receives millions
of pilgrims every year, also offers
a strong market for family enter-
tainment and hospitality
projects.

Durgesh also pointed out that
tier-2 and tier-3 cities in the state
present promising opportunities
for smaller amusement and rec-
reational parks. Such projects re-
quire relatively lower investment
and can be completed quickly
while providing faster returns to
investors.

Highlighting the government’s
initiatives to simplify investment
procedures, the minister said the
land allocation process for hotels,
theme parks, and resorts has been
streamlined. Investments exceed-
ing %50 crore can obtain land ap-
provals through the State Invest-
ment Promotion Board.

He revealed that in the past year
alone, the state has attracted tour-
ism investments worth 18,448
crore through 102 agreements
with various companies. Durgesh
assured investors that the Andhra
Pradesh government would ex-
tend full support for projects that
promote innovation, employment
generation, and tourism
development.

The minister concluded by in-
viting investors to partner with
the state in building a vibrant
tourism economy and shaping the
future of entertainment and lei-
sure infrastructure in Andhra
Pradesh.

Minister Ramprasad Reddy Rejects
Allegations on Land Issue, Defends
CM Chandrababu

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau :

Andhra Pradesh Minister Man-
dipalli Ramprasad Reddy strongly
refuted the allegations made by
former finance minister Buggana
Rajendranath Reddy against
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu regarding the issue of
farmers’ land encroachment. The
minister stated that the comments
made by the former minister were
misleading and intended to create
confusion among the public.

Addressing the media, Ram-
prasad Reddy said that the previ-
ous YSRCP government had se-
verely mismanaged the revenue
department, which resulted in
several land-related disputes
across the state. According to him,
many incidents of farmers’ lands
being encroached upon had come
to light during the previous re-
gime, leaving thousands of farm-
ers struggling to protect their
property rights.

The minister said that the cur-
rent coalition government is com-
mitted to safeguarding the rights
of farmers and ensuring transpar-
ency in land administration. He
added that those who have not
committed any wrongdoing
should have no reason to fear, and
alleged that the opposition leaders
were making accusations out of
political frustration.

Ramprasad Reddy highlighted
that the Chief Minister personally
responded to complaints raised by
farmers under the “Mee Bhoomi
— Mee Hakku” initiative. As part
of this effort, Chandrababu Naidu

directed officials to visit the af-
fected locations immediately and
assess the situation on the ground.
The minister described this step
as a responsible and proactive ap-
proach by the government to en-
sure justice for farmers.

He also made it clear that if any
instances of land encroachment
are found to be genuine, the gov-
ernment will not hesitate to take
strict action against those respon-
sible, regardless of their status or
influence. Protecting farmers’
land rights, he said, remains one
of the key priorities of the state
government.

The minister further criticized
the previous government, accus-
ing it of misusing public funds. He
claimed that the earlier adminis-
tration had spent nearly 2750 crore
on installing boundary stones
with images, rather than focusing
on resolving land disputes and
providing effective services to
farmers.

Ramprasad Reddy also referred
to the controversial Land Titling
Act introduced during the previ-
ous government’s tenure, stating
that it had created widespread
concern among farmers. Accord-
ing to him, many farmers feared
that the law could weaken their
ownership rights and create com-
plications in land records.

He said the present government
has taken steps to restore confi-
dence among farmers by issuing
official land passbooks bearing
the government seal and by
strengthening land administra-
tion systems. These measures, he
said, are aimed at protecting peo-
ple’s property and preventing il-
legal land transactions.

The minister concluded by reit-
erating that the coalition govern-
ment is firmly committed to pro-
tecting the lands of farmers and
ordinary citizens. He assured that
any irregularities or illegal en-
croachments would be dealt with
firmly, and that the government
would continue to work toward
ensuring justice and transparency
in land-related matters.
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NaraLokesh Arrives in Delhi to Attend WhatsApp Citizen
Engagement Forum

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau :

Andhra Pradesh Minister for
Education and IT, Nara Lokesh,
arrived in the national capital
on Tuesday to participate in an
important technology and gov-
ernance-related event. Upon his
arrival in Delhi, the minister
was warmly received by Mem-
bers of Parliament from the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP).

Following his arrival, Nara
Lokesh held a brief meeting
with the party MPs, during
which they discussed various
political and developmental is-
sues concerning Andhra
Pradesh. The interaction also
focused on strengthening coor-
dination between the state gov-
ernment and the party’s parlia-
mentary representatives in
Delhi.

Lokesh’s visit to the national
capital comes in connection
with the upcoming “WhatsApp
Citizen Engagement and Inno-
vation Forum”, which is being
organized under the leadership
of Meta. The forum is expected
to bring together policymakers,
technology experts, and indus-
try leaders to discuss how digi-
tal platforms can be effectively
used to enhance communica-

tion between governments and
citizens.

According to sources, Nara
Lokesh will participate in the
forum scheduled to take place
tomorrow. The event will focus
on exploring innovative ways in
which messaging platforms like
WhatsApp can support public
service delivery, governance,
and citizen engagement. The
discussions are also likely to
highlight the role of technology
in improving transparency, ac-
cessibility, and efficiency in gov-
ernment services.

As the minister in charge of
the IT and education portfolios

in Andhra Pradesh, Lokesh has
been actively promoting digital
innovation and technological de-
velopment in the state. His par-
ticipation in the forum is expect-
ed to provide insights into how
digital communication tools can
further strengthen governance
and public interaction.

The meeting is also seen as an
opportunity for the minister to
interact with global technology
representatives and share
Andhra Pradesh’s initiatives in
the digital sector. Officials be-
lieve such engagements will
help the state adopt modern
technological solutions that can

improve governance and public
outreach.

Meanwhile, TDP leaders who
welcomed the minister ex-
pressed confidence that his par-
ticipation in the forum would
help showcase the state’s digital
vision at anational and interna-
tional platform. The discus-
sions at the event are expected
to focus on the future of citizen
engagement through technolo-
gy and the potential of digital
platforms in transforming gov-
ernance.Lokesh is likely to re-
turn after completing his offi-
cial engagements in the
capital.

CM Chandrababu Reviews Governance, Directs Measures to Minimize
Impact of Global Conflicts

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau :

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu held
areview meeting with senior of-
ficials at the Real Time Govern-
ance Society (RTGS) center in
the Secretariat on Tuesday to
discuss a range of issues, in-
cluding the potential impact of
international conflicts on the
state, public services, and devel-
opment initiatives.

During the meeting, the Chief
Minister directed officials to
closely monitor the possible
economic and trade impacts
arising from the ongoing ten-
sions involving Iran and other
Gulf regions. He emphasized
the need for proactive measures
to ensure that the state’s econo-
my and essential sectors are not
adversely affected. Chandraba-
bu Naidu particularly asked of-
ficials to keep a close watch on
commodities such as LPG, eggs,
and bananas, which may experi-
ence supply disruptions due to
geopolitical developments.

The Chief Minister also
stressed the importance of en-
suring the safety and well-being
of Telugu people living in Gulf
countries and other conflict-af-
fected regions. He instructed of-
ficials to coordinate with the
Ministry of External Affairs
and continuously track the situ-
ation of Non-Resident Telugus.
A dedicated team, along with
the RTGS center and senior of-
ficials, will regularly assess the
situation and respond promptly
if any assistance is required.

In the meeting, officials also
briefed the Chief Minister on
various public services being
delivered by electricity distribu-
tion companies, including pow-
er supply management. They
informed him that electricity
demand in the state has reached
a peak of 14,013 megawatts this
year. Chandrababu Naidu di-
rected the discoms to conduct
energy audits and submit de-
tailed reports to ensure that
power supply remains uninter-
rupted and efficient.

The Chief Minister reviewed
the education sector as well, in-
structing authorities to focus on
improving school infrastruc-
ture, maintaining cleanliness in
classrooms, ensuring the proper
implementation of the midday
meal scheme, and strengthen-
ingacademic standards. He also
suggested introducing nutri-

tious snacks made from millets,
such as chikki, on a pilot basis
for students.

Highlighting housing initia-
tives, Chandrababu Naidu an-
nounced that around 2.5 lakh
beneficiaries will participate in
a mass housewarming ceremo-
ny on the occasion of Ugadi. Of-
ficials were instructed to ensure
proper coordination so that pub-
lic representatives can partici-
pate in the program and extend
support to beneficiaries.

The Chief Minister also di-
rected officials to ensure that
sand is supplied across the state
at government-approved prices
and that public complaints re-
garding sand supply are re-
solved quickly.

In the technology sector,
Chandrababu Naidu empha-
sized the importance of imple-
menting artificial intelligence

initiatives following agree-
ments signed during the Al Im-
pact India Summit in New Del-
hi. Companies such as Bharat
Gen, NexGen, and IBM have ex-
pressed interest in establishing
Al Living Labs in the state, and
the government plans to intro-
duce related courses from the
next academic year.

He further directed officials
to establish services such as Al
Agronomists to assist farmers,
Al Tutors to support educa-
tion, and AI Doctors to provide
primary medical advice
through digital platforms. He
also proposed enabling patient
prescriptions through mobile
applications.

Additionally, the Chief Minis-
ter reviewed plans to strengthen
law enforcement through a
statewide network of around
14,000 CCTV cameras connected
through a dedicated app to help
control crime and identify
offenders.

Chandrababu Naidu also in-
structed officials to accelerate
the development of the Drone
City project in Orvakal, includ-
ing the establishment of a drone
flying track and a Remote Pilot
Training Center in collabora-
tion with the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

The meeting was attended by
Minister Kolusu Parthasar-
athi, Chief Secretary Sai Pras-
ad, and senior officials from
the IT, RTGS, mines, educa-
tion, finance, and planning
departments.

BJP Mahila Morcha Celebrates Women’s Day in Vijayawada

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau :

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha organized
a grand celebration of Interna-
tional Women’s Day in Vi-
jayawada under the leadership
of the party’s women’s wing.
The event was presided over by
NTR district Mahila Morcha
president Padmaja and wit-
nessed the participation of sev-
eral leaders, doctors, and wom-
en activists.

The program began with cul-
tural performances including
Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi
dance presentations, which cap-
tivated the audience and high-
lighted India’s rich cultural her-
itage. Several speakers at the
event emphasized the impor-
tance of women’s empower-
ment and their role in
nation-building.

Addressing the gathering,
BJP Mahila Morcha state presi-
dent Nishidha Raju stated that
women have always been re-
spected and given a special
place in Indian culture and tra-
dition since ancient times. She
said that even in mythology and
scriptures, women have been
portrayed as powerful and es-
sential partners in society. Ac-
cording to her, women’s empow-
erment is crucial for the
development of the nation.

She explained that when a

woman becomes strong and em-
powered, the entire family be-
comes stronger and healthier. A
healthy and confident woman
contributes significantly to the
well-being of the family and ul-
timately strengthens society
and the country.

Nishidha Raju also highlight-
ed several initiatives taken by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to support and empower women
across the country. She said the
government has implemented
various programs focusing on
women’s health, nutrition, and
overall development. In particu-

lar, she mentioned the Poshan
Abhiyaan initiative, which
aims to improve nutrition
among pregnant women, moth-
ers, and children through An-
ganwadi centers.

She also referred to the theme
“Stree Shakti Panchakam,” in-
troduced by BJP state president
Madhav for this year’s Women’s
Day celebrations. According to
her, the initiative focuses on the
physical and mental well-being
of women and promotes aware-
ness about traditional health
practices such as Ayurveda.

During the meeting, experts

spoke about the importance of
Ayurveda in maintaining wom-
en’s health and explained how
traditional Indian knowledge
systems can contribute to a
healthier lifestyle. Speakers
highlighted the concept of
“Garbha Sanskar,” which em-
phasizes the influence of a
mother’s physical and mental
well-being on the development
of a child even before birth.

NTR district BJP president
Adduri Sriram also addressed
the gathering and said that
women must become strong and
confident in all aspects of life.
He noted that Indian traditions
and scriptures have always
placed great importance on the
role of women in society.

Ayurveda expert Dr. Sundar
Raj Perumal spoke about the
importance of physical and
mental strength for women and
said that adopting healthy food
habits and traditional values
can help women lead balanced
lives.

Several leaders, including
Mahila Morcha state secretary
Chigurupati Lakshmi, Dr. Sa-
hithi, Dr. Sribala, and party
spokespersons Gayatri and
Yamini Sharma, participated in
the event and emphasized the
need to encourage and respect
women in every sphere of
society.
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YSRCP Leader Kakani Govardhan Reddy Criticizes
Chandrababu Naidu Government

Amarvathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
leader and former minister Ka-
kani Govardhan Reddy strongly
criticized the Andhra Pradesh
government led by Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu, al-
leging that the ruling coalition is
misusing religious institutions
for political purposes. He ac-
cused the government of turn-
ing the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (T'TD) into a political
platform instead of preserving
its spiritual significance.
Speaking to the media in Nel-
lore, Kakani Govardhan Reddy
said that the importance and
dignity of Tirumala had dimin-
ished since the coalition gov-
ernment came to power. Accord-
ing to him, the temple
administration should remain
free from political influence, but
the current government is alleg-
edly using it to promote its po-
litical agenda. He claimed that
unnecessary allegations and
controversies were being creat-
ed for political gain while ignor-
ing the sentiments of devotees.
Kakani also raised concerns
about several issues related to
temple management and secu-
rity. He referred to incidents
such as irregularities and al-
leged theft cases connected with
temple assets. The former min-
ister questioned whether the se-
curity system at the temple was
functioning effectively and de-
manded clarity on the investiga-
tion into such incidents. He stat-
ed that the public deserves to
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know the truth about what actu-
ally happened in those cases.
The YSRCP leader further al-
leged that attempts were being
made to dilute certain cases af-
ter the new government as-
sumed office. He claimed that
some of the investigations re-
lated to temple assets and theft
incidents were not being pur-
sued seriously, which raised
doubts about the transparency
of the administration. Accord-
ing to him, the authorities
should ensure strict action
against those responsible in-
stead of allowing such matters
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to fade away without proper
accountability.

Kakani Govardhan Reddy
said that Tirumala is one of the
most sacred pilgrimage centers
for millions of devotees across
the world and should be protect-
ed from political controversies.
He urged the government to re-
spect the sentiments of devotees
and ensure that temple affairs
are handled with honesty and
responsibility.

He also demanded that the
state government conduct a
thorough inquiry into the al-
leged irregularities and securi-

ty lapses related to temple prop-
erties and valuables. Ensuring
transparency and protecting the
sanctity of Tirumala, he said,
should be the top priority of the
administration.

The remarks from the YSRCP
leader come amid ongoing po-
litical tensions between the rul-
ing alliance and the opposition
in Andhra Pradesh. Political
leaders from both sides contin-
ue to exchange allegations over
governance, administration,
and the handling of sensitive
religious and public issues in
the state.

Minister Parthasarathi Accuses YS Jagan of Creating Massive

Amarvathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

Andhra Pradesh Minister
Kolusu Parthasarathi launched
a strong attack on former Chief
Minister Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, alleging that the previ-
ous government left the state
with an enormous debt burden
and weakened its financial sta-
bility. Speaking to the media in
Amaravati, the minister
claimed that the policies fol-
lowed during Jagan’s tenure
severely affected the state’s
economy and governance.

Parthasarathi stated that the
state treasury had been pushed
into a difficult situation due to
excessive borrowing during
the previous administration.
According to him, the debts
accumulated under Jagan’s
rule reached nearly ?9.70 lakh
crore, as indicated by reports
from the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG). He said
this massive borrowing has
resulted in a heavy annual fi-
nancial burden on the state
government.

The minister further ex-
plained that the interest and
repayment obligations on
these loans are placing a sig-
nificant strain on the state’s
finances. He claimed that the

Debt Burden for Andhra Pradesh
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government now has to bear
an annual burden of around
¥71,800 crore due to the loans
taken during the earlier re-
gime. Parthasarathi argued
that such a situation has made
financial management more
challenging for the current
administration.
Parthasarathi also accused
the former government of
spreading misinformation
about the borrowing done by
the current coalition govern-
ment. He said the opposition is
exaggerating figures regarding
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recent loans and trying to cre-
ate confusion among the pub-
lic. The minister clarified that
while borrowing is sometimes
necessary for development, the
scale of debt accumulated ear-
lier has made it difficult to
maintain fiscal balance.

The minister further alleged
that the previous administra-
tion’s policies discouraged in-
dustries and investors, leading
several businesses to leave the
state. However, he claimed that
under the leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu, the situation is gradu-
ally improving and industries
are beginning to show renewed
interest in investing in Andhra
Pradesh.

In addition, Parthasarathi
accused the former govern-
ment of favoring certain busi-
ness groups and media organi-
zations through policy
decisions and financial bene-
fits. He alleged that some com-
panies received advantages
that ultimately increased the
financial burden on the
public.

Highlighting the current
government’s efforts, the min-
ister said the coalition admin-
istration is working to restore
financial discipline and sup-
port various sectors, including
agriculture and employment.
He claimed that several initia-
tives have already been taken
to strengthen the economy and
generate job opportunities for
youth in the state.

Parthasarathi concluded by
stating that the present govern-
ment is committed to stabiliz-
ing the state’s finances and en-
suring responsible governance
while addressing the challeng-
es inherited from the previous
administration.

