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Gu n t u r : 
A n d h r a 
P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minis-

ter N. Chandrababu 
Naidu has reiterated the 
need for harmony and 
cooperation between the 
Telugu states, asserting 
that internal divisions 
damage the collective 
strength of  the Telugu 
people. Speaking at the 
Telugu Mahasabha held 
in Guntur on Monday, 
the Chief  Minister em-
phasized that Telugu-
speaking people, despite 
being spread across two 
states Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana share one 
language, one culture, 
and one identity.

   “Telugu people must 
aim to be number one in 
the world,” Naidu said, 
stressing that unity and 

collaboration between 
the two states would lead 
to resolution of  several 
long-pending issues and 
open the door for devel-
opment across all re-
gions. He added that the 
Telugu community’s pro-
gress lies in its ability to 
work together irrespec-
tive of  regional bounda-
ries.Recalling the histor-
ical contributions of  the 
late Nandamuri Taraka 
Rama Rao (NTR), Chan-
drababu Naidu credited 
him for introducing ma-
jor irrigation initiatives 
like the Srisailam Left 
Bank Canal (SLBC) and 
Srisailam Right Bank 
Canal (SRBC) projects. 

These initiatives, he 
said, made it possible for 
Telugu farmers to har-
ness the waters of  the 
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam 
effectively.Highlighting 
his own government’s 

contributions, Naidu 
said he had successfully 
completed several key ir-
rigation projects that 
spanned both states. 
“ P r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s 
Kalwakurthy Lift, AMR 
Lift, and Nettempadu 
were completed during 
my previous tenures,” he 
asserted.  He further 
mentioned that as part 
of  the Krishna Delta 
Modernization plan, his 
government focused on 
water conservation and 
optimal usage. “The wa-
ter saved in that process 
was shared with Telan-
gana for projects like the 
Bheema Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, which was suc-
cessfully completed,” he 
noted. Naidu also elabo-
rated on the numerous 
river linkage and lift ir-
rigation initiatives taken 
up on the Godavari River. 
He listed projects such as 

Gutpa, Alisagar, and De-
vadula Lift Irrigation, 
which were implement-
ed to bring water to 
drought-prone areas. On 
the Andhra side, he 
pointed out, the govern-
ment had constructed 
significant lift irrigation 
projects like Chagal-
nadu, Pushkara, and 
Tatipudi, ensuring reli-
able ir rigation and 
drinking water supply in 
several districts.

Referring to the Patti-
seema Lift Irrigation 
Project, the Chief  Minis-
ter said it had been in-
strumental in providing 
water from the Godavari 
to the Krishna Delta, a 
move that stabilized ag-
riculture in coastal 
Andhra districts. “The 
Pattiseema project re-
mains a symbol of  our 
commitment to inter-ba-
sin water linkage and 

long-term water securi-
ty,” he added.Naidu also 
took the opportunity to 
remind the gathering 
about the central govern-
m e n t ’ s  a s s i s t a n c e 
post-bifurcation. 

He explained that fol-
lowing the creation of  
Andhra Pradesh’s resid-
ual state, the Union Gov-
ernment had sanctioned 
special funds for the Po-
lavaram Project and en-
acted a separate law to 
ensure its completion.
Reiterating his vision, 
the Andhra Pradesh 
Chief  Minister conclud-
ed by urging Telugu peo-
ple across the globe to 
remain united in spirit 
and purpose.  “Our lan-
guage binds us. Our her-
itage defines us. Togeth-
er, we can make the 
Telugu nation number 
one in the world,” he 
declared.

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 05

G
UNTUR: Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  
Minister N. 
Chandrababu 

Naidu on Monday un-
derscored the need to 
respect all languages 
and emphasized that 
no language is superi-
or or inferior to anoth-
er. Addressing the val-
edictory session of  the 
Fourth World Telugu 
Conference held in 
Guntur,  the  Chief  
Minister called upon 
p e o p l e  a c ro s s  t h e 
country to cherish lin-
guistic diversity and 
preserve their mother 
tongues.

 Naidu said that tech-
nology should not be 
seen as a threat to lan-
guages but as a power-
ful tool for their preser-
vation and promotion. 
“People should respect 
each other’s languages. 
No language is greater 
or lesser than another,” 
he said, receiving ap-
plause from delegates. 
He added that while 
proficiency in English 
is essential in today’s 
globalized world, losing 
one’s mother tongue is 

equivalent to losing 
one’s identity.

Pointing out that lan-
guage forms the foun-
dation of  culture and 
heritage, the Chief  
Minister said that 
learning in one’s native 
language enhances un-
derstanding and crea-
tivity. “Students who 
study in their mother 
tongue tend to excel be-
cause it nurtures free 
thinking and emotion-
al connection,” he 
remarked.

Highlighting Telu-
g u ’s  s i g n i f i c a n c e, 
Naidu reminded that it 
is one of  the six classi-
cal languages recog-
nized in India and spo-
ken by nearly 10 crore 
people worldwide. Ex-

pressing pride in its lit-
erary and cultural rich-
ness, he said Telugu 
represents not just a 
language but a civiliza-
tion’s spirit. 

The World Telugu 
Conference, organized 
to promote and cele-
brate the language, wit-
nessed participation 
from representatives of  
about 40 countries, re-
flecting its  global 
reach.Reaffirming his 
government’s commit-
ment to promoting Tel-
ugu language and cul-
ture, Naidu announced 
that a dedicated Telugu 
university would soon 
be established in Rajah-
mundry.  The universi-
ty will be named after 
Potti Sriramulu, the 

Gandhian freedom 
fighter who fasted for 
58 days in 1952 demand-
ing a separate Andhra 
state an act that led to 
the creation of  linguis-
tic states in India.  
Naidu said the institu-
tion would become a 
global hub for research, 
preservation, and pro-
motion of  Telugu lan-
guage and culture.The 
Chief  Minister ap-
pealed to parents and 
educators to instill love 
and pride for Telugu 
among children. “If  
children learn to love 
their language, they 
will preserve their 
roots while embracing 
moder nity,” Naidu 
concluded.

Naidu Emphasizes Importance of Mother Tongue at World 
Telugu Conference, Announces University in Rajahmundry

Chandrababu Naidu Calls for Unity Among Telugu 
States, Stresses Telugu Pride at Guntur Maha Sabha

TPN Bureau | 
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Hydarabad: 
T h e 
A n d h r a 
P r a d e s h 

g o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
strongly rebutted Tel-
angana Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy’s 
claim that the coali-
tion government in 
Andhra Pradesh had 
stopped the Rayalasee-
ma Lift Irrigation Pro-
ject (RLIP) to protect 
Telangana’s interests. 
Terming his remarks 
“factually incorrect 
and misleading,” the 
AP government clari-
fied that the suspen-
sion of  works on the 
project had no connec-
tion with any political 
request or under-
standing between the 
two states.Officials 
from the AP govern-
ment stated that Chief  
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu did not halt 
the project at Revanth 
Reddy’s request or out 
of  “respect,” as sug-
gested by the Telanga-
na CM. 

They emphasized 
that the project works 
had already been 
stopped much before 

the current govern-
ment took charge, fol-
lowing directions 
from the Centre and 
the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) due to 
lack of  statutory clear-
ances.According to 
Andhra Pradesh offi-
cials, the Rayalaseema 
Lift Project was initi-
ated during the tenure 
of  former chief  minis-
ter Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy without obtain-
ing required environ-
mental and technical 
approvals. 

Despite claims that 
three TMC feet of  wa-
ter per day would be 
pumped to Rayalasee-
ma from the Srisailam 
reservoir, the works 
proceeded in violation 
of  procedural norms.
The AP government 
pointed out that it 
was, in fact, the Telan-
gana government that 
had objected to the 
RLIP during the Jagan 
Reddy administration. 
Telangana had filed 
c a s e s  i n  va r i o u s 
courts, complained to 
the Union gover n-
ment, and lodged peti-
tions before the NGT, 
contending that the 
project violated the 
inter-state water-shar-

ing agreements. 
Acting on these 

complaints, both the 
Centre and the NGT 
examined the issue 
and ordered a suspen-
sion of  works around 
2020.“The works were 
already stopped as a 
result of  those orders, 
long before June 2024 
when the Naidu-led 
government assumed 
office,” an official clar-
ified. The statement 
added that political 
leaders in Telangana 
were attempting to 
gain mileage by por-
t r a y i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s policy deci-
sions as being influ-
enced by Telangana’s 
interests. Reaffirming 
its commitment to pro-
tecting the state’s wa-
ter rights, the Andhra 
Pradesh government 
said there would be no 
compromise on irriga-
tion benefits for Ray-
alaseema. It also an-
nounced that all facts, 
documents, and offi-
cial correspondences 
related to the project’s 
initiation, approvals, 
and legal challenges 
would soon be placed 
in the public domain 
to put an end to “mis-
leading narratives.”

TPN Bureau |Janu-
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Ir u s u m a n d a : 
Panic gripped 
Irusumanda vil-
lage in Malkip-

uram mandal of  Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Kona-
seema district on Mon-
day afternoon after a 
massive fire broke out 
at an Oil and Natural 
G a s  C o r p o r a t i o n 
(ONGC) well, report-
edly following a gas 
p i p e l i n e  l e a k a g e. 
Though the blaze trig-
g e r e d  w i d e s p r e a d 
alar m among resi-
dents, there were no 
immediate reports of  
casualties or injuries, 
according to prelimi-
nary information from 
district officials.

  The fire, which 
erupted at the ONGC’s 
Mori-5 well site being 
operated by Deep In-
dustries Ltd as part of  
production enhance-
ment operations, sent 
thick plumes of  smoke 
and gas into the air 
that spread across the 
sur rounding areas 
like dense fog. Eyewit-
nesses said the flames 
shot up to nearly 100 
feet high, destroying 
hundreds of  coconut 
trees and causing ex-
tensive damage to veg-
etation in the vicinity.
Authorities said the 
incident  occur red 
when workover rig op-
erations were under-
way. A large quantity 
of  gas mixed with 
crude oil is believed to 
have gushed out with 
tremendous pressure 
before igniting, lead-
ing to the sudden 

blaze.  Workers at the 
site and residents from 
nearby houses fled to 
safety  as  the f ire 
quickly intensified, 
causing panic across 
the village.Upon re-
ceiving information, 
local officials includ-
ing the Malkipuram 
Mandal Tehsildar im-
mediately rushed to 
the spot and began as-
sessing the scale of  
damage. Firefighters 
and ONGC emergency 
teams were deployed 
to the site to bring the 
situation under con-
trol. Konaseema dis-
trict administration is 
supervising firefight-
ing efforts and taking 
precautionary safety 
measures to prevent 
the blaze from spread-
ing further. Mean-
while, ONGC technical 
experts and Deep In-
dustries engineers 
reached the scene to 
investigate the cause 
of  the leak and to de-
vise safety protocols to 
cap the well. Prelimi-
nary efforts to cool the 
affected area and con-
tain the fire are under-
way, while authorities 
have put local emer-
gency response teams 
on high alert.As part 
o f  p r e c a u t i o n a r y 
measures, of ficials 
evacuated residents of  
Irusumanda village 
and advised those re-
siding within a five-
kilometre radius to 
leave their homes tem-
porarily.  Temporary 
shelters and support 
arrangements have 
been made by the dis-
trict administration 

for affected families. 
Minister of  Labour, 
Factories, Boilers, and 
Insurance Medical 
Services, Vasamsetti 
Subhash, spoke to the 
district collector and 
ONGC representatives 
to review firefighting 
operations. 

He directed officials 
to ensure that all nec-
essary safety protocols 
are implemented and 
that the fire is con-
tained swiftly to avoid 
further threat to peo-
ple and property.Chief  
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu also took 
stock of  the situation 
and held discussions 
with Ministers  K. 
A t c h a n n a i d u  a n d 
Vasamsetti Subhash, 
along with senior offi-
cials from the Energy 
Department and the 
district administra-
tion.  The CM instruct-
ed that the incident be 
thoroughly investigat-
ed and emphasized the 
need for stringent safe-
ty measures during 
ongoing oil and gas op-
erations in the region.
By evening, the situa-
tion remained under 
control but tense, as 
emergency teams con-
tinued efforts to douse 
the remaining flames. 

The district admin-
istration assured that 
residents would be al-
lowed to return home 
only once conditions 
are declared complete-
ly safe. Officials said 
the exact cause of  the 
gas leakage would be 
determined after a de-
t a i l e d  t e c h n i c a l 
assessment.

Telangana Approaches Supreme Court to 
Halt AP’s Polavaram-Nallamall Sagar 

Expansion Projects

Massive Fire Erupts at ONGC Well in 
Konaseema; Villagers Evacuated, No 

Casualties Reported
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Union Minister 
Manohar Lal Urges 

States to Join 
People-Led Drive 

on Energy Efficien-
cy and Renewables

Naga Babu 
assures opportuni-
ties for dedicated 
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Tirupati: The Tirupa-
ti District Police on 
Monday issued an offi-
cial clarification re-
garding circulating so-
cial  media re por ts 
claiming that liquor 
bottles were found in 
the holy town of  Tiru-
mala. According to po-
lice authorities, the 
claims connecting the 
recovered bottles to po-
lice facilities are mis-
leading and factually 
incorrect.In a detailed 
statement, Tirupati Dis-
trict Police explained 
that the bottles were 
discovered near Balaji 
Colony, beside a road 
close to a low retaining 

wall and behind some 
bushes a location fre-
quently used as a com-
mon car parking spot by 
pilgrims and vehicle 
owners. 

Police emphasized 
that this place bears no 
direct connection to the 
Tirumala Police Guest 
House, which is situat-
ed roughly 25 to 50 feet 
higher up the hill. The 
suggestion that the bot-
tles were discovered 
within or around police 
accommodation prem-
ises is, therefore, inac-
curate. Authorities fur-
ther  clari f ied  that 
during examination, 
the bottles appeared old 
and weathered, likely 
having been exposed to 

rain, which washed off  
their labels. 

The police, in coordi-
nation with the Excise 
Department, have be-
gun an investigation to 
trace the origin and dis-
tribution source of  the 
bottles. Officials are 
also examining the pos-
sibility that the discard-
ed bottles might have 
been left behind by ran-
dom visitors after con-
sumption or deliberate-
ly placed there with 
malicious intent to mis-
lead the public and tar-
nish the sanctity of  
Tirumala.

To ascertain the exact 
sequence of  events, lo-
cal police have started a 
thorough review of  

CCTV surveillance foot-
age from the surround-
ing areas. Additionally, 
Tirumala Excise Police 
Station SHO has been 
called in for an official 
enquiry and to provide 
any relevant observa-
tions or findings related 
to the case. Reinforcing 
their commitment to 
maintaining law, order, 
and sanctity in the hill 
shrine, the Tirupati Dis-
trict Police reiterated 
that Tirumala Temple 
Town remains under 
strict vigilance and reg-
ulatory control. 

The Tirumala Tiru-
pati  Devasthanams 
(TTD), local police, and 
vigilance personnel are 
jointly ensuring that no 

illegal or unethical ac-
tivities take place with-
in the sacred zone. The 
authorities assured that 
any negligence or in-
volvement of  individu-
als whether internal or 
external will result in 
stringent disciplinary 
and legal action.The po-
lice statement also ap-
pealed to the public to 
refrain from spreading 

or believing unverified 
n e w s  c i r c u l a t i n g 
through social media 
platforms. 

Citizens were urged 
to depend solely on offi-
cial updates from gov-
er nment and police 
sources for accurate 
infor mation.“Public 
peace and the sanctity 
of  Tirumala are of  ut-
most priority to us. Eve-

ry report that suggests a 
violation within the 
holy site is taken seri-
ously and investigated 
transparently. 

We appeal to devotees 
and media platforms 
not to speculate or sen-
sationalize such inci-
dents until facts are ver-
i f i e d , ”  t h e  p o l i c e 
statement said.Officials 
have confirmed that 

once the investigation 
concludes, complete de-
tails of  the findings will 
be disclosed publicly in 
a transparent manner. 

Meanwhile, pilgrims 
were urged to maintain 
faith in the security 
measures implemented 
across Tirumala to pre-
serve  i ts  spiri tual 
atmosphere.

TPN Bureau  | Jan. 5, 
2026 

The Supreme Court 
on Monday held a de-
tailed hearing over the 
ongoing dispute be-
tween Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana concern-
ing the Polavaram and 
Nallamala Sagar pro-
jects. The case was tak-
en up by a bench led by 
Chief  Justice of  India 
Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud, along with Justice 
Surya Kant, who ob-
served that the issue in-
volved allegations of  
potential violations by 
Andhra Pradesh in rela-
tion to the inter-state 
water sharing agree-
ments.    Telangana’s 
counsel, senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, argued that 
Andhra Pradesh was at-

tempting to proceed 
with certain aspects of  
these projects, disre-
garding existing alloca-
tions of  river waters. He 
pointed out that the pro-
jects should strictly ad-
here to the allocations 
made under the Goda-
vari Water Disputes Tri-
bunal and that any de-
v i a t i o n  c o u l d  b e 
detrimental to Telanga-
na’s interests.

The Chief  Justice not-
ed that the Union gov-
ernment had already 
constituted a special 
committee to examine 
the disputes between 
the two states and asked 
Singhvi why the matter 
should not be left to the 
committee’s report. 
“You yourself  are say-
ing that a committee 
has been formed why 

not let it submit its find-
ings first?” Justice 
Surya Kant remarked.
Singhvi, meanwhile, 
sought interim relief  
from the court to pre-
vent Andhra Pradesh 
from proceeding further 
on the grounds that 
such actions might 
cause irreparable harm. 

