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Delimitation Concerns Ralse South’s Polltlcal Alarm

Hyderabad, March 24 |
TPN Bureau

elangana Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy
has expressed strong
concerns over the pro-
posed delimitation exercise,
warning that it could weaken
the political voice of southern
states at the national level.

Addressing a gathering in
New Delhi, the Chief Minister
described the reported plan to
increase the number of parlia-
mentary and Assembly constitu-
encies as detrimental to south-
ern India. He stated that such a
move would disproportionately
favor northern states, which al-
ready have a higher representa-
tion in Parliament, thereby wid-
ening the regional imbalance.

At present, southern states ac-
count for a limited share of the
total seats in the Lok Sabha,
compared to their northern
counterparts. Revanth Reddy
cautioned that any expansion
based primarily on population
would further tilt the balance in
favor of states with higher popu-
lation growth, leaving southern
states with reduced influence in
national decision-making.

He pointed out that states such
as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan are like-
ly to gain significantly more
seats due to their population
size. In contrast, southern states
like Tamil Nadu, Telangana,

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
may see comparatively smaller
increases, potentially diminish-
ing their role in shaping central
policies.

The Chief Minister also ar-
gued that the proposed delimita-
tion could unfairly penalize
southern states that have effec-
tively implemented population
control measures over the years.
He emphasized that these states
should not be disadvantaged for
their success in stabilizing popu-
lation growth, and called for a
more balanced and equitable
approach.

Raising political concerns, Re-
vanth Reddy alleged that the
move could benefit the Bharati-
ya Janata Party by consolidating

its strength in northern regions.
He warned that such a develop-
ment could deepen regional divi-
sions and lead to a growing
sense of political marginaliza-
tion in the South.

He further stressed the need
for southern states to come to-
gether and present a united front
to protect their interests. Refer-
ring to similar concerns voiced
by leaders from Tamil Nadu, he
said coordinated efforts are nec-
essary to ensure fair representa-
tion for all regions.

Revanth Reddy reaffirmed his
commitment to raising the issue
at appropriate forums and ensur-
ing that the voice of southern In-
dia is not weakened in the coun-
try’s democratic framework.

KTR Calls Formula E Charge Sheet ‘Diversion Tactic’

Hyderabad, March 24 |
TPN Bureau

RS Working President

K. T. Rama Rao strong-

ly criticized the Telan-

gana government, al-
leging that the charge sheet in
the Formula E race case is being
used as a diversion tactic to shift
public attention away from key
governance issues. Speaking dur-
ing an informal interaction at the
Assembly, he described the case
as “baseless” and politically
motivated.

KTR said the BRS had request-
ed the Speaker to allow a private
member bill on the implementa-
tion of the six guarantees, but
the government was instead fo-
cusing on the charge sheet issue.
He accused the ruling party of
deliberately bringing up the case
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to distract the public from im-
portant discussions affecting
people’s welfare.

He questioned the credibility
of the investigation, pointing
out that the names of those who
were allegedly benefitted were
not included in the charge sheet.
He also asked why key individu-
als, including the chairman and
CEO of the concerned company,
were not named. “If there was
any wrongdoing, why are the

Noon Meals for Junior Colleges

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN

Bureau

main persons missing from the
case?” he asked.

Referring to the financial
transactions involved, KTR stat-
ed that all funds were trans-
ferred through proper banking
channels and remain traceable.
He asserted that there was no
misuse of public money and that
the government was exaggerat-
ing the issue to create a false nar-
rative. “This is nothing but an
attempt to mislead the public,”
he said.

Defending the Formula E race
conducted in Hyderabad, KTR
said the event was aimed at en-
hancing the city’s global image
and attracting investments. He
claimed that the race brought
significant economic benefits
and helped place Hyderabad on
the international map.

KTR also alleged that the gov-

ernment is engaging in political
vendetta and harassing officials.
He stated that all decisions taken
during his tenure as a minister
were policy-based and in the in-
terest of the state. He challenged
the government to take action
against him directly if any
wrongdoing was proven, instead
of targeting officials.

Expressing confidence in the
judiciary, KTR said the case
would not stand legal scrutiny
and that justice would prevail. He
reiterated that the government
should focus on development and
public welfare rather than pursu-
ing politically motivated cases.

The remarks come amid inten-
sifying political tensions in Tel-
angana over the Formula E case,
with both the ruling party and
opposition trading sharp
allegations.
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Kishan Reddy Calls for Strengthening
DMF for Inclusive Growth

New Delhi, March 24 | TPN
Bureau

nion Minister G. Kis-

han Reddy emphasized

the need to strengthen

District Mineral Foun-
dations (DMFs) to ensure inclusive
and sustainable development in
mining-affected regions across the
country. Speaking at the valedic-
tory session of a two-day DMF
workshop held in New Delhi, he
highlighted the importance of co-
ordinated efforts between the Cen-
tre and states.

The minister expressed satisfac-
tion over the successful conduct of
the workshop, which was organ-
ized with the support of NITI Aay-
og and Bhaskaracharya Institute
for Space Applications and Geo-
informatics, along with various
state governments. He noted that
such collaborative initiatives re-
flect the spirit of cooperative fed-
eralism and are crucial for
strengthening DMF operations.

Referring to the vision of Naren-
dra Modi, Kishan Reddy said In-
dia’s mineral wealth should be ef-
fectively utilized for the long-term
and holistic development of peo-
ple, particularly those living in
mining-affected areas. He stressed
the need to implement the “Re-
form, Perform, Transform” man-
tra at every level of governance.

Highlighting the significance of
DMFs, he said they play a key role
in addressing developmental chal-
lenges in mining regions. Current-

ly, over 650 districts across the
country have mineral foundations,
and there is a need to align DMF
initiatives with the Aspirational
Districts Programme to ensure
better coordination and impact.

The minister urged authorities
to utilize DMF funds efficiently for
improving essential services such
as healthcare, education, drinking
water, and employment opportuni-
ties in affected areas. He also
called for strengthening coordina-
tion at the district level to ensure
effective implementation of devel-
opment projects.

During the workshop, partici-
pants engaged in detailed discus-
sions on various aspects of the
mining sector, including best prac-
tices and policy frameworks. Kis-
han Reddy stressed the impor-
tance of timely fund release, faster
approvals, and continuous moni-
toring to enhance efficiency and
transparency.

He further underlined the im-
portance of leveraging digital
technologies in DMF operations.
Platforms like DMF Portal 2.0
should be effectively utilized to en-
sure better tracking, transparency,
and outcomes. Emphasizing a re-
sults-oriented approach, he said
all stakeholders must work in co-
ordination to bring visible chang-
es at the grassroots level.

The workshop concluded with a
call for stronger collaboration and
innovation to ensure that mineral
resources contribute meaningful-
ly to the nation’s development.

elangana Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy has

announced the introduc-

tion of breakfast and
midday meal schemes in govern-
ment junior colleges across Telan-
gana from June 12, aiming to im-
prove student nutrition and
academic performance.

The initiative is expected to ben-
efit around two lakh Intermediate
students studying in government
junior colleges. By extending meal
programmes beyond schools, the
government seeks to address hun-
ger among students and support
those from economically weaker
sections.

Under the scheme, students will
be provided breakfast before classes
and a nutritious lunch during the
day. Officials said the move is intend-
ed to ensure that students remain
attentive in classrooms and are not
affected by lack of proper food.

The government is likely to part-
ner with the Akshaya Patra Founda-
tion for preparation and distribu-
tion of meals. The organisation
already has experience in imple-
menting similar programmes in
government schools and is expected
to maintain quality and hygiene
standards.

Authorities indicated that the
menu will include balanced and
commonly consumed food items
such as rice, dal, vegetables and
other nutritious dishes. The fo-
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cus will be on providing healthy
and hygienic meals that meet the
dietary needs of students.
Officials noted that many stu-
dents in government junior col-
leges often travel long distances
and may skip meals due to finan-
cial constraints. The introduc-
tion of both breakfast and lunch
is expected to reduce absentee-
ism and improve overall partici-
pation in academic activities.
The scheme marks a signifi-
cant step in strengthening public
education by addressing basic
needs like nutrition. It also re-
flects the government’s commit-
ment to creating a supportive en-
vironment for students pursuing
higher secondary education.
Preparations are currently un-
derway to ensure smooth imple-
mentation, with departments coor-
dinating logistics, infrastructure
and staffing ahead of the launch.
With this initiative, the state
government aims to enhance the
well-being of students and im-
prove learning outcomes across
government junior colleges.

00

long queues
and temporary closures
as motorists, auto-rick-
shaws, and other vehi-
cles rushed to refuel
amid fears of fuel short-
ages. Several outlets re-
ported running out of
petrol, diesel, and CNG,
leading to vehicles wind-
ing around blocks and
heavy congestion near
key fuel stations.

Areas such as Uppal,
Mallapur, Attapur, and
Chandrayangutta saw
particularly long lines,
with motorists waiting
for hours to fill their
tanks. Panic buying by
the public intensified the
situation, despite offi-
cials assuring that fuel
supplies remain ade-
quate and there is no ac-
tual scarcity.

Auto-rickshaw drivers
and cab operators, who
rely on CNG and auto-
LPG for daily earnings,
were among the most af-
fected. The prolonged
queues and intermittent
availability disrupted
their ability to work and
prompted calls for better
supply management.

Authorities attributed

some disruptions to tem-
porary logistical issues at
depots and changes in
supply procedures,
which, combined with
public panic, created lo-
cal shortages. Traffic po-
lice were deployed to
manage congestion near
busy fuel stations and ad-
vised commuters to plan
travel and use alternative
routes where possible.
Officials urged citi-
zens not to hoard fuel or
panic, emphasizing that
supply levels are suffi-
cient to meet demand.
Steps are being taken to
normalise refuelling ser-
vices across the city, en-
suring that motorists
and daily commuters
can access fuel without
further inconvenience.
The situation high-
lighted the challenges of
managing essential ser-
vices amid public anxie-
ty, showing how rumours
and misinformation can
lead to widespread dis-
ruption even when re-
sources are adequate.
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Bhatti Vikramarka Urges Respect for
Elected Governments

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN
Bureau

elangana Deputy Chief

Minister Mallu Bhatti

Vikramarka stressed

the importance of re-
specting democratically elected
governments, stating that any
attempt to undermine them goes
against the spirit of the
Constitution.

Addressing recent political de-
velopments, Bhatti Vikramarka
said that elected governments
derive their authority from the
people and must be allowed to
function without unnecessary
interference. He emphasized
that democratic values should
be upheld at all levels and that
institutions must respect the
mandate given by voters.

He expressed concern over
what he described as increasing
attempts to weaken state gov-
ernments, particularly through
financial and administrative
pressures. According to him,
such actions not only affect gov-
ernance but also hinder develop-
ment and welfare programmes
aimed at benefiting the public.

Bhatti Vikramarka pointed
out that cooperative federalism
is essential for the country’s
progress and called for better co-
ordination between the Centre
and states. He said both levels of
government should work togeth-
er in a constructive manner
rather than engaging in con-
flicts that could impact public
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welfare.

The Deputy Chief Minister
also highlighted that states re-
quire adequate financial sup-
port and autonomy to imple-
ment schemes effectively. He
reiterated that policies and deci-
sions should be guided by the
interests of the people rather
than political considerations.

He further stated that under-
mining elected governments
weakens public trust in demo-
cratic institutions. “The will of
the people must be respected at
all times,” he asserted, adding
that governance should focus on
delivering development, wel-
fare, and transparency.

Bhatti Vikramarka also called
for maintaining the dignity of
legislative bodies and ensuring
that political discourse remains
constructive. He urged all stake-
holders to act responsibly and
uphold democratic principles in
both governance and public life.

Reaffirming his commitment
to public service, he said the Tel-
angana government remains fo-
cused on implementing welfare
programmes, strengthening in-
frastructure, and ensuring in-
clusive growth across all sec-
tions of society.

The remarks come amid ongo-
ing political debates over Cen-
tre-state relations, with leaders
increasingly raising concerns
about federal balance and the
need to safeguard the rights of
states within the constitutional
framework.
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Telangana Launches India’s First State-
Negotiated EV Discounts for Govt Employees

Hyderabad | March 24,2026 | TPN Bureau

In a pioneering move to promote
sustainable mobility, Telangana
Transport Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar today announced India’s
first state-negotiated electric vehi-
cle (EV) discount scheme for gov-
ernment employees. Under the ini-
tiative, state employees can avail
of discounts of up to 20% on elec-
tric two- and four-wheelers, poten-
tially saving each family up to ¥4
lakh. The program is expected to
benefit over five lakh government
employees across Telangana.

The discounts were secured
through negotiations with leading
EV manufacturers, including Ma-
hindra Electric, Ola Electric, Grav-
ton Motors, and Ather Energy.
This initiative goes beyond tradi-
tional incentives like tax exemp-
tions, offering direct financial ben-
efits for employees and
encouraging them to adopt clean
mobility.

“This is more than just an incen-
tive. By making EVs affordable and
accessible, we are ensuring that
government employees lead the
way in transitioning to cleaner
transport. When our government
fleet goes electric, everyone in Tel-
angana breathes cleaner air,” Min-
ister Prabhakar said.

This announcement builds on
the state’s earlier measures. In
2024, Telangana had already imple-
mented a 100% exemption from
road tax and registration fees for
electric vehicles, covering every-
thing from two-wheelers and cars
to taxis, goods carriers, and buses.

With the new 20% purchase dis-
count, EV ownership in Telangana
becomes one of the most cost-effec-
tive in the country.

The move aligns with Chief Min-
ister Anumula Revanth Reddy’s
directive that all government de-
partments purchase only electric

vehicles, including vehicles hired
for urban operations. Telangana
already operates more than 2,800
electric buses, reflecting its com-
mitment to a cleaner transport
ecosystem.

The scheme is structured
through OEM negotiations under
a bulk institutional framework and
does not involve direct state subsi-
dies. Minister Prabhakar also
highlighted plans to expand part-
nerships with additional manufac-
turers, including Tata EV, to offer
more options, advanced technolo-
gy, and better accessibility for
consumers.

To further support EV adoption,
Telangana plans to enhance charg-
ing infrastructure across govern-
ment offices, public parking spac-
es, and commercial areas. Nearly
one lakh petrol and diesel auto-
rickshaws will be retrofitted with
electric kits, complementing the
state’s growing EV bus fleet.

“Our vision is clear: cleaner air,
reduced fuel dependence, and a
future-ready transportation sys-
tem. Telangana aims to set an ex-
ample for green mobility in India,
attract EV production companies,
and establish itself as a national
EV hub,” Minister Prabhakar
added.

KTR Alleges Political Vendetta, Slams Govt Over ‘False Cases

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

BRS Working President K. T.
Rama Rao launched a strong attack
on the Telangana government dur-
ing a media interaction at the As-
sembly, accusing it of diverting
public attention through “false and
politically motivated cases.”

He said the BRS had requested
the Speaker to allow a private mem-
ber bill on the implementation of
the six guarantees, but alleged that
the government was instead focus-
ing on the charge sheet issue to
shift attention away from public
concerns. Calling the case “base-
less,” KTR said even the names of
those who were allegedly benefitted
were not included in the charge
sheet.

Questioning the investigation, he
asked why the chairman and CEO
of the concerned company were not
named. “The funds were trans-
ferred from one bank to another,
and the money is still in the system.
There is nothing illegal in this,” he
asserted. He added that the govern-
ment should focus on recovering
money from the concerned firm
rather than targeting opposition
leaders.

Defending the Formula E race
held in Hyderabad, KTR said the
event brought global recognition to
the city and attracted investments
worth 700 crore, as stated by a firm

named Nelson. He contrasted this
with other events which, according
to him, failed to bring investment
and instead harmed the state’s
reputation.

KTR also alleged that officials are
being harassed due to political ven-
detta. He stated that he had taken
decisions as a minister based on
policy and challenged the govern-
ment to take action against him di-
rectly instead of troubling officers.

On the issue of Transferable De-

velopment Rights (TDR), he termed
it a “major scam,” alleging that ar-
tificial demand was being created
and insiders were benefiting. He ac-
cused the Chief Minister’s family
members of misusing the system
and called it an “insider trading
scam.” He promised a comprehen-
sive investigation into the matter if
BRS returns to power.

He also spoke on delimitation,
welcoming the increase in Assem-
bly seats but opposing any move to

reduce representation for southern
states. Highlighting disparities, he
pointed out that some constituen-
cies have significantly higher voter
populations than others.

KTR further criticized claims re-
garding interest-free loans for wom-
en and challenged ministers to clar-
ify the facts. Expressing confidence
in the judiciary, he said the case
would not stand in court and reiter-
ated that the government is mis-
leading the public for political gain.

99-Day Anti-Drug Drive Reaches
Villages Across Telangana

Komatireddy Clarifies Plans for LB
Nagar—Hayathnagar Elevated Corridor
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Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana government’s 99-day
anti-drug campaign has now expanded
to villages across the state, aiming to
create widespread awareness and curb
substance abuse at the grassroots level.

The initiative is part of a broader pub-
lic outreach programme designed to
take governance and social awareness
directly to people. Officials said the cam-
paign focuses on educating communi-
ties, particularly youth, about the harm-
ful effects of druguse and the importance
of maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

As part of the drive, awareness pro-
grammes, rallies, and community inter-
actions are being organized in rural ar-
eas. Students, local leaders, and
volunteers are actively participating in
spreading the message against drug
abuse. In many villages, activities such
as human chains, awareness rallies, and
interactive sessions are being conducted
to engage the public.

Authorities noted that the campaign
isreceiving a positive response, with increas-
ing participation from different sections of
society. Special efforts are being made to
reach vulnerable groups and ensure that
awareness penetrates even remote areas.

Educational institutions are also play-
ing a key role in the campaign. Schools
and colleges are conducting special ses-

sions to inform students about the dan-
gers of drug addiction and encourage
them to stay away from harmful sub-
stances. Officials believe that early
awareness among youth is crucial in
preventing long-term addiction issues.

In addition to awareness programmes,
law enforcement agencies are carrying
out strict monitoring and enforcement
activities to control the supply of drugs.
Special teams are working to identify
and act against those involved in drug
trafficking, ensuring that preventive
and punitive measures go hand in hand.

The campaign is being implemented
in a phased manner, covering villages,
mandals, and districts to ensure a com-
prehensive approach. Each phase focus-
es on specific themes, with anti-drug
awareness being a major component.

Officials said the objective of the cam-
paign is not only to reduce drug con-
sumption but also to build a strong so-
cial movement involving communities,
youth, and institutions. By taking the
message directly to villages, the govern-
ment aims to prevent the spread of drug
abuse and promote a safer and healthier
society.

