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Rice Husk Plates: Andhra Pradesh Innovation Turns Farm
Waste into Plastic-Free Future

Andhra Pradesh Assembly Deputy Speaker
Invites YSRCP MLAs, Warns of Disqualification

for Absenteeism

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026
arasaraopet,
Palnadu Dis-
trict, Andhra
Pradesh:In a
groundbreaking move to
combat plastic pollution,
a team from Kakani vil-
lage near Narasaraopet
has launched “Agri-
ware,” producing biode-
gradable plates, glasses,
and spoons from rice
husks. This eco-friendly
venture transforms agri-
cultural waste once dis-
carded as useless into
sustainable alternatives,
addressing both environ-
mental hazards and
health risks posed by
single-use plastics.
Plastic waste lingers
in soil for years, degrad-
ing land fertility and
breaking down into mi-
croplastics that contami-
nate water sources. This
disrupts microbial eco-
systems, upsetting envi-
ronmental balance.
Worse, consuming food
from plastic plates leach-
es toxins into meals, dis-
rupting hormonal sys-
tems especially in
children and women and

leading to digestive is-
sues, weakened immu-
nity, and heightened can-
cer risks, warn
environmental experts.
Despite these dangers,
plastic usage surges, pil-
ing up as environmental
menace.

Enter Agriware’s so-
lution: rice husk plates.
“Convenience brought
plastic plates, glasses,
and cups into our lives,
but overuse endangers
health. Microplastic par-
ticles enter our bodies
via food, causing long-
term issues. Our field-
born answer? Rice husk
plates,” says Rajyalak-
shmi, an M.C.A. gradu-
ate from Kakani who
spearheaded the initia-
tive. Teaming up with
two partners, she aimed
to employ 10 locals while
building a green
industry.

The Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) provided
technical support, ena-
bling their biodegrada-
ble product unit.Produc-
tion is simple and
chemical-free. A stand-
ard 12-inch plate re-

quires 100 grams of
husk, scaled by size. In-
stead of synthetic glues,
they use natural binders
like tamarind seed pow-
der and rice flour gum.
Rice husks and bran by-
products of milling are
mixed in precise ratios,
heated to 400°C, and
molded into durable
items. Used once and
discarded, they decom-
pose in soil within
weeks, serving as ferti-
lizer for plants without
harming the earth.Agri-

ware also crafts plastic-
free invitation cards us-
ing fully natural
methods, skipping
chemical gums and pa-
per boards. “This is a
sustainable fix to plastic
pollution and related ill-
nesses,” Rajyalakshmi
adds. The venture high-
lights rice’s dual role:
not just food, but also
the plate to eat it from.
Anyone can replicate
this model ideal for
women’s self-help
groups. Setup costs

range from 50-60 lakh
for machinery, demand-
ing interest, patience,
and perseverance for
success. Rajyalakshmi
emphasizes its accessi-
bility for rural entrepre-
neurs.This innovation
proves farm waste can
be an environmental
ally. As plastic alterna-
tives sprout from fields,
Agriware lights a hope-
ful path for a greener to-
morrow in Andhra
Pradesh and beyond.

TPN Bureau |
January 18,2026

isakhapat-
n a m :
Andhra
Pradesh As-
sembly Deputy Speak-
er Raghurama
Krishnam Raju made
significant remarks on
the upcoming Assem-
bly sessions during a
media interaction in
Visakhapatnam on
Sunday. He indicated
that sessions are likely
to commence in Febru-
ary, extending an open
invitation to YSRCP
president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy and his
party’s MLAs to par-
ticipate actively.

Raju, who visited Vi-
sakhapatnam and at-
tended several pro-
grams, emphasized the
importance of legisla-
tive attendance. He
highlighted that the
Ethics Committee is
currently examining
the issue of MLASs
drawing salaries with-
out attending sessions,
underscoring the need
for accountability.

Disqualification
Looms for Prolonged
Absences

In a firm stance on
absenteeism, Raju clar-
ified the rules under
the 10th Schedule of
the Constitution.
“MLAs who fail to at-
tend Assembly ses-
sions for 60 consecu-
tive days face
disqualification,” he
stated unequivocally.
However, he added that
a single appearance
within those 60 days
would suffice to main-

-
tain eligibility. Raju
dismissed YSRCP lead-
ers’ claims of differing
atmospheres in the
Legislative Council
versus the Assembly.

“There is no such
distinction both hous-
es maintain the same
decorum,” he asserted,
urging YSRCP mem-
bers to understand this
reality. He advised
them against miscon-
ceptions, noting that
constitutional posi-
tions do not require
resignation from rep-
resenting political par-
ties, as no such provi-
sion exists.

Criticism of YS-
RCP’s Constitutional
Misinterpretation

Taking a sharp dig at
YSRCP’s grasp of legal
nuances, Raju re-
marked, “Those who
can’t comprehend ex-
emptions under the
10th Schedule or even
read English properly
are making these base-
less statements.” He
referenced complaints
lodged against him by
the Andhra Pradesh
government but af-
firmed his commit-
ment to self-discipline.
Raju explained that he
avoids TDP meetings to
uphold propriety,
stressing there is no
rule mandating such

abstention.

The Deputy Speaker
reiterated that he has
never publicly dis-
cussed politics in his
official capacity, focus-
ing instead on constitu-
tional duties. His com-
ments come amid
ongoing tensions be-
tween the ruling TDP-
led NDA coalition and
the opposition YSRCP,
which has boycotted
sessions since losing
power in 2024.

Broader Context and
Implications

Raju’s outreach as-
sumes significance as
the state prepares for
its budget session. The
YSRCP’s boycott strat-
egy has drawn criti-
cism for undermining
democratic processes,
with the Ethics Com-
mittee probe potential-
ly leading to salary de-
ductions or stricter
measures. Meanwhile,
the Legislative Coun-
cil’s dynamics remain
stable, countering op-
position narratives of
bias. Political observ-
ers view Raju’s invita-
tion as a bridge-build-
ing effort, though
YSRCP’s response re-
mains uncertain. Jag-
an Mohan Reddy has
previously accused the
Speaker of partisan-
ship, but Raju coun-
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TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026
Hyderabad: On the
death anniversary of
legendary actor and for-
mer Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Nanda-
muri Taraka Rama Rao
(NTR), his son and MLA
Nandamuri Balakrish-
na led family members
in paying heartfelt trib-
utes at the Ghats here
today. The solemn event
drew prominent fig-
ures, including AP CM
N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s wife Nara Bhu-
vaneswari, Nandamuri
Ramakrishna, Nanda-
muri Suhasini, and oth-
ers, who offered floral
tributes and performed
rituals in remembrance
of the iconic leader.
Balakrishna, speak-
ing to the media after

the ceremony, reflected
deeply on his father’s
unparalleled legacy in
both cinema and poli-
tics. “To become a great
soul requires immense
hard work and dedica-
tion qualities that NTR
embodied,” he said. “As
long as the sun and
moon exist, he will live
on. In films, he por-
trayed roles no one else
dared to touch, experi-
menting boldly with
method acting and com-
plete character immer-
sion in every role.”

He highlighted NTR’s
political revolution,
noting how the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP),
founded by his father,
created a seismic shift.
“He took politics, once
limited to a few, to every
doorstep. He extended

ANDRAPRADESH
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support to the poor and
weaker sections, instill-
ing pride in every Telu-
gu person. NTR under-
stood the hunger pangs
of the impoverished.
The welfare schemes he
introduced are now im-
plemented nationwide,”

Balakrishna added.Bal-
akrishna praised NTR’s
visionary projects that
brought governance
closer to the people.
“Initiatives like Telu-
gu Ganga and Galeeru
Nagi revolutionized de-
velopment. TDP contin-

ues his spirit today,” he
affirmed, underscoring
the party’s ongoing
commitment to those
ideals.Nandamuri Ram-
akrishna, another fam-
ily member, echoed the
sentiments, calling NTR
the “heartbeat of Telu-

gu people and the dar-
ling child of the arts
goddess.”

He lauded NTR’s con-
tributions to cinema
and politics, emphasiz-
ing how the leader ele-
vated Telugu identity
on the global stage. “His
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Balakrishna Pays Emotional Tribute to NTR on Death Anniversary in Hyderabad

services to the Telugu
nation are immeasura-
ble; he proved our cul-
tural pride to the
world,” Ramakrishna
stated.The event reso-
nated deeply amid
Andhra Pradesh’s dy-
namic political land-
scape, where TDP’s in-
fluence remains strong
under CM Chandraba-
bu Naidu.

NTR’s 1982 entry into
politics disrupted Con-
gress dominance, cham-
pioning Telugu self-re-
spect and populist
welfare. Schemes like
subsidized rice and old-
age pensions, pioneered
by him, set benchmarks
still emulated across In-
dia.Family members,
including Nara Bhu-
vaneswari whose hus-
band Naidu helms the

current TDP govern-
ment joined in the an-
jali ghata, symbolizing
unity.

The gathering at the
Ghats served as a poign-
ant reminder of NTR’s
enduring impact, blend-
ing cinematic stardom
with transformative
leadership.As TDP
pushes development
agendas like river link-
ing and irrigation pro-
jects reminiscent of
NTR’s era, Balakrish-
na’s words reinforce the
party’s foundational
ethos. The tribute not
only honored a personal
loss but also reignited
discussions on NTR’s
role in empowering
marginalized communi-
ties and fostering Telu-
gu pride.

Central Government Launches ‘Chat Farmer’App to
Modernize Indian Agriculture

10+ WITHTQ
108 Do gyeHens

Gopavaram: In a sig-
nificant push towards
Digital India, the Cen-
tral Government has in-
troduced the ‘Chat
Farmer’ app to bring
modernity into farming
practices. Developed in
collaboration with Digi-
tal Green Trust, this in-
novative mobile applica-
tion empowers farmers
with instant access to
expert advice on crop
cultivation, livestock
management, poultry
farming, beekeeping,
and fisheries.

The app addresses
critical challenges like
pest control, disease
prevention, and sustain-
able farming tech-
niques, making vital in-

formation available at
users’ fingertips.Key
features of the Chat
Farmer app include lo-
cation-based weather
forecasts for the next
four to five days, deliv-
ered directly via mobile.
Farmers can receive
voice-based, concise ad-
visories tailored to their
specific crops simply by
asking questions or up-
loading crop photos for
diagnosis and doubt
resolution.

It provides compre-
hensive guidance on fer-
tilizer usage for various
crops, optimal irriga-
tion schedules, pest
management strategies,
and more, all custom-
ized to local conditions.

User-Friendly Multilin- gual SupportOne stand-

out aspect is its support
for multiple regional
languages, ensuring ad-
visories align with the
crop-growing regions.
Farmers can watch edu-
cational videos on pest
and disease control,
gaining practical in-
sights without needing
to visit extension
offices.

Market price updates
help users make in-
formed selling deci-
sions, while on-demand
digital assistants expert
agronomists are availa-
ble around the clock to
clarify any queries. The
app’s launch comes at a
crucial time for India’s
agrarian economy,
where smallholder

farmers often grapple
with unpredictable
weather, counterfeit in-
puts, and knowledge
gaps.

By leveraging Al-driv-
en chat interfaces and
voice technology, Chat
Farmer bridges these
divides, promoting pre-
cision agriculture even
for those with limited
literacy or smartphone
familiarity. Raising
Awareness to Curb Mis-
use and Losses

NewsToday is actively
creating awareness
about this game-chang-
ing tool. Many farmers,
lacking proper knowl-
edge, overuse pesticides
and chemicals available
in local markets, lead-

ing to crop failures and
severe financial losses.
“Chat Farmer changes
that,” says a govern-
ment spokesperson.
“Our network of spe-
cialists provides sci-
ence-backed recommen-
dations for every crop
type, from paddy and
millets to horticulture
and allied sectors.

It’s not just an app it’s
a virtual farm advisor.”
Early adopters in pilot
regions report higher
yields and reduced in-
put costs. For instance,
a Telangana farmer
shared how the app’s
photo-analysis feature
identified early blight in
his tomato crop, saving
it from total loss. The

government aims to on-
board millions of users
nationwide, integrating
it with schemes like PM-
KISAN and Kisan Call
Centres for seamless
support. This initiative
aligns with broader
goals of Atmanirbhar
Bharat in agriculture,
fostering self-reliance
through technology.
Download the app from
Google Play Store or
App Store today search
‘Chat Farmer’ and
transform your farming
journey. As Digital In-
dia accelerates, tools
like Chat Farmer prom-
ise to empower rural In-
dia, boosting productiv-
ity and incomes
sustainably.

CM Chandrababu Naidu Announces Expan-
sion of Anna Canteens, Honors NTR on Death

TPN Bureau | January
18, 2026

Ongole | Vijayawada: In
a heartfelt tribute to leg-
endary leader N.T. Rama
Rao (NTR) on his death
anniversary, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
announced plans to
launch another 700 Anna
Canteens across the state
soon. Speaking at a com-
memorative event, Naidu
highlighted how over 200
such canteens are already
operational, drawing in-
spiration directly from
NTR’s vision of welfare
for the masses.

“Running more than
200 Anna Canteens in the
state with NTR’s spirit,”
Naidu declared, empha-
sizing the initiative’s
roots in the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) founder’s leg-
acy. These affordable meal
centers, offering subsi-
dized food to the poor,
have become a hallmark
of TDP governance, remi-
niscent of NTR’s populist
schemes in the 1980s.
Naidu promised the swift
rollout of 700 additional
outlets, aiming to make
nutritious meals accessi-
ble statewide and combat
hunger amid rising living
costs. Paying glowing
homage to NTR, whom he
described as the architect
of Telugu identity, Naidu
vowed to secure India’s
highest civilian honor for
him. “We will ensure
Bharat Ratna for NTR,
who brought recognition
to the Telugu nation with-
out fail,” the Chief Minis-
ter affirmed. NTR, who
stormed to power in 1983
with his Telugu pride slo-
gan and free rice distribu-
tion, remains an icon for
TDP supporters. Naidu’s
pledge underscores the
party’s ongoing efforts to
elevate NTR’s stature na-

Anniversary

tionally, amid discussions

in political circles about

posthumous awards.

The announcements

came amid celebrations
of the TDP-led NDA coali-
tion’s “Super Six” guar-

antees, which Naidu

hailed as “super hits.”
These flagship promis-
es—covering welfare,

jobs, and infrastructure
have gained momentum

since the alliance’s victo-
ry in the 2024 elections,
ousting the YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP).

Naidu revealed ambi-
tious housing targets,
stating that 500,000 home
inaugurations would oc-
cur on Ugadi day this

year. “In the next three
years, we will build and
provide houses to every
poor person,” he assured
the gathering, addressing
long-standing shelter

shortages in rural and ur-
ban Andhra Pradesh.

The event, held at

NTR’s memorial in Vi-

jayawada, drew TDP
workers, Jana Sena Party

(JSP) allies, and Bharati-

ya Janata Party (BJP)

leaders, reinforcing coali-

tion unity. Naidu criti-

cized past regimes for
stalling development,
contrasting them with the
NDA’s rapid progress on
irrigation, roads, and in-
dustrial corridors.
“NTR’s dreams are our
blueprint,” he said, invok-
ing the matinee idol-
turned-politician’s mass

appeal.

This expansion builds
on TDP’s 2014-2019 tenure,
when Anna Canteens first
gained popularity, only to
be discontinued under
YSRCP rule before revival
post-2024. Officials esti-
mate the new canteens
will serve millions daily
at Re 1 per meal, funded
through state budgets and
public-private

partnerships.

Housing pledges align
with PMAY schemes, tar-
geting 25 lakh homes by
2029.Naidu’s speech gal-
vanized supporters,
blending nostalgia with
forward-looking govern-
ance. As Andhra Pradesh
navigates economic re-
covery, these initiatives
signal TDP’s focus on wel-
fare populism ahead of lo-

cal polls.
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TPN Bureau | January

Tirumala: In a vibrant
celebration of Surya Jay-
anti, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) has
announced elaborate ar-
rangements
Rathasapthami Utsavam
on January 25 at the sacred
Tirumala Venkateswara
Lord Ven-
kateswara will grace devo-
tees atop seven majestic ve-
hicles, parading through
the temple’s mada streets
in a divine procession that
draws lakhs of pilgrims an-
nually. Rathasapthami, ob-
served on the seventh day
of the Shukla Paksha in
the holy month of Maaf
(Magha), holds profound
spiritual significance. Ve-
dic scriptures proclaim
this as the day Surya Deva,
the Sun God, was born, be-
stowing light upon the en-
tire universe. Devotees be-

January 25 Amid Surya Jayanti

for

lieve bathing in the Sun’s
rays on this auspicious oc-
casion purifies the soul,
wards off ailments, and
brings prosperity.

TTD expects a massive
influx of pilgrims, prompt-
ing comprehensive facili-
ties including enhanced
darshan queues, parking,
and accommodation.To ac-
commodate the crowds,
TTD has canceled several
key sevas on January 25:
Kalyanotsavam, Unjal
Seva, Arjita Brahmotsa-
vam, and Sahasra Deepala-
nakara Seva.

Core rituals like Su-
prabhatam, Thomala, and
Archana will proceed in
ekanta (private) mode, en-
suring seamless conduct of
the main event.The high-
light remains the seven-ve-
hicle procession, unfolding
across the day:5:30 AM to
8:00 AM (Sunrise at 6:45
AM): Suryapraba Vahana

— Lord on the radiant Sun
vehicle, symbolizing divine
illumination.

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM: Ch-
inna Sesha Vahana The pe-
tite five-hooded serpent
adorning the deity.11:00
AM to 12:00 PM: Garuda Va-
hana Mounted on the
mighty eagle, Lord’s faith-
ful vahana.1:00 PM to 2:00
PM: Hanumanta Vahana
Accompanied by the devot-
ed Hanuman.2:00 PM to
3:00 PM: Chakrasnanam
Sacred bath with the Su-
darshana Chakra. 4:00 PM
to 5:00 PM: Kalpavruksha
Vahana Beneath the wish-
fulfilling celestial tree.6:00
PM to 7:00 PM: Sarvabhoo-
pala Vahana As the king of
kings.8:00 PM to 9:00 PM:
Chandrapraba Vahana
Concluding under the
moon’s glow. TTD Execu-
tive Officer has directed of-
ficials to prioritize devotee
safety, with special provi-

Tirumala Temple Gears Up for Grand Rathasapthami on

sions for differently-abled
pilgrims and free meals via
Annadanam.

Roads leading to Tiruma-
la will see increased traffic,
and devotees are urged to
use shuttle services from
Tirupati. Live telecast on
TTD channels and SVBC
will allow virtual partici-
pation. This festival under-
scores Tirumala’s endur-
ing legacy as a beacon of
faith, blending ancient tra-
ditions with modern
logistics.

