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Revanth Reddy Calls for National Al Leadership
at India-Al Summit

New Delhi, Febru-
ary 20 | TPN Bureau

elangana

Chief Minis-

ter Revanth

Reddy deliv-
ered the keynote ad-
dress at the India-Al
Impact Summit 2026
held at Bharat Manda-
pam, outlining an am-
bitious roadmap for In-
dia to emerge as a
global leader in artifi-
cial intelligence.

Addressing policy-
makers, global technol-
ogy experts, innovators
and industry leaders,
the Chief Minister de-
scribed artificial intel-
ligence as “mankind’s
greatest invention,”
calling the current
phase a transformation-
al moment comparable
to the discovery of fire,
the invention of the
wheel and the Industri-
al Revolution. He con-
gratulated the Govern-
ment of India, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Minis-
ter for Electronics and
IT Ashwini Vaishnaw
for organising the
summit.

He emphasised that
Al represents not mere-
ly technological pro-
gress but a fundamental
shift in human capabil-
ity, combining intelli-
gence, autonomy and
decision-making power.
While earlier innova-
tions enhanced human
physical strength, he
said Al challenges intel-

-

lectual supremacy and,
when integrated with
robotics, creates sys-
tems with both cogni-
tive and physical
abilities.

Call for National Al
Strategy

Highlighting the need
for decisive action, the
Chief Minister said In-
dia must not miss the AI
revolution as it did ear-
lier industrial transfor-
mations. He noted that
although India excelled
in services and soft-
ware, it must now tran-
sition from being pri-
marily a user of global
platforms to becoming a
creator and owner of
core Al technologies.

He urged India to lead
across the full AI value
chain, including GPU
chip manufacturing,
green energy and data
storage, core platforms
and languages, and Al-
driven applications and
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services.
Key Proposals

The Chief Minister
proposed establishing a
National AI War Room
with participation from
both the Centre and
states to monitor rapid
technological develop-
ments, adding that Hy-
derabad is ready to host
such an initiative if ap-
proved. He also called
for a world-class Al
University with cam-
puses across the coun-
try to drive original
research.

Among other recom-
mendations were accel-
erating domestic GPU
manufacturing, inte-
grating India into the
global Al supply chain,
assessing job displace-
ment risks, investing
heavily in re-skilling
programmes, and creat-
ing a National AI Fund
to support start-ups and
youth innovation. He

A Revamh Red,

also proposed setting up
an Al Start-up Village
in Telangana to serve as
a national innovation
hub.

Governance
Framework

To ensure effective
oversight, the Chief
Minister advocated es-
tablishing an India Al
Council, similar to the
GST Council or NITI
Aayog, along with a
dedicated AI Ministry
to frame regulations,
prevent misuse and
promote ethical de-
ployment for social
justice and poverty
alleviation.

Concluding his ad-
dress, Revanth Reddy
invited global institu-
tions and industry lead-
ers to collaborate with
Telangana in advancing
Al innovation, position-
ing the state as a key
partner in India’s digi-
tal future.

Sridhar Babu Says Telangana to Become Model for Digital Governance

New Delhi, February 20 |
TPN Bureau

elangana IT and In-

dustries Minister D.

Sridhar Babu on Fri-

day said the State is
striving to emerge as a national
model for digital governance by
harnessing advanced technolo-
gies such as Artificial Intelli-
gence, quantum computing and
blockchain.

Speaking at the India Al Im-
pact Summit 2026 held at Bharat
Mandapam, the minister em-
phasised that technology is be-
ing positioned as a core driver
of transformation under the
State’s long-term Telangana
Rising 2047 vision. He noted
that the government is actively
integrating digital tools with
public services to improve effi-
ciency, transparency and acces-
sibility for citizens.

Sridhar Babu said the admin-
istration is focused on bridging
the gap between the govern-
ment and the public through
technology-enabled govern-

ance, ensuring faster service
delivery and better responsive-
ness. He highlighted that digital
transformation is not only
about innovation but also about
making governance more inclu-
sive and citizen-centric.
Listing key initiatives, the
minister pointed to ambitious
projects such as Bharat Future
City, AI City, AI University, Al-
KAM, the Al-driven Telangana
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Digital Exchange, and Bhu
Bharati, which are designed to
strengthen the State’s digital
ecosystem. According to him,
these initiatives collectively
aim to build robust digital infra-
structure while enabling data-
driven decision-making across
departments.

Emphasising inclusive inno-
vation, Sridhar Babu said the
government is exploring the

use of Agentic Al to ensure that
technological advancements
benefit all sections of society,
particularly marginalised com-
munities. He added that the fo-
cus is on responsible adoption
of emerging technologies to
maximise public good while
maintaining ethical standards.

The minister further stated
that Telangana is expanding
the use of digital technologies
across multiple sectors, includ-
ing agriculture, climate resil-
ience, healthcare, sustainable
urban development, clean en-
ergy and disaster manage-
ment. He said these efforts are
intended to build a resilient
and future-ready economy ca-
pable of addressing complex
challenges.

Concluding his remarks,
Sridhar Babu reiterated that
Telangana’s goal is not just to
adopt new technologies but to
lead in digital governance inno-
vation, setting benchmarks for
other States to follow while en-
suring that growth remains in-
clusive and sustainable.

Court Returns Charge Sheet in Sandhya Theatre Stampede Case

Hyderabad, Feb 20 |
TPN Bureau

city court has

returned the

charge sheet

filed in con-
nection with the stam-
pede incident at Sandhya
Theatre, bringing re-
newed focus to the case
linked to actor Allu
Arjun.

The incident dates
back to December 2024,
when a massive crowd
gathered at the theatre
during a special screen-
ing event of the block-
buster Pushpa 2: The
Rule. The overwhelming
turnout led to chaos and
a stampede outside the
venue, resulting in the
death of a woman and se-
rious injuries to a child.
The tragedy sparked
widespread concern over
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crowd management and
safety arrangements at
high-profile film events.
Following the inci-
dent, police registered
cases against several
parties, including mem-
bers associated with the
event’s organisation, the-
atre management and se-
curity staff. Investiga-
tors later filed a charge
sheet detailing the se-
quence of events, alleged
lapses in crowd control
measures and the roles
of those involved.
However, during a re-
cent hearing, the court
returned the charge
sheet, reportedly point-
ing out procedural defi-
ciencies and asking in-
vestigators to address
them before resubmit-
ting the document. Legal
experts note that such
returns are not uncom-

mon and typically occur
when courts seek addi-
tional clarity, correc-
tions or supporting ma-
terial to ensure the case
proceeds on solid legal
grounds.

The development is ex-
pected to delay the next
stage of the judicial pro-
cess, as authorities will
now review the court’s
observations and revise
the report accordingly.
Officials have not dis-
closed specific details of
the shortcomings but in-
dicated that the required
corrections will be
made.

The stampede had trig-
gered intense public de-
bate at the time, with dis-
cussions focusing on the
responsibilities of event
organisers, security pre-
paredness and the need
for stricter enforcement
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of safety norms during
celebrity appearances.
In the aftermath, city au-
thorities also reviewed
guidelines for managing
large gatherings at thea-
tres and public venues.
Meanwhile, the case
continues to draw atten-
tion given its legal and
public safety implica-
tions. Once the revised

charge sheet is filed and
accepted, the court is ex-
pected to proceed with
further hearings.
Investigators are cur-
rently working on incor-
porating the necessary
changes, and further de-
velopments are antici-
pated in the coming
weeks as the legal pro-
cess moves forward.
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Harish Rao Launches Free
‘Udyoga App’ for Siddipet Youth

Siddipet, Feb-
ruary 20 | TPN
Bureau

Thursday launched
the free online coach-
ing platform “Harish
Anna Udyoga App”
aimed at helping
youth in Siddipet pre-
pare for competitive
examinations and se-
cure employment
opportunities.

Speaking after inau-
gurating the initiative,
Harish Rao said the
app was designed to
provide high-quality
coaching at no cost,
easing the financial
burden on students
who otherwise spend
significant amounts
on private coaching in
cities like Hyderabad.
He described the plat-
form as a ‘“game
changer” that could
boost confidence
among aspirants and
help them plan their
preparation more
effectively.

The MLA empha-
sised that Siddipet had
been transformed into
a major educational
hub with the estab-
lishment of multiple
institutions, including

medical, paramedical
and nursing colleges,
along with an IT Tow-
er generating local
employment. He said
the region’s growth in
education and infra-
structure was part of
a broader vision to
create opportunities
closer to home for
young people.

Encouraging stu-
dents to aim higher,
Harish Rao said youth
should not limit them-
selves to seeking jobs
but strive to become
entrepreneurs who
create employment for
others. He urged them
to avoid distractions
such as excessive mo-
bile phone usage and
focus on disciplined
study, noting that a
year of dedicated ef-
fort could significant-
ly change their
future.

Highlighting inspir-
ing examples, he said
children from modest
backgrounds—includ-
ing those of tailors
and auto drivers—had
gone on to secure med-
ical seats and pursue
professional careers,
proving that determi-
nation and hard work
can overcome econom-
ic barriers. He
stressed that poverty
should never be seen

as a limitation and
called on students to
compete confidently
in an increasingly
competitive world.

The former minis-
ter also recalled his as-
sociation with the
Government Degree
College in Siddipet,
noting its historical
significance and con-
tribution to public life.
He praised faculty and
staff for their role in
maintaining academic
standards and nurtur-
ing talent over the
years.

Harish Rao said the
app would offer struc-
tured preparation,
guidance and resourc-
es tailored for govern-
ment job aspirants.
He urged students to
make full use of the
platform, saying
consistent effort and
a clear strategy
were key to success
rather than the
number of years
spent preparing.

Concluding his ad-
dress, he expressed
hope that the initia-
tive would empower
youth across Siddipet
to achieve their career
goals and build a bet-
ter future, while also
contributing to the re-
gion’s continued
progress.

Tummala Nageswara Rao Highlights
Telangana Agri-Tech at Global Al Summit

New Delhi, February 20 |
TPN Bureau
elangana’s
growing lead-
ership in
technology-
driven agriculture re-
ceived international
recognition at the India
AI Impact Summit held
at Bharat Mandapam,
with Agriculture Minis-
ter Tummala Nag-
eswara Rao stating that
the State continues to
remain at the forefront
of integrating technol-
ogy into farming.

The minister said it
was a matter of pride
that Telangana’s digital
agriculture initiatives
and technological inno-
vations were discussed
on a global platform,
drawing appreciation
from international ex-
perts, including a Ger-
man agricultural coun-
sellor. He credited the
forward-looking vision
of Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy for acceler-
ating technology-led re-
forms in the agriculture
sector.

The discussion took
place during a high-lev-
el session on “Stand-
ards & Policy Pathways
for Scaling AI-Enabled,
Farmer-Centric Agri-
food Systems,” jointly
organised by the Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) and
Germany’s Fraunhofer
Heinrich Hertz Insti-
tute. Global policymak-
ers, scientists and in-
dustry experts
deliberated on govern-
ance frameworks,
standards and the adop-
tion of farmer-centric
Al solutions.

Experts noted that
challenges such as frag-
mented farmer identifi-
cation systems, incon-
sistencies in land
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records, lack of interop-
erability between plat-
forms and scattered ad-
visory services have
slowed agricultural dig-
italisation. They em-
phasised the need for a
comprehensive Digital
Farm Infrastructure
(DFI) built on common
standards to enable
seamless integration of
services.

During the session,
Telangana’s ACRAT
(Accelerating Climate-
Resilient Agriculture in
Telangana) project was
highlighted as a model
initiative. Implemented
through collaboration
between the Professor
Jayashankar Telangana
State Agricultural Uni-
versity, the AgHub
Foundation and global
partners, the project in-
tegrates farmer regis-
tries, land data, crop in-
formation, scientific
advisories and market
interfaces on a unified
digital platform aligned
with international
standards.

Speaking after the
session, the minister

said Telangana has al-
ready introduced sev-
eral technology-based
interventions, includ-
ing mobile fertiliser
booking systems, satel-
lite mapping, IoT sen-
sors, crop forecasting
tools and weather-based
advisory services to
support farmers. He
added that a pilot pro-
gramme using satellite
imagery to detect soil
nutrients and analyse
them through AI model-
ling is underway and
will soon be scaled up
across the State to pro-
vide precise soil in-
sights and crop
recommendations.

Reiterating that Tel-
angana’s experience
can serve as a blueprint
for both India and the
world, Tummala said
the State will continue
to lead in technology-
enabled agricultural re-
forms, aiming to im-
prove productivity,
sustainability and
farmer incomes while
building a resilient ag-
ri-ecosystem for the
future.
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CM Cup 2026 Kicks Off at
Gachibowli, Vakiti Srihari Felicitates
Athletes

o e el i N s Srasanna,

Gachibowli Stadium, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

The second edition of the CM
Cup 2026 was inaugurated with
grandeur at Gachibowli Stadium
on Friday, with Telangana Minis-
ter for Animal Husbandry, Dairy
Development, Fisheries, Youth
Services and Sports Vakiti Sri-
hari leading the opening ceremo-
ny and felicitating distinguished
athletes.

During the event, the Minister
honoured medal-winning athletes
associated with the National Mas-
ters Athletes Association who
have achieved international, na-
tional and state-level recognition
across various disciplines. He
lauded their dedication and per-
severance, noting that athletes
aged between 30 and over 70 years
had brought laurels to both India
and Telangana on global
platforms.

Vakiti Srihari urged the young-
er generation to draw inspiration
from these athletes, emphasising
that their achievements demon-
strate how discipline, commit-
ment and passion for sports can
lead to excellence at any stage of
life. He said the government re-
mains committed to promoting
sports culture and providing op-
portunities for athletes across age
groups.

The inauguration ceremony
witnessed the presence of Shiva-
sena Reddy, Chairman of the
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State Sports Authority, and Sony
Bala Devi, Managing Director of
the Sports Authority, along with
senior officials from the sports
department.

The programme began with the
rendition of the national song
“Vande Mataram” followed by the
Telangana state song “Jayahe Tel-
angana,” formally marking the
commencement of the CM Cup
2026 celebrations. The ceremony
reflected a strong sense of sport-
ing spirit and cultural pride.

A ceremonial march-past by
students representing schools
and colleges from all 33 districts
of Telangana added colour to the
occasion. The Minister received
the guard of honour, acknowledg-
ing the enthusiasm and participa-
tion of young athletes who turned
up in large numbers for the event.

Officials said the CM Cup aims
to identify and nurture sporting
talent at grassroots level while
encouraging youth participation
in competitive sports. The tour-
nament is expected to host multi-
ple sporting disciplines and pro-
vide a platform for emerging
athletes to showcase their skills.

With enthusiastic participation
and strong administrative sup-
port, the second edition of the CM
Cup is set to reinforce Telanga-
na’s focus on sports development
and community engagement
through large-scale sporting
initiatives.

Oil Palm Expansion to Boost Farmers’
Incomes: Tummala
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Kamareddy, February 20 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Agriculture Minis-
ter Tummala Nageswara Rao on
Friday said oil palm cultivation is
set to usher in a new phase of
prosperity for farmers in the
State, as the government intensi-
fies efforts to expand the crop’s
coverage.

The minister was speaking af-
ter participating as chief guest in
a mega oil palm plantation pro-
gramme held at Palvancha Marri
village in Palvancha mandal of
Kamareddy district. The initia-
tive was organised jointly by the
Horticulture Department and
Hindustan Unilever Limited.
Tummala planted oil palm sap-
lings in a six-and-a-half-acre farm
belonging to local farmer Sin-
gireddy Balaram to mark the
occasion.

Addressing farmers, the minis-
ter said oil palm offers long-term
financial security compared to
traditional crops, which often ex-
pose cultivators to losses due to
fluctuating market prices and cli-
matic uncertainties. He noted that
for India to achieve self-sufficien-
cy in palm oil production, nearly
70 lakh acres must be brought un-
der oil palm cultivation
nationwide.

According to the minister, oil
palm is currently grown on about
2.88 lakh acres in Telangana.
Since the present government as-
sumed office, as many as 32,923
farmers have taken up the crop
across 1,05,455 acres. For the cur-
rent financial year, the State has
allocated %456 crore to expand cul-
tivation to 1.25 lakh acres.

Tummala said two processing
mills are already operational in

Bhadradri Kothagudem district
under Oil Fed, while a new factory
in Narmetta of Siddipet district
has been completed and will soon
become operational. He added
that farmers can earn additional
income by cultivating intercrops
during the initial years, as oil
palm begins yielding in about
four years and can provide re-
turns for 30 to 40 years.

The minister also highlighted
government incentives, stating
that farmers taking up oil palm
cultivation are being provided
saplings, fertilisers and drip irri-
gation facilities on subsidy. A fi-
nancial assistance of 751,000 per
acre is being extended, he said,
urging farmers to take advantage
of the scheme. He estimated that
farmers could earn up to 72 lakh
per acre annually once the crop
stabilises, noting that the crop
also offers assured market
support.

Telangana Agriculture Advisor
and Banswada MLA Pocharam
Srinivas Reddy called upon farm-
ers in Kamareddy district to emu-
late Khammam and Kothagudem
districts in expanding oil palm
cultivation.

Representing the company,
Varun Mehta of Hindustan Unile-
ver said the firm is extending full
support in cultivation and mar-
keting and is offering an addition-
al 25,000 incentive towards drip
irrigation support.

Officials from the Horticulture
Department, district administra-
tion and company representatives
were present at the programme,
which drew participation from a
large number of farmers from the
region.

TELANGANA

Hyderabad, February 20, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Senior BRS leader and
former minister T. Harish
Rao on Thursday launched
a sharp attack on the state
government over the ongo-
ing difficulties faced by
farmers in accessing urea,
accusing the administra-
tion of adopting “impracti-
cal and insensitive”
policies.

Addressing the media,
Harish Rao alleged that the
government’s decision to
distribute urea through a
mobile application instead
of conventional retail chan-
nels has created wide-
spread hardship, particu-
larly among small and
marginal farmers. He ques-
tioned whether the distress
calls of farmers were reach-
ing Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, saying the
policy had failed to account
for ground realities.

The former minister said
the situation was not limit-
ed to a single region but
was visible across the state,
citing Yadadri Bhuvanagiri
district as one of the areas
where farmers were report-
edly struggling to secure
fertilizer supplies. Accord-
ing to him, the scenes of
farmers waiting in long
queues were reminiscent of
earlier shortages, contra-
dicting the government’s
claims of reform and im-
proved delivery systems.

Harish Rao also high-
lighted the digital divide in

rural areas, arguing that
lakhs of farmers either do
not own smartphones or
are unfamiliar with app-

based systems. Implement-
ing such a mechanism with-
out adequate infrastructure
and awareness, he said, re-

flects a lack of sensitivity
toward the farming com-
munity. He added that the
issue has triggered anger
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T.Harish Rao Slams Government Over Farmers’ Urea
Shortage

among cultivators, who de-
pend on timely fertilizer
availability during the crop
season.

