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New Delhi, February 1, 
2026 | TPN Bureau : 

Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Si-
tharaman pre-
s e n t e d  t h e 

Union Budget 2026–27 in 
Parliament on Sunday, 
outlining a roadmap 
aimed at boosting eco-
nomic growth, infra-
structure, employment, 
and fiscal stability. The 
total expenditure for the 
year has been projected 
at ₹53.5 lakh crore, with 
capital expenditure in-
creased to ₹12.2 lakh 
crore to support large-
scale infrastructure pro-
jects across the country.

Sitharaman empha-
sized three key pillars: 
sustainable economic 
growth, inclusive devel-
opment, and job creation. 
The budget retains fiscal 
discipline with a targeted 
fiscal deficit of  4.3 per-
cent of  GDP, while prior-
itizing public invest-

ment- led g rowth to 
enhance long-term com-
p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d 
resilience.

 Infrastructure devel 
opment received a major 
focus, with plans for sev-
en new high-speed rail 
corridors connecting ma-
jor cities, development of  
20 new national water-
ways, and dedicated 
freight corridors to im-
prove logistics and re-
duce transportation 
costs. These initiatives 
aim to strengthen con-
nectivity and promote re-
gional development.

Support for critical 
sectors was also high-
lighted, including addi-
tional allocations for MS-
MEs, agriculture, and 
the bio-pharma industry 
to drive rural income and 
create employment op-
portunities. The budget 
introduced tax reforms 
and adjustments, includ-
ing changes to securities 

transaction tax (STT) 
and tax collection at 
source (TCS), aimed at 
benefiting specific seg-
ments of  the economy.

Innovation and ad-
vanced manufacturing 
were prioritized, with 
plans to expand semicon-
ductor production and 
reinforce chemical parks 
to reduce import depend-
ence and strengthen do-
mestic value chains. 
These steps are intended 
to position India as a 
competitive hub for tech-
nology and manufactur-
ing while creating em-
ployment for skilled 
youth.

While industry groups 
welcomed the budget as 
balanced and forward-
looking, some opposition 
parties and analysts crit-
icized it for insufficient 
clarity on allocations for 
key programs and spe-
cific growth-boosting 
measures.  Concer ns 

were also raised by sev-
eral states, including Tel-
angana, which argued 
that state-specific needs 
and projects were not ad-
equately represented in 
the allocations. State 
leaders have indicated 
they will seek further 
discussions with the Un-
ion Government to ad-
dress these gaps.

The Finance Minis-
ter’s proposals are now 
set to be debated exten-
sively in Parliament. Ob-
servers expect discus-
sions to focus on both the 
opportunities presented 
by the infrastructure and 
investment initiatives, as 
well as the challenges of  
implementation, fiscal 
management, and equita-
ble development across 
regions. The budget aims 
to balance growth with 
inclusivity while provid-
ing the framework for In-
dia’s economic trajectory 
for the year ahead.

Hyderabad, Febru-
ary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

The Special In-
vestigation 
Team (SIT) on 
Sunday con-

cluded its questioning 
of  former Chief  Minis-
ter and BRS president 
K. Chandrashekar Rao 
(KCR) in connection 
with the alleged phone-
tapping case, marking a 
crucial stage in the on-
going investigation. The 
examination, which 
lasted for nearly five 
hours, was conducted at 
KCR’s residence in Hy-
derabad amid tight se-
curity arrangements.

Senior police officials 
constituting the SIT ar-
rived at the former 
Chief  Minister’s resi-
dence in the afternoon 
and questioned him on 
various aspects related 
to the alleged illegal sur-
veillance carried out 
during the previous 
BRS government’s ten-
ure. According to sourc-
es, the questioning fo-
cused on the functioning 
of  the Special Intelli-
gence Bureau (SIB), pro-
curement and use of  
surveillance equip-
ment, and the alleged 
destruction of  digital 
evidence following the 
change in government.

The phone-tapping 
case came to light after 
a senior police officer 
lodged a complaint re-
garding missing sur-
veillance equipment 
and the destruction of  
files and hard disks 
from the SIB office. Sub-
sequent investigations 
revealed that several 
storage devices were al-
legedly damaged and 

disposed of, prompting 
the state government to 
constitute a Special In-
vestigation Team to 
p ro b e  t h e  m at t e r 
comprehensively.

Before appearing for 
the inquiry, KCR had 
raised objections to the 
notices issued to him, 
terming them improper. 
However,  he  later 
agreed to cooperate 
with the investigation 
and presented himself  
for questioning. SIT of-
ficials reportedly re-
corded his statement as 
part of  the probe, which 
is examining whether il-
legal phone surveil-
lance was carried out on 
political leaders, jour-
nalists, businessper-
sons,  and private 
individuals.

The SIT has already 
examined several for-
mer officials and col-
lected substantial mate-
rial evidence in the 

case. Investigators are 
reportedly trying to es-
tablish the chain of  
command, the decision-
making process behind 
the alleged surveillance, 
and the circumstances 
under which crucial ev-
idence was destroyed. 
Officials said the ques-
tioning of  KCR was an 
important step in un-
derstanding the broader 
picture of  the alleged 
m i s u s e  o f  s t a t e 
machinery.

Security was tight-
ened in and around the 
former Chief  Minister’s 
residence during the in-
quiry to prevent any un-
toward incidents. While 
no immediate confron-
tation was reported, the 
development has inten-
sified political debate in 
the state, with the rul-
ing Congress maintain-
ing that the investiga-
tion is purely legal and 
not driven by vendetta, 

and the BRS alleging po-
litical targeting of  its 
leadership.

With the completion 
of  KCR’s questioning, 
the SIT is expected to 
analyse his statement 
along with other evi-
dence already gathered. 
Sources indicated that 
further notices to other 
key individuals cannot 
be ruled out as the in-
vestigation progresses. 
The final outcome of  
the probe, including the 
possibility of  filing a 
chargesheet, will de-
pend on the findings of  
the SIT after examining 
all material facts and 
testimonies.

The phone-tapping 
case continues to be one 
of  the most closely 
watched investigations 
in Telangana, carrying 
significant political and 
legal implications for 
the state.

SIT Concludes Questioning of KCR in Phone-Tapping Case

Union Budget 2026–27 Focuses on 
Growth, Inclusive Development Hyderabad, February 

1, 2026 | TPN Bureau :

Deputy Chief  
M i n i s t e r 
B h a t t i 
Vikramarka 

has strongly criticised 
the Union Budget, al-
leging that the Centre 
has completely ne-
glected Telangana de-
spite repeated repre-
sentations and high 
expectations from the 
state government. Ad-
dressing the media, he 
said the state had 
hoped for meaningful 
allocations and project 
approvals but was left 
disappointed as “noth-
ing concrete was given 
to Telangana.”

Bhatti Vikramarka 
stated that the Chief  
Minister, along with 
all ministers, had met 
the Prime Minister 
and Union Ministers, 
and later a delegation 
comprising Members 
of  Parliament also ap-
proached the Centre 
seeking support. “We 
expected key projects 
such as the Musi River 
rejuvenation, the Re-
gional Ring Road, and 
Metro Rail expansion 
to be included in the 
Budget. Unfortunately, 
not a single rupee was 
allocated,” he said.

The Deputy Chief  
Minister expressed 
particular concer n 
over the Centre’s stat-
ed focus on biophar-
ma. He pointed out 
that Telangana, espe-
cially Hyderabad, is 
already a major phar-
ma and chemical hub, 
with companies like 

ACIL established dur-
ing the Congress re-
gime and well-devel-
oped chemical parks. 
“Even when the Centre 
announced new chemi-
cal parks, Hyderabad 
w a s  i g n o r e d , ”  h e 
remarked.

He also highlighted 
neglect in other sec-
tors. Despite Telanga-
na’s Vision Document 
giving prominence to 
sports and the estab-
lishment of  a Sports 
University in the state, 
there was no mention 
of  Telangana in the 
Centre’s af fordable 
sports goods initiative. 
Similarly, Hyderabad’s 
role in the orange 
economy was over-
looked, with related 
initiatives being shift-
ed to Mumbai.

Bhatti Vikramarka 
further noted that Tel-
angana was missing 
from announcements 

on regional medical 
hubs and semiconduc-
tor development, even 
though the state has 
submitted proposals 
and has the ecosystem 
to support such pro-
jects. “The Centre said 
it would examine semi-
conductor proposals, 
but there were no allo-
cations or announce-
ments,” he said.

On tourism, he ac-
cused the Centre of  
adopting a step-moth-
erly attitude. Despite 
Ramappa Temple re-
ceiving UNESCO rec-
ognition and global at-
t e n t i o n  t o 
Sammakka–Saralam-
ma, including visits by 
New Zealand tribal 
representatives, Telan-
gana received no tour-
ism-related funds. “Be-
tween the Krishna and 
Godavari rivers, we 
have rich temples, for-
ests, and heritage, yet 

the Centre continues 
to ignore us,” he said. 
The De puty Chief  
Minister also criti-
cised the weakening of  
welfare schemes, espe-
cially the National Ru-
ral Employment Guar-
antee Scheme, calling 
the reduction of  the 
Centre’s share to 60:40 
“highly deplorable.” 
He said Telangana 
MPs would soon meet 
the Union Finance 
Minister to demand al-
locations and urged 
pressure on the Centre 
beyond party lines. On 
allegations of  vendetta 
politics, Bhatti Vikra-
marka clarified that 
the government’s ob-
jective is transparent 
governance and that 
ongoing inquiries, in-
cluding phone-tapping 
cases, would proceed 
strictly according to 
law.

Medaram, Febru-
ary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau	

Panchayat Raj 
and Rural De-
v e l o p m e n t 
Minister Da-

nasari Anasuya Seeth-
akka on Saturday con-
ducted  a  detai led 
review of  sanitation 
management at Medar-
am, following the con-
clusion of  the world-
r e n o w n e d 
Sammakka–Saralam-
ma Maha Jatara. She 
held a meeting with of-
ficials and sanitation 
staff  from the Pan-
chayat Raj and Sanita-
tion departments to as-
s e s s  p o s t - j a t a r a 
cleanliness measures 
a n d  o n g o i n g 
responsibilities.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Seeth-
akka lauded the tire-
l e s s  e f f o r t s  o f  
sanitation workers, 
stating that their ser-
vices were invaluable 
to the successful con-
duct of  the mega tribal 
festival. With crores of  
devotees visiting Me-
daram during the jata-
ra, she said maintain-
ing cleanliness and 
hygiene was a massive 
challenge, which was 
handled efficiently by 
sanitation personnel 
working continuously 
at the ground level.

The minister ex-
pressed her apprecia-
tion to the sanitation 
staff  for ensuring that 
the jatara premises re-

mained clean, safe, and 
hygienic throughout 
the event. She noted 
that their round-the-
clock services played a 
crucial role in provid-
ing a comfortable and 
safe environment for 
devotees from across 
Telangana and other 
states.

Emphasising that 
sanitation work does 
not end with the con-
clusion of  the jatara, 
Minister Seethakka 
said post-event cleanli-
ness was equally im-
portant. She instruct-
ed officials to ensure 
that sanitation opera-
tions continue until 
Medaram is restored to 
complete cleanliness. 
Roads used by devo-
tees, surrounding are-
as, sacred platforms 
(gaddelu), and loca-
tions where pilgrims 
stayed must be thor-
oughly cleaned before 
the area is formally 
handed back to the lo-
cal residents.

The minister direct-
ed sanitation staff  and 
officials to remain sta-
tioned at the site and 
monitor cleanliness 
activities closely. She 
stressed that Medaram 
should be returned to 
villagers in a clean and 
orderly condition, re-
flecting the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
public health and envi-
ronmental responsibil-
ity.Calling for coordi-
nated efforts, Minister 
Seethakka asked all 
concer ned de par t -

ments to work in close 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  t o 
achieve total sanita-
tion in the jatara area. 
She underlined that ac-
countability and team-
work were essential to 
completing the mas-
sive clean-up operation 
efficiently and within 
the stipulated time.

She further instruct-
ed officials to ensure 
proper waste disposal 
and prevent any envi-
ronmental damage in 
forest and surround-
ing regions due to the 
large influx of  pil-
grims. The minister 
said special attention 
should be given to 
clearing temporary 
structures, waste accu-
mulation points, and 
access routes used dur-
ing the festival.

Reiterating the im-
portance of  sanitation 
workers,  Minister 
Seethakka said the 
Sammakka–Saralam-
ma Maha Jatara’s suc-
cess was not possible 
without their dedica-
tion and commitment. 
She assured the staff  
of  the government’s 
support and recogni-
tion for their services.

The review meeting 
concluded with direc-
tions to maintain the 
same level of  responsi-
bility and dedication 
even after the festival, 
ensuring that Medar-
am stands as a model 
of  cleanliness and ef-
f i c i e n t  p o s t - eve n t 
management.

Centre Ignoring Telangana in Union Budget: 
Bhatti Vikramarka

Minister Seethakka Reviews Sanitation 
Arrangements at Medaram Jatara Site
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Narsampet, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

M i n i s t e r  Po n n a m 
Prabhakar has accused 
the Union Government 
of  once again showing a 
step-motherly attitude 
towards Telangana in 
the Union Budget, stat-
ing that none of  the de-
mands placed by the 
state were considered. 
Addressing a media con-
ference at the Narsampet 
MLA office, the minister 
spoke alongside Narsam-
pet MLA Donti Madhava 
Reddy, DCC President 
Ayub, and senior leader 
Ashok Goud.

Ponnam Prabhakar 
said the people of  Telan-
gana had hoped that the 
Centre would allocate 
funds in a fair, disci-
plined, and just manner 
at least in this Budget. 
“Unfortunately, Telan-
gana has been subjected 

to discrimination once 
again. Not a single pro-
posal we placed before 
the Centre was ap-
proved,” he alleged. He 
recalled that when the 
Centre acted negligently 
towards Telangana last 
year, the state govern-
ment questioned it on 
the floor of  the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The minister said the 
Chief  Minister and min-
isters repeatedly met the 
Prime Minister and Un-
ion Ministers to submit 
representations on cru-
cial state requirements. 
He added that the gov-
ernment also appealed to 
all political parties to 
unite and launch a col-
lective movement for Tel-
angana’s interests, on 
the lines of  Tamil Nadu. 
“Despite all these efforts, 
the Centre has continued 
i t s  i n d i f f e r e n t  a p -

proach,” he said.
H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 

state’s progress, Ponnam 
Prabhakar described 
Telangana as one of  the 

m o s t  p r o g r e s s i v e 
growth-oriented states in 
the country, moving for-
ward with a long-term 
vision towards 2047 be-

yond party affiliations. 
He emphasised Hy-
derabad’s role as the na-
tion’s leading IT hub, of-
f e r i n g  e m p l oy m e n t 

opportunities, favoura-
ble climatic conditions, 
and rich natural resourc-
es. “As Hyderabad ex-
pands rapidly and the 
core urban area grows, 
we demanded the Re-
gional Ring Road and 
road development be-
tween the Ring Road and 
the Regional Ring Road. 
The Centre showed a 
stubborn refusal even on 
these basic infrastruc-
ture needs,” he stated.

He said the state also 
sought funds for the 
Musi River rejuvenation 
project but received no 
support. Clarifying his 
position, the minister 
said Telangana does not 
object to allocations 
made to Andhra Pradesh. 
“Our concern is not 
about others getting 
funds, but about Telan-
gana being ignored de-
spite being a young state 

with genuine develop-
mental needs,” he said, 
adding that the previous 
government failed to as-
sert the state’s rights ef-
fectively over the past 
decade.

Ponnam Prabhakar 
also criticised the Prime 
Minister for not attend-
ing the Medaram Samm-
akka–Saralamma Jata-
ra, despite attending 
several international 
events, saying it hurt the 
sentiments of  Telangana 
people. He praised the 
state government’s ex-
tensive arrangements 
for the Jatara, including 
the operation of  4,000 
RTC buses, installation 
of  nearly 50,000 barri-
cades, and round-the-
clock efforts by officials 
and staff. He saluted RTC 
drivers and conductors 
for their dedication and 
urged them to ignore 

criticism.
Turning to local poli-

tics, the minister said 
Congress is aiming to 
win all 156 municipal 
seats  in the Maha-
bubabad parliamentary 
constituency, which has 
seven municipalities 
represented by Congress 
MLAs. Highlighting wel-
fare measures, he said 
the gover nment has 
sanctioned 3,500 In-
diramma houses, issued 
ration cards, supplied 
fine rice, provided 200 
units of  free electricity, 
subsidised gas cylinders, 
implemented Rythu Bha-
rosa and farm loan waiv-
ers, and extended inter-
est-free loans to women. 
He added that special 
funds are being allocated 
for planned urban devel-
opment, focusing on 
roads, drainage, and em-
ployment generation.
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Hyderabad, Febru-
ary 1,  2026 | TPN 
Bureau

B h a r a t  R a s h t r a 
Samithi (BRS) Work-
ing President K. T. 
Rama Rao (KTR) on 
S u n d ay  c a m e  o u t 
strongly in defence of  
former Chief  Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao 
(KCR), calling him “in-
vincible” amid the on-
going seat inquiry and 
political controversies. 
KTR praised KCR’s un-
wavering commitment 
to Telangana, high-
lighting his decades-
long struggle for state-
h o o d  a n d  h i s 
steadfastness against 
pressure and adversity. 
Speaking to the media, 
KTR said that KCR has 
never wavered even for 
a moment in the long 
fight for Telangana. 
“No matter what chal-
lenges came his way, 
KCR never stepped 
back. He has stood like 

a mountain against all 
forces of  malice,” he 
said.

He added that KCR is 
beyond petty political 
manoeuvres or mali-
cious attacks. “Your 
small-time politics and 
cheap tricks cannot 
shake him. KCR is un-
defeated. Those who 
fail to understand his-
tory cannot even grasp 
the significance of  his 
leadership,” KTR re-
marked. Warning po-
litical rivals, he said, 
“Just hearing his name 
should give you pause. 
You don’t even have the 
stature to mention 
him. No matter how 
much venom is spread 
today, no one can touch 
him.”

KTR described KCR 
as the embodiment of  
Telangana’s history. 
“KCR is Telangana’s 
history itself. You can-
not even be a footnote 
in that history,” he 

said, underlining the 
former Chief  Minis-
ter’s unparalleled lega-
cy and leadership in 
shaping the state.

The remarks come 
amid political turbu-
lence and scrutiny of  
KCR’s seat, but BRS 
leadership has reiter-
ated that their found-
er’s contributions and 
leadership remain un-
touchable. KTR empha-
sised that KCR’s resil-
ience, courage, and 
dedication to Telanga-
na continue to inspire 
the people and remain 
unshaken in the state’s 
political landscape.

He concluded by as-
serting that opponents’ 
attempts to intimidate 
or discredit KCR will 
not succeed, reinforc-
ing the former Chief  
Minister’s position as a 
symbol of  strength, 
perseverance, and Tel-
angana pride.

Hyderabad, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Minister Vakiti Sriha-
ri on Saturday asserted 
that the so-called “KCR’s 
regime” has come to an 
end in Telangana and 
that the state is now be-
ing governed strictly un-
der the Constitution 
framed by Dr  B.R. 
Ambedkar. Addressing a 
media conference at the 
CLP office along with 
MLC Addanki Dayakar, 
the minister strongly de-
fended the ongoing 
phone-tapping investiga-
tion and rejected allega-
tions of  political vendet-
ta against former Chief  
M i n i s t e r  K .  C h a n -
drashekar Rao.

Srihari challenged 
KCR to come forward 
and face the inquiry 
transparently. “If  KCR 
has honesty and integri-
ty, he should come out 
openly and respond to 
the allegations. Even his 
own daughter has al-
leged that her phone was 
tapped. This itself  raises 
serious questions,” he 
said. He also accused the 
previous BRS govern-
ment of  creating chaos 
in the land and real es-
tate system through the 
Dharani portal, calling it 
a major administrative 
failure. The minister 

said BRS leaders were 
still behaving as if  their 
rule continued, despite 
repeated electoral set-
backs. “The people of  
Telangana have taught 
BRS a lesson in Assem-
bly, Parliamentary, and 
local body elections. Yet, 
there is no change in 
their attitude,” he re-
marked. Calling phone 
tapping a grave crime, 
Srihari said it was more 
dangerous than theft and 
even murder. “This is not 
a minor offence. It is a di-
rect attack on democracy 
and a brutal violation of  
citizens’ personal free-
dom and privacy,” he 
stated. According to him, 

the alleged phone-tap-
ping incident in Telan-
gana is one of  the most 
heinous in the country 
and has damaged the 
state’s reputation at the 
national level.

Clarifying the govern-
ment’s intent, the minis-
ter said the investigation 
was not aimed at settling 
political scores. “Chief  
Minister Revanth Reddy, 
the ministers, and this 
government have no per-
sonal grudge against 
KCR or his family. This is 
a purely legal and consti-
tutional process. Our 
only objective is to bring 
out the truth,” he said.

He explained that the 

case came to light after 
an Additional Superin-
tendent of  Police filed a 
complaint regarding 
missing equipment and 
destruction of  files in 
the SIB office. During the 
Panjagutta police inves-
tigation, it was revealed 
that several hard disks 
were allegedly cut using 
cutters and disposed of  
in the Musi river and 
nearby forest areas. 
“These are not allega-
tions but facts that 
emerged during the po-
lice investigation. Only 
after such evidence sur-
faced was a Special In-
vestigation Team consti-
tuted,” he said.

