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TRUEBUZZ POINTS
Job Mela for Unemployed 
Youth at Sri Krishnaveni 

Degree College, Penamaluru 
– February 21, 2026

Vijayawada | February 
18 | TPN Bureau

N.  C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu has approved 27 
major projects worth 
�29,021 crore at the 15th 
State Investment Promo-
tion Board (SIPB) meet-
ing, paving the way for 
the creation of  22,407 
jobs across Andhra 
Pradesh. Chairing the 
high-level review at his 
camp office on Wednes-
day, the Chief  Minister 
reiterated that the gov-
ernment’s priority is to 
ensure a “Speed of  Do-
ing Business” approach 
so that every approved 
project moves swiftly 
f ro m  cl e a r a n c e  t o 
execution.

The meeting was at-
tended by ministers in-
cluding Nara Lokesh 
along with other cabinet 
members and senior of-
ficials. The projects span 
key sectors such as IT, 
renewable energy, tour-
ism, food processing, in-
frastructure, and manu-
facturing, reflecting a 
broad-based push to ac-
celerate  industrial 
growth in the state.
Monthly Reviews to 
Track Progress

Expressing concern 
that some projects fail to 
progress on the ground 
even after approvals, the 
Chief  Minister an-
nounced that he will per-
sonally conduct monthly 
reviews to monitor im-
plementation. Officials 
have been directed to 
stay in constant touch 
with companies that 

signed agreements and 
provide all necessary 
support to ensure timely 
execution.  He also 
warned that land allot-
ted to firms that fail to 
begin work within stipu-
lated timelines could be 
taken back after due re-
view.The government is 
also preparing special 
incentives to attract 
more semiconductor in-
vestments and is consid-
ering additional benefits 
for industries set up on 
privately owned land. 
The Chief  Minister fur-
ther urged officials to 
reach out to non-resi-
dent Indians (NRIs) and 
encourage them to par-
ticipate in the state’s de-
velopment journey.

Tourism and Infra-
structure Push

To strengthen tour-
ism, the state plans to 
develop dedicated clus-
ters across Visakhapat-
nam, Amaravati, and 
Tirupati regions. Desti-

nations such as Sury-
alanka, Polavaram, Puli-
c a t ,  G a n d i k o t a , 
Srisailam, Madanapalle, 
and Horsley Hills will 
see new hospitality in-
frastructure, including 
hotels and shopping 
complexes. The pro-
posed “Bharat Manda-
pam” in Visakhapatnam 
is envisioned as a world-
class convention centre 
and an iconic landmark.
The Chief  Minister also 
set a target of  creating 
50,000 hotel rooms state-
wide and promoting 
health tourism, a sports 
city, and a creative city 
ecosystem. Tirupati is 
being positioned as a 
major wedding destina-
tion, while value addi-
tion in aquaculture is 
expected to boost ex-
ports, particularly to the 
United States.

Diverse Project Portfolio
Among the approved 

proposals are large re-

newable energy pro-
jects, a semiconductor 
facility in Visakhapat-
nam, lithium-ion bat-
tery manufacturing 
units, tourism ventures, 
dairy and food-process-
ing plants, and logistics 
infrastructure. A major 
giga-factory for energy 
storage cells alone ac-
counts for over �8,000 
crore in investments, 
highlighting the state’s 
ambition to become a 
h u b  f o r  e m e r g i n g 
technologies.

Officials noted that 
across the 15 SIPB meet-
ings held so far, Andhra 
Pradesh has cleared in-
vestments worth over �9 
lakh crore, with a poten-
tial to generate more 
than 8.5 lakh jobs. The 
latest approvals, the gov-
ernment believes, will 
further accelerate in-
dustrial momentum and 
strengthen the state’s 
position as an attractive 
investment destination.

Chandrababu Clears ₹29,021 Cr 
Investments at 15th SIPB Meet

AP Highlights AI-Driven 
Agricultural Transformation at 

India AI Impact Summit 2026
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A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
showcased its vision 
for an AI-enabled agri-
cultural revolution at 
the India AI Impact 
Summit 2026, present-
ing an integrated strat-
egy to enhance produc-
tivity, resilience, and 
farmer-centric govern-
ance in alignment with 
Swarna Andhra 2047 
and Viksit Bharat 2047.

Delivering the key-
note, Shri Budithi Ra-
jsekhar, IAS (Retd.), Ex-
Officio Special Chief  
Secretary (Agriculture 
and Co-operation), 
highlighted the critical 
role of  agriculture, 
which contributes 
nearly 33% of  the 
state’s Gross State Do-
mestic Product — sig-
nificantly higher than 
the national average. 
“Not long ago, AI in ag-
riculture seemed far-
fetched. Today, it is one 
of  the most sought-af-
ter tools shaping farm-
er livelihoods,” he said, 
emphasising that sus-
tained annual growth 
above 15% requires 
transforming the pri-
mary sector.

Anchored in Swarna 
Andhra 2047, Andhra 
Pradesh has adopted 
five guiding principles: 
water security through 
micro-irrigation and 
scientific water budget-
ing; demand-driven 
crop planning linked to 
market intelligence; ac-
celerated adoption of  
agri-tech; expansion of  
food processing and 
value addition; and 
timely government in-
tervention to stabilise 
farmer incomes.

Shri Rajsekhar also 
referenced the Bharat 
Vistar AI platform dem-
onstration at a banana 
farm before Bill Gates, 
where farmers used AI 
for pest forecasting, im-
age-based disease de-

tection, drone booking, 
and remedial advisory 
through a unified app, 
demonstrating practi-
cal, field-level impact.

M s .  S r i v a l l i 
Krishnan, Deputy Di-
rector, Agriculture De-
velopment, Gates Foun-
dation, praised Andhra 
Pradesh’s data-driven 
governance culture. 
She noted that strong 
AI systems are built on 
robust foundational 
data, highlighting how 
AI can complement hu-
man extension services 
and deliver faster, real-
t i m e  a dv i s o r y  t o 
farmers.

Central to this trans-
formation is AP-AIMS, 
an integrated agricul-
tural intelligence plat-
form leveraging Ag-
r i S t a c k ,  r e m o t e 
sensing, GIS mapping, 
and plot-level analytics. 
It tracks sowing and 
crop health across 1.44 
crore fields, enumer-
ates over 2.4 crore coco-
nut and 1.4 crore palm 
trees, and enables pre-
cision-based planning. 
Drone-enabled services 
cover 60,000 hectares 
annually, supported by 
nearly 9,700 service pro-
viders, while AI-based 
livestock identification, 
IoT-enabled aquacul-

ture solutions, and 
traceability systems 
are expanding the AI 
ecosystem across the 
state.

Collaborative part-
ners such as Athena In-
fonomics, Vassar Labs, 
and Catalyst Manage-
ment Services provide 
technical expertise and 
help scale innovations 
through public sys-
tems, ensuring solu-
t i o n s  r e m a i n 
farmer-focused.

Concluding his ad-
dress, Shri Rajsekhar 
stressed that AI’s value 
lies in tangible benefits 
for farmers, supported 
by data integrity, hy-
perlocal advisory sys-
tems, Rythu Seva Kend-
r a s ,  a n d 
privacy-conscious digi-
tal governance. “The 
future of  agriculture 
will belong to those 
who dare to adopt and 
adapt,” he said.

The session reaf-
f i r m e d  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s leadership in 
scalable,  evidence-
based AI integration, 
setting a benchmark 
for transforming agri-
culture while strength-
ening farmer incomes, 
resilience, and long-
term sustainability.
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Vijayawada, Feb 18, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Home Minister 
Vangalapudi Anitha has expressed 
her readiness to face a detailed dis-
cussion in the state Assembly re-
garding the controversy over alleg-
edly adulterated ghee used in the 
Tirumala laddu prasadam. She 
openly challenged opposition mem-
bers to present concrete evidence so 
that the issue can be addressed 
transparently, emphasizing the im-
portance of  fact-based debate and 
accountability.

The controversy began after alle-
gations emerged that substandard 
or mixed ghee was supplied to the 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams 
(TTD), raising concerns about the 
quality of  the sacred laddu prasad-
am offered to millions of  devotees. 
Opposition parties have demanded 
an urgent discussion in the legisla-
ture, stressing the need for proper 
monitoring and transparency in 
temple supply chains.

Speaking to the media, Minister 
Anitha underscored that the govern-
ment welcomes a thorough examina-
tion of  the matter. She insisted that 
the debate should focus on verified 
facts and documented findings rath-
er than political theatrics. Anitha 
also clarified that the authorities 
had already initiated an internal re-
view to ensure quality standards are 
maintained, and she urged the op-
position to contribute constructive-

ly by presenting solid evidence.
The Assembly has witnessed heat-

ed exchanges in recent days, with 
opposition members submitting mo-
tions calling for strict scrutiny of  
ghee procurement practices. Anitha 
maintained that while legislative 
disruptions have occurred, serious 
issues affecting devotees and public 
interest should remain the priority. 
She cautioned against politicizing 
sensitive matters and reiterated that 
the government is committed to 
safeguarding both religious senti-
ments and public confidence.

In addition, Anitha highlighted 
the need for systemic improvements 
in monitoring temple supplies to 
prevent similar controversies in the 
future. She urged cooperation across 
party lines to ensure that decisions 
in the Assembly serve the public in-
terest and maintain the sanctity of  
revered religious practices.

The minister’s proactive stance 
has drawn attention across political 
and social circles. By openly invit-
ing debate and focusing on evidence, 
Anitha has positioned herself  as a 
leader willing to engage in transpar-
ent governance while addressing 
public concerns. The upcoming As-
sembly sessions are expected to fea-
ture detailed discussions on the 
matter, providing an opportunity 
for all parties to clarify their posi-
tions and work toward ensuring ac-
countability, quality, and trust in 
the TTD’s prasadam operations.

Anitha Ready for Assembly Debate 
on Tirumala Ghee Controversy

Spectacular International Fleet 
Review Held at Visakhapatnam Coast

    Visakhapatnam, Feb 18, 
2026 | TPN Bureau

Visakhapatnam witnessed a 
grand display of  maritime 
power as the International 
Fleet Review (IFR) was held 
along its coastline, bringing to-
gether naval forces from India 
and several other nations. The 
event featured a majestic pa-
rade of  71 warships arranged 
in six rows, demonstrating pre-
cision, coordination, and op-
erational readiness.The pres-
tigious event was attended by 
top dignitaries, including Pres-
ident Droupadi Mur mu, 
Andhra Pradesh Governor 
Justice Abdul Nazeer, Chief  
Minister Chandrababu Naidu, 
and Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan. The dignitaries 
boarded INS Sumedha for the 
fleet review, where they re-
ceived a ceremonial guard of  
honour from the Indian Navy 
personnel. Their presence un-
derscored the strategic impor-
tance of  the occasion and high-
lighted India’s growing naval 
stature on the global stage.
Among the participants were 
19 foreign warships represent-
ing friendly nations, 45 ships 

from the Indian Navy, and sev-
en vessels from the Coast 
Guard, Merchant Navy, and 
research fleets. The diverse 
mix of  ships reflected the col-
laborative spirit of  the event 
and showcased India’s com-
mitment to international mar-
itime cooperation.During the 
review, the naval ships per-
formed coordinated manoeu-
vres, salutes, and precision 
formations. The parade in-

cluded a mix of  advanced war-
ships, frigates, destroyers, 
submarines, and support ves-
sels, highlighting both the de-
fensive and offensive capabili-
ties of  the Indian Navy and its 
international partners. Spec-
tators along the Visakhapat-
nam coastline witnessed the 
impressive synchrony and 
professionalism of  crews from 
multiple nations.The IFR also 
served as a platfor m to 

strengthen diplomatic ties and 
foster mutual understanding 
among navies. Through joint 
drills and ceremonial displays, 
participating nations demon-
strated their shared commit-
ment to maintaining peace, 
security, and freedom of  navi-
gation in international wa-
ters.For Visakhapatnam, the 
event reinforced the city’s sig-
nificance as a major maritime 
hub. Hosting such a high-pro-
file gathering not only high-
lighted India’s naval power but 
also emphasized its strategic 
importance in the Indian 
Ocean region. The Interna-
tional Fleet Review has be-
come a symbol of  naval diplo-
macy, showcasing India’s 
growing role in regional and 
global maritime security.

The event concluded with a 
display of  naval traditions, in-
cluding ceremonial gun sa-
lutes and the waving of  flags, 
leaving both the dignitaries 
and spectators in awe. It was a 
proud moment for the Indian 
Navy and a testament to In-
dia’s commitment to fostering 
strong international partner-
ships at sea.
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The Andhra Pradesh 
Revenue Services Asso-
ciation (APRSA), Amara-
vati, has formally sub-
mitted comprehensive 
and constructive sugges-
tions to the Government 
of  Andhra Pradesh on 
the  proposed Draft 
Andhra Pradesh Civil 
Services Pension Rules, 
2026. In response to the 
government’s invitation 
seeking feedback from 
recognized service asso-
ciations, the APRSA un-
dertook a detailed re-
view of  the draft rules 
and presented its rec-
ommendations with a 
focus on safeguarding 
the future security, fam-
ily welfare, and service 
justice of  government 
employees.

Under the leadership 
of  State President Bop-
paraju Venkateswarlu, 
representatives of  APR-
SA, along with member 
associations of  APJAC 
Amaravati, met the Fi-
nance Secretary, Vadare-
vu Vinay Chand, at the 
State Secretariat on Feb-
ruary 18, 2026. During 
the meeting, several key 
issues concerning pen-
sion reforms and em-
ployee welfare were dis-
cussed in detail.

One of  the primary 
concerns raised relates 
to disciplinary proceed-
ings and post-retirement 
actions. The Association 
recommended that de-
partmental inquiries—
whether initiated during 
service or after retire-
ment—must be complet-
ed within a maximum 
period of  two years to 
prevent prolonged un-
certainty for employees. 
Additionally, clarity was 
sought regarding the cir-
cumstances under which 
criminal cases may be 

r e g i s t e r e d  a f t e r 
retirement.

On qualifying service 
and medical invalida-
tion, the Association 
urged the government to 
exempt the minimum 
qualifying service re-
quirement in cases of  
medical invalidation. It 
further recommended 
that employees retiring 
due to severe illness 
should be granted full 
pensionary benefits in 
recognition of  their 
circumstances.

The Association also 

emphasized the need for 
clarity in the treatment 
of  leave and service cal-
culation. It proposed that 
Extraordinary Leave 
(EOL) taken on medical 
grounds, supported by 
valid medical certifica-
tion, should be counted 
as qualifying service. 
Furthermore, provisions 
that existed clearly un-
der previous pension 
rules should be retained 
in the new framework to 
avoid ambiguity.

Addressing concerns 
of  employees under the 

Contributory Pension 
Scheme (CPS), the Asso-
ciation called for equita-
ble treatment, particu-
larly in cases of  medical 
invalidation. It recom-
mended extending fami-
ly pension and gratuity 
benefits to CPS employ-
ees who are medically 
invalidated.

In terms of  commuta-
tion benefits, APRSA 
suggested reducing the 
commutation restora-
tion period from 15 years 
to 12 years to provide fi-
nancial relief  to pension-
ers. The Association also 
advocated strengthening 
family pension protec-
tions by extending the 
duration of  family pen-
sion for families of  em-
ployees who pass away 
after retirement and sim-
plifying widow declara-
tion requirements to 
once a year.

The APRSA conclud-
ed by requesting the 
government to convene 
a direct meeting with 
recognized service asso-
ciations to provide clar-
ity on the proposed 
rules. The Association 
reaffirmed its unwaver-
ing commitment to the 
welfare and financial se-
curity of  government 
employees and their 
families.

APRSA Submits Comprehensive Suggestions on Draft AP  Civil 
Services Pension Rules, 2026

Amaravati, 18-02-2026 | TPN 
Bureau:

In the Assembly, Roads 
& Buildings (R&B) Min-
ister B. C. Janardhan 
Reddy clarified the gov-
ernment’s position re-
garding the removal of  
large trees as part of  
road widening works. Re-
sponding to a question 
raised by Yelamanchili 
MLA Sundarapu Vijay 
Kumar, the Minister stat-
ed that only those trees 
obstructing road expan-
sion are being removed, 
both in national and 
state highway projects.

He explained that 
while undertaking wid-
ening works on National 
Highways, strict envi-
ronmental guidelines 
are being followed. As 
per norms, 1 percent of  
the total civil works cost 
is earmarked specifical-
ly for greenery and plan-
tation along highways. 
Under these guidelines, 
plantation activities are 
taken up in the central 
median as well as on 
both sides of  the road, 
ensuring avenue planta-

tions and long-ter m 
maintenance.

With regard to State 
Highways, the Minister 
said that tree plantations 
are being carried out on 
both sides of  the road 
wherever “Right of  Way 
(RoW)” land is available. 
In cases where sufficient 
RoW land is not availa-
ble, plantations are un-
dertaken in lands identi-

fied for afforestation as 
per Forest Department 
guidelines.

He further informed 
the House that steps are 
also being taken to trans-
locate long-standing and 
large trees to other suit-
able locations instead of  
removing them outright. 
As part of  such initia-
tives, nearly 18 trees 
were planted in the Yela-

manchili constituency 
on  the  day  of  the 
announcement.

The Minister noted 
that in the past, trees 
along the road leading to 
the State Secretariat had 
dried up due to neglect, 
but after the coalition 
government assumed of-
fice, measures have been 
initiated to protect and 
maintain greenery in 

those areas. Following 
the directions of  the 
Chief  Minister and Dep-
uty Chief  Minister, pri-
ority is being given to 
expanding green cover 
along roadways.

He also remarked that 
during the tenure of  
former Chief  Minister 
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, several long-stand-
ing trees were report-
edly cut down for a 
single -day meeting, 
calling it an unfortu-
nate instance.

The Minister empha-
sized that the present 
coalition government is 
committed to environ-
mental protection and 
sustainable develop-
ment. Through affores-
tation programs and 
systematic plantation 
drives along highways, 
the government aims to 
balance infrastructure 
development with eco-
logical preservation, 
ensuring that road ex-
pansion projects pro-
ceed without compro-
mising environmental 
priorities.

Amaravati, 18-02-2026 | TPN 
Bureau:

Amaravati: Revenue, 
Registration and Stamps 
Minister Anagani Satya 
Prasad informed the 
Andhra Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly that the 
process of  removing 
lands from the 22A pro-
hibited list will be fur-
ther simplified to benefit 
genuine landowners, 
particularly the poor and 
middle-class citizens.

Responding to ques-
tions raised by TDP MLA 
Kolikapudi Srinivasa 
Rao and BJP MLA Vish-
nu Kumar Raju regard-
ing land encroachments 
and removal of  lands 
from the 22A list, the 
Minister stated that the 
government has already 
issued a memo allowing 
the deletion of  five cate-
gories of  private lands 
from the prohibited list. 
He emphasized that the 
objective is to ensure 
that private landowners 
are not unnecessarily de-
prived of  their property 
rights.

During the discussion, 
Speaker Chintakayala 

Ayyanna Patrudu inter-
vened, noting that the is-
sue of  22A prohibited 
lands exists across the 
state. He urged the Min-
ister to ensure effective 
implementation of  the 
guidelines issued by the 
government to resolve 
t h e s e  l o n g - p e n d i n g 
concerns.

Minister  Ana g ani 
Satya Prasad responded 
that a dedicated team 
comprising the Special 
Chief  Secretary of  the 
Revenue Department, 

senior officials, and him-
self  has been conducting 
regular reviews to ad-
dress the 22A land issues 
in a coordinated manner. 
He added that Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu has directed the 
department to resolve 
the matter in a way that 
safeguards the interests 
of  the poor and ensures 
that common citizens do 
not suffer losses.

To expedite the pro-
cess at the district level, 
In-charge Ministers and 

District Collectors will 
undertake a special drive 
to implement govern-
ment guidelines for re-
moving eligible lands 
from the 22A prohibited 
list.

Replying to a question 
regarding alleged en-
croachments on govern-
ment land in Survey No. 
22 of  Ramannapalem vil-
lage in Tiruvuru man-
dal, the Minister stated 
that court cases are cur-
rently pending concern-
ing those lands and that 

the government must 
await the judicial verdict 
before taking further 
action.

On another  issue 
raised by BJP MLA Vish-
nu Kumar Raju regard-
ing the sale of  lands as-
signed to ex-servicemen 
in Visakhapatnam, the 
Minister clarified that 
such lands can be sold by 
the beneficiaries or their 
legal heirs after a period 
of  ten years. However, if  
the assigned lands con-
tain water bodies or wa-
ter resources, they must 
be protected in accord-
ance with Supreme 
Court and High Court 
judgments and govern-
ment orders. Such lands 
have therefore been in-
cluded in the prohibited 
list to ensure environ-
m e n t a l  a n d  l e g a l 
compliance.

The Minister reiterat-
ed the gover nment’s 
commitment to balanc-
ing property rights, envi-
ronmental protection, 
and social justice while 
addressing the long-
standing 22A land con-
cerns across the state.

Process to Remove Lands from 22A Prohibited List to Be Further 
Simplified: Anagani Satya Prasad

Amaravati, 18-02-2026 | 
TPN Bureau:

Amaravati, Febru-
ary 18: The Govern-
ment  o f  Andhra 
Pradesh has decided 
to strengthen the ani-
mal husbandry sector 
by providing quality 
generic veterinary 
medicines to live-
stock farmers at af-
fordable prices. Min-
ister for Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry 
and Dairy Develop-
m e n t ,  K i n j a r ap u 
Atchannaidu,  an-
nounced that the gov-
ernment is fulfilling 
its 2024 election mani-
festo promise to sup-
ply subsidized medi-
cines to livestock 
rearers.

