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CM Announced RS.20 Lakhs
As Compensation

ndhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chan-

drababu Naidu ex-

pressed deep shock
and anguish over the tragic inci-
dent that occurred at Vetlapalem
village in Samalkota mandal of
Kakinada district. The Chief
Minister personally visited the
injured victims who are undergo-
ing treatment at the Government
General Hospital Kakinada
(GGH) and enquired about their
health condition from doctors
and medical staff.

After meeting the victims and
their families, the Chief Minister
addressed the media and stated
that nine of the injured are in
critical condition. He assured
that the government is providing
the best possible medical care to
all those affected and that addi-
tional support would be extended
if required. He also directed of-
ficials to ensure that no effort is
spared in saving the lives of the
critically injured, including
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shifting them to advanced medi-
cal facilities if necessary.

The Chief Minister announced
the immediate suspension of of-
ficials found prima facie respon-
sible for negligence in connec-
tion with the incident. He stated
that a detailed inquiry would be
conducted to determine the exact
cause of the tragedy and to iden-
tify those accountable. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against all in-
dividuals responsible once the
investigation is completed.

Highlighting preliminary find-
ings, he said that the organizers
had failed to follow proper safety
protocols, particularly in han-
dling explosive materials. He em-
phasized that negligence in deal-
ing with such hazardous
substances is unacceptable and
that the government will not tol-
erate any lapses in safety
standards.

As part of relief measures, the
Chief Minister announced an ex
gratia compensation of 20 lakh
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each to the families of the de-
ceased. Financial assistance will
also be provided to the injured,
depending on the severity of
their condition. He assured that
the government would stand
firmly with the affected families
and extend all possible support
for their rehabilitation.

He further warned that those
involved in unauthorized manu-
facture or storage of firecrackers
and explosive materials would
face stringent legal action. The
government is also considering
confiscating the properties of the
individuals responsible and us-
ing the proceeds to support the
victims’ families.

The Chief Minister stated that
a comprehensive review of safety
regulations across the state
would be undertaken to prevent
similar incidents in the future.
Strict inspections and enforce-
ment measures will be intensi-
fied to curb illegal activities in-
volving explosive substances.

massive explosion
at a fireworks man-
ufacturing unit in
Samarlakota man-

[

dal of Kakinada district
claimed 21 lives and left 13 oth-
ers seriously injured on Satur-
day afternoon. The tragic inci-
dent occurred around 2 pm at
Surya Sri Fire Works, located
near the Godavari canal in Vet-
lapalem village.

According to preliminary in-
formation, a total of 34 workers
were present at the factory
when the explosion occurred.
The blast was so powerful that
it was heard up to five kilome-
tres away, sending shockwaves
through nearby villages. Thick
plumes of smoke quickly en-
gulfed the surrounding areas,
causing panic among residents.
The force of the explosion re-
portedly caused cracks in the
slab of a private school build-
ing in a neighbouring village.

Rescue operations began im-
mediately after the incident.
Fire department personnel
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rushed to the spot with two fire
engines and worked to bring
the flames under control. How-
ever, by the time emergency
teams reached the site, several
workers trapped inside had al-
ready succumbed to the intense
fire. The scene was described as
horrific, with charred bodies
and body parts found scattered
across the premises. Some of
the deceased were burnt be-
yond recognition, complicating
identification efforts. Most of
the victims are believed to be
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women workers employed at
the factory.

The injured were shifted to
nearby hospitals, where doc-
tors stated that nine of them
are in critical condition with
severe burn injuries. Medical
teams are providing intensive
care to stabilize the victims.

Locals alleged that the explo-
sion might have been caused by
the manufacture or storage of
fireworks beyond the permitted
limits. Authorities are examin-
ing whether safety norms were

) @

plosion At Fire Works Factory

followed at the facility. The fac-
tory is reportedly managed by
members of a local business-
man’s family. Police have regis-
tered a case and launched a de-
tailed investigation to ascertain
the exact cause of the explosion
and identify any lapses.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu,
who is currently on a tour in
Vizianagaram district, en-
quired about the incident and
directed officials to ensure im-
mediate rescue and relief meas-
ures. He instructed Home Min-
ister Anita Vangalapudi to visit
the accident site and oversee
relief efforts. The district Col-
lector and Superintendent of
Police have reached the scene
and are supervising rescue and
support operations.

So far, police have identified
11 of the deceased, while efforts
are underway to confirm the
identities of the remaining vic-
tims. The tragedy has once
again raised serious concerns
about safety standards in fire-
works manufacturing units
across the state.
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Middle EastIn Flames
& Smokes

he Middle East plunged

into one of its most vola-

tile crises in recent years

after a dramatic escala-
tion between Israel and Iran trig-
gered missile exchanges and wide-
spread regional disruption. The
unfolding confrontation has height-
ened fears of a broader war involv-
ing multiple Gulf states and global
powers.

According to official sources, Is-
rael launched a large-scale military
strike targeting Iranian military in-
frastructure and facilities allegedly
linked to its nuclear and missile pro-
grams. Israeli authorities described
the operation as a pre-emptive meas-
ure aimed at neutralizing what they
termed an escalating strategic
threat. The development drew politi-
cal backing from former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who stated that
preventing Iran from advancing its
nuclear capabilities was critical for
regional security.

Tehran swiftly condemned the
strikes, labeling them an act of ag-
gression and a violation of sover-
eignty. Within hours, Iranian forces
initiated retaliatory missile launch-
es toward strategic locations across
the Gulf. Air defense systems were
activated in several countries as pro-
jectiles crossed regional airspace,
prompting emergency alerts and in-
structions for civilians to seek
shelter.

Explosions were reported near
major urban centers including Abu
Dhabi, Doha, and Riyadh. While
many missiles were reportedly in-
tercepted, falling debris and shock-
waves caused structural damage in
certain areas. Authorities are con-
tinuing to assess casualties and
property loss as emergency response
teams remain deployed.

One of the most tragic develop-
ments emerged from Iran, where lo-

cal officials reported that a strike hit
a girls’ school, resulting in the
deaths of 85 people, most of them
students. The casualty figures have
not yet been independently verified,
but images circulated by regional
media outlets showed significant de-
struction and rescue personnel
working through rubble. The inci-
dent has intensified global concern
over civilian casualties amid esca-
lating hostilities.

The crisis has also disrupted civil
aviation and commercial activity
across the region. Dubai Interna-
tional Airport temporarily suspend-
ed operations due to airspace secu-
rity risks, leaving thousands of
passengers stranded and forcing air-
lines to reroute flights. Similar pre-
cautionary measures were taken at
other airports as authorities sought
to ensure passenger safety.

Regional governments including
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia condemned attacks
within their territories and called
for immediate restraint. The United
Nations convened an emergency Se-
curity Council session, with Secre-
tary-General Anténio Guterres urg-
ingboth sides to pursue de-escalation
through diplomatic channels.

Analysts warn that continued mil-
itary exchanges between Israel and
Iran could overwhelm regional de-
fense systems and destabilize vital
energy corridors. Oil markets react-
ed sharply to the uncertainty, reflect-
ing fears of prolonged instability in
a region critical to global supply
chains.

As diplomatic efforts intensify be-
hind closed doors, uncertainty re-
mains high. With both nations sign-
aling readiness to defend their
interests, the coming days may
prove decisive in determining
whether the confrontation remains
contained or expands into a broader

Deep Sorrow Over Loss Of Lives;
Pawan

he Deputy CMO Andhra

Pradesh has issued an of-

ficial statement regarding

the tragic explosion at
Vetlapalem village in Samalkota
mandal of Kakinada district, outlin-
ing the government’s response and
immediate measures taken to ad-
dress the situation.

According to the statement, the
Chief Minister expressed deep sor-
row over the loss of lives and inju-
ries caused by the blast. Senior of-
ficials were instructed to ensure
that the injured receive the best pos-
sible medical treatment. Several
victims are currently undergoing
treatment, with some reported to be
in critical condition. Authorities
have been directed to closely moni-
tor their health status and provide
advanced medical care wherever
necessary.

Preliminary findings suggest that
negligence in handling and storing
explosive materials may have con-
tributed to the incident. The govern-
ment has taken serious note of the
apparent safety lapses and has sus-
pended concerned officials pending
adetailed inquiry. A comprehensive
investigation has been ordered to
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determine the exact cause of the ex-
plosion and to identify all those re-
sponsible. Strict legal action will be
initiated against individuals found
guilty.

As part of relief measures, the
government announced financial as-
sistance for the families of the de-
ceased. Compensation will also be
provided to the injured based on the
extent of their injuries. The admin-
istration assured full support to the
affected families, including rehabili-
tation assistance.

The statement further warned
that unauthorized manufacturing or
storage of firecrackers and other ex-
plosive materials will not be toler-
ated. Authorities have been instruct-
ed to intensify inspections and
enforce safety regulations strictly
across the district.

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan also re-
viewed the situation and empha-
sized the need for stringent monitor-
ing to prevent recurrence of such
incidents. The government reiter-
ated its commitment to public safety
and promised systemic reforms to
avoid similar tragedies in the
future.
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TGSRTC Brings Bhadrachalam Sita Rama
Kalyanam Talambralu to Devotees’ Doorsteps

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026
TPN Bureau:

In a novel and spir-
itually uplifting ser-
vice for devotees who
are unable to attend
the grand Bhadradri
Sri Sita Ramachan-
dra Swamy Temple
celebrations in per-
son, the Telangana
State Road Transport
Corporation (TG-
SRTC) has an-
nounced that Kaly-
anam Talambralu
— traditionally con-
secrated gifts from
the divine marriage
of Lord Rama and
Sita — will be deliv-
ered directly to the
homes of devotees
across the state. This
initiative has been
launched in collabo-
ration with the Tel-
angana Endowments
Department ahead of
the much-anticipat-
ed Sri Rama Navami
and Kalyanam festi-
val at Bhadracha-
lam. The talambralu
packets, considered
sacred and auspi-
cious by followers of
Lord Rama, are sym-
bolic of the divine
wedding ceremony
(Kalyanam) per-
formed at the temple
on the occasion of Sri
Rama Navami. Devo-
tees who wish to re-
ceive the blessings at
their homes can now

book these talambra-
lu packets through
the TGSRTC logistics
service. Once booked,
the talambralu will
be delivered to the
devotee’s residence
soon after the temple
ceremony is
conducted.
According to TG-
SRTC officials, devo-
tees can reserve the
talambralu packets
by paying a nominal
fee 0f 7151 per packet,
either at TGSRTC lo-
gistics centres or on-
line via the official
logistics portal of
the corporation. For
those who require
assistance with
booking, dedicated
call centre numbers
have also been made
available. This ser-
vice is specifically
designed for those
who cannot travel to
Bhadrachalam due to
age, health reasons or
other constraints but
still wish to partake
in the divine grace of
the Kalyanam festivi-
ties from the comfort
of their homes.
Senior TGSRTC of-
ficials, including rep-
resentatives from the
corporation’s logis-
tics and operations
departments, were
present at the launch
of the home delivery
service, which has

been widely wel-
comed by devotees.
They explained that
this effort reflects a
commitment to lever-
age TGSRTC’s exten-
sive transport and lo-
gistics network to
ensure that devotees
far and wide can re-
ceive the blessings of
Lord Rama without
having to be physi-
cally present at the
temple.
Traditionally,
talambralu are bless-
ed rice and turmeric
mixtures distributed
after the Kalyana Ma-
hotsavam, and are
treasured by devotees
as tokens of divine
blessings and good
fortune. With this
home-delivery initia-
tive, hundreds of dev-
otees are expected to
benefit, especially
those living in distant
rural and urban areas
who find it difficult to
participate in the cel-
ebrations at Bhad-
rachalam in person..
This move also
highlights how public
services such as TG-
SRTC are adopting in-
novative measures to
support cultural tra-
ditions, making reli-
gious observances
more accessible to
people regardless of
their location or
physical ability.

Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu
Launches HPV Vaccination Programme in

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026

TPN Bureau:

Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
inaugurated a Hu-
man Papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccination
drive at the Commu-
nity Health Centre
in Cheepurupalli, Vi-
zianagaram district,
as part of a major
public health effort
to protect young
girls against cervical
cancer.

On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2026, CM
Naidu arrived in
Cheepurupalli where
he was warmly wel-
comed by ministers,
local MLAs, party
leaders, and officials
before the formal
launch of the pro-
gramme. He visited
the health centre, in-
teracted with stu-
dents, and empha-
sized the importance
of HPV vaccination
in preventing cervi-
cal cancer.

The state govern-
ment is offering the
HPV vaccine free of

Vizianagaram

cost to approximately
3.45 lakh adolescent
girls aged around 14
years across Andhra
Pradesh under this
campaign, which is
aligned with the na-
tionwide rollout of
the immunization
drive. The initiative
will be implemented
through around 1,645
Primary and Urban
Health Centres, en-
suring vaccines are
provided with paren-
tal consent and reg-
istered digitally on
the state’s health
platform.

HPV vaccines pro-
tect against high-risk
virus strains respon-
sible for causing cer-
vical cancer, and
health officials have
assured that side ef-
fects are minimal,
such as mild fever or
pain at the injection
site that typically
subside quickly. Cer-
tificates will be is-
sued to vaccinated
girls, and real-time
data tracking will
support effective
monitoring.

During the pro-
gramme, Naidu en-
couraged the use of
digital health records
for vaccination data,
directed authorities
to maintain cleanli-
ness at health facili-
ties, and stressed that
government hospi-
tals should set high
standards in service
quality. He also rec-
ommended the for-
mation of advisory
committees to ensure
efficient operations
at health centres.

The HPV vaccina-
tion drive is part of a
broader public health
strategy to reduce
cervical cancer cases
in Andhra Pradesh.
This action follows
alarming cancer sta-
tistics in the state
and reflects coordi-
nated efforts be-
tween health, educa-
tion, and women and
child welfare depart-
ments to safeguard
the well-being of
young girls, aligning
with national pre-
ventive healthcare
goals.
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TTD Board Approves 35,456 Grore Annual Budget
for 2026-27

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

The Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Trust Board
has officially approved its an-
nual budget of ¥5,456.26 crore
for the financial year 2026-27,
marking a significant develop-
ment in the planning and en-
hancement of services for mil-
lions of devotees visiting the
famed Tirumala temple. The
decision was taken at a meeting
of the board held at Annamayya
Bhavan in Tirumala on Satur-
day, February 28, 2026, under the
chairmanship of B.R. Naidu.

According to budget esti-
mates released after the board
meeting, TTD expects total rev-
enue receipts of 5,456.26 crore
for the upcoming financial year,
with hundi collections alone
projected at around 1,880 crore.
Other major income sources in-
clude interest earnings of 1,205
crore, prasadam sales aggregat-
ing 650 crore, darshan ticket
sales worth 2310 crore, arjitha
seva receipts of 7135 crore, and
talaneelalu (hair offerings)
bringing in %175 crore.

On the expenditure side, the
largest allocation continues to
be for human resources (sala-
ries and allowances), with
71,859.75 crore earmarked. Sig-
nificant funds have also been set
aside for material purchases
(3974.50 crore), fixed deposits
and investments (700 crore**),
and engineering capital works
(%475 crore**). Maintenance, se-
curity, and facility management
have also been factored into the
budget at 2301 crore.

Alongside the approval of the
budget, the TTD board also an-

nounced several key initiatives
and development plans for the
welfare of devotees and the
overall enhancement of temple
facilities:

«  “Srivari Mudupu Patram
Scheme”: A modernised
system to allow devotees
to make digital dona-
tions via UPI and receive
official receipts that can
be directly offered at the
Srivari Hundi, easing
the process of cash
handling.

+ Education Support: A
dedicated allocation of
¥118.89 crore to improve
educational infrastruc-
ture in TTD-run institu-
tions, including digital
classrooms and addition-
al hostel facilities.

«  Annaprasadam Complex:
Approval for a new and
modern Annaprasadam
complex and Kkitchen,
with an expected dona-
tion of ¥100-120 crore
from Reliance Industries
for the project.

«  Temple and Pilgrim Fa-
cilities: Steps to enhance
facilities at various TTD
temples across the coun-
try, including construc-
tion works around Sri
Govindaraja Swamy
Temple, Parvathipuram
Divya Kshetram develop-
ment, and improvements
at goshalas and incuba-
tion centres.

+  Security Enhancements:
Deployment of addition-
al security staff—356 in

Tirupatiand 371 in Tiru-
mala—and the estab-
lishment of a Command
and Control Centre at
Tirupati with 210.75
crore to monitor temple
security nationwide.

« Technology Upgrades:
Installation of X-ray bag-
gage scanners and door-
frame metal detectors at
Alipiri Checkpost at 8
crore to improve safety
for pilgrims.

The budget approval signals
TTD’s commitment to modern-
ising facilities for devotees, en-
hancing safety and security, and
strengthening infrastructure
while ensuring that religious
and cultural traditions remain
central to its operations in the
coming year.

Minister Nara Lokesh Lays Foundation Stone for Blue Jet Healthcare
Project in Anakapalli

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

. In a significant step towards
strengthening industrial
growth in the state, Andhra
Pradesh Minister for IT and In-
dustries Nara Lokesh laid the
foundation stone for the Blue
Jet Healthcare manufacturing
facility in Anakapalli district.
The event was attended by
company executives, public
representatives, and senior
government officials, mark-
ing the beginning of a major
pharmaceutical investment in
the region.

The Blue Jet Healthcare
unit is expected to play a cru-
cial role in boosting the phar-
maceutical and healthcare
manufacturing sector in
Andhra Pradesh. The facility
will focus on the production
of high-quality pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients and specialty
healthcare products using ad-
vanced technology and global
manufacturing standards.
Once operational, the plant is
projected to generate substan-
tial employment opportuni-
ties for local youth, offering
both direct and indirect jobs
across various skill levels.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Nara Lokesh stated
that the state government is
committed to transforming

Andhra Pradesh into a pre-
mier investment destination
in India. He emphasized that
the government is implement-
ing industry-friendly policies,
ensuring transparent govern-
ance, and providing speedy
approvals to attract both do-
mestic and international in-
vestors. He noted that indus-

trial development is essential
for creating sustainable em-
ployment and accelerating
economic growth.

The minister further high-
lighted that such large-scale
investments not only
strengthen the state’s indus-
trial base but also contribute
toregional development. With

improved infrastructure,
skilled manpower, and proac-
tive governance, Andhra
Pradesh is steadily emerging
as a preferred hub for phar-
maceutical and healthcare
industries.

