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Andhra Pradesh Launches 

App-Based Kisan Drone 
Services for Farmers
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Amaravati/Delhi, 
February 10, 2026 | 
TPN Bureau

A n d h r a 
P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chan-

drababu Naidu held a 
key meeting in New Del-
hi with Union Minister 
for Agriculture and 
F a r m e r s ’  We l f a r e 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
to seek greater central 
support for agricultural 
initiatives and allied 
sectors. The discussion, 
part of  a series of  high-
level engagements dur-
ing the Chief  Minister’s 
visit to the national cap-
ital, focused on strength-
ening cooperation be-
tween the state and the 
Centre to benefit farm-
e r s  a n d  r u r a l 
communities.

During the delibera-
tions, Chandrababu 
highlighted Andhra 

Pradesh’s efforts to pro-
mote sustainable and 
natural farming prac-
tices and called for en-
hanced financial assis-
tance to expand these 
programmes. He out-
lined the state’s achieve-
ments  in reducing 
chemical fertiliser use 
and detailed plans to in-
crease the adoption of  
organic farming across 
more agricultural land. 
The Chief  Minister also 
urged the release of  cen-
tral funds to support 
key schemes and incen-
tives that encourage 
farmers to transition to 
eco-friendly cultivation 
methods.

In addition to natural 
farming, Chandrababu 
sought support for de-
veloping the coconut 
sector through invest-
ments in processing 
parks, modern market-
ing infrastructure, and 
training for growers. He 

also requested financial 
backing for other crop 
development initiatives 
that could generate em-
ployment and improve 
farmer incomes.

The Chief  Minister’s 
appeal for the release of  
pending central funds 
under multiple agricul-
tural support schemes 
was a major point of  
discussion. Enhancing 
cooperation on irriga-
tion-linked crop support 
and price deficiency 
payments were among 
the issues raised, re-
flecting the state gov-
ernment’s emphasis on 
ensuring financial sta-
bi l i ty  for  f ar ming 
communities.

Chouhan acknowl-
edged Andhra Pradesh’s 
contributions to the na-
tion’s agricultural out-
put and signalled the 
Centre’s willingness to 
collaborate on strength-
ening rural and farm 

development. He em-
phasised the impor-
tance of  integrating 
state-level initiatives 
with national schemes 
to achieve sustainable 
growth and improve the 
livelihoods of  farmers 
across the state.

The meeting is part of  
a broader push by the 
Chief  Minister to se-
cure central coopera-
tion on sectors critical 
to Andhra Pradesh’s 
economy, including ag-
riculture, water re-
source management, 
and infrastructure. 
Chandrababu is sched-
uled to hold further 
talks with other Union 
Ministers to advance de-
velopment projects and 
financial support, aim-
ing to accelerate pro-
gress on priority sectors 
while ensuring long-
term benefits for the 
p e o p l e  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh.

Chandrababu Meets Union Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan to Boost Agriculture Support

AP Assembly Budget Session Begins Today

TPN Bureau | 
Pithapuram, February 
10, 2026: 

An d h r a 
P r a d e s h 
D e p u t y 
Chief  Min-

ister Pawan Kalyan 
has announced a com-
passionate initiative 
to support orphaned 
c h i l d r e n  i n  h i s 
Pithapuram Assembly 
constituency. He has 
pledged to dedicate his 
entire legislative sala-
ry to the welfare of  or-
phans, providing them 
with financial assis-
tance to improve their 
living conditions and 
future prospects.

On Friday, Pawan 
Kalyan began the pro-
gramme by distribut-
ing monthly financial 
aid of  ₹5,000 each to 42 
orphan children from 
the Pithapuram area. 
He personally handed 
over the first instal-
ments to 32 children 
present at the event, 
while arrangements 
were made for the re-
maining ten children 
to receive their sup-
port through local ad-
ministrative channels. 

The Deputy Chief  
Minister emphasised 
that the salary he 
earns as an MLA be-
longs to the people, 
and he has chosen to 
use it for the well-be-
ing of  the most vulner-
able members of  the 
c o n s t i t u e n c y.  H e 
pledged that as long as 
he holds office, his full 
salary will be directed 
towards the welfare 
and future needs of  
these orphans, includ-
ing education and dai-
ly living support.

Pawan Kalyan ex-
pressed that investing 
in the future of  chil-
dren without parental 
care reflects both a 
moral duty and a com-
mitment to social re-
sponsibility. He hopes 
the assistance will 
provide stability, nour-
ishment, schooling 
and opportunities for 
these children to grow 
into confident, capable 
adults.

The initiative has 
received widespread 
appreciation from lo-
cal residents, party 
workers and well-
wishers, who praised 
it as a meaningful ef-

fort to uplift marginal-
ised sections of  socie-
ty. Janasena Party 
leaders confir med 
that the monthly assis-
tance would be deliv-
ered directly to the 
children’s homes to 
ensure convenience 
and dignity in receiv-
ing support.

This orphan sup-
port programme is 
part of  Pawan Kaly-
an’s broader focus on 
constituency develop-
ment and social wel-
fare, as he continues to 
engage with commu-
nities on education, 
health, livelihoods 
and infrastructure is-
sues. The initiative is 
being seen as a tangi-
ble demonstration of  
his commitment to 
prioritising vulnera-
ble groups and mak-
ing a real difference in 
their lives.

The programme re-
flects a combination 
of  political responsi-
bility and personal 
commitment to social 
causes, setting an ex-
ample for public rep-
resentatives to use 
their resources for 
community benefit.

Amaravati, February 10, 
2026| TPN Bureau

Th e  A n d h r a 
Pradesh Leg-
islative As-
sembly is set 

to convene its Budget 
Session from February 
11, kicking off  a crucial 
legislative period that 
will shape the state’s fi-
nancial and policy direc-
tion for the coming year. 
The session will open 
with the customary Gov-
ernor’s address to the 
legislature, signaling 
the start of  detailed dis-
cussions on governance 
priorities, spending 
plans and legislative 
business.

Governor S. Abdul 
Nazeer is scheduled to 
begin proceedings in the 
morning, setting the 
tone for what is expected 
to be a multi-week ses-
sion focused on the 
state’s economic strate-
gy and reforms. Law-
makers from all major 

parties will participate 
in debates and scrutiny 
of  government propos-
als, with the initial days 
dedicated to addressing 
the motion of  thanks on 
the Governor’s speech 
and broad policy issues 
before moving into spe-
cific budget matters.

A major highlight of  
this session will be the 
presentation of  the state 
budget for the financial 
year 2026-27, scheduled 
for February 14. Finance 
Minister Pyyavula Kes-
hav will table the budg-
et, outlining expendi-
ture priorities, revenue 
plans,  development 
schemes and fiscal man-
agement strategies. On 
the same day, the Agri-
culture Minister will 
present a separate agri-
culture budget, reflect-
ing the government’s 
focus on the farming 
sector and rural econo-
my. The upcoming budg-
et session is particularly 
significant as it marks 

one of  the first full budg-
et cycles under the cur-
rent administration. Of-
ficials expect extensive 
discussions on infra-
structure, education, 
health, social welfare 
and economic growth 
initiatives. With Andhra 
Pradesh’s developmen-
tal ambitions gaining 
pace, lawmakers are 
likely to engage deeply 
on allocations for major 
programmes and public 
services. Among innova-
tions this year, the As-
sembly Speaker has in-
t r o d u c e d  d i g i t a l 
attendance using facial 

recognition technology 
to record MLA partici-
pation more accurately, 
a move aimed at enhanc-
ing transparency and 
legislative discipline. 
Additionally, the Assem-
bly has opened a limited 
number of  gallery seats 
for students to observe 
proceedings, encourag-
ing civic engagement 
and awareness of  parlia-
mentary processes.  Po-
litical observers say the 
Budget Session will also 
see debates on key poli-
cy reforms and bills be-
yond the budget itself. 
With a range of  issues 

on the agenda and 
heightened public inter-
est, the session promises 
active participation 
from both the ruling 
party and the opposi-
tion. The Assembly is 
expected to remain in 
session through early 
March, with lawmakers 
working through budg-
etary approvals, com-
mittee reports and legis-
lative proposals. The 
outcomes of  this session 
are likely to influence 
Andhra Pradesh’s devel-
opment trajectory and 
policy priorities for the 
year ahead.

Pawan Kalyan Dedicates Salary to Support 
Orphans in Pithapuram

Nara Lokesh Announces Good 
News for Students
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Chandrababu 
Secures Approval 
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Metro Rail Project
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Kollu Ravindra 
Vows to Transform 

Machilipatnam 
into a Model of 
Development

T P N  B u r e a u  |  
Amaravati, February 
10, 2026 : 

A n d h r a 
Pradesh Ed-
ucation and 
IT Minister 

N a r a  L o ke s h  h a s 
brought encouraging 
news for  students 
across the state, reaf-
firming the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
strengthening educa-
tional opportunities 
and support systems. In 
recent communications 
with students and offi-
cials, Lokesh outlined 
several  initiatives 
aimed at enhancing ac-
ademic support, oppor-
tunities and future 
prospects for learners 
of  all ages.

At a recent engage-
ment with student 
groups, Lokesh empha-
sised that the govern-
ment is focused on cre-
ating a  conducive 
environment for learn-
ing and skill develop-
ment. He highlighted 
ongoing efforts to en-
sure quality education, 
better infrastructure 
and student centric re-
forms across govern-
ment schools and col-
leges. Lokesh urged 
students to stay moti-
vated, work hard and 
take full advantage of  

the support being rolled 
out to help them suc-
ceed academically and 
professionally.

One of  the key as-
pects of  his announce-
ment was related to 
pending fee reimburse-
ments, which have long 
been a concern for 
many families. The 
minister assured that 
the government is tak-
ing decisive steps to 
clear backlog payments 
and streamline the pro-
cess so that eligible stu-
dents receive their due 
support without fur-
ther delay. This move 
has been welcomed by 
students and parents 
who had been awaiting 
reimbursements for ac-
ademic expenses.

Lokesh also reiterat-
ed the state govern-
ment’s focus on prepar-
i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r 
competitive environ-
ments, including na-
tional level examina-
t i o n s  a n d  f u t u r e 
careers. He encouraged 
students to make use of  
additional lear ning 
aids, modern facilities 
a n d  p l a n n e d  p r o -
grammes that aim to 
improve subject mas-
tery, critical thinking 
and employability.

In his message to stu-
dents, Lokesh under-

scored the importance 
of  balanced growth—
academically, socially 
and ethically. He shared 
that the government’s 
long term vision priori-
tises access to quality 
education for every 
child, coupled with ef-
forts to bridge gaps in 
skill development and 
h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g 
opportunities.

The minister’s com-
munication has sparked 
posi t ive  react ions 
among student commu-
nities, educationists 
and parents, who see 
these efforts as timely 
support in an increas-
ingly competitive aca-
demic landscape. With 
reforms and financial 
assistance measures 
underway, students 
across Andhra Pradesh 
are hopeful about im-
proved educational out-
comes and enhanced 
support structures that 
can pave the way for 
greater achievements.

Overall, Lokesh’s an-
nouncement reflects a 
renewed push by the 
state government to pri-
oritise youth develop-
ment, reduce financial 
barriers for students 
and create an empower-
ing educational ecosys-
tem where every learn-
er can thrive.
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Jagan Slams Chandrababu Government Over Srisailam Incident
Amaravati, February 10, 
2026| TPN Bureau

YSR Congress 
Party presi-
dent and for-
m e r  C h i e f  

Minister Y. S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy has strongly 
criticised the Andhra 
Pradesh government 
led by N. Chandrababu 
Naidu over an incident 
involving devotees at 
Srisailam, calling it a 
clear example of  the ad-
ministration’s failure to 
ensure safety and prop-
er arrangements for pil-
grims. Jagan’s remarks 
come amid rising politi-

cal tensions in the state, 
with rival leaders clash-
ing over governance, 
public welfare, and fes-
tival management.

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y 
arose after re ports 
claimed that police used 
force against devotees 
who had gathered for 
religious rituals, point-
ing to what Jagan de-
scribed as glaring laps-
es in crowd management 
and inadequate facili-
ties. He termed the use 
of  baton charges on pil-
grims as “unaccepta-
ble” and highlighted the 
government’s failure to 
anticipate the heavy in-

flux of  visitors during 
the festival period.

Jagan emphasised 
that authorities did not 
make suf ficient ar-
rangements for essen-
tial amenities such as 
drinking water, queue 
control, medical sup-
port, and seating, leav-
ing devotees, including 
children and the elderly, 
to endure long hours of  
discomfort. He criti-
cised the reduction of  
traditional pilgrimage 
hours without corre-
s p o n d i n g  i m p rove -
ments in infrastruc-
t u r e ,  w h i c h 
compounded the diffi-

culties faced by visitors. 
The YSRCP leader also 
referred to past inci-
dents at religious sites 
across Andhra Pradesh, 
arguing that similar 
shortcomings had been 
repeatedly observed un-
der the current govern-
ment. He suggested that 
lessons from previous 
events were ignored, re-
sulting in repeated ad-
ministrative failures to 
protect pilgrims and 
manage crowds effec-
tively. Jagan further 
questioned why Chief  
Minister Naidu and 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan had not 

addressed the issue 
publicly or apologised 
to affected devotees. He 
urged the government 
to accept responsibility 
for the lapses, issue an 
apology, and implement 
strict measures to pre-
vent such incidents in 
the future. The opposi-
tion leader’s comments 
underscore the political 
fault lines emerging 
around public safety 
during religious festi-
vals. By highlighting 
what he called adminis-
trative negligence, Jag-
an aimed to portray the 
government as lacking 
empathy and efficiency 
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Vijayawada | Febru-
ary 10, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

APJAC Amaravati 
State Chairman Boppa-
raju Venkateswarlu has 
called upon the coalition 
government to deliver 
justice to government 
employees and pension-
ers who reposed faith in 
the new administration, 
demanding immediate 
clearance of  long-pend-
ing financial dues with 
priority to retired and 
deceased employees.

In a statement issued 
on Tuesday, Bopparaju 
Venkateswarlu said that 
resolutions passed dur-
ing the Fourth State 
General Body Meeting 
of  APJAC Amaravati, 
held on February 5 in Vi-
jayawada with the par-

ticipation of  nearly 
12,000 employees, were 
formally submitted in 
writing to Chief  Secre-
tary K. Vijayanand. The 
meeting was conducted 
in the presence of  State 
Ministers Payyavula Ke-
shav and Satyakumar 
Yadav. He informed that 
the newly elected AP-
JAC Amaravati state ex-
ecutive committee was 
also introduced to the 
Chief  Secretary during 
the meeting. Bopparaju 
highlighted that dues 
payable to government 
employees and pension-
ers have accumulated to 
nearly ₹40,000 crore, in-
cluding about ₹25,000 
crore pending from the 
previous government.

Stressing the urgency 
of  the issue, he demand-

ed that retirement ben-
efits and pending settle-
ments of  pensioners and 
deceased employees be 
cleared on a priority ba-
sis. He also urged the 

government to transpar-
ently disclose employee-
wise pending dues by 
clearly reflecting them 
in individual pay slips, 
including arrears relat-

ed to the 11th Pay Revi-
sion Commission (PRC), 
surrendered leave, leave 
encashment, and other 
entitlements.

Bopparaju further de-

manded the immediate 
constitution of  the 12th 
PRC and announcement 
of  Interim Relief  (IR) to 
address rising living 
costs. He also called for 

the restoration of  the 
Additional Quantum of  
Pension, which was re-
duced from 15 percent to 
10 percent by the previ-
ous government, urging 
that it be reinstated to 15 
percent without delay.

The APJAC resolu-
tions also included de-
mands for resolving fi-
n a n c i a l  a n d 
non-financial issues 
across departments, ad-
dressing the concerns of  
outsourcing employees, 
e x t e n d i n g  we l f a r e 
schemes to outsourcing 
staff  and low-income 
pensioners receiving 
less than ₹10,000 per 
month, and ensuring eq-
uitable benefits for all 
sections of  employees.

Appreciating the coa-
lition government’s re-

cent decisions, Boppa-
raju described the 
relaxation of  the Child 
Care Leave age limit—
allowing women em-
ployees to avail it any-
t i m e  u n t i l 
retirement—as a histor-
ic and progressive step, 
benefitting nearly 60 
percent of  the work-
force. He also expressed 
gratitude to the govern-
ment for issuing 11 Gov-
ernment Orders restor-
ing facilities to APSRTC 
employees that were 
withdrawn after the 
merger, following repre-
sentations made by AP-
JAC Amaravati and RTC 
Employees’ Unions.

Several APJAC state 
leaders were present 
during the meeting with 
the Chief  Secretary.

Amaravati | February 
10, 2026 | TPN Bureau

In a significant push 
towards technology-driv-
en and sustainable agri-
culture, the Andhra 
Pradesh Department of  
Agriculture has pio-
neered the “Uberisation 
of  Kisan Drones”, ena-
bling farmers across the 
State to access drone-
based crop spraying ser-
vices through a digital 
platform similar to app-
based cab booking 
systems.

Chairing a State-level 
review meeting with ag-
ricultural officers on 
Monday, Director of  Ag-
riculture Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, IAS, an-
nounced that hire-based 

Kisan Drone services 
have been operational-
ised statewide. Farmers 
can now book drone 
spraying services for fer-
tilisers and plant protec-
tion chemicals anytime 
and anywhere through 
the Uberisation of  Kisan 
Drones mobile applica-
tion, available on the 
Play Store and through 
QR code access.

Dr. Samoon said drone-
based spraying ensures 
rapid, precise, and effi-
cient coverage of  large 
agricultural areas, par-
ticularly during pest and 
disease outbreaks. This 
technology helps pre-
vent further spread of  
infestations, minimises 
crop losses, and signifi-

cantly reduces turna-
round time. He added 
that drone usage opti-
mises pesticide applica-

tion, lowers input costs, 
addresses labour short-
ages, and enhances 
farmer safety while en-

suring better environ-
mental outcomes.

Highlighting the en-
couraging response from 

the farming community, 
the Director revealed 
that within just two 
weeks of  the launch, 
10,342 farmers have reg-
istered on the platform. 
Of  these, 2,654 farmers 
have already raised ser-
vice requests, while 155 
farmers have availed 
drone spraying services 
covering an area of  356 
acres, indicating strong 
acceptance at the field 
level.

Among the districts, 
Anakapalli has emerged 
as the top performer in 
terms of  farmer regis-
trations, service de-
mand, and area covered 
under drone operations, 
followed closely by Kona-
seema district.

To ensure seamless 
and large-scale service 
delivery, the Department 
has onboarded 980 drone 
service providers on the 
platform. Dr. Samoon 
clarified that new ser-
vice providers must up-
load DGCA-authorised 
certification issued by 
the Ministry of  Civil Avi-
ation and complete the 
a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s 
through the District Ag-
riculture Officer’s login, 
ensuring strict adher-
ence to national aviation 
and safety norms.

The Director instruct-
ed District Agriculture 
Officers to intensify 
awareness campaigns 
and capacity-building 
programmes for both 

farmers and service pro-
viders. Special focus will 
be placed on app regis-
tration, service booking 
procedures, and opera-
tional protocols under 
the hire model. He also 
emphasised that Rythu 
Seva Kendras staff  will 
play a crucial facilitation 
role at the grassroots 
level.

The review meeting 
was attended by senior 
departmental officials, 
during which Sri N. Po-
lappa, Executive Engi-
neer (Agriculture), pre-
s e n t e d  a  d e t a i l e d 
overview of  the imple-
mentation progress and 
operational framework 
of  the initiative.

Chairman Bopparaju Venkateswarlu Demands Justice for Employees and Pensioners

Nidadavole | February 
10, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter for Tourism, Culture 
and Cinematography Kan-
dula Durgesh on Tuesday 
alleged that opposition 
parties are resorting to 
“diversion politics” as 
they are unable to digest 
the rapid development and 
growing public support 
achieved by the ruling coa-
lition government. He was 
speaking to the media at 
his camp office in Nidada-
vole after distributing 
Chief  Minister’s Relief  
Fund (CMRF) cheques to 
beneficiaries.

The Minister said the 
coalition government’s de-
velopment initiatives and 
welfare programmes have 
earned widespread appre-
ciation from people across 
the state. “Unable to toler-
ate this positive response, 
opposition leaders are in-
dulging in unnecessary 
criticism and attempts to 
mislead the public,” he re-
marked. He particularly 
took strong exception to 
what he described as the 
opposition’s attempts to 
create unrest in the name 
of  condolence visits 
(Odarpuyatras).

Durgesh said that con-
dolence visits should re-
main humanitarian in na-
ture and not turn into 
displays of  political 
strength. He alleged that 
such programmes were 
causing inconvenience to 
the general public and, in 
some cases, even leading 
to tragic incidents. “Creat-
ing chaos in the name of  
sympathy is unacceptable. 
The opposition must act 
responsibly and extend 
constructive suggestions 
instead of  disrupting 
peace,” he said, urging op-
position parties to cooper-
ate with the government 
in the larger public 
interest.

Referring to the state-
wide tourism festivals re-
cently organised by the 
government, the Minister 
said they received an over-
whelming response from 
citizens, reflecting public 

confidence in the govern-
ment’s policies. He ac-
cused opposition leaders 
of  attempting to tarnish 
this image through base-
less allegations.