While phone tapping 
can be justified for na-
tional security or pre-
venting terrorism, Sri-
hari  questioned its 
alleged misuse in Telan-
gana. “How can tapping 
the phones of  ordinary 
citizens, traders, jour-
nalists, film actors, and 
even husbands and wives 
be justified?” he asked, 
terming it unconstitu-
tional and a gross viola-
tion of  privacy.

He questioned why 
CCTV cameras were 
switched off  at the SIB 
office on December 4, 
why 42 hard disks were 
destroyed, and why hun-
dreds of  files were wiped 
out. He also asked wheth-
er large-scale surveil-
lance equipment could 
have been procured from 
Israel without the Chief  
Minister’s knowledge.

Stating that no one is 
above the law, Srihari 
cited examples of  lead-
ers like Jayalalithaa, 
Lalu Prasad Yadav, and 
B.S. Yeddyurappa, who 
faced investigations. He 
alleged that evidence 
was destroyed because 
BRS lost power, conclud-
ing that the probe is es-
sential to protect democ-
racy, people’s freedom, 
and constitutional val-
ues in Telangana.

Centre Once Again Discriminates Against Telangana: 
Ponnam Prabhakar

KTR Declares KCR ‘Invincible’ Amid Seat Inquiry‘Ambedkar’s Constitution, Not KCR’s Rule, 
Governs Telangana Now’: Vakiti Srihari

Hyderabad, February 1, 2026 
| TPN Bureau

Minister Vakiti Srihari on 
Saturday asserted that the so-
called “KCR’s regime” has 
come to an end in Telangana 
and that the state is now being 
governed strictly under the 
Constitution framed by Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar. Addressing a media 
conference at the CLP office 
along with MLC Addanki Daya-
kar, the minister strongly de-
fended the ongoing phone-tap-
ping investigation and rejected 
allegations of  political vendet-
ta against former Chief  Minis-
ter K. Chandrashekar Rao.

Srihari challenged KCR to 
come forward and face the in-
quiry transparently. “If  KCR 
has honesty and integrity, he 
should come out openly and re-
spond to the allegations. Even 
his own daughter has alleged 
that her phone was tapped. 
This itself  raises serious ques-
tions,” he said. He also accused 
the previous BRS government 
of  creating chaos in the land 
and real estate system through 
the Dharani portal, calling it a 
major administrative failure.

The minister said BRS lead-
ers were still behaving as if  
their rule continued, despite 
repeated electoral setbacks. 

“The people of  Telangana have 
taught BRS a lesson in Assem-
bly, Parliamentary, and local 
body elections. Yet, there is no 
change in their attitude,” he 
remarked.

Calling phone tapping a 
grave crime, Srihari said it was 
more dangerous than theft and 
even murder. “This is not a mi-
nor offence. It is a direct attack 
on democracy and a brutal vio-
lation of  citizens’ personal 
freedom and privacy,” he stat-
ed. According to him, the al-
leged phone-tapping incident 
in Telangana is one of  the most 

heinous in the country and has 
damaged the state’s reputation 
at the national level.

Clarifying the government’s 
intent, the minister said the in-
vestigation was not aimed at 
settling political scores. “Chief  
Minister Revanth Reddy, the 
ministers, and this govern-
ment have no personal grudge 
against KCR or his family. This 
is a purely legal and constitu-
tional process. Our only objec-
tive is to bring out the truth,” 
he said. He explained that the 
case came to light after an Ad-
ditional Superintendent of  Po-

lice filed a complaint regarding 
missing equipment and de-
struction of  files in the SIB of-
fice. During the Panjagutta po-
lice investigation, it was 
revealed that several hard 
disks were allegedly cut using 
cutters and disposed of  in the 
Musi river and nearby forest 
areas. “These are not allega-
tions but facts that emerged 
during the police investigation. 
Only after such evidence sur-
faced was a Special Investiga-
tion Team constituted,” he 
said. While phone tapping can 
be justified for national secu-
rity or preventing terrorism, 
Srihari questioned its alleged 
misuse in Telangana. “How 
can tapping the phones of  ordi-
nary citizens, traders, journal-
ists, film actors, and even hus-
bands and wives be justified?” 
he asked, terming it unconsti-
tutional and a gross violation 
of  privacy. He questioned why 
CCTV cameras were switched 
off  at the SIB office on Decem-
ber 4, why 42 hard disks were 
destroyed, and why hundreds 
of  files were wiped out. He also 
asked whether large-scale sur-
veillance equipment could 
have been procured from Israel 
without the Chief  Minister’s 
knowledge.

₹720 Crore Released to Clear Government 
Employees’ Pending Bills Harish Rao Terms SIT Probe Against KCR 

‘Political Vendetta’
Hyderabad, Febru-

ary 1,  2026 | TPN 
Bureau

B h a r a t  R a s h t r a 
Samithi (BRS) senior 
leader and former min-
ister T. Harish Rao on 
Sunday sharply criti-
cised the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) ac-
tion against former 
Chief  Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao 
(KCR) in the alleged 
phone-tapping case, 
calling it a politically 
motivated attack rath-
er than a legitimate le-
gal inquiry. He alleged 
that the ruling Con-
gress government was 
misusing investigative 
agencies to target op-
position leaders for po-
litical gain. Address-
ing the media, Harish 
Rao said the notices is-
sued to KCR were part 
of  a vendetta strategy 
rather than a transpar-
ent probe. He criticised 
the SIT for acting un-
der political pressure, 
describing it as an in-
strument carrying out 
instructions of  the 
state leadership in-

stead of  functioning 
independently. Accord-
ing to him, issuing no-
tices to a leader of  
KCR’s stature in a 
high-profile case re-
flects a vindictive 
mindset rather than 
adherence to legal 
nor ms. Harish Rao 
also questioned the 
choice of  procedural 
methods, including the 
venue and manner of  
issuing notices, term-
ing them “cheap politi-
cal tactics” designed to 
embarrass the former 
Chief  Minister public-
ly. He accused the Con-
gress government of  
using the controversy 
to divert attention 
from governance fail-
ures, broken promises, 
and pressing issues af-
fecting the public, es-
pecially ahead of  local 
body elections.

He further asserted 
that the ruling party’s 
strategy aims to shift 
focus away from criti-
cal issues like agricul-
tural distress, youth 
unemployment, and 
economic stagnation 

by targeting opposition 
leaders through manu-
factured controversies. 
Despite his strong crit-
icism, Harish Rao em-
phasised that KCR has 
cooperated with the in-
vestigation process as 
a responsible citizen 
and is respecting the 
legal framework.

Reiterating that po-
litical harassment un-
der the guise of  in-
q u i r y  w o u l d  n o t 
intimidate the BRS, 
Harish Rao warned 
that the party would 
firmly oppose any un-
just actions against its 
leadership or cadre. He 
stressed that the SIT’s 
current approach un-
dermines public confi-
dence in impartial in-
vestigations and is 
perceived by many as 
an attempt to under-
mine KCR’s political 
legacy. Harish Rao’s re-
marks highlight the 
growing political ten-
sion in Telangana, 
where the phone-tap-
ping case has become a 
focal point of  debate. 
Opposition leaders and 
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Khammam, Febru-
ary 1 ,  2026 |  TPN 
Bureau

M i n i s t e r  K o n d a 
Surekha, appointed as 
the Congress Party’s 
district in-charge for 
the upcoming munici-
pal elections, arrived in 
Khammam district on 
Saturday and formally 
launched the party’s 
election campaign. Her 
visit is seen as a key po-
litical development as 
the Congress steps up 
preparations to consol-
idate its position in lo-
cal  body elections 
across the district.

Acting on the direc-
tions of  Chief  Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy, Min-
ister Surekha reached 
Khammam and first 
held a detailed meeting 
with senior local lead-
ers and party function-
aries. During the inter-
action, she reviewed 
the prevailing political 
situation in the district 
and took stock of  the 
preparedness for the 
municipal elections. 
Party leaders briefed 
her on constituency-
level dynamics, organi-
sational strengths, and 
areas that require fo-
cused attention.

Addressing party 

l e a d e r s ,  M i n i s t e r 
Surekha said the pri-
mary objective of  her 
tour was to ensure the 
victory of  Congress 
candidates in all mu-
nicipalities of  the dis-
trict. Expressing confi-
dence, she recalled that 
the Congress had se-
cured victory in all As-
sembly constituencies 
in Khammam district 
except one in the recent 
Assembly elections. 
Building on that mo-
mentum, she asserted 
that the party was well-
positioned to achieve a 

clean sweep in the mu-
nicipal polls as well.

As part of  her cam-
paign strategy, the min-
ister will hold a series 
of  meetings with party 
leaders, elected repre-
sentatives, and grass-
roots-level workers. 
She is expected to pro-
vide clear direction on 
campaign planning, 
booth-level coordina-
tion, and voter out-
reach. Emphasis will 
be laid on highlighting 
the welfare schemes 
and development initi-
atives being imple-

mented by the Con-
gress government and 
effectively communi-
cating them to the 
public.

Minister Surekha 
stated that the Con-
gress government is 
committed to taking 
welfare programmes 
directly to the people 
and ensuring inclusive 
development. She un-
derlined the impor-
tance of  local body 
elections in strengthen-
ing democratic govern-
ance and called upon 
party workers to work 

with unity and disci-
pline to secure a deci-
sive mandate.

During her district 
tour, the minister is 
scheduled to campaign 
extensively in munici-
palities including Edu-
lapuram, Wyra, Madhi-
r a ,  S a t h u p a l l i , 
Aswaraopeta, Kothagu-
dem, and Yellandu. In 
these areas, she will 
canvass support for 
Congress candidates, 
interact with residents, 
and listen to public 
grievances.

Interacting with the 
p u b l i c ,  M i n i s t e r 
Surekha said that genu-
ine public welfare and 
comprehensive devel-
opment are possible 
only under Congress 
rule. She urged party 
leaders and cadres to 
remain closely connect-
ed with the people, un-
derstand their prob-
lems, and present the 
Congress as a respon-
sive and people-centric 
alternative. Calling for 
collective effort, she ex-
pressed confidence that 
united work by all par-
ty ranks would ensure 
a resounding victory in 
t h e  m u n i c i p a l 
elections.

Konda Surekha Launches Congress Campaign in Khammam

Mahabubabad, Feb-
ruary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

State Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar on Sat-
urday strongly defend-
e d  t h e  o n g o i n g 
investigation into al-
leged phone tapping 
during the previous 
BRS regime, stating 
that the law would take 
its own course and that 
no individual, irrespec-
tive of  position, was 
above accountability. 
He rejected allegations 
of  political vendetta 
and accused the former 
government of  indulg-
ing in large-scale un-

democratic practices.
Addressing a media 

conference at the Ma-
habubabad MLA camp 
office, Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar spoke 
alongside MLAs Mura-
li Naik and Koram 
Kanakaiah, and Dis-
trict Congress Commit-
tee (DCC) Presidents 
Uma Murali Naik and 
Devi Prasanna. He said 
the Congress party, as a 
national party with a 
long democratic legacy, 
firmly believes in the 
need for a responsible 
and effective opposi-
tion, but not at the cost 
of  democratic values.

The minister said he 
was speaking from the 
l a n d  t h a t  f o u g h t 
against forces opposed 
to Telangana. He al-
leged that after the for-
mation of  Telangana, 
the then BRS govern-
ment failed to uphold 
democratic principles 
and instead functioned 
in an authoritarian 
manner. “There was a 
time when phones were 
tapped to even listen to 
what family members, 
including relatives, 
were speaking. This is 
not democracy,” he 
remarked.

He alleged that dur-
ing the ten-year rule of  
the BRS, phone tapping 
was used as a weapon 
ag ainst  opposition 
leaders, government 
employees, public rep-
resentatives, officials, 
journalists, and even 
businesspersons. He 
further claimed that 
phones of  judges, IAS 
and IPS officers were 
also tapped to protect 
illegal activities. “Is it 
possible to procure 
phone tapping equip-
ment and conduct sur-
veillance on such a 
massive scale without 
the Chief  Minister’s 

approval?” he ques-
tioned. Minister Prab-
hakar alleged that dur-
ing by-elections held 
under the previous re-
gime, opposition lead-
ers’ phones were moni-
tored to manipulate 
outcomes. He claimed 
that after losing power, 
evidence related to 
phone tapping was de-
stroyed to erase traces 
of  wrongdoing.

Dismissing claims 
that notices issued as 
par t  o f  the  probe 
amounted to harass-
ment, he said police in-
vestigations are a legal 
process  and apply 
equally to everyone. 
“When mistakes are 
committed, investiga-
tions are inevitable and 
punishment cannot be 
avoided,” he said. He 
also alleged that many 
leaders now threaten-
ing protests and shut-
downs over question-
ing of  former Chief  
Minister  K.  Chan-
drashekar Rao may 
themselves have been 
subjected to phone tap-
ping earlier. The minis-
ter stressed that Telan-
gana was formed after 
a struggle against au-
thoritarianism and 

that misuse of  laws 
meant to safeguard na-
tional security for po-
litical surveillance was 
unacceptable. “The Tel-
egraph Act is meant to 
monitor threats like 
terrorism, not to spy on 
intellectuals, elected 
representatives,  or 
even family members,” 
he said. Minister Prab-
hakar asserted that the 
BRS was attempting to 
gain sympathy by por-
traying investigations 
as harassment.  He 
pointed to the party’s 
repeated electoral de-
feats, including parlia-
mentary, bypoll, MLC, 
and recent local body 
elections, stating that 
the people had already 
rejected its gover n-
ance. Concluding his 
remarks, he said the al-
leged economic mis-
management and au-
thoritarian rule of  the 
previous decade would 
not be forgotten. He ex-
pressed confidence that 
just as rural voters de-
livered a decisive ver-
dict earlier, urban vot-
ers would give a similar 
response in the upcom-
i n g  m u n i c i p a l 
elections.

Hyderabad, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Bhongir Member of  
Parliament Chamala 
Kiran Kumar Reddy on 
Saturday strongly criti-
cised the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) for 
what he described as 
“double standards” in 
the alleged phone tap-
ping case, questioning 
the party’s protests 
against the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) 
notices issued to for-
mer Chief  Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao 
(KCR). He said invoking 
Telangana self-respect 
in this context was mis-
leading and unaccepta-
ble. Addressing the me-
dia, Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy said BRS 
leaders were creating 
an emotional narrative 
around Telangana self-
respect to divert atten-
tion from serious alle-
gations. He questioned 
whether it was possible 

to procure sophisticat-
ed phone tapping equip-
ment from Israel with-
out the knowledge or 
approval of  the Chief  
Minister when KCR 
was in office. “Large-
scale phone tapping 
cannot happen without 
the consent of  the top 
leadership,” he assert-
ed.   The MP alleged 
that after the BRS lost 
power, attempts were 
made to destroy crucial 
evidence related to the 
phone tapping issue. He 
claimed that CCTV 
cameras in the Special 
Intelligence Branch of-
fice were switched off  
and that tapping equip-
ment and files were de-
stroyed and disposed of  
in locations such as the 
Musi river and the for-
ests of  Vikarabad. “If  
there was nothing to 
hide, why was evidence 
allegedly destroyed?” 
he asked.

Chamala Kiran Ku-

mar Reddy further al-
leged that phone tap-
ping was misused to 
suppress opposition 
voices and prevent po-
litical rivals from grow-
ing. He claimed that 
civil rights in Telanga-
na were severely cur-
tailed during the BRS 
regime, with phones of  
opposition leaders, bu-
reaucrats, journalists, 
public intellectuals, 
businesspersons, and 
even family members 
being tapped. He al-
leged that surveillance 
extended to KCR’s own 
relatives as well.

Q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e 
BRS’s commitment to 
Telangana identity, the 
MP asked where Telan-
gana self-respect went 
when the party changed 
its name from Telanga-
na Rashtra Samithi to 
B h a r a t  R a s h t r a 
Samithi, removing the 
word “Telangana.” He 
also recalled several in-

cidents from the previ-
ous regime, including 
the alleged disrespect 
shown to revolutionary 
poet Gaddar, the mid-
night detention of  Tel-
angana Joint Action 
Committee chairman 
Prof. Kodandaram, and 
the alleged harassment 
and removal of  Etela 
Rajender from the Cabi-
net. He criticised re-
marks allegedly made 
by BRS leaders on wom-
en-centric  wel f are 
schemes and accused 
the party of  arrogance 
during its time in pow-

er. He said promises 
such as making a Dalit 
the Chief  Minister and 
providing one job per 
household were never 
fulfilled, amounting to 
a betrayal of  public 
trust. Stating that the 
people of  Telangana 
had already rejected the 
BRS in parliamentary, 
bypoll, MLC, and local 
body elections, Chama-
la Kiran Kumar Reddy 
said the party’s decade-
long “authoritarian 
and destructive rule” 
was well known. He 
questioned why senior 
police officials alleged-
ly fled after the Con-
gress came to power if  
there was no wrongdo-
ing. Concluding, he 
urged BRS leaders to 
stop “dramas” in the 
name of  self-respect 
and cooperate with the 
SIT probe, stating that 
anyone found guilty 
must face the law.

Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy Slams BRS Over Phone Tapping, 
Questions Moral Stand

Hyderabad, February 1, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

The Union Finance Minister’s 
claim that Budget 2026 prioritises 
“stability, discipline, growth and 
people over populism” may sound 
reassuring in Parliament, but for 
Telangana, the budget tells a very 
different story. Behind the lofty 
slogan lies a familiar pattern of  
neglect, where promises remain 
on paper and allocations fail to 
reach the ground. For the twelfth 
consecutive year, denial has been 
repackaged as fiscal discipline.

  What Telangana received in 
Budget 2026 is not merely inade-
quate support—it is virtually 
nothing. Key sectors that define 
growth, employment, and urban 
quality of  life have been ignored. 
Urban India, particularly fast-
growing states like Telangana, has 
been sidelined with municipal and 
urban development funds effec-
tively stalled. At a time when cities 
are engines of  economic growth, 
this neglect threatens long-term 
sustainability.

Infrastructure projects critical 
to Telangana’s future remain fro-
zen. The Regional Ring Road 
(RRR), estimated at ₹34,367 crore, 
continues to wait, along with na-
tional highways, radial roads, and 
airport-linked connectivity pro-
jects. Rail infrastructure paints an 
equally bleak picture, with new 
railway lines stuck at the clear-
ance stage and no meaningful pro-
gress reflected in budgetary sup-
por t .  Education,  a  sector 
repeatedly described as a national 
priority, has also been shortch-
anged. Telangana’s long-pending 
demands for institutions such as 
IIM Hyderabad, 16 Navodaya Vidy-
alayas, and nine Kendriya Vidya-
layas were once again ignored. 
The denial of  these institutions 
directly impacts access to quality 
education and regional equity.

Employment generation has suf-
fered a major setback with the 
shelving of  the Warangal Coach 
Factory, a project that once prom-

ised large-scale jobs and industri-
al growth in the region. Similarly, 
irrigation, housing, and broader 
economic growth initiatives have 
been reduced to announcements 
without allocations—headline 
promises without financial back-
ing. The continued non-imple-
mentation of  commitments under 
the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act remains a glaring failure. 
Adding to this is the missing 50 
per cent Central share for Hy-
derabad Metro Phase-2 under the 
proposed joint venture model, ef-
fectively stalling a crucial urban 
mobility project. Energy support 
has been halted, and industrial in-
centives denied, further con-
straining the state’s growth poten-
tial. Telangana has sent eight BJP 
Members of  Parliament to the Lok 
Sabha, expecting that its voice 
would be heard at the national 
level. Instead, Parliament has sent 
back zero funds and endless files. 
This is not cooperative federal-
ism; it is selective governance. 
Telangana has been pushed to the 
back of  the queue, asked to wait 
indefinitely while others move 
ahead.

Budget 2026 may speak the 
language of  stability and disci-
pline, but for Telangana, it rep-
resents stagnation and silence—
another year where expectations 
were ignored and aspirations 
deferred.

Budget 2026 and Telangana: Stability for 
the Centre, Stagnation for the State

‘Is Improving the State a Crime?’: Dr Methuku 
Anand Slams Congress

Ponnam Prabhakar Defends Phone Tapping Probe, Slams 
BRS for Undemocratic Rule

Vikarabad, Febru-
ary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Strongly condemn-
ing the issuance of  
notices to for mer 
Chief  Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao, 
Vikarabad district 
BRS president and 
f o r m e r  M L A  D r 
Methuku Anand al-
leged that the Con-
gress government is 
resorting to conspira-
cies as it is unable to 
confront KCR politi-
cally. He termed the 
move as a deliberate 
attempt to harass and 
humiliate the BRS su-
premo under the pre-
text of  investigations. 
As per the directions 
of  the BRS party, Dr 
Methuku Anand led a 
protest in Vikarabad 
town on Saturday by 
w e a r i n g  b l a c k 
scarves. He began a 
rally from his resi-
dence along with for-
mer BC Commission 
member Shubprad Pa-
tel and several BRS 
leaders from the Vi-
karabad Assembly 
constituency. The ral-
ly proceeded up to 
B J R  C h a u r a s t a , 
where the leaders 
staged a sit-in protest 
on the road, raising 
slogans against the 
Congress government 
and condemning what 
they described as po-
litical vendetta. Ad-
dressing the gather-
ing,  Dr Methuku 
Anand said it was 
highly objectionable 
to insult KCR, who 
played a pivotal role 
in achieving Telanga-
na statehood and 
served as Chief  Min-
ister twice, in the 
name of  inquiries. 
“KCR is the architect 
of  Telangana and a 
leader who trans-
formed the state in 
every sector. Target-
ing him repeatedly 
with notices is noth-

ing but a political con-
spiracy born out of  
frustration,” he al-
leged. He accused the 
Congress party of  
failing to counter KCR 
on political and gov-
ernance issues and in-
stead indulging in di-
versionary tactics. “Is 
it a crime to develop 
the state? Is it wrong 
to work for farmers, 
the poor, and weaker 
sections? Instead of  
conspiring against 
KCR, the Congress 
government should 
focus on fulfilling the 
promises it made to 
the people of  Telan-
gana,” he said.

