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TDP Leader Pattabhiram Challenges
YSRCP Over Bhogapuram Airport Credit

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 06

amaravathi:

Senior Telu-

gu Desam

Party (TDP)
leader Kommareddy
Pattabhiram has raised
concerns over the attri-
bution of credit for the
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport project,
asserting that the key
approvals and ground-
work for the project
were completed during
the TDP regime. His re-
marks come amid
heightened political de-
bate following the suc-
cessful landing of a
validation flight at the
airport and renewed at-
tention on the project’s
operational readiness.
Pattabhiram presented
a detailed timeline of
the airport’s develop-
ment, highlighting that
the initial proposal was
announced in 2015 by
the then Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
at the Bangalore Inter-
national Air Show. He
pointed out that under
the TDP government, a
special purpose vehicle
(SPV) was formally
constituted to oversee
the project, and site
clearance from the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation
was secured in January
2016. Environmental
clearance was obtained
in August 2017, followed
by approvals for land
acquisition, budget al-
location, and construc-
tion planning.

He emphasized that
between 2014 and 2019,
the TDP government
had completed signifi-
cant preparatory work,
including land surveys,
acquisition of thou-
sands of acres, coordi-
nation with multiple
government agencies,
and formation of a

steering committee to
oversee the project’s
implementation. Pat-
tabhiram stated that
without these crucial
steps, the airport would
not have reached the
stage of operational
readiness it has today.
Criticizing the YSR
Congress Party, Pattab-
hiram said that while
the current govern-
ment has highlighted
recent milestones such
as flight operations, it
has contributed com-
paratively little in
terms of foundational
work. He challenged
the YSRCP to publicly
present official govern-
ment orders, communi-
cations from the central
government, and other
project documents if it
claims otherwise. Ac-
cording to him, attrib-
uting the airport’s de-
velopment solely to the
current administration
would overlook the ef-
forts and vision of the
previous TDP
government.

The Bhogapuram In-
ternational Airport, of-
ficially named Alluri
Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport, is a stra-
tegic infrastructure
project aimed at im-
proving connectivity
for the North Andhra
region, particularly the
districts of Visakhapat-
nam, Vijayanagaram,
and Srikakulam. Pat-
tabhiram stressed that
the project is expected
to boost regional eco-
nomic growth, enhance
trade and tourism, and
serve as a gateway for
domestic and interna-
tional passengers.

Hereiterated that the
airport was part of a
broader TDP vision for
the development of
North Andhra and
urged the current gov-
ernment to acknowl-
edge the contributions
of the previous admin-
istration. The TDP lead-
er also highlighted that
transparency in recog-
nizing the efforts of
past and present gov-

ernments is essential to
maintain credibility
and public trust in ma-
jor infrastructure
initiatives.

Pattabhiram’s pres-
entation underscores
the TDP’s insistence
that foundational work,
approvals, and land ac-
quisition were complet-
ed under its regime,
which laid the ground-
work for the current op-
erational progress. By
providing a compre-
hensive overview of the
project’s history and
the steps taken during
the TDP government,
he sought to ensure
that the contributions
of the previous admin-
istration are not over-
looked amidst political
debates.

The discussion over
Bhogapuram Airport
reflects the ongoing po-
litical contest in
Andhra Pradesh, where
large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects are often
leveraged for credit and
recognition, especially
as they near comple-
tion. Pattabhiram con-
cluded that acknowl-
edging the past efforts
would not only honor
administrative dili-
gence but also ensure
accurate public aware-
ness about the airport’s
development journey.

Andhra Pradesh SIPB Clears Rs 19,391 Crore
Investment Proposals to Boost Economy and Jobs

-
b

TPN Bureau |
January 06:
t its 14th
meeting on
Tuesday, the
Andhra
Pradesh State Invest-
ment Promotion Board
(SIPB) approved 14 ma-
jor investment proposals
worth Rs 19,391 crore,
marking a significant
boost to economic
growth and employment
generation in the state.
The meeting was chaired
by Chief Minister N.
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Chandrababu Naidu,
who lauded the efforts to
attract substantial in-
vestments that are ex-
pected to create around
11,753 new jobs across
various sectors.

The approved projects
span key sectors includ-
ing industry, tourism,
food processing, energy,
and infrastructure devel-
opment. These invest-
ments are designed to ac-
celerate industrial
expansion, support agri-
business growth, and en-

hance tourism prospects
by leveraging the state’s
strategic advantages.
The SIPB’s decisions re-
flect the government’s
ongoing focus on creat-
ing a conducive environ-
ment for business and
investment, while rein-
forcing Andhra
Pradesh’s position as an
investor-friendly desti-
nation. During the meet-
ing, Chief Minister
Naidu stressed the im-
portance of efficient gov-
ernance and seamless
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execution to maintain
investor confidence. He
called on officials to en-
sure that the approved
projects move swiftly
from the approval stage
to implementation on the
ground. Emphasising
faster and more stream-
lined procedures, he
urged departments to
closely track progress
and address any bottle-
necks that may delay
project execution.

A key theme discussed
at the SIPB meeting was
the development of tour-
ism infrastructure, with
specific directions to pre-
pare a comprehensive
master plan for beach
tourism. The Chief Min-
ister highlighted the po-
tential of coastal desti-
nations such as
Suryalanka Beach, and
proposed a vision to de-
velop a 15-kilometre
beach stretch with en-
hanced amenities, along
with island tourism,
drawing inspiration
from renowned global
beach destinations. This
initiative is expected to
attract more visitors and
boost local economies.

In the energy sector,
the state government
aims to strengthen its
commitment to sustain-
able power sector re-
forms. The Chief Minis-
ter called for broader
investments in power
generation and related

Americanand International Experts Deployed

to Control Gas Well Blowout in Konaseema

TPN Bureau |Janu-
ary 06

maravati,

January 6,

2026: A ma-

jor gas
blowout at an Oil and
Natural Gas Corpora-
tion (ONGC) well in
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Ko-
naseema district has
prompted authorities
to call in internation-
al experts, including
specialists from the
United States, to help
control the ongoing
fire. The incident,
which occurred dur-
ing production en-
hancement operations
at the Mori-5 gas well,
has created a critical
situation, with flames
and smoke continuing
to erupt near Iru-
sumanda village.
Emergency teams are
working around the
clock to contain the
blaze and ensure pub-
lic safety.

The blowout hap-
pened on January 5,
releasing a large
amount of gas mixed
with crude oil under
high pressure. The
sudden eruption
caused flames to shoot
tens of meters into the
air, forcing immediate
action from ONGC’s
Crisis Management
Team. Local authori-
ties swiftly evacuated
residents from nearby
villages and estab-
lished a strict safety
perimeter around the
well to prevent
accidents.

ONGC senior man-
agement and techni-
cal experts have taken
operational control of
the site and developed
a comprehensive
blowout control plan.
Preparatory measures
include creating a
temporary canal for
the deployment of
high-capacity firewa-
ter pumps. Firefight-
ing equipment has
been positioned stra-
tegically to cool the
wellhead and reduce
the intensity of the
flames, while emer-
gency measures are
being implemented to
prevent escalation.

In addition to these
efforts, international
blowout control spe-
cialists, including
American experts
with extensive experi-
ence in similar high-
pressure well inci-
dents, have joined the
operation. Their ad-
vanced techniques are
expected to be crucial
if conventional meth-
ods fail to contain the
release. The involve-
ment of these experts
brings a high level of
technical expertise to
manage the complex
situation effectively.

The district admin-
istration, in coordina-
tion with ONGC and
disaster response
teams, has ensured
the evacuation of over
600 residents from
surrounding areas.
Emergency advisories
have been issued with-

in a multi-kilometre
radius, instructing
people to avoid open
flames or electrical
equipment that could
ignite the escaping
gas. Authorities are
also monitoring the
impact on nearby wa-
ter bodies and agricul-
tural lands to mini-
mise environmental
damage.

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
reviewed the situation
in Amaravati and in-
structed officials to
prioritise the safety of
residents and ensure
that those affected by
the blowout, particu-
larly farmers who lost
Ccrops or coconut trees,
receive compensation
and support. The ad-
ministration is closely
coordinating with
ONGC to monitor air
quality and other en-
vironmental parame-
ters around the well-
site. Despite the
challenging condi-
tions, there is cau-
tious optimism that
with the combined ef-
forts of ONGC, the
district administra-
tion, and internation-
al experts, the gas well
blowout will be suc-
cessfully controlled in
the coming days. Au-
thorities continue to
maintain strict sur-
veillance and take all
necessary measures to
protect lives, property,
and the surrounding
environment from fur-
ther damage.
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infrastructure, while em-
phasising the need to
provide reliable and af-
fordable electricity for
both industries and
households. He also
spoke about the long-
term goal of procuring
power at a competitive
rate, ensuring that ener-
gy costs remain favoura-
ble for businesses and
consumers alike.

The SIPB’s approvals
are part of Andhra
Pradesh’s broader strat-
egy to drive growth
through industrialisa-
tion, infrastructure de-
velopment, tourism pro-
motion, and job creation.
By attracting nearly Rs
19,400 crore in fresh in-
vestments, the state con-
tinues to demonstrate its
commitment to econom-
ic resilience and develop-
ment. Officials at the
meeting reiterated the
importance of collabora-
tive efforts between gov-
ernment agencies and
private investors to
translate policy support
into tangible results on
the ground.

With these new invest-
ment proposals sanc-
tioned, Andhra Pradesh
is poised to see acceler-
ated economic activity
and expanded employ-
ment opportunities, re-
inforcing its stature as a
competitive investment
destination in India.

Nara Lokesh Warns of Strict Action Against
Hate Speech on Social Media

TPN Bureau |
Jan 06

Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Informa-
tion Technology, Elec-
tronics and Communi-
cations, Nara Lokesh,
has issued a strong
warning against the
misuse of social me-
dia platforms to
spread hate speech,
misinformation and
offensive content. He
made it clear that the
state government will
not hesitate to take
strict legal action
against individuals
and groups who use
digital platforms to in-
cite hatred, spread
false narratives or tar-
get individuals and
communities.

Addressing areview
meeting with senior
officials, the minister
expressed serious con-
cern over the increas-
ing trend of abusive
and provocative posts
on social media. He
stated that while the
government fully re-
spects freedom of ex-
pression and construc-
tive criticism, this
freedom cannot be
misused to disturb so-
cial harmony or dam-
age the dignity of indi-
viduals. Lokesh
underlined that criti-
cism should be factual
and responsible, not
malicious or hateful.

The minister ob-
served that objection-
able content spreads
rapidly on social me-
dia, often within min-
utes, causing irrevers-
ible damage. Such
content, he said, not
only hurts individuals
but also poses a threat
to law and order and
social cohesion. He

stressed that coordi-
nated campaigns, fake
news, and character
assassination through
digital platforms will
be dealt with firmly.
Nara Lokesh also
raised concerns about
the growing misuse of
advanced technologies
such as artificial intel-
ligence and deep-fake
tools to create mis-
leading or defamatory
content. He said these
technologies are being
exploited to target
women, public repre-
sentatives and social
groups, and called for
special monitoring
mechanisms to identi-
fy and curb such con-
tent at an early stage.
Officials were in-
structed to strengthen
cyber surveillance
and ensure swift ac-
tion against offenders.
Emphasising account-
ability, the minister
directed departments
concerned to ensure
that complaints relat-
ed to hate speech and
cyber harassment are
addressed without de-
lay. He expressed dis-
pleasure over delays
in registering cases
and filing charge
sheets in cybercrime
matters, and asked of-
ficials to streamline
procedures so that of-
fenders are brought to
justice promptly.
Lokesh suggested
studying regulatory

frameworks followed
in other countries to
regulate harmful on-
line content while
safeguarding demo-
cratic values. He said
the state should ex-
plore stronger legal
provisions and institu-
tional mechanisms to
deal with repeat of-
fenders and organised
digital abuse. Sus-
pending or blocking
social media accounts
involved in repeated
violations was also
discussed as a deter-
rent measure.

The minister reiter-
ated that the govern-
ment’s intention is not
to suppress voices but
to protect citizens
from online abuse and
digital violence. He
said responsible use
of social media is es-
sential for a healthy
democracy, and plat-
forms should not be-
come tools for spread-
ing hatred or
misinformation.

Home Department
and cybercrime offi-
cials briefed the min-
ister on existing laws
and enforcement
challenges. They as-
sured him that coor-
dination between po-
lice, cyber cells and
other departments
would be strength-
ened to ensure effec-
tive implementation
of the government’s
directions.
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Bondapalli, Viziana-
garam, January 6, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh
government has set an
ambitious target to pro-
cure a record 51 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy
this year, ensuring that
farmers receive timely
payments without any
hassle. Minister for Civ-
il Supplies, Nandendla
Manohar, said the initia-
tive aims to guarantee
the welfare and happi-
ness of every farmer in
the State.

During an extensive
visit to Vizianagaram
district on Tuesday, the
Minister toured several
locations, including Ra-

Tonnes of Paddy Procurement

chakindam village in
Bondapalli mandal,
where he personally in-
teracted with farmers
and inspected paddy
storage facilities. Farm-
ers, including Bandaru
Krishnamurthy and
Gulipilli Venkatarama-
na, expressed satisfac-
tion with the procure-
ment process, noting
that payments are cred-
ited to their accounts
within 24 hours of
procurement.
Addressing a farmers’
gathering, Minister
Manohar emphasized
that the current govern-
ment remains fully com-
mitted to supporting
farmers and ensuring

ANDRAPRADESH

they face no difficulties
in selling their produce.
Highlighting the im-
provements compared to
the previous adminis-
tration, he noted that
earlier farmers had to
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wait months for pay-
ments. Now, the govern-
ment ensures that mon-
ey reaches farmers’
accounts within 24
hours of paddy procure-
ment. The Minister also

announced that every
grain of paddy will be
procured at the support
price, with well-organ-
ized processes at pro-
curement centers to
avoid any inconvenience

to farmers. He added
that payments would be
credited to farmers’ ac-
counts by January 10,
creating a festive atmos-
phere in villages. Last
year, the state procured
31 lakh tonnes of paddy;,
whereas this year, the
target is 51 lakh tonnes,
aiming to set a new re-
cord. Currently, 97.6%
of farmers have already
received payments with-
in 24 hours. Civil Sup-
plies Corporation Vice-
Chairman and MD S.
Delhi Rao stated that the
government’s focus is to
ensure that farmers do
not incur losses despite
the hard work they in-
vest in cultivation. Dis-

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Andhra Pradesh Government Targets Record 51 Lakh

trict Collector S. Ram-
sunder Reddy
highlighted that 96% of
farmers in the district
are small and marginal
farmers, working tire-
lessly to sustain liveli-
hoods, while Joint Col-
lector S. Sedhu
Madhavan reported that
out of the 4 lakh metric
tonnes procurement tar-
get in the district, 3.37
lakh tonnes have al-
ready been collected.
The government also
plans to supply the pro-
cured paddy to approxi-
mately 36,000 schools
and 4,000 hostels for
midday meals, with the
farmer’s name printed
on the bags to recognize

their contribution. Min-
ister Manohar under-
lined that nearly 60% of
the state’s population
depends on agriculture
for livelihood, and the
government’s policies
are designed to enhance
farmers’ incomes while
ensuring food security
for the community. The
event saw participation
from Nellimarla MLA
Lokam Nagamadhavi,
officials from Civil Sup-
plies, RDO D. Keerthi,
Tahsildar Rajeshwar
Rao, MPDOs, Deputy
MPDO Janardhan Rao,
other government offi-
cials, local leaders, and a
large number of
farmers.