Demanding immediate
corrective steps, the BRS
leader urged the govern-
ment to scrap the app-based
distribution model and re-
store the earlier system of
supplying urea through fer-
tilizer shops without re-
strictive conditions. He
said ensuring uninterrupt-
ed fertilizer supply is cru-
cial to protect crop yields
and farmers’ incomes.

Harish Rao further
warned that if the govern-
ment fails to respond swift-
ly, protests could intensify
across Telangana, as frus-
tration among farmers
continues to grow. He
called on the administra-
tion to engage directly
with farmer groups and ag-
ricultural experts to design
a more practical distribu-
tion framework.

The remarks have added
fresh political heat to the
fertilizer supply issue, with
the government yet to issue
a detailed response. The
controversy is expected to
remain a key talking point
in the state’s political dis-
course in the coming days,
as farmer organisations
and opposition parties con-
tinue to press for policy
changes.

If you want, I can also
provide a headline variant
or a more neutral policy-
analysis version.

Seethakka Unveils ‘Goddess of Folk - Sammakka Saralamma
Jatara' Coffee Table Book

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

A coffee table book titled
“Goddess of Folk — Samm-
akka Saralamma Jatara”
was unveiled at Praja
Bhavan on Thursday, cele-
brating the rich cultural
and spiritual heritage of
the iconic Medaram tribal
festival. The launch ceremo-
ny was attended by promi-
nent dignitaries, retired
civil servants, and cultural
enthusiasts, highlighting
the importance of docu-
menting Telangana’s living
traditions.

Minister Seethakka, who
attended the event as the
chief guest, formally re-
leased the book and com-
mended the efforts behind
its creation. She congratu-
lated the Kakatiya Heritage
Trust for compiling a visu-
ally compelling publication
that preserves the essence
of the Sammakka Saralam-
ma Jatara, one of the larg-
est tribal congregations in
the world. She noted that
such initiatives play a vital
role in safeguarding indig-

enous history and passing it
on to future generations.

The coffee table book
stands out for its rare and
evocative photographs cap-
turing the vibrant rituals,
devotional fervour, and cul-
tural diversity witnessed
during the Medaram Jata-
ra. From the sea of devotees
to the sacred ceremonies
performed deep in the for-
est region, the visuals pre-
sent a powerful narrative of
faith and community spirit.
Organisers said the publica-
tion aims to serve both as a
collector’s edition and a ref-
erence document for schol-
ars, students, and cultural
historians.

In her address, the minis-
ter emphasised that the
Sammakka Saralamma tra-
dition represents the iden-
tity and pride of Telanga-
na’s tribal communities.
She said documenting such
festivals not only honours
their legacy but also helps
introduce the richness of
folk culture to a wider audi-
ence at national and inter-
national levels.

Several retired IAS and
IPS officers, along with not-
ed cultural figures, attended
the programme and appre-
ciated the initiative. Speak-
ers highlighted that the
book will contribute to
greater awareness about the
historical and social signifi-
cance of the festival, which
symbolises resistance, cour-

age, and devotion.
Seethakka also praised
the photographers whose
work forms the heart of the
publication, acknowledging
their dedication in captur-
ing rare moments from the
Jatara. As a gesture of ap-
preciation, members of the
heritage trust and photog-
raphers were felicitated

with shawls during the
ceremony.

Organisers expressed
hope that the book will in-
spire more efforts to docu-
ment Telangana’s folk tradi-
tions and ensure that the
stories of its people contin-
ue to be celebrated and pre-
served for generations to
come.

BRS Leaders Criticise Kadiyam Srihari at Telangana Bhavan

Hyderabad | TPN Bureau

Leaders of the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) on
Thursday launched a sharp
political attack on Kadiyam
Srihari during a press inter-
action held at Telangana
Bhavan, accusing him of
opportunistic politics and
betrayal of party
leadership.

Former MLA Nannap-
aneni Narender alleged that
Srihari’s recent remarks
against BRS leadership
were inconsistent with his
own political journey,
claiming he had benefited
from key positions in the
past. Narender said the par-
ty cadre and supporters
were closely watching the

developments and demand-
ed that Srihari clarify his
stand before the public.
Several speakers at the
briefing accused the senior
leader of frequently switch-
ing political loyalties and
questioned his criticism of
former Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR).
They asserted that KCR had

played a major role in Sri-
hari’s political rise, citing
his appointments to promi-
nent posts over the years.
The leaders also took ex-
ception to Srihari’s com-
ments on the current gov-
ernment led by Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy, al-
leging that his statements
were politically motivated.

They called on him to “re-
spect the mandate” and ac-
cused him of undermining
party workers.

BRS representatives
Kommula Narender and
Bommera Rammurthy ech-
oed similar sentiments, say-
ing Srihari should apolo-
gise to party leadership for
his remarks. They also
urged him to resign from
his legislative position if he
wished to pursue a different
political path, stating that
ideological clarity was im-
portant in public life.

Throughout the interac-
tion, speakers emphasised
loyalty to party leadership
and highlighted what they
described as the BRS gov-
ernment’s contributions to
Telangana’s development.
They said the party would
continue to counter criti-
cism politically and take its
message to the people.

The episode reflects in-
tensifying political ex-
changes in Telangana as
parties sharpen their rheto-
ric ahead of future electoral
battles, with both sides
seeking to consolidate their
support bases.
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BRSV Protest Against Arrest of
Balka Suman
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Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN Bureau

Protests broke out at Osma-
nia University after members
of the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi’s student wing staged
a demonstration opposing the
arrest of former MLA and stu-
dent leader Balka Suman. The
protest took place near the
NCC Gate, where activists
raised slogans against the
state government and burned
effigies of Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy and Minister
Vivek.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by BRSV leaders who
alleged that Suman’s arrest
was politically motivated. Po-
lice maintained a presence on
campus to monitor the situa-
tion and ensure law and order,
while the protest concluded
without major incidents.

Speaking at the protest,
BRSV State General Secretary
Chatari Dasarath accused the
ruling Congress of attempting
to undermine democratic pro-
cesses despite what he called a
clear public mandate in favour
of the BRS in Kathanapalli. He
alleged that the government
was trying to take control of
local bodies through “undemo-
cratic methods” rather than
respecting the people’s
verdict.

Dasarath also criticised sen-
ior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, saying it was disap-
pointing that he had not react-
ed to the political develop-
ments in Telangana. He
claimed that while Congress
leaders speak about protecting

constitutional values at the na-
tional level, the situation in
the state reflected a different
reality.

The student leader further
alleged that since the Congress
came to power, incidents of po-
litical pressure and intimida-
tion had increased. He claimed
that in municipalities where
results were hung, attempts
were made to influence elected
representatives through in-
ducements or threats, thereby
disregarding the electorate’s
mandate.

Referring to Kathanapalli
municipality, he said the Con-
gress had won only a handful
of seats but was still trying to
form the administration by us-
ing its authority. He main-
tained that the municipality
rightfully belonged to the BRS
and reiterated that Balka Su-
man’s arrest was unjustified.

Several BRSV leaders, in-
cluding Jangaiah, Katam Shi-
va, Kompalli Naresh, Srinu
Naik, Srikanth Mudiraj, Na-
gender Rao, Nikhil Patel,
Rakesh and Sai Goud, took
part in the protest and de-
manded the immediate release
of Suman and withdrawal of
cases against him.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the state govern-
ment on the allegations. The
episode highlights intensify-
ing political tensions in Telan-
gana, with university campus-
es once again emerging as
focal points of political
mobilisation.

AICC Praise for Revanth Govt a Matter
of Pride: TPCC Leader Dayakar

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) General
Secretary Chanagani Dayakar
said the appreciation expressed
by the All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) for the state gov-
ernment’s performance reflects
the growing recognition of
what he described as “people-
centric governance” under
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy.

Speaking to the media, Daya-
kar said the commendation
from national leadership was a
matter of pride for the state
and its people. He stated that in
the two years since the Con-
gress assumed office, welfare
initiatives and a focus on social
justice had increased public
support for the government.

He credited the municipal
election outcomes to what he
termed the collective efforts of
the Chief Minister and the cab-
inet, saying the results reflect-
ed public confidence in the ad-
ministration’s policies.
According to him, develop-
ment that had not material-
ised over the previous decade
was being achieved within a
short span under the present
government.

Dayakar also took a swipe at
BRS leader T. Harish Rao, ques-
tioning why the opposition was
critical when AICC leaders
praised the state’s governance.
He said criticism from the op-
position stemmed from politi-
cal frustration rather than sub-
stantive issues.

Drawing comparisons be-
tween parties, he said the Con-
gress functioned on democratic
principles, while alleging that
opposition parties lacked inter-

nal democracy. He asserted that
both the BRS and the BJP
would find it difficult to com-
pete with the Congress in the
state’s political landscape,
claiming that the BJP was
struggling to expand its elec-
toral footprint in Telangana.

The TPCC leader said the
Chief Minister had proven his
administrative capability and
earned recognition as a dynam-
ic and effective leader. He added
that several governance initia-
tives were in the pipeline and
described them as major inno-
vations that would further
strengthen the state’s develop-
ment trajectory.

Expressing confidence about
future electoral prospects, Day-
akar predicted that the Con-
gress would secure a decisive
mandate in the next elections.
He also said the party expected
results similar to municipal
polls in other local body elec-
tions, including the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corpora-
tion, citing what he called
consistent public support.

He further alleged that the
opposition was raising issues
primarily in areas where it had
not performed well electorally
and accused some leaders of
making “politically motivated”
statements. According to him,
such reactions indicated that
rival parties were struggling to
maintain relevance.

Dayakar concluded by saying
the Congress government
would continue focusing on
governance and welfare while
leaving electoral verdicts to the
people, whom he said had al-
ready begun endorsing the ad-
ministration’s performance.

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

BRS MLA Palla Rajesh-
war Reddy launched a scath-
ing attack on senior politi-
cian Kadiyam Srihari,
strongly condemning his
recent comments against
former Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao (KCR).

In a strongly worded
statement, the Jangaon leg-
islator said Srihari’s re-
marks were “highly objec-
tionable” and amounted to a
personal attack on a leader
who had played a pivotal
role in Telangana’s political
history. He alleged that Sri-
hari’s statements reflected
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political opportunism and
accused him of repeatedly
changing loyalties for per-
sonal gain.

Reddy said Srihari had
enjoyed a long political ca-
reer under multiple leader-
ships, recalling his associa-
tion at different times with
N. T. Rama Rao, N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, KCR, and
now Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy. He alleged that
despite receiving several op-
portunities, including min-
isterial and legislative posi-
tions, Srihari was now
targeting the very leader-
ship that had supported his
political rise.

According to the MLA,

KCR had given Srihari sig-
nificant political space and
responsibilities, which
helped him remain rele-
vant in public life. Criticis-
ing Srihari’s latest com-
ments, Reddy described
them as “ungrateful” and
said leaders should show
restraint and maintain dig-
nity while expressing po-
litical differences.

He further accused Sri-
hari of attempting to gain
political mileage by making
provocative statements and
said such rhetoric under-
mines healthy democratic
debate. Reddy emphasised
that personal attacks and
harsh language only lower

the standards of political
discourse and divert atten-
tion from public issues.

The BRS leader expressed
confidence that people were
closely observing the devel-
opments and would respond
appropriately. He said pub-
lic trust is earned through
consistency and commit-
ment to public welfare, not
through shifting political
positions or making contro-
versial remarks.

Reddy also reiterated his
party’s respect for KCR’s
leadership, highlighting his
role in the Telangana state-
hood movement and govern-
ance. He said attempts to
tarnish the former chief
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Palla Rajeshwar Reddy Hits Out at Kadiyam Srihari
Over Remarks on KCR

minister’s image would not
be accepted by party work-
ers or supporters.

The exchange marks the
latest escalation in political
tensions in Telangana,
where verbal sparring be-
tween leaders has intensi-
fied in recent weeks. With
political alignments contin-
uing to evolve, statements
from senior leaders are
drawing sharp reactions
across party lines.

As the controversy un-
folds, it underscores the in-
creasingly confrontational
tone of state politics, with
both sides trading accusa-
tions and counter-accusa-
tions in the public arena.

Jaggareddy Urges Congress Leadership to Ensure Respect for Jeevan Reddy

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Senior Congress leader T.
Jagga Reddy on Friday ap-
pealed to the party’s central
and state leadership to en-
sure that veteran leader T.
Jeevan Reddy is treated with
due respect within the
organisation.

In a statement shared with
the media, Jaggareddy said
he was expressing his per-
sonal opinion as a Congress
worker and leader and urged
party in-charge Meenakshi
Natarajan and the Telanga-
na Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (TPCC) chief to take
proactive steps in this
regard.

He noted that Jeevan Red-
dy had been given opportuni-
ties by the party in the past,
including tickets to contest
for both Parliament and As-
sembly elections, though
electoral outcomes did not
favour him due to prevailing
circumstances. Despite set-
backs, Jaggareddy said, Jee-
van Reddy remained com-
mitted to the Congress and

continued to serve the party
faithfully.

Highlighting his political
journey, he said Jeevan Red-
dy stood by the party during
its decade-long stint in the
opposition, serving as both
MLA and MLC and contrib-
uting to organisational ac-
tivities. He added that even
when political offers came
his way, Jeevan Reddy chose
to stay with the Congress,
demonstrating loyalty dur-
ing challenging times.

Jaggareddy emphasised
that leaders who remained
with the party during diffi-
cult phases should not feel
sidelined when the political
climate changes. He urged
the leadership to ensure that
no situation arises that
could be perceived as disre-
spectful to senior leaders
who had contributed signifi-
cantly to strengthening the
party.

The Congress leader also
appealed for constructive en-
gagement within the organi-
sation, saying that acknowl-
edging the contributions of

long-serving members would
boost morale among cadres
across the state. Ensuring re-
spect and recognition, he
said, would reinforce unity
within the party and help it
focus on governance and or-
ganisational strengthening.

Jaggareddy concluded by
requesting the party in-
charge and the TPCC presi-
dent to take appropriate
measures so that Jeevan
Reddy receives the recogni-
tion and dignity befitting his
seniority and service.

-~

The statement comes at a
time when internal discus-
sions and organisational ad-
justments are underway in
the Telangana Congress,
with leaders voicing opin-
ions on party affairs through
public and internal forums.

Siddipet, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Former minister T. Harish
Rao on Thursday called on
the Telangana government
to present a “realistic and
people-centric” budget and
allocate adequate funds to
fulfil the promises made by
the ruling Congress party.
He made the remarks while
inaugurating a BRS party of-

fice in Siddipet town and
later addressing the media
ahead of the Assembly’s
budget session scheduled to
begin on February 26.
Harish Rao questioned the
implementation of the Con-
gress party’s six guarantees,
which he said were prom-
ised to be rolled out within
100 days of coming to pow-
er. Referring to assurances

made by leaders including
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gan-
dhi, Priyanka Gandhi and
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, he alleged that even
after a long period, there
was little progress on their
implementation.

The BRS leader said the
government had promised
a 4,000 monthly pension
for the elderly, beedi work-

ers, handloom workers,
toddy tappers and other
vulnerable groups soon af-
ter assuming office, but
claimed the enhanced pen-
sions had not yet been de-
livered. He urged Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka to ensure allo-
cations for the scheme in
the upcoming budget.

Harish Rao also criti-
cised the government over
its promise of 2,500
monthly financial assis-
tance to women, alleging
that beneficiaries were yet
to receive payments. He de-
manded that the scheme be
included with clear fund-
ing provisions in the
budget.

Raising concerns about
welfare and education, he
said fee reimbursement in-
troduced during the tenure
of former Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao was
not being implemented ef-
fectively. He further al-
leged that programmes an-
nounced for youth and
workers had not translated
into tangible benefits on

Harish Rao Urges ‘Realistic Budget’ Seeks Funds for Congress Promises

the ground.

The former minister also
referred to various declara-
tions related to SCs, BCs,
farmers and youth, claiming
they remained largely unful-
filled. He said the govern-
ment should avoid “rheto-
ric” in the Assembly and
instead present a budget
grounded in fiscal reality
and focused on delivery.

Harish Rao maintained
that the BRS would continue
to press the government in-
side and outside the Assem-
bly to honour its commit-
ments. He said people were
expecting clarity on welfare
measures and expressed
hope that the upcoming
budget would prioritise so-
cial security, women’s sup-
port schemes and farmer
welfare.

The remarks come amid
intensifying political ex-
changes in Telangana as
parties gear up for the budg-
et session, with the opposi-
tion stepping up pressure on
the government over welfare
delivery and fiscal
priorities.
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Nagaraju Nadendla Appointed Telangana Executive Member of
Human Rights Forum

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Nagaraju Nadendla has
been appointed as the Telan-
gana Executive Member of
the Telangana Human
Rights Justice Forum, the
organisation announced on
Thursday. The appointment
was confirmed in an official
statement issued by Chair-
person Dr. Vyasabhatt Sri-
vani Chowdary.

According to the state-
ment, the Forum recognised
Nadendla’s commitment to
social causes and his in-
volvement in public issues
while entrusting him with
the new responsibility. The
appointment is expected to
strengthen the organisa-
tion’s outreach and advoca-
cy efforts across the State.

Speaking to the media af-
ter assuming charge, Na-
dendla expressed gratitude
to the Chairperson and
the leadership for repos-
ing confidence in him. He
also thanked senior mem-
bers, including General
Secretary Jatla Padma-
vathi, for their support in
facilitating his

appointment.

Nadendla said he would
work diligently to uphold
the principles of justice
and equality while con-
tributing to the organisa-
tion’s mission of protect-
ing human rights. “I will
strive to ensure that the
voices of the affected and
marginalised are heard and
that necessary action is tak-
en whenever rights are vio-
lated,” he said.

He added that the new
role brings greater respon-
sibility and an opportunity
to expand the Forum’s ac-
tivities. Nadendla empha-
sised that he would fo-
cus on strengthening
organisational systems,
enhancing public aware-
ness and ensuring time-
ly interventions in cas-
es involving rights
violations.

The newly appointed
executive member fur-
ther stated that he would
collaborate closely with
civil society groups, le-
gal experts and commu-
nity representatives to
ensure effective implemen-

tation of the Forum’s pro-
grammes. He underscored
the importance of collective
action in addressing social
issues and building a more
equitable society.

Members of the trust,
local dignitaries and so-
cial activists congratulat-
ed Nadendla on his ap-
pointment and expressed
confidence that his leader-
ship would contribute to
the organisation’s growth
and impact. They said his
experience and dedication
would help the Forum ex-
pand its initiatives and
reach more people in need
of support.

The Telangana Human
Rights Justice Forum has
been actively engaged in
advocacy, awareness cam-
paigns and support initia-
tives aimed at safeguard-
ing civil liberties and
promoting justice across the
State. Officials said the new
appointment is part of the
organisation’s efforts to
strengthen its leadership
structure and intensify its
activities in the coming
months.

