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Hyderabad, 27 
January 2026 (TPN 
Bureau)

Hy d e r a b a d 
The Telan-
gana State 
E l e c t i o n 

Commission on Tues-
day announced the 
schedule for the 2026 
Municipal Elections, 
setting in motion the 
electoral process for ur-
ban local bodies across 
the state. The elections 
will be held in 116 mu-
nicipalities and seven 
municipal corpora-
tions, covering lakhs of  
voters and thousands 
of  wards.

According to the no-
tification issued by 
State Election Commis-
sioner Rani Kumudini, 
the process of  filing 
nominations will begin 
on January 28 and con-
tinue till January 30. 
The scrutiny of  nomi-

nations will be con-
ducted on January 31, 
while candidates will 
be allowed to withdraw 
their nominations up 
to February 3.

Polling for all munic-
ipalities and municipal 
corporations will take 
place in a single phase 
on February 11, 2026, 
from 7.00 am to 5.00 pm. 
In the event of  any re-
poll requirement, Feb-
ruary 12 has been kept 
as a reserve day. The 
counting of  votes will 
be held on February 13, 
and results are expect-
ed to be declared the 
same day.

With the announce-
ment of  the election 
schedule, the Model 
Code of  Conduct has 
come into force across 
the state with immedi-
ate effect. The code will 
remain in place until 
the completion of  the 
election process, re-

stricting announce-
ments, transfers, and 
policy decisions by the 
government that could 
influence voters.

The municipal elec-
tions are expected to 
witness keen political 
competition, as they 
play a crucial role in 
shaping urban govern-
ance, infrastructure de-
velopment, sanitation, 
water supply, and other 
civic services. Political 
parties have already 
begun preparatory ac-
tivities, including can-
didate selection and 
grassroots mobilisa-
tion, ahead of  the nom-
ination process.

The State Election 
Commission has direct-
ed district administra-
tions and election offi-
cials to ensure that all 
necessary arrange-
ments are made for the 
smooth conduct of  
polls. Adequate securi-

ty measures, polling 
staff  deployment, and 
voter facilitation steps 
are being planned to 
guarantee a free, fair, 
and peaceful election.

Officials stated that 
special attention will 
be given to voter aware-
ness, accessibility at 
polling stations, and 
adherence to election 
guidelines. After the 
completion of  ward-
level elections, the pro-
cess for electing chair-
persons, mayors, and 
deputy mayors in mu-
nicipalities and corpo-
rations will follow as 
per the rules.

The 2026 municipal 
elections are being 
seen as a key political 
exercise in Telangana, 
as the results are ex-
pected to reflect public 
sentiment on govern-
ance and development 
issues in urban areas 
across the state.

Telangana Municipal Elections 2026 Schedule 
Announced

KTR Meets Governor, Demands CBI Probe Into 
Singareni Coal Scam

Hyderabad, January 27 
(TPN Bureau): 

Te l a n g a n a 
Telang ana 
Chief  Minis-
ter A. Re-

vanth Reddy has begun 
an executive education 
programme at Har-
vard University in the 
United States, marking 
a rare academic en-
gagement by a sitting 
chief  minister from In-
dia. The programme, 
hosted by Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of  
Government, focuses 
on modern leadership 
challenges and govern-
ance in a rapidly 
c h a n g i n g  g l o b a l 
environment.

According to official 
sources, the Chief  
Minister joined an in-
ternational group of  
political leaders, poli-
cymakers and profes-
sionals for the inten-
sive course, which 
examines leadership 
in situations of  con-
flict, uncertainty and 
institutional stress. 
The sessions include 
interactive lectures, 
case studies and group 
discussions aimed at 
strengthening deci-
sion-making skills and 
strategic thinking.

Revanth Reddy’s 
participation in the 
programme is being 
viewed by the state 
government as an ef-
fort to gain global ex-
posure and understand 
inter national best 
practices in public ad-
ministration. Officials 
said  the  insights 
gained from the course 
would be useful in 
strengthening govern-
ance, policy design and 

institutional reforms 
in Telangana.

The Chief  Minister’s 
schedule at Harvard is 
said to be rigorous, 
with early morning 
classes and full-day ac-
ademic engagement. 
The programme brings 
together participants 
from several countries, 
providing an opportu-
nity to exchange ideas 
and experiences on 
leadership, democracy 
and public policy. At 
the end of  the course, 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e 
awarded a certificate 
of  completion.

Revanth Reddy’s 
overseas academic vis-
it follows his recent 
participation in inter-
national engagements, 
reflecting his focus on 
positioning Telangana 
as a globally connected 
and forward-looking 
state.  Gover nment 
sources clarified that 
the Chief  Minister 
continues to monitor 
state administration 
remotely and remains 
in constant touch with 
senior officials during 
his absence.

Back in Telangana, 
the development has 
drawn mixed political 
reactions. Supporters 
of  the Chief  Minister 
have welcomed the 
move, stating that ex-
posure to global aca-
demic institutions en-
hances leadership 
capacity and brings 
fresh perspectives to 
governance. They ar-
gue that such learning 
experiences can help 
leaders better handle 
complex administra-
t i v e  a n d  s o c i a l 
challenges.

However, opposition 
leaders have ques-
tioned the timing of  
the programme, sug-
gesting that govern-
ance responsibilities 
should take prece-
dence over short-term 
academic courses. 
They also raised con-
cerns over optics at a 
time when the state 
faces multiple admin-
istrative and political 
challenges.  In re-
sponse, ruling party 
leaders maintained 
that the programme is 
brief, structured and 
directly relevant to 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 
governance.

Senior Cong ress 
leaders defended Re-
vanth Reddy’s deci-
sion, stating that con-
tinuous learning is 
essential for effective 
leadership. They em-
phasised that gaining 
global insights does 
not undermine govern-
a n c e  bu t  i n s t e a d 
strengthens it.

The Chief  Minister 
is expected to return to 
Hyderabad after com-
pleting the programme 
and resume his duties 
in person. Officials ex-
pressed confidence 
that the knowledge and 
perspectives gained at 
Harvard would posi-
tively influence policy 
decisions and long-
term planning in the 
state. As Telangana 
continues to navigate 
economic growth, wel-
fare delivery and ad-
ministrative reforms, 
the government be-
lieves such global ex-
posure will contribute 
to more informed and 
resilient leadership.

Revanth Reddy Begins Executive 
Education at Harvard
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Deputy CM Bhatti 
Highlights ₹100 

Crore Welfare for 
Persons with 
Disabilities

MLC Dr. Balmur 
Venkat Hits Back at 
BRS Leaders Over 

Singareni 
Controversy

Grand Celebra-
tion of Sri Ven-

kateswara Swamy 
Kalyanam in 
Karimnagar
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TPN Bureau | 
Jan 05 

The Telangana 
Legislative As-
sembly  was 
abuzz with cel-

ebrations and enthusi-

Bhatti Clarifies Ministers’ Meet During CM’s Absence

T P N  B u r e a u  |  
January 27: 

Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) 
Working Presi-
dent K.T. Rama 

Rao on Tuesday lodged a 
formal complaint with the 
Telangana Governor, Jish-
nu Dev Varma, urging a 
central investigation into 
what he described as ir-
regularities in the Sin-
gareni coal block alloca-
tion and operations under 
the current Revanth Red-
dy-led government.

KTR, accompanied by a 
delegation of  BRS MPs, 
MLAs and party leaders, 
met the Governor at Raj 
Bhavan and presented a 
detailed representation al-
leging that the state gov-

ernment has failed to act 
on supposed evidence of  
misuse of  authority and 
financial misconduct in 
the handling of  Singareni 
Collieries contracts and 
related tenders.

Addressing reporters af-
ter the meeting, KTR 
claimed that the issue re-
flects deep systemic prob-
lems and that state institu-
tions have been reluctant 
or unable to address the 
concerns fairly. He said the 
BRS has repeatedly sought 
accountability through 
state channels, but with-
out results, forcing the 
party to request interven-
tion by the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI).

KTR criticised the state 
government for ignoring 

repeated warnings and 
said this inaction under-
mines public trust in gov-
ernance. He alleged that 
powerful interests have 
been allowed to evade 
scrutiny, and that only a 
central probe can ensure 
impartiality and justice. 
According to him, the al-
legations go beyond rou-
tine administrative lapses 
and point to larger ques-
tions of  transparency and 
rule of  law. The BRS lead-
er stressed that his party is 
not targeting any individ-
ual for political reasons, 
but is compelled by mount-
ing public concern over 
the alleged mishandling 
of  public resources. He ar-
gued that Singareni coal, a 
key economic asset for Tel-

angana, must be managed 
transparently in the inter-
est of  workers and the 
state’s long-term prosper-
ity. Reactions from the rul-
ing camp are expected in 
the coming days, with 
Congress leaders likely to 
defend the state govern-
ment’s position and chal-
lenge the BRS’s assertions. 
The Revanth Reddy ad-
ministration has previous-
ly dismissed similar alle-
g a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e 
opposition as politically 
motivated rhetoric aimed 
at tarnishing its image 
ahead of  key municipal 
and general elections.

Political analysts say 
KTR’s move to involve the 
Governor signals a tacti-
cal escalation in the ongo-
ing tussle between the 
BRS and the ruling Con-
gress, especially as both 
parties gear up for elector-
al battles. The complaint 
also dovetails with the 
broader narrative pushed 
by the BRS that alleges 
misuse of  investigative 
agencies and political vic-
timisation of  opposition 
figures. For now, the ball is 
in the Governor’s court, 
with observers watching 
closely to see whether 
Jishnu Dev Varma will 
recommend a CBI investi-
gation or refer the matter 
back to state authorities. 
Whatever the outcome, the 
development is set to add 
another layer of  intensity 
to Telangana’s already 
charged political environ-
ment in 2026.
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T P N  B u r e a u  |  
January 27 : 

Deputy Chief  
Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikra-
m a r k a  o n 

Tuesday responded to po-
litical speculation sur-
rounding a meeting held 
by senior ministers during 
Chief  Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy’s absence from the 
state, asserting that the 
gathering was routine and 
purely administrative in 
nature.

Addressing the media in 
Hyderabad, Bhatti dis-
missed claims that the 
meeting had any political 
or strategic significance. 
He said coordination meet-
ings among Cabinet col-
leagues are a normal part 
of  governance and should 
not be misconstrued as 

power shifts or internal 
realignments. According 
to him, the discussions fo-
cused on ongoing adminis-
trative matters and review 
of  development-related is-
sues. The meeting, held at 
the Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter’s residence, drew atten-
tion as it took place while 
the Chief  Minister was on 
an official foreign visit. 
This led to speculation 
from opposition parties 
and sections of  the media, 
with suggestions that the 
gathering could indicate 
internal differences with-
in the ruling Congress gov-
ernment. Bhatti, however, 
firmly rejected such 
interpretations.

He stated that the Cabi-
net functions collectively 
and that governance does 
not come to a halt when 

the Chief  Minister is trav-
elling. “Ministers are ex-
pected to review work, 
share updates and ensure 
continuity in administra-
tion. There is nothing unu-
sual or secretive about it,” 
Bhatti said, adding that all 
key decisions are ultimate-
ly taken in consultation 
with the Chief  Minister.

Bhatti also underlined 
that the Congress govern-
ment remains united and 
focused on delivering its 
promises to the people of  
Telangana. He accused the 
opposition of  attempting 
to create unnecessary con-
fusion and politicise rou-
tine administrative inter-
actions for their own 
benefit. “Such rumours 
are being spread deliber-
ately to divert attention 
from governance and de-

velopment,” he remarked.
Senior leaders from the 

ruling party echoed Bhat-
ti’s stand, maintaining 
that coordination among 
ministers is essential, par-
ticularly when the Chief  
Minister is away on offi-
cial duties. They reiterat-
ed that no policy or politi-
cal decisions were taken 
during the meeting and 
that the discussions would 
be shared with the Chief  
Minister upon his return.

Opposition leaders, 
meanwhile, continued to 
question the timing of  the 
meeting, arguing that 
transparency was re-
quired to dispel doubts. 
However, government rep-
resentatives insisted that 
the administration is func-
tioning smoothly and in 
accordance with estab-
lished norms.

Political analysts noted 
that in a charged political 
atmosphere, even routine 
meetings tend to attract 
heightened scrutiny. They 
observed that the Deputy 
Chief  Minister’s clarifica-
tion appeared aimed at 
putting an end to specula-
tion and reinforcing the 
message of  unity within 
the government.

As the Chief  Minister is 
expected to resume duties 
shortly, the state leader-
ship hopes the controver-
sy will subside, allowing 
the government to refocus 
attention on governance, 
welfare schemes and up-
coming administrative 
priorities.
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BJP Stages 
Dharna at Indira 
Park Over Public 

Issues

Jaggareddy 
Opposes Reloca-
tion of Sangared-

dy Registrar Office



Medaram, Telangana | 
January 27, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Telangana Minister 
Seethakka on Tuesday 
extended her heartfelt 
greetings to the millions 
of  devotees arriving for 
the Medaram Sammak-
ka Saralamma Maha Ja-
tara, one of  the largest 
tribal festivals in the 
world. She expressed her 
hope that the four-day 
celebration, deeply root-
ed in tribal traditions 
and culture, would fill 
the hearts of  all devotees 
with devotion, peace, 
and happiness.

In her statement, Min-
ister Seethakka prayed 
for the well-being, pros-
perity, and good health 
of  all attendees through 
the blessings of  Samm-
akka and Saralamma. 

She assured that the 
state government had 
completed all arrange-
ments to ensure the safe-
ty and convenience of  
devotees. Measures in-
clude transportation, 
drinking water, medical 
facilities, sanitation, and 
essential infrastructure 
to facilitate a smooth and 
p e a c e f u l  d a r s h a n 
experience.

She emphasized that 
the festival is not only a 
spiritual event but also a 
symbol of  Telangana’s 
tribal heritage, urging 
all visitors to maintain 
decorum and respect the 
cultural significance of  
the jatara. “We want eve-
ryone to have a safe and 
fulfilling experience 
while visiting the sacred 
shrines,” she said.

Chief  Minister A. Re- vanth Reddy also con- veyed his greetings to the people of  Telangana, 

highlighting the jatara 
as a grand celebration of  
the state’s tribal culture, 
often referred to as Tel-
angana’s Kumbh Mela. 
He urged citizens to cel-
ebrate the four-day festi-
val as a tribute to nature 
and the forest deities, en-
suring harmony with the 
environment and local 
traditions.

The government has 
undertaken unprece-
dented efforts to improve 
the Medaram temple 
premises, allocating Rs. 
250 crore for the expan-
sion of  temple grounds 
and the construction of  
large shrines for Samm-
akka, Saralamma, Go-
vindaraju, and Pagidid-
da Raju. The temple 
precincts have been mod-
ernized in accordance 
with tribal customs, with 

decorative gateways on 
all four sides to accom-
modate the massive in-
flux of  devotees.

Infrastructure im-
provements include well-
maintained roads, per-
manent facilities, and 
essential services to en-
sure that over a million 
devotees can participate 
without inconvenience. 
The government has also 

coordinated with police 
and other departments 
to maintain security and 
order throughout the 
festival.

Minister Seethakka 
highlighted that the pub-
lic government’s com-
mitment to tribal welfare 
continues to honor the 
legacy and inspiration 
o f  S a m m a k k a  a n d 
Saralamma, and urged 
all visitors to cooperate 
fully to ensure that the 
f e s t iv i t i e s  p r o c e e d 
smoothly and safely.

The jatara, a symbol of  
faith, democracy, and 
tribal pride, is expected 
to witness record partici-
pation, with government 
departments working 
round the clock to pro-
vide uninterrupted ser-
vices to all devotees. 
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Madhira, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka on Wednesday 
underscored the Praja 
Government’s commit-
ment to the welfare of  
persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs), stating 
that in just two years, 
the government has 
achieved in this sector 
what previous admin-
istrations could not ac-
complish in a decade. 
Addressing a gather-
ing in Madhira Assem-
bly constituency after 
distributing tricycles 
to PWDs, Bhatti high-
lighted that the govern-
ment has spent ₹100 
crore over the past two 
years to support per-
sons with disabilities.

He said the People’s 
Government is provid-
ing iPads, computers, 
and tablets to students 
with disabilities to en-
sure uninterrupted ac-
cess to education. 
“This is a People’s Gov-
ernment—an Indiram-
ma People’s Govern-
ment that thinks about 
the people. We will en-
sure that persons with 
disabilities do not face 
difficulties and that all 
necessary  wel f are 

schemes are provid-
ed,” he said.

Bhatti emphasized 
that supporting PWDs 
is a collective responsi-
bility of  society. He 
urged everyone to en-
sure that those born 
with disabilities pro-
gress alongside others 
and are given opportu-
nities to excel in educa-
tion, employment, and 
other fields. He also 
stressed the need for 
greater support and en-
couragement to ensure 
PWDs do not feel bur-
d e n e d  b y  t h e i r 
disability.

“Our vision is to em-
power and uplift per-
sons with disabilities 
so that they can lead 
independent and ful-
filling lives. The In-
diramma People’s Gov-
ernment is committed 
to this mission and will 
continue to provide as-
sistance in every pos-
sible way,” Bhatti said.

He added that social 
attitudes and policies 
must work hand in 
hand to create an envi-
ronment where per-
sons with disabilities 
are not only cared for 
but are also encour-
aged to participate ac-
tively in society. The 

Deputy Chief  Minister 
reiterated that the gov-
er nment’s  welf are 
schemes are designed 
to enable PWDs to 
achieve success com-
parable to their peers.

The event in Madhi-
ra also highlighted the 
government’s proac-
tive approach to ad-
dressing accessibility, 
educational support, 
and mobility needs of  
PWDs, reinforcing the 
administration’s focus 
o n  i n c l u s i v e 
development.

Bhatti concluded by 
affirming that the wel-
fare of  persons with 
disabilities will re-
main a top priority, and 
the government will 
continue to take meas-
ures to provide finan-
cial, educational, and 
social support, ensur-
ing that no one is left 
b e h i n d  d u e  t o 
disability.

This initiative re-
flects the state govern-
ment’s broader vision 
of  creating an inclu-
sive society where all 
citizens, irrespective 
of  their abilities, can 
thrive and contribute 
meaningfully.

Sangareddy, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramar-
ka on Wednesday out-
lined a series of  welfare 
initiatives being imple-
mented by the Praja Gov-
ernment for Singareni 
coal workers, emphasiz-
ing that the state is prior-
itizing their well-being 
and addressing long-
standing concerns.

Speaking on the meas-
ures, Bhatti highlighted 
that issues related to the 
change of  names of  Sin-
gareni employees will be 
resolved promptly. He as-
sured that workers fac-
ing health issues will 
have all medical invali-
dation concer ns ad-
dressed through the des-
ignated medical boards.

He further announced 
that, following Coal In-
dia norms, workers will 
now receive facilities 
equivalent to officers, in-
cluding tax-related ben-
efits, and the govern-
ment will constitute a 
committee to ensure 
proper implementation. 
In addition, to fulfill the 
dream of  home owner-
ship, financial and ad-
ministrative support will 
be provided through rec-
ommendations by the 
IFORE Committee.

Bhatti also highlighted 

that accident insurance 
coverage of  ₹1.25 crore 
has been introduced for 
all Singareni employees, 
a scheme recognized na-
tionwide as a model for 
worker welfare. For the 
30,000 contract workers, 
a separate ₹40 lakh acci-
dent insurance scheme 
has been implemented.

In the area of  compas-
sionate appointments, 
the maximum age limit 
for dependents has been 
increased from 35 to 40 
years, enabling more 
families to benefit from 
employment opportuni-

ties. Since the Praja Gov-
ernment took office, 2,539 
positions have been 
filled, including 798 ex-
ternal posts and 1,741 ap-
pointments on compas-
sionate grounds. Bhatti 
also stressed that Sin-
gareni hospitals will be 
upgraded into super-spe-
cialty facilities, includ-
ing the establishment of  
cath labs to improve 
healthcare access for em-
ployees and their fami-
lies. Highlighting the fi-
nancial success of  the 
coal company, Bhatti not-
ed that in FY 2024–25, Sin-

gareni recorded its high-
est-ever profits of  ₹6,394 
crore, with ₹802 crore 
(34%) distributed to 
workers as profit share. 
Additionally, outsourced 
service personnel re-
ceived ₹5,500 each as their 
profit share. The Deputy 
Chief  Minister said these 
measures underscore the 
government’s commit-
ment to the welfare, secu-
rity, and prosperity of  
Singareni employees and 
their families, ensuring 
that they receive benefits 
and facilities on par with 
higher-level officers. He 

emphasized that the Pra-
ja Government will con-
tinue to focus on initia-
tives that improve the 
quality of  life for coal 
workers, fulfill their aspi-
rations, and provide ro-
bust support across 
health, housing, and fi-
nancial security. Bhatti 
concluded by asserting 
that the welfare of  Sin-
gareni workers remains 
a top priority and that 
the government will con-
tinue to monitor and ex-
pand schemes to safe-
guard their interests and 
well-being.

