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Trump Administration Suspends U.3S. Green
Card Lottery Following Deadly Shootings

TPN Bureau |
December 20

ashington,
D.C. — In a de-
cisive move ex-
pected to re-
shape U.S. immigration
policy, the Trump ad-
ministration has an-
nounced the suspen-
sion of the U.S. green
card lottery program,
formally known as the
Diversity Immigrant
Visa (DV) Lottery. The
decision comes in the
wake of two recent
deadly shootings alleg-
edly involving an indi-
vidual who entered the
United States through
this system.

The announcement
was made by Homeland
Security Secretary
Kristi L. Noem, who
stated that the Diversi-
ty Visa program had
been used by the sus-
pect in the recent kill-
ings at Brown University
and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT). Acting under
President Trump’s di-
rective, Noem ordered
the United States Citi-
zenship and Immigra-
tion Services (USCIS)
to immediately halt the
program. She described
the action as necessary
to ensure national se-
curity and prevent fu-
ture tragedies.

The shootings that
prompted this move oc-
curred earlier this

month. Two students at
Brown University were
killed, and nine others
were injured in an at-
tack on the campus.
Shortly afterward, a
professor at MIT was
found dead in his home
in Massachusetts. Au-
thorities identified
48-year-old Portuguese
national Claudio Ma-
nuel Neves Valente as
the suspect, whose
body was later found in
New Hampshire from
an apparent self-inflict-
ed gunshot wound.

Valente reportedly
first entered the United
States on a student visa
in 2000 and later ob-
tained permanent resi-
dency in 2017 after win-
ning the Diversity
Immigrant Visa lottery.
The DV lottery pro-
gram annually pro-
vides up to approxi-
mately 50,000 green
cards to applicants
from countries with
historically low rates
of immigration to the
United States. It was
created by Congress in
the 1990s to enhance
the diversity of immi-
grants entering the
country. Applicants un-
dergo background
checks, consular inter-
views, and additional
vetting before being
granted permanent
residency.

Demand for the pro-
gram has grown signif-
icantly in recent years.

Nearly 20 million peo-
ple applied for the 2025
lottery cycle, including
family members of se-
lectees, while appli-
cants from Portugal re-
ceived just a limited
number of slots in the
draw. The program has
long been praised for
offering opportunities
to skilled and aspiring
immigrants from un-
derrepresented coun-
tries, while critics ar-
gue it presents
potential security
risks.

President Trump has
repeatedly criticized
the Diversity Visa lot-
tery, calling for its ter-
mination during his
first term and citing se-

curity concerns. This
recent suspension re-
flects a continuation of
his administration’s ef-
forts to implement
stricter immigration
policies, including ex-
panded travel restric-
tions and tighter asy-
lum procedures.

Legal experts have
raised questions re-
garding the adminis-
tration’s authority to
unilaterally suspend a
program established
by Congress. Any long-
term elimination of
the DV lottery could
face judicial review,
potentially prompting
debates over the bal-
ance between legisla-
tive authority and ex-

ecutive action in U.S.
immigration law.

For now, the suspen-
sion leaves thousands
of prospective immi-
grants and lottery par-
ticipants uncertain
about their future. Ad-
vocates for the pro-
gram have expressed
concern over the im-
pact on families who
rely on it for opportu-
nities to live and work
in the United States.
The decision marks a
significant shift in the
nation’s immigration
landscape and under-
scores the ongoing ten-
sion between security
concerns and path-
ways for legal
immigration.

Telangana Government Forms SIT
to Probe Phone Tapping Case

TPN Bureau |
December 20

yderabad: The
Telangana govern-
ment has taken a
decisive step to in-
tensify the investigation
into the alleged phone-
tapping scandal by con-
stituting a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) to
conduct a thorough
probe. The decision, is-
sued on Thursday night,
comes nearly 21 months
after the original com-
plaint was filed and sig-
nals a significant escala-
tion in the investigation
into alleged unauthor-
ized surveillance during
the previous Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government’s tenure.

The newly formed SIT
will be led by Hyderabad
Police Commissioner V.
C. Sajjanar, under whose
supervision the investi-
gation is expected to be
fast-tracked. A formal or-
der from the state’s Di-
rector General of Police,
B. Shivadhar Reddy, lists
nine senior police offi-
cials appointed to the
team, drawn from vari-
ous wings of the Telan-
gana Police. ACP P. Ven-
katagiri, who has been
associated with the case
since its registration,
will serve as the investi-
gation officer.

The team includes
commissioners and dep-
uty commissioners from
key districts and units,
including Ramagundam,
Siddipet, Madhapur, Ma-
heshwaram, and the elite
Greyhounds unit, along
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Explained: Telangana phone

tapping case and why coes are unde

with other senior offic-
ers. The directive states
that the SIT shall com-
plete the investigation
and file a chargesheet
against the accused
expeditiously.

This development
comes as the Supreme
Court extended the po-
lice custody of former
Special Intelligence
Branch (SIB) chief T.
Prabhakar Rao, the
prime accused in the
phone-tapping case, until
December 25, 2025. The
court also ordered that
he be released on Decem-
ber 26 after questioning
and scheduled a further
hearing in January next
year.

Prabhakar Rao, a re-
tired IPS officer who
headed the SIB during
the BRS government,
surrendered to the police
earlier this month fol-
lowing a Supreme Court
directive. Authorities al-
lege he orchestrated an
illegal surveillance net-
work that tapped phones
of political leaders, busi-
nessmen, journalists,
civil society members,
and others perceived to
be critical of the ruling

regime at that time.

The case originally
surfaced in March 2024
when a complaint led to
the registration of an
FIR at the Panjagutta po-
lice station. Since then,
several police officials
have been arrested or
booked for their alleged
involvement, including
additional superinten-
dents and deputy com-
missioners of police.
During the investiga-
tion, SIT officials record-
ed statements from mul-
tiple witnesses,
including former bu-
reaucrats, politicians,
and others whose phones
were reportedly
intercepted.

Earlier investigative
efforts revealed that hun-
dreds of phone numbers
may have been tapped
during key political
events, including the
nomination period of the
2023 state assembly elec-
tions. Reports suggest
that more than 600
phones were potentially
accessed in a single day
during this phase, rais-
ing concerns about the
scale and depth of the al-
leged surveillance.
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Political reactions to
the case have been ro-
bust, with opposition
parties demanding ac-
countability and trans-
parency in the investiga-
tion. Some leaders have
called for an independ-
ent central agency probe,
citing the gravity of the
allegations and the in-
volvement of high-rank-
ing officials.

The formation of the
SIT reflects the Telanga-
na government’s intent
to thoroughly investigate
the complex case and
move forward with legal
proceedings. As the SIT
begins its work, public
expectations remain
high for a comprehen-
sive inquiry and clarity
on how such alleged sur-
veillance was carried
out, who authorized it,
and whether political
motives were involved.
The probe is likely to
have significant political
and legal implications in
the months ahead as the
SIT aims to complete its
investigation and pre-
sent findings that could
shape future judicial and
political developments
in the state.

Integrity and Equality at Public
Service Commission’s Conference

TPN Bureau |
Hyderabad, Dec 20

President Drou-
padi Murmu on
Friday addressed
the National Con-

ference of Public Ser-
vice Commission
Chairpersons in Hy-
derabad, highlighting
the vital role of Public
Service Commissions
(PSCs) in strengthen-
ing governance and en-
suring fair recruit-
ment for civil services
across India. The
event, organized by the
Telangana Public Ser-
vice Commission,
brought together
chairpersons and sen-
ior officials from PSCs
across the country.

In her keynote
speech, President Mur-
mu emphasized that
PSCs have a constitu-
tional responsibility to
uphold the principles
of equality and justice
enshrined in India’s
Constitution. She not-
ed that the framers of
the Constitution dedi-
cated specific provi-
sions to public services
and commissions,
highlighting their im-
portance in maintain-
ing efficient govern-
ance at both state and
national levels. Ac-
cording to the Presi-
dent, PSCs must en-
sure not only equality
of opportunity but also
strive toward equitable
outcomes, reflecting
the aspirations of In-
dia’s diverse
population.

A key focus of her
address was the prior-
ity of honesty and in-
tegrity in selecting civ-
il servants. President
Murmu stressed that
while skills and profes-
sional competencies
can be enhanced
through training, a
lack of integrity can
pose challenges that
are difficult to over-
come. She urged com-
missions to adopt ro-
bust evaluation

methods that assess
candidates’ ethical ori-
entation, underscoring
that these values form
the foundation of a
trustworthy and effec-
tive civil service.

The President also
highlighted the impor-
tance of anticipating
emerging challenges,
particularly in the are-
as of technology, trans-
parency, and accounta-
bility, to ensure that
recruitment processes
remain credible and
aligned with global
standards. She empha-
sized that civil serv-
ants must be sensitive
to the needs of margin-
alized and vulnerable
communities and
stressed the impor-
tance of gender sensiti-
zation training to en-
sure officers are
responsive to the di-
verse needs of
citizens.

President Murmu
noted that India, as one
of the world’s fastest-
growing major econo-
mies, requires effective
governance at all levels
to achieve long-term
development goals, in-
cluding the vision of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.
She expressed confi-
dence that Public Ser-
vice Commissions
would continue to play
a central role in build-
ing a future-ready civil
service workforce com-
mitted to serving the
nation with compe-
tence, transparency,

and integrity.

The conference, held
in Hyderabad, also
served as a platform to
reiterate the constitu-
tional ideals of social,
economic, and political
justice that PSCs are
expected to uphold in
their work. Governors,
senior bureaucrats,
and PSC officials at-
tended the event along-
side the President, re-
flecting the high
importance accorded
to this nationwide
forum.

President Murmu’s
remarks come amid on-
going national discus-
sions about public sec-
tor recruitment,
accountability in gov-
ernance, and the need
for ethical standards in
public institutions.
Her address under-
scored a growing focus
on integrity, transpar-
ency, and inclusivity—
elements considered
essential for strength-
ening India’s civil ser-
vices in the face of
evolving administra-
tive and societal
challenges.

The conference is ex-
pected to foster re-
newed collaboration
among PSCs, encour-
aging the adoption of
best practices, innova-
tive recruitment strate-
gies, and a reaffirma-
tion of their
constitutional man-
date to build a just and
equitable governance
system for all citizens.

Telangana CM Revanth Reddy Hails
Panchayat Poll Results, Takes Political
Dig at Opposition

cember 20

yderabad : Tel-
angana Chief
Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on
Thursday described
the outcome of the re-
cently concluded gram
panchayat elections as
a clear endorsement of
his government’s per-
formance over the past
two years, calling the
results a “referendum”
on the state adminis-
tration’s policies and
governance. The infor-
mal post election inter-
action with reporters
highlighted his confi-
dence in the ruling par-
ty’s rural electoral
strength and set the
stage for broader polit-
ical messaging ahead
of future polls.
Addressing the me-
dia, Revanth Reddy
said that in the rural
local body elections
held across 12,702 gram
panchayats, candidates
supported by the Con-

gress party and its al-
lies secured about two
thirds of the total
seats. The chief minis-
ter noted that Congress
backed candidates won
in 7,527 gram panchay-
ats, while an additional
808 victories came
from Congress rebels,
giving an effective tally
of 8,335 seats — ap-
proximately 66 percent
of the total. He con-
trasted this with the
performance of rival
parties, stating that
candidates supported
by the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) and the
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) together won
around 33 percent,
with communist and
other party candidates
accounting for the
remainder.

Revanth attributed
his party’s success to
the welfare initiatives
and social programs
introduced since the
Congress came to pow-
er following the 2023
Assembly elections.
Citing schemes such as

subsidised fine rice,
free electricity for cer-
tain consumer catego-
ries, deeply discounted
cooking gas cylinders,
housing support under
the Indiramma pro-
gram, and interest free
loans for women’s self
help groups, he argued
that voters had re-
sponded positively to
tangible benefits reach-
ing grassroots
communities.

The chief minister
also projected the pan-
chayat results as a har-
binger of future politi-
cal success, asserting
that similar outcomes
could be expected in
the 2029 Telangana As-
sembly elections. He
took the opportunity to
challenge the opposi-
tion’s relevance, par-
ticularly targeting key
leaders of the BRS,
whom he suggested
had lost ground in ru-
ral constituencies. Re-
vanth also made a po-
litical point by
characterising the poll
verdict as an affirma-

tion of restored demo-
cratic vibrancy and
public trust in govern-
ance after years of en-
trenched regional
politics.

Political observers
noted that the panchay-
at elections, though
conducted on a non
party basis with inde-
pendent symbols, were
widely viewed as re-
flective of party influ-
ence, with major par-
ties backing candidates
behind the scenes. Vot-
er turnout was report-
edly high, indicating
strong engagement at
the grassroots level —
a factor that likely con-
tributed to the defini-
tive mandate claimed
by the Congress
leadership.

However, not all com-
mentary aligned with
the chief minister’s
positive framing. Sen-
ior leaders from the
BRS interpreted the ru-
ral poll outcomes dif-
ferently, arguing that
the results revealed
emerging dissatisfac-
tion in certain districts
with state governance.
These leaders contend-
ed that rural voters
were increasingly
questioning the ruling
party’s performance,
and they pointed to ar-
eas where non Con-
gress candidates won
as indicative of shift-
ing political currents.
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Exhibition Society Plays a Key Role in Nation

Hyderabad:

State Minister for Ir-
rigation and Civil Sup-
plies Uttam Kumar Red-
dy on Friday said that
the Exhibition Society
has been playing a cru-
cial role in nation build-
ing by providing quali-
ty education for over six
decades. Addressing the
Silver Jubilee Gradua-
tion Day celebrations at
Sarojini Naidu Vanitha
Pharmacy Maha Vidya-
laya in Tarnaka, the
minister highlighted
the institution’s signifi-
cant contribution to
higher education and
the pharmaceutical sec-
tor in Telangana.

The minister noted
that the Exhibition So-
ciety currently runs 20
educational institu-
tions and has consist-
ently delivered high-
quality education,

producing skilled pro-
fessionals who contrib-
ute to national develop-
ment. He pointed out
that the institution’s
achievements, includ-
ing UGC autonomy,
NBA accreditation, and
an NAAC A+ grade, re-
flect its commitment to
academic excellence.
He also described the
society as a central pil-
lar in the growth of
pharmaceutical educa-
tion in Telangana.
Speaking at the event
as the chief guest, Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy said
Hyderabad has emerged
as one of the world’s
leading hubs for bulk
drug manufacturing, of-
fering vast employment
opportunities for phar-
macy graduates. He
stated that the state gov-
ernment, guided by the
vision of “Telangana

Rising 2047,” is working
to transform Hyderabad
into a global capital for
life sciences.

The minister further
explained that the gov-
ernment is expanding
industrial development
across the state through
initiatives such as the
Green Pharma City and
the establishment of
dedicated pharma vil-
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Building: Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy __

lages in districts like

Vikarabad, Medak, and
Nalgonda. These ef-
forts, he said, aim to en-
sure balanced regional
growth while strength-
ening Telangana’s posi-
tion in the pharmaceu-
tical and life sciences
sectors.

Uttam Kumar Reddy
revealed that under the
Life Sciences Roadmap
2030, the state has set
ambitious targets of at-
tracting investments
worth 1 lakh crore and
creating five lakh jobs.
He added that the gov-
ernment is focusing on
cutting-edge fields such
as cell and gene therapy;,
mRNA vaccines, biolog-
ics, and Al-driven drug
discovery to stay ahead

in global innovation.

The minister also
mentioned that the
state is considering the
establishment of a dedi-
cated Life Sciences Uni-
versity to support ad-
vanced research,
innovation, and skill
development. Express-
ing confidence in the
graduating class of
2025, he said these stu-
dents would shape the
future of Telangana’s
pharma industry. He as-
sured them that the Tel-
angana government
would extend full sup-
port throughout their
professional journey,
encouraging them to
contribute meaningful-
ly to the state and the
nation.

MP Vamsi Krishna Urges Netherlands NRIs to Invest in
Telangana at International Conference

New Delhi:

Peddapalli Member of
Parliament Gaddam
Vamsi Krishna has
called upon Non-Resi-
dent Indians (NRIs) liv-
ing in the Netherlands to
actively invest in Telan-
gana, highlighting the
state’s rapid growth, in-
vestor-friendly policies,
and expanding industri-
al ecosystem. He was
speaking at a two-day
international confer-
ence organised by the
Foundation for Critical
Choices for India (FCCI)
at the Indian Habitat
Centre in New Delhi on
Friday.

The conference wit-
nessed a large participa-
tion from the Indian di-
aspora in the
Netherlands and was
held to mark the 45th an-
niversary of FCCI as
well as 75 years of diplo-
matic relations between
India and the Nether-
lands. The event focused
on strengthening ties be-
tween India and its over-
seas communities and
encouraging their role in
national development.

Addressing a session
titled “Indian Diaspora:
Dedicated to the Progress
of India,” MP Vamsi
Krishna described Telan-
gana as one of India’s
most promising destina-
tions for industrial and
sector-specific invest-
ments. He stated that In-
dia is steadily emerging
as a preferred global in-
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vestment hub and assert-
ed that the future of in-
vestments belongs to
India.

Referring to the Viksit
Bharat-2047 vision, he
said India’slong-term de-
velopment roadmap has
become a model for sev-
eral countries. He also
highlighted the success
of the Telangana Rising
Summit, which has at-
tracted significant do-
mestic and international
investments, reinforcing
the state’s reputation as a
growth-oriented and in-
novation-driven econo-
my. Emphasising the his-
torical and economic ties
between India and the
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Netherlands, he said the
bond between the two na-
tions remains strong and
mutually beneficial.

Vamsi Krishna ac-
knowledged the contri-
butions of FCCI mem-
bers in driving industrial
progress in the Nether-
lands and said their ef-
forts in strengthening
India-Netherlands coop-
eration would always be
remembered. He re-
marked that such contri-
butions play a vital role
in nation-building and
help repay the debt owed
to the country.

