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Second Phase of Indiramma Housing Scheme to Begin from April

TPN Bureau |
December 27

edulapuram:
Telangana Reve-
nue, Housing and
Information Min-
ister Ponguleti Sriniva-
sa Reddy on Saturday
reaffirmed that ensur-
ing a permanent house
for every eligible poor
family remains a key
priority of the state gov-
ernment. Addressing a
public gathering in
Yedulapuram munici-
pality, the Minister an-
nounced that the sec-
ond phase of the
Indiramma Housing
Scheme will be
launched from April
next year.

The Minister laid the
foundation stone for the
Khammam Rural Man-
dal Integrated Govern-
ment Offices Complex,
which will be con-
structed at an estimat-
ed cost of 45 crore near
Warangal Cross Road
and Taruni Hut within
the Yedulapuram mu-
nicipal limits. Speaking
on the occasion, he said
the government is com-
mitted to strengthening
administrative infra-
structure and bringing
public services closer to
citizens through effec-
tive and transparent
governance.

Referring to the In-
diramma Housing
Scheme, Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy said
that beneficiary selec-
tion is being carried out
strictly on the basis of
eligibility, unlike in the
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past when welfare
schemes were allegedly
influenced by political
considerations. He in-
formed that 530 houses
have already been sanc-
tioned to Yedulapuram
municipality and stated
that the second phase
of allotments would be-
gin from April in a
large-scale and organ-
ised manner.

The Minister stressed
that financial assis-
tance for house con-
struction would be re-
leased directly into the
bank accounts of bene-
ficiaries in a phased
manner, from the foun-
dation stage to slab
completion. This sys-
tem, he said, would
eliminate the involve-
ment of middlemen
and ensure complete
transparency in fund

Next Year: Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Red

disbursal. He further
assured that over the
next three years, the
housing scheme would
cover every eligible
family that owns land
but does not have a
house. Speaking about
the Integrated Govern-
ment Offices Complex,
Ponguleti Srinivasa
Reddy said the project
would significantly im-
prove administrative
efficiency and public
convenience. At pre-
sent, nearly 19 govern-
ment offices are func-
tioning from different
locations, forcing citi-
zens to travel frequent-
ly for various services.
Once completed, the
new complex will house
all these offices under
one roof, saving time,
money, and effort for
the public. He directed

officials to complete the
construction on a war
footing within eight to
nine months and dedi-
cate the facility to the
people at the earliest.
Highlighting develop-
ment initiatives in
Yedulapuram munici-
pality, the Minister said
that 221 crore has al-
ready been allocated for
infrastructure and civ-
ic development works.
He expressed confi-
dence that Yedu-
lapuram would soon
emerge as one of the
model municipalities
in Telangana. Later, the
Minister distributed
Kalyana Lakshmi and
Shaadi Mubarak
cheques to 129 benefi-
ciaries from Khammam
Rural and Yedulapuram
municipal areas. He de-
scribed the schemes as

dy

T TU Ty

amajor support system
for economically weak-
er families and said
they play a crucial role
in assisting the mar-
riages of poor girls.

The programme was
attended by District Col-
lector Anudeep Durishet-
ty, State Warehousing
Corporation Chairman
Rayala Nageswara Rao,
Balsani Lakshmi Naray-
ana, Maddineni Baby
Swarna Kumari, officials
from various depart-
ments, Congress party
leaders, workers, and a
large number of local
residents.

The event reflected the
state government’s con-
tinued focus on welfare-
oriented governance, in-
frastructure
development,and trans-
parent delivery of public
services.

Adivasis Should Focus on Education for Holistic
Development: Minister Jupally Krishna Rao

TPN Bureau |

December 27:

dilabad: Tel-
angana Pro-
hibition and
Excise, Tour-

ism, Culture and Archae-
ology Minister and Adil-
abad District In-charge
Minister Jupally Krish-
na Rao on Saturday
urged Adivasi communi-
ties to prioritise educa-
tion as the key to overall
development. He assured
that the government
would extend full sup-
port for the welfare and
progress of tribal com-
munities across the
district.

The Minister partici-
pated in a blanket distri-
bution programme or-
ganised under the
“Police Mee Kosam” ini-
tiative at Kummarigutta
village in Utnoor man-
dal. The programme was
conducted under the su-
pervision of the district
police, during which
1,000 blankets were dis-
tributed to Adivasi fami-
lies in view of the severe
winter conditions. The
blankets were provided
through Agarwal Seva
Trust. Upon arrival,
Minister Jupally Krish-
na Rao, local MLA Ved-
ma Bojju Patel, and Dis-
trict Superintendent of
Police Akhil Mahajan
were given a traditional
welcome by villagers
with tribal dances and
drum performances, re-
flecting Adivasi culture
and heritage. Addressing
the gathering, the Minis-
ter stressed that educa-
tion is essential regard-
less of age and
encouraged everyone to
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attain basic literacy. He
announced that he would
personally provide free
books, pens, and other
learning material to help
individuals learn to
read, write, and sign
within a year. Emphasis-
ing exposure to the mod-
ern world, he assured
that the Tourism Depart-
ment would organise a
Hyderabad excursion for
Adivasis using 30 buses,
enabling them to visit
prominent landmarks
and the airport in a sin-
gle-day trip. The Minis-
ter also announced fi-
nancial support of 50
lakh for Adivasi develop-
ment initiatives, includ-
ing the distribution of
blankets, sports kits, and
traditional attire to pro-
mote tribal culture. As
part of youth empower-
ment, 50 volleyball kits
were distributed to en-

courage young people to
excel in sports.

He further assured
that all eligible tribal
families would receive
Indiramma houses,
along with improved
road connectivity and
uninterrupted power
supply in rural tribal ar-
eas. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Utnoor MLA Ved-
ma Bojju Patel reiterated
his commitment to en-
suring Indiramma hous-
es for all eligible benefi-
ciaries. He said
land-related issues
would be resolved in co-
ordination with forest of-
ficials and assured that
road infrastructure
would be developed in
every village.

District SP Akhil Ma-
hajan advised Adivasis
to preserve their culture
while embracing devel-
opment. He cautioned
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against superstitions
and urged villagers to
seek treatment from
qualified government or
private doctors during
medical emergencies. He
also warned against gan-
ja cultivation, traffick-
ing, and consumption,
stating that such activi-
ties are illegal and pun-
ishable by law.

Members of Agarwal
Seva Trust, including
Rajesh Agarwal, Ma-
havir, Dinesh Gupta, Go-
pal Agarwal, Uday Raj,
Gaurav Agarwal, along
with public representa-
tives and officials, par-

ticipated in the
programme.
The event reflected the

government’s commit-
ment to inclusive devel-
opment, education, and
welfare of tribal commu-
nities in Adilabad
district.

Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka Promises

Comprehensive Public Welfare in Telangana

TPN Bureau |
December 27

aleru, Adilabad
District: Deputy
Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramar-
ka Mallu on Saturday
assured that the Telan-
gana government will
meet the needs of its
people on a large scale
and ensure every pen-
ny of state resources
reaches the citizens.
Speaking at a public
event in Anant Nagar,
Paleru constituency,
following the inaugu-
ration of a 33/11 kV
sub-station and the
foundation-laying of
another sub-station
alongside Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, he highlighted
the government’s ex-
tensive welfare meas-
ures and the vision for
a people-centric
administration.

The Deputy CM stat-
ed that the previous
governments had bur-
dened the state with
Rs. 8.50 lakh crore of
debt, failing to imple-
ment welfare schemes,
while the BRS leader-
ship had created chaos
in the financial system.
“Our government’s ob-
jective is to utilize pub-
lic resources for the
people, not for looters
or political cronies,” he
emphasized.

He outlined the ar-
ray of welfare schemes
being delivered across

the state: free 200 units
of electricity per
household, subsidized
rice for daily consump-
tion, construction of
Indiramma houses
worth Rs. 5 lakh per
unit, free RTC bus ser-
vices for travel, 24-hour
electricity for farmers,
support prices plus Rs.
500 bonus for agricul-
tural produce, employ-
ment under the 100-day
work scheme, and ex-
pansion of Aarogyasri
health coverage from
Rs.51akh to Rs. 10 1akh.
“All these measures re-
flect a government that
genuinely works for
the people,” he said.

Bhatti Vikramarka
pointed out that the
people of Telangana
had responded posi-
tively to the govern-
ment’s welfare-driven
approach. In recent
Panchayat elections,
Congress-supported
candidates won with
65-70% of the vote,
demonstrating wide-
spread public approv-
al. He criticized the
previous BRS adminis-
tration led by KCR for
failing to deliver on
promises, highlighting
that even basic hous-
ing provisions like a
double-bedroom In-
diramma house were
ignored despite public
commitment.

The Deputy CM stat-
ed that under the cur-
rent government,
22,500 crore rupees are
being spent in the first

phase to construct
four-and-a-half lakh In-
diramma houses state-
wide, with bills being
disbursed weekly. He
added that a separate
Telangana state allows
resources to be fully
utilized for the people,
unlike in the past when
mismanagement and
excessive debt prevent-
ed proper welfare
implementation.

He emphasized that
Telangana is leading
the country in farmer
support schemes, with
guaranteed support
prices plus bonuses,
distribution of six kil-
ograms of subsidized
rice per person to 96
lakh families at a cost
of Rs. 13,500 crore, and
free RTC bus travel for
women, with the state
bearing Rs. 8,600 crore
annually. Over one
crore women have re-
ceived Indiramma sa-
rees, and 26,000 crore
rupees of interest-free
loans have been pro-
vided in the first year.

“Every household in
Paleru constituency
receives 200 units of
free electricity, dem-
onstrating our com-
mitment to practical,
inclusive govern-
ance,” Bhatti Vikra-
marka concluded, re-
affirming that
Telangana’s welfare
programs are de-
signed to ensure pros-
perity and equity for
all citizens.

TPN Bureau |
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yderabad: Icon-
ic star Allu Ar-
jun, who played
the lead in Suku-
mar’s blockbuster
Pushpa, is once again
in the news as a charge
sheet has been filed
against him in connec-
tion with the tragic in-
cident that occurred
during the release of
Pushpa 2. The sequel,
which released on De-
cember 5 last year, had
its premiere on Decem-
ber 4. While the film
received a pan-India
response and created
massive excitement,
the premiere at Sand-
hya Theater took a
tragic turn when a
stampede occurred due
to overcrowding.

During the stam-
pede, a female fan
named Revathi lost her
life on the spot. Her
son, Sri Tej, suffered
severe injuries and
continues to recover,
even a year after the in-
cident. At the time, po-
lice had registered a
case against Allu Ar-
jun and conducted his
temporary arrest,
highlighting the seri-
ousness of the
situation.

As part of the ongo-
ing investigation, the
Chikkadpalli police
have now filed a charge
sheet against Allu Ar-
jun, along with 23 oth-
ers, including his man-

ager and approximately
eight bouncers from
his personal staff. Po-
lice officials have clari-
fied that the stampede
occurred primarily
due to negligence on
the part of Sandhya
Theater management.
Consequently, charges
have also been filed
against the theater au-
thorities and Allu Ar-
jun’s manager.

Police stated that
Allu Arjun was includ-
ed as an accused be-
cause he visited the
theater knowing that a
large crowd of fans had
gathered, which, while
not intentional, con-
tributed to the circum-
stances of the incident.
The case, which has
been ongoing for a

year, continues to draw
public attention, and
the filing of the charge
sheet is expected to
move the legal proceed-
ings forward.

Earlier, Allu Arjun
had been arrested and
held in jail for a day, af-
ter which he was re-
leased on bail. Despite
the incident, he has
taken full responsibili-
ty for the welfare of the
injured boy, Sri Tej. Re-
ports indicate that the
actor spent approxi-
mately 3.20 crore to
cover medical and re-
habilitation expenses
for Sri Tej, demonstrat-
ing his commitment to
supporting the family
during this difficult
time. The Allu family
has been actively as-

Allu Arjun Faces Charge Sheet in
Pushpa 2 Theater Incident

sisting Sri Tej and his
family, ensuring they
receive both financial
and emotional
support.

As the legal process
unfolds, the case re-
mains under scrutiny,
and it will be closely
watched how the au-
thorities and the
courts address the ac-
countability of all par-
ties involved in the
Sandhya Theater
stampede.

This incident serves
as a reminder of the
challenges in manag-
ing large-scale pre-
mieres and the respon-
sibilities of organizers,
celebrities, and staff in
ensuring public safety
during high-profile
events.
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Chargesheet Filed in Sandhya 70mm

Theatre Stampede Case: Hyderabad Police

Hyderabad, December
27 | TPN Bureau

The Hyderabad City
Police have completed
the investigation into the
tragic stampede incident
at Sandhya 70mm Thea-
tre and filed a
chargesheet before the
Hon’ble Court on Decem-
ber 24, 2025. Commis-
sioner of Police, Hy-
derabad, Shri V.C.
Sajjanar, IPS, confirmed
on Saturday that the
probe was carried out in
a comprehensive and de-
tailed manner, establish-
ing serious lapses that
led to the incident. Ac-
cording to police offi-
cials, a total of 23 per-
sons have been
chargesheeted in con-
nection with the case. Of
them, 14 accused were
arrested during the
course of the investiga-
tion, while the remain-
ing nine accused, who
had obtained anticipato-
ry bail, were served no-
tices as per legal
procedure.

The investigation re-

vealed significant fail-
ures in planning, crowd
management, security
arrangements, and coor-
dination among various
stakeholders. These in-
cluded the theatre man-
agement, event organis-
ers, private security
personnel, and others
involved in managing
the crowd during the in-
cident. Police stated that
the lack of proper proto-
cols and coordination di-
rectly contributed to the
stampede situation.
Among those
chargesheeted are multi-
ple partners and mana-
gerial staff of Sandhya
70mm Theatre, including
its owners and manager.
The list also includes
lower balcony in-charge
staff, event organisers,
private bouncers, and
personal security
guards. Notably, cine ac-
tor Allu Arjun has been
named as Accused No.11
in the chargesheet, along
with his managers, per-
sonal security person-
nel, and individuals as-

sociated with fan
management during the
event. The accused in-
clude theatre partners
Agamati Ram Reddy
(Pedda Ram Reddy), Aga-
mati Ram Reddy (Chinna
Ram Reddy), M. Sandeep,
M. Sumeeth, and others
connected to the man-
agement of Sandhya
70mm Theatre at RTC
Cross Roads. Event or-
ganiser Talla Kiran Ku-
mar Goud, assistants,

TELANGANA

bouncers, and security
guards have also been
chargesheeted for their
roles in the incident.
Police officials empha-
sized that the investiga-
tion focused on identify-
ing responsibility at
every level, from organi-
sational planning to on-
ground execution. The
findings underscore the
importance of strict ad-
herence to safety norms,
effective crowd control

measures, and coordinat-
ed efforts during public
events to prevent such
incidents.

The Hyderabad City
Police stated that further
proceedings in the case
will continue strictly in
accordance with the law.
Authorities reiterated
their commitment to en-
suring accountability
and preventing recur-
rence of similar inci-
dents in the future.

Court Adjourns Hearing in
COVID-Era Cases Against
Minister Seethakka and MLC
Balmur Venkat to February 5

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27 | TPN Bureau

Minister for Pan-
chayat Raj, Rural De-
velopment, Women
and Child Welfare Dr.
D. Anasuya Seethak-
ka and MLC Balmur
Venkat appeared be-
fore the Nampally
People’s Representa-
tives Court on Satur-
day in connection
with cases registered
against them during
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The cases per-
tain to alleged viola-
tions of
pandemic-related re-
strictions during pro-
tests held in 2020.

As part of the pro-
ceedings, the court
conducted cross-ex-
amination and heard
arguments from both
sides. After consider-
ing the submissions,
the court adjourned
the matter and posted
the next hearing for
February 5.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the court ap-
pearance, Minister
Seethakka and MLC
Balmur Venkat al-
leged that the previ-
ous government had
foisted false and po-
litically motivated
cases against them
during the peak of the
COVID crisis. They
stated that the cases
were registered under
the pretext of viola-
tion of pandemic
norms, even though
the protests were
peaceful and conduct-
ed in adherence to the
prescribed guidelines.
The leaders clarified
that the protests were
organized to demand
the inclusion of COV-
ID-19 treatment under
the Aarogyasrihealth
scheme, with the ob-
jective of reducing the
financial burden on
poor and middle-class
families. They alleged
that instead of ad-

dressing the genuine
concerns raised by
public representa-
tives, the then govern-
ment resorted to filing
criminal cases to sup-
press democratic
dissent.

Rejecting the accu-
sations levelled
against them, they
said it was unjust to
claim that they caused
inconvenience to the
public. They main-
tained that no COVID
norms were violated
at any stage and that
their legal team clear-
ly presented these
facts before the court.
According to them,
the protest was a last
resort to bring to the
notice of the authori-
ties the hardships
faced by common peo-
ple due to the high

cost of COVID
treatment.
The leaders further

stated that the court
was informed about
the circumstances
that necessitated the
protest and the broad-
er public interest be-
hind their actions. Ex-
pressing confidence
in the judicial system,
they said they have
complete faith in the
courts and are hope-
ful that justice will
prevail.

Senior advocates
Naguluri Krishna Ku-
mar Goud, Kurma
Narendra, and S.S.
Rao appeared on be-
half of Minister
Seethakka, MLC Bal-
mur Venkat, and oth-
er leaders, and pre-
sented detailed
arguments during the
hearing.

The case, which has
drawn attention due
to its political and so-
cial context, is expect-
ed to continue in the
coming weeks as the
court takes up further
examination on the
next scheduled date.

Telangana Government Pledges Full
Support for Sports; Global Cycling Event

TPN Bureau | Hyder-
abad, December 27,
2025

Telangana Sports
Minister Vakitty Srihari
on Saturday emphasized
the state government’s
commitment to promot-
ing all forms of sports
and nurturing youth tal-
ent across Telangana.
He stated that the youth
play a crucial role in
shaping the state’s sport-
ing culture and encour-
aged them to actively
participate in various
disciplines.

Minister Srihari was
the chief guest at the
launch of the Global Cy-
cling Event — Trophy
Tour in Pune, where he
unveiled the official tro-
phies and jerseys for the
competition. Speaking
at the event, he ex-
pressed pride that India
is hosting such a prestig-
ious global event. He
congratulated the organ-
isers of the Bajaj Pune
Grand Tour, India’s first
UCI Class 2.2 interna-
tional stage cycling race,
for their innovative ef-
forts in putting the
country on the global
professional cycling

Launched in Pune
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map.