He argued that “post-
bifurcation, Telangana 
is a newly formed state, 
and most projects are 
still under construc-
tion,” emphasizing that 
compliance with alloca-
tions is mandatory.Rep-
r e s e n t i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradesh, senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi 
countered that the state 
was not violating any 
orders  or  tribunal 
awards. “We are only 
preparing a report for a 

future project on our 
territory, aimed at di-
verting surplus flood-
waters to drought-prone 
regions. There are no 
violations of  any exist-
ing judgments,” he 
stated. 

Rohatgi questioned 
Telangana’s objections, 
saying, “If  I want to 
build something on my 
own land, why should 
anyone object?” Anoth-
er counsel for Andhra 
Pradesh, senior advo-
cate Jagdeep Gupta, 
claimed that Telangana 
had already undertaken 
multiple projects across 
the Godavari and could 
not object to Andhra’s 
proposals based on un-
founded assumptions.

After hearing argu-
ments from both sides, 
the Supreme Court de-

ferred the matter to Jan-
uary 12. The Bench said 
it would continue the 

next hearing after re-
ceiving inputs from all 
relevant stakeholders 

and committee reports, 
stressing that any reso-
lution must take into ac-

count the interests of  all 
riparian states.

Tirupati Police Clarify on Viral Reports Claiming Liquor Bottles 
Found in Tirumala

Supreme Court Hears Polavaram–Nallamala Sagar Dispute Between 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana; Next Hearing on January 12

TPN Bureau | Jan 5
Simmhapeta: Minister 

Nadendla Manohar an-
nounced a series of  new 
welfare initiatives aimed 
at improving the lives of  
farmers and the urban 
poor during a public 
meeting held in Simmha-
peta village on Monday. 
Addressing the gathering, 
the Minister said that the 
government is distribut-
ing free tarpaulins to 
farmers as part of  a new 
agricultural support pro-
gram designed to protect 
harvested produce from 
unseasonal rains and cy-
clones. In addition, he re-
vealed that a pilot pro-
gram has been launched 
in urban areas to provide 
wheat flour at a subsi-
dized price of  ₹20 per 
kilogram. 

  “Depending on the re-
sponse from citizens, we 
intend to expand this ini-
tiative to rural areas as 
well,” the Minister added. 
Highlighting the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
food security and welfare, 
Mr. Manohar reminded 

the audience that the 
state is currently supply-
ing fine-quality rice to 
over 34,000 schools and 
4,000 welfare hostels. “We 
are ensuring that no stu-
dent or resident in these 
institutions suffers due to 
shortage or poor quality 
of  food grains,” he said.

Expressing apprecia-
tion for local leadership, 
the Minister commended 
MLA Gondu Shankar for 
his efforts in addressing 
the developmental and 
civic issues of  the region. 
“ B e c a u s e  o f  M L A 
Shankar’s  consistent 
work, several long-pend-
ing problems in this con-
stituency have found 
practical solutions,” he 
said.

District Collector Swap-
nil Dinakar Pundkar, also 
present at the event, ex-
plained the administra-
tive measures taken to 
speed up paddy procure-
ment despite disruptions 
caused by the recent cy-
clone. “Our teams worked 
with a well-coordinated 
plan to ensure that farm-

ers do not incur losses. 
The procurement process 
has been accelerated 
across all affected man-
d a l s, ”  t h e  C o l l e c t o r 
stated.

Speaking later, MLA 
Gondu Shankar said the 
government has intro-
duced flexible ration dis-
tribution, allowing bene-
ficiaries to collect rations 
anytime within a 15-day 
window. “People no long-
er have to wait for specific 
vehicles or fixed days as 
in the past. This change 
ensures convenience and 
better accessibility of  es-
sential commodities,” he 
said.

The event saw partici-
pation from several local 
officials, farmers, and 
self-help group members. 
The series of  announce-
ments reflected the gov-
ernment’s focus on agri-
cultural resilience, food 
security, and citizen wel-
fare  signaling a stronger 
push toward inclusive 
growth across rural and 
urban Andhra Pradesh.

New Reforms and Expanded Facilities: Minister Nadendla 

Manohar Highlights Welfare Efforts in Simmhapeta

Union Minister Manohar Lal Urges States to Join People-
Led Drive on Energy Efficiency and Renewables

TPN Bureau | January 4
Vijayawada: Union Minis-

ter for Energy, Housing and 
Urban Development, Shri 
Manohar Lal Khattar called 
upon all States to actively 
join the Centre’s “People’s 
National Mass Movement” 
for energy efficiency and re-
newable energy, describing 
it as essential to combating 
climate change and acceler-
ating India’s transition to-
ward sustainable develop-
m e n t .  A d d r e s s i n g  a 
high-level meeting in Vi-
jayawada, the Union Minis-
ter said that under the lead-
ership of  Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, India 
has emerged as a leading 

global voice in advocating 
climate responsibility and 
balanced growth. 

He reminded that the 
Prime Minister was among 
the first to warn the inter-
national community of  the 
looming climate crisis near-
ly a decade ago, which the 
world is now witnessing 
with growing intensity. Shri 
Khattar emphasized that 
climate action must be 
mass-driven and decentral-
ized, urging States to spear-
head coordinated efforts in-
volving  gover nments, 
industries, institutions, and 
citizens. 

  He said Mission LiFE 
(Lifestyle for Environ-
ment), a flagship initiative 
launched by the Prime Min-
ister, provides a roadmap 
for sustainable behavioral 
change by replacing the 
“use-and-dispose” model 
with a circular economy 
founded on mindful con-
sumption. The Minister 
noted that Mission LiFE 

promotes simple, impactful 
practices such as switching 
to LED lighting, carpooling, 
cycling, adopting EVs/CNG 
vehicles, conserving water, 
reducing waste, and using 
energy-efficient appliances.  
These measures, he added, 
not only protect the envi-
ronment but also improve 
public health, enhance eco-
nomic productivity, and 
generate green jobs in re-
newable energy, waste man-
agement, and eco-tourism 
sectors. The Bureau of  En-
ergy Efficiency (BEE) also 
presented a report high-
lighting success stories and 
communication strategies 
adopted by various States. 
Shri Khattar proposed or-
ganizing State-level, Na-
tional, and Global Mission 
LiFE Summits to showcase 
best practices, attract in-
vestments, and reinforce In-
dia’s global leadership in 
sustainability.

Commending the out-
comes of  the National En-

ergy Conservation Awards 
2025, the Minister an-
nounced that during 2023–
24, India achieved 53.60 mil-
lion tonnes of  oil equivalent 
in energy savings equiva-
lent to 321 billion units of  
electricity resulting in an-
nual monetary savings of  ₹2 
lakh crore and cutting 321 
million tonnes of  CO₂ 
emissions.

The Minister particular-
ly lauded Andhra Pradesh 
for its pioneering initia-
tives under Chief  Minister 
Shri  N.  Chandrababu 
Naidu, including MoUs 
with EESL for urban LED 
lighting, MSME energy up-
grades, geothermal tech-
nology, and “Urjaveer” 
campaigns promoting BEE-
rated appliances. “Andhra 
Pradesh has set a bench-
mark in technology-led sus-
tainability,” Shri Khattar 
said, reaffirming India’s 
collective journey toward a 
greener, cleaner, and ener-
gy-secure future.

Cabinet Sub-Committee on increasing retirement age
TPN Bureau | January 05
Amaravathi: A Cabinet 

Sub-Committee of  the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment held a detailed review 
meeting on Monday regard-
ing the proposed increase in 
the retirement age of  em-
ployees working in public 
sector undertakings (PSUs), 
corporations, and Sched-
ule-9  and Schedule-10 
institutions.

   The sub-committee, 
which includes Finance 
Minister P. Keshav and Mu-
nicipal Administration & 
Urban Development Minis-
ter Dr. P. Narayana, met on-
line to examine the implica-
t i o n s  o f  r a i s i n g  t h e 
retirement age for employ-
ees of  state-run corpora-
tions. Minister Narayana 
joined the meeting through 

Zoom from his camp office in 
Amaravati.During the dis-
cussion, the ministers and 
officials deliberated on the 
potential financial implica-
tions that the state govern-
ment would face if  the retire-
ment age is extended. 

The committee was in-
formed that a total of  2,831 
employees are already con-
tinuing in service at the age 
of  62, following directions is-
sued by the courts.Officials 
from various departments 
gave presentations on the 
number of  employees work-
ing in different corporations 
and the financial burden 
that the extension of  retire-
ment age would impose on 
each corporation and the 
government exchequer. 

The ministers sought de-
partment-wise and corpora-

tion-wise data to undertake a 
realistic assessment of  the 
fiscal impact before taking a 
final decision.The sub-com-
mittee emphasized the im-
portance of  a balanced ap-
proach one that considers 
both employee welfare and 
the state’s financial sustain-
ability.  It decided to convene 
another round of  meetings 
soon after the detailed data 
on employee numbers and 
financial liabilities from 
each corporation becomes 
available.Minister Narayana 
noted that while the inter-
ests of  employees must be 
safeguarded, fiscal prudence 
is equally crucial in policy 
decisions involving large-
scale financial implications 
for the government.  He said 
the committee aims to arrive 
at a practical solution that 

addresses both administra-
tive needs and financial fea-
sibility.The upcoming meet-
ing is expected to analyze 
corporation-wise informa-
tion more comprehensively 
before presenting final rec-
ommendations to the state 
cabinet. Sources indicate 
that the committee’s report 
will play a key role in shap-
ing the government’s final 
stance on increasing the re-
tirement age for PSU and 
corporation employees. 
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TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 05, 2026

Amaravati: Jana Sena 
Party (JSP) MLC and 
general secretary Naga 
Babu has assured that 
every individual who 
worked diligently for the 
party will be given suit-
able opportunities in the 
coming days. Address-
ing a virtual meeting on 
Monday with the Non-
Resident Indian (NRI) 
wing of  the party from 
the central office in Am-
aravati, Naga Babu reit-
erated the party’s com-
mitment to rewarding 
loyal and hardworking 
cadres who contributed 
to the growth and expan-
sion of  the Jana Sena 
movement.

  Speaking during the 
interaction, Naga Babu 
lauded Deputy Chief  
Minister and Jana Sena 
chief  Pawan Kalyan for 
his leadership and com-
mitment to inclusive 
gover nance. He de-
scribed Pawan Kalyan 
as a visionary leader 
who is paying special at-
tention to the develop-
ment of  rural and agen-
cy areas that had long 
been neglected in ad-
ministrative planning. 

His leadership, Naga 
Babu said, has brought a 
new sense of  dynamism 
and transparency to gov-
ernance, particularly in 
grassroots development 
sectors.Highlighting 
Pawan Kalyan’s achieve-
ments in administra-
tion, Naga Babu pointed 
out the remarkable im-
provement of  the Pan-
chayati Raj Department 
under his stewardship. 
“At one time, Andhra 
Pradesh’s Panchayati 
Raj Department was 
ranked 24th among the 

states, but under Pawan 
Kalyan’s leadership, it 
has now risen to the top 
position. This progress 
is a testament to his vi-
sion and commitment to 
empowering local gov-
ernance,” he stated.
Naga Babu emphasized 
that the people of  
Andhra Pradesh are 
strongly in favor of  the 
current political alli-
ance remaining united. 
The coalition govern-
ment, he said, has gener-
ated public optimism 
through its synergy and 

shared agenda for wel-
fare and development. 

Expressing confi-
dence in its enduring 
stability, he remarked 
that the partnership 
will continue to serve 
the interests of  the 
people effectively.Call-
ing upon Jana Sena 
workers across all lev-
els to stay united, Naga 
Babu urged them to 
dedicate their efforts 
toward the collective 
goal of  building a pros-
perous and developed 
Andhra Pradesh. “Let 

us all work together ac-
tivists, leaders, and 
supporters to ensure 
the state’s progress 
and uphold the values 
Jana Sena stands for,” 
he appealed. The vir-
tual meeting witnessed 
active participation 
from members of  the 
NRI Jana Sena commu-
nity, who expressed 
their readiness to con-
tribute to the party’s 
development initia-
tives and electoral pre-
paredness in the com-
ing months.

Naga Babu assures opportunities for dedicated Jana 
Sena workers

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 05:

PAmaravathi: TDP 
senior leader and MLA 
S o m i r e d d y  C h a n -
dramohan Reddy has 
strongly criticized YS-
RCP president Y.S. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy for 
making what he de-
scribed as “false and 
unethical” claims re-
g a r d i n g  t h e 
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport project 
i n  n o r t h  A n d h r a 
Pradesh. Speaking to 
reporters at Amarava-
ti, Somireddy said Jag-
an should refrain from 
spreading misinforma-
tion aimed at mislead-
ing the public about 
the airport’s develop-
ment and its origins.

  The TDP leader re-
minded that when the 
Bhogapuram airport 
was originally pro-
posed and initiated 
during the Telugu De-
sam Par ty gover n-

ment’s tenure, Jagan 
had mocked the idea, 
questioning, “Why an 
Airbus for a region 
where even red buses 
don’t reach?” Somired-
dy said that such re-
marks had once ridi-
culed the aspirations 
of  the people of  Utta-
randhra, but now Jag-
an was shamelessly 
claiming credit for the 
same project.

“Today, without any 
moral responsibility or 
sense of  shame, he is 
trying to appropriate 
the efforts and vision 
of  the previous govern-
ment,” Somireddy re-
marked. He accused 
Jagan of  political hy-
pocrisy, stating that 
when the air port’s 
groundwork was being 
laid, the YSRCP leader 
attempted to obstruct 
progress through criti-
cism and misinforma-
tion. Somireddy went 
on to ridicule Jagan’s 

tendency to make exag-
gerated claims, saying 
that if  left unchecked, 
Jagan might one day go 
so far as to declare that 
his family had brought 
India’s independence, 
conducted the Pokhran 
nuclear tests, or even 
designed the military’s 
‘Operation Sindoor’. 
He said such exagger-
ated self‑glorification 
diminishes the serious-
ness of  political dis-
course and erodes the 
credibility of  public 
leaders.

The TDP MLA em-
p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e 
Bhogapuram project’s 

progress was the result 
of  years of  planning 
and administrative 
groundwork carried 
out during the tenure 
of  former Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu 
Naidu. He cautioned 
that attempts to mis-
represent facts for po-
litical mileage would 
only mislead voters 
and create unneces-
sary divisions among 
the public.

“Politicians have a 
duty to uphold truth 
and dignity in public 
life,” Somireddy as-
serted. “When leaders 
like Jagan resort to 

false propaganda and 
selective amnesia, pub-
lic respect for politics 
itself  declines. ”He 
urged the people of  
Andhra Pradesh to rec-
ognize the facts behind 
key infrastructure pro-
jects and not to be 
swayed by “temporary 
political narratives 
crafted for election sea-
son.”  Somireddy reit-
erated that the TDP re-
mains committed to 
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e 
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport and to 
ensuring balanced de-
velopment across all 
regions of  the state.

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 5

Tadepalli: YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) 
president and former 
Andhra Pradesh Chief  
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy strongly con-
demned the alleged acts 
of  violence and intimi-
dation during the re-
cently held Mandal Par-

ishad President (MPP) 
by-elections across the 
state. Taking to social 
media, he accused the 
ruling alliance led by 
Chief  Minister  N. 
Chandrababu Naidu of  
“brutally murdering 
democracy in broad 
daylight.

  ”In a series of  posts, 
Jagan deplored what he 

described as wide-
spread misuse of  police 
power, voter intimida-
tion, and targeted as-
saults on YSRCP repre-
sentatives. He said that 
incidents in Udayagiri 
constituency’s Vinja-
mur mandal and Raya-
durg constituency’s 
Bommanahal mandal 
reflected the “arro-

gance and dangerous 
tendencies” of  the alli-
ance government. “In 
Vinjamur, our MPTC 
members were blocked 
in the middle of  the 
road while going to cast 
their votes. 

One woman MPTC 
member was severely 
injured, another mem-
ber was kidnapped, and 
a third was taken into 
police custody. The sole 
purpose behind these 
actions was to prevent 
them from exercising 
their vote,” Jagan al-
leged. He added that 
similar incidents un-
folded in Bommanahal, 
where YSRCP MPTCs 
were detained to stop 
them from participat-
ing in the election pro-
cess.Jagan accused the 
authorities, including 
the police and election 
officials, of  acting as si-
lent spectators while 
democratic procedures 
were subverted. 

“Even in a small local 
body by-election, the 
ruling alliance has dis-
played its contempt for 
democratic values by 

turning elections into a 
show of  force rather 
than a fair contest,” he 
stated. According to 
him, the events were not 
isolated but part of  a de-
liberate plan to stifle op-
position voices and ma-
nipulate the electoral 
process in favor of  the 
Telugu Desam Party-led 
alliance. “When demo-
cratically elected repre-
sentatives are kid-
napped, assaulted, and 
denied their constitu-
tional rights, it exposes 
the complete break-
down of  governance,” 
Jagan added.

Calling the situation 
an alarming sign for the 
f u t u re  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s political envi-
ronment, he demanded 
that Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu an-
swer for turning the 
state into a “lawless, 
jungle raj.” Jagan cau-
tioned that if  such prac-
tices continue un-
c h e c k e d ,  t h e 
government’s abuse of  
power could permanent-
ly erode democratic in-
stitutions in the state.