Speaking in his capac-
ity as Joint Managing
Director of Visaka In-
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dustries, Vamsi Krishna
highlighted the compa-
ny’s role in promoting
sustainable and eco-
friendly development.
He noted that environ-
mental pollution and cli-
mate challenges are ma-
jor concerns today, and
Visaka is addressing
these issues through in-
novative green solu-
tions. He pointed out the
company’s achieve-
ments in building mate-
rials, roofing, and the
renewable energy sector,
particularly mentioning
that Atum Solar panels
developed by the compa-
ny have received a pres-
tigious patent from the

United States.

During the event, MP
Vamsi Krishna was fe-
licitated with a memen-
to by FCCI President Ad-
vocate Jasbir Singh and
Vice President Dr
Pramod Agrawal. Dr
Agrawal praised Visaka
Industries for introduc-
ing high-quality eco-
friendly products, stat-
ing that they align
perfectly with the objec-
tives of sustainable de-
velopment discussed at
the conference.

Dr Agrawal also
shared his personal con-
nection to Telangana,
stating that despite be-
ing a successful indus-
trialist in the Nether-
lands, he views
Telangana as a rapidly
emerging and attractive
investment destination.
He expressed pride in
being associated with
FCCI and supporting
initiatives linked to his
home state.

The conference also
featured a panel discus-
sion in which Vamsi
Krishna elaborated on
the Telangana State
Government’s invest-
ment policies and incen-
tives. He reiterated that
Telangana is poised to
play a key role in India’s
journey towards becom-
ing a developed nation
and urged the global In-
dian diaspora to partner
in this transformative
growth.

Hyderabad’s Gachi-
bowli Stadium recently
hosted the UBS Athlet-
ics Kids Cup Tourna-
ment, with Ministers
Vakiti Srihari and IT
Minister Duddilla Srid-
har gracing the event as
chief guests. Also pre-
sent were Sports Chair-
man Sivasena Reddy
and other dignitaries,
who awarded prizes to
the winners of the tour-
nament. The event wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students
across both government
and private schools.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Minister Vakiti
Srihari lauded UBS for
its initiative in identify-
ing and nurturing sport-
ing talent among chil-
dren. He emphasized

UBS Athletics Kids Cup Inspires Young Talent

that Telangana is stead-
ily emerging as a hub
for sports and highlight-
ed the state govern-
ment’s efforts to foster
athletic skills from the
grassroots.

“Through the CM
Cup, we have already
recognized the talent of
over four lakh young
athletes at the village
level. In the future, our
aim is to identify five
lakh budding athletes
and provide them oppor-
tunities to showcase
their abilities at state,
national, and interna-
tional sporting plat-
forms,” he said.

Srihari also outlined
the state’s proactive
measures in sports de-
velopment, including
the formulation of a

comprehensive sports
policy aimed at achiev-
ing gold medals at the
Olympics. “We are com-
mitted to bringing out
the hidden potential of
children, giving them
opportunities to excel,
and motivating them
through recognition
and encouragement,” he
added. Highlighting the
changing mindset of
families, the Minister
noted, “Earlier, parental
encouragement for
sports was limited. To-
day, parents are actively
motivating their chil-
dren to pursue sports
and achieve
excellence.”

He also pointed out
the government’s focus
on infrastructure, stat-
ing, “We are not only

setting up new stadiums
across Telangana but
also renovating existing
ones to provide modern
facilities for athletes.
Our goal is to ensure
that the sporting talent
of Telangana is show-
cased to the world.”
Minister Srihari con-
cluded by urging young
athletes to make the

most of such opportuni-
ties, assuring them that
the state would continue
supporting their jour-
ney towards excellence.
The event was widely
appreciated for its role
in promoting sports cul-
ture and nurturing the
next generation of
champions in
Telangana.
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Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy Assures
Modernisation of Malkapur Pedda Cheruvu

Sangareddy:

State Irrigation Min-
ister Uttam Kumar
Reddy has assured
comprehensive mod-
ernisation works for
the historic Malkapur
Pedda Cheruvu after a
detailed representa-
tion made by San-
gareddy MLA Jagga
Reddy. Acting swiftly
on the request, the
minister directed irri-
gation officials to im-
mediately prepare de-
tailed proposals for
strengthening and up-
grading the feeder
channels, canals, and
the tank bund, in the
presence of Jagga
Reddy.

The proposals focus
on improving water in-
flow, outflow, irriga-
tion capacity, and over-
all safety and
aesthetics of the Mal-
kapur Pedda Cheruvu,
the largest tank in the
Sangareddy Assembly
constituency. The tank,
which has an ayacut of
nearly 2,600 acres and
a storage capacity of
about 0.8 TMC, has not
undergone major re-
pairs for over a
decade.

As per the plan, the
first major work in-
volves the develop-
ment and modernisation
of a 15-kilometre-long
feeder channel that
brings water from the
Mekavanampalli Katta
to the Malkapur Pedda
Cheruvu. This feeder
channel is critical for
ensuring consistent in-
flow of water into the
tank, especially during
monsoon periods.

The second compo-
nent includes the mod-
ernisation of a 9-Kkilo-
metre-long canal
system carrying water
from Malkapur Pedda

Cheruvu towards Club
Goor village. This ca-
nal network connects
key water bodies such
as Nagula Kunta, Mo-
gulla Kunta, Golla
Kunta, Puluvani Kun-
ta, and other depend-
ent tanks. Strengthen-
ing this canal will help
ensure proper water
distribution and re-
charge downstream
tanks.

The third proposal
focuses on the modern-
isation of irrigation
canals extending four
kilometres from Mal-
kapur Pedda Cheruvu
to the ayacut lands.
These canals play a vi-
tal role in delivering
irrigation water di-
rectly to farmlands,
and their upgradation
is expected to signifi-
cantly enhance agri-
cultural productivity
in the region.

Additionally, as per
the recommendations
of the State Dam Safe-
ty Organisation, the
tank bund of Malka-
pur Pedda Cheruvu
will be strengthened
and widened. The pro-
ject also includes beau-
tification and modern-
isation of the bund,
improving both safety
standards and visual
appeal. The minister
emphasised that all
works must adhere
strictly to dam safety
norms and long-term
sustainability.

MLA Jagga Reddy
highlighted the strate-
gic importance of Mal-
kapur Pedda Cheruvu,
stating that it serves as
the primary source of
water for six other
tanks in the Sangared-
dy constituency. He ex-
plained that modernis-
ing the tank would
enable complete filling
of downstream tanks,
increase ayacut area,
and improve ground-
water levels, especially
in Sangareddy town.
Adequate water levels
in the tank, he noted,
are crucial for main-
taining healthy
groundwater reserves.
Officials also point-
ed out that once beau-
tification is completed,
the tank has strong po-
tential to be developed
as a local tourism and
recreation spot, adding
social and economic
value to the region.
Minister Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy instructed
officials to prepare
proposals without de-
lay and assured that
the government is
committed to strength-
ening irrigation infra-
structure and water
security across Telan-
gana. The modernisa-
tion of Malkapur Ped-
da Cheruvu is expected
to bring long-term ben-
efits to farmers, resi-
dents, and the overall
ecology of the San-
gareddy region.

Telangana Agitation Activists Meet Minister

Hyderabad:

Telangana agitation
activists under the
leadership of Telan-
gana Agitators Asso-
ciation founder Dr. Pi-
damarthi Ravi met
Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy, urging
the Congress-led pub-
lic government to ful-
fil its promise of allot-
ting 250 square yards
of house site land to
Telangana movement
participants.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the meeting,
Dr. Pidamarthi Ravi
stressed that the as-
surance given to agita-
tors during the Telan-
gana statehood
movement must be im-
plemented without de-
lay. He asserted that
all those who actively
participated in the
movement—whether
they were jailed or
not—should be treated
equally and granted
250 square yards of
residential land as
promised.

He pointed out that
several genuine agita-
tors were not booked
in cases during the
movement and, as are-
sult, were ignored by
the previous govern-
ment. Dr. Ravi ap-
pealed to the minister
to ensure that such in-
dividuals are also
identified and includ-

ed as beneficiaries un-
der the proposed
house-site allotment
scheme. According to
him, participation in
the Telangana move-
ment should be the
sole criterion, not the
presence or absence of
police cases.

Dr. Pidamarthi Ravi
further requested the
government to consti-
tute a special cabinet
sub-committee to ex-
clusively examine and
implement the allot-
ment of 250-yard
house sites for agita-
tion activists. He said
many activists suf-
fered severe financial
and personal hard-
ships due to years of
neglect, and several
are now battling seri-
ous health issues that
prevent them from
earning a livelihood.

“The previous gov-
ernment failed to rec-
ognise the sacrifices
of Telangana agita-
tors, causing immense
injustice. Many activ-
ists today are unable
to work due to health
problems arising from
their participation in
the movement. It is the
moral responsibility
of the present govern-
ment to honour all
promises made to
them,” he said.

In addition to the
house-site allotment,

Ponguleti Seeking 250-Yard House Plots
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Dr. Ravi urged the gov-
ernment to fulfil all
other assurances giv-
en to Telangana agita-
tion activists, includ-
ing welfare and
support measures an-
nounced during the
election campaign.

He also announced
that he would soon un-
dertake a statewide
tour across all dis-
tricts to meet agitation
activists, understand
their problems, and
mobilise support to
press for the immedi-
ate implementation of
their long-pending
demands.

Several leaders and
activists participated
in the meeting, includ-
ing Telangana Agita-
tors Association State
Coordinators Dr. Bom-
mera Stalin, BSF State
President Borelli
Suresh, and activists
Nakka Mahesh, Jogu
Ganesh, Meesala Ma-
hesh, Krishna, and
others.

The delegation ex-
pressed hope that Min-
ister Ponguleti would
take a positive deci-
sion and initiate con-
crete steps to honour
the sacrifices of Telan-
gana movement activ-
ists by fulfilling the
long-standing promise
of 250-square-yard
house plots.
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Congress MPs Criticise Winter Parliament Session, Allege Anti-People
Policies and Undemocratic Functioning

New Delhi, December
19:

Congress Members of
Parliament from Telan-
gana strongly criticised
the functioning of the
Winter Session of Par-
liament, accusing the
NDA government of
pushing anti-people leg-
islation, undermining
democratic norms, and
ignoring opposition
voices. Addressing a
press conference in New
Delhi, Nagar Kurnool
MP and Telangana Con-
gress Parliamentary
Party (CPP) Convener
Dr Mallu Ravi detailed
the party’s objections to
several key bills and the
manner in which Parlia-
ment was conducted.

Dr Mallu Ravi said the
Winter Session, held
from December 1 to De-
cember 19, was ad-
journed sine die without
proper deliberations on
crucial public issues. He
alleged that the govern-
ment introduced a new
bill related to the rural
employment guarantee
scheme, removing Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s name
from the programme
and creating confusion
over the number of

workdays and budget al-
locations. Earlier, he not-
ed, the Centre bore 90 per
cent of the scheme’s
cost, with states contrib-
uting 10 per cent. Under
the new bill, the Centre’s
share has reportedly
been reduced to 60 per
cent, placing a heavier fi-
nancial burden on states
and adversely impacting
rural workers. The Con-
gress and INDIA bloc
parties, he said, strongly
opposed both the dilu-
tion of the scheme and
the removal of Gandhi’s
name.

He further stated that
several bills, including
the Peace Bill and the In-
surance Amendment
Bill, were passed during
the session despite
strong opposition. Dr
Ravi alleged that these
legislations were contra-
ry to public opinion and
accused the government
of avoiding debate. He
claimed that the NDA ad-
journed the House pre-
maturely because it
could not face questions
raised by opposition par-
ties on issues such as the
Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral
rolls and the employ-

ment guarantee scheme.

Criticising Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Dr
Ravi said the Prime Min-
ister attended Parliament
only briefly during the
entire session and was
absent during debates on
key bills, including those
related to SIR and the re-
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moval of Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s name. On the final
day, he said, Question
Hour was not even taken
up, and the House was ad-
journed within minutes
after the Prime Minister
led the singing of “Vande
Mataram.”

Dr Ravi expressed con-
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cern that SIR would dis-
proportionately affect
SC, ST, BC, minority com-
munities, and migrant
workers, as many from
these groups may not be
able to produce the re-
quired documents, lead-
ingto the deletion of lakhs
of votes. He termed the

move dangerous for
democracy.

He also accused the
Modi government of be-
having in a “dictatorial
manner,” alleging that
even when nearly 250 MPs
protested near the Speak-
er, the government ig-
nored demands to refer

controversial bills to
standing committees. He
said the Congress staged
protests inside and out-
side Parliament and ac-
tively participated in all
party calls to oppose what
it termed anti-people
decisions.

Referringto Telangana,

Dr Ravi said Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy visited
Delhi twice during the
session and met the Prime
Minister and Union min-
isters, seeking the release
of pending central funds.
Healsohighlighted there-
cent Panchayat elections
in Telangana, stating that
nearly 75 per cent of Con-
gress-backed candidates
won, reflecting public
support for the state gov-
ernment’s two-year
governance.

Mahabubabad MP Pori-
ka Balaram Naik, who
also addressed the media,
raised concerns over the
demolition of structures
linked to Hathiram Math
on Tirumala hills. He
urged Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu to halt the
demolition and demanded
action against those re-
sponsible for selling 600
acres of Math land. He
also sought representation
for the Banjara communi-
ty on the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
Board.

The press meet was at-
tended by MPs Mallu Ravi,
Balaram Naik, and Rama-
sahayam Raghuram
Reddy.

KTR Challenges CM Revanth Reddy: “Resign
and Seek Re-election If You Truly Have 66%
Public Support”

Sircilla:

BRS Working Presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao
(KTR) today issued a di-
rect challenge to Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy, daring him to prove
his claims of enjoying
66% public support in
recent local body elec-
tions. Speaking at a vic-
tory meeting of newly
elected BRS Sarpanches
in Sircilla, KTR urged
the CM to make the ten
defected BRS MLAS re-
sign and face a fresh
mandate, asserting that
only the people can
judge the true strength
of leadership.

Mocking the CM’s
contradictory state-
ments during a recent
Hyderabad press confer-
ence, KTR said, “The
CM first claimed Con-
gress won 66% in local
polls and called it a
blessing for his govern-
ment. Minutes later, he

backtracked, saying lo-
cal polls are fought on
local issues and caste,
not on government per-
formance. If you truly
believe the people are
with you, accept my
challenge: Make those
ten MLAs you ‘bought
like cattle’ resign. Let
the voters decide who
has real strength.”

Defected MLAS
“Clinging to Power Like
Bats”

KTR did not hold back
in criticizing the defect-
ed legislators, particu-
larly senior leaders like
Kadiyam Srihari and
Pocharam Srinivas Red-
dy. “It is pathetic to see
leaders who once served
as Ministers and Speak-
er stooping so low for
‘blade-of-grass’ posi-
tions. They publicly an-
nounced joining Con-
gress in front of Rahul
Gandhi, yet shamelessly
lie before the Speaker,
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claiming allegiance to
BRS. Their political
credibility is destroyed,”
he said. KTR also ac-
cused the CM of pres-
suring the Speaker’s of-
fice to ignore evidence
and shield defectors,
highlighting the erosion
of moral authority.
Panchayat Polls Prove
Public Rejects Congress
KTR asserted that the
recent Panchayat elec-
tions were a clear mes-
sage from the people re-
jecting Congress’s
attempts to deceive

)

farmers, women, and
BC communities. De-
spite alleged intimida-
tion by the Congress
government using po-
lice and official machin-
ery, BRS won 80 out of
117 Panchayats in Sir-
cilla. “Even with Minis-
ters and the CM touring
districts, the people
have made it clear: they
want KCR’s leadership
for village welfare. The
Pink Flag is flying high
because public trust fa-
vors BRS over Con-
gress’s conspiracies,” he

said.

Call to Party Cadre

KTR urged party
workers to remain reso-
lute, assuring support
for those facing threats
or harassment. He an-
nounced a massive
membership drive and
the formation of new
village, mandal, and dis-
trict committees, blend-
ing the experience of
senior leaders with
youth energy. He called
upon the BRS cadre to
maintain the momen-
tum into upcoming Zilla
Parishad and Mandal
Parishad elections to se-
cure a decisive victory.

KTR'’s speech reflects
BRS’s aggressive stance
ahead of future elec-
tions, positioning the
party as the unwavering
choice of the public
while holding Congress
accountable for alleged
defections and govern-
ance failures.

Telangana

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 19, 2025:

At a press meet held
at Telangana Bhavan,
senior BRS leaders, in-
cluding former Minis-
ter Singireddy Niranjan
Reddy, expressed strong
criticism of Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy
over his statements re-
garding the recently
concluded local body
elections. They high-
lighted that during
their tenure, opposition
parties rarely won more
than 5-10% of seats in
local elections. Howev-
er, in the three-phase
Panchayat elections this
year, the BRS emerged
victorious in a majority
of districts, securing
top positions in several
seats and demonstrat-
ing widespread public
support.

The leaders pointed
out that in some dis-
tricts, results were split
evenly between ruling
Congress candidates

Panchayat Elections: BRS Leaders Slam CM
Revanth Redd

and BRS, while in other
areas, BRS-backed can-
didates emerged victori-
ous. According to them,
these outcomes reflect
strong public disapprov-
al of the current Con-
gress administration
and its alleged misuse
of power. They empha-
sized that unlike their
tenure, the current CM
personally campaigned
via helicopter across
districts to influence lo-
cal elections, yet voters
still favored BRS candi-
dates, demonstrating
confidence in the party’s
leadership and
governance.