The minister high-
lighted that the event
features national and in-
ternational teams regis-
tered with the UCI,
showcasing India’s
growing presence in the
professional global road
cycling ecosystem. He
assured that the Telan-
gana government will
provide full support to
host such races in the
state in the future, help-
ing local athletes gain
international exposure.
Srihari also lauded the
Maharashtra govern-
ment for organising the
Pune Grand Tour, noting
that governments sup-
porting sports at every
level strengthens the
country’s athletic devel-
opment. He further said
that hosting such events

will help India develop
the capacity to conduct
world-class UCI-ap-
proved stage races in the
future.

Notably, over 40 coun-
tries are participating in
the Bajaj Pune Grand
Tour, which underscores
the growing interna-
tional appeal of cycling
in India.

Minister Srihari reit-
erated that Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy is
strongly committed to
promoting sports and
supporting athletes in
Telangana. He assured
that any sporting event
held in the state will re-
ceive full cooperation
and facilitation from the
government, reinforcing
Telangana’s vision of
becoming a hub for
sports excellence.

Education Consultant Arrested for Fraud in
MBBS and Engineering Seats Scam

TPN Bureau
Hyderabad, December
27: Banjara Hills police
have arrested an educa-
tion consultant, Hema
Rohith, for allegedly de-
frauding students and
their families by promis-
ing seats in MBBS and
engineering colleges.
The suspect is reported
to have collected crores
of rupees under false
pretences, assuring ad-
missions in private and
foreign institutions.
Following the arrest, a
large number of stu-
dents and parents who
claimed to have been
cheated flocked to the po-
lice station, seeking jus-
tice and expressing re-
lief at the swift action
taken by authorities. Vic-
tims allege that Hema
Rohith misled them with
fake receipts and empty
promises, assuring ad-
missions in reputed col-
leges in exchange for
hefty sums of money.
Several complaints in-
dicate that the accused
used forged documents
and false guarantees to
extract money from un-
suspecting students and

their families. In some
cases, students report-
edly paid in advance, ex-
pecting their seats to be
confirmed, only to real-
ize later that the assur-
ances were fraudulent.
Police officials con-
firmed that investiga-
tions are underway, with
the accused being inter-
rogated to identify the
full extent of the scam
and trace all involved
parties. Authorities have
urged other potential
victims to come forward,
stating that the total fi-

nancial loss may in-
crease as more people
report their cases.

The incident has
raised serious concerns
about the operations of
unauthorized education
consultants, highlight-
ing the need for students
and parents to verify cre-
dentials and avoid deal-
ing with unregistered
middlemen. The police
have assured strict ac-
tion against the accused
and are reviewing all re-
lated complaints to en-
sure justice is served.
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Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27: The Telangana
Anti-Narcotics Bu-
reau’s special ‘Eagle’
team has intensified its
investigation into drug
syndicates operating in
Hyderabad, revealing
new developments in-
volving prominent in-
dividuals. Police sourc-
es confirmed that
Amaan Preet Singh,
brother of well-known
Bollywood and Tolly-
wood actress Rakul
Preet Singh, has report-
edly gone missing fol-
lowing the recent
crackdown.

The operation was
conducted jointly with
Masabtank police, tar-
geting known drug traf-
fickers in the city. Dur-
ing the raid, two
dealers, Nitin Singha-
nia and Shranik Sing-
hvi, were apprehended
from the Troop Bazaar
area. Authorities seized
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43 grams of cocaine
and 11.5 grams of
MDMA from their pos-
session. Investigations
revealed that the ar-
rested dealers had four
regular clients, includ-
ing Amaan Preet Singh,
who was scheduled to
receive a delivery of il-
legal substances.
According to police
reports, Amaan Preet
Singh had previously
been arrested by Cy-
berabad police last year
in a similar case, where
tests confirmed cocaine
use. Following the lat-
est arrests, he report-
edly switched off his
phone and went into
hiding, evading law en-
forcement. Special
teams have been de-
ployed to trace his
whereabouts and en-
sure he is brought in
for questioning.
Authorities empha-
sized that the case un-

Telangana Anti-Narcotics ‘Eagle’

eam Intensifies Probe; Rakul Preet
Singh’s Brother Goes Missing

derscores the persis-
tent presence of
high-profile individu-
als in illegal drug net-
works and the necessi-
ty for rigorous
enforcement. The Eagle
team continues to in-
terrogate the arrested
traffickers to gather in-
formation on the sup-
ply chain and other po-
tential clients.

Police officials also
noted that additional
critical information is
expected to emerge as
investigations pro-
gress, which may lead
to further arrests. The
Telangana Anti-Narcot-
ics Bureau reiterated
its commitment to
curbing drug-related
crimes in the city and
warned that all individ-
uals involved in such
illegal activities will be
held accountable under
the law.

Congress to Hold Statewide Gandhi Poster
Protests Against Name Removal from

uarantee Scheme

Hyderabad: In pro-
test against the central
government’s decision
to remove Mahatma
Gandhi’s name from
the National Employ-

ment Guarantee
Scheme, the Telangana
Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) has
announced statewide
demonstrations tomor-
row. The party has
called on its leaders
and workers to organ-
ize village-level pro-
tests holding Gandhi
posters and images to
highlight the alleged
injustice.

TPCC President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud stat-
ed that the BJP-led
central government is
attempting to sabotage
the highly prestigious
employment guaran-
tee scheme, which was
implemented by the
Congress government
after years of struggle
and social movements.
The scheme has been a
significant source of

support and livelihood
for rural workers, pro-
viding financial stabil-
ity and job security.
“The central govern-
ment’s decision to re-
move Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s name is a blatant
attempt to undermine
a scheme that provides
assurance and suste-
nance to the poor and
rural laborers. Con-
gress activists will
make people aware of
this conspiracy and de-
fend the legacy of Gan-
dhi and the rights of
workers,” Goud said.
Following a call from
the All India Congress
Committee (AICC), the
party has already con-
ducted protests in dis-
trict headquarters, dis-
playing images of
Mahatma Gandhi and
spreading awareness
about the alleged move
to erase his contribu-
tions from the national
employment program.
Tomorrow, on the oc-
casion of National

Congress Party Foun-
dation Day, protests
will be held across Tel-
angana at Gandhi stat-
ues and public places,
with party workers
and leaders carrying
Gandhi posters to ex-
press their dissent.
Goud emphasized that
the protests should be
peaceful yet impactful,
and urged all activists
and leaders to ensure
m a X i m u m
participation.

The TPCC leader-
ship highlighted that
this initiative is not
only a protest against
the central govern-
ment but also an effort
to educate rural citi-
zens about the Con-
gress Party’s commit-
ment to social justice,
employment, and wel-
fare programs. Con-
gress workers have
been urged to coordi-
nate effectively to
make the demonstra-
tions a resounding suc-
cess across the state.
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Elect Rahul Gandhi as Prime Minister to Save Vizag Steel Plant, Urges Congress Leaders

Vijayawada, De-
cember 27, 2025:

Senior Congress lead-
er Jagga Reddy and
Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee Work-
ing President Mastan
Ali on Friday made a
strong appeal to the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh
to elect 20 Members of
Parliament from the
state in the 2029 Lok Sab-
ha elections to ensure
the protection of the Vi-
sakhapatnam Steel
Plant (VSP). Addressing
a media conference in
Vijayawada, the leaders
said saving the Vizag
Steel Plant was crucial
for safeguarding Andhra
Pradesh’s economic fu-
ture and self-respect.

Raising the slogan
“Visakha Ukku...
Andhrula Hakku” (Vi-
zag Steel is the right of
Andhra people), the
leaders said the steel
plant is not just an in-
dustrial unit but a sym-
bol of the historic strug-
gle and sacrifice of the
people of Andhra
Pradesh. They recalled
that the Vizag Steel
movement played a sig-
nificant role in shaping
several leaders, includ-
ing former Vice Presi-
dent M. Venkaiah Naidu,

who rose to national
prominence through the
agitation.

Jagga Reddy stated
that the steel plant,
which was initiated by
former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi with an
investment of 14,000
crore, has today grown
into a national asset val-
ued at nearly 2.50 lakh
crore. He alleged that the
Narendra Modi-led Cen-
tral government has set
its sights on this valua-
ble public sector unit
and is attempting to pri-
vatise it with “malicious
intent” by handing it
over to private
corporates.

The Congress leaders
strongly criticised both
former Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
and current Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, stating that both
leaders had failed to pro-
tect the steel plant de-
spite being in power at
different times. They
also referred to Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan’s visit to Vi-
sakhapatnam, where he
met steel plant workers,
but said the visit yielded
no concrete results.

“Despite having so
many leaders and politi-
cal parties in Andhra

Pradesh, are we unable
to save the steel plant?”
Jagga Reddy questioned.
He demanded that MPs
belonging to the YSRCP,

TDP, and Jana Sena
should rise above party
lines and fight unitedly
to protect the steel plant.

Reiterating the Con-

gress party’s role in ful-
filling its commitments,
Jagga Reddy said that
despite knowing it
would politically suffer

in both states, the Con-
gress honoured its word
and carried out the bi-
furcation of Andhra
Pradesh. “The Congress

keeps its promises. Now,
we will also keep our
word by saving the Vizag
Steel Plant,” he asserted.
He appealed to the peo-

ple to ensure the election
of 20 Congress MPs from
Andhra Pradesh in 2029,
stating that Rahul Gan-
dhi would become Prime
Minister and immedi-
ately halt the privatisa-
tion of the steel plant.
Jagga Reddy also re-
called that he was the
only leader who openly
opposed the state bifur-
cation at the time, as-
serting that this gave
him the moral right to
speak on Andhra
Pradesh’s issues.

Clarifying his stand,
he said he believes in
value-based politics and
wants both Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
to develop together. Tak-
ing a dig at political cul-
ture, he said Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy
would never indulge in
“casual politics,” unlike
leaders who maintain
personal camaraderie
while failing the public.
“My wish is that both
states prosper and their
people live with dignity;”
he added.

The Congress leaders
concluded by urging
people to stand united to
protect the Vizag Steel
Plant, calling it a matter
of pride, justice, and the
future of Andhra
Pradesh.

PatelRameshReddySlamsKCRandKTROver“Derogatory
Language” Against CM Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025:

Telangana Tourism
Development Corpora-
tion Chairman Patel
Ramesh Reddy on Satur-
day launched a sharp
counterattack against
BRS leaders K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR)
and K.T. Rama Rao
(KTR), strongly con-
demning what he de-
scribed as their “deroga-
tory and uncivilised
language” against Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy. Addressing the
media at Gandhi
Bhavan, Patel Ramesh
Reddy said the tone and
content of the state-
ments made by KCR,
KTR, Harish Rao and
Jagadish Reddy had
brought embarrassment
to Telangana society. He

alleged that the lan-
guage used by the BRS
leadership was worse
than that of street row-
dies and said people of
the state were closely
watching their conduct.
Patel Ramesh Reddy re-
marked that KCR, who
he claimed had re-
mained confined to his
farmhouse for nearly
eight months, had resur-
faced only to divert pub-
lic attention by making
provocative remarks.
Strongly condemning
comments directed at
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, Patel Ramesh
Reddy said it was KCR
who had introduced a
culture of abusive po-
litical discourse in the
state. He asserted that
KCR must remember
his role as Leader of the

Opposition and behave
responsibly. Referring to
recent remarks attrib-
uted to KTR, Patel
Ramesh Reddy said it
was unacceptable for
him to use threatening
and insulting language
against a sitting Chief
Minister.

The Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation
Chairman further
claimed that people had
already delivered a
strong verdict against
KCR and KTR in Parlia-
ment, Jubilee Hills, and
local body elections. “In
every election, the peo-
ple have rejected them
decisively,” he said, add-
ing that personal at-
tacks on Revanth Reddy
reflected political
frustration.

Patel Ramesh Reddy

questioned whether
such language was ex-
pected from a leader
who had studied abroad,
referring to KTR’s edu-
cation in the United
States. He praised Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy’s governance, stating
that the CM was win-
ning public confidence
through “Praja Palana”
and by staying close to
the people. He said Re-
vanth Reddy had risen
to the positions of PCC
president and Chief
Minister on merit, with-
out any political
godfathers.
Challenging the BRS
leadership, Patel
Ramesh Reddy said Re-
vanth Reddy had invited
them to the Assembly
for an open debate on al-
leged corruption during

the previous regimes.
“If they have courage,
they should come to the
Assembly and face the
discussion,” he said.

He warned that the
Congress party would
not remain silent if
such language contin-
ued, asserting that as
long as Revanth Reddy
was Chief Minister, the
BRS leadership would
be politically sidelined.
Patel Ramesh Reddy
also cautioned Jagadish
Reddy to change his
tone, stating that failure
to do so would invite
strong opposition in his
constituency.

The remarks have fur-
ther intensified the war
of words between the
ruling Congress and the
opposition BRS in
Telangana.

Ex-MinisterTalasani Srinivas Yadav Urges CM Revanth Reddy to Improve

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025: Former
Minister and Sanathna-
gar MLA Talasani Srini-
vas Yadav on Saturday
called upon Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy to
change his tone and be-
have in a manner befit-
ting his office. Speaking
at the Tehsildar office in
Secunderabad during
the distribution of fi-
nancial assistance
cheques to 19 benefi-
ciaries, Talasani high-
lighted the importance
of responsible leader-
ship and prompt imple-
mentation of govern-
ment promises.

During the event, 15
beneficiaries received
Shadi Mubarak assis-
tance and 4 received
Kalyana Lakshmi finan-
cial aid. Addressing lo-
cal media, Talasani crit-
icized the state
government for failing
to honor several pre-
election promises. He
pointed out that benefi-
ciaries are still waiting
for gold tulam promised
under Kalyana Lakshmi
and Shadi Mubarak
schemes. “Two years
have passed, yet not a
single tulam has been
distributed. People are
asking when they will
receive it. The govern-
ment must provide an-

swers,” he said.

He further questioned
delays in pensions for
women and differently-
abled citizens, noting
that the promised
monthly 2,500 INR for
women and 3,000-6,000
INR for differently-
abled persons have not
been disbursed. Tala-
sani emphasized that
the construction of In-
diramma houses, a vital
welfare initiative for the
poor, is yet to begin in
many areas. He con-
demned the Chief Min-
ister for publicly boast-
ing while neglecting
these obligations and
said such behavior di-

COndt, Addrss Publc _

ncerns

minishes the dignity of
his office. Talasani
urged the CM to amend
his conduct and focus
on tangible welfare ac-
tivities to regain public
trust.

Concerns Over Divi-
sion Delimitation

Talasani also raised
objections to the gov-
ernment’s arbitrary di-
vision of administra-
tive zones under the
pretext of delimitation.
He criticized authori-
ties for ignoring the
opinions of public rep-
resentatives, political
parties, and citizens.
“Even after complaints
to the Commissioner

. _.m',é-
and objections in coun-
cil meetings, the gov-
ernment has not paid
heed. Why was there a
need to reorganize divi-
sions in such haste? It
appears the govern-
ment is acting solely ac-
cording to its will,” he
remarked. He ques-
tioned why Monda Divi-
sion, previously under
Secunderabad Zonal
Office, was merged
with Malkajgiri with-
out public consultation.
He warned that if the
government does not re-
vise its approach, the
public will react strong-
ly. The cheque distribu-
tion program was at-

tended by corporators T.
Maheshwari, Deepika,
Tehsildar Pandu Nayak,
former corporator Attili
Mallikharjuna Rao, di-
vision presidents Attili
Srinivas Goud, Akula
Harikrishna, Srinivas
Goud, Venkatesh Raju,
and party leaders Tala-
sani Skylab Yadav, Na-
gulu, Srihari, Anjaney-
ulu, Prem, Shekhar,
Arif, Abbas, and
Nagabhushanam.

The event highlighted
the need for transpar-
ency, timely welfare de-
livery, and responsible
governance to maintain
public confidence.

TPCC Leader Channagani Dayakar Issues Stark
Warning to KTR, Criticizes BRS Governance

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025:

TPCC General Secre-
tary Channagani Daya-
kar has strongly criti-
cized Telangana
Minister K. T. Rama
Rao (KTR), warning
that if his approach
does not change, the
party would take firm
action. Speaking to the
media, Dayakar sharp-
ly questioned KTR’s
comments on Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy, and highlighted al-
leged shortcomings in
the state government’s
development record.

Dayakar accused
KTR of making dispar-
aging remarks about
CM Revanth Reddy,
saying such statements
are unbecoming of his
position. He stressed
that Telangana’s devel-
opment is being ne-
glected and suggested
that BJP and BRS par-
ties are engaged in a
political alliance at the
expense of public
welfare.

Highlighting water
management issues,
Dayakar pointed out
the situation regarding
Krishna river projects.
He questioned the lack

of action on water dis-
tribution from the Sri-
sailam project to areas
like Pothireddypadu,
asserting that KCR’s
comments on Krishna
water issues appear
hollow and disconnect-
ed from reality. He also
criticized KTR for fail-
ing to attend the assem-
bly despite repeated
requests for discussion
on key governance
matters.

Dayakar contrasted
the previous decade of
alleged mismanage-
ment under BRS gov-
ernance with the cur-
rent two-year tenure of
the Congress-led ad-
ministration, claiming
that substantial devel-
opment has occurred
in the latter period,
which had not been
achieved in ten years.
He called on KTR to re-
flect on initiatives for
farmers, women, and
unemployed citizens,
questioning whether
his party’s leadership
has considered their
welfare.

He emphasized that
KCR’s remarks at press
conferences or in the
assembly have little im-
pact on Telangana citi-

zens, suggesting that
real results matter
more than rhetoric.
Dayakar reiterated
that if KTR continues
with aggressive state-
ments or a domineer-
ing approach, Congress
workers are prepared
to take strong action
and warned him to ex-
ercise caution.

The TPCC leader’s
remarks underline
heightened political
tensions in Telangana
ahead of upcoming dis-
cussions on govern-
ance and development.
Dayakar’s comments
also signal Congress’s
intent to hold the state
leadership accountable
for its promises and
highlight the contrast
between past and cur-
rent government
performance.

With these pointed
remarks, Channagani
Dayakar has posi-
tioned the Congress
party as assertive in
challenging the ruling
BRS leadership, em-
phasizing the need for
transparency, account-
ability, and genuine
concern for public wel-
fare across
Telangana.
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Hyderabad |, De-
cember 27, 2025:

In a proactive move to
curb drug abuse and en-
sure safe and peaceful
New Year celebrations,
the Hyderabad City Po-
lice has constituted spe-
cial cluster teams to con-
duct intensified checks
across the city. Acting on
the instructions of the
Commissioner of Police,
Hyderabad, the Hy-
derabad Narcotic En-
forcement Wing (H-
NEW) has formed 10
special clusters in coor-
dination with the Law
and Order Police, City
Armed Reserve (CAR)
personnel from CAR

Headquarters, and the
Narcotic Dog Squad.