Speaking about the up-
coming Assembly session, 
which begins on Wednes-
day, Durgesh said the 
month-long session would 
witness the introduction 
of  several key legislations 
aimed at accelerating state 
development and strength-
ening welfare delivery. 
“The coalition govern-
ment will bring progres-
sive laws, and I will active-
ly participate in the 
Assembly while remain-
ing accessible to the people 
o f  N i d a d avo l e , ”  h e 
assured.

The Minister also said 
efforts are underway to 
mobilise funds for the 
comprehensive develop-
ment of  the Nidadavole 
constituency, keeping in 
view future requirements, 
including infrastructure 
development ahead of  the 
upcoming Godavari Push-
karalu. He reiterated the 

government’s commit-
ment to balanced regional 
development.

Strict Warning to Edu-
cational Institutions

Minister Durgesh is-
sued a strong warning to 
school and college man-
agements regarding stu-
dent safety. He said the 
government would not tol-
erate negligence in the 
maintenance and opera-
tion of  school and college 
buses. “If  educational in-
stitutions fail to adhere to 
safety norms, the govern-
ment will not hesitate to 
shut them down,” he 
warned.

He added that violations 
would invite not only civil 
action but also stringent 
criminal cases against 
managements. “There is 
no compromise when it 
comes to the safety of  stu-
dents,” the Minister 
asserted.

The statements were re-
leased by the Public Rela-
tions Officer (PRO) of  the 
Minister for Tourism, Cul-
ture and Cinematography.

Opposition Resorting to Diver-
sion Politics, Says Minister Kan-

dula Durgesh

Minister Reviews AP Drone Corporation Progress
Amaravati | February 10, 

2026 | TPN Bureau
Andhra Pradesh Minister 

for Investments and Infra-
structure, B.C. Janardhan 
Reddy, on Tuesday conduct-
ed a comprehensive review 
meeting on the progress and 
future roadmap of  the AP 
Drone Corporation at the 
R&B Department office in 
the Secretariat. The review 
focused on investments, in-
frastructure development, 
skill creation, and policy ini-
tiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing the state ’s  drone 
ecosystem.

During the meeting, the 
Minister took stock of  the 
ongoing development initia-
tives undertaken by the AP 
Drone Corporation and em-
phasized the need to work in 
alignment with Chief  Min-
ister N.  Chandrababu 
Naidu’s vision of  transform-
ing Andhra Pradesh into the 
“Drone Capital of  India.” He 
stressed that the corpora-
tion should function with a 
clear strategy to position the 
state as a national hub for 
drone manufacturing, train-
i n g ,  t e s t i n g ,  a n d 
applications.

Key discussions were held 

on the proposed Drone City, 
including the requirement 
of  securing a dedicated air-
space for drone testing. The 
Minister reviewed the status 
of  approvals from the Direc-
torate General of  Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) and under-
scored the importance of  
expediting clearances to en-
sure timely implementation 
of  drone-related projects.

The Minister also exam-
ined the institutional struc-
ture of  the AP Drone Corpo-
ration, noting that it is 
currently functioning as 
part of  AP FiberNet. He di-
rected officials to explore 
measures for granting great-
er autonomy to the Drone 
Corporation to enable faster 
decision-making, improved 
operational efficiency, and 
focused growth.

Highlighting the increas-
ing role of  drones at the 
grassroots level, the Minis-
ter reviewed their usage in 
agriculture and allied sec-
tors, particularly for crop 
spraying, monitoring, and 
data collection. He also 
sought details on public 
awareness initiatives relat-
ed to drone applications. De-
spite growing demand for 

drone services, officials 
flagged a shortage of  trained 
drone pilots, prompting fo-
cused deliberations on skill 
development.

To address this gap, the 
Minister instructed officials 
to establish drone training 
centers in every district 
headquarters during the up-
coming summer. He empha-
sized the need to prepare a 
sufficient number of  pilots 
ahead of  the next Kharif  
season,  ensuring that 
trained manpower is readily 
available for agricultural 
operations.

The Minister further sug-
gested leveraging technical 
expertise from IITs, poly-
technic colleges, and other 
technical institutions to de-
liver structured drone train-
ing programs. He directed 

officials to assess future de-
mand and design vocational 
skill courses tailored to 
drone pilot training and al-
lied technical roles.

In line with inclusive 
growth objectives, the Min-
ister also asked the corpora-
tion to examine proposals 
for training women from 
DWCRA (Self-Help Group) 
associations as drone pilots, 
in accordance with the 
Chief  Minister’s vision of  
w o m e n - l e d  s k i l l 
empowerment.

The review meeting was 
attended by AP Drone Cor-
poration Managing Director 
Shaurya Man Patel, Addi-
tional CEO P. Praveen Ku-
mar, and senior officials of  
the department, who briefed 
the Minister on current ini-
tiatives and upcoming plans.

Cycling Can Protect the Environment and Improve Health: 
Minister Kollu Ravindra

Machilipatnam | Febru-
ary 10, 2026

State Minister for Mines, 
Geology and Excise Kollu 
Ravindra on Monday empha-
sised that increased use of  
bicycles can play a crucial 
role in protecting the envi-
ronment while also promot-
ing better public health. He 
urged citizens to reduce de-
pendence on bikes and cars 
and adopt cycling as a daily 
habit.

The Minister was speak-
ing at the Market Yard in 
Machilipatnam, where he 
participated in the distribu-
tion of  bicycles to DWCRA 
women beneficiaries. During 
the event, he fondly recalled 
his childhood memories as-
sociated with cycling and 
highlighted its long-term 
physical and mental health 
benefits.

Kollu Ravindra said the 

State Gover nment has 
launched a scheme to pro-
vide electric bicycles at sub-
sidised rates, keeping in 
mind the future of  the 
younger generation and the 
growing need for eco-friend-
ly transportation. “Cycling is 
not just a means of  trans-
port; it is a lifestyle that en-
sures good health and a clean 
environment,” he stated.

Referring to global trends, 
the Minister pointed out that 
bicycle usage has increased 
significantly in many devel-
oped countries as part of  sus-
tainable urban mobility ini-
t i a t i v e s .  U n d e r  t h e 
government scheme, bicy-
cles worth around ₹35,000 are 
being provided at a subsi-
dised price of  ₹24,000, ena-
bling beneficiaries to own 
them at affordable costs. He 
added that by paying a small 
amount every month, people 

can save money, improve 
their health and avoid unnec-
essary fuel expenses.

As part of  his personal 
commitment towards pro-
moting cycling, Kollu Ravin-
dra announced that 10 bicy-
cles would be installed at 
Manginapudi Beach under 
the Kollu Foundation, entire-
ly at his own expense. These 
bicycles will be made availa-
ble to visitors coming to the 
beach, encouraging them to 
enjoy cycling while experi-
encing nature.

The Minister made a spe-
cial appeal to DWCRA wom-
en to make full use of  this 
opportunity. He noted that 
Chief  Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu envisions a “Hap-
py Andhra Pradesh,” and 
stressed that good health is 
the foundation of  happiness 
and economic well-being. 
“Only when we are healthy 
can we be happy, and only 
when we are happy can we 
earn better livelihoods,” he 
said.

Urging people to take re-
sponsibility for their own 
health, Kollu Ravindra ad-
vised citizens to incorporate 
regular exercise into their 
daily routine. He cautioned 
that neglecting physical ac-
tivity could lead to lifestyle-
related diseases at a young 
age and encouraged cycling 
as a simple and effective 
solution.

Andhra Pradesh Launches App-Based Kisan Drone Services for Farmers
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Addanki | February 
10, 2026

Energy Minister Got-
tipati Ravikumar on 
Tuesday said that over 
7,000 bicycles have been 
distributed free of  cost 
to students in the 
Addanki Assembly con-
stituency with the sup-
port of  donors, aimed at 
encouraging education 
and easing transporta-
tion for students from 
rural areas. He added 
that another 4,000 bicy-
cles will be distributed 
shortly.

The Minister toured 
the Addanki constitu-
ency on Tuesday and in-
augurated a community 
hall constructed at a 
cost of  ₹20 lakh in Kon-
damanjuluru village of  
J. Panguluru mandal. 
He also inaugurated a 
Gokulam shed in the 
same village. Speaking 
on the occasion, Gotti-
pati Ravikumar stated 
that the coalition gov-
ernment is firmly com-
mitted to strengthening 
rural infrastructure and 
ensuring basic ameni-
ties at the village level.

Later, at Koniden vil-
lage in Ballikurava 
mandal, the Minister 
distributed bicycles to 
237 students of  the Zilla 
Parishad High School. 
Addressing students, 
teachers and parents, he 
said that the govern-
ment is implementing 
the “Thalliki Vandan-
am” scheme strictly be-
yond political consider-
ations, ensuring that 
benefits reach eligible 
students without any 
political symbols or 
colours.

He clarified that bicy-
cles, textbooks and 
school bags are being 
distributed without po-
litical branding and that 
₹15,000 is being provided 
per eligible student per 
f a m i l y  u n d e r  t h e 
scheme. The Minister 
stressed that headmas-
ters bear the responsi-
bility of  ensuring stu-
dents receive all benefits 
under the Thalliki Van-
danam scheme, includ-
ing financial assistance, 
books and bags.

Gottipati Ravikumar 
appreciated public sec-

tor and private institu-
tions such as SAIL, 
NEDCAP, ASSIST and 
other CSR partners for 
playing a crucial role in 
providing bicycles to 
students. He urged stu-
dents to follow traffic 
safety rules while com-
muting to school and ad-
vised teachers and par-
ents to educate students 

o n  r o a d  s a f e t y 
precautions.

Fish Seed Release to 
Support Fisher men 
Livelihoods

Earlier in the day, the 
Minister released 2.5 
lakh fish fingerlings 
into the Gundlakamma 
River near Manikeswar-
am village under the 
M e e n o t s ava m  p ro -
gramme, aimed at im-
proving the livelihoods 
of  fishermen. He stated 
that 20 lakh fish finger-
lings were released last 
year and that the gov-
ernment continues to 
support fishermen by 
providing subsidised 
boats, nets and financial 
assistance during fish-

ing ban periods.
Criticising the previ-

ous YSRCP government, 
the Minister alleged 
that the Gundlakamma 
project was weakened, 
resulting in losses to 
fishermen. He said that 
after the formation of  
the coalition govern-
ment under Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, new gates were 
installed at the project, 
enabling storage of  2 
TMC of  water, along 
with large-scale fish 
seed release.

Officials, farmers and 
local fishermen partici-
p a t e d  i n  t h e 
programme.

 

G o t t i p a t i  D i s t r i b u t e s  7, 0 0 0  B i c y c l e s  t o 
S t u d e n t s  i n  A d d a n k i  C o n s t i t u e n c y

East Godavari | Feb-
ruary 10, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Rajamahendravaram 
M P  D a g g u b a t i 
Purandeswari on Mon-
day offered a compre-
hensive response in the 
Lok Sabha during the 
discussion on the Union 
Budget presented by 
Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sithara-
man. Congratulating 
the Finance Minister 
for  presenting the 
Budget for the ninth 
c o n s e c u t ive  t i m e, 
Purandeswari said the 
document clearly out-
lines India’s future eco-
nomic direction and re-
flects a responsible, 
f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g 
vision.

She stated that the 
Budget has been de-
signed with a focus on 
India’s long-term devel-
opment goals, striking a 
b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n 
growth and macroeco-
nomic stability. With 
nearly 7 per cent GDP 
growth, controlled in-
flation, and a steadily 
improving fiscal deficit, 
India’s economic funda-

mentals remain strong 
despite global uncer-
tainties in trade and 
g e o p o l i t i c s ,  s h e 
observed.

Highlighting the deci-
sion to cap the fiscal 
deficit at 4.3 per cent, 
Purandeswari said the 
government has priori-
tised stability over 
abrupt fiscal tighten-
ing. She noted that the 
post-Covid approach of  
g r a d u a l  e c o n o m i c 
strengthening reflects 
p r u d e n t  f i n a n c i a l 
management.

The MP described the 
increase in capital ex-
penditure as the Budg-
et’s major highlight. 
Raising CapEx from 
₹11.2 lakh crore to ₹12.2 
lakh crore demon-
strates the gover n-
ment’s commitment to 
infrastructure develop-
ment and long-term in-
vestments. She said pri-
oritising investment 
over consumption sub-
sidies is a fiscally re-
sponsible move that 
will yield sustainable 
growth.

Referring to global 
developments such as 

free trade negotiations 
with the European Un-
ion and uncertainties 
surrounding US tariffs, 
Purandeswari stressed 
the need to strengthen 
domestic manufactur-
ing capabilities. Alloca-
tions such as ₹10,000 
crore for the biopharma 
mission, ₹40,000 crore 
for electronic compo-
nent manufacturing, 
and the Semiconductor 
Mission 2.0 would sig-
nificantly advance the 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ 
vision, she said.

She welcomed the 
special focus on the ser-
vices sector, which con-
tributes 55 per cent to 
India’s GDP. Measures 
such as the enhance-
ment of  the safe har-
b o u r  m a r g i n  a n d 
threshold limits would 
boost the IT and soft-
ware sectors. The target 
of  achieving a 10 per 
cent global share in ser-
vices  expor ts  was 
termed ambitious and 
commendable.

Calling the focus on 
rare earth minerals 

timely, Purandeswari 
said indigenisation has 
become essential amid 
China’s export restric-
tions. The removal of  
customs duty on mona-
zite would attract in-
vestments, especially in 
coastal  states  l ike 
Andhra Pradesh with 
significant reserves.

She also highlighted 
measures supporting 
manufacturing, MS-
MEs, healthcare, fisher-
ies, agriculture, and 
women empowerment. 
Initiatives such as 
MSME growth funds, 
AI-based agricultural 
guidance systems, and 
women-led develop-
m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s 
would expand employ-
ment opportunities and 
inclusive growth.

C o n c l u d i n g  h e r 
speech, Purandeswari 
said the Budget, built 
on fiscal responsibility, 
infrastructure growth, 
and human develop-
ment, lays a strong 
foundation for achiev-
ing the goal of  “Viksit 
Bharat 2047” amid glob-
al uncertainty.

Amaravati | Febru-
ary 10, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh 
government has fur-
ther strengthened its 
commitment to farmer-
centric digital govern-
ance by integrating the 
Andhra Pradesh Micro 
Irrigation Project (AP-
MIP) into the “Mana 
M i t r a ”  W h at s Ap p -
based governance plat-
form, State Agriculture 
Minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu said on 
Tuesday.

In an official state-
ment, the Minister said 
the initiative is aimed 
at providing farmers 
with faster, transpar-
ent, and completely pa-
perless services by us-
ing simple and widely 
accessible digital tools. 
With the inclusion of  
APMIP, farmers can 
now access key horti-
culture and micro irri-
gation services directly 
from their  mobile 
phones, without the 
need to visit govern-
ment offices.

Explaining the pro-
cess, Atchannaidu said 
farmers can send a “Hi” 
message on WhatsApp 
to 9552300009, select the 
Horticulture Depart-
ment (APMIP) option, 
and avail a range of  ser-
vices from the comfort 
of  their homes. These 
include registration for 
subsidies, checking the 
status of  applications, 
filing grievances, and 
making non-subsidy 
payments. He noted that 
this system significant-
ly simplifies procedures 
that were earlier time-
c o n s u m i n g  a n d 
paperwork-intensive.

The Minister high-
lighted that services re-
lated to drip irrigation 
systems, sprinkler irri-
gation, and solar pumps 
are  now avai lable 
through online booking 
under the Horticulture 
Department. Farmers 
can also make secure 
digital payments, ensur-
ing greater transparen-
cy and eliminating the 
role of  middlemen. 
This, he said, not only 

saves time and money 
for farmers but also im-
proves trust in govern-
ment service delivery.

Atchannaidu stated 
that the Mana Mitra 
platform is a major step 
towards leveraging 
technology for rural de-
velopment. By adopting 
a WhatsApp-based in-
terface, the government 
has ensured that even 
small and marginal 
farmers, who may not 
be familiar with com-
plex digital applica-

tions, can easily access 
services using a simple 
mobile phone.

He instructed agri-
culture and horticul-
ture department offi-
cials  to undertake 
extensive awareness 
campaigns across vil-
lages to promote the use 
of  the Mana Mitra plat-
form. Field-level staff  
have been directed to 
guide farmers in regis-
tering on the platform 
and utilizing its fea-
tures effectively, so that 

the benefits reach every 
eligible farmer.

Reaffirming the coa-
lition government’s fo-
cus on farmers’ welfare, 
Atchannaidu said the 
initiative reflects the 
government’s broader 
vision of  strengthening 
the rural economy 
through technology-
driven governance. He 
credited Chief  Minister 
Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu’s forward-look-
ing leadership for intro-
ducing innovative digi-
t a l  s o l u t i o n s  t h at 
enhance efficiency, ac-
countability, and ser-
vice delivery at the 
grassroots level.

The integration of  
APMIP into the Mana 
Mitra WhatsApp plat-
form, the Minister said, 
marks a significant 
milestone in Andhra 
Pradesh’s journey to-
wards inclusive, effi-
cient, and farmer-first 
governance, ensuring 
that vital agricultural 
services are just a mes-
sage away for the farm-
ing community.

Mana Mitra WhatsApp Platform Enables Faster, 
Paperless Services for Farmers: Atchannaidu

Amaravati, Febru-
ary 11 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh 
Assembly Speaker 
T h a m m i n e n i 
Seetharam has taken 
a significant proce-
dural decision follow-
ing the absence of  
several YSRC MLAs 
during a recent ses-
sion.  T he action 
comes as part of  ef-
forts to strengthen 
legislative accounta-
bility and discipline 
in the House, espe-
cially at a time when 
important discus-
sions and decisions 
are underway.

During the session, 
a noticeable number 
of  YSRC lawmakers 
did not mark their 
presence, raising con-
cerns about partici-
pation in critical pro-
ceedings. In response, 
Speaker Seetharam 
decided to implement 
digital attendance 
through facial recog-
nition technology for 
all MLAs. The new 
system aims to accu-
rately record attend-
ance and eliminate 
discrepancies that 
can arise with manu-
al entries, ensuring 
that members are pre-
sent and engaged dur-
ing House business.

The Speaker em-
phasised that attend-
ance is a fundamental 
duty of  every legisla-
tor, especially when 
key bills, budget mat-
ters and debates are 
on the agenda. He 
noted that frequent 
absences not only dis-
rupt the flow of  dis-
cussions but also un-
d e r m i n e  t h e 
democratic process 

and the expectations 
of  the electorate. By 
adopting modern at-
tendance tracking 
methods, the Assem-
bly seeks to enhance 
transparency and up-
hold the dignity of  
the legislature.

Seetharam also re-
minded all members 
that active participa-
tion in debates and 
legislative work re-
flects respect for the 
offices they hold and 
the people they repre-
sent. He added that 
while absenteeism 
can sometimes be due 
to legitimate reasons, 
consistent non at-
tendance without pri-
or intimation would 
be scrutinised and 
documented.

The decision has 
triggered mixed reac-
tions from political 
circles. Supporters of  
the move argue that it 
will promote respon-
sibility among legis-
lators and prevent 
avoidable walkouts or 
absences during im-
por tant  sessions. 
Critics,  however, 
question whether 

technological meas-
ures alone can ad-
dress deeper political 
differences and insist 
that dialogue between 
parties remains es-
sential for effective 
governance.

With the Assembly 
gearing up for the 
Budget Session, ex-
pectations are high 
for robust debates, 
policy discussions 
and strategic plan-
ning for the state’s fis-
cal year ahead. The 
Speaker’s announce-
ment underscores an 
effort to ensure that 
all elected representa-
tives are present to 
contribute meaning-
f u l l y  t o  t h e s e 
proceedings.

Overall, the intro-
duction of  facial rec-
ognition attendance 
is seen as a step to-
ward strengthening 
legislative discipline 
and reinforcing the 
principle that public 
office carries with it 
the responsibility of  
active engagement in 
t h e  s t a t e ’ s 
governance.

Speaker Takes Key Decision After YSRC MLAs’ 
Absence in Assembly

Chandrababu Reviews Crowd Manage-
ment and Facilities at Shiva Temples 

Ahead of Maha Shivaratri

Purandeswari Says Union Budget Lays 
Strong Foundation for Viksit Bharat

Amaravati, Febru-
ary 11 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
conducted a high lev-
el review of  prepara-
tions for devotees at 
major Shiva temples 
across the state as the 
Maha Shivaratri festi-
val approaches. With 
an expected surge in 
pilgrim turnout, the 
C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
stressed the impor-
tance of  seamless 
crowd control and ad-
equate facilities to en-
sure a safe and spirit-
u a l l y  f u l f i l l i n g 
experience for all 
visitors.

During the review, 
CM Naidu examined 
ar rangements for 
crowd management, 
queue systems, ac-
commodation, sanita-
tion, drinking water 
and food distribution 
at key temple towns, 
with particular focus 
on Srisailam — one of  
the state’s most visit-
ed Shiva pilgrimage 
centres. He empha-
sised that devotees 
should not face incon-
venience, regardless 
of  how large the gath-
erings become, and 
directed officials to 
fine tune their plan-
ning to handle the ex-
p e c t e d  c r o w d s 
efficiently.