The anti-drug drive will continue over
the coming weeks with intensified ef-
forts to ensure lasting impact across
Telangana.

Hyderabad | March 24, 2026

Telangana’s Roads & Build-
ings Minister, Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy, today clarified
key aspects of the proposed
LB Nagar to Hayathnagar el-
evated corridor, amid ongoing
debates about Hyderabad’s
traffic infrastructure and ur-
ban transport planning. The
minister addressed questions
raised in the state legislature,
outlining the vision, scope,
and expected benefits of the
project aimed at easing con-
gestion along one of the city’s
busiest arterial routes.

The proposal intends to
transform the roughly six-
kilometre stretch from LB
Nagar to the Hayathnagar
area into a double-decker cor-
ridor, designed to accommo-
date multiple layers of trans-
port infrastructure to
significantly reduce bottle-
necks. The plan envisages an
elevated section built at a cost
of around 940 crore, with
separate levels for high-ca-
pacity traffic movement.

The topmost level is
planned to carry metro rail
services, the middle tier re-
served for highway traffic,
and the ground or lower lev-
els configured as underpass-
es or local access routes for
city traffic. This multi-lay-
ered approach aims to decon-
gest the corridor linking
these major suburbs, creat-
ing faster, uninterrupted
travel between eastern parts
of Hyderabad and the Vi-
jayawada highway corridor.

The elevated corridor is be-
ing planned in conjunction

with existing and proposed
transport upgrades in the re-
gion, including expansions
on the Hyderabad-Vijayawa-
da highway and future metro
extensions, to accommodate
the city’s rapid growth and
rising commuter demand.

The minister also high-
lighted ongoing works such
as local arterial road widen-
ing and ancillary develop-
ments to support improved
traffic flow along the same
route. He stressed that the el-
evated corridor is part of a
larger strategic thrust by the
state government to modern-
ize Hyderabad’s road net-
work while integrating mass
transit corridors.

Komatireddy’s comments
aim to clear confusion and
underscore the government’s
intent to fast-track major in-
frastructure projects, ensur-
ing that Hyderabad’s trans-
port needs are met with
innovative, long-term solu-
tions rather than piecemeal
fixes.
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Telangana Govt Spent 3607 Crore
on Ambedkar Overseas
Scholarships, Says Minister

Hyderabad | March 24, 2026

The Telangana government has
spent a total of 607 crore on the
Ambedkar Overseas Scholarship
Scheme, aimed at supporting eli-
gible students pursuing higher
education abroad, a state minister
announced on Tuesday.

Replying during a Question and
Answer session in the state As-
sembly, Minister Adluri Laxman
said the scheme has so far benefit-
ed nearly 2,000 students since its
launch in 2023. Under the pro-
gramme, the government pays tui-
tion and related fees for students
studying overseas in accordance
with the scheme’s guidelines.

The announcement came as
lawmakers raised concerns about
delays in implementation and the
limited reach of the scholarship.
Former minister and BRS legisla-
tor K. Taraka Rama Rao pointed
out that the government had
promised to start providing the
scholarships by October 2025, but
many students are still waiting
for support. He said students
seeking to continue their foreign
studies are struggling to pay fees
and urged the government to pri-
oritise the timely disbursal of
scholarships.

Another legislator, CPI MLA K.
Sambasiva Rao, noted that the
scheme currently benefits only
Scheduled Caste (SC) students. He
suggested that its scope should be
broadened under the SC and ST
sub-plans with full allocation to
ensure more inclusive coverage.
Rao also reminded the govern-
ment of earlier promises to estab-

lish separate corporations for the
Mala and Madiga communities,
saying that neither the corpora-
tions nor the necessary imple-
mentation guidelines have yet
been issued.

Minister Laxman responded
that the government is committed
to the scholarship scheme and has
already made significant finan-
cial outlays to support students’
education abroad. He acknowl-
edged the concerns raised about
implementation delays and as-
sured legislators that efforts are
ongoing to streamline the process
and improve the pace of
disbursal.

The Ambedkar Overseas Schol-
arship Scheme was introduced
with the objective of creating op-
portunities for meritorious stu-
dents from underrepresented
communities to pursue advanced
studies on the global stage. By
providing financial assistance for
overseas education, the govern-
ment hopes to equip recipients
with high level knowledge and
skills that can contribute to the
state’s development.

However, opposition and some
ruling party representatives have
urged more clarity on timelines
and broader inclusion criteria so
that a greater number of eligible
students can benefit without un-
necessary hurdles.

The discussion in the Assembly
highlights both the progress made
under the scholarship scheme
and the challenges that remain in
ensuring its smooth and equitable
implementation.

Centre ‘Bulldozing’ States Financially,

Says Minister Seethakka

i W\

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Minister Seethakka
launched a strong criticism
against the Union government, al-
leging that it is financially weak-
ening states and undermining
their autonomy. Speaking at the
Assembly, she accused the BJP-led
Centre of “bulldozing states eco-
nomically” and shifting its welfare
responsibilities onto them.

Seethakka said that the finan-
cial pressure is not limited to a few
underdeveloped states but is af-
fecting all states across the coun-
try. She alleged that since Naren-
dra Modi assumed office, the
Centre has gradually reduced its
share in welfare spending while
increasing the burden on states.

She pointed out that through
cesses and surcharges, the Centre
is collecting large amounts of tax
revenue but not adequately shar-
ing it with states, thereby depriv-
ing them of their rightful funds.
According to her, this has resulted
in significant financial strain on
state governments.

The minister further stated that
even in centrally sponsored
schemes, where the Centre previ-
ously bore a major portion of the
expenditure, its contribution has
been reduced over time. Schemes
such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan,
National Health Mission, Mid-Day

Meal, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sad-
ak Yojana, ICDS, NRLM, RMSA,
PM Awas Yojana, and Swachh
Bharat Mission earlier had a fund-
ing pattern where the Centre con-
tributed up to 90 percent, leaving
states to bear only 10 percent.

However, she said that the fund-
ing pattern has now shifted to
60:40, placing a significantly high-
er financial burden on states. In
some schemes, the state’s share
has increased even further. For in-
stance, under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, states are now
bearing up to 75 percent of the
cost. Similarly, in employment
guarantee schemes, the Centre’s
contribution has reduced from 90
percent to around 60 percent.

Seethakka also criticized the
Centre’s approach to GST, alleging
that while taxes are being in-
creased, states are not receiving a
fair share of the revenue. She
warned that such policies are
pushing states into financial dis-
tress and affecting their ability to
implement welfare programmes
effectively.

The minister called for a more
balanced and cooperative finan-
cial framework, urging the Centre
torestore its commitments and en-
sure that states are adequately
supported in delivering develop-
ment and welfare initiatives.
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Sridhar Babu
Counters Malla Reddy
on Dumping Yard Issue

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Minister Sridhar
Babu strongly countered remarks
made by BRS MLA Malla Reddy
over the Jawaharnagar dumping
yard issue during Assembly pro-
ceedings, triggering a sharp ex-
change between the ruling party
and the opposition.

Responding to Malla Reddy’s
statements, Sridhar Babu said that
the MLA was repeating old argu-
ments and not presenting facts ac-
curately. He remarked that mislead-
ing the House with exaggerated
claims would not help in resolving
the issue and urged members to fo-
cus on constructive solutions.

The minister pointed out that sev-
eral measures related to the dump-
ing yard had already been taken in
the past and questioned why the is-
sue was being highlighted now in a
different manner. He suggested that
there was inconsistency in the op-
position’s stand on the matter.

At the same time, Sridhar Babu
acknowledged that the Jawaharna-
gar dumping yard continues to be a
serious concern and assured that
the government is committed to ad-
dressing it. He said efforts are un-
derway to improve waste manage-
ment systems and reduce the burden

1

on a single dumping site.

He further stated that the govern-
ment is exploring the possibility of
setting up multiple dumping facili-
ties in different parts of Hyderabad
to ensure better distribution of
waste and minimize the impact on
any one area. According to him, a
long-term and scientific approach is
necessary to tackle urban waste
challenges effectively.

The minister also emphasized the
need for coordinated efforts between
departments and local bodies to im-
plement sustainable solutions. He
said the government is working to-
wards improving infrastructure and
adopting modern waste processing
methods.

The exchange followed Malla Red-
dy’s earlier remarks highlighting
the hardships faced by residents liv-
ing near the dumping yard, includ-
ing foul smell and health concerns.
While acknowledging the problem,
Sridhar Babu maintained that solu-
tions require planning and collec-
tive responsibility rather than po-
litical blame.

The debate once again brought fo-
cus on Hyderabad’s growing waste
management challenges, with both
sides agreeing on the need for a per-
manent and effective solution.

Maoist Leader Ganapathi
Likely to Surrender by
March 31

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Senior Maoist leader Ganapathi is
expected to surrender before author-
ities by March 31, in what could
mark a significant development in
the fight against left-wing extrem-
ism in the country.

Ganapathi, who has been one of
the most prominent figures in the
Maoist movement for several dec-
ades, is reportedly in talks with of-
ficials regarding the terms of his
surrender. Sources indicate that dis-
cussions have been ongoing and are
nearing completion, raising expecta-
tions of a formal surrender in the
coming days.

He is known to have played a key
role in the activities and expansion
of Maoist operations across various
regions. His possible surrender is
being seen as a major breakthrough
for security agencies, which have
been working to curb extremist ac-
tivities and encourage militants to
return to the mainstream.

Officials believe that Ganapathi’s
decision could influence other cad-
res to follow suit and lay down
arms. Authorities have been pro-
moting surrender and rehabilita-
tion policies aimed at integrating

former extremists into society by
offering support, livelihood oppor-
tunities, and security.

Security agencies are also assess-
ing the impact of this development
on Maoist networks, particularly in
states affected by left-wing extrem-
ism. Experts suggest that the sur-
render of a senior leader like Gana-
pathi could weaken organizational
structure and morale within the
movement.

While official confirmation is
awaited, preparations are report-
edly underway to ensure that the
process takes place smoothly and
securely. Authorities are also likely
to announce rehabilitation meas-
ures following the surrender.

The development comes amid
sustained efforts by both central
and state governments to reduce
Maoist influence through a combi-
nation of security operations and
welfare initiatives in affected
regions.

If confirmed, Ganapathi’s sur-
render would mark a turning point
in India’s internal security land-
scape and could pave the way for
further peace-building measures in
conflict-affected areas.

POLITICS

Hyderabad | March 24, 2026

Senior Congress leader T. Jee-
van Reddy has signalled his intent
to leave the Indian National Con-
gress, even as top party leaders
held discussions in a bid to con-
vince him to stay. The veteran poli-
tician said unresolved internal
differences and factional tensions
within the state party have made
it difficult for him to continue.

On Tuesday, Telangana Con-
gress president Mahesh Kumar
Goud, government whip Adi Srini-
vas and party leader Sachin
Sawant met Reddy to address his
concerns and persuade him
against resigning. However, speak-
ing to the media after the meeting,
Reddy made it clear that remain-
ing in the party under the current
conditions would mean fighting
battles within his own camp rath-
er than focusing on opposition
politics. He said neither the par-
ty’s high command nor he himself
currently sees a viable solution to
the issues at hand, which has left
him considering the option of
quitting.

Reddy, a seasoned politician with
decades of experience, said the on-
going internal strife and unre-
solved differences have pushed him
to this point. He has announced
that he will make a definitive state-
ment on his future course of action
on Wednesday morning.

The development highlights
growing unease within the Telan-
gana Congress, where internal
disputes and leadership tensions

have periodically surfaced. Red-
dy’s dissatisfaction is rooted in
what he views as a lack of cohe-
sive direction and unresolved con-
flicts among party factions. His
stance has attracted significant at-
tention within political circles, es-
pecially given his stature and long
association with the party.
Insiders note that the Congress
leadership has made repeated ef-
forts in the past to address Reddy’s
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grievances, including discussions
over party strategy and roles. De-
spite this, the senior leader’s in-
sistence on stepping away under-
scores deeper frustrations that
may have built up over time.
Political observers say Reddy’s
possible exit could have ramifica-
tions for the Congress’s organisa-
tional strength, particularly in ar-
eas where he has influence. The
situation also reflects broader
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Jeevan Reddy Stands Firm on Quitting Congress Despite
Party’s Pacification Efforts
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challenges the party faces in man-
aging its internal dynamics and
keeping senior leaders aligned
with its goals ahead of key elec-
toral battles.

As Telangana’s political land-
scape evolves, Reddy’s announce-
ment on Wednesday will be
watched closely, with many antici-
pating clarity on whether he will
officially resign or chart a new po-
litical path.

Raj Gopal Reddy Says His Role Key for Congress
Comeback

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Congress MLA Komatireddy Raj
Gopal Reddy stated that his ser-
vices are crucial for strengthening
the party and ensuring a strong
comeback of the Congress in Tel-
angana. Speaking to the media, he
expressed confidence that the par-
ty can regain its political strength
with collective effort and effective
leadership.

Raj Gopal Reddy said that he has
always worked with commitment
for the party’s growth and remains
dedicated to its future. He empha-
sized that leaders who have strong
grassroots connections and public
support are essential for rebuild-
ing the party’s base. According to
him, the Congress has the capabil-
ity to emerge stronger if senior
leaders and cadre work together in
a coordinated manner.

He noted that his political expe-
rience and understanding of
ground realities can help the party
reconnect with people. He also
said that he is ready to take up any
responsibility given by the party
leadership and contribute actively
to its revival. “My focus has al-
ways been on public service and
development, and I will continue
to work in that direction,” he said.

Highlighting the need for unity,

Raj Gopal Reddy stressed that in-
ternal differences should be set
aside for the larger goal of
strengthening the party. He said
that discussions and coordination
among leaders are key to building
a strong organizational structure.
He urged party members to stay
united and work collectively to re-
gain the trust of the people.

He also pointed out that the Con-
gress must focus on addressing

public issues effectively. Accord-
ing to him, the party should prior-
itize welfare, development, and
transparent governance to win
back public confidence. He added
that consistent engagement with
voters at the grassroots level is
necessary for long-term success.
Raj Gopal Reddy further said
that the current political scenario
in the state offers an opportunity
for the Congress to expand its

base. He expressed optimism that
with proper planning, strong lead-
ership, and dedicated cadre, the
party can achieve significant suc-
cess in the coming years.
Reaffirming his commitment,
he stated that he will continue to
work tirelessly for the party irre-
spective of positions. He said that
his only aim is to see the Congress
grow stronger and play a key role
in the state’s political landscape.

Malla Reddy Highlights Dumping Yard
Woes in Assembly
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Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

BRS MLA Malla Reddy drew
attention in the Telangana As-
sembly with a distinctive and
emotional speech on the prob-
lems caused by the Jawaharna-
gar dumping yard in his
constituency.

Raising the issue during As-
sembly proceedings, Malla Red-
dy expressed concern over the
worsening conditions faced by
residents living near the dump-
ing yard. He said that garbage
from across Hyderabad is being
dumped in one location, creat-
ing serious health and environ-
mental problems for people in
the surrounding areas. He
pointed out that the foul smell
has become unbearable, mak-
ing it difficult for residents to
lead normal lives.

In his characteristic style, the
MLA mixed humor with con-
cern, which drew reactions in
the House while also underscor-
ing the gravity of the issue. He
questioned why his constitu-
ency alone should bear the bur-
den of the city’s waste and de-
manded a long-term solution.

Malla Reddy urged the gov-
ernment to treat the Jawaha-
rnagar dumping yard as a spe-
cial case and allocate dedicated
funds to address the issue. He
said that people in the area have
been suffering for years due to
poor waste management and
lack of proper infrastructure.

He also highlighted broader
development concerns in the
Medchal region. According to
him, after several areas were
merged into the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corpora-
tion (GHMC), development ac-
tivities slowed down. He noted
that basic facilities such as
roads, drainage systems, and
sanitation infrastructure re-
main inadequate in many
localities.

Appealing to the government,
he called for immediate inter-
vention and better planning to
resolve the dumping yard prob-
lem. He stressed that a perma-
nent and scientific solution is
necessary to protect public
health and improve living
conditions.

The MLA emphasized that
waste management is a grow-
ing challenge in urban areas
and requires sustainable solu-
tions. His speech, though deliv-
ered in a light-hearted manner
at times, brought serious atten-
tion to the hardships faced by
residents and the urgent need
for corrective measures.

Ippa Flower Liquor Can Generatez1l
Lakh Crore, Says Anirudh Reddy

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Congress MLA Anirudh Reddy
stated that liquor made from Ippa
(Mahua) flowers has the potential
to generate massive revenue for Tel-
angana, estimating that it could
bring in nearly %1 lakh crore if
properly developed and regulated.

Speaking at the Assembly prem-
ises, Anirudh Reddy said the eco-
nomic potential of Ippa flower lig-
uor is being underestimated. He
noted that with scientific produc-
tion methods, quality control, and
proper marketing strategies, the
traditional product could emerge as
a major source of income for the
state.

He emphasized that Ippa flower
liquor is not just a local or tribal
product but has the potential to be-
come a globally recognized brand.
Drawing comparisons with inter-
nationally popular beverages, he
suggested that Telangana could
promote Ippa-based products in
global markets, thereby increasing
exports and boosting state
revenues.

Highlighting the social impact,
the MLA said that promoting Ippa
flower liquor would significantly
benefit tribal communities who de-
pend on forest produce for their
livelihood. He urged the govern-
ment to provide legal recognition,
infrastructure support, and policy
backing to streamline production
and distribution.

Anirudh Reddy also raised con-
cerns over the growing consump-

tion of illicit and adulterated lig-
uor, stating that such products pose
serious health risks. He suggested
that regulated and scientifically
produced Ippaliquor could serve as
a safer alternative while also gener-
ating employment.

He further said that he would pre-
sent detailed data in the Assembly
to support his claims, including
projections on revenue generation
and the economic benefits for rural
and tribal populations.

The proposal comes at a time
when the state is exploring new av-
enues to enhance revenue and pro-
mote indigenous resources. If im-
plemented effectively, the initiative
could open up new economic oppor-
tunities while preserving tradition-
al knowledge and practices associ-
ated with Ippa flowers.
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Priyanka Sharma Launches

Nothing R Mobile in Mallapur

Mallapur, March 24 | TPN Bureau

A new addition to the smart-
phone market was unveiled in
Mallapur as the Nothing R mobile
phone was officially launched at
Ravi Communication mobile
store. The launch event was held
with much enthusiasm, drawing
the attention of local tech enthu-
siasts and customers.

Popular Instagram influencer
and actress Priyanka Sharma at-
tended the event as the chief
guest. She, along with shop owner
Raghavender Reddy, formally in-
troduced the Nothing R mobile to
the public.