Past Rathasapthamis
have seen over 5 lakh visi-
tors, fostering an atmos-
phere of devotion amid
chants of “Govinda” echo-
ing through the hills. TTD
appeals to pilgrims to fol-
low guidelines, avoid plas-
tics, and book accommoda-
tions via ttdevasthanams.
ap.gov.in. With clear skies
forecast, January 25 prom-
ises a celestial spectacle.
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Nara Lokesh, Purandeswari Pay Homage to NTR on 30th

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Hyderabad: On the
solemn occasion of Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP)
founder N.T. Rama
Rao’s (NTR) 30th death
anniversary, Andhra
Pradesh Minister Nara
Lokesh and TDP MP D.
Purandeswari led trib-
utes at NTR Ghat here
today. The event drew a
large gathering of TDP
leaders, cadres, and de-
voted fans, underscor-
ing the enduring rever-
ence for the iconic
actor-turned-politician
who reshaped Andhra
Pradesh politics.

Nara Lokesh ar-
rived at the NTR Ghat,
the memorial site
where NTR was cre-
mated in 1996, and
placed floral wreaths
on his samadhi. He of-
fered prayers and per-
formed anjali, a tradi-
tional gesture of
respect, evoking deep
emotion among those
present. Lokesh, son of
TDP chief N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, shared
a poignant message on
social media, calling
NTR “the architect of
Telugu pride” and vow-
ing to uphold his vision
of self-respect and de-
velopment for the state.

Joining Lokesh was

Purandeswari, who
represents Rajahmun-
dry in Parliament and
is akey TDP figure. Her
presence highlighted
the party’s unity ahead
of upcoming political
challenges in Andhra
Pradesh. A significant
number of TDP leaders
and workers from
across Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh con-
verged at the ghat,
turning the event into a
massive show of soli-
darity. Prominent
among them was actor
Kalyan Ram, NTR’s
grandson and a popu-
lar figure in Telugu cin-
ema, who reached the
venue to pay his
respects.

Kalyan Ram’s partic-
ipation bridged NTR’s
cinematic legacy with
his political footprint,
resonating with fans
who idolize the mati-

nee idol.Under the aus-
pices of the NTR Trust,
the ghat was exquisite-
ly adorned with flow-
ers, creating a serene
and reverential atmos-
phere. The trust organ-
ized a special photo ex-
hibition showcasing
highlights from NTR’s
illustrious career in
cinema and politics.
Rare images from his
blockbuster films like
Pathala Bhairavi,
Mayabazar, and Daana
Veera Soora Karna
were displayed along-
side moments from his
political journey his
meteoric rise in 1983 by
founding TDP, sweep-
ing to power on a plat-
form of Telugu self-re-
spect, and
implementing land-
mark welfare schemes
like rice subsidies for
the poor. NTR, born
Nandamuri Taraka

Rama Rao on May 28,
1923, was a colossus in
both reel and real life.
As a superstar, he
starred in over 300
films, embodying myth-
ological heroes and
earning the moniker
“Viswa Vikhyata Nata
Sarvabhouma.” Enter-
ing politics at 60, he
toppled the Congress
government, serving as
Chief Minister thrice
(1983-89, 1994-95).

His populist policies,
including the 2-per-kg
rice scheme, empow-
ered the masses and
laid the foundation for
TDP’s enduring legacy.
Even 30 years after his
passing on January 18,
1996, NTR remains a
symbol of regional
pride amid Andhra
Pradesh’s ongoing po-
litical battles between
TDP, YSRCP, and oth-
ers.The homage event

comes at a time when
TDP, in coalition with
JSP and BJP, is pushing
development agendas
in Andhra Pradesh un-
der Naidu’s leadership.
Lokesh, as IT and Elec-
tronics Minister, has
been vocal about reviv-
ing NTR’s vision
through tech-driven
governance. Support-
ers chanted slogans
like “Jai NTR” and
“Telugu Beema,” re-
flecting the party’s re-
solve to reclaim power
in the state.

TDP spokesperson K.
Rama Mohan Rao de-
scribed the gathering
as a “renewal of com-
mitment” to NTR’s ide-
als. As the day pro-
gressed, cultural
programs and bhajans
dedicated to NTR kept
the spirit alive, ensur-
ing his legacy
endures.

Naidu Honors NTR on Death Anniversary, Vows to Uphold
Telugu Pride and Development Agenda, Fires on opposition

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026
Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu paid floral trib-
utes to Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) founder N.
T. Rama Rao (NTR) at
the party headquarters
here on his death anni-
versary, emphasizing
that NTR established
TDP to protect the self-
respect of Telugu peo-
ple. “When they called
us ‘Madrasi’ in disdain,
NTR reminded them
that the Telugu nation
stands as one,” Naidu
declared during a com-
memorative event, un-
derscoring the party’s
roots in regional pride.
Naidu highlighted
NTR’s transformative
reforms, crediting him
with introducing 20%
reservations for Back-
ward Classes (BCs) in
local bodies and grant-
ing women half-share
in property rights. “Be-
fore NTR’s party, poli-
tics was dominated by

the uneducated; he pri-
oritized the educated,”
he said. Naidu also re-
called NTR’s pioneer-
ing Annadhanam
scheme in Tirupati, his
assertion of rights over
Krishna Delta surplus
waters, and his com-
mitment to supplying
water to Rayalaseema.

Shifting to his gov-
ernment’s achieve-
ments, Naidu outlined
ambitious welfare and
infrastructure plans
despite financial con-
straints. “We’ve effi-
ciently implemented
Super Six schemes and
will soon set up 700
Anna Canteens across
the state. On Ugadi, an-
other 5 lakh house-
warming ceremonies
will take place,” he
announced.

He criticized previ-
ous rulers for merely
posing with photos on
ancestral lands while
land disputes making
up 80% of complaints—
festered. “They spent
700 crore on surveys

just to print their pho-
tos on pillars,” Naidu
quipped, adding that
his administration
cleared employees’
dues as a “true Sank-
ranti gift.” Naidu
boasted of attracting
25% of national invest-
ments to the state, cred-
iting cooperation with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership.
“TDP has never com-
promised for power; we
want the nation and
state to prosper,” he af-
firmed, thanking party
workers who stood
firm even under
threats. He reiterated
the party’s zero-toler-
ance for rowdyism:
“This is an NDA gov-
ernment remember
CBI. We’ve fought so
people remain safe de-
spite attacks on me.”
Taking indirect
swipes at YSRCP leader
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, Naidu dismissed
narratives of TDP’s de-
cline. “A party funding
media with corruption

money is our misfor-
tune,” he said, counter-
ing credit-stealing
claims on projects like
Greenko and
Bhogapuram Airport.
“Land, sand, wine
that’s YSRCP’s credit.
Cyberabad, Amaravati,
Kia, Bhogapuram are
ours.

Where’s the founda-
tion for credit theft?”
On capital ambiguity,
Naidu mocked: “Wher-
ever the CM sits be-
comes the capital? Ben-
galuru or Idupulapaya?

People rejected three-
capitals chaos, giving
us victories in all re-
gions. Let’s proudly de-
clare: Andhra
Pradesh’s capital is
Amaravati.

“Naidu’s speech
blended nostalgia, poli-
cy updates, and politi-
cal retorts, rallying
TDP cadres amid ongo-
ing governance push-
back. The event drew
senior party leaders,
reinforcing TDP’s lega-
cy in Andhra politics.

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Ministers Slam YSRCP as TDP Leaders Honor
NTR on 30th Death Anniversary

TPN Bureau | January 18, 2026

Amaravati | Nellore: Andhra
Pradesh ministers sharply criti-
cized YSRCP leaders for indulging
in “psycho thoughts” even as the
state’s people celebrated Sankran-
ti joyfully under the coalition gov-
ernment. Speaking at events
marking the 30th death anniver-
sary of TDP founder and former
Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao
(NTR), ministers Nagani
Satyaprasad, P. Narayana, Van-
galapudi Anitha, and others paid
floral tributes to his statue in Am-
aravati and held programs across
districts, reminiscing his contri-
butions to united Andhra Pradesh
and Rayalaseema. In Amaravati,
Minister for Animal Husbandry
ANagani Satyaprasad lambasted
YSRCP for stooping to “corpse pol-
itics,” accusing them of animal
sacrifices during Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s birthday celebra-
tions. “They only do what their
leader fancies that’s their true na-
ture,” he said, highlighting how
the previous YSRCP regime
scrapped sub-plan funds, margin-
alized weaker sections, and disre-
spected women. Satyaprasad con-
demned YSRCP for trolling old
Jallikattu photos and linking a
Palnadu family feud to the coali-
tion government.

“Our government won’t spare
wrongdoers; people are thriving
in prosperity now,” he asserted.
Praising CM N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s round-the-clock develop-
ment efforts, he noted Naidu’s up-
coming Davos visit, emphasizing
his focus on state progress and
welfare.In Nellore, Municipal Ad-
ministration Minister P. Naraya-

na described NTR as a revolution-
ary in cinema and politics. At the
party office, joined by ML.C Beeda
Ravichandra and Kovuru MLA
Prashanti Reddy, Narayana re-
called NTR’s schemes ensuring
“rice, home, and egg” for all.
“We’re continuing his high-quali-
ty rice distribution and empower-
ing youth in politics. He granted
property rights to women,” he
said. Ravichandra hailed NTR for
instilling self-respect in Telugu
people, showcasing their valor
globally and reshaping national
politics. Prashanti Reddy noted
that despite 30 years, NTR’s ser-
vices remain etched in public
memory, with TDP workers fol-
lowing his path. District-wide ser-
vice programs included blood do-
nations by hundreds.Home
Minister Vangalapudi Anitha por-
trayed NTR as an extraordinary
leader who voiced Telugu self-re-
spect, turning the impossible into
reality. “From silver screen deity
to political icon, he was wor-
shipped lifelong,” she said. Ani-
tha stressed NTR’s historic stand
against Delhi, uplifting Telugu
pride when states bowed. “He first
addressed the poor’s hunger,” she
added, linking current schemes
like Amma Odi, rice to the poor’s
doorstep, girls’ honor, and village
recognition to NTR’s vision.
“Government means standing as
people’s support that’s his legacy.
“The events underscored TDP’s
commitment to NTR’s ideals amid
ongoing political rivalries, with
ministers contrasting coalition
governance’s progress against YS-
RCP’s alleged negativism.

AP Minister Kollu Ravindra Slams YS Jagan
Over Development Obstruction, Urges Unity at
NTR Death Anniversary Event
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Chandrababu Naidu Blasts Jagan Reddy Over ‘Conspiracies’
and Fake News at TDP Meet

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
unleashed a scathing at-
tack on YSRCP chief
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy during a meeting
with TDP cadres at the
party headquarters
here on Sunday. Naidu
accused the YSRCP of
hatching conspiracies
against his government
for the past 18 months,
branding the party it-
self as “fake” from its
inception, allegedly
funded by corruption
proceeds.

“PAPER party funded
by ill-gotten money
fighting such a party is
our misfortune,” Naidu
thundered, slamming
YSRCP’s recent claims
of “credit theft.” He
highlighted the $10 bil-
lion AM Green invest-
ment in Kakinada as an
example, dismissing
their narratives as mali-
cious propaganda.

Naidu warned that Jag-
an and his associates
were relentlessly
spreading “poisonous”
misinformation against
the TDP-led govern-
ment. The CM ques-
tioned YSRCP’s moral
standing, asking, “What
do you call a party
shielding Viveka Red-
dy’s murderers?” He
criticized YSRCP lead-
ers for attacking him
despite their own al-
leged misdeeds. Naidu
also condemned efforts
to incite TDP leaders
over a recent clash in
Palnadu, cautioning
against “street brawls”
that undermine dignity.
“T’ve seen it all in poli-
tics, but this is unprec-
edented,” he said. Issu-
ing a stern warning,
Naidu declared zero tol-
erance for personality
assassinations on social
media, promising strict
action. “We’re deliver-
ing good governance—
who can touch us? But
we won’t spare those

committing crimes un-
der political guise,” he
asserted. He took pride
in TDP’s role in ending
factionalism in Rayala-
seema and vowed a com-
plete cleanup in Pal-
nadu to transform it
into a violence-free
zone. Recalling how YS-
RCP locked gates to
block his visits there
during their rule, Naidu
quipped, “Those locks
will become nooses for
them.”Naidu lambasted
the previous YSRCP re-
gime for fostering a
“reign of sand, wine,
mines, drugs, and gan-
ja.” Shifting to achieve-

ments, he emphasized
his dual responsibility
as CM and TDP presi-
dent to protect party
workers. Praising the
NDA’s national success,
he noted Narendra
Modi’s third term and
BJP’s five wins in Guja-
rat as models for TDP.
“You took our manifes-
to door-to-door; stable
governments drive de-
velopment,” he said.
On infrastructure,
Naidu highlighted ac-
quiring 2,500 acres for
Bhogapuram airport—
stalled for five years un-
der Jagan, who even re-
turned 500 acres plus

India’s first Civil Avia-
tion University. He ridi-
culed YSRCP’s credit
claims on these.Reaf-
firming Amaravati as
the capital, Naidu
mocked Jagan’s “three
capitals” chaos and
“cemetery” jibes.

“If the CM stays in
Bengaluru, is it the cap-
ital? Amaravati is the
divine people’s capital.
We’ll develop all re-
gions Visakhapatnam
as No. 1 city, Tirupati as
a mega city,” he de-
clared proudly. The
meeting served as a
strategic huddle, with
Naidu directing cadres

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026
Machilipatnam,
Krishna District:
Andhra Pradesh Min-
ister Kollu Ravindra
unleashed sharp criti-
cism against YSRCP
leader YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy during a
public event marking
the death anniversary
of former Chief Min-
ister N.T. Rama Rao
(NTR). Speaking at
the Bus Stand Centre
in Machilipatnam, the
minister accused Jag-
an of attempting to
derail the state’s pro-
gress and called on
the public to “stamp
out” this “pest” hin-
dering development.
Ravindra warned
that arbitrary behav-
ior would not be toler-
ated. “Jagan is trying
to block Andhra
Pradesh’s growth. We
must crush this ter-
mite that’s latched
onto the state. If he
acts recklessly, we
won’t sit idle,” he de-
clared, urging vigi-
lance against opposi-
tion tactics. The
remarks came amid
ongoing political ten-
sions between the rul-

ing TDP-led coalition
and the opposition
YSRCP.

The event honored
NTR’s legacy, with
Ravindra leading trib-
utes. He garlanded the
NTR statue at the Bus
Stand Centre and sev-
eral others across the
city, offering floral
wreaths and paying
respects. The minis-
ter also inaugurated
an anna dana (free
food distribution) pro-
gram for the poor, em-
phasizing welfare ini-
tiatives inspired by
NTR’s vision. Inter-
acting with the media
afterward, Ravindra
praised Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s leadership.

“Under CM Naidu’s
guidance, NTR’s spir-
it drives people-cen-
tric governance in the
state,” he said. He af-
firmed that NTR’s ide-
als would endure “as
long as the sun and
moon exist,” vowing
never to forget the
TDP founder’s contri-
butions.Ravindra
highlighted the Sank-
ranti festivities as a
symbol of Telugu uni-
ty. “Telugu people

from across the globe
returned home to cel-
ebrate, showcasing
our cultural bonds,”
he noted.

He pointed to over-
whelming public sup-
port for the coalition
government’s devel-
opment projects, from
infrastructure to wel-
fare schemes. “People
are responding ex-
traordinarily to our
progress initiatives,”
the minister added.In
a call to action, Ravin-
dra urged collective
effort. “Everyone
must join hands to de-
velop the state. Let’s
build Andhra Pradesh
together, leaving poli-
tics aside.”

The event under-
scored the TDP’s fo-
cus on NTR’s populist
legacy while counter-
ing opposition narra-
tives amid the state’s
push for economic re-
vival. The minister’s
fiery speech reflects
escalating rhetoric as
the coalition advances
key projects like in-
dustrial corridors and
irrigation works,
which YSRCP has
criticized as unful-
filled promises.
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Vijayawada | Ongole,
Andhra Pradesh: The
South Zone Asmita Kh-
elo India Women’s Soft
Tennis League conclud-
ed its thrilling penulti-
mate day at the Indira
Gandhi Municipal Cor-
poration Stadium’s
Tennis Complex here,
under the auspices of
the Andhra Pradesh
Soft Tennis Association
(APSTA). Tamil Nadu
athletes stole the show,
clinching the sub-jun-
ior singles title and se-
curing spots in all dou-
bles finals across
categories, underscor-
ing their supremacy in
the regional

showdown.

In the sub-junior
singles category, Srima-
ti from Tamil Nadu
emerged as the undis-
puted champion, pow-
ering through the field
with clinical precision.
Andhra Pradesh’s A.S.
Vaishali fought valiant-
ly to claim the runner-
up position, while
teammates Reetya and
Shastiga from Tamil
Nadu rounded out the
podium with third-
place finishes.

Vaishali’s silver med-
al marked a proud mo-
ment for the host state,
injecting local fervor
into the competition.
The doubles semifinals
delivered edge-of-the-
seat action, propelling

t& :

Tamil Nadu pairs into
every final. In sub-jun-
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ior doubles, Srimati
and Anila (Tamil Nadu)

 KELO

dismantled Sanmathi
and Reetya (also Tamil

Nadu) 3-0 in the first
semifinal, showcasing
flawless coordination.
The second semifinal
saw Shrutlaya and Ri-
shik (Tamil Nadu) edge
out Kanishta and Mad-
hu (Tamil Nadu) 3-1,
setting up an all-Tamil
Nadu clash for the title.
Junior doubles semifi-
nals followed suit. Ni-
shalini and Tamilvaji
(Tamil Nadu) over-
whelmed Janini and
Akshita (Tamil Nadu)
3-0 in the opener, while
Sadhana and Narumu-
gai (Tamil Nadu) tri-
umphed 3-2 over Dhar-
ni and Tah (Karnataka)
in a nail-biter, high-
lighting Tamil Nadu’s
depth. Senior doubles
semifinals were equal-
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Tamil Nadu Dominates South Zone Asmita Khelo India Soft Tennis League in Ongole

ly one-sided for the
southern powerhouse.
Ragashree and Shweta
(Tamil Nadu) blanked
Sonika and Nidhi (Kar-
nataka) 3-0, and Shara-
nya and Hamrutha (Ta-
mil Nadu) dominated
Poorva and Srimati
(Tamil Nadu) 3-0, en-
suring another intra-
state final. APSTA Gen-
eral Secretary D. Dileep
Kumar announced that
finals across all dou-
bles categories will un-
fold on Monday, culmi-
nating in a prize
distribution ceremony.

Andhra Pradesh
Sports Promotion and
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation
(SAPID) Chairman An-
imini Ravinaidu will

grace the event as chief
guest, adding official
prestige to the celebra-
tions. The league, part
of the national Asmita
Khelo India initiative,
has galvanized wom-
en’s soft tennis in the
South Zone, drawing
teams from Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and be-
yond. With Tamil Na-
du’s sweep, the finals
promise high-stakes ri-
valries within their
ranks, while Andhra’s
Vaishali’s runner-up
finish signals rising
talent. Fans and offi-
cials anticipate a fitting
finale, boosting the
sport’s grassroots
momentum.

