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Amaravati RTC Hire Bus
Operators Call Off Strike
After Successful Talks
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BUZZPOINTS CM Chandrababu Naidu Inaugurates Massive SARAS Fair in
Andhra Pradesh G c H H
e aee untur, Connects Directlywith Women Entrepreneurs
ma Jaggann.a Thota  1py Byreau | Janu-
Prabha L Thiratham 51y 09
as Offlcu::)l State untur City:
Festival The SARAS Amaravati: Dhyana Buddha Project Revived
| PAGE 02 | center in . . . . .
Guntur buzzed with vi- with Modernization Works in Full Swing
Bomb Threat brant energy today, I
d showcasing handmade ureau |Janu- letters to Chief Minis- the state’s singular
Emails Target Four crafts, artisanal prod- ary 09 | ter N. Chandrababu capital. The Dhyana
Andhra Pradesh ucts, and traditional " i Naidu and senior Buddha,perchedalong
.. items from self-help ; ‘f 4 - Iconic Dhy- Tourism Department the Krishna River,
District Courts; groups (SHGs) across : — ! ana Bud- officials, urgingimme- draws spiritual seek-
Searches Yield No India. Intricately craft- ed leaders Naidu min- earnings?” dalwood (red sandal), dha pro- diate intervention for ers and history enthu-
ed dolls, handloom sa- gled freely with ven- Vendor: “One lakh how much would it sell ject, a landmark the project’s revival. siasts alike, symboliz-
Exp/osives rees from diverse re- dors, inquiring about rupees, sir.” for?” The reply: “ 2,000, symbol of Andhra Responding promptly ing peace and
gions, jewelry their lives, earnings, CM: “After sharing, sir.” The tour ended at Pradesh’s capital Am- to his initiative, the enlightenment. Once
SN PAGE 03 NN attracting women and and aspirations. how much for you?” potter Venkata Rao’s aravati, has finally government sanc- fully revamped, it
Vijayawada youth, home decor piec- “I’mnot a leader con- Vendor: “50,000 for stall, where his wife sprung back to life tioned Rs 1.85 crore promises to boost visi-
es, and mouthwatering fined to four walls; I me, sir. I saved halwa shared his illness. with modernization specifically for the tor footfall and con-
Infant Trafﬁcking local delicacies turned prefer being an elder for you, please try Naidu promptly asked works kicking off in modernization efforts. tribute to the local
RinGaD i i the venue into a mini- brother,” he remarked, it.”Naidu tasted it, medical costs 10 lakh full earnest. Under the From that point, the economy.
Ing: Deeper LINKs India. From Kashmir visiting stalls one by shared with Minister and directed officials to Tourism Department’s Tourism Department MLA Bashyam
to Delhi and to Kanyakumari and one. He praised the Pemmasani, and in- provide 6 lakh aid on oversight, the project prepared detailed esti- Praveen hailed the de-
Mumbai to Mizoram, quality and market po- structed his security to the spot. Overjoyed ar- had been stalled by the mates, culminating in velopment as a “long-
Mumbai Gangs SHG products fromeve- tential of SHG prod- give the vendor 5,000. tisans hailed his re- previous government, the official launch of overdue win for Am-
ry corner of the coun- ucts,callingeachstalla Inaheartwarmingmo- sponsiveness.Naidu’s leading to its rapid de- works today. aravati’s heritage.” He
Emer ge try drew crowds, mark- “success story.”His ment,aDWACRA wom- visit, part of his Thurs- terioration into a state Engineers and work- credited Chief Minis-
ing the first such tour began at the Ma- an approached: “Sir, day Guntur tour, of neglect. ers are now addressing ter Naidu’s responsive
| PAGE 04 | large-scale national- dugula Halwa stall, she wants a photo with evoked elder-brother Lack of fundingleft critical issues head- governance for turn-
X . level SARAS fair out- where he engaged you—she’sbeencrying affection. Women ven- the site in ruins. on.Rainwater leaking ing the vision into re-
Major Fire Breaks side New Delhi.Chief warmly: since morning.” Naidu dors beamed with joy Cracks marred the fromthestatue’sstruc- ality. Tourism officials
Out at Tehsildar Minister N. Chandrab- CM:”How many kilos laughed and posed rarely seen in official towering 125-foot Bud- ture will be sealed, estimate the works
abu Naidu inaugurated do you sell daily?” obligingly. events. This SARAS dha statue, allowing while dilapidated ex- will wrap up in a few
Office in the event, but what Vendor: “40 kg, sir.” At a Chandragiri fair not only promotes rainwater to seep in- pansions and railings months, unveiling a
i stole the spotlight was CM: “How many stalldisplayingawood- ruralentrepreneurship side and form ugly undergo complete re- “new avatar” for Dhya-
Kanchikacherla his unscripted interac- work here?” en Lord Venkateswara but highlights Naidu’s patches of moss and pairs. The magnificent na Buddha that could
| PAGE 05 | tions. Defying his high- Vendor: “Four of us, idol, Naidu quizzed the hands-on governance grime. The indoor vid- 125-foot statue will re- rival global Buddhist
security protocol one sir.” artisan: “What wood is  style, bridging leaders eo displays, meant to ceive a fresh coat of landmarks.

of India’s most protect-

CM: “Monthly

this? If made with san-

and common folk.

Pawan Kalyan Warns Against Fake News, Vows Unwavering
Development for Pitapuram During Sankranti Festivities

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
itapuram,
Andhra
Pradesh:
Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister and Jana Sena
Party leader Pawan
Kalyan issued a stern
warning against spread-
ing misinformation in
Pitapuram, urging resi-
dents to stop viralizing
trivial or fabricated inci-
dents. Speaking at the
‘Pitapuram Sankranti
Mahotsavam’ organized
here on Friday, he ex-
pressed frustration over
how even minor events
like a coconut or palm
leaf falling—are ampli-
fied into major contro-
versies online. “Any-
thing small that happens
in Pitapuram goes vi-
ral,” Pawan Kalyan said,

highlighting the constit-
uency’s heightened scru-
tiny. “Even if school
children fight here, it be-
comes big news, but
something like the Puliv-
endula incident [refer-
ring to a past political
murder] doesn’t. Stop
spreading falsehoods.”
He emphasized that
peace and security must
prevail, directing police
to act firmly against
troublemakers. “If any-
one comes to Pitapuram
to stir fights, I’ll sit them
down and sort it out. My
words are soft, but my
hands are firm. I won’t
tolerate those creating
divisions among people,”
he added, alluding to al-
leged past harassment
by the previous YSRCP
government, including
abuses and false cases.
Earlier, Pawan Kalyan,

)

accompanied by Minis-
ters Narayana, Nadendla
Manohar, and Kandula
Durgesh, visited various
stalls at the festival,
showcasing local culture
and products.Elevating
the event’s significance,
the Deputy CM called for
Pitapuram Sankranti to
become a landmark cel-
ebration embracing all
faiths. “This festival
needs an identity. Let’s
take Andhra’s love to
Telangana, invite sisters
from there, and let them
taste Godavari district
hospitality,” he said. Dis-
missing stereotypes, he
clarified, “Sankranti
isn’t just cockfights and
gambling, enjoy those if
you want, but don’t limit
it to that.” Pawan Kalyan
underscored Pita-
puram’s spiritual impor-
tance as the birthplace

of saint Sri Pada
Srivallabha, terming his
election from here as di-
vine will. Committing to
its growth, he pledged,
“With or without power,
I’ll work for Pitapuram’s
people until my last
breath. Empower me
more, and I'll do even
better.” He outlined on-
going development initi-
atives, positioning the
town as a key Shakti
Peetham for the nation.
Turning to state poli-
tics, he praised Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s experience as
vital for Andhra
Pradesh. “Naidu and I
fully understand how to
protect people. Alliance
leaders shouldn’t weak-
en the coalition,” he cau-
tioned, urging unity
against divisive forces.
The remarks come

amid ongoing TDP-Jana
Sena-BJP alliance efforts
to stabilize governance
post-2024 elections.The
Sankranti Mahotsavam
drew large crowds, fea-
turing traditional games,
cultural performances,
and stalls promoting lo-
cal handicrafts. Pawan
Kalyan’s address, blend-
ing festivity with firm
resolve, resonated with
attendees, reinforcing
his image as a grassroots
leader focused on devel-
opment and harmony in
Kakinada district. Local
residents hailed the
event as a boost for Pita-
puram, with many echo-
ing calls for curbing so-
cial media rumors. As
Andhra Pradesh gears
up for more festivals,
Pawan Kalyan’s message
sets a tone of vigilance
and progress.

educate visitors, fell
into complete disre-
pair. Tourists arriving
at the site expressed
severe dissatisfaction,
with complaints pour-
ing in about the un-
kempt premises and
poor maintenance.
Local MLA Bashyam
Praveen took swift
note of the mounting
grievances and sprang
into action. Last Feb-
ruary, the MLA penned

vibrant colors to re-
store its awe-inspiring
sheen. The entire
premises will be beau-
tified, transforming
the site into a re-
splendent tourist
haven.

This revival aligns
with the current TDP-
led government’s push
to bolster Andhra
Pradesh’s tourism sec-
tor, especially in Am-
aravati, envisioned as

Local residents and
heritage enthusiasts
have welcomed the
move, hoping it signals
more investments in
AP’s cultural treas-
ures. With Andhra
Pradesh’s tourism am-
bitions gaining mo-
mentum under initia-
tives like these,
Amaravati is set to
shine brighter on the
national map.

CM Chandrababu Naidu Hails Farmers’
Resilience, Launches Pattadar Passhooks
in Rayavaram

TPN Bureau |

Jan 09
ayavaram,
East Goda-
vari Dis-
trict:
Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu praised
farmers for their un-
wavering spirit during
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, noting they contin-
ued working the fields
to feed everyone de-
spite the crisis. Speak-
ing at a program dis-
tributing pattadar
passbooks and land
documents to farmers
here on Friday, Naidu
questioned why the
previous YSRCP gov-
ernment’s land papers
featured YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s photo. He
criticized the “danger-
ous mindset” of past
leaders and reiterated
the TDP’s pre-election
promise of “Your
Land - Your Right,”
now fulfilled by issu-
ing passbooks with
the state emblem.
Addressing offi-

cials, Naidu directed
them to conduct gram
sabhas and distribute
passbooks to all eligi-
ble farmers by Janu-
ary 11 without a single
rupee of corruption.
“MRDOs, RDOs, and
staff must work dili-
gently. We’ll conduct
another survey next
month for remaining
cases, ensuring zero
mistakes once print-
ed,” he said.
Highlighting 29
land-related com-
plaints received, he as-
sured all would be re-
solved, including
issues from 22-year-
old cases. Farmers’
land records will be
securely stored on
blockchain, with strict
action against land
grabbers to instill fear.
Urging people to avoid
minor land disputes,
especially with family
or relatives Naidu
warned, “Court bat-
tles waste lifetimes.”
Naidu invoked the
need to prevent a re-
turn to “narakaasur”
(demonic) rule, reflect-

ing on his luck in serv-
ing as CM during all
three Godavari Push-
karalu. He outlined
ambitious water
plans: utilizing 300
TMC of water flowing
unused into the sea to
avert droughts. “Once
Polavaram is com-
plete, this region will
have no water scarcity.
We’ll channel water
from Polavaram to Vi-
sakhapatnam and
then to Vamsadhara.
We won’t compromise
on state interests
fights yield no bene-
fits,” he stated.

If surplus water re-
mains, Telangana can
use it; excess at Sri-
sailam will be diverted
to Rayalaseema.The
event underscores the
NDA government’s fo-
cus on transparent
land reforms and irri-
gation projects, key
TDP poll promises.
Naidu’s visit energiz-
es East Godavarifarm-
ers amid ongoing ef-
forts to digitize and
secure land rights.
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TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026

Suryapet: Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Nar-
simha issued a stern
warning to motorists on
Friday, emphasizing
strict adherence to
speed limits as police
ramp up surveillance
across key districts
ahead of the Sankranti
festival. “Reckless
speeding is unaccepta-
ble for vehicle drivers.
Everyone must follow
speed regulations,” SP
Narsimha declared dur-
ing a media briefing.

He stressed the need
for safe travel, assuring
the public that robust
monitoring systems are
in place to ensure festi-
val-goers celebrate joy-

fully and return home
safely. With Sankranti
festivities drawing
large crowds for rural
visits and family gath-
erings, traffic police
have deployed extensive
patrols on national and
state highways prone to
accidents.

The initiative covers
Nalgonda, Suryapet,
and Bhuvanagiri dis-
tricts, identified as
high-risk zones due to
black spots dangerous
road stretches with a
history of crashes. SP
Narsimha highlighted
non-stop vigilance, in-
cluding speed cameras,
mobile checkposts, and
drunk-driving check-
points, to curb
violations.

ANDRAPRADESH

District
Nalgonda

Suryapet

Bhuvanagiri

Detailed surveillance
data underscores the
scale of the operation:

Suryapet tops the list
with 66 km under watch
and a concerning 24
black spots, often linked
to sharp curves, poor

Surveillance (km) Black Spots

63

66

25

lighting, and heavy
truck traffic on the Hy-
derabad-Vijayawada
highway. Nalgonda fol-
lows closely with 63 km
monitored and 10 hot-
spots, while Bhuvana-
giri’s shorter 25 km

10

24

4

stretch includes four
critical points near rail-
way crossings.

“These black spots
have claimed numerous
lives in the past. We’ve
installed warning signs,
rumble strips, and in-

creased patrolling to
prevent tragedies,” SP
Narsimha added. Police
teams are using ad-
vanced tools like speed
guns and Al-enabled
cameras to enforce lim-
its 50 kmph in urban ar-
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Suryapet SP Urges Speed Control Amid Intensified Sankranti
Road Surveillance in Nalgonda Districts

eas, 80 kmph on high-
ways. Violations will
attract heavy fines
starting at 2,000, li-
cense suspensions, and
vehicle impoundment
for repeat offenders.
The drive aligns with
Telangana Police’s an-
nual Sankranti safety
protocol, launched amid
rising road fatalities.
Last year, the state re-
corded over 3,000 acci-
dents during the festi-
val season, with
speeding cited in 40% of
cases. This time, coordi-
nation with the Telan-
gana Road Transport
Authority includes free
bus services to reduce
private vehicle use and
awareness campaigns
via FM radio, social me-

dia, and village loud-
speakers. SP Narsimha
appealed to drivers:
“Plan your trips early,
avoid night travel on
black spot routes, wear
helmets and seatbelts,
and never drink and
drive. Let’s mthisake
Sankranti accident-
free.” Emergency hel-
plines (100 for police,
108 for ambulances) are
active 24/7. Local resi-
dents welcomed the
measures.

“With 24 black spots
here, we’re relieved to
see more cops,” said
farmer K. Ramesh from
Suryapet. As the festi-
val peaks on January
14, authorities aim for
zero fatalities through
vigilant enforcement.

Andhra

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026

Amaravati: In a move
to celebrate and pre-
serve the rich cultural
heritage of Andhra
Pradesh, the state gov-
ernment has officially
recognized the Jaggan-
na Thota Prabha L Thi-
ratham of Konaseema
as a state festival. This
announcement came
from Tourism Minister
Kandula Durgesh dur-
ing a media interaction
on Thursday at the Am-
aravati Secretariat.
Speaking alongside
State Cultural and Crea-
tivity Committee Chair-
person Podapati Tejas-
wi, Minister Durgesh
highlighted the festi-
val’s deep-rooted tradi-

Pradesh Declares Konaseema Jagganna Thota Prabha
L Thiratham as Offlclal State Festival

tions and its embodi-
ment of Telugu
culture.

“This 470-year-old
procession, held annu-
ally in Konaseema—a
region already re-
nowned internationally
for its unique festivals
takes place on Kanuma
day during Sankranti.
Recognizing it as a state
festival is a decision tak-
en by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
and the cabinet, and it’s
amatter of great pride,”
he said.The Jagganna
Thota Prabha L Thi-
ratham, often simply
called the Prabha L Thi-
ratham, is one of Kona-
seema’s most distin-
guished spectacles.

Konaseema, nestled

in the Godavari Delta
and famed for its lush
coconut groves, backwa-
ters, and vibrant festi-
vals, draws crowds from
across the globe during
Sankranti. This particu-
lar procession features
elaborately decorated
deities carried through
orchards (thota), illumi-
nated by traditional
lamps (prabha 1), creat-
ing a mesmerizing riv-
erine procession that
symbolizes devotion,
community, and agrari-
an prosperity.Minister
Durgesh emphasized
the festival’s role in cul-
tural continuity.
“These celebrations
will pass on our legacy
to future generations,”
he noted, underscoring

the government’s com-
mitment to promoting
indigenous traditions
amid modernization.
The decision aligns

with broader efforts by
the TDP-led administra-
tion to revive and ele-
vate regional festivals,
boosting tourism and lo-

cal economies. Konasee-
ma’s festivals, including
this one, have gained in-
ternational acclaim for
their eco-friendly prac-

tices and artistic gran-
deur, often compared to
Kerala’s Onam boat rac-
es but infused with Tel-
ugu flair. Podapati

Tejaswi echoed the sen-
timent, praising the ini-
tiative as a step toward
integrating cultural
preservation with state
policy. She highlighted
how such recognitions
could lead to increased
funding for infrastruc-
ture, artist support, and
global promotion.This
declaration is expected
to elevate the event’s
profile, potentially at-
tracting more visitors
and investments. With
Sankranti approaching,
preparations are under-
way to ensure a grand
celebration that honors
Konaseema’s 470-year
legacy while showcas-
ing Andhra Pradesh’s
cultural vibrancy on a
larger stage.

Guntur Stadium Revival: Centre Approves 14 Crore
Under Khelo India for Multi-Sports Complex

TPN Bureau | January
9, 2026

Guntur: In a major boost
for sports infrastructure
in Andhra Pradesh, Union
Minister of State for Rural
Development and local MP
Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar announced that
the Central Government
has sanctioned 14 crore
for the development of the
long-neglected Brah-
mananda Reddy Stadium
in Guntur.

This funding marks the
first concrete step toward
transforming the decades-
old venue into a state-of-
the-art multi-sports com-
plex, addressing years of
stagnation under previous
administrations. The an-
nouncement comes as part
of a comprehensive 170
crore proposal submitted
by the state government to
the Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports for up-
grading sports facilities
across the region.

Under the flagship Khe-
lo India scheme aimed at
nurturing grassroots tal-
ent and promoting fitness
nationwide the ministry
has granted preliminary
approval for the initial 14
crore tranche. Funds will
be released in phases, en-
suring systematic develop-

rN

ment, Minister Pem-
masani assured during a
press briefing at the stadi-
um premises today.Brah-
mananda Reddy Stadium,
named after the veteran
Congress leader and for-
mer Chief Minister B.
Venkata Reddi, has been a
symbol of Guntur’s sport-
ing heritage since its con-
struction in the 1980s.
Once a hub for district-lev-
el athletics, football, and
cricket matches, it fell into
disrepair over the past
decade due to lack of
maintenance and funding
delays. Local athletes and
coaches have long lament-
ed the crumbling tracks,
outdated floodlights, and
inadequate facilities,
which forced many young
talents to train in subpar
conditions or migrate to
Vijayawada or Visakhapa-
tnam.With this approval,
the stadium will undergo a
comprehensive makeover.

Plans include a modern
multi-sports complex fea-
turing synthetic athletic
tracks, indoor badminton
and gymnastics halls, a
FIFA-standard football
pitch, and advanced train-
ing academies. The project
aligns with the TDP-led
NDA government’s push
for sports development in

Andhra Pradesh, comple-
menting initiatives like
the upcoming internation-
al cricket stadium in
Visakhapatnam.

“This is a game-changer
for Guntur’s youth. We’ve
waited too long; now, with
Central support, we’ll
build facilities that rival
national standards,” Pem-
masani stated, crediting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision for Khelo In-
dia.The development is ex-
pected to create over 200
local jobs during construc-
tion and position Guntur
as a sports destination in
coastal Andhra.

District Collector and
sports officials hailed the
move, promising comple-
tion within 18-24 months.
Critics from the opposi-
tion YSRCP, however, ques-
tioned the phased funding
model, urging faster dis-
bursement to avoid fur-
ther delays.

