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T P N  B u r e a u  |  
January 17: 

Chief  Minister 
A .  Rev a n t h 
R e d d y  o n 
Thursday ap-

pealed to the people of  
Telangana to vote for de-
velopment in the forth-
coming Municipal elec-
t i o n s ,  e x p r e s s i n g 
confidence that the Con-
gress party would secure 
a decisive victory in the 
civic polls and also re-
tain power in the next 
Assembly elections. He 
asserted that the govern-
ment’s sole agenda is the 
welfare of  the people and 
the overall development 
of  the state, without po-
l i t i c a l  o r  p e r s o n a l 
considerations.

Addressing a large 
public meeting titled 
‘Praja Palana – Pragati 
Baata’ in Nirmal, the 
Chief  Minister said that 
politics has a place only 
during elections and 
should not interfere with 
governance. “When it 
comes to the develop-
ment of  Telangana, 
there is no politics and 
no personal agenda. Our 
focus is only on taking 
the state forward and en-
suring the welfare of  
every citizen,” he said.

Earlier in the day, CM 
Revanth Reddy inaugu-

rated the Chanaka–Ko-
rata Pump House and the 
Sadhar mat Barrage, 
marking important mile-
stones in strengthening 
irrigation infrastructure 
in the region. He later 
announced that the 
Chanaka–Korata project 
would be named after C. 
Ramachandra Reddy and 
the Sadharmat Barrage 
after Narsa Reddy, in rec-
o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r 
contributions.

Reiterating his com-
mitment to securing re-
sources for the state, the 
Chief  Minister said he 
would meet Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi as 
many times as necessary 
for Telangana’s develop-
ment. He appealed to 
BJP MPs from the state 
to support the govern-
ment in obtaining pend-

ing funds from the 
Centre and resolving 
long-standing issues. 
“Development should 
rise above party politics. 
Telangana’s progress re-
quires collective effort,” 
he said.

Launching a scathing 
attack on the opposition 
BRS, Revanth Reddy said 
the present Congress 
government had inher-
ited a massive debt bur-
den due to the policies of  
the previous regime. He 
alleged that BRS leaders 
were intolerant of  the de-
velopment initiatives be-
ing implemented for pub-
lic welfare. “Those who 
ruled the state for ten 
years cannot tolerate 
seeing good things hap-
pening for the people,” 
he remarked, adding that 
his government would 

focus on positive govern-
ance rather than dwell-
ing on past failures.

The Chief  Minister 
laid special emphasis on 
irrigation development 
in the erstwhile Adil-
abad district. He an-
nounced that the De-
tailed Project Report 
(DPR) for the long-pend-
ing Tummidihatti Bar-
rage would be prepared 
and submitted before the 
start of  the upcoming 
budget session of  the 
State Assembly. He di-
rected Irrigation Minis-
ter N. Uttam Kumar Red-
dy  to  expedite  the 
process, stating that the 
project would ensure op-
timal utilization of  wa-
ter resources and trans-
form agriculture in the 
region, which he said 

was neglected during the 
BRS rule.

Announcing a series 
of  development initia-
tives for Adilabad dis-
trict, Revanth Reddy said 
a mega industrial park 
spread across 10,000 
acres would be estab-
lished to promote indus-
trial growth and employ-
ment. He also spoke 
about plans for setting 
up an airport in the re-
gion to improve connec-
tivity. Emphasizing his 
emotional attachment to 
Adilabad, he said the dis-
trict, known for the slo-
gan “Jal, Jangal, Za-
m e e n , ”  w o u l d  b e 
developed on par with 
Palamuru.

Highlighting welfare 
initiatives, the Chief  
Minister said his govern-
ment  has  launched 
schemes such as In-
diramma houses for the 
poor, fine rice distribu-
tion to all white ration 
card holders, cooking 
gas cylinders at Rs.500, 
200 units of  free electric-
ity to poor households, 
free RTC bus travel for 
women, and interest-free 
loans to women self-help 
groups. He added that 
empowering women as 
entrepreneurs remains a 
k e y  f o c u s  o f  t h e 
government.

TPN Bureau | Hyd-
January 17

Chief  Minister 
A. Revanth 
R e d d y  o n 
Thursday de-

livered an emotionally 
charged and policy-fo-
cused address at Shilpa 
Kala Vedika, underlin-
ing the sacrifices made 
by Telangana’s youth, 
the failures of  previous 
governments in job re-
cruitment, and his gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to transparent employ-
ment, quality educa-
tion, and long-term 
state development.

Addressing newly re-
cruited government em-
ployees and the gather-
ing, the Chief  Minister 
said the joy of  parents 
knows no bounds when 
their child becomes suc-
cessful after years of  
hardship. He recalled 
how many parents 
worked as daily wage la-
bourers, investing eve-
rything to educate their 
children and prepare 
them for competitive ex-
aminations. He noted 
that students from Os-
mania and Kakatiya 
Universities became the 
backbone of  move-
ments and even laid 
down their lives when 
required to achieve the 
Telangana statehood.

 Launching a scathing 
attack on the previous 

BRS regime, CM Re-
vanth Reddy said lead-
ers who became Chief  
Ministers twice in ten 
years worked only for 
political, family, and 
party interests, com-
pletely neglecting the 
aspirations of  Telanga-
na youth. “They did not 
even think seriously 
about government job 
recruitment. Family 
was their first priority, 
party second, and poli-
tics third. Youth em-
ployment never figured 
in their agenda,” he al-
leged.He said it was 
only because unem-
ployed youth tightened 
their resolve and de-
manded jobs that the 
present people’s govern-
ment came to power. Re-
ferring to the Telangana 
State Public Service 
Commission (TSPSC), 
the Chief  Minister said 
its earlier condition was 
known to everyone. 
“For 14 long years, 
Group-I recruitment 
could not be completed. 
Is there anything more 
shameful than this?” he 
asked, pointing out that 
nearly five lakh candi-
dates applied for just 563 
Group-I posts and an-
other five lakh for 731 
Group-II posts.

He accused the previ-
ous government of  
gross mismanagement 
of  examinations and al-
leged that question pa-

pers were sold like 
street snacks without 
any remorse. “We have 
completely cleansed the 
TSPSC. We studied the 
UPSC system thorough-
ly and restructured 
TSPSC accordingly,” he 
said, adding that earlier 
appointments included 
unqualified members, 
whereas the present 
government appointed 
only individuals with 
integrity and commit-
ment to Telangana. CM 
Revanth Reddy stated 
that despite conspira-
cies to stall recruitment 
and attempts to stop ap-
pointment letters, the 
government fought le-
gal battles and ensured 
fair recruitment. “In 
just two years, we filled 
nearly 70,000 govern-
ment jobs without any 
errors,” he said, noting 
that appointment letters 
were distributed at LB 
Stadium, Shilparamam, 
Irrigation Department 
offices, and in front of  
the Ambedkar statue. 
He announced that re-
cruitment for 1,370 posts 
across 25 government 
departments is current-
ly underway and said 
government employ-
ment in Telangana car-
ries emotional value 
and responsibility, mak-
ing employees partners 
i n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s 
reconstruction.

Touching upon educa-

tion, the Chief  Minister 
said former Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru 
prioritized education 
and irrigation, laying 
the foundation for food 
security through the 
Green Revolution. He 
expressed concern that 
only 16 lakh students 
study in government 
schools, while 33 lakh 
study in 11,000 private 
schools, urging intro-
spection on declining 
trust in public educa-
tion. “If  we provide 
quality education to the 
poor, they can compete 
globally,” he asserted.

Highlighting Telan-
gana’s achievements, he 
said the state emerged 
as India’s top paddy pro-
ducer with 2.85 crore 
metric tonnes. Stressing 
the need for quality edu-
cation, food, and skills, 
he said skill develop-
ment is critical for glob-
al competitiveness.

C o n c l u d i n g  h i s 
speech, CM Revanth 
Reddy said government 
employees are the bridg-
es and drivers of  gov-
ernance and set a vision 
to transform Telangana 
into a $3 trillion econo-
my by 2047. He urged 
employees to serve the 
poor with compassion, 
respect parents, avoid 
becoming tools of  politi-
cal parties, and uphold 
the dignity of  public 
service.

CM Revanth Reddy Highlights Youth Struggles, Job Reforms 
and Vision for Quality Education at Shilpa Kala Vedika

CM Revanth Reddy Appeals for Development-Oriented 
Voting in Municipal Elections

TPN Bureau | 
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The Telanga-
n a  S t a t e 
Road Trans-
port Corpo-

ration (TGSRTC) has 
deployed more than 
1,000 special buses to 
manage the heavy 
flow of  passengers re-
turning to Hyderabad 
after the Sankranti 
festival celebrations. 
The initiative aims to 
ensure smooth travel 
as residents head 
back to the city ahead 
of  the reopening of  
schools, colleges, and 
offices from January 
17. Officials said that 
around 1,200 special 
b u s e s  h ave  b e e n 
planned to operate on 
key routes across Tel-
angana to accommo-
date the surge in re-
tur n travel. These 
services cover towns 
and districts includ-
ing Kodad, Suryapet, 
Nalgonda, Miryalagu-
da, Devarakonda, Ma-
habubnagar, Acham-
pet, and Narayanpet. 
Additional services 
have been scheduled 
for cities in neigh-
b o u r i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradesh, such as Vi-
jayawada, Guntur, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Rajah-
mundry, Kakinada, 
and Eluru, to cater to 
inter-state travellers.

TGSRTC officials 
highlighted that trav-
el demand is expected 
to peak on Sunday 
and Monday, follow-
ing the festival peri-
od. With many stu-
dents and working 

professionals return-
ing to Hyderabad, a 
significant rush is an-
ticipated at major bus 
stations and transport 
hubs. Reservations 
for several popular 
routes,  especially 
t h o s e  c o n n e c t i n g 
Khammam, Bhad-
rachalam, Visakhapa-
tnam, and Rajahmun-
dry, are already near 
full capacity.

 Typically, the RTC 
operates about 300 
buses daily from Hy-
derabad to major des-
tinations l ike Vi-
j a y a w a d a , 
Rajahmundry, Kaki-
nada, Ongole, and 
Kurnool. In view of  
the Sankranti rush, 
an additional 300 bus-
es have been intro-
duced specifically for 
festive return jour-
neys. These extra ser-
vices aim to reduce 
congestion and pro-
vide timely and relia-
ble transport options 
for passengers who 
might otherwise face 
difficulties due to lim-
ited availability.

Authorities also 
noted that depending 
on real-time passen-
ger demand, more 

buses could be pressed 
into service at vari-
ous locations. Travel-
lers were urged to 
plan their journeys in 
advance, book tickets 
early, and make use of  
the special services to 
avoid  last -minute 
inconveniences.

The deployment is 
part of  the transport 
corporation’s broader 
efforts to manage sea-
sonal travel peaks 
during major festi-
vals. Officials assured 
that schedules will be 
closely monitored and 
adjusted as necessary 
t o  ke e p  s e r v i c e s 
smooth and passen-
ger-friendly, ensuring 
that commuters can 
return to Hyderabad 
efficiently and safely.

The implementa-
tion of  the ₹1.02 crore 
insurance scheme is 
expected to strength-
en the morale of  em-
ployees,  ensuring 
their continued com-
mitment to delivering 
effective governance 
and public service.

With this initiative, 
Telangana joins a 
growing number of  
states providing ro-
bust insurance cover-

TPN Bureau | Hyd-
January 09	

Te l a n g a n a 
Chief  Minis-
ter  A.  Re-
vanth Reddy 

will visit the Paleru As-
sembly constituency in 
the erstwhile Kham-
mam district on Janu-
ary 18 as part of  his 
tour of  former unified 
districts,  Revenue, 
Housing and Informa-
tion Minister Pongule-
ti Srinivasa Reddy an-
nounced on Friday. 
Addressing a media 
conference at Maddu-
lapalli village under 
Edulapuram Munici-
pality limits, the minis-
ter said the Chief  Min-
ister will lay foundation 
stones and inaugurate 
several key develop-
ment projects with a 
total outlay of  Rs. 362 
crore.

Describing the visit 
as a “development festi-
val on Paleru soil,” 
Ponguleti said the 
Chief  Minister will lay 
the foundation stone 
for a JNTU engineering 
college at Maddulapalli 
and inaugurate a nurs-
ing college. Revanth 
Reddy will also inaugu-
rate the long-awaited 
Munneru–Paleru link 
canal works, a major ir-
rigation project expect-
ed to benefit farmers in 
the region. Additional-
ly, the Chief  Minister 
will inaugurate the 
Maddulapalli agricul-
tural market yard and 
lay the foundation 

stone for a 100-bed hos-
pital at Kusumanchi, 
strengthening health-
care infrastructure in 
rural areas. Deputy 
Chief  Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka, along 
with ministers Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao, 
Uttam Kumar Reddy, 
Damodar Raja Nar-
asimha and Vakiti Sri-
hari, are expected to at-
tend the programme. 
Ponguleti said that on 
the same occasion, the 
Chief  Minister will 
also interact with key 
party functionaries 
from the erstwhile 
Khammam district and 
provide guidance on 
preparations for the 
upcoming municipal 
and corporation elec-
tions. In a historic 
move, Minister Pongu-
leti revealed that the 
state Cabinet meeting 
will be held at Medar-
am on January 18, 
marking the first time 
in Telangana’s history 
that a Cabinet meeting 
will be conducted out-
side Hyderabad. He 
said such a decision re-
flects the government’s 

commitment to decen-
tralised governance 
and remaining close to 
the people. “The Con-
gress government does 
not believe in symbolic 
gestures during elec-
tions. We are continu-
ously working among 
the people with trans-
parency and accounta-
bility,” the minister as-
serted. Highlighting 
preparations for the 
Sammakka–Saralam-
ma Jatara, Ponguleti 
said the government is 
making arrangements 
on a scale bigger than 
the Kumbh Mela. Stone 
structures reflecting 
the grandeur of  the 
Kakatiya era have been 
constructed at Medar-
am, and these will be 
inaugurated by the 
Chief  Minister on Jan-
uary 19. He also reiter-
ated that elections to 
municipalities and cor-
porations whose terms 
have expired will be 
conducted soon, reaf-
firming the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
democratic processes 
a n d  l o c a l 
self-governance. 

TGSRTC Deploys Over 1,000 Special Buses for 
Sankranti Return Traffic

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy to Visit 
Paleru on January 18, Launch Development 

Works Worth Rs. 362 Crore
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age for public servants, 
further highlighting the 
government’s focus on 
the safety, welfare, and 
d i g n i t y  o f  i t s 
employees.

T P N  B u r e a u  |  
January 09: 

Dharampuri 
Arvind Alleges 
Rising Attacks 
on Hindu Tem-

ples in 
Telangana

PAGE 05

Brother Kills 
Sibling in 

Drunken Fight 
During Sank-

ranti in 
Hyderabad

PAGE 05



TPN Bureau
Vemulawada, January 

16:
Telangana Minister 

Seethakka visited the re-
nowned Sri Rajarajesh-
wara Swamy Temple at 
Vemulawada on Thurs-
day along with her fami-
ly members, offering spe-
c i a l  p r a y e r s  a n d 
participating in tradi-
tional rituals. The minis-
ter fulfilled her vows by 
performing the custom-
ary Kode Mokku (offer-
ing of  a bull), a practice 
deeply rooted in the faith 
and beliefs of  devotees 
visiting the historic 
shrine.

The minister’s visit at-
tracted the attention of  
devotees and temple au-

thorities alike, as she 
took part in various reli-
gious ceremonies and 
sought divine blessings 
for the welfare and pros-
perity of  the state. Tem-
ple priests performed 
special poojas and ac-
corded traditional hon-
ours to Minister Seeth-
akka in accordance with 
established customs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Seethakka 
underlined the spiritual, 
cultural, and historical 
significance of  temples 
in Telangana, stating 
that such sacred tradi-
tions reflect the collec-
tive faith, values, and 
heritage of  the people. 
She reiterated the state 
government’s commit- ment to preserving reli- gious institutions and improving facilities for 

devotees, ensuring a 
comfortable and orderly 
darshan experience.

During her interaction 
with officials and the me-
dia, the minister made a 
strong appeal to ensure 
the grand success of  the 
Sammakka Saralamma 
Gaddela re-inauguration 
programme scheduled to 
be held on the 19th at Me-
daram. She announced 
that the event will be in-
augurated by Chief  Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy, 
describing it as a land-
mark moment ahead of  
the globally renowned 
Sammakka Saralamma 
Jatara.

Minister Seethakka 
said the reopening of  the 
Gaddelas carries im-

mense religious and cul-
tural importance, par-
t icularly  for  tribal 
communities and the 
lakhs of  devotees who re-
vere Sammakka and 
Saralamma as symbols 
of  courage, sacrifice, and 
s o c i a l  j u s t i c e.  S h e 
stressed that the pro-
gramme should be con-
ducted with dignity and 
devotion, reflecting the 
sanctity of  the occasion.

Government Whip Adi 
Srinivas, District Collec-
tor Garima Agrawal, En-
dowments Department 
officials, and temple 
staff  accompanied the 
minister during the visit 
and actively participated 
in the programme. Offi-
cials briefed her on the 

ar rangements being 
made both at Vemulawa-
da and Medaram, includ-
ing crowd regulation, se-
c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s , 
sanitation, and essential 
amenities for devotees.

Expressing satisfac-
tion over the ongoing 
preparations, Minister 
Seethakka instructed of-
ficials to remain alert 
and ensure seamless co-
ordination among de-
partments. She reaf-
f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e 
government’s top priori-
ty is to provide a safe, 
smooth, and spiritually 
enriching experience for 
devotees while uphold-
ing Telangana’s rich reli-
gious traditions.
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TELANGANA

Hyderabad, January 
16 (TPN Bureau)

Union Minister for 
Coal and Mines, G. Kis-
han Reddy, has written 
to Telangana Chief  
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, urging immedi-
ate action to accelerate 
the progress of  the Hy-
derabad Metro Rail 
Phase-II project. The 
letter highlights delays 
in procedural formali-
ties and emphasizes 
the need for timely co-
ordination between the 
State and Central gov-
ernments to ensure the 
p r o j e c t ’ s  s m o o t h 
execution.

Kishan Reddy noted 
that while the Central 
government has ap-
proved Phase-II  in 
principle, progress has 
been slower than ex-
pected because certain 
preliminary condi-
tions remain unful-
filled. He specifically 
highlighted that the 
takeover of  Metro 
Phase-I from Larsen & 
Toubro (L&T), repeat-
edly mentioned by the 
State government as a 
prerequisite, has not 
yet been completed. 
This step is critical to 
enable planning and 
construction of  the 
second phase of  the 
metro network.

  T h e  M i n i s t e r 
stressed the impor-
tance of  establishing a 
joint committee com-
prising officials from 
both the Central and 
State governments to 
oversee planning, ap-
provals, and imple-
mentation of  Phase-II. 
While the Centre has 
nominated two offi-
cials to the committee, 
Kishan Reddy pointed 
out that the State gov-
ernment has not yet 
submitted the names 
of  its representatives. 
He urged CM Revanth 

Reddy to immediately 
nominate two officials 
so that the committee 
can be constituted and 
meetings can begin 
without further delay.

Once the joint com-
mittee is in place, pre-
paratory work for 
Phase-II,  including 
technical planning, de-
tailed proposals, and 
project clearances, can 
commence.  Kishan 
Reddy emphasized that 
the timely expansion 
of  Hyderabad Metro 
services is crucial to 
address growing traffic 
congestion and in-
creasing commuter de-
mand in the city. The 
Phase-II project, he 
said, will enhance ur-
ban mobility and con-
tribute to sustainable 
development in the 
metropolitan region.

The Minister’s letter 
also underlines that 
the Centre is ready to 
provide full coopera-
tion once the procedur-
al requirements are 
completed. He urged 
the State government 
to expedite the takeo-
ver of  Phase-I, submit 

the required docu-
ments, and coordinate 
closely with the Cen-
tral authorities to en-
sure that construction 
work on the new corri-
dors begins at the 
earliest.

Officials from both 
the State and Union 
governments are ex-
pected to discuss the 
next steps following 
Kishan Reddy’s com-
munication. The letter 
signals the Centre’s 
commitment to sup-
porting Telangana’s in-
frastructure projects 
while emphasizing 
that timely administra-
tive action by the State 
government is essen-
tial for the successful 
implementation of  the 
H y d e r a b a d  M e t r o 
expansion.

The correspondence 
is seen as a significant 
step toward fast-track-
ing Metro Phase-II, 
which is expected to 
improve connectivity, 
reduce congestion, and 
provide modern public 
transportation facili-
ties to millions of  resi-
dents in Hyderabad.

TPN Bureau
Hyderabad, January 

16, 2026:
The Telangana govern-

ment has initiated pro-
curement of  red gram 
(kandulu) under the 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) mechanism for 

the Vanakalam 2025–26 
season, the Agriculture 
Minister announced on 
Thursday. He said the 
primary objective of  the 
MSP procurement is to 
ensure remunerative 
prices for farmers and 
protect them from losses 

arising from fluctuations 
in market prices.

The minister stated 
that the procurement 
process is being imple-
mented by the Telangana 
State Government in co-
ordination with the Tel-
angana State Coopera-
t i v e  M a r k e t i n g 
F e d e r a t i o n  ( T G 
Markfed). He empha-
sized that the govern-
ment remains commit-
ted to safe guarding 
farmers’ interests by in-
tervening in the market 
whenever prices fall be-
low the MSP.