Senior ministers 
and top administra-
tive officials partici-
pated in the briefing, 
where the Chief  Min-
ister underlined the 
need for effective co-
ordination among de-
partments involved in 
managing festival ar-
rangements. He asked 
for close collabora-
tion between the En-
dowments Depart-
m e n t ,  l o c a l 
administrations and 
law enforcement to 
ensure orderly flow of  

devotees and to pre-
vent overcrowding at 
narrow access points 
w i t h i n  t e m p l e 
complexes.

 
CM Naidu a lso 

highlighted special 
considerations for el-
derly pilgrims, chil-
dren and those ob-
serving rel igious 
vows, urging that 
they be given priority 
and assisted prompt-
ly. He instructed au-
thorities to ensure 
that amenities such 
as seating areas, med-
ical aid stations and 
relief  centres are eas-
ily accessible, par-
ticularly during peak 
hours of  darshan.

The Chief  Minister 
stressed the impor-
tance of  providing 
clean and hygienic fa-
cilities, including 
well maintained rest 
areas, drinking water 
points and toilets, to 
enhance the overall 
experience for visi-
tors. He made it clear 
that preparations 
must be in place well 
ahead of  the festival 
date, with contingen-
cy plans ready to ad-
dress any emergen-
cies that might arise.

Officials have been 
directed to deploy ad-
ditional personnel at 

key locations and to 
monitor crowd move-
ments in real time. 
The Chief  Secretary 
has been asked to su-
pervise inter depart-
mental coordination 
to swiftly address lo-
gistical challenges, 
while police have 
been tasked with en-
forcing safety norms 
a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g 
smooth movement 
throughout temple 
precincts.

With Maha Shiv-
aratri drawing near, 
the government’s pro-
active approach re-
flects a commitment 
to both public safety 
and cultural tradi-
tion. CM Naidu’s re-
view underscores the 
importance of  pre 
emptive planning and 
thoughtful execution 
to ensure that devo-
tees can celebrate the 
festival with peace of  
mind and without un-
due hardship.

The review meeting 
highlights the state’s 
focus on creating a se-
cure, comfortable and 
spiritually enriching 
environment for thou-
sands of  worshippers 
who will visit temples 
a c r o s s  A n d h r a 
Pradesh during the 
festive period.



Vijayawada | Febru-
ary 10,  2026 | TPN 
Bureau

In a highly prestig-
ious election to the 
Andhra Pradesh Medi-
cal Council (APMC), Dr. 
A. V. Subba Reddy of  
Madanapalle registered 
a resounding victory, 
s e c u r i n g  a n  ove r-
whelming majority and 
emerging as one of  the 
most prominent repre-
sentatives of  the medi-
cal fraternity in the 
state.

The counting of  votes 
was held on Tuesday at 
the Directorate of  Sec-
ondary Health Build-
ing,  Tade pal l i ,  Vi -
j a y aw a d a ,  i n  t h e 
presence of  Returning 

Officer Sri Chakradhar, 
IAS, Health Chief  Sec-
retary Sri Saurabh, 
APMC Registrar Dr. 
Ramesh, and other elec-
tion officials. Following 
the counting process, 
Dr. Subba Reddy was of-
ficially declared elected 
with an absolute major-
ity and was presented 
with the winning cer-
tificate by the Return-
ing Officer.

The APMC elections 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from doc-
tors across Andhra 
Pradesh. Of  the nearly 
57,000 eligible voters, 
around 32,000 doctors 
exercised their fran-
chise, reflecting strong 
engagement in the dem-

ocratic process within 
t h e  m e d i c a l 
community.

Dr. A. V. Subba Reddy 

currently holds several 
key leadership posi-
tions, including Na-
tional Organisational 

Secretary of  the Feder-
ation of  Private Hospi-
t a l s  a n d  N u r s i n g 
Homes Association of  

India (FPHNH), State 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Andhra Pradesh Pri-
vate Hospitals  and 
Nursing Homes Asso-
ciation, State Vice Pres-
ident of  the Indian 
Medical Association 
(IMA), and Executive 
Member of  the Kurnool 
Medical College Alum-
ni Association. With 
his election to the 
APMC, he now repre-
sents and holds mem-
bership in almost all 
major official and unof-
ficial doctors’ organisa-
tions in the state.

Notably, Dr. Subba 
Reddy stands out as the 
only doctor in Andhra 
Pradesh to be actively 
associated with both 

private medical organi-
sations and a statutory 
regulatory body like 
the AP Medical Coun-
cil. This achievement is 
being widely hailed as 
a matter of  pride for 
the medical fraternity.

Traditionally, leader-
ship roles in doctors’ 
associations have been 
dominated by profes-
sionals from major cit-
ies. Dr. Subba Reddy’s 
rise from Madanapalle, 
a small town, to influ-
ential positions at both 
state and national lev-
els, and now his elec-
tion to the APMC with 
a decisive mandate, 
marks a significant 
shift in this trend.

Speaking after his 

victory, Dr. Subba Red-
dy said his priority 
would be to address 
long-pending issues 
faced by Foreign Medi-
cal Graduates, chal-
lenges related to regis-
tration renewals for 
senior doctors,  the 
menace of  unqualified 
m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e 
(quackery), and several 
other longstanding con-
cerns affecting doctors 
across the state. He as-
sured that he would 
work towards perma-
nent and comprehen-
sive solutions through 
coordination with the 
government, council 
members, the Regis-
trar, and the National 
Medical Council.
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Dr. A. V. Subba Reddy Wins APMC Election with Thumping Majority

Amaravati, February 
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A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minister  N. 
Chandrababu Naidu re-
viewed preparations 
for devotees at major 
Shiva temples, includ-
ing the famous Srisail-
am Mallikarjuna Swa-
m y  D e v a s t h a n a m , 
ahead of  the upcoming 
Maha Shivaratri festi-
val. With an anticipated 
surge in pilgrim turn-
out, the Chief  Minister 
assessed arrangements 
with senior ministers 
and state officials to en-
sure smooth darshan 
and a comfortable expe-
rience for visitors.

During the review, 
CM Naidu examined 
crowd management 
plans, queue systems, 
lodging, sanitation, 
drinking water and 
food facilities. He em-
phasised that pilgrims, 
particularly those trav-
elling from distant are-
as, should not face any 
inconvenience. Special 
attention was directed 
toward ensuring order-
ly darshan, sufficient 
accommodation, and 
timely assistance for 
devotees.

Home and Endow-
ments ministers partic-
ipated in the briefing, 
highlighting the need 

for careful coordina-
tion across depart-
ments to manage the 
expected increase in 
visitors. The Chief  
Minister instructed of-
ficials to plan dynami-
cally to avoid conges-
tion and ensure smooth 
movement within tem-
ple precincts.

C M  N a i d u  a l s o 
stressed that devotees 
observing religious 
vows and senior citi-
zens should be accord-
ed special care and as-
sistance.  Measures 

were to be taken to pre-
vent delays, overcrowd-
ing or any form of  dis-
comfort during peak 
worship days.

Officials were direct-
ed to deploy additional 
staff  as needed and 
maintain close coordi-
nation among the En-
dowments Department, 
local administration, 
and police to handle 
crowd patterns effec-
tively. Quick assistance 
services were to be 
made available to en-
sure a safe and hassle-

free experience for all 
devotees.

The review reflects 
the government’s pro-
active approach in 
managing large reli-
gious gatherings. By fo-
cusing on improved fa-
cilities and strict crowd 
control ahead of  Maha 
Shivaratri, the state 
aims to provide a safe, 
orderly, and spiritually 
fulfilling experience for 
pilgrims visiting Shiva 
temples across Andhra 
Pradesh.

Amaravati, February 
10 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly Speaker Chinta-
kayala Ayyannapatrudu 
has instructed police au-
thorities to ensure strict 
security arrangements 
for the upcoming As-
sembly Budget Sessions, 
scheduled to begin on 
Wednesday. The Speaker 
emphasised that the ses-
sions must proceed in a 
peaceful and orderly 
manner, with no disrup-
tions to legislative 
proceedings.

Ahead of  the sessions, 
Ayyannapatrudu held a 
high-level meeting with 
senior police officials on 
Tuesday to review secu-
rity and safety meas-
ures. He directed that 
tight police arrange-
ments be in place in all 
areas where Assembly 
members stay and along 
routes they travel to at-
tend the sessions. En-
suring smooth traffic 
movement and prevent-

ing any disruptions to 
member arrivals were 
key points of  focus.

The Speaker also in-
structed authorities to 
take proactive measures 
based on past experienc-
es, ensuring that no in-
convenience arises dur-
ing the sessions. With 
ample vacant space 
available around the 
Secretariat, he called for 
four-sided security de-
ployment, supported by 
advanced surveillance, 
information, and tech-
nological systems for 
m o n i t o r i n g  a n d 
control.

Ay ya n n a p a t r u d u 
stressed that police offic-
ers and staff  must per-
form their duties vigi-
lantly and without 
lapses, maintaining full 
alertness throughout 
the session. The safety 
of  legislators and unin-
terrupted proceedings 
were highlighted as the 
top priorities.

The meeting was at-

tended by Deputy Speak-
er K. Raghurama Krish-
na Raju, DGP Harish 
Kumar Gupta, Assem-
bly Secretary General 
Suryadevara Prasanna 
Kumar, and other senior 
police officials.

By putting in place ro-
bust security protocols, 
the AP government 
aims to ensure that the 

Budget Sessions are con-
ducted smoothly, reflect-
ing both the importance 
of  legislative business 
and the safety of  elected 
representatives. The 
Speaker’s directives un-
derline a commitment to 
disciplined and secure 
functioning of  the As-
sembly during one of  its 
most crucial sessions.

Tight Security Planned for AP Assembly Budget 
Sessions: Speaker Ayyannapatrudu

Amaravati, February 
10 | TPN Bureau

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Transport and Youth 
Services Minister Man-
dapalli Ramprasad Red-
dy conducted a detailed 
review of  the APSRTC at 
his chamber in the Sec-
retariat on Tuesday, fo-
cusing on promotions, 
appointments, retire-
ments, and pending is-
sues affecting the corpo-
ration. Officials briefed 
the minister on employ-
ee promotions, vacancy 
fillings, financial settle-
ments, compassionate 
appointments, seniority 
lists, and ongoing court 
cases.

The review highlight-
ed that under the 2025–26 
Departmental Promo-
tion Committee (DPC), 
7,514 eligible employees 
are undergoing the pro-
motion process, with the 
goal of  completing all 
panels by February 20, 
2026. Proposals have 
been submitted to the 
government to conduct 
DPCs based on seniority 
lists of  Levels 3, 4, 5, and 
Executive Engineers.

Officials also dis-
cussed filling 7,673 va-
cant posts across vari-
o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s , 
seeking government ap-
proval. While the AP-
SRTC had 51,488 employ-

ees in 2020, the current 
workforce stands at 
44,131, with a significant 
number expected to re-
tire between 2026 and 
2028. Minister Reddy 
stressed prioritising 
critical positions such as 
drivers, conductors, and 
mechanics to maintain 
smooth operations.

Re garding retire-
ments due to medical 
reasons, officials report-
ed that 682 employees 
have retired since Janu-
ary 1, 2020. Of  these, 36 
were offered alternative 
positions, while 646 re-
quire financial compen-
sation, estimated at ₹15 
lakh per employee, 
amounting to a total lia-
bility of  ₹96.90 crore.

The minister was also 
briefed on pending com-
passionate appoint-
ments, particularly in 
the Kadapa region, 
where 191 applications 
remain unprocessed due 
to the absence of  con-
ductor vacancies. Cer-
tificate verification was 
completed in September 
2023, but appointments 
have not yet been made 
despite repeated follow-
ups with the Collector’s 
office. Additionally, 80 
conductors from Kadapa 
are currently posted in 
other regions.

Senior officials updat-

ed the minister on sen-
iority lists and court 
cases, mentioning that a 
memo for reviewing var-
ious cadres’ seniority 
lists was issued on Janu-
ary 30, 2026. They clari-
fied that promotion files 
after 2016 are with AP-
SRTC, while records pri-
or to 2016 are with TG-
SRTC. Consolidating all 
records will require at 
least 45 days.

The review also cov-
ered 88 contempt cases 
related to the transport 
department, with 23 cas-

es having the Special 
Chief  Secretary as the 
respondent. The Law De-
partment is closely mon-
itoring these matters to 
ensure proper legal 
compliance.

Minister Mandapalli 
Ramprasad Reddy em-
phasised timely comple-
tion of  promotions, effi-
cient filling of  vacancies, 
and resolution of  pend-
ing issues to strengthen 
APSRTC’s operational 
efficiency and ensure 
employee welfare.

Chandrababu Reviews Devotee Crowd and 
Facilities at Shiva Temples

Minister Mandapalli Reviews APSRTC Promotions and 
Appointments

Amaravati/Delhi, 
February 10 | TPN 
Bureau

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu has re-
ceived the central gov-
ernment’s approval for 
the Visakhapatnam 
Metro Rail project, 
marking a major mile-
stone in the state’s ur-
ban infrastructure de-
v e l o p m e n t .  T h e 
decision, announced 
during Naidu’s visit to 
New Delhi, comes after 
detailed project propos-
als and discussions 
with Union urban af-
fairs authorities, high-
lighting the strategic 
importance of  modern 
public transport for the 
rapidly growing port 
city.

The Visakhapatnam 
Metro project aims to 
provide a reliable, effi-
cient, and eco-friendly 
urban transport system 
that can alleviate rising 
traffic congestion, re-
duce travel time, and 
support sustainable ur-
ban growth. With cen-
tral approval secured, 
the project can now 
move to the next phases, 
including funding ar-
rangements, tendering, 
and mobilisation for 
construction activities. 
Officials believe that 
timely execution will 

enhance connectivity 
across key areas of  Vi-
sakhapatnam, benefit-
ing daily commuters, 
students, working pro-
f e s s i o n a l s ,  a n d 
tourists.

This initiative forms 
part of  the Andhra 
Pradesh government’s 
broader plan to mod-
ernise urban transport 
in the state. Alongside 
Visakhapatnam, metro 
rail projects in Vi-
jayawada and other ma-
jor urban centres are 
being pursued in coor-
dination with the cen-
tral government. Naidu 
has consistently empha-
sised the importance of  
metro projects in major 
cities to accommodate 
population growth, im-
prove mobility, and sup-
p o r t  e c o n o m i c 
expansion. 

The Visakhapatnam 
Metro is expected to 
have long-term social 
and economic benefits. 
Apart from easing traf-
fic pressure, the project 
will contribute to reduc-
ing carbon emissions by 
promoting public trans-
port over private vehi-
cles. It will also create 
significant employment 
opportunities during 
the construction and 
operational phases, con-
tributing to the city’s 
overall economic mo-

mentum. Experts high-
light that modern trans-
port infrastructure like 
metro rail is crucial for 
attracting investment, 
improving the standard 
of  living, and ensuring 
a smooth flow of  goods 
and services in a grow-
ing urban hub.

The Chief  Minister’s 
successful engagement 
with central authorities 
reflects cooperative fed-
eralism at work, ensur-
i n g  t h a t  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s development 
priorities align with na-
tional urban develop-
ment goals. The approv-
al also underscores the 
state government’s fo-
cus on implementing 
forward-looking infra-
structure projects that 
combine technology, 
sustainability, and citi-
zen convenience.

With the green signal 
from the Centre, the 
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment plans to swift-

ly finalise detailed pro-
ject  re ports,  star t 
construction, and im-
plement modern safety, 
ticketing, and opera-
tional systems. The 
metro rail network in 
Visakhapatnam is 
poised to transform ur-
b a n  c o m m u t i n g , 
strengthen the city’s 
economy, and enhance 
quality of  life for resi-
dents. Chandrababu 
Naidu described the ap-
proval as a “historic 
step” for the city, under-
lining his administra-
tion’s commitment to 
delivering world-class 
urban infrastructure 
that meets the demands 
of  the 21st century.

This project signals a 
new era for Visakhapat-
nam, positioning it as a 
modern, connected, and 
sustainable urban cen-
tre ready to meet future 
growth and mobility 
challenges.

C h a n d r a b a b u  S e c u r e s  A p p r o v a l  f o r 
Visakhapatnam Metro Rail Project
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Rajamahendravaram, 10 feb 
2026 | TPN Bureau

Eluru Range Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police G.V.G. Ashok 
Kumar has directed police of-
ficials to conduct extensive 
aw a re n e s s  p ro g r a m m e s 
across East Godavari district 
on cybercrimes, social media 
misuse, anti-drug campaigns 
and road safety rules, stress-
ing the need for preventive po-
l i c i n g  a n d  p u b l i c 
participation.

The IG was addressing the 
media in Rajamahendravar-
am after conducting annual 
inspections of  Rangampeta 
and Bommuru Police Stations. 
Earlier, he was accorded a 
warm reception by East Goda-
vari District Superintendent 
of  Police D.  Narasimha 
Kishore and other senior offic-
ers, followed by a guard of  
honour by reserve police 
personnel.

 During the inspections, IG 
Ashok Kumar examined sta-
tion records, reviewed case 
registrations, verified CCTV 
surveillance systems and as-
sessed overall station func-
tioning. He offered several 

suggestions and guidelines to 
improve investigation stand-
ards, public interface and 
crime control measures.

Speaking to reporters, the 
IG emphasized that special fo-
cus must be placed on crimes 
against women and children, 
as well as missing person cas-
es. He instructed police to 
maintain strict surveillance 
over social media platforms to 
curb misinformation and un-
lawful activities. To prevent 
road accidents, he called for a 
dedicated action plan, urging 
the police to enhance night pa-
trolling and strictly enforce 
traffic regulations.

The IG underlined the im-
portance of  technology-driven 
policing, stating that digital 
tools must be used effectively 
to strengthen law enforcement 
and crime prevention. He also 
discussed district-level law 
and order measures with the 
SP and advised all personnel 
to  remain vigi lant  and 
proactive.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  public trust, Ashok 
Kumar said police should deal 
with complainants with empa-

thy and sensitivity, ensuring 
their grievances are addressed 
promptly within the frame-
work of  law. He also stressed 
the need to prioritize police 
personnel welfare alongside 
operational duties.

At Bommuru Police Station, 
the IG and the District SP 
jointly inaugurated a newly 
constructed Court Monitoring 
Cell  building,  aimed at 
strengthening coordination 
between police and judiciary.

Addressing upcoming festi-
val arrangements, the IG said 
elaborate security measures 
have been put in place for 
Maha Shivaratri, especially at 
Godavari ghats and Shiva tem-

ples. Surveillance will be 
strengthened using drone 
cameras and solar-powered 
cameras, while temporary 
control rooms will be set up 
wherever necessary to ensure 
smooth crowd and traffic 
management.

On anti-narcotics enforce-
ment, the IG revealed that 
stringent action is being taken 
against drug trafficking. 
Based on credible intelligence, 
police recently detained sev-
eral individuals involved in 
drug transportation within 
the Kovvur police station lim-
its. He added that PIT NDPS 
Act has been invoked against 
19 offenders across the district 
so far.

The IG also urged two-
wheeler riders to compulsori-
ly wear helmets and appealed 
to all citizens to strictly follow 
traffic rules. The inspection 
concluded with the IG and SP 
planting saplings in the police 
station premises.

Senior officers, including 
DSPs, inspectors, sub-inspec-
tors and police staff, were pre-
sent during the inspection and 
review meetings.

Vizianagaram | Feb-
ruary 9, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

East Coast Railway 
(ECoR) has brought lau-
rels to the zone by se-
curing third position in 
the prestigious Akhil 
Rail Hindi Quiz Compe-
tition – 2025, an all-India 
level event organized 
under the aegis of  the 
Ministry of  Railways 
(Railway Board). The 
competition was held at 
the Indian Railway In-
stitute of  Financial 
Management (IRIFM), 
Secunderabad, and wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from across 
the Indian Railways 
network.

A total of  28 teams 
representing various 
Zonal Railways and Pro-
duction Units took part 
in the competition, with 
more than 120 officers 

and employees compet-
ing. The quiz was aimed 
at promoting aware-
ness, interest, and pro-
gressive use of  Rajbha-
s h a  H i n d i  a m o n g 
railway personnel and 
encouraging its effec-
tive implementation in 
official correspondence 
and day-to-day adminis-
trative work.

The event was con-
ducted in a highly com-
petitive and knowledge-
intensive environment, 
testing participants on 
Hindi language usage, 
official language rules, 
terminology, and relat-
ed aspects of  railway 
administration. East 
Coast Railway’s strong 
performance against 
teams from across the 
country underlined the 
dedication and prepara-
tion of  its participants.

The competition was 

graced by Ms. V. G. 
Bhooma, Additional 
Member (HR), Railway 

Board, as the Chief  
Guest, and Dr. V. Sugu-
na, Director (Official 

Language), as the Guest 
of  Honour. Both digni-
taries appreciated the 

initiative of  organizing 
such competitions to 
strengthen the role of  

Hindi as the Official 
Language and to foster 
healthy inter-zonal 
participation.

In recognition of  this 
significant achieve-
ment, the East Coast 
Railway team was felici-
tated on February 9, 
2026, by Shri Paramesh-
war Funkwal, General 
Manager, East Coast 
Railway, at a special 
function. Congratulat-
ing the team, the Gen-
eral Manager remarked 
that securing a prize at 
the all-India railway lev-
el is a matter of  im-
mense pride, particu-
larly for a zone located 
in a non-Hindi speaking 
region.