Officials stated that the Blue
Jet Healthcare project will ad-
here to strict environmental
and safety standards while
adopting modern manufactur-
ing technologies. The company
is expected to contribute to ex-
port growth, enhancing the
state’s reputation in global
pharmaceutical markets.

The establishment of this
unit in Anakapalli is also
seen as a catalyst for attract-
ing ancillary industries and
supporting services to the
region. Local business com-
munities expressed opti-
mism that the project would
stimulate economic activity
and create new opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurs

The foundation stone laying
ceremony symbolizes the gov-
ernment’s continued focus on
industrial expansion and job
creation. With projects like
Blue Jet Healthcare taking
shape, Andhra Pradesh aims
to strengthen its position as a
competitive and forward-look-
ing industrial state.

G. Sai Prasad Takes Charge as New Chief Secretary of Andhra
Pradesh

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

Senior Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer G. Sai
Prasad has formally assumed
office as the Chief Secretary of
the Government of Andhra
Pradesh on February 28, 2026.
He took over the reins of the
state’s top bureaucratic post
from outgoing Chief Secretary
K. Vijayanand at a ceremony
held at the State Secretariat in
Amaravati.

Sai Prasad’s assumption of
office marks an important lead-
ership transition in the state
administration. The state gov-
ernment had issued official or-
ders on November 29, 2025, an-
nouncing his appointment and
extending Vijayanand’s tenure
by three months to ensure a
smooth administrative hando-
ver. The formal swearing-in
took place at the Secretariat
at 11:33 AM on Saturday.

A 1991-batch IAS officer of
the Andhra Pradesh cadre, Sai
Prasad brings with him over
three decades of extensive ad-

ministrative experience
across various departments
and regions. He hails from
Mattigunta village in the Na-
guluppalapadu mandal of
Prakasam district and is
known for his grounded ap-
proach and commitment to in-
clusive governance.

Before becoming Chief Sec-
retary, Sai Prasad held key po-
sitions within the state govern-
ment. He served as the Special
Chief Secretary to both the Wa-
ter Resources and Revenue De-
partments and also served con-
currently as Ex-Officio Special
Chief Secretary to the Chief
Minister. Prior to this, he led
the Water Resources Depart-
ment as Special Chief Secre-
tary beginning in June 2024
and took on additional respon-
sibilities in the Revenue De-
partment from January 2025.

Throughout his career, Sai
Prasad worked in several piv-
otal roles including Assistant
Collector in Warangal, Collec-
tor in Kurnool and Chittoor, and

Commissioner of Guntur Mu-
nicipal Corporation. He also
held leadership roles in the pow-
er and energy sectors, such as
Joint Managing Director of AP
Transco and Chief Managing
Director of distribution compa-
nies, and contributed at the na-
tional level as Joint Secretary in
the Union Ministry of Power.

Colleagues and senior offi-
cials at the Secretariat greeted
Sai Prasad with warm congrat-
ulations as he began his duties.
His appointment is seen as a
continuation of experienced
and stable administration in the
state as it pursues developmen-
tal priorities and public service
reforms.
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POLITICAL

RRR Strikes Back at IPS Sunil Kumar’s Provocative

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau:

The political atmos-
phere in the state inten-
sified recently after IPS
officer PV Sunil Kumar
made a controversial
post on social media. In
response, Deputy
Speaker and political
leader K. Raghurama
Krishna Raju — widely
referred to by his ini-
tials “RRR” — hit back
strongly, countering the
assertions and tone of
Kumar’s online mes-
sage. The exchange has
quickly become a talk-
ing point across political
circles and social media
platforms.

The episode began
when Sunil Kumar, a
senior Indian Police Ser-
vice officer currently
suspended amid ongoing
legal proceedings,
shared a series of social
media posts alleging
that RRR had influenced
witnesses involved in a
significant custodial tor-
ture case. Kumar’s post
drew attention by quot-
ing another account and
highlighted ongoing
criminal cases against
RRR, even urging law en-
forcement agencies like
the CBI to probe whether
witness influence had
taken place.

In reaction, RRR re-
sponded with a video

message widely circu-
lated by TV9 Telugu,
where he directly ad-
dressed Sunil Kumar’s
statements and attempt-
ed to turn the narrative
around. In the televised
rebuttal, the Deputy
Speaker essentially chal-
lenged Kumar, using
strong language and as-
sertive phrasing that
grabbed public attention
— a reflection of rising
tensions between politi-
cal leadership and a sen-
ior police officer em-
broiled in controversy.
RRR’s counter mes-
sage stirred political
commentary and
sparked debate across

Telugu news channels
and social media plat-
forms. The video clip cir-
culated widely on Face-
book and Instagram,
showing RRR boldly dis-
missing Sunil Kumar’s
claims and daring critics
to confront him. This ex-
change marked an unu-
sual moment in the in-
tersection of public
administration and po-
litical discourse, where
both sides engaged in a
highly public online
confrontation.

The backdrop to this
spat is a broader legal
and political conflict in-
volving the custodial
torture case of 2021 and

Tweet,Andhra Politics Heats Up

subsequent investiga-
tions. Sunil Kumar’s sus-
pension and the exten-
sion of that suspension
by the Andhra Pradesh
government — keeping
him suspended until
June 30, 2026, or until the
conclusion of criminal
cases — became a signif-
icant point of conten-
tion in political debates.
Critics and supporters
on both sides have used
the situation to voice
broader opinions about
justice, influence, and
accountability in
governance.

Political analysts say
this public exchange re-
flects growing polariza-

tionin Andhra Pradesh’s
political scene, especial-
ly on issues involving
law enforcement officers
and high-profile political
figures. The clash has
prompted observers to
question the boundaries
of public criticism by
government officials
and how such disputes
impact public trust in
institutions.

As the episode contin-
ues to unfold, both sup-
porters and detractors
of the two figures re-
main vocal online and
offline, keeping the de-
bate alive within Andhra
Pradesh’s political
discourse.

Fake Milk Tragedy in Rajamahendravaram: Eight in Critical
Condition, Investigations Deepen

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau:

The fake milk incident
that shook Rajamahen-
dravaram continues to
raise concerns as several
victims struggle for life
and authorities intensify
the probe into the sus-
pected adulteration case.

On Saturday, February
28, 2026, medical officials
said that 15 affected peo-
ple remain hospitalized,
and eight of them are in

critical condition,
prompting doctors and
specialists to work
around the clock to pro-
vide treatment.
According to the latest
health bulletin, among
those under treatment,
11 patients are on venti-
lator support and under-
going dialysis after fall-
ing seriously ill. The
grim situation prompted
leading medical experts
from Hyderabad’s top
hospitals — including
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specialists from KIMS,
Apollo, and AIG — to
travel to Rajamahendra-
varam to assist in man-
aging the complex cas-
es. The involvement of
renowned nephrology
specialists aims to
strengthen critical care
for patients whose kid-
neys have failed due to
suspected toxic exposure
from the contaminated
milk.

Preliminary findings
by health authorities

suggest that the adulter-
ation was caused by the
presence of ethylene gly-
col — a toxic chemical
commonly used in anti-
freeze and industrial
cooling — that leaked
into milk stored in faulty
refrigeration equipment.
Investigators have traced
the supply to a local ven-
dor named Ganeswara
Rao, whose milk was
purchased by numerous
families in Rajamahen-
dravaram and nearby ar-
eas. Many of the affected
individuals developed
severe symptoms includ-
ing anuria (absence of
urine), vomiting, abdom-
inal pain, and acute kid-
ney dysfunction within
hours of consuming the
suspicious milk.
Health officials re-
vealed that the adulter-
ated milk was distrib-
uted to around 110
households, and doctors
have been continuously
monitoring more than
300 residents for any
signs of illness. Multiple
blood and urine samples
have been collected and
sent for advanced testing
to laboratory facilities to

conclusively identify the
toxic substances respon-
sible for the severe
reactions.

The police investiga-
tion is being carried out
concurrently, with au-
thorities questioning the
suspected vendor and
sealing the implicated
milk supply chain
source. Forensic teams,
food safety inspectors,
and veterinary experts
are also collaborating to
trace how the contami-
nation occurred and
whether any negligence
or intentional adultera-
tion is involved. Test re-
sults from these samples
will be crucial in estab-
lishing evidence against
those responsible.

Amid the crisis, local
residents and families of
the victims have called
for strict action against
those found guilty, seek-
ing justice and account-
ability. The district ad-
ministration continues
to operate emergency
medical camps, while
senior officials coordi-
nate treatment and fol-
low-up care for the affect-
ed patients.

Tiger Sighting In Polavaram Near Tallapalem Triggers
Panic Among Villagers

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau :

A sighting of a large
tiger near Tallapalem
village in the Rampa-
chodavaram mandal has
created widespread
alarm and fear among lo-
cal residents. Over the
past few days, the big
cat’s movements have
been noticed in areas
close to human habita-
tion, triggering anxiety
among villagers and
prompting forest de-
partment officials to
take precautionary
measures.

The situation escalat-
ed recently when the ti-
ger attacked and killed a
buffalo grazing near the
village outskirts, con-
firming that the animal
is not just passing
through but also posing a
real threat to livestock.
This incident has inten-
sified fear among the vil-
lagers, many of whom

now avoid venturing out,
especially after dusk.

According to local re-
ports, the tiger’s pres-
ence has been confirmed
for about four days, with
its tracks and move-
ments observed more fre-
quently near fields and
grazing areas around
Tallapalem. Residents
describe living in con-
stant fear, unsure of
where and when the big
cat might appear next.
The proximity of the ti-
ger to human settle-
ments has affected daily
routines, with people
limiting their outdoor
activities and keeping
children and livestock
indoors.

Forest officials, al-
ready on alert, have
identified that this may
be the same tiger that
was relocated recently.
Earlier this month, a ti-
ger was captured in
parts of East Godavari

and taken to a wildlife
center in Visakhapat-
nam. After a period of
monitoring, the animal
was released into the
Papikonda forests, and it
appears to have returned
toward human-inhabit-
ed areas. The tiger is be-
ing tracked using the ra-
dio collar fitted around
its neck to monitor its
movement patterns and
predict its location.

The local forest de-
partment has issued
warnings advising vil-
lagers not to go out
alone, especially at
night, and to keep live-
stock securely sheltered.
Patrols have been inten-
sified in the fringes of
nearby forest areas, and
officials are working to
gather more informa-
tion on the tiger’s move-
ments to strategize its
safe capture or
relocation.

Community leaders

have also urged resi-
dents to stay calm and
follow the safety guide-
lines issued by authori-
ties. While sightings of
tigers in forest-adjacent
regions are not entirely
uncommon in East Go-
davari, the recent ap-
pearance so close to Tal-
lapalem’s residential
zones has heightened
concerns. Authorities
are expected to update
the public on further ac-
tion plans as they con-

tinue to monitor the situ-
ation closely, balancing
public safety with wild-
life conservation efforts.

Overall, the tiger’s
presence near Tallapa-
lem has not only created
worry among villagers
but also emphasized the
importance of commu-
nity awareness and for-
est department coordina-
tion in managing
human-wildlife interac-
tions in tribal and forest
border areas.
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Permanent Solution to Decades-Long
Drinking Water Crisis inA. Konduru

Mandal

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026

TPN Bureau :

A long-pending
drinking water prob-
lem in A. Konduru
Mandal of Tiruvuru
constituency is final-
ly set to receive a per-
manent solution,
thanks to the efforts
of Kesineni Sivanath,
Member of Parlia-
ment. Under the Jal
Jeevan Mission, the
Krishna water supply
project, constructed
at an estimated cost
of %50 crore, has
reached its final
stage. The initiative
aims to provide safe
and clean drinking
water to kidney-af-
fected villages that
have been struggling
for decades.

The project ensures
100% Functional
Household Tap Con-
nections (FHTCs) to
all 38 villages in A.
Konduru Mandal. A
total population of
56,481 people will ben-
efit from this initia-
tive. As part of the
works, 43 old Over
Head Service Reser-
voirs (OHSRs) have
been repaired and 12
new OHSRs con-

structed. Water fil-
tered from the VTPS
canal at Ibrahimpat-
nam will be supplied
to 55 tanks and dis-
tributed through
newly laid pipelines
to villages across A.
Konduru, Vissanna-
peta, and Gam-
palagudem mandals.
Though the project
was sanctioned in
2023, progress re-
mained slow earlier.
After the NDA alli-
ance assumed office,
MP Kesineni Si-
vanath closely moni-
tored the works,
holding regular re-
view meetings with
Rural Water Supply
(RWYS) officials to en-
sure speedy comple-
tion. On January 10,
he personally inspect-
ed water tank con-
struction, pipeline
works, and quality
standards in Koduru
and Pedda Thanda
villages before the
trial run.
Arrangements are
underway to inaugu-
rate the Krishna wa-
ter project in March.
There is a possibility
that either Chief
Minister N. Chan-

drababu Naidu or
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan
will attend the launch
event.

In the meantime,
for 21 CKD-affected
villages, temporary
relief has been ar-
ranged through daily
tanker supply of 4,000
liters of drinking wa-
ter from the Kudapa
sump, ensuring unin-
terrupted access until
the project becomes
fully operational.

With clean Krishna
river water soon
reaching households
directly through pipe-
lines, residents of all
38 villages have ex-
pressed immense
happiness and relief.
After years of hard-
ship due to contami-
nated groundwater
and kidney-related
health issues, the
community now sees
hope for a healthier
future. Villagers have
conveyed heartfelt
gratitude to MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath for his
persistent efforts in
delivering a perma-
nent solution to their
long-standing drink-
ing water crisis.

NTR Bharosa Pension Scheme Stands as
the Largest Welfare Programme in the

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026

TPN Bureau :

The NTR Bharosa
Pension Scheme has
emerged as the larg-
est social security
programme in the
country, said Gadde
Anuradha, President
of the NTR District
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). She stated that
the coalition govern-
ment is demonstrat-
ing its commitment to
welfare not merely
through words but
through concrete
action.

On Saturday morn-
ing, Gadde Anuradha
participated in the
NTR Bharosa pension
distribution pro-
gramme in the 13th
Division, Donka Road
area, along with local
corporator Mum-
maneni Prasad. She
personally distribut-
ed pensions to benefi-
ciaries and later vis-
ited the Anganwadi
centre at Veeranki
Dange Kumar Com-
munity Hall to review
the quality of nutri-
tious food being pro-
vided to children.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, she high-
lighted that while

Country: Gadde Anuradha

the previous YSRCP
government spent
around %1,300 crore
per month on pen-
sions, the present co-
alition government
under Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu
Naidu is spending ap-
proximately 2,700
crore every month.
She emphasized that
the government is
progressing with the
slogan “Welfare and
Development Togeth-
er,” balancing infra-
structure growth
with strong social se-
curity measures.
Gadde Anuradha
pointed out that bed-
ridden persons with
severe disabilities are
now receiving 15,000
per month, reflecting
the government’s hu-
manitarian outlook.
Senior citizens and
widows are receiving
74,000 per month,
while persons with
disabilities are being
given %6,000. She fur-
ther stated that dialy-
sis patients, who ear-
lier received pensions
selectively, are now
each receiving 10,000
per month regularly,
ensuring financial
stability for their

families.

Criticizing the pre-
vious administration,
she remarked that it
took five years for the
earlier government to
raise the pension
amount from 32,000 to
%3,000. In contrast,
the current govern-
ment has significant-
ly enhanced pension
allocations and en-
sured timely distri-
bution to all eligible
beneficiaries.

She called upon
party workers to ac-
tively engage with
people in every vil-
lage and division to
ensure that govern-
ment schemes reach
all eligible benefi-
ciaries. Reaffirming
the government’s
commitment, she
stated that welfare
programmes would
continue to expand
in the future, ensur-
ing comprehensive
support to every de-
serving individual.

Several party
leaders and local
representatives, in-
cluding Division
TDP President
Noothi Srinivas and
others, participated
in the programme.
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TANAEmpowers Krishna District Farmers with Agricultural
Tools Support

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

Krishna District, Andhra
Pradesh - In a significant show
of support for rural agricul-
ture, the Telugu Association of
North America (TANA) has dis-
tributed essential farming
equipment to farmers in Ponnu-
kumadu village of Unguturu
Mandal in the Gannavaram
constituency. The event was
held on Saturday, February 28,
2026, and was attended by local
leaders, community representa-
tives, and beneficiaries.

Organized under the “Raitu
Kosam” (For Farmers) initia-
tive, the program aimed at
equipping small and marginal
farmers with modern tools to
enhance productivity and ease
labour-intensive work in the
field. Around 350 farmers re-
ceived battery-operated agricul-
tural sprayers and protective
tarpaulins, with the equipment
worth approximately 210 lakh
being provided free of cost.

The distribution was con-
ducted under the supervision of
TANA Treasurer Raja Kasuku-
rti, who explained that the as-
sociation’s efforts are guided by
a deep commitment to serve

Telugu communities and sup-
port grassroots development.
He emphasized that farmers
form the backbone of the na-
tion’s economy and that provid-
ing them with suitable tools is
one of the most practical ways
to recognize their contribu-
tions. Such equipment is ex-
pected to reduce drudgery and
support more efficient crop pro-
tection and spray activities for
various agricultural needs.
TANA’s leadership, including
President Dr. Naren Kodali and
Executive Vice President Srini-
vas Lau, extended appreciation

to the participants and com-
mended the spirit of coopera-
tion. They reaffirmed TANA’s
long-term vision to expand sim-
ilar initiatives in Andhra
Pradesh and beyond by rallying
support from Telugu communi-
ties worldwide.

The chief guest for the pro-
gram was Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) MLA Yarlagadda Venka-
tarao, who praised TANA for
bridging the gap between the
diaspora and local agricultural
communities. Venkatarao high-
lighted the importance of ef-
forts that strengthen rural live-

lihoods and enrich the
traditional agrarian way of life.
He underscored the positive im-
pact of international Telugu or-
ganizations in backing local de-
velopment and said such
collaborations set an encourag-
ing example for others to
follow.

Local farmers expressed
heartfelt gratitude, noting that
the battery-operated sprayers
would significantly relieve
manual labour, particularly
during crop protection and
spraying tasks. The tarpaulins
were welcomed as an effective
means of shielding crops from
adverse weather conditions like
unseasonal rain or intense sun,
thus preserving yield quality.