As part of  the first 
phase, the state will 
establish 150 Pashu 
Aushadhi  Vikray 
Kendras  (PAVKs) 
across various dis-
tricts. These centers 
will ensure the avail-
ability of  high-quali-
ty generic veterinary 
medicines at signifi-
cantly reduced pric-
es, thereby lowering 
treatment costs for 
farmers and improv-
ing access to essential 
animal healthcare 
services.

The Minister stated 
that these centers will 
be operated exclusive-
ly through village-lev-
el sheep rearing coop-
erative societies, with 
priority given to 
women members. 
This initiative is ex-
pected not only to en-
hance transparency 
and accountability 
but also to promote 
women’s participa-

tion in rural econom-
ic activities.

In aspirational dis-
tricts, each center 
will receive special 
financial assistance 
of  ₹1.5 lakh. The pro-
ject is being imple-
mented at a unit cost 
of  ₹3.61 lakh, with a 
total outlay of  ₹5.41 
crore for the initial 
phase. To ensure fi-
nancial viability, op-
erators will receive a 
20 percent incentive 
on procurement and 
storage, along with a 
20  p erce nt  sa l es 
margin.

Quality control and 
supply chain manage-
ment will be carried 
out in coordination 
with the Pharmaceu-
ticals & Medical De-
vices Bureau of  India 
(PMBI), ensuring that 
medicines meet pre-
scribed standards. 
The centers will func-
tion within the prem-
ises of  government 
veterinary hospitals, 
and all transactions 
will be conducted 
through a Point of  
Sale (POS) system to 
maintain transpar-

ency and digital 
records.

Minister Atchan-
naidu emphasized 
that this scheme will 
significantly reduce 
the financial burden 
on livestock farmers 
while ensuring time-
ly access to essential 
medicines. By lower-
ing veterinary treat-
ment expenses and 
improving service de-
livery, the initiative is 
expected to boost pro-
ductivity in the ani-
m a l  h u s b a n d r y 
sector.

Furthermore, the 
establishment  of  
these centers will cre-
ate employment op-
portunities in rural 
areas, strengthen co-
operative institu-
tions, and contribute 
to the economic em-
powerment of  live-
stock farmers. The 
government believes 
that this initiative 
will play a crucial 
role in enhancing the 
overall growth and 
sustainability of  the 
animal husbandry 
and dairy sectors in 
the state.

 Affordable Generic Veterinary Medicines 
for Livestock Farmers: 150 PAVKs to Be Set 

Up Across Andhra Pradesh

AP Panchayat Raj (Amendment) 
Bill – 2026 Passed Unanimously in 

Assembly

R&B Minister BC Janardhan Reddy Clarifies on Removal of Trees 
During Road Expansion

Amaravati, 18-02-2026 | 
TPN Bureau:    

T h e  A n d h r a 
Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly has unani-
mously passed the 
Andhra Pradesh Pan-
chayat Raj (Amend-
ment) Bill – 2026, 
marking a significant 
reform in the voter 
registration process 
for Panchayat Raj in-
stitutions. The Bill 
enables youth who at-
tain 18 years of  age to 
register as voters four 
times a year, aligning 
the state law with cen-
tral legislation.

The Bill was intro-
duced in the Assem-
bly by Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh 
on behalf  of  Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, who also 
holds the Panchayat 
Raj, Rural Develop-
ment, and Rural Wa-
ter Supply portfolios. 
The session was pre-
sided over by Deputy 
Speaker Raghu Rama 
Krishna Raju, and 
members across party 
lines welcomed the 
amendment.

Under the previous 
system, only January 
1 was considered the 
qualifying date for 
voter registration in 
Panchayat Raj institu-

tions. As a result, indi-
viduals who turned 18 
on or after January 2 
had to wait an entire 
year to exercise their 
voting rights. The 
new amendment in-
troduces four qualify-
ing dates each year—
January 1, April 1, 
July 1, and October 
1—thereby expanding 
opportunities for eli-
gible youth to enroll 
as voters without un-
necessary delay.

This reform brings 
Panchayat Raj institu-
tions in line with the 
provisions already ap-
plicable to Assembly 
and Parliamentary 
elections under cen-
tral law, as well as mu-
nicipal bodies. By syn-
ch ro n i z i n g  t h e s e 
frameworks, the state 
aims to implement a 
uniform voter list sys-
tem across all levels 
of  governance, en-
hancing administra-
tive efficiency and 
electoral consistency.

The coalition gov-
ernment led by Chief  
Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu had 
earlier promulgated 
an ordinance on De-
cember 23, 2025, to 
give effect to this re-
form. With the As-
sembly’s approval 

during the ongoing 
session, the ordi-
nance has now been 
accorded full legisla-
tive backing.

During the debate, 
MLAs Lokam Naga 
Madhavi (Nellimar-
la), N. Eswara Rao 
( E t c h e r l a ) ,  a n d 
Gorantla Butchaiah 
Chowdary (Rajama-
hendravaram Rural) 
participated actively. 
They emphasized the 
need to eliminate ir-
regularities in voter 
l i s t s  a n d  e n s u re 
transparency in the 
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d 
maintenance of  elec-
toral rolls. Respond-
ing to their sugges-
t i o n s ,  M i n i s t e r 
Durgesh assured the 
House that the recom-
mendations would be 
conveyed to Deputy 
C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Pawan Kalyan for due 
consideration.

De puty Speaker 
Raghu Rama Krishna 
Raju for mally an-
nounced the unani-
mous passage of  the 
Bill, describing it as a 
progressive and his-
toric decision that 
strengthens demo-
cratic participation 
and promotes elector-
al transparency in ru-
ral governance.
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Rajamahendravaram, Feb 18

Senior political leader 
Ambati Rambabu, a 
prominent figure in 
Andhra Pradesh politics, 
was released from Rajah-
mundry Central Jail on 
Wednesday after being 
granted bail. Rambabu, 
who had been in judicial 
custody for nearly three 
weeks in connection 
with the Sankranti 
Lucky Draw case, made 
candid remarks about 
his time in prison, de-
scribing the experience 
as mostly enjoyable — 
except for one minor 
difficulty.

Speaking to the media 
immediately after his re-
lease, Rambabu said he 
had not faced major 
hardships during his 
stay in custody. “The 
only inconvenience I 
faced was slipping in the 
bathroom,” he remarked, 
adding with a lightheart-
ed tone that overall, the 
experience was manage-
able and had given him a 
chance to reflect. He not-
ed that while he had to 
adjust to prison food and 
the strict daily routine, it 
was an experience he 
could now look back on 
without complaint.

Despite his casual re-
marks, Rambabu ex-
pressed deep concern 
over political targeting. 

He alleged that his arrest 
was part of  a broader 
strategy by the ruling 
coalition to suppress op-
position voices. He criti-
cized what he described 
as attacks on his home 
and family during his pe-
riod in custody and 
claimed that law enforce-
ment did not intervene 
when his residence was 
vandalized, highlighting 

what he called a lapse in 
gover nance and law 
enforcement.

Rambabu’s supporters 
and party colleagues 
gathered at the jail to 
welcome him, demon-
strating the leader’s en-
during influence in the 
region. Upon his release, 
he reiterated his com-
mitment to continuing 
his political work with 

renewed energy, assert-
ing that neither arrests 
nor legal cases would de-
ter him from pursuing 
his goals or represent-
ing his constituency.

 During his interac-
tion with the media, 
Rambabu also acknowl-
edged that while jail life 
was restrictive, it of-
fered him time for intro-
spection and planning. 

He humorously admit-
ted that, as someone ac-
customed to a different 
lifestyle, prison meals 
were the only part of  
the experience he did 
not enjoy, but he quickly 
added that such discom-
forts were minor com-
pared to the larger pur-
pose of  serving the 
public and fighting for 
his political beliefs.

The release of  Ambati 
Rambabu marks the lat-
est chapter in his ongo-
ing political career, 
which has been marked 
by active involvement in 
regional protests, legal 
challenges, and public 
advocacy. Following his 
r e l e a s e ,  R a m b a b u 
pledged to remain fully 
engaged in political ac-
tivities, emphasizing 
that he would continue 
to challenge policies 
and decisions of  the 
current administration 
while maintaining his 
commitment to his sup-
p o r t e r s  a n d  p a r t y 
agenda.

With  his  re lease, 
Rambabu retur ns to 
public life, ready to re-
sume his active role in 
Andhra Pradesh poli-
tics, with a focus on 
both advocacy and con-
stituency work, signal-
ing that his political 
journey is far from over.

Vijayawada, Feb 18, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Former Member of  
Parliament N. Undaval-
l i  Arun Kumar has 
lauded Andhra Pradesh 
minister Nara Lokesh 
for standing up in sup-
port of  a Muslim ven-
dor who recently faced 
harassment amid com-
munal tensions. Arun 
Ku m a r  h i g h l i g h t e d 
Lokesh’s intervention 
as a positive example of  
leadership that pro-
motes social harmony 
a n d  s a f e g u a r d s 
livelihoods.

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y 
arose when Shaiksha 
Vali, a Muslim vendor 
from Kurnool, was al-
legedly harassed over 
his traditional food 
items during a festival. 
Lokesh publicly con-
demned the harass-
ment, emphasizing that 
divisive behavior has 
no place in society and 
expressing solidarity 
with the vendor. Arun 
Kumar described Loke-
sh’s action as a signifi-
cant gesture, reflecting 
leadership that values all 
communities irrespec-
tive of  religion.

During a media inter-
action in Rajahmundry, 
Arun Kumar also criti-
cized the slow pace of  
implementing develop-
ment promises made to 
Andhra Pradesh. He 
urged state leadership to 
ensure the release of  
pending funds and called 
for legal action in cases 
concerning the state’s 
rights, including ap-
pointing a dedicated law-
yer for representation in 
the Supreme Court.

   
He further suggested 

relocating major corpo-

rate headquarters from 
Hyderabad to Amaravati 
to boost the capital re-
gion’s growth. Arun Ku-
mar also touched upon 
other sensitive issues, 
cautioning against po-
liticizing matters like 
temple-related contro-
versies and stressing 
that decisions should 
be based on facts rath-
e r  t h a n  e l e c t o r a l 
calculations.

The praise for Lokesh 
has resonated across po-
litical circles, with many 
seeing it as an important 
step toward promoting 

communal harmony and 
standing up for vulnera-
ble communities. Arun 
Kumar’s comments un-
derline the need for lead-
ers to act decisively 
against discrimination 
while also focusing on 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
governance.

By supporting the 
Muslim vendor and con-
demning harassment, 
Lokesh’s stance has been 
interpreted as a message 
that inclusivity and re-
spect for all citizens re-
main a priority, even in 
the face of  social and po-

litical challenges. Arun 
Kumar’s remarks high-
light the importance of  
political accountability 
and proactive leadership 
in addressing communi-
ty tensions, ensuring jus-
tice, and fostering a co-
hesive society.

T his  e pisode  has 
drawn attention to the 
responsibilities of  elect-
ed officials to protect cit-
izens’ rights and uphold 
social cohesion, setting 
an example for how lead-
ership can contribute 
positively in times of  
communal sensitivity.

Ramachandrapuram, Feb 18 | 
TPN Bureau

In a significant initia-
tive to tackle unemploy-
ment among youth, the 
Vasamsetti Foundation, 
under the leadership of  
Vasamsetti Satyam, in 
collaboration with State 
Labour Minister Vasam-
setti Subhash, will or-
ganize the 36th Job Fair 
at Ramachandrapuram 
Upadhibhavan on Sun-
day, February 22. The 
event is scheduled to be-
gin at 10 a.m., providing 
a platform for eligible 
candidates to secure em-
ployment in reputed 
companies with attrac-
tive benefits.

The job fair targets 
young job seekers aged 
18 to 27 with educational 
qualifications ranging 
from 10th grade, Inter-
mediate, Degree, ITI, and 
Diploma. The fair will 
conduct interviews for 
positions in the produc-
tion departments of  
leading companies, in-

cluding TNECO, Yanmar, 
Amber, and Mitosi BC 
Electric, offering oppor-
tunities in Chennai and 
Bengaluru. Selected can-
didates will receive a 
monthly salary between 
₹16,000 and ₹18,000, along 
with meals and transpor-
tation facilities during 
shift hours.

Speaking about the in-
itiative, Vasamsetti Saty-
am, head of  the Vasam-
s e t t i  F o u n d a t i o n , 
emphasized that the 
foundation has consist-
ently worked to empower 
youth through skill de-
velopment and employ-
ment opportunities. “We 
are committed to creat-
ing platfor ms where 
young people can direct-
ly engage with compa-
nies offering genuine ca-
reer prospects. This job 
fair is part of  our ongo-
ing mission to reduce un-
employment and support 
local talent,” he said.

The Vasamsetti Foun-
dation, renowned for its 

social welfare programs, 
has been actively part-
nering with government 
agencies and private en-
terprises to bridge the 
gap between skilled 
youth and industry de-
mands. This job fair is 
one of  the many initia-
tives undertaken by the 
foundation to ensure 
that the next generation 
has access to meaningful 
employment and sus-
tainable livelihoods.

Officials highlighted 
that the event will follow 
a well-organized sched-
ule, ensuring smooth in-
terviews and proper 
management of  attend-
ees. Candidates are en-
couraged to attend early 
and carry all necessary 
documents to maximize 
t h e i r  c h a n c e s  o f  
selection.

For more information, 
interested candidates 
can contact 9515481671. 
The Vasamsetti Founda-
tion urged all eligible un-
employed youth to make 

full use of  this opportu-
nity, stressing that initia-
tives like this can pro-
vide a strong start to 
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
careers.

This event marks a sig-
nificant step in the foun-

dation’s efforts to pro-
mote employment and 
economic empower-
ment, demonstrating the 
impact of  public-private 
collaboration in address-
ing regional unemploy-
ment challenges.

Vasamsetti Foundation to Host Job Fair in Ramachandrapuram on 
February 22

Vijayawada, Feb 18 | TPN 
Bureau

A fresh political 
c o n t r o ve r s y  h a s 
emerged in Andhra 
Pradesh after senior 
YSR Congress Party 
l e a d e r  B o t s a 
Satyanarayana re-
ceived a legal notice 
from Heritage Foods 
over remarks related 
to the Tirumala ghee 
supply issue.

The notice was is-
sued following state-
ments made by Botsa 
Satyanarayana alleg-
ing links between the 
company and the sup-
ply of  ghee to Tiru-
mala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams through a 
third-party dairy 
firm. Heritage Foods 
has strongly objected 
to the comments, 
terming them defam-
atory and mislead-
ing. The company re-
portedly demanded 
that the remarks be 
withdrawn and a pub-
lic clarification be is-
sued, failing which it 
may pursue further 
legal action.

The controversy 
stems from the ongo-
ing political debate 
surrounding the pro-
curement of  ghee for 
temple use, which 
has already led to 

heated exchanges 
between the ruling 
coalition and the op-
p o s i t i o n .  B o t s a 
Satyanarayana had 
r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s, 
claiming there were 
ir re gularities and 
s e e k i n g  g r e a t e r 
transparency regard-
ing the supply chain 
a n d  c o n t r a c t u a l 
arrangements.

In response, repre-
sentatives of  Herit-
age Foods clarified 
that the company has 
no direct role in sup-
plying ghee to TTD 
and denied any own-
ership or operational 
involvement with the 
firm mentioned in 
the allegations. They 
maintained that the 
s tatements  made 
against the company 
were unfounded and 
have af fected its 
reputation.

The issue quickly 
gained political trac-
tion, with leaders 
from the ruling side 
accusing the opposi-
tion of  making un-
verified claims for 
political mileage, 
while  opposit ion 
leaders argued that 
raising questions 
about procurement 
practices was part 
of  their responsibil-

i ty  to  ensure ac-
countability in pub-
l ic  and religious 
institutions.

Political analysts 
say the legal notice 
has added a new di-
mension to the dis-
pute, shifting it from 
a purely political con-
frontation to a poten-
tial legal battle. They 
note that such devel-
opments often inten-
sify public attention 
and could prolong the 
controversy, especial-
ly if  the matter esca-
lates further.

S o  f a r,  B o t s a 
Satyanarayana has 
not issued a detailed 
public response to 
the notice.  Party 
sources, however, in-
dicated that he is like-
ly to consult legal ex-
perts before deciding 
his next course of  
action.

The episode has 
once again brought 
the spotlight on gov-
ernance, transparen-
cy, and political rhet-
oric in the state. With 
both sides standing 
firm on their posi-
tions, the issue is ex-
pected to remain a 
key talking point in 
Andhra Pradesh poli-
tics in the coming 
days.

Legal Notice to Botsa Satyanarayana 
Triggers Political Stir

AP Tourism Marks Golden Jubilee: Kandula 
Durgesh Highlights Five Decades of 

Progress

Arun Kumar Praises Nara Lokesh for Supporting Muslim 
Vendor

Vijayawada, 18-02-2026 | 
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (APTDC) 
celebrated its 50th an-
niversary with gran-
deur at Bhavani Is-
land in Vijayawada, 
with Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh 
as the chief  guest. The 
event highlighted five 
decades of  significant 
contributions toward 
positioning Andhra 
Pradesh as a promi-
nent tourism destina-
tion on the global 
map.

The celebrations be-
gan with a ceremonial 
lighting of  the lamp 
followed by the unveil-
ing of  the APTDC 
Golden Jubilee logo 
by Minister Durgesh. 
Accompanied by APT-
D C  C h a i r m a n 
Nookasani Balaji and 
MD Amrapali Kat, 
Minister Durgesh re-
leased balloons into 
the sky, symbolizing 
APTDC’s journey and 
future aspirations. 
The event also fea-
tured a showcase of  
APTDC’s five-decade-
l o n g  l e g a cy  a n d 
achievements in tour-
ism infrastructure 
and initiatives.

Minister Durgesh 
emphasized that since 
its inception on Feb-
ruary 18, 1976, with a 
modest capital of  Rs. 

13 lakh, APTDC has 
grown steadily, at-
tracting investments 
worth Rs. 20,088 crore 
a n d  g e n e r a t i n g 
1,22,637 employment 
opportunities over the 
past 50 years. He high-
lighted the govern-
ment’s focus on di-
v e r s e  t o u r i s m 
segments including 
temple, eco, adven-
ture, heritage, well-
ness, medical, cul-
t u r a l ,  f i l m ,  a n d 
c r u i s e  t o u r i s m , 
alongside innovative 
programs such as 
homestays, tent cit-
ies, caravans, and 
floating houseboats.

The minister noted 
the robust backing of  
the state government 
under Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu 
and Deputy Chief  
Minister Pawan Kaly-
an, including the re-
lease of  the new Tour-
ism Policy 2024-29 and 
attractive incentives 
for investors. He de-
scribed APTDC as a 
market creator, bring-
ing tourism infra-
structure to remote 
regions like Srisail-
am, Araku, and Gan-
dikota, which private 
investors had previ-
ously avoided.

Minister Durgesh 
also praised APTDC 
staff  for their dedica-
tion during crises like 
COVID-19, ensuring 

essential services to 
quarantine centers 
and hospitals. The 
contributions of  em-
ployees who lost their 
lives in service were 
honored with a two-
minute silence, and 
assurances were giv-
en to support their 
families.

Looking forward, 
the minister outlined 
p l a n s  u n d e r  t h e 
“ S w a r n a  A n d h r a 
2047” vision, target-
ing further invest-
ment projects, inno-
v a t i v e  t o u r i s m 
experiences such as 
sea cruises, helitours, 
adventure sports, and 
new employment op-
portunities. He reiter-
ated that tourism re-
mains the state’s top 
priority and urged 
employees to actively 
participate in APT-
D C ’ s  c o n t i n u e d 
growth.

The event conclud-
ed with cultural pro-
grams on Bhavani Is-
land,  reco gnizing 
talented children and 
celebrating APTDC’s 
journey. High-rank-
ing tourism officials, 
MD Amrapali Kat, re-
tired employees, and 
current staff  partici-
pated in the jubilee 
festivities, reflecting 
on the past achieve-
ments and future as-
p i r at i o n s  o f  t h e 
organization.

Ambati Rambabu Released from Jail, Says He “Enjoyed” 
the Experience Except for One Thing
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Job Mela for Unemployed Youth at Sri Krishnaveni Degree 
College, Penamaluru – February 21, 2026

Vijayawada, 18.02.2026 TPN bureau :

The District Collector of  Krishna Dis-
trict, D.K. Balaji, has announced a signifi-
cant employment initiative for unemployed 
youth in the Penamaluru constituency. A 
Job Mela is scheduled to be held on Satur-
day, February 21, 2026, at Sri Krishnaveni 
Degree College, located on Tadigadapa–Po-
ranki 100 Feet Road. The event is organized 
under the aegis of  the Andhra Pradesh 
State Skill Development Corporation 
(APSSDC) to bridge the gap between job 
seekers and potential employers by provid-
ing a platform where candidates can direct-
ly interact with companies offering suitable 
employment opportunities. This step is 
part of  the state government’s ongoing ef-
forts to enhance youth employability and 
provide access to well-paying jobs, thereby 
promoting skill development and economic 
growth in the region.

Over 16 reputed companies from various 
sectors will participate in the Job Mela, en-
suring a diverse range of  employment op-
portunities. The participating companies 
include prominent names such as Kia In-
dia, Efftronics Systems Pvt. Ltd., Axis 
Bank, Muthoot Finance Ltd., Joyalukkas 
India Ltd., Hetero Labs, Tata Electronics 
Ltd., Dominer Interiors, Astrazen India 
Pvt. Ltd., Bharat Bank Housing Financial 
Services Pvt. Ltd., Big C Mobiles, Bajaj Cap-
ital, Santosh Automotors Pvt. Ltd., Just 
Dial Ltd., and ABC Panda Solutions Pvt. 
Ltd. These companies are expected to con-
duct interviews and select candidates for 

various positions in line with their recruit-
ment needs. The presence of  such well-es-
tablished organizations provides a unique 
opportunity for youth to access high-quali-
ty employment with competitive salaries 
and benefits.