Pawan Kalyan Cancels State-Level Jana Sena Foundation Day Event Due to Heatwave

Amarvathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister and Jana Sena
Party chief Pawan Kalyan has
announced changes to the par-
ty’s upcoming Foundation Day
celebrations in view of the ris-
ing temperatures across the
state. The decision was taken to
ensure the safety and comfort
of party leaders, activists, and
supporters who would attend
the event.

The Jana Sena Party, which
was founded on March 14, 2014,
traditionally celebrates its For-
mation Day with large gather-
ings and party activities. This
year, the party had initially
planned to conduct a grand
state-level celebration in
Pithapuram, the Assembly con-
stituency represented by Pawan
Kalyan. However, the leader-
ship later decided to cancel the
large public meeting due to the
intense heat conditions expect-
ed in the coming days.

Announcing the decision,
Pawan Kalyan stated that
weather reports indicated the
possibility of severe heat, mak-
ing it difficult for thousands of
people to attend a large open
gathering safely. Considering
these conditions, the party lead-
ership chose to modify the pro-

gramme and shift the celebra-
tions to a decentralized format
across the state.

Instead of a single state-level
rally, the Jana Sena Party has
directed its cadre to organise
Foundation Day events at the
district, city, mandal, and vil-
lage levels on March 14. Accord-
ing to the party leadership, this
approach will allow a larger
number of grassroots workers
to participate in the celebra-
tions within their respective lo-

calities while avoiding the risks
associated with a massive gath-
ering during extreme weather.
As part of the celebrations,
party leaders and activists have
been asked to hoist the Jana
Sena flag and conduct meetings
explaining the party’s ideology
and future plans for the devel-
opment of Andhra Pradesh.
Pawan Kalyan also encouraged
party members, including
“Jana Sainiks” and “Veera Ma-
hilas,” to actively participate in

these programmes and
strengthen the party at the
grassroots level.

In addition to political meet-
ings, the party has also called
for various social service activi-
ties to mark the occasion. These
include blood donation camps,
distribution of food to the
needy, and environmental ini-
tiatives such as tree plantation
drives. Party leaders believe
such activities will reflect the
party’s commitment to social
responsibility and public
welfare.

Despite the cancellation of
the large state-level rally, the
Jana Sena leadership expressed
confidence that the decentral-
ized celebrations would main-
tain the enthusiasm among par-
ty workers and supporters
across the state. The Founda-
tion Day is considered an im-
portant occasion for the party,
symbolizing its journey and
commitment to public service
and political reform in Andhra
Pradesh.

Party leaders have urged all
cadres to celebrate the day
with unity and enthusiasm
while ensuring that the events
are conducted responsibly in
view of the prevailing weather
conditions.
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Court Dismisses Bail Petition of
Pinnelli Venkatrami Reddy in Double
Murder Case

Amarvathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

The bail petition filed by YSRCP
leader Pinnelli Venkatrami Reddy
in connection with a sensational
double murder case in Palnadu
district has been dismissed by the
Gurazala court, dealing a setback
to the accused. The court declined
to grant bail after considering the
seriousness of the allegations and
the circumstances surrounding
the case.

The case pertains to the alleged
murder of two individuals, Jav-
ishetty Venkateswarlu and
Koteswara Rao, which created sig-
nificant tension in the region
when it occurred. According to
the police investigation, the vic-
tims were returning on a motorcy-
cle after attending a wedding cer-
emony when they were reportedly
hit by a vehicle in what investiga-
tors suspect was a deliberate act
leading to their deaths. The inci-
dent shocked the local community
and triggered a detailed police
probe.

During the investigation, the
police named several individuals
as accused in the case, including
Pinnelli Venkatrami Reddy. He
has been listed as one of the key
accused, and authorities allege
that the incident was not acciden-
tal but part of a planned attack.
The case gained political attention
as well because of the involve-
ment of a prominent political
leader.

Pinnelli Venkatrami Reddy had
approached the court seeking bail,

arguing that he should be released
while the trial proceeds. However,
the prosecution opposed the plea,
stating that the charges in the case
are serious and that releasing the
accused at this stage could influ-
ence the investigation or witness-
es. After hearing arguments from
both sides, the court decided to
reject the bail request.

Legal experts say the court’s de-
cision reflects the gravity of the
allegations and the need to ensure
that the judicial process proceeds
without interference. The prose-
cution reportedly emphasized the
available evidence and the impor-
tance of maintaining custody un-
til further proceedings in the case.

The double murder case has re-
mained a sensitive issue in Pal-
nadu district, drawing attention
from political circles as well as the
public. The incident had earlier
sparked debates over law and or-
der and political rivalry in the
region.

With the dismissal of the bail
petition, Pinnelli Venkatrami Red-
dy will continue to remain in judi-
cial custody as the legal proceed-
ings move forward. The
investigation and subsequent
court hearings are expected to
play a crucial role in determining
the final outcome of the case.

Authorities have reiterated that
the law will take its course and
that all aspects of the case will be
examined thoroughly to ensure
justice for the victims and their
families.

YSRCP Leader Margani Bharat Slams
Chandrababu Naidu Government

/

Amarvathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
leader and former Member of Par-
liament Margani Bharat strongly
criticized the Andhra Pradesh
government led by Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu, accusing
it of neglecting public issues and
failing to address the concerns of
victims in a recent milk adultera-
tion incident. He alleged that lead-
ers of the ruling coalition are
more focused on political drama
rather than solving real problems
faced by the people.

Speaking to the media in Ra-
jamahendravaram, Margani
Bharat said the state government
has shown little concern toward
the victims affected by the adul-
terated milk issue. According to
him, despite the seriousness of
the matter and its potential im-
pact on public health, the ruling
alliance leaders have not taken ad-
equate steps to support the affect-
ed families or ensure accountabil-
ity. He accused the government of
trying to divert attention from the
issue instead of addressing it re-
sponsibly. Bharat further alleged
that the coalition government is
prioritizing political propaganda
over governance. He claimed that
the administration has failed to
focus on key issues affecting ordi-
nary citizens and instead spends
time on political rhetoric and
blame games. According to him,
such an approach reflects the gov-
ernment’s lack of commitment to
resolving pressing public
concerns.

{

The YSRCP leader also ques-
tioned the government’s handling
of law and order and administra-
tive responsibilities. He stated
that incidents affecting public
safety and welfare must be ad-
dressed with seriousness and
transparency. Bharat argued that
the government should take im-
mediate action to investigate the
issue thoroughly and ensure that
those responsible are punished.

During his remarks, he empha-
sized that protecting public health
should be the top priority of any
administration. He said cases like
milk adulteration can have severe
consequences, especially for chil-
dren and vulnerable communities,
and therefore require swift and
strict action from authorities.

Margani Bharat called on the
government to stop political dis-
tractions and focus on delivering
effective governance. He urged the
authorities to provide proper sup-
port to the victims and implement
strong measures to prevent such
incidents from happening in the
future. The criticism reflects the
continuing political tensions be-
tween the ruling coalition and the
opposition YSRCP in Andhra
Pradesh. Leaders from both sides
have been engaged in frequent ex-
changes over governance, devel-
opment, and law-and-order issues
in the state. As the debate intensi-
fies, political observers believe
such confrontations will continue
as parties attempt to strengthen
their positions ahead of future po-
litical battles in the state.
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Awareness Drive Launched on PM Surya Ghar Scheme
inNTR District

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

District Collector Dr. G. Lak-
shmisha emphasized the need
to promote solar energy usage
and create widespread aware-
ness about the PM Surya Ghar
— Muft Bijli Yojana among the
public. He called upon officials
and organizations to encourage
households to adopt solar power
systems and bring the benefits
of clean energy to every home.

The Collector inaugurated
the “Suryandhra Pragati Rath”
awareness vehicles at the dis-
trict Collectorate on Tuesday by
flagging them off. The initiative
is being organized in associa-
tion with the National Solar En-
ergy Federation of India (NSE-
FI) to spread awareness about
solar energy and the PM Surya
Ghar scheme across villages
and urban areas in the district.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Lakshmisha said that the
scheme offers a great opportu-
nity for households to reduce
their electricity bills while
also contributing to an envi-
ronmentally friendly lifestyle.
Under the PM Surya Ghar -
Muft Bijli Yojana, consumers
can install rooftop solar sys-
tems with subsidies of up to 60
percent, provided with the
support of both the central
and state governments.

He explained that households
installing solar panels can gen-
erate electricity for their own
consumption and also sell sur-
plus power to the grid, thereby
earning additional income.
This initiative not only helps
families save on electricity ex-

penses but also promotes ener-
gy self-sufficiency and reduces
dependence on conventional
power sources.

The Collector further noted
that the scheme is open to a
wide range of beneficiaries in-
cluding individual house own-
ers, apartment complexes,
housing societies, small and
medium businesses, and farm-
ers. By adopting solar energy
solutions, these groups can
contribute to sustainable de-
velopment while benefiting
economically.

As part of the awareness cam-
paign, the Suryandhra Pragati
Rath vehicles will travel across
villages and towns in NTR dis-
trict to educate people about the

advantages of solar energy. The
campaign will also provide de-
tailed information about the
PM Surya Ghar scheme, includ-
ing eligibility criteria, applica-
tion procedures, and available
subsidies.

Officials said the initiative
aims to ensure that people clear-
ly understand how to apply for
the scheme and make use of the
financial support provided by
the government for installing
rooftop solar systems.

Representatives from the Na-
tional Solar Energy Federation
of India said the awareness pro-
gram is being conducted under
the guidance of NSEFI CEO
Subrahmanyam Pulipaka. The
organization is working closely

with district authorities to
make the campaign effective
and reach a large number of
beneficiaries.

They added that the aware-
ness vehicles will conduct out-
reach activities in multiple lo-
cations, interacting directly
with citizens and encouraging
them to adopt solar power
solutions.

District officials expressed
hope that the initiative would
significantly increase public
awareness about renewable en-
ergy and help more households
in the district take advantage of
the PM Surya Ghar scheme,
contributing to a cleaner and
more sustainable energy
future.

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

Officials of the Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation (VMC)
conducted a fire safety aware-
ness program and surprise in-
spections at firecracker shops
in Bhavanipuram and Iron Yard
areas of the city on Tuesday
morning. The initiative was
taken as part of efforts to pre-
vent fire accidents and ensure
public safety.

The inspections were carried
out under the directions of
VMC Commissioner Dhya-
nachandra. During the drive,
VMC fire department officials
visited several firecracker
stores and interacted with shop

owners and staff to educate
them about essential fire safety
measures and precautionary
steps to avoid accidents.

Officials explained the impor-
tance of maintaining proper
safety standards while storing
and handling firecrackers and
other flammable materials.
They also stressed the need for
installing adequate fire safety
equipment in shops and com-
mercial complexes to reduce the
risk of fire hazards.

As part of the awareness pro-
gram, fire officers demonstrat-
ed how to use fire safety equip-
ment effectively in case of an
emergency. They explained the

functioning of fire

extinguishers, fire sprin-
klers, and smoke detectors and
highlighted the importance of
placing them at appropriate lo-
cations within buildings. Shop
owners were also informed
about how smoke alarms work
and how they can provide early
warnings during fire-related
emergencies.

The officials further educated
participants on the steps that
should be taken immediately
when a fire breaks out. They ex-
plained how to control flames
using proper equipment and
emphasized the need to remain
calm and act quickly to prevent

the fire from spreading. The im-
portance of maintaining clear
pathways for emergency evacu-
ation and ensuring easy access
for fire service vehicles was also
highlighted during the session.

In addition to safety demon-
strations, officials inspected the
premises to check whether shop
owners had installed necessary
fire safety equipment and were
following recommended guide-
lines. They advised shopkeep-
ers to strictly adhere to safety
protocols and maintain fire ex-
tinguishers and other equip-
ment in working condition at all
times.

VMC authorities stated that
such awareness drives and in-
spections would continue in dif-
ferent parts of the city to pro-
mote safety and prevent
potential fire accidents, espe-
cially in areas dealing with
combustible materials.

Regional Fire Officer Maly-
adri and Station Fire Officer
Naresh, along with other fire
department staff, participated
in the inspection and awareness
program.

VMC officials reiterated that
ensuring fire safety is a shared
responsibility and urged shop
owners and citizens to remain
vigilant and adopt preventive
measures to avoid fire-related
incidents.

Dutch Research Team Studies Impact of Natural Farming
in NTR District

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

A delegation from Wagenin-
gen University & Research in
the Netherlands visited NTR
district to study the impact of
natural farming practices being
implemented under the Andhra
Pradesh Community Managed
Natural Farming (APCNF) pro-
gram. The initiative is being
carried out by the Andhra
Pradesh government through
the Rythu Sadhikara Samstha
(RySS) to promote sustainable
and chemical-free agriculture
across the state.

The visiting team included
members Gret, Soumya, Kaly-
an, and Simon, who toured
natural farming fields in Ani-
gandlapadu village of Penu-
ganchiprolu mandal. During
their visit, the researchers
closely observed the farming
practices adopted by local
farmers and interacted with
them to understand the bene-
fits and challenges of natural
farming methods.

The delegation particularly
examined the Integrated Chilli
Natural Farming Model being
practiced in the area. Farmers
explained how they are using

nature-based techniques to cul-
tivate crops without relying on
chemical fertilizers and pesti-
cides. The team also reviewed
the crop yields, quality of pro-
duce, and the sustainability of
the farming methods adopted
under the APCNF program.
Officials briefed the visiting
researchers about the market-
ing linkages created for natural
farming produce, which help
farmers sell their products at
better prices. The delegation
was also taken to fields man-

aged by farmer Govardhan,
where they observed the ATM
model being implemented. The
model is designed to help farm-
ers generate additional income
while encouraging the wider
adoption of natural farming
practices at the village level.
As part of their visit, the
team also toured the Bio Re-
source Centre (BRC) in the vil-
lage. At the centre, they learned
about the preparation of bio-
inputs and natural stimulants
used in natural farming. Offi-

cials explained how these bio-
inputs are prepared locally us-
ing natural materials and
supplied to farmers to support
sustainable agricultural
practices.

Farmers and officials in-
formed the delegation that nat-
ural farming has significantly
reduced cultivation costs while
improving soil health and crop
quality. They also highlighted
that the shift to natural farming
is gradually increasing farm-
ers’ income and promoting en-
vironmentally friendly agricul-
ture in rural areas.

The visit aimed to assess the
long-term impact of the APC-
NF initiative and explore how
community-managed natural
farming models can contribute
to sustainable agricultural
development.

Rythu Sadhikara Samstha
Executive Director Muralidhar,
District Project Manager Y.
Shankar Naik, district team
members of RySS, local offi-
cials, farmers, and field cadres
participated in the program and
interacted with the visiting re-
search team during their field
study.
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MP Kesineni Sivanath Meets AP Governor
Abdul Nazeer in New Delhi

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

Vijayawada Member of Parlia-
ment Kesineni Sivanath, popularly
known as Chinni, met Andhra
Pradesh Governor S. Abdul Nazeer
in New Delhi on Tuesday. The meet-
ing took place at Andhra Pradesh
Bhavan, where the Governor is cur-
rently staying during his visit to the
national capital.

During the meeting, MP Kesineni
Sivanath greeted Governor Abdul
Nazeer and extended his best wish-
es. As a gesture of respect, the MP
presented a bouquet to the Gover-
nor. The interaction was described
as a courtesy meeting and reflected
the cordial relationship between
constitutional authorities and elect-
ed representatives.

Kesineni Sivanath, who repre-
sents the Vijayawada parliamentary
constituency, has been actively en-
gaging with leaders and officials at
the national level on various
matters

concerning the development of
Andhra Pradesh. His visit to the
national capital included several
interactions with prominent lead-
ers and officials, focusing on is-
sues related to the state and the
Vijayawada region.

Sources indicated that the meet-
ing between the MP and the Gover-
nor was brief and cordial. Such
meetings are often held to ex-
change views on matters related to
governance, development, and

public welfare. The interaction
also provided an opportunity for
the MP to convey greetings and
maintain communication with the
constitutional head of the state.

Governor Abdul Nazeer, who has
been serving as the Governor of
Andhra Pradesh, is known for
maintaining regular interactions
with public representatives and of-
ficials from the state. During his
stay in New Delhi, several leaders
from Andhra Pradesh have been
meeting him to discuss various is-
sues and extend courtesies.

Political observers say that
meetings between elected repre-
sentatives and constitutional au-
thorities play an important role
in strengthening democratic in-
stitutions and ensuring better co-
ordination between different lev-
els of governance.

Kesineni Sivanath’s visit to the
Governor also highlighted the on-
going engagement of Andhra
Pradesh leaders in national-level
discussions and official interac-
tions. Leaders from the state fre-
quently visit New Delhi to meet
central leaders, officials, and dig-
nitaries to discuss development
projects, administrative matters,
and other issues concerning the
state.

The meeting concluded with a
brief exchange of pleasantries, af-
ter which the MP thanked the Gov-
ernor for his time.

AGICL MD SVR Srinivas Reviews
Construction Works in Amaravati

Amaravathi 10.03.2026 TPN Bureau:

Managing Director of Amaravati
Growth and Infrastructure Corpo-
ration Limited (AGICL), SVR Srini-
vas, inspected and reviewed several
ongoing construction works in the
capital city Amaravati on Tuesday.
The visit was aimed at assessing the
progress of key infrastructure pro-
jects being developed as part of the
capital region’s growth and admin-
istrative development.