Community leaders and rep-
resentatives, including mem-
bers of the Ponnukumadu coop-
erative bank and former village
presidents, attended the event,
adding to its inclusive and sup-
portive atmosphere. The con-
sensus among attendees was
that initiatives like TANA’s not
only provide tangible tools but
also strengthen morale and op-
timism among farming families
in Krishna district.

Amaravati Capital Region Sees New Development Boost Amid Ongoing
Public Engagement

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

The Amaravati capital region
has once again been in the spot-
light with fresh developments
and public interest as regional
projects gather speed and local
stakeholders express their
views. Over the past week, the
area has seen discussions
around infrastructure up-
grades, planning initiatives,
and community involvement—
reflecting renewed civic and ad-
ministrative activity in the
state capital zone.

In recent days, authorities
have emphasised the impor-
tance of integrated planning
and infrastructure growth for
Amaravati’s evolving role as a
modern capital region. Officials
from the Andhra Pradesh Capi-
tal Region Development Author-
ity (APCRDA) highlighted the
need to accelerate construction
of key internal road networks,
which aim to enhance connec-

tivity within the capital area
and with neighbouring cities
such as Vijayawada and Guntur.
Proposed improvements focus
on arterial routes that will sup-
port future economic zones and
residential hubs across the
region.

Local residents and farmers
living in villages encompassed
by the Amaravati master plan
have also been part of the ongo-
ing dialogue about developmen-
tal direction. Last month, au-
thorities resumed second-phase
land pooling in multiple villag-
es around Amaravati, signal-
ling progress in acquiring land
required for broad infrastruc-
ture projects including an in-
ner-ring road, rail connectivity,
and an International Sports
City. Community meetings
helped motivate voluntary par-
ticipation by offering incen-
tives, such as financial support
and increased lease benefits,

resulting in positive responses
from farmers in initial areas.

Alongside planning and de-
velopment, the Amaravati re-
gion continues to engage the
public through educational and
youth-focused programmes. A
five-day bootcamp on entrepre-
neurship and innovation con-
cluded recently in Amaravati,
with students from across
Andhra Pradesh participating
in workshops aimed at fostering
creative solutions to communi-
ty challenges. The event, sup-
ported by the Ratan Tata Inno-
vation Hub and government
education departments, under-
scored a growing emphasis on
empowering youth with skills
that can drive future regional
growth.

While conversations around
capital-region progress contin-
ue, local citizens also raise con-
cerns about balancing infra-
structure development with

environmental and agricultural
preservation. These discus-
sions shape how authorities
strategise resources and iden-
tify priorities for impending
phases of the Amaravati master
plan.

Overall, Amaravati’s role as a
dynamic centre of development
and civic engagement in
Andhra Pradesh is being rein-
forced through a mixture of
planning updates, youth-orient-
ed initiatives, and ongoing com-
munity input—marking a piv-
otal period as the capital region
accelerates toward broader eco-
nomic and social goals.

Celebrating Telugu Heritage: Garikipati
Narasimha Rao’s Inspiring Address

{ il

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

At the recently held World
Telugu Conference, Maha-
Sahasravadhani Dr. Gariki-
pati Narasimha Rao delivered
a profound and engaging ad-
dress that resonated deeply
with audiences from diverse
backgrounds. The World Tel-
ugu Conference—an es-
teemed global gathering dedi-
cated to promoting and
preserving Telugu language,
culture, and identity—has
historically brought together
scholars, writers, artists, and
cultural ambassadors from
across the Telugu-speaking
world. This conference cele-
brates the richness of Telugu
literature, heritage, and
thought while reinforcing the
importance of linguistic
pride and continuity.

Dr. Garikipati—renowned
scholar, avadhani, orator, and
Padma Shri awardee—used
the platform to emphasize the
crucial role that language
plays in forming cultural
identity and shaping collec-
tive consciousness. Known
for his eloquent and thought-
provoking speeches, he wove
together philosophical in-
sights with practical reflec-
tions on life, culture, and lin-
guistic pride. Drawing from
classical texts and contempo-
rary society alike, his address

focused on the timeless value
of Telugu as not just a means
of communication but as the
very repository of history,
tradition, and worldviews
that define Telugu people. A
key highlight of his speech
was the emphasis on the re-
sponsibility of every Telugu
person—especially the
youth—to cherish and propa-
gate their mother tongue. He
spoke about how language is
not merely a tool but a living
spirit that carries the nuanc-
es of thought, emotion, and
collective memory. For Dr.
Garikipati, Telugu should be
celebrated, spoken with pride,
and integrated into educa-
tional, cultural, and profes-
sional spaces without hesita-
tion. He reiterated that
embracing one’s mother
tongue empowers communi-
ties and strengthens cultural
roots in a rapidly globalizing
world.

The orator also blended hu-
mor with wisdom, making
traditional themes accessible
and engaging. In other talks
at similar forums, he’s been
known to humorously relate
everyday life experiences—
such as marriage and family
values—to deeper philosophi-
cal lessons, highlighting the
relevance of cultural values
in modern contexts. The
World Telugu Conference it-
self underscores these collec-
tive aspirations—promoting
linguistic unity and cultural
preservation. Over decades, it
has been a platform where lu-
minaries and thinkers affirm
the importance of the Telugu
language and contribute to
policy discussions around its
future. With voices like Dr.
Garikipati’s, the conference
inspires renewed commit-
ments to safeguard Telugu’s
legacy for generations to

Amaravati Sports Meet Turns Dramatic:
Deputy Speaker and Others Hurt in
COmpetltlve Games

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

What was meant to be a friend-
ly sports competition among
elected representatives turned
tense and injurious during a re-
cent legislators’ sports meet held
at Indira Gandhi Stadium and
adjoining sports grounds in Am-
aravati. The event featured
cricket and kabaddi matches in-
volving members of the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assembly
and Council, but competitive fer-
vour saw several leaders sustain
injuries, grabbing public atten-
tion and concern.

The most serious injury was
suffered by Deputy Speaker Ka-
numuri Raghurama Krishnam
Raju, who was participatingin a
spirited cricket match as part of
the meet. While attempting a
quick run to avoid being de-
clared run out, Raju dived to-
ward the crease in a bid to save
his wicket. Unfortunately, in the
process, he lost balance and fell
awkwardly, injuring his left
shoulder and wrist area. Initial
first aid was provided on the
field, but persistent pain led to
his transfer first to a local hospi-
tal and then to Hyderabad for
further medical examinations
and advanced careThe sports
meet was meant to foster unity
and camaraderie among legisla-
tors from various parties, but
the intensity of the competition
inadvertently led to more inju-
ries. During kabaddi matches

held the day before the cricket
game, Minister Parthasarathi
also injured his foot while at-
tempting a defensive tackle. On
the same day, MLC Kancherla
Srikant suffered a collarbone
fracture when he fell under pres-
sure from other players making
aggressive moves during the
match. Despite his fracture and
arm in a sling, MLC Srikant
showed remarkable determina-
tion by attending the next day’s
cricket matches to support his
team members. His presence,
even with an injury, showcased
the spirited enthusiasm with
which legislators engaged in
these sports activities beyond
their usual political roles. This
incident was widely shared on
social media and news chan-
nels, highlighting both the
competitive zeal and physical
risks involved in such inter-
legislator sports events. While
the primary aim of the event
was to promote physical fit-
ness, teamwork and inter-party
goodwill, the injuries have
sparked discussions around en-
hancing safety measures and
securing proper medical sup-
port at such gatherings in the
future. Organizers have as-
sured that improved precau-
tions will be implemented to
ensure player safety without
dampening the spirit of enthu-
siastic participation among
public representatives.

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Public Participation Rises as
Development Activities Gain Momentum
in Amaravati Region

Amarvathi 28.02.2026 TPN Bureau:

Development initiatives in the
Amaravati region are gaining re-
newed momentum, with increased
public participation and adminis-
trative focus marking a fresh
phase of activity in the capital
area. Officials have intensified ef-
forts to accelerate infrastructure
projects while ensuring coordina-
tion with local communities and
stakeholders.

Over the past few weeks, authori-
ties have reviewed ongoing con-
struction works, including internal
road networks, drainage systems,
and public utility upgrades. These
developments are aimed at strength-
ening connectivity within Amara-
vati and improving access to nearby
urban centers such as Vijayawada
and Guntur. Engineers and plan-
ning teams are reportedly working
on streamlined execution strategies
to avoid delays and ensure quality
standards.

Local farmers and residents in
capital-region villages have also
been part of consultations regard-
ing land use and infrastructure
alignment. Meetings were conduct-
ed to address concerns related to
compensation, land pooling bene-
fits, and long-term development
plans. Officials assured villagers
that transparency and mutual coop-
eration remain priorities in imple-
menting projects that impact rural
communities.

Meanwhile, civic bodies have
stepped up sanitation and environ-
mental measures as part of broader
urban planning goals. Plantation
drives, lake restoration efforts, and
road maintenance works are being
carried out to enhance the region’s
ecological balance. Authorities em-
phasized that sustainable develop-
ment will remain a guiding princi-
ple as Amaravati expands.

Public representatives have ex-

pressed optimism about the pro-
gress, stating that coordinated plan-
ning and timely implementation are
essential for transforming Amara-
vati into a vibrant administrative
and economic hub. They highlight-
ed the importance of collaboration
between government agencies and
local citizens in ensuring smooth
project execution.

Educational and youth engage-
ment programs have also been or-
ganized in the region to encourage
innovation and entrepreneurship.
Workshops, skill-development
camps, and awareness drives are be-
ing conducted to empower young
people and prepare them for emerg-
ing opportunities linked to the capi-
tal’s growth.

While developmental activity is
visibly increasing, residents con-
tinue to seek clarity on timelines
and future phases of major projects.
Officials have reiterated their com-
mitment to keeping the public in-
formed through regular updates
and community interactions.

Overall, the Amaravati region ap-
pears to be entering a phase of
steady progress, balancing infra-
structure expansion with public
dialogue. With renewed administra-
tive attention and growing civic in-
volvement, expectations are high
that the capital area will witness
sustained and structured develop-
ment in the coming months.

Amaravati Region Sees Renewed Focus
on Development and Community
Engagement

Amarvathi 28.02. 22026 TPN Bureau:

The Amaravati capital region is
witnessing a renewed wave of de-
velopmental activity and public en-
gagement as government authori-
ties and local stakeholders push
forward key infrastructure initia-
tives and land-use planning goals.
These developments are part of a
broader effort to strengthen Amara-
vati’srole as the administrative and
economic hub of Andhra Pradesh.

In recent months, government
planners have accelerated the sec-
ond phase of land pooling across
multiple villages in the Amaravati
Capital Region. This voluntary land
pooling has been viewed as a cru-
cial step in enabling long-term in-
frastructure investments, such as
proposed road expansions and civic
facilities. Officials explained that
the process includes incentives for
participating farmers, like en-
hanced lease benefits and financial
support packages, which has helped
garner early community support.

Land pooling serves multiple
strategic purposes, including creat-
ing space for the planned Inner
Ring Road, rail network connectiv-
ity, and an International Sports
City in the capital area. These pro-
jects are designed to improve trans-
portation links and foster growth
sectors that can attract business
and tourism to Amaravati.

Local residents have also re-
sponded to environmental and ur-
ban planning efforts focused on
sanitation and ecological enhance-
ment. Community clean-up cam-
paigns, tree plantations, and water-
body restoration work have been
carried out in coordination with
civic bodies. These projects aim to
balance rapid development with
ecological sustainability, helping
ensure that growth does not come

Sy T

at the cost of environmental
damage.

Public representatives and local
leaders have highlighted the bene-
fits of increased dialogue between
authorities and village communi-
ties. Public meetings have allowed
officials to explain upcoming phas-
es of infrastructure development
while addressing concerns from
residents about compensation, land
use, and timelines. Such interac-
tions have helped ease uncertain-
ties and reinforce trust in the devel-
opment process.

In parallel, youth-oriented pro-
grams are gaining traction in and
around Amaravati, encouraging
skill development, entrepreneur-
ship, and innovation. Workshops
and boot camps in sectors such as
technology and business planning
have been organised to prepare
younger generations for emerging
career opportunities that could
arise from the region’s economic
expansion.

While progress is evident, resi-
dents and civic groups continue to
emphasise the need for transparent
communication and accountability
throughout the implementation of
major projects. Government offi-
cials have reassured the public that
regular updates and community
consultations will continue as part
of their commitment to inclusive
development in the Amaravati
region.

As Amaravati transitions into a
new stage of development, the con-
vergence of infrastructure plan-
ning, environmental stewardship,
and public involvement under-
scores the dynamic future being en-
visioned for the capital area — one
that balances modern growth with
community priorities and sustain-
ability goals.

come.
o0



POIT

m VIJAYAWADA, 015T MARCH, 2026

REGIONAL

Third World Telugu Conference Begins with Grandeur
inAmalapuram

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau:

The Third World Telu-
gu Conference (Prapan-
cha Telugu Mahasabha-
lu) was inaugurated with
great fanfare on Febru-
ary 28, 2026, at the KIMS
Medical College premis-
es in Amalapuram in Dr.
BR Ambedkar Konasee-
ma district, Andhra
Pradesh. The two-day
cultural and literary fes-
tival, running through
March 1, is dedicated to
celebrating and promot-
ing the Telugu language,
literature, and cultural
heritage.

Organised by KVV
Satyanarayana Raju,
chairman of KIMS and
Chaitanya Educational
Institutions, the event
marks a continuation
of efforts to foster in-
terest in Telugu among
the younger genera-
tion. Competitions in
literary and cultural
categories — including
essay writing, elocu-
tion, painting, poetry
recitation, traditional
costume presentation,
and mono acting — were
conducted for school stu-
dents across the district.
Winners will be awarded
cash prizes to encourage
their participation and
appreciation of Telugu
arts and culture.

The conference was

formally launched in the
presence of several dig-
nitaries. Distinguished
guests included Gover-
nors from Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, and
Telangana, Union and
State ministers, Mem-
bers of Parliament, leg-
islators, judges, political
figures, film personali-
ties, scholars, writers,
and poets. Esteemed dis-
course speakers such as
Chaganti Koteswara
Rao and Garikapati Nar-
asimha Rao were part of

the inaugural session. To
honour the memory of
the iconic Telugu actor
and former Chief Minis-
ter N.T. Rama Rao, the
main conference stage
was named after him.
In addition to contests
and speeches, the con-
ference features a vari-
ety of cultural pro-
grammes, literary
seminars, poets’ meets,
and exhibitions show-
casing Telugu heritage.
Replica models of prom-
inent temples like the

1

Annavaram Satyanaray-
ana Swamy Temple,
Bhadrachalam Sri Sita
Ramachandra Swamy
Temple, Simhachalam
Varaha Lakshmi Nar-
asimha Temple,
Dwaraka Tirumala
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple, and Ainavilli
Siddhi Vinayaka Tem-
ple have been set up to
highlight the rich cultur-
al traditions of Telugu
people.

The World Telugu Con-
ference, a significant

platform for Telugu
speakers worldwide,
aims to strengthen lin-
guistic pride and foster
cultural bonds among
Telugu communities at
home and abroad. By
bringing together schol-
ars, artists, and young
enthusiasts, the event
not only honours the his-
torical legacy of the Tel-
ugu language but also
seeks to inspire future
generations to uphold
and propagate their lin-
guistic traditions.

Andhra University’s Glory to Be Restored, Says Minister
Nara Lokesh

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau:

Andhra Pradesh’s Ed-
ucation and IT Minister,
Nara Lokesh, has
pledged to restore
Andhra University to its
former prestige and
transform it into a glob-
ally recognised centre of
excellence as the institu-
tion gears up for its cen-
tenary celebrations. The
minister’s announce-
ment came during a re-
view of preparations for
the university’s 100th an-

niversary, academic,
cultural and historic
legacy.

Lokesh emphasised
that the centenary
should not only honour
Andhra University’s past
achievements but also
serve as a springboard
for future growth. He in-
structed officials to or-
ganise the celebrations
on a grand scale, ensur-
ing that the events reflect
the institution’s rich leg-
acy across disciplines.
The minister stressed
the importance of in-
volving both alumni and
current students in the

festivities, particularly
through arts, music and
literature programmes
that highlight the vi-
brant culture of the uni-
versity community.

In his review, Lokesh
also recommended that
esteemed scholars and
personalities be invited
to participate in confer-
ences on critical issues,
making the centenary an

intellectual as well as
celebratory milestone.
Committees will be
formed to coordinate
various aspects of the
events, with a strong em-
phasis on media publici-
ty to boost the universi-
ty’s visibility at state,
national and interna-
tional levels.

A significant part of
Lokesh’s directive was

the call to develop a 100-
year vision plan for
Andhra University. This
long-term strategic
framework is intended to
guide academic excel-
lence and institutional
development well be-
yond the immediate cel-
ebrations, positioning
the university as a hub
of innovation and re-
search in the years to

come.

During the meeting,
Andhra University Vice-
Chancellor Prof. G.P. Ra-
jasekhar briefed the min-
ister on the agenda for
the centenary founda-
tion day on April 26 and
confirmed that affiliated
colleges would also par-
ticipate in the celebra-
tions, reinforcing the
reach and impact of the
milestone. Lokesh reiter-
ated the government’s
firm commitment to ele-
vating the university’s
stature and reaffirmed
that the flagship institu-
tion should mirror the
aspirations of students
and the people of North
Andhra.

State legislators and
senior officials attended
the review, underlining
the broad political and
public support for the
initiative. With these
concerted efforts, the
government aims to not
just commemorate a cen-
tury of learning but also
to chart a dynamic
course for Andhra Uni-
versity to excel on the
global academic stage.

Biomedical Waste Risks Must Be Curbed, Says Chittoor

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026 TPN
Bureau:

In a strong call to ac-
tion against environ-
mental and health risks,
the District Collector of
Chittoor, Sumit Kumar,
emphasised the urgent
need to improve biomed-
ical waste management
across government
healthcare facilities.
Speaking at a District-
Level Monitoring Com-
mittee meeting held at
the collectorate in Nel-
lore, he underlined that
improper handling of
medical waste poses sig-
nificant dangers not only
to public health but also
to the environment.