Eligible candidates for the Job Mela in-
clude individuals aged between 18 and 35 
years who have completed education levels 
ranging from 10th grade, Intermediate, ITI, 
Diploma, Degree, B.Tech, or Post-Graduate 
qualifications. The District Skill Develop-
ment Officer, Dr. P. Naresh Kumar, empha-

sized that candidates should take full ad-
vantage of  this opportunity by arriving 
prepared with the necessary documents, 
which include a resume or biodata, Aad-
haar card and linked mobile number, PAN 
card, and xerox copies of  relevant 
certificates.

Candidates are also required to register 
online in advance at https://naipunyam.
ap.gov.in to ensure their eligibility and 
streamline the interview process. The Dis-
trict Collector urged all unemployed youth 
to make full use of  this event, highlighting 
the importance of  early preparation and 
participation. He also encouraged media 
coverage to reach as many prospective can-
didates as possible. The Job Mela repre-
sents a focused effort to provide employ-
ment solutions, reduce unemployment, and 
empower youth with opportunities for ca-
reer growth in both private and corporate 
sectors.

By attending this Job Mela, unemployed 
youth will not only have the chance to se-
cure stable employment but also gain expo-
sure to industry expectations, workplace 
culture, and potential career advancement. 
The initiative underscores the govern-
ment’s commitment to skill development, 
youth empowerment, and inclusive eco-
nomic growth in the region. It is a crucial 
step toward connecting the state’s talented 
workforce with high-demand sectors, pro-
viding meaningful employment opportuni-
ties, and contributing to overall socio-eco-
nomic development.

Amarvathi 18.02.2026 TPN bureau :

Vijayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner Dhyana 
Chandra conducted a review 
meeting on tax collections with 
Circle-1 revenue officials on 
Wednesday evening at the Cir-
cle-1 office in Chittinagar. The 
meeting was held under the su-
pervision of  Deputy Commis-
sioner (Revenue) G. Srujana 
and Zonal Commissioner 
Ramya Keerthana.

During the meeting, the Com-
missioner reviewed the pro-
gress of  tax collections within 
Circle-1 limits and instructed 
Revenue Inspectors and Admin-
istrative Secretaries to intensi-
fy efforts to improve collection 
performance. He emphasized 
that special focus should be 
placed on the collection of  va-
cant land tax, noting that tax 
revenue plays a crucial role in 
urban development and the de-
livery of  civic services.

As part of  an ongoing tax re-
covery drive across all three cir-
cles under the municipal corpo-

ration, authorities are actively 
collecting pending dues related 
to property tax, vacant land tax, 
water tax, and drainage tax. 
The Commissioner stated that 
legal action is being initiated 
against chronic defaulters in 
accordance with the provisions 
of  the Andhra Pradesh Munici-
pal Corporation Act. Although 
statutory notices were issued 
in advance, strict measures 
are now being taken against 
those who failed to clear their 

dues.
As part of  the enforcement 

drive, shops and a function 
hall in Circle-1 with pending 
arrears amounting to ₹7 lakh 
were sealed. In Circle-2, a 
drainage connection was dis-
connected in the Nandamuri 
Nagar area due to non-pay-
ment of  dues. Officials clari-
fied that in cases of  continued 
default, water supply and 
drainage connections will be 
removed and properties may 

be attached as per le g al 
provisions.

With the financial year 2025-
26 nearing completion, the 
state government has directed 
municipal bodies to achieve 
100 percent revenue collection 
targets. In compliance with 
these instructions, the Vi-
jayawada Municipal Corpora-
tion is intensifying its tax re-
covery drive across Circles 1, 
2, and 3. Authorities warned 
that strict action will continue 
against habitual defaulters, in-
cluding disconnection of  civic 
services and property attach-
ment where necessary.

The Commissioner urged all 
taxpayers within Vijayawada 
city limits to clear their pend-
ing dues at VMC cash counters 
and cooperate with the munic-
ipal administration for the 
city’s development.

Assistant Commissioner 
A.U.B. Sharma, Revenue In-
spectors, and Administrative 
Secretaries also participated 
in the review meeting.

Review Meeting on Tax Collections with Circle-1 Revenue 
Staff

Amarvathi 18.02.2026 TPN bu-
reau :

The District Fire Officer 
of  Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation, Maladri, em-
phasized that fire preven-
tion measures must be 
strictly implemented to 
avoid accidents. Acting on 
the instructions of  Com-
missioner Dhyana Chan-
dra, a surprise inspection 
was conducted on Wednes-
day morning at Sudha 
Fertility Center located on 
M.G. Road in Vijayawada.

During the field-level in-
spection, officials exam-
ined whether adequate 
fire safety equipment and 
preventive systems were 
available at the facility. 
They verified the presence 
and operational condition 
of  fire extinguishers and 
other safety mechanisms, 
and assessed whether the 
staff  were aware of  their 
proper usage.

The Fire Officer inter-
acted with the manage-
ment and staff  of  the fer-
tility center to evaluate 
their preparedness in 
case of  a fire emergency. 
In addition to reviewing 
safety arrangements, of-
ficials provided on-the-
spot guidance about es-

s e n t i a l  p r e v e n t i v e 
measures to minimize fire 
risks. They also conduct-
ed a brief  demonstration 
and practical training ses-
sion to ensure that staff  
members understood how 
to operate fire safety 
equipment effectively 
during emergencies.

Maladri stressed that 
hospitals, clinics, and oth-
er commercial establish-
ments must strictly ad-
here to fire safety norms, 
as negligence can result 
in severe loss of  life and 
property. He noted that 
regular inspections and 
awareness programs are 
being carried out across 
the city to ensure compli-
a n c e  w i t h  s a f e t y 
regulations.

Station Fire Officer 
Naresh and fire depart-
ment personnel partici-
pated in the inspection 
and awareness program.

The Fire Department 
reiterated that such sur-
prise inspections will con-
tinue in the interest of  
public safety and urged 
all establishments to 
maintain functional fire 
safety systems and con-
duct regular internal safe-
ty drills. 

Fire Safety Measures Must Be Strictly Followed: 
District Fire Officer Maladri 

Vijayawada, 18.02.2026 TPN bureau :

Vijayawada MP Kesineni Srinivas 
has announced plans to set up Com-
mon Facility Centers (CFCs) to sup-
port women entrepreneurs trained 
under the National Institute for Ru-
ral Development (NIRD) in Hy-
derabad. These centers aim to pro-
vide women with the resources and 
infrastructure required to produce 
and market their products efficient-
ly, fostering self-employment and 
economic independence. The initia-
tive is being implemented through 
the Kesineni Foundation, in align-
ment with Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu’s vision of  nurtur-
i n g  h o m e g r o w n  w o m e n 
entrepreneurs. MP Kesineni em-
phasized that the centers will pro-
vide not only production facilities 
but also marketing and logistical 
support to ensure that women can 
scale their businesses effectively.

A meeting was held at the Vi-
jayawada Parliamentary Office in 
Gurunanak Colony, NTR Bhavan, 
with seven groups of  women 
trained in various skill areas, in-
cluding millets, garments and leath-
er products, natural farming, honey 
processing, jute and cotton bags, 
and herbal products. During the ses-
sion, the women showcased the 
products they had prepared and dis-
cussed the quality and safety meas-
ures they had adopted. MP Kesineni 
inquired about raw material pro-
curement, production capacity, and 
product standards to understand 
the challenges and suppor t 
required.

The women requested assistance 
in sourcing raw materials, access to 
machinery for large-scale produc-
tion, and help with marketing their 
finished products. MP Kesineni as-

sured them that the CFCs would ad-
dress these needs, providing shared 
facilities for groups producing simi-
lar items. He highlighted that these 
centers would accelerate produc-
tion, reduce individual costs, and 
increase efficiency, allowing women 
to emerge as successful industrial 
entrepreneurs.

Speaking at the event, NTR Dis-
trict PD RD&E official Nanchari 
Reddy guided the women on locat-
ing high-quality raw materials and 
navigating production and market-
ing challenges. He assured that on-
going support would be provided for 
both manufacturing and selling the 
products. MP Kesineni encouraged 
the women to take full advantage of  
the resources and grow their ven-
tures sustainably, emphasizing that 
the initiative was designed to create 
economically empowered women 
who can compete successfully in the 
industrial sector.

The event was attended by other 
key coordinators and officials, in-
cluding Songa Sanjay Verma (Rural 
Coordinator, NIRD NTR District), 
Vallabhneni Narasimhachowdary 
(Urban Coordinator, NIRD NTR Dis-
trict), and joint chairpersons Kan-
dula Kalpana and Suhasini L. The 
initiative marks a significant step 
toward enhancing women’s partici-
pation in entrepreneurship, foster-
ing self-reliance, and creating em-
ployment opportunities while 
promoting skill development across 
multiple sectors.

The CFCs will serve as a vital 
platform to enable women to pro-
duce, market, and sell high-quality 
products, bridging the gap between 
training and sustainable enterprise, 
and empowering them to achieve fi-
nancial independence.

Empowering Women Entrepreneurs Through 
Common Facility Centers in Vijayawada

Teachers’ Unions Demand Immediate 
Constitution of 12th PRC and 29% Interim 

Relief in Andhra Pradesh

Amarvathi 18.02.2026 TPN bureau : 

Teachers’ unions in Andhra 
Pradesh have intensified their agi-
tation, demanding the immediate 
constitution of  the 12th Pay Revi-
sion Commission (PRC) and the an-
nouncement of  29 percent Interim 
Relief  (IR). They have also called for 
the immediate release of  four pend-
ing Dearness Allowance (DA) in-
stallments. The unions warned that 
if  the government fails to announce 
the PRC during the ongoing Assem-
bly sessions, they will organize a 
“Chalo Assembly” protest.

Protests were staged at Dharna 
Chowk in Vijayawada, where a 
large number of  teachers from 
across the state participated in the 
“Ranabheri 2.0” program organized 
by the United Teachers Federation 
(UTF). The union demanded the ap-
pointment of  a Chairman for the 
long-pending 12th PRC and insisted 
that the IR be fixed at 29 percent. 
They also urged the government to 
clear four pending DA arrears 
without further delay.

Union leaders criticized the gov-
ernment for not mentioning PRC or 
IR provisions in the state budget. 
They expressed disappointment 
that while heated debates are tak-
ing place in the Legislative Assem-
bly and Legislative Council on oth-
er issues, employees’ and teachers’ 
long-pending concerns are not re-
ceiving adequate attention.

PDF MLC Borra Gopimurthy de-

manded that the government re-
solve teachers’ and employees’ is-
sues  immediately  af ter  the 
Ranabheri program. He empha-
sized that ensuring employee wel-
fare is the responsibility of  the gov-
er nment. For mer MLC K. S. 
Lakshmana Rao suggested that the 
government should take proactive 
steps to address these demands be-
fore the agitation escalates into an-
other major movement similar to 
previous protests.

Leaders recalled that in earlier 
PRCs, employees and teachers se-
cured improved benefits only 
through sustained struggles. For-
mer MLC I. V. Rao criticized the 
11th PRC, calling it unfavorable to 
employees, and urged unions to 
prepare for united action to achieve 
a fair 12th PRC.

UTF state  president  Ven-
kateswarlu and general secretary 
Prasad pointed out that although 
the 12th PRC was due for imple-
mentation from July 2023, even a 
Chairman has not yet been ap-
pointed. They alleged that promis-
es made before the elections re-
garding timely DA payments and 
improved PRC benefits have not 
been fulfilled even after 20 months 
in office.

The unions stated that if  the gov-
ernment does not respond positive-
ly, they are prepared to announce a 
roadmap for intensified agitation to 
secure their legitimate demands. 

Manipal Hospitals Vijayawada Wins 
Customer Service Award

Vijayawada, February 18, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Manipal Hospitals in Vijayawada 
has been honored with the “Best 
Customer Service in Healthcare” 
award at the Business Leader of  the 
Year 2026 (24th Edition), recogniz-
ing its outstanding commitment to 
patient-centric care and service 
excellence.

The award ceremony was held at 
Taj Lands End, where the recogni-
tion was presented with support 
from World Health and Wellness 
Congress. The accolade acknowl-
edges the hospital’s consistent focus 
on patient welfare and its efforts to 
enhance the overall healthcare 
experience.

Hospital Director J. Ramanjaneya 
Reddy accepted the award on behalf  
of  the Vijayawada unit. The selec-
tion was based on several key per-
formance indicators, including pa-
tient satisfaction scores, online 
reviews, innovative service initia-
tives, structured feedback mecha-
nisms, and an effective grievance 
redressal system.

One of  the major contributors to 
this recognition is the hospital’s 
flagship initiative, Manipal Patient 
Pulse. The program is designed to 
identify patient concerns in real 
time and address them promptly, en-

suring that every patient leaves the 
hospital with a positive experience. 
The initiative has played a crucial 
role in improving service quality 
and strengthening patient trust.

Speaking on the occasion, Ra-
manjaneya Reddy said the award is 
a proud moment for the entire team 
and reaffirms the hospital’s philos-
ophy that patients are not just num-
bers but individuals who deserve 
compassion, respect, and timely 
care. He emphasized that the recog-
nition belongs to every member of  
the hospital—from doctors and 
nurses to patient care coordinators 
and support staff—whose collective 
efforts drive service excellence.

The recognition further reinforc-
es Manipal Hospitals Vijayawada’s 
commitment to patient-centric 
healthcare and strengthens commu-
nity confidence in its services. It 
also boosts team morale and posi-
tions the hospital as a preferred 
healthcare destination in an in-
creasingly competitive medical 
landscape.

With continued focus on innova-
tion, quality standards, and com-
passionate care, the hospital aims 
to build on this achievement and 
further enhance the patient experi-
ence in the years ahead.
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Amaravati, 18-02-2026 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh 
Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority (APCR-
DA) successfully con-
ducted an e-lottery at its 
Rayapudi Project Office 
to allocate returnable 
residential and commer-
cial plots to eligible 
farmers from Amarava-
ti. The initiative aims to 
provide farmers with eq-
uitable access to plots in 
the capital region while 
ensuring a transparent 
a n d  f a i r  a l l o t m e n t 
process.

During the e-lottery, a 
total of  151 returnable 
plots were allotted to 77 
farmers, comprising 80 
residential and 71 com-
mercial plots. The allot-
ments were distributed 
across the Dry and Ja-
reebu categories. Under 
the Dry category, 53 plots 
were allotted to 35 farm-
ers, including 31 residen-
tial and 22 commercial 
plots. The Jareebu cate-
gory saw 98 plots allotted 
to 42 farmers, with 49 
residential and 49 com-
mercial plots. The desig-
nated villages for the al-
l o t m e n t s  i n c l u d e d 
Undavalli, Penumaka, 
L i n g aya p a l e m ,  U d -
d a n d a r ay a n i p a l e m , 
Rayapudi ,  Venkata-
palem, and Mandadam.

The e-lottery was con-
ducted using an online 
randomized system to 
maintain transparency. 
A trial run was held be-
fore the live draw to en-
sure all participants un-
derstood the process. 
Beneficiary far mers 
were present during the 
lottery, and provisional 
allotment certificates 
were issued immediately 
after the draw.

Addressing the benefi-
ciaries, Special Grade 
Deputy Collector (Capi-

tal City), APCRDA, Sri 
Vasantharayudu, em-
phasized the importance 
of  completing the regis-
tration process promptly. 
He assured farmers that 
GIS personnel and vil-
lage surveyors have been 
deployed to help them lo-
cate their plots accurate-
ly and understand the 
exact boundaries of  
their allotments.

The event was attend-
ed by Planning Director 
Sri B. Suresh Kumar, 
Special Deputy Collec-

tors Sri A.G. Chin-
nikrishna, M. Seshired-
d y ,  a n d  K . S . 
Bhag yarekha, along 
with several APCRDA of-
ficials and staff. The al-
lotment process under-
s c o r e s  A P C R D A’ s 
commitment to provid-
ing structured urban de-
velopment opportunities 
while prioritizing the 
welfare of  farmers in the 
capital region.

This initiative marks 
another step in empow-
ering Amaravati farm-

ers by offering them 
well-planned plots in 
both residential and 
commercial categories, 
reinforcing the vision of  
an organized, sustaina-
ble, and farmer-inclusive 
capital city development 
model.

The APCRDA has reit-
erated its commitment to 
ensuring timely support 
and assistance to all ben-
eficiaries to complete le-
gal formalities and facili-
tate smooth registration 
of  their allotted plots.

APCRDA Allots 151 Returnable Plots to Eligible Amaravati 
Farmers via e-Lottery

Rajahmundry, Feb 18 | TPN 
Bureau

Rajahmundry: Rajah-
mundry Rural MLA B. 
Balaramakrishna met 
Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter Nara Lokesh in Am-
aravati to present a de-
tailed memorandum 
outlining key develop-
ment priorities for his 
constituency. The pro-
posals covered educa-
tion, skill development, 
infrastructure, and in-
formation technology 
initiatives aimed at com-
prehensive re gional 
growth.

During the meeting, 
MLA Balaramakrishna 
emphasized the need to 
expand educational fa-
cilities in the Rajahmun-
dry–Korukonda region. 
He requested the estab-
lishment of  degree col-
leges and highlighted the 
shortage of  intermediate 
colleges in areas includ-
i n g  G a d a r a d a , 
Srikrishnapatnam, Div-
ancheru, and Rajahmun-
dry. The memorandum 
suggested upgrading ex-

isting institutions, such 
a s  P u nya k s h e t r a m , 
Gadala, and Tungapadu, 
to full-fledged intermedi-
ate colleges. He also re-
minded Minister Lokesh 
that these proposals had 
previously been submit-
ted to Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu.

Focusing on youth 
employment, the MLA 
proposed setting up a 
polytechnic college, ITI 
(Industrial Training In-
stitute), and an STPI 
(Software Technology 

Parks of  India) center 
within the constituency. 
He stressed the impor-
tance of  establishing an 
IT hub, advanced train-
ing institutes, and skill 
development centers to 
provide strong technical 
and vocational founda-
tions for young people.

MLA Balaramakrish-
na also raised concerns 
regarding rural infra-
structure. He highlight-
ed the need for cell tow-
e r  i n s t a l l at i o n s  i n 
Mukkinaad and Rad-

heyapalem villages to 
prevent rural youth 
from being left behind 
in the digital age.

 The implementation 
challenges of  the state’s 
f l a g s h i p  p r o g r a m , 
“Manabadi  –  Mana 
Bhavishyathu,” were 
also discussed.  The 
MLA requested im-
provements in school in-
frastructure and faster 
teacher recruitment to 
ensure the program’s 
objectives are fully 
realized.

Addressing irregulari-
ties at Adikavi Nannaya 
University, which over-
sees over 400 affiliated 
colleges in East and West 
Godavari districts, Bal-
aramakrishna called for 
a thorough investigation 
into reported corruption 
and financial discrepan-
cies. He also requested 
the immediate comple-
tion of  pending sports 
projects at the university. 
Minister Lokesh assured 
the MLA of  a compre-
hensive probe and strict 
action against those 
found responsible.

The meeting conclud-
ed on a positive note, 
with Minister Lokesh ex-
pressing commitment to 
supporting the holistic 
development of  Rajah-
mundry Rural constitu-
ency. Constituents have 
welcomed the MLA’s pro-
active approach and the 
minister’s assurances, 
viewing this engagement 
as a significant step to-
ward progress in educa-
tion, technology, and 
infrastructure.

Srikakulam, Feb 18 | TPN 
Bureau

The much-awaited 
Chakratheertha Snan-
am (holy bath) of  Sri 
Mukhalingeswara Swa-
mi at the Sri Mukhalin-
geswara Temple in 
Jalumuru mandal, Sri-
kakulam district, was 
celebrated with gran-
deur and devotion, 
drawing lakhs of  devo-
tees to the banks of  the 
Vamsadhara River on 
Wednesday.

From early morning, 
devotees from Srikaku-
lam, Vizianagaram, 
Parvatipuram Manyam, 
Visakhapatnam, and 
even Odisha thronged 
the temple and river-
banks to participate in 
the sacred bathing ritu-
als. The air resonated 
with chants of  Shiva 
Namamsmarana (re-
membrance of  Lord Shi-
va’s name), and the flow 
of  the Vamsadhara Riv-
er seemed to echo the 
devotion of  the assem-
bled crowd.

During the event, Sri 
Mukhalingeswara Swa-
mi arrived at the river-

bank on a Nandi Vahan-
a m  ( b u l l  v e h i c l e 
procession), accompa-
nied by priests and tem-
ple staff. Devotee fami-
lies offered ceremonial 
silk garments to the 
d e i t y  b e f o r e  t h e 
priests performed the 
Chakratheertha Snan-
am. Thousands of  dev-
otees witnessed the sa-
c r e d  b a t h  a n d 
participated in wor-
ship along the river-
bank, reflecting a re-
markable blend of  faith 
and tradition.

  The temple organiz-
es a four-day festival 
every year in honor of  
Maha Shivaratri, with 
the first three days dedi-
cated to various festive 
rituals and darshan 
(viewing of  the deity). 
The fourth day culmi-

n a t e s  w i t h  t h e 
Chakratheertha Snan-
am, which attracts tens 
of  thousands of  devo-
tees from across the re-
gion. This  year,  the 
event was conducted 
under strict security 
ar rangements,  with 
authorities ensuring 
a smooth and peace-
ful celebration with-
o u t  a n y  u ntoward 
incidents.

The Sri Mukhalin-
g e s w a r a  t e m p l e ’ s 
unique festival, span-
ning multiple days of  
devotion and culminat-
ing in the holy river 
bath, remains one of  
the most prominent 
spiritual gatherings in 
the region, reflecting 
centuries-old traditions 
and the unwavering 
faith of  devotees.