No Compromise on Ration Rice Quality: Commissioner

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Civil Supplies Commis-
sioner M. Stephen Ravindra
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion at the Civil Supplies
warehouse in Bag Lingam-
pally on Friday, directing of-
ficials to maintain strict
quality standards in the sup-
ply of ration rice.

The Commissioner, who

also serves as Principal Sec-
retary of the Civil Supplies
Department, stated that the
Telangana government is
committed to ensuring that
economically weaker sec-
tions receive fine-quality
rice through the public dis-
tribution system. He empha-
sized that poor households
deserve the same quality
food as any other section of

society and warned that no
compromise would be toler-
ated in this regard.

During the inspection,
Ravindra spent nearly two
hours examining rice stocks
stored at the warehouse. He
personally checked multiple
bags selected at random to
assess parameters such as
broken grain percentage
and moisture content. Offi-

cials present at the site were
asked to provide detailed ex-
planations on quality con-
trol procedures and stock
verification processes.

He instructed warehouse
authorities to conduct thor-
ough inspections at the time
of procurement itself and to
reject any stock that does
not meet government
norms. Stressing accounta-
bility, the Commissioner
cautioned that strict action
would be taken against any
lapses in maintaining stand-
ards. He also urged staff to
ensure that every grain dis-
tributed to beneficiaries
meets quality expectations.

To ensure transparency in
the supply chain, Ravindra
reviewed stock registers, in-
ward and outward move-
ment records, and transpor-
tation documentation. He
directed officials to ensure
timely dispatch of rice to
fair price shops so that ben-
eficiaries do not face incon-
venience or delays.

The Commissioner also
interacted with hamalis

working at the facility, en-
quiring about their working
conditions and available
amenities. He reiterated
that the government re-
mains committed to the wel-
fare of workers involved in
the public distribution net-
work and assured that their
concerns would be
addressed.

“Public trust is our big-
gest strength. To sustain
that trust, quality must re-
main our benchmark. Even
minor lapses in ration rice
standards will not be toler-
ated,” Ravindra said during
the visit.

Hyderabad District Man-
ager K. Sai Arun, Additional
District Manager Deepti,
and warehouse in-charges
Gopalakrishna and Kiran
were among the officials
present during the inspec-
tion. The visit forms part of
the department’s ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen monitor-
ing mechanisms and im-
prove service delivery
across the state’s public dis-
tribution system.

Quthbullapur Youth Eyes Everest

Dream

Quthbullapur, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

A young mountaineer from
Baurampet in Quthbullapur is
preparing to scale the world’s
highest peak, Mount Everest,
this April, turning his long-
cherished dream into a mis-
sion that has inspired local
residents and youth alike.

Palpunoori Tulasi Reddy
met Quthbullapur MLA KP
Vivekananda at his camp office
in Pet Basheerabad on Friday
to share details of his upcom-
ing expedition, training regi-
men and long-term goals in
mountaineering. The legisla-
tor congratulated the young
climber and described his at-
tempt as a proud moment for
the constituency, assuring him
of full support from the local
community.

Addressing the gathering,
the MLA said that a youth from
Quthbullapur aspiring to con-
quer Everest reflects the grow-
ing confidence and ambition
among youngsters in the re-
gion. He expressed hope that
Tulasi Reddy would achieve
success and bring national rec-
ognition to the constituency,
adding that such achievements
motivate other young people to
explore adventure sports and
pursue excellence beyond con-
ventional paths.

Sharing his journey, Tulasi
Reddy said he has already
climbed four major peaks as
part of his long-term goal to
complete the Seven Summits
challenge. His previous expedi-
tions include Kang Yatse I
(6,400 metres), Kang Yatse II
(6,250 metres) and Jo Jongo
(6,200 metres) in Ladakh, along
with the demanding Kashmir
Great Lakes trek. These expe-
riences, he said, helped him
build the technical skills, en-
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durance and mental strength
required for high-altitude
climbing.

He further explained that he
has undergone months of in-
tensive preparation for Ever-
est, including running, swim-
ming and cycling for stamina,
along with strength and condi-
tioning exercises to improve
resilience in extreme weather
conditions. According to his
plan, the expedition will begin
on April 10 and is expected to
take around 55 days, depend-
ing on weather patterns and
acclimatisation requirements.

Former Baurampet council-
lor Srinivas Reddy said the
youth’s Everest mission is a
matter of pride for the entire
locality and expressed confi-
dence that he would success-
fully summit the peak and re-
turn safely. He noted that
Tulasi Reddy’s determination
and perseverance would in-
spire many other youngsters to
aim high and represent the re-
gion on global platforms.

Family members, local lead-
ers and supporters were pre-
sent on the occasion, extending
their wishes to the mountain-
eer as he embarks on what
promises to be the most chal-
lenging and defining expedi-
tion of his career.

Hyderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Kottapalli Tirupati,
Chairman of the Osma-
nia University Joint Ac-
tion Committee (OU
JAC), met Telangana SC
and ST Welfare Minister
Adluri Lakshman Kumar
at the State Secretariat on
Thursday to extend his
congratulations follow-
ing the Congress party’s
strong performance in
the recent municipal elec-
tions across the State.

During the meeting,
Tirupati conveyed his ap-
preciation to the Minis-
ter, stating that the elec-
toral outcome reflected
public confidence in the
welfare initiatives and
governance approach of
the State government.
He noted that voters
across several erstwhile
districts had given a
clear mandate in favour
of the ruling party, ena-
bling it to secure a ma-
jority of municipal
chairperson and mayor
posts.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Tirupati said that
the implementation of

welfare schemes and the
government’s focus on
inclusive development
had played a crucial role
in strengthening public
support. He added that
the municipal election
results demonstrated
people’s endorsement of
the administration’s ef-
forts toward grassroots
governance and social
justice.

Minister Lakshman
Kumar thanked the del-
egation for their wishes
and reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to continuing welfare
programmes aimed at
improving the lives of
marginalised communi-
ties. He emphasised that
the administration
would work to further
strengthen delivery
mechanisms so that the
benefits of government
initiatives reach every
eligible household.

The interaction also
included a brief discus-
sion on issues concern-
ing students and youth,
with Tirupati expressing
hope that the govern-
ment would continue to

OU JAC Chairman Greets Minister
Lakshman Kumar

prioritise education, em-
ployment opportunities
and social empower-
ment. The Minister as-
sured that the govern-
ment remains focused on
policies that promote
equal opportunities and
sustainable development
across all sections of
society.

Leaders and represent-
atives who accompanied
Tirupati included TPCC
ST Cell Vice President
Bhim Rao Naik, along
with Srinivas, Rajender,
Charan, Arun, Ramesh
and Shivaji. They collec-
tively congratulated the
Minister and expressed
optimism about the
State’s development tra-
jectory under the cur-
rent administration.

The meeting conclud-
ed with both sides ex-
pressing confidence that
continued cooperation
between public repre-
sentatives, student or-
ganisations and commu-
nity leaders would help
strengthen participatory
governance and acceler-
ate welfare initiatives
across Telangana.
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Complaint Seeks Protection of
Government Land in

\r Sepﬁp'c_larab'a\:f. Telangana

Quthbullapur, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Allegations of encroachment
on government land in the Dun-
digal area have prompted a for-
mal complaint to district au-
thorities, with local leaders
urging immediate action to
safeguard public property.

According to local sources,
nearly 48 acres of government
ceiling land located in survey
numbers 322/2, 223/2, 324/2,
359/2, 360/2, 361/2, and 362/2 in
Dundigal village are reportedly
being subjected to illegal activi-
ties. It is alleged that a private
construction firm has fenced
the land, levelled the terrain,
and begun preliminary con-
struction work.

Raising concerns over the is-
sue, BJP leader Akula Satish
submitted a representation to
Medchal district Additional
Collector Vijender Reddy, seek-
ing urgent intervention. He
stated that protecting govern-
ment-owned land is the respon-
sibility of the authorities and
called for a thorough inquiry
into the alleged encroachment.
He also demanded strict legal
action against those found
responsible.

Satish emphasised that pub-
lic land must be preserved for
community use and warned
that failure to act swiftly could
lead to further unauthorized
construction. He urged officials
to conduct field inspections and
ensure that any illegal occupa-
tion is removed without delay.

Representation on Vai-
kunthadham Land Allocation

In a related development, the
BJP leader also submitted a sep-

arate memorandum regarding
land allocation for a Hindu Vai-
kunthadham in the Nizampet
circle. He requested that 3.20
acres of land be surveyed and
officially allotted in accordance
with an earlier government
order.

The memorandum specifical-
ly called for identification of
land in survey numbers 186 and
346, followed by fencing and
protection measures. Satish
further urged the administra-
tion to sanction funds for basic
infrastructure such as internal
roads, water supply, and elec-
tricity to facilitate development
of the crematorium facility.

He stated that the Vai-
kunthadham project is an es-
sential requirement for local
residents and appealed to the
district administration to expe-
dite the process so that con-
struction can begin at the
earliest.

Responding to the representa-
tions, Additional Collector Vi-
jender Reddy reportedly as-
sured the delegation that the
petitions would be examined
and appropriate action taken in
accordance with rules.

BJP leaders and local activ-
ists were present during the
submission of the memoranda,
reiterating their demand for
swift administrative action to
protect government land and
address civic infrastructure
needs in the constituency.

The issue has drawn atten-
tion locally, with residents ex-
pressing hope that authorities
will act promptly to resolve the
concerns and prevent further
disputes over public land.

Drainage Project Clears Hurdles
in Padmarao Nagar

Secunderabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

A long-pending drainage is-
sue on the main road behind
Gandhi Hospital in Padmarao
Nagar has finally moved toward
resolution, with officials clear-
ing key obstacles that had de-
layed the project. The proposed
drainage pipeline, estimated at
a cost of ¥421akh, is expected to
significantly ease water stagna-
tion problems faced by resi-
dents and commuters in the
area.

The works were earlier inau-
gurated by Sanath Nagar MLA
and former minister Talasani
Srinivas Yadav, but progress
stalled due to the presence of an
underground high-voltage pow-
er cable network. The technical
complication made it difficult
to begin excavation and pipe-
laying operations, leading to
concerns among locals over per-
sistent drainage woes.

Following directions from the
MLA, senior officials from the
Water Board, the Electricity De-
partment, and the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corporation
conducted a joint inspection of
the affected stretch on Friday.
BRS constituency in-charge
Pawan Kumar Goud and divi-
sion president Venkatesham
Raju also participated in the
visit to review the ground situ-
ation and coordinate next steps.

Officials explained that lay-
ing the drainage pipeline would
require a temporary shutdown
of the 33-kV power supply line
serving Gandhi Hospital. A for-
mal request was submitted to
Water Board General Manager
Vinod Kumar and Electricity
Department DE Brahmanan-
dam, seeking alternative ar-
rangements to ensure uninter-
rupted power to the hospital

during the execution of works.
The Electricity Department as-
sured full cooperation, stating
that public interest would be
given priority while planning
the shutdown and diversion.

Speaking to the media, Pawan
Kumar Goud said the issue
reached a breakthrough due to
coordinated efforts among mul-
tiple departments, including
civic authorities and traffic po-
lice. He noted that daily consul-
tations with senior officials
helped in identifying a worka-
ble solution without disrupting
essential services.

He added that technical hur-
dles are common in major infra-
structure works and expressed
confidence that the administra-
tion has the expertise to resolve
them efficiently. Goud also criti-
cized what he described as po-
litically motivated allegations
surrounding the delay, saying
development initiatives should
not be viewed through a parti-
san lens.

With inter-departmental co-
ordination now in place, offi-
cials indicated that the drain-
age pipeline works are likely to
commence shortly. Once com-
pleted, the project is expected
to improve sanitation, prevent
waterlogging, and enhance
road conditions in Padmarao
Nagar, offering long-awaited
relief to residents and daily
commuters.




POLT

HYDERABAD, SATURDAY, 21.02.2026

Harish Rao Slams Govt Over Devadula
Project Pump Shutdown

Warangal, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

BRS leader and former
minister Harish Rao on
Thursday launched a sharp
attack on the State govern-
ment, alleging negligence
in operating pumps under
the Devadula Lift Irrigation
Project and accusing it of
failing to protect farmers’
interests in Warangal
district.

Speaking to the media af-
ter inspecting the Devanna-
pet pump house, Rao
claimed that all three
pumps at the facility were
non-functional despite ade-
quate water flow in the Go-
davari River. He said that
around 16,000 cusecs of wa-
ter was flowing near Samm-
akka Sagar, yet lifting op-
erations had been halted,
leaving farmers without ir-
rigation support during a
critical crop period.

The former minister al-
leged that irrigation infra-
structure created during
the previous BRS govern-
ment was being neglected,
resulting in hardship for
farmers across Jangaon,
Palakurthi and Station
Ghanpur constituencies.
According to him, pump
failures and delays in main-
tenance have disrupted wa-
ter supply for several days,
while lift points such as
Gandiramarum have also
stopped functioning.

Rao further claimed that
last year’s delay in operat-
ing pumps led to crop losses
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across nearly 60,000 acres,
causing significant finan-
cial damage to farmers. He
accused the government of
not releasing adequate
maintenance funds and said
contractors were not paid
on time, which he alleged
contributed to the shut-
down of pumping systems.

Highlighting the scale of
the Devadula project, he
said the scheme includes
one of the world’s deepest
pump houses and a nearly

49.5-km tunnel stretch, add-
ing that the BRS govern-
ment had completed a ma-
jority of the works and
expanded irrigation cover-
age substantially. He al-
leged that in the past two
and a half years, the pre-
sent administration had
neither expanded ayacut
nor taken up new canal
works.

Rao also questioned the
government over its irriga-
tion targets, asking what

progress had been made to-
ward the proposed 12-lakh-
acre ayacut and whether
farmers would receive bo-
nuses for the current rabi
season. He demanded im-
mediate restoration of all
Devadula pumps and full-
capacity operations to en-
sure irrigation to at least 3.5
lakh acres.

Accusing the government
of failing to safeguard Tel-
angana’s share of river wa-
ters, Rao alleged that both

s
the Krishna and Godavari
resources were being un-
derutilised. He warned that
continued inaction would
severely impact farmers
and agricultural productiv-
ity in the region.

The BRS leader said the
party would continue to
press for urgent corrective
measures, calling on the
government to prioritise ir-
rigation management and
provide timely support to
farmers.

Academic

Adilabad, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

An academic inspection
was conducted at the Urban
Residential School in Adil-
abad on Friday under the
supervision of Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), as
part of ongoing efforts to
strengthen teaching stand-
ards and school manage-
ment practices across the
district.

Officials carried out a de-
tailed review of academic
activities, classroom pro-
cesses and institutional
systems to assess the effec-
tiveness of teaching meth-
odologies and overall learn-
ing outcomes. The
inspection was led by B.
Laxman, who is serving as
Academic Monitoring Of-
ficer (AMO), along with As-
sistant AMO Ajay.

During their visit, the of-
ficials directly observed
classroom teaching to eval-
uate instructional practices
and student engagement
levels. They interacted with
teachers and offered practi-
cal suggestions aimed at en-
hancing the quality of les-

Review Held at Adilabad Residential School
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son delivery, effective use
of teaching aids and better
classroom management.
The team also shared
guidelines on strategies to
improve students’ compre-
hension levels and aca-
demic performance
through continuous as-
sessment and learner-cen-
tric approaches.

In addition to academic
review, the inspection team
examined the school’s in-
frastructure and support
facilities. The kitchen and
store room were inspected
to ensure adherence to hy-
giene and safety standards.
Staff members were in-
structed to strictly main-
tain cleanliness and proper

storage practices, with of-
ficials emphasising that
there should be no compro-
mise when it comes to stu-
dents’ health and safety.
The visiting officials ex-
pressed satisfaction with
the school’s overall admin-
istration, discipline and
academic environment.
They commended the staff

for maintaining good edu-
cational standards and for
their commitment to pro-
viding a supportive learn-
ing atmosphere for
students.

Special Officer Prashan-
th Reddy, along with teach-
ers Ravikanth Reddy,
Ganesh and Harika, partici-
pated in the programme
and extended full coopera-
tion during the review
process.

Officials noted that such
periodic inspections play a
crucial role in identifying
gaps, sharing best practices
and ensuring accountabili-
ty in schools. They reiter-
ated that continuous moni-
toring and capacity
building of teachers would
remain key priorities to
achieve improved learning
outcomes and holistic de-
velopment of students
across the district.

The initiative forms part
of broader efforts to
strengthen public educa-
tion systems by focusing on
quality teaching, safe infra-
structure and effective
school governance.

Harish Rao Slams Govt Over Retired Sl's Death

Khammam, February 20 | TPN
Bureau

Former minister and BRS
Legislature Party deputy
leader T. Harish Rao strong-
ly criticized the state gov-
ernment following the
death of a retired police
sub-inspector from Kham-
mam district, alleging ad-
ministrative negligence and
delay in releasing retire-
ment dues.

Expressing shock over
the incident, Harish Rao
said it was deeply distress-
ing that a police officer who
dedicated his life to public
service had to struggle fi-
nancially after retirement.
The retired AR SI, identi-
fied as Maisaiah, reportedly
passed away while awaiting
payment of his retirement
benefits, which the leader
claimed had been pending
for nearly a year.

According to Harish Rao,
the deceased officer was
supposed to receive dues
amounting to around 60
lakh after retiring in Febru-
ary last year. However, the
delay in disbursement alleg-
edly pushed the family into
severe financial hardship.
He stated that the family

struggled to meet medical
expenses when both the of-
ficer and his spouse fell ill,
highlighting what he de-
scribed as a failure of the
welfare system.

The BRS leader alleged
that the situation became so
dire that fellow retired po-
lice personnel had to pool
money to transport the
body home after his death.
Calling the episode “tragic

and avoidable,” he accused
the government of failing to
ensure timely financial sup-
port to retired employees.
Harish Rao also expanded
his criticism to broader is-
sues affecting the police
force. He claimed that not
only retirees but also serv-
ing personnel were facing
difficulties due to delays in
clearing surrender leave
bills and gaps in welfare

-

measures. According to
him, the lack of financial
backing for police families
reflects systemic neglect.
He further alleged that
the health security scheme
meant for police personnel
was not functioning effec-
tively, forcing families to
bear heavy medical costs. In
addition, he said funds
meant for routine mainte-
nance of police stations

were not being released on
time, compelling officers to
manage expenses from
their own pockets.

Describing Maisaiah’s
death as a “warning sign,”
Harish Rao said many re-
tired employees across the
state were still waiting for
their dues and were strug-
gling to afford healthcare.
He urged the government to
immediately release all
pending retirement benefits
and extend financial assis-
tance to the bereaved
family.