This sanction under-
scores the Centre-state
synergy under the current
regime, potentially paving
the way for more approv-
als from the 170 crore
package. As Guntur eyes a
sporting renaissance, resi-
dents hope it ignites a new
era of fitness and
excellence.

Amaravati RTC Hire Bus Operators Call Off Strike
After Successful Talks
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TPN Bureau | January 9,
2026
Amaravati: In a relief to
passengers ahead of the
Sankranti festival rush,
hire bus operators’ associa-
tions in Andhra Pradesh
have withdrawn their pro-
posed strike starting Janu-
ary 12 following fruitful ne-
gotiations with APSRTC
Managing Director Dwara-
ka Tirumala Rao.The oper-
ators, representing thou-
sands of private buses
contracted by the Andhra
Pradesh State Road Trans-
port Corporation (AP-
SRTC), had threatened to
halt services due to mount-
ing operational challenges.
Key among their griev-
ances was the increased
burden from running five
types of buses under the
state government’s flagship
Stree Shakti scheme, aimed

at empowering women driv-
ers and conductors. “The
passenger load has surged,
driving up maintenance
costs significantly,” said a
spokesperson for the opera-
tors’ unions during the
talks. They demanded addi-
tional financial support to
cover these expenses, along
with resolutions for insur-
ance coverage gaps that
have left buses vulnerable
to claims.

In a series of meetings
held today, MD Dwaraka
Tirumala Rao engaged di-
rectly with union leaders,
addressing their concerns
head-on. The discussions
extended to Transport Min-
ister Gudivada Amarnath,
who assured swift action.
Officials promised to re-
solve the five primary de-
mands including enhanced
per-kilometer rates, better

insurance provisions, and
subsidies for Stree Shakti
operations by January 20.
“We’ve committed to im-
plementing these measures
promptly to ensure seam-
less services,” the MD stat-
ed, emphasizing the corpo-
ration’s appreciation for
the operators’ role in public
transport. The decision to
call off the strike comes at
a critical time, with Sank-
ranti travel peaking next
week. Operators cited pas-
senger convenience as a
major factor. “We don’t
want festival-goers facing
hardships; that’s why we’re
stepping back trusting the
assurances,” the unions an-
nounced in a joint state-
ment. This scheme,
launched under Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s TDP-led govern-
ment, has expanded wom-

en’s participation in trans-
port but strained private
partners amid rising fuel
prices and repair costs. AP-
SRTC, which relies heavily
on these 10,000+ hire buses
for intra- and inter-state
routes, hailed the resolu-
tion as a win-win.

The corporation reported
a20% uptick in Stree Shak-
ti bus usage since its roll-
out, underscoring the need
for sustainable support.
With the strike averted,
normal services resume
uninterrupted, boosting
confidence in the state’s
transport ecosystem.

This development aligns
with ongoing efforts to
modernize APSRTC post its
2024 revival, including fleet
expansion and digital tick-
eting. Operators remain op-
timistic but watchful for
deadline adherence.
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YCP MLAs’ Secret Assembly Sign-Ins Exposed: TDP
Leader Predicts Party Split Amid Internal Rifts

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Amaravati: In a
stinging revelation,
TDP Politburo member
Yanamala Ramakrish-
nudu accused YSR Con-
gress Party (YCP)
MLAs of duplicitous
behavior after they se-
cretly signed the as-
sembly attendance reg-
ister, despite party
chief Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s public boycott
of legislative proceed-
ings. The expose came
to light following scru-
tiny by the Assembly’s
Ethics Committee,
prompting Ramakrish-
nudu to issue a state-
ment on Thursday
highlighting what he
called the YCP’s “boot-
licking tactics.
“Ramakrishnudu
pointed out the glaring
contradiction in YCP’s
stance. “Jagan an-
nounced a complete
boycott of assembly ac-
tivities,” he said. “Yet,
his party’s MLAs

signed the register be-
hind his back. This re-
flects deep internal di-
visions within YCP and
could pave the way for
the party’s disintegra-
tion.” The development
has sparked specula-
tion about growing dis-
sent among YCP ranks,
especially after the par-
ty’s drubbing in the
2024 elections, where
TDP-Jana Sena-BJP al-
liance swept to power.
The controversy
erupted when the Eth-
ics Committee re-
viewed attendance re-
cords, uncovering that
several YCP MLAs
marked their presence
without participating
in debates or proceed-
ings. Sources indicate
this covert action was
aimed at retaining
perks like daily allow-
ances and constituency
development funds,
which require mini-
mum attendance. Ram-
akrishnudu lambasted
the move as hypocriti-

A

cal, urging Jagan to ad-
dress the “betrayal” by
his own legislators.
Political analysts
view this as a symptom
of YCP’s post-defeat
turmoil. With Jagan
leading an aggressive
opposition strategy
marked by frequent
protests and boycotts—
many MLAs reportedly
feel sidelined from leg-
islative influence.
“Signing in quietly
shows they’re hedging
bets amid uncertainty,”

said a senior observer.
TDP leaders, including
N. Chandrababu Naidu,
have capitalized on the
episode to portray YCP
as disorganized.

YCP spokespersons
dismissed the claims as
TDP propaganda, in-
sisting the sign-ins
were procedural and
not indicative of rebel-
lion. However, the epi-
sode underscores chal-
lenges for Jagan in
maintaining party uni-
ty. As the winter ses-

L/

sion progresses, all
eyes are on whether
more MLAs defect or if
Jagan reins in the dis-
senters. Ramakrish-
nudu concluded opti-
mistically: “These
cracks will widen, sign-
aling YCP’s impending
split.”This revelation
adds to Andhra
Pradesh’s charged po-
litical atmosphere,
where governance un-
der the NDA govern-
ment faces constant op-
position scrutiny.

CM Chandrababu, Pawan Kalyan, Nara Lokesh Support
Family of Doctor Harassed to Death Under YSRCP Rule

TPN Bureau | Janu-

ary 9, 2026
Amaravati: In a
heartfelt gesture of jus-

tice, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu,

Deputy CM Pawan

Kalyan, and IT Minis-
ter Nara Lokesh have
extended special sup-
port to the family of Dr.
Sudhakar, who tragi-
cally died due to har-
assment during the
previous YSRCP gov-
ernment led by YS Jag-
an Mohan Reddy.
Home Minister Ani-
tha Vangalapudi ex-
pressed profound grati-

tude to the trio for their

proactive intervention,
highlighting it as a tes-
tament to the NDA coa-
lition’s commitment to
the oppressed.Dr. Sud-
hakar’s son, Lalith Sad,
who was working as a
Junior Assistant in the
Cooperation Depart-
ment, has been promot-
ed and appointed as

Deputy Tahsildar in

the Revenue Depart-
ment under Group-2
services.

This elevation fulfills

a key promise made by

the coalition govern-
ment, providing finan-

cial stability and dig-
nity to the grieving
family Reacting to the
development, Home
Minister Anitha re-
counted the harrowing
ordeal faced by Dr. Sud-
hakar. “The entire pub-
lic witnessed how the
Jagan government sub-
jected Sudhakar to ex-
treme character assas-
sination just for asking
for a mask during the
pandemic,” she said in
a statement.

Anitha, who claimed
to have personally ob-
served the family’s
mental agony, added,
“We saw the psycholog-
ical trauma inflicted on
Sudhakar and his loved
ones firsthand. His
death was a direct re-
sult of Jagan’s arro-
gance and vindictive
politics.”Dr. Sudhakar,
adedicated doctor from
Andhra Pradesh, be-
came a symbol of state
overreach in 2020 when
he was publicly humili-
ated by YSRCP leaders
for questioning mask
distribution protocols
amid COVID-19 restric-
tions. Videos of his ver-
bal abuse went viral,
sparking widespread

outrage.

The relentless har-
assment, including
transfers and threats,
reportedly led to his
untimely demise, leav-
ing his family in dis-
tress.Anitha praised
the cabinet’s swift deci-
sion as “a shining ex-
ample of the coalition
government’s pure in-
tentions towards Dalits
and the marginalized.”
She emphasized that
reinstating justice for
Sudhakar, who could
not be brought back
and securing a prestig-
ious Deputy Tahsildar
post for his son demon-
strates true empathy.

“Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu
took personal responsi-
bility to honor our
promise, delivering jus-
tice to Sudhakar’s fam-
ily,” she noted. This
move aligns with the
TDP-Jana Sena-BJP co-
alition’s broader agen-
da of redressing griev-
ances from the YSRCP
regime (2019-2024),
which faced accusa-
tions of vendetta poli-
tics against critics, op-
position leaders, and
government employ-

ees. Political analysts
view it as a strategic
outreach to Dalit com-
munities, a key voter
base in Andhra
Pradesh, ahead of local
body elections.CM
Naidu’s office con-
firmed the appoint-
ment order was issued
immediately, with
Lalith Sad set to as-
sume duties soon. Dep-
uty CM Pawan Kalyan,
known for his advocacy
for the underprivi-
leged, reportedly
played a pivotal role in
pushing the file
through administrative
channels.

The gesture has
drawn applause from
TDP supporters on so-
cial media, with
hashtags like #Justice-
ForSudhakar trending.
YSRCP leaders, howev-
er, dismissed it as “po-
litical drama,” alleging
the coalition is exploit-
ing past tragedies for
sympathy votes.

As Andhra Pradesh
focuses on governance
reforms under the new
administration, cases
like this underscore
the coalition’s pledge to
protect whistleblowers
and families scarred by
political excesses.
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Government Distributes Official Pattadar Passhooks to

TDP MP Chinnni Slams Jagan on Capital Issue, Praises
Chandrababu’s Vision for Vijayawada-Guntur Mega City

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 8, 2026

Amaravati: Former
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister and YSRCP
chief YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy has once again
stirred controversy
over the state’s capital,
Amaravati, accusing
the current TDP-led
government of con-
structing it in a river-
bed and urging the Su-
preme Court to
intervene. Speaking to
fan party leaders at the
YSRCP central office in
Tadepalli on Thursday,
Jagan dismissed Am-

aravati as a “so-called
capital,” claiming it
lacks basic infrastruc-
ture like roads, water,
and electricity.
“Capital is where
the CM sits,” Jagan re-
iterated, indirectly tar-
geting Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu.
He vowed no permis-
sions for buildings in
riverbeds and mocked
the project as unfeasi-
ble. This comes days af-
ter YSRCP Rajya Sabha

MP and political secre-
tary Sajjala Ramakrish-
na Reddy stated the par-
ty has no objection to
Amaravati as capital,
highlighting internal
flip-flops drawing wide-
spread criticism. The
Amaravati saga traces
back to 2014, when
Andhra Pradesh bifur-
cated from Telangana,
leaving the new state
capital-less. Naidu’s
TDP government sur-
veyed regions and se-
lected 28 villages
around Thulluru in
Guntur district, includ-
ing Amaravati. Then-
opposition leader Jagan
welcomed the decision
in the Assembly. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi laid the founda-
tion stone, kickstarting
works. SRCP’s 2019
landslide victory led
Jagan to announce
three capitals: Amara-
vati (legislative), Kur-
nool (judicial), and Vi-
sakhapatnam
(executive) for “decen-
tralized governance.
“This sparked farmer

unrest, as land donors
who gave 33,000 acres
felt betrayed. Protests,
hunger strikes, and
marches faced police
hurdles; courts eventu-
ally permitted paday-
atras from Amaravati
to Arasavalli. No con-
struction occurred un-
der YSRCP, and opposi-
tion leaders faced cases
and arrests, fueling
public backlash. The
2024 elections delivered
a crushing verdict:

TDP-Jana Sena-BJP al-
liance won 164 seats, re-
ducing YSRCP to 11—
denying it opposition
status. Naidu’s govern-
ment reaffirmed single-
capital Amaravati, ac-
celerating projects with
central support. Works
are progressing rapidly
between Vijayawada
and Guntur. Jagan’s lat-
est barbs, contrasting
his past support and Sa-
jjala’s recent nod, have
sparked accusations of

opportunism. Critics
say he’s undermining
stability for political
gain, even as Parlia-
ment considers a bill af-
firming Amaravati’s
legal status. TDP lead-
ers dismissed the re-
marks as “desperate
conspiracies,” vowing
to push ahead. Amara-
vati remains a flash-
point in AP politics,
symbolizing develop-
ment promises and re-
gional divides.

TPN Bureau | Jan-
uary 9, 2026

Narsaraopet (Pal-
nadu District):
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is relentless-
ly working towards
the comprehensive
development of the
agriculture sector, af-
firmed MLA Dr.
Chadlavada Aravind
Babu and MP Lavu
Sri Krishnadevaraya-
lu during a key event
in Uppalapadu vil-
lage, Narsaraopet
Mandal.

The duo spearhead-
ed the distribution of
government-stamped
Pattadar Passbooks
to local farmers,
marking a significant
step in securing land
rights. As chief
guests, MLA Dr.
Chadlavada Aravind
Babu and MP Lavu
Sri Krishnadevaraya-
lu personally handed
over the passbooks,
emphasizing their
role as the primary le-
gal document affirm-
ing farmers’ owner-
ship of land.Speaking
on the occasion, they
highlighted that these
officially sealed pass-
books are fully ac-
cepted by banks and

Farmers in Narsaraop

=

financial institutions.
“Farmers can now
confidently use them
to access loans and fi-
nancial support,”
they stated, urging
beneficiaries to lever-
age these for agricul-
tural advancement.
The leaders praised
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s
farmer-centric gov-
ernance, which prior-
itizes rural welfare.
Under his leadership,
initiatives like mod-
ern farming tech-
niques, irrigation
projects, crop insur-
ance, and subsidies
are being implement-
ed to double farmers’
incomes.

“Agriculture must
become profitable,
and clear land rights
are crucial for that,”
they noted, adding
that the government
is reforming the rev-
enue system for great-
er transparency.They
also underscored the
coordinated efforts
between central and
state governments,
with farmer security
at the core.

“We are always
available to resolve
farmers’ issues,” they

et, Boosting Agri Sector
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assured the gather-
ing.The event saw
participation from
Janasena constituen-
cy in-charge Syed
Jilani, BJP in-charge
Rangashetty Ram-
akrishna, TDP lead-
ers Mannan Sharif,
Gattupalli
Satyanarayana, Puli-
mi Ramireddy, and
numerous alliance
party workers and
supporters. This dis-
tribution aligns with
the TDP-led NDA gov-
ernment’s broader
agenda to empower
farmers in Palnadu
district. By digitizing
and authenticating
land records, the ini-
tiative reduces dis-
putes and enables
easier access to cred-
it, fostering sustaina-
ble agri-growth. Lo-
cal farmers expressed
gratitude, hailing it
as a “game-changer”
for their livelihoods
amid ongoing chal-
lenges like erratic
monsoons and rising
input costs.

Officials confirmed
that similar pro-
grams will roll out
across the constitu-
ency, targeting thou-
sands more pass-

Bomb Threat Emails Target Four Andhra Pradesh

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026

Chittoor, Andhra
Pradesh: Multiple dis-
trict courts in Andhra
Pradesh received
chilling bomb threat
emails on Thursday,
prompting extensive
security sweeps
across the state. The
threats, which
claimed intent to use
human bombs and
RDX explosives, tar-
geted courts in Chit-
toor, Anantapur, Elu-
rou, and
Visakhapatnam. No
explosives were found
after thorough search-
es, but investigations
are underway to trace
the hoax’s origins.
The menacing emails
arrived late Wednes-
day night but were
discovered by judges
upon arriving at the
courts Thursday
morning. They imme-
diately alerted local
police, triggering a
swift response. Bomb
disposal squads, dog
squads, and special-
ized teams combed
the premises from ear-
ly morning until
evening.

“We conducted ex-
haustive checks, in-
cluding sniffer dog
operations and explo-
sive detection devices.
Nothing suspicious

District Courts; Searches Yield No Explosives

was detected,” a sen-
ior police official from
Chittoor told report-
ers. The emails, laced
with terrorist rheto-
ric, alleged involve-
ment from a splinter
group of Sri Lanka’s
Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
The group reportedly
broke away after be-
ing humiliated by a
Tamil Nadu political
party and has now al-
lied with Kashmir-
based ISI terrorists.
They threatened su-
icide attacks at 1:15
PM using human
bombs laced with
RDX. The claims esca-
lated concerns,
prompting the Nation-
al Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) to alert state
police and urge
heightened vigilance.
This incident under-
scores rising digital
threats to public in-
frastructure in India.
Authorities suspect
the emails could be
“letter bombs” hoax
messages designed to
SOW panic or genuine
reconnaissance by ex-
tremists. Police are
scrutinizing email
headers, IP traces,
and linguistic pat-
terns to identify send-
ers. “Whether it’s a
prank, rival mischief,
or a real plot, we're

leaving no stone un-
turned,” said Chittoor
Superintendent of Po-
lice K. Ravi Kumar.

Courts remained
operational with min-
imal disruptions,
though public access
was temporarily re-
stricted during
searches. Similar
threats have hit Indi-
an institutions before,
including schools and
airports, often traced
to overseas servers or
disgruntled individu-
als. The Andhra
Pradesh Director
General of Police has
ordered statewide
alerts for courts and
government build-
ings. As night fell,
normalcy returned,
but the probe intensi-
fies. Forensic teams
are analyzing email
metadata, while cyber
cells collaborate with
NIA. State Home Min-
ister Vangalapudi An-
itha condemned the
threats, assuring ro-
bust action.

“Terror has no
place in AP; we’ll
hunt down those re-
sponsible,” she posted
on X.Residents urge
calm, but the episode
highlights vulnerabil-
ities in judicial secu-
rity amid India’s
evolving threat
landscape.
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PIBVijayawada Hosts Vartalap Media Workshop inVizianagaram to Boost Awareness

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Vijayawada | Viziana-
garam: Member of Par-
liament Shri Kalisetti
Appalanaidu hailed the
newly enacted Vikasit
Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission Gramin (VB G
RAM G) as a game-
changer for rural India,
positioning villages at
the heart of the Viksit
Bharat 2047 vision.
Speaking as chief guest
at ‘Vartalap’, a media
workshop organized by
the Press Information
Bureau (PIB) Vijayawa-
da here today, he de-
scribed the scheme as a
holistic strategy for as-
set creation and liveli-
hood enhancement in
rural areas.
The MP highlighted

key upgrades, including
an increase in statutory
wage days from 100 to
125 per financial year.
“VB G RAM G focuses
on building rural assets
while providing sustain-
able livelihoods to lo-
cals,” Shri Appalanaidu
said. He urged journal-
ists to amplify aware-
ness campaigns, empha-
sizing, “To reach real
beneficiaries, media
must create massive

outreach.”PIB Vi-
jayawada Director Shri
G. Suresh Kumar out-
lined the workshop’s
goal: bridging the Cen-
tre and regional media
to dispel misconcep-
tions. He noted benefits
like extended work days
and livelihood support
during agricultural off-
seasons, aiding farmers
and beneficiaries.Shri
Y.V.K. Shanmukh Ku-
mar, MGNREGS Direc-
tor, delivered a detailed
presentation, praising
Vizianagaram as a top-
performing district
since MGNREGS’s in-
ception. “Evolving be-
yond mere employment,
VB G RAM G prioritizes
asset and livelihood cre-
ation,” he stated.
Advanced tools like
Artificial Intelligence,

VIJAYAWADA

GPS geo-tagging, and
digital monitoring en-
sure transparency, curb
corruption, and prevent
duplication, boosting
beneficiary incomes.In
interactions, senior
journalists suggested
measures to stem mi-
gration from backward
districts like Vizianaga-
ram. Additional Com-
missioner, Panchayat
Raj and Rural Develop-
ment, Shri Siva Prasad
responded, detailing
provisions for equitable
resource distribution,
weekly payments, un-
employment allowanc-
es, and priority for SCs,
STs, women, and special
category labour. The-
matic focus areas in-
clude water security,
core rural infrastruc-
ture, livelihood infra-

structure, and disaster
preparedness to build
resilient communities.
Other participants in-
cluded Shri Gopichand,

1o

Chief Quality Control
Officer (MGNREGS),
Lead Bank officials Shri
VV Ramana Murthy
and Shri Anil, and Dis-
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VB G RAM G Empowers Rural India Towards Viksit Bharat 2047: MP Kalisetti Appalanaidu

I

trict Water Manage-
ment Agency Project Di-
rector Smt Sarada Devi.
The event underscores
VB G RAM G’s role in

Andhra Pradesh’s rural
transformation, align-
ing with state priorities
under TDP-led
governance.