Grand Celebration of Sri Mukhalingeswara 
Swami’s Chakratheertha Bathing Ceremony

Narasimhulu, Srikakulam | 
February 18 | TPN Bureau

Srikakulam dis-
trict has once again 
made its mark on the 
g l o b a l  a c a d e m i c 
stage, as local youth 
Abhi Chandra Kartik 
earned simultaneous 
admission to two of  
the world’s most pres-
tigious universities 
— the University of  
Oxford and the Lon-
don School of  Eco-
nomics (LSE). Kartik 
will pursue MPhil in 
Development Studies 
(Economics) at Ox-
ford, making him the 
first individual from 
the district to secure 
placements in Ox-
ford, LSE, and King’s 
C o l l e g e  L o n d o n 
concurrently.

Abhi Chandra Kar-
tik, son of  Nurthi 
Kalyan Babu, Coordi-
nator at the district 
hospital  (DCHS) , 
completed his school-
ing at Saint Joseph’s 
School in Srikaku-
lam. From an early 
age, he demonstrated 
exceptional academic 
aptitude, earning the 
title of  National Tal-

ent Search Examina-
tion scholar and con-
sistently ranking 
among the top stu-
dents in his cohort. 
His dedication and 
intellect set the stage 
for his remarkable in-
t e r n a t i o n a l 
achievements.

During his under-
graduate studies at 
King’s College Lon-
don, he graduated 
with first-class hon-
ors in Philosophy, 
Politics, and Econom-
ics (PPE), showcas-
ing both scholastic 
excellence and ana-
lytical rigor. Subse-
quently, Kartik was 
selected for the pres-
tigious Angelsberg 
Applied History Fel-
lowship, a program 
jointly conducted by 
Cambridge Universi-
ty and King’s College 
London, further un-
derscoring his schol-
arly distinction.

In addition to his 
academic pursuits, 
Kartik has contrib-
uted to social initia-
tives and policy en-
g a g e m e n t .  H e 
inter ned with the 

Union Minister of  
Civil Aviation, Kin-
jrapu Ram Mohan 
Naidu, as part of  the 
Politics for Impact 
program, applying 
his knowledge of  
governance and pub-
lic policy to real-
world challenges.

The news of  his in-
ternational admis-
sions has sparked 
widespread pride 
across Srikakulam, 
with educators, com-
munity leaders, and 
local residents laud-
ing his achievements. 
His success not only 
reflects his personal 
dedication but also 
serves as a beacon of  
inspiration for other 
students in the dis-
trict, demonstrating 
that talent combined 
with perseverance 
can open doors to 
global opportunities.

Abhi Chandra Kar-
tik’s accomplishment 
emphasizes the grow-
ing presence of  Indi-
an students in world-
class universities and 
highlights the aca-
demic potential that 
exists even in smaller 
towns. His journey 
from Srikakulam to 
globally recognized 
institutions like Ox-
ford, LSE, and King’s 
College London ex-
emplifies the impact 
of  sustained academ-
ic excellence and fo-
cused mentorship, 
providing a model for 
aspiring students 
across the region.

Kartik’s family, ed-
ucators, and the dis-
trict administration 
have expressed im-
mense pride in his 
achievements, mark-
ing this milestone as 
a historic moment for 
Srikakulam and the 
broader academic 
community.

Srikakulam Youth Abhi Chandra Kartik 
Secures Spots at Oxford and LSE

Grand Dwadashi Pradakshinas 
Conducted at Indrakeeladri 

Temple

Balaramakrishna Submits Key Development Proposals to 
Nara Lokesh

Vijayawada, February 18 | 
TPN Bureau

The sacred Dwa-
dashi Pradakshinas 
were celebrated with 
grandeur at the Sri 
Durga Malleswara 
Swamy Varla Dev-
asthanam atop Indra-
keeladri today. The 
ritual commenced at 7 
PM at the temple’s in-
ner sanctum, drawing 
devotees and temple 
authorities in large 
numbers.

T h e  s p i r i t u a l 
event witnessed the 
participation of  the 
Devasthanam Dhar-
m a k a r t a  B o a r d 
President, Shri Bor-
r a  R a d h a k r i s h n a 
(Gandhi) and fami-
ly,  along with the 
Temple Executive 
Of f icer (E.O.) and 
Special Grade Deputy 
Collector, Shri Ra-
machandra Seena 
Nayak and family, 
who performed the 

pradakshinas with 
deep devotion.

Several members 
of  the temple manag-
ing committee, in-
cluding Shri Avaru 
Srinivas Rao, Smt. 
Padmavathi, Smt. Sa-
rojini Padmashek-
har, and Smt. Sari-
tha, enthusiastically 
participated in the 
ceremonial circum-
ambulation, offering 
prayers and paying 
homage to the deity.

O f f i c i a l s  a n -
nounced that follow-
ing the Dwadashi 
Pradakshinas, a spe-
cial three-day Pavali 
Seva would  com-
mence at the Addala 
Mandapam, conduct-
ed in strict adherence 
to the scriptures. The 
sacred service aims 
to provide an inti-
mate spiritual experi-
ence for devotees and 
will be performed un-
der the supervision 

of  temple priests and 
administration.

The event drew a 
large gathering of  
devotees, temple of-
ficials,  and archa-
kas, reflecting the 
strong faith and vi-
brant religious tra-
ditions associated 
w i t h  I n d r a k e e -
ladri .  T he combi -
nation of  meticu-
l o u s  r i t u a l s  a n d 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  p a r-
t i c i p at i o n  u n d e r-
scored the impor-
tance of  Dwadashi 
P r a d a k s h i n a s  i n 
the spiritual calen-
dar of  the temple.

This annual cele-
bration not only pre-
serves the temple’s 
rich heritage but also 
strengthens the bond 
between the deity and 
the devotees, allow-
ing them to partake 
in the divine bless-
ings through ritualis-
tic devotion.

20-Year Jail for Man Who Deceived 
Minor in Vijayanagaram District
Vijayanagaram, Feb 18 | TPN 

Bureau

Vijayanagaram dis-
trict police have secured 
a 20-year rigorous im-
prisonment sentence for 
a man who lured a minor 
girl under the pretext of  
love and marriage. The 
accused was also fined 
₹5,000, and the victim 
has been awarded ₹5 
lakh in compensation. 
The verdict was pro-
nounced by Special POC-
SO Court Judge K. Nag-
amani on February 18, 
SP A.R. Damodhar, IPS 
confirmed.

The case, registered 
i n  M a y  2 0 2 4  a t 
Bhogapuram Police Sta-
tion, arose after a Mun-
jeru village resident re-
p o r t e d  h i s  m i n o r 
daughter missing. An 
investigation led by SI 
P. Suryakumari traced 
the girl, who stated that 
Rayapureddy Suresh 
(26) had taken her to Vi-
sakhapatnam and Hy-
derabad, deceiving her 
with promises of  mar-
riage and subjecting 
her to exploitation.

Following her state-

ment, a POCSO case 
was registered on July 
25, 2024. DSP R. Govin-
darao led the investiga-
tion, resulting in the ar-
rest of  the accused and 
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  a 
chargesheet. The court 
found sufficient evi-
dence and convicted 
Suresh.

SP Damodhar praised 
the efforts of  DSP Go-
vindarao,  CI  Durg a 
Prasad, SI P. Suryaku-
mari, CMS HC Ram-
akrishna, and court 
personnel for ensuring 
justice. He reiterated 
that any crimes against 
minor girls and women 
will be met with strict 
action.

I n  t h e  p a s t  s i x 
months, Vijayanagaram 
district has seen 17 
POCSO cases resulting 
in convictions, demon-
strating the police’s 
firm stance against sex-
ual crimes. The judg-
ment highlights the 
commitment of  the dis-
trict authorities to pro-
tecting children and 
women while ensuring 
swift legal action.
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HYDERABAD, THURSDAY, 19.02.2026

AI-Enabled Soldiers and the Future of South 
Asian Warfare 

When Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the AI Impact 
Summit in New Delhi, the message 
went far beyond technological cel-
ebration. It signaled India’s inten-
tion to position itself  at the fore-
front of  artificial intelligence 
development — not only for eco-
nomic transformation but also for 
national security. Among all sec-
tors likely to be reshaped by AI, 
none will experience a more pro-
found transformation than war-
fare. For India, China and Pakistan 
— three nuclear-armed neighbors 
with complex histories and unre-
solved disputes — AI is poised to 
redefine the character, speed and 
risks of  military conflict.

This is not simply another tech-
nological upgrade. Artificial intel-
ligence represents a structural 
shift in how wars are fought and 
decisions are made. Traditional 
battle cycles that once relied on hu-
man deliberation over hours or 
days can now be compressed into 
seconds. Data gathered from satel-
lites, drones, radar systems, and 
cyber networks can be processed 
instantly, producing actionable in-
sights in real time. In future crises, 
the side that can analyze and act 
faster may hold a decisive 
advantage.

Major global powers have al-
ready begun embedding AI into 
their defense ecosystems. The 
United States is integrating AI into 
joint command systems that con-
nect land, sea, air, space and cyber 
domains into a unified operational 
network. Autonomous systems, 
drone swarms and machine-driven 
logistics platforms are becoming 
central to military planning. Chi-
na, meanwhile, has declared intel-
ligentized warfare as a strategic 
objective. Its military moderniza-
tion strategy emphasizes predic-
tive logistics, AI-guided surveil-
lance, autonomous platforms and 
decision-support tools designed to 
compress response times and over-
whelm adversaries. Even mid-sized 
military powers are experimenting 
with AI-driven targeting systems 
and battlefield analytics.

Across these varied approaches 
lies a common theme: AI multiplies 
force without proportionately in-
creasing manpower. It accelerates 
the decision cycle, enhances preci-
sion and improves coordination 
across domains. Rather than re-
placing soldiers entirely, AI aug-

ments them — turning data into a 
battlefield asset as valuable as 
firepower.

For India, AI offers both opportu-
nity and urgency. The country’s 
armed forces operate across di-
verse and challenging terrains — 
from the Himalayan border with 
China to the western frontier with 
Pakistan and the vast maritime 
space of  the Indian Ocean. Manag-
ing such varied operational theat-
ers requires rapid information 
synthesis and seamless coordina-
tion. AI has the potential to provide 
exactly that.

Historically, India’s military 
modernization has faced obstacles: 
lengthy procurement cycles, de-
pendence on imported platforms, 
and bureaucratic complexity. AI 
presents a rare chance to leapfrog 
some of  these structural limita-
tions. Instead of  relying solely on 
large, expensive hardware acquisi-
tions, India can embed intelligence 
into existing systems. Legacy air-
craft, armored vehicles and naval 
platforms can be upgraded with AI-
driven threat detection and predic-
tive maintenance tools, extending 
their operational life while enhanc-
ing capability.

Drone swarms represent another 
transformative possibility. Low-
cost autonomous drones, operating 

in coordinated formations, can sat-
urate enemy defenses, conduct sur-
veillance and perform precision 
strikes with reduced risk to human 
personnel. In a high-altitude con-
flict scenario along the Line of  Ac-
tual Control with China, AI-ena-
bled surveillance systems could 
monitor troop movements and lo-
gistical buildup in near real time. 
On the western border, smart sen-
sor networks combined with ma-
chine-learning algorithms could 
enhance infiltration detection and 
counter-terror operations.

Yet AI’s transformative power 
extends beyond kinetic warfare. 
Logistics — often described as the 
backbone of  military strength — 
stands to benefit enormously. Ma-
chine learning systems can ana-
lyze historical data to predict 
equipment failures, optimize in-
ventory distribution and antici-
pate supply requirements. In re-
mote high-altitude deployments, 
where resupply is difficult and 
costly, predictive logistics could 
prevent shortages before they oc-
cur. AI-enabled maintenance sys-
tems can identify faults in vehicles 
and aircraft before breakdowns 
happen, reducing downtime and 
improving readiness.

As India moves toward integrat-
ed theatre commands — designed 

to improve coordination between 
the Army, Navy and Air Force — AI 
can act as the connective tissue 
binding them together. Unified 
data platforms supported by artifi-
cial intelligence can ensure that 
information flows seamlessly 
across services, enabling synchro-
nized responses to fast-moving cri-
ses. In a simultaneous two-front 
contingency involving China and 
Pakistan, such integration could 
be critical.

At the tactical level, the concept 
of  the “AI-enabled soldier” is al-
ready emerging. Soldiers equipped 
with smart sensors, augmented re-
ality systems and AI-assisted com-
munication tools could receive re-
al-time updates about terrain, 
threats and friendly positions. 
Computer vision systems can as-
sist in identifying hostile activity, 
reducing cognitive burden and 
minimizing errors. Decision-sup-
port algorithms can provide com-
manders with multiple scenario 
simulations, outlining likely out-
comes before orders are issued.

However, the rise of  AI in war-
fare also raises profound ethical 
and strategic questions. The de-
ployment of  autonomous weapons 
systems challenges traditional 
frameworks of  accountability. If  an 
AI-assisted targeting system makes 

a flawed recommendation, who 
bears responsibility — the pro-
grammer, the commander, or the 
political leadership? Moreover, in a 
crisis between nuclear-armed 
states, the acceleration of  decision 
cycles may increase the risk of  
miscalculation. When machines 
operate at speeds beyond human 
comprehension, escalation could 
occur before diplomatic channels 
have time to intervene.

Cyber warfare adds another lay-
er of  complexity. AI systems them-
selves can become targets. Adver-
saries may attempt to corrupt data 
inputs, manipulate algorithms or 
launch cyberattacks designed to 
disable intelligent systems. Ensur-
ing resilience, transparency and 
human oversight will therefore be 
critical components of  any mili-
tary AI doctrine.

India’s policy landscape reflects 
both ambition and caution. Efforts 
to foster defense innovation, pro-
mote indigenous technology devel-
opment and collaborate with pri-
vate  industry  are  g aining 
momentum. The country possesses 
a vibrant civilian AI ecosystem, 
strong software capabilities and a 
growing startup culture. Aligning 
these strengths with defense re-
quirements could accelerate capa-
bility development. Yet institution-

al inertia, inter-service competition 
and procurement delays remain 
significant hurdles.

Ultimately, the integration of  AI 
into military structures is not a 
question of  if, but when and how. 
For India, the stakes are particu-
larly high. Its strategic environ-
ment is defined by contested bor-
ders, regional rivalries and rapid 
technological change. China’s ac-
celerated military modernization 
and Pakistan’s evolving strategic 
posture create a dynamic security 
landscape. In such an environ-
ment, technological stagnation car-
ries risks.

However, technological adoption 
must be balanced with doctrinal 
clarity and ethical safeguards. AI 
should enhance human judgment, 
not replace it. Maintaining mean-
ingful human control over critical 
decisions — especially those in-
volving the use of  lethal force — 
will be essential to preserving ac-
countability and preventing 
unintended escalation.

The future battlefield in South 
Asia may look very different from 
the conflicts of  the past. Instead of  
mass troop mobilizations alone, 
crises could involve cyber disrup-
tions, autonomous drone swarms, 
AI-driven misinformation cam-
paigns and rapid precision strikes 
guided by algorithms. Decision 
windows may shrink dramatically. 
Information superiority may be-
come as decisive as territorial 
control.

The algorithm of  war is already 
being written. For India, the chal-
lenge lies in ensuring that it is not 
merely reacting to technological 
shifts driven by others but actively 
shaping them. Investments in re-
search, talent, doctrine and institu-
tional reform will determine 
whether AI becomes a force multi-
plier that strengthens deterrence 
— or a destabilizing accelerant in 
an already volatile region.

In the coming decade, artifi-
cial intelligence will not simply 
influence military power; it will 
redefine it. The countries that 
successfully integrate machine 
intelligence with human strate-
gic wisdom will shape the bal-
ance of  power in the twenty-first 
century. For South Asia, the age 
of  AI-enabled soldiers has begun 
— and its consequences will re-
v e r b e r a t e  f a r  b e yo n d  t h e 
battlefield.

India’s AI Moment: Moving Beyond the US–China Technology Rivalry
For much of  the past decade, 

global conversations around 
artificial intelligence have 
been framed as a contest be-
tween two superpowers — the 
United States and China. This 
binary narrative suggests that 
the future of  AI innovation, 
governance and strategic in-
fluence will be shaped almost 
exclusively by Washington and 
Beijing. Yet this framing over-
looks an emerging and increas-
ingly consequential player: 
India.

India’s AI impact is not de-
fined by rivalry but by scale, 
diversity and democratic com-
plexity. As the world’s most 
populous country, a major digi-
tal economy and a rising geo-
political power, India is 
uniquely positioned to influ-
ence how artificial intelligence 
evolves — not merely as a mar-
ket or battleground for compet-
ing models, but as an architect 
of  an alternative path.

Unlike the United States, 
where AI growth is largely 
driven by private technology 
giants, or China, where state-
directed industrial policy 
plays a central role, India’s ap-
proach blends state vision with 
a vibrant private sector and a 
massive grassroots digital eco-
system. This hybrid model 
may prove particularly rele-
vant for the Global South, 
where countries seek AI sys-
tems that reflect local realities 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i m p o r t e d 
templates.

India’s digital public infra-
structure offers a compelling 
example of  this distinct ap-
proach. Over the past decade, 
platforms built around digital 
identity, payments and public 
service delivery have trans-
formed governance and finan-
cial inclusion. These systems 
have demonstrated that tech-
nology can be deployed at scale 

in a democratic setting while 
remaining relatively afforda-
ble and interoperable. As AI 
becomes layered onto these 
digital foundations, India has 
the opportunity to show how 
machine intelligence can en-
hance welfare delivery, agri-
cultural productivity, health-
care access and education 
without reinforcing authori-
tarian surveillance models.

The timing is significant. 
Artificial intelligence is tran-
sitioning from experimental 
technology to core economic 
infrastructure. It is reshaping 
supply chains, financial ser-
vices, manufacturing, defense 
and climate adaptation strate-
gies. Countries that embed AI 
across sectors will gain pro-
ductivity advantages and stra-
tegic leverage. Those that lag 
may face widening develop-
ment gaps.

India enters this phase with 
several structural advantages. 
It has one of  the world’s largest 
pools of  technology profes-
sionals, a dynamic startup eco-
system and a vast internal 
market generating enormous 
volumes of  data. Data, often 
described as the fuel for AI sys-
tems, is abundant in India due 
to its scale and rapid digitiza-
tion. At the same time, its dem-
ocratic framework ensures 
that debates about privacy, reg-
ulation and accountability are 
robust and public.

This combination of  scale 
and pluralism gives India the 
potential to influence global AI 
governance norms. While the 
US–China competition often 
focuses on technological su-
premacy, India can position it-
self  as a champion of  inclusive 
and ethical AI. It can advocate 
for standards that balance in-
novation with safeguards, en-
suring that AI systems are 
transparent, accountable and 

aligned with societal values.
Moreover, India’s geopoliti-

cal position enhances its lever-
age. It maintains strategic 
partnerships with Western de-
mocracies while also engaging 
with emerging economies 
across Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. This diplomatic flex-
ibility allows India to serve as 
a bridge between advanced in-
dustrial economies and devel-
oping nations. In international 
forums discussing AI regula-
tion, data flows and digital sov-
ereignty, India’s voice carries 
weight precisely because it 
does not fit neatly into the US–
China rivalry.

Economic considerations 
further reinforce India’s im-
portance. Artificial intelli-
gence is expected to contribute 
trillions of  dollars to global 
GDP in the coming decades. 
For India, AI could accelerate 

its ambition to become a multi-
trillion-dollar economy by en-
hancing productivity in agri-
culture, optimizing logistics, 
strengthening small and me-
dium enterprises and enabling 
smarter urban planning. AI-
driven analytics can improve 
crop yields, predict weather 
risks and reduce supply chain 
inefficiencies — critical fac-
tors for a country where agri-
culture still supports a large 
share of  the population.

In healthcare, AI applica-
tions can assist in early dis-
ease detection, telemedicine 
diagnostics and resource allo-
cation. For rural populations 
with limited access to special-
ists, AI-powered tools may nar-
row service gaps. Similarly, in 
education, adaptive learning 
platforms can tailor instruc-
tion to individual students, 
helping address disparities in 

learning outcomes across 
regions.

Yet ambition must be accom-
panied by caution. The rapid 
integration of  AI also raises 
significant concerns: algorith-
mic bias, data privacy risks, 
job displacement and the con-
centration of  power in large 
technology platforms. India 
must craft regulatory frame-
works that encourage innova-
tion while safeguarding citi-
zens’ rights. Overregulation 
could stifle startups and deter 
investment; underregulation 
could erode trust and exacer-
bate inequality.

Workforce transformation 
presents another challenge. 
As automation reshapes in-
dustries, India will need to in-
vest heavily in skilling and 
reskilling programs. The de-
mographic dividend that cur-
rently supports economic 

growth could turn into a lia-
bility if  technological change 
outpaces employment genera-
tion. Preparing the workforce 
for AI-augmented jobs — rath-
er than purely manual roles 
— will be essential.

India’s AI strategy must 
also account for strategic se-
curity implications. Artificial 
intelligence is increasingly in-
tertwined with cybersecurity, 
defense modernization and in-
formation warfare. Building 
indigenous capabilities reduc-
es dependence on foreign sup-
pliers and strengthens resil-
ience against technological 
coercion. In an era where digi-
tal infrastructure can become 
a geopolitical pressure point, 
technological self-reliance 
carries strategic value.

However, India’s strength 
lies not only in self-reliance 
but also in collaboration. Part-
nerships with global research 
institut ions,  technolo g y 
firms and multilateral or-
ganizations can accelerate 
innovation. Joint research 
initiatives, open-source col-
laborations and shared ethi-
cal standards can prevent 
fragmentation of  the global 
AI ecosystem. India’s empha-
sis on openness and interop-
erability can help prevent the 
emergence of  rigid technolog-
ical blocs.