The leaders also ac-
cused Revanth Reddy of
spreading false narra-
tives against BRS lead-
ers, including KCR,
KTR, and Harish Rao,
and even ridiculing
KCR’s health. They cited
instances of political op-
portunism, recalling
that despite Reddy’s pri-
or claims of resigning if
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defeated, he contested
and won in Malakajgiri
during parliamentary
elections. The leaders
underlined that BRS’s
success reflects genuine
public support rather
than electoral
manipulation.

Former MLA Dr.
Methuku Anand added
that in Vikarabad, Pari-
gi, and Tandur constitu-
encies, BRS won the ma-
jority of seats. He
alleged that in areas
where BRS narrowly

y’s Remarks

lost, recounts were ma-
nipulated to favor Con-
gress, and even in vil-
lages like Mohinkalan,
the BRS’s victories were
challenged through co-
ercion and intimidation.
He urged police authori-
ties to act impartially
and not favor any politi-
cal party.

The BRS leadership
reiterated that upcom-
ing elections would see
strict monitoring to en-
sure fairness and pre-
vent misuse of power.

They emphasized the
party’s commitment to
safeguarding democrat-
ic processes and ensur-
ing that officials uphold
the constitution rather
than succumbing to po-
litical pressures.
According to BRS, de-
spite efforts by Congress
to undermine results,
the party’s ethical and
organized approach en-
sured significant victo-
ries, reinforcing its
standing among the pub-
lic across Telangana.

Harish Rao Condemns Removal of
Gandhi’s Name from Employment
Guarantee Scheme, Calls it an
Attack on India’s Federal System

A

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 19, 2025: Former
Minister Harish Rao
has strongly criti-
cized the Central Gov-
ernment’s decision to
remove Mahatma
Gandhi’s name from
the Employment
Guarantee Scheme,
renaming it Vikasit
Bharat-G Ram G. He
termed the move not
just anominal change
but a direct attack on
the federal structure
of India, expressing
his concerns through
a statement on X (for-

merly Twitter).

Harish Rao high-
lighted that the pro-
posed amendments,
including the 60:40
funding ratio be-
tween the Centre and
states, are aimed at
weakening the Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme. According to
him, the new provi-
sions would place an
additional financial
burden on states, un-
the
scheme’s original ob-
jective of providing
employment to the
poor. He warned that
the Centre is using
this bill as a tool to in-

dermining
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He further criti-
cized the Congress
Party’s silence on the
issue, pointing out
that while it often
talks about federal-
ism and states’ rights
publicly, it remains
mute in Parliament
when the BJP intro-
duces measures that
weaken state powers.
Harish Rao empha-
sized that both BJP
and Congress are dis-
playing double stand-
ards in centraliza-
tion policies, using
the same bill as evi-
dence of their shared
approach to under-

cize the scheme, di-
verting attention
from its primary pur-
pose of providing
employment to the
underprivileged. He
called it “absurd” to
present this change
as a reform while it
threatens to compro-
mise the federal prin-
ciples and financial
autonomy of states.
Urging the govern-
ment to reconsider,

sign be respected. He
stressed that the Em-
ployment Guarantee
Act should continue
to function as intend-
ed, without diluting
its foundational prin-
ciples, ensuring that
states can implement
it effectively for the
welfare of citizens.
Harish Rao’s state-
ment reinforces his
commitment to pro-
tecting the federal
structure, safeguard-
ing state rights, and
maintaining the in-
tegrity of social wel-
fare programs. He
concluded by empha-

mining state sizingthat any deci-
authority. sion placing undue

Harish Rao alsoex- financial or adminis-
pressed concern that trative burden on
the move could politi- states would hinder

development and im-
pact the lives of the
poor, calling on both
the Central and State
Governments to up-
hold constitutional
principles while im-
plementing nation-
wide welfare
initiatives.

This announce-
ment comes amid
growing concerns
over the BJP-led Cen-
tral Government’s

crease itscontrolover he demanded thatthe approach to centrali-
states, thereby in- original name of the zation of powers and
fringing on the auton- schemehonoring Ma- its potential impact

omy guaranteed to
them under the

Constitution.

hatma Gandhi be re-
tained and that the
scheme’s federal de-

on state-adminis-
tered welfare pro-
grams across India.
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Quthbullapur, Decem-
ber 19:

Following a report by
True Point News, offi-
cials of the Pollution
Control Board (PCB)
promptly responded to
an incident involving
the illegal dumping of
chemical waste in the
Outer Ring Road area of
Bowrampet under the
Dundigal Circle. The in-
cident, allegedly carried
out by unidentified per-
sons, created concern
among local residents
and triggered immedi-
ate action by the
authorities.

PCB officials visited
the spot and conducted a
detailed inspection of
the area where the
chemical waste had
been dumped. To ascer-

tain the nature and com-
position of the waste,
officials collected sam-
ples for laboratory anal-
ysis. Preliminary in-
quiries are underway to
assess the possible im-
pact of the dumped
chemicals on groundwa-
ter, the surrounding en-
vironment, and public
health.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, PCB official Ra-
jender stated that strict
action would be taken
against those responsi-
ble for the illegal dispos-
al of chemical waste. He
warned that the culprits
would be identified and
proceeded against under
relevant environmental
laws. He also mentioned
that police officials have
been requested to inten-

area to prevent such in-
cidents in the future.
Rajender added that
further action would be
initiated after a compre-

HYDERABAD
PCB Officials Visit Site After True Point News Report, Collect
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Samples of Chemical Waste in Bowrampet

disposal, according to
PCB officials.

Local residents wel-
comed the swift re-
sponse from the PCB
and urged both pollu-
tion control and police
authorities to enhance
monitoring and enforce-
ment to ensure that
such incidents do not re-
cur. They expressed con-
cern over the potential
long-term effects of
chemical waste on soil

quality, water resources,
and overall public
safety.

The incident has once
again highlighted the
importance of vigilant
reporting and timely ac-
tion to curb environ-
mental violations, with
officials assuring that
necessary measures
would be taken to safe-
guard the environment
and community

well-being.

hensive report is pre-
pared based on the labo-
ratory test results. He
emphasized that illegal
dumping of hazardous
waste would not be toler-

ated, as it poses serious
risks to the environment
and the health of nearby
residents.

After the sample col-
lection process was com-

pleted, the entire chemi-

cal waste was safely
transported to the Hy-
derabad Waste Manage-
ment facility at Dundi-
gal for scientific

DTF Seizes 10.5 Grams of Heroin Oil
in Hyderabad, One Arrested

Hyderabad:

In a significant
crackdown on drug
trafficking ahead of
the New Year, the Di-
rectorate Task Force
(DTF) seized 10.5
grams of heroin oil
and arrested a person
involved in its illegal
sale in Hyderabad. The
arrest was made while
the accused was alleg-
edly attempting to sell
the contraband in the
Begum Bazar area.

According to DTF
Circle Inspector Sou-
janya, the arrested in-
dividual has been iden-
tified as Dinesh Lodha.
The seized heroin,
which was reportedly
sourced from Ra-
jasthan, is estimated to
be worth around
60,000 in the illegal
market. Acting on spe-
cific intelligence, DTF
personnel conducted a
targeted operation and
apprehended the ac-
cused along with the
narcotic substance.

Preliminary investi-
gation revealed that
Dinesh Lodha has
been residing in Hy-
derabad for some time
and earns his liveli-
hood by working as a
cook for Rajasthani
families in the city.

However, alongside his
regular occupation, he
allegedly began traf-
ficking heroin import-
ed from Rajasthan and
selling it to multiple
customers in Hy-
derabad to earn addi-
tional income.

The accused was
caught red-handed
while attempting to
sell the heroin oil in
Begum Bazar. Follow-
ing the seizure, the
DTF team handed over
the accused and the
confiscated narcotics
to the Begumpet Ex-
cise Station for further
legal action. A case has
been registered under
the relevant sections
of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act,
and further investiga-
tion is underway to
identify possible links
and supply networks
connected to the
accused.

Officials stated that
efforts are being made
to trace the source of
the drug supply and to
determine whether the
accused was part of a
larger interstate drug
trafficking racket. Au-
thorities have not
ruled out the possibil-
ity of more arrests as

the investigation
progresses.

In view of the up-
coming New Year cel-
ebrations, Hyderabad
Deputy Commissioner
Anil Kumar Reddy has
directed the DTF and
enforcement wings to
intensify surveillance
and conduct more
raids to prevent the in-
flow and circulation of
drugs, ganja, and illicit
liquor in the city. He
emphasized that strict
action would be taken
against anyone found
involved in drug-relat-
ed activities.

Senior official A.S.
Srinivasa Rao also ap-
preciated the DTF en-
forcement team for
their swift action and
successful seizure. He
said such operations
send a strong message
to drug peddlers and
reaffirmed the depart-
ment’s commitment to
keeping Hyderabad
drug-free.

The police have
urged citizens to coop-
erate with law enforce-
ment agencies by shar-
ing information
related to illegal drug
activities, assuring
that strict confidenti-

MDMA and Ganja Seized from Software

Employee in Patancheru, One Arrested

Hyderabad:

In another significant
operation against drug
trafficking, the Special
Task Force (STF) police
seized MDMA drugs and
ganja from a software
employee in the Pa-
tancheru area. Acting on
credible information
about illegal drug sales,
the STF team conducted
a raid near Sri Vidya
Nursery in Beeranguda
under the Patancheru
limits.

According to STF Sub-
Inspector Jyothi, the po-
lice received specific in-
puts that drugs were
being sold in the vicinity
of Beeranguda. Follow-
ing this, a special team
led by SI Jyothi, along
with her staff, carried
out a surprise raid at the
identified location. Dur-
ing the operation, the po-
lice apprehended a youth

who was allegedly in-
volved in selling narcot-
ic substances.

The arrested person
has been identified as
Roopani Mukesh Babu, a
software employee by
profession. Upon con-
ducting a thorough
search, the STF team re-
covered 0.42 grams of
MDMA, a synthetic par-
ty drug, along with 120
grams of ganja from his
possession. The seized
narcotics were immedi-
ately taken into custody
as evidence.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the ac-
cused was actively in-
volved in the sale of
drugs in the Patancheru
region, targeting local
youth and individuals
frequenting the area. Po-
lice suspect that Mukesh
Babu was procuring the
drugs from unidentified

sources and distributing
them in small quantities
to avoid detection.

After the seizure, the
STF team arrested the
accused and handed him
over along with the
seized MDMA and ganja
to the Ameenpur Police
Station for further legal
proceedings. A case has
been registered under
the relevant sections of
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substanc-
es (NDPS) Act, and fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway to trace the
supply chain and identi-
fy other individuals in-
volved in the racket.

STF officials stated
that special focus is be-
ing placed on areas
around educational in-
stitutions, residential
colonies, and public
gathering points to curb
the spread of drugs.

With New Year celebra-
tions approaching, po-
lice have intensified sur-
veillanceand enforcement
to prevent drug circula-
tion and ensure public
safety.

The police also ap-
pealed to citizens, espe-
cially parents and youth,

to remain vigilant and
report any suspicious ac-
tivities related to drugs.
Authorities reiterated
that strict action would
be taken against those
involved in drug traffick-
ing, regardless of their
profession or social
background.

Burglary at Wine Shop in Suraram, Cash and Liquor Stolen

ality will be
maintained.

Quthbullapur, Decem-
ber 19:

A burglary was report-
ed at a wine shop under
the limits of the Surar-
am Police Station on
Thursday, causing con-
cern among local trad-
ers. The incident took
place at Aryan Wines,
located in Shivalayam
Nagar, where an uniden-
tified thief broke into
the premises by making
a hole in the wall.

According to police
sources, the accused
gained entry into the
shop during the night
hours by drilling
through the wall and
managed to steal cash
amounting to 1 lakh

along with 15 liquor bot-
tles. The theft came to
light when the shop own-
er opened the outlet the
following morning and

noticed the missing cash
and liquor.

CCTV cameras in-
stalled inside the wine
shop captured the entire

burglary incident. The
footage reportedly shows
the accused entering the
shop through the hole in
the wall and committing
the theft. Based on the
CCTYV visuals, police be-
lieve the crime was car-
ried out in a planned
manner.

The owner of Aryan
Wines immediately
lodged a complaint with
the Suraram Police, fol-
lowing which the police
registered a case and
launched an investiga-
tion. Police teams are
currently examining the
CCTYV footage to identify
the suspect and trace his
movements before and
after the incident.

Suraram police offi-
cials stated that efforts
are being made to nab
the accused at the earli-
est. They are also verify-
ing whether similar bur-
glaries have occurred in
nearby areas and check-
ing for possible links.

The incident has
raised concerns among
wine shop owners and
local business operators,
who have urged the po-
lice to increase night pa-
trols in commercial are-
as. Police have assured
that additional security
measures and surveil-
lance will be put in place
to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

South Central Railway Announces 124 Special Trains for Sankranti Festival

Hyderabad:

In a major move to fa-
cilitate travel during the
Sankranti festival, South
Central Railway (SCR)
has announced over 400
special trains for passen-
gers, including 124 trains
made available a month
in advance. The decision
aims to ease congestion
during the peak festive
season and ensure
smoother travel for peo-
ple heading to their
hometowns.

The highest demand is
expected on routes con-
necting Vijayawada, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Kakinada,

and Tirupati. These spe-
cial trains will operate
until January 24 and will
carry additional charges.
With ongoing develop-
ment works at Secun-
derabad station, authori-
ties have tightened
security measures to en-
sure safe and orderly
boarding and travel.
Officials estimate that
around 30 lakh passen-
gers are likely to travel by
train during this Sank-
ranti season. Special ar-
rangements are being
made at major stations,
including additional tick-
eting counters, extra

F

staff deployment, and en-
hanced safety protocols
to manage the festive
rush efficiently.

“This year, advance
planning has been imple-
mented to handle the ex-
pected surge in travel.
With passenger numbers
to Andhra Pradesh in-
creasing every year, we
anticipate this Sankranti
season will see over 30
lakh travelers on trains
from Hyderabad and sur-
rounding areas,” railway
officials stated.

SCR has emphasized
that passengers should
plan their journeys in ad-

vance, book tickets early,
and arrive at stations on
time due to the heavy
rush. Additional coaches
and enhanced operation-
al support will be provid-
ed to manage demand
and ensure a comfortable
journey.

This proactive initia-
tive reflects the South
Central Railway’s com-
mitment to passenger
convenience and safety
during peak festive travel
periods, allowing fami-
lies to celebrate Sankran-
ti without travel-related
stress.
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Warangal:

State Forest, Environ-
ment and Endowments
Minister Konda
Surekha on Friday con-
gratulated Mohammed
Asiya, a student of a
Telangana Minority
Gurukul Educational
Institution, for achiev-
ing a prestigious Guin-
ness World Record in
karate. The minister
personally visited the
Minority Gurukul at
Hanamkonda as part of
her tour and lauded the
young achiever for
bringing pride to the

state and the
institution.
Asiyarecently partic-

ipated in a large-scale
karate competition held
in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu, where she suc-
cessfully secured a
place in the Guinness
World Records. During
the meeting, Asiya pre-
sented her Guinness
World Record certifi-

cate to the minister and
explained the details of
her achievement. She
informed that the kara-
te demonstration event
was conducted on Octo-
ber 5 in Chennai and
witnessed participation
from nearly 3,000 karate
champions from across
the country.

Out of this massive
pool of participants,
only 863 competitors
qualified for the final re-
cord attempt, under the
coordination of 17 or-
ganizers. Asiya’s selec-
tion and success among
such a large and com-
petitive group stood out
as a remarkable accom-
plishment. The minister
noted that it was par-
ticularly special that
Asiya, who represented
Telangana, is a student
of a Minority Gurukul
Educational Institution,
highlighting the grow-
ing impact of govern-
ment-run minority edu-

cational institutions in

nurturing talent.
Minister Konda

Surekha praised Asiya’s

REGIONAL

DISTRICT
GAMES & 5rr
[ { From lo.lzf. [

dedication, discipline,
and hard work, stating
that her achievement
would inspire many oth-

er students, especially
girls, to pursue excel-
lence in sports along-
side academics. She em-

phasized that such

international recogni-
tions reflect the hidden
potential among stu-
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MinisterKondaSurekhaGongratulatesMinorityGurukulStudent
Asiya for Guinness World Record in Karate

dents studying in gov-
ernment institutions
when provided with
proper guidance and

opportunities.

The minister encour-
aged Asiya to aim even
higher in her sporting
career and expressed
confidence that she
would achieve many
more milestones in the
future. She assured her
of full support from the
government and ad-
vised her to approach
the authorities without
hesitation if she faced
any difficulties in train-
ing, participation, or
resources.

The visit concluded on
a positive note, with of-
ficials, teachers, and stu-
dents expressing pride
in Asiya’s achievement.
Her Guinness World Re-
cord has not only
brought honor to her
family and institution
but has also emerged as
a symbol of encourage-
ment for minority stu-
dents across Telangana
to dream big and strive
for global recognition.

MLA Sabitha Indra Reddy Congratulates
Maheshwaram Sarpanch Naveen

Maheshwaram:

Former minister and
Maheshwaram MLA Sa-
bitha Indra Reddy on
Thursday congratulat-
ed Munagapati Naveen
for his resounding vic-
tory as the Sarpanch of
Maheshwaram village.
Along with the newly
elected Sarpanch, the
MLA also felicitated the
Deputy Sarpanch and
all ward members with
shawls, extending her
heartfelt wishes.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Sabitha Indra
Reddy emphasized the
importance of collec-
tive effort and coordina-
tion among elected rep-
resentatives for the
overall development of
the village. She advised
the newly elected lead-
ership to work in close
cooperation with offi-
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cials and ensure that de-
velopment initiatives
reach every section of
society. She expressed
confidence that the new
team would live up to
the trust placed in them
by the people.