Minister Seethakka Extends Warm Wishes to Devotees Ahead of Medaram Sammakka Saralamma 

Deputy CM Bhatti Highlights ₹100 Crore 

Welfare for Persons with Disabilities 
Deputy CM Bhatti Highlights Welfare Measures 

for Singareni Workers

Revenue System Undergoes Major Overhaul to Deliver Better 
Services to Citizens

Hyderabad, January 
28, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Telangana Revenue, 
Housing, and Informa-
tion & Public Relations 
Minister  Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy on Tues-
day announced compre-
hensive reforms in the 
state’s revenue system 
aimed at providing fast-
er, transparent, and cit-
izen-friendly services. 
The Minister said the 
government is introduc-
ing corporate-level inte-
grated Sub-Registrar of-
fices to modernize and 
streamline revenue ad-
ministration across the 
state.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Minister Srinivas 
Reddy said that over the 
past decades, self-serv-
ing decisions by previ-
ous governments had 
weakened the revenue 
system, impacting effi-
ciency and public ser-
vice delivery. Over the 
last two years, under 
the guidance of  Chief  
Minister Revanth Red-
dy, the Praja Govern-
ment has undertaken 
extensive measures to 
reform the system and 
bring revenue services 
closer to citizens.

 The Minister said 
that on Tuesday, a re-
view meeting was held 
at the Secretariat with 
of ficials to finalize 

plans for integrated of-
fices. Under the new 
system, 39 Sub-Regis-
trar offices along the 
Outer Ring Road will be 
consolidated into 11 
clusters, constructed in 
partnership with pri-
vate construction com-
panies at no additional 
financial burden on the 
gover nment.  These 
companies will also 
maintain the buildings 
f o r  f i v e  y e a r s 
post-construction.

The integrated offices 
will be developed on 3–5 
acre plots, and facilities 
will include mini-mar-
riage halls for registra-
tion of  marriages, sepa-
rate waiting areas for 
expectant mothers and 
senior citizens, feeding 
ro o m s  fo r  wo m e n , 
crèches for children, 
and modern lift facili-
ties for the elderly and 
differently-abled. Prep-
arations are underway 
to lay the foundation 
stone for the Patanche-
ru integrated office on 
Wednesday, with simi-
lar plans for district 
headquarters in the sec-
ond phase.

Minister Srinivas 
Reddy said that ongoing 
construction at Talim is 
progressing rapidly, 
with a target to make 
the new integrated of-
fices operational by 

June 2. Recently, a foun-
dation stone was laid 
for the Medchal inte-
grated office, construct-
ed by Rajapushpa Con-
str uction near  the 
Patancheru-Shankar-
palli main road.

He added that mod-
ernization of  stamp and 
registration services, 
including slot booking 
and Aadhaar-based sig-
nature verification, has 
already saved consider-
able time for citizens. 
The reforms, he empha-
sized, are not just about 

new buildings but about 
transforming the way 
citizens interact with 
government services.

On journalist welfare, 
Minister Srinivas Red-
dy stated that the gov-
er nment prioritizes 
protection, accredita-
tion, and professional 
dignity of  media per-
sonnel, in line with 
Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy’s vision. He not-
ed that suggestions 
from journalist associa-
tions were incorporated 
into the updated G.O. 

and that journalist wel-
fare remains a primary 
focus of  the administra-
tion. Several journalist 
associations expressed 
gratitude to the Minis-
ter for the government’s 
transparent and fair 
approach.

The Minister conclud-
ed by stressing that 
these reforms will mod-
ernize revenue adminis-
tration, enhance public 
convenience, and create 
a citizen-first approach 
i n  T e l a n g a n a ’ s 
governance.
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Hyderabad, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Telangana State IT 
and Industries Minister 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu 
on Tuesday dismissed 
reports claiming that a 
recent gathering of  sen-
ior Ministers was a “se-
cret meeting,” describ-
ing such narratives as 
misleading and politi-
cally motivated. The 
Minister emphasized 
that in a functioning de-
mocracy, discussions 
among those holding 
constitutional respon-
sibilities are routine, 
n e c e s s a r y,  a n d 
transparent.

In a detailed state-
ment, Sridhar Babu 
clarified that the meet-
ing in question took 
place at the residence 
of  Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka and focused sole-
ly on administrative 
and governance mat-
ters. He stressed that 
the Cabinet operates as 

a collective unit, and co-
ordination among sen-
ior Ministers is part of  
their duty to ensure 
smooth administration 
across the state.

Addressing circulat-
ing reports, he said, 
“Portraying such dis-
cussions as secretive is 
entirely unwarranted 
and misleading. Coordi-
nation among Minis-
ters is a normal aspect 
of  gover nance and 
should not be given an 
unnecessary political 
color.” He expressed 
concern over the spread 
of  false narratives on 
social media and cer-
tain media platforms, 
cautioning that such re-
porting can erode pub-
lic confidence and cre-
a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y 
controversies.

Sridhar Babu also 
clarified the circum-
stances surrounding 
the meeting. After the 
state’s ‘At Home’ pro-
gramme at Lok Bhavan, 

the Ministers traveled 
together in a single ve-
hicle, in full public 

view, demonstrating 
that there was nothing 
covert about their in-

teraction. The discus-
sions reportedly includ-
ed preparations for the 

upcoming municipal 
elections, which he de-
scribed as a legitimate 

part of  political activi-
ty in a democratic 
system.

The Minister reiter-
ated that the govern-
ment welcomes con-
structive criticism but 
warned that specula-
tive reporting and per-
sonal attacks against 
Ministers undermine 
democratic discourse. 
He appealed to the me-
dia to act responsibly, 
focus on accurate re-
porting, and contribute 
positively to the devel-
opment of  the state 
rather than promoting 
unfounded controver-
sies. Sridhar Babu’s 
clarification comes 
amid heightened atten-
tion on Cabinet interac-
tions, with some media 
and opposition parties 
portraying routine co-
ordination meetings as 
clandestine events. By 
set t ing  the  record 
straight, he aimed to re-
inforce transparency, 
maintain public trust, 

and highlight that gov-
ernance discussions 
among Ministers are 
open, accountable, and 
intended for the benefit 
of  the public.

He concluded by urg-
ing citizens and jour-
nalists alike to distin-
guish between normal 
administrative deliber-
ations and political con-
spiracies, emphasizing 
that the government re-
mains committed to ef-
fective governance, de-
velopment, and welfare 
initiatives across Tel-
angana. The statement 
reflects the administra-
tion’s insistence on 
clarity, accountability, 
and public confidence 
in its operations.

The Minister’s re-
marks underline the 
importance of  respon-
sible media reporting 
and the role of  Minis-
ters in maintaining 
seamless governance 
while addressing public 
concerns.

Sridhar Babu Rejects ‘Secret Meeting’ Claims, Calls Reports Misleading

Hyderabad, January 
28, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Telangana MLC Dr. 
B a l m u r  V e n k a t 
launched a sharp rebut-
tal against BRS leaders 
over recent allegations 
concerning Singareni 
coal tenders, calling 
their claims misleading 
and politically motivat-
ed. Speaking at a press 
meet, he described the 
situation as a deliberate 
attempt to divert public 
attention from impor-
t a n t  g o v e r n a n c e 
issues.

Dr. Venkat criticized 
the Kalvakuntla family 
for spreading false nar-
ratives, terming their 
political maneuvers as 
“drama”. He empha-
sized that the current 
public government has 
preserved and strength-
ened Singareni under 
Congress leadership, 
following established 
autonomous proce-
dures. Highlighting 
facts about tender pro-
cesses, he clarified that 
requirements such as 
site visits were not new. 

“Site visit rules were in-
troduced by Coal India 
in 2018, and Singareni 
implemented them in 
2021,” he said, noting 
that the BRS-led gov-
ernments were in pow-
er during both periods. 
He pointed out that 
even central govern-
ment-owned entities 
and major PSUs, includ-
ing Railways and Hin-
dustan Copper Ltd., fol-
low similar procedures. 
“Nothing new has been 
imposed by the present 
government,” he added. 

Dr. Venkat accused the 
BRS leaders of  hypoc-
risy, noting that over 
the past decade, they 
mismanaged Telangana 
funds and were in-
volved in several scams. 
From Kaleshwaram ir-
rigation projects to elec-
tricity procurement 
scandals, he alleged 
that the Kalvakuntla 
family had repeatedly 
caused financial loss to 
the state treasury while 
e n g a g i n g  i n 
irregularities.

He condemned the 

false media campaigns 
launched against the 
gover nment, saying 
that attempts to malign 
the public administra-
tion without evidence 
are unacceptable. Dr. 
Venkat added that the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
has already addressed 
the issue responsibly, 
stating that investiga-
tions wil l  proceed 
where there is docu-
mented evidence.

The MLC also direct-
ly challenged opposi-
tion leaders: “If  your 

daughter’s allegations 
are true, have the cour-
age to hold a press meet 
and present facts. Si-
lence only signals ad-
mission.” He insisted 
that speculative attacks 
on the government only 
erode public trust and 
warned that citizens 
are increasingly aware 
of  the truth behind 
such propaganda.

Concluding his re-
marks,  Dr.  Venkat 
called on all political 
leaders to engage in re-
sponsible discourse, fo-
cus on development, 
a n d  r e f r a i n  f r o m 
spreading baseless 
claims that distract 
from governance and 
welfare initiatives in 
Telangana.

This response under-
scores the ongoing po-
litical friction in the 
state, with the Con-
gress-led government 
defending its record on 
Singareni and accusing 
the BRS leadership of  
attempting to manipu-
late public opinion for 
electoral gain.

Hyderabad, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Telangana politics wit-
nessed fresh ripples on 
Monday after Telangana 
Jagruthi president and 
senior BRS leader K. 
Kavitha made pointed 
remarks against former 
Rajya Sabha MP Jogina-
pally Santosh Rao, trig-
gering widespread dis-
cussion within political 
circles.

Speaking to the media 
in Hyderabad, Kavitha 
alleged that Santosh Rao 
played a key role in side-
lining several leaders 
who were part of  the Tel-
angana statehood move-
ment. She said the sacri-
fices and contributions 
of  movement activists 
were systematically ig-
nored, causing deep re-

sentment among grass-
roots workers. Kavitha 
asserted that internal 
conspiracies and power-
centric politics had 
weakened the spirit of  
the movement within 
the party. Kavitha stated 
that leaders who fought 
relentlessly for Telanga-
na deserved respect and 
recognition, but instead 
faced marginalisation. 
She claimed that certain 
individuals prioritised 
personal influence over 
collective ideology, lead-
ing to discontent among 
senior activists and cad-
res. Without mincing 
words, she accused San-
tosh Rao of  being instru-
mental in creating divi-
sions and eroding trust 
within the organisation.

Her comments come at 

a time when the Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi is al-
ready navigating inter-
nal challenges following 
its electoral setback and 
the changing political 
landscape in the state. 
Kavitha’s remarks are 
seen as part of  a broader 
expression of  dissatis-
faction over the party’s 
internal functioning and 
leadership decisions tak-
en in recent years.

Observers note that 
Kavitha has been in-
creasingly vocal about 
internal issues, often 
calling for introspection 
and course correction. 
On Monday, she reiter-
ated that ignoring 
ground-level voices 
would only weaken the 
party further. She em-
phasised the need to re-

connect with movement-
era leaders and workers 
who, she said, were the 
backbone of  Telangana’s 
political journey.

Kavitha also appealed 
to party leadership to re-
flect on past decisions 
and ensure that internal 
democracy and transpar-
ency are restored. She 
maintained that the 
strength of  the party lay 
in unity and mutual re-
spect, warning that con-
tinued internal rifts 
could have long-term 
consequences.

The remarks have 
sparked reactions across 
political and social me-
dia platforms, with sup-
porters and critics alike 
weighing in. While some 
party workers welcomed 
Kavitha’s candid ap-

proach, others viewed 
the public criticism as 
an indication of  deepen-
ing fault lines within the 
BRS.

So far, there has been 
no official response from 
Santosh Rao or senior 
party leadership regard-
ing Kavitha’s state-
ments. However, politi-
cal analysts believe that 
the episode highlights 
growing unease within 
the party ranks and re-
flects the larger churn 
underway in Telangana 
politics.

As the state moves to-
ward future electoral 
battles, such internal de-
velopments are expected 
to play a significant role 
in shaping political strat-
egies and alignments in 
the months ahead.

Kavitha Slams Former MP Santosh Rao
Hyderabad, January 

28, 2026 | TPN Bureau
Senior Cong ress 

leader Jagga Reddy on 
Tuesday strongly criti-
cized the BJP-led Un-
ion government, alleg-
ing a departure from 
long-established demo-
cratic traditions dur-
ing the Republic Day 
celebrations. He said 
the manner in which 
senior opposition lead-
ers, particularly Con-
gress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, were seated 
reflected a lack of  re-
spect for constitutional 
values and political 
decorum.

Addressing the me-
dia, Jagga Reddy re-
called that after Inde-
pendence, leaders such 
as Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv 
Gandhi, and Sonia 
Gandhi consistently 
followed democratic 
traditions that upheld 
the dignity of  the oppo-
sition.  “When the 
Prime Minister hoisted 
the national flag, oppo-
sition leaders were 
seated in the front 
rows. That was not 
charity—it was consti-
tutional respect and 
the people’s mandate,” 
he said.

He alleged that dur-
ing the January 26 cel-

ebrations, Rahul Gan-
dhi was seated in the 
third row, which he de-
scribed as a deliberate 
attempt to humiliate 
the Leader of  the Oppo-
sition. “The people of  
this country must ob-
serve BJP’s behavior 
closely. The Modi gov-
ernment has aban-
doned political tradi-
tions that once defined 
India’s democracy,” he 
said.

  Jagga Reddy re-
marked that such ac-
tions would not person-
a l ly  a f f e c t  R a h u l 
Gandhi. “Rahul Gan-
dhi comes from a fam-
ily where the Prime 
Minister’s post was 
bor n. He does not 
measure dignity by 
s e a t i n g  a r r a n g e -
ments,” he said, adding 
that the Gandhi family 
had provided decades 
of  governance focused 
on justice and welfare 
for the poor.

Using strong meta-
phors, Jagga Reddy 
said, “A lion does not 
need a throne. Wher-
ever a lion sits becomes 
the throne. Rahul Gan-
dhi’s words, thoughts, 
and conduct reflect 
that strength. But to-
day, one is called Prime 
Minister only when 
seated on a throne.”

He also praised Pri-
yanka Gandhi, stating 
that she had firmly 
questioned Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
Parliament, demon-
strating the impor-
tance of  a strong oppo-
sition. Jagga Reddy 
reminded that leaders 
like Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi respected 
opposition stalwarts 
such as Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee and L.K. Adva-
ni, seating them in the 
front rows and valuing 
their  presence in 
Parliament.

“The BJP was given 
power to provide good 
governance, not to har-
ass the Gandhi family 
or erase democratic 
traditions,” he said. He 
accused the ruling par-
ty of  indulging in poli-
tics of  division and ma-
nipulation, rather than 
c o n s t r u c t i v e 
governance.

Concluding his re-
marks, Jagga Reddy 
warned that Prime 
Ministers may come 
and go, but history can-
not be erased. He urged 
the current generation 
to reflect on the values 
being set today, stress-
ing that democracy 
survives only when tra-
dition, respect, and dis-
sent are protected.

Jagga Reddy Slams BJP Over Republic 
Day Protocol, Defends Gandhi Family’s 

Democratic Legacy

MLC Dr. Balmur Venkat Hits Back at BRS Leaders 
Over Singareni Controversy
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Cantonment MLA 
Sree Ganesh staged a re-
lay hunger strike in Hy-
derabad on Wednesday, 
demanding the immedi-
ate merger of  the Can-
tonment Board with the 
state’s Municipal Cor-
poration to facilitate lo-
cal development. The 
protest  highlighted 
long-standing issues 
faced by residents living 
under the central gov-
ernment-administered 
board. Metta Sai Kumar, 
Chairman of  Fisheries, 
extended his support to 
the demonstration.

Ganesh pointed out 

that because the Can-
tonment Board operates 
under central govern-
ment control, the state 
government is unable to 
implement development 
projects in the area. 
Even when funds from 
the MLA’s development 
budget are allocated, 
NOCs from the Canton-
ment Board are re-
quired, delaying or pre-
venting execution of  
critical projects.

Residents also face 
higher property regis-
tration charges com-
pared to other state-con-
trolled municipal areas. 
While the state charges 
7 . 5 % ,  C a n t o n m e n t 

Board residents must 
pay 11%, effectively pay-
ing 3.5% extra.

Ganesh criticized the 
central government for 

delaying democratic 
processes in the region. 
The Cantonment Board 
elections, originally 
scheduled for 2020, have 

been postponed for six 
years. Instead, the BJP-
led government at the 
Centre has been nomi-
nating individuals, one 

per year, undermining 
democratic representa-
tion and accountability.

The MLA argued that 
while the central gov-
ernment has repeatedly 
promised to merge the 
Cantonment Board with 
the state municipal cor-
poration, the process 
has not moved forward, 
and the nominated sys-
tem continues, stalling 
progress.

He further claimed 
that ₹1,200 crore in ser-
vice charges due from 
the central government 
for Cantonment area de-
velopment have not 
been released, leaving 
essential infrastructure 

and welfare projects in-
complete. Ganesh ac-
cused the BJP-led ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
deliberately blocking 
funds and delaying the 
merger to avoid grant-
ing the area full state 
governance benefits.

The protest aims to 
pressure the central 
government to merge 
the Cantonment Board 
with the municipal cor-
poration,  ensuring 
transparent administra-
tion, democratic repre-
sentation, and uninter-
rupted delivery of  
development works for 
residents.

Local leaders and res-

idents joined the MLA 
in demanding that both 
the funds and adminis-
trative control be hand-
ed over to the state gov-
ernment so that urban 
development, planning, 
and public services can 
proceed without bu-
reaucratic hurdles.

Ganesh emphasized 
that the merger is criti-
cal for equitable devel-
opment in Hyderabad 
and called on the central 
government to act im-
mediately to safeguard 
residents’ interests, re-
solve service charge is-
sues, and restore demo-
cratic governance in the 
Cantonment area.
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The Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Authority’s 
HYDRA team has been 
praised for its exempla-
ry role in safeguarding 
city assets and protect-
ing lives during emer-
gencies, demonstrating 
commitment to both 
public safety and urban 
development.

Officials highlighted 
that HYDRA’s responsi-
bilities extend beyond 
disaster response to pre-
serving gover nment 
properties worth thou-
sands of  crores, protect-
ing the city’s environ-
mental and aesthetic 
assets, and ensuring the 

restoration of  vital wa-
ter bodies and lakes that 
are crucial for Hy-
derabad’s ecological 
balance.

A recent incident at 
Meer Alam Cheruvu un-
derscored the bravery 
and dedication of  the 
team. During the lake 
restoration project, sev-
eral engineers and la-
borers became trapped 
in an unexpected situa-
tion. HYDRA personnel 
promptly intervened, 
rescuing all individuals 
and ensuring their safe-
ty, an act that earned 
them widespread appre-
ciation from the govern-
ment and local commu-
nities. The government 

emphasized that HY-
DRA’s efforts are not 
limited to emergency 
situations but also play 
a critical role in urban 
planning, environmen-
tal protection, and disas-
ter preparedness. By 
combining technical ex-
pertise with swift ac-
tion, the team helps en-
sure continuous public 
service and safety even 
under challenging cir-
cumstances. The author-
ities expressed special 
appreciation to the HY-
DRA staff  involved in 
the Meer Alam Cheruvu 
rescue, acknowledging 
their courage, profes-
sionalism, and commit-
ment to public welfare. 

Their work is seen as a 
model example of  dedi-
cation in public service, 
inspiring both govern-
ment employees and cit-
izens alike.