According to official 
estimates, red gram was 
cultivated across 4,99,393 
acres during the current 
season in the state, with 
an expected production 
of  around 2,99,635 metric 
tonnes. The MSP for red 
gram has been fixed at 
₹8,000 per quintal, while 
prevailing market prices 

are currently around 
₹7,200 per quintal. To ad-
dress this gap, the Centre 
has accorded approval 
for the procurement of  
1,71,310 metric tonnes of  
red gram from Telanga-
na for the Vanakalam 
2025–26 season. The min-
ister informed that MSP 
procurement of  red 
gram commenced on De-
cember 27, 2025, and will 
continue until March 26, 
2026. A total of  82 pro-
curement centres have 
been proposed across the 
state, of  which 13 have 
been made operational 
so far. As of  January 16, 
2026, red gram procured 
from 32 farmers amount-
ed to 30.25 metric tonnes, 
with a total value of  ₹0.24 
crore. He said procure-
ment operations are 
presently progressing 
smoothly in Narayanpet 
district. In other red 
gram-growing districts, 

additional procurement 
centres will be opened in 
a phased manner as ar-
rivals increase. The min-
ister urged farmers not 
to sell their produce to 
middlemen at lower pric-
es and instead bring 
their crop to the nearest 
TG Markfed procure-
ment centres to avail the 
MSP. On payments, the 
minister clarified that 
the amount for the pro-
cured red gram will be 
credited directly into 
farmers’ bank accounts 
through the Direct Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT) sys-
tem within the stipulat-
e d  t i m e f r a m e . 
Reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
farmer welfare, he ap-
pealed to farmers to fully 
utilize the MSP procure-
ment programme to se-
cure fair and remunera-
tive prices.

Minister Seethakka Offers Prayers at Vemulawada Temple, Calls for 
Grand Success of Sammakka Saralamma Gaddela Reopening

Union Minister Kishan Reddy Urges Telangana 
CM to Expedite Hyderabad Metro Phase-II

Telangana Begins MSP Procurement of Red Gram for 
Vanakalam 2025–26 Season

Social Activist Gaade Innaiah Granted Temporary Bail
Jangaon/Hyderabad, 

J a n u a r y  1 6  ( T P N 
Bureau)

A special court has 
granted temporary bail 
to social activist Gaade 
Innaiah, who is in cus-
tody under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA). The bail 
has been allowed for 48 
hours on humanitarian 
grounds so that he can 
attend the funeral rites 
of  his 93 year old moth-
er, who passed away on 
Thursday night.

Gaade Innaiah was ar-
rested by the National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on December 21, 
2025, from his residence 
in Zaffargadh mandal of  
Jangaon district. The 
arrest was made in con-
nection with allegations 
that he made remarks 
seen as sympathetic to 

the banned CPI (Maoist) 
during the funeral of  a 
slain Maoist leader. 
Based on these remarks, 
the NIA registered a 
case under sections of  
the UAPA and the Indi-
an Penal Code relating 
to unlawful activities 
and suppor t  for  a 
banned organization.

After his arrest, In-
naiah was produced be-
fore a special NIA court 
in Hyderabad, which re-
manded him to judicial 
custody. He has since 
been lodged in Chan-
chalguda Central Jail. 
On Friday, the court al-
lowed him temporary 
bail, taking into account 
the emotional distress 
caused by his mother’s 
death, permitting him 
to travel to Jangaon dis-
trict for her last rites.

The order highlights 

the judiciary’s approach 
to balancing strict legal 
frameworks with com-
passionate relief  in ex-
traordinary personal 
circumstances, even in 
sensitive cases under 
the UAPA. While perma-
nent bail in such cases 
is rare due to the strin-
gent nature of  the law, 
temporary relief  is oc-
casionally granted for 
exceptional humanitar-
ian reasons.

 G a a d e  I n n a i a h , 
known as a social activ-
ist with controversial 
past links, has drawn at-
tention for his alleged 
remarks in support of  
the Maoist movement 
during a funeral. The 
NIA contends that the 
speech could potentially 
encourage support for 
banned extremist ele-
ments, a charge his legal 

team disputes.
During the brief  re-

lease, Innaiah is expect-
ed to attend the funeral 
of  his elderly mother. 
Court conditions re-
quire him to return to 
custody once the tempo-
rary bail period ends. 
Authorities have main-
tained that the investi-
gation into the alleged 
offense under national 
security laws remains 

active, and Innaiah will 
have to rejoin custody 
after the completion of  
the temporary bail.

The bail order has 
drawn mixed reactions, 
with some human rights 
observers welcoming 
the court’s humane ap-
proach, while others 
have reiterated con-
cerns regarding the 
larger charges against 
him. Innaiah’s legal 
team is expected to pur-
sue further remedies as 
proceedings in the 
UAPA case continue.

This development un-
derscores the delicate 
balance courts maintain 
between upholding 
stringent laws and 
granting compassionate 
relief  in cases involving 
extraordinary personal 
circumstances.

Jangaon/Hyderabad, 
J a n u a r y  1 6  ( T P N 
Bureau)

Telangana police have 
arrested 15 individuals 
in connection with a 
major scam involving 
the Dharani and Bhu 
Bharathi land registra-
tion portals, in which of-
ficials and intermediar-
i e s  a l l e g e d l y 
manipulated online 
land records and de-
frauded the state gov-
ernment. Nine other 
suspects are still at 
large as investigations 
continue. The scam re-
portedly took place in 
Jangaon and Yadadri 
districts and caused an 
estimated loss of  ₹3.90 
crore to state revenue. 
The accused allegedly 
used deceptive practices 

to alter land transaction 
documents and generate 
fake or doctored re-
ceipts on the official 
portals, undermining 
the integrity of  govern-
ment land records.

Investigators said the 
main suspects operated 
through online service 
centres and intermedi-
aries, including MeeSe-
va agents, who assisted 
landowners in paying 
fees and submitting ap-
plications. The gang col-
lected registration fees 
while tampering with 
challans using mobile 
applications to reduce 
amounts and manipu-
late records for personal 
gain. Once the fraudu-
lent receipts were cre-
ated, they were submit-
ted to Mandal Revenue 

Officers and Tahsildars 
for approval. In several 
cases, the altered docu-
ments were used to com-
plete registrations with-

out proper payments, 
depriving the state 
treasury of  legitimate 
revenue. Police seized 
significant evidence 

during the operation, in-
cluding ₹63.19 lakh in 
cash, ₹1 lakh in a bank 
account, property docu-
ments valued at around 

₹1 crore, a car, two lap-
tops, five desktop com-
puters, and 17 mobile 
phones. These items are 
now part of  the ongoing 

investigation to trace 
the full extent of  the 
fraud.

Authorities have reg-
istered 22 related cas-
es—seven in Jangaon 
district and 15 in Ya-
dadri district—and con-
tinue to track the re-
maining nine suspects. 
Investigators are closely 
scrutinizing the involve-
ment of  some MeeSeva 
operators and private 
online centre employ-
ees, and further arrests 
are expected as the 
probe deepens.

Senior police officials 
commended the investi-
gative team, including 
the DCP, ASP, and local 
station officers, for un-
covering the syndicate. 
They emphasized that 
such scams not only 

harm landowners but 
also undermine public 
trust in digital land sys-
tems, which are intend-
ed to improve transpar-
e n cy  a n d  e a s e  o f  
transactions.

The Telangana gov-
ernment has reiterated 
that strict action will 
continue against indi-
viduals exploiting on-
line land portals and 
that additional safe-
guards are being re-
viewed to prevent simi-
lar frauds in the future.

T h i s  c r a c k d o w n 
marks a significant step 
toward maintaining the 
integrity of  the state’s 
digital land registration 
system and ensuring 
that such fraudulent 
practices are identified 
and punished promptly.

15 Arrested in Dharani and Bhu Bharathi Land Registration Scam
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TPN Bureau
Hyderabad, January 16:
Former Telangana Min-
ister Talasani Srinivas 
Yadav has called upon 
the residents of  Secun-
derabad to participate 
in a large-scale “Secun-
derabad Identity and 
Self-Respect Struggle 
Rally” scheduled to be 
held on Saturday at 
9 am. Addressing the 
media, he said the rally 
would begin from the 
Secunderabad Railway 
Station and proceed up 
to the Mahatma Gandhi 
statue on MG Road.
Talasani Srinivas Ya-
dav appealed to the peo-
ple of  Secunderabad to 
turn out in large num-
bers, urging at least 
one member from every 
household to partici-

pate. He said the rally is 
aimed at protecting the 
historical identity, ex-
istence, and self-respect 
of  Secunderabad, a re-
gion with a rich legacy 
spanning more than 220 
years.
Highlighting Secun-
derabad’s historical 
significance, Talasani 
said the area is home 
to several iconic and 
heritage landmarks 
that reflect its unique 
cultural and historical 
character. He pointed 
out that traditions such 
as Lashkar Bonalu 
have a deep-rooted his-
tory linked closely with 
Secunderabad’s iden-
tity and sentiments of  
the local population.
The former minister 
alleged that the pre-

sent government is at-
tempting to erase the 
distinct identity of  Se-
cunderabad by diluting 
its name and admin-

istrative structure. He 
claimed that commis-
sionerates were merged 
illegally and demanded 
that the government 

explain the reasons 
behind such decisions. 
“There appears to be a 
deliberate attempt to 
strip Secunderabad of  

its name and histori-
cal importance,” he al-
leged.
Talasani further stated 
that this is the right 

time to exert pressure 
on the government and 
called upon associa-
tions from all sectors to 
participate in the rally. 
He emphasized that the 
movement is not con-
fined to any single po-
litical party and urged 
all political parties to 
join hands for the cause 
of  Secunderabad.
He announced that BRS 
Working President K. T. 
Rama Rao, along with 
party MLAs and other 
leaders, will be par-
ticipating in the pro-
gramme. Talasani ac-
cused the government 
of  coming to power by 
making reckless prom-
ises and failing to im-
plement them, instead 
resorting to what he 
described as “arbitrary 

and Tughlaq-style gov-
ernance” by changing 
names of  places and in-
stitutions. Stating that 
the Lashkar Sadhana 
Samiti has been raising 
demands for the past 
two years, Talasani re-
iterated the need for a 
separate Secunderabad 
Corporation and ap-
pealed for unity among 
citizens to achieve this 
goal. He clarified that 
the rally will be peace-
ful in nature. If  per-
mission is denied by 
the authorities, he said 
legal permission would 
be obtained from the 
court. “We are deter-
mined to make this pro-
gramme a success and 
protect Secunderabad’s 
identity at any cost,” he 
asserted.

Former Minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav Calls for ‘Secunderabad Identity and Self-Respect Rally’

Alampur, January 16 
(TPN Bureau):

Serious allegations 
of  corruption, extor-
tion and abuse of  power 
were levelled against 
former MLA Sampath 
Kumar on Friday, trig-
gering political heat in 
Alampur. Former Cor-
poration Chair man 
Krishank and BRS lead-
er Kishore accused the 
former legislator of  
running a regime of  in-
timidation, illegal col-
lections and land en-
c r o a c h m e n t s ,  a n d 
demanded an immedi-
ate Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probe 
into the matter.

Addressing the me-
dia, Krishank alleged 
that Sampath Kumar 

was indulging in “pub-
lic harassment instead 
of  public governance.” 
He claimed that during 
the ongoing National 
Highway-44 works, con-
tractors were allegedly 
threatened and forced 
to pay up to ₹8 crore to 
allow the execution of  
works. He further al-
leged that mandal-level 
officials were being rou-
tinely intimidated and 
illegal collections were 
made, branding Sam-
path Kumar a “Vasool 
Raja.”

Krishank said Sri Bh-
ramara Infrastructure 
had lodged a complaint 
alleging threats with 
deadly weapons. Ques-
tioning the gover n-
ment’s silence, he asked 

whether an SIT would 
be constituted, especial-
ly with the Chief  Minis-
ter scheduled to visit 
the region shortly. He 
pointed out that Sam-
path Kumar had lost the 
last election by a mar-
gin of  nearly 40,000 
votes and claimed that 
even the Congress party 
was no longer giving 
him importance.

Raising concer ns 
over asset declarations, 
Krishank alleged that 
Sampath Kumar had de-
clared no landholdings 
in his affidavit, but lat-
er registered two acres 
of  assigned land in his 
wife’s name. He also 
questioned whether his 
wife, a gover nment 
teacher, was attending 

her of ficial  duties 
regularly.

Further allegations 
were made regarding 
irregularities in con-
tracts related to a 100-
bed government hospi-
tal set up for public 
we l f a re.  K r i s h a n k 
claimed that contracts 
were allegedly cornered 
by a private company 
linked to Sampath Ku-
mar’s son, and that hos-
pital staff  had not been 
paid salaries for the 
past nine months, caus-
ing severe hardship.

BRS leader Kishore 
echoed these allega-
tions, stating that Alam-
pur was witnessing 
rampant sand and soil 
mafia activities, land 
grabbing through bena-

mi arrangements and 
open threats to officials 
and contractors. He al-
leged that officials who 
refused to comply with 
illegal demands were 
transferred arbitrarily 
and that even police 
personnel were afraid 
to act due to political 
pressure. Both leaders 
demanded a transpar-
ent SIT inquiry, assert-
ing that they possess 
documentary evidence 
to substantiate their 
claims. They warned 
that continued inaction 
would further erode 
public trust, adding 
that the people of  the 
region would eventual-
ly reject those accused 
of  exploiting public re-
sources and authority.

Hyderabad, January 
16 (TPN Bureau)

Bhongir MP Chamala 
Kiran Kumar Reddy on 
Thursday extended 
warm Kanuma festival 
greetings to media pro-
fessionals and the peo-
ple of  Telangana, while 
expressing serious con-
cern over recent devel-
opments following an 
“off-the-record” media 
report aired by a promi-
nent television channel. 
Addressing the media in 
Hyderabad, the MP said 
the sequence of  events 
after the telecast, includ-
ing the arrest of  jour-
nalists, was deeply dis-
tressing. He noted that 
he has always main-
tained cordial relations 
with the media and de-
scribed the emergence 
of  such incidents as un-
fortunate for a demo-
cratic society.

 Referring to state-
ments allegedly attrib-
uted to a cabinet minis-
ter, Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy said that 

when a minister public-
ly claims that someone 
asked him to poison and 
kill, the gravity of  the 
situation must be clear-
ly understood. He point-
ed out that such develop-
ments reflect a worrying 
trend in public dis-
course  and  media 
practices.

The MP observed that 
earlier, news reports 
were published based on 
complete facts and solid 
evidence, whereas now, 
many reports are being 
written based on as-
sumptions and specula-
tion. He warned that 
such hypothetical re-
porting has caused se-
vere distress to political 
leaders and government 
officials alike. At the 
same time, the arrests 
of  journalists have re-
sulted in hardship for 
their families, which he 
termed an equally pain-
ful consequence.

He said the public had 
witnessed the anguish 
of  a state minister in re-

cent days and urged peo-
ple to consider the men-
tal stress faced by senior 
officials, particularly 
highly educated women 
officers, when unveri-
fied stories are circulat-
ed. According to Chama-
la Kiran Kumar Reddy, 
mounting pressure on 
the government com-
pelled Chief  Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy and the 
state administration to 
take a decisive stand to 
put a full stop to the con-
troversy at some point. 

However, he stressed 
that the role of  the me-
dia in society remains 
indispensable.

He clarified that there 
is nothing wrong with 
media reporting on po-
litical leaders. If  leaders 
or officials indulge in 
corruption, misuse pow-
er, or commit wrongdo-
ing, the media has every 
right to expose such ac-
tions. At the same time, 
he appealed to media or-
ganizations not to pub-
lish stories without 

facts or evidence, espe-
cially when such reports 
cause suffering to indi-
viduals and their fami-
lies. The MP also ex-
pressed concern that 
some social media chan-
nels are being misused 
for political gains by 
spreading imaginary 
narratives under the 
guise of  news. He urged 
credible television chan-
nels and newspapers, 
which enjoy public 
trust, to refrain from 
publishing speculative 
stories in the name of  
off-the-record informa-
tion. Concluding his re-
marks, Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy said both 
he and Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy owe 
their public standing to 
the media. He empha-
sized that the system 
cannot function on im-
aginary reporting and 
asserted that ensuring 
responsible journalism 
is a key responsibility of  
media managements.

Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy Calls for Responsible Journalism 
Amid Recent Media Controversy

Hyderabad, January 
16 (TPN Bureau):

The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) office at 
N a m p a l l y  i n  H y -
derabad witnessed 
grand celebrations on 
Thursday following 
the party’s impressive 
performance in the 
Maharashtra munici-
pal elections, where 
the BJP secured 26 out 
of  29 seats. Jubilant 
party workers gath-
ered in large numbers 
at the state party head-
quarters to celebrate 
the sweeping victory.

The BJP office rever-
berated with festive 
spirit as activists burst 
firecrackers, played 
traditional drums and 
bands, and danced en-
thusiastically to mark 
the occasion. The at-
mosphere was charged 
with slogans praising 
the party leadership 
and highlighting the 
B J P ’ s  g r o w i n g 
strength in local body 
elections across states.

The celebrations 
were led by BJP Telan-
gana State President 
Ramachander Rao, 
Member of  Parliament 
Arvind Kumar, state 
general secretaries, 
morcha leaders, and 
several senior party 
functionaries.  Ad-
dressing the gather-

ing, leaders congratu-
lated party workers 
and candidates for the 
decisive mandate and 
credited the victory to 
the BJP’s develop-
ment-oriented govern-
ance and grassroots 
outreach.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, BJP leaders 
said the results in Ma-
harashtra reflect pub-
lic confidence in the 
party’s leadership and 
policies. They stated 
that the people have 
once again rejected op-
position politics and 
chosen stability, devel-
opment, and transpar-
ent governance. The 
leaders also highlight-
ed that the municipal 
election results dem-
onstrate the BJP’s 
strong organizational 
base and effective co-
ordination at the booth 
level.

Party workers cele-
brated by beating 
drums, playing music, 
and performing ener-
getic dances, turning 
the Nampally BJP of-
fice into a hub of  en-
thusiasm. Sweets were 
distributed among 
supporters, and fire-
crackers were burst as 
a mark of  joy. The cel-
ebrations continued 
for several hours, with 
workers expressing 

confidence that simi-
lar results would be 
achieved in upcoming 
elections in Telangana 
and other states.

Senior leaders em-
phasized that victories 
in local body elections 
are crucial as they re-
flect people’s trust at 
the grassroots level. 
They asserted that the 
BJP will continue to 
work for the welfare of  
citizens by strengthen-
ing local governance 
and ensuring develop-
ment reaches every 
section of  society.

The event also saw 
participation from 
various BJP morchas, 
including youth, wom-
en, and SC/ST wings, 
s h owc a s i n g  u n i t y 
within the party. Lead-
ers urged workers to 
take inspiration from 
the Maharashtra re-
sults and work with re-
newed commitment to 
strengthen the party 
in Telangana.

The celebrations 
concluded on a high 
note, with BJP leaders 
expressing optimism 
that the party’s mo-
mentum will continue 
in future electoral bat-
tles, driven by disci-
plined cadre, effective 
leadership, and people-
centric policies.

BJP Workers Celebrate Maharashtra Municipal 
Poll Victory at Nampally Party Office

Allegations of Corruption and Extortion Raised 
Against Former MLA Sampath Kumar in Alampur

Prabhakar Rao’s Anticipatory Bail Hearing Adjourned in Phone Tapping Case
Hyderabad, January 

16  (TPN Bureau)
The hearing on the 

anticipatory bail peti-
tion of  former Special 
Intelligence Bureau 
(SIB) chief  T. Prabha-
kar Rao in the high pro-
file phone tapping case 
has been adjourned by 
the court, prolonging 
the legal proceedings in 
the matter. Prabhakar 
Rao, a retired IPS offic-
er and the prime ac-
cused in the alleged il-
legal phone tapping 
scandal that surfaced 
from actions during the 
previous government’s 
tenure, had moved the 
court seeking anticipa-
tory bail amid ongoing 

investigations and legal 
challenges. His petition 
has been under consid-
eration as part of  the 
broader judicial review 
of  alle gations that 
phone calls of  political 
leaders, journalists and 
other individuals were 
intercepted without 
proper authority.

During the hearing, 
the court observed that 
procedural and eviden-
tiary aspects of  the case 
require further exami-
nation before any deci-
sion on bail relief  can 
be made. Given the com-
plexity of  the allega-
tions and the stage of  
the investigation, the 
bench decided to defer 

further proceedings to a 
later date. The move ef-
fectively postpones a fi-
nal ruling on whether 
Prabhakar Rao should 
be granted the anticipa-

tory bail protection he 
is seeking, keeping the 
matter pending in the 
judicial system.

The phone tapping 
case has drawn intense 
attention due to its im-
plications for law en-
forcement overreach 
and privacy rights. 
Among the issues under 
scrutiny are claims by 
the State investigation 
team that key digital 
evidence may have been 
deleted or withheld, 
alongside counter argu-
ments from Rao’s legal 
team asserting coopera-
tion with the authori-
ties. These conflicting 
positions have ensured 
that the legal contest 
over bail continues to 
be closely watched by 
both legal experts and 
the public.