The MLA further stat-
ed that village develop-
ment plays a crucial
role in the progress of
the state and called
upon the newly elected
Sarpanch, Deputy Sar-

panch, and ward mem-
bers to uphold transpar-
ency, accountability,
and public welfare. She
urged them to remain
accessible to the people
and to address local is-
sues with dedication
and commitment.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sarpanch Munaga-
pati Naveen expressed
his sincere gratitude to
the villagers for placing
their faith in him and

electing him with a
clear mandate. He
thanked each and every
voter who supported
him and assured that he
would work tirelessly
for the comprehensive
development of Ma-
heshwaram village.
Naveen stated that he
would not step back
from fulfilling the prom-
ises made to the people
and would strive to im-
plement development

works efficiently.

He also highlighted
his commitment to im-
proving basic infra-
structure, sanitation,
drinking water facili-
ties, and welfare
schemes in the village.
Naveen added that the
cooperation of all ward
members and villagers
would be key to achiev-
ing these goals.

The felicitation pro-
gramme was attended by
several local leaders and
public representatives,
including former Sar-
panch Karrolla Chan-
drayya, Anandam, Sud-
heer Goud, and Minas
Patel, among others. The
event concluded on a pos-
itive note, reflecting opti-
mism about the future
development of Mahesh-
waram village under the
new leadership.

BJP Telangana State President N. Ramchander Rao
Addresses Nirmal District Panchayat Leaders’ Meet

Hyderabad, December
19, 2025:

Nirmal district wit-
nessed a grand gather-
ing of Panchayat lead-
ers, including
Sarpanches, Deputy Sar-
panches, and Ward
Members, at an event or-
ganized to felicitate lead-
ers who recently secured
victory in the local body
elections. BJP Telanga-
na State President N.
Ramchander Rao partic-
ipated in the meet and
congratulated the newly
elected representatives
for their remarkable
performance.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Ramchander Rao
highlighted BJP’s sweep-
ing victories across mul-
tiple constituencies. In
the Muthol Assembly
segment, out of 181
Gram Panchayats, BJP
candidates won as Sar-
panches in 103 Panchay-
ats. Similarly, in Nirmal
district, which has 128
Panchayats, over 80 Sar-
panches were elected on
the BJP ticket. Khan-
apur constituency also
witnessed 32 BJP Sar-
panches emerging victo-
rious. Successes were
also noted in neighbor-
ing districts including
Nizamabad, Karimna-
gar, Adilabad, and
Medak. Across the state,
nearly 1,000-1,200 Sar-
panches were elected un-
der the BJP banner, with
over 1,200 Deputy Sar-
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panches and more than
10,000 Ward Members.

Ramchander Rao criti-
cized the Congress gov-
ernment for attempting
to claim credit for BJP
victories and misleading
the public. He asserted
that in two years of gov-
ernance, Congress has
failed to deliver justice
or bring meaningful
change to the lives of
Telangana citizens. Ac-
cording to him, the elec-
torate’s support for BJP
in local bodies reflects a
clear mandate against
Congress and BRS mis-
governance, and in favor
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s welfare-
driven leadership.

He highlighted several

central government ini-
tiatives that have direct-
ly benefited rural Telan-
gana, including
PM-Kisan Samman Yo-
jana, Ujjwala gas connec-
tions, proper roads, sani-
tation projects, street
lighting, farmer support
schemes, women’s self-
help loans, youth em-
ployment initiatives, and
direct funding for village
and district development
projects. Ramchander
Rao emphasized that
these schemes are imple-
mented efficiently under
the central government’s
guidance, contrasting
them with alleged mis-
management by the state
Congress administration.

Regarding the VB-

GRAM-G (Viksit Bharat
— Gramin Rozgar & Ajee-
vika Haami) mission, he
explained that the pro-
gram, designed in line
with the Viksit Bharat
2047 roadmap, has ex-
panded employment
guarantees from 100 days
to 125 days, demonstrat-
ing BJP’s commitment to
rural employment. He
further stated that Con-
gress had spent only 1.08
lakh crores on rural em-
ployment schemes in 15
years, whereas the Modi
government has allocat-
ed over 8 lakh crores in
the past 11 years.
Ramchander Rao also
stressed that BJP re-
spects Mahatma Gandhi
and accused Congress of
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using Gandhiji’s legacy
for political gains. The
BJP’s VB-GRAM-G
scheme faces opposition
only due to the inclusion
of the term “Ram,” he
said, criticizing both
Congress and BRS for
misleading the public.
Concluding his ad-
dress, he urged citizens
to support BJP in the up-
coming local, MP, and
ZPTC elections to en-
sure development, safe-
guard welfare schemes,
and prevent misappro-
priation of state re-
sources. He emphasized
that BJP is the only via-
ble alternative for
achieving a prosperous
and “Golden
Telangana.”

Nizamabad Farmer Flees After Attempting to
Repay Loan with Fake Currency

Nizamabad, Telan-
gana — A shocking
incident emerged
from Varni Mandal in
Nizamabad district,
where a local farmer
tried to repay his crop
loan using counter-
feit currency and fled
when bank officials
detected the fraud.
The case has raised
concerns about the
circulation of fake
currency in rural
areas.

The accused, iden-
tified as Naredla Ch-
innasailu from Jalal-
pur village, visited
the Canara Bank
branch carrying
2,08,500 in 500 denom-
ination notes to settle
his outstanding crop
loan. Bank staff be-
came suspicious dur-
ing the counting pro-
cess and ran the notes
through a cash-count-
ing machine. All bills
had the same serial
number, immediately

flagging them as
counterfeit.

When questioned
about the source of
the money, Chinna-
sailu reportedly left
the bank on foot, leav-
ing staff and custom-
ers stunned. Bank of-
ficials promptly
informed the local po-
lice, who registered a
case and began a
search for the
farmer.

Authorities have
seized the counterfeit
notes and are investi-
gating how Chinna-
sailu obtained such a
large sum of fake cur-
rency. The incident
has caused unease
among local resi-
dents, especially as
panchayat elections
are underway in the
region. Villagers fear
that circulation of
counterfeit money
could disrupt finan-
cial transactions and
create broader eco-

nomic problems.

Police have urged
residents to remain
vigilant, carefully
check all cash before
accepting or using it,
and immediately re-
port suspicious notes.
Officials emphasized
that dealing with
counterfeit currency
is a serious offence
under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and that
strict legal action will
be taken against any-
one involved in such
activities.

The investigation
continues as law en-
forcement works to
locate the farmer,
trace the source of
the fake notes, and
prevent further cir-
culation of counter-
feit money in the dis-
trict. Authorities
also stress the impor-
tance of public
awareness to curb
similar incidents in
the future.

Telangana Leader Harish Rao Mortgages Home to
Help Poor Student Secure Education Loan

Hyderabad — In an
extraordinary act of
personal generosity,
former minister and
Siddipet MLA T. Har-
ish Rao has mort-
gaged his own house
to help a financially
needy student secure
an education loan for
postgraduate medical
studies. The gesture
has earned wide-
spread praise from
both the public and
political circles.

The student, Konka
Mamatha, hails from
a modest family in
Siddipet. After com-
pleting her MBBS
from Siddhartha Med-
ical College in Vi-
jayawada, she secured
a seat for PG medical
studies in Ophthal-
mology at a reputed
institution in Maha-
bubnagar. However,
she faced severe diffi-
culties in arranging
the first instalment of
tuition fees, which
amount to 7.5 lakh per
year for three years.
With the fee deadline
approaching and no
collateral to present,
her education was at

risk.

When Mamatha
and her father, who
works as a tailor, ap-
proached banks for an
education loan, they
were informed that
without collateral,
the application could
not be processed.
With time running
out, the family sought
assistance from Har-
ish Rao. Understand-
ing the urgency, Rao
took the extraordi-
nary step of mortgag-
ing his own residence
in Siddipet with a
bank to ensure that
Mamatha could re-
ceive a 201lakh educa-
tion loan in time.

In addition to ar-
ranging the loan, Har-
ish Rao personally
provided 1 lakh in
cash from his own
funds to help Mama-
tha cover immediate
expenses such as hos-
tel fees. The young
doctor expressed her
profound gratitude,
stating that Rao’s in-
tervention was pivot-
al in allowing her to
continue her medical
education.

Harish Rao has pre-
viously assisted edu-
cational and coopera-
tive initiatives, but
this direct personal
contribution — put-
ting his own property
at risk to support a
student’s future —
has been widely com-
mended as an extraor-
dinary act of
generosity.

This heartwarming
gesture has sparked
discussions across
Telangana about the
role of public repre-
sentatives in support-
ing education and
helping underprivi-
leged students achieve
their aspirations.
Rao’s actions stand as
aremarkable example
of using personal re-
sources for the great-
er good of society.
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Bangladesh in Turmoil: Lessons from the Death of Sharif
Osman Hadi and the Eruption of Nationwide Protests

Bangladesh has been
plunged into one of its
most volatile periods in
recent history following
the death of Sharif Os-
man Hadi, a prominent
youth leader whose shoot-
ing and subsequent pass-
ing sparked widespread
demonstrations, violent
clashes, and targeted at-
tacks on media institu-
tions. The crisis has not
only revealed deep soci-
etal and political fissures
but has also raised urgent
questions about press
freedom, governance,
public trust, and the fra-
gility of democratic insti-
tutions in the country.

The Catalyst: Ha-
di’s Death and Pub-
lic Anger

Sharif Osman Hadi,
aged 32, was a central fig-
ure in the pro-democracy
movement that signifi-
cantly reshaped Bangla-
desh’s political landscape
the previous year. His ac-
tivism and visibility
made him both a voice for
reform and, tragically, a
target. When he was shot
by unknown assailants
and later succumbed to
his injuries abroad, the
news acted as a flash-
point for pent-up public

anger. His death became
symbolic of broader frus-

trations with governance,
accountability, and politi-
cal transparency, igniting
protests that have now
spread across major cit-
ies, including Dhaka,
Chattogram, and
Rajshahi.

Initially, the demon-
strations were largely
peaceful, with thousands
gathering to express
grief and demand justice.
Protesters carried ban-
ners, chanted slogans,
and engaged in marches
through crowded streets.
However, the situation
quickly escalated, reveal-
ing how fragile social or-
der can be in moments of
political and emotional
intensity. As the protests
intensified, clashes with
law enforcement became
more frequent, and acts
of vandalism—including
the destruction of prop-
erty—began to emerge.

Attacks on Media:
Threats to Freedom
of Expression

One of the most alarm-
ing aspects of the unrest
has been the targeting of
media outlets. Angry
crowds stormed offices of
leading newspapers and
broadcasting networks,
setting parts of buildings

on fire. Journalists and
staff found themselves

trapped amid smoke and
flames, with emergency
responders stepping in to
evacuate those inside.
The attacks underscore
the precarious position
of press freedom in Bang-
ladesh, particularly dur-
ing politically charged
crises.

Media institutions of-
ten act as intermediaries,
providing the public with
factual accounts amid
chaos. Yet, in situations
where citizens perceive
media as either complicit
with or opposed to par-
ticular political agendas,
journalists are frequent-
ly made scapegoats. The
arson attacks not only
jeopardized lives but also
disrupted the dissemina-
tion of vital information,
highlighting the fragility
of independent journal-
ism in environments
where public anger can
manifest as direct physi-
cal aggression.

Widening Political and
Social Fault Lines

Beyond media offices,
the protests have targeted
political party offices,
government buildings,
and cultural centers,
demonstrating how rap-
idly civil unrest can ex-

pand in both scope and
intensity. In several cit-

ies, roads were blocked
with burning debris, pub-
lic transport was disrupt-
ed, and residents report-
ed difficulty accessing
essential services. These
events reflect deep divi-
sions within society and
a growing mistrust of
governmental authority.
The unrest has also am-
plified nationalist and
anti-foreign rhetoric in
certain areas, particular-
ly near strategic infra-
structure and foreign
consulates. Some protest
groups have linked do-
mestic grievances to per-
ceived foreign interfer-
ence, illustrating how
political crises can rap-
idly take on regional and
international dimen-
sions. This has drawn
diplomatic attention,
with neighboring coun-
tries and international
observers closely moni-
toring developments,
wary of both humanitar-
ian impacts and potential
spillover effects.

Law Enforcement and
Government Response

Authorities responded
to the unrest by deploy-
ing security forces to re-
store order, often engag-
ing in tense standoffs
with protesters. Reports
of clashes have varied
from stone-pelting and
vandalism to direct con-
frontations between po-
lice and demonstrators.
While maintaining law
and order is essential, ex-
cessive or mismanaged
force can exacerbate pub-
lic resentment, creating a
vicious cycle of violence
and retaliation.

The interim govern-
ment has called for calm,
condemned acts of arson
and assault, and empha-
sized a commitment to in-
vestigating Hadi’s death
thoroughly. National
mourning was declared,
with flags flown at half-
mast, and officials urged
restraint during funeral
proceedings and related
gatherings. Yet, these
measures, while symboli-
cally important, are in-
sufficient if not coupled
with transparent and ac-
countable actions that ad-
dress the underlying
grievances fueling public
unrest.

Historical Context: Po-
litical Instability and Citi-

_ vulnerable. His death has

zen Disillusionment

Bangladesh’s political
landscape has long been
characterised by intense
partisan rivalry, frequent
street protests, and epi-
sodes of violent civil un-
rest. Citizens have grown
frustrated with systemic
corruption, slow judicial
processes, and the per-
ception of unaccountable
governance. Hadi’s death
did not occur in isolation;
it acted as a catalyst for
grievances that had been
accumulating over years.
When individuals per-
ceive that conventional
political and legal chan-
nels are ineffective, pub-
lic demonstrations often
escalate rapidly, some-
times spilling into
violence.

Moreover, youth en-
gagement in politics,
while crucial for demo-
cratic vitality, can also
make younger leaders
targets for intimidation,
violence, or assassina-
tion. Hadi’s role as a
youthful activist made
him both influential and

highlighted the dangers
faced by political youth
leaders in environments
where the lines between
lawful dissent and violent
retaliation are blurred.

The Role of Social Me-
dia and Information
Flows

Social media platforms
have played a dual role
during this crisis. On one
hand, they have facilitat-
ed rapid dissemination of

|

news and enabled citi-
zens to coordinate peace-

ful demonstrations. On
the other, misinforma-
tion, rumours, and in-
flammatory content have
exacerbated tensions,
fueling anger and hasten-
ing violent acts, includ-
ing the attacks on media
offices. The viral spread
of unverified claims dem-
onstrates the urgent need
for media literacy and re-
sponsible information
management in times of
crisis.

Humanitarian and So-
cial Implications

Beyond the political
ramifications, the unrest
has profound humanitar-
ian consequences. Citi-
zens in affected areas
have faced disruption of
daily life, restricted mo-
bility, and exposure to
violence. Local business-
es, particularly small en-
terprises, have suffered
losses due to arson, block-
ades, and closures. Addi-
tionally, the psychologi-
cal toll on both residents
and journalists has been
significant, underscoring
the broader societal costs
of political unrest.

Civil society organiza-
tions have called for im-
mediate interventions to
protect vulnerable popu-
lations, including jour-
nalists and protesters,

while also facilitating di-
alogue between the gov-

ernment and citizens.
Mental health support,
legal aid, and community
mediation have been
highlighted as critical
tools to prevent further
escalation.

International Perspec-
tive and Implications

The unrest has drawn
global attention, with in-
ternational human rights
groups and foreign gov-
ernments monitoring the
situation closely. Con-
cerns about press free-
dom, human rights viola-
tions, and the protection
of activists have been em-
phasised in official state-
ments. Bangladesh’s sta-
bility is not only a
domestic concern but
also a regional one, given
its strategic location and
economic ties with neigh-
boring countries. Any
prolonged period of in-
stability could impact
trade, security, and diplo-
matic relations in South
Asia.

Looking Ahead: Lessons
and Recommendations

The immediate priority
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must be restoring law and
order while ensuring ac-
countability for both Ha-
di’s death and the acts of
violence during protests.
However, long-term solu-

tions require structural
reforms:

1.Strengthening Rule
of Law : Transparent and
timely investigations into
political violence, along
with swift judicial pro-
cesses, are essential to re-
build public trust.

2.Protecting Press
Freedom: Media institu-
tions must be safeguard-
ed, with mechanisms to
prevent attacks and sup-
port journalists during
periods of unrest.

3.Youth Engagement
and Safety: Political
youth leaders should be
protected through legal
safeguards and security
protocols, ensuring their
participation without
fear of retaliation.

4 Misinformation Man-
agement: Governments
and civil society must
work together to combat
false information, par-
ticularly on social media,
while promoting media
literacy.

5.Dialogue and Recon-
ciliation: Channels for
peaceful political dia-
logue must be reinforced,
providing citizens with
avenues to express griev-
ances without resorting
to violence.

Conclusion

The death of Sharif Os-
man Hadi and the result-
ing unrest are stark re-
minders of the fragility
of democratic norms un-
der pressure. Bangladesh
stands at a crossroads:
the choices made in the
coming weeks—between
repression and dialogue,
violence and reconcilia-
tion—will determine
whether the nation can
navigate this crisis
peacefully or descend
further into instability.
Protecting citizens, safe-
guarding journalists, and
ensuring accountability
are not optional; they are
prerequisites for any
functional democracy.
The world watches as
Bangladesh grapples
with grief, anger, and
hope, searching for a
path toward stability and
justice.
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Tamil Nadu Voter List Slashed by Over 97
Lakh Names Afte

Tamil Nadu has seen a dra-
matic reshaping of its elector-
al roll, with more than 97 lakh
(9.7 million) names removed
from the voter list following
the first phase of a comprehen-
sive revision exercise ahead of
the 2026 Assembly elections.
The scale of the deletions,
amounting to about 15% of the
state’s registered voters, has
triggered widespread discus-
sion among political parties,
election experts and the public
alike.

The exercise in question —
known as the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls — was conducted to up-
date the voter list and remove
entries that no longer reflect
the current electorate. State
authorities released the draft
revised roll after the enumera-
tion phase of the SIR conclud-
ed, showing that the total num-
ber of eligible voters has been
reduced from approximately
6.41 crore (64.1 million) to
about 5.43 crore (54.3 million).
This represents a significant
demographic shift in the
state’s electoral landscape.