During the inspection, the Man-
aging Director visited multiple
project sites including the Gazet-
ted Officers (GO) Housing project,
the Amaravati Government Com-
plex (AGC) infrastructure works,
and the construction sites of GAD
Towers 1 and 2. These projects are
considered important components
of the state government’s plan to
develop Amaravati as a well-
planned and modern administra-
tive capital.

SVR Srinivas closely examined
the progress of construction activi-
ties at the respective sites and inter-
acted with engineering officials and
contractors involved in the execu-
tion of the

projects. He reviewed the work
being carried out and assessed
whether the construction was pro-
ceeding according to the planned
schedule and standards.

Following the site inspections,
the Managing Director conducted a
review meeting with engineering
staff and contractors responsible
for implementing the projects. Dur-
ing the meeting, officials provided
detailed updates about the status
of the ongoing works and the pro-

gress achieved so far. They also
briefed the MD about the technical
aspects of the construction and the
timelines set for completion.

SVR Srinivas emphasized the im-
portance of maintaining high con-
struction standards and complet-
ing the projects within the
stipulated time frame. He directed
the engineering teams and contrac-
tors to ensure that the works are
carried out with strict adherence
to quality norms and safety
standards.

The Managing Director also
stressed that the development of
Amaravati as a people’s capital re-
quires coordinated efforts and ef-
ficient execution of infrastructure
projects. He instructed officials to
closely monitor the progress of the
works and address any issues that
could delay completion.

The GO Housing project aims to
provide residential facilities for ga-
zetted officers working in the state
administration, while the Amara-
vati Government Complex and
GAD Towers are being developed to
house various government depart-
ments and offices.

Officials stated that regular in-
spections and reviews are being
conducted by AGICL to ensure that
the construction works are pro-
gressing smoothly and meet the ex-
pected quality standards.

The review visit highlighted the
government’s continued focus on
strengthening infrastructure de-
velopment in Amaravati and accel-
erating the construction of key ad-
ministrative facilities in the capital
region.




POLT

m VIJAYAWADA, 11" MARCH, 2026

REGIONAL

Farmers’ Welfare Top Priority for Coalition Govt:
Atchannaidu

Amaravati, March 10 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Agriculture
Minister Kinjarapu Atchan-
naidu stated that the welfare of
farmers remains the top priori-
ty of the coalition government
and accused the opposition YSR
Congress Party of spreading
misinformation about the
state’s agricultural policies.

In a statement issued from the
Vijayawada camp office on
Tuesday, the minister said the
government is taking proactive
steps with advance planning to
ensure that farmers do not face
shortages of essential inputs.
He alleged that opposition lead-
ers were deliberately spreading
false propaganda claiming that
farmers were not receiving min-
imum support prices for their
crops. Atchannaidu said the
present government has cleared
several pending compensations
that remained unpaid during
the previous regime. He added
that the government is commit-
ted to supporting farmers
through better fertiliser supply,
increased input subsidies and
reforms in crop insurance
schemes.

The minister said the state
has ensured adequate supply of
urea fertiliser to farmers. For
the Kharif 2025 season, while
the requirement was estimated

at 6.22 lakh metric tonnes, the
government arranged 8.70 lakh
metric tonnes, out of which 7.50
lakh metric tonnes were sold,
leaving sufficient stock at the
end of the season. For the Rabi
2025-26 season, the Centre allo-
cated 9.38 lakh metric tonnes of
urea, and the state ensured
availability of 10.20 lakh metric
tonnes to fully meet farmers’
requirements.

He also highlighted the imple-
mentation of the “Annadata

Sukhibhava - PM Kisan”
scheme, under which each eligi-
ble farmer family receives fi-
nancial assistance of 20,000 an-
nually. According to the
minister, 14,000 is provided by
the state government and 6,000
through the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme
of the central government. For
the financial year 2025-26, the
state has allocated 6,300 crore
for the scheme and already re-
leased over 6,309 crore in two

instalments to farmer families.

Atchannaidu said the govern-
ment has also increased input
subsidy for paddy crops from
Z17,000 to 25,000 per hectare.
Since June 2024, around 310
crore has been distributed as in-
put subsidy to nearly two lakh
farmers who suffered crop loss-
es due to natural calamities.

The minister added that the
government has taken several
measures to strengthen the crop
insurance system. A cabinet
sub-committee reviewed the
scheme and introduced reforms
to ensure transparency and
farmer participation.

He also emphasised the gov-
ernment’s commitment to im-
plementing minimum support
prices for agricultural produce
and stabilising market prices.
Under the Price Stabilisation
Fund, the government has spent
around %588 crore to support
farmers growing crops such as
tobacco, mango, onion and
cocoa.

Atchannaidu reiterated that
the coalition government led by
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu will continue to take
strong measures to protect
farmers’ interests and ensure
that they receive fair prices and
financial support for their agri-
cultural activities.

AP to Be Developed as Integrated Strategic Material Hub

Amaravati, March 10 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu has
directed officials to develop the
state as an “Integrated Strategic
Material Hub” by effectively uti-
lising its rich mineral resourc-
es, particularly beach sand min-
erals available along the
coastline.

During a review meeting on
the Mines Department held at
the State Secretariat on Tues-
day, the Chief Minister dis-
cussed plans for establishing
the Andhra Pradesh Titanium
and Strategic Materials Mission
(AP-TSMM). The initiative aims
to attract large-scale invest-
ments, strengthen industrial
growth and generate employ-
ment opportunities in the com-
ing years.

Naidu stated that the pro-
posed mission would play a key
role in accelerating industrial
development in the state. He set
a target of attracting invest-
ments worth 250,000 crore over
the next ten years through the
mission, while also creating
around 40,000 job opportunities.

The Chief Minister asked of-
ficials to study the policies
adopted by the central govern-
ment and other states in the
management of rare minerals
and value-added mineral prod-
ucts. He emphasised that better
understanding of available re-
sources is essential to ensure
their efficient utilisation. Naidu
also directed officials to prepare
short-term, medium-term and

o

long-term plans aligned with
the future demand for strategic
minerals.

Officials informed the Chief
Minister that Andhra Pradesh
possesses some of the most val-
uable beach sand mineral de-
posits in the country. These in-
clude minerals such as ilmenite,
rutile, zircon, monazite, garnet
and sillimanite. These minerals
are widely used in critical in-
dustries such as paints, cosmet-
ics, pharmaceuticals, aero-
space, defence manufacturing,
surgical equipment, ceramics,
electronics and nuclear energy.

To maximise the potential of
these mineral resources, offi-
cials proposed the establish-

ment of three major mineral
processing parks in the state.
One of the proposed facilities is
a Titanium Park in Srikakulam
district with a production ca-
pacity of 1.5 million tonnes per
year.

Another proposal involves
setting up a Rare Earth Corri-
dor in Anakapalli with a pro-
duction capacity of 25,000
tonnes annually. In addition, a
comprehensive Titanium and
Rare Earth Corridor has been
proposed in Machilipatnam to
further strengthen the process-
ing and value addition of these
strategic minerals.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that such projects would

significantly boost industrial
activity and enhance the state’s
role in the strategic materials
sector. He said proper planning
and investment in mineral pro-
cessing infrastructure would
help Andhra Pradesh emerge as
a major hub for strategic mate-
rials in the country.

The review meeting was at-
tended by Mines Minister Kollu
Ravindra, Mining and Excise
Principal Secretary Mukesh Ku-
mar Meena and other senior of-
ficials from the department. Of-
ficials briefed the Chief Minister
on ongoing initiatives and future
plans aimed at promoting sus-
tainable mining and mineral-
based industries in the state.

Gottipati Ravi Kumar Distributes Free Bicycles to Students

Addanki, March 10 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Energy Min-
ister Gottipati Ravi Kumar dis-
tributed free bicycles to stu-
dents of government high
schools in the Addanki constit-
uency, stating that the initiative
aims to support students in con-
tinuing their education without
transportation difficulties.

The programme was held on
Tuesday in Korisapadu mandal,
where the minister distributed
bicycles to 271 students study-
ing in the Pamidipadu and
Daivalaravuru high schools.
The event was part of a broader
initiative to provide bicycles to
eligible students across the
constituency.

During the visit, the minister
also laid the foundation stone
for the construction of a com-
pound wall at the Pamidipadu
High School, which will be built
at a cost of ¥151akh. He later in-
augurated a Bengal gram pro-
curement centre set up under
the supervision of Markfed to
support local farmers.

In addition, the minister in-
augurated a Reverse Osmosis
(RO) drinking water plant in-
stalled in the school with the
support of Bhagiratha Chemi-

cals. The facility aims to pro-
vide safe drinking water to stu-
dents and staff. As part of the
welfare initiatives in the vil-
lage, push carts were also dis-
tributed to 16 small vendors to
help them improve their
livelihoods.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ravi Kumar said that the bicy-
cles provided with the support
of donors would greatly benefit
students by helping them travel
to school easily. He noted that
many students expressed happi-
ness upon receiving the bicycles
and added that the distribution
would continue across the

in Addanki

constituency.

The minister announced that
all eligible students in the
Addanki constituency would re-
ceive free bicycles by April 16.
He said the coalition govern-
ment led by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu is giving
high priority to education and
implementing several schemes
to support students.

He mentioned that under the
“Talliki Vandanam” scheme,
the government is providing
%15,000 to eligible students to
support their education. In ad-
dition, uniforms, textbooks and
shoes are also being supplied to

reduce the financial burden on
parents.

The minister advised Class 10
students to work hard and
achieve good results in their ex-
aminations. He noted that ear-
lier many schools faced teacher
shortages, with only three or
four teachers working where
ten were required. However, he
said the coalition government
filled over 16,300 teacher posts
through a Mega DSC recruit-
ment drive soon after coming to
power.

Ravi Kumar also directed ed-
ucation officials to organise
special evening tuition classes
for Class 10 students to help
them prepare for their examina-
tions. He added that the govern-
ment is focusing on strengthen-
ing public schools and
developing them on par with
private institutions.

The minister further an-
nounced that protected drink-
ing water plants will be in-
stalled in eight high schools in
the Addanki constituency with
support from Bhagiratha In-
dustries. Coalition leaders, par-
ents of students and local resi-
dents participated in the
programme.
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ACB Raids Rajahmundry Corporation
Office

Rajamahendravaram, March 10 | TPN
Bureau

Officials of the Andhra Pradesh
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
conducted surprise inspections at
the Rajamahendravaram Munici-
pal Corporation office in East Go-
davari district on Tuesday, creat-
ing a stir among officials and staff.
The inspections mainly focused
on the Town Planning department
amid allegations of corruption
and irregularities related to build-
ing permissions.

According to officials, ACB
teams thoroughly examined files
and records related to construc-
tion approvals and suspected ille-
gal structures. The inspections
were carried out as part of a state-
wide drive targeting alleged cor-
ruption in municipal corpora-
tions and municipalities.

Authorities said the surprise
checks were conducted following
instructions from senior ACB of-
ficials Atul Singh and Jayalaksh-
mi. The operation was aimed at
verifying whether proper proce-
dures were followed while grant-
ing permissions for building con-
structions and whether any
violations of rules had taken
place.

Officials stated that several
complaints regarding corruption
in the Town Planning wing of the
corporation had reached the ACB
through different channels. These
included grievances from mem-
bers of the public, media reports
and complaints circulating on so-
cial media platforms. Based on
these inputs, the bureau initiated
the inspections to verify the
allegations.

During the inspections, ACB
teams reportedly downloaded and

examined multiple files related to
construction approvals. They are
reviewing whether permissions
were granted in accordance with
rules and whether any illegal
structures were allowed by by-
passing regulations.

Authorities also indicated that
field-level inspections may be con-
ducted if necessary to verify
whether the buildings construct-
ed in the city comply with the per-
missions granted by the munici-
pal authorities. Officials said the
inspections began in the morning
and continued for several hours as
part of the detailed scrutiny of
records.

After completing the examina-
tion of documents and related ma-
terials, ACB officials will prepare
a comprehensive report and sub-
mit it to their headquarters. The
report is expected to be forwarded
to the state government for fur-
ther action. Officials warned that
strict legal action would be taken
if any irregularities or corrupt
practices are confirmed.

Meanwhile, local sources al-
leged that a Town Planning offi-
cial who previously worked in the
corporation was later transferred
to the Rajahmundry Urban Devel-
opment Authority (RUDA) as
Chief Planning Officer and con-
tinues to influence planning mat-
ters related to the corporation.

The ongoing ACB inspections
have sparked widespread discus-
sion in Rajamahendravaram, with
many expecting that the inquiry
may reveal details about alleged
irregularities in the Town Plan-
ning department. The outcome of
the investigation and the findings
of the report are now awaited
with keen interest.

Life Imprisonment for Man in 3-Year-Old
Girl’s Murder Case

Parvathipuram Manyam, March 10 | TPN
Bureau

A court in Vizianagaram dis-
trict on Tuesday sentenced a man
to life imprisonment in connec-
tion with the brutal murder of a
three-year-old girl that occurred
in 2021 under the limits of the
Elvinpet Police Station.

According to District Superin-
tendent of Police S. V. Madhav
Reddy, the First Additional Dis-
trict Judge Court in Vizianagar-
am delivered the verdict, award-
ing rigorous life imprisonment to
the accused and imposing a fine
of 11,000. In case of failure to
pay the fine, the court directed
the accused to undergo an addi-
tional seven months of simple
imprisonment.

The convicted person was iden-
tified as Killaka Vinod (20), a resi-
dent of Penguva village in Gum-
malakshmipuram mandal. The
case dates back to June 11, 2021,
when the accused allegedly en-
tered a house at night and at-
tacked a minor girl who was sleep-
ing with her mother.

Police said the incident took
place when the child’s mother was
asleep with her daughter in the
house verandah. The accused re-
portedly entered the premises
and, using a sharp weapon, at-
tacked the minor girl, causing se-
vere injuries to her throat. Hear-
ing the child’s cries, the mother
and grandmother woke up and
raised an alarm, following which
the accused fled the scene.

The family attempted to shift
the injured child to a hospital,

but she had succumbed to the in-
juries before medical help could
be provided. Based on the com-
plaint lodged by the child’s moth-
er, police registered a case under
Sections 452 and 302 of the Indian
Penal Code and began an
investigation.

The investigation was initially
handled by then Circle Inspector
Tirupati Rao, who examined the
crime scene, recorded statements
of witnesses and collected crucial
evidence. The accused was arrest-
ed on June 14, 2021 and later re-
manded to judicial custody. After
completing the investigation, po-
lice filed a chargesheet before the
court.

During the trial, prosecutors
presented witness testimonies
and material evidence before the
court to establish the charges
against the accused. After exam-
ining the evidence and argu-
ments, the court found the ac-
cused guilty and pronounced the
life sentence.

SP S. V. Madhav Reddy stated
that crimes against women and
children are taken very seriously
and that the police are committed
to ensuring strict punishment for
offenders. He warned that anyone
committing atrocities against
women or children would face
stringent legal consequences.

The SP also appreciated the ef-
forts of the prosecutors, investi-
gating officers and court staff for
ensuring effective investigation
and trial monitoring, which ulti-
mately led to the conviction of the
accused in the case.
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Is the Gulf Reconsidering Its Reliance on the US? Uncertain Security
Guarantees Amid Escalating Regional War

The Middle East has been
thrust into one of the most
dangerous geopolitical crises
in recent memory. What be-
gan with pre emptive strikes
by the United States and Is-
rael on Iran on February 28,
2026 — including the killing
of Iran’s Supreme Leader and
more than 40 senior military
commanders — has escalated
into a broader conflict that
shows no sign of abating. The
response from Iran has been
fierce, with the Islamic Re-
public striking back not only
at Israel but also at American
military bases scattered
across the region and critical
energy infrastructure such
as oil fields, oil depots, gas fa-
cilities, and major shipping
arteries.

The sheer scale and inten-
sity of Iran’s counter offen-
sive have surprised many, but
perhaps the most consequen-
tial impact has been the rip-
ple effect on regional security
perceptions — most notably
within the Gulf states, long
pillars of America’s Middle
East strategy. For decades,
the countries of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) —
including Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain, and Oman
— have depended on Wash-
ington’s military umbrella as
the cornerstone of their secu-
rity calculus. However, the
current conflict has exposed
deep flaws in that assump-
tion, prompting public de-
bate, elite criticism, and calls
for alternate approaches to
national defence and regional
stability.

The Gulf’s Strategic
Dilemma

For much of the last half
century, the United States po-
sitioned itself as the guaran-
tor of Gulf security. This be-
gan in earnest after the
British withdrawal from the
Persian Gulf in the late 1960s,
leaving a vacuum that Wash-
ington filled under doctrines
encouraging allies to shoul-
der more of their own de-
fence, backed by robust
American military support.
After the 1979 Iranian Revolu-
tion, when one of the region’s
central pillars of stability
was lost, US commitments —
including the Carter Doc-

trine, which pledged to de-
fend the Gulf’s security
against external threats —
became a defining feature of
regional geopolitics.

During subsequent dec-
ades, the US established per-
manent military bases, made
defence pact proposals, and
championed alliance con-
structs designed to integrate
Gulf defence with American
military power — effectively
embedding Washington into
the fabric of the region’s se-
curity architecture.

Yet, despite this deep en-
gagement, those arrange-
ments have largely failed to
prevent or contain the latest
round of violence. Iran’s mis-
siles and drones have pene-
trated Gulf airspace, striking
economic and strategic tar-
gets, while the closure of ma-
jor channels like the Strait of
Hormuz — through which
significant portions of global
energy shipments pass — has
alarmed markets worldwide.
As a result, voices across the
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Gulf are questioning long
standing assumptions about
US commitment to their
security.