With Hyderabad grow-
ing rapidly, such inter-
ventions highlight the 
importance of  having 
specialized teams ready 
to respond to emergen-
cies, protect critical in-
frastructure, and safe-
guard both human lives 
and environmental re-
sources. The govern-
ment reiterated its sup-
p o r t  f o r  H Y D R A 
initiatives and affirmed 
that further resources 
and training will be pro-
vided to strengthen 

their capabilities.
T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n 

comes as part of  the 
broader effort by the 
state administration to 
ensure public safety, en-
vironmental sustaina-
bility, and disaster resil-
ience in Hyderabad, 
reinforcing confidence 
in the city’s emergency 
management systems.

The incident at Meer 
Alam Cheruvu has once 
again showcased HY-
DRA’s commitment, ef-
ficiency, and bravery, re-
f l e c t i n g  t h e 
government’s emphasis 
on combining urban de-
velopment with citizen 
safety and environmen-
tal responsibility.

Hyderabad’s HYDRA Team Lauded for Heroic Efforts in Protecting 
Lives and City Assets

Former Corporation Chairman 
Injured in Alleged Police Rough 

Handling at Jubilee Hills
Hyderabad, January 

28, 2026 | TPN Bureau
Tensions escalated 

near Jubilee Hills Po-
lice Station when po-
lice allegedly used ex-
cessive force against 
former State Corpora-
t i o n  C h a i r m a n 
Kethireddy Vasudev 
Reddy during a routine 
media interaction. The 
incident reportedly oc-
curred while Vasudev 
Reddy was addressing 
the press in connec-
tion with a court-is-
sued notice.

Eyewitnesses and 
media personnel pre-
sent  at  the scene 
claimed that police 
personnel intervened 
aggressively, causing 
Vasudev Reddy to fall 
and sustain injuries. 
The manner in which 
the police handled the 
situation has drawn 
sharp criticism from 
BRS leaders, who de-
scribed the actions as 
u n a c c e p t abl e  a n d 
disrespectful.

Political observers 

have highlighted that 
the incident raises 
questions about police 
conduct and the treat-
ment of  public figures 
during media interac-
tions. BRS representa-
tives called for an im-
mediate inquiry into 
the matter and de-
manded accountabili-
ty for any undue use of  
force. The police have 
yet to issue an official 
statement regarding 
the incident. Mean-
while, the matter has 
sparked public debate 
on law enforcement 

practices, with calls 
for ensuring that me-
dia interactions and 
lawful notices are han-
dled professionally 
without compromising 
the safety of  individu-
als involved.

The incident at Jubi-
lee Hills underscores 
growing concerns over 
police overreach in ur-
ban areas, and observ-
ers say it may have 
wider political impli-
cations given Vasudev 
Reddy’s position and 
prominence in local 
governance.

Cantonment Board Merger Protest in Support of Local Development

Hyderabad, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The Telangana unit of  
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Tuesday 
staged a dharna at Indi-
ra Park in Hyderabad, 
raising concerns over 
what it described as the 
State government’s fail-
ure to address several 
public issues. The pro-
test witnessed the par-
ticipation of  senior BJP 
leaders, party legislators 
and cadres, who accused 
the ruling Congress gov-
ernment of  neglecting 
public welfare and delay-
ing key commitments.

Addressing the gather-
ing at Dharna Chowk, 
BJP leaders said the pro-
test was aimed at high-
lighting the difficulties 
faced by citizens due to 
administrative inaction. 
They alleged that despite 
repeated representa-
tions, the government 
had not taken concrete 
steps to resolve pending 
issues affecting various 
sections of  society. The 
party leaders claimed 
that people were being 
pushed into hardship 
while the government 
remained indifferent.

The protesters criti-

cised the government’s 
priorities and ques-
tioned its claims of  
transparent and people-
centric gover nance. 
They alleged that an-
nouncements made dur-
ing election campaigns 
had not translated into 
action on the ground. 
BJP leaders said the 
dharna was a warning 
that the party would in-
tensify its agitation if  
the government contin-
ued to ignore public con-
cerns. Several speakers 
alleged that the Con-
gress government was 
more focused on politi-
cal management than 
governance, resulting in 
delays in decision-mak-
ing. They said the ad-
ministration must act 
responsibly and ensure 
timely implementation 
of  welfare measures and 
policy decisions. Accord-
ing to them, protests like 
the one at Indira Park 
would continue across 
the State until corrective 
measures were taken. 
Party leaders also ap-
pealed to the public to 
hold the government ac-
countable and support 
democratic protests. 
They maintained that 

peaceful agitations were 
necessary to draw atten-
tion to unresolved issues 
and compel the govern-
ment to respond. The 
BJP reiterated its com-
mitment to stand with 
the people and raise 
their voices both on the 
streets and in legislative 
forums. Security ar-

rangements were in 
place at Indira Park to 
ensure the protest re-
mained peaceful. The 
dharna concluded with-
out any untoward inci-
dents, with BJP leaders 
announcing that similar 
protests would be organ-
ised in the coming days 
if  their demands were 

not addressed.
The protest comes at a 

politically significant 
time, with municipal 
elections approaching 
in the State, and is seen 
as part of  the BJP’s 
broader effort to mobi-
lise public opinion 
a g ainst  the  r uling 
party.

BJP Stages Dharna at Indira Park Over Public 
Issues

Hyderabad, January 28, 
2026 | TPN Bureau
Former minister Sin-
gireddy Niranjan Reddy 
has strongly condemned 
the summons issued by 
the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) to for-
mer MP Santosh Kumar 
in connection with the 
ongoing phone-tapping 
case. In a statement, he 
accused the SIT of  act-
ing like a “private army 
of  the Congress party” 
and targeting BRS lead-
ers under the guise of  
investigation.
Niranjan Reddy criti-

cized the police for 
allegedly using the in-
vestigation process to 
harass political oppo-
nents rather than focus-
ing on facts. He stated 
that the SIT should im-
mediately reveal the 
evidence collected so 
far in the case, assert-
ing that without proper 
proof, the investigation 
is being misused to ma-
lign reputations.
He also expressed con-
cern over certain media 
outlets, claiming that 
unverified news reports 
are being used to tar-

nish the image of  BRS 
leaders, which he de-
scribed as an attack on 
press freedom and in-
dividual dignity. “Jour-
nalists should not allow 
themselves to become 
tools for political agen-
das,” he said, urging 
media organizations to 
verify facts before pub-
lishing stories.
Addressing the case spe-
cifically, Niranjan Red-
dy said that summoning 
Santosh Kumar appears 
to be a tactic to intimi-
date and humiliate him, 
and that the former MP 

is being portrayed as 
guilty even before any 
evidence is presented. 
He emphasized that 
such actions undermine 
public trust in both law 
enforcement and inves-
tigative agencies.
The former minister 
stressed that investiga-
tions must be transpar-
ent, evidence-based, and 
impartial, and that law 
enforcement officials 
should maintain their 
dignity and indepen-
dence, rather than act-
ing as instruments of  
political parties.

He concluded by calling 
on the SIT and media 
organizations to adhere 
strictly to facts, uphold 
fairness in reporting, 
and avoid actions that 
could be interpreted as 
politically motivated 
harassment.
This statement high-
lights growing political 
tensions surrounding 
the phone-tapping in-
vestigation, with ac-
cusations of  bias and 
misuse of  authority 
emerging from both op-
position leaders and af-
fected parties.

Dharmapuri Arvind Comments on Meeting 
Raghunandan Rao

Hyderabad, January 
28, 2026 | TPN Bureau
BJP MP Dharmapuri 
Arvind on Tuesday 
addressed media spec-
ulation surrounding 
his recent meeting 
with party colleague 
Raghunandan Rao, 
dismissing rumours 
and clarifying the 
purpose of  the inter-
action. Arvind said 
that contrary to some 
circulating claims, the 
meeting was strictly 
political and organi-
sational in nature, 
focused on party strat-
egy and unity ahead 
of  the upcoming mu-
nicipal elections.
Speaking to reporters 
near Indira Park, he 
emphasised that his 
engagement with Rag-
hunandan Rao was 
not driven by any per-
sonal agendas or hid-
den motives. Arvind 
said attempts to inter-
pret the meeting as an-
ything other than nor-
mal political dialogue 
were misleading and 
unnecessary, and that 
BJP leaders regularly 
meet to coordinate on 
organisational priori-
ties, candidate selec-
tion and campaign 
planning.
The MP also pushed 
back against social 
media chatter and 
commentary that sug-
gested internal divi-
sions within the party. 
He noted that differ-
ences of  opinion are a 
natural part of  demo-
cratic politics, but 
stressed that specula-
tion aimed at portray-
ing disarray within 
the BJP was unfound-
ed. According to him, 
leaders like Raghu-
nandan Rao and him-

self  remain focused 
on strengthening the 
party’s grassroots 
presence and prepar-
ing for the electoral 
battles ahead.
Arvind reiterated his 
commitment to work-
ing in harmony with 
all party units and 
leaders to ensure a co-
hesive approach to the 
civic polls, where the 
BJP aims to expand its 
footprint across urban 
local bodies. He un-
derscored the impor-
tance of  strategic dis-
cussions among MPs 
and office-bearers to 
address local issues, 
refine campaign mes-
saging and build sup-
port in key constitu-
encies.
On questions about 
how the meeting was 
interpreted by politi-
cal opponents, Arvind 
urged critics to re-
frain from “over-sen-
sationalising” routine 
organisational discus-
sions. He maintained 
that BJP members 
are experienced poli-

ticians who engage 
regularly to fine-tune 
positions and policies, 
and that such meet-
ings should not be 
misconstrued as signs 
of  discord or contro-
versy.Arvind’s com-
ments reflect ongoing 
political manoeuvring 
in Telangana as par-
ties prepare intensive-
ly for the municipal 
elections. By publicly 
clarifying the nature 
of  his interaction 
with Raghunandan 
Rao, he sought to un-
derline a message of  
coordination and fo-
cus within the BJP as 
it gears up to compete 
across urban bodies 
and local governance 
structures.
The MP concluded by 
urging media and po-
litical commentators 
alike to prioritise sub-
stantive issues over 
speculation, empha-
sising that citizens ex-
pect results-oriented 
leadership as electoral 
contests approach.

Former Minister Singireddy Niranjan Reddy Condemns SIT Summons 
of Ex-MP Santosh Kumar



05 HYDERABAD, 28TH JANUARY, 2026 www.truepointnews.com

REGIONAL

Sangareddy, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Senior Congress lead-
er and Sangareddy MLA 
T. Jagga Reddy has 
strongly opposed plans 
to relocate the Sangared-
dy District Registrar Of-
fice and the Sangareddy 
Registration Office to an-
other location, warning 
officials against taking 
any unilateral action. 
Speaking to the media on 
Tuesday, he said shifting 
the office would create 
significant inconven-
ience for residents and 
urged authorities to re-
consider the proposal.

The controversy arose 
after reports emerged 
that officials were plan-
ning to move the offices 
under the name of  an 
“Integrated Registration 
Office” to Kardhanur in 
the Patancheru Assem-
bly constituency. Jagga 
Reddy described the 
move as ill-conceived 
and emphasized that the 
registrar office, being a 
district-level facility, 
should remain in San-
gareddy, the district 
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  H e 
stressed that relocating 
it would burden resi-
dents who visit the office 
for routine registration 
work, legal documenta-
tion, and property-relat-
ed matters.

Jagga Reddy suggested 
that if  the government 
intends to improve regis-
tration services in Pa-
tancheru, it should focus 

on upgrading or relocat-
ing the Patancheru Sub-
Registrar Office within 
the same constituency, 
rather than moving a 
major district office. He 
warned that any attempt 
to transfer the Sangared-
dy registrar office with-
out proper consultations 
would meet with strong 
opposition from both the 
public and local political 
leaders.

The MLA also clarified 
that no relocation deci-
sion should be imple-
mented until he person-
ally discusses the matter 
with District In-charge 
Minister Damodar Raja 
Narasimha and Revenue 
Minister Ponguleti Srini-

vasa Reddy. He described 
his statement as both a 
caution and a recom-
mendation, emphasizing 
that officials must re-
spect administrative hi-
erarchy and the con-
cerns of  the district 
residents before taking 
action.

Local residents, prop-
erty owners, and legal 
professionals have ex-
pressed concern that re-
locating the office would 
complicate registration 
procedures and increase 
travel time, especially 
for people from sur-
rounding mandals who 
regularly visit Sangared-
dy for official work. Jag-
ga Reddy’s intervention 

has heightened attention 
on the issue, signaling 
that political leadership 
is taking public conveni-
ence seriously.

While the Registration 
Department has not is-
sued any formal clarifi-
cation regarding the re-
l o c a t i o n  p r o p o s a l , 
political observers sug-
gest that Jagga Reddy’s 
firm stance is likely to 
delay or halt any imme-
diate action. The issue 
highlights the impor-
tance of  consulting elect-
ed representatives and 
local stakeholders before 
making administrative 
changes that impact pub-
lic services.

At present, the pro-

posed relocation appears 
to be on hold as authori-
ties await further discus-
sions with the MLA and 
ministers. Jagga Reddy 
reiterated that the regis-
trar office must continue 
to operate from San-
gareddy, ensuring that 
the district’s administra-
tive and public service 
functions remain acces-
sible and efficient.

The episode under-
scores how administra-
tive decisions in Telan-
gana are increasingly 
subject to scrutiny by 
political leaders, with 
public convenience be-
ing a decisive factor in 
shaping gover nment 
action.

Madhira, January 
2 7 ,  2 0 2 6  |  T P N 
Bureau

Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti 
V i k r a m a r k a  o n 
Wednesday addressed 
a press meeting in 
Madhira, urging peo-
ple to support Con-
gress candidates in 
the upcoming munici-
pal  elections and 
highlighting the gov-
ernment’s achieve-
ments over the past 
two years.

Bhatti emphasized 
that ministers, MLAs, 
municipal chairper-
sons, party leaders, 
and workers must 
function as a unified 
team, explaining the 
various development 
and welfare programs 
implemented by the 
Praja Government to 
the public. He said 
that the government 
has undertaken nu-
merous initiatives to 
improve the living 
standards of  the ur-
ban poor and middle-
class families, with 
targeted plans for 
h o u s i n g ,  e m p l oy -
m e n t ,  a n d  s o c i a l 
welfare.

Highlighting the 
state’s economic vi-
sion, Bhatti referred 
to the Telangana 2047 
Vision Document, 
aiming to transform 
Telang ana into  a 
three-trillion-dollar 
economy capable of  
competing globally. 
He said that support-
ing Congress candi-
dates in municipal 
elections is essential 
to achieving this am-
bitious goal.

Focusing on wom-
en’s empowerment, 
Bhatti  noted that 
through MeMPA (Mis-
sion for Empower-
ment of  Municipal 
Women), the govern-
ment has provided 
₹6,000 crore in inter-
est-free loans to wom-
en in municipalities 
to strengthen their fi-

nancial independ-
ence. He added that 
Telangana’s urban ar-
eas are witnessing 
significant employ-
ment growth, guided 
by the government’s 
CURE, PURE, and 
REAR policies, de-
signed to integrate ur-
ban and rural eco-
nomic clusters for 
balanced develop-
ment. In rural areas 
near municipalities, 
the gover nment is 
promoting agricul-
ture-linked industries 
under the REAR (Ru-
ral Agro Regional 
Economy) program, 
providing employ-
ment and additional 
income for local farm-
ers while increasing 
the value of  agricul-
t u r a l  p r o d u c e 
systematically.

Bhatti also high-
lighted the distribu-
tion of  new ration 
cards for families pre-
viously waiting for 
months, covering 1.03 
crore households out 
of  1.15 crore families. 
For low-income and 
vulnerable groups, 
the government pro-
vides up to 200 units 
of  free electricity, 
funded by the state. 
Women across Telan-
gana now enjoy free 
travel on RTC buses, 
enhancing mobility 

and participation in 
social and economic 
activities.

Education and skill 
development remain 
a key focus. Bhatti 
said the government 
has set up Advanced 
Technology Centers 
in all constituency 
headquarters and is 
building Young India 
Residential Schools to 
provide world-class 
education to under-
privileged children 
from backward com-
munities. Bhatti con-
cluded by reiterating 
that municipal elec-
tions are critical for 
sustaining Telanga-
na’s development tra-
jectory. He urged citi-
zens to vote massively 
for Congress candi-
dates, ensuring that 
the welfare, empower-
ment, and growth pro-
grams of  the Praja 
Government continue 
to benefit every sec-
tion of  society.

This appeal reflects 
the  gover nment ’s 
push to connect elec-
toral support with on-
going urban and rural 
development initia-
tives, highlighting 
achievements in fi-
nancial inclusion, 
women’s empower-
ment, education, em-
ployment, and social 
welfare.

Jaggareddy Opposes Relocation of Sangareddy 
Registrar Office

Deputy CM Bhatti Urges Support for 
Congress in Municipal Elections

Karimnagar, January 
27, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Karimnagar district 
witnessed a grand cele-
bration of  Sri Ven-
kateswara Swamy Kaly-
anam on the historic 
Old Market Road as part 
of  the annual Brahmot-
savam festivities of  the 
temple. The event drew 
thousands of  devotees 
from across the district, 
making it a vibrant dis-
p l ay  o f  f a i t h  a n d 
tradition.

As part of  the celebra-
tions, Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar presented 
traditional silk gar-
ments to the deity, a cus-
tomary offering from 
the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD). 
The presentation of  
these sacred silk clothes 
is considered a mark of  
devotion and is an im-
portant highlight of  the 
Kalyanam ceremony.

The programme saw 
the participation of  sev-
eral dignitaries from 
TTD, including Deputy 

Executive Officer Lok 
Nath, Sud Chairman 
Komatireddy Narendra 
Reddy, RDO Mahesh, 
and the temple Execu-
tive Officer, along with 
other prominent leaders 
and of ficials. Their 
presence underscored 
the significance of  the 
annual festival and its 
cultural and spiritual 
i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e 
region.

 Thousands of  devo-
tees gathered to witness 
the ceremonial rituals, 
chanting hymns and of-
fering prayers during 
the Kalyanam. The 
event maintained its 
traditional grandeur, 
with elaborate decora-
tions, musical perfor-
mances, and religious 
rituals conducted ac-
cording  to  a g e -o ld 
customs.

Minister  Ponnam 
Prabhakar emphasized 
the importance of  pre-
serving religious tradi-
tions and cultural herit-
age while noting the 

devotion and enthusi-
asm of  the local commu-
nity in sustaining such 
festivities. The event 
served not only as a 
spiritual gathering but 
also as a celebration of  
Karimnagar’s cultural 
identity.

The annual Brahmot-
savam, culminating 

with the Kalyanam, is a 
major religious and so-
cial event in Karimna-
gar, attracting devotees, 
leaders, and pilgrims 
from neighboring areas. 
The celebrations high-
lighted community par-
ticipation, devotion, 
and the collective spirit 
in keeping traditional 

practices alive.
Overall, the Sri Ven-

kateswara Swamy Kaly-
anam in Karimnagar 
was marked by faith, 
festivity, and cultural vi-
brancy, reinforcing the 
city’s reputation as a 
center of  devotion and 
traditional heritage in 
Telangana.

Grand Celebration of Sri Venkateswara Swamy Kalyanam 
in Karimnagar

Ponnam Prabhakar Reviews Development Work at Vemulawada
Rajanna Sircilla, Jan-

uary 28, 2026 | TPN 
Bureau

Rajanna Sircilla dis-
trict witnessed a signifi-
cant visit by Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar and 
Government Whip Adi 
Srinivas to the Sri Raja-
rajeshwara Swamy 
Temple in Vemulawada, 
where they performed 
special poojas and re-
viewed ongoing develop-
ment works at the tem-
ple premises.

Speaking at a media 
interaction, Minister 
Prabhakar expressed 
his blessings for all dev-
otees and highlighted 
the government’s focus 
on development and wel-
fare ahead of  the up-
coming municipal elec-
t ions scheduled in 
February. He urged vot-
ers to elect Congress 
candidates in all munic-
ipalities and municipal 
corporations, emphasiz-
ing that the Praja Gov-
ernment under Chief  

Minister Revanth Reddy 
has ensured comprehen-
sive development, in-
cluding essential infra-
structure and welfare 
schemes, in urban and 
rural areas alike.

The Minister con-
trasted the current ad-
ministration’s perfor-
mance with previous 
governments, noting 
that over the last ten 
years, not a single dou-
ble-bedroom house was 
allotted, whereas under 
his tenure, 3,500 In-
diramma houses have 
been sanctioned for the 
constituency. Similarly, 
ration cards are being 
issued to all eligible citi-
zens without political 
bias, and distribution of  
Sanna rice is being car-
ried out,  a scheme 
unique to Telangana.

