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Komalee Prasad Announces Female-Led Supernatural 
Crime Thriller “Mandavetti,” Marks Tamil Debut

Actress Komalee Prasad has 
officially announced her Tamil 
cinema debut with Mandavetti, 
a powerful female-led supernat-
ural crime thriller that signals 
a bold new phase in her acting 
career. Sharing the announce-
ment with a heartfelt message 
seeking the love and blessings 
of  audiences, Komalee de-
scribed Mandavetti as a project 
the entire team is deeply proud 
of, while intentionally keeping 
key details under wraps.

Produced by Tuskers Den Pic-
tures and directed by Saranraj 
Senthilkumar, Mandavetti has 
gone on floors following a tradi-
tional pooja ceremony. Princi-
pal photography is currently 
underway in Usilampatti, locat-
ed in the Madurai district of  Ta-
mil Nadu, where the cast and 
crew are actively shooting the 
film. The makers have posi-
tioned the project as a perfor-
mance-driven narrative with a 
strong emotional and psycho-
logical core.

A supernatural crime thriller 
at heart, Mandavetti blends 
mysticism with human emotion 
and is firmly anchored in a sin-
gular female perspective. The 
film explores themes of  loss, 
identity, and survival, demand-
ing both emotional depth and 
physical intensity from its lead. 
Komalee Prasad is placed at the 
centre of  the narrative, carry-
ing the film’s psychological 
weight and guiding the story 
through her character’s inter-

nal and external conflicts.
Director Saranraj Senthilku-

mar, who previously made an 
impression with Vella Kuthira, 
is known for his atmospheric 

storytelling and psychological 
restraint. His vision for Man-
davetti is said to be mood-driven 
and unconventional, focusing 
more on character interiority 

than overt spectacle. The super-
natural elements are designed 
to function as extensions of  the 
protagonist’s inner world, en-
hancing the film’s emotional 
resonance rather than serving 
as standalone visual effects.

The supporting cast includes 
Thenappan, Gajaraj, and Amri-
tha, who play key roles in shap-
ing the film’s layered emotional 
structure. The technical team 
features cinemato g rapher 
Prakash, editor Kuna, music di-
rector Deepak Venugopal, and 
stunt choreographer Gowtham, 
all contributing to a tightly con-
trolled cinematic vision.

Komalee Prasad’s Tamil de-
but marks a natural progres-
sion in a career defined by 
thoughtful role selection and 
emotional authenticity. Her Tel-
ugu filmography includes Napo-
leon, Rowdy Boys, Sebastian 
P.C. 524, HIT: The Second Case, 
HIT: The Third Case, and Sasi-
vadane. She has also gained 
critical acclaim in the digital 
space with Loser, Modern Love 
Hyderabad, and Touch Me Not.

With Mandavetti, Komalee en-
ters Tamil cinema not as a 
crossover experiment, but as a 
performer taking on a demand-
ing, central role that reflects her 
evolving artistic sensibilities. 
As production continues, the 
film is shaping up to be a dis-
tinctive addition to contempo-
rary Tamil genre cinema, with 
further updates expected in the 
coming months.

Sundeep Kishan and Vishwak Sen Launch Teaser of Thiruveer’s 
“Bhagavanthudu,” 

The teaser of  young 
and talented actor Thiru-
veer’s upcoming film 
Bhagavanthudu was offi-
cially released in Hy-
derabad by popular he-
roes Sundeep Kishan and 
Vishwak Sen, creating 
strong buzz around the 
project. The film is being 
made as a romantic peri-
od political action drama 
and is gearing up for a 
grand summer release.

Directed by debutant G. 
G. Vihari, Bhagavan-
thudu stars Thiruveer in 
the lead role, with Faria 

Abdullah playing the fe-
male lead. Kannada actor 
Rishi will be seen in a 
crucial role, alongside a 
strong supporting cast in-
cluding Ravinder Vijay, 
S h e l l e y  K i s h o r e , 
Kalakeya Prabhakar, and 
Chirag Jani. The film is 
presented by Asian Films 
Narayan Das Narang and 
Pa n a s a  S h a n k a r aya 
Goud, and produced by 
Ravi Kumar Panasa un-
der the Ravi Panasa Film 
Corporation banner as 
Production No. 1.

The teaser launch 

event witnessed an en-
thusiastic turnout from 
the film fraternity. Sev-
eral actors and techni-
cians associated with the 
project shared their ex-
citement and confidence 
in the film’s potential. 
Many speakers described 
Bhagavanthudu as a pow-
erful, rooted story with a 
strong social and emo-
tional core, comparing its 
impact to films like Kan-
tara, Asuran, Karnan, 
and Jai Bhim.

Director G. G. Vihari, 
who began his career as a 

film jour nalist, said 
Bhagavanthudu is a story 
deeply connected to soci-
ety and human contradic-
tions. He revealed that 
the film is set against the 
backdrop of  Palnadu, of-
ten referred to as the 
“Telugu Mahabharata,” 
where traditions, con-
flict, and history inter-
sect. He thanked director 
Venu Udugula and pro-
ducer Ravi Panasa for be-
lieving in his vision and 
supporting the film with-
out compromise.