Crucially, India’s narrative 
around AI extends beyond 
power politics. It centers on 
development, inclusion and 
empowerment. While the US–
China rivalry often emphasiz-
es dominance and strategic 
competition, India can rede-
fine the conversation around 
societal benefit. By focusing 
on applications that directly 
improve livelihoods — from 
digital payments to climate re-
silience — India can demon-
strate that AI is not merely a 

tool of  superpower rivalry but 
a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  h u m a n 
development.

This reframing matters. 
Many developing countries 
view the US–China binary as 
distant from their own priori-
ties. They seek practical solu-
tions to local challenges, not 
alignment in a technological 
cold war. India’s experience in 
deploying digital systems at 
scale within a democratic and 
diverse society may offer les-
sons that resonate more 
broadly.

The coming decade will like-
ly see intensifying competi-
tion in AI research, semicon-
ductor manufacturing, cloud 
infrastructure and data gov-
ernance. But global influence 
will not be determined solely 
by who builds the most ad-
vanced models. It will also de-
pend on who shapes the rules, 
builds trust and demonstrates 
inclusive applications.

India stands at a pivotal mo-
ment. It can remain a second-
ary arena where larger pow-
ers compete, or it can assert 
itself  as an independent force 
shaping the trajectory of  arti-
ficial intelligence. The founda-
tions — demographic scale, 
digital infrastructure, techni-
cal talent and diplomatic 
reach — are already in place.

Moving beyond the US–Chi-
na binary does not mean ig-
noring global rivalries. Rath-
er, it means recognizing that 
technological futures are not 
predetermined by two capitals 
alone. India’s AI impact lies in 
its ability to chart a distinct 
course — one that blends in-
novation with inclusion, stra-
tegic ambition with democrat-
ic accountability.

If  it succeeds, India will not 
simply participate in the AI 
revolution. It will help define 
it.
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RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat Urges Hindu Families 
to Consider Having at Least Three Children 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) Chief  Mohan 
Bhagwat has publicly suggest-
ed that Hindu families should 
consider having at least three 
children to help maintain de-
mographic balance and secure 
the future of  the community. 
His remarks have reignited de-
bate about population trends, 
cultural identity and govern-
ment policies related to family 
planning.

Speaking at a major event at-
tended by RSS workers and 
supporters, Bhagwat empha-
sised what he described as the 
importance of  population 
growth among Hindus in In-
dia. He argued that as demo-
graphic patterns shift, commu-
nities should be mindful of  
long-term cultural and social 
dynamics. According to him, 
lower birth rates observed in 
some sections of  Indian socie-
ty could have implications for 
both community representa-
tion and the broader fabric of  
Indian society.

B h a g w at ’s  c a l l  c o m e s 
against the backdrop of  declin-
ing fertility rates across India 
in recent years. As education 
levels rise and access to health-
care improves, couples are in-
creasingly opting for smaller 
families. India’s overall fertil-
ity rate has been gradually 
dropping toward replacement 
levels, a trend seen in many 
parts of  the world. This shift 
has led to widespread discus-
sions about the balance be-
tween family planning, eco-
nomic development and 
population stability.

In his address, Bhagwat ex-
pressed concern that if  Hindu 
families do not maintain ade-

quate birth rates, it could even-
tually affect demographic com-
position. He urged families to 
think about future generations 
and the need to ensure that the 
community continues to 
thrive. His message was 
framed around cultural resil-
ience and what he character-
ised as preserving the vibran-
cy of  Hindu society.

The RSS chief  also linked 
population considerations 
with national strength and so-
cial cohesion. He suggested 
that a balanced demographic 
profile would contribute posi-
tively to the country’s progress 
and unity. However, he stopped 
short of  advocating any com-
pulsory measures or govern-
ment intervention, instead 
framing his appeal as advisory 
and rooted in individual 
choice.

Reactions to Bhagwat’s com-
ments have been mixed. Sup-
porters welcomed his empha-
sis on family and cultural 
continuity, seeing it as a reaf-
firmation of  traditional values 
and community identity. Crit-
ics, however, have raised con-
cerns about encouraging larg-
er families in the absence of  
robust discussions on women’s 
health, economic pressures 
and environmental sustaina-
bility. Some analysts argue 
that population decisions 
should be left to individual 
families and shaped by broad-
er socio-economic considera-
tions rather than community 
appeals.

Demographers have also 
weighed in, noting that India’s 
demographic trajectory is al-
ready shifting due to urbanisa-
tion, increased female work-

force participation and greater 
access to contraception and 
education. While some regions 
and communities may have 
higher fertility rates, the over-
all national trend shows a 
move toward smaller house-
hold sizes.

Public debate is likely to con-
tinue in the coming weeks as 
Bhagwat’s remarks draw at-
tention to questions about pop-
ulation policy, cultural priori-
ties and the role of  civil society 
voices in shaping national con-
versations. Whether his mes-
sage will influence family 
planning choices on the 
ground remains to be seen. 
Nonetheless, the discussion 
underscores the complex inter-
sections of  identity, demo-
graphics and national dis-
course in contemporary 
India.

Google CEO Sundar Pichai Arrives in 
India for AI Summit, Says “Nice to Be 

Back” 

Rajya Sabha Polls on March 16 as 37 
Seats Fall Vacant Across 10 States 

The Election Commission 
of  India has announced that 
biennial elections to fill 37 
vacant seats in the Rajya 
Sabha will  be held on 
March 16, 2026. These elec-
tions are being conducted 
as the terms of  several sit-
ting members are set to ex-
pire in April 2026, creating 
vacancies that must be 
f i l led to  maintain the 
strength of  the Upper 
House of  Parliament.

The election process will 
begin with the issuance of  
notifications on February 
26. The nomination period 
will follow, allowing candi-
dates to file their papers in 
early March. After scrutiny 
and finalisation of  nomina-
tions, polling will take place 
from 9 am to 4 pm on March 
16. Counting of  votes will be 
conducted later the same 
day, and the entire process is 
expected to conclude before 
the end of  March.

The 37 seats are spread 
across 10 states. Maharash-
tra has the highest number 
of  seats falling vacant, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu, West 
Bengal and Bihar. Other 

states where members are 
retiring include Odisha, As-
sam, Chhattisgarh, Hary-
a n a ,  T e l a n g a n a  a n d 
Himachal Pradesh. These 
vacancies arise as part of  
the Rajya Sabha’s staggered 
retirement system, under 
which one-third of  mem-
bers retire every two years.

Unlike the Lok Sabha, the 
Rajya Sabha is a perma-
nent body and is not sub-
ject to dissolution. Mem-
bers serve six-year terms, 
and regular biennial elec-
tions ensure continuity in 
the functioning of  Parlia-
ment’s Upper House. The 
system helps preserve in-
stitutional stability while 
allowing periodic renewal 
of  representation.

Rajya Sabha members are 
elected by the elected mem-
bers of  State Legislative As-
semblies through a system 
of  proportional representa-
tion using the single trans-
ferable vote. As a result, the 
outcome in each state large-
ly depends on the strength 
of  political parties in the re-
spective state assemblies. 
Parties with a majority or 

strong presence in state leg-
islatures typically have an 
advantage in securing seats.

The upcoming elections 
are expected to draw politi-
cal attention, as changes in 
party representation could 
influence the legislative dy-
namics of  the Upper House. 
The Rajya Sabha plays a 
critical role in reviewing 
and passing legislation, de-
bating national issues and 
representing the interests 
of  states in the federal 
structure.

With several prominent 
members set to retire, par-
ties are likely to field key 
leaders and strategists to 
strengthen their parlia-
mentary presence.  Al -
though these elections are 
indirect and not voted on 
by the general public, they 
remain significant in shap-
ing the balance of  power in 
Parliament.

The March 16 polls there-
fore mark an important 
democratic exercise, ensur-
ing continuity in govern-
ance while reflecting evolv-
ing political equations 
across India’s states.

Google’s Chief  Executive 
Officer Sundar Pichai has 
arrived in India to partici-
pate in the India AI Impact 
Summit, underscoring the 
country’s growing impor-
tance in the global technol-
ogy landscape. On landing, 
Pichai expressed enthusi-
asm about returning to In-
dia, saying it felt “nice to be 
back,” and highlighted the 
opportunity to engage with 
innovators, policymakers 
and tech leaders during the 
summit.

Pichai’s visit comes at a 
key moment in India’s push 
to become a leading hub for 
artificial intelligence devel-
opment. The India AI Impact 
Summit brings together 
global CEOs, government of-
ficials, researchers and 
startup founders to discuss 
AI innovation, regulation 
and applications that can 
benefit society. India’s focus 
on harnessing AI for public 
good — including health, 
education, agriculture and 
governance — has drawn 
attention from major global 
tech companies, and Google 
has been an active partner 
in several such initiatives.

During his brief  remarks 
after arrival, Pichai noted 
that technology and AI have 
the potential to address re-

al-world challenges at scale. 
He also spoke about the im-
portance of  responsible AI, 
emphasising that advance-
ments in the field must be 
guided by safety, fairness 
and inclusivity. His com-
ments resonated with the 
summit’s broader themes, 
which include ethical AI 
frameworks and collabora-
tive research.

Google has already been 
deepening its engagement 
in India across multiple 
fronts. The company has in-
vested in local infrastruc-
ture, supported digital 
skills training and part-
nered with startups and 
academia. Its products and 
services are widely used 
across the country, and Pi-
chai’s visit is expected to 
s t re n g t h e n  t h o s e  t i e s 
further.

In conversations with In-
dian leaders, Pichai is like-
ly to discuss areas of  mu-
tual interest such as cloud 
computing, digital inclu-
sion, developer support and 
investments in innovation. 
The summit provides a plat-
form not only for showcas-
ing technological break-
throughs but  also  for 
exploring how global and lo-
cal AI ecosystems can work 
together to solve pressing 

challenges.
Pichai’s presence at the 

event reflects broader trends 
in the technology industry, 
where global firms are in-
creasingly recognising India 
as a key market for growth, 
talent and innovation. With 
its vast population of  digital 
users, expanding startup 
ecosystem and policy focus 
on emerging technologies, 
India poses both opportuni-
ties and responsibilities for 
global tech leaders.

As the summit unfolds, Pi-
chai is expected to meet with 
government officials, indus-
try peers and members of  
India’s tech community. His 
participation highlights the 
importance of  dialogue be-
tween technology compa-
nies and policymakers in 
shaping the future of  AI — 
not just in India, but around 
the world.

In saying it was “nice to be 
back,” Pichai also signalled 
a personal connection to In-
dia, a market he has visited 
numerous times throughout 
his career. His comments 
and engagement at the sum-
mit underscore Google’s on-
going commitment to India’s 
digital transformation jour-
ney and its role in shaping 
AI  for  broad societal 
impact.

Supreme Court Adjourns Hearing on ED’s Plea Over I-PAC 
Raids 

The Supreme Court of  India 
has adjourned the hearing on 
a petition filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) con-
cerning alleged obstruction 
during raids conducted at the 
offices of  political consultancy 
firm I-PAC and the residence 
of  its director. The case has 
triggered a significant legal 
and political dispute between 
the central agency and the 
West Bengal government.

The matter stems from 
search operations carried out 
in Kolkata in January as part 
of  a money-laundering investi-
gation linked to an alleged coal 
pilferage scam. The ED has 
claimed that its officials faced 
interference and obstruction 
from state authorities during 
the raids, which, according to 
the agency, disrupted the in-
vestigation process. The ED 
has sought further legal reme-
dies, including a probe into the 
alleged conduct of  state 
officials.

During the hearing, lawyers 
representing the ED argued 
that officers were prevented 
from carrying out their duties 
effectively and that crucial ma-

terials may have been compro-
mised during the incident. 
They maintained that the 
agency was acting within its 
legal mandate and that any in-
terference undermines the 
rule of  law.

On the other hand, counsel 
appearing for the state author-
ities disputed the ED’s claims, 
asserting that the central agen-
cy’s actions were excessive and 
that allegations of  obstruction 
were exaggerated. They ar-
gued that state officials were 

carrying out their responsibil-
ities in accordance with the 
law and denied any deliberate 
a t t e m p t  t o  h i n d e r  t h e 
investigation.

The bench, comprising Jus-
tices P.K. Mishra and K.V. 
Viswanathan, deferred the 
matter to allow both sides to 
file additional documents and 
responses. The court is expect-
ed to take up the case again in 
March after further submis-
sions are placed on record.

Earlier, the Supreme Court 

had taken note of  the serious-
ness of  the allegations and is-
sued notices to concerned par-
ties. It also directed that 
relevant electronic records 
and CCTV footage from the 
raid locations be preserved to 
ensure a fair review of  events. 
In addition, certain proceed-
ings initiated against ED offi-
cials were temporarily stayed 
pending further examination.

The case raises broader 
questions about the relation-
ship between central investi-
gative agencies and state gov-
ernments, particularly in 
politically sensitive matters. It 
touches upon issues of  federal 
balance, jurisdiction and the 
scope of  authority granted to 
agencies such as the ED.

As the legal battle contin-
ues, the Supreme Court’s even-
tual ruling is likely to clarify 
the boundaries between state 
authorities and central agen-
cies during investigations. 
The outcome could have sig-
nificant implications for how 
such operations are conducted 
in the future, especially in cas-
es involving high political 
stakes.

Kiren Rijiju Calls Rahul Gandhi “Most Dangerous” 
for India’s Security 

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
has launched a sharp politi-
cal attack on Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, calling him 
the “most dangerous person 
for India’s security.” The re-
marks mark a significant es-
calation in rhetoric between 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and the opposi-
tion Congress.

Rijiju alleged that Gandhi’s 
actions and statements, both 
within Parliament and dur-
ing his interactions abroad, 
harm India’s image and na-
tional interests. He accused 
the Leader of  the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha of  associat-
ing with individuals and 
groups that he claimed are 
not aligned with the coun-
try’s interests. According to 
Rijiju, such engagements 
send the wrong message in-
ternationally and undermine 
India’s standing.

The minister also criticised 
Gandhi’s conduct in Parlia-
ment, describing it as irre-
sponsible for someone hold-
ing a senior constitutional 
position. Rijiju argued that 
protests, confrontational tac-

tics and dramatic gestures in-
side and outside the House 
diminish the dignity of  par-
liamentary proceedings. He 
maintained that the Leader 
of  the Opposition is expected 
to uphold decorum while rais-
ing issues.

A major point of  conten-
tion has been Gandhi’s recent 
attempts to raise sensitive al-
legations involving the Prime 
Minister in Parliament. Riji-
ju dismissed these claims as 
baseless and accused Gandhi 

of  making statements with-
out sufficient evidence. He 
suggested that repeated alle-
gations without substantia-
tion could create confusion 
and erode public trust.

The remarks come amid 
heightened tensions between 
the government and the oppo-
sition over a range of  issues, 
including foreign policy, eco-
nomic management and na-
tional security. The political 
atmosphere has grown in-
creasingly confrontational, 

with leaders on both sides 
trading strong accusations in 
public forums.

In response to government 
criticism, Rahul Gandhi has 
continued to question the ad-
ministration’s handling of  
key national matters, assert-
ing that raising concerns is 
part of  the opposition’s demo-
cratic responsibility. Con-
gress leaders have defended 
his statements, arguing that 
scrutiny of  the government 
s t re n g t h e n s  d e m o c r at i c 
accountability.

The episode underscores 
how national security has be-
come a central theme in po-
litical discourse. By framing 
disagreements in terms of  
patriotism and security, both 
sides are attempting to shape 
public perception ahead of  
future electoral contests.

As the debate unfolds, the 
sharp exchange highlights 
the deepening divide between 
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition. Whether the rhetoric 
cools or intensifies further 
will likely depend on develop-
ments inside Parliament and 
the broader political climate 
in the months ahead.
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US-Iran Tensions Intensify: How Close Are Trump 
and Khamenei to Open Conflict? 

Tensions between the United 
States and Iran have escalated 
sharply, raising fresh concerns 
about the possibility of  a di-
rect military confrontation. At 
the center of  this standoff  are 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
and Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
whose hardened rhetoric and 
strategic moves have amplified 
fears of  a wider regional 
crisis.

In recent weeks, Washington 
has significantly reinforced its 
military presence in the Mid-
dle East. Aircraft carrier 
strike groups, advanced fight-
er jets and additional defense 
assets have been deployed to 
the region. The move signals a 
posture of  deterrence but also 
demonstrates that the United 
States is prepared for rapid es-
calation if  necessary. Ameri-
can officials have maintained 
that the buildup is aimed at 
safeguarding regional stability 
and protecting U.S. interests 
amid concerns over Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions and missile 
capabilities.

Tehran, meanwhile, has re-
sponded with its own show of  
resolve. Iran’s military has 
conducted exercises near criti-
cal maritime chokepoints, 
showcasing its ability to dis-
rupt shipping routes if  ten-
sions boil over. Iranian leader-
ship has adopted defiant 
language, warning that any at-
tack would trigger a strong and 
far-reaching response. The 
tone from Tehran reflects both 

domestic political pressures 
and a broader strategy of  de-
terrence aimed at dissuading 
Washington from military 
action.

The Strait of  Hormuz re-
mains a focal point in this 
standoff. As a vital artery for 
global oil shipments, any dis-
ruption in the area could have 
immediate economic conse-
quences worldwide. The pres-
ence of  naval forces from both 
sides in and around the Gulf  
adds to the fragility of  the situ-
ation. Even a miscalculation or 
isolated incident could spiral 
into a broader confrontation.

Diplomatic channels have 
not entirely closed, but pro-
gress has been limited. Efforts 

to revive talks over Iran’s nu-
clear program have faced re-
peated setbacks. The United 
States continues to push for 
stricter limitations, while Iran 
insists on its sovereign right to 
pursue peaceful nuclear devel-
opment. Mutual distrust, com-
pounded by previous break-
downs in agreements, has 
made compromise difficult.

Domestic politics further 
complicate the picture. In the 
United States, a tough stance 
on Iran has been a recurring 
theme in political messaging. 
In Iran, resistance to perceived 
foreign pressure is deeply em-
bedded in national identity 
and political discourse. Both 
leaderships must navigate in-

ternal expectations while man-
aging international risks.

Despite the heightened rhet-
oric and military signaling, a 
full-scale war is not inevitable. 
The costs of  open conflict 
would be immense for both 
sides and could destabilize the 
broader Middle East. Many 
analysts believe that both 
Washington and Tehran prefer 
strategic posturing over direct 
confrontation.

For now, the situation re-
mains tense but contained. 
Whether it tips into open con-
flict will depend on diplomacy, 
restraint and the ability of  
both sides to avoid miscalcula-
tion in an already volatile 
region.

Four Years of War Reshape Life in the Russian City of Voronezh 

Canada Quietly Removes Over 2,500 
Indians in 2025: What It Signals

Indian-Origin Sikh Nurse Allegedly Assaulted 
and Racially Abused at Australian Gym

A 22-year-old Indian-ori-
gin Sikh nurse has alleged 
that he was physically at-
tacked and racially abused 
after finishing a workout at 
a gym in Corio, a suburb of  
Geelong in Victoria, Austral-
ia. The incident has left him 
injured and emotionally 
shaken, raising concerns 
about racially motivated 
violence.

According to the nurse, 
the confrontation began 
while he was exercising late 
in the evening. He claimed 
that three men started har-
assing him inside the gym. 
Although he initially tried 
to ignore the remarks and 
complete his workout, the 
situation escalated when he 
stepped outside the premis-
es. The same group was al-
legedly waiting for him.

A video from the scene, 
which has circulated on so-
cial media, shows one of  the 
men hurling racial slurs at 
the young nurse, including 
calling him an “Indian dog,” 
along with other profanities. 
Moments later, he was alleg-
edly struck in the face, caus-
ing his nose to bleed.

Emergency services were 
called to the scene, and the 
nurse was taken to a hospi-
tal for treatment. He report-

edly spent the night under 
medical observation. Doc-
tors have advised him to con-
sult a specialist, and there is 
a possibility that he may re-
quire surgery depending on 
further examination. He is 
expected to take time off  
work for about a week as he 
recovers from the physical 
injuries.

Beyond the physical 
harm, the emotional toll has 
been significant. The nurse 
said that while he had previ-
ously experienced occasion-
al racial comments, this was 
the first time such abuse 
had turned violent. He de-
scribed feeling traumatised 
and unsafe following the in-
cident. The attack has also 
left  him reconsidering 
whether he feels comforta-
ble returning to the same 
gym or maintaining his usu-
al routine.

The alleged attackers re-
portedly fled the area in a 
grey sedan shortly after the 
assault. Authorities are un-
derstood to be investigating 
the matter, although de-
tailed updates regarding ar-
rests or charges have not yet 
been made public.

The incident has drawn 
attention within the local 
community and among 

members of  the Indian dias-
pora in Australia. Australia 
is home to a large and grow-
ing Indian-origin popula-
tion, many of  whom work in 
sectors such as healthcare, 
education, and technology. 
While most communities co-
exist peacefully, episodes of  
racial abuse and violence 
periodically spark debate 
about discrimination and 
social cohesion.

Community advocates 
have emphasised the impor-
tance of  reporting hate 
crimes and ensuring ac-
countability for those re-
sponsible. They stress that 
racially motivated harass-
ment and violence have no 
place in a multicultural so-
ciety. The case has once 
again highlighted the need 
for vigilance, stronger pre-
ventive measures, and con-
tinued dialogue around in-
clusion and safety.

As investigations contin-
ue, the young nurse’s experi-
ence has become a reminder 
of  the personal and societal 
costs of  intolerance. Sup-
porters hope that swift ac-
tion will not only bring jus-
tice in this case but also 
reinforce the message that 
discrimination and violence 
will not be tolerated.