Growing Frustration Within
Gulf Societies

In recent days, criticism of
US policy has grown louder
among business leaders,
opinion makers, and ordi-
nary citizens in Gulf states.
For example, prominent fig-
ures in the United Arab Emir-
ates — long seen as among
the closest regional partners
of the United States — have
publicly rebuked American
policy, questioning why
Washington would engage in
a war that has brought insta-
bility to their doorstep with-
out sufficient consultation or
regard for Gulf interests.

This sentiment reflects
deeper anxieties about the
economic fallout of the con-
flict. The UAE’s markets have
been roiled, tourism has suf-
fered, and logistical disrup-
tions in trade have shaken

investor confidence. While
Gulf governments have so far
tried to maintain calm, the
reverberations in the private
sector paint a picture of a so-
ciety that is increasingly
sceptical of the perceived se-
curity benefits of its align-
ment with Washington.
Moreover, comments from
some Gulf elites have under-
scored a broader trend to-
ward questioning conven-
tional narratives of
dependency on American
protection. Rejecting claims
that the Gulf cannot defend
itself without the US, critics
point out that local defence
spending and procurement
— including billions spent on
advanced weapons systems
— represents a substantial in-
vestment that should not be
conflated with dependency.

America’s Strategic
Constraints and Gulf
Expectations

Part of the frustration
stems from a mismatch be-

tween Gulf expectations and
American strategic priori-
ties. Many Gulf countries
hoped that their deepening
economic ties with the US
and large defence purchases
would yield solid political
commitments during times
of crisis. Instead, Washing-
ton’s approach has been per-
ceived as cautious, con-
strained by domestic politics
and a broader reluctance to
become excessively entan-
gled in Middle Eastern con-
flicts. This has, in turn,
fueled a sense of abandon-
ment among some Gulf lead-
ers and citizens.

This dynamic was starkly
illustrated when Gulf offi-
cials complained that they
were not adequately warned
about US Israeli operations
that triggered Iran’s sweep-
ing retaliation. Those offi-
cials argued that the lack of
communication and per-
ceived prioritisation of Is-
raeli and American forces
over Gulf defence assets

contributed to vulnerabili-
ties that should have been
mitigated within existing al-
liance structures.

Furthermore, the effec-
tiveness of Gulf air defenc-
es — particularly in the UAE
— has been uneven, raising
questions about the reliabil-
ity of Western military tech-
nology and the robustness
of existing security frame-
works. While integrated de-
fence systems have inter-
cepted many incoming
threats, the fact that Gulf
infrastructure remains ex-
posed during ongoing at-
tacks underlines a strategic
fragility that Gulf states can
no longer ignore.

A Search for Alternatives

Given these developments,
regional actors are now con-
sidering alternative securi-
ty options that go beyond old
models of Western depend-
ence. Some analysts argue
that the Gulf must reassess
its strategic architecture,
exploring more organic re-

gional mechanisms that in-
clude not only GCC mem-
bers but also historically
adversarial neighbours like
Iran and Iraq. Such a frame-
work, although difficult to
achieve, could offer a more
inclusive and balanced
method of dealing with con-
ventional and asymmetric
threats.

At the same time, Gulf
leaders are also likely to
strengthen bilateral and
multilateral defence coop-
eration with other global
powers, including China
and Russia, which have in-
creasingly asserted diplo-
matic roles in the region.
These engagements could
serve as hedges against
overwhelming reliance on
any single external partner.

For now, the immediate
priority for Gulf states re-
mains avoiding an uncon-
trollable escalation that
could engulf the entire re-
gion. Many are attempting
to maintain diplomatic
channels with all major
powers, emphasise de esca-
lation and preserve trade
and energy flows — while
quietly preparing for a fu-
ture in which US security
guarantees are seen as one
factor among many, rather
than an unassailable
bedrock.

Conclusion

The unfolding conflict in
the Middle East has not only
redrawn battle lines but has
also forced a profound stra-
tegic reckoning among the
Gulf states. The long stand-
ing belief that American
military might could be re-
lied upon to safeguard Gulf
sovereignty against any ex-
ternal threat has been shak-
en. As Gulf societies and
policymakers reassess their
options, the region may be
on the cusp of redefining its
security relationships — not
just with the United States
but with the broader inter-
national community. Wheth-
er this leads to a more au-
tonomous regional order or
a diversified set of strategic
partnerships remains to be
seen. But one thing is clear:
the old assumptions about
US Gulf ties are being ques-
tioned as never before.

How the Iran Israel War Could Reshape Global Alignments: China’s

The war between Israel and
Iran has rapidly evolved from
aregional confrontation into a
conflict with potentially mas-
sive global economic and geo-
political implications. Initially
triggered by strikes on Iranian
territory that killed key lead-
ers and crippled portions of its
infrastructure, the war has un-
leashed a series of strategic
shocks. One of the most strik-
ing outcomes has been the ef-
fect on global energy markets,
particularly the disruption of
oil flows through the Strait of
Hormuz — a narrow maritime
corridor through which rough-
ly one fifth of the world’s crude
oil normally passes. This dis-
ruption has triggered a dra-
matic surge in oil prices and
posed fundamental questions
about energy security, great
power politics, and the future
of international alignments.

At the center of this geopo-
litical earthquake is China, a
country that buys an unusual-
ly large share of its oil from
Iran under Western sanctions.
For years, Chinese imports of
Iranian crude were discounted
and sometimes relabeled to
avoid scrutiny, representing a
pragmatic arrangement that
benefitted both sides. But the
outbreak of full scale conflict
has changed the arithmetic for
Beijing. The closure — even if
temporary — of the Strait of
Hormuz has created the big-
gest oil price shock in years,
rattling markets and destabi-
lising economies worldwide.

Unlike other major econo-
mies, China has a relatively
comfortable buffer against
sudden supply disruptions.
Beijing has been stockpiling
oil for years, accumulating

strategic reserves far larger
than they were a decade ago.
These reserves, coupled with a
rapidly transitioning energy
mix that includes an expand-
ing share of renewables, mean
that China’s immediate expo-
sure to Middle East oil shocks
is more limited than that of
many other major importers.
Moreover, the portion of Chi-
na’s overall energy consump-
tion directly tied to oil that
flows through Hormuz is
smaller than widely perceived.
Still, China cannot completely
insulate itself from the effects
of the current crisis.

China’s economic ties to the
Middle East are deep and mul-
tifaceted. Beyond crude oil,
Chinese companies have in-
vested heavily in regional in-
frastructure, energy projects,
and port facilities across the
Gulf and beyond. These invest-
ments have grown into a sub-
stantial financial portfolio that
is now under threat from the
war’s escalation. The disrup-
tion to shipping traffic, the
evacuation of Chinese person-
nel, and the suspension of
some commercial operations
demonstrate just how exposed
Beijing is to instability in this
vital region.

Yet while the immediate ef-
fects on China’s energy secu-
rity are important, a far more
consequential development
may be how the war influences
Beijing’s strategic posture and
its relations with other major
powers — especially Russia.

Before the conflict erupted,
China was already an energy
heavyweight with diversified
sources. Russia, long a key sup-
plier of oil and gas, accounts
for a significant portion of

China’s import mix. In fact,
Russian crude supplies are
among the largest single sourc-
es of energy for Beijing. In this
context, the Middle East war
has created a scenario where
Russia’s relative importance to
China’s energy security is like-
ly to increase further.
Moreover, China’s deepen-
ing relationship with Russia is
not limited to energy. The two
countries have been steadily
drawing closer over the past
decade, aligning more fre-
quently in diplomatic forums,
security cooperation, and eco-
nomic ties. The war in the Mid-
dle East — and the resulting
instability in global markets
— appears to accelerate this
trend. With energy markets in
turmoil and Beijing seeking
stability, Moscow’s role as a re-

liable supplier of oil and gas

assumes even greater
significance.

If China expands its energy
purchases from Russia, it
could accelerate pending pipe-
line projects, reinforce cross
border energy infrastructure,
and solidify Russia as Beijing’s
most important energy part-
ner. An immediate example
would be the expansion of gas
pipeline links that pass
through Mongolia and into
northern China, which would
complement existing supply
routes from Siberia. These de-
velopments would have strate-
gic implications far beyond en-
ergy, strengthening an axis
between Beijing and Moscow
that could help redraft global
power balances in the years
ahead.

Strategic Shift Toward Russia

Yet it is important to recog-
nize that China’s dependence
on Russia carries strategic
risks. Moscow may gain lever-
age over Beijing by virtue of
energy exports, potentially
pushing for higher prices or
advantageous terms. As the
war intensifies, China might
find itself more deeply eco-
nomically intertwined with
Russia, which could constrain
its diplomatic freedom in other
regions.

Despite these concerns, Chi-
na’s current approach to the
war appears cautious. It has
condemned the violence and
called for restraint, even as it
seeks to protect its own nation-
al interests. Chinese diplomats
have engaged with a range of
Middle Eastern actors — in-
cluding Iran, Oman, Israel,

and Gulf states — in an at-
tempt to calm tensions. Bei-
jing’s overarching goal ap-
pears to be to preserve as much
stability as possible in a region
upon which it depends for en-
ergy imports and economic
opportunity.

For Iran, its economic de-
pendence on China is even
more pronounced. A large ma-
jority of Tehran’s exports are
destined for China, giving Bei-
jing leverage and influence.
But this relationship is not
without its complications.
Iran, while tied to China for en-
ergy revenue, also has a com-
plex web of regional relation-
ships and aspirations. Its
strategy of using proxy groups
and regional allies against Is-
rael and other rivals compli-
cates Beijing’s attempts to re-
main neutral or act as a
stabilizing force.

The war’s broader geopoliti-
cal reverberations are already
being felt. Major economies
around the world have seen
their stock markets fluctuate
in response to oil price spikes.
Nations heavily reliant on
Middle Eastern oil are scram-
bling for alternative supplies,
negotiating with producers in
West Africa, Latin America,
and Russia to diversify their
sources. Insurance premiums
for shipping in the region have
skyrocketed, and logistical bot-
tlenecks are straining global
supply chains. The closure of
key maritime routes has forced
entire industries to reconsider
risk exposure and operational
strategy.

At the policy level, countries
that once believed they could
rely on a predictable global en-
ergy order are now confront-

ing uncertainty. Emergency
talks among energy producers
and consumers have been con-
vened to coordinate reserve re-
leases, mitigate price surges,
and calm markets. But no
amount of diplomatic coordi-
nation can fully offset the fun-
damental reality: a major
source of global energy has be-
come a theatre of war.

For China, the experience of
this crisis may reinforce the
wisdom of its long standing
strategy to diversify energy
sources and build self reliance.
Its efforts to expand renewable
energy capacity, build strate-
gic reserves, and secure long
term supply contracts with di-
verse partners could pay divi-
dends if future instability per-
sists. Yet paradoxically, the
very turmoil that underscores
the importance of diversifica-
tion could push China closer
into Russia’s orbit, amplifying
an alignment that many West-
ern policymakers have long
feared.

Ultimately, the war between
Iran and Israel has become
more than a regional conflict.
It has transformed into a glob-
al strategic event with ramifi-
cations for energy security,
great power competition, and
the structure of international
relations. For Beijing, the cri-
sis tests its economic strategy,
diplomatic agility, and existing
partnerships. Whether China
emerges from this war with a
more independent global role,
or more tightly bound to Mos-
cow’s geopolitical trajectory,
remains to be seen. But one
thing is certain: the war’s
shockwaves will shape strate-
gic choices far beyond the bat-
tlefield for years to come.
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Heated Parliament Debate on No Confidence
Motion Against Speaker Om Birla

A tense political confronta-
tion unfolded in the Lok Sab-
ha as members began debat-
ing a no confidence motion
against Speaker Om Birla,
with outspoken exchanges be-
tween the opposition and gov-
ernment ministers.

The motion was moved by
several members of the oppo-
sition, who accused Speaker
Birla of failing to conduct
proceedings impartially and
of undermining the dignity
of the House. Opposition
lawmakers argued that the
Speaker’s actions had re-
peatedly silenced dissent-
ing voices and limited their
opportunities to speak dur-
ing discussions on key is-
sues. In support of this
claim, the debate was allo-
cated several hours for de-
tailed discussion.

Gaurav Gogoi’s Barbs at
Kiren Rijiju

Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi
opened the debate by criticis-
ing the conduct of the session
and targeting Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju.
Gogoi accused him of being
excessively disruptive during
Lok Sabha proceedings, say-
ing that future records would
show Rijiju as the minister
who “interrupted the Opposi-
tion the most.” He framed the
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motion not as a personal at-
tack on Om Birla but as an ef-
fort to uphold the dignity and
decorum of the Parliament.
Gogoi also raised procedur-
al concerns about how the de-
bate was being conducted, in-
cluding questions around
who should preside over the
House during the motion
since Birla was not chairing
the session. He argued that
despite having many opposi-
tion MPs, the position of Dep-
uty Speaker remains vacant,
affecting fair debate.

Amit Shah’s Response

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah responded sharply to
Gogoi’s remarks. Shah agreed

with the observation that Ri-
jiju had interrupted frequent-
ly, but he turned the critique
back on the opposition by
branding their conduct “irre-
sponsible.” He suggested
such interruptions were nec-
essary when members did not
adhere to parliamentary
rules, implying that repeated
breaches by the opposition
warranted intervention.

Shah defended the Speak-
er’s position and stressed
that parliamentary norms
were being followed, dismiss-
ing accusations of bias and
affirming that the motion
would be dealt with thor-
oughly during the ongoing
debate.

The no confidence motion
against the Speaker repre-
sents a rare and significant
parliamentary challenge, re-
flecting deep political ten-
sions between the ruling alli-
ance and the opposition.
Lawmakers from both sides
have strongly worded views,
with the opposition accusing
the Speaker and ruling party
members of bias and the gov-
ernment insisting it is up-
holding democratic norms.

As the debate continues,
the clash over procedural
fairness and parliamentary
conduct is expected to remain
central to discussions in the
House.

Supreme Court Rebukes Bengal Government and Poll Body
in Voter List Row

The Supreme Court of India
sharply criticised the West
Bengal government and the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) in a heated exchange
over disputes surrounding the
voter list revision process
ahead of the state’s upcoming
assembly elections. The con-
frontation came during a case
concerning the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Bengal — a nationwide
exercise to update voter lists
that has become deeply
contentious.

Court’s Strong Message

A bench led by the Chief Jus-
tice of India issued a stern
warning to the Bengal govern-
ment, the poll panel, and indi-
vidual petitioners, telling
them not to “doubt” the integ-
rity and work of judicial offic-
ers appointed by the court to
review voter appeals. These of-
ficers are tasked with examin-
ing cases of persons whose
names were deleted from elec-
toral rolls during the SIR up-
date. The court emphasised
that judicial officers were
working overtime and must
not be undermined.

At the same time, the Su-
preme Court also pushed back
on repeated pleas from the
state alleging flaws in the revi-
sion process. The bench re-
marked that both the state
government and the ECI
must work together to ensure
that the revision concludes
fairly and transparently,

rather than filing vague or
repetitive petitions seeking
delays. This exchange reflect-
ed the judiciary’s insistence
on balancing protection of
voters’ rights with procedur-
al integrity in the revision.

Political Tensions Behind
the Legal Fight

The voter list dispute has
become deeply political in
West Bengal. The Chief Min-
ister has led public protests
and legal challenges, arguing
that tens of lakhs of genuine
voters have been wrongly re-
moved or placed under legal
scrutiny through the SIR ex-
ercise. She has claimed that
this amounts to a threat to

democratic rights and could
disenfranchise large num-
bers of eligible citizens just
before elections. The protest
shifted from courtrooms to
sitins in streets, highlighting
the high emotions surround-
ing the issue.

Meanwhile, other political
voices have highlighted al-
leged irregularities and ad-
ministrative concerns in vot-
er roll updates, adding to the
charged atmosphere ahead of
polls. Both sides have ac-
cused rivals of manipulating
the process for electoral ad-
vantage, ensuring the voter
list row is not just a legal dis-
pute but a major political
flashpoint in Bengal.

What Happens Next?

The Supreme Court has al-
lowed the revision process
to proceed under judicial
supervision, including di-
recting display of discrep-
ancy lists and appointing
additional officers to ex-
pedite review. Yet its re-
cent rebuke indicates
frustration with repeated
legal challenges that it
sees as hindering proce-
dural progress.

As West Bengal’s assembly
elections approach, the voter
list controversy remains un-
resolved, with political, legal
and democratic stakes all in-
tertwined and closely
watched nationwide.

Centre Regulates Natural Gas Supply After Middle East Disruption;
Priority for Homes, CNG and Fertiliser

The Central Government
has moved to regulate natural
gas supplies across India fol-
lowing disruptions to global
gas flows caused by ongoing
geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East. The disruption
has strained supply chains and
raised concerns about meeting
domestic energy and industri-
al demand. In response, au-
thorities have issued new
guidelines to prioritise where
available natural gas should be
supplied first.