Severe Hyperthyroidism Leads to Life-Threatening Heart Failure:
Aster Ramesh Hospitals Save Patient with ECMO Support

Vijayawada, January
6, 2026 | TPN Bureau

A 37-year-old patient
from Bhimavaram, West
Godavari District,
Andhra Pradesh, was
saved from a life-threat-
ening condition by the
Critical Care team at As-
ter Ramesh Hospitals,
Vijayawada, after devel-
oping severe heart fail-
ure secondary to hyper-
thyroidism. Referred by
a local cardiologist, the
patient arrived at the
hospital in an extremely
critical state, with se-
vere breathlessness, un-
recordable blood pres-
sure despite being on
three anti-hypotensive
medications, and a car-

On admission, the pa-
tient also showed dan-
gerously high serum lac-
tate levels above 20,
along with feeble pulses,
pointing to profound
cardiogenic shock. In
this condition, the heart
is unable to pump suffi-
cient blood to meet the
body’s demands, placing
the patient at extreme
risk of organ failure and
death.

Recognizing the ur-
gency, the hospital’s crit-
ical care team initiated
veno-arterial Extracor-
poreal Membrane Oxy-
genation (VA-ECMO), a
life-saving intervention
that temporarily takes
over the functions of the

dial repair. ECMO sup-
port provided the criti-
cal window needed for
stabilization and
recovery.

Over the course of
four days, the patient
showed remarkable im-
provement. The ejection
fraction, a measure of
cardiac pumping effi-
ciency, improved from
15% to approximately
50%, allowing the team
to safely decannulate
ECMO and gradually
wean the patient off all
mechanical support. To-
day, the patient is fully
conscious, hemodynam-
ically stable, and ready
for discharge, marking a
successful recovery

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Pothineni
Ramesh Babu, Manag-
ing Director and Chief
Cardiologist, credited
the coordinated efforts
of a multi-disciplinary
team for the successful
outcome. He acknowl-
edged the vital contribu-
tions of senior critical
care specialist Dr. Jam-
pala Karthikeya, DM
Cardiac Anaesthesiolo-
gist Dr. Dammalapati
Pavan Kumar, Endocri-
nologist Dr. Rakesh Bob-
ba, interventional cardi-
ologists Dr. Anoop
Velaga, Dr. N. Raja
Ramesh, Dr. Ram Mano-
har, Cardio Thoracic
and Vascular Surgeon

diac ejection fraction of heart and lungs, allow- from a condition that Dr. Shiva Prasad, and cal staff who managed phasized that early rec- induced cardiogenic ti-specialty critical care

just 15%, indicating se- ingthe hearttorestand could have been fatal Vascular SurgeonDr. Vi- this highly complex and ognition and prompt shock can be life-saving, facilities in managing
verely compromised recover while essential without timely jay Kumar, along with high-risk case. ECMO intervention in highlighting the impor- complex cardiovascular
heart function. medications aid myocar- intervention. the nursing and techni- Dr. Ramesh Babu em- severe hyperthyroidism- tance of advanced mul- emergencies.

e-Panta App with New Features
Now Live for Andhra Pradesh Farmers

The launch of the up-
graded e-Panta app is part
of the Andhra Pradesh
government’s broader
push to digitize agricul-
tural services, reduce bu-
reaucratic delays, and
provide farmers with
easy access to critical in-
formation. The Depart-
ment believes that these
steps will enhance pro-
ductivity, improve record-
keeping, and empower
farmers to make informed
decisions regarding their
Ccrops.

The Director also high-
lighted the importance of
ongoing training and
awareness campaigns to
ensure that farmers
across the State can ben-
efit from the application’s
full range of features. By
combining technology
with field-level support,
the Government aims to
make agricultural man-
agement more efficient,
transparent, and
farmer-friendly.

With the e-Panta app
now live. Andhra Pradesh

MP Kinjirapu Rammohan Urges Centre to Support
Sports Development in AP, Focus on Srikakulam

Srikakulam Rural Mandal,
which falls under the local
revenue jurisdiction. He re-
quested additional funding
from the Khelo India pro-
gram to accelerate the pro-
ject and make it fully acces-
sible to athletes at the
earliest.

In addition, MP Rammo-
han brought up proposals
submitted by district sports
officials for the establish-
ment of Sports Centres in
15 locations across Srikaku-
lam district. These centres
are planned to function in
coordination with existing
Kridha Vikas Kendras, of-
fering training, coaching,
and facilities for a wide
range of sports disciplines.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of providing state-of-
the-art infrastructure so
that local talent can flour-
ish and athletes have access
to high-quality resources
close to home. Union Sports

Amaravati, January 6,
2026 | TPN Bureau

The Government of
Andhra Pradesh has an-
nounced the launch of en-
hanced features on its e-
Panta application, aimed
at providing farmers with
greater ease and trans-
parency in crop manage-
ment. Sri Dr. Manazir Jee-
lani Samoon, IAS,
Director of Agriculture,
unveiled a poster today
highlighting the new
functionalities, now ac-
cessible across the State.

Speaking to the media,
Dr. Samoon explained
that the updated e-Panta
app allows farmers to
view, raise grievances,
and approve parcel-wise
crop bookings recorded
during the Rabi 2025-26
season. These services
are available online
through the official por-
tals www.karshak.ap.gov.
in/ecrop and www.agri-
culture.ap.gov.in. Addi-
tionally, farmers can ac-
cess the platform via a QR
Code vprovided on the

poster for convenience.

To ensure transparency
and provide real-time up-
dates, the Department has
introduced a system of
three SMS alerts to farm-
ers’ registered mobile
numbers. These alerts
will be sent at three key
stages: initially when the
RSK Assistant visits the
farm, immediately after
crop booking by the Assis-
tant, and finally after con-
firmation by the farmer.
This initiative is expected
to strengthen accounta-
bility and streamline
communication between
farmers and authorities.

Dr. Samoon emphasized
that these services are
now fully operational and
urged all District Agricul-
ture Officers (DAOs) to
actively promote the e-
Panta platform among
farmers in their districts.
He instructed them to lev-
erage all field-level func-
tionaries to ensure maxi-
mum adoption and
utilization of these digi-
tal facilities.

Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya responded positively
to the proposals, indicating
support for expedited fund-
ing and coordination with
the state government to im-
plement these initiatives.
The discussion under-
scored the Centre’s commit-
ment to promoting sports
development, improving in-
frastructure, and ensuring
that athletes in Andhra
Pradesh, particularly in
Srikakulam, receive the
necessary opportunities
and support to compete at
state, national, and interna-
tional levels. MP Rammo-
han Naidu expressed hope
that with the backing of the
Centre, the planned sports
projects and facilities would
soon become operational,
contributing significantly
to the growth of sports in
the region and nurturing
the next generation of
athletes.

cussed ways to enhance in-
frastructure, facilities, and
opportunities for athletes
in the state.

During the discussions,
MP Rammohan highlighted
the need for upgrading
sports fields, athlete accom-
modations, and recognition
programs, ensuring that
players receive proper sup-
port and incentives. A key
point of discussion was the
development of a 33-acre
Sports Complex in Patruni,

Srikakulam, January 6,
2026 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh MP and
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Kinjirapu Rammohan
Naidu has urged Union
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya to provide full
support for the develop-
ment of sports across
Andhra Pradesh, with spe-
cial emphasis on Srikaku-
lam district. The meeting
took place on Tuesday,
where both ministers dis-

Minister Nadeandla Manohar Issues Stern Warning to Rice
| Millers Over Delays in Paddy Milling

/ Vijayanagaram, January
6, 2026 | TPN Bureau
Andhra Pradesh Civil
Supplies Minister Nadean-
dla Manohar expressed his
strong displeasure over the
slow pace of paddy milling
by rice millers in Vijayana-
garam district, emphasiz-
ing the need for prompt ac-
tion to protect farmers’
interests. The minister vis-
ited Lakshminarayana
Modern Rice Mill in Bonda-
palli on Tuesday and held a
P I \ : -2 = = detailed review meeting
) radE ey : S R L S with leaders of the Rice
m@ﬁ;ﬁ w5 i Millers’ Association to as-
B aiton sovsess 1 sess the progress of paddy
procurement and milling
operations.
During the meeting, Min-
ister Manohar expressed
concern over the negligence

displayed by millers in de-
livering paddy to the gov-
ernment, noting that only
17% of the targeted Custom
Milled Rice (CMR) had been
processed so far. He ques-
tioned why the milling pro-
cess had lagged despite fa-
cilitation of bank
guarantees for district mill-
ers, indicating that many
were paying little attention
to actual milling work.

The minister issued
strict directives for immedi-
ate action. Millers were in-
structed to mill 150 metric
tonnes per day and ensure
that 45,000 metric tonnes
are completed by January 8,
2026. Manohar assured the
millers that storage and
warehouse issues would be
addressed and that Food

Corporation of India (FCI)
related matters had been re-
solved. He warned that any
inconvenience caused to
farmers during the milling
process would not be toler-
ated and that the govern-
ment would take stringent
action against those
responsible.

Highlighting the state’s
efforts in transparency,
Minister Manohar com-
mended Andhra Pradesh
for implementing QR code
systems in paddy procure-
ment, which he said had
made the state a model for
the country in terms of ef-
ficient, accountable, and
transparent operations. He
urged millers to follow all
procedures meticulously
while ensuring timely com-

pletion of milling targets.

Accompanying the minis-
ter were Civil Supplies Cor-
poration MD S. Dilli Rao,
District Collector S. Ram-
sundar Reddy, MLLA Lokam
Nagamadhavi, DCMS
Chairman Gomp Krishna,
JC Sethu Madhavan, other
officials, coalition leaders,
and representatives of the
Rice Millers’ Association,
including Venkataravu.

The minister’s visit un-
derscored the government’s
commitment to timely pro-
curement, efficient milling,
and distribution of paddy.
By enforcing strict dead-
lines, issuing clear opera-
tional instructions, and
monitoring implementa-
tion closely, the administra-
tion aims to safeguard
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Government Supports Farmers with Distribution

Minister Kollu Ravindra Reviews Sand Supply, Orders Strict
Action Against Irregularities

Rajamahendravar-
am, January 6, 2026 |
TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Min-
ister for Excise, Mines
and Geology, Kollu
Ravindra, has directed
officials to immediately
address gaps in the
state’s free sand policy,
ensuring smooth avail-
ability and transparent
distribution to the pub-
lic. Speaking at areview
meeting on Tuesday at
Rajamahendravaram
Collectorate, the minis-
ter emphasized that
while Andhra Pradesh
implements a unique
free sand policy not
seen in other states, cer-
tain local issues persist
and must be resolved
efficiently.

The meeting focused
on multiple issues, in-
cluding sand supply,
policy implementation,
illegal mining, trans-
port regulation, and
public satisfaction.
Minister Ravindra
highlighted that lapses
in past sand policies
had previously slowed
the construction sector,
and instructed officials
to prevent similar set-
backs. He underscored

that any complaints
against sand reach op-
erators regarding pen-
alty charges would be
thoroughly investigat-
ed, but stressed that all
operations must follow
legal procedures.
Officials were explic-
itly told to identify and
correct gaps in sand
availability immediate-
ly, ensure proper billing
for sand transportation,
and take strict action
against illegal trans-
port, overloading, and
unauthorized mining.
The minister reminded
officials that public sat-
isfaction is paramount,
and Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu at-
taches special priority
to the smooth supply
and regulation of sand.
Minister Ravindra
also noted that positive
public perception sur-
veys show a 10% im-
provement in the past
three months, encour-
aging officials to fur-
ther enhance field-level
performance.
Responding to the di-
rectives, District Collec-
tor (FAC) / Joint Collec-
tor V. Megha Swaroop
assured that all neces-

sary measures would be
taken in accordance
with government guide-
lines to implement the
free sand policy effi-
ciently. She confirmed
that strict action would
be taken in coordina-
tion with Mines, Police,
Revenue, and Transport
Departments against
overloading, illegal
mining, and unauthor-
ized transportation.
District SP D. Nar-
asimha Kishore high-
lighted road safety con-
cerns dueto overloading
of sand lorries and as-
sured that stringent
monitoring would be

enforced to prevent ac-
cidents. He also con-
firmed coordination
with other departments
to curb illegal sand ex-
traction from rivers.
District Mines & Ge-
ology Officer D. Phani
Bhushan Reddy pre-
sented details of sand
availability, noting that
77 legally authorized
sand reaches hold about
4.13 million metric
tonnes, while 43 reaches
under approval process
contain 1.36 million
metric tonnes. He re-
ported that enforce-
ment against illegal
transport has reduced

bookings in border vil-
lages by approximately
83%, and penalties of
39.31 lakh were collect-
ed for unauthorized
gravel, open earth, and
road metal mining.
The review was at-
tended by legislators
Adireddy Srinivas,
Muppidi Venkateswara
Rao, along with senior
officials from Mines,
Revenue, Police, Pan-
chayat Raj, Groundwa-
ter, and Irrigation De-
partments,
representatives of
Boatsman Societies,
Quarry Unions, and
Sand Reach operators.

Lok Satta Leader Urges Cancellation of Scenic Collection
Contracts, Highlights Public Hardship

Vijayanagaram, Jan-
uary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Bhishhetti Babji,
State President of Lok
Satta Party, has de-
manded that the
Andhra Pradesh Min-
ing Department cancel
all Scenic Collection
Contracts (SCC) issued
to private agencies,
stating that the policy,
initiated by the previ-
ous YSRCP govern-
ment, is causing seri-
ous hardships to
citizens across the
state. Babji expressed
concern that continu-
ing such contracts un-
der the current coali-
tion government is
inappropriate and
urged authorities to
protect the public
interest.

On Tuesday, Babji
submitted a formal
representation to Di-
rector Chandrasekhar
of the State Geology
and Mines Department
at the Lok Satta party
office in Ibrahimpat-

nam. In his submis-
sion, he highlighted
the problems arising
from the SCC system,
which allows private
contractors to collect
fees and manage scenic
spots, often leading to
disputes with local res-
idents. Babji stressed
that both rural and ur-
ban populations are
bearing the brunt of
this policy, suffering fi-
nancial and logistical
difficulties due to im-
proper enforcement
and contractor
misconduct.

Speaking to report-
ers after the submis-
sion, Babji explained
that private contrac-
tors frequently engage
in conflicts with villag-
ers and town residents
over minor issues, cre-
ating an environment
of tension and incon-
venience. He argued
that government agen-
cies themselves should
handle scenic collec-
tion directly, ensuring
that revenue genera-

tion does not come at
the expense of public
comfort and accessibil-
ity. If the contract sys-
tem must continue, Ba-
bji insisted that clear
instructions be issued
to ensure that the pro-
cess does not disrupt
daily life or communi-
ty welfare.

The Lok Satta leader
also stated that the par-
ty plans to escalate the
matter to Chief Minis-
ter Shri N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu by sending a
formal letter detailing
the public grievances
and policy concerns.
He emphasized that the
objective is to protect
citizens’ interests
while maintaining
transparency and effi-
ciency in revenue
collection.

Director Chan-
drasekhar acknowl-
edged receipt of the
representation and as-
sured that the con-
cerns raised would be
considered and for-
warded to the relevant

authorities for further
action. Babji rein-
forced that the govern-
ment must ensure re-
sponsible management
of scenic resources,
prevent harassment of
the public, and review
policies that create un-
necessary friction be-
tween contractors and
communities.
Bhishhetti Babji con-
cluded that public wel-
fare should remain
paramount, and reve-

i

nue collection mecha-
nisms like SCC should
never compromise the
daily lives of citizens.
By calling for correc-
tive action and greater
oversight, Lok Satta
aims to ensure that
government policies
are implemented in a
fair, transparent, and
people-friendly man-
ner, while safeguard-
ing both local liveli-
hoods and the state’s
scenic heritage.

Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu Criticizes Former CM

Amaravati, January
6, 2026 | TPN Bureau

Andhra Pradesh Wa-
ter Resources Minister
Dr. Nimmala Rama-
naidu has strongly criti-
cized former Chief Min-
ister and YSRCP chief
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy,
accusing him of negli-
gence and political hy-
pocrisy during his ten-
ure. In a series of recent
statements and media
interactions, Rama-

naidu highlighted what
he called Jagan’s repeat-
ed lapses in leadership
that adversely affected
the state’s development,
particularly in the wa-
ter resources and irriga-
tion sectors.

Central to the minis-
ter’s criticism is the
Rayalaseema Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (RLIS). Ra-
manaidu said that un-
der Jagan’s government,
the project was

launched without prop-
er approvals, resulting
in a legal stay that im-
mediately stalled pro-
gress. He asserted that
this delay deprived the
drought-prone Rayala-
seema region of timely
irrigation benefits and
called it a betrayal of
the farmers. The minis-
ter contrasted this with
the current govern-
ment’s efforts to defend
and advance the project,

emphasizing that devel-
opment cannot progress
under administrative
negligence.

Ramanaidu also tar-
geted Jagan’s handling
of Krishna river water
allocations, questioning
why he remained silent
during a key Apex
Council meeting when
neighboring Telangana
sought adjustments that
could disadvantage
Andhra Pradesh. Ac-
cording to Ramanaidu,
this inaction allowed
the state’s water rights
to be compromised, de-
spite Jagan later mak-
ing public statements on
the issue.

The minister further
criticized Jagan’s com-
ments on the Parakama-
ni theft row, where the
former CM reportedly
described the incident
as minor. Ramanaidu
called this stance insen-
sitive and disrespectful
to public sentiment, ar-
guing that it reflected a
disregard for law and
order and undermined
faith-based values. He
accused Jagan of foster-
ing a political culture

Jagan Mohan Reddy for Governance Failures

rooted in falsehoods and
of aligning with crimi-
nal elements rather
than prioritizing the
welfare of common
citizens.

Beyond specific is-
sues, Ramanaidu de-
scribed Jagan’s tenure
as marked by the ne-
glect of key infrastruc-
ture and irrigation pro-
jects, including
Polavaram and other
Rayalaseema works. In
contrast, he said the
current government un-
der Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
has focused on revers-
ing past delays, prior-
itizing development,
and ensuring that pub-
lic works reach
completion.

The minister empha-
sized the importance of
public accountability
and urged citizens to
evaluate leadership
based on tangible out-
comes rather than rhet-
oric. He called for vigi-
lance to ensure that
critical state projects
are executed efficiently
and benefit the people as
intended.

Vinukonda (Pal-
nadu District), Janu-
ary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

As part of its com-
mitment to safeguard
farmers’ rights, the
coalition government
distributed Rajam-
udra Pattadar Pass-
books across the
state, emphasizing
transparency, land se-
curity, and grievance-
free ownership. The
event was held in Vel-
puru village, Shava-
layapuram Mandal,
under the ‘Mee Bhoo-
mi - Mee Hakku’ pro-
gram, with Govern-
ment Chief Whip G.V.
Anjaneyulu as the
chief guest.

Addressing the
gathering, G.V. An-
janeyulu assured
farmers that the coa-
lition government
would remain fully
supportive of the ag-
ricultural communi-
ty, completing re-sur-
veys in all villages
and issuing official
passbooks with the
state seal (Rajam-
udra) to prevent land
disputes. He stressed
that these passbooks
empower farmers as
the legal owners of
their land, in contrast
to the previous ad-
ministration’s prac-
tice of putting per-
sonal photographs on
land documents,

which led to loan re-
jections and owner-
ship challenges. “Un-
der the leadership of
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu,
the government is en-
suring that farmers
receive official Patta-
dar Passbooks, pro-
tecting their rights
and property,” he
said. Highlighting the
scale of the initiative,
he noted that 22 lakh
34 thousand farmers
across Andhra
Pradesh will benefit
from this program,
with 7,000 passbooks
being distributed spe-
cifically in Shava-
layapuram Mandal.
Anjaneyulu fur-
ther explained that
the coalition govern-
ment has repealed the
land titling act intro-
duced by the previous
regime and is remov-
ing five categories of
government-prohibit-
ed lands from the 22-A
list, enabling farmers
to reclaim ownership
rights. He empha-
sized the govern-
ment’s focus on regis-
tering inherited
properties at a nomi-
nal fee of Rs. 100, en-
suring that farmers’
assets are legally rec-
ognized and protect-
ed. During the pro-
gram, the Chief Whip
personally handed
over the new Rajam-

udra Pattadar Pass-
books to beneficiar-
ies, reinforcing the
government’s com-
mitment to grass-
roots empowerment
and transparent gov-
ernance. The event
was attended by sen-
ior officials and local
leaders, including
GDCCB Chairman
Makkena Mallikhar-
juna Rao, Mandal Tel-
ugu Desam Party
President Gunturu
Sambashiva Rao,
ZPTC Para Hyma-
vathi, Shava-
layapuram Society
President Gadpudi
Viswanadha,
Karumanchi Society
President Gopala
Shivayya, State BC
Cell Officer Battula
Venkateswarlu, Sar-
panch Ratnagiri,
MPTC Lingapunnam-
ma Srinivasarao,
along with several
mandal and village-
level officials and
leaders.

Through this ini-
tiative, the coalition
government aims to
ensure that farmers’
land rights are fully
protected, disputes
minimized, and wel-
fare schemes reach
eligible beneficiar-
ies efficiently, dem-
onstrating a model
of transparent and
inclusive
governance.

Cleanliness is the True Spirit of Sankranti:
MLA Chadalawada Aravind Babu Leads
“Swachh Sankranti” Campaign

Narasaraopet, Pal-
nadu District | TPN
Bureau

In a strong message
linking festivals with
hygiene, Narasarao-
pet MLA Dr. Chadala-
wada Aravind Babu
spearheaded the
“Swachh Sankranti —
Swachh Gram Pan-
chayat” initiative in
Jonnalagadda vil-
lage, Narasaraopet
Mandal, on Tuesday.
The program, organ-
ized ahead of the
Sankranti festival,
aimed to sensitize the
public on maintain-
ing cleanliness dur-
ing festivities and
promoting a culture
of sustained civic
responsibility.

MLA Aravind Babu
personally participat-
ed in cleaning public
spaces, removing lit-
ter, and engaging
with villagers to rein-
force the importance
of hygiene. Speaking
to the public, he em-
phasized that cleanli-
ness is not a one-day
affair or solely the
government’s respon-
sibility, but a continu-
ous public movement.
He said, “If every
family maintains the
cleanliness of its sur-
roundings, we can
build a healthier and
safer society for all.”

Highlighting festi-
val-specific concerns,
the MLA warned that
throwing waste indis-
criminately during
celebrations can
quickly pollute roads,
drains, and open are-
as. He urged villagers
to dispose of garbage
only through Pan-
chayat vehicles and

maintain public spac-
es to ensure a safe, hy-
gienic environment
even during festive
cheer.

The program also
saw the distribution
of Rajamudra Patta-
dar Passbooks to
farmers in Jonnala-
gadda village, rein-
forcing the govern-
ment’s commitment
to protecting land
rights and supporting
rural communities.
Through this initia-
tive, the coalition gov-
ernment continues
its focus on transpar-
ent governance and
farmer welfare along-
side social responsi-
bility campaigns.

Dr. Aravind Babu
further stated that
the primary objective
of Swachh Sankranti
is to celebrate festi-
vals with cleanliness
at the forefront, mak-
ing hygiene an inte-
gral part of cultural
practices. “Clean vil-
lages help prevent

diseases and improve
public health,” he
added, encouraging
citizens to take indi-
vidual responsibility
for community
hygiene.

The program re-
ceived enthusiastic
participation from lo-
cal leaders and offi-
cials, including Pal-
nadu District TDP
President Shaik Jani
Saida, District TDP
General Secretary
Nallapati Ramachan-
dra Prasad, MPDO
Krishnakumari, APO
Koteswara Rao, along
with coalition leaders
and active party
workers.

By linking the spir-
it of Sankranti with
cleanliness, the initi-
ative sets a model for
festival celebrations
across the district,
promoting aware-
ness, health, and civ-
ic responsibility in
tandem with govern-
ment welfare
programs.
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The 57th Authority
Meeting of the Capital
Region Development
Authority (CRDA) con-
cluded today, with key
announcements regard-
ingland acquisition, in-
frastructure develop-
ment, and upcoming
projects in Amaravati.
Officials highlighted
the progress of critical
road and urban devel-
opment projects, as well
as steps being taken to
expedite land pooling
for public and private
initiatives.

During the meeting,
CRDA officials and
Minister Narayana ad-

dressed concerns relat-
ed to the Seed Access
Road. Efforts were
made to acquire land
obstructing the road
construction through
pooling; however, cer-
tain landowners did not
come forward voluntar-
ily. To ensure timely
completion, CRDA an-
nounced that the con-
struction of a steel
bridge connecting Seed
Access Road to Man-
galagiri Road is expect-
ed to be completed by
the end of next month.

In addition, the Au-
thority revealed that a
mandatory land acqui-
sition notification will
be issued tomorrow for
approximately 4.5 acres

VIJAYAWADA

that are critical for
completing the project.
Officials emphasized
that this step is being
taken under unavoida-
ble circumstances to
maintain project
timelines.

The meeting also dis-
cussed land pooling for
major infrastructure
projects, including the
railway track, Inner
Ring Road, and Interna-
tional Sports City, span-
ning seven villages.
Land pooling opera-
tions will begin tomor-
row in Endrayi and
Vaddamanu, followed
by other villages in a
phased manner. Offi-
cials assured residents
that basic infrastruc-
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Amaravati: CRDA 57th Authority Meeting Concludes; Land Pooling Initiatives Accelerated

ture and utilities will be
provided promptly in
returnable plots.

CRDA shared de-
tailed figures regarding
the total land under
pooling: Tulluru Man-
dal has 9,097.56 acres of
patta land and 7.01
acres of assigned land,
while Amaravati Man-
dal comprises 7,465
acres of patta land and
97 acres of assigned
land. In total, 16,666.57
acres will be pooled, of
which only 2,500 acres
will remain with the
government for new
projects.

Authorities also con-
firmed that the pooled
land will be utilized for
upcoming projects, in-

cluding designing the
master plan for the
Krishna River sector,
Outer Ring Road, and
National Highway 16
corridor. The move re-
flects the government’s
focus on integrated ur-
ban development and
improving connectivity
while ensuring planned
growth across the Am-
aravati region.
Officials emphasized
that these initiatives
are part of a broader
strategy to create a
modern, sustainable,
and well-connected ur-
ban landscape, while
balancing development
needs with the interests
of landowners and local
communities.

Women Police Sub-Inspector Caught Red-
Handed Accepting Bribe in Kurnool

Vijayawada, Janu-
ary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

In a significant anti-
corruption action, the
Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) of Andhra
Pradesh caught a
Women Police Station
Sub-Inspector red-
handed while demand-
ing and accepting a
bribe in Kurnool
Town. The accused,
Dandagala Kiran
Babu, was arrested to-
day following a com-
plaint lodged by P. Si-
vanagi Reddy, a
resident of Yanakand-
la village, Banagana-
palle mandal, Nandya-
la District.

According to the
ACB, the case against
the Sub-Inspector was
registered under
Crime No. 01/RCT-
KUR/2026 on January
6, 2026, under Section 7
of the Prevention of
Corruption (Amend-
ment 2018) Act, 1988.
The complaint arose
after Kiran Babu alleg-
edly misused his posi-
tion to extort money
from the complainant
and his family.

The incident traces
back to a dowry har-
assment complaint
lodged against Sivana-
gi Reddy and three of
his family members by
the Sub-Inspector.
Kiran Babu reportedly
threatened the family
by falsely claiming
that an attempt-to-
murder case had been
registered against
them. Exploiting their
fear of arrest, he ini-
tially demanded a
bribe of Rs. 60,000, lat-
er reducing it to Rs.
30,000.

Acting on the com-

plaint, ACB officials
laid a trap and caught
Kiran Babu in the act
of demanding and ac-
cepting the bribe at the
complainant’s resi-
dence in Kurnool
Town. The accused
was immediately tak-
en into custody.
Searches are currently
being conducted at
both the accused’s resi-
dence and his office at
the Women Police Sta-
tion in Kurnool. The
arrested Sub-Inspector
is scheduled to be pro-
duced before the
Hon’ble ACB Court,
Kurnool.

Dandagala Kiran
Babu, who joined the
Andhra Pradesh Po-
lice as a Sub-Inspector
in 2012, has served in

multiple police sta-
tions across Kurnool
district, including Aas-
pari, II, III, IV Town
Police Stations, and
other local units. He
has been posted at the
Women Police Station
in Kurnool since April
21, 2025.

The ACB has ap-
pealed to citizens to re-
port any incidents of
bribery or corruption
to district ACB offic-
ers, via the toll-free
number 1064, mobile
number 94404 40057, or
email at complaints-
acb@ap.gov.in.

This swift action un-
derscores the ACB’s
commitment to curb-
ing corruption and
holding public officials
accountable.

Avakai: Amaravati Festival of Cinema, Gulture and
Literature to Transform Vijayawada Riverfront

Vijayawada, January
6, 2026 | TPN Bureau

The Government of
Andhra Pradesh will
host Avakai: Amaravati
Festival of Cinema, Cul-
ture and Literature, a
three-day cultural ex-
travaganza from 8th to
10th January 2026 at
Punnami Ghat and
Bhavani Island, Vi-
jayawada. The festival,
designed as an open, in-
clusive riverfront event,
aims to blend cinema,
literature, music, dance,
and theatre into the pub-
lic sphere, fostering di-
rect engagement be-
tween artists and
audiences along the sce-
nic banks of the Krishna
River.

Conceived under the
leadership of Hon’ble
Chief Minister Shri N.
Chandrababu Naidu,
and organized by the
Andhra Pradesh Tour-
ism Authority, Avakai is
produced by Teamwork
Arts and powered by
KIA. The festival is free
to the public, with prior
registration encouraged
through www.avakaifes-
tival.com.

The event opens on
Thursday, 8th January at
Punnami Ghat with a vi-
brant Opening Proces-
sion featuring giant pup-
pets, Teen Maar
drummers, and bagpip-
ers, followed by evening
music performances,
ceremonial rituals, and
the inauguration of the
House Boat. The
Pr rambh tsavam will be
attended by key dignitar-
ies including Hon’ble
Deputy Chief Minister
ShriPawan Kalyan, Min-
ister for Tourism & Cul-
ture Shri Kandula

Durgesh, and EU Am-
bassador H.E. Hervé Del-
phin. Opening perfor-
mances include Her
Frames, Her Fire by
Omaggio Performing
Company and Love Sto-
ry — A Musical, specially
curated for the festival.

On Friday, 9th Janu-
ary, Bhavani Island will
host conversations,
workshops, and panel
discussions. Highlights
include Pure Evil: Anti-
Heroes of Cinema with
S. Hussain Zaidi, Yanda-
muri Veerendranath,
and Sudhir Mishra, and
Cinema in the Age of
OTT, featuring industry
leaders such as Leena
Yadav, Shibasish Sarkar,
and Sunil Chainani. Per-
formances include
Katha Kalakshepam:
Timeless Tales through
Music and Word by Sto-
ryHour UK, along with
Carnatic music,
Kuchipudi dance-thea-
tre, and the Mehfil-e-
Sukhan: A Mushaira
Experience.

The final day, Satur-
day, 10th January, will
feature workshops on
Telugu storytelling, cin-
ema journalism, transla-
tion, and literature.
Evening performances
at Punnami Ghat in-
clude Chowraasta Live,
Natasarvabhowma NTR
—Homage to the Vishwa-
roopam of Acting, and a
grand finale concert by
Javed Ali, concluding
the festival with a vi-
brant celebration of cul-
ture and the arts.