Producer Ravi Panasa 
shared that cinema has 
always been close to his 
heart, even during his 
journey as a business-
man. He said the story 
demanded fresh faces 
rather than established 
stars, which led to the 
casting of  Thiruveer and 
Faria Abdullah. Despite 
the budget exceeding ini-
tial plans, he expressed 
confidence that the final 
output would justify the 
scale and effort.

Hero Thiruveer said he 
was instantly convinced 

by the story within min-
utes of  hearing it and 
trusted the team com-
pletely. He added that 
Bhagavanthudu required 
intense preparation, in-
cluding training in dance 
and action, and promised 
that the film would be a 
standout in his career.

Sundeep Kishan and 
Vishwak Sen praised the 
teaser and the team’s con-
viction, urging audiences 
to support meaningful 
cinema. Vishwak Sen, in 
particular, expressed his 
fondness for rural, rooted 
stories and wished the 
film great commercial 
success.

With cinematography 
by Raj Thota, music by 
KP, editing by Praveen 
Pudi, and lyrics by Chan-
drabose, Goreti Venkan-
na, and Kasarla Shyam, 
Bhagavanthudu is shap-
ing up to be a powerful 
cinematic experience. 
The makers have an-
nounced plans for an 
April theatrical release, 
with further promotional 
content expected soon.

Telugu Cinema Finds a Versatile Performer 
in Sudev Nair

Telugu cinema has 
steadily been embracing 
performers from across 
industries, and Malay-
alam actor Sudev Nair is 
emerging as one of  the 
most compelling addi-
tions to Tollywood’s 
evolving talent pool. 
With a screen presence 
defined by physical in-
tensity, emotional con-
trol, and quiet magnet-
ism, Nair is carving out 
a distinctive space for 
himself  through careful-
ly chosen roles that reso-
nate with both filmmak-
ers and audiences.

Nair’s breakthrough 
in Telugu cinema came 
with They Call Him OG, 
the much-anticipated 
Pawan Kalyan starrer. In 
a narrative structure 
where the first half  
leaned heavily on his 
character, Nair carried 
significant dramatic re-
sponsibility. Industry ob-
servers noted that hold-
ing audience attention in 
such a setup is no small 
feat, especially opposite 
a major star. The largely 
positive response to his 
performance suggested 
that Nair passed this test 
with confidence, estab-
lishing his credibility in 
m a i n s t re a m  Te l u g u 
cinema.

He further expanded 
h i s  r a n g e  i n  M a n a 
Shankara Vara Prasad 
Garu, where he shared 
s c r e e n  s p a c e  w i t h 
megastar Chiranjeevi 
under the direction of  
Anil Ravipudi. The role 
demanded emotional 
versatility, requiring 
Nair to move fluidly be-
tween vulnerability, re-
straint, and menace. 
Critics and audiences 
alike took note of  how 
naturally he inhabited 
these shifts, pointing to 
an actor comfortable 
with both psychological 
nuance and physical 
expressiveness.

A defining aspect of  
Sudev Nair’s screen ap-
peal is his commanding 
physicality. Trained ex-
tensively in gymnastics 
and martial arts, his ath-
letic build lends authen-
ticity to action sequenc-
es—an essential quality 
in Telugu mass enter-
tainers. His muscular 
frame, combined with 
striking hazel-green eyes 
and sharply chiseled fea-
tures, allows him to pro-
ject intensity without 
losing relatability. This 
b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n 
strength and accessibili-
ty aligns closely with the 
visual and performative 

traditions Telugu cine-
ma has long celebrated.

Beyond physical prep-
aration, Nair’s commit-
ment to dubbing his own 
Telugu dialogue reflects 
a deeper engagement 
with his roles. This in-
sistence on authenticity 
adds credibility to his 
performances and sig-
nals a seriousness that 
goes beyond surface-lev-
el adaptation to a new 
industry.

Cur rently,  Nair is 
shooting for a significant 
role in Toxic: A Fairytale 
for Grown-Ups, along-
side Kannada superstar 
Yash. His involvement in 
such high-profile pro-
jects indicates growing 
trust from filmmakers 
and a rising demand for 
his skill set across South 
Indian cinema.

While it remains to be 
seen how his career tra-
jectory will evolve—
whether into more var-
ied narrative positions 
or lead roles—Sudev 
Nair’s steady presence in 
major star-driven films 
suggests an actor on an 
upward curve. For Telu-
gu cinema, he represents 
a blend of  discipline, ver-
satility, and screen pow-
er that continues to leave 
a strong impression.

Soundarya Rajinikanth Shares Her Perspective on Superstar 
Rajinikanth’s Political Decisions

Chennai: Filmmaker 
and producer Soundarya 
Rajinikanth has once 
again addressed the long-
standing public curiosity 
surrounding her father, 
Superstar Rajinikanth, 
and his political journey, 
of fering a calm and 
thoughtful perspective 
that reflects both respect 
and reassurance.