He further encour-
aged officers and staff  
of  East Coast Railway 
to actively participate 
in national-level compe-
titions and continue 

their efforts towards en-
hancing the usage of  
Hindi in official work. 
He emphasized that 
such achievements re-
flect not only linguistic 
proficiency but also the 
commitment of  employ-
ees to the values and 
pol ic ies  o f  Indian 
Railways.

The success in the 
Akhil Rail Hindi Quiz 
Competition – 2025 
highlights East Coast 
Railway’s sustained 
commitment to Rajbha-
sha implementation 
and its encouragement 
of  employee participa-
tion in prestigious na-
tional  forums.  The 
achievement stands as a 
testament to teamwork, 
dedication, and the 
zone’s growing pres-
ence in all-India railway 
platforms.

ECoR Secures Third Place in All-India Rail Hindi Quiz 2025

Palakollu | February 
10, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The proposal to re-
name the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS) is 
nothing but a calculated 
conspiracy to eventual-
ly scrap the programme, 
alleged K. Kranti Babu, 
District General Secre-
tary of  the Kula Vivak-
s h a  Po r at a  S a m i t i 
(KVPS), on Tuesday.

Speaking during an 
interaction with agri-
cultural labourers at 
Digamarti outskirts in 
P a l a ko l l u  m a n d a l , 
KVPS district leaders 
raised serious concerns 
over the Centre’s re-
ported move to intro-
duce a new scheme un-
der the name “VBG 
Ramji”. Kranti Babu 
questioned how the new 
scheme would benefit 
the poor and challenged 

Union Minister Bhupat-
iraju Srinivasa Varma 
to come forward for an 
open public debate on 
the issue.

Addressing the gath-
ering along with KVPS 
District Assistant Sec-
retary Kaneti Balaraju, 
Kranti Babu said the 
Mahatma Gandhi Em-
ployment Guarantee 
Scheme has been a life-
line for millions of  ru-
ral poor by ensuring 
wage employment and 
food security. “Chang-
ing the name of  such a 
historic and people-cen-
tric scheme is equiva-
lent to diluting and dis-
mantling it,” he alleged. 
He accused the Centre 
of  attempting to mis-
lead the poor through 
what he termed as false 
propaganda around the 
proposed new scheme.

The KVPS leaders 
pointed out that while 

the VBG Ramji scheme 
claims to provide 125 
days of  employment, it 
simultaneously intro-
duces restrictions such 
as a 60-day work ban, 
which they said defeats 
the very purpose of  em-
ployment guarantee. 
“Promising 125 days on 
paper while restricting 
actual work availability 
is nothing but cheating 
the poor,” Kranti Babu 
said.

He further criticised 
the reported shift in the 
policy framework, alleg-
ing that the Centre is 
trying to replace the ex-
isting legal guarantee 
of  work with a fund-
linked model. “Under 
the present Act, work 
must be provided irre-
spective of  funds, and 
wages must be paid to 
labourers. Proposing 
that work will be given 
only if  funds are avail-

able directly snatches 
away the right to liveli-
hood of  the rural poor,” 
he warned.

Condemning Union 
Minister Srinivasa Var-
ma’s claims that the 
new scheme would ben-
efit the poor, KVPS de-
manded clarity and ac-
countability from the 
Centre. The organisa-
tion urged the Union 
government to immedi-
ately continue the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Employ-
ment Guarantee Act 
without any changes.

Warning of  intensi-
fied agitation, KVPS 
leaders announced that 
if  the Centre fails to 
withdraw the proposed 
changes and protect the 
existing employment 
guarantee law, they 
would launch a state-
wide movement in de-
f e n c e  o f  wo rke r s ’ 
rights.

Bid to Rename Employment Guarantee Scheme Is a 
Move to Scrap It: KVPS

K o l l u  R a v i n d r a  Vo w s  t o  Tr a n s f o r m 
Machilipatnam into a Model of Development

IG Ashok Kumar Calls for Awareness Drives on 
C ybercrime, Drugs and Road Safety Across East Godavari

Machilipatnam | Febru-
ary 10, 2026 | TPN Bureau

State Minister for Mines, 
Geology and Excise Kollu 
Ravindra on Tuesday reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
transforming Machilipat-
nam Assembly constituen-
cy into a symbol of devel-
opment by prioritising 
basic infrastructure such as 
roads, drinking water and 
drainage facilities.

The Minister laid founda-
tion stones for several ce-
ment concrete (CC) road 
works under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
p l o y m e n t  G u a r a n t e e 
Scheme. CC roads worth 
₹90 lakh were inaugurated 
near Manginapudi Beach, 
while another set of works 
cost ing ₹60 lak h was 
launched near the Poth-
epalli Jewellery Park.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Kollu Ravindra stated 
that every street and every 
village in the Machilipat-
nam constituency would 
be provided with quality 
roads and safe drinking wa-
ter. “Infrastructure develop-
ment is our top priority. I 
am committed to making 
Bandaru a model constitu-
ency,” he said.

The Minister later visited 
several units and shops at 
the Pothepalli Jewellery 
Park and interacted with 
entrepreneurs to under-
stand the processes of jew-
el ler y  manufac tur ing, 
packing and marketing. He 
described the Pothepalli 
Jewellery Park as a symbol 
of local identity and as-
sured that steps would be 
taken to preserve the tradi-
tional gold-covering jewel-

lery industry while ensur-
ing proper recognition and 
improved facil it ies for 
industrialists.

Speaking further, Kollu 
Ravindra revealed that ₹54 
crore has already been 
spent on rural road devel-
opment in the Machilipat-
nam constituency. He not-
ed that all village roads 
have been completed and 
that preparations are un-
derway to complete drain-
age works as well. With the 
ongoing development of 
Manginapudi Beach, popu-
lation inflow is increasing, 
and future infrastructure 
needs are being addressed 
accordingly, he added.

The Minister emphasised 
the need to develop the 
Pothepalli Jewellery Park 
into a model industrial 

park, pointing out persis-
tent issues related to drink-
ing water, roads and drain-
age. Despite being home to 
renowned gold-covering 
jewellery units, lack of basic 
amenities has caused hard-
ships to workers, especially 
women, who are reported-
ly facing health issues due 
t o  p o o r  d r a i n a g e 
conditions.

He assured that road 
construction and drainage 
works would be taken up 
simultaneously and in-
structed officials to ensure 
that sewage does not stag-
nate on roads. If required, 
he said, road levels should 
b e  ra i s e d  to  p re ve nt 
waterlogging.

Kollu Ravindra also an-
nounced that the commu-
nity hall constructed earlier 

with Rajya Sabha MP Chi-
ranjeevi’s funds would be 
completed soon. Respond-
ing to concerns over drink-
ing water shortages in the 
Autonagar area due to the 
absence of an overhead 
tank, he said consultations 
would be held with APIIC to 
install an overhead water 
tank at the earliest.

He further assured that 
the damaged walking track 
around the local lake, ne-
glected over the past five 
years, would be renovated 
and beautified as part of a 
broader development plan.

RTC Chairman Konakalla 
Narayanarao, DCMS Chair-
man Bandi Ramakrishna, 
Gopu Satyanarayana and 
others participated in the 
programme.

Vasamsetti Subash Receives “Praja Vijeta” Award
Ramachandrapuram, 

February 11 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Labour 
Minister Vasamsetti 
Subash was honoured 
with the prestigious 
“Praja Vijeta” award on 
Tuesday by the Modern 
Foundation, under the 
aegis of  Modern Educa-
tional Institutions in Ra-
machandrapuram. The 
award recognised his re-
lentless efforts toward 
the development of  the 
Ramachandrapuram 
constituency and his 
dedication to public 
service.

During the ceremony, 
Moder n Foundation 
chief  Dr. Lion G. V. Rao 
praised Minister Subash 
for his consistent com-
mitment to constituency 
development and wel-
fare initiatives. He said 
the foundation regularly 
acknowledges individu-
als contributing signifi-
cantly to public service 
and expressed pride in 
presenting the “Praja Vi-
jeta” award to Minister 
Subash.

The minister also in-
teracted with students 

of  the JEE section at 
Modern Junior College, 
enquiring about their 
performance in the re-
cently conducted JEE 
Session-1 examination. 
The students shared 
their confidence in hav-
ing performed well and 
expressed hope for im-
proved results in upcom-
ing assessments.

Minister Subash laud-
ed Dr. G. V. Rao for his ef-
forts in making quality 
education accessible to 
all and commended Mod-
ern Educational Institu-
tions for maintaining 
high academic stand-
ards. He expressed his 
delight in receiving the 
“Praja Vijeta” award, de-

scribing it as motivation 
to continue serving the 
people with dedication.

The event was attend-
ed by Intermediate Prin-
cipal C. H. Rajesh, Vice 
Principal P. S. Prakash, 
Academic Advisor C. H. 
Srinivas, along with 
Moder n Foundation 
staff  and students, who 
participated in celebrat-
ing the occasion.

The award ceremony 
underscored the part-
nership between educa-
tional institutions and 
public service, highlight-
ing the importance of  
community engagement 
and the promotion of  
both educational and de-
velopmental initiatives.
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HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, 11.02.2026

India’s Oil Reality Check: Why Replacing Russian 
Crude Is Easier Said Than Done 

Recent claims by former US 
President Donald Trump that 
India is ready to stop buying 
Russian oil and instead shift 
to supplies from the United 
States and Venezuela have 
sparked debate across diplo-
matic and economic circles. 
While such assertions make 
for dramatic political messag-
ing, a closer look at the num-
bers tells a far more complex 
and grounded story. India’s 
current dependence on Rus-
sian crude is deep, structural, 
and driven by economic reali-
ties that cannot be over-
turned overnight — or even 
in the near future.

At the heart of  the issue 
lies a simple question: can In-
dia realistically replace Rus-
sian oil completely? The an-
swer, based on trade volumes, 
refinery constraints, market 
dynamics, and geopolitical 
uncertainties, is a clear no.
The Political Claim Versus 
India’s Official Position

Trump’s statement suggest-
ed that India had agreed to 
halt Russian oil purchases as 
part of  broader trade negotia-
tions and in response to US 
pressure. However, India has 
firmly rejected this narrative. 
New Delhi has reiterated that 
its energy policy is guided 
solely by national interest, 
with energy security for its 
1.4 billion people as the top 
priority.

India has made it clear that 
it does not take energy deci-
sions based on political pres-
sure or external timelines. 
Instead, it follows a strategy 
of  diversification — buying 
oil from multiple sources de-
pending on price, availability, 
and logistical feasibility. This 
approach has become even 
more crucial as global energy 
markets remain volatile.
The Scale of Russia’s Role 
in India’s Oil Basket

The biggest challenge to re-
placing Russian oil lies in 
sheer scale. In the most recent 
fiscal year, India imported 
close to 88 million tonnes of  
crude oil from Russia. This 
represents a dramatic rise 

over the past few years and 
has made Russia India’s sin-
gle largest oil supplier.

By comparison, imports 
from the United States stood 
at just over 10 million tonnes, 
while Venezuela supplied less 
than 3 million tonnes. Com-
bined, US and Venezuelan 
crude accounted for barely a 
sixth of  what India sourced 
from Russia.

Even in a hypothetical sce-
nario where India maxim-
ised imports from both coun-
tries, the gap would remain 
enor mous. The numbers 
simply do not support the 
idea of  a quick or complete 
replacement.
Why Growth Rates Don’t 
Solve the Problem

Supporters of  the replace-
ment theory often point to 

high growth rates in imports 
from the US and Venezuela. 
While it is true that imports 
from these countries have in-
creased sharply in percent-
age terms, percentages can be 
misleading when starting 
from a low base.

Even if  imports from the 
US continue to grow at over 35 
percent annually, it would 
take nearly five years just to 
reach current Russian supply 
levels — assuming Russian 
imports remain flat and no 
disruptions occur. Venezue-
lan crude, despite even higher 
growth rates, would take 
longer due to political insta-
bility and infrastructure 
limitations.

When combined, US and 
Venezuelan imports would 
still require more than five 
years of  sustained, uninter-

rupted expansion to approach 
Russia’s current contribu-
tion. Such assumptions ig-
nore market shocks, geopo-
litical tensions, and logistical 
constraints that are almost 
guaranteed to arise.
Economic Reality: 
Discounts and Refinery 
Compatibility

One of  the main reasons 
Russian oil has become so 
central to India’s energy 
strategy is pricing. Russian 
crude has been available at 
significant discounts, making 
it highly attractive to Indian 
refiners operating in a price-
sensitive market.

Replacing discounted oil 
with more expensive alterna-
tives would directly impact 
fuel prices, inflation, and 
overall economic stability. 

For a fast-growing economy 
like India’s, these costs are 
not politically or economical-
ly trivial.

Additionally, many Indian 
refineries are specifically 
configured to process the 
grade of  crude supplied by 
Russia. Switching suppliers 
is not as simple as signing 
new contracts — it requires 
technical adjustments, high-
er processing costs, and 
sometimes even physical 
modifications to refinery 
infrastructure.
Logistics and Supply Chain 
Constraints

Beyond price and refinery 
issues, logistics play a major 
role. Russian crude has been 
flowing steadily to India 
through well-established 
shipping and insurance ar-

rangements. Replacing this 
volume would require not 
just new suppliers, but also 
expanded shipping capacity, 
insurance coverage, and port 
handling capabilities.

The United States already 
exports crude to multiple 
global markets, and diverting 
large volumes exclusively to 
India would be difficult. Ven-
ezuela, on the other hand, 
faces ongoing political and 
economic challenges that lim-
it its ability to scale up ex-
ports reliably.

These constraints mean 
that even if  political intent 
existed, physical supply 
chains would struggle to keep 
pace.
Geopolitics Versus Energy 
Security

India’s position reflects a 

broader reality in global en-
ergy politics: countries pri-
oritise energy security over 
geopolitical alignment when 
vital economic interests are 
at stake. For India, ensuring 
uninterrupted, affordable oil 
supplies is non-negotiable.

This does not mean India is 
abandoning diversification. 
In fact, it continues to expand 
its supplier base across the 
Middle East, Africa, and the 
Americas. But diversifica-
tion is a long-term strategy, 
not an emergency switch.

Abruptly cutting off  Rus-
sian oil would expose India 
to price shocks and supply 
risks — outcomes that poli-
cymakers are keen to avoid.
The Bigger Picture

Trump’s claims, while po-
litically charged, overlook 
the structural realities of  
India’s energy system. Oil 
trade is governed by infra-
structure, contracts, refin-
ery compatibility, pricing, 
and logistics — not just dip-
lomatic statements.

Even under the most opti-
mistic assumptions, replac-
ing Russian oil completely 
would take several years 
and require sustained glob-
al stability, massive invest-
ment, and cooperative mar-
ket conditions. None of  
these can be guaranteed.
Conclusion

The idea that India can 
simply replace Russian oil 
with US or  Vene zuelan 
supplies may sound appeal-
ing in political speeches, 
but the numbers tell a dif-
ferent story. Russia’s domi-
nance in India’s oil  im-
p o r t s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
economics, infrastructure, 
and strategic calculation 
— not convenience.

For now and the foreseea-
ble future, Russian crude 
will remain a central pillar 
of  India’s energy security. 
Any transition away from it, 
if  it happens at all, will be 
gradual, pragmatic, and 
driven by market realities 
r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l 
pressure.

China’s ‘Secret’ Nuclear Test: Myth, Reality and What It Means for Global Security 
In early February 2026, a 

new and contentious chapter 
opened in the discourse on 
global nuclear arms control. 
Senior United States officials 
publicly alleged that China 
conducted a covert nuclear ex-
plosive test in 2020 — a claim 
that, if  true, would shake the 
foundations of  decades-old 
norms against nuclear testing 
and raise troubling questions 
about transparency, restraint, 
and strategic stability among 
nuclear powers.

According to the U.S. assess-
ment, China carried out a 
clandestine nuclear detona-
tion on June 22, 2020, at its Lop 
Nur test site in the remote Xin-
jiang region. The alleged event 
was described as having a 
measurable explosive yield, 
meaning it was more than the 
low-key subcritical tests nu-
clear states sometimes con-
duct for weapons reliability 
research. Moreover, U.S. offi-
cials asserted that Chinese au-
thorities employed sophisti-
cated methods to blunt seismic 
signals and obscure the explo-
sion from international moni-
toring systems. The timing — 
shortly after a deadly border 
clash between Indian and Chi-
nese forces at Galwan Valley 
— added geopolitical weight to 
the accusation and under-
scored how nuclear issues in-
tersect with broader strategic 
rivalries.

The U.S. disclosure comes at 
a pivotal moment. With the ex-
piration of  the New START 
treaty between the United 
States and Russia in February 
2026, the last remaining bilat-
eral constraint on the world’s 
two largest nuclear arsenals 
has lapsed. In this environ-
ment, Washington wants to 
press not only Moscow but 
also Beijing into a new frame-
work of  arms control that re-
flects a multipolar nuclear 
landscape. Casting the spot-

light on China’s alleged past 
test serves that strategic aim 
by highlighting, from the U.S. 
perspective, the insufficiency 
of  existing norms and the 
need for broader, more inclu-
sive negotiations.

Beijing has vehemently de-
nied the allegations. Chinese 
officials labeled the U.S. claims 
as “groundless” and “outright 
lies,” accusing Washington of  
inventing excuses to justify its 
own possible return to nuclear 
testing. China has asserted 
that it adheres to a moratori-
um on explosive nuclear tests 
and opposes any narrative that 
portrays its defence policy as 
clandestine or destabilising. 
From the Chinese standpoint, 
such accusations are less 
about verifiable facts than 
about geopolitical posturing 
by a rival power seeking to re-
gain leverage in nuclear 
diplomacy.

This dichotomy — accusa-
tion on one side, denial on the 
other — reveals deep fissures 
in how the major nuclear pow-
ers view verification, compli-
ance, and the very architec-
ture of  arms control in the 
21st century.
The Allegation: A New 
Challenge to the Test Ban 
Norm

The core of  the U.S. allega-
tion is straightforward: China 
conducted a nuclear explosive 
test that it did not disclose 
publicly or to international 
monitoring regimes. If  true, 
this would contravene the 
spirit — though not the letter 
— of  global test prohibition 
norms. China, like the United 
States and Russia, signed the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT) in the 
1990s. However, Beijing has 
never ratified the treaty, leav-
ing its legal commitment in 
limbo. Without ratification, 
China is not legally bound by 

the treaty’s provisions, but it 
has publicly maintained a vol-
untary moratorium on explo-
sive testing for decades.

The claim also alleges that 
China’s approach was crafted 
to evade detection. By manipu-
lating seismic signatures or 
using techniques that reduce 
the visibility of  underground 
blasts, Beijing would, accord-
ing to the U.S. assessment, 
have exploited verification 
blind spots. This allegation 
feeds into broader strategic 
concerns in Washington about 
opacity and competitive ad-
vantage, especially in areas 
where China seeks to modern-
ise, expand, and diversify its 
nuclear arsenal.

China’s nuclear force devel-
opment over the past decade 
has been marked by rapid 
growth and modernisation. 
New missile silo fields, ad-
vanced delivery systems such 
as mobile intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (ICBMs) and hy-

personic glide vehicles, and an 
expanding stockpile signal 
China’s intent to bolster its 
second-strike capabilities. 
From a U.S. strategic perspec-
tive, this modernisation is oc-
curring without the same lev-
els of  transparency that 
characterised U.S.–Soviet rela-
tions during the Cold War. The 
alleged secret test, therefore, 
is cast not as an isolated event 
but as part of  a pattern of  be-
haviour that challenges exist-
ing arms control norms.
The Denial: China’s 
Counter-Narrative

China’s reaction has been 
resolute. Beijing categorically 
rejects the notion that it has 
ever conducted a secret nucle-
ar blast. Chinese officials ar-
gue that the U.S. narrative is a 
pretext for justifying renewed 
American nuclear testing and 
undermining China’s interna-
tional standing. In official 
statements, China has reiter-

ated its commitment to re-
sponsible behaviour on nucle-
a r  i s s u e s  a n d  a c c u s e d 
Washington of  attempting to 
distort facts for strategic gain.

This response plays into a 
broader narrative that China 
has promoted internationally: 
that it is a responsible nuclear 
power committed to restraint, 
and that U.S. efforts to casti-
gate it are rooted in strategic 
anxiety rather than empirical 
evidence. From Beijing’s view-
point, highlighting alleged test 
activity without presenting 
transparent data or involving 
independent verification 
mechanisms under mines 
trust and erodes the prospects 
for constructive dialogue on 
arms control.
Verification and Evidence: 
The Hard Truth

One of  the most challenging 
aspects of  this debate is that 
independent monitoring bod-
ies have not publicly con-

firmed any event consistent 
with a full-scale nuclear explo-
sion in China in 2020. Organi-
sations tasked with global seis-
m i c  a n d  r a d i o n u c l i d e 
monitoring have not reported 
evidence that proves or dis-
proves the U.S. claim. In the 
realm of  nuclear test monitor-
ing, seismographs, infrasound 
detectors, and other technolo-
gies are extraordinarily sensi-
tive; yet none have identified a 
blast of  sufficient magnitude 
at the time and location cited.