Dr Methuku Anand 
warned the Congress 
leadership to stop 
what he called “dra-
ma politics” every 
time elections ap-
proach. “Whenever 
elections near, the 
Congress government 
tries to divert public 
attention by creating 
controversies and tar-
geting opposition 
leaders. This will not 
help them escape ac-
c o u n t ab i l i t y, ”  h e 
remarked.

He further stated 
that the people of  Tel-
angana are closely 
watching the actions 
of  the present govern-
ment and would re-
spond appropriately 
at the right time. “The 
people have already 
seen KCR’s govern-
ance and the progress 
Telangana achieved 

under his leadership. 
No amount of  con-
spiracies or false cas-
es can erase that lega-
cy,” he asserted. 

 The former MLA 
said that BRS would 
continue to fight dem-
ocratically against 
what it considers mis-
use of  power and 
would stand firmly 
with KCR. He cau-
tioned the govern-
ment against under-
mining democratic 
values and institu-
tions for political 
gains. “If  the Con-
gress believes that 
harassing KCR will 
weaken BRS, it is mis-
taken. Such actions 
will only strengthen 
our resolve,” he said.

The protest con-
cluded peacefully 
with BRS leaders reit-
erating their demand 
that the Congress gov-
er nment abandon 
vendetta politics and 
work sincerely for the 
welfare and develop-
ment of  Telangana 
and its people.



Hyderabad, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) president and 
MLC Mahesh Kumar 
G o u d  o n  S at u rd ay 
strongly defended the 
ongoing Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) probe 
into the alleged phone 
tapping during the pre-
vious BRS regime, as-
serting that there was 
no political vendetta be-
hind the questioning of  
former Chief  Minister 
K. Chandrashekar Rao 
(KCR). Addressing a 
media conference at 
Gandhi Bhavan, he said 
the law must be allowed 
to take its own course.

Mahesh Kumar Goud 
accused the Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
of  resorting to emotion-
al narratives to escape 

accountability. He re-
marked that “BRS has 
effectively become a 
‘Blackmail  Rashtra 
Samithi’,” alleging that 
phone tapping was mis-
used during its ten-year 
rule to intimidate and 
blackmail political op-
ponents and influential 
individuals.

He said investiga-
tions were being con-
ducted into the alleged 
lawlessness that pre-
vailed under the BRS 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
stressed that leaders in-
volved in phone tapping 
would be questioned, ir-
respective of  their stat-
ure. Describing phone 
tapping as a “grave and 
unforgivable crime,” he 
said it violated constitu-
tional rights and demo-
cratic values.

The TPCC chief  said 
SIT notices had been is-
sued not only to KCR 

but also to other senior 
leaders such as K.T. 

Rama Rao, Harish Rao, 
and Santosh Kumar, 

and questioned why 
KCR’s questioning was 
being projected as ex-
traordinary. “Projecting 
KCR’s inquiry as an at-
tack on Telangana self-
respect is laughable,” 
he remarked, adding 
that portraying KCR as 
a  v i c t i m  w a s 
misleading.

Mahesh Kumar Goud 
said KCR was still un-
der the illusion of  royal 
rule and needed to un-
derstand that everyone 
is equal before the law. 
“When the law is doing 
its duty, making allega-
tions and crying con-
spiracy is unfortunate. 
The law is not related to 
anyone,” he said.

Drawing parallels, he 
pointed out that several 
former chief  ministers 
across the country, in-
cluding Shibu Soren, 

Mayawati, Jayalalithaa, 
Lalu Prasad Yadav, and 
B.S. Yediyurappa, had 
faced investigations 
while in or out of  power. 
“KCR is no exception,” 
he asserted.

Referring to the Tele-
graph Act, Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud said phone 
tapping is permitted 
only in exceptional cir-
cumstances such as 
threats to national secu-
rity. He alleged that in 
Telangana, phones of  
industrialists, film per-
sonalities, journalists, 
and even private citi-
zens were tapped and 
misused for blackmail. 
“Even the privacy of  
married couples was in-
t r u d e d  u p o n , ”  h e 
alleged.

He dismissed the BRS 
protests as “sentimen-
tal dramas,” stating 

that people were no 
longer willing to believe 
such tactics. He recalled 
incidents involving rev-
olutionary poet Gaddar 
and Telangana JAC 
c h a i r m a n  P r o f . 
Kodandaram, question-
ing the BRS’s claims of  
respecting democratic 
values.

Mahesh Kumar Goud 
clarified that issuing 
notices to permanent 
addresses was standard 
procedure and said the 
SIT probe was essential 
to bring out the truth. 
He concluded by stating 
that there was no com-
parison between Sonia 
Gandhi’s questioning in 
the past and KCR’s pre-
sent inquiry, reiterating 
that the investigation 
was purely legal and de-
v o i d  o f  p o l i t i c a l 
motives.
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Hyderabad, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Union Minister G. 
Kishan Reddy on Sun-
day announced that the 
Union Budget 2026–27 
includes provisions for 
three high speed train 
corridors connecting 
Hyderabad with major 
southern cities, a devel-
opment he said will sig-
nificantly enhance con-
nectivity and support 
economic growth in 
Telangana.

Addressing the media 
in New Delhi, Kishan 
Reddy highlighted key 
infrastructure commit-
ments made by the Cen-
tre in the recently pre-
s e n t e d  B u d g e t , 
emphasising that im-
proving transport links 
for Telangana is part of  
the government’s broad-
er agenda for regional 
development and inte-
grated national growth.

Kishan Reddy said the 
high speed train corri-
dors  wil l  l ink Hy-
derabad with Pune, Ben-
galuru, and Chennai, 
bringing these major 
commercial and indus-
trial hubs closer to the 
state capital. He de-

scribed the plan as a 
game changer for travel 
and commerce, expect-
ing it to substantially 
reduce journey times 
and boost economic ac-
tivity along the routes.

 According to the min-
ister, the introduction of  
these high speed servic-
es reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
modernising rail infra-
structure and expand-
ing connectivity net-
works across India, with 
a special focus on strate-
gic nodes such as Hy-
derabad that serve as 
regional engines of  
growth.

He also underscored 
that while the Budget 
prioritises these flag-
ship rail projects, sup-
port will also be extend-

ed for other long term 
infrastructure require-
ments, including metro 
and urban transit in-
vestments, once detailed 
project reports are ap-
proved by the relevant 
ministries.

Kishan Reddy said the 
Budget’s emphasis on 
high speed rail corri-
dors aligns with the vi-
sion for faster, more reli-
able transportation 
systems that can spur 
regional development, 
create jobs, and attract 
investments. He main-
tained that these rail 
links are not only about 
faster travel but also 
about enabling stronger 
economic integration 
between Telangana and 
neighbouring states.

The announcement 

has drawn attention 
across the state, with 
stakeholders noting that 
high speed connectivity 
could transform logis-
tics, trade, tourism, and 
education links, espe-
cially between Hy-
derabad and some of  the 
country’s fastest grow-
ing cities.

In reaction to the de-
velopments, several lo-
cal leaders and business 
groups welcomed the 
move, calling for swift 
action on planning and 
implementation phases 
so that tangible progress 
can begin soon. They 
emphasised the impor-
tance of  collaboration 
between the Centre and 
the Telangana govern-
ment to ensure land ac-
quisition, clearances, 
and funding pathways 
a r e  e f f i c i e n t l y 
managed.

With the Budget prior-
itising connectivity and 
infrastructure expan-
sion, proponents say the 
planned high speed rail 
corridors could become 
a hallmark of  Telanga-
na’s growth trajectory 
in the coming decade.

Centre Plans Three High Speed Trains for 
Telangana: Kishan Reddy

Union Budget Violates Federal 
Principles, Says Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad, Febru-
ary 1,  2026 |  TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Minister 
for IT and Industries 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu 
on Sunday strongly 
criticised the Union 
Budget 2026–27, calling 
it contrary to the spirit 
of  the Constitution and 
a violation of  coopera-
tive federalism. He said 
the Budget ignored the 
principle that national 
development depends 
on the financial self-
reliance of  states and 
singled out Telangana 
for discriminatory 
treatment. In a state-
ment, Sridhar Babu ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment that Telangana 
was not mentioned 
even once in the Budget 
speech, despite contrib-
uting over 5% to the 
country’s Gross Do-
mestic Product. “The 
slogan of  ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas’ has once 
again failed to ensure 
equitable treatment for 
Telangana,” he said, 
adding that political 
considerations seemed 

to have taken prece-
dence over economic 
rationale.

The Minister ac-
cused the Centre of  
adopting a biased ap-
proach in financial al-
locations, terming it 
“fiscal suppression.” 
He pointed out that 
while the Union Gov-
er nment  projected 
grants of  ₹22,782 crore 
for Telangana for the 
current financial year, 
the State had received 
only about ₹4,000 crore 
even after ten months, 
which is less than 20% 
o f  t h e  a l l o c a t e d 
amount. Sridhar Babu 
highlighted that the 
Constitution mandates 
equitable distribution 
of  resources between 
the Union and the 
States, and he alleged 
that the latest Budget 
undermined this prin-
ciple. “Cooperative fed-
eralism cannot survive 
when States are denied 
the resources due to 
them. Telangana is be-
ing treated unfairly de-
spite repeated repre-
s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e 

Centre,” he said.
The Minister also 

criticised the Union 
Government for ignor-
ing key infrastructure 
and development pro-
jects proposed by Tel-
angana. These includ-
ed the Regional Ring 
Ro a d ,  M e t r o  R a i l 
Phase-2,  Godavari–
Musi river linkage, the 
greenfield highway be-
tween Bandar Port and 
Hyderabad Dry Port, 
new airports, enhanced 
rail connectivity, and 
funds for pending as-
surances under the 
Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act. Sridhar 
Babu urged BJP MPs 
from Telangana to ex-
plain the Centre’s treat-
ment of  the State to the 

people and called on 
the Union Government 
to respect the constitu-
tional principle of  
equality. “The Budget 
should reflect fairness 
and equitable growth 
for all States. Telanga-
na’s contributions and 
needs cannot continue 
to be ignored,” he said.

The Minister’s state-
ment has added to the 
growing criticism from 
Telangana leaders and 
stakeholders who ar-
gue that the latest Un-
ion Budget fails to con-
s i d e r  t h e  S t a t e ’ s 
developmental priori-
ties and undermines 
the very principles of  
cooperative govern-
ance enshrined in the 
Constitution.

Mahesh Kumar Goud Defends SIT Probe, Says Law Is Equal for All

Sangareddy, February 
1, 2026 | TPN Bureau

BRS district president 
and Sangareddy MLA 
Chintha Prabhakar on 
Sunday strongly con-
demned the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) 
notice issued to former 
Chief  Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR), 
calling it a “black day in 
Telangana history.” He 
described the notice as a 
politically motivated 
move by the ruling gov-
ernment, aimed at har-
assing the former Chief  
Minister rather than 
conducting an impartial 
investigation.Speaking 
at a protest rally in San-
gareddy, Prabhakar said 
KCR, who played a piv-
otal role in the Telanga-
na statehood movement 
and subsequent govern-
ance, was being unfairly 
targeted. He alleged that 
the SIT action was or-
chestrated under the in-
fluence of  Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy 
and was an attempt to 
intimidate both KCR 
and his party. Prabha-
kar emphasised that 
such politically motivat-
ed actions undermine 
democratic norms and 
set a dangerous prece-
dent for the state.

As part of  the protest, 

BRS supporters wore 
b l a c k  b a d g e s  a n d 
scarves and marched to 
the town’s new bus sta-
tion, holding placards 
denouncing the state 
government’s actions. 
They also burnt an effi-
gy of  the Chief  Minister 
to symbolise their anger 
and dissatisfaction. Mi-
nor scuffles occurred 
when police tried to pre-
vent the effigy burning, 
but order was restored 
after intervention by 
law enforcement offi-
cials. Prabhakar praised 
KCR’s leadership and 
highlighted his role in 
implementing major 
welfare schemes and in-
frastructure projects in 
Telangana. He said that 

instead of  focusing on 
governance and devel-
opment, the present 
state administration 
was misusing investi-
gative agencies for po-
litical gains. “KCR has 
the support of  millions 
of  Telangana citizens, 
but the government is 
bent on cheap political 
tactics,” he said. Sever-
al local BRS leaders 
and party activists 
joined Prabhakar in the 
protest, urging support-
ers to remain vigilant 
and resist what they de-
scribed as unjust action 
by the state govern-
ment. They war ned 
that targeting the for-
mer Chief  Minister 
through legal means 

would only strengthen 
public resolve and soli-
darity with KCR.  The 
demonstration in San-
g a re d dy  re f l e c t s  a 
broader trend of  state-
wide mobilisations by 
the BRS following the 
SIT notices to KCR and 
other party leaders. 
Protests, rallies, and ef-
fig y bur nings have 
been reported in multi-
ple districts as the par-
ty continues to chal-
lenge what it  calls 
political harassment. 
Police maintained a 
strong presence at the 
protest sites to manage 
crowds and ensure that 
law and order were 
maintained, despite 
heightened tensions.

BRS Terms SIT Notice to KCR a ‘Black 
Day’ in Telangana

Tension at Hyderabad Minister 
Quarters During BRS Protests

Hyderabad, Feb-
ruary 1, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Tensions esca-
lated at the Minis-
ter Quarters area 
in Hyderabad on 
Sunday as BRS 
student wing lead-
ers (BRSV) inten-
si f ied  protests 
against the Spe-
cial Investigation 
Team (SIT) sum-
mons issued to for-
mer Chief  Minis-
t e r  K . 
Chandrashekar 
Rao (KCR) in the 
alleged phone tap-
ping case. The sit-
uation turned vol-
atile when student 
leaders attempted 
to march towards 
the Minister Quar-
ters, prompting 
police interven-
tion and several 
arrests. The pro-
tests were part of  
a larger statewide 
agitation called by 
the BRS leader-
ship, accusing the 
Congress govern-
ment of  politically 
targeting senior 
leaders. BRSV ac-
tivists,  waving 
black flags and 
raising slogans, 

tried to approach 
the Minister Quar-
ters to express 
their dissent. Po-
lice stopped them, 
resulting in scuf-
fles and the deten-
tion of  key BRSV 
leaders, including 
the state student 
wing president 
and vice-presi -
dent. Demonstra-
tors shouted slo-
gans such as “CM 
Down Down” and 
“Stop polit ical 
vendetta,” reflect-
ing widespread 
frustration over 
the SIT notices is-
sued to KCR. The 
protest highlight-
ed growing unrest 
among party sup-
porters, who view 
the investigation 
as a politically mo-
tivated move rath-
er than a neutral 
legal process.

Authorities re-
sponded by de-
ploying additional 
police personnel 
and installing bar-
ricades around 
sensitive areas, in-
cluding the resi-
dence of  Chief  
Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, to 

prevent escala-
tion. Traffic re-
strictions were 
also imposed in 
parts of  the area 
to maintain public 
safety and order.

B R S  l e a d e r s 
have mobilised 
supporters across 
Telangana follow-
ing the SIT notic-
es, insisting that 
the demonstra-
tions are a legiti-
mate expression 
of  dissent against 
perceived political 
harassment. Party 
officials empha-
sised that while 
protests are meant 

to convey public 
sentiment, they do 
not intend to dis-
rupt civic peace.

During the ini-
tial hours of  the 
agitation, police 
urged citizens to 
remain calm and 
respect law and or-
der. They clarified 
that protests are 
permissible under 
law but warned 
that attempts to 
breach secured ar-
eas or threaten 
safety would be 
handled strictly.

T h e  d eve l o p -
ments at the Min-
ister Quarters re-

flect the broader 
political tension 
i n  Te l a n g a n a , 
where protests 
and counter-pro-
tests continue to 
shape the state’s 
political landscape 
amid the ongoing 
phone tapping in-
vestigation and 
scrutiny of  BRS 
leadership. The in-
c i d e n t  u n d e r -
scores the growing 
volatility in politi-
cal discourse and 
the high stakes 
surrounding legal 
and political ac-
countability in the 
state.
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Adilabad District, 
February 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Leaders and activists 
of  the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) staged a 
road blockade and pro-
test at Ichoda mandal in 
Adilabad district on Sat-
urday, alleging political 
harassment of  party 
president and former 
Chief  Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR) by 
the Congress-led State 
Government. The agita-
tion was organised con-
demning the issuance of  
notices to KCR and what 
the party described as 
“ t a r g e t e d  p o l i t i c a l 
vendetta.”

R a i s i n g  s l o g a n s 
against the Congress 
government, BRS lead-
ers said that serving no-
tices to KCR amounts to 
an insult to Telangana’s 
self-respect. They al-
leged that the present 
gover nment, having 
failed to effectively gov-
ern and implement the 
promises made to the 
people, was resorting to 
deliberate political har-
assment of  KCR to di-
vert public attention 
from its shortcomings.

Addressing the gath-
ering, BRS leaders ac-
cused the Congress gov-
e r n m e n t  o f  b e i n g 
unable to fulfil its elec-
toral assurances and in-
stead focusing on set-
tling political scores. 
They war ned Chief  
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy that any attempt 
to harass KCR would be 
met with strong resist-
ance and could lead to 
serious repercussions 
across the state. “If  KCR 
is targeted unjustly, Tel-

angana will rise in pro-
test,” they cautioned.

The speakers recalled 
KCR’s role as the archi-
tect of  the Telangana 
movement and the lead-
er who played a pivotal 
role in achieving a sepa-
rate state. They said that 
as the first Chief  Minis-
ter of  Telangana, KCR 
had steered the state on 
a path of  development 
and welfare. Issuing no-
tices and initiating cas-
es against such a leader, 
they argued, was unjus-

tified and politically 
motivated.

BRS leaders further 
stated that during the 
Telangana movement, 
party cadres had faced 
numerous cases, ar-
rests, and restrictions, 
but never backed down. 
They asserted that the 
party would not be in-
timidated by cases or in-
vestigations and would 
continue to fight on be-
half  of  the people of  Tel-
angana, regardless of  
pressure from the ruling 

dispensation.
The protestors de-

manded an immediate 
halt to what they termed 
harassment under the 
pretext of  a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) 
probe against KCR. 
They said the dharna 
was organised as per the 
directions of  Boath 
MLA Anil Jadhav, re-
flecting the party’s re-
solve to oppose what it 
sees  as  misuse  of  
power.

Several senior and lo-
cal BRS leaders partici-
pated in the agitation, 
including Mandal Presi-
dent Krishna Reddy, for-
mer MPTC Gadge Sub-
hash, former Sarpanch 
Pandurang, along with 
l e a d e r s  N a r w a d e 
Ramesh, Shabbir, Ma-
teen, Ganesh, Praveen, 
Ganapathi, and a large 
n u m b e r  o f  p a r t y 
workers.

The protest concluded 
with BRS leaders reiter-
ating their demand that 
the Congress govern-
ment stop political har-
assment and focus in-
stead on governance and 
fulfilling promises made 
to the people.

Mahabubabad Dis-
trict, February 1, 2026 
| TPN Bureau

As part of  prepara-
tions for the upcom-
ing municipal elec-
t i o n s ,  I n - c h a r g e 
Minister for Maha-
bubabad Parliament 
and senior Congress 
leader Ponnam Prab-
hakar toured the Dor-
nakal Assembly con-
s t i t u e n c y  i n 
Mahabubabad district 
on Saturday. During 
his visit, the minister 
held extensive meet-
ings with key Con-
gress leaders from 
Maripeda and Dor-
nakal municipalities, 
stressing the need for 
unity and coordinated 
efforts to secure a 
clean sweep in the lo-
cal body polls.

Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar, along with 
Dornakal MLA Ra-
machandra Naik and 
District Cong ress 
Committee (DCC) 
President Uma Murali 
Naik, interacted ward-
wise with Congress 
candidates contesting 
the municipal elec-
tions. They reviewed 
ground-level prepara-
tions and urged candi-
dates and party cadres 
to work in close coor-
dination to ensure 100 
per cent victory in 
both municipalities 
w i t h i n  t h e 
constituency.

Addressing party 
leaders, the minister 
made it clear that even 
aspirants who did not 
receive tickets must 
actively campaign for 
the officially nominat-
ed candidates. He as-
sured them that the 
party would stand by 
committed workers 
and that those who 
had worked sincerely 
for the party would be 
given due recognition. 
Leaders who with-
drew from the race in 
the interest of  the par-

ty would be consid-
ered for nominated 
posts in the future, he 
said.

Later, speaking at a 
media conference held 
at the Maripeda MLA 
camp office, Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar 
said he had been ap-
pointed as the Con-
gress Party’s Maha-
bubabad Parliament 
coordinator for the 
municipal elections. 
He noted that there 
are seven municipali-
ties under the parlia-
mentary constituen-
c y — Y e l l a n d u , 
Dornakal, Maripeda, 
Mahabubabad, Kesa-
mudram, Narsampet, 
and Mulugu—and as-
serted that the party’s 
goal was to win all of  
them.