The former minister de-
manded that the govern-
ment announce a special ex-
gratia for the family and
provide full medical sup-
port to the officer’s wife. He
also called for urgent resto-
ration of welfare measures,
including surrender leave
payments, health coverage,
and adequate maintenance
funds for police stations.

Harish Rao said ensuring
dignity and financial secu-
rity for both serving and re-
tired personnel is essential
for maintaining morale
within the police force and
urged the government to act
without delay.
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Uma Rani Assumes Charge as Nizamabad
Mayor; Leaders Promise Development
Push

Nizamabad, February 20 | TPN Bureau

The swearing-in ceremony of
Uma Rani as Mayor of the Ni-
zamabad Municipal Corporation
was held amid a large gathering
of party leaders and supporters
on Thursday. Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC)
president Mahesh Kumar Goud
and Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
attended the event as chief guests
and extended their congratula-
tions to the newly elected Mayor
and Deputy Mayor Salma
Tahseen.

Addressing the gathering, Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar congrat-
ulated the new civic leadership
and thanked voters for support-
ing the Congress in municipal
and local body elections across
the state. He said the state govern-
ment was committed to strength-
ening employment opportunities
and urban development in mu-
nicipalities and corporations,
adding that the cabinet would
work collectively to accelerate
growth initiatives.

The minister recalled the pas-
sage of the Telangana statehood
legislation in Parliament and said
the aspirations of the people had
guided the state’s progress since
its formation. He noted that Tel-
angana was moving forward with
long-term development goals, in-
cluding the Vision-2047 frame-
work, and reiterated that the
principles of water, funds and
jobs remained central to gov-
ernance priorities.

Prabhakar urged the Union
government led by Narendra

Modi to extend greater finan-
cial support to Telangana’s de-
velopment and called on central
ministers and MPs to cooperate
in securing funds for the state.
He also paid tribute to those
who participated in the Telan-
gana movement and said the
government was committed to
fulfilling assurances made to
activists, including welfare
measures and support
initiatives.

Speaking on the occasion,
TPCC chief Mahesh Kumar
Goud congratulated the newly
elected Mayor and Deputy May-
or and thanked the people of
Nizamabad for backing the Con-
gress. He said the government,
under Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, would mobilise the nec-
essary resources to accelerate
the city’s development, includ-
ing improvements in drainage,
roads and civic infrastructure.

Nizamabad Rural MLA Bhu-
pathi Reddy also congratulated
the newly elected representa-
tives and called for all parties to
work together beyond political
differences to ensure the city’s
growth. He appealed for con-
structive cooperation to ad-
dress local issues and strength-
en development initiatives.

The ceremony concluded
with leaders expressing opti-
mism that the new civic admin-
istration would focus on infra-
structure, employment and
inclusive growth, setting a
fresh course for Nizamabad’s
urban development.

Vakiti Srihari Leads Sevalal Jayanti
Celebrations, Inaugurates CM Cup
Kabaddiin Makthal

Makthal, February 20 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Minister for Sports,
Dairy Development and Animal
Husbandry Vakiti Srihari on
Thursday took part in a series of
public events in Makthal, calling
for social progress through edu-
cation and cultural unity while
also inaugurating the second edi-
tion of the CM Cup state-level
kabaddi tournament.

Earlier in the day, the minister
attended the 287th birth anniver-
sary celebrations of Sevalal Ma-
haraj at Thimmareddypalli Than-
da in Utkoor mandal. Addressing
members of the Banjara commu-
nity, he urged people to follow the
ideals of Sevalal Maharaj, de-
scribing his teachings as a guid-
ing force for unity and social
upliftment.

He emphasised that education
remains the key to empowerment
and said every family in tribal
habitations must ensure children
pursue schooling to build a se-
cure future. The minister reiter-
ated the government’s commit-
ment to tribal welfare and
inclusive development, adding
that discipline and service to so-
ciety would help communities
progress.

In a festive highlight, Srihari
joined locals in traditional Lam-
bada dance along with District
Collector Sikta Patnaik and Su-
perintendent of Police Vineeth
Raj, drawing enthusiastic partici-
pation from residents. Commu-
nity leaders appreciated the gov-
ernment’s continued focus on

tribal welfare initiatives.

Later, the minister inaugurated
the CM Cup kabaddi tournament
as chief guest, lighting the cere-
monial lamp and interacting with
players. The four-day event fea-
tures participation from 60 teams
representing all 33 districts, mak-
ing it one of the largest kabaddi
competitions in the state.

Speaking at the inauguration,
Srihari thanked Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for enabling state-
level sporting events to be hosted
in Makthal. Calling the occasion
a matter of pride, he recalled
playing on the same grounds in
his youth.

He announced plans to con-
struct a modern stadium in Mak-
thal at an estimated cost of 25
crore to strengthen local sports
infrastructure. The minister also
assured that athletes selected for
national competitions would re-
ceive government support, in-
cluding financial assistance.

Highlighting the administra-
tion’s focus on sports develop-
ment, he said a new sports policy
aims to identify rural talent and
that higher allocations for the
sector are expected in the upcom-
ing budget. He also spoke of in-
centives for international medal
winners and plans for a dedicated
sports hospital in Gachibowli.

The events drew participation
from local representatives, offi-
cials and sports enthusiasts, re-
flecting both cultural pride and
growing momentum for sports
development in the region.
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The New Face of Indian Consumption: Why
the““YOLO” Consumer Narrative Matters

In recent years, India has been
celebrated for its robust economic
growth, rising middle class, and
youthful population. Yet, a subtle
transformation in how people
spend their money reveals some-
thing deeper about modern Indian
society. This shift isn’t just about
rising incomes or changing tastes
— itreflects how Indians are living,
thinking, and prioritizing in ways
that both mirror and challenge tra-
ditional assumptions.

The Story CPI Tells

Every month, India releases an
inflation figure based on the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI). This in-
dex is more than a number — it’s a
snapshot of what people actually
spend on. But to stay relevant, the
CPI must periodically update its
methodology to reflect current con-
sumption patterns. Recently;, statis-
ticians replaced the nearly decade
old base year with a new one
grounded in the latest household
survey data. This new CPI basket
includes goods and services that
were once absent — such as video
streaming, personal care services,
and modern transport expenses —
while removing outdated ones like
video cassettes. The idea is simple:
measure what people really buy
today.

But behind these updates lies an
intriguing insight. Within the mix
of items that now carry greater
weight in the CPI, there is a notice-
able tilt toward categories that sug-
gest a more aspirational and life-
style oriented spending pattern. At
the same time, staples traditionally
seen as essential — basic food, edu-
cation expenditures — now ac-
count for a smaller share of total
household spending. In public dis-
course, this has led to the idea that
Indian consumers are increasingly
embracing a “you only live once”
or YOLO mindset — prioritizing
experiences, convenience, and
comfort over long term
investments.

What Changed in the
Consumption Basket?

Under the updated consumption
survey, Indians are spending less,
as a share of their budget, on tradi-
tional essentials. Basic food costs
— cereals, pulses, vegetables —
have a lower weight in overall
spending than before. Even the
share of education expenses has

fallen.

Instead, higher weights have
been assigned to categories like
personal care, transportation, en-
tertainment, and digital or leisure
services. Whether it’s smartphone
based entertainment subscrip-
tions, ride hail services, or discre-
tionary travel, these areas are tak-
ing up a larger proportion of
Indians’ wallets.

The emerging picture is not of a
nation obsessed with luxury alone,
but of one that increasingly values
immediate experience and conven-
ience. In rural as well as urban ar-
eas, households are spending more
on processed foods and beverages,
technology driven entertainment,
and lifestyle services compared to
staple nutritious foods or invest-
ments in skills and formal
education.

What Drives This Pattern?

At first glance, this shift might
appear trivial — just another trend
among many in a fast changing
consumer market. But beneath it
lie structural forces shaping In-
dia’s society and economy:.

One factor is the sheer size of the
so called middle class and aspiring

consumer segment. Millions of In-
dians now have discretionary in-
come they didn’t have a decade ago.
But rising income does not always
translate into traditional forms of
spending like education or savings.
Instead, many choose to spend on
things that enhance daily life or
provide immediate gratification.
This can include better food (even
if processed), lifestyle products,
gadgets, travel, or entertainment.

Another influence is the spread
of technology. Internet penetration
has soared, with millions accessing
streaming content, social media,
ride hailing, e commerce, and oth-
er digital platforms. Smartphones
are ubiquitous, but ownership of
computers — tools more directly
tied to education and skill building
— remains relatively low. In other
words, digital connectivity is often
used for consumption rather than
creation or productivity.

Social media and influencer cul-
ture also play a role. Visual plat-
forms make aspirations tangible
and immediate. Experiences, out-
ings, gadgets, and lifestyle pur-
chases become not just personal
choices but social statements. This
isn’t unique to India, but in a na-

tion with multiple overlapping gen-
erations, it highlights how modern
norms intersect with deep rooted
cultural expectations.

Is YOLO India Entirely Accurate?

Labeling the Indian consumer
“YOLO” simplifies a much more
complex reality. It can mislead us
into thinking citizens are reckless
or frivolous. The data does reflect
rising spending on categories asso-
ciated with comfort and leisure,
but it does not mean people are ig-
noring their responsibilities or fu-
ture security.

For many households, spending
on processed foods and packaged
beverages is partly about conveni-
ence and access. Rural spending
shifts may reflect availability and
marketing more than conscious
choice. Urban households’ greater
expenditure on transport and ser-
vices largely reflects life in modern
cities where distance, time savings,
and flexibility matter.

Similarly, lower formal educa-
tion spending may not indicate dis-
regard for learning — it might re-
flect systemic issues like the
perception of quality in available
educational institutions, rising pri-

vate tutoring costs, or employers
valuing skill certifications more
than formal degrees.

The Wage and Inequality Factor

Another layer to this narrative is
wage dynamics and inequality. De-
spite headline GDP growth rates
and rising employment numbers,
many households’ real incomes
have not kept pace with inflation.
Casual sector wages may have
grown, but much of the workforce
still subsists on low income rela-
tive to cost of living in urban
areas.

Consequently, a significant por-
tion of spending remains devoted
to meeting basic needs, even if the
share on certain categories ap-
pears to shrink in aggregate statis-
tics. Meanwhile, wealthier urban
consumers — whose spending pat-
terns disproportionately affect CPI
weightages — may have more life-
style oriented expenditure. This
skews the picture toward an aspi-
rational consumer profile that may
not accurately represent all
Indians.

What This Means for Policy and
Markets

Because CPI influences mone-

tary policy decisions, fiscal budget-
ing, and social planning, shifting
weightages have broader implica-
tions. If statistics suggest people
value leisure more than staple nu-
trition or education, policymakers
might underestimate demand for
social services or education invest-
ment. At the same time, businesses
and investors see an opportunity in
evolving consumer patterns —
fueling growth in sectors like per-
sonal care, digital services, travel,
and lifestyle retail.

India’s economy is increasingly
driven by consumer demand. Glob-
al and domestic firms alike are eye-
ing the Indian market as a growth
engine, seeking to cater to chang-
ing tastes. This includes every-
thing from premium packaged
foods and beverages to health and
wellness products. Indian consum-
ers are also becoming more con-
scious about value, often willing to
experiment with new products and
brands based on quality, conveni-
ence, and perceived lifestyle
enhancement.

A New Narrative or an Old One
Repackaged?

The idea of the YOLO consumer
can be provocative, but it should
not be taken as a wholesale judg-
ment on Indian society. It is a nar-
rative lens — one that highlights
how consumption patterns are
evolving in a society where aspira-
tions, technology, and economic
realities intersect.

What’s clear is that Indians are
not a monolith. Traditional values
of saving, education, family wel-
fare, and long term planning re-
main strong across large parts of
the population. Simultaneously,
modern influences shape a genera-
tion’s expectations and spending
patterns in ways that would be un-
imaginable just a decade ago.

Rather than viewing the rise of
lifestyle spending as frivolous or
irresponsible, it may be more ac-
curate to see it as an expression of
a society in transition — balanc-
ing the desire for comfort and ex-
perience with the pursuit of sta-
bility and future security.

In this context, the “YOLO” la-
bel is less a condemnation and
more an invitation to understand
the complex, layered realities of
modern Indian consumption — a
blend of necessity, aspiration, and
choice.

Bangladesh's Turning Point: Triumphs, Transitions, and the Road Ahead

Bangladesh stands at a his-
toric crossroads. What once
seemed like political turbu-
lence spiralling into instability
has, in recent times, evolved
into a story of democratic re-
surgence, civic engagement,
and renewed aspiration. The
2026 general election —marked
by a decisive change in govern-
ment — is not merely a tradi-
tional transfer of power; it rep-
resents a profound shift in the
political and social fabric of
the nation. This shift carries
implications not only for Bang-
ladesh’s future but also for the
broader regional landscape.

At its core, this transition is
a testament to the resilience of
the Bangladeshi people, espe-
cially its youth, whose collec-
tive determination helped
transform political disillusion-
ment into active participation.
For years, much of the region
viewed Bangladesh through
the lens of democratic back-
sliding: low voter turnout, dis-
engaged electorates, and deep
political polarization. But the
narrative of disappointment
and apathy has given way to
one of civic revival — a water-
shed moment for a nation long
yearning for accountability
and representation.

The Rise of Civic Energy

What makes Bangladesh’s
recent political shift remarka-
ble is the renewed zeal of its
citizens. Large sections of the
population — especially young
people — rejected passivity
and made their presence felt.
Voter turnout surged signifi-
cantly compared to previous
years, indicating that citizens
were not merely spectators but
key stakeholders in the demo-
cratic process. This energised
participation wasn’t acciden-
tal. It was the culmination of

years of frustration, agitation,
and aspiration among those
who felt marginalised or
voiceless.

Behind this surge in civic
energy was a powerful social
movement — an uprising that
captured national attention
and challenged entrenched au-
thoritarian leanings. Fueled
by young activists, students,
and grassroots organisers, this
movement shook the founda-
tions of the political establish-
ment and demanded change. It
became clear that the coun-
try’s future would be shaped
not by complacency, but by ac-
tivism, debate, and collective
will.

The Election as a Turning
Point

The 2026 polls brought to
power a party that had spent
nearly two decades in the po-
litical wilderness, returning
with a sweeping mandate. Its
rise was not rooted in nostal-
gia for past ideologies or per-
sonalities, but in a concerted
effort to present itself as a re-
invigorated force committed to
constitutional reform and
broad based governance.

What distinguished this
election from those of recent
past decades was its emphasis
on inclusivity and reform. The
victorious party presented a
platform that sought to strike
a balance between national re-
newal and respect for pluralis-
tic values. It pledged to dis-
mantle vestiges of one party
dominance and to enact insti-
tutional safeguards against the
return of entrenched authori-
tarianism. For many citizens,
the election became a referen-
dum on hope rather than a
mere contest of old political
rivalries.

In his first address as the

newly elected leader, the prime
minister spoke to a vision of
Bangladesh as a haven for all
its citizens — regardless of re-
ligion or background. In a
country shaped by a rich tapes-
try of cultural and religious
identities, these words resonat-
ed with many who had long
feared marginalisation. This
emphasis on inclusivity struck
a chord not only within Bang-
ladesh’s borders but also
among neighbouring nations
watching closely.

Repositioning on the
Regional Stage

For neighbouring countries,
particularly India, the political
evolution in Dhaka carries sig-
nificant strategic and diplo-
matic weight. Stability in
Bangladesh has long been
viewed as key to regional secu-
rity, economic cooperation,
and social harmony. India’s
proximity — geographically,
economically, and culturally —

makes the health of Bangla-
desh’s democracy particularly
salient.

The shift in Dhaka’s political
landscape offers an opportu-
nity for renewed engagement
between the two nations. For
years, diplomatic relations
were perceived as skewed to-
ward one dominant political
figure and party. The emer-
gence of a new government al-
lows policymakers in neigh-
bouring capitals to reset ties,
transcending past grievances
and focusing on constructive
engagement rooted in mutual
benefit.

In this context, rebuilding
trust and cooperation will re-
quire careful diplomacy. The
transition offers an opening to
focus on issues such as trade,
connectivity, and cultural ex-
change. People to people
bridges — through education,
tourism, and arts — can rein-
force bilateral ties. Economic
corridors that connect mar-

kets and infrastructure net-
works have the potential to
unlock substantial growth for
both economies.

A Rejection of Extremism

One of the most striking
features of Bangladesh’s elec-
toral outcome was the nu-
anced stance of its electorate
toward regressive forces.
While some political groups
with conservative or exclu-
sionary rhetoric garnered in-
creased visibility, voters ulti-
mately rejected them as
primary governing agents.
Instead, they placed trust in a
more moderate and centre ori-
ented approach.

This decision reflects a lev-
el of political sophistication
among Bangladeshi citizens
— particularly women and
young voters — who appear to
have weighed broader social
cohesion and democratic val-
ues over divisive appeals. In
doing so, they signalled a col-

lective desire for a balanced
political future that safeguards
civil liberties and promotes so-
cial stability.

For regional observers, this
rejection holds significance. It
suggests that Bangladeshis are
not easily swayed by polarising
narratives and that they value
a political environment condu-
cive to peace and progress.
Such discernment is crucial in
aregion where extremism and
radical agendas have, at times,
posed threats to stability.

Challenges Ahead

Despite these positive devel-
opments, challenges loom
large for Bangladesh. The na-
tion’s history over the past few
decades has included episodes
of communal tension, mob vio-
lence, and lawlessness that
have left deep scars. Address-
ing these challenges will re-
quire sustained institutional
reform, effective law enforce-
ment, and an unwavering com-
mitment to uphold the rule of
law.

The new government’s man-
date extends far beyond rhe-
torical promises. It must con-
front structural issues that
hinder justice and equality —
from ensuring the safety of
minority communities to re-
building trust in public insti-
tutions. For the Bangladeshi
electorate, the real test will be
the implementation of mean-
ingful change that translates
into everyday improvements
in people’s lives.

Economic reforms are an-
other pressing priority. While
Bangladesh’s garment indus-
try and export sectors have
earned global recognition, di-
versification and moderniza-
tion of the economy are essen-
tial for long term sustainability.
Investments in technology, ed-

ucation, and infrastructure
will be critical to creating jobs
and raising living standards
across the nation.

Looking Forward Together

For neighbours and global
partners, supporting Bangla-
desh’s renaissance means ex-
tending a hand rooted not in
patronage but in respect for its
sovereign choices. Robust dip-
lomatic engagement — in are-
as like security cooperation,
economic partnerships, and
cultural exchanges — can rein-
force Bangladesh’s transition
and help ensure that democrat-
ic gains are preserved and
strengthened.

Sporting and cultural col-
laborations, such as inviting
Bangladeshi teams to interna-
tional tournaments and facili-
tating artistic exchanges, can
serve as powerful symbols of
unity and mutual respect.
These gestures, while symbol-
ic, contribute to a broader nar-
rative of partnership and
shared destiny.