As part of the New
Year Special Drive, sur-
prise inspections are be-
ing carried out at pubs,
clubs, bars, and restau-
rants across Hyderabad.
The initiative aims to
prevent the circulation
and consumption of
narcotic substances
while maintaining pub-
lic order during the fes-
tive season, when large
crowds are expected at
entertainment venues.

On December 26, 2025,
six decoy teams were de-
ployed among the 10
cluster teams to conduct
random and discreet

lishments. The teams
carried out surprise in-
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to business owners or
the general public. Indi-
viduals found to be sus-

checks at selected estab-

spections without caus-

jons in Hyderahad

the premises were
screened using Rapid
Drug Testing Kits. Ac-

cials, all test results dur-
ing the operation were
negative, indicating the
absence of drug con-
sumption at the inspect-
ed locations.

The operation wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from multiple units,
including the Hy-
derabad Narcotic En-
forcement Wing (H-
NEW), Law and Order
Police, City Armed Re-
serve personnel, and the
Sniffer Dog Team. The
coordinated effort en-
sured effective monitor-
ing and swift response
capabilities during the
checks.

The cluster teams

ing any inconvenience picious in and around

cording to police offi-

were led by Inspectors
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Special Cluster Teams Formed to Prevent Drug Menace During New Year

G.S. Daniel and S. Balas-
wamy of H-NEW and
were conducted under
the direct supervision
of Vaibhav Gaikwad,
IPS, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Task
Force and H-NEW.
Reiterating its com-
mitment to public safety,
the Hyderabad City Po-
lice stated that such spe-
cial drives will continue
throughout the New
Year period to deter of-
fenders and safeguard
public interest. The po-
lice have urged citizens
and establishment own-
ers to cooperate with en-
forcement agencies and
contribute to maintain-
ing a drug-free environ-

ment. The initiative re-
flects the Hyderabad
City Police’s resolve to
ensure drug-free, se-
cure, and peaceful New
Year celebrations for
residents and visitors
alike.

Senior CITU leader
Krishna, Bachupally
Mandal Secretary
Rathod Santosh, Mandal
Treasurer Ellamma,
committee members
Narasimha, Anji and
Lakshmi, CITU leaders
S. Bikshapathi, Pocham-
ma, Jagan, Srinu, Kala,
Hanumanthu and
Maunika, along with
several municipal work-
ers, participated in the
meeting.

OG Kush Seized During Bus Checks;
Three Arrested

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025:

In a coordinated op-
eration, Special Task
Force (STF) ‘A and ‘C’
teams seized narcotic
substances and illegal
liquor during vehicle
inspections conducted
on the outskirts of Hy-
derabad on Friday. Act-
ing on specific infor-
mation that drugs
were being transport-
ed from Bengaluru to
Hyderabad by bus, the
teams jointly carried
out checks on incom-
ing buses.

During the inspec-
tions, officials recov-
ered 10 grams of OG
Kush ganja, a high-po-
tency variant of can-
nabis, along with 101
grams of ganja from a
bus arriving from Ben-
galuru. In addition to
the narcotics, five bot-
tles of liquor report-
edly sourced from Kar-
nataka were also
seized. Based on the
recovery, three persons

identified as Hameed,
Arif, and Harish were
arrested at the spot.
The accused were al-
legedly involved in
transporting the con-
traband to Hyderabad
for illegal sale and con-
sumption. Prelimi-
nary investigation sug-
gests that the drugs
were intended to cater
to local demand, par-
ticularly in urban are-
as.STF officials stated
that the operation was
carried out smoothly
without causing incon-
venience to passen-
gers. The seized con-
traband and the
accused were handed
over to the Serilingam-
pally Excise Police Sta-
tion for further investi-
gation and necessary
legal action.

STF ‘A Team Leader
Anji Reddy and ‘C’
Team Circle Inspector
Venkateshwarlu said
intensified checks are
being conducted
acro

FEE

ss the city and its

outskirts to curb the
movement of narcot-
ics and illegal liquor,
especially in view of
upcoming festivities.
They warned that
strict action would be
taken against anyone
involved in the trans-
portation, sale, or pos-
session of drugs and
illicit alcohol.

Police and excise of-
ficials reiterated their
commitment to pre-
venting drug abuse
and maintaining law
and order. They also
appealed to the public
to cooperate with en-
forcement agencies
and report any suspi-
cious activities related
to narcotics or illegal
liquor, assuring confi-
dentiality to inform-
ants. The successful
seizure highlights the
continued vigilance of
enforcement agencies
in tackling drug traf-
ficking and ensuring
public safety in and

1.4 Grams of MDMA Seized in
Ameerpet; Two Arrested

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025: As

part of intensified
efforts to curb drug
trafficking in the city,
the Special Task Force
(STF) ‘C’ Team seized
MDMA drugs and ar-
rested two persons in
the limits of Ameer-
pet Excise Station on
Friday. The action
was taken following
credible information
that drugs were being
illegally sold in the
Beeranguda area. Act-
ing on the tip-off, STF
‘C’ Team Sub-Inspec-
tor Manju, along with
his staff, conducted
a surprise raid at the
suspected location.
During the operation,
officials apprehended
two individuals and
recovered 1.4 grams
of MDMA drug from
their possession. The
drug was seized on
the spot, and both sus-
pects were taken into
custody.

The arrested per-
sons were identified as
Tota Hanmanthu and
Bappanapranay Suku-

mar. Preliminary in-
vestigation revealed
that the accused were
allegedly involved in
selling MDMA to local
customers. Police sus-
pect that the drugs
were procured from
external sources and
brought into the area
for illegal distribution.
In addition to the nar-
cotic substance, the
STF team seized a two-
wheeler allegedly used
by the accused for
transportation and de-
livery, along with mo-
bile phones believed to
have been used to coor-
dinate drug transac-
tions. Officials said the
seized mobile phones
would be examined to
identify possible links

to suppliers and other
consumers.

The accused, along
with the seized drugs,
vehicle, and mobile
phones, were handed
over to the Ameerpet
Excise Police Station
for further investiga-
tion. A case has been
registered under rele-
vant sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act,
and further inquiry is
underway to trace the
source of the contra-
band and identify oth-
ers involved in the
network.

Excise and STF offi-
cials stated that sur-
veillance and enforce-
ment have been
strengthened across
Hyderabad, especially
in view of the festive
season and New Year
celebrations. They
warned that strict le-
gal action would be
taken against anyone
found involved in the
sale, transport, or pos-
session of narcotic

. substances.

Operation ‘Ambeer Cheruvu’: HYDRA Launches
Massive Clean-up to Revive Pragathinagar Lake

Hyderabad: Once
known as a lifeline for
local ecology and a
source of sustenance
for surrounding com-
munities, Pragathina-
gar (Ambeer) Cheruvu
gradually lost its iden-
tity due to rapid urban-
isation and unchecked
dumping of waste.
What was once a vi-
brant water body had
turned into a dumping
ground, filled with
chicken, meat and fish
waste, creating un-
bearable stench and se-
vere inconvenience to
residents in the area.

Concerned over the
deteriorating condi-
tion of the lake, resi-
dents of Pragathina-
gar, along with
representatives of
“For a Better Society,”
approached HYDRA
Commissioner A.V.
Ranganath and sub-
mitted complaints
through the Prajavani
grievance platform,
urging immediate ac-
tion to restore the lake.
Acting swiftly on the
Commissioner’s in-
structions, HYDRA of-

ficials conducted a
field inspection and
launched a large-scale
clean-up drive under
“Operation Ambeer
Cheruvu.” As part of
the initial phase, HY-
DRA focused on pre-
venting further dump-
ing of waste into the
lake. Four vehicles il-
legally transporting
chicken waste were
seized, sending a
strong message to vio-
lators. Simultaneously,
massive garbage re-
moval operations were
initiated to clear the
heaps of waste that
had accumulated along
the lake bunds and sur-
rounding areas.
Despite Christmas
and weekend holidays,
HYDRA teams contin-
ued operations with-
out interruption. Us-
ing five to six tipper
lorries and three JCB
machines daily, the
agency has so far re-
moved 104 lorry loads
of garbage. Officials
engaged in the opera-
tion stated that large
mounds of waste still
remain and estimated

e

that more than 100 ad-
ditional lorry loads
may need to be cleared
before the site is fully
restored.

Special attention is
being paid to the road
that passes through
the middle of Pragath-
inagar Lake, connect-
ing Kukatpally and
Pragathinagar. Gar-
bage removal is being
carried out on both
sides of this stretch.
HYDRA officials are
also holding discus-
sions with street ven-
dors operating in the
area to identify alter-
native locations for

their businesses, en-
suring livelihoods are
protected while resto-
ration work progress-
es. The operation is be-
ing conducted in close
coordination with
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corpora-
tion (GHMC) and Rev-
enue Department
officials.

After the complete
removal of waste, HY-
DRA has decided to in-
stall fencing around
the lake to prevent fu-
ture dumping. Local
residents have wel-
comed the initiative
and extended full coop-

eration. They have
urged authorities to
stop the inflow of sew-
age from Pragathina-
gar, Nizampet and Ku-
katpally into the lake
and ensure treated wa-
ter is supplied through
Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) to restore
the lake’s ecological
balance. The revival of
Pragathinagar Lake
marks an important
step towards reclaim-
ing urban water bodies
and improving envi-
ronmental sustainabil-
ity in Hyderabad’s rap-
idly expanding
residential zones.

SOT Police Bust Drug Racket in Quthbullapur, Eight

Arrested Ahead of New Year Celebrations

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27, 2025:

In a major crackdown
on drug trafficking
ahead of the New Year
celebrations, the Spe-
cial Operations Team
(SOT) police busted a
drug distribution net-
work in the Suraram po-
lice station limits of
Quthbullapur constitu-
ency on Friday and took
eight persons into cus-
tody. The operation led
to the arrest of three
drug peddlers and five
consumers, exposing a
well-organised racket
operating from a rented
room near a private
school.

According to police
sources, the accused
were allegedly involved
in the illegal sale and

consumption of narcot-
ic substances, primarily
targeting partygoers
ahead of New Year fes-
tivities. Acting on cred-
ible intelligence, the Cy-
berabad Medchal SOT
police conducted a raid
on a room where drugs
were being secretly sold
and apprehended all
eight suspects on the
spot. Shockingly, those
arrested include two
doctors working at a pri-
vate hospital in the city
and three software engi-
neers, highlighting the
growing reach of drug
abuse across profession-
al sections of society.
The remaining accused
are suspected to be part
of the supply chain fa-
cilitating the transpor-
tation and distribution

of drugs in Hyderabad.

During the raid, po-
lice seized 70 grams of
MDMA drug valued at
approximately 4 lakh.
In addition, two cars
used for transportation,
along with eight mobile
phones believed to have
been used for coordina-
tion and transactions,
were confiscated. Pre-
liminary investigation
revealed that the drugs
were being procured
from Bengaluru and
transported to Hy-
derabad specifically to
cater to New Year party
demands.

Officials stated that
the accused planned to
distribute the drugs at
private parties and
gatherings across the
city during the festive

season. The police be-
lieve that the network
was active for some
time and had chosen a
discreet location near a
school to avoid
suspicion.

The arrested persons
have been handed over
to the local Suraram po-
lice for further investi-
gation. Cases have been
registered under rele-
vant sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. Police are
now probing the larger
network to identify sup-
pliers, financiers, and
other links involved in
the interstate drug traf-
ficking operation.

Senior police officials
reiterated that strict
surveillance has been

intensified across Hy-
derabad and surround-
ing areas as part of spe-
cial measures to curb
drug abuse during the
New Year period. The
Cyberabad Police have
warned that anyone
found involved in the
sale, transportation, or
consumption of narcot-
ics will face stringent
legal action.

The police have also
appealed to the public to
cooperate with law en-
forcement agencies and
share any information
related to drug activi-
ties, assuring confiden-
tiality. The successful
operation underscores
the commitment of the
police to ensuring drug-
free and safe celebra-
tions across the city.
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CITU Demands Withdrawal ol ‘Anti-People’

Quthbullapur, De-
cember 21:

The Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU) on
Friday staged a protest
demanding the immedi-
ate withdrawal of what
it termed “anti-people
and anti-worker” laws
introduced by the Cen-
tral government. The
dharna was organised
near the Nizampet
building construction
workers’ adda under the
leadership of CITU, Ba-
chupally mandal.

Addressing the gath-
ering, CITU Bachupally
Mandal Secretary
Rathod Santosh strong-
ly criticised the Central
government’s new poli-
cies, including the
changes to the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), the
proposed new Electrici-
ty Act, the four Labour
Codes, and the Civil Nu-
clear Liability-related
peace agreement. He al-
leged that these policies
were designed to favour
corporates while under-
mining the rights and
livelihoods of workers.

Santosh stated that

Laws Bro

the four Labour Codes
are completely anti-la-
bour in nature and pose
a serious threat to job
security and workers’
welfare. He warned that
the new codes could re-
duce employment op-
portunities and pave the
way for enforcing 12-
hour workdays, adverse-
ly affecting the health
and lives of workers. He
demanded that the La-
bour Codes be scrapped
in their entirety.

He further criticised
the new MGNREGA pol-
icy, stating that it would
deprive rural workers
of guaranteed employ-
ment and weaken an im-
portant social security
scheme that supports
millions of poor fami-
lies across the country.
Any dilution of MGN-
REGA, he said, would
worsen unemployment
and rural distress.

The CITU leader also
opposed the proposed
new Electricity Act, al-
leging that it aims to
privatise the power sec-
tor and withdraw free
electricity benefits pro-
vided to farmers and
economically weaker
sections. He said the
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move would increase
the financial burden on
common people and
benefit private power
companies.

Raising concerns
over the peace agree-
ment related to the nu-
clear power sector, San-
tosh warned that it
could compromise pub-
lic safety and weaken
accountability in the
event of nuclear acci-
dents. He accused the
Central government of
ignoring public interest
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while pushing through
policies that could have
long-term consequenc-
es. CITU leaders cau-
tioned that if the Cen-
tral government fails to
withdraw these labour-
and people-unfriendly
laws, the organisation
would intensify its agi-
tation and launch large-
scale protests in the
coming days. Several
CITU leaders and work-
ers participated in the
protest, including Ba-
chupally Mandal Com-

mittee member P. Swa-
my, and CITU leaders
Narasimha, Ramulu,
Dhanaraju, Das, Srini-
vas, Naresh, Kishore,
Ramesh, and others.

The protest highlight-
ed growing resistance
from trade unions
against policy changes
they believe threaten
workers’ rights and so-
cial welfare, signalling
the possibility of inten-
sified labour move-
ments in the near
future.

lllegally Transported Jaggery Seized
inTwo Cases; Four Arrested

The Special Task
Force (STF) ‘A Team on
Friday seized large
quantities of illegally
transported jaggery in
two separate cases dur-
ing vehicle inspections
conducted in Hy-
derabad. Acting on spe-
cific information that
jaggery was being ille-
gally transported from
the city in two vehicles,
STF personnel led by
Sub-Inspector Balaraju
intensified checks and
intercepted the vehicles.
In the first case, the STF
team intercepted a mini-
van heading towards De-
varakonda. Upon in-
spection, officials found
2,016 kilograms of jag-
gery along with 100 kilo-
grams of patika (unre-
fined jaggery powder)
concealed in the vehicle.
e, B -r_;;} ;

The vehicle was seized,
and two persons identi-
fied as Gattu Venugopal
and Venkaiah were ar-
rested in connection
with the illegal
transportation.

In the second case, the
STF team stopped a
hired car travelling from
Hyderabad to Acham-
pet. During the search,
officials recovered 600
kilograms of jaggery
and 100 kilograms of
alum that were being
transported without val-
id permits. The car was
seized, and two accused,
identified as Srinu and
Shankar, were taken
into custody.

Police officials stated
that the jaggery was be-
ing transported in viola-
tion of regulations and
is suspected to be in-

tended for illicit liquor
brewing. All four ac-
cused, along with the
seized vehicles and ma-
terials, were handed
over to the concerned
excise authorities for
further investigation
and legal action.

STF officials reiterat-
ed that strict enforce-
ment is underway to
curb the illegal move-
ment of jaggery and re-
lated materials used in

the manufacture of il-
licitliquor. They warned
that such activities pose
serious public health
and law-and-order con-
cerns and will be dealt
with sternly. The STF
has intensified surveil-
lance and vehicle checks
across Hyderabad and
surrounding areas to
prevent illegal transpor-
tation of contraband, es-
pecially in view of the
festive season.

MLC Balmur Venkat Urges Newly Elected
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Sarpanches to Work with Enthusiasm in

Upcoming Local Elections

Karimnagar: A fe-
licitation ceremony
was held at the DCC
office, Indira Bhavan,
to honour the newly
elected sarpanches
from the Karimnagar
parliamentary con-
stituency. The event
saw participation
from prominent lead-
ers and party func-
tionaries, emphasiz-
ing the importance of
dedicated public ser-
vice and preparation
for the upcoming
MPTC and ZPTC
elections.

The ceremony was
graced by Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar,
Whip Adi Srinivas,
MLC Dr. Balmur Ven-
kat, DCC President
and MLA Medipally
Satyam, MLA Kav-
vampalli Satyanaray-
ana, former Minister
Jeevan Reddy, Siricil-
la DCC President San-
geetham Srinivas,
former MLAs Koduri
Satyanarayana and
Arepalli Mohan, town
Congress presidents
Anjan Kumar, Bom-
m a Sriram
Chakravarthi, SUDA
Chairman Komat-
ireddy Narender Red-
dy, Library Chairman
Sattu Mallesh, Al-
force Narender Reddy,
and RTA members

Padala Rahul and
Rinku, among other
senior leaders.

Speaking at the oc-
casion, MLC Dr. Bal-
mur Venkat congratu-
lated all the newly
elected Congress sar-
panches for their vic-
tory. He also extended
his appreciation to
the candidates who
fought valiantly but
could not win, high-
lighting that their ef-
forts and determina-
tion remain crucial to
the party and the peo-
ple. “The government
and the Congress Par-
ty will continue to
stand by each one of
you. Your dedication
inspires both party
leaders and grass-
roots workers to work
with renewed vigor,”
he stated.

Dr. Venkat urged
the sarpanches to car-
ry forward the same
enthusiasm and com-
mitment in the forth-
coming MPTC and
ZPTC elections. He
expressed confidence
that with their active
involvement, Con-
gress candidates in
the Karimnagar par-
liamentary constitu-
ency would achieve a
90 percent success
rate, strengthening
the party’s presence

at the local level.

He further stressed
that effective leader-
ship at the village
and mandal levels is
vital for addressing
local issues, imple-
menting welfare
schemes, and ensur-
ing public participa-
tion in governance.
By actively engaging
with constituents
and maintaining
close coordination
with party function-
aries, the elected rep-
resentatives can
build a strong foun-
dation for continued
development and
service.