Speaking on the occasion, Pri-
yanka Sharma highlighted the
key features of the newly launched
device. She stated that the Nothing
R mobile comes with a premium
metallic design, offering both du-
rability and a sleek look. She also
emphasized its fast-charging capa-
bility, noting that the device en-
sures quick power-ups for users
with busy lifestyles.

The smartphone is equipped
with a powerful 5400 mAh battery;
designed to provide long-lasting

performance. In addition, it
boasts an advanced triple-camera
setup featuring 50MP + 50MP +
8MP sensors. The camera system
supports up to 140x zoom, ena-
bling users to capture high-quali-
ty images with impressive detail.
Priyanka Sharma praised the
camera features, calling them “ex-
ceptional” and suitable for pho-
tography enthusiasts.

Encouraging mobile users to
try out the new device, she said
the Nothing R mobile is ideal for
those looking for both perfor-
mance and stylish design in one
package.

Shop owner Raghavender Red-
dy also addressed the gathering,
stating that special discounts are
being offered on the purchase of
the Nothing R mobile at Ravi
Communication. He invited cus-
tomers and mobile buyers to visit
the store in Mallapur and take ad-
vantage of these exclusive offers.

The launch event concluded on
a positive note, with attendees
showing keen interest in explor-
ing the features of the newly in-
troduced smartphone.

BRSV Protest Halted, Leader

Quthbullapur, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Tension prevailed in Kompally
after police detained a BRS stu-
dent wing leader ahead of a
planned Assembly protest. The ac-
tion came in response to a call
given by the BRSV (Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi Vidyarthi Vibhagam)
for an Assembly march, demand-
ing the implementation of prom-
ises made to students during
elections.

Police took Saikiran Goud, a
senior BRS leader and Ranga Red-
dy district vice-president, into
preventive custody and shifted
him to a local police station. The
move was part of precautionary
measures aimed at preventing
large-scale protests in the area.

Speaking to the media before
his detention, Saikiran Goud de-
manded that the government im-
mediately address the pressing
issues faced by students in the
state. He urged authorities to fill
nearly two lakh pending govern-
ment job vacancies without fur-
ther delay, stating that unemploy-
ment remains a major concern
among youth.

He also expressed anger over
what he termed as the “illegal ar-
rests” of student leaders who are
raising their voices on behalf of
unemployed youth. According to

Detained in Kompally

him, the police action was intend-
ed to suppress democratic pro-
tests and prevent the Assembly
march from taking place.

Saikiran Goud alleged that the
government was trying to silence
dissent by targeting opposition
leaders and student activists. He
said such actions would not deter
the movement and that protests
would continue until justice is de-
livered to students and unem-
ployed youth.

The call for the Assembly
march had gained traction among
student groups, prompting au-
thorities to increase security and
take preventive steps. Police offi-
cials maintained that the deten-
tions were carried out to ensure
law and order and to avoid any
untoward incidents.

Despite the crackdown, BRSV
leaders reiterated their commit-
ment to continue their agitation.
They stated that the fight for stu-
dents’ rights and employment op-
portunities would intensify in the
coming days.

The incident highlights the
growing unrest among students
and unemployed youth in Telan-
gana, with demands for job notifi-
cations and fulfillment of election
promises gaining momentum
across the state.
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KomapallyVendors Protest Eviction Drive

Quthbullapur, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Tension gripped Kompally mar-
ket road and surrounding areas as
small vendors staged protests
against an alleged eviction drive by
municipal authorities. Vegetable
stalls, tea shops, and fruit carts that
usually bustle with activity stood
silent, replaced by anxiety and
uncertainty.

Vendors said they were issued a
notice to vacate their shops before 6
a.m. the next day, failing which
demolition would be carried out.
The sudden warning has pushed
hundreds of families into distress,
as many have depended on these
businesses for over two decades.

Lakshmamma, a vegetable vendor
working at the same location for 20
years, broke down while speaking
about her situation. “This is our live-
lihood. We raised our children here.
How can we leave overnight?” she
asked. Ramesh, who runs a tea stall
nearby, echoed similar concerns. He
alleged that despite paying fees to lo-
cal officials over the years, they were
now being asked to vacate without
prior rehabilitation.

er, added to their frustration and
sense of helplessness.

The impact of the eviction drive
extends beyond individual vendors,
affecting entire families dependent

on these small businesses. With
children’s education, household ex-
penses, and debts at stake, the un-
certainty has left many fearing for
their future.

Women vendors were seen par-
ticularly distressed, worried
about losing their only source of
income. Several families ques-
tioned where they would go if
forced to vacate without any alter-
native arrangements.

The protesting vendors have ap-
pealed to the government to inter-
vene and provide a suitable alterna-
tive space for their businesses.
They argued that eviction without
rehabilitation is unjust and could
destroy their livelihoods.

As tensions continue, the vendors
remain hopeful that authorities
will reconsider their decision and

Many vendors attempted to ap-
proach municipal officials to pre-
sent their grievances, but claimed

they were unable to meet the con-
cerned authorities. The absence of
officials, including the commission-

ensure a fair solution that balances
development with the survival of
small-scale traders.

Dasoju Sravan Terms Telangana Budget a ‘Number Game’

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

BRS MLC Dr. Dasoju Sravan
launched a scathing attack on the
Telangana government’s latest
budget, calling it a “number game”
that fails to reflect the real needs
and expectations of the people.
Speaking during a discussion in the
Legislative Council, he raised sev-
eral critical questions based on the
government’s own official data.

Sravan highlighted the wide gap
between budget estimates and ac-
tual expenditure, stating that such
discrepancies are undermining
public trust. For the financial year
2024-25, the government projected
an expenditure of 2.2 lakh crore
but spent only 21.67 lakh crore. Sim-
ilarly, for 2025-26, the estimate stood
at 72.29 lakh crore, while actual
spending so far is around 2.03 lakh
crore. Despite this pattern, the gov-
ernment has now proposed an even
higher estimate of ¥2.41 lakh crore,
which he described as unrealistic.

He stressed that budget estimates
should ideally remain within a 5 to
10 percent variance from actual fig-
ures. However, the government has
consistently made inflated projec-
tions and fallen short, which he
said is misleading both the public
and administrative machinery.

of misrepresenting debt figures.
While the Chief Minister claimed
that 3.30 lakh crore out of 3.47
lakh crore borrowings was used to
repay previous loans, Sravan ar-
gued that actual repayments were
closer to 1.67 lakh crore. He alleged
that loans raised by corporations
and Special Purpose Vehicles
(SPVs) were being included to in-
flate repayment figures.

Sravan further criticized the
government for neglecting key sec-
tors like education and healthcare.
He noted that nearly 77 percent of
students in Telangana study in pri-
vate institutions, yet the budget
lacks measures to regulate high
fees. Education allocation has
dropped from 10.1 percent to 9.8
percent, significantly below the
national average of 14.5 percent.
Similarly, healthcare spending
stands at around 5 percent, com-
pared to the national average of 6.2
percent.

He also objected to claims that

Referring to the CAG report, Sra-
van pointed out that against the
projected revenue receipts of 72.29
lakh crore for 2025-26, only ¥1.38
lakh crore had been realized by the
end of January 2026—approximate-
ly 60 percent of the target. Expect-

ing to mobilize the remaining
%65,000 crore within two months is
highly impractical, he noted, add-
ing that past trends show limited
revenue generation in the final
months of the fiscal year.

He also accused the government

no ration cards were issued in the
past decade, calling them mislead-
ing. Sravan demanded 42 percent
reservation for BCs in contracts
and urged the government to re-
vise the budget with transparency
and accountability.

TB Awareness Drive Held at
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Quthbullapur, March 24 | TPN Bureau

A tuberculosis (TB) awareness pro-
gramme was conducted on Tuesday
at the Shapur Nagar market area un-
der the Shapur Nagar Division, aim-
ing to educate the public on preven-
tion and early detection of the
disease. The event was organized un-
der the leadership of Puppala
Bhaskar, GHMC Division BRS Party
President, with support from Malla
Reddy Nursing Institutions.

Addressing the gathering, Puppala
Bhaskar stressed the importance of
spreading awareness about TB in so-
ciety. He urged people not to ignore
symptoms such as persistent cough,
fever, and weight loss, and advised
them to seek immediate medical con-
sultation for timely treatment.

A highlight of the programme was
an engaging skit performed by stu-
dents of Malla Reddy Nursing Col-
lege. Through their performance, the
students effectively explained the
causes of TB, its mode of transmis-
sion, preventive measures, and the
importance of proper nutrition. The
skit conveyed complex health infor-
mation in a simple and relatable man-

ner, drawing attention from shoppers
and vendors in the busy market.

The students emphasized that early
detection of TB can prevent serious
health complications and save lives.
Visitors to the market watched the
performance with keen interest and
responded positively to the awareness
initiative.

Speaking on the occasion, college
representatives reiterated their com-
mitment to community health educa-
tion and outreach activities. The pro-
gramme also highlighted the role of
educational institutions in promoting
public health awareness at the grass-
roots level.

The event witnessed participation
from several dignitaries and commu-
nity members, including Dr. Balasu-
bramanyam, Aruna, Welfare Associa-
tion President Satyanarayana,
Mukund Rao, Ravi Kumar, Sajid, San-
jeev, Shabuddin, Zubair, along with
students and local leaders.

The initiative concluded with a call
for collective responsibility in com-
bating TB and ensuring a healthier
society through awareness and time-
ly medical intervention.

HMT Nagar Lake to Be
Revamped with %30 Crore
Allocation
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Nacharam, March 24 | TPN Bureau

The HMT Nagar lake in
Nacharam is set to undergo ma-
jor development as part of the
state government’s lake rejuve-
nation initiative. Authorities
recently sanctioned %30 crore
for the beautification and resto-
ration of the lake.

Ranganath, Commissioner of
HYDRAA, along with Paramesh-
war Reddy, Congress Party in-
charge of Uppal constituency, in-
spected the lake site and reviewed
the proposed development works.
Officials stated that the restoration
activities will commence soon.

Speaking on the occasion,
Parameshwar Reddy said that
after coming to power, the Con-
gress government has been fo-
cusing on strengthening
groundwater resources by re-
storing and developing lakes
across the region. He highlight-
ed that several water bodies in
the Uppal constituency, includ-
ing Nallacheruvu, Raman-

thapur lake, and lakes in
Kushaiguda, have been identi-
fied for development with sub-
stantial funding.

He further stated that the con-
stituency is witnessing signifi-
cant progress, unlike in the past
decade, with multiple infra-
structure and environmental
projects being taken up within
a short span of time.

The initiative aims not only to
beautify the HMT Nagar lake
but also to improve water con-
servation and ecological bal-
ance in the area. Local residents
are expected to benefit from en-
hanced surroundings and bet-
ter groundwater recharge.

The inspection programme
was attended by several Con-
gress leaders, including VS
Prakash Reddy, HR Mohan
Krishna Reddy, Santosh Reddy,
Soma Bhavana Goud, Mahesh
Yadav, and Raju, along with oth-
er party members and local
representatives.
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Adilabad Students Shine in Gurukul Entrance Exams

Adilabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Students of the Urban Residen-
tial School in Adilabad district have
delivered an impressive perfor-
mance in the recent Gurukul en-
trance examinations, once again
showcasing their academic excel-
lence and bringing pride to their
institution.

Several students from the school
secured seats in prestigious Gu-
rukul institutions. Among the suc-
cessful candidates are Jadhav Sid-
du, Pendur Jyothiram, Shravan,
Nagesh, Narsimlu, and Rajashek-
har. Their achievement sparked cel-
ebrations within the school, with
teachers and fellow students ex-
pressing joy over the results.

School authorities attributed this
success to a combination of quality
teaching, disciplined academic
practices, and a supportive learning
environment. They emphasized
that consistent efforts by both
teachers and students played a cru-
cial role in achieving these results.
Special coaching sessions conduct-
ed specifically for the Gurukul en-
trance exams also significantly con-
tributed to the students’
performance.

Teachers noted that the focused
preparation strategy, including reg-
ular assessments and personalized
guidance, helped students strength-
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en their fundamentals and perform
confidently in the competitive ex-
amination. The institution has been
making continuous efforts to pro-
vide students with opportunities to
excel in various academic fields.
Speaking on the occasion, the
school principal expressed happi-
ness over the students’ achieve-
ments. He stated that the success
has enhanced the reputation of the
institution and reflects the hard
work and dedication of both stu-
dents and faculty. He further added

that the school aims to produce
more such successful candidates in
the future and guide them toward
higher academic goals.

Parents of the successful stu-
dents also expressed their gratitude
to the school management and
teachers for their guidance and sup-
port. They appreciated the institu-
tion’s commitment to nurturing tal-
ent and providing quality
education.

The achievement of these stu-
dents highlights the growing aca-

demic standards of government
and residential schools in the re-
gion. It also underlines the impor-
tance of structured coaching and
dedicated mentorship in helping
students succeed in competitive
examinations.

With this success, the Urban Resi-
dential School in Adilabad has once
again reinforced its reputation as a
center of academic excellence, in-
spiring other students to aim high-
er and achieve their goals.

Server Glitch Disrupts Registrations in Telangana

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Property registrations across Tel-
angana were severely disrupted on
Tuesday due to a major server
glitch, causing inconvenience to
citizens at sub-registrar offices
statewide.

Officials said technical issues in the
central server brought key services to
a halt, including slot bookings, chal-
lan payments, document verification
and e-KYC processes. As a result, reg-
istration of land and property trans-
actions could not be carried out, af-
fecting thousands of applicants.

People who had pre-booked appoint-
ments reached registration offices
early in the day but were left waiting
for hours as the system remained non-
functional. Buyers, sellers and wit-
nesses gathered at various offices
faced uncertainty, with no clear time-
line for restoration of services.

The disruption led to confusion
and frustration among the public,
particularly those who had trav-
elled from distant areas to complete
their transactions. In several loca-
tions, overcrowding was reported
as applicants waited in long queues,

hoping the issue would be resolved
quickly.

Authorities attributed the prob-
lem to a technical fault in the server
infrastructure, which impacted op-
erations across all districts. Since
the registration process is fully dig-
itised, even minor system failures
can bring services to a complete

standstill.

Technical teams were immediate-
ly pressed into service to identify
the root cause and restore normal
operations. Officials said efforts
were underway on a priority basis,
but it took several hours before par-
tial services could be resumed in
some centres.

The incident highlighted the
heavy reliance on digital systems
for government services. While dig-
itisation has improved efficiency
and transparency, such outages can
create significant disruption, espe-
cially during peak working days.

Many applicants, including farm-
ers and small property owners,
were forced to postpone their plans
due to the unexpected delay. Some
chose to leave and return another
day, while others continued to wait
in the hope of completing their
registrations.

Officials assured that measures
would be taken to strengthen the
system and prevent similar issues
in the future. They also indicated
that steps may be considered to ac-
commodate affected applicants by
rescheduling appointments or ex-
tending working hours.

With the issue gradually being
addressed, normal registration ac-
tivities are expected to resume
soon, allowing pending transac-
tions to be completed without fur-
ther delay.

BJP Urges Cadre to Expose

‘Commission Politics’

INTEGR&TED MRP OF SRIRAMANAVAMI BANDB_BAST BHADRACHALAM

Tight Security for
Bhadrachalam Festival

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Telangana BJP president N. Ram-
chander Rao has called upon party
workers to actively expose what he
termed as “commission-based politics”
allegedly being followed by the ruling
Congress government in the state.

Addressing party leaders and cadre,
Ramchander Rao accused the Congress
administration of engaging in corrupt
practices in the implementation of vari-
ous development and welfare pro-
grammes. He alleged that instead of
ensuring transparency and accounta-
bility, the government was encouraging
a system where commissions and kick-
backs had become a norm.

The BJP leader urged party workers
to take these issues to the grassroots
level and create awareness among the
public. He emphasized that the cadre
should play a proactive role in high-
lighting irregularities and failures of
the government, particularly in the ex-
ecution of schemes that directly affect
common people.

Ramchander Rao also criticized the
Congress leadership for what he de-
scribed as a lack of commitment to its
election promises. He claimed that sev-
eral assurances made to the public dur-
ing the elections were either partially
implemented or completely ignored,
leading to growing dissatisfaction
among various sections of society.

Targeting Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, he alleged that the state govern-

ment had failed to deliver effective gov-
ernance and was instead focusing on
political rhetoric. He further stated that
the BJP would continue to question the
government on issues related to corrup-
tion, governance, and public welfare.

The BJP chief asserted that the party
is strengthening its organizational
structure across Telangana and prepar-
ing for future electoral battles. He ex-
pressed confidence that with consistent
efforts and public support, the BJP
would emerge as a strong alternative in
the state’s political landscape.

Highlighting the broader political
context, Ramchander Rao said the BJP
remains committed to clean governance
and development-oriented politics un-
der the leadership of Narendra Modi.
He contrasted this with what he de-
scribed as the Congress party’s “outdat-
ed and corrupt” style of functioning.

He also encouraged party members to
remain united and disciplined while
carrying forward the party’s agenda.
According to him, sustained engage-
ment with the public and exposure of
alleged irregularities would play a key
role in strengthening the BJP’s position
in Telangana.

Reiterating his call, Ramchander Rao
urged BJP workers to intensify their
outreach efforts and ensure that the al-
leged shortcomings of the Congress
government are brought to the notice of
every citizen in the state.
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Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Authorities have deployed
around 2,000 police personnel
in Bhadrachalam to ensure
smooth and peaceful conduct
of the upcoming Sri Rama Na-
vami festivities at the famous
temple town.

The large-scale security ar-
rangements have been put in
place in view of the heavy in-
flux of devotees expected to
attend the annual celestial
wedding ceremony of Lord
Rama and Sita at the re-
nowned Sri Sita Ramachan-
dra Swamy Temple. The event
draws pilgrims from across
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
and other parts of the country
every year.

Officials said elaborate ban-
dobast has been planned
across the temple premises
and surrounding areas, in-
cluding key entry and exit
points, to regulate crowd
movement and prevent any
untoward incidents. The town
has been divided into multiple
sectors, with senior police of-
ficials supervising security
arrangements in each zone.

Special teams have been de-
ployed to manage traffic and
ensure smooth vehicular
movement, particularly on
routes leading to the temple.
Authorities are also coordi-
nating with other depart-
ments to facilitate crowd con-
trol, parking, and public
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convenience during the festi-
val period.

Given the scale of the event,
surveillance measures have
been strengthened with the
installation of CCTV cameras
at strategic locations. Police
personnel will continuously
monitor crowd movement to
avoid congestion and respond
quickly to any emergencies.