Jagan Mohan Reddy Slams TDP-Led Alliance Over 
“Murder of Democracy” in MPP Bypolls

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 05:

S r i k a k u l a m : 
Andhra Pradesh Civil 
Supplies Minister Na-
dendla Manohar on 
Monday announced 
that, for the first time 
in the state’s history, 
farmers are receiving 
payment for their pad-
dy within 24 hours of  
sale. He said the coali-
tion government is 
committed to ensur-
ing farmers’ welfare 
and transparency in 
paddy procurement 
across the state.

  As part of  his visit 
to Srikakulam dis-
trict, the minister in-
spected several paddy 
procurement centers, 
godowns, and rice 
mills. At the Arasav-
alli mandal-level civil 
supplies godown, he 
examined sugar pack-
ets meant for distribu-
tion through the Pub-
l i c  D i s t r i b u t i o n 
System (PDS) and An-
ganwadi centers. 

Later, at the Srini-
vasa Rice Mill in Ra-
machandrapuram vil-
lage of  Gara mandal, 
he interacted with 
millers to understand 
their operational is-
sues. During an inter-
action with local farm-
ers, he expressed 
satisfaction as several 
reported that their 

payments had been 
credited to their bank 
accounts within just 
four hours of  selling 
their produce. 

He also enquired 
whether  f ar mers 
faced any difficulties 
related to deductions 
for moisture or wast-
age, to which they re-
sponded that there 
were none.Highlight-
ing the government’s 
financial discipline, 
Manohar said that the 
current administra-
tion had cleared ₹1,674 
crore in pending pad-
dy dues left by the pre-
vious government 
within two months of  
taking office. 

Of  this, ₹1,000 crore 
was released in the 
first month and ₹674 
crore in the next. He 
added that this year, 
the government has 
set a record target of  
procuring 51 lakh met-
ric tonnes (LMT) of  
paddy, out of  which 38 
LMT have already 
been collected state-
w i d e .  P a y m e n t s 
amounting to ₹9,300 
crore have been cred-
ited to nearly 6 lakh 
farmers’ accounts 
within 24 hours of  
sale.

Speaking about dis-
trict performance, the 
minister said Srikaku-
lam district  has 

achieved 5 LMT of  its 
6.5 LMT target, depos-
iting ₹1,200 crore into 
farmers’ accounts. 
The remaining 1.5 
LMT will be procured 
soon. He assured that 
strict measures are in 
place to prevent incon-
venience to farmers, 
millers, and hamalis 
during the process.

At a public meeting 
in Simmhapeta vil-
lage, Manohar an-
nounced that the gov-
ernment is providing 
free tarpaulins to 
farmers and selling 
wheat flour at ₹20 per 
kg on a pilot basis in 
urban areas. Based on 
feedback, this scheme 
may be expanded to 
villages. He also point-
ed out that 34,000 
schools and 4,000 wel-
fare hostels are being 
supplied with fine-
quality rice.

District Collector 
Swapnil  Dinakar 
Pundkar stated that 
despite challenges 
from recent cyclones, 
the district adminis-
tration accelerated 
paddy procurement 
through proper plan-
ning. MLA Gundu 
Shankar added that 
ration cardholders 
can now collect their 
monthly quota any-
time within 15 days 
without delays.

Farmers Receive Paddy Payments 
Within 24 Hours: Minister Nadendla 

Manohar

Perni Nani Slams Opposition, Credits Jagan 
for Bhogapuram Airport

TDP Leader Somireddy Chandramohan Reddy Hits Out at Jagan Over 
Bhogapuram Airport Remarks

TPN Bureau | Jan 5
M a ch i l i p at n a m : 

Former minister Per-
ni Nani strongly de-
fended YSRCP chief  
Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, asserting that 
t h e  l o n g - aw a i t e d 
Bhogapuram Airport 
became a reality sole-
ly because of  his vi-
sion and hard work. 
Addressing the me-
dia, Perni Nani dis-
missed claims by op-
position leaders that 
former Chief  Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu 
Naidu had any role in 
the airport’s develop-
ment, calling such 
statements  “false 
propaganda.”

He questioned how 
Chandrababu Naidu 
could take credit for 
the project, noting 
that before the 2019 
e l e c t i o n s ,  N a i d u 
merely laid a founda-
tion stone without ac-
quiring an acre of  
land. Nani said that 
Naidu initially pro-
posed acquiring 5,000 
acres and then in-
creased it to 15,000 
acres but failed to 
start any work. 

  It was Jagan’s gov-
ernment, he said, that 

acquired 2,200 acres, 
completed rehabilita-
tion and resettlement 
for affected families, 
built a new colony, 
and began construc-
tion in 2023.Per ni 
Nani added that all 
clearances for the 
Bhogapuram Airport 
were secured under 
Jagan’s administra-
tion and that the pro-
ject is being built 
with the sacrifices of  
local farmers. He em-
phasized that the air-
port is expected to 
open in 2026, noting 
that Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari recent-
ly approved a six-lane 
national  highway 
from Visakhapatnam 
Port to the airport at 
a cost of  ₹6,600 crore. 

“The airport where 
opposition leaders 
now pose for photos is 
Jagan’s hard-earned 
achievement,” Nani 
said.Nani also took a 
swipe at TDP MP 
Ram Mohan Naidu, 
accusing him of  em-
barrassing the nation 
through his state-
ments related to In-
digo Airlines and 
claiming that India’s 
reputation had suf-

fered  because  of  
them. He criticized 
the NDA alliance 
leaders for “claiming 
credit for projects 
they never initiated.

”Shifting focus to 
medical colleges, the 
ex-minister alleged 
that despite govern-
ment offers of  free 
land and assured sal-
aries for two years, 
not a single private 
player came forward 
to build new medical 
col le g es.  He  dis -
missed as false the 
BJP’s claim that en-
t re p re n e u r  P re m 
C h a n d  S h a h  w a s 
linked to a proposed 
medical college in 
Adoni.

Targeting Chan-
drababu Naidu fur-
ther, Nani accused 
h i m  o f  l e av i n g 
Andhra Pradesh in 
massive debt, failing 
to support police de-
partments with fuel 
allowances, and mak-
ing empty promises 
on volunteer hono-
r a r i u m s ,  p o w e r 
charges, and Amara-
vati development. 
“TDP’s history is full 
of  lies and decep-
tion,” he asserted.



Palakollu, West 
Godavari | Jan 5:

A pall of  gloom de-
scended on Palakollu 
town in West Godavari 
district  after news 
emerged that a Telugu 
couple residing in the 
United States lost their 
lives in a tragic road ac-
cident. The sudden and 
untimely demise of  the 
couple has sent shock-
waves through their 
family, friends, and the 
local community.

The deceased have 
been identified as Krish-
na Kishore and his wife 
Asha, natives of  Pala-
kollu. Krishna Kishore 
was working as a soft-
ware professional in the 

US, where the family 
had been living for sev-
eral years. According to 
initial reports, the acci-
dent occurred when the 
car in which the couple 
was travelling met with 
a severe collision on a 
highway in the United 
States.

Both Krishna Kishore 
and Asha reportedly 
died on the spot due to 
the impact of  the acci-
dent. Their two chil-
dren, who were also in 
the vehicle at the time 
of  the incident, sus-
tained injuries and were 
rushed to a nearby hos-
pital. Hospital sources 
said the children are un-
dergoing treatment and 
their condition is stable, 

though they remain un-
d e r  m e d i c a l 
supervision.

Family members said 
the couple had recently 
visited Palakollu to 
meet  relatives and 
spend time with loved 
ones. After a short stay 
in India, they returned 
to the US only a few days 
ago. The tragedy struck 
soon after their return, 
leaving the family dev-
astated and struggling 
to come to terms with 
the loss.

News of  the incident 
spread rapidly in Pala-
kollu, with relatives, 
neighbours, and well-
wishers gathering at the 
family residence to offer 
condolences. Many de-

s c r i b e d  K r i s h n a 
Kishore and Asha as 
kind-hearted, family-
oriented individuals 
who maintained close 
ties with their home-
town despite settling 
abroad.

Local leaders and 
community representa-
tives expressed deep 
sorrow over the inci-
dent and extended their 
sympathies to the be-
reaved family. They also 
appealed to authorities 
and the Telugu diaspora 
in the US to extend all 
possible support to the 
injured children and the 
family during this diffi-
cult time.

Arrangements are re-
portedly being made to 

complete necessary for-
malities in coordination 
with Indian and US au-
thorities. Discussions 
are also underway re-
garding the transporta-
tion of  the mortal re-
mains and fur ther 
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e 
children.

The tragic accident 
has once again high-
lighted the uncertainty 
of  life and left the Telu-
gu community, both in 
India and overseas, 
united in grief.  As 
prayers pour in for the 
departed souls, the en-
tire focus remains on 
the recovery and future 
well-being of  the chil-
dren who have lost both 
parents in the heart-
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Amaravati | Jan 6: 
Former Vice-President 
of  India and senior BJP 
leader M. Venkaiah 
Naidu delivered a high-
impact speech at the 
grand Telugu Maha Sab-
halu held in Amaravati, 
drawing attention to cul-
tural pride, constitu-
tional values, and the 
significance of  the Telu-
gu language. His ad-
dress resonated with a 
large gathering of  lead-
ers, intellectuals, and 
language advocates, 
highlighting key themes 
of  heritage, identity, and 
national unity.

In his address, Naidu 
emphasised the impor-
tance of  upholding the 
Indian Constitution as a 
dynamic and living doc-
ument that grows with 
the nation over time. He 
reminded the audience 
that the Constitution 
was not just a text writ-
ten in stone, but a frame-
work designed to adapt 
to changing needs while 
preserving fundamental 
democratic values. Re-
flecting on his own jour-
ney, Naidu spoke can-
didly about how the 
experience of  the Emer-
gency period in India 
shaped his understand-
ing of  democracy and 
freedoms, urging young 
citizens to cherish and 
protect these rights.

Naidu also highlight-
ed the need for Telugu to 
be  celebrated,  pre-
served, and fortified in 
all spheres of  life. He 
called on government 
institutions, education-
al bodies, and cultural 

organisations to priori-
tise the promotion of  
the mother tongue, ad-
vocating its use not only 
in homes and schools 
but also in official and 
public arenas. Accord-
ing to Naidu, the Telugu 
language is a source of  
pride for millions and a 
symbol of  the commu-
nity’s rich literary and 
cultural traditions.

Addressing the youth, 

Naidu encouraged them 
to stay connected with 
Telugu literature, arts, 
and values while em-
bracing modern educa-
tion and global oppor-
tunities. He stressed 
that  knowing one’s 
mother tongue deeply 
not only strengthens 
cultural roots but also 
enhances intellectual 
growth and emotional 
confidence.

The event in Amara-
vati saw enthusiastic 
participation from di-
verse sections of  society 
who lauded Naidu’s 
message as timely and 
inspiring. Cultural ac-
tivists and scholars ech-
oed his call for safe-
guarding linguistic 
heritage, noting that 
rapid globalisation and 
technology should be 
used to enrich, rather 

than erode, regional 
languages.

Naidu’s remarks at 
the Maha Sabhalu were 
widely discussed across 
social platforms, with 
many praising his abili-
ty to blend cultural 
pride with democratic 
ideals. As the celebra-
tions continue in Am-
aravati, his speech is ex-
pected to boost ongoing 
efforts to promote Telu-

Former Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu Delivers Powerful 
Address at Telugu Maha Sabhalu in Amaravati

TPN Bureau | JAN 04
In a determined ef-

fort to curb drug abuse 
and its social impact, 
police in Machilipat-
nam have taken a se-
ries of  innovative pu-
nitive and preventive 
measures targeting 
drug addicts and sub-
stance abuse in the 
coastal city of  Krishna 
district. The local po-
lice have stepped up 
their strategy to ad-
dress the increasing 
concern over youth be-
ing drawn into drug 
culture, blending law 
enforcement with com-
m u n i t y – o r i e n t e d 
interventions.

In recent weeks, 
Machilipatnam police 
officials have intensi-
fied awareness cam-
paigns and strict en-
forcement actions 
aimed at deterring in-
dividuals involved in 
drug use and addic-
tion. Recognising that 
punishment alone may 
not be enough, author-
ities have introduced 
novel corrective ap-
proaches that combine 
behavioural  coun-
seling with communi-
ty service tasks for 
first–time offenders. 
Those caught using 
drugs are now being 
channeled through 
structured rehabilita-

tion programs that in-
clude mandatory at-
tendance at awareness 
sessions, counselling 
workshops, and com-
munity service activi-
ties designed to reinte-
g r a t e  t h e m 
constructively into so-
ciety. Senior officers 
explained that these 
measures are part of  a 
wider vision to create 
a drug–free environ-
ment in the district by 
not only penalising 
consumption but also 
encouraging recovery 
and positive lifestyle 
changes. Rather than 
relying solely on fines 
or detention, police are 
working with local 
NGOs and social work-
ers to ensure that ad-
dicts receive continued 
support, guidance, and 
opportunities to break 
free from substance 
dependence.

Machilipatnam’s po-
lice force has also 
launched street level 
awareness  drives, 
where officers interact 
directly with youth 
and families in public 
spaces. These drives 
emphasise the dangers 
of  drug use, including 
health risks, potential 
legal consequences, 
and its broader impact 
on families and ca-
reers. The initiative 

has engaged schools, 
colleges, and commu-
nity groups to spread 
the anti drug message 
widely and foster a cul-
ture that shuns narcot-
ics. Alongside these 
softer measures, police 
continue to enforce the 
law rigorously. Crack-
downs on drug ped-
dlers and undercover 
operations have been 
stepped up across the 
city, disrupting supply 
chains and deterring 
criminal networks as-
sociated with narcot-
ics. Authorities have 
stressed that the com-
bination of  firm action 
against traffickers and 
empathetic rehabilita-
tion for addicts is key 
to reducing drug abuse 
effectively. Local resi-
dents have responded 
positively to the po-
lice’s proactive ap-
proach, expressing 
hope that the blended 
model of  education, re-
habilitation, and en-
forcement will help 
s t e e r  v u l n e r a b l e 
youths away from ad-
diction. Community 
leaders have also of-
fered their support, 
pledging to assist po-
lice in outreach efforts 
and contribute to 
awareness programs 
through grassroots 
mobilization.

Telugu Couple from West Godavari Dies in Tragic Road Accident in the United States

Three-Day Arudra Utsavalu Concludes with 
Grand Homam at Indrakeeladri

Krishna District | Jan 
5 | TPN Bureau:

The three-day Arudra 
Utsavalu were concluded 
with religious fervour 
and devotion at the Sri 
Nataraja Swamy Temple 
on the sacred Indrakee-
ladri Hill in Krishna dis-
trict on Sunday. The con-
cluding rituals drew a 
large number of  devotees 
who gathered to witness 
the grand Purnahuti and 
seek divine blessings.

Arudra Utsavalu, ob-
served during the auspi-
cious Arudra Nakshatra 
in the month of  Marga-
shirsha, holds special sig-
nificance for devotees of  
Lord Nataraja, the cos-
mic dancer symbolising 
creation, preservation 
and destruction. The 
temple premises resonat-
ed with Vedic chants and 
devotional hymns as 
priests performed special 
poojas and abhishekams 
throughout the festival.

The final day of  the cel-
ebrations began in the 
early hours with elabo-
rate rituals and culmi-
nated in a grand homam. 

Senior priests conducted 
the sacred fire ritual by 
chanting Vedic mantras 
and offering oblations 
into the homa kundam. 
The Purnahuti marked 
the formal conclusion of  
the festival, symbolising 
spiritual purification and 
fulfillment of  prayers.

Thousands of  devotees 
from Vijayawada and 
surrounding districts 
thronged the temple dur-
ing the three-day celebra-
tions. Many devotees ob-
s e r ve d  f a s t i n g  a n d 
participated in special 
prayers, believing that 
worshipping Lord Nata-
raja during Arudra Nak-
shatra brings prosperity, 
good health and inner 
peace.   Temple authori-
ties made elaborate ar-
rangements to ensure 
smooth conduct of  the 
festival. Volunteers and 
staff  efficiently managed 
crowd movement and en-
sured that rituals were 
conducted without any 
disruption. Adequate se-
curity and medical facili-
ties were also arranged to 
cater to the large gather-

ing of  devotees. As part 
of  the celebrations, pras-
adam was distributed to 
devotees, adding to the 
spiritual ambience of  the 
occasion. Devotees ex-
pressed satisfaction over 
the arrangements and ap-
preciated the temple ad-
ministration for main-
taining discipline and 
sanctity during the 

festivities.
The conclusion of  the 

Arudra Utsavalu left dev-
otees spiritually en-
riched, with many ex-
pressing their desire to 
participate again next 
year. The festival once 
again highlighted the cul-
tural and religious sig-
nificance of  Indrakee-
ladri, reaffirming its 

place as one of  the promi-
nent spiritual centres in 
Krishna district.

Temple authorities 
stated that such tradi-
tional festivals play a key 
role in preserving an-
cient rituals and passing 
them on to future genera-
tions, while strengthen-
ing the bond between 
faith and community.

Machilipatnam Police Take Tough Action Against 

Drug Addiction with Innovative Measures

Vijayawada, Jan 6, 
2026 — YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) senior 
leader and for mer 
minister Perni Ven-
katramaiah, popularly 
known as Perni Nani, 
launched a sharp sa-
t i r i c a l  a t t a c k  o n 
Andhra Pradesh Chief  
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu and Union 
Minister Ram Mohan 
Naidu, accusing them 
of  political posturing 
and failing to deliver 
tangible results, par-
ticularly regarding the 
Bhogapuram Interna-
tional Airport project.