The MLC also
praised the Karimna-
gar District Congress
Committee for organ-
izing such a well-coor-
dinated and motivat-
ing felicitation event,
calling it a model ini-
tiative to inspire new-
ly elected leaders.

The ceremony rein-
forced the party’s
commitment to grass-
roots leadership, en-
couraging sarpanch-
es to work with
integrity, dedication,
and strategic focus to
strengthen Congress
in the region while
delivering effective
governance to the
public.

Union Minister Bandi Sanjay Kumar
Demands Immediate Action on Telangana

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 27: Union Home
Ministry Deputy Min-
ister Bandi Sanjay
Kumar today released
a statement criticiz-
ing the Telangana
government for inac-
tion on a high-profile
drugs case investigat-
ed under the supervi-
sion of officer Akun
Subarwal. Speaking
to the media, Sanjay
expressed outrage
over the handling of
the case, which impli-
cated several promi-
nent individuals, in-
cluding some
celebrities, and re-
portedly even mem-
bers of the Chief
Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao’s fam-
ily. Sanjay claimed
that during the inves-
tigation, accused indi-
viduals confessed
that KCR family
members had con-

sumed drugs with
them, with audio and
video evidence re-
corded at the time.
However, he alleged
that fearing political
fallout, the KCR ad-
ministration side-
lined Akun Subarwal
and effectively
shelved the case. The
evidence collected, in-
cluding recordings
and statements, was
reportedly taken over
by the then Chief Sec-
retary Somesh Ku-
mar and not handed
over to subsequent
investigation teams
or the courts. The
minister questioned
the seriousness of the
state government in
combating the rising
drug menace, point-
ing out that cases are
typically registered
only during festival
seasons or New Year
celebrations. He ex-

pressed concern over
the alleged misuse of
the E-GAL team, ac-
cusing some officials
of colluding with
drug peddlers for
monetary gain, un-
dermining legitimate
enforcement efforts.

Bandi Sanjay em-
phasized that if the
Telangana govern-
ment is genuinely
committed to eradi-
cating drugs, respon-
sibility for the inves-
tigation should be
restored to competent
officers like Akun
Subarwal.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Pays Tribute to Gandhi, Protests

TPN Bureau

Husnabad, December
27: Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar visited Ma-
hatma Gandhi Chowk in
Husnabad and paid flo-
ral tributes to the statue
of Mahatma Gandhi, ex-
pressing deep respect for
the Father of the Nation.
The minister also took
the opportunity to pro-
test against the central
government’s bill that
effectively dilutes the
Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), highlight-
ing concerns over its im-
pact on rural
employment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Ponnam

Prabhakar said, “The
Mahatma Gandhi Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme was introduced
under the leadership of
Sonia Gandhi and Dr.
Manmohan Singh, keep-
ing in mind the financial
hardships faced by rural
communities. The
scheme has been instru-
mental in providing live-
lihood security to farm-
ers and rural workers
who struggle with eco-
nomic challenges.”

He criticized the cen-
tral government for mis-
leading the public dur-
ing elections by
promising employment
schemes for urban are-
as, while ultimately un-
dermining the rural em-

ployment guarantee

Against Gentre’s Employment S

framework. “It is par-

ticularly disappointing

that the scheme has re-

moved Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s name, replacing it
with V. B. Ramji’s, there-
by disrespecting the leg-
acy of the Father of the
Nation. This move is
part of a larger pattern
where the BJP-led cen-
tral government has at-
tempted to erase refer-
ences to prominent
leaders such as Nehru,
Indira Gandhi, and Ma-
hatma Gandhi from key
welfare schemes,” he
added. The minister
urged Congress cadres
and citizens to organize
peaceful protests across
the state tomorrow by
displaying photographs
of Mahatma Gandhi and
demonstrating against
the bill, demanding the

cheme Bill in Husnahad

preservation of the orig-
inal employment guar-
antee scheme and its in-
tent to support rural
livelihoods.

Minister Prabhakar
emphasized that the
scheme is not just a poli-
cy but a lifeline for rural
families, and the govern-
ment must ensure its
proper implementation
without political
interference.

The tribute and pro-
test served as a remind-
er of Gandhi’s vision for
social justice and the
continued need to pro-
tect initiatives that em-
power rural communi-
ties and provide
financial security to
those in need.
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The Pillar of Indian Democracy: The

Emergence and Legacy of the Congress Party

On December 28, 1885, the
Indian National Congress
(INC) was founded under the
leadership of Allan Octavian
Hume. While it began as a
platform for social and politi-
cal reform, the Congress Par-
ty would soon transform into
the backbone of India’s
struggle for independence
and later, its democratic gov-
ernance. The party’s journey
is more than a political nar-
rative—it embodies a saga of
sacrifice, vision, and a stead-
fast commitment to the wel-
fare of the people. From the
fight for freedom to nation-
building, from social justice
initiatives to economic and
technological reforms, the
Congress Party has re-
mained a bridge between In-
dia’s past, present, and fu-
ture aspirations.

The Congress Party and
the Freedom Struggle

The Congress Party
emerged as a unifying force
for India’s freedom move-
ment. In the early years, it
focused on reforms within
the British administration,
but it gradually became the
central force challenging co-
lonial authority. Leaders
and activists of the Con-
gress made extraordinary
sacrifices for the cause of
independence. Mahatma
Gandhi endured multiple
imprisonments and fasts to
uphold the principles of
non-violence and civil diso-
bedience. Jawaharlal Nehru
spent nearly nine years in
jail, and leaders like Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra
Prasad, and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad faced prolonged
incarcerations and threats to
life. Ordinary party workers
and students also joined
movements like the Non-Co-
operation, Civil Disobedi-
ence, and Quit India Move-
ments, risking their lives and
livelihoods. The brutal Jalli-
anwala Bagh massacre in
1919 intensified the resolve
of Congress leaders and so-
lidified the party’s role as the
guiding force in India’s free-
dom struggle.

Beyond armed and non-vi-
olent resistance, Congress
leaders focused on mobiliz-
ing society, creating aware-
ness, and inspiring ordinary
citizens to engage in the na-
tion’s destiny. They champi-
oned social reforms, educa-
tion, and the upliftment of
marginalized communities,
ensuring that India’s libera-
tion would also pave the
way for a more just society.
The sacrifices of these lead-
ers laid the ethical and mor-
al foundation for the Con-
gress Party’s subsequent
governance.

Post-Independence
Governance: Laying the
Foundations of Modern
India

With independence in 1947,
the Congress Party transi-
tioned from a freedom move-
ment to a governing entity,
tasked with nation-building.
Under the leadership of
Jawaharlal Nehru, India wit-
nessed the establishment of
a democratic, secular, and
planned economy. Nehru’s
vision emphasized industri-
alization, scientific temper,
and technological advance-
ment. Large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects like the Bhakra
Nangal, Damodar Valley, Hi-
rakud, Nagarjuna Sagar, and
the Kosi irrigation projects
transformed India’s agricul-
tural landscape and ensured
food security. These projects
were not mere constructions;
they were instruments of so-
cial change, stabilizing rural
economies and providing
livelihoods.

Nehru also laid the ground-
work for India’s knowledge
economy. By establishing
premier institutions such as
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) and Indian In-
stitutes of Management
(IIMs), he created centers of
excellence that nurtured tal-
ent and innovation. Educa-
tion and scientific research
became pillars of India’s pro-
gress, providing the intellec-
tual infrastructure for future
generations.

Indira Gandhi:
Championing Social
Justice and Rural
Development

Indira Gandhi, India’s first
female Prime Minister, took
bold and transformative
steps to address structural
inequalities. Recognizing the
plight of the rural poor, she
launched the “Garibi Hatao”
campaign, emphasizing pov-

erty alleviation and equita-
ble distribution of resources.
This was not a mere electoral
slogan; it was a manifesto of
governance aimed at empow-
ering marginalized commu-
nities. Under her leadership,
banks were nationalized to
facilitate access to credit for
farmers and small entrepre-
neurs. Policies were enacted
to expand rural development,
implement welfare schemes,

and ensure food security.
These measures shifted the
focus of governance from ur-
ban elites to the common peo-
ple, reinforcing the demo-
cratic ethos that the Congress
Party stood for.

Rajiv Gandhi and the
Technological Revolution
Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure

marked a turning point in In-
dia’s modernization and

technological advancement.
At a time when foreign tech-
nology was often viewed
with skepticism, he champi-
oned computerization in
government offices, banks,
railways, and airlines. Tel-
ecommunications were ex-
panded to rural areas, ena-
bling access to STD and ISD
services, while the estab-
lishment of C-DOT (Centre
for Development of Telem-
atics) laid the foundation
for India’s telecommunica-
tions revolution. Rajiv Gan-
dhi’s vision encouraged IT
education, software ex-
ports, and innovation, posi-
tioning India as a global
technology hub. Further-
more, constitutional amend-
ments like the 73rd and 74th
empowered local self-gov-
ernance, decentralizing au-
thority and reinforcing
grassroots democracy.

Manmohan Singh: Welfare,
Stability, and Inclusive
Growth

During the UPA regimes
under Dr. Manmohan Singh,
the Congress Party imple-
mented transformative pro-
grams that balanced econom-
ic growth with social welfare.
The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
provided a guaranteed 100
days of work annually for ru-
ral households, creating a
safety net and strengthening
the rural economy. The Right
to Information (RTI) Act en-
hanced transparency, while
the Right to Education (RTE)
Act ensured free and compul-
sory education for children
aged 6 to 14. The National
Food Security Act (NFSA)
guaranteed subsidized food
grains to millions, and the
Forest Rights Act (2006) rec-
ognized the land and re-
source rights of indigenous
communities. These initia-
tives, alongside strong fi-
nancial management dur-
ing the global economic
downturn of 2008, demon-
strated the Congress Party’s
commitment to inclusive
development.

Congress vs.
Contemporary
Governance

Critics argue that succes-
sive non-Congress govern-
ments, including the current
administration, have pur-
sued policies favoring privat-
ization and market elites at
the expense of welfare pro-
grams, rural development,
and public institutions. Is-
sues such as rising inflation,
weakening public sector in-
stitutions, and contentious
agricultural laws highlight
the ongoing relevance of
Congress-inspired policies
focused on equity and public
welfare. The legacy of the
Congress Party serves as a
reminder that governance
should prioritize social jus-
tice, economic inclusion, and
the preservation of demo-
cratic institutions.

Conclusion: Upholding
Democratic Values

The Congress Party is
more than a political organi-
zation; it is a custodian of In-
dia’s democratic values, so-
cial justice, and inclusive
development. From the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters to
the visionary policies of
modern governance, its lega-
cy reflects a continuous ef-
fort to balance progress with
equity. Regional successes,
such as in Telangana, under-
score the party’s enduring
relevance and capacity to of-
fer a model of governance
rooted in the welfare of the
people.

As India navigates com-
plex economic, social, and
political challenges, the
Congress Party’s history of
principled leadership, trans-
formative policies, and com-
mitment to democracy pro-
vides both inspiration and a
blueprint for the future. Cel-
ebrating its foundation is not
merely an exercise in nostal-
gia—it is a reaffirmation of
India’s democratic ideals, the
sacrifices of countless indi-
viduals, and the ongoing
quest for a just and equitable
society.

Pendency to Protection: Evaluating the State of POCSO
JusticeinIndia

Child sexual abuse repre-
sents one of the most egre-
gious violations of childhood,
inflicting long-term physical,
psychological, and social
harm. In India, where children
constitute over 37 percent of
the population, protecting mi-
nors from such atrocities is
not merely a legal obligation
but a moral imperative. The
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, was enacted to provide a
comprehensive framework for
addressing sexual offences
against children. However, the
increasing number of report-
ed cases has exposed the sys-
temic limitations of the Indian
judicial process, particularly
in terms of pendency, disposal,
and conviction rates. The Cen-
tre for Legal Action and Be-
haviour Change for Children
(C-LAB) has highlighted these
issues, revealing a complex in-
terplay between institutional
reform, resource constraints,
and societal responsibility.

Over the past decade, the re-
porting of child sexual abuse
cases in India has steadily in-
creased, reflecting heightened
public awareness and greater
access to justice. Yet, this
growth in reporting has placed
tremendous strain on the
criminal justice system. Be-
tween 2021 and 2025, while the
disposal of all criminal cases
increased marginally by nine
percentage points, POCSO
case disposals rose significant-
ly by 38 percentage points, cul-
minating in a historic 109 per-
cent disposal rate in 2025. This
milestone represents a critical
tipping point: for the first

time, courts not only managed
to address newly registered
cases but also cleared a por-
tion of the backlog from previ-
ous years.

Despite this encouraging
trend, pendency remains a ma-
jor challenge. At the end of
2023, there were 2,62,089 POC-
SO cases pending in Indian
courts, nearly half of which
had been pending for over two
years. Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, and West Bengal
alone accounted for three-
fourths of cases pending be-
yond five years. Such delays
are not merely administrative
concerns; they have profound
psychological ramifications.
Child survivors of sexual
abuse often experience anxie-
ty, depression, sleep distur-
bances, and social withdrawal,
all of which are exacerbated
by prolonged legal proceed-
ings. Parents and caregivers
also face emotional strain and
financial hardship, while the
social stigma associated with
these cases adds another layer
of trauma.

The creation of Fast Track
Special Courts (FTSCs), in-
cluding exclusive e-POCSO
courts, has been a strategic re-
sponse to these challenges.
These courts have demonstrat-
ed higher disposal rates—aver-
aging 9.51 cases per month
compared to 3.26 in regular
courts—indicating their po-
tential to expedite justice. The
extension of the FTSC scheme
until 2026 and the proposed ad-
dition of 600 new e-POCSO
courts underscore the govern-
ment’s commitment to reduc-
ing backlogs and ensuring
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timely justice. It is estimated
that with these additional
courts, the pending 2,62,089
cases could be cleared within
four years, with an annual
budgetary requirement of INR
494 crore from the Nirbhaya
Fund.

However, efficiency in dis-
posal does not automatically
translate to justice in outcome.
Conviction rates remain
alarmingly low. Since 2019, the
national conviction rate for
POCSO cases has decreased
from 35 percent to 29 percent,
with FTSCs recording a mere

19 percent in 2024. This stark
reality reflects deeper system-
ic and procedural inadequa-
cies, including ineffective in-
vestigation, prosecutorial
challenges, and inconsistent
judicial practices across
states. State-level disparities
are significant; while Megha-
laya and Mizoram reported
relatively high conviction
rates of 45 percent and 34 per-
cent respectively, states like
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Ma-
harashtra, and Telangana
lagged with rates below 7 per-
cent. Such variations high-

light the urgent need for stand-
ardization in investigative
procedures, prosecutorial ef-
ficiency, and court practices.
The persistence of low con-
viction rates also raises ques-
tions about the quality of evi-
dence collection, victim
protection, and the sensitivity
of court procedures. Delays
and inefficiencies can lead to
secondary victimization,
where the child’s repeated re-
telling of trauma during ad-
journed hearings intensifies
psychological harm. There-
fore, the pursuit of justice

must balance the need for ex-
pedited disposal with proce-
dural integrity and child-cen-
tric court practices.

Addressing the pendency
and low conviction rates re-
quires a multi-pronged ap-
proach. First, continuation
and expansion of FTSCs and
e-POCSO courts are essential.
These specialized courts must
be supplemented with ade-
quate staffing, infrastructure,
and training to ensure that
case handling is both swift and
sensitive to the needs of child
survivors. Second, state judici-
aries lagging behind must re-
ceive targeted technical and
administrative support, in-
cluding forensic and investiga-
tive training, to enhance effi-
ciency and consistency. Third,
meticulous monitoring of con-
viction and acquittal rates is
crucial, supported by robust
data analytics to identify sys-
temic gaps and best practices.
Finally, technology can play a
transformative role: AI-pow-
ered legal research, case man-
agement systems, and docu-
ment retrieval tools can
expedite judicial processes
while maintaining ethical
safeguards.

Public awareness remains
equally important. Despite
amendments in the POCSO
Act, including stringent pun-
ishments and the introduc-
tion of the death penalty for
certain offences, the act’s de-
terrent effect is contingent on
widespread knowledge and
societal vigilance. Education-
al campaigns, community en-
gagement, and integration of
child safety curricula in

schools can empower chil-
dren to report abuse while re-
inforcing the societal man-
date to protect minors. The
government’s initiatives,
such as the POCSO Rules 2020
and targeted awareness cam-
paigns, provide a foundation,
but sustained efforts are
needed to shift cultural per-
ceptions and reduce
underreporting.

In conclusion, India stands
at a pivotal moment in its re-
sponse to child sexual abuse.
The year 2025 marks the first
instance when POCSO case
disposals exceeded registra-
tions, signaling progress in
judicial capacity and backlog
management. Yet, the path
from pendency to protection
is fraught with challenges.
Low conviction rates, state-
wise disparities, and the psy-
chological toll of prolonged
trials underscore the need for
systemic reforms, child-cen-
tric court practices, and tech-
nology-enabled efficiency. By
continuing to invest in spe-
cialized courts, ensuring pro-
cedural fairness, enhancing
public awareness, and foster-
ing accountability across
states, India can transform
this tipping point into a sus-
tainable trajectory toward a
justice system that not only
clears backlogs but delivers
timely, equitable, and sensi-
tive protection for its most
vulnerable citizens. The goal
is clear: timely justice is not
just a matter of numbers—it
is a commitment to restoring
dignity, safety, and hope to
children who have already
suffered enough.
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Digvijaya Singh’s Remarks on BJP-RSS
Organisational Strength Spark Political Controversy

New Delhi: A political storm
erupted on Saturday after sen-
ior Congress leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Digvijaya Singh
publicly acknowledged the or-
ganisational strength of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its ideological parent, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS). His comments
triggered sharp reactions
from both the opposition and
his own party, reopening de-
bates on internal organisation
and leadership styles in Indi-
an politics.

The controversy began after
Singh shared an old black-
and-white photograph from
the mid-1990s showing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seat-
ed on the floor alongside vet-
eran BJP leader L.K. Advani
during a political event in Gu-
jarat. In his post, Singh re-
marked that the journey of a
grassroots worker rising
through the ranks to become
Chief Minister and eventual-
ly Prime Minister demon-
strated “the power of organi-
sation.” The statement was
widely interpreted as praise
for the BJP-RSS system,
which is often criticised by
the Congress for its ideology
and functioning.

The BJP was quick to capi-
talise on Singh’s remarks, de-
scribing them as an admission
of the BJP’s superior organi-
sational structure. Party lead-
ers accused the Congress of
lacking internal democracy
and strong grassroots net-
works, contrasting it with
what they described as the
BJP’s disciplined cadre-based

model. The comments were
also used to target Congress
leadership, with BJP spokes-
persons questioning whether
the remarks reflected deeper
dissatisfaction within the
Congress ranks.