In related develop-
ments, the Supreme 
Court has previously in-
tervened in aspects of  
the case, including di-
recting Rao to surren-
der to investigative au-
thorities for custodial 

questioning as part of  
ensuring that due pro-
cess is followed. How-
ever, the question of  
granting anticipatory 
bail — which would af-
ford Rao protection 
from arrest while the 

case proceeds — re-
mains unresolved with 
the adjournment of  the 
hearing. Prabhakar 
Rao’s plea for bail has 
seen multiple submis-
sions by senior counsels 
emphasizing his long 
service record, health 
considerations and co-
operation with legal 
procedures. Meanwhile, 
the State and the Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT) have opposed bail, 
arguing that custodial 
cooperation is neces-
sary for thorough exam-
ination of  evidence and 
that protective orders 
should not impede in-
vestigation into alleged 
illegal surveillance.

With the hearing now 
postponed, the court is 
expected to revisit the 
matter once additional 
documentation and ar-
guments have been 
placed before it. Until 
then, the legal status of  
Prabhakar Rao’s antici-
patory bail application 
remains pending, re-
flecting the ongoing ju-
dicial balancing act be-
tween individual legal 
remedies and the State’s 
interest in fully probing 
the serious allegations 
at the heart of  the 
phone tapping case.

The next date for the 
bail hearing will be no-
tified by the court in 
due course.



TPN Bureau
Hyderabad, January 

16:
Telangana Chief  Min-

ister A. Revanth Reddy 
on Thursday paid rich 
tributes to late former 
Union Minister Jaipal 
Reddy on the occasion 
of  his 84th birth anni-
versary. The homage 
was of fered at  the 
Sphurti Sthal on Neck-
lace Road, where leaders 
from across the political 
spectrum gathered to re-
member the veteran 
statesman and his en-
during contributions to 
the nation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy described 
Jaipal Reddy as a leader 
of  rare integrity and in-
tellectual depth, who 
consistently upheld 
democratic values and 
parliamentary tradi-
tions. He said Jaipal 
Reddy’s long public life 
was marked by courage, 
clarity of  thought, and a 

strong commitment to 
social justice and na-
tional development. The 
Chief  Minister noted 
that Jaipal Reddy’s role 
as a Union Minister in 
several key portfolios 
left a lasting imprint on 
p u b l i c  p o l i cy  a n d 
governance.

T h e  t r i bu t e  p ro -
gramme witnessed the 
presence of  several 
members of  the Telan-
gana cabinet, including 
Ministers Ponnam Prab-
hakar, Ponguleti Srini-
vas Reddy, and Jupally 
Krishna Rao. Govern-
ment Advisor Vem Nar-
ender Reddy also attend-
e d  t h e  c e r e m o n y. 
Members of  Parliament, 
MLAs, and MLCs from 
different constituencies 
participated in the 
event, reflecting the 
widespread respect 
Jaipal Reddy command-
ed across party lines.

L e a d e r s  r e c a l l e d 
Jaipal Reddy as an out-
standing parliamentar-

ian who was admired for 
his articulate speeches, 
firm convictions, and 
fearless stand on issues 
of  national and interna-
tional importance. They 
highlighted his dedica-
tion to inclusive growth, 
environmental protec-
tion, and democratic ac-
countability, stating that 
his legacy continues to 
g u i d e  p o l i t i c a l 
discourse.

Family members of  
the late Jaipal Reddy 
were present at the me-
morial and expressed 
their gratitude to the 
Chief  Minister and oth-
er leaders for honouring 
his memory. Floral trib-
utes were offered at the 
memorial, followed by a 
moment of  silence.

The event concluded 
with speakers reaffirm-
ing their commitment to 
the values and princi-
ples that Jaipal Reddy 
upheld throughout his 
distinguished political 
career.
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Quthbullapur, Janu-
ary 16 (TPN Bureau):

In a major initiative 
to promote road safety, 
the Telangana state 
government organized 
an awareness program 
under its flagship 
Alive–Arrive cam-
paign at the Gajulara-
maram Municipal Of-
fice,  located near 
Gajularamaram Cir-
cle, Quthbullapur. The 
program aims to sensi-
tize citizens and gov-
ernment employees 
about safe travel prac-
tices and accident 
prevention.

The event was joint-
ly inaugurated by 
GHMC Gajularamar-
am Deputy Commis-
sioner Mallareddy and 
Quthbullapur Zone 
Additional DCP Puru-
shottam. Speaking at 
the occasion, they em-
phasized the impor-
tance of  road safety 
awareness for employ-
ees working in govern-
ment departments, 
noting that the cam-
paign is part of  a 10-
day initiative target-

ing different sections 
of  the public and 
administration.

Officials highlight-
ed the growing con-
cern over daily road 
accidents and urged 
every vehicle operator 
to strictly follow traf-
fic regulations. They 
specifically advised 
two-wheeler riders to 
always wear helmets, 
car passengers to use 
seatbelts, and warned 
against driving under 
the influence of  alco-
hol. Speed control and 
adherence to traffic 
r u l e s  w e r e  a l s o 
stressed as key meas-
ures to reduce acci-
dents. The Alive–Ar-
r i v e  c a m p a i g n , 

described as a prestig-
ious state government 
initiative, aims to en-
sure that people “start 
their journey alive 
and reach their desti-
nation safely.” Offi-
cials emphasized that 
i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c 
awareness and coop-
eration are crucial for 
effectively reducing 
road accidents.   The 
program saw partici-
pation from GHMC In-
s p e c t o r  G a d d a m 
Mallesh, DI Dhanun-
jay, GHMC Traffic SI 
Sandeep, and munici-
pal staff, who collec-
tively worked to edu-
cate attendees on safe 
road practices and 
traffic discipline.

Hyderabad, January 
16 (TPN Bureau):

The West Zone team 
of  Hyderabad Commis-
sioner’s Task Force suc-
cessfully apprehended 
two drug offenders on 
January 14, recovering 
narcotics intended for 
distribution in the city. 
The accused were found 
in possession of  8 grams 
of  MDMA and 0.8 grams 
of  OG, with a total mar-
ket value of  Rs. 1,00,000.

The arrested individu-
als have been identified 
as Anwar Hussain (33), 
an IT recruiter residing 
in Chintalmet, Rajen-
dranagar, and Burra 
Sampath (31), a car driv-
er from Bandlaguda Ja-
gir, Hyderabad. A third 
accused, Charan, report-
edly residing in Bengal-
uru, remains at large.

According to police re-
ports, the accused, pre-
viously having criminal 
records and insufficient 
l e g i t i m at e  i n c o m e, 
hatched a plan to sell 
narcotics to known buy-
ers in Hyderabad for 
quick financial gain. 
They procured the drugs 
by transferring Rs. 

38,000 to the absconding 
peddler, Charan, on Jan-
uary 8, 2026, through an 
online transaction.

Acting on credible in-
telligence, the West Zone 
Task Force apprehended 
the accused and seized 
the drugs. The recovered 
narcotics include 8 
grams of  MDMA valued 
at Rs. 96,000 and 0.8 
grams of  OG worth Rs. 
4,000. The arrested indi-
viduals, along with the 
seized substances, were 
handed over to the SHO 
of  Attapur Police Sta-
tion for further legal 
action.

The operation was 
carried out under the su-
pervision of  Inspector 
Ch. Yadender, along 
with SIP Md. Jahed and 
staff  members of  the 
West Zone Task Force.

ADDL. Deputy Com-
missioner of  Police Md. 
Iqbal Siddique con-
firmed that the arrest 
was part of  an ongoing 
effort to curb drug dis-
tribution in Hyderabad 
and warned that strict 
action would continue 
against offenders in-
volved in narcotics 

trade.
Au t h o r i t i e s  h ave 

urged anyone with in-

formation regarding 
Charan, the absconding 
accused, to come for-

ward and assist in the 
investigation.

Hyderabad Police Bust Drug Peddlers, Seize MDMA 
and OG Worth Rs. 1 Lakh 

CM Revanth Reddy Pays Tribute to Former Union Minister Jaipal Reddy 
on His 84th Birth Anniversary

Telangana Government Launches Alive–
Arrive Road Safety Awareness Program 

in Quthbullapur

Secunderabad Division of SCR Conducts Month-Long Fire 
Safety and Anti-Smoking Drive

Secunderabad, Janu-
ary 16 (TPN Bureau)

The Secunderabad Di-
vision of  South Central 
Railway (SCR) has un-
dertaken an extensive 
month-long Fire Safety 
and Anti-Smoking Drive 
from January 9 to Feb-
ruary 8, 2026, with the 
objective of  preventing 
fire-related incidents 
and enhancing passen-
ger safety across trains 
and railway premises 
under its jurisdiction.

The initiative focuses 
on curbing the unau-

thorized carriage of  in-
flammable and explo-
sive materials, while 
strictly enforcing the 
ban on smoking and 
flame-based cooking in 
trains and station areas. 
Railway officials stated 
that the drive is part of  
SCR’s broader commit-
ment to ensuring a safe 
and secure travel envi-
ronment for millions of  
passengers who use the 
rail network daily.

As part of  the ongoing 
campaign, targeted in-
spections have been car-

ried out at multiple loca-
tions. These include 
checks in 43 SLRs (Lug-
gage and Brake Van 
coaches), 25 railway 
yards, washing lines, pit 
lines used for coach 
maintenance, and 17 
railway stations across 
the Secunderabad Divi-
sion. So far, two cases 
have been registered 
against individuals for 
tobacco-related viola-
tions linked to fire safe-
ty norms.

Special attention is 
being given to prevent-

ing the unauthorized 
transport of  gas cylin-
ders, flammable cans, 
and other hazardous 
materials. Officials are 
also ensuring that coach 
corridors, entry and exit 
points, and pantry car 
passages are kept clear 
at all times to facilitate 
smooth passenger move-
ment and enable quick 
ev a c u a t i o n  d u r i n g 
emergencies.

E l e c t r i c a l  s a f e t y 
measures form a critical 
component of  the drive. 
Inspections are being 

conducted to identify 
and eliminate loose wir-

ing, bypassed fuses, and 
gaps in electrical panels 

that could pose fire 
risks. Generator rooms 
in power cars are under 
close surveillance, with 
regular maintenance 
checks and deployment 
of  trained AC mechan-
ics and escorting staff  to 
ensure safe operations.

The fire safety drive 
involves coordinated ef-
forts from multiple rail-
way departments. The 
Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) has con-
ducted 52 checks, while 
the Mechanical depart-
ment carried out 29 in-
spections. The Commer-
cial wing undertook 28 
checks, the Operating 
department conducted 
21, the Electrical wing 
14, and the Safety de-
partment six inspec-
tions. In total, 150 checks 
have been completed so 
far as part of  the drive.

   Under ‘Operation 
Samraksha’, an RPF-led 
initiative aimed at safe-
guarding passengers 
and railway property, 
railway staff  have been 
directly educating pas-
sengers and pantry 
workers on fire preven-

tion measures and strict 
adherence to safety reg-
ulations. Officials are 
also ensuring the avail-
ability and proper con-
dition of  fire extin-
guishers in all coaches.

In addition, Fire and 
Smoke Detection Sys-
tems (FSDS) installed in 
coaches, pantry cars, 
and power cars are be-
ing tested for effective 
functioning. Clear dis-
play of  fire safety in-
structions and ‘No 
Smoking’ signage is be-
ing verified, and sensors 
are being kept free from 
obstructions.

South Central Rail-
way has reiterated its 
zero-tolerance policy to-
wards fire hazards and 
continues to spread 
awareness through so-
cial media platforms 
and regular public an-
nouncements at sta-
tions. Passengers have 
been reminded that 
smoking in trains or on 
railway premises and 
carrying inflammable 
materials are punisha-
ble offences under rail-
way rules.
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Adilabad, January 16 
(TPN Bureau):

In a significant demon-
stration of  support for 
public governance, wom-
en’s self-help groups 
(SHGs) from across Both 
Mandal in Adilabad dis-
trict actively participat-
ed in a large-scale rally 
ahead of  a public meet-
ing organized by the Tel-
angana Chief  Minister 
in Nirmal. The initiative 
reflects growing commu-
nity engagement and 
highlights the role of  
women’s groups in ad-
vancing state welfare 
programs. The proces-
sion was led by Pasula 
Chanti, Congress Party 
District Official Repre-
sentative, who joined 

SHG members from 
Dhannur (B) village to 
march in solidarity to-
wards the venue. Ad-
dressing the partici-
pants, Chanti praised 
Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy for his focus on 
women’s empowerment 
since assuming office. He 
emphasized that the gov-
ernment has been taking 
c o n c r e t e  s t e p s  t o 
strengthen women’s self-
help groups, enabling 
them to become finan-
cially independent and 
socially empowered.

Chanti elaborated on a 
series of  welfare meas-
ures introduced under 
the state government’s 
leadership. These in-
clude free bus travel for 

women, 200 units of  free 
electricity, gas cylinders 
at Rs. 500, interest-free 
loans, dedicated RTC 
buses and petrol pumps 
for women’s groups, and 
c r o p  p r o c u r e m e n t 
schemes. He said these 
initiatives are part of  the 
Chief  Minister’s broader 
vision to empower wom-
en and ensure they ac-
tively participate in the 
state’s socio-economic 
development. The rally 
drew enthusiastic par-
ticipation from numer-
ous SHG members, re-
flecting the deep-rooted 
support for government 
schemes that directly 
benefit women in rural 
and semi-urban areas. 
Local leaders, including 

Dhannur (B) village Dep-
uty Sarpanch Karam Su-
jata, also attended, high-
lighting the collaboration 
between elected repre-
sentatives and grassroots 
women’s organizations.

Chanti urged women 
to continue supporting 
the government’s welfare 
programs and to encour-
age other community 
members to participate 
actively. He stressed that 
empowering women 
through financial inde-
pendence, skill develop-
ment, and access to pub-
lic resources is critical 
for inclusive governance 
and sustainable develop-
ment. The event also un-
derscored the Congress 
Party’s commitment to 

amplifying the voices of  
women and aligning lo-
cal leadership with state 
government objectives. 
By engaging SHGs at the 
community level, the 
party aims to foster 
awareness about availa-
ble benefits while rein-
forcing the message that 
governance should be 
participatory and citi-
zen-focused. The rally 
concluded on a positive 
note, with women pledg-
ing continued support 
for government initia-
tives and reiterating 
their commitment to 
public welfare, social em-
powerment, and inclu-
sive development in Adi-
labad district.

Nizamabad, Janu-
ary 16 (TPN Bureau)

N i z a m a b a d  M P 
Dharampuri Arvind 
on Thursday alleged 
that attacks on Hindu 
temples in Telangana 
have increased after 
the Congress govern-
ment came to power, 
holding Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy 
morally responsible 
for the prevailing situ-
ation. Addressing the 
media, the BJP leader 
said certain state-
ments made by the 
Chief  Minister had 
created fear among 
Hindus and could po-
tentially trigger com-
munal violence. Refer-
ring to a remark 
attributed to the Chief  
Minister — “Congress 
is Muslim, Muslim is 
Congress” — Arvind 
termed it a “highly 
dangerous statement.” 
He alleged that such 
comments were delib-
erately instilling fear 
in the Hindu commu-
nity and warned that 
this fear could act as a 
trigger for communal 
unrest. He further ac-
cused the Congress 
and AIMIM of  jointly 
targeting the Hindu 
community, particu-
larly in Hyderabad’s 
Old City areas, where 
attacks on temples 
h av e  r e p o r t e d l y 
increased.

The MP claimed that 

the situation was remi-
niscent of  the exodus-
like conditions wit-
nessed in Kashmir 
during the 1980s and 
1990s and alleged a 
conspiracy to drive 
Hindus out of  Old City 
localities. He also ac-
cused the police ma-
chinery of  functioning 
under political pres-
sure, stating that in 
several cases Hindus 
were allegedly being 
arrested even when 
they were victims of  
attacks. Recalling his-
tory,  Dharampuri 
A r v i n d  s a i d  H y -
derabad had witnessed 
severe communal ten-
sion during the 1980s 
and 1990s under Con-
gress rule. He claimed 
that large-scale riots 
subsided only after the 
resignation of  then 
Chief  Minister Chen-
na Reddy. He further 
alleged that AIMIM 
leaders were directly 
involved in riots dur-
ing that period and 
cited the killing of  po-
lice officer ASP Satyya 
as an example, alleg-
ing that those respon-
sible were protected by 
the Congress govern-
ment. Listing recent 
incidents, the MP cited 
alleged attacks on tem-
ples across Telangana, 
including incidents at 
Bhulakshmi Matha 
Temple in Santoshna-
gar (August 26, 2024), 

Muthyalamma Temple 
(October 14, 2024), Ha-
numan Temple in 
Shamshabad (Novem-
ber 5, 2024), and sever-
al others up to January 
2026. He claimed these 
were only reported 
cases and that many 
incidents remained 
unreported. Dharam-
puri Arvind also reit-
erated the BJP’s de-
m a n d  t o  re n a m e 
Nizamabad as “Indu-
ru,” calling it a matter 
of  historical justice 
rather than politics. 
He stated that the 
name Induru was men-
tioned in the 1909 Im-
perial Gazetteer and 
British-era railway 
maps, and accused 
Congress and AIMIM 
of  glorifying the Ni-
zam legacy, which he 
described as oppres-
sive to Hindus.

He asserted that the 
BJP would win the Ni-
zamabad Municipal 
Corporation elections 
and pass a resolution 
for the name change. 
Concluding, the MP 
said the BJP follows a 
development model 
without religious dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d 
warned that attacks on 
Hindu society would 
not be tolerated, as-
serting that Telangana 
would soon witness a 
decisive political shift 
in favor of  the BJP.

Women’s Self-Help Groups Mobilize in Support of 
Public Governance in Adilabad  

Dharampuri Arvind Alleges Rising Attacks 
on Hindu Temples in Telangana

Hyderabad, January 
16, TPN Bureau: 

The Supreme Court of  
India on Friday issued a 
stern warning to the 
Speaker of  the Telanga-
na Legislative Assembly, 
giving him a final two 
week deadline to pro-
vide a detailed status re-
port on disqualification 
pleas against several 
MLAs accused of  defect-
ing from the Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
to the Congress party. 
The bench, led by Jus-
tices Sanjay Karol and 
A.G. Masih, made it 
clear that this is the last 
opportunity for the 
Speaker to comply, and 
failure to act could in-
v i t e  s e r i o u s  l e g a l 
consequences.

The dispute centers 
on petitions seeking dis-
qualification of  10 BRS 
legislators elected in the 
2023 Telangana Assem-
bly elections, following 
allegations that they 
shifted loyalty to Con-
gress. The Supreme 

Court had earlier direct-
ed the Speaker to decide 
on these pleas within 
three months, but re-
peated delays in issuing 
final orders prompted 
petitions alleging con-
tempt of  court.

During the latest 
hearing, senior advo-
cates representing the 
Speaker stated that or-
ders had been passed in 
most cases, with one 
more judgment  re -
served, and requested 
additional time to con-
clude the remaining pro-
ceedings. They cited the 
Speaker’s medical is-
sues and administrative 
factors for the slow pace. 
However, the court ex-
pressed dissatisfaction 
with these explanations, 
emphasizing that the 
process should have 
been completed by now.

 Senior counsel for the 
BRS MLAs opposed any 
extension, arguing that 
the Speaker had already 
been granted ample 
time and that continu-

ing delays undermine 
the authority of  the Su-
preme Court’s direc-
tives. The petitioners 
also highlighted that 
prolong ed inaction 
could encourage further 
defections and weaken 
democratic norms with-
in the state assembly. 
The bench reiterated 
that this two week peri-
od is the final opportu-
nity for the Speaker to 
file the status report de-
tailing the steps taken to 
resolve the disqualifica-
tion matters. The court 
stressed that failure to 

comply will lead to ap-
propriate legal action, 
including the possibility 
of  contempt proceed-
ings. The anti defection 
provisions under the 
Tenth Schedule of  the 
Constitution are intend-
ed to curb unethical po-
litical crossovers and 
maintain the stability of  
legislative bodies. The 
Supreme Court has un-
derlined in previous or-
ders that while the 
Speaker adjudicates 
these petitions as a qua-
si-judicial authority, he 
is not immune from ju-

dicial scrutiny when de-
cisions are unduly de-
l a y e d .  P o l i t i c a l 
observers note that the 
case has significant im-
plications for Telanga-
na’s political landscape, 
as timely adjudication 
of  defection cases is cru-
cial for accountability 
and deterring opportun-
istic shifts that can af-
fect the balance of  pow-
er in the state assembly. 
With the deadline now 
in place, all eyes are on 
whether the Speaker 
will act decisively with-
in the stipulated period.

Supreme Court Gives Telangana Speaker Final Two 
Week Deadline in MLA Defection Case

CM Cup Returns With Multi Stage Competitions Across Telangana
Hyderabad, January 

16, TPN Bureau: The 
second edition of  the 
Chief  Minister’s Cup is 
set to kick off  across Tel-
angana from January 
17, marking a major ini-
tiative aimed at discov-
ering and nurturing 
sports talent throughout 
the state. The multi-
stage competition will 
unfold across various 
levels, from village con-
tests to state finals, 
bringing athletes from 
rural and urban areas 
into competitive action.