CM Chandrababu, Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan Launch AM Green Ammonia Plant
in Kakinada, Eye Green Energy Revolution

AP Class IVEmployees Gentral Association Elects Unopposed
Leadership in Guntur, Ilrges Immediate 12th PRC

v
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Kakinada: Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan laid
the foundation stone for AM Green’s
ambitious green ammonia plant
here on Saturday, marking a pivotal
shift from grey to green energy in
Andhra Pradesh. Describing it as a
“historic milestone,” Naidu said the
world is now turning towards Kaki-
nada for green hydrogen, green am-
monia, green methanol, and green
molecules, positioning the region as
a global green energy hub.

The duo pressed the concrete mis-
sion switch at 2:30 PM, followed by
a review of the plant’s 3D model.
Speaking at a subsequent meeting,
Naidu emphasized environmental
protection as the government’s top
priority. He praised AM Green
Chairman Chalamalasetty Anil and
partner Kolli Mahesh for their in-
novative vision, noting the plant’s
first-phase production would com-
mence by June 2027.

“Telugu people are rewriting his-
tory by leading this transition,”
Naidu remarked, highlighting the
shift from NTR’s era promotion of
grey ammonia via NFCL to today’s
green initiative.Naidu recalled sup-
porting Anil’s pumped storage plant
idea in 2016, crediting his persever-
ance through setbacks for this
success.

The project employs world-class
expertise, with plans for 2 GW of
green energy production in Kaki-
nada and a massive $10 billion in-

vestment. By 2029-30, Anil envisions
even grander expansions, including
a satellite launching center on Hope
Island, which surprised Naidu.
Pawan Kalyan echoed the enthusi-
asm, lauding Anil—a Kakinada na-
tive—as an inspiration who pur-
sued dreams sans initial funds.

The 495-acre facility, with 1.5 mil-
lion tonnes annual capacity, attracts

15,600 crore in investments, reduc-
ing pollution in fertilizers and pow-
er sectors. He linked frequent coast-
al flooding in Pithapuram to
environmental imbalances, under-
scoring green energy’s role in resto-
ration. Naidu reiterated his com-
mitment by landing his helicopter
despite delays, rejecting a virtual
foundation to honor the occasion’s
significance.

Attendees included MP Tangedla
Uday Srinivas, MLAs Kond Babu
and Pantham Nana Ji, MLCs Karri
Padmasri and Perabattula Ra-
jasekharam, Collector Apurva
Bharath, and former Pithapuram
MLA Varma. In lighter remarks,
Naidu urged preserving traditions
amid tech adoption, citing vibrant
Sankranti festivities in Godavari
districts and Jagannathotta Prab-
hala Teertha Utsavams.

He quipped about Kakinada’s
MLASs both named Venkateswara
Rao while promising improved
roads. This project aligns Andhra
Pradesh’s green ambitions with
global sustainability goals, combat-
ing coal-oil-gas dependency and
coastal threats.

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Vijayawada | GUN-
TUR: The All Andhra
Pradesh Government
Class IV Employees
Central Association (af-
filiated with AP JAC
Amaravati) held its
state-level council
meeting today at Sri
Srinivasa Bhavan in
Guntur. Presided over
by association state
president Y.S. Mallesh-
war Rao, the event saw
the unopposed re-elec-
tion of the entire lead-
ership team, including
Rao as president for a
third term and T. Chen-
nappa as general
secretary.

Elections were con-
ducted by G. Suresh,
state general secretary
of the AP Co-operative
Services Association.
The new 13-member
state committee com-
prises President Y.S.
Malleshwar Rao (Gun-
tur district), General

Secretary T. Chennap-
pa (Anantapur dis-
trict), Associate Presi-
dents including I.
Maddileti (Kurnool),
Treasurer Y.V.
Krishnaraju (Krishna
district), Honorarium
President I. Subraman-
yam (Chittoor), two
state secretaries, one
publicity secretary, one
executive secretary,
four vice-presidents,
and additional mem-
bers. AP JAC Amara-
vati State Chairman
Bopparaju Ven-
kateswarlu, the chief
guest, commended the
current coalition gov-
ernment’s proactive
stance on employee is-
sues. He highlighted
how the previous YS-
RCP regime’s financial
and non-financial woes
for workers were being
addressed through per-
sistent JAC efforts.
Key achievements in-
clude the formation of
a ministerial sub-com-

mittee on Chief Minis-

ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s orders, the
CM’s October 18, 2025,
meeting with unions
where promises were
made, and subsequent
resolutions.Bopparaju
expressed gratitude for
recent payouts: a Diwa-
1i DA installment and
nearly 1,000 crore in
arrears cleared before
Sankranti.

He urged the govern-
ment to prioritize pend-
ing bills for deceased
employees, retirees,
and medical claims

among thousands of
crores owed to anna-
kethagiri workers and
pensioners. “Employ-
ees, teachers, pension-
ers, contract, and out-
sourcing staff have
high hopes in the coali-
tion government en-
sure they are fulfilled,”
he appealed.

The association reit-
erated its demand for
the immediate an-
nouncement of the
long-delayed 12th Pay
Revision Commission
(PRC), noting two years
already lost. Other at-

Il.‘
tendees included state
JAC leaders K. Sangee-
ta Rao, B. Kishore Ku-
mar, T. Nageswar Rao;
AP JAC Amaravati
Women’s Committee
State Chairperson
Parelakshmi, Secretary
General Ponnooru Vi-
jayalakshmi; and Gun-
tur Revenue Services
Association District
President P.A. Kiran
Kumar. The meeting
underscored ongoing
solidarity between
Class IV employees and
broader JAC efforts for
welfare.

Vijayawada Panchayats Issue Ultimatum to
CRDA Over VIP Corridor Sanitation Woes

TPN Bureau | Jan 18

Vijayawada: “We have
no resources and are
struggling. Take re-
sponsibility. Sanitation
management isn’t our
sole duty. Without your
support, it’s impossible.
At least allocate half of
the building fees and
fines you collect from
our villages to us. Oth-

erwise, we can’t ad-
vance sanitation or car-
ry out work,” declared
village panchayats
along the VIP Corridor
on NH-16, issuing an ul-
timatum to CRDA
officials.

Facing financial con-
straints, limited ma-
chinery, and a shortage
of sanitation workers,

these panchayats find
maintaining hygiene
along the VIP Corridor
increasingly burden-
some. They’ve present-
ed their demands to the
CRDA and even in-
formed Collector Laksh-
misha about the issues.
Staff Shortages Ham-
per Operations
Panchayats are grap-
pling with challenges in
sanitation upkeep along
the Airport Corridor
(VIP Corridor), stretch-
ing about 15 km from
the airport to the Rama-
varappadu Ring Road
on National Highway
16. While the Amaravati
Development Corpora-
tion Limited (ADCL)
handles greenery main-
tenance, sanitation du-
ties fall entirely on local
panchayats, including

Ramavarappadu, Prasa-
dam Padu, Enikepadu,
Nidamanuru, Gudaval-
li, and Kesarapalli.
Workers operate in two
shifts: 6 AM to 2 PM and
2 PM to 10 PM, manual-
ly cleaning both sides of
the 15-km highway a
task that’s become over-
whelming.Own funds or
the previously allocated
15th Finance Commis-
sion grants fall short.
Panchayats suffer
acute staff shortages,
and hiring more is
fraught with hurdles.
Sanitation goes beyond
sweeping; it involves re-
moving dust from the
highway, cleaning
drains, and deploying
vacuum cleaners, doz-
ers, drain-cleaning ma-
chines, and JCBs—
equipment they lack.

Without these, compre-
hensive hygiene mainte-
nance is unfeasible.A
corporation sweeping
vehicle operates on the
corridor but only par-
tially cleans both sides
of the central divider,
and even that
inconsistently.

Over 95% of the work
relies on panchayat san-
itation staff, who, un-
derstaffed, leave dirt
and dust scattered. Crop
residue from tractor-
trailers exacerbates lit-
tering and smoke is-
sues. Frustrated by
these mounting prob-
lems and limited re-
sources, the panchayats
have drawn a line. Their
ultimatum puts pres-
sure on the CRDA what
decision will the au-
thority make now?

TDP Activist Killed in YSRCP Attack in Kakinada District;

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Allipudi, Kakinada
District: Tension
gripped Allipudi village
in Kotananduru mandal
after Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) activist Lalam
Bangarayya was brutal-
ly killed in an alleged at-
tack by YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) workers
on Friday night. Banga-
rayya’s death has
sparked outrage among
TDP and Jana Sena Par-
ty (JSP) supporters, who
organized his funeral
procession on Saturday

amid heavy police
deployment.
Bangarayya’s body
was brought from Ko-
tananduru to Allipudi in
a massive public proces-
sion. TDP leaders, in-
cluding Chintaneedi Ab-
bayi, Gadi Rajubabu,
Ankaraddi Ramesh, Po-
thal Suribabu, Inuganti
Satyanarayana, Penta-
kota Bhaskara
Satyanarayana, and Mo-
tukuri Venkatesh, paid
floral tributes at his
residence.
The last rites were
performed at the local

12 Booked for Murder

crematorium, where his
grieving family includ-
ing elderly parents la-
mented the loss, leaving
villagers emotional.Po-
lice registered cases un-
der Sections 302 (mur-
der) and 307 (attempt to
murder) against 12 indi-
viduals, including YS-
RCP mandal president
Chintakayala Chinaba-
bu and 11 others. Kotan-
anduru SIT. Ramakrish-
na confirmed the action
and deployed a police
picket to prevent
unrest.

“We have ensured

tight bandobust to avoid
any untoward inci-
dents,” he said.Earlier,
Bangarayya’s postmor-
tem was conducted at
Tuni Area Hospital. An-
other TDP activist,
Chintakayala Shriram,
critically injured in the
clash, was shifted to a
private hospital in Kaki-
nada for advanced
treatment.

TDP leaders gathered
at the hospital from ear-
ly Saturday, condemning
the violence.Speaking to
media, TDP district
vice-president Inuganti

Satyanarayana and Mar-
ket Committee Chair-
man Ankaraddi Ramesh
accused local YSRCP
leaders of turning the
peaceful Tuni constitu-
ency “blood-soaked.”
They alleged Chinababu
orchestrated the attack
during Bangarayya’s
birthday celebrations,
which included cake-
cutting. “They am-
bushed him with knives
and rods. We've lost a
dedicated worker,” said
eyewitness Ankaraddi
Bullibabu, blaming
Chinababu directly.

They also referenced
past YSRCP attacks on
media like Andhra Jy-
othi. Tuni MLA Yana-
mala Divya visited the
injured Shriram, offer-
ing support alongside
party leaders.

“Such faction-style
murders in villages are
tragic. We won’t spare
the culprits stay strong,
we’re with you,” she as-
sured, vowing justice.
The incident highlights
escalating political ri-
valries in East Godavari
district ahead of local
developments.
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CPl Demands Probe into Anantapur Urban MLA's Alll

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026
Anantapur: The Com-
munist Party of India
(CPI) Anantapur city
committee has urged the
state government to
launch an immediate in-
vestigation into the al-
leged illegal activities
and misconduct by Ur-
ban MLA Daggupati
Venkateswaraprasad
and his followers. Party
leaders and activists
staged a protest march
on Saturday from the
Ambedkar statue to the
Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) office in Anan-
tapur, raising slogans
against the MLA’s pur-
ported “mafia-style”
operations.
Addressing the gath-
ering, CPI city secretary

Shriramulu accused the
MLA of betraying public
trust since assuming of-
fice. “Daggupati Ven-
kateswaraprasad may

not have been well-
known to Anantapur
residents before the elec-
tions, but people voted
for him with faith in

REGIONAL

‘e

TDP and Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu,”
Shriramulu said. He al-
leged that the MLA,
along with his associate
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Gangaram, has been in-
dulging in rowdy behav-
ior reminiscent of aland
mafia. Specific charges
included threats to hotel

owners for refusing
room bookings, illegal
encroachments on va-
cant lands, and even oc-
cupying property be-
longing to a woman
leader from the MLA’s
own TDP party.”These
actions have disappoint-
ed the public and tar-
nished the image of the
ruling party,” Shriramu-
lu added, emphasizing
that such impunity un-
dermines governance in
Anantapur district.

The protesters submit-
ted a formal memoran-
dum to District SP
Jagadish, demanding
swift legal action, in-
cluding FIRs against the
accused and protection
for affected citizens.
They warned that fail-
ure to act would lead to
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sconduct and Land Encroachments

escalated agitations
across the district.The
demonstration drew par-
ticipation from promi-
nent CPI leaders, includ-
ing Ramanayya,
Padmavati, Lingamayya,
Santosh, Krishnudu,
Kullaiswami, Naraya-
naswami, Raju, and
Srinivas. Banners and
placards condemning
“MLA’s illegal land
grabs” and “goonda raj”
were prominent during
the march, which pro-
ceeded peacefully amid
tight police security. This
protest highlights grow-
ing tensions in Ananta-
pur, a region plagued by
land disputes and urban
development issues.
Critics point to the
MLA’s rapid rise elected
on TDP’s wave in the

2024 assembly polls as
enabling unchecked
power. TDP sources dis-
missed the allegations as
politically motivated,
claiming CPI’s history
of opposing the govern-
ment. However, locals re-
port rising complaints
about encroachments in
commercial areas like
Azadnagar, fueling de-
mands for transparency.
The SP’s office con-
firmed receipt of the
memorandum and stat-
ed that complaints
would be examined.

As Andhra Pradesh fo-
cuses on infrastructure
under Naidu’s leader-
ship, such incidents risk
derailing public confi-
dence. CPI vowed to con-
tinue protests until ac-
countability is ensured.

Bandla Ganesh Embarks on Sacred Padayatra to Tirumala to
Fulfill Vow for Chandrababu Naidu

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Hyderabad: Promi-
nent Telugu film pro-
ducer and distributor
Bandla Ganesh is set to
commence a devotional
padayatra (foot pilgrim-
age) to Tirumala on Jan-
uary 19, honoring a vow
he made during a turbu-
lent period in Andhra
Pradesh politics. The
journey, dubbed
“Sankalpa Yatra,” un-
derscores Ganesh’s
deep faith in Lord Ven-

kateswara and his admi-
ration for current Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu.

Ganesh, known for
producing blockbuster
films like Magadheera
and Baahubali, an-
nounced the pilgrimage
from his residence in
Shadnagar, on the out-
skirts of Hyderabad. He
will flag off the yatra at
9 AM by breaking a co-
conut in front of his
home’s threshold, a tra-
ditional ritual symbol-

izing resolve and divine
blessings. The multi-day
trek from “his home’s
doorway to the hilltop
shrine” aims to reach
Tirumala for darshan
of Sri Venkateswara
Swamy.

The vow traces back
to the YSRCP regime
(2019-2024), when Naidu,
then opposition leader,
faced arrest in a contro-
versial case linked to
the skill development
scam. Amid political
persecution, Ganesh
publicly pledged the pa-
dayatra at the Sri Ven-
kateswara Temple in
Tirumala. Standing at
the temple’s threshold,
he prayed for the remov-
al of “false cases”
against Naidu whom he
hails as a “visionary
leader the nation takes
pride in” and for his re-
lease from jail.

“Every Telugu per-
son’s prayers culminat-
ed in Chandrababu
achieving resounding
victory and reclaiming
his former glory,”

Ganesh stated in a press
release. He noted recent
court victories, includ-
ing the Supreme Court
and high court dismiss-
ing key cases against
Naidu, which brought
him “inner peace” and
prompted his family to
remind him of the un-
fulfilled vow. “With my
parents’ blessings, I'1l
start from Shadnagar,
reach the hill by the
grace of that Srinivasa,
and have darshan.

This isn’t a political
yatra it’s repayment of
my vow to the Kaliyu-
ga’s direct deity, Sri
Venkateswara Swamy,
who fulfilled my heart’s
wish, heeded my words,
and relieved my an-
guish. “Ganesh’s ges-
ture comes at a time
when Naidu, leading the
TDP-BJP-JSP alliance
government since June
2024, has navigated le-
gal battles while push-
ing development agen-
das in Andhra Pradesh.

The producer, a long-
time TDP supporter, has

often used his platform
to back Naidu publicly,
blending his cinematic
influence with political
allegiance.This paday-
atra revives a tradition
of vows (mokku) in Tel-
ugu culture, where dev-
otees promise pilgrim-
ages for divine
intervention in person-
al or communal crises.

Ganesh emphasized
its personal devotion,
distancing it from poli-
tics despite its origins
in Naidu’s ordeal. Sup-
porters and fans are ex-
pected to join segments
of the journey, turning
it into a larger expres-
sion of faith.

As Andhra Pradesh
politics heats up ahead
of local elections, such
acts highlight the inter-
twining of spirituality
and leadership loyalty.
Ganesh’s yatra could in-
spire similar pilgrim-
ages, reinforcing Tiru-
mala’srole as a spiritual
beacon for the Telugu
diaspora.

Successful Awareness Session on JEE and NEET Held at Tirumala
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Schools in Rajamahendravaram
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Thick Fog Alerts Issued Across Multiple AP Districts;
Drivers Urged to Exercise Caution

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Visakhapatnam:
The India Meteorolog-
ical Department’s
(IMD) Cyclone Warn-
ing Centre in Vi-
sakhapatnam has is-
sued an urgent alert
for dense fog envelop-
ing several districts in
Andhra Pradesh,
prompting warnings
for reduced visibility
and heightened road
safety risks. The advi-
sory, released amid
persistent foggy con-
ditions, predicts in-
tense fog impacts over
the next three hours
in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Konaseema, West Go-
davari, Eluru, NTR,
Krishna, and Bapatla
districts.

“Very dense fog is
likely at many places,
with visibility drop-
ping below 50 meters
in some areas,” the
bulletin stated. Motor-
ists have been specifi-
cally advised to re-
main vigilant, slow
down, and use fog
lights where available
to prevent accidents.
This winter phenom-
enon is not uncom-
mon in Andhra
Pradesh’s coastal and
delta regions, where
cool nights and high
humidity combine to
trap moisture near the
ground.

Recent satellite im-
agery shows a thick
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fog bank stretching
from the Godavari del-
ta to the Krishna ba-
sin, exacerbated by
light northerly winds
and near-zero cloud
cover overnight. Tem-
peratures dipped to 15-
18°C in affected areas
early Sunday, foster-
ing ideal conditions
for fog formation.

Local authorities
report multiple inci-
dents already. In Elu-
ru, a minor collision
involving three vehi-
cles occurred on NH-
16 around 4 AM due to
poor visibility. West
Godavari police have
deployed additional
traffic personnel at
key junctions, while
Krishna district col-
lectors urged early
commuters to check
live weather updates
via the IMD app.

“Fog can reduce vis-
ibility to hazardous
levels; avoid high
speeds and overtak-
ing,” said Eluru SP K.
Ravi Kumar. Farmers
in Konaseema and Ba-
patla, key agricultural
belts, face disruptions
too. Paddy fields

shrouded in mist
could delay harvest-
ing, and fishermen
have been cautioned
against venturing into
fog-prone coastal
waters.