Within the Congress, reac-
tions were divided. While
some leaders distanced them-
selves from Singh’s statement,
others privately acknowl-
edged that the party has strug-
gled with organisational co-
herence and grassroots
mobilisation in recent years.
Political observers noted that
Singh had tagged several sen-
ior Congress leaders in his
post, which many interpreted

as a subtle call for introspec-
tion and reform within the
party.

As criticism mounted, Dig-
vijaya Singh issued a clarifica-
tion, stating that his remarks
were limited strictly to organ-
isational capacity and not an
endorsement of the RSS’s ide-
ology. He reaffirmed his long-
standing opposition to the
RSS and maintained that his
ideological position remained
unchanged. According to Sin-
gh, recognising an opponent’s
organisational strength did
not amount to political ap-
proval or support.

The episode has once again
highlighted internal challeng-

es facing the Congress, par-
ticularly as it seeks to rebuild
its organisational base ahead
of crucial state elections and
future national contests. Ana-
lysts believe the controversy
reflects a broader debate with-
in the party over leadership,
internal democracy, and the
need for structural reforms to
counter the BJP’s well-oiled
political machinery.

While the row may fade
from public attention, it has
reignited a larger conversa-
tion on how political parties
organise themselves and the
role strong grassroots net-
works play in shaping long-
term electoral success.

Gig Workers’ Nationwide Strike Likely to Disrupt

New Delhi: App-based deliv-
ery partners and gig workers
across India are preparing for
a nationwide strike on New
Year’s Eve, raising concerns
over possible disruptions to
food delivery, quick commerce
and e-commerce services dur-
ing one of the busiest nights of
the year. The strike follows a
similar protest held on Christ-
mas Day, when delivery opera-
tions in several cities were af-
fected as workers voiced
grievances over declining
earnings and unsafe working
conditions.

Gig worker unions and col-
lectives say the strike is aimed
at drawing attention to long-
standing issues faced by deliv-
ery partners working for ma-
jor food delivery, grocery and
e-commerce platforms. Ac-
cording to union representa-
tives, workers are increasingly
burdened by low per-order pay-
ments, rising fuel and mainte-
nance costs, and unpredictable
incentive structures that make
it difficult to earn a stable in-
come. Many workers claim
that despite longer working
hours, their take-home pay has

New Year’s Eve De

steadily reduced over time.

A major point of contention
is the push for ultra-fast deliv-
ery models, including short
delivery-time guarantees that
workers say force them to rush
through congested city roads,
increasing the risk of acci-
dents and physical stress. De-
livery partners argue that such
targets compromise road safe-
ty and place unfair pressure on
workers, who are penalised if
they fail to meet strict
timelines.

Another key grievance is the
lack of job security and trans-
parency. Workers allege that

their accounts can be suspend-
ed or deactivated without prop-
er explanation, often following
customer complaints or minor
performance issues. Such sus-
pensions, they say, cut off their
only source of income with no
clear mechanism for appeal or
redressal.

Unions are demanding fair
and transparent pay struc-
tures, an end to unrealistic de-
livery targets, better safety
measures, accident insurance
and access to basic social secu-
rity benefits such as health
coverage and pensions. They
are also calling for recognition

liveries

of gig workers as partners
with rights, rather than inde-
pendent contractors with lim-
ited protections.

The proposed New Year’s
Eve strike could have a signifi-
cant impact on restaurants,
cloud kitchens and retail busi-
nesses that depend heavily on
app-based deliveries during
holiday peaks. Consumers may
face delays, reduced service
availability or higher delivery
times, particularly in major
metropolitan areas.

Platform companies have so
far not made detailed public
statements on the planned
strike. In past instances, some
firms have attempted to man-
age disruptions through tem-
porary incentives or alterna-
tive delivery arrangements,
though workers argue that
such measures fail to address
core issues.

As demand for online deliv-
eries surges during the year-
end celebrations, the looming
strike highlights the growing
tension between digital plat-
forms and the workforce that
powers India’s rapidly expand-
ing gig economy.

Operation Aaghat 3.0: Massive Police Crackdown

Ahead

New Delhi: As the national
capital prepares for New Year
celebrations, the Delhi Police
have launched an extensive
crime-prevention drive under
Operation Aaghat 3.0, leading
to the arrest and detention of
hundreds of people in a coor-
dinated crackdown across vul-
nerable parts of the city. The
operation is aimed at ensuring
public safety and preventing
criminal activities during the
year-end festivities.

Police officials said the drive
was carried out late at night
across several areas of South
and South-East Delhi, involv-
ing coordinated raids, inten-
sive vehicle checks and area
domination exercises. As part
of the operation, hundreds of
suspects were arrested under
various laws, including cases
related to illegal liquor, nar-
cotics, gambling and arms pos-
session. In addition, a large
number of individuals were
taken into preventive custody
to deter potential offences dur-
ing the busy festive period.

Authorities stated that the
crackdown specifically target-
ed habitual offenders, organ-
ised crime networks and indi-
viduals involved in activities

that typically increase during
large public gatherings. Many
of those detained were identi-
fied as repeat offenders with
previous criminal records,
while others were linked to
property crimes, vehicle thefts

and street-level
activities.

During the operation, police
recovered illegal weapons, live
ammunition and sharp ob-
jects, along with substantial
quantities of illicit liquor and
narcotic substances. Cash be-
lieved to be connected to gam-
bling activities, stolen mobile
phones and several suspected
stolen vehicles were also
seized. The recoveries, offi-
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cials said, reflect the scale of
criminal activity that authori-
ties aim to curb before New
Year’s Eve.

Senior police officers de-
scribed Operation Aaghat 3.0
as a preventive and deterrent
measure, designed to send a
strong message that criminal
activity will not be tolerated
during the festive season.
They added that heightened
patrols, checkpoints and sur-
prise inspections will contin-
ue in the coming days, espe-
cially in crowded markets,
entertainment hubs and resi-
dential areas.

Residents and local commu-
nity representatives have wel-

comed the increased police
presence, expressing hope that
the intensified security meas-
ures will reduce incidents of
street crime, drunken driving
and anti-social behaviour com-
monly reported during holi-
day celebrations. Police have
urged citizens to cooperate
with security checks and re-
port any suspicious activity to
help maintain law and order.

With large crowds expect-
ed across the city on New
Year’s Eve, Operation Aaghat
3.0 underscores the Delhi Po-
lice’s focus on proactive po-
licing to ensure a safe and
peaceful transition into the
New Year.
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Shiv Sena Councillor’s Hushand
Hacked to Death in Broad Daylight,

Raigad, Maharashtra: Ina
shocking incident that has
sparked outrage and fear,
the husband of a newly
elected Shiv Sena councillor
was brutally hacked to
death on a busy road in
Khopoli town of Raigad dis-
trict. The daylight murder,
which was captured on cam-
era, has raised serious con-
cerns over rising political
violence and public safety.

The victim, identified as
Mangesh Sadashiv Kalokhe,
was attacked on Friday
morning shortly after he
dropped his children at
school. According to police,
a group of assailants armed
with swords, sickles and an
axe chased him on a crowd-
ed road before overpower-
ing him. The attackers re-
peatedly struck Kalokhe,
killing him on the spot, as
passersby looked on in
shock. The entire incident
was recorded on nearby sur-
veillance cameras, which
are now a key part of the
investigation.

Kalokhe was the husband
of Manasi Kalokhe, a Shiv

Sena councillor who was re-
cently elected to the Khopoli
Municipal Council. Prelimi-
nary investigations suggest
the murder may be linked to
political rivalry following
recent local body elections.
Police sources said there
had been longstanding en-
mity between the victim and
some local political oppo-
nents, which may have esca-
lated into violence.

Based on a complaint filed
by the victim’s family, police
have registered a case of
murder and criminal con-
spiracy under relevant sec-
tions of the law. Several sus-
pects have been named, and
teams have been formed to
track down those involved
in the attack. While some ac-
cused have been identified,
others are still absconding,
prompting police to conduct
raids at multiple locations.

The incident triggered
tension in the area, with
Shiv Sena workers and local
residents gathering near the
police station demanding
immediate arrests and strict
action against the culprits.

Supporters of the councillor
alleged that the killing was
a planned and targeted at-
tack driven by political ven-
detta. Police officials said
additional forces were de-
ployed in Khopoli to prevent
any escalation of unrest and
to maintain law and order.

Senior police officers have
assured that the case is be-
ing investigated thoroughly
and that no one involved
will be spared, regardless of
political affiliation. They
added that forensic evi-
dence, CCTV footage and
witness statements are be-
ing examined to reconstruct
the sequence of events and
establish the motive behind
the crime.

The brutal murder has
once again highlighted con-
cerns over violence linked
to local politics and the safe-
ty of elected representatives
and their families. As the
investigation continues, res-
idents of Khopoli remain
anxious, hoping for swift
justice and stronger meas-
ures to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

Udaipur Gang Rape Case: Disturbing
Details Emerge as Police Intensify

Udaipur, Rajasthan:
Shocking details have
emerged in a gang rape
case reported from
Udaipur, where a woman
employee of a private IT
firm has accused senior
company officials of sexu-
ally assaulting her inside
amoving car. The incident
has triggered widespread
outrage and raised serious
questions about workplace
safety and abuse of
power.

According to the police,
the incident occurred after
an office-related celebra-
tion. The survivor, who
holds a managerial position
in the company, alleged that
she was offered a lift home
by colleagues, including the
company’s chief executive
officer and others. During
the journey, she reportedly
lost consciousness. When
she later regained aware-
ness, she found herself in-
jured and in severe pain.

A medical examination
conducted soon after con-
firmed sexual assault. Doc-
tors noted multiple injuries
on her body, including inju-
ries to her private parts. The
survivor also informed the

Probe

police that her undergar-
ments and some personal
belongings were missing,
strengthening the allega-
tion of sexual violence. The
medical findings have been
recorded as key evidence in
the case.

Investigators said that the
survivor approached the po-
lice after piecing together
the sequence of events and
realising the seriousness of
what had occurred. Based
on her complaint, the police
registered a case of gang
rape and criminal conspira-
cy under relevant sections
of the law. Three people, in-
cluding the CEO of the IT
firm, a senior female execu-
tive, and the executive’s hus-
band, have been arrested in
connection with the case.

One of the most crucial
pieces of evidence is footage
recovered from a dash cam-
era installed in the vehicle.
Police believe the recording
captured portions of the in-
cident and conversations
linked to the crime. Foren-
sic teams are examining the
footage along with mobile
phone data and other digital
evidence to establish the ex-
act timeline and roles of the

accused.

Senior police officials
said the investigation is be-
ing handled with utmost se-
riousness, given the gravity
of the crime and the posi-
tions held by the accused.
The arrested individuals
have been produced before a
court and remanded to po-
lice custody for further
questioning. Authorities
have also indicated that ad-
ditional arrests are possible
if the probe reveals the in-
volvement of others.

The case has sparked an-
ger among women’s rights
groups and civil society or-
ganisations, who have de-
manded swift justice and
strict punishment for the ac-
cused. Many have pointed
out that the alleged involve-
ment of top company offi-
cials highlights the vulner-
ability faced by women in
professional environments.

As the investigation con-
tinues, the incident has once
again brought the spotlight
on sexual violence, misuse
of authority, and the urgent
need for stronger safeguards
to protect women, both in
workplaces and public
spaces.
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China Sets New World Record With High Speed
MaglevTrain Hitting 700 km/hin Two Seconds

Beijing: China has made
headlines in the global
transport arena after its
high speed magnetic levi-
tation (maglev) train re-
portedly reached 700 kilo-
metres per hour in just

Indian-Origin Tech Leader
Jayshree Ullal Tops Hurun Rich
List

challenge. They point out
that developing safe, reli-
able and cost effective
maglev networks for eve-
ryday public use involves
overcoming significant
engineering, economic

New Delhi: Indian-origin technolo-
gy executive Jayshree Ullal has
emerged as the wealthiest Indian-ori-
gin professional manager in the world,
securing the top position on the latest
Hurun Rich List. Her rise to the top
underscores her long and successful
career in the global technology sector
and highlights the growing influence
of Indian-origin leaders in Silicon
Valley.

Jayshree Ullal is the President and
Chief Executive Officer of Arista Net-
works, a leading cloud networking
company based in the United States.
Her estimated net worth stands at over

50,000 crore, driven largely by her sig-
nificant shareholding in the company.
This places her ahead of several well-
known Indian-origin technology lead-
ers, including Microsoft CEO Satya
Nadella and Google CEO Sundar
Pichai.

Born in London to Indian parents,
Ullal spent her early years in New Del-
hi, where she completed her school-
ing. She later moved to the United
States for higher education, earning a
degree in electrical engineering fol-
lowed by a master’s degree in engi-
neering management. Her strong aca-
demic background laid the foundation
for a career spanning several decades
in the technology industry.

Before joining Arista Networks, Ul-
1al held senior leadership roles at ma-

jor technology firms, gaining deep ex-
pertise in networking and enterprise
solutions. She became the CEO of
Arista in 2008 and has since played
a key role in transforming the com-
pany into a major player in high-
performance networking, particu-
larly in data centres and cloud
infrastructure.

Under her leadership, Arista Net-
works has seen remarkable growth,
benefiting from rising global demand
for cloud computing and artificial in-
telligence-driven data services. The
company'’s strong stock performance
over the years has significantly boost-
ed Ullal’s personal wealth, largely due
to her equity stake rather than con-
ventional executive compensation
alone.

Industry observers note that Ullal’s
success reflects a shift in how wealth
is created among top executives, with
ownership and long-term value crea-
tion playing a greater role than sala-
ries or bonuses. Her achievement is
also notable in a sector where women
remain underrepresented at the high-
est leadership levels.

Jayshree Ullal’s journey from India
to the top of the global tech wealth
rankings is being widely seen as an
inspiration, symbolising the global
impact of Indian-origin professionals
and their growing leadership role in
shaping the future of technology.

Donald Trump Cast in Satirical Light
as “Santa Who Keeps the Gifts for
Himself”

Washington, December 28, 2025 — A
satirical take on U.S. President Donald
Trump’s high-profile holiday activi-
ties has grabbed attention, portraying
him as a larger-than-life figure who,
instead of spreading festive cheer,
ends up hoarding the spotlight and
“all the goodies” for himself.

The commentary uses the familiar
imagery of Santa Claus to lampoon
Trump’s approach to public appear-
ances and political messaging during
the Christmas season. In the humor-
ous narrative, Trump is imagined
stealing Santa’s hat and crafting his
own version of the traditional “naugh-
ty and nice” list — unsurprisingly
placing himself at the top. The piece
depicts him as dubbing himself a kind
of holiday gift-giver, complete with
self-affirming titles like “President of
Peace” and claims of delivering “Re-
sults for America,” highlighting what
critics see as his penchant for self-pro-
motion and dominance of media
narratives.

Rather than celebrating shared
goodwill, the satire suggests Trump
turns the classic role of Santa into an
exercise in self-aggrandisement. He is
described as diverting attention and
accolades toward himself, portraying
his administration’s achievements
and decisions as gifts to the nation,
while critics argue this reframing un-
derscores his tendency to centre pub-
lic discourse around personal
branding.

The portrayal comes amid a back-
drop of other holiday-season antics by
Trump that drew mixed public reac-
tions. For instance, during this year’s
NORAD Santa Tracker calls, he en-
gaged with children waiting for San-
ta’s arrival and made lighthearted re-
marks, while also blending in political
commentary and slogans — even
promising protection from a so-called
“bad Santa.” That blend of festive tra-
dition with political messaging was
widely noted and sometimes critiqued
by observers as blurring the line be-
tween holiday cheer and political
rallying.

The satire taps into broader public
debates about Trump’s leadership
style, media presence and self-repre-
sentation. Supporters tend to view his
holiday engagements and distinctive
communication approach as energetic
and personable, while critics see it as
further evidence of a leader who pri-
oritises personal narrative and public-
ity over substance.

By casting Trump in the role of a
Santa-like figure who “runs away with
all the goodies,” the commentary un-
derscores how deeply intertwined his
persona remains with American po-
litical culture — even in settings tra-
ditionally reserved for light-hearted
celebration. The satirical angle re-
flects ongoing cultural conversations
about political leadership, media spec-
tacle and public perception during the
festive season.

two seconds, setting a new
world record. This
achievement marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the
country’s ambitious ef-
forts to pioneer next gen-
eration rail technology.
The high speed maglev
system, developed by Chi-
nese engineers, uses mag-
netic levitation to lift the
train above the tracks,
eliminating friction and
allowing for exceptionally
smooth and rapid move-
ment. During recent tests,
the train accelerated at
unprecedented speed,
demonstrating China’s
growing capabilities in
advanced rail systems —
a sector seen as crucial
for future mass transpor-
tation both domestically
and internationally.
According to official
statements, engineers
achieved the breakneck
acceleration by leveraging
powerful superconducting
magnets and cutting edge
control systems, which al-
lowed the train to reach
700 km/h in approximate-

ly two seconds. This rapid
velocity gain underscores
the potential of maglev
technology to revolution-
ise long distance travel by
reducing journey times
dramatically compared
with conventional high
speed rail.

The record setting de-
velopment comes amid
China’s broader push to
expand its high speed
transportation network.
The country already oper-
ates the world’s largest

high speed rail network,
connecting major cities
with conventional bullet
trains. With maglev tech-
nology now reaching new
benchmarks, China aims
to introduce ultra fast
links that could one day
rival short haul air travel
in speed and efficiency.
State media and indus-
try experts have high-
lighted the strategic im-
portance of this
achievement. They say the
success not only boosts

national pride but also po-
sitions China as a front-
runner in competing with
other countries investing
in similar technologies.
Nations such as Japan
and Germany have long
been involved in maglev
research, but China’s re-
cent performance sug-
gests it is closing the inno-
vation gap rapidly.
Critics, however, cau-
tion that achieving high
speeds in test conditions
is only one part of the

and regulatory hurdles.
Infrastructure costs, en-
ergy requirements and
system integration with
existing transport net-
works remain key areas
of focus.

Supporters of the pro-
ject argue that continued
advancement in maglev
technology could yield
long term benefits, such
asreduced travel times be-
tween major urban cen-
tres, lowered environmen-
tal impact compared with
air travel, and enhanced
connectivity in densely
populated regions.

As China continues to
refine and expand its high
speed maglev systems, the
world will be watching
closely to see how quickly
the technology transitions
from experimental re-
cords to mainstream com-
mercial use. The recent
700 km/h achievement is a
bold step toward that fu-
ture, signalling China’s
determination to lead in
next generation rail
transport.