Supreme Court Overturns AP High
Court Order, Revives Corruption
robes Against 13 Officials

Vijayawada | New
Delhi: In a significant
ruling, the Supreme
Court on Thursday set
aside the Andhra
Pradesh High Court’s
August 1, 2025, deci-
sion that had quashed
13 FIRs registered by
the Vijayawada Anti-
Corruption Bureau’s
(ACB) Central Investi-
gation Unit (CIU)
against state officials
accused of corruption.
The bench, comprising
Justices M.M. Sun-
dresh, Satish Chandra
Sharma, and another,
directed the ACB to
continue investiga-
tions, complete them
within six months of
receiving the judg-
ment copy, and file fi-
nal reports.

It also barred the AP
High Court from enter-
taining future peti-
tions challenging such
FIRs or probes on ju-
risdictional grounds.
The case stems from
corruption cases filed
between 2016 and 2020
under the Prevention
of Corruption Act. Fol-
lowing the state’s bi-
furcation in 2016, the
ACB’s Hyderabad-
based CIU designated a
“police station” via a
2003 G.O. was relocated
to Vijayawada on Octo-
ber 17, 2016, and con-
tinued functioning as
such.

By 2020, it had reg-
istered 13 FIRs, com-
pleting probes in 12

and even filing a
chargesheet in one.Ac-
cused officials ap-
proached the High
Court in 2020-2023, ar-
guing the Vijayawada
unit lacked formal “po-
lice station” notifica-
tion post-relocation,
rendering the FIRs in-
valid. Despite a Sep-
tember 14, 2022, G.O.
designating the office
as the state’s sole ACB
police station, they in-
sisted probes after Oc-
tober 2016 were
unauthorized.

The High Court
agreed, quashing all 13
FIRs in August 2025
purely on jurisdiction-
al technicalities, with-
out considering alter-
natives.The ACB
(Rayalaseema) Joint
Director challenged
this via an SLP on Sep-
tember 12, 2025. The
Supreme Court bench
lambasted the High
Court’s approach, stat-
ing it effectively
“nipped investigations
in the bud” and under-
mined justice.

“Quashing FIRs un-
der the Prevention of
Corruption Act on
mere technicalities,
without suggesting al-
ternative jurisdic-
tions, mocks the rule
of law,” the judgment
noted. It clarified that
pre-bifurcation laws
from the united
Andhra Pradesh re-
main valid in both suc-
cessor states absent

amendments.Key di-
rectives include:ACB
to expedite probes
without arrests or co-
ercive actions unless
necessary.

Accused to fully co-
operate.Liberty for ac-
cused to challenge
chargesheets or future
proceedings individu-
ally. No High Court pe-
titions on FIR validity
henceforth.Senior ad-
vocates Siddharth Lu-
thra, Siddha Agarwal,
and Guntur Pramod
Kumar argued for the
state, emphasizing
continuity of legal
frameworks
post-bifurcation.

This verdict bolsters
the ACB’s mandate
amid Andhra
Pradesh’s ongoing an-
ti-corruption drive un-
der the TDP-led gov-
ernment. It revives
probes into alleged
graft by 13 officials, po-
tentially leading to
chargesheets soon.

Critics of the High
Court order had
warned it could derail
dozens of cases, while
the ruling reinforces
investigative autono-
my. The ACB hailed
the decision as a “vic-
tory for accountabili-
ty,” urging swift clo-
sure. Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister’s Office
sources indicated
monitoring compli-
ance, signaling re-
newed momentum
against corruption.

Vijayawada Infant Trafficking Ring: Deeper Links to

Delhi and Mumbai Gangs Emerge

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Vijayawada: What be-
gan as a local baby-sell-
ing racket has unrave-
led into a sprawling
interstate network link-
ing Vijayawada to noto-
rious gangs in Delhi and
Mumbai’s Mumbra
area. Police suspect the
prime accused, Balaga-
ni Sarojini, supplied in-
fants kidnapped by
these syndicates, rais-
ing alarms over child
abductions masked as
parental sales.
In March last year,
Vijayawada police bust-
ed Sarojini’s gang while

they were trafficking ba-
bies. Officers rescued
seven infants, now in
child welfare centers,
and arrested 18 sus-
pects, including Saroji-
ni. The case was regis-
tered at the Women
Police Station. Initial
probes pointed to des-
perate parents selling
their children due to
poverty.

However, new arrests
have flipped the narra-
tive. Key figures from
Delhi—Kiran Sharma
and Berty, surfaced as
handlers. Both were re-
cently apprehended and
jailed. The plot thick-

ened with Anil Baba
Kair, a Mumbra opera-
tive currently in Thane
Jail, Mumbai. Police is-
sued a PT warrant for
him after learning of
his role. Separately,
Kavita Pratap Jadhav,
arrested in Mumbai’s
Thane, was produced in
Vijayawada’s Chief Met-
ropolitan Court on
Thursday. Granted re-
mand until January 21,
she was shifted to the
district jail.
Bhawanipuram police
named her in their case.
Anil’s prior conviction
fueled fresh suspicions.
Kulgaon police in Maha-

rashtra arrested him for
kidnapping a 12-year-old
girl and demanding 20
lakh ransom after her
parents filed a com-
plaint. This overlap
prompted Vijayawada
investigators to probe if
the seven infants came
via kidnapping, not just
parental consent. “We’re
exploring hospital thefts
or outright abductions,”
a senior officer said.
Investigations reveal
seamless ties between
Delhi and Mumbra
gangs. Satish, linked to
Anil and jailed in Mum-
bai, connects directly to
Sarojini. Police believe

these groups procured
babies through staged
kidnappings, funneled
them to Sarojini for sale.
Commissioner Ra-
jasekhar Babu ordered a
full mapping of illegal
child transport chains,
placing oversight with
Administrative DCP
KGVS Sarita.

She briefed the CP
Thursday on progress.
As arrests mount, new
links surface. Priyanka,
part of Kiran Sharma’s
Delhi team, remains at
large. Satish Baba Kair,
nabbed in Gujarat’s Va-
dodara, is en route to Vi-
jayawada on transit re-
mand. Anil is expected
Saturday. “This is a
phased operation across
states,” police noted,
suspecting coordinated
supply chains.

The case exposes vul-
nerabilities in child pro-
tection, with public out-
rage growing over
trafficked innocents.
Authorities urge par-
ents to report suspi-
cious activities amid on-
going raids.(Police
sources; further details
awaited from
interrogations.)

Andhra Pradesh High Court Slams Machilipatnam
Municipal Commissioner for Defying Orders on
YSRCP Office Occupancy Certificate

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026

Amaravati: The
Andhra Pradesh High
Court unleashed scath-
ing criticism against the
Machilipatnam Munici-
pal Commissioner on
Thursday, terming court
orders a “laughing mat-
ter” and warning of
strict action for non-
compliance. Justice N.
Harinath, presiding
over the hearing, ex-
pressed fury over the of-
ficial’s failure to issue
an occupancy certificate
for the YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) office in
Machilipatnam, despite
prior directives.

The court mandated
the commissioner to file
an affidavit explaining
the defiance and post-
poned the hearing to
February 9. “If we send
one official inside [jail],
everyone will fall in
line. We know where to
draw the line beyond the
law,” Justice Harinath
remarked, underscoring
the gravity of contempt
proceedings. The bench
cautioned that the com-
missioner’s actions bor-

dered on court defiance,
nullifying his counter-
affidavit that contradict-
ed earlier High Court
instructions.

The petition stemmed
from Krishna district
YSRCP president Perni
Nani, who accused the
commissioner of bias.
Nani’s writ petition
highlighted how the of-
ficial ignored a bench
led by the Chief Justice,
which had ordered scru-
tiny of submitted docu-
ments for issuing the
certificate. Instead, the
commissioner repeat-
edly issued notices de-
manding explanations,
halted construction, and
ultimately rejected the
occupancy certificate is-
suance.During argu-
ments, petitioner’s
counsel Y. Nagireddy de-
tailed the harassment:
“Officials are acting
with malice on the party
office issue.

Even after court di-
rectives, they sent no-
tices seeking repeated
clarifications, stopped
construction works, and
rejected the certificate.”
Justice Harinath retort-

ed sharply, questioning
if the commissioner
needed English lessons
to understand orders or
viewed them as a joke.
This episode reflects on-
going tensions between
YSRCP and local author-
ities under the TDP-led
government.

The party alleges po-

litical vendetta in deny-
ing basic approvals for
its offices, especially af-
ter losing power in 2024.
The High Court revoked
the commissioner’s af-
fidavit, reinforcing judi-
cial supremacy. Legal
experts note this as a
stern reminder amid
rising contempt cases

against officials in
Andhra Pradesh.
YSRCP leaders hailed
the ruling as a victory
for rule of law, while
municipal authorities
remained silent. The
February hearing will
scrutinize the affidavit,
potentially escalating to
contempt charges.
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TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Minister for
Education, IT, and Skill
Development, Nara
Lokesh, affirmed the
state government’s un-
wavering commitment
to the comprehensive
development of the Ray-
achoti constituency.
Speaking after a meet-
ing with Transport,
Youth Affairs, and
Sports Minister Mandi-
palli Ramprasad Reddy,
Lokesh promised full
governmental support
to transform Rayachoti
across all sectors within
the next three years.
The meeting, held on
Friday, saw the two min-
isters engage in detailed
discussions on key de-
velopment initiatives

for Rayachoti. Lokesh
emphasized that priori-
ty would be given to edu-
cation, IT, and skill de-
velopment sectors. “We
will take all necessary
steps to establish educa-
tional institutions, IT
colleges, and skill devel-
opment centers in Raya-
choti,” he stated, assur-
ing complete backing
from the state govern-
ment and relevant
departments.

This collaboration un-
derscores the TDP-led
government’s focus on
grassroots development
in Chittoor district’s
Rayachoti assembly seg-
ment. Rayachoti, known
for its agricultural base
and growing youth pop-
ulation, stands to bene-
fit from targeted invest-
ments that align with

Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu’s vision
of a skilled, employable
workforce. Lokesh high-
lighted plans to position
Rayachoti as a hub for
education and employ-
ment opportunities, fos-
tering long-term eco-
nomic growth.
Minister Ramprasad
Reddy, representing
Rayachoti as its MLA,
welcomed the initia-
tives. The discussion
covered infrastructure
upgrades, youth skill
training programs, and
integration with state-
wide schemeslike the IT
push under the Andhra
Pradesh Innovation So-
ciety. Specific proposals
include setting up ad-
vanced IT training hubs
linked to global tech
firms and upgrading lo-
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Ministers Lokesh and Ramprasad Reddy Gommit to Rayachoti’s All-Round Development

cal colleges with mod-
ern curricula in Al, cy-
ber security, and digital
skills. Lokesh reiterated

that these projects
would receive seamless
inter-departmental sup-
port, ensuring timely

implementation. “Raya-
choti’s youth deserve
world-class opportuni-
ties. Our government is

fully committed to mak-
ing this a reality,” he
added. The ministers
also reviewed ongoing

transport and sports in-
frastructure projects,
pledging synergy be-
tween their portfolios.
This development
push comes amid the
coalition government’s
efforts to deliver on pre-
poll promises, contrast-
ing with the previous
YSRCP regime’s alleged
neglect of backward
constituencies. Local
stakeholders have
hailed the meeting as a
positive step, expecting
job creation and educa-
tional upliftment to
boost Rayachoti’s pros-
pects. Officials con-
firmed that detailed pro-
ject proposals would be
forwarded to the cabinet
for approval soon, with
groundwork beginning
in the coming months.

Major Fire Breaks Out at Tehsildar Office in Kanchikacherla

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Kanchikacherla: A
massive fire erupted to-
day at the Tehsildar of-
fice in Kanchikacherla,
sending shockwaves
through the local admin-
istration. The blaze orig-
inated in the office’s
storeroom, where flames
spread rapidly, engulf-
ing stored materials.
Thick smoke billowing
from inside the building
alerted staff, who
promptly informed the
fire station, averting a
potential catastrophe.
Fire tenders rushed
to the scene upon receiv-
ing the distress call. The
firefighting team acted
swiftly, battling the in-
ferno and bringing it un-
der control within
hours. Officials praised
the rapid response, not-
ing that it prevented the
fire from spreading to
other parts of the build-
ing and saved lives. No
casualties were report-

ed, providing immense
relief to authorities and
the public.
Preliminary investi-
gations reveal signifi-
cant damage to govern-
ment records stored in
the affected storeroom.
Several files and docu-
ments were reduced to
ashes, though exact de-
tails on the nature of the
records or the extent of
the loss remain undis-
closed pending a full as-
sessment. This incident
raises concerns over the
preservation of critical
administrative data in
public offices.
Authorities have
launched a probe into
the cause of the fire. Ini-
tial suspicions point to a
possible short circuit,
but other factors are
also under scrutiny. A
thorough inquiry will
determine the exact
trigger, with findings ex-
pected to guide preven-
tive measures. Revenue
and fire department of-

ficials have already con-
ducted a joint review of
the site.In the after-
math, higher-ups from
the Revenue and Fire
Departments visited the
spot, assuring the public
of enhanced safety pro-
tocols. “We are commit-
ted to ensuring such in-
cidents do not recur.
Immediate steps will in-
clude electrical audits,
better storage facilities,
and staff training on
emergency protocols,” a

senior official stated.
Local residents and po-
litical leaders expressed
relief over the absence
of human loss but
voiced worries about
data recovery and ac-
countability. The Tehsil-
dar office, a key hub for
land records, revenue
collections, and citizen
services in the region,
now faces temporary
disruptions as cleanup
and restoration begin.
This event underscores

the vulnerabilities in
government infrastruc-
ture, especially in rural
areas like Kanchikach-
erla, NTR district. As
Andhra Pradesh pushes
for digital governance,
such analog losses high-
light the urgency for
backups and moderniza-
tion. Officials promised
a detailed report soon,
emphasizing no stone
will be left unturned in
preventing future
mishaps.

Srikakulam Gears Up for Grand 7-Day Rathasapthami Celebrations

Srikakulam | Sikkole: Dis-
trict Collector Swapanil
Dinkar Pundkar and MLA
Gonda Shankar launched
the Rathasapthami festivi-
ties with a curtain-raiser
event at the Arasavalli Dev-
asthanam premises on Fri-
day morning. Symbolizing
the birth anniversary of
Lord Surya, this year’s cele-
brations will span seven
days from January 19 to 25,
embracing the deity’s seven
horses, seven colors, and the
seven chakras in the human

body through a series of vi-
brant programs.

The officials flagged off
the “Arasavalli promotional
chariot” to spread aware-
ness across the district. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Col-
lector Pundkar urged
residents to participate ac-
tively, blending spirituality
with social awareness.
“We’re organizing unprece-
dented attractions like
grand processions, helicop-
ter rides, and hot air balloon
displays,” he said.

Cultural shows will light
up KR Stadium, while a food
festival takes over the NTR
Municipal High School
grounds. To manage crowds
on Rathasapthami day, dar-
shan opportunities are ex-
tended over seven days. He
also called for Surya Namas-
kars in all schools, colleges,
and residential communi-
ties for the next 10 days, spe-
cially commending national
yoga player Rasajna
Rajahamsa.

MLA Shankar highlight-
ed additional highlights, in-

cluding a massive exhibition
at the Balika High School, a
replica of the Arasavalli
temple at KR Stadium along-
side models of prominent
state shrines, traditional
dances, arts, and sports com-
petitions. “On Rathasaptha-
mi, we’ll host a mega group
yoga session with 5,000 par-
ticipants on an 80-foot road,
plus contests for school stu-
dents,” he announced, em-
phasizing the event’s role in
elevating the district’s pres-
tige. Joint Collector Firman
Ahmed Khan, DRO Sai

Pratyusha, DSP Vivekanan-
da, District Ayush Medical
Officer Jagadish, yoga gurus
K. Muralidhar, Pandrangi
Murali, Tangi Swati, Minis-
ter Satyanarayana, Social
Welfare DD Madhusudan
Rao, Arasavalli EO Prasad
Rao, Surya Patanjali Yoga
Centre students, and other
officials attended the launch.

This state-level festival
promises a spectacle of devo-
tion, culture, and communi-
ty spirit, drawing crowds to
honor Lord Surya in grand
style.

Parvathipuram

District

Ushers

Manyam
in Early

Sankranti Celebrations

Krishnapalli Anganwadi Hosts Grand FestivitiesCollector
and JCBless Children in Traditional Bhogi Ritual

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9

Parvathipuram:
Early Sankranti cele-
brations kicked off

Krishnapalli is a testa-
ment to that spirit,” he
said. Amid the chil-
dren’s playful excite-
ment, the program fea-

with greatenthusiasm tured traditional
across Parvathipuram rituals where tiny tots
Manyam district, as received Bhogiberries
announced by District poured over them a

Collector Dr. N. Prab-
hakar Reddy. At the
Krishnapalli Angan-
wadi center in Par-
vathipuram Mandal,
festivities commenced
under the auspices of
the ICDS (Integrated
Child Development
Services) on Friday.
The Collector graced
the event as chief
guest, igniting the
Bhogi bonfire to offi-
cially launch the cele-
brations. Joining him,
the Joint Collector
(JC) participated

customary practice
symbolizing good
health and longevity.
The Collector per-
sonally blessed them,
wishing they live to be
ahundred years strong
and healthy. The chil-
dren’s enthusiastic in-
volvement in lighting
the Bhogi flames stole
the show, their cheers
echoing through the
venue. The entire An-
ganwadi center was
adorned with vibrant
rangolis (muggulu),
resonating with the

alongside the children, melodies of Haridasu
adding to the joyful at- folk songs, transform-
mosphere. Speaking ing it into a cultural

on the occasion, Col-
lector Dr. Prabhakar
Reddy highlighted
how festive fervor had
enveloped all Angan-
wadi centers in the dis-
trict. “This grand pre-
Sankranti event at

spectacle.

“Such programs
play a vital role in
passing down our rich
traditions and culture
to the younger genera-
tion,” the Collector
emphasized.He urged

the children to pursue
higher education and
achieve great heights
in life. Extending his
warm greetings, Dr.
Reddy conveyed ad-
vance Sankranti wish-
es to the mothers, An-
ganwadi workers,
helpers, and all villag-
ers present. The center
buzzed with the tod-
dlers’ laughter and
mothers’ cheerful ban-
ter, turning Krishna-
palli Anganwadi into a
premature slice of
Sankranti paradise
even before the festi-
val’s official dates.
These early celebra-
tions underscore the
district’s commitment
to blending tradition
with community wel-
fare, especially
through ICDS initia-
tives that nurture ear-
ly childhood develop-
ment. As Sankranti
approaches, similar
events are expected
across more Angan-
wadis, fostering cul-
tural continuity and
joy in rural pockets of
Parvathipuram
Manyam.

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 9, 2026
Narsaraopet (Pal-
nadu District): The
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is prioritizing
market expansion for
swadeshi products,
with a special focus on
tribal-origin items like
Araku coffee, District
Collector Krtika Shukla
declared today. She in-
augurated a new Araku
coffee stall in Narsarao-
pet town alongside Nar-
asaraopet MP Lavu
Srikrishnadevarayalu
and MLA Dr. Chadala-
vada Aravind Babu.
The event under-

scores the state’s com-
mitment to boosting lo-
cal economies and
self-employment oppor-
tunities.Speaking at the
launch, Collector Shuk-
la emphasized that such
initiatives significantly
contribute to the devel-
opment of tribal re-
gions. “Providing mar-
ket access to indigenous
products is our primary
goal,” she said. “This is
an excellent opportuni-
ty for youth to step into
self-employment. The
government will extend
all necessary support.”