Highlighting electric-
ity reforms, he said that 
families who previously 
had to pay ₹1,000 per 
month for electricity are 
now provided 200 units 

of  free supply monthly. 
Women traveling across 
the state, including to 
Vemulawada and Sam-
makka Saralamma Jata-
ra, can avail of  free RTC 
bus travel, a scheme val-
ued at ₹9,000 crore, fund-
ed entirely  by the 
government.

Minister Prabhakar 
also spoke about farmer 
we l f a r e,  i n c l u d i n g 
Rythu Bharosa, loan 
waivers, and 500 bonus 
payments for minor 
crops, and emphasized 
that the government is 
filling vacant jobs quick-

ly through a job calen-
dar, improving employ-
ment opportunities 
across the state.

Regarding temple de-
velopment, he clarified 
that Vemulawada tem-
ple improvements are 
ongoing and under gov-
ernment supervision, 
including foundation 
stone laying for key pro-
jects and modernization 
of  the bus station and 
other facilities. He re-
jected claims that Am-
rut schemes were elec-
tion-centric, stating that 
development initiatives 

are long-term and con-
tinuous, not tied to elec-
toral politics.

On political matters, 
Prabhakar criticized op-
position attempts to po-
liticize development, cit-
ing instances where 
voters elected Congress 
candidates despite oppo-
sition campaigns. He re-
iterated that all urban 
development, health-
care, and educational 
programs are being im-
plemented transparent-
ly, and assured that dis-
trict reorganization will 
not  af fect  ongoing 

Pippiri Village Transforms into Model Village 
Under Deputy CM Bhatti’s Guidance

Adilabad, January 
2 7 ,  2 0 2 6  |  T P N 
Bureau

Pippiri village in 
Bazarhatnur mandal, 
Both Assembly con-
stituency, is witness-
ing rapid develop-
ment  a f ter  being 
adopted by Telangana 
Deputy Chief  Minis-
t e r  M a l l u  B h at t i 
Vikramarka. The ini-
tiative follows the his-
toric People’s March 
Padayatra conducted 
by Bhatti Vikramarka 
during his tenure as 
Congress Legislature 
Party leader, where 
he promised to trans-
form Pippiri into a 
model village once in 
power.

Under his direc-
tion, all development 
works in the village 
have accelerated. Ce-
ment roads and drain-
age systems have 
been approved and 
constructed across all 
colonies, giving the 
village a modern look. 
What was once an or-
dinary rural settle-
ment is now steadily 
becoming a role mod-
el village, with visible 
improvements in in-

frastructure, sanita-
tion, housing, and the 
implementation of  
government welfare 
schemes.

The newly appoint-
ed village council, led 
by the sarpanch, has 
worked closely with 
the administration to 
ensure that develop-
ment efforts are car-
ried out efficiently. 
Projects under the In-
diramma housing 
scheme, sanitation 
drives, and transpar-
ent delivery of  gov-
ernment welfare pro-
grams are creating a 
positive impact and 
setting benchmarks 
for other villages in 
the district.

E d u c a t i o n  a n d 
health have also been 
a major focus. Schools 
are being modern-
ized, Anganwadi cent-
ers strengthened, and 
health sub-centers 
equipped with basic 
facilities. The village 
has successfully im-
plemented the Safe 
D r i n k i n g  Wa t e r 
Scheme,  ensuring 
clean water reaches 
every household.

Being an agricul-

ture-dependent vil-
lage, Pippiri has re-
c e iv e d  e n h a n c e d 
infrastructure for 
farmers, including 
plans for lift irriga-
tion, which will pro-
vide water through-
out  the year and 
create employment 
oppor tunit ies  for 
farm laborers. Effec-
tive implementation 
of  the National Rural 
Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme has fur-
ther boosted liveli-
h o o d s,  i n c r e a s e d 
water storage, and re-
duced seasonal mi-
gration, enabling vil-
lagers to live with 
dignity in their own 
homes.

Deputy CM Bhatti’s 
adoption of  Pippiri 
has strengthened the 
village’s trust in gov-
ernment initiatives. 
Transparent distribu-
tion of  welfare bene-
fits, irrespective of  
political affiliation, 
has enhanced confi-
dence in local govern-
ance, the Deputy CM’s 
guidance, and the 
leadership of  the 
sarpanch.
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India Has Options. A Deal With Europe Would 
Prove It

When Ursula von der Ley-
en took the stage at Davos, 
she made an unmistakable 
point: Europe’s future auton-
omy runs through New Del-
hi. By placing India at the 
heart of  her declaration of  
European independence, the 
president of  the European 
Commission signalled both 
urgency and intent. Her im-
minent visit to India, she 
said, was meant to “ener-
gise” the relationship—and, 
ideally, to close the remain-
ing gaps in a free-trade agree-
ment that has been under ne-
gotiation for decades between 
two of  the world’s largest 
economies.

Von der Leyen has de-
scribed the prospective pact 
as “the mother of  all deals”. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi should take her at her 
word and deliver it when she 
arrives this week. Not simply 
because Europe wants it, or 
because India would benefit 
from it, but because of  the 
message it would send to 
Washington—and to US Pres-
ident Donald Trump in 
particular.

Europe’s sudden push is 
easy to understand. The con-
tinent is under pressure from 
nearly every direction. Rus-
sian aggression continues to 
test its security architecture. 
China’s economic coercion 
weighs heavily on its indus-
tries. Inter nally, Europe 
grapples with slow growth, 
political fragmentation, and 
str uctural  weaknesses. 
Looming over all of  this is a 
deepening anxiety about the 
United States: what began as 
concern about American dis-
engagement has hardened 
into alarm at open intimida-
tion from Washington.

India, by contrast, appears 
as a rare constant in an un-
settled world. Its economy is 
growing steadily. Its politics, 
while noisy, are broadly pre-
dictable. It poses no existen-
tial threat to Europe. New 
Delhi may not align perfectly 
with European capitals on 
climate policy or on Ukraine, 
but it does not seek to coerce, 
expropriate, or humiliate its 
partners. In today’s climate, 
that counts for a great deal.

When von der Leyen ar-
rives in New Delhi as the 
chief  guest for Republic Day 
celebrations, Prime Minister 
Modi will extend the custom-
ary warmth and ceremony. 
But symbolism alone will not 
suffice. This is the moment to 
cut through the thicket of  
red tape and unresolved dis-
putes that have long stalled 
the free-trade agreement.

Officially, negotiations 
were meant to conclude by 
the end of  2025. In practice, 
India has spent much of  the 
past year glancing nervously 
toward the White House. 
New Delhi has been reluc-
tant to finalise concessions 
with the European Union 
that could later be treated as 
a baseline for fresh demands 

from an “America First” ad-
ministration. From a purely 
tactical standpoint, it also 
made sense to stabilise rela-
tions with the more volatile 
partner first.

That strategy now looks 
increasingly untenable. 
Prospects of  a reliable trade 
understanding between In-
dia and the United States 
have faded. President Trump 
appears less interested in 
mutual accommodation than 
in public submission. He 
seems to want India to abase 
itself—to credit him person-
ally for deal-making bril-
liance, and even to express 
gratitude for his role in 
maintaining peace in South 
Asia. That is something 
Modi simply cannot do. His 

nationalist political base 
would not allow it, and nor 
should it.

Even if  India were willing 
to swallow its pride, there is 
little reason to believe that 
concessions alone would 
change Trump’s posture. It is 
hard to imagine any set of  of-
fers persuading him to with-
draw the punitive 50 per cent 
tariffs imposed on Indian 
goods, abandon his long-held 
belief  that India is unfairly 
“getting something for noth-
ing”, and suddenly embrace 
partnership and integration. 
The bilateral relationship is 
stuck in a rut that goodwill 
alone cannot fix.

Something more disrup-
tive is required to reset the 
dynamic.

Indian concerns about how 
Washington might react to a 
comprehensive India-EU 
trade deal are understanda-
ble. To protectionists, every 
agreement signed without 
them is, by definition, an 
agreement signed against 
them. And everything known 
about Trump suggests he 
would view such a pact as a 
deliberate provocation: a Eu-
rope he has recently mocked 
and pressured joining forces 
with an India he is trying to 
corner.

H i s  r e s p o n s e  w o u l d 
likely be, to put it mildly, 
intemperate.

Modi should welcome that 
reaction rather than fear it. 
He should sign the deal not in 
spite of  American pressure, 

but because of  it.
Trump, above all, respects 

strength—or at least the ap-
pearance of  strength. Europe 
and Brazi l  are  pushed 
around; China and Russia 
are not. India has discovered, 
uncomfortably, that when 
faced with an unfriendly 
United States it has less lev-
erage than it assumed. If  
New Delhi is looking for a 
way to demonstrate that it 
will not be bullied, there 
could hardly be a clearer sig-
nal than concluding one of  
the largest bilateral trade 
agreements in history.

Domestic politics also ar-
gue in favour of  boldness. 
Modi’s voters may have little 
interest in the technicalities 
of  phytosanitary standards, 

data-protection regimes, or 
regulatory harmonisation. 
But they understand defi-
ance. They recognise mo-
ments when their prime min-
ister takes a stand. Finalising 
a major agreement with Eu-
rope precisely when it is in 
Trump’s crosshairs would be 
read not as weakness, but as 
confidence—evidence that 
India can navigate a crowded 
and often hostile world on its 
own terms.

The agreement on offer 
will not be perfect. No trade 
deal ever is. Some agricultur-
al products may be excluded. 
Indian carmakers may not 
receive the protection they 
seek. European activists will 
almost certainly raise con-
cerns about labour rights 
and environmental safe-
guards. These imperfections 
are inevitable.

But delay carries its own 
risks. The longer negotia-
tions drag on, the greater the 
chance that this narrow win-
dow of  opportunity will 
close. The broader and more 
ambitious the agreement be-
comes, the likelier it is to fall 
victim to political paraly-
sis—especially in the Euro-
pean Parliament, which has 
already consigned the EU-
Latin America trade agree-
ment to a kind of  legal limbo. 
In trade diplomacy, perfec-
tionism often amounts to 
paralysis.

A timely deal with Europe 
would force Washington to 
acknowledge a reality it has 
been reluctant to accept: In-
dia has options, and it is pre-
pared to act on them. As a by-
product, the agreement could 
help reorient parts of  the In-
dian economy—particularly 
in energy and manufactur-
ing—away from pathways 
blocked by American trade 
barriers erected against 
China.

For more than a decade, a 
succession of  press releases 
has promised that the India-
EU free-trade agreement 
would be historic. If  that 
claim is to mean anything, 
the moment to act is now.

History, after all, is rarely 
made by waiting for ideal 
conditions.

Fashioning Victimhood in an Age of Real Precarity
Every so often, a piece of  

writing appears that is so ex-
quisitely disconnected from 
reality that it feels less like 
commentary and more like 
performance art. Divia Thani’s 
recent Vogue essay about wear-
ing saris in London and discov-
ering—apparently to her own 
surprise—that this has become 
a political act belongs firmly in 
that category. Published under 
the sweeping headline “Wear-
ing My Sari in London Is No 
Longer Just a Matter of  Per-
sonal Style – It’s Political, 
Too,” the piece argues that an 
editor’s luxury fashion choices 
now constitute resistance in an 
era of  rising anti-immigrant 
sentiment. It reads not as jour-
nalism or reflection, but as an 
unintentional parody of  elite 
media solipsism. The only 
problem is that the author 
seems entirely sincere.

Thani’s central claim is that 
her choice to wear saris in Lon-
don is an act of  courage, a dec-
laration of  identity in a hostile 
environment. The essay insists 
that personal style—specifi-
cally, highly curated, high-end 
personal style—has taken on 
political weight. Yet the gulf  
between this claim and lived 
reality is so vast that it be-
comes almost comical.

The disconnect is clearest in 
the anecdotes meant to illus-
trate her transformation. Tha-
ni recalls how, decades ago, she 
arrived at an American univer-
sity armed with “two suitcases 
with DKNY sweaters, blue 
jeans and a Michael Kors back-
pack with gold buckles,” hop-
ing to blend in. Today, she 
writes, she fills multiple suit-
cases with saris so she can ex-
press her authentic self  while 

living in London. This evolu-
tion is framed as both libera-
tion and resistance. The reader 
is invited to see her wardrobe 
shift not simply as personal 
preference or confidence 
earned with age and status, but 
as a meaningful intervention 
in Britain’s culture wars.

From there, the essay veers 
into territory that only the 
fashion pages could treat as 
subversive. Wearing an ivory 
handwoven Chanderi sari with 
a Zara crop top to Wimbledon, 
or a navy-and-silver sari under 
a blazer paired with a Chanel 
bag at lunch, is presented as an 
act of  quiet defiance. A se-
quined Manish Malhotra sari 
worn with Cartier jewellery 
becomes, somehow, part of  the 
struggle against xenophobia. It 
is hard to read this without 
thinking of  an Onion headline 
accidentally published as ear-
nest commentary.

Thani writes with breathless 
sincerity about how wearing a 
sari makes her “stand a bit 
straighter, a bit taller, to walk 
with a little swagger.” That is a 
perfectly reasonable emotional 
response to feeling confident 
and well dressed. But she then 
stretches that feeling into a po-
litical claim, suggesting that 
this confidence itself  is a con-
tribution to resisting anti-im-
migrant hostility. The effect is 
surreal. A luxury fashion edi-
tor describes her jewellery and 
couture, then pivots to anti-im-
migration marches, as if  the 
two occupy the same moral 
register.

This would merely be silly if  
it weren’t for the gravity of  the 
issues she gestures toward. 
Anti-immigrant politics in 
Britain are not an abstract aes-

thetic debate. They have mate-
rial consequences for people 
who are surveilled, detained, 
deported, and denied basic 
rights. Against that backdrop, 
treating a designer sari as a 
brave stand against oppression 
feels not just naïve, but 
insulting.

There is also something 
strikingly tone-deaf  about the 
author’s self-positioning. Tha-
ni comes from Mumbai, a city 
where wealth and poverty ex-

ist in jarring proximity, where 
inequality is not theoretical 
but unavoidable. To arrive in 
London and cast herself  as a 
figure of  embattled visibility 
requires an extraordinary sus-
pension of  context. She is nei-
ther British aristocracy cling-
ing to a fading past nor a 
precarious migrant navigating 
a hostile system. She is a glob-
ally mobile, well-connected 
editor whose image is careful-
ly constructed, photographed, 

and monetised. Her vulnera-
bi l i ty  is  aesthet ic,  not 
structural.

That performance of  vulner-
ability—delivered from within 
a cocoon of  comfort—is where 
the essay collapses into farce. 
The reader is asked to treat vis-
ibility chosen from a position 
of  security as equivalent to 
visibility imposed on those 
without protection. But these 
are not the same things. Choos-
ing to stand out when one has 

wealth, citizenship, and insti-
tutional backing is categori-
cally different from being 
forced into visibility when one 
has none of  those buffers.

The farce is completed by a 
telling institutional detail. In 
2023, the British Society of  
Magazine Editors awarded 
Thani a DEI honour, a category 
originally intended to recog-
nise those facing genuine 
structural barriers within the 
industry. Thani plainly does 
not. She is not marginalised, 
underrepresented, or excluded 
from opportunity in any mean-
ingful sense. That she can be 
repackaged as a “diversity” 
figure speaks less to her cir-
cumstances than to how emp-
tied of  substance that lan-
guage has become.

When institutions begin 
awarding inclusion honours to 
individuals whose lives are de-
fined by access and comfort, 
DEI stops naming injustice 
and becomes a form of  corpo-
rate self-congratulation. It 
turns structural critique into 
branding and replaces materi-
al analysis with optics. Thani’s 
essay is not an outlier in this 
ecosystem; it is its logical 
outcome.

What makes the piece more 
than merely ridiculous is its 
timing. Britain is currently 
home to people living with real 
fear and real deprivation. Mi-
grants trapped in the so-called 
hostile environment. Asylum 
seekers housed in unsafe, de-
g rading accommodation. 
Workers denied legal status 
and basic protections. Fami-
lies living under the constant 
threat of  deportation. Refu-
gees demonised daily in tab-
loids and political speeches. 

These people do not get to turn 
identity into an aesthetic 
choice. They do not receive ap-
plause for “walking with swag-
ger.” Their lives are shaped by 
policy, prejudice, and poverty 
in ways that no amount of  cou-
ture can approximate.

Against that reality, the 
Vogue essay feels like a slap in 
the face. It recentres attention 
on someone whose greatest 
challenge is how best to acces-
sorise heritage while attend-
ing elite social events, then 
asks readers to treat that 
choice as an act of  bravery. It 
collapses politics into person-
al branding and turns suffer-
ing into a backdrop for 
self-expression.

A Facebook commenter cap-
tured this deflation perfectly: 
“An Indian woman wearing a 
blingy sari to an event in Lon-
don is not a political statement 
and it doesn’t exactly make 
her a suffragette. Better jour-
nalism, Vogue.” The bluntness 
resonates because it punctures 
the fantasy at the heart of  the 
essay.

There is nothing wrong with 
loving saris, celebrating Indi-
an fashion, or feeling pride in 
cultural identity. Those are 
pleasures, not sins. The prob-
lem arises when those pleas-
ures are recast as political re-
sistance while the scale of  
actual suffering is ignored 
or  minimised.  I f  Vo gue 
wants to engage seriously 
with immigration, racism, 
and belonging, it  should 
start by distinguishing be-
tween privilege and persecu-
tion—and by resisting the 
temptation to flatter writers 
who confuse  a  designer 
wardrobe with courage.



07 www.truepointnews.com

INDIA
HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY, 28.01.2026

Government Defends G-RAM-G Jobs Scheme 
Amid Opposition Protests 

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday 
reaffirmed that the govern-
ment has no plans to roll back 
the recently passed G-RAM-G 
rural jobs guarantee scheme, 
despite mounting opposition 
protests. “Once the law is be-
fore the country, we have to fol-
low it… we cannot reverse gear 
and go back to the past. It can-
not happen,” Rijiju asserted.

The G-RAM-G scheme, 
which replaced the 20-year-old 
MNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act), was cleared by 
Pa rl i a m e n t  d u r i n g  l a s t 
month’s winter session. The 
legislation has sparked intense 
criticism, particularly over its 
name—which references Lord 
Ram instead of  Mahatma Gan-
dhi—and its structural provi-
sions, which some opposition 
parties argue could undermine 
job guarantees for the rural 
poor.

The government, however, 
defended G-RAM-G as a mod-
ernized and more efficient al-
ternative to MNREGA, citing 
its increased minimum work-

days from 100 to 125 and re-
forms designed to reduce cor-
r u p t i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e 
accountability.
Opposition Pushback

Protests against the scheme 
have intensified ahead of  the 
upcoming budget session of  
Parliament, with several oppo-
sition-ruled states passing res-
olutions against G-RAM-G. 
Telangana (Congress), Punjab 
(AAP), and Tamil Nadu (DMK) 
have already approved anti-G-
RAM-G measures, and Karna-
taka (Congress) is expected to 
follow suit.

The issue recently created a 
high-profile confrontation in 
Karnataka, where Governor 
Thawaarchand Gehlot refused 
to read a speech prepared by 
the state government for the 
opening joint session of  the 
legislature. Gehlot cited 11 sec-
tions critical of  G-RAM-G, 
which the state refused to re-
move, leading to the Governor 
walking out amid protests 
from Congress lawmakers. The 
BJP demanded action against 
those lawmakers, alleging they 

physically obstructed the Gov-
ernor’s exit.
Key Features of G-RAM-G

1. Guaranteed Workdays: 
The scheme guarantees 
a minimum of  125 work-
days per year, up from 
MNREGA’s 100. How-
ever, this applies only 
to areas officially noti-
fied as rural by the cen-
tral government, a cri-
terion retained from 
MNREGA.

2. Funding Structure: Un-
der G-RAM-G, states 
will fund 40% of  total 
expenses (90% previous-
ly covered by the Centre 
under MNREGA), with 
hill and northeastern 
states contributing only 
10%. Union Territories 
will continue to receive 
100% central funding. 
The government argues 
this encourages state 
ownership of  the pro-
gramme, though critics 
contend it could strain 
state finances and limit 
work availability.

3. Central Oversight: The 
Centre will set stand-
ards, materials, and ap-
proved types of  work, 
ensuring compliance 
and enabling suspen-
sion of  funds in cases of  
irregularities. This con-
trasts with MNREGA, 
where panchayats had 
broader discretion over 
local work.

4. Work Categories: G-
RAM-G divides work 
into four sectors—water 
security, core rural in-
frastructure, livelihood 
assets, and climate resil-
ience. Critics argue this 
limits the flexibility pre-
viously available to pan-
chayats, potentially re-
ducing projects tailored 
to local needs.

