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Jammalamadugu: In a 
major development 
that has sent shock-
waves through politi-

cal circles, the son of  Jam-
m a l a m a d u g u  M L A  A d i 
Narayana Reddy identified as 
Sudhir Reddy  was arrested by 
Hyderabad police for alleged 
drug consumption. The arrest 
took place after a joint opera-
tion by the Narsingi Police and 
the city’s special task unit, Ea-
gle Team, late on Friday night.

According to police sources, 
the joint team received credi-
ble information that a group of  
individuals was consuming 
banned narcotic substances at 
a private premises in Narsingi, 
a fast-growing suburb in the 

western part of  the city. Acting 
swiftly, the teams raided the lo-
cation and apprehended two 
individuals on the spot. 

Preliminary questioning 
and medical tests were con-
ducted, following which both 
suspects reportedly tested pos-
itive for drug use.Police offi-
cials confirmed that one of  the 
individuals detained was Su-
dhir Reddy, the son of  sitting 
Jammalamadugu MLA Adi 
Narayana Reddy. Both were 
taken into custody for further 
questioning. The officials stat-
ed that the arrests were made 
strictly as per due process and 
that no special privilege was 
given, despite the accused’s po-
litical connections.

Following medical examina-
tion and confirmation of  drug 

use, the authorities trans-
ferred Sudhir Reddy to a de-
addiction and rehabilitation 
centre for mandatory coun-
seling and treatment. The po-
lice also clarified that further 
investigation is underway to 
determine the source of  the 
drugs, the nature of  the sub-
stance consumed, and whether 
additional individuals were 
part of  the consumption circle. 
Police Commissioner (West 
Zone) stated that Hyderabad 
Police is committed to crack-
ing down on narcotics use and 
sales across the city, irrespec-
tive of  social or political status. 
He emphasized that strict ac-
tion will be taken against any-
one involved in the drug trade 
or consumption network.The 
incident has sparked wide-

spread reactions across politi-
cal and public domains. 

While opposition parties 
have demanded a thorough in-
vestigation and transparency 
in legal proceedings, support-
ers of  MLA Adi Narayana Red-
dy have expressed concern, 
urging the media to view the 
case sensitively and allow law 
enforcement agencies to com-
plete their inquiry.

As the probe continues, au-
thorities are expected to trace 
the suppliers and determine 
whether the accused had prior 
involvement in narcotic-relat-
ed activities. This case marks 
another instance of  Hy-
derabad’s ongoing effort to 
combat the rising menace of  
drug use among youth and 
high-profile circles.

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 3,Vizianagaram: 

The long-cher-
ished dream 
o f  N o r t h 
Andhra the 

Bhogapuram Green-
field International Air-
port is about to take 
flight, literally and fig-
uratively. The final tri-
al run of  the airport is 
scheduled for January 
4, marking a major 
milestone in Andhra 
Pradesh’s aviation and 
economic growth story.
Union Minister for Civ-
il Aviation K. Ram Mo-
han Naidu will arrive 
directly from Delhi on 
an Air India aircraft to 
participate in this land-
mark event, accompa-
nied by MP Kalishetty 
Appala Naidu and sen-
ior aviation officials. 

After the successful 
completion of  this tri-
al, the ministry plans 
to engage with domes-
tic and international 
airlines to begin regu-
lar operations by mid-
2026.A Game-Changer 
for North AndhraN-
amed after freedom 
fighter Alluri Sitarama 
Raju, the Bhogapuram 
International Airport 
is designed as a world-

class facility that will 
redefine the industrial 
and tourism landscape 
of  North Andhra. 

Initiated by former 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu in 
May 2023, the project 
has moved faster than 
expected under the su-
pervision of  Minister 
Ram Mohan Naidu and 
local officials, includ-
ing District Collector S. 
Ram Sundar Reddy. 
The airport will initial-
ly handle 6 million pas-
sengers annually, with 
future expansion plans 
to accommodate up to 
18 million passengers. 

With modern ameni-
ties such as paperless 
facial recognition en-
try, ten aerobridges, so-
lar power systems, and 
rainwater recycling, 
the airport targets 
LEED Gold certifica-
tion for sustainability. 
Infrastructure, 
Connectivity, and 
Industry Boost

Built at an estimated 
cost of  �4,592 crore, the 
airport features a 3.8 
km runway, capable of  
handling large aircraft 
such as the Airbus 
A380 and Boeing 747-8. 

The GMR Group is ex-
ecuting the project, 
while Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T) oversees civil 
works. The consortium 
will manage operations 
for 40 years. To ensure 
smooth access, the gov-
ernment is developing 
three major connectiv-
ity corridors linking 
the air por t  to  Vi-
sakhapatnam, Viziana-
garam, and Srikaku-
lam. These include a 
six-lane national high-
way from NH-16, a sce-
nic beach corridor con-
nectingVisakhapatnam 
to Bhogapuram via 
Bheemili, and flyovers 
designed for signal-free 
travel.The airport will 
serve as a major cargo 
hub for exports of  
pharma, marine, and 
textile products, and 
will host an aircraft 
maintenance and re-
pair center. Addition-
ally, an Aviation Educa-
tion City spread over 
136 acres will train 
thousands of  youth, 
creating skilled man-
power in maintenance, 
technical, and pilot 
training domains.
Economic and 
Tourism Impact

Once operational, 
Bhogapuram will spark 
a wave of  employment 
an estimated 5,000, 
10,000 direct jobs and 
another 20,000 indirect 
opportunities in tour-
ism, hospitality, and 
logistics. 

Improved air connec-
tivity is expected to at-
tract new IT companies 
and investments across 
the region.Tourism is 
set to receive a major 
boost  through en-
hanced access to near-
by attractions such as 
Araku Valley, Bheemili 
beaches, and Tati Pudi 
eco-park. Plans are un-
derway to create a five-
star hospitality zone 
and to beautify temple 
and coastal tourism 
circuits.

With direct connec-
tions planned to Dubai, 
Singapore, Malaysia, 
and major Indian met-
r o p o l i t a n  c i t i e s , 
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport stands 
poised to become the 
gateway to global op-
portunities for North 
Andhra an emblem of  
the region’s modern as-
pirations and Alluri Si-
tarama Raju’s endur-
ing legacy.

Bhogapuram International Airport Set for Trial Run: 
North Andhra on the Brink of Transformation

Jammalamadugu MLA’s Son Sudhir Reddy 
Arrested in Hyderabad for Drug Consumption

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 3

Amaravati : 
Chief  Min-
i s t e r  N . 
Chandraba-

bu Naidu announced 
that Andhra Pradesh 
has begun the new year 
on a strong note with a 
remarkable surge in in-
vestments across sec-
tors. Speaking about 
the positive momen-
tum, he said the results 
of  the “Speed of  Doing 
Business” initiatives 
clearly demonstrate 
the effectiveness of  the 
state’s policy reforms 
and governance model.
Naidu emphasized that 
the state’s proactive 
policies and continu-
ous reforms have in-
stilled renewed confi-
dence among domestic 
and  inter national 
investors. 

“ T h e  f a c t  t h a t 
Andhra Pradesh now 
stands first in the coun-
try in terms of  domes-
tic investments is great 
news for our people,” 
the Chief  Minister 
said. He credited this 
achievement to the vi-
sionary reforms imple-
mented with foresight 
and determination.

Highlighting transpar-
ency in governance, 
Naidu said the state 
has introduced an es-
crow-based system for 
the transparent distri-
bution of  incentives to 
industries. 

 This, he explained, 
ensures accountability 
and builds trust be-
tween the government 
and the investor com-
munity. He pointed out 
that Andhra Pradesh 
has rolled out clear and 
sector-specific indus-
trial policies to drive 
sustainable growth and 
attract investments 
across key areas such 
as manufacturing, IT, 
e n e r g y ,  a n d 
agriculture.

“The government’s 
efforts are directed to-
ward ensuring that in-
vestors receive effi-
c i e n t  a n d  t i m e l y 
services under the 
‘Speed of  Doing Busi-
ness’ framework. Our 
aim is to provide seam-
less governance sup-
port, enabling indus-
t r i e s  t o  f u n c t i o n 
smoothly and expand 
faster,” he remarked.

Expressing gratitude 
to investors for choos-
ing Andhra Pradesh as 
their preferred invest-

m e n t  d e s t i n at i o n , 
Naidu said their confi-
dence reflects  the 
state’s strong funda-
mentals and develop-
ment-oriented govern-
a n c e .  H e  a l s o 
appreciated the dedi-
cated efforts of  the gov-
ernment team, stating 
that their hard work 
and coordination have 
played a vital role in 
a c h i e v i n g  t h i s 
milestone.

“This success is not 
the culmination of  our 
journey but the founda-
tion for a stronger and 
more prosperous fu-
ture,” Naidu added. He 
reaffirmed that the 
state government will 
continue to focus on 
strengthening partner-
ships, attracting invest-
ments, and fostering 
sustainable growth 
through innovation 
a n d  p o l i cy - d r ive n 
action.

Reiterating his gov-
er nment’s commit-
ment to economic pro-
gress, Chandrababu 
Naidu said that Andhra 
Pradesh is poised to 
emerge as a national 
model for rapid, trans-
parent, and sustainable 
development in the 
years ahead.

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
Jagithyal: Andhra 

Pradesh Deputy Chief  
Minister and Jana 
Sena Party founder 
president Pawan Kaly-
an visited the sacred 
Kondagattu Anjaneya 
Swamy temple in Jag-
tial district, Telanga-
na, on Saturday. The 
visit was marked by de-
votion and symbolism, 
as the actor-turned-pol-
itician participated in 
special rituals and lat-
er laid the foundation 
stone for the construc-
tion of  a pilgrim ac-
commodation complex 
and a deeksha (vow) 
relaxation hall.

The new facilities 
comprising a 96-room 
dharmashala and a 
deeksha relaxation 
mandapam will be con-
structed at a cost of  
�35.19 crore with the 
funding support of  the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD). 
The project aims to en-
hance accommodation 
and convenience for 
devotees who flock to 
the Kondagattu shrine 

throughout the year, 
particularly during 
auspicious occasions 
and religious obser-
vances.Speaking after 
the ceremony, Pawan 
Kalyan expressed deep 
gratitude for what he 
described as a divine 
blessing that allowed 
him to kick-start devel-
opment activities. 

“Any new develop-
ment initiative must 
b e g i n  w i t h  G o d ’s 
grace,” he said. Recall-
ing the tragic 2014 mis-
hap when his convoy 
met with a severe elec-
trical accident during a 
visit to the same tem-
ple, the Deputy Chief  
Minister called Konda-
gattu a place of  rebirth 
for him. “Kondagattu 
Anjaneya Swamy gave 
me a new life. Even to-
day, it amazes me how I 
survived that accident. 
It was entirely Swa-
my’s protection,” he re-
marked.Pawan Kalyan 
further noted that 
many devotees had pre-
viously requested the 
construction of  proper 
rest facilities for pil-
grims concluding their 

deeksha. 
“ T T D  m e m b e r s , 

along with Telangana 
leaders, worked togeth-
er to make this dream a 
reality,” he added, com-
mending the collabora-
tive spirit behind the 
initiative.TTD Chair-
man B.R. Naidu, Telan-
gana Minister Adluri 
Laxman Kumar, and 
several local dignitar-
ies were present at the 
foundation-laying cer-
emony. The officials 
highlighted that the 
new dharmashala will 
serve as a key step in 
improving temple in-
frastructure and pro-
viding comfort to thou-
sands  o f  vis i t ing 
devotees.

Kondagattu, known 
for its historic and 
spiritual significance, 
attracts devotees from 
both Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh. With 
this new development 
project, the temple is 
set to become a more 
accessible and well-
equipped destination 
for pilgrims seeking 
the blessings of  Lord 
Anjaneya Swamy.

Andhra Pradesh Off to a 
Strong Start in New Year 

with Surge in Investments: 
CM Chandrababu Naidu

Pawan Kalyan Performs Special Puja at 
Kondagattu Anjaneya Swamy Temple, Lays 

Foundation for Major Pilgrim Facilities
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Amaravathi: The De-

partment of  Agricul-
ture, Government of  
Andhra Pradesh, is plan-
ning to open additional 
procurement centres for 
R a b i  B e n g a l  g r a m 
( c h i c k p e a )  u n d e r 
MARKFED to ensure 
better price realization 
for farmers. This was an-
nounced by Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, IAS, Di-
rector of  Agriculture 
and Vice Chairman & 
Managing Director of  
AP MARKFED, during 
h i s  f i e l d  v i s i t  t o 
Prakasam district on 
Saturday.

    Dr. Samoon conduct-
ed field inspections in 
Gundlapalli village of  
Maddipadu mandal, 
Kothakota of  Nagulup-
palapadu mandal, and 
Uppugunduru village. 
He interacted extensive-
ly with local farmers 
and agricultural staff  to 
assess crop conditions 
and understand issues 
concerning cultivation, 
procurement and input 
supply.

During the interac-
tion, farmers expressed 
concern that nearly one 
lakh quintals of  Bengal 
gram from the previous 
Rabi season are still ly-
ing in cold storages due 
to insufficient procure-
ment support.  They 
urged the government to 
open more procurement 
centres across Prakasam 

district and ensure a 
minimum remunerative 
price of  ₹7,000  per 
quintal. 

Their representation 
was  led  by  f ar mer 
Konuri Venkata Ramai-
ah, who highlighted the 
financial distress caused 
by unsold produce.Re-
sponding to their ap-
peal, Dr. Samoon said 
that Bengal gram has 
been cultivated in about 
6.85 lakh acres statewide 
during the current Rabi 
season, including 51,687 
acres in Prakasam dis-
trict alone. He con-
f i r m e d  t h a t  A P 
MARKFED is submit-
ting proposals to the 
government to establish 

additional procurement 
centres wherever re-
quired to facilitate has-
sle-free marketing of  
farmers’ produce. 

They further appealed 
for the supply of  drones, 
oil engines and farm im-
plements to individual 
farmers under subsidy 
to promote mechaniza-
tion and improve farm 
efficiency.On the issue 
of  fertilizer, farmers in-
formed the Director that 
there is no shortage of  
urea as of  now but 
sought assurance for 
timely supply for the on-
going Rabi paddy crop in 
January. 

Dr. Samoon assured 
them that sufficient 

quantities of  urea would 
be provided as per the 
district’s agricultural re-
quirements, ensuring 
uninterrupted fertiliza-
tion support for farmers. 
During his visit, Dr. Sa-
moon also inspected pad-
dy, chilli and Virginia 
tobacco fields to review 
crop growth and pest 
management practices. 

He emphasized the 
government’s commit-
ment to  addressing 
f a r m e r s ’  c o n c e r n s 
promptly through effec-
tive field-level coordina-
tion and responsive pro-
curement mechanisms.
The inspection pro-
gramme was attended 
by District Agriculture 

Officer Srinivasa Rao, 
Assistant  Director of  
A g r i c u l t u r e  ( O n -
g o l e )  R a m e s h  B abu , 
Maddipadu Ag ricul -
t u r e  O f f i c e r  S w a r -
nalatha,  Naguluppa-
l a p a d u  A g r i c u l t u r e 
O f f i c e r  V e n k a -
t a  R a o,  a n d  D i s t r i c t 
O f f i c e  A g r i c u l t u r e 
O f f i c e r  R a d h a r a n i . 

Senior officials from 
AP MARKFED and local 
agriculture staff  also ac-
companied the Director 
during the visit.The De-
partment of  Agricul-
ture’s media section stat-
ed that photographs 
documenting the field 
visit have been enclosed 
with the official report.

Agricultural Department Proposes More Procurement Centres for 
Rabi Bengal Gram in Prakasam: Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
G u n t u r,  A n d h r a 

Pradesh: The Third 
World Telugu Confer-
ence commenced in 
Guntur with great fan-
fare, marked by a thou-
sand-voice rendition of  
Annamayya Keerthanas 
that filled the air with 
devotional fervor. The 
event was formally inau-
gurated by Supreme 
Court Judge Justice Pa-
midigantam Sri Nar-
asimha, along with re-
nowned spiritual leader 
Vishwajogi Vishwanji, 
Andhra Pradesh Assem-
bly Speaker Chintakaya-
la Ayyannapatrudu, and 
Guntur Mayor Kovela-
mudi Ravindra.

  The conference aims 
to celebrate the linguis-
tic, cultural, and liter-
ary richness of  the Telu-
g u  l a n g u a g e,  o f t e n 
hailed as one of  India’s 
most ancient and beauti-
ful classical tongues. At 
the venue’s specially set 
up “Ramoji Rao Handi-
crafts Court,” visitors 
are being treated to a vi-
brant display of  Telugu 

heritage from ancient 
literature and historical 
coins to traditional deli-
cacies that reflect the re-
gion’s centuries-old culi-
nary traditions.As part 
of  the day’s proceedings, 
arrangements have been 
made for the prestigious 
“Andhra Sripurnakumb-
ha Awards Ceremony” 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e 
evening. 

Odisha Governor Dr. 
Kambhampati Haribabu 

is expected to grace the 
function as the chief  
guest. Dignitaries in-
cluding Andhra Pradesh 
High Court Judge Jus-
t ice  C.H.  Manaven-
dranath, MLA and legis-
lative council member 
Buddha Prasad, Mem-
ber of  Parliament Dag-
gubati Purandeswari, 
and Vishwahindi Pari-
shad Chairman Yarla-
gadda Lakshmi Prasad 
are also attending the 

event.
Speaking at the inau-

gural session, Andhra 
Saraswatha Parishat 
President Gazal Srini-
vas, who presided over 
the conference, empha-
sized the deep emotional 
bond Telugu people 
share with their mother 
tongue. 

“Telugu may be an of-
ficial language for the 
government, but for us, 
it is the language of  the 

heart,” he declared to re-
sounding applause. He 
highlighted that the 
Andhra Saraswatha Par-
ishat was proud to host 
the World Telugu Con-
ference for the third 
time, continuing its mis-
sion to preserve and pro-
mote Telugu’s literary 
heritage.

Srinivas further un-
derscored that Telugu, 
with its over 2,000-year-
old literary tradition, 
continues to inspire 
generations. He paid 
tribute to the revered 
“Trinity of  Telugu Po-
ets” — Nannayya, Tik-
kana, and Errana for 
shaping the language’s 
classical legacy, and 
lauded icons like N.T. 
Rama Rao and Ramoji 
Rao for bringing Telugu 
global recognition.

The ongoing three-day 
conference is expected 
to draw scholars, artists, 
and Telugu enthusiasts 
from around the world, 
reaffirming the univer-
sal appeal and timeless 
grandeur of  the Telugu 
language and culture.