Avakai aims not only
to showcase artistic ex-
cellence but also to cre-
ate immersive experi-
ences, including
interactive installations
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cultural exchange and
creative dialogue.

Visakhapatnam to Host First-Ever ‘SIMA Professional Beauty Expo’
Showcasing Global Standards in Beauty and Wellness

Visakhapatnam, Janu-
ary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

Visakhapatnam is set
to witness its first-ever
‘SIMA - Professional
Beauty Expo’, a premier
exhibition introducing
international standards
in beauty and wellness
to the city’s residents.
Scheduled for January
25 and 26, 2026 at Port Ka-
lavani, the event prom-
ises a grand celebration
of cosmetics, skincare,
haircare, and wellness
services, combining ex-
hibitions, workshops,
and live demonstrations.
The official poster of the
expo was unveiled on
Tuesday evening at Su-
preme Hotel on Beach
Road by former Deputy
Mayor Dadi Satyanaray-
ana. Speaking on the oc-
casion, he expressed de-
light that a prestigious
event, previously limit-
ed to metro cities, is be-

ing organized in Vi-
sakhapatnam for the
first time. Highlighting
the expo’s significance,
he said it would bring to-
gether international
beauty experts, re-
nowned brands, and dis-
tributors under a single
roof, providing exposure
to cutting-edge develop-
ments in the beauty and
wellness sector.

Expo organizer Mok-
sha explained that the
event will showcase lat-
est innovations and
products in beauty and
wellness, including skin-
care solutions, haircare,
cosmetics, nail care, and
spa services. A variety
of exhibition stalls will
offer visitors a firsthand
experience of premium
beauty products, while
specialized workshops
led by experts will pro-
vide opportunities for at-
tendees to learn profes-
sional techniques and

emerging trends. Mok-

sha emphasized that the

expo is also aimed at em-

powering women

through beauty courses,
helping them gain pro-
fessional skills and em-
ployment opportunities
in the growing beauty
sector. She added that in-
tegrating such courses
into formal training pro-
grams could further en-
hance skill development
in the industry. The
launch event was attend-
ed by notable personali-
ties, including film pro-
ducer and actor R.V.V.
Satyanarayana, BNAAP
Director Jasmine, Gee-
tha Gowda, and actor
Raviteja, who highlight-
ed the expo’s potential to
transform Visakhapat-
nam’s beauty industry.
The participants ex-
pressed optimism that
the event would inject
new energy into the lo-
cal beauty and wellness
ecosystem, encouraging
entrepreneurship, inno-
vation, and professional
training. Set against the

backdrop of the city’s
emerging cosmopolitan
culture, the SIMA Pro-
fessional Beauty Expo
aims to serve as a plat-
form for knowledge ex-
change, business net-
working, and skill
enhancement, bridging
global trends with local
opportunities. Visitors
can expect not just prod-
uct displays but also in-
teractive sessions, live
demonstrations, and
hands-on experiences,
making it an unmissable
event for beauty enthu-
siasts, professionals,
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs alike. With its
combination of interna-
tional standards, expert
guidance, and profes-
sional training opportu-
nities, the expo is poised
to position Visakhapat-
nam on the map of In-
dia’s beauty and well-
ness industry for years
to come.
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TPN Bureau, East Go-
davari, January 6, 2026

Development activi-
ties in Anaparthi con-
stituency are gathering
pace, with several infra-
structure and welfare
projects inaugurated by
Rajahmundry MP K.
Purandeswari and Ana-
parthi MLA Nallamilli
Ramakrishna Reddy.
The leaders jointly
flagged off multiple
works aimed at improv-
ing connectivity, sup-
porting farmers, and en-
hancing rural
livelihoods.

In Kapavaram village
of Bikkavolu mandal,
the leaders inaugurated
several CC roads con-
structed under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment

Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), with a to-
tal investment of ap-
proximately 40.60 lakh.
The event was attended
by NDA coalition lead-
ers, local representa-
tives, and party work-
ers. Speaking on the
occasion, the leaders
noted that the projects
fulfilled long-standing
demands of the local
residents and marked a
significant step toward
better infrastructure in
the region.

Another major devel-
opment was the approv-
al and commencement
of a halt for the Janma-
bhumi Express at Ana-
parthi railway station.
Both MP Purandeswari
and MLA Ramakrishna
Reddy expressed delight
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at this achievement,
which they said would
greatly benefit passen-
gers from the constitu-
ency. They extended
their gratitude to Union
Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi, railway officials,
and retired railway per-
sonnel for their support
in approving the train
halt.

The leaders then vis-
ited Balabhadrapuram
village to inaugurate
multiple initiatives, in-

cluding animal sheds
constructed under
MGNREGS and the dis-
tribution of new land-
holder passbooks to
farmers. CC roads and
drainage systems, com-
pleted at an estimated
cost of 40 lakh, were

also inaugurated to en-
hance village
infrastructure.

In Marripudi village
of Rangampet mandal,
development works con-
tinued with the founda-
tion laying for animal
sheds under MGN-
REGS. The leaders also
inaugurated BT roads
costing 1.20 crore and
CCroads worth 301lakh,
aimed at improving ru-
ral connectivity and
supporting local agri-
cultural activities.

MP Purandeswari
and MLA Ramakrishna
Reddy emphasized that
the government is com-
mitted to comprehen-
sive village develop-
ment, including the
provision of basic
amenities, livelihood
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MP Purandeswari and MLARamakrishna Reddy Inaugurate Development Projects inAnaparthi GConstituency

support, and welfare
programs for farmers
and laborers. They as-
sured residents that
similar initiatives
would continue across
the constituency, rein-
forcing the focus on in-
clusive growth and sus-
tainable development.

>
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The combined efforts
of local leaders and gov-
ernment agencies un-
derscore a renewed
push to strengthen in-
frastructure, empower
rural communities, and
ensure that develop-
ment reaches every cor-
ner of Anaparthi.
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Mauritius

TPN Bureau, Sri Kala-
hasti, January 6, 2026: The
President of Mauritius,
Dharam Bir Gokul, along
with his family; paid a cer-
emonial visit to the re-
nowned Sri Kalahas-
teeswara Swamy Temple
in Sri Kalahasti on Tues-
day. The visit marked a sig-
nificant cultural and reli-
gious exchange, reflecting
the strong ties between
India and Mauritius.

The presidential entou-
rage wasreceived with tra-
ditional honors by promi-
nent local dignitaries,
including Sri Kalahasti
MLA Bojjala Sudheer Red-
dy and his spouse, Temple
Trust Board Chairman
Kotte Sai Prasad, Temple
Executive Officer T. Bap-
ireddy, BJP State Vice
President Kola Anand,
and other temple officials.
The guests were welcomed
with a purnakumbha
(holy pot) ritual, a custom-
ary gesture of respect and
auspiciousness in South
Indian temples.

During the visit, the
Mauritius President and

President Visits Sri Kalahasti Temple in
Tirupati District

his family undertook a
tour of the sanctum sanc-
torum, followed by vedic
blessings from the temple
priests. The dignitaries
were offered teertha pras-
adam (holy water and of-
ferings), as part of the tra-
ditional reception. Temple
authorities emphasized
that the visit fostered spir-
itual goodwill and cultural
bonding between India
and Mauritius.

The ceremony saw the
participation of several
Temple Trust Board mem-
bers, including Sri Gurra-
ppa Shetty, Sri Gopinath,
Sri Raghavayya, and Smt.
Ch. Shailaja, along with
the temple AEOs, Mohan
and Shvidyasagar Reddy:.
The officials coordinated
the event to ensure proper
adherence toreligious pro-
tocols while extending a
warm welcome to the in-
ternational guests.

Temple authorities de-
scribed the visit as an im-
portant occasion, high-
lighting Sri Kalahasti’s
significance as a center of
devotion and cultural her-

/.

itage. The event also pro-
vided an opportunity for
Mauritius’ President to
experience local rituals
and the spiritual ambi-
ance of one of Andhra
Pradesh’s most revered
temples.

Expressing their grati-

tude, the temple manage-
ment and officials con-
veyed hopes that such
visits would continue to
strengthen religious, cul-
tural, and people-to-people
ties between the two
nations.

The visit of Mauritius’

President to Sri Kalahasti
underscores the temple’s
stature as a global spiritu-
al destination and reflects
the growing interest of in-
ternational dignitaries in
India’s rich cultural
traditions.

Visakhapatnam to Host First-Ever ‘SIMA Professional Beauty

Expo’ Showcasing Global Standards in Beauty and Wellness

Visakhapatnam is set
to witness its first-ever
‘SIMA - Professional
Beauty Expo’, a premier
exhibition introducing
international standards
in beauty and wellness
to the city’s residents.
Scheduled for January
25 and 26, 2026 at Port
Kalavani, the event
promises a grand cele-
bration of cosmetics, sk-
incare, haircare, and
wellness services, com-
bining exhibitions,
workshops, and live
demonstrations.

The official poster of
the expo was unveiled
on Tuesday evening at
Supreme Hotel on Beach
Road by former Deputy
Mayor Dadi Satyanaray-
ana. Speaking on the oc-
casion, he expressed de-
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light that a prestigious
event, previously limit-
ed to metro cities, is be-
ing organized in Vi-
sakhapatnam for the
first time. Highlighting
the expo’s significance,
he said it would bring
together international
beauty experts, re-
nowned brands, and dis-
tributors under a single
roof, providing expo-
sure to cutting-edge de-
velopments in the beau-
ty and wellness sector.
Expo organizer Mok-
sha explained that the
event will showcase lat-
est innovations and
products in beauty and
wellness, including sk-
incare solutions, hair-
care, cosmetics, nail
care, and spa services. A
variety of exhibition

stalls will offer visitors
a firsthand experience
of premium beauty
products, while special-
ized workshops led by
experts will provide op-
portunities for attend-
ees to learn professional
techniques and emerg-
ing trends.

Moksha emphasized
that the expo is also
aimed at empowering
women through beauty
courses, helping them
gain professional skills
and employment oppor-
tunities in the growing
beauty sector. She added
that integrating such
courses into formal
training programs could
further enhance skill de-
velopment in the
industry.

The launch event was

attended by notable per-
sonalities, including
film producer and actor
R.V.V. Satyanarayana,
BNAAP Director Jas-
mine, Geetha Gowda,
and actor Raviteja, who
highlighted the expo’s
potential to transform
Visakhapatnam’s beau-
ty industry. The partici-
pants expressed opti-
mism that the event
would inject new energy
into the local beauty and
wellness ecosystem, en-
couraging entrepre-
neurship, innovation,
and professional
training.

Set against the back-
drop of the city’s emerg-
ing cosmopolitan cul-
ture, the SIMA
Professional Beauty
Expo aims to serve as a

platform for knowledge
exchange, business net-
working, and skill en-
hancement, bridging
global trends with local
opportunities. Visitors
can expect not just prod-
uct displays but also in-
teractive sessions, live
demonstrations, and
hands-on experiences,
making it an unmissa-
ble event for beauty en-
thusiasts, professionals,
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs alike.

With its combination
of international stand-
ards, expert guidance,
and professional train-
ing opportunities, the
expo is poised to posi-
tion Visakhapatnam on
the map of India’s beau-
ty and wellness industry
for years to come.

State Food Commission Member Kantarao Conducts Surprise
Inspection, Warns of Strict Action Over School Meals

Srikakulam, Janu-
ary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

In a surprise in-
spection, State Food
Commission member
Kantarao visited sev-
eral schools in Sri-
kakulam district on
Tuesday evening,
warning that strict ac-
tion would be taken
against officials if
students are not pro-
vided nutritious
meals as per the gov-
ernment-prescribed
menu. His inspections
covered Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Gurukula
School and College in
Peddapadu, Gurukula
School in Echerla,
and the AP Model
School in Kuppili.

During the visit,
Kantarao conducted
face-to-face interac-
tions with students to
understand their con-
cerns. Students at
Peddapadu Gurukula,
which has 548 en-
rolled students, high-
lighted ongoing issues
with drinking water
quality that have per-
sisted over the past
few years. Responding
to these concerns,
Kantarao spoke with
both teaching and
non-teaching staff to
gauge the seriousness
of the problem.

He then inspected

the kitchen facilities,
instructing staff to
ensure that all food
containers are prop-
erly sealed and that
cleanliness and hy-
giene are strictly
maintained. He per-
sonally verified the
storage areas and
stock registers to con-
firm that proper re-
cords and protocols
were being followed.
Addressing the stu-
dents directly, Kanta-
rao said, “I also stud-
ied in a government
school. You must
achieve higher posi-
tions than I did. If
there is any problem
with meals, you can
report directly to me.”
He even shared his
personal contact num-
ber with students, en-
couraging them to
communicate issues
without hesitation.
During the inspec-
tion at Echerla Gu-
rukula School, Kanta-
rao identified
discrepancies in
menu implementa-
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tion, noting that
meals were being
served in smaller
quantities than pre-
scribed. He ques-
tioned school officials
and stressed that
there must be no laxi-
ty in providing tasty
and nutritious meals
to students.

The inspection was
attended by school
principals, wardens,
revenue officials, and
staff members, who
were briefed on the
importance of adher-
ing strictly to the gov-
ernment-mandated
menu and maintain-
ing high standards of
hygiene and food
quality.

Kantarao’s surprise
visit underscores the
government’s com-
mitment to ensuring
quality mid-day meals
for students, while
sending a clear mes-
sage to officials that
negligence or devia-
tion from prescribed
norms will not be
tolerated.

Pedakurapadu (Pal-
nadu District), Janu-
ary 6, 2026 | TPN
Bureau

As part of his ongo-
ing ‘100 Days, 100 Vil-
lages’ outreach pro-
gram, Pedakurapadu
MLA Bhashyam
Praveen visited Pesa-
padu village in Krosu-
ru Mandal on the 31st
day of the initiative to
interact directly with
residents, address
grievances, and over-
see the implementa-
tion of welfare
schemes.

During the visit, the
MLA inaugurated a
Gokulam shed worth
Rs. 2 lakh, sanctioned
at 50% subsidy, aimed
at supporting local
farmers. He empha-
sized the importance
of prompt problem
resolution and direct-
ed relevant officials to
take immediate action
on issues raised by the
villagers. Revenue of-
ficers were instructed
toresolve online griev-
ances efficiently to en-
sure that citizens do
not face delays in ac-
cessing government
services.

Highlighting the
success of the coali-
tion government’s wel-
fare initiatives, MLA
Praveen stated that
residents were satis-

fied with the govern-

ance model, which fo-
cuses on grassroots
problem-solving and
infrastructure devel-
opment. As part of the
program, he personal-
ly distributed pass-
books with royal seals
to farmers of Krosuru
Mandal, reinforcing
the government’s com-
mitment to protecting
farmers’ property and
ensuring that benefits
reach eligible recipi-
ents without interfer-
ence. He also criticized
attempts by previous
administrations to at-
tach personal images
on official documents,
emphasizing the cur-
rent government’s fo-
cus on transparency
and citizen rights.
MLA Praveen inter-
acted with villagers,
listening to concerns
regarding roads,
drainage, and other
basic amenities. He di-
rected authorities to
prioritize infrastruc-
ture development, im-
prove accessibility,
and ensure that wel-
fare schemes are deliv-
ered effectively and
equitably. Following
the public interac-
tions, the MLA held a
meeting with local sec-
retariat staff, issuing
guidelines for timely
grievance redressal
and effective coordina-
tion with village

MLA Bhashyam Praveen Continues ‘100 Days, 100 Villages’
Tour, Distributes Passhooks and Addresses Local Issues

leaders.