Launched under the 
leadership of  Chief  
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, the CM Cup is de-
signed to promote a 
broad sporting culture 
and provide structured 
opportunities for prom-
ising athletes to show-
case their skills. The 
programme covers 44 
different sports disci-
plines, including tradi-
t ional  and moder n 
games such as archery, 
athletics, badminton, 

baseball, basketball, 
hockey, judo, boxing, 
lawn tennis, yoga, skat-
i n g ,  w u s h u ,  a n d 
para-sports.

The competition will 
unfold  in  f ive  key 
stages:

•Village (Gram Pan-
chayat) Level: January 
17 to 22

•Mandal / Municipal-
ity Level: January 28 to 

31
•Assembly Constitu-

ency Level: February 3 
to 5

•District Level: Febru-
ary 10 to 14

•State Level Finals: 
February 19 to 26

These stages are ex-
pected to engage ath-
letes from all walks of  
life, fostering communi-
ty participation and 

broadening the base for 
sports talent throughout 
Telangana.

Officials from the 
Sports Authority of  Tel-
angana (SAT) said the 
series of  events will be 
digitally enabled, with 
online registration and 
centralised systems 
helping to manage en-
tries, monitor progress, 
and maintain transpar-
ency as competitors ad-
vance through the lev-
els. The digital approach 
is intended to simplify 
administration and en-
sure fair tracking of  ath-
letes’ performances as 
they move from village 
to state competitions.

Chief  Minister Reddy 
has described the CM 
Cup as part of  a broader 
vision to strengthen Tel-
angana’s sports ecosys-
tem and encourage par-
ticipation among youth, 
particularly in rural ar-
eas where opportunities 
for competition and tal-
ent recognition have 
historically been limit-

ed. Government offi-
cials hope the initiative 
will help Telangana 
build strong representa-
tion in national and in-
ternational sports are-
nas, including long-term 
targets such as the 
Olympic Games.

  With just days to go 
before the first contests 
begin, excitement is 
building among ath-
letes,  coaches,  and 
s p o r t s  e n t h u s i a s t s 
across the state. Schools, 
local sports clubs, and 
village councils are pre-
paring to send competi-
tors to the opening 
events, and organisers 
are confident that the 
multi-stage format will 
inspire wide participa-
tion and highlight prom-
ising talent from every 
corner of  Telangana.

The CM Cup’s return 
is being seen as a major 
step toward creating a 
vi brant  g rass root s 
sporting culture in the 
state and offering a plat-
form for future champi-

Brother Kills Sibling in Drunken Fight During 
Sankranti in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, Janu-
ary 16, TPN Bureau: 

A tragic family dis-
pute during the Sank-
r a n t i  f e s t iv a l  i n 
Nacharam ended in 
the death of  a young 
man after a heated ar-
gument over alcohol 
turned fatal. The vic-
tim, 30-year-old Stif-
ford Rohan Sayers, 
d i e d  a f t e r  b e i n g 
pushed off  the terrace 
of  his three-story resi-
dence by his younger 
brother late on Thurs-
day night.

According to police, 
both brothers, Stifford 
and 28-year-old Leon-
ard Lionel Sayers, 
were celebrating the 
festival on the rooftop 
with drinks when a 
minor disagreement 
over a liquor glass es-
calated into a heated 
argument. Witnesses 
said the contention 
quickly turned physi-
cal, and in a moment 
of  anger, Leonard al-
legedly pushed his el-
der brother off  the ter-
race, causing him to 
fall several floors.

Neighbours and 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s 
rushed to the scene af-
ter hearing the com-

motion. Stifford was 
found critically in-
jured and immediate-
ly taken to a nearby 
hospital. Despite ef-
forts to save him, he 
succumbed to his inju-
ries either en route or 
shortly after arrival.

Following the inci-
dent, Nacharam police 
registered a murder 
case and took Leonard 
into custody. Investi-
gators began ques-
tioning witnesses and 
family members to de-
termine the exact se-
quence of  events that 
led to the confronta-
tion. Police said the 
accused is cooperat-
ing with the ongoing 
investigation.

Local residents ex-
pressed shock and dis-
belief  that what began 
as a minor dispute 
over alcohol during a 
festive celebration 
could escalate into 
such a devastating 
outcome. The Sank-
ranti festival, tradi-
tionally a time of  joy 
and family gather-
ings, has been over-
shadowed for the Say-
ers family by this 
tragic loss. Communi-
ty leaders and neigh-

bours have urged resi-
dents  to  exercise 
caution during cele-
brations, particularly 
when alcohol is in-
volved. They noted 
that tempers flaring 
under the influence of  
alcohol can have irre-
versible consequenc-
es. Officials said the 
investigation will also 
look into whether 
there were any prior 
tensions between the 
brothers and whether 
alcohol was a recur-
ring factor in their 
disputes. Authorities 
emphasized that the 
case will be pursued 
according to evidence 
and legal procedures.

The incident has 
sparked discussions 
in parts of  the city 
about family conflicts 
and alcohol-related 
violence, especially 
during festive seasons 
when social gather-
ings are common. As 
the legal process un-
folds, the neighbour-
hood continues to reel 
from this sudden and 
tragic event, hoping 
for justice for the vic-
tim and awareness to 
prevent similar inci-
dents in the future.
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HYDERABAD, SATURDAY, JANUARY,  17.01.2026 

For the first time since 
the Taliban returned to 
power in Kabul in August 
2021, an officially appoint-
ed Taliban diplomat has 
assumed charge in New 
Delhi. Noor Ahmad Noor, 
the Taliban’s newly desig-
nated ambassador to In-
dia, took over the Afghan 
Embassy in the Indian 
capital last week. Shortly 
thereafter, he met Anand 
Prakash, Joint Secretary 
in charge of  the Pakistan–
Afghanistan–Iran Divi-
sion at India’s Ministry of  
External Affairs (MEA). 
According to a statement 
issued by the Taliban’s em-
bassy, discussions focused 
on strengthening political 
and trade ties, including 
easing visa procedures.

This development marks 
a significant milestone in 
the evolving relationship 
between India and the Tal-
iban-led Afghan govern-
ment. It also reflects a 
broader recalibration of  
regional alignments, par-
ticularly as relations be-
tween the Taliban and Pa-
k i s t a n  c o n t i n u e  t o 
deteriorate.

 From Reluctance to 
Engagement

India’s engagement with 
the Taliban has been cau-
tious but steadily progres-
sive. Nearly a year ago, on 
January 8, India’s Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri 
met Taliban Foreign Min-
ister Mullah Amir Khan 
Muttaqi in Dubai. That 
meeting, described as in-
volving “detailed discus-
sions” on bilateral rela-
t ions,  was  the  f irst 
high-level interaction be-
tween the two sides since 
the Taliban takeover, com-
ing after a four-year gap in 

formal engagement.
Following the Dubai 

talks, the Taliban de-
scribed India as a “signifi-
cant regional partner,” a 
notable endorsement at a 
time when tensions be-
tween Kabul and Islama-
bad were rapidly escalat-
i n g .  P a k i s t a n  h a d 
launched airstrikes in Af-
ghanistan’s border re-
gions, ostensibly to target 
militants. The Taliban, 
however, accused Islama-
bad of  causing civilian 
casualties. India publicly 
criticised Pakistan’s ac-
tions and expressed con-
cern over the loss of  inno-
c e n t  l iv e s ,  f u r t h e r 
widening the diplomatic 
gap between Pakistan and 
the Taliban.

A Spate of  High-Level 
Visits

Since then, India–Tali-
ban relations have gath-
ered momentum. Over the 
past year, three senior Tal-
iban officials have visited 
New Delhi in quick succes-
sion. These include Tali-
ban Foreign Minister Mut-
taqi in October, Trade 
Minister Haji Nooruddin 
Azizi soon after, and Act-
ing Health Minister Noor 
Jalal Jalali in December. 
Parallelly, New Delhi an-
nounced its decision to up-
grade its representative 
office in Kabul to a full-
fledged embassy.

The arrival of  Noor Ah-
mad Noor as the Taliban’s 
official envoy in India is 
thus part of  a broader pat-
tern of  deepening engage-
ment rather than an iso-
lated event.

Pakistan’s Anger and 
Accusations

Noori’s appointment co-
incided with sharp criti-

cism from Islamabad. Pa-
kistan’s  Infor mation 
Minister Attaullah Tarar 
publicly questioned the 
nature of  India–Taliban 
cooperation, accusing Ka-
bul of  allowing Afghan 
soil to be used for attacks 
against Pakistan under 
“foreign designs.” In a par-
ticularly provocative re-
mark, he asked, “What 
kind of  Islam is this where 
you take money from India 
to carry out explosions 
here?”

Pakistan has long ac-
cused both India and the 
Taliban of  supporting Ba-
loch separatists and the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP). These accusa-
tions come amid a sharp 
surge in militant violence 
inside Pakistan, with 
more than 5,000 terror in-
cidents reported in 2025 

alone.
However, blaming India 

for Pakistan’s internal se-
curity crisis reflects Islam-
abad’s longstanding ten-
dency to externalise its 
failures. Historically, Paki-
stan has found itself  at 
odds with every regime in 
Kabul, regardless of  ideol-
ogy. The Taliban, once con-
sidered Pakistan’s strate-
g i c  a s s e t ,  a r e  n o 
exception.

Regional Consensus on 
Taliban Engagement

The appointment of  
Noor Ahmad Noor also 
highlights the Taliban’s 
broader effort to expand 
their diplomatic footprint 
and gain international le-
gitimacy. India is neither 
the first nor the only coun-
try to accept an official 
Taliban envoy. China was 
the earliest to do so, fol-

lowed by Russia, Uzbeki-
stan, Kazakhstan, Indone-
sia, and Pakistan itself.

In that sense, India’s 
move aligns with an 
emerging regional consen-
sus that pragmatic engage-
ment with the Taliban is 
preferable to isolation, 
particularly when it comes 
to humanitarian assis-
tance, regional stability, 
a n d  e c o n o m i c 
connectivity.

India’s Strategic and 
Humanitarian Calculus

From New Delhi’s per-
spective, Afghanistan 
stands out as a rare for-
eign policy success in an 
otherwise volatile neigh-
bourhood. As Bangladesh 
deepens its engagement 
with Pakistan—where the 
military and intelligence 
agencies are increasingly 
influential—India’s grow-

ing presence in Afghani-
stan offers strategic depth 
and levera g e  in  the 
region.

External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar has re-
peatedly emphasised In-
dia’s “people-centric” 
approach to Afghanistan. 
This includes humanitar-
ian aid, medical assis-
tance, food supplies, and 
vaccines—efforts that 
have sustained India’s 
goodwill among ordinary 
Afghans even amid politi-
cal upheaval.

At the same time, en-
gagement with the Taliban 
opens significant econom-
ic opportunities. Afghani-
stan requires massive in-
vestment across sectors, 
from healthcare and tex-
tiles to infrastructure and 
mining. The country is 
home to mineral reserves 
estimated to be worth tril-
lions of  dollars, and India 
has prior experience im-
plementing large infra-
structure projects there 
under the previous Af-
ghan government.

Trade Dynamics: India 
Gains, Pakistan Loses

Pakistan’s frequent clo-
sure of  border crossings 
and its weaponisation of  
trade and transit routes 
have forced Afghanistan to 
seek alternative pathways. 
India has emerged as a ma-
jor beneficiary of  this 
shift. Afghan trade has in-
creasingly been rerouted 
through Central Asia and 
Iran, particularly via the 
Chabahar port, bypassing 
Pakistan entirely. Afghani-
stan has also begun substi-
tuting goods previously 
imported from Pakistan 
with supplies from other 
countries, notably India. 

Pharmaceuticals are a key 
example, with Indian ex-
ports replacing Pakistani 
products in Afghan mar-
kets. The numbers under-
score this transformation. 
Transit trade between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan 
has collapsed from $6.7 bil-
lion in FY23 to just $1.01 
billion in FY25. Bilateral 
trade fell to $594 million in 
the first half  of  FY 2025–
26, down from $1.26 billion 
during the same period the 
previous year.

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  I n d i a 
emerged as Afghanistan’s 
largest export destination 
in October 2025, importing 
$103.9 million worth of  
goods out of  Afghanistan’s 
total exports of  $274.9 mil-
lion during that month.

Trade Suspension and 
Economic Fallout

Taliban spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahid has 
publicly acknowledged the 
progress in relations with 
India, praising New Del-
hi’s humanitarian assis-
tance and expressing a de-
sire to expand cooperation, 
particularly in healthcare 
and commerce. Mean-
while, Afghanistan has 
suspended trade with Pa-
kistan entirely, refusing to 
reopen border crossings 
until Islamabad signifi-
cantly improves relations. 
While the closures have 
hurt Afghanistan, the eco-
nomic impact on Pakistan 
has been far more severe. 
Pakistani exporters are re-
portedly losing around 
$177 million every month, 
alongside losses to trans-
port companies, ware-
houses, port operations, 
and transit  revenues 
linked to Karachi Port.

Though Pakistan has 

called for reopening the 
borders, Afghanistan ap-
pears in no rush, insisting 
that any resumption must 
o c c u r  u n d e r  s t r i c t 
conditions.

Timing Is Everything
India’s strategy goes be-

yond merely filling supply 
gaps. Alongside increased 
use of  the Chabahar port, 
New Delhi has moved to 
activate air corridors be-
tween Indian cities and 
Kabul. These initiatives 
reduce Afghanistan’s de-
pendence on Pakistan 
while incentivising the 
Taliban to ensure stability 
for Indian trade with Cen-
tral Asia—a region Paki-
stan has historically 
sought to block India from 
accessing.

Over time, Afghanistan 
could emerge as a vital re-
gional trade hub, linking 
South Asia, Central Asia, 
and the Middle East—
without Pakistan as a 
gatekeeper.

Conclusion
The recalibration of  re-

lations between India, Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan is 
increasingly being shaped 
by economics rather than 
ideology. In this evolving 
equation, India has posi-
tioned itself  as a reliable 
partner, Afghanistan as a 
pragmatic actor seeking 
alternatives, and Pakistan 
as the principal loser—
largely due to its own ina-
bility to maintain stable 
and constructive relation-
ships with its neighbours.

 What began as a diplo-
matic shift has now be-
come a strategic realign-
ment, one in which timing, 
trade, and trust are rede-
fining regional power 
dynamics.

India–Taliban Engagement Marks a Strategic Shift in 
South Asian Geopolitics

Iran on the Brink: Why a US Strike Would Shake 
the Gulf and the World

As reports of  mass pro-
tests and nationwide vio-
lence in Iran appear to 
have eased, the immedi-
ate sense of  urgency sur-
rounding a direct US mili-
tary intervention has 
somewhat diminished. 
But this lull should not be 
mistaken for de-escala-
tion. The military option 
remains very much alive. 
As recently as Tuesday, 
White House press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt reit-
erated that President 
Donald Trump was keep-
ing “all options on the ta-
ble,” explicitly naming 
airstrikes among them. 
Diplomacy, she insisted, 
remained the president’s 
preferred route.

That reassurance, how-
ever, rang hollow when 
set against Trump’s own 
actions. At the very mo-
ment his administration 
was speaking of  diploma-
cy, the president was can-
celling meetings with Ira-
nian officials, threatening 
severe punishment, urg-
ing Iranian protesters to 
continue their uprising, 
and promising American 
assistance—in emphatic 
capital letters—on Truth 
Social. When rhetoric and 
policy diverge so starkly, 
the region listens not to 
the caveats, but to the 
threats.

Unsurprisingly, the 
Gulf  is now bracing for a 
period of  dangerous un-
certainty. When a US 
president openly encour-
ages protesters in another 
country to seize institu-
tions, freezes diplomatic 
channels, and adopts an 
opposition slogan as his 
own, the implications are 
profound. Trump’s slo-
gan—“Make Iran Great 
Again”—is not merely 
rhetorical flourish. It sig-
nals that the White House 
now sees itself  as an ac-
tive participant in Iran’s 
internal political crisis, 
not a distant observer.

 Tehran’s Immediate 
Response

Iran’s leadership react-
ed swiftly and sharply. 
Mohammad Bagher Qali-
baf, Speaker of  Iran’s par-
liament, warned that any 
attack on Iran would ren-
der American military 
bases, ships, and assets 
across the region legiti-
mate targets. More strik-
ingly, he said Iran would 
not wait to retaliate after 
an initial strike but would 
act upon what it perceives 
as clear indicators of  an 
imminent threat.

Whether this was blus-
ter aimed at domestic au-
diences or a genuine op-
e r a t i o n a l  w a r n i n g 
remains unclear. What is 
certain is that such state-
ments dramatically raise 
the cost of  miscalcula-
tion. They suggest that 
Tehran is prepared to 
abandon strategic pa-
tience in favour of  pre-
e m p t iv e  a c t i o n — a n 
alarming prospect in an 
already volatile region.

 Why the  Gulf  Is 
Nervous

To understand the anxi-
ety sweeping through the 
Gulf, one must under-
stand the scale of  the 
American military foot-
print in the region. Iran 
does not lack for visible 
targets.

In Qatar lies Al Udeid 
Air Base, the largest US 
air base in the Middle 
East and the forward 
headquarters of  US Cen-
tral Command. It is criti-
cal for American air op-
e r at i o n s  a c ro s s  t h e 
region. Bahrain hosts the 
US Navy’s Fifth Fleet, re-
sponsible for overseeing 
operations in the Persian 
Gulf, Red Sea, Arabian 
Sea, and parts of  the In-
dian Ocean. Kuwait hous-
es tens of  thousands of  
American troops and 
functions as a major lo-
gistics and staging hub. 
Saudi Arabia once again 
hosts US personnel and 

air defence systems. The 
United Arab Emirates 
provides access to ports 
and airfields regularly 
used by American forces. 
US warships patrol Gulf  
waters continuously.

These installations are 
fixed, known, and within 
Iranian missile range. 
When Iranian officials 
warn that retaliation 
would not be confined to 

one theatre, these are pre-
cisely the assets they are 
referring to.

Recent moves by Wash-
ington and London have 
added to the uncertainty. 
Both countries have re-
duced personnel at Al 
Udeid, describing the par-
tial pullback as precau-
tionary. Britain has tem-
p o r a r i l y  c l o s e d  i t s 
embassy in Tehran, relo-
cating operations outside 
Iran. Whether these steps 
signal preparation for 
conflict or merely height-
ened caution is difficult to 
determine—but the mes-
sage to regional capitals 
is unmistakable.

 The Likely Impact In-

side Iran
If  President Trump au-

thorises military strikes, 
the immediate effect in-
side Iran is unlikely to be 
regime collapse. More 
plausibly, it would trigger 
regime consolidation. Na-
tionalism would almost 
certainly override inter-
nal grievances. The Ira-
nian state would shift into 
survival mode. Protesters 

would be labelled collabo-
rators or traitors—in-
deed, Western media re-
ports already suggest 
more than 250 individuals 
have been identified and 
charged. Security forces 
would justify crackdowns 
as matters of  existential 
necessity.

This is the typical re-
sponse of  authoritarian 
systems under external 
attack. Space for reform 
shrinks, not expands.

A US strike would not 
bring Western-style de-
mocracy closer. It would 
likely push it further out 
of  reach. Legitimate eco-
nomic and political griev-
ances would be discredit-

ed. Hardliners would be 
empowered. Longstand-
ing Iranian suspicions of  
foreign interference 
would be validated. This 
is the central irony of  in-
tervention: the louder 
Washington cheers pro-
testers, the more aggres-
sively Tehran tightens its 
grip.

History offers sobering 
lessons. External pres-

sure helped weaken Syr-
ia’s Bashar al-Assad over 
time, but his eventual col-
lapse came from internal 
fractures, not symbolic 
strikes. He ultimately fled 
to Russia when the re-
gime imploded from with-
in—not because of  West-
ern air campaigns.

 Military Options, Stra-
tegic Dilemmas

The United States has 
no shortage of  military 
o p t i o n s — l o n g - r a n g e 
bombers, cruise missiles, 
cyber operations, and 
covert action among 
them. All are feasible. 
None are easy.

Iran is large, milita-
rised, and battle-hard-

ened. It has spent dec-
a d e s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r 
precisely this scenario. 
While it may be weaker 
today than at any point in 
recent decades, a limited 
strike would not neutral-
ise its capabilities. Iran’s 
response would likely be 
calibrated and symmetri-
cal. A symbolic Ameri-
can strike would invite a 
symbolic Iranian retalia-

tion. A sustained cam-
paign would require con-
stant force protection 
across a region already 
s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  U S 
assets.

Every American base 
would shift to maximum 
alert. Every naval vessel 
would become a potential 
target. Supply routes 
would be vulnerable. 
Iran does not need to de-
feat the United States 
militarily—it knows it 
cannot. Its strategy is 
simpler: raise the cost of  
engagement to intolera-
ble levels. This approach 
has been refined over 
decades of  sanctions, iso-
l a t i o n ,  a n d  p r o x y 

warfare.
 Regional and Global 

Fallout
The regional conse-

quences would be imme-
diate. Shipping lanes 
could be threatened. In-
surance premiums would 
soar. Energy markets 
would react violently. 
Gulf  states would public-
ly call for restraint while 
privately preparing for 
worst-case scenarios. 
Iran-aligned militias, 
weakened but not elimi-
nated by Israeli strikes, 
remain capable of  disrup-
tive action. They would 
not require direct orders. 
A single drone attack or 
misjudged response could 
trigger an escalation driv-
en more by momentum 
than strategy.