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
The Abhyudaya Cycle 

Yatra concluded on Sat-
urday in Ichchapuram, 
Srikakulam district, 
marking the end of  a 
1,300-kilometer journey 
from Payakaraopeta. 
Andhra Pradesh Home 
Minister Vangalapudi 
Anitha and Union Minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu at-
tended the valedictory 
event, where Minister 
Anitha del ivered a 
strong message on the 
g rowing menace of  
drugs and youth involve-
ment in substance abuse.

  Addressing the gath-
ering, Home Minister 
Anitha war ned that 
strict legal action would 
be taken against those 
caught engaging in the 
drug trade or substance 
abuse. She urged the 
state’s youth not to ruin 
their future for momen-
tary pleasures, empha-
sizing that awareness 
and personal discipline 
are the keys to a drug-
free life. “Children must 

learn to say no to drugs. 
Once we begin that 
change, society will see 
a visible transforma-
tion,” she asserted.
Speaking about the 
state’s efforts, the minis-
ter said the Andhra 
Pradesh gover nment 
has shown zero toler-
ance toward narcotics. 

Under the leadership 
of  the NDA government, 

significant measures 
have been taken to eradi-
cate drug trafficking and 
cultivation across the 
state. She recalled that 
Minister Nara Lokesh 
had issued crucial direc-
tives for drug elimina-
tion soon after the NDA 
came to power, leading to 
the formation of  a dedi-
cated anti-drug wing 
called “Eagle.” The de-

partment has been con-
ducting rigorous raids 
and awareness drives 
across Andhra Pradesh, 
she added.Minister Ani-
tha expressed her appre-
ciation for the police de-
partment’s relentless 
work in dismantling 
ganja cultivation and 
trafficking. “We started 
from zero and have 
achieved remarkable 

progress in the fight 
against narcotics. 

However, this is not 
just a law enforcement 
issue — it requires social 
responsibility,” she not-
ed. She also appealed to 
parents, teachers, and 
community leaders to 
actively guide children 
and encourage healthy 
lifestyle choices. During 
the event, she also men-
tioned the recent criti-
cisms faced by Union 
Minister Ram Mohan 
Naidu over handling the 
Indigo Airlines crisis. 
She lauded his swift ef-
forts in resolving the 
situation within a week, 
stating that she person-
ally witnessed his deter-
mination and hard 
work.

C o n c l u d i n g  h e r 
speech, Minister Anitha 
said the future of  the 
youth lies in their own 
hands, urging them to 
make wise choices and 
contribute to building a 
pro g ressive Andhra 
Pradesh.

Abhyudaya Cycle Yatra Ends in Ichchapuram: AP Home Minister 
Vangalapudi Anitha Warns of Strict Punishment for Drug Offenders

TPN Bureau | Jan 
3

Guntur: The Third 
World Telugu Con-
ference (Prapancha 
Telugu Mahasabha-
lu) is being celebrat-
ed with great pomp 
and cultural fervor 
in Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh. The event 
has brought together 
eminent scholars, 
writers, artists, and 
cultural enthusiasts 
to deliberate on the 
preservation and 
promotion of  the 
Telugu language and 
its glorious literary 
heritage.

A d d re s s i ng  the 
gathering, Andhra 
Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly Speaker 
Tammineni Sitaram 
Ay y a n n a p a t r u d u 
emphasized that Tel-
ugu is not merely a 
language but the 
very essence of  the 
Telugu people’s way 
of  life. He expressed 
concern that modern 
lifestyles and tech-
nology are gradually 
d i s t a n c i n g  t h e 
younger generation 
from their mother 
tongue and tradi-
tional values. “To-
day, many mothers 
no longer sing lulla-
bies for their chil-
dren. Instead, they 
h a n d  o v e r  c e l l 

phones while feeding 
them,” Ayyannapa-
trudu remarked.   

He urged parents 
to make a conscious 
effort to teach their 
children about the 
beauty, pride, and 
cultural richness of  
Telugu. “Even in vil-
lages, the use of  Tel-
ugu is slowly fading. 
We must restore the 
grandeur of  festivals 
like Sankranti and 
Ugadi, which once 
symbolized our deep 
cultural roots,” he 
said.

Highlighting the 
immense contribu-
tion of  legendary ac-
tor and former Chief  
Minister Nandamuri 
Taraka Rama Rao 
(NTR), the Speaker 
said NTR played a 
major role in taking 
Telugu pride to na-
tional and interna-
t ional  platfor ms. 
“Through his films, 
NTR showcased the 
glory of  Telugu cul-
ture and proved that 
artistic excellence 
could coexist with 
cultural authenticity. 
He once amazed audi-
ences by portraying 
three different roles 
in a single movie,” 
Ayyannapatrudu re-
called, contrasting 
that era of  creativity 
with today’s overreli-
ance on graphics and 

visual effects.While 
acknowledging the 
importance of  learn-
ing English in a glo-
balized world,  he 
cautioned against 
n e g l e c t i n g  o n e ’s 
mother tongue. 

“English is neces-
sary, but we must 
never  forg et  our 
identity that lies in 
t h e  Te l u g u  l a n -
guage,” he stated. 
Ay y a n n a p a t r u d u 
called upon dele-
gates to use the ongo-
ing conference as a 
forum to develop ac-
tionable plans for 
promoting Telugu 
across all education-
al and cultural plat-
forms. “If  this con-
ference comes up 
with concrete sug-
gestions and initia-
tives to strengthen 
Telugu, I assure you 
that I will move a 
resolution in the As-
sembly to support 
them,” he declared.

T he conference 
continues to attract 
enthusiastic partici-
pation, celebrating 
the ar tistic  bri l -
liance of  Telugu lit-
erature, music, and 
cinema, reinforcing 
the shared belief  
that Telugu is not 
just a means of  com-
munication but the 
h e a r t b e a t  o f  i t s 
people.

The third world Telugu conference held

Bhogapuram International Air-
port Set for Trial Run: A New Dawn 

for North Andhra

Third World Telugu Conference Begins in Guntur with Grandeur

TPN Bureau | Jan 
3

Visakhapatnam: 
T he long-awaited 
d r e a m  o f  N o r t h 
Andhra people is fi-
nally taking shape, as 
Union Minister for 
Civil Aviation Kinja-
rapu Ram Mohan 
Naidu is set to launch 
the  tr ia l  r un of  
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport on Jan-
uary 4. The ambitious 
project, being devel-
oped with an invest-
ment of ₹4,592 crore, is 
poised to become a 
game-changer for the 
region transforming 
its economy, infra-
structure, and connec-
tivity on a global 
scale.  

The Bhogapuram 
Inter national Air-
port, located strategi-
cally between Vi-
sakhapatnam and 
Srikakulam, is expect-
ed to begin full-scale 
operations by June 
2026. The airport, be-
ing developed over a 
vast area, will cater to 
the growing air traffic 
demands of  Andhra 
Pradesh’s northern 

districts, which have 
long awaited a major 
aviation hub of  their 
own.In the first phase, 
the airport will han-
dle 60 lakh passengers 
annually, with future 
expansion plans to ac-
commodate up to 1.8 
crore passengers per 
year. 

It boasts a 3.8-kilo-
metre-long runway, 
capable of  handling 
large wide-body air-
craft such as the Air-
bus A380 and Boeing 
747-8, supporting 24/7 
flight operations and 
enabling direct inter-
national connectivi-
ty.Officials highlight 
that  Bho g apuram 
Airport will not only 
boost tourism and 
business travel but 
also serve as a vital 
link for IT, pharma-
ceutical, marine, and 
t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s 
through its upcoming 
cargo hub. 

With its modern in-
frastructure, the air-
port is slated to be-
come a key export 
gateway to East Asia, 
the Middle East, and 
Europe.The develop-
ment is also expected 

to create thousands of  
direct and indirect 
employment opportu-
nities, providing a 
major stimulus to in-
dustrial, real estate, 
and services sector 
g rowth in  Nor th 
Andhra. 

The government en-
visions Bhogapuram 
as a catalyst for at-
tracting investments 
in IT parks, logistics 
clusters, and special 
e c o n o m i c  z o n e s 
around the airport re-
gion. Terming it a 
“new dawn for North 
Andhra,” local lead-
ers and residents have 
expressed optimism 
that the airport will 
bridge decades of  in-
frastructural gaps, 
ushering in rapid de-
velopment compara-
ble to major cities. 

Wi t h  t h e  t r i a l 
run marking a cru-
c i a l  m i l e s t o n e , 
Bhogapuram Inter-
national Airport is 
set to redefine con-
nectivity and com-
merce in north coast-
al Andhra Pradesh 
— putting the region 
firmly on the national 
and global map.
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Amaravati: Andhra 
Pradesh has emerged as 
the top state in India in 
attracting investments, 
according to a recent re-
port by the Bank of  Baro-
da and the Centre for 
Monitoring Indian Econ-
omy (CMIE). State Home 
Minister Vangalapudi 
Anitha announced that 
this achievement stands 
as a testimony to Chief  
Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu’s vision 
and Minister Nara Loke-
sh’s commitment to driv-
ing industrial growth 
and investor confidence 
in the state.  

Citing the CMIE–Bank 
of  Baroda report, Anitha 
s a i d  t h a t  A n d h r a 
Pradesh accounted for 
25.3 percent of  the total 
investments in India be-
tween April and Decem-
ber 2025, placing it firm-
ly at the top of  the list of  
investment destinations. 
She expressed pride over 
this milestone, describ-
ing it as “a moment of  
great satisfaction for eve-
ry Andhraite who be-
lieves in the state’s 
potential.”

Industrial growth and 
r e n e w e d  i n v e s t o r 
confidence

Elaborating on the fig-

ures, the Home Minister 
said the surge in invest-
ments clearly reflects 
Andhra Pradesh’s rapid 
industrial growth over 
the past several months. 
“The state’s economic 
performance in recent 
quarters is a direct re-
flection of  our strong 
policy direction and a 
governance model that 
prioritizes efficiency, 
transparency, and inves-
tor trust,” she stated.

Anitha contrasted the 
present situation with 
that of  the previous ad-
ministration, accusing 
the YSR Congress Party 
government under Y. S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy of  
having “driven the 

state’s industrial sector 
to near collapse through 
harassment and vindic-
tive politics.” She re-
marked that many indus-
trial projects had stalled 
or withdrawn from the 
state between 2019 and 
2024 due to alleged bu-
reaucratic bottlenecks 
and lack of  investor 
support.“After the coali-
tion gover nment as-
sumed power, Andhra 
Pradesh once again be-
came the preferred desti-
nation for national and 
international investors,” 
she said confidently.

Reforms fueling eco-
nomic transformation-
Highlighting the govern-
ment’s reform agenda, 

Anitha credited Chief  
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu’s proactive leader-
ship and Lokesh’s tech-
nological drive with cre-
ating a strong foundation 
for investor confidence. 
She pointed to the ‘Speed 
of  Doing Business’ and 
‘Single Window System’ 
initiatives as game-
changing reforms that 
streamlined clearances, 
reduced red tape, and 
made Andhra Pradesh 
one of  the most business-
friendly states in India.

“These measures, com-
bined with a transparent 
and accountable admin-
istration, revived inves-
tor trust and unlocked 
massive economic oppor-

tunities,” the minister 
noted.According to her, 
within just 18 months of  
coming to power, the coa-
lition government at-
tracted ₹25 lakh crore 
worth of  investments 
and facilitated the crea-
tion of  26 lakh employ-
ment  oppor tunit ies 
across various sectors, 
including manufactur-
ing, IT, renewable ener-
gy, and infrastructure.

Looking aheadThe 
Home Minister reaf-
firmed the state govern-
ment’s commitment to 
sustaining momentum 
through continued poli-
cy stability,  skil led 
workforce development, 
and cutting-edge infra-
structure. “Chief  Minis-
ter Naidu’s futuristic vi-
sion aims not only to 
rebuild Andhra Pradesh 
as an investment power-
house but also as a hub 
of  innovation and inclu-
s iv e  g r o w t h , ”  s h e 
emphasized.

Concluding her re-
marks, Anitha said the 
government will contin-
ue to build partnerships 
with global industries 
and ensure that every 
district benefits from the 
new wave of  industriali-
zation. “Andhra Pradesh 
is not just competing—it 
is leading India’s growth 
story,” she said.

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
Hyderabad: In a signif-

icant breakthrough for 
Telangana Police, top 
Maoist leader Burse Suk-
ka, also known by his ali-
ases Deva and Rajireddy, 
along with his wife and 
20  members of  the 
banned organization, 
surrendered before Tel-
angana Director General 
of  Police (DGP) Ravi 
Gupta Shivadhar Reddy. 

  
The dramatic surren-

der, which took place on 
Friday, was formally an-
nounced by the DGP at a 
press conference in Hy-
derabad on Saturday.Ac-
cording to the police, 
Deva was serving as the 
chief  of  the Maoist 
Guerrilla Army, a key 
wing of  the outlawed CPI 
(Maoist) organization. 
His surrender marks a 
major blow to the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Guerril-
la Army (PLGA), consid-
ered the core armed unit 
of  the Maoists operating 
across Telangana, Chhat-
tisgarh, and Odisha.

Police recovered a 
large cache of  weapons 
and Rs. 20 lakh in cash 
from the surrendered 
cadres. The seized arse-
nal includes eight AK-47 
rifles, eight SLRs, four 
barrel grenade launch-
ers, and sophisticated 
arms capable of  bring-
ing down helicopters. 
Among the weapons 
w e r e  f o r e i g n - m a d e 
models like a U.S.-man-
ufactured Colt firearm 
and a tower weapon 
from Israel.DGP Shi-
vadhar Reddy said that 
Deva hails from Hidma’s 
native village Hidma be-
ing another notorious 
Maoist commander with 
strong roots among the 
ultra-left cadres. 

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) had 
announced a reward of  
Rs. 75 lakh for informa-
tion leading to Deva’s 
capture.Those who sur-
rendered include senior 
Maoist leaders such as 
Avolam Soma, Bheme, 
Sushila, Vemula Raju, 
N a n d ay ya ,  M a n k u , 

Anda, and Telangana 
State Committee mem-
ber Adluri Eswari. 

With this mass surren-
der, the strength of  the 
PLGA battalion—once 
estimated at 400 mem-
bers has reportedly 
dropped to just 66 active 
cadres.“This surrender 
is a major setback to the 
Maoist movement in Tel-
angana. The PLGA struc-
ture has almost col-
lapsed,” DGP Reddy told 
reporters. He added that 
after the surrender of  
Rajireddy from Kishtam-
pet village in Peddapalli 
district, only one Telan-
gana-origin member re-
mains in the State Com-
mittee of  the Maoist 
outfit.

Reddy credited Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy’s appeal and the gov-
ernment’s comprehen-
sive rehabilitation policy 
for encouraging Maoists 
to return to the main-
stream. Under the policy, 
surrendered Maoists are 
eligible for significant fi-
nancial aid  Rs. 5 lakh for 

division members, Rs. 4 
lakh for area committee 
members, and Rs. 1 lakh 
for lower-rank cadres. 

T he  total  reward 
amount for this group of  
surrendered Maoists 
stands at Rs. 1.8 crore, 
and each will receive im-
mediate assistance of  Rs. 
1 lakh.The DGP revealed 
that 576 Maoists have 
surrendered in Telanga-
na so far, with the latest 
development significant-
ly weakening the insur-
gent network. 

According to intelli-
gence reports, only 17 ac-
tive members of  Telan-

gana origin are currently 
left within the Maoist 
fold.“We urge the re-
maining Maoists to re-
spond positively to the 
government’s call for 
peace and rehabilitation. 
The state is committed to 
ensuring their safety and 
reintegration into socie-
ty,” DGP Shivadhar Red-
dy said.

The latest surrender 
marks another major 
milestone in Telangana’s 
ongoing efforts to dis-
mantle left-wing extrem-
ism through negotiation, 
welfare, and strategic 
policing.
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Srikakulam: Union 
Minister  Kinjarapu 
R a m  M o h a n  N a i d u 
launched a blistering at-
tack on former Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
and YSRCP chief  Y. S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, ac-
cusing him of  turning 
the state into the “capi-
tal of  drugs” during his 
regime. Speaking at the 
concluding meeting of  
the Abhyudaya Cycle 
Yat r a  h e l d  i n  I ch -
chapuram, Srikakulam 
district, the minister al-
leged that the Jagan ad-
ministration had made 
the lives of  tribal youth 
m i s e r a b l e,  t u r n i n g 
many into victims of  
the drug menace.

  Ram Mohan Naidu 
stated that during the 
previous YSRCP rule, 
most of  the drug rackets 
uncovered across India 
traced their origins 
back to Andhra Pradesh. 
“Wherever drugs were 
found in the country, 
their links led back to 
Andhra Pradesh. We are 

determined to change 
that image and wage a 
strong battle against 
t h i s  e p i d e m i c, ”  h e 
asserted.

Praising the Chan-
drababu Naidu led TDP 
government for initiat-
ing a tough campaign 
against drug traffick-
ing, the Union Minister 
said, “Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu is 
deter mined to make 
Andhra Pradesh num-
ber one in the world in 
all sectors. For that, he 
has stamped an iron foot 
on the drug menace.” 

He lauded the relent-
less efforts of  the state 

police, saying their com-
mitment and perfor-
mance in curbing nar-
cotics were “beyond 
description.”Criticizing 
the previous YSRCP re-
gime, Ram Mohan ac-
cused it of  using the po-
l i c e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l 
vendettas. “Earlier, po-
lice were forced to serve 
political interests. But 
now, under our govern-
ment, police not only 
know how to punish 
wrongdoers but also 
how to train and guide 
society,” he said.

Drawing parallels 
with Punjab, he cau-
tioned that  Andhra 

Pradesh must not go 
down the same path. 
“Once famous for agri-
culture, Punjab has now 
become a victim of  
widespread drug use. 
We have taken a solemn 
vow — Andhra Pradesh 
will not turn into anoth-
er Punjab,” he stressed.

Ram Mohan recalled 
incidents from TDP na-
tional general secretary 
Nara Lokesh’s Yuva-
galam Padayatra, say-
ing they witnessed the 
pain of  mothers across 
the state. “Those moth-
ers told Lokesh they did 
not need money or wel-
fare — they only wanted 
their children free from 
drugs,” he noted.

Appealing to the pub-
lic, he urged families to 
treat the anti-drug fight 
as a collective mission. 
“Don’t just keep your 
own home safe. If  you 
find anyone consuming 
or selling drugs nearby, 
inform the police imme-
diately,” he said. He em-
phasized that drug use 
spreads by imitation 
and that the youth must 
understand that “smok-

ing or using drugs is not 
style — honesty and 
moral living are the real 
style.” 