During a media in-
teraction, Perni Nani 
praised YSRCP chief  
and former Chief  Min-
ister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy for overseeing 
the completion of  the 
Bhogapuram Airport, 
which had faced delays 
for years following 
changes in the state 
government. In con-
trast, he criticized 
Naidu and Ram Mohan 
Naidu for focusing 
more on public rela-
tions and political the-
atrics than on actual 
development work.

Perni’s comments 
questioned the empha-
sis the opposition has 
placed on events and 
photo opportunities, 
suggesting that these 
actions offered little 
benefit to the common 
people. He rhetorically 
challenged the Chief  
Minister to explain 
what real improve-
ments had been made 
during his tenure, 
pointing out that the 
airport’s completion 
was a result of  consist-
ent efforts by the previ-
ous administration 
rather than recent po-
litical gestures. His 
statements quickly 
gained traction on so-
cial media and were 
widely discussed by re-

gional news outlets.
Political analysts 

note that such satirical 
remarks reflect the 
growing polarization 
between the ruling Tel-
ugu Desam Par ty 
(TDP)–led coalition 
and the YSRCP, which 
continues to maintain 
a vocal presence de-
spite its smaller seat 
share in the 2024 state 
elections. YSRCP lead-
ers have repeatedly 
criticized the govern-
ment for failing to ad-
dress key issues, in-
cluding agriculture, 
irrigation, and em-
ployment, while high-
lighting infrastructure 
achievements to claim 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
success.

YSRCP’s Perni Nani Takes Aim at CBN, Ram Mohan Naidu 

Over Bhogapuram Airport and Governance
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TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 4

Ichchapuram: Home 
Minister Vangalapudi 
Anitha called upon the 
public to join hands in 
eradicating ganja culti-
vation and protecting 
the future of  youth 
from drug addiction. 
She participated in the 
“Abhuyudayam Cycle 
Yatra” organized at 
Ichchapuram on Satur-
day, aimed at spreading 
awareness under the 
slogan “Drugs Vaddu 
Bro” (Say No to Drugs).
The event saw enthusi-
astic participation 
from Union Minister 
K. Ram Mohan Naidu, 
IG Gopinath Jetti, Gov-
ernment Whip Ben-
dalam Ashok, local 
representatives, stu-
dents, and officials. 

While Minister Ani-
tha led the rally on a 
scooter, others rode bi-
cycles through the 
town, raising slogans 
against drug use. The 
rally culminated in a 
public meeting held at 
Surangi Raju Ground, 
where Anitha reiterat-
ed that Chief  Minister 
N.  C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu’s vision is to 
make Andhra Pradesh 
a  drug-free  state. 
“From Payakarapupe-
ta to Ichchapuram, this 

yatra has carried a 
strong message every 
individual must take 
responsibility to elimi-
nate ganja. Special 
thanks to IG Gopinath 
Jetti and the Eagle 
Club led by IG Ravi 
Kiran for their com-
mendable awareness 
drives. I am proud that 
I ch ch ap u r a m ,  my 
hometown, is conclud-
ing this mission. 

  Let this region lead 
the way in fighting 
drugs,” she said. Ani-
tha emphasized strict-
er surveillance on the 
Andhra–Odisha bor-
der and stronger ac-
tion against those 
smuggling ganja leaves 
or plants across check-
points. Union Civil 
Aviation Minister Kin-
jaraapu Ram Mohan 
Naidu accused the pre-
vious YSRCP govern-
ment of  turning the 
state into a hub for gan-
ja cultivation. 

He lauded the coali-
tion government’s firm 
crackdown since tak-
ing charge, noting that 
over 53,000 kilograms 
of  ganja had been 
seiz ed  in  just  18 
months. “Police are 
now using drone cam-
eras to detect illicit 
crops in inaccessible 
tribal areas. Alongside 

eradication, tribal 
farmers are being edu-
cated on alternative 
livelihoods,” he said.
The minister present-
ed prizes to students 
who won essay compe-
titions on anti-drug 
themes and felicitated 
participants of  the 
yatra .Gover nment 
W h i p  a n d  I c h -
chapuram MLA Ben-
dalam Ashok reaf-
f i r m e d  t h e 
government’s commit-
ment to building a 
drug-free state. “The 
Eagle special task force 
has made g round-
breaking progress, and 
those sharing informa-
tion via the toll-free 
number 1972 will have 
their identities protect-
ed,” he assured.The 
event concluded with a 
series of  captivating 
cultural performances 
by school children and 
sand sculptures depict-
ing Chief  Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Minister Anitha, and 
the Abhuyudayam Cy-
cle Yatra, delighting 
the audience.

TPN Bureau | Jan 4
M a c h i l i p a t n a m : 

Machilipatnam, Janu-
ary 4: The Krishna 
district police have 
taken a tough stance 
against public nui-
sance caused by intox-
icated individuals in 
Machilipatnam. The 
incident, which oc-
curred on Saturday 
n i g h t  a t  G a n e s h 
Bhavan area,  has 
drawn widespread 
public attention after 
police paraded the of-
fenders through the 
streets before taking 
them to the police sta-
tion.According to of-
ficial reports, three 
young men created a 
ruckus under the in-
fluence of  alcohol 
near Ganesh Bhavan. 

 They allegedly at-
tacked pedestrians 
and damaged proper-
ty, including the office 
of  a local cable opera-
tor.  The incident 
caused panic among 
residents and disrupt-
ed public peace in the 
area. Taking serious 
note of  the unrest, 
Krishna District Su-
perintendent of  Po-
lice (SP) Vidyasagar 
Naidu directed his of-
ficers to take immedi-
ate and strict action. 

Acting on his or-
ders, R.Pet Circle In-
spector Yesubabu led 

a police team to the 
spot and apprehended 
the three accused in-
volved in the incident. 
T h e  p o l i c e  t h e n 
marched the offend-
ers on foot from the 
scene of  the distur-
bance through Kone-
ru Center to the local 
police station, a move 
that quickly became 
the talk of  the town. 
Later, the police ex-
tended the parade to 
the suspects’ own lo-
cality of  Balaramuni-
pet, making the dis-
play a public warning 
to habitual offenders 
and troublemakers. 
Locals gathered along 
the route, some ap-
plauding the police’s 
tough stance while 
others debated wheth-
er such public humili-
a t i o n  w a s 
appropriate.

Speaking to the me-
dia, CI Yesubabu stat-
ed that the action was 
intended to deliver a 
strong message to ha-
bitual drinkers, hooli-
gans, and drug users. 
“This is a stern warn-
ing — anyone who dis-
turbs public peace or 
causes harassment to 
others will face severe 

consequences. We will 
not tolerate such be-
havior under any cir-
cumstances,” he said. 

The police have 
booked the three un-
der multiple sections 
of  the law and have 
begun further investi-
gation.Public reac-
tion to the police re-
s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n 
mixed. Many resi-
dents praised the firm 
act ion,  saying  i t 
would deter similar 
misbehavior in the fu-
ture and help main-
tain law and order. 
Others expressed con-
cern about whether 
public parading was 
too extreme.  Still, the 
incident has high-
lighted the Machili-
patnam police’s deter-
mination to safeguard 
peace and ensure 
community safety 
through visible, deci-
sive enforcement.

TPN Bureau | Jan 4
Narasaraopet (Pal-

nadu District): Empha-
sizing the need for pub-
lic participation in 
maintaining clean vil-
lages, MLA Dr. Chadala-
wada Aravinda Babu 
stated that people’s co-
operation is vital for the 
success of  the Swachh 
Sankranti–Swachh Gra-
ma Panchayats pro-
gramme. Addressing a 
gram sabha at Sub-
b a y y a p a l e m  i n 
Rompicherla mandal on 
Monday, he urged villag-
ers to work scientifical-
ly toward the manage-
ment of  solid waste and 
to transform their vil-
lages into litter-free 
communities.

    Dr. Aravinda Babu 
advised that every vil-
lage should start the 
process of  producing 
vermicompost using bi-
ode g radable  waste, 
turning refuse into us-
able organic fertilizer. 
He called upon farmers 
to voluntarily remove 
dung heaps along the 
village roads and asked 
the youth to form com-
mittees dedicated to im-
proving sanitation in 
their localities. 

He added that Green 
Ambassadors have been 
appointed to collect gar-
bage from every house-
hold in the morning and 
requested residents to 
hand over their domes-
tic waste to them regu-

larly.Speaking later at a 
separate function to dis-
tribute land title pass-
books, Dr. Aravinda 
Babu said that the raja-
mudra (state emblem) 
embossed on the new 
passbooks represents a 
symbol of  trust and pro-
tection for farmers “a 
divine safeguard akin to 
L o r d  S r i  R a m a ’ s 
blessing.” 

The distribution of  
the new title passbooks 
with the rajamudra was 
organized grandly at 
Subbayyapalem village, 
with the MLA handing 
them over to beneficiar-

ies. Highlighting the 
government’s commit-
ment to farmer welfare, 
he remarked that the 
Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) aims to treat 
farmers as “kings of  the 
land,” ensuring they re-
ceive rightful recogni-
tion and respect. He 
said the previous gov-
ernment created unnec-
essary anxiety among 
farmers by issuing pass-
books and boundary 
stones with the then 
Chief  Minister’s photo-
graph, which caused 
fear and resentment in 
villages. 

In contrast, he said, 
the present TDP gov-
ernment has restored 
dignity by issuing offi-
cial land records bear-
ing the state emblem.
Dr. Aravinda Babu in-
formed that 13,104 farm-
ers in Rompicherla 
mandal are slated to re-
ceive the new pass-
books, while 1,833 farm-
ers in the Turimella 
revenue division have 
already been given 
theirs. He criticized the 
former administration 
for filing false cases, in-
cluding those related to 
illicit liquor and ganja, 

against TDP workers in 
rural areas. 

Now that the TDP is 
back in power, he noted, 
party cadres are once 
again living peacefully 
in their villages.Party 
leaders and activists in-
cluding Pallela Nagired-
dy, Inturi Prasad, Gadi-
parthi Suresh, Inturi 
Chinna Venkata Rao, 
Monditoka Ramarao, 
G a d i p a r t h i  Ve n -
kateswara Rao, Inturi 
Venu, Pulukuri Jaggai-
ah,  and Vadlamudi 
Kishore participated in 
the programme.

TPN Bureau | Jan 05
Tirupati: In a dramat-

ic midnight incident, 
villagers in Pakala 
Mandal of  Tirupati dis-
t r i c t  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
thwarted an attempted 
temple theft at the Ra-
malayam in Konapared-
dipalli. Acting swiftly 
after noticing suspi-
cious activity near the 
t e m p l e,  t h e  l o c a l s 
caught three men alleg-
edly trying to break into 
the premises and hand-
ed them over to the po-
lice.According to police 
reports, the attempted 
burglary occurred on 
Sunday around mid-
night. Residents of  Ko-
napareddipalli were 
alerted by unusual nois-
es coming from the tem-
ple area.    

Realizing something 
was amiss, several vil-
lagers immediately 

gathered and decided to 
monitor the temple sur-
roundings. As the sus-
pects tried to gain entry 
and execute their plan, 
the vigilant villagers 
confronted and appre-
hended them on the 
spot.During the initial 
inspection, police found 
tools and weapons alleg-
edly used for the at-
tempted theft. These 
items were seized as 
part of  the investiga-
tion.  The detained men 
were later identified 
and taken into custody 
by Pakala police for in-
terrogation. Prelimi-
nary inquiries revealed 
that one of  the suspects 
hails from Pulicherla, 
another from Santapet 
in Chittoor district, 
while the third person 
is believed to be an out-
sider who had recently 
arrived in the area. Po-

lice said that all three 
had been working as 
daily laborers near Up-
puvanka before engag-
ing in the attempted 
crime.

Further investigation 
into their backgrounds 
showed that the sus-
pects have previous 
criminal records involv-
ing theft and burglary 
cases registered at dif-
ferent police stations. 
Authorities suspect that 
the group has been tar-
geting temples and iso-
lated properties in rural 
areas, taking advantage 
of  quiet nighttime con-
ditions to carry out 
their crimes.

Pakala Sub-Inspector 
stated that the accused 
are now in judicial cus-
tody and that a detailed 
investigation is under-
way to determine their 
involvement in similar 

incidents  re por ted 
across Tirupati district 
in recent months. The 
police commended the 
presence of  mind and 
cooperation shown by 
the local villagers, 
whose timely interven-
tion helped prevent a po-
tential temple theft and 
aided law enforcement 
in capturing repeat of-
fenders. The incident 
has reignited discus-
sions about the impor-
tance of  strengthening 
community vigilance 
and installing security 
surveillance systems 
around rural temples 
and heritage sites. Po-
lice have urged the pub-
lic to remain alert and 
immediately report any 
suspicious movements 
near religious or public 
structures to help en-
sure safety across the 
district.

Attempted Temple Theft Foiled in Tirupati District: Villagers Nab Three Suspects 

TPN Bureau | Jan. 5
Kurnool: The Central 

Government has an-
nounced a major reform 
by replacing the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) with a 
new scheme titled “Guar-
antee for Rozgaar and Vik-
sit Ajeevika Poshan Yoja-
na.” The new program 
aims to strengthen rural 
livelihoods and provide 
broader social security 
through expanded job op-
portunities and sustaina-
b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
activities.

  According to Kurnool 
District Water Manage-
ment Agency Project Di-
rector Venkatarama-
nayya, preparations are 
underway to fully imple-
ment the scheme across all 
villages starting April 
2026. To create awareness 
among farmers, daily la-
borers, elected representa-
tives, and government 
staff, awareness sessions 
are being held through 
Gram Sabhas in all 973 
Gram Panchayats of  the 
district from Monday 
onward. 

These meetings, con-

ducted under the supervis-
ing villagers on of  Mandal 
Parishad Development Of-
ficers (MPDOs), are ex-
pected to play a vital role 
in informing  about the 
objectives, benefits, and 
procedures of  the new 
scheme. 

Key Changes in the New 
Scheme

The new initiative in-
creases the number of  
guaranteed employment 
days from 100 to 125 per 
household annually, pro-
viding greater livelihood 
stability to rural families. 

Administrative expenses, 
including staff  salaries 
and operational costs, 
have been raised from 6% 
to 9% of  the total budget 
allocation to ensure 
smoother implementa-
tion.The funding pattern 
has also been revised. 

While the Central Gov-
ernment previously con-
tributed 90% and states 
10%, under the new for-
mula, the cost will be 
shared 60:40 between the 
Centre and State Govern-
ments. The scheme em-
phasizes works related to 

water conservation, rural 
infrastructure, livelihood 
promotion, and measures 
to counter the impact of  
natural calamities. Impor-
tantly, job seekers who do 
not receive employment 
within 14 days of  applica-
tion will be entitled to un-
employment allowance, 
equal to half  of  the daily 
wage. 

This amount will be re-
covered from responsible 
officials in case of  delays. 
Similarly, any delay in 
wage payments will at-
tract mandatory compen-

sation to ensure timely 
disbursement. Awareness 
Campaigns BeginOfficials 
urged all villagers to at-
tend the Gram Sabhas be-
ing conducted from Mon-
day across Kur nool 
District.  These meetings 
aim to help beneficiaries 
clearly understand the 
rights, procedures, and 
benefits available under 
the new “Guarantee for 
Rozgaar and Viksit Ajee-
vika Poshan Yojana,” en-
suring effective and trans-
parent implementation at 
the grassroots level.

New Employment Guarantee Scheme Implementation Gathers 
Pace in Kurnool District

M a c h i l i p a t n a m 
P o l i c e  P a r a d e 

‘Say No to Drugs’ Abhuyudayam Cycle Rally 
Concludes in Ichchapuram; Minister Anita 

Vows Drug-Free Andhra Pradesh

People should cooperate for cleaner villages
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OPINION
HYDERABAD, TUESDAY, JANUARY, 06.01.2026

Vivekanna: A Strong Hope For The Downtrodden 
Of Telangana

I believe Dr. Gaddam 
Vivek Venkata Swamy 
represents a rare and 
meaningful blend of  po-
litical legacy and person-
al learning in Telangana 
politics. His jour ney 
clearly shows that while 
he comes from a strong 
political family, he has 
not survived on his sur-
name alone. Instead, step 
by step, he has tried to 
carry forward his fami-
ly’s values and reshape 
them to suit modern gov-
ernance and present-day 
public needs.

 First, to understand 
his public life, one must 
understand the deep 
roots of  his family’s com-
mitment to public ser-
vice. His father, Gaddam 

Venkatswamy, lovingly 
called “Kaka,” was not 
just a politician but a 
mass leader who rose 
from humble be gin-
nings. He served seven 
times as a Member of  
Parliament and worked 
as a Union Minister in 
important departments 
like Labour and Textiles. 
More than positions, 
what defined Kaka was 
his lifelong bond with 
workers, the poor, and 
marginalized communi-
t ies  across  Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana. 
His work in labour wel-
fare, education, and so-
cial justice created deep 
emotional trust among 
people, especially in re-
gions like Peddapalli. 

Even today, his name is 
spoken with respect, and 
that goodwill became a 
strong foundation for the 
next generation.

Second, growing up in 
such an atmosphere nat-
urally exposed Vivek 
Venkata Swamy to pub-
lic life from an early age. 
However, what truly sets 
him apart is his strong 
focus on education and 
professional credibility. 
He studied at Hyderabad 
Public School and later 
completed his MBBS 
from Osmania Medical 
College. In a political en-
vironment often domi-
nated by loud speeches, 
his medical background 
gave him a serious, dis-
ciplined, and responsi-

ble image. As a leader 
from the downtrodden 
sections of  society, he 
tried to combine tradi-
tional mass leadership 
with a modern, institu-
tion-driven approach to 
governance.

