Wwww.truepointnews.com

00 TRUE

00

BUZ

Journalists’ Body

Seeks Revisions to

G.0.252; Minister
Assures Action

BUZZ POINTS

Mudiraj Panchay-
at Leaders Honored
at Grand Ceremony

in Hyderabad

SR PAGE 02 I

Andhra Pradesh
Government
Creates Two New
Districts: Marka-
puram and
Polavaram

BN PAGE 03 [

Centre Clears 5,

I
o S e,
Sy g

181-crorlndigen6i|s

PRGI REGISTRATION NO. “TGENG/25/A2485”

HYDERABAD | VOL-1 | ISSUE-75 | 31°" DECEMBER 2025 | WEDNESDAY | PAGES 12 | PRICE: < 5 PUBLISHED FROM: \/[JAYAWADA + HYDERABAD « DELHI + BENGALURU

Air Defence System for Delhi’s VIP Zone

Deputy CM TPN Bureau | De-
Pawan Kalyan cember 30
Launches Modern- amajor step
.. toward bol-
ization of stering In-
dia’s national capital
Shanlfarag u’_) tf_,am security, the Central
Major Drain in government has ap-
proved the acquisition
Konaseema of the Indigenous Air
Defence Weapon Sys-
tem (IADWS), a state-of-
B PAGE 03 [N the-art aerial security
network developed by
Chief Minister the Defence Research
and Development Or-
Chandrababu ganisation (DRDO).
. The project will be
Naidu Presents 1 implemented under the
“Sudarshan Chakra for

Crore Compensa-
tion to Family of

Delhi” framework,
marking a significant
stride in the country’s

Excise Head efforts to create a multi-
layered air defence
Constable shield around vital
zones.According to
| PAGE 04 | highly placed sources
quoted in national me-
Warden Bhavani dizilrgpcarts,l the IADV;/lS
will be deployed in the
Accused of Brutally strategi
gic VIP-89 zone of
; elhi as part of a pilo
Beating Student at Delhi tof a pilot
project.
SC Girls’ Gurukul in The estimated cost
of the system is around
Bhupalpally 5,181 crore. Once oper-
ational, the DRDO-de-
"PAGEO5 veloped system will be

capable of neutralizing

any aerial threat in-
cluding enemy aircraft,
drones, and missiles
within a 30-kilometre
radius around the Na-
tional Capital Region
(NCR). Sources re-
vealed that the decision
comes amid growing
concerns over drone in-
cursions and other aer-
ial threats in sensitive
areas. Given the rapid
evolution of unmanned
aerial systems and the
heightened risk of low-
altitude strikes, the gov-
ernment has prioritized
strengthening air de-
fence readiness around
critical national assets.

The purchase deci-
sion forms part of the
Defence Ministry’s
broader approval for
procurement of ad-
vanced military sys-
tems worth approxi-
mately 79,000 crore,
cleared by the Defence
Acquisition Council
(DAC) chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday. The
council’s latest clear-
ance includes several
indigenous projects
aimed at enhancing In-
dia’s self-reliance in de-
fence technologies un-
der the “Atmanirbhar

Bharat” initiative.

Multi-Layered De-
fence Under ‘Sudarshan
Chakra’ The “Sudar-
shan Chakra” initiative
was first announced by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during his In-
dependence Day ad-
dress earlier this year.
The ambitious pro-
gramme seeks to estab-
lish a robust, multi-lay-
ered air defence and
counter-attack network
to protect India’s key
strategic, civil, and na-
tional assets against
aerial and missile
threats. Officials have
stated that the frame-
work will encompass a
combination of inter-
ception, surveillance,
and electronic warfare
systems. These will be
designed not only to de-
tect and eliminate hos-
tile aerial targets but
also to integrate cyber
defence mechanisms to
counter technology-
driven warfare. Indige-
nous Collaboration and
Integration

The IADWS has been
conceptualized and de-
veloped by DRDO in col-
laboration with leading
private defence manu-
facturers and the Indi-

an Armed Forces. The
system integrates radar
networks, automated
control units, and preci-
sion-guided interceptor
weaponry capable of re-
sponding to multiple
concurrent threats. It is
expected to serve as a
critical component of
India’s Integrated Air
Command and Control
System (IACCS), pro-
viding seamless coordi-
nation between ground-
based and aerial
defence assets. Officials
familiar with the pro-
ject said that once vali-
dated through the Delhi
pilot, the system
would eventually be ex-
panded to other high-
valueregions across the
country covering major
cities, nuclear installa-
tions, defence command
hubs, and industrial
belts.With the imple-
mentation of the “Su-
darshan Chakra” initia-
tive, India is poised to
join the ranks of na-
tions with advanced,
fully integrated air de-
fence networks, reflect-
ing its growing capabili-
ties in indigenous
defence manufacturing
and strategic
autonomy.

Hindu Security Guard Shot Dead by Colleague in Bangladesh,
Sparks Renewed Safety Concerns

TPN Bureau
December 30:

Authorities stated that prelimi-
nary accounts suggest the

»
‘
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stances surrounding the shoot-
ing. “We are thoroughly

Human rights activists and
local observers have expressed

Pawan Kalyan Lays Foundation for

Major Drainage Works in Konaseema,

Focuses on R egional Development

TPN Bureau |De-
cember 30

andyal:
Deputy
Chief Min-
ister of
Andhra Pradesh,
Pawan Kalyan, has
turned his attention
toward the compre-
hensive development
of Ambedkar Konasee-
ma district. Emphasiz-
ing the need for sus-
tainable infrastructure
and farmers’ welfare,
he virtually launched
crucial drainage mod-
ernization works at Ke-
sanapalli Tufan Center
on Monday. The works
include desilting of
the major Shankar
Guptam drainage ca-
nal over an 8-kilometer
stretch and strength-
ening of embankments
along a 14.5-kilometer
line. The total cost of
the project is 20.62
crore, aimed at provid-
ing lasting relief to
farmers in the Rajolu
constituency who have
suffered from severe
drainage problems for
over five years.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Pawan Kalyan
recalled that the
Shankar Guptam ma-
jor drainage issue was

identified on Sub-
rahmanya Shashti day,
and in just 34 days, the
government took steps
toward a permanent
solution by launching
the works on Mukkoti
Ekadashi. He stated
that this quick turna-
round reflects the coa-
lition government’s
commitment to resolv-
ing long-pending is-
sues that directly af-
fect farmers’
livelihoods. The Depu-
ty Chief Minister not-
ed that poor drainage
management had
caused widespread
loss of paddy crops
and coconut trees
across the region. He
assured farmers that
all future infrastruc-
ture works would be
undertaken with ade-
quate precaution to
prevent damage to co-
conut plantations,
which form a crucial
part of Konaseema’s
economyPawan Kaly-
an further revealed
that he had held exten-
sive discussions with
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu,
Finance Minister P. Ke-
shav, and senior offi-
cials of the Finance
Department to allocate

funds for the project
within record time.

Highlighting the
government’s broader
vision, he said that
drainage and irriga-
tion modernization
works worth 4,000
crore are being
planned across the
erstwhile East Goda-
vari district. These
projects are expected
to improve water flow,
reduce flood risk, and
support agricultural
sustainability. In an
additional develop-
ment initiative, Pawan
Kalyan mentioned
that the state govern-
ment is in talks with
the Union Govern-
ment for establishing
a Cocoa Board in Ko-
naseema. The pro-
posed board aims to
promote cocoa cultiva-
tion as an alternative
crop, boosting farm-
ers’ income and diver-
sifying the local agri-
cultural economy:.

Pawan Kalyan reit-
erated his commit-
ment to ensuring bal-
anced progress across
coastal Andhra and
vowed to continue
monitoring Konasee-
ma’s development
personally.

haka | Bangladesh:

A fresh wave of con-

cern has arisen in

Bangladesh follow-
ing the killing of yet another
Hindu individual, only weeks
after similar incidents that
stirred fears among the coun-
try’s Hindu minority commu-
nity.According to reports from
local media, a 42-year-old Hin-
du man, identified as Bajendra
Biswas, was fatally shot by his
colleague Noman Mia at an in-
dustrial factory located in My-
mensingh district.

The incident occurred
around 6:45 PM on Monday
evening, inside the factory
premises where both men were
stationed as security guards.
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shooting might have been acci-
dental. Noman Mia reportedly
told police that he and Biswas
were chatting casually inside
the factory barracks when the
tragic event occurred.