He suggested that the 
new slogan among stu-
dents should be, ‘Say 
No to Drugs, Bro’.Con-
cluding his address, 
Ram Mohan Naidu said 
that Srikakulam should 
no longer be known 
only as a laborers’ re-
gion but as a hub of  
development. 

He revealed that both 
the state and central 
governments are pri-
oritizing special pro-
jects for the district. 
“Using drone technol-
ogy, we have identified 
a r e a s  w h e r e  d r u g 
crops were grown and 
re placed them with 
p r o f i t a b l e ,  l e g a l 
crops,” he explained. 

He appreciated the ef-
forts of  the police and 
organizers for success-
fully hosting the Abhyu-
daya Cycle Yatra finale 
in Ichchapuram, calling 
it “a symbol of  collec-
tive progress and deter-
m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t 
narcotics.”

Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Slams Jagan Over Drugs Issue, Lauds 
AP Police for Crackdown

TPN Bureau | 
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V i j a y a w a d a : 
Andhra Pradesh BJP 
President PVN Mad-
hav on Saturday 
called for an addi-
tional incentive of  
₹4,000 for farmers 
practicing natural 
farming, emphasiz-
ing that sustainable 
agriculture is the 
path to economic self-
reliance. He made 
these remarks at the 
Sahaja Rythu Sam-
melanam (Natural 
Far mers’  Confer-
ence) organized by 
the BJP Kisan Mor-
cha in Vijayawada.

  Addressing the 
gathering, Madhav 
said the conference 
was aimed at under-
standing the chal-
lenges, innovations, 
and best practices 
adopted by farmers 
who have successful-
ly implemented natu-
ral and organic farm-
ing techniques. On 
this occasion, he fe-
l i c i t at e d  s eve r a l 
far mers who had 
achieved high yields 
through eco-friendly 
far ming methods.
Madhav highlighted 
that both the Central 
and State gover n-

ments are eager to 
support natural and 
organic agriculture. 

He noted that sev-
eral national-level 
schemes are being 
implemented to pro-
mote natural farm-
ing, organic practic-
es, and the efficient 
use of  resources. 
“The government is 
committed to provid-
ing crop insurance 
and input subsidies 
to benefit farmers,” 
he said, assuring con-
tinued support for 
the agriculture sec-
tor.Emphasizing self-
sufficiency, Madhav 
pointed out that over 
30 percent of  farmers 
across the country 
are expected to adopt 
n a t u r a l  f a r m i n g 
methods in the com-
ing years. 

“If  we want eco-
nomic independence, 
natural farming is 
the right approach,” 
he declared. He urged 
an end to dependence 
on imported fertiliz-
ers like urea and 
chemical pesticides, 
stressing the need for 
India to move toward 
indigenous, low-cost 
organic solutions.

The BJP leader 
also recommended 
extending low-inter-

est loans to farmers 
practicing natural 
agriculture and set-
ting up special stalls 
in local markets to 
sell naturally grown 
produce. He proposed 
organizing dedicated 
Rythu Bazaars and 
weekly markets for 
organic products to 
ensure direct farmer-
t o - c o n s u m e r 
connections.

Furthermore, Mad-
hav requested that 
Rythu Bharosa Kend-
ras be used to distrib-
ute natural seeds and 
farming inputs, en-
suring that support 
reaches grassroots-
level cultivators. He 
urged farmers to stay 
informed about gov-
er nment schemes 
and take full advan-
tage of  them.

Concluding his 
speech, PVN Madhav 
stated that the resolu-
tions passed during 
the conference would 
be submitted to both 
the Central and State 
governments soon. 
He appealed to all po-
litical parties to set 
aside partisanship 
and work collectively 
to promote and ex-
pand natural and or-
ganic farming across 
Andhra Pradesh.

BJP’s PVN Madhav Urges 
₹4,000 Additional Incentive 

for Natural Farmers

Pass books distributed in collector’s 
office

Telangana Maoist Top Leader Deva, Wife, and 20 Members 
Surrender with Arms and Cash
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Vinukonda: Collec-
tor Krutika Shukla 
Launches Revenue 
Clinic at Vinukonda 
to Resolve Land Is-
suesIn a bid to resolve 
long-pending land dis-
putes across Palnadu 
district, District Col-
lector Krutika Shukla 
inaugurated a Reve-
nue Clinic at the Col-
lector’s office on Sat-
urday. The initiative 
aims to provide a di-
rect grievance redres-
sal platform for farm-
ers and landholders 
facing document or 
ownership-related 
disputes.

Speaking at the 
event held in Neela-
gangavaram village 
of  Vinukonda man-
dal, the Collector dis-
tributed Pattadar 
Passbooks to farmers 
and underlined the 
government’s com-
mitment to address-
ing land issues swiftly. 
She noted that Pal-
nadu district has been 
witnessing a large 
number of  land-relat-
ed complaints, espe-
cially in Vinukonda 
constituency, where 
assigned and govern-
ment lands are found 

in abundance, often 
leading to disputes.
Collector Shukla said 
that the re-survey ini-
tiative undertaken in 
recent years has sig-
nificantly helped in 
resolving many own-
ership ambiguities. 

  “The first re-sur-
vey was conducted 
back in 1906. With the 
latest technology-
driven re-survey, we 
were able to identify 
and correct several 
discrepancies in land 
records,” she stated.
Explaining the pur-
pose of  the Revenue 
Clinic, Shukla said 
that complaints re-
ceived at the clinic 
will be verified thor-
oughly  by  cross -
checking the official 
revenue records and 
documents provided 
by the applicants. 

If  the issue falls 
outside the adminis-
trative jurisdiction, 
the grievance will be 
referred to court, and 
the government will 
appoint a free legal ad-
vocate to assist the 
complainant.High-
lighting new reforms 
in the grievance pro-
cess, the Collector 
said that when filing a 
complaint at the Vil-
lage Secretariat, ap-

plicants must provide 
the Digital Assistant’s 
number,  ensuring 
greater accountabili-
ty and transparency. 

She also promised 
to resolve land issues 
related to “Form 22-A” 
within three months, 
while granting Tahsil-
dars more authority 
to settle minor land 
disputes locally.Ad-
dressing the gather-
ing, State Whip and 
Vinukonda MLA G.V. 
Anjaneyulu said the 
newly issued Pattadar 
Passbooks carry the 
official Rajamudra 
(state emblem) in-
stead of  the Chief  
Minister ’s  photo, 
marking the begin-
ning of  transparent 
administration. 

H e  s a i d  t h e s e 
p a s s b o o k s  wo u l d 
serve as a “strong 
shield” for farmers 
by  ensuring land 
ownership security. 
The event was also 
attended by DCCB 
Chairman Makkena 
Mallikarjuna Rao, 
Tahsi ldar  Suresh 
N a i k ,  J a n a s e n a 
leaders Nagasreenu 
R o y a l  a n d  N i s -
h a n k a r a  S r i n i -
vasarao, and several 
reve nu e  o f f i c i a l s 
and local leaders.

Andhra Pradesh Tops the Nation in Attracting Investments: Home 
Minister Vangalapudi Anitha Credits Chandrababu Naidu’s Vision
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Krishna District: Pas-
sengers aboard a Singa-
pore–Vijayawada Indi-
Go  Airl ines  f l ight 
experienced anxious 
moments on Saturday 
when their aircraft hov-
ered in the skies for 
nearly half  an hour be-
fore landing safely at 
Gannavaram airport. 
The incident occurred 
as thick fog blanketed 
the region, significantly 
reducing visibility and 
d i s r u p t i n g  f l i g h t 
operations.

According to airport 
authorities, the IndiGo 
flight arriving from Sin-
gapore approached the 
Gannavaram runway 
around morning hours 
but could not land on 
schedule due to poor vis-
ibility. The pilot was in-
structed to circle in des-

ignated airspace until 
conditions improved. 
With fog intensifying 
around the runway and 
navigation lights barely 
visible, air traffic con-
trol maintained regular 
communication with 
the pilot to ensure pas-
senger safety. 

For approximately 30 
minutes, the aircraft 
kept circling above the 
airport before receiving 
clearance  to  land. 
Weather department of-
ficials confirmed that 
dense fog formation 
across Krishna district 
since early morning had 
severely limited visibil-
ity to just a few hundred 
meters. As a result, sev-
eral inbound and out-
bound flights faced 
delays. 

The Singapore flight 
was among those affect-
ed by the heavy fog cov-
er. Once the visibility 

slightly improved, the 
IndiGo pilot made a 
careful approach and 
landed the aircraft 
smoothly without any 
technical issues. All pas-
sengers disembarked 
safely and expressed re-
lief  after the tense wait 
in mid-air.Meanwhile, 

the fog disrupted nor-
mal life across the dis-
trict. Commuters and 
motorists faced difficul-
ty as the mist reduced 
road visibility, forcing 
vehicles to move slowly 
on highways and city 
roads. Early morning 
travelers described the 

conditions as “com-
pletely white-out,” with 
headlights barely cut-
ting through the fog. 
Traffic police issued ad-
visories urging drivers 
to maintain low speeds 
and use fog lights to pre-
vent accidents. 

Officials also cau-

tioned against rash 
driving during low-visi-
bility periods.The Indi-
an Meteorological De-
p a r t m e n t  ( I M D ) 
attributed the prevail-
ing weather to seasonal 
temperature drop and 
high humidity levels 
typical of  early January. 

The dense fog cover is 
expected to persist for 
the next couple of  days, 
especially during dawn 
and morning hours, be-
fore gradually lifting by 
mid-day. 

Airport and traffic au-
thorities are on alert to 
manage any further dis-

ruptions until visibility 
improves.Fortunately, 
in this incident, the pi-
lot’s experience and co-
ordination with air traf-
fic control ensured a 
safe landing—bringing 
immense relief  to both 
passengers and ground 
personnel.
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Amaravati: In a signif-
icant update on the pro-
gress of  Amaravati capi-
tal city development, 
Urban Development and 
Municipal Administra-
tion Minister Dr. P. 
Narayana announced 
that the construction of  
residential buildings 
meant for state minis-
ters, IAS officers, and 
judges will be completed 
by April this year. 

The minister assured 
that the works, which 
had faced delays due to 
heavy monsoon rains, 
are now being expedited 
and will be fully handed 
over to the General Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment (GAD) upon com-
pletion.Addressing the 
media on Friday, Minis-
ter Narayana revealed 
that a total of  4,026 
buildings and flats are 
being constructed in the 
capital city area. 

Among these, 186 are 
individual bungalows 
designated for minis-
ters, judges, and top of-
ficials, while the remain-

ing 3,850 structures are 
apartment-style build-
ings built for various 
government officers and 
staff. “Most of  the minis-
ters’ bungalows have al-
ready reached the finish-
ing stage. The judges’ 
residences are in the fi-
nal phase, with brick-
work and plastering 
nearing completion. 
Towers meant for All In-
dia Service officers are 
also in their last leg of  
construction,” the min-
ister said.

According to him, de-
spite setbacks caused by 

extended rains during 
the last season, the gov-
ernment has intensified 
monitoring to ensure 
that all housing units 
meet the April 2026 dead-
line. The minister clari-
fied that around 500 
housing units are still 
pending due to certain 
technical and logistical 
issues but expressed 
confidence that the ma-
jority of  the structures 
would be completed by 
the end of  March. 

“Our goal is to finish 
all works by March and 
hand over the completed 

housing complexes to 
the GAD in April for al-
lotment,” Narayana add-
ed.Minister Narayana 
also provided updates on 
other key components of  
the Amaravati develop-
ment plan. He stated 
that the land acquisition 
notification for the Am-
aravati Seed Access 
Road will be issued on 
Wednesday, January 7. 
This infrastructure cor-
ridor is considered cru-
cial for ensuring smooth 
connectivity across the 
capital city area. 

“We require an addi-

tional 4.5 acres of  land 
for the Seed Access Road 
project. Out of  this, 
farmers owning about 2 
acres have already 
agreed to part with their 
lands voluntarily,” he ex-
plained.Highlighting 
the state government’s 
commitment to the 
planned development of  
the capital, Narayana 
said that Amaravati re-
mains central to Andhra 
Pradesh’s long-term vi-
sion for administrative 
and infrastructural 
growth. 

“Despite earlier inter-
ruptions, the govern-
ment is now determined 
to bring Amaravati’s 
core infrastructure resi-
dences, roads, and utili-
ties into full operational 
mode,” he affirmed. The 
minister further noted 
that a review mecha-
nism has been put in 
place to track daily pro-
gress and resolve site-
level issues swiftly. Spe-
cial construction teams 
have been assigned to 
complete  electrical 
works, plumbing, and 
f i n i s h i n g  t a s k s  i n 
phases. 

Minister Narayana Announces April Deadline for 
Completion of Amaravati Officials’ Residential Complexes

Machilipatnam Port 
Development Spurs 
National Highway 
Upgradation Plans

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 3

M a c h i l i p a t n a m : 
Steps are being accel-
erated to enhance the 
national highways 
across the erstwhile 
Krishna district ahead 
of  the launch of  ex-
ports and imports 
from the upcoming 
Machilipatnam Port, 
Machilipatnam MP 
Vallabhaneni Balash-
ouri announced.At a 
review meeting held at 
his office on Friday, 
the MP was joined by 
Vijayawada MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath (Chin-
ni), district MLAs, and 
senior officials from 
the National Highways 
Authority, MoRTH, 
and Revenue Depart-
ment. Balashouri stat-
ed that the port is 
scheduled to com-
mence operations by 
December this year. 

Plans are in place to 
strengthen connectivi-
ty with the port by up-
grading national high-
ways at a cost of  �450 
crore, he said. He add-
ed that the Machilipat-
nam–Vijayawada na-
tional highway will be 
expanded into a six-

lane corridor with an 
estimated cost of  �2,000 
crore. Referring to the 
Amaravati Capital Re-
gion’s growth, Balash-
ouri said the Amara-
v a t i  R i n g  R o a d 
stretching 189.93 km 
and costing �38,000 
crore is being devel-
oped to ease traffic 
flow and boost urban 
expansion. 

In Gudivada, nation-
al  highway works 
worth �25 crore are in 
progress, he said, urg-
ing officials to expe-
dite DPR (Detailed Pro-
j e c t  R e p o r t ) 
preparation and clear-
ances.Vijayawada MP 
Kesineni Chinni em-
phasized the need for 
caution in widening 
t h e  Vi j a y aw a d a –
Machilipatnam high-
way, highlighting fre-
quent accidents in 
Krishnalanka due to 
rising traffic density. 
He proposed a flyover 
between Penamaluru 
and Benz Circle and 
suggested connecting 
N H - 1 6  a n d  N H - 6 5 
through a DPR.

M i n i s t e r  K o l l u 
Ravindra directed of-

ficials to prepare a 
DPR for expanding 
NH-216 from Losari in 
Kruthivennu mandal 
to Ullipalem in Koduru 
mandal  along the 
coastline, designed 
like a protective em-
bankment to safeguard 
coastal villages from 
calamities. He also 
proposed replacing the 
cloverleaf  interchange 
plan near Machilipat-
nam with a flyover-
based road link to the 
port.

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan has 
sanctioned �100 crore 
in Saansad Nidhi 
funds for the Machili-
patnam parliamentary 
constituency, Ravindra 
informed.Local MLAs 
raised constituency-
specific issues. Pamar-
ru MLA Varla Kumar-
araja sought drainage 
works near Tadigada-
pa tunnel. Gudivada 
M L A  Ve n i g a n d l a 
Ramu urged full-scale 
road development with 
improved drainage. 
Pe n a m a l u r u  M L A 
Bode Prasad suggested 
a new flyover between 
Edpugallu and Benz 
Circle. 

Singapore IndiGo Flight Circles in Air Near Gannavaram Airport Due to 
Dense Fog; Lands Safely After Half an Hour

TDP Leaders Celebrate Savitribai Phule Jayanti 
Grandly in Narasaraopet

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
Vijayawada | Nar-

asaraopet: Savitribai 
Phule Jayanti celebra-
tions were organized 
grandly under the aus-
pices of  the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) at the 
local party office in Nar-
asaraopet, Palnadu dis-
trict. The event was held 
as per the directions of  
MLA Dr. Chadalawada 
Aravind Babu, under 
the leadership of  youth 
leader Dr. Chadalawada 
Aditya Babu, and pre-
sided over by BC Cell 
p r e s i d e n t  M a d a k a 
Shivaprasad. 

Leaders from allied 
parties, BC associations, 
and community repre-
sentatives actively par-
ticipated in the event. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Aditya Babu re-
called that Savitribai 
Phule was India’s first 
woman teacher and a 
true pioneer of  women’s 
education. He said that 
she dedicated her life to 
ensuring that women 
were recognized beyond 
traditional domestic 
roles. 

Emphasizing her con-
tributions, he stated 
that Savitribai believed 
education was the key to 
women’s empowerment 

and equality. With her 
husband, Mahatma Jy-
otirao Phule, she estab-
lished the country’s first 
school for girls — a revo-
lutionary step toward 
an educated and equita-
ble society. 

He also lauded her ef-
forts against social evils 
like child marriages and 
her advocacy for widow 
remarriage, calling her 
life a symbol of  courage 
and social progress.BC 
Cell president Madaka 
Shivaprasad described 
Savitribai as a great so-
cial  refor mer  who 
fought relentlessly for 
women’s rights despite 
facing humiliation and 
social opposition. 

He highlighted her 
role in establishing the 
“Mahila Seva Mandal” 
to raise awareness 
among women about so-
cial issues. He added 
that it was a matter of  
pride that India ob-
serves National Women 
Teachers’ Day on Savit-
ribai Phule’s birth anni-
versary.BC Welfare As-
s o c i a t i o n  s t a t e 
representative Badu-
gunnala Srinivasa Rao 
said that Savitribai 
Phule, along with her 
husband Mahatma Jy-

otirao Phule, gave voice 
and strength to the op-
pressed classes margin-
alized by caste and 
discrimination. 

He called her a living 
embodiment of  wom-
en’s empowerment. He 
noted her immense con-
tribution in promoting 
education among wom-
en of  lower sections, 
eradicating supersti-
tions, encouraging wid-
ow remarriage, and 
championing reform 
movements through the 

Satyashodhak Samaj.
On this occasion, the 
leaders garlanded Savit-
ribai Phule’s portrait 
and paid rich tributes to 
her memory.