The collector pointed
out that biomedical
waste generated in hos-
pitals, clinics and blood
banks — including mate-
rials such as blood and
placental waste — must
be treated in a scientific
manner. This requires
strict compliance with
the regulations that gov-

ern every stage of its life-
cycle: from segregation
and collection to trans-
port and final disposal.
He urged officials to en-
force proper procedures
in accordance with the
prescribed norms and
standards.

A central focus of his
directives was the man-
datory segregation of
biomedical waste into
four colour-coded catego-
ries — yellow, red, white
(translucent) and blue —
to ensure safe and effec-
tive processing. The col-
lector also warned that
any violation of these
norms would lead to pen-
alties, reinforcing that
hospital administrations
must take full responsi-
bility for how their facili-
ties handle, document
and report on medical
waste. Regular compli-
ance reports are to be
submitted every two
months.

To enhance transpar-
ency and traceability in

Collector

waste disposal, Mr. Ku-
mar instructed that all
biomedical waste gener-
ated in government hos-
pitals should be geo-
tagged from the point of
origin all the way to final
disposal. This process is
expected to help authori-
ties monitor every step
of waste management
with greater precision.
He also stressed the im-
portance of implement-
ing a barcode system for
tracking biomedical
waste and directed that
there should be no delays
in collection by the Com-
mon Biomedical Waste
Treatment Facility (CB-
MWTF) agencies.

The collector’s direc-
tives will be jointly moni-
tored by several depart-
ments, including the
District Medical and
Health Department, the
Pollution Control
Board, municipal au-
thorities and other con-
cerned agencies. Their
collective oversight

i

aims to ensure that bio-
medical waste handling
is not only efficient but
also compliant with le-
gal and environmental
standards.

Officials attending the
meeting included DRO G.
Mohan Kumar, Pollution
Control Board officer Ra-
jasekhar, DMHO Dr. Sud-
harani, municipal health
officials and representa-
tives from Apollo Hospi-
tal. Their presence un-
derscores the shared
responsibility across
government and private
healthcare sectors in

tackling biomedical
waste risks.

Effective biomedical
waste management is
critical, as untreated or
improperly disposed
waste can lead to the
spread of infections and
contamination of land
and water resources. The
collector’s emphasis on
stringent monitoring
and technological sup-
port systems highlights
the administration’s
commitment to reducing
these hazards and safe-
guarding public health
and the environment.
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Kuppam to Become Energy-Self-Sufficient
Through Local Renewable Power

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026

TPN Bureau:

Kuppam constitu-
ency in Chittoor dis-
trict, Andhra
Pradesh, is being de-
veloped to generate
its entire electricity
demand locally
through renewable
energy, according to
Siva Sankar Lotheti,
Chairman and Man-
aging Director of
Andhra Pradesh
Southern Power Dis-
tribution Company
Limited (APSPDCL).
He outlined the ambi-
tious energy plan
during a review
meeting on power in-
frastructure and pro-
jects in the region,
emphasising that the
initiative aligns with
the state govern-
ment’s broader vi-
sion for sustainable
and self-reliant en-
ergy solutions.

At present, Kup-
pam’s peak power re-
quirement is around
250 megawatts (MW).
To meet this entirely
through clean ener-
gy sources, APSPD-
CL has begun several
key projects. Feeder-
level solarisation
works are underway
to generate 141 MW

of solar power, pro-
viding a significant
base for local renew-
able generation. In
addition, rooftop so-
lar systems with a
combined capacity
of 4.36 MW are being
installed specifically
for SC and ST house-
holds to support both
sustainable power
and social equity
goals.

To enhance flexi-
bility and reliability,
the power company
is progressing with
tenders to install a 50
MW battery storage
system, which will
store excess solar en-
ergy for use during
peak demand or low
sunlight periods.
Preparations are
also being made to
equip approximately
49,000 additional
households with
rooftop solar units,
potentially adding
another 40 MW of ca-
pacity. Once these
projects are com-
plete, Kuppam is ex-
pected to produce a
total of 250 MW of
renewable energy lo-
cally, enabling the
constituency to meet
its full electricity de-
mand from green

sources by the end of
the year.

During the meet-
ing, Lotheti instruct-
ed officials and ven-
dors to expedite work
and complete all in-
stallations on sched-
ule. He also empha-
sised the urgency of
acquiring land for a
proposed TRANSCO
substation, which
will be crucial for ef-
fective grid integra-
tion and energy dis-
tribution throughout
the area. Coordina-
tion with local au-
thorities has been
directed to ensure
timely progressonall
related infrastructure.

The initiative re-
flects a growing focus
on renewable energy
at both state and local
levels, contributing
to energy independ-
ence and environ-
mental sustainability
goals. If successful,
Kuppam could serve
as a model for other
constituencies aim-
ing to transition to-
ward cleaner and
more self-sufficient
power systems, fur-
ther strengthening
Andhra Pradesh’s re-
newable energy
landscape.

Kurnool Range DIG Warns Parents: Don’t Allow
Minors to Drive Vehicles

Amarvathi 28.02. 2026

TPN Bureau:

The Kurnool
Range Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police
(DIG), Koya Praveen,
has issued a stern ad-
visory urging par-
ents not to allow
their minor children
to drive vehicles,
highlighting a worry-
ing rise in accidents
involving underage
riders. Praveen’s call
comes amid height-
ened efforts by the
police to improve
road safety and re-
duce traffic mishaps
in the region.

Addressing safety
concerns, the DIG
emphasised that
many accidents are
being caused by mi-
nors who attempt to
operate powerful
bikes and other vehi-
cles beyond their
skill level, putting
their lives and those
of others at risk. He
stressed that parents
and guardians must
take responsibility
and ensure that chil-
dren comply with
traffic laws and do
not get behind the
wheel or handlebars
until they are of legal
driving age.

As part of a sus-
tained road safety in-
itiative, Praveen also
directed police teams
to hold road safety
awareness pro-
grammes every Sat-
urday. These sessions
aim to educate the
public about the im-
portance of following
traffic rules, wearing
helmets, and avoid-
ing dangerous behav-
iours like over-speed-
ing, overloading, and
drunken driving, all
of which contribute
significantly to road
accidents in the state.

During recent en-
forcement drives, the
traffic police took
tough action against
hundreds of motor-
ists for traffic viola-
tions as part of the
crackdown on unsafe
driving practices. Au-
thorities issued 1,536
e-challans for over-
speeding, 1,388 for
not wearing helmets,
63 for triple riding,
and 392 for using mo-
bile phones while
driving — all infrac-
tions that increase
the likelihood of seri-
ous crashes. In addi-
tion, the police reg-
istered 548 cases of
drunken driving and

1,107 cases of open
alcohol consump-
tion on the road, in-
dicating persistent
safety challenges.

Praveen’s advisory
underscores a broad-
er push by the police
to instil greater disci-
pline among all road
users. Wearing prop-
er protective gear,
obeying speed limits,
and steering clear of
intoxicated driving
were reiterated as
key measures that
can save lives and re-
duce the human and
economic costs of
traffic collisions.

Traffic safety re-
mains a significant
concern across
Andhra Pradesh,
with minors driving
vehicles adding an
extra layer of risk.
Police officials be-
lieve stringent en-
forcement combined
with public aware-
ness campaigns will
make roads safer for
everyone. The DIG’s
warning serves as a
reminder to parents
to take an active role
in preventing under-
age driving and en-
couraging responsi-
ble behaviour among
young people.
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Boong and the Memory of aVanishing Town: How
a Small Manipuri Film Reached the Global Stage

The global success of
Boong is not just a cinematic
achievement—it is a cultural
moment that has brought
long-overlooked stories from
India’s northeast into inter-
national focus. Its recogni-
tion at the BAFTA Awards
marks a turning point, sign-
aling that deeply local narra-
tives can resonate across bor-
ders when told with sincerity
and emotional depth.

At its heart, Boong is a
coming-of-age story seen
through the eyes of a young
boy navigating a fragile
world. His simple wish—to
reunite his broken family—
drives the narrative forward.
Yet beneath this seemingly
straightforward journey lies
a complex exploration of
identity, loss, and belonging.
The child’s innocence be-
comes a lens through which
audiences witness the subtle
yet profound impact of socio-
political realities on everyday
life.

The film is set in Manipur,
a region rich in culture but
often marginalized in main-
stream discourse. By placing
this setting at the center of
its story, Boong challenges
the invisibility that has long
surrounded the northeast in
Indian cinema. Instead of
presenting the region
through stereotypes or con-
flict-driven headlines, the
film offers a nuanced portray-
al of its people, traditions,
and emotional landscapes.

What makes Boong par-
ticularly powerful is its re-
straint. It avoids dramatic
exaggeration and instead
embraces quiet storytelling.
Moments of silence, every-
day interactions, and small
gestures carry significant
emotional weight. This un-
derstated approach allows
the audience to engage deep-
ly with the characters and
their world, making the nar-
rative feel authentic and
immersive.

The town depicted in the
film is more than just a back-
drop—it is almost a character
in itself. It reflects a space
caught between past and pre-
sent, where memories linger
even as change becomes in-
evitable. There is a sense of
something slipping away—
whether it is a way of life, a
sense of community, or the
innocence of childhood.
This idea of a “vanishing
town” becomes central to
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the film’s emotional core,
symbolizing broader con-
cerns about cultural erosion
and displacement.

Through the boy’s journey,
the film also explores the
theme of family—not just as
aunit of relationships, but as
a source of identity and emo-
tional grounding. His longing
for his father is not merely
about reunion; it represents a
deeper need for stability in a
world that feels uncertain.
This emotional thread con-
nects audiences universally,
transcending geographical
and cultural boundaries.

The international recogni-
tion of Boong is significant
for another reason: it high-
lights the evolving landscape
of global cinema. Audiences
today are increasingly drawn
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to authentic stories that offer
fresh perspectives. The suc-
cess of a Manipuri-language
film on such a prestigious
platform proves that lan-
guage and geography are no
longer barriers when story-
telling is genuine and
compelling.

For Indian cinema, this mo-
ment represents a shift in
narrative focus. For decades,
mainstream industries domi-
nated the global perception
of Indian films. While these
industries continue to thrive,
Boong demonstrates that re-
gional cinema has its own
unique voice—one that de-
serves equal attention and
appreciation. It opens the
door for more filmmakers
from underrepresented re-
gions to tell their stories

¥ T

without feeling the need to
conform to conventional
formats.

The film also raises impor-
tant questions about repre-
sentation. Whose stories are
being told? And who gets to
tell them? By centering its
narrative in Manipur and us-
ing local voices, Boong en-
sures authenticity while also
giving agency to a commu-
nity that is often spoken
about rather than heard.

Another striking aspect of
the film is its ability to bal-
ance heaviness with hope.
While it does not shy away
from difficult realities, it also
captures moments of
warmth, humor, and resil-
ience. These moments re-
mind viewers that even in
challenging circumstances,

life continues with dignity
and quiet strength. The
child’s perspective plays a
crucial role here, offering
glimpses of optimism even
when the world around him
feels uncertain.

Cinematically, Boong re-
lies on simplicity rather than
spectacle. Its visual language
is grounded, focusing on nat-
ural settings and realistic
portrayals. This approach en-
hances the emotional au-
thenticity of the story, allow-
ing viewers to feel as though
they are part of the world be-
ing depicted rather than
mere observers.

The BAFTA recognition is
not just an award—it is vali-
dation. It acknowledges that
stories from India’s margins
are not niche or peripheral

but are integral to the broad-
er narrative of human expe-
rience. It also challenges the
industry to look beyond com-
mercial formulas and invest
in meaningful storytelling.

For audiences, Boong of-
fers an opportunity to engage
with a different side of In-
dia—one that is rarely seen
on screen. It encourages
viewers to move beyond fa-
miliar narratives and explore
the country’s diverse cultural
and emotional landscapes. In
doing so, it fosters empathy
and understanding, bridging
gaps between regions and
communities.

Ultimately, Boong is more
than a film about a boy or a
town. It is about memory,
identity, and the quiet resil-
ience of people living on the

margins. It captures the deli-
cate balance between holding
on and letting go, between re-
membering and moving
forward.

Its success serves as a re-
minder that cinema has the
power to amplify voices, pre-
serve stories, and create con-
nections across the world. In
bringing a small Manipuri
town to the global stage,
Boong has not only made his-
tory but has also redefined
what Indian cinema can
represent.

As the film continues to re-
ceive recognition and appre-
ciation, it paves the way for a
more inclusive and diverse
cinematic future—one where
every story, no matter how
small or distant, has the
chance to be seen and heard.

India’s Enduring Embrace: A History of Warmth Toward the

India has long stood apart in
the global narrative of Jewish
history. Across centuries
marked by exile, persecution,
and displacement in many
parts of the world, the Jewish
community found in India not
only refuge but also accept-
ance, dignity, and opportunity.
The story of Jewish life in In-
dia is not one of survival un-
der pressure, but of coexist-
ence, cultural exchange, and
mutual respect. It is a rare and
remarkable chapter that re-
flects India’s civilizational
ethos of inclusivity.

The arrival of Jewish com-
munities in India dates back
thousands of years. Different
groups came at different times,
often fleeing hardship else-
where. Among the earliest
were the Cochin Jews, believed
to have arrived on the Malabar
Coast possibly during the time
of ancient trade links. Later
came the Bene Israel, who set-
tled in western India, and the
Baghdadi Jews, who arrived
during the colonial era from
parts of the Middle East. Each
group brought its own tradi-
tions, languages, and customs,
yet all found a way to integrate
into Indian society without los-
ing their identity.

What distinguishes India
from many other regions is the
absence of systemic antisem-
itism in its history. While Jew-
ish communities in Europe
and elsewhere faced discrimi-
nation, violence, and exclu-

sion, in India they were al-
lowed to live freely, practice
their religion openly, and par-
ticipate in public life. This was
not due to any formal policy
but rather a reflection of the
broader social fabric, which
historically accommodated di-
verse beliefs and practices.

In Kerala, for example, Jew-
ish settlers established thriv-
ing communities that contrib-
uted to trade and commerce.
They built synagogues, en-
gaged with local rulers, and
became part of the region’s
multicultural landscape. The
local population did not view
them as outsiders but as fellow
residents. This acceptance was
not merely passive tolerance; it
often involved active coopera-
tion and mutual respect.

Similarly, the Bene Israel
community in Maharashtra in-
tegrated deeply into local soci-
ety while maintaining their
distinct religious practices.
They adopted local languages
and customs in daily life but
preserved their Jewish iden-
tity through rituals, dietary
practices, and community
structures. Over time, they
became known for their con-
tributions to various fields,
including education, adminis-
tration, and the arts.

The Baghdadi Jews, who ar-
rived later, played a significant
role in India’s urban and com-
mercial development. Settling
primarily in cities like Mum-
bai and Kolkata, they became

prominent in trade, industry,
and philanthropy. Their legacy
includes educational institu-
tions, charitable organiza-
tions, and architectural land-
marks that continue to serve
the public.

One of the most striking as-
pects of Jewish life in India is
the absence of ghettos or en-
forced segregation. Jewish
communities lived alongside
people of other faiths, sharing
neighborhoods, markets, and

Jewish Community
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public spaces. Interactions
were marked by familiarity
rather than suspicion. Festi-
vals and cultural practices of-
ten became occasions for
shared celebration, further
strengthening social bonds.
India’s pluralistic traditions
played a crucial role in foster-
ing this environment. The
concept of accepting multiple
paths to truth allowed differ-
ent religious communities to
coexist without feeling threat-

ened. This philosophical open-
ness translated into everyday
life, where diversity was seen
as a strength rather than a
challenge.

Education and professional
advancement were also acces-
sible to Jewish communities in
India. They participated in
public institutions, contribut-
ed to the freedom movement,
and held positions of responsi-
bility in various sectors. Their
achievements were recognized

not as exceptions but as part of
the broader national
narrative.

Even after the establishment
of Israel, when many Jews mi-
grated from India, the connec-
tion between the community
and the country remained
strong. Those who left often
carried with them memories
of a homeland where they had
lived without fear. Many main-
tained cultural ties, and some
continued to visit or support
institutions in India.

In recent years, there has
been renewed interest in pre-
serving and celebrating the
heritage of Jewish communi-
ties in India. Synagogues are
being restored, archives docu-
mented, and stories recorded
for future generations. These
efforts highlight the impor-
tance of remembering a past
that offers valuable lessons for
the present.

At a time when religious in-
tolerance and cultural divi-
sions are evident in many
parts of the world, India’s his-
torical relationship with its
Jewish population serves as a
powerful example. It demon-
strates that coexistence is not
only possible but can be deep-
ly enriching for all involved.
The mutual respect between
communities did not erase
differences; rather, it allowed
those differences to exist
harmoniously.

The Indian experience also
challenges the notion that di-

versity inevitably leads to con-
flict. Instead, it shows that
when societies are built on
principles of respect and open-
ness, diversity can become a
source of resilience and crea-
tivity. The Jewish community
in India thrived not despite its
distinct identity, but alongside
it.

This legacy is particularly
relevant today, as nations
grapple with questions of
identity, belonging, and inclu-
sion. The Indian model offers
a perspective rooted in lived
experience rather than ab-
stract ideals. It suggests that
acceptance does not require
uniformity, and that communi-
ties can retain their unique-
ness while contributing to a
shared society.

Ultimately, the story of Jews
in India is not just about one
community; it is about the val-
ues that define a civilization. It
reflects a tradition of hospital-
ity that extends beyond mere
tolerance to genuine accept-
ance. It is a reminder that his-
tory need not always be
marked by conflict and
division.

As the world looks for exam-
ples of peaceful coexistence,
this chapter of India’s past
stands out as both inspiring
and instructive. It underscores
the possibility of building so-
cieties where differences are
not feared but embraced, and
where every community can
find a place to call home.
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Supreme Court’s Strong Response to NCERT
Chapter Triggers Curriculum Debate

A recent development in-
volving the Supreme Court of
India and NCERT has sparked
widespread discussion over
how the judiciary is represent-
ed in school textbooks.

The controversy arose after
arevised Class 8 social science
chapter included references to
“corruption in the judiciary”
as one of the challenges within
India’s legal system. This
marked a shift from earlier
textbooks, which largely fo-
cused on explaining the struc-
ture and functioning of courts
without delving into internal
issues.