The NTR district ad-
ministration activat-
ed fog lamps on major
highways and issued
SMS alerts to over
50,000 residents.IMD
forecasts gradual
clearing by late morn-
ing as solar heating
disperses the fog, but
similar conditions
may persist through
the week. This alert
underscores Andhra
Pradesh’s vulnerabil-
ity to winter fog,
which claimed over 20
lives in road mishaps
last season.

Officials recom-
mend hazard lights,
ample following dis-
tance, and real-time
navigation apps for
safe travel. Residents
can monitor updates
at mausam.imd.gov.in
or local helplines.
Safety first remains
the mantra as Andhra
Pradesh navigates
this foggy spell.

TPN Bureau | January 18,
2026

Rajamahendravaram: An
awareness session on JEE Ad-
vanced, JEE Main, and NEET
examinations drew around
15,000 students and parents to
the premises of Tirumala Edu-
cational Institutions in Ra-
jamahendravaram on Sunday.
The event targeted students
from classes 5-6 as well as those
completing classes 7, 8, 9, and
10, along with their families,
highlighting the intense compe-
tition for top engineering and
medical seats across India.

Speaking at the session, Tiru-
mala Rao emphasized the stag-
gering odds students face na-
tionally. He noted that for 54,000
seats in prestigious institutions
like IITs, NITs, IIITs, and BITS,
about 15 lakh students appear
for JEE Main and Advanced ex-
ams. “On average, out of every

28 candidates who take the test,
only one secures a seat,” Rao
explained. In stark contrast, he
pointed out that at Tirumala In-
stitutions, the success rate is
remarkably higher one in every
five students gains admission
to these elite colleges.

Rao drew similar parallels
for medical aspirants. With 1.18
lakh medical seats available na-
tionwide, around 24 lakh stu-
dents compete through NEET.
“Typically, only one out of eve-
ry 20 qualifiers gets a seat,” he
said. However, Tirumala’s track
record shines brighter, with
one in every three students se-
curing a medical seat. These
statistics underscore the insti-
tutions’ proven coaching mod-
el, which has consistently out-
performed national averages.

Addressing broader challeng-
es in student development, Rao
urged parents to shield chil-
dren from excessive screen

time. He observed that lack of
physical activity leads many
youngsters to addictive phone
games and social media, divert-
ing focus from studies. “Keep
children away from smart-
phones and electronic gadgets,”
he advised.

“Instead, teach them to inter-
act with elders respectfully and
shoulder responsibilities.” Rao
stressed that over-reliance on
gadgets is eroding concentra-
tion on academics among to-
day’s youth, calling for a bal-
anced approach to foster
discipline and focus.Tirumala
Institutions Director Nunna Sa-
rojini Devi reinforced the piv-
otal role of parents, particular-
ly mothers, in shaping
children’s growth.

“A mother’s influence is irre-
placeable in nurturing good
habits, values, and overall de-
velopment,” she said. She en-
couraged every mother to im-

part value-based education
alongside academics.The ses-
sion featured inspiring testimo-
nials from successful alumni
parents. Dr. Komal, an Ayurve-
dic doctor at Kakinada Govern-
ment Hospital, shared her expe-
rience of seeing her children
become doctors after studying
at Tirumala.

Vanaparthi Malleswara Rao,
father of Tejashri who secured
a seat at IIT Mumbai in 2025,
also recounted their journey, of-
fering practical insights to the
audience.Other key attendees
included Academic Director G.
Satish Babu, Principal V. Sri-
hari, faculty members, non-
teaching staff, and parents.

The event concluded on a mo-
tivational note, reinforcing
Tirumala’s commitment to
guiding students toward top-
tier careers while emphasizing
holistic upbringing.

AP Minister Anam Ramanarayana Reddy
Slams YS Jagan Over Land Grabbing
Allegations at Nellore Event

TPN Bureau | Janu-
ary 18, 2026

Ponguru (Nellore
District): Andhra
Pradesh Minister
Anam Ramanarayana
Reddy unleashed a
scathing attack on YS-
RCP chief YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, accus-
ing the previous re-
gime of attempting to
seize farmers’ lands
through the controver-
sial Land Titling Act.
Speaking to the media
after inaugurating sev-
eral development pro-
grams in Marripadu
Mandal’s Ponguru vil-
lage, the minister
vowed that the current
coalition government
has protected landown-
ers’ rights by scrap-
ping the contentious
law. The event marked
the unveiling of an
NTR statue, a tribute to
the TDP founder, along-
side foundation stone-
laying ceremonies for
multiple infrastruc-
ture projects. Minister
Anam also distributed
government-stamped
passbooks to local
farmers, reinforcing
the administration’s
commitment to agri-
cultural welfare. “We

have safeguarded
farmers’ lands,” he de-
clared, emphasizing
the coalition govern-
ment’s swift action
post-assuming power.
Anam didn’t hold
back in his criticism of
the YSRCP’s tenure. He
alleged that under Jag-
an’s leadership, local
party leaders plastered
the Chief Minister’s
images on survey
stones during the Land
Titling process, si-
phoning off Rs 675
crore in the process.
“They looted Rs 32,000
crore from farmers
and the public under
the guise of ‘True of
Charge’ claims,” he
fumed, referring to du-
bious land verification
drives that allegedly
exploited vulnerable
landowners.
Highlighting ongo-
ing initiatives, the min-
ister assured farmers
in the Metta region
that the Somashila
High Level Canal pro-
ject would soon be com-
pleted, ensuring a
steady water supply.
“This will transform
agriculture in the
area,” he added, posi-
tioning the TDP-led

coalition’s efforts as a
stark contrast to the
“plunder” of the previ-
ous administration.

The remarks come
amid heightened politi-
cal rhetoric in Andhra
Pradesh, where the
TDP-JSP-BJP alliance
continues to target YS-
RCP’s governance re-
cord. Anam’s outburst
underscores the coali-
tion’s narrative of re-
storing transparency
in land records and pri-
oritizing farmer wel-
fare key promises from
the 2024 elections.Lo-
cal residents welcomed
the development push,
with farmers express-
ing relief over the
passbook distribution
and canal assurances.
“These stamped docu-
ments give us security
after years of uncer-
tainty,” said one
beneficiary.

As TDP ramps up
grassroots events
ahead of potential by-
polls, Anam’s Nellore
visit signals intensi-
fied efforts to consoli-
date rural support. The
minister’s media inter-
action drew sharp re-
sponses from YSRCP
leaders, who dismissed
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OPINION

Trump’s “Board of Peace” and the Future of Global
Order: ACritical Moment for India

The announcement of a “Board
of Peace” under US President
Donald Trump marks a striking
and potentially transformative
moment in global diplomacy.
Originally conceived to manage
the aftermath of the Gaza con-
flict, the initiative now raises
questions about the future archi-
tecture of international peace
and security. For New Delhi and
other capitals, it is a development
that deserves careful reflection—
not just for its implications in the
Middle East but for the broader
system of multilateral coopera-
tion that has governed global af-
fairs since World War II.

The Board of Peace, initially
tasked with supervising stabiliza-
tion and reconstruction efforts in
Gaza, is reportedly inviting doz-
ens of world leaders and is being
positioned as a dynamic body ca-
pable of addressing a wide spec-
trum of global conflicts. Critics
argue that it represents a depar-

The Nobel Prize and the Politics of Ego:
Machado’s Gesture Sparks Debate

The image of a Nobel Peace Prize
medal being handed over in Washing-
ton this January is a spectacle that
blends political theatre with global
symbolism. Venezuelan opposition
leader Maria Corina Machado, recipi-
ent of the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize, pre-
sented her medal to US President Don-
ald Trump, who accepted it publicly.
What should have been a solemn cele-
bration of democracy and human
rights instead became a moment
charged with questions about the
transactional nature of modern
politics.

At its core, the Nobel Peace Prize is
meant to honour individuals whose
courage and dedication advance free-
dom and human dignity, often at great
personal risk. Machado’s struggle
against authoritarian rule in Venezue-
la rightfully earned her the accolade.
Yet the public handing over of her
medal to a political figure whose rela-
tionship with the ideals of the prize
has long been contentious raised con-
cerns about the integrity of such
gestures.

The optics of the event suggested
that symbols of moral authority can be
co-opted into political theatre. Macha-
do’s gesture, while perhaps intended to
highlight support or solidarity, risked
reducing the symbolic weight of the
Nobel to a tool for political leverage.
The focus shifted from the values the
prize represents to a moment of per-
sonal and political posturing, high-
lighting how even the most revered in-
ternational honours can be reframed
in the currency of attention and
influence.

This episode underscores a broader
tension between principle and specta-
cle in global affairs. The Nobel Peace
Prize, once a beacon of principled rec-
ognition, should not be treated as a gift

ture from established norms of
open, equal multilateral dialogue
because it could become an exclu-
sive, invitation only forum domi-
nated by American leadership,
rather than the universal, collec-
tive decision making processes of
the United Nations Security
Council.

If the model expands beyond
Gaza, the consequences could be
profound. The Security Council,
despite its flaws, remains the pri-
mary space where sovereign
states —large and small — have a
formal voice in decisions about
peace and security. The Board’s
structure, with Trump at its
helm and an executive commit-
tee drawn largely from trusted
allies, signals a move toward ad
hoc coalitions of the willing, po-
tentially sidelining traditional
multilateral platforms and their
norms of inclusivity and equal
participation.

For India, this moment is espe-

cially significant. New Delhi has
long championed reformed multi-
lateralism, advocating for a more
representative and effective Unit-
ed Nations system while respect-
ing its core principles. The Board
of Peace raises uncomfortable
questions about whether that
faith is misplaced in a world
where powerful states can create
parallel structures that mirror
old institutions but operate ac-
cording to very different logics.

Moreover, the broader context
of Trump’s global agenda—in-
cluding his scepticism toward
the World Trade Organization
and NATO, and policy moves that
have unsettled the European Un-
ion—suggests a strategic shift:
from strengthening post war
multilateral frameworks to craft-
ing alternatives that reflect US
preferences for control and
decision-making.

India’s response to this shifting
landscape will require careful

calibration. New Delhi must
weigh the potential benefits of en-
gaging with initiatives like the
Board of Peace against the risks
of legitimizing structures that
could dilute the authority of
global institutions that under-
pin international stability. This
is not merely a matter of foreign
policy posture; it touches the
core of how India conceives its
role in shaping a rules based
global order that promotes eq-
uity, sovereignty, and collective
problem-solving.

As the international system
navigates a period of extraordi-
nary flux, India’s strategic choic-
es will matter not only for its own
interests but also for the future of
multilateralism. The emergence
of the Board of Peace demands
not just tactical engagement but
a thoughtful reassessment of
long-held assumptions about how
global governance should func-
tion in the decades ahead.
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When Dignity Is on Trial, Unity Comes
Out Stronger

There is a line written long ago by
a progressive thinker that still rings
painfully true today: in our country, a
woman’s character, a Dalit’s merit,
and a Muslim’s patriotism are always
questioned. I am reminded of this
line because what Telangana has wit-
nessed in recent days reflects this
harsh reality once again.

Over the past few days, Telangana’s
political and public space has passed
through an unusual and deeply dis-
turbing phase. This was not routine
controversy or everyday political
noise. It shook the conscience of any-
one who believes in fairness, dignity,
and democratic values. In all my
years of observing politics, govern-
ance, and media, I have never seen a
situation quite like this.

For perhaps the first time, officers
belonging to all three All India Ser-
vices —the IAS, IPS, and IFS — came
together on a single issue and spoke
in one voice. Such unity among civil
servants is extremely rare. When it
happens, it is a clear signal that some-
thing has gone seriously wrong. The
officers’ associations strongly con-
demned a television broadcast that
carried false, careless, and deeply ir-
responsible allegations against serv-
ing women IAS officers.

Through formal statements, they
made it clear that the content was un-
true, unethical, and harmful. They
said it violated the dignity and pri-
vacy of the officers and crossed every
boundary of responsible journalism.
They demanded a public apology, im-
mediate removal of the content, and
warned that legal action would follow
if necessary. They firmly rejected all
claims related to postings and person-
al matters, calling them completely
baseless and motivated. Most impor-
tantly, they clarified that this was not
an attack on one individual officer,
but an attack on the credibility and
integrity of the entire civil service
system.

What made this episode even more
serious was its nature. It bore all the
signs of a “media trial.” Senior offic-
ers across cadres warned that charac-
ter assassination of women officers
in the name of news is not just un-
ethical, but dangerous for democracy.
Such actions weaken public institu-
tions and discourage honest officers
from working fearlessly. This was not
an outburst of emotional anger; it
was moral resistance. The officers
made it clear that targeting women
officers with baseless allegations un-
der the cover of journalism is shame-
ful and unacceptable.

From the Telangana government’s
side, Roads and Buildings Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy respond-
ed with clarity and responsibility. He
condemned what he described as a
deliberate campaign by certain televi-
sion channels and social media plat-
forms to malign women officers. He
reminded everyone that criticism is
part of democracy, but dragging offic-
ers — especially women — into manu-
factured controversies crosses a red
line. His appeal was simple yet power-
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or trophy to be handed over in pursuit
of political advantage. True recogni-
tion of leadership and peace is earned
through sacrifice, courage, and the re-
lentless pursuit of justice, not traded
in corridors of power or used as a prop
for public display.

The Machado-Trump episode also il-
lustrates the challenges facing interna-
tional symbols in an era of performa-
tive politics. When such honours are
used for visibility or influence rather
than to celebrate genuine achieve-
ment, their meaning is diminished.
What should inspire reflection, dia-
logue, and commitment to universal
values risks being reduced to
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spectacle.

Ultimately, the “giveaway” of the No-
bel medal raises uncomfortable ques-
tions about the balance between sym-
bolism and action in global diplomacy.
While Machado’s intentions may have
been strategic, the act serves as a re-
minder that the power of moral au-
thority lies in its authenticity, and
when that authenticity is overshad-
owed by opportunism, the ideals of rec-
ognition and justice itself are put on
trial. The world is left to ponder wheth-
er symbols of peace and courage can
retain their gravitas in a political age
defined increasingly by performance
over principle.

tax cuts are often presented as
engines of growth or populist
stimulus. But beneath the ap-
plause lies a sobering reality:
the cuts have significantly con-
strained the fiscal capacity of
both the Centre and the states,
limiting their ability to spend
on essential services and long-
term development. This is not a
temporary blip in government
revenues; the consequences are
likely to be long-lasting and
structurally significant.

Recent tax relief measures —
including cuts in both direct
taxes and indirect levies such as
GST — mean that governments
across the board will collect less
revenue in the coming years.
What makes this especially con-
cerning is that these cuts will
be difficult to reverse once en-
acted. Political realities rarely
allow leaders to raise taxes or
undo popular relief, even when
fiscal prudence demands it. As
a result, the constraints on rev-
enue are set to persist beyond
the current budget cycle.

For the Centre, this erosion
of the tax base comes at a time
when expenditure needs remain
high. Budget numbers indicate
that the government’s revenue
mobilisation has already fallen
below targets, squeezing its fis-
cal space and pushing deficit
ratios upward. With less money
coming in, the only options left
are either sharp expenditure
cuts — which could undercut vi-
tal public services — or greater
borrowing, which adds future
repayment burdens.

States face their own pres-

sures. While the GST regime
was intended to simplify collec-
tions and broaden the tax base,
recent rate reductions have
dented state revenues as well.
Several state leaders have urged
the Centre to compensate for
the shortfall, arguing that states
bear a significant portion of
revenue losses while still being
expected to deliver critical
services.

The broader issue is not ideol-
ogy — whether tax cuts are in-
herently good or bad — but fis-
cal sustainability. Both the
Centre and the states need ade-
quate resources to meet India’s
multifaceted challenges: health,
education, infrastructure, and
social welfare. If tax revenues
continue to shrink without com-
mensurate increases in efficien-
cy or economic expansion, pub-
lic investment will suffer.

ful: imagine yourself in the place of
that woman officer. Is it a crime for
women to work? What is gained by
harassing women officers and dis-
turbing their families? His response
reflected not political defensiveness,
but concern for democratic values
and basic human dignity.

Following sustained pressure and
widespread condemnation, the con-
cerned television channel issued a
public apology. This moment deserves
to be recognised as a collective victo-
ry — not just for a few individuals,
but for the entire bureaucracy of Tel-
angana. IAS, IPS, and IFS officers
stood united, and that unity made ac-
countability possible. It also marked
an important moment in our democ-
racy, highlighting both the tension
and the necessary balance between
two constitutional pillars: the media
and the executive.

The Telangana government has
also taken firm institutional action.
A Special Investigation Team has
been formed to probe misleading and
defamatory reports aired against
women IAS officers. Police cases have
been registered based on complaints
from officers’ associations, and cyber
crime authorities have begun investi-
gations. Senior ministers, including
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy, Seethak-
ka, and Duddilla Sridhar Babu, have
spoken out strongly against false and
defamatory reporting. They have
clearly stated that spreading baseless
allegations against public servants
working for the state’s development
cannot and will not be tolerated.

The unified stand taken by the IAS,
IPS, and IFS Officers’ Associations
sends a powerful message. They have
unequivocally condemned the broad-
casts as untrue, defamatory, unethi-
cal, and a violation of dignity and pri-
vacy. Their demand is not
extraordinary — only accountability;
apology, and responsibility.

Standing up for women officers is
not political loyalty. It is a moral duty.
Protecting their dignity is not a fa-
vour. It is justice. If we fail to draw
this line today, the cost tomorrow will
be far higher — not just for officers,
but for the very idea of democracy
itself.

— Sagar Vanaparthi, Policy
Analyst

Tax Cuts Have Hemmed in Governments:
A Reckoning for Centre and States

In today’s political climate,

Future governments, bound by
the legacy of today’s tax cuts,
will have even less flexibility to
respond to crises or invest in
transformative change.

What this situation demands
is a mature conversation about
balanced fiscal policy, one that
recognises the short-term ap-
peal of tax relief but also the
long-term necessity of robust
revenue streams. Taxation
should be fair and growth-ori-
ented, but it must also be suffi-
cient to sustain the public goods
and services that underpin a
thriving society.

In short, tax cuts may be po-
litically popular, but they have
hemmed in the very govern-
ments tasked with delivering
on development and welfare,
posing a deeper challenge to In-
dia’s fiscal health and future
prospects.
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Indian Woman RPF Officer Honoured for Rescuing

In a powerful recognition of
courage and commitment, the
Indian Railways’ highest ser-
vice award has been conferred
on Chandana Sinha, a woman
officer of the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF), for her ex-
traordinary role in rescuing
vulnerable children from ex-
ploitation and trafficking
across the rail network.