In addition to general secu-
rity, arrangements have been
made to assist devotees, in-
cluding setting up help desks
and deploying personnel to
guide pilgrims. Officials em-
phasized that steps are being
taken to ensure that devotees
can participate in the celebra-
tions without inconvenience.

The Sri Rama Navami cele-
brations at Bhadrachalam
hold immense religious sig-
nificance and are observed
with great devotion every
year. The highlight of the fes-
tival is the celestial wedding,
also known as ‘Sitarama Kaly-
anam’, which attracts thou-
sands of devotees.

Authorities expressed confi-
dence that with comprehen-
sive planning and coordina-
tion, the event will be
conducted in a peaceful and
orderly manner. Devotees
have been advised to follow
guidelines issued by officials
and cooperate with security
personnel to ensure the suc-
cess of the festival.
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Telangana Relaxes Norms
for Sada Bainama Lands

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy has an-
nounced relaxation of norms for
regularisation of ‘Sada Bainama’
lands, providing relief to a large
number of applicants awaiting
ownership rights across the state.

Replying in the Legislative
Council, the minister said the
government has simplified proce-
dures to clear long-pending appli-
cations related to unregistered
land transactions. He noted that
many cases have remained unre-
solved for years due to procedur-
al complications and legal hur-
dles under previous guidelines.

As part of the revised policy,
the government has removed
the requirement for affidavits
from both buyer and seller. In-
stead, only the buyer’s affidavit
will now be sufficient for pro-
cessing applications. Officials
observed that obtaining consent
or affidavits from original land-
owners had become difficult in
many cases, leading to delays in
regularisation.

The minister stated that lakhs
of applications are pending
across Telangana, and the new
measures are expected to speed
up the process significantly. He
assured that the government is
committed to resolving the issue
in a transparent and time-bound
manner, benefiting farmers and
small landholders.

‘Sada Bainama’ refers to land
transactions carried out on plain

paper without formal registra-
tion, a practice that was common
in rural areas in the past. Over
time, such transactions created
legal ambiguities, leaving many
buyers without clear ownership
documents and access to official
land records.

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy ex-
plained that earlier attempts to
address the issue did not yield de-
sired results due to strict condi-
tions and procedural require-
ments. The government has now
opted for a more practical ap-
proach to ensure that genuine
beneficiaries are not denied their
rights.

In addition to easing norms,
the state is also focusing on
broader land reforms, including
improving record maintenance,
digitisation, and verification pro-
cesses. Efforts are being made to
enhance transparency and pre-
vent irregularities in land
transactions.

The minister emphasized that
strict monitoring mechanisms
would be in place to prevent mis-
use of the relaxed norms. He add-
ed that action would be taken
against any fraudulent claims or
violations during the regularisa-
tion process.

With these changes, the gov-
ernment aims to provide long-
awaited relief to thousands of
families and bring clarity to land
ownership issues, while strength-
ening the overall land adminis-
tration system in Telangana.

BJP Slams Telangana Budget as
‘Hat-Trick Cheating'’

Hyderabad, March 24 | TPN Bureau

The Bharatiya Janata Party in
Telangana has strongly criticised
the state budget, terming it a
“hat-trick of cheating” and accus-
ing the ruling Congress govern-
ment of failing to deliver on its
promises for the third consecu-
tive time.

State BJP president N. Ram-
chander Rao alleged that the
budget was nothing more than a
repetition of earlier announce-
ments without any concrete out-
comes. He said the government
had failed to bring in new initia-
tives or meaningful reforms,
making the exercise appear like a
continuation of previous budgets
rather than a fresh financial
roadmap.

Rao criticised the government
for what he described as “number
juggling,” claiming that the alloca-
tions did not reflect real develop-
ment on the ground. He argued
that despite tall claims, key sec-
tors such as education, healthcare,
and welfare had not received ade-
quate attention, leaving several
sections of society disappointed.

The BJP leader also accused the
Congress government of mislead-
ing the public with unrealistic
projections and unfulfilled assur-
ances. He pointed out that several
election promises remained pend-
ing, and the budget did little to ad-
dress those commitments. Accord-
ing to him, the gap between
announcements and implementa-
tion had widened significantly un-
der the current administration.

Raising concerns over specific
sectors, Rao said the education
budget allocation remained com-
paratively low and lacked a clear
vision for improvement. He also
flagged issues in the healthcare
sector, alleging delays in pay-
ments under welfare schemes and
warning of financial strain if
corrective measures were not
taken.

On infrastructure and develop-
ment projects, the BJP claimed
that the government was taking
credit for initiatives largely sup-
ported or funded by the Centre.
Rao questioned the transparency
of major projects and expressed
concern over rising costs and
lack of clarity in execution.

He further alleged that the
budget failed to cater to the aspi-
rations of farmers, youth, and
economically weaker sections.
Calling it “disconnected from re-
ality,” he said the financial plan
did not offer tangible benefits to
common people.

The BJP reiterated its commit-
ment to holding the government
accountable and vowed to take
the issue to the public. Rao urged
party workers to highlight the
shortcomings of the budget and
create awareness about what he
described as repeated failures of
the Congress government.

The party maintained that it
would continue to oppose policies
that it believes are detrimental to
the state’s growth and work towards
presenting an alternative vision for
Telangana’s development.
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A Shield for the Everyman:
Why Telangana’s New Policy Matters

In a time when politics is often
reduced to slogans, the Telangana
Budget 202627 has delivered some-
thing far more meaningful - a real
promise of protection for every
family. The announcement of the
Indiramma Family Life Insurance
Scheme, also known as Indiramma
Kutumba Jeevitha Bheema, is not
just another welfare scheme. It is a
bold political statement. It tells the
people of Telangana that their gov-
ernment understands a painful
truth: in today’s world, one sudden
death in a family can turn life up-
side down.

Deputy Chief Minister and Fi-
nance Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka has done more than
present a budget. He has drawn a
clear line between old-style limited
welfare and a new model of univer-
sal social security. Under this
scheme, every eligible family in
Telangana will receive 5 lakh life
insurance coverage. Nearly 1.15
crore families are expected to ben-
efit. The scheme will be launched
on June 2, 2026, on Telangana State
Formation Day. Most importantly,
the government has not stopped
with words alone. It has put its
money where its mouth is. A strong
allocation of 4,000 crore has al-
ready been made. That number
matters. In Indian politics, an-
nouncements are easy. Headlines
come cheap. But budget allocation
is what separates a promise from a
policy. Telangana has not merely
spoken about compassion; it has
given shape to responsibility. In do-
ing so, it has sent a message many
governments still fail to under-
stand — security is not a luxury
only for the poor. It is a basic need
for every family. This is what
makes Indiramma Bheema politi-
cally and morally significant. It is
universal. That one word changes
everything. For years, welfare in
India has often been trapped in
narrow categories — below pover-
ty line, ration card labels, selective
beneficiaries, endless paperwork,
and social divisions. Telangana’s
new insurance policy breaks that
mould. It says a poor family de-
serves protection. A middle-class
family deserves protection. Even a
financially stable family deserves
protection. Because tragedy does
not ask for an income certificate

Indiramma Kutumba Jeevitha
Bheema
By Telangana Govt

LLakhs Insurance to 1.5

RKS.S

before knocking on a door. This is
where the Congress government in
Telangana is trying to redefine the
very meaning of welfare. This is
not charity politics. This is rights-
based governance. This is the lan-
guage of “Nyay” — justice — mov-
ing from speeches into real policy.
The message is loud and clear: the
state is not just there to distribute
benefits before elections. It is there
to stand by its people when life
takes an unexpected turn. That is
exactly why this scheme matters
far beyond Telangana. Around the
world, the strongest societies are
not built only with roads, flyovers,
and industrial parks. They are
built with safety nets. In countries
like the United Kingdom and Can-
ada, governments understand that
families should not be left alone to
face life’s worst moments. In Asia
too, nations that built strong public
protection systems earned not just
social stability, but public trust.
Telangana is now stepping into
that space with confidence and
clarity. Naturally, critics will raise
questions about the cost. They al-
ways do. 4,000 crore is a big
amount, and opposition voices will
ask whether the state can afford
such a scheme. But that argument

Crore K

misses the wood for the trees. The
real question is not whether the
government can afford to spend
this money. The real question is
whether society can afford the con-
sequences of not spending it. When
a breadwinner dies, a family does
not just lose income. It loses stabil-
ity, security, educational opportu-
nities, health support, and often its
future. Children may be forced out
of school. Women may be pushed
into debt. Homes may slowly col-
lapse under pressure. If a govern-
ment cannot step in at such a mo-
ment, then what exactly is
governance for?

This is not just theory. For many
people, welfare is remembered not
as a policy, but as a lifeline. I still
remember my childhood days
when I was studying engineering
in Karimnagar. One day after col-
lege, my friend met with an acci-
dent. We immediately called 108,
the emergency ambulance service
introduced during the time of Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy. He was rushed
to the hospital in time. After a few
days, he recovered. Even today, his
mother remembers that moment
with gratitude and says her son
was saved because of that govern-
ment support. That is how ordi-

amilies

nary people remember welfare.
When a government stands by peo-
ple in their darkest hour, the mem-
ory stays for years. Help given in a
moment of need is never forgotten.
That is why Indiramma Bheema
stands out as one of the strongest
and smartest decisions in this
budget. It recognizes a simple truth
— economic growth without social
protection is incomplete. A family
living in fear cannot truly pro-
gress. A worker who worries every
day about what will happen to his
wife and children after him cannot
dream freely. A middle-class parent
buried under EMIS is often just one
tragedy away from financial ruin.
Telangana has understood that
real development is not only about
creating wealth. It is also about
protecting people from sudden
loss. There is also sharp political
wisdom in this move. The Revanth
government is clearly trying to
build a direct emotional and eco-
nomic bond with every household
in the state. This is not a scheme
designed for one caste, one class, or
one vote bank. It reaches every
home. That gives it rare political
strength. If implemented honestly
and efficiently, this could become
one of the most influential welfare

measures in Telangana’s recent
history. It can build public trust in
a way that speeches and slogans
never can. History offers a power-
ful lesson here. During 2004 to 2009,
Dr Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy ruled
united Andhra Pradesh, and even
today many people say he set a gold
standard in welfare governance. A
major reason for that lasting good-
will was Rajiv Aarogyasri. That
health scheme did not just provide
treatment; it gave hope to poor fam-
ilies. Even years after his passing,
people across political lines still
remember YSR for standing firmly
with the poor. That is the power of
a well-implemented welfare policy.
It outlives elections. It outlives po-
litical arguments. It lives in peo-
ple’s hearts. If the Telangana gov-
ernment implements Indiramma
Kutumba Jeevitha Bheema in the
same spirit and with the same seri-
ousness, this could well become a
new benchmark in welfare politics
— inmany ways, a next-generation
social protection model. If done
right, Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy and Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka will not just
earn praise in Telangana, but rec-
ognition across the country. In re-
cent public discussions too, many

have described Revanth Reddy as
one of the most dynamic and
emerging leaders in India. A
scheme like this, if delivered effec-
tively, can strengthen that image
even further. But the government
must remember one important
thing: a bold announcement cre-
ates hope, and hope creates expec-
tation. If there are delays, confu-
sion, weak implementation, or
bureaucratic hurdles, political ap-
plause can quickly turn into public
disappointment. A universal prom-
ise must be matched by universal
access. The promise is big, so the
delivery must be even bigger. If
Telangana truly wants this scheme
to become a national model, then it
must be simple, fast, transparent,
and free from red tape. Still, the
larger truth remains undeniable.
In a political culture where many
leaders speak loudly about the
poor but often ignore the insecuri-
ty of ordinary families, Telangana
has made a move that feels both
modern and deeply humane. In-
diramma Bheema is not just an in-
surance policy. It is a declaration
that the state has a duty to protect
dignity. It is a recognition that the
death of one earning member
should not become the death of an
entire family’s future.

This is what good politics looks
like. This is what serious welfare
looks like. And this is what leader-
ship looks like when it chooses
courage over convenience. Telan-
gana has not merely announced a
scheme. It has thrown down the
gauntlet to the rest of India. In
2026, while many governments are
still busy making promises, Telan-
gana has offered something strong-
er - a real shield for every home.

Sagar Vanaparthi,
Policy Analyst,
9100004402.

India’s Energy Wake-Up Call Amid the Israel-Iran War

The ongoing Israel-Iran conflict is
not just another geopolitical flash-
point—it represents a profound
turning point in how nations like In-
dia must think about energy securi-
ty. As global oil routes face disrup-
tion and prices surge, the crisis
underscores a hard truth: energy
security today is no longer just about
securing supply, but about navigat-
ing a complex web of geopolitics, lo-
gistics, and economic vulnerability.

At the heart of the crisis lies the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s
most critical energy chokepoints. A
significant portion of global oil and
gas supplies pass through this nar-
row stretch of water. Any instability
here sends immediate shockwaves
across international markets. The
current conflict has heightened
fears of supply disruptions, pushing
oil prices sharply upward and reviv-
ing memories of past global oil
shocks.

For India, the implications are im-
mediate and serious. The country
relies heavily on imports to meet its
energy demands, with a substantial
share coming from the Middle East.
Any disruption in this region direct-
ly impacts fuel availability, pricing,
and overall economic stability. Ris-
ing oil prices can trigger inflation,
increase transportation costs, and
strain household budgets.

The crisis also reveals how ener-
gy infrastructure itself has become
a strategic target. Oil fields, pipe-
lines, and shipping routes are no
longer just economic assets—they
are tools and targets in modern
warfare. This shift demands a
broader and more sophisticated un-
derstanding of energy security, one
that includes infrastructure protec-
tion, maritime safety, and geopoliti-
cal risk assessment.

India has taken steps in recent
years to cushion such shocks. The
country has diversified its crude oil
imports, sourcing from a wider
range of suppliers, and has built
strategic petroleum reserves to han-
dle short-term disruptions. These
measures provide some resilience,

but they are not enough to fully
shield the economy from prolonged
global volatility.

The broader economic impact re-
mains a major concern. Sustained
high oil prices can weaken the cur-
rency, widen the trade deficit, and
complicate fiscal management. En-
ergy-intensive sectors such as trans-
portation, manufacturing, and agri-
culture are particularly vulnerable,
asrising input costs can slow growth

and reduce competitiveness.
Another key issue is the vulnera-
bility of global supply chains. Ener-
gy is deeply embedded in nearly eve-
ry aspect of economic activity.
Disruptions in fuel supply can ripple
through industries, affecting pro-
duction, logistics, and even food se-
curity. This interconnectedness
means that energy crises are no
longer isolated events—they quickly
evolve into wider economic

challenges.

Maritime security has also come
into sharper focus. The conflict high-
lights how quickly vital shipping
routes can become contested zones.
For a country like India, which de-
pends heavily on sea-borne trade,
ensuring the safety of these routes
is crucial. Strengthening naval capa-
bilities and enhancing international
cooperation in securing sea lanes
will be important steps going

forward.

The situation also complicates In-
dia’s foreign policy calculus. Main-
taining balanced relationships with
key global players becomes more
challenging during periods of con-
flict. Energy security is now closely
tied to diplomacy, requiring careful
navigation of competing interests to
safeguard national priorities.

Looking ahead, the crisis offers
important lessons. One of the most

significant is the need for deeper di-
versification—not just in terms of
suppliers, but also in energy sourc-
es. Expanding renewable energy ca-
pacity, investing in clean technolo-
gies, and accelerating the shift
toward electric mobility can reduce
dependence on volatile fossil fuel
markets.

India must also continue to
strengthen its strategic reserves and
explore new partnerships in differ-
ent regions. Building resilient infra-
structure and enhancing domestic
energy production will be critical in
reducing external vulnerabilities.

Equally important is the financial
dimension of energy security. Vola-
tile energy markets can lead to fluc-
tuations in currency and capital
flows, affecting overall economic sta-
bility. Coordinated policy responses
across sectors will be necessary to
manage these risks effectively.

Ultimately, the Israel-Iran con-
flict serves as a powerful reminder
that energy security in today’s
world is multifaceted. It is shaped
not only by supply and demand but
also by geopolitical tensions, tech-
nological change, and economic
interdependence.

For India, the path forward lies in
embracing this complexity. The
country must move beyond a narrow
focus on securing oil supplies and
adopt a comprehensive approach
that integrates energy policy with
national security, economic plan-
ning, and foreign relations.

Though the conflict is unfolding
far from India’s borders, its conse-
quences are being felt at home. In an
interconnected global economy, dis-
tant crises can quickly translate into
domestic challenges. The real test
for India is not just how it responds
to the current situation, but how
well it prepares for future
disruptions.

In that sense, this crisis is more
than a moment of uncertainty—it is
an opportunity. An opportunity for
India to rethink, recalibrate, and
strengthen its energy security strat-
egy for a rapidly changing world.
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Modi, Trump Discuss West Asia Crisis, Stress Keeping
Hormuz Open

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and U.S. President Donald
Trump held a crucial phone con-
versation on Tuesday to discuss
the escalating crisis in West
Asia, focusing on ensuring sta-
bility in global energy and trade
routes.

During the call, both leaders
emphasized the importance of
keeping the Strait of Hormuz
open, a vital maritime corridor
through which a significant por-
tion of the world’s oil supply
passes. The discussion comes
amid heightened tensions in the
region due to ongoing conflicts
involving Iran, the United
States, and its allies.

Officials said the conversa-
tion highlighted shared con-
cerns over disruptions to inter-
national shipping lanes and the
broader economic impact of the
crisis. The Strait of Hormuz has
emerged as a critical flashpoint,
with any instability posing seri-
ous risks to global energy mar-
kets and supply chains.

P

Prime Minister Modi de-
scribed the exchange as “use-
ful,” reiterating India’s consist-
ent position in favour of
de-escalation, dialogue, and the
early restoration of peace in the
region. He stressed that main-
taining open sea routes is essen-

tial not only for regional stabil-
ity but also for the global
economy.

The conversation also reflects
India’s proactive diplomatic en-
gagement as it navigates the
evolving geopolitical situation.
With a large portion of its crude

oil imports passing through the
Strait of Hormuz, India has a
strong stake in ensuring that
maritime routes remain secure
and uninterrupted.

The developments come at a
time when tensions in West
Asia have raised concerns
about potential disruptions to
fuel supplies, trade, and the
safety of Indian nationals in
the Gulf region. The govern-
ment is closely monitoring the
situation to safeguard nation-
al and economic interests.

Both leaders agreed to re-
main in touch and continue
consultations as the situa-
tion evolves. The call under-
scores growing coordination
between India and the United
States on global security
challenges, especially those
with far-reaching economic
implications.