Prominent partici-
pants included Town 
TDP president Gattupal-
li Satyanarayana, Man-
dal party president 
Bandarupalli Viswesh-
war Rao, Dr. Ram Pras-
ad, Mandal BC Cell pres-
i d e n t  D a s a r i 
Narasimharao, former 
c o u n c i l l o r s  C h a n -

drasekhar, Kadam Naga 
Jyothi, Korinapati San-
jeeva Rao, Dasari Sang-
ham director Giribabu, 
BC Welfare leaders Na-
garapu Guru Anjaneyu-
lu, Gali Sambasiva Rao, 
Sutharam Viswas Rao, 
Janajagruthi Mandal 
president Vidathala 
Ramadevi, Rojaka Sang-
ham leaders Sriramulu, 
Battula Rajashekhar 
Prasannakumar, Tan-
neeru Venkateswarlu, 
and several coalition 
activists.
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Achyuthapuram: A 

major fire accident was 
reported on Saturday at 
a pharmaceutical man-
ufacturing unit in the 
Special Economic Zone 
(SEZ) at Achyutapuram 
in Anakapalli district, 
Andhra Pradesh. The 
incident occurred at the 
SVS Pharma company, 
where flames suddenly 
erupted during regular 
operations, triggering 
panic among employees 
and nearby residents.
According to prelimi-
n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
around 14 workers were 
present inside the plant 
when the fire broke out. 

  
T h i c k  c l o u d s  o f  

smoke billowed from 
the facility, visible from 
a distance, creating 
panic in the surround-
ing areas. Locals alert-
ed the fire department 
and district authorities 
soon after noticing the 
smoke and smell  of  
bur ning  chemicals.
Firefighters rushed to 
the scene immediately 
after receiving the alert 
and have been engaged 
in controlling the blaze. 
Several fire tenders 
have been deployed to 
contain and douse the 
f l a m e s ,  p r e ve n t i n g 

them from spreading to 
adjacent units within 
the SEZ, which houses 
s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l 
establishments. 

O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  a l l 
workers were safely 
evacuated in time, and 
there have been no re-
ports of  injuries or loss 
of  life.District authori-
ties, along with police 
personnel, reached the 
spot and monitored fire 
control operations. Pre-
liminary investigations 
suggest that the fire 

might have been trig-
gered by an accidental 
chemical reaction or a 
short circuit in the 
manufacturing section, 
though the exact cause 
is yet to be ascertained. 

Samples are being col-
lected from the site for 
further forensic and 
safety analysis.Home 
Minister Taneti Vani-
tha reviewed the situa-
tion with senior offi-
cials soon after the 
incident was reported. 
She directed the district 

administration and 
health officials to en-
sure that all affected 
workers receive imme-
diate and proper medi-
cal attention. The min-
ister also emphasized 
the need for a thorough 
safety audit in all phar-
ma and chemical units 
operating within the 
SEZ to prevent similar 
accidents in the future.

Officials have been in-
structed to identify any 
lapses in industrial 
safety procedures and 

recommend corrective 
measures. The fire de-
partment is expected to 
submit a detailed report 
once the flames are 
c o m p l e t e l y  e x t i n -
guished and the site is 
d e c l a r e d  s a f e  f o r 
inspection.

While the incident 
c a u s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t 
alarm in the region, au-
thorities confirmed that 
the situation is under 
control and that there is 
no further risk to the 
nearby communities.

Fire Breaks Out at Pharma Unit in Achyutapuram SEZ; 
No Casualties Reported

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
Kadapa: In a heart-

war ming display of  
honesty, an auto driver 
from Kadapa city proved 
that  inte g ri ty  s t i l l 
thrives in today’s fast-
paced world. The driver 
retur ned gold or na-
ments worth roughly ₹4 
lakh that a woman pas-
senger had accidentally 
left behind in his vehi-
cle. The incident took 
place  in  the  Small 
Chowk (Chinna Chowk) 
area of  the city, drawing 
praise from both the 
public and the police for 
the driver’s commenda-
ble act.

  According to police 
reports, a woman had 
hired the auto-rickshaw 
for a short trip within 
Kadapa on Friday. After 
completing her journey, 
she mistakenly left be-
hind a small bag con-
taining her gold jewel-
l e r y  i n c l u d i n g 
necklaces, bangles, and 
earrings  estimated to 
be worth around ₹4 
lakh. The auto driver, 

upon noticing the unat-
tended bag after drop-
ping her off, immediate-
ly opened it and realized 
its expensive contents.

Instead of  keeping the 
valuables for himself, 
the driver went straight 
to the Chinna Chowk 
Police Station and hand-
ed over the jewellery to 

the duty officers. The 
police, appreciating his 
sense of  honesty and re-
sponsibility, promptly 
traced the woman based 
on trip details and local 
information. 

After confirming the 
ownership,  they re-
turned the ornaments to 
the rightful owner in 

the presence of  police 
officials.The incident 
quickly spread across 
the city, earning the 
auto driver widespread 
appreciation. Local resi-
dents and social media 
users hailed him as an 
example of  honesty and 
integrity in a time when 
theft and deceit are, un-

fortunately, common 
headlines. The police 
officials also felicitated 
the auto driver at the 
station and lauded his 
honesty,  presenting 
him with a memento 
a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  
appreciation.

Speaking to the me-
dia,  the woman ex-
pressed her deep grati-
tude  to  the  driver, 
praising him for his 
quick and honest action. 
“He saved my life’s sav-
ings. I am truly thankful 
to him and the Kadapa 
p o l i c e , ”  s h e  s a i d 
emotionally. 

Officers from the Ch-
inna Chowk Police Sta-
tion stated that the driv-
er’s integrity serves as 
an inspiring example to 
others, reminding citi-
zens that good deeds 
still define strong com-
munities. The Kadapa 
city police have also 
announced plans to 
recommend a district-
level award in recogni-
tion of  his exceptional 
honesty.

TPN Bureau | Jan 3
Tirumala: In a signifi-

cant gesture of  devotion 
and philanthropy, P.M.S. 
Prasad, Executive Direc-
tor of  Reliance Indus-
tries Limited (RIL), has 
donated �3 crore to vari-
ous charitable trusts 
managed by the Tiruma-
la Tirupati Devasthan-
ams (TTD). The donation 
reflects Reliance’s con-
tinued commitment to-
wards supporting reli-
g i o u s  a n d  w e l f a r e 
activities associated 
with one of  India’s most 
revered temples.P.M.S. 
Prasad personally hand-
ed over the Demand 
Draft (DD) for �3 crore to 
TTD Executive Officer 
(EO) Sri Anil Kumar Sin-
ghal at the TTD adminis-
trative  building in 
Tirupati. 

  The brief  yet formal 
ceremony took place in 
the EO’s chambers, with 
senior officials of  the 
Devasthanam witness-
ing the contribution. EO 
Singhal thanked the Reli-
ance executive for his 
generous support and ap-

plauded the company’s 
longstanding association 
with Tirumala.

According to TTD offi-
cials, the contribution 
will be distributed across 
several of  the temple 
body’s charitable and 
service-oriented trusts. 
These include funds de-
voted to free meals for 
pilgrims (the Annapras-
adam Trust), education-

al initiatives, healthcare 
for the poor, and infra-
structure development 
in Tirumala-Tirupati. 

TTD maintains a num-
ber of  separate trusts to 
manage religious, social, 
and humanitarian activ-
ities, each designed to ex-
tend the temple’s spiritu-
al mission into tangible 
welfare benefits for devo-
tees and society at large.

Officials also noted that 
P.M.S. Prasad has been a 
frequent visitor to Tiru-
mala and has previously 
made contributions to-
wards TTD’s welfare pro-
grams. His latest offer-
ing is expected to be used 
to expand and modernize 
ongoing service initia-
tives, particularly in 
healthcare and educa-
tion sectors managed by 

t h e  t e m p l e  t r u s t 
network.

Speaking after the 
presentation, EO Sin-
ghal commended the 
spirit of  corporate phi-
lanthropy exemplified by 
Reliance Industries and 
expressed gratitude to 
Prasad and the compa-
ny’s leadership for their 
consistent involvement 
in supporting TTD’s pub-
lic welfare endeavors. 
“Such contributions 
strengthen TTD’s capac-
ity to serve millions of  
devotees and extend so-
cial services to the needy. 
We deeply appreciate 
this gesture of  devotion 
and generosity,” he said.

With thousands of  pil-
grims visiting Tirumala 
daily, donations from 
devotees and philanthro-
pists like P.M.S. Prasad 
play a key role in sus-
taining the temple’s 
broad range of  charita-
ble works, ensuring that 
the spiritual heritage of  
Lord Venkateswara con-
tinues to benefit people 
across all sections of  
society.

Reliance Industries’ Executive Director P.M.S. Prasad Donates 
₹3 Crore to TTD Trusts

TPN Bureau | Jan 
3

KONASEEMA DIS-
TRICT: A shocking 
incident at a private 
school in Ramachan-
drapuram town, Ko-
naseema district, has 
sparked public out-
rage after a teacher 
allegedly assaulted a 
four-year-old LKG 
student. The child, 
hailing from Chellu-
ru village, is studying 
at Sri Vivekananda 
School.

  According to re-
ports, the teacher al-
le g edly  beat  the 
young girl with a 
scale and even used 
her hands to hit the 
child repeatedly. The 
incident came to light 
when the girl re-
turned home with 
v i s i b l e  i n j u r i e s . 
Alarmed by her con-
dition, her parents 
immediately rushed 
her for medical treat-
ment and later con-
fronted the school 
management about 
the assault.

As news of  the inci-
dent spread, the vic-
tim’s relatives and 
community members 
gathered in front of  
the school and staged 
a protest. They ex-
pressed strong anger 
over the teacher’s 

brutality and accused 
the school adminis-
tration of  negligence. 
Holding placards and 
raising slogans, the 
protesters demanded 
stern action against 
both the teacher and 
the management for 
allowing such inhu-
mane treatment of  a 
small child.

The situation esca-
lated when hundreds 
of  locals joined the 
demonstration, lead-
ing to tense scenes 
near the school prem-
ises.  Police were 
alerted to prevent 
any possible unto-
ward incidents. Dur-
ing the protest, State 
Minister Vasamsetti, 
who happened to pass 
by, noticed the agita-
tion and immediately 
stopped his vehicle to 
assess the situation.

Minister Vasam-
setti personally in-
teracted with the agi-
t a t e d  p a r e n t s , 
protesters, the school 
staff, and local offi-
cials. After holding 
discussions  with 
both parties, he in-
tervened to defuse 
the tension and as-
sured the crowd that 
justice  would be 
served. The minister 
reportedly promised 
that strict legal and 
administrative ac-

tion would be taken 
against the teacher 
responsible for the 
assault.

Following his as-
surance, the protest-
ers gradually dis-
persed, bringing the 
demonstration to an 
end. Meanwhile, ed-
ucation department 
officials and local 
police have initiated 
an inquiry into the 
incident. Authori-
ties are collecting 
statements from the 
child’s parents, the 
teacher concerned, 
a n d  t h e  s c h o o l 
administration.

The incident has 
reignited concerns 
about the safety of  
young children in ed-
ucational institu-
tions and the need for 
strict enforcement of  
c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n 
nor ms in private 
schools. Parents and 
activists have urged 
the government to 
frame stricter guide-
lines to prevent cor-
poral punishment 
and ensure that such 
incidents are not 
repeated.

Officials said the 
investigation is still 
ongoing, and appro-
priate disciplinary 
action will follow 
once the findings are 
complete.

Nursery student assaulted

Development is remarkable in AP 
- Satha Kumar Yadav

Honest Auto Driver Returns Gold Jewellery Worth ₹4 Lakhs 
in Kadapa

TPN Bureau | 
January 3

Amaravati: Andhra 
Pradesh has achieved 
remarkable progress 
in the implementa-
tion of  cashless medi-
cal services under the 
coalition government, 
according to Minister 
f o r  M e d i c a l  a n d 
Health, Satyakumar 
Yadav. The minister 
revealed key statistics 
and progress updates 
while reviewing the 
department’s perfor-
mance with senior 
health officials on 
Saturday.

 Addressing the re-
view meeting, Minis-
ter Yadav said the 
state’s flagship health 
insurance initiative, 
D r.  N T R  H e a l t h 
Scheme, has recorded 
a 60 percent increase 
in expenditure on 
healthcare services 
over the past year, re-
flecting the govern-
ment’s  expanding 
medical outreach. 

He added that the 
number of  benefi-
ciaries availing treat-
ment through the 
scheme has gone up 
by 21 percent, indicat-
ing greater public 
trust and accessibili-
ty in state-funded 
health services. High-

lighting the improve-
ments in emergency 
medical response, Ya-
dav stated that the 108 
ambulance services 
have significantly im-
p r o v e d  t h e i r 
efficiency. 

“The vehicles are 
now reaching patients 
within the stipulated 
response time, ensur-
ing timely medical in-
tervention and saving 
countless lives,” he 
noted. As per the cur-
rent contract, 95 per-
cent of  patients are 
being transported to 
hospitals within one 
hour, he said, empha-
s i z i n g  t h a t  t h i s 
achievement demon-
strates the effective-
ness of  the upgraded 
emergency network.

The minister fur-
ther announced that 
the 104 mobile medi-
cal services would 
soon start conducting 
41 types of  diagnostic 
tests at the patients’ 
doorsteps. This move 
aims to expand door-
step healthcare ac-
cess, particularly ben-
efi t ing people  in 
remote and rural are-
as who struggle to 
reach hospitals for 
routine check-ups. 

He explained that 
these tests would be 
integrated with the 

digital health plat-
form, ensuring that 
reports are directly 
available to doctors 
for immediate follow-
up care.Yadav reiter-
ated the government’s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
strengthening both 
preventive and emer-
gency healthcare sys-
tems through digital 
monitoring, upgraded 
infrastructure, and 
increased manpower 
i n  p u bl i c  h e a l t h 
institutions. 

He said the depart-
ment is focused on ef-
ficiency, transparen-
cy, and accessibility, 
a i m i n g  t o  m a k e 
Andhra Pradesh a 
model state in public 
health administra-
tion.Officials partici-
pating in the review 
expressed that the 
combination of  cash-
less treatment expan-
sion, faster ambu-
lance response times, 
and doorstep diagnos-
tic services marks a 
new phase in the 
transformation of  the 
state’s healthcare 
sector. 

With these reforms, 
the coalition govern-
ment hopes to ensure 
no citizen is denied 
quality medical care 
due to financial or ge-
ographical barriers.
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2026 Must Be a Year of Reckoning 
for Power Without Accountability

The year 2026 arrives at a 
moment when global poli-
tics is marked by fatigue, 
distrust, and deep moral 
unease. Across democra-
cies, citizens are question-
ing leaders who have accu-
mulated extraordinary 
power while steadily weak-
ening institutions meant to 
hold them accountable. The 
call for a “year of  reckon-
ing” is not about vengeance 
or political point-scoring; it 
is about restoring the basic 
principle that no leader is 
above scrutiny.

In the United States, Don-
ald Trump’s return to pow-
er has intensified debates 
about the resilience of  dem-
ocratic norms. His leader-
ship style—defined by con-
frontation, distrust of  
institutions, and personal 
loyalty over constitutional 
restraint—has reshaped 
American politics. While 

supporters view him as a 
disruptor of  entrenched 
elites, critics warn that con-
stant attacks on the judici-
ary, media, and electoral 
processes erode the founda-
tions of  democracy itself. A 
reckoning, in this context, 
means reaffirming that po-
litical power must be con-
strained by law, transpar-
ency, and accountability.

Across the world, Israel 
faces a parallel moment of  
introspection. Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s long dominance has 
left the nation deeply polar-
ized. Years of  political sur-
vival strategies, judicial 
controversies, and security 
failures have culminated in 
widespread public anger. 
The immense human cost 
of  prolonged conflict has 
intensified scrutiny of  
leadership decisions that 
prioritize political endur-

ance over long-term stabil-
ity and peace. For Israel, a 
reckoning is not merely 
electoral—it is moral and 
institutional.

These leaders are not iso-
lated cases. They represent 
a broader global pattern in 
which strongmen thrive on 
polarization, portray criti-
cism as betrayal, and frame 
accountability as persecu-
tion. This political model 
relies on dividing societies 
into loyalists and enemies, 
leaving little space for dem-
ocratic debate or self-cor-
rection. When power is per-
sonalized rather than 
institutional, governance 
b e c o m e s  f r a g i l e  a n d 
unpredictable.

A true reckoning does not 
demand instant downfall or 
dramatic trials. It demands 
something more difficult: 
sustained civic engage-
ment, independent institu-

tions, and voters willing to 
prioritize democratic val-
ues over charismatic lead-
ership. Elections, legisla-
tive oversight, and judicial 
independence are not obsta-
cles to governance; they are 
safeguards against abuse.

Importantly, accountabil-
ity must extend beyond do-
mestic politics. Decisions 
taken by powerful leaders 
reverberate far beyond bor-
ders—through wars, refu-
gee crises, economic insta-
bility, and humanitarian 
disasters. When leaders act 
without consequence, it is 
often ordinary people who 
pay the price. Reckoning, 
therefore, is not about pun-
ishing individuals but 
about protecting lives and 
futures.

History shows that de-
mocracies rarely collapse 
overnight. They weaken 
gradually, through normali-

zation of  excess, silence in 
the face of  injustice, and fa-
tigue among citizens. A 
year of  reckoning is a 
chance to interrupt that de-
cline. It is an opportunity 
for societies to ask difficult 
questions about leadership, 
responsibility, and the cost 
of  unchecked authority.

As 2026 unfolds, the real 
test will not be whether cer-
tain leaders survive politi-
cally, but whether demo-
cratic systems reassert 
their strength. Reckoning is 
not an event—it is a pro-
cess. One that demands 
courage from institutions, 
honesty from leaders, and 
vigilance from citizens. 
Without it, power becomes 
entitlement, and democracy 
becomes performance. With 
it, even the most turbulent 
political moments can be-
come turning points toward 
renewal.

Bangladesh’s Political Reset Must Not 
Come at the Cost of Women’s Rights

Bangladesh has recently witnessed a 
profound political transformation. 
What began as hopes for greater free-
dom and reform has, according to 
many observers, morphed into an en-
vironment where women’s basic rights 
are under pressure. While earlier gov-
ernments faced criticism on issues 
ranging from corruption to stagnation, 
the current shift has unleashed forces 
that threaten hard-won gains in gender 
equality and public participation.

In the wake of  mass protests that 
brought down the long-serving leader-
ship in Dhaka, the interim administra-
tion led by a Nobel laureate promised 
a new chapter for the nation. Yet, the 
initial optimism has faded for many, 
especially women. Accounts from ac-
tivists and former residents reveal that 
political upheaval has coincided with 
a resurgence of  religious radicalism 
and moral policing that disproportion-
ately affects women.

Moral policing, in its most insidious 
forms, targets women not just for what 
they do, but for how they dress and 
where they belong in public life. Re-
ports describe women being harassed 
on the streets for not wearing specific 
religious attire, with vigilantes enforc-
ing dress codes and publicly shaming 
those who defy them. Such incidents 
are not isolated; they reflect a broader 
cultural shift where personal choices 
are subjected to communal scrutiny.