Third, his formal po-
litical journey began in 
2009 when he was elected 
as Member of  Parlia-
ment from Peddapalli, 
the same constituency 
once represented by his 
father. During that elec-
tion campaign, he trav-
elled extensively across 
the constituency with a 
clear development-fo-
cused approach. As a 
first-time voter from that 
Parliament area, I per-
sonally observed him 

closely during his visits 
to Godhavarkhani and 
P e d d a p a l l i  t o w n s . 
Though it was his first 
major election, his Tel-
angana Telugu dialect 
connected deeply with 
people. His command 
over Telugu, English, 
Hindi, and Urdu im-
pressed many, including 
elders and youth alike.

Fourth, I still remem-
ber meeting him during 
a  public  meeting in 
Peddapalli, where I had 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
shake hands with him. 
He was visibly tired 
and sweating(it was a 
scary summer) after at-
tending several cam-
paign programmes. At 
that moment, I wondered 
whether the son of  such 
a big leader would truly 
connect with ordinary 
people. That doubt disap-
peared instantly.  He 
spoke warmly, listened 
patiently, and mingled 
freely with people. Later, 
even after winning the 
election, he fulfilled 
many promises. Through 
the Visaka Charitable 
Trust, he supported my 
village with a borewell 
and provided benches to 
the primary school. One 
sentence he spoke that 
day stayed with me: pow-
er is not about ruling 
people, it is about serv-
ing those in need. That 
moment convinced me 
that leadership is proven 
through actions, not 
status.

Fifth, his rise did not 
happen overnight, nor 
was it without struggle. 
Despite being Kaka’s 
son, he faced difficult po-
litical phases, especially 
during the Telangana 
movement period. After 

the formation of  Telan-
gana, his political path 
went through shifts. His 
associations with BRS in 
2014 and BJP in 2019 
were widely seen as stra-
tegic decisions taken in 
the interest of  Telanga-
na and its people during 
changing political cir-
cumstances. However, 
his return to the Con-
gress party in November 
2023, in the presence of  
Rahul Gandhi, marked a 
clear renewal of  trust 
and acceptance by the 
party leadership. This 
return did not happen 
automatically; it was 
earned through years of  
engagement with people 
and welfare-oriented 
politics.

Sixth, beyond electoral 
politics, Vivek Venkata 
Swamy has built strong 
connections in business 
and media. His associa-
tion with Visaka Indus-
tries and links with me-
dia platforms like V6 
News and Velugu news-
paper have often been 
discussed in public de-
bates. These connec-
tions, whether praised or 
questioned, reflect his 
influence across multi-
ple institutions, which is 
increasingly important 
in today’s governance 
landscape.

Seventh, his election 
as MLA from Chennur in 
December 2023 opened a 
new chapter, and his in-
duction into the Telan-
gana Cabinet in June 
2025 further strength-
ened his role. Being giv-
en key portfolios such as 
Labour, Employment, 
Training & Factories, 
and Mines & Geology 
clearly shows the confi-
dence placed in him and 

the Congress party’s con-
tinued commitment to 
Dalit leadership. These 
departments directly 
touch the lives of  work-
ers, youth, industries, 
and local communities, 
making his responsibil-
i ty  both  heavy and 
meaningful.

Eighth, what truly 
stands out during his 
ministerial tenure is the 
focus on long-term re-
form rather than short-
term publicity. The re-
v iva l  o f  I n d u s t r i a l 
T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e s 
across Telangana is a 
strong example. By im-
proving infrastructure, 
modernising equipment, 
updating syllabi, and 
building industry part-
nerships, employability 
among youth has im-
proved. This ensures 
that skills taught match 
real industry needs, not 
outdated theories.

Ninth, labour welfare 
and factory safety have 
also received serious at-
tention. Strong inspec-
tions, strict enforcement 
of  minimum wages, saf-
er working conditions, 
and digital record-keep-
ing have reduced exploi-
tation and improved 
transparency. Workers 
now feel more confident 
approaching gover n-
ment institutions, while 
employers benefit from 
clearer rules and fewer 
disputes.

Tenth, in the mining 
sector, the balanced fo-
cus on skill development, 
local employment, work-
er safety, and environ-
mental responsibility 
reflects mature govern-
ance. Mining is no long-
er treated only as a rev-
enue source, but as a 

sector that must protect 
people and resources for 
the future.

Eleventh, collabora-
tion with national and 
international bodies has 
further strengthened la-
bour governance. En-
gagement with the In-
t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r 
Organisation and trade 
unions like INTUC has 
helped align Telanga-
na’s  labour policies 
with global standards. 
Dialogue instead of  con-
frontation has improved 
trust and industrial 
harmony.

Finally, today, Vivek 
Venkata Swamy stands 
as a second-generation 
leader who has experi-
enced political success, 
setbacks, and reinven-
tion. His current posi-
tion gives him a real 
chance to convert legacy 
and experience into last-
ing impact. Whether 
through job creation, la-
bour dignity, or responsi-
ble resource manage-
ment, his actions will 
decide how history re-
m e m b e r s  h i m — n o t 
merely as Kaka’s son, 
but as a leader who re-
shaped that legacy for a 
n e w  a n d  e v o l v i n g 
Telangana.

Sagar KV, Political 

Analyst.

The Promise and Potential of Modern Herbal Supplements – A Closer 
Look at Volten International’s VR-4

In recent years, the glob-
al health and wellness 
market has undergone a 
remarkable transforma-
tion, driven by rising 
awareness about lifestyle-
related illnesses, chronic 
inflammation, and the ur-
gent need for preventive 
healthcare. Consumers to-
day are increasingly seek-
ing solutions that go be-
y o n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l 
medicine—products that 
are natural, effective, and 
free from adverse side ef-
fects. Within this evolving 
landscape, Volten Interna-
tional’s VR-4 emerges as a 
compelling offering, com-
bining centuries-old bo-
tanical wisdom with mod-
ern scientific validation.

Volten International, a 
company with a presence 
across several Asian coun-
tries including Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, Viet-
nam, India, and the Philip-
pines, has positioned VR-4 
as a revolutionary health 
supplement. Its promise is 
simple yet ambitious: “Re-
move, Reduce, Recharge, 
and Regenerate.” These 
four pillars address key 
concerns of  modern liv-
ing: the accumulation of  
toxins, oxidative stress, 
low energy levels, and the 
critical need for cellular 
regeneration. In doing so, 
VR-4 seeks to bridge the 
gap between traditional 
herbal remedies and con-
t e m p o r a r y  w e l l n e s s 
demands.

At the heart of  VR-4 lies 
Black Ginger (Kaempferia 
Parviflora), a botanical 
that has been revered in 
traditional Asian medi-
cine for centuries. Scien-
tific interest in Black Gin-
ger has grown in recent 
years, as studies have 
highlighted its antioxi-
dant properties, potential 
to improve circulation, 
and ability to enhance en-

ergy metabolism. Unlike 
synthetic compounds that 
may come with unwanted 
side effects, natural herbal 
extracts like Black Ginger 
offer a holistic alternative, 
appealing to consumers 
who prioritize both effica-
cy and safety in their well-
ness choices.

The first pillar, “Re-
moves,” emphasizes detox-
ification. Modern life-
styles, characterized by 
processed foods, environ-
mental pollution, and sed-
entary habits, often lead to 
the accumulation of  harm-
ful substances in the body. 
VR-4 claims to assist in the 
removal of  these toxins, 
thereby promoting overall 
wellness. While detoxifica-
tion claims have often 
been met with skepticism, 
emerging research in phy-
totherapy suggests that 
certain botanicals can sup-
port liver function, opti-
mize metabolism, and re-
duce oxidative stress. By 
aiding the body’s natural 
cleansing mechanisms, 
VR-4 aligns with a preven-
tive approach to health 
that resonates with con-
t e m p o r a r y  w e l l n e s s 
philosophies.

The second pillar, “Re-
duces,” targets oxidative 
stress and chronic inflam-
mation—conditions in-
creasingly recognized as 
underlying factors in ag-
ing, cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, and other 
lifestyle-related illnesses. 
Oxidative stress arises 
when there is an imbal-
ance between free radicals 
and antioxidants, while 
chronic inflammation of-
ten silently contributes to 
tissue damage over time. 
VR-4’s formulation, en-
riched with bioactive com-
pounds from Black Ginger, 
aims to counteract these 
processes. Although more 
large-scale clinical studies 

are needed to quantify its 
effects, existing research 
underscores Black Gin-
ger’s antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory potential, 
providing a strong scien-
tific rationale for its inclu-
sion in the supplement.

“Recharges,” the third 
pillar, highlights VR-4’s fo-
cus on energy enhance-
ment and vitality. In to-
day’s fast-paced world, 
fatigue and low energy lev-
els are common, often 
stemming from poor nutri-
tion, stress, and disrupted 
sleep cycles. Herbal sup-
plements like VR-4 aim to 
support mitochondrial 
function, optimize meta-
bolic efficiency, and en-
hance stamina naturally. 
Unlike caf feine-based 
stimulants or synthetic en-
ergizers, VR-4 offers a 
more sustainable and side-
ef fect-free method of  
boosting energy—a bene-
fit that is increasingly val-
ued by health-conscious 
consumers seeking bal-
anced wellness solutions.

The final pillar, “Regen-
erates,” addresses cellular 
health, arguably one of  
the most important as-
pects of  preventive medi-
cine. VR-4 claims to sup-
port the regeneration of  
new, healthy cells, promot-
ing resilience and longev-
ity. While no supplement 
can reverse aging or cure 
diseases outright, the con-
cept of  enhancing cellular 
health through antioxi-
dants and targeted botani-
cals is supported by scien-
tific research. Ingredients 
that reduce oxidative dam-
age, assist DNA repair, and 
support efficient metabo-
lism can,  over time, 
strengthen the body’s re-
generative capacity, offer-
ing consumers a proactive 
approach to long-term 
well-being.

Beyond its functional 

claims, Volten Interna-
tional emphasizes the sci-
entific credibility of  VR-4. 
The company highlights 
clinical studies, patents, 
and international recogni-
tion, alongside assurances 
of  a side-effect-free experi-
ence. This dual focus—
rooting the supplement in 
traditional herbal knowl-
edge while validating it 
with modern research—
addresses an important 
consumer concern: safety. 
Transparency, evidence-
based claims, and rigorous 
quality control have be-
come essential factors in 
building trust in the global 
supplement market, and 
VR-4’s positioning reflects 
this trend.

From a lifestyle per-
spective, VR-4 represents 
more than just a supple-
ment; it embodies a pro-
active health philosophy. 
In an era where individu-
als are seeking preven-
tive, holistic solutions 
rather than quick fixes, 
VR-4’s promise of  detoxi-
fying, reducing inflam-
mation, recharging ener-
gy, and regenerating cells 
aligns with contempo-
rary wellness values. The 
product encourages con-
s u m e r s  t o  t h i n k  o f  
health as a continuous 
journey rather than a re-
active measure, promot-
ing vitality, balance, and 
resilience as guiding 
principles.

Yet, it is equally impor-
tant to approach such 
products with informed 
caution. The supplement 
industry, particularly in 
emerging markets, has 
witnessed instances of  ex-
aggerated claims. Con-
sumers should critically 
evaluate product asser-
tions, seek third-party 
test ing,  and consult 
healthcare professionals 
before incorporating new 

supplements into their 
routines. While Black Gin-
ger shows great promise, 
individual results may 
vary depending on genet-
ics, diet, lifestyle, and 
overall health status.

Volten International’s 
strategic global footprint 
further strengthens VR-
4’s appeal. By targeting 
markets across Southeast 
Asia and India, the com-
pany taps into regions 
with a rich tradition of  
herbal medicine. This 
cultural familiarity en-
hances consumer trust 
and positions VR-4 as an 
authentic and credible 
product. Moreover, inter-
national distribution of-
ten requires adherence to 
diverse regulatory stand-
ards, indicating higher 
quality control compared 

to locally produced, un-
regulated alternatives.

The rise of  supple-
ments like VR-4 also re-
flects a broader societal 
shift: a growing aware-
ness that optimal health 
is more than just the ab-
sence of  disease. Con-
sumers increasingly rec-
ognize the importance of  
energy, balance, and cel-
lular resilience in shap-
ing overall well-being. 
VR-4’s formulation exem-
plifies this philosophy, 
combining natural botan-
ical power with scientific 
validation to offer a pre-
ventive,  hol is t ic  ap -
proach to health.

In conclusion, Volten 
I n t e r n at i o n a l ’s  V R - 4 
stands at the intersection 
of  traditional herbal wis-
dom and modern health 

science. By focusing on 
detoxification, inflamma-
tion reduction, energy 
enhancement, and cellu-
lar regeneration, it ad-
dresses multiple facets of  
contemporary health 
challenges. While the 
long-term impact of  VR-4 
will ultimately be deter-
mined by rigorous clini-
cal validation and con-
sumer experience, its 
current positioning as a 
natural, scientifically in-
formed, and culturally 
resonant supplement is 
noteworthy.

As the global popula-
tion faces the challenges 
of  lifestyle diseases, en-
vironmental stressors, 
and aging, VR-4 offers 
more than just a prod-
uct—it offers a philoso-
phy of  proactive well-

ness. It underscores the 
idea that maintaining 
health is a continual, in-
tentional process. In do-
ing so, it encourages con-
s u m e r s  t o  e m b r a c e 
vitality, resilience, and 
balance as essential pil-
lars of  life.

Products like VR-4 sig-
nal a promising future 
for modern herbal sup-
plements: a future where 
traditional knowledge 
meets scientific rigor, 
and where wellness is de-
fined not by the absence 
of  illness but by the pur-
suit of  energy, longevity, 
and holistic vitality. Volt-
en International appears 
committed to advancing 
this vision, setting a 
standard for natural, pre-
ventive healthcare in the 
years to come.

For product details, interested individuals may contact 9502222244.
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BJP Explores Possible Alliance With Vijay’s TVK 
Ahead of Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is reportedly seriously 
exploring an electoral alli-
ance with actor-politician Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK) in Tamil Nadu, 
according to party sources. 
The development comes as the 
BJP looks to strengthen its po-
litical footprint in the state 
ahead of  the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections scheduled 
later this year.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, during his recent visit 
to Tamil Nadu, addressed a 
BJP core committee meeting 

where he emphasised that the 
party should focus on win-
ning elections rather than 
merely putting up a symbolic 
fight. Sources present at the 
meeting said Shah encour-
aged state leaders to think 
strategically and remain open 
to alliances that could consol-
idate anti-DMK votes.

Vijay, one of  Tamil cinema’s 
biggest stars, launched TVK 
recently, positioning it as a 
party focused on clean gov-
ernance and social justice. 
His popularity among youth 
and urban voters has made 

him a significant political fac-
tor, even before his party con-
tests its first major election. 
Political observers believe an 
alliance between the BJP and 
TVK could help the national 
party overcome its traditional 
weaknesses in Tamil Nadu, 
wh e re  re g i o n a l  p a r t i e s 
dominate.

However, such an alliance 
would not be without chal-
lenges. The BJP’s ideological 
positioning at the national 
level may not fully align with 
Tamil Nadu’s regional politi-
cal sentiments. Vijay, on the 

other hand, has been cautious 
about being seen as aligned 
too closely with any national 
party, preferring to project an 
independent image.

At present, discussions are 
said to be at an exploratory 
stage, with no formal an-
nouncement made by either 
party. Analysts believe the 
coming months will be cru-
cial in determining whether 
political pragmatism out-
weighs ideological dif fer-
ences, potentially reshaping 
Ta m i l  N a d u ’s  p o l i t i c a l 
landscape.

Political ‘Punch-Up’ in Karnataka: 
Rival Legislators Clash During 

Official Meeting

Tensions Within Mahayuti: Ajit Pawar’s 
Criticism of BJP Sparks Political Fallout

Cracks within Maha-
rashtra’s ruling Mahayuti 
alliance became visible af-
ter Deputy Chief  Minister 
Ajit Pawar launched sharp 
attacks on his ally, the 
BJP, accusing it of  corrup-
tion and power hunger. 
His remarks, made during 
local body election cam-
paigning, sent shockwaves 
through the alliance.

Pawar crit icised the 
BJP’s governance in the 
Pimpri-Chinchwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation, alleg-
ing large-scale corruption 

and claiming his party 
aimed to “slay the demon 
of  corruption.” He also 
took a dig at uncontested 
election wins secured by 
Mahayuti allies, suggest-
ing fear and intimidation 
prevented opposition can-
d i d a t e s  f r o m  f i l i n g 
nominations.

The BJP reacted strong-
ly, with state president 
Ravindra Chavan express-
ing regret over the alli-
ance and issuing a veiled 
warning to Pawar. Other 
BJP leaders  urg ed re -

straint, reminding Pawar 
of  an internal agreement 
not to publicly criticise al-
liance partners.

Political observers see 
Pawar’s remarks as a cal-
culated political move, 
aimed at  asserting his 
party’s identity while re-
maining within the alli-
ance. The episode under-
scores the fragile nature 
of  coalitions built on con-
venience rather than ide-
ology, raising questions 
about the alliance’s long-
term stability.