Officials said that the dele-
tions were carried out after
door to door verification and
detailed checks of individual
records. The largest categories
of removed names included
those of people who had moved
out of the state, deceased indi-
viduals, and duplicates where
the same person was regis-
tered more than once in differ-
ent locations. A smaller num-
ber of names were removed for
other reasons, such as untrace-
ability during the verification

-

process.
In the state capital of Chen-
nai, the impact was particu-
larly striking, with around 14
lakh names dropped from the
list. In some assembly constit-
uencies, more than one third
of previously registered voters
were omitted in the draft roll,
underscoring the uneven ef-
fects of the revision across dif-
ferent urban and rural areas.
Political reactions to the de-
letions have been mixed and,
in many cases, intense. Opposi-
tion parties have criticised the
process, claiming that the
large scale removal of voters
could affect electoral outcomes
and potentially disenfranchise
eligible citizens. They have
called for transparency in the
criteria used and for assuranc-
es that genuine voters have not
been unfairly excluded.
Supporters of the SIR, in-
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cluding some political figures,
argue that a clean and accurate
voter list is essential for credi-
ble elections. They say that re-
moving outdated entries, such
as those of deceased or relo-
cated voters, helps uphold the
integrity of the democratic
process. These advocates em-
phasise that the revision is a
normal part of electoral ad-
ministration and is designed to
reflect real world changes in
population and residence.

The Election Commission
overseeing the process has
opened a claims and objec-
tions period, allowing voters
whose names were deleted to
check their status and submit
requests for reinstatement if
they believe they are eligible.
This window for appeals and
corrections is seen as a criti-
cal safeguard to ensure that
eligible electors are not per-

Exercise

manently disenfranchised due
to clerical errors or misunder-
standings during the
revision.

Experts note that while such
revisions are not unprecedent-
ed, the scale seen in Tamil
Nadu is noteworthy and reflec-
tive of broader efforts across
India to modernise and sani-
tise electoral records after dec-
ades without a comprehensive
update. The challenge now lies
in balancing the twin goals of
accuracy and inclusivity, en-
suring that the electoral roll is
both up to date and representa-
tive of all genuine voters.

As the state prepares for the
upcoming elections, the out-
come of this revision and its
handling — including how ef-
fectively eligible voters can re-
claim their entries — will re-
main a key focus of political
debate and public attention.

Indian Court Orders Removal of Deepfake Video Featuring
Prime Minister and Business Leader

A court in India has directed
amajor political party and sev-
eral of its senior leaders to re-
move a deepfake video from
social media, highlighting
growing concerns about the
misuse of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) in politics and pub-
lic communication.

The video in question falsely
depicted the country’s prime
minister and a prominent in-
dustrialist, creating a scenario
that never occurred. The plain-
tiffs argued that the manipu-
lated content contained defam-
atory statements and could
mislead the public, damaging
reputations and undermining
trust in political and corporate
institutions.

In its ruling, the Ahmedabad
civil court ordered the political
party and four of its leaders to
take down the video within 48
hours. The court also issued
notices to the defendants to ap-
pear at the next hearing sched-
uled for later this month. To
ensure compliance, the court
instructed social media plat-
forms and other intermediar-
ies to remove the content if it
was not taken down by the de-
fendants within the stipulated
timeframe.

The legal action follows a
civil defamation suit filed by
the corporate entity associated
with the industrialist, alleging
that the deepfake contained
false accusations related to
corruption, misuse of influ-
ence, and other defamatory
claims. The plaintiffs demand-
ed not only the immediate re-
moval of the video but also a
restraining order preventing
the party from posting similar
manipulated content in the
future.

Experts in law and digital
media say the case under-
scores the challenges emerg-

ing from the rapid adoption of
Al-generated media. Deep-
fakes—synthetic videos in
which a person’s likeness or
voice is digitally manipulat-
ed—have become a global con-
cern, especially when deployed
for political purposes or to
spread false information. Such
content can distort public per-
ception, erode trust, and blur
the lines between fact and
fabrication.

Supporters of stricter regu-
lation argue that court inter-
ventions are essential to deter
the misuse of Al technologies
in political campaigns, protect-

ing individuals and institu-
tions from reputational harm.
Critics, however, within the
political party have claimed
that the ruling may infringe on
free speech and political ex-
pression, calling for clearer le-
gal guidelines on what consti-
tutes defamatory Al-generated
content.

The case also emphasizes
the growing responsibility of
social media platforms and in-
termediaries to monitor and
remove content that could
cause harm, even when posted
by influential political actors.
Analysts note that the outcome
of this case could set impor-
tant precedents in India and
beyond, shaping legal and reg-
ulatory frameworks for Al-gen-
erated media in democratic
societies.

As technology advances, cas-
es like this one illustrate the
urgent need to balance free ex-
pression with accountability,
ensuring that emerging digital
tools are not exploited to mis-
lead citizens or manipulate po-
litical discourse. The upcom-
ing hearing will be closely
watched by legal experts, poli-
cymakers, and technology eth-
ics advocates worldwide.

Court Upholds Conviction of Maharashtra Minister
Over Housing Scheme Fraud
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A sessions court in Nashik
has upheld the conviction of a
senior Maharashtra politician
in a decades-old housing fraud
case, concluding that multiple
pieces of evidence clearly
proved deliberate misrepre-
sentation. The ruling carries
significant political and legal
consequences, including po-
tential imprisonment and dis-
qualification from the state
legislature.

The case dates back to the
late 1980s and early 1990s,
when a government housing
scheme reserved quota flats for
economically weaker sections
(EWS) of society. To qualify;, ap-
plicants were required to dem-
onstrate limited annual in-
come and lack of property
ownership. The politician in-
volved, along with his brother,
applied for four such flats in a
well-known residential com-
plex in Nashik, claiming eligi-
bility based on poverty and
landlessness.

A key piece of evidence was
a gun licence application sub-
mitted by the politician, which
indicated that he employed be-
tween 40 and 50 labourers and

paid wages well above the
threshold for EWS eligibility.
The court found this contradic-
tion crucial in disproving the
claim of economic hardship.

Further investigations re-
vealed that the family owned
approximately 25 acres of agri-
cultural land and were mem-
bers of a cooperative sugar fac-
tory, generating substantial
income from agricultural ac-
tivities. These findings direct-
ly undermined assertions of
landlessness and financial
deprivation.

The most damning evidence
was the set of affidavits and in-
come certificates filed to sup-
port the housing applications.
The court determined that
these documents were not
merely erroneous but deliber-
ately falsified to mislead au-
thorities and secure govern-
ment property meant for
genuine beneficiaries.

On this basis, the sessions
court upheld the original con-
viction and two-year prison
sentence for fraud, forgery, and
cheating. The ruling also left

open the possibility of further
legal consequences, including
enforcement of the sentence
and potential disqualification
from public office under elec-
toral law, which bars legisla-
tors convicted and sentenced
to more than two years.

The politician has appealed
to a higher court seeking relief
from the conviction and sen-
tence, and the matter is cur-
rently pending. Meanwhile,
political fallout continues,
with opposition leaders and
civic groups calling for ac-
countability and stronger safe-
guards against misuse of pub-
lic welfare schemes.

The case underscores the
long-term implications of his-
torical legal actions on con-
temporary political careers. It
also highlights broader con-
cerns about transparency and
integrity in public life, particu-
larly in the administration of
welfare programs designed to
benefit vulnerable communi-
ties. Observers say it serves as
a reminder of the need for ro-
bust verification processes and
vigilant oversight to prevent
abuse of government schemes.
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Indian Leader Urges Calm Amid Bangladesh
Unrest, Citing Former Prime Minister’s Wisdom

A senior Indian parlia-
mentarian has expressed
concern over the ongoing
violent protests in Bangla-
desh, calling for peace and
stability while invoking the
wisdom of a former Indian
prime minister. His remarks
come amid escalating un-
rest in Bangladesh follow-
ing the death of a youth
leader, which has sparked
widespread demonstra-
tions, clashes with authori-
ties, and attacks on media
offices.

The politician, a senior
member of India’s opposi-
tion party and former diplo-
mat, described the intensity
of the unrest as deeply con-
cerning. He said that the
violence hindered efforts to
support ordinary Bangla-
deshi citizens and compli-
cated diplomatic engage-
ment at a critical time.
Drawing on a phrase popu-
larised by the late former
prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, he emphasised
that geography cannot be
changed, highlighting that
India and Bangladesh are
bound by proximity and
shared history.

In his statement, he urged
calm, appealing to both the

Bangladeshi government
and citizens to seek peaceful
resolutions to the crisis. He
stressed that cooperation
and dialogue are essential,
particularly given the inter-
twined social, economic,
and cultural ties between
the two nations. He also not-
ed that India was closely
monitoring developments
and needed to navigate the
situation carefully to pro-
tect diplomatic and human
interests.

The unrest in Bangladesh
was triggered by the shoot-
ing and subsequent death of
a young political activist
and student leader, who had
become a prominent voice
in recent demonstrations.
Following his death, large-
scale protests erupted
across Dhaka and other ma-
jor cities. The demonstra-
tions turned violent in sev-
eral areas, with mobs
attacking media offices,
blocking roads, and clash-
ing with law enforcement.
Some protesters expressed
anti-India sentiment, add-
ing a regional dimension to
the crisis.

By referencing Vajpayee’s
famous remark, the Indian
leader stressed that shared

geography and historical
ties require both nations to
maintain cooperation even
in times of political tension.
He expressed hope that the
unrest would subside and
that the countries could fo-
cus on constructive engage-
ment, dialogue, and
strengthening bilateral
relations.

Political analysts say the
remarks underscore a larg-
er debate in India about bal-
ancing concern for demo-
cratic values and human
rights in neighboring coun-
tries with respect for sover-
eignty and non-interference.
The emphasis on geography
and shared history reflects
India’s strategic interest in
maintaining stability and
positive relations with
Bangladesh, particularly as
the nation navigates domes-
tic unrest and political
upheaval.

Observers note that con-
tinued diplomatic attention
and cautious engagement
could help reduce tensions,
while also reinforcing the
importance of dialogue, law
and order, and respect for
human rights as founda-
tions for long-term regional
stability.

Maharashtra Town Shaken After Woman Gang
Raped After Mistakenly Entering Hotel Room
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A disturbing case of sexu-
al violence has shocked resi-
dents of Chhatrapati Samb-
haji Nagar in Maharashtra
after a woman was gang
raped by three men follow-
ing a mistaken entry into
their hotel room. The inci-
dent has renewed urgent
concerns about women’s
safety and the prevalence of
gender based violence in
India.

According to police re-
ports, the 30 year old victim,
who works at a private hos-
pital, had gone to a hotel
near the town’s railway sta-
tion to collect money from a
friend. Her friend had
booked a room for their
meeting, but due to a misun-
derstanding, she returned
and mistakenly knocked on
the door of a different room.
Unbeknownst to her, three
men in that room were
drinking alcohol and en-
gaged in a private
gathering.

When the woman asked
about her friend, the men
initially denied knowing
him. One of the accused
then lured her inside the
room, shutting the door
from the inside. Once inside,
the trio forcibly gave her al-

cohol in an apparent at-
tempt to weaken her resist-
ance. They then assaulted
her repeatedly throughout
the night.

The assault lasted several
hours. In the early morning,
the victim managed to break
free from their confinement
as the men slept and ran out
of the room. She immedi-
ately reached the nearby po-
lice station to report the
crime. Shocked by the de-
tails of her account and the
evidence she provided, offic-
ers took swift action.

Police quickly reviewed
hotel security footage and
began tracking the suspects.
Within about three hours,
authorities located and ar-
rested the three men be-
lieved to be responsible.
They have been taken into
custody as investigations
continue under relevant
criminal laws related to sex-
ual assault and related
offences.

The names of the accused
have been released by law
enforcement, and they have
been identified as local resi-
dents engaged in casual
work. Authorities say the
case will be thoroughly
prosecuted, and victims’

rights and dignity will be
prioritised throughout the
legal process.

The incident has prompt-
ed outrage among local resi-
dents and activists, who say
it highlights ongoing fail-
ures in protecting women
from violence. Many have
called for stronger systems
of accountability, better se-
curity in public spaces, and
more comprehensive sup-
port for survivors of sexual
assault.

Community leaders have
also urged caution against
victim blaming and stressed
the importance of compas-
sion and justice for survi-
vors. They noted that this
case is not isolated, but part
of a broader pattern of vio-
lence against women that
authorities and society need
to address urgently.

The police have appealed
to anyone with additional
information or video foot-
age to come forward to as-
sist with the investigation.
Meanwhile, civil society
groups are mobilising to
support the victim and to
press for broader reforms to
improve safety and justice
for women across the
region.
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In a significant development in
global tech and regulatory news, Tik-
Tok’s Chinese parent company,
ByteDance, has signed binding agree-
ments with U.S. and international in-
vestors to restructure the social me-
dia platform’s American operations
— amove designed to avert a nation-
wide ban that has loomed over the
company for years.

The new deal will see the formation
of aU.S.-based joint venture in which
American and global investors hold
the majority stake, effectively reduc-
ing ByteDance’s share to under 20%
of the U.S. business.

The joint venture, set to be called
TikTok USDS Joint Venture LLC, will
be led by a consortium of investors
including Oracle, Silver Lake, and
Abu Dhabi-based MGX. Each will
hold roughly 15% of the new entity,
while affiliates of existing ByteDance
investors will control approximately
30%, and ByteDance will retain a
19.9% minority stake.

The deal, valued at around $14 bil-
lion, is expected to close by January
22, 2026 — just ahead of deadlines im-
posed by U.S. legislation requiring
foreign-controlled apps to divest or
face prohibition.

This arrangement comes after
years of escalating tension between
the world’s two largest economies
over technology and data security.
TikTok — one of the world’s most

popular social video platforms with
more than 170 million users in the
United States — had been targeted
under a U.S. law that empowers au-
thorities to ban apps deemed influ-
enced by foreign adversaries unless
their ownership meets certain
criteria.

Under the new structure, the joint
venture will be governed by a major-
ity-American board of directors, with
responsibility for overseeing U.S.
user data protection, algorithm secu-
rity, content moderation, and soft-
ware assurance transferred to this
entity. Oracle, in particular, is expect-
ed to play a key role in securing and
managing U.S. user data through its
cloud infrastructure.

U.S. political leaders and tech
watchers have offered varied reac-
tions. Supporters view the deal as a
pragmatic solution that safeguards
national security while preserving
consumer access to a global platform.
Critics, however, have raised con-
cerns about regulatory influence and
the concentration of digital media
power within a small group of high-
profile investors.

For TikTok’s vast creator and ad-
vertising ecosystem, the agreement
provides continuity and stability, at
least in the short term, ensuring the
platform remains accessible and op-
erational for Americans while new
governance structures take shape.

Bangladesh Erupts in Turmoil Following
Death of Youth Leader, Raising Concerns
About Stability

Bangladesh is witnessing wide-
spread unrest and violent protests fol-
lowing the death of Sharif Osman
Hadi, a prominent youth leader whose
shooting has reignited political ten-
sions across the country. The turmoil
has engulfed major cities, particularly
Dhaka, with demonstrations, attacks
on key institutions, and increasing
concerns about public safety and dem-
ocratic stability.

Hadi, 32, was a well-known spokes-
person for a youth-driven organisa-
tion that played a central role in na-
tionwide protests last year. He was
shot in the head by assailants on a mo-
torcycle and critically injured. After
initial treatment in a local hospital, he
was transferred abroad for advanced
medical care, but authorities later
confirmed his death.

News of his death triggered imme-
diate and large-scale protests. In Dha-
ka, crowds gathered at major intersec-
tions and neighbourhoods, chanting
slogans demanding justice. Some dem-
onstrators called for sweeping politi-
cal reforms and voiced dissatisfaction
with the interim administration’s
handling of Hadi’s killing and the
broader political situation.

Violence quickly escalated. Mobs at-
tacked and set fire to the headquarters
of two leading national newspapers,
halting their operations for the first
time in decades. Journalists and staff
were forced to evacuate as flames and
smoke spread through the buildings,
highlighting serious threats to press
freedom and media safety.

Beyond media offices, protesters
vandalised other symbolic locations,
including cultural centres and politi-
cal sites. Major roads were blocked,
and clashes between demonstrators

and law enforcement occurred across
multiple districts. Some protest
groups also expressed anti-foreign
sentiment, reflecting broader regional
tensions.

The interim government, led by No-
bel laureate Muhammad Yunus since
the previous administration stepped
down, urged citizens to reject mob vio-
lence and maintain peace. Officials
condemned acts of arson, intimida-
tion, and property destruction, pledg-
ing accountability for perpetrators.
Authorities also appealed for calm
ahead of Hadi’s funeral and national
mourning events.

Security forces have been deployed
across Dhaka and other affected re-
gions to prevent further unrest. The
capital remains on high alert in antici-
pation of large gatherings for funeral
prayers, and citizens have been urged
to exercise caution.

Analysts note that the unrest high-
lights deeper fractures in Bangla-
desh’s political landscape, including
partisan rivalries, generational di-
vides, and public frustration over gov-
ernance and freedom of expression.
While the protests were sparked by
grief over Hadi’s death, they have
tapped into broader dissatisfaction
with the pace of democratic reforms
and political transparency.

International observers are closely
monitoring the situation, warning
that continued violence could further
destabilise the nation and impact re-
gional relations. For Bangladesh, the
coming days will be crucial in deter-
mining whether momentum shifts to-
ward peaceful dialogue or escalates
into a broader crisis, with implica-
tions for governance, civil rights, and
public safety.
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TikTok Strikes Landmark Deattoavert  HHGAVY Rains and Flooding Sweep Desert Nation of

US Ban, Reshaping Social Media Future

UAL, Highlighting Climate Vulnerabilities

The United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), a country bet-
ter known for its sun
baked deserts and tower-
ing skylines, has been hit
by unusually heavy rain-
fall and flooding, disrupt-
ing daily life, halting
flights and underscoring
growing concerns about
extreme weather in arid
regions.