As tensions persist, the fo-
cus on keeping key trade
routes open highlights the ur-
gency of diplomatic efforts to
prevent escalation and main-
tain stability in the region.

Rahul Gandhi Slams Modi’s Foreign Policy Amid West Asia Crisis

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday launched a
sharp attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, criticising the
government’s handling of for-
eign policy in the backdrop of
the ongoing West Asia crisis.

Addressing reporters at Par-
liament House, Gandhi alleged
that India’s foreign policy has
been reduced to a “personal” ap-
proach driven by the Prime Min-
ister, rather than a structured
national strategy. He described
the current approach as ineffec-
tive and warned that it could
have serious consequences for
the country’s global standing
and economic stability.

Gandhi further claimed that
the lack of a clear and consistent
position on the West Asia con-
flict has created uncertainty, par-
ticularly at a time when global
tensions are affecting energy
supplies and trade routes. He
cautioned that disruptions in the
region could soon impact essen-
tial commodities in India, in-
cluding LPG, petrol, and fertilis-
ers, thereby affecting common
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citizens.

In a more pointed criticism,
the Congress leader suggested
that India’s foreign policy deci-
sions were increasingly influ-
enced by external powers, rais-
ing concerns about the country’s
strategic autonomy. He argued
that a strong and independent
diplomatic stance is essential,
especially during international

crises that have direct implica-
tions for India’s economy and
security.

The remarks came a day after
the Prime Minister addressed
Parliament on the West Asia sit-
uation, where he highlighted the
government’s preparedness to
deal with emerging challenges.
However, Gandhi dismissed the
speech as lacking clarity and

substance, stating that it did not
adequately address key concerns
raised by the opposition.

He also criticised the Prime
Minister for drawing compari-
sons between the current crisis
and the Covid-19 pandemic.
Gandhi said such comparisons
overlook the scale of suffering
experienced during the pan-
demic and should not be used to
justify the government’s cur-
rent approach.

The Congress leader further
indicated that structural issues
in India’s foreign policy frame-
work need urgent attention,
suggesting that corrective
measures may take time. His re-
marks reflect growing political
tensions between the ruling
government and the opposition
over India’s diplomatic posi-
tioning in a rapidly evolving
geopolitical landscape.

The criticism adds to the ongo-
ing debate in Parliament, where
opposition parties have been de-
manding greater transparency
and clarity on India’s stance in
the West Asia conflict and its po-
tential impact on the country’s
energy security and economy.

India Has Adequate Crude Oil Supply
Amid West Asia Crisis: PM Modi

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday assured the Ra-
jya Sabha that India has suffi-
cient crude oil reserves and ro-
bust arrangements in place to
ensure uninterrupted fuel sup-
ply, despite the ongoing crisis in
West Asia.

Addressing the Upper House,
the Prime Minister described
the situation in the region as
“worrisome,” noting that the
conflict has disrupted global
trade routes and affected the
supply of petrol, diesel, gas, and
fertilisers. He emphasized, how-
ever, that the government has
taken proactive steps to safe-
guard India’s energy security
and mitigate the impact of the
crisis.

Modi highlighted that India has
significantly strengthened its
strategic petroleum reserves over
the past decade. The country cur-
rently maintains over 53 lakh
metric tonnes of crude oil re-
serves and is working to expand
this capacity further by more
than 65 lakh metric tonnes. These
reserves, along with diversified
sourcing strategies, are helping
India maintain supply stability
during global uncertainties.

The Prime Minister also in-
formed Parliament that the gov-
ernment is actively sourcing
crude oil and natural gas from
multiple regions to reduce de-
pendence on any single supply

route. Efforts are ongoing to en-
sure that shipments continue to
reach India without disruption,
even as tensions persist in key
maritime corridors.

He stressed that India has op-
posed attacks on commercial
shipping and critical infrastruc-
ture, including energy transport
routes. Ensuring safe passage for
oil and gas vessels remains a top
priority, with diplomatic chan-
nels being actively used to facili-
tate smooth transit.

In addition to energy con-
cerns, Modi expressed worry
over the safety of Indian citizens
in the Gulf region. He informed
the House that over 3.75 lakh In-
dians have returned home safely
since the conflict began, as part
of ongoing evacuation and assis-
tance efforts.

Calling for a unified global re-
sponse, the Prime Minister reit-
erated India’s stand on resolving
the crisis through dialogue and
diplomacy. He urged that peace
and stability in West Asia are es-
sential not only for the region
but also for global economic
balance.

Modi cautioned that if the con-
flict continues for a prolonged
period, it could have serious con-
sequences for the global econo-
my. However, he expressed confi-
dence that India’s preparedness,
strong economic fundamentals,
and strategic planning would
help the country navigate the
challenges effectively.

Indian LPG Carriers Navigate Hormuz
Amid Supply Concerns

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Amid ongoing tensions in
West Asia, India has managed
to maintain a crucial lifeline in
its energy supply chain, with
several Indian-flagged LPG car-
riers successfully transiting the
Strait of Hormuz despite
heightened risks in the region.

Two key LPG vessels — Jag
Vasant and Pine Gas — have re-
cently crossed the sensitive
maritime route and are expect-
ed to reach Indian ports later
this week, providing relief amid
concerns of supply disruptions.
Their movement comes at a
time when the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital corridor for global
oil and gas transport, has been
witnessing significant geopo-
litical tensions due to the ongo-
ing conflict involving Iran and
Western powers.

The safe passage of these car-
riers marks an important step
in ensuring continuity of LPG
supplies to India, which relies
heavily on imports to meet do-
mestic demand. Officials noted
that maintaining uninterrupted
transit through the Strait re-
mains critical, as a substantial
portion of India’s cooking gas
requirements is sourced from
the Gulf region.

The situation had earlier
raised alarms after multiple In-
dian vessels, including LPG car-
riers, faced delays or were
stranded in the Gulf due to se-
curity concerns and restricted
movement in the region. At one

point, several ships carrying
large quantities of LPG were
unable to proceed, triggering
fears of a potential supply
crunch back home.

However, recent develop-
ments indicate a gradual easing
of movement, with select ves-
sels being allowed to pass under
close monitoring and precau-
tionary measures. Authorities
are closely tracking ship move-
ments and coordinating with
international stakeholders to
ensure safe navigation for Indi-
an vessels.

The government has also tak-
en contingency steps to manage
any shortfall, including prior-
itising LPG supply for domestic
households and essential ser-
vices. Industrial usage has been
curtailed in some cases to en-
sure that household demand re-
mains unaffected.

Experts note that the Strait of
Hormuz handles a significant
share of global energy ship-
ments, making any disruption a
matter of international con-
cern. For India, which imports
alarge portion of its LPG needs,
the safe transit of carriers is es-
sential to maintaining price sta-
bility and supply continuity.

As tensions persist in the re-
gion, the successful navigation
of Indian LPG carriers offers a
measure of reassurance. Au-
thorities continue to monitor
the evolving situation closely,
with further shipments expect-
ed in the coming days to stabi-
lise supplies.
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Supreme Court Raps Mamata
Govt Over ED Obstruction
Row

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
strongly questioned the West Bengal
government over alleged obstruction of
Enforcement Directorate (ED) officials
during a probe, asking whether officers
lose their rights while performing offi-
cial duties.

The remarks came during a hearing
on a petition filed by the ED against the
West Bengal government led by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee. The central
agency has accused state authorities of
interfering with its investigation dur-
ing raids conducted at the offices of a
political consultancy firm earlier this
year.

A bench of the top court expressed
concern over the situation, terming it
unusual and raising fundamental ques-
tions about the protection available to
officials discharging statutory duties.
The judges asked what remedy would be
available if officers are obstructed while
carrying out lawful investigations, and
whether such interference can be justi-
fied under any circumstances.

The case stems from an incident in
January when ED officials conducting
searches reportedly faced resistance
from state authorities. The agency has
alleged that its officers were restrained
and prevented from carrying out their
duties, prompting it to approach the
apex court for relief.

During the proceedings, the West Ben-
gal government argued that central in-

vestigative agencies like the ED do not
have fundamental rights and ques-
tioned the maintainability of the peti-
tion. It maintained that the matter
should not be treated as a violation of
constitutional rights. However, the
court appeared unconvinced, focusing
instead on whether officials performing
legal duties are entitled to protection
from obstruction.

The bench also indicated that the is-
sue goes beyond a routine legal dispute,
touching upon the balance of power be-
tween state authorities and central
agencies. It stressed the need to ensure
that investigative processes are not hin-
dered, while also maintaining constitu-
tional boundaries.

The confrontation between the ED and
the West Bengal government has been
ongoing, with both sides accusing each
other of overreach. The Supreme Court
had earlier described the situation as se-
rious and emphasised the need to find a
workable solution to prevent such con-
flicts in the future. The matter has now
gained significant political and legal at-
tention, as it raises broader questions
about federalism, institutional authority;
and the functioning of investigative
agencies in politically sensitive cases.

The Supreme Court is expected to
continue hearing the case, with its even-
tual ruling likely to have far-reaching
implications for the relationship be-
tween state governments and central
probe agencies across the country.

Opposition Seeks All-Party Meet on

New Delhi | March 24, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The Opposition on Tuesday demand-
ed that the Centre convene an all-party
meeting to discuss proposed amend-
ments to the Women’s Reservation Act,
seeking greater clarity and consensus
on the way forward.

The demand was led by Mallikarjun
Kharge, who is expected to write to Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Riji-
ju, urging the government to share de-
tailed information on the proposed
changes. Opposition leaders stressed
that a structured discussion is essential
before moving ahead with any amend-
ment to the landmark legislation.

According to sources, opposition par-
ties have insisted that the government
circulate a detailed note outlining the
scope and implications of the proposed
amendments. They believe this will
help facilitate a more meaningful and
informed discussion among all political
stakeholders.

The Opposition has also suggested
that the all-party meeting be held after
the completion of the ongoing Assem-
bly elections, likely by the end of April,
to ensure full participation and focus
from all parties. Leaders said that such
a timeline would allow for a more con-
structive dialogue on a matter of na-
tional importance.

The Women’s Reservation Act, passed
in 2023, aims to reserve one-third of
seats in the Lok Sabha and state legisla-

Women’s Reservation Amendment

Bl A i

tive assemblies for women. However, its
implementation is currently linked to
the completion of the next Census and
the subsequent delimitation exercise,
which has led to delays and ongoing po-
litical debate.

Recent developments indicate that
the government is considering amend-
ments to accelerate the implementation
of the quota. This includes proposals to
delink the reservation from the Census
timeline or to restructure constituen-
cies, triggering concerns and discus-
sions across political circles.

Opposition leaders have maintained
that while they strongly support wom-
en’s reservation, any changes to the ex-
isting framework must be discussed
transparently and with broad consen-
sus. They cautioned against unilateral
decisions that could have far-reaching
implications for electoral representa-
tion and federal balance.

The issue has gained prominence in
Parliament, with both the government
and Opposition acknowledging the need
to enhance women’s representation in
legislatures. However, differences re-
main over the method and timing of
implementation.

Aspolitical consultations intensify, the
proposed all-party meeting is expected to
play a crucial role in shaping the future
of the Women'’s Reservation framework
and ensuring that reforms are carried out
with collective agreement.
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Trump Shifts Responsibility for Iran War

Towards Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth
I.

US President Donald Trump
has indicated that the push for
military action against Iran
may have originated from
within his own administra-
tion, specifically pointing to
Defence Secretary Pete Heg-
seth. His remarks come amid
growing scrutiny over the on-
going conflict and its origins.

Speaking at a public event in
Tennessee, Trump revealed
that Hegseth was the first sen-
ior official to advocate for
launching military operations
against Iran. Recalling inter-
nal discussions, Trump said
Hegseth had strongly support-
ed the idea, arguing that the
US could not allow Iran to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

The comments are being
seen as an attempt by Trump
to shift some responsibility for
the war decision onto the Pen-
tagon leadership. While prais-
ing Hegseth’s decisiveness,
Trump’s remarks subtly dis-
tanced himself from being the
primary driver behind the
escalation.

The conflict, which began
in late February 2026, has rap-
idly intensified, with US forc-
es carrying out extensive
strikes on Iranian targets.
The war has raised global
concerns due to its potential
impact on regional stability,
energy markets, and interna-
tional security.

Interestingly, Trump also
claimed that the United States
is engaged in “very good” and
productive discussions with
Iran aimed at ending hostili-
ties. However, Iranian officials
have denied that any direct ne-

gotiations are taking place,
highlighting ongoing uncer-
tainty around diplomatic
efforts.

Reports suggest that not all
members of the administra-
tion were equally supportive
of military action. Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance, for instance,
was said to be more cautious
compared to Trump and Heg-
seth, indicating internal differ-
ences over the approach to
Iran.

Hegseth, a former military
officer and media personality,
has been one of the most vocal
advocates of strong military
action. He has consistently de-
fended the war, framing it as
necessary to counter Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions and regional
influence.

The timing of Trump’s re-
marks is significant, as the
war enters a critical phase
with no clear end in sight. By
attributing the initial push to

Hegseth, Trump may be at-
tempting to manage political
pressure and criticism over
the conflict’s consequences.

Overall, the episode under-
scores evolving narratives
within the US leadership re-
garding the Iran war. While the
administration continues to
justify the military campaign,
questions remain about deci-
sion-making, accountability,
and the prospects for a diplo-
matic resolution.

Middle East Allies Near Possible Involvement in Iran
Conflict

Recent developments sug-
gest that key US allies in the
Persian Gulf, notably Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), are moving
closer to a more active role
in the ongoing conflict be-
tween the United States and
Iran.

The shift comes after a se-
ries of Iranian drone and
missile attacks on Gulf tar-
gets, including energy infra-
structure and bases hosting
Western forces. These
strikes have intensified secu-
rity concerns in both Riyadh
and Abu Dhabi.

Signs of Escalation

« Saudi Arabia has re-
portedly allowed in-
creased US military ac-
cess to its bases, which
could be used more ac-
tively in operations
against Iran.

+ The UAE has taken
tougher measures
against Iranian inter-
ests, such as freezing or
closing Iranian-linked
entities, and is consider-
ing possible military in-

volvement as Iran’s at-
tacks persist.

« These moves reflect
growing frustration
within Gulf govern-
ments over security
threats and economic
disruptions, particu-
larly near the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical
global o0il transit
route.

Economic and Regional
Impact

The evolving situation has
already impacted markets,
with global oil prices rising as
traders anticipate the possibil-
ity of broader Gulf involve-
ment. Brent crude prices have
climbed above $102 per barrel
due to the uncertainty.

At the same time, Gulf stock
markets have reacted cautious-

1y, reflecting investor concerns
over continued geopolitical
risks in the region.

Regional Alarm and
Strategic Calculations

While Saudi Arabia and the
UAE have long maintained
strong defense ties with the US,
direct participation in the con-
flict would represent a signifi-
cant escalation. Gulf leadership
appears increasingly willing to
support stronger military ac-
tions against Iran if Tehran’s ac-
tions continue to threaten their
security or economic stability:

However, experts warn that
formal involvement in combat
operations would carry consid-
erable risks, including pro-
longed regional conflict and
threats to domestic security.

In summary, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE are edging closer
to a more assertive role in the
Iran conflict, driven by repeat-
ed Iranian attacks and strate-
gic ties with the United States.
The situation remains fluid,
with diplomatic, military, and
economic factors all playing a
crucial role in determining the
next steps.

Mystery Trade Nets F840 Crore in Minutes After Trump’s
Iran Policy U Turn

A highly unusual financial
trade tied to US President Don-
ald Trump’s sudden reversal
of his Iran policy has sparked
intense scrutiny and raised
questions about potential in-
sider advantage or unusually
informed trading.

According to reports, an uni-
dentified investor is believed
to have made an extraordinary
profit of about 840 crore in
roughly 20 minutes by placing
a large bet that anticipated
Trump’s abrupt change in
stance on the Iran conflict. The
trade was executed just before
markets reacted sharply to the
policy shift, allowing the inves-
tor to capitalise on the rapid
movement in prices.

The timing of the transac-
tion has drawn attention be-
cause it appeared to precede
the public announcement by
only minutes, suggesting that
the trader may have had ad-
vance information or access
to insights that weren’t yet in
the public domain. Such a
window of profit in an event-
driven scenario like this is ex-
tremely rare and, at face val-
ue, raises concerns among
market watchers about fair-
ness and transparency in fi-

nancial markets.

In the wider trading ecosys-
tem, examples of big, well
timed block trades before of-
ficial government announce-
ments have been noted in re-
cent months. Some hedge fund
analysts described this as part
of a pattern in which signifi-
cant positions were taken
ahead of major geopolitical
news, particularly those relat-
ed to the ongoing US Iran

tensions.

The incident has triggered a
closer look from financial reg-
ulators and market partici-
pants, who are now examining
whether the trade involved
non public information. If
this were the case, it could po-
tentially point to violations of
insider trading rules, which
prohibit trading on material
information that isn’t publicly
available.

Market dynamics around
geopolitical events are typi-
cally volatile, and traders of-
ten place speculative positions
based on their interpretation
of public signals and emerg-
ing trends. However, the sheer
scale of profit made in such a
compressed time frame makes
this episode stand out.

At the same time, uncertain-
ty around communications
from global leaders has mud-
died investor expectations.
Earlier mixed signals from
Washington about possible
talks or de escalation with
Iran may have amplified mar-
ket reactions when more de-
finitive statements emerged.

Overall, the episode under-
scores how sensitive finan-
cial markets have become to
geopolitical developments
and highlights the challeng-
es regulators face in policing
sophisticated trading behav-
ior around major world
events. The investigation
into this trade and its impli-
cations could lead to broader
discussions on market integ-
rity and the need for robust
surveillance mechanisms in
times of global political
stress.
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Pakistan Steps In as Mediator; US-Iran
Talks May Be Held in Islamabad

Pakistan is emerging as a
key diplomatic player in the
ongoing Iran war, position-
ing itself as a mediator be-
tween the United States and
Iran amid rising global con-
cerns over the conflict.

According to recent de-
velopments, Islamabad is
actively working to facili-
tate dialogue between
Washington and Tehran.
Pakistani leadership, in-
cluding Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Army
Chief General Asim Munir,
has engaged with both
sides in an effort to reduce
tensions and open chan-
nels for negotiation.

Pakistan is reportedly of-
fering its capital, Islama-
bad, as a neutral venue for
potential talks. Discus-
sions are underway to or-
ganize a meeting that could
involve senior representa-
tives from both countries,
with some reports suggest-
ing that US Vice President
JD Vance could participate
if talks materialize.