This absence of  confirma-
tion deepens the uncertainty 
and reflects the difficulties in-
herent in verifying compli-
ance in the absence of  binding 
treaties. While underground 
nuclear tests are typically de-
tectable through seismic 
waves akin to small earth-
quakes, certain techniques — 
such as decoupling an explo-
sion within a large cavity 
— can reduce the signal 
strength and complicate detec-
tion. Whether such methods 
were used, and with what ef-
fect, remains subject to techni-
cal debate among experts and 
cannot be conclusively as-
sessed in public forums.
Implications for the Global 
Nuclear Order

Regardless of  the ultimate 
truth of  the alleged 2020 test, 
the political impact is already 
significant. The accusation 
underscores the fragility of  
the post-Cold War nuclear or-
der and the challenges of  forg-
ing new agreements in an in-
creasingly multipolar world. 
With longstanding arms con-
trol treaties expiring and no 
clear successors in place, trust 
between nuclear powers is 
eroding, and strategic compe-
tition is intensifying.

For the United States, the al-
legation against China is part 
of  a broader effort to galvanise 
support for a new era of  trilat-

eral arms control that includes 
Beijing alongside Washington 
and Moscow. For China, the de-
nial is part of  a broader effort 
to resist what it sees as undue 
pressure and narrative fram-
ing by Western powers.

The broader international 
community watches these de-
velopments with concern. Na-
tions outside the immediate 
nuclear club have limited in-
fluence over verification and 
compliance mechanisms, yet 
they have a deep stake in pre-
venting nuclear proliferation 
and escalation. If  nuclear 
weapon tests become shrouded 
in secrecy, and if  major pow-
ers refuse to engage in trans-
parent verification, the risk of  
mistrust and strategic miscal-
culation grows.
Conclusion: Between 
Perception and Reality

The story of  China’s “se-
cret” nuclear test — whether 
myth, misinterpretation or 
something in between — high-
lights the challenges facing 
the global non-proliferation 
and arms control architecture. 
Accusations and denials, made 
in the absence of  transparent 
evidence, deepen mistrust at a 
time when cooperation is 
needed more than ever. With-
out robust verification mecha-
nisms and renewed commit-
ment to restraint, the world 
risks entering a new era where 
nuclear competition, rather 
than cooperation, sets the tone 
of  global security.

The debate over whether the 
alleged test really happened 
tells us less about one isolated 
event and more about the state 
of  international norms, power 
dynamics, and the future tra-
jectory of  nuclear diplomacy. 
The stakes are high: inaction 
or miscalculation could under-
mine decades of  progress in 
keeping nuclear weapons from 
the brink.
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Opposition Moves No-Confidence Motion Against 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 

Opposition parties in the 
Lok Sabha have formally sub-
mitted a no-confidence motion 
against Speaker Om Birla, es-
calating tensions in Parlia-
ment during the ongoing Budg-
et session.

Leaders from multiple oppo-
sition parties handed over a 
notice seeking the Speaker’s 
removal, accusing him of  par-
tisan conduct and alleging mis-
use of  his constitutional posi-
tion. The motion has been 
backed by more than a hun-
dred Members of  Parliament, 
meeting the procedural re-
quirement to initiate the 
process.

The opposition has claimed 
that the Speaker has repeated-
ly denied fair opportunities to 
opposition members during 
key debates, curtailed speak-
ing time, and allowed what 
they describe as uneven en-
forcement of  parliamentary 
rules. They have also objected 
to the suspension of  several 
opposition MPs, arguing that 
such actions have disrupted 
democratic functioning in the 
House.

The move comes amid fre-
quent disruptions in the Lok 
Sabha, marked by heated ex-
changes between ruling party 
and opposition members. Op-
position leaders say the deci-
sion to bring the motion re-
flects growing frustration over 
how proceedings are being 

conducted and the shrinking 
space for dissent.

Under constitutional provi-
sions, a Speaker can be re-
moved through a resolution 
passed by a majority of  the 
House, following a mandatory 
notice period. The notice sub-
mitted by the opposition will 
now be examined by the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat before fur-
ther steps are taken.

The ruling party has reject-
ed the allegations, maintain-

ing that the Speaker has acted 
strictly in accordance with 
parliamentary rules and con-
ventions. Government leaders 
have accused the opposition of  
politicising the office of  the 
Speaker and undermining par-
liamentary institutions for po-
litical gain.

Not all opposition parties 
are on the same page, with 
some allies yet to formally en-
dorse the motion. This has 
highlighted internal differenc-

es even as the broader opposi-
tion seeks to project unity on 
issues of  parliamentary 
procedure.

If  the notice is admitted, the 
motion can be taken up for dis-
cussion and voting after the 
prescribed period. Until then, 
the development adds another 
layer of  confrontation to an al-
ready contentious parliamen-
tary session, with both sides 
preparing for a prolonged po-
litical and procedural battle. 

From Chhattisgarh, Amit Shah Warns Naxals 
and Appeals to Women Cadres to Surrender

Political Row Erupts Over General 
Naravane’s Unpublished Memoir After 

Rahul Gandhi’s Accusations

Chidambaram Slams Budget as “Cautious, 
Forgettable” and Says Reform Agenda Is 

Stuck

In a sharply worded cri-
tique during the Rajya Sab-
ha discussion on the Union 
Budget 2026–27, senior Con-
gress leader and former fi-
nance minister P. Chidam-
b a r a m  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
government’s financial plan 
as “cautious,” “parsimoni-
ous” and “forgettable,” 
while asserting that the 
much-touted reform agenda 
has lost momentum.

Opening the debate in the 
Upper House, Chidambaram 
criticised key aspects of  the 
Budget, saying that public, 
private and foreign invest-
ment in India remains weak, 
and that capital expenditure 
was cut significantly in the 
current fiscal year, contrary 
to what he believes the econ-
omy needs. He questioned 
whether the government 
had truly engaged with the 
findings and warnings con-
tained in the latest Econom-
ic Survey.

Chidambaram argued 

that gross capital formation 
has been stagnant at around 
30 % of  GDP for over a dec-
ade, and pointed to a sharp 
drop in net foreign direct in-
vestment and a lacklustre 
performance by private in-
vestors. He also echoed 
broader concerns about 
slowing growth, noting that 
nominal GDP growth has 
eased over recent years.

The Congress leader dis-
missed the slogan that the 
“reform express is well on 
its way,” saying instead that 
the reform engine is stuck — 
not derailed, but not moving 
forward either. He also 
raised concerns about fiscal 
consolidation, suggesting 
that at the current pace it 
would take about a decade 
for India to achieve its own 
fiscal deficit target.

Chidambaram’s attack re-
flected wider opposition un-
ease with what many see as 
insufficient focus on job cre-
ation, investment incen-

tives, and real-world chal-
lenges facing farmers, youth 
and the unorganised sector. 
He said the government’s 
high-level announcements 
too often lack meaningful 
budgetary backing, and 
warned that reductions in 
allocations for key minis-
tries could hurt develop-
ment outcomes.

Other opposition MPs 
also voiced criticism, with 
some alleging that non-rul-
ing states were being side-
lined in budget priorities. In 
contrast, government sup-
porters defended the Budget 
as balanced and growth-ori-
ented,  arguing that it 
strengthens macroeconom-
ic fundamentals and en-
hances  India ’s  g lobal 
standing.

The debate on the Budget 
will continue, with divisions 
over economic strategy and 
fiscal priorities setting the 
tone for a broader political 
contest in Parliament.

A political controversy 
has erupted in New Delhi 
over an unpublished mem-
oir by former Indian Army 
C h i e f  G e n e r a l  M a n o j 
Mukund Naravane, titled 
Four Stars of  Destiny, after 
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader 
of  the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha, challenged the offi-
cial account of  the book’s 
status.

The dispute came to the 
forefront during the ongo-
ing Budget session, when 
Rahul Gandhi attempted to 
refer to passages from the 
memoir in Parliament as 
part of  his criticism of  the 
government’s handling of  
the 2020 India-China stand-
off. Parliament’s Speaker 
ruled that he could not 
quote from the book because 
it has not been officially 
published, prompting a 
sharp backlash from the 
opposition.

The issue escalated fur-
ther when the book’s pub-
lisher issued a statement 
saying that it holds exclu-
sive publishing rights to 
Four Stars of  Destiny and 
that the memoir has not yet 

been published in any form 
— neither in print nor digi-
tally. The publisher also 
warned that any copies cir-
culating online or else-
where without authorisa-
t i o n  c o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e 
copyright infringement.

In response, Rahul Gan-
dhi held up what he said was 
a copy of  the book outside 
Parliament and accused the 
publisher of  lying. He cited 
an earlier social media post 
attributed to General Nara-
vane promoting the book 
and argued that either the 
former Army chief ’s own 
statements were untrue or 
the publisher’s denial was 
false. Gandhi insisted he be-
lieved the Army chief  over 
the publisher and raised 
questions about why the 
book has been delayed or 
blocked from release.

The disagreement over 
the memoir has spilled into 
the streets of  Indian poli-
tics, with opposition leaders 
arguing that the book con-
tains important perspec-
tives on national security 
that should be openly dis-
cussed. The situation trig-

gered disruptions in Lok 
Sabha proceedings, and sev-
eral MPs were suspended 
from the session in the ensu-
ing clash over parliamenta-
ry speech and privilege.

Separately, police have 
registered a case to investi-
gate reports of  an unauthor-
ised circulation of  portions 
of  the manuscript, includ-
ing a purported digital copy 
circulating on social media. 
Authorities are examining 
whether security protocols 
were breached in the distri-
bution of  material from a 
book that has yet to receive 
o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n 
clearance.

The controversy has 
drawn attention to the 
broader issue of  how sensi-
tive material involving na-
tional defence is handled in 
public discourse and the 
rules governing what can be 
cited in Parliament. As the 
episode continues to unfold, 
political leaders from multi-
ple parties are using it to 
bolster their competing nar-
ratives about transparency, 
defence policy and parlia-
mentary procedure.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has issued a strong warn-
ing to Maoist cadres operating 
across central and southern 
India, while also making a di-
rect appeal to women involved 
in the insurgency to abandon 
violence and return to main-
stream life.

Speaking at a public event in 
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region, 
Shah reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to ending 
left-wing extremism and said 
security forces would continue 
firm action against those who 
persist with armed activities. 
He indicated that Maoist 
groups may still be active in 
parts of  Telangana and cau-
tioned that there would be no 
leniency for those engaging in 
violence, including attacks on 
civilians and infrastructure.

At the same time, the Home 
Minister stressed that the 
government’s fight is against 
extremism, not against peo-
ple. He urged Maoist cadres, 
particularly women, to sur-
render and take advantage of  
rehabilitation and welfare 
schemes. Shah said many 
women had been drawn into 
the movement at a young age 
and deserved an opportunity 
to rebuild their lives with 
dignity and security.

He appealed to Maoist lead-
ership to release women cad-
res and allow them to join 
rehabilitation programmes, 
highlighting that gover n-
ments at both the Centre and 
state levels have introduced 
support measures such as fi-

nancial assistance, housing, 
education and skill training 
for those who give up arms.

Shah also underlined the 
government’s broader strat-
egy of  combining security 
operations with develop-
ment initiatives. He said ef-
forts were underway to im-
p r o v e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
healthcare, education and 
employment opportunities 
in tribal and remote areas, 
particularly in Bastar, to ad-
dress conditions that have 
historically allowed extrem-
ism to take root.

Reiterating a timeline for 
eliminating Naxal violence, 
Shah said the government is 
determined to restore peace 
and development in affected 
regions. His remarks reflect-
ed a dual approach of  warn-
ing and outreach, signalling 
continued pressure on armed 
groups while keeping the 
door open for those willing to 
choose peace. 

Kiren Rijiju Blasts Congress After Sharing Video of Lok Sabha 
Showdown 

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has 
sharply criticised the Con-
gress party and other opposi-
tion MPs after releasing video 
footage of  a chaotic incident 
inside the Lok Sabha earlier 
this month, calling their con-
duct “the most degrading be-
haviour” seen in Parliament.

Rijiju shared the video show-
ing scenes from the February 4 
Budget session, when proceed-
ings were disrupted just before 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was scheduled to reply to 
the Motion of  Thanks on the 
President’s Address. The foot-
age depicts several opposition 
women MPs moving towards 
the treasury benches and 
standing near the Prime Min-
ister’s seat amidst a tense at-
mosphere, with some holding 
banners and refusing to step 
back despite repeated requests 
to do so.

In his public statements and 
social media posts accompany-
ing the video, Rijiju accused 
the opposition of  staging a de-
liberate confrontation that 
nearly forced a physical clash 
inside the chamber. He argued 

that if  ruling party MPs had 
not been restrained, the situa-
tion could have escalated into 
a serious altercation, compro-
mising the dignity and sancti-
ty of  the House.

Rijiju’s comments drew a 
clear contrast between what he 
described as orderly restraint 
by members of  the ruling alli-
ance and disruptive actions by 
opposition members. He said 
the ruling party chose to show 
maturity by avoiding escala-

tion, even as tensions rose. The 
minister’s remarks also sug-
gested broader political blame 
on the opposition for creating 
an environment where signifi-
cant parliamentary business 
could not proceed smoothly.

The video release has inten-
sified political confrontation 
in Parliament, coming amid 
other flashpoints during the 
Budget session, including a no-
confidence motion against Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and 

heated disputes between gov-
er nment and opposition 
benches over parliamentary 
conduct  and procedural 
fairness.

Opposition leaders, mean-
while, have rejected Rijiju’s ac-
count and defended their mem-
bers’ actions as legitimate 
protest within parliamentary 
norms, accusing the ruling 
side of  overstatement and se-
lective portrayal of  events. 
They have argued that the dis-
ruption was rooted in deeper 
disagreements over legisla-
tive handling and alleged 
partiality.

The controversy highlights 
ongoing tensions inside the 
Lok Sabha, where political bat-
tles increasingly play out not 
only through speeches and mo-
tions but also through public 
dissemination of  footage and 
narratives aimed at shaping 
perception beyond the parlia-
mentary precincts. As both 
sides continue to trade accusa-
tions, the incident has become 
another flashpoint in the 
broader struggle over conduct, 
decorum and power in India’s 
national legislature.

Sunetra Pawar Takes Charge as 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister 

Sunetra Pawar on Tuesday 
formally assumed charge as 
the Deputy Chief  Minister of  
Maharashtra, marking a sig-
nificant political transition 
in the state following the re-
cent demise of  her husband, 
senior leader Ajit Pawar.

She took charge at the 
Mantralaya in Mumbai and 
later attended her first cabi-
net meeting in her new role. 
Her elevation comes after 
she was unanimously elect-
ed leader of  the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) legis-
lature group, a step that 
paved the way for her ap-
pointment to the post.

Sunetra Pawar, a Rajya 
Sabha member, has been en-
trusted with several key 
portfolios, including state 
excise, sports and youth wel-
fare, and minority develop-
ment. The finance and plan-
ning departments earlier 
handled by Ajit Pawar will 
remain with Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis.

Her appointment is seen 
as an effort to ensure conti-

nuity and stability within 
the ruling coalition after a 
period of  political uncer-
tainty. Party leaders have de-
scribed her elevation as a 
move to preserve organisa-
tional unity while respecting 
the legacy of  Ajit Pawar, 
who was one of  Maharash-
tra’s most influential politi-
cal figures.

Earlier in the day, Sunetra 
Pawar paid visits to promi-
nent religious and memorial 
sites before beginning her 
official duties, underscoring 
the solemn backdrop against 
which she has taken office.

As she assumes responsi-
bility, Sunetra Pawar has 
said her focus will be on gov-
ernance and public welfare, 
signalling her intent to car-
ry forward development ini-
tiatives while navigating the 
complex political landscape 
of  the state. Her appoint-
ment also marks a notable 
moment in Maharashtra pol-
itics, reflecting the growing 
role of  women in senior lead-
ership positions.
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Inside the India–US Trade Deal: What Trump’s 
‘Zero-Tariff’ Claim Really Means 

India and the United States 
have unveiled what both sides 
are calling a historic trade 
framework, aimed at easing 
long-standing trade tensions 
and significantly expanding bi-
lateral commerce. The an-
nouncement gained global at-
tention after for mer US 
President Donald Trump 
claimed the deal would move 
towards “zero tariffs.” Howev-
er, a closer look at the agree-
ment shows that while tariff  
reductions are central to the 
framework, the reality is more 
nuanced than a complete elim-
ination of  duties.
Tariff Cuts, Not a Blanket 
Zero

At the core of  the deal is a 
commitment by the United 
States to substantially lower 
tariffs on a wide range of  In-
dian exports. These reductions 
are designed to improve mar-
ket access for Indian goods 
such as textiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, engineering products, 
and select manufactured 
items. In some product catego-
ries, duties may be reduced to 
zero, but this will apply selec-
tively rather than across all 
goods.

On the Indian side, New Del-
hi has agreed to reduce or 
eliminate tariffs on several US 
exports, particularly in agri-
culture and industrial goods. 
These include products such 
as pulses, edible oils, nuts, al-
coholic beverages, and certain 
industrial inputs. India has 
also committed to easing non-
tariff  barriers that have his-
torically restricted US compa-
nies’ access to the Indian 
market.
Major Purchase 
Commitments

A headline feature of  the 
framework is India’s pledge to 
significantly increase purchas-
es of  US goods and services. 

These purchases span multiple 
sectors, including energy, agri-
culture, defence-related manu-
facturing, and advanced tech-
nology. While a large aggregate 
figure has been mentioned 
publicly, officials on both sides 
have indicated that these pur-
chases will be phased over 
time and subject to commer-
cial viability.
Digital Trade and Regulatory 
Cooperation

The agreement also address-
es digital trade, a key area of  
friction in recent years. India 
has agreed to roll back certain 
digital services taxes and work 
towards a more predictable 
regulatory environment for US 
technology firms. Both coun-
tries have committed to closer 
cooperation on digital trade 
rules, data flows, and emerging 
technologies.

Additionally, the deal out-
lines plans for stronger coordi-
nation on customs procedures, 
standards, and rules of  origin. 

This is intended to ensure that 
tariff  benefits apply only to 
goods genuinely produced in 
each country and to prevent 
misuse of  trade preferences.
Strategic and Supply Chain 
Focus

Beyond tariffs, the frame-
work places strong emphasis 
on supply-chain resilience and 
strategic cooperation. India 
and the US aim to reduce de-
pendence on single-country 
supply chains by encouraging 
joint manufacturing, technol-
ogy partnerships, and invest-
ment flows. Cooperation in 
critical sectors such as semi-
conductors, clean energy, and 
advanced manufacturing 
forms an important part of  the 
broader vision.
Clarifying the ‘Zero-Tariff’ 
Narrative

While Trump’s “zero-tariff ” 
claim has dominated head-
lines, officials have clarified 
that this phrase reflects the di-

rection and ambition of  the 
relationship rather than an 
immediate policy outcome. 
The agreement is best under-
stood as a step toward progres-
sively lower trade barriers 
rather than a sudden shift to 
duty-free trade across the 
board.
What Comes Next

The current framework is 
an interim arrangement, with 
both countries planning fur-
ther negotiations toward a 
comprehensive trade agree-
ment. Future talks are expect-
ed to cover services, invest-
ment protection,  labour 
mobility, and deeper regulato-
ry alignment.

Overall, the India–US trade 
deal marks a significant reset 
in economic relations. While it 
stops short of  delivering uni-
versal zero tariffs, it lays the 
groundwork for expanded 
trade, reduced friction, and 
closer strategic alignment be-
tween the two economies.

Russia Accuses US of Pushing India Toward Costlier Energy 
as Tensions Over Oil Policy Escalate

As Starmer Faces Mounting Pressure, 
Is Shabana Mahmood Emerging as a UK 

Leadership Contender? 

Iranian Man’s Final Video Appeals Against 
Talks With Tehran Before Death 

An Iranian man has 
drawn international atten-
tion after posting a video 
message urging former US 
President Donald Trump 
and Western leaders not to 
negotiate with Iran’s ruling 
establishment, shortly be-
fore his death by suicide. 
The video has circulated 
widely on social media, 
sparking debate over Iran’s 
internal situation and in-
ternational policy toward 
Tehran.

In the recorded message, 
the man, identified as Pou-
ria Hamidi, speaks directly 
to global leaders in English, 
stating at the outset that the 
video was meant to be 
watched after his death. He 
describes conditions inside 
Iran as deeply oppressive 
and accuses the authorities 
of  violently suppressing 
dissent and protests.

Hamidi argues that diplo-
matic engagement with 
Iran’s leadership would 

only strengthen those in 
power while betraying ordi-
nary citizens who,  he 
claims, have suffered under 
state crackdowns. He urges 
Western governments to 
abandon negotiations and 
instead adopt a far more 
confrontational approach, 
claiming that Iranians are 
unable to challenge the 
country’s powerful security 
apparatus on their own.

During the video, he ap-
peals directly to Trump, 
asking him not to pursue 
agreements with Tehran 
and to consider stronger 
measures. He also express-
es support for Iranian oppo-
sition figures abroad and 
calls for unity among those 
opposed to the current 
leadership.

Toward the end of  the re-
cording, Hamidi switches 
from English to Persian, ad-
dressing fellow Iranians. 
He encourages solidarity, 
urges people not to lose 

hope, and speaks emotion-
ally about the desire for a 
different future for the 
country.

Reports indicate that Ha-
midi died shortly after post-
ing the video, although in-
dependent verification of  
the exact circumstances re-
mains limited. His death 
has underscored the depth 
of  anger, despair and politi-
cal frustration felt by some 
Iranians, particularly amid 
ongoing repression and un-
certainty about Iran’s rela-
tions with the West.