He allegedly pointed his ser-
vicerifle toward Biswas in jest,
claiming that his finger “acci-
dentally touched the trigger,”
causing the gun to discharge.
The bullet struck Biswas in the
chest, critically injuring him.
Biswas was immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital,
but doctors declared him dead
upon arrival.

Following the incident, po-
lice arrested Noman Mia and
registered a case while contin-
uing to investigate the circum-
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investigating whether this was
indeed an accident or if there
was any underlying motive,” a
senior police official in My-
mensingh told reporters.

This latest tragedy comes
amid rising tension and vio-
lence against the Hindu com-
munity in Bangladesh. Earlier
this month, 25-year-old Dipu
Chandra Das was beaten to
death during communal un-
rest, while another Hindu
youth, Amrit Mandal, was
killed in a separate assault.
Prior to Biswas’s death, a Hin-
du man in Rajbari district’s
Pangsha Circle was also
lynched by locals, further in-
tensifying fears within the mi-
nority community.

growing concern over the pat-
tern of targeted violence
against Hindus in recent
months. They have urged the
government to take stronger
measures to protect religious
minorities and ensure that in-
cidents of communal aggres-
sion are dealt with promptly
and transparently.

As investigations into Bis-
was’s death continue, the case
has reignited debate on the
safety and security of Hindus
in Bangladesh, especially in
the wake of ongoing unrest.
Community leaders have
called for justice and for au-
thorities to address the root
causes of religious intolerance
and systemic vulnerability.
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Harishrao d_itches KTR

TPN Bureau |
December 30

yderabad:
Harish Rao
Accuses
CM Re-
vanth Reddy of Betray-
ing Telangana’s Water
InterestsIn a sharp po-
litical attack, senior
BRS leader and Siddi-
pet MLA T. Harish Rao
launched a blistering
criticism against Tel-
angana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy, call-
ing him both a “betray-
er of the Telangana
movement” and a “cul-
prit in water exploita-
tion.” Addressing a
press conference at Tel-
angana Bhavan in Hy-
derabad on Tuesday,
Harish Rao alleged that
the state government
under Revanth Reddy
has failed to protect
Telangana’s water in-
terests, particularly re-
garding the approval
granted to Andhra
Pradesh’s Godavari-
Banakacharla project.
Harish Rao ques-
tioned the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC)
for approving the pro-
ject without consulting
Telangana. “How can
the CWC grant permis-

sion without consider-
ing Telangana’s opin-

ion?” he asked,
expressing concern
that the project would
severely harm Telan-
gana’s share of river
water.

He accused the Con-
gress government of
remaining silent while
a grave injustice was
being done to the
state.“The Congress
government is in a
deep slumber while
Telangana’s water
rights are being tram-
pled upon,” Rao said,
taking aim at Chief
Minister Revanth Red-
dy and Irrigation Min-
ister Uttam Kumar
Reddy.

He alleged that in-
stead of defending Tel-
angana’s interests, the
Congress leaders were
focusing only on criti-
cizing the BRS inside
the Assembly. “Is the
government truly
asleep or pretending to
be?” he remarked sar-
castically.Asserting
that his comments
were not driven by po-
litical motives, Harish
Rao claimed his stance
stemmed from his emo-
tional and moral at-
tachment to Telanga-

na. He went on to level
serious allegations
against senior bureau-
crat Aditya Nath Das,
calling him “the archi-
tect of Telangana’s wa-
ter loot” and a “traitor
to Telangana.”

Rao demanded his
immediate removal
from any role connect-
ed to inter-state water
management.The BRS
leader also took on the
BJP-led central govern-
ment, asking how it
dared to greenlight the
Banakacharla project
despite Telangana’s ob-
jections. Calling for an
all-party stand on the
issue, Harish Rao
urged the Congress
government to pass a
resolution in the As-
sembly opposing the
CWC'’s approval.

“If the government
brings a resolution
against this project, we
will extend our full
support,” he declared.
He further suggested
organizing a protest in
New Delhi to demand
the withdrawal of the
CWC’s approval for the
Banakacharla project,
warning that Telanga-
na will not stay silent
if its water resources
are threatened.
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Andhra Pradesh Government Creates Two New
Districts: Markapuram and Polavaram

TPN Bureau | dec 30,
2025

Amaravathi: In a sig-
nificant administrative
reshuffle, the Andhra
Pradesh government on
Tuesday issued official
orders creating two new
districts—Markapuram
and Polavaram—thereby
increasing the total num-
ber of districts in the
state to 28. The new dis-
tricts, formed with
Markapuram and Ram-
pachodavaram as their
respective headquarters,
will officially come into
effect from Wednesday.

According to the notifi-
cation released by the
state government, the
formation of the new dis-
tricts comes as part of a
larger administrative re-
organization aimed at
ensuring effective gov-
ernance, streamlined
service delivery, and im-
proved public access to
government offices and
services.

Alongside the crea-
tion of these new dis-
tricts, the government
also announced five new
revenue divisions, result-
ing in a realignment of
divisional and mandal
boundaries across sev-
eral districts.Among the

ANDRAPRADESH

key changes, the Nan-

digama mandal has been
shifted from the Palasa
revenue division to the
Tekkali revenue divi-
sion. Similarly, Samarla-
kota mandal has been
moved from the Kakina-
da division to the Ped-
dapuram division.

The notification fur-
ther revealed structural
changes within the Al-
luri Sitarama Raju dis-
trict, with Paderu desig-
nated as its new center
following a reorganiza-
tion of its administrative
units. Additionally, the
Penugonda area has
been officially renamed
as Vasavi Penugonda,
marking a symbolic ad-
ministrative update. The
government also an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a new Addroad
Junction Revenue Divi-

sion in the Anakapalli
district to improve local
administration.

In Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Konaseema district, cer-
tain mandal boundaries
have been revised to fa-
cilitate smoother govern-
ance and better accessi-
bility for people in rural
and semi-urban regions.
Officials stated that the
restructuring is part of
the government’s long-
term strategy to decen-
tralize administration
and make governance
more citizen-centric. By
reducing the distance be-
tween local residents and
administrative offices,
the government expects
faster grievance redres-
sal and improved service
delivery. “These meas-
ures are aimed at em-
powering both rural and
urban populations, en-

suring access to govern-
ment schemes, and en-
hancing local
development,” the order
stated. The Andhra
Pradesh government be-
lieves that the new dis-
tricts and revenue divi-
sions will lead to greater
administrative efficien-
cy, better coordination
among departments, and
more effective utilization
of resources. The move
is also expected to help in
regional planning, infra-
structure development,
and efficient disaster
management.Political
analysts describe this
step as a continuation of
the state’s ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen local
governance, following
the earlier exercise of
district reorganization
in 2022. They argue that
this latest move will not

only bring administra-
tion closer to the people
but also contribute to
balanced socio-economic
development across the
state.From Wednesday,
all government offices,
local bodies, and admin-
istrative units will oper-
ate in accordance with
the new district and divi-
sional boundaries.

Residents and public
representatives have
been advised to align
their operations, servic-
es, and records with the
revised administrative
structure.With this reor-
ganization, the Andhra
Pradesh government
aims to reinforce its de-
centralization model
bringing governance to
the doorstep of citizens
while promoting inclu-
sive growth across all
regions.

HC Strikes off the case of APSSC

TPN Bureau | dec 30,
2025

Amaravathi:
ground of the case

In December 2023, the
Andhra Pradesh Public
Service Commission
(APPSC) issued Group-2
notification No.11/2023
for various executive
and non-executive posts
in the state. Candidates
later approached the
High Court questioning
parts of this notifica-
tion. The petitions
mainly targeted the allo-
cation of special reser-
vation “roster points”
for women, persons with
benchmark disabilities,
ex-servicemen and meri-

Back

torious sportspersons in
the recruitment roster.

Petitioners’ key
arguments

Petitioners alleged
that earmarking specific
roster points for these
horizontal reservation
categories violated ex-
isting government or-
ders and Supreme Court
guidelines on reserva-
tions in public employ-
ment. They requested
the court to set aside the
2023 Group-2 notifica-
tion, redraw the reserva-
tion roster strictly in
line with the apex
court’s directions, and
direct the authorities to
issue a fresh notification

accordingly.

High Court’s decision

After detailed hear-
ings, the High Court re-
jected the petitioners’
contentions and upheld
the reservation pattern
adopted in the Group-2
notification, holding
that there was no illegal-
ity in the way special
reservation points were
provided. Consequently,
the court dismissed all
writ petitions that
sought cancellation of
the existing notification
and issuance of a new
one, effectively endors-
ing APPSC’s approach to
the reservation roster.