The mediation effort

——

’ -

comes at a critical time, as
the conflict between the US
and Iran has intensified,
raising fears of a broader
regional war. With direct
communication between
the two countries limited,
backchannel diplomacy
through intermediaries like
Pakistan has become in-
creasingly important.

Pakistan’s unique posi-
tion—maintaining ties
with both the United States
and Iran—has enabled it to
step into this role. It also
has strategic relationships
with Gulf nations, allow-
ing it to act as a bridge in a
highly polarized geopoliti-
cal environment.

There are indications
that these diplomatic efforts
may already be yielding
some results. Reports sug-
gest that behind-the-scenes
mediation involving coun-
tries like Pakistan, Turkey,
and Egypt has contributed
to temporary pauses in
planned military escala-
tions, even though active
conflict continues.

However, uncertainty re-
mains. While the US has
hinted at ongoing or poten-
tial discussions, Iranian
officials have repeatedly
denied that formal negotia-
tions are taking place. This
highlights the fragile and
sensitive nature of the cur-
rent diplomatic efforts.

Experts note that Paki-
stan’s attempt to mediate
reflects both an opportunity
and a challenge. While it
seeks to enhance its diplo-
matic influence and pro-
mote regional stability, its
ability to successfully bro-
ker peace will depend on the
willingness of both the US
and Iran to engage in mean-
ingful dialogue.

Overall, Pakistan’s in-
volvement signals a signifi-
cant shift in the diplomatic
landscape of the Iran con-
flict. If successful, talks in
Islamabad could mark an
important step toward de-
escalation, though much
depends on how the situa-
tion unfolds in the coming
days.

Iran War Becomes the First US
Era Conflict of Social Media
and Information Blackouts

The ongoing conflict be-
tween the United States, Is-
rael, and Iran is being de-
scribed by analysts as the
first major war involving
the US in the age of social
media, creating what many
observers call an “informa-
tion black box.”

Unlike past conflicts such
as Vietnam, where journal-
ists enjoyed significant on
the ground access, today’s
war zone is marked by re-
stricted media coverage and
intentional information
control by all sides. Journal-
ists have far less freedom to
report from frontline areas,
both because of military
controls and because gov-
ernments are increasingly
limiting what can be shared
with the public.

Iran has imposed internet
blackouts inside the coun-
try, cutting off much online
access and hampering the
flow of information out of
the nation. In neighbouring
Gulf states affected by the
conflict, authorities have
banned filming of damage
from attacks and arrested
people who defy these or-
ders. At the same time, Is-

raeli military censors have
tightened media restric-
tions to manage coverage of
its multi front engagements,
including in southern Leba-
non and within Iran linked
theatres.

In the United States, po-
litical leaders have contrib-
uted to the confusion. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
made contradictory state-
ments on social media about
the war’s progress and has
publicly criticised main-
stream news outlets. Mean-
while, senior Pentagon offi-
cials have echoed complaints
that parts of the press are
biased or untrustworthy,
adding to the sense that
clear, reliable reporting is
scarce.

This environment has al-
lowed social media plat-
forms to play a heightened
role. Without trusted, inde-
pendent reporting from in-
side Iran or other conflict
zones, both official state
channels and unofficial on-
line voices have filled the
void. Iranian hardline and
diaspora accounts alike
have used memes, Al gener-
ated videos, and viral posts

to shape narratives about
the war, while Western and
regional sources sometimes
struggle to verify what is
real because of the internet
shutdowns and controls in
place.

Experts warn that this fu-
sion of restricted tradition-
al reporting, digital censor-
ship and rampant social
media content — including
unverified viral material
— makes it very difficult
for observers around the
world to gain an accurate
understanding of the ac-
tual situation on the
ground. Instead of a trans-
parent news flow, the con-
flict’s information land-
scape resembles a “black
box,” where truth, propa-
ganda and misinformation
blur together and compli-
cate public understanding.

This shift highlights how
modern wars are fought not
only with weapons and
troops, but also through
control and manipulation
of information in the digi-
tal age — sometimes leav-
ing people more uncertain
about events than ever
before.
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Markets Rebound Strongly;
Sensex Jumps 1,372 Points, Nifty Ends Above 22,900

Indian equity markets
staged a sharp recovery on
March 24, bouncing back after
the previous session’s steep de-
cline. Benchmark indices end-
ed the day with strong gains,
supported by improved global
sentiment and easing geopo-
litical concerns.

The BSE Sensex surged 1,372
points, or 1.89 percent, to close
at 74,068.45. Meanwhile, the
NSE Nifty 50 rose 399 points, or
1.78 percent, to settle at
22,912.40. Despite some volatil-
ity during the session, the
overall trend remained posi-
tive, reflecting renewed inves-
tor confidence.

Markets opened on a firm
note, tracking positive global
cues, and sustained their up-
ward momentum throughout
the day. The Nifty even crossed
the 23,000 mark during intra-
day trade, driven by consistent
buying across sectors.

One of the key drivers of the
rebound was optimism sur-
rounding geopolitical develop-
ments. Reports suggesting a

temporary pause in US strikes
on Iran’s infrastructure lifted
market sentiment, although
uncertainty persisted due to
conflicting signals from Iran
regarding negotiations.

The rally was broad-based,
with all sectoral indices end-
ing in the green. Auto and IT
stocks led the gains, each ris-
ing around 2 percent. Other

sectors such as banking, met-
als, media, and consumer du-
rables also posted notable ad-
vances, indicating widespread
participation in the uptrend.
Broader markets outper-
formed the benchmark indices,
with mid-cap and small-cap
stocks gaining approximately
2.6 percent each. This suggests
strong investor interest beyond

large-cap stocks and points to
improved overall market
breadth.

Among individual stocks,
key gainers included Larsen &
Toubro, InterGlobe Aviation,
Asian Paints, and Bajaj Fi-
nance. On the other hand,
some stocks such as Coal In-
dia, Adani Enterprises, Sun
Pharma, Cipla, and Power
Grid Corporation ended the
session with losses.

The rally also significantly
boosted investor wealth. The
total market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies in-
creased by nearly 8lakh crore,
reflecting the strong upward
movement in stock prices.

Overall, the sharp rebound
highlights the resilience of do-
mestic equity markets, aided
by supportive global cues and
easing tensions. However, ana-
lysts remain cautious, noting
that volatility may continue in
the near term, and sustained
buying interest will be essen-
tial to maintain the positive
momentum.

Smallcap Al Firm Gains Up to 6% After Securing Government
Healthcare Project

Shares of small-cap IT com-
pany Blue Cloud Softech Solu-
tions surged by nearly 6 per-
cent during intraday trade
after the firm announced a sig-
nificant government-linked
healthcare project win. The
development boosted investor
sentiment and led to increased
buying interest in the stock.

The company received a pur-
chase order from Central Elec-
tronics Limited (CEL), a Gov-
ernment of India enterprise,
to deploy its Al-powered plat-
form, “Access Genie,” within
the Telangana Arogyasree
healthcare ecosystem. This
project marks a key step in ex-
panding the company’s pres-
ence in India’s growing digital
healthcare segment.

field-level assessments and
end-user surveys.

“Access Genie” is designed
to enhance efficiency through

healthcare infrastructure.
Although the company has

not disclosed the financial val-

ue of the order due to confiden-

growing investor confidence in
companies that are tapping
into artificial intelligence and
public sector digitisation op-
portunities. India’s healthcare
sector, in particular, is witness-
ing increasing adoption of Al-
driven solutions, supported by
government initiatives and ris-
ing demand for efficient
healthcare delivery systems.
This order also builds on the
company’s earlier internation-
al engagements in Al-based
healthcare, indicating a con-
sistent push to scale its technol-
ogy offerings across markets.
Analysts believe such develop-
ments could support future rev-
enue growth and improve long-
term business visibility.
Overall, the strong market

The scope of the project in-
cludes implementing artificial
intelligence capabilities across
healthcare facilities under the
Arogyasree scheme. The plat-
form will be used for opera-
tional monitoring, security
management, and data analyt-
ics, along with conducting

features such as real-time
monitoring, Al-driven analyt-
ics, and advanced access con-
trol systems. It also incorpo-
rates technologies like facial
recognition and biometric au-
thentication, aimed at improv-
ing safety, transparency, and
service delivery in public

tiality reasons, the deal is seen
as strategically important. It
strengthens the firm’s posi-
tioning in the domestic health-
tech space and aligns with its
broader growth strategy of lev-
eraging Al solutions in govern-
ment projects.

The stock movement reflects

reaction highlights how con-
tract wins, especially from gov-
ernment-backed entities, can
act as key triggers for small-
cap stocks. As digital health-
care continues to expand in
India, companies with Al capa-
bilities are likely to remain in
focus among investors.

Amir Chand IPO Sees Strong Day 1
Demand; NIl Portion Fully Subscribed,
GMP Remains Modest

The initial public offering (IPO)
of Amir Chand Jagdish Kumar
(Exports) received a strong re-
sponse on its opening day, with
notable participation from non-
institutional investors (NIIs). The
440 crore issue opened for sub-
scription on March 24 and will
close on March 27.

On Day 1, the IPO witnessed
healthy overall subscription lev-
els, largely driven by high-net-
worth investors. The NII segment
was fully subscribed early and
moved into oversubscription ter-
ritory, reflecting strong confi-
dence among this category. How-
ever, retail participation
remained relatively subdued dur-
ing the initial phase of bidding.

The IPO is a book-built issue
consisting entirely of a fresh issue
of shares. The funds raised are ex-
pected to be used primarily for
working capital requirements and
general corporate purposes. The
company is engaged in processing
and exporting basmati rice and
other FMCG products, with a solid
presence in both domestic and in-
ternational markets.

In the grey market, the IPO is
trading at a modest premium. The
grey market premium (GMP) is
around %6 per share, suggesting a
potential listing gain of roughly 3
percent over the upper end of the
price band. This indicates cau-
tious optimism among investors

regarding the stock’s listing
performance.

The price band for the IPO is set
at approximately ¥201-3212 per
share, making it accessible to a
wide range of investors. The is-
sue size and pricing have contrib-
uted to steady interest, especially
from institutional and high-net-
worth segments.

From a financial standpoint,
the company has demonstrated
strong growth. Its revenue has
risen significantly in recent
years, crossing 22,000 crore, while
profits have also shown a sharp
increase. This consistent finan-
cial performance has supported
investor confidence and driven
demand in the offering.

Despite the encouraging re-
sponse from NIIs, the relatively
lower participation from retail
investors and the modest GMP
suggest a balanced market out-
look. Investors appear to be care-
fully evaluating both the compa-
ny’s fundamentals and broader
market conditions before making
investment decisions.

Overall, the IPO has made a sol-
id start, backed by strong interest
from larger investors and stable
financials. Going forward, broad-
er participation across all inves-
tor segments will play a key role
in determining the final subscrip-
tion levels and the stock’s perfor-
mance upon listing.

Manipal Health Files Draft Papers for 8,000 Crore

IPO; Plans Expansion and Debt Reduction

Manipal Health Enter-
prises, one of India’s lead-
ing hospital chains, has
filed its draft red herring
prospectus (DRHP) with the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) to
raise 8,000 crore through
an initial public offering
(IPO). The move marks a
significant step for the Te-
masek-backed healthcare
major as it looks to strength-
en its financial position and
expand operations.

The proposed IPO will in-
clude a fresh issue of equity
shares worth 8,000 crore
along with an offer-for-sale
(OFS) component of over 4.3
crore shares by existing pro-
moters and investors. Key
stakeholders participating
in the OFS include entities
such as Imperius Healthcare
Investments, Manipal Edu-
cation and Medical Group,
and global investors like
TPG and Novo Holdings.

The company may also
consider a pre-IPO place-
ment of up to ¥1,600 crore.
If executed, this could re-
duce the size of the fresh
issue.

Proceeds from the fresh
issue are primarily intend-
ed for debt reduction and
strategic growth initiatives.
A significant portion will
be used to repay borrow-
ings of its subsidiary, Mani-
pal Hospitals, while funds
will also be allocated to-
ward acquiring a minority
stake in Sahyadri Hospitals
and for general corporate
purposes.

Manipal Health operates
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a wide network of multispe-
cialty hospitals across In-
dia, offering services rang-
ing from primary care to
advanced tertiary and qua-
ternary treatments. As of
September 2025, the compa-
ny had around 38 hospitals,
which expands to nearly 48
hospitals on a pro forma ba-
sis, with over 12,000 beds
across multiple states and
union territories.

The company has shown
strong financial perfor-
mance, reporting revenue of
over 8,200 crore and a net
profit exceeding 1,000 crore
in FY25. It has also served
millions of patients annual-
1y, supported by a large net-
work of doctors and health-
care professionals.

Leading investment
banks such as Kotak Mahi-
ndra Capital, Axis Capital,
Goldman Sachs India, JP
Morgan India, Jefferies,
UBS Securities India, and
DBS Bank India are acting
as book-running lead man-
agers for the issue.

The IPO comes at a time
when investor interest in
India’s healthcare sector is
rising, driven by increasing
demand for quality medical
services, higher insurance
penetration, and growing
preference for specialized
care.

Overall, Manipal Health’s
IPO is expected to be one of
the largest in the health-
care space, and its success
will depend on market con-
ditions, valuation expecta-
tions, and investor appetite
at the time of listing.
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Limited Margin Deleveraging
Signals Retail Investor
Resilience Amid Market Fall

Despite a sharp correc-
tion in Indian equity mar-
kets, retail and high-net-
worth investors have shown
notable resilience, as indi-
cated by relatively mild de-
leveraging activity. Recent
data suggests that investors
have not rushed to unwind
leveraged positions, even as
indices witnessed signifi-
cant declines.

Outstanding positions un-
der the margin trading facil-
ity (MTF) dropped by
around 9-10 percent from
their February peak of
¥25,178 crore to approxi-
mately 22,957 crore in
March. In comparison, the
Nifty index fell much more
sharply—by nearly 11 per-
cent during the same
period.

This gap between the ex-
tent of market decline and
the reduction in leveraged
positions highlights a key
trend: investors are not re-
acting with panic selling.
Instead, they appear to be
holding on to their posi-
tions, reflecting confidence

in market fundamentals de-
spite ongoing volatility.

Market experts believe
that such limited delever-
aging is a positive sign.
Typically, in periods of
stress, margin positions
tend to shrink rapidly as in-
vestors are forced to sell as-
sets to meet margin calls.
However, the current sce-
nario indicates a more sta-
ble investor base that is
willing to ride out short-
term fluctuations.

Several global and domes-
tic factors have contributed
to recent market volatility,
including geopolitical ten-
sions, supply chain disrup-
tions, and rising crude oil
prices. Yet, these challenges
have not triggered wide-
spread distress among retail
participants.

According to analysts, the
absence of panic-driven un-
winding suggests that inves-
tors are increasingly adopt-
ing a long-term approach.
Many are using market dips
as buying opportunities
rather than exiting posi-

tions. This behavior marks
a shift from earlier patterns
where corrections often led
to aggressive sell-offs.

Experts also note that if
positive or even neutral
news flow continues, mar-
kets could regain upward
momentum. Projections
suggest that the Nifty could
potentially move towards
the 23,500-23,800 range in
the near term, provided sen-
timent remains stable.

The broader takeaway is
that retail investors are be-
coming more mature and
less reactive to short-term
market swings. Their ability
to withstand volatility with-
out significant deleveraging
is helping stabilize the mar-
ket during corrections.

Overall, the data points to
a healthier market environ-
ment where investor confi-
dence remains intact, even
in the face of external un-
certainties. This resilience
could play a crucial role in
supporting future market
recoveries and sustaining
long-term growth.

Speciality Medicines IPO
Subscribed 2.19 Times; QIB Portion

Booked 96x by Just T

e

The IPO of Speciality
Medicines saw a moderate
overall response but an ex-
traordinary surge in institu-
tional demand, as the issue
was subscribed around 2.19
times on the final day of
bidding.

The 729.14 crore SME IPO,
which was open from March
20 to March 24, attracted
strong interest from select
investors, particularly in
the Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIB) category. The
QIB portion was oversub-
scribed an exceptional 96
times, largely driven by bids
from just two institutional
investors. This sharp con-
centration highlights strong
conviction among a limited
set of large players.

In contrast, participation
from other investor seg-
ments remained relatively
muted. The non-institution-
al investor (NII) category
was subscribed about 1.6
times, indicating moderate
interest from high-net-
worth individuals. Mean-

while, the retail investor
segment lagged significant-
ly, with subscription levels
staying below 0.5 times, re-
flecting cautious sentiment
among smaller investors.

The IPO was entirely a
fresh issue of shares, aimed
at raising funds for business
expansion, working capital
needs, and general corpo-
rate purposes. The company
operates in the specialty
pharmaceutical segment, fo-
cusing on high-value medi-
cines used in treating com-
plex and chronic conditions
such as oncology, neurology;,
and immunology.

The price band for the is-
sue was fixed at ¥117-%124
per share, with a minimum
lot size of 1,000 shares, mak-
ing the minimum invest-
ment relatively high for re-
tail participants. This could
have contributed to the sub-
dued response from the re-
tail category.

Despite the modest overall
subscription, the strong in-
stitutional backing is seen

wo Investors

as a positive signal. How-
ever, the fact that the QIB
portion was dominated by
just two investors raises
concerns about concentra-
tion risk and the lack of
broad-based institutional
participation.

Market observers note
that while the IPO managed
to cross the fully subscribed
mark, the uneven demand
across categories presents a
mixed picture. Strong insti-
tutional interest may sup-
port listing performance,
but weak retail participa-
tion suggests limited enthu-
siasm at the broader market
level.

Overall, the IPO outcome
reflects selective investor
confidence, with large inves-
tors showing aggressive in-
terest while retail investors
remained cautious. The list-
ing performance will likely
depend on how the market
interprets this imbalance in
demand and the company’s
growth prospects going
forward.
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Viral Lookalike Clears the Air:
“I'm Not Epstein, I'm Just Palm
Beach Pete”

A Florida man who recently became
an internet sensation due to his un-
canny resemblance to disgraced finan-
cier Jeffrey Epstein has finally spoken
out, putting an end to widespread on-
line speculation. Known on social me-
dia as “Palm Beach Pete,” the man
found himself at the center of a viral
storm after a short video of him
driving went viral, with many users
claiming Epstein was still alive.

The clip, reportedly filmed on a
highway, showed Pete casually driv-
ing a convertible while wearing a
backward baseball cap. The person
recording the video repeatedly sug-
gested that Epstein had been spotted
alive, fueling conspiracy theories
and sparking millions of views
across platforms. The resemblance
was striking enough that many view-
ers were convinced the controversial
figure had somehow resurfaced.