Globally, the ripple ef-
fects would be profound. 
Russia would quietly wel-
come the distraction, hop-
ing it eases pressure on 
its war in Ukraine. Mos-
cow has already warned 
Washington that military 
action against Iran could 
destabilise the world. Chi-
na would position itself  
rhetorically as a stabilis-
ing force while exploiting 
economic opportunities, 
potentially accelerating 
non-dollar energy trade 
with Tehran and reinforc-
ing its narrative of  Amer-
ican-driven instability.

India would once again 
find itself  walking a dip-
lomatic tightrope. With 
longstanding ties to Iran 
and deepening strategic 
relations with the United 
States, New Delhi would 
oppose military escala-
tion without directly con-
fronting Washington. Ris-
ing energy prices would 
be particularly damaging 
for India’s economy.

 What the Protesters 
Actually Want

It is crucial to remem-
ber why protests erupted 
in Iran in the first place. 
Years of  sanctions have 
crippled the economy. In-

flation, unemployment, 
and declining living 
standards pushed people 
onto the streets in Decem-
ber. These are fundamen-
tally domestic grievances. 
External attempts at re-
gime change would only 
complicate the protesters’ 
objectives.

Change, if  it comes, 
must come from within. 
Outside intervention has 
historically made that 
harder, not easier.

President Trump is un-
doubtedly aware of  Iran’s 
history with the United 
States. The 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, the seizure of  
the US embassy, and the 
444-day hostage crisis left 
deep scars. President Jim-
my Carter watched diplo-
macy collapse and his 
presidency unravel after 
a failed rescue mission in 
the Iranian desert. Those 
images—burning helicop-
ters and blindfolded hos-
tages—became symbols 
of  American humiliation. 
Carter never recovered 
politically.

The world is different 
today,  but memories 
linger.

An Uncertain Road 
Ahead

Iran’s protests are now 
inseparable from geopoli-
tics. Diplomacy is becom-
ing harder. Escalation 
looms closer. President 
Trump has the power to 
strike Iran. His military 
is unmatched. What re-
mains elusive—just as it 
was four decades ago—is 
certainty over outcomes.

History is instructive. 
Intervention in Iran has 
never delivered the con-
trol or transformation 
Washington seeks. It has 
delivered instability, re-
sentment, and conse-
quences that far outlast 
any presidency. Afghani-
stan in 2021 should serve 
as a final reminder: over-
whelming power does not 
g u a r a n t e e  s t r a t e g i c 
success.
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BJP Set for Another Landslide in Nagpur Civic 
Polls, Congress Stagnant

           The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) appears 
set for another emphatic 
victory in Nagpur, the 
ideological stronghold 
of  the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), as 
counting trends for the 
Nagpur Municipal Cor-
poration (NMC) elec-
tions point to a near-re-
peat of  its dominant 2017 
performance. As of  5 
pm, the ruling alliance is 
comfortably ahead in the 

151-member civic body, 
leaving the Congress 
once again struggling to 
translate an aggressive 
campaign into electoral 
gains.

According to the latest 
trends, the BJP is lead-
ing on 109 seats, while its 
ally, the Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena, is ahead 
on three seats. The Con-
gress, despite mounting 
a “Mission Hundred” 
campaign, is leading on 

only 27 seats—almost 
identical to its 2017 tally 
of  28. If  these trends 
hold, the BJP could 
equal or even surpass its 
previous performance, 
when it won 108 seats 
and secured a clear ma-
jority in the civic body.

Na gpur  holds  im-
mense symbolic and po-
litical importance for 
the BJP. The city is the 
birthplace and head-
quarters of  the RSS, 

founded in 1925 by KB 
Hedgewar, and is regard-
ed as the ideological and 
administrative nerve 
centre of  the organisa-
tion. It is also the home 
turf  of  senior BJP lead-
ers, including Union 
Minister Nitin Gadkari 
and Maharashtra Chief  
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, both of  whom 
have deep roots in the 
RSS. While municipal 
elections are typically 
driven by hyper-local 
civic issues, Nagpur re-
mains a prestige battle 
for the BJP due to its ide-
ological significance.

Polling for the Nagpur 
Municipal Corporation 
was held on Thursday 
alongside elections for 28 
other municipal corpo-
rations across Maha-
rashtra. The results also 
indicate a shifting politi-
cal landscape in the city. 
Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) is 
poised to enter the NMC 
for the first time, with 
one of  its candidates 
leading in her ward. 
Meanwhile, the All India 

Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM) appears 
to be gaining a foothold, 
with four of  its candi-
dates currently leading. 
These include Alisha 
Khan, Reshma Nand-
gawli, Sofia Sheikh, and 
Pawan Koye, all of  whom 
are ahead in ward num-
ber 3 in the Asinagar 
zone, an area with a sig-
n i f i c a n t  M u s l i m 
population.

This development sug-
gests a fragmentation of  
the minority vote bank 
that the Congress has 
tradit ional ly  rel ied 
upon, further weakening 
its prospects in the city.

In terms of  seat-shar-
ing, the BJP contested 
143 seats, with eight al-
lotted to the Shiv Sena. 
Ajit Pawar’s NCP fielded 
candidates in over 90 
seats, while the Con-
gress chose to contest all 
151 seats independently, 
without any alliance. 
The Sharad Pawar-led 
NCP (SP) contested 79 
seats, and the AIMIM 
fielded candidates in six 
wards.

BMC Setback Signals Existential Crisis 
for Raj Thackeray’s MNS

Mumbai’s evolving po-
litical landscape is pos-
ing an existential chal-
lenge for Raj Thackeray 
and his Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena (MNS), 
once known for its ag-
gressive, street-level poli-
tics inspired by the late 
Bal Thackeray. The par-
ty’s underwhelming per-
formance in the Brihan-
m u m b a i  M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation (BMC) elec-
tions has underlined the 
steady erosion of  its sup-
port base and raised seri-
ous questions about its 
future relevance in Ma-
harashtra politics.

As counting continues 
for the 2026 BMC elec-
tions, the MNS is leading 
in just 10 wards, a modest 
presence in India’s rich-
est civic body. In con-
trast, the Shiv Sena 
(UBT), led by Raj Thack-
eray’s cousin Uddhav 
Thackeray, has managed 
to remain competitive, 
leading in around 75 
seats by successfully 
holding together its alli-
ance. However, even this 
alliance has fallen well 
short of  challenging the 
dominant BJP–Shiv Sena 

(Eknath Shinde) com-
bine, which is together 
leading in approximately 
118 wards.

The results are particu-
larly damaging for Raj 
Thackeray, who mounted 
an intense campaign 
marked by fiery speeches 
and a renewed emphasis 
on Marathi identity. His 
recent rapprochement 
with Uddhav Thackeray 
had briefly sparked hope 
among supporters that a 
reunited Thackeray 
brand could reshape 
Mumbai’s political equa-
tions. Instead, the elec-

torate appears uncon-
v i n c e d ,  s i g n a l l i n g 
waning appetite for the 
confrontational politics 
that once defined the 
Thackeray legacy.

Perhaps the most seri-
ous consequence of  this 
poor showing is the grow-
ing threat of  derecogni-
tion for the MNS as a 
state party. The party’s 
vote share had already 
plummeted to just 1.55 
per cent in the 2024 As-
sembly elections, where 
it failed to win a single 
seat. The BMC setback 
only deepens its crisis. 

Loss of  state party status 
would mean forfeiting its 
election symbol, a blow 
that would further weak-
en the MNS’s organisa-
tional identity and elec-
toral viability.

Without control or in-
fluence in the BMC, Raj 
Thackeray also loses ac-
cess to patronage net-
works that traditionally 
keep party workers moti-
vated and loyal. This 
raises the risk of  cadre 
erosion, with defections 
to the BJP or Eknath 
Shinde’s Shiv Sena in-
creasingly likely as work-

ers seek political securi-
ty. The results also reveal 
that the attempted con-
solidation of  the Marathi 
vote through identity 
politics failed to materi-
alise. The “Thackeray 
nostalgia” factor appears 
insufficient to counter 
the BJP’s superior organ-
isation and ground-level 
machinery. With dimin-
ishing institutional rele-
vance, Raj Thackeray 
may increasingly turn to 
street politics, language 
agitations, and media-
centric activism to stay 
visible. In the long term, 
the MNS could even be 
forced to consider align-
ing with the BJP-led Ma-
hayuti as a junior part-
ner, though no such talks 
have surfaced yet.

 Compounding the par-
ty’s troubles is the lack 
of  a clear succession 
plan. Amit Thackeray’s 
third-place finish in Ma-
him during last year’s 
Assembly elections has 
raised doubts about his 
ability to revive the party. 
As Maharashtra politics 
crystallises into a bipolar 
Mahayuti versus MVA 
contest, the MNS now 

Congress at a Crossroads in Tamil Nadu: DMK Deadlock, TVK 
Temptation and High-Stakes Talks Ahead

The Congress leader-
ship has begun a series of  
high-level consultations 
ahead of  the five Assem-
bly elections scheduled 
for April–May, with Tamil 
Nadu emerging as one of  
the most sensitive and 
closely watched battle-
grounds. Later today, Ra-
hul Gandhi and Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge are set to meet 
senior Tamil Nadu Con-
gress leaders, a discus-
sion that could finally 
clarify the party’s alli-
ance strategy in the state.

For nearly two decades, 
the Congress has been al-
lied with the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) in Tamil Nadu. 
However, internal divi-
sions have surfaced with-
in the state unit, with 
some leaders now push-
ing for a potential alli-
ance with actor Vijay’s 
newly launched party, 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK). Whether the 
Congress is willing—or 
able—to break away from 
its long-standing partner-
ship with the DMK re-
mains uncertain.

At the heart of  the cur-
rent deadlock is both seat-
sharing and power-shar-

ing. Traditionally, the 
DMK has restricted its al-
liances with Congress 
and other partners to 
electoral arrangements, 
keeping governance firm-
ly under its own control. 
This time, however, Con-
gress is demanding a 
share in the government 
if  the alliance returns to 
power. Sources say the 
party is seeking at least 
six ministerial berths in 
Chief  Minister M.K. Sta-
lin’s cabinet. DMK lead-
ers, however, have cate-
gorically ruled out any 
such arrangement, insist-
ing there is no scope for 
Congress to join the 

government.
Seat-sharing talks have 

been equally fraught. In 
the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, Congress contested 
25 seats as part of  the 
DMK-led alliance. For the 
2026 polls, the party had 
expected an expanded 
presence. Instead, sourc-
es indicate the DMK is of-
fering only 19 seats. Con-
gress, citing its historical 
performance, is demand-
ing around 35 seats. In 
earlier elections, the par-
ty contested 41 seats in 
2016, 63 in 2011, and 48 in 
2006. Negotiations, which 
were supposed to con-
clude by mid-December, 

remain unresolved more 
than a month later. The 
emergence of  TVK has 
added a new dimension to 
the talks. Senior Con-
gress sources claim Vi-
jay’s party is willing to 
offer Congress more than 
60 seats and even include 
it as a partner in govern-
ment. Internal Congress 
surveys reportedly show 
TVK commanding close 
to 30 per cent vote share, 
prompting the party to 
view Vijay’s popularity as 
a way to loosen the DMK’s 
dominance. Congress 
leaders also believe Vi-
jay’s appeal, particularly 
among Christian voters, 

could have spillover ben-
efits in neighbouring 
Kerala.

Rahul Gandhi’s recent 
gestures have further 
fuelled speculation. He 
publicly supported Vi-
jay’s film *Jana Nayagan* 
amid censorship issues 
and spoke to the actor af-
ter the Karur stampede. 
Rahul aide Praveen 
Chakravarty has also met 
Vijay and openly criti-
cised the DMK govern-
ment’s financial manage-
ment, signalling growing 
warmth towards TVK.

Despite this, many Ta-
mil Nadu Congress lead-
ers favour sticking with 
the DMK for reasons of  
electoral practicality. An-
alysts suggest the Con-
gress may be using TVK 
as leverage to extract bet-
ter terms from its tradi-
tional ally rather than se-
riously planning a break. 
Given the DMK’s impor-
tance to the INDIA bloc 
and Congress’s weak in-
dependent base in Tamil 
Nadu, the high command 
may ultimately prioritise 
national considerations 
over state-level ambi-
tions. With Congress hav-
ing failed to produce a 
chief  minister in Tamil 

India’s Highways to Go 
Cashless: Toll Payments to Shift 

Fully Digital from April 1
India’s highway trav-

el is on the verge of  a 
major digital transfor-
mation. The Union 
Ministry  of  Road 
Transport and High-
ways is preparing to 
ban cash payments at 
all national highway 
toll plazas starting 
April 1. Commuters 
will be required to use 
either FASTag or UPI 
for toll  payments, 
marking a significant 
step toward faster, 
more efficient, and 
transparent highway 
travel. While an official 
notification has not yet 
been issued, the minis-
try is reportedly final-
izing preparations for a 
smooth transition. 
The move is expected 
to significantly reduce 
congestion at toll pla-
z a s.  L o n g  q u e u e s 
caused by cash transac-
tions will become a 
thing of  the past, and 
travel efficiency is set 
to improve dramatical-
ly. The government be-
lieves that digital pay-
ments will not only 
save time but also im-
prove the overall high-
way experience for mil-
lions of  commuters 
e v e r y  d a y . 
Why This Change? 

The ban on cash pay-
ments aims to tackle 
several challenges as-
sociated with tradition-
al  to l l  col lect ion. 
Faster Travel: With 
digital payments, there 
is  no  waiting for 
change or manual re-
ceipts, allowing vehi-
cles to pass through toll 
plazas more quickly. 
Fuel Savings: Frequent 
stops and starts at toll 
booths consume extra 
diesel  and petrol . 
Streamlining pay-
ments will reduce fuel 
wastage and contribute 
to more eco-friendly 
t r a v e l . 
Transparency: Digital 
payments create a 
clear, trackable record 
of  all transactions, re-
ducing discrepancies 
and enhancing ac-
c o u n t a b i l i t y . 
Looking Ahead: Barri-
e r - F r e e  T o l l i n g 
 
This digital transition 
is only the first step to-
ward India’s goal of  a 
Multi-Lane Free Flow 
system. This system, 
inspired by global 
standards, aims to en-
able vehicles to drive 
through toll areas at 
highway speeds with-
out stopping at barri-

ers. Currently, a pilot 
project testing this no-
stop tolling system is 
underway at 25 toll pla-
zas across the country. 
If  successful, it could 
redefine highway trav-
el in India, making 
journeys smoother, saf-
e r,  a n d  f a s t e r. 
W h a t  C o m m u t e r s 
M u s t  D O 
Travelers are advised 
to check their FASTag 
accounts immediately 
to ensure they are ac-
tive and adequately 
funded. Those who do 
not use FASTag should 
prepare to pay via UPI 
on their smartphones 
to avoid inconvenience 
or penalties at toll pla-
zas. With the deadline 
approaching, timely 
preparation is essen-
tial for a seamless tran-
sition to cashless high-
w a y  t r a v e l . 
 
By embracing digital 
payments, India is tak-
ing a significant leap 
toward smarter, faster, 
and more ef ficient 
highways, promising a 
better experience for 
commuters while pav-
ing the way for the fu-
ture barrier-free toll-
ing system.

Supreme Court Directs Karisma Kapoor 
to Respond to Priya Kapur’s Divorce 

Records Application

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Friday 
directed actor Karisma 
Kapoor to file her ob-
jections within two 
weeks regarding a 
fresh application sub-
mitted by Priya Kapur, 
seeking access to de-
tails of  Karisma’s 2016 
divorce proceedings 
with late businessman 
Sunjay Kapur. The mat-
ter was listed before a 
bench headed by Jus-
tice AS Chandurkar.

In a closed-chamber 
hearing, Karisma Ka-
poor’s legal team op-
posed Priya Kapur’s 
application, arguing 
that it was not main-
tainable. Her lawyers 
contended that the con-
sent terms and the di-
vorce decree had al-
ready been filed in 
another matter involv-
ing Karisma Kapoor’s 
two children in the Del-
hi High Court. They de-
scribed the new appli-
cation as unnecessary 
and potentially intru-
sive into confidential 
f a m i l y  c o u r t 
proceedings.

Priya Kapur’s law-
yers, however, stated 
that the application 
aims to obtain certified 
copies of  pleadings, 
documents, and orders 

from the divorce pro-
ceedings to provide the 
full factual background 
in an ongoing estate 
dispute. This dispute 
revolves around the Rs 
30,000 crore estate left 
behind by Sunjay Ka-
pur, with Karisma Ka-
poor’s children alleg-
i n g  t h at  t h e  w i l l 
attributed to their fa-
ther was forged by 
their stepmother, Priya 
Kapur.

Maninder Singh, rep-
resenting Priya Kapur, 
emphasized that clari-
ty on the divorce settle-
ment is crucial to de-
termine whether the 
issues currently raised 
by Karisma Kapoor’s 
children were already 
addressed and resolved 
during Sunjay Kapur’s 
lifetime.

The application was 
originally filed by Pri-
ya Kapur in November 
2025, seeking access to 
court documents relat-
ed to the matrimonial 
settlement between her 
and Karisma Kapoor. 
Karisma’s lawyers, 
Ravi  Shar ma and 
Apoorv Shukla, coun-
tered that the applica-
tion was “frivolous” 
and intended solely to 
extract personal infor-
mation from a private 

family law matter.
During the hearing, 

the Supreme Court di-
rected Karisma Kapoor 
to submit her objec-
tions in the form of  a 
r e p l y  w i t h i n  t wo 
weeks. No formal no-
tice has yet been issued 
in the matter.

The 2016 divorce be-
tween Karisma Kapoor 
and Sunjay Kapur had 
been resolved amica-
bly, with mutual con-
sent.  The consent 
terms recorded by the 
court granted custody 
of  their two children to 
Karisma Kapoor, while 
Sunjay Kapur was 
granted visitation and 
access rights. At that 
time, the Supreme 
Court had acknowl-
edged that all disputes 
between the couple had 
been amicably settled 
following a hearing be-
fore Justices AK Sikri 
and RK Agrawal.

The case now high-
lights the intersection 
of  family law and high-
profile estate disputes, 
with the Supreme 
Court’s intervention 
emphasizing the need 
for procedural clarity 
and protection of  sen-
s i t i v e  p e r s o n a l 
records.
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India and EU Poised for Landmark Trade Deal Amid 
Republic Day Visit

India is preparing for 
a historic diplomatic 
engagement as top 
leaders of  the Europe-
an Union (EU) arrive in 
the country for the 77th 
Republic Day celebra-
tions, with a potential 
trade deal expected to 
be a highlight of  their 
visit. European Coun-
cil President António 
Costa and European 
Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen 
are scheduled to be 
chief  guests at the Re-
public Day parade in 
New Delhi. Their visit 
will be followed by the 
16th India-EU Summit, 
where officials aim to 
finalise negotiations on 
a comprehensive Free 
T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t 
(FTA).

The proposed Broad-
based Trade and Invest-
m e n t  A g r e e m e n t 
(BTIA) has been in dis-
cussion since 2007 but 
faced several delays 
over the years. Talks 
gained renewed mo-
mentum in 2022 amid 
shifting global econom-
ic dynamics and strate-
gic interests. Sources 
say that most chapters 

of  the agreement have 
been concluded, with 
only a few sensitive is-
sues pending resolu-
tion, including matters 
related to agriculture 
and the EU’s carbon tax 
policies. Indian and EU 
officials are optimistic 
that these remaining 

concerns will be ad-
dressed ahead of  the 
leaders’ summit.

Alongside the formal 
summit, an India-EU 
Business Forum is ex-
pected to take place, 
emphasising economic 
cooperation and show-
casing opportunities 

for bilateral trade and 
investment. The poten-
tial agreement is ex-
pected to cover sectors 
including manufactur-
ing, technology, clean 
energy, pharmaceuti-
cals, and services, pav-
ing the way for strong-
er economic ties and 

greater market access 
on both sides.

If  signed, this FTA 
would mark one of  In-
dia’s most significant 
trade agreements to 
date and would repre-
sent a milestone in EU 
engagement in Asia. 
Both sides have high-

lighted their shared 
commitment to a rules-
based international or-
der and sustainable 
economic growth, rein-
forcing the strategic 
and economic impor-
t a n c e  o f  t h e 
partnership.

The Republic Day in-
vitation reflects the 
growing significance 
of  India-EU relations, 
which have expanded 
across technology, se-
curity, sustainability, 
and trade. The EU lead-
ers’ visit also follows 
increased diplomatic 
and commercial en-
gagement in recent 
years, including previ-
ous high-level visits 
and the establishment 
o f  n e w  e c o n o m i c 
initiatives.

As India welcomes 
its European guests, at-
tention is focused on 
the potential announce-
ment of  the landmark 
trade agreement, which 
could redefine bilateral 
economic relations and 
create a new chapter of  
cooperation between 
the world’s fifth-largest 
economy and one of  its 
major trading blocs.

Trump Accepts Symbolic Nobel Peace Prize Medal from 
Venezuelan Opposition Leader in Unprecedented Gesture

In a highly unusual diplo-
matic moment at the White 
House on Thursday, former 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
was presented with the No-
bel Peace Prize medal by Ven-
ezuelan opposition leader 
María Corina Machado — a 
gesture he described as 
“wonderful” but which has 
sparked controversy and 
clarification from Nobel 
officials.