She highlighted how
direct sales outlets em-

power producers by cut-

ting out intermediaries,
ensuring fair prices and
sustainable livelihoods.
MP Lavu Srikrishnade-
varayalu urged greater

promotion of the Araku
coffee brand among the
public. “We must take
this tribal excellence to
every household,” he
stated. He advocated for

models where farmers
sell directly to consum-
ers, reducing middle-
men exploitation and
guaranteeing just remu-
neration. “This ap-

proach strengthens ru-
ral economies and
aligns with the vision
of Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” he added,
praising the TDP-led
NDA government’s pro-
active policies. MLA Dr.
Aravind Babu lauded
Araku coffee’s global
acclaim. “Not just na-
tionwide, this product
has earned internation-
al recognition for its su-
perior quality,” he not-
ed. “It’s the hard work
of tribal farmers that
places it at the top.” He
called for sustained ef-
forts to scale such ven-
tures, benefiting Pal-

nadu district’s agrarian
communities. The
event saw participation
from Revenue Division-
al Officer Madhulatha,
DRDA PD Jhansirani,
Janasena constituency
in-charge Syed Gilani,
TDP leaders Gattupalli
Satyanarayana, Man-
nanu Sharif, Kurapati
Srinivasarao Pulim-
irareddy, Battula Selva-
raj, and BJP constitu-
ency in-charge
Rangishetty Ram-
akrishna, among oth-
ers. Local enthusiasts
and vendors gathered,
sampling the aromatic
brew and expressing op-

timism about its poten-
tial.This stall is part of
broader state initiatives
to promote GI-tagged
products from tribal
belts like Araku Valley
in Alluri Sitharama
Raju district. By estab-
lishing outlets in urban
and semi-urban areas,
the administration
aims to bridge produc-
ers and markets, foster-
ing economic inclusion.
Officials confirmed
plans for more such
stalls across Palnadu,
aligning with Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s vision for
rural prosperity.
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Beneath K

For decades, India has
spoken of technological
sovereignty, energy inde-
pendence, and strategic
autonomy. Yet one of the
most powerful tools to
achieve all three lies qui-
etly beneath our feet—
embedded in the miner-
al-rich sands of Kerala’s
coastline. With the pas-
sage of the nuclear
SHANTI Bill, flawed
though it may be, the mo-
ment has arrived to move
from rhetoric to action.

The Chavara-Neenda-
kara-Kayamkulam
stretch of Kerala’s coast
contains one of the
world’s richest concen-
trations of thorium-
bearing monazite, tita-
nium minerals such as
ilmenite, rutile, and leu-
coxene, zircon, and as-
sociated rare earth ele-
ments (REEs). Very few
regions globally host all
three categories at such
scale. Kerala does. These
deposits are among the
most accessible strategic
minerals in the world, re-
quiring neither under-
ground mining nor the
prolonged lead times of
hard-rock extraction.

Kerala’s heavy mineral
sands—monazite, ilmen-
ite, rutile, zircon, and sil-
limanite—are indispen-
sable to the global energy
transition, defence man-
ufacturing, aerospace,
electronics, and ad-
vanced metallurgy. Yet
India has barely begun to
treat this endowment as
the strategic asset it tru-
ly is. We continue the ir-
rational practice of ex-
porting rare earth oxides
while importing finished
magnets and high-value
components. If this cycle
is to be broken, Kerala is
the most logical place to
begin.

India Needs
Imagination—and Will

Handled strategically,
these minerals could
form the backbone of In-
dia’s long-term energy
security, aerospace capa-
bility, and technological
self-reliance. The chal-
lenge is not the absence
of resources; it is the ab-
sence of imagination
and institutional resolve
to treat minerals as in-
struments of national

power.
Kerala should be offi-
cially designated India’s
pilot state for strategic
mineral development.
Done correctly, it could
become a living demon-
stration that democratic
governance, environ-
mental responsibility,
and national security
can coexist. If Kerala
leads responsibly, it can
set areplicable model for
the rest of the country.

Thorium: Energy
Independence
Deferred

During parliamentary
debates on the SHANTI
Bill, several speakers
highlighted India’s tho-
rium advantage. India’s
nuclear establishment
haslong recognised tho-
rium as the holy grail
of energy security. With
the world’s largest mon-
azite reserves, India
holds roughly a quarter
of global thorium re-
sources—much of it lo-
cated in Kerala.

Thorium is not just an-
other mineral. It is a
long-duration energy as-
set capable of powering

India for centuries
through advanced breed-
er reactors. Yet today,
thorium remains con-
fined to laboratories and
policy papers. The three-
stage nuclear pro-
gramme—once a symbol
of Indian scientific ambi-
tion—has progressed at a
glacial pace, even as oth-
er nations accelerate to-
ward next-generation nu-
clear technologies.
Kerala could alter this
trajectory. A state-level
thorium innovation mis-
sion—anchored in col-
laboration between the
Department of Atomic
Energy, leading re-
search institutions, and
private engineering
firms—could accelerate
reactor component man-
ufacturing, materials re-
search, and safety sys-
tems. The objective need
not be immediate com-
mercial deployment; de-
monstrable technologi-
cal progress alone would
be transformative. A pi-
lot thorium cluster in
Kerala would send a
clear message: India in-
tends to shape the future
of nuclear energy, not

OPINION

merely observe it.
Titanium: The Metal of
Strategic Autonomy

If thorium represents
energy independence,
titanium represents
strategic autonomy. Ti-
tanium alloys are indis-
pensable for aerospace,
defence, naval engi-
neering, hypersonic
platforms, and space ex-
ploration. Their unique
combination of
strength, light weight,
and corrosion resistance
makes them essential to
any modern military or
spacefaring nation.

Kerala’s coastal sands
contain some of the
world’s richest ilmenite
deposits, the primary ore
for titanium. India is the
world’s largest producer
of ilmenite, yet remains
a marginal player in tita-
nium metal and alloy
production. Raw ore is
exported; value addition
takes place overseas.

This dependence is a
strategic vulnerability.
No nation aspiring to
great-power status can
afford to outsource the
production of a metal so

India’s ‘Clean’ Cities and t

Indore, Gandhinagar,
and Bengaluru are fre-
quently held up as sym-
bols of India’s urban suc-
cess. Indore has repeatedly
topped the Swachh Sur-
vekshan rankings as the
country’s “cleanest”
city. Gandhinagar and
Ahmedabad are show-
cased as planned, green,
and efficiently governed
urban centres, with Gan-
dhinagar slated to host the
Commonwealth Games in
2030. At the Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2024-25 awards in
July 2025, Ahmedabad was
named India’s cleanest big
city, while Gandhinagar
topped the Super Swachh
League in the mid-sized
city category. Bengaluru,
despite its well-known
struggles, continues to be
branded India’s technolo-
gy capital and boasts one
of the highest municipal
revenues in the country.

Yet beneath these acco-
lades lies a deeply trou-
bling reality: contaminat-
ed drinking water caused
by the mixing of sewage
and water supply lines.
Cracks develop in pipe-
lines, sewer lines overflow,
pressure changes force
contamination into drink-
ing water systems—and
people fall sick. Increas-
ingly, these incidents are
no longer confined to the
monsoon season. That
such severe water contam-
ination continues to recur
in major Indian cities is
not merely alarming; it is
indefensible.

The recent deaths in In-

dore, the typhoid outbreak
in Gandhinagar, and wide-
spread illness linked to
contaminated water in
Bengaluru expose a pro-
found failure of urban
governance. They compel
us to ask a fundamental
question: what do “clean”
and “well-managed” actu-
ally mean in India’s
cities?

The Reality Behind the
Rankings

On January 6, the Mad-
hya Pradesh government
confirmed before the High
Court that at least eight
people had died in Indore.
Reports indicate that since
December 24, over 310 resi-
dents from the Bhagirath-
pura area have been ad-
mitted to hospitals with
symptoms linked to water
contamination.

In Gandhinagar, a sud-
den surge in typhoid cases
has affected multiple lo-
calities. As of January 7,
health authorities con-
firmed 85 active cases,
with a total of 144 reported
infections. Anticipating a
rise in paediatric cases,
Gandhinagar Civil Hospi-
tal opened a dedicated 30-
bed ward for children suf-
fering from high fever,
vomiting, and gastrointes-
tinal distress. Contaminat-
ed water has been identi-
fied as the primary cause.

In Bengaluru, residents
of KSFC Layout in Linga-
rajapuram have been
forced to rely on private
water supplies for more
than a week due to foul-

smelling, discoloured tap
water. Many reported
months of gastrointesti-
nal illness, vomiting, and
diarrhoea, but the scale of
contamination became ev-
ident only recently.
Access to safe drinking
water is not a luxury or an
aspirational goal. It is a
constitutional obligation.
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion, as interpreted by
the Supreme Court, in-
cludes the right to clean
water as intrinsic to the
right to life. When sew-
age enters drinking wa-
ter pipelines and people
fall seriously ill or die, it
isnot an accident—itisa
failure of planning,
maintenance, govern-
ance, and accountability.

The lllusion of
Cleanliness

Indore’s tragedy is espe-
cially stark given its repu-
tation. Cleanliness rank-
ings focus heavily on
visible sanitation—solid
waste management, street
sweeping, behavioural
campaigns, and public toi-
lets. Water infrastructure,
buried underground and
out of sight, receives far
less attention until it fails
catastrophically.

Gandhinagar’s typhoid
outbreak reveals a similar
contradiction. Officials
have acknowledged that
the problem was not age-
ing infrastructure but
newly laid pipelines in-
stalled dangerously close
to sewer lines. When high-
pressure water began

flowing, weak joints devel-
oped leaks, allowing sew-
age to contaminate drink-
ing water. This is not a
technical mishap; it is a
grave lapse in public safe-
ty, and those responsible
must be held accountable.
Planned cities are often
assumed to be safer. But
planning without contin-
uous maintenance is
meaningless. Preventive
maintenance is a well-es-
tablished principle in ur-
ban management, yet in
practice it remains large-
ly confined to reports and
presentations.
Bengaluru exposes an-
other systemic weakness:
fragmented governance.
Different agencies handle
water supply, sewage,
stormwater drains, and
roadworks. One agency
damages pipelines during
excavation, another is re-
sponsible for repairs, and
a third monitors water
quality—often resulting in
no one being held account-
able. During the monsoon,
overflowing drains and
flooded streets further in-
crease contamination
risks. For a city that mar-
kets itself as a global tech-
nology hub, the routine
necessity of boiling water
or buying expensive tank-
er supplies is an irony bor-
dering on the absurd.

Why This Should Alarm
Us

Nearly 70% of India’s
surface water is unfit for
consumption. Rivers are
heavily polluted by sewage

central to its defence and
aerospace ecosystems.
Kerala can again serve as
the proving ground. A ti-
tanium downstream
manufacturing corri-
dor—integrating benefi-
ciation, slag production,
sponge titanium, and al-
loy fabrication—could
create a domestic ecosys-
tem India currently
lacks. With ISRO, DRDO,
and the Indian Navy as
anchor customers, Kera-
la could emerge as the
titanium hub of the In-
dian Ocean region.

Rare Earths: The
Hidden Backbone of
Power

Rare earth elements
are the quiet enablers of
21st-century technology.
China’s near-hegemonic
control over rare earth
mining, refining, and
magnet manufacturing
has already been weap-
onised, including
against India. Today,
China controls about
60% of global rare-earth
mining, over 90% of re-
fining capacity, and
much of the downstream
supply chain.

Rare earths power per-
manent magnets, elec-
tric vehicles, wind tur-
bines, advanced
electronics, precision
sensors, and precision-
guided weapons. De-
pendence on a single
supplier is no longer
just an economic
risk—it is a strategic
one.

Kerala’s monazite and
zircon sands contain sig-
nificant rare earth con-
tent, though coastal ero-
sion is steadily depleting
these reserves. Yet In-
dia’s REE separation ca-
pacity remains minimal,
and downstream manu-
facturing—magnets, al-
loys, and components—
is almost non-existent.
We export raw materials
and import finished
products at high cost.

A Kerala Rare Earths
Mission could reverse
this trajectory. By inte-
grating mining, separa-
tion, metallurgy, and
component manufac-
turing, Kerala could
host India’s first com-
plete REE value chain.
This is not merely an
industrial opportunity;
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it is a national security
necessity.

Why Kerala Is the
Right Place

Critics will argue that
this is parochial advo-
cacy, or that mining is
environmentally de-
structive, socially dis-
ruptive, and politically
contentious. Within
Kerala, some will insist
that the state’s dense
population and strong
civic culture make it
unsuitable for such an
experiment.

But that is precisely
why Kerala is the right
place.

If strategic mineral
development can be
done responsibly in
Kerala—with transpar-
ency, community par-
ticipation, scientific
oversight, and strict
environmental safe-
guards—it can be done
anywhere in India.
Kerala’s regulatory ca-
pacity, political aware-
ness, and social en-
gagement make it
uniquely positioned to
pioneer an ethical, sus-
tainable model of

erala’s Sands Lies India’s Strategic Future

extraction.
Community consent
will not emerge from
rhetoric alone. It will
come from visible ben-
efits: skilled employ-
ment, revenue sharing,
improved infrastruc-
ture, educational op-
portunities, and credi-
ble ecological
protection. Kerala al-
ready has a public-sec-
tor legacy through
IREL and KMML. What
it lacks is a 21st-century
vision that integrates
science, industry, and
national strategy.

Let Kerala Lead

India’s mineral policy
has long been extrac-
tive rather than strate-
gic. We mine, export,
and re-import value-
added products at a pre-
mium. That era must
end. In the decades
ahead, minerals will
not merely be commodi-
ties—they will be in-
struments of power.

Kerala offers India a
rare convergence: tho-
rium, titanium, and
rare earths in one glob-
ally significant region.
Very few places in the
world can claim this
combination. But re-
sources alone do not
confer power. Strategy
does.

Kerala should be de-
clared India’s pilot
state for strategic
minerals. This re-
quires a Kerala Stra-
tegic Minerals Au-
thority; a thorium
innovation cluster; a
titanium downstream
manufacturing corri-
dor; a rare earths val-
ue-chain mission; a
transparent, communi-
ty-first environmental
framework; and a deep
national security part-
nership with the Cen-
tral Government.

India often speaks of
becoming a global pow-
er. Kerala offers a
chance to build the ma-
terial foundations of
that ambition.

Handled passively,
these minerals will re-
main sand.

Handled strategically,
they can become the
steel, fuel, and circuitry
of India’s future.

e Poison Beneath the Tap

and industrial waste,
while groundwater is con-
taminated by arsenic, fluo-
ride, and other naturally
occurring toxins. Millions
suffer the health and eco-
nomic consequences, plac-
ing enormous strain on
already scarce freshwater
resources.

As policymakers focus
on extending piped water
coverage, these recurring
tragedies underline a criti-
cal truth: access alone is
not the problem. Even cit-
ies with established water
networks cannot guaran-
tee safe drinking water.

What makes these fail-
ures especially disturbing
is that they occur in cities
with higher revenues,
stronger administrative
capacity, and greater civic
awareness than most
towns and peri-urban are-
as. If Indore, Gandhina-
gar, and Bengaluru cannot
ensure safe water, condi-
tions elsewhere are likely
far worse. This exposes a
structural flaw in India’s
urban governance—an ob-
session with rankings, op-
tics, and announcements,
at the expense of unglam-
orous but vital systems
such as pipeline integrity,
routine testing, and pre-
ventive maintenance.

Rapid urbanisation has
only compounded the
problem, pushing more
people into congested cit-
ies and placing immense
strain on ageing water and
sewage infrastructure.

A Silent Social Crisis

Water contamination
disproportionately affects
children, the elderly, and
the poor. Middle-class
households may install fil-
ters or buy bottled water,
but low-income families
depend entirely on munic-
ipal supply. When contam-
ination occurs, it quickly
escalates into a public
health emergency—caus-
ing missed school days,
mounting medical expens-
es, malnutrition, and, in
extreme cases, death.

These human costs nev-
er appear in cleanliness
rankings or GDP statis-
tics, yet they steadily
erode public trust and
deepen inequality.

Accountability remains
the weakest link. Investi-
gations are announced,
compensation promised,
and officials suspended or
transferred. But systemic

reform rarely follows.
There is little transparen-
cy around water quality
reports, pipeline audits, or
the frequency of contami-
nation incidents. Citizens
often learn of danger only
after hospitals report
spikes in waterborne dis-
eases. A truly “clean” city
would publish real-time
water quality data and is-
sue immediate alerts,
much like air quality
warnings.

Redefining Urban
Cleanliness

India’s urban future
depends on confronting
this blind spot. Invest-
ment must shift from
surface-level sanitation
to underground infra-
structure—modernising
pipelines, physically sep-
arating water and sew-
age networks, managing

pressure systems, and
deploying sensors for
early contamination de-
tection. Regular third-
party audits and commu-
nity monitoring should
be mandatory, not option-
al. Above all, water safe-
ty must be treated as a
public health priority,
not merely an engineer-
ing concern.

The deaths in Indore
and the illnesses in Gan-
dhinagar and Bengaluru
are not isolated inci-
dents. They are warn-
ings. Clean streets and
awards cannot compen-
sate for poisoned taps.
Until Indian cities rede-
fine cleanliness to in-
clude safe, reliable drink-
ing water, urban success
will remain a hollow
promise—one that costs
lives instead of improv-
ing them.
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“Mamata Leads Kolkata Rally Against ED
Raids as BJP Alleges Corru

The political confrontation
between the Centre and the
West Bengal government in-
tensified on Friday after the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
conducted raids on the Indian
Political Action Committee (I-
PAC) and its co-founder Pra-
tik Jain. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee took to the
streets of Kolkata in protest,
while the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) accused her of be-
ing “knee-deep in corrup-
tion,” amplifying an already
heated standoff.

The matter also disrupted
proceedings in the Calcutta
High Court. Justice Suvra
Ghosh, who was hearing mul-
tiple petitions related to the
raids, temporarily left the
courtroom, citing excessive
crowding. With the high court
scheduled to remain closed
over the weekend, the case is
now set to resume only on
Wednesday.

I-PAC, a political consultan-
cy firm, has been actively in-
volved in assisting the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) with its
strategy for the upcoming
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions later this year. The ED’s
raids on Thursday alleged
that Banerjee had walked out
with a laptop, phone, and doc-
uments from Jain’s residence
during the action, which is
linked to a coal smuggling
case.

In its petition filed with the
court, the ED claimed that Ba-
nerjee misused her constitu-
tional position by obstructing
officials carrying out their
duties at the I-PAC office and
Jain’s home. The agency also
sought a CBI investigation
into the matter, including the

chief minister’s role.

Inresponse, Pratik Jain and
the Trinamool Congress filed
counter-petitions, arguing
that the ED’s raids were po-
litically motivated. According
to the TMC, the agency was
attempting to seize docu-
ments related to the party’s
election strategy so that they
could potentially be handed
over to the BJP ahead of the
state polls.

While the legal proceedings
were underway, Mamata Ba-
nerjee led a massive protest
rally to demonstrate her oppo-
sition to the raids. Starting
from Jadavpur and moving
towards Hazra Crossing, a
distance of roughly six kilom-
eters, the rally saw Banerjee
at the forefront, flanked by
senior party leaders and sur-
rounded by a large contingent
of party workers. Crowds

lined the streets to show sup-
port for the chief minister,
chanting slogans and waving
party flags, underscoring the
TMC’s message that the BJP
was resorting to all possible
means to influence the up-
coming elections.

Banerjee and other TMC
leaders accused the BJP of
desperation in its efforts to se-
cure victory in the Bengal
polls, framing the ED raids as
part of a broader strategy to
undermine their party. “The
timing of these actions is
clearly aimed at disrupting
the democratic process and
intimidating political oppo-
nents,” TMC sources said.

The BJP, on the other hand,
accused Mamata Banerjee of
corruption and interference
in the enforcement process.
Senior party leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad called for her
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to be formally named as an ac-
cused for allegedly intimidat-
ing ED officials. “There are
multiple suspicious circum-
stances surrounding Mamata
Banerjee’s actions during the
raids. It appears she was at-
tempting to rescue sensitive
material that implicates her
and her party,” he said, em-
phasizing the need for
accountability.

As the political battle un-
folds, the standoff has added
another layer of tension to
West Bengal’s already charged
pre-election environment.
With the High Court proceed-
ings set to resume on Wednes-
day and public demonstra-
tions continuing, the
confrontation between the
Centre and the state govern-
ment is poised to remain a
major flashpoint in the run-
up to the assembly elections.

Ajit and Sharad Pawar Factions Patch Up Ahead of

Pimpri

Mumbai: The two factions of
the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) have reportedly recon-
ciled, with tensions within the
Pawar family resolved, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister
and NCP leader Ajit Pawar told
NDTV in an exclusive
interview.