Bangladesh’s journey from
political uncertainty to hope
infused renewal underscores a
universal truth: democracy
thrives when citizens believe
in agency — in the power of
their vote, their voice, and
their collective action. The
2026 election has reminded the
world that even longstanding
challenges can yield to civic
courage and constructive
engagement.

As Bangladesh turns this
new page, the hard work of re-
building begins in earnest. But
with renewed energy, inclusive
leadership, and thoughtful en-
gagement both within and be-
yond its borders, the nation
stands poised to chart a path of
progress that reflects the aspi-
rations of its people.
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Vibrant Villages Phase 11: 36,839 Crore Plan

to Transform 1,954 Border Villages

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has launched the second
phase of the government’s am-
bitious Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme, aimed at accelerating
development in India’s border
regions. The initiative, un-
veiled during his visit to As-
sam’s Cachar district, seeks to
upgrade infrastructure and
improve living conditions in
1,954 villages across the
country.

With a total financial outlay
of 26,839 crore, the programme
will be implemented over the
next few years, covering bor-
der areas in 15 states and two
Union Territories. These in-
clude strategically important
regions such as Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan, Punjab, Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, and several
northeastern states. Of the to-
tal villages identified, around
140 are located in Assam, high-
lighting the government’s fo-
cus on the region.

The scheme builds on the
first phase launched in 2023,
which targeted 662 villages
along the northern border.
While the earlier phase fo-
cused largely on areas along
the China border, the second
phase expands the scope to in-
clude villages along other in-
ternational borders, including
those adjoining Bangladesh.

The core objective of the
programme is to ensure holis-
tic development of remote bor-

.

der villages. This includes im-
proving road connectivity,
electricity supply, education,
healthcare access, and liveli-
hood opportunities. The gov-
ernment also plans to ensure
saturation of welfare schemes
so that residents receive the
full benefits of central and
state initiatives.

A key aspect of the pro-
gramme is its strategic di-
mension. By enhancing infra-
structure and economic
opportunities, the govern-
ment aims to reduce migra-
tion from border villages and
encourage people to remain
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in these areas. A stable popu-
lation in border regions is seen
as vital for national security, as
local residents can play an im-
portant role in supporting bor-
der management.

During the launch, Shah em-
phasized a shift in perspec-
tive—stating that border vil-
lages should no longer be
viewed as the “last villages” of
the country, but rather as the
“first villages” of India. This
reflects a broader policy ap-
proach that places border com-
munities at the forefront of
development planning.

The programme also in-
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cludes security-related initia-
tives and connectivity projects,
ensuring that development ef-
forts align with strategic pri-
orities. Improved infrastruc-
ture is expected to boost
economic activity, create em-
ployment, and integrate these
remote regions more closely
with the national economy.

Overall, Vibrant Villages
Phase II represents a signifi-
cant push to transform India’s
border areas through targeted
investment, better infrastruc-
ture, and inclusive growth,
while simultaneously strength-
ening national security.

Dhami Orders Probe into Ad Hoc Appointments, Services

Pushkar Singh Dhami has
ordered a detailed probe into
controversial ad hoc appoint-
ments made in the Uttara-
khand Vidhan Sabha secretar-
iat, as the government moves
to address allegations of irreg-
ular recruitment and enforce
accountability.

The controversy involves
around 227 ad hoc appoint-
ments made between 2016 and
2022, reportedly without fol-
lowing due recruitment proce-
dures. These appointments
were approved during differ-
ent administrations, raising
serious concerns about the
misuse of discretionary pow-
ers and lack of transparency
in hiring.

Taking a firm stance, Dhami
wrote to Ritu Khanduri Bhush-
an, urging a fair and compre-
hensive inquiry into the mat-
ter. He emphasized that if
irregularities were confirmed,
strict action should be taken,
including cancellation of such
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appointments and reforms to
ensure transparent recruit-
ment in the future.

Following this directive, a
committee comprising retired
officials was formed to exam-
ine the issue. The panel report-
edly found multiple violations
of established norms in the ap-
pointment process. Acting on

Terminated in Uttarakhand
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its recommendations, authori-
ties moved to terminate the
services of those hired through
the ad hoc system.

The state government has re-
iterated its commitment to
maintaining zero tolerance to-
ward corruption and adminis-
trative lapses. Officials indi-
cated that this action is part of

a broader effort to strengthen
governance and restore credi-
bility in public institutions.

The issue has also highlight-
ed longstanding concerns re-
garding recruitment practices
within the Assembly secretar-
iat, where rules were allegedly
bypassed. While the termina-
tion of services marks a sig-
nificant corrective step, ques-
tions remain about
accountability for those re-
sponsible for approving the ap-
pointments in the first place.

The government is now ex-
pected to introduce safeguards
to prevent similar irregulari-
ties in the future, including
stricter adherence to recruit-
ment norms and improved
oversight mechanisms.

Overall, the probe and subse-
quent action signal a strong
message from the Uttarakhand
administration on the impor-
tance of transparency, fair-
ness, and accountability in
public sector hiring.

Vijay Rules Out BJP Alliance, Signals
Independent Political Path in Tamil
Nadu

Vijay has firmly ruled out
any alliance between his party,
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party ahead of the up-
coming Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, underlining a clear
independent political stance.

Party leaders stated that de-
spite alleged pressure to align
with the BJP, Vijay remained
resolute and refused to com-
promise on his party’s ideolog-
ical position. According to
them, attempts were made to
influence the decision, but the
actor-turned-politician chose
to stay firm, reinforcing his
commitment to his principles.

Vijay has consistently pro-
jected the BJP as an ideologi-
cal rival, making it clear that
any alliance would contradict
the core values of TVK. His de-
cision signals a definitive po-
litical direction as the party
prepares to make its electoral
debut in the state.

The move reflects TVK’s
broader strategy of building
its own identity rather than re-
lying on alliances. Vijay has
emphasised that the party
aims to emerge as a strong al-
ternative to existing political
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forces by directly engaging
with voters and addressing key
issues.

TVK leaders also took aim at
rival parties, particularly the
ruling DMK, suggesting that
their early alliance discus-
sions indicate concern over
the growing popularity of Vi-
jay and his party. The entry of
TVK into active politics has
added a new dynamic to Tamil
Nadu’s political landscape, tra-
ditionally dominated by estab-
lished players and coalition
politics.

Political observers note that
while contesting independent-
ly allows TVK to maintain ide-
ological clarity, it also presents
challenges. Building a strong
grassroots network and con-
verting popularity into elec-
toral success will be crucial for
the party’s performance.

Vijay’s decision to go solo
sets the stage for a competitive
and potentially multi-cornered
contest in the upcoming elec-
tions. It also positions TVK as
a party seeking to redefine po-
litical engagement in Tamil
Nadu by appealing directly to
the electorate without tradi-
tional alliances.

Indian Railways Plans to Ease
Boarding Rules for Greater
Passenger Flexibility

Indian Railways is consid-
ering a significant change to
its boarding rules that could
make train travel more flexi-
ble and convenient for passen-
gers. The move comes as part
of efforts to modernise sys-
tems and improve the overall
travel experience.

At present, passengers are
required to board the train
from the boarding station se-
lected at the time of booking.
If they fail to do so, their seat
may be marked as vacant and
can be allotted to another pas-
senger after a few stations.
This rule often causes incon-
venience, especially for those
who are delayed due to traffic,
personal emergencies, or
changes in travel plans.

To address these concerns,
the Railway Board has pro-
posed relaxing the existing
rules. The proposal has been
sent to the Centre for Railway
Information Systems (CRIS),
which manages the digital in-
frastructure of railway book-
ings and passenger data. CRIS
has been asked to explore the
necessary technical changes
to implement the revised
system.

Under the proposed chang-
es, passengers may be allowed
to board from subsequent sta-
tions without automatically
losing their reserved seats.
This would eliminate the cur-
rent risk of seat reassignment
if a passenger fails to board at
the designated point. The idea
is to provide more flexibility
while ensuring that seats are

not unnecessarily marked as
vacant.

Officials believe that the
current system is too rigid
and does not account for real-
world challenges faced by pas-
sengers. By introducing more
adaptable rules, Indian Rail-
ways aims to make the jour-
ney smoother and less stress-
ful, especially for
long-distance travelers.

However, implementing
such changes will require
careful planning. The system
must still ensure that vacant
seats can be efficiently allo-
cated to waitlisted passengers
when genuinely unused. Bal-
ancing flexibility with opti-
mal seat utilisation will be
key to the success of the
proposal.

The move is part of a broad-
er push by Indian Railways to
digitally upgrade its services
and adopt passenger-centric
reforms. If approved and im-
plemented, the revised board-
ing rules could significantly
enhance convenience and re-
duce disputes related to seat
allocation.

For now, the proposal is un-
der consideration, and pas-
sengers will need to follow ex-
isting rules until any official
changes are announced.
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Supreme Court Criticises

‘Blame Game’in Electoral Roll
Process

The Supreme Court ex-
pressed displeasure over
what it described as an “un-
fortunate blame game” be-
tween authorities involved
in the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. The court stressed that
such an approach only ham-
pers progress in an already
time-bound and crucial dem-
ocratic exercise.

During the proceedings,
the bench directed the con-
cerned High Court to take a
more proactive role by ap-
pointing judicial officers to
oversee aspects of the SIR
process. The aim is to en-
sure transparency, account-
ability, and smooth coordi-
nation among agencies
responsible for updating
voter lists.

The SIR exercise is con-
ducted periodically to revise
electoral rolls, remove ineli-
gible names, and include
new voters. Given its impor-
tance in maintaining free

and fair elections, the court
underscored that adminis-
trative inefficiencies or con-
flicts between institutions
cannot be allowed to derail
the process.

The judges observed that
instead of passing responsi-
bility, authorities must work
collaboratively. The court
noted that delays or mis-
management could affect
voter inclusion and ulti-
mately weaken the electoral
framework.

To address these con-
cerns, the Supreme Court
instructed that judicial of-
ficers be deployed to moni-
tor the process on the
ground. Their role would
include supervising imple-
mentation, resolving dis-
putes, and ensuring that
guidelines are followed
properly.

The court’s intervention
comes amid concerns raised
about the execution of the
SIR exercise in certain re-

gions, including allegations
of irregularities and lack of
coordination. By involving
judicial officers, the court
hopes to bring greater cred-
ibility and efficiency to the
process.

Additionally, the bench
emphasized that electoral
roll revision is not merely a
routine administrative task
but a foundational element
of democracy. Therefore, all
stakeholders—including
election authorities and
state administrations—
must treat it with serious-
ness and urgency.

The Supreme Court’s re-
marks serve as a reminder
that institutional coopera-
tion is essential in safe-
guarding democratic pro-
cesses. By discouraging
blame-shifting and encour-
aging accountability, the
court aims to ensure that the
electoral roll revision is
completed in a fair, transpar-
ent, and timely manner.

Sukhu Flags Attacks on
Kashmiris, Criticises India—-US

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
Chief Minister of Himachal
Pradesh, raised concerns
over recent attacks on Kash-
miri traders while speaking
during his visit to Srinagar.
He also strongly criticised
the trade agreement be-
tween India and the United
States, warning of its poten-
tial impact on farmers.

Addressing party work-
ers and local leaders, Sukhu
described incidents involv-
ing attacks on Kashmiris as
isolated and politically driv-
en. He assured that authori-
ties in Himachal Pradesh
have acted swiftly, with ar-
rests made promptly in
such cases. Referring to a
recent assault on a Kashmi-
ri shawl seller, he stressed
that such events are not rep-
resentative of the state’s
overall atmosphere.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted that Kashmiris have
long been part of Himachal
Pradesh’s social and eco-
nomic fabric, often living
and working there peace-

Trade Deal

fully. He urged traders from
Jammu and Kashmir not to
feel threatened and encour-
aged them to continue their
livelihoods without fear.
Sukhu also directed law en-
forcement agencies to take
strict action against those
responsible for any harass-
ment and appealed to vic-
tims to report incidents
immediately.

He suggested that some of
these episodes are ampli-
fied for attention, particu-
larly on social media, and
do not reflect widespread
hostility. According to him,
maintaining harmony be-
tween communities re-
mains a priority for his
government.

Shifting focus to econom-
ic concerns, Sukhu criti-
cised the India-US trade
deal, calling it detrimental
to farmers, especially in hill
states like Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir. He pointed out
that both regions rely heav-
ily on horticulture, particu-
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larly apple cultivation,
which sustains a large sec-
tion of the population.

He warned that lowering
import duties could result
in a surge of cheaper for-
eign agricultural products
such as apples, walnuts, and
almonds. This, he said,
would make it difficult for
local farmers to compete,
especially those who have
invested significantly in
modern storage and farm-
ing infrastructure.

Sukhu cautioned that the
long-term effects of the
agreement could harm do-
mestic producers and weak-
en the rural economy. He
emphasised the need for
policies that prioritise In-
dian farmers and protect
their interests in an in-
creasingly competitive glob-
al market.

His remarks combined re-
assurance on maintaining
social harmony with a
strong warning about eco-
nomic challenges facing ag-
ricultural communities.
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Trump Claims He Prevented India Pakistan War
Using Tariff Threat

At a recent Board of Peace
event in Washington, U.S.
President Donald Trump as-
serted that he played a deci-
sive role in halting last year’s
military escalation between
India and Pakistan. Trump
claimed he had warned both
nations that he would impose
a 200 % tariff on each country
if they did not stop fighting,
arguing that “nothing is like
money” to force peace. He also
stated that “11 very expensive
jets” had been shot down dur-
ing the conflict and that his
threat persuaded the sides to
halt hostilities.

Trump said Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif re-
portedly expressed gratitude,
telling Trump that the tariff
threat saved “25 million lives,”
and he described personal
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phone calls with leaders from
both capitals. The U.S. presi-
dent also highlighted his per-
sonal relationship with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as part of his narrative
about applying diplomatic
pressure.

The Indian government has
firmly denied any third party
mediation in the India Paki-
stan ceasefire, stating that the
truce was reached bilaterally
through direct military to
military talks rather than
U.S. intervention. Officials
rejected the notion that
Trump’s tariff threat or in-
volvement influenced the ces-
sation of fighting in May
2025.

Analysts and commenta-
tors have questioned the ac-
curacy of Trump’s account,
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noting there is no public evi-
dence that 11 jets were
downed or that tariff threats
affected decision-making by
either government. Many ob-
servers view Trump’s re-
marks as part of his broader
strategy to highlight his for-
eign policy credentials ahead
of ongoing political debates
in the U.S.

The Board of Peace meet-
ing — intended to spotlight
diplomatic efforts on peace
and conflict resolution —
drew international attention
partly due to Trump’s sensa-
tional framing of the South
Asia conflict. Reports de-
scribed awkward moments as
Trump called on Sharif to
stand and publicly reinforce
the U.S. role, which some
commentators characterized

as turning into political thea-
tre rather than grounded
diplomacy.

The India Pakistan conflict
Trump referred to followed
the Pahalgam terror attack in
April 2025 and subsequent
military clashes later that
spring. The ceasefire under-
standing was formally an-
nounced on May 10, 2025, and
was welcomed by regional
and global actors as a de esca-
lation of tensions.

In summary, Trump reiter-
ated his claim of stopping the
India Pakistan conflict using
economic pressure, but his
account has been challenged
by Indian authorities and
lacks independent confirma-
tion, making it a subject of
debate rather than an estab-
lished diplomatic fact.

Area 51 Explained: The Real Story Behind the UFO Legend

Area 51 is one of the most fa-
mous and mysterious places
on Earth, instantly bringing to
mind images of UFOs, extra-
terrestrials, and secret alien
technology. But the real reason
this remote military base in
the Nevada desert is so strong-
ly linked to alien lore has more
to do with history, secrecy, and
public imagination than with
actual proof of extraterrestri-
al life.

What Area 51 Actually Is

Area 51 is a highly classified
U.S. Air Force testing site situ-
ated about 130 km north of Las
Vegas. It forms part of the ex-
pansive Nevada Test and
Training Range and was estab-
lished in the 1950s. Its original
mission was to develop and
test high altitude reconnais-
sance aircraft — most notably
the U 2 spy plane — under ex-
treme secrecy during the Cold
War era.

The existence of Area 51
wasn’t officially acknowledged
until 2013, when the U.S. gov-
ernment declassified docu-
ments detailing historic flight
test programs conducted there.
Those files made it clear that
the base’s core purpose was
testing advanced military air-
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craft, not researching or hous-
ing alien spacecraft.

How Alien Myths Took Hold

So how did Area 51 become
synonymous with aliens? The
answer lies in its extreme se-
crecy and timing. In the 1950s
and 1960s, reports of unidenti-
fied flying objects surged
across the U.S., especially near
Nevada. Many of these sight-
ings were later understood to
be classified aircraft flying at
unprecedented altitudes, unfa-
miliar to civilian observers
and radar operators.

The 1950s Roswell incident
— where debris initially

thought to be from an alien
craft was later explained as
parts of a secret balloon pro-
ject — further fueled conspira-
cy theories. High profile fig-
ures like Bob Lazar, who
claimed in 1989 to have worked
at Area 51 on alien technology;,
also entrenched the base’s oth-
erworldly reputation, even
though his claims were widely
discredited.

Pop Culture and Public
Fascination

Movies, TV shows, books,
and online culture have ampli-
fied Area 51’s alien connec-
tions over decades. Fictional

portrayals blurred the line be-
tween reality and fantasy, em-
bedding the idea of hidden ex-
traterrestrials deep into public
consciousness — even though
no reliable evidence ever sup-
ported such claims.

Recent Reignited Interest

Interest in UFOs and uniden-
tified aerial phenomena
(UAPs) has surged in recent
years. Statements by public fig-
ures suggesting that aliens
might exist — even while ac-
knowledging that no concrete
proof of contact has been
found — have kept Area 51 in
the spotlight. Some govern-
ments have responded by re-
leasing or planning to release
previously classified files re-
lated to UFO sightings and
UAP investigations, adding to
public intrigue.

What's Real and What’s Not

Despite decades of specula-
tion, there is no verified evi-
dence that Area 51 ever housed
alien bodies, spacecraft, or any
extraterrestrial technology. Its
enduring mystery stems large-
ly from its strategic secrecy as
a defense testing facility, which
inadvertently bred speculation
and fascination.

Prince Andrew Released Under Investigation After Arrest for Misconduct

Prince Andrew Mountbat-
ten Windsor, the younger
brother of King Charles III,
was released under investi-
gation after being arrested
on suspicion of misconduct
in public office in the United
Kingdom. Police held him
for about 11-12 hours before
releasing him as inquiries
continue, meaning he has
not been charged but re-
mains subject to ongoing
investigation.

The investigation stems
from allegations linked to the
Jeffrey Epstein files, which
suggest Andrew may have
shared sensitive government
or commercial information
during his tenure as the UK’s
trade envoy between 2001 and
2011. Police are also searching
properties associated with
him in Norfolk and Berkshire
as part of their inquiries.

