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POLITICAL

Kuppam, January 31 
| TPN Bureau

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu created 
history in his home con-
stituency of  Kuppam by 
overseeing a record-
breaking distribution 
of  electric cycles, mark-
ing a significant mile-
stone in welfare deliv-
ery and sustainable 
mobility initiatives. 
The large-scale pro-
gramme drew wide-
spread attention for its 
scale, speed, and impact 
on local communities.

As part of  the initia-
tive, thousands of  e-cy-
cles were distributed to 
beneficiaries in a single 
day,  setting a new 
benchmark for public 
welfare programmes. 
The event witnessed en-
thusiastic participation 
from students, women, 
and working profes-
sionals, who welcomed 
the move as a trans-
formative step towards 
af fordable and eco-
friendly transportation. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu de-
scribed the occasion as 
a proud moment for 
Kuppam and Andhra 
Pradesh. He stated that 
the programme symbol-
ises the government’s 
commitment to innova-
tion, environmental 

protection, and inclu-
sive development. The 
Chief  Minister empha-
sised that electric mo-
bility is not just about 
reducing fuel costs, but 
also about building a 
cleaner and healthier 
future for the next 
generation.

Naidu highlighted 
that the e-cycle initia-
tive would significantly 
benefit students and 
women by reducing dai-
ly travel expenses and 
improving access to ed-
ucation, employment, 
and essential services. 
He noted that for many 
families, transportation 
costs form a major fi-
nancial burden, and the 

introduction of  e-cycles 
would help ease that 
pressure while promot-
ing self-reliance.

The Chief  Minister 
also underlined the en-
vironmental advantag-
es of  electric cycles, 
pointing out that in-
creased adoption of  
non-polluting transport 
options is crucial in ad-
dressing climate change 
and urban congestion. 
He said the government 
intends to expand such 
green mobility initia-
tives across other parts 
of  the state in a phased 
m a n n e r.  T h e  p r o -
gramme was executed 
with meticulous plan-
ning, ensuring smooth 

distribution and trans-
parency. District offi-
cials, local representa-
tives, and volunteers 
worked in coordination 
to ensure that benefi-
ciaries received their e-
cycles without incon-
venience. The festive 
atmosphere at the event 
reflected the public’s 
positive response to the 
initiative. Beneficiaries 
expressed happiness 
and gratitude, stating 
that the e-cycles would 
make daily commuting 
easier and more eco-
nomical. Many students 
said the initiative would 
help them attend class-
es regularly without de-
pending on expensive 

transport options.
Political observers 

noted that the event fur-
t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d 
Chandrababu Naidu’s 
connect with the people 
of  Kuppam, a constitu-
ency he has represented 
for decades. They de-
scribed the initiative as 
a blend of  welfare, sus-
tainability, and vision-
ary leadership.

With this record-set-
ting programme, the 
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has reinforced 
its focus on people-cen-
tric governance, green 
development, and inno-
vative solutions aimed 
at improving quality of  
life across the state.
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Andhra Pradesh Fi-
nance Minister Payya-
vula Keshav on Satur-
day publicly exposed 
what he described as a 
major scandal involv-
ing adulterated ghee 
used in the preparation 
of  sacred Tirupati lad-
du prasadam and al-
leged a cover-up by the 
previous YSR Congress 
Party government. His 
r e v e l a t i o n s  h a v e 
sparked a fierce politi-
cal controversy, with ri-
val parties debating re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
accountability in the 
sensitive matter.

Speaking at a press 
conference, Keshav 
claimed that investiga-
tions and laboratory re-
ports clearly show that 
the ghee used in Tiru-
mala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) laddu 
preparation was adul-
terated with chemicals 
and animal fat. He stat-
ed that samples sent to 
accredited food re-
search laboratories and 

national dairy testing 
agencies indicated the 
presence of  non-dairy 
ingredients, contradict-
ing earlier claims by the 
opposition that the ghee 
was entirely pure.

Keshav contended 
that the previous YS-
RCP government not 
only failed to act on ear-
ly warning signs about 
ghee quality but active-
ly suppressed findings 
that could have alerted 
devotees and authori-
ties. According to the 
minister, reports from 
reputable laboratories 
in 2022 identified adul-
teration, including ani-
mal fat and chemical 
mixtures, but these 
were not made public at 

the time. He said this 
suppression of  evi-
dence amounted to a 
gross betrayal of  public 
trust, especially given 
the religious signifi-
cance of  the laddu pras-
adam consumed by mil-
lions of  pilgrims.

The minister also al-
leged that the tendering 
process for the procure-
ment of  ghee was irreg-
ularly altered during 
the previous regime, 
lowering eligibility cri-
teria and opening the 
door for suppliers who 
lacked proper capacity 
o r  c re d i b i l i t y.  H e 
claimed that these 
changes allowed un-
qualified firms to sup-
ply large quantities of  
substandard and adul-
terated ghee, which was 
then used in preparing 
approximately 20 crore 
laddus over several 
years.