This climate of  intimidation is com-
pounded by incidents of  physical and 
sexual assault. Women associated with 
political movements, cultural fields, or 
simply those moving freely in public 
have reported harassment without 
subsequent legal action. These epi-
sodes are deeply alarming not merely 
as individual abuses, but as symptoms 
of  a society where women’s autonomy 

is increasingly contested.
Another disturbing trend is the 

questioning of  women’s place in the 
workforce. Traditional voices opposed 
to women working outside the home 
are gaining louder platforms, suggest-
ing that women should only partici-
pate in economic life with the approval 
of  male guardians. Coupled with the 
elimination of  job reservations for 
women and the rollback of  institution-
al support for female representation, 
this signals a retrenchment from poli-
cies that previously helped expand 
women’s participation in public life.

Bangladesh’s progress on indicators 
such as female mortality, maternal 
health, and workforce participation 
was once a point of  pride. These gains 
placed the country ahead of  some of  its 
peers and demonstrated the transform-
ative effects of  policies aimed at gen-
der inclusion. Eroding these achieve-
ments risks not only reversing social 
gains but also undermining the na-
t i o n’s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l 
potential.

Critics argue that the political reset 
has emboldened groups with regres-
sive views that were previously kept in 
check. Rather than fostering inclusive 

reforms, the interim government ap-
pears to have created space for hard-
line elements to assert themselves 
more openly. This includes lifting re-
strictions on organizations previously 
banned for extremist ties, and curbing 
reforms that aimed to promote gender 
equality.

The international community has 
focused much attention on geopolitical 
issues and minority rights in Bangla-
desh. Yet the plight of  women—caught 
between political turbulence and ris-
ing conservatism—deserves equal ur-
gency. This cannot be dismissed as a 
cultural debate; it is a human rights 
concern with far-reaching consequenc-
es for society’s future.

Bangladesh’s journey toward democ-
racy and modernity must include pro-
tections for women’s rights, freedoms, 
and dignity. Progress that leaves half  
the population behind cannot be pro-
gress at all. The country must reaffirm 
its commitment to gender equality, not 
just in rhetoric but through laws, poli-
cies, and societal support that uphold 
women’s full participation in public 
life. Because a nation’s true strength 
lies not in how it restricts its women, 
but in how it empowers them.

“Abar Jitbe Bangla” — Political Revival 
or Strategic Gamble?

West Bengal’s political land-
scape is once again brimming 
with fervour as the state pre-
pares for its Assembly elec-
tions in 2026. In the middle of  
this high-stakes contest, the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
has chosen a bold and unmis-
takably energetic strategy: the 
“Abar Jitbe Bangla” yatra led 
by Abhishek Banerjee. At first 
glance, this campaign appears 
to be a ritualistic political tour, 
but a closer look reveals it to be 
a carefully calculated effort to 
reshape narratives, reconnect 
with voters, and inject new life 
into the TMC’s electoral 
machinery.

Abhishek Banerjee, in his 
late 30s, projects the image of  a 
modern political leader — 
youthful yet seasoned, ambi-
tious and articulate. The yatra 
is intended not merely to re-
mind voters of  the TMC’s track 
record over three consecutive 
terms, but to reassert a sense 
of  cultural identity and politi-
cal pride among Bengal’s citi-
zens. It reflects an understand-
ing that beyond tangible 
achievements, emotion and 
identity play an indispensable 
role in electoral politics. By 
framing this campaign as both 
a celebration of  Bengal’s resil-
ience and a rebuke to perceived 
central overreach, the TMC is 
positioning itself  as the guard-
ian of  local pride and rights.

This strategy is particularly 
noteworthy because it happens 
amid growing criticism from 
opposition parties, especially 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which has aggressively 
challenged the TMC on govern-
ance, law and order, and al-
leged administrative weak-
n e s s e s .  B u t  B a n e r j e e ’s 
narrative does not merely 
counter the BJP’s criticisms; it 
seeks to redefine the terms of  
the debate. Rather than simply 
focusing on policy details, the 
campaign ties questions of  gov-
ernance to deeper issues of  cul-
tural autonomy and emotional 
bonds between voters and their 
leaders.

Yet, the yatra is not without 

its challenges or detractors. 
Critics within rival parties 
have derided the effort as su-
perficial, even detached from 
the everyday struggles of  ordi-
nary Bengalis. They argue that 
after fifteen years in power, a 
series of  roadshows and public 
meetings may not be enough to 
overcome anti-incumbency 
sentiments that are natural af-
ter a long tenure. The central 
question becomes whether the-
atrical displays of  confidence 
and rhetoric about identity can 
translate into actual votes — 
especially among citizens who 
may feel fatigued or disillu-
sioned with traditional politi-
cal cycles.

Moreover, the campaign’s 
emphasis on identity and pride 
walks a fine line. In a deeply di-
verse and layered society, ap-
peals to cultural distinctive-
ness can inspire unity — but 
they can also reinforce divi-
sions if  not handled with care. 
The yatra’s success will depend 
not only on the charisma of  the 
leader but on the substance be-
hind the slogans: tangible eco-
nomic opportunities, improved 
governance, and genuine en-
gagement with electorate 
concerns.

Abhishek Banerjee’s role is 
crucial here. As someone who 
has steadily risen within the 
TMC’s ranks, his campaign 
could redefine his political 
identity and influence the fu-
ture direction of  the party it-
self. The yatra is both a test of  
Banerjee’s leadership and a re-
flection of  the TMC’s adapta-
bility in a changing political 
environment.

In the end, “Abar Jitbe 
Bangla” is more than a slogan 
— it is a political statement 
about confidence, continuity, 
and contestation. Whether it 
becomes a game-changer or an-
other chapter in Bengal’s com-
petitive electoral saga will be 
revealed only in the ballots cast 
next year. For now, it stands as 
a vivid example of  how modern 
Indian politics blends tradition 
with theatrical strategy in the 
quest for popular mandate.

Patriotism in Cinema Should Not Be a Double 
Standard

Cinema has always been a 
powerful tool for storytelling, 
capable of  shaping national 
identity and collective memory. 
Nowhere is this more evident 
than in Hollywood, where patri-
otic films are routinely celebrat-
ed for their technical brilliance, 
emotional depth, and narrative 
ambition. Movies that glorify 
national service, military cour-
age, and state power often re-
ceive critical acclaim and pres-
tigious awards, becoming global 
cultural exports that shape how 
the world views America. These 
films are rarely questioned for 
their intent; instead, they are 
applauded as artistic expres-
sions of  national pride.

In sharp contrast, Indian cin-
ema faces a curious and trou-
bling double standard. When 
Indian filmmakers explore 
themes of  patriotism, national 
security, or historical conflict, 
their work is often hastily dis-
missed as “propaganda.” This 
label is applied regardless of  the 
film’s cinematic quality, story-
telling strength, or audience re-
ception. Such criticism reflects 
not an objective assessment of  
art, but a selective discomfort 
with Indian narratives that as-
sert confidence in the nation’s 
institutions and history.

Patriotism in cinema is not 
unique to any one country. Eve-
ry nation tells stories that re-
flect its struggles, victories, and 
aspirations. Hollywood has per-
fected this craft by packaging 
patriotism within sleek produc-
tion values and emotionally 
compelling narratives. Indian 
cinema, too, has begun invest-
ing in high-quality storytelling 

that explores intelligence opera-
tions, military challenges, and 
national crises with depth and 
realism. These films often draw 
inspiration from real events and 
attempt to humanize those who 
operate behind the scenes to 
protect the nation.

The problem arises when In-
dian films are judged not by 
their craft, but by the presumed 
ideology behind them. A story 
that portrays Indian intelli-
gence agencies or security forc-
es in a positive light is quickly 
branded as state-sponsored mes-
saging, even when it raises com-
plex questions and depicts mor-
al dilemmas. This reflexive 
skepticism ignores the fact that 
cinema can be patriotic without 
being simplistic, and national 
pride does not automatically 
translate into blind endorse-
ment of  power.

Art should be evaluated on its 
intent, execution, and impact—
not on whether it aligns with 
the ideological preferences of  a 
select group. The persistent use 
of  the term “propaganda” to de-
scribe Indian patriotic films di-
minishes creative freedom and 
discourages filmmakers from 
engaging with important na-

tional themes. It also creates an 
unfair cultural hierarchy where 
Western narratives are seen as 
universal, while Indian narra-
tives are treated as suspect.

Moreover, audiences them-
selves have demonstrated a 
growing appetite for such films. 
Strong box-office performances 
and widespread public engage-
ment indicate that viewers con-
nect with stories rooted in na-
tional experience. This response 
should encourage a more bal-
anced critical discourse rather 
than knee-jerk condemnation.

Cinema, at its best, reflects so-
ciety’s values, fears, and hopes. 
Indian filmmakers deserve the 
same creative latitude that their 
global counterparts enjoy. Cele-
brating national stories does 
not weaken democracy; sup-
pressing them does. If  global 
cinema can applaud patriotism 
as art in one context, it must be 
willing to do the same in 
another.

It is time to move beyond se-
lective criticism and judge In-
dian films by the same stand-
ards applied worldwide—on 
storytelling, craftsmanship, and 
emotional truth, not ideological 
assumptions.
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India–Bangladesh Cricket Ties At A Crossroads 
Amid Political And Diplomatic Strain

India’s cricketing relation-
ship with Bangladesh appears 
to be entering a fragile phase, 
mirroring the prolonged 
breakdown of  bilateral ties 
with Pakistan. Following po-
litical unrest and diplomatic 
sensitivities in Bangladesh, 
the Board of  Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI) has put In-
dia’s scheduled white-ball tour 
later this year on hold, pend-
ing clearance from the Indian 
government. This decision un-
derlines how deeply geopoli-
tics and sport have become in-
tertwined in South Asia.

The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) had announced 
that India would tour Bangla-

desh in September for three 
ODIs and three T20Is. Howev-
er, the BCCI swiftly distanced 
itself  from the announcement, 
clarifying that no final approv-
al had been granted. Indian of-
ficials reiterated that overseas 
tours, particularly to politi-
cally sensitive regions, re-
quire government clearance. 
Given recent developments 
across the border, that approv-
al now appears uncertain.

The situation worsened af-
ter the BCCI asked IPL fran-
chise Kolkata Knight Riders to 
release Bangladeshi pacer 
Mustafizur Rahman amid 
mounting political pressure. 
The move has been interpret-

ed as a signal that sporting 
engagement with Bangladesh 
is no longer insulated from 
diplomatic considerations. 
While Bangladesh’s partici-
pation in the upcoming T20 
World Cup in India and Sri 
Lanka is not under threat, bi-
lateral cricket is increasingly 
becoming a casualty of  re-
gional instability.

This pause highlights a 
broader trend: India’s reluc-
tance to separate sport from 
national security and foreign 
policy concerns. Just as crick-
eting ties with Pakistan have 
been frozen for over a decade, 
India may now restrict inter-
actions with Bangladesh to 

neutral venues under ICC 
events. For Bangladesh, this 
would represent a significant 
setback, as bilateral series 
against India are financially 
and symbolically important.

The episode raises uncom-
fortable questions about the 
future of  cricket diplomacy in 
South Asia. While sports can 
act as bridges between na-
tions, persistent political vola-
tility makes sustained engage-
ment difficult. Unless regional 
stability improves, India–
Bangladesh cricket may in-
creasingly resemble India–Pa-
kistan relations — limited, 
cautious, and confined to glob-
al tournaments.

Twin Encounters And A Surrender Signal The Shrinking 
Space For Maoists In Central India

Vigilantism And The Paradox Of Power In 
Uttar Pradesh’s ‘Strong’ Government

Canada’s New Immigration Rules And What 
They Mean For Indian Aspirants In 2026

Canada’s immigration re-
forms effective January 1, 
2026, mark a strategic recali-
bration of  its migration sys-
tem, with significant impli-
cations for Indian students, 
workers, and families. The 
changes aim to streamline 
pathways, address labour 
shortages, and curb misuse, 
while also tightening cer-
tain entry routes.

Key refor ms include 
stricter study permit norms, 
enhanced labour mobility 
rules, province-specific em-
ployment conditions, and 
new pilot programmes tar-
geting high-demand sectors. 

For Indian applicants — one 
of  the largest immigrant 
groups — these changes 
bring both opportunities 
and challenges.

On the positive side, clear-
er pathways for skilled 
workers and targeted pilots 
could benefit professionals 
in healthcare, technology, 
and trades. However, tighter 
scrutiny of  student permits 
and post-study work options 
may reduce flexibility for 
those relying on education 
as a migration route.

Critics argue that while 
Canada seeks economic mi-
grants, rising costs, longer 

processing times, and regu-
latory complexity may dis-
courage genuine applicants. 
For Indians, navigating the 
new framework will require 
careful planning, credible 
documentation, and align-
ment with labour market 
needs.

The reforms reflect Cana-
da’s attempt to balance open-
ness with sustainability. For 
Indian aspirants, success 
will increasingly depend on 
skill relevance rather than 
volume. The era of  easy en-
try is giving way to a more 
selective, demand-driven im-
migration model.

Uttar Pradesh’s BJP gov-
ernment under Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath is often 
portrayed as “strong” — 
electorally dominant, ideo-
logically assertive, and un-
compromising on law and 
order. Yet, the rise of  vigi-
lante groups like the Hindu 
Raksha Dal (HRD) exposes a 
troubling paradox: a power-
ful state that appears reluc-
tant to confront lawlessness 
when it emerges from with-
in its perceived ideological 
camp.

The viral video of  HRD 
m e m b e r s  d i s t r i bu t i n g 
swords and calling for vio-
lence against minorities in 
Ghaziabad sparked wide-
spread outrage. While ar-
rests followed, the absence 
of  swift political condemna-

tion raised deeper concerns 
about selective enforce-
ment. Critics argue that 
when vigilante groups act 
with perceived political 
backing, they undermine 
the state’s monopoly over 
violence — a cornerstone of  
governance.

The contrast is stark. Or-
dinary citizens have faced 
harsh action, including 
UAPA charges, for symbolic 
expressions deemed contro-
versial. Yet, groups openly 
advocating violence often 
receive muted responses. 
This inconsistency erodes 
public trust and fuels fears 
of  impunity.

A truly strong govern-
ment, critics argue, enforces 
the law uniformly, regard-
less of  political conveni-

ence. Silence or delayed ac-
tion against extremist 
groups risks legitimising 
their behaviour and weak-
ening democratic institu-
tions. Moreover, it sends 
mixed signals domestically 
and internationally, particu-
larly when leaders engage 
in symbolic gestures of  in-
clusivity while ignoring 
grassroots intimidation.

The UP gover nment’s 
challenge is not one of  au-
thority but of  resolve. 
Strength lies not in selective 
toughness but in impartial 
justice. Failure to confront 
vigilantism decisively risks 
replacing rule of  law with 
rule of  fear — a legacy that 
could haunt governance 
long after electoral victories 
fade.

The killing of  14 Maoists in 
separate encounters in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Sukma and Bijapur 
districts, coupled with the 
surrender of  senior com-
mander Barsa Deva, marks a 
significant moment in India’s 
long-running fight against 
Left-Wing Extremism. Secu-
rity forces view these develop-
ments as evidence that the 
Maoist movement is entering 
a decisive and possibly termi-
nal phase.

The encounters, involving 
District Reserve Guard (DRG) 
personnel, were the first ma-
jor clashes of  the year and re-
sulted in the elimination of  
key operatives, including Vet-
ti Mangdu alias Mukka, a divi-
sional committee member ac-
cused of  master minding 
deadly attacks on security 
forces. The simultaneous sur-
render of  Barsa Deva in Tel-
angana further weakened the 
insurgent network.

For decades, Maoists ex-
ploited dense forests, local 
grievances, and weak govern-
ance structures to sustain 
their operations. However, 
sustained counter-insurgency 

efforts, improved intelligence 
coordination, infrastructure 
development, and targeted re-
habilitation policies have 
steadily reduced their opera-
tional space.

Security officials describe 
the current phase as one of  
“containment and exhaus-
tion.” Leadership losses, 
shrinking recruitment, and 
declining ideological appeal 
have left Maoists increasingly 

isolated. The surrender of  
senior leaders suggests that 
even hardened cadres recog-
nise the futility of  continued 
armed struggle.

Yet, experts caution against 
complacency. While violence 
has declined, the underlying 
socio-economic issues that 
fuelled insurgency — land 
rights, displacement, and 
lack of  access to services — 
remain relevant. Sustainable 

peace will require not just 
military success but mean-
i n g f u l  g o ve r n a n c e  a n d 
development.

The recent encounters un-
derscore India’s tactical suc-
cess against Maoists, but they 
also serve as a reminder that 
counter-insurgency victories 
must ultimately translate into 
long-term stability and trust 
between the state and local 
communities.

Nitin Nabin’s Early Push To Rebuild BJP–RSS Coordination 
Ahead Of High-Stakes Elections

Even before his formal ele-
vation as BJP national presi-
dent, Nitin Nabin has begun 
asserting his role as the par-
ty’s organisational pivot ahead 
of  crucial state elections in 
2026. At 45, the five-time Bihar 
MLA and former minister is 
the youngest leader to occupy 
the party’s top organisational 
position, and his immediate 
focus is clear: repairing and 
strengthening coordination 
between the BJP and the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS).

The BJP–RSS relationship, 
often described as ideological 
yet autonomous, showed visi-
ble strain in the run-up to the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
Statements by senior BJP lead-
ers suggesting that the party 
no longer “needed” the RSS 
sparked unease within the 
Sangh ecosystem. Though 
both sides publicly down-
played tensions, insiders ac-
knowledged coordination gaps 
at the grassroots level.

Nabin’s mandate is to bridge 
this divide. He is expected to 
hold a series of  meetings with 
heads of  RSS wings and 
Sangh-affiliated organisa-
tions, as well as organisational 

secretaries across regions. 
These engagements aim to re-
store trust, align campaign 
strategies, and ensure that ide-
ological coherence translates 
into electoral effectiveness, 
particularly in states like West 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
and Assam.

Beyond electoral coordina-
tion, Nabin is also tasked with 
ensuring smoother function-
ing between the BJP-led Cen-
tre and BJP-governed states. 
This includes resolving inter-

nal factionalism, managing 
leadership transitions, and 
sharpening booth-level mobili-
sation. His organisational 
style is reportedly consulta-
tive rather than confrontation-
al, reflecting lessons drawn 
f r o m  r e c e n t  e l e c t o r a l 
challenges.

The timing is critical. The 
BJP faces stiff  competition in 
several states where the RSS 
network plays a crucial role in 
mobilisation. Rebuilding syn-
ergy is not just about ideology 

but about organisational disci-
pline and grassroots energy. 
Nabin’s early interventions 
suggest the party recognises 
that electoral dominance can-
not be sustained through cen-
tral leadership alone; it re-
quires a cohesive ecosystem.