He called upon par-
ty leaders and work-
ers to put in sustained 
efforts over the next 
ten days to achieve to-
tal victory. Highlight-
ing the Congress gov-
e r n m e n t ’ s 
performance, the min-
ister said the previous 
g o ve r n m e n t  h a d 
failed to fulfil its 
promises over a dec-
ade, which led to pub-
lic dissatisfaction. In 
contrast, he said, the 
present government 
had provided 3,500 In-
diramma houses in 
the constituency, dis-
tributed ration cards 
to all eligible benefi-
ciaries, and imple-
mented schemes such 
as free power up to 200 
units, subsidised LPG 

cylinders, and free bus 
travel for women.

He added that wel-
fare schemes like 
Shaadi Mubarak and 
Kalyana Lakshmi 
were being continued, 
while farmers were 
benefiting from Rythu 
Bharosa, loan waiv-
ers, bonuses for fine 
paddy, and assured 
minimum prices. 
Women’s self-help 
groups were being 
supported through 
interest-free loans, 
with a long-term goal 
of  making one crore 
women financially 
empowered.

The minister also 
highlighted large-
scale recruitment, 
stating that over 70,000 
jobs had been filled 
across departments. 
Calling on voters to 
question the opposi-
tion, he urged people 
to reject what he 
termed as misinfor-
mation by BRS and 
BJP.

Reiterating party 
discipline, Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar 
said the party’s deci-
sion would be final 
and appealed to lead-
ers who filed nomina-
tions independently to 
withdraw them by 
February 3. He con-
cluded by urging Con-
gress leaders to work 
unitedly to ensure vic-
tory in all seven mu-
nicipalities under the 
Mahabubabad parlia-
m e n t a r y 
constituency.

Khammam, Febru-
ary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Political tensions 
escalated in Kham-
mam district on Sun-
day as Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) 
supporters intensi-
fied protests against 
the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) sum-
mons issued to for-
mer Chief  Minister 
K. Chandrashekar 
Rao (KCR) in the al-
leged phone tapping 
case. The demonstra-
tions, part of  a state-
wide agitation, saw 
clashes with police, 
road blockades, and 
widespread public 
disruption in several 
areas of  the district.

BRS leaders and ac-
tivists took to the 
streets early in the 
day, demanding an 
end to what they de-
scribed as politically 
motivated  action 
against their party 
president. Protesters 
staged dharnas at key 
junctions, organized 
bike rall ies,  and 
burned effigies of  
Chief  Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, shout-
ing slogans against 
the Congress-led state 
government and ex-
pressing solidarity 
with KCR.

Tensions further 

escalated when police 
deployed barricades 
to control the crowds. 
In some areas, scuf-
fles broke out, leading 
to arrests of  demon-
strators for obstruct-
ing public pathways 
and resisting police 
directives. Authori-
t i e s  m a i n t a i n e d 
h e i g h t e n e d  v i g i l 
around sensitive loca-
tions to prevent the 
s i t u a t i o n  f r o m 
worsening.

 Local BRS leaders 
accused the SIT ac-
tion of  being an at-
tempt to harass the 
party and silence its 
leadership ahead of  
upcoming elections. 
They claimed the 
move reflected politi-
cal vendetta rather 
than impartial inves-
tigation and warned 
that the public would 
not tolerate misuse of  
investigative agen-
cies for political pur-
poses. Activists as-
s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e 
protests were a dem-
onstration of  genuine 
public  sentiment 
against perceived 
injustice.

Party workers ex-
pressed frustration at 
what they described 
as a pattern of  target-
ing senior BRS lead-
ers not only in Kham-
m a m  b u t  a c r o s s 

Telangana. They stat-
ed that protests would 
continue until the 
state government en-
sured that legal pro-
cesses were conduct-
ed transparently and 
without bias. BRS 
leaders said they 
were committed to 
peaceful demonstra-
tions but warned that 
rallies, effigy burn-
ings, and road block-
ades would escalate if  
necessary.

T h e  u n r e s t  i n 
Khammam mirrored 
similar protests in 
other districts of  Tel-
angana, where BRS 
supporters have mo-
bilized throughout 
the week following 
the SIT’s notices and 
scrutiny of  leaders 
linked to the phone 
tapping controversy. 
Po l i c e  u r g e d  a l l 
groups to maintain 
peace and adhere to 
law and order while 
registering dissent.

The protests in 
Khammam have be-
come a significant po-
litical flashpoint, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
growing tension be-
tween the BRS and 
the state government 
over the handling of  
legal and political 
matters concerning 
K C R  a n d  h i s 
leadership.

BRS Leaders Stage Protest Alleging Political 
Harassment of KCR

Ponnam Prabhakar Reviews Congress Strategy for 
Municipal Polls in Dornakal

Mahabubabad Dis-
trict, February 1, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Transport and BC 
Welfare Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar on Sat-
urday toured Maha-
bubabad district and 
held a crucial meeting 
with senior Congress 
leaders and party candi-
dates as part of  prepara-
tions for the upcoming 
municipal elections. 
The meeting, held at the 
Mahabubabad district 
headquarters, focused 
on strengthening coor-
dination among party 
ranks to ensure a com-
prehensive victory for 
the Congress across mu-
nicipali t ies  in  the 
region.

The minister interact-

ed with key Congress 
leaders from Maha-
bubabad, Yellandu, and 
Kesamudram munici-
palities. The meeting 
was attended by MLAs 
Murali Naik and Koram 
Kanakaiah, District 
Congress Committee 
(DCC) presidents Uma 
Murali Naik and Devi 
Prasanna, along with 
other senior leaders. 
Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar stressed that all 
leaders must work in 
unison to ensure that 
the Congress flag flies 
h i g h  i n  e v e r y 
municipality.

 Addressing concerns 
over ward-level differ-
ences, the minister said 
candidates had been se-
lected based on surveys 

and the “select–elect” 
principle, which priori-
tises winnability. He 
urged leaders and cad-
res to hold face-to-face 
discussions in wards 
where consensus was 
lacking and resolve dif-
ferences in the interest 
of  the party. He made it 
clear that party disci-
pline must be main-
tained and that all lead-
ers should support 
officially announced 
candidates.

Referring to alliance 
dynamics, Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar said the 
C o n g r e s s  a n d  C P I 
should work together in 
seats where the CPI is 
contesting as part of  the 
alliance. He later hand-
ed over B-Forms to Con-

gress candidates con-
testing in Mahabubabad, 
Yellandu, and Kesam-
udram municipalities 
through the respective 
DCC presidents.

The minister said the 
Mahabubabad Parlia-
mentary constituency 
comprises seven munic-
ipalities with a total of  
156 seats. He noted that 
five MLAs, four DCC 
presidents, and several 
senior leaders, includ-
ing heads of  corpora-
tions and institutions, 
were actively working to 
ensure success in the 
municipal elections. He 
set clear targets, stating 
that Congress must se-
cure all 36 seats in Ma-
habubabad municipali-
ty and all 16 seats in 
Kesamudram.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s welfare initi-
atives, Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar criticised the 
previous government 
for failing to deliver on 
promises such as dou-
ble-bedroom houses. In 
contrast, he said the pre-
sent Congress govern-
ment had sanctioned 

3,500 Indiramma houses 
per constituency, dis-
tributed ration cards, 
supplied fine rice, im-
plemented Rythu Bha-
rosa and far m loan 
waivers, and provided 
interest-free loans to 
w o m e n ’ s  s e l f - h e l p 
groups. He also high-
lighted free bus travel 
for women and free elec-
tricity up to 200 units.

Calling for unity, the 
minister said candi-
dates would be finalised 
based on social justice, 
party loyalty, and win-
ning potential, with due 
representation to SCs, 
STs, BCs, and minori-
ties, including 42 per 
cent reservations. He 
assured party workers 
that those who work 
sincerely for the party 
would be rewarded with 
opportunities in the fu-
ture and urged every-
one to collectively work 
towards ensuring a 
clean sweep for the Con-
gress in all seven mu-
nicipalities under the 
Mahabubabad Parlia-
mentary constituency.

Ponnam Prabhakar Calls for United Congress 
Push in Mahabubabad Municipal Polls

Operation Smile Yields Major Success in Adilabad District
Adilabad District, Feb-

ruary 1, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

The month-long Oper-
ation Smile initiative 
launched to eradicate 
child labour in Adilabad 
district has achieved sig-
nificant success, with 
authorities rescuing 85 
child labourers and reg-
istering multiple cases 
against violators. Dis-
trict Superintendent of  
Police Akhil Mahajan, 
IPS, announced the re-
sults through a press re-
lease, describing the op-
eration as a major step 
towards completely 
eliminating the child la-
bour system in the 
district.

The special drive was 
conducted from January 
1 to January 31 with the 
objective of  identifying, 
rescuing, and rehabili-
tating children engaged 
in labour and ensuring 
their return to educa-
tion. As part of  the op-
eration, the district po-

lice, in coordination 
with multiple govern-
ment departments, res-
cued 85 children from 
hazardous and illegal 
working conditions. Of  
these, 79 were boys and 
six were girls.

According to the SP, 72 
rescued children were 
reunited with their par-
ents after proper coun-
selling, while 13 children 
were shifted to residen-
tial hostels to ensure 
their safety, education, 
and overall welfare. No-
tably, 24 of  the rescued 
children belonged to oth-
er states. Authorities en-
sured that these chil-
dren were repatriated in 
a phased manner and 
safely handed over to 
their parents or family 
members in their native 
places.

As part of  strict en-
forcement, 35 cases were 
registered across the dis-
trict against individuals 
and establishments 
found employing child 

labour. Additionally, 81 
FIRs were recorded un-
der relevant legal provi-
sions. SP Akhil Mahajan 
warned that stringent 
action would be taken 
against anyone violating 
child labour laws, reiter-
ating that no leniency 
would be shown to 
offenders.

The operation was 
carried out with the col-
lective efforts of  the Dis-
trict Child Welfare Com-
m i t t e e ,  L a b o u r 
Department, Education 
Department, Child Pro-
tection Unit, Medical De-
partment, and several 
non-governmental or-
ganisations. Joint teams 
conducted inspections at 
hotels, construction 
sites, brick kilns, and 
other workplaces where 
children were found 
working under unsafe 
conditions. The rescued 
children and their par-
ents were counselled, 
and awareness was cre-
ated on the importance 

of  education and the le-
gal consequences of  
child labour.

Emphasising the long-
term vision of  the initia-
tive, the SP stated that 
Operation Smile would 
not end with this month-
long drive. Continuous 
monitoring would be 
carried out throughout 
the year, and immediate 
action would be taken 
wherever child labour is 
detected. He appealed to 
the public to report any 
instances of  child labour 
by dialling 100, assuring 
that the identity of  in-

formants would be kept 
strictly confidential.

Calling upon society 
to collectively protect 
children’s rights, SP 
Akhil Mahajan said that 
only sustained commu-
nity participation, along 
with firm enforcement 
of  the law, could ensure 
that children remain in 
schools and not at work-
places. He reaffirmed 
the police department’s 
commitment to making 
Adilabad a child-labour-
free district and ensur-
ing a safer, brighter fu-
ture for every child.

Tensions Rise in Khammam Over BRS Protests
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A Careful Budget for Uncertain Times: Why Caution and Balance 
Define This Year’s Fiscal Strategy

The Union Budget this year 
arrives at a moment when 
economic optimism is tem-
pered by global uncertainty 
and domestic constraints. 
Rather than unveiling dra-
matic reforms or populist 
giveaways, the government 
has chosen a noticeably cau-
tious path — one that priori-
tises stability, fiscal disci-
pline and gradual progress 
over bold experimentation. 
This approach has led many 
observers to describe the 
Budget as a prudent balanc-
ing act, attempting to hold to-
gether competing priorities 
in a complex economic 
environment.

At its core, the Budget re-
flects an understanding that 
the current moment does not 
allow for fiscal adventurism. 
Inflationary pressures, geopo-
litical tensions, volatile glob-
al financial markets and un-
even recovery across sectors 
have all shaped the govern-
ment’s choices. In this con-
text, restraint is not necessar-
ily a weakness. Instead, the 
Budget signals that safe-
guarding macroeconomic sta-
bility remains the foremost 
objective, even as growth con-
tinues to be nudged forward 
through targeted public 
investment.

One of  the clearest indica-
tors of  this cautious approach 
is the emphasis on fiscal con-
solidation. The government 
has reiterated its commit-
ment to gradually reducing 
the fiscal deficit over the me-
dium term. While borrowing 
levels remain substantial, 
they are framed within a 
roadmap that seeks to reas-
sure markets and investors 
that debt will remain man-
ageable. This is particularly 
significant at a time when 
global interest rates are high 
and capital flows are sensitive 
to signs of  fiscal indiscipline. 
By resisting pressure to ex-
pand spending aggressively, 
the Budget aims to preserve 
credibility and keep borrow-
ing costs under control.

At the same time, caution 
does not mean stagnation. 
The Budget continues to place 
strong emphasis on capital 
expenditure, especially in in-
frastructure. Roads, railways, 
ports, logistics networks and 

urban development remain 
central to the government’s 
growth strategy. The logic is 
straightforward: public in-
vestment in physical infra-
structure can stimulate de-
mand in the short term while 
enhancing productivity and 
competitiveness in the long 
run. In an environment 
where private investment is 
still recovering and global de-
mand remains uncertain, the 
state’s role as a growth cata-
lyst becomes even more 
important.

This focus on capital ex-
penditure also reflects les-
sons learned over the past 
decade. Compared to revenue 
spending, which often deliv-
ers immediate but short-lived 
benefits, infrastructure in-
vestment has a multiplier ef-
fect that extends across sec-
tors and regions. It creates 
jobs, improves connectivity, 
lowers costs for businesses 
and encourages private play-
ers to invest alongside the 
state. The Budget’s continued 

tilt towards capex therefore 
signals a preference for dura-
ble growth rather than tempo-
rary consumption-led boosts.

However, the Budget’s cau-
tion is equally visible in its 
treatment of  taxation. There 
are no sweeping changes to 
personal income tax struc-
tures or dramatic reductions 
aimed at boosting consump-
tion. Instead, the government 
appears to be relying on the 
tax reforms introduced in re-
cent years to do the heavy lift-
ing. The assumption seems to 
be that stability and predict-
ability in the tax regime are 
more valuable at this stage 
than frequent tinkering. For 
taxpayers hoping for immedi-
ate relief, this may feel under-
whelming, but from a policy 
perspective, it reinforces the 
message that fiscal consolida-
tion takes precedence.

The same philosophy ex-
tends to indirect taxes. Rath-
er than announcing major 
rate changes, the Budget fo-
cuses on incremental ration-

alisation and compliance. 
This suggests a belief  that the 
tax system has reached a 
stage where refinement, rath-
er than overhaul, is required. 
By broadening the tax base 
and improving efficiency, the 
government aims to increase 
revenues without imposing 
new burdens that could dis-
rupt economic activity.

Another area where the 
balancing act is evident is so-
cial spending. Allocations for 
welfare schemes, rural devel-
opment and agriculture have 
been maintained or modestly 
enhanced, but without large 
expansions. This reflects an 
attempt to protect vulnerable 
sections of  society while 
avoiding unsustainable ex-
penditure growth. Rural de-
mand remains a concern, par-
t icularly given uneven 
income recovery, and the 
Budget acknowledges this 
through continued support 
programmes. Yet the absence 
of  major new schemes under-
scores the government’s re-

luctance to open new fiscal 
commitments that could 
strain public finances in the 
future.

The agriculture sector, in 
particular, continues to re-
ceive attention through tar-
geted interventions rather 
than sweeping reforms. In-
vestment in irrigation, stor-
age, logistics and allied activi-
ties is intended to improve 
farm productivity and resil-
ience. While structural issues 
in agriculture remain unre-
solved, the Budget’s approach 
suggests a preference for 
gradual improvement rather 
than disruptive policy shifts.

Support for small and me-
dium enterprises is another 
important component of  the 
Budget’s cautious strategy. 
MSMEs are widely recog-
nised as engines of  employ-
ment and innovation, but 
they also face persistent chal-
lenges related to credit ac-
cess, compliance and scale. 
The Budget addresses these 
concerns through credit fa-

cilitation, guarantees and in-
stitutional support rather 
than large subsidies. This re-
flects an effort to strengthen 
the ecosystem in which small 
businesses operate, instead 
of  offering short-term relief  
that may not lead to sustain-
able growth.

From a broader perspec-
tive, the Budget’s restraint 
can also be interpreted as po-
litical and economic realism. 
With elections either ap-
proaching or recently con-
cluded, there is often pres-
sure on gover nments to 
loosen fiscal controls and pri-
oritise immediate gains. The 
decision to resist this tempta-
tion suggests confidence that 
long-term stability will ulti-
mately serve both economic 
and political interests better 
than short-term populism.

Critics, however, argue 
that the Budget lacks ambi-
tion. They point out that 
structural reforms in areas 
such as labour markets, land 
acquisition, education and 

healthcare remain limited. 
According to this view, cau-
tion has come at the cost of  
boldness, and the opportuni-
ty to accelerate transforma-
tion has been deferred once 
again. While this criticism 
has merit, it must be weighed 
against the risks of  reform 
fatigue and policy overreach 
in an uncer tain global 
environment.

Markets have responded in 
a measured manner, reflect-
ing both approval and disap-
pointment. Investors have 
welcomed the commitment 
to fiscal discipline and infra-
structure spending, but some 
have expressed concerns 
about the pace of  reform and 
the impact of  certain tax-re-
lated decisions on specific 
sectors. This mixed reaction 
mirrors the Budget itself  — 
steady, careful and deliber-
ately unspectacular.

Ultimately, this Budget is 
less about headlines and 
more about reassurance. It 
seeks to convince stakehold-
ers that the government re-
mains focused on stability, 
continuity and long-term 
growth, even if  that means 
avoiding dramatic announce-
ments. In a world marked by 
volatility and rapid change, 
such an approach may not ex-
cite everyone, but it does of-
fer predictability — a valua-
ble commodity in uncertain 
times.

Whether this cautious 
strategy will deliver the de-
sired outcomes will depend 
on execution. Infrastructure 
spending must translate into 
real projects, fiscal discipline 
must be maintained without 
stifling growth, and social 
support must reach those 
who need it most. If  these 
conditions are met, the Budg-
et’s quiet pragmatism may 
prove more effective than 
louder, riskier alternatives.

In the final analysis, this is 
a Budget that reflects the 
mood of  the moment: care-
ful, balanced and aware of  its 
limitations. It may not prom-
ise transformation over-
night, but it does attempt to 
keep the economy on a steady 
path — and in today’s envi-
ronment, that may well be 
the most prudent choice of  
all.

West Bengal’s Political Stalemate: How the TMC-BJP Clash Has Frozen Voters in a 
Binary Choice

West Bengal’s political land-
scape has always been vibrant, 
intense, and fiercely debated 
— but as the state hurtles to-
ward its next Assembly elec-
tions, the space for meaningful 
political alternatives appears 
increasingly constrained. In-
stead of  a multi-layered politi-
cal contest involving diverse 
voices and visions, voters find 
themselves trapped in a stark 
binary: support the Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) led by Mama-
ta Banerjee or align with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
attempting to dethrone her. 
This binary has shaped narra-
tives, influenced discourse and 
narrowed options in ways that 
limit the scope for new think-
ing in Bengali politics.

The TMC has ruled West 
Bengal for over a decade. Un-
der Mamata Banerjee’s leader-
ship, the party has fashioned 
politics around identity, wel-
fare schemes and strong re-
gionalism. Banerjee’s persona 
— fiery, grassroots-oriented, 
and fiercely protective of  Ben-
gal’s autonomy — has been 
central to this narrative. Par-
ticularly among those wary of  
the BJP’s sway, she symbolizes 
resistance against what they 
perceive as overreach by na-
tional forces. Meanwhile, the 
BJP continues to present itself  
as the alternative, promising 
development, national inte-
gration and a break from en-
trenched regional power.

However, this clash has crys-
tallised into a political dead-
lock where little space re-
mains for perspectives outside 
of  these two poles. Voices from 
the Congress, Left parties or 
emerging regional groups 

struggle to gain traction. 
Their contribution to dis-
course — whether in terms of  
policy priorities or fresh ideas 
— gets overshadowed by the 
relentless TMC-BJP rivalry. 
Ordinary voters are left with a 
choice between two camps that 
both command strong loyal-
ties and polarise opinions 
sharply.

In recent months, this politi-
cal rivalry has intensified dra-
matically. A central flashpoint 
has been the actions of  nation-
al investigative agencies, espe-
cially the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), against entities 
linked with the TMC. Searches 
and raids at locations associ-
ated with the Indian Political 
Action Committee — a strate-
gic consultancy involved in 
election planning — have gen-
erated a fierce political battle. 
The TMC claims the action is 
an attempt to undermine its 
electoral strategy and rights 
ahead of  elections, while the 
BJP characterises these opera-
tions as a lawful pursuit of  in-
vestigation. What might have 
been a technical or legal epi-
sode has instead been swept up 
into the political narrative, 
further stoking contention.

Mamata Banerjee’s response 
has been forceful. She has 
framed the ED’s actions as po-
litically motivated and an ex-
ample of  institutional over-
reach engineered by the rival 
party. Banerjee and her sup-
porters have held protests, ral-
lied public sentiment and crit-
icised the central agencies for 
allegedly targeting political 
opponents with the aim of  in-
fluencing the electoral envi-
ronment. These events have 

given the TMC a potent rally-
ing cry: that Bengal must de-
fend its democratic rights 
against what she portrays as a 
concerted attempt to stifle 
dissent.