He also met local
party functionaries
and residents individ-
ually, assuring them
that any problems
brought to his atten-
tion would be resolved
promptly. The pro-
gram aimed to
strengthen govern-
ment-citizen engage-
ment, improve the de-
livery of welfare
schemes, and foster
collaborative work be-
tween officials, party
leaders, and the
community.

The day-long visit
included participation
from Mandal Telugu
Desam Party Presi-
dents Mogel Jan, Kan-
chetiSai, MRO V.V. Na-
garaju, MDO Ravi
Kumar, Munnem
Srinu, Nalajala
Koteshwar Rao, Kan-
cheti Narasimha Rao,
and other local lead-
ers, who accompanied
the MLA during the
outreach.

MLA Praveen’s con-
tinued tour reaffirms
the government’s com-
mitment to grassroots
governance, ensuring
that welfare schemes,
infrastructure im-
provements, and citi-
zen grievances are ad-
dressed efficiently
across Palnadu dis-
trict villages.
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Konaseema’s Silent Risk: What Repeated Blowouts
Reveal Ahout Development, Safety, and Accountability
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Konaseema has long
been celebrated as one of
Andhra Pradesh’s most
fertile and culturally rich
regions. Crisscrossed by
the Godavari’s branches,
it represents agricultural
prosperity, ecological bal-
ance, and a deeply rooted
rural way of life. Yet be-
neath this serene surface
lies a history of industri-
al risk that has repeated-
ly disrupted lives and
challenged the idea of
safe development. Over
the past several decades,
blowouts, gas leaks, and
explosions linked to oil,
gas, and related infra-
structure have occurred
with troubling regularity.
These incidents are not
merely technical fail-
ures; they are warnings
that demand deeper re-
flection on how develop-
ment is planned, regulat-
ed, and sustained.

The discovery and ex-
ploitation of hydrocar-
bons in the Krishna-Go-
davari basin brought
Konaseema into the na-
tional energy map. Oil
and gas exploration
promised economic
growth, energy security;,
and employment. Drill-
ing rigs rose alongside
coconut groves, and pipe-
lines cut across paddy
fields. For policymakers
and corporations, this co-
existence appeared man-
ageable. For residents,
however, it meant living
next to invisible but ever-
present danger. Each in-
cident, whether large or
small, reinforced the un-
easy truth that industrial

risk had become part of
daily life.

Early blowouts in the
1990s signaled that Kona-
seema’s subsurface geol-
ogy was complex and vol-
atile. Pressurized gas
zones, if not handled
with extreme precision,
could overwhelm even so-
phisticated equipment.
These early events should
have served as founda-
tional lessons, prompting

long-term investments in
safety systems, independ-
ent oversight, and com-
munity preparedness. In-
stead, responses often
focused on containment
and restoration, treating
each incident as an ex-
ception rather than a
symptom of systemic
vulnerability.

The Pasarlapudi blow-

out in the mid-1990s
marked a defining mo-
ment. The scale and dura-
tion of that event shocked
not only Andhra Pradesh
but the entire country.
For weeks, flames domi-
nated the skyline, forcing
thousands to flee and
leaving a trail of fear and
uncertainty. While the
absence of fatalities was
remarkable, the broader
consequences were pro-

found. Agriculture was
disrupted, livelihoods
stalled, and an entire gen-
eration of villagers grew
up with memories of
evacuation and fire. The
incident exposed the gap
between industrial ambi-
tion and ground-level
safety, a gap that has nev-
er been fully closed.
Subsequent incidents,

though sometimes small-
er in scale, reinforced the
same message. Each new
gas leak or blowout reo-
pened old wounds and
raised fresh questions.
Were safety protocols tru-
ly improving, or were
they merely sufficient to
prevent the worst-case
scenario? Were lessons
being institutionalized,
or were they fading as
memories dimmed? The
recurrence of incidents
suggested that progress
was uneven and fragile.
The tragedy of pipeline
explosions added another
layer to Konaseema’s risk
profile. Unlike drilling
sites, pipelines run si-
lently through villages,
farms, and waterways.
Their presence is often
normalized, their dan-
gers underestimated.
When a pipeline fails, the
consequences are sudden
and devastating. Loss of
life, destruction of
homes, and irreversible
trauma reveal how dan-
gerous complacency can
be. Such incidents high-
light that industrial safe-
ty is not limited to active
operations; it extends to
maintenance, monitor-
ing, and the lifecycle of
infrastructure.

What makes Konasee-
ma’s experience particu-
larly concerning is the
density of human habita-
tion. This is not an iso-
lated industrial zone but
a living, breathing land-
scape where families de-
pend on the land and wa-
ter. Safety buffers that
might exist on paper are
difficult to enforce on the

ground. Yet this reality
should compel greater
caution, not resignation.
When development en-
croaches upon everyday
life, the responsibility to
ensure safety multiplies.

Another emerging con-
cern is the expanding
scope of risk. Recent gas
eruptions from borewells
demonstrate that danger
is no longer confined to
formal industrial opera-
tions. As groundwater ex-
traction deepens and
land use intensifies, the
possibility of accidental-
ly intersecting gas-bear-
ing formations increases.
This blurs the line be-
tween industrial and
non-industrial activity,
making safety a shared
concern rather than a
specialized one.

At the heart of these
recurring incidents lies a
governance challenge. In-
dustrial safety demands
proactive regulation, con-
tinuous monitoring, and
strict accountability. Yet
enforcement often strug-
gles against institutional
inertia, resource con-
straints, and competing
priorities. Investigations
may follow major inci-
dents, but their findings
rarely translate into vis-
ible, lasting reform. With-
out transparency and
public scrutiny, safety
measures risk becoming
procedural rather than
practical.

Corporate responsibil-
ity also warrants closer
examination. Companies
operating in high-risk re-
gions must recognize
that compliance with
minimum standards is
not enough. Ethical re-
sponsibility extends to
anticipating risks, engag-
ing with communities,
and investing in preven-
tive measures even when
they are costly. Trust is
built not through assur-
ances after an incident,
but through consistent
action before one occurs.

The human dimension
of these incidents de-
serves greater attention.
Beyond physical harm
and economic loss lies
psychological impact. Re-
peated exposure to dan-
ger erodes a community’s
sense of security. Chil-
dren grow up associating
their home with hazard.
Farmers worry about
land value and crop safe-
ty. Such intangible losses

rarely appear in compen-
sation calculations, yet
they shape the social fab-
ric of the region.
Environmental conse-
quences further compli-
cate the picture. Gas
leaks and fires release
pollutants into the air
and may affect soil and
water quality. Even when
damage appears tempo-
rary, cumulative effects
can alter ecosystems over
time. In a delta region de-
pendent on agriculture
and fisheries, environ-
mental disruption direct-
ly threatens livelihoods.
The path forward re-
quires a shift in perspec-
tive. Safety cannot be
treated as a technical
add-on to development;
it must be its founda-
tion. This means in-
vesting in modern
monitoring systems,
replacing aging infra-
structure, and conduct-
ing regular, independ-
ent safety audits. It also
means empowering lo-
cal administrations
with the resources and

authority needed to act
decisively.

Community involve-
ment is equally crucial.
Residents should not be
passive recipients of in-
formation after an inci-
dent; they should be ac-
tive participants in
preparedness. Aware-
ness programs, evacua-
tion drills, and clear
communication chan-
nels can transform vul-
nerability into resil-
ience. When people
understand risks and re-
sponses, panic gives way
to preparedness.

Konaseema’s experi-
ence also offers lessons
beyond regional bounda-
ries. As India expands its
energy infrastructure,
many rural and semi-
urban areas will face
similar challenges. The
question is not whether
development should oc-
cur, but how it should oc-
cur. A model that sacri-
fices safety for speed
ultimately undermines
both economic and social
goals.

The repeated incidents
in Konaseema serve as
reminders that develop-
ment without accounta-
bility is incomplete. Each
blowout or explosion is
not just a technical fail-
ure but a moment of
reckoning. It asks wheth-
er lessons have truly
been learned and wheth-
er human well-being is
genuinely prioritized.

A future where Kona-
seema thrives without
fear is possible, but it re-
quires sustained commit-
ment. Regulators must
enforce, companies must
invest responsibly, and
communities must be en-
gaged as partners. Only
through such a collective
approach can the region
move beyond a cycle of
incident and response to-
ward lasting safety.

Konaseema’s green
fields and flowing waters
symbolize continuity
and life. Protecting them,
and the people who de-
pend on them, is not an
obstacle to development
but its true measure.
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obbying Exposed Amid

India’s Operation Sindoor

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is reportedly seriously
exploring an electoral alli-
ance with actor-politician Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK) in Tamil Nadu,
according to party sources.
The development comes as the
BJP looks to strengthen its po-
litical footprint in the state
ahead of the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections scheduled
later this year.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, during his recent visit
to Tamil Nadu, addressed a
BJP core committee meeting

where he emphasised that the
party should focus on win-
ning elections rather than
merely putting up a symbolic
fight. Sources present at the
meeting said Shah encour-
aged state leaders to think
strategically and remain open
to alliances that could consol-
idate anti-DMK votes.

Vijay, one of Tamil cinema’s
biggest stars, launched TVK
recently, positioning it as a
party focused on clean gov-
ernance and social justice.
His popularity among youth
and urban voters has made

him a significant political fac-
tor, even before his party con-
tests its first major election.
Political observers believe an
alliance between the BJP and
TVK could help the national
party overcome its traditional
weaknesses in Tamil Nadu,
where regional parties
dominate.

However, such an alliance
would not be without chal-
lenges. The BJP’s ideological
positioning at the national
level may not fully align with
Tamil Nadu’s regional politi-
cal sentiments. Vijay, on the

other hand, has been cautious
about being seen as aligned
too closely with any national
party, preferring to project an
independent image.

At present, discussions are
said to be at an exploratory
stage, with no formal an-
nouncement made by either
party. Analysts believe the
coming months will be cru-
cial in determining whether
political pragmatism out-
weighs ideological differ-
ences, potentially reshaping
Tamil Nadu’s political
landscape.

Mustafizur Rahman: From Humble Beginnings To
Political Crossfire

Mustafizur Rahman’s jour-
ney from a small village in
Bangladesh’s Satkhira district
to becoming one of world
cricket’s most skilful pacers is
a story of talent, perseverance,
and quiet determination.
Known for his deceptive cut-
ters and calm demeanour,
Mustafizur has rarely courted
controversy—until geopoliti-

cal tensions thrust him unwill-
ingly into the spotlight.

Born in Tetulia, near the In-
dia-Bangladesh border,
Mustafizur initially dreamed
of being a batsman. Encour-
aged by his cricket-loving
farmer father, he travelled long
distances to train at a local
academy. Coaches soon noticed
his exceptional wrist move-

ment, arare asset that later de-
fined his bowling success.
Despite lacking raw pace, his
off-cutters troubled the world’s
best batters, earning him IPL
contracts and international ac-
claim. However, recent politi-
cal tensions between India and
Bangladesh have led to his IPL
exclusion, turning him into an
unintended casualty of diplo-

matic fallout.

His story illustrates how
modern sport is increasingly
entangled with politics, where
athletes can become symbols
or victims of forces beyond
their control. Mustafizur’s
case raises uncomfortable
questions about fairness, play-
er rights, and the politicisation
of sport.

Peace Advocacy With Pakistan Not Sedition, Rules Himachal
Pradesh High Court

The Himachal Pradesh High
Court has delivered a signifi-
cant ruling by observing that
advocating peace and an end to
hostilities between India and
Pakistan cannot amount to se-
dition. The judgment came
while granting bail to Ab-
hishek Singh Bhardwaj, ac-
cused of posting online con-
tent allegedly sympathetic to
Pakistan.

Justice Rakesh Kainthla not-
ed that expressing a desire for
peace, unity across religions,
and criticism of war does not
threaten the sovereignty or in-
tegrity of India. The court em-
phasised that dissent and dia-
logue are fundamental
democratic values.

The accused had allegedly
shared images of weapons, Pa-
kistan’s flag, and chats criticis-
ing Operation Sindoor. How-
ever, the court found no direct
incitement to violence or anti-

national activity.

The ruling reinforces consti-
tutional protections for free
speech and clarifies the limits
of sedition laws. It comes amid

broader national debates on
balancing national security
with civil liberties.

The judgment is likely to be
cited in future cases involving

online expression, highlight-
ing the judiciary’s role in safe-
guarding democratic freedoms
while upholding the rule of
law.
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Massive Electoral Roll Revisionin
Uttar Pradesh Raises Questions
On Voter Inclusion

UP SIR Draft electoral roll
out: 2.89 Crore voter names

deleted, highest in India

The Election Commission
of India’s draft electoral
roll for Uttar Pradesh, re-
leased after the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR), has
revealed the removal of an
unprecedented 2.89 crore
voters from the state’s elec-
toral list. This large-scale
revision has drawn nation-
al attention given Uttar
Pradesh’s status as India’s
most populous state and its
critical role in determin-
ing national political
outcomes.

According to the Election
Commission, of the voters
removed, approximately
2.17 crore individuals were
classified as having moved
to other locations, 46.23 lakh
were identified as deceased,
and 25.47 lakh were found to
be registered in more than
one constituency. The maxi-
mum deletions were report-
ed from urban centres, par-
ticularly Lucknow. The
final electoral roll is sched-
uled for publication on

March 6.

At the time the SIR was
announced on October 27,
2025, Uttar Pradesh had
around 15.44 crore regis-
tered voters. As part of the
exercise, Booth Level Offic-
ers (BLOs) conducted door-
to-door verification using
individual enumeration
forms printed for every vot-
er. Out of the total elector-
ate, around 12.55 crore
forms were collected, ac-
counting for 81.03 percent
coverage. However, forms
from nearly 18.7 percent of
voters were not returned,
leading to their exclusion
from the draft rolls.

The process was extended
three times amid concerns
raised by political parties
and civil society groups
over the scale and speed of
deletions. Critics argue that
logistical challenges, mi-
grant populations, urban
mobility, and lack of aware-
ness may have contributed
to non-submission of forms

rather than genuine ineligi-
bility. There are fears that
vulnerable sections such as
migrant workers, the urban
poor, and elderly voters may
have been disproportionate-
ly affected.

The Election Commission
maintains that the revision
was necessary to ensure ac-
curacy, remove duplicate
entries, and strengthen
electoral integrity. Officials
emphasised that voters
whose names have been de-
leted can still file claims
and objections before the fi-
nal list is published.

This exercise has reo-
pened debates around bal-
ancing electoral roll accu-
racy with voter inclusion.
While periodic revisions
are essential for democratic
credibility, the scale of dele-
tions highlights the need for
improved outreach, trans-
parency, and grievance re-
dressal mechanisms to pre-
vent disenfranchisement in
future revisions.

Communal Unrest In Nepal Prompts
India To Seal Border And Heighten

Communal violence in
southern Nepal has trig-
gered a major security re-
sponse from India, includ-
ing the complete sealing of
the India-Nepal border in
sensitive areas. The unrest
began in Nepal’s Parsa and
Dhanusha districts after a
video containing allegedly
offensive religious content
went viral on social media.

The situation escalated
rapidly in Birgunj, near Bi-
har’s Raxaul district, where
protests turned violent fol-
lowing the vandalism of a
mosque in Kamala Munici-
pality. Authorities imposed
a curfew in Birgunj as dem-
onstrators clashed with po-
lice, pelted stones, and van-
dalised public property.

Security

Tear gas was used to control
crowds.

Given the proximity to the
Indian border and fears of
spillover violence, India’s
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
sealed all border crossings
except for emergency ser-
vices. Security was inten-
sified at the Maitri Bridge
and other vulnerable
points, with dog squads
and enhanced patrolling
deployed.