The matter drew sharp at-
tention within the legal com-
munity and reached the Su-
preme Court, where strong
concerns were expressed.
Justice Surya Kant voiced
displeasure over the portray-
al, stressing that the judici-
ary’s image must not be pre-
sented in a way that could
undermine public trust. The

Fair Revenue for Content
Creators Essential, Says
Ashwini Vaishnaw
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As the debate continues, the
issue has expanded into a larg-
er conversation about trans-
parency, accountability, and
the purpose of education in

tion and its role in maintain-
ing confidence among
citizens.

At the heart of the debate
lies a key question about edu-

On the other hand, some ed-
ucators and observers see the
inclusion as part of a more re-
alistic approach to learning.
They argue that acknowledg-
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court signaled that it would
not tolerate any content per-
ceived as defaming the
institution.

The developments also un-
folded beyond the courtroom,
with reports suggesting that
judges across various High
Courts shared similar con-
cerns. The issue quickly
evolved into a broader insti-
tutional response, reflecting
the sensitivity surrounding
the judiciary’s public percep-

cation: how should complex
and sensitive issues be pre-
sented to young students?
Critics argue that introduc-
ing topics like judicial cor-
ruption at an early stage
could confuse learners or cre-
ate mistrust toward institu-
tions that are fundamental to
democracy. They believe that
school curricula should pri-
oritize clarity and founda-
tional understanding over

controversial discussions.

ing challenges within institu-
tions can encourage critical
thinking and awareness
among students, helping them
better understand how sys-
tems function in real life.

The chapter reportedly also
touches upon broader issues
such as case backlogs, short-
age of judges, and systemic in-
efficiencies, placing the discus-
sion within a wider context
rather than focusing solely on
corruption.

shaping informed citizens. The
response from both the judici-
ary and educational authori-
ties will play a crucial role in
determining how such sensi-
tive topics are handled in fu-
ture textbooks.

The outcome could ultimate-
ly set an important precedent
for balancing institutional re-
spect with the need to present
a comprehensive and honest
view of governance in India’s
education system.

BJP Alleges TMC Links to Accused in West Bengal

A fresh political controversy
has erupted in West Bengal af-
ter the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) alleged links between
leaders of the ruling Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) and a
suspect in the murder of areal
estate businessman. The inci-
dent has intensified the al-
ready heated political climate
in the state, with both parties
trading sharp accusations.

The BJP claimed that the
prime accused in the realtor’s
killing had close connections
with certain TMC leaders. Ac-
cording to the party, these al-

Realtor Murder Case

justice.

Meanwhile, the murder of
the realtor has sparked con-
cern among residents and the
business community. Many
have called for increased secu-
rity and stricter measures to
curb crime, especially in sec-
tors like real estate where dis-
putes can sometimes turn
violent.

The case has also reignited
the larger debate over political
violence in West Bengal, an is-
sue that has frequently been
raised by opposition parties.
The BJP has repeatedly ac-

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has stressed the
urgent need for a fair reve-
nue-sharing system for con-
tent creators, calling it a key
requirement in today’s rap-
idly evolving digital ecosys-
tem. Speaking at the Digital
News Publishers Associa-
tion (DNPA) Conclave, the
minister highlighted the im-
balance between digital plat-
forms and those who gener-
ate original content.

Vaishnaw pointed out that
content creators—including
journalists, media organisa-
tions, and independent crea-
tors—play a crucial role in
producing valuable informa-
tion and engaging material.
However, the financial re-
wards from this content are
often disproportionately
captured by large digital
platforms. He emphasized
that this imbalance must be
addressed through policy
measures and industry
cooperation.

According to the minister,
social media and digital plat-
forms should ensure that
creators receive a fair share
of the revenue generated
from their work. He under-

lined that content is not a
free commodity and that
those who invest time, effort,
and expertise into creating
it deserve appropriate
compensation.

The issue becomes even
more significant in the age
of artificial intelligence and
algorithm-driven platforms.
Vaishnaw noted that emerg-
ing technologies are increas-
ingly relying on vast
amounts of content, often
sourced from publishers and
creators, to function effec-
tively. In such a scenario, en-
suring fair remuneration
becomes not just an econom-
ic issue but also a matter of
ethical responsibility.

The minister also touched
upon the importance of safe-
guarding users in the digital
space. He called for stronger
measures to tackle cyber
fraud and misuse of technol-
ogy, urging platforms to take
proactive responsibility. Ad-
ditionally, he emphasized
that user consent must be a
priority, especially when
dealing with synthetic or AI-
generated content.

The remarks reflect the
government’s broader push

toward creating a more bal-
anced and transparent digi-
tal economy. With the rapid
growth of online platforms
and content consumption,
policymakers are increas-
ingly focusing on ensuring
that the benefits of this
growth are shared
equitably.

The discussion at the con-
clave aligns with global con-
versations around digital
regulation, particularly re-
garding how tech giants
compensate content provid-
ers. Many countries are ex-
ploring similar frameworks
to ensure that publishers
and creators are not side-
lined in the digital value
chain.

Vaishnaw’s statement sig-
nals a clear intent to move
toward policies that protect
the interests of creators
while fostering innovation
in the digital space. As de-
bates around content owner-
ship, monetisation, and plat-
form accountability
continue to evolve, the call
for fair revenue sharing is
likely to remain a central is-
sue in shaping the future of
the digital economy.

Actress Ranya Rao Named in

influential figures. The party
has demanded a thorough and
impartial investigation into
the case, insisting that all po-
litical connections, if any,
must be uncovered.

In response, the Trinamool
Congress strongly denied the
allegations, dismissing them
as baseless and politically mo-
tivated. TMC leaders accused
the BJP of attempting to ma-
lign the state government’s im-
age and divert attention from

leged links raise serious con-
cerns about law and order and
suggest possible political pro-
tection for criminal elements.
BJP representatives argued
that the case is not just a crimi-
nal matter but reflects a broad-
er pattern of political patron-
age and violence in the state.
A BJP leader stated that the
accused had been operating
freely despite previous allega-
tions, hinting that this may
have been due to backing from

other issues. They maintained
that the law will take its course
and that anyone found guilty
will be punished, regardless of
political affiliation.

The TMC also questioned
the timing of the accusations,
suggesting that the BJP was
using the incident to gain po-
litical mileage. Party spokes-
persons emphasized that West
Bengal’s law enforcement
agencies are capable of han-
dling the case and ensuring

cused the TMC of fostering an
environment where such inci-
dents can occur, while the rul-
ing party has consistently re-
jected these claims.

As investigations continue,
all eyes are on the authorities
to determine the facts and
bring those responsible to jus-
tice. The outcome of the probe
could have significant political
implications, particularly as
tensions between the BJP and
TMC show no signs of easing.

X102 Crore Gold Smuggling Case,
Chargesheet Filed

ED Attaches Anil Ambani’s Mumbai

Supreme Court Questions Fear

Residence in 73,716 Crore Probe
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Mumbai:

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has attached a resi-
dential property linked to
industrialist Anil Ambaniin
Mumbai as part of an ongo-
ing investigation into an al-
leged 23,716 crore financial
irregularity case.

The property, located in
one of Mumbai’s prime resi-
dential areas, has been pro-
visionally attached under
provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). Officials said the
action is part of a broader
probe into suspected diver-
sion of funds and financial
misconduct involving com-
panies associated with the
Reliance Group led by Am-
bani. According to agency
sources, the investigation
pertains to loans allegedly
obtained from banks and fi-
nancial institutions, which
are under scrutiny for possi-
ble irregularities in usage
and repayment. The ED
claims that a portion of
these funds may have been
diverted, leading to signifi-
cant losses.

The attachment of the

property means that it can-
not be sold, transferred, or
otherwise dealt with until
further orders. Authorities
indicated that additional as-
sets may also be examined
as the probe progresses.

There has been no imme-
diate detailed response from
Ambani or his representa-
tives regarding the attach-
ment. However, sources
close to the business group
have previously maintained
that they are cooperating
with investigating agencies
and that all transactions
were carried out in accord-
ance with applicable laws.

The case marks another
major development in the
series of financial investi-
gations involving high-pro-
file corporate figures in In-
dia, as enforcement agencies
continue to tighten scrutiny
over large-scale loan de-
faults and alleged economic
offences.

Further proceedings in
the matter are expected in
the coming weeks as investi-
gators continue to examine
financial records and related
transactions.

Around “Gagging” in Fake Cases
Debate

The Supreme Court of India
made a strong observation
while hearing matters related
to alleged fake cases, question-
ing why there should be any
fear of “gagging” if the inten-
tion is to prevent misuse of the
legal system.

During the proceedings, the
bench highlighted concerns
over the growing trend of false
or frivolous cases being filed,
which not only burden courts
but also cause harassment to
individuals. The judges indi-
cated that measures aimed at
curbing such misuse should
not be seen as an attempt to si-
lence genuine voices.

The court remarked that the
real issue lies in distinguishing
between legitimate grievances
and malicious litigation. It
stressed that while access to
justice must remain open and
protected, safeguards are
equally necessary to ensure
that the system is not exploited
for ulterior motives.

Addressing apprehensions
raised during the hearing, the
bench questioned why actions
against fake cases are being
perceived as restrictions on
freedom. It noted that prevent-
ing abuse of the legal process is
essential for maintaining the
credibility and efficiency of the
judiciary.

The judges further observed
that unchecked filing of false
cases leads to unnecessary de-

lays in delivering justice. This
not only affects those directly
involved but also impacts the
broader judicial system by di-
verting time and resources
away from genuine matters.

At the same time, the court
acknowledged the importance
of protecting individuals who
approach the judiciary with le-
gitimate concerns. It empha-
sized that any steps taken must
strike a balance—deterring
misuse without discouraging
rightful claims.

The discussion reflects the
judiciary’s ongoing effort to ad-
dress systemic challenges, in-
cluding case backlog and mis-
use of legal provisions. By
raising these concerns, the Su-
preme Court signaled its intent
to ensure that justice is both
accessible and responsibly
sought.

The matter remains under
consideration, with the court
expected to further examine
how best to prevent abuse
while upholding fundamental
rights.

Kannada actress Ranya
Rao has been named in a ma-
jor gold smuggling case,
with authorities filing a de-
tailed chargesheet that out-
lines her alleged involve-
ment in a high-value illegal
network. The case, estimat-
ed to be worth around 102
crore, has drawn significant
attention due to the scale of
operations and the actress’s
connection to the alleged
racket.

According to officials, the
chargesheet has been filed
after months of investiga-
tion into an organised syn-
dicate accused of smug-
gling gold into India from
abroad. The probe revealed
that the network used vari-
ous methods to evade cus-
toms duties and transport
gold illegally across bor-
ders. Investigators believe
the operation was well-coor-
dinated and involved multi-
ple individuals working in
tandem.

Ranya Rao has been ac-
cused of playing a role in
facilitating certain aspects

of the smuggling activities.
While authorities have not
disclosed every detail pub-
licly, the chargesheet report-
edly includes evidence gath-
ered from financial
transactions, communica-
tion records, and other ma-
terial collected during the
investigation. These find-
ings are said to link her to
the broader network.

The case first came to
light earlier when enforce-
ment agencies began track-
ing suspicious movements
and transactions connected
to gold imports. As the in-
vestigation progressed, it
uncovered a larger conspir-
acy involving several peo-
ple, including individuals
with alleged international
connections.

Officials have emphasized
that the chargesheet marks
a significant step forward in
the case, as it formally lays
out the allegations and evi-
dence before the court. Le-
gal proceedings are expect-
ed to continue, with the
court set to examine the

charges and determine the
next course of action.

The case has also gener-
ated public interest due to
its high-profile nature and
the involvement of a film
personality. Authorities
have reiterated their com-
mitment to cracking down
on smuggling networks, stat-
ing that such illegal activi-
ties not only violate the law
but also impact the coun-
try’s economy.

Meanwhile, the actress is
likely to contest the allega-
tions in court, as the legal
process unfolds. The out-
come of the case will depend
on how the evidence pre-
sented in the chargesheet
holds up during trial.

As investigations contin-
ue, officials are also working
to identify other individuals
who may be connected to the
smuggling ring. The case
underscores ongoing efforts
by enforcement agencies to
tackle organised economic
crimes and strengthen bor-
der controls against illegal
imports.
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Modi’s ‘Carplomacy’ Continues with Netanyahu
Ride inIsrael

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi added another memorable
moment to his signature style of
diplomacy—often dubbed “car-
plomacy”—during his visit to
Israel, as he shared a car ride
with Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

The moment followed Modi’s
address at the Knesset, where he
outlined the growing partner-
ship between India and Israel.
After the speech, the two leaders
travelled together in the same ve-
hicle to attend a technology and
innovation exhibition. The re-

laxed setting, captured in widely
shared visuals, reflected a warm
rapport between the leaders and
highlighted a more personal side
of diplomacy.

Modi described the ride as an
extension of their ongoing dis-
cussions on innovation and fu-
ture collaboration. The informal
interaction quickly gained atten-
tion as yet another example of
his distinctive diplomatic ap-
proach—building strong ties
through personal gestures
alongside formal meetings.

This concept of “carplomacy”

has become closely associated
with Modi’s global engage-
ments. Over the years, he has
shared similar rides with sev-
eral world leaders, using these
moments to foster a sense of
trust and camaraderie. One of
the earliest instances was dur-
ing his meeting with former US
President Barack Obama, where
the two leaders were seen travel-
ling together in the presidential
limousine.

Since then, such interactions
have continued with other prom-
inent figures, including Russian

President Vladimir Putin, UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
and French President Emma-
nuel Macron. These moments
often step outside rigid diplo-
matic protocol, creating a more
approachable and human con-
nection between leaders.

The recent ride with Netan-
yahu underscores the strength-
ening relationship between In-
dia and Israel. Over the years,
both nations have expanded co-
operation across multiple sec-
tors, including defence, agricul-
ture, technology, and innovation.
Modi’s visit is seen as another
step toward deepening these
strategic ties.

Beyond formal agreements
and policy discussions, such
symbolic gestures play an im-
portant role in international re-
lations. A simple act like shar-
ing a car ride can convey mutual
respect, comfort, and a willing-
ness to engage on a personal
level—factors that often contrib-
ute to stronger diplomatic
partnerships.

In this case, the image of Modi
and Netanyahu travelling to-
gether serves as a visual repre-
sentation of the growing close-
ness between the two countries.
It highlights not only official col-
laboration but also the personal
chemistry between the leaders.

As “carplomacy” continues to
define Modi’s diplomatic style,
these moments illustrate how
global relationships are shaped
not just in meeting rooms, but
also through informal, human
interactions that leave a lasting
impact.

India Rebukes Pakistan at UN, High
Development Progress

India delivered a strong re-
sponse to Pakistan at the United
Nations Human Rights Council,
rejecting its claims about the
situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir and emphasizing the re-
gion’s rapid development.

Addressing the council, In-
dia’s representative sharply crit-
icised Pakistan for what it de-
scribed as repeated attempts to
spread misinformation on in-
ternational platforms. In a
pointed remark, she said Paki-
stan appeared to be living in a
“La La Land” if it could not ac-
knowledge the visible progress
being made in Jammu and
Kashmir.

A major highlight of India’s
statement was the comparison
between Jammu and Kashmir’s
development budget and Paki-
stan’s economic condition. In-
dia noted that the Union Terri-
tory’s development allocation
is significantly higher than the
financial assistance Pakistan
recently sought from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. The
comparison was presented to
underline the contrast between
India’s focus on growth and Pa-
kistan’s ongoing financial
struggles.

India also rejected comments
made by the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation, accusing the

group of acting as an echo cham-
ber for Pakistan’s narrative. Ac-
cording to India, such state-
ments lack credibility and are
politically motivated rather than
based on facts.

Highlighting tangible pro-
gress in the region, India pointed
to major infrastructure develop-
ments, including the Chenab
Rail Bridge. Described as one of
the tallest railway bridges in the
world, the project was cited as a
symbol of the transformation
taking place in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Reaffirming its position, India

reiterated that Jammu and Kash-
mir “was, is, and will always re-
main” an integral part of the
country. It stressed that the re-
gion’s accession in 1947 was legal
and final, aligning with estab-
lished international principles.

On the democratic front, India
highlighted strong voter turnout
in recent elections in the region.
It said this reflects people’s grow-
ing participation in governance
and their rejection of violence,
choosing instead a path of stabil-
ity and development.

India also accused Pakistan of
continuing to support cross-bor-

lights J&K’s

der terrorism, stating that such
actions remain a major obstacle
to peace in the region. It urged
Pakistan to focus on addressing
its internal challenges instead of
making allegations against In-
dia on global platforms.

The exchange marks yet an-
other instance of diplomatic ten-
sion between the two countries
at international forums. It also
underscores how Jammu and
Kashmir continues to be a focal
point in India-Pakistan rela-
tions, with both nations present-
ing sharply contrasting narra-
tives to the global community.

JD Vance Warns Iran Ahead of Nuclear Talks, Signals Tough

U.S. Vice President JD Vance
issued a strong warning to Iran
ahead of crucial nuclear nego-
tiations, making it clear that
Washington will not allow Teh-
ran to develop nuclear weapons
under any circumstances.

Speaking just before a new
round of talks in Geneva, Vance
urged Iran to take American
warnings seriously, emphasiz-
ing that the United States is pre-
pared to act if diplomacy fails.
He described Iran as one of the
most dangerous regimes and
stressed that allowing it to pos-
sess nuclear weapons would
pose a major global threat.

The remarks come amid
heightened tensions in the Mid-
dle East, with the U.S. increas-
ing its military presence in the
region. President Donald
Trump has also sharpened his
rhetoric, alleging that Iran is ad-
vancing missile capabilities and
pursuing nuclear ambitions
that could threaten global
security.

Despite the strong language,
Vance reiterated that diplomacy
remains the preferred path. He
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expressed hope that ongoing ne-
gotiations between U.S. and Ira-
nian officials would lead to a
peaceful resolution. However, he
made it clear that military op-
tions remain on the table if Iran
does not comply with interna-
tional expectations.

The upcoming talks in Geneva
are part of continued efforts to
resolve long-standing disputes

US Stance

over Iran’s nuclear programme.
U.S. officials believe Tehran may
be attempting to rebuild its nu-
clear capabilities, especially af-
ter previous setbacks to its fa-
cilities. Iran, however, has
consistently denied seeking nu-
clear weapons, maintaining that
its nuclear activities are intend-
ed for peaceful purposes.

The situation reflects a deli-

cate balance between diplomacy
and the risk of escalation. While
the United States continues to
push for strict limits on Iran’s
nuclear programme, Iran has
pushed back against what it
calls exaggerated accusations
and political pressure.