Keshav further stated 
that the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT), 
which filed a final 
chargesheet in court, 
clearly identified cor-

ruption and malprac-
tice to the tune of  hun-
dreds of  crores of  
rupees. He accused of-
ficials and intermediar-
ies linked to the pro-
curement process of  
colluding with suppli-
ers, receiving bribes, 
and undermining qual-
ity standards.

Defending his party’s 
stance, the opposition 
YSRCP has rejected 
claims of  wrongdoing, 
saying independent re-
ports have questioned 
whether adulterated 
ghee was actually used. 
They insisted that alle-
gations of  animal fat 
are politically motivat-

ed and misrepresent 
scientific findings.

The debate has now 
intensified beyond tech-
nical food safety con-
cerns into a full-blown 
political clash, with 
parties trading accusa-
tions and public rallies 
calling for accountabil-
ity. Analysts say the is-
sue touches on religious 
sentiments and public 
confidence, making it a 
particularly sensitive 
flashpoint in Andhra 
Pradesh politics as lead-
ers from both sides seek 
to influence public 
opinion ahead of  up-
c o m i n g  e l e c t o r a l 
battles.
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Political tensions in 
Andhra Pradesh inten-
sified further when sen-
ior Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) leader Parthasar-
athy strongly criticised 
remarks made by for-
mer minister and YSR 
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) leader Ambati 
Rambabu targeting 
Chief  Minister  N. 
Chandrababu Naidu.

Parthasarathy de-
scribed Rambabu’s 
comments as “utterly 
wicked” and unaccepta-
ble in a democratic set-
up, asserting that such 
language crosses all 
limits of  political de-
cency and decorum. Ac-
cording to TDP leader-
s h i p ,  R a m b a b u ’ s 
remarks were not only 
disrespectful toward 
the Chief  Minister but 
also hurtful to the senti-
ments of  the public, 
contributing to an al-

ready tense political 
environment.

T h e  c o n t rove r s y 
erupted after Ambati 
Rambabu made inflam-
matory statements 
about Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu 
during a public event, 
criticising his leader-
ship and administra-
tion. The comments re-
portedly included sharp 
personal attacks rather 
than focus on govern-
ance or policy issues, 
which drew strong reac-
tions from political op-
ponents. TDP leaders 
argue that such rheto-
ric threatens social har-
mony and sets a danger-
ous  precedent  for 
political discourse in 
the state.

Parthasarathy, speak-
ing on behalf  of  his 
party, emphasised that 
elected representatives 
must maintain a basic 
level of  respect for each 
other, regardless of  po-

litical differences. He 
said that personal at-
tacks and abusive lan-
guage have no place in 
constructive debate and 
that leaders should pri-
oritise issues affecting 
citizens rather than en-
gaging in provocative 
exchanges.

 I n  re s p o n s e  t o 
Rambabu’s remarks, 
the TDP has lodged a 
formal complaint with 
the police, demanding 
appropriate action and 
urging law enforcement 
to uphold the rule of  
law. Party representa-
tives have called for a 
public apology from 
Ambati Rambabu, stat-
ing that failure to re-
tract his statements 
could lead to further le-
g a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
consequences.

The matter took a se-
rious tur n when a 
group of  TDP support-
ers reportedly gathered 
near Rambabu’s resi-

d e n c e ,  p r o t e s t i n g 
against his comments. 
Although law enforce-
ment intervened to pre-
vent any violence, the 
incident highlighted 
the depth of  anger 
among the ruling par-
ty’s supporters and the 
potential for political 
conflicts to spill into 
public demonstrations.

Analysts say the con-
frontation reflects a 
broader trend of  esca-
lating rhetoric between 
political parties in 
Andhra Pradesh, espe-
cially following the re-

cent legislative assem-
bly elections and shifts 
in power dynamics. The 
state has witnessed an 
increase in verbal 
clashes, complaints and 
counter-complaints as 
parties vie for influence 
and public support.

As the situation 
evolves, both political 
camps are drawing 
shar p battle lines. 
While the TDP presses 
for accountability and 
respect in political dia-
logue, the YSRCP de-
fends its leaders’ right 
to criticise government 
policies and actions. 
The controversy re-
mains a focal point in 
state politics, with ob-
servers watching close-
ly how both parties nav-
igate the escalating 
tensions and what im-
pact this will have on 
governance and public 
discourse in Andhra 
Pradesh.
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For mer Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter and YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) Presi-
dent YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy has issued a 
dramatic social me-
dia post describing 
recent political devel-
opments as a “wake 
up call” for the people 
of  India and Andhra 
Pradesh. In a strongly 
worded message, Jag-
an accused current 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
and his family of  en-
gaging in large scale 
land appropriation in 
Vi s a k h a p a t n a m , 
claiming the alleged 
transactions involve 
p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y 
worth nearly ₹5,000 
crore.