Canada has significantly 
increased immigration en-
forcement in 2025, with more 
than 2,500 Indian nationals 
removed from the country so 
far this year. The figure plac-
es Indians among the largest 
groups affected by deporta-
tion and removal actions, re-
flecting a broader tightening 
of  immigration rules and 
compliance measures.

The removals are part of  a 
wider push by Canadian au-
thorities to strengthen en-
forcement and maintain 
what officials describe as 
the integrity of  the immi-
gration system. The Canada 
Border Services Agency is-
sues different types of  re-
moval orders, including de-
parture orders, exclusion 
orders and deportation or-
ders, depending on the cir-
cumstances of  each case. In-
dividuals may be removed 
for reasons ranging from 
visa overstays and non-com-
pliance with immigration 
conditions to rejected refu-
gee claims or criminal 
violations.

Indian nationals form a 
substantial share of  Cana-
da’s international student 
and temporary worker popu-
lation. In recent years, Can-
ada has been a preferred des-
tination for Indian students 
seeking higher education 

and long-term settlement op-
portunities. However, in-
creased scrutiny of  visa ap-
p l i c a t i o n s ,  t i g h t e r 
documentation require-
ments and stricter enforce-
ment of  stay conditions have 
made compliance more criti-
cal than ever.

A significant driver be-
hind the removals appears 
to be cases where refugee 
claims were rejected or ap-
plicants failed to follow re-
quired legal procedures. 
Once an application is de-
nied and appeal options are 
exhausted, individuals may 
face mandatory removal if  
they do not leave voluntarily. 
Authorities have accelerated 
processing and enforcement 
in such cases.

The rise in removals also 
reflects a broader shift in 
Canada’s immigration poli-
cy environment. Facing do-
mestic pressures over hous-
i n g  s h o r t a g e s ,  j o b 
competition and strain on 
public services, policymak-
ers have moved toward bal-
ancing high immigration 
targets with stronger en-
forcement mechanisms. 
While Canada continues to 
welcome skilled migrants 
and students, it has made 
clear that compliance with 
immigration rules will be 
strictly monitored.

For Indian nationals cur-
rently in Canada, the mes-
sage is clear: maintaining 
valid visa status, adhering to 
study or work permit condi-
t ions  and  responding 
promptly to immigration no-
tices are essential. Legal ex-
perts have advised individu-
als to remain aware of  their 
documentation timelines 
and to seek professional 
guidance if  facing potential 
status issues.

Despite the increase in re-
movals, Canada remains 
committed to immigration 
as a pillar of  its economic 
growth strategy. The coun-
try continues to rely on in-
ternational talent to fill la-
bor g aps and suppor t 
long-term demographic sta-
bility. However, the current 
enforcement trend suggests 
that while opportunities re-
main, the margin for non-
compliance has narrowed 
significantly.

The development may also 
influence migration pat-
terns and future applica-
tions from India, potentially 
leading to more cautious 
and carefully documented 
submissions. As bilateral 
ties between India and Can-
ada evolve, immigration 
compliance is likely to re-
main an important and 
closely watched issue.

Voronezh, a city of  about 
one million people in western 
Russia, now feels closer to the 
realities of  war than many oth-
er parts of  the country. Al-
though it lies roughly 500 kilo-
metres south of  Moscow, it is 
nearer to the front lines of  the 
conflict in Ukraine than to the 
Russian capital. Over the four 
years since Russia launched 
its full-scale offensive, every-
day life in this city has been 
transformed by the war in 
ways large and small.

One of  the most visible 
changes in Voronezh is the 
presence of  military equip-
ment and weaponry. Anti-air-
craft systems sit camouflaged 
along the roads leading out of  
the city, a constant reminder 
of  the threat posed by aerial at-
tacks. The sound of  air raid 
sirens has become part of  dai-
ly life, and many residents say 
the noise of  explosions and 
drone activity leaves them on 
edge, interrupted in their rou-
tines, and acutely aware of  the 
conflict that lies beyond their 
city limits.

Propaganda and military re-
cruitment have also seeped 
into the urban landscape. 
Large posters urging young 
people to enlist with the army 

are everywhere, often over-
shadowing cultural or com-
mercial advertisements that 
once dominated public spaces. 
Recruiting centres now offer 
significant financial incen-
tives, promising sums equiva-
lent to years of  average region-
al earnings in exchange for 
enlistment. This has helped 
Russia sustain troop numbers 
despite reports of  heavy casu-
alties, even as incentives draw 
criticism for commodifying 
military service.

Public art and memorials 
have shifted in tone, too. Mu-
rals honouring soldiers who 
have died in the fighting now 
adorn city walls. These trib-
utes reflect an official narra-
tive that elevates military ser-

vice and sacrifice. At the same 
time, such imagery also 
serves to normalise the idea 
of  war among civilians, blend-
ing patriotism with everyday 
civic life.

Yet not everyone in Voron-
ezh embraces this narrative. 
Amid the official posters and 
patriotic murals, there are 
subtle acts of  resistance. One 
local artist has been placing 
small plaques with messages 
advocating peace on buildings 
and walls, drawing on histori-
cal motifs meant to remind 
people of  past generations’ 
yearning for harmony. While 
most of  these peace symbols 
have been removed, one re-
mains on a street aptly named 
“Peace Street,” serving as a 

quiet reminder of  alternative 
perspectives within the city.

For many residents, the 
war is far more personal. 
Families are grappling with 
uncertainty about loved ones 
who have gone missing or 
been killed in action, a pain-
ful reality that underscores 
the human cost of  the con-
flict. Some residents talk 
about the psychological toll 
of  living under constant 
threat — from the sound of  
drones overhead to the knowl-
edge that one person in the 
city was killed in an attack 
just last month.

Voronezh’s transformation 
illustrates how a prolonged 
conflict can ripple outward 
from the battlefield, changing 
life in cities once removed 
from direct fighting. From 
the posters lining its streets 
to the weaponry lurking on 
its outskirts, the imprint of  
four years of  war is evident 
in both the physical land-
scape and the minds of  its 
people. Despite official efforts 
to promote enlistment and na-
tional unity, signs of  dissent 
and longing for peace persist, 
reminding observers that 
even in wartime, public senti-
ment is not monolithic.

Sweden Praises India’s AI Push, Calls PM Modi’s Vision a Force 
for Global Good 

Sweden’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Ebba Busch has lauded 
India’s ambitious push in arti-
ficial intelligence, saying 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision for AI is aimed at 
serving the “greater good” and 
positioning the technology as 
a tool for inclusive global de-
velopment. Her remarks came 
during her visit to New Delhi, 
where global leaders, policy-
makers and technology ex-
perts gathered to discuss the 
future of  artificial intelli-
gence and inter national 
cooperation.

Busch highlighted India’s 
growing influence in the global 
technology landscape and de-
scribed the country’s AI strat-
egy as forward-looking and re-
sponsible. She emphasized 
that artificial intelligence 
must not only drive economic 
growth but also promote soci-
etal welfare, innovation and 
international collaboration. 
According to her, India’s ap-
proach reflects a commitment 
to ensuring that AI benefits hu-
manity broadly rather than be-
ing limited to commercial or 
geopolitical gains.

Sweden, known for its strong 
innovation ecosystem and ad-
vanced research capabilities, 
sees significant potential for 

deeper collaboration with In-
dia in emerging technologies. 
Busch noted that the two coun-
tries already share strong ties 
in science, trade and industry, 
and artificial intelligence pre-
sents a natural extension of  
that partnership. She ex-
pressed confidence that closer 
cooperation between Swedish 
and Indian firms, researchers 
and policymakers could un-
lock new opportunities in sec-
tors such as healthcare, green 
t e ch n o l o g y  a n d  d i g i t a l 
infrastructure.

A key theme of  her address 
was the importance of  striking 
the right balance between reg-

ulation and innovation. While 
acknowledging that AI safety 
and ethical frameworks are 
crucial, she cautioned against 
overly restrictive rules that 
might hinder progress. In her 
view, regulatory systems must 
evolve alongside technological 
advancements to encourage in-
novation while protecting citi-
zens and maintaining trust.

The Deputy Prime Minister 
also placed India’s AI ambi-
tions within a broader strate-
gic and economic context. She 
pointed to expanding econom-
ic ties between India and Eu-
rope, suggesting that technol-
ogy cooperation can serve as a 

cornerstone of  deeper engage-
ment. With digital transforma-
tion reshaping industries 
worldwide, she stressed that 
partnerships grounded in 
shared democratic values can 
help shape responsible global 
standards for AI deployment.

Beyond economic coopera-
tion, Busch underscored the 
need for international collabo-
ration in addressing global 
challenges. She indicated that 
emerging technologies like ar-
tificial intelligence can play a 
vital role in tackling issues 
such as climate change, health-
care accessibility and sustain-
able development.

Her remarks reflect growing 
international recognition of  
India’s role in shaping the 
global AI narrative. With its 
vast digital ecosystem, strong 
talent base and expanding in-
novation landscape, India is 
increasingly seen as a key 
player in defining how artifi-
cial intelligence is developed 
and governed.

As discussions on AI contin-
ue to evolve, Sweden’s endorse-
ment highlights the momen-
tum behind India’s efforts to 
position itself  not just as a 
technology adopter, but as a 
global leader shaping a respon-
sible and inclusive AI future.
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Strong Rally: Sensex Rises Over 280 Points, Nifty Above 
25,800 as Markets End Higher

Indian stock markets 
extended their recent up-
ward momentum, with 
key indices closing higher 
in volatile trading on 
Wednesday.  The BSE 
Sensex jumped by more 
than 280 points, while the 
NSE Nifty50 crossed the 
25,800 mark, marking a 
positive finish for the 
third session in a row.

The market opened with 
gains but trimmed them 
early on as some selling 
pressure emerged. How-
ever, renewed buying in-
terest later in the day 
helped both benchmark 
indices recover and close 
near their session highs. 
Broader market sentiment 
turned upbeat as buying 
picked up across most sec-
tors, except for informa-
tion technology, which 
lagged behind and moder-
ated overall gains.

At the session’s close, 
the Sensex registered a no-
table rise, and the Nifty50 
ended comfortably above 
25,800. Midcap and small-
cap indices also partici-
pated in the rally, record-
ing healthy gains and 
outperforming the head-
line indices. This broad 
participation suggested 
that investor confidence is 
improving beyond just the 
large-cap stocks.

Sector-wise, most seg-
ments finished in positive 
territory. Metal, FMCG 
and PSU bank stocks were 
among the top performers, 
providing strong support 
to the market trend. Pri-
vate banks, realty, auto 
and energy-related stocks 
also contributed to the ral-
ly with moderate gains. In 
contrast, IT stocks de-
clined, reflecting ongoing 
concerns and profit book-
ing in this segment.

On the individual stock 
front, several heavyweight 

names delivered solid per-
formances. Companies in 
steel, consumer goods and 
financial services saw 
strong buying interest. A 
few mid-cap and small-cap 
stocks reacted positively 
to corporate develop-
ments, including merger 
approvals and large con-
tract wins, which lifted 
t h e i r  s h a r e  p r i c e s 
significantly.

Market participants 
also noted that domestic 
institutional investors 
continued to support the 

equity market, helping 
stabilize volatility and 
sustain buying interest 
despite mixed global cues. 
This steady inflow has 
been a key factor under-
pinning the market’s resil-
ience in recent sessions.

However, analysts point-
ed out that without fresh 
triggers or strong global 
cues, markets may remain 
in a consolidation phase 
around current levels. The 
ongoing divergence be-
tween sectors — with cy-
clical stocks outperform-

i n g  a n d  t e ch n o l o g y 
lagging — could influence 
near-term trends.

Overall, the extended 
rally and broad-based buy-
ing reflect continued in-
vestor optimism about the 
Indian growth story, even 
as certain pockets of  the 
market experience profit 
booking. The market’s 
ability to absorb sectoral 
pressure while maintain-
ing higher levels suggests 
a cautiously constructive 
outlook among traders 
and investors.

Gold and Silver Rebound Ahead of 
Fed Minutes, Investors Turn 

Cautious

Gold and silver prices 
recovered in the com-
modity markets as inves-
tors positioned them-
selves ahead of  the 
release of  the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve’s meeting 
minutes. After recent 
weakness, both precious 
metals regained ground, 
supported by renewed 
safe-haven demand and 
expectations surround-
ing future interest rate 
moves.

Gold rebounded after 
slipping to a short-term 
low in previous sessions. 
Bargain buying emerged 
as traders viewed the de-
cline as an opportunity 
to enter at lower levels. 
T h e  y e l l o w  m e t a l 
strengthened in global 
markets, reflecting cau-
tious optimism and an-
ticipation of  potential 
signals from the Federal 
Reserve about the direc-
tion of  monetary policy. 
Silver also climbed 
sharply, outperforming 
gold during the recovery 
phase and reflecting 
stronger volatility typi-
cal of  the metal.

Market participants 
are closely watching the 
Fed minutes for clues 
about policymakers’ 
outlook on inflation, 

economic growth and 
the path of  interest 
rates. Any indication of  
a softer or more dovish 
stance could provide 
further support to bul-
lion prices. Precious 
metals typically benefit 
when interest rates are 
expected to decline, as 
lower yields reduce the 
opportunity cost of  
holding non-interest-
bearing assets like gold 
and silver.

Recent economic data 
from the United States 
has painted a mixed pic-
ture, contributing to un-
certainty in financial 
markets. Fluctuations 
in inflation figures, em-
ployment data and con-
sumer spending have 
made it difficult for in-
vestors to confidently 
predict the Fed’s next 
move. This uncertainty 
has translated into vola-
tility in commodity pric-
es, including precious 
metals.

T he  U.S .  dol lar ’s 
movement has also in-
fluenced gold and silver. 
A stronger dollar tends 
to weigh on bullion pric-
es by making them more 
expensive for buyers us-
ing other currencies. 
Conversely, any signs of  

dollar weakness often 
provide support to gold 
and silver, enhancing 
their appeal as alterna-
tive stores of  value.

Analysts suggest that 
in the near term, pre-
cious metals could re-
main in a consolidation 
phase as markets digest 
the central bank’s com-
mentary. However, the 
broader trend continues 
to depend on interest 
rate expectations and 
global economic devel-
opments. Geopolitical 
tensions and macroeco-
nomic risks may also 
keep safe-haven demand 
intact.

Overall, the rebound 
in gold and silver high-
lights investor caution 
and sensitivity to policy 
signals. With the Fed 
minutes expected to 
clari fy  the  central 
bank’s thinking, trad-
ers are likely to remain 
alert to any shifts in 
tone that could influ-
ence market direction. 
Whether the rally ex-
tends or faces resist-
ance will largely de-
p e n d  o n  h o w  t h e 
minutes shape expecta-
tions about the future 
course of  U.S. monetary 
policy.

Can Courts Fill the Gap If U.S. Regulators Fail to Hold Auditors 
Accountable? 

In recent years, con-
cerns have grown over 
whether auditors of  ma-
jor companies in the 
United States are being 
held to account effective-
ly for mistakes, over-
sights or failures to spot 
fraud. Traditionally, reg-
ulatory bodies such as 
federal oversight boards 
and securities commis-
sions have played the cen-
tral role in policing audi-
tors. But with regulatory 
scrutiny appearing to 
weaken in some quarters, 
attention is increasingly 
turning to the courts to 
see if  judicial action can 
fill the void.

Auditors serve as a key 
safeguard in financial 
markets, tasked with in-
dependently examining 
companies’ books and en-
suring that financial 
statements accurately re-
flect the health of  a busi-
ness. Their role is crucial 
because investors, lend-
ers and other stakehold-
ers rely heavily on audit 
reports when making de-
cisions. When auditors 
fail to detect fraud or sig-
nificant errors, the conse-
quences can be dramatic 
— eroding investor confi-
dence and causing signif-

icant losses.
However, accountabili-

ty for auditors is compli-
cated by legal protections 
and the way relationships 
are structured. Auditors 
are typically hired by the 
company being audited, 
not by shareholders or in-
vestors directly. This cre-
ates a legal hurdle when 
investors seek to sue au-
ditors for negligence. Un-
der U.S. law, plaintiffs of-
ten must prove a specific 

kind of  legal relationship 
or “privity” to hold audi-
tors accountable. Courts 
have sometimes been re-
luctant to expand this 
concept, making it hard 
for investors to prevail.

Despite these challeng-
es, recent courtroom de-
cisions have shown mixed 
outcomes. In some cases, 
judges have broadened 
the definition of  legal re-
lationships, allowing in-
vestor suits to proceed 

even without strict con-
tractual ties. In others, 
cour ts  have rejected 
claims against auditors 
on grounds that disputed 
accounting judgments do 
not constitute factual 
misstatements. These di-
vergent outcomes suggest 
that the judiciary is be-
coming an increasingly 
important arena for dis-
p u t e s  o v e r  a u d i t o r 
responsibility.

The shifting balance 

between regulatory en-
forcement and judicial 
action has broader impli-
cations for market trust. 
If  regulatory bodies take 
a step back from rigorous 
enforcement, courts may 
be forced to play a larger 
role in policing auditors. 
But courts are not de-
signed as re gulatory 
agencies; their decisions 
hinge on legal standards 
and precedents rather 
than proactive oversight. 
This means that litiga-
tion may only address is-
sues after harm has oc-
c u r re d ,  r at h e r  t h a n 
preventing misconduct in 
the first place.

Ultimately, a robust ac-
countability framework 
for auditors likely re-
quires both strong regu-
latory enforcement and a 
legal system willing to 
hold professionals re-
sponsible when they fail 
in their duties. If  regula-
tors retreat from enforce-
ment, the courts may be-
come a key backstop 
— but relying on litiga-
tion alone may not pro-
vide sufficient deterrence 
to protect investors and 
maintain confidence in 
the financial reporting 
system.

Clean Max Says Falling Tariffs Won’t 
Hurt Returns as IPO Nears 

Clean Max Enviro En-
ergy Solutions, a renew-
able energy company 
preparing to launch its 
initial public offering, 
says that although pow-
er tariffs are trending 
downward in the indus-
try, its business model 
still delivers solid re-
turns for investors. The 
firm’s leadership has 
emphasised that strong 
unit economics and 
careful financial plan-
ning remain at the core 
of  its strategy, even as 
pricing pressure rises.

The IPO, which is 
scheduled to open soon, 
marks a milestone for 
the company as it transi-
tions from private to 
public ownership. Man-
agement says the deci-
sion to go public reflects 
its growth to a scale 
where a broader base of  
shareholders is appro-
priate. Rather than tim-
ing the market, the com-
p a n y  f o c u s e d  o n 
reaching key perfor-
mance milestones be-
fore offering shares to 
the public.

A significant part of  
the IPO proceeds will go 
toward reducing debt. 
Clean Max already has 
a lower net debt com-

pared with many peers 
in the renewable energy 
sector, and manage-
ment believes that us-
ing fresh capital to cut 
borrowings will im-
prove i ts  f inancial 
strength and lower in-
terest costs. This is ex-
pected to leave more in-
ternal cash available to 
fund future capacity ex-
pansion without rely-
ing excessively on ex-
ternal borrowings.

Clean Max has re-
ported a return to prof-
itability in its most re-
cent  f inancial  year 
after two years of  loss-
es. Management says 
that while reported 
profit figures are im-
portant, cash profitabil-
ity and return on equi-
ty are more telling 
indicators of  business 
health. On a cash basis, 
the company has been 
generating strong re-
turns and continues to 
deliver high gross mar-
gins due to the nature 
of  renewable energy 
generation.

Tariff  compression is 
a feature of  the renew-
able power market as 
capital costs decline, 
meaning newer power 
purchase agreements 

generally reflect lower 
unit prices than older 
ones. However, Clean 
Max argues that this 
does not weaken returns 
for existing assets be-
cause tariffs are locked 
in at the time of  contract 
signing and are tied to 
the cost of  building the 
asset. As a result, equity 
recovery times remain 
attractive, often within a 
few years for recent 
projects.

Diversification of  cus-
t o m e r s  i s  a n o t h e r 
strength highlighted by 
the company. With hun-
dreds of  clients across 
different sectors, no sin-
gle customer accounts 
for a disproportionate 
share of  revenue, reduc-
ing concentration risk.

Leadership also ad-
dressed concerns about 
p l e d g e d  p r o m o t e r 
shares, explaining that 
most pledged shares will 
be released post-IPO as 
part of  ongoing debt re-
duction efforts. Overall, 
the company is position-
ing itself  as a renewable 
energy provider with 
stable economics capa-
ble of  delivering consist-
ent returns even as the 
broader tariff  environ-
ment evolves.

Wall Street Searches for a Bottom as S&P 500 Tests Key Support 
Wall Street struggled for 

direction as major U.S. 
stock indexes hovered 
near critical technical lev-
els, with the S&P 500 re-
testing long-term support 
that many traders view as 
a make-or-break point for 
the market’s next move. 
After a period of  choppy 
trading marked by eco-
nomic uncertainty and 
mixed earnings results, 
investors are now trying 
to gauge whether recent 
weakness signals a deeper 
correction or simply a 
pause before renewed 
gains.

The S&P 500, viewed by 
many as the broadest ba-
rometer of  U.S. equity 
health, has dipped toward 
a historically important 
support zone. This level 
has acted as a floor during 
previous pullbacks, en-
couraging buyers to step 
in and stabilize prices. But 
the repeated tests of  this 
area have raised questions 
about the market’s resil-
ience. If  the support holds, 
analysts believe it could 
pave the way for a recov-
ery. If  it breaks decisively, 
however, stocks could be 
vulnerable to further 
declines.

In recent sessions, trad-

ing activity has reflected 
the uncertainty gripping 
markets. Bullish and bear-
ish forces have battled for 
control, leading to tight 
ranges and frequent rever-
sals. While some sectors 
have shown strength, oth-
ers have lagged, contribut-
ing to the uneven perfor-
mance. Growth-oriented 
technology stocks, in par-
ticular, have faced pres-
sure from rising yields 
and concerns about future 

profitability, while more 
defensive areas such as 
consumer staples and util-
ities have shown relative 
stability.