Machado, who was award-
ed the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize 
for her efforts to promote de-
mocracy and human rights 
in Venezuela, presented the 
medal to Trump during a pri-
vate meeting. She said the 
act was in recognition of  his 
perceived support for Vene-
zuelan freedom and demo-
cratic transition, describing 
the transfer as a “symbol of  
mutual respect” and grati-
tude on behalf  of  the Vene-
zuelan people. Trump took to 
his social media platform to 
thank Machado, calling her 
“a wonderful woman who 
has been through so much” 
and praising the gesture as 
one of  respect and honour.

A framed version of  the 
Nobel Peace Prize medal was 

handed to Trump inside the 
White House, and a senior 
White House official con-
firmed that he intends to 
keep it. The meeting, which 
lasted more than an hour, 
also included discussions be-
tween Machado and lawmak-
ers on Capitol Hill.

However, the Norwegian 

Nobel Institute has been un-
equivocal in stressing that 
Nobel Peace Prizes cannot be 
transferred or shared. Under 
the rules of  the Nobel Foun-
dation, once a prize is award-
ed, the title of  laureate is per-
manent and non transferable, 
even if  the physical medal 
changes hands. The commit-

tee’s clarification under-
scores that Machado’s gift 
does not make Trump a No-
bel laureate. The extraordi-
nary exchange comes amid a 
backdrop of  political upheav-
al in Venezuela. U.S. forces 
recently captured long time 
Venezuelan leader Nicolás 
Maduro, a move that re-

shaped the nation’s leader-
ship landscape. Machado, 
once a leading figure of  the 
Venezuelan opposition and 
expected to lead the country, 
has struggled to maintain po-
litical momentum after 
Trump’s administration 
chose to back Vice President 
Delcy Rodríguez as interim 
leader, a decision that disap-
pointed many of  Machado’s 
supporters. Critics have de-
scribed Machado’s action as 
symbolic and lacking institu-
tional significance, while 
analysts say the gesture illus-
trates broader political ma-
noeuvring rather than a sub-
stantive recognition of  
Trump’s global peace efforts. 
Nobel officials reiterated 
that while the physical medal 
may be possessed by some-
one else, the honour and sta-
tus of  Nobel Peace Prize re-
main solely with the original 
laureate.

The controversy has reig-
nited debate about the mean-
ing of  prestigious interna-
tional awards, political 
symbolism, and the bounda-
ries between personal admi-
r a t i o n  a n d  o f f i c i a l 
recognition.

British MP Raises Alarm Over Violence Against Minorities in 
Bangladesh Ahead of Elections

A senior British lawmak-
er has sounded the alarm 
over escalating violence 
against religious minorities 
in Bangladesh, describing 
the situation as “disastrous” 
and urging urgent interna-
tional attention ahead of  
the country’s upcoming na-
tional elections.

Conservative Member of  
Parliament Bob Blackman, 
speaking in the House of  
Commons, highlighted re-
ports of  attacks targeting 
minority communities, par-
ticularly Hindus. He said in-
dividuals are being mur-
dered, homes and temples 
destroyed, and other reli-

gious groups are facing sim-
ilar persecution. Black-
m a n ’ s  r e m a r k s  h av e 
intensified concerns among 
Western lawmakers about 
human rights conditions in 
the South Asian nation.

During his speech, Black-
man called on the British 
government to take decisive 

action to protect minorities 
and ensure that the upcom-
ing elections are free, fair, 
and inclusive. He noted that 
he had raised the matter in 
parliamentary discussions 
and urged the Foreign Sec-
retary to outline concrete 
steps to address the crisis.

 The lawmaker also linked 
the rise in violence to the 
tense political climate ahead 
of  the February 12 national 
elections. He pointed out 
that one of  Bangladesh’s 
major political parties has 
been barred from contesting 
under the current interim 
government, raising con-
cerns about the credibility 
of  the electoral process. 
Blackman warned that ex-
clusion of  significant politi-
cal forces, combined with 
the rise of  extremist rheto-
ric, could further destabi-
lise the country.

In his address, Blackman 
stated: “Hindu men are be-
ing murdered on the streets; 
their houses are being 
burned; the temples are be-
ing desecrated; and other 
religious minorities are suf-
fering similar fates.” He em-
phasised that the UK must 
use its diplomatic influence 
to encourage Bangladesh to 
uphold democratic norms 

and protect vulnerable 
communities.

Other British MPs from 
multiple parties have ex-
pressed similar concerns, 
stressing that credible elec-
tions cannot take place if  
major political groups are 
excluded. They supported 
Blackman’s call for Parlia-
ment to receive a clear ac-
tion plan from the govern-
ment on promoting inclusive 
elections and safeguarding 
minority rights.

The UK government has 
reiterated its longstanding 
commitment to  human 
rights and stated that it con-
tinues to engage with Bang-
ladeshi authorities to sup-
port peaceful and credible 
elections. Officials con-
demned all acts of  violence 
based on religion or ethnic-
ity and stressed the impor-
tance of  ensuring the safety 
and dignity of  all citizens.

As Bangladesh approach-
es a pivotal electoral mo-
ment, the issue of  minority 
rights and political inclusiv-
ity remains under intense 
international scrutiny, high-
lighting the challenges the 
country faces in maintain-
ing social stability and dem-
ocratic norms.

One Year In, Trump Dominates U.S. 
Politics — But Questions Loom Over 

How Long His Hold Will Last
One year after Donald Trump 

returned to the White House, 
his influence over American 
politics and global affairs re-
mains unmistakable — but an 
increasingly uncertain future 
raises questions about how long 
his dominance will last.

Since being sworn in for a sec-
ond term in January 2025, 
Trump has stamped his imprint 
on the presidency with an asser-
tive, highly personal leadership 
style that critics say has weak-
ened traditional checks and bal-
ances. Observers note that ordi-
nary presidential norms have 
given way to an approach driven 
more by impulse and individual 
will than by established institu-
tional processes.

The past year has been 
marked by a flurry of  headline 
grabbing actions. Early in his 
term, Trump issued sweeping 
pardons to hundreds of  pro 
Trump rioters involved in the 
Capitol attack, a move that sym-
bolised his readiness to reshape 
legal and political norms. On 
the international stage, he or-
dered military action against 
Venezuela and pursued contro-
versial policies on tariffs and 
foreign relations — dramatic 
gestures that have unsettled al-
lies and rivals alike.

Legal and political analysts 
say Trump’s presidency has of-
ten operated as if  the usual con-
straints of  governance do not 
apply. A law professor in New 
York described the current era 
as one in which the presidency 
has been “personalised” like 
never before, reflecting Trump’s 

own approach to power and pub-
lic messaging.

Yet experts also stress that 
Trump’s grip on leadership is 
not unassailable. The United 
States faces several key tests 
this year that could reshape his 
influence. Midterm elections in 
November loom large, with con-
trol of  Congress at stake. His-
torically, these elections act as a 
referendum on the sitting presi-
dent, and low approval ratings 
coupled with public discontent 
over economic pressures could 
spell trouble for Republicans if  
voters shift their support.

Political observers warn that 
a significant loss in Congress 
could leave Trump in a weak-
ened position, effectively a 
“lame duck” leader for the final 
two years of  his term. Legal 
challenges also present hurdles: 
the Supreme Court may limit 
the administration’s use of  tar-
iffs, and Congress might push 
back against executive orders 
seen as bypassing legislative au-
thority. Foreign policy, a major 
focus of  Trump’s agenda, has 
also drawn mixed reactions. 
Some supporters applaud his 
bold moves abroad, but critics 
argue that focus on internation-
al interventions has distracted 
from domestic issues that mat-
ter deeply to many voters.

As 2026 unfolds, the central 
question facing Trump and his 
allies is whether a media domi-
nating, personality driven presi-
dency can withstand electoral 
realities and institutional limits 
— or whether the moment of  
Trump will soon wane.

Pakistan Expands Defence Footprint in 
the Arab World with “Islamic NATO” 

and Major Arms Deals

Pakistan is significantly ex-
panding its military and de-
fence presence across the Arab 
world, pursuing major arms 
deals and exploring a trilateral 
security partnership with Sau-
di Arabia and Turkey, which 
analysts have termed an “Is-
lamic NATO.” These moves 
highlight Islamabad’s growing 
ambition to play a more promi-
nent role in regional security 
beyond its traditional sphere 
of  influence.

At the centre of  this expan-
sion is Pakistan’s effort to for-
malise a defence cooperation 
framework with Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey. Officials say the 
proposed pact would commit 
all three countries to collective 
security measures similar in 
principle to NATO’s mutual de-
fence clause. Although negotia-
tions are ongoing, the agree-
ment reflects a shared interest 
in closer military collabora-
tion among Muslim-majority 
nations. In parallel, Pakistan is 
negotiating multi-billion-dol-
lar arms deals with several 
countries. Reports indicate 
that Islamabad is close to final-
ising a $1.5 billion contract to 
supply weapons and aircraft to 
Sudan’s military, including 
light attack aircraft, drones, 
and air-defence systems. Dis-
cussions with Saudi Arabia 
could result in a fighter jet 
agreement worth around $2 bil-
lion, further strengthening de-
fence ties between the two 
countries.

  These developments signal 
a shift in Pakistan’s role from 
primarily providing military 
training and support to becom-
ing a significant exporter of  

defence equipment in the Mid-
dle East. The JF-17 Thunder 
fighter jet, co-produced with 
China, has attracted interest 
from nations such as Iraq and 
other states seeking cost-effec-
tive military platforms. Ana-
lysts note that Pakistan’s ex-
panding clientele enhances its 
strategic influence but also re-
quires careful diplomatic 
navigation.

Experts caution that Islama-
bad must manage complex re-
gional dynamics, as conflicts in 
countries like Sudan, Libya, 
and Yemen involve rival fac-
tions backed by different pow-
ers. Selling similar weaponry 
to opposing sides could compli-
cate Pakistan’s relations with 
key partners and affect its 
long-term credibility as a de-
fence supplier.

Pakistan’s increased engage-
ment comes amid intensified 
geopolitical competition, with 
several countries reassessing 
military procurement strate-
gies. As Islamabad strengthens 
its strategic agreements and 
expands its defence exports, 
the regional security architec-
ture could evolve, reflecting 
new patterns of  cooperation 
outside traditional Western-led 
alliances. Overall, Pakistan’s 
push into the Arab defence 
market marks a notable chap-
ter in its foreign policy and 
military diplomacy. With the 
combination of  high-profile 
arms deals and proposed secu-
rity partnerships, Islamabad is 
positioning itself  as a key play-
er in Middle Eastern security, 
potentially reshaping regional 
power balances in South and 
West Asia.
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Indian Markets Set for Cautious Trade as 
Global Cues Remain Mixed

Indian equity markets 
are expected to begin the 
trading session on a 
muted note, with early 
indicators pointing to a 
flat to marginally posi-
tive opening. Signals 
from the Gift Nifty sug-
gested limited move-
ment at the start, reflect-
ing cautious investor 
sentiment amid mixed 
global cues and ongoing 
assessment of  corporate 

earnings.
Overnight, U.S. mar-

kets ended on a positive 
note, supported by selec-
tive buying in technolo-
gy and financial stocks. 
Improved confidence 
around the U.S. econom-
ic outlook and expecta-
tions of  policy stability 
helped Wall Street close 
higher. However, this op-
timism was only partial-
ly reflected across Asian 

markets, where trading 
trends remained mixed 
in early hours. While 
some Asian indices reg-
istered modest gains, 
others traded lower, 
weighed down by con-
cer ns over regional 
growth and currency 
movements.

Back home, domestic 
benchmarks have been 
showing resilience but 
remain largely range-

bound. In the previous 
session, the Sensex and 
the Nifty witnessed in-
traday volatility, trim-
ming gains after touch-
ing higher levels. The 
Nifty managed to hold 
above key psychological 
and technical levels, in-
dicating underlying sup-
port, though profit-book-
i n g  a t  e l e v a t e d 
valuations capped fur-
ther upside. Market par-

ticipants continue to re-
m a i n  s e l e c t i v e , 
preferring stock-specific 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ove r 
broad-based buying.

Sectorally, trends have 
been mixed. Informa-
tion technology stocks 
have shown relative 
strength, supported by 
recent quarterly results 
and improved outlook 
commentary from major 
companies. Banking and 
financial stocks, which 
carry significant weight 
in benchmark indices, 
have been trading cau-
tiously as investors as-
sess asset quality trends, 
credit growth, and mar-
gin outlooks. FMCG and 
other defensive sectors 
have provided stability, 
while metal and energy 
stocks have reacted to 
fluctuations in global 
commodity prices.

Investor focus is now 
firmly on the ongoing 
earnings season, which 
is expected to play a de-
cisive role in shaping 
near-term market direc-
tion. Quarterly results 
from large corporates 
a r e  b e i n g  c l o s e l y 
tracked for insights into 
demand conditions, cost 

pressures, and margin 
sustainabil i ty.  Any 
ear nings  sur prises 
could trigger sharp 
stock-specific move-
ments,  even as the 
broader indices remain 
confined within a nar-
row range. In addition 
to earnings, global mac-
roeconomic develop-
ments, foreign institu-
tional investor activity, 
crude oil prices, and 
currency movements 
are likely to influence 
market sentiment. The 
r u p e e ’s  t r a j e c t o r y 
against the U.S. dollar 
and trends in global 
bond yields will also be 
monitored for cues on 
capital flows. Overall, 
market experts believe 
that while the near-term 
outlook points to con-
solidation, the broader 
trend remains support-
ed by domestic funda-
mentals. Investors are 
advised to remain cau-
tious, focus on funda-
mentally strong compa-
n i e s ,  a n d  a v o i d 
aggressive positions un-
t i l  c l e a re r  s i g n a l s 
emerge from global mar-
kets  and cor porate 
earnings.

SEBI’s Mutual Fund Regulation Revamp to Reshape 
Industry from April 1

Mumbai, January 16 
— The Securities and 
Exchange Board of  In-
dia (SEBI) has notified 
a comprehensive over-
haul of  mutual fund 
regulations, set to come 
into effect from April 1, 
marking a major step 
toward strengthening 
investor protection and 
improving transparen-
cy in the fast-growing 

asset management in-
dustry.  The revised 
framework is expected 
to significantly impact 
how mutual fund hous-
es operate, disclose 
costs, and maintain 
governance standards.

A central feature of  
the new regulations is 
tighter control over ex-
penses charged to in-
vestors. SEBI has clear-

ly defined which costs 
can be included in the 
Total Expense Ratio, en-
suring that only legiti-
mate and essential ex-
penses are passed on to 
unitholders. Any costs 
falling outside the pre-
scribed list will have to 
be borne by the asset 
management compa-
nies, sponsors, or trus-
tees themselves. This 

move is aimed at pre-
venting hidden charges 
and ensuring that in-
vestors have a clearer 
understanding of  what 
they are paying for.

The regulatory over-
haul also places greater 
responsibility on trus-
tees and independent 
directors. They will be 
required to actively 
monitor fund manage-
ment agreements, com-
pensation structures, 
related-party transac-
tions, and overall fee 
reasonableness. Trus-
tees must identify regu-
latory lapses, ensure 
timely corrective meas-
ures, and formally re-
port compliance issues. 
This enhanced over-
sight framework is de-
signed to strengthen ac-
countability and reduce 
conflicts of  interest 
within the mutual fund 
ecosystem.

Another important 
change relates to the 
treatment of  transac-
tion-related costs. Ex-
penses incurred direct-
ly for trade execution, 

such as brokerage and 
exchange fees, have 
been clearly segregated 
from the base expense 
ratio. This distinction 
is expected to improve 
cost transparency and 
allow investors to make 
more accurate compari-
sons across different 
mutual fund schemes.

Disclosure nor ms 
have also been signifi-
cantly strengthened. 
Mutual funds will now 
be required to provide 
m o re  d e t a i l e d  a n d 
standardized reporting 
in their annual disclo-
sures. Trustees will 
need to include compre-
hensive commentary on 
scheme performance, 
justification for ex-
pense levels, historical 
unit data, and detailed 
expense  break-ups. 
These reports must be 
shared with investors 
in a timely digital for-
mat, enhancing acces-
sibility and investor 
awareness.

From an industry 
perspective, the new 
rules may lead to high-

er compliance and op-
erational costs in the 
short term, particularly 
for smaller fund hous-
es. However, market 
participants believe the 
long-term benefits will 
outweigh these chal-
lenges. Improved trans-
parency, stronger gov-
ernance, and clearer 
cost structures are ex-
pected to boost investor 
confidence, encourage 
higher retail participa-
tion, and support sus-
tainable growth in the 
mutual fund industry.

As the implementa-
tion date approaches, 
asset management com-
panies are likely to ac-
celerate system up-
grades and inter nal 
audits to ensure compli-
ance. Overall, SEBI’s 
regulatory revamp is 
being viewed as a struc-
tural reform that aligns 
India’s mutual fund in-
dustry with global best 
practices, reinforcing 
its role as a key pillar of  
the country’s financial 
markets and household 
savings ecosystem.

Global Bond Index Snub Raises 
Odds of RBI Expanding Debt-

Buying Program

The unexpected deferral of  
Indian government bonds’ in-
clusion in a major global in-
dex has triggered market 
speculation that the Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) may ex-
pand its record debt-buying 
program in the current fiscal 
quarter. Investors and ana-
lysts say the central bank 
could step up purchases to 
stabilize yields and support 
liquidity amid subdued for-
eign inflows.

Bloomberg Index Services 
recently postponed the inclu-
sion of  Indian debt in its flag-
ship Global Aggregate Index, 
disappointing market partici-
pants who had anticipated 
significant foreign capital in-
flows. Analysts had estimat-
ed phased investments of  
roughly $10–$20 billion had 
the integration proceeded as 
planned. The postponement 
has heightened uncertainty 
in the bond market, pushing 
up yields on India’s bench-
mark 10-year government se-
curities by nearly 10 basis 
points. This comes at a time 
when the market is already 
grappling with heavy govern-
ment borrowing and weaker 
overseas demand.

Since December, the RBI 
has been aggressively inter-
vening in the sovereign debt 
market through open market 
operations (OMOs), purchas-
ing around ₹2.54 trillion of  
government securities to an-
chor yields and support mar-
ket liquidity. Additional pur-
chases of  roughly ₹500 billion 
are scheduled in the coming 
week. Market participants 
had largely expected such in-

terventions to wind down as 
the financial year approaches 
its close in April. However, 
the global index snub has re-
vived expectations that the 
RBI may continue buying 
government bonds, potential-
ly adding another ₹1.5–2 tril-
lion between February and 
March.

Market experts note that 
the central bank’s actions are 
critical to maintaining inves-
tor confidence. Treasury of-
ficials have emphasized the 
importance of  targeting liq-
uid benchmark securities to 
send clear signals to the mar-
ket. Traders, meanwhile, 
have expressed concern that 
purchases of  less liquid secu-
rities may limit the effective-
ness of  yield management 
and constrain activity in the 
secondary market.

The bond market’s reaction 
underscores the influence of  
global index inclusion, which 
is widely viewed as a catalyst 
for passive foreign invest-
ment flows into local debt 
markets. With the postpone-
ment, domestic liquidity and 
RBI intervention are expect-
ed to remain the primary sup-
port mechanisms for stabiliz-
ing yields.

As the fiscal year progress-
es, all eyes will remain on the 
RBI’s next moves and how the 
market responds to evolving 
supply-demand dynamics. 
Analysts suggest that contin-
ued central bank support 
may be essential to offset the 
impact of  heavy government 
borrowing and to maintain 
orderly functioning of  In-
dia’s sovereign bond market.

Budget 2026: Making the New Tax Regime a 
Clear Winner

As preparations intensify 
ahead of  India’s Union Budg-
et 2026, tax experts and finan-
cial planners are focusing on 
ways to strengthen the new 
personal income tax regime 
so it appeals more broadly 
and becomes the preferred 
choice for taxpayers. While 
previous reforms have sim-
plified the structure and of-
fered significant relief, ana-
lysts believe targeted tweaks 
could further boost adoption 
and make the system more 
equitable and practical.

The new tax regime, rede-
signed in recent budgets, has 
already delivered notable 
benefits to taxpayers. By wid-
ening tax slabs and enhanc-
ing rebates, especially for 
middle income earners, the 
overhaul has reduced tax li-
abilities for many and sim-
plified compliance by remov-
ing most deductions and 
exemptions. This shift has 
encouraged a growing num-
ber of  taxpayers to opt for 
the new regime over the old-
e r,  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d 
structure.

 Still, there are concerns 
about gaps that could be ad-
dressed to “clear the run-
way” for the new regime to 
become a clear winner. One 
of  the biggest criticisms is 
the absence of  commonly 
used deductions such as 
house rent allowance and 
medical insurance, which 
many argue should be rein-
troduced in a limited form. 
Experts point out that allow-
ing essential deductions 
would improve the regime’s 
appeal without undermining 
i t s  c o r e  o b j e c t iv e  o f  
simplicity.