The incident has reignit-
ed international discussion 
over how foreign govern-
ments should engage with 
Iran, balancing diplomatic 
efforts with concerns over 
human rights and internal 
unrest. It also highlights 
the intense personal toll po-
litical conflict and repres-
sion can take on individu-
als living under prolonged 
pressure.

British Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer is under in-
creasing political pressure 
amid controversy linked to 
the handling of  issues con-
nected to Jeffrey Epstein-era 
associations within diplo-
matic and political circles. 
The row has sparked criti-
cism across party lines and 
intensified scrutiny of  
Starmer’s leadership, trig-
gering speculation about 
possible successors should 
the crisis deepen.

While Starmer has reject-
ed calls to step aside and in-
sists he retains the confi-
dence of  his party, the 
controversy has exposed in-
ternal unease within La-
bour. Senior figures have 
voiced concerns over judge-
ment and political optics, 
and the episode has reignit-
ed debate about leadership 
accountability at the top of  
government.

Against this backdrop, at-
tention has turned to Sha-
bana Mahmood, one of  the 
most senior figures in the 
current cabinet, whose pro-
file has risen steadily over 
recent years. A seasoned pol-
itician with a strong legal 
background, Mahmood is 
widely regarded as a capable 
administrator and a firm 
communicator, qualities 

that have gained promi-
nence amid the present 
turbulence.

Mahmood represents Bir-
mingham Ladywood and has 
served in Parliament since 
2010. Over the years, she has 
held several senior roles, 
building experience across 
justice, home affairs, and in-
ternal security. Her current 
position places her at the 
centre of  some of  the gov-
ernment’s most sensitive 
policy areas, including polic-
ing, immigration, and na-
tional security — giving her 
visibility and authority un-
matched by many of  her 
peers.

Supporters argue that 
Mahmood’s calm, disci-
plined approach contrasts 
with the uncertainty sur-
rounding the prime minis-
ter. They point to her ability 
to manage complex portfoli-
os and defend government 
policy under pressure as 
signs she could command 
confidence within the party 
if  a leadership transition 
were to occur.

However, political ana-
lysts caution that talk of  
succession remains specula-
tive. In the UK system, a sit-
ting prime minister can only 
be replaced through inter-
nal party processes that re-

quire substantial backing 
from MPs. At present, 
Starmer still controls the 
party machinery, and no for-
mal challenge has been 
initiated.

Mahmood herself  has not 
indicated any ambition to 
replace the prime minister, 
and close allies say she re-
mains focused on her cur-
rent responsibilities. Never-
theless, her emergence in 
public discussion reflects 
broader uncertainty within 
Labour as it seeks to contain 
political damage and main-
tain stability.

If  circumstances were to 
s h i f t  d r a m a t i c a l l y, 
Mahmood’s elevation would 
mark a historic moment in 
British politics, underscor-
ing the changing face of  
leadership in the UK. For 
now, though, her potential 
rise serves more as a symbol 
of  contingency planning 
within the party rather than 
an imminent change at the 
top.

As the controversy contin-
ues to unfold, much will de-
pend on whether Starmer 
can regain political momen-
tum — or whether internal 
pressure forces Labour to 
consider alternative leader-
ship options sooner than 
expected.

Russia has strongly criti-
cised recent actions by the 
United States that it says are 
aimed at limiting India’s abil-
ity to buy inexpensive Russian 
energy, accusing Washington 
of  trying to force New Delhi 
and other countries into pur-
chasing more expensive Amer-
ican liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) and energy supplies.

The comments from Russian 
officials came after assertions 
by the US government in con-
nection with a broader trade 
and energy policy push that 
reportedly seeks to encourage 
countries to reduce their reli-
ance on Russian oil. Moscow 
has dismissed these actions as 
coercive and contrary to fair 
competition, arguing that the 
measures effectively penalise 
countries that engage in ener-
gy trade with Russia while pro-
moting American exports.

According to Russian state-
ments, the United States is de-
ploying a combination of  tar-
if fs, sanctions and other 
restrictions that amount to an 
attempt to block access to Rus-
sian oil — which has been 

widely discounted on global 
markets — and steer buyers to-
ward US energy products, in-
cluding LNG at higher prices. 
Russian officials also charac-
terised such moves as part of  a 
broader effort by the US to ex-
ert control over global energy 
supply routes and assert eco-
nomic dominance.

The criticism highlighted 
concerns about what Moscow 
calls a “war” against energy 
tankers and trade flows, which 
it claims violates international 
norms and undermines the 

rights of  sovereign states to 
choose their energy sources. 
Russian leaders emphasised 
that major emerging econo-
mies such as India, China, In-
donesia and Brazil should re-
main free to engage in energy 
cooperation with all trading 
partners, including Russia, 
without artificial obstacles be-
ing created by third parties.

India has responded sepa-
rately to US comments about 
its oil import policy by reaf-
firming that its energy pro-
curement decisions are guided 

by national interest and mar-
ket conditions. New Delhi has 
emphasised that as a major im-
porter of  crude oil, it must pri-
oritise adequate availability, 
fair pricing and reliable supply 
for its large and growing 
economy.

New Delhi’s position has 
been consistent: India will con-
tinue to diversify its energy 
sources and engage with mul-
tiple partners to meet its needs, 
and it has not publicly con-
firmed any policy shift to stop 
buying Russian oil solely at the 
behest of  another country.

The broader debate over en-
ergy purchases, trade meas-
ures and geopolitical pressure 
underscores the complex inter-
section of  economic interests, 
strategic alliances and global 
energy security — particularly 
as countries navigate shifting 
patterns of  supply, sanctions 
and international competition. 
The tensions illustrate how en-
ergy policy remains deeply en-
twined with broader diplomat-
ic and economic negotiations 
involving major powers and 
emerging markets alike. 

Hindu Businessman Killed in Bangladesh Days Ahead of National Elections 
A Hindu businessman was 

brutally killed in Bangladesh 
just days before the country’s 
national elections, triggering 
fear and concern among mi-
nority communities and rais-
ing fresh questions about secu-
rity ahead of  the polls.

The victim, a 62-year-old 
trader, was attacked late at 
night inside his shop in the 
Mymensingh region. Accord-
ing to local accounts, unidenti-
fied assailants entered the 
premises and assaulted him 
with sharp weapons. He was 
found critically injured and 
covered in blood by family 
members and neighbours, and 
was rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal, where doctors declared 
him dead.

The businessman was a well-
known figure in the local mar-
ket and earned his livelihood 
through a small trading enter-
prise. Residents described him 
as a quiet and hardworking in-
dividual with no known dis-
putes, making the attack all 
the more shocking for the 
community.

The killing has taken place 
just days before Bangladesh 
goes to the polls, intensifying 
anxiety over law and order 
during a politically sensitive 
period. Minority groups, par-
ticularly Hindus, have ex-
pressed concern about their 
safety, noting that incidents of  
violence and intimidation 
tend to rise around election 
time.

Police have launched an in-
vestigation and said they are 
examining the crime scene, 
questioning witnesses and re-
viewing any available surveil-
lance footage. Officials have 
stated that efforts are under-
way to identify and apprehend 
those responsible, though no 
arrests have been announced 
so far. Authorities have not yet 
confirmed whether the mur-

der was targeted due to reli-
gious identity, business rival-
ry, or other motives.

Community leaders have 
condemned the killing and 
urged the government to en-
sure the safety of  minorities 
and traders, especially in the 
lead-up to voting. Some local 
residents have called for in-
creased police patrolling and 
stronger security measures in 
market areas and residential 
neighbourhoods.

The incident has added to 
broader concerns about sta-
bility and public confidence 
during the election period. 
Observers say such acts of  
violence, regardless of  mo-
tive, risk undermining trust 
in the electoral environment 
a n d  h e i g h t e n i n g  s o c i a l 
tensions.

As Bangladesh prepares to 
vote, the killing has cast a 
shadow over the campaign at-
mosphere, underscoring the 
challenges authorities face in 
maintaining security and re-
assuring citizens during a 
crucial democratic exercise.
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Why the Sell-Off in Data and Information Companies 
Is Misplaced and Overdone 

A growing downturn in 
the share prices of  busi-
ness-to-business (B2B) 
data and information com-
panies has sparked wide-
spread concern in finan-
c i a l  m a rke t s .  M a ny 
investors are interpreting 
recent declines as evi-
dence that artificial intel-
ligence (AI) will rapidly 
make traditional informa-
tion providers obsolete. 
However, this narrative 
oversimplifies the value 
these companies offer and 
misunderstands how tech-
nological change actually 
affects them.

The current sell-off, 
which has hit firms whose 
business models are based 
on providing high-quality 
data, analytics, and work-
flow support to enterpris-
es, is rooted in fears that 
AI platforms will supplant 
their services. Investors 
worry that intelligent 
tools capable of  aggregat-
ing and interpreting infor-
mation will render tradi-
tional paid data feeds and 
professional services re-
dundant. But these fears 
reflect surface-level think-
ing rather than a ground-
ed view of  industry 
fundamentals.

The underlying logic of  
the pessimism is that AI 
can perform many tasks 
that historically required 
specialised data provid-
ers. While AI models have 
indeed become more capa-
ble at processing and sum-
marising information, 
they still rely heavily on 
structured, authoritative 
data from established 
companies. AI tools excel 
when they are built on ro-
bust datasets and deeply 

embedded in professional 
workflows — the very 
strengths that legacy data 
companies have developed 
over decades.

Moreover, data and in-
formation providers are 
deeply integrated into 
critical business process-
es such as financial com-
pliance, risk assessment, 
regulatory reporting, and 
specialised research. 
These are areas where ac-
curacy, provenance, and 
domain expertise are vital 
— not easily replicated by 
generic AI offerings. In 
many cases, these firms 
have longstanding client 
relationships and mis-
sion-critical contracts 
that provide recurring 
revenue and resilience 
against short-term market 
sentiment.

History also offers valu-

able perspective. Previous 
technological disruptions 
— including the rise of  the 
internet and cloud-based 
software — were expected 
to kill off  established play-
ers but often created op-
portunities for them in-
stead. Many incumbents 
embraced change, inte-
grating new technologies 
into their offerings and 
expanding their value 
proposition rather than 
being displaced by it. The 
same dynamic is likely to 
play out with AI, where 
companies that embed 
cutting-edge tools into 
their  p lat for ms can 
strengthen customer lock-
in and expand their ad-
dressable market.

In this context, the re-
cent drop in valuations 
among data companies 
presents a potential buy-

ing opportunity for long-
term investors. The down-
turn appears driven more 
by fear and narrative-driv-
en selling than by any fun-
damental deterioration in 
business models or com-
petitive positioning. Many 
of  these firms continue to 
generate strong cash 
flows, maintain profitable 
operations, and serve in-
dispensable roles in the 
functioning of  capital 
markets, legal compli-
a n c e,  a n d  b u s i n e s s 
intelligence.

The panic selling also 
fails to recognise the role 
AI can play as an enabler 
rather than a disinterme-
diator. When used effec-
tively, AI augments hu-
man decision-making and 
can deepen the value of  
curated datasets by mak-
ing them more accessible 

and actionable. This is 
particularly true in spe-
cialised sectors where do-
main expertise and data 
quality cannot be easily 
substituted.

In summary, the so-
called “meltdown” in data 
and information stocks 
overstates the threat 
posed by AI and underesti-
m at e s  t h e  e n d u r i n g 
strengths of  these busi-
nesses. Rather than as-
suming they will be ren-
dered irrelevant, it’s more 
realistic to view AI as en-
hancing their capabilities 
and expanding demand 
for high-integrity data. 
For investors who focus 
on fundamentals rather 
than headlines, the recent 
correction may offer an at-
tractive entry point into 
companies with long-term 
competitive advantages.

Auto Stocks Extend Rally as Trade 
Deal Lifts Prospects for Indian 

Auto Parts Exporters

Indian auto and auto 
ancillary stocks contin-
ued their upward mo-
mentum for a second 
straight session, driven 
by optimism surround-
ing a new trade frame-
work between India and 
the United States. The 
rally reflects expecta-
tions that Indian auto 
parts manufacturers 
will gain improved ac-
cess to the US market, 
boosting exports and 
l o n g - t e r m  g r o w t h 
prospects.

The Nifty Auto index 
rose for the second con-
secutive day, outper-
forming several other 
sectoral indices. Buying 
interest was particular-
ly strong in auto compo-
nent manufacturers, as 
investors factored in the 
benefits of  reduced tar-
iffs and improved trade 
terms under the new 
agreement. The broader 
market’s positive tone 
also supported the sec-
tor’s gains.

According to market 
analysts,  the trade 
framework offers prefer-
ential tariff  treatment 
for Indian auto parts en-
tering the US, with sev-
eral categories expected 
to attract zero or signifi-
cantly lower import du-
ties. This change en-
h a n c e s  t h e  p r i c e 

competitiveness of  In-
dian suppliers, allowing 
them to compete more 
effectively with global 
peers and potentially in-
crease their market 
share in one of  the 
world’s largest automo-
tive markets.

Indian auto parts ex-
porters already have an 
established presence in 
the US, supplying com-
ponents across passen-
ger vehicles, commer-
cial vehicles and electric 
mobility segments. The 
improved trade terms 
are likely to strengthen 
India’s position within 
global automotive sup-
ply chains, encouraging 
US manufacturers to 
source more compo-
n e n t s  f ro m  I n d i a n 
companies.

Another supportive 
factor is currency dy-
namics. A relatively 
weaker rupee improves 
export realizations for 
Indian manufacturers, 
further enhancing mar-
gins and earnings visi-
bility. Combined with 
tariff  relief, this creates 
a favourable operating 
environment for export-
oriented auto ancillary 
firms.

Stock prices of  sever-
al leading auto and com-
p o n e n t  c o m p a n i e s 
moved higher during 

the session, reflecting 
investor confidence in 
the sector’s improved 
outlook. Market partici-
pants believe that com-
panies with existing US 
exposure and diversi-
fied product portfolios 
are best placed to bene-
fit from the evolving 
trade environment.

Beyond near-ter m 
gains, the development 
signals deeper economic 
engagement between In-
dia and the US in manu-
facturing and industrial 
sectors. Analysts note 
that sustained policy 
suppor t  and stable 
trade relations could 
encourage fresh invest-
ments, technology part-
nerships and capacity 
expansion within In-
dia’s auto components 
industry.

Overall, the auto sec-
tor’s continued rally 
highlights how trade 
policy developments 
can directly influence 
m a rk e t  s e n t i m e n t . 
With improved access 
to the US market and 
strengthening global 
demand, Indian auto 
parts exporters appear 
well-positioned to cap-
ture new growth op-
portunities in the com-
ing years, supporting 
the sector’s positive 
momentum.

Indian Markets Extend Rally for Third Day; Sensex Gains 
208 Points, Nifty Tops 25,900 

Indian equity markets contin-
ued their upward momentum for 
the third consecutive session, 
ending the day firmly in positive 
territory as investor sentiment 
remained supportive. Benchmark 
indices posted moderate gains, 
aided by buying interest in select 
heavyweight stocks and improv-
ing confidence around domestic 
and global cues.

The BSE Sensex closed 208 
points higher, while the Nifty 50 
reclaimed the crucial 25,900 mark, 
signaling sustained optimism 
among market participants. The 
steady rise over the past three ses-
sions reflects a gradual recovery 
after recent consolidation, with 
investors selectively adding to po-
sitions rather than engaging in 
broad-based risk-taking.

A key driver of  the rally was 
the return of  foreign institution-
al investor (FII) inflows, which 
provided much-needed support to 
the market. Foreign investors 
were net buyers during the ses-
sion, reversing the cautious 
stance seen in previous weeks. 
Their participation helped stabi-

lise sentiment and reinforced con-
fidence in India’s medium-term 
growth outlook.

Sectoral performance was 
mixed, though the overall bias re-
mained positive. Auto and metal 
stocks emerged as notable gain-
ers, benefiting from expectations 
of  improving demand and firm 
global commodity prices. Select 
banking and financial stocks also 
contributed to the benchmarks’ 
gains, offsetting weakness in a 

few defensive pockets of  the 
market.

The broader market mirrored 
the positive trend, with midcap 
and smallcap stocks also ending 
higher. This indicated improving 
market breadth and suggested 
that the rally was not confined 
only to index heavyweights. Ana-
lysts noted that such participa-
tion across segments often sig-
nals strengthening underlying 
sentiment.

Global cues remained support-
ive as Asian markets traded with 
a positive bias, which helped 
boost risk appetite among domes-
tic investors. Stability in overseas 
markets, coupled with easing con-
cerns over global monetary con-
ditions, encouraged investors to 
maintain a constructive stance on 
equities.

Market experts, however, ad-
vised caution near higher levels. 
The 26,000 level on the Nifty is 
seen as an important psychologi-
cal and technical resistance. A 
sustained move above this zone 
could open the door for further 
upside, while failure to hold 
gains may lead to near-term 
consolidation.

Overall, the third straight day 
of  gains reflects renewed confi-
dence driven by foreign inflows, 
selective sectoral strength, and 
supportive global cues. While the 
trend remains positive, investors 
are expected to stay stock-specific 
and closely monitor upcoming 
macroeconomic data and global 
d eve l o p m e n t s  fo r  f u r t h e r 
direction.

SEBI Halts NCDEX and MSE Plans 
to Enter Equity Options Market 

India’s market regula-
tor, the Securities and 
Exchange Board of  In-
dia (SEBI), has put on 
hold the plans of  the Na-
tional Commodity and 
Derivatives Exchange 
(NCDEX) and the Metro-
politan Stock Exchange 
(MSE) to enter the equi-
ty options market. The 
move reflects SEBI’s 
cautious stance on the 
rapid expansion of  de-
rivatives trading and its 
emphasis on ensuring 
market stability and in-
vestor protection.

Both exchanges had 
sought regulatory ap-
proval to expand their 
operations into the eq-
uity cash and deriva-
tives segments. NCDEX, 
which is primarily fo-
cused on agricultural 
commodity futures, and 
MSE, which has largely 
operated in currency de-
rivatives and select mar-
ket segments, were look-
ing to diversify their 
offerings and tap into 
the fast-growing equity 
derivatives space.

According to regula-
tory assessments, SEBI 
wants exchanges to first 
establish a strong and 

liquid cash equity mar-
ket before being allowed 
to launch complex deriv-
ative products such as 
options. The regulator 
believes that a well-func-
tioning underlying cash 
market is essential for 
effective price discovery 
and risk management in 
derivatives trading.

The decision also 
comes amid concerns 
over the disproportion-
ate growth of  options 
trading compared with 
cash market activity in 
India. Equity options 
volumes have surged in 
recent years, raising 
re gulatory  wor ries 
about excessive specula-
tion, concentration of  
risk and potential sys-
temic vulnerabilities. 
SEBI has been taking 
steps to tighten over-
sight and ensure that de-
rivatives g rowth is 
aligned with the depth 
and maturity of  the un-
derlying market.

While both NCDEX 
and MSE have invested 
in upgrading technology 
and strengthening infra-
structure, SEBI has indi-
cated that technical pre-
paredness alone is not 

sufficient. Exchanges 
must demonstrate sus-
tained liquidity, broad 
participation and stable 
operations in the cash 
market before they can 
be considered for entry 
into equity derivatives.

The move effectively 
maintains the domi-
nance of  established ex-
changes in the equity op-
tions segment for now, 
while signalling the reg-
ulatory challenges faced 
by smaller or special-
ised exchanges seeking 
to expand. For NCDEX 
and MSE, the focus is 
likely to shift towards 
building scale in cash 
equities,  enhancing 
market participation 
and meeting regulatory 
expectations.

Overall, SEBI’s deci-
sion underscores its pri-
ority of  market integri-
ty and risk control over 
rapid expansion. While 
competition and innova-
tion remain important, 
the regulator appears 
determined to ensure 
that any expansion into 
derivatives is backed by 
a strong market founda-
tion and safeguards for 
investors.

Indian Family Businesses Buck Global Uncertainty, But Internal Gaps 

Could Limit Future Growth
Indian family-owned enterpris-

es are displaying remarkable con-
fidence and growth ambition 
compared with their global coun-
terparts, according to a recent 
PwC survey. While external glob-
al shocks such as inflation, sup-
ply-chain disruption or geopoliti-
cal risks have had relatively 
limited impact on Indian family 
firms, internal challenges around 
governance, technology adoption 
and succession planning are 
emerging as key constraints for 
long-term competitiveness.

The survey — part of  PwC’s 
12th Global Family Business Sur-
vey — highlights a striking con-
trast between Indian family busi-
nesses and their worldwide peers. 
Only about four in ten Indian 
businesses reported being signifi-
cantly affected by major global 
risks, compared with a higher 
share globally. Issues such as la-
bour shortages, technological dis-
ruption including AI, and climate 
pressure were felt less acutely 
among Indian respondents than 
elsewhere. This relative insula-
tion has helped fuel optimism 
about growth prospects. A very 
large majority of  Indian firms ex-
pect to expand in the next two 

years, and more than half  are tar-
geting aggressive growth strate-
gies,  far outpacing global 
averages.

This upbeat outlook reflects 
several structural strengths. In-
dia’s large and growing domestic 
market, young workforce and en-
trepreneurial culture have con-
tributed to resilience amid global 
volatility. Many firms continue to 
explore new verticals, adjacen-
cies and even international mar-
kets, demonstrating a risk appe-
tite that contrasts with more 
cautious peers abroad, who have 
priori t ised  s tabi l i ty  over 
expansion.