However, Pete has firmly denied
these claims. In a response video
shared online, he introduced him-
self and addressed the rumors di-
rectly, stating clearly that he is not
Epstein. He explained that he had no
idea he was being filmed at the time
and only realized what had hap-
pened hours later when his phone
was flooded with notifications.

According to him, the sudden at-

tention was overwhelming. What
started as a random moment on the
road quickly turned into a viral phe-
nomenon, drastically changing his
daily life. He revealed that strangers
now recognize him in public, often
approaching him for photos or ques-
tioning his identity.

Pete described the experience as
surreal, noting how quickly misin-
formation can spread online. He ex-
pressed surprise at how easily peo-
ple believed the claims, despite there
being no factual basis behind them.
The incident highlights the power of
social media in amplifying rumors
and the speed at which false narra-
tives can gain traction.

The confusion largely stems from
Epstein’s notoriety and the lingering
public fascination surrounding his
life and death. Epstein, who died in
2019 while awaiting trial on serious
criminal charges, continues to be the
subject of numerous conspiracy
theories.

In the end, Pete’s message is sim-
ple: he is just an ordinary individual
who happens to resemble a well-
known figure. While the internet
may have briefly turned him into a
viral mystery, he hopes his clarifica-
tion will finally put the rumors to
rest.

“One Month, Endless Chaos”: Why
March 2026 Feels Like an Entire Year
Online
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March 2026 has taken over social me-
dia conversations, with many users
joking that the single month feels as
long and eventful as an entire year.
From global tensions to academic
stress and cultural moments, the sheer
volume and pace of events have left
people both overwhelmed and amused.

Across platforms, users have been
sharing memes and posts highlighting
how packed the month has been. Many
point out that major developments—
ranging from geopolitical conflicts to
exam season pressures—have all col-
lided within a short span of time. The
combination has created a sense that
time is moving unusually fast, while
also feeling stretched due to the inten-
sity of daily updates.

One of the biggest contributors to
this feeling is the ongoing global un-
certainty. News related to internation-
al conflicts has dominated headlines,
keeping people constantly engaged
with serious developments. At the
same time, students in many regions
are dealing with crucial exams, adding
personal stress to an already heavy
news cycle.

Social media has amplified this per-
ception. With constant notifications,
trending topics, and viral discussions,
users are exposed to a nonstop stream

of information. What might have once
felt like events spread over several
months are now being consumed with-
in days or even hours. This rapid flow
of content has made March feel unusu-
ally dense and emotionally exhausting
for many.

Memes have played a major role in
shaping the narrative. Users are hu-
morously comparing March 2026 to a
“full year,” sharing posts that list eve-
rything that has happened so far in the
month. Others joke about feeling men-
tally drained, as if they’ve already
lived through several phases of a year
in just a few weeks.

The phenomenon also reflects a
broader trend of how people experi-
ence time in the digital age. With infor-
mation constantly at their fingertips,
individuals are more aware of global
and local events than ever before. This
heightened awareness can make peri-
ods of intense activity feel longer and
more significant.

Ultimately, the online reaction to
March 2026 highlights how perception
of time is influenced not just by the
calendar, but by the volume and im-
pact of events. While the month may
only have 31 days, for many on the in-
ternet, it already feels like they’ve
lived through much more.

OFF BEAT

In a deeply emotional
story of separation and re-
union, a Chinese woman
raised in the Netherlands
has finally met her bio-
logical parents after near-
ly three decades. Her
journey, marked by loss,
uncertainty, and hope,
highlights the power of
persistence and modern
technology in reconnect-
ing families.

The woman, identified
as Hong Yangli, was aban-
doned shortly after birth
under tragic circumstanc-
es. According to reports,
her grandfather, influ-
enced by a preference for
a male heir, took the new-
born away from her moth-
er under the pretense of
caring for her. Instead, he
left the infant in a public
place in a nearby village,
an act that would separate
mother and daughter for
28 long years.

Just two days old, the
baby was discovered cry-
ing by a passerby and tak-
en to a welfare home. She
was left with a small
amount of money, milk
powder, and a note con-
taining her date of
birth—clues that would
later become crucial in
uncovering her identity.
Soon after, she was adopt-
ed by a Dutch couple and

grew up in the Nether-
lands, far removed from
her origins in China.
Despite having a stable
upbringing, questions
about her roots re-
mained. As she grew old-
er, the desire to under-
stand her past and find
her biological family be-
came stronger. In Decem-
ber 2024, she took a sig-
nificant step by
submitting her DNA to a
Chinese database de-
signed to help locate miss-

ing children and recon-
nect families.

The decision proved
life-changing. The DNA
match eventually led au-
thorities to her biological
parents, who had spent
years wondering about
the fate of their daughter.
Her mother revealed that
the day her child was tak-
en away was the last time
she saw her, carrying the
pain of that loss for
decades.

The reunion, when it

V000

www.truepointnews.com

Lost at Birth, Found After 28 Years:
Woman Reunites With Biological Family

finally happened, was
filled with overwhelming
emotions. After 28 years
of separation, mother
and daughter were able
to meet face-to-face,
bridging a gap created by
circumstances beyond
their control. The mo-
ment symbolized closure,
healing, and a second
chance at building a
relationship.

This story sheds light
on the lasting impact of
cultural pressures and

the consequences of gen-
der bias, while also offer-
ing a message of hope.
Advances in DNA tech-
nology are increasingly
helping people uncover
long-lost connections,
turning what once seemed
impossible into reality.
For Hong, the reunion
marks not just the end of
a long search, but the be-
ginning of a new chap-
ter—one that reconnects
her with her past while
shaping her future.

“Find Me a Flat, Get Paid”: Frustrated Bengaluru Tenant’s
Unique Offer Goes Viral

A frustrated house-
hunter in Bengaluru has
caught the internet’s at-
tention after making an
unusual offer—promising
to pay half a month’s rent
to anyone who helps them
find a suitable home. The
post, shared on social me-
dia, reflects the growing
challenges of finding af-
fordable housing in the
city’s competitive rental
market.

The tenant, struggling
to secure a 3BHK apart-
ment, took to Reddit with
a straightforward yet
striking proposal. They of-
fered a financial reward to
literally anyone who could
connect them with a suit-
able property, saying they
were “super frustrated”
after an exhausting
search. The requirement
was specific: a good 2.5 or
3BHK flat in prime areas
such as Koramangala or
HSR Layout.

The budget mentioned
in the post ranged be-
tween 45,000 and 48,000
per month. However, even
with this relatively high
budget, the user found it

extremely difficult to find
a suitable option in pre-
ferred locations. The post
quickly gained traction,
with many users reacting
to both the desperation
and creativity behind the
offer.

Social media users re-
sponded with a mix of
sympathy and realism.
While some shared poten-
tial leads and tried to
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help, many pointed out
that finding a 3BHK with-
in that budget in these ar-
eas is increasingly rare.
The discussion highlight-
ed how rising rents and
high demand have made
house-hunting in Bengal-
uru a stressful experience
for many residents.

The viral post also
sparked a broader conver-
sation about the city’s

rental crisis. Over the
past few years, Bengaluru
has seen a sharp rise in
housing costs, especially
in tech-centric neighbor-
hoods. Many tenants have
complained about inflated
rents, unusual conditions
set by landlords, and lim-
ited availability of spa-
cious homes.

This is not an isolated
case. Similar viral posts

in the past have shown
how renters are often
forced to stretch their
budgets or compromise
on location and ameni-
ties. The increasing de-
mand for larger homes,
particularly 3BHK apart-
ments, has further pushed
prices upward, making
them inaccessible for
many middle-income
tenants.

The tenant’s offer,
though unconventional,
reflects a deeper issue—
how difficult it has be-
come to secure a decent
home even with a sub-
stantial budget. It also
shows how social media is
increasingly being used
as a tool for problem-solv-
ing, where users turn to
the internet for help be-
yond traditional brokers
and listings.

In the end, the post is
both a humorous and tell-
ing snapshot of urban life
in Bengaluru—where
finding the right house
can feel like winning a
jackpot, and sometimes,
even that requires a
reward.

“You’re Underselling Your City”’: Mumbaikar Praises Delhi
After 14 Years

A lifelong resident of
Mumbai has gone viral on-
line after sharing an unex-
pectedly positive experi-
ence of visiting Delhi,
saying the capital is far
better than people often
claim. His remarks have
sparked fresh debate in
the long-standing rivalry
between the two cities.

In a widely shared Red-
dit post, the traveller re-
vealed that he had visited
Delhi after a gap of 14
years and was “humbled”
by how much the city had
improved. What stood out
most to him was the over-
all infrastructure, which
he described as more ad-
vanced and well-planned
than he had anticipated.

One of the biggest high-
lights of his visit was the
city’s metro system. He
praised its scale, efficien-
cy, and connectivity, not-
ing that it made commut-
ing significantly easier
compared to what he was
used to. The metro, in par-
ticular, left a strong im-
pression, contributing to
his changed perception of
the capital.

The visitor also pointed
out that Delhi felt cleaner

than expected. While the
city often faces criticism
for pollution and conges-
tion, he said his personal
experience was quite dif-
ferent. He noticed better-
maintained public spaces
and an overall sense of or-
der that challenged his

earlier assumptions.
Another aspect that sur-
prised him was the weath-
er. Compared to Mumbai’s
humid climate, Delhi’s
conditions felt more pleas-
ant during his visit. This
added to his overall posi-
tive impression and made

his stay more enjoyable.
He also observed differ-
ences in how the two cities
are structured. According
to him, Delhi has a clearer
separation between differ-
ent types of neighbor-
hoods, whereas Mumbai
tends to have a more

mixed urban layout. This
distinction gave Delhi a
more organized feel in his
view.

His post quickly gained
traction, with many social
media users agreeing that
Delhi is often unfairly crit-
icized. Others, however,
pointed out that experi-
ences can vary depending
on the area and time of
visit, and that both cities
have their own strengths
and challenges.

The viral reaction re-
flects how deeply people
identify with their cities,
especially when it comes
to Mumbai and Delhi—
two of India’s most iconic
urban centers. While
Mumbai is known for its
fast-paced life and finan-
cial importance, Delhi is
often associated with its
history, political signifi-
cance, and expanding
infrastructure.

In the end, the travel-
ler’s message was simple
but impactful: sometimes,
cities are judged more by
reputation than reality.
And in his experience,
Delhi turned out to be far
more impressive than he
had imagined.
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Rajasthan Royals Set to Become IPL’s Most

The historic Indian Premier
League franchise Rajasthan
Royals is on the brink of becom-
ing the most costly team in IPL
history following a blockbuster
ownership change ahead of the
2026 season. A consortium led by
US based entrepreneur Kal Som-
ani has successfully agreed to
acquire the franchise in a deal
valued at roughly $1.63 billion
(around %13,600-315,000 crore),
eclipsing previous sales and val-
uations across the league.

This dramatic rise in value
underscores the increasing glob-
al interest in the IPL as not just
a cricket competition, but a ma-
jor commercial and sporting as-
set. The prospective sale, ex-
pected to take effect after the
current season, marks one of
the largest transactions in In-
dian sports and reflects the

massive growth in franchise
valuations over the last two
decades.

The Rajasthan Royals, one of
the original eight teams when
the IPL launched in 2008, have
transformed from being one of
the least expensive sides to now
potentially becoming the most
expensive. Over the years, the
league’s immense popularity,
booming media rights deals,
and commercial success have
driven franchise worth through
the roof, making team owner-
ship one of the most coveted in-
vestments in global sports.

Under the new ownership, the
Royals will look to scale both on
and off the field. The fresh capi-
tal and strategic backing could
lead to enhanced player acquisi-
tion budgets, expanded market-
ing initiatives, and broader com-

Expensive Franchise with $1.63 Billion Sale

mercial partnerships. It also
signals rising investor confi-
dence in Indian cricket’s brand
and long term potential.

Kal Somani, who leads the
winning bidding group, is
known for his ventures in tech-
nology and sports investments.
His entry as the principal figure
in the ownership consortium
highlights the growing appeal of
IPL franchises among interna-
tional investors seeking expo-
sure to both sporting prestige
and financial growth.

The sale concludes a competi-
tive auction process that saw in-
terest from multiple high profile
bidders. The final agreement
represents a significant premi-
um over earlier franchise valua-
tions and demonstrates how
much the cricket league’s eco-
nomic value has grown since its

inception.

For fans of the Royals, this
represents a new chapter for the
franchise. While the team has
enjoyed moments of cricketing
success — including its inaugu-
ral IPL title — it has also faced
challenges and fluctuations in
performance. With fresh leader-
ship poised to take over, support-
ers will be watching closely to
see how this investment trans-
lates into on field success and
brand expansion.

Overall, the monumental sale
of the Rajasthan Royals under-
scores the IPL’s evolution into
one of the world’s most commer-
cially powerful sporting leagues.
The enormous price tag not only
highlights the franchise’s cur-
rent status but also sets a bench-
mark for future valuation trends
in the global sports ecosystem.

RCB Confirm Yash Dayal Will Not Play for Franchise in IPL

In a significant development,
Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) have confirmed that Yash
Dayal, a player recently accused
in arape case, will not be part of
the squad for IPL 2026. The fran-
chise made a statement follow-
ing the media attention around
the allegations, clarifying that
Dayal will not take the field this
season.

The allegations, which have
led to an investigation, have sent
shockwaves through the cricket
community, as Dayal had been
seen as arising talent with great
potential. His exclusion from the
team follows concerns sur-
rounding the impact such accu-
sations might have on the team’s
image, and the integrity of the
league.

RCB has made it clear that the
decision to exclude Dayal was
made in light of the seriousness
of the situation, and they are
committed to upholding the val-
ues of the IPL and the broader
cricketing community. They fur-
ther stated that they are closely
monitoring the investigation

2026 Amid Rape Accusations

and will continue to cooperate
with authorities.

The situation has raised im-
portant questions about how
franchises should handle sensi-
tive matters such as criminal al-
legations and the welfare of
players involved. Dayal’s ab-

sence from the IPL 2026 season
has sparked debate on account-
ability in professional sports
and the importance of maintain-
ing ethical standards within the
sport.

The news has left many won-
dering about the future of the

player in the IPL and whether
the investigation will lead to a
broader review of his career and
reputation. However, for now,
his focus is on resolving the le-
gal issues, while RCB prepares
for the season without his
participation.

Australian Born Ryan Williams Likely to Make India Debut as Khalid
Jamil Names Squad for Hong Kong Qualifier

The Indian men’s football
team has announced its squad
for the upcoming AFC Asian
Cup 2027 qualifiers match
against Hong Kong, and one of
the most notable inclusions is
Australian born winger Ryan
Williams, who is expected to
make his debut for India.

Williams, who qualifies to rep-
resent India through descent,
has been training with the squad
and impressed the coaching
staff with his pace, skill and
adaptability on the flanks. His
selection marks another exam-
ple of India integrating talent
from abroad to bolster its attack-
ing options.

The team has been carefully
selected by head coach Khalid
Jamil, featuring a mix of sea-
soned internationals and prom-
ising young players. Jamil’s
strategy appears focused on
balancing experience with dy-
namic, creative talent capable
of impacting matches in tight
situations — especially impor-
tant in qualifying fixtures
where every point is crucial.

Williams’ possible debut is
generating excitement among
fans who see his flair as an as-

o

set that could inject greater of-
fensive threat into India’s build
up play. His ability to take on
defenders, deliver dangerous
crosses and contribute directly
to goal opportunities adds an-
other dimension to the Indian
attack.

Alongside Williams, the
squad includes several estab-
lished players who have been
mainstays in the national team.
These experienced internation-

als are expected to anchor the
team’s performance, providing
leadership and stability in key
areas such as defence, midfield
control and goalkeeping.
India’s fixture against Hong
Kong is a pivotal one in Group
E of the qualifiers, with both
teams aiming to keep their
hopes alive for advancing to
the AFC Asian Cup finals. The
selectors have underscored
the importance of a united

and focused squad that can
rise to the challenge in a high
pressure environment.

The announcement has also
sparked discussions about In-
dia’s evolving football identi-
ty, with naturalised and de-
scent eligible players
increasingly contributing
alongside home grown talent.
Supporters believe that such
inclusions can help raise the
overall quality of play and
bring fresh tactical options to
the team.

As the squad prepares for
the qualifier, attention will be
on how quickly Williams can
acclimatise to the team’s style
and how head coach Jamil de-
ploys him in what promises to
be a competitive encounter. A
strong performance against
Hong Kong could set the tone
for India’s campaign, boosting
confidence as the team pur-
sues qualification for the con-
tinental showpiece.

Fans are eagerly awaiting
the match, hopeful that Wil-
liams’ debut and the team’s
collective effort will deliver a
positive result in their quest for
a place at the AFC Asian Cup.
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“Should Retire Instead of Playing as
Impact Player”:
Aakash Chopraon MS Dhoni’s IPL Role
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Former Indian opener Aakash
Chopra recently sparked debate by sug-
gesting that legendary cricketer MS
Dhoni should consider retiring rather
than continuing to play as an impact
player in the IPL 2026 season.

Chopra expressed that Dhoni — one
of the most successful captains and fin-
ishers in cricket history — has already
achieved a legacy that few can match.
In his view, continuing in a limited im-
pact player role could dilute the im-
mense reputation Dhoni has built over
two decades. He argued that while Dho-
ni still draws fans and attention, the
nature of his current cricketing contri-
butions may not align with his legend-
ary status.

The impact player rule allows teams
to substitute a stronger batter or bowl-
er at specific stages of a match to influ-
ence momentum. In recent seasons,
Dhoni has been used in this role by the
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) — the fran-
chise he has captained since the IPL’s
inception. However, his on field in-
volvement has been limited compared
to his peak playing years, with shorter
batting cameos and fewer dismissals
behind the stumps.

Chopra’s comments have sparked
varied reactions among fans and crick-
et experts. Some believe Dhoni’s endur-
ing presence adds intangible value
through leadership, mentorship, and
experience — assets that are particu-
larly valuable in high stakes T20 match-
es. Others agree with Chopra that step-

ping away at the right time would
preserve Dhoni’s status as one of the
game’s all time greats.

Dhoni’s career is unmatched in many
respects — from leading India to the
2007 T20 World Cup and the 2011 ODI
World Cup to winning multiple IPL ti-
tles with CSK. These achievements
have etched his place among cricket’s
elite. Yet, as he continues playing into
his 40s, questions about timing and role
have resurfaced.