Whether Nabin can success-
fully recalibrate BJP–RSS re-
lations without reopening ide-
ological fault lines will be a 
key test of  his leadership as 
the party heads into another 
decisive electoral cycle.

Bail With Garlands: What Raipur Mall Vandalism Reveals 
About Normalised Extremism

The “hero’s welcome” given to six Ba-
jrang Dal members after they received bail 
for vandalising Christmas decorations at a 
Raipur mall highlights a disturbing nor-
malisation of  extremist behaviour. The 
public celebration of  accused individuals 
sends a troubling message about account-
ability, justice, and social cohesion.

The vandalism, carried out on Christmas 
Eve, targeted religious symbols and created 
fear among minority communities. While 
the legal process granted bail — a proce-
dural right — the glorification of  the ac-
cused undermines the spirit of  the law. It 
transforms criminal allegations into acts 
of  ideological validation.

Such episodes blur the line between ac-
tivism and criminality. When mobs are cel-
ebrated rather than condemned, it weakens 

deterrence and emboldens similar actions. 
The silence or ambiguity of  political lead-
ership further compounds the problem, 
suggesting tacit approval.

India’s constitutional framework guaran-
tees religious freedom and equal protection 
under law. Celebrating acts that violate 
these principles corrodes democratic 
norms and deepens social divisions. Up-
holding the rule of  law requires not just ar-
rests but a moral rejection of  violence in all 
forms.

The Raipur incident is not an isolated 
event but part of  a larger pattern where 
vigilantism is reframed as cultural asser-
tion. Addressing this trend demands politi-
cal courage, consistent enforcement, and a 
reaffirmation that justice cannot be subor-
dinated to ideology.
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Venezuela Crisis Escalates As US Claims Capture 
Of President Maduro

Global geopolitics was 
shaken by an unprece-
dented announcement 
from US President Don-
ald Trump claiming that 
Venezuelan President 
Nicolás Maduro and his 
wife had been “captured” 
and flown out of  the coun-
try following a large-scale 
American military opera-
tion. The statement im-
m e d i a t e l y  t r i g g e r e d 
shockwaves across diplo-
matic circles, raising se-
rious concerns about sov-
ereignty, international 
law, and regional stabili-
ty. Caracas swiftly reject-

ed the claim, stating that 
it had no confirmation of  
Maduro’s whereabouts 
and demanding “proof  of  
life.” In response, Vene-
zuela declared a national 
emergency and accused 
the United States of  com-
mitting a grave act of  mil-
itary aggression.

Reports emerging from 
Venezuela painted a trou-
bling picture. Loud explo-
sions were heard across 
Caracas, power outages 
affected areas near major 
military bases, and vide-
os circulating online 
showed fires and heavy 

security movement. US 
naval and aerial deploy-
ments in the Caribbean 
further signalled a dra-
matic escalation. Ana-
lysts have compared the 
scale and nature of  the 
operation to the 1989 US 
invasion of  Panama, 
marking one of  the most 
direct American inter-
ventions in Latin Ameri-
ca in decades.

Washington justified 
its actions by citing al-
leged links between the 
Maduro regime and inter-
national drug trafficking 
networks, uncontrolled 

migration flows into the 
US, and “narco-terror-
ism.” Trump has repeat-
edly accused Maduro of  
leading criminal organi-
sations that threaten US 
national security. Vene-
z u e l a ,  h oweve r,  h a s 
strongly rejected these 
claims, asserting that the 
intervention is a calcu-
lated attempt at regime 
change aimed at securing 
influence over the coun-
try’s vast oil reserves—
the largest proven re-
serves in the world.

The crisis has reignited 
debates over unilateral 

military action and its le-
gality under internation-
al law. If  confirmed, the 
capture of  a sitting head 
of  state by a foreign pow-
er would represent a dra-
matic rupture of  global 
norms, undermining the 
principles of  sovereignty 
enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter. Beyond 
Venezuela, the incident 
risks destabilising Latin 
America, emboldening 
external interventions, 
and setting a dangerous 
precedent for the future 
o f  g l o b a l  c o n f l i c t 
resolution.

Why The United States 
Launched A Direct Strike 

Against Venezuela

The US strike on Venezuela appears 
to be the culmination of  months of  es-
calating pressure rather than a sud-
den decision. Over the past year, 
Washington has intensified economic 
sanctions, expanded naval patrols in 
the Caribbean, seized oil tankers, and 
carried out targeted strikes against 
vessels allegedly linked to drug smug-
gling. President Trump has framed 
these actions as part of  a broader cam-
paign against transnational crime, mi-
gration, and “narco-terrorism.”

Central to the US narrative is the ac-
cusation that Nicolás Maduro leads 
the so-called “Cartel de los Soles,” an 
alleged drug trafficking network oper-
ating through Venezuelan institu-
tions. Trump has also linked Venezue-
la to the surge in migrants at the US 
southern border, claiming—without 
providing evidence—that Caracas de-
liberately encouraged migration to 
destabilise American society. The Ven-
ezuelan government has categorically 
denied these allegations, calling them 
f a b r i c a t e d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r 
intervention.

The reported capture of  Maduro 
marks a decisive shift from indirect 
pressure to overt military action. 

American forces reportedly destroyed 
suspected cartel infrastructure, seized 
oil shipments, and formally declared 
an “armed conflict” with transnation-
al criminal networks. Such a declara-
tion blurs the distinction between law 
enforcement operations and acts of  
war, raising alarms among legal ex-
perts and international observers.

Critics argue that the operation dan-
gerously conflates counter-narcotics 
enforcement with regime change. 
While Washington presents the strike 
as a security necessity, opponents 
warn that unilateral military actions 
erode international norms and weak-
en global institutions designed to re-
solve conflicts peacefully. There is also 
concern that such actions could in-
spire similar interventions by other 
powers, normalising force as a tool of  
political change.

In the long run, the US strike risks 
deepening regional instability, hard-
ening anti-American sentiment, and 
complicating diplomatic efforts to ad-
dress Venezuela’s humanitarian cri-
sis. Rather than resolving underlying 
problems, the intervention may create 
new fault lines in an already fragile 
geopolitical landscape.

Trump’s Iran Protest Warning Raises Fears Of Wider 
Middle East Conflict

Nicolás Maduro’s political journey 
is one of  the most striking transfor-
mations in modern Latin American 
history. Born into modest circum-
stances, Maduro began his career as 
a bus driver and trade union organ-
iser. His rise was propelled by his 
close association with Hugo Chávez 
and the Bolivarian revolution, which 
positioned him as Chávez’s chosen 
successor.

After assuming office in 2013, Ma-
duro inherited a deeply polarised na-
tion. Over the years, his presidency 
became defined by economic collapse, 
hyperinflation, widespread shortages 
of  food and medicine, and the mass 
migration of  millions of  Venezue-
lans. International sanctions further 
strained the economy, while political 
repression drew condemnation from 
human rights groups.

Supporters portray Maduro as a 
leader who resisted American imperi-
alism and defended national sover-
eignty. Critics, however, accuse him 
of  authoritarianism, dismantling 
democratic institutions, and misman-
aging the economy. Elections under 
his rule were widely disputed, deep-
ening Venezuela’s international 
isolation.

If  confirmed, Maduro’s reported 
US-led capture represents a dramatic 
and controversial end to his rule. It 
leaves Venezuela at a crossroads, fac-
ing uncertainty over leadership, le-
gitimacy, and governance. Whether 
this moment leads to stability or pro-
longed chaos will shape Venezuela’s 
future—and serve as a defining case 
study in the consequences of  power, 
resistance, and intervention in global 
politics.

From Bus Driver To Strongman: 
The Rise And Fall Of Nicolás 

Maduro

P re s i d e n t  T r u m p ’s 
warning that the United 
States would intervene if  
Iranian authorities kill 
peaceful protesters has 
significantly heightened 
tensions in the Middle 
East. Tehran swiftly con-
demned the statement as 
“reckless and dangerous,” 
accusing Washington of  
interference in Iran’s in-
ternal affairs. Iranian 
leaders warned that any 
American action would 
provoke a decisive re-
sponse and destabilise the 
entire region.

The protests in Iran 
have been driven by 
worsening economic con-
ditions, currency devalu-
ation, rising unemploy-
m e n t ,  a n d  p u b l i c 
frustration with govern-
ance. Demonstrations 
have spread across multi-
ple cities, leading to clash-
es with security forces 
and re por ted deaths. 
While Trump framed his 
remarks as support for 
democratic rights and hu-
man dignity, Iran views 
them as a pretext for for-

eign intervention.
Given the history of  US-

Iran relations—marked by 
sanctions, proxy conflicts, 
a n d  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y 
strikes—the rhetoric car-
ries serious risks. Even 
without immediate action, 

such statements can esca-
late tensions, encourage 
hardline responses, and 
increase the likelihood of  
miscalculation. Regional 
actors, already navigating 
conflicts in Gaza, Yemen, 
and Syria, fear that a US-

Iran confrontation could 
ignite a broader crisis.

The episode highlights 
the delicate balance be-
tween advocating human 
rights and respecting na-
tional sovereignty. While 
inter national concer n 

over protester safety is le-
gitimate, threats of  inter-
vention can undermine 
diplomatic solutions and 
empower hardliners on 
both sides. In a volatile re-
gion, words alone can car-
ry the weight of  weapons.

Swiss Ski Resort Fire Tragedy Highlights Risks Of 
Festive Negligence

The tragic New Year’s 
Eve fire at a bar in Switzer-
land’s Crans-Montana ski 
resort has plunged the 
country into mourning, 
with at least 40 people 
killed and more than 100 
injured. Authorities have 
identified the first four vic-
tims, many of  whom were 
teenagers, underscoring 
the devastating human 
cost of  safety failures dur-
ing festive celebrations. 
The incident has shocked 
a nation known for strict 
regulations and high safe-
ty standards.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the fire 
was triggered by sparklers 
attached to champagne 
bottles, which ignited the 
ceiling of  the crowded ven-
ue. Once the fire started, it 
spread rapidly, trapping 
patrons inside amid smoke 
and chaos. Survivors de-

scribed scenes of  panic as 
people struggled to escape 
the inferno, highlighting 
how quickly celebrations 
can turn into tragedy 
when safety precautions 

are ignored.
The process of  identify-

ing victims has been slow 
and painful due to the se-
verity of  burns suffered by 
many. Families continue to 

wait for news, compound-
ing the emotional toll of  
the disaster. Memorials, 
flowers, and messages of  
grief  have appeared across 
the resort, reflecting a col-

lective sense of  loss and 
disbelief.

Beyond individual grief, 
the tragedy has sparked a 
nationwide debate on pub-
lic safety. Questions are be-
ing raised about fire safety 
enforcement, emergency 
exits, crowd management, 
and the use of  hazardous 
celebratory items in en-
closed spaces. Tourist-
heavy regions, particular-
ly during peak holiday 
seasons, face unique risks 
that demand stricter over-
sight and enforcement.

The Crans-Montana fire 
serves as a stark reminder 
that festive negligence can 
have irreversible conse-
quences. It underscores 
the need for vigilance, re-
sponsible event manage-
ment, and proactive regu-
lation to ensure that 
celebrations do not come 
at the cost of  human lives.
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Excise Duty Shock Triggers ITC Downgrades And 
Earnings Cuts

ITC has come under signifi-
cant pressure following a sharp 
hike in excise duty on ciga-
rettes, prompting several bro-
kerages to downgrade the stock 
and revise earnings estimates 
downward for FY27 and FY28. 
The move has reignited con-
cerns over regulatory unpre-
dictability, a long-standing risk 
associated with tobacco compa-
nies, even those with strong 
fundamentals.

For several years, a stable 
and predictable excise duty re-
gime had benefited ITC and 
other organised players. Lower 
and steady taxes encouraged 
consumers to shift away from 
the unorganised and illicit cig-
arette market, improving vol-
umes and margins for legal 
manufacturers. This environ-
ment allowed ITC to generate 
strong cash flows, which in 
turn supported diversification 
into FMCG, hotels,  paper-
boards, and agri-business.

The latest duty hike, howev-
er, is viewed as a structural 
policy shift rather than a one-
off  adjustment. Analysts fear 
that higher prices could lead to 
volume contraction, increased 
downtrading, and a resurgence 
of  illicit trade, which remains 
highly price-sensitive. As a re-
sult, brokerages have cut mar-
gin assumptions and lowered 
target prices, reflecting weaker 
earnings visibility.

While ITC’s diversified port-

folio provides some insulation, 
cigarettes continue to contrib-
ute a disproportionate share of  
profits.  Growth in FMCG, 
though improving, has not yet 
reached a scale sufficient to 
fully offset potential weakness 
in the core tobacco business. 
This imbalance explains why 
regulatory shocks still have an 
outsized impact on investor 

sentiment toward the stock.
The episode underscores a 

broader lesson for investors: 
regulatory risk can materially 
alter the outlook even for com-
panies with strong balance 
sheets and dominant market 
positions. Policy stability re-
mains critical for long-term 
capital allocation decisions, 
particularly in sectors exposed 

t o  t a x a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l 
regulation.

For ITC, the challenge now 
lies in navigating near-term 
earnings pressure while accel-
erating growth in non-cigarette 
businesses. For investors, the 
development serves as a re-
minder that valuation comfort 
can quickly erode when policy 
assumptions change.

ChinaAMC’s ETF Listings Signal 
Deeper Asian Capital Market 

Integration

China Asset Management Company’s 
listing of  depository receipts linked to 
its CSI 300 and STAR 50 ETFs on the 
Thai stock exchange marks a signifi-
cant step in cross-border capital market 
integration within Asia. The move ena-
bles Thai investors to gain exposure to 
China’s core economic and technology 
assets without navigating complex 
overseas investment regulations.

The CSI 300 ETF represents China’s 
large-cap universe, often viewed as a 
barometer of  the country’s economic 
health. In contrast, the STAR 50 ETF fo-
cuses on strategic emerging industries 
such as semiconductors, advanced 
manufacturing, and biomedicine, align-
ing with China’s push for technological 
self-reliance.

By offering both products simultane-
ously, ChinaAMC provides a balanced 
investment proposition combining sta-
bility and innovation. This “core assets 

plus hard tech” strategy caters to inves-
tors seeking long-term growth while 
managing volatility.

The development also reflects strong 
regional interest in Chinese assets de-
spite global trade tensions and geopo-
litical risks. Southeast Asian investors, 
in particular, are increasingly diversi-
fying portfolios within Asia rather than 
relying heavily on Western markets.

From a policy perspective, the 
move aligns with China’s broader 
goal of  internationalising its capital 
markets under the Belt and Road 
framework. It enhances financial 
connectivity and positions Chinese 
asset managers as global players.

Overall, the listings signal a ma-
turing Asian financial ecosystem 
where regional capital flows deep-
en, offering investors diversified ac-
cess to the world’s second-largest 
economy.

Record High Indices Mask Deeper Market 
Trends As Nifty And Sensex Rally

Indian equity markets ended 
the session at fresh record levels, 
with the Nifty closing above 
26,300 and the Sensex gaining 
over 550 points. On the surface, 
the rally appeared broad-based 
and confident, driven by strong 
global cues, aggressive buying in 
banking and metal stocks, and 
continued optimism around In-
dia’s macroeconomic fundamen-
tals. However, a deeper look re-
veals that the surge in headline 
indices masks important under-
lying divergences within the 
market.

The rally was led primarily by 
heavyweight stocks in the bank-
ing, financial services, and met-
als sectors. Strong balance 
sheets, improving asset quality, 

and expectations of  sustained 
credit growth have kept banking 
stocks firmly in favour with in-
stitutional investors. Metal 
stocks benefited from firm global 
commodity prices and optimism 
around infrastructure spending. 
Meanwhile, FMCG stocks lagged 
due to margin pressures caused 
by higher input costs and muted 
volume growth.

Macroeconomic indicators 
also played a supportive role. Ro-
bust GST collections, relatively 
stable inflation expectations, and 
continued confidence in domes-
tic consumption reinforced the 
narrative of  India as a resilient 
growth economy amid global un-
certainty. Additionally, technical 
analysts highlighted a decisive 

breakout from a prolonged con-
solidation phase, which trig-
gered momentum-based buying 
by traders and algorithmic 
funds.

Despite these positives, the 
rally was far from uniform. Mid-
cap and small-cap stocks saw 
limited participation, with 
many remaining under pres-
sure. This divergence suggests 
that while large-cap stocks con-
tinue to attract foreign institu-
tional investor (FII) flows due to 
their stability and liquidity, 
broader market confidence re-
mains cautious. Valuations in 
several segments are stretched, 
and investors appear unwilling 
to chase risk without clear earn-
ings visibility.

This pattern highlights an im-
portant reality: index move-
ments alone do not fully reflect 
market health. A narrow rally 
driven by a handful of  stocks can 
inflate benchmarks without im-
proving overall investor wealth. 
For the rally to be sustainable, 
earnings growth must catch up 
with valuations, particularly 
outside the top-tier companies.

In essence, the record highs 
reflect faith in India’s long-
term growth story, but they also 
underscore the need for cau-
tious optimism. Without broad-
er participation and consistent 
earnings delivery, elevated in-
dices may struggle to maintain 
momentum over the medium 
term.

Castrol India Open Offer Unlikely 
To Spark Major Stock Re-Rating

Stonepeak’s open offer to acquire a 
26% stake in Castrol India at ₹194.04 per 
share has elicited a muted response 
from market participants. The offer 
price represents only a marginal pre-
mium over the prevailing market price, 
limiting its ability to act as a catalyst for 
a significant stock re-rating.

Typically, open offers generate enthu-
siasm when they provide a substantial 
premium or signal operational transfor-
mation. In this case, analysts argue that 
the modest premium reflects the ab-
sence of  immediate value creation op-
portunities. The transaction is largely 
seen as a strategic exit for BP rather 

than a turnaround story.
Castrol India continues to face struc-

tural challenges. Intense competition in 
the lubricants market has compressed 
margins, while the gradual shift toward 
electric vehicles threatens long-term de-
mand for engine lubricants. These in-
dustry-wide headwinds outweigh the 
short-term impact of  a change in 
ownership.

While the open offer provides down-
side support, it does not fundamentally 
alter growth prospects. Analysts there-
fore expect limited upside, reinforcing 
the view that sector dynamics matter 
more than corporate actions.

Deepa Jewellers IPO Reflects Growing Formalisation Of 
Gold Jewellery Sector

Deepa Jewellers’ decision to 
file draft IPO papers with SEBI 
to raise ₹250 crore reflects the 
steady formalisation underway 
in India’s traditionally frag-
mented gold jewellery sector. 
The Hyderabad-based company 
operates as a B2B designer, pro-
cessor, and supplier of  hall-
marked gold jewellery, with a 
strong footprint across southern 
India.