“The workers of both parties
want to unite. The two NCPs
are together now. All tensions
in our family have ended,” he
said, signaling a formal truce
between his faction and the
one led by Sharad Pawar.

The NCP had split two years
ago after a mutiny by Ajit Pa-
war, who subsequently aligned
his faction with the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
and assumed the role of Depu-
ty Chief Minister. The division
had also involved a tussle over
party symbols: Ajit Pawar re-
tained the NCP’s original
name and the iconic ‘clock’
symbol, while Sharad Pawar’s
faction adopted the name NCP
(Sharadchandra Pawar) and a
trumpet symbol.

Both factions have now de-
cided to join forces for the up-
coming Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions. Sharad Pawar’s daugh-

7

ter and Lok Sabha MP, Supriya
Sule, confirmed to NDTV that
the alliance was formed at the
request of party workers. She
clarified, however, that there
has been no discussion regard-
ing whether this collaboration
will continue beyond the civic
polls.

Sule also dismissed rumours
linking NCP (SP) to Maharash-
tra’s BJP-led government or
suggesting that she would as-
sume a ministerial post. “Let
those who are happy with such
rumours talk about them,” she
said.

Ajit Pawar also addressed

-Chinchwad Civic Polls

) \

other controversies, including
allegations related to a land
deal involving his son, Parth
Pawar. “He didn’t give a single
rupee. We also didn’t buy any
land,” he stated, rejecting the
claims outright.

On the political front, Ajit
Pawar expressed confidence
about the Pimpri-Chinchwad
elections despite the recent
rapprochement between MNS
chief Raj Thackeray and Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray. “Raj Thackeray’s
speech is like a mimicry show;
it gives entertainment for a
short time, but nothing can be

achieved with it. Both Raj and
Uddhav will not be success-
ful,” he remarked, downplay-
ing any potential threat from
the alliance.

Meanwhile, Supriya Sule
took aim at the BJP, accusing
the party of creating divisions
among smaller parties. She
also highlighted broader gov-
ernance concerns, citing con-
troversies like the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s raids on
political consultancy I-PAC in
West Bengal. “Pollution, pot-
holes, and traffic problems are
at their peak in Mumbai, and
no work has been done on the
ground. The public and voters
are troubled by the mis-
matched alliances happening
in Maharashtra. How are so
many leaders being elected un-
opposed? This is a disturbing
trend,” she said, emphasizing
the need for accountability
and better governance.

With the Pawar factions now
united, the NCP aims to con-
solidate its position in the
Pimpri-Chinchwad polls,
sending a strong signal about
its intent to present a united
front in Maharashtra’s in-
creasingly complex political
landscape.

Sabarimala Gold Theft Probe: Temple Chief Priest Kandararu
Rajeevaru Arrested by SIT

The investigation into the
alleged theft of gold from Sa-
barimala temple artefacts took
a dramatic turn on Friday
with the arrest of the temple’s
chief priest, Tantri Kandara-
ru Rajeevaru, by the special
investigation team (SIT). Ra-
jeevaru is the first member of
the Tantri clan to be arrested
in the ongoing case, which
comes amid the temple’s an-
nual festival.

The SIT, formed by the Ker-
ala High Court, has registered
two cases related to the scan-
dal and so far has arrested
nine individuals, including
senior employees of the Tra-
vancore Devaswom Board and
CPI(M) leaders who headed
the board overseeing the hill
shrine. Rajeevaru, a senior
priest from the Thazhamon
family, has been a key figure at
Sabarimala since joining in
1995. His son, Kandararu
Brahmadathan, also became a
priest at the temple in 2024.

Police allege that Rajeevaru
facilitated the entry of the key

accused, Unnikrishnan Potty,
into the temple as an assistant
to the priests. Potty, who is ac-
cused of removing gold-plated
temple items under the pretext
of “gold covering” in 2019 and
2025, began working at the
shrine in 2007-08. Over the
years, he allegedly leveraged
his position to manage VIP
darshan for businessmen,
celebrities, and influential
visitors, ultimately present-
ing himself as a sponsor for

the temple’s gold covering
ceremonies.

Rajeevaru is expected to be
produced before the vigilance
court in Kollam, where the
case is being heard.

Earlier this week, the High
Court, which oversaw the for-
mation of the SIT, classified
the investigation into four dis-
tinct phases. The first phase
focuses on the gold cladding of
various artefacts in and
around the Sreekovil. The sec-

ond pertains to the replace-
ment of the old gold-plated
door of the Sreekovil in 2019.
The third phase examines the
removal of the gold-clad
Dwarapalaka idol plates, side
plates, and door frame plates,
also in 2019. The fourth phase
involves all transactions relat-
ed to the gold plating of the
Dwarapalaka idol plates in
2025.

The High Court noted that
the gold was allegedly re-
moved, replaced, or misappro-
priated through a premeditat-
ed and concerted plan by
individuals entrusted with
safeguarding the temple’s val-
uables. The next hearing in
the case has been scheduled
for January 19.

The arrest of Rajeevaru
marks a significant develop-
ment in the case, highlighting
the widening scope of the
probe and the involvement of
senior temple authorities in
the alleged misappropriation
of gold from one of India’s
most revered shrines.
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India Rejects US Commerce Secretary’s
Remarks on Trade Talks, Reaffirms

Commitme

New Delhi: India has firm-
ly pushed back against com-
ments made by United States
Commerce Secretary How-
ard Lutnick suggesting that
a long-discussed India-US
trade agreement stalled be-
cause Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi did not place a
phone call to US President
Donald Trump. The Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) described Lutnick’s
remarks as “not accurate,”
emphasizing that the two
countries have been engaged
in sustained, detailed nego-
tiations on a bilateral trade
pact for over a year.

MEA spokesperson Ran-
dhir Jaiswal clarified that
India and the United States
had committed to negotiat-
ing a trade agreement as
early as February 13, 2025,
and multiple rounds of dis-
cussions have since been
held, aimed at reaching a
mutually beneficial out-
come. “We have seen the re-
marks. India and the US
were committed to negotiat-
ing a bilateral trade agree-
ment as far back as Febru-
ary 13 last year,” he said.
“On several occasions, we
have been close to a deal.
The characterisation of
these discussions in the re-
ported remarks is not
accurate.”

Jaiswal stressed that India
remains interested in final-
izing a trade pact that bene-
fits both countries. “We re-
main interested in a
mutually beneficial trade

-

deal between two comple-
mentary economies and
look forward to concluding
it,” he added.

The MEA also addressed
any implication that politi-
cal communication at the
highest level had broken
down. Jaiswal pointed out
that Prime Minister Modi
and President Trump have
spoken on the phone on
eight occasions during 2025,
covering various aspects of
the wide-ranging India-US
partnership. “Incidentally,
Prime Minister Modi and
President Trump have also
spoken on the phone on
eight occasions during 2025,
covering different aspects of
our wide-ranging partner-
ship,” he said, emphasizing
that high-level dialogue has
remained consistent.

The Centre’s response
came in the wake of Lut-
nick’s interview on a pod-
cast released on Thursday.
During the interview, the US
Commerce Secretary re-
marked that negotiations
with India failed to reach a
conclusion while the United
States proceeded with trade
agreements with other coun-
tries. While Lutnick did not
specify the reasons behind
India’s stance, he implied
that the absence of direct
communication at the high-
est level contributed to the
delay.

India, however, has main-
tained that the negotiations
have been ongoing and pro-
ductive, with both sides

nt to Bilateral Deal

working toward a compre-
hensive agreement. Officials
have repeatedly highlighted
that trade discussions in-
volve complex issues, rang-
ing from tariffs and market
access to intellectual prop-
erty rights and investment
rules, which require careful
negotiation rather than a
single phone call to resolve.

Experts suggest that the
MEA’s rebuttal seeks to clar-
ify that bilateral negotia-
tions are a matter of process
and substance rather than
personalities or isolated ges-
tures. They note that fram-
ing the delays as a result of
a missed call oversimplifies
the multifaceted nature of
international trade
agreements.

Despite the comments by
Lutnick, India has signaled
its continued interest in con-
cluding a bilateral trade pact
with the United States. Both
governments appear com-
mitted to finding a path for-
ward that strengthens eco-
nomic ties between the two
complementary economies,
underlining that the India-
US partnership remains ro-
bust and multi-dimensional,
spanning trade, technology;,
defense, and strategic
cooperation.

With negotiations ongo-
ing, officials have indicated
that both countries are ex-
ploring ways to address out-
standing issues, aiming for a
deal that balances mutual
interests and fosters deeper
economic engagement.

Madras High Court Stays UA Certification for
Vijay’s Jana Nayagan, Release Postponed

The Madras High Court
on Friday stayed a single
judge’s order directing the
Censor Board to grant a UA
certificate to Vijay-starrer
Jana Nayagan, pushing the
matter for hearing on Janu-
ary 21, after the Pongal holi-
days. The film, widely tout-
ed as Vijay’s swansong
before he transitions to full-
time politics, was originally
scheduled for release today,
January 9.

Earlier on Friday morn-
ing, a single judge had or-
dered the Censor Board to
issue a UA certificate once
the filmmakers made the re-
quired modifications. The
court had also criticized the
board for entertaining com-
plaints against the film,
terming it a “dangerous
trend.”

Soon after, the Censor
Board appealed against the
order and sought an urgent
hearing. Senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi represented
the producers, while Addi-
tional Solicitor General
A.R.L. Sundaresan and So-
licitor General Tushar Me-

hta appeared for the Censor
Board.

During the hearing, Sund-
aresan argued that the
board had not been given an
opportunity to file a counter
affidavit before the earlier
order. He also pointed out
that the production house’s
petition had not challenged
the Censor Board chair-
man’s decision to refer the
film to a Revising Commit-
tee, yet the single judge had
quashed that decision. The
Chief Justice raised con-
cerns over how such an or-
der could be issued without
allowing the board to
respond.

Rohatgi, representing the
filmmakers, questioned how
a member of the Examining
Committee could lodge a
complaint against the film.
The Chief Justice also criti-
cized the producers for an-
nouncing the release date
before the certificate was of-
ficially granted, suggesting
that they had pressured the
court.

The Censor Board has pre-
viously stated that Jana

Nayagan includes emblems
related to the armed forces,
which, according to the
board, require expert
examination.

The film, produced by
KVN Productions, was slat-
ed for a worldwide release
with screenings in the US,
UK, Malaysia, and Canada.
However, on January 7, the
production house an-
nounced the postponement
of the release, citing “una-
voidable circumstances be-
yond our control.” The
statement expressed regret
to fans and stakeholders and
requested patience, promis-
ing that a new release date
would be announced soon.

Jana Nayagan also stars
Bobby Deol and Pooja Hegde
and has been one of the
most anticipated releases of
the year, with fans eagerly
awaiting Vijay’s last outing
on the big screen before his
political journey. The film-
makers are reportedly dis-
cussing the option of ap-
proaching the Supreme
Court to expedite the certifi-
cation process.
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Israel Rejects Pakistan’s Role in Gaza
Stabilisation Force, Warns Against

Israel has firmly rejected any pro-
posal for Pakistani military involve-
ment in a potential International Sta-
bilisation Force (ISF) for Gaza under
US President Donald Trump’s Gaza
plan. Speaking exclusively to NDTYV,
Israel’s ambassador to India, Reuven
Azar, said the Jewish state is uncom-
fortable with Pakistan’s participation
due to growing ties between Hamas
and Pakistan-based terror groups, in-
cluding Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Azar stressed that any future ar-
rangement for Gaza is contingent on
the complete dismantling of Hamas.
“There is no way forward unless Ha-
mas is eliminated as a terrorist or-
ganisation,” he said. He noted that
several countries approached by the
US to contribute troops have already
expressed reluctance, unwilling to
engage in combat against Hamas,
rendering the idea of a stabilisation
force ineffective under current
circumstances.

The envoy highlighted Israel’s pri-
orities in Gaza: retrieving hostages,
including the remains of deceased
captives, and dismantling Hamas’s
military and political infrastructure.
He warned that countries sympathet-
ic to Hamas, such as Turkey and Qa-
tar, have attempted to bypass these
requirements. “Either Hamas dis-
mantles, or the second phase of any
plan cannot be implemented,” he
added.

Azar also addressed Pakistan’s po-
tential involvement, noting that coun-
tries generally cooperate only with
trusted partners with formal diplo-
matic ties, which he argued Pakistan
currently does not meet. He expressed
concern over the movement of senior
Hamas commander Naji Zaheer, who
reportedly visited Pakistan multiple
times over the last three years, meet-
ing with operatives of Lashkar-e-Tai-

Hamas Links

ba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, including
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Israeli
intelligence is closely monitoring
these activities, he said, describing
the coordination among jihadist
groups in the region as “very
worrisome.”

While stopping short of directly ac-
cusing Pakistan’s government, Azar
implied that such movements are un-
likely without some form of official
approval. He said Israel and allied
countries are sharing intelligence
with relevant authorities to track
evolving terror linkages.

On India, Azar noted the country’s
security concerns, particularly re-
garding past attacks by Pakistan-
based terror organisations. He said
the threat is being closely monitored,
and Indian authorities are taking
measures to safeguard national inter-
ests. Regarding whether Hamas
should be formally banned in India,
Azar said the threat is clear but left
the decision to Indian authorities.

The ambassador also commented
on the ongoing unrest in Iran, describ-
ing it as a sign of widespread public
frustration with the country’s clerical
regime. While he called the protests
significant and encouraging, he
stressed that Iran’s powerful security
apparatus—the Revolutionary Guard
and Basij militia—makes immediate
political change uncertain. He noted
that the demonstrations show Iranian
society’s desire for freedom but cau-
tioned that the outcome depends on
how both protesters and authorities
respond.

In sum, Azar’s statements underline
Israel’s position that Gaza’s recon-
struction and political processes can-
not proceed without dismantling Ha-
mas, while also highlighting deep
mistrust of Pakistan’s involvement
due to emerging terror links.

Russia Launches Massive Missile and Drone
Attack on Kyiv Amid Hypersonic Oreshnik Strike

Russia carried out a large-scale
overnight attack on Ukraine on Fri-
day, involving hundreds of drones and
dozens of missiles, officials reported.
The assault killed at least four people
and injured 25 others in the Ukraini-
an capital, Kyiv. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky confirmed that
the strike included 13 ballistic mis-
siles, 22 cruise missiles, and 242
drones, in addition to the use of Rus-
sia’s hypersonic Oreshnik missile.
The attack also caused damage to the
Qatari Embassy, a key mediator in
prisoner exchanges between the two
countries.

According to the Russian defence
ministry, the attack was a retaliatory
response to Ukraine striking Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s residence.
Kyiv denies carrying out such an at-
tack, and US President Donald Trump
also stated that the strike on Putin’s
residence never occurred.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha condemned the attack, calling
it “a grave threat to security on the
European continent” and “a test for
the transatlantic community.” He add-
ed that the strike was carried out “in
response to [Putin’s] own hallucina-
tions.” Zelensky warned that Russia
timed the attack to exploit icy roads
in Kyiv, aiming to increase disruption
and casualties during the frigid win-
ter conditions.

The hypersonic Oreshnik missile,
used for only the second time, has be-
come a focal point of concern for
Ukraine and its Western allies. Rus-
sian officials claim the missile is ex-

tremely difficult to intercept due to its
speed of 13,000 kilometres per hour—
ten times the speed of sound. Even
with conventional warheads, Putin
has described the missile as equiva-
lent in impact to a nuclear weapon.
The Oreshnik has a reported range of
up to 5,500 kilometres, allowing it to
potentially strike targets across Eu-
rope. Its first operational use was in
November 2024, targeting the central
Ukrainian city of Dnipro.

The European Union’s top diplomat
described the strike as a “clear escala-
tion” in the ongoing conflict. The at-
tack underscores the continuous mili-
tary pressure Russia has applied
since launching its full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022. Despite
ongoing diplomatic efforts, including
mediation by countries like Qatar,
Russia continues daily bombard-
ments, making Europe’s deadliest
conflict since World War II far from
resolved.

Analysts warn that the combina-
tion of conventional missiles, drones,
and hypersonic weapons demon-
strates Russia’s intent to maintain re-
lentless pressure on Ukraine while
signaling its military capabilities to
the West. The Oreshnik strike, in par-
ticular, represents a new strategic
threat, heightening tensions across
NATO and European nations as the
conflict drags into its fourth year.

As UKkraine reels from the attack,
the international community faces re-
newed challenges in containing the
escalation and preventing further hu-
manitarian and geopolitical fallout.

GLOBAL

The Donald Trump ad-
ministration in the United
States is reportedly pre-
pared to allow India to pur-
chase Venezuelan crude
oil under a new US-super-
vised framework, as Wash-
ington continues pressing
New Delhi to reduce its de-
pendence on Russian
crude—a major sticking
point since the Ukraine
conflict. The move follows
a recent deal between Ca-
racas and Washington to
export up to $2 billion
worth of Venezuelan oil,
approximately 30-50 mil-
lion barrels, to the United
States after US forces cap-
tured President Nicolas
Maduro on January 3.

A senior Trump admin-
istration official told IANS
that the US is willing to let
India buy Venezuelan oil
as part of its broader effort
to market the country’s
crude globally. India had
previously been one of the
largest buyers of Venezue-
lan crude before American
sanctions restricted trade.

How the Venezuelan Oil
Trade Will Work

US Energy Secretary
Christopher Wright ex-
plained that Venezuelan
crude would be sold
through a structure de-
signed and overseen by the
US government. “The oil is
allowed to flow, but it will
be marketed by the United
States government. The
money will go into ac-

counts and then back to
Venezuela in a way that
benefits the Venezuelan
people, not corruption or
the regime,” he said in
an interview with Fox
Business.

Wright added that there
is strong interest in Vene-
zuelan crude from buyers
in the US, Europe, and
Asia, noting that many US
refineries were historical-
ly designed to process Ven-
ezuelan oil. The policy en-
sures that sales are not
restricted to a limited set
of countries and empha-
sizes oversight and en-

forcement to prevent ille-
gal transactions.

US Oversight and
Enforcement

Framing the approach
as part of Trump’s broad-
er strategy to reform Ven-
ezuela’s oil sector, Wright
stressed that only “legiti-
mate and lawful energy
commerce, as determined
by the US, will be permit-
ted.” He referenced recent
US actions against sanc-
tioned oil tankers to under-
line that the framework
will be strictly enforced.

The US plans to market
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US Offers Venezuela Oil to India Under Controlled
Framework, Eases Pressure on Russian Crude Imports

the stored 30-50 million
barrels of Venezuelan
crude and continue sales
of future production. Ad-
ditionally, the US will pro-
vide diluents and neces-
sary equipment to stabilize
and grow Venezuela’s oil
output, working closely
with energy companies in-
terested in returning to
the market.

India’s Role and Benefits

India, one of the world’s
fastest-growing energy
consumers, was previous-
ly a major importer of
Venezuelan crude, particu-

larly for its complex refin-
eries configured for heavy
oil. Access to Venezuelan
oil under this US-con-
trolled framework could
help India diversify its en-
ergy imports while reduc-
ing reliance on Russian
crude.

With Venezuela holding
the world’s largest proven
oil reserves, the renewed
trade opportunity offers
India a strategic option to
strengthen energy securi-
ty amid rising domestic
demand.

Trump Administration Considers Cash Payments to
Greenlanders to Encourage Independence from Denmark

The Trump administra-
tion in the United States
has held internal discus-
sions about offering direct
cash payments to residents
of Greenland as part of ef-
forts to persuade the Arc-
tic territory to break away
from Denmark and possi-
bly join the United States,
according to a Reuters re-
port. These discussions
have intensified in recent
days, despite repeated
statements from both
Greenland and Denmark
that the island is “not for
sale.”

What Is Being Proposed

US officials have consid-
ered sending lump-sum
payments to Greenland’s
roughly 57,000 residents,
with figures discussed
ranging from $10,000 to
$100,000 per person. The fi-
nal amount, method of
payment, and any formal
plan have not been agreed
upon, and details remain
unclear. If payments were
made at the higher end of
the range, the total cost to
the US government could
be nearly $6 billion.

The idea of offering di-

rect payments is seen as
one way Washington
might try to influence pub-
lic sentiment in Greenland
and encourage support for
secession from Denmark,
which currently controls
the territory’s foreign af-
fairs and defense. Before
American sanctions limit-
ed trade, Greenland was
also seen as having vast
strategic value, particular-
ly for its location in the
Arctic and its natural
resources.