Virat Kohli’s decision to 
walk away from a lucrative 
₹300 crore partnership with 
global sportswear giant 
Puma and align instead 
with Indian company Agili-
tas Sports has sparked 
widespread discussion be-
yond the realm of  sports 
endorsements. Entrepre-
neur  Ritesh  Ag arwal , 
founder of  OYO Rooms, de-
scribed the move as a pow-
erful sign of  India’s grow-
ing business confidence 
— a statement that reflects 
a broader shift in how In-
dian celebrities view do-
mestic enterprises.

Kohli’s association with 
Puma, which be gan in 
2017 alongside the launch 
of  his  l i festyle  brand 
One8, was seen as a land-
mark partnership between 
Indian sporting stardom 
and global branding. How-
ever, after completing the 
eight-year contract, Kohli 
chose to back Agilitas 
Sports, a relatively young 

Indian company founded 
in 2023 and valued at over 
₹2,000 crore. The decision 
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  I n d i a n 
b r a n d s  a re  n o  l o n g e r 
viewed as secondary alter-
natives but  as  serious 
global contenders.

Ritesh Agarwal’s  re-
marks resonate in a startup 
ecosystem often criticised 
for excessive dependence 
on foreign capital and vali-
dation. Kohli’s move chal-
lenges that narrative by 
demonstrating faith in In-
dian entrepreneurship, in-
novation, and scale. It also 
reflects a deeper evolution: 
celebrities are no longer 
merely brand ambassadors 
but strategic investors 
shaping long-term business 
identities.

This transition also mir-
rors India’s broader eco-
nomic ambitions. With do-
mestic manufacturing, 
design, and brand-building 
gaining momentum, back-
ing homegrown companies 

carries symbolic and prac-
tical value. Kohli’s global 
stature offers Agilitas cred-
ibility, visibility, and aspi-
rational appeal — advan-
tages traditionally reserved 
for multinational brands.

At a cultural level, the 
move reflects changing def-
initions of  success. Instead 
of  maximising immediate 
financial returns, Kohli ap-
pears to be investing in leg-
acy, ownership, and align-
ment with India’s economic 
rise. As more high-profile 
figures make similar choic-
es, the boundary between 
sports, business, and na-
tion-building continues to 
blur.

Ultimately, Kohli’s deci-
sion is less about rejecting 
Puma and more about em-
bracing India’s growing 
confidence in its own entre-
preneurial capabilities. It 
signals a future where In-
dian brands are not just lo-
cally competitive but glob-
ally ambitious.

Jharkhand Man Arrested for Posing as IAS Officer 
for Seven Years

Police in Jharkhand arrest-
ed a man who allegedly imper-
sonated an Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer for 
nearly seven years, despite re-
peatedly failing the UPSC Civ-
il Services Examination. The 
accused was caught after visit-
ing a police station to seek 
help in a land dispute involv-
ing a relative.

Suspicion arose when offi-
cials noticed inconsistencies 

in his claims regarding his 
service details. A verification 
conducted at the sub-division-
al police officer (SDPO) level 
confirmed that no IAS officer 
matched the name, batch, or 
cadre details provided by the 
man. He was later traced and 
brought in for questioning.

During interrogation, the 
man confessed that he was not 
an IAS officer. Police recov-
ered several fake documents 

from his car, including a blue 
government nameplate, forged 
ID cards, and coaching insti-
tute materials. He had report-
edly used this false identity to 
influence officials and assert 
authority in gover nment 
offices.

The accused revealed that 
becoming an IAS officer was 
his father’s dream and his own 
ambition. After failing to clear 
the final stage of  the UPSC 

exam, he claimed he could not 
face his family’s disappoint-
ment and chose to live a lie 
instead.

Police officials stated that 
impersonation cases are not 
uncommon and stressed the 
importance of  verification. 
The man has been booked un-
der relevant sections of  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita for 
impersonation, forgery, and 
misleading public servants.
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Thirty-Two Cuban Nationals Killed During US 
Operation in Venezuela, Says Havana

The Cuban government 
has confirmed that 32 of  
its nationals were killed 
during the US military op-
eration to seize Venezue-
lan leader Nicolás Madu-
ro, escalating tensions 
between Havana and 
Washington. According to 
official statements, the de-
ceased were members of  
Cuba’s armed forces and 
intelligence agencies who 
were stationed in Venezue-
la as part of  a long-stand-
ing security cooperation 
agreement.

Cuba declared two days 
of  national mourning, de-
scribing the deaths as oc-
curring during “fierce 
combat” with US forces 
and aerial bombardments. 
Many of  those killed were 
reportedly part of  Madu-
ro’s close security detail 
and were present at the 
time of  the raid. Venezue-
lan authorities have not 
released official casualty 
figures, though unnamed 
officials cited by interna-
tional media suggest the 
death toll could be as high 
as 80.

Cuban President Miguel 
Díaz-Canel confirmed that 
Cuba had been providing 
security assistance to Ma-
duro and his wife at Vene-
zuela’s request. Cuba has 
long supported Venezuela 
politically and militarily, 
supplying intelligence 

personnel and advisers 
over several decades. Ha-
vana described the fallen 
personnel as heroes who 
“fulfilled their duty with 
dignity and courage.”

US officials revealed 
that American intelli-
gence agencies had moni-
tored Maduro’s move-
ments for months prior to 
the operation. General 

Dan Caine stated that US 
forces had detailed knowl-
edge of  Maduro’s daily 
routines, while reports 
suggest the CIA recruited 
a Venezuelan source to 
provide precise location 
data.

The deaths have sparked 
fears of  wider regional in-
stability. In remarks fol-
lowing the operation, US 

President Donald Trump 
claimed that military ac-
tion against Cuba would 
not be necessary, stating 
that the country was 
“ready to fall.” These com-
ments, along with recent 
US sanctions tightening, 
have raised concerns that 
Cuba could become the 
next focal point of  US 
intervention.

The incident has further 
strained already hostile 
US-Cuba relations and 
drawn condemnation from 
several Latin American 
governments. Analysts 
warn that the deaths of  
Cuban personnel could 
lead to diplomatic retalia-
tion and deepen ideologi-
cal divides across the 
region.

Venezuela’s Nicolás Maduro Pleads 
Not Guilty in US Court Amid Global 

Legal and Diplomatic Fallout

Venezuelan President Nicolás Ma-
duro made his first appearance before 
a New York court after being seized 
by US special forces in a dramatic op-
eration in Caracas. During the hear-
ing, Maduro pleaded not guilty to 
multiple charges, including drug traf-
ficking and narco-terrorism, while 
asserting his legitimacy by declaring, 
“I am still president.” His statement 
has intensified international debate 
over sovereignty, international law, 
and the legality of  the United States’ 
actions.

Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, 
were captured from their Caracas 
residence and flown to the United 
States on Saturday. Images of  the cou-
ple being escorted in handcuffs by 
heavily armed officers circulated 
globally, triggering protests and dip-
lomatic reactions. Outside the court-
house, supporters and protesters 
gathered, waving Venezuelan flags 
and chanting slogans both for and 
against Maduro.

The case has generated significant 
international concern. At an emer-
gency meeting of  the United Nations 
Security Council, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral António Guterres expressed seri-

ous concern that international legal 
norms may not have been respected 
during the US operation. Several 
countries have called for an inde-
pendent review of  the circumstanc-
es surrounding Maduro’s capture, 
warning that such actions could set 
dangerous precedents in interna-
tional relations.

Maduro’s arrest marks an unprec-
edented escalation in US–Venezuela 
tensions, which have been strained 
for decades due to sanctions, ideologi-
cal differences, and allegations of  hu-
man rights abuses. While Washing-
ton has framed the operation as a 
law-enforcement action against al-
leged criminal activities, critics ar-
gue it undermines diplomatic pro-
cesses and national sovereignty.

The legal proceedings are expected 
to be lengthy and complex, with glob-
al implications extending beyond 
Venezuela. The case could reshape 
international norms around extra-
territorial arrests and influence fu-
ture US foreign policy actions. As 
protests continue and diplomatic 
pressure mounts, the Maduro trial 
stands as a defining moment in con-
temporary geopolitics.

South Korea’s President Lee Jae Myung Meets Xi 
Jinping to Reset China Ties

A Paris court has found ten individ-
uals guilty of  cyber-bullying Brigitte 
Macron, the wife of  French President 
Emmanuel Macron, in a landmark 
ruling addressing online harassment. 
The defendants were accused of  
spreading false claims regarding her 
gender and sexuality, along with mak-
ing malicious comments about the 
couple’s age difference.

The court handed down suspended 
prison sentences of  up to eight 
months for most defendants, while 
one individual was jailed immediate-
ly for failing to appear in court. Sev-
eral defendants also had their social 
media accounts suspended. The judge 
ruled that the accused acted with a 
clear intent to cause harm through 
degrading and insulting online 
behaviour.

The case stems from conspiracy 
theories circulating since 2017, falsely 
claiming that Brigitte Macron was 

transgender. Her daughter, Tiphaine 
Auzière, testified that the harassment 
severely affected her mother’s health 
and family life, particularly impact-
ing her grandchildren who faced 
taunts at school.

While legal advisers initially sug-
gested ignoring the rumours to avoid 
amplifying them, the Macrons later 
chose to pursue legal action as the 
scale of  online abuse intensified. The 
ruling is seen as a strong signal 
against cyber-bullying and misinfor-
mation targeting public figures.

The case also sets the stage for a 
larger defamation trial in the United 
States against right-wing influencer 
Candace Owens, who has repeatedly 
promoted similar conspiracy theo-
ries. Legal experts view the verdict 
as a precedent in holding individu-
als accountable for digital harass-
ment in an era of  unchecked online 
discourse.

 French Court Convicts Ten in 
Cyber-Bullying Case Against 

Brigitte Macron

South Korean Presi-
dent Lee Jae Myung met 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Beijing in a sig-
nificant diplomatic effort 
to reset strained rela-
tions between the two 
countries. The meeting 
comes amid rising re-
gional tensions over Tai-
wan, North Korea’s mis-
sile tests, and ongoing 
trade concerns.

China is South Korea’s 
largest trading partner, 
and Lee has emphasized 
the need to ensure eco-
nomic cooperation is not 
weaponised amid politi-
cal disagreements. His 
visit marks the first by a 
South Korean leader 
since 2019 and signals a 
shift from the confronta-
t ional  s tance  of  his 
predecessor.

Discussions included 
regional security, North 
Korea’s  nuclear  pro-
gramme, and China’s un-
official restrictions on 
Korean cultural exports 
such as K-pop and K-dra-
mas. Lee also reiterated 
South Korea’s respect for 

the “One China” policy 
while seeking balanced 
relations with both China 
and Japan.

Experts view the meet-
ing as an attempt by 
Seoul to walk a diplomat-
ic tightrope, strengthen-

ing ties with China while 
maintaining its alliance 
with the United States. 
The outcome of  the talks 

could significantly influ-
ence regional stability 
and economic coopera-
tion in East Asia.

Swiss Police Identify All 40 Victims of Crans-Montana 
Bar Fire

Swiss authorities have 
confirmed the identities 
of  all  40 victims who 
died in a devastating bar 
fire at  the ski  resort 
town of  Crans-Montana 
on New Year’s Eve. The 
victims ranged in age 
from 14 to 39, with 15 un-
der the age of  18. The 
tragedy also left 119 peo-
ple injured, many with 
severe burns.

T h e  v i c t i m s  c a m e 
from multiple nationali-
ties, highlighting the in-
ternational character of  
the resort. Preliminary 
investigations suggest 
the fire was caused by 
sparklers attached to 
champagne bottles be-
ing held too close to the 
ceiling, allowing flames 
t o  s p r e a d  r a p i d l y 
through the venue.

A criminal investiga-
tion has been launched 
into the French couple 
who managed the bar, Le 
Conste l lat ion,  which 
was popular with young 
p at ro n s.  Au t h o r i t i e s 
have withheld detailed 

personal  infor mation 
out of  respect for the 
victims’ families.

E m o t i o n a l  t r i bu t e s 

poured in  from rela -
t ive s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
mother of  16-year-old 
Arthur Brodard,  who 

c o n f i r m e d  h e r  s o n’s 
death on social media. 
Memorial services and 
vigils have been held 

across Switzerland as 
the nation mourns one 
of  its deadliest nightlife 
disasters.
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Renewable Energy Stocks Under Pressure: 
Premier Energies and Waaree Decline

Shares of  Orient Technolo-
gies, Fairchem Organics, A-1 
Limited, and Antariksh Indus-
tries are expected to remain in 
focus in the coming week as 
they trade ex-date for various 
corporate actions. These de-
velopments underline how 
announcements such as bo-
nus issues, stock splits, and 
buybacks influence investor 
behaviour and shor t - ter m 
market movements.

According to BSE data, Ori-
e n t  T e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d 
Antariksh Industries  will 
trade ex-date for bonus issues 
of  equity shares. A-1 Limited 
will trade ex-date following the 
subdivision of  i ts  equity 
shares, while Fairchem Organ-
ics will go ex-date for its share 
buyback announcement. Inves-

tors seeking eligibility for 
these corporate actions must 
hold the shares on or before 
the ex-date, although final en-
titlement depends on the re-
c o r d  d a t e  s e t  b y  e a c h 
company.

Orient Technologies, an IT-
enabled services provider, has 
announced a bonus issue in 
the ratio of  1:10. This means 
shareholders will receive one 
new fully paid-up equity share 
of  ₹10 for every ten existing 
shares held. Bonus issues are 
often perceived positively, as 
they signal management con-
fidence in long-term growth 
and improve stock liquidity 
by increasing the number of  
shares outstanding.

Similarly, stock splits, such 
as the one announced by A-1 

Limited, aim to make shares 
more affordable and attrac-
tive to retail investors. While 
such actions do not change a 
company’s fundamental val-
ue, they can increase trading 
volumes and broaden inves-
tor participation.

Fairchem Organics’ buyback 
announcement places it in fo-
cus for a different reason. Buy-
backs reduce the number of  
outstanding shares and often 
signal that management be-
lieves the stock is underval-
ued. They can also improve 
earnings per share and pro-
vide downside support to stock 
prices.

However, market partici-
pants must exercise caution. 
Stocks often experience price 
volatility around ex-dates, as 

prices adjust to reflect the 
corporate action. Short-term 
gains driven purely by corpo-
rate announcements may not 
sustain  unless  backed by 
strong fundamentals.

From an economic perspec-
tive, these developments high-
light the importance of  corpo-
rate governance decisions in 
shaping capital market dynam-
ics. They also reflect how com-
panies use financial tools to 
reward shareholders, manage 
capital structure, and influ-
ence investor sentiment.

In summary, the upcoming 
ex-dates reinforce the need for 
investors to look beyond head-
line announcements and as-
sess whether corporate actions 
align with long-ter m value 
creation.

Reliance Industries Hits 
Record High on Optimism 

Over Venezuelan Oil Access

Shares of  Reliance Industries Ltd. 
(RIL) touched a fresh all-time high 
on January 5, 2026, driven by opti-
mism that geopolitical changes in 
Venezuela could benefit the compa-
ny’s oil refining business. The stock 
rose as much as 1.2% to ₹1,611.80 dur-
ing the session before paring gains. 
Over the past year, RIL has outper-
formed the broader market, gaining 
31% compared to an 11% rise in the 
Nifty 50.

Analysts believe that a US-led tran-
sition in Venezuela could lead to the 
lifting of  sanctions on Venezuelan 
crude exports. This would allow Reli-
ance to source heavy crude oil at a 
discount to Brent prices, improving 
its gross refining margins. Reliance 
operates one of  the world’s most 
complex refining systems, well-suit-

ed to process heavy and sour crude 
grades.

India was once a major importer of  
Venezuelan crude, but sanctions sig-
nificantly reduced trade volumes in 
recent years. Any revival in bilateral 
energy trade could enhance supply 
flexibility for Indian refiners. Ex-
perts also point out that stable global 
oil prices and improved crude avail-
ability could support higher capacity 
utilization for Reliance’s refineries.

However, analysts caution that geo-
political developments remain fluid, 
and investors should closely monitor 
crude price movements and policy 
signals. Despite near-term uncer-
tainties, Reliance’s diversified busi-
ness model and scale position it well 
to benefit from changes in global en-
ergy dynamics.

Indian Stock Market Ends Lower Amid 
Global Uncertainty and Sectoral Weakness

Indian benchmark equity in-
dices closed lower on Monday, 
January 5, 2026, reflecting cau-
tious investor sentiment amid 
rising geopolitical tensions and 
mixed corporate cues. The BSE 
Sensex declined by 322.39 points, 
or 0.38%, to settle at 85,439.62, 
while the NSE Nifty 50 fell 78.25 
points, or 0.30%, ending the ses-
sion at 26,250.30. The markets 
oscillated between modest gains 
and losses throughout the day as 
participants balanced optimism 
around improving quarterly 
earnings against concerns over 
escalating global risks.

Early in the session, equities 
showed signs of  resilience, sup-
ported by expectations of  robust 
corporate performance in the 

upcoming earnings season. 
However, sentiment weakened 
as investors grew wary of  the 
implications of  the United 
States’ military action in Vene-
zuela, which raised fears of  in-
stability in global energy mar-
kets and broader geopolitical 
fallout.

Heavyweight stocks dragged 
the benchmarks lower, particu-
larly in the banking and infor-
mation technology sectors. 
HDFC Bank, the largest constit-
uent of  the indices, dropped 
2.4% after its December-quarter 
business update revealed loan 
g rowth outpacing de posit 
growth. This raised concerns 
over higher funding costs and 
margin pressures. IT majors 

such as Infosys, HCL Technolo-
gies, and Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices declined between 1% and 
2%, ahead of  the sector’s earn-
ings season. The IT sector as a 
whole fell 1.4%, reflecting nerv-
ousness due to its high exposure 
to the US economy.