Impact on aspirants and

process

The verdict removes a
major legal obstacle that
had created uncertainty
around the recruitment,
giving significant relief
to thousands of Group-2
aspirants in Andhra
Pradesh who were wait-
ing for clarity on the pro-
cess. With the litigation

on reservations dis-
posed of, APPSC is now
expected to push ahead
with the pending stages
of recruitment, includ-
ing completion of evalu-
ation and subsequent ap-
pointment procedures,
subject to any further
legal remedies that par-
ties may pursue.
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Power Outage at Vijayawada’s
Durga Temple Sparks Political
Row; Minister Clarifies Situation

TPN Bureau | dec 30,
2025: Amaravati:
Andhra Pradesh Ener-
gy Minister Gottipati
Ravi Kumar expressed
displeasure over at-
tempts to politicize the
temporary power dis-
ruption at the famous
Kanaka Durga Temple
in Vijayawada. Speak-
ing to reporters in Am-
aravati on Tuesday, the
Minister said that the
incident was purely
due to a lack of coordi-
nation among officials
and not politically mo-
tivated.He stated that
as soon as the matter
came to his notice, he
convened a meeting
with senior energy de-
partment officials and
sought a detailed re-
port. The Minister
mentioned that he rep-
rimanded the con-
cerned officers on the
same day and issued
strict instructions to
prevent such incidents
in the future. “The gov-
ernment accords ut-
most respect to devo-
tees’ sentiments, and
there is no question of
neglecting temple ser-
vices,” he assured.

According to sourc-
es, the Durga Temple
administration has
outstanding electricity
dues amountingto 3.08
crore. Officials from
the electricity depart-
ment had repeatedly
requested payment of
these pending bills, but
no action was taken by
the temple authorities.
Consequently, on De-
cember 27 (Saturday),
power supply to the
temple located atop In-
drakeeladri Hill in Vi-
jayawada was tempo-
rarily disconnected.

The blackout lasted
around 15 minutes dur-
ing a period of high
devotee rush, coincid-
ing with the time of the
goddess’s naivedyam
offering. The sudden
outage caused incon-
venience to both the
devotees and the tem-
ple staff. The situation
was quickly reported
to senior officials in
both the Endowments
and Energy Depart-
ments, following which
power supply was re-
stored immediately.

Minister Ravi Ku-
mar confirmed that the

government treated
the issue with serious-
ness. He emphasized
that accountability
would be fixed and ac-
tion would be taken
against those found re-
sponsible for negli-
gence. “It was an inter-
nal administrative
lapse, not a deliberate
act. The power supply
to temples or places of
worship will never be
intentionally disrupt-
ed,” he clarified.

He also criticized
certain political
groups for trying to
create controversy
over the incident, stat-
ing that such actions
were unfortunate and
unwarranted. “Some
are trying to gain po-
litical mileage out of
an operational issue.
We are committed to
ensuring this does not
happen again,” he said.

The state govern-
ment has ordered an
inquiry and directed
officials to streamline
coordination between
the temple authorities
and the power depart-
ment to avoid future
disruptions.

Deput
S

TPN Bureau | dec 30,
2025

Amaravathi: Deputy
Chief Minister and Jana
Sena Party chief Pawan
Kalyan on Tuesday vir-
tually launched the mod-
ernization works of the
Shankaraguptham Ma-
jor Drain in Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Konaseema
district. Participating in
the ceremony from his
camp office in Mangala-
giri, Pawan Kalyan for-
mally initiated the pro-
ject, which is estimated
to cost 20.77 crore.

The event was also at-
tended virtually by Wa-
ter Resources Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu

CM Pawan Kalyan Launches Modernization of
ankaraguptham Major Drain in Konaseema

and several local offi-
cials.The modernization
of the Shankaraguptham
major drainage system
marks a significant step
towards resolving long-
standing irrigation and
drainage issues faced by
farmers in Konaseema,
particularly those en-
gaged in coconut
cultivation.

The Deputy Chief
Minister said the project
aligns with the state gov-
ernment’s commitment
to revitalizing key irri-
gation networks and pro-
tecting agricultural live-
lihoods in the delta
region. During his re-
cent visit to Razole,

Pawan Kalyan had as-
sured local farmers that
their drainage concerns
would be resolved with-
in 45 days. True to his
word, he moved swiftly
to ensure the project’s
commencement in just
35 days, fulfilling a criti-
cal promise made to the
farming community.
The Jana Sena Party
lauded this quick action,
stating that the coordi-
nation between Chief
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu and Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan re-
flects the government’s
determination to deliver
time-bound results.Offi-
cials from the Water Re-

sources Department ex-
plained that the
modernization works
would include desilting,
strengthening of em-
bankments, remodeling
of drainage channels,
and installation of new
sluice structures.

These improvements
are expected to enhance
water flow and prevent
flooding in low-lying ag-
ricultural areas, which
have historically suf-
fered during the mon-
soon season.Speaking on
the occasion, Pawan
Kalyan emphasized that
the well-being of farm-
ers remains the top pri-
ority for the govern-

ment. Hereiterated that
the coalition govern-
ment is committed to
practical governance fo-
cused on resolving real
issues rather than mak-
ing political statements.
“Konaseema’s prosperi-
ty depends on effective
water management. Pro-
jectslike this will ensure
lasting benefits for farm-
ers,” he said.Local farm-
ers and leaders wel-
comed the government’s
move, expressing hope
that the modernization
of the Shankaraguptham
Major Drain would re-
duce waterlogging, pro-
tect their crops, and im-
prove productivity.

Irrigation Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu Slams Jagan Government,
Launches Modernization of Shankaraguptham Drain

TPN Bureau | dec 29,
2025

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Minister for
Water Resources Nim-
mala Ramanaidu came
down heavily on YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP)
president Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, holding his
previous government re-
sponsible for severe set-
backs in the state’s irri-
gation sector. The
minister alleged that
during Jagan’s five-year
rule, not a single rupee’s
worth of irrigation work
was carried out, in stark

contrast to the progress
made during the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) gov-
ernment between 2017
and 2018.

Ramanaidu made
these remarks after vir-
tually launching the
modernization works of
the Shankaraguptham
Major Drain in Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Konaseema
district, alongside Depu-
ty Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan. He expressed
deep concern over the
plight of farmers in the
region, stating that sea-
water intrusion through

the drain had damaged
coconut plantations
spread across thousands
of acres.

The minister recalled
that after the TDP-Jana
Sena-BJP coalition gov-
ernment came to power,
farmers and local lead-
ers from Konaseema had
drawn his attention to
the deteriorating condiin
of the Shankaraguptham
drain. Following on-
ground inspections and
two rounds of review
meetings with irrigation
experts, the department
prepared detailed pro-

\

posals costing 20.77
crore to modernize the
drainage system. He
commended Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan for his efforts in
securing funds from the
Finance Department
for the project. “We are
initiating the works to-
day as promised. Ten-
ders will be invited
soon to ensure quick
progress on the
ground,” Ramanaidu
said, reaffirming the
government’s commit-
ment to Pawan Kalyan’s
assurances to the peo-

ple. He further high-
lighted that the state
government has under-
taken a LiDAR-based
survey worth 13.4 crore
to develop a permanent
solution for the flood
and submergence prob-
lems that have long
plagued the Godavari
region.According to the
minister, after comple-
tion of the LiDAR sur-
vey, a detailed project
report (DPR) will be
prepared and submitted
to Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu for
approval.

The proposals are ex-
pected to include com-
prehensive strategies
for permanent flood
mitigation and water
management measures
for the Godavari delta
region.Ramanaidu reit-
erated that under Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu’s leadership, the
coalition government is
determined to revive
and modernize Andhra
Pradesh’s irrigation in-
frastructure, ensuring
that the mistakes of the
previous YSRCP regime
are not repeated.
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Statewide Distribution of 21.8 Lakh Pattadar Passhooks from January 2;

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30

Amaravathi: Andhra
Pradesh Revenue Minis-
ter Anagani Satya Pras-
ad has announced that
the state government
will distribute 21.80
lakh Pattadar Pass-
books to eligible land-
holders across the state
between January 2 and
January 9. The minister
said that the new set of
passbooks, printed with
the official state em-
blem, symbolises the
government’s commit-
ment to transparent and
efficient land adminis-
tration.According to the
minister, all the new
Pattadar Passbooks are
being prepared under
strict verification proce-
dures to ensure accura-
cy and authenticity of
ownership records.