Under the revised allocation
plan, household consumers,
CNG stations, and the fertiliser
sector have been given priority
for gas supplies. This means
that residential users, trans-
port fuel providers, and agri-
cultural inputs will receive
their required shares of natu-
ral gas even as supplies remain
constrained. The decision aims
to protect families, ensure fuel
availability for vehicles that
use compressed natural gas,
and support farmers who de-
pend on fertilisers in the run
up to the planting season.

The move comes after sever-
al global producers signalled
possible shortfalls in exports
due to instability in the Middle

East, which disrupted both
crude oil and associated gas
production. India, which im-
ports liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and also relies on do-
mestic gas fields, has been
monitoring the situation close-
ly. Officials said that the prior-
itisation plan is a temporary
but necessary measure to en-
sure essential sectors are safe-
guarded during uncertain sup-
ply conditions.

In practice, the new regime
will mean that industrial units
which consume large quanti-

ties of natural gas for manu-
facturing will see some reduc-
tion in allocations. Sectors
such as petrochemicals, refin-
eries, and power plants — all
of which use gas as a feedstock
or fuel — may face stepped
down supply volumes depend-
ing on overall availability. Au-
thorities have made clear that
this is a proportional and dy-
namic allocation, subject to
change as global and domestic
supply conditions evolve.
Government officials em-
phasised that residential users

will continue to have uninter-
rupted access to piped natural
gas and that CNG availability
at public stations will be main-
tained to avoid disruptions in
urban transport networks.
Fertiliser plants, especially
those producing urea and oth-
er nitrogen based products,
have also been assured priori-
ty supplies so that agricultural
productivity is not affected.

Analysts say this step re-
flects broader concerns about
energy security and the need
for contingency planning
when international supply
chains face shocks. While In-
dia has diversified its import
sources and ramped up long
term contracts for LNG, short
term disruptions still have rip-
ple effects on domestic
markets.

The government’s regulated
allocation framework is being
closely watched by industry
and consumer groups. Many
see it as a balanced approach
that protects households and
key sectors without resorting
to drastic rationing. As the
global situation stabilises, the
priority allocations are ex-
pected to be reviewed and
adjusted.
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CBl Summons TVK Chief Vijay
Again in Karur Stampede Case

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has once
again summoned actor
turned politician Vijay,
head of the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), in con-
nection with the Karur
stampede case — a tragic
crowd crush that occurred
on September 27, 2025, dur-
ing one of his political ral-
lies in Karur district, Tamil
Nadu.

The latest notice directs
Vijay to appear before the
CBI in New Delhi on
March 15, 2026, for further
questioning as part of the
ongoing investigation. This
will be his third round of
questioning by the central
probe agency, which has
been examining various as-
pects of the stampede and
related organisational
responsibilities.

Earlier, Vijay had been
called in January for two
separate sessions with CBI
investigators, where he pro-
vided statements and an-
swered questions related to
the incident. His team had

sought a 15 day extension
and requested that any fu-
ture questioning be held in
Chennai or elsewhere in Ta-
mil Nadu due to his politi-
cal engagements and elec-
tion work ahead of the state
assembly polls. However,
the CBI has scheduled the
latest appearance at its Del-
hi headquarters following
the deferral request.

The Karur stampede was
one of the deadliest crowd
disasters linked to a politi-
cal event in recent years,
leaving many people dead
and injuring dozens more.
The case was transferred
from a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) to the CBI
by order of the Supreme
Court of India, which also
appointed a supervisory
committee to oversee the
probe and stressed the need
for an impartial and unbi-
ased investigation.

In addition to Vijay’s
summons, the CBI has also
asked DMK legislator Sen-
thil Balaji to appear before
investigators. Balaji has in-

dicated publicly that he in-
tends to comply and pro-
vide clarifications to the
agency regarding the
tragedy.

The renewed summons
comes amid heightened po-
litical sensitivity as the Ta-
mil Nadu assembly elec-
tions approach, with
speculation around politi-
cal alliances and strategies
involving Vijay’s party.
While the investigation
continues, the CBI is gath-
ering evidence related to
crowd management prac-
tices, event organisation,
and responsibilities of or-
ganisers and authorities
present during the Karur
rally.

Vijay has previously ex-
pressed sorrow over the
loss of lives and announced
financial assistance for the
victims’ families. The out-
come of the CBI inquiry
will be closely watched,
both for legal accountabili-
ty in the tragedy and its po-
tential implications in the
state’s political landscape.

Centre Explores Ways to Fast Track
Women’s Reservation in Parliament

The Central Government
is looking at ways to speed
up the implementation of
33 % reservation for women
in the Lok Sabha and state
legislative assemblies, with
the aim of making it effec-
tive by the 2029 general elec-
tions rather than years later
when current procedures
would allow it.

Under the Nari Shakti
Vandan Act, passed in 2023,
women are to be allotted one
third of all seats in Parlia-
ment and state assemblies.
But the law was originally
linked to the completion of
the census and a subsequent
delimitation exercise for
constituency boundaries —
steps that have not yet been
completed and could take
several more years.

Why the Government
Wants to Act Now

The government is con-
cerned that waiting for the
census and delimitation
would delay women’s reser-
vation well beyond 2029. To

Before 2029 Elections

avoid this, it is exploring
constitutional and legisla-
tive options that would allow
the quota to be implemented
independently of the cur-
rent census and delimitation
timeline. One idea being
considered is to bring an
amendment bill in the ongo-
ing Parliament session that
could let the reservation
come into force before the
next Lok Sabha polls.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju has in-
dicated that the government
may introduce a significant
bill during this session, al-
though specific details have
not been confirmed publicly.
The aim behind this effort is
to ensure that women’s res-
ervation — long promised
but repeatedly delayed — be-
comes a reality for the 2029
elections rather than being
pushed back due to adminis-
trative delays.

Political Dialogue and
Support

To ensure broad political

support, the government
has already initiated con-
sultations with various par-
ties and stakeholders, in-
cluding opposition leaders.
Expedited reservation for
women has been a long
standing demand from
many political groups and
civil society organisations
aimed at boosting women’s
representation in legisla-
tive bodies.

If the Centre successfully
brings a constitutional
amendment or a revised
legislative plan before Par-
liament and secures enough
support, the 33 % quota for
women could become a
landmark feature of Indian
electoral politics starting
with the 2029 general
elections.

This shift reflects grow-
ing recognition that im-
proved political representa-
tion for women is not just a
policy goal but a political
priority that India is now
trying to achieve in a more
immediate timeframe.
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US’WISA Proposal Could Ease H1B Visa Process

The United States Congress is
considering a new legislative
proposal called the Welcoming
International Success Act
(WISA), aimed at reversing re-
cent restrictions on the H 1B
work visa system and making it
easier for American employers
to hire skilled foreign profes-
sionals, including many from
India.

Why WISA Has Been Proposed

The WISA proposal seeks to
roll back changes introduced in
2025 that tightened the H 1B visa
programme. These earlier rules
made the process more expen-
sive and complex for employers,
with higher fees and stricter
wage requirements that compa-
nies argued made it harder to
bring in global talent. The WISA
would restore more employer
friendly conditions, making it
simpler to hire highly skilled
foreign workers.

Supporters of WISA argue
that the earlier changes created
significant barriers for busi-
nesses, universities, hospitals,
and research institutions that
rely on international talent —
particularly in fields such as
technology, engineering, health-
care, and education, where
there are ongoing skill
shortages.

Key Provisions of the WISA
Proposal

If passed into law, the Wel-
coming International Success
Act would:

- Cancel the 2025 proclama-

for Indian Professionls
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tion that imposed tough-
er requirements on the H
1B programme.

« Remove or reduce the
large fee that employers
must pay to sponsor new
H 1B workers.

« Ease stricter wage and
hiring rules that made it
harder to recruit global
talent.

« Make it simpler and
more affordable for com-
panies and institutions
to hire skilled foreign
professionals.

Backers of the bill argue that
these changes would help the
United States maintain its eco-
nomic competitiveness by at-
tracting and retaining global
talent in key sectors rather than
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discouraging it.
Significance for Indian
Professionals

The proposed legislation is
particularly important for Indi-
an tech workers and specialists,
because Indian nationals make
up a large majority of H 1B visa
holders in the United States. Es-
timates indicate that over 70 %
of current H 1B visa holders are
Indian, with hundreds of thou-
sands working in American
companies or studying and
working in specialised fields.

By easing restrictions and
lowering costs, the WISA could
directly benefit these profes-
sionals and their families, re-
ducing bureaucratic barriers
and potentially encouraging
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more skilled talent to enter the
US workforce.

Next Steps

For the WISA to become law,
it must first be approved by the
US House of Representatives
and then the Senate. If both
chambers pass the bill, it will
require the President’s signa-
ture to take effect. Until then,
the current H 1B rules remain
in place.

Overall, the Welcoming Inter-
national Success Act reflects an
ongoing debate in US immigra-
tion policy between tightening
visa rules and preserving a
pathway for highly skilled for-
eign workers that many Ameri-
can businesses and institutions
rely upon.

China’s SpaceView of the lran Israel War: Tracking US Military
Movements

Asthe Iran Israel conflict esca-
lated, the war is being observed
from space in near real-time. A
Chinese artificial intelligence-
based geospatial intelligence
company has been publishing
detailed satellite imagery track-
ing the movements and deploy-
ments of United States military
aircraft, ships, and bases across
the Middle East, offering an unu-
sually clear view of foreign forc-
es during the conflict.

In the final week of February,
before the first joint military op-
eration began, a stream of high-
resolution satellite images start-
ed circulating online with
Mandarin annotations. These
images showed aircraft parked
on runways, cargo planes land-
ing at airfields, naval vessels at
sea, and other indicators of ma-
jor military activity. Aircraft
types were identified, missile de-
fense systems were marked, and
troop concentrations were pre-
cisely geolocated.

Early images included Ameri-
can assets such as stealth fight-
ers at Israel’s Ovda Air Base and
aircraft and control planes at
Saudi Arabia’s Prince Sultan Air
Base. Within days, the US and Is-
rael launched their offensive

against Iran, and satellite image-
ry continued documenting de-
ployments and movements
across Qatar, Jordan, Kuwait,
Bahrain, and the United Arab
Emirates.

Not only aircraft were fea-
tured. The imagery tracked ma-
jor naval assets, including air-
craft carriers operating in the
Arabian Sea and Mediterranean,
and surveillance aircraft sup-
porting these carrier groups.
Analysts were able to map these
movements, providing a detailed
operational picture.

The technology behind this in-

telligence does not involve Chi-
na’s own spy satellites. The com-
pany aggregates commercially
available satellite images and
applies advanced Al tools to au-
tomatically detect and label mili-
tary equipment. This transforms
raw images into searchable, de-
tailed intelligence products simi-
lar to traditional military recon-
naissance outputs.

This development reflects a
broader shift in conflict monitor-
ing. In earlier eras, only national
intelligence agencies could cap-
ture such imagery, often with
significant delays. Today, com-

mercial satellite constellations
and Al analysis have democra-
tized access to space-based ob-
servation, allowing detailed
views of troop deployments to be
shared publicly within hours.

The implications of publicly
available intelligence are com-
plex. While there is no confirma-
tion that Iran used these satellite
feeds to plan its own attacks, the
overlap between some highlight-
ed locations and subsequent
strikes has raised questions
about the potential influence of
open-source intelligence on war-
time decision-making.

At the same time, the wide-
spread circulation of real-time
satellite data underscores the
challenge modern militaries
face in maintaining operational
security. What was once hidden
from view is now observable by
anyone with access to commer-
cial images and analytical tools.
Asthe Iran Israel war continues,
satellite imagery — both com-
mercial and Al-enhanced — has
become an integral part of how
the world sees and understands
the conflict, reshaping media re-
porting and potentially influenc-
ing strategic calculations.

Iran Says It Will Decicle When the War Ends After Trump Signals a Quick Close

Leaders in Tehran have sharp-
ly rejected recent remarks by US
President Donald Trump sug-
gesting that the war involving
the United States, Israel, and
Iran could be ending soon. Iran’s
top military officials made it
clear that it is Tehran — not
Washington — that will deter-
mine when hostilities stop, set-
ting up a major clash of narra-
tives amid the ongoing conflict.

Trump Signals an Early End

In public comments, Trump
sought to frame the conflict as
nearing completion, telling al-
lies and reporters that the mili-
tary campaign was ahead of
schedule and may be “very short
lived.” He described the US op-
erations as largely successful
against Iranian capabilities and
spoke optimistically about a
swift conclusion. Trump also in-
dicated that the US had inflicted
significant damage on Iran’s de-
fence infrastructure, reinforcing
his belief that the conflict could
wind down quickly.

The president’s upbeat rheto-
ric briefly eased global market
jitters linked to rising tensions,
with oil prices retreating from
recent highs following his state-
ments about a potential near
term end to the conflict. Howev-
er, Trump’s messaging was in-
consistent — even as he talked
about a short conflict, he also
warned Iran sharply against dis-
rupting oil flows through the

Strait of Hormuz, threatening
intensified retaliation if Tehran
took such action.

Iran Pushes Back Strongly

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) dismissed
Trump’s timeline, stating une-
quivocally that Iran itself will
decide when the war ends, not
the United States. Iranian lead-
ers have cast Trump’s remarks
as political posturing and insist-
ed that Tehran will continue its
military actions in defending its
territory and regional interests.
The IRGC accused Washington
of trying to manipulate percep-
tions and asserted that Iran will
set its own course.

-

Senior Iranian officials also
reiterated that they are prepared
for a protracted conflict. They
have warned that even if the
United States and Israel believe
they have weakened Tehran’s ca-
pabilities, Iran’s military re-
mains resilient and willing to
sustain its operations for as long
as necessary.

Contradictory Signals and

Uncertain Prospects

The exchange highlights a bit-
ter clash of narratives: Trump’s
suggestion of a quick resolu-
tion is meant to reassure do-
mestic and global audiences,
while Iran’s stance signals a
refusal to accept external

timelines or ultimatums. This
rhetoric comes amid contin-
ued missile and drone strikes
across the region, with Iran
targeting military and strate-
gic sites in neighbouring
countries and promising sus-
tained resistance.

The conflicting messages
have left markets and govern-
ments around the world uncer-
tain about how long the con-
flict might last. Signs of
possible de escalation in one
breath are countered by threats
of further retaliation in the
next, underscoring the unpre-
dictability of a war that contin-
ues to ripple far beyond the
battlefield.

V000

www.truepointnews.com

How Russia Is Emerging as the
Biggest Beneficiary of the Iran-Israel
War

As the war between the
United States Israel alli-
ance and Iran intensifies,
global attention is fo-
cused on the immediate
military and humanitar-
ian impacts. But beyond
the battlefield, one major
geopolitical shift is un-
folding: Russia appears to
be a significant benefi-
ciary of the conflict —
economically and strate-
gically — even without
direct involvement in the
fighting.

Energy Markets Give
Moscow a Boost

The most immediate
winner from the outbreak
of war has been global en-
ergy markets. The con-
flict has disrupted oil and
gas supplies, especially
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key chokepoint
that handles a significant
share of world energy ex-
ports. This disruption
has driven crude prices
above $100 per barrel,
sending oil revenues
soaring — exactly when
Russia’s economy needs
it most. Higher energy
revenues help offset
budget shortfalls caused
by sanctions and ongoing
military expenditures.

In some cases, nations
that previously shunned
Russian crude under
Western pressure are
now buying it again,

helped by temporary
waivers. This shift means
Russian oil is not just sell-
ing; in many cases, it is
fetching higher prices
than it did before the
conflict.

Strategic Advantage
and Global Influence

The windfall from
higher energy prices has
broader geopolitical im-
plications. Russia relies
heavily on oil and gas rev-
enues to fund its domes-
tic budget and military
operations, including its
war in Ukraine. With en-
ergy income rising, Mos-
cow is under less econom-
ic strain and better
positioned to sustain its
military efforts. Analysts
argue that the timing of
this conflict diverts West-
ern diplomatic attention
and military resources
away from other regions,
indirectly benefiting
Russia.

Moreover, Russia’s
longstanding relation-
ship with Iran, formal-
ised through strategic
agreements, gives it
diplomatic leverage.
Moscow has publicly
condemned American
actions in the war and
reaffirmed ties with
Tehran, positioning it-
self as a key interlocu-
tor in the region while
gaining influence at the

expense of Western
dominance.

Military and Diplomatic
Ripple Effects

Another dimension of
Russia’s strategic gain
comes from military re-
source allocation. As the
U.S. redirects some air de-
fence assets and intelli-
gence focus toward the
Middle East, it leaves less
capacity for other global
hotspots. For countries
like Ukraine — depend-
ent on Western security
support — this redistri-
bution could weaken de-
terrence against Russian
military pressure.

What This Means Going
Forward

In sum, Russia appears
to be one of the biggest
geopolitical winners
from the Iran-Israel con-
flict, even without firing
a shot in this theatre.
Surging energy revenues
strengthen its economy,
diplomatic positioning
gains ground, and global
strategic attention is di-
vided. How long this ad-
vantage lasts will depend
on the duration of the
war, energy price trends,
and broader geopolitical
shifts — but for now, the
unfolding crisis has inad-
vertently handed Moscow
a powerful set of strate-
gic benefits.

Iran Escalates Missile Campaign with
Heavier Warheads in Iran Israel War

Iran has signalled a sig-
nificant escalation in its
ongoing conflict with Is-
rael and Western forces
by announcing that fu-
ture missile strikes will
involve warheads weigh-
ing at least one tonne
(1,000 kg) or more. This
marks a dramatic shift in
Tehran’s military ap-
proach and raises con-
cerns about increased de-
structive potential in the
region.