In contrast, broader markets 
showed mixed trends. Midcap 
stocks slipped marginally by 
0.2%, while small-cap stocks 
outperformed, rising 0.5%, indi-
cating selective risk-taking by 
investors. Sectoral divergence 
suggested that investors pre-
ferred stocks with strong domes-
tic growth stories amid global 
uncertainty.

Globally, markets were rela-
tively stable, with Asian indices 

such as Japan’s Nikkei and 
Topix posting gains, while US 
stock futures edged higher. Com-
modities also reacted to global 
events, with crude oil prices 
firming up due to supply con-
cerns linked to Venezuela.

Overall, the Indian equity 
market’s decline reflected a cau-
tious stance rather than panic 
selling. Investors remain fo-
cused on upcoming corporate 
earnings, global monetary poli-
cy cues, and geopolitical devel-
opments. Market experts be-
lieve that while short-term 
volatility may persist, strong 
dom

estic fundamentals and earn-
ings growth could support mar-
kets in the medium term.

US Military Action in Venezuela: 
Implications for Global Oil Markets and 

India

The US military operation to cap-
ture Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro has triggered a significant 
geopolitical development with wide-
ranging implications for global en-
ergy markets and India’s economic 
interests. On January 3, 2026, US forc-
es detained Maduro and his wife to 
face charges including narco-terror-
ism and drug trafficking in New 
York. This dramatic move has inten-
sified global attention on Venezuela, 
a country that holds the world’s larg-
est proven oil reserves at over 303 bil-
lion barrels.

Following the operation, former US 
President Donald Trump announced 
that American oil companies would 
invest billions of  dollars to revive 
Venezuela’s oil infrastructure. While 
this signals a potential long-term in-
crease in oil supply, analysts caution 
that Venezuela’s production capacity 
has been severely damaged by years 
of  underinvestment, sanctions, mis-
management, and political instabili-
ty. As of  late 2025, Venezuela was pro-
ducing only about 1 million barrels 
per day, far below its potential.

In the immediate aftermath, crude 
oil prices rose modestly as markets 
priced in a risk premium due to un-
certainty and supply disruptions. For 
India, which imports a significant 
portion of  its oil needs, the situation 
presents both risks and opportuni-

ties. Analysts describe it as a dual 
narrative: short-term volatility and 
long-term strategic benefit.

Indian equity markets remained 
relatively resilient despite the global 
shock. Commodity markets, however, 
saw increased activity, with gold and 
silver prices rising as investors 
sought safe-haven assets. According 
to brokerage firm PL Capital, any 
meaningful increase in Venezuelan 
oil supply is unlikely in the next 
three to six months, limiting immedi-
ate downside pressure on oil prices.

Indian upstream companies such 
as ONGC Videsh and Oil India could 
benefit if  US-led changes ease sanc-
tions and allow access to technology 
and equipment. These firms have 
stakes in Venezuelan oil fields like 
San Cristobal  and Carabobo-1 , 
where output could improve over 
time. Refiners such as Reliance In-
dustries may gain access to dis-
counted heavy crude, improving re-
fining margins.

However, oil marketing companies 
face uncertainty, as potential gov-
ernment interventions like excise 
duty hikes could offset benefits from 
lower crude prices. Overall, while 
short-term volatility is expected, an-
alysts believe that increased Vene-
zuelan output in the medium term 
could cap oil prices, benefiting oil-
importing countries like India.
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AI vs Identity: When DigiYatra Failed to Tell Twins 
Apart

A recent incident at 
M u m b a i  A i r p o r t 
brought unexpected at-
tention to the limita-
tions of  facial recogni-
tion technology, after 
India’s DigiYatra system 
failed to distinguish be-
tween identical twin 
brothers. Designed to 
simplify airport entry 
through biometric au-
thentication, DigiYatra 
instead created confu-
sion when both twins at-
tempted to enter the ter-
minal together. Despite 
being individually regis-
tered users, the system 
denied them access, flag-
ging an error that more 
than one person matched 
the same facial data.

The incident came to 
public notice after Insta-
g ram user Prashant 
Menon posted a video 
documenting the mo-
m e n t .  I n  t h e  c l i p, 
Prashant explains that 
both he and his twin 
brother had completed 
DigiYatra registration, 
yet the facial recogni-
tion gates rejected them. 
The automated system 
detected a single facial 
identity instead of  two 
distinct individuals, 
prompting an “Access 
Denied” message. Speak-
ing humorously in Hin-
di, Prashant said, “Digi-
Yat r a  w a a l o n ,  h u m 
judwa logon ke liye kuch 
kijiye,” calling attention 

to the oversight in biom-
etric design.

The video quickly 
gained traction on social 
media, amassing over 
62,000 views and nearly 
200 comments. Many us-
ers found the situation 
amusing, while others 
highlighted a serious 
technological gap. One 
commenter joked that 
Bollywood’s iconic twin 
characters “Sita and 
Gita” were not included 
in the AI’s training mod-
el. Another user took a 
more analytical view, 
stating that the system 
correctly flagged an 
anomaly and routed the 
u s e r s  f o r  m a n u a l 
verification.

DigiYatra responded 
promptly, acknowledg-
ing the concer n and 
reaching out to Prashant 
via direct message for 
f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e. 
While the issue was han-
dled politely, the inci-
dent raised broader 
questions about inclu-
sivity and edge-case sce-
narios in AI-driven pub-
lic infrastructure.

Facial recognition sys-
tems rely heavily on ma-
chine learning models 
trained on vast datasets. 
However, identical twins 
pose a known challenge 
because their facial 
structures are extremely 
similar, often exceeding 
the discrimination capa-

bility of  current algo-
rithms. Experts have 
long cautioned that bio-
metric systems should 
always include fallback 
mechanisms, especially 
in critical public spaces 
like airports.

This episode, while 
humorous on the sur-
face, underscores the 
importance of  design-
ing technology that ac-
counts for real-world 
human diversity. As In-
dia accelerates its adop-
tion of  digital identity 
solutions,  such mo-
ments serve as remind-
ers that  automation 
must evolve alongside 
inclusivity, accuracy, 
and human oversight.

A New Year Act of Kindness That Touched the World
A simple act of  com-

passion by an Indian 
man in the United States 
has captured hearts 
across social media, re-
minding viewers that 
kindness transcends 
borders. The viral video 
shows Instagram crea-
tor Noah approaching a 
homeless American cou-
ple on New Year’s Day 
and offering them bot-
tles of  water before ask-
ing if  they needed any-
thing else.

Visibly emotional, the 
man politely requested 
something modest—Mc-
Donald’s food. Noah re-
turned shortly with the 
meal, handing it over 
without cameras intrud-
ing on the moment. 
Overwhelmed, the cou-
ple repeatedly thanked 
him, with the man softly 
saying, “God bless you.”

The video was cap-
tioned with Noah’s re-
flection on the incident, 
explaining how deeply 
affected he was by see-
ing people without ac-
cess even to drinking 
water. His genuine emo-

tion struck a chord with 
viewers worldwide.

Social media reac-
tions poured in, praising 
the act as a model of  hu-
manity. Many users not-
ed that offering food 
rather than money en-
sured meaningful help, 

while others expressed 
hope that more people 
w o u l d  f o l l o w  s u c h 
examples.

This was not Noah’s 
first viral moment of  
kindness. Earlier, he had 
gained attention for 
helping a paralysed 

woman stranded  in 
heavy rain, personally 
d r iv i n g  h e r  t o  h e r 
daughter’s home. To-
gether, these actions 
built his reputation as a 
creator who uses his 
platform for empathy 
rather than spectacle.

In an internet land-
scape often dominated 
by outrage and contro-
versy, this quiet moment 
of  generosity  stood 
out—proving that some-
times, the most powerful 
stories are the simplest 
ones.

Man vs Machine vs Nature: 
IShowSpeed’s Wild Race 

With a Cheetah

Popular YouTuber and 
streamer IShowSpeed 
once again pushed the 
boundaries of  viral con-
tent by attempting one of  
his most daring stunts 
yet—racing a cheetah 
during his Africa tour. 
Known for challenging 
elite athletes and celeb-
rities, Speed’s decision 
to sprint against the 
world’s fastest land ani-
mal shocked viewers and 
sparked widespread de-
bate online.

The video begins with 
Speed confidently intro-
ducing his unusual oppo-
nent, a fully grown chee-
tah. However, before the 
race even began, the situ-
ation took a dangerous 
turn when the cheetah 
unexpectedly lunged at 
him, scratching his leg 
and leaving  visible 
marks. Despite the injury 
and the inherent risk, 
Speed chose to continue, 
showcasing his trade-

mark fearlessness.
As the countdown be-

gan, anticipation built 
among viewers. The race 
itself  was short-lived but 
dramatic. Speed sprinted 
at full capacity, but with-
in seconds, the cheetah 
accelerated effortlessly, 
overtaking him with ease 
and crossing the finish 
line first. The outcome 
was unsurprising, con-
sidering cheetahs can 
reach speeds between 100 
and 120 km/h, while the 
fastest recorded human 
speed—achieved by Us-
ain Bolt—is just under 45 
km/h.

Social media reactions 
poured in immediately. 
Many users expressed 
disbelief  at Speed’s cour-
age, while others ques-
tioned the ethics and 
safety of  staging such a 
stunt. Wildlife experts 
also weighed in, caution-
ing against interactions 
that could stress animals 

or put humans at risk.
This was not Speed’s 

first high-profile race. In 
November 2024, he went 
viral after racing Olym-
pic champion Noah Lyles 
in a high-stakes 50-metre 
sprint. While he lost that 
race as well, it earned 
him respect for pushing 
himself  against the best.

Speed’s Africa tour, 
scheduled to continue 
until late January 2026, 
has been filled with 
adrenaline-driven chal-
lenges and cultural ex-
ploration. The cheetah 
race, however, stands out 
as one of  his most ex-
treme experiments, blur-
ring the line between en-
tertainment and danger.

Ultimately, the stunt 
reinforced a  simple 
truth: while human am-
bition and digital fame 
know no bounds, nature 
still plays by its own 
rules—and it always 
wins.

Two Years of Hope: Indian 
Driver in Dubai Wins ₹24 

Lakh Lottery

Persistence finally 
paid of f  for Basheer 
Kaipurath, a 57-year-old 
Indian expatriate living 
in  Dubai ,  who won 
Dh100,000 (approximate-
ly ₹24 lakh) in the UAE’s 
popular Big Ticket draw. 
After consistently pur-
chasing tickets every 
month for  over two 
years,  Basheer’s pa-
tience was rewarded in a 
moment that left him 
stunned and emotional.

When contacted by the 
Big Ticket show host, 
Basheer initially strug-
gled to believe the news. 
He repeatedly asked for 
confirmation, softly re-
peating the winning 
amount to himself  as 
the reality slowly sank 
in. Once assured, his re-
sponse was simple and 

heartfelt: “Okay, thank 
you. I am very happy.”

A native of  Kerala, 
Basheer has lived in the 
UAE for 25 years, work-
ing as a driver to sup-
port his family. Accord-
ing to reports, buying a 
Big Ticket entry had be-
c o m e  a  ro u t i n e  fo r 
him—an act of  quiet op-
t imism rather  than 
blind gambling. His win 
resonated with many 
migrant workers who 
see such stories as sym-
bols of  hope amid daily 
struggles.

Basheer shared that 
he plans to use part of  
the  p r i z e  m o n e y  t o 
s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y 
back home in India. 
Despite his win, he in-
tends to continue par-
t i c i p at i n g  i n  f u t u re 

draws, fir mly believ-
ing in perseverance.

The Big Ticket raffle, 
based in Abu Dhabi, is 
one of  the UAE’s most 
popular lottery systems. 
With monthly draws of-
fering cash prizes up to 
AED 25 million and lux-
ury cars, it attracts par-
ticipants from across the 
country.  Tickets are 
available online and at 
select airport outlets.

Basheer’s story joins a 
growing list of  Indian 
expatriates who have 
struck luck through con-
sistency rather than 
chance. In a world driv-
en by instant gratifica-
tion, his journey serves 
as a reminder that some-
times, steady hope over 
t ime makes  a l l  the 
difference.

Potluck Priorities: When Food Beats Files at the Office
An of f ice  pot luck 

turned hilariously mem-
orable after a manager 
arrived with delicious 
food—but forgot his lap-
top. The incident, cap-
tured in a viral Insta-
gram video shared by 
Siddharth Maheshwari, 
showcased a lightheart-
ed workplace moment 
that resonated with mil-
lions online.

In  the  video,  col -
leagues can be heard 
teasing the manager as 
he laughs off  his mis-
take, saying in Hindi, 
“Yaar khana toh laya na 
main! Ho jaati hai mis-
take.” While the laptop 
was essential for work, 
the food clearly stole the 
spotlight, and one team-
mate even lent him their 
device so the day could 
continue smoothly.

The video amassed 
nearly 2 million views 
and tens of  thousands of  
likes. Viewers praised 
the manager’s camarade-
rie and relaxed attitude, 
calling him a rare exam-

ple of  a stress-free lead-
er. Many users shared 
similar childhood or of-
fice memories of  forget-
ting essentials while 

proudly carrying snacks 
or treats.

In a corporate world 
often associated with 
pressure and hierarchy, 

the clip offered a refresh-
ing glimpse of  warmth 
and relatability. It served 
as a reminder that some-
times, human connec-

tion matters just as 
much as productivity—
and that good food can 
s o f t e n  a l m o s t  a n y 
mistake.
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India Under-19 clinched 
an unassailable 2–0 lead 
against South Africa Un-
der-19 in the Youth ODI se-
ries after a dominant 
eight-wicket victory via 
the Duckworth–Lewis–
Stern (DLS) method in the 
second ODI. The match, 
held at Willowmoore Park, 
Benoni, was heavily affect-
ed by adverse weather, but 
India’s aggressive batting 
display—led by skipper 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi—
proved decisive.

Chasing a revised target 
of  174 runs in 27 overs fol-
lowing rain interruptions 
and lightning delays, India 
were well placed at 115 for 
2 in just 12.5 overs when 
play was halted for the 
first time. Although the 
match resumed briefly, 
persistent weather issues 
forced officials to call off  
play once India reached 
176 for 2 in 23.3 overs, com-
fortably surpassing the 
DLS-adjusted target.

The standout perfor-
mance came from captain 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, who 
played a breathtaking in-
nings of  68 runs off  just 24 
balls. His knock included 
an astonishing 10 sixes 
and one four, completely 
dismantling the South Af-
rican bowling attack. 
Suryavanshi’s fearless 
stroke play shifted mo-
mentum instantly and 
took the game away from 
the hosts within minutes.

Supporting contribu-
tions came from Abhigyan 
Kundu, who remained un-
beaten on 48 off  42 balls, 

and Vedant Trivedi, who 
scored a steady 31 not out 
from 57 deliveries, ensur-
ing stability after the early 
fireworks.

Earlier, South Africa 
posted a competitive total 
of  245 runs after being 

bowled out in 49.3 overs. 
Jason Rowles anchored 
the innings with a com-
posed 114 off  117 balls, in-
cluding seven fours and 
three sixes. However, In-
dian bowlers kept pres-
sure throughout the in-

nings. Kishan Singh was 
the pick of  the bowlers, 
returning impressive fig-
ures of  4 for 46 in 8.3 
overs, while R S Ambrish 
chipped in with two 
wickets.

With this win, India not 

only sealed the series but 
also showcased their 
depth, adaptability, and ex-
plosive batting potential—
key indicators of  a strong 
youth setup heading into 
future  inter national 
tournaments.

Ben Stokes Under Fire After On-Field Clash With Marnus 
Labuschagne

England captain Ben 
Stokes found himself  at 
the centre of  controversy 
during the fifth Ashes 
Test against Australia in 
Sydney after an aggres-
sive on-field exchange 
w i t h  M a r n u s  L a -
buschagne. Despite the 
Ashes already being de-
cided in Australia’s fa-
vour, tensions flared as 
Stokes appeared to place 
his  hand around La-
buschagne’s neck during 
a verbal confrontation.

The incident occurred 
on Day 2 as England 
struggled to make in-
roads with the ball after 
posting 384 in the first in-
nings.  Travis  Head’s 
c o u n t e r- at t a ck i n g  9 1 
frustrated the English 
b o w l e r s ,  p r o m p t i n g 
Stokes to attempt psycho-
logical tactics to unsettle 
the Australian batter.

Umpires intervened 
immediately, and the mo-
m e n t  s p a rke d  w i d e -
spread debate among for-
m e r  c r i c k e t e r s  a n d 
commentators. Brett Lee 
q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r 
physical contact was ac-
ceptable, while Alyssa 
Healy suggested the ag-

gression came too late in 
a series already lost.

Adam Gilchrist noted 
that such incidents often 
surface in final Ashes 

Tests due to fatigue and 
rising tempers. While 
some defended Stokes’ 
intensity as part of  Ash-
es tradition, others ar-

gued that physical ges-
tures crossed the line of  
sportsmanship.

T h e  e p i s o d e  o n c e 
again highlighted the 

fine balance between 
competitive aggression 
and disciplinary bound-
aries in elite inter na-
tional cricket.

Bangladesh Bans IPL Telecast Amid 
Mustafizur Rahman Controversy

In an unprecedented move, the 
Government of  Bangladesh or-
dered an immediate ban on the tel-
ecast of  the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) across the country. The deci-
sion follows a major diplomatic 
and sporting fallout involving 
Bangladeshi pacer Mustafizur 
Rahman and his exclusion from 
the Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) 
squad ahead of  the IPL 2026 
season.