This narrative resonates 
with many in the state, par-
ticularly among communities 
wary of  central power. Baner-
jee has successfully tapped 
into deep-seated concerns 
about federalism and autono-
my, arguing that the actions 
against her party represent 
not just political rivalry, but a 
broader assault on Bengal’s 
identity and electoral freedom. 
In doing so, she has strength-

ened her image as a defender 
of  the state’s interests — a role 
that appeals across traditional 
voter groups who might other-
wise be less partisan.

At the same time, the BJP 
uses these same events to spot-
light what it sees as a failure 
of  governance in the state. 
From its perspective, the 
TMC’s confrontation with cen-
tral agencies underscores al-
leged tolerance of  corruption 
and misuse of  power. BJP lead-
ers often argue that law en-
forcement and investigative 
mechanisms are simply fulfill-
ing their duties, and any push-
back against them is evidence 

of  political entrenchment 
rather than victimisation. 
This position seeks to mobilise 
voters who prioritise law and 
order, accountability and na-
tional cohesion.

The impact of  these compet-
ing narratives is significant. 
Instead of  a debate centred 
around policy differences — 
development models, employ-
ment opportunities, education 
re fo r m s,  i n f r a s t r u c t u re 
growth — public discussion 
has largely revolved around al-
legations, counter-allegations 
and questions of  political le-
gitimacy. For many voters, the 
elections have become a refer-

endum not just on governance, 
but on deeper ideological ques-
tions about the nature of  fed-
eral power and institutional 
independence.

This scenario has profound 
implications for democratic 
engagement in West Bengal. 
On one hand, strong political 
identities can energise the 
electorate and increase par-
ticipation. On the other hand, 
when the political conversa-
tion reduces complex issues to 
binary choices, it risks mar-
ginalising nuanced discussion 
and sidelining constructive 
alternatives. Younger voters, 
especially those who might be 
seeking fresh ideas or better 
governance models beyond the 
dominant narratives, may feel 
disenfranchised.

Furthermore, this binary 
contest has implications for 
smaller political organisa-
tions and independent voices 
struggling to break through. 
The Congress and Left par-
ties, once central to Bengal’s 
political history, find it in-
creasingly difficult to com-
mand attention in a narrative 
dominated by TMC-BJP clash-
es. Their efforts to form stra-
tegic alliances or present in-
dependent policy platforms 
are overshadowed by the larg-
er drama of  two giants push-
ing against one another.

Ultimately, the narrowing of  
political imagination poses a 
challenge not only for voters 
but for the democratic process 
itself. Democracy thrives on 
choice — meaningful, diverse 
and substantive. When the op-
tions presented to the elector-
ate are limited to two poles 
with entrenched positions, the 

space for experimentation, re-
form and alternative solu-
tions diminishes. This not 
only affects voter satisfaction 
but can stagnate political 
innovation.

The current political cli-
mate in West Bengal reflects 
deeper trends in Indian poli-
tics, where strong personali-
ties and polarised contests 
dominate discourse. Locally 
and nationally, this reinforces 
cycles where elections are 
fought as battles for suprema-
cy rather than forums for 
problem-solving and govern-
ance improvements. The re-
sult is a political environment 
that prizes loyalty over de-
bate,  confrontation over 
collaboration.

West Bengal now stands at a 
crossroads. As the election ap-
proaches, both major parties 
will intensify their campaigns, 
sharpen their narratives, and 
mobilise supporters. Yet the 
larger question that remains 
is whether the state’s political 
culture can reclaim space for 
broader engagement — where 
issues, ideas and inclusive pol-
icy debates regain prominence 
over binary partisanship.

For the voter in Bengal, the 
stakes are high. The choice is 
powerful, but in its current 
form, it is also constrained. 
What emerges from this con-
test will not only shape the 
next government but could set 
the tone for the nature of  dem-
ocratic discourse in the state 
for years to come. Whether 
West Bengal can move beyond 
a binary political trap into a 
more expansive and inclusive 
dialogue will be a key test of  
its democratic health.
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Budget 2026: Election Commission Gets 25% Funding 
Boost Ahead of Major State Polls 

In the Union Budget 2026–27, In-
dia’s Election Commission has re-
ceived a substantial increase in 
budgetary allocation, signalling 
enhanced support for the conduct 
of  upcoming elections across the 
country. The increased funding 
comes at a crucial time, as several 
states — including Tamil Nadu, 
West Bengal, Assam, Kerala and 
others — gear up for Assembly 
polls over the next two years. This 
hike reflects the government’s in-
tention to ensure that electoral 
processes are well resourced and 
smoothly executed.

The Election Commission’s total 
allocation for the next financial 
year has risen sharply from the 
previous year. The revised figures 
show that overall funding has 
jumped by roughly one quarter 
compared to the last budget, giving 
the poll body more financial mus-
cle to manage election related ac-
tivities. A large portion of  this en-
hanced amount is earmarked 
specifically for election expenses, 
including logistics, staffing, tech-
nology and voter outreach, while 
the rest will be utilised for regular 
administrative and operational 
costs.

Election preparations in a coun-
try of  India’s size are complex un-
dertakings involving millions of  
voters, thousands of  polling sta-
tions and extensive coordination 
between central and state agen-
cies. Adequate funding is critical 
to meeting these logistical chal-
lenges, especially as the Elections 
Commission works to maintain the 
integrity, transparency and fair-
ness of  the democratic process.

The timing of  this budgetary 
boost — just months before major 
elections in several states — has 
drawn attention from political ana-
lysts and commentators. They note 
that increased allocations for the 
Election Commission are often 
closely watched because they can 
indicate the priority given to elec-
toral preparedness and the credi-

bility of  the democratic frame-
work. With a voter base nearing 
100 crore citizens, the scale of  elec-
toral operations is vast, and re-
sources must match that scale to 
deliver efficient administration.

Budget support for the Election 
Commission typically covers a 
range of  functions. It includes 
funds for setting up polling sta-
tions, hiring temporary election 
staff, public information cam-

paigns, and deploying electronic 
voting machines and other tech-
nologies designed to improve vot-
ing efficiency and accuracy. Voter 
education, especially in remote or 
newly enrolled voter segments, is 
another key area that benefits 
from increased financial backing.

In addition to operational funds, 
the budget also provides for related 
voter services, such as the issu-
ance and maintenance of  Election 

Photo Identity Cards (EPICs). 
These cards are essential for voter 
authentication during elections 
and represent a significant part of  
the administrative workload. 
Funds for this purpose are shared 
between the central government 
and individual states based on 
their number of  registered voters, 
ensuring that both levels of  gov-
ernment contribute to the electoral 
infrastructure.

Officials involved in the budget-
ing process highlighted that part 
of  the increase is intended to help 
the Election Commission prepare 
for the coming cycle of  Assembly 
elections and the general environ-
ment of  heightened electoral activ-
ity. Planning, training and logistics 
for such a large democratic exer-
cise requires both foresight and 
flexibility, and the additional funds 
are expected to give the commis-

sion greater capacity to manage 
these responsibilities effectively.

Some observers see the alloca-
tion as more than just administra-
tive support. In a federal democrat-
ic system, budgets often serve as 
an instrument of  policy signalling. 
Enhanced funding for the Election 
Commission can be interpreted as 
an affirmation of  the govern-
ment’s commitment to upholding 
election standards and supporting 
democratic institutions, especially 
when multiple high stakes state 
elections are on the horizon.

At the same time, the increase 
may draw political scrutiny. Oppo-
sition parties occasionally raise 
questions about how funds are 
managed and whether resource al-
locations could influence electoral 
processes. However, election bod-
ies in India operate with statutory 
independence, and budget provi-
sions for their work are usually de-
signed to bolster their capacity 
rather than dictate outcomes.

The allocation comes amid other 
key budget decisions, as the gov-
ernment balances fiscal discipline 
with economic priorities such as 
infrastructure investment, social 
welfare, health and education. 
While general tax slabs and many 
subsidy structures remained rela-
tively unchanged, areas such as 
capital expenditure and strategic 
sector support received attention 
from policymakers in this year’s 
budget.

For the Election Commission, 
the funding boost represents a rec-
ognition of  the enormous task 
ahead. With multiple state polls in 
the near term and considerable or-
ganisational demands, having ro-
bust financial backing helps the 
commission focus on delivering 
free, fair and efficient elections. 
For voters across the country, it 
means that the democratic process 
is being resourced at a level de-
signed to meet the challenges of  
administering elections at an un-
precedented scale.

Madhya Pradesh Farmers Feel Let Down by Budget 2026: 
Why Expectations Didn’t Match Reality 

When the Union Budget 2026–27 was pre-
sented earlier this week, farmers in Madhya 
Pradesh — one of  India’s largest and most 
productive agricultural states — reacted 
with disappointment and frustration. De-
spite the government’s emphasis on agricul-
ture and rural development, many farmers 
in the state feel that the Budget failed to ad-
dress their most pressing problems and fell 
short of  long standing demands.

Madhya Pradesh plays a vital role in In-
dia’s food basket, producing vast quantities 
of  wheat, pulses and soybeans. Many local 
farmers had hoped this year’s Budget would 
include concrete steps to improve income 
security, procurement policies and market 
support. Instead, the measures announced 
seemed distant from the daily realities of  
farm life in much of  the state.

One of  the biggest grievances among 
farmers is that the Budget did not provide 
assurances on fair prices for staple crops 
like wheat and soybean. Farmers had hoped 
for stronger backing for the Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) system, particularly guar-
anteeing to purchase at MSP levels that cov-
er their costs and ensure a reasonable profit. 
Instead, the announcements focused on new-
er or niche crop promotion schemes — for 
example, incentives for cultivating coconut, 
sandalwood, almonds and cashew nuts. 
While such diversification efforts may ben-
efit some, many farmers feel these do not ap-
ply to their existing land, experience and 
soil conditions. As one farmer put it, they 
are told to grow plantation crops like al-
monds, but their farms are suited to staples 
like wheat and soy — crops central to feeding 
the country every day.

The frustration runs deeper among young-
er farmers who had pinned their hopes on 
the Budget delivering tangible support that 
would lift agricultural incomes and improve 
market stability. Many said they felt “hand-
ed something shiny but useless”: promises 
of  new crop schemes without price or mar-
ket guarantees that could help them meet the 
cost of  production.

Another disappointment cited by farmers 
is the absence of  any increase in direct sup-
port amounts under schemes such as the PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana. This income 
support programme has been a lifeline for 
many marginal and small farmers, and there 
were expectations that the assistance 
amount or eligibility threshold would be ex-
panded in line with rising input costs and 
inflation. The omission of  significant en-
hancements here left many feeling 
overlooked.

Beyond pricing, farmers also highlighted 
concerns about market infrastructure and 
procurement mechanisms. They argue that 

without reliable, state supported procure-
ment at MSP — especially for key staples — 
they are often forced to sell at distress prices 
in local markets. This has been exacerbated 
by insufficient storage and handling facili-
ties, which puts downward pressure on pric-
es during peak harvest seasons.

Political voices in the state echoed farm-
ers’ disappointment, pointing out that ear-
lier budget promises often did not translate 
into meaningful relief  on the ground. Critics 
argued that despite repeated declarations of  
years dedicated to farmers, the actual bene-
fits reaching cultivators have been limited. 
Local leaders stressed that broader issues 
such as rural employment schemes, irriga-
tion support and water supply infrastruc-
ture — all central to farming success — re-
quire more focused and higher funding 
allocations than what the Budget proposed.

There were also concerns that the Budg-
et’s agricultural focus leaned too heavily to-
ward technological and export oriented solu-
tions, while neglecting the structural 
challenges faced every season, from unpre-
dictable rainfall to escalating costs of  ferti-
liser, seeds and diesel.

In contrast, some political leaders from 
the ruling party hailed the Budget as pro 
farmer and development oriented, highlight-
ing initiatives aimed at strengthening rural 
growth and economic opportunities. Yet, for 
many farmers themselves, these high level 
narratives did little to mask the gap between 
policy language and their everyday 
struggles.

For the farming community in Madhya 
Pradesh, the Budget 2026 will be remem-
bered not as a breakthrough but as another 
cycle of  unmet expectations. With major 
state elections on the horizon, the disap-
pointment among such a crucial voter base 
could have wider political implications. But 
for now, in the fields and markets across the 
state, farmers are clear about what they 
want more urgently: price security, reliable 
procurement, better infrastructure and di-
rect relief  that reflects the true cost of  farm-
ing life.

Mass ‘Save Manipur’ Rally Demands Resettlement of 
Displaced People and Preservation of Unity

Thousands of  people from 
across Manipur’s diverse com-
munities took to the streets of  
Imphal in a massive demonstra-
tion calling for peace, resettle-
ment of  those displaced by pro-
longed conflict ,  and the 
preservation of  the state’s ter-
ritorial integrity. Organisers 
described it as one of  the larg-
est public rallies in recent 
years, bringing together people 
from different ethnic and reli-
gious backgrounds, reflecting 
deep concern over the humani-
tarian and political impact of  
unrest in the region.

The rally, known locally as 
the ‘Save Manipur’ march, was 
organised by an umbrella body 
of  civil society groups. Partici-
pants assembled at Tiddim 
Ground and marched nearly 
five kilometres to Thou Ground, 
carrying placards and raising 
slogans such as “Stop proxy 
war,” “Long live Manipur,” and 
“No compromise on Manipur’s 
integrity.” Many internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) who have 
lived in relief  camps since eth-
nic violence erupted also joined 
the march, walking alongside 
people from different communi-
ties including Meitei Muslims, 
tribal groups, and others.

Throughout the rally, demon-
strators stressed their demand 
for a clear and time bound plan 
to resettle displaced families 
and ensure their safe return. 
Manipur has seen widespread 
displacement since ethnic vio-
lence broke out in May 2023, 
leaving tens of  thousands up-
rooted from their homes and re-
liant on camps or temporary 
shelter arrangements. Despite 
ongoing government efforts to 
rehabilitate IDPs, many protes-
tors argued that progress has 
been slow, and they want faster 
action with accountability and 
dignity for those affected.

A major theme of  the protest 
was also preserving Manipur’s 
territorial and administrative 
unity. Activists and rally par-
ticipants expressed strong op-
position to any proposals or per-
ceived moves that  could 

fragment the state or alter its 
current administrative bounda-
ries. Many believe that debates 
over separate administrative 
arrangements for certain com-
munities risk undermining Ma-
nipur’s cohesion and long-term 
stability. This concern was re-
flected in chants and statements 
throughout the march, as well 
as in resolutions adopted at the 
rally’s conclusion, which reaf-
firmed a unified Manipur as a 
non-negotiable priority.

The public meeting that fol-
lowed the march resulted in a 
series of  resolutions being is-
sued. Key among them were de-
mands that the central and state 
governments abrogate the exist-
ing Suspension of  Operations 
(SoO) agreements with certain 
armed groups — which some 
residents allege have allowed 
militant activity to continue un-
checked — and enact stronger 
measures against cross border 
arms and narcotics flows that 

can fuel local tensions. Protest-
ers also urged authorities to 
recognise and address their per-
ception that the situation has 
been portrayed narrowly as an 
ethnic clash rather than a wider 
crisis with deeper roots and 
responsibilities.

The involvement of  IDPs in 
the rally was particularly sig-
nificant. Many of  those dis-
placed have been living in un-
certainty for months, with 
disruptions to their livelihoods, 
education for their children, 
and community life. Their par-
ticipation highlighted the hu-
man cost of  ongoing instability 
and put pressure on policymak-
ers to accelerate efforts to re-
turn these families to their 
homes with adequate support 
for rebuilding and recovery.

The demonstration also had 
an immediate effect on daily life 
in Imphal, with businesses, 
schools, and colleges observing 
closures in response to calls for 

solidarity from civil society 
leaders. Organisers and many 
participants emphasised that 
the rally was peaceful, meant to 
send a clear message to authori-
ties that the people of  Manipur 
— across ethnic and cultural 
lines — want peace, stability, 
and a future where all commu-
nities can live and work 
together.

As political leaders and gov-
ernment officials respond to 
these public demands, the rally 
adds new urgency to discus-
sions about peacebuilding, gov-
ernance, and humanitarian re-
lief  in Manipur. The large 
turnout underscored just how 
deeply the conflict’s effects are 
felt by ordinary citizens, and 
how crucial it is for coordina-
tion between state and central 
authorities to address both the 
immediate needs of  displaced 
people and the broader struc-
tural issues that have fuelled 
the crisis.
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Canada Issues Warning to International Students 
Over Study Permit Scams and Five-Year Entry Bans 

Canada continues to be one 
of  the most sought-after desti-
nations for international stu-
dents, attracting thousands 
each year with its high-quali-
ty education system, post-
study work opportunities and 
inclusive society. However, 
Canadian immigration au-
thorities have issued a strong 
warning to prospective stu-
dents, urging them to exercise 
extreme caution while apply-
ing for study permits. The 
warning highlights growing 
concerns over fraud, misin-
formation and scams that 
could lead not only to visa re-
jection but also to a five-year 
ban on entering Canada.

The alert comes amid a rise 
in cases where students have 
unknowingly submitted false 
or misleading information in 
their applications, often due 
to reliance on unlicensed 
agents or fraudulent inter-
mediaries. Canadian authori-
ties have made it clear that 
applicants are fully responsi-
ble for the accuracy of  their 
applications — even if  they 
have hired a consultant or 
third party to assist them. 
Any form of  misrepresenta-
tion, intentional or other-
wise, can result in severe 
consequences.

To study in Canada for a 
long-term programme, for-
eign nationals must obtain a 
study permit. The process be-
gins with securing a letter of  
acceptance from a recognised 
Designated Learning Institu-
tion (DLI). Without this offi-
cial acceptance, a study per-
m i t  a p p l i c a t i o n  c a n n o t 
proceed. Once the letter is ob-
tained, applicants must sub-

mit their documents along 
with the required processing 
fee, which is fixed and pub-
licly listed.

Immigration officials have 
stressed that no legitimate 
government official will ever 
ask for extra money, promise 
guaranteed approvals, or of-
fer faster processing in ex-
change for unofficial fees. De-

spite this, many students fall 
victim to scams through so-
cial media, messaging apps 
and unofficial websites that 
claim to provide “guaranteed 
visas” or “special immigra-
tion packages.” These offers 
often involve forged admis-
sion letters, fake financial 
documents or incorrect per-
sonal information — all of  

which can trigger misrepre-
sentation charges.

Submitting false documents 
or misleading details is treat-
ed as a serious offence under 
Canadian immigration law. If  
authorities find discrepan-
cies or fraudulent elements in 
an application, the study per-
mit can be refused immedi-
ately. In more serious cases, 

the applicant may be banned 
from entering Canada for up 
to five years. Such a ban can 
also negatively impact future 
visa applications to other 
countries, as immigration re-
c o rd s  a re  o f t e n  s h a re d 
internationally.

To counter these risks, Ca-
nadian authorities  have 
strengthened their verifica-

tion systems. Educational in-
stitutions are now required to 
confirm acceptance letters di-
rectly, reducing the chances 
of  forged documents being 
used. Applications are also 
being scrutinised more care-
fully, with enhanced checks 
on financial proof, academic 
history and intent to study.

The increased vigilance has 

led to a noticeable rise in re-
fusal  rates,  par ticularly 
among applicants whose doc-
umentation does not meet re-
quirements or shows signs of  
inconsistency. While this has 
raised concerns among genu-
ine students, officials main-
tain that these measures are 
necessary to protect the integ-
rity of  Canada’s education 
and immigration systems.

Prospective students are 
strongly advised to apply 
through official government 
portals or seek help only from 
authorised representatives 
such as licensed immigration 
consultants or lawyers. All 
application forms, instruc-
tions and guidelines are avail-
able online free of  cost, and 
no third party is required to 
access them. Students are en-
couraged to double-check all 
documents before submission 
and ensure that every detail is 
truthful and verifiable.

Canada’s warning serves as 
a reminder that shortcuts in 
the immigration process can 
be costly. While studying 
abroad is a major investment 
and life decision, rushing 
through applications or trust-
ing unverified agents can lead 
to long-term consequences. 
By staying informed, follow-
ing official procedures and 
avoiding dubious offers, stu-
dents can protect themselves 
and pursue their educational 
goals safely and legitimately.

In an increasingly competi-
tive global education land-
scape, Canada’s message is 
clear: honesty, preparation 
and caution are essential — 
and cutting corners could 
cost years of  opportunity.

Deadly Militant Assaults Rock Balochistan as Security 
Forces Mount Major Counter-Offensive

A wave of  coordinated mili-
tant attacks in Pakistan’s 
southwestern province of  Ba-
lochistan has plunged the re-
gion into one of  its most in-
tense periods of  violence in 
years, claiming dozens of  lives 
and prompting an aggressive 
response from the country’s se-
curity forces. The assault, de-
scribed by officials as highly 
organised and wide-ranging, 
targeted civilians, police, para-
military units and strategic in-
stallations across multiple dis-
tricts,  underscoring the 
ongoing challenges Pakistan 
faces from separatist insurgen-
cy within its borders.

The militant offensive un-
folded over recent days as fight-
ers launched simultaneous 
strikes in several major towns 
and cities, including the pro-
vincial capital and key loca-
tions along major transport 
and administrative routes. The 
attacks — involving both gun-
fire and suicide bombings — 
were among the most complex 
seen in the region for a long 
time, with assailants attempt-
ing to overrun police stations, 
storm a high-security prison, 
and disrupt communication 
and transport infrastructure 
in a concerted effort to destabi-
lise the province.