Khalistani Supporters Disrupt Hindu Protest in
London Over Killings in Bangladesh

London: A peaceful pro-
test organised by members
of the Hindu community
outside the Bangladesh
High Commission in Lon-
don was disrupted on
Saturday after a group
linked to the Khalistani
movement arrived at the
site, triggering tensions
and drawing police
intervention.

The protest was held by
British Indian and Bangla-
deshi Hindu groups to con-
demn recent incidents of
violence against Hindus in
Bangladesh. Demonstra-
tors raised concerns over
the safety of minority
communities, citing cases
of lynching, targeted at-
tacks, and alleged failures
to protect vulnerable
groups. Holding placards
and chanting slogans, pro-
testers called for justice for
victims and urged the in-
ternational community to
take note of what they de-
scribed as a worsening hu-
man rights situation.

Midway through the
demonstration, a small
group of pro-Khalistan

supporters reached the
venue and began shout-
ing slogans unrelated to
the original protest. They
waved flags associated
with the Khalistan move-
ment, diverting attention
from the core issue and
creating a tense atmos-
phere. Protest organisers
said the disruption was
unexpected and had no
connection to the de-
mands being raised by
the Hindu groups.

Police officers sta-
tioned at the site moved
quickly to prevent the
situation from escalat-
ing. They formed a buffer
between the groups and
repeatedly appealed for
calm, stressing that all
sides had the right to
peaceful protest but
must not interfere with
others. The situation
was eventually brought
under control, and no in-
juries or arrests were

reported.

Community leaders par-
ticipating in the protest ex-
pressed strong disapproval
of the disruption. They
said the demonstration
was focused solely on high-
lighting violence against
minorities in Bangladesh
and was not intended to
engage in unrelated po-
litical or separatist agen-
das. Organisers stressed
the importance of main-
taining the dignity and

focus of peaceful pro-
tests, especially when
raising sensitive human
rights concerns.

The incident once again
highlighted how interna-
tional and regional politi-
cal issues often spill over
into diaspora spaces,
sometimes leading to fric-
tion between different
groups. In cities like Lon-
don, which host diverse
migrant communities,
protests linked to South
Asian politics frequently
reflect deep-rooted divi-
sions and competing
narratives.

Despite the disruption,
organisers said they would
continue their efforts to
draw attention to attacks
on minorities in Bangla-
desh through peaceful
means. They reiterated
their appeal to authorities
and international bodies
to ensure accountability
and protection for vulner-
able communities, while
calling on all groups to re-
spect the purpose and
sanctity of peaceful civic
protests.

Man Jumps from Grand Mosque in Makkah in
Apparent Suicide Attempt

Makkah, Saudi Arabia:
A disturbing incident un-
folded at Islam’s holiest
site after a man reported-
ly jumped from the upper
level of the Grand Mosque
in Makkah in what au-
thorities are calling an ap-
parent suicide attempt.
The dramatic event oc-
curred amid the constant
flow of worshippers per-
forming prayers, drawing
immediate attention from
pilgrims and security
personnel.

According to eyewit-
ness accounts, the man
suddenly climbed onto a
ledge at one of the higher
balconies of the mosque’s
sprawling structure and
leapt down. Onlookers
were shocked as the fall
unfolded in a sacred and
crowded space. Security
and medical teams at the
mosque responded quick-
1y, rushing to the man’s aid
and transferring him to a
nearby hospital for urgent
treatment.

Officials have described
the man’s condition as se-
rious but said he is alive.
There has been no imme-
diate official statement ex-

plaining his motives or
background, and investi-
gations are underway to
determine the circum-
stances that led to the in-
cident. Saudi authorities
typically initiate inquir-
ies into such occurrences,
including psychological
and social assessments,
while coordinating with
appropriate ministry
departments.

The Grand Mosque, or
Masjid al-Haram, attracts
millions of pilgrims annu-

ally, particularly during
major Islamic observanc-
es and the year round um-
rah pilgrimage. The
sprawling complex is
closely monitored by secu-
rity forces and medical
stations to ensure the safe-
ty and well being of wor-
shippers. Despite these
measures, the large
crowds and emotional in-
tensity of the site can
sometimes contribute to
personal distress for vul-
nerable individuals.

Religious authorities
and community leaders
have expressed concern
about the incident and are
emphasising the impor-
tance of mental health
awareness and support for
individuals facing distress
or personal crises. In Sau-
di Arabia, there has been
growing attention to men-
tal health issues in recent
years, with campaigns
aimed at reducing stigma
and enhancing access to
care.

The event has also
prompted discussions
among pilgrims and on so-
cial platforms about the
pressures faced by individ-
uals, even in places of
deep spiritual signifi-
cance. Experts say that
while religious sites are
intended for reflection and
peace, personal struggles
and psychological chal-
lenges can affect people
regardless of setting.

Authorities at the Grand
Mosque are expected to re-
view security footage and
interview witnesses as
part of the ongoing inves-
tigation. Officials reaf-
firmed that the safety of
worshippers remains a top
priority and said that ad-
ditional support services
will be made available to
visitors who may be affect-
ed by witnessing the
incident.

The situation serves as a
reminder of the complex
interaction between pub-
lic spaces, individual well
being and the need for
comprehensive support
for mental health — even
in the most revered of
settings.
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AMD Stock Pauses as Investors Eye China
Exports,Al Chip Roadmap, and Analyst Targets

Advanced Micro Devices
(AMD) ended the final trading
week of 2025 with its stock
showing relative stability, as in-
vestors weighed several factors
that could influence the compa-
ny’s performance in 2026. Shares
hovered around the $215 mark
amid holiday-thinned trading
volumes, with market partici-
pants closely watching potential
catalysts for the new year.

A key focus for AMD is its ex-
posure to China’s export mar-
ket. U.S. export controls on ad-
vanced AI chips have created
uncertainty for chipmakers,
limiting sales to major Chinese
customers. Any easing of these
restrictions could unlock sub-
stantial revenue opportunities
for AMD, particularly for its da-
ta-center Al accelerators, which
have been tailored to meet regu-
latory requirements. Analysts
suggest that even modest pro-
gress on export approvals could
serve as a significant upside
catalyst for AMD’s stock.

Equally important is AMD’s
Al chip roadmap. The company
has made strategic investments
in next-generation AI proces-
sors designed for servers and
cloud applications, a segment
witnessing rapid growth. Part-
nerships and product launches
planned for early 2026 are ex-
pected to strengthen AMD’s po-
sition in the competitive semi-

conductor landscape. With
demand for AI infrastructure
rising globally, AMD is well-
placed to capitalize on the ex-
panding market for high-perfor-
mance computing solutions.
Wall Street analysts hold a
cautiously optimistic view.
Many have reaffirmed bullish
price targets, citing AMD'’s ro-
bust financial performance,
growing market share in server
CPUs, and competitive position-
ing against rivals. However,
some analysts warn of near-
term risks, including supply
chain constraints, competition
from larger players, and the un-
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certainty surrounding regula-
tory approvals for international
sales. These factors contribute
to potential volatility in the
stock as trading resumes after
the holiday break.

Market dynamics also play a
role. The so-called “Santa Claus
rally” period, characterized by
low liquidity and year-end port-
folio adjustments, can amplify
price swings. Investors are also
attentive to broader macroeco-
nomic developments, including
Federal Reserve announce-
ments and interest rate expecta-
tions, which can affect technol-
ogy sector valuations,

particularly for high-beta stocks
like AMD.

In conclusion, AMD’s stock
performance at the close of 2025
reflects a balance between long-
term optimism and short-term
uncertainty. While the AI chip
roadmap and potential access to
the Chinese market provide
strong growth prospects, regula-
tory, supply chain, and competi-
tive factors continue to shape
investor sentiment. As 2026 be-
gins, AMD’s stock is likely to re-
act to these developments, with
export approvals and Al product
rollouts serving as key drivers
for market performance.

More Than 50 Small Cap Stocks Jump Between
10% and 34% as Broader Market Outperforms

Indian equity markets extend-
ed their resilience in the final
trading week of 2025, with broad
market indices outperforming
the headline benchmarks and
driving strong gains in small
cap stocks across sectors. Inves-
tors witnessed a notable rally in
several smaller companies, even
as benchmark indices delivered
modest overall returns in a holi-
day shortened week.

The BSE Smallcap index rose
about 1 percent, while the BSE
Midcap and Largecap indices
also advanced, though at more
tempered paces. In contrast, the
headline indices posted margin-
al gains: the BSE Sensex added
just over 100 points and the Nif-
ty50 climbed modestly, reflect-
ing broad but cautious buying
amid thin year end trading.

What stood out most was the
outperformance of more than 50
small cap stocks, which deliv-
ered impressive gains ranging
from approximately 10 percent
to as much as 34 percent over the
week. These rallies were driven
by stock specific developments,
select sector momentum, and a

broader appetite for companies
that are often seen as more sen-
sitive to domestic economic re-
covery and growth prospects.

Sectoral trends showed mixed
fortunes. The Nifty Defence in-
dex led the gains, rising more
than 3 percent, indicating strong
interest in companies tied to de-
fence and strategic sectors. The
Nifty Metal index also posted
solid returns, rising nearly 3
percent, while the Nifty Media
index made modest gains. On
the flip side, defensive segments
like PSU Banks saw slight de-
clines, and key sectors such as
IT and Pharma edged lower, re-
flecting selective sector rotation
by market participants.

Market analysts attributed
the broader market resilience
and small cap strength to a mix
of domestic demand optimism,
supportive liquidity conditions
in India, and investor hopes of a
more accommodative monetary
policy in 2026. Despite persis-
tent foreign institutional inves-
tor (FII) selling, which saw sig-
nificant outflows during the
week, domestic institutional in-
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vestors (DIIs stepped in as net
buyers, providing the backing
needed to sustain buying inter-
est across a broad range of
stocks.

Other macro factors also
played a role. The rupee re-
mained under pressure but was
stabilized through central bank
interventions, while global cues
such as strong U.S. economic
data and lower crude oil prices
helped shape cautious optimism
among domestic investors.
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Overall, the week’s market ac-
tivity underscored a broader
theme: while benchmark indi-
ces may be moving in a narrow
range due to year end liquidity
constraints, underlying market
breadth is strengthening, as re-
flected in the sharp rallies
among small cap stocks. This di-
vergence suggests that traders
and investors are actively seek-
ing value opportunities beyond
large caps, even as they await
fresh catalysts in the new year.

Zepto Files Confidential IPO with SEBI, Eyes 311,000
Crore Fundraising

Indian quick-commerce uni-
corn Zepto has taken a signifi-
cant step toward going public by
filing confidential draft IPO pa-
pers with the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI).
The company is targeting a capi-
tal raise of approximately 11,000
crore, marking one of the largest
anticipated IPOs in India’s start-
up ecosystem. This move high-
lights the growing trend of high-
growth technology firms
leveraging public markets to
fund expansion and scale
operations.

The confidential pre-filing ap-
proach allows Zepto to submit
its draft red herring prospectus
to SEBI for initial review with-
out making it public. This meth-
od provides regulatory clarity
while giving the company flexi-
bility to refine disclosures be-
fore officially launching the IPO.
Such a route has become in-
creasingly popular among start-
ups preparing for large-scale
listings, particularly in sectors
experiencing rapid growth.

Founded by Stanford gradu-
ates Aadit Palicha and Kaivalya
Vohra, Zepto is built around a
10-minute grocery delivery mod-
el. The company has expanded
aggressively across major Indi-
an cities using a network of
“dark stores,” which enables ul-
tra-fast order fulfillment. Since
reaching unicorn status in 2023,
Zepto has raised nearly $1.8 bil-
lion in private funding, attract-
ing marquee investors and es-

tablishing itself as a formidable
player in the competitive quick-
commerce landscape.

The planned IPO is expected to
include both a fresh issue of
shares and an offer for sale by
early investors. Proceeds from
the fresh issue are likely in-
tended for expanding opera-
tions, strengthening the bal-
ance sheet, and pursuing
strategic initiatives, position-
ing Zepto to compete effectively
with rivals such as Blinkit and
Instamart. A successful listing
would also provide early inves-
tors with partial liquidity,

while enhancing the company’s
visibility in the public market.

Zepto’s financial perfor-
mance reflects strong revenue
growth, driven by rising de-
mand for convenient, rapid gro-
cery delivery. While profitabil-
ity remains a long-term goal,
access to public capital is ex-
pected to accelerate growth,
fund infrastructure develop-
ment, and enhance marketing
efforts. Analysts expect that in-
vestor appetite for this IPO will
be high, given Zepto’s brand
recognition, rapid market ex-
pansion, and the broader inter-

est in technology-driven con-
sumer services.

As India’s primary markets
continue to see increased activ-
ity, Zepto’s upcoming IPO is
poised to become a defining mo-
ment for the quick-commerce
sector. The combination of reg-
ulatory approval, investor in-
terest, and operational scale
will determine the success of
one of the most anticipated list-
ings in 2026, highlighting both
the maturity of India’s startup
ecosystem and the growing ap-
petite for transformative con-
sumer technology companies.
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Indian Markets Trim Gains as Year-End
Rally Fizzles; Sensex and Nifty End
Lower

Indian equity markets ended lower
on December 26, 2025, as benchmark
indices gave up earlier gains amid
thin year-end trading and cautious in-
vestor sentiment. Both the BSE Sensex
and Nifty 50 slipped from recent highs,
reflecting broader profit-booking and
subdued liquidity during the holiday-
shortened session.

The Sensex fell by approximately
367 points to settle around 85,041,
while the Nifty 50 ended near 26,042,
marking a modest decline compared
with the previous trading day. This dip
followed a series of weaker sessions
over the week, as markets struggled to
maintain momentum amid persistent
foreign investor outflows and a lack of
fresh catalysts. Despite the declines,
analysts noted that technical support
levels remain intact, preventing a
sharper correction.

Sectoral performance was mixed.
Information technology, banking, and
auto stocks underperformed and con-
tributed to the downward pressure on
the indices. In contrast, defensive and
value-oriented segments, including
defence, metal, and select consumer
durable stocks, showed resilience and
recorded modest gains. Structural
changes in sector representation also
drew investor attention, particularly
the reshuffling of banking stocks in
key indices, reflecting evolving mar-
ket dynamics.

Trading volumes remained sub-
dued, a characteristic feature of the
year-end market, as many institution-
al investors had already squared posi-
tions. Domestic institutions continued

to support buying activity, even as for-
eign institutional investors registered
net outflows. This combination result-
ed in a narrow trading range for the
Nifty, indicating consolidation in the
market as participants awaited new
triggers.

Analysts highlighted that underly-
ing technical support around key lev-
els, such as 26,000 on the Nifty, re-
mains significant. Sustaining these
levels could bolster investor confi-
dence as the market moves into early
2026. While headline indices showed
muted performance, selective interest
in midcap and smallcap stocks persist-
ed, indicating pockets of optimism
among investors willing to explore
growth opportunities beyond
largecaps.

Looking ahead, market participants
will monitor the upcoming Q3 earn-
ings season, macroeconomic indica-
tors, and Reserve Bank of India policy
updates, which are expected to influ-
ence market direction in the new year.
Additionally, global economic cues,
including crude oil prices and U.S. eco-
nomic data, will play a crucial role in
shaping investor sentiment and the
performance of Indian equities.

In summary, while the year-end ral-
ly softened on December 26, underly-
ing market breadth remained healthy;,
highlighting cautious optimism amid
selective buying. Investors are expect-
ed to navigate early 2026 with a focus
on earnings trends and macroeconom-
ic developments, setting the tone for
the next phase of equity market
performance.

Railway Stocks Surge Up to 10% on Fare Hike
and Budget Optimism

Shares of railway-linked companies
such as Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd (RVNL),
Indian Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC), and Indian Railway Catering &
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) rallied
sharply in Indian markets, with some
gaining as much as 10-12 percent on
Friday. The surge comes amid a combi-
nation of revised passenger fares and
investor optimism ahead of the upcom-
ing Union Budget 2026-27, which is ex-
pected to boost railway infrastructure
investment.

A key trigger for the rally was the im-
plementation of a revised passenger
fare structure by Indian Railways, ef-
fective from December 26. While the
fare increases were modest, they are
expected to generate additional reve-
nue for the national transporter in the
current financial year. Market partici-
pants viewed this as a positive step to-
ward enhancing financial sustainabil-
ity for Railways and related public
sector undertakings. Analysts noted
that even small incremental revenue
could improve earnings visibility for
companies like IRCTC, which derive
income from ticketing, catering, and
tourism services.

Investor interest was also supported
by pre-budget expectations. Market
participants are anticipating higher
government allocations toward rail-
way modernization, station redevelop-
ment, electrification, and expansion
projects such as dedicated freight cor-

ridors. The prospect of increased capi-
tal expenditure and supportive policy
measures has historically boosted sen-
timent in railway and infrastructure
stocks.

During the session, RVNL emerged
as one of the biggest gainers, leading
the sector’s advance. IRFC and IRCTC
also witnessed strong buying interest,
attracting both institutional and retail
investors. Many stocks that had under-
performed earlier in the year saw re-
newed demand, driven by bargain-
hunting, technical buying, and
optimism surrounding future budget-
ary support.

Despite the rally, analysts cautioned
that the gains appear largely senti-
ment-driven. Sustainable long-term re-
turns for railway stocks will depend on
the actual implementation of infra-
structure projects, continued revenue
growth, and clarity on government
budget allocations. Investors are ad-
vised to consider both the positive sen-
timent and the execution risks before
entering positions in these counters.

Overall, the surge in railway stocks
highlights the market’s sensitivity to
policy signals and revenue triggers.
While short-term momentum is strong,
the sector’s performance over the next
few months will largely hinge on budg-
etary announcements, project execu-
tion, and earnings visibility, making it
a key area to watch as India moves into
2026.
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Samsung May Source BOE Displays
for Galaxy Phones and SmartTVs
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Samsung is reportedly
considering a renewed
partnership with Chinese
display maker BOE Tech-
nology Group to supply
display panels for both its
Galaxy smartphones and
smart TVs. This move
comes as Samsung looks
to diversify its compo-
nent suppliers and man-
age rising costs for key
hardware like displays.

BOE, one of the world’s
largest display manufac-
turers, has previously
supplied LCD and OLED
panels for Samsung de-
vices, particularly for
mid-range Galaxy phones
and TV panels. A legal
dispute between BOE and
Samsung Display over
OLED patents led to a
temporary pause in col-
laboration, but that dis-
pute has since been re-
solved. Executives from
both companies have re-
portedly held talks to ex-
plore deeper collabora-

Hello, Luca

tion once again.