Sinha, who serves as an RPF
inspector, has dedicated the
past three years to identifying
and safeguarding children
who are alone at railway sta-
tions, atrisk of falling into hu-
man trafficking rings or being
forced into child labour.
Through meticulous attention
to subtle behavioural cues and
an ability to build trust with
distressed youngsters, she and
her team have successfully
brought over 1,500 children to
safety. Many of these rescues
took place just moments before
the children would have been
pulled into dangerous
situations.

Her work operates under a
specialised initiative known as
Operation Nanhe Farishtey
(“Little Angels”), which focus-
es on monitoring railway
routes notorious for traffick-
ing activity. Under Sinha’s
leadership, the unit deploys
trained personnel who watch
for subtle signs that distin-
guish vulnerable children
from routine passengers. Once
identified, children are gently
approached, questioned, and
either reunited with their fam-
ilies or placed in protective
care and connected with sup-
port services.

Colleagues describe Sinha as
a quiet but intense presence on
platforms, someone who sees

what others overlook and acts
with patience and precision.
Beyond spontaneous rescue ef-
forts, she helped formalise an
informal system that combines
on-ground observation with
networks of informants, com-
munity contacts and collabora-
tion with non-governmental
organisations, making the res-
cue efforts more systematic
and effective.

The award ceremony, held in
the nation’s capital, drew
praise from senior railway of-
ficials and public figures, who
lauded her for transforming

More Than 1,500 Children

everyday vigilance into lifesav-
ing action. The honour recog-
nises not just individual brav-
ery, but also the broader impact
of her work in raising aware-
ness about the plight of vul-
nerable children in transit and
the role law enforcement can
play in protecting them.
Sinha’s achievement high-
lights a persistent challenge in
India’s vast railway system,
where thousands of children
become separated from their
families every year due to pov-
erty, lack of supervision, or co-
ercion by traffickers. Her suc-

cess — and the institutional
focus it brings — underscores
the importance of proactive
policing that blends empathy
with strategic action.

Despite receiving the coun-
try’s top railway honour, Sinha
reportedly returned quickly to
her duties, driven by a belief
that her work is not done until
every child is safe. The recog-
nition serves as both a tribute
to her past efforts and an inspi-
ration for continued action
against child trafficking and
exploitation on India’s
railways.

Modi Targets West Bengal Government, Calls for End to ‘Mahajungle
Raj’ Ahead of Elections

India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi delivered a major
political speech in Singur,
Hooghly district, sharply criti-
cising the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government
in West Bengal and urging vot-
ers to end what he called the
state’s “mahajungle raj” ahead
of the upcoming assembly
elections. The remarks reflect
intensifying campaigning in
the eastern state, where the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
aims to dethrone the long-en-
trenched regional party.

Addressing a large rally,
Modi accused the TMC, led by
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, of presiding over years
of misrule, poor governance
and law-and-order issues. He
claimed that West Bengal’s
people were eager to bid fare-
well to the current political
leadership and embrace
change, arguing that the BJP’s
model of governance would
bring development, stability
and improved public services.
Several party leaders and sup-
porters at the event echoed
this sentiment, saying the peo-
ple wanted a break from what
they described as entrenched
political stagnation.

Modi’s speech touched on a
range of contentious issues.
He alleged that the state gov-
ernment had failed to cooper-
ate with the central govern-
ment on key security
measures, including efforts to
strengthen border fencing
along Bangladesh, and ac-
cused it of shielding “infiltra-
tors” and creating obstacles
for national security efforts.
He said the Centre had repeat-
edly requested land for border
fencing, but that the TMC had
not acted on it — framing the
issue as both a governance

failure and security risk.

The prime minister also
criticised the state administra-
tion on social concerns, claim-
ing that education and wom-
en’s safety had deteriorated
under TMC rule and were
dominated by corrupt ele-
ments, a charge the party has
vehemently denied. Modi
urged voters, particularly
women and young people, to
support the BJP for a “double-
engine government” — a term
used to describe having the
same party in power at both
the state and national levels —

which he said would ensure
better implementation of cen-
tral welfare schemes and de-
velopment initiatives.

The rally in Singur, a histor-
ic political battleground dat-
ing back to land acquisition
protests nearly two decades
ago, came shortly after Modi
inaugurated infrastructure
projects in the region. The BJP
has been pushing a narrative
that a change in leadership
would attract investment and
accelerate economic growth in
West Bengal.

The TMC responded to the
prime minister’s remarks by
rejecting the allegations and
accusing the BJP of political
opportunism. Party spokes-
people have said that their gov-
ernment remains committed
to protecting the interests of
Bengal’s people and criticised
the central party for mischar-
acterising state issues for elec-
toral gain.

With the assembly polls ap-
proaching, political tensions
remain high in West Bengal,
underscoring the fierce com-
petition between national and
regional forces for control of
one of India’s most politically
significant states.

One Dead, 24 Injured in Multiple Crashes on Delhi-Lucknow Highway
Amid Dense Fog

At least one person was
killed and 24 others injured
in a series of road accidents
on the Delhi-Lucknow Na-
tional Highway after dense
fog severely reduced visibil-
ity, authorities said. The
string of collisions, involv-
ing passenger vehicles and
trucks, occurred early in the
morning when thick fog
blanketed large stretches of
the highway, making driving
conditions perilous.

Traffic police and emer-
gency responders were alert-
ed to multiple crash sites
along the busy route, which
links India’s capital region
with the state of Uttar
Pradesh. Reports indicated
that several vehicles collid-
ed at high speed due to ex-
tremely low visibility, with
some drivers unable to see
vehicles ahead until it was
too late to brake.

The fatality occurred
when a car rammed into the
rear of a larger vehicle in
one of the worst-hit sections
of the highway. The driver
of the car died at the scene,

while passengers and occu-
pants of other involved vehi-
cles sustained injuries rang-
ing from minor to serious.
Local hospitals received the
injured, and medical teams
were working to stabilise
those in critical condition.
Police and highway patrol
units responded quickly to
control the situation, divert-
ing traffic and coordinating
with ambulance services to

evacuate those hurt. Author-
ities temporarily slowed
down traffic flow in the af-
fected areas and warned mo-
torists to exercise extreme
caution or delay travel until
visibility improved.

Dense fog is a common
winter hazard in northern
India, particularly in Janu-
ary, when cold air over the
Indo-Gangetic plains traps
moisture near the ground.

The resulting low visibility
often leads to multi-vehicle
pile-ups on major road-
ways and has, in previous
years, claimed dozens of
lives and caused wide-
spread disruption.

Officials urged drivers to
reduce speed, use fog lights,
maintain safe distances
from other vehicles, and
avoid risky overtaking un-
der such conditions. Road
safety experts also empha-
sised the need for more ad-
vanced warning systems and
improved signage to alert
motorists to sudden changes
in weather and visibility.

The highway accidents
have sparked renewed calls
for enhanced safety meas-
ures during peak fog sea-
sons, especially across criti-
cal transport corridors that
see heavy commuter and
freight traffic. Meanwhile,
authorities continue to in-
vestigate the sequence of
collisions to determine ex-
act causes and to prevent
similar tragedies in the
future.
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Police File Cases Over Deepfake
and Fake Content on Manikarnika

Police in Uttar Pradesh’s
Varanasi have registered
multiple cases against indi-
viduals accused of spread-
ing Al-generated and mis-
leading content online
related to the redevelop-
ment of the Manikarnika
Ghat, one of Hinduism'’s
most sacred cremation
sites. Authorities say the
digital materials misrep-
resented the actual work
being carried out and
risked inflaming public
sentiment.

The action came after a
complaint was filed alleging
that fabricated images and
videos showing false scenes
connected to the ghat’s rede-
velopment were shared
widely on social media, par-
ticularly on the platform X.
Investigators say some of
the content depicted distort-
ed views of statues and reli-
gious elements, leading fol-
lowers to believe that sacred
structures were being dam-
aged or desecrated as part
of the renovation.

Officials registered eight
separate cases under provi-
sions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita against indi-
viduals and specific social
media handles accused of

Ghat Redevelopment

creating and circulating the
material. Police described
the shared visuals as digi-
tally altered and contrary to
the documented progress of
the ongoing beautification
work, which involves im-
proving cremation facilities
and related infrastructure
at the historic site.

Authorities said the posts
were not only false but were
likely circulated with the
intent to hurt religious sen-
timents, spread misinfor-
mation and provoke anger
among the public. They also
expressed concern that mis-
leading content could dis-
rupt social harmony in a
city that draws large num-
bers of pilgrims and visi-
tors due to its spiritual
significance.

The police action reflects
growing attention to the
challenges posed by deep-
fake technology and manip-
ulated media, which can
blur the line between genu-
ine documentation and fab-
ricated narratives. In this
case, law enforcement has
emphasised that careful
verification and responsible
sharing of information are
critical, especially when it
comes to matters touching

\

on religious feelings and
community stability.

Among those named in at
least one of the FIRs are
well-known public figures, a
move that has drawn politi-
cal attention and debate.
One of the accused has
claimed that the legal ac-
tion is politically motivated,
insisting that he was rais-
ing genuine concerns about
the redevelopment.

Local leaders, however,
have defended the police re-
sponse and underscored the
importance of preventing
the spread of falsehoods
that could inflame emo-
tions or mislead the public
about sensitive cultural
heritage sites. They empha-
sised that the redevelop-
ment project is being car-
ried out with respect for
tradition and with the goal
of enhancing facilities for
pilgrims and residents
alike.

As investigations contin-
ue, officials have warned
that further legal action
may be taken against any-
one found to be creating or
amplifying deceptive con-
tent that threatens peace
and public trust in the
region.

TVK Chief Vijay to Appear Before CBl Again
in Stampede Case

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK) chief and actor-
turned-politician Vijay has
left for New Delhi to appear
once again before the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in connection with the
Karur stampede case, offi-
cials said.

Vijay is scheduled to face
the investigating agency for
a second round of question-
ing as part of the ongoing
probe into the deadly stam-
pede that occurred during a
political event last year. The
incident, which took place
in Karur district of Tamil
Nadu, claimed several lives
and left many others in-
jured, triggering wide-
spread outrage and de-
mands for accountability.

The stampede reportedly
occurred when a massive
crowd gathered for a TVK-
organised programme, lead-
ing to chaos and a break-
down in crowd control
arrangements. Following
public pressure and legal
scrutiny, the investigation

was later transferred to the
CBI to ensure an independ-
ent and comprehensive
inquiry.

Vijay had earlier appeared
before the CBI and was
questioned for several
hours. Investigators are ex-
amining various aspects of
the event, including plan-
ning, crowd management,
security arrangements and
coordination with local au-
thorities. The agency is also
questioning party function-
aries and reviewing logisti-
cal preparations made
ahead of the programme.

Sources said Vijay is be-
ing questioned in his capac-
ity as the party chief to as-
certain the sequence of
events and the decision-
making process leading up
to the gathering. The actor-
politician has maintained
that his party was not re-
sponsible for the lapses
that led to the tragedy and
has stated that he is fully
cooperating with the
investigation.

The case has become a
major political issue in Ta-
mil Nadu, with rival parties
trading allegations over re-
sponsibility and safety
standards at large public
events. The stampede has
also reignited discussions
on crowd control measures
and the need for stricter en-
forcement of safety norms
during political rallies and
mass gatherings.

Supporters of Vijay have
expressed confidence that
the investigation will estab-
lish the facts, while families
of the victims continue to
seek justice and accounta-
bility. The CBI’s findings are
expected to play a crucial
role in determining respon-
sibility for one of the most
tragic incidents in recent
political history in the state.

The investigation is ongo-
ing, and further questioning
of witnesses and officials is
expected as the agency
works to piece together the
circumstances that led to
the stampede.
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US Public Rejects Trump’s Greenland Claim as Global
Tensions Rise

European Union and Mercosur
Seal Historic Trade Agreement
After 25 YearS Former US President

. Donald Trump’s renewed
T assertion that the United
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After more than 25 years of negotia-
tions, the European Union (EU) and
the Mercosur trade bloc of South
American nations have signed a land-
mark free trade agreement that could
reshape global commerce and geopoli-
tics. The deal —finalised in Asuncion,
Paraguay — marks one of the most
significant trade breakthroughs of re-
cent decades and opens a new chapter
in economic cooperation between Eu-
rope and South America.

Once fully implemented, the agree-
ment is expected to eliminate tariffs
on over 90 per cent of trade between
the two sides, gradually lowering bar-
riers that have long hindered the flow
of goods and services. This area of co-
operation will encompass a combined
market of more than 700 million con-
sumers, making it one of the largest
free trade zones in the world.

Mercosur, which includes Argenti-
na, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay,
will gain expanded access to the EU’s
markets for key agricultural exports
such as beef, poultry, sugar and soy. In
exchange, European companies will
benefit from easier access to South
American markets, particularly for
industrial goods such as cars, machin-
ery, chemicals and pharmaceuticals.

Negotiations on this deal began in
the late 1990s but stalled repeatedly
due to deep political and economic dif-
ferences. EU member states were par-
ticularly concerned about competi-
tion from cheaper agricultural
imports and the environmental and
labour standards of Mercosur coun-
tries. Disagreements over issues such
as deforestation in the Amazon and
sanitary regulations added further de-
lays, while frequent political changes
in both regions shifted priorities over
the years.
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Asociacion entre el
Mercosur y la Union Europea

MERCOSUL

The pact gained renewed momen-
tum amid rising global trade tensions
and shifting international dynamics.
With the United States increasingly
adopting protectionist measures,
Brussels has sought to diversify its
trade relationships and reinforce a
rules-based global trading system. For
Mercosur nations, the agreement
promises stable access to a major ex-
port destination and a boost to eco-
nomic growth at a time of heightened
uncertainty.

European leaders have touted the
deal as a triumph for strategic coop-
eration and economic resilience. How-
ever, not all reactions have been posi-
tive. Farmers and agricultural unions
in several EU countries have ex-
pressed strong opposition, warning
that cheaper South American imports
could put pressure on domestic prices
and rural livelihoods. In response, the
agreement includes quota limits and
phased tariff reductions on sensitive
products, alongside financial support
mechanisms to ease the transition.

The pact still faces important hur-
dles before it can take effect. It must
be approved by the European Parlia-
ment and ratified by each Mercosur
member state, a process that could
take months or longer. Observers note
that its final adoption will depend on
ongoing political debates within na-
tional legislatures and the balance be-
tween economic opportunity and do-
mestic concerns.

Nonetheless, the EU-Mercosur deal
is widely seen as a historic achieve-
ment that could strengthen economic
ties across continents, encourage sus-
tainable trade practices and signal a
renewed commitment to multilateral
cooperation in a fractious global
environment.

US Vice President and Secretary of State to
Attend Winter Olympics, Trump Absent
from Delegation

The United States has announced its
official delegation for the upcoming
2026 Winter Olympics in Italy, with
Vice President J.D. Vance set to lead
the American contingent at the open-
ing ceremony. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio will also attend, underscor-
inghigh-level US representation at the
global sporting event, even as Presi-
dent Donald Trump is notably absent
from the list of attendees.

The Winter Olympics, scheduled to
take place in Milan and Cortina
d’Ampezzo, will begin on February 6
and run through February 22. The
Games are expected to bring together
athletes from across the world to com-
pete in a wide range of winter sports,
while also serving as a platform for
cultural exchange and international
diplomacy.

According to officials, Vice Presi-
dent Vance will represent the United
States in his capacity as head of the
delegation at the opening ceremony.
He will be accompanied by Second
Lady Usha Vance, Secretary of State
Rubio, and the US Ambassador to Ita-
ly. The delegation will also include
several celebrated former American
Olympians, highlighting the country’s
rich sporting legacy and continued
support for the Olympic movement.

The absence of President Trump
has drawn attention, as US presidents
have traditionally used major interna-
tional events such as the Olympics to

project soft power and engage infor-
mally with global leaders. While no
official reason has been provided for
his non-attendance, the White House
has emphasised that the United States
will still be represented at the highest
diplomatic levels.

The 2026 Winter Olympics will fea-
ture a distinctive opening ceremony
format, with events held not only in
Milan but also across multiple moun-
tain venues in northern Italy. Organis-
ers have said the approach reflects the
geographic spread of the Games and
aims to showcase Italy’s diverse land-
scapes and cultural heritage.

US officials have described the del-
egation’s participation as an opportu-
nity to celebrate American athletes
and reinforce the nation’s commit-
ment to international sporting coop-
eration. The inclusion of former
Olympic champions is intended to in-
spire current competitors and under-
line the enduring values of excellence,
teamwork, and fair play.

As global attention turns to Italy for
the Winter Games, the composition of
national delegations continues to at-
tract interest, both for its sporting
symbolism and for the diplomatic sig-
nals it sends. With Vice President
Vance and Secretary of State Rubio
attending, the United States is expect-
ed to maintain a prominent presence
at one of the world’s most closely
watched international events.

States “needs Greenland”
for strategic and security
reasons has triggered
strong public opposition at
home and renewed diplo-
matic unease abroad, ac-
cording to a recent public
opinion survey and reac-
tions from global leaders.

A new opinion poll
shows that nearly 75 per
cent of Americans disa-
gree with the idea of the
United States taking con-
trol of Greenland, the au-
tonomous Arctic territory
governed by Denmark.
More than half of those
surveyed said they strong-
ly oppose such a move,
while only about one in
four expressed support.
The findings highlight
widespread scepticism
among Americans toward
any attempt to expand US
territorial control in the
Arctic.

Despite the domestic
pushback, Trump has con-
tinued to frame Greenland
as a critical asset for US
national security, citing its
strategic location, military
importance, and growing
competition in the Arctic
involving Russia and Chi-
na. He has argued that
American control over the
territory would strengthen
NATO'’s position and en-

sure long-term security in-
terests in the region.

However, the proposal
has drawn firm resistance
from Denmark and Green-
land’s leadership, both of
which have repeatedly
stated that Greenland is
not for sale and that its fu-
ture must be decided by its
people. Greenland, while
part of the Kingdom of
Denmark, enjoys wide self-
governing powers, and any
change in its status would
require the consent of its
population.

The issue has also
sparked wider diplomatic

tensions across Europe.
Trump’s comments, cou-
pled with warnings of po-
tential economic pressure
on European allies, have
been criticised as under-
mining transatlantic uni-
ty. Several European lead-
ers have warned that
aggressive rhetoric over
Greenland could weaken
NATO solidarity at a time
of heightened global
uncertainty.

Public protests have tak-
en place in Denmark and
Greenland, with demon-
strators voicing support
for Greenlandic autonomy

and rejecting what they de-
scribe as external interfer-
ence. Protesters have em-
phasised that Greenland’s
resources and strategic
value should not override
democratic principles and
self-determination.
Political divisions with-
in the United States are
also evident. While Repub-
lican opinion appears di-
vided, Democratic leaders
and voters have largely re-
jected the idea, question-
ing both its legality and its
alignment with American
values. Critics argue that
pursuing control over

Greenland risks damaging
long-standing alliances
and distracting from do-
mestic priorities.