The unrest highlights the
fragile communal balance
in border regions and the
role of social media in rap-
idly inflaming tensions. In-
dian authorities are particu-
larly concerned about
illegal crossings, refugee
movement, and the poten-

tial for extremist elements
to exploit instability.
Indian migrant workers
employed in Nepal have be-
gun returning home, citing
shutdowns of markets and
fear of violence. The inci-
dent underscores the deep
interdependence of border
communities and how inter-
nal disturbances in one
country can have immediate
cross-border implications.
Diplomatically, the situ-
ation tests India-Nepal re-
lations, which are rooted
in open borders and peo-
ple-to-people ties. It also
highlights the growing
challenge of managing
communal harmony in an
era of instant digital
communication.
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Swiss Bar Fire Exposes Serious
Failures In Safety Oversight And
Local Governance

The deadly fire at Le Constella-
tion ski bar in Crans-Montana,
Switzerland, which killed 40 people
and injured 116, has exposed grave
shortcomings in safety enforcement
and municipal oversight. Authori-
ties confirmed that the venue had
not undergone mandatory safety in-
spections for five years, despite reg-
ulations requiring annual checks.

Crans-Montana Mayor Nicolas
Feraud publicly acknowledged the
failure and apologised to victims’
families, stating that the local coun-
cil accepts responsibility. However,
his admission that he had “no an-
swer” for why inspections were
missed has intensified public out-
rage. The revelation that just five
inspectors were responsible for
monitoring over 10,000 buildings
highlights structural deficiencies
in enforcement capacity.

The fire, which occurred during
New Year celebrations, is believed
to have been caused by sparklers ig-
niting sound-proofing material on
the ceiling. Sparklers had been
widely used and even promoted on

social media by the bar, raising seri-
ous questions about why authori-
ties failed to intervene despite vis-
ible warning signs.

Swiss prosecutors have launched
a criminal investigation, charging
the bar’s French managers with
manslaughter by negligence, bodily
harm by negligence, and negligent
arson. Questions also remain about
overcrowding, as the venue report-
edly exceeded legal capacity
limits.

In response, local authorities
have banned sparklers in entertain-
ment venues and ordered a full ex-
ternal safety audit of all bars and
clubs in the region. The tragedy has
sparked a nationwide debate in
Switzerland about regulatory en-
forcement, accountability of elect-
ed officials, and the dangers of com-
placency in public safety
governance.

The incident underscores how
even countries known for strong
governance systems are vulnerable
to catastrophic failures when over-
sight mechanisms weaken.

Suspicious Crypto Betting
On Maduro Capture Raises
Alarms Over Insider Trading

The revelation that an anonymous
crypto gambler made over $436,000 by
betting on Nicolas Maduro’s capture
before it was officially announced has
triggered global concerns about insid-
er trading and regulatory gaps in pre-
diction markets. The bets were placed
on Polymarket, a crypto-based plat-
form that allows users to wager on po-
litical outcomes.

Data shows that odds of Maduro’s
removal surged hours before Presi-
dent Trump publicly confirmed the
operation, suggesting access to mate-
rial non-public information. Experts
argue the timing and scale of the bets
resemble classic insider trading pat-
terns, even though prediction markets
currently operate in aregulatory grey
area.

The incident has prompted US law-
makers to act. Congressman Ritchie
Torres introduced legislation seeking
to ban government employees from

participating in prediction markets
where they may possess privileged in-
formation. This reflects growing con-
cern that unregulated platforms could
undermine national security and pub-
lic trust.

Prediction markets have exploded
in popularity, attracting hundreds of
millions of dollars in wagers during
recent US elections. Unlike stock mar-
kets, however, they lack robust over-
sight mechanisms, making enforce-
ment difficult. The involvement of
Donald Trump Jr in advisory roles at
major platforms has further compli-
cated public perception.

The case raises urgent questions
about transparency, ethics, and ac-
countability in digital financial mar-
kets. As prediction markets grow, reg-
ulators face increasing pressure to
close loopholes that allow exploitation
of sensitive political information for
personal gain.

GLOBAL

US President Donald
Trump’s dramatic capture
of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro has re-
shaped global discussions
around American foreign
policy in his second term.
By invoking the 1823 Mon-
roe Doctrine—rebranded
as the “Donroe Doc-
trine”—Trump has sig-
nalled a renewed asser-
tion of US dominance,
particularly in the West-
ern Hemisphere. The op-
eration against Venezuela
appears not as an isolated
action but as part of a
broader strategy aimed at
reshaping geopolitical
alignments.

Trump’s rhetoric and
recent statements suggest
that several countries may
fall under increased US
scrutiny. Greenland has
emerged as a strategic tar-
get due to its rare earth
mineral reserves and key
Arctic location. Trump ar-
gues that Greenland is
critical for national secu-
rity, citing growing Rus-
sian and Chinese pres-
ence in Arctic waters.
However, Greenland’s
leadership has firmly re-
jected any idea of US
control, warning that
annexation would vio-
late international law
and strain NATO unity,
as Denmark is a NATO
member.

Colombia has also faced
unusually harsh language
from Trump. Despite be-
ing along-standing US ally
in the war on drugs, Co-
lombia’s left-wing leader-
ship and alleged tolerance
of drug cartels have put it
at odds with Washington.
Trump’s comments hint at
possible US intervention,
amove that would dramat-
ically alter regional stabil-
ity in Latin America.

Beyond the Americas,
Trump has directed strong
warnings at Iran, linking
ongoing protests there to
potential US retaliation.
Although Iran lies outside
the traditional Monroe
Doctrine framework,
Trump’s previous strikes
on Iranian nuclear facili-
ties and alignment with
Israel signal sustained
pressure on Tehran.

Mexico remains anoth-
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Trump’s Post-Venezuela Foreign Policy Signals
Expanding US Interventionist Ambitions

er focal point, with
Trump repeatedly accus-
ing it of failing to curb
drug trafficking and ille-
gal immigration. Despite
Mexico’s rejection of US
troop deployment, ten-
sions remain high. Cuba,
already weakened by
Venezuela’s collapse, is
viewed by Trump as near-
ing regime failure, reduc-
ing the need for direct US
intervention.

Collectively, these posi-
tions reflect a foreign poli-
cy defined by unilateral
action, coercive diploma-
cy, and strategic resource
control. While supporters
argue this approach rein-
forces US global leader-
ship, critics warn it risks
destabilising alliances,
undermining internation-
al law, and escalating con-
flicts across multiple re-
gions simultaneously.

Venezuela After Maduro: Security Presence Grows
Amid Calls For Political Prisoner Release

Following the capture of
Nicolas Maduro and his
wife by US forces, Vene-
zuela remains in a tense
and uncertain transition
phase. Armed security
personnel have been de-
ployed across Caracas,
with videos showing po-
lice chanting loyalty slo-
gans, reflecting continued
control by figures associ-
ated with the former
regime.

Despite Maduro’s re-
moval, many institutions
remain under the influ-
ence of his allies, perpetu-
ating fear and intimida-
tion. Opposition leaders
and citizens report that
political repression has
not ended, prompting re-
newed calls for the release
of political prisoners.

Exiled opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado de-
scribed Maduro’s arrest as
a historic step toward free-
dom and human dignity.
Her party, Vente Venezue-
la, has demanded immedi-
ate amnesty for detainees
imprisoned for opposing

the regime.

The situation illustrates
the complexities of regime
change. While leadership
removal can create oppor-

tunities for reform, en-
trenched power structures
often persist. Internation-
al observers warn that
without institutional re-

form and reconciliation,
Venezuela risks prolonged
instability.

The coming months will
determine whether Vene-

zuela can move toward
democratic governance or
remain trapped in authori-
tarian inertia despite Ma-
duro’s absence.

Trump’s Optimism On Rapid Revival Of Venezuelan
Oil Industry Faces Expert Skepticism

President Trump’s
claim that US oil firms
could resume large-scale
operations in Venezuela
within 18 months has
been met with scepti-
cism from energy ex-
perts. While Trump ar-
gues that American
involvement would stabi-
lise oil prices and benefit
the US economy, analysts
caution that Venezuela’s
energy infrastructure
has suffered decades of
neglect.

Restoring production
could require tens of bil-
lions of dollars and
years of political stabil-
ity. Experts stress that
oil companies will seek
assurances on legal pro-
tections, governance,
and security before com-
mitting capital.

Trump’s remarks re-
flect a strategic vision of
using Venezuela’s vast
oil reserves to influence
global energy markets.
However, previous as-
sessments suggest that
even with rapid invest-
ment, production gains

would take years to
materialise.
The episode highlights

the gap between political
ambition and economic
reality. While Venezue-

la’s oil potential remains
immense, transforming
it into a reliable supply

source will demand sus-
tained reforms, not just
military intervention.
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ECONOMY

Indian Stock Market Closing Summary
(January 6,2026)

Indian equity markets ended
lower for the second consecutive
trading session on January 6,
2026, reflecting cautious inves-
tor sentiment amid mixed global
cues and sector-specific weak-
ness. The BSE Sensex declined
by 376.28 points, or 0.44 percent,
to close at 85,063.34, while the
Nifty 50 slipped 71.60 points, or
0.27 percent, to settle at 26,178.70,
falling below the psychological-
ly important 26,200 level.

The market opened on a flat-
to-negative note and remained
under pressure throughout the
session as selling was witnessed
in heavyweight stocks and se-
lect cyclical sectors. Although
some buying interest emerged
in defensive and rate-sensitive
sectors, it was insufficient to off-
set losses in infrastructure, oil
& gas, and capital goods stocks.

On the sectoral front, IT, phar-
maceutical, PSU banking, and
metal stocks outperformed the
broader market, rising between
0.3 percent and 1.7 percent.
Gains in pharma stocks were
driven by defensive buying amid
global uncertainty, while PSU
banks benefited from stable
bond yields and expectations of
steady credit growth. Metal
stocks advanced on optimism
surrounding global demand and
easing raw material costs.

In contrast, infrastructure,
media, oil & gas, and capital
goods sectors witnessed de-
clines ranging from 0.6 per-
cent to 1.6 percent. Weak crude
oil prices and concerns over
global demand weighed on oil
& gas stocks, while capital
goods stocks saw profit book-
ing after recent rallies.

The broader market under-
performed the benchmarks,

with both the BSE Midcap and
Smallcap indices closing low-
er, signaling caution among
investors towards riskier
stocks. Market breadth also re-
mained negative, indicating
more stocks declined than
advanced.

Among individual stocks,
Trent, Reliance Industries,
ITC, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
and InterGlobe Aviation

were the major losers on the
Nifty index. Pressure in Reli-
ance Industries and banking
stocks significantly impact-
ed benchmark performance.
On the positive side, Apollo
Hospitals, ICICI Bank, HDFC
Life, Sun Pharma, and Tata
Consumer Products emerged
as top gainers, supported by
sector-specific buying and
stock-specific developments.

Overall, market participants
adopted a wait-and-watch ap-
proach ahead of key global
economic data and ongoing
geopolitical developments.
Analysts believe that while
the long-term outlook for In-
dian equities remains posi-
tive, short-term volatility
may persist due to global un-
certainty and valuation
concerns.

Safe-Haven Assets, Currencies & Cryptocurrency
Markets

Heightened geopolitical ten-
sions following US military
actions in Venezuela led to a
strong shift toward safe-hav-
en assets. Investors sought
protection from uncertainty
by allocating funds to gold,
bonds, and stable currencies.

Gold prices surged 2.33 per-
cent, with spot gold trading at
$4,430 per ounce, nearing last
year’s record high of $4,549.71.
The rally was driven by fears
of escalating geopolitical con-
flict and expectations of pro-
longed global instability. Gold
traditionally performs well
during periods of uncertain-
ty, and the current environ-
ment reinforced its role as a
hedge.

Bond markets remained rel-
atively stable. The German 10-
year Bund yield edged slight-
ly lower to 2.893 percent,
while the US 10-year Treasury
yield held steady at 4.173 per-
cent. Stable bond yields sug-
gest that investors are balanc-
ing safety with expectations
of steady economic growth.

The US dollar index rose
0.13 percent to 98.685, mark-
ing its sixth consecutive ses-
sion of gains. A stronger dol-
lar reflects its safe-haven
appeal and expectations that
US interest rates may remain
higher for longer.

In currency markets, the
dollar remained flat against
the Japanese yen at 156.79
yen. Meanwhile, Bank of Ja-
pan Governor Kazuo Ueda re-
affirmed the central bank’s
commitment to gradually
raising interest rates if eco-
nomic conditions align with

forecasts.

Cryptocurrency markets
also showed resilience. Bit-
coin rose 1.2 percent to
$92,327, while Ether gained
0.4 percent, indicating sus-
tained investor interest de-
spite broader global uncer-
tainty. Digital assets continue

to attract attention as alterna-
tive investments, although
volatility remains high.
Overall, the movement in
safe-haven assets reflects in-
vestor caution and the desire
to protect portfolios amid un-
predictable geopolitical and
economic developments.

Corporate & Market Developments — IPOs, ETFs &
Castrol India

Several important corporate
developments shaped market at-
tention, spanning IPO activity,
international ETF listings, and
acquisition-related news.

Deepa Jewellers IPO

Deepa Jewellers, a Hyderabad-
based B2B gold jewellery com-
pany, filed draft IPO papers with
SEBI to raise 250 crore. The is-
sue includes a fresh issue worth
7250 crore and an offer for sale
of 1.18 crore shares by promot-
ers Ashish Agarwal and Seema
Agarwal. The company plans to
use 3215 crore for working capi-
tal needs, primarily for inven-
tory procurement and scaling
operations. In FY25, the compa-
ny reported 1,397 crore in rev-
enue and ¥40.5 crore in net prof-
it, highlighting steady growth.
ChinaAMC ETF Depository
Receipts

ChinaAMC, in partnership

Castrol

with Thailand’s InnovestX Secu-
rities, listed Depository Re-
ceipts (DRs) of its CSI 300 ETF
and STAR 50 ETF on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand. This
move allows Thai investors to
access China’s core economic
assets and high-technology sec-
tors, strengthening cross-border
capital market integration un-
der the Belt and Road
Initiative.

Castrol India Open Offer

US private equity firm Stone-
peak announced an open offer to
acquire 26 percent stake in Cas-
trol India at 3194.04 per share,
only 2.3 percent above the mar-
ket price. Analysts expect lim-
ited upside in the stock due to
the modest premium. Addition-
ally, increasing competition and
the long-term shift toward elec-
tric vehicles pose challenges to
Castrol India’s lubricant
business.
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Bank Nifty Technical Analysis &
Outlook

The Bank Nifty index continues to
display resilience despite broader mar-
ket weakness, according to Vatsal Bhu-
va, Technical Analyst at LKP Securi-
ties. From a technical perspective, the
index has witnessed a breakout from a
falling trendline on the daily chart,
which is considered a bullish signal.
This breakout indicates a potential
shift from a corrective phase to a con-
solidation or upward trend.

After the breakout, Bank Nifty has
been consolidating at higher levels, sug-
gesting that buyers are defending their
positions and preventing sharp de-
clines. The index is also sustaining
above its short-term 50-period Simple
Moving Average (SMA) on the hourly
timeframe, reinforcing near-term
strength.

Momentum indicators further sup-
port the bullish outlook. The Relative
Strength Index (RSI) on the daily chart
is positioned around 65, which reflects
strong positive momentum. A bullish
crossover in RSI generally indicates in-
creasing buying pressure and a contin-
uation of upward bias unless reversed
by strong selling.

On the hourly chart, Bank Nifty’s
ability to trade consistently above the
50 SMA suggests that short-term trad-
ers continue to accumulate the index on

minor dips. This behavior often pre-
cedes another leg of upward move-
ment, provided key support levels re-
main intact.