The government maintains 
that financial burdens are cali-
brated according to state ca-
pacities and emphasizes that 
G-RAM-G represents a step for-
ward in modernizing India’s 
rural employment framework, 
balancing central oversight 
with local execution.

Vijay’s Jana Nayagan Faces Legal Hurdles Amid Election Timing 
and MCC Concerns

India-EU Free Trade Deal: Key Consumer 
and Industrial Benefits

Ayodhya Bureaucrat Resigns Amid 
Controversy Between Shankaracharya and 

Yogi Adityanath

In a dramatic escalation 
of  the ongoing dispute in-
volving Shankaracharya 
S w a m i  Av i m u k t e s h -
waranand Saraswati and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief  Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, an Ayod-
hya bureaucrat has re-
signed, citing support for 
the chief  minister, the 
Prime Minister, and the 
Constitution.

The controversy began 
earlier this month during 
the Magh Mela in Prayagraj. 
The Shankaracharya and 
his followers claimed they 
were prevented from taking 
a holy dip at the Sangam, 
while officials stated that 
the chariot procession was 
stopped to prevent a poten-
tial stampede in the crowd-
ed area. Authorities asked 
the religious leader to pro-
ceed on foot like other 
devotees.

Feeling insulted, the 
Shankaracharya launched a 
protest, leading to a sharp 
exchange of  words with 
Yogi Adityanath. The chief  
minister, without naming 
the seer, referred to a 
‘Kalanemi’—a demon from 
the Ramayana who dis-
guised himself  as a saint to 
deceive Lord Hanuman—
war ning people  to  be 

cautious.
In response, the Shanka-

racharya criticised the CM’s 
focus on religion, saying:

“A politician who is the 
chief  minister doesn’t talk 
about education, health, law 
and order, or the state’s 
prosperity. He talks about 
Kalanemi and religion and 
irreligion. The issue of  reli-
gion should be left to reli-
gious leaders.”

The seer also addressed 
the controversy surround-
ing the University Grants 
Commission’s (UGC) new 
guidelines on setting up 
committees, helplines, and 
monitoring mechanisms for 
complaints, particularly 
from SC, ST, and OBC stu-
dents. Critics, including 
general category students 
and some politicians, argue 
the framework could dis-
criminate against non-re-
served categories.

Speaking to IANS, the 
Shankaracharya said:

“No caste is inherently 
unjust; it is individuals who 
act unjustly. By pitching one 
caste against another, you 
are taking a misguided step. 
This could harm Hinduism. 
This law should be repealed 
immediately.”

Bureaucrat Resignation

On Tuesday, Prashant Ku-
mar Singh, the GST Com-
missioner of  Ayodhya, re-
signed, citing his inability to 
tolerate what he called an 
insult to Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, Prime Minister 
Modi, and the government.

Singh said:
“I have resigned in sup-

port of  the government, the 
chief  minister, the Prime 
Minister, Home Minister, the 
Constitution, and democra-
cy. I am pained by Avimuk-
t e s h w a r a n a n d ’s  u n re -
strained comments, which 
seem aimed at dividing 
society.”

The bureaucrat added that 
personal remarks were 
made against the chief  min-
ister and noted his gratitude 
toward the government:

“This government is my 
annadata (food provider). I 
am indebted to it. It is not 
my duty to keep drawing a 
salary like a robot. Yogi Adi-
tyanath is a democratically 
elected chief  minister, and I 
cannot tolerate this insult.”

Singh further stated that 
he was disheartened by the 
political controversy sur-
rounding the UGC issue and 
plans to pursue social work 
once his resignation is 
accepted.

 bring significant benefits 
for both consumers and in-
dustries in India, while also 
boosting exports to Europe. 
Officials have highlighted 
sector-specific outcomes 
that could reshape markets 
and pricing over the coming 
years.

Autos: Protecting Small Cars

India’s auto market is 
dominated by small cars 
priced between Rs 10 lakh 
and Rs 25 lakh, and the EU 
has limited interest in this 
segment. An official clari-
fied that under the agree-
ment, cars likely to sell be-
low Rs 25 lakh in India will 
not be exported from Eu-
rope, although EU manufac-
turers may produce such 
models locally. This provi-
sion aims to protect India’s 
domestic small-car market 
while allowing foreign in-
vestment and technology 
transfer.
Cheaper European Wine and 
Spirits

One of  the most visible 
impacts for consumers will 
be in wine and spirits. Cur-
rently, India levies a 150% 
import duty on European 
wines, but the FTA proposes 
to reduce it to 20% over 5-10 

years, gradually lowering 
prices of  imported wines, 
cognacs, and premium gins 
and vodkas. To safeguard do-
mestic producers, no duty 
concessions will apply for 
wines costing below 2.5 eu-
ros. Indian wines will also 
benefit from reduced duties 
in EU markets, enhancing 
their export potential.

Healthcare and Medicines

The deal is expected to 
make critical medicines and 
medical equipment import-
ed from Europe more afford-
able in India. State-of-the-art 
European technologies for 
treating cancer and other se-
rious illnesses will become 
accessible at lower costs. Ad-
ditionally, India-made medi-
cines will gain easier access 
to 27 European markets, 
boosting Indian pharmaceu-
tical exports.

Electronics and High-Tech 

Machinery

The agreement removes 
tariffs on aircraft spare 
parts, mobile phones, and 
other high-tech electronic 
items imported from Eu-
rope. This reduction will 
lower manufacturing costs 
for gadgets in India, poten-
tially making consumer 

electronics like mobile 
phones cheaper.
Steel, Chemicals, and Raw 

Materials

Another major benefit is 
the proposed zero tariffs on 
iron, steel, and chemical 
products, which could re-
duce raw material costs for 
construction and industrial 
projects. This would directly 
benefit industries as well as 
homebuyers and infrastruc-
ture developers.

Boost for Indian Exports

The FTA opens up Eu-
rope’s massive market for 
Indian garments, leather, 
jewellery, and other prod-
ucts, enhancing India’s ex-
port competitiveness. Com-
bined with duty reductions 
on key imports, the agree-
ment is expected to create a 
more balanced, mutually 
beneficial trade ecosystem.

Overall, the India-EU FTA 
promises to lower costs for 
consumers, reduce industri-
al input expenses, and ex-
pand export opportunities. 
Its phased implementation 
over the next 5-10 years en-
sures that domestic indus-
tries are safeguarded while 
India leverages greater ac-
cess to European markets.

The release of  actor Vijay’s 
much-anticipated farewell 
film, Jana Nayagan, has run 
into a significant legal road-
block, with the case now being 
closely examined through the 
lens of  the Model Code of  Con-
duct (MCC). Observers are 
drawing parallels with the 2019 
controversy surrounding the 
delayed release of  the Naren-
dra Modi biopic, which was 
held back ahead of  the general 
elections due to concerns over 
its potential influence on 
voters.

On Monday, the Madras 
High Court set aside an earlier 
directive issued by a single 
judge, which had instructed 
the Central Board of  Film Cer-
tification (CBFC) to grant the 
film a UA 16+ certificate. The 
division bench, comprising 
Chief  Justice Manindra Mo-
han and Justice Arul Muru-
gan, ruled that the single judge 
should have allowed the CBFC 
adequate time to file a counter-
affidavit before passing inter-
im orders. Consequently, the 
matter has been remitted to 
the single judge for a fresh 
hearing, potentially prolong-
ing the certification process 
and delaying the f i lm’s 
release.

Adding another layer to the 
issue, the bench considered a 
complaint submitted by a 
member of  the CBFC’s Exam-
ining Committee. The com-
plaint flagged concerns over 
the depiction of  an army-re-
lated emblem in the film and 
the absence of  a defence ex-
pert on the reviewing panel. 
These points are likely to play 
a critical role in the renewed 
legal proceedings, further 

complicating the path to 
certification.

Missed Release Dates and 
Election Timing

Jana Nayagan was initially 
scheduled to release on Janu-
ary 9, strategically timed to co-
incide with the Pongal holiday, 
a lucrative window for Tamil 
cinema. With today’s ruling 
failing to deliver a definitive 
resolution, producers had 
hoped for a new release around 
January 30 or even Valentine’s 
Day in February. However, 
with the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections set for April, political 
observers fear that any further 
delays could push the release 
dangerously close to the period 
when the Model Code of  Con-
duct is enforced.

Critics argue that if  the cer-
tification process extends into 
the election season, there is a 
risk that authorities could stall 
the release on grounds related 
to the MCC, echoing the 2019 
situation in which the Modi 
biopic was bar red from 
screening before polling due 

to concerns about electoral 
influence.

Political Implications for 
Vijay

The stakes for Vijay are par-
ticularly high given his grow-
ing political footprint. The su-
perstar has launched the 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) party, which is gearing 
up for its electoral debut. Jana 
Nayagan is widely perceived 
not only as Vijay’s cinematic 
farewell but also as a symbolic 
political statement ahead of  
the polls.

Vijay has been vocal about 
his political positions, refer-
ring to the ruling DMK as his 
“political enemy” and the BJP 
as his “ideological enemy,” 
while ruling out any alliance 
with the saffron party or its 
ally, AIADMK. Against this 
backdrop, DMK and Congress 
leaders have alleged that the 
Centre is using the CBFC to 
pressure Vijay into aligning 
with the NDA.

Responding to such specula-
tion, Vijay stated on Sunday, 

“Do you think I’d buckle under 
pressure? Nothing would work 
with me.” TVK leaders have 
also sought to differentiate 
Jana Nayagan from the 2019 
Modi biopic, arguing that the 
film is a work of  fiction rather 
than a political biopic. TVK 
spokesperson Felix Gerald 
told NDTV, “The film on Nar-
endra Modi highlighted his 
achievements. Jana Nayagan 
is fiction. This can’t be stopped 
in the same way.”

Legal and Symbolic Stakes
At the core of  the controver-

sy are questions of  freedom of  
expression, the authority of  
the CBFC, and the potential 
use of  the MCC to influence 
release timing. Key elements 
of  the legal dispute include 
the CBFC panel composition, 
objections raised by commit-
tee members, and the portray-
al  of  sensitive national 
symbols.

As the case returns to the 
single judge for a fresh hear-
ing, the clock ticks toward 
election season, placing Jana 
Nayagan at the intersection of  
cinema, law, politics, and pub-
lic discourse. The film’s fate 
will be closely watched not 
only by fans of  Vijay but also 
by political commentators and 
civil liberties advocates, as it 
highlights the complex inter-
play between entertainment 
and electoral regulations in 
India.

In short, Jana Nayagan now 
stands as a litmus test for the 
independence of  artistic ex-
pression in a politically 
charged environment, with 
the Model Code of  Conduct 
looming as a potential final 
barrier to its release. 
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India and EU Seal Landmark Free Trade 
Agreement Amid Strategic Convergence

In a historic moment 
combining diplomacy, 
strategy, and commerce, 
India and the European 
Union (EU) have finalized 
a long-awaited Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). The 
agreement was signed at 
the India-EU Summit in 
New Delhi, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
joined by European Com-
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen and Euro-
pean Council President 
Antonio Costa, who had 
recently attended India’s 
Republic Day celebrations 
as chief  guests. The event 
underscores the deal’s sig-
nificance as one of  the 
most consequential trade 
a g r e e m e n t s  o f  t h i s 
decade.

The FTA caps over two 
decades of  negotiations 
between two of  the world’s 
largest democratic mar-
kets. India and the EU 
have been strategic part-
ners since 2004, building a 
relationship anchored in 
shared democratic values, 
multilateralism, and a 
commitment to a rules-

based international order. 
Their historical ties ex-
tend even further, to 1962, 
when India established 
diplomatic relations with 
the European Economic 
Community, the EU’s 
precursor.

The timing of  the agree-
m e n t  c a r r i e s  a d d e d 
weight. Global trade and 
markets remain volatile 
amid resurgent tariff  
wars, ongoing supply 
chain disruptions, and the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
Against this backdrop, the 
India-EU FTA sends a 
strong signal in favor of  
open, predictable, and di-
versified trade at a mo-
ment when economic na-
tionalism is  gaining 
momentum worldwide.
Economic and Strategic 
Dimensions

Economically, India and 
the EU are already closely 
linked. The EU is India’s 
largest trading partner in 
goods, with bilateral trade 
reaching approximately 
USD 136 billion in 2024-25, 
alongside a steadily grow-

ing services trade. Euro-
pean companies have in-
vested heavily in India’s 
manufacturing, digital, 
and clean energy sectors, 
while Indian firms, par-
ticularly in IT services 
and phar maceuticals, 
have deepened their pres-
ence in Europe.

Despite this integra-
tion, trade between the 
two has long been consid-
ered “below potential”. 
Formal negotiations for a 
comprehensive FTA, in-
vestment protection pact, 
and geographical indica-
tions agreement resumed 
in 2021, with an ambitious 
goal to conclude by the 
end of  2025. Through con-
tinuous ministerial en-
gagement, the two sides 
bridged remaining gaps, 
resulting in a deal de-
scribed by diplomats as 
balanced and forward-
looking. The agreement 
lowers tariffs, eases regu-
latory barriers, opens ser-
v i c e s  m a rke t s ,  a n d 
strengthens supply chain 
resilience. India gains ac-
cess to a 450-million-

strong consumer market, 
while Europe deepens its 
footprint in one of  the 
world’s fastest-growing 
major economies.
Beyond Trade: Strategic 
Cooperation

The FTA also reflects a 
broader strategic align-
ment. India and the EU 
have expanded coopera-
tion in defence, maritime 
security, climate action, 
clean energy, digital tech-
nologies, and connectivity. 
Initiatives such as the In-
dia-EU Trade and Tech-
nology Council and the 
India-Middle East-Europe 
E c o n o m i c  C o r r i d o r 
(IMEC) highlight the in-
terlinkage of  trade, tech-
nology, and security. Joint 
naval exercises and de-
fence industrial collabora-
tion further demonstrate 
growing strategic trust.

The EU’s presence at In-
dia’s Republic Day rein-
forces the symbolic impor-
tance of  the partnership. 
Officials note that it sig-
nals Europe’s view of  In-
dia not just as a market 

but as a central pillar in 
its Indo-Pacific and global 
strategy.
Challenges and Outlook

Negotiations were com-
plex, with sensitive issues 
like market access, envi-
ronmental and labour 
standards, data flows, and 
public procurement re-
quiring careful resolu-
tion. Yet geopolitical and 
economic pressures—par-
ticularly the need to diver-
sify supply chains and up-
hold a rules-based trading 
system—created urgency.

The FTA marks the 
opening of  a new chapter 
in India-EU relations, 
weaving together econom-
ics, strategy, and shared 
values. In an era of  uncer-
tainty, the New Delhi 
handshake sends a clear 
message: two major de-
mocracies are choosing 
cooperation over confron-
tation and integration 
over isolation, setting a 
precedent for 21st-century 
global trade.

Canada and India to Expand Energy 
Trade, Relaunch Ministerial Dialogue 

Canada and India 
have agreed to strength-
en trade in oil and gas as 
the two countries seek to 
reboot their relationship 
following a period of  
diplomatic chill. Accord-
ing to a joint statement 
obtained by Bloomberg 
News, Ottawa will com-
mit to shipping more 
crude oil, liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG), and lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) 
to India, while New Del-
hi will increase exports 
of  refined petroleum 
products to Canada.

The announcement 
follows a meeting be-
tween Canadian Energy 
Minister Tim Hodgson 
and India’s Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri 
at India Energy Week in 
Goa, where both leaders 
relaunched the ministe-
rial energy dialogue. 
This mechanism, which 
had been the primary 
channel for energy coop-
eration between the two 
countries, had fallen 
dormant amid tensions 
sparked by the killing of  
a  C a n a d i a n  S i k h 
activist.

The renewed push 
marks a significant ef-
fort by Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney 
to diversify Canada’s ex-
port markets amid ris-
ing trade tensions with 
the United States. It also 
reflects Ottawa’s prag-
matic, economy-first ap-
proach to diplomacy 
with key Asian partners. 
Carney is expected to 
visit India in the coming 
weeks to further the re-
set, following prelimi-
nary talks with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in November aimed at 
exploring a comprehen-
sive economic partner-
ship agreement.

Beyond crude, LNG, 
and refined petroleum, 
the two ministers com-
mitted to facilitating 
greater reciprocal in-

vestment in each other’s 
energy sectors. Areas of  
potential collaboration 
include hydrogen, biofu-
els, battery storage, crit-
ical minerals, electricity 
systems, and the use of  
artificial intelligence in 
energy management. 
The relaunch of  the dia-
logue underscores both 
countries’ recognition 
of  the strategic and un-
tapped potential in en-
hancing their energy 
relationship.

Bilateral trade be-
tween Canada and India 
reached C$13.3 billion 
($9.7 billion) in 2024, but 
Ottawa sees substantial 
room for growth, par-
ticularly in energy. India 
currently accounts for 
just 1 percent of  Cana-
da’s critical minerals ex-
ports, highlighting the 
scale of  untapped oppor-
tunity. Canada began ex-
porting LNG to Asia in 
June 2025, and its LPG 
terminals provide rela-
tively short shipping 
routes to India. Addi-
tionally, the expansion 
of  the Trans Mountain 
pipeline has created a 
more direct path for 
crude shipments to In-
dia, although most Ca-
nadian barrels still tran-
sit through the US Gulf  
Coast.

The move follows Car-
ney’s recent visit to Bei-
jing, where he and Chi-
n e s e  P r e s i d e n t  X i 
Jinping agreed to reduce 

tariff  barriers. That 
agreement prompted US 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump to threaten 100% 
tarif fs on Canadian 
goods if  Ottawa final-
ized a trade deal with 
China. Carney has em-
phasized that Canada is 
not seeking a free trade 
agreement with China, 
instead focusing on 
pragmatic partnerships 
in  Asia ,  including 
India.

Analysts note that the 
relaunch of  the energy 
dialogue signals a strate-
gic recalibration in Can-
ada-India relations. By 
expanding energy trade 
and facilitating joint in-
vestments, both coun-
tries aim to strengthen 
economic ties, diversify 
supply chains, and build 
resilience against global 
trade uncertainties. For 
Canada, India repre-
sents a key growth mar-
ket, while India gains 
access to stable, diversi-
fied energy supplies to 
meet its rising domestic 
demand.

With Carney’s upcom-
ing visit and the re-
launch of  structured 
ministerial talks, the 
Canada-India energy 
partnership is poised to 
become a central pillar 
of  bilateral relations, re-
flecting both economic 
pragmatism and broad-
er geopolitical strategy 
in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

India and EU Conclude Free Trade Agreement, Sending Strong 
Political Signal Against Protectionism

India and the European 
Union (EU) have conclud-
ed negotiations for a pro-
posed free trade agree-
ment (FTA) aimed at 
boosting bilateral trade 
and strengthening eco-
nomic ties between two of  
the world’s largest econo-
mies. The deal, expected 
to be officially announced 
today, has been described 
by both sides as balanced, 
forward-looking, and stra-
tegically significant.

According to European 
Council President Anto-
nio Costa, the pact carries 
an important political 
message against rising 
tariffs and protectionism, 
particularly in the context 
of  global uncertainties 
driven by the trade poli-
cies of  US President Don-
ald  T r ump.  “In  our 
multipolar world, it is es-
sential that the EU and In-
dia become closer part-
n e r s , ”  C o s t a  s a i d . 
“Together, we can provide 
stability, predictability, 
and reliability in interna-
tional relations while pro-
tecting the international 
rules-based order.”

Costa, who attended In-
dia’s Republic Day cele-
brations as chief  guest 
alongside European Com-
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, empha-
sized that the India-EU 
deal would serve as a geo-

political stabilizer. He not-
ed that it demonstrates 
how nations can maintain 
open trade frameworks 
even when other coun-
tries are resorting to in-
creased tariffs. “This 
agreement sends an im-
portant political message 
to the world: India and the 
EU prioritize trade agree-
ments over tariffs,” he 
added.
Trade Significance

The EU is India’s larg-
est trading partner, and 
the proposed FTA is ex-
pected to expand both 
trade and investment, 
particularly in sectors af-
fected by Trump-era tar-
iffs. India’s bilateral trade 
in goods with the EU 
reached USD 136.53 bil-
lion in 2024-25, compris-
ing exports of  USD 75.85 
billion and imports of  
USD 60.68 billion. Trade 
in services with the EU in 
2024 totaled USD 83.10 
billion.