According to Pakistani mili-
tary and provincial officials, 
dozens of  civilians and law en-
forcement personnel were 
killed in the initial wave of  vio-
lence. Security forces respond-
ed swiftly, engaging in intense 
clashes with the militants that 
extended across a broad swath 
of  Balochistan. In the ensuing 
counter-operations, the mili-
tary reported that a significant 
number of  militants were 
killed as troops, police and spe-
cial operations units worked to 
regain control of  affected are-
as and prevent further advanc-
es. The scale of  militant casu-
alties was described by local 
authorities as one of  the larg-
est in a single confrontation in 
recent years, reflecting both 
the ferocity of  the clashes and 
the intensity of  the security 
response.

The insurgent group that 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks is the Baloch Libera-
tion Army (BLA), a banned 
separatist organisation that 

has been active in the province 
for decades. The BLA has long 
campaigned for greater auton-
omy and control over Balo-
chistan’s substantial natural 
resources, and its fighters have 
regularly clashed with Paki-
stani forces in an enduring 
conflict marked by periodic es-
calations. In this latest assault, 
the group reportedly initiated 
operations across several dis-
tricts at nearly the same time, 
demonstrating a high degree 
of  coordination and planning.

Among the dead were civil-
ians who were caught in the 
crossfire or targeted during at-
tacks on public spaces, as well 
as members of  police and para-
military forces who were de-
fending key installations. The 
violence also sparked second-
ary threats and disruptions, 
with hospitals in several dis-
tricts placed on emergency 
footing to handle the influx of  
casualties and train and trans-
port services temporarily sus-
pended in the most affected ar-
eas. Reports also emerged of  
militants freeing inmates from 
at least one prison facility dur-
ing the chaos of  the assault, 
further complicating the secu-
rity situation and heightening 

concerns about wider unrest.
In response to the attacks, 

Pakistan’s leadership con-
demned the violence and 
praised the bravery of  its secu-
rity personnel, while empha-
sising a firm resolve to counter 
insurgent threats. High-level 
officials underscored that the 
coordinated nature of  the at-
tacks would not succeed in 
weakening state authority, and 
vowed sustained pressure 
against militant networks. In 
strategic locations where 
clashes occurred, including ur-
ban centres and remote dis-
tricts, security forces launched 
extensive clearance operations 
to flush out residual fighters 
and re-establish order.

The scale and intensity of  
these attacks have drawn in-
ternational attention, with 
observers noting that Balo-
chistan’s long-running insur-
gency remains a significant 
internal security challenge 
for Pakistan. The province, 
rich in untapped natural re-
sources and strategically locat-
ed along major trade routes, 
has been plagued for years by 
separatist militancy and peri-
odic outbreaks of  violence. 
Militants have used both guer-

rilla tactics and sophisticated 
assaults against government 
and security targets, continu-
ally testing the capabilities of  
Pakistan’s counter-insurgency 
apparatus.

While the recent offensive 
appears to have been pushed 
back through decisive action 
by the state’s forces, the situa-
tion remains tense. The sheer 
number of  locations hit during 
the assault suggests that mili-
tant groups retain the ability to 
coordinate operations across 
large geographic areas, raising 
concerns about future out-
breaks. Security experts warn 
that without addressing under-
lying political and economic 
grievances in the region, such 
flare-ups could recur, threaten-
ing wider stability.

As Balochistan works to re-
turn to normalcy, the govern-
ment’s emphasis remains on 
restoring security, ensuring 
civilian safety and preventing 
further insurgent activity. For 
ordinary residents, the cycle 
of  violence and counter-oper-
ations serves as a stark re-
minder of  the persistent insta-
bility in their province and 
the heavy human cost that ac-
companies it.

Why Donetsk Remains Central to Russia–Ukraine 
Peace Talks and Putin’s Negotiating Strategy

As diplomatic efforts to 
end the prolonged conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine 
continue, one issue has con-
sistently emerged as a major 
stumbling block: the future 
of  the Donetsk region in 
eastern Ukraine. Despite re-
newed attempts at dialogue 
involving international me-
diators, the question of  ter-
ritorial control — particu-
larly over Donetsk — remains 
one of  the most difficult 
challenges to resolving the 
war.

Since the full-scale inva-
sion of  Ukraine in 2022, Rus-
sia has seized large portions 
of  eastern and southern 
Ukrainian territory. Among 
these areas, Donetsk holds 
particular strategic, political 
and symbolic importance for 
Moscow. Although Russian 
forces control much of  the 
region, Ukraine still retains 
pockets of  territory there, 
making Donetsk a contested 
zone rather than a settled 
front. This incomplete con-
trol is central to why the re-
gion features so prominently 
in peace negotiations.

For Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, full control 
over Donetsk is viewed as a 
core objective of  the war. 
Moscow has repeatedly indi-
cated that any peace agree-
ment must recognise Rus-
sia’s claims over territories 
it says are now part of  the 
Russian Federation. From 
the Kremlin’s perspective, 
resolving the Donetsk issue 
is essential to legitimising 
its military campaign and 
presenting a tangible out-
come to domestic audiences. 
Ceding this demand would 
weaken Russia’s negotiating 
position and undercut the 
narrative of  success that has 
been built  around the 
conflict.

Ukraine, however, sees the 
matter very differently. For 
Kyiv, surrendering any terri-
tory it still controls is unac-
ceptable, both legally and 
politically. Ukrainian lead-
ers argue that giving up land 
under pressure would vio-
late the country’s constitu-
tion, undermine sovereignty, 

and set a dangerous prece-
dent for future aggression. 
Public opinion in Ukraine 
strongly supports this 
stance, with many citizens 
viewing territorial conces-
sions as a betrayal of  those 
who have fought and died de-
fending the country.

The dispute over Donetsk 
encapsulates the broader 
deadlock in peace talks. 
While negotiators may find 
common ground on humani-
tarian issues, prisoner ex-
changes or temporary cease-
fires, territorial sovereignty 
remains a red line for both 
sides. Efforts to explore com-
promise solutions — such as 
freezing current frontlines 
or deferring territorial deci-
sions — have so far failed to 
bridge the gap.

Donetsk’s importance is 
not only political but also 
military. Control over the re-
gion affects supply routes, 
defensive depth and lever-
age on the battlefield. For 
Russia, consolidating its 
hold would strengthen its 
strategic position in east-
ern Ukraine. For Kyiv, re-
taining control over re-
maining areas in Donetsk is 
crucial to preventing fur-
ther advances and main-
taining bargaining power 
in negotiations.

Beyond territorial claims, 
the Donetsk issue is linked 
to broader security con-
cerns. Russia has tied its de-
mands to conditions about 
Ukraine’s future alignment, 
including opposition to 
Western military alliances 
and security guarantees. 

Ukraine, on the other hand, 
insists that any peace agree-
ment must include safe-
guards to prevent renewed 
aggression. These compet-
ing visions further compli-
cate talks and make compro-
mise more elusive.

International mediators 
continue to push for dia-
logue, arguing that a negoti-
ated settlement is preferable 
to an indefinite conflict. 
However, even they ac-
knowledge that the disa-
greement over Donetsk is 
one of  the hardest obstacles 
to overcome. Without a 
breakthrough on territorial 
questions, progress on other 
aspects of  peace remains 
limited.

Putin’s strategy appears 
to rely on maintaining ter-
ritorial demands as lever-
age, betting that prolonged 
pressure will eventually 
force concessions. Ukraine, 
meanwhile, hopes that con-
tinued resistance and inter-
national support will pre-
serve its territorial integrity 
and strengthen its position 
over time. This fundamental 
clash of  objectives explains 
why peace has proven so dif-
ficult to achieve.

As things stand, Donetsk 
represents more than a re-
gion on the map — it sym-
bolises the wider conflict 
over sovereignty, security 
and the post-war order in 
Europe. Until both sides 
find a way to reconcile these 
opposing goals, the pros-
pects for a comprehensive 
and lasting peace agreement 
will remain uncertain.
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Budget 2026 Brings Relief for Cancer Patients: 
Duty Exemption Aims to Cut Treatment Costs

In a significant move aimed 
at reducing the financial bur-
den of  cancer care, the Union 
Budget 2026–27 announced the 
exemption of  basic customs 
duty on 17 critical cancer 
drugs, making some of  the 
most expensive treatments 
more affordable for patients 
across the country. This deci-
sion is part of  a broader effort 
by the government to improve 
access to essential medicines 
and ease the out of  pocket ex-
penses faced by families bat-
tling cancer and other life 
threatening diseases.

The Finance Minister em-
phasised that the measure is 
intended to provide relief  to 
patients, particularly those un-
dergoing long and costly treat-
ment regimens. Many ad-
vanced cancer therapies rely 
on imported medications, in-
cluding targeted therapies, im-
munotherapies and cell based 
therapies, which often come 
with steep price tags once cus-
toms duties and other levies 
are added. By removing the ba-
sic customs duty on these 17 
drugs, the government hopes 
to lower the final cost faced by 
hospitals and patients, ena-
bling broader access to life sav-
ing treatments.

The list of  medicines cov-
ered under the duty exemption 
includes high cost oncology 
drugs that are commonly used 
in the treatment of  various 
cancers, such as breast, lung, 
prostate cancer, leukaemias, 
lymphomas and melanoma. 
For many of  these therapies, 
imported formulations are the 
only or most effective treat-
ment option available, and 
their affordability has been a 
major concern for clinicians 
and patients alike.

Cancer treatment in India is 
frequently financed through 
personal savings or family sup-
port, as insurance coverage for 

advanced therapies remains 
limited. With treatment cycles 
costing several lakhs of  rupees 
per month and some special-
ised therapies costing much 
more, removing customs duty 
is expected to deliver immedi-
ate financial relief  and reduce 
one key component of  overall 
treatment costs. This is par-
ticularly important for target-
ed therapies, which are de-
signed to work on specific 
molecular pathways in cancer 
cells and can dramatically im-
prove survival and quality of  
life.

In addition to the cancer 
drug duty exemption, the 
Budget also expanded duty free 
import provisions for medi-
cines and specialised nutrition 
products used in the treatment 
of  rare diseases. Seven addi-
tional rare diseases were in-
cluded in the list eligible for 
customs duty exemption on 
personal imports of  drugs, 
medicines, and food for special 
medical purposes. Patients suf-
fering from rare genetic or 
chronic conditions often de-
pend on imported medications 
and nutritional products that 

are not readily manufactured 
domestically, and exemptions 
can help lessen the financial 
burden these families face.

Healthcare experts and in-
dustry leaders welcomed the 
move, noting that it aligns with 
broader health policy goals of  
improving affordability and 
access to advanced treatments. 
Removing customs duty on es-
sential drugs can make a mean-
ingful difference for patients 
with limited financial resourc-
es — especially those dealing 
with prolonged and complex 
treatment journeys. There is 

also optimism that lower im-
port costs could encourage 
wider availability of  these 
medicines in cancer centres 
and hospitals across India.

The decision comes at a time 
when non communicable dis-
eases like cancer are on the 
rise, and the demand for so-
phisticated treatments is in-
creasing. India’s cancer bur-
den has been growing steadily, 
and advanced therapies have 
become an integral part of  
treatment protocols. By inter-
vening at the level of  import 
taxation, the government is at-

tempting to tackle one of  the 
structural cost barriers that 
has historically limited access 
to these therapies for many 
patients.

This tax relief  measure 
builds on earlier efforts by the 
government to support health-
care affordability. Previous 
budgets had already provided 
duty exemptions on select criti-
cal medicines and devices, and 
this year’s expansion marks 
another step in that direction. 
Beyond tax exemptions, the 
Budget includes other health 
sector initiatives aimed at 

strengthening healthcare in-
frastructure, training allied 
health professionals, and en-
hancing regulatory frame-
works to support domestic 
drug manufacturing and inno-
vation — all geared toward im-
proving patient outcomes and 
health system resilience.

While the full impact of  the 
customs duty waiver will de-
pend on implementation and 
the extent to which cost sav-
ings are passed on to patients, 
the policy has been welcomed 
by many as a patient centric 
step. Clinicians point out that 
even modest reductions in 
treatment costs can improve 
adherence to therapy, reduce 
financial distress and ultimate-
ly contribute to better survival 
outcomes. Lower costs can also 
help broaden access to ad-
vanced treatments outside ma-
jor metropolitan centres, po-
tentially reducing disparities 
in care across regions.

In summary, the Budget’s de-
cision to exempt basic customs 
duty on 17 high cost cancer 
drugs represents a significant 
policy shift toward making 
cancer care more affordable 
and accessible. By easing one 
of  the financial barriers to 
critical medicines, the govern-
ment aims to support patients 
and families affected by cancer 
and rare diseases, aligning fis-
cal policy with broader public 
health objectives. As India con-
tinues to grapple with the ris-
ing burden of  non communica-
ble diseases, such targeted 
interventions could play an 
important role in reducing fi-
nancial hardship and improv-
ing the overall health land-
s c a p e  f o r  v u l n e r a b l e 
populations. 

Budget 2026’s Market Impact: Analysts See a Mix of Positives 

and Negatives for Stocks 
The Union Budget 2026–27 

has triggered sharp reactions 
across Indian stock markets, 
with investors and analysts dis-
secting its implications for eq-
uities. While the overall eco-
nomic framework introduced 
by the government contains 
elements that can support 
long term growth, several fis-
cal measures have unsettled 
traders and dampened near 
term sentiment. The result 
has been a mixed bag for Dalal 
Street, with both positive 
themes and significant con-
cer ns emerging from the 
Budget announcements.
Immediate Market Reaction: 
Nervous Sentiment and Sell 
Off

Equity markets saw notable 
weakness on and immediately 
after Budget day. Benchmarks 
such as the Sensex and the 
Nifty experienced broad based 
declines as investors quickly 
priced in the impact of  key 
budget measures. A sharp in-
crease in the Securities Trans-
action Tax (STT) on deriva-
tives trading — particularly 
in futures and options seg-
ments — triggered heavy sell-
ing pressure, as market par-
ticipants reassessed the cost 
of  active trading. This move 
raised trading expenses for 
frequent traders, arbitrageurs 
and hedgers, contributing to 
reduced liquidity and higher 
impact costs. Many analysts 
view the STT hike as one of  
the major negatives for mar-
kets, especially in the short 
term, as it could dampen par-
ticipation and trading vol-
umes in the derivatives space.

In addition to higher trans-
action costs,  uncertainty 
around foreign institutional 
investor (FII) flows weighed 
on sentiment. Markets were 
already under pressure before 
the Budget as global volatility 
and emerging market out-
flows had put risk assets on 
the defensive. The combina-
tion of  external headwinds 
with the Budget’s micro level 
tax changes resulted in inten-

sified selling, particularly in 
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  c y c l i c a l 
sectors.
Positives: Fiscal Discipline 
and Long Term Growth 
Themes

Not all reactions have been 
negative. Several analysts 
highlighted aspects of  the 
Budget that are supportive of  
long term economic growth — 
and, by extension, stock mar-
kets. One key positive is the 
government’s continued em-
phasis on capital expenditure, 
especially in infrastructure, 
defence, and manufacturing. 
A sustained push on physical 
investment has the potential 
to generate broad economic 
activity, strengthen industrial 
capacity, and boost corporate 
earnings over time. Markets 
generally respond well to vis-
ible commitments to infra-
structure outlays, as these can 
enhance growth prospects for 
sectors ranging from capital 
g o o d s  t o  l o g i s t i c s  a n d 
engineering.

Fiscal prudence — main-
taining overall deficit disci-
pline even amid elevated 
capex — was also seen by 
some strategists as reassuring 
for markets. Stability in pub-
lic finances can help keep in-

flationary pressures and in-
terest rates in check, which 
benefits equity valuations in 
the longer term. Analysts noted 
that a thoughtful balance be-
tween growth oriented spend-
ing and responsible fiscal man-
agement could support investor 
confidence over time, even if  
the immediate market reaction 
was volatile.

Another potential positive 
noted by experts relates to sec-
toral focus areas highlighted in 
the budget. Strategic attention 
to technology, manufacturing, 
renewable energy and export 
oriented businesses could un-
lock opportunities in these seg-
ments, especially if  backed by 
incentives, policy clarity and 
improved infrastructure. 
Stocks aligned with these 
themes may find themselves 
better positioned as govern-
ment spending and policies 
gradually translate into meas-
urable economic outcomes.
Key Concerns: Trading 
Costs, Liquidity and Near 
Term Pain

Despite the positives, several 
concerns raised by analysts re-
late to investor psychology and 
market mechanics rather than 
broader macro fundamentals. 
The sharp hike in derivatives 

transaction costs is likely to 
discourage participation from 
high frequency traders and cer-
tain foreign funds that rely 
heavily on liquid, low cost mar-
ket structures. Reduced activi-
ty in futures and options may 
also have knock on effects on 
underlying cash markets, mak-
ing it harder for investors to 
manage risk.

Further, the lack of  major tax 
incentives or reliefs — such as 
reductions in capital gains tax-
es that many in the market had 
hoped for — disappointed some 
investors. The absence of  such 
measures, especially in a peri-
od marked by cautious foreign 
flows and volatile global equi-
ties, reinforced the perception 
that the Budget offers limited 
immediate support for stock 
valuations.
Looking Ahead: Markets Will 
Adjust Over Time

Analysts stress that while the 
initial reaction has been nega-
tive, broader market trends will 
depend on how corporates 
adapt to the new fiscal land-
scape and how key budget 
measures are implemented. 
Short term volatility may per-
sist as traders digest the impli-
cations of  higher transaction 
costs and adjust positions ac-
cordingly. However, longer 
term trends could be shaped by 
the underlying growth narra-
tive — especially if  capital 
spending delivers tangible eco-
nomic results and investor con-
fidence gradually returns.

In summary, Budget 2026 pre-
sents both challenges and op-
portunities for the Indian stock 
markets. While certain tax 
changes and higher trading 
costs have spooked markets in 
the near term, structural pri-
orities such as fiscal discipline 
and capex focus carry the po-
tential to support growth ori-
ented sectors over time. The 
market’s ultimate direction 
will likely emerge as the impli-
cations of  policy choices play 
out in corporate earnings, in-
vestment flows and broader 
economic momentum.

Budget Day Shock: Indian Markets Slide as Sensex 
Drops Over 1,500 Points and Nifty Slips Below 24,900

Indian stock markets re-
acted sharply to the presen-
tation of  the Union Budget 
2026–27, with benchmark in-
dices tumbling in what 
turned out to be one of  the 
most dramatic market re-
sponses on a Budget day in 
recent years.  The BSE 
Sensex plunged by more 
than 1,500 points, while the 
NSE Nifty 50 slipped below 
the 24,900 mark, as investor 
optimism gave way to dis-
appointment and uncer-
tainty following the fiscal 
announcements.

The downturn in equity 
markets was broad-based, 
with most sectors ending the 
day in the red. Only a few 
pockets of  the market, such 
as select information tech-
nology stocks, managed 
modest gains, but these were 
insufficient to offset the 
widespread selling pressure 
across key segments like 
metal, banking, oil & gas, 
and capital goods. The steep 
fall underscored how sensi-
tive Dalal Street remains to 
policy signals and how 
quickly market sentiment 
can deteriorate when expec-
tations are not met.

One of  the key triggers of  
the sell-off  was the increase 
in the Securities Transac-
tion Tax (STT) on equity de-
rivatives trades, particular-
ly futures and options. 
Traders and investors react-
ed negatively to the decision 
to raise this levy, as it signifi-
cantly raises the cost of  
trading in the derivatives 
segment — a market that ac-
counts for a large portion of  
turnover on Indian exchang-
es. Increases in STT were 
seen as a dampener on li-
quidity and trading activity, 
especially among frequent 
traders and institutional 
participants who rely on the 
derivatives market for hedg-
ing and arbitrage.

When markets opened for 
trade during a rare special 
weekend session on Budget 

day, the mood was already 
cautious, with indices show-
ing modest weakness in ear-
ly deals. However, the mood 
shifted sharply after key an-
nouncements were made in 
the Finance Minister’s budg-
et speech. As the implica-
tions of  higher trading costs 
became clearer, selling in-
tensified and indices sank 
further, erasing weeks of  re-
cent gains.

By the close of  the ses-
sion, the Sensex was down 
by around 1.88 per cent, re-
flecting heavy selling across 
sectors. The Nifty 50 also fell 
sharply, with benchmark 
stocks feeling the pressure 
as investors reassessed their 
positions. Midcap and small-
cap segments underper-
formed the main indices, 
with both registering steep-
er declines — a sign that 
risk-ier segments were hit 
even harder as market 
breadth weakened.

Sectoral performance also 
painted a grim picture. 
Banking shares — typically 
among the most traded — 
came under pressure, while 
metal stocks suffered some 
of  the largest percentage 
losses of  the day. Oil and gas, 
capital goods and other cy-
clical sectors were also in 
the red, reflecting broad-
based risk aversion among 
investors. Large numbers of  
stocks touched new 52-week 
lows, highlighting the depth 
of  the sell-off.

Despite the overall nega-
tivity, a handful of  defensive 
and quality names bucked 
the trend. Select IT and 
healthcare stocks managed 

to hold their ground or post 
modest gains, driven by 
their relative stability in vol-
atile conditions. However, 
their performance was not 
enough to lift the broader 
market.

Investors have expressed 
disappointment not only 
about the STT hikes but also 
about the absence of  bold, 
growth-oriented measures 
that could have provided a 
clearer boost to economic ac-
tivity and corporate earn-
ings. Many market partici-
pants were looking for 
incentives aimed at boosting 
investment, attracting for-
eign capital or encouraging 
expansion — none of  which 
featured prominently in the 
fiscal announcements. The 
lack of  strong pro-market 
measures, combined with 
h i g h e r  t r a d i n g  c o s t s, 
weighed on sentiment.