According to state-
ments from a senior com-
mander of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps Aerospace Force,
missiles launched from
now on will carry heavy
payloads of 1,000 kg and
above, reflecting Teh-
ran’s intent to intensify
its offensive capability.
The commander also in-
dicated that both the
force and frequency of
missile attacks would in-
crease, and that their
range and impact could
expand as the conflict
continues.

This development
comes amid ongoing mis-
sile and drone campaigns
targeting Israel and US
military positions across
the Middle East. In recent
waves of strikes, Iran has
employed a range of bal-
listic missiles, including
solid fuel systems like
Kheibar Shekan —
known for extended

range and improved agil-
ity — and missiles such
as Emad and Ghadr capa-
ble of striking deep into
the region.

The shift toward heavi-
er warheads can be seen
as a tactical evolution.
Larger warheads in-
crease blast radius and
destructive capability,
while also complicating
interception by enemy
air defence systems.
Heavy payloads can more
effectively penetrate
hardened structures like
military bunkers and un-
derground facilities,
which have been key tar-
gets in recent weeks. Ira-
nian officials have de-
scribed this as part of a
broader operational
strategy aimed at deliver-
ing greater impact with
each launch.

Iran’s ballistic missile
arsenal is diverse, rang-
ing from short and me-
dium range systems to
longer reach weapons ca-
pable of striking Israel
and beyond. Missiles
such as the Khorram-
shahr 4 (also called
Kheibar) are believed to
carry warheads of more
than a tonne and have an
estimated range of
around 2,000 km, putting
strategic targets across
the Middle East within
reach.

This move toward
heavier warheads also

carries geopolitical im-
plications. It heightens
the stakes for Israel and
its allies, potentially
prompting adjustments
to defensive postures and
broader military plan-
ning. Larger warheads
increase the risk of civil-
ian and infrastructure
damage in urban centres
and raise fears of wider
escalation beyond imme-
diate military targets.

At the same time, Iran’s
announcement under-
scores how the war is
evolving — not just in
terms of tactics but also
in psychological signal-
ling to adversaries. By
committing to heavier,
more powerful strikes,
Tehran may be seeking
to demonstrate resolve,
deter further action
against its territory, or
compel international ac-
tors to reconsider their
responses.

As the situation devel-
ops, analysts will be
watching how this shift
affects the dynamics of
the conflict and whether
regional and global pow-
ers respond with changes
in strategy, diplomacy, or
defence support. The em-
phasis on heavier war-
heads reflects a new
phase of intensity in a
conflict that has already
reshaped security calcu-
lations across the Middle
East.
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ECONOMY

Markets Bounce Back: Sensex Surges and Nifty Crosses
24,250 on Hopes of Easing Tensions

Indian stock markets wit-
nessed a sharp decline on Mon-
day as rising geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East and a
spike in global crude oil prices
triggered heavy selling across
sectors. Benchmark indices
ended the session significantly
lower, although they recovered
partially from the day’s steep
intraday losses.

The BSE Sensex dropped
1,352.74 points, or about 1.71
percent, to close at 77,566.16.
Meanwhile, the NSE Nifty50
fell 422.40 points, or 1.73 per-
cent, settling at 24,028.05. Dur-
ing the trading session, mar-
kets experienced even deeper
losses, with the Sensex plung-
ing more than 2,400 points and
the Nifty slipping below the
23,700 mark before regaining
some ground toward the end of
the day.

The sharp fall in the market

was largely attributed to esca-
lating tensions in West Asia,
particularly concerns sur-
rounding Iran and the broader
regional conflict. These devel-
opments pushed global crude
oil prices above the $100-per-
barrel level, raising worries
about inflation and economic
stability. For India, which re-
lies heavily on imported crude
oil, higher prices could lead to
an increased import bill and
additional pressure on the
economy.

The surge in oil prices also
affected the Indian rupee and
added to the volatility in finan-
cial markets. The India VIX,
commonly referred to as the
market’s “fear gauge,” rose
sharply during the session, in-
dicating heightened uncertain-
ty among investors. Analysts
noted that prolonged geopoliti-
cal instability and sustained

high oil prices could impact
corporate profitability and eco-
nomic growth.

Sector-wise, all major indices
on the National Stock Ex-
change closed in negative terri-
tory. Banking, automobile, and
consumer durable stocks were
among the biggest losers dur-
ing the session. The PSU bank-
ing index recorded particularly
steep declines as selling pres-
sure intensified across finan-
cial stocks.

Broader markets were also
not spared. Midcap and small-
cap stocks faced significant
selling, with both indices end-
ing the day around two percent
lower. This indicated that the
weakness was widespread
across the market and not lim-
ited to large-cap companies.

Early trading saw panic sell-
ing as investors rushed to re-
duce exposure to riskier assets

amid global uncertainty. Sev-
eral frontline stocks declined
sharply, while only a few com-
panies managed to remain in
positive territory. The overall
market capitalisation of com-
panies listed on the BSE also
fell significantly during the
session.

Despite the steep losses, mar-
kets managed to recover some
ground in the latter half of the
day as crude oil prices eased
slightly. This helped bench-
mark indices trim a portion of
their intraday losses before the
closing bell.

Market experts believe vola-
tility may continue in the near
term as investors closely moni-
tor geopolitical developments
and fluctuations in global oil
prices. These factors are ex-
pected to remain key drivers of
market sentiment in the com-
ing days.

LPG Supply Worries Lift Appliance Stocks as Consumers
Rush to Induction Cookers

Shares of kitchen appliance
makers rallied sharply on
March 10 as investors bet that un-
certainty over liquefied petrole-
um gas (LPG) availability would
drive strong demand for electric
cooking solutions like induction
cookers. This market reaction
came amid broader concerns
about cooking gas supplies and
rising prices, which have affected
households and businesses alike.

On the stock market, Borosil
saw its share price surge by
around 13%, reflecting height-
ened optimism among traders.
Other appliance makers such as
Bajaj Electricals gained about
7%, while TTK Prestige and
Hawkins Cookers also climbed,
supported by expectations of in-
creased sales of electric kitchen
appliances. Smaller players like
Butterfly Gandhimathi Applianc-
es also posted gains on the day.

Why the Rush to Induction
Cookers?

The surge in kitchen appliance
stocks reflects a shift in consum-
er behaviour driven by rising
LPG prices and fears of supply
disruptions. Domestic cooking
gas prices have been hiked re-
cently, partly due to global energy

market volatility. Many Indian
households are now looking for
alternatives to LPG cylinders,
leading to a noticeable uptick in
induction cooker sales in cities
like Kolkata. Retailers report dai-
ly sales of induction cookers
climbing significantly, roughly
tripling compared with usual lev-
els as people seek electric options
in the face of fuel cost concerns.

Induction cooktops are seen as
efficient and increasingly afford-
able alternatives. Unlike tradi-
tional gas stoves, these electric
appliances use electromagnetic
fields to heat cookware directly,
making them attractive for house-

holds worried about persistent
LPG price inflation or possible
shortages. With induction cook-
ing already gaining popularity
due to broader trends like urbani-
sation and rising kitchen mod-
ernisation, the current gas situa-
tion may accelerate this shift.

Broader LPG Supply
Challenges

The LPG market in India is un-
der pressure from global supply
chain disruptions linked to ongo-
ing geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East. This has contribut-
ed to higher LPG prices and
raised concerns about stable

availability, particularly for com-
mercial use in restaurants and
hotels. Some establishments have
reported commercial LPG supply
constraints, prompting them to
explore alternative fuel sources
and heightening consumer anxi-
ety about domestic fuel supplies.
While authorities have assured
that production has been scaled
up to prevent shortages, the com-
bination of price rises and supply
worries has unsettled both inves-
tors and consumers. In the con-
text of rising global energy prices
and local market responses, many
are treating induction cookers
not just as a convenience, but as a
pragmatic hedge against uncer-
tainty in LPG supply.
Outlook

Analysts suggest that sustained
concerns over LPG availability
and pricing could continue to
support demand for electric cook-
ing appliances, potentially bene-
fiting companies in this segment.
However, the broader fuel supply
situation remains sensitive to ex-
ternal geopolitical developments,
and future stock performance
may hinge on how these supply
chains stabilise over coming
weeks.

Mutual Funds Show Resilience in February as Equity Flows Stay
Strong and Gold ETF Interest Moderates
11
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Despite a volatile market in
February, mutual fund invest-
ments remained resilient as in-
vestors continued to commit mon-
ey across key categories. Data
from the mutual fund industry
showed that total net inflows
stayed positive, driven mainly by
steady participation in equity
schemes and sustained contribu-
tions via systematic investment
plans (SIPs).

One of the standout features in
February was the continued
strength of equity mutual funds.
These schemes attracted robust
net inflows, growing month on
month and highlighting solid in-
vestor confidence in market
linked investment products even
as broader markets faced inter-
mittent fluctuations. Investors
showed particular interest in
growth oriented segments such as
mid cap and small cap funds,
along with flexi cap categories
that offer diversified exposure
across companies of varying
sizes.

SIP contributions, a key indica-
tor of retail investor discipline,
held up well despite a slight de-
cline compared with January. To-
tal SIP inflows remained close to
730,000 crore, underlining persis-
tent retail interest in long term
investing through mutual funds.
While the dip was partly attrib-
uted to the shorter month of Feb-
ruary, the numbers still signalled
strong ongoing engagement from

49% 519980 299

individual investors committed to
building wealth steadily over
time.

In contrast to strong equity and
SIP inflows, gold exchange traded
funds (ETFs) experienced a
marked moderation in February.
After a record surge in January,
inflows into gold ETFs dropped
sharply, indicating a waning of
the recent rush into safe haven as-
sets. Even though gold ETFs con-

tinued to attract net investments,
the pace was far slower than the
previous month, suggesting that
some investors may have rotated
back toward risk assets like equi-
ties or were rebalancing portfoli-
os after earlier heavy allocations
to gold.

Overall net inflows into the mu-
tual fund industry remained
healthy, contributing to an in-
crease in assets under manage-
ment. The continued flow of fresh
capital into funds, despite market
volatility, points to growing inves-
tor trust in mutual funds as a pre-
ferred vehicle for long term finan-
cial goals and wealth creation.

Looking ahead, industry ex-
perts believe that mutual funds
are likely to continue attracting
investments as long as investor
confidence stays intact and mar-
kets remain supportive. However,
performance across categories
may vary depending on market
conditions, economic cues, and
investor risk appetite in the com-
ing months.
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SEBI’s IPO Review: Around 100
Comments per DRHP, Nearly Half
on Risk Factors

A recent study of how
the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) reviews draft offer
documents (DRHPs) sub-
mitted by companies
planning to list via initial
public offerings (IPOs)
shows that the market
regulator issues a large
number of comments dur-
ing the review process.
On average, SEBI raises
about 100 observations for
each DRHP it examines —
a level that reflects rigor-
ous scrutiny by the capi-
tal markets regulator.

Focus on Risk Factors

The most significant
share of these comments
— nearly half — is direct-
ed at the Risk Factors sec-
tion of the draft docu-
ments. SEBI insists that
companies clearly and
comprehensively disclose
all potential risks that
could materially affect in-
vestor interests. This in-
cludes not only general
business risks but also
specific issues such as fi-
nancial uncertainties,

and industry specific dan-
gers. The regulator em-
phasises that risk factors
should be presented clear-
ly by importance and ma-
teriality, so that prospec-
tive investors can easily
assess the most critical
threats to the company’s
future performance.

Why SEBI’s Review
Matters

Companies preparing
for IPOs are expected to
provide investors with
transparent and accurate
information. SEBI’s de-
tailed review and its high
number of comments un-
derscore its objective to
ensure that DRHPs don’t
gloss over important dis-
closures. The regulator’s
emphasis on the Risk
Factors section reflects
its broader goal: inves-
tors must be fully in-
formed of uncertainties
that may influence the
value or viability of a po-
tential investment.

Other Areas of
Regulatory Focus

compliance and regulato-
ry concerns, including
governance disclosures,
legal compliance state-
ments, and clarity around
related party transac-
tions. Addressing these
regulatory points ensures
that companies meet In-
dia’s stringent disclosure
norms before going
public.

The extensive review
process is part of SEBI’s
wider supervisory role
over capital markets. Its
detailed queries and feed-
back are intended to im-
prove transparency, re-
duce information gaps,
and protect investor inter-
ests — especially as more
Indian companies consid-
er public listings and re-
tail participation in IPOs
increases.

In summary, the study
highlights that SEBI’s
IPO review process is
thorough and risk orient-
ed, with nearly half of its
comments focused on en-
suring that companies
clearly disclose the chal-
lenges and uncertainties

supplier or customer con- sures, SEBI’'s comments capital from public

centration, tariff impacts,

also frequently touch on

investors.

AMFI to Take Up Industry Concerns With SEBI
Over Changes to Retirement and Children’s

Funds

The mutual fund indus-
try in India is planning to
formally raise concerns
with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) over recent regula-
tory changes that would
discontinue retirement
and children’s mutual
fund categories. The in-
dustry body representing
asset management com-
panies, the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI), said it will make
a representation to the
regulator to highlight
challenges arising from
the new framework.

What'’s Driving the
Industry Response

SEBI recently intro-
duced an overhaul of the
mutual fund categorisa-
tion system, including
the creation of a new
“Life Cycle Fund” catego-
ry designed to address
long term investment
goals. Under this new
structure, the existing re-
tirement and children’s
fund categories are being
discontinued, with SEBI
taking the view that Life
Cycle Funds will serve
similar purposes.

AMFT’s leadership has
already conveyed initial
reservations to SEBI. The
industry feels that the
transition could pose
challenges, especially for
investors currently hold-
ing schemes in the retire-
ment and children’s fund
categories. AMFI’s chief
executive noted that these
concerns will be laid out
more formally in the rep-
resentation to the
regulator.

Scale and Scope of
Affected Investments

Industry data shows
that there are roughly 62—
63 lakh investor folios in
retirement and children’s
funds, collectively hold-
ing assets of around
¥57,000 crore. This sizable
investor base under-
scores why asset manag-
ers are keen to ensure
that the transition to the
new framework does not
disrupt ongoing invest-
ment plans or disadvan-
tage existing holders.

SEBI’s position is that
the new Life Cycle catego-
ry is structured to cover
the objectives of retire-
ment and children’s in-

vestment goals without
needing separate classifi-
cations. However, AMFI
believes there could be
complexities, including
operational, tax, and
merger related issues,
that need further discus-
sion before the changes
are fully implemented.

Next Steps in the
Process

AMFT has set a timeline
to file its detailed repre-
sentation with SEBI and
seeks clarity from the
regulator before the
March 31 deadline by
which industry stake-
holders can submit feed-
back on the mutual fund
categorisation changes.
The final decision will
rest with SEBI, which has
said it will consider in-
dustry concerns, includ-
ing those related to tax
implications and scheme
merger costs.

The outcome of this
process will be closely
watched by investors and
fund houses alike, as it
could shape how goal ori-
ented mutual fund prod-
ucts are structured and
marketed in the future.
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“Soggy Paper Straw” Memes
Go Viral as Global Tensions
Dominate Social Media

As global tensions and war-related
headlines dominate conversations on-
line, social media users have turned to
humour to express their frustration
and disbelief. In a surprising trend,
the humble paper straw has become
the internet’s latest symbol of irony,
with memes about “soggy paper
straws” spreading rapidly across plat-
forms like X, Instagram and Reddit.

The viral meme trend highlights
what many users see as a contrast be-
tween individual environmental ef-
forts and large-scale geopolitical con-
flicts happening around the world. In
many of these memes, people joke
about being encouraged to adopt eco-
friendly habits—such as using paper
straws instead of plastic—while world
leaders simultaneously escalate politi-
cal and military tensions.

One widely shared meme shows a
person struggling to drink through a
soft, collapsing paper straw while
news headlines about global conflicts
appear in the background. The hu-
mour lies in the apparent contradic-
tion: individuals are asked to make
small lifestyle changes to protect the
planet, while major powers appear to
engage in actions that could cause far
greater damage on a global scale.

Another popular meme jokes that
while global leaders talk about serious
geopolitical confrontations, ordinary
people are trying to “save the planet”
with paper straws that quickly become
soggy and difficult to use. The relata-
ble frustration has struck a chord with

many internet users, leading to thou-
sands of shares and reposts.

The trend also taps into a long-run-
ning complaint about paper straws
themselves. Introduced by many res-
taurants and cafes as an alternative to
plastic in order to reduce environmen-
tal pollution, paper straws have often
been criticised by customers for be-
coming soft and unusable after only a
few minutes. Some social media users
humorously claim that the straws
start dissolving before they can even
finish their drinks.

While the jokes may seem light-
hearted, they also reflect how people
use humour to deal with serious world
events. During periods of political ten-
sion, economic uncertainty or conflict,
the internet often becomes a place
where satire and memes help people
process overwhelming news.

Memes have long served as a form of
social commentary, allowing users to
express opinions and frustrations in a
humorous way. In this case, the soggy
paper straw has become an unexpect-
ed symbol representing the gap many
people feel between small individual
actions and much larger global
issues.

Ultimately, the viral trend shows
how quickly everyday objects can turn
into powerful internet symbols. What
began as a simple joke about paper
straws has evolved into a broader re-
flection on modern life, responsibility
and the way people react to major
events in the digital age.