In his post, Jagan 
claimed that approxi-
mately 54.79 acres of  
prime government 
land near Rushikon-
da in Visakhapatnam 
is being misused and 
handed over to mem-
bers of  Chandrababu 
Naidu’s family. He al-
leged that the land 
was first reclaimed 
by the previous YS-
RC P  g ove r n m e n t 
from private posses-
sion and that it is now 
being gifted to politi-
cal allies and rela-
tives without regard 
for legality or public 

interest. According to 
Jagan, such actions 
amount to an abuse 
of  official power and 
represent a deeper 
pattern of  political 
corruption.

The former Chief  
Minister criticised 
what he described as 
the bulldozing of  
democratic processes 
to  achieve  these 
transfers, saying the 
state government was 
manipulating admin-
istrative procedures 
to benefit a narrow 
circle tied to the rul-
ing party. He also 
pointed to decisions 
made by local munici-
pal authorities as evi-
dence of  undue influ-
ence and pressure 
being exerted to com-
plete the transac-
tions, including the 
alleged removal of  
democratically elect-
ed party corporators 
who resisted the 
moves. Jagan’s post 
resonated with his 
supporters, who have 
long accused the cur-
rent government of  
favouring political 
elites and undermin-
ing transparency. The 
term “wake up call” 
in his message was 
intended to alert the 
public to what he 
called an emerging 
pattern of  state assets 
being diverted into 
private hands under 
the guise of  adminis-

trative reform and de-
velopment projects.

Political observers 
say Jagan’s interven-
t ion reflects  the 
broader rising ten-
sion between the YS-
RCP and the ruling 
coalition, with both 
sides shar pening 
their attacks ahead of  
upcoming electoral 
battles. Critics of  the 
ruling government 
say that such allega-
tions, if  substantiat-
ed, could have serious 
implications for pub-
lic confidence in gov-
ernance, while sup-
porters of  the Naidu 
administration dis-
miss the claims as po-
litically motivated 
and lacking in evi-
d e n c e.  T h e  c o n -
trovesy also high-
l i g h t s  o n g o i n g 
debates about land 
use, governance ac-
countability, and po-
l i t i c a l  e t h i c s  i n 
Andhra Pradesh, 
where land allocation 
and development de-
cisions remain a 
highly sensitive is-
sue. As the standoff  
continues, both par-
ties are expected to 
intensify their public 
narratives, with the 
YSRCP pushing for 
investigations and 
transparency, and the 
ruling coalition de-
fending its actions as 
legitimate and in the 
public interest.
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In a major legal 
move, Vijayalakshmi, 
wife of  senior politi-
cian Ambati Ramba-
bu, has approached 
the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court alleging 
that she and around 
60 of  her associates 
were illegally de-
tained by the police in 
Tadepalli recently. 
The petition, filed late 
Saturday, has brought 
renewed focus on law 
enforcement conduct 
and personal security 
concerns amid esca-
lating political ten-
sions in the state.

In her petition be-
fore the High Court, 
Vijayalakshmi stated 
that the police action 
amounted to an un-
lawful restriction of  
her personal liberty 
and that of  her com-
panions, without due 
legal process. She al-
leged that authorities 
failed to follow proper 
procedures and that 
their actions were in 
violation of  constitu-
tional rights. The pe-
tition also claimed 
that the group was 
held without any law-
ful justification, and 
that the detention 
lacked the safeguards 

required under the 
law.

Vijayalakshmi’s le-
gal plea highlighted 
concerns over public 
safety and protection, 
asserting that the po-
lice had also failed in 
their duty to provide 
adequate security for 
her and her family. 
She asked the High 
Court to review the 
circumstances of  the 
detention and deter-
mine whether legal 
protocols were re-
spected. She urged 
the court to issue ap-
propriate orders to 
protect her funda-
mental rights and en-
sure that no such inci-
dents occur in the 
future.

In addition to seek-
ing a declaration that 
the detention was un-
lawful, Vijayalakshmi 
requested the High 
Court to direct au-
thorities to arrange 
24 hour police protec-
tion for her and her 
family members, cit-
ing fear for their safe-
ty. She argued that the 
prevailing law and or-
der situation, particu-
larly in the context of  
political disputes, re-
quired additional 
safeguards for indi-
viduals involved in 
high profile cases. 

The petition has now 
been accepted for pre-
liminary review by 
the High Court regis-
try, and further direc-
tions from the bench 
are awaited. Legal ex-
perts say the case is 
likely to touch on 
larger issues of  per-
sonal liberty, police 
powers, and the bal-
ance between main-
taining public order 
and protecting indi-
vidual rights.

Political commen-
tators noted that Vi-
jayalakshmi’s move 
represents an escala-
tion in the ongoing 
political conflict in-
volving her husband, 
with legal battles in-
creasingly becoming 
part of  the public nar-
rat ive.  T he  High 
Court will now exam-
ine whether the po-
lice action that led to 
the alleged detention 
was in compliance 
with law, and whether 
the requested protec-
tive measures are 
justified.

Meanwhile, reac-
tions from both politi-
cal allies and oppo-
nents are expected in 
the coming days, as 
the issue continues to 
evolve and draw at-
tention within state 
political circles.