This arrest marks a historic
moment, believed to be the
first time in modern history
that a senior member of the
British royal family has been

taken into police custody on
suspicion of a serious public
office related offense. Senior
royals rarely face this level of
legal scrutiny, and the case has
drawn global attention.

King Charles III publicly ac-
knowledged the situation, em-
phasizing that “the law must
take its course” and that police
have the royal family’s full co-

operation. Other members of
the family, including the
Prince and Princess of Wales,
have echoed support for due
process. Buckingham Palace
was reportedly not informed
in advance of the arrest.

At this stage, Andrew is not
charged, and police have
stressed the matter is active
and ongoing. Misconduct in

public office is a serious of-
fence under British law that
can carry a maximum life sen-
tence, though such cases are
complex and rarely
prosecuted.

This episode occurs against
a backdrop of long standing
controversy over Andrew’s
links to Jeffrey Epstein, in-
cluding a previously settled
U.S. civil lawsuit related to
sexual abuse allegations (not
directly part of the current
misconduct probe). The broad-
er inquiry into the newly re-
leased Epstein documents has
prompted multiple law en-
forcement assessments in the
UK.

In summary, Prince Andrew
has been released under inves-
tigation after being arrested
on suspicion of misconduct in
public office linked to docu-
ments in the Epstein Files.
The case remains open, with
police carrying out searches
and inquiries, and the former
royal continues to deny
wrongdoing.

V000

www.truepointnews.com

Indian Origin Executive
Convicted in $1.2 Million‘Ghost
Job’ Fraud in the US

An Indian origin former
senior executive of Optum
Inc., a subsidiary of United-
Health Group in the United
States, has been convicted in
a major fraud scheme that
siphoned over $1.2 million
from the company through a
long running “ghost job”
and kickback arrangement.

Karan Gupta, 47, who
served as a senior director
of data analytics at Optum
in Minnesota, was found
guilty by a federal jury after
a six day trial on multiple
charges, including conspira-
cy to commit wire fraud,
wire fraud and conspiracy to
commit money laundering.

How the Scheme Worked

Prosecutors detailed that
the fraud began in 2015 when
Gupta arranged for a life-
long friend to be hired into a
managerial data engineer-
ing role at Optum even
though the friend was not
qualified for the position.
Gupta allegedly provided a
fabricated résumé to secure
the job and became his
friend’s direct supervisor.

Over the next nearly four
years, the friend did virtu-
ally no work for the compa-
ny. Evidence showed he sel-
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dom sent emails, rarely
interacted with other em-
ployees, and in some periods
did not even log into his
company computer. Despite
this, the friend continued to
receive a substantial salary;,
which started at more than
$100,000 and increased with
raises and bonuses.

Kickbacks and
Concealment

In return for the “job,”
Gupta demanded that his
friend pay more than half of
his unearned salary back to
him as kickbacks. The pair
employed elaborate methods
to conceal these illicit pay-
ments. Initially, the friend
withdrew cash from his
bank account and deposited
it into a bank branch linked
to Gupta’s account so Gupta
could access it. Later, the
friend opened a new check-
ing account for salary depos-
its and mailed Gupta the
debit card, which Gupta
then used to withdraw funds
from ATMs.

Discovery and Legal
Outcome
The fraud was uncovered

after Gupta was terminated
in November 2019 following

the discovery of a separate
fraud during an internal re-
view at Optum. A deeper in-
vestigation revealed the
ghost employee and kick-
back scheme, leading to his
prosecution by federal
authorities.

The total loss to the com-
pany from Gupta’s fraudu-
lent activities has been esti-
mated at more than
$1.2 million. He now faces
potential federal prison
time, financial penalties and
restitution orders when he
is sentenced at a later date.

Official Response

Officials highlighted that
such schemes undermine le-
gitimate business opera-
tions. Authorities stated that
individuals in positions of
trust must be held account-
able, especially when their
actions harm employers and
potentially burden others
indirectly.

In summary, Karan Gup-
ta’s conviction underscores
the severity of “ghost job”
and kickback frauds in cor-
porate settings and marks a
notable case of legal ac-
countability for high level
executive misconduct in the
United States.

Dubai Set to Launch Air Taxi Service in
2026 — 36 km Trip in Just 10 Minutes

Dubai is gearing up to in-
troduce a cutting edge air
taxi service in 2026 that
could transform urban trav-
el in the Emirate and posi-
tion it as a global leader in
futuristic mobility solu-
tions. This new electric ver-
tical take off and landing
(eVTOL) service aims to
drastically cut travel times
between key locations — for
instance, a trip from Dubai
International Airport to
Palm Jumeirah, a distance
of about 36 km currently
taking around 45 minutes by
road, could be completed in
just around 10 minutes by
air taxi once operations
begin.

What Is the Air Taxi
Service?

The plan involves launch-
ing a fleet of fully electric
air taxi aircraft designed to
carry a pilot and up to four
passengers at speeds of up to
320 km/h. These aircraft are
quiet, powered by electricity
with zero direct emissions,
and make use of specially
developed vertiports — dedi-
cated facilities for take off
and landing without the

need for traditional
runways.

Network and Vertiports

Initially, the service will
operate from four main
locations:

. Dubai International

Airport (DXB)

. Palm Jumeirah

«  Dubai Marina

«  Downtown Dubai

At each site, vertiports are
being built with two zones
for take off and landing, air
conditioned passenger
lounges, parking, and charg-
ing stations for the aircraft.
Each facility is expected to
support tens of thousands
of flights annually, helping
to relieve ground traffic con-
gestion and offer a seamless,
rapid transport option.

Commercial Launch and
Goals

Officials have confirmed
that trials and infrastruc-
ture buildup are well under-
way with the aim of com-
mercial air taxi operations
commencing in 2026. The
goal is not only to provide a
premium travel choice for
residents and visitors but

also to integrate aerial mo-
bility with Dubai’s public
transport system — includ-
ing metro lines, buses, and
micro mobility last mile
services.

Why It Matters

This initiative exemplifies
Dubai’s strategy to adopt in-
novative and sustainable
transportation technologies.
By slashing travel times dra-
matically — such as turning
a lengthy airport to Palm
journey into a matter of
minutes — the air taxi ser-
vice is expected to appeal to
commuters, business travel-
ers, and tourists alike. It re-
inforces the city’s ambition
to become a global hub for
next generation mobility.

Looking Ahead

As the air taxi network
prepares for launch, work
continues on regulatory
frameworks, aircraft certifi-
cation, and vertiport con-
struction. If successful,
Dubai’s service could be-
come a model for other cities
around the world exploring
urban air mobility solutions
in the years ahead.
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Strong Close for Dalal Street: Nifty
Above 25,550, Sensex Surges 317 Points
as Power & Metal Stocks Lead, IT Lags

Indian equity markets
finished Friday on a
firm footing, with key
indices staging a robust
recovery after early vol-
atility. The BSE Sensex
rose 316.57 points
(0.38%) to 82,814.71,
while the Nifty 50
climbed 116.90 points
(0.46%) to 25,571.25, com-
fortably above the 25,550
level.

The rally was broad-
based, with strength
seen across several key
sectors. Power, metal,
capital goods and PSU
bank stocks were among
the top performers, help-
ing to lift sentiment and
underpin the market’s
advance. Major gainers
on the Nifty included
names like Hindalco In-
dustries, NTPC, SBI
Life, L&T and Coal In-
dia, all benefiting from
sustained buying inter-
est during the session.

In contrast, IT stocks
underperformed, acting
as a drag on the overall
market gains. Heavy-
weights such as Infosys,
Tech Mahindra, HCL
Technologies and Wipro
ended the day in nega-
tive territory, with the

broader IT index down
about 1%, underscoring
sector-specific weak-
ness. Media stocks also
lagged behind the broad-
er market’s rally.

The broader market
displayed mixed perfor-
mance. The Nifty Mid-
cap index rose by around
0.5%), while the Smallcap
index closed slightly
lower, highlighting some
divergence in risk senti-
ment among mid and
smaller-sized compa-
nies. Despite this, the
overall advance-decline
ratio favoured gainers,
suggesting healthy par-
ticipation across vari-
ous segments of the
market.

Trading was not with-
out its challenges. Early
in the session, markets
grappled with geopoliti-
cal concerns and elevat-
ed crude oil prices,
which had initially
weighed on sentiment.
However, as trade pro-
gressed, bargain hunt-
ing and fresh buying
emerged, helping to re-
verse the early losses
and drive the bench-
marks higher.

Stock-specific action

remained active. Sever-
al mid and small-cap
stocks hit 52 week lows,
indicating that while
broad indices were
strong, underlying vola-
tility persisted in select
segments of the market.
Nonetheless, fresh buy-
ing in sectoral leaders
prevented this from de-
railing the overall posi-
tive trend.

On a weekly basis,
both Sensex and Nifty
posted modest gains,
showing resilience de-
spite mixed global cues
and intermittent profit-
booking. The rally into
the weekend, led by cy-
clical sectors such as
power and metals, re-
flects investors’ willing-
ness to rotate into seg-
ments expected to
benefit from sustained
economic activity.

In summary, the Indi-
an equity market ended
the week on a high note,
buoyed by broad-based
buying, strong perfor-
mances in cyclical sec-
tors, and a rebound
from early session
weakness — even as IT
stocks continued to lag
behind.

RBI’s Revised Bank Exposure Rules
Will Change How Brokers Fund
Margin Trading, Not Client Leverag

The Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) latest revi-
sion of bank exposure
rules has sparked debate
across broking circles,
but the central point of
the update is often mis-
understood. Rather than
altering how individual
traders use margin trad-
ing facilities, the chang-
es focus primarily on
how brokers themselves
are funded for such
activities.

Previously, RBI rules
had an operationally
complex requirement
that banks taking expo-
sure to brokers’ margin
trading facilities (MTF)
must pledge client secu-
rities. Brokers found
this structure impracti-
cal, and it effectively
shut the door on banks
providing direct funding
for MTF books. The lat-
est circular removes this
clause, reopening a more
workable funding route.
This means brokers may
once again explore bank
funding options for their
MTF exposures — some-
thing that had nearly
vanished in practice. In
essence, the central
bank is tweaking the me-
chanics of bank-to-bro-
ker funding, not tighten-
ing client-level leverage
limits.

Leading broking ex-
ecutives have pointed
out that the new circular
is not a reaction to out-
sized growth in margin
trading. Contrary to
some initial interpreta-
tions, it does not reduce
clients’ ability to take
leveraged positions
through MTF. The lever-
age frameworks that de-
termine how much a cli-
ent can borrow against
their stock holdings re-
main governed by estab-
lished norms set by mar-
ket regulators and stock
exchanges.

Industry insiders ex-
plain that the revised
rules aim to clarify and
streamline how banks
evaluate and support
broker balance sheets.
While banks were large-
ly already reluctant to
fund brokers’ MTF posi-
tions given past com-
plexity, the updated
rules remove a specific
constraint — potentially
making a clearer path
for such funding in fu-
ture, subject to individ-
ual bank policies. This
can help bring if any, a
more standardized ap-
proach toward financ-
ing brokers’ risk
exposures.

Broker representa-
tives have also stressed

that risk concentration
limits, such as those on
single-stock exposures
within margin trading
books, continue to be
monitored. These limits
help ensure that risk re-
mains manageable and
that brokers do not
overextend their lend-
ing to clients regardless
of how funding is
sourced. The structure
still comes with higher
margins compared to
other trading products
like derivatives or nor-
mal delivery trades.

While some commen-
tary in market circles
has linked the RBI move
to a broad tightening of
retail leverage, brokers
clarify that the client-
facing experience won'’t
fundamentally change
because of this circular.
Margin trading will
continue to operate un-
der existing risk, re-
porting, and margin re-
quirements set by
regulators. In summary,
the RBI’s updated expo-
sure rules represent an
adjustment in how
banks and brokers in-
teract, potentially en-
hancing clarity around
funding, but do not di-
rectly alter the leverage
available to retail
traders.

ECONOMY

V000

www.truepointnews.com

Morgan Stanley Sees Big Upside in Reliance Industries onAl
Investment Push

Global brokerage Mor-
gan Stanley has highlight-
ed Reliance Industries
Ltd. (RIL) as one of its top
stock picks, projecting
strong long term upside
driven by the company’s
ambitious plan to spend
heavily on artificial intel-
ligence (AI) infrastruc-
ture and related business-
es. The firm maintains an
“overweight” rating on
RIL shares and has set a
target price significantly
above current levels, im-
plying potential gains of
around 28 % over its re-
cent market price.

At the centre of Morgan
Stanley’s optimism is
RIL’s massive capital allo-
cation blueprint. The com-
pany has unveiled plans to
invest roughly
710 lakh crore over the
next seven years in Al,
digital platforms, and re-
lated energy supply infra-
structure — a strategic
shift that mirrors the bold
expansions it made earlier
in telecom and consumer
businesses. This planned
outlay is seen as the next
big pivot in the conglom-
erate’s evolution, with po-
tential to reshape its earn-
ings profile over the long
term.

RIL’s Al strategy was re-
cently outlined by Chair-
man Mukesh Ambani,
who revealed plans to con-
struct multi gigawatt Al
ready data centres, backed

by renewable energy ca-
pacity of up to 10 GW, ad-
vanced energy storage
systems, and Al comput-
ing infrastructure. The
first phase is expected to
generate an initial 120 MW
of capacity in the second
half of 2026, with a steady
scale up over subsequent
years.

Morgan Stanley’s posi-
tive view stems not only
from the scale of invest-
ment but also from the re-
turn potential of the pro-
posed “intelligence”
business. Analysts esti-
mate that the new AI fo-

cused capabilities could
deliver post tax returns on
capital employed above
12 % and return on equity
nearing 18 % over five
years — figures that are
materially better than
what RIL achieved from
previous major capex
cycles.

Execution is expected to
involve partnerships with
global technology players,
leveraging both RIL’s ex-
isting digital ecosystem
and external expertise.
The overall strategy aims
to build sovereign AI com-
puting capability in India

while potentially unlock-
ing new revenue streams
from enterprise services
and digital offerings.

Financially, the firm’s
significant annual operat-
ing cash flows — estimat-
ed in the US $14-15 billion
range — provide a strong
funding base for the initia-
tive, helping cushion the
investment and reduce de-
pendence on external
financing.

Market reaction to both
the AI plan and Morgan
Stanley’s outlook has been
positive. RIL’s stock has
seen gains, reflecting in-

vestor confidence in the
company’s strategic direc-
tion, while its market cap-
italisation remains among
India’s largest, underlin-
ing sustained institution-
al interest.

In summary, Morgan
Stanley’s bullish stance on
Reliance Industries cen-
tres on the belief that its
extensive Al and digital
infrastructure investment
could be the next major
growth driver — one capa-
ble of delivering meaning-
ful returns and reshaping
the company’s long term
earnings trajectory.

UPL Approves Move to Carve Out a Listed Pure Play Crop
Protection Business

UPL Limited, the ma-
jor global agro chemical
and seeds company, has
received board approval
for a significant group
reorganisation that will
reshape how its crop
protection business is
structured and valued.
The plan centres on cre-
ating a separately listed
pure play crop protec-
tion arm — a strategic
move designed to unlock
value for shareholders
and sharpen the focus of
its core agricultural

chemicals operations.
At present, UPL oper-
ates through a diversi-
fied portfolio that in-
cludes crop protection,
seeds, specialty chemi-
cals, and related agri
tech solutions. As part
of the reorganisation
plan approved by the
board, the company in-
tends to consolidate its
crop protection business
into a standalone entity
that will be listed inde-
pendently on stock ex-
changes. This new pure

play crop protection
arm is expected to bring
greater clarity to the
business and help inves-
tors more accurately as-
sess its performance
and growth prospects.
The rationale behind
the move is rooted in
creating a more stream-
lined corporate struc-
ture where high growth,
high focus segments can
operate with dedicated
strategies and capital al-
location. By spinning
off crop protection into

its own listed vehicle,
UPL aims to improve op-
erational focus and give
this business area the
autonomy to pursue its
full growth potential.
This separation also en-
ables more transparent
valuation of the core
crop protection business
apart from other UPL
segments such as spe-
cialty chemicals and
seeds, which have differ-
ent market dynamics.

In addition to ena-
bling value recognition,
the reorganisation is
likely to help UPL at-
tract targeted invest-
ments specifically for
the crop protection
arm. Investors who are
keen on the agricultur-
al chemicals sector may
find the pure play enti-
ty more aligned with
their focus and risk
profile, compared with
holding shares in a
broader diversified
conglomerate.

The board’s approval
follows an earlier phase
of strategic realign-
ment in which UPL cre-
ated distinct pure play
platforms for its domes-
tic crop protection and
seeds businesses, as well

as other segments. That
earlier exercise involved
transferring specific op-
erations into wholly
owned subsidiaries and
bringing in private eq-
uity participation, with
the aim of unlocking
value and enhancing
growth prospects.
Breaking out a listed
crop protection arm
comes at a time when
UPL is also navigating
broader industry pres-
sures, including manag-
ing debt and operational
efficiency. Analysts have
noted that restructuring
efforts like this can help
the company sharply de-
fine strategic priorities
while managing capital
more effectively.
Overall, the board’s
approval for the pro-
posed reorganisation
lays the groundwork for
a major structural
transformation at UPL.
By creating a separately
listed pure play crop
protection entity, the
company is aiming to
unlock shareholder val-
ue, refine strategic exe-
cution, and attract fo-
cused investor interest
in one of its most impor-
tant business verticals.

RBI's New MTF Rules Won’t Lower Client Leverage, But Could
Influence How Retail Traders Use It

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s latest circular on
Margin Trading Facility
(MTF) has stirred fresh
discussion in broking and
trading circles. Although
the new guidelines do not
directly change how much
leverage retail investors
can use, they could mean-
ingfully shape how trad-
ers think about and apply
leverage in practice.

At its core, the RBI’s up-
dated framework tightens
how brokers themselves
borrow funds from banks
to support their MTF
books. The rules require
that any funding must be
fully secured with high
quality collateral, demand
larger haircuts on pledged
equity securities, and im-
pose more stringent cash
backing for loans. These
measures target the bro-
ker to bank funding rela-
tionship — not the client
level leverage that individ-
ual investors enjoy while
using margin products.

Brokers have been
quick to emphasize that

existing margin require-
ments, leverage limits,
and risk controls for MTF
remain under the jurisdic-
tion of India’s market reg-
ulator (SEBI) and the
stock exchanges. In other
words, how much a retail
trader can borrow against
shares in their account
isn’t altered by this circu-
lar. What does change is
the economics behind how
brokers fund their own ob-
ligations, which indirectly
affects the cost structure
of margin trading.