Vance emphasized that the
U.S. administration has multiple
options to ensure Iran does not
become a nuclear-armed state.
He noted that while negotiations
remain the priority, the leader-
ship is prepared to take stronger
action if required.

The renewed tensions and
firm statements highlight the
high stakes involved in the Ge-
neva talks. With both sides hold-
ing strong and often opposing
positions, the outcome of these
discussions could significantly
impact regional stability and
global security.

As negotiations begin, global
attention is focused on whether
diplomacy will prevail or ten-
sions will escalate further, shap-
ing the future of U.S.-Iran rela-
tions and the broader
geopolitical landscape.
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Photo of Stephen Hawking in Epstein

A recently surfaced
photograph of Stephen
Hawking from newly re-
leased documents linked
to Jeffrey Epstein has
triggered widespread dis-
cussion online, with
many questioning the
context behind the
image.

The photograph, be-
lieved to have been taken
in 2006, shows the re-
nowned physicist seated
on a sun lounger with a
drink in hand, flanked
by two women in biki-
nis. The image quickly
went viral after appear-
ing in the latest batch of
documents related to in-
vestigations into Ep-
stein’s network and
associations.

However, clarification
from Hawking’s repre-
sentatives has pushed
back against speculation.
According to statements
shared by those close to
the late scientist, the two
women seen in the pic-
ture were not partygoers
or associates of Epstein,
but his long-term profes-
sional caregivers. Due to
Hawking’s medical condi-
tion, he required continu-
ous assistance, and the

Files Sparks Debate Over Context

<

women were part of the
team responsible for his
daily care.

The image was report-
edly taken during a scien-
tific conference held in
the Caribbean, where
Hawking had been invit-
ed to speak. The event
brought together leading
scientists to discuss ad-
vanced topics in physics,
including cosmology and
quantum theory. Epstein
is known to have funded
or supported such gather-
ings, which often attract-
ed prominent academics
and researchers.

Despite the renewed at-
tention, there is no evi-
dence suggesting any
wrongdoing by Hawking.
His name appears multi-
ple times in the broader
set of documents, but ex-
perts and reports empha-
size that being mentioned
in such files does not im-
ply involvement in crimi-
nal activity. In fact, sev-
eral claims circulating
online have been de-
scribed as unverified or
misleading.

Hawking’s family has
strongly criticized at-
tempts to link him to Ep-
stein’s crimes based sole-

ly on the photograph.
They have described such
interpretations as inac-
curate and unfair, stress-
ing that the image has
been taken out of context.
The family also reiterat-
ed Hawking’s legacy as
one of the most influen-
tial scientists of modern
times, known for his
groundbreaking work in
theoretical physics.

The release of these
documents has once
again highlighted the
wide network of individ-
uals who had, at various
points, crossed paths
with Epstein. However,
experts caution against
drawing conclusions
without concrete evi-
dence, noting that many
individuals listed in the
files were associated with
legitimate events or pro-
fessional engagements.

As public scrutiny con-
tinues, the episode under-
scores the importance of
context when interpret-
ing archival material.
While the photograph
may appear sensational
at first glance, a closer
look reveals a far more
routine and benign expla-
nation behind it.

China Steps In As US Charges Three
Scientists Ove'r Smuggling Case

A diplomatic interven-
tion by China helped sup-
port three of its scientists
who were charged in the
United States over allega-
tions of smuggling bio-
logical materials, high-
lighting growing tensions
between the two nations
in the field of scientific
research.

The case involved three
Chinese researchers ac-
cused by U.S. authorities
of illegally transporting
biological samples, in-
cluding materials linked
to worms, into the coun-
try without proper decla-
rations or permits. Offi-
cials raised concerns that
such materials could pose
risks to agriculture and
biosecurity if not han-
dled under strict regula-
tory frameworks.

According to reports,
U.S. investigators treated
the incident seriously,
viewing it through the
lens of national security
and scientific compli-
ance. The allegations fo-
cused on violations of
import rules and failure
to follow established pro-
cedures for transporting
sensitive biological
substances.

In response, the Chi-
nese government moved

U

quickly to assist its na-
tionals. Diplomatic
channels were activated
to ensure the scientists
received consular access
and legal support. Bei-
jing also engaged with
U.S. authorities to close-
ly monitor the case and
advocate for fair
treatment.

China maintained that
the matter should be han-
dled appropriately and
emphasized the impor-
tance of protecting the
legitimate rights of its
citizens abroad. The in-
tervention reportedly
helped shift the tone of
the case, with the scien-
tists being treated more
as individuals who may
have violated procedural
rules rather than as in-
tentional wrongdoers.

The developments
come at a time when sci-
entific exchanges be-
tween China and the
United States are in-
creasingly under scruti-
ny. Issues related to bios-
ecurity, intellectual
property, and cross-bor-
der research have be-
come sensitive areas, of-
ten intersecting with
broader geopolitical
tensions.

Experts note that inci-

dents involving unde-
clared biological materi-
als are not uncommon in
global research collabora-
tions. However, stricter
enforcement and height-
ened suspicion have led
to more serious conse-
quences in recent years,
especially in cases involv-
ing foreign researchers.

While the allegations
initially raised concerns
about potential risks,
there has been no clear
indication that the mate-
rials were intended for
harmful use. Instead, the
case appears to revolve
around compliance fail-
ures and regulatory
lapses.

The episode under-
scores the delicate balance
between maintaining sci-
entific collaboration and
ensuring national securi-
ty. It also highlights how
quickly such cases can es-
calate into diplomatic
matters when foreign na-
tionals are involved.

As investigations con-
tinue, the case is likely to
remain a point of discus-
sion in the broader con-
text of U.S.-China rela-
tions, particularly in
areas where science, se-
curity, and international
cooperation intersect.
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Indian Markets Rally on
February 26; Sensex, Nifty Hit
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Indian equity markets
witnessed a positive
trading session on Feb-
ruary 26, with bench-
mark indices advancing
as investors responded
to upbeat cues. Both the
BSE Sensex and the NSE
Nifty 50 ended higher,
supported by strong buy-
ing momentum across
key sectors.

The Sensex climbed
steadily during the ses-
sion, while the Nifty
maintained its position
above the 22,000 level, re-
flecting broad confi-
dence among market
participants. Gains were
seen in major heavy-
weight stocks, which
helped offset pressure in
some laggard scrips.

Investor sentiment
was also bolstered by
positive developments in
the debt markets, as gov-
ernment and state bond
auctions saw good de-
mand, easing concerns
over heavy supply. This
helped reduce volatility
and provided comfort to
equity traders.

Sector wise, finan-
cials, banking, and tech-
nology stocks led the
rally, with select large
cap names drawing
fresh inflows. Banking
stocks, in particular, at-
tracted attention as
traders remained opti-
mistic about credit
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growth and asset quality
trends. Meanwhile, IT
shares gained from glob-
al cues as tech stocks
showed strength
overseas.

The broader market
also advanced, with indi-
ces representing mid
and small caps partici-
pating in the upmove.
Market breadth re-
mained positive, indicat-
ing that more stocks ad-
vanced than declined on
the exchanges.

Trading activity in the
derivatives segment also
showed high interest,
with the Nifty’s key sup-
port and resistance lev-
els attracting significant
option contracts. This
suggests that traders
were positioning ahead
of expected near term
volatility.

Among individual
stocks, several newly
listed and near IPO com-
panies saw robust ac-
tion, with retail and in-
stitutional flows
supporting their price
performance. Some cor-
porate actions, includ-
ing stock splits and up-
coming earnings
announcements, also in-
fluenced stock specific
moves.

In global markets, ma-
jor indices closed higher
overnight, providing an
encouraging backdrop

for Indian equities.
Crude oil prices main-
tained a downward bias,
easing inflation con-
cerns and supporting
rallies in rate sensitive
sectors.

Meanwhile, foreign in-
stitutional investors
(FIIs) remained active,
with mixed flows report-
ed in equity and debt
segments. Domestic in-
stitutional investors
(DIIs), including mutual
funds and insurance
companies, were net
buyers, helping sustain
the uptrend.

Overall, the market’s
strong performance on
February 26 reflected a
combination of domes-
tic and global positives,
active participation
from multiple investor
groups, and favourable
technical conditions.
Analysts noted that if
the broader trend per-
sists, the market could
be poised for further
gains in the near term,
with key support zones
being closely watched by
traders.

As the trading week
progresses, participants
will closely track macro-
economic data, corpo-
rate earnings, and devel-
opments in global
markets to gauge the
sustainability of the
current rally.

Angel One Shares Appear to Crash
90% — Here’s the Real Reason Behind

the Sharp Fall

Shares of Angel One
caused panic among in-
vestors on February 26
after appearing to
plunge nearly 90% in a
single trading session.
However, the dramatic
fall was not due to any
financial trouble or
market crash, but a tech-
nical adjustment follow-
ing a stock split.

The brokerage firm’s
stock opened at around
7251, compared to its
previous closing price
of nearly 32,490. At first
glance, this steep drop
triggered concern
among retail investors,
with many fearing a ma-
jor loss in value. But in
reality, there was no de-
struction of wealth.

The sharp decline oc-
curred because Angel
One implemented a 1:10
stock split. Under this
corporate action, each
existing share with a
face value of 310 was di-
vided into ten shares
with a face value of %1
each. As a result, while
the number of shares
held by investors in-

A AngelOne

creased tenfold, the
price per share reduced
proportionally.

A stock split does not
change the overall value
of an investor’s hold-
ings. For example, if
someone owned shares
worth 225,000 before the
split, the total value re-
mains almost the same
after the split—only the
number of shares in-
creases and the price
per share decreases
accordingly.

The stock began trad-
ing on an “ex-split” ba-
sis on the record date,
meaning the price was
automatically adjusted
to reflect the new share
structure. This adjust-
ment often appears as a
sharp fall on trading
platforms, but it is pure-
ly mathematical and not
linked to company
performance.

Angel One had an-
nounced this move ear-
lier in January while
declaring its quarterly
results. The primary
objective of the stock
split is to make shares

more affordable for re-
tail investors and im-
prove liquidity in the
market. Lower-priced
shares tend to attract
more participation,
which can increase trad-
ing volumes.

Despite the initial
confusion, market ex-
perts have advised in-
vestors not to panic. The
company’s fundamen-
tals, earnings outlook,
and overall market val-
ue remain unchanged
by this action. The ap-
parent 90% drop is sim-
ply a reflection of the
revised share price after
the split.

Such events highlight
the importance of un-
derstanding corporate
actions in the stock mar-
ket. While price move-
ments may look alarm-
ing, they do not always
indicate real losses. In
this case, Angel One’s
“crash” was nothing
more than a technical
adjustment designed to
make the stock more ac-
cessible to a wider base
of investors.
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Indian Bonds Edge Higher as Strong State Debt Auction
Lifts Market Mood

Indian government
bonds recorded a modest
rise, with yields easing
slightly after a strong re-
sponse to a major state
debt auction boosted over-
all market sentiment. The
movement reflects cau-
tious optimism among in-
vestors, who have been
closely monitoring bor-
rowing trends and liquid-
ity conditions.

The benchmark 10-year
government bond yield
slipped by about 1 basis
point, trading near 6.70
percent. This marginal
decline in yields indicates
a corresponding increase
in bond prices, suggesting
that demand improved fol-
lowing the auction. Mar-
ket participants had been
awaiting the outcome of
the large-scale borrowing
by state governments,
which played a crucial
role in shaping trading
activity.

A key factor behind the
positive sentiment was
the robust demand seen in
the state debt auction. In-
dian states raised a sub-
stantial amount of funds
through bond sales, and
the cut-off yields were
lower than many market
participants had antici-
pated. This stronger-than-
expected appetite reas-
sured investors that the
market could comfortably
absorb the heavy supply
of bonds without causing
sharp disruptions.

In recent weeks, con-
cerns had been building
over the large volume of
bond issuances by both
central and state govern-
ments. Heavy supply typi-
cally puts upward pres-
sure on yields, as
investors demand higher
returns to absorb in-
creased borrowing. How-
ever, the latest auction
outcome eased some of
these worries, signaling
that demand remains
resilient.

Liquidity conditions
have also played an im-
portant role in supporting
the bond market. The Re-

serve Bank of India has
maintained a relatively
accommodative stance,
ensuring that sufficient
liquidity is available in
the banking system. This
has encouraged institu-
tional investors such as
banks, insurance compa-
nies, and pension funds to
continue buying govern-
ment securities.

Global cues have fur-
ther contributed to the
stability of Indian bonds.
Softer U.S. Treasury
yields and easing infla-
tion expectations have re-
duced pressure on emerg-
ing market debt, including

India’s. These external
factors have helped create
a more favorable environ-
ment for bond investors.

Despite the recent up-
tick, traders remain cau-
tious. The market is still
dealing with a heavy
borrowing calendar,
with state governments
planning large issuances
toward the end of the fi-
nancial year. In one in-
stance, states aimed to
raise around 44,500
crore in a single week,
marking one of the big-
gest borrowing exercises
of the year.

Looking ahead, the di-

rection of bond yields will
largely depend on how
smoothly upcoming debt
auctions are absorbed and
whether liquidity condi-
tions remain supportive.
Any signs of strain in de-
mand could push yields
higher again, while con-
tinued strong participa-
tion may help keep them
stable or even lower.

Overall, the slight eas-
ing in yields reflects a bal-
ancing act between supply
pressures and steady de-
mand, with investors
carefully navigating both
domestic and global
influences.

IDFC First Bank Shares Rally to Four Day High as Market Signals
Recovery Hope

As India’s investment
ecosystem becomes more
sophisticated, fund man-
agers are increasingly
highlighting that Special-
ised Investment Funds
(SIFs) and Category IIT Al-
ternative Investment
Funds (AIFs) are not com-
peting products but com-
plementary tools designed
for different investor
needs.

SIFs, introduced recent-
ly by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), aim to bridge the
gap between traditional
mutual funds and high-
end investment products.
They are designed for rela-
tively affluent investors
who seek more advanced
strategies than conven-
tional mutual funds but
may not meet the steep en-
try requirements of AIFs.
Typically, SIFs require a
minimum investment of
around 10 lakh and allow
fund managers to deploy
strategies such as long-
short investing and deriv-
atives usage, offering
greater flexibility com-
pared to standard mutual
funds.

On the other hand, Cat-
egory III AIFs cater pri-
marily to high-net-worth
individuals and institu-
tional investors. These
funds employ complex
and often aggressive strat-
egies aimed at generating
absolute returns, includ-
ing leveraging, short-sell-
ing, and dynamic portfolio
allocation. They can in-
vest across asset classes
such as equities, debt in-
struments, and structured

products, making them
more versatile but also in-
herently riskier.

Fund managers empha-
size that the choice be-
tween SIFs and Category
IIT AIFs should not be
viewed as an either-or de-
cision. Instead, both serve
distinct purposes within a
diversified portfolio. SIF's
are positioned as a more
accessible entry point
into advanced investment
strategies, offering a bal-
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ance between risk and
regulatory oversight. In
contrast, Category III
AlIFs provide seasoned
investors with opportu-
nities to pursue higher
returns through sophis-
ticated and often less
constrained approaches.
The growing popularity
of Category III AIF's re-
flects increasing investor
appetite for strategies that
can hedge against market
volatility. Data indicates

strong inflows into these
funds, driven by investors
seeking diversification be-
yond traditional equity
and debt products.

Meanwhile, SIFs are
gaining traction as a de-
mocratizing force in the
investment landscape, en-
abling a broader segment
of investors to access
strategies previously re-
served for ultra-wealthy
individuals. Industry ex-
perts believe this new cat-
egory could reshape how
investors allocate capital,
particularly in volatile or
uncertain market
conditions.

Ultimately, both SIFs
and Category III AIFs
are expected to coexist
and grow, each fulfill-
ing a unique role.
While SIFs offer acces-
sibility and structured
flexibility, AIFs deliver
depth and sophistica-
tion. Together, they ex-
pand the spectrum of
investment options
available, helping inves-
tors better align their
portfolios with their fi-
nancial goals and risk
tolerance.

Reva Diamond Jewellery IPO Fully Subscribed on Final
Day, Strong Demand from NIl and Retail Investors

REVA

The initial public offer-
ing (IPO) of Reva Dia-
mond Jewellery was fully
subscribed on the final
day of bidding, driven by
strong interest from both
non institutional inves-
tors (NIIs) and retail par-
ticipants. The upbeat re-
sponse highlights healthy
demand for new listings in
the jewellery and luxury
goods segment.

The public issue drew
significant participation
across categories, indicat-
ing confidence among in-
vestors in the company’s
business model and
growth prospects. Retail
investors showed particu-
lar enthusiasm, contribut-
ing to a substantial por-
tion of the overall
subscription. At the same
time, non institutional
bidders also played a key
role in ensuring the offer
reached full subscription.

As of the close of bid-
ding, subscription levels
had comfortably sur-
passed issue size require-
ments, reflecting strong
appetite in the market.
This outcome comes amid

DIAM

a broader trend of re-
newed interest in IPOs, as
investors seek opportuni-
ties for long term wealth
creation and portfolio
diversification.

Grey market activity
suggests that demand for
Reva Diamond Jewellery
shares remains robust.
The share price in unoffi-
cial trading continued to
show a positive premium,
indicating expectations of
strong listing gains once
the shares begin trading
on the stock exchange.
Such grey market move-
ments are often seen as an
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early signal of investor
sentiment before an IPO
debut.

Analysts noted that the
company’s focus on brand-
ed diamond jewellery, ex-
panding retail footprint,
and consistent perfor-
mance could have contrib-
uted to investor confi-
dence. The branded
jewellery segment in India
has been growing steadily,
supported by rising con-
sumer demand and in-
creasing acceptance of or-
ganised players in a
traditionally unorganised
market.

The successful subscrip-
tion also underscores the
continued participation
of retail investors in eq-
uity markets. Despite vol-
atility and changing mar-
ket conditions, individual
investors have been par-
ticipating actively in
IPOs, driven by the poten-
tial for listing gains and
long term investment
opportunities.

The participation of
non institutional inves-
tors—such as high net
worth individuals and
corporate bodies—added
depth to the bidding, fur-

ther reinforcing the
strength of the issue.
Broad participation
across categories is typi-
cally viewed as a positive
sign for the aftermarket
performance of newly
listed stocks.