As geopolitical competi-
tion in the Arctic intensi-
fies, Greenland’s strategic
importance is likely to re-
main a subject of global
debate. However, the
strong opposition from the
American public and clear
resistance from Denmark
and Greenland suggest
that any attempt to pursue
such a move would face
significant political, legal,
and diplomatic hurdles on
the world stage.

Hindu Shop Owner Killed in Bangladesh While Trying to

A Hindu businessman
was beaten to death with a
shovel in Bangladesh
while attempting to pro-
tect one of his employees
during a dispute, trigger-
ing widespread outrage
and renewed concerns
over the safety of religious
minorities in the country.

The victim, identified as
Liton Chandra Ghosh, a
55-year-old sweet shop
owner, was attacked in the
Gazipur district. Accord-
ing to police and local wit-
nesses, the incident began
with a minor argument be-
tween a customer and a
teenage employee at
Ghosh’s shop. What start-
ed as a verbal disagree-
ment quickly escalated
into violence.

Reports said the con-
frontation involved a
28-year-old man who en-
tered the shop and began
arguing with the 17-year-
old employee over a trivial
issue. As tensions rose, the
customer allegedly called
his parents to the spot, and
the dispute turned physi-
cal. Ghosh intervened in
an attempt to calm the sit-
uation and shield his

young employee from

harm.

During the altercation,
Ghosh was struck on the
head with a shovel. He sus-
tained severe injuries and
died on the spot before
medical help could arrive.
The brutal nature of the
attack has shocked local
residents, who described
Ghosh as a peaceful and re-
spected member of the
community known for
treating his workers with
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care and dignity.

Police have detained
three people in connection
with the killing, including
the main accused and his
parents. Authorities said
an investigation is under-
way and assured that strict
legal action will be taken
against those responsible.
The victim’s family has de-
manded swift justice and
maximum punishment for
the accused.

The killing has intensi-

fied concerns among Bang-
ladesh’s Hindu communi-
ty, which constitutes a
significant religious mi-
nority in the country. Com-
munity leaders and rights
groups have expressed
alarm over what they de-
scribe as a growing pat-
tern of violence and intim-
targeting
minorities, particularly in
times of political or social
tension.

The incident occurred

idation

amid heightened national
attention to public safety
and communal harmony.
Minority rights advocates
have urged the govern-
ment to strengthen law en-
forcement and ensure that
all citizens, regardless of
religious identity, are pro-
tected under the law.

Local protests and
mourning gatherings were
reported following the in-
cident, with residents call-
ing for peace and account-
ability. Many stressed that
acts of violence over mi-
nor disputes reflect deeper
social issues that require
urgent attention from
authorities.

As Bangladesh contin-
ues to project itself asana-
tion committed to secular-
ism and social harmony,
the killing of Liton Chan-
dra Ghosh has raised un-
comfortable questions
about ground realities. Ob-
servers say the case under-
scores the need for deci-
sive action to curb
violence, uphold the rule
of law, and reassure mi-
nority communities that
their lives and livelihoods
are secure.

US Lawmaker Says India Brings Investment to America,

’ i
-

Contrasting With Pakistan

Y 1

A senior US lawmaker
has highlighted the grow-
ing economic and strategic
importance of India to the
United States, pointing out
that New Delhinot only re-
ceives investment from
America but also brings
significant capital into the
US economy—a contrast
he drew with Pakistan
during recent remarks at a
Washington event.

Republican Congress-
man Rich McCormick,

pointing to the substantial
pool of skilled Indian tal-
ent working across key
sectors of the US economy
and helping drive innova-
tion and productivity.

The lawmaker warned
that alienating India could
have negative consequenc-

over issues such as tariffs,
visas and market access,
the underlying logic for
cooperation remains ro-
bust. He noted that US
companies continue to
view India as an attractive
destination for invest-
ment, with multibillion-
dollar commitments un-

speaking at a forum hosted
by a Washington think
tank, stressed that India’s
expanding economic foot-
print and rising global in-
fluence make it an increas-
ingly vital partner for the
United States. He noted
that although Pakistan has
a population comparable
to India’s, it does not gen-
erate the same level of in-
vestment flows with the
US. According to McCor-
mick, Indian companies

and investors have shown
willingness to invest in
American markets, while
Pakistan’s economic ties
in this regard remain
limited.

McCormick also praised
India’s rapid economic
growth and its burgeoning
middle class, which he
said are beginning to exert
influence on global mar-
kets. He emphasised that
India’s contribution ex-
tends beyond capital,

es for American interests,
arguing that a strong rela-
tionship with New Delhi
would foster peace and
prosperity, while distanc-
ing the two countries could
create challenges for both.
His comments reflect
broader discussions in
Washington about the stra-
tegic value of closer ties
with India, particularly as
global economic and geo-
political competition
intensifies.

Democratic Congress-
man Ami Bera, who was
also part of the dialogue,
echoed the importance of
maintaining a strong long-
term strategic and eco-
nomic partnership be-
tween the United States
and India. Bera acknowl-
edged that while there are
temporary disagreements

derscoring the depth of
commercial engagement.

Both lawmakers
stressed that routine dip-
lomatic or economic en-
gagement with Pakistan
should not be interpreted
as a shift in the US strate-
gic focus. Instead, they re-
affirmed that India’s role
as a major economic part-
ner and geopolitical actor
makes it central to Wash-
ington’s vision for stabili-
ty and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific region.

Their remarks come at a
time when US-India rela-
tions have experienced
strains over trade disputes
and tariffs, yet both sides
continue to emphasise the
value of cooperation that
transcends short-term po-
litical issues.
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Market Capitalisation of Three Top Firms Surges
375,855 Crore; SBl and Infosys Lead Gains

In a holiday shortened trad-
ing week, the combined market
capitalisation of three of In-
dia’s top 10 most valued listed
companies jumped by 275,855.43
crore, signalling selective
strength in heavyweight stocks
even as broader equity markets
remained subdued.

The standout performers
were State Bank of India (SBI)
and Infosys, both posting sig-
nificant valuation gains, sup-
ported by positive investor sen-
timent around banking
resilience and renewed confi-
dence in the IT sector. ICICI
Bank also contributed to the up-
tick, rounding out the trio of
firms that drove the collective
rise in market value.

SBI emerged as the biggest
gainer, with its market valua-
tion climbing by around
¥39,045.51 crore to approximate-
ly 29.62 lakh crore. The surge
reflects renewed investor faith
in India’s largest public sector
lender amid expectations of ro-
bust credit growth and improv-
ing asset quality. Infosys fol-
lowed with a strong
performance, lifting its market
capitalisation by about
¥31,014.59 crore to nearly ¥7.02
lakh crore, underpinned by op-
timism around its revenue
growth prospects and service
line performance. ICICI Bank
added roughly 5,795 crore, tak-
ing its market value above 10
lakh crore.

Despite these gains among
the top three, the broader pic-
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ture among the remaining most
valuable firms was mixed to
weak, with several marquee
names posting declines in their
market valuations over the
week. Reliance Industries, In-
dia’s most valued company, saw
its valuation fall by nearly
723,952 crore, underscoring un-
even sectoral performance
within the blue chip cohort.
Other significant declines
were reported in companies
such as Larsen & Toubro, HDFC
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Hindustan Unilever, and
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), each recording erosion

in market capitalisation. These
drops cumulatively offset much
of the broader gain outside the
top three, reflecting caution
among investors toward sectors
like infrastructure, consumer
goods, and finance outside the
strongest performers.

While the benchmark indices
showed limited movement —
with the Sensex slightly lower
and the Nifty marginally higher
over the week — the concentrat-
ed capital gains among a few
large stocks highlight ongoing
selective confidence in India’s
equity market. Investors appear
focused on growth narratives in

banking and technology, even as
overall market participation re-
mains cautious.

Market analysts suggest that
the contrasting fortunes among
India’s biggest listed firms re-
flect divergent sectoral outlooks
and varied investor risk appe-
tites. As the market navigates
macroeconomic cues and corpo-
rate earnings updates in the
coming weeks, the performance
of heavyweight stocks like SBI
and Infosys will be key indica-
tors of sentiment, particularly
in a trading environment
marked by low volatility and
mixed signals.

India- European Union Trade Pact Set to Be ‘Mother of All Deals’;
No Member State Opposed, Says Goyal

India and the European Union
(EU) are on the verge of finaliz-
ing what could be the most sig-
nificant trade agreement in In-
dia’s history, with Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal calling the proposed Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) the
“mother of all trade deals.” Ac-
cording to officials, the pact has
so far enjoyed unanimous sup-
port across the 27-member EU
bloc, with no member state op-
posing the deal.

The agreement, which has
been under negotiation inter-
mittently for over a decade, is
designed to balance mutual in-
terests, protect sensitive sectors,
and open new avenues for trade
and investment. Mr. Goyal em-
phasized that India has secured
favorable terms in sectors criti-
cal to national priorities while
also offering European business-
es access in areas that comple-
ment India’s economic goals.
The deal aims to be a win-win
arrangement, creating growth
opportunities on both sides.

Analysts say the pact could
significantly reshape bilateral
trade flows. For India, key pri-
orities include improving mar-
ket access for labor-intensive
goods such as textiles, footwear,
and jewelry, where Indian pro-
ducers hold a competitive advan-
tage. For the EU, the agreement
could expand opportunities for
automobiles, machinery, and
high-value manufactured prod-
ucts, reflecting complementary

economic strengths rather than
direct competition.

Investment and regulatory
certainty are also central compo-
nents of the pact. Negotiations
are reportedly focusing on provi-
sions related to foreign direct
investment, local employment
requirements, value addition,
and use of domestic inputs,
aimed at facilitating European
companies looking to expand
their footprint in India’s manu-
facturing and services sectors.

Strategically, the India-EU
FTA comes at a time when both
parties are seeking to diversify
trade relationships and reduce
dependency on China, amid on-

going global supply chain dis-
ruptions and geopolitical ten-
sions. The agreement is expected
to strengthen economic ties, pro-
mote sustainable trade practic-
es, and enhance India’s position
in global markets.

The finalization of the deal is
expected during high-level
meetings around India’s Repub-
lic Day celebrations later this
month. Officials say it will
mark a major milestone in In-
dia’s trade strategy, offering
long-term benefits in both mar-
ket access and investment
flows. The pact is also likely to
set a benchmark for future
trade agreements, showcasing

India’s ability to negotiate
large-scale, balanced trade ar-
rangements with major eco-
nomic partners.

As India prepares for the sign-
ing of the FTA, industry leaders
and exporters are watching
closely, anticipating a boost to
sectors such as textiles, phar-
maceuticals, and IT services,
while European companies look
forward to stable regulatory
frameworks for long-term in-
vestments. The agreement is ex-
pected to have a transformative
impact on trade and investment
between India and Europe, her-
alding a new era of bilateral
economic engagement.

IPO Activity Picks Up: Four New Issues Worth 32,081 Crore and Nine
Listings Set to Debut

India’s primary market is
gearing up for a busy week as
four companies plan to launch
initial public offerings (IPOs)
collectively seeking 72,081 crore,
alongside nine companies sched-
uled to debut on the stock ex-
changes, marking a period of
heightened activity for investors
and issuers alike.

The largest of the upcoming
IPOs is Shadowfax Technolo-
gies, a Bengaluru-based logistics
and technology-driven delivery
solutions provider. Shadowfax’s
issue, estimated at around 1,907
crore, is the only mainboard of-
fering among the four. The IPO
opens on January 20 and closes
on January 22, with a price band
of ¥118-124 per share. Funds will
be raised through a combination
of fresh issuance and an offer for
sale by existing shareholders, re-
flecting investor appetite for
companies operating in the e-
commerce and logistics sector.

In the SME segment, three
smaller companies are entering
the market next week. Digilogic
Systems, which provides auto-
mated test and measurement so-
lutions to defense, aerospace,

and automotive sectors, plans to
raise approximately 81 crore
through its IPO, also open from
January 20 to January 22, with a
price band of ¥98-104 per share.
KRM Ayurveda, operating hospi-
tals and clinics, will open its IPO
from January 21 to January 23,
targeting ¥77.5 crore at a price
band of ¥128-135 per share.
Shayona Engineering, specializ-
ing in precision castings, is set

to launch its IPO from January
22 to January 27, aiming to raise
roughly %15 crore.

Together, these four issues
aim to mobilize 72,081 crore, of-
fering investors a blend of main-
board and SME investment op-
portunities across logistics,
healthcare, and engineering
sectors.

Alongside these IPOs, nine
companies are slated for market

listings next week, increasing
activity on the bourses. Notable
debuts include Bharat Coking
Coal, a subsidiary of Coal India,
and Amagi Media Labs, a SaaS-
based technology firm. Smaller
SME companies, such as Defrail
Technologies and Avana Elec-
trosystems, will also begin trad-
ing, adding depth and variety to
the market.

Market analysts say this
packed IPO calendar highlights
sustained investor interest de-
spite recent fluctuations in
benchmark indices. The mix of
sectors and company sizes pro-
vides diversified investment
choices, while subscription
trends and early trading perfor-
mance of the new listings will be
closely monitored to gauge senti-
ment and liquidity flows in the
primary market.

As investors weigh their op-
tions, the upcoming IPO and list-
ing activity reflects the contin-
ued dynamism of India’s equity
market, demonstrating that new
issues remain an important av-
enue for capital-raising and mar-
ket participation, even in vola-
tile conditions.
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Tata Motors Seeks Budget Boost
to Keep Entry-Level EVs Affordable

Tata Motors has appealed to the gov-
ernment for targeted fiscal support for
entry-level electric vehicles (EVs) in
the upcoming Union Budget 2026-27,
warning that rising production costs
and competitive pressures are threat-
ening the affordability of EVs for ordi-
nary buyers.

The automaker highlighted that
while general reforms like GST ration-
alization and a more favorable tax re-
gime have helped the broader passen-
ger vehicle segment, affordable EVs
are struggling to remain competitive
against cheaper petrol and diesel alter-
natives. Rising input costs, commodity
price volatility, and foreign exchange
fluctuations have increased manufac-
turing expenses by nearly 2%, a burden
largely absorbed by the company so far.
Executives noted that without govern-
ment support, the additional costs
could soon be passed on to consumers,
potentially slowing the adoption of en-
try-level EVs.

Tata Motors is advocating for specif-
ic incentives to keep lower-priced EVs
within reach of the mass market. The
company believes this is critical not
only for maintaining competitiveness
but also for advancing India’s broader
electric mobility ambitions. With pet-
rol and diesel vehicles benefiting from
recent cost reductions due to GST ad-
justments, entry-level EVs risk losing
the price advantage needed to attract

first-time buyers.

Beyond individual car sales, Tata
Motors is also calling for fleet EVs to be
included under the PM E-DRIVE
scheme. Fleet vehicles, though ac-
counting for a small share of total pas-
senger vehicle sales, cover roughly a
third of all passenger kilometers trave-
led, making them a significant factor in
reducing emissions and curbing oil im-
ports. Incentivizing fleet EVs could
generate substantial environmental
and economic benefits, the company
says, urging the government to align
current policies with earlier initiatives
under the discontinued FAME-II
scheme.

The push comes amid a broader in-
dustry trend, where automakers are
already adjusting prices in response to
rising input costs and currency volatil-
ity. Tata Motors’ submission signals an
urgent need for policy measures that
balance growth, sustainability, and af-
fordability in the EV sector.

As the Union Budget deliberations
unfold, Tata Motors’ request highlights
the industry’s wider call for govern-
ment intervention to sustain entry-lev-
el EV adoption. By keeping EVs acces-
sible, policymakers can ensure that
India’s clean mobility targets advance
without pricing out the mass market,
making sustainable transportation a
practical option for more consumers
across the country.

India’s Power DISCOMs Return to
Profit After Years of Losses, Post
32,701 Crorein FY25

New Delhi, Jan 18 (Business/Econo-
my Desk) —

After years of struggling with mas-
sive losses, India’s electricity distribu-
tion companies, commonly known as
DISCOMs, have finally turned profita-
ble, reporting a combined Profit After
Tax (PAT) of 22,701 crore for the finan-
cial year 2024 25. The development
marks a significant turnaround for a
sector that has long been under finan-
cial stress, affecting both investors and
power consumers.

For more than a decade, DISCOMs
have grappled with mounting losses
due to inefficiencies, high technical
and commercial losses, delayed tariff
revisions, and weak collection practic-
es. Aggregate losses peaked at nearly
%68,000 crore in FY2013 14, and even in
FY2023 24, losses remained at over
725,500 crore. The return to profitabili-
ty reflects a combination of policy re-
forms, operational improvements, and
better financial management, signaling
a new chapter for the sector.

One of the key drivers of this im-
provement has been the reduction in
Aggregate Technical and Commercial
(AT&C) losses, which account for both
electricity lost during transmission
and distribution and revenue not col-
lected. AT&C losses have fallen steadily
from around 22.6 percent a decade ago
to approximately 15 percent in FY25, re-
flecting better grid management, en-
hanced metering, and improved billing
efficiency.

Another important factor has been
the narrowing of the gap between the
Average Cost of Supply and the Aver-
age Revenue Realised (ACS-ARR). A

smaller gap indicates that utilities are
increasingly able to recover costs from
the revenues they collect, supporting
long-term financial viability. Improved
payment discipline has further eased
working capital pressures, with faster
settlement of dues to power generators
boosting confidence across the supply
chain.

Government-led reforms and initia-
tives have played a central role in this
turnaround. Programs aimed at mod-
ernizing infrastructure, expanding
smart metering, linking financial in-
centives to performance, and enforcing
timely tariff revisions have strength-
ened DISCOM operations. Coordina-
tion between the Ministry of Power and
state governments has also been criti-
cal in implementing reforms at the
ground level.

The profit milestone comes at a cru-
cial time as India’s energy demand con-
tinues to grow, driven by industrial ex-
pansion, urbanization, and increased
household consumption. Analysts note
that financially healthy DISCOMs are
essential not only for reliable power
supply but also for enabling further in-
vestment in renewable energy and sup-
porting India’s energy transition goals.

While challenges remain, including
the need to maintain efficiency gains
and manage operational costs, the re-
turn to profitability demonstrates that
sustained policy focus and manage-
ment reforms can transform a long-
struggling sector. For consumers, inves-
tors, and the government, this is a
positive signal that India’s power distri-
bution landscape is on a more sustain-
able path.
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OnePlus Pad Go 2: The Tablet That Plays
It Cool

In a world where tab-
lets are constantly racing
to outshine each other
with flashy features, the
OnePlus Pad Go 2 takes a
different approach: it qui-
etly gets the job done.
Priced at around 328,999,
it doesn’t pretend to com-
pete with the top-tier iP-
ads or gaming tablets. In-
stead, it stakes its claim
as a practical, reliable de-
vice for everyday use.

The design is one of the
Pad Go 2’s understated
strengths. Its unibody
metal frame is sturdy and
feels premium without
being flashy. The camera
module is modest, avoid-
ing the awkward bumps
seen on other tablets. The
new Lavender Drift color
adds a subtle elegance,
giving it a personality
that is refined yet ap-
proachable. Accessories
like the folio case and sty-
lus are well-designed,
practical, and make using
the tablet a smoother ex-
perience, whether for
work, study, or
entertainment.