Why the US Is Interested
in Greenland

President Donald Trump
has repeatedly empha-
sised Greenland’s strate-
gic importance, arguing
that the United States
needs the island for na-
tional security reasons,
given its location near the
Arctic and proximity to po-
tential geopolitical rivals.
US officials say the pay-
ments would form part of
a broader effort to realign
Greenland’s ties more
closely with Washington.

In addition to the idea of
cash payments, officials
have also discussed other

non military options for
closer ties, such as a Com-
pact of Free Association
(COFA)—an agreement
the US has with several Pa-
cific island nations that in-
cludes defence obligations
and access to certain ser-
vices, in exchange for stra-
tegic military and econom-
ic benefits. However, such
a mechanism would nor-
mally require Greenland
to gain full independence
from Denmark before en-
tering into it.

Strong Opposition from

Greenland and Denmark

Leaders in both Green-
land and Denmark have

firmly rejected the notion
of selling the island or be-
ing coerced into changing
their relationship. Green-
land’s Prime Minister Jens
Frederik Nielsen respond-
ed forcefully to recent US
statements, saying
“Enough is enough... No
more fantasies about an-
nexation.” European coun-
tries including France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Po-
land, Britain, and Den-
mark issued a joint state-
ment emphasising that
only Greenland and Den-
mark can determine the
territory’s future.

White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt

confirmed that Trump and
his national security team
have been exploring what
a potential purchase might
look like, though no formal
offer has been made. US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio is scheduled to meet
Denmark’s foreign minis-
ter to discuss Greenland.
Denmark’s embassy has
declined comment, and
Greenland’s representa-
tive office in Washington
did not respond to requests
for comment.

What Greenlanders
Think

Polls suggest that while
many Greenlanders sup-
port eventual independ-
ence from Denmark, most
do not want to become part
of the United States. Con-
cerns about the economic
impact of independence
have so far prevented local
lawmakers from calling a
referendum.

The discussions high-
light the complexity of US
ambitions in the Arctic, as
well as the diplomatic sen-
sitivities involved in any
attempt to shift the politi-
cal status of Greenland.

Mass Protests Rock Iran as Citizens Demand Freedom Amid
Economic Crisis
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Widespread protests
against Iran’s Supreme
Leader Seyyed Ali Hossei-
ni Khamenei and the rul-
ing Islamic regime have
intensified in Tehran,
fueled by soaring living
costs, economic instabili-
ty, and a history of govern-
ment crackdowns. Irani-
ans took to the streets
shouting slogans against
the theocratic regime, call-
ing for freedom and ex-
pressing frustration over
the faltering economy.

As the demonstrations
escalated, Iran’s govern-

975

\i

Wiy T..E ,

ment, under President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, cut off
internet access and inter-
national telephone lines to
curb communication.
Both the judiciary and se-
curity forces issued stern
warnings, signaling a
harsh response if unrest
continued.

Some protesters appear
to have responded to a call
from exiled Crown Prince
Reza Pahlavi, whose father
fled Iran just before the
1979 Islamic Revolution.
Pahlavi had urged Irani-
ans to demonstrate at 8

p.m. local time on Thurs-
day and Friday, prompting
neighborhoods across Teh-
ran to erupt in chants like
“Death to the dictator!”
and “Death to the Islamic
Republic!” Some even
hailed the former monar-
chy, shouting, “This is the
last battle! Pahlavi will re-
turn!” Thousands joined
the protests before com-
munications to Iran were
completely cut off.
Pahlavi called on Euro-
pean leaders and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump to
“hold the regime account-
able” and urged interna-
tional intervention to re-
store communication
channels so the voices of
Iranian citizens could be
heard. While demonstra-
tors praised the shah, it re-
mains unclear whether
this reflects support for
Pahlavi himself or nostal-
gia for pre-revolution Iran.
The unrest has spread
across cities and rural
towns nationwide, with
markets and bazaars shut-
ting down in solidarity.

Human Rights Activists
News Agency reports at
least 42 fatalities and more
than 2,270 arrests so far.
Analysts note the protests
are largely leaderless, and
it remains uncertain how
Pahlavi’s calls will influ-
ence their course.

The protests erupted last
month at Tehran’s Grand
Bazaar, initially driven by
shopkeepers protesting
the collapsing rial and ris-
ing inflation. By Decem-
ber, inflation reached 52%
year-on-year, according to
official statistics, deepen-
ing economic despair. The
civilian government ac-
knowledges economic
hardships but accuses for-
eign-linked networks of
fueling unrest. President
Pezeshkian has urged dia-
logue with protesters and
pledged measures to im-
prove livelihoods, but rap-
id currency depreciation
limits the government’s
ability to act effectively.

The demonstrations
have occasionally turned
violent. Reports indicate

security personnel have
been attacked or Kkilled, in-
cluding incidents in Kho-
rasan Razavi, Kerman-
shah, and Lordegan.
Despite these clashes, Ira-
nian authorities have not
launched a large-scale
crackdown.

Former US President
Donald Trump has warned
that the US would inter-
vene if the Iranian regime
violently targets peaceful
protesters, cautioning
Tehran that any such ac-
tion would carry severe
consequences.

The protests reflect
growing discontent over
economic mismanage-
ment, political repres-
sion, and social restric-
tions, marking the most
significant wave of dis-
sent in Iran in three
years. Whether these
protests will lead to last-
ing change remains un-
certain, but the unrest
underscores the deep
frustration of ordinary
Iranians with their
government.
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Sensex, Nifty Slide for Fifth Straight Session as
US Tariff Fears and Fll Outflows Rattle Markets

Indian equity markets extend-
ed their losing streak for a fifth
consecutive session on Friday,
weighed down by renewed con-
cerns over potential US tariff
actions and sustained foreign
institutional investor (FII) out-
flows. Investor sentiment re-
mained fragile despite a brief
rebound in early trade.

The benchmark Sensex
slipped 604.72 points, or 0.72 per
cent, to close at 83,576.24, while
the Nifty50 fell 193.55 points, or
0.75 per cent, to settle at
25,683.30. The decline followed a
sharp sell-off in the previous
session, as global trade uncer-
tainties continued to cloud the
outlook for risk assets.

Heavyweight stocks such as
ICICI Bank, Adani Enterprises,
and Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone were among the
top losers on the Nifty50, shed-
ding up to 2 per cent. On the oth-
er hand, ETERNAL and Oil &
Natural Gas Corporation out-
performed, gaining as much as
3 per cent. Market breadth re-
mained decisively negative,
with 2,919 stocks declining, 863
advancing, and 127 remaining
unchanged.

Persistent FII selling re-
mained a major drag on the mar-
kets. On Thursday alone, for-
eign investors sold equities
worth 3,367.12 crore, marking
the fourth straight session of
net outflows following a brief
pause earlier this month.

Investor caution was further
heightened ahead of a key US

Supreme Court ruling on the le-
gality of tariffs imposed during
former President Donald
Trump’s tenure. If the court de-
clares the tariffs illegal, the US
government may have to refund
nearly $150 billion to importers.
Market participants are closely
watching whether the verdict
leads to a partial rollback or a
complete invalidation of the
tariffs.

Adding to the uncertainty,
Trump has hinted at imposing
higher tariffs on Indian goods
over New Delhi’s continued pur-
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chase of Russian crude. Over
the past four sessions, the
Sensex and Nifty have declined
1.8 per cent and 1.7 per cent, re-
spectively. Meanwhile, a newly
approved bipartisan Russia
sanctions bill could allow tariffs
as steep as 500 per cent on coun-
tries importing Russian oil, fur-
ther unsettling markets.

Rising crude oil prices also
weighed on sentiment. Brent
crude climbed 0.53 per cent to
$62.32 per barrel, raising con-
cerns over India’s import bill
and inflationary pressures. The

rupee weakened alongside equi-
ties, slipping 7 paise to 89.97
against the US dollar amid con-
tinued FII outflows and higher
oil prices.

From a technical perspective,
analysts warned of further
downside risks. The Nifty has
breached key support levels, in-
cluding its 50-day exponential
moving average. Experts see im-
mediate support around the
25,700 mark, while the 26,000-
26,050 zone is expected to act as
strong resistance in the near
term.

TCS Set to Kick Off Q3 Earnings Season; Brokerages Expect
Modest Revenue Growth and Stable Deal Pipeline

Tata Consultancy Services
Ltd. (TCS) is set to kick off the
third-quarter earnings season
for India Inc. on Monday, with
brokerages anticipating steady
growth in both revenue and prof-
it, supported largely by its inter-
national operations. Analysts
believe demand from developed
markets, particularly in the
banking, financial services and
insurance (BFSI) and hi-tech ver-
ticals, will be key drivers during
the quarter.

According to consensus esti-
mates compiled by Business
Standard, TCS is expected to post
a 1.21 per cent quarter-on-quar-
ter (QoQ) increase in revenue to
766,595 crore in Q3. Growth is
likely to be led by overseas mar-
kets, while the domestic business
may remain under pressure.

On the profitability front, the
company’s net profit is projected
to rise by 6.9 per cent QoQ to
712,908.7 crore, despite expecta-
tions of some margin compres-
sion. On a year-on-year (YoY) ba-
sis, net profit is estimated to
grow by an average of 4.27 per
cent. Analysts also expect the to-
tal contract value (TCV) for the
quarter to stay in the range of
$10-11 billion, indicating a stable
deal pipeline.

In the previous quarter, TCS
reported a net profit of 212,075
crore, marking a 1.4 per cent YoY
increase. Revenue grew 2.4 per
cent to 65,799 crore, beating
market expectations.

Market participants will close-
ly track management commen-
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tary on measures to accelerate
revenue growth, visibility on the
deal pipeline, client spending
patterns, and progress on
planned investments in data cen-
tres and artificial intelligence
(AI) infrastructure.
Brokerages largely expect
muted sequential growth. One
brokerage estimates a 0.7 per
cent QoQ rise in international
revenues, which could be part-
ly offset by a sharp decline in
the India business in constant
currency terms. Margins are
expected to remain largely

stable, as higher investments
may be balanced by rupee
depreciation.

Kotak Securities expects TCV
to remain within the $10-11 bil-
lion range and believes investor
focus will be on TCS’s renewed
growth strategy and increased
investments aimed at improving
momentum.

Another brokerage antici-
pates a 0.5 per cent QoQ revenue
growth in constant currency,
driven by international business
growth and ramp-up of the
BSNL project. Management

guidance on near-term demand,
client technology budgets, Al-led
data centre opportunities and
deal wins will be key.

Motilal Oswal expects Ebit
margins to decline by about 30
basis points sequentially due to
wage hikes, BSNL project costs
and redundancy-related ex-
penses, though recent acquisi-
tions could support near-term
growth.

Overall, analysts see Q3 as a
stable quarter for TCS, with
modest growth and strong focus
on future demand signals.

Adani Enterprises’3¥1,000-Crore NCD Issue Fully Subscribed

Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL)
saw overwhelming investor in-
terest in its Rs 1,000 crore public
issue of non-convertible deben-
tures (NCDs), which was fully
subscribed within 45 minutes of
opening, according to stock ex-
change data.

The base issue of Rs 500 crore
was subscribed in just 10 min-
utes, while total bids crossed Rs
1,000 crore, including the green
shoe option, in under an hour.
Data from the BSE showed that
by the end of the first day, AEL
had received bids for 2.19 crore
NCDs against an issue size of 50
lakh debentures.

The issue opened on Tuesday
and will remain open until Janu-
ary 19, 2026, with allotment being
made on a first-come, first-served
basis. The NCDs offer an effec-
tive yield of up to 8.90 percent
per annum, making them attrac-
tive compared to similarly rated
debt instruments and fixed
deposits.

The issue comprises a base
size of Rs 500 crore along with a
green shoe option of an addition-
al Rs 500 crore. The NCDs are

proposed to be listed on both the
BSE and NSE and carry a ‘AA-’
rating with a stable outlook from
ICRA and CARE Ratings.

This marks AEL’s strong sec-
ond showing in the debt market,
following its Rs 1,000 crore NCD
issuance in July 2025, which was
fully subscribed within three
hours on the first day, reflecting
sustained investor confidence.

Within 45 Minutes

The company said that at least 75
percent of the proceeds from the
current issue will be used to re-
pay existing debt, while the re-
mainder will be allocated to gen-
eral corporate purposes.

The NCDs are available in ten-
ors of 24, 36, and 60 months,
with quarterly, annual, and cu-
mulative interest payment op-
tions across eight series, cater-

ing to a wide range of investor
preferences.

Adani Enterprises continues
to expand its infrastructure port-
folio across India. Key projects
include the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport, which was in-
augurated on October 8, 2025,
and became operational on De-
cember 25, 2025. In October,
Google and AdaniConnex an-
nounced a partnership to de-
velop India’s largest AI data
centre campus along with sup-
porting green energy infra-
structure in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh.

The company also operational-
ised the Nanasa-Pidgaon HAM
road project in September 2025,
its seventh active road project,
and recently received letters of
award for three new infrastruc-
ture projects, including a rope-
way connecting Sonprayag and
Kedarnath in Uttarakhand, and
two road projects in Bihar under
the hybrid annuity model.

The issue is being managed by
Nuvama Wealth Management,
Trust Investment Advisors, and
Tipsons Consultancy Services.
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Ashok Leyland Shares Rally 3%
on Strong Volumes as CV
Demand Outlook Improves

Shares of Ashok Leyland rose sharp-
ly on Friday, gaining nearly 3 per cent
to touch an intraday high of $190.70 on
the BSE, even as broader markets trad-
ed under pressure. At around 2:01 pm,
the stock was trading 2.3 per cent high-
er at 188.75, outperforming the BSE
Sensex, which was down 0.74 per cent
at the same time.

The rally was supported by strong
trading activity, with volumes more
than doubling compared to the daily
average. A combined 20.42 million eg-
uity shares were traded across the
NSE and BSE, reflecting heightened
investor interest. Earlier in the week,
on January 5, 2026, the commercial ve-
hicle maker had touched a fresh record
high of 191.80.

Ashok Leyland has significantly out-
performed the broader market across
multiple timeframes. Over the past one
month, the stock has surged 18 per
cent, while the Sensex declined 1.3 per
cent. In the last six months, Ashok
Leyland has rallied 50 per cent, com-
pared to a marginal 0.04 per cent rise
in the benchmark index. On a year-on-
year basis, the stock has zoomed 76 per
cent, far exceeding the Sensex’s gain
of 7.7 per cent.

The strong performance comes amid
robust sales momentum in India’s au-
tomotive sector. Original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) reported
healthy volume growth in December
2025, largely driven by sustained de-
mand following GST rate cuts that re-

duced vehicle prices. The commercial
vehicle (CV) and tractor segments out-
performed peers during the month,
with visible recovery across both me-
dium and heavy commercial vehicles
(M&HCVs) and light commercial vehi-
cles (LCVs).

Ashok Leyland led the growth with-
in the CV segment, reporting a 27 per
cent year-on-year increase in total
sales to 21,533 units in December 2025.
M&HCV volumes rose 29.2 per cent to
14,830 units, while export volumes
jumped 35 per cent year-on-year to
1,678 units.

The company noted a smooth transi-
tion of M&HCYV trucks to air-condi-
tioning mandates, highlighting grow-
ing acceptance of improved safety and
comfort standards in the trucking in-
dustry. Management also pointed out
that GST 2.0 boosted demand by reduc-
ing GST on trucks and buses from 28
per cent to 18 per cent, while rate cuts
in other goods categories are expected
to support higher freight demand.

Looking ahead, Ashok Leyland’s
management remains optimistic about
CV industry growth in the second half
of FY26, supported by improving con-
sumption, infrastructure spending,
higher fleet utilisation, and interest
rate transmission. Analysts at ICICI
Securities expect margins to improve
in H2FY26 and reach mid-teen levels
over the medium term, though near-
term volume visibility remains a key
monitorable.

Manappuram Finance Shares
Tumble 7% After RBI Flags
Concerns Over Bain Capital Deal
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Shares of Manappuram Finance Ltd
declined sharply on January 9, sliding
nearly 7 percent, after a Reuters report
said the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has raised concerns over Bain Capi-
tal’s proposal to acquire a controlling
stake in the non-banking financial
company (NBFC).

At around 2:40 pm, Manappuram Fi-
nance shares were trading 7 percent
lower at Rs 287.30 on the stock
exchanges.

Bain Capital, which announced its
proposed investment in the gold loan-
focused NBFC in March last year, is re-
portedly exploring a phased divest-
ment of its stake in Tyger Capital, a
smaller NBFC, to address the RBI’s ob-
jections, according to sources cited by
Reuters.

The RBI has consistently discour-
aged investors from exercising control
over multiple lending entities, whether
banks or non-bank lenders. In the past,
private equity firms holding 20 percent
or more stakes in NBFCs have been
compelled to reduce their holdings fol-
lowing regulatory pushback.

While Bain has already received ap-
provals for the Manappuram transac-
tion from market regulator SEBI and
the Competition Commission of India
(CCI), the RBI remains the final author-
ity for approving significant stake ac-
quisitions in banks and NBFCs.

Under the proposed deal, Bain plans
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to acquire an 18 percent stake in Man-
appuram Finance for approximately Rs
4,400 crore, followed by an open offer to
purchase an additional 26 percent. If
completed, Bain would become one of
the two controlling shareholders, with
the ability to influence key manage-
ment decisions. The investment is
planned through two Bain funds—BC
Asia Investments XXV and BC Asia In-
vestments XIV.

Bain currently holds a 93 percent
stake in Tyger Capital, formerly known
as Adani Capital, which it acquired
from the Adani family in 2023 through
its Special Situations fund. Although
Bain has argued that its investments
are managed by separate funds and
teams, sources indicated that this ex-
planation is unlikely to satisfy the RBI.

Manappuram Finance operates a
loan book of around Rs 31,500 crore,
primarily focused on the rapidly ex-
panding gold loan segment. In compar-
ison, Tyger Capital has a smaller asset
base of Rs 7,320 crore, spanning busi-
ness, agricultural and home loans.

India’s financial services sector has
witnessed strong foreign investor in-
terest over the past year. In December,
Japan’s MUFG announced plans to ac-
quire a 20 percent stake in Shriram Fi-
nance for $4.4 billion, while Blackstone
agreed in October to invest around $700
million for a 9.9 percent stake in Fed-
eral Bank.




POIT

HYDERABAD, SATURDAY, JANUARY, 10.01.2026

Noida Entrepreneur’s Post on
‘Everyday Luxuries' Abroad Sparks

A Noida-based entre-
preneur has triggered a
lively online discussion
after questioning why
many everyday comforts
taken for granted in sev-
eral foreign countries
still feel like luxuries in
India. Her post has drawn
widespread attention,
prompting conversations
around cleanliness, civic
sense, public hygiene,
and overall quality of
life.

Neha Nagar shared her
reflections on X, drawing
from her travel experi-
ences. She wrote that
travelling abroad often
highlights how basic
amenities in India are
still not universally avail-
able or consistently main-
tained. According to her,
one does not need to trav-
el far to notice the differ-
ence, as similar contrasts
are visible in popular des-
tinations such as Bali and
Vietnam.

In her post, Neha point-
ed out several areas
where the gap is most ap-
parent. These include
cleaner public spaces,
better hygiene standards

Online Debate

in street food, stricter
regulation on plastic us-
age, improved air quality,
and safer environments
for women, particularly
at night.

While acknowledging
that no country is with-
out flaws, Neha noted
that India continues to
struggle with providing
basic civic amenities to
all its citizens. At the
same time, she expressed
optimism about the coun-
try’s potential to improve.
She highlighted India’s
rich history, spirituality,
food, art, culture, and
people as strengths that
could support meaning-
ful progress.

Neha concluded by
emphasising that real
change would require
intention, care, and ac-
countability at every
level—from govern-
ance to everyday civic
behaviour.

Social Media Reactions

The post sparked mixed
reactions online. Some
users agreed with her ob-
servations, sharing simi-
lar experiences from

their travels. “Just back
from Malaysia—amaz-
ingly clean with great in-
frastructure,” one user
commented. Another
added, “Travelling
abroad often sharpens
our eye for what works
better elsewhere.”