In recent days, sudden
and intense downpours
drenched major urban
centres including Dubali,
Abu Dhabi and Sharjah,
producing flash floods that
overwhelmed roads, inun-
dated low lying areas and
forced authorities to issue
safety warnings. Trans-
portation was severely af-
fected as dozens of flights
were cancelled or delayed
and motorists struggled
through submerged
streets. In some areas,
floodwaters reached levels
that made normal travel

impossible, prompting of-
ficials to urge residents to
stay indoors unless travel
was essential.

While rainfall is not un-
heard of in the winter
months across the Gulf re-
gion, the volume and in-
tensity of the recent show-
ers have been exceptional
— far beyond the typical
light drizzles this region
usually receives. Built for
dry conditions, much of
the nation’s infrastruc-
ture, including drainage
systems and urban plan-
ning, was not designed to
accommodate sudden tor-
rents of rain, making even
moderate storms capable
of causing significant
flooding and disruption.

Experts point to a com-
bination of atmospheric
conditions that brought
moisture into the desert
skies, creating powerful
thunderstorm systems.
These systems developed
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when warm, moist air
from surrounding bodies
of water met cooler air
aloft, triggering condensa-
tion and the rapid forma-
tion of storm clouds. In
recent years, such events
have become more fre-
quent and intense, a trend
climate scientists link to
broader patterns of global
warming and climate
change. Rising tempera-
tures increase evapora-
tion and the amount of
moisture in the air, which
can fuel heavier rainfall
when storms do form.
This phenomenon is not
entirely new for the region
but has escalated in sever-
ity. A severe storm in April
2024 brought the heaviest
rainfall recorded in dec-
ades, soaking desert cities
with amounts that would
normally fall over many
months in just a few hours.
That event overwhelmed
drainage networks, flood-

ed highways and even
halted operations at key
transportation hubs, high-
lighting the vulnerability
of desert metropolises to
anomalous weather.

The recent downpours
have also produced unu-
sual scenes in parts of the
UAE’s mountainous east-
ern regions, where heavy
rain caused rockfalls and
temporary waterfalls
along slopes rarely
touched by water. These
dramatic effects have pro-
vided stark visuals of how
sudden rainfall can trans-
form landscapes that are
overwhelmingly arid for
most of the year.

Authorities have re-
sponded with a range of
emergency measures, in-
cluding weather alerts,
traffic advisories and de-
ployment of specialised
response teams to assist
in flood prone areas. Resi-
dents and visitors have
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been urged to monitor
conditions closely and
avoid travel through in-
undated zones.

The events have reig-
nited discussion about
the need for climate resil-
ient infrastructure in
rapidly growing cities.
Urban planners and engi-
neers are increasingly fo-
cused on redesigning
drainage systems, incor-
porating flood manage-
ment strategies and en-
hancing early warning
systems to better cope
with irregular but power-
ful weather events.

For a nation whose de-
velopment has long em-
phasised rapid growth
and modernisation, the
recent rains offer a sober
reminder that even desert
landscapes are not im-
mune to the impacts of a
changing climate — and
that adaptation may be as
critical as progress.

Bangladesh Government Issues Apology to Journalists

Following Atta

The government of
Bangladesh has formally
apologised to journalists
and media organisations
after a series of violent at-
tacks on news offices high-
lighted growing concerns
about press freedom and
political tensions in the
country. The rare public
apology came as authori-
ties faced criticism for
their delayed response
during incidents in which
journalists and media in-
frastructure were
targeted.

In the past week, unrest
triggered by the death of a
prominent activist esca-
lated into widespread pro-
tests and mob violence,
during which crowds
stormed and set fire to the
offices of two of the na-
tion’s leading newspapers.
Flames and smoke en-
gulfed parts of the build-
ings, forcing journalists to
take shelter and, in some
cases, be evacuated by se-
curity personnel. Printing
presses were brought to a
halt, marking an unprece-
dented disruption to the
publication of the affected
newspapers.

Senior government offi-
cials expressed deep regret
over the trauma and dan-
ger faced by journalists
and media staff. Officials
described the attacks as
unacceptable and ac-
knowledged that delays in
providing protection con-
stituted a failure of the
state’s responsibility. The
apology emphasised that
safeguarding freedom of
expression and the safety
of media workers must re-
main a top priority.
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Authorities also con-
demned the broader cli-
mate of mob violence that
has spread across parts of
the capital, urging citizens
to reject chaos and main-
tain law and order. Gov-
ernment representatives
reaffirmed that attacks on
journalists undermine
democratic values and
pledged full investigations
and swift justice for those
responsible for the de-
struction of property and
threats to personal safety.

The apology has drawn
mixed reactions from
journalists and advocacy
groups. Many welcomed
the acknowledgement of
their plight but stressed

that words must be accom-
panied by concrete action
to prevent future violence.
Press freedom advocates
point to a concerning
trend in recent years,
where intimidation, legal
pressure, and physical as-
saults against reporters
have increased, often with-
out accountability. They
argue that systemic re-
forms are necessary to en-
sure journalists can per-
form their work without
fear of retribution.
Observers note that the
unrest is rooted in ongo-
ing political tensions and
societal divisions, with
protests becoming in-
creasingly volatile. The at-
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tacks on media offices
have raised alarms both
domestically and interna-
tionally, drawing attention
to the vulnerability of
journalists operating in
politically charged
environments.

Government leaders
have emphasised that pro-
tecting journalists is es-
sential to national stabili-
ty, the rule of law, and
public trust in informa-
tion. While the apology
signals recognition of the
problem, questions remain
about whether it will lead
to lasting change in the
treatment of journalists
and media organisations
in Bangladesh.

The events serve as a
stark reminder of the chal-
lenges faced by press insti-
tutions in regions experi-
encing political instability.
Analysts suggest that long-
term solutions will require
stronger legal safeguards,
more responsive law en-
forcement, and continued
advocacy for the rights of
journalists. Until such
measures are implement-
ed, media professionals in
Bangladesh remain at risk
during periods of civil un-
rest, making the protec-
tion of their safety and in-
dependence a critical issue
for both national and in-
ternational observers.
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Indian Markets Poised for Tepid Start as
Global Risks Weigh on Sentiment

Mumbai — Indian eq-
uity markets were set
for a muted start on
Thursday, with the GIFT
Nifty — an early indica-
tor of domestic market
direction — signalling a
largely flat opening
amid weak global cues.
The subdued outlook
comes as Asian and U.S.
markets struggled in re-
cent sessions, tempering
investor risk appetite
and prompting caution
among domestic partici-
pants ahead of key eco-
nomic data and corpo-
rate earnings.

At pre market levels,
the GIFT Nifty was trad-
ing modestly lower, indi-
cating a flat to slightly
negative opening for
benchmark indices such
as the Nifty 50 and BSE
Sensex. Market partici-
pants cited a sharp sell
off in U.S. technology
stocks overnight and
mixed Asian market per-
formance as the primary
drivers of the subdued
risk sentiment.

Global equities have
recently grappled with
profit taking after a pe-

riod of strong gains,
while rising long term
bond yields have weighed
on valuations in rate sen-
sitive sectors. Asian mar-
kets closed mixed, with
some indexes marginally
positive but unable to
generate strong upside
momentum — a trend
that has filtered through
to Indian market
expectations.

Domestic investor in-
terest remained cau-
tious, with both foreign

institutional investors
(FIIs) and domestic insti-
tutions tracking global
flows closely. Continued
volatility in currency
markets and crude oil
prices has added to the
risk environment, with
the rupee’s performance
and energy price shifts
influencing trading
strategies.

Despite the temperate
outlook at the open, ana-
lysts emphasise that un-
derlying fundamentals
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remain constructive for
selective sectors. Banking
and financial stocks, in
particular, showed rela-
tive resilience in early
trade, buoyed by steady
credit growth and improv-
ing asset quality trends.
Meanwhile, defensive sec-
tors such as consumer sta-
ples and IT have attracted
interest on expectations
of stable earnings amid
macroeconomic
uncertainties.

Broader market

breadth was mixed, with
alarger number of stocks
declining than advancing
in early sessions. Mid cap
and small cap segments
were under pressure as
traders remained wary of
potential market correc-
tions following recent
volatility.

Looking ahead, traders
will monitor key domes-
tic triggers including
quarterly corporate re-
sults, central bank guid-
ance on interest rates,

and macroeconomic data
releases for fresh direc-
tion. On the global front,
U.S. Federal Reserve com-
mentary and economic
indicators remain in fo-
cus, as they have the po-
tential to reshape inves-
tor sentiment and capital
flows into emerging mar-
kets such as India.

This report reflects mar-
ket developments as of the
latest trading sessions and
investor indications at the
time of publication.

Indian Rupee Faces Pressure After RBl Rate Cut, But
Imported Inflation Expected to Remain Contained
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rupee came under re-
newed depreciation
pressure following the
Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) recent monetary
policy decisions. Ram
Singh, external member
of the RBI’'s Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC), highlighted that

Mumbai— The Indian

exert some weakness on
the currency, the risk of
imported inflation is
likely to remain con-
tained due to favorable
global price conditions.
Singh pointed out that
the local currency’s real
effective exchange rate
has declined in recent

while the rate cut may months, influenced part-
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ly by outflows from for-
eign portfolio investors
amid global financial
uncertainties. Reduced
demand for Indian equi-
ties, along with volatili-
ty in global markets, has
contributed to the down-
ward pressure on the ru-
pee. Despite these chal-

lenges, India’s
macroeconomic funda-
mentals remain robust,
supported by strong for-
eign exchange reserves,
amanageable fiscal defi-
cit, and healthy corpo-
rate and banking bal-
ance sheets, which
should help stabilize the
currency.

The RBI recently re-
duced the repo rate by 25
basis points to 5.25 per-
cent, continuing its
monetary easing cycle
in 2025. The central
bank cited a benign in-
flation outlook and resil-
ient economic growth as
key reasons for the cut,
allowing borrowing
costs to ease and support
domestic demand. Sub-
dued inflation readings
provided the MPC room
to reduce rates without
triggering additional
price pressures.

Singh emphasized
that even with short-
term currency pres-

sures, imported infla-
tion — which could
result from a weaker ru-
pee making foreign
goods more expensive
— is expected to be lim-
ited. He attributed this
to lower global oil and
commodity prices,
which reduce the cost of
imports and cushion po-
tential inflationary im-
pacts on the domestic
economy. This suggests
that a further deprecia-
tion of the rupee may
not significantly affect
consumer prices in
India.

Market analysts note
that the rupee has expe-
rienced volatility due to
global trade dynamics
and capital flow move-
ments. The RBI has ac-
tively intervened in cur-
rency markets,
including through spot
and forward operations,
to limit excessive fluc-
tuations and provide sta-
bility. However, traders

remain cautious, moni-
toring international
commodity prices and
geopolitical develop-
ments that could influ-
ence currency trends.

Looking ahead, the
RBI is expected to bal-
ance its growth-support-
ive monetary stance
with careful monitoring
of exchange rate devel-
opments. While its pri-
mary focus remains on
sustaining economic
growth, the central bank
continues to recognize
the importance of man-
aging external sector
risks. With inflation pro-
jected to remain within
target ranges, policy-
makers appear confident
that imported inflation
pressures will remain
subdued, even amid cur-
rency volatility.

This report reflects the
latest RBI MPC insights
and expert analysis on
the rupee and inflation
outlook.

RBI Approves Paytm Subsidiary as Payment Aggregator
for Offline and Cross-Border Transactions

Mumbai — The Re-
serve Bank of India
(RBI) has granted Pay-
tm Payments Services
Limited (PPSL), a whol-
ly owned subsidiary of
Paytm, regulatory ap-
proval to operate as a
payment aggregator for
offline and cross-border
transactions. This au-
thorisation expands PP-
SL’s operational scope
beyond its existing li-
cence for online pay-
ment aggregation, ena-
bling the company to
serve a broader range
of merchants and pay-
ment scenarios.

The approval, issued
on December 17, 2025,
allows PPSL to offer
payment aggregation
services at physical
points of sale as well as
handle international
payment flows. This
means merchants can
now accept digital pay-
ments from customers
both in-store and for
cross-border transac-
tions, consolidating
multiple payment chan-
nels under one plat-
form. The move is a sig-
nificant step in
strengthening Paytm’s
payments ecosystem
and enhancing its com-

petitiveness in the do-
mestic and global
markets.

This expanded 1i-
cence follows RBI’s ear-
lier approval for PPSL
to operate as an online
payment aggregator in
late November 2025, un-
der the Payment and
Settlement Systems
Act, 2007. With the ad-
ditional offline and
cross-border authorisa-
tions, PPSL can provide
end-to-end payment so-
lutions to merchants of
all sizes, from small and
medium enterprises to
large businesses, align-
ing with the growing
demand for seamless
digital payments across
India.

Industry analysts
view the regulatory
clearance as a boost for
Paytm’s business strat-
egy, particularly as
competition intensifies
in India’s fintech sector.
By securing a full suite
of payment aggregator
licences, PPSL is posi-
tioned to compete more
effectively with other
fintech players that al-
ready operate across
both online and offline
channels. For mer-
chants, the approval

enables the consolida-
tion of multiple pay-
ment acceptance solu-
tions under a single
platform, simplifying
reconciliation process-
es and reducing reli-
ance on multiple ser-
vice providers.

Paytm initially ap-
plied for the payment
aggregator licence in
late 2020, but the appli-

-

cation faced regulatory
scrutiny and was reject-
ed in 2022 due to compli-
ance requirements. Af-
ter addressing the
issues and resubmit-
ting, PPSL has now se-
cured the broader au-
thorisations, marking a
notable regulatory
milestone.

The expanded licence
is expected to help Pay-

tm deepen its presence
in India’s merchant
payments market, par-
ticularly among small
and medium enterpris-
es that rely on offline
solutions. It also
strengthens the compa-
ny’s ability to facilitate
cross-border commer-
cial transactions, inte-
grating Indian mer-
chants more closely

with global trade.
Overall, the RBI’s ap-
proval reinforces Pay-
tm’s role in advancing
India’s digital payment
infrastructure and posi-
tions PPSL as a key
player in enabling both
domestic and interna-
tional payment solu-
tions for merchants
across the country.
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India Sees Highest Foreign
Inflows in Eight Months as
Global Risk Appetite Improves

Mumbai — India has re-
corded a significant rise in
foreign capital inflows, mark-
ing the strongest level in eight
months, according to recent
data from Elara Capital. The
surge comes amid improving
global risk appetite, as inves-
tors increase allocations to
equities, emerging markets,
and commodities following a
period of cautious sentiment.

In the most recent week,
foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) infused around $650
million into Indian assets,
representing the highest
weekly inflows since early
2025. This marked reversal of
several weeks of muted for-
eign participation highlights
renewed confidence among
global investors in India’s
macroeconomic stability and
market prospects. Analysts
attribute the inflows to a com-
bination of stabilising mar-
kets and an improved risk re-
turn outlook for emerging
economies.

The return of foreign capi-
tal is considered a positive
signal for Indian financial
markets, especially after
months of volatility caused
by global uncertainties, in-
cluding shifts in monetary
policies, trade tensions, and
geopolitical developments.
Emerging markets such as In-
dia have benefited as global
investors rotate funds into
growth-oriented assets, seek-
ing higher returns relative to
developed markets where
yields have remained rela-
tively low.

Despite this surge, experts
caution that foreign partici-
pation remains sensitive to
global developments such as
U.S. interest rate policies, in-
flation trends, and overall
economic conditions in major

economies. Nevertheless, In-
dia’s strong economic funda-
mentals—including steady
GDP growth, resilient corpo-
rate earnings, and ongoing
structural reforms—continue
to make the country an attrac-
tive destination for interna-
tional capital.

Domestic equity markets
responded positively to the
increased foreign inflows,
with higher trading volumes
and improved market senti-
ment. Large-cap and cyclical
stocks were among the key
beneficiaries, although some
sectors continued to experi-
ence volatility. Investors are
also keeping an eye on up-
coming corporate earnings
and macroeconomic data,
which could further shape
capital flows and market
valuations.

Looking ahead, sustained
foreign investment may de-
pend on India’s comparative
growth prospects and the
global monetary policy envi-
ronment. With inflation mod-
erating and economic growth
projections remaining ro-
bust, India is well-positioned
to continue attracting foreign
capital if global risk senti-
ment remains supportive.
Analysts, however, stress the
importance of monitoring ex-
ternal triggers such as geopo-
litical tensions, commodity
price movements, and chang-
es in investor risk appetite,
which could impact future
inflows.

The latest trends indicate
that India is regaining its po-
sition as a preferred destina-
tion for foreign investors, re-
flecting confidence in the
country’s growth trajectory
and financial stability, even
amid a complex global invest-
ment landscape.

Positive Signals for Indian IT Sector After
Accenture’s Strong Quarterly Results

Mumbai — India’s infor-
mation technology (IT) sec-
tor received a boost following
a strong quarterly perfor-
mance by global IT services
leader Accenture, providing
encouraging signals for do-
mestic IT companies as they
enter the new earnings sea-
son. Accenture’s results
point to steady demand and
broad client interest in digi-
tal transformation, particu-
larly in managed services
and financial services
segments.

The company reported rev-
enue growth near the higher
end of its guidance for the
quarter ending November
2025, with a significant rise
in order bookings. Accenture
saw approximately a 10 per-
cent increase in new orders,
driven primarily by man-
aged services — an area
where Indian IT firms such
as Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), Infosys, and HCL
Technologies have substan-
tial expertise. The strong
performance highlights con-
tinued global corporate in-
vestment in technology mod-
ernization and long-term
outsourcing contracts.