Indian Woman Celebrates Holi With
Japanese Landlord In US, Viral Video
Warms Hearts

A heartwarming video of an Indian
woman celebrating Holi with her Japa-
nese landlord in the United States has
gone viral on social media, drawing
praise for its message of friendship
and cultural connection. The clip cap-
tures a joyful moment between the two
women as they celebrate the festival of
colours together, despite being far
away from home.

The video was shared on Instagram
by the Indian woman, who revealed
that she currently lives alone in the
US. With no friends or family nearby
to celebrate the festival, she expected
to spend Holi quietly. However, her el-
derly Japanese landlord stepped in to
make the day special by joining her in
the celebration.

In the short clip, the two women can
be seen smiling and laughing as they
gently apply organic yellow colour to
each other’s cheeks. The simple yet
meaningful celebration reflects a
warm bond between the tenant and
her landlord. At one point in the video,
the Indian woman affectionately re-
fers to her landlord as “pookie,” high-
lighting the close and friendly rela-
tionship they share.

While sharing the video online, the
woman explained that her landlord
joined her for the festival because she
knew she was living alone in the coun-
try. She also described the elderly
woman as “the sweetest,” expressing
gratitude for the thoughtful gesture
that made her Holi celebration
memorable.

The video quickly gained attention
online, with thousands of viewers
praising the landlord’s kindness and
willingness to embrace another cul-
ture. Many social media users said the
clip was a beautiful reminder that fes-
tivals have the power to bring people
together regardless of nationality, lan-
guage or background.

Several commenters admired the
warm relationship between the two
women. Many described the moment
as wholesome and heartwarming, say-
ing it perfectly reflected the true spirit
of Holi — a festival that celebrates joy,
togetherness and friendship.

Others said the video highlighted
how small acts of kindness can have a
big impact, especially for people living
far away from their families. Some
viewers even joked that the landlord
should one day visit India to experi-
ence a grand Holi celebration in its full
spirit.

Holi, often known as the festival of
colours, is one of the most widely cel-
ebrated festivals in India. It marks the
arrival of spring and symbolises the
triumph of good over evil. Tradition-
ally, people celebrate by throwing col-
oured powders, sharing sweets and
spending time with loved ones.

For those living abroad, festivals can
sometimes feel lonely. However, this
touching moment between an Indian
tenant and her Japanese landlord
shows how compassion and compan-
ionship can turn even a simple cele-
bration into a truly special memory.
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“Activa Uncle” Helps Stranded Biker in Bengaluru
Traffic,Wins Hearts Online

In a heartwarming inci-
dent that has captured the
attention of social media
users, a stranger in Ben-
galuru came to the rescue
of a biker whose motorcy-
cle broke down in the mid-
dle of heavy traffic. The
simple yet thoughtful ges-
ture has been widely
praised online, with many
calling it a “true Bengalu-
ru moment.”

The story was shared by
a Reddit user who de-
scribed the stressful expe-
rience he faced while re-
turning from a site visit.
The man, an architecture
student, said his motorcy-
cle suddenly displayed an
“Engine Temp High”
warning before shutting
down completely on a
busy road between KR
Puram and Kasturinagar.
With traffic building up
around him, he had no
choice but to push the bike
along the crowded street.

The situation quickly
turned exhausting. Sur-
rounded by impatient ve-
hicles and constant honk-
ing, the biker struggled to
move the heavy motorcy-
cle through the congested
road. The challenge be-
came even tougher when
he had to push the bike
uphill on a bridge while
trying to navigate through
slow-moving traffic.

Just when the situation
seemed overwhelming,

help arrived unexpectedly.
An elderly man riding a
Honda Activa scooter no-
ticed the struggling biker
and stopped to check on
him. After learning about
the problem, the stranger
immediately offered to
help push the motorcycle
to the nearest service
centre.

The two then worked to-
gether to move the stalled
bike through the busy
Kasturinagar-Ramamur-
thy Nagar stretch. The
older man carefully assist-

ed the rider as they made
their way through the traf-
fic, helping guide the bike
around obstacles and vehi-
cles on the road. At one
point, they even had to ma-
neuver around a stalled
bus blocking part of the
route.

During the journey, the
pair also had a brief con-
versation about modern
motorcycles and how their
sensors can sometimes
cause the engine to shut
down when certain issues
are detected. Despite the

difficulty of the situation,
the unexpected help made
the experience much less
stressful for the stranded
rider.

After some effort, they
eventually reached a ser-
vice centre in Banaswadi.
However, before the biker
could properly thank the
man or offer him some-
thing in appreciation, the
stranger quietly left the
spot without waiting for
recognition.

Reflecting on the mo-
ment later, the rider said

the act of kindness left a
strong impression on him.
In the midst of chaotic
city traffic, the stranger’s
willingness to stop and
help reminded him that
compassion still exists in
everyday life.

The story has since res-
onated with many people
online, who praised the
anonymous ‘“Activa uncle”
for his generosity and
shared similar experienc-
es of strangers stepping
forward to help when it
mattered most.

GoogleTechie’s Rs 1.43 Lakh Monthly Expense Breakdown In
Bengaluru Sparks Online Discussion

A young professional
working at Google has
gone viral on social media
after sharing a detailed
breakdown of her month-
ly expenses while living in
Bengaluru. The video,
posted by 24-year-old te-
chie Pooja Narula, re-
vealed that she spent
about Rs 1.43 lakh in Feb-
ruary, sparking discus-
sions about the rising cost
of living in India’s tech-
nology hub.

In the video, Narula ex-
plained that her spending
included both regular liv-
ing costs and several one-
time expenses that pushed
the total higher than usu-
al. She began by listing
her fixed monthly costs,
which make up the basic
portion of her budget
while staying in the city.

According to her break-
down, her rent for a room
in Bengaluru came to Rs
22,400 per month. She also
spends about Rs 2,800 on
services such as hiring a
maid and a cook. Utility
bills, including electricity
and other basic services,
add another Rs 2,000 to her
monthly expenses.

Apart from essential
costs, Narula also shared
details about her lifestyle
spending. She revealed
that she usually spends
around Rs 2,000 every
weekend on social activi-
ties, which totals about Rs
8,000 a month. These out-
ings include meeting
friends, dining out and
other leisure activities.

However, she clarified
that February was not a

typical month for her fi-
nancially because it in-
cluded several additional
expenses. During the
month, she travelled
home, which resulted in
Rs 16,000 spent on flight
tickets and another Rs
2,000 on airport cab rides.

The tech professional
also had to move to a new
house during the same pe-
riod. The relocation pro-
cess cost Rs 3,000 for mov-

ers and packers, and she
paid a security deposit of
Rs 66,600, which signifi-
cantly increased her total
spending for the month.
In addition to these
costs, Narula mentioned
that she spent around Rs
20,000 on dining plans and
gifts for friends, further
adding to the overall
amount. After calculating
all these expenses, she
concluded that her total

spending for February
reached approximately Rs
1.43 lakh.

While acknowledging
that the figure may appear
high, she explained that
many of the expenses
were temporary and not
part of her regular month-
ly budget. Once those one-
time payments are
cleared, she expects her
future monthly spending
to be much lower.

The video quickly at-
tracted attention online,
with many viewers shar-
ing their thoughts about
the high cost of living in
Bengaluru. Some people
were surprised by the to-
tal amount, while others
pointed out that relocation
costs and housing deposits
can significantly increase
expenses in a single
month.

The post has since
sparked wider conversa-
tions on social media
about budgeting, lifestyle
spending and the financial
realities faced by young
professionals living in ma-
jor metropolitan cities.

Man Rescued After Getting Trapped in Manchester Phone Box

A man in Manchester
recently found himself in
a bizarre and embarrass-
ing situation after getting
trapped inside a tradition-
al red phone box while at-
tempting to order a kebab.
The unusual incident took
place in the city’s Deans-
gate area and eventually
required firefighters to
come to his rescue.

According to reports,
the man stepped into the
iconic British phone
booth intending to use the
telephone inside to place a
food order. However,
things quickly took an un-
expected turn when the
heavy door of the booth
slammed shut behind him
and locked automatically;,
leaving him stuck inside
the small space.

The situation soon be-
came frustrating when
the man realized that the
phone inside the booth
was not working. What
was supposed to be a
quick stop to order a late-
night meal suddenly
turned into an awkward
predicament, as he had no
easy way to get out of the
booth.

Friends who were with

him tried to help by pull-
ing on the door and at-
tempting to force it open
from outside, but their ef-
forts were unsuccessful.
The door appeared to be
locked with a mechanism
that could only be opened
using special keys typi-
cally held by maintenance
workers or telecom engi-

While Trying to Order Kebab
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neers. As aresult, the man
remained trapped while
his friends continued try-
ing to free him.

The incident reportedly
lasted for more than an
hour. During that time,
passersby began to notice
the strange situation, and
some gathered nearby to
watch. A few even record-

ed videos of the unusual
scene on their phones as
the man waited inside the
phone box.

At one point, the
trapped man attempted to
remove a glass panel
from the lower part of
the booth in an effort to
escape. Although he man-
aged to loosen the panel, it

still did not provide
enough space for him to
climb out safely.

With no other option
left, his friends eventually
called the fire brigade for
assistance. Firefighters
soon arrived at the scene
and assessed the situation
before working to open
the stuck door. After a
brief effort, they success-
fully forced the door open
and freed the man from
the booth.

Once he stepped out, the
man appeared both re-
lieved and slightly embar-
rassed by the ordeal. He
reportedly thanked the
firefighters who had come
to help him and shook
hands with them before
leaving the area.

The unusual incident
has since amused many
people online. Social me-
dia users have joked about
the situation, with some
wondering whether the
man ever managed to get
the kebab he had original-
ly tried to order. Others
simply found the story a
humorous reminder that
even simple plans can
sometimes lead to unex-
pected situations.
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BCCIl Announces 2131 Crore Cash Reward
for India’s T20 World Cup Triumph

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has an-
nounced a massive cash reward
of %131 crore for the Indian
men’s cricket team following
their historic victory in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026. This
decision comes after India domi-
nated the tournament and lifted
the trophy with a comprehen-
sive win in the final.

India secured the prestigious
title by defeating New Zealand
by 96 runs in the final held at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad, marking the first
time any team has successfully
defended the T20 World Cup and
become three time champions.
This achievement solidified In-
dia’s position as one of the most
successful sides in the history
of the format.

The 131 crore reward will be
shared among the 15 players,
coaching staff, support person-
nel, and selectors who contrib-
uted to this memorable triumph.
The majority of the amount is
expected to go directly to the
players, with the remainder dis-
tributed among the back end
staff based on hierarchy and
roles.

This reward represents a
slight increase from the
?125 crore bonus announced af-
ter India’s previous T20 World
Cup win in 2024, reflecting both
the significance of this victory
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and the BCCI’s tradition of rec-
ognising major ICC tournament
achievements with generous
incentives.

In addition to the BCCI’s bo-
nus, the Indian team also earned
prize money from the ICC’s of-
ficial tournament payout, which
included substantial rewards
for winning the championship
and additional bonuses for vic-
tories in individual matches
during the group and Super 8
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stages.

The BCCI secretary applaud-
ed the team for their perfor-
mance and congratulated every-
one involved, expressing
optimism for continued success.
The substantial cash reward
highlights the board’s commit-
ment to rewarding excellence
and further cements the 2026
T20 World Cup win as a land-
mark moment in Indian cricket
history.
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India’s T20 World Cup tri-
umph has not only delighted
fans across the country but also
underscored the depth and dom-
inance of Indian cricket in the
shortest format of the game.
The team’s performance, cou-
pled with the record-breaking
cash reward, is likely to inspire
the next generation of cricket-
ers and maintain India’s strong-
hold in global T20 cricket for
years to come.

“Wish We Had 2 3 Like Him”’: Ex Pakistan Star Hails
India’s Abhishek Sharma

Former Pakistan cricket play-
er Basit Ali has heaped unex-
pected praise on Indian batter
Abhishek Sharma following his
crucial performance in the T20
World Cup 2026 final, highlight-
ing the young left hander’s class
and potential at the highest
level.

Ali’s comments came after Ab-
hishek played a match winning
innings in the final, where India
faced New Zealand. Although
the batter had a difficult start to
the tournament with a string of
low scores, he redeemed himself
when it mattered most by deliv-
ering a spectacular half century
in a high pressure game.

Speaking on television, Basit
Ali struck a supportive tone,
blasting critics who had raised
doubts about Abhishek’s ability
earlier in the event. He stressed
that form can be temporary but
class is permanent, and said he
wished his own national team
had “two or three” players of

similar quality. This statement
was widely seen as a rebuke to
negative commentary and a sign
of respect from a former rival,
recognising Abhishek’s ability
to shine on cricket’s biggest
stage.

The praise carried even great-
er weight because it came in the

context of previous criticism
from some quarters — including
comments earlier in the tourna-
ment that labelled Abhishek a
“slogger,” a term used to de-
scribe hitters who rely on brute
force rather than technique. His
strong performance in the final
silenced many doubters, proving

that his aggressive style can suc-
ceed even under intense
pressure.

After India’s World Cup win,
Abhishek himself talked about
the support and faith shown by
the team management and sen-
ior players, saying that backing
from his captain and coach
helped him stay confident
through a difficult patch. He also
spoke about the emotional satis-
faction of performing when his
team needed him most, describ-
ing the atmosphere in the squad
as supportive and united.

Abhishek’s journey through
the World Cup — from early
struggles to a defining innings
in the final — reinforces his rep-
utation as a young and exciting
batting talent. The endorsement
from an ex Pakistan player un-
derscores how his performance
has earned respect beyond India
and highlights his growing stat-
ure in international T20
cricket.

Arshdeep Singh Fined for Code of Conduct

Breach in T20 World Cup Final

Ishan Kishan Says His T20 World Cup
Win Can Inspire Young Cricketers

Indian fast bowler Arshdeep Singh
has been fined and officially repri-
manded for breaching the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) Code of
Conduct during the final of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 against
New Zealand in Ahmedabad.

The incident occurred during the
11th over of New Zealand’s innings
when Arshdeep fielded the ball and,
in his follow through, threw it back
aggressively. The throw struck New
Zealand batter Daryl Mitchell on the
pads, prompting a temporary flare
up on the field. Umpires intervened,
and both players eventually shook
hands before continuing play.

Following the tournament’s con-
clusion, the ICC imposed a Level 1
sanction on Arshdeep for violating
Article 2.9 of the Code of Conduct,
which covers “throwing a ball (or
any other cricket equipment) at or
near a player in an inappropriate
and/or dangerous manner during an
international match.” As aresult, he
was fined 15 per cent of his match fee
and given one demerit point on his
disciplinary record — his first of-
fence within a 24 month period.

Level 1 breaches are considered
the least severe category under the
ICC’s disciplinary framework and
can result in penalties ranging from

a formal reprimand to a fine of up to
50 per cent of match fees, along with
one or two demerit points. Because
Arshdeep accepted the sanction pro-
posed by the match referee, a formal
hearing was not required.

Arshdeep later addressed the inci-
dent, saying he had apologised to
Mitchell, explaining that the ball “re-
verse swung a bit too much” and
struck the batter unintentionally.
The two players were seen sharing
pleasantries after the match, indicat-
ingno lingering ill will following the
momentary on field tension.

Despite the disciplinary action,
Arshdeep played a key role in India’s
bowling attack throughout the tour-
nament and was part of the team
that clinched the T20 World Cup ti-
tle with a dominant 96 run victory
over New Zealand — marking In-
dia’s third men’s T20 World Cup
win.

The fine and demerit point serve
as a reminder of the strict behav-
ioural standards expected at the in-
ternational level, even in high pres-
sure matches like a World Cup
final. Arshdeep’s acceptance of the
sanction and subsequent apology
also underscore the importance of
sportsmanship alongside competi-
tive intensity.

After returning to his
hometown following In-
dia’s triumphant win in
the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2026, Indian wicket
keeper batter Ishan Kis-
han made a heartfelt state-
ment about his role as an
inspiration for aspiring
athletes. Kishan was
warmly welcomed by fans
at Patna Airport, where
supporters chanted his
name and celebrated his
achievements.

Kishan, who played a
key role in India’s success,
said he hopes his perfor-
mance in the tournament
— and the way he over-
came personal challenges
— will motivate young
cricketers across the coun-
try to pursue their dreams
with dedication and pas-
sion. He expressed that
seeing young kids excited
by his success gives him
additional motivation to
perform even better in the
future.

The batter’s journey in
the World Cup was notable
not just for his contribu-
tions on the field but also
for the emotional resil-
ience he displayed. He
played the final despite
learning about a personal
family tragedy just before
the title match, and then
dedicated his performance
to his late cousin. That mo-
ment added a powerful
emotional dimension to
his achievements and
made his success even
more meaningful for many
fans and young followers.

Kishan’s message reso-
nates with his broader ca-

reer comeback story. Hav-
ing worked his way back
into the Indian squad, he
became one of the top con-
tributors in the tourna-
ment, consistently deliver-
ing crucial runs in high
pressure situations. His
success showcases how
persistence, hard work,
and focus can lead to re-
wards on the biggest stag-
es in sport.

By emphasising the im-
portance of inspiring the
next generation, Kishan
reminded fans that role
models in sport play a cru-
cial role beyond just win-
ning trophies — they help
shape the aspirations of
future players and rein-
force the value of resil-
ience and determination.