The market reaction also 
highlighted broader con-
cerns over liquidity and 
foreign investment flows. 
With global market condi-
tions remaining fragile 
and foreign institutional 
investors already showing 
c a u t i o n  i n  p r e v i o u s 
months, any fiscal moves 
perceived as unfriendly to 
trading or investment can 
exacerbate outflows or re-
duce participation.

Overall, Dalal Street’s 
steep slide on Budget day re-
flects a combination of  poli-
cy disappointment, in-
creased trading costs and 
investor caution. While the 
long-term implications of  
the budget on economic 
growth and corporate prof-
its will take time to play out, 
the immediate reaction 
makes clear that markets 
were hoping for more sup-
portive signals. In the near 
term, investors are likely to 
remain cautious and focused 
on how corporates and the 
broader economy respond to 
the fiscal direction set by the 
government.
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Budget 2026 Triggers Meme Storm as Social Media 
Has a Field Day During Sitharaman’s Speech

The presentation of  the 
Union Budget 2026–27 by 
Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman on Febru-
ary 1 may have been a cru-
cial economic event, but 
on social media, it quickly 
turned into a full-blown 
meme festival. As the Fi-
nance Minister delivered 
her budget speech in Par-
liament, netizens across 
platforms like X (formerly 
Twitter), Instagram and 
Facebook responded in 
real time with humour, 
satire and creativity, 

transforming policy talk 
into viral entertainment.

Almost immediately af-
ter the speech began, 
memes flooded timelines, 
capturing the collective 
mood of  taxpayers, espe-
cially the middle class. 
From jokes about shrink-
ing savings to playful digs 
at budget jargon, users 
found inventive ways to 
express their expecta-
tions, disappointments 
and cautious optimism. 
One popular theme re-
volved around the annual 

hope for tax relief, with 
memes humorously de-
picting salaried individu-
als waiting anxiously for 
announcements  that 
would make a difference 
to their monthly budgets.

Several memes poked 
fun at how budget speech-
es are perceived as lengthy 
and complex. Internet us-
ers joked about struggling 
to stay attentive while fig-
ures and fiscal terms were 
discussed, while others 
humorously claimed that 
the real highlight of  

Budget Day was not the 
announcements them-
selves, but the memes that 
followed. The phrase 
“Budget samajhna mush-
kil hai, memes samajhna 
aasan” summed up the 
sentiment for many.

The Finance Minister’s 
calm and composed deliv-
ery style also became 
meme material, with us-
ers pairing screenshots 
from the speech with wit-
ty captions reflecting eve-
ryday frustrations or sar-
castic commentary on 
household  expenses. 
Some memes focused on 
the gap between public ex-
pectations and policy out-
comes, while others adopt-
e d  a  l i g h t e r  t o n e , 
celebrating the internet’s 
ability to find humour 
even in serious moments.

Well-known public fig-
ures and entrepreneurs 
also joined the online 
chatter, adding to the buzz 
with their own reactions. 
Stock market movements 
following the budget an-
nouncements became an-
other popular meme sub-
ject, with exaggerated 
expressions and dramatic 
visuals used to depict 
gains, losses and investor 
emotions.

Despite the humour, 
the Budget 2026 speech it-
self  addressed significant 
issues such as economic 
growth, infrastructure 
development, employ-
ment generation and 
long-ter m fiscal plan-
ning. However, for many 
citizens following the 
event online,  memes 
served as an accessible 
way to engage with the 
budget, making a tradi-
tionally formal exercise 
f e e l  r e l a t a b l e  a n d 
participatory.

T h e  m e m e  f r e n z y 
around Budget 2026 once 
again highlighted how so-
cial media has become an 
integral part of  public 
discourse in India. What 
was once limited to post-
budget debates among 
economists and politi-
cians is now instantly in-
terpreted, critiqued and 
celebrated by millions on-
line — often with humour 
leading the way.

In the digital age, even 
the most serious policy 
announcements are no 
longer immune to satire. 
Budget Day 2026 proved 
that while numbers may 
def ine  the  economy, 
memes define the mood 
of  the nation. 

US-Based Techie Shines Light on Indians’ Talent, Counters 
Online Stereotypes 

A New York–based tech 
professional recently 
drew widespread atten-
tion online after speaking 
out in defence of  his Indi-
an colleagues and chal-
lenging negative stereo-
types circulating on social 
media about Indians in 
the technology industry.

The exchange began 
when an anonymous user 
on a popular social plat-
form posted a critical 
comment suggesting that 
Indian professionals tend 
to exaggerate the urgency 
of  their tasks and labelled 
them as generally incom-
petent. In response, the 
tech employee — a soft-
ware engineer working in 
the United States — took 
the unusual step of  pub-
licly refuting these claims 
and offering a very differ-
ent perspective based on 
his first-hand experience.

In his reply, the engi-
neer highlighted that 
many of  the people he 
works with in his team 
are Indian, including his 
team lead, his direct man-
ager, and senior leaders 
above them. He pointed 
out that these colleagues 
are not only highly skilled 
and knowledgeable about 

their work, but also coop-
erative, communicative, 
and enjoyable to work 
with. According to him, 
these interactions com-
pletely contradict the ste-
reotype painted in the 
anonymous post, and he 
made it clear that he has 
never encountered Indi-
ans who fit the negative 
portrayal cited by the 
critic.

He emphasised that 
competence and skill are 
not dependent on nation-
ality, and he questioned 
the validity of  making 
sweeping generalisations 
about any group of  profes-
sionals. In fact, he noted 
that in his experience — 
both in his current role 
and in previous jobs — he 
has consistently found In-
dian colleagues to be 
sharp, capable and strong 
contributors to their 
teams.

Many people who saw 
his response online react-
ed positively, praising him 
for standing up against 
prejudice and for offering 
a balanced, evidence-
based perspective. Sup-
porters echoed his belief  
that sweeping stereotypes 
are harmful and do not re-

flect the diversity of  tal-
ent found in today’s global 
workplaces. Several com-
menters also pointed out 
that negative generalisa-
tions about any national-
ity or ethnic group create 
unnecessary divisions 
and undermine efforts to 
foster inclusive profes-
sional spaces.

Others said that his 
message was a refreshing 
change from the usual 
negativity that can some-
times dominate social me-
dia discussions, especially 
around topics of  race, na-

tionality and competence 
in the workplace. Some 
users remarked that per-
sonal experience and di-
rect interaction with indi-
viduals from different 
backgrounds often paint a 
far more nuanced picture 
than broad stereotypes.

The engineer’s com-
ments also prompted 
broader conversations 
about diversity and inclu-
sivity in the tech indus-
try, with many people not-
i n g  t h e  v a l u a b l e 
contributions that Indian 
professionals have made 

to global technology or-
ganisations. His perspec-
tive underscored how 
critical it is to challenge 
unfounded assumptions 
and to recognise merit 
where it exists.

In an era where social 
media can quickly ampli-
fy negative narratives, the 
techie’s response served 
a s  a  re m i n d e r  t h at 
thoughtful, respectful dia-
logue can still cut through 
bias and misinformation 
— and that personal testi-
mony can be a powerful 
tool for changing minds. 

Kind Stranger’s Help to Blind Couple 
in Delhi Touches Hearts and Goes 

Viral 

A touching video of  a man helping a 
blind couple and their young child has 
captured the hearts of  social media us-
ers across the country. The clip, filmed 
on a busy road in Delhi, shows the cou-
ple struggling to navigate traffic as 
they try to board a bus, when a com-
passionate passerby steps in to assist 
them.

In the footage, the visually impaired 
couple can be seen standing on the 
roadside with their child, clearly find-
ing it difficult to move forward amid 
honking vehicles and bustling crowds. 
While many bystanders hurry past, 
one man — later identified as Moham-
mad Salman — notices their distress 
and approaches them with genuine 
concern.

Salman gently asks the couple if  he 
can help them get to where they’re 
headed. The blind man responds that 
they want to catch a bus, explaining 
that their destination is near a monas-
tery in the Kashmere Gate area. Real-
ising that they might have difficulty 
finding transport and may not afford 
it, Salman quickly calls an autorick-
shaw for them.

Initially, the blind man hesitates, ex-
pressing concerns about paying the 
fare. Salman reassures him warmly 
and pays for the autorickshaw himself, 
making sure that the driver is ready to 
take the family safely to their destina-
tion. His calm and respectful manner 
throughout the interaction added to 
the emotional impact of  the video.

The moment Salman offers help and 
successfully gets the couple into the 
autorickshaw struck a deep chord 
with viewers online. The video soon 
went viral, racking up over a million 
views within a short time and drawing 
hundreds of  comments praising his 

kindness. Many viewers applauded 
Salman’s selfless act and lamented 
that more people don’t take the time to 
look out for those in obvious need.

Social media users expressed admi-
ration and gratitude, with some shar-
ing heartfelt messages such as “May 
God bless you for helping those in 
need,” and others reflecting on how so-
ciety should do more to support spe-
cially abled citizens. Several people 
pointed out that the act was a remind-
er of  the power of  empathy in a world 
that often seems preoccupied with its 
own concerns.

The story didn’t end with just the 
video going viral. After the attention 
the post received, viewers and follow-
ers of  the video reached out with of-
fers of  financial support. The couple 
had needed a modest sum to manage 
their journey and basic needs, but 
within hours of  the video being shared 
widely, generous donors contributed 
more than the required amount. This 
outpouring of  support highlighted 
how one good deed can inspire many 
others to act with compassion.

Salman’s intervention contrasts 
sharply with the indifference shown 
by others on the street at that moment, 
reminding people everywhere that 
small acts of  kindness can make a big 
difference. His actions not only helped 
a family in distress but also sparked a 
wave of  positive discussion online 
about humanity, empathy and commu-
nity responsibility.

In a fast-paced world where people 
often rush past struggling strangers, 
this video became a powerful exam-
ple of  how a simple gesture — giving 
time, care and help to someone in 
need — can restore faith in human 
goodness. 

Tiny Hole in Nail Clippers Triggers Online 
Curiosity and Debate 

A simple everyday item — nail clip-
pers — recently became the subject of  
lively discussion on social media after 
an online post drew attention to a 
small hole found in most designs. 
What many people had previously 
overlooked or assumed was merely 
decorative sparked curiosity, humour 
and debate as users shared their 
guesses about its true purpose before 
the actual explanation emerged.

The online buzz began with some-
one admitting in a public post that 
they had never known what the tiny 
hole on their nail clippers was for. 
This candid confession quickly at-
tracted reactions and theories from 
across the internet. Some joked that 
the hole might be meant for storing 
clipped nails or even dental floss, 
while others offered more imagina-
tive and humorous guesses.

As the conversation gained trac-
tion, more practical explanations 
started to appear. It turned out that 
the hole is not a random design fea-
ture, but rather a purposeful part of  
the clipper’s design with several use-
ful functions. One of  the most com-
mon uses highlighted by users is at-
taching the nail clipper to everyday 
items so it doesn’t get lost. By thread-
ing a key ring, lanyard or small chain 
through the hole, the clipper can be 
kept on a keychain, toiletry pouch or 
travel kit, making it easier to find and 
harder to misplace.

People found this explanation eye-
opening — many admitted they had 
owned nail clippers for years and nev-
er paid attention to this small detail 
until the debate. Comments like “I’ll 

never look at my nail clippers the 
same way again” became common as 
users reflected on the simple yet in-
genious purpose behind the tiny hole.

Beyond attachment to keychains, 
the hole also plays a practical role in 
everyday use for some. It can help or-
ganise grooming tools together, for 
example hooking multiple clippers 
(for fingernails and toenails) or hang-
ing them inside cabinets. Some people 
even discovered that slipping a finger 
through the hole while clipping can 
provide extra grip or control, espe-
cially when trimming nails in awk-
ward positions.

There’s also a mechanical aspect to 
the design: the hole is part of  how the 
clipper’s lever and cutting mecha-
nism rotate and align. In certain mod-
els, the hole can act as a pivot point, 
allowing the lever to be removed for 
cleaning or adjustment, and ensuring 
smooth operation each time it’s used.

What captured people’s attention 
wasn’t just the function itself, but 
how something so small and so com-
monly overlooked could have a 
thoughtful purpose. It served as a re-
minder that even everyday objects we 
take for granted often have design fea-
tures with clear intent and useful-
ness. The debate also highlighted how 
quickly small curiosities can spread 
online and lead to surprising “aha” 
moments for many users.

In the end, the tiny hole in a nail 
clipper became more than just a curi-
osity — it turned into a shared mo-
ment of  discovery, humour and appre-
ciation for the little details in the 
tools we use every day.

Indian Man in Dubai Recovers Lost Wallet Within an Hour, Says He 
Was ‘Shocked’

A man living in Dubai 
recently shared an experi-
ence that left him pleas-
antly surprised and quick-
ly caught the attention of  
social media users. After 
accidentally losing his 
wallet during a taxi ride, 
he managed to recover it 
within just an hour — an 
outcome he described as 
both unexpected and 
reassuring.

According to the man, 

who is originally from 
Lucknow, the incident oc-
curred after he completed 
a cab journey in Dubai. 
Unaware that his wallet 
had slipped out of  his 
pocket, he only realised it 
was missing sometime lat-
er. What could have turned 
into a stressful situation 
instead unfolded in an as-
t o n i s h i n g l y  s m o o t h 
manner.

Unbeknownst to him, 

the taxi driver found the 
wallet soon after the pas-
senger had exited the vehi-
cle. Instead of  ignoring it 
or keeping it, the driver 
promptly handed the wal-
let over to the authorities. 
Thanks to the well-coordi-
nated system in place, of-
ficials were able to trace 
the wallet’s owner quickly 
and contact him without 
any hassle.

Within an hour of  los-

ing it, the man was reunit-
ed with his wallet. Shar-
ing the story online, he 
said he was “shocked” by 
how efficiently the entire 
process worked. Upon 
checking the contents, he 
noticed that almost every-
thing was intact. Only a 
small amount of  cash was 
missing, which he as-
sumed was likely used to 
cover the taxi fare.

The post resonated 
strongly with online us-
ers,  many of  whom 
praised the honesty of  the 
taxi driver and the effi-
ciency of  Dubai’s public 
services. Several com-
menters highlighted how 
rare it is to recover lost 
belongings so quickly, es-
pecially items as impor-
tant as a wallet contain-
ing cash and personal 
documents.

Others reflected on how 
strict enforcement of  
rules and a strong sense of  
accountability contribute 
to such outcomes. Many 
users contrasted the expe-
rience with similar situa-
tions in other countries, 
where lost wallets are of-
ten never recovered or 
take days or weeks to 

trace.
The story sparked a 

broader discussion about 
honesty, civic responsibil-
ity and the role of  effi-
cient systems in creating 
trust among residents 
and visi tors.  People 
shared their own experi-
ences of  losing valuables 
and expressed admiration 
for environments where 
returning lost items is the 
norm rather than the 
exception.

For the man, what could 
have been a moment of  
anxiety instead became a 
positive memory and a re-
minder of  the benefits of  
living in a city with well-
organised services and re-
sponsible citizens. He said 
the incident strengthened 
his belief  that good sys-
tems, when combined 
with individual integrity, 
can make everyday life 
significantly easier.

In a world where losing 
personal belongings often 
leads to panic and frustra-
tion, this incident stood 
out as a heartening exam-
ple of  how honesty and ef-
ficiency can work together 
to deliver unexpectedly 
happy endings.
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A controversy flared 
during the second T20I be-
tween Pakistan and Aus-
tralia when Australia’s all 
rounder Cameron Green 
appeared to signal his dis-
pleasure at the bowling ac-
tion of  Pakistan spinner 
Usman Tariq after being 
dismissed. The gesture — 
widely interpreted as an 
accusation that Tariq was 
“chucking” — quickly 
sparked debate online, 
with Tariq responding in 
his own style the following 
day.

The incident unfolded in 
Lahore during Pakistan’s 
dominant 90 run win. 
Green had been batting 
well and looked poised to 
anchor Australia’s chase 
before Tariq dismissed 
him. As Green walked off  
the field, broadcast cam-
eras captured him making 
a motion with his arm that 
many fans interpreted as 
mocking Tariq’s bowling 
action — implying that it 
resembled an illegal throw 
rather than a conventional 
spin delivery.

Usman Tariq reacted 
swiftly on social media. 
The Pakistan spinner post-
ed an Instagram Story 
showing a clip of  a child 
crying and captioned it 
“After getting out” with a 
laughing emoji, a clear jab 
at Green’s visible frustra-
tion after losing his wick-
et. This move turned the 
on field drama into a so-
cial media exchange, fuel-

ling chatter among fans 
and pundits alike.

Tariq’s bowling action 
has been unusual from the 
start, featuring a brief  
pause before release and a 
somewhat unconventional 
arm movement that has 
drawn attention before. He 
has been reported for a 
suspected illegal action on 
multiple occasions in do-
mestic T20 leagues, and 
each time he underwent 
biomechanical testing. In 
every instance, cricket au-
thorities cleared his action 
as legal, allowing him to 
continue bowling in pro-
fessional competition.

Despite these clearanc-
es, sceptics remain vocal. 
Some critics argue that 
his unique style — with a 
distinctive arm movement 
that can look like a bent 
elbow — should be exam-
ined more closely, while 
others say such scrutiny 
is simply part of  the game 
when someone bowls ef-
fectively. Supporters of  
Tariq point out that crick-
et’s rules allow for natural 
variations in action as 
long as a bowler’s elbow 
does not extend beyond 
permitted limits during 
delivery, and that official 
tests have validated his 

action.
The exchange between 

Green and Tariq has reig-
nited the broader conver-
sation about bowling ac-
tions in cricket. Bowling 
legality is a key part of  
maintaining fair play, and 
historically some bowlers 
with unusual deliveries 
have faced intense scruti-
ny. But in this case, Tariq’s 
social media response — a 
humorous meme — shows 
how modern players can 
engage in light hearted 
banter even as debates 
about technical legality 
continue.

Fans have taken to so-

cial networks in droves to 
weigh in. Some backed 
Tariq, noting that his ac-
tion has been cleared un-
der formal testing and 
that Green’s gesture was 
simply a display of  frus-
tration after getting out. 
Others criticised the post, 
arguing that mocking an 
opponent’s reaction was 
unsportsmanlike. Still 
m o r e  c o m m e n t a t o r s 
framed the incident as a 
reminder of  how emo-
tions run high in cricket, 
especially in heated rival-
ries and important series.

For Pakistan, Tariq’s 
performance — including 
his key wicket of  Green — 
was part of  a dominant 
display that secured their 
series lead. But the off  
field story has captured 
nearly as much attention 
as the on field result, illus-
trating how even minor 
moments can take on a life 
of  their own in the age of  
instant replay and social 
media.

As the series progress-
es, the discussion around 
Tariq’s bowling action 
and Green’s reaction is 
likely to continue. Wheth-
er it leads to further re-
view by cricket’s govern-
ing bodies or simply 
remains a flashpoint 
among fans, the episode 
highlights both the pas-
sion of  players and the 
scrutiny that moder n 
cricket attracts at every 
level.

No Handshake Between India and Pakistan Captains at Under 

19 World Cup Toss 
In a highly anticipated 

ICC Under 19 World Cup 
2026 Super Six clash be-
tween India U 19 and Paki-
stan U 19, the customary 
pre match handshake be-
tween captains at the coin 
toss was notably absent, 
highlighting the intense 
rivalry between the two 
sides. India’s skipper, 
Ayush Mhatre, and Paki-
stan’s captain, Farhan 
Yousaf, completed the for-
malities of  the toss with-
out the traditional ex-
change of  pleasantries, 
continuing a trend seen in 
recent India Pakistan 
cricket encounters.

Pakistan won the toss 
and opted to bowl first 
against India. With only 
one semifinal spot left in 
the Super Six group, both 
teams entered the match 
under pressure to win and 
keep their World Cup 
hopes alive.

Observers noted that 
skipping the handshake is 

part of  a broader pattern 
following India’s senior 
men’s team declining the 
traditional gesture against 
Pakistan during the 2025 
Asia Cup amid heightened 
political tensions. Similar 
incidents have since oc-

curred in age group and 
development-level fix-
tures, including India A 
and Pakistan Shaheens 
matches.

The absence of  the 
handshake drew attention 
because it is widely re-

garded as a symbol of  mu-
tual respect and sports-
manship in cricket. Fans 
reacted strongly on social 
media, with many seeing 
the gesture — or lack 
thereof  — as emblematic 
of  broader political and 

emotional tensions sur-
rounding India Pakistan 
sporting contests. Even 
though the players are 
youth-level athletes, the 
weight of  historical rival-
ry continues to influence 
such interactions.

Despite the missed 
handshake, focus quickly 
shifted back to the match 
itself. India had been un-
beaten in the tournament 
leading up to this clash, 
while Pakistan had deliv-
ered mixed results in the 
Super Six stage. This en-
counter was therefore piv-
otal in determining which 
team would advance to the 
semifinals.

The moment adds anoth-
er chapter to the storied 
cricketing rivalry between 
India and Pakistan, dem-
onstrating that even at the 
youth level, encounters be-
tween the two nations car-
ry heightened significance 
and attention from fans 
and media alike.

Gavaskar Backs Ishan Kishan Over 
Sanju Samson for India’s T20 

World Cup XI 

As India prepares for the T20 
World Cup 2026, former captain 
Sunil Gavaskar weighed in on the 
ongoing debate over who should be 
India’s wicketkeeper batter: Sanju 
Samson or Ishan Kishan. Gavaskar 
made it clear that current form is 
likely to influence the selectors’ 
decision, suggesting that Kishan’s 
recent performances give him the 
edge.