Reacting to renewed 
discussions about Rajini-
kanth’s earlier decision 
to stay away from active 
politics, Soundarya em-
phasized that her father 
has always been clear and 
transparent with his in-
tentions. She stated that 
Rajinikanth is someone 
who deeply reflects on 
every major decision in 
his life, whether person-
al, professional, or pub-
lic, and that politics 
was no exception. Ac-
c o rd i n g  t o  h e r,  h i s 
choice was guided by 
conscience, health con-
siderations, and a genu-
ine concern for respon-
sibi l i ty  rather  than 
pressure or hesitation.

Soundarya highlighted 
that Rajinikanth never 
views politics as a mere 
extension of  popularity. 

For him, public service 
carries immense respon-
sibility, and unless he is 
fully convinced he can 
commit himself  entirely, 
he would not take such a 
step lightly. She reiterat-
ed that her father be-
lieves in entering any 
field only when he feels 
morally and physically 
prepared to do justice to 
it.

Addressing fans who 
continue to express dis-
appointment over his de-
cision not to pursue a po-
litical career, Soundarya 
appealed for understand-
ing. She said that while 
the love and expectations 
of  his admirers mean 
everything to him, he 
also believes in being 
honest with himself  and 
the people. Taking up a 
role of  leadership, she 
noted, is not something 
he would do halfway, and 
stepping back was a deci-
sion taken with integrity. 
From a family perspec-
tive, Soundarya made it 
clear that Rajinikanth’s 
children have always 
stood by his choices. 
Whether it was his rise as 
a cinematic icon or his re-
flections on social re-

sponsibility, the family’s 
role has been to support 
him unconditionally. She 
added that Rajinikanth 
continues to serve society 
in his own way, through 
his work, philanthropy, 
and the values he com-
municates to millions 
through cinema.

On the professional 
front, Rajinikanth re-
mains fully committed to 
films, with several major 
projects keeping him 
firmly in the public eye. 
Soundarya remarked that 
cinema has always been 
his strongest medium of  
expression, allowing him 
to connect with people 
across generations and 
regions.

Soundarya’s comments 
strike a balanced note, ac-
knowledging public sen-
timent while reinforcing 
Rajinikanth’s right to 
make decisions rooted in 
self-awareness and re-
sponsibility. As discus-
sions around his political 
stance resurface from 
time to time, her words 
offer clarity, reminding 
fans that the Superstar’s 
choices are driven not by 
uncer tainty,  but  by 
conviction.

SS Rajamouli Confirms Mahesh 
Babu’s ‘Varanasi’ Release Date
Ace filmmaker S. S. Ra-

jamouli has officially 
confirmed the release 
date of  his much-antici-
pated next directorial, 
Varanasi, starring Su-
perstar Mahesh Babu in 
the lead. The film is set to 
hit theatres worldwide 
on April 7, 2027, putting 
an end to months of  spec-
ulation surrounding its 
release timeline and fur-
ther intensifying excite-
ment among fans and the 
film fraternity.

The announcement 
has significantly raised 
expectations, as Varana-
si marks the first collabo-
ration between Rajamou-
li and Mahesh Babu—two 
towering figures in Indi-
an cinema. Known for re-
defining scale, storytell-
ing, and global reach 
with films like Baahubali 
and RRR, Rajamouli’s 
next is being positioned 
as another ambitious cin-
ematic spectacle, de-
signed for pan-Indian 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
audiences.

Varanasi is said to be a 
large-scale action-adven-
ture drama with mythic 
and philosophical under-
tones, blending realism 
with imaginative story-
telling—an area where 
Rajamouli has consist-
ently excelled. While plot 
details are being closely 
guarded, the title itself  
has sparked widespread 
curiosity, hinting at a 
narrative rooted in his-
tory, spirituality, and 
timeless human conflict.

Mahesh Babu is report-
edly undergoing a strik-
ing physical transforma-
tion for the role, signaling 
a departure from his re-
cent urbane and contem-

porary screen image. In-
dustry insiders suggest 
that the character will 
demand both intense 
physicality and emotion-
al depth, offering the ac-
tor one of  the most chal-
lenging roles of  his 
career.

The film also features a 
high-profile internation-
al cast, including Priyan-
ka Chopra Jonas in a piv-
otal role, adding global 
appeal to the project. 
With a massive budget, 
cutting-edge visual ef-
fects, and extensive in-
ter national shooting 
schedules, Varanasi is 
shaping up to be one of  
the biggest Indian pro-
ductions of  the decade.

April 7 has been strate-
gically chosen as a sum-
mer release date, allow-

ing the film to capitalize 
on holiday audiences 
across domestic and 
overseas markets. Trade 
analysts believe the film 
is being groomed not just 
as a box-office jugger-
naut, but as a global 
event film that could fur-
ther elevate Indian cine-
ma’s standing on the 
world stage.

As production pro-
gresses steadily, anticipa-
tion continues to build 
around Varanasi. With 
Rajamouli’s proven sto-
rytelling prowess and 
Mahesh Babu’s star pow-
er coming together for 
the first time, the film is 
already being viewed as a 
landmark project—one 
that could redefine scale 
and ambition in Indian 
cinema once again.