He stated that the
initiative is part of the
government’s broader
land reforms and digital

revenue modernization
programme aimed at
eliminating discrepan-
cies in land records and
ensuring rightful own-
ership to farmers. Mr.
Satya Prasad further di-
rected revenue officials
to exercise extra care
during distribution and
to immediately correct
any errors reported by
landowners. “If there
are any spelling mis-
takes, mismatched sur-
vey numbers, or other
technical issues in the
passbooks, concerned
tehsildars and mandal
officers must rectify
them on priority,” he
emphasized. The minis-
ter added that the state
has streamlined the
grievance redressal
mechanism to resolve
any disputes relating to
land ownership or data
mismatch within a
short period.Officials at
the village and ward
secretariats have al-

Revenue Ministr
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ready received instruc-
tions to ensure the
smooth conduct of the
week-long distribution
drive. Special counters
will be set up in all dis-
tricts to deliver pass-
books in person to farm-
ers and landholders.

District collectors
have been asked to mon-
itor the process closely
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and submit daily pro-
gress updates to the Rev-
enue department.Mean-
while, unrelated to
developments in
Andhra Pradesh, dense
fog engulfed Delhi and
other parts of North In-
dia, severely impacting
normal life. The nation-
al capital witnessed
near-zero visibility on

Monday morning, caus-
ing major disruptions at
the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport.
Airport authorities
reported that more than
130 flights were can-
celled due to the thick
fog and poor runway
visibility, while several
others were running
with significant delays.

Train services, too,
were affected as many
long-distance trains op-
erated late by several
hours. Meteorological
officials forecast that
the dense fog conditions
are likely to persist for
the next few days due to
a prevailing cold wave
across northern plains.
Despite these disrup-

nnces Schedule

tions, airlines and rail-
way authorities have
advised passengers to

check schedules in ad-
vance to avoid
inconvenience.

Vallabhaneni Vamsi Reported Missing Again; Police Launch

Manhunt Over Attempt-to-M

TPN Bureau | Dec 30

VGannavaram MLA
and YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) leader Vallab-
haneni Vamsi Mohan
has reportedly gone in-
communicado once
again, triggering in-
tense discussions in po-
litical circles across
Andhra Pradesh. The
development comes
close on the heels of a
serious criminal case
filed against him by
Machavaram police in
Vijayawada.

According to police
sources, Vamsi was
booked on December 17
under charges of at-
tempt to murder in con-
nection with the assault
on one Sunil on June 7,
2024. He was already a
key accused in that ear-
lier attack case. Investi-
gators had long suspect-
ed his involvement, but
fresh evidence report-
edly confirmed his role,
prompting the registra-
tion of the more serious
charge.

Following the fresh
FIR, Vallabhaneni Vam-

si has allegedly gone
missing, leading police
to believe that the politi-
cian may be deliberately
avoiding arrest. Special
police teams have been
formed to track his
whereabouts, with
searches reportedly in-
tensified across differ-
ent districts. Authori-
ties are also probing
whether the MLA re-
mains in the country or
has moved to another
location.

“The accused’s politi-
cal status does not put
him above the law. Eve-
ryone is equal before it,”
a senior Machavaram
police official said, add-
ing that efforts are un-
derway to bring him
into custody soon. Inves-
tigators have also
turned their focus to-
ward Vamsi’s close asso-
ciates and followers,
suspecting that they
may be aiding his
evasion.

This is not the first
time the controversial
legislator has been em-
broiled in serious alle-

urder Case

gations. In the past,
Vamsi and a few YSRCP
leaders were accused of
attacking the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) office
in Gannavaram. In that
case, a man named
Satyavardhan turned
out to be a key witness.
Police investigations
later revealed that Vam-
si had allegedly Kkid-
napped Satyavardhan to

)|

prevent him from testi-
fying, which led to Vam-
si’s arrest and subse-
quent release on bail.
Given the renewed con-
troversy, tension is re-
portedly high in Ganna-
varam constituency.
Police have stepped up
security measures to
prevent any untoward
incidents and maintain
public order.

Officials have assured
that the investigation
will explore all possible
angles until Vamsi is ap-
prehended and ques-
tioned.With the MLA
once again absconding,
the episode has turned
into one of the most dis-
cussed political and le-
gal developments in
Andhra Pradesh this
week.

Minister Kollu Ravindra Slams Former CM Jagan Reddy,
Calls Him a“Failed Politician™

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30

Prakasam: In a sharp
political attack, Andhra
Pradesh Minister Kollu
Ravindra launched a
scathing criticism
against former Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, branding
him a “failed politician”
whose tenure was
marked by corruption,
arrogance, and decep-
tion. Speaking to the me-
dia on Tuesday, Ravin-
dra said Jagan’s political
style was centered on
looting public wealth, in-
timidating people, and
misleading citizens
through false propagan-
da. Ravindra strongly
condemned Jagan’s al-
leged misuse of public
funds for personal luxu-
ry. He accused the YS-
RCP chief of construct-
ing a lavish residence at
Rushikonda near Vi-
sakhapatnam, spending
around 400 crore of tax-
payers’ money. “He built
a palace on Rushikonda
hill with public funds
while the state’s develop-
ment was stalled.

That shows his priori-
ties,” Ravindra re-

marked.Referring to
Jagan’s comments on
linking the Rushikonda
building to Yoga, the
minister said it was un-
fortunate that people
like him exist. “Yoga is
part of India’s ancient
spiritual heritage. It pro-
motes both physical and
mental well-being,” he
added.

Ravindra noted that
since 2014, International
Yoga Day has been ob-
served every year across
different parts of the
country under the initia-

tive of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “This
year’s Yoga Day event in
Visakhapatnam cost 18
crore, which was fully
borne by the Central
Government,” he clari-
fied. The minister criti-
cized Jagan for attempt-
ing to politicize Yoga
awareness programs
conducted by the cur-
rent state government.
“Instead of appreciating
efforts to promote health
among citizens, Jagan is
making baseless politi-
cal statements. It shows

his lack of maturity and
awareness,” Ravindra
said.

He added that people
of the state have already
delivered their verdict
on Jagan’s governance.
On industrial progress,
Ravindra mentioned
that the Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant is being re-
vised and is now run-
ning profitably. “The
state is on the path of
growth and revival, but
Jagan cannot tolerate
development. His mind-
set is destructive and de-

ceptive,” he said.Ravin-
dra appealed to citizens
to remain alert and sup-
port the government’s
efforts for progress.
Concluding his re-
marks, he warned that
if Jagan and the YSRCP
continue such actions,
the party will become
politically irrelevant.
“People have moved on.
It’s time Jagan realized
that his politics of nega-
tivity no longer works
in Andhra Pradesh,” he
asserted.

YCPLeaders'UnrulyProtestinAnantapur:
23 Booked for Unauthorised Rally and
Police Misconduct

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 30
Anantapur: The ar-
rogance and unruly
behavior of YSR Con-
gress Party (YCP) lead-
ers seem unending,
whether in power or
out of it. On Monday
evening, several local
leaders and activists
of the party staged an
unauthorized protest
in the heart of Ananta-
pur city, creating pub-
lic inconvenience and
clashing with the po-
lice.The incident oc-
curred on Court Road,
one of the busiest
stretches in the city,
housing the District
Court, multiple police
stations, government
offices, and education-
al institutions.
During the peak
hours, YCP leaders
and supporters report-
edly took out a rally
from a former MLA’s
residence without pri-
or permission, alleg-
ing that police had
summoned the son of a
party corporator to the
station. As the demon-
strators blocked the
road and disrupted
traffic, Town CI Sri-
kant Yadav and Three-

Town CI Rajendranath
Yadav approached
them, questioning the
legality of their pro-
test. Their interven-
tion led to heated argu-
ments, with some YCP
leaders behaving ag-
gressively towards po-
lice officials.

Following the con-
frontation, DSP Srini-
vasa Rao rushed to the
location along with
several Circle Inspec-
tors and ordered im-
mediate action against
those involved in dis-
orderly conduct.Police
later confirmed that
cases had been regis-
tered against 23 identi-
fied individuals, in-
cluding former MLA’s
brother Anantha
Chandrara Reddy,
Mayor Vaseem, Depu-
ty Mayor Vasanti, and
several other YCP
leaders.

Authorities added
that additional names
may be included as the
investigation progress-
es.DSP Srinivasa Rao
stated, “No one will be
spared for causing
public inconvenience
or defying police or-
ders. Conducting ral-
lies or demonstrations

without prior permis-
sion violates the law,
and strict action will
follow against
offenders.”The inci-
dent comes at a politi-
cally sensitive time, as
local body elections
approach.