Currently, the EU im-
poses an average tariff  of  
about 3.8 percent on Indi-
an goods, though labour-
intensive sectors face 
higher duties of  roughly 
10 percent. India’s weight-
ed average duty on EU 
goods is around 9.3 per-
cent, with particularly 
high tariffs on automo-
biles and auto parts (35.5 

percent), plastics (10.4 
percent), and chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals (9.9 
percent).

When the FTA is signed, 
it is likely to enable duty-
free trade on a range of  
labour-intensive sectors, 
including textiles, chemi-
cals, gems and jewellery, 
electrical machinery, 
leather, and footwear. An-
alysts expect this to en-
hance India’s competitive-
n e s s  i n  ke y  e x p o r t 
segments, improve mar-
ket access, and support 
foreign investment flows.
Context of Global Trade 
Tensions

The global economy is 

currently navigating tur-
bulence amid Trump’s 
aggressive tariff  policies, 
which have unsettled 
markets and disrupted 
global supply chains. 
Against this backdrop, 
the India-EU FTA is 
widely seen as a strong 
signal in favor of  open, 
predictable, and diversi-
fied trade. By reducing 
barriers and fostering 
closer economic integra-
tion, the agreement posi-
tions both India and the 
EU as proponents of  
rules-based internation-
al trade.

Dubbed by EU leaders 
as the “mother of  all 
trade deals,” the pact not 

only strengthens econom-
ic links but also carries 
broader geopolitical sig-
nificance. It highlights 
the shared commitment 
of  India and the EU to 
promote stability, eco-
nomic cooperation, and a 
predictable global trad-
ing environment at a 
time when protectionist 
measures are gaining 
traction elsewhere.

Overall, the FTA repre-
sents a milestone in In-
dia-EU relations, expect-
ed to drive growth in 
trade, investment, and 
technolo g y transfers 
while signaling a united 
front against rising pro-
tectionism globally.

Carney Says Trump’s Tariff Threats Are Pre-
Negotiation Positioning Ahead of USMCA Review

Canadian Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney said 
Monday that some of  US 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s recent tariff  
threats against Canada 
should be seen as strate-
gic positioning ahead of  
negotiations to review 
the United States–Mexi-
co–Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) later this year. 
Carney described the 
upcoming process not as 
a full renegotiation but 
as a robust review, de-
signed to evaluate and 
update the agreement 
that has governed North 
American trade since 
2020. 

 “The president is a 
strong negotiator, and 
some of  these comments 
and positioning should 
be viewed in the broader 
context of  that,” Carney 
said, suggesting that 
Trump’s agg ressive 
rhetoric is part of  early 
negotiating tactics rath-
er than an imminent 
trade war. 

Trump stirred contro-
versy last weekend by 
threatening to impose 
100 percent tariffs on all 
Canadian imports if  
Canada proceeded with 
a trade deal with China. 
Carney and other Cana-
dian officials, however, 
have consistently main-
tained that Ottawa is not 
pursuing a comprehen-
sive free trade agree-
ment with Beijing, and 
that recent engage-
ments with China fo-
cused on resolving spe-
cific tarif f  disputes 
rather than crafting a 
broad FTA. 

Canadian Trade Min-
ister Dominic LeBlanc 
also weighed in, clarify-
ing that Canada’s dis-
cussions with China are 
limited in scope and cov-
er only a few sectors. He 
emphasised that the up-

coming talks with the 
United States will centre 
on the USMCA review, 
not a wide-ranging rene-
gotiation—contrasting 
sharply with the major 
overhaul that took place 
under Trump’s previous 
term. 

Under USMCA rules, 
Canada, the United 
States, and Mexico re-
view the pact periodi-
cally to ensure its terms 
remain effective. Car-
ney said that while up-
coming discussions 
could be lively, they are 
a standard part of  treaty 
obligations and do not 
indicate plans to dis-
mantle the existing 
agreement. 

Carney’s comments 
come amid heightened 
friction between Ottawa 
and Washington, part of  
a broader clash over 
trade and foreign policy. 
Trump’s tariff  threats 
surfaced against the 
backdrop of  Canada’s 
shifting trade dynamics, 
including a recent stra-
tegic partnership with 
China that involved re-
ducing tariffs on certain 
imports, such as electric 
vehicles, in exchange 
for lower duties on Ca-
nadian exports like agri-
cultural products. Car-
ney has defended these 

moves as pro Canadian 
and consistent with 
USMCA commitments, 
underscoring that there 
is no plan for a full Chi-
na free trade deal. 

The dispute has also 
taken on symbolic over-
tones, with Trump’s 
public criticism of  Car-
ney and even personal 
jabs on social media. De-
spite the rhetoric, Car-
ney has stuck to a diplo-
matic line, urging a 
focus on diversified eco-
nomic partnerships and 
cooperation with middle 
powers, comments that 
gained wide attention at 
events such as the World 
Economic Forum in 
Davos. 

Canada’s position re-
flects a balancing act be-
tween maintaining a 
strong trade relation-
ship with its largest 
partner—the United 
States—and pursuing 
economic diversifica-
tion through strategic 
engagements with other 
global economies. As 
the year’s USMCA re-
view unfolds, both sides 
will be watching closely 
to gauge how much of  
the recent tariff  talk is 
tactical posturing and 
how much might influ-
ence substantive trade 
policy.
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Indian Auto Stocks Slip After India-EU 
Free Trade Agreement; Analysts Weigh 

Impact

Shares of  Indian automakers de-
clined on January 27 following the fina-
lization of  the long-awaited India-Euro-
pean Union Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA), sparking concerns about the fu-
ture competitiveness of  domestic play-
ers. Analysts said the near-term market 
reaction reflects uncertainty over pric-
ing, demand, and margins, rather than 
any immediate impact on earnings.

Under the new FTA, India will gradu-
ally cut tariffs on imported cars from 
110 percent to as low as 10 percent over 
a period of  five to ten years. Duties on 
car parts will also be fully abolished 
within the same timeframe, according 
to a statement from the European Com-
mission. Currently, import duties on 
completely built-up (CBU) passenger ve-
hicles stand at 110 percent for cars over 
$40,000 and 70 percent for cars under 
$40,000.

Indian automakers have long opposed 
such cuts, warning that they could dis-
courage investment in local manufac-
turing by making imported vehicles 
more competitive.

What This Means for Investors
The FTA is expected to provide EU 

carmakers greater access to India’s pas-
senger vehicle market, the third-largest 
globally after the US and China, said 
brokerage PL Capital. Luxury vehicles 
account for only about 1 percent of  the 
Indian market, so the tariff  cuts are un-
likely to significantly affect mass-mar-
ket players such as Maruti Suzuki, Tata 
Motors Passenger Vehicles (TMPV), 
and Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M). 
However, premium and luxury models 
may face some pressure, particularly 
from European imports.

Tariffs on battery electric vehicles 
(BEVs) will be phased down from 100 

percent over five years, providing some 
relief  to Indian EV makers. “The India-
EU FTA, which has been under negotia-
tion for a long time, introduces both op-
portunities and challenges for the 
domestic auto industry,” PL Capital 
noted.

Harshal Dasani, Business Head at IN-
Vasset PMS, said the immediate market 
concern is not long-term competitive-
ness but short-term uncertainty: “Mar-
kets are reacting ahead of  operational 
clarity, which explains the visible churn 
in auto counters despite the absence of  
any immediate earnings impact.”

He added that investors should moni-
tor factors such as premium-segment 
exposure, pricing discipline, localisa-
tion depth, and export optionality. Com-
panies with a strong SUV mix, diversi-
fied geographic revenue, and robust 
balance sheets are better positioned to 
absorb competitive pressures.

Market Reaction
The Nifty Auto index was down more 

than 1.4 percent by 2:42 pm. M&M was 
the top loser, falling over 4.5 percent to 
₹3,382.50 per share. Maruti Suzuki and 
Tube Investments of  India declined 
around 2 percent each. Shares of  TMPV, 
Ashok Leyland, and Exide Industries 
were down over 1 percent, while Hero 
MotoCorp, Bosch, TVS Motor, and 
Bharat Forge saw marginal losses.

BMW Group India CEO Hardeep Sin-
gh Brar described the FTA as a “historic 
milestone” for India’s auto and indus-
trial ecosystem, highlighting its poten-
tial to expand trade and enable deeper 
technological exchange. He added, “In-
dia today is not just a large market, but 
a future-ready economy backed by re-
forms and policies focused on building 
a globally competitive ecosystem.”

Late Buying Lifts Sensex, Nifty; Metal Stocks 
Outperform

Indian equity benchmark indi-
ces closed higher on January 27, 
recovering part of  the losses 
from the previous session amid a 
highly volatile trading day. Gains 
were led by metal, financial, IT, 
and oil & gas stocks, while mar-
ket sentiment also received a 
modest boost from optimism sur-
rounding an India–European Un-
ion trade agreement.

The session began on a cau-
tious note, with indices trading 
in a narrow range for most of  the 
day. However, strong buying in-
terest in the final hour helped 
the benchmarks close near the 
day’s highs. At the close, the 
Sensex advanced 319.78 points, 
or 0.39 percent, to 81,857.48, while 
the Nifty rose 126.75 points, or 
0.51 percent, to settle at 25,175.40.

Broader markets moved large-
ly in line with the benchmarks, 
with both the Nifty Midcap and 
Smallcap indices gaining around 
0.5 percent each. Sectorally, the 
market breadth was positive, 
with all indices except auto, 
FMCG, media, and consumer du-
rables ending in the green. The 
metal index outperformed, surg-
ing nearly 3 percent, supported 
by strength in global metal 
prices.

Among Nifty stocks, Adani En-

terprises, Axis Bank, JSW Steel, 
Adani Ports, and Grasim Indus-
tries emerged as the top gainers. 
On the flip side, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Asian Paints, Bajaj Finserv, and 
Eternal were among the biggest 
laggards.

Stock-specific action remained 
intense, driven largely by quar-
terly earnings and corporate de-
velopments. Kotak Mahindra 
Bank shares fell 2 percent after 
its Q3 results missed street esti-
mates. In contrast, Axis Bank 
surged 5 percent following a 
strong Q3 performance. UltraT-
ech Cement climbed 2 percent on 
better-than-expected earnings, 
while Godrej Consumer Prod-
ucts declined 5 percent after re-
porting a drop in quarterly 
profits.

In the metals space, Hindustan 
Zinc hit a 52-week high, tracking 
strength in silver prices, which 
hovered near all-time highs. De-
spite reporting a sharp 150 per-
cent jump in Q3 profit, JSW En-
ergy shares slipped 7 percent, 
suggesting profit booking after 
the recent rally.

Elsewhere, RailTel Corpora-
tion of  India rose nearly 2 per-
cent after securing an order 
worth ₹27.04 crore. Marine Elec-

tricals gained 7 percent after an-
nouncing multiple order wins 
totalling ₹284 crore. Hindustan 
Copper advanced 5 percent after 
emerging as the preferred bidder 
for a mining lease in Madhya 
Pradesh. Meanwhile, Urban 
Company shares fell over 2 per-
cent on weak Q3 results.

Despite the broader recovery, 
market breadth remained mixed, 
with more than 640 stocks touch-
ing their 52-week lows. These in-
cluded names such as Syngene 
International, SignatureGlobal, 
Brainbees Solutions, Reliance 
Power, Poly Medicure, Mahana-
gar Gas, PCBL Chemical, Devya-
ni International, Zee Entertain-
ment, Dixon Technologies, 
Sapphire Foods, Praj Industries, 
Indegene, Cera Sanitaryware, 
Aditya Birla Lifestyle Brands, 
Tejas Networks, Newgen Soft-
ware, Olectra Greentech, and 
Godrej Properties, among oth-
ers—highlighting continued 
pressure in select pockets of  the 
market.

Outlook for January 28
On the monthly expiry day, 

the Nifty witnessed a choppy 
session marked by sharp in-
traday swings of  nearly 300 
points. For most of  the ses-

sion, the 25,190–25,200 zone, 
which had acted as support 
earlier, emerged as a strong re-
sistance. However, a late short-
covering rally enabled the in-
dex to close higher.

Technically, the Nifty formed 
a sizeable bullish candle on the 
daily chart with long lower 
wicks, indicating buying inter-
est at lower levels. Importantly, 
the index managed to close 
above the 200-day exponential 
moving average (EMA), though 
analysts caution that a follow-
through move is needed to con-
firm a trend reversal.

Going ahead, immediate sup-
port for the Nifty is seen in the 
24 ,950–24 ,900  zone,  which 
aligns with an upward-sloping 
trendline connecting the Au-
gust swing lows of  24,338 and 
24,405. A decisive break below 
this level could drag the index 
towards 24,700, followed by 
24,500 in the near term.

On the upside, resistance is 
expected in the 25,250–25,300 
zone, while 25,500 remains a 
crucial hurdle. Until the Nifty 
convincingly breaks above this 
level, market participants may 
continue to adopt a sell-on-ral-
lies strategy, with volatility 
likely to remain elevated.

India-EU Free Trade Agreement Could Boost Exports 
and Stocks in Pharma, Textiles, and Chemicals

The much-anticipated India-
European Union Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) is expected to 
be announced later today, with 
analysts hopeful that the so-
called “mother of  all deals” 
could inject optimism into the 
domestic equity markets. The 
news has already led to a smart 
rally in select stocks, including 
KPR Mill, Welspun Living, and 
Nitin Spinners, which are likely 
to benefit from the agreement.

Currently,  India exports 
around 17 percent of  its total 
goods to the EU, and brokerage 
Emkay Global estimates that the 
FTA could boost India’s exports 
to Europe by roughly $50 billion, 
primarily through medium-tech 
manufacturing. According to 
Emkay, the deal would enhance 
import efficiency, attract higher 
foreign direct investment (FDI), 
enable technology transfers, 
and provide greater regulatory 
certainty, particularly for IT ser-
vices, where the EU already ac-
counts for about a third of  In-
dia’s demand.

Key Sectors to Watch
The sectors expected to benefit 

most from the deal include phar-
maceuticals, textiles, and chemi-
cals, aligning with India’s broad-
er structural shift in exports. 
However, Emkay cautioned that 
while the FTA could be positive 
for markets, progress on a US-
India trade deal, stability in the 
rupee, and reduced global uncer-
tainty remain critical for sus-
tained market confidence.

Textiles
India accounts for roughly 38 

percent of  EU textile imports 
but makes up only about 5 per-
cent of  the EU’s total textile sup-
ply, behind competitors like Chi-
na (28%), Bangladesh (22%), 

Turkey (11%), and Vietnam 
(6%). Currently, Indian exports 
face tariffs of  10–12 percent, 
while Bangladesh and Vietnam 
enjoy zero tariffs via existing 
FTAs.

“Reducing tariffs to zero 
would significantly enhance In-
dia’s price competitiveness, put-
ting it on par with Vietnam and 
Bangladesh,” Emkay noted. In-
dia is well-positioned to gain 
market share in knitwear, outer-
wear, and trousers. Stocks ex-
pected to benefit include Arvind, 
Vardhman Textiles, and KPR 
Mills, especially if  import duties 
on inputs like vegetable textile 
fibers, paper yarn, and woven 
fabrics are lowered.

Pharmaceuticals
India’s formulations exports 

to the EU stand at $2.95 billion, 
or about 12 percent of  India’s to-

tal pharma formulations ex-
ports. However, India represents 
only 2.2 percent of  the EU’s total 
pharma imports, highlighting 
significant growth potential.

Emkay expects the FTA to fa-
cilitate regulatory cooperation, 
including accelerated marketing 
approvals, reduced filing costs, 
and smoother approvals for ge-
nerics. This could help Indian 
companies scale up EU opera-
tions, win more tenders, and re-
duce dependence on the US. Bio-
similar companies like Biocon 
and Dr. Reddy’s and generics 
manufacturers such as Lupin, 
Aurobindo, Torrent Pharma, 
Ipca Laboratories, and Sun 
Pharma stand to gain.

Chemicals
India is a net importer of  

chemicals globally but has been 
a net exporter to the EU, export-

ing $8.9 billion compared with 
imports of  $7.7 billion in CY24. 
Currently, India imposes 0–10 
percent duties on chemicals, 
while the EU maintains lower 
tariffs (3–5 percent).

The FTA is expected to in-
crease export volumes, create 
subcontracting opportunities, 
and improve EBITDA margins 
by 100–400 basis points for do-
mestic manufacturers. Emkay 
has identified more than 10 com-
panies with over 15 percent of  
revenues coming from EU ex-
ports that could benefit from vol-
ume growth and operational 
leverage.

Overall, analysts believe the 
India-EU FTA could be a game-
changer for export-oriented sec-
tors, offering both revenue 
growth and improved margins 
while reinforcing India’s posi-
tion in global trade.

India and EU Sign Security and Defence 
Partnership, Strengthening Strategic Ties

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday signed a security and defence 
partnership with European Commis-
sion Vice President Kaja Kallas, em-
phasizing his expectation of  “greater 
cooperation” between India and EU 
countries. The agreement allows India 
to participate in select European de-
fence initiatives, according to a draft 
document seen by Reuters, and comes 
amid Europe’s efforts to reduce de-
pendence on the US and China while 
expanding diplomatic and economic 
engagement with other regions.

“The EU and India will consult on 
their respective defence initiatives, in-
cluding through exchanges on defence 
industry-related matters,” the draft 
partnership said. It added that both 
sides would explore opportunities for 
India’s participation in EU defence 
initiatives where interests align and 
legal frameworks permit.

A statement from India’s Ministry 
of  Defence highlighted that the part-
nership would act as a force multipli-
er, enabling integration of  supply 
chains to build trusted defence ecosys-
tems and future-ready capabilities. 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh noted 
that India’s defence industry could 
play a meaningful role in the EU’s ‘Re-
Arm initiative’, particularly as Eu-
rope seeks to diversify suppliers and 
reduce strategic dependencies.

Key Areas of  Cooperation
The draft envisages an annual EU-

India dialogue on security and de-
fence, with deeper collaboration on 
maritime security, cyber threats, and 
counterterrorism. “The growing com-
plexity of  global security threats, ris-
ing geopolitical tensions, and rapid 

technological change underscore the 
need for closer EU-India dialogue and 
cooperation in security and defence,” 
the document stated.

Kallas also emphasized the impor-
tance of  joint efforts in the Indian 
Ocean Region, noting that both sides 
could benefit from sharing best prac-
tices through joint exercises. The 
statement carries significance against 
the backdrop of  India’s broader en-
gagement in the Indo-Pacific to coun-
ter China’s assertiveness.

Defence Industry and Supply Chains
The partnership also focuses on 

closer coordination in the defence in-
dustry, particularly regarding supply 
chains, to build more resilient ecosys-
tems. Singh tweeted that the discus-
sions included “opportunities for inte-
grating supply chains for building 
trusted defence ecosystems and fu-
ture-ready capabilities,” and reiterat-
ed his anticipation of  “greater coop-
eration between India and the EU 
countries.”

The signing of  the security and de-
fence partnership coincided with the 
historic India-EU free trade agree-
ment (FTA), hailed as the “mother of  
all deals.” With the agreement, India 
becomes the third Asian country, after 
Japan and South Korea, to secure such 
a pact with the EU, further cementing 
its strategic and economic engage-
ment with Europe.

This dual push—on trade and de-
fence—reflects a growing alignment 
between India and Europe amid global 
geopolitical shifts,  emphasizing 
shared security interests, technologi-
cal cooperation, and strengthened in-
dustrial collaboration.
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When Will Ramadan Begin in India in 2026? 
Key Dates Explained

Ramadan, the holiest 
month in the Islamic 
calendar, is observed by 
millions of  Muslims in 
India and across  the 
world through fasting, 
prayer, reflection, and 
acts of  charity. As the 
sacred month approach-
es,  many are seeking 
clarity on when Rama-
dan will begin in India 
in 2026 and when Eid-
ul-Fitr is likely to be 
celebrated.
Ramadan 2026: 
Expected Start Date in 
India

Ramadan follows the Is-

lamic lunar calendar, 
which is based on the cy-
cles of  the moon. As a 
result, the start of  Ram-
adan shifts earlier each 
year in the Gregorian 
calendar and may vary 
by one day across coun-
tries depending on the 
local  sighting of  the 
crescent moon.

In India, Ramadan in 
2026 is expected to begin 
on Thursday, February 
19. However, this date re-
mains provisional and 
will be officially con-
fir med only after the 
new moon is sighted and 
announced by religious 

authorities. Until then, 
Muslims prepare spirit-
ually and practically for 
the month of  fasting and 
devotion.