One key point raised by
industry executives is that
many retail investors un-
derestimate the total cost
of leverage. While atten-
tion often focuses on head-
line interest rates charged
on MTF borrowings, the
actual cost to a trader also
includes brokerage fees
and how quickly borrow-
ing costs accumulate —
especially for short term
positions. Higher funding
costs for brokers could
translate into more visi-
ble charges for traders

who underestimate the
expenses tied to leveraged
positions.

Some brokers predict
that this renewed clarity
around funding costs may
lead to a temporary mod-
eration in the use of mar-
gin trading. As traders
reassess the true costs of
holding leveraged posi-
tions, they may adjust
their trading habits, par-
ticularly for very short
holding periods where

costs can quickly erode
profits.

Others in the industry
stress that the circular
doesn’t equate to a crack-
down on retail MTF us-
age. Since banks were al-
ready not heavily
financing MTF exposure
in practice, brokers are
expected to continue rely-
ing on internal accruals,
commercial paper mar-
kets, or non bank lending
lines — meaning the un-

derlying mechanics for
clients stay broadly the
same.

Overall, while the RBI’s
changes introduce stricter
funding discipline for bro-
kers, they stop short of
tightening retail leverage
limits. Instead, the shift
puts a spotlight on the
true economics of lever-
age, potentially encourag-
ing more informed usage
of margin facilities among
retail investors.
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T4 Lakh for Kindergarten? Viral
Post Sparks Debate on Rising
Education Costs

A recent social media post by Aviral
Bhatnagar, an alumnus of IIT Bombay;,
has ignited a widespread debate about
the soaring cost of early education in
India. His reaction to an unusually
high kindergarten fee structure has
resonated with thousands online,
highlighting growing concerns about
affordability in the education sector.

The controversy began when Bhat-
nagar shared that his cousin’s daugh-
ter, enrolled in an Upper Kindergarten
(UKG) class at a private school in
Mumbai, was paying nearly ¥4 lakh an-
nually. What made the revelation even
more striking was his comparison: the
amount was roughly half of what he
had paid for his entire four-year engi-
neering degree.

This stark contrast quickly captured
public attention. For many, it under-
scored a troubling reality—education
costs, even at the most basic levels, are
rising at an alarming pace.

Bhatnagar described this phenome-
non as a form of “hidden inflation,”
suggesting that while traditional eco-
nomic indicators may not fully cap-
ture it, families are increasingly feel-
ing the burden. His comment also
pointed toward a possible future solu-
tion, proposing that artificial intelli-
gence-driven tutors might one day
make education more accessible and
affordable.

The post soon went viral, drawing
significant engagement and sparking
a heated discussion on social media.
Many users expressed shock and frus-
tration, questioning how preschool
education could command such high
fees. Several pointed out that early
education, which was once considered
relatively affordable, is now becoming
a luxury for many families.

Some users argued that the issue re-
flects deeper structural problems
within the system. They claimed that
sectors like education, healthcare,
and even weddings have become high-
ly commercialized, making them inac-
cessible for the average household.
Others criticized the state of public
institutions, suggesting that declining
quality in government schools has in-

directly pushed parents toward expen-
sive private options.

However, not everyone agreed with
this perspective. A section of users
viewed the situation differently, argu-
ing that such high fees are often linked
to lifestyle choices rather than neces-
sity. According to them, premium
schools cater to affluent families who
are willing to pay more for perceived
quality, brand value, and additional
facilities. In this view, the rising costs
are less about inflation and more
about market demand and social
status.

Some even suggested alternative ap-
proaches, such as homeschooling or
choosing more affordable schools, em-
phasizing that parents still have op-
tions if they are willing to look be-
yond elite institutions.

The discussion also raised broader
questions about inequality in educa-
tion. As private schools continue to
increase fees, access to quality educa-
tion may become increasingly divided
along economic lines. This could have
long-term implications for social mo-
bility and equal opportunity.

Amid this debate, Bhatnagar’s men-
tion of AI tutors added another di-
mension. With rapid advancements in
technology, many believe that person-
alized, Al-driven learning tools could
disrupt traditional education models.
Such tools might offer high-quality in-
struction at a fraction of current
costs, potentially bridging the gap be-
tween affordability and quality.

While this vision remains specula-
tive, it reflects a growing belief that
technology could play a key role in re-
shaping education in the future.

Ultimately, the viral post has done
more than just highlight a shocking
fee figure. It has opened up an impor-
tant conversation about the direction
of education in India—one that touch-
es on affordability, accessibility, and
the evolving role of technology.

As costs continue to rise, the ques-
tion remains: will education become
increasingly exclusive, or will innova-
tion help make it accessible once
again?

Why Finnish PhD Graduates Receive
a I-_Iat and Sword

In Finland, earning a PhD is not just
an academic milestone—it is marked
by a unique and symbolic tradition in-
volving a top hat and a sword. This
centuries-old custom reflects the coun-
try’s deep respect for scholarship,

knowledge, and intellectual
responsibility.

At Finnish universities, doctoral
graduates participate in a formal cer-
emony known as a “doctoral confer-
ment.” During this event, they are
awarded a black top hat, often called a
“doctoral hat,” which signifies aca-
demic freedom and the status of a
scholar. The hat is a visible representa-
tion of the intellectual independence
that comes with achieving the highest
level of education.

Alongside the hat, many graduates
also receive—or more accurately, gain
the right to acquire—a ceremonial
sword. This sword carries a powerful
symbolic meaning: it represents the
graduate’s commitment to defend
truth, knowledge, and ethical values.
Rooted in traditions dating back to the
19th century, the sword embodies the
idea that scholars must stand up for
what is right and contribute responsi-
bly to society.

The sword is not merely decorative.
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It reflects the historical belief that ed-
ucation equips individuals with the
tools to “fight” ignorance and misin-
formation—not through force, but
through reason, evidence, and critical
thinking. In this sense, the sword be-
comes a metaphor for intellectual
courage.

The tradition is particularly promi-
nent at institutions like the University
of Helsinki, where the conferment cer-
emony is a grand and formal affair.
Graduates dress in elegant attire, wear
their doctoral hats, and carry their
swords during processions and cele-
brations. These ceremonies often in-
clude speeches, music, and rituals that
highlight the importance of academic
achievement.

Interestingly, not all graduates auto-
matically receive the sword; many
choose to purchase it themselves. De-
spite this, it remains a cherished sym-
bol of accomplishment and pride.

Finland’s doctoral traditions stand
out globally for their blend of ceremo-
ny and symbolism. By combining the
top hat and sword, the country empha-
sizes that education is not just about
acquiring knowledge, but also about
upholding truth, integrity, and respon-
sibility in the wider world.
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“IBelong Here Now™’: ATraveller’s Emotional Goodbye
toGoa

A foreign traveller’s
heartfelt farewell to Goa
has struck a deep emotion-
al chord online, capturing
the essence of what makes
the coastal Indian state so
special. After spending
two months exploring its
landscapes, culture, and
people, the traveller—
identified as Fran—
shared a moving message
that resonated with
thousands.

Fran documented his
journey through a video
posted on social media, re-
flecting on his time in Goa
and the profound impact it
had on him. What began
as a temporary visit
evolved into an experience
that reshaped his feelings
about India, leaving him
with a sense of belonging
that he hadn’t
anticipated.

In his farewell message,
Fran expressed that leav-
ing Goa did not feel like a
final goodbye. Instead, it
felt more like a pause in an
ongoing relationship. He
described his stay as
transformative, noting
that the connections he
made and the warmth he
experienced went far be-
yond what he had expect-
ed from a short trip.

During his time in Goa,
Fran encountered people
who left a lasting impres-
sion on him. He spoke
about how strangers
quickly turned into
friends and, in some cases,
even felt like family. This
sense of community
played a major role in
shaping his experience,
making his departure all
the more emotional.

What stood out most to
him was not just the sce-
nic beauty or the well-
known tourist attrac-
tions, but the spirit of
the people. He observed
that the locals offered a
unique perspective on In-
dia—one that empha-
sized openness, kind-
ness, and a relaxed way
of life. This, he said,
changed how he viewed
the country as a whole.

Fran admitted that he
arrived as an outsider
but gradually began to
feel like he belonged. The
emotional connection he
developed with Goa made
him question the idea of
temporary travel. By the
end of his stay, the place
no longer felt foreign—it
felt like home.

His reflections high-
lighted that travel is not

only about visiting new
destinations but also
about personal transfor-
mation. For Fran, Goa
became more than just a
stop on a journey; it be-
came a place that influ-
enced his outlook, val-
ues, and emotional
world.

In his message, he also
shared a desire to return.
He made it clear that his
connection to Goa was
not fleeting and that he
intended to come back,
not just as a visitor but
as someone who wants to
contribute positively. He
mentioned hopes of en-
gaging in meaningful ac-
tivities, including help-
ing local communities
and animals.

The emotional tone of
his farewell was cap-
tured in his words, where
he emphasized that Goa
changed something with-
in him. He reflected on
how the experience was
shaped by feelings rather
than just sights or activi-
ties. The atmosphere, the
relationships, and the eve-
ryday moments all com-
bined to create something
deeply meaningful.

The video quickly
gained attention online,

drawing thousands of
views and a flood of com-
ments. Many viewers ap-
preciated how authenti-
cally Fran portrayed his
experience. Locals, in par-
ticular, responded warmly,
expressing gratitude for
the way he represented
their home.

Several commenters
noted that his words per-
fectly captured what
makes Goa unique. Some
shared their own similar
experiences, saying that
the state had affected them
in the same way. Others in-
vited him to return, assur-
ing him that he would al-
ways be welcome.

For many, Fran’s story
reflected a broader truth
about travel in India—that
the country’s impact often
goes beyond its physical
attractions. Visitors fre-
quently find themselves
touched by the people, cul-
ture, and emotional depth
of their experiences.

Goa, in particular, has
long been known for its
ability to leave a lasting
impression. Its blend of
cultural diversity, laid-
back lifestyle, and strong
sense of community cre-
ates an environment
where visitors can feel
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both relaxed and connect-
ed. Fran’s story is a testa-
ment to that enduring
appeal.

His journey also high-
lights how travel can
bridge cultural gaps. De-
spite coming from a differ-
ent background, Fran
found common ground
with the people he met.
This connection tran-
scended language, nation-
ality, and other differenc-
es, reinforcing the idea
that human experiences
are often universal.

In the end, Fran’s good-
bye was not marked by
sadness alone but also by
gratitude and hope. While
he acknowledged the dif-
ficulty of leaving, he also
celebrated what he had
gained—a deeper under-
standing of a place and a
stronger sense of connec-
tion to the world.

His message serves as a
reminder that sometimes,
the most meaningful jour-
neys are the ones that
change us from within.
For Fran, Goa was not just
a destination—it became a
part of who he is.

And as he said in his
farewell, this was not tru-
ly a goodbye, but simply a
promise to return.

“Safe, Welcoming And Diverse”: Australian Vlogger Urges Tourists
To See The Real India

A viral video by an Aus-
tralian travel vlogger has
captured widespread at-
tention online, offering a
refreshing perspective on
India and challenging
long-held stereotypes
about the country.
Through his experiences,
the creator highlights why
he believes India is not
only safe to visit but also
incredibly diverse and
worth exploring in depth.

The vlogger, who has
been travelling across In-
dia as part of a global
journey, shared his
thoughts after spending
considerable time inter-
acting with locals, visiting
different regions, and im-
mersing himself in every-
day life. His central mes-
sage is simple: India is
often misunderstood, and
many of the fears sur-
rounding travel in the
country are exaggerated.

One of the key points he
emphasized is safety. Con-
trary to common percep-
tions, he explained that he
felt comfortable during
his travels. While ac-
knowledging that every
country has its challenges,
he noted that India should
not be judged solely based
on negative portrayals of-
ten seen online or in the
media. His own experienc-
es suggested that, with ba-
sic precautions, travelling
in India can be both safe
and enjoyable.

Beyond safety, the vlog-
ger focused heavily on In-
dia’s diversity—some-
thing he believes sets the
country apart from most
destinations. From land-
scapes and languages to
food and traditions, he de-
scribed India as a place

where every region offers
a completely different ex-
perience. This richness,
he suggested, is often over-
looked by tourists who
limit their visits to a few
well-known cities.

He encouraged travel-
lers to step beyond typical
tourist circuits and ex-
plore lesser-known desti-
nations. According to
him, doing a bit of re-
search and venturing be-
yond popular urban hubs
can reveal a side of India
that is far more authentic
and rewarding.

Another highlight of
his journey has been the
warmth of Indian hospi-
tality. The vlogger shared
multiple instances where
locals went out of their
way to help him—wheth-
er by offering food, guid-
ing him through unfamil-
iar areas, or simply

welcoming him into their
daily lives. He described
this generosity as some-
thing unique and deeply
memorable, reinforcing
his positive view of the
country.

He also spoke about
how social media often
distorts reality. Many vi-
ral travel videos, he
pointed out, focus dispro-
portionately on poverty
or chaos, creating a one-
sided narrative that does
not reflect the full pic-
ture. While he did not
deny that such issues ex-
ist, he stressed that they
represent only a fraction
of what India has to
offer.

Instead, he urged view-
ers to approach travel
with an open mind and to
form their own opinions.
By doing so, he believes
more people would dis-
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cover the country’s cul-
tural richness, historical
depth, and everyday
vibrancy.

Food was another as-
pect he praised enthusi-
astically. From street
meals to more formal din-
ing, he found Indian cui-
sine to be consistently
flavorful and diverse,
adding to the overall trav-
el experience. For him,
the culinary journey was
just as important as the
destinations themselves.

The video quickly reso-
nated with audiences on-
line, many of whom ap-
preciated the balanced
and positive portrayal. In
the comments, users
thanked him for showing
a side of India that often
goes unnoticed and for
countering negative ste-
reotypes with genuine
experiences.

At a broader level, the
vlogger’s message re-
flects a growing trend
among international
travellers who are rede-
fining how India is per-
ceived globally. Rather
than focusing solely on
its challenges, they are
highlighting its
strengths—its people, cul-
ture, and diversity.

Ultimately, the video
serves as both an invita-
tion and a reminder. In-
dia, as the vlogger puts it,
cannot be understood
through a single narra-
tive. It is a country of con-
trasts, where complexity
is part of its identity.

For those willing to
look beyond assumptions,
his message is clear: In-
dia is not just a destina-
tion—it is an experi-
ence—safe, diverse, and
deeply rewarding.
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T20 World Cup Super 8 Format Sparks Widespread

The ICC’s decision to
implement a pre-seeded
Super 8 stage in the T20
World Cup 2026 has
sparked significant con-
troversy among fans,
players, and cricket ex-
perts. Critics argue that
the new format under-
mines competitive fair-
ness and diminishes the
excitement that fans ex-
pect from a major global
tournament.

The controversy cent-
ers on the pre-determined
placement of teams in the
Super 8 round. Under this
system, the top team from
each of the four initial
groups is given a fixed
slot, regardless of perfor-
mance metrics or relative
strength. As a result, all
four group winners — In-
dia, Zimbabwe, West In-
dies, and South Africa —
end up in the same Super
8 group, while the second-
placed teams — Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, England, and
New Zealand — are clus-
tered in the other group.

This arrangement has
drawn criticism for creat-
ing a disproportionate im-
balance between the two
groups. Stronger teams
are concentrated together,
making their path to the
semi-finals more chal-
lenging, while teams fin-
ishing second in their ini-
tial groups enjoy an easier
route. Traditionally, top-
ping the group is sup-

) Criticism

posed to offer a competi-
tive advantage, but in this
setup, finishing first of-
fers little benefit and, in
some cases, may even be a
disadvantage.

Fans have also raised
concerns about how this
format affects the tourna-
ment’s excitement. Since
Super 8 placements are
predetermined, the sig-
nificance of later group-
stage matches is reduced.
Early victories no longer
guarantee meaningful ad-

vantages, and the drama
and unpredictability that
make the T20 World Cup
thrilling are partially
lost.

Additionally, co-hosting
considerations have
caused complications. Sri
Lanka, despite hosting
initial matches, may be
required to travel to India
for crucial knockout
games, depriving the
team of home advantage
and local fan support.
Critics argue that this ar-
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rangement prioritizes lo-
gistical convenience over
sporting fairness.

The ICC has defended
its approach, citing the
need to manage venues,
broadcasting, and travel
efficiently across two host
nations. However, many
observers feel that admin-
istrative considerations
should not come at the
cost of competitive
integrity.

Overall, the Super 8 for-
mat controversy high-
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lights a tension between
organizational efficiency
and the spirit of fair com-
petition. Fans are calling
for a system that rewards
performance, ensures bal-
anced group composi-
tions, and maintains the
suspense and intensity
that define the T20 World
Cup. How the ICC re-
sponds could shape per-
ceptions of the tourna-
ment’s credibility and
fairness in the years to
come.

New Zealand Batters Gear Up to Tackle Pakistan’s Spin
in Super 8 Clash

As the T20 World Cup
2026 Super 8 stage gets
underway, New Zealand’s
batters face a crucial
challenge against Paki-
stan’s spin-heavy attack.
The match in Colombo is
expected to be pivotal for
both teams, with perfor-
mance here likely influ-
encing their chances of
advancing further in the
tournament.

New Zealand’s top or-

der, led by Tim Seifert
and Finn Allen, has deliv-
ered strong starts in ear-
lier games, providing the
team with quick runs and
momentum. However, the
middle order — featuring
Glenn Phillips, Rachin
Ravindra, Mark Chap-
man, and Daryl Mitchell
— has struggled to main-
tain consistency. Con-
verting promising starts
into match-winning in-

nings remains a pressing
concern. Against Paki-
stan’s experienced spin-
ners, New Zealand will
need disciplined partner-
ships and intelligent shot
selection to post or chase
a competitive total
around the 180-run mark.

Pakistan’s spin attack,
well-acquainted with the
slow and turning Colom-
bo surface, presents a for-
midable obstacle. Bowl-

ers such as Usman Tariq,
Abrar Ahmed, Saim
Ayub, Mohammad
Nawaz, and Shadab Khan
are expected to exploit
the pitch conditions to
maximum effect. The bat-
tle between New Zea-
land’s batters and Paki-
stan’s spinners will likely
define the outcome of the
match, with patience,
timing, and strategic
stroke play proving
essential.

While Pakistan’s bowl-
ing appears potent, their
batting has been incon-
sistent so far. Aside from
tournament top-scorer
Sahibzada Farhan, the
rest of the lineup has
struggled to contribute
significant scores. Even
star batsman Babar
Azam has faced difficulty
finding rhythm, raising
the possibility of tactical
adjustments in the bat-
ting order to strengthen
the team’s scoring depth.
Such changes could be
decisive in building to-
tals capable of challeng-
ing New Zealand’s
bowlers.

New Zealand’s bowling
attack must also adapt to
the spin-friendly condi-
tions. Pacers Lockie Fer-
guson, Matt Henry, Jacob
Duffy, and James Neesh-
am will need to vary their
deliveries, including
slower balls, cutters, and
bouncers, to unsettle Pa-
kistan’s batters. Mean-
while, spinners Mitchell
Santner and Ish Sodhi
will play a key role in
controlling the run rate
and taking timely wick-
ets to maintain pressure.