The controversy erupted after 
the Board of  Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) reportedly instructed 
KKR to release Mustafizur Rah-
man without providing a publicly 
stated or rational justification. 
Mustafizur, a national icon in 
Bangladesh and a seasoned IPL 
performer, was expected to play a 
key role for KKR in the upcoming 
season.

The Bangladeshi government ex-
pressed strong displeasure, stating 
that the decision had “pained, sad-
dened, and aggrieved” the people 
of  Bangladesh. In an official direc-

tive, authorities ordered broad-
casters to halt all IPL-related tele-
casts and programming until 
further notice, citing public inter-
est and national sentiment.

The issue has extended beyond 
IPL broadcasting. The Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) formally in-
formed the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) that it would not 
send its national team to India for 
the 2026 ICC Men’s T20 World Cup, 
scheduled to begin on February 7. 
The BCB requested that Bangla-
desh’s matches be relocated to Sri 
Lanka due to concerns over player 
safety and trust.

This development threatens to 
create long-term repercussions, in-
cluding a potential freeze in bilat-
eral cricket ties between India and 
Bangladesh, reminiscent of  India–
Pakistan cricket relations. The 
controversy underscores how 
sporting decisions can escalate 
into geopolitical disputes when na-
tional pride and player dignity are 
perceived to be at stake.

Joe Root Equals Ponting’s Record, Eyes Sachin 
Tendulkar Next

England’s Joe Root 
etched his name deeper 
into cricketing history by 
scoring his 41st Test cen-
tury, equalling Australian 
legend Ricky Ponting’s 
tally. The milestone came 
during the fifth Ashes Test 
at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground, further cement-
ing Root’s status among 
the game’s all-time greats.

Root reached his centu-
ry in 146 balls and re-
mained unbeaten on 138 at 
lunch on Day 2. This was 
his second hundred of  the 
series and his 24th Test 
century since 2021—the 
most by any batter in that 
period.

With 13,777 Test runs at 
an average of  50.83, Root 
now trails only Jacques 
Kallis (45 centuries) and 
Sachin Tendulkar (51 cen-
turies) on the all-time list. 
He is also closing in on the 

14,000-run mark, a feat 
achieved by only a handful 
of  players.

Root’s innings helped 
England reach 336 for 6 at 
lunch, placing them in a 

strong position despite 
rain disruptions. His con-
sistency, longevity, and 

technical excellence con-
tinue to define England’s 
red-ball resurgence.

ICC Scrambles as 
Bangladesh Seeks T20 World 

Cup Venue Change

The ICC has been forced into 
emergency planning after Bangla-
desh requested a last-minute 
change of  venues for its matches 
in the 2026 ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup. The request follows diplo-
matic tensions triggered by the 
BCCI’s decision to ter minate 
Mustafizur Rahman’s IPL con-
tract with KKR.

Bangladesh’s interim govern-
ment, led by advisor Asif  Nazrul, 
strongly condemned the move, 
stating that Bangladesh would not 
tolerate disrespect toward its 
cricketers. As a result, the BCB 
formally asked the ICC to relocate 
their group-stage matches—origi-
nally scheduled in Kolkata and 
Mumbai—to Sri Lanka.

With the tournament just one 
month away, ICC chairman Jay 
Shah now faces a massive logisti-

cal challenge. According to re-
ports, the ICC has begun drafting 
a revised schedule, involving ven-
ue bookings, accommodation ar-
rangements, broadcasting chang-
es, and security planning.

Bangladesh was initially set to 
face West Indies, Italy, England, 
and Nepal across Indian venues. 
Relocating these fixtures could 
disrupt ticketing, sponsorship 
commitments, and broadcasting 
logistics.

Despite the uncertainty, the 
BCB has announced its 15-mem-
ber squad, with Litton Das named 
captain. The episode highlights 
how political tensions can spill 
into global sporting events, plac-
ing governing bodies under im-
mense pressure to maintain neu-
trality and ensure tournament 
integrity.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi’s Blitz Powers India 
U-19 to Series-Sealing Win
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Anasuya Issues Public Apology to Actress Raasi, 
Sparks Discussion in Tollywood

Hyderabad: Popular 
actress and television an-
chor Anasuya Bharadwaj 
has issued a public apol-
ogy to senior actress Raa-
si, following a controver-
sy that resurfaced on 
social media and stirred 
fresh debate within the 
Telugu entertainment in-
dustry. The incident has 
drawn widespread atten-
tion, highlighting issues 
of  accountability, sensi-
tivity, and evolving per-
spectives in showbiz.

The controversy traces 
back to a comedy show 
aired a few years ago, 
where Anasuya, as the 
anchor, was part of  a skit 
that included a double-
meaning dialogue refer-
ring to actress Raasi. 
Though the episode was 
broadcast long ago, a clip 
from the show recently 
went viral on social me-
dia platforms, prompting 
strong reactions from 
netizens. Actress Raasi 
openly expressed her dis-
pleasure, questioning the 
appropriateness of  such 
remarks and stating that 
she felt hurt by the 
reference.

Responding to the re-
newed criticism, Anas-
uya took to social media 
to offer a heartfelt apolo-
gy. Addressing Raasi 
with respect, she ex-
pressed deep regret over 
the incident and ac-
knowledged that she 

should have objected to 
the dialogue at the time 
of  filming. Anasuya ad-
mitted that back then, 
she did not have the con-
fidence or voice to chal-
lenge the creative deci-
sions taken on the show.

In her statement, Anas-
uya emphasized that peo-
ple grow and evolve with 
time. She said her out-
look has changed over 
the years and that she 
n ow  f i r m l y  s t a n d s 
against objectification 
and insensitive portray-

als, especially of  women. 
She also pointed out that 
she has consciously 
moved away from shows 
that rely on double-mean-
ing humor and has been 
more vocal about issues 
concerning dignity and 
respect.

The apology has trig-
gered mixed reactions 
from fans and industry 
observers. While many 
praised Anasuya for tak-
ing responsibility and 
showing maturity, others 
felt the apology came too 

late. Nevertheless, sever-
al voices from the indus-
try noted that acknowl-
edging past mistakes 
publicly requires cour-
age and should be seen as 
a positive step.

This episode has also 
reignited a broader dis-
cussion about content in 
television comedy shows 
and the fine line between 
humor and disrespect. 
With audiences becom-
ing more socially aware, 
celebrities are increas-
ingly being held account-

able for both current and 
past actions.

As of  now, Raasi has 
not issued an official re-
sponse to Anasuya’s 
apology. Fans of  both ac-
tresses continue to close-
ly follow the develop-
ments, hoping for an 
amicable closure. The in-
cident serves as a re-
minder that the enter-
tainment industry, like 
society at large, is under-
going a shift toward 
greater sensitivity and 
responsibility.

Vishika’s Hilarious First Look from Purushaha Unveiled, 
Sparks Fresh Buzz

The makers of  the up-
coming Telugu enter-
tainer Purushaha have 
unveiled the first-look 
poster of  actress Vishi-
ka, adding a fresh dose 
of  humour and excite-
ment to the film’s stead-
ily growing buzz. Known 
for its quirky promotion-
al strategy, the film con-
tinues to grab attention 
with character-driven 
posters that reflect eve-
ryday middle-class life 
through wit, emotion 
and relatable chaos.

Set against the back-
drop of  modern family 
and workplace dynam-
ics, Purushaha explores 
how ordinary people jug-
gle dreams, responsibili-
ties and unspoken pres-
sures. Instead of  relying 
on grand teasers or loud 
promotional campaigns, 
the team has smartly opt-
ed for visually engaging 
posters paired with clev-
er captions. Each reveal 
offers a humorous slice 
of  life, striking a chord 
with audiences across 
social media platforms.

The newly released 

poster featuring Vishika 
stands out for its bold 
and comic presentation. 
Wearing a T-shirt with 
the line “Touch Me If  
You Dare!”, Vishika is 
seen delivering a power-
ful kick that sends Ka-
sireddy Rajkumar flying 
across the frame. The 
caption, “He pressed the 
wrong button, the result 
is…,” perfectly sets the 
tone for the chaos that 
follows. With papers 
scattered around an of-
fice setup and Vishika’s 
f i e rc e,  n o - n o n s e n s e 
stance, the poster prom-
ises laugh-out-loud mo-
ments rooted in situa-
tional comedy.

Earlier, first-look post-
ers of  female leads 
Vaishnavi Kokkura and 
Hasini Sudheer received 
positive responses for 
blending intensity with 
humour. Before that, 
character posters of  the 
three male leads went vi-
ral for their sharp comic 
timing and relatable por-
trayals. Together, these 
reveals have built curios-
ity around the film’s nar-

rative style and charac-
ter dynamics.

Presented by Battula 
Saraswathi under the 
Kalyan Productions ban-
ner and produced by Bat-
tula Koteswara Rao, Pu-
r ushaha introduces 
Pavan Kalyan Battula as 
the lead actor. The film is 
directed by Veeru Vulav-
ala, who aims to deliver 
a rooted entertainer with 
a strong emotional core 
and consistent humour.

The technical crew 
adds further strength to 
the project, with Satish 
Muthyala handling cine-
matography, Shravan 
Bharadwaj composing 
the music, Koti oversee-
ing editing, and Ravi 
Babu Dondapati serving 
as art director. Lyrics are 
penned by Anantha 
Sriram, enhancing the 
film’s narrative depth.

With comedy favour-
i t e s  l i k e  Ve n n e l a 
Kishore, VTV Ganesh, 
Pammi Sai, Anantha 
S r i r a m  a n d  M i rch i 
Kiran on board, Purush-
aha promises whole-
some enter tainment 

packed with laughter 
and relatable emotions. 
As post-production pro-
gresses and each new 
poster fuels fresh chat-

ter, the film is shaping 
up as an entertainer au-
diences are eagerly wait-
ing to experience on the 
big screen

Teaser of ‘Jockey’ produced by PK7 
Studios and directed by Dr. 
Pragabhal unveiled in style

‘Jockey’, starring Yu-
van Krishna, Ridhaan 
Krishnas, and Ammu 
Abhirami in lead roles, 
is centered around the 
traditional cultural sport 
of  goat fight (keda san-
dai) that takes place in 
Madurai. Following the 
success and critical ac-
claim of  ‘Muddy’, the 
first film in India based 
on the challenging mud 
racing sport conducted 
in rainforests, director 
Dr. Pragabhal is gearing 
up with next film titled 
‘Jockey’. Produced and 
presented by PK7 Studi-
os, ‘Jockey’ is set in Ma-
d u r a i  a n d  revo l ve s 
around the traditional 
cultural sport of  goat 
fighting (keda sandai), 

capturing the essence of  
the land and the charac-
ter of  its people. Yuvan 
Krishna and Ridhaan 
Krishnas, who starred in 
director Dr. Pragabhal’s 
maiden movie ‘Muddy’, 
play the protagonists, 
while Ammu Abhirami 
plays the female lead. 
Several popular actors 
have played important 
characters.

The exciting teaser of  
‘Jockey’ was released on 
Saturday (January 3) 
evening at the 13th An-
nual Veethi Virudhu 
event held at Velammal 
H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y 
School, Mogappair East, 
Chennai. The audience 
who watched the teaser 
congratulated the film 

crew. The film features 
music by Sakthi Balaji, 
cinematography by Ud-
hayakumar, and editing 
by Srikanth. R.P. Bala 
worked as the Creative 
Producer. Production 
Controller: S. Sivaku-
mar, Art Director: C. Ud-
hayakumar, Audiogra-
phy: M.R. Rajakrishnan, 
Stunt Choreography: 
Jackie Prabhu, Cos-
tumes: Joshua Maxwell 
J, Makeup: Pandiyara-
jan, Colorist: Ranga. 
‘Jockey’, produced by 
PK7 Studios and directed 
by Dr. Pragabhal, star-
ring Yuvan Krishna, Rid-
haan Krishnas,  and 
Ammu Abhirami in lead 
roles, will be released in 
theatres soon.

Akhil Akkineni’s Lenin Unveils Soulful Romantic Track “Vaare 
Vaa Vaare Vaa”, Targets Summer Release

The makers of  Akhil 
Akkineni’s upcoming 
f i lm Lenin have re-
leased the soulful ro-
mantic song “Vaare Vaa 
Vaare Vaa”, which is 
quickly winning hearts 
among music lovers. 
With its soothing melo-
dy and emotional rich-
ness, the track adds a 
fresh romantic layer to 
the film and has al -
ready started creating 
a strong buzz.

The song is beautiful-
ly rendered by Shweta 
Mohan and Jubin Nau-
tiyal, whose expressive 
vocals lend depth and 
warmth to the composi-
tion. Celebrated lyricist 
Anantha Sriram pens 
heartfelt lines that en-
hance the song’s poetic 
char m, making it  a 
memorable romantic 
nu m b e r.  T h e  ly r i c s 
seamlessly blend emo-
tion and melody, elevat-
ing the overall listening 
experience.

Music director Tha-
man S delivers yet an-
other impactful compo-
sition, capturing the 
emotional essence of  
the film with finesse. 
The song complements 
the on-screen chemis-
try between the lead 
pair and effectively sets 
the tone for the film’s 
romantic  nar rative. 
With its calm tempo 
and soulful arrange-
ment, “Vaare Vaa Vaare 
Vaa” is being regarded 
as a standout track in 
the album.

Lenin is cur rently 
progressing at a brisk 
pace, with nearly 70 per-
cent of  the shoot al-
ready completed. The 
makers are confident of  
wrapping up production 
soon and are gearing up 
for a summer theatrical 
release, adding to the 
anticipation surround-
ing the film.

Directed by Murali 
Kishor Abburu, the film 

stars Akhil Akkineni in 
the lead role alongside 
Bhagyashri Borse. The 
project is jointly pro-
duced by Manam Enter-
prises LLP and Sithara 
Entertainments, and is 
presented by Annapur-
na Studios, ensuring 
strong production val-
ues and wide reach.

Producers Akkineni 
Nagarjuna and Sury-
adevara Naga Vamsi 
have come together to 
back the film, raising 
expectat ions  among 
fans and industry cir-
cles alike. With a prom-
ising combination of  
music, romance and a 
compelling narrative, 
Lenin is shaping up to 
be an engaging summer 
entertainer.

As the film moves 
closer to release, more 
updates are expected in 
the coming weeks, keep-
ing audiences eagerly 
waiting for what Lenin 
has in store.

‘Crazy Kalyanam’ Title-Look Poster 
Unveiled, Promises a Wholesome 

Wedding Entertainer
The title-look poster of  

the upcoming Telugu 
film “Crazy Kalyanam” 
has been officially re-
leased, instantly draw-
ing attention with its vi-
brant colours and festive 
wedding vibe. Designed 
to reflect celebration, hu-
mour and emotions, the 
poster sets the tone for a 
complete family enter-
tainer rooted in relation-
ships and marriage.

The film features a 
strong and interesting 
lead cast including Nar-
esh VK, Anupama Para-
m e sw a r a n ,  T h a r u n 
Bhascker, and Raju Weds 
Rambai fame Akhil Ud-
demari. With this unique 
combination of  perform-
ers,  the makers are 
promising a refreshing 
cinematic experience 
filled with laughter, 
warmth and relatable 
moments.

Crazy Kalyanam is be-
ing produced as Produc-
tion No. 2 under the Ar-
row Cinemas banner by 
producer Boosam Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, who is 
backing the project with 
a clear focus on content-
driven entertainment. 
The film is written and 
directed by Badrappa 
Gajula, known for his 
grounded storytelling 
and understanding of  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  f a m i ly 
dynamics.

Set against the lively 
backdrop of  a wedding, 
the film revolves around 
marriage, relationships 
and the chaos that natu-
rally follows. Blending 
comedy with emotion, 
Crazy Kalyanam aims to 
connect with audiences 
of  all age groups, par-
ticularly family viewers 
who enjoy light-hearted 
yet meaningful narra-
tives. The title-look post-
er reflects this vision, 
showcasing a celebrato-
ry atmosphere that hints 
at fun-filled drama and 
e n g a g i n g  c h a r a c t e r 
interactions.

Adding authenticity to 
the storytelling, major 

portions of  the film were 
shot in rural locations 
across Telangana, cap-
turing the local culture, 
traditions and natural 
settings. This regional 
flavour is expected to en-
hance the film’s relata-
bility and visual appeal, 
making the wedding 
backdrop feel organic 
rather than artificial.

Music plays a vital 
role in wedding-based 
entertainers, and Crazy 
Kalyanam has roped in 
Suresh Bobbili as the 
music director. Known 
for his memorable work 
in The Great Pre-Wed-
ding Show and Raju 
Weds Rambai, Suresh 
Bobbili is expected to de-
liver catchy, festive and 
emotionally rich songs 
that elevate the film’s 
mood and narrative.

The technical team 

further strengthens the 
project. Shyam Dupati 
handles cinematography, 
while Shravan Kati-
kaneni is in charge of  
editing. Art direction is 
led by Sai Kadhira, with 
Sripal Macharla serving 
as production designer. 
Lyrics are penned by 
Goreti Venkanna, Chait-
anya Prasad and Kasarla 
Shyam, adding lyrical 
depth rooted in culture 
and emotion.

With its appealing ti-
tle, festive theme and 
promising cast and crew, 
Crazy Kalyanam is shap-
ing up as a joyful enter-
tainer. The makers have 
announced that more up-
dates will be shared 
soon, and the film is al-
ready generating curios-
ity among audiences ea-
ger for a fun, feel-good 
wedding drama.