Others pushed back
against the comparison.
One user questioned the
choice of countries,
writing, “Why compare
India with Vietnam?
Compare it with the US.
In India, we get grocery
delivery in 15 minutes,
affordable healthcare
that’s far better than in
America, UPI payments
without carrying cash,
easily available domestic
help, and even medicines
delivered at home.”

The discussion contin-
ues to divide opinion,
reflecting broader de-
bates on how India
measures quality of
life, what benchmarks
it should aspire to,
and how everyday con-
venience compares
with long-term civic
and environmental
well-being.

A First Flight, A Lifetime Dream: Son’s
Gesture Moves Social Media

A heartwarming video
of an Indian man fulfill-
ing a long-cherished
dream for his parents has
struck an emotional
chord with social media
users across the country.
The short clip, shared on
Instagram by a man
named Vishnu, shows
him taking his parents on
their first-ever flight—a
moment that resonates
deeply with countless
middle-class families in
India.

The video opens with
Vishnu standing proudly
in front of an IndiGo air-
craft alongside his par-
ents, a simple yet power-
ful image that symbolises
years of aspiration, sacri-
fice, and perseverance. In
subsequent shots, the trio
can be seen walking
through the airport ter-
minal, taking in the sur-
roundings with visible
excitement. Vishnu’s par-
ents appear delighted,
smiling as they experi-
ence the unfamiliar yet
thrilling world of air
travel for the first time.
Vishnu, meanwhile, car-
ries a quiet sense of fulfil-
ment, watching his par-

ents enjoy a moment he
had long hoped to give
them.

Overlay text in the vid-
eo reads, “Every boy’s
dream, finally made it,”
while Vishnu’s caption
echoes the sentiment:
“Finally the dream comes
true.” Though brief, the
video encapsulates a pow-
erful story—one that re-
flects the emotional mile-
stones many families
hold dear but rarely
articulate.

For many viewers, the
clip represents more than
just a first flight. It sym-
bolises years of parental
sacrifice—working tire-
lessly, putting their chil-
dren’s needs above their
own, and postponing per-
sonal dreams so the next
generation could move
forward. For the chil-
dren, moments like these
become a way to give
back, offering not luxury,
but experience, dignity,
and joy.

The response on social
media has been over-
whelmingly positive. Us-
ers flooded the comments
section with messages of
admiration and emotion.

“Pure love and gratitude.
This is what success
looks like,” one user
wrote. Another comment-
ed, “Such a proud mo-
ment. So happy to see
this.” A third user
summed up the senti-
ment shared by many,
saying, “It’s every mid-
dle-class family’s dream.”

The video’s appeal lies
in its simplicity. There
are no dramatic gestures
or extravagant displays—
just a son quietly fulfill-
ing a promise he carried
in his heart. In a country
where millions grow up
watching planes fly over-
head, imagining what it
would be like to be inside
one, this moment reflects
the quiet victories that
define real success.

In an age dominated by
curated luxury and viral
trends, Vishnu’s video
stands out as a reminder
that the most meaningful
achievements are often
deeply personal. For
many who watched, it
wasn’t just a video—it
was a reflection of their
own dreams, hopes, and
the love that binds fami-
lies together.
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“I Love Bengaluru, But | Can’t Take It Anymore”: Viral Post
Sparks Debate on City’s Declining Quality of Life

A heartfelt social me-
dia post by a Bengaluru
resident has ignited a
widespread debate about
the city’s present-day re-
ality, increasingly
shaped by relentless ur-
banisation, crumbling
infrastructure, and a
steadily declining quali-
ty of life. The post,
shared on Reddit and
now widely circulated,
captures the growing
frustration of residents
struggling with poor
roads, chronic traffic
congestion, and over-
stretched civic services.

Titled “Bengaluru is
my city, I love it. But I
just can’t take it any-
more,” the post struck a
chord with thousands.
The author, a lifelong
resident, expressed deep
emotional attachment to
the city while lamenting
how everyday living has
become exhausting.

“Dear Bengaluru gov-
ernment, please do not
make me hate this city.
I’ve lived here all my life
and loved every bit of it.
I have not lived in any
other city, and I have no
problem with that. Ban-
galore is my city. But in
the past few years, every-
thing has gotten worse—
the traffic, the air, the
water, and most impor-

tantly, the roads,” the
resident wrote.

One of the key con-
cerns raised was the se-
vere traffic congestion
along the Outer Ring
Road (ORR), particularly
the stretch from Silk
Board to Mahadevpura,
where commuters rou-
tinely spend hours stuck
in gridlock.

“I just can’t anymore.
The traffic has gotten so
terrible. I've tried every-
thing—office cabs,
switching between mul-
tiple metro lines, buses,
my personal car, and
even a bike. Every option

has its pros and cons, but
the problem remains the
same across all modes of
transport,” the post said.

Calling for stronger
government interven-
tion, the resident urged
authorities to address
poor lane discipline, fix
deteriorating roads, and
deploy more traffic po-
lice to manage conges-
tion at key choke points.

“I agree that we citi-
zens must play our part.
But the government
needs to intervene more.
Do more. Be more. We
pay nearly 30 per cent of
our income in taxes for a
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reason,” the post added.

As the post gained
traction, social media us-
ers were divided. Many
echoed the resident’s
frustrations, while oth-
ers argued that meaning-
ful change would require
sustained public action
rather than online
complaints.

“The only thing that
will save this city is
mass protests. None of
these politicians are
working for us. Every
MLA, MP, contractor,
and bureaucrat is only
filling their pockets,”
one user commented.

Another wrote, “Instead
of ranting online, we
should come together
and stage large-scale
protests for days.”

Others pointed to
structural issues. “Ben-
galuru desperately
needs a new extension
city like Navi Mumbai,
Gurgaon, or Noida. No
city—especially one that
grew as unplanned as
Bangalore—can handle
continuous population
growth for decades,” an-
other user observed.

Residents also flagged
persistent power outag-
es as an additional bur-
den. “Don’t forget the
power cuts. I’ve been
waiting for over three
hours in the middle of a
workday for electricity
to return. Maintenance
happens randomly dur-
ing office hours, and de-
spite that, we still face
10-30 minute power cuts
almost every day,” one
commenter said.

The viral post has re-
ignited conversations
about Bengaluru’s fu-
ture—raising difficult
questions about govern-
ance, infrastructure
planning, and whether
India’s technology capi-
tal can reconcile rapid
growth with livable ur-
ban conditions.

Al Cuts a Year of Coding to a Month, Leaves Zoho Chief
Scientist Stunned

Artificial intelligence
is rapidly reshaping how
software is designed and
built, and Zoho co-found-
er and Chief Scientist
Sridhar Vembu recently
offered a compelling
glimpse into just how
transformative this shift
could be. Sharing details
of an internal demon-
stration at Zoho, Vembu
said he was “blown away”
by what a single engineer
managed to accomplish
using advanced Al tools.

According to Vembu,
the engineer indepen-
dently developed an en-
tire device over the
course of just one
month—without any for-
mal directive or team
support. “I did not know
he was building it,” Vem-
bu wrote, adding that he
was astonished by both
the scope and sophistica-
tion of the tool. What
stood out even more was
the speed of execution.
Vembu noted that the
same project would tradi-
tionally have required a
team of three to four en-
gineers working for at
least a year.

The key driver behind
this dramatic accelera-
tion, the engineer ex-
plained, was the Opus 4.5
Al model. Vembu said the
engineer described the
model as a “game-chang-
er” that fundamentally
altered his approach to
Al-assisted development.
Until encountering Opus
4.5, the engineer had re-
portedly been sceptical
of Al-generated code and
unconvinced of its prac-
tical value. That scepti-

cism, however, was
quickly replaced by en-
thusiasm once he saw the
model’s capabilities in
action.

This experience, Vem-
bu suggested, highlights
abroader transformation
underway in the software
industry. Powerful Al sys-
tems are no longer just
assisting developers with
small tasks but are begin-
ning to rival traditional,
labour-intensive develop-
ment processes. Drawing

a vivid analogy, Vembu
compared the shift to the
arrival of machine looms
during the Industrial
Revolution, which chal-
lenged skilled handloom
weavers. “Powerful ma-
chine looms have arrived
for software develop-
ment,” he wrote, warning
that the implications
would be far-reaching.
At Zoho, Vembu said,
this moment is being met
with both excitement
and urgency. He empha-

sised the company’s
long-standing culture of
experimentation, where
engineers are encour-
aged to explore new ide-
as independently. “This
is how we learn in
Zoho—we let smart peo-
ple experiment and find
new pathways,” he not-
ed, suggesting that such
freedom is essential in
an era of rapid techno-
logical change.

However, Vembu also
acknowledged the pres-
sure this transformation
brings. As Zoho’s Chief
Scientist, he said the rise
of increasingly capable
Al tools presents both a
challenge and an oppor-
tunity for the company.
“At Zoho, we have our
work cut out,” he wrote
candidly. “The implica-
tions are enormous.”

Ending his reflection
on a hopeful note, Vembu
added, “Wish us luck,”
underscoring that while
Al may redefine software
development, navigating
this new landscape will
require adaptability, cu-
riosity, and sustained
innovation.

62-Year-Old Chinese Woman's Pregnancy After Son’s Death Sparks Emotional and
Medical Debate Online

A 62-year-old woman
in China has sparked
widespread discussion
on social media after re-
vealing that she is six
months pregnant and be-
lieves the unborn child
represents the return of
her only son, who passed
away earlier this year.
The story, first reported
by the South China
Morning Post, has drawn
both emotional respons-
es and medical concern
from online users.

The woman, who lives
in Songyuan city in
northeast China’s Jilin
province, has come into
the public eye largely
through videos shared
by her younger sister on
a major Chinese social
media platform. Under
the username “Xiao
Wei,” the sister regularly
posts updates about the
pregnancy, documenting
hospital visits, health
check-ups, and the emo-
tional journey of the ex-
pectant mother.

This is the woman’s
second pregnancy. She
lost her only son in Janu-
ary 2025, though details
about his age and the
cause of death have not

been publicly disclosed.
Several months later, she
conceived through in vit-
ro fertilisation (IVF), a
decision that has gener-
ated intense public inter-
est given her age.

In a video posted in
late December, the wom-
an shared that she felt
the baby might arrive
prematurely. She also de-
scribed feeling frequent
kicks and noted that the
baby becomes particu-
larly active when she
eats sweets. In China,
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doctors are legally pro-
hibited from revealing
the sex of an unborn
child due to longstand-
ing concerns over sex-
selective abortions. How-
ever, the woman said
many people around her
had suggested that her
cravings for sweets indi-
cated she was carrying a
boy. She referred to the
unborn baby as “the re-
turn of my son,” a re-
mark that has stirred
emotional debate
online.

Due to her age, the
woman undergoes prena-
tal check-ups more fre-
quently than younger
pregnant women. Her
sister accompanies her
to every appointment
and continues to share
updates online. For spe-
cialised examinations,
the woman must travel
approximately 170 Kkilo-
metres to Changchun,
the provincial capital,
where larger and better-
equipped medical facili-
ties are available.

Medical experts have
cautioned against preg-
nancies at an advanced
age. Dr. Chen Min, a sen-
ior gynaecologist at Har-
bin No. 1 Hospital in Hei-
longjiang province, told
local media that preg-
nancy in older women
carries significantly
higher risks. These in-
clude complications
such as hypertension,
gestational diabetes, and
a greater likelihood of
requiring a caesarean
section, which itself pos-
es additional dangers.

Dr. Chen advised that
women considering
childbirth later in life
should undergo compre-
hensive medical evalua-
tions before conception,
strictly adhere to medi-
cal guidance throughout
pregnancy, and plan de-
livery at a major hospital
with advanced emergen-
cy care facilities.

While the woman’s sto-
ry has touched many
emotionally, it has also
reignited discussions
about reproductive
health, grief, and the
medical and ethical chal-
lenges surrounding late-
age pregnancies.
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KL Rahul and Shreyas lyer: India’s Perfect
Middle-Order Duo

For decades, India’s
cricket success has been
built on stellar top-order
batsmen, but history
shows that behind every
title-winning team lies a
strong, reliable middle or-
der. Kapil Dev’s “devis”
had Yashpal Sharma and
Sandeep Patil at four and
five. MS Dhoni’s champi-
ons could slot anyone
from himself to Yuvraj
Singh, Suresh Raina, or
Virat Kohli. In the post-
2019 World Cup era, India
has finally discovered a
consistent 4-5 combina-
tion in KL Rahul and
Shreyas Iyer.

Since joining forces
during the post-World
Cup rebuilding phase, the
pair has scored 823 runs
in 14 innings at an aver-
age of 64, with roughly
one in three partnerships
crossing the 100-run
mark. Their partnership
is a fascinating study in
contrasts—attitude, tem-
perament, approach, and
strokeplay.

Shreyas thrives on risk,
frequently altering his
stance to suit bowlers and
conditions. He is particu-
larly devastating against
spin, using his feet and
strong wrists to disrupt
lengths, making him a
nightmare for bowlers, as
Australia painfully real-
ized in the 2023 World Cup
final. Rahul, on the other
hand, is a stabilizer. Calm
under pressure, he can
anchor an innings when

wickets fall early, allow-
ing Shreyas to rebuild
momentum—or acceler-
ate if the top order has al-
ready laid a foundation.

Their complementary
strike rates ensure In-
dia’s innings never stag-
nate. Shreyas hits at 99.07
while batting from 4 to 7,
dispatching a boundary
every ninth ball. Rahul,
with a strike rate of 94.72,
finds the fence every 11th
ball. This blend of mus-
cle, momentum, stability,
and scoring speed makes
them central to India’s
ODI aspirations.

One defining example

of their synergy came in
Hamilton, 2020, where
they stitched a 136-run
partnership in 101 balls.
Arriving at 156 for 3 in the
29th over, Rahul anchored
while Shreyas accelerat-
ed, setting India up for a
massive 347 for 4. Even
partnerships of 60-70
runs from this duo can
swing a match. With
Hardik Pandya’s return,
India’s top six could be-
come a fearsome force ca-
pable of capturing the
World Cup that eluded
them in 2023.

Their differences in
technique are equally
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compelling. Shreyas
slashes short balls ag-
gressively, sometimes leg-
side; Rahul cuts them del-
icately through slips.
Shreyas is the aggressor
in crises, while Rahul ex-
cels as an accumulator,
enforcer, or attacker as
the situation demands.
Since 2020, no middle-or-
der batsman has averaged
higher than Rahul’s 61.72
at No. 5 (minimum 20
innings).

Both are master field
manipulators and run-ac-
cumulation experts, espe-
cially strong on the leg
side. Their combined skill

set forces bowlers to con-
stantly adjust lines and
lengths. While Shreyas
was groomed for the mid-
dle order, Rahul’s jour-
ney—from opener to float-
er in a crowded top
order—has forged his ver-
satility. Together, they are
the muscle, momentum,
and stability India needs
in the middle overs. Like
Yuvraj Singh and Suresh
Raina before them, Rahul
and Shreyas have proven
that a dangerous middle-
order pair doesn’t always
need to be left-right—they
just need to complement
each other perfectly.

Mumbai Fall

Mumbai missed an op-
portunity to top Group C
in the Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy 2025-26 after collaps-
ing from 201/5 to 215
against Punjab in their fi-
nal group match on Thurs-
day at Jaipuria Vidyalaya
Ground, Jaipur. The de-
feat handed Punjab the top
spot in the group, setting
up a quarterfinal clash
with Madhya Pradesh,
while Mumbai will now
face rivals Karnataka in
Bengaluru on January 12.

Chasing a modest total
of 216, Mumbai were well
placed before the dismiss-
al of captain Shreyas Iyer
sparked a dramatic col-
lapse. Punjab’s spinners—
Mayank Markande, Har-
preet Brar, and Haroon
Singh—exploited Mum-
bai’s fragile tail as the last
five wickets fell for just 14
runs, leaving Mumbai all
out in 26.2 overs.

Mumbai’s innings, how-
ever, had bright moments.
Sarfaraz Khan produced a
blistering knock, scoring
the fastest List A fifty by

Short Against Punjab, Set Up Vijay Hazare Trophy
Quarterfinal Clash with Karnataka

an Indian off just 15 balls,
finishing with 62 from 20
deliveries that included
seven boundaries and five
sixes. Shreyas Iyer also
contributed a well-paced
45 off 34 balls. Despite
their efforts, Mumbai’s
collapse meant the team
couldn’t chase down the
target.

Earlier, Punjab had

posted 216 in 45.1 overs,
thanks to 74-ball 72 from
Ramandeep Singh and a
solid 57 from Anmolpreet
Singh. With Shardul
Thakur already ruled out
and Shreyas Iyer expected
to join India’s ODI squad
against New Zealand,
Mumbai will enter the
knockouts without two
key players.

In other Group C action,
Ruturaj Gaikwad starred
for Maharashtra, scoring
134 off 131 balls to lift the
team from 16/4 (later 25/5)
to a competitive 249/7.
Support from Vicky Ost-
wal (53) and Rajvardhan
Hangargekar (32*) helped
Maharashtra post a de-
fendable total, which was
backed by Ramakrishna

Ghosh'’s final-over maid-
en. Leg-spinner Prashant
Solkanki claimed 4/56 as
Maharashtra held on for
victory.

Group A saw Madhya
Pradesh overcome Karna-
taka comfortably. Left-
arm wrist-spinner Shi-
vang Kumar dismantled
Karnataka’s batting, re-
stricting them to 207 in
47.4 overs. Venkatesh
Iyer’s unbeaten 65 guided
Madhya Pradesh to a sev-
en-wicket win in 23.2
overs. Kerala, meanwhile,
faltered against Tamil
Nadu; despite a strong
start at 117/1, they col-
lapsed to 217 in 40.2 overs,
chasing TN’s 294/8, an-
chored by N Jagadeesan’s
139.

In Group B, Uttar
Pradesh topped the table
on net run-rate after Vid-
arbha’s 160-run win over
Assam edged out Baroda,
who had defeated Chandi-
garh by 149 runs. In Group
D, Delhi and Saurashtra
secured their spots in the
quarterfinals.

Bangladesh Cricket’s T20 World Cup Dilemma: Between
Passion and Precaution

With less than a month
to go before the T20 World
Cup, Bangladesh cricket
finds itself in a tense and
emotionally charged situ-
ation. The Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) has,
for the second time in re-
cent weeks, written to the
ICC expressing discom-
fort with traveling to In-
dia for the tournament
and requesting that the
team’s matches be relocat-
ed to Sri Lanka. On the
surface, this appears to be
a logistical issue, but the
concerns run much
deeper.

At its core, the BCB’s
correspondence reflects
not just administrative
worries but a sense of un-
ease among fans and play-
ers alike. Recent contro-
versies, including the
high-profile dropping of
Mustafizur Rahman
from the IPL, have fueled
a feeling that Bangla-
deshi cricket is often
sidelined in global deci-
sion-making. Public sen-
timent is sensitive, and
the board’s request is as

much about national
pride as it is about tour-
nament arrangements.
Stripped of rhetoric,
the BCB’s primary de-
mand is security. The
board is reportedly seek-
ing individual assurances
for every member of its
World Cup contingent—
from players to coaches,
support staff, and offi-
cials. The ICC has re-
sponded by presenting its

comprehensive security
plan and a range of op-
tions, while leaving the
final decision to Bangla-
desh. Yet, reports suggest
that the ICC has rejected
the idea of relocating
matches and warned that
refusing to travel could re-
sult in forfeited points.
For the ICC, the situa-
tion is complicated. The
tournament schedule is
fixed, broadcasters are

committed, and logistics
across multiple Indian cit-
ies are already in motion.
Granting one team special
treatment could set a prec-
edent the governing body
is keen to avoid. Efforts
are ongoing to find a com-
promise, but time is run-
ning short.