Under the renewed dis-
cussions, BOE could sup-
ply small-sized OLED
panels for future Galaxy
smartphones and large
LCD panels for Sam-
sung’s smart TV lineup.
While Samsung Display
has traditionally been the
primary supplier of pre-
mium OLED screens for
flagship Galaxy S and
Galaxy Z foldable series,
rising component costs
are prompting the com-
pany to consider alterna-
tive suppliers as a strate-
gic move.

BOE already supplies
display panels to several
major global smartphone
brands, including Oppo,
Huawei, and Vivo, and
has also been part of Ap-
ple’s supply chain for cer-
tain iPhone models. Re-
entering Samsung’s
supply chain at scale
would mark a major
boost for BOE after years

of legal tension between
the two companies.

For Samsung, diversi-
fying suppliers could
help offset price pres-
sures on components
such as memory, proces-
sors, and sensors, which
have been rising globally.
For BOE, renewed collab-
oration with Samsung
would strengthen its posi-
tion in the global display
market and expand its
reach in the premium
segment.

While neither Sam-
sung nor BOE has offi-
cially confirmed the deal,
the industry is watching
closely. This development
could reshape how dis-
play panels are sourced
for some of the world’s
most popular smart-
phones and televisions in
the coming years, poten-
tially impacting pricing,
availability, and innova-
tion in the display space.

OpenAl and Anthropic Give Developers a
Holiday Gift with Doubled Al Usage Limits

ity

As the year winds
down, Al enthusiasts and
developers have reason to
celebrate. OpenAlI and
Anthropic have rolled out
temporary measures that
double the usage limits
for their flagship Al tools,
ensuring creators can
push their projects to the
limit before 2026 begins.

OpenAlI’s initiative fo-
cuses on Codex, its Al-
powered coding assistant.
Codex helps users gener-
ate, edit, and understand
code using natural lan-
guage instructions. For a
limited time, developers
using Codex will enjoy
twice their usual rate
limits, a boost that will
remain active until Janu-
ary 1, 2026. The move is
aimed at helping pro-
grammers handle larger
workloads, experiment
with new coding ideas,
and complete projects
without hitting frustrat-
ing usage caps.

Anthropic is offering a
similar boost for its
Claude Al platform, spe-
cifically for Claude Pro
and Claude Max sub-
scribers. From December
25 to December 31, these
users will experience

doubled usage across
web, desktop, and mobile
applications. This tempo-
rary upgrade mainly ben-
efits individual subscrib-
ers, leaving team and
enterprise plans at their
standard limits.

Both companies frame
the increase as a holiday
gesture to appreciate de-
velopers who rely on
these Al tools for coding,
prototyping, research,
and experimentation.
High usage limits are
particularly valuable
during the busy end-of-
year period, when dead-
lines and personal pro-
jects often collide.
Developers can now ex-
plore more ambitious
tasks without worrying
about interruptions or
restrictions.

This holiday boost also
reflects broader industry
dynamics. Al platforms
are facing intense compe-
tition and growing de-
mand, and temporary en-
hancements like doubled
limits can attract new us-
ers while retaining loyal
subscribers. Experts
note that long-term solu-
tions, such as mid-tier
subscription plans offer-
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ing more flexibility, could
better support independ-
ent developers and hob-
byists who struggle un-
der normal rate
restrictions.

Once the promotion
ends, usage limits for Co-
dex and Claude will re-
vert to their standard
subscription levels. For
the next week, however,
developers have a rare
opportunity to experi-
ment freely, test innova-
tive ideas, and build am-
bitious projects using
some of the most power-
ful AI tools available
today.

This initiative shows
how Al companies are in-
creasingly focused on
user experience and de-
veloper engagement,
combining technological
innovation with smart
incentives. As OpenAl
and Anthropic temporar-
ily open the floodgates,
the AI community is get-
ting a festive boost to end
the year creatively — a
timely reminder that the
world of artificial intel-
ligence is not only about
machines but also about
empowering human
creativity.

OFF BEAT

Google is reportedly
exploring one of the most
futuristic ideas in tech-
nology: establishing Al-
powered data centers in
space. The concept in-
volves launching satel-
lites equipped with ad-
vanced computing
hardware to process
large-scale Al workloads
above Earth, using solar
energy as a continuous
power source. While the
plan could revolutionize
data processing and en-
ergy efficiency, scientists
warn that Earth’s in-
creasingly crowded orbit
could pose significant
risks.

The project, internally
dubbed Project Suncatch-
er, would place dozens of
satellites in sun-synchro-
nous low Earth orbit,
where they can receive
near-constant sunlight.
These satellites are de-
signed to work together
as a coordinated data-pro-
cessing network, poten-
tially reducing the need
for massive, energy-hun-
gry terrestrial data cent-
ers. The idea is ambi-
tious: harness space’s
untapped energy and
bandwidth to power the
next generation of Al
applications.

However, experts cau-
tion that the orbital envi-
ronment is becoming ex-

tremely congested.
Thousands of active sat-
ellites, along with decom-
missioned spacecraft and
fragments of debris, pop-
ulate low Earth orbit. At
the high speeds at which
satellites travel — rough-
ly 28,000 kilometers per
hour — even a small col-
lision can create cata-
strophic damage and trig-
ger a cascade of debris,
known as Kessler syn-
drome, which could make
entire orbital regions
hazardous for other
spacecraft.

Google’s plan is par-

ticularly sensitive be-
cause its satellites would
operate in tight forma-
tions, just hundreds of
meters apart, to maintain
a synchronized AI net-
work. While this is neces-
sary for data sharing and
system efficiency, it
leaves little margin for
error in case of collision
threats or emergency ma-
neuvers. Analysts note
that recent years have
seen hundreds of thou-
sands of collision-avoid-
ance maneuvers world-
wide, and the addition of
a dense constellation like
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Google’s Space-Based Al Data Center Faces
Challenges Amid Orbital Gongestion

Google’s could further
strain orbital safety.

To make the concept vi-
able, companies like
Google will need highly
sophisticated collision-
avoidance technologies,
international coordina-
tion for orbital traffic
management, and proac-
tive measures to remove
or mitigate space debris.
Experts emphasize that
without these safeguards,
even a groundbreaking
project could inadvert-
ently worsen the already
critical issue of orbital
crowding.

Despite these challeng-
es, the idea of space-
based AI computation re-
mains tantalizing. If
successful, it could sig-
nificantly reduce terres-
trial energy consump-
tion, increase processing
efficiency, and open new
possibilities for space-
based innovation. Yet,
the project underscores a
critical lesson: as human-
ity reaches for the stars,
the orbital environment
itself must be managed
carefully to ensure the
safety and sustainability
of future space ventures.

Realme Neo 8 Rumored to Launch in January 2026
with Flagship Specs

Realme is reportedly
preparing to launch its
next-generation smart-
phone, the Realme Neo 8,
in China as early as Jan-
uary 2026, with a global
rollout expected later in
the year. The device is ex-
pected to be a major up-
grade over its predeces-
sor, the Neo 7, and may
launch in other markets,
including India, under a
different name such as
the Realme GT 8.

Leaks suggest that the
Neo 8 will be powered by
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon
8 Gen 5 chipset, position-
ing it as a high-end or
flagship-level device.
This represents a signifi-
cant performance up-
grade compared to last
year’s Neo 7.

One of the standout
features is a massive
8,000 mAh battery, which
promises extended bat-
tery life. The phone is
also expected to support
80 W fast charging, al-
lowing quick recharges
despite the large battery
capacity.

The display is rumor-

ed to be a flat AMOLED
or LTPS panel with ap-
proximately 1.5K resolu-
tion and a 120 Hz refresh

rate, providing smooth
visuals for gaming,
streaming, and daily use.
Premium features may

include an ultrasonic in-
display fingerprint scan-
ner, a metal frame with
glass back, and IP68 dust

and water resistance, of-
fering durability and a
premium feel.

Camera details are
still emerging, but the
Neo 8 is expected to fea-
ture multiple lenses,
with a likely 50 MP main
sensor accompanied by
additional sensors for
wide-angle and possibly
macro photography.

Realme may also ex-
pand the Neo 8 lineup
with variants such as the
Neo 8 Turbo, Neo 8 SE,
and Neo 8x, catering to
different price segments
and performance re-
quirements throughout
2026.

Overall, the Realme
Neo 8 appears to com-
bine flagship-level per-
formance, a large bat-
tery, and a premium
design, making it one of
the most anticipated
smartphones of early
2026. Fans and tech en-
thusiasts are eagerly
awaiting its official
launch to see how it per-
forms against competi-
tors in the high-end
smartphone segment.

Oppo Reno 15 Series to Expand with New Reno
15C Model, Expected India Launch Early 2026

Oppo is set to expand
its popular Reno 15 series
5G lineup with the addi-
tion of a fourth model
called the Reno 15C,
which is expected to
launch in India in early
2026. The Reno 15C will
join the existing Reno 15,
Reno 15 Pro, and Reno 15
Pro Mini models, giving
buyers more options in
the mid-range and pre-
mium segment. The se-
ries is being positioned
as Oppo’s flagship style
offering for early 2026,
with a focus on perfor-
mance, display quality,
and long-lasting battery
life.

Leaks and industry re-
ports suggest that the
Reno 15C will feature a
6.57-inch Full-HD LTPS
OLED display with a
120Hz refresh rate, deliv-
ering smooth visuals and
vibrant colors for gam-
ing, streaming, and eve-
ryday use. The handset is
expected to be powered
by the Qualcomm Snap-
dragon 6 Gen 1 chipset,
coupled with up to 12GB

of RAM and 256GB of in-
ternal storage, offering
robust performance for
multitasking and de-
manding applications.

A major highlight of
the Reno 15C is its
7,000 mAh battery, which
is expected to provide
long hours of usage
without frequent re-
charging. The device is
also tipped to support
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80 W fast charging, en-
suring that even with
such a large battery, it
can be quickly recharged
for convenience.

In terms of photogra-
phy, the Reno 15C is like-
ly to feature a triple rear
camera setup, headlined
by a 50 MP main sensor,
alongside an 8 MP ul-
trawide lens and a 2 MP
macro lens, complement-

ed by a 50 MP front cam-
era for selfies and video
calls. The design is ex-
pected to be sleek, with
a thickness of around
8.14 mm and a weight
between 189-195 grams,
offering both premium
feel and comfortable
handling.

Oppo is also expected
to introduce multiple
color options and design

refinements for the Reno
15 series. Early reports
indicate that the Reno
15C could be priced un-
der %40,000 in India,
making it an attractive
choice for consumers
seeking high battery ca-
pacity, smooth perfor-
mance, and modern fea-
tures without stretching
to flagship prices.

With the Reno 15 se-
ries, Oppo aims to com-
bine performance, de-
sign, and endurance to
compete strongly in the
mid-range and upper
mid-range segments.
The addition of the Reno
15C is likely to strength-
en the lineup further,
giving buyers an option
that balances premium
specifications with af-
fordability. Early 2026
will see Oppo aggres-
sively positioning this
series to capture atten-
tion in India’s highly
competitive smartphone
market, making the
Reno 15C one of the
most awaited devices of
the year.
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Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma Earn Just 360,000 Per Matchin
Vijay Hazare Trophy — AModest Payday for Gricket Legends

Even the biggest cricket
stars in India sometimes
earn surprisingly modest
fees in domestic tourna-
ments. Virat Kohli and Ro-
hit Sharma, two of the
most celebrated cricketers
globally, were paid just
760,000 per match for play-
ing in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy 2025 26. The Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) follows a
standardized payment
structure for domestic
competitions, which is
based on experience and
number of matches rather
than star power.

In the Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy, players are classified
according to the number
of List A matches they
have played. Those with
over 40 matches, which in-
cludes both Kohli and Ro-
hit, fall into the “senior”
category. If selected in the
playing XI, these players
earn 60,000 per match.
Reserve players receive
half of this amount. De-
spite their immense fame
and earnings elsewhere,
their domestic pay is
capped by this system.

For context, their inter-
national earnings under
BCCI central contracts are
exponentially higher. As
Grade A+ players, Kohli
and Rohit receive annual
retainers of 37 crore each,
along with per-match fees
of %6 lakh for ODlIs, %15
lakh for Tests, and 23 lakh
for T20 internationals.
Their IPL contracts are
even more lucrative, with
retainers and match fees

amounting to multi-crore
deals — a stark contrast to
the domestic one-day
competition.

Beyond the standard
match fee, Vijay Hazare
players can earn daily al-
lowances for travel, food,
and accommodation, as
well as prize money when
their teams progress and
Man of the Match bonus-

es, which are often around
%10,000. While these perks
help, they still pale in com-
parison to the earnings
from international and
IPL cricket.

For Kohli and Rohit,
however, participation in
the tournament is not
about money. Their in-
volvement brings im-
mense visibility and cred-
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ibility to domestic cricket
and inspires young play-
ers. The duo’s presence el-
evates the competition,
draws fans’ attention, and
encourages budding crick-
eters to aim higher.

Their engagement un-
derscores a vital aspect of
Indian cricket: even leg-
ends remain connected to
grassroots competitions,

demonstrating commit-
ment beyond financial in-
centives. The Vijay Hazare
Trophy may offer a mod-
est paycheck, but for fans
and young cricketers, see-
ing superstars like Kohli
and Rohit on the field is
invaluable, showcasing
dedication, professional-
ism, and passion for the
sport.

Kevin Pietersen Criticizes MCG Pitch After 20 Wickets Fall

The fourth Test of the
2025 26 Ashes series at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground has stirred debate
both on and off the field,
with former England star
Kevin Pietersen voicing
his frustration over the
pitch conditions. Day one
of the Test saw an extraor-
dinary 20 wickets fall,
leaving fans and analysts
shocked at how quickly
both Australia and Eng-

land struggled with the
bat. Australia was bowled
out for 152, while England
could manage just 110 in
their first innings, mak-
ing it one of the most dra-
matic opening days in re-
cent Ashes history.
Pietersen, known for
his forthright opinions,
highlighted what he sees
as a double standard in
the way pitches are scruti-
nized internationally. He

in Ashes Test

pointed out that Indian
pitches are frequently
criticized when wickets
tumble early, yet similar
conditions in Australia of-
ten escape the same level
of scrutiny. His com-
ments sparked a wider
discussion on fairness in
pitch preparation and
evaluation, suggesting
that the same standards
should apply no matter
which country is hosting

the match.

The rapid fall of wick-
ets at the MCG highlight-
ed how bowler-friendly
the surface had become.
The pitch’s extra grass
and moisture generated
significant movement,
making batting extremely
difficult and tipping the
balance heavily toward
the bowlers. Fans and
commentators alike noted
that the conditions pro-
duced a thrilling specta-
cle, but also questioned
whether such a surface
maintained the tradition-
al balance between bat
and ball that Test cricket
is meant to uphold.

Former players, ana-
lysts, and cricket enthusi-
asts joined Pietersen in
debating the fairness of
the pitch. Many argued
that while a challenging
surface can create excit-
ing cricket, consistently
extreme conditions risk
turning batting into a lot-
tery and diminish the
skill element that defines
Test matches. Pietersen’s
blunt observation, urging

fair treatment of pitch as-
sessments across all na-
tions, struck a chord with
the cricket community.

Beyond the statistics
and controversy, the inci-
dent emphasized the larg-
er question of how inter-
national cricket ensures
consistency in playing
conditions. In high-profile
series like the Ashes,
where national pride and
historical rivalry are at
stake, the role of pitch
preparation becomes as
crucial as the perfor-
mances on the field.

Pietersen’s remarks
have reignited conversa-
tions about technology,
umpiring, and pitch
standards, reminding eve-
ryone that cricket is about
balance, fairness, and re-
spect for the game. The
Melbourne Test may be
remembered not only for
its dramatic collapses but
also for sparking a re-
newed discussion on how
conditions should be set
fairly, ensuring thrilling
yet equitable contests for
both teams.

Stuart Broad Gets Emotional as England Ends 5,468-Day
Wait for Test Win in Australia

In a moment that cap-
tured the essence of crick-
et’s oldest rivalry, former
England fast bowler Stu-
art Broad was visibly
moved in the commentary
box as England secured a
historic Test victory in
Australia, ending a
drought that lasted nearly
15 years. The landmark
win came during the
fourth Ashes Test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground, where England
chased down a modest tar-
get of 175 runs to claim a
morale-boosting victory,
finally breaking a streak
of disappointment that
had lasted 5,468 days since
their last triumph on Aus-
tralian soil.

Although Australia had
already secured the Ashes
series with a 3 1 lead, the
Melbourne win was a sig-
nificant achievement for
England, fans, and cricket
historians. For supporters
of the visiting team, it
provided a much-needed
moment of celebration af-
ter years of touring strug-

gles and near-misses
Down Under. Broad’s reac-
tion in the commentary
box mirrored that relief.
Cameras captured him
smiling, soaking in the
achievement, and visibly
moved by the significance
of the moment. His joy
was a stark contrast to
previous Ashes cam-
paigns, during which his

tense expressions and mo-
ments of visible frustra-
tion had often reflected
the team’s struggles.
England’s Boxing Day
Test win represented far
more than just three
points on the scoreboard.
It symbolized a break in a
long-standing pattern of
frustration, as the team
had endured 18 consecu-

tive Tests without a victo-
ry in Australia. The last
win in the country dated
back to January 2011,
making this triumph all
the more emotional and
symbolic. Fans, players,
and former stars alike
shared in the joy of finally
witnessing England con-
quer the historic chal-
lenge of winning on Aus-

tralian soil.

For Broad, now a com-
mentator rather than an
active player, the emotion-
al moment was especially
poignant. Having been
part of many Ashes bat-
tles, both triumphant and
painful, he experienced
the victory vicariously,
but with deep connection
and pride. His reaction
highlighted how cricket is
more than statistics and
results; it is about history,
legacy, and the passion
that the Ashes evoke. Even
from the commentary box,
Broad’s emotion served as
a reminder that cricket’s
most memorable stories
are often shaped by persis-
tence, resilience, and the
joy of finally overcoming
long-standing challenges.

England’s win at the
MCG was not just a statis-
tical achievement — it
was a triumph of spirit,
determination, and the en-
during magic of the Ash-
es, captured perfectly in
Stuart Broad’s heartfelt
response.
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Ashes Controversy: Marnus Labuschagne
Frustrated After Contentious Dismissal
at MCG

=Th

The fourth Test of the 2025 26 Ash-
es series at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground delivered more than just ex-
citing cricket—it sparked contro-
versy that has become the talk of
fans and analysts alike. The focal
point of the drama was Australian
batsman Marnus Labuschagne, who
was dismissed in a manner that left
him visibly frustrated and reignited
debates over umpiring decisions
and the role of technology in mod-
ern cricket.