Ultimately, the match
promises to be a tactical
contest between New
Zealand’s batting resil-
ience and Pakistan’s
spin mastery. Middle-or-
der contributions, intel-
ligent shot selection, and
clever use of the bowling
attack are likely to deter-
mine which team gains
the upper hand. With Su-
per 8 stakes high and the
Colombo pitch favoring
spin, both sides face a
challenging yet exciting
battle that could shape
the early trajectory of
the tournament.

Afghanistan Coach Jonathan Trott Bids Emotional Farewell
After T20 World Cup

—

Afghanistan’s head
coach Jonathan Trott
grew visibly emotional
during his final press con-
ference following the
team’s campaign in the
T20 World Cup 2026. The
44-year-old, who has guid-
ed Afghanistan since mid-
2022, struggled to contain
his feelings as he reflected
on his journey with the
team and officially an-
nounced that this was his
last day in charge.

Trott’s tenure saw sev-
eral milestones for Af-
ghanistan cricket. Under
his guidance, the team
nearly reached the semifi-
nals of the 2023 ODI World
Cup and progressed to the
knockout stages of the
T20 World Cup 2024. These
achievements helped ele-
vate the country’s stand-
ing in international crick-
et. Despite exiting the 2026
campaign after the group
stage, Afghanistan ended
on a positive note with a
morale-boosting win in
their final match.

During the press confer-
ence, Trott spoke about
the pride he felt in wit-
nessing the growth of his

players, many of whom
have become world-class
talents despite limited re-
sources and challenging
conditions in Afghani-
stan. His connection with
the squad went beyond
coaching; it was rooted in
admiration for their resil-
ience, dedication, and pas-
sion for the game.

Trott revealed that he
initially took the coaching
role almost by chance but
quickly found it immense-
ly rewarding. He empha-
sized how fulfilling it was
to watch players mature
not only as cricketers but
also as individuals, con-
tributing positively to
their families and commu-
nities. His approach to
coaching focused on build-
ing character, discipline,
and a team culture that
fostered both personal and
professional development.

Afghanistan captain
Rashid Khan and other
teammates paid tribute to
Trott during the press
conference, acknowledg-
ing his significant impact
on the team’s perfor-
mance and morale. In a
touching gesture, star
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batter Ibrahim Zadran
dedicated his Player of
the Match award in the
team’s final game to
Trott, highlighting the re-
spect and appreciation
the players had for their
coach.

While Trott did not
specify his next profes-
sional move, he hinted at
potential future coaching
opportunities, including

apossible return to coach-
ing roles in England, the
country where he had
once represented as a
player. His departure
marks the end of an era
for Afghanistan cricket,
but his legacy remains
evident in the team’s
growth, professionalism,
and rising international
stature.

Trott’s emotional fare-

well underscores the
strong bond he developed
with the Afghan squad
and his dedication to nur-
turing cricket in a coun-
try that continues to make
its mark on the global
stage. His tenure has left a
lasting impression, both
on the players he coached
and on the trajectory of
Afghanistan cricket as a
whole.
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“Beta Perform Karo”: Afridi’s Fiery
Call to Shadab Khan After Criticism
Row

Former Pakistan captain Shahid
Afridi put the spotlight firmly back
on performance after a public back
and forth with current all rounder
Shadab Khan during the ongoing
T20 World Cup 2026. The exchange
was triggered by comments Shadab
made in response to criticism of the
team’s performances following Pa-
kistan’s heavy loss to India.

The controversy began when
Shadab, reacting to remarks from
former players, highlighted that the
current squad achieved something
his predecessors could not — a
World Cup win over India in 2021.
He said that criticism is part of
cricket and pointed to that victory
to defend himself and the team,
suggesting that current players had
earned respect through that
achievement.

Afridi, however, was unim-
pressed with words alone and used
arecent TV appearance to deliver a
blunt message. He reminded Shad-
ab that while the win over India
was a milestone, it should not be
used as a shield against criticism,
especially when the team’s recent
form has been inconsistent. Afridi
stressed that former players, in-
cluding himself, have stood by
Shadab during tougher times — de-
fending him publicly when his
place in the team was under threat
due to poor form.

In a pointed rebuke, Afridi urged
Shadab to let his cricket do the talk-
ing. “Beta perform karo,” Afridi

said — essentially telling the all
rounder to respond with strong per-
formances on the field, rather than
engaging in verbal sparring. He
went further, challenging Shadab to
replicate meaningful contributions
not only against weaker opposition
but also against stronger teams like
New Zealand, which Pakistan faced
in the Super 8 stage.

Afridi acknowledged that cricket
naturally attracts opinions from ex
players and pundits, but empha-
sized that the best way to silence
critics is through impactful dis-
plays in big matches. He recalled
how, during their playing days, per-
formances against top teams were
what ultimately defined careers
and earned respect.

The exchange reflects a deeper
tension within Pakistan’s cricket-
ing circle — between generations of
players and how they view success,
criticism and accountability. Shad-
ab’s initial comments were meant
to defend the current squad’s
achievements, yet Afridi’s response
refocused attention on the impor-
tance of consistency and contribu-
tions in key games.

As Pakistan navigates the Super
8 phase of the tournament, the ex-
pectation now falls on players like
Shadab to back up their words with
performances, just as Afridi called
upon them to do. The challenge re-
mains clear: on the global stage, ac-
tions often speak louder than
statements.

Amir’s Bold Take: From
Criticising Abhishek Sharma to
Predicting India’s Super 8 Fate

Former Pakistan fast bowler Mo-
hammad Amir has stirred conversa-
tion in the build up to the T20 World
Cup 2026 Super 8 stage with two out-
spoken comments about the Indian
team — first targeting opener Ab-
hishek Sharma, and then making a
daring prediction about India’s
chances of reaching the
semifinals.

Amir initially sparked debate by
referring to Abhishek as a “slog-
ger,” suggesting the young batter’s
approach —looking to hit every ball
hard — leaves him vulnerable at the
highest level. Abhishek, one of In-
dia’s most destructive T20 hitters in
recent years, has struggled for runs
in this tournament so far, recording
several ducks early in the competi-
tion. Amir argued that consistent
international bowlers would exploit
technical weaknesses, especially if
a batter relies too much on power
hitting and does not rotate the strike
or play more nuanced cricket.

That smack talk did not sit well
with many fans, particularly as Ab-
hishek’s struggles became a talking
point across cricket forums. While
some defended him as a talented
power hitter who can change games
if he finds form, others acknowl-
edged that early failures can happen
in pressure tournaments like the
World Cup.

But Amir didn’t stop with Ab-

hishek. As the Super 8 groups were
set, he made a provocative call about
India’s overall prospects. Despite In-
dia entering the Super 8s undefeat-
ed in the group stage and being one
of the favorites, Amir predicted
they would not make it to the semi-
finals. He backed South Africa and
West Indies to qualify ahead of In-
dia from their group — a view that
surprised many given India’s
strong record in ICC events.

Amir justified his stance by
pointing to the inconsistency in In-
dia’s batting outside of the mar-
quee win against Pakistan. In his
view, apart from that match, the In-
dian batting unit has shown vulner-
abilities that stronger Super 8 op-
ponents could exploit. This
comment has added fuel to debates
on social media, with fans and com-
mentators divided over whether In-
dia’s recent form is a genuine con-
cern or simply a narrative being
magnified by critics.

While predictions like Amir’s are
part of the colourful banter sur-
rounding major cricket tourna-
ments, they also underline the pres-
sure on India’s batters — especially
those struggling for form — to per-
form when the stakes are highest.
The Super 8 stage will test both In-
dia’s depth and their ability to re-
spond to criticism with results on
the field.
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Hey Balwanth Roars with Laughter

The hilarious enter-
tainer Hey Balwanth,
starring Suhas and Shi-
vani Nagaram, is wit-
nessing a strong theatri-
cal run, with audiences
packing cinemas and re-
sponding with thunder-
ous laughter. Directed by
Gopi Achara and pro-
duced by B. Narendra
Reddy under Trishul Vi-
sionary Studios, the film
released on February 20
and quickly gained
blockbuster momentum.

Presented by the suc-
cessful duo Bunny Vas
and Vamsi Nandipati
through Nandipati En-
tertainments and Bunny
Vas Works, the film has
earned both audience ap-
preciation and positive
critical response. With
strong word-of-mouth,
the team recently cele-
brated the film’s success
at a grand success meet,
where cast and crew
shared their excitement
over the overwhelming
reception.

Speaking at the event,
Vamsi Nandipati re-
vealed that the film re-
ceived an excellent re-
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sponse across all centers.
Overseas premieres re-
portedly collected close
to the 100K mark, while
premiere shows in the
Telugu states ran house-
ful. He added that collec-
tions saw a steady jump
from morning shows to
matinees, describing the
film as “a stress-buster
that leaves audiences re-
freshed.” He expressed
confidence that the film
would reach break-even
over the weekend.

Director Gopi thanked
audiences for their sup-
port, noting that the pos-
itive feedback began
from paid premieres it-
self. He said viewers
have been calling the
film “fantastic” and
praised its ability to
make audiences laugh
non-stop while deliver-
ing emotional moments.
Producer Narendra Red-
dy echoed the sentiment,
calling the response “ex-
tremely encouraging”
and labeling the film a
blockbuster for their
banner.

Cast members also
shared their joy. Actress

Sravanti said audiences
are not only laughing
but also connecting emo-
tionally, urging families
to watch the film in thea-
tres. Actor Sudharshan
noted that theatres are
“shaking with laughter,”
while Shivani expressed
happiness at returning
to audiences with a feel-
good film that families
are enjoying together.

Suhas described the
film as the biggest open-
ing of his career, admit-
ting he was surprised by
the collections and de-
lighted by reports of au-
diences laughing
throughout the screen-
ings. Veteran actor Nar-
esh shared an emotional
note, saying the theatri-
cal experience was rare
and heartwarming, with
viewers giving a stand-
ing ovation during the
climax.

With rising collec-
tions and strong family
appeal, Hey Balwanth is
continuing its success-
ful run, positioning it-
self as one of the sea-
son’s most talked-about
entertainers.

Mrithunjay Release Shifted

[

The release of the
much-anticipated thrill-
er Mrithunjay, starring
Sree Vishnu and Reba
John, has been officially
postponed. The makers
announced that the film
will now arrive in thea-
tres worldwide on
March 6, instead of its
earlier scheduled date
of February 27.

Sharing the update
with fans, Sree Vishnu
took to social media
with a playful note that
read, “The release date
has changed, not the
thrill,” confirming that
the suspense-driven
film will hit the big
screen a week later than
planned. The announce-
ment has heightened cu-
riosity among audienc-
es who have been
eagerly waiting for the
project since the release
of its intriguing title
teaser.

Directed by Hussain

to Marh 6
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Sha Kiran, the film has
already generated
strong buzz within film
circles. The teaser hint-
ed at a gripping crime
thriller packed with
mystery and psychologi-
cal tension. It also re-
vealed that Reba John
will be seen playing a
police officer, while
brief glimpses of Sree
Vishnu sparked specula-
tion among viewers that
he may portray a pris-
oner or a character with
a complex past. The
makers, however, have
kept the storyline tight-
ly under wraps, adding
to the intrigue.
Produced by Sandeep
Gunnam and Vinay
Chilakapati under Light
Box Media and present-
ed by Ramya Gunnam,
the film promises a slick
technical package. The
production house earli-
er described the narra-
tive as a high-stakes

game where every clue
and every move carries
risk, suggesting a lay-
ered investigative plot.
On the technical front,
the film features music
by Kaala Bhairava,
while veteran editor
Sreekar Prasad handles
editing duties. Cinema-
tography is by Vidyasa-
gar, and production de-
sign is by Manisha,
raising expectations for
a visually engaging cin-
ematic experience.
With its release date
now locked for early
March, Mrithunjay is
poised to enter the sum-
mer movie race with
strong anticipation.
Fans of Sree Vishnu are
particularly excited to
see the actor in what ap-
pears to be a darker,
more intense role, while
the film’s mystery-driv-
en premise continues to
build momentum ahead
of its theatrical debut.
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Seetha Payanam Records Modest Four-Day
Collections

The family drama Seetha
Payanam, directed by Arjun
Sarja, has posted modest
numbers at the box office in
its first four days, according
to trade estimates. The film,
which hit theatres on Febru-
ary 14, generated initial curi-
osity among audiences, par-
ticularly as it marked the lead
debut of Aishwarya Arjun op-
posite Niranjan Sudhindra.

The opening day saw a slow
start, with collections re-
maining on the lower side
across major territories. Over
the next few days, the film
maintained steady but limit-
ed momentum, with no sig-
nificant surge during the
weekend. Trade circles sug-
gest that while the film man-
aged to hold its ground with-
out sharp drops, the overall
four-day total remained mod-
est compared to expectations
for a wide release.

Across key markets in the
Telugu states and other
southern regions, the film’s
occupancy levels were de-
scribed as average, with fam-
ily audiences forming the
core footfall. Industry observ-
ers note that the film’s emo-
tional theme and clean story-
telling have resonated with a
section of viewers, but this
positive word-of-mouth has

yet to translate into strong
box-office growth.

Mounted on a sizeable
budget for a mid-scale drama,
the film will likely require
sustained weekday perfor-
mance and improved weekend
trends to move towards a
comfortable recovery zone.
Trade analysts believe that
the coming days will be cru-
cial in determining whether
the film can build gradual
momentum through family
audiences and repeat
viewership.

Despite the muted commer-
cial response, Seetha Payan-
am has received appreciation
from viewers who connect
with its heartfelt narrative.
The story revolves around a
young woman whose life
takes a transformative turn
after a life-altering incident,
leading her on a journey of
gratitude, relationships and
personal rediscovery.

As the theatrical run con-
tinues, the makers remain
hopeful that steady word-of-
mouth will help the film find
a stronger footing in the days
ahead. For now, Seetha Pay-
anam stands as a content-
driven release that has
opened on a restrained note
at the box office while aiming
for gradual growth.

Anvesh Account Banned After Controversy

Telugu travel vlogger
Anvesh, widely known
for his popular “Naa
Anveshana” travel vid-
eos, has landed in con-
troversy after his Insta-
gram account was
banned, triggering
widespread discussion
across social media.
The account, which re-
portedly had around 1.3
million followers, sud-
denly disappeared from
the platform, leaving
fans surprised and
sparking debate online.

o

The action came after
a complaint was lodged
with the CCS police by
actress Karate Kalyani,
who alleged that An-
vesh had made inappro-
priate remarks about
India in some of his vid-
eos. Taking the com-
plaint seriously, police
initiated an inquiry
into the content shared
by the travel vlogger
across his social media
platforms.

During the investiga-
tion, officials reported-

ly found posts that they
believed could promote
communal disharmony
and negatively affect
the country’s image. As
part of the procedure,
the police first sent a
formal communication
to Instagram seeking
details related to the ac-
count. After reviewing
the content, authorities
sent a follow-up letter to
the platform stating
that certain posts were
objectionable and re-
questing that the ac-

count be taken down.
Responding to the po-
lice communication, In-
stagram conducted an
internal review of the
account and its content.
After examining wheth-
er the posts violated its
community guidelines,
the platform reportedly
concluded that there
were breaches of its pol-
icies. Soon after, the ac-
count was banned, and
it no longer appears in
search results, confirm-
ingits removal from the

platform.

The development has
drawn mixed reactions
from the public. While
some social media users
supported the move,
saying creators must be
responsible for their
content, others raised
concerns about freedom
of expression and the
boundaries of online
regulation. The inci-
dent has once again
highlighted the delicate
balance between con-
tent moderation and
creative freedom in the
digital space.

So far, Anvesh has not
issued a detailed public
statement explaining
his side of the story or
responding to the alle-
gations. Meanwhile, of-
ficials have not clarified
whether any further le-
gal proceedings are be-
ing considered.

The controversy un-
derscores the growing
scrutiny faced by digi-
tal influencers in India,
where social media
reach comes with in-
creasing accountability.
With millions of follow-
ers and wide-ranging
influence, online crea-
tors are now under clos-
er watch from both au-
thorities and the public,
making compliance
with platform rules and
legal frameworks more
crucial than ever.

Eesha: A Chilling Thriller Finds New Lifeon OTT

The horror-thriller Ee-
sha, which released in
theatres on December 12,
has been gaining re-
newed attention after its
recent arrival on OTT. Di-
rected by Srinivas
Manne, the film revolves
around a gripping narra-
tive centered on four
friends and their unset-
tling encounter with the
supernatural.

Featuring Trigan, He-
bah Patel, Akhil Raj and
Siri Hanumanthu in key
roles, the film initially
opened to a positive re-
sponse in theatres, par-
ticularly among fans of
the horror genre. After
its theatrical run, the
movie recently began
streaming on Amazon
Prime Video, where it has
been drawing fresh
viewership.

In recent years, horror
thrillers are often per-
ceived as low-budget
ventures that rely more
on jump scares than
strong storytelling.
However, films like

Masooda have helped
shift that perception by
emphasizing content
and atmosphere. Eesha
follows a similar path,
focusing on suspense
and narrative tension
to keep audiences
engaged.

The story follows four
childhood friends who
strongly believe that
ghosts and spirits do not
exist. Determined to ex-
pose so-called godmen
who exploit people’s
fears, they make it a hab-
it to debunk such claims.
Their journey takes a
dangerous turn when
they set out to confront a
self-styled spiritual fig-
ure named Adidev along
the Andhra-Odisha bor-
der. What begins as an
attempt to prove their
point soon spirals into a
terrifying experience, as
the group encounters
situations that challenge
their beliefs and test
their courage.

One of the film’s
strengths lies in its at-

mospheric storytelling
and gradual build-up of
tension rather than rely-
ing solely on loud scares.
The performances of the
lead cast, along with the
eerie setting, help create
a sense of unease that
sustains throughout the
narrative. Viewers who

expected a routine hor-
ror outing were pleas-
antly surprised by the
film’s ability to deliver
genuine thrills.

With its OTT release
expanding its reach be-
yond theatrical audienc-
es, Eesha is finding a sec-
ond wave of appreciation.

For fans of suspenseful
horror dramas, the film
offers a mix of mystery,
fear and emotional un-
dertones, making it a
noteworthy addition to
the recent lineup of Telu-
gu genre films that aim to
balance content with
commercial appeal.

Printed by Published by GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN on behalf of GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN, printed at and published at PLOT NO. 168, G FLOOR, KK NAGAR, PHASE-2, GANDHAMGUDA, BANDLAGUDA JAGIR, RAJENDRANAGAR
Editor GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN. PRGI Registration No. “TGENG/25/A2485”. Phone Number 9100571249, Email ID: ggravikiran@gmail.com