With little traction
among the public, YCP
leaders appear to be re-
sorting to disruptive
acts to maintain visi-
bility. Observers note
that similar incidents
occurred even when
the party was in power.
In August 2023, YCP
supporters reportedly
attacked excise offi-
cials and assaulted a
woman constable in-
side a police station af-
ter their associates
were detained for ille-
gal liquor sales.

The recent outburst,
marked by slogans and
unruly behavior, un-
derscores the growing
tension between YCP
local leadership and
law enforcement in
Anantapur. Police offi-
cials reiterated that
such acts would not be
tolerated and urged po-
litical parties to ob-
serve restraint during
election season.
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TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
on Monday handed over
a compensation cheque
of 1 crore to the family
of Excise Department
Head Constable
Pitcheshwara Rao, who
died accidentally while
on duty. The compensa-
tion was sanctioned un-
der the State Bank of
India (SBI) group insur-
ance scheme, imple-
mented following a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) between
the State Government
and SBI in March 2025.
This marks the first dis-
bursement made under

the scheme since its in-
ception.During the
event held at the Chief
Minister’s Camp Office
in Amaravati, Mr. Naidu
expressed his deep con-
dolences to the bereaved
family and assured full
government support. He
announced that eligible
family members of the
deceased official would
be provided employ-
ment on compassionate
grounds.

“The government
stands firmly with the
families of employees
who lay down their lives
in the line of duty,” the
Chief Minister stated.
Mr. Naidu also appreci-
ated the Excise Depart-
ment for its efforts in

Family of

reorganizing and
streamlining operations
within a short period af-
ter the current govern-
ment assumed office. He
commended the leader-
ship of Excise Minister
Kollu Ravindra and
Chief Secretary Muke-
sh Kumar Meena for
their contribution to the
department’s progress.
The Chief Minister
urged all officers to con-
tinue working with ded-
ication and integrity,
emphasizing that “the
health and well-being of
the public are more im-
portant than revenue
targets. ”"He directed the
Excise officials to en-
sure strict enforcement
against illicit liquor and

VIJAYAWADA

Ex(;ise

r

T

V0006

www.truepointnews.com

Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu Presents 1Crore Gompensation to
Head Gonstable

to initiate sustained
awareness campaigns
about the dangers of al-
cohol abuse.

The Chief Minister
noted that responsible
enforcement would not
only safeguard public
health but also enhance
the government’s credi-
bility Employee associa-
tion leaders lauded the
government for ensur-
ing welfare measures
for its staff through the
SBI SGSPS salary ac-
count-linked insurance
scheme.

They said the initia-
tive offers timely finan-
cial protection to fami-
lies of employees who
lose their lives while
serving the state. “This

program provides im-
mediate financial re-
lief and instills confi-
dence among
government employ-
ees,” they noted.
Excise Commission-
er Cherukuri Sridhar,
Enforcement Director
Rahul Dev Sharma, and
leaders of the Excise Of-
ficers’ Association, in-
cluding B. Narasimhu-
lu, K. Kameswara Rao,
Prabhakar Rao, and
Venkata Ramana, at-
tended the program.
The gathering con-
cluded with officials re-
affirming their commit-
ment to maintaining
efficiency, transparency,
and integrity in depart-
mental operations.

Guntur districtrecorded a13

per centdecline in overall crime

TPN Bureau | Dec.
30

AVijayawada: The
property offences and
open drinking viola-
tions increased, ac-
cording to police data
presented at the annu-
al crime review meet-
ing held on Monday.
District superinten-
dent of police Vakul
Zindal said the district
registered 8,937 cognis-
able offences in 2025,
down from 10,252 cases
in 2024. Fatal road ac-
cident cases dropped
sharply from 429 in
2024 to 322 in 2025,
while non-fatal acci-
dents also declined
from 615 to 572 cases.

Despite the overall

decline in crime, prop-
erty offences increased
marginally from 1,054
cases in 2024 to 1,090 in
2025. However, police
apprehended inter-
state gangs and recov-
ered stolen property
worth 11.88 crore. Re-
coveries were also
made in 176 pending
cases from previous
years, with the stolen
property returned to
victims. Rape cases
showed a decline, with
76 cases reported in
2025, while cybercrime
cases reduced from 113
in 2024 to 102 in 2025.
An amount of 1.47
crore was refunded to
cybercrime victims
during the year.

in 2025
7 g
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Convictions rose
sharply, with 72 cases
resulting in sentences
ranging from one
month to 20 years in
2025, compared to 28
cases in 2024. These in-
cluded two cases with
20-year imprisonment,
11 life imprisonment
cases, two 10-year sen-
tences, and five seven-
year sentences. Addi-
tionally, five
ganja-related cases re-
sulted in convictions.
Guntur district also
emerged as the state
leader in Lok Adalat
case disposal, with
7,634 cases settled in
2025, compared to 2,948
cases in 2024.

Open drinking cases
saw a steep rise. While
2024 recorded 151 cases
with 253 arrests, 2025
saw 2,157 cases regis-
tered with 3,367 ar-
rests. In addition, 1,398
persons were arrested
and booked for drunk
driving during the
year. In 2025, 91 ganja
cases were registered,
with 403 offenders in-

¥R tah bust

volved in selling, sup-
plying and consuming
ganja remanded. Po-
lice seized 221.992 kg
of dry ganja, 1.325 li-
tres of liquid ganja,
506 grams of synthetic
drugs, and several
transport vehicles.
Under the PD Act, 11
habitual offenders
were detained and
lodged in Rajahmun-
dry Central Jail. Police
also identified 13 pro-
fessional ganja offend-
ers and forwarded PIT
NDPS proposals to the
government. Traffic
enforcement was in-
tensified, with police
booking 65,502 motor
vehicle violations in
2025 and collecting
3.47 crore in fines
through e-challans. A
district task force, con-
stituted in September
2025, detected 65 cases,
arrested 307 persons,
and seized property
worth 46.21 lakh in
cases involving gam-
bling, brothels, drugs,
thefts and illegal trans-
portation of cattle.

NGO intervenes in killing of Stray Dogs

TPN Bureau |
cember 30, 2025

Vijayawada: Follow-
ing reports of the al-
leged mass Kkilling of
stray dogs through the
administration of le-
thal injections in parts
of Andhra Pradesh, an
NGO has sought the in-
tervention of the state
government to issue
standard operating
procedures (SOPs) and
guidelines to curb
what it termed an ille-
gal practice.

In a communication
addressed to the AP
Chief Secretary on
Monday, Gopal R. Sura-
bathula, founder-sec-
retary of the Kakina-
da-based Animal
Rescue Organisation,
alleged illegal killing
and unlawful reloca-
tion of stray dogs by
local bodies, and fail-
ure to implement the
Animal Birth Control
(Dogs) Rules, 2023 in
the state.

He referred to recent
incidents of mass Kkill-
ing of stray dogs at
Dondapudi village in
Gopalapuram mandal
of East Godavari dis-
trict and Velagaleru
village in G. Konduru
mandal of NTR dis-
trict, where local bod-

De-

ies allegedly caused
the death of several
dogs by administering
lethal injections.

He also alleged that
several local bodies
were illegally relocat-
ing dogs without desig-
nated shelters and, in
some instances, releas-
ing them into reserved
forest areas, posing a
serious threat to wild-
life and attracting vio-
lations of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.
Also Read - 15 Govern-
ment Schools Set For
Major Upgradation in
Nellore The organisa-
tion urged the state
government to issue a
government order cod-
ifying SOPs, jurisdic-
tional powers and re-
sponsibilities of urban
local bodies, district

societies for preven-
tion of cruelty to ani-
mals, veterinary offic-
ers and NGOs.

It also sought sus-
pension of all animal
birth control opera-
tions being carried out
without a valid Project
Recognition Certifi-
cate issued by the Ani-
mal Welfare Board of
India, and an audit of
all MoUs executed by
ULBs with NGOs for
ABC implementation.
Also Read - Satya Calls
for Collective Push To-
wards Healthy Andhra
Pradesh Referring to
recent Supreme Court
directions, Gopal said
stray dogs could be re-
located only to desig-
nated shelters after
proper sterilisation
and immunisation.

AP Govt Extends Liquor Sale, Bar Timings for New
Year Gelebrations

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30

Vijayawada: The
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has allowed an ex-
tension of liquor sale
and service hours across
the state on the eve of
New Year celebrations.
In amove aimed at facili-
tating smooth festivities
on December 31, 2025,
and January 1, 2026, the
government has granted
permission to keep liq-
uor retail outlets and
bars open for an extra
hour beyond their usual
timings.