The proposed IPO consists of  
a fresh issue aimed largely at 
funding working capital require-
ments, highlighting the invento-
ry-intensive nature of  the jewel-

lery business. Gold jewellery 
firms require substantial capital 
to procure, maintain, and scale 
inventory, making access to pub-
lic markets a strategic advan-
tage for expansion and stability.

Deepa Jewellers’ outsourced 
manufacturing model, support-
ed by a network of  skilled kari-
gars, allows it to scale opera-
tions without heavy capital 
expenditure. Its relationships 
with large retail chains such as 
Kalyan Jewellers and Joyaluk-
kas provide consistent demand 
and credibility, positioning the 
company well within the organ-

ised supply chain.
A key driver behind investor 

interest in such companies is the 
rising consumer preference for 
hallmarked and certified jewel-
lery. Increased awareness, regu-
latory enforcement, and trust 
issues with unorganised players 
have accelerated the shift to-
ward formal businesses. This 
trend has improved transparen-
cy and reduced systemic risk 
within the sector.

However, challenges remain. 
Margins are sensitive to fluctua-
tions in gold prices, and working 
capital cycles can stretch during 

volatile periods. Competition 
from larger integrated players 
also limits pricing power. De-
spite this, Deepa Jewellers’ 
steady revenue growth and ex-
panding customer network sug-
gest a viable long-term business 
model.

The IPO signals that capital 
markets are increasingly recep-
tive to regionally strong, niche 
players in traditional industries. 
It also reflects the broader theme 
of  formalisation, where legacy 
sectors adapt to compliance, 
s c a l e ,  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
funding.

Index Highs Hide Broad Market Pain As Majority 
Of Stocks Stay In Red

Despite benchmark indices hovering 
near record highs, nearly 60% of  the top 
1,000 listed stocks have delivered nega-
tive returns this year. This stark diver-
gence highlights the disconnect be-
tween headline indices and broader 
market reality.

Large-cap stocks have benefited from 
institutional inflows, while small- and 
mid-cap stocks have borne the brunt of  
valuation corrections and earnings dis-
appointments. The Nifty Smallcap 100 
remains significantly below its peak, 

reflecting cautious investor sentiment.
Retail investors have increasingly 

shifted funds toward IPOs, gold, and de-
rivatives trading, reducing liquidity in 
smaller stocks. Experts argue that a sus-
tainable recovery requires earnings 
growth rather than liquidity-driven 
rallies.

The current phase serves as a remind-
er that index performance can be mis-
leading and reinforces the importance 
of  stock selection and fundamentals in 
volatile markets.
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From Factory Floors To Code Editors A Quiet Story 
Of Self-Made Transformation

The story of  a Pune 
man transitioning from 
a vegetable processing 
factory to a full-stack de-
veloper role within just 
18 months is not a tale of  
overnight success, but 
one of  sustained disci-
pline in uncomfortable 
circumstances. Forced to 
drop out of  college due to 
financial hardship, he 
entered factory work 
that demanded long, 
physically exhausting 
10-hour shifts, leaving 
little room for optimism 
or upward mobility. For 
many, such conditions 
become permanent reali-
ties. What sets his jour-
ney apart is not privi-
lege, but persistence.

The tur ning point 
came through exposure 
to an idea rather than an 
institution — the belief  
that learning was acces-
sible beyond classrooms. 
Encouraged by a friend 
and inspired by the oft-
quoted notion that the 
internet democratises 
knowledge, he made a 
calculated decision to in-
vest in himself. Saving 
money to buy a laptop 
was itself  an act of  com-
mitment, reflecting the 
seriousness of  his in-
tent. With no formal 
background in technolo-
g y,  h e  b e g a n  f r o m 
scratch, navigating pro-
gramming documenta-

tion, tutorials, and pro-
ject-based learning.

The process was slow 
and uncertain. Unlike 
structured courses, self-
learning demanded self-
regulation, resilience, 
and the ability to con-
front repeated failure. 
Yet this unstructured ap-
proach also built adapt-
ability. Learning HTML 
and CSS laid the founda-
tion, while JavaScript 
and React introduced 
him to problem-solving 
and moder n develop-

ment practices. Backend 
technologies further ex-
panded his understand-
ing of  systems rather 
than just interfaces.

Securing an intern-
ship within a month was 
not a result of  mastery, 
but of  readiness to try. It 
reinforced a crucial les-
son: opportunity often 
rewards effort in motion, 
not perfection. Even per-
sonal setbacks — includ-
ing a serious medical 
emergency involving his 
grandfather — did not 

derail his trajectory. In-
stead, freelancing be-
came a bridge between 
instability and oppor-
tunity, allowing him to 
ear n,  lear n,  and re-
m a i n  e n g a g e d  w i t h 
technology.

Eventually, he secured 
a full-time role with a 
US-based firm operating 
in India. More than a ca-
reer shift, the transfor-
mation represents a re-
definition of  identity. 
His journey challenges 
the myth that success re-

quires ideal conditions, 
elite institutions, or ex-
pensive mentorship. In-
stead, it demonstrates 
that sustained focus over 
one or two difficult years 
can radically alter life 
direction.

In a society where eco-
nomic background often 
dictates opportunity, 
this story stands as qui-
et evidence that deter-
mination, when paired 
with accessible tools, 
can disrupt inherited 
limitations.

Flying Abroad For Cigarettes Shows How Logic Loses To 
Internet Performance

A viral suggestion that 
smokers could save mon-
ey by flying to Vietnam to 
buy cheaper cigarettes 
reveals much about the 
nature of  online dis-
course in the age of  viral-
ity. Framed as a humor-
ous financial “hack,” the 
post compared rising 
cigarette prices in India 
with lower prices abroad, 
concluding that bulk pur-
chases overseas could 
offset airfare costs. While 

designed to provoke 
amusement, the argu-
ment collapsed under 
minimal scrutiny.

At its core, the post 
demonstrated how finan-
cial reasoning detached 
from context becomes 
meaningless.  Health 
risks, legal limits, addic-
tion psychology, and 
practical feasibility were 
either ignored or trivial-
ised. Customs regula-
tions alone make the sug-

gestion impractical, as 
limits on tobacco imports 
would nullify any per-
ceived savings. More im-
portantly, the idea nor-
malised addiction by 
framing it as an expense 
management problem 
rather than a health 
issue.

The backlash was swift 
and instructive. Users 
highlighted the absurdi-
ty of  equating travel with 
consumption savings, 

while others criticised a 
registered investment ad-
viser for promoting 
harmful behaviour un-
der the guise of  financial 
literacy. The humour 
gave way to discomfort as 
the post exposed how eas-
ily social media can re-
ward attention-grabbing 
logic over responsible 
communication.

What made the debate 
resonate was not the sug-
gestion itself, but what it 

revealed about internet 
culture. Platforms priori-
tise novelty and provoca-
tion, often at the expense 
of  nuance. In such envi-
ronments, exaggerated 
ideas gain traction not 
because they are sensi-
ble, but because they are 
shareable.

The episode also high-
lighted how addiction 
distor ts  rationality. 
When dependency exists, 
even extreme actions can 
ap p e a r  j u s t i f i e d  i f  
framed as cost-saving. 
This blurring of  logic un-
derscores why public 
health conversations 
must address not just 
pricing, but behaviour 
and perception.

Ultimately, the post be-
came a mirror reflecting 
how online performance 
often overrides real-
world  reasoning.  I t 
served as a reminder that 
not all calculations be-
long on spreadsheets, 
and that financial intel-
ligence divorced from 
ethics,  le gality,  and 
health quickly becomes 
hollow.

When Artificial Intelligence 
Writes Fairy Tales Into Police 

Reports

The incident of  a Utah 
police report claiming an 
officer transformed into 
a frog might appear 
amusing, but it exposes 
serious questions about 
the deployment of  artifi-
cial intelligence in gov-
ernance. The error oc-
c u r r e d  w h e n  a n 
AI-assisted reporting 
tool  misinter pret ed 
background audio from a 
Disney movie, inserting 
fictional content into an 
official legal document.

While humorous, the 
implications are far from 
trivial. Police reports in-
fluence investigations, 
judicial proceedings, and 
public trust. Errors in 
such documents can 
have legal consequences, 
affecting evidence credi-
bility and institutional 

accountability. The epi-
sode illustrates how AI 
systems, when deployed 
without robust over-
sight, can undermine 
rather than enhance 
efficiency.

AI excels at pattern 
recognition, not context. 
Without human verifica-
tion, systems cannot dis-
tinguish between rele-
vant data and ambient 
noise. This limitation be-
comes critical in envi-
ronments where accura-
cy is non-negotiable. The 
incident highlights the 
danger of  treating AI as 
an authority rather than 
an assistant.

Credit must be given 
to  the de par tment’s 
transparency. By ac-
knowledging the mis-
take and explaining its 

cause, of ficials rein-
forced the principle that 
technology must remain 
accountable to human 
judgment. The willing-
ness to reconsider AI use 
ref lects  responsible 
governance.

As institutions in-
creasingly adopt auto-
mation, this case serves 
as a cautionary tale. Ef-
ficiency gains must not 
come at the expense of  
reliability. AI can reduce 
workload, but it cannot 
replace discernment.

T he “fro g  re por t” 
stands as a reminder 
that intelligence without 
context risks absurdity. 
In the rush toward auto-
mation,  institutions 
must remember that 
trust is built on accura-
cy, not speed.

Burnout Before Stability The 
Hidden Health Cost Of Tech 

Industry Pressure

The account of  a laid-
off  tech professional 
suffering stress-induced 
health issues challenges 
the polished narratives 
often associated with 
the technology sector. 
Entering the industry 
through campus place-
ment, he found himself  
in a workplace defined 
by layoffs, insecurity, 
and relentless perfor-
mance pressure. Surviv-
al, rather than growth, 
became the objective.

Working over 12 hours 
a day became routine, 
driven by fear rather 
than ambition. Yet ex-
treme ef fort did not 
guarantee stability. A 
layof f  followed by a 
high-pressure intern-
s h i p  o n ly  d e e p e n e d 

physical and emotional 
strain. Eventually, the 
body responded — fa-
tigue, anxiety, and hy-
p e r t e n s i o n  s e v e r e 
enough to require life-
long medication.

This story exposes a 
culture where overwork 
i s  n o r m a l i s e d  a n d 
health deterioration is 
treated as acceptable 
collateral. In an indus-
try obsessed with out-
put and scalability, hu-
man limits are often 
ignored until damage 
becomes irreversible.

The narrative is not 
unique, but it is rarely 
acknowledged. Burnout 
is frequently framed as 
a personal failing rath-
er than a systemic is-
sue. The pressure to re-

main employable  in 
volatile  markets en-
courages silence, even 
as health deteriorates.

The account serves as 
both warning and cri-
tique. It urges compa-
nies to reassess produc-
t iv i t y  m e t r i c s  a n d 
recognise that sustain-
able perfor mance re-
q u i r e s  s u s t a i n a b l e 
workloads. For workers, 
it reinforces the reality 
that  careers  are re-
placeable, but health is 
not.

In revealing the hid-
den cost of  tech ambi-
tion, the story calls for 
a redefinition of  suc-
cess — one that values 
longevity, balance, and 
well -being over con-
stant acceleration.

The NRI Dilemma Where Family Duty Collides With 
Global Mobility

A Reddit post by a Non-
Resident Indian ques-
tioning whether to re-
turn home for ageing 
parents encapsulates a 
conflict faced by millions 
in an increasingly glo-
balised world. The dilem-
ma is not merely logisti-
cal, but deeply emotional 
— balancing responsibil-
ity toward parents with 
aspirations for personal 
growth and future family 
stability.

Migration has long 
been associated with op-
portunity, but modern 
mobility carries a quiet-
er cost: distance from 
ageing loved ones. The 
post reflects how guilt in-
tensifies as parents grow 
older, even when they re-
main healthy. Technolo-
gy enables constant com-
munication, yet it cannot 
replace physical pres-
ence during medical 
emergencies, emotional 
crises, or moments of  
vulnerability.

Responses to the post 
revealed no singular 
truth. Some shared sto-
ries of  returning after 

family illness, emphasis-
ing presence over career 
continuity. Others ad-
vised planning rather 
than reacting — secur-
ing health insurance, 
building support sys-
tems, and preparing for 
eventual transitions. 
The diversity of  re-
sponses highlighted that 
such decisions resist 
universal answers.

What makes this di-
lemma particularly com-
plex is its emotional 
asymmetry. Professional 
setbacks can be rebuilt; 
missed time with par-
ents cannot. Yet return-
ing permanently carries 
its own costs — reduced 
opportunities, societal 
pressures, and concerns 
a b o u t  c h i l d r e n ’ s 
futures.

The post underscores 
that migration today is 
no longer just economic 
but psychological. Suc-
cess abroad does not 
eliminate the emotional 
pull of  home, nor does it 
absolve individuals from 
cultural expectations of  
caregiving. Instead, mi-
grants live in a state of  
constant negotiation be-
tween sel fhood and 

obligation.
Ultimately, the dilem-

ma reflects a broader hu-
man truth: progress of-
ten demands trade-offs 
that no amount of  plan-
ning can fully resolve. 
The NRI’s uncertainty is 
not weakness, but evi-
dence  of  emotional 
awareness in a world 
that increasingly values 
mobility over roots.



11 www.truepointnews.com

PLAY ZONE
HYDERABAD, SUNDAY, JANUARY, 04.01.2026

India’s 15-member ODI 
squad for the upcoming 
series against New Zea-
land reflects a selection 
philosophy driven less by 
sentiment and more by 
long-term planning, fit-
ness discipline, and role 
clarity. With Shubman 
Gill named captain, the 
selectors have reinforced 
their confidence in a 
younger leadership group, 

signalling a gradual tran-
sition away from depend-
ence on senior figures. 
Gill’s elevation is not 
merely symbolic; it re-
flects his consistency, tem-
perament, and growing 
stature as a three-format 
batter capable of  anchor-
ing the side through a 
transitional phase.

A key talking point re-
mains Shreyas Iyer’s con-

ditional return as vice-
captain. His inclusion, 
subject to fitness clear-
ance from the BCCI’s Cen-
tre of  Excellence, high-
lights the board’s firm 
stance on medical stand-
ards. Recent years have 
shown that talent alone no 
longer guarantees selec-
tion; physical readiness 
and durability are equally 
non-negotiable. This ap-

proach aims to prevent re-
curring injury cycles that 
have plagued India during 
major tournaments.

Rishabh Pant’s selec-
t ion,  despite  doubts 
around form and role clar-
ity, underlines the selec-
tors’ belief  in his game-
changing ability. Pant 
remains one of  the few 
Indian batters capable of  
altering a match’s mo-

mentum in a short span, 
particularly in the middle 
overs. His presence sug-
gests continuity over re-
actionary selection, allow-
ing him space to regain 
rhythm at the interna-
tional level.

In contrast, Mohammed 
Shami’s continued exclu-
sion has raised eyebrows. 
Despite impressive do-
mestic performances, his 
absence indicates that 
workload management 
and long-ter m fitness 
planning are being priori-
tised over immediate re-
turns. With major ICC 
tournaments ahead, the 
think tank appears un-
willing to risk overbur-
dening experienced fast 
bowlers.

Hardik Pandya’s omis-
sion due to bowling fit-
ness constraints further 
reinforces this cautious 
strategy. Rather than forc-
ing his return, the board 
has opted to protect a key 
all-rounder whose value 
peaks in T20 tour na-
ments. Mohammed Siraj’s 
return strengthens the 
pace attack, while the in-
clusion of  young names 
reflects an experimental 
approach.

Overall, the squad rep-
resents pragmatism over 
emotion, signalling a fu-
ture-focused strate g y 
where fitness, adaptabil-
ity,  and balance take 
precedence.

India U19s Show Depth And Resilience In Youth ODI 
Against South Africa

India’s Under-19 team 
once again showcased 
why the country remains 
a global powerhouse at the 
age-group level, producing 
a composed and resilient 
performance in the open-
ing Youth ODI against 
South Africa. After an ear-
ly collapse that left the 
team reeling at 67 for four, 
the innings could have 
easily spiralled further. 
Instead, India displayed 
maturity and discipline, 
hallmarks of  a well-struc-
tured youth system.

The partnership be-
tween RS Ambrish and 
Harvansh Pangalia proved 
to be the turning point. 
Rather than opting for 
reckless stroke play, both 
batters focused on rebuild-
ing patiently, rotating the 
strike and punishing loose 
deliveries. Pangalia’s flu-
ent 93 demonstrated at-
tacking intent without un-
necessary risk, while 
Ambrish’s composed 65 
provided stability. Togeth-
er, they stitched a crucial 
stand that shifted momen-
tum fir mly in India’s 
favour.

What stood out was not 

just the runs, but the tem-
perament on display. The 
ability to absorb pressure, 
reassess conditions, and 
execute a recovery plan 
speaks volumes about the 
coaching and mental con-
ditioning imparted at the 
junior level. This ap-
proach mirrors the de-
mands of  senior interna-

tional cricket,  where 
collapses are inevitable 
but recoveries define elite 
teams.

With the ball, Deepesh 
Devendran’s early break-
throughs dented South Af-
rica’s chase, ensuring In-
dia maintained control 
even after posting a com-
petitive total. His disci-

plined bowling showcased 
India’s depth beyond bat-
ting,  reinforcing the 
team’s balance.

C a p t a i n  Va i b h a v 
Suryavanshi, leading in 
the absence of  injured 
regulars, displayed calm 
decision-making  and 
tactical awareness. His 
leadership further high-

lighted the abundance of  
captaincy options within 
India’s youth setup.

The match reinforced a 
familiar narrative: India’s 
strength lies not in indi-
vidual brilliance alone, 
but in systemic develop-
ment that consistently 
produces adaptable, men-
tally strong cricketers.

Vijay Hazare Trophy Highlights 
Reflect India’s Domestic Depth

The Vijay Hazare Trophy contin-
ues to reaffirm its importance as 
the backbone of  India’s cricketing 
ecosystem. Recent performances 
across teams showcased not just 
individual brilliance, but the sheer 
depth of  talent operating beneath 
the international level.

Rishabh Pant’s unbeaten half-
century for Delhi marked a crucial 
return to form. At a time when 
scrutiny around his consistency 
has intensified, the innings served 
as a reminder of  his natural ability 
and match awareness. Rather than 
playing impulsively, Pant displayed 
restraint and maturity, rebuilding 
confidence through controlled 
aggression.