Investor attention re-
mains focused on a series 
of  economic indicators 
due for release later this 
week. Data on inflation, 
consumer spending and 
labor markets could pro-
vide fresh insights into 
the strength of  the U.S. 
economy and influence ex-

pectations for future mon-
etary policy decisions. 
Traders are especially 
sensitive to signs that in-
flation pressures may be 
easing or intensifying, as 
this could alter the Feder-
al Reserve’s stance on in-
terest rates — a key driver 
o f  e q u i t y  m a r k e t 
sentiment.

Earnings reports also 
continue to add complexi-
ty to the market picture. A 
mix of  positive and disap-

pointing corporate results 
has made it difficult for 
investors to draw clear 
conclusions about broader 
corporate health. While 
some companies have ex-
ceeded expectations with 
strong revenue and profit 
growth, others have tem-
pered outlooks or missed 
forecasts, reinforcing the 
sense of  uneven economic 
momentum.

Despite the challenges, 
market participants are 
monitoring technical indi-
cators for clues about the 
next directional move. A 
rally from this support 
area could signal renewed 
confidence and attract 
fresh capital into equities. 
Conversely, a breakdown 
below key levels may 
prompt increased selling 
as traders adjust risk 
positions.

Ultimately, the current 
market environment re-
flects a tug-of-war between 
optimism about long-term 
growth prospects and cau-
tion in the face of  econom-
ic ambiguity. As Wall 
Street hunts for a bottom, 
investors will be watching 
closely for signs that the 
broader market has found 
footing or is poised to test 
lower ground.
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GPS Gone Wrong: Amazon Delivery Van Ends Up Stranded in 
Tidal Waters in Britain

In a bizarre incident 
highlighting the risks of  
overreliance on digital 
navigation systems, an 
Amazon delivery driver in 
Britain found themselves 
in trouble after their GPS 
directed them onto a dan-
gerous tidal pathway, leav-
ing their van stranded in 
rising waters.

The incident took place 
on February 15 as the driv-
er attempted to complete a 
delivery to Foulness Is-
land in Essex. While fol-
lowing satnav instruc-
tions, the vehicle was 
guided onto The Broom-
way — a historic six-mile 
track stretching across 
mudflats in the Thames 
Estuary. Unbeknownst to 
the driver, the route is no-
toriously hazardous and 
unsuitable for motor 
vehicles.

The Broomway, believed 
to be around 600 years old, 
was once the only access 
route to Foulness Island 
before a bridge was con-
structed. Over centuries, 
it has developed a grim 
reputation due to fast-
moving tides, shifting 
sands, and poor visibility 
during bad weather. His-
torical accounts suggest 
that around 100 people 
have lost their lives along 
the path. Today, it is con-
sidered one of  Britain’s 
most dangerous routes 
and is typically navigated 
only on foot, and even then 
with extreme caution and 
local knowledge.

As the Amazon van pro-
ceeded along the mudflat 
track, the soft terrain and 
incoming tide quickly cre-

ated a perilous situation. 
The vehicle became stuck, 
and water levels began to 
rise. Fortunately, the driv-
er managed to exit the van 
safely before conditions 
worsened.

Emergency services 
were alerted, and rescue 
teams arrived at the scene 
to assess the situation. By 
the time authorities 
reached the area, the driv-
er had already abandoned 
the vehicle. Ensuring the 
driver’s safety was the pri-
mary concern, and no in-

juries were reported.
Later, arrangements 

were made to recover the 
stranded van. A local 
farmer assisted in towing 
the vehicle out of  the mud 
once conditions allowed. 
Officials also ensured 
that there was no envi-
r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e 
caused by the incident.

Authorities reiterated 
that The Broomway is 
not designed for vehicles 
and carries clear warn-
ings about its dangers. 
Rapidly changing tides 

can submerge large sec-
tions of  the path within 
m i n u t e s ,  m a k i n g  i t 
treacherous even for ex-
perienced walkers.

The unusual episode 
quickly gained attention 
online, sparking discus-
sion about the limita-
tions of  GPS technology. 
While navigation apps 
are widely used and gen-
erally reliable, this inci-
dent serves as a remind-
er that digital directions 
are not foolproof—espe-
cially in remote or his-

t o r i c a l l y  s e n s i t i v e 
areas.

Amazon has confirmed 
it is reviewing the inci-
dent to understand how 
the navigation error oc-
curred and to help pre-
vent similar situations 
in the future.

The mishap under-
scores an important les-
son:  technolo g y  can 
guide us, but it cannot 
replace awareness, cau-
t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m o n 
sense—particularly when 
nature is involved.

SZA Stuns Fans With Surprise Appearance at Mahashivratri Celebration 
in Tamil Nadu

G r a m m y - w i n n i n g 
American singer SZA left 
fans both surprised and 
delighted after she made 
an unexpected appearance 
at a grand Mahashivratri 
celebration in India. Vid-
eos of  the singer partici-
pating in the spiritual 
event quickly went viral, 
with social media users 
joking that she seemed 
“more Indian than me” as 
they reacted to her enthu-

siastic involvement.
SZA was spotted at the 

Isha Yoga Centre in Coim-
batore, where thousands 
had gathered for the an-
nual Mahashivratri festiv-
ities. The night-long cele-
bration, dedicated to 
Shiva, is marked by medi-
tation, devotional music, 
chanting, and spiritual 
practices that continue 
until dawn.

Dressed in a traditional 

saree, SZA blended seam-
lessly into the vibrant at-
mosphere. She attended 
the event with her mother 
and appeared fully im-
mersed in the spiritual en-
ergy of  the night. In a mo-
ment that caught fans off  
guard, the singer even 
took to the stage, greeting 
the crowd warmly and 
wishing everyone a happy 
Mahashivratri.

Clips circulating online 

show her leading chants 
of  “Shiv Shambhu” and 
encouraging the crowd to 
join in the devotional spir-
it. Her confident participa-
tion and respectful en-
g a g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e 
traditions impressed 
many attendees. Far from 
being a passive observer, 
she appeared genuinely 
moved by the experience, 
interacting warmly with 
the audience.

During her time on 
stage, SZA expressed grat-
itude to Sadhguru, found-
er of  the Isha Foundation, 
for inviting her to the cel-
ebration. She also intro-
duced her mother to the 
audience, sharing a heart-
felt moment that resonat-
ed with those present.

The unexpected crosso-
ver between global pop 
culture and ancient Indi-
an spirituality sparked 
widespread reactions on-
line. Fans praised her 
openness to embracing 
different cultures, while 
others playfully remarked 
that her enthusiasm made 
her seem more connected 

to the traditions than 
some locals themselves.

Mahashivratri at the 
Isha Yoga Centre is known 
for drawing participants 
from around the world, in-
cluding artists, spiritual 
seekers, and public fig-
ures. However, seeing an 
international music icon 
like SZA fully participate 
in the chanting and devo-
tional activities added a 
fresh layer of  global atten-
tion to the event.

The singer’s appearance 
highlights how spiritual 
and cultural celebrations 
in India continue to at-
tract interest beyond bor-
ders. For many fans, it was 
both an unexpected and 
inspiring sight — a re-
minder that music, spirit-
uality, and shared human 
experiences often tran-
scend geography and 
background.

What began as a quiet 
visit turned into a viral 
moment, with SZA’s pres-
ence symbolising a beauti-
ful cultural exchange that 
resonated far beyond the 
festival grounds.

Barack Obama’s Viral NBA 
All-Star Moment Steals the 

Spotlight 

Former U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma became an unexpected highlight of  
the 2026 NBA All-Star Game over the 
weekend, captivating fans around the 
world with a spontaneous and light-
hearted moment that quickly went vi-
ral online.

The All-Star Game — held at the In-
tuit Dome in California — featured 
some of  the world’s top basketball tal-
ent in an exhibition matchup. Celeb-
rity attendees and former players 
brought plenty of  excitement, but it 
was Obama’s unplanned courtside 
play that grabbed headlines. Sitting 
alongside his wife, Michelle Obama, 
the former president made a surprise 
splash when a loose basketball came 
flying toward the spectator area dur-
ing the game. Without hesitation, Oba-
ma reached out from his courtside seat 
and caught the ball, preventing it from 
reaching the crowd. He then handed it 
back to player Devin Booker, drawing 
laughter and applause from fans 
nearby.

The moment was captured on cam-
era and widely shared across social 
media, quickly gaining millions of  
views and sparking a wave of  admira-
tion from viewers who praised Oba-
ma’s quick reflexes and casual charm. 
Many commentators joked that it was 
one of  the most memorable parts of  
the night — even in a game filled with 
star athletes.

In addition to his spontaneous catch, 
Obama also took part in an on-court 

interview with former NBA sharp-
shooter Reggie Miller, where the two 
discussed basketball memories and 
shared a light-hearted banter about 
the 1990s era of  the sport. Their ex-
change offered fans a glimpse of  Oba-
ma’s deep roots in basketball culture 
and his easy rapport with the game’s 
legends.

The Obamas’ presence at the event 
was not just about the on-court action. 
They were seen enjoying the atmos-
phere, interacting with other celebri-
ties, and soaking up the energy of  one 
of  basketball’s brightest moments of  
the year. The former president, long 
known for his love of  the sport and es-
pecially the Chicago Bulls, seemed 
right at home among the hoops culture 
and fans.

Footage of  the catch quickly became 
a trending topic across video plat-
forms, with netizens sharing clips, 
memes, and playful commentary about 
Obama showing he’s “still got game” 
even off  the court. For many, the clip 
served as a delightful reminder of  the 
former president’s affable personality 
and wide appeal, bridging the worlds 
of  sports and pop culture.

What began as a simple night enjoy-
ing one of  basketball’s marquee events 
turned into a viral highlight reel mo-
ment — showing that even in a world 
of  elite athleticism, sometimes all it 
takes is a former leader’s quick reflex-
es and warm presence to steal the 
show.

Logan Paul’s Rare Pikachu Card 
Sells for Record-Breaking $16.5 

Million

Internet personality and WWE star 
Logan Paul has once again made head-
lines — this time for selling one of  the 
rarest Pokémon trading cards in exist-
ence for a staggering $16.5 million. The 
sale has set a new world record for the 
most expensive trading card ever sold.

The prized collectible is the ultra-
rare Pokémon Trading Card Game “Pi-
kachu Illustrator” card, widely consid-
ered the holy grail among Pokémon 
collectors. Only a handful of  these 
cards are known to exist, making them 
extraordinarily valuable. Paul’s copy 
was graded a perfect PSA 10, indicat-
ing pristine condition — a key factor 
behind its enormous price tag.

Paul originally purchased the card 
in 2021 for approximately $5.275 mil-
lion, which at the time also set a record 
for the most expensive Pokémon card 
ever bought. He famously showcased 
the card in a custom case and even 
wore it around his neck during his ap-
pearance at WrestleMania 38, turning 
the collectible into a pop culture 
moment.

The recent sale followed intense bid-
ding, with collectors from around the 
world competing for ownership. The 
final price of  $16.5 million represents 
a massive jump in value, highlighting 
the explosive growth of  the rare col-
lectibles market in recent years. After 
factoring in his original purchase 
price, Paul is believed to have made a 

substantial profit from the deal.
The Pikachu Illustrator card holds 

special significance in the Pokémon 
universe. It was originally awarded to 
winners of  an illustration contest in 
Japan in the late 1990s, making it far 
rarer than standard Pokémon cards 
that were widely distributed. Its lim-
ited availability and historical impor-
tance have cemented its status as one 
of  the most coveted items in the trad-
ing card world.

The sale also reflects the broader 
boom in nostalgia-driven collectibles. 
Over the past few years, trading cards, 
comic books, and vintage memorabilia 
have increasingly been viewed as al-
ternative investment assets. What 
once began as childhood hobbies have 
transformed into high-value markets 
attracting serious investors.

For Pokémon fans, the record-break-
ing sale underscores just how power-
ful the franchise’s legacy remains dec-
ades after its launch. For collectors, it 
signals that rare items in flawless con-
dition can command extraordinary 
prices.

Logan Paul’s headline-making 
transaction not only sets a financial 
milestone but also highlights how pop 
culture, nostalgia, and investment 
have merged in today’s collectibles 
market — turning a small illustrated 
card into a multi-million-dollar 
treasure.

Footpath Classroom in Delhi: Viral Video of Man Teaching Homeless 
Children Inspires Millions

A touching video from 
Delhi has captured wide-
spread attention on social 
media, showing a man 
turning a simple footpath 
into a classroom for home-
less children. The clip, 
filmed in Sheikh Sarai, 
has resonated with view-
ers for its powerful re-
minder that compassion 
and commitment to educa-
tion can flourish even in 
t h e  m o s t  m o d e s t 
surroundings.

In the video, the man is 
seen sitting on the pave-
ment with a small group 
of  children gathered 
around him. With no for-
mal infrastructure—no 
desks, no blackboard, and 
no school building—he pa-
tiently explains lessons 
while the children follow 
along using notebooks 
placed on their laps. De-
spite the busy city envi-
ronment surrounding 
them, the focus and seri-
ousness with which the 
children listen stand out.

The video was shared 
with a caption highlight-

ing how, amid the rush of  
everyday life, some indi-
viduals choose to pause 
and make a difference. It 
quickly went viral, gar-
nering over a million 
views and thousands of  
likes. Social media users 
flooded the comments sec-
tion with praise, calling 
the act inspiring and 
heart-warming.

The teacher was later 
identified as Krishan Ku-
mar, who responded to the 
viral attention with a sim-
ple yet powerful message: 
“Education is everyone’s 
right.” His statement re-
flected the motivation be-
hind his efforts—to en-
sure that children who 
may not have access to for-
mal schooling still get an 
opportunity to learn.

Several viewers claimed 
they recognised him as 
their former teacher, de-
scribing him as someone 
who had always been dedi-
cated to his students. 
These testimonials added 
another layer of  depth to 
the story, suggesting that 

his commitment to educa-
tion extends beyond this 
single viral moment.

The scene struck a 
chord because it highlight-
ed a larger reality—many 
children living on the 
streets or in vulnerable 
conditions struggle to ac-
cess consistent schooling. 
In this context, the teach-
er’s initiative symbolised 
hope and the belief  that 
change often begins with 
individual effort rather 
t h a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

support.
C o m m e n t s  o n l i n e 

praised his humility and 
selflessness. Many users 
described the act as proof  
that kindness still exists 
in society. Others ex-
pressed that small ges-
tures like this can create 
lasting impact, especially 
when directed toward chil-
dren who need guidance 
and opportunity.

In a city as vast and fast-
paced as Delhi, the sight 
of  a footpath transform-

ing into a learning space 
offered a powerful con-
trast. It served as a re-
minder that meaningful 
change does not always 
require grand gestures—
sometimes, it simply re-
quires dedication, empa-
thy, and a willingness to 
help.

What began as a short 
video has now become a 
symbol of  quiet generosi-
ty, proving that even amid 
urban chaos, humanity 
continues to shine.
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Pakistan men’s hockey 
captain Ammad Shakeel 
Butt has reflected on his 
team’s performance dur-
ing a challenging stretch 
that included the Men’s 
FIH Pro League and other 
international matches, of-
fering insights into what 
went wrong and what 
m u s t  c h a n g e  g o i n g 
forward.

Butt, one of  Pakistan’s 
most promising young 
players, spoke candidly 
about the team’s reckon-
ing after a series of  disap-
pointing results. Pakistan 
— a nation with a deep and 
historic connection to 
field hockey — has long 
been seeking to regain its 
footing among the sport’s 
elite. Recent years, how-
ever, have seen mixed per-
formances in global tour-
naments, with the Pro 
League results underscor-
ing some of  the structural 
and tactical issues the 
team faces.

The Pro League cam-
paign exposed several 
weaknesses in both de-
fence and attack. Pakistan 
struggled with consisten-
cy, often conceding early 
goals and finding it diffi-
cult to mount sustained 
pressure against top-tier 
opposition. The team’s fin-
ishing was occasionally 
sharp, but link play and 
transition moments fre-
quently broke down under 
pressure. Butt acknowl-
edged that the team needs 
to work harder on basic 
game management, espe-

cially in high-intensity 
phases where possession 
counts.

Looking back, the cap-
tain emphasised that the 
tour to Australia was a 
valuable learning experi-
ence despite the results 
not going Pakistan’s way. 
Facing world-class teams 
in strong hockey nations 
forced Pakistan to con-
front tactical gaps and con-
ditioning shortfalls that 
may have gone unnoticed 
against lesser opponents. 
Butt stressed that such ex-
posure, while tough, is 
crucial if  Pakistan hopes 
to climb the world rank-
ings and compete at major 
events like the Olympics 
and World Cup.

Butt also pointed to the 
importance of  team unity 

and mental resilience. In 
games where Pakistan fell 
behind early, the side of-
ten looked disjointed and 
reactive rather than pro-
active. Coaches and sen-
ior players have since em-
phasised the need to build 
a psychological edge that 
allows the team to stay 
competitive even when 
matches swing against 
them. To this end, fitness, 
skill training and mental 
conditioning are being 
given greater emphasis in 
domestic and national 
camps.

The captain also shared 
his belief  in the talent 
pool emerging within Pa-
kistan hockey. Several 
young players have shown 
flashes of  brilliance, con-
tributing crucial goals or 

defensive stands in recent 
matches. Butt noted that 
blending youth with expe-
rience will be key to Paki-
stan’s evolution — and 
that patience, combined 
with strategic planning, is 
essential.

Off  the field, prepara-
tions are underway to re-
visit coaching structures 
and support systems. Pa-
kistan’s hockey adminis-
tration has been under 
pressure from fans and 
pundits to create a more 
sustainable development 
framework. This includes 
better exposure tours, im-
proved training infra-
structure and more com-
petitive domestic leagues 
that can nurture talent 
consistently.

Butt has remained opti-

mistic about the road 
ahead. “We know where 
we need to improve,” he 
said in a recent interview. 
“Every loss teaches us 
something. The goal now 
is to take those lessons and 
build a team that can make 
our nation proud.”

While Pakistan’s recent 
results may not satisfy tra-
ditional expectations, the 
captain’s honest assess-
ment reflects a broader un-
derstanding that rebuild-
ing is a process. With 
renewed focus on funda-
mentals, mental strength 
and tactical clarity, Paki-
stan hockey aims to return 
to the world’s top tiers — a 
journey that will require 
time, commitment and be-
lief  from players, coaches 
and fans alike.

South Africa Cruise to Victory Over UAE in T20 World Cup Match 
South Africa continued 

their excellent run in the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2026, defeating the United 
Arab Emirates by six 
wickets in a Group D 
match played in New Del-
hi. The Proteas main-
tained their unbeaten re-
cord in the group stage 
and secured a place in the 
Super 8s with this compre-
hensive win.

The UAE batted first af-
ter winning the toss, post-
ing a modest total of  122 
for 6 in their allotted 20 
overs. Young UAE batter 
Alishan Sharafu provided 
the backbone of  the in-
nings with a gritty 45, but 
early dismissals and disci-
plined bowling from the 
South African attack re-
stricted the total. South Af-
rican pacer Corbin Bosch 
stood out with excellent 
figures, picking up key 
wickets to break the UAE’s 
momentum.

Chasing 123 to win, 
South Africa made light 
work of  the target. A brisk 
start in the powerplay set 

the tone, and despite los-
i n g  s k i p p e r  A i d e n 
Markram early, the Pro-
teas found momentum 
through strong contribu-
tions in the middle order. 
Ryan Rickelton and De-
wald Brevis played crucial 
roles with quick scoring, 
both striking rapidly to 
keep the required run rate 
in check. Their partner-
ship helped South Africa 
reach the target comforta-
bly in just 13.2 overs, leav-
ing 40 balls to spare.

The victory marked 
South Africa’s fourth 
straight win in the tourna-
ment, underlining their 
credentials as one of  the 
sides to watch. Their un-
beaten run in Group D en-
sured a smooth progres-
sion into the Super 8s, 
where they will face tough-
er challenges from higher-
ranked teams in the next 
stage of  the competition. 
South Africa’s bowlers 
and batsmen alike have 
shown good depth and bal-
ance, giving them confi-
dence going forward.

For the UAE, the match 
ended their Super 8 hopes, 
but there were positives to 
take from the encounter. 
Sharafu’s innings showed 
promise, and the team 
demonstrated fighting 
spirit against a strong 
South African side. Their 
bowlers had moments of  
control, although they 
were unable to contain the 
Proteas’ aggressive bat-

ting at crucial stages.
With the group stage 

wrapped up, South Africa 
now prepare for their Su-
per 8 opener against hosts 
India in Ahmedabad, a 
clash that will test their 
title aspirations. As for 
the UAE, the experience 
gained in the World Cup 
adds valuable exposure 
for a developing cricket 
nation.

Overall, it was a domi-
nant performance from 
South Africa  and an-
o t h e r  s t e p  i n  t h e i r 
journey toward the lat-
e r  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  T 2 0 
World Cup. Their com-
bination  of  e f fect ive 
bowling and explosive 
b at t i n g  c o n t i nu e s  t o 
make them a for mida-
bl e  c o n t e n d e r  i n  t h e 
tournament. 

Sunil Gavaskar’s Unsolicited Advice to 
Abhishek Sharma After Two Ducks at 

T20 World Cup
Former India captain and batting 

legend Sunil Gavaskar has publicly 
offered advice to young Indian 
cricketer Abhishek Sharma follow-
ing a rough start to his ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2026 campaign. Ab-
hishek, who was expected to bring 
explosive batting to India’s top or-
der, was dismissed for a duck in 
back-to-back matches — a rare and 
disappointing start in a high-profile 
tournament.