However, the survey also re-
veals important internal chal-
lenges that could temper this op-
timism. Indian family businesses 
report greater difficulty when it 
comes to succession planning and 
governance structures. A signifi-
cant number lack clear leader-
ship transition plans, and resist-
ance from senior generations is 
often cited as a barrier to prepar-
ing the next generation of  lead-
ers. In addition, boards are often 
composed predominantly of  fam-
ily members, with limited exter-
nal or diverse perspectives, which 
can constrain strategic decision-
making at scale.

Technology adoption is anoth-
er area of  concern. While many 
Indian family firms express 
strong intent to embrace digital 
transformation and view technol-
ogy as a key driver of  competi-
tiveness, only a small share are 
early adopters. A larger propor-
tion adopt a cautious or selective 
approach, which could slow their 
progress relative to global peers 
who are investing more aggres-
sively in innovation, AI and ad-
vanced analytics.

Experts argue that bridging 
these internal gaps — by strength-
ening governance, formalising 
succession pathways and acceler-
ating strategic technology inte-
gration — will be critical for sus-
taining long-term growth as 
Indian family businesses scale 
and enter more competitive glob-
al arenas.

In summary, Indian family 
businesses are riding a wave of  
confidence and outward ambi-
t ion,  buoyed by domestic 
strengths and lower exposure to 
global shocks. But structural 
gaps within organisation, leader-
ship and technology readiness 
remain key areas that could 
shape their future trajectory.
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Husband, Wife and Career Clash: Viral Divorce Case 
Sparks Debate on Roles and Expectations

A social media post 
about a couple’s divorce 
has ignited widespread 
discussion online, center-
ing on modern marriage, 
career aspirations and 
traditional family expec-
tations. The story, shared 
on the microblogging plat-
form X, describes a tech 
couple — both engineers 
— whose marriage report-
edly ended after the wife 
refused to quit her job to 
care full-time for her ail-
ing mother-in-law.

According to the ac-
count that went viral, the 
couple were school sweet-
hearts who built a suc-
cessful life together. They 
married, had two chil-
dren, and were financially 
self-sufficient. The wife 
was described as hard-
working and committed to 
her profession, even work-
ing until late in her preg-
nancies and returning to 
a better-paying role after 
maternity breaks. Despite 
this, tension arose when 
the husband’s mother fell 
ill and he expected his 
wife to leave her career to 
become her full-time 
caregiver.

The woman reportedly 
offered alternatives: she 
proposed that she contin-
ue working to provide fi-
nancial support while the 
husband took a career 
break, offered help around 
the home, and even sug-
gested that her own moth-
er could assist with child-

care.  However,  these 
suggestions were alleged-
ly dismissed, with the cou-
ple’s family insisting that 
the daughter-in-law’s pri-
mary duty was to care for 
the mother-in-law. As dis-
agreements intensified, 
emotional strain mount-
ed, and the wife eventual-
ly moved back to her par-
ents’ home with their 
children.

The narrative claims 
that the husband later 
sent a legal notice threat-
ening divorce. Feeling 
that her autonomy and 
professional identity were 
being undermined, the 
wife filed for divorce her-
self. The couple reported-
ly parted ways, with the 

woman asserting her 
right to make decisions 
about her own life and 
career.

The story quickly drew 
reactions from users on 
social media, sparking a 
heated debate. Many peo-
ple expressed support for 
the wife’s decision, argu-
ing that in a modern, egal-
itarian society, both part-
ners should be able to 
pursue their careers with-
out being pressured into 
traditional caregiving 
roles. Commenters criti-
cised the notion that wom-
en should automatically 
be expected to give up 
their professional ambi-
tions for family obliga-
tions, particularly when 

both partners are capable 
of  sharing responsibili-
ties or hiring professional 
care for elderly relatives.

Some users also ques-
tioned why alternatives 
weren’t more seriously 
considered, such as pro-
fessional caregiving ser-
vices, and emphasised 
that responsibility for 
one’s parents should not 
be shifted solely onto a 
spouse. Others pointed 
out that resentment and 
ego could also play a role 
when traditional expecta-
tions clash with changing 
realities of  dual-career 
households.

Critics of  the couple’s 
split noted that relation-
ships require communica-

tion and compromise, 
while supporters of  the 
woman’s choice highlight-
ed the importance of  au-
tonomy and equality in 
marriage. The online de-
bate reflects broader soci-
etal tensions in India and 
beyond about gender 
roles, career priorities, 
and the evolving nature of  
family responsibilities.

The viral post resonated 
widely, as many people 
saw in this case a larger 
conversation about how 
careers, caregiving duties 
and personal ambitions 
intersect within modern 
relationships — and how 
far cultural norms will 
adapt in the face of  shift-
ing expectations. 

Kanpur Lamborghini Crash Brings ‘4018’ Number into Spotlight, 
Sparks Online Curiosity

A high-speed accident 
involving a luxury Lam-
borghini in Kanpur has 
not only raised concerns 
about road safety but has 
also triggered intense cu-
riosity on social media 
over a four-digit number 
seen on the car’s licence 
plate — 4018. In the days 
following the crash, the 
number has become a 
talking point online, with 
users speculating about 
its significance and re-
peated appearance.

The incident took place 
on a busy stretch of  road 
in Kanpur when a Lam-
borghini reportedly being 
driven at a very high 
speed lost control and 
rammed into multiple ve-
hicles and pedestrians. 
Several people were in-
jured in the accident, cre-
ating panic among by-
standers. Police quickly 
reached the scene, seized 
the vehicle and launched 
an investigation into the 
circumstances surround-
ing the crash.

The supercar involved 
in the accident was a Lam-
borghini Revuelto, one of  
the most expensive and 

rare models seen on Indi-
an roads, with a price tag 
running into several 
crores. While the car’s 
luxury and power drew at-
tention, what truly caught 
the internet’s imagina-
tion was its registration 
number — 4018 — which 
soon be gan trending 
across  socia l  media 
platforms.

Online users noticed 
that the same number re-
portedly appears on mul-
tiple high-end vehicles 
linked to the owner’s fam-
i l y.  T h i s  r e p e t i t i o n 
sparked speculation, with 
some suggesting the num-
ber might hold personal 
or symbolic importance. 
Others took the discus-
sion further, linking the 
number to numerology 
and attaching various in-
terpretations to the digits, 
even though such beliefs 
have no scientific basis.

Eyewitness accounts of  
the crash added to the in-
tensity of  the discussion. 
According to those pre-
sent, the speeding car first 
hit an autorickshaw, then 
struck a parked motorcy-
cle before crashing into a 

roadside structure. The 
force of  the collision re-
portedly threw the motor-
cyclist several feet away. 
Locals quickly gathered at 
the scene, and the situa-
tion became tense before 
authorities intervened.

The driver, identified as 
the son of  a well-known 
businessman, was taken 
into custody for question-
ing and medical examina-
tion. Police have stated 

that a detailed investiga-
tion is underway to deter-
mine whether overspeed-
ing, negligence or other 
factors played a role in the 
accident.

As the legal process 
continues, online atten-
tion has drifted from the 
accident itself  to the sym-
bolism surrounding the 
number 4018. While some 
see it as mere coincidence, 
others view it as a reflec-

tion of  how sensational 
incidents involving luxu-
ry, wealth and power often 
take on a life of  their own 
on the internet.

Ultimately, the focus on 
a licence plate number 
highlights how quickly 
public discourse can shift 
in the age of  social media 
— turning a serious road 
accident into a mix of  
safety concerns, specula-
tion and viral curiosity.

Family Making Sandwiches on 
Train Triggers Online Debate 

on Public Etiquette 

A short video showing a family pre-
paring sandwiches inside an Indian 
Railways train compartment has gone 
viral on social media, sparking a heat-
ed debate about civic sense and appro-
priate behaviour in public spaces. 
What seemed like a harmless travel 
moment to some quickly turned into a 
larger discussion on etiquette, shared 
spaces, and personal responsibility.

The video shows several members 
of  a family seated on their train 
berths during a journey. They are seen 
opening packets of  bread, spreading 
chutney, cutting vegetables, and as-
sembling sandwiches on their seats. 
The relaxed, casual activity appeared 
routine to many viewers, but it did not 
sit well with everyone online.

Critics of  the video argued that a 
train coach is a shared public space 
and not the right place to prepare food 
from scratch. Many social media us-
ers described the act as inconsiderate, 
saying it could inconvenience fellow 
passengers through food smells, clut-
ter, or hygiene concerns. Some com-
mented that travellers should either 
carry ready-to-eat food or depend on 
railway catering services rather than 
turning a seat into a makeshift 
kitchen.

Others widened the discussion to 
civic behaviour in general, saying 
such actions reflect a lack of  aware-
ness about how individual comfort 
can affect others in confined spaces. A 
few users suggested that stricter en-
forcement of  rules related to cleanli-

ness and public conduct on trains is 
necessary, arguing that guidelines of-
ten exist but are rarely followed.

On the other side of  the debate, 
many people defended the family, stat-
ing that there was nothing wrong with 
preparing simple food as long as no 
mess was created and co-passengers 
were not disturbed. Supporters point-
ed out that assembling sandwiches 
does not involve cooking or the use of  
any appliances, making it far less in-
trusive than people claimed.

Several users also highlighted that 
homemade food is often healthier, 
more affordable, and more hygienic 
than outside meals, especially during 
long train journeys. They questioned 
why such a basic activity was being 
treated as a serious offence and ac-
cused critics of  overreacting to a 
harmless situation.

Some defenders added that context 
matters — whether the family cleaned 
up afterward, whether the compart-
ment was fully occupied by them, and 
whether anyone nearby objected. 
Without that information, they ar-
gued, judging the family harshly was 
unfair.

The viral clip has ultimately ignited 
a broader conversation about how 
people perceive personal freedom in 
shared spaces. While opinions remain 
divided, the incident underlines how 
everyday actions can quickly become 
internet flashpoints, reflecting chang-
ing expectations around public behav-
iour and coexistence during travel.

Pune Man’s Matrimony Tracker Excel 
Sheet Goes Viral, Sparking Mixed 

Reactions 

A creative take on the age-old tradi-
tion of  arranged marriage has recent-
ly taken social media by storm. A 
young data analyst from Pune shared 
an Excel spreadsheet he made to or-
ganize and track all the potential part-
ners suggested to him during his ar-
ranged-marriage search — and the 
idea quickly went viral with thou-
sands of  views and likes.

The man, who goes by Vikas on Ins-
tagram, explained that he built the 
spreadsheet to manage the constant 
stream of  matches his parents were 
proposing and to provide them with 
regular updates. As he scrolled 
through biodata, conversations and 
decisions, he realized he needed a 
structured way to keep everything in 
order. So, like any organised data pro-
fessional would, he turned to his trust-
ed spreadsheet tool and built what he 
jokingly calls his “Weekend Tracker.”

On the spreadsheet, Vikas lists the 
first names of  each prospective bride 
along with key details about the inter-
actions. Multiple columns capture 
feedback from both sides — his im-
pressions, their responses, and notes 
such as “good conversation,” “no 
vibe,” “no follow-up” or “values 
aligned.” In some cases, he even tracks 
follow-up call dates and the overall sta-
tus of  the match. The template became 
not just a tool for him, but something 
he shared with friends who were going 
through similar matchmaking 
journeys.

In his Instagram caption, Vikas 

wrote a light-hearted line that resonat-
ed with many: “When life gives you ar-
ranged marriage, build a tracker.” The 
simple phrase struck a chord online, 
with many users finding the organised 
approach amusing, clever and highly 
relatable.

Comments under his post ranged 
from laughter to earnest engagement. 
Some people joked about the likeli-
hood of  “dashboard review meetings” 
with parents and relatives to discuss 
match progress. Others shared stories 
from their own experiences with ar-
ranged marriage, with one person not-
ing how their own Excel sheet had 
grown to include hundreds of  names 
and helped them reflect on what went 
well or didn’t in past conversations.

Not all reactions were just about hu-
mour. Many users pointed out how 
challenging the modern arranged-
marriage process can be, especially 
when balancing work, family expecta-
tions and personal preferences. For 
those navigating multiple profiles and 
conversations at the same time, a 
structured tracker clearly seemed like 
a sensible idea.

What started as a practical exercise 
for one person has now turned into a 
viral moment capturing the quirks, 
frustrations and occasional humour 
of  arranged marriage in contempo-
rary India. Whether viewed as a fun 
idea or a functional tool, the spread-
sheet-based approach has definitely 
struck a nerve among people wrestling 
with the matchmaking maze.

Bengaluru House Help’s Thoughtful Anniversary Gesture Wins 
Hearts Online 

A simple yet deeply 
touching moment from 
Bengaluru has captured 
the internet’s attention, 
proving once again that 
kindness does not need 
grandeur to leave a lasting 
impact. A video showing a 
house help surprising the 

couple she works for on 
their wedding anniversa-
ry has gone viral, winning 
hearts across social media 
platforms.

The video, shared by the 
couple themselves, shows 
the house help standing 
shyly with a rose and a 

chocolate, ready to sur-
prise them. Earlier, during 
a casual conversation, she 
had learned that it was 
their wedding anniversa-
ry. Without being asked or 
prompted, she decided to 
mark the special day in 
her own heartfelt way.

What makes the mo-
ment especially touching 
is the thought behind the 
gesture. The woman re-
portedly asked her hus-
band to arrange the rose 
and chocolate through a 
delivery service so that 
everything would be ready 
on time. Her effort reflect-
ed genuine affection rath-
er than obligation, turn-
ing a small act into a 
meaningful celebration.

The couple’s reaction 
added warmth to the mo-
ment. Visibly moved, they 
thanked her sincerely and 
expressed their apprecia-
tion with affection and re-
spect. In a touching ex-
change, the couple even 
bent down to touch her 
feet, requesting her con-
tinued blessings — a ges-
ture that resonated strong-
ly with viewers and 
highlighted mutual re-
spect beyond social roles.

Social media users were 
quick to respond with 
praise and admiration. 
Many described the mo-
ment as “pure,” “whole-
some,” and “emotionally 

uplifting.” Viewers appre-
ciated both the house 
help’s kindness and the 
couple’s humble response, 
noting how rare and re-
freshing such genuine in-
teractions are in an age 
dominated by curated and 
flashy content.

Several commenters 
pointed out that the video 
stood out precisely be-
cause it showcased simple 
human values — grati-
tude, care and emotional 
connection. Others re-
marked that respect and 
warmth in everyday rela-
tionships matter far more 
than expensive gifts or 
grand celebrations.

The viral clip has since 
become a reminder of  how 
small, sincere gestures 
can create powerful emo-
tional moments. In a digi-
tal world often filled with 
negativity and excess, this 
quiet act of  kindness from 
a Bengaluru home offered 
a refreshing pause — re-
minding people that empa-
thy and thoughtfulness 
still thrive in everyday 
life.
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Suryakumar Yadav, one 
of  India’s most dynamic 
white-ball batters, recent-
ly went through a rare and 
testing phase in his career 
— a prolonged slump that 
forced him to reassess not 
just his technique, but also 
his mindset.

Known for his fearless 
strokeplay and ability to 
score all around the wick-
et, Suryakumar found 
himself  struggling for 
runs over several matches. 
The timing that once made 
his shots look effortless 
seemed to disappear, and 
with expectations mount-
ing, the pressure began to 
take a toll. For a player ac-
customed to success, the 
lean patch was both frus-
trating and mentally 
draining.

Rather than forcing his 
way out  of  trouble, 
Suryakumar made an unu-
sual but deliberate choice: 
he stepped away from the 
game for a short period. 
He decided to put his 
cricket kit aside, distance 
himself  from the daily 
grind of  practice and 
matches, and allow his 
mind to reset. This break, 
he later acknowledged, 
was essential.

During this phase, he 
also made small but mean-

ingful changes to his rou-
tine. High-energy music 
gave way to devotional 
songs, helping him slow 
down and find calm amid 
the noise of  elite sport. 
The shift was less about 
superstition and more 
about restoring emotional 
balance — something he 
felt had been missing dur-
ing the slump.

Technically, opponents 
had begun targeting him 
early, denying him the 

freedom he usually enjoys. 
But the bigger challenge 
was mental. By taking 
time off, Suryakumar 
stopped chasing form and 
instead focused on clarity 
and confidence, trusting 
that the runs would even-
tually follow.

When he returned, the 
difference was visible. His 
movements at the crease 
looked more composed, 
his shot selection more 
measured. Instead of  rush-

ing into risky strokes, he 
showed patience, built 
partnerships and allowed 
his natural flair to resur-
face gradually.

A crucial innings in the 
T20 World Cup showcased 
this renewed balance. It 
wasn’t just about the runs 
he scored, but the way he 
scored them — adapting to 
conditions, reading the 
game situation and blend-
ing caution with aggres-
sion. The knock signalled 

not just a return to form, 
but a player who had 
grown through adversity.

As India’s campaign 
progresses, Suryakumar’s 
journey serves as a re-
minder that even the most 
gifted players go through 
difficult phases. Some-
times, the way forward 
isn’t more practice or 
harder effort — but step-
ping back, regaining per-
spective and trusting the 
process.

India Frustrated With World Cup 
Pitch in Match Against USA 

The Indian cricket 
team has reportedly ex-
pressed displeasure with 
the pitch used in their T20 
World Cup 2026 match 
against the United States 
of  America, with sources 
saying team management 
felt the surface did not 
play in line with their ex-
pectations. India’s opener 
was held to a competitive 
but modest total and the 
unfamiliar behaviour of  
the pitch became a talk-
ing point after the match.

India’s campaign got 
off  to a challenging start 
in their opening World 
Cup fixture, where they 
posted a score that was 
below their usual expec-
tations at a venue tradi-
tionally seen as batting-
friendly. What made the 
game tougher was a sur-
face that offered assis-
tance to bowlers and vari-
able bounce, making 
run-scoring more diffi-
cult than anticipated. 
This prompted the team’s 
support staff  to raise con-
cerns with the Board of  
Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) about the na-
ture of  the wicket.

Usually, Indian batting 
lineups relish flat, high-
scoring wickets where 
batsmen can play freely. 
In this encounter, howev-
er, the unexpected grip 

and turn on the surface 
required the players to al-
ter their customary ap-
proach, forcing more cau-
tious and adaptive batting 
than initially planned. 
This adjustment was 
highlighted by the early 
collapse and the need for 
a strong recovery from 
middle-order batters.

Despite the tricky wick-
et, India managed to re-
cover and secure a victo-
ry over the USA, thanks 
to key contributions from 
senior players who adapt-
ed to the conditions. But 
within the dressing room 
and among team strate-
gists, there was a sense 
that the pitch did not suit 
India’s preferred style of  
play — especially in a 
match they would typi-
cally expect to dominate 
comfortably.

Analysts suggest that 

while pitch conditions 
are always part of  inter-
national cricket and 
teams must adjust, the 
specific behaviour of  this 
surface caught them off  
guard. The Indian man-
agement’s feedback to the 
board appears to reflect a 
desire for more predicta-
ble or standard condi-
tions for future matches 
in the tournament.

As the World Cup pro-
gresses, India will be 
looking for surfaces that 
better align with their ag-
g r e s s i v e  b a t t i n g 
strengths, while continu-
ing to prepare strategies 
for varying pitches. In the 
meantime, the team’s re-
sponse to unfamiliar con-
ditions — and its ability 
to adapt successfully — 
will remain key talking 
points in their quest for 
T20 World Cup glory.

Pakistan’s T20 World Cup U-Turn 
Sparks Meme Frenzy Across Social 

Media 

Pakistan’s sudden reversal on 
playing India at the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026 has triggered a 
wave of  memes and online jokes, 
with social media users seizing on 
what they see as a dramatic flip-flop 
by the Pakistan Cricket Board.

The controversy began after Pa-
kistan signalled that it might boy-
cott its high-profile World Cup 
match against India, citing broader 
political and security concerns 
linked to regional developments. 
The possibility of  Pakistan pulling 
out of  the marquee clash — one of  
the most watched and commercial-
ly valuable fixtures in world cricket 
— immediately drew global 
attention.

However, within days, Pakistan 
backed down from its earlier stance 
and confirmed that it would play 
the match as scheduled at a neutral 
venue. The reversal ended the un-
certainty surrounding the game 
but opened the floodgates for online 
ridicule.

As soon as the decision was an-
nounced, social media platforms 
were flooded with memes, sarcastic 
posts and humorous videos mock-
ing Pakistan’s change of  position. 
Many users portrayed the move as 
a reluctant surrender to cricketing 
and financial realities, while others 
joked about the contrast between 

initial tough talk and the eventual 
agreement to play.

Indian fans, in particular, were 
quick to join the meme fest, sharing 
pop-culture references, movie clips 
and tongue-in-cheek captions high-
lighting the sudden U-turn. Several 
former cricketers and well-known 
online personalities also weighed 
in with playful jabs, further ampli-
fying the viral moment.

The memes ranged from light-
hearted rivalry humour to sharp 
satire aimed at cricket administra-
tion and decision-making. While 
some posts focused purely on enter-
tainment, others pointed out how 
difficult it is for any team to walk 
away from an India–Pakistan match 
given its massive global audience 
and commercial significance.

Despite the online trolling, the 
resolution ensures that fans will 
once again witness one of  cricket’s 
most intense rivalries on the world 
stage. With the match now con-
firmed, attention is shifting back to 
on-field action — even as the memes 
continue to circulate.