As per the latest or-
ders issued by the Reve-
nue (Excise) Depart-
ment, liquor retail
shops, commonly known
as A4 outlets, have been
permitted to sell liquor
until midnight (12 a.m.)
on both December 31
and January 1. Similar-
ly, bars and other li-
censed establishments
will be allowed to serve
alcohol till 1 a.m. on Jan-
uary 1, enabling revel-
lers to celebrate the New
Year without disruption.
Principal Secretary
(Revenue-Excise) Peey-
ush Kumar issued a
memo conveying the de-
cision on Tuesday. The
directive applies to all

liquor retail shops and
licensed bars across
Andhra Pradesh, includ-
ing those operating un-
der different licence cat-
egories. According to
the memo, bars holding
2B licences and estab-
lishments having C1 (in-
house) licences, EP1
(event permit) licences,
and TD1 (in-house) li-
cences belonging to the
Andhra Pradesh Tour-
ism Development Corpo-
ration (APTDC) can con-
tinue liquor service

until 1 a.m. on the inter-
vening night of Decem-
ber 31 and January 1.
The extended hours are
intended exclusively for
New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day and will re-
vert toregular schedules
from January 2
onwards.

Officials clarified that
the decision was taken
to prevent overcrowding
and ensure an organised
flow of customers dur-
ing the festivities. Ex-
cise officers across dis-

tricts have been
instructed to monitor
compliance with the per-
mitted timings strictly.
Any violation or sale be-
yond the permissible
hours after January 1
will attract stern legal
action.

The Excise Depart-
ment is also coordinat-
ing with local police and
district administrations
to ensure public order,
prevent drunk driving,
and avoid any untoward
incidents during cele-

brations. Authorities
have urged bar owners
and event organisers to
maintain discipline and
follow safety and hy-
giene norms at their
premises.

The state govern-
ment’s relaxation is ex-
pected to give a boost to
hospitality and tourism
sectors, particularly in
cities such as Visakhapa-
tnam, Vijayawada, Tiru-
pati, and Kurnool, where
large-scale New Year
events are planned.

Sankranti Rush: South Central Railway Announces 11 More
Special Trains to Ease Passenger Congestion

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30
Vijayawada: With fes-
tive travel peaking
across Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh ahead
of Sankranti, the South
Central Railway (SCR)
has announced an addi-
tional set of special
trains to handle the
heavy passenger rush.
In a statement released
on Tuesday, SCR said
that 11 more special
trains will run between
major destinations
across the two states be-
tween January 7 and
January 12, 2026.
According to the an-
nouncement, these
trains will operate pri-
marily on high-demand
routes connecting Hy-
derabad, Vikarabad,
Kakinada, and Par-
vathipuram — regions
that witness significant
passenger movement
during the harvest festi-
val. The newly intro-
duced services include
Kakinada-Vikarabad,
Vikarabad-Par-
vathipuram,
Parvathipuram-Vi-
karabad,
Parvathipuram-Kaki-
nada Town,
Secunderabad-Par-
vathipuram, and
Kakinada Town-Vi-
karabad routes.

Additional Sankranti Special Trains
between various Destinations

In view of extra rush on account of ensuing
Sankranti Festival season, South Central Railway
to run 11 Additional Special Trains

Tr. No. From-To Dep Arr

07460 Kakinada Town — Vikarabad 18.20 - 08.00 (next day) -
07461 l Vikarabad — Parvatipuram 20.30 - 14.30 (next day)
oT462 l Parvatipuram — Vikarabad 18.30 11.30 (next day)
07463 Parvatipuram - Kakinada Town - 18.30 [ 01.00 (next day) -
07464 Secunderabad — Parvatipuram . 22.00 I 14.30 (next day)
07465 Parvatipuram - Secunderabad 18.30 - 10.00 (next day) -
07186 Kakinada Town — Vikarabad 16.45 . 07.00 (next day)
07185 Vikarabad — Kakinada Town 17.35 - 08.30 (next day)
o7187 l Vikarabad — Kakinada Town 19.00 | 11.00 (next day) .

09.01.2026 & 11.01.2026

07.01.2026 & 09.01.2026

Day of Service

08.01.2026

10.01.2026
12.01.2026
08.01.2026

09.01.2026

08.01.2026
10.01.2026

Each of these special
trains will consist of
multiple coach catego-
ries, including First AC,
Second AC, Third AC,
Sleeper, and Second
Class (General) coaches,
ensuring sufficient ca-
pacity for passengers
from all travel segments.
SCR officials added that
reservations for all the
special trains have al-
ready opened on the
IRCTC website and at all
railway reservation
counters. Railway au-
thorities expect a sub-
stantial rise in passen-

ger footfall during the
Sankranti week, as thou-
sands of people from ur-
ban centers travel back
to their hometowns in
coastal Andhra districts
and north coastal areas
such as Vizianagaram
and Srikakulam. Tradi-
tionally, Sankranti
marks one of the busiest
annual travel periods in
the region, with demand
for long-distance and
inter-district train ser-
vices nearly doubling
compared to regular
days. An SCR spokesper-
son said that the zonal

railway has been taking
proactive measures to
avoid overcrowding at
stations and onboard
trains. Additional staff
deployment, crowd mon-
itoring, and special tick-
et checking drives are
being arranged to en-
sure smooth operations.
The railway also urged
passengers to book their
tickets early and travel
with valid reservations
to avoid inconvenience.
The announcement
follows an earlier round
of Sankranti special
train declarations made

earlier this month. With
the latest addition of 11
trains, SCR aims to en-
sure comfortable travel
and better connectivity
for passengers return-
ing to Andhra Pradesh’s
towns and villages for
the festival. Railway of-
ficials further assured
that real-time updates
on train timings, plat-
forms, and seat availa-
bility would be continu-
ously provided through
official channels to keep
passengers informed
throughout the festive
period.
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Warden BhavaniAccused of BrutallyBeating Student at SC Girls’

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30
Bhupalpally: A dis-
turbing incident at the
SC Girls’ Gurukul in
Bhupalpally has trig-
gered outrage after alle-
gations surfaced that
the hostel warden, iden-
tified as Bhavani, bru-
tally assaulted a student
inside her room with a
stick. The shocking epi-
sode has drawn strong
condemnation from stu-
dent groups, parents,
and rights activists de-
manding immediate dis-
ciplinary and criminal
action against the ac-
cused warden.
According to reports,
the warden allegedly
summoned a student to
her quarters late in the

evening and beat her
ruthlessly with a stick,
leaving visible injuries.
Several students at the
residential school told
reporters that this was
not an isolated incident.
They claimed the war-
den frequently targeted
students, punishing
them harshly over trivi-
al matters and often us-
ing physical violence.
“She hits us every day
for small issues. We live
in constant fear,” one
student said.

The incident came to
light after the injured
student confided in her
classmates, who then
alerted student unions
and local activists. On
learning about the as-
sault, members of vari-

GurukulinBh

ous student organiza-
tions staged a protest in
front of the Gurukul
campus, demanding
that the district authori-
ties take strict action.
The protesters raised

slogans condemning the
warden’s actions and
called for her immediate
dismissal.

Youth leaders further
urged the District Col-
lector to order an impar-

tial inquiry and ensure
that the guilty official
faced both administra-
tive and criminal conse-
quences. “The warden
should be dismissed im-
mediately and booked

under relevant sections
of law for assault and
abuse of power,” the ac-
tivists demanded.

Some demonstrators
went so far as to suggest
that Bhavani deserves

exemplary punishment
for allegedly abusing
her authority to tor-
ment students entrusted
to her care.The District
Collector’s office has re-
portedly taken prior no-

tice of the protest and is
expected to initiate an
inquiry into the allega-
tions. Officials assured
that appropriate meas-
ures would be taken fol-
lowing the investigation
to ensure the safety and
mental well-being of the
students at the Gurukul.
Meanwhile, local police
have been urged to reg-
ister a formal case and
record statements from
the affected students.

The incident has reig-
nited discussions about
the need for monitoring
mechanisms and coun-
seling facilities in resi-
dential educational in-
stitutions to prevent
recurring instances of
corporal punishment
and abuse.