Battery life is where

this tablet truly impress-
es. With a 10,500 mAh bat-
tery, it easily powers
through long workdays,
streaming sessions, or
online classes. Normal
usage can easily surpass
10 hours, while heavier
usage still yields a com-
fortable 7-8 hours. Fast
charging isn’t revolution-
ary, but given the large
battery and overnight
charging convenience, it
doesn’t feel necessary.
Under the hood, the
MediaTek Dimensity
chipset delivers smooth
performance for every-
day tasks. Apps open
quickly, multitasking is
fluid, and video stream-
ing is buttery. While it
isn’t a powerhouse for
hardcore gaming, casual
games run without major
issues, making it ideal for
most users. OxygenOS 16,
running on Android 16,
brings thoughtful ges-
tures and multitasking
features that feel intui-
tive rather than forced.
The 12.1-inch display is
another highlight, offer-
ing crisp visuals and de-

cent outdoor visibility.
With a 120 Hz refresh
rate, scrolling through
apps or social media feels
fluid, and watching vide-
os is a pleasant experi-
ence. It’s not a display
that will wow photogra-
phers or graphic design-
ers, but it gets the job
done with style and
efficiency.

The OnePlus Pad Go 2
doesn’t try to be the loud-
est or the flashiest tablet
on the market. Instead, it
feels like a confident
choice for anyone who
wants a reliable compan-
ion for work, streaming,
creative projects, or casu-
al gaming. It prioritizes
everyday usability and
comfort over headline-
grabbing specs, proving
that sometimes, the qui-
etest tablets leave the best
impression.

In short, if you want a
capable, dependable tab-
let that won’t break the
bank or overwhelm you
with features, the Pad Go
2 is a smart, practical
pick.

We Are Slowly Being Poisoned: Chess
Grandmaster Calls Out Delhi’s Toxic Air

In a rare departure
from chess boards and
world rankings, Indian
grandmaster Vidit Gu-
jrathi has taken to social
media to deliver a pierc-
ing critique of Delhi’s
winter smog — and it
isn’t wrapped in polite
sportsmanship. The usu-
ally measured strategist
posted a stark message
on his social feed, declar-
ing that residents of the
national capital are
“slowly being poisoned,”
and lamenting that no
one seems sufficiently
alarmed by the city’s de-
teriorating air quality.

The post was accompa-
nied by a screenshot of
Delhi’s Air Quality Index
hitting hazardous levels,
a reading so severe that
even brief outdoor expo-
sure can be harmful to
health. “We are slowly
being poisoned and no
one cares? Shouldn’t
solving this be the top
priority?” he wrote — a
line that struck a chord
far beyond the chess
community.

Gujrathi’s remarks ar-
rived at a moment many
Delhi residents already

recognized the familiar
grey haze that descends
each winter. Smog, thick
enough to blur the sky-
line and sting the eyes,
has become almost rou-
tine during this season,
but the grandmaster’s
words expressed frustra-
tion with the resignation
that often accompanies
it. His post triggered an
outpouring of reactions
online. Some echoed his
anxiety, pointing out that
pollution levels are
alarmingly high not just
in Delhi but in other cit-
ies too, and that clean air
increasingly feels like a
luxury. Others voiced
cynicism about the pace
of meaningful action,
noting that severe smog
episodes seem to recur
year after year with little
lasting change.

The criticism from a
high profile athlete also
follows other sports fig-
ures making tough deci-
sions because of the air.
Recently, a top interna-
tional badminton star
withdrew from a major
tournament hosted in
the capital, citing ex-
treme pollution as a

health risk — a sign that
even elite competitors
are not immune to the
harsh conditions.

By highlighting the
toll that toxic air exacts
on everyday life and ath-
letic performance alike,
Gujrathi’s message
served as a reminder
that environmental is-
sues are not abstract
statistics but real, lived
experiences. His inter-
vention brought fresh
attention to broader de-
bates about public
health, environmental
policy and individual
well being, at a time
when authorities and cit-
izens alike are grappling
with how to balance eco-
nomic activity and qual-
ity of life.

Whether his words will
help turn seasonal alarm
into sustained action re-
mains to be seen. But for
now, the chess grandmas-
ter has reminded many
that the stakes — breath-
ing clean air, or enduring
the slow squeeze of smog
— affect everyone, wheth-
er they navigate 64
squares or simply walk
out their front door.
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Fujifilm X-E5: The Retro Gamera That Demands Your Attention

In the mirrorless cam-
era world, the Fujifilm
X-E5 lands like a stylish
throwback with a mod-
ern brain. On first
glance, it’s a compact,
retro-styled rangefinder
— all dials, levers, and
clean lines — evoking the
charm of classic film
cameras. But spend a lit-
tle time with it, and you
quickly realize this is not
just a pretty face; it’s a
powerful tool designed to

FUJFILM

challenge and reward an-
yone who takes it
seriously.

At the heart of the
X-E5 is a 40.2MP APS-C
sensor paired with a fast
processor. The result is
crisp, richly detailed im-
ages that make you re-
consider what your pock-
et camera can do.
Fujifilm’s signature film
simulation modes are
built in, letting photogra-
phers evoke nostalgic

color palettes straight
out of the camera.
Whether you crave vi-
brant modern tones or
muted, vintage-inspired
moods, the camera’s set-
tings make experimenta-
tion irresistible.

One of the most notice-
able upgrades in the X-E5
is its five-axis in-body im-
age stabilization. Hand-
held shots in low light
suddenly feel achievable
without a tripod, and

shaky hands during
street photography are
no longer a dealbreaker.
For casual users, this is a
dream, and for profes-
sionals, it’s a versatile
tool that makes day-to-
day shooting more
reliable.

Yet the X-E5 doesn’t
make itself easy. Its
menu system, packed
with options, can feel like
learning a new language.
Switching between

modes, tweaking film
simulations, or adjusting
exposure settings re-
quires attention, pa-
tience, and a willingness
to explore. For anyone
used to quick point-and-
shoot simplicity, it can
feel overwhelming, but
the payoff is a camera
that responds exactly
how you want when you
master it.

Video capabilities are
strong as well, with high-
resolution recording and
flexible frame options,
making the X-E5 more
than just a stills camera.
While it lacks weather
sealing and the tilting
screen is a little fiddly,
these quirks are minor
compared to the versatil-
ity and image quality it
offers.

The Fujifilm X-E5 is de-
signed for photographers
who enjoy the process as
much as the final shot.
It’s not a casual accesso-
ry — it’s a companion
that challenges, inspires,
and rewards creativity.
For those ready to em-
brace its depth, it offers
an experience that is
both nostalgic and for-
ward-looking, blending
classic aesthetics with
modern performance.

In short, the X-E5 is a
camera for curious crea-
tors who want more than
snapshots — it’s a tool for
those willing to engage,
experiment, and make
each image their own.

Elon Musk vs OpenAl: The Billion Dollar Al Feud Unfolds

In what feels like a Sil-
icon Valley courtroom
drama with the stakes
dialed up to eleven, Elon
Musk and OpenAl are
headed for a full blown
legal showdown that
could redefine how tech
start ups honour their
founding promises. This
is not your typical
boardroom spat — it’s a
high profile clash be-
tween one of the world’s
most controversial bil-
lionaires and one of the
most influential artifi-
cial intelligence labs on
Earth.

At the heart of the
dispute is a claim that
sounds almost Shake-
spearean in scale: Musk
alleges that OpenAl, the
organisation he helped
co found and bankroll in
its earliest days, aban-
doned its nonprofit mis-
sion and misled him as
it morphed into a for
profit powerhouse. Ac-
cording to the lawsuit,
Musk donated about $38
million in seed funding
and played a crucial role
in recruiting talent and
lending credibility to
the fledgling project.
But as OpenAl’s valua-
tion skyrocketed — bol-

stered by deals with Mi-
crosoft and a massive
pivot toward commer-
cialisation — Musk ar-
gues he was shortch-
anged and defrauded
out of his rightful share
of the gains. He’s seek-
ing up to $134 billion in
damages from both Ope-
nAI and Microsoft, cit-
ing what he calls
“wrongful gains” made

from his early support.
The newly unsealed
court documents are re-
vealing bits of the story
that feel more like legal
thriller material than
tech policy debate.
Among the trove are di-
ary entries and internal
communications sug-
gesting that OpenAI’s
leadership had explored
profit oriented paths

long before the formal
transition. These docu-
ments, now part of
public filings, have be-
come a central battle-
ground in the case —
and fuel for Musk’s
claim that the nonprof-
it promise was never
truly honoured.
OpenAl, for its part,
has vigorously rejected
the allegations, calling

many of Musk’s claims
unfounded and accusing
him of motive driven
theatrics aimed at hin-
dering their work. In
public responses and
court filings, OpenAl
emphasises that the
transformation into a
for profit public benefit
corporation was neces-
sary to secure invest-
ment and scale AI re-
search responsibly.

The feud has spilled
out into public view be-
yond the courtroom.
Musk has taken to so-
cial media with taunts
and warnings directed
at OpenAI’s CEO, fuel-
ling speculation about
what dramatic disclo-
sures the trial might
unearth.

A jury trial is now
slated for April 2026,
and both sides are dig-
ging in. Whether this le-
gal face off will settle
questions about AI’s fu-
ture, nonprofit integri-
ty, or billion dollar valu-
ations remains to be
seen — but one thing’s
clear: the clash between
Musk and OpenAl has
become one of the tech
world’s most riveting sa-
gas in recent memory.

Apple’s Foldable iPhone: The Phone That Just Might Finally Bend

In the gadget world,
every new iPhone launch
feels like a festival — but
whisper it softly: Apple’s
first foldable iPhone
might be the event that
actually turns heads. Af-
ter years of sketches, ru-
mours and “maybe some-
day” headlines, the
Cupertino giant’s bid to
enter the foldable smart-
phone arena is now clos-
er than ever.

For those tired of tradi-
tional slabs of glass, the
foldable iPhone promises
a “book style” experi-
ence: a device that feels
like an everyday phone
when closed but opens up
into a tablet like screen
for movies, multitasking,
or showing off that per-
fect meme collage. Early
hints suggest it won’t
have a square, narrow
format, but instead lean
into a broader display
reminiscent of a small
tablet, making apps look
less “squished” and more
at home.

One of the wildest
parts of this story is the
hinge. Apple seems to be
obsessed with it — not
just any hinge, but one

forged from sophisticated
materials like titanium
and even a liquid metal
alloy. The goal? A folding
mechanism that’s sturdy,
sleek and maybe even
crease light, solving a
problem that has plagued
many foldables so far. En-

Reality

gineers appear to be
wrestling with this part
harder than a suspense
novelist struggling with
the final chapter.

Inside, the internal
screen could be nearly 8
inches diagonally — com-
fortably bigger than

many existing phones
but still pocketable when
folded. The outer screen
is expected to be slightly
over five inches, familiar
enough that many won’t
feellost when using it one
handed. Most intriguing-
1y, Apple might ditch Face

ID on this model in fa-
vour of a side mounted
Touch ID sensor, a nod to
practicality over face
scanning flair.

Rumours about camer-
as and battery life are
equally tantalising. Ex-
pect dual 48 megapixel
rear shooters with strong
imaging credentials, and
whispers even suggest
this foldable could pack
one of the largest batter-
ies ever seen in an iP-
hone. That could mean
real all day use — some-
thing foldables often
struggle with under
heavy multitasking.

Timing is part of the
suspense. Industry specu-
lators point to a 2026 de-
but, possibly alongside
Apple’s next flagship
lineup. But there’s chat-
ter that Apple continues
to tinker with the design,
nudging expectations to-
ward 2027 if perfection
takes longer.

Whether it’s a game
changer or just a very
stylish flex, one thing is
certain: when Apple fi-
nally folds, the tech world
will be watching — and
maybe holding its breath.
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Zaheer Khan and Ajinkya Rahane Question Ravindra
Jadeja’s ODI Role Amid Recent Struggles

A fresh debate has sur-
faced in Indian cricket cir-
cles over the role and effec-
tiveness of senior all
rounder Ravindra Jadeja
in the One Day Interna-
tional (ODI) format, as for-
mer players Zaheer Khan
and Ajinkya Rahane pub-
licly questioned whether
Jadeja’s contributions
with the ball remain im-
pactful enough to justify a
regular place in the team.

The discussion has
gained traction following
Jadeja’s recent perfor-
mances in the ODI series
against New Zealand,
where he failed to take a
wicket and did not bowl
his full quota of 10 overs in
any match. Jadeja’s sub-
dued outputs in those
games — including con-
ceding significant runs
without penetrating the
opposition batting —
prompted scrutiny of
whether his bowling has
declined at a time when
conditions increasingly
demand attacking intent.

Zaheer Khan, a veteran
of India’s fast bowling
ranks, pointed out that
modern ODI cricket re-
quires bowlers to do more
than just contain runs in
the middle overs. Accord-
ing to him, bowlers must
also pose a genuine threat
to take wickets and shift
momentum. He stressed
that while Jadeja remains
a skilled operator, the

evolving nature of limited
overs cricket means mere
containment is no longer
sufficient.

Echoing a similar senti-
ment, Ajinkya Rahane
highlighted that Jadeja
has become somewhat pre-
dictable in his bowling pat-
terns, particularly on flat-
ter surfaces where
traditional spinners must
vary pace and angle to re-
main effective. Rahane
contrasted Jadeja’s style
with that of Axar Patel,
who he believes brings

E

more variation and unpre-
dictability with the ball —
traits that can disrupt bat-
ting rhythms in ODIs.
Rahane also suggested
that players must continu-
ously adapt their games to
changing conditions, im-
plying that Jadeja may
need to evolve further to
maintain his appeal in the
50 over format.

The debate takes on add-
ed significance as India
prepares for upcoming
white ball assignments
and looks ahead to the 2027

ODI World Cup. Jadeja’s
legendary status as a mul-
ti format performer and
his contributions with bat,
ball and in the field cannot
be understated, but critics
argue that recent returns
in ODIs have not matched
his extensive reputation.
Fans and pundits alike are
now closely watching
whether India’s manage-
ment will continue to rely
on the seasoned all
rounder or seek greater
balance by favouring
players with sharper at-

tacking credentials.

For his part, Jadeja re-
tains strong backing from
teammates and supporters
who believe his experience
and cricketing acumen re-
main assets, especially in
high pressure situations.
Still, the questions raised
by Zaheer and Rahane un-
derscore a broader con-
versation about how In-
dia optimises its squad
composition in a fiercely
competitive format where
aggression and variation
are at a premium.

IND vs NZ 3rd ODI: Arshdeep Singh Strikes Early, Sparks Debate Over

In a thrilling start to the
third and final ODI be-
tween India and New Zea-
land in Indore on Sunday;,
left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh made an immediate
impact on his return to
the Indian XI, igniting dis-
cussions over head coach
Gautam Gambhir’s earli-
er team selections.

With the ODI series tied
1 1, India made a single
change to the squad for
the decider, bringing back
Arshdeep in place of
Prasidh Krishna. After
winning the toss and opt-
ing to bowl, captain Shub-
man Gill handed Arsh-
deep the new ball — a
move that paid dividends
instantly. On the fourth
delivery of his very first
over, Arshdeep bowled
Henry Nicholls through
the gate, sending the ex-
perienced Kiwi opener
back to the pavilion and
giving India a crucial
early breakthrough.

Arshdeep’s immediate
success highlighted his
skill in swinging the new
ball and brought attention
to the broader debate
around selection deci-
sions. Fans and cricket

pundits quickly took to so-
cial media to express their
frustration at Gambhir
for previously leaving the
pacer out of the ODI XI.
Many argued that Arsh-
deep’s ability to strike
early had been evident in
past performances, and
his exclusion in the first
two matches was
unjustified.

Team Selection

Some posts described
the omission as “shame-
ful,” noting that consist-
ent performers deserve a
regular place in the squad.
Former players and ex-
perts also joined the con-
versation, pointing out
that bowlers often face
more competition to se-
cure spots compared to
batters, and that overlook-

-

ing an in-form bowler can
be costly in key matches.
The debate underscored
the intense scrutiny Indi-
an cricket faces, where
every selection decision is
analyzed and critiqued by
millions.

For India, Arshdeep’s
return has been a timely
boost. His early dismissal
of atop-order batsman set

the tone for the bowling
attack and gave the team
an advantage in condi-
tions that favored swing.
New Zealand, chasing
consistency at the top of
their order, faced immedi-
ate pressure, and Arsh-
deep’s disciplined line
and length tested their
technique.

Beyond the on-field per-
formance, this episode
emphasizes the impor-
tance of clear selection
policies and consistent op-
portunities for players. As
the series decider unfold-
ed, it became evident that
Arshdeep’s inclusion was
not just a tactical move
but a statement on trust-
ing in-form talent. With
future international tour-
naments on the horizon,
how India balances team
selection, player form,
and experience will re-
main a key talking point
for fans, analysts, and
management alike.

Arshdeep Singh’s fiery
return may have settled
the debate temporarily on
the field, but the discus-
sion about selection fair-
ness and strategy is far
from over.

RCB Continue Winning Streak, Defeat DC

Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) extended
their impressive run in the
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) 2026, securing their
fourth consecutive victory
with a comprehensive
eight-wicket win over Del-
hi Capitals (DC) at the DY
Patil Sports Academy in
Navi Mumbai on Saturday.
The win solidifies RCB’s
position at the top of the
league standings and dem-
onstrates their dominance
in the early stages of the
tournament.

Chasing a target of 167
set by DC, RCB faced an
early setback as opener
Grace Harris was dis-
missed for just 1 by DC’s
experienced bowler Mari-
zanne Kapp. However,
skipper Smriti Mandhana
took charge with authori-
ty, crafting a brilliant in-
nings of 96 runs off 61
balls. Her knock featured
13 fours and three sixes,
anchoring RCB’s chase
and providing the perfect
platform for the team’s
middle order.

Mandhana found cru-

Wickets in WPL 2026

cial support from Georgia
Voll, who remained un-
beaten on 54 off 42 deliv-
eries. Together, the duo
compiled a 142-run part-
nership, effectively put-
ting the game out of DC’s
reach. RCB sealed the vic-
tory with 10 balls to spare,
maintaining their unbeat-
en streak in the
tournament.

Earlier, DC’s batting
struggled against disci-
plined bowling from RCB.
The Capitals were restrict-
ed to 166 in their 20 overs,
with the scoreboard read-
ing 74/6 at one point.
South African opener Sha-
fali Verma top-scored with
a resilient 62 off 41 balls,
while Lucy Hamilton add-
ed a valuable 36. Despite

these efforts, DC’s innings
lacked the momentum
needed to set a challenging
target.

For RCB, the bowling at-
tack was instrumental in
dismantling DC’s lineup.
Lauren Bell and Sayali
Satghare shone with the
ball, each claiming three
wickets, effectively chok-
ing DC’s top and middle

by Eight

order. Once RCB’s batters
settled, the Capitals strug-
gled to create pressure,
leaving them with limited
options to turn the game
around.