Overall, his remarks in
Patna underline how per-
sonal achievements in
cricket can translate into
wider social encourage-
ment for young athletes
across India, boosting
their belief that with ef-
fort and passion, anything
is possible.
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Why Virat Kohli Didn’t Attend
the T20 World Cup 2026 Final

The T20 World Cup 2026 final in
Ahmedabad was a historic moment for
Indian cricket, with the team retaining
the title convincingly. Many fans were
thrilled to see former captains like MS
Dhoni and Rohit Sharma in the VIP
stands during the match. However, one
high profile absence caught attention
— Virat Kohli was not present at the
stadium to watch the final, despite still
being an active player in India’s ODI
setup.

No Official Role for Kohli

A key reason behind Kohli’s absence
appears to be that he did not have an
official role at the event. Both Dhoni
and Rohit were there in capacities tied
to their achievements: Dhoni as a leg-
endary figure who won the inaugural
T20 World Cup in 2007, and Rohit as a
captain who led India to T20 World Cup
victory in 2024. Since Kohli never cap-
tained India to a T20 World Cup title, he
wasn’t invited in a similar official ca-
pacity, and so there was no formal ex-
pectation for him to be present at the
final.

Focus on Personal and Family Time

Another explanation relates to Koh-
1i’s personal priorities after stepping
away from T20 Internationals. Having
retired from the shortest format and
shifted his focus to other formats and
family life, Kohli may have chosen to

spend the day with close friends and
relatives rather than attending the
match in the stadium. In past inter-
views, he has spoken about the impor-
tance of family time and how he plans
to enjoy life beyond playing certain for-
mats of the game, which may have in-
fluenced his decision to stay away from
the public event.

Fan Reactions and Social Media Buzz

Kohli’s absence quickly became a
talking point on social media, with sup-
porters expressing surprise and others
offering their own interpretations.
Some fans felt his deep connection to
cricket’s biggest moments should have
brought him to the final, while others
echoed the sentiment that he deserves
privacy and personal time after years
at the top of the sport. Many noted that
his past statements about stepping
back from the limelight could help ex-
plain his choice.

What This Means

In essence, Virat Kohli’s non attend-
ance at the T20 World Cup final was less
about controversy and more about con-
text and role. Unlike Dhoni and Rohit,
he was not there in an official capacity
tied to past World Cup leaderships, and
his current life stage — balancing pro-
fessional commitments with personal
priorities — likely influenced his
decision.

Kuldeep Yadav Set to Marry
Childhood Friend Vanshika
After T20 World Cup Triumph

India’s star left arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav is preparing for one of
the biggest personal milestones of his
life — his wedding — just days after
helping India win the T20 World Cup
2026. The 31 year old bowler is sched-
uled to marry his childhood friend and
longtime partner, Vanshika, on
March 14, 2026 in a picturesque ceremo-
ny in Mussoorie, Uttarakhand.

A Long Standing Bond

Kuldeep and Vanshika share roots in
Kanpur, where they grew up just a few
kilometres apart. Their friendship over
the years blossomed into a romantic re-
lationship, and the couple got engaged
on June 4, 2025, in Lucknow. Originally;,
they had planned to marry in Novem-
ber 2025, but Kuldeep postponed the
wedding to focus on his cricketing com-
mitments and help India clinch the
World Cup title.

Wedding Festivities Begin

The celebrations begin with pre wed-
ding rituals, including the haldi and
mehendi ceremonies on March 13,
bringing together close family mem-
bers and friends. The main wedding
event on March 14 will be held at a re-
sort in Mussoorie, known for its scenic
beauty and intimate setting.

Following the Mussoorie wedding,
the couple will host a grand reception

on March 17 in Lucknow. This event is
expected to see the presence of several
personalities from the cricket world,
including current and former Indian
cricketers, officials from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), and
distinguished guests from various
walks of life.

Balancing Cricket and Personal Life

Kuldeep’s decision to delay the wed-
ding highlights his commitment to the
Indian cricket team. He featured in In-
dia’s squad during the T20 World Cup
and played an important part, includ-
ing his economical bowling perfor-
mance against Pakistan in the group
stage. Soon after the World Cup tri-
umph, he has shifted his focus to this
joyous chapter of his personal life.

A Celebrated Union

Vanshika, who has largely kept a low
profile, works professionally and has
been a constant support for Kuldeep
throughout his journey. Their wedding
— blending cricketing success with
personal happiness — promises to be a
memorable event for fans and well
wishers alike.

The marriage marks a new begin-
ning for Kuldeep beyond the cricket
field as he embarks on this next phase
with his longtime partner, surrounded
by family, friends, and the cricket
fraternity:.
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Tollywood Actioner Suyodhana
Set for Release on Sri Rama

Navami

The Telugu film Suyod-
hana, starring Priyadar-
shi in a pivotal action
role, has locked its world-
wide release date for
March 27, 2026, timed to
coincide with the festive
occasion of Sri Rama Na-
vami, providing audienc-
es a special entertain-
ment treat during the
celebrations.

Directed by YS Madhav
Reddy and produced by
Bosubabu Nidumolu un-
der the Prajvala Line
Creations banner, Suyo-
dhana brings together
an impressive ensemble
cast alongside Priyadar-
shi. The cast features
veteran actor Sai Ku-
mar in a strong charac-
ter role, senior actress
Prema, and supporting
actors including Vishnu
(Laddu), Deviprasad,
and Rajasri Nair, add-
ing depth and experi-
ence to the project.
Festive Release

Strategy

Choosing Sri Rama Na-
vami— a widely celebrat-
ed festival across India
— as the release occasion

is a strategic move by the
makers to tap into holi-
day audiences and fami-
ly viewers looking for
entertainment during
the festive period. The
end of March timing also
places Suyodhana among
other films aiming for el-
evated viewership when
theatres typically see a
surge in footfall and cel-
ebratory movie going.
Music and Creative

Team

The music for Suyod-
hana is composed by Jai
Krish, whose score and
songs are expected to
complement the mass ap-
peal tone of the film. The
lyrics for its tracks have
been penned by Ramajo-
gayya Sastry, bringing
seasoned songwriting to
the project. As part of the
promotional rollout, the
production team has al-
ready released the first
poster announcing the
release date, with teas-
ers, trailers, and songs
slated to roll out soon as
part of an extended pro-
motional campaign lead-
ing up to the launch.

Audience Expectations

Though Priyadarshi is
traditionally known for
his comic timing and
versatile performances,
Suyodhana positions
him in a more action ori-
ented avatar, promising a
fresh and dynamic
screen experience. With
strong character actors
like Sai Kumar and Pre-
ma adding to the mix, ex-
pectations are high for a
compelling narrative
that balances perfor-
mance with commercial
elements.

Looking Ahead

As promotional activ-
ities gear up, fans and
industry watchers will
be watching for the re-
lease of the teaser,
trailer, and musical sin-
gles that will set the
tone for the film’s
themes and scale. With
its festive release plan
and ensemble cast, Suy-
odhana aims to create a
strong impact at the
box office and offer a
memorable cinematic
experience during Sri
Rama Navami.

Ram Charan to Reunite With
Sukumar for New Film After
Peddi

Tollywood superstar
Ram Charan is set to col-
laborate once again with
acclaimed director Suku-
mar for a big budget pan
India film, following the
completion of his cur-
rent project Peddi. This
fresh partnership comes
after much anticipation
from fans of both the ac-
tor and the filmmaker,
who previously worked
together successfully on
Rangasthalam and have
generated strong buzz
about their next team up.

What'’s Next After
Peddi

Production on this new
Ram Charan Sukumar
film is expected to begin
in mid 2026, once Peddi
wraps up its shooting
and promotional commit-
ments. The project is cur-
rently in pre production,
with scripts and creative
discussions underway
between Ram Charan
and Sukumar’s team.
This marks another ma-

jor collaboration between
two of Telugu cinema’s
most successful talents.

Reunion of Two Talents

The pairing of Ram
Charan and Sukumar
has long excited fans, es-
pecially after their earli-
er successes. Ram
Charan’s intense screen
presence combined with
Sukumar’s storytelling
style has been widely ap-
preciated, and audiences
are eager to see what new
creative direction the
duo will adopt in their
upcoming film. Insiders
suggest the project will
aim for a grand scale and
pan India appeal, contin-
uing the trend of South
Indian movies making a
significant impact across
India.

Project Timing and
Expectations

Details about the story,
cast, and technical crew
are still under wraps, but
shooting is likely to be-

gin after Ram Charan
completes his commit-
ments for Peddi. Industry
watchers expect the new
film to follow a pan India
release strategy, target-
ing audiences beyond the
Telugu market. As prepa-
ration moves forward,
fans have been actively
discussing the potential
of this highly anticipated
collaboration online, re-
flecting the strong antici-
pation building around
the project.

Looking Ahead

With both Charan and
Sukumar eager to cre-
ate a memorable cine-
matic experience, this
reunion is shaping up
to be one of Tollywood’s
major announcements
of 2026. As more official
details emerge — in-
cluding casting choices,
music composers, and
release timelines — ex-
citement among fans
will likely grow even
more.
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South Star Samantha ReportedlyinTalks for a Big
Bollywood Film With Salman Khan and Shah Rukh Khan

Tollywood and Bollywood cir-
cles are buzzing with excitement
as reports suggest that South In-
dian star actress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu may be in advanced
talks to appear in a high profile
Bollywood project featuring two
of the industry’s biggest super-
stars, Salman Khan and Shah
Rukh Khan. If confirmed, this
would mark a major milestone
in Samantha’s pan Indian career
and set up one of the most await-
ed multi star collaborations in
recent times.

A Dream Line Up for Fans

The potential film has sparked
intense buzz because it could see
Samantha share screen space
with both Salman and Shah
Rukh — two actors with massive
fan followings and decades long
stints at the top of Hindi cinema.
While exact plot details and cast-
ing confirmations are not yet
public, insiders say discussions
are underway between Saman-
tha’s team and the film’s produc-
ers, with creative and schedul-
ing aspects being worked out
behind the scenes.

For Samantha, who already
enjoys widespread fame in the
South Indian film industry for
her versatile roles and strong

s

box office presence, this move
could further solidify her status
as a truly pan Indian star. She
has previously been part of films
that have released in multiple
languages, and a project along-
side Salman and Shah Rukh
would represent a significant
leap into mainstream Bollywood
stardom.

Industry Excitement and
Speculation

Trade analysts and fans alike
are already speculating about
what such a combination might
bring to the table. Samantha’s

acting range — from intense dra-
matic performances to stylish
commercial roles — could offer
an interesting complement to
Salman’s mass entertainer per-
sona and Shah Rukh’s romantic
and charismatic screen image.
This mix of talent and star pow-
er has fuelled conversations on
social media and entertainment
forums, with supporters already
imagining possible storylines
and character dynamics.
Preliminary Talks, Not

Finalised Yet

Despite the excitement, sourc-

es emphasize that nothing has
been officially signed yet. Ne-
gotiations reportedly include
discussions on remunera-
tion, shooting schedules, and
the overall vision of the film,
with producers keen to en-
sure that the script justifies
bringing together three ma-
jor stars from different cine-
matic backgrounds.

If the project moves forward,
it could become one of Bolly-
wood’s biggest ensemble films
in recent years, drawing audi-
ences from both North and
South India. The potential
pairing of Samantha with Sal-
man and Shah Rukh is already
contributing to strong pre re-
lease interest, and any immi-
nent official announcement is
likely to create a wave of ex-
citement across the Indian
film industry.

Looking Ahead

Fans of all three stars are ea-
gerly awaiting confirmation,
and many believe that such a
collaboration would not just be
a commercial blockbuster but
also a cultural milestone that
bridges regional cinema and
mainstream Bollywood in a
new way.

Pawan Kalyan’s

The much anticipated Telugu
film Ustaad Bhagat Singh, star-
ring Pawan Kalyan, has suc-
cessfully completed its censor
process and received a U/A cer-
tificate, giving the makers and
fans a major relief just days be-
fore its theatrical release. This
approval means the film will be
cleared for viewers of all ages
with parental guidance for
younger audiences, allowing
broader audience reach when it
hits screens during the festive
Ugadi period.

Directed by Harish Shankar
and produced by Mythri Movie
Makers, Ustaad Bhagat Singh is
billed as a high energy action
drama that sees Pawan Kalyan
in the role of a tough cop. The
movie also stars Sreeleela and
Raashii Khanna in key roles
and has generated significant
buzz with its promotional ac-
tivities, including song releas-
es and glimpses of the film
during post production.

The censor board’s decision

Certificate Ahead of Release

came after a formal screening
for certification officials, and
there were no objections to any
sequences, which could have
otherwise delayed the film’s
release. The U/A rating is seen
as positive for the producers,
as it allows the film to appeal
to a wider demographic, in-
cluding families and younger

viewers, while still retaining
its edge as an exciting action
entertainer.

Ustaad Bhagat Singh is
scheduled for a worldwide re-
lease on March 19, 2026, a date
carefully chosen to coincide
with the festive season and
boost box office prospects. The
film’s release date was moved

Ustaad Bhagat Singh Clears Censor and Gets U/A

up from a later original slot to
take advantage of the holiday
timing and build momentum.

The production team has
been actively engaging audi-
ences with updates from the
final stages of post production,
including reports that lead ac-
tor Pawan Kalyan has begun
dubbing his parts. Music for
the film has seen contributions
from two major composers —
Devi Sri Prasad composing the
songs and S Thaman handling
the background score — un-
derscoring the scale of the
project.

With theatre premieres ap-
proaching and promotional ef-
forts gaining pace, the censor
clearance is being viewed as a
key milestone that sets the
stage for the film’s launch. Fans
of Pawan Kalyan and Tolly-
wood alike are now looking
ahead to the trailer drop and
the full release, with expecta-
tions high for a mass appeal
entertainer.

“Collar Ey Etthara” Song Promo From
Ustaad Bhagat Singh Out — Mass
Beat Hype Ahead of Release

The makers of the much antici-
pated Telugu action entertainer
Ustaad Bhagat Singh have un-
veiled the promo for the film’s
third song, titled “Collar Ey Et-
thara”, giving fans another high
energy glimpse of the star stud-
ded project just days before its
release.

Featuring Pawan Kalyan in an
electrifying avatar, the promo em-
phasises strong beats and rhyth-
mic choreography that match the
charismatic personality of his
character in the film. Composed
by Devi Sri Prasad and sung by
Ram Miriyala, the track’s ener-
getic sound and bold lyrics high-
light the mass appeal expected
from the song. The visuals in the
promo reinforce the larger than
life screen persona that Pawan
Kalyan brings to this role.

The full version of “Collar Ey
Etthara” is scheduled for release
on March 12, 2026, with fans al-
ready buzzing about its potential
to become a dance anthem thanks

MJ}% \ .
to its catchy hook and powerful
music. Promotional activity for
the film has been intense, with
updates like this one keeping ex-
citement high as the release date
draws near.

Ustaad Bhagat Singh is direct-
ed by Harish Shankar and pro-
duced by Mythri Movie Makers.
Alongside Pawan Kalyan, the
film stars Sreeleela and Raashii
Khanna in prominent roles, and
is positioned as one of the biggest
Telugu releases this year. The
combination of a strong cast,
mass oriented music, and high
octane promotional tracks like
“Collar Ey Etthara” has only
fuelled anticipation among fans
of Tollywood.

With its official worldwide the-
atrical release set for March 19,
2026, the film’s music rollout —
including this latest song promo
— is playing a major part in
building momentum and keeping
audiences engaged ahead of the
festival release.

Tollywood buzz has grown
louder with news that actress
Tamannaah Bhatia is in nego-
tiations to appear in Ravi Teja’s
upcoming film Irumudi. The
makers are considering her for
an important role in the pro-
ject, and discussions about her
involvement and remuneration
are underway.

A Reunion Fans Have Been
Waiting For

Fans are especially excited
because this would mark a re-
union between Tamannaah
and Ravi Teja after many years.
The pair last worked together
in the Telugu hit Bengal Tiger,
and their on screen chemistry
was widely appreciated. Ta-
mannaah has not appeared in
many Telugu films recently, fo-
cusing more on work in other
languages and special appear-
ances, so her potential addition
to Irumudi has sparked fresh
interest in the project.

About Irumudi

Irumudi is the latest film fea-
turing Ravi Teja in a mass en-
tertainer role. The movie is di-
rected by Shiva Nirvana and is
being produced by Mythri

Tamannaah in Talks to Join Ravi Teja’s
Irumudi in a Special Role

Movie Makers, a banner known
for backing large scale Telugu
films. Actress Priya Bhavani
Shankar is already confirmed
as the female lead, and shoot-
ing for the film is in progress.

If Tamannaah signs on, she
is expected to play a significant
supporting character or a sec-
ond leading lady, adding more
star value to the cast. Industry
observers believe that her pres-
ence could boost the film’s ap-
peal, especially among audi-
ences who enjoyed her earlier
commercial roles.

What'’s Next

Insiders say that once remu-
neration talks are finalised and
contracts are signed, the team
will likely make an official an-
nouncement. For now, fans are
eagerly awaiting confirmation,
with social media already
lighting up with reaction and
speculation about this poten-
tial collaboration.

The inclusion of Tamannaah
in Irumudi — alongside Ravi
Teja and Priya Bhavani
Shankar — could make this
one of the most talked about
Telugu releases once it is com-
pleted and ready for theatres.
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