The episode once again under-
lines how cricket decisions in the 
subcontinent rarely stay confined 
to boardrooms, quickly spilling 
into politics, public debate and, in-
evitably, the internet’s humour 
machine.

Pakistan’s U-Turn on India Match Averts Huge Revenue Hit at 
T20 World Cup 

Pakistan’s decision to 
reverse its earlier stance 
and agree to play India in 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2026 has prevented a 
massive financial setback 
for the tournament organ-
isers and cricket’s global 
governing body.

The proposed boycott of  
the India fixture — one of  
the most commercially 
valuable matches in world 
sport — had threatened to 
disr upt  key revenue 
streams tied to broadcast-
ers, sponsorships, adver-
tising and hospitality. In-
dustry estimates suggested 
that cancelling the India–
Pakistan clash could have 
cost hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars in total commer-
cial value, with losses 
stemming not only from 
broadcast rights but also 
from associated advertis-
ing and matchday reve-
nues. A boycott would like-
ly have triggered contract 
penalties and rebates un-
der existing media and 
sponsorship deals, further 
amplifying the financial 

fallout.
After several days of  in-

tense negotiations involv-
ing the Inter national 
Cricket Council (ICC), the 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) and other cricket 
boards, Pakistan agreed to 
field its team for the sched-
uled February 15 match in 
Colombo. Reports indicate 

that this U-turn saved an 
estimated ₹1,460 crore 
(around $174 million) that 
might otherwise have been 
lost if  the fixture had been 
dropped. This figure in-
cludes potential losses 
from broadcasters, spon-
sors and other commercial 
partners who depend on 
t h e  I n d i a – P a k i s t a n 

match’s enormous global 
viewership and advertis-
ing pull.

The fixture is widely re-
garded as the marquee 
game of  the tournament 
— drawing peak audiences 
across television, digital 
platforms and social me-
dia — and is central to the 
financial health of  the 

World Cup cycle. Its rein-
statement ensures that 
contractual obligations 
with major rights holders 
remain intact and that the 
tournament’s broader eco-
nomic model stays on 
track.

Pakistan’s reversal also 
eased pressure on the 
ICC’s broader commercial 
framework, which relies 
h e av i ly  o n  m a r q u e e 
matchups to sustain high-
value deals. For smaller 
cricket boards that depend 
on revenue distributions 
from global events, pre-
serving the full schedule 
of  high-profile matches is 
critical for financial stabil-
i t y  a n d  l o n g - t e r m 
development.

Overall, the decision by 
Pakistan to honour the In-
dia fixture not only upheld 
the integrity of  the World 
Cup schedule but also safe-
guarded a significant por-
tion of  the tournament’s 
projected revenue — a fi-
nancial outcome that reso-
nates far beyond the match 
itself.

Why Mohammed Shami and Sarfaraz 
Khan Were Left Out of BCCI Central 

Contracts

The Board of  Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) recently announced 
its central contract list for the 2025-
26 season, and among the notable 
absentees were fast bowler Moham-
med Shami and batsman Sarfaraz 
Khan, along with a few other famil-
iar names. Their omission has 
sparked discussion among fans and 
pundits about the reasons behind 
the decision.
Main Reason: Lack of 
International Appearances

The primary reason both Shami 
and Sarfaraz were excluded from 
this contract cycle is straightfor-
ward: neither player featured in an 
international match during the rel-
evant evaluation period. The BCCI’s 
contract policy heavily factors in a 
player’s recent participation and 
performance across formats. Since 
both Shami and Sarfaraz did not 
play internationally in the past cy-
cle, they did not meet the criteria for 
retainership.

Shami, a veteran pacer who was 
previously part of  India’s senior 
setup and played a key role in ear-
lier campaigns, has been absent 
from national selection since the 
2025 Champions Trophy. Injuries 
and lack of  fitness opportunities at 
the highest level kept him out of  the 
team, and without recent interna-
tional appearances, he was not in-
cluded in the central contracts list.

Similarly, Sarfaraz Khan — de-
spite showing promise and earning 
selection in past squads — did not 
play a match for India in the period 
under review. Although he was part 

of  the touring squad for Australia, 
he did not get game time, and this 
absence from match participation 
ultimately affected his eligibility for 
a contract.
Contract List Overhaul and 
Selection Focus

The latest central contract list 
also saw structural changes, includ-
ing the removal of  the top-tier cat-
egory and a trimming of  the overall 
retained player list. This has put 
greater emphasis on current avail-
ability, playing time and perfor-
mance in international fixtures as 
key determinants for contract 
awards.

Under the updated structure, 
players who have maintained con-
sistent involvement across formats 
and recent matches were prior-
itized, while those without appear-
ances — regardless of  their past 
achievements — were omitted. This 
explains why figures like Shami and 
Sarfaraz, both of  whom have long-
standing reputations, missed out 
this time.
Looking Ahead

Being left out of  the central con-
tracts does not permanently rule 
out a player’s return. Continued 
strong performances in domestic 
cricket or a return to international 
duty could prompt future reconsid-
eration. But for this particular con-
tract cycle, availability and active 
participation in India’s internation-
al schedule were decisive factors in 
determining who made the cut — 
and who didn’t.

How Suryakumar Yadav Fought His Slump by 
Slowing Down and Finding Balance

Buttler Says Cricket Trails Other Sports 
as England Uses Walkie-Talkies in T20 

World Cup

England’s senior batter 
Jos Buttler has playfully 
acknowledged that cricket 
is still catching up with 
other sports in how teams 
communicate with players 
on the field, after a notable 
moment in the ongoing 
T20 World Cup 2026.

During England’s match 
against Nepal, head coach 
Brendon McCullum was 
seen using a walkie-talkie 
to send messages to cap-
tain Harry Brook during a 
drinks break, drawing 
plenty of  attention from 
fans and commentators. 
Buttler commented on the 
incident, suggesting that 
cricket as a sport hasn’t 
traditionally adopted real-
time coaching communi-
cation to the same extent 
as some other major 
sports.

Buttler pointed out that 
in sports like Formula 1, 
teams regularly relay tech-
nical and strategic infor-
mation directly to drivers 
via radio, and in games 
such as football and rugby, 
managers can communi-
cate with players in real 
time from the sidelines. In 
contrast, cricket has typi-
cally kept on-field commu-
nication between players 
themselves, with coaches 
having limited direct in-
fluence once a match 
begins.

The England batter also 
defended McCullum’s ap-
proach and described the 
practice as part of  evolv-
ing tactics in the modern 
game. He emphasised that 
McCullum, despite a re-
laxed outward demeanour, 
is a very sharp coach who 
remains deeply engaged in 
match strategy, and the 
walkie-talkie exchange 
was simply a way to relay 
helpful information in a 
tightly contested game.

Buttler reflected that as 
cricket continues to adapt 
with technology and stra-
tegic innovation — such as 
seen in franchise T20 
leagues — more direct 
forms of  communication 
between coaching staff  
and players could become 
more common in the 
future.

Overall, his remarks 
suggest a view that crick-
et, while rich in tradition, 
is gradually embracing 
new methods to keep pace 
with other professional 
sports in how tactical in-
sights and decisions are 
communicated during 
high-pressure matches. 
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Santosh Soban Promises an Engaging Romantic 
Journey with Couple Friendly

Actor Santosh Soban ex-
pressed strong confidence in 
his upcoming romantic musical 
Couple Friendly, calling it an 
engaging and emotionally rich 
journey of  its lead characters, 
Shiva and Mitra. Speaking at 
the film’s pre-release press 
meet held in Hyderabad, the ac-
tor said audiences would con-
nect deeply with the story once 
they experience it on the big 
screen.

Couple Friendly stars San-
tosh Soban and Manasa Vara-
nasi in the lead roles and is di-
r e c t e d  b y  A s h w i n 
Chandrasekhar. The film is pro-
duced under the banner of  UV 
Concepts and presented by the 
prestigious UV Creations, with 
Ajay Kumar Raju P. serving as 
co-producer. The film is set for 
a grand bilingual release in Tel-
ugu and Tamil on February 14, 
coinciding with Valentine’s 
Day. Producer and distributor 
Dheeraj Mogilineni is releasing 
the film across Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana.

Addressing media queries, 
Dheeraj Mogilineni clarified 
the controversy surrounding 
the film’s title and certification. 
He explained that while the cen-
sor board suggested a title 
change, the team decided to re-
tain Couple Friendly as all pro-
motions were already complet-
ed. This resulted in an A 
certificate in Telugu, though 
the Tamil version received a UA 
certificate. Dheeraj strongly 
dismissed rumours of  adult 
content, stating that the film is 

a clean love story rooted in fam-
ily values. He added that the 
narrative features strong fami-
ly characters and can be en-
joyed by audiences of  all age 
groups. Expressing confidence 
in the lead pair, he said the film 
would mark a major turning 
point in Santosh Soban’s career 
and praised Manasa Varanasi 
for her committed performance. 
He also revealed that special 
premieres are planned in major 
cities a day ahead of  release.

Manasa Varanasi shared her 
excitement over the positive re-
sponse to the trailer and spoke 
about the effort that went into 

adapting the Tamil script into 
Telugu without losing its 
rhythm. She highlighted the 
strong sense of  teamwork on 
the project and said the film 
taught her the true meaning of  
collaborative filmmaking. She 
urged audiences to watch the 
film in theatres and witness 
the  s inceri ty  behind the 
performances.

Santosh Soban noted the 
overwhelming support the film 
has received during promotions 
and said the story’s emotional 
core has been intentionally 
kept under wraps. He described 
Couple Friendly as a journey 

that explores how Shiva’s life 
transforms after meeting Mitra 
and the extent to which he goes 
for love. Calling the title per-
fectly suited to the story, he said 
the film’s true essence can only 
be experienced in theatres. He 
also expressed gratitude to 
Prabhas for sharing the trailer, 
calling it a gesture of  pure 
encouragement.

With music by Aditya Ravin-
dran and cinematography by 
Dinesh Purushothaman, Cou-
ple Friendly is positioned as a 
heartfelt romantic entertainer 
aimed at  Valentine’s  Day 
audiences.

“Nawab Cafe” Set for February 20 Release, Team Expresses Confidence

The upcoming Telugu 
film Nawab Cafe is gear-
ing up for its theatrical 
release on February 20, 
with the makers express-
ing strong confidence 

that the film will strike 
an emotional chord with 
audiences. A grand press 
meet was held recently, 
where the cast and crew 
interacted with the me-

dia and shared insights 
into the journey behind 
the film.

Nawab Cafe stars Shi-
va Kandukuri, Rajeev 
Kanakala, and Teju Ash-
wini in lead roles. The 
film is produced under 
the Harshika Produc-
tions banner by Radha V 
Papudippu, with Venkat 
R Papadippu serving as 
co-producer. Written and 
directed by Pramod Har-
sha, the film promises a 
heartfelt narrative root-
ed in sincerity and real-
life emotions.

Speaking at the event, 
hero Shiva Kandukuri 
revealed that the film 
was initially titled Chai 
Wala. He explained that 
while the team worked 
extensively under the 
original title, they later 
decided to rename the 
film Nawab Cafe in ad-
herence to censor guide-
lines. Interestingly, Shiva 
shared that director 
Pramod Harsha had al-
ways envisioned Nawab 
Cafe as the story’s true 
title,  even from the 
scripting stage. Calling it 
a matter of  destiny, Shiva 

said the final title per-
fectly reflects the soul 
and essence of  the film.

Shiva emphasized that 
despite facing challenges 
related to the title change 
and censor concerns, the 
producers never compro-
mised on their vision. He 
described Nawab Cafe as 
a film made with honesty 
and emotional depth, ex-
pressing confidence that 
it would resonate with 
audiences across all sec-
tions. “After watching 
this film, people will feel 
the urge to call their fa-
thers and share their 
emotions,” he said, hint-
ing at the film’s strong 
emotional core.

Producer Venkat R Pa-
padippu clarified that 
there was no official di-
rective forcing a title 
change, but discussions 
with the censor authori-
ties made it clear that the 
earlier title could not be 
used. After considering 
multiple alternatives, the 
team unanimously final-
ized Nawab Cafe. He ex-
pressed hope that audi-
ences and the media 
would extend the same 

support to the new title 
as well.

Director Pramod Har-
sha shared that the sto-
ry is inspired by inci-
dents he has personally 
witnessed and experi-
enced. He reiterated 
that the title change was 
made in full respect of  
censor rules and urged 
the media to help take 
Nawab Cafe to a wider 
audience.

Heroine Teju Ashwini, 
making her debut with 
this film, said that con-
tent ultimately matters 
more than the title. She 
expressed optimism that 
audiences would em-
brace the film and called 
the journey a test of  faith 
that has strengthened the 
team’s resolve.

W i t h  m u s i c  b y 
Prashanth R Vihari, cin-
ematography by Kranti 
Varl, and a strong sup-
porting cast including 
Rajkumar Kasireddy and 
Chaitanya Krishna, 
Nawab Cafe is poised to 
offer an emotionally en-
gaging cinematic experi-
ence when it hits thea-
tres on February 20.

Nikhil Siddhartha’s Swayambhu Explores 
the Ancient Legacy of the Sengol

Actor Nikhil Siddhar-
tha has shared intriguing 
insights about his upcom-
ing period drama Sway-
ambhu, revealing that the 
film’s core narrative re-
volves around the Sengol, 
a powerful symbol deeply 
rooted in Indian history 
and mythology. The actor 
said the story draws in-
spiration from the Sen-
gol’s rich legacy, which 
traces back to Lord Ram 
and represents righteous 
r u l e ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d 
dharma.

Speaking about the 
film, Nikhil explained 
that while the Sengol has 
recently come into public 
discussion, its origins are 
far more ancient and sig-
nificant. According to 
traditional lore, the Sen-
gol was first associated 
with Lord Ram and later 
passed down through 
generations as a symbol 
of  moral governance. 
Over time, it became an 
important emblem in 
powerful dynasties, espe-
cially during the Chola 
reign, signifying author-
ity balanced with respon-
sibility and fairness. 
Swayambhu uses this 
historical and cultural 
foundation to build a fic-
tional yet emotionally 

g rounded cinematic 
narrative.

Directed by Bharat 
Krishnamachari, Sway-
ambhu is being mounted 
on a grand scale and is 
designed as a high-budget 
period action drama with 
strong mythological and 
historical undertones. 
The film aims to blend in-
tense drama, action, and 
emotion while staying 
rooted in Indian cultural 
values. Nikhil stated that 
the story is not just about 
power or warfare but 
about the philosophy be-
hind leadership and the 
consequences of  deviat-
ing from righteousness.

The film is produced by 
Bhuvan and Shreekar un-
der the Pixel Studios ban-
ner and is planned as a 
pan-India release, reflect-
ing the universal appeal 
of  its theme. The makers 
are leaving no stone un-
turned in recreating the 
period authentically, with 
detailed production de-
sign, costumes, and large-
scale visuals playing a 
crucial role in the story-
telling. The technical 
team is said to be work-
ing extensively to ensure 
that the world of  Sway-
ambhu feels immersive 
and visually striking.

Adding to the excite-
ment, the makers have 
announced a grand teas-
er launch event sched-
uled for February 11, to 
be held simultaneously in 
two major cities. This 
unique promotional 
strategy underlines the 
confidence the team has 
in the film and its con-
tent. The teaser is expect-
ed to offer a glimpse into 
the film’s epic scale, in-
tense conflicts, and the 
central role played by the 
Sengol in shaping the 
narrative.

With a planned world-
wide theatrical release on 
April 10, 2026, Swayamb-
hu is emerging as one of  
Nikhil Siddhartha’s most 
ambitious projects to 
date. Given the actor’s 
track record of  choosing 
distinctive scripts and 
the film’s strong histori-
cal foundation, expecta-
tions are high.

As audiences show 
growing interest in sto-
ries rooted in Indian his-
tory and mythology, 
Swayambhu promises to 
deliver a powerful cine-
matic experience that 
combines spectacle with 
substance, anchored by 
the timeless symbolism 
of  the Sengol.

Ravi Babu Completes Shooting of Razor, Power-Packed 
Glimpse Unveiled

Actor and filmmaker 
Ravi Babu has completed 
the shooting of  his up-
coming Telugu film Ra-
zor, and the makers have 
released an intense 
glimpse that has created 
strong buzz among movie 
lovers. Known for his 
bold choices and uncon-
ventional storytelling, 
Ravi Babu appears in a 
fierce and raw avatar in 
this action-packed pro-
ject, which promises to 
be a gritty cinematic 
experience.

The recently released 
glimpse gives a clear indi-
cation that Razor will be 
high on violence, inten-
sity, and dark emotions. 
Ravi Babu is seen in an 
aggressive mode, deliver-
ing brutal action with 
striking visuals. The 
glimpse establishes the 
film’s hard-hitting tone 
and suggests that the sto-
ry revolves around harsh 
realities, justice, and re-
venge. The tagline and 
visuals together hint that 
the film will explore a 
darker side of  human na-

ture, staying true to its 
title.

Razor marks another 
ambitious venture for 
Ravi Babu, who is not 
only playing the lead role 
but also directing the 
film. Over the years, he 
has carved a niche for 
himself  by experiment-
ing with different genres 
and presenting stories 
that stand apart from 
mainstream cinema. 
With Razor, he seems to 
be pushing boundaries 
further by attempting a 
raw action thriller that is 
expected to be unlike any-
thing he has done before.

The film is backed by a 
strong technical team 
that aims to elevate the 
intense narrative with 
striking cinematography, 
impactful background 
score, and realistic action 
sequences. The visuals 
showcased in the glimpse 
indicate a gritty color pal-
ette and a grounded treat-
ment, adding to the real-
ism of  the film. The 
action choreography ap-
pears to be designed to 

feel brutal and organic 
rather than stylized, en-
hancing the overall 
impact.

With the shooting now 
wrapped up, Razor has 
entered the post-produc-
tion phase. The team is 
currently working on ed-
iting, sound design, and 
music, with plans to de-
liver a technically pol-
ished and emotionally 
charged film. The mak-

ers are expected to an-
nounce the release date 
soon, and expectations 
are that the film will hit 
theatres later this year.

The glimpse has al-
ready sparked curiosity 
and discussions among 
fans and film circles, 
with many praising Ravi 
Babu’s intense transfor-
mation and daring ap-
proach. Given his reputa-
t ion  for  presenting 

thought-provoking and 
unconventional cinema, 
Razor is being seen as 
one of  the most intrigu-
ing upcoming Telugu 
films.

As anticipation builds, 
audiences are eager to 
see how Ravi Babu blends 
raw action with storytell-
ing depth in Razor, which 
promises to be a bold and 
uncompromising cine-
matic experience.

Anil Ravipudi Breaks Silence on 
Rumours Surrounding His Upcoming 

Film Projects

Tollywood director 
Anil Ravipudi has ad-
dressed swirling ru-
mours about his upcom-
i n g  f i l m  ve n t u r e s , 
especially speculation 
linking him to certain 
high-profile projects. The 
filmmaker, known for de-
livering consistent box 
office successes, recently 
spoke to the media while 
promoting his current 
work, offering clarity on 
his involvement and ex-
pectations as rumours 
circulate.

At the centre of  recent 
chatter has been the 
much-talked-about Tamil 
film Jana Nayagan, star-
ring Vijay, which some 
fans speculated might be 
a remake of  Ravipudi’s 
acclaimed Telugu film 
Bhagavanth Kesari. In-
stead of  fueling specula-
tion, Ravipudi main-
tained a diplomatic 
stance, saying he hasn’t 
seen the final version and 
that it’s best to treat Jana 
Nayagan as Vijay’s own 
project until the film re-
leases. He stressed the 
importance of  judging 
the movie on its own mer-
it, rather than labelling it 
a remake before audienc-
es get a chance to watch 
it. His measured response 
reflects a professional 
courtesy toward fellow 
filmmakers and avoids 
unnecessary compari-
sons before audiences 
have seen the final 
product.

Ravipudi’s remarks 
also come amid the suc-
cess of  his recent films. 
Having delivered multi-
ple hits at the box office, 
he continues to be one of  
Telugu cinema’s most 
bankable  directors. 

W h i l e  h e  r e m a i n s 
grounded despite his 
track record, he also em-
phasises the importance 
of  clear communication 
when addressing ru-
mours — especially those 
that link him to projects 
he isn’t directly part of  or 
details that aren’t yet 
confirmed.

Beyond addressing ru-
mours, Ravipudi’s recent 
public interactions show 
his active engagement 
with the industry and his 
peers. Whether comment-
ing playfully at events or 
offering thoughtful takes 
during press meets, he 
appears committed to 
staying connected with 
both media and fans 
without over-hyping un-
verified reports.

Meanwhile, Ravipudi’s 

slate remains busy. He 
continues to develop new 
ideas and collaborations, 
riding the momentum of  
his recent successes and 
keeping audiences in-
trigued about his next 
moves. By responding to 
speculation with clarity 
rather than dismissal, he 
reinforces his reputation 
as a seasoned filmmaker 
who balances creativity 
with professionalism — 
even when faced with 
rampant internet buzz.

With fans eagerly 
awaiting updates on his 
future projects, Ravipu-
di’s balanced approach to 
rumours sets a tone of  re-
spect for cinema and au-
diences alike, while keep-
ing the focus on the work 
itself  rather than unveri-
fied hearsay.