Journalists’RoleinSocialProgressisCommendable:

TPN Bureau | Bhee-
mili, December 30: The
role of journalists in
driving societal pro-
gress is invaluable and
deserves high apprecia-
tion, said TDP State Sec-
retary Ganta Nukaraju.
He was speaking at a
program organized at
the office of former min-
ister Ganta Srinivasa
Rao in Bheemili on
Tuesday, where diaries
and sweets were distrib-
uted to members of the
Smart City Reporters
Welfare Association
(SCRWA) Bheemili Unit.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Ganta Nukaraju
lauded journalists for
their relentless service
to society. He remarked
that journalism is one of
the few professions that
continues to uphold pub-
lic responsibility even in
the most challenging cir-
cumstances. “Journal-
ists risk their lives to
bring truth to the fore-
front and to keep citizens
informed about the reali-
ties around them,” he
said. “Their stories not
only reflect the state of
society but also awaken
public consciousness
and inspire collective de-

velopment. "He further
praised the Smart City
Reporters Welfare Asso-
ciation for its consistent
efforts toward journal-
ists’ welfare and profes-
sional growth. “The as-
sociation has been
actively supporting me-
dia professionals and en-
suring their well-being,”
Nukaraju added. He ex-
pressed hopes that the
association would con-
tinue to organize more
programs and welfare
initiatives in the future.

TDP State Secretary Ganta Nukaraju

GVMC 3rd Ward TDP

President Golagani Nar-
endra Kumar, who also
attended the event, said
that journalists act as
crucial links between
the government and the
public. “Their commit-
ment lies in promoting
public welfare and trans-
parency through honest
reporting,” he said, ac-
knowledging their essen-
tial role in democratic
governance.

Smart City Reporters
Welfare Association

President Bangaru
Ashok Kumar spoke
about the association’s
continuous efforts over
the past decade. He said
that SCRWA has been
working not just for jour-
nalists’ welfare but also
for their professional de-
velopment. “We organ-
ize refresher courses and
training programs to
nurture ethical and val-
ue-based journalism,”
Ashok noted.The event
concluded with the dis-
tribution of diaries and

sweets to association
members.

Treasurer Karri
Satyanarayana, Vice-
President M.P.A. Raju,
Secretary Ganapathi
Rao, Roja, and other sen-
ior journalists took part
in the program.The gath-
ering reflected mutual
respect between political
representatives and the
journalistic community
—recognizing the me-
dia’s essential role in so-
cietal awareness and
progress.

Telangana CM Revanth Reddy Offers Prayers
at Tirumala on Vaikuntha Ekadashi

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 30

Tirupati: Telangana
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on Tuesday
offered prayers at the sa-
cred Sri Venkateswara
Swamy Temple in Tiru-
mala on the auspicious
occasion of Vaikuntha
Ekadashi. The hill tem-
ple witnessed a heavy
influx of devotees since

early morning as the
Vaikunta Dwaram (the
divine gate to salvation)
was opened for the ten-
day annual festivities.
Revanth Reddy arrived
at Tirumala in the early
hours and was accorded
a warm reception by
senior officials of the
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD), the
autonomous body that

manages the world-re-
nowned temple.
Accompanied by tem-
ple authorities, the
Chief Minister had dar-
sanam of Lord Ven-
kateswara during the
early morning hours,
after which temple
priests conducted a spe-
cial archana and aashir-
vachanam (blessing cer-
emony).Following the

darshan, temple priests
presented the Chief
Minister with silk vas-
trams (ceremonial
robes) and prasadam at
Ranganayakula Manda-
pam, in keeping with
the traditional temple
protocol for visiting
dignitaries.

TTD Chairman and
Executive Officer
briefed the Chief Minis-
ter on the special ar-
rangements made for
Vaikuntha Ekadashi,
which marks one of the
most spiritually signifi-
cant days in the Hindu
calendar.The Vaikunta
Dwaram, a sacred pas-
sage believed to lead
devotees to ‘moksha’
(salvation), was opened
early Tuesday morning
amid Vedic chants and
the recitation of Vishnu
Sahasranamam.

Thousands of pil-
grims thronged the
premises to witness the
Swarnadwaram open-
ing ceremony, consid-
ered highly auspicious.
The unique ritual is ob-
served for ten consecu-
tive days each year, con-
cluding on January 8,
2026.TTD officials have
implemented extensive
crowd management and

security measures to en-
sure smooth conduct of
darshanam for devotees
throughout the festival
period.

Additional queues,
compartment arrange-
ments, and extended
hours for sarva dar-
shanam have been in-
troduced to accommo-
date the surge in
pilgrims from various
parts of the country. The
visit marks Revanth
Reddy’s first pilgrimage
to the sacred shrine af-
ter assuming charge as
Telangana’s Chief
Minister.

He later interacted
briefly with the temple
officials and expressed
gratitude for the ar-
rangements made for
devotees attending the
Vaikuntha Ekadashi
celebrations.The Tiru-
mala temple, dedicated
to Lord Venkateswara —
an incarnation of Lord
Vishnu - remains the
world’s richest and most
visited Hindu shrine.

The annual Vaikun-
tha Ekadashi celebra-
tions are regarded as a
spiritually uplifting ex-
perience for millions of
devotees seeking divine
blessings.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 30

Nandyal: In a heart-
wrenching incident
that has shaken
Nandyal district,
Andhra Pradesh, a
young mother and her
two children plunged
into the Srisailam
Right Branch Canal
(SRBC) near Gadive-
mula mandal in a sus-
pected case of family
suicide. After an ex-
tensive three-day
search operation, au-
thorities recovered
the bodies of the
mother and her elder
daughter on Tuesday,
while efforts continue
to locate the missing
infant.

According to police
reports, the deceased
has been identified as
Ella Lakshmi (23), a
resident of Ondutla
village in Gadivemula
mandal. Her two
daughters Vaishnavi
(2) and Sangeetha (4
months) were with
her at the time of the
incident. Local au-
thorities and emer-
gency rescue teams
began search opera-
tions immediately af-
ter receiving informa-
tion about the tragedy
on Sunday evening.

Officials confirmed
that Lakshmi’s body
and that of her elder
daughter were discov-
ered floating in the ca-
nal near Gadivemula
after three days of in-
tense efforts by the
fire department, po-
lice, and local volun-
teers. However, the
search for the infant is
still underway, with
rescue teams continu-
ing to scour down-
stream stretches of
the canal.

Preliminary investi-
gations suggest that
domestic disputes
may have driven Lak-
shmi to take the ex-
treme step. Police
sources revealed that
Lakshmi had married
Ramanaiah, a native
of the same village,
about four years ago
after a love affair. The
couple initially lived
in Pinnapuram vil-
lage of Panyam man-
dal, as their families
opposed the marriage.
Eventually, they re-
turned to their native
place after some
reconciliation.

However, neighbors
and relatives men-
tioned that frequent
quarrels had been tak-
ing place between the

Tragic Family Suicide in Nandyal:
Mother and Daughter Found Dead,
Search Continues for Infant

couple over family
and financial issues.
Distressed by ongoing
conflicts, Lakshmi re-
portedly left her house
with her daughters on
Sunday and never re-
turned. Later, locals
spotted personal be-
longings near the
SRBC canal, raising
suspicion and prompt-
ing an immediate
search operation.

Police have regis-
tered a case and begun
further inquiry into
the circumstances
surrounding the trag-
edy. Counseling and
support are being ar-
ranged for the be-
reaved family mem-
bers. Meanwhile,
officials have ap-
pealed to the public to
seek help and coun-
seling when facing do-
mestic or emotional
distress instead of re-
sorting to such irre-
versible steps.

This tragic episode
underscores the grow-
ing mental and emo-
tional strain faced by
young families and
the urgent need for ac-
cessible community
support and aware-
ness on mental health
and domestic conflict
resolution.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 30
Nandyal: The fa-
mous Srisailam Mall-
ikarjuna Swamy Tem-
ple witnessed a huge
influx of devotees on
the auspicious occa-
sion of Vaikuntha
Ekadashi. Thousands
of devotees, including
VIPs, thronged the
temple to offer prayers
to Lord Mallikarjuna
Swamy. In view of the
massive crowd, the
temple authorities and
police department put
in place strict security
and special arrange-
ments to ensure
smooth darshan and
crowd management.
In a significant de-
velopment, the Srisail-
am Devasthanam
Trust Board launched
a special initiative of-
fering free “Sparsha
Darshan” (touch dar-
shan) to members of
the Chenchu tribal
community. The pro-
gram was officially in-
augurated on Tuesday
by Temple Trust Board

Chairman Ramesh
Naidu and Executive

Srisailam Temple Launches Free
“Sparsha Darshan” for Chenchu

Tribals on Vaikuntha Ekadashi

Officer Srinivasa Rao.