During Australia’s second in-
nings, Labuschagne came in at a
crucial juncture after an early col-
lapse, aiming to stabilize the in-
nings. In the 18th over, he edged a
delivery from England pacer Josh
Tongue toward the slip cordon. Joe
Root’s sharp catch appeared clean,
but Labuschagne hesitated, signal-
ing he wasn’t fully convinced the
ball had carried. The on-field um-
pire referred the decision to the
third umpire, and after reviewing
multiple angles, the ruling went in
England’s favor, with the third um-
pire determining that the ball had
not touched the ground before Root
secured it.

Labuschagne’s reaction—shaking
his head and walking off the field
with visible frustration—captured
the emotions of a player who takes
immense pride in his craft. Fans,
commentators, and former players
have since debated whether the
available footage conclusively
proved the catch, with some sug-
gesting certain angles left room for
doubt. The incident has once again

highlighted the delicate balance be-
tween human judgment and tech-
nology in cricket, particularly in
high-stakes matches like the
Ashes.

The dismissal came at a pivotal
moment, adding pressure on Aus-
tralia’s batting lineup and shifting
momentum in England’s favor. Eng-
land capitalized on the break-
through, exploiting movement and
bounce on the MCG pitch to bowl
Australia out for a low total in their
second innings, setting up a man-
ageable target. The match quickly
became a dramatic contest, with the
controversial decision fueling dis-
cussions both on commentary pan-
els and across social media.

For Labuschagne, the moment
was more than just a dismissal—it
symbolized the challenges he has
faced in this Ashes campaign, where
consistency has been hard to find
and pressure is relentless. His visi-
ble frustration reflected not only
personal disappointment but also
broader concerns over the consist-
ency and interpretation of the Deci-
sion Review System.

The incident underscores how, in
modern cricket, technology can am-
plify emotions as much as it re-
solves disputes. Labuschagne’s con-
troversial dismissal will be
remembered not just for its impact
on the match, but as a reminder of
the fine line between human judg-
ment, technological aid, and the
passion that fuels the sport, espe-
cially in the historic and fiercely
contested Ashes series.

England’s Ashes Triumph Shakes
Up World Test Championship
Standings — Implications for India

England’s stunning Boxing Day
victory over Australia at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground has done
more than break a 15-year drought
on Australian soil — it has also sig-
nificantly affected the ICC World
Test Championship (WTC) 2025-27
standings, sending ripples through
the race for a place in the final.

Before this match, Australia had
maintained a flawless record in the
current WTC cycle, winning every
series and boasting a perfect points
percentage. Their loss to England in
a four-wicket thriller ended that
streak, reducing their points per-
centage and opening the door for
other teams to close the gap. While
Australia remains at the top of the
table, their first defeat has injected
fresh excitement into the champion-
ship race.

England, meanwhile, gained a
crucial boost in the WT'C standings.
Coming into the match, they were
mid-table with a mixed record, and
this win not only improved their
points percentage but also restored
confidence ahead of the remaining
Ashes contests. Despite the lift, Eng-
land still trails behind teams like
India, Australia, and New Zealand,
meaning they will need consistent
results to contend for a top-two fin-
ish and a spot in the WTC final.

For India, England’s unexpected
success presents both an opportu-
nity and a challenge. India current-
ly holds a competitive position in

the WTC rankings with a solid
points percentage, but with Austral-
ia dropping points, the relative ad-
vantage for India grows slightly.
Success in upcoming series is cru-
cial for India to maximize this op-
portunity, as teams above them con-
tinue to hold higher percentages
that can affect the race to the final.

New Zealand and South Africa
also benefit indirectly from Austral-
ia’s slip, drawing closer in the points
table and keeping their champion-
ship hopes alive. The WTC’s reli-
ance on points percentage rather
than total points ensures that even
a single match result can have a
large impact on standings, especial-
ly when a dominant team like Aus-
tralia is involved.

With the final Test of the Ashes
series still to be played in Sydney;,
the WT'C landscape remains dynam-
ic. Every match from now until the
end of the current cycle could deter-
mine which two teams advance to
the championship final. India’s fo-
cus must remain on consistency and
strong performances, as England’s
win underscores the importance of
every point in the global standings.

England’s Melbourne victory
serves as a reminder that cricket is
not just about historic wins but also
about strategy and positioning in
the broader context of internation-
al competitions like the World Test
Championship, where a single
match can redefine the title race.
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Actor Sivaji Appears Before Telangana
Women's Commission Over
Controversial Remarks

Hyderabad, December 27,2025 -

Tollywood actor Sivaji
appeared before the Tel-
angana State Commis-
sion for Women today to
respond to controversial
comments he made about
women’s clothing during
a recent promotional
event for his film Dhan-
dora. The remarks had
drawn widespread criti-
cism for being derogatory
and disrespectful toward
women, prompting the
Commission to summon
him for clarification.

At the hearing, Sivaji
addressed questions from
the panel and provided
his explanation regard-
ing the context of his
statements. While he had
earlier issued an apology,
stating that his intention
was misinterpreted, the
Commission sought fur-
ther clarification to en-
sure accountability. Vid-
eos from the session show
the actor attending the
meeting and responding
to the inquiries posed by

the panel.

Sivaji’s comments had
sparked a strong public
reaction, with social me-
dia users and public fig-
ures emphasizing that
women’s attire is a mat-
ter of personal choice
and that public state-
ments should not demean
or undermine women.
The Telangana State
Commission for Women
took suo motu cogni-
zance of the incident,
stressing that statements
by public figures carry
responsibility and that

respect and equality for
women must be upheld in
all spheres.

The incident has be-
come a significant talk-
ing point within the Tel-
ugu film industry and
broader society, igniting
discussions on the im-
portance of responsible
public speech and respect
for women’s rights. The
Commission is expected
to take further action de-
pending on the outcome
of the inquiry and the
clarifications provided
by Sivaji.

Priyanka Mohan Joins ‘666: Operation Dream
Theatre’; Makers Reveal First-Look Posters

The buzz around the
much-anticipated film
666: Operation Dream
Theatre has intensified
with the latest announce-
ment that actress Priyan-
ka Mohan has joined the
star-studded cast. To cel-
ebrate her entry, the mak-
ers have unveiled two in-
triguing first-look
posters, offering fans a
glimpse into her enigmat-
ic character.

In the first poster, Pri-
yanka is seen against the
backdrop of a golden full
moon, dressed in a laven-
der blouse paired with a
floral skirt. The visual
combines a vintage aes-
thetic with contemporary
styling, hinting at a nar-
rative that could involve
elements of time travel,
as suggested by the ear-
phones featured in her
look.

The second poster pre-
sents her in a retro-in-
spired avatar, complete
with pearl jewelry, gloves,
a floral dress, and a
broad-brimmed hat. The
soft tones and classic styl-
ing evoke the charm of
timeless cinema, adding
layers of mystery to her
character while main-
taining an aura of ele-
gance and intrigue.

The visuals suggest a
cinematic universe
where fantasy, mystery,
and style intersect, rais-
ing anticipation ahead of
the film’s release. Fans
have already been capti-
vated by previous up-
dates, including first
looks of Dr. Shiva Rajku-
mar and Dhananjaya,
massive set designs, and
vintage film equipment,
all of which contribute to
the movie’s immersive

/.

world. Produced by Dr.
Vaishak J. Gowda under
the banner Vaishak J
Films, 666: Operation
Dream Theatre is direct-
ed by Hemanth M. Rao.
Music Director Charan
Raj and cinematographer
Advaitha Gurumurthy
are helming their respec-
tive departments, while
Vishwas Kashyap over-
sees production design
and Inchara Suresh han-
dles costumes.

The film, also starring
Dhananjaya and featur-
ing Dr. Shiva Rajkumar
in a key appearance, has
completed three shooting
schedules. With its high-
budget vision and a si-
multaneous release
planned in Telugu and
Kannada, 666: Operation
Dream Theatre promises
to deliver a thrilling cin-
ematic experience.

Aadi Saikumar’s Mystical Thriller ‘Shambhala’ Set
for Hindi Release on January1

After captivating Telu-
gu audiences, Aadi Sai-
kumar’s latest film
Shambhala is now poised
to make its Hindi debut
on January 1, 2026. Fol-
lowing its December 25
release in Telugu, the
mystical thriller has cre-
ated a buzz with its grip-
ping narrative and gen-
re-blending storytelling,
making the Hindi re-
lease an eagerly awaited
event for northern
audiences.

Producers Mahidhar
Reddy and Rajashekar
Annabhimoju confirmed
that the Hindi version is
currently awaiting cen-
sor certification. The an-
nouncement has height-
ened curiosity and
anticipation among mov-
iegoers beyond the Telu-
gu-speaking regions.
Riding high on its initial
success, expectations are
strong for the film to rep-
licate its performance on
a wider platform.

In the Telugu states,
Shambhala has emerged

as a commercial success,
grossing 5.4 crore with-
in its first two days, in-
cluding premiere shows.
This marks the biggest
opening of Aadi Saiku-
mar’s career so far. A key
factor in the film’s suc-
cess has been its strong
word-of-mouth appeal,
with audiences praising
its unique approach that
blends mysticism, devo-
tion, horror, and sus-
pense without relying on
typical commercial

tropes.

Director Ugandhar
Muni has been lauded
for creating a chilling,
immersive narrative set
in a 1980s village back-
drop. The film’s tightly
crafted suspense, com-
plemented by well-exe-
cuted visual effects,
keeps viewers engaged
from start to finish.

Aadi Saikumar’s per-
formance has been wide-
ly appreciated, with crit-
ics and audiences alike
noting it as one of his
most compelling por-
trayals. His ability to
convey fear, determina-
tion, and devotion in
equal measure has con-
tributed significantly to
the film’s impact.

With the Hindi release
on the horizon, Shamb-
hala aims to capture the
imagination of a pan-In-
dian audience, bringing
Aadi Saikumar’s grip-
ping performance and
the film’s mystical thrills
to viewers across the
country.

SCREEN

The recently released
sports drama Patang,
presented by renowned
producer D. Suresh Babu
and produced under the
banners Rishan Cinemas
and Monsoon Tales, has
been garnering wide-
spread acclaim. Directed
by Praneeth Pattipati,
the film features key per-
formances from popular
director-actor Gautam
Vasudev Menon and cel-
ebrated singer-actor SP
Charan, alongside a tal-
ented ensemble cast.

The movie’s success
meet was held on Satur-
day in Hyderabad, at-
tended by Cult Producer
SKN and actor Sandeep
Kishan. SKN praised the
film, calling it “one of
the most beautiful mov-
ies in recent times,” laud-
ing its genuine emotions
and heartfelt storytell-
ing. He highlighted the
team’s dedication, noting
that the film was made
with love rather than
merely a commercial

approach.

“The movie’s kite com-
petition scenes reminded
me of Sankranti,” SKN
remarked. “Patang is a
most lovable entertainer,
and audiences’ time
won’t go wasted. I plan to
book a screen in a multi-
plex soon to showcase
this film to my friends
and social media follow-
ers for free because pro-
moting quality cinema is
important.”

Sandeep Kishan ech-
oed similar sentiments,
praising the film’s pro-
motional content and the
team’s sincere efforts.
“The trailer is excellent,
and the movie itself is
sweet like a festive treat.
I’'m giving 500 tickets to
fans and encourage eve-
ryone to watch it in thea-
tres,” he said.

Producers emphasized
the importance of audi-
ence support for quality
cinema, noting that
prominent personalities
have already backed the

film. Associate Producer
Ramya added, “Patang
has received wonderful
reviews. Its signature
scenes touch every heart.
It’s a beautiful, youthful
entertainer that deserves
appreciation. We are re-
leasing it overseas on
January 1.”

Director Praneeth Pat-
tipati expressed delight
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‘Patang’ Movie Receives Rave Reviews; Cult
Producer SKN Urges Everyone to Watch

at the positive response.
“Even if some theatres
are not nearby, audiences
who make the effort to
watch the film will not be
disappointed,” he said.
Pranav Kaushik, part
of the production team,
added, “The audience’s
support is vital for a
small film like ours. Pa-
tang is crafted with high

quality, passion, and ded-
ication, offering a com-
plete theatrical experi-
ence. We are thrilled
with the response so far.”
The success meet was
attended by Ramya, Sam-
path, Vijay Shekhar,
Nani Bandreddy, Pranav
Kaushik, Suresh, Vamsi
Poojit, Preeti Pagadala,
and Praneeth Pattipati.

Sanjjanaa Galrani Reflects on Her Bigg Boss Season 9
Journey: “This Victory Belongs to My Supporters and Family”

Actress Sanjjanaa
Galrani, who emerged
as one of the Top 5 fi-
nalists in Bigg Boss
Season 9, recently
opened up about her
emotional journey on
and off the reality
show. Speaking exclu-
sively to the media,
Sanjjanaa shared how
a challenging incident
five years ago had
shaken her life and ca-
reer, but her resilient
nature helped her fight
back and achieve this
significant milestone.

“This victory is not
mine alone. It belongs
to my supporters and
my family,” she said,

visibly emotional, as
she recounted the
highs and lows of her
career and personal
life. She expressed
heartfelt gratitude to
her family, well-wish-
ers, and fans who stood
by her during trying
times.

Sanjjanaa revealed
that her time in the
Bigg Boss house taught
her valuable life les-
sons and inspired her
to embark on a fresh
chapter in her career.
She credited the show
with restoring her con-
fidence and enabling
her to walk with her
head held high once

again.

The actress also
spoke about her admi-
ration for the show’s
host, Akkineni Nagar-
juna, stating that she
has become an even
bigger fan after her ex-
perience on the show.
She hinted at new op-
portunities in Telugu
cinema, confirming
that she has already
received several in-
quiries for upcoming
projects.

Adding a touch of
nostalgia for her fans,
Sanjjanaa recreated a
popular dialogue from
her role as Trisha’s
sister in Rebel Star

Prabhas’ Bujjigadu
Made in Chennai, de-
lighting the audience.
She concluded by say-
ing she intends to
move forward in a way
that makes everyone
who supported her
proud.

Sanjjanaa also ex-
tended special thanks
to Visionary Vows for
organizing the media
interaction and ensur-
ing the event’s suc-
cess. Her journey from
adversity to triumph
stands as a testament
to resilience, earning
her admiration from
fans and industry in-
siders alike.

“Playing Khudiram Bose, Who Ascended
the Gallows at 18, Is My Life’s Greatest
Honor”: Rakesh Jagarlamudi
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Hyderabad, December 27, 2025 -

The Pan-India biopic
Khudiram Bose brings to life one
of India’s youngest revolutionar-
ies, who sacrificed his life at just
18, with debutant actor Rakesh
Jagarlamudi portraying the leg-
endary freedom fighter. In an ex-
clusive interview, Rakesh shared
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his role in carrying the first In-
dian flag designed by her.
Rakesh revealed that filming
the climax—the execution
scene—was the most challeng-
ing. “Portraying a boy who
laughs in the face of death for his
country was emotionally drain-
ing. It has made me braver and

Hyderabad, December 27, 2025 -

The much-anticipated trail-
er of the beautiful love story
Kaagitam Padavallu, directed
by MGR Tukaram, was offi-
cially launched by charming
star Sharwanand. Produced
under the banners of SLN
Cine Creations, Pranadhi Cre-

Charming Star Sharwanand Launches Trailer
of MGR Tukaram’s Kaagitam Padavallu

est ablaze,” immediately cap-
tured audience attention. The
depth of the love story con-
nects with viewers, while the
chemistry between the lead
pair, Vardhan and Krishnap-
riya, is beautifully portrayed.
Their on-screen emotions are
heart-touching, drawing audi-

his journey of embodying this
national icon and the emotional
responsibility that came with it.

“When I first heard the story,
my heart was racing. The
thought of an 18-year-old smiling
while facing the gallows for his
country deeply moved me. Being
chosen to portray Khudiram
Bose filled me with immense
pride but also a profound sense
of responsibility,” Rakesh re-
called. Though he secured the
role through his father, producer
Vijay Jagarlamudi, Rakesh
stressed that truly honoring the
character required intense
preparation.

He underwent 90 days of rigor-
ous training, including acting
workshops at the Mayukha Film
Institute under veteran actor Ut-
tej Garu, extensive physical
training, and studying historical
texts about Khudiram Bose. He
was inspired by Bose’s pioneer-
ing efforts to popularize the slo-
gan “Vande Mataram,” his asso-
ciation with Sister Nivedita, and

more determined to stand up for
truth in real life,” he said.

Working alongside legends
such as Padma Shri Thota Tha-
rani, Mani Sharma, Rasool El-
lore, and Marthand K. Ven-
katesh, and senior actors like
Atul Kulkarni, Vivek Oberoi, and
Nasser, provided a masterclass in
filmmaking. Rakesh also shared
fond memories of his bond with
Superstar Rajinikanth, who per-
sonally blessed the film.

The film received a moving re-
sponse at a special screening in
Parliament and at the Interna-
tional Film Festival of India in
Goa, where it earned a five-min-
ute standing ovation. Rakesh em-
phasized that patriotism is more
than words—it is about action.

Khudiram Bose is now stream-
ing for free on the Government
of India’s OTT platform Waves,
in Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, and Ben-
gali. Rakesh hopes audiences
will watch and honor the sacri-
fices of the freedom fighters.

Vande Mataram! Jai Hind!

ations, and Nav Narayana
Cine Creations by Keerthana
Naresh, T.R. Prasad Reddy
Venkatarajulu, and Gayitram-
ma Anjanappa, the film has
already received a tremen-
dous response from the previ-
ously released glimpses.

At the trailer launch, Shar-
wanand praised director Tu-
karam for his passion and
dedication. “Tukaram came
into the industry without any
background but with im-
mense passion for filmmak-
ing. Watching the teaser, it’s
evident how sincerely he has
worked. The trailer immedi-
ately makes you want to watch
the full film. Vardhan’s perfor-
mance doesn’t feel like a de-
but; he is very promising. I
wish the entire team great
success,” Sharwanand said.

The trailer, which begins
with the powerful dialogue,
“Love is like fire. It can be a
lamp that lights up two lives...
or a spark that can set the for-

ences into the narrative.

MGR Tukaram’s direction
has been widely appreciated
for its finesse, with grand vis-
uals, immersive background
music, and a perfect blend of
emotions and action. The
trailer has successfully built
curiosity about the film, prom-
ising a touching romantic
journey.

The film features music by
AIS. Noufal Raja, cinematog-
raphy by Rudrasai, editing by
Jeswin Prabhu, costumes by
Kiran, and executive produc-
tion by M. Hima Bindu. The
screenplay and direction are
by MGR Tukaram, with dia-
logues penned by Rehman and
promotional activities man-
aged by PRO Tejaswi Sajja.

Starring Vardhan and
Krishnapriya in the lead roles,
Kaagitam Padavallu is set to
release soon, promising a vis-
ually stunning and emotion-
ally engaging cinematic expe-
rience for audiences.
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