With the IPO fully sub-
scribed, the company and
its lead managers will
now move toward the al-
lotment process and final-
ise listing plans. Market
watchers will be looking
closely at how shares per-
form on debut, with
strong subscription often
translating into positive
listing premiums.

Overall, the successful
closure of the Reva Dia-
mond Jewellery IPO re-
flects resilient investor
interest in well positioned
growth stories and fa-
vourable market senti-
ment toward new public
offerings. It also high-
lights the ongoing appeal
of India’s IPO market as
a platform for companies
to raise capital and for
investors to engage with
emerging growth
opportunities.
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From American Dream to
Indian Reality: NRI Shares 6
Reasons They’re Grateful to Be
Back Home

An NRI who returned to India after
spending nearly a decade in the Unit-
ed States has sparked an online con-
versation by sharing six reasons why
the move back home turned out to be
deeply fulfilling. The individual re-
vealed that despite initial adjustment
challenges, relocating to India in 2024
was one of the best decisions they had
made.

In a social media post, the returnee
reflected on trading the so-called
“American dream” for a life rooted in
familiarity, family, and comfort. While
life in the US offered professional
growth, the emotional and practical
advantages of living in India ultimate-
ly outweighed those benefits.

One of the biggest reliefs, the NRI
noted, was escaping the stress associ-
ated with the H-1B visa system. The
uncertainty of visa renewals and the
pressure of finding a job within lim-
ited timeframes had been a constant
source of anxiety. Returning to India
removed that burden entirely.

Another major advantage was ac-
cess to affordable and fresh food. The
individual appreciated the availabili-
ty of homemade vegetarian meals and
reasonably priced groceries, some-
thing they found difficult to maintain
in the US.

Equally significant was the ease of
hiring domestic help. Services such as
cooks and housemaids are far more

accessible and affordable in India,
contributing to a better work-life
balance.

The NRI also highlighted the quali-
ty of urban living, particularly in cit-
ies like Bengaluru and Hyderabad.
Well-maintained gated communities
with modern amenities provided a
comfortable and secure lifestyle com-
parable to global standards. Addition-
ally, the presence of green spaces like
Lalbagh Botanical Garden and Cub-
bon Park added to the appeal of city
life.

However, the most meaningful as-
pect of the move was the opportunity
to be close to family—especially age-
ing parents. Being physically present
and spending time with loved ones
brought a sense of emotional satisfac-
tion that life abroad could not offer.

The post quickly gained traction on-
line, with many users agreeing that
proximity to family and cultural fa-
miliarity often outweigh the financial
or professional advantages of living
overseas. Some even shared similar
experiences, reinforcing the idea that
returning home can be both a practi-
cal and emotional win.

Ultimately, the story highlights a
growing sentiment among some NRIs:
success is not just about career growth
abroad, but also about quality of life,
relationships, and peace of mind back
home.

Mumbai Police Turns Viral Bahy
Monkey Story Into Powerful 112
Awareness Campaign

Mumbai Police has taken a creative
approach to public awareness by using
the viral story of a baby monkey
named Punch to promote India’s emer-
gency helpline number, 112.

Punch, a young Japanese macaque,
recently captured global attention af-
ter heartwarming videos showed him
clinging to a soft toy for comfort. Aban-
doned by his mother at birth, the mon-
key’s emotional journey resonated
widely with social media users, turn-
ing him into an internet sensation.

Leveraging this popularity, Mumbai
Police shared a series of posts on Ins-
tagram that combined the monkey’s
story with an important public mes-
sage. The campaign cleverly used the
traditional “see no evil, hear no evil,
speak no evil” concept, featuring im-
ages of monkeys paired with messages
like “Bura Mat Dekho,” “Bura Mat
Suno,” and “Bura Mat Kaho.” The fi-
nal slide included Punch’s image along
with a strong message encouraging
people not to engage in wrongdoing
and to report crimes responsibly.

The campaign also introduced
catchy phrases and hashtags such as
“Just Punch in 112” and “Wise Monkey
Advise,” creatively linking the mon-
key’s name to the helpline number.
This wordplay made the message more
engaging and easier to remember, es-

pecially for younger audiences active
on social media.

The 112 helpline is a nationwide
emergency number that connects citi-
zens to police, fire, and ambulance ser-
vices. It can be accessed through calls,
SMS, email, panic buttons, and even a
dedicated mobile application, making
it a critical resource during
emergencies.

Delhi Police also joined the trend,
using Punch’s story in their own social
media outreach. Their message em-
phasized that help is always available
and encouraged people to dial 112
whenever needed.

The campaign received widespread
appreciation online, with many users
praising the police for using a viral
and emotional story to spread an im-
portant civic message. Social media
reactions suggested that such creative
strategies are more effective in captur-
ing public attention than traditional
awareness campaigns.

Overall, the initiative highlights
how law enforcement agencies are
adapting to digital trends to communi-
cate with the public. By blending emo-
tion, storytelling, and social relevance,
Mumbai Police successfully trans-
formed a viral moment into a mean-
ingful awareness drive, reminding citi-
zens that help is just a call away.

OFF BEAT

A tenant in Bengaluru
has gone viral after ac-
cusing their landlord of
quietly altering the rent
agreement without prior
notice, bringing attention
to transparency issues in
the city’s rental market.

The situation emerged
when the tenant, who had
been living in the same
apartment since 2022, re-
newed their lease in 2026.
Before signing the updat-
ed agreement, they re-
portedly confirmed with
the landlord whether any
terms had changed. The
landlord allegedly as-
sured them that every-
thing remained the same.
However, upon closely re-
viewing the document,
the tenant noticed a sig-
nificant modification
that had not been
communicated.

The key change in-
volved the notice period
required before vacating
the property. While the
earlier agreement speci-
fied a one-month notice,
the new version extended
it to two months. The ten-
ant described this as an
attempt to “trap” them, as
the change could limit
flexibility and create in-
convenience if they need-
ed to move out quickly.

The tenant later shared
their experience on social
media, explaining that
they only discovered the
alteration by carefully
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comparing the new agree-
ment with the previous
one. They urged others to
read rental documents
thoroughly instead of re-
lying solely on verbal as-
surances from landlords.

Despite maintaining a
good relationship with
the landlord—paying rent
on time and adhering to
rules—the tenant felt dis-
appointed by what they
viewed as a lack of trans-
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parency. After identify-
ing the discrepancy, they
decided to vacate the
property and informed
the landlord of their
concerns.

The story quickly
gained traction online,
with many users sharing
similar experiences. Sev-
eral people reported en-
countering unexpected
changes in agreements,
such as longer notice pe-
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“TriedTo Trap Me”: Tenant Exposes Hidden
Clause in Bengaluru Rent Agreement
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riods, increased security
deposits, or additional
clauses introduced with-
out proper explanation.

The incident highlights
broader challenges faced
by tenants in competitive
housing markets. In cities
with high demand, rent-
ers often feel they have
limited bargaining power
and must remain cau-
tious when signing
agreements.

Overall, the episode
serves as a reminder for
tenants to carefully re-
view lease documents,
compare them with pre-
vious versions, and clari-
fy every detail before
signing. It also under-
scores the importance of
honesty and clear com-
munication between
landlords and tenants to
prevent disputes and
build trust.

Giant Python Spotted Swimming Through Flooded Streets in Bali
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A shocking video from
Bali has gone viral, show-
ing a massive python glid-
ing through floodwaters
after days of heavy rain-
fall submerged large parts
of the island.

The unusual sight
emerged after nearly three
days of continuous rain
turned roads into streams
and residential areas into
waterlogged zones. As
floodwaters rose, locals

and tourists began spot-
ting large snakes moving
through the streets, with
some reportedly measur-
ing up to five metres in
length.

Videos captured from
balconies and nearby
buildings show the python
calmly swimming across
submerged roads and villa
courtyards, creating a mix
of fear and fascination
among viewers online.

The clips quickly spread
across social media, with
many users expressing
shock at seeing such a
large reptile navigating
urban floodwaters.

The presence of these
snakes is not entirely unu-
sual for the region. Bali is
home to several species of
large reptiles, including
the reticulated python,
which is native to Indone-
sia and known for its

strong swimming ability.
During extreme weather
events like floods, wildlife
is often displaced from
natural habitats and
forced into human-popu-
lated areas.

The flooding itself has
caused widespread disrup-
tion across the island.
Streets in several towns
became impassable, vehi-
cles were partially sub-
merged, and residential

properties experienced
water ingress. Authorities
issued warnings urging
people to avoid flooded ar-
eas and remain cautious,
as conditions can be un-
predictable during intense
rainfall.

Emergency teams were
deployed to assist affected
residents and secure vul-
nerable zones. In some
heavily impacted areas,
rescue operations were
carried out using boats to
move people to safer loca-
tions. Despite the alarm-
ing visuals, no snakebite
incidents have been re-
ported so far.

The viral video has once
again highlighted how ex-
treme weather can lead to
unexpected encounters be-
tween humans and wild-
life. Experts note that such
incidents tend to increase
during monsoon seasons,
when heavy rains disturb
ecosystems and push ani-
mals out of their usual
environments.

Overall, while the sight
of a giant python swim-
ming through city streets
may appear dramatic, it
also serves as a reminder
of nature’s adaptability—
and the growing impact of
extreme weather events
on both people and
wildlife.

Viral Challenge Backfires: China Boy Promises Skipping for

A seven-year-old boy in
China has gone viral after
making a bold promise
that quickly spiralled out
of control. What began as
a simple fitness challenge
turned into an overwhelm-
ing task when the internet
responded in massive
numbers.

The young boy, nick-
named Tangdou, agreed to
skip rope once for every
“like” his video received
online. The idea was intro-
duced by his father as a
fun way to encourage ex-
ercise and weight loss.
Confident and unaware of
the potential outcome, the
boy happily accepted the
challenge on camera.

However, the video soon
gained massive attention
on social media, far be-
yond what the family had
expected. Within just a
day, it crossed an astonish-
ing 1.8 million likes, leav-
ing both the boy and his
father shocked.

The challenge, which

Every L

initially seemed manage-
able, quickly became unre-
alistic. Skipping rope over
a million times was clear-
ly impossible for a child.
Realising this, Tangdou
admitted he could not
complete the task and hu-
morously asked his father
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to help him finish it.

The story resonated
widely with viewers, who
found the situation both
amusing and relatable.
The combination of inno-
cence, ambition, and an
unexpected twist contrib-
uted to the video’s viral
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success.

The idea reportedly
stemmed from the boy’s
school routine, where dai-
ly rope-skipping was as-
signed as part of physical
activity. His father decided
to build on this by creating
a structured plan to im-

prove his fitness. To make
it more engaging, he intro-
duced a reward system, of-
fering incentives for
weight loss and mild pen-
alties for weight gain.

Despite the humorous
outcome, the father later
clarified that the intention
was never to push his son
beyond his limits. Instead,
he planned to monitor the
activity carefully and en-
sure it remained safe and
beneficial.

The incident highlights
how quickly social media
challenges can escalate
once they capture public
attention. What startsas a
simple idea can grow un-
expectedly when it reach-
es a large audience.

In the end, the viral mo-
ment served as both enter-
tainment and a reminder
about setting realistic
goals—especially in the
age of social media, where
even the smallest chal-
lenges can take on a life of
their own.
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Shoaih Akhtar Reveals Playing Through Pain in Fierce
India-Pakistan Rivalry

In a striking revelation
that underscores the in-
tensity of cricket’s most
heated rivalry, former Pa-
kistan fast bowler Shoaib
Akhtar has admitted that
he played through severe
physical pain during
matches against India,
relying on pills and injec-
tions to stay match-fit.

Speaking about Paki-
stan’s tour of India in
1998-99, Akhtar disclosed
that both he and legend-
ary spinner Saqlain
Mushtaq struggled with
serious knee problems at
the time. Despite their
injuries, the duo pushed
themselves to compete in
what remains one of the
most emotionally
charged rivalries in
world sport.

AKkhtar said their con-
ditions were so severe
that fluid had accumulat-
ed in their knees, making
it difficult to even stand,
let alone bowl at the high-
est level. Yet, the pres-
sure to perform in high-
stakes matches against
India drove them to con-
tinue playing. He re-
vealed that they secretly
took medication and in-
jections to manage the
pain and remain availa-
ble for selection.

The former speedster
explained that such
measures were taken dis-
creetly, as team manage-
ment might not have ap-
proved of players
continuing under those
circumstances. The fear
of being dropped from

the squad also added to
the urgency to stay on
the field, particularly
during a series of such
magnitude.

The 1999 tour remains
memorable in cricket his-
tory. Pakistan secured a
famous victory in the
Chennai Test, marking
their first Test win in In-
dia in over a decade. The
match is also remem-
bered for Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s heroic century
in a losing cause, high-
lighting the fierce compe-
tition between bat and
ball during that era.

AKkhtar also shared an
interesting anecdote

from that tour, revealing
that he and Saqlain had a
friendly wager over who
would dismiss Tendulkar.
Both bowlers were deter-
mined to claim the prized
wicket, reflecting not just
competitive spirit but
also the immense value
attached to dismissing
one of the world’s great-
est batsmen.

Despite the physical
toll, Akhtar’s recollec-
tion paints a picture of
resilience and determi-
nation. He emphasized
how players often pushed
their bodies beyond lim-
its, especially in matches
against arch-rivals,

where national pride and
personal legacy were at
stake.

The India-Pakistan
cricket rivalry has long
been regarded as one of
the most intense in global
sports, drawing massive
audiences and generat-
ing immense pressure on
players. Matches between
the two nations are often
seen as more than just
sporting contests, carry-
ing deep emotional and
historical significance.

AKkhtar’s admission
sheds light on the unseen
challenges faced by ath-
letes, particularly in
high-pressure environ-

ments. While modern
sports science emphasiz-
es player welfare and in-
jury management, his
experience reflects a time
when players often prior-
itized participation over
long-term health.

The revelation has
sparked conversations
among fans and experts
about the physical and
mental demands placed
on cricketers during that
era. It also highlights
how far the sport has
evolved in terms of medi-
cal support, fitness stand-
ards, and player safety.

Today, bilateral series
between India and Paki-
stan are rare, with the
two teams mostly meet-
ing in international tour-
naments. However, mem-
ories of past encounters,
such as the 1999 series,
continue to resonate
strongly with fans.

Akhtar’s candid ac-
count serves as a remind-
er of the sacrifices play-
ers make to compete at
the highest level. It also
adds another layer to the
legacy of a rivalry that
has produced countless
unforgettable moments
in cricket history.

Ultimately, his story is
not just about pain and
perseverance, but about
the passion that defines
sport at its most in-
tense—where players are
willing to endure ex-
traordinary hardship for
the chance to represent
their country on the big-
gest stage.

Vinicius Shines as Real Madrid Advance, PSG Survive
Monaco Scare

Real Madrid booked
their place in the knock-
out stage of the UEFA
Champions League with
a composed performance,
as Vinicius Junior once
again proved decisive on
the big stage.

The Spanish giants se-
cured a 2-1 win over Ben-
fica in the second leg,
completing a 3-1 aggre-
gate victory. Vinicius
played a key role, scoring
a crucial goal that helped
seal qualification. His
pace and attacking threat
kept the opposition un-
der constant pressure,
underlining his impor-
tance to the team in high-
stakes matches.

Despite the win, the
game had a tense mo-
ment when defender Ratl
Asencio was involved in
a heavy collision that
briefly halted play. The
incident raised concerns,
but Real Madrid quickly
regrouped and main-
tained control to finish
the job.

Meanwhile, Paris
Saint-Germain endured a
far more dramatic night
against AS Monaco. The
French champions were
pushed to the brink be-
fore staging a comeback
to secure their place in
the next round.

Monaco initially

looked poised to pull off
an upset, but the turning
point came when they
were reduced to ten men
following ared card. PSG
took advantage of the sit-
uation, scoring twice to
turn the tie around and
progress with a narrow
5-4 aggregate victory.

The contrasting paths
taken by the two teams
highlighted the unpre-
dictable nature of the
competition. Real Madrid
displayed composure and
efficiency, while PSG re-
lied on resilience and late
momentum to survive a
challenging encounter.

Vinicius’ performance
stood out as one of the de-
fining moments of the
night. The Brazilian
winger continues to es-
tablish himself as a key
figure for Real Madrid,
consistently delivering in
crucial matches. His abil-
ity to influence games at
the highest level makes
him one of the most dan-
gerous attackers in Euro-
pean football today.

As the tournament
moves into the knockout
phase, both teams will
look to build on their per-
formances. Real Madrid
appear confident and
well-organized, while
PSG will hope their
comeback win serves as a
catalyst for stronger dis-
plays in the rounds
ahead.

With Europe’s top
clubs now set for intense
battles, the race for
Champions League glory
promises more drama,
excitement, and unfor-
gettable moments.

Lionel Messi Admits Regret Over Not Learning English Early

Football legend Lionel
Messi has opened up
about one of his biggest
personal regrets, despite
achieving unparalleled
success on the field. The
Argentine superstar re-
cently revealed that not
learning English during
his younger years is
something he deeply

)

wishes he had done
differently.

Speaking candidly in
an interview, Messi re-
flected on his upbringing
and career, acknowledg-
ing that while football
gave him immense global
exposure, he missed an
important opportunity to
develop language skills
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that could have enriched
his experiences. He ad-
mitted that he had
enough time as a young-
ster to learn English but
did not take it seriously, a
decision he now regrets.
Messi explained that
throughout his career, he
has met numerous influ-
ential personalities from

around the world. How-
ever, the inability to com-
municate fluently in Eng-
lish sometimes made him
feellimited in expressing
himself. He described
moments where he
wished he could engage
in deeper conversations
but felt held back due to
the language barrier.
This, he said, occasion-
ally left him feeling
“half ignorant” in so-
cial and professional
situations.

The football icon also
shared that this realiza-
tion has shaped how he
advises his children. He
encourages them to val-
ue education and make
the most of opportuni-
ties to learn, especially
when it comes to lan-
guages. According to
him, having a strong ed-
ucational foundation is
just as important as pur-
suing one’s passion.

Now playing in the
United States with Inter
Miami, Messi’s reflec-
tions on language have
become even more rele-
vant. Living in an Eng-
lish-speaking environ-

ment has made him more
aware of the importance
of communication be-
yond football. While his
talent continues to tran-
scend language, he recog-
nizes that being able to
connect verbally adds an-
other dimension to per-
sonal and professional
growth.