The win underscores
RCB’s balance as a team,
combining solid leader-
ship, aggressive batting,
and disciplined bowling.
Smriti Mandhana’s perfor-
mance once again high-
lighted her crucial role,
both as a batter and as a
guiding force for the team.
Meanwhile, Delhi Capitals
remain at the lower end of
the points table, facing a
challenge to recover form
in the upcoming matches.

With momentum firmly
on their side, RCB look
well-positioned to chal-
lenge for the WPL 2026 ti-
tle. Their consistent per-
formances and confidence
at this stage make them a
formidable opponent for
the remaining teams,
and fans will eagerly
watch to see if they can
sustain this level of ex-
cellence throughout the
tournament.
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Virat Kohli’s Playful Push on Daryl
Mitchell Becomes Viral Highlight
of IND vs NZ 3rd ODI

In a light-hearted moment that
stole attention during the third and
final ODI between India and New
Zealand in Indore on Sunday, Indi-
an batting star Virat Kohli was seen
playfully nudging New Zealand bat-
ter Daryl Mitchell off the ground as
the visiting player walked back to
the pavilion. The incident quickly
went viral on social media, adding
a humorous highlight to an other-
wise tense match.

The playful exchange came at the
conclusion of Mitchell’s remarka-
ble innings. He scored a brilliant
137 runs off 131 balls, striking 15
fours and three sixes. His com-
manding performance helped New
Zealand post a challenging total of
337 for eight in their 50 overs, leav-
ing India with a steep target to
chase.

As Mitchell walked off after be-
ing dismissed by Mohammed Siraj
in the 45th over, cameras captured
Kohli standing near the boundary
ropes. In a moment of friendly
sportsmanship, Kohli lightly
pushed Mitchell toward the dress-
ing room exit while both shared
smiles. Fans and cricket analysts
interpreted the gesture as light-
hearted banter between two experi-
enced competitors, acknowledging
Mitchell’s dominant innings.

The video of the incident spread
rapidly online, with fans praising
the playful side of Kohli, who is of-
ten known for his intense focus and
competitive spirit on the field. Com-

mentators noted that the moment
showcased Kohli’s personality be-
yond his batting prowess, remind-
ing viewers that even elite athletes
enjoy moments of humor and ca-
maraderie during matches.

Despite India’s spirited efforts
with the bat later in the game,
Mitchell’s century and a significant
partnership with teammate Glenn
Phillips, who also scored a century,
ensured New Zealand maintained a
strong position. The interaction be-
tween Kohli and Mitchell highlight-
ed that mutual respect and sports-
manship remain integral to the
spirit of international cricket, even
in fiercely contested matches.

Fans responded to the incident
with amusement and admiration,
emphasizing that such unscripted
moments enrich the cricketing ex-
perience. The playful push became
a talking point alongside the on-
field action, proving that cricket’s
charm extends beyond runs, wick-
ets, and statistics. Moments like
these offer a glimpse into the per-
sonalities behind the helmets,
showing that humor and camarade-
rie can shine even in high-stakes
international games.

As India and New Zealand look
ahead to future encounters, this vi-
ral exchange will likely be remem-
bered as a light-hearted highlight
of the series, demonstrating that
sportsmanship and fun remain a
part of the game’s enduring
appeal.

Tata Steel Masters 2026: Arjun Erigaisi
Wins, Gukesh Draws in Exciting
Opening Round
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The Tata Steel Masters 2026 chess
tournament in Wijk aan Zee, Neth-
erlands, began with thrilling action
for India’s top grandmasters, as Ar-
jun Erigaisi claimed a convincing
victory over compatriot R Pragg-
nanandhaa, while reigning World
Champion D Gukesh fought to a
hard-earned draw against Uzbeki-
stan’s Javokhir Sindarov.

Erigaisi, the top seed of the event,
showcased his tactical acumen and
preparation in his clash with Prag-
gnanandhaa. Playing the Queen’s
Gambit Accepted, Erigaisi capital-
ized on an early middlegame error
when Praggnanandhaa’s king be-
came exposed in the center. Erigai-
si’s precise calculation allowed him
to mount a decisive attack, forcing a
resignation after 32 moves. The win
provided Erigaisi with a strong
start and positioned him among the
early leaders in the tournament
standings.

Meanwhile, Gukesh was involved
in a much longer battle against
Sindarov. Opting for the Queen’s
Gambit Declined, Gukesh navigated
complex middlegame tactics and
even attempted a bold queen sacri-
fice to seize the initiative. However,
Sindarov’s resourceful defense neu-
tralized the threat, and after 78
moves, neither player could force a
victory, resulting in a well-earned
draw. Gukesh’s performance high-
lighted his resilience and strategic
depth, keeping him firmly in con-

tention as the tournament

progresses.

Other first-round action also pro-
duced notable results. American
grandmaster Hans Moke Niemann
recorded a solid win by capitalizing
on a tactical blunder from his oppo-
nent, while German prodigy Vin-
cent Keymer defeated Dutch star
Anish Giri, joining Erigaisi and
Niemann as early leaders with full
points. Indian grandmaster Aravin-
dh Chithambaram drew his encoun-
ter with Germany’s Matthias Blue-
baum, and several other games
ended in draws, adding depth and
intrigue to the opening round.

The Tata Steel Masters, known as
one of the most prestigious and
long-standing elite chess tourna-
ments in the world, continues to at-
tract top players globally. With Eri-
gaisi’s win and Gukesh'’s resilient
draw, India’s grandmasters have
made a strong impression in the
tournament’s opening stage. Fans
and analysts are now keenly watch-
ing how the Indian contingent
builds momentum in the upcoming
rounds against some of the world’s
strongest competitors.

As the tournament progresses,
the spotlight will remain on Erigai-
si and Gukesh, who are expected to
be key contenders. Their opening-
round performances have set the
tone for a competitive event, prom-
ising exciting games and high-level
strategy in the rounds to come.
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Rashmika Mandanna Overwhelmed
by Love from Japanese Fans During
Pushpa 2 Promo

Telugu and pan-Indian
star Rashmika Mandan-
na found herself deeply
moved by an outpouring
of affection from fans in
Japan while promoting
the international release
of Pushpa 2: The Rule.
The actress, who traveled
to Tokyo with her Pushpa
2 co-star Allu Arjun, was
inundated with heart-
warming letters and gifts
from admirers during
her brief stay in the
country.

The 29-year-old actor
took to her social media
to share a poignant mo-
ment from the trip, post-
ing images of herself
surrounded by the hand-
written notes and
thoughtful presents she
received from Japanese
fans. Rashmika de-
scribed the experience as
“so so s0o000 whole-
some,” revealing that
even in a short one-day
visit, the enthusiastic re-
ception moved her to
tears. She shared that
she carefully brought all
the gifts and letters back
home, cherishing each
one as a symbol of the
love and support from

her international
audience.

Rashmika’s heartfelt
message expressed pro-
found gratitude, saying
she was overwhelmed by
the genuine affection
shown by admirers who
had gathered to catch a
glimpse of her during
promotional events. The
warmth went far beyond
typical celebrity greet-
ings — many fans wrote
personal notes that
touched the actress deep-
ly, prompting her to re-
spond with sincerity and
emotion.

In her post, Rashmika
also made a special prom-
ise to her Japanese sup-
porters. She assured
them that she plans to re-
turn to Japan for alonger
visit next time, so she can
spend more quality time
with her fans and im-
merse herself further in
their culture. In a delight-
ful and humble gesture,
she even said she intends
tolearn more of the Japa-
nese language before her
next visit, highlighting
her eagerness to connect
more meaningfully with
her growing fanbase

tions

overseas.
During the promotion-
al stint in Tokyo, Rash-
mika and Allu Arjun took
part in special events cel-
ebrating the January re-
lease of Pushpa 2 in Japa-
nese theatres. The film’s
reception in Japan has
signaled a growing appre-
ciation for Telugu cinema
on the global stage, with
audiences turning out en-
thusiastically to cele-
brate the blockbuster
along with its stars. Fans
at the event were seen
recreating iconic poses
from the film and greet-
ing the actors with
boundless energy.
Rashmika’s experience
stands as a reflection of
how Indian cinema’s
reach continues to ex-
pand, with heartfelt fan
interactions serving as
powerful reminders of
the emotional bond art-
ists share with audiences
around the world. The
overwhelming response
in Japan has clearly left
an unforgettable impres-
sion on the actress, who
returns home grateful
and inspired by the global
love she has received.

Eros International Seeks 384 Crore
in Legal Dispute Over Tere Ishk Mein

Mumbai — Bollywood
has been drawn into a
high-profile legal battle
as Eros International
Media Limited has filed a
suit seeking 84 crore in
damages over the film
Tere Ishk Mein. The case,
filed in the Bombay High
Court, has sparked wide-
spread discussion in the
film industry, bringing
intellectual property
rights and promotional
ethics into sharp focus.

The dispute centres on
allegations that Tere
Ishk Mein, directed by
Aanand L. Rai and star-
ring Dhanush and Kriti
Sanon, was promoted as
a “spiritual sequel” to
the 2013 blockbuster
Raanjhanaa, a film pro-
duced by Eros. The pro-
duction house claims
that this positioning un-
fairly leveraged the pop-
ularity, goodwill, and
legacy of Raanjhanaa
without obtaining prior
consent or legal
authorisation.

In its petition, Eros has
asserted exclusive own-
ership over all intellec-
tual property associated
with Raanjhanaa, includ-
ing copyrights, trade-

marks, sequel rights, and
character associations.
The company alleges
that promotional materi-
als for Tere Ishk Mein
created a misleading con-
nection between the two
films, causing confusion
among audiences and re-
sulting in commercial
exploitation of its intel-
lectual assets.

The lawsuit names sev-
eral parties, including
director Aanand L. Rai,
his production company,
music label partners,
and entities associated
with the film’s distribu-
tion and digital release.
Eros has also stated that
it had issued prior legal
notices objecting to the
film’s marketing strate-
gy, but claims those con-
cerns were not adequate-
ly addressed.

While Tere Ishk Mein
performed reasonably
well at the box office and
received attention for its
emotional narrative and
performances, the legal
action has now placed
the film under scrutiny
beyond its cinematic
merits. Industry observ-
ers believe the case could
have wider implications,

especially at a time when
filmmakers increasingly
rely on brand recall, cin-
ematic universes, and
thematic continuations
to attract audiences.

Legal experts note that
the outcome of this case
may help define clearer
boundaries between cre-
ative inspiration and in-
tellectual property in-
fringement. It could also
influence how filmmak-
ers describe and promote
films that share thematic
or emotional similarities
with earlier works.

So far, the makers of
Tere Ishk Mein have not
issued a detailed public
response to the allega-
tions. The matter is ex-
pected to proceed
through further hear-
ings, with the industry
closely watching
developments.

As Bollywood contin-
ues to evolve into a more
legally conscious and
globally connected in-
dustry, this dispute
serves as a reminder of
the growing importance
of intellectual property
protection and transpar-
ent marketing practices
in Indian cinema.
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Nandamuri Family and Film Fraternity Pay Grand Tributes
to Legendary NTR on 30th Vardhanthi

The 30th Vardhanthi
of legendary actor, poli-
tician, and cultural icon
Nandamuri Taraka
Rama Rao (NTR) was
commemorated with
heartfelt tributes at the
NTR statue in Film Na-
gar. Members of the Nan-
damuri family, film in-
dustry stalwarts,
political leaders, and
thousands of fans gath-
ered to honor the man
who reshaped Telugu
cinema and championed
the pride of the Telugu
people.

The statue of NTR was
adorned with elaborate
garlands as admirers
paid homage to the
“Viswa Vikhyatha Nata
Sarvabhouma.” Veteran
actor and film personal-
ity Kaja Surya Narayana
remarked, “NTR garu is
number one in the his-
tory of Telugu cinema.
Alongside ANR, he is one
of the two eyes of our
film industry. His politi-
cal and cinematic contri-
butions paved the way
for countless individuals
to achieve success.” He
further expressed his
wish for a statue of AKk-
kineni Nageswara Rao to
honor the other pillar of
Telugu cinema.

Social activist Madala

Ravi highlighted NTR’s
enduring influence, stat-
ing, “He elevated the
pride of the Telugu race
globally. He deserves the
Bharat Ratna, and it is
our responsibility to
work collectively to-
wards that recognition.”

Writer Paruchuri Go-
palakrishna recalled
NTR’s rise to legendary
status, citing the iconic
dialogue from Mana De-
sam. “Even after three
decades, Annagaru feels
alive among us. His pres-
ence is felt in every cor-
ner of our cinema and
culture,” he said.

Director Tammareddy
Bharadwaja reflected on
NTR’s selfless dedica-
tion, saying, “He lived
without selfishness and
experimented with every
role and story in cinema.
Remembering him only
on anniversaries is in-
sufficient; we must strive
to follow his ideals in
both cinema and politics
to truly honor his
legacy.”

Actor Prasanna Ku-
mar emphasized NTR’s
inspirational journey,
calling him “a training
ground for actors and a
beacon for political lead-
ers. He showcased the
valour and pride of Telu-

gu people to the world.”
Director YVS Chowdary
added, “Statues remind
future generations of
our heroes. NTR rose to
the pinnacle of cinema
with dedication and hard
work, earning global rec-
ognition for the Telugu
race.”

Family members, in-
cluding Nandamuri
Janakiram’s wife Deepi-
ka and Mohana Roop,
also participated, shar-
ing cherished memories
of NTR’s warmth and
guidance.

The event served as a
powerful reminder of

NTR’s timeless legacy,
reflecting his unparal-
leled impact on cinema,
politics, and the hearts
of Telugu people. His
ideals and achievements
continue to inspire gen-
erations, cementing his
place as a true icon of
Telugu culture.

Akhil Akkineni’s Century Powers Telugu Warriors to Thrilling CCL
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Actor Akhil Akkineni
delivered a sensational
performance with the

i ~d N 4 FRRm €11
-

bat to lead the Telugu
Warriors to a command-
ing win in the Celebrity

2026 Victory

Cricket League (CCL)
2026. In a match that had
fans on the edge of their
seats at the ACA-VDCA
International Stadium,
Akhil smashed a scintil-
lating century to guide
his team to a 52-run vic-
tory over the defending
champions, Punjab De
Sher, in the highly antic-
ipated league clash.
After winning the toss,
the Telugu Warriors
elected to bat first and
set a challenging target.
Akhil, captaining his
side with both confi-
dence and flair, took
charge from the outset.
He put on a spectacular
batting display, scoring
101 runs off just 56 balls
with an impressive ar-
ray of boundaries and
sixes. His aggressive yet
calculated innings punc-
tuated an opening part-
nership with teammate
Ashwin Babu, who con-
tributed a solid 60 runs.
Together, the pair laid
the foundation for the
Warriors’ formidable to-
tal, propelling the team

to 184 for four in their al-
lotted 20 overs.

Akhil’s century was
the first in this season’s
CCL and instantly be-
came the defining mo-
ment of the match. His
commanding presence at
the crease not only elec-
trified the crowd but also
gave the Warriors a psy-
chological edge heading
into the run chase.
Throughout his knock,
he displayed a remarka-
ble blend of precision
and power, thrilling fans
and onlookers alike with
his batting prowess.

Chasing 185, Punjab
De Sher struggled to
build momentum
against disciplined bowl-
ing and sharp fielding
from the Warriors. De-
spite a determined fifty
from their own batter,
the visitors could not
sustain their challenge.
Regular breakthroughs
from the Telugu Warri-
ors’ bowlers eventually
restricted Punjab De
Sher to 132 all out in 18.2
overs, handing the home

side a convincing 52-run
triumph.

The win marked a sig-
nificant moment for the
Telugu Warriors in the
2026 league stage, espe-
cially against a team
that entered the tourna-
ment as defending cham-
pions. Akhil Akkineni’s
leadership — both as
captain and with the bat
— was widely praised by
teammates, fellow play-
ers, and spectators, with
many hailing the in-
nings as one of the most
memorable performanc-
es of the season.

As the CCL 2026 pro-
gresses, the Telugu War-
riors will look to build
on this strong start,
buoyed by Akhil’s
match-winning century
and the team’s all-
around performance.
With the tournament
promising even more ex-
citement, cricket and
cinema fans alike will
be eagerly watching to
see how the Warriors
fare in their upcoming
fixtures.

Chiranjeevi’'s MSG Breaks Even in Just Six Days, Becomes a Box
Office Sensation

Hyderabad, January 18, 2026

Megastar Chiranjeevi
has once again proven
his box office domi-
nance with his latest re-
lease, Mana Shankara
Vara Prasad Garu
(MSG), which has im-
pressively broken even
within just six days of
its release. Released
during the festive
Sankranti season, the
film has drawn massive
crowds to theatres
across India and over-
seas, marking a major
success early in its
run.

Directed by Anil
Ravipudi and produced
under the Shine
Screens banner, MSG is
being hailed as a fami-
ly entertainer that
combines Chiranjee-
vi’s star power with
heartfelt storytelling.
Fans have flocked to
cinemas, resulting in
record-breaking ticket
sales, while the movie’s
strong word-of-mouth
has ensured consistent-
ly high footfalls across
multiplexes and single-
screen theatres alike.

Within the first six
days, the film has re-
portedly grossed over

260 crore worldwide,
surpassing expecta-
tions for even the big-
gest star-driven films.
Industry insiders note
that the movie’s festive
release and family-cen-
tric appeal played a cru-
cial role in its rapid box
office recovery, helping
it recover production
costs in record time.

MSG has also per-
formed exceptionally
well in overseas mar-
kets, with North
America emerging as
a major contributor to
the film’s early suc-
cess. The film’s ap-
peal among global au-
diences has reinforced
Chiranjeevi’s stature
as a pan-Indian super-
star and demonstrat-
ed the growing influ-
ence of Telugu cinema
internationally.

In addition to finan-
cial milestones, MSG
has created waves in
terms of audience en-
gagement. The film re-
portedly outperformed
the lifetime ticket book-
ings of other major re-
leases, highlighting the
massive enthusiasm
surrounding Chiranjee-
vi’s new outing. Fans

have lauded the actor
for his electrifying per-
formance and the film’s
emotional storytelling,
while critics have
praised its blend of en-
tertainment, drama,
and festive charm.

Trade analysts pre-
dict that if the current
momentum continues,
MSG could soon cross
the 2300 crore mark, ce-
menting its place as
one of the biggest hits
in Chiranjeevi’s illus-
trious career. The
film’s early success has
not only delighted fans
but also sent a strong
signal to the Telugu
film industry about the
continued drawing
power of megastar-led
releases.

As MSG continues its
run in theatres, it
stands as a testament
to Chiranjeevi’s endur-
ing popularity and his
ability to connect with
audiences across gen-
erations. With a combi-
nation of strong per-
formances, festive
timing, and family-
friendly storytelling,
MSG is shaping up to
be a defining cinematic
event of 2026.
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