Critics of Chopra’s view argue that
Dhoni has always defied expectations,
continuing to perform even when odds
were against him. They point out that
Dhoni’s ability to handle pressure, read
game situations, and finish matches re-
mains an asset regardless of age. Many
fans also find value in seeing a beloved
cricketer still compete at the highest
level.

Ultimately, the debate touches on
broader themes about athletes’ career
longevity, legacy preservation, and the
evolving nature of T20 cricket. While
some veterans choose to step aside as
physical skills wane, others transition
into hybrid roles — contributing stra-
tegically in short bursts when needed.

For now, Dhoni’s decision about his
IPL future hangs in the balance. Wheth-
er he continues as an impact player or
decides to hang up his boots entirely,
the cricket world will be watching
closely — and passionately — as one of
the sport’s most iconic careers reaches
its final chapters.

All England Runner Up Lakshya Sen
to Lead India’s Thomas Cup
Campaign

India’s top men’s singles badminton
star Lakshya Sen is set to be the center-
piece of the national team’s challenge
at the upcoming Thomas Cup, Asia’s
premier men’s team badminton cham-
pionship. Sen’s inclusion as the leader
of the squad adds momentum to India’s
hopes of making a deep run in the
tournament.

Sen recently showcased his world
class form by finishing as the runner
up at the prestigious All England Open,
one of the sport’s oldest and most com-
petitive events. His performance there
— taking on the world’s best and push-
ing through high pressure matches —
has bolstered expectations around his
leadership role in the team event.

The Thomas Cup squad also includes
amix of established players and emerg-
ing talent, chosen to balance singles
firepower with strong doubles pairings.
With Sen leading the singles lineup, In-
dia aims to leverage both experience
and momentum as they seek success in
the team competition.

India’s badminton contingent has
been improving steadily on the world
stage, and recent international perfor-
mances suggest growing competitive-
ness against traditional powerhouse
nations. Sen’s form — marked by his
speed, shot variety, and mental resil-
ience — makes him a vital asset for In-
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dia’s prospects.

In team championships like the
Thomas Cup, every match counts, and
having a player of Sen’s calibre at the
top of the card is a significant advan-
tage. Beyond his individual matches,
Sen’s presence also provides confi-
dence to teammates and can inspire
strong performances across both sin-
gles and doubles fixtures.

Badminton fans in India and beyond
will be closely watching the team’s
campaign, as India seeks to build on re-
cent progress and challenge perennial
contenders. The Thomas Cup offers a
different dynamic from individual
events, requiring depth and strategic
player deployment across multiple ties.

Sen’s All England performance has
already signaled his readiness to com-
pete at the highest level, and now he
will look to carry that momentum into
team action. A successful Thomas Cup
run would be another milestone in his
burgeoning career and could signal In-
dia’s growing stature in international
badminton.

With the championship approaching,
preparations are intensifying, and ex-
pectations are high. The Thomas Cup
presents an opportunity for Sen and the
Indian team to shine, showcasing their
talent, unity, and competitive spirit on
one of badminton’s biggest stages.




POINT

m HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, MARCH, 25.03.2026

SCREEN Q0006

www.truepointnews.com

“Our Film Is a Theatrical Experience Driven by Visuals and
Folklore, Like Chandamama Katha Blended With Stylised

Q: Can you tell us about your
background?

Manasa Sharma: Rakasa is my debut
feature film. I made a Bench Life web se-
ries, and I was the creator and writer of
Oka Chinna Family Story. I'm a post grad-
uate and I'm from Srikakulam.

Q: So this is your third project?

Manasa Sharma: No, fourth. I made the
Mad House series in 2018 on YouTube,
then Bench Life, Oka Chinna Family Sto-
ry, and now RakasA.

Q: Is this a majorly comedy film?

Manasa Sharma: It is a fantasy adven-
ture comedy.

Q: Horror?

Manasa Sharma: Well, you might pre-
sume that from the teaser, but after seeing
the trailer releasing tomorrow, you’ll get

/ R

iding on growing digital traction and strong pre-release buzz, Rakasa
is steadily emerging as a distinctive genre-driven entertainer. Head-
lined by Sangeeth Sobhan and Nayan Sarika, and produced by Ni-
harika Konidela under Pink Elephant Pictures in collaboration with
Zee Studios, the film marks the feature directorial debut of Manasa

Sharma. Positioned as a fantasy adventure comedy rooted in folklore and powered by
stylised visuals and evolving technology, the project has drawn attention for

more context. The
film majorly is a
fantasy but blend-
ed it with comedy
and crafted a good
story. Horror acts
as a tool element,
that’s all.

Q: So Rakasa
means?

Manasa

Sharma:
Devil.
Q: Male or
Female?
Manasa
Sharma:
Again, you’ll
get more context
once you see the
trailer tomorrow.

Q: Sangeeth men-

tioned he wasn’t the
first choice.
Manasa Sharma:
Well, it was not pre-
pared for anyone spe-
cific. I went to the
Netflix office for a
meeting and when
they asked for a
genre specific plot,
I shared this line. I was working on anoth-
er idea with Sangeeth which was a fantasy
adventure. When he asked about my meet-
ing with Netflix, I said it went well and
shared the line. He got interested and I de-
cided to go ahead with the theatrical.

Q: What were your challenges as a debu-
tant director?

Manasa Sharma: Since I already made
Bench Life which has 5 episodes, I never
faced any difficulties regarding produc-
tion or any such. The process is almost the
same. But that is OTT and theatrical is dif-
ferent because everything falls upon the
producers. So the responsibility factor
was more for this project. I just want Ni-
harika gaaru and Pink Elephant Pictures
to be happy with this.

Q: How did you impress Niharika?

Manasa Sharma: It’s the story that im-

its unique tonal blend. Ahead of the trailer release, director Manasa
Sharma interacted with print media, sharing insights into the film’s
= concept, making and her journey.

pressed her. We were already associated
with each other and my previous projects
Bench Life and Oka Chinna Family Story
gathered good response. So within the 15—
20 minutes of narration only, we were on
board.

Q: Did you choose Nayan because of
your previous collaboration?

Manasa Sharma: Nayan is actually a di-
rector’s actress. You can see the variation
of her performances in her previous pro-
jects and even in Rakasa it varies signifi-
cantly from Bench Life. She is a great per-
former and that is the only reason we took
her for Rakasa. She was perfect and apt.

Q: Was it done within the budget?

Manasa Sharma: Yeah, I mean for every
project it goes up and down 10% but ours
was within the budget and the producers
are happy.

Q: The project is said to be costly. How
did you handle it as a debutant?

Manasa Sharma: Compared to our pre-
vious projects as a team, yes, it is a higher
budget. But my gut was that me and my
co-writer Mahesh have a good credibility
on OTT because of our previous projects
and it shall be safe on OTT. Even during
the shoot our first priority was to make
sure the budget shall not be crossed at any
cost because there are VFX scenes too. So
we were very agile and conscious through-
out the shoot.

Q: Many recent films are mood and gen-
re-based. How does this differ?

Manasa Sharma: I appreciate all those
movies, but for sure ours is an entirely
theatre film and the trailer releasing to-
morrow proves that. The visuals and the
certain stuff are meant for theatrical ex-
perience. And 90% of the story is fictional,
the comedy and other things, but the core
point is from our folklore. Like mixing
Chandamama Katha with a stylistic tech-
nology adding comedy to it is what this
film is.

Q: We heard that Nagababu gaaru gave
a book to Niharika and she gave that to
you?

Manasa Sharma: No, this is completely
my own writing and creation. I don’t know

Samantha Launches “Idi Prema” Song | @
from Harshith Reddy’s “Deewana” '

from where you heard that information.

Q: What work has gone into VFX?

Manasa Sharma: I was put in contact
with major VFX artists by Pink Elephant
Pictures right from day one and when I
met a few and narrated the plot, Murali
gaaru felt close to this story. His ideas and
inputs were very apt for the plot. He
worked for this and his entire team has
done a great work. We had an on-set super-
visor throughout the shoot and that
helped us make everything without errors
and not crossing the budget.

Q: Why did you choose Sangeeth for this
role?

Manasa Sharma: We choose actors not
just by past works but also on performanc-
es, mannerism and all that really suit our
character. Sangeeth was the best fit.

Q: Who is your inspiration?

Manasa Sharma: B. Vittalacharya
gaaru. I was grown on his films.

Q: VFX usually takes more time. How
did you complete it quickly?

Manasa Sharma: The second half is
high on VFX so we shot that first so that
VEX work gets completed on time. We shot
that and sent it to them. While they were
working it, parallelly we were shooting
the first half.

Q: Why choose fantasy for your debut?

Manasa Sharma: Well unfortunately
that is limited to our industry but outside
like in Hollywood there aren’t any such.
So this idea came up and I proceeded with
it.

Q: What was Niharika’s involvement?

Manasa Sharma: The huge plus of
working with Pink Elephant Pictures is
that they have a very strong production
team. We completed Oka Chinna Family
Story in nine months and even Committee
Kurrollu released in one year. I wanted to
release the project in a year and the Pink
Elephant team were quite great with it.
Niharika gaaru is a very good producer.
She knows the balance right from creative
involvement to director’s freedom to pro-
duction care and values.

Q: What about Sangeeth’s creative
contribution?

Manasa Sharma: He’s just a kid with 2-3
films old. The creative decision comes
only after the whole team involvement
and discussions. So as a team we ex-
changed ideas and discussed various as-
pects but he is a very conscious actor.

Q: Can you talk about the art work?

Manasa Sharma: It is done by Raman-
janeyulu. Because it’s entirely based on
my imagination, from the start itself we
discussed what and how we can do and
with the evolved technology I was able to

The song “Idi Prema” from
the upcoming Telugu film
“Deewana” was recently re-
leased on social media by star
heroine Samantha, followed by
a launch event at Prasad Labs
in Hyderabad attended by
prominent directors Venky At-
luri, Ravikiran Kola, and Nan-
dini Reddy.

After the success of his pre-
vious film Subham, young ac-
tor Harshith Reddy stars as the
hero in Deewana, while Sneha

rector Eshwar Chand, making
his debut, said the producers
and director gave him creative
freedom, allowing him to com-
pose, write lyrics, and even in-
volve actors in dialogue writ-
ing, emphasizing the
collaborative effort behind the
film.Producers Sridevi Kary-
ampudi and Vasudev Koppi-
neni highlighted the courage
and passion behind bringing
Deewana to life. They spoke of
the emotional resonance of the

Venky Atluri, and Ravikiran
Kola lauded the sincerity, pas-
sion, and quality of the film,
emphasizing its potential to in-
spire new filmmakers and re-
vive the celebratory culture of
cinema in theatres.

Lead actors shared their ex-
citement as well. Sneha Mani-
megalai, who plays Ammu,
said she felt honored to debut
in Telugu cinema with such a
heartfelt story. Harshith Reddy
described Deewana as a life-
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“Band Melam” Set to Mak aBig
Impact: Sree Vishnu and Industry

Technology and Comedy”: Manasa Sharma on Rakasa

give my idea more clearly to the art team.
So it was quite a smooth process. Raman-
janeyulu is the production designer and
Vishnu Vardhan is the art director. Both
of them did great work.

Q: Is it going to be a new experience?

Manasa Sharma: I wouldn’t say it is
completely new because the core point or
other factors one might have heard some-
where. But the drive of the plot, charac-
ters, narrative and screenplay—that’s
new.

Q: How did you choose the music
director?

Manasa Sharma: I approached them
with a list that had my choice of crew and
that opened the discussion. Along with
budget constraints there are date clashes
and schedules too. But I was familiar with
Anudeep Dev and his work and knew him
personally. So we went ahead with him
and his work reflected our confidence.

Q: When are you showing it to Ram
Charan gaaru?

Manasa Sharma: That’s in Niharika
gaaru’s hands.

Q: What are your future projects?

Manasa Sharma: Most of them are fan-
tasy related. Hopefully they all pan out
with Rakasa.

Q: What’s the runtime?

Manasa Sharma: Censor is yet to be
done.

Q: Why B. Vittalacharya as
inspiration?

Manasa Sharma: Because of my grand-
mother I saw all his films and they gener-
ated curiosity and excitement in me. He
did all those wonders at that time without
any VFX and that is the reason I got in-
spired by him.

Q: Will you explore more folklore films?

Manasa Sharma: To an extent Rakasa
falls under that category. Hopefully I ven-
ture more into such.

The promotional campaign for Rakasa
has been generating strong digital trac-
tion, with the title glimpse crossing 1.9
million views, the teaser surpassing 3
million views, and all three singles—
“Rapappa,” “Padhe Padhe,” and “Snake
Dance”, crossing the million mark. Head-
lined by Sangeeth Sobhan and Nayan
Sarika, alongside Vennela Kishore, Brah-
maji, Tanikella Bharani, Ashish Vid-
yarthi and Getup Srinu, the film brings
together a vibrant ensemble, with music
by Anudeep Dev, cinematography by Raju
Edurolu, and editing by Anwar Ali.

Blending fantasy; folklore, stylised tech-
nology and comedy into a visually driven
theatrical experience, Rakasa is set for its
worldwide theatrical release on April 3,
2026
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Hrithik Roshan and Ryan Gosling
Connect for Exclusive “Project Hail
Mary” Conversation

In a first-of-its-kind global
interaction, Hrithik Roshan
and Ryan Gosling came to-
gether for an exclusive vir-
tual conversation, delight-
ing fans across continents.
The session highlighted the
shared passion of the two
stars for space, science, and
storytelling, offering a rare
glimpse into their creative
perspectives.

This conversation follows
Hrithik’s recent collabora-
tion video tied to Project
Hail Mary, which has al-
ready captured global atten-
tion. The exchange marks
one of the most exciting
cross-cultural moments in
cinema, uniting two inter-
national icons and giving
fans unprecedented insight
into their artistic worlds.

The discussion centered
on the film itself, with both
actors reflecting on what
makes Project Hail Mary
unique and how its story
resonates with Indian audi-
ences. The conversation
also drew nostalgic paral-
lels to Hrithik’s classic
Koi... Mil Gaya, exploring
how science fiction tran-

scends borders through
emotional storytelling and
universal wonder.

Mutual admiration de-
fined the session, with both
stars praising each other’s
careers and teasing the pos-
sibility of future collabora-
tions, much to the excite-
ment of fans worldwide.

Directed by acclaimed
duo Phil Lord and Christo-
pher Miller, Project Hail
Mary follows Ryland Grace,
played by Ryan Gosling, a
lone astronaut who awak-
ens aboard a mysterious
spacecraft with no memory
of his identity or mission.
The film also features San-
dra Hiiller, Lionel Boyce,
Ken Leung, and Milana
Vayntrub in pivotal roles.

Presented by Amazon
MGM Studios and distrib-
uted by Sony Pictures Re-
leasing International, the
film is set to release in India
on 26 March 2026 in English,
Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu,
including IMAX® and other
premium formats, promis-
ing a cinematic experience
that bridges cultures and
continents.

story, which they believe will
connect with audiences of all
ages, and praised the perfor-
mances of Harshith and Sneha
alongside Eshwar Chand’s mu-
sic.Director Srikanth Sang-
ishetty shared that Deewana
has been a long-cherished sto-
ry for him, inspired by films
like Vasantha Kokila, Tholi
Prema, and 7G Brindavan Col-
ony. He described the film as a
realistic love story focusing on
Munna, a middle-class boy,
promising an emotional cli-
max and a lasting impression
on viewers.

Directors Nandini Reddy,

changing project, recounting
his journey of shooting half
the film without a heroine un-
til the right casting was found.
He compared the film’s poten-
tial impact on his career to
iconic Telugu films like Tho-
1i Prema and Arjun Reddy.
With its music launch
completed and endorse-
ments from industry vet-
erans, Deewana is posi-
tioned as a promising
love story expected to
captivate audiences
this summer.

Manimegalai makes her Telu-
gu debut as the heroine. Pro-
duced by Vasudev Koppineni
and Sridevi Karyampudi un-
der Arha Media and V Studios,
the film is directed by Srikanth
Sangishetty and is touted as a
heartwarming love story set
for a grand theatrical release
this summer.
Choreographer Krishna,
who has worked on several re-
ality shows, expressed his ex-
citement about choreograph-
ing the film, praising the team
for supporting new talent and
confident that all songs will be-
come chartbusters. Music di-

The much-an-
ticipated film
“Band Melam”,
starring Harsh
Roshan and Sride-
vi, is generating ex-
citement ahead of
its March 26 release.
Produced under Kona
Film Corporation and
presented by Mango
Mass Media, the movie
is directed by Satish Jav-
vaji and backed by veter-
an writer-producer Kona
Venkat, with Kavya and
Sravya as producers. A
star-studded pre-release
event was held, attended by
Vijayendra Prasad, VV Vinay-
ak, Bobby, Bandla Ganesh,
Chandrabose, Sree Vishnu,
and Suresh Babu.
Sree Vishnu, known as the
King of Entertainment, praised
the film and its team, saying, “All
the seniors have given their bless-
ings to Band Melam. Roshan is very
talented and will become a big hero.
Sridevi performed excellently in
Court, and I hope she gets more op-
portunities. The film gives positive
vibes, and I hope it becomes a big hit.
Kona garu’s passion for cinema is rare,
and he continues to nurture new
talent.”
Director Bobby highlighted Kona Ven-
kat’s storytelling acumen, praising the

Stalwarts at Pre-Release Event

teaser and performances of Roshan and
Sridevi, while Suresh Babu complimented
the cast, humor, and overall execution. Vet-
eran writer Vijayendra Prasad wished for
the film’s success, emphasizing the produc-
er’s generosity and dedication. VV Vinayak
and Bandla Ganesh also lauded the actors,
director, and Kona Venkat’s commitment to
introducing fresh talent.

Producer Kona Venkat expressed his
pride in the project, crediting relationships
and trust in talented directors. He empha-
sized the film’s emotional climax, compel-
ling story, and the performances of Roshan
and Sridevi. Music director Vijai Bulganin
confirmed the songs and background score
were crafted to resonate deeply with
audiences.

Director Satish Javvaji shared his jour-
ney, recalling struggles before being discov-
ered by Kona Venkat and praising the
team’s collective effort, while Harsh
Roshan said the film would connect with
audiences through humor and emotion.
Sridevi added that the characters Yadagiri
and Rajamma would be cherished by view-
ers, highlighting the appeal of the story
and music.Producer Sravya invited audi-
ences to watch the film together, and previ-
ous collaborators from Court, including
producer Deepthi and director Ram
Jagadeesh, expressed confidence that Band
Melam would make a strong impact.

With its vibrant cast, experienced crew,
and heartfelt storytelling, “Band Melam”
is positioned to become a major hit, offer-
ing entertainment that blends humor, emo-
tion, and memorable music.