Analysts noted that the fi-
nancial services vertical —a
key revenue contributor for
both Accenture and Indian
IT companies —remained re-
silient, supporting optimism
about near-term demand.
The increase in bookings re-
flects client preference for
large-scale digital transfor-
mation projects that often
translate into multi-year en-
gagements, providing a
steady pipeline of work for
service providers. With In-
dian IT firms heavily ex-
posed to similar client seg-
ments, the positive results at
Accenture have lifted senti-
ment across the sector.

The encouraging outlook

comes amid broader market
focus on artificial intelli-
gence (AI) adoption and
cloud transformation servic-
es. While some industry
watchers have expressed
concerns about potential de-
flationary effects of AI on
traditional service revenue,
Accenture highlighted grow-
ing integration of advanced
Al into client projects. This
suggests opportunities for
deeper technology-led servic-
es rather than a decline in
demand, further boosting
confidence in India’s IT ex-
port prospects.

Indian IT stocks responded
favorably to the news, with
benchmark IT indices show-
ing gains as investors
weighed sector prospects.
Companies such as TCS, In-
fosys, and HCL Tech saw in-
creased trading interest,
with Accenture’s perfor-
mance serving as a proxy for
global demand trends that
often shape the outlook for
Indian IT exports.

Despite the positive mo-
mentum, analysts urge cau-
tion, pointing out that dis-
cretionary spending remains
relatively stable and execu-
tion challenges persist in
parts of the sector. The up-
coming quarterly results of
Indian IT companies will be
closely watched to deter-
mine how much of Accen-
ture’s strong performance
translates into sustained
growth for local providers.

Overall, Accenture’s
strong quarterly perfor-
mance provides timely posi-
tive signals for the Indian IT
services industry, reinforc-
ing expectations of stable de-
mand and highlighting
emerging opportunities as
global corporations continue
to advance their digital
transformation initiatives.
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When Artificial Intelligence Learns to Say“Slow

RedmiNote 155G: The
Mid-Range PhoneThat

Refuses to Act”“Mid”

Every year, a smartphone ar-
rives with a familiar mission:
offer more than expected and
charge less than feared. The up-
coming Redmi Note 15 5G ap-
pears ready to take on that role
with confidence, if early leaks
are anything to go by. In a mar-
ket crowded with capable
phones, this one seems deter-
mined to stand out by quietly
overdelivering.

Let’s start with the detail eve-
ryone secretly checks first —
the price. The Redmi Note 155G
is tipped to land comfortably
under the 25,000 mark in India,
with multiple storage options
designed to suit both cautious
buyers and digital hoarders.
For a phone in this range, the
expected combination of per-
formance and polish feels al-
most rebellious.

The display is shaping up to
be one of its strongest talking
points. A large curved
AMOLED screen with a smooth
120Hz refresh rate suggests
scrolling will feel buttery and
animations will glide rather
than stutter. Brightness levels
are said to be strong enough to
handle harsh daylight, mean-
ing the phone won’t flinch
when taken outdoors — a small
but meaningful victory in eve-
ryday use.

Under the hood, the Redmi
Note 155G is expected to run on
a modern Snapdragon chipset,
focusing less on raw numbers
and more on long-term smooth-
ness. The promise here isn’t
gaming bragging rights, but re-

REDMI Note 15

Faster. Stronger. Simply Better.

® 108:550

Coming Soon.

liable performance that doesn’t
fade after a year. It’s the kind of
power that quietly earns trust
rather than demanding
attention.

Battery life, too, seems de-
signed with patience in mind. A
large battery paired with fast
charging support could mean
fewer anxious glances at the
battery icon and shorter pit
stops near power sockets. It’s
the type of feature that doesn’t
excite at launch but becomes
invaluable over time.

Camera expectations are
equally ambitious. A high-reso-
lution primary sensor with sta-
bilisation hints at sharper pho-
tos and steadier videos, even in
less-than-perfect conditions.
While it may not replace a flag-
ship camera, it aims to make
everyday photography easier
— and that’s where most
phones actually live or die.

Design-wise, the Redmi Note
15 5G appears to be leaning to-
ward a cleaner, more premium
look, complete with durability
features that suggest it can sur-
vive accidental splashes and
dusty commutes. It’s a phone
built for real life, not just show-
room shelves.

If these leaks turn out to be
accurate, the Redmi Note 155G
won’t just be another addition
to the lineup. It could be a re-
minder that “mid-range” no
longer means middle-of-the-
road — and that sometimes, the
smartest phones are the ones
that don’t try too hard to
impress.

Vivo X200T: The Quiet Contender That
May Redefine ‘Premium Enough’

-
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In the fast-moving world of
smartphones, not every device
needs to scream for attention.
Some arrive quietly, confident
in what they bring to the table.
The rumoured Vivo X200T
seems to belong firmly in that
second category — a phone
that doesn’t chase headlines
but may end up winning
hearts.

Early leaks suggest Vivo is
aiming for balance rather than
excess. At the core of the X200T
is a powerful MediaTek chipset
designed to handle everything
from heavy multitasking to
long gaming sessions without
turning your phone into a
pocket heater. It’s the kind of
performance that doesn’t beg
for benchmarks but proves it-
self over time.

Vivo’s design language is ex-
pected to lean toward clean and
refined, borrowing cues from
its premium lineup. One inter-
esting detail that’s raising eye-
brows is the possible inclusion
of an ultrasonic in-display fin-
gerprint sensor — a feature
usually reserved for flagship
models. If true, it signals Vi-
vo’s intention to blur the line
between “upper mid-range”
and full premium.

Photography, a long-standing
strength for Vivo, may once
again take center stage. The
X200T is tipped to feature a tri-
ple-camera setup with high-
resolution sensors across the
board. Rather than chasing a
single oversized camera num-
ber, the focus appears to be ver-

satility — dependable main
shots, detailed portraits, and
consistent low-light perfor-
mance. It’s a camera system de-
signed for real-life moments,
not just spec-sheet battles.

Charging is another area
where the X200T could quietly
impress. With fast wired charg-
ing and support for wireless
charging also expected, the
phone may cater to users who
value convenience as much as
raw speed. Plug it in briefly,
and you’re likely good to go —a
small luxury that becomes ad-
dictive very quickly.

What really makes the X200T
interesting, though, is the long-
term vision being hinted at.
Extended software support is
said to be part of the plan,
meaning the phone could stay
relevant well beyond its launch
year. In an age of frequent up-
grades and short attention
spans, that kind of longevity
feels refreshingly responsible.

If the pricing lands where
many expect, the Vivo X200T
could find itself in a sweet spot
— offering premium features
without the premium price tag.
It may not chase extremes, but
it doesn’t need to. Sometimes,
the smartest phones are the
ones that simply get every-
thing right.

If the rumors hold true, the
Vivo X200T won’t just be anoth-
er option on the shelf. It could
be the phone that quietly con-
vinces users they don’t need to
spend more to get exactly what
they want.

Down’’: Inside the NewTeen-Safe Rules of Chabhot’s

Artificial Intelli-
gence has always been
praised for knowing
everything. But now,
it’s being taught some-
thing far more human
— restraint. In a sur-
prising shift, AI sys-
tems are no longer rac-
ing to answer every
question with encyclo-
pedic enthusiasm, es-
pecially when the user
might be a teenager. In-
stead, they’re being
trained to pause, re-
flect, and sometimes
gently say, “Let’s think
about this.”

This change marks a
quiet but significant
evolution in how chat-
bots behave. For years,
Al was built on a sim-
ple promise: be as help-
ful as possible. Today,
that promise comes
with an asterisk —
helpful, but not harm-
ful. When teens inter-
act with AI, the
technology is now ex-
pected to act less like a
supercharged search
engine and more like a
responsible adult in the
room.

So what’s different?
For starters, Al is being

guided to recognize
that teenagers are still
figuring things out —
emotionally, socially,
and mentally. Conver-
sations involving sensi-
tive topics such as men-
tal health, relationships,
risky behavior, or iden-
tity are now handled
with extra care. Instead
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of offering definitive
advice or encouraging
deep dependence, the
chatbot nudges teens
toward trusted adults,
friends, or offline sup-
port systems.

This doesn’t mean Al
has turned boring or
preachy. Rather, it’s
learning context. If a

teenager asks a heavy
question, the response
is designed to be calm,
supportive, and
grounded — without
pretending to replace
parents, teachers, or
counselors. The mes-
sage is subtle but firm:
Al can talk, but real life
matters more.

Behind this shift lies
a growing realization
across the tech world —
digital tools are no
longer neutral. What
they say, how they say
it, and who they say it
to can have real-world
consequences. Teenag-
ers, who already live
between pressure and

possibility, don’t need
an algorithm pushing
them toward extremes
or validating every im-
pulsive thought.

Interestingly, AI may
now assume a user is a
minor if age isn’t clear,
choosing caution over
confidence. It’s a “bet-
ter safe than sorry”
philosophy in a space
that once celebrated
limitless access.

Of course, not every-
one is thrilled. Some
worry this is censor-
ship dressed up as care.
Others see it as overdue
responsibility. Teenag-
ers themselves may roll
their eyes — until they
realize this AI won’t
egg them on during
late-night emotional
spirals or turn curiosi-
ty into chaos.

In the end, Al grow-
ing up alongside its us-
ers might be a good
thing. Because intelli-
gence without empathy
is just data. And in a
world where machines
talk back, learning
when not to speak
might be the smartest
upgrade yet.

This Holiday Season, Your PS5 Isn’t Asking
for a Break — It’s Asking for Accessories

Just when wallets were
hoping for mercy after a
long year, Sony has pressed
the “Holiday Sale” button —
and gamers across India felt
the controller vibrate. The
year-end PlayStation sale
has arrived like an unex-
pected power-up, promising
discounts that make it very
hard to stick to sensible
spending plans.

Before expectations run
wild, let’s clear the air: the
PS5 console itself remains
untouched, standing tall and
pricey like a final boss. But
everything around it — the
gear that makes gaming
smoother, louder, more im-
mersive, and slightly more
addictive — is suddenly
within reach.

The biggest winners this
festive season are control-
lers. The DualSense wireless
controller, known for turn-
ing simple button presses
into dramatic emotional ex-
periences, is now available
at a noticeably reduced
price. Whether you want a
spare for multiplayer chaos
or a new color just because it
looks cool, Sony seems to be
encouraging “one more con-

troller” thinking.

Then there’s virtual reali-
ty — the kind that makes
your living room disappear
and your family wonder why
you’re waving your arms at
nothing. The PlayStation
VR2 headset is seeing one of
its most generous price
drops yet, making immer-
sive gaming feel less like a
luxury experiment and more
like a holiday indulgence.
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Suddenly, stepping into vir-
tual worlds doesn’t feel like
stepping into debt.

Audio gear is also getting
festive treatment. Sony’s
gaming headsets and ear-
buds are trimmed down in
price, perfect for players
who want to hear enemy
footsteps clearly while pre-
tending they’re not ignoring
everyone else in the house.
And for gamers who like to
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wander, the PlayStation Por-
tal remote player joins the
party, letting gameplay trav-
el from the TV to wherever
the snacks are.

Of course, no sale is com-
plete without games — and
this one delivers. Popular
PS5 titles, including action
blockbusters and racing fa-
vorites, are discounted just
enough to make “I’ll buy it
later” sound irresponsible.
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Libraries are about to grow,
backlogs are about to ex-
pand, and New Year resolu-
tions about finishing old
games are already in
trouble.

The sale runs for a limited
time, which is exactly how
temptation likes it. It whis-
pers things like, “You earned
this,” and “It’s technically a
deal,” while quietly adding
items to your cart.

Xiaomi’s Rumoured 17 Ultra: APhone That May Finally End the Great Battery

There’s a familiar daily
ritual most smartphone us-
ers know too well: checking
the battery percentage like
it’s a life-support system. Xi-
aomi, it seems, wants to
break that habit. Leaks sur-
rounding the upcoming Xi-
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aomi 17 Ultra suggest the
company is preparing a
phone that doesn’t just sur-
vive the day — it dares the
day to outlast it.

At the heart of the excite-
ment is a rumoured massive
battery, reportedly larger

than anything Xiaomi has
packed into its Ultra lineup
before. If the whispers are
true, this phone could com-
fortably power through end-
less scrolling, binge-watch-
ing marathons, video calls,
gaming sessions, and still

have enough juice left to
mock your charger from
across the room. Battery
anxiety, meet your potential
nemesis.

But Xiaomi isn’t stopping
at endurance. Fast charging
— the modern miracle that
turns panic into patience —
is expected to be a key fea-
ture once again. With ultra-
fast wired charging tipped
to be on board, the 17 Ultra
could refill its giant battery
in the time it takes to make
a cup of coffee and question
your life choices. Wireless
charging support is also ex-
pected, ensuring conveni-
ence remains part of the
package.

Of course, power is noth-
ing without personality, and
the 17 Ultra seems ready to
dress the part. Leaked de-
tails hint at multiple colour
options, mixing safe classics
with bolder, more expres-
sive shades. It’s Xiaomi qui-
etly acknowledging that
smartphones aren’t just
tools anymore — they’re ac-
cessories, statements, and
sometimes even mood
indicators.

Beyond battery and col-
ours, expectations are sky-
high for what lies under the
hood. Xiaomi’s Ultra models
are known for pushing pre-
mium performance, and

this one is expected to con-
tinue that tradition. Wheth-
er it’s photography, process-
ing power, or display quality,
fans are already bracing for
a spec sheet that reads more
like a wishlist than a
compromise.

The timing of the expect-
ed China launch places the
17 Ultra at an interesting
crossroads — right when
consumers are rethinking
upgrades and making prom-
ises to themselves about the
“perfect next phone.” Xiao-
mi seems eager to tempt
them with something bold
rather than incremental.

Of course, until the com-
pany makes things official,
all of this remains in the
realm of leaks and educated
guesses. But Xiaomi has a
track record of turning am-
bitious rumours into very
real products — often at
prices that make competi-
tors nervous.

If even half of what’s be-
ing whispered turns out to
be true, the Xiaomi 17 Ultra
may not just be another flag-
ship release. It could be a
quiet rebellion against
chargers, power banks, and
that sinking feeling when
your phone hits 5 percent at
the worst possible moment.

And honestly, that alone
feels pretty Ultra.
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In a significant late
season decision, Sri
Lanka Cricket (SLC) has
relieved Charith
Asalanka of the cap-
taincy and appointed
veteran all rounder
Dasun Shanaka as the
new leader of the na-
tional team ahead of the
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2026. The announce-
ment comes as Sri Lan-
ka prepares for the glob-
al tournament, which it
will co host with India
starting February 7,
2026.

The move to replace
Asalanka, who had been
leading the team in
white ball formats,
marks a strategic shift
in Sri Lanka’s campaign
planning. According to
SLC’s chairman of se-
lectors, Pramodaya
Wickramasingha,
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Asalanka’srecent dip in
form with the bat and
the need for experienced
leadership in high-pres-
sure T20 matches were
key factors behind the
decision.

“Shanaka’s role will
be as an all-rounder and
a captain. He has led the
side in past tourna-
ments and brings cru-
cial experience in the
shortest format,” Wick-
ramasingha explained.
He also noted that
Asalanka remains part
of the team’s long-term
plans, indicating that
the change is not a com-
plete dismissal but a tac-
tical decision to
strengthen leadership.

The timing of the
change has attracted at-
tention, coming shortly
after Asalanka left Sri
Lanka’s white-ball tour
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SriLanka Cricket Makes Bold Leadership Change Ahead of T20 World Gup

of Pakistan early due to
security concerns fol-
lowing a tragic incident
in Islamabad. While se-
lectors have emphasized
that the decision is per-
formance-based, his ab-
sence from that tour
likely contributed to the
reassessment of
leadership.

Shanaka, 35, brings a
wealth of captaincy ex-
perience, having previ-
ously led Sri Lanka in
three T20 World Cups
and guided the team to
victories in several bi-
lateral series. His all-
round skills, both with
bat and ball, make him
an ideal choice for the
demands of T20 cricket,
where quick decision-
making and versatility
are essential.

Sri Lanka has been
drawn in a competitive

group alongside Aus-
tralia, Ireland, Zimba-
bwe, and Oman, setting
the stage for a challeng-
ing campaign as they
aim to advance deep
into the tournament on
home soil.

Selectors have re-
tained Asalanka in the
squad as a specialist bat-
ter, hoping that reliev-
ing him of captaincy
will help him regain
form in time for critical
matches later in the sea-
son, including home se-
ries against Pakistan
and England.

As cricket fans world-
wide look ahead to the
T20 World Cup, Sri Lan-
ka’s leadership shake-up
underscores the impor-
tance of balancing expe-
rience, performance,
and strategy to compete
at the highest level.

Rohit Sharma and Yashasvi Jaiswal to Miss EarlyVijay
Hazare Trophy Matches — Mumbai Opts for Young Talent

In a notable develop-
ment ahead of the Vi-
jay Hazare Trophy do-
mestic one-day
tournament, Indian
cricket stars Rohit
Sharma and Yashasvi
Jaiswal will not fea-
ture for Mumbai in the
first two group-stage
matches. Mumbai’s
chief selector, Sanjay
Patil, confirmed the
move, stating that the
decision was made to
provide opportunities
for promising young
players in the prestig-
ious 50-over competi-
tion, which begins on
December 24, 2025.

Rohit Sharma, one
of India’s most accom-
plished captains, will
sit out Mumbai’s open-
ing games against Sik-
kim and Uttarakhand.
Alongside him, Jaisw-
al and other Indian in-
ternationals such as
Suryakumar Yadav,
Ajinkya Rahane, and
Shivam Dube will also
be absent from the ini-
tial lineup. The squad
for the early rounds
will feature a mix of
young domestic talent,
giving them a chance
to shine on a national
stage.