Gavaskar, known for his candid 
views and deep knowledge of  the 
game, was quick to comment on the 
situation. In media interactions, he 
suggested that while Abhishek has 
immense talent, the youngster may 
benefit from a slight adjustment in 
approach and mindset. According to 
him, the early dismissals should be 
treated as learning experiences 
rather than sources of  panic. He em-
phasised the importance of  mental 
resilience, adaptability and game 
awareness — qualities that separate 
promising players from consistent 
match-winners.

Abhishek’s first two outings in 
the tournament did not go as 
planned. Brought into the batting 
line-up to provide quick runs and 
momentum, he was dismissed with-
out scoring on both occasions. The 
dismissals came at crucial phases, 
and while India still won both 
matches, Abhishek’s personal con-
tributions were minimal. In T20 
cricket, where confidence and 
rhythm are key, such setbacks can 
affect a young player’s mindset.

Gavaskar’s advice, however, was 
not critical in tone but construc-
tive. He reminded fans and pundits 
that early struggles are not unu-
sual for emerging players, espe-
cially in pressure-packed events 
like the World Cup. “When you are 
talented, you will get opportuni-
ties,” he said, “but how you respond 
to adversity defines your charac-
ter.” His message was clear: stay 

positive, focus on basics and not be 
weighed down by statistics or 
expectations.

Former players and coaches have 
echoed similar sentiments privately, 
noting that Abhishek’s natural 
game suits T20 cricket but that he 
needs to manage risk better early in 
his innings. T20 batting requires a 
balance between aggression and 
shot selection, and a few tweaks in 
approach could help him translate 
potential into performance.

The Indian team management, for 
its part, has expressed support for 
Abhishek and confidence in his 
ability to bounce back. They point-
ed out that selection in the World 
Cup squad reflects faith in his capa-
bilities and that a couple of  low 
scores do not diminish his value to 
the team.

Fans on social media have been 
divided — some urging patience and 
encouragement, others calling for 
tactical changes in the batting or-
der. However, the overall sentiment 
remains hopeful, with many believ-
ing that Abhishek has the skillset to 
recover and make impactful contri-
butions  as  the  tour nament 
progresses.

As India moves deeper into the 
World Cup, all eyes will be on Ab-
hishek to see whether he can trans-
late Gavaskar’s advice into runs. 
The early setbacks have certainly 
tested him, but with experience, 
support and self-belief, he still has 
ample opportunity to turn his cam-
paign around and prove his worth 
on cricket’s biggest stage.

Vinícius Jr. Racially Abused During Champions League Match 
Between Real Madrid and Benfica

Brazilian football star 
Vinícius Júnior was alleg-
edly subjected to a racist 
slur by supporters during 
a high-profile Champions 
League match between 
Real Madrid and Benfica. 
The incident occurred in 
the stands when the game 
was taking place, drawing 
immediate attention from 
players, officials and fans 
alike.

The moment sparked 
outrage across social me-
dia and the global football 
community after audio 
and video clips began cir-
culating showing a sup-

porter directing the slur 
at Vinícius. The Brazilian 
winger, known for his 
electrifying play and 
prominence on both club 
and international stages, 
did not react visibly on 
the pitch but was report-
edly aware of  the abuse. 
Teammates and oppo-
nents alike were said to be 
shocked by the behaviour 
of  a section of  the crowd.

Real Madrid issued a 
strong statement con-
demning the incident, re-
iterating the club’s long-
standing opposition to 
racism in all forms. The 

club emphasised that foot-
ball should be a sport that 
unites people of  all back-
grounds and that discrim-
inatory conduct has no 
place in stadiums. Fans, 
pundits and former play-
ers also voiced support for 
Vinícius, calling for swift 
action from governing 
bodies.

The incident has reig-
nited an ongoing discus-
sion in European football 
about how effectively rac-
ism is being addressed. 
Despite repeated public 
campaigns by UEFA, FIFA 
and other organisations 

to stamp out discrimina-
tion, racist incidents — 
particularly targeting 
players of  African and 
Afro-Latin descent — have 
persisted in  various 
leagues and international 
competitions.

Vinícius himself  has 
been a high-profile target 
of  racist abuse in the past, 
including during matches 
i n  S p a i n’s  d o m e s t i c 
league. On each occasion, 
both domestic and inter-
national football authori-
ties have pledged investi-
gations and sanctions 
against offenders. How-
ever, critics argue that 
measures taken so far 
have been insufficient to 
deter repeat behaviour.

Several supporters’ 
groups and anti-racism 
organisations condemned 
the abuse, urging that in-
dividuals identified as re-
sponsible be banned from 
stadiums and that clubs 
face significant conse-
quences for failing to curb 
racist behaviour among 
their fans. There are also 
calls for enhanced educa-
tion campaigns to promote 
inclusivity and respect 
within football culture.

UEFA and competition 

organisers are expected to 
review the incident and 
determine whether disci-
plinary action is warrant-
ed against the club whose 
supporters were involved. 
Potential sanctions could 
include fines, partial sta-
dium closures or point de-
ductions depending on the 
severity and recurrence of  
offences.

The spotlight on this ep-
isode highlights the broad-
er challenge facing global 
sport: balancing passion-
ate fan culture with re-
spect and dignity for all 
players. As elite competi-
tions like the Champions 
League continue to show-
case football’s diversity 
and global appeal, inci-
dents like this serve as 
painful reminders that 
more work remains to be 
done.

Supporters of  Vinícius 
and proponents of  anti-
racism initiatives main-
tain that collective pres-
s u r e  o n  f o o t b a l l 
authorities, clubs and 
fan communities is es-
sential to ensure that dis-
criminatory conduct is not 
tolerated and that stadi-
ums remain welcoming 
and safe for everyone.

Glenn McGrath Says Australia’s 
“Aura” Has Faded After T20 

World Cup Exit 

Former Australian fast bowling 
great Glenn McGrath has delivered 
a sharp critique of  Australia’s un-
derwhelming campaign at the 2026 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup, stating 
that the once-intimidating aura sur-
rounding the Australian cricket 
team is no longer present. His re-
marks follow Australia’s early exit 
from the tournament — a result that 
has triggered widespread debate 
back home.

Australia entered the competition 
as one of  the strong contenders, but 
their campaign quickly unravelled. 
Injuries to key fast bowlers such as 
Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood, 
along with the absence of  experi-
enced names in the T20 setup, left 
the side short on firepower. Incon-
sistent performances compounded 
the problem, with unexpected de-
feats proving costly in a tightly con-
tested group.

McGrath suggested that in earlier 
years, Australia carried a psycho-
logical edge — opponents often felt 
beaten before stepping onto the 
field. According to him, that domi-
nance and fear factor have dimin-
ished. He noted that rival teams now 
approach matches against Australia 
with greater belief  and confidence, 
reflecting a shift in global T20 
dynamics.

A significant part of  McGrath’s 
criticism centred on team selection 
and balance. He questioned some of  
the choices made by the selectors, 
particularly the preference for cer-
tain all-round options over experi-
enced batters. The former pacer im-
plied that recent form and clarity of  
role should have weighed more 

heavily in selection decisions, espe-
cially in a high-stakes tournament 
like the World Cup.

Australia’s bowling attack, tradi-
tionally their strength, lacked its 
usual bite. Without their frontline 
pace trio operating at full capacity, 
the team struggled to control match-
es during crucial phases. Mean-
while, the batting unit failed to de-
liver consistent performances, with 
collapses and misfiring middle-or-
der displays hurting their chances 
of  building momentum.

The early elimination was sealed 
after results elsewhere in the group 
went against them, confirming one 
of  Australia’s most disappointing 
T20 World Cup outings in recent 
memory. The exit has prompted 
broader reflection on Australia’s 
white-ball strategy, squad depth and 
transition planning.

McGrath’s comments reflect a 
wider sentiment within Australian 
cricket circles — that the team is at 
a crossroads. While the talent pool 
remains strong, the challenge lies in 
rebuilding confidence, refining tac-
tics and rediscovering the competi-
tive edge that once defined Austral-
ian sides across formats.

The debate now shifts to the fu-
ture. With major ICC tournaments 
on the horizon, Australia will need 
to reassess combinations, manage 
player workloads and invest in 
emerging talent to restore their 
standing. Whether the “aura” can 
be rebuilt remains to be seen, but 
the message from one of  Australia’s 
greatest bowlers is clear: reputation 
alone is no longer enough in mod-
ern T20 cricket.

Pakistan Hockey Captain Ammad Shakeel Butt on Lessons 
from Australia Tour and World League
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Dheeraj Mogilineni’s “Summer Holidays” Set 
for Grand Release on May 1, 2026

Hyderabad – Producer Dheeraj 
Mogilineni, known for his con-
tent-driven hits like Ambajipeta 
Marriage Band and The Girl-
friend, is all set to bring another 
family entertainer with “Sum-
mer Holidays”, scheduled for a 
grand release on May 1, 2026. 
Fresh off  the success of  his re-
cent blockbuster Couple Friend-
ly, Dheeraj Mogilineni is return-
ing to cinemas with a film that 
promises to be a delightful treat 
for audiences of  all ages.

“Summer Holidays” is a chil-
dren-centric entertainer, weav-
ing nostalgia, laughter, and 
heartfelt emotions into a story 
designed to resonate with both 
young viewers and adults. The 
film stars Master Rohan Roy, ac-
claimed for his roles in the 90’s 
Middle Class Biopic series and 
Bhartha Mahasayulaku Wign-
yapthi, alongside child artist 
Arun, who has impressed audi-
ences with performances in 
films such as 35-Chinna Katha 
Kaadu. Both actors are expected 
to bring charm and authenticity 
to their roles, capturing the es-
sence of  childhood innocence 
and adventure.

The film is directed by debu-
tant Srikar, who is making an 
impressive entry into cinema 
with a story that balances hu-
mor, nostalgia, and emotional 
moments. The technical team in-
cludes Sinjith Yerramilli as mu-
sic composer, known for his 
work in Little Hearts, and DOP 
Sai Prakash, who has lent his 
visual expertise to films like Til-
lu and Tillu Square. Their com-
bined efforts are expected to cre-
ate a vibrant and immersive 
cinematic experience, highlight-

ing the joy, curiosity, and wonder 
of  summer vacations.

Produced under the banner of  
Dheeraj Mogilineni Entertain-
ments, the project has received 
full backing from the producer, 
who expressed confidence in the 
film’s content and the potential 
to become a family favorite. The 
team also promises high produc-
tion values, engaging storytell-

ing, and a wholesome cinematic 
experience that connects with 
audiences across age groups.

With its grand release planned 
for the beginning of  May, “Sum-
mer Holidays” is positioning it-
self  as a must-watch film of  the 
season, appealing to families, 
children, and nostalgic viewers 
alike. The film’s combination of  
talented young actors, a passion-

ate debut director, and an experi-
enced technical crew aims to cre-
a t e  a  m e m o r a b l e  m ov i e 
experience that celebrates child-
hood, friendship, and the joy of  
summer adventures.

As anticipation builds, audi-
ences are gearing up to welcome 
this heartwarming entertainer, 
and the countdown to May 1, 
2026, has officially begun.

Emotional Crime Thriller D/O Prasad Rao Kanabadutaledhu 
Trailer Out

The makers of  D/O 
Prasad Rao Kanabadu-
taledhu have released 
an intense and emotion-
ally charged trailer, of-
fering a gripping pre-
v i e w  o f  t h e  c r i m e 
thriller ahead of  its pre-
miere on ZEE5 on Feb-
ruary 27. Directed by 
Krishna Poluru and 
produced by K. V. Sri 
Ram under the banner 
South India Screens, the 
series blends emotional 
depth with investigative 
suspense.

The trailer begins on 
a warm and intimate 
note, highlighting the 
affectionate bond be-
tween a  f ather  and 
daughter. Rajiv Kanaka-
la plays Prasad Rao, a 
loving father whose life 
is thrown into turmoil 
wh e n  h i s  d a u g h t e r 
Swathi suddenly disap-
pears. This emotional 
f o u n d a t i o n  q u i c k l y 
transitions into a tense 
search, setting the tone 
for a mystery driven as 
much by feelings as by 
facts.

Swathi, portrayed by 
Vasanthika, remains a 
strong emotional pres-
ence despite her ab-
sence, with glimpses of  
her dreams and rela-
tionships deepening the 
sense of  loss. As the in-
vestig ation unfolds, 
Uday Bhanu appears as 
Investigation Officer 
Rebecca Joseph, bring-
ing intensity and au-
thority to the narrative. 
The trailer hints at hid-
den truths and over-
looked clues, raising 
questions about wheth-
er Swathi’s disappear-
ance is tied to her hostel 
life, workplace, or some-
one close to her.

Supporting perfor-
mances from Gayatri 
Bhargavi, Hima Bindu, 
and Sri Ram Venkat add 
layers to the story’s 
emotional and investi-
gative arcs, suggesting 
a  c o m p l e x  w e b  o f  
relationships.

The screenplay by 
Krishna Poluru is de-
signed to build suspense 
gradually while staying 

rooted in emotional re-
alism, with dialogues by 
Maidala Shruti enhanc-
ing authenticity. The 
background score com-
posed by Sri Ram Mad-
dury underscores both 
tension and sentiment, 
while editing by Chan-
drashekar G. V keeps 
the narrative tight and 
engaging. Cinematogra-
pher Ram K Mahesh vis-
ually reinforces the se-
ries’ mood of  unease 
and emotional fragility.

More than a conven-
tional crime story, the 
series explores parental 
love, uncertainty, and 
resilience in the face of  
loss. With its blend of  
psychological depth and 
suspense, D/O Prasad 
Rao Kanabadutaledhu 
aims to deliver an emo-
t i o n a l ly  c o m p e l l i n g 
v i ew i n g  e x p e r i e n c e 
w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g 
ZEE5’s push toward am-
b i t i o u s  r e g i o n a l 
originals.

The series will stream 
exclusively on ZEE5 
starting February 27.

Mahesh Vitta’s “Uthutha Heroes” Set 
for Theatrical Release on February 27

Hyderabad – Producer 
Dheeraj  Mo gilineni, 
known for his content-
driven hits like Ambaji-
peta Marriage Band and 
The Girlfriend, is all set 
to bring another family 
entertainer with “Sum-
mer Holidays”, sched-
uled for a grand release 
on May 1, 2026. Fresh off  
the success of  his recent 
b l o c k b u s t e r  C o u p l e 
Friendly, Dheeraj Mo-
gilineni is returning to 
cinemas with a film that 
promises to be a delight-
ful treat for audiences of  
all ages.

“Summer Holidays” is 
a children-centric enter-
tainer, weaving nostal-
gia, laughter, and heart-
felt emotions into a story 
designed to resonate 
with both young viewers 
and adults. The film 
stars Master Rohan Roy, 
acclaimed for his roles 
in the 90’s Middle Class 
Biopic series and Bhar-
t h a  M a h a s a y u l a k u 
Wignyapthi, alongside 
child artist Arun, who 
has impressed audienc-
es with performances in 
films such as 35-Chinna 
Katha Kaadu. Both ac-
tors are expected to 
bring char m and au-
thenticity to their roles, 
capturing the essence of  
childhood innocence 
and adventure.

The film is directed by 
debutant Srikar, who is 
making an impressive 
entry into cinema with a 
story that balances hu-
mor, nostalgia, and emo-
tional moments. The 
technical team includes 
Sinjith Yerramilli as 
music composer, known 
for his work in Little 
Hearts, and DOP Sai 

Prakash, who has lent 
his visual expertise to 
films like Tillu and Til-
lu Square. Their com-
bined efforts are expect-
ed to create a vibrant 
and immersive cinemat-
ic  experience,  high-
lighting the joy, curios-
i t y,  a n d  wo n d e r  o f  
summer vacations.

Produced under the 
banner of  Dheeraj Mo-
g i l i n e n i  E n t e r t a i n -
ments, the project has 
received full backing 
from the producer, who 
expressed confidence in 
the film’s content and 
the potential to become 
a family favorite. The 
team also promises high 
production values, en-
gaging storytelling, and 
a wholesome cinematic 
experience that con-
nects with audiences 

across age groups.
With its grand release 

planned for the begin-
ning of  May, “Summer 
Holidays” is positioning 
itself  as a must-watch 
film of  the season, ap-
pealing to families, chil-
dren,  and nostalgic 
viewers alike. The film’s 
combination of  talented 
young actors, a passion-
ate debut director, and 
an experienced techni-
cal crew aims to create a 
memorable movie expe-
rience that celebrates 
childhood, friendship, 
and the joy of  summer 
adventures.

As anticipation builds, 
audiences are gearing 
up to  welcome this 
heartwar ming enter-
tainer, and the count-
down to May 1, 2026, has 
officially begun.

“Couple Friendly” Crosses ₹5.42 Crore Worldwide in Just 3 Days
Hyderabad – The ro-

mantic entertainer “Cou-
ple Friendly”, starring 
Santosh Shobhan and 
Manasa Varanasi, is cre-
ating waves at the box of-
fice with a remarkable 
performance in its open-
ing weekend. Released in 
Telugu and Tamil, the 
film has grossed an im-
pressive �5.42 crore world-
wide within the first 
three days, establishing 
itself  as a commercial 
success and a crowd 
favourite.

Directed by Ashwin 
Chandrasekhar, “Couple 
Friendly” is a heart-
warming love story that 
has resonated with audi-
ences of  all ages. The 
film’s charming narra-
tive, coupled with strong 
perfor mances by the 
lead actors, has contrib-
uted significantly to its 
early box office triumph. 
Fans and critics alike 
have praised the film for 
its engaging storyline, 
relatable characters, 
and light-hearted ro-
mantic elements.

The film has also re-
ceived  appreciat ion 
from prominent stars 
such as Rebel Star Prab-
has and Siddhu Jonnala-
gadda, adding to its vis-
ibility and credibility in 
the industry. The promo-
tional tour undertaken 
by the cast and crew has 
fur ther  boosted the 
film’s reach, creating 
buzz among audiences 
in multiple regions.

“Couple Friendly” is 
presented by UV Crea-
tions and produced un-
der the banner of  UV 
Concepts, with Ajay Ku-
mar Raju P. serving as 
co-producer. Passionate 
producer and distribu-
tor Dheeraj Mogilineni 
has overseen the film’s 
r e l e a s e  i n  A n d h r a 
Pradesh and Telangana, 
ensuring strong region-
al presence. The collabo-
rative efforts of  the pro-
duction and distribution 
teams have played a key 
role in the film’s smooth 
r o l l o u t  a n d  e a r l y 
success.

The technical team be-

hind the film has also 
been widely appreciat-
ed. Dinesh Purushotha-
man handled cinematog-
raphy, capturing the 
vibrant visuals of  the 
story, while Ganesh Shi-
va provided crisp edit-
ing. The film’s music, 
composed by Aditya 
Ravindran, adds depth 
to the narrative, enhanc-
ing the emotional and 
romantic beats of  the 
story. Michael BFA han-
dled the art direction, 
creating authentic and 
visually appealing sets, 
and S.S. Varma served 
as executive producer, 
ensuring a cohesive pro-
duction process.

With its promising 
start, “Couple Friendly” 
is poised to continue its 
b ox  o f f i c e  r u n  a n d 
strengthen its position 
as one of  the notable ro-
mantic entertainers of  
the year. Audiences are 
responding enthusiasti-
cally to the film, making 
it a must-watch for lov-
ers of  heartfelt, feel-
good cinema.

Director Sailesh Kolanu Pledges 
Organs, Advocates for Life-

Saving Cause

Hyderabad – Renowned 
filmmaker Sailesh Ko-
lanu, known for his im-
pactful storytelling, has 
taken a powerful step in 
support of  a noble cause 
by pledging his organs at 
a recent Organ Donation 
Drive. The director, wide-
ly recognized for his con-
tributions to Indian cin-
ema, has urged the public 
to consider organ dona-
tion as a meaningful way 
to save lives.

Speaking about his de-
cision on social media, 
Kolanu described organ 
donation as “one of  the 
most selfless things a 
human being can do.” 
By pledging his organs, 
he hopes to inspire more 
individuals to consider 
this life-saving act and 
contribute to the wel-
fare of  those in need.

In his message, he em-
phasized the impor-
tance of  having open 
conversations with fam-
ily members about one’s 
intentions. “It is essen-
tial to discuss your deci-
sion with your loved 

ones,” Kolanu stated, 
highlighting that clear 
communication ensures 
that the donor’s wishes 
are respected and hon-
ored when the time 
comes.

Organ donation con-
tinues to be a vital issue 
in India, with thousands 
of  patients awaiting 
life-saving transplants 
every year. Public fig-
ures like Kolanu play a 
significant role in rais-
i n g  aw a r e n e s s  a n d 
breaking misconcep-
tions surrounding the 
process. By leading by 
example, he is setting a 
precedent for social re-
sponsibility in the en-
tertainment industry 
and beyond.

The drive, which took 
place recently, brought 
together several partici-
pants committed to con-
tributing to society by 
pledging their organs. 
Organ donation not only 
saves lives but also pro-
vides hope to families 
grappling with critical 
illnesses, making such 

campaigns instrumental 
in fostering a culture of  
empathy and altruism.

 Kolanu’s decision reso-
nates deeply with the 
public, encouraging fans 
and followers to reflect on 
the impact of  organ dona-
tion. With his influential 
platform and thoughtful 
advocacy, the director is 
helping to bring much-
needed attention to a 
cause that has the poten-
tial to transform lives.

As awareness grows, 
more individuals are 
likely to follow in Ko-
lanu’s footsteps, embrac-
ing organ donation as a 
meaningful and selfless 
act. His message under-
scores the belief  that 
small acts of  generosity 
can leave lasting legacies 
and truly make a differ-
ence in the world.

Director Sailesh Ko-
lanu’s pledge serves as a 
reminder that cinema’s 
influence extends beyond 
the screen, inspiring peo-
ple to take real-life ac-
tions that save lives and 
uplift communities.