From a strategy standpoint, analysts
recommend a buy-on-dips approach for
Bank Nifty traders. As long as the index
holds above the critical support level of
59,300, the bullish structure remains
valid. Immediate support is placed
around 59,800, which may act as a cush-
ion during intraday or short-term
pullbacks.

On the upside, 60,500 is identified as
a key resistance level. A decisive break-
out above this zone could open the door
for further upside targets and attract
fresh buying interest from momentum
traders.

However, analysts also advise cau-
tion, as global cues and broader market
sentiment can influence banking
stocks. Any sustained move below
59,300 could weaken the bullish setup
and lead to short-term correction.

In summary, Bank Nifty remains
technically strong compared to broader
indices. Traders and investors are ad-
vised to maintain a disciplined ap-
proach, focus on defined support and
resistance levels, and manage risk ef-
fectively amid ongoing market
volatility.

Global Markets &
Venezuela Geopolitical
Impact
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Global financial markets showed
mixed reactions as investors assessed
the implications of the US capture of
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro,
an event that significantly heightened
geopolitical tensions. While equity
markets initially responded positively,
concerns over political stability, oil sup-
ply disruptions, and broader regional
risks kept investors cautious.

In Europe, a STOXX index of major
companies rose 0.5 percent, supported
by gains in defense stocks and im-
proved risk appetite. Similarly, Asia-
Pacific markets outside Japan climbed
1.3 percent, reaching a record high, re-
flecting optimism ahead of key eco-
nomic data releases. US equity futures,
including S&P 500 e-minis, gained 0.2
percent, indicating a positive opening
bias.

US President Donald Trump an-
nounced that Venezuela was under tem-
porary American control and warned
of further military action if the coun-
try failed to cooperate with US efforts
to liberalize its oil industry and combat
drug trafficking. These statements
raised uncertainty across global

markets.

Despite the dramatic political devel-
opments, economists believe the near-
term economic impact on the global
economy may be limited. According to
Neil Shearing of Capital Economics,
while economic consequences may be
modest initially, the political and geo-
political repercussions could be
long-lasting.

QOil prices were volatile as markets
weighed the potential disruption in
Venezuelan oil production against an
OPEC+ decision to keep output un-
changed. Brent crude prices fell 0.8 per-
cent to $60.26 per barrel, reflecting con-
cerns about global demand and excess
supply.

European defense stocks surged 2.7
percent, reaching a two-month high, as
investors anticipated increased mili-
tary spending amid rising geopolitical
risks.

Analysts warn that uncertainty re-
mains high, especially in an election
year in the US. A more volatile geopo-
litical environment could keep energy
prices supported and drive investors
toward safe-haven assets.
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Apology For A6 AM Email
Highlights Europe’s Strong
Work-Life Balance Culture

A viral post describing
how management apolo-
gised for sending a work
email at 6 AM has
sparked global discus-
sions on work culture,
productivity, and em-
ployee well-being. The
incident, based in the
Netherlands, stood out
because it reflected a
workplace environment
where employee welfare
is prioritised over con-
stant availability. Man-
agement reportedly
called a meeting not to
reprimand the employee,
but to ensure they were
not under excessive
work pressure.

This reaction high-
lights the sharp contrast
between European and
American work cultures.
In countries like the
Netherlands, labour laws
strictly regulate working
hours, rest periods, and
after-hours communica-
tion. Employees typical-
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ly work 29-36 hours per
week, and employers are
legally obligated to re-
spect boundaries be-
tween professional and
personal life. Sending or
responding to emails
outside work hours is of-
ten discouraged, not
rewarded.

The post further re-
vealed tension with a US-
based manager who
viewed logging out at 5
PM and ignoring week-
end emails as a lack of
dedication. When the
manager threatened a
performance review,
Dutch HR intervened, re-
portedly dismissing the
complaint and remind-
ing the manager of local
labour regulations. This
incident exposed the
clash between Europe’s
rights-based labour mod-
el and the US “hustle cul-
ture” that often glorifies
long hours and constant
availability.

Online reactions
were divided. Some
praised Europe’s ap-
proach for preventing
burnout and preserv-
ing mental health.
Others argued that
high-growth econo-
mies often demand
greater personal sacri-
fice. The debate under-
scored a critical ques-
tion: does productivity
truly increase with
longer hours, or with
healthier, more bal-
anced workers?

The incident ultimate-
ly reflects a growing
global shift in attitudes
toward work. As burn-
out becomes more com-
mon, organisations are
increasingly recognising
that sustainable produc-
tivity depends on re-
specting human limits.
The apology for a 6 AM
email thus became a
symbol of progressive
workplace ethics.

Shillong Street Dance Video
Becomes Symbol Of Respectful
Public Spaces In India

A viral video showing
a foreign tourist dancing
freely on a crowded
street in Shillong during
New Year celebrations
has emerged as a power-
ful example of respect-
ful public behaviour. In
the video, local men
formed a loose protec-
tive circle around the
woman, ensuring her
safety while maintain-
ing a respectful distance.
The moment quickly
gained attention for its
dignity, warmth, and
sense of community.

What made the inci-
dent remarkable was not
just the act itself, but
what it represented. In
many parts of the world,
crowded public gather-
ings often raise concerns
about harassment, espe-
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cially for women and
tourists. The Shillong
video challenged these
fears by showing how so-
cial responsibility and
cultural values can cre-
ate safe public spaces
without heavy policing
or enforcement.

Locals explained that
such behaviour is deeply
ingrained in Khasi soci-
ety, where respect for
women and community
harmony are empha-
sised from a young age.
Separating dancing spac-
es for men and women
during festivals and
events is a common cul-
tural practice. This
“muscle memory” of re-
spect, as some described
it, was visible in the
spontaneous response of
the crowd.

Online reactions were
overwhelmingly posi-
tive. Many users praised
northeastern India for
setting an example for
the rest of the country.
Others reflected on how
safety is not just about
laws, but about collective
behaviour and social
norms. The video be-
came a counter-narrative
to stereotypes about pub-
lic safety in India.

Beyond its viral ap-
peal, the incident carries
a deeper message. It
shows that inclusive, re-
spectful public spaces
are possible when com-
munities take ownership
of social responsibility.
Shillong’s moment of
celebration thus turned
into a lesson in civic val-
ues and cultural pride.

OFF BEAT
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8th Pay Commission Raises Hope Of Major Salary

The initiation of the
8th Pay Commission has
generated widespread
anticipation among cen-
tral government employ-
ees and pensioners,
marking a crucial phase
in India’s public sector
wage revision cycle. Ap-
proved by the govern-
ment in November 2025,
the commission is ex-
pected to revise pay
structures, pensions, and
allowances with retro-
spective effect from Jan-
uary 1, 2026. Although
the final recommenda-
tions may take up to 18

months to be implement-
ed, the promise of ar-
rears has already raised
expectations of substan-
tial financial relief.

A Kkey driver of opti-
mism is the sharp rise in
inflation, reflected in the
steady increase of the
Consumer Price Index
for Industrial Workers
(AICPI-IW). With the in-
dex reaching 148.2 in
November 2025, Dear-
ness Allowance is pro-
jected to touch or cross
60 percent in January
2026. This DA hike alone
significantly boosts

And Pension Relief In 20_26 )

take-home salaries and
pensions, helping em-
ployees cope with rising
living costs even before
the Pay Commission’s
recommendations are
formally implemented.
Under the proposed re-
visions, the minimum
basic salary may rise
from %18,000 to 26,000,
while the minimum pen-
sion could increase from
79,000 to approximately
$20,500. In addition, al-
lowances such as House
Rent Allowance (HRA),
medical benefits, and
travel concessions are

also expected to be recali-
brated. Employee unions
are demanding a higher
fitment factor, potential-
ly between 2.28 and 3.0,
which could result in one
of the largest pay hikes
in recent decades.
Beyond individual fi-
nancial relief, the Pay
Commission has broader
economic implications.
Higher disposable in-
come among government
employees can stimulate
consumption, support
demand-driven growth,
and provide stability dur-
ing uncertain economic

phases. However, it also
raises concerns about fis-
cal pressure on the gov-
ernment, especially in
managing salary arrears
and pension liabilities.
Overall, the 8th Pay
Commission repre-
sents more than a rou-
tine wage revision. It
reflects the state’s re-
sponse to inflation,
workforce morale, and
social security for
pensioners. If imple-
mented prudently, it
can balance employee
welfare with fiscal
sustainability.

Teen Paying Off Mother’s Debt Shows Power Of Gratitude
And Responsibility

A heart-touching video
of a 17-year-old boy pay-
ing off his mother’s debts
has resonated deeply
with audiences across so-
cial media. In the video,
the teenager expresses
heartfelt gratitude for
his mother’s sacrifices
before revealing that he
has cleared all outstand-
ing debts and promises
to take responsibility
for future household
expenses.

The emotional strength
of the moment lies in its
simplicity. There is no
display of luxury or ex-
travagance—only sincer-
ity, gratitude, and respon-
sibility. His mother’s
reaction, filled with dis-
belief and tears, reflects
the emotional weight car-
ried by families strug-
gling under financial
stress. The boy’s gesture
symbolised relief not just
from debt, but from years
of silent worry.

Viewers praised the
teenager’s maturity and

values, noting that emo-
tional intelligence and
responsibility are often
more powerful than ma-
terial success. The video
stood out in an online en-
vironment often domi-
nated by performative
content, reminding audi-

ences that genuine hu-
man stories still resonate
deeply.

The incident also high-
lighted broader social
realities. Many families
in India live under con-
stant financial pressure,
where children often

grow up witnessing pa-
rental sacrifice. When
young individuals re-
spond with empathy
rather than entitlement,
it reflects strong moral
grounding.

Ultimately, the video is
not just about money. It is
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about appreciation, dig-
nity, and emotional ac-
countability. It reinforces
the idea that true success
lies in easing the burdens
of loved ones, making it
one of the most meaning-
ful viral moments in re-
cent times.

Manager’s Insensitive Remark Sparks Outrage Over
Toxic Workplace Culture

A Reddit post describ-
ing a private bank em-
ployee forced to resign
after seeking leave to
care for her critically ill
mother has reignited
debate on toxic work-
place culture in India.
According to the post,
the manager suggested
placing the employee’s
mother in a shelter or
medical home so she
could continue working.
The remark was widely
condemned as cruel, in-
humane, and emblem-
atic of exploitative
work environments.

The employee report-
edly chose to stay with
her mother and re-
signed after years of
service. The incident
resonated strongly with
readers because it re-
flected a harsh reality
faced by many employ-
ees—where compassion
is often treated as weak-
ness, and personal cri-

ses are seen as
inconveniences.

Social media users
questioned why resigna-

tion was the only option
and why such behaviour
often goes unpunished.
Many advised docu-

menting such remarks
and demanding written
instructions to ensure
accountability. The case

highlighted the power
imbalance between
management and em-
ployees, especially in
sectors with limited la-
bour protections.

The outrage also trig-
gered comparisons with
work cultures abroad,
where family emergen-
cies are legally protect-
ed. It raised urgent
questions about the
need for stronger la-
bour laws, humane HR
practices, and cultural
change in Indian
workplaces.

This incident serves
as a warning that pro-
ductivity achieved at
the cost of humanity is
unsustainable. As
awareness grows, em-
ployees are increasing-
ly speaking out against
such practices, signal-
ling a slow but neces-
sary shift toward dig-
nity and empathy at
work.
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Vijay Hazare Trophy Round 6 Reflects Stark Contrast
Between Reputation And Domestic Performance

The sixth round of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy
2025-26 underlined an en-
during truth of Indian
domestic cricket: reputa-
tion offers no guarantees.
Several high-profile in-
ternational players strug-
gled, while others reaf-
firmed the importance of
domestic consistency in
shaping national selec-
tion narratives. India’s
ODI captain Shubman
Gill endured a forgettable
outing, managing just 11
runs for Punjab despite
his team’s win over Goa.
Similarly, Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Suryakumar
Yadav failed to convert
starts for Mumbai, rais-
ing questions about
adaptability across for-
mats and conditions.

In contrast, Mumbai’s
victory over Himachal
Pradesh was anchored by
the calm authority of
Shreyas Iyer. Leading the
side, Iyer produced an ex-
plosive yet controlled in-
nings of 82 off 53 balls in
a rain-shortened 33-over
match. His knock high-
lighted his growing stat-
ure as a dependable mid-
dle-order batter capable
of shifting gears under
pressure. Shivam Dube’s
four-wicket haul further
demonstrated Mumbai’s
all-round depth, which
continues to make them
one of the most formida-
ble domestic sides.

Elsewhere, Hy-
derabad’s clash against
Bengal became a show-
case of bowling quality
and individual bril-
liance. Mohammed Siraj
outperformed Moham-
med Shami, claiming
four wickets to Shami’s

three, reinforcing Siraj’s
growing dominance in
limited-overs cricket.
The match also featured
arare domestic spectacle
as Hyderabad opener
Aman Rao smashed a
double century, underlin-
ing the platform domes-

tic cricket provides for
breakout performances.
Delhi’s convincing win
over Railways saw ag-
gressive cameos from Pri-
yansh Arya and Rishabh
Pant. Pant’s 24 off just
nine balls reminded ob-
servers of his natural at-

-.".”
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tacking instincts, even as
he continues to find
rhythm after injuries.
Overall, the round served
as areminder that domes-
tic cricket remains a cru-
cial testing ground where
form, not fame, dictates
impact.

Smith And Head'’s Centuries Place Australia Firmly In Control
Of Fifth Ashes Test

Day 3 of the fifth Ashes
Test at the Sydney Crick-
et Ground belonged en-
tirely to Australia, as
Steve Smith and Travis
Head delivered master-
class centuries to put the
hosts firmly ahead.
Smith’s unbeaten 129
marked his 37th Test cen-
tury and 12th in Ashes
cricket, reinforcing his
legacy as one of the
greatest batters of the
modern era.

Travis Head provided
the early momentum
with a blistering 163 off
166 balls, dismantling
England’s bowling attack
with fearless strokeplay.
His innings shifted the
game decisively, forcing
England into defensive
tactics. Beau Webster’s
steady support for Smith
further ground down
England’s morale, with
their unbeaten partner-
ship pushing Australia
beyond the 500-run mark.

England’s bowlers
struggled for sustained

v
e
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breakthroughs, with
only Brydon Carse and
debutant Jacob Bethell
managing to make an im-

pact. The match situa-
tion now heavily favours
Australia, with England
facing an uphill task to

-\ .-
1') - :
avoid defeat.

Beyond the scoreboard,

the day reflected Austral-
ia’s batting depth, com-

el

posure, and tactical dis-
cipline—qualities that
have defined their domi-
nance in Ashes contests.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi’s Record-Breaking Blitz Signals

At just 14 years of age,
Vaibhav Suryavanshi an-
nounced himself as one
of Indian cricket’s most
extraordinary young tal-
ents by smashing the
fastest fifty by an Indian
in Youth ODIs. His 15-
ball half-century against
South Africa U19
eclipsed Rishabh Pant’s
long-standing record and
left cricket observers
stunned.

Leading the team in
the absence of regular
captain Ayush Mhatre,
Suryavanshi displayed
remarkable confidence
and power, smashing 10
sixes in a 68-run knock
off just 24 balls. His in-
nings set the tone for In-
dia’s chase in a rain-af-
fected match and
highlighted his rare abil-
ity to dominate bowling
attacks at such a young
age.