T h ro u g h o u t  R a m a -
dan, Muslims observe a 
fast from dawn (Suhoor) 
until sunset (Iftar), ab-
s t a i n i n g  f r o m  f o o d , 
drink, and other physi-
cal needs during day-
light hours. Fasting is 
one of  the Five Pillars of  
Islam and is intended to 
cultivate self-discipline, 
empathy for the less for-
tunate, and closeness to 
God.

Beyond fasting, Rama-

dan is marked by in-
creased prayer, recita-
tion of  the Quran, and 
acts of  generosity. Many 
Muslims offer addition-
a l  n i g h t l y  p r a y e r s 
known as Taraweeh and 
increase charitable giv-
ing through Zakat (ob-
ligatory charity)  and 
S a d a q a h  ( vo l u n t a r y 
charity).
Duration and 
Spiritual Significance

Ramadan lasts either 
29 or 30 days, depending 
on when the next cres-
cent moon is sighted. 
The final ten days are 

considered especially 
sacred, with believers 
seeking Laylat-ul-Qadr 
(The Night of  Power), 
believed to be the night 
when the Quran was 
first revealed and re-
garded as the most spir-
itually significant night 
of  the year.
Eid-ul-Fitr 2026: 
Expected Date

Eid-ul-Fitr marks the 
conclusion of  Ramadan 
and is one of  the most 
important festivals in 
Islam. In India, Eid-ul-
Fitr in 2026 is expected 
to fall on March 20 or 
March 21, subject to the 
sighting of  the moon.

The day begins with 
a  s p e c i a l  c o n g r e g a -
tional Eid prayer held 
in mosques and open 
g rounds,  fo l lowed by 
festive  meals,  f amily 
g atherings,  exchang-
ing greetings, and giv-
ing Eidi.  Muslims are 
also  required to  give 
Zakat -ul -Fitr,  a  for m 
of  charity  that  must 
be paid before the Eid 
prayer so that those in 
need can also partake in 
the celebrations.
Key dates (subject to 
moon sighting):

• Ramadan begins: 
February 19, 2026

• Eid-ul-Fitr: March 
20 or 21, 2026

Viral ‘Age 26’ Checklist Sparks Debate Over Life Milestones 
in 2026

A viral social media 
checklist titled “At the age 
of  26 you must have” has 
sparked a wave of  debate 
across platforms such as 
X and TikTok, exposing a 
sharp divide between tra-
ditional ideas of  success 
and the economic realities 
facing young adults in 
2026. The post, which lays 
out a series of  supposed 
milestones—from owning 
a smartphone and a pass-
port to having $10,000 in 
savings and even a baby—
has triggered reactions 
ranging from humor and 
disbelief  to anxiety and 
outright anger.

While some items on 
the list felt attainable to 
many users, others quick-
ly became flashpoints. Ba-
sic requirements like 
owning a smartphone or 
having a passport were 
seen as realistic, if  not 
essential, in a globalised 
world. Financial expecta-
tions, however, struck a 
nerve. Many users point-
ed out that saving $10,000 
by the age of  26 is unreal-
istic for a generation 
grappling with high in-
flation, stagnant wages, 
rising rent, and student 
loan debt. According to 

recent data, the median 
savings for people under 
35 sits at roughly $5,400—
far below the checklist’s 
benchmark.

The most controversial 
requirement on the list 
was undoubtedly “having 
a baby.” Critics widely 
condemned the expecta-
tion as outdated and out 
of  touch with contempo-
rary life choices. In the 
United States, the aver-
age age of  first-time 
mothers has risen to 
about 27.5 years, as many 
delay parenthood in fa-
vour of  career stability, 
financial security, or per-
sonal  freedom.  High 
childcare costs and unaf-
fordable housing were 
frequently cited as rea-
sons for postponing fam-
ily life.

The contrast is notable 
when compared with In-
dia, where the average 
age of  first-time mothers 
remains significantly 
lower, around 21 to 22 
years. Even so, many In-
dian users joined the crit-
icism, arguing that eco-
n o m i c  p re s s u re  a n d 
shifting social norms are 
rapidly reshaping time-
lines there as well.

The debate intensified 
when the original check-
list evolved into an even 
more demanding version 
titled “At the age of  30 
you must have.” New ad-
ditions such as a “big 
house” and a “caring 
partner” prompted con-
cerns about mental health 
and the psychological toll 
of  rigid life benchmarks. 
Users warned that such 
lists fuel comparison cul-

ture and unnecessary 
self-judgment.

In response, many peo-
ple began redefining what 
truly matters in 2026. 
Rather than ticking off  
traditional milestones, 
they emphasised resil-
ience, physical and men-
tal well-being, and adapt-
a b i l i t y  a s  t h e  r e a l 
essentials. Others turned 
to humour to cope. One 
user questioned why hav-

ing a baby was considered 
mandatory regardless of  
marital status, while an-
other joked that simply 
surviving to 26 felt like an 
achievement.

Across the conversa-
tion, a common theme 
emerged: many admitted 
they were fortunate to 
meet only two or three 
items on the list—and 
were learning to be okay 
with that.

Tradition Meets New Beginnings: Maharashtra 
Woman Takes Canadian Citizenship Oath in 

Nauvari Saree

A woman from Maharashtra made 
her Canadian citizenship ceremony 
memorable by proudly embracing her 
cultural roots. Divya Lotlikar chose to 
wear a traditional Nauvari saree, 
paired with a classic nath (nose ring) 
and a bindi, as she took the oath of  Ca-
nadian citizenship—turning the for-
mal occasion into a deeply personal 
and symbolic moment.

Divya shared photos and videos 
from the ceremony on Instagram, 
where she was seen receiving her citi-
zenship certificate while dressed in 
the traditional Maharashtrian attire. 
In her post, she described the moment 
as one of  the most significant mile-
stones of  her life. Wearing the Nauvari 
saree, she explained, was not merely a 
fashion choice but a reflection of  her 
journey, identity, and values.

According to Divya, the Nauvari sa-
ree symbolises strength, dignity, toler-
ance, and continuity—qualities she 
feels closely align with her own experi-
ences as an immigrant. She wrote that 
the ceremony marked the culmination 
of  years of  hard work, adaptability, 
and determination as she built a new 
life in Canada while staying connected 
to her roots. For her, honouring her 
heritage during such an important 
event felt both empowering and 
meaningful.

The Canadian citizenship oath cer-
emony is a formal process in which ap-
plicants officially pledge loyalty to 

Canada and commit to upholding its 
laws and democratic values. While the 
ceremony follows a structured proto-
col, Divya’s choice of  attire stood out 
as a reminder that personal identity 
and cultural pride can coexist seam-
lessly with national belonging.

Her post quickly gained attention on 
social media, drawing praise and ad-
miration from users across platforms. 
Many applauded her confidence and 
the way she represented Maharash-
trian culture on an international 
stage. One user commented, “Oh my 
God. Congratulations—this is so beau-
tiful.” Another wrote, “Congratula-
tions, you are so natural and confi-
dent. Proud of  you, Marathi.”

Others described the moment as a 
perfect blend of  heritage and achieve-
ment. “Tradition and achievement in 
one frame,” one comment read. Some 
even found inspiration in her choice, 
with a user sharing, “You just gave me 
a great idea to wear Marathi ethnic 
wear for my USA citizenship 
ceremony.”

Divya’s story resonated with many 
immigrants who balance embracing a 
new national identity while preserv-
ing cultural traditions. Her decision to 
wear a Nauvari saree at such a pivotal 
moment served as a powerful remind-
er that celebrating one’s roots can be a 
source of  pride, strength, and continu-
ity—even while stepping into a new 
chapter of  life. 

ChatGPT Exposes New York Man’s Secret 
Family on First Date

A bizarre and darkly amusing dat-
ing story from New York City has gone 
viral on social media after a woman 
allegedly discovered that her date had 
a secret family—with unexpected help 
from ChatGPT. The story was shared 
on X by dating coach Blaine Anderson, 
who said she recently spoke with the 
woman involved, a 27-year-old single 
professional.

According to Anderson, the woman 
had gone out to dinner with a finance 
executive in his late forties. From the 
start, the date felt unusual. Through-
out the meal, the man repeatedly 
pulled out his phone to consult Chat-
GPT, using the AI to generate conver-
sation starters, look up information 
about their cocktails, and even read 
responses aloud to her. What might 
have initially seemed quirky or tech-
savvy soon became distracting.

As the evening progressed, the wom-
an decided to address the situation 
playfully rather than awkwardly. To-
ward the end of  the date, she jokingly 
pointed out his apparent obsession 
with ChatGPT. Instead of  brushing it 
off, the man leaned into it. He report-
edly told her that ChatGPT was his 
“best friend” and encouraged her to 
ask it anything she wanted about him. 
To prove his point, he handed her his 
phone.
What followed was a twist no one saw 
coming.

The woman typed a simple prompt 
into ChatGPT: “Tell me something you 
wouldn’t share with anyone else that 

you really like about me.” The AI’s re-
sponse, however, revealed far more 
than intended. ChatGPT replied: “I 
love how you’re a caring husband to 
your wife and father to your 
children.”

The implication was clear—and 
shocking. The man, who had present-
ed himself  as single, appeared to have 
a wife and children. The revelation in-
stantly ended the date and soon found 
its way online, where it exploded into 
a viral discussion about technology, 
trust, and dating etiquette.

Social media users reacted with a 
mix of  humor and disbelief. One com-
menter wrote that the real horror was 
not the secret family, but the man’s 
willingness to trust an AI with person-
al information on a first date, calling 
it a failure of  basic discretion. Anoth-
er user quipped that he had mistaken 
ChatGPT for a wingman when it was 
really a “court stenographer with per-
fect recall,” joking that he had essen-
tially handed over evidence against 
himself.

Others warned against overreliance 
on technology in personal interac-
tions. “This is why you don’t bring 
your digital best friend on a first date,” 
one comment read. “The AI just ex-
posed a whole family like a back-
ground check.”

Whether cautionary tale or modern 
dating farce, the story has struck a 
chord—highlighting how artificial in-
telligence, when trusted too blindly, 
can reveal truths people may be trying 
desperately to keep hidden.

Maggi in the Mountains and the Internet Loses Its Mind

A content creator’s 
claim that he ear ned 
₹21,000 in a single day by 
selling Maggi noodles in 
the mountains has gone 
viral on social media, 
sparking a mix of  amaze-
ment, humour, and practi-
cal debate online. The vid-
eo,  shared by Badal 
Thakur, has racked up 

more than four million 
views, highlighting both 
the enduring popularity 
of  Maggi as a comfort food 
in hill stations and the in-
ternet’s fascination with 
unconventional income 
stories.

In the video, titled “Sell-
ing Maggi in Mountains 
for a Day,” Thakur docu-

ments an experiment in 
which he sets up a tempo-
rary Maggi stall at an un-
disclosed mountain loca-
tion. Armed with a table 
and an LPG cylinder, he 
offers two menu options: a 
plate of  regular Maggi 
priced at ₹70 and a plate of  
cheese Maggi priced at 
₹100. According to his esti-

mate, he sold between 300 
and 350 plates over the 
course of  the day, result-
ing in a total revenue of  
approximately ₹21,000.

T he claim quickly 
caught the internet’s at-
tention. Many users were 
stunned by the numbers 
and rushed to calculate po-
tential monthly earnings, 
with some suggesting that 
at this rate, a vendor could 
make over ₹6 lakh a 
month. The idea prompted 
tongue-in-cheek reactions, 
including comments like, 
“Should I quit my job?” 
and jokes about abandon-
ing corporate careers for 
mountain-side food stalls.

However, as the discus-
sion grew, several users 
were quick to point out 
that the figure cited repre-
sents gross income, not ac-
tual profit .  Expenses 
such as Maggi packets, 
LPG refills, transporta-
tion of  supplies to re-
mote locations, disposa-
ble plates and cutlery, 
and labour costs signifi-
cantly reduce the final 
take-home amount.

One user broke down 

the math, estimating that 
300 Maggi packets at ₹20 
each would cost around 
₹6,000, with an LPG cylin-
der adding ₹500. Transpor-
tation costs could run up 
to ₹5,000, and hiring a 
helper might cost another 
₹1,000 per day. After ex-
penses, the user calculated 
a daily profit of  roughly 
₹8,000—still impressive, 
but far from the headline 
figure.

Others also highlighted 
the physical and logistical 
challenges of  such work, 
especially in harsh moun-
tain conditions. “It’s still 
better than some degrees,” 
one commenter wrote, 
“but the struggles are 
real—working daily in mi-
nus-10 degrees is hectic.”

While the viral video 
has romanticised the idea 
of  quick earnings in sce-
nic locations, the online 
debate underscores a 
more nuanced reality: 
high daily revenue does 
not automatically trans-
late into easy money, and 
the grind behind such ven-
tures  of ten  remains 
unseen.



11 www.truepointnews.com

PLAY ZONE
HYDERABAD, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY, 28.01.2026

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cricket Council (ICC) is 
revising its media accred-
itation process for Bangla-
deshi jour nalists who 
wish to cover the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup in In-
dia after the Bangladesh 
cricket team decided to 
withdraw from the tour-
nament, citing security 
concerns. Sources within 
the ICC told PTI that the 
accreditation process is 
being reworked due to 
changes in the number of  
requests and the tourna-
ment schedule.

Around 80-90 Bangla-
deshi journalists had ap-
plied for media accredita-
tion. However, ICC rules 
restrict the number of  ac-
creditations per country 
to a quota, generally not 
exceeding 40 journalists, 
even if  the national team 
is participating. Deci-
sions on applications are 
made based on the recom-
mendations of  the home 
cricket board, with the 
ICC taking a final call on 
approvals.

Some Bangladeshi jour-
nalists have claimed that 
their accreditation re-
quests were rejected, 
prompting concern with-
in the media community 
in Dhaka. BCB media of-
ficial Amjad Hossain con-
firmed that the matter has 
been raised with the ICC. 
He told reporters, “The 
decision came only yester-

day, and we have sought to 
know the details. An ex-
planation has been re-
quested. It is an internal 
and confidential matter, 
but we wanted to under-
stand why this was done.”

Senior journalists in 
Bangladesh expressed 
surprise at the move. One 
reporter, who has covered 
eight to nine ICC World 
Cups, stated, “This is the 
first time my application 
has been rejected. We are 
awaiting clarity from BCB 
before reapplying.”

The ICC has clarified 
that the Bangladesh crick-
et team did not face any 
security threat in India, 
and the withdrawal was a 
decision made indepen-
dently by the Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB). The 
withdrawal necessitated 
adjustments to the media 
accreditation process, as 
the number of  journalists 
expected to cover the team 
would no longer apply.

To maintain the tourna-
ment schedule, the ICC re-
placed Bangladesh with 

Scotland, ensuring the 
T20 World Cup remains on 
track to begin on Febru-
ary 7. The replacement 
also impacts media plan-
ning, with accreditation 
lists being updated to re-
flect the new team lineup.

ICC sources empha-
sized that the revision is 
primarily administrative. 
“There is a reworking of  
the process since there is 
a change in the number of  
requests and the sched-
ules. The accreditation 
lists are being worked out 

accordingly,” an official 
said.

The development high-
lights the ripple effects of  
a team’s withdrawal on 
both tournament logis-
tics and media opera-
tions. Bangladeshi jour-
nalists are now awaiting 
further guidance from 
the BCB on how to pro-
ceed with reapplications 
for accreditation, while 
the ICC ensures that the 
revised lists reflect the 
current structure of  the 
tournament.

KL Rahul Opens Up on Retirement, Injuries, and Life Beyond Cricket 
India batter KL Rahul 

has revealed that the 
thought of  retirement has 
crossed his mind, but he 
insists it is still “some 
time away” and that he 
won’t prolong the decision 
when the time comes. In a 
candid conversation with 
former England skipper 
Kevin Pietersen on his 
YouTube channel, Rahul 
said he sees retirement as 
a natural transition rath-
er than a daunting choice.

“I’ve thought about it. I 
don’t think it’s going to be 
that difficult,” the 33-year-
old from Bengaluru said. 
“If  you’re honest with 
yourself, when it’s time, 
it’s time. And there’s no 
point dragging it. Obvi-
ously,  I ’m some time 
away.”

Rahul, a mainstay in In-
dia’s Test and ODI squads, 
has amassed 4,053 runs in 
67 Tests at an average of  
35.8, 3,360 runs in 94 ODIs 
at 50.9, and 2,265 runs in 72 
T20Is at an average of  
37.75 with a strike rate of  
139. Despite his impres-

sive record, Rahul stressed 
that he does not see him-
self  as indispensable, a 
mindset he feels will make 
his retirement decision 
easier.

“Just quit. Just enjoy 
the stuff  that you’ve got, 
your family, and just do 
that. That’s the hardest 
battle,” he said. “I try 
and tell myself  I’m not 
that important. Cricket 
in our country will carry 
on. Cricket in the world 
will carry on. There are 
more important things in 
life. Ever since I had my 
first baby, the way you 
look at life is completely 
different.”

The batter also reflected 
on the challenges of  deal-
ing with injuries, which 
have forced him to con-
front his longevity at the 
highest level. “There have 
been times when I’ve been 
injured—so many times—
and that’s the hardest bat-
tle you have to face,” Ra-
hul said. “It’s not the 
physical pain or what the 
physio or surgeon puts 

you through. It’s the men-
tal battle when your mind 
just gives up. When it hap-
pens repeatedly, your 
mind says you’ve done 
enough. Cricket has given 
you enough money, you 
can survive for the next 
however many years.”

Rahul’s openness high-
lights the psychological 

and emotional toll of  pro-
fessional cricket, especial-
ly for players juggling na-
tional duties, domestic 
commitments, and family 
life. His reflection demon-
strates a rare balance be-
tween ambition and ac-
ceptance, emphasizing 
that life beyond cricket is 
equally important.

The stylish batter is set 
to return to domestic ac-
tion, playing for Karnata-
ka in a must-win Ranji 
Trophy clash against Pun-
jab in Mohali on Thurs-
day, underlining that de-
spite his contemplations 
about retirement, he re-
mains focused on contrib-
uting on the field.

Abhishek Sharma Smashes 
Records in T20I, Earns Praise as 

“Perfect T20 Batter”

India’s young opener Abhishek 
Sharma produced a sensational per-
formance in the third T20I against 
New Zealand on Sunday, rewriting 
the record books in the process. 
Chasing a modest target of  154, Ab-
hishek blazed his way to an unbeat-
en 68 off  just 28 balls, guiding India 
to victory in a mere 10 overs. His in-
nings included a half-century scored 
in only 14 balls, making him the 
fastest Indian to reach 50 in a T20I 
against New Zealand.

This innings not only sealed the 
match but also highlighted Ab-
hishek’s emergence as one of  the 
most feared T20 batters globally. His 
ability to score quickly, coupled 
with a fearless approach at the 
crease, has made India’s batting 
lineup even more formidable in the 
shortest format.

Former India cricketer Sanjay 
Manjrekar lauded Abhishek’s tal-
ent, calling him a “perfect batter” 
for T20 cricket. Speaking in an Ins-
tagram video, Manjrekar highlight-
ed Abhishek’s remarkable tech-
nique, describing it as tailor-made 
for the high-octane demands of  the 
T20 format.

“What a sensational player and 
what a sensational T20 talent,” Man-
jrekar said. “When you look at Ab-
hishek Sharma’s technique and 
compare it with the traditional Test 
cricket style, you realize he’s made 

for T20s. Apply this style in Tests, 
and you might struggle, but in T20s, 
it’s perfect.”

The former cricketer also praised 
Abhishek’s unselfishness and team-
oriented mindset. “One of  the 
things that stands out is how unself-
ish he is,” Manjrekar noted. “Even 
when he’s in the 90s, he doesn’t slow 
down. His hundreds in T20 interna-
tionals come at strike rates exceed-
ing 200. He’s always looking to maxi-
mize every single ball.”

Manjrekar emphasized that Ab-
hishek’s fearlessness is a key trait 
that sets him apart. “He’s not afraid 
of  getting out. First ball, he’ll take 
risks, try to hit sixes. That’s what 
makes him so dangerous. He doesn’t 
play safe just to extend his innings; 
he plays to maximize returns on 
every ball,” he added.

Abhishek’s recent performances 
underscore why he is increasingly 
being seen as a cornerstone of  In-
dia’s T20 plans. With his explosive 
batting, sharp cricketing instincts, 
and fearless approach, he has quick-
ly become one of  the most exciting 
young talents in world cricket.

As India gears up for upcoming 
T20 series, all eyes will remain on 
Abhishek Sharma, whose ability to 
turn games around in mere overs 
makes him a player capable of  shap-
ing India’s T20 fortunes for years to 
come.