Patil explained that
the move is primarily
aimed at blooding
young cricketers and
strengthening Mum-
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bai’s domestic cricket
depth. “We are experi-
menting with young-
sters,” he said, empha-
sizing that senior stars
will be included later
in the tournament
when available.

Jaiswal’s absence is
also influenced by a re-
cent stomach-related
illness, which caused
him to lose weight over
a couple of days. Medi-
cal advice suggested
rest, making his par-
ticipation in the initial
matches uncertain.

While Rohit Shar-
ma’s omission may ap-
pear surprising, fac-
tors such as India’s
busy international
schedule and workload
management played a
role in the decision.
Mumbai’s team man-
agement has indicated
that Indian interna-
tionals not currently
on national duty will
join the squad once lo-
gistics permit.

In the absence of
Sharma and Jaiswal,
the team is expected to
be led by experienced
domestic players, with
young batsmen and all-
rounders getting a
chance to showcase
their abilities. The
move has drawn mixed
reactions from fans
and cricket experts
alike — some welcome
the chance for fresh tal-
ent, while others be-
lieve the tournament
loses some star power
in its early stages.

The Vijay Hazare
Trophy remains a cru-
cial platform for do-
mestic cricketers to
prove themselves and
stake claims for higher
honors. Mumbai’s se-
lection strategy high-
lights the delicate bal-
ance Indian cricket
teams are trying to
maintain between ex-
perienced stars and the
next generation of
talent.

India Tackles Doping Crisis and Foothall League
Uncertainty: Sports Ministry Offers Reassurance

India’s sports ecosys-
tem has come under
scrutiny following recent
international anti-dop-
ing reports and ongoing
uncertainty surround-
ing the country’s domes-
tic football competitions.
On Friday, officials from
the Sports Ministry ad-
dressed both issues, of-
fering cautious optimism
about progress in tack-
ling doping violations
and assuring that the In-
dian Super League (ISL)
will proceed despite ad-
ministrative challenges.

According to the latest
figures, over 7,000 anti-
doping tests were con-
ducted in 2024, a signifi-
cant increase over
previous years. Of these,
260 tests returned posi-
tive results, giving India
the highest positivity
rate among countries
that conducted more
than 5,000 tests. This
marks the third consecu-
tive year that India has
topped the global list of
adverse analytical find-
ings, a record that could
potentially affect its am-
bitions to host the 2036
Olympic Games.

Despite these concern-
ing statistics, ministry
officials highlighted
signs of improvement.
The overall positivity
rate dipped slightly from

3.8 per cent in 2023 to 3.6
per cent in 2024, even as
the total number of tests
increased. Early figures
for 2025 suggest further
progress, with the cur-
rent positivity rate re-
portedly just above one
per cent. Authorities at-
tribute this improve-
ment to enhanced aware-
ness campaigns and
monitoring, including
measures to educate ath-
letes about inadvertent
violations, such as tak-
ing banned substances
unknowingly through
medication. Initiatives

like the “Know Your
Medicine” program aim
to help athletes avoid
prohibited substances.

On the football front,
the ministry acknowl-
edged challenges in the
domestic league system,
especially the ISL, after
the national federation
faced difficulty securing
a commercial partner
following the expiration
of its previouslong-term
deal. This situation has
left the 2025-26 season in
uncertainty, raising con-
cerns among clubs, play-
ers, and fans.

Sports officials are ac-
tively mediating be-
tween the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF),
ISL clubs, I-League
stakeholders, and poten-
tial commercial part-
ners. Club representa-
tives have proposed a
club-owned league mod-
el while keeping the fed-
eration as the sport’s
regulator. Despite ongo-
ing negotiations, the
ministry reassured that
the league will go ahead
and that structural is-
sues will be resolved to
ensure uninterrupted

domestic football.

The ministry also indi-
cated that the National
Sports Awards are ex-
pected to be announced
soon, celebrating athlet-
ic achievements amid
these broader policy
efforts.

As India works to im-
prove its doping record
and stabilise domestic
leagues, these steps are
seen as crucial for
strengthening the na-
tional sports landscape
and enhancing the coun-
try’s credibility on the
international stage.

India to Announce T20 World Cup and New Zealand Series Squads on December 20

Indian cricket fans are eagerly awaiting
a major selection announcement as the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) prepares to unveil the national
squad for the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2026 and the upcoming T20I series against
New Zealand. The announcements are
scheduled for Saturday, December 20 at
the BCCI headquarters in Mumbai, where
the Senior Men’s Selection Committee
will finalise the teams.

The selection meeting, chaired by Ajit
Agarkar, will be followed by a press con-
ference attended by newly appointed T20
captain Suryakumar Yadav. With less
than two months remaining before the
T20 World Cup — which India will co host
with Sri Lanka in early February 2026 —
the timing of the announcement is cru-
cial for shaping India’s title defence
campaign.

India enters the World Cup as the de-
fending champions, following their thrill-
ing triumph in the 2024 edition. The selec-
tion committee is expected to balance
experience with current form while pick-
ing the 15 member squad, ensuring the
team is well-equipped to face both famil-
iar rivals and emerging threats in home
conditions.

A Kkey aspect of the announcement will
be the squad for the five match T201 series
against New Zealand, scheduled to begin
in January 2026. This series will serve as
India’s final competitive preparation
ahead of the World Cup, providing vital
match practice and an opportunity for
fringe players to stake their claim. The
selectors are widely expected to keep the
World Cup and New Zealand series
squads closely aligned, with adjustments

only for fitness or tactical reasons.
Selection debates are likely to focus on
leadership, batting combinations, and
depth in both spin and pace bowling.
Suryakumar Yadav is anticipated to lead

the side, with Shubman Gill expected to
play a key role if fit. Other strong con-
tenders include standout performers
such as Abhishek Sharma and Tilak Var-
ma, while all-rounders like Hardik Pan-

dya, Axar Patel, and Washington Sundar
are under consideration to maintain team
balance. With the Asia Cup and bilateral
series shaping squad dynamics through-
out the year, the December 20 announce-

ment is one of the most anticipated mo-
ments on India’s cricket calendar. Fans
and experts alike will be watching closely
as the Men in Blue prepare to defend their
T20 World Cup crown on home soil.
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Kannada cinema en-
thusiasts have every
reason to rejoice as the
theatrical trailer of 45:
The Movie has finally
dropped, promising a
cinematic spectacle like
no other. The film
marks the directorial
debut of popular music
director Arjun Janya
and brings together
three of the industry’s
most formidable talak—
Karunada Chakravar-
thy Shiva Rajkumar,
Real Star Upendra, and
the versatile Raj B Shet-
ty—in what is being de-
scribed as a powerhouse
ensemble. Produced by
Mrs. Uma Ramesh Red-
dy and M Ramesh Red-
dy under the Suraj Pro-
ductions banner, the
film aims to deliver
scale, substance, and
star power in equal

measure.

The trailer immedi-
ately captures attention
with its haunting con-
cept: a date of birth, a
date of death, and the
fleeting stretch in be-
tween. This stark im-
agery forms the philo-
sophical backbone of
the story, suggesting
that life is more than
just existence—it is
about accountability,
choices, and moral reck-
oning that transcends
death itself.

The film’s lead trio
brings distinct energies
to this framework. Up-
endra’s deep, resonant
voiceover adds philo-
sophical depth, framing
the narrative as a medi-
tation on cause and con-
sequence. Raj B Shetty
portrays the grounded,
vulnerable everyman,

SCREEN

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Karunada Chakravarthy Shiva Rajkumar, Upendra, and Raj B Shetty’s

“43: The Movie™ Trailer Greates a Storm

caught in forces larger
than himself. Shiva Raj-
kumar surprises view-
ers with a striking vist
al—ared Bharatanatyam
costume—hinting at
themes of duality and
transformation, adding
an unexpected twist to
his on-screen persona.
Visually, the film im-
presses with Satya
Hegde’s captivating cin-
ematography, while Ar-
jun Janya’s pulsating
score heightens the dra-
ma and tension. High-
octane action sequenc-
es, choreographed by
stunt masters Dr. K.
Ravi Verma, Jolly Bas-
tian, and Different Dan-
ny Chetan D’Souza,
promise adrenaline-
pumping thrills. The
crisp dialogues by Anil
Kumar and seamless
editing by K.M. Prakash

ensure the narrative
flows with intensity
and clarity. The musical
score is further en-
riched by playback
singers Roll Rida and
Vinayak, with lyrics
penned by Roll Rida
himself.

The trailer has set ex-
pectations sky-high,
and with a grand re-
lease scheduled in five
languages on January
1st, 45: The Movie is
shaping up to be one of
the most talked-about
releases of the New
Year. Fans are eagerly
speculating about the
film’s intriguing sto-
ryline, the powerful
performances of its
star cast, and its unique
blend of philosophy, ac-
tion, and drama, mak-
ing it a must-watch cin-
ematic event.

“Alluda Majaka” Web Series Teaser
Released by Director Veer Shankar

Anita Creative
Works proudly pre-
sents the much-antici-
pated web series Allu-
da Majaka, produced

under the Suresh Film f”

Factory banner. The
teaser, featuring KS
Kumar and Nainika
Anasuya in the lead
roles, was officially re-
leased by acclaimed di-
rector Veer Shankar.
Speaking at the
launch, Veer Shankar
praised the series, say- @
ing that the title Alluda
Majaka is catchy and
the teaser looks im-
pressive. He added that
the concept, based on
the classic “mother-in-
law and son-in-law” dy-
namic, has resonated
well with audiences in
the past and is likely to
do so again. He also ex-
pressed his happiness
in seeing KS Kumar,
both a director and art-
ist, actively contribut-
ing as a union member.
Veer Shankar confi-
dently predicted that
KS Kumar and Naini-
ka Anasuya will deliv-
er a hit performance.

The web series has
been created as a tight-
knit team effort. Vasu-
bharma handled cine-
matography and
editing, ensuring a vis-
ually appealing experi-
ence, while Sujit Ha-
ni’s music adds a
vibrant touch to the
series. The director ex-
pressed his heartfelt
wish that Alluda Ma-
jaka Web Series
achieves the same suc-
cess as the original Al-
luda Majaka movie.

The supporting cast,
including Jyothi,
Naveen, Asha, Priya,

Nagesh, aﬁd wami

Nayak, has been
praised for their excel-
lent performances.
Overall, the collabora-
tion between Vasu-
bharma and Sujit Hani
in cinematography, ed-
iting, and music has set
a high standard for the
series, promising an
engaging viewing expe-
rience for audiences.
With the teaser al-
ready generating buzz,
fans are eagerly wait-
ing to see if the web se-
rieslives up to the lega-
cy of its cinematic
predecessor.

Hyderabad Student Film Maya
Gains International Recognition

Hyderabad, 19 De-
cember 2025: A gradu-
ation film created by
final-year students of
Annapurna College of
Film and Media has
earned notable ac-
claim on both national
and international plat-
forms. Maya, written
and directed by stu-
dent filmmaker Swar-
na Reka Prabhu, has
been officially selected
at several prestigious
film festivals world-
wide, showcasing the
creative talent emerg-
ing from Hyderabad’s
film education
landscape.

The film has been
chosen for screening at
multiple celebrated
events, including the
44th VGIK Internation-
al Student Film Festi-
val, the Midnight Mon-
ster Club Short Film
Festival, Flame First-
Cut, the Kuala Lumpur
International Film
Awards, the Chennai
International Short

Film Festival, the 5th
India International
Star Film Festival
Awards, and The Cor-
ner Seats Internation-
al Film Festival 2025,
among others.

Maya blends imagi-
native storytelling
with collaborative cre-
ativity, exploring a
range of emotions
akin to the experience
of dreams. Director
Swarna Reka Prabhu
explained that the film
captures the surreal
and layered nature of
the subconscious, pre-
senting a narrative
that initially may seem
fragmented but reveals
deeper meaning upon
closer reflection.

Annapurna College
Director Amala AkKi-
neni praised the
achievement as a testa-
ment to practical
learning and the grow-
ing capabilities of
emerging filmmakers.
She highlighted that
students pushing crea-

tive boundaries and
gaining international
recognition reflects
the institution’s com-
mitment to nurturing
cinematic talent.

The success of Maya
underscores the artis-
tic promise of young
filmmakers in Telan-
gana and highlights
the potential of stu-
dent-driven cinema to
make an impact glob-
ally. It demonstrates a
broader trend in which
film schools are pro-
viding platforms for
emerging voices to
contribute fresh per-
spectives to interna-
tional cinema.

As Maya continues
its festival journey, it is
expected to attract at-
tention from festivals,
critics, and industry
professionals world-
wide. The recognition
also strengthens Hy-
derabad’s position as a
hub for film culture
and independent
filmmaking.

This achievement af-
firms that innovative
storytelling and col-
laborative filmmaking
by students can reso-
nate far beyond local
contexts, bringing
global spotlight to Hy-
derabad’s vibrant film
education community.

Ram Gopal Varma Hails Dhurandhar as a
“Quantum Leap™ for Indian Cinema

Veteran filmmaker
Ram Gopal Varma
(RGV) has praised Adi-
tya Dhar’s latest film
Dhurandhar, calling it a
transformative moment
for Indian cinema and a
“quantum leap” that
could redefine storytell-
ing and cinematic stand-
ards in the industry. His
remarks have generated
significant attention
among filmmakers, crit-
ics, and audiences alike.

Varma highlighted
that Dhurandhar goes
beyond conventional
filmmaking, offering a
fresh and compelling vi-
sion that deeply engages
viewers. According to
him, the film doesn’t
merely aim for attention
— it commands it, draw-
ing audiences into the
story and making them
active participants rath-
er than passive observ-
ers. From the very first
scene, he noted, the nar-
rative establishes a mo-
mentum that keeps the
viewers invested
throughout.

He praised the techni-
cal and narrative as-
pects of the film, de-

scribing its writing as
purposeful, staging as
rich with tension, and
sound design as integral
to the emotional impact.
Varma emphasized that
the film builds pressure
rather than noise, using
silences and visual fram-
ing effectively to en-
hance the cinematic ex-
perience. He also lauded
the performances, not-
ing that the characters
are crafted to linger in
the audience’s mind,
provoking thought and
emotional engagement
rather than just provid-
ing entertainment.

One of the film’s most
notable achievements,
according to Varma, is
its respect for the intel-
ligence of the audience.
By avoiding over-ex-
plaining backstory, the
film trusts viewers to in-
terpret and connect with
the characters, which
sets it apart from formu-
laic commercial cinema.
He also commended the
film’s thematic bold-
ness, noting that it does
not chase trends or mim-
ic Hollywood, but confi-
dently asserts that Indi-

an cinema can innovate
and succeed on its own
terms.

Featuring a stellar
cast including Ranveer
Singh, Akshaye Khanna,
Sanjay Dutt, R. Mad-
havan, and Arjun Ram-
pal, Dhurandhar has
been a box-office sensa-
tion, earning both com-

mercial success and crit-
ical acclaim. Its intense
character arcs, high-im-
pact storytelling, and in-
novative approach have
resonated widely with
audiences across India.
Varma’s endorsement
of the film not only ele-
vates its profile within
the industry but also sig-

nals a potential shift in
Indian filmmaking —
one that embraces ambi-
tion, narrative depth,
and respect for the view-
er’s engagement.
Dhurandhar is being cel-
ebrated as a film that
could inspire a new
wave of bold and intelli-
gent cinema in India.

Trailer of Champion Revives Forgotten Chapter from Hyderabad’s Past

Veteran filmmaker
Ram Gopal Varma
(RGV) has praised Adi-
tya Dhar’s latest film
Dhurandhar, calling it a
transformative moment
for Indian cinema and a
“quantum leap” that
could redefine storytell-
ing and cinematic stand-
ards in the industry. His
remarks have generated
significant attention
among filmmakers, crit-
ics, and audiences alike.

Varma highlighted
that Dhurandhar goes
beyond conventional
filmmaking, offering a
fresh and compelling vi-
sion that deeply engages
viewers. According to
him, the film doesn’t
merely aim for attention
— it commands it, draw-
ing audiences into the
story and making them
active participants rath-
er than passive observ-
ers. From the very first
scene, he noted, the nar-
rative establishes a mo-
mentum that keeps the
viewers invested
throughout.

He praised the techni-
cal and narrative as-
pects of the film, de-
scribing its writing as
purposeful, staging as
rich with tension, and
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sound design as integral
to the emotional impact.
Varma emphasized that
the film builds pressure
rather than noise, using
silences and visual
framing effectively to
enhance the cinematic
experience. He also
lauded the performanc-
es, noting that the char-
acters are crafted to lin-
ger in the audience’s
mind, provoking
thought and emotional
engagement rather than
just providing
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entertainment.
One of the film’s most
notable achievements,
according to Varma, is
its respect for the intel-
ligence of the audience.
By avoiding over-ex-
plaining backstory, the
film trusts viewers to
interpret and connect
with the characters,
which sets it apart from
formulaic commercial
cinema. He also com-
mended the film’s the-
matic boldness, noting
that it does not chase

trends or mimic Holly-
wood, but confidently
asserts that Indian cin-
ema can innovate and
succeed on its own
terms. Featuring a stel-
lar cast including Ran-
veer Singh, Akshaye
Khanna, Sanjay Dutt, R.
Madhavan, and Arjun
Rampal, Dhurandhar has
been a box-office sensa-
tion, earning both com-
mercial success and criti-
cal acclaim. Its intense
character arcs, high-im-
pact storytelling, and in-

novative approach have
resonated widely with
audiences across India.
Varma’s endorsement
of the film not only ele-
vates its profile within the
industry but also signals
a potential shift in Indian
filmmaking — one that
embraces ambition, nar-
rative depth, and respect
for the viewer’s engage-
ment. Dhurandhar is be-
ing celebrated as a film
that could inspire a new
wave of bold and intelli-
gent cinema in India.