Despite this regret,
Messi emphasized that
football itself has been a
great teacher. Through
the sport, he has learned
valuable life lessons,
traveled extensively, and
experienced diverse cul-
tures. He believes that
these experiences have
contributed significantly
to his personal develop-
ment, even if formal edu-
cation in certain areas
was lacking.

Messi’s honesty offers
a relatable perspective,
reminding fans that even
the most accomplished
individuals have regrets.
His message underscores
the importance of mak-
ing use of available op-
portunities and striving
for well-rounded growth,
both on and off the field.
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Pakistan’s Semi-Final Hopes
Hang by a Thread After New
Zealand Win
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Pakistan’s chances of
reaching the semi-finals
of the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2026 have be-
come increasingly com-
plicated following New
Zealand’s crucial victory
over Sri Lanka. The re-
sult has significantly
tightened the group
standings, leaving Paki-
stan dependent on a com-
bination of results rath-
er than just their own
performance.

With New Zealand se-
curing an important win,
they have strengthened
their position in the
points table, pushing Pa-
kistan into a must-win
situation. Pakistan now
not only need to win
their remaining group-
stage match but must
also rely on other out-
comes to go in their fa-
vour. Their qualification
scenario is no longer
straightforward and
hinges on net run rate
and the performance of
rival teams.

For Pakistan to ad-

vance, the first require-
ment is a convincing
win in their final group
match. A narrow victo-
ry may not be sufficient,
as net run rate could
play a decisive role in
determining which
teams progress. A domi-
nant performance
would improve their
chances, but even that
alone may not guaran-
tee qualification.

Additionally, Pakistan
need Sri Lanka to lose
their remaining fixture
or fail to significantly
boost their net run rate.
If Sri Lanka manage a
big win, it could further
complicate Pakistan’s
path. At the same time,
New Zealand’s strong
position means they are
likely to secure a semi-
final berth, reducing the
number of available
spots.

Another key factor is
the overall points tally.
If multiple teams finish
with the same number
of points, net run rate

becomes the deciding
criterion. This makes
the margin of victory
and defeat in each game
critically important. Pa-
kistan must therefore
aim not only to win but
to do so emphatically.

The situation reflects
how competitive the
group stage has been,
with several teams still
in contention heading
into the final round of
matches. Pakistan’s
campaign, marked by in-
consistent performanc-
es, has left them vulner-
able at a crucial stage of
the tournament.

In summary, Paki-
stan’s route to the semi-
finals is still alive but
highly uncertain. They
must deliver a strong
performance in their
last match and hope that
other results align in
their favour. The coming
fixtures will ultimately
determine whether they
can keep their title hopes
alive or face an early exit
from the tournament.

Santner’s Leadership Inspires
Confidence as New Zealand
Dominate Sri Lanka

New Zealand’s im-
pressive victory over
Sri Lanka in the ongo-
ing ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2026 has not only
strengthened their cam-
paign but also highlight-
ed the growing confi-
dence within the squad
under captain Mitchell
Santner. Following the
emphatic win, all-
rounder Rachin Ravin-
dra credited Santner’s
leadership for creating
a fearless environment
in the team, saying it
makes players feel “bul-
letproof” on the field.

New Zealand deliv-
ered a commanding per-
formance, outplaying
Sri Lanka in all depart-
ments. After posting a
competitive total, their
bowlers executed plans
with precision, restrict-
ing Sri Lanka well short
of the target. The con-
vincing margin of vic-
tory underlined New
Zealand’s strong form
and intent in the
tournament.

Ravindra, who has
been one of the stand-
out performers, empha-
sized the impact of
Santner’s calm and com-
posed captaincy. He not-
ed that the skipper’s
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clarity and trust in
players allow them to
express themselves
freely, even in high-
pressure situations.
According to Ravindra,
this belief instilled by
Santner helps the team
stay positive and ag-
gressive, regardless of
the match scenario.

Santner’s tactical
awareness was evident
throughout the game.
His bowling changes,
field placements, and
ability to read the match
situation played a key
role in dismantling Sri
Lanka’s batting lineup.
The bowlers responded
well, maintaining tight
lines and building pres-
sure consistently, which
resulted in crucial
breakthroughs at regu-
lar intervals.

On the batting front,
New Zealand showed re-
silience and adaptabili-
ty. After a slightly shaky
start, the middle order
stepped up to accelerate
the scoring and post a
challenging total. Ravin-
dra contributed signifi-
cantly, showcasing both
composure and attack-
ing intent, further ce-
menting his role as a de-
pendable all-rounder in

the squad.

The win also has im-
portant implications for
the tournament stand-
ings, boosting New Zea-
land’s chances of pro-
gressing to the next
stage. With momentum
on their side, the team
looks well-balanced and
confident heading into
the crucial matches
ahead.

Sri Lanka, on the oth-
er hand, struggled to
find rhythm in both bat-
ting and bowling. Their
inability to build part-
nerships and contain
runs proved costly. The
defeat puts them in a
difficult position, re-
quiring strong perfor-
mances in upcoming
games to stay in
contention.

As the tournament
progresses, New Zea-
land’s blend of experi-
enced leadership and
emerging talent contin-
ues to make them a for-
midable side. With play-
ers like Ravindra
thriving under Sant-
ner’s guidance, the team
appears well-equipped
to push for the title and
maintain their strong
presence in world
cricket.
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Ustaad Bhagat Singh Creates
Massive Buzz with Record Pre-
Release Business

The upcoming film
Ustaad Bhagat Singh,
starring Pawan Kalyan,
is generating tremendous
excitement in the Telugu
film industry, with its
pre-release business fig-
ures becoming a major
talking point among
trade circles.

Following the massive
success of his previous
projects, the actor has
once again demonstrated
his strong box office pull.
The film is directed by
Harish Shankar, marking
their reunion after the
blockbuster Gabbar Sin-
gh, which has significant-
ly raised expectations
among fans.

Produced by Mythri
Movie Makers on a grand
scale, the film is being
made with high produc-
tion values and is expect-
ed to deliver a commer-
cial entertainer packed
with action and drama.
The makers are planning
a strategic release, aim-
ing to capitalize on a fes-
tive or holiday window.

In the film, Pawan
Kalyan is set to appear in
a powerful police officer
role, a character that has
already sparked interest
among fans. Adding to
the excitement is the mu-
sic composed by Devi Sri
Prasad, known for deliv-
ering chart-topping
soundtracks.

On the business front,
the film has already made
headlines. The non-theat-
rical rights, including
digital and satellite deals,
have reportedly been sold
for impressive prices,
driven by the strong buzz
and the actor’s massive
fan following.

However, the theatrical
business presents a
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slightly mixed scenario.
While the film is com-
manding high rates in
several regions, some dis-
tributors are said to be
cautious about investing
heavily. One of the rea-
sons behind this hesita-
tion is ongoing specula-
tion about the film’s
storyline, which has cre-
ated some uncertainty in
trade circles.
Addressing such con-
cerns, director Harish
Shankar has clarified
that the film offers fresh
content and is not merely
a routine remake, prom-
ising audiences a unique
cinematic experience.
Promotional content
released so far has re-
ceived varied responses.
While one song generated
strong buzz, another did
not meet expectations,

leading the team to reas-
sess their promotional
strategy. The focus is now
on upcoming trailers and
songs, which are expect-
ed to play a key role in
strengthening the film’s
hype.

Industry experts be-
lieve that a powerful trail-
er could significantly
boost the film’s prospects.
Given Pawan Kalyan’s
massive fan base, even a
single impactful promo-
tional release could drive
huge demand.

With high expecta-
tions, strong pre-release
business, and considera-
ble buzz, Ustaad Bhagat
Singh is shaping up to be
one of the most anticipat-
ed releases. All eyes are
now on whether it will
live up to the hype and de-
liver at the box office.

Priyanka Chopra’s Global Reveal
Sparks Buzz Around Mahesh
Babu—Rajamouli Film

A major upcoming
project starring Mahesh
Babu and Priyanka
Chopra Jonas under the
direction of S. S. Ra-
jamouli has found itself
at the center of wide-
spread discussion after
details about its sto-
ryline were reportedly
revealed on an interna-
tional platform.

The film, tentatively
titled Varanasi, is al-
ready one of the most
anticipated Indian cine-
matic ventures due to its
scale, star cast, and Ra-
jamouli’s reputation for
delivering global block-
busters. However, what
has now intensified cu-
riosity is the unexpected
disclosure of story ele-
ments during a global
interaction.

Priyanka Chopra, who
plays a key role in the
film, spoke about the
project while addressing
an international audi-
ence. During the conver-
sation, she reportedly
shared insights into the
narrative, offering a

glimpse into the film’s
core theme and setting.
This has triggered sig-
nificant chatter among
fans and industry cir-
cles, as the makers had
been carefully maintain-
ing secrecy around the
storyline.

The film is believed to
be a grand action-adven-
ture that blends mythol-
ogy, history, and global
exploration. It reported-
ly follows a protagonist
on an epic journey con-
nected to ancient Indian
traditions and spiritual
lore, with the story span-
ning multiple timelines
and locations. The city
of Varanasi is expected
to play a central role,
both as a symbolic and
narrative anchor.

Mahesh Babu is said to
portray a rugged and in-
tense character, marking
a departure from his pre-
vious roles. Meanwhile,
Priyanka Chopra’s char-
acter is expected to be
strong and action-orient-
ed, contributing signifi-
cantly to the story’s pro-

gression. Their pairing,
combined with Rajamou-
1i’s vision, has already
raised expectations to
extraordinary levels.

The scale of the film is
said to be massive, with
international locations,
high-end visual effects,
and a production design
aimed at appealing to
global audiences. It is
also expected to incorpo-
rate elements of Indian
epics, a hallmark of Ra-
jamouli’s storytelling
style.

While the early reveal
of story details has sur-
prised many, it has also
amplified excitement
around the project. Fans
are now eagerly waiting
for official announce-
ments, teasers, and pro-
motional material to bet-
ter understand the film’s
scope and narrative.

Despite the unintend-
ed leak, the film contin-
ues to generate immense
buzz, reinforcing its po-
sition as one of the most
awaited Indian films in
recent years.
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Vijay Deverakonda and Rashmika MandannaTie the Knot
in Grand Udaipur Wedding

In a moment that delighted
fans across the country, popular
actors Vijay Deverakonda and
Rashmika Mandanna have re-
portedly entered a new chapter
in their lives by getting married
in alavish ceremony in Udaipur.
The wedding, held in one of Ra-
jasthan’s most picturesque loca-
tions, was an intimate yet grand
affair attended by close family
members and a select group of
friends from the film industry.

The couple, who have long
been the subject of speculation
regarding their relationship,
chose to keep the ceremony pri-
vate, away from the intense me-
dia spotlight. Despite the secre-
cy, news of their wedding
quickly spread online, sparking
excitement among fans who
have admired their on-screen
chemistry and off-screen bond

for years.

The wedding venue was beau-
tifully decorated with tradition-
al elements blended with mod-
ern elegance. From floral
arrangements to regal interiors,
every detail reflected a royal
theme befitting the grandeur of
Udaipur. The celebrations re-
portedly included multiple pre-
wedding functions such as me-
hendi, sangeet, and haldi, each
marked by vibrant decor and

ones.

occasion.

joyful participation from loved

Both Vijay and Rashmika
were said to have looked stun-
ning in their wedding attire. Vi-
jay opted for a classic yet sophis-
ticated traditional outfit, while
Rashmika dazzled in an intri-
cately designed bridal ensemble
that perfectly complemented the
royal setting. Their coordinated
looks and visible happiness be-
came a major highlight of the

believed.

Over the years, the duo has
shared screen space in success-
ful films, which further fueled
rumors about their relationship.
Their strong friendship and fre-
quent public appearances to-
gether had kept fans guessing,
and this wedding now appears to
confirm what many had long

While neither of the actors
has made an official public an-
nouncement yet, the buzz sur-
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to grow on social media. Fans
and well-wishers have flooded
online platforms with congratu-
latory messages, celebrating the
union of two of the industry’s
most beloved stars.

As the couple begins this new
journey together, their wedding
marks not just a personal mile-

stone but also a heartwarming

rounding their union continues

moment for their admirers, who
have followed their story with
keen interest and affection.

Akhil Akkineni Rumoured to Join Jr NTR-Prashanth Neel’s‘Dragon’

Speculation is growing
in the Telugu film indus-
try about Akhil Akkineni
potentially joining the
much-anticipated project
starring Jr NTR and di-
rected by Prashanth
Neel. The film, widely re-
ferred to as Dragon, is al-
ready one of the most
talked-about upcoming
pan-Indian ventures.

The buzz began after
reports suggested that
the film requires a young
actor for a significant
role. Akhil’s name quick-
ly surfaced, fueling ex-
citement among fans. His
rumored involvement
has gained traction large-
ly due to his known rap-
port with Prashanth Neel
and the strong profes-
sional equation the direc-
tor shares with Jr NTR.

The project itself is
shaping up on a grand
scale. With a major sched-

ule already completed
overseas, the team is pre-
paring to move into the
next phase of filming.
The scale, casting choic-
es, and collaboration be-
tween a mass hero like Jr
NTR and a blockbuster
filmmaker like Prashan-
th Neel have already set
high expectations.

Adding to the intrigue
is the possibility that
AKkhil’s role, if con-
firmed, could be a cameo
or an extended guest ap-
pearance. While some be-
lieve it could mark a stra-
tegic move to expand the
film’s appeal, others see
it as an opportunity for
Akhil to re-establish his

—

presence with a powerful
role in a high-profile film.

However, it is impor-
tant to note that there has
been no official confirma-
tion regarding Akhil Ak-
kineni’s participation.
The makers have re-
mained tight-lipped, nei-
ther confirming nor de-
nying the reports, which

has only intensified curi-
osity among fans and in-
dustry watchers.

The film is expected to
be a high-octane action
drama, in line with
Prashanth Neel’s signa-
ture style, known for de-
livering visually grand
and mass-oriented enter-
tainers. With Jr NTR un-
dergoing a transforma-
tion for his role and the
film reportedly being
mounted on a massive
budget, expectations con-
tinue to rise.

Whether Akhil AkKi-
neni actually joins the
cast or not, the ongoing
speculation has already
succeeded in drawing ad-
ditional attention to the
project. Until an official
announcement is made,
fans will have to wait and
watch if this rumored
collaboration turns into
reality.

Will Ram Charan’s “Peddi” Release on Schedule?
Uncertainty Sparks Buzz

Speculation is grow-
ing around the release
timeline of Peddi, the
much-anticipated up-
coming film starring
Ram Charan. While the
project has generated
strong excitement
among fans and indus-
try watchers alike, re-
cent developments sug-
gest that its planned
release schedule may
face unexpected delays.

Initially envisioned as
amajor cinematic event,
Peddi has been progress-
ing steadily through
production. However, re-
ports indicate that cer-
tain factors—includ-
ing shooting timelines,
post-production de-
mands, and possible
scheduling conflicts—
could impact whether
the film arrives in the-
atres as originally
planned. Large-scale
productions like this
often require extensive
coordination, and even
minor setbacks can
ripple into release
postponements.

The film is said to be

mounted on a grand
scale, with high produc-
tion values and a sto-
ryline designed to ap-
peal to a wide audience.
Such ambitious projects
typically involve com-
plex filming schedules,
elaborate sets, and
heavy visual effects
work, all of which re-
quire time and preci-
sion. As a result, the
makers are believed to
be prioritizing quality
over rushing to meet a
fixed release date.

Another contributing
factor could be strategic
timing. Film releases to-
day are carefully
planned to maximize
box office performance,
avoiding clashes with
other big-budget mov-
ies. If competing releas-
es crowd the calendar,
producers may opt to
shift dates to secure a
better window.

Fans, meanwhile, are
eagerly awaiting official
confirmation from the
production team. Social
media discussions have
intensified, with many

expressing both excite-
ment and concern over
the uncertainty. Ram
Charan’s strong fan
base continues to show
unwavering support,
trusting that the final
product will be worth
the wait regardless of
delays.

Industry observers
note that such situa-
tions are not uncommon
in big-ticket cinema. De-
lays, while disappoint-
ing in the short term,
often result in a more
polished and impactful
film. Given Ram
Charan’s recent track
record and commitment
to delivering high-quali-
ty performances, expec-
tations remain high.

Until an official an-
nouncement is made,
the fate of Peddi’s re-
lease date remains un-
certain. However, one
thing is clear—the film
has already succeeded
in creating significant
buzz, and anticipation
will only grow stronger
as audiences await fur-
ther updates.

Made in Korea Set for March 12
Release on Netflix

The upcoming film
Made in Korea, starring
Priyanka Arul Mohan, is
all set to premiere on
March 12. The film will
skip a theatrical release
and head directly to the
streaming platform
Netflix.

Directed by Ra Karthik,
the movie is positioned as
a heartfelt slice-of-life
drama that blends emo-
tions with a cross-cultur-
al narrative. It tells the
story of a young Tamil
woman named Shenbag-
am, who dreams of trave-
ling to South Korea and
eventually finds herself
in Seoul.

The plot revolves
around her journey as
she navigates a complete-
ly new environment, fac-
ing cultural differences,
language barriers, and
personal challenges. As
she adapts to life in a for-
eign country, the story ex-
plores themes of identity,
belonging, and
self-discovery.

Priyanka Arul Mohan
plays the lead role, bring-
ing emotional depth to a
character that undergoes
significant transforma-
tion throughout the film.
The narrative focuses not

just on her external jour-
ney but also her internal
growth as she learns to
embrace change and
independence.

Adding authenticity to
the story, the film also
features South Korean ac-
tors in important roles,
enhancing the cultural
backdrop and making the
setting more immersive.
The makers aim to pre-
sent a realistic portrayal
of life abroad while main-
taining a relatable emo-
tional core.

The decision to opt for
a direct OTT release re-
flects the growing trend
of digital premieres, es-
pecially for content-driv-
en films that cater to a
global audience. With its
unique storyline and in-
ternational setting, Made
in Korea is expected to
appeal to viewers beyond
regional boundaries.

With a promising
premise, strong perfor-
mances, and a fresh nar-
rative approach, the film
is generating interest
ahead of its release. Au-
diences are now looking
forward to experiencing
this cross-cultural jour-
ney when it premieres on
March 12.
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