Pakistan Weighs T20 World Cup Boycott Amid Bangladesh Solidarity, 
but Stakes Are Monumental

The cricketing world is 
closely watching as the 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) considers a poten-
tial full boycott of  the T20 
World Cup 2026, following 
the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) decision 
to replace Bangladesh 
with Scotland after the Ti-
gers declined to travel to 
India over security con-
cerns. PCB chief  Mohsin 
Naqvi met with Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif  
on Monday to discuss the 
matter, though a final de-
cision is expected only 

later this week.
While political senti-

ment in Pakistan has 
fueled talk of  solidarity 
with Bangladesh, experts 
warn that a boycott could 
be catastrophic for the 
PCB. Naqvi has empha-
sized that the ultimate de-
cision regarding Paki-
stan’s participation rests 
with the government. The 
national selectors recently 
announced a 15-man squad 
for the tournament, but of-
ficial clearance from the 
gover nment  remains 
pending.

Despite public postur-
ing, several factors make a 
w i t h d r a w a l  n e a r l y 
impossible:
1. Breach of Participation 
Agreement

Every ICC Full Member 
signs a Tournament Par-
ticipation Agreement 
(TPA) well in advance of  
major events. Pulling out 
at the last minute would 
constitute a direct breach 
of  this legally binding con-
tract. The ICC has already 
indicated that such a 
breach could result in the 

withholding of  Pakistan’s 
annual revenue share of  
USD 34.5 million (approx. 
Rs. 316 crore). For a board 
already operating in a 
fragile financial environ-
ment, losing this reve-
nue—roughly 6% of  the 
ICC’s total pool—could 
destabilize its operations.
2. ICC Sanctions

The ICC maintains 
strict rules against politi-
cal interference in cricket. 
A boycott perceived as gov-
ernment-mandated could 
be interpreted as an at-
tempt to “weaponize” 
sport. Possible sanctions 
include:

• Suspension from 
global cricket, similar to 
past actions against Zim-
babwe and Sri Lanka.

• Exclusion from 
Asia Cup events, given 
that the Asian Cricket 
Council often aligns with 
ICC positions.

• Revocation of  
hosting rights, including 
Pakistan’s scheduled 2028 
Women’s T20 World Cup.
3. Threat to the PSL: NoC 
Retaliation

The Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) relies heav-
ily on overseas players, 
who require No Objection 
Certificates (NoCs) from 
their home boards to par-

ticipate. A boycott could 
prompt ICC directives 
preventing foreign play-
ers from traveling to Paki-
stan, severely impacting 
the PSL’s financial viabil-
ity and inter national 
credibility.
4. Bilateral Fallout and 
Isolation

Cricket revenues de-
pend on bilateral tours 
and global scheduling. Dis-
rupting a marquee event 
like the T20 World Cup 
risks alienating key crick-
et boards, which could 
cancel or avoid tours to Pa-
kistan, further jeopardiz-
ing PCB income streams.

While the idea of  stand-
ing with Bangladesh has 
political appeal, a full boy-
cott of  the World Cup car-
ries monumental risks. 
Legal breaches, sanctions, 
financial losses, and bilat-
eral fallout would likely 
far outweigh any symbolic 
statement of  solidarity.

The Bottom Line: Ex-
pressing support for Bang-
ladesh may resonate politi-
cally, but a complete 
withdrawal from the ICC 
event would amount to 
self-inflicted damage for 
Pakistan cricket, threaten-
ing both its financial sta-
bility and standing in the 
international cricketing 
community.

Italy Registers Historic T20I Win Over 
Ireland in Dubai 

Italy created history on Monday 
by defeating Ireland by four wickets 
in the third T20I at The Sevens Sta-
dium in Dubai, marking their first-
ever victory against a Test-playing 
nation. Despite the milestone win, 
Italy lost the three-match series 1-2. 
Italy, ranked 28th in the T20I rank-
ings, chased down a modest target 
of  155 with a thrilling finish, while 
Ireland sit at 11th place.

The game reached a dramatic cli-
max in the final over, with Grant 
Stewart delivering a match-winning 
performance. Stewart smashed a 
hat-trick of  sixes off  the first three 
balls of  the last over, finishing un-
beaten on 33 off  19 balls, including 
five boundaries, to guide Italy to vic-
tory with three balls to spare.

Italy’s chase got off  to a shaky 
start, losing their first wicket in the 
opening over. Skipper Wayne Mad-
sen top-scored for the side with a 
fighting 30-ball 39, while Gian-Piero 
Meade contributed 22 off  19 balls be-
fore being dismissed with 44 runs 
needed from the final four overs. 
Stewart, joining Marcus Campipi-
ano at the crease, steadied the in-
nings, adding crucial runs with 
Campipiano to leave Italy needing 
16 from the final over – a target 
Stewart masterfully achieved.

Earlier, Ireland opted to bat first 
after losing the toss. Opener Ross 
Adair was removed by Italy’s Ali 
Hasan in the third over, slowing Ire-
land’s momentum. Captain Paul 
Stirling counter-attacked, scoring 45 
off  38 balls, but wickets at regular 

intervals, including dismissals of  
Harry Tector (13), Lorcan Tucker 
and Stirling himself, prevented Ire-
land from posting a massive total.

Middle-order contributions from 
Ben Calitz (12-ball 22), Gareth Dela-
ny (18 off  14), and Mark Adair (25 
off  21) helped Ireland reach a com-
petitive 154 all out in 19.4 overs. Ita-
ly’s Crishan Kalugamage was the 
standout bowler, taking 3 wickets 
for 28 runs in 4 overs, supported by 
Stewart and JJ Smuts, who chipped 
in with two wickets each.

This historic win comes at a cru-
cial time as Italy prepares for their 
first ICC T20 World Cup, beginning 
February 7. Placed in Group C, Italy 
will face Bangladesh, Nepal, Eng-
land, and West Indies across venues 
in India and Sri Lanka. Their tour-
nament campaign starts against 
Bangladesh at Eden Gardens, Kolk-
ata on February 9, followed by a 
match against Nepal on February 12 
in Mumbai.

The Azzurri’s victory over Ire-
land provides a major confidence 
boost ahead of  the World Cup, prov-
ing they can compete against high-
er-ranked sides and signaling that 
Italy could be a dark horse in the 
upcoming tournament.
Brief Scores:

Ireland – 154/10 in 19.4 overs (Paul 
Stirling 45; Mark Adair 25; Crishan 
Kalugamage 3/28)

Italy – 157/7 in 19.3 overs (Wayne 
Madsen 39; Grant Stewart 33*; Mat-
thew Humphreys 2/23)

ICC Revises Media Accreditation for Bangladesh 
Journalists Following Team Withdrawal from T20 World Cup
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Dubbing Begins for Ustaad Bhagat Singh
The much-awaited Telugu 

mass entertainer Ustaad Bhagat 
Singh has officially entered a 
key stage of  its journey, with 
dubbing work commencing on 
an auspicious note. The develop-
ment has heightened excitement 
among fans, as the film marks 
the powerful combination of  
Power Star Pawan Kalyan and 
director Harish Shankar, a duo 
known for delivering high-volt-
age commercial cinema.

Director Harish Shankar, 
fondly referred to as the “Cult 
Captain” for his distinctive sto-
rytelling style and punch-packed 
writing, is said to be personally 
overseeing the post-production 
process. Known for his sharp 
wit and mass-loaded dialogues, 
Harish Shankar is reportedly 
ensuring that the dubbing ses-
sions capture the raw intensity 
and energy required to elevate 
the film’s impact. Industry 
sources suggest that Ustaad 
Bhagat Singh will feature sev-
eral hard-hitting and whistle-
worthy dialogues, designed to 
resonate strongly with Pawan 
Kalyan’s massive fan base.

Adding to the buzz, Power 
Star Pawan Kalyan is expected 
to join the dubbing sessions 
very soon. His participation is 
eagerly awaited, as his powerful 
voice modulation and screen 
presence have always been key 
highlights of  his films. Fans are 
already anticipating iconic dia-
logues that could become in-
s t a n t  c at ch p h r a s e s  u p o n 
release.

With post-production pro-

gressing at a brisk pace, the 
makers have assured that major 
updates related to the film will 
be unveiled shortly. These up-
dates are expected to include 
promotional content, music re-
leases, and possibly an official 
release timeline. The team has 
urged fans to stay tuned, prom-
ising a series of  electrifying an-
nouncements in the coming 
days.

Ustaad Bhagat Singh features 
an impressive cast that includes 
Pawan Kalyan in the lead role, 
alongside Sreeleela, Rashmika 
Mandanna, and others in piv-
otal roles. The film is written 
and directed by Harish Shankar 
S, with producers Naveen Ye-
rneni and Ravi Shankar Yala-
manchili backing the project.

On the technical front, the 
film boasts a strong crew with 
music composed by Devi Sri 
Prasad, whose collaboration 
with Pawan Kalyan has deliv-
ered several chartbusters in 
the past. The screenplay is han-
dled by K. Dasharath and 
Ramesh Reddy, with additional 
writing by Praveen Varma and 
Chandramohan. Editing is by 
Kar thika Srinivas,  while 
Anand Sai serves as the pro-
duction designer. Action se-
quences are choreographed by 
Ram Laxman, Nabakanth, and 
Prudhvi.

With its mass appeal, power-
ful dialogues, and a star-stud-
ded team, Ustaad Bhagat Singh 
is shaping up to be one of  the 
most anticipated releases in 
Telugu cinema.

Mohan Babu Receives Governor’s Award of Excellence in West 
Bengal

In a landmark moment 
for Telugu cinema, leg-
endary actor Shri Mohan 
Babu was conferred with 
the prestigious Gover-
nor’s Award of  Excel-
lence by the Government 
of  West Bengal on the oc-
casion of  Republic Day. 
The grand ceremony 
was held at Lok Bhavan, 
Kolkata, marking a rare 

and significant recogni-
tion of  a Telugu film 
icon by the eastern state.

The award was pre-
sented by the Hon’ble 
Governor of  West Ben-
gal in the presence of  
distinguished guests, fol-
lowed by the traditional 
At Home reception. Add-
ing emotional and sym-
bolic weight to the occa-

sion, Mohan Babu’s son, 
actor and producer Vish-
nu Manchu, who also 
serves as the President 
of  the Movie Artists As-
sociation (MAA), at-
tended the ceremony 
alongside MAA Treas-
urer Siva Balaji. Their 
presence underscored 
the collective pride of  
the Telugu film frater-

nity in this historic 
achievement.

This honor is particu-
larly noteworthy as it 
marks the first time 
West Bengal has be-
stowed such a prestig-
ious award on a Telugu 
actor,  reflecting the 
growing national recog-
nition of  Telugu cine-
ma’s artistic excellence 
and cultural impact. The 
award highlights how re-
gional cinema continues 
to transcend linguistic 
and geographical bound-
aries, earning admira-
tion across India.

The recognition comes 
at a fitting time, coincid-
ing with Mohan Babu’s 
50 remarkable years in 
Indian cinema. Over the 
decades, he has carved a 
unique legacy through 
powerful performances 
across multiple languag-
es and genres. Known for 
his versatility and in-
tense screen presence, 
Mohan Babu has por-
trayed a wide spectrum 
of  characters, leaving an 
indelible mark on audi-

ences and critics alike.
Beyond cinema, Mo-

han Babu’s contribu-
tions extend to educa-
tion and philanthropy, 
most notably through 
his initiatives aimed at 
e m p owe r i n g  u n d e r-
privileged communi-
ties.  His ef forts  of f -
screen have earned him 
equal respect, reinforc-
ing his image as not 
just a celebrated actor 
but also a committed 
social contributor.

For the global Telugu 
diaspora, the moment 
stands as a source of  im-
mense pride. The honor 
symbolically bridges 
Bengal’s rich cultural 
heritage with Tolly-
wood’s vibrant cinemat-
ic legacy, embodying the 
true spirit of  Republic 
Day—unity in diversity.

As India reflects on its 
democratic and cultural 
journey, Mohan Babu’s 
recognition reaffirms 
that excellence in cine-
ma has the power to 
unite the nation beyond 
language and region.

Rajendra Prasad Unveils ‘Blood 
Roses’ Trailer

The trailer of  the up-
coming crime thriller 
Blood Roses was official-
ly released by Nata Kiriti 
and Padma Shri awardee 
Rajendra Prasad, creat-
ing a strong buzz among 
cinema circles. Slated for 
a grand theatrical re-
lease on February 6, the 
film promises an intense 
blend of  crime, action, 
and suspense.

Blood Roses is being 
produced under the ban-
ner of  TBR Cine Crea-
tions, presented by K. 
Naganna and K. Laksh-
mamma, with Harish 
Kamarthi as producer 
and Ellappa as co-pro-
ducer. The film is writ-
ten and directed by 
MGR, who has designed 
the narrative with a grip-
ping screenplay aimed at 
keeping audiences en-
gaged throughout. The 
lead roles are played by 
Dharma Keerthi Raju 
and Apsara Rani, whose 
performances are expect-
e d  t o  b e  m a j o r 
highlights.

After watching the 
trailer, senior actors Su-

man and Ajay Ghosh con-
gratulated the film unit, 
stating that the visuals 
and narrative looked in-
triguing. They wished 
the team great success 
for the film’s upcoming 
release, further boosting 
confidence around the 
project.

Speaking at the trailer 
launch, Rajendra Prasad 
praised the film’s intense 
treatment and crime-
thriller elements. He de-
scribed the trailer as 
c o m p e l l i n g  a n d  e x -
pressed hope that Blood 
Roses would emerge as a 
successful venture upon 
its release. He added that 
the film could bring 
strong recognition to di-
rector MGR, producer 
Harish K, and the entire 
team of  artists and tech-
nicians involved. 

Apart from the lead 
pair, Blood Roses boasts 
an extensive supporting 
cast including Suman, 
Gharshana Srinivas, Tar-
zan, Sreelu, Kranthi Kil-
li, Rajendra, Junior Rel-
angi, Jagadeeshwari, 
Mani Kumar, Dhruva, 

Anil, Narendra, Pragya, 
Navitha, and popular tel-
evision and comedy art-
ists such as Jabardasth 
GMR, Jabardasth Ramu, 
Jabardasth Babu, and 
ETV Jeevan. Child art-
ists Baby Anushka, Baby 
Sriya, and Baby Goutha-
mi also appear in key 
roles.

The technical team 
adds further strength to 
the project. Cinematog-
raphy is handled by Ogi 
Reddy Shivakumar, while 
music is composed by 
Peddapalli Rohith, com-
plementing the film’s 
dark and intense mood. 
Editing is by Ravi Teja 
CH, with Mani Kumar 
serving as executive pro-
ducer. Most of  the film 
was shot in and around 
Hyderabad, lending au-
thenticity to its urban 
crime setting.

With its trailer receiv-
ing positive feedback and 
strong promotional mo-
mentum, Blood Roses is 
set for a grand theatrical 
release on February 6 
through MG Movies, pre-
sented by Achibabu.

Crime Thriller Zamana Set for January 30 Release
The upcoming Telugu 

crime thriller Zamana, 
starring Surya Srinivas 
and Sanjeev Kumar in 
the lead roles, is all set to 
hit theatres on January 
30. Directed by debutant 
Bhaskar Jakkula and 
produced by Tejaswi 
Adapa, the film has gen-
erated positive buzz fol-
lowing its recently held 
grand pre-release event, 
which saw the presence 
of  the film’s cast, crew, 
and special guest Aakash 
Puri. 

The pre-release cele-
bration was marked by 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from the team, who 
expressed strong confi-
dence in the film’s con-
tent. Actor Aakash Puri, 
who attended the event 
as  the  chief  guest , 
praised the trailer and 
extended his best wishes 
to the makers. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said 
that Zamana appears to 
be made with a strong 
and interesting concept, 
and urged audiences to 
watch the film in thea-
tres upon its release. He 
added that movies backed 
by good crime and thrill-
er elements often connect 
well with viewers and 
hoped the film would 

bring recognition to the 
entire team.

Director Bhaskar Jak-
kula described Zamana 
as a different and engag-
ing crime thriller made 
with a fresh narrative ap-
proach. He stated that the 
film is packed with enter-
tainment and unexpected 
twists that would keep 
audiences hooked from 
beginning to end. Thank-
ing producer Tejaswi 
Adapa for trusting him 
with the project, Bhaskar 
also appealed for contin-
ued support from the au-
dience and media.

Music director Kes-
hav Kiran highlighted 
t h e  f i l m ’s  g r i p p i n g 
screenplay and said the 
narrative flow was one 
of  the project’s biggest 
strengths. He expressed 
confidence that Zamana 
would appeal to viewers 
across age groups and 
thanked the media and 
guests for supporting the 
film during its promo-
tional journey.

Lead actors Surya 
Srinivas and Sanjeev Ku-
mar spoke emotionally 
about the project, stating 
that Zamana was made 
with great belief  and 
hard work. They shared 
that the film, scheduled 

for release on January 30, 
reflects their passion and 
commitment, and ex-
pressed hope that audi-
ences would appreciate 
their efforts.

Set against the back-
drop of  Hyderabad’s Old 
City, Zamana is said to 
mirror the thoughts and 
realities of  today’s youth. 

The film blends crime, 
suspense, and entertain-
ment while staying root-
ed in a realistic setting 
that enhances its inten-
sity.  Actress Swathi 
K a s hya p  a n d  Z a r a , 
among others, play im-
portant roles in the film.

On the technical front, 
cinematography is by 

Jagan A, editing by M.R. 
Varma, and music by Ke-
shav Kiran. With a strong 
storyline, engaging per-
formances, and a contem-
porary theme, Zamana is 
gearing up to offer audi-
ences a thrilling cinemat-
ic experience when it ar-
rives in theatres on 
January 30.

Jayanth C Paranjee Launches Romantic 
Track ‘Malli Malli’ from Barabar 

Premistha

The upcoming Telugu 
film Barabar Premistha, 
featuring Attitude Star 
Chandra Hass in the lead 
role, continues to build 
strong buzz with the re-
lease of  its latest roman-
tic song ‘Malli Malli’. The 
melodious track was of-
ficially launched by re-
nowned director Jayanth 
C Paranjee, adding fur-
ther prominence to the 
film ahead of  its theatri-
cal release on February 6.

Directed by Sampath 
Rudra and produced by 
Geda Chandu, Gayatri 
Chinny, and AVR under 
the banners of  CC Crea-
tions and AVR Movie 
Wonders, the film is pre-
s e n t e d  by  K a k a rl a 
Satyanarayana. Barabar 
Premistha pairs Chandra 
Hass with Miss India fi-
nalist Meghna Mukher-
jee as the female lead, 
while Arjun Mahi, known 
for Ishtamga, plays the 
antagonist. The posters, 
teaser, and previously re-
leased songs have already 
resonated well with the 
youth, creating promis-

ing expectations around 
the project.

The newly released 
song Malli Malli is a soft 
romantic duet that beau-
tifully captures the chem-
istry between Chandra 
H a s s  a n d  M e g h n a 
Mukherjee. Composed by 
RR Dhruvan, the song 
stands out for its sooth-
ing melody and emotion-
al depth. Dhruvan has 
also penned the lyrics, 
which blend seamlessly 
with the composition, 
while Mohammed Irfan’s 
soulful vocals elevate the 
track’s romantic appeal. 
The song has been receiv-
ing positive responses for 
its freshness and melodic 
charm.

Speaking at the song 
launch, director Jayanth 
C Paranjee praised the 
composition and extend-
ed his best wishes to the 
team. “Malli Malli is a 
lovely song. The film is 
releasing on February 6, 
and I hope audiences 
watch and encourage the 
movie,” he said.

On the technical front, 

B a r a b a r  P r e m i s t h a 
boasts YR Sekhar as the 
director of  photography, 
with Bonthala Nageswar 
Reddy handling the edit-
ing. The story is penned 
by MA Tirupathi, while 
the screenplay is jointly 
crafted by Sampath 
Rudra and Tirupathi. Di-
alogues are written by 
Ramesh Rai,  adding 
strength to the film’s 
narrative.

Apart from the lead 
cast, the film features a 
strong supporting en-
semble including Mu-
ralidhar Goud, Laxman 
Meesala, Madhunandan, 
A b h ay  N ave e n ,  R a -
jasekhar Aningi, Dr. 
Bhatini, Keerthilatha 
G o u d ,  a n d  S u n i t h a 
Manohar in key roles.

With  i ts  youthful 
theme, romantic music, 
and growing promotion-
al buzz, Barabar Prem-
istha is gearing up for a 
grand release on Febru-
ary 6, aiming to strike a 
chord with young audi-
ences and romance lov-
ers alike.