For Bangladesh, the
stakes go beyond fixtures
and clauses. Cricket is wo-
ven into the country’s cul-

tural and emotional fab-
ric—moments on the field
unite millions, inspire de-
bates, and foster national
pride. Any decision to pull
out of the World Cup
would carry profound re-
percussions at home, far
beyond the sport itself.
At the same time, no
cricket board can ignore
genuine safety concerns.
The BCB must weigh the
potential risks carefully,
aware that even a minor
incident in India could
have serious ramifica-
tions. This episode is less
about defiance and more
about trust—how much
reassurance is enough,
and whether empathy can
coexist with the rigid
schedules of billion-dol-
lar tournaments.
Bangladesh’s commit-
ment to participating is
clear, but the next few
days will be crucial in de-
termining whether the
gap between caution and
ambition can be bridged—
or whether this controver-
sy leaves scars that last
far beyond the World Cup.
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Anand’s Enduring Brilliance and
Arjun’s Miraculous Swindle Highlight
Tata Steel Chess India

TATA STEEI)

Kolkata, long celebrated for its
passion for sports, has always em-
braced chess with equal fervor.
Since its inception in 2018, the Tata
Steel Chess India Rapid and Blitz
tournament has been a fixture of
pride for the city, drawing hundreds
of enthusiasts each year. This edi-
tion, however, initially lacked the
buzz of previous years, with the ab-
sence of Magnus Carlsen—whose
2024 visit had electrified the city—
and D Gukesh leaving the atmos-
phere noticeably subdued.

Thursday, however, proved differ-
ent. The Dhono Dhanyo Auditorium
was nearly full, brimming with en-
ergy as Arjun Erigaisi prepared to
face Viswanathan Anand. The
matchup between Anand, the vet-
eran of Indian chess, and Arjun, the
“lightning kid,” promised fire-
works, as the two were the only play-
ers to have finished on the podium
at the recent World Rapid and Blitz
Championship.

Chaos, unsurprisingly, ensued.
Anand opened with a classic Ruy
Lopez—1.e4 e5—before developing
his knight and bishop and castling
kingside. Arjun, playing Black, re-
vealed an extraordinary line of
preparation, staying ahead on the
clock for 18 moves. It wasn’t until an
en passant decision on move 19 that
he paused to seriously deliberate.

The middle game, however,
brought trouble. A seemingly care-
less rook-taking-b3 pawn allowed
Anand to trade rooks and capture
Arjun’s other rook for a passive
knight, securing a decisive material
advantage. Arjun admitted after-

ward that the position felt nearly
hopeless. Yet recalling a similar sit-
uation at the Jerusalem Masters
just weeks earlier, he remained cau-
tiously optimistic.

Remarkably, Arjun turned the ta-
bles. Anand overlooked a pawn pro-
motion, allowing Arjun to regain a
rook through a queen check. What
seemed like a lost position became a
miraculous swindle, echoing his
earlier escape in Jerusalem.

Despite the hiccup, Anand’s day
was impressive. At 56, he remained
tied for the lead with Nihal Sarin,
having scored brilliant wins over
Hans Niemann and Volodar Mur-
zin. Arjun expressed admiration for
Anand’s longevity: “It’s impressive
to see him playing at this level at his
age. I'm not sure how many of us
will achieve the same.”

For Arjun, Thursday marked a
turnaround after a poor start, in-
cluding losses to Vidit Gujrathi and
R. Praggnanandhaa and a near-de-
feat to Nihal Sarin. Luck favored
him again with the swindle against
Anand and a victory over an over-
ambitious Wei Yi. Yet Arjun re-
mained self-critical: “Honestly, I
was still playing badly. I was lost
against Anand, and Wei Yi over-
pushed, which gave me the win. My
best game was actually against Ara-
vindh Chithambaram—I played
well but didn’t convert it into a
win.”

The day highlighted the drama,
unpredictability, and enduring tal-
ent that make the Tata Steel Chess
India tournament a showcase of
world-class chess.

“PV Sindhu Cruises into Malaysia Open
Super 1000 Semis as Yamaguchi
Retires Injured”

PV Sindhu continued her domi-
nant run at the Super 1000 Malay-
sia Open, following a commanding
performance against Tomoka Mi-
yazaki, as she faced world champi-
on Akane Yamaguchi in the quar-
terfinals. However, the match
ended abruptly after the first set,
with Yamaguchi conceding due to
an injury that severely affected her
movement. Sindhu’s relentless at-
tacking game, coupled with Yama-
guchi’s discomfort, made the result
almost inevitable, as the Japanese
player retired after losing the open-
ing set 21-11.

Yamaguchi, entering the court
with a knee brace, struggled from
the very beginning. Sindhu imme-
diately imposed her pace with ag-
gressive strokes, including short-
back swings, sharp down-the-line
shots, and precise smashes, quickly
establishing a commanding 10-2
lead. Known for her defensive
prowess, Yamaguchi found herself
unable to move freely and ex-
pressed visible frustration as er-
rors mounted. Her strategy, which
aimed to restrict Sindhu to the
backcourt and neutralize her at-
tacking elevation, only yielded 11
points and proved insufficient
against the Indian’s fluid game.

Sindhu, meanwhile, appeared re-
laxed and confident on court, strik-
ing the shuttle with precision and
variety. Her high clears, powerful

smashes, and crisp drop shots left
Yamaguchi with little room to re-
cover. Within just over ten min-
utes, Sindhu had wrapped up the
first set convincingly, prompting
Yamaguchi to concede and hand-
ing the Indian her first Super 1000
semifinal appearance in three
years.

Looking ahead, Sindhu faces a
challenging semifinal against ei-
ther Wang Zhiyi or Putri Kusuma
Wardani. Wardani, who has defeat-
ed Sindhu twice in recent encoun-
ters, including at the Paris World
Championships, poses a threat, but
Sindhu’s improved speed and tacti-
cal variety make her far from un-
beatable. On the other hand, Wang
Zhiyi, the World No. 2 from China,
represents Sindhu’s most signifi-
cant scalp in recent times, having
fallen to the Indian at the World
Championships.

Earlier on Thursday, Sindhu had
dispatched 19-year-old Tomoka Mi-
yazaki in a dominant 21-8, 21-13 vic-
tory that lasted just 33 minutes.
Her commanding display ensured
she reached her first Super 1000
quarterfinal of the season, carry-
ing momentum and confidence
into the semifinals. With her at-
tacking flair and court awareness
at peak levels, Sindhu looks well-
positioned to challenge for the ti-
tle, continuing her resurgence on
the international badminton stage.
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Veteran Producer Thummalapalli
Ramasatyanarayana Sets Another Historic
Milestone with Seven Trailer Launch

Tollywood stalwart
Thummalapalli Rama-
satyanarayana, celebrat-
ed for his extraordinary
career spanning over 114
films in just two decades,
has once again made
headlines with a record-
breaking feat. Following
his historic launch of 15
films simultaneously on
August 15 last year, the
veteran producer re-
cently unveiled the
trailers of seven of
these films on the same
day at a grand event
held at Prasad Labs, Hy-
derabad. Trailers for
the remaining eight
films are set to be re-
leased shortly, generat-
ing anticipation among
fans and industry insid-
ers alike.

The grand trailer
launch drew a star-stud-
ded audience from the
film fraternity, includ-
ing prominent person-
alities such as Suman,
Saikumar, V. Vijayendra
Prasad, K. S. Rama Rao,
Relangi Narasimha Rao,
Yandamoori Veeren-
dranath, J. K. Bharavi,
Veera Shankar, Chandra
Mahesh, K. L. Damodar

Prasad, T. Prasanna Ku-
mar, K. Ashok Kumar,
Kavitha, Kalva Sujatha
Gupta, and V. Vijay Ku-
mar, who graced the oc-
casion as chief guests
and extended their best
wishes to the directors,
cast, and crew for
achieving this extraor-
dinary milestone.

The trailers unveiled
included films such as
Mahanaga directed by
Uday Bhaskar, Yanda-
moori Kathalu directed
by Ravi Basara, Maa
Nanna Hero directed by
Vijay Erramsetti, Robo-
47 and Mahabaludu di-
rected by Nuthan, Rudra
Thandavam directed by
Harsha, and Man-
am-2036 directed by Sai
Ramesh. The directors
were felicitated by the
dignitaries, along with
music director duo Dr.
A. J. Sandhyavarshini
and Dr. V. R. A. Pradeep,
who have composed mu-
sic for all 15 films. PRO
Dheeraj Appaji, respon-
sible for publicity across
all the films, and Crea-
tive Head Thallada Sai
Krishna were also hon-
ored, while cast and crew

members from the entire
Bhimavaram Talkies
lineup attended in large
numbers, creating a cele-
bratory and enthusiastic
atmosphere.

Speaking at the event,
Thummalapalli Rama-
satyanarayana praised
the directors for complet-
ing the shooting and
trailer work at a record
pace through meticulous
planning. He announced
that release dates for
each film will be revealed
soon and expressed confi-
dence that all 15 films will
be released by August
this year, setting yet an-
other industry record.
He concluded by ex-
pressing heartfelt grati-
tude to everyone who
contributed to the suc-
cess of the event.

Through this ambi-
tious initiative,
Thummalapalli Rama-
satyanarayana con-
tinues to redefine
productivity and
scale in Tollywood, re-
inforcing his position
as one of the most re-
spected and visionary
producers in the Indi-
an film industry.

Star Director Buchi Babu Sana Unveils
Fun-Filled Teaser of ‘Purushaha’

TPN Bureau | Hyderabad, Janu-
ary 2026

The upcoming enter-
tainer Purushaha has al-
ready generated consid-
erable buzz with its
quirky first-look posters
and humorous promo-
tional lines, and the ex-
citement skyrocketed
when star director Buchi
Babu Sana, known for
hits like Uppena and Ped-
di, unveiled the film’s
teaser. The film marks
the debut of Pavan Kaly-
an as a lead actor, sup-
ported by a vibrant en-
semble including
Saptagiri, Kasireddy Raj-
kumar, Vaishnavi Kok-
kura, Vishika, and Hasi-
ni Sudheer. Presented by
Battula Saraswathi un-
der the Kalyan Produc-
tions banner and pro-
duced by Battula
Koteswara Rao, the film
is directed by Veeru Ul-
avala and is gearing up
for a lively theatrical
release.

The teaser opens on an
intriguing note, featur-
ing a dramatic voiceover
that introduces the three

protagonists as valiant
warriors battling to con-
quer the world. However,
the narrative soon takes
a hilarious turn, reveal-
ing that these “mighty
warriors” are comically
tossed around by their
wives. Frustrated and ex-
asperated, the trio de-
cides to head to court
seeking a divorce, setting
the stage for a rib-tick-
ling comedic journey.
Director Veeru Ulavala
has been praised for
crafting a relatable prem-
ise and presenting it with
sharp, contemporary hu-
mor. The witty dialogues
and lively characteriza-
tions immediately con-
nect with the audience,
while the comic trio of
Pavan Kalyan, Saptagiri,
and Kasireddy Rajkumar
deliver standout perfor-
mances that anchor the
film’s humor. Vennela
Kishore’s natural come-
dic timing further en-
hances the fun quotient,
and the leading ladies—
Vaishnavi Kokkura, Vi-
shika, and Hasini Sud-
heer—add their own

spark, complementing
the film’s playful tone.
The supporting cast, in-
cluding Sri Sandhya,
Gabi Rock, Anaira Gup-
ta, Rajeev Kanakala,
Pammi Sai, and VTV
Ganesh, also contribute
with impeccable comic
timing.

On the technical front,
Satish Muthyala’s color-
ful cinematography cap-
tures the lively spirit of
the film, while Shravan
Bharadwaj’s peppy musi-
cal score elevates the
light-hearted mood. Edi-
tor Koti ensures smooth
pacing, and art director
Ravi Babu Dondapati’s
sets add visual polish to
the production.

With its quirky prem-
ise, youthful dialogues,
and engaging comic per-
formances, the teaser of
Purushaha successfully
raises expectations,
promising a fun-filled
cinematic experience.
The film, backed by Kaly-
an Productions, is now
one of the most anticipat-
ed entertainers of the
year.
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LegendaryActor Nandamuri Balakrishna Joins Hands

withAnvita Group

Hyderabad: Legendary
actor and Padma Bhush-
an awardee Nandamuri
Balakrishna has been ap-
pointed as the brand am-
bassador of Anvita
Group, the company an-
nounced recently. The an-
nouncement was made
by the company’s Chair-
man and Managing Di-
rector, Achyutarao Bop-
pana, who also unveiled
the group’s new brand
films at a special event
held in Hyderabad on
Friday.

Speaking to the media,
Achyutarao Boppana
highlighted Balakrish-
na’s five-decade-long
journey in cinema and
his extensive social con-
tributions in the fields of
education and health-
care. “Balakrishna’s in-
tegrity and unwavering
principles make him an
ideal representative of
Anvita Group’s core val-
ues,” he said. He added
that the actor’s agree-
ment to serve as the
brand ambassador was a
matter of pride for the
company.

Boppana emphasized
that ‘Build Happiness’ is
the guiding philosophy
of Anvita Group, and
Balakrishna perfectly
embodies the spirit of
bringing joy and creating
lasting value in society.
“His participation in our
journey to build a legacy
filled with happiness
strengthens our mission
significantly,” he noted.

Anvita Group has com-
pleted over four million
square feet of construc-
tion in residential, com-
mercial, and hospitality
projects across Dubai
and Abu Dhabi over the
past two decades. The
company is currently de-
veloping a lifestyle com-
munity in Dallas, USA,
and continuing construc-
tion of 8 million square
feet across three major
projects in Hyderabad.

Highlighting the com-
pany’s recent achieve-
ments, Boppana noted
that the Anvita Ivana
project in Kolluru re-
ceived its occupancy cer-
tificate ahead of sched-
ule, with 400 units ready

for handover in the first
phase. He also men-
tioned the ongoing An-
vita High Nine and An-
vita Parkside projects in
Medchal, which are set
to redefine urban living
in the city.

Looking ahead, Anvita
Group plans to expand
with world-class projects
not only in Hyderabad

as Brand Ambassador

but also in Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam. In
Vijayawada, the group is
set to construct the city’s
tallest buildings near
Benz Circle. Over the
next five to six years, An-
vita Group aims to deliv-
er approximately a thou-
sand units annually to
buyers, underlining its
rapid growth and ambi-

tious vision.

The event was attend-
ed by Anvita Group di-
rectors Nagabhushanam
Boppana, Srikant Bop-
pana, Vijayaraju, and
Murali, Director of Hap-
py Homes, among others,
celebrating the partner-
ship with the iconic ac-
tor and the unveiling of
the new brand films.

Nivetha Pethuraj Graces the Grand Launch of VCare Center of
Excellence in Jubilee Hills!

Hyderabad, January
2026: Tollywood sensa-
tion Nivetha Pethuraj
kickstarted the new year
with a glamorous appear-
ance at the grand inaugu-
ration of the VCare Cent-
er of Excellence (CoE) in
Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad.
Radiating elegance, the
actress officially opened
the center, which marks a
significant milestone in
India’s advanced skin
and aesthetic care indus-
try. Speaking at the event,
Nivetha expressed her ex-
citement about interna-
tional-standard treat-
ments now being
accessible in Hyderabad,
particularly the much-
coveted ‘Korean Glass
Skin’ technology.

The Magic of Single-
Day Facial Architecture
For the first time in In-

dia, the center introduces
the ‘Single-Day Facial

Architecture’—a revolu-
tionary glass-skin-fo-
cused protocol. This
unique method inte-
grates seven advanced la-
ser technologies using a
three-dimensional ap-
proach. It is designed to
provide visible results
from day one, with signif-
icant skin improvement
continuing over 90 days.
This breakthrough tech-
nology has quickly be-
come the talk of the town
among beauty and well-
ness enthusiasts.

Led by Industry
Pioneers

The center is led by E.
Carolin Praba, Founder
and Managing Director
of VCare Group, who
holds the distinction of
being India’s first female
Trichologist. Joining
her was VCare CEO
Mukundan Satyanaray-
anan, a veteran with over

22 years of leadership in
Trichology and Cosmetic
Sciences. Together, they
highlighted how the cent-
er bridges the gap be-
tween traditional well-
ness and research-driven
innovation using FDA-
approved technologies.

Global Standards in
Hyderabad

“World beauty stand-
ards are evolving, and so
are we,” stated the leader-
ship team. By targeting
the skin at a structural
level through personal-
ized, multi-step proce-
dures, the center aims to
be a premier destination
for aesthetic excellence.
With Nivetha Pethuraj’s
star power and VCare’s
cutting-edge technology,
the Jubilee Hills center is
set to become the ulti-
mate hub for those seek-
ing world-class skin
transformations.

Sivakarthikeyan’s Parasakthi Cleared
for Release with U/A Certificate

Prabhas’ The Raja Saab Release Sparks Fan
Frenzy with Crocodile-Themed Celebrations

TPN Bureau | January 2026

Sivakarthikeyan’s much-
anticipated period drama Par-
asakthi has officially received
a U/A certificate from the
Central Board of Film Certifi-
cation (CBFC), clearing the
way for its release on January
10, 2026. The certification
comes just a day before the
film’s scheduled theatrical de-
but, much to the delight of
fans and theatre owners alike.

Directed by Sudha Kongara,
Parasakthi features an ensem-
ble cast including Ravi Mo-
han, Atharvaa, and Sreeleela.
The film had faced scrutiny
from the censor board in re-
cent days amid wider certifi-
cation delays affecting Tamil
cinema’s festive releases. With
the U/A rating now secured,
the production team can pro-
ceed with advance bookings
and final preparations for its
release.

Reports indicate that the
film underwent a few modifi-
cations, including minor cuts
and adjustments to certain
visuals and dialogues, to ad-

dress the board’s content con-
cerns. These steps ensured the
film met the certification re-
quirements in time for its
launch during the Pongal
season.

Originally slated for a later
release, the film’s release was
advanced to January 10 to cap-
italize on the holiday audi-
ence. With its certification
cleared, Parasakthi joins the
festive slate of Tamil releases,
offering viewers a mix of his-
torical drama, strong perfor-
mances, and engaging
storytelling.

The clearance also comes
amid a backdrop of certifica-
tion challenges for other big-
ticket Tamil films, highlight-
ing the industry’s ongoing
efforts to meet CBFC guide-
lines while keeping holiday
releases on schedule.

With its U/A certification in
place, Parasakthi is now ready
to premiere in theatres world-
wide, raising high expecta-
tions among audiences for
both its critical reception and
box office performance.

Telugu superstar Prabhas’
much anticipated film The Raja
Saab hit theaters worldwide to-
day, and the release day celebra-
tions have taken an unexpectedly
wild turn as fans turned their ex-
citement into a full on spectacle.
Enthusiastic supporters of the
“Rebel Star” brought crocodile
props and dummies into cinemas
to recreate an iconic moment
from the film’s trailer, creating a
buzz that’s grabbing attention
across social media and in
theaters.

The craze stems from a strik-
ing scene in The Raja Saab trail-
er, where Prabhas’ character en-
gages in a fierce face off with a
crocodile. Inspired by this ac-
tion packed moment, fans ar-
rived at screenings carrying
fake crocodiles, inflatable rep-
tiles, and plush replicas, lifting
them above their heads and
cheering loudly as they entered
auditoriums. Videos shared on-
line show moviegoers chanting,
posing for photos, and even
mimicking battle stances, add-
ing a playful and surreal energy
to the release day atmosphere.

Inside theaters, some fans took
the celebration further by mov-
ing toward the screen with their
props during the crocodile fight
scene, humorously re enacting
the on screen mayhem. Fellow au-
dience members were taken by
surprise, initially mistaking the

props for real animals; however,
it quickly became clear that the
crocodiles were harmless repli-
cas used in good fun. Many mov-
iegoers embraced the spirited
spectacle, turning the ordinary
viewing experience into an inter-
active celebration of fandom.

The trend — playfully dubbed
the “crocodile craze” — under-
scores the unmatched devotion of
Prabhas’ fanbase and highlights
the unique cultural phenomenon
that surrounds his film releases.
Social media platforms have been
flooded with clips of fans holding
their reptilian tributes high,
prompting jokes, memes, and
widespread discussion online
about the extraordinary meas-
ures some devotees take to show
support for their favorite star.

Alongside the crocodile cele-
brations, The Raja Saab is mak-
ing a strong commercial impact.
Early box office figures indicate
that the film has recorded sig-
nificant earnings on opening
day across multiple languages,
reflecting its pan Indian appeal
and the fierce anticipation built
up through promotions.

With its mix of fantasy, ac-
tion, and larger than life visu-
als, The Raja Saab is already
proving to be more than just a
movie — it has become an event
celebrated in its own unique
and unforgettable way by Prab-
has’ passionate fans.
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