Axar Patel’s maiden List A cen-
tury for Gujarat further under-
lined his evolution as a cricketer. 
Long valued primarily for his 
bowling, Axar’s batting has stead-

ily improved, making him a genu-
ine all-round asset. His knock dem-
o n s t r a t e d  c o m p o s u r e,  s h o t 
selection, and leadership — quali-
ties that enhance his value across 
formats.

Equally impressive was Parth 
Vats’ all-round performance for 
Haryana, combining a century 
with three wickets. Such displays 
highlight the emergence of  multi-
dimensional cricketers capable of  
influencing matches in more than 
one discipline.

These performances underscore 
why domestic tournaments remain 
vital. They provide players with 
competitive exposure, opportuni-
ties to reinvent roles, and a path-
way back to national contention. 
The consistent quality on display 
ensures India’s bench strength re-
mains robust, allowing smooth 
transitions at the highest level.

Sport Meets Geopolitics As BCCI Asks KKR To Release 
Mustafizur Rahman

The BCCI’s directive 
asking Kolkata Knight 
Riders to release Bangla-
deshi pacer Mustafizur 
Rahman illustrates how 
modern sport often inter-
sects with geopolitics. 
While cricketing deci-
sions are ideally insulat-
ed from political consid-
e r a t i o n s ,  r e a l i t y 
frequently dictates other-
wise.  Mustafizur,  ac-
quired for a record ₹9.20 
crore, was expected to be 
a cornerstone of  KKR’s 
bowling strategy, particu-
larly in the death overs 
where his cutters and var-
iations thrive.

From a purely sporting 
perspective, his potential 
exit is a significant set-
back. KKR had invested 
heavily, both financially 
and tactically, in the left-
arm pacer. Losing him 
disrupts overseas combi-
nations, forces a reshuffle 
of  bowling roles, and cre-
ates uncertainty around 
squad balance. The finan-
cial implications also re-

main unclear, especially 
if  the franchise does not 
receive a full refund to re-

invest in a replacement.
The decision appears 

influenced by broader 

diplomatic tensions and 
public sentiment rather 
than on-field factors. 

While the BCCI has main-
tained that player availa-
bility is subject to pre-
vailing circumstances, 
the move reflects a cau-
t i o u s  s t a n c e  a m i d 
s t r a i n e d  r e g i o n a l 
dynamics.

Beyond the IPL, the sit-
uation raises concerns 
about the future of  India-
Bangladesh bilateral 
cricket ties. With series 
schedules already under 
review, this episode sug-
gests a cooling of  rela-
tions that could push en-
c o u n t e r s  t o  n e u t r a l 
venues or global events 
only.

Ultimately, the episode 
highlights an uncomfort-
able reality: cricket does 
not exist in isolation. Po-
litical developments, pub-
lic perception, and na-
tional sentiment can 
reshape sporting land-
scapes overnight, forcing 
administrators and fran-
chises to navigate chal-
lenges far beyond the 
boundary rope.

Hardik Pandya’s One-Man 
Show Redefines Match Impact 

In Limited-Overs Cricket

Hardik Pandya’s explosive 133 
for Baroda in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy was a textbook example of  
how individual brilliance can re-
define a limited-overs contest. 
Walking in at No. 7 with his team 
struggling, Pandya faced immense 
pressure. What followed was a cal-
culated assault that completely al-
tered the match narrative.

His innings was defined not just 
by raw power, but by situational 
awareness. Pandya initially as-
sessed conditions, absorbed pres-
sure, and waited for bowlers to 
err. Once set, he unleashed a bar-
rage of  strokes, including five six-
es in a single over, showcasing 
timing, balance, and confidence.

The contrast between Pandya’s 
score and the rest of  the batting 

lineup was striking, underlining 
how decisive one player can be in 
the modern game. His dominance 
turned a precarious position into 
a competitive total, exemplifying 
the value of  finishing ability in 
limited-overs cricket.

Beyond the numbers, the knock 
served as reassurance amid ongo-
ing discussions around his fitness 
and workload management. While 
his bowling remains carefully 
monitored, his batting prowess re-
mains undiminished.

Pandya’s  perfor mance was 
more than a highlight reel mo-
ment—it was a reminder that 
even in team sports, moments of  
individual excellence can shape 
outcomes and sustain belief  with-
in a side.

Selection Signals And Strategic Rest Shape 
India’s ODI Squad Against New Zealand
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Akhil Akkineni’s Lenin Unveils Bhagyashri Borse 
First Look as Bharathi

Tollywood excitement 
is reaching new heights 
as the makers of  Lenin, 
the highly anticipated 
action entertainer star-
ring Akhil Akkineni, 
have released the first 
look of  actress Bhag-
yashri Borse in her piv-
otal role as Bharathi. 
The reveal has created a 
buzz among fans, who 
are eager to see how her 
character fits into the 
narrative of  this much-
awaited film.

Produced by Akkineni 
Nagarjuna and Naga 
Vamsi under their re-
spective banners, Lenin 
is directed by Murali 
Kishor Abburu, known 
for his previous work on 
critically acclaimed pro-
jects. The production 
team has been carefully 
building anticipation 
for the film, and this 
first look is the latest 
step in its promotional 
campaign.

The first look poster 
highlights Bhagyashri 
Borse as Bharathi, pre-
senting her as both 
charming and strong, 
hinting at her charac-
ter’s emotional signifi-
cance in Akhil’s journey. 
The makers have intro-
duced her as “the love of  
Lenin,” immediately 
sparking discussions 
among audiences about 
the chemistry she will 
share with Akhil on 

screen.
Fans have been par-

ticularly attentive to this 
casting update, especial-
ly after reports that the 
original female lead, Sre-
eleela, could not take up 
the role due to schedul-

ing conflicts. Bhagyashri 
stepping into the role has 
only heightened curiosi-
ty, as viewers are eager 
to see how her perfor-
mance will complement 
Akhil’s intense portrayal 
of  the protagonist.

In addition to the first 
look, the filmmakers 
have also teased the re-
lease of  the film’s first 
single, which is expected 
to provide a musical 
glimpse into the story’s 
emotional and dramatic 

tone. The combination of  
action, romance, and 
music is already generat-
ing excitement among 
audiences across social 
media platforms.

Lenin is slated for a 
summer 2026 theatrical 
release, promising to be 
one of  the major Telugu 
films of  the year. Set 
against the gritty back-
drop of  the Rayalaseema 
region, the movie fea-
tures music by the ac-
claimed composer Tha-
man, cinematography by 
Naveen Kumar, and edit-
ing by Navin Nooli. The 
ensemble of  technical 
talent, combined with 
Akhil and Bhagyashri’s 
on-screen presence, is ex-
pected to make the film a 
memorable cinematic 
experience.

With this first look 
generating significant 
traction, it is clear that 
Lenin is positioning it-
self  as a must-watch 
film. Bhagyashri Borse’s 
portrayal of  Bharathi 
has already left a strong 
impression, setting the 
stage for one of  Tolly-
wood’s most anticipated 
releases in 2026. Audi-
ences are now eagerly 
waiting for the trailer 
and the first song re-
lease, which will provide 
a deeper glimpse into the 
story and the dynamic 
b e t w e e n  t h e  l e a d 
characters.

Vijay’s Last Movie Jan Neta Trailer Released — Fans 
Excited for His Grand Farewell

The trailer for Jan 
Neta, the Hindi version 
of  superstar Thalapathy 
Vijay’s final film Jana 
Nayagan, has officially 
dropped, sending fans 
into a frenzy across In-
dia. Released on January 
3, the trailer marks the 
beginning of  the promo-
tional journey for what is 
being widely anticipated 
as Vijay’s cinematic 
swan song before his full-
time entry into politics.

Directed by acclaimed 
filmmaker H. Vinoth and 
produced by KVN Pro-
ductions, Jan Neta prom-
ises a gripping political 
action drama. The trailer 
showcases Vijay in his 
signature stylish avatar, 
delivering intense dia-
logues, high-octane ac-
tion sequences, and emo-
t i o n a l l y  c h a r g e d 
moments that hint at a 
story of  power, sacrifice, 
and leadership. Key se-
quences, including Vijay 
confronting his adversar-
ies and escaping captivi-
ty, have already become 
the center of  discussions 
among fans and film crit-
ics alike.

In a strategic move to 
cater to a pan-Indian au-
dience, the film has been 
simultaneously promot-
ed in multiple languages. 
While Jana Nayagan rep-
resents the Tamil ver-
sion, the Telugu version 
is titled Jana Nayakudu, 
and the Hindi adaptation 
is called Jan Neta. This 
multi-lingual approach 
has helped expand Vi-
jay’s reach and created 
nationwide excitement, 
especially among audi-
ences unfamiliar with 
Tamil cinema.

The film features a 
star-studded ensemble 
cast, with Pooja Hegde 
playing the female lead 
and Bobby Deol portray-
ing a formidable antago-
nist. Veteran actors in-
cluding Prakash Raj, 
Priyamani, Narain, and 
G a u t h a m  Va s u d e v 
Menon lend depth to the 
supporting roles, prom-
ising strong perfor-
mances alongside Vi-
j a y ’ s  c o m m a n d i n g 
screen presence.

Music plays a key role 
in amplifying the trail-
er’s dramatic beats, with 

composer Anirudh Ravi-
chander’s score height-
ening tension and emo-
tion. Several songs from 
the soundtrack have al-
ready created buzz, with 
fans eagerly sharing 
their favorite sequences 
on social media, further 
building anticipation for 
the film’s release.

Jan Neta is slated for a 
grand theatrical release 

on January 9, 2026, coin-
ciding with the festive 
Pongal weekend, one of  
the most lucrative peri-
ods in the Indian film cal-
endar. Advance ticket 
bookings indicate strong 
audience interest, sug-
gesting that Vijay’s fare-
well film could open to 
m a s s iv e  b o x - o f f i c e 
collections.

With the trailer now in 

circulation, fans and in-
dustry insiders are dis-
secting every frame, ea-
ger to witness Vijay’s 
final performance on the 
big screen. Expectations 
are sky-high for a film 
that not only promises 
thrilling entertainment 
but also serves as a fit-
ting farewell for one of  
Indian cinema’s most be-
loved stars.

Vijay Sethupathi’s Silent Film Gandhi 
Talks Set for January 30 Release

Excitement is building 
among fans as the unique 
silent film Gandhi Talks, 
starring Vijay Sethu-
pathi, Aditi Rao Hydari, 
Arvind Swamy, and Sid-
dharth Jadhav, has offi-
cially locked in its theat-
rical release for January 
30, 2026. The date holds 
symbolic significance, 
coinciding with Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s death anni-
versary, adding an addi-
tional layer of  resonance 
to the project.

Directed by Kishore 
Belekar, Gandhi Talks is 
an unconventional cine-
matic experiment that 
relies entirely on visual 
storytelling, expressive 
performances, and evoc-
ative music instead of  
spoken dialogue. The 
filmmakers aim to deliv-
er a powerful narrative 
through emotion, image-
ry, and sound, harkening 
back to the earliest forms 
of  cinema while intro-
ducing audiences to a 
modern, experimental 
take.

The announcement 
was accompanied by the 
release of  a teaser, which 
has already created a 
buzz among audiences. 
Early reactions suggest 

that the film’s silent for-
mat does not limit its im-
pact; instead, it intensi-
f i e s  t h e  e m o t i o n a l 
resonance of  the story. 
The trailer highlights 
strong perfor mances 
from the ensemble cast, 
indicating that the char-
acters will carry depth, 
nuance, and relatability 
despite the absence of  
dialogue.

Vi j ay  S e t h u p a t h i , 
known for his versatility 
and compelling screen 
presence, leads the cast, 
while Aditi Rao Hydari 
and Arvind Swamy bring 
additional star power 
and credibility.  Sid-
dharth Jadhav also plays 
a key role, enhancing the 
film’s dynamic and emo-
tional range. Fans are 
particularly eager to see 
how this combination of  
talent translates into a 
silent narrative that de-
mands expressive acting 
a n d  s t r o n g  v i s u a l 
storytelling.

Adding to the anticipa-
tion is the film’s musical 
score, which plays a cen-
tral role in conveying 
mood, emotion, and pac-
ing. Music in Gandhi 
Talks essentially serves 
as the “voice” of  the film, 

g u i d i n g  a u d i e n c e s 
through the story in 
place of  spoken words. 
The blend of  sound and 
imagery is expected to 
create a fully immersive 
cinematic experience.

The narrative report-
edly combines elements 
of  black comedy and so-
cial commentary, explor-
ing the contrast between 
Gandhi’s ideals and con-
temporary societal is-
sues. This thematic rich-
ness, paired with the 
experimental format, 
makes Gandhi Talks one 
of  the most intriguing 
and unconventional 
films on the 2026 release 
slate.

Silent films are ex-
tremely rare in mod-
ern Indian cinema, and 
this bold approach po-
sitions Gandhi Talks 
as a milestone in con-
temporary storytell -
ing. With a stellar cast, 
i n n ovat ive  c o n c e p t , 
and carefully crafted 
visual narrative, audi-
e n c e s  a r e  e a g e r l y 
counting down to the 
film’s release on Janu-
ary 30, ready to experi-
e n c e  Vi j a y  S e t h u -
p a t h i ’s  d a r i n g  n e w 
cinematic venture.

Chiranjeevi’s Mana Shankara Vara Prasad Garu Trailer to Release 
Tomorrow; Sankranti Buzz Builds

Tollywood megastar 
Chiranjeevi is back in the 
spotlight as the highly 
anticipated trailer for his 
upcoming action family 
e n t e r t a i n e r  M a n a 
Shankara Vara Prasad 
Garu is set to release to-
morrow, January 4, 2026. 
The announcement has 
sent waves of  excitement 
through fan communi-
ties, as audiences eagerly 
await the first glimpse of  
Chiranjeevi in this fes-
tive season blockbuster.

The trailer launch 
event is scheduled to take 
place in Tirupati, where 
the team will host a spe-
cial unveiling before 
making the trailer pub-
licly available later in the 
day. This early promo-
tional activity sets the 
stage for the film’s grand 
release, slated for Janu-
ary 12, 2026, coinciding 
with the Sankranti festi-
val, one of  the most lu-
crative periods for Telu-
gu cinema.

Directed by hit-maker 

Anil Ravipudi, the film 
promises a blend of  high-
octane action, heartfelt 
emotion, and family-ori-
ented drama — a combi-
nation that has become a 
hallmark of  the direc-
tor’s work. Fans are par-
ticularly excited to see 
Chiranjeevi in a role that 
balances intensity with 
warmth, showcasing his 
versatility and enduring 
box-office appeal.

The film boasts a star-
studded cast, with Nayan-
thara playing the female 
lead and Venkatesh in a 
pivotal role, marking a 
rare collaboration be-
tween two of  Telugu cin-
ema’s most beloved stars. 
Catherine Tresa also ap-
pears in a supporting 
role, completing an en-
semble that has already 
raised  expectat ions 
among audiences.

Promotions have stead-
ily built momentum, with 
the release of  hit songs 
such as Meesala Pilla and 
Sasirekha, which have 

captivated fans and gen-
erated excitement ahead 
of  the  trai ler.  T he 
soundtrack, composed by 
Bheems Ceciroleo, com-
bines dynamic visuals 
and catchy music, ensur-
ing audiences remain en-
gaged as the release date 
approaches.

Industry experts view 
the trailer release as a 
critical moment in build-
ing hype for the Sankran-
ti season, a prime win-

dow for commercial 
success. With several ma-
jor films set to release 
during the festival, the 
trailer is expected to play 
a decisive role in drawing 
audiences to theaters.

Social media is already 
buzzing with speculation 
about the film’s storyline, 
Chiranjeevi’s action se-
quences, and the dynam-
ics between the lead char-
acters. Fans are eagerly 
counting down the hours 

to the trailer launch, 
which promises the first 
full look at the film’s vis-
uals, performances, and 
festive energy.

As anticipation peaks, 
Mana Shankara Vara 
Prasad Garu is shaping 
up to be one of  the most 
talked-about releases of  
the Sankranti season, 
promising a perfect mix 
of  action, drama, and en-
tertainment for audienc-
es of  all ages.

Ranveer Singh & Anushka Sharma’s 
Band Baaja Baaraat Set for 

Theatrical Re Release on January 16

Bollywood fans have a 
reason to celebrate as the 
beloved romantic comedy 
Band Baaja Baaraat, star-
ring Ranveer Singh and 
Anushka Sharma, is set 
for a special theatrical re-
release on January 16, 
2026. The announcement 
has sparked excitement 
across social media, with 
both longtime fans and 
new audiences eager to 
revisit or experience the 
film for the first time on 
the big screen.

Originally released in 
December 2010, Band 
Baaja Baaraat marked 
the acting debut of  Ran-
veer Singh and quickly 
became a modern classic. 
Directed by Maneesh 
Sharma and produced by 
Yash Raj Films, the movie 
follows two Delhi Univer-
sity graduates, Shruti 
and Bittoo, who start a 
wedding planning busi-
ness. Their entrepreneur-
ial journey is filled with 
chaos, humor, and ro-
mance, capturing the vi-
brancy of  youth and 
ambition.

The decision to re-re-
lease the film more than a 
decade after its initial de-
but is part of  a growing 
trend in Indian cinema to 
celebrate iconic films 
that continue to resonate 
across generations. The 
film’s enduring charm 
lies in its relatable sto-
ryline, lively humor, and 
the memorable chemistry 
between Ranveer and 
Anushka, which remains 
one of  the most celebrat-
ed pairings in contempo-
rary Bollywood.

Music is another high-
light of  Band Baaja 
B a a r a a t ,  w i t h  i t s 
soundtrack featuring en-
ergetic dance numbers 
and catchy tracks that 

became instant hits. 
Songs like “Ainvayi Ain-
vayi” and “Tera Hone 
Laga Hoon” contributed 
to the film’s popularity, 
and fans are especially 
excited to relive these 
iconic moments in a the-
atrical setting, where 
the music and visuals 
have an even greater 
impact.

The re-release also 
aligns with Ranveer Sin-
gh’s current box-office 
success, allowing audi-
ences to witness his ear-
ly work while celebrat-
i n g  t h e  a c t o r ’ s 
remarkable journey over 
the years. The film con-
tinues to be admired for 
its storytelling, perfor-

mances, and ability to 
capture the essence of  
young love and ambi-
tion, making it a perfect 
choice for a nostalgic 
theatre experience.

Major multiplex chains 
across the country are ex-
pected to screen the film, 
offering multiple show-
times for viewers eager to 
enjoy this Bollywood clas-
sic on the big screen once 
again. With its combina-
tion of  humor, romance, 
music, and star power, 
Band Baaja Baaraat 
promises to recapture 
hearts and remind audi-
ences why it remains one 
of  the most cherished ro-
mantic comedies in re-
cent Bollywood history.