The performance is
significant not only for
the record but for what it
suggests about India’s
youth development sys-
tem. Suryavanshi’s tem-
perament, leadership,
and shot selection indi-
cate maturity well be-

yond his years. While
caution is necessary
to avoid overburden-

ing young talent, his
rise reflects the depth
of India’s cricketing

Arrival Of A Rare Batting Prodigy

X/ @Cricket_live247

pipeline.
If nurtured carefully,
Suryavanshi could be-

come a defining figure in
Indian cricket’s next
generation.
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Mustafizur Rahman’s IPL Release
Signals Deepening Cricketing And
Political Tensions

The sudden release of Bangla-
desh pacer Mustafizur Rahman
from his IPL 2026 contract with Kol-
kata Knight Riders has triggered a
major controversy that extends far
beyond cricket. Bought for a hefty

9.20 crore at the auction, Mustafi-
zur’s exit was reportedly ordered
directly by the BCCI at the highest
level, without consultation with
IPL franchises or even members of
the IPL Governing Council.

This unprecedented move has
strained India-Bangladesh cricket-
ing relations, with the Bangladesh
government responding by impos-
ing a nationwide ban on IPL broad-
casts. The Bangladesh Cricket
Board has also sought to shift its
T20 World Cup 2026 matches from
India to Sri Lanka, escalating the
diplomatic fallout. The situation re-
flects how geopolitical tensions can
rapidly spill into sport, disrupting

long-standing cricketing ties.

What has added to the controver-
sy is the lack of transparency. Sev-
eral BCCI officials reportedly
learned of the decision through me-
dia reports, suggesting a central-
ised and opaque decision-making
process. While the BCCI cited “re-
cent developments” as justification,
the absence of formal explanation
has drawn criticism from adminis-
trators, players, and fans alike.

For KKR, the decision presents
sporting and logistical challenges,
forcing them to rethink overseas
combinations. For Mustafizur, the
episode is deeply unfair—he nei-
ther violated league rules nor with-
drew voluntarily. The incident
highlights the vulnerability of for-
eign players to forces beyond their
control, raising concerns about
contractual stability in global T20
leagues.

Legal And Contractual
Realities Leave Mustafizur

Rahman Without
Compensation

The legal fallout of Mustafizur
Rahman’s IPL release paints a stark
picture of how player protection
mechanisms fail in politically driv-
en scenarios. Despite being a 79.20
crore signing, KKR is not obligated
to pay Mustafizur any compensa-
tion under existing IPL rules and
insurance frameworks. Player con-
tracts are insured primarily against
injury or cricket-related non-avail-
ability, not geopolitical or adminis-
trative interventions.

Legal experts suggest that while
Mustafizur could technically pur-
sue legal action, the IPL operates
under Indian jurisdiction, making
international arbitration difficult
and unattractive. The Court of Ar-
bitration for Sport is unlikely to be
invoked, especially given the fluid

nature of India-Bangladesh rela-
tions and the long-term implica-
tions for a player’s career.

The episode exposes a significant
gap in modern cricket governance.
While leagues generate enormous
revenues, players—especially over-
seas professionals—remain ex-
posed to non-sporting risks. The
absence of political-risk insurance
or neutral dispute-resolution mech-
anisms leaves athletes powerless
when decisions are imposed
externally.

Ultimately, Mustafizur’s case is a
cautionary tale. It underscores the
need for stronger international
player safeguards as cricket be-
comes increasingly globalised,
commercialised, and politically
entangled.
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Dil Raju Applauds Team Shambhala at
Thanks Meet, Hails Film's Success as“Truly

Tollywood witnessed a
celebratory evening as
the team of Shambhala
came together for a grand
Thanks Meet, marking
the film’s remarkable
success at the box office.
Released on December 25
amid stiff competition
from nearly five other
films, Shambhala, star-
ring Aadi Saikumar,
emerged as the clear
Christmas winner, earn-
ing blockbuster status
with unanimously posi-
tive word of mouth. The
film not only proved
profitable for its produc-
ers but also stands as a
major turning point in
Aadi Saikumar’s career.

Directed by Ugandhar
Muni, Shambhala fea-
tures Archana Iyer as
the female lead and is
jointly produced by Ma-
hidhar Reddy and Ra-
jashekhar Annabhimoju
under the Shining Pic-
tures banner. The film
impressed audiences
with its striking visuals
by cinematographer
Praveen K Bangariand a
powerful background
score by Sricharan Pa-
kala. Ugandhar Muni’s
fresh narrative style,
coupled with a new-age
concept and engaging
storytelling, played a
key role in the film’s
success.

Adding prestige to the
celebrations, ace pro-
ducer Dil Raju attended
the event as the chief
guest and congratulated

Great”

the entire team. Speak-
ing at the meet, Dil Raju
described the success of
Shambhala as “truly
great,” especially con-
sidering the crowded
festive release window.
He revealed that even
while he was abroad, he
kept hearing consistent
positive reports about
the film’s performance.
“Among the five films re-
leased this Christmas,
Shambhala standing out
as a success is truly com-
mendable,” he said.

Dil Raju also high-
lighted the significance
of the film being Aadi
Saikumar’s 25th project.
He noted that milestone
films often define an ac-
tor’s journey and ex-
pressed happiness that
Shambhala turned out
to be such a success.
Drawing an interesting
comparison, he re-
marked that films like
Bommarillu once
brought major changes
to the industry and add-
ed that if a Bommarillu
2 were ever made, Aadi
and his father Sai Kumar
would be ideal choices.
He praised Sai Kumar’s
unwavering support,
calling him the backbone
of the Shambhala team
and applauding his
unique rapport within
the industry.

Aadi Saikumar, ad-
dressing the gathering,
expressed gratitude to
Dil Raju for attending the
event and thanked audi-

ences for making the film
a success through strong
word of mouth. He
shared that the contin-
ued theatrical run de-
spite competition has
given the team immense
happiness and assured
fans that he would be
more selective and
thoughtful in choosing
his future projects.

Veteran actor Sai Ku-
mar described the suc-
cess of Shambhala as a
proud and emotional mo-
ment. Thanking Dil Raju
for his constant goodwill
toward the industry, he
emphasized that the film
once again proved that
good content always
wins. He also announced
that the film is set for a
Hindirelease on January
9, expressing confidence
in its success across
markets.

Director Ugandhar
Muni and producers Ma-
hidhar Reddy and Ra-
jashekhar Annabhimoju
echoed similar senti-
ments, thanking the
cast, crew, media, and
audiences for their sup-
port. Actress Archana
Iyer also expressed her
gratitude, calling the
journey of Shambhala
unforgettable.

The event concluded
with Dil Raju personally
presenting mementos to
everyone who contribut-
ed to the film’s success,
bringing the celebratory
evening to a warm and
memorable close.

Rajamouli—Mahesh Babu’s Varanasi
Makes History With Paris Teaser

The excitement around
SS Rajamouli’s highly an-
ticipated film Varanasi
has reached internation-
al levels, with the latest
update making headlines
for a historic reason. The
announcement teaser of
Varanasi was screened at
the iconic Le Grand Rex
theatre in Paris, marking
a significant first for In-
dian cinema and giving
fans around the world a
glimpse of the film on a
global stage.

The special screening
took place at 9 pm local
time during a prominent
film festival in Europe,
making it the first time
an Indian film’s teaser
has been showcased at
Le Grand Rex. This mile-
stone reflects the film’s
global ambitions and Ra-
jamouli’s intent to pre-
sent Varanasi as more
than just aregional block-

Screening

buster. The teaser, al-
ready praised for its
stunning visuals and cin-
ematic scale, reached a
wider audience through
this prestigious plat-
form, signaling Indian
cinema’s growing inter-
national presence.

Varanasi stars Mahesh
Babu in the lead role,
marking his first collab-
oration with director SS
Rajamouli. The film also
features Priyanka
Chopra and Prithviraj
Sukumaran in key roles,
creating a pan-Indian
and international ap-
peal. The combination
of this star-studded cast
and Rajamouli’s cinemat-
ic vision has generated
massive anticipation
among audiences
worldwide.

Produced on a large
scale, Varanasi is set to be
one of the most ambi-

tious Indian films in re-
cent times. The choice of
Paris and one of Europe’s
most revered cinema
houses for the teaser
screening underscores
the filmmakers’ confi-
dence in the project and
their desire to make a
global impact even before
the film’s official release.

Industry experts note
that the Paris teaser
screening is not just a
promotional activity but
a statement of intent, em-
phasizing the film’s po-
tential to resonate with
international audiences.
With such historic moves
creating excitement
ahead of its release, Vara-
nasi is already shaping
up to be a landmark cin-
ematic event, and fans
are eagerly counting
down the days until they
can experience it on the
big screen.

SCREEN

The intrigue surround-
ing Toxic: A Fairytale for
Grown-Ups continues to
intensify with every new
update, and the latest re-
veal has added a fresh
layer of depth to the
much-anticipated pro-
ject. The makers have of-
ficially unveiled Rukmini
Vasanth as Mellisa, a
character described as
graceful, commanding,
and unflinching, further
elevating expectations
from this dark, ambitious
action drama led by Rock-
ing Star Yash.

Directed by acclaimed
filmmaker Geetu Mohan-
das, Toxic is steadily
shaping into an evolving
cinematic spectacle that
promises to be darker,
deeper, and more daring
with each reveal. Rukmi-
ni Vasanth’s introduc-
tion marks a striking col-
laboration with Yash,
bringing together her
reputation for intelli-
gence-driven perfor-
mances and emotional
nuance with Geetu’s lay-
ered, atmospheric story-
telling. Her casting sig-
nals a role that is not
merely ornamental but
integral to the film’s emo-
tional and narrative
fabric.

The character of Mel-
lisa is set against the
evocative backdrop of a
hazy, vibrant party in the
late 1960s. Amid the swirl

of music, lights, and
drifting conversations,
Mellisa stands apart. She
moves through the space
with absolute self-assur-
ance, her presence com-
manding attention with-
out seeking it. Her sharp,
focused gaze cuts through

the surrounding chaos,
suggesting a woman driv-
en by clarity and purpose
while the world around
her remains fluid and un-
settled. The visual lan-
guage of her introduc-
tion hints at a character
layered with intent, con-
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RukminiVasanth Unveiled as MellisainYash’s
Toxic: AFairytale for Grown-Ups

trol, and quiet power.
With Rukmini’s reveal,
Toxic further expands its
immersive universe. The
film had earlier intro-
duced Kiara Advani as
Nadia, Huma Qureshi as
Elizabeth, Nayanthara as
Ganga, and Tara Sutaria

as Rebecca, each adding a
distinct shade to the sto-
ry’s emotional spectrum.
Together, these character
unveilings underline the
film’s ambition to build a
richly textured world
rather than rely solely on
spectacle.

Speaking about Ruk-
mini, Geetu Mohandas
praised her thoughtful
approach to acting, not-
ing that she doesn’t mere-
ly perform but deeply
processes her characters.
According to the director,
Rukmini’s curiosity-driv-
en questions and quiet
habit of journaling be-
tween shots reveal an ac-
tor constantly construct-
ing an inner world for her
roles, resulting in perfor-
mances that resonate
through what is left
unsaid.

Written by Yash and
Geetu Mohandas and di-
rected by Geetu, Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-Ups
is being filmed simulta-
neously in Kannada and
English, with dubbed ver-
sions planned in multiple
Indian languages. Backed
by a formidable technical
team and produced by
KVN Productions and
Monster Mind Creations,
the film is slated for a
grand theatrical release
on March 19, 2026, posi-
tioning it firmly among
the most anticipated In-
dian films of the year.

Producers Shut Down Surgery Rumours About Megastar

Tollywood fans
breathed a collective
sigh of relief after the
makers of Mana
Shankara Varaprasad
Garu addressed recent
rumours about Megastar
Chiranjeevi undergoing
surgery. In the midst of
heavy chatter on social
media that claimed the
legendary star had a
medical procedure and
that this was the reason
for his absence from pro-
motional events, the
film’s producers stepped
forward to clarify the
truth.

Speculation began cir-
culating that Chiranjee-
vi had undergone a knee
surgery due to pain and
that he was recuperat-
ing quietly. The rumours
quickly spread across
fan groups and enter-
tainment circles, caus-
ing concern among ad-
mirers eager to see their
favourite star actively
promote his upcoming
Sankranti offering.

However, at a media
interaction ahead of the
film’s release, producers

Sahu Garapati and Su-
shmita Konidela firmly
dismissed these claims
as baseless. They made
it clear that Chiranjee-
vi has not had any re-
cent surgery, and that
all reports suggesting
otherwise are un-
founded and untrue.
Instead, they empha-
sised that the
megastar is fully en-
gaged with post pro-
duction work and pre-
paring for promotional
commitments.

The producers as-
sured fans that Chiran-
jeevi will be present at
the film’s big pre release
event, scheduled just
days before the movie
hits theatres. They also
confirmed that he will
participate in inter-
views and promotional
activities alongside co
star Venkatesh, ensur-
ing a strong push in the
final days leading up to
the release.

In fact, the team high-
lighted that Chiranjeevi
is currently in excellent
physical condition — fit-

Chiranjeevi

ter than before — thanks
to a dedicated fitness
regimen that he main-
tained even during
shooting. They noted his
impressive commit-
ment, pointing out that
he regularly worked out
and kept up outdoor
training routines right
through the production
phase. This, they said, is
reflected in his dynamic
look in the special post-

ers unveiled for the film.

The movie Mana
Shankara Varaprasad
Garu, directed by Anil
Ravipudi, stars Chiran-
jeevi in a powerful lead-
ing role with Nayantha-
ra as the female lead.
The Sankranti release is
one of the most highly
anticipated films of the
season, and the produc-
ers’ statement has
helped ease worries

about Chiranjeevi’s
health ahead of its the-
atrical debut.

With all rumours put
to rest, fans are now ful-
ly focused on the movie
itself — eagerly looking
forward to the energetic
performances, festive
entertainment, and the
combined star power
that the megastar and
the film promise to
deliver.

Producers of Raja Saab and Mana Shankara Varaprasad Garu
Approach High Court Over Ticket Pricing
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As the Sankranti festi-
val season approaches,
Tollywood is gearing up
for a blockbuster lineup,
and two of the most an-
ticipated releases —
Prabhas’ Raja Saab and
Chiranjeevi’s Mana
Shankara Varaprasad
Garu — have taken legal
action to address ticket

2082

pricing and screening
concerns. The producers
of both films have ap-
proached the Telangana
High Court seeking per-
mission to increase tick-
et prices and schedule
additional shows for
their releases.

Earlier, a single bench
order had restricted

filmmakers from imple-
menting higher ticket
rates and adding extra
screenings, causing con-
cern for producers who
traditionally rely on pre-
mium pricing and multi-
ple shows during festival
weekends to maximise
box-office returns. With
both films depending

heavily on the Sankranti
period for their commer-
cial success, the teams
have filed special peti-
tions before a division
bench of the High Court,
urging reconsideration
of the earlier orders.
The petitions empha-
size the importance of
adjusted ticket prices
and extra shows to man-
age the huge budgets in-
volved and to meet audi-
ence demand during the
festive window. The pro-
ducers argue that the
measures are essential
not only to recover pro-
duction costs but also to
offer sufficient seating
for the large number of
fans expected for these
star-studded releases.
The High Court is ex-
pected to hear the case
soon, and if the request-
ed relief is granted, it
could allow both Raja
Saab and Mana Shanka-
ra Varaprasad Garu to
implement higher ticket

rates and add extra
shows, helping the teams
better capitalise on the
festive rush.

This legal develop-
ment adds another di-
mension to the Sankran-
ti release battle, as
audiences eagerly await
entertainment from
these major films. The
court’s decision could
influence box-office col-
lections significantly
and may set a precedent
for how ticket pricing
and show allocation are
handled for big-budget
films in the Telugu
film industry.

With the festival sea-
son drawing near, in-
dustry watchers are
closely monitoring the
situation, as the out-
come will impact not
only the revenue po-
tential of these films
but also the overall dy-
namics of one of the
busiest periods in
Tollywood.
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