Another key suggestion is 
to increase the standard de-
duction, which has become 
the main source of  relief  un-
der the new regime after 
most exemptions were re-
moved. Raising this deduc-
tion could help offset the loss 
of  other benefits and better 
reflect inflation and rising 
living costs, particularly for 

salaried individuals.
Experts also urge extend-

ing loan linked tax benefits 
to the new regime. Deduc-
tions for education loan in-
terest and home loan inter-
est, currently only available 
under the old regime, could 
be incorporated since they 
a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 
straightforward and tied to 
formal financial records.

There is a strong case for 
improving provisions for 
senior citizens, who current-
ly receive fewer benefits un-
der the new regime despite 
facing higher health related 
expenditures. Revisiting ba-
sic exemption limits and of-
fering targeted relief  for old-
er taxpayers could make the 
system more inclusive.

Finally, observers note that 
tax policy should not stop at 
compliance ease but also sup-
port long term financial 
p l a n n i n g .  I n t r o d u c i n g 
capped incentives for retire-
ment savings, health insur-
ance, or first home purchases 
could strike a balance be-
tween simplicity and finan-
cial security, encouraging 
responsible financial behav-
iour without adding undue 
complexity.

With these refinements, 
Budget 2026 has an opportu-
nity to deepen the new tax 
regime’s appeal, helping it 
transition from a simplified 
alternative into the main-
stream choice for a broader 
cross section of  India’s 
taxpayers. 

Foreign Fund Rebalancing Triggers Equity Stake 
Changes in Aavas Financiers and IndiaMART

Institutional portfo-
lio rebalancing by glob-
al investors has led to 
notable shifts in share-
holding patterns of  two 
prominent Indian listed 
companies, signalling 
dynamic flows in equity 
markets.  Small Cap 
World Fund Inc, a glob-
al investment vehicle 
managed by Capital 
Group, exited its entire 
holding in Aavas Finan-
ciers and trimmed its 
stake in IndiaMART In-
terMESH through open 
market transactions on 
January 14. This move 
reflects active alloca-
tion strategies by for-
eign funds in response 
to evolving market con-
ditions and investment 
outlooks.

Smal l  Cap  World 
Fund sold its entire 2.48 
percent stake in Aavas 
Financiers, offloading 
19.64 lakh shares at 
around ₹1,440 apiece for 
approximately ₹282.8 
crore. Aavas Financi-
ers, a housing finance 
company focused on re-
tai l  and af fordable 
housing segments, has 
been a favorite among 
institutional investors 

due to its consistent 
growth in net sales and 
strong asset quality. 
The exit by the fund un-
derscores shifting pri-
orities among global 
small-cap investors, po-
tentially influenced by 
valuation considera-

tions and broader mac-
roeconomic signals.

Stepping in to ac-
quire these shares, 
HDFC Mutual Fund 
purchased 19.5 lakh eq-
uity shares, amounting 
to a 2.46 percent holding 
in Aavas Financiers for 

nearly ₹280.9 crore, reit-
erating domestic insti-
tutional appetite for 
quality financial stocks. 
The transaction sug-
gests confidence among 
Indian mutual funds in 
the long-term prospects 
of  the housing finance 

segment, even as for-
eign portfolios recali-
brate exposures.

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y, 
Small Cap World Fund 
reduced its stake in In-
diaMART InterMESH, 
selling 6.26 lakh shares 
— roughly a 1.04 per-
cent holding — for 
around ₹132.2 crore. Pri-
or to the sale, the fund 
held about 1.83 percent 
in the B2B online mar-
ketplace company. This 
repositioning by a glob-
al fund highlights ac-
tive risk management 
and profit-booking be-
haviour after periods of  
stock-specific or secto-
ral gains.

A c q u i r i n g  t h e 
trimmed stake in Indi-
aMART, Nalanda India 
Equity Fund, managed 
by Singapore-based Na-
landa Capital, bought 
11.18 lakh shares, repre-
senting nearly a 1.86 
percent stake valued at 
about ₹236 crore. The 
participation of  anoth-
er foreign institutional 
player indicates sus-
tained interest from 
global equity investors 
in India’s digital and 
technology-enabled ser-

vice providers, albeit 
within recalibrated 
risk frameworks.

The stock market re-
sponded to these bulk 
deals with modest price 
movements. Shares of  
Aavas Financiers saw a 
slight dip, while Indi-
aMART’s stock fluctu-
ated due to the change 
in major shareholdings. 
Such block transactions 
— particularly when in-
volving foreign funds 
— often influence short-
term liquidity and price 
discovery, as domestic 
and global institutions 
adjust portfolios in line 
with shifting invest-
ment priorities.

M a rke t  w a t c h e r s 
view these develop-
ments as part of  broad-
er trends in institution-
al  investing,  where 
global funds periodical-
ly  ro t at e  h o l d i n g s 
across sectors and geog-
raphies to optimise re-
turns. The active par-
ticipation of  domestic 
mutual funds as buyers 
in these deals reflects 
robust local demand for 
solid growth stories in 
the financial and digital 
commerce arenas.
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Nebraska Grandmother’s 40-Year-Old Porch Pot 
Sells for ₹29 Lakh on Her 91st Birthday

What began as an or-
dinary plan to hold a 
garage sale turned into 
a once-in-a-lifetime mo-
ment for Lois Jurgens, 
a 91-year-old Nebraska 
resident, when a stone-
ware crock she had 
kept on her porch for 
four decades sold at 
auction for an astonish-
ing ₹29 lakh (around 
$32,000).

Jurgens had original-
ly intended to sell the 
30-gallon Red Wing 
crock for no more than 
$50, unaware that it 
was a rare collector’s 
item. Just before final-
ising her garage sale 
plans, she noticed that 
Bramer Auction and 
Realty was hosting an 
auction featuring an-
tique crocks. On a 
whim, she called to ask 
if  they might be inter-
ested in including her 
pot.

With the auction only 
days away and all ad-
vertisements already 
published, the request 
came late. Still, auc-

tioneer Bramer decided 
to visit Jurgens’ home 
to inspect the crock. 
When he tur ned it 
around, he immediate-
ly noticed a set of  dis-
tinctive blue butterfly 
markings—an extreme-
ly rare feature among 
Red Wing stoneware.

What truly stunned 
him, however, was that 
the crock was stamped 
twice, something col-
lectors  consider a 
“once-in-a-lifetime” 
find. The markings in-
stantly elevated the pot 
from a household item 
to a prized collector’s 
piece.

Jurgens, meanwhile, 
modestly estimated the 
crock might fetch about 
$100. Bramer reported-
ly laughed and told her 
she was “going to be 
surprised.”

On auction day, near-
ly 300 bidders gathered, 
with intense competi-
tion driving the price 
upward. By the time 
bidding crossed $19,000, 
only three bidders re-

mained—hailing from 
Texas, Kansas, and 
Iowa—locked in  a 
fierce bidding war.

Jurgens couldn’t at-
tend the auction initial-
ly, as she was spending 
her 91st birthday vol-
unteering at her local 
church. When she later 
arrived at the fair-
grounds, the bidding 
had ended.

“We did a little better 
than $100,” Bramer 
joked before revealing 
the final price: $32,000.

Overwhelmed by the 
news, Jurgens report-
edly felt weak in the 
knees and was helped 
onto the stage to sit be-
side the crock that had 
changed her life. She 
later said that in her 91 
years, nothing had 
been more exciting 
than the sale of  that 
humble porch pot.

What she once saw as 
a simple household 
item turned out to be a 
rare treasure—proving 
that sometimes, history 
is hiding in plain sight. 

BSF Soldier’s Soulful Rendition of ‘Sandese Aate Hain’ 
Wins Hearts Online 

Music has a unique ability 
to transcend boundaries and 
touch the deepest emotions, 
and a recent viral video of  
Border Security Force (BSF) 
soldier Chakrapani Nagiri is 
a powerful reminder of  that 
truth. The video, which has 
been widely shared on social 
media, shows Nagiri singing 
the iconic patriotic song 
**“Sandese Aate Hain”** 
from the film *Border*, ac-
companied by his fellow sol-
diers. What makes the clip 
truly special is not just the 
song itself, but the heartfelt 
emotion with which it is 
performed.

Set against a simple, inti-
mate backdrop, the video 
captures a quiet moment 
among soldiers stationed far 
from home. Nagiri’s voice 
carries warmth, sincerity, 
and calm strength, instantly 
resonating with viewers. 
There is no elaborate setting 
or professional arrange-
ment—just a soldier singing 
from the heart, reflecting the 
longing, sacrifice, and devo-
tion that the song represents. 
Each note conveys a deep 
sense of  connection to fami-
ly, country, and duty, making 
the performance all the more 
moving.

Nagiri shared the video on 
his Instagram account, offer-
ing a glimpse of  his musical 

talent and a rare, personal 
moment from a soldier’s life. 
The clip quickly gained trac-
tion online, drawing praise 
not only for his melodious 
voice but also for the genu-
ine emotion that shone 
through his singing.

Social media users flooded 
the comments section with 
admiration and gratitude. 
One user wrote, *“Real own-
er of  the song,”* suggesting 

that Nagiri’s rendition cap-
tured the soul of  the track. 
Another commented, *“Your 
voice is so sweet,”* while a 
third added, *“Hats off  to 
you sir. I can feel the emo-
tions of  the soldiers who 
stand on the border for our 
motherland.”* Many viewers 
said the video gave them 
goosebumps and brought 
tears to their eyes.

The heartfelt performance 

also caught the attention of  
Bollywood celebrities. Actor 
Varun Dhawan responded to 
the video with appreciation, 
writing, *“What a great 
thing.”* Actor Ahan Shetty 
also reacted, sharing a heart 
emoji along with the Indian 
flag, signalling pride and 
respect.

 Beyond its viral success, 
the video stands as a gentle 
yet powerful reminder of  the 

human side of  soldiers—
men and women who, de-
spite their tough duties and 
challenging environments, 
carry emotions, talents, and 
deep love for the nation. 
Chakrapani Nagiri’s soulful 
rendition of  “Sandese Aate 
Hain” is more than a song; it 
is a tribute to the spirit of  
those who guard the coun-
try’s  borders,  often in 
silence.

A Small Act of Kindness on Bengaluru Metro That 
Touched the Internet

Metro journeys are often 
associated with overcrowd-
ed coaches, rushed commut-
ers, misplaced belongings, 
or occasional unpleasant en-
counters. Yet, every once in 
a while, an ordinary com-
mute offers a moment so 
gentle and unexpected that 
it restores faith in human 

kindness. One such moment 
from a Bengaluru Metro 
ride has recently captured 
the hearts of  people online.

A woman, while travelling 
on the metro, noticed a little 
girl sitting nearby wearing 
a  beautifully  designed 
“gold” bangle. Struck by its 

intricate craftsmanship, the 
woman casually compli-
mented it and politely asked 
the child if  she could take a 
photograph to show her 
goldsmith. She expected a 
simple yes or no. What fol-
lowed, however, completely 
caught her off  guard.

Instead of  allowing a pho-
to, the young girl calmly re-
moved the bangle from her 
wrist and handed it to the 
woman, saying it would help 
the goldsmith understand 
the design better. The wom-
an was left stunned by the 
child’s spontaneous trust 
and generosity. In a crowded 
metro, surrounded by stran-
gers, such an unguarded act 
f e l t  r a r e  a n d  d e e p l y 
moving.

Moments later, the girl 
smiled and casually re-
vealed that the bangle was 
not made of  real gold but 
was artificial. Rather than 
diminishing the gesture, 
this revelation made it even 
more meaningful for the 
woman. The child’s willing-
ness to hand over something 
she cherished—without hes-
itation or suspicion—felt 
like a powerful reminder of  
innocence, honesty, and 
warmth.

Touched by the experi-
ence, the woman decided to 
keep the bangle with her as 
a memento of  that fleeting 
yet unforgettable moment. 
For her, it symbolised a qui-
et act of  kindness that made 
an otherwise routine jour-
ney extraordinary.

She later shared the story 

on X (formerly Twitter), re-
counting how she had ad-
mired the bangle, requested 
a photo, and instead re-
ceived the entire ornament 
in her hand. In her post, she 
described how the child’s 
simplicity and trust left a 
lasting impression on her.

Concluding her reflection, 
the woman wrote that not 
every metro ride is defined 
by negativity. Some jour-
neys leave behind soft, 
heartwarming memories—
moments that make no noise 
but stay with you long after 
the destination is reached.

The post resonated widely 
on social media.  Users 
praised both the child’s in-
nocence and the woman’s 
appreciation of  the gesture. 
One commenter wrote, 
“This post brought a smile 
to my face! She’s such a kind 
person.” Another added, 
“This is the best thing on 
the internet today!”

In a world often dominat-
ed by hurried lives and 
guarded hearts, this small 
metro moment served as a 
gentle reminder that kind-
ness can appear anywhere—
even between strangers on a 
daily commute.

A Sewing Mistake Creates an Unlikely 
Mascot for the Year of the Horse

A minor production error at a 
toy factory in eastern China has 
unexpectedly given birth to a vi-
ral sensation, turning what was 
once considered a defective 
product into an internet favour-
ite. Toy ponies with unusually 
sad, weeping expressions have 
captured public imagination on-
line and are now being celebrat-
ed as unlikely mascots for the 
Year of  the Horse.

The unusual toys first gained 
attention in January when a so-
cial media user shared an image 
of  a pony with tearful eyes and 
a sorrowful expression. What 
appeared to be a deliberate de-
sign choice was, in fact, the re-
sult of  a simple sewing mistake. 
The toys were produced in Yiwu 
International Trade City in Zhe-
jiang province, widely regarded 
as the world’s largest wholesale 
market for small commodities, 
according to a report by the 
*South China Morning Post*.

Standing about 20 centime-
tres tall and priced at 25 yuan, 
the toy pony was originally de-
signed as a festive symbol of  the 
Year of  the Horse. It features a 
bright red body—traditionally 
considered an auspicious colour 
in Chinese culture—and is em-
broidered with a golden mes-
sage meaning “wealth will ar-
rive soon.” However, a technical 
error during production caused 
the toy’s mouth and nostrils to 
be stitched incorrectly, giving it 
a  d o w n t u r n e d ,  t e a r f u l 
expression.

Initially, the crying face was 
viewed as a flaw. But instead of  
rejecting the product, internet 
users found the pony’s emotion-
al appearance oddly endearing. 
Nicknamed the “Crying Horse,” 
the toy quickly went viral, with 

photos and videos spreading 
across social media platforms.

Many buyers related deeply to 
the pony’s expression. One user, 
known online as Tuan Tuan 
Mami, said the toy looked sad 
and helpless—much like how 
she feels at work. She shared 
that keeping the Crying Horse 
during the Year of  the Horse 
gives her hope of  leaving behind 
workplace frustrations and em-
bracing happiness.

The toy has resonated espe-
cially with young professionals 
who refer to themselves as 
“New Ma,” a slang term mean-
ing “Ox and Horse,” commonly 
used to describe overworked 
employees. For them, the Cry-
ing Horse has become a humor-
ous yet heartfelt symbol of  mod-
ern office life.

Another buyer remarked that 
the crying pony felt more au-
thentic than cheerful toys, say-
ing that imperfections reflect 
real life and give people some-
thing they can truly connect 
with.

Factory owner Zhang Huo-
qing revealed that when the toy 
was first launched in October 
last year, sales were modest, av-
eraging around 400 units per 
day. Following its viral success, 
daily orders surged into the 
thousands, prompting the fac-
tory to add more than 10 new 
production lines.

Although the worker respon-
sible for the sewing error re-
mains unknown, Zhang said the 
entire production team would 
be rewarded. The company has 
also applied for an appearance 
patent and is expanding the de-
sign to other products, includ-
ing keychains and travel neck 
pillows.

Couple Uncovers Secret Rooms in 
130-Year-Old Home After Receiving 

Eerie Letter 

What began as the purchase 
of  a charming 130-year-old 
home quickly turned into a re-
al-life mystery for a millennial 
couple, who uncovered secret 
rooms, hidden compartments, 
and long-forgotten spaces after 
receiving an eerie handwritten 
letter. Courtney and her hus-
band Matt were drawn into the 
house’s hidden past when a 
message addressed simply to 
“Purchaser” arrived at their 
doorstep, promising to reveal 
secrets about the historic prop-
erty they had just bought.

Courtney later shared the en-
tire experience in a TikTok 
video that quickly went viral, 
amassing more than 1.5 million 
views. According to her ac-
count, the letter was sent from 
Canada and claimed to be writ-
ten by the last surviving mem-
ber of  the Madison family, the 
former owners of  the house. 
The writer said she had grown 
up in the home and wanted to 
ensure the new owners knew 
about hidden rooms and fea-
tures that may not have been 
disclosed during the sale.

While the exact location of  
the house remains undisclosed, 
Courtney and Matt confirmed 
that the property is a large Vic-
torian-style home purchased 
from a historical institution. 
They have also chosen not to 
release any detailed informa-
tion about the Madison family.

Intrigued by the letter’s 
clues, the couple began search-
ing their new home and soon 
discovered several concealed 
spaces. Their first major find 

was a secret wine cabinet hid-
den above the fireplace in the 
front parlour. Disguised behind 
a sliding glass panel, the cabi-
net contained dusty bottles of  
alcohol that had likely re-
mained untouched for decades. 
Among the finds were an un-
opened 1970 French rosé, a 1989 
Cabernet Sauvignon, along 
with bottles of  bourbon, beer, 
and cream sherry.

The letter then directed them 
to another hidden area in the 
bathroom, directly opposite a 
wall-mounted door. Courtney, 
Matt, and their young daughter 
explored the space together. 
Courtney described it as the 
scariest part of  the house due 
to its worn, aged appearance. 
While it initially seemed like it 
might be a secret room, it 
turned out to be a small crawl 
space, resembling a dark, attic-
like area. Courtney believes it 
may once have been a full room 
that was later sealed off.

Just as they were about to 
give up, Courtney noticed a 
small, closed door located in 
front of  the toilet. When she 
opened it, the couple discov-
ered a surprisingly large trunk 
room hidden behind the wall. 
Courtney said the space was 
spacious and full of  potential, 
though they haven’t yet decid-
ed how to use it.

For now, the couple is simply 
enjoying the thrill of  uncover-
ing their home’s secrets—
proof  that sometimes, old 
houses still have stories left to 
tell.



In a high-voltage 
Wo m e n ’ s  P r e m i e r 
League (WPL) 2026 en-
counter at the DY Patil 
Stadium in Navi Mum-
bai, Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru (RCB) posted 
a competitive total 
against the Gujarat Gi-
ants, setting up a thrill-
ing contest under lights. 
RCB continued their 
promising start to the 
season, while the Gi-
ants aimed to bounce 
back after mixed results 
in recent matches.

Gujarat Giants cap-
tain Ashleigh Gardner 
won the toss and opted 
to bowl, hoping to ex-
ploit the conditions un-
der lights and restrict 
RCB to a manageable 
total. The pitch, while 
generally favorable for 
batters, had early move-

ment that posed chal-
lenges in the first few 
overs, but the expected 
dew later in the evening 
was likely to favor the 
chasing side.

RCB came into the 
match with momentum, 
riding high on back-to-
back victories. The 
team’s confidence was 
evident as they looked 
to post a score that 
could put pressure on 
the Giants’ batters. 
However, their innings 
started cautiously, with 
early wickets falling 
and threatening to 
destabilize the batting 
lineup.

A crucial partnership 
between Radha Yadav 
and Richa Ghosh stead-
ied the innings, frus-
trating the Giants’ 
bowlers and building a 

platform for a competi-
tive total. Yadav’s com-

posed stroke play com-
bined with Ghosh’s 

fluent hitting ensured 
RCB remained in con-

trol. In the final overs, 
Nadine de Klerk provid-

ed rapid acceleration, 
helping RCB finish 
strongly at 182/7 in 20 
overs.

For Gujarat Giants, 
the bowling unit showed 
promise early on. Young 
pacers applied pressure 
in the powerplay, with 
key breakthroughs 
slowing the scoring 
rate. Despite these ef-
forts, RCB’s middle or-
der responded effective-
ly, balancing caution 
with aggression at criti-
cal moments.

Chasing 183, the Gi-
ants started cautiously, 
looking to build a solid 
foundation. Experi-
enced players such as 
Beth Mooney and So-
phie Devine contribut-
ed crucial boundaries, 
keeping the required 
run rate manageable. 

As the innings pro-
gressed, the Giants be-
gan to pick up the pace, 
aiming to keep the pres-
sure on RCB’s bowlers.

This match highlight-
ed the growing competi-
tiveness of  the WPL, 
with both sides demon-
strating batting depth, 
strategic bowling plans, 
and fielding sharpness. 
RCB’s balanced perfor-
mance keeps them firm-
ly in contention for the 
title, while Gujarat Gi-
ants will aim to capital-
ize on their chase and 
secure a morale-boost-
ing win in the second 
innings. The encounter 
promises to go down to 
the wire, showcasing 
the excitement and in-
tensity of  the women’s 
game at its best.
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Indian wicketkeeper-
batter KL Rahul visited 
the revered Mahakalesh-
war Temple in Ujjain 
ahead of  the crucial 
third and final ODI 
against New Zealand. 
The visit was a spiritual 
preparation as Team In-
dia geared up for the se-
ries decider at the Hol-
kar Stadium in Indore.