Gavaskar pointed out that Sam-
son has had opportunities in re-
cent matches but has struggled to 
capitalize, scoring only 46 runs in 
five innings during India’s series 
against New Zealand. In contrast, 
Kishan has been in exceptional 
form, including a maiden T20I cen-
tury and a string of  impactful in-
nings that have helped India gain 
early momentum. Gavaskar em-
phasized that in a high stakes 
tournament like the World Cup, it 
is crucial to back players in good 
form rather than persisting with 
those struggling for confidence.

The debate has been intensified 
by team management decisions, 
such as giving Kishan the gloves 
even when Samson was nominally 
designated as the wicketkeeper. 
Fans and analysts have voiced 
mixed opinions, with some empha-
sizing Samson’s talent and experi-
ence, while others highlight Kis-
han’s  recent  match-winning 
contributions and aggressive bat-
ting style.

Samson’s inconsistency has 
raised questions about his ability 
to anchor India’s batting in tour-
nament conditions, despite his 
proven T20 pedigree and elegant 
stroke play. Gavaskar’s blunt as-
sessment reflects a broader trend 
in cricket selection, where recent 
form increasingly influences deci-
sions. He noted that unless Sam-
son rediscovers his scoring touch, 
it is difficult to see him being in-
cluded in the World Cup XI.

For Kishan, this situation un-
derscores how consistent perfor-
mance at the international level 
can shift selection narratives. His 
explosive batting and ability to 
provide quick starts make him a 
strong candidate for the opening 
spot, especially with other all-
rounders and key players return-
ing from injury. Gavaskar stressed 
that, with the margin for error 
small in World Cup matches, play-
ers in form are likely to be favored 
to maximize team chances of  
success.

As the tournament approaches, 
the final XI will depend on fitness 
updates, strategic balance, and the 
performances of  key players in the 
lead-up series. Gavaskar’s com-
ments signal that Kishan’s recent 
performances make him the prob-
able choice, leaving Samson to 
prove his form and regain confi-
dence if  he hopes to secure a spot 
in India’s T20 World Cup lineup.

Ganguly Warns India to ‘Peak at the Right Time’ Ahead of T20 
World Cup 2026 

As Team India gears up 
to defend its title at the T20 
World Cup 2026, former In-
dian captain Sourav Gan-
guly has sent a clear mes-
sage to the current squad: 
success in big tourna-
ments isn’t just about rep-
utation or past achieve-
ments — it’s about timing 
and performance when it 
matters most.

Ganguly’s comments 
come at a crucial moment. 
India enters the marquee 
event as one of  the favour-
ite teams, having won the 

previous edition and re-
maining unbeaten in sev-
eral recent T20 Interna-
tional series. But the ex 
skipper emphasised that 
large tournaments like the 
World Cup require more 
than just momentum. Ac-
cording to him, the most 
critical factor is the ability 
to peak at the right time: 
executing skill, strategy 
and teamwork precisely 
when the stakes are 
highest.

In a message widely 
shared through social me-

dia and cricket platforms, 
Ganguly highlighted the 
importance of  form and 
readiness during the com-
petition itself. He stressed 
that past successes carry 
little weight once the tour-
nament begins, and that 
teams must deliver their 
best cricket at each stage 
to stay competitive and ful-
fill their potential.

Ganguly also expressed 
confidence in the overall 
strength of  the current In-
dian squad. He pointed out 
that India boasts quality 

in all departments — a 
powerful batting lineup, a 
balanced spin attack, and 
a seam bowling unit led by 
experienced bowlers. This 
combination, he believes, 
gives the team depth and 
flexibility, provided they 
harness that strength ef-
fectively during crucial 
matches.

While he backed India 
as a strong contender for 
the trophy, Ganguly’s 
warning was not merely 
positive; it carried a stra-
tegic edge. He urged play-
ers to focus on consistency, 
sharpness and perfor-
mance under pressure, 
rather than resting on lau-
rels from previous victo-
ries. His remarks serve as 
a reminder that even top 
teams must continually 
adapt and improve, espe-
cially in formats as unpre-
dictable as Twenty20 
cricket.

Team India’s prepara-
tion for the T20 World Cup 
has included a busy sched-
ule of  international fix-
tures, fitness work and tac-
tical practice sessions. 
Under the leadership of  
captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav, the squad has been 
building momentum, ex-
perimenting with combi-

nations and trying to ad-
dress balance issues in 
both batting and bowling 
departments. Ganguly’s 
message reinforces the 
idea that preparation must 
translate into peak form at 
the right moment.

For Indian fans and 
commentators, his warn-
ing adds an intriguing lay-
er to the World Cup narra-
tive. It suggests that while 
India is well placed on pa-
per, its ultimate success 
will depend on how well it 
manages form, fitness and 
adaptability throughout 
the tournament. Staying 
sharp and delivering 
clutch performances — 
particularly in the knock-
out phases — will be essen-
tial if  India hopes to lift 
the trophy again.

In summary, Ganguly’s 
advice to India ahead of  
the T20 World Cup 2026 is 
straightforward but pro-
found: don’t rely on past 
glory, focus on performing 
when it counts, and aim to 
peak at the exact moment 
the world’s biggest T20 
stage demands it. As the 
countdown to the tourna-
ment continues, the mes-
sage is one that players, 
coaches and fans alike will 
be keeping in mind.

Pakistan Trolled After Giving Vaibhav 
Suryavanshi Two Chances on One 

Ball in U19 World Cup

India’s Under 19 batsman Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi was handed two 
lifelines off  a single delivery dur-
ing a high pressure ICC U19 World 
Cup 2026 Super Six match against 
Pakistan, a moment that quickly 
went viral on social media and be-
came the subject of  widespread 
jokes and memes.

The unusual sequence occurred 
early in India’s innings. On the 
third ball of  the eighth over, 
Suryavanshi attempted a big shot, 
top edging the ball into the air. A 
Pakistani fielder at short mid 
wicket failed to complete what 
should have been a routine catch, 
giving Suryavanshi his first 
reprieve.

Immediately after the drop, the 
fielding side had a second opportu-
nity to dismiss him. The fielder’s 
throw to the stumps came quickly, 
and Suryavanshi was out of  his 
crease. However, the ball was not 
collected cleanly, and a run out 
chance was missed, allowing him 
to make his ground safely. This se-
quence gave him not one but two 
lifelines on the same ball, a rare oc-
currence in professional cricket.

Fans and commentators quickly 
reacted online, sharing the clip 
widely and mocking Pakistan’s 
fielding effort. Many humorous 
posts labeled the incident as a 
“comical moment,” highlighting 
how both a dropped catch and a 
missed run out unfolded in just 

seconds, turning the delivery into 
a social media sensation.

Despite the double reprieve, 
Suryavanshi was dismissed on the 
very next delivery, caught by the 
wicketkeeper after scoring 30 runs 
off  22 balls, which included a few 
boundaries. While his innings 
showed promise, he was unable to 
capitalize on the fortunate moment 
to play a bigger, match-defining 
knock.

The match itself  was crucial for 
both teams’ semifinal aspirations, 
making every wicket significant. 
The twin reprieve incident, while 
amusing to spectators, highlighted 
how pressure and nerves can affect 
even trained fielders, especially in 
h i g h - s t a ke s  I n d i a - P a k i s t a n 
contests.

In the broader context of  the 
tournament, the episode became a 
talking point among fans and ana-
lysts, with many noting that such 
unusual moments can influence 
momentum in youth cricket, where 
emotions run high and experience 
varies. For Suryavanshi and India, 
it was a missed opportunity to 
make the most of  a rare advantage 
in an important game.

Ultimately, the double reprieve 
will be remembered as one of  the 
quirky episodes of  the U19 World 
Cup — a moment that provided 
laughter and commentary, even as 
the competitive stakes of  the 
match remained high.

Pakistan Spinner Usman Tariq Fires Back 
After Cameron Green’s ‘Chucking’ Gesture 
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Fahadh Faasil’s “Don’t Trouble the Trouble” Goes 
on Floors in Hyderabad

Hyderabad turned into a hub 
of  excitement as the shooting of  
Don’t Trouble the Trouble offi-
cially commenced, marking Fa-
hadh Faasil’s direct foray into 
Telugu cinema. The film went on 
floors today amid a buzzing at-
mosphere, with fans gathering 
in large numbers at the shooting 
location to catch a glimpse of  the 
acclaimed actor.

Adding to the celebratory 
mood, Fahadh Faasil briefly 
paused his shoot to warmly ac-
knowledge the fans who had as-
sembled. With his trademark hu-
mility, the actor greeted the 
crowd, triggering loud cheers 
and applause. The moment 
quickly became memorable, set-
ting an energetic tone for the 
film’s journey from day one.

Don’t Trouble the Trouble is 
jointly produced by Arka Media-
works and Showing Business, 
bringing together an impressive 
production team. The film 
marks the production debut of  
SS Karthikeya, a passionate 
producer who earlier made a 
strong mark as a distributor 
with the blockbuster Premalu. 
Karthikeya is also associated 
with the much-anticipated big-
ticket project Varanasi. Joining 
him are celebrated producers 
Shobu Yarlagadda and Prasad 
Devineni of  Arka Mediaworks, 
globally renowned for delivering 
the iconic Baahubali franchise.

The film is helmed by debu-

tant director Shashank Yeleti, 
who is positioning Don’t Trouble 
the Trouble as a fantasy enter-
tainer layered with strong emo-
tional depth and content-driven 
storytelling. With Fahadh Faasil 
headlining the project, expecta-
tions are naturally high, as audi-
ences look forward to seeing the 
versatile performer bring his nu-
anced acting style to a Telugu 
narrative.

A short video clip from the 
sets has already gone viral on so-
cial media, featuring Fahadh 
Faasil  alongside director 

Shashank Yeleti and producer 
SS Karthikeya greeting fans dur-
ing a night shoot. The clip has 
further amplified the buzz 
around the project, with many 
praising the team’s grounded ap-
proach and the star’s warmth 
toward his admirers.

Music for Don’t Trouble the 
Trouble will be composed by 
Kaala Bhairava, whose back-
ground scores and songs have 
consistently added emotional 
weight and intensity to films. 
The technical and creative team 
is currently working on a tight 

schedule, with plans to wrap up 
the shoot by April.

The makers are aiming for a 
grand theatrical release in the 
second half  of  2026, promising a 
fresh cinematic experience that 
blends fantasy, emotion, and 
strong storytelling. With an ac-
claimed actor, a powerful pro-
duction house, and a promising 
new director coming together, 
Don’t Trouble the Trouble has 
already positioned itself  as one 
of  the most intriguing Telugu 
projects to watch out for in the 
coming year.

“Devagudi” Emerges as Audience-Backed Success

The recently released 
Telugu film Devagudi has 
emerged as a major suc-
cess at the box office, 
earning appreciation 
from audiences across all 
sections. The film’s direc-
tor and producer, Bellam 
Ramakrishna Reddy, at-
tributed the achievement 
to strong content, posi-
tive word of  mouth, and 
the unwavering support 
of  viewers. The team cel-
ebrated the film’s success 

at a grand success meet 
held in Hyderabad.

Produced under the 
Pushyami Film Makers 
banner and presented by 
Bellam Sudha Reddy, 
Devagudi is written, di-
rected, and produced by 
Bellam Ramakrishna 
Reddy himself. The film 
features Abhinav Shau-
rya, Narasimha Toshi, 
Anu Sri, and Raghu 
Kunche in prominent 
roles. Released on Friday, 

the film quickly gained 
momentum and has been 
running successfully 
with consistently posi-
tive reviews.

Speaking at the event, 
Bellam Ramakrishna 
Reddy expressed grati-
tude to the media and au-
diences for standing by 
the film. He said the re-
sponse has been over-
whelmingly positive, 
with viewers praising the 
gripping screenplay, ab-

sence of  unnecessary lag, 
and strong production 
values. He noted that the 
action sequences, song 
picturization, and emo-
tional depth have struck 
a chord with audiences. 
Special mention was 
made of  Raghu Kunche’s 
portrayal of  Veerareddy, 
which has been widely 
hailed as one of  the 
film’s biggest highlights. 
Performances by Abhi-
nav Shaurya, Narasimha 
Toshi, and Anu Sri have 
also received strong ap-
preciation, with many 
viewers reportedly leav-
ing theatres emotionally 
moved.

Hero Abhinav Shaurya 
shared that the response 
to Devagudi has been 
deeply fulfilling. He said 
audiences connecting 
with his character Dhar-
ma, even referring to 
him by the character’s 
name rather than his 
real name, was a moment 
of  pride. He credited Bel-
lam Ramakrishna Reddy 
for shaping him as an ac-
tor and noted that a high-
octane action sequence 
set against a jathara 

backdrop has been espe-
cially well received.

N a r a s i m h a  To s h i 
thanked audiences for 
making the film a suc-
cess, calling the experi-
ence special for both him 
and his family. Actress 
Anu Sri said portraying 
S h w e t a  Re d d y  h a s 
earned her true recogni-
tion, with viewers ad-
dressing her by the char-
acter’s name. She added 
that the powerful dia-
logues and fight sequenc-
es performed by her are 
d r aw i n g  c h e e r s  i n 
theatres.

Actor Raghu Kunche 
highlighted that Devagu-
di once again proves au-
diences will support 
small films with strong 
content. He praised the 
director-producer’s care-
ful planning in both film-
making and promotion, 
calling Veerareddy the 
most satisfying role of  
his career.

With its strong perfor-
mances and content-driv-
en appeal,  Devagudi 
stands as a notable suc-
cess story in contempo-
rary Telugu cinema.

Creators of “Joe” Begin 
Shooting for New Film “Haiku”

After the critical and 
commercial success of  
Joe, its creators have of-
f icial ly  kick-star ted 
shooting for their next 
project titled Haiku, 
starring Aegan in the 
lead. The film went on 
floors today, February 1, 
2026, marking a signifi-
cant milestone as global 
OTT giant Netflix has al-
ready secured the digital 
streaming rights even 
b e f o r e  t h e  f i l m ’ s 
completion.

Netflix, known for its 
selective and content-fo-
cused acquisitions, back-
ing Haiku at such an ear-
ly stage has generated 
strong buzz within indus-
try circles. The early ac-
quisition reflects the plat-
form’s confidence in the 
film’s narrative strength 
and creative team, mak-
ing Haiku a rare case 
where digital rights were 
locked in without waiting 
for theatrical release or 
audience response.

The film’s shoot com-
menced with a tradition-
al pooja and first clap cer-
emony held at Eddiki. 
Renowned filmmaker 

Ram, celebrated for ac-
claimed films such as 
Peranbu and Taramani, 
gave the inaugural clap 
and extended his warm 
wishes to the team, lend-
ing the project a prestig-
ious and auspicious start.

Haiku is directed by 
Yuvaraj Chinnasamy and 
produced by Dr. D. Arula-
nandhu and Mathewo 
Arulanandhu under the 
Vision Cinema House 
banner. Adding further 
creative strength to the 
project, the film features 
additional screenplay by 
Hari Haran Ram, who 
earlier directed the well-
received Joe. This collab-
oration has raised expec-
tations that Haiku will 
continue the makers’ rep-
utation for emotionally 
rooted, content-driven 
cinema.

The technical crew 
brings together several 
talented names. Priyesh 
GuruSwamy serves as 
the Director of  Photogra-
phy, promising visually 
compelling storytelling, 
while Sakthi Pranesh 
handles editing duties. 
Music is composed by Vi-

jai Bulganin, who has 
previously impressed au-
diences with his work in 
films like Court and Baby, 
adding further weight to 
the project’s creative 
credentials.

Leading the cast is Ae-
gan, who earned praise 
for his performances in 
Joe and Kozhi Pannai 
ChellaDurai. He is joined 
by  Fe m i n a  G e o r g e, 
known for her roles in 
Minnal Murali and Se-
sham Mike-il Fathima, 
and Sridevi Apalla, who 
recently appeared in 
Court. The ensemble 
promises a blend of  
strong perfor mances 
and fresh on-screen 
dynamics.

With an experienced 
creative team, a promis-
ing cast, and Netflix’s 
early endorsement, Hai-
ku is shaping up to be one 
of  the most anticipated 
Tamil films in the con-
tent-driven space. The 
makers have indicated 
that further updates re-
garding the film’s pro-
gress and release plans 
will be announced in the 
coming months.

‘Honey’ Promises a Hauntingly Different Theatre Experience
The upcoming psycho-

logical horror film Honey, 
starring Naveen Chandra 
and Divya Pillai in the 
lead roles, is gearing up 
for its theatrical release 
on February 6. Written 
and directed by Karuna 
Kumar, the film is pro-
duced by Ravi Peetla and 
Praveen Kumar Reddy 
under the OVA Enter-
tainments banner and 
presented by Shekhar 
Studios. Blending psy-
chological depth, social 
relevance, and horror el-
ements, Honey has al-
ready generated strong 
buzz, with its promotion-
al content receiving an 
impressive response. The 
makers recently unveiled 
the film’s trailer at a 
launch event, where the 
cast and crew shared in-
sights about the project.

Speaking at the trailer 
launch, hero Naveen 
Chandra described Hon-
ey as a film that must be 
experienced in theatres. 
He said the overwhelm-
ing response to the trail-
er made the team ex-
tremely happy and added 
that he thoroughly en-
joyed the filmmaking 
process. Naveen empha-
sized that Honey is a 
word-of-mouth-driven 

film designed to give au-
diences a completely dif-
ferent cinematic experi-
ence within its available 
budget. Urging viewers 
to watch the film on the 
big screen, he said the in-
tensity and atmosphere 
work best in theatres. He 
praised co-stars Divi and 
Divya Pillai,  calling 
them exceptional per-
formers, and predicted a 
bright future for Divi. 
Naveen also highlighted 
the haunting nature of  
the film, its thought-pro-
voking theme, strong 
background score, and 
the impressive perfor-
mance by the child art-
ist. He noted that the 
character he plays de-
manded high intensity 
and even affected him 
emotionally during the 
shoot, underlining the 
psychological impact of  
the role.

Director Karuna Ku-
mar, addressing the gath-
ering, said Honey is one 
of  his most experimental 
works. He revealed that 
the story draws inspira-
tion from real-life inci-
dents and explores the 
dark corners of  the hu-
man mind. According to 
him, the film revolves 
around a disturbing ob-

ject called “Pilli Maya” 
and portrays how obses-
sion and hope can lead 
people down dangerous 
paths. He stated that the 
core message of  Honey is 
that there is no demon 
more terrifying than the 
human mind itself. Call-
ing it a family story with 
a psychological horror 
backdrop, Karuna Kumar 
said audiences will wit-
ness a never-before-seen 
version of  Naveen Chan-
dra. He also praised the 

performances of  Raja 
Ravindra, Divi, and Di-
vya Pillai, along with the 
dedication of  the techni-
cal team, adding that the 
film has been made with 
inter national-quality 
standards.

Actor Raja Ravindra 
said he was initially cu-
rious about how such a 
complex story would be 
e x e c u t e d  b u t  w a s 
shocked by the final out-
put. He described his 
role as one of  the most 

memorable characters of  
his career and expressed 
hope that the film would 
help some viewers break 
free from superstitions.

Actresses Divi and Di-
vya Pillai echoed similar 
sentiments, calling Hon-
ey a unique, haunting, 
and performance-driven 
film. They urged audi-
ences to watch it in thea-
tres on February 6, prom-
ising a truly new and 
unsettling cinematic 
experience.

Akshay Kumar Hails Rani 
Mukerji as ‘Goddess of 

Acting’ as Mardaani 3 Roars 
at the Box Office

Bollywood star Aksh-
ay Kumar has come out 
in strong support of  
Rani Mukerji and her 
latest release Mardaani 
3, praising her perfor-
mance and urging audi-
ences to watch the film 
in theatres. Taking to 
social media, Akshay 
described Rani as the 
“goddess of  acting” and 
applauded her powerful 
portrayal in the film.

“Go watch the ‘god-
dess’ of  acting in her 
most powerful avatar. I 
saw it. I loved it. Don’t 
miss it!” Akshay wrote, 
adding to the growing 
wave of  appreciation 
for the film.

Akshay’s  endorse -
ment coincided with a 
thunderous opening day 
for Mardaani 3, which is 

fast turning into a na-
t ionwide  box  of f ice 
wildfire. The hard-hit-
ting, message-oriented 
thriller exceeded all ex-
pectations on Day 1, reg-
istering the biggest 
opening ever for the 
Mardaani franchise as 
well as the highest open-
ing for a solo Rani Muk-
erji film.

O n  i t s  f i r s t  d ay, 
Mardaani 3 collected an 
impressive ₹4 crore, 
marking a sensational 
start for a female-led 
film in India. The strong 
numbers underline the 
audience’s continued 
trust in Rani Mukerji’s 
ability to shoulder in-
tense,  perfor mance-
driven cinema. 

Trade analysts attrib-
ute the film’s excellent 

opening to a combina-
tion of  strong franchise 
recall, glowing reviews, 
and powerful word of  
mouth. Audiences and 
c r i t i c s  a l i k e  h av e 
praised the film for its 
gripping narrative, so-
cial relevance, and Ra-
ni’s commanding screen 
presence.

With exceptional au-
dience response and sol-
id  cri t ical  acclaim, 
Mardaani 3 is expected 
to maintain strong mo-
mentum in the coming 
days. The film’s success 
once again reinforces 
Rani Mukerji’s stature 
as one of  Indian cine-
ma’s most respected 
performers and high-
lights the box office po-
tential of  content-driv-
en, female-centric films.