Rahul offered prayers 
at one of  the twelve sa-
cred Jyotirlingas of  Lord 
Shiva, including ritual 
worship of  Nandi, the 
bull revered as Shiva’s 
vehicle. The calm and de-
votional visit reflected 
Rahul’s personal faith 
and his focus on mental 
readiness ahead of  a 
high-pressure encounter. 
This was not Rahul’s 
first visit to the historic 
temple. In the past, he 
has sought divine sup-
port here on significant 
occasions, including 
ahead of  the Indian Pre-
mier League season and 
previous matches in In-
dore. His family has also 
accompanied him during 
some visits, demonstrat-
ing the personal and fa-
milial importance of  
these spiritual rituals.

Rahul enters this se-
ries decider in excellent 
form. In the second ODI 

against New Zealand, he 
played a commanding in-
nings, remaining unbeat-
en on 112 with a mix of  
elegant boundaries and 
well-timed aggression. 
Despite his stellar per-
formance, India fell short 
as New Zealand chased 
down the target, leveling 
the series at 1–1 and set-
ting the stage for a deci-
sive final match.

Ahead of  Rahul’s visit, 
Indian head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir and bat-
ting coach Sitanshu Ko-
tak also participated in 
the temple’s morning 
rituals, including the 
Bhasma Aarti, to pray 
for the team’s success in 
the final ODI. Their in-
volvement highlighted 
the blend of  tradition 
and team-wide focus, em-
phasizing the impor-
tance of  mental and spir-
i tual  pre paredness 
before major matches.

The series decider in 
Indore promises to be an 
intense contest, with In-
dia looking to leverage 
both form and focus to 
secure the win. Rahul’s 
temple visit not only un-
derscores his personal 
approach to handling 
pressure but also reflects 
a broader culture within 
the team of  seeking bal-

ance, calm, and concen-
tration before critical 
games.

As fans eagerly antici-
pate the clash, attention 

will now turn to the field, 
where India and New 
Zealand are set to battle 
for the series. KL Rahul’s 
blend of  skill, form, and 

spiritual focus may well 
prove decisive in helping 
India clinch the final ODI 
and finish the series on a 
high note.

KL Rahul Seeks Blessings at Mahakaleshwar 
Temple Ahead of Third ODIIndia’s senior men’s 

c r i cke t  t e a m  h a s 
strengthened its prepa-
ration for the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup 2026 
with the recall of  expe-
rienced middle-order 
batter Shreyas Iyer to 
the national T20I squad 
for the five-match se-
ries against New Zea-
land. The series, begin-
ning on January 21, 
serves as India’s final 
bilateral assignment 
before the global tour-
nament, and selectors 
have moved decisively 
to bolster the squad 
amid injury concerns.

Iyer ’s  inclusion 
comes alongside leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi, 
replacing Washington 
Sundar and Tilak Var-
ma, both sidelined due 
to injuries. Sundar is 
out with a side strain 
sustained during the 
preceding ODI leg of  
the tour, while Varma 
will miss at least the 
first three T20 interna-
tionals due to an ab-
dominal issue.

A seasoned cam-
paigner, Iyer last ap-
peared for India in 
T20Is in late 2023. His 
recall highlights the se-
lectors’ confidence in 
his ability to anchor 
the middle order and 
provide stability under 
pressure. He is slated to 

feature in the first 
three matches of  the 
series, with participa-
tion in the final two 
games to be assessed 
based on workload and 
team requirements.

For Iyer, this call-up 
represents a major step 
in his return to inter-
national cricket follow-
ing a period on the side-
lines due to injury. He 
has been actively work-
ing to regain full fit-
ness, performing in do-
mestic competitions 
and franchise tourna-
ments, including the 
I n d i a n  P r e m i e r 
League. His consistent 
form and readiness 
have earned him this 
timely opportunity, of-
fering a chance to ce-
ment his place in In-
dia’s T20 plans ahead 
of  the World Cup.

The New Zealand se-
ries carries added sig-
nificance as it allows 
India to fine-tune com-
binations and acclima-

tize to high-pressure 
scenarios expected in 
the upcoming tourna-
ment, which will be co-
hosted by India and Sri 
Lanka in February. 
With a strong batting 
lineup already in place, 
Iyer’s experience and 
tactical versatility are 
expected to strengthen 
India’s middle order 
and deepen their op-
tions both with the bat 
and in crucial finishing 
roles.

As the team navi-
gates injuries and final-
izes combinations, fans 
will be keenly watch-
ing how Iyer seizes this 
chance to make an im-
pact, enhance India’s 
balance, and contrib-
ute meaningfully to the 
team’s T20 World Cup 
preparations. His per-
formance in the New 
Zealand series could 
well shape his role and 
significance in India’s 
pursuit of  T20 glory 
later this season.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru Set Competitive Total as Gujarat Giants 
Eye Chase in WPL 2026 Clash

Shreyas Iyer Recalled to India T20I Squad Ahead of New 
Zealand Series

Jamal Musiala Set to Return for Bayern Munich After Six-Month Injury Layoff
Bayern Munich are poised to welcome 

a major boost as midfielder Jamal Musi-
ala nears his return from a six-month in-
jury layoff, with head coach Vincent Kom-
pany confirming that the 22-year-old 
could be part of  the squad for the upcom-
ing Bundesliga clash against RB Leipzig. 
Musiala has been sidelined since suffer-
ing a serious leg injury, but his recent pro-
gress in training indicates he is finally 
ready to rejoin competitive action.

Musiala has been out of  action since 
July last year, when he suffered a broken 
leg and dislocated ankle during the Club 
World Cup. The injury ruled him out for 
the start of  the season and left Bayern 
without one of  their most creative attack-
ing players for much of  the campaign. 
Despite his absence, the German champi-
ons have performed strongly, maintaining 
an unbeaten run in the league and build-
ing a commanding lead at the top of  the 
Bundesliga.

Coach Kompany noted that Musiala’s 
inclusion in the matchday squad will de-
pend on his training and fitness levels in 
the coming days. While he is steadily re-
gaining full fitness, any return to com-
petitive minutes will be carefully man-
aged to ensure he is fully prepared before 
being reintegrated into the team. Bayern 
are taking a cautious approach to avoid 
any risk of  setbacks.

Musiala, who joined Bayern’s senior 
team in 2019, has been a central figure in 
the club’s success. Over more than 200 ap-
pearances, he has contributed consist-
ently with goals and assists, helping Bay-
ern secure multiple Bundesliga titles as 
well as Champions League honours. His 
return is expected to add creativity and 

unpredictability to an already strong 
side, giving the team an additional attack-
ing weapon.

Alongside Musiala, Bayern may also 
see the return of  other key players from 

injury, including German captain Joshua 
Kimmich and Canada skipper Alphonso 
Davies, further strengthening the squad’s 
depth as they pursue domestic and Euro-
pean titles. As the season enters a crucial 

phase, Musiala’s comeback is a timely lift 
for Bayern Munich. His technical skills, 
pace, and attacking flair could prove deci-
sive in high-stakes matches ahead. Fans 
and teammates alike will be eagerly 

watching to see how he reintegrates after 
his long spell on the sidelines and how he 
contributes to Bayern’s push for contin-
ued success in the Bundesliga and 
beyond.



The resounding suc-
cess of  Anaganaga Oka 
Raju has reinforced the 
g r ow i n g  e c o n o m i c 
strength of  Telugu cine-
ma, particularly during 
the high-stakes Sankran-
thi festive season. Star-
ring Naveen Polishetty 
in the lead, the film has 
rapidly transformed 
into a significant com-
mercial force, collecting 
an impressive ₹41.2 crore 
worldwide within just 
two days of  its release on 
January 14.

Produced by Suryade-
vara Naga Vamsi and 
Sai Soujanya under the 
banners of  Sithara En-
tertainments and For-
tune Four Cinemas, and 
presented by Srikara 
Studios, the film’s per-

formance highlights the 
financial impact of  well-
timed festive releases. 
Sankranthi remains one 
of  the most lucrative 
windows for the film in-
dustry, driving increased 
footfalls, higher ticket 
pricing, and strong an-
cillary revenues across 
distribution, exhibition, 
and hospitality sectors.

Trade analysts point 
out that Anaganaga Oka 
Raju benefited from 
strong word-of-mouth 
from its opening show, 
translating into sus-
tained occupancy levels 
across urban and mass 
centres. Despite compe-
tition from other big-
ticket releases, the film 
s e c u r e d  a d e q u a t e 
screens and show tim-

ings, allowing distribu-
tors to maximize returns 
within the crucial open-
ing weekend. Producer 
Suryadevara Naga Vam-
si described the success 
as his most satisfying 
Sankranthi outcome in 
six years, underlining 
the film’s importance 
from a business perspec-
tive.   The Thank You 
Meet organized by the 
team reflected not just 
creative triumph but 
also economic confi-
dence. Naveen Polishet-
ty, addressing the gather-
ing, acknowledged the 
audience as the real 
driving force behind the 
film’s success. With Ana-
ganaga Oka Raju mark-
ing his first Sankranthi 
release and fourth con-

secutive hit, his market 
value as a dependable 
box-office performer has 
seen a notable upswing, 
strengthening future 
project economics.

Beyond box-office col-
lections, the film has 
generated widespread 
employment and reve-
nue across the value 
chain—from production 
crews and technicians to 
theatre owners, food 
vendors, and promotion-
al agencies. Directed by 
debutant Maari, the film 
also demonstrates how 
new talent, when backed 
by established produc-
tion houses, can deliver 
commercially viable re-
sults. Industry observers 
note that the film’s blend 
of  comedy, emotion, and 

topical political satire 
broadened its audience 
base, ensuring repeat 
viewership and steady 
weekday collections. 
The music by Mickey J. 
Meyer and strong perfor-
mances by Meenakshi 
Chaudhary and Rao 
Ramesh further en-
hanced the film’s com-
mercial appeal.

As Anaganaga Oka 
Raju continues its strong 
theatrical run, it stands 
as a clear example of  
how content-driven cin-
ema, released strategi-
cally during festive sea-
sons, can deliver robust 
economic returns while 
boosting confidence 
across the Telugu film 
industry’s business 
ecosystem.
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SCREEN

Hyderabad, January 
16 — The unveiling of  
the first look of  “Mira-
cle,” directed by Prab-
h a s  N i m m a l a ,  h a s 
brought renewed atten-
tion not only to regional 
cinema but also to its 
growing contribution to 
the local and allied 
economies. Released as 
a Sankranthi special, 
t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
highlights how mid-
budget action entertain-
ers are emerging as sig-
n i f i c a n t  e c o n o m i c 
drivers within the Telu-
gu film industry.

Produced jointly by 
Ramesh Eggidi, Sri-
kanth Mogadasu, and 
Chander Goud under 
the Saida Family Enter-
tainment banner, Mira-
cle represents a collabo-
rative production model 
that is increasingly 
common in regional cin-
ema. Such partnerships 
help distribute finan-
cial risk while enabling 
steady investment in 
content creation, em-
ployment generation, 
and technical infra-
structure. Mrs. Jyotsna 
serves as co-producer, 
further strengthening 
the project’s financial 
backing.

The film stars Rand-
heer Bheesu and Heb-
bah Patel as the lead 
pair, with senior actors 
Sriram and Suresh play-
ing pivotal roles. Aksha-
ra Nunnna Sujana ap-
p e a r s  a s  a n o t h e r 
heroine, while Naidu 
Pendra is being intro-
duced as the antagonist. 

The casting reflects a 
balanced mix of  emerg-
ing talent and estab-
lished performers, a 
strategy that helps con-
trol costs while ensur-
i n g  m a rke t  ap p e a l 
across different audi-
ence segments.

The first schedule of  
Miracle, dominated by 
high-octane action se-
quences, has been com-
pleted successfully, in-
jecting revenue into 
l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s 
through spending on 
sets, equipment rentals, 
accommodation, trans-
port, and daily wages 
for technicians and sup-
port staff. The second 
schedule, scheduled to 
begin from January 22 
in and around Hy-
derabad, is expected to 
further benefit the city’s 
hospitality, logistics, 
and ancillary service 
sectors.

Industry observers 
note that films like Mir-
acle contribute to a sus-
tainable production eco-
system. By employing a 
large ensemble cast and 
crew—including cine-
matographer Surender 
Reddy, editor Vishwa-
nath, action choreogra-
pher Srinu, lyricist 
Rambabu Gosala, and 
PRO Dheeraj Appaji—
the project underscores 
cinema’s role as a multi-
layered economic activ-
ity rather than just a 
cultural product. Veter-
a n  f i l m  j o u r n a l i s t 
Dheeraj Appaji’s special 
appearance as a foren-
sic officer also reflects 

the cross-pollination be-
tween media profes-
sions within the indus-
try. Speaking on the 
occasion, the producers 
expressed confidence 
that director Prabhas 
Nimmala, who earlier 
delivered Satya Gang 
and Fighter Shiva, is 
poised to strengthen his 

market standing with 
Miracle. They empha-
sized that strong perfor-
mances, glamour ap-
peal, and action-driven 
storytelling would en-
hance the film’s com-
mercial prospects.

As regional films con-
tinue to scale up pro-
duction values and pro-

fessional management, 
projects like Miracle il-
lustrate how cinema re-
mains a reliable engine 
for employment, re-
gional spending, and 
creative entrepreneur-
ship, reinforcing its im-
portance in the broader 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
economy.

In an exciting move for aspiring 
filmmakers, AVAA Entertainments 
has announced the launch of  the 
AVAA International Short Film 
Contest – Season One, coinciding 
with the festive celebrations of  
Sankranti and Pongal. The initia-
tive aims to identify and encourage 
new directorial talent across India, 
providing a unique platform for sto-
rytellers to showcase their creativ-
ity. Unlike typical talent contests, 
this program is entirely director-
centric, focusing on storytelling and 
cinematic vision rather than celeb-
rity appeal or commercial viability. 
Filmmakers are invited to submit 
short films with a maximum dura-
tion of  ten minutes, giving them a 
concise canvas to demonstrate their 
narrative and technical skills. The 
emphasis is on originality, creativ-
ity, and directorial execution, offer-
ing participants a rare chance to be 
evaluated purely on their craft.

 The contest’s most enticing fea-
ture is its grand prize: the winning 
director will have the opportunity 
to helm a ₹10-crore feature film, pro-
duced by noted actor and film pro-
ducer Vishnu Manchu. Known for 
his consistent support of  emerging 
talent, Vishnu Manchu has long 
championed initiatives that bridge 
the gap between aspiring directors 
and mainstream cinema. His in-
volvement ensures that the win-
ner’s vision receives the resources, 
guidance, and platform needed to 
transform a short film idea into a 
full-fledged blockbuster.

AVAA Entertainments, through 
this initiative, seeks to strengthen 
its commitment to nurturing fresh 
voices in Indian cinema. By spot-

lighting promising directors early 
in their careers, the contest aims to 
create a pipeline of  innovative sto-
rytellers capable of  shaping the fu-
ture of  the industry. The production 
house also extended warm festive 
wishes to all participants and cine-
ma enthusiasts, aligning the launch 
with the spirit of  celebration and 
new beginnings that Sankranti and 
Pongal represent. Industry observ-
ers see this contest as a game-chang-
er in the Indian entertainment 
space, offering both exposure and 
substantial professional support to 
talented filmmakers who might oth-
erwise struggle to break into the 
competitive film industry. The ini-
tiative also underscores the grow-
ing trend of  short films becoming 
stepping stones to larger cinematic 

Regional Cinema Fuels Local Economy as Prabhas Nimmala’s 
“Miracle” First Look Unveiled

Hyderabad, January 
16 — The unveiling of  
the energetic mass 
track Basavanna from 
Action King Arjun’s 
upcoming pan-India 
film Seetha Payanam 
has added fresh mo-
mentum to the film’s 
commercial prospects, 
underlining the grow-
ing role of  music-driv-
en promotions in the 
Indian film economy. 
Released ahead of  the 
film’s theatrical debut, 
the song has quickly 
captured audience at-
tention and boosted 
pre-release market vis-
ibility across multiple 
languages.

 Produced under the 
Shree Raam Films In-
ternational banner, 
Seetha Payanam is po-
sitioned as a large-
scale multilingual pro-
ject, set for release on 
February 14 in Telugu, 
Kannada, Tamil, Ma-
layalam, and Hindi. 
Such a simultaneous 
multi-language rollout 
significantly enhances 
revenue potential by 
tapping into diverse 
r e g i o n a l  m a rke t s 
while optimizing mar-
keting and distribu-
tion costs. Industry 
analysts note that pan-
India films with strong 
music assets often see 
higher advance book-
ings and better open-
ing-weekend footfalls.

T h e  B a s av a n n a 
track introduces Ac-

tion Prince Dhruva 
Sarja in a powerful 
cameo, a strategic 
move that adds star 
value and widens the 
film’s reach, particu-
larly in Karnataka and 
neighbouring markets. 
Cameo appearances by 
popular stars have in-
creasingly become a 
calculated commercial 
tool, helping produc-
ers attract cross-re-
gional audiences and 
strengthen satellite, 
digital, and music 
rights valuations.

Composed by Anup 
Rubens, the high-ener-
gy song is designed to 
appeal to mass audi-
ences, a segment that 
remains critical for 
box-office sustainabil-
ity. Lyrics by Kasarla 
Shyam and vocals by 
Nakash Aziz and L. 
Keerthana further en-
hance the song’s recall 
value, while dynamic 
choreography by Lali-
tha Shobi and Srishti 
Varma adds visual ap-
peal suited for both 
theatrical screens and 
digital  plat for ms. 
Trade circles observe 
that such mass tracks 
often translate into 
higher repeat viewer-
ship, especially in sin-
gle-screen and semi-
urban centres.

Seetha Payanam 
also marks the silver-
screen debut of  Aish-
warya Arjun as the fe-
male lead, introducing 

new talent while main-
taining commercial 
balance through the 
presence of  seasoned 
actors like Sathyaraj, 
Prakash Raj, and Ko-
vai Sarala. Arjun him-
self  takes on multiple 
responsibilities as pro-
ducer, director, writer, 
and actor, reflecting a 
vertically integrated 
production model that 
allows for tighter 
budget control and 
u n i f i e d  c r e a t i v e 
vision.

With shooting and 
post-production com-
pleted, the film now en-
ters a crucial market-
ing phase. The release 
of  Basavanna serves 
as a cost-effective pro-
motional catalyst, 
driving social media 
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d 
strengthening the 
film’s pre-release busi-
ness across audio, digi-
tal, and theatrical 
rights.

Sankranthi Box Office Boom: Anaganaga Oka Raju Emerges as Major Economic Driver

Pan-India Music Launch Strengthens Market 
Buzz for Arjun’s Seetha Payanam

10-Minute Short Film Could Lead to 
₹10-Crore Feature: AVAA Contest Launched

‘Awwal Dawath’ From Ameer Log Goes Viral: Rahul Sipligunj & Annie Master Win Hearts
The latest mass num-

ber from the youthful 
comedy Ameer Log is 
creating a buzz across so-
cial media, with the 
track ‘Awwal Dawath’ 
trending rapidly and 
crossing over a million 
views on YouTube. Pro-
duced by Awwal Number 
Productions, the film, 
tagged as Production 
No.1, stars MC Hari, 
Manoj, and Sashidhar in 
lead roles, with support-
ing performances by 
Veda Jalandhar, Ravan 
Nitturu, Vishwender 
Reddy, and Sai Yogi.

Directed by Ramana 
Reddy Soma and pro-
duced by Madhavi Reddy 
Soma, with Manohar 
Reddy Manchuri as co-
producer, Ameer Log 
promises a lively, youth-
oriented cinematic expe-
rience. The title and 
first-look poster, un-
veiled by popular actor 
Sree Vishnu, went viral 
instantly, hinting at the 
film’s potential to strike 
a chord with the audi-
ence. Early promotional 
materials had already 
generated excitement, 
but the newly released 
song has taken the on-
line audience by storm.

‘Awwal Dawath’ owes 
much of  its popularity to 
the energetic vocals of  
Rahul Sipligunj and the 

dynamic choreography 
by Annie Master. The 
duo’s efforts have be-
come the talk of  social 
media, with viewers 
praising the catchy beats 
and infectious dance 
moves. Fans are sharing 
clips of  the song, further 
boosting its reach and 
cementing its position as 
a viral sensation. The 
song’s appeal lies in its 
ability to combine mu-
sic, rhythm, and visuals 
in a way that resonates 
with youth audiences, 
making it a perfect fit for 
the film’s vibrant tone.

On the technical front, 
the film boasts cinema-
tography by SVK, music 
composition by Smaran 
Sai, and editing by Ro-
hith Penumatsa, ensur-
ing a polished and engag-
i n g  c i n e m a t i c 
experience. The produc-
tion team, including 
Shakthi (posters & pub-
licity design), Swapnik 
Rao (sound & mixing), 
and Sai Satish (PRO), 
has worked meticulously 
to maintain high produc-
tion standards.

Ameer Log is posi-
tioned as a fun-filled, 
contemporary comedy 
aimed at young audienc-
es, and the viral response 
to ‘Awwal Dawath’ indi-
cates that the film is off  
to a promising start. 

With the soundtrack 
making waves online, 
anticipation for the mov-
ie continues to grow, 
leaving fans eagerly 

awaiting further updates 
and the official release.

The film’s combina-
tion of  energetic perfor-
mances, catchy music, 

and youthful storytelling 
suggests that Ameer Log 
could become one of  the 
upcoming hits in the 
comedy genre.