As part of the inau-
gural event, around
100 Chenchu tribals
were given the rare op-
portunity to partici-
pate in the sacred
Sparsha Darshan of
Lord Mallikarjuna
Swamy.The Srisailam
temple and the Chen-
chu tribes share a deep
historical and spiritu-
al connection. Resid-
ing in the Nallamala
forest region sur-
rounding the temple,
the Chenchus have
been traditional guard-
ians and custodians of
the temple for centu-
ries. Recognizing their
long-standing associa-
tion and contributions,

£

the temple administra-
tion decided to honor
their heritage through
this special program.
The initiative has been
widely appreciated by
devotees and social or-
ganizations alike.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman
Ramesh Naidu stated
that the decision to
provide free Sparsha
Darshan to Chenchu
tribals was taken dur-
ing the temple’s recent
Trust Board meeting.
He further announced
that similar opportuni-
ties would be extended
once every month to
ensure continued par-
ticipation of the tribal
devotees.
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India’s Economyin 2025: Navigating Opportunity
and Uncertainty

As the curtain falls on 2025,
India’s economic narrative
stands out amid a backdrop
of global uncertainty and
shifting geopolitical winds.
The country’s performance
this year was marked by no-
table achievements — includ-
ing ascending to the position
of the world’s fourth largest
economy — and significant
challenges such as tariff
pressures, currency volatili-
ty, and uneven external de-
mand. India’s journey
through 2025 reflects resil-
ience, structural dynamism,
and a future oriented toward
inclusive growth. Yet, the
year also underscores areas
requiring strategic clarity,
sustained reform and policy
foresight.

1. The Milestone of
Becoming the Fourth

Largest Economy

One of 2025’s most widely
noted developments was In-
dia’s formal recognition as
the world’s fourth largest
economy by nominal GDP.
With an estimated output
nearing $4.2 trillion, India
surpassed one of the ad-
vanced economies it had long
trailed behind. This symbolic
and substantive achievement
speaks volumes about the
country’s growth momentum
over the last decade.

While nominal size is influ-
enced by exchange rates and
price levels, the sheer scale
of India’s economy, its ex-
panding domestic market,
and structural reforms —
such as simplified tax struc-
tures and investment inflows
— confirm its rising global
stature. This milestone is not
merely numerical; it signi-
fies India’s expanding foot-
print in the global economic
arena and positions it as a
central node for future trade,

investment and strategic
partnerships.

However, challenges re-
main. Per capita income in
India still lags significantly
behind advanced economies.
Growth at the aggregate level
therefore must translate into
meaningful improvements in
household incomes, job crea-
tion, and reductions in ine-
quality. This remains an un-
finished task as India
continues its climb.

2. Sustained Growth Amid
Global Headwinds

In a year defined by uneven
global expansion, India main-
tained a robust economic
growth trajectory. Domestic
demand proved resilient, and
growth estimates for 2025 26
hovered around the mid six
percent range. This is note-
worthy given the backdrop of
slowing global trade, rising
protectionism, and geopoliti-
cal tensions that have damp-
ened investment flows in oth-
er emerging economies.

A key strength has been In-
dia’s expansive service sector
— from information technol-
ogy to business process ser-
vices — which continued to
absorb labor and contribute
meaningfully to national in-
come. Private consumption,
buoyed by rural demand and
rising incomes, remained a
major driver. Government
capital expenditure and in-
frastructure investments also
played a stabilizing role, pre-
venting growth from deceler-
ating as external demand
softened.

This internal demand led
growth narrative resonated
well with policymakers and
economists alike, shifting
some focus away from export
dependence toward strength-
ening domestic markets and
supply chains.

3.The “Goldilocks” Episode
of Low Inflation

One of the defining macro-
economic themes of 2025 was
the significant easing of in-
flation. Consumer price infla-
tion dipped to historically
low levels at a time when
many major economies grap-
pled with persistent price
pressures. Ample supplies of
essential food items — facili-
tated by strong agricultural
outputs and improved logis-
tics — helped cushion food
inflation. Rationalization of
indirect taxes, including
goods and services tax adjust-
ments in some categories,
also played a role.

For policymakers, low in-
flation offered breathing
room. With prices stable,
monetary authorities had the
flexibility to consider sup-
portive measures aimed at
growth. Yet, extremely low
inflation also raises con-
cerns. It may mask underly-
ing demand weaknesses in
certain sectors or indicate

price troughs rather than
structural stabilization. Cen-
tral banks must therefore as-
sess whether such low infla-
tion is transitory or reflective
of deeper economic condi-
tions that need calibration.

4. Fiscal Discipline and
Revenue Dynamics

Fiscal dynamics in 2025
presented a balanced picture.
On the one hand, buoyant tax
collections — from both di-
rect and indirect sources —
helped narrow the fiscal defi-
cit at a time when public
expenditure remained high.
Strong revenue performance
reflected growing compli-
ance, enhanced tax adminis-
tration and the positive im-
pact of economic growth on
corporate and individual
incomes.

This fiscal strength was
critical. It provided the gov-
ernment with both the space
to continue financing capital
expenditure on infrastruc-
ture and services and the
credibility to maintain fiscal
discipline amid shifting glob-
al financial conditions. For
investors, this translated into
greater confidence in India’s
economic governance.

Still, sustaining revenue
growth while controlling ex-
penditure will be pivotal in
the coming years. This is es-
pecially true at a time when
strategic investments in
health, education and social
welfare are essential for in-
clusive growth.

5. Trade Policy: New
Agreements and Strategic
Outreach

In 2025, India made deci-
sive strides in its trade diplo-
macy. Multiple trade and
economic partnership agree-
ments were signed or acti-
vated with countries across

Europe, the Middle East and
Oceania. These agreements
seek to lower tariff barriers,
expand market access for In-
dian goods and services and
facilitate investment flows.

Such trade partnerships
align with India’s broader
strategy of diversifying ex-
port markets and reducing
reliance on any single trad-
ing bloc. By expanding its
global economic footprint,
India seeks to mitigate risks
associated with trade con-
centration and political
friction.

Though the benefits of
trade agreements often un-
fold over several years, these
strategic pacts signal India’s
intent to integrate more
deeply into global value
chains, enhance competitive-
ness and attract foreign capi-

tal in sectors from manufac-
turing to services.

6. External Pressures:
Tariffs, Rupee Volatility and
Trade Headwinds

Despite progress on trade
partnerships, 2025 was not
without external headwinds.
The imposition of elevated
tariffs, particularly by the
United States on certain In-
dian exports, posed challeng-
es for exporters in vulnerable
sectors. These tariff actions
disrupted traditional trade
flows and contributed to un-
certainty for businesses that
had longrelied on established
markets.

Simultaneously, the Indian
rupee experienced deprecia-
tion against the US dollar
during much of the year. Cur-
rency volatility was influ-
enced by capital outflows,
slowing foreign portfolio in-
vestments and shifting glob-
al interest rate expecta-
tions. While a weaker rupee
can sometimes enhance ex-
port competitiveness, it also
raises the cost of imports
— including critical inputs
like crude oil — and can
contribute to inflationary
pressures.

In navigating these pres-
sures, policymakers face a
nuanced challenge: balanc-
ing export incentives with
the need to ensure macroeco-
nomic stability and manage
external vulnerabilities.

7.Structural Reforms asa
Long Term Foundation

The macroeconomic out-
comes of 2025 were not mere-
ly the result of cyclical fac-
tors, but also structural
reforms undertaken over the
past decade. Labour market
reforms, enhanced ease of
doing business, changes in
the tax regime and measures
to attract foreign direct in-
vestment have all played a
role in shaping India’s eco-
nomic landscape.

Tax rationalization, includ-
ing adjustments to the goods
and services tax structure, is
intended to stimulate con-
sumption and incentivize
production. While short term
revenue implications were
evident, the long term objec-
tive remains strengthening
domestic demand and reduc-
ing distortions that previous-
ly hindered investment.

Similarly, efforts to sim-

plify regulatory frame-
works and promote digital
governance have improved
India’s business environ-
ment, making it more at-
tractive to both domestic
and global investors.

8. Socioeconomic
Challenges and Inequality

Despite macroeconomic
progress, India’s develop-
ment story continues to grap-
ple with enduring socioeco-
nomic challenges. Income
inequality remains a core
concern, with gains in
growth not uniformly dis-
tributed across regions or
demographic groups. Rural
economies, while showing
resilience, still face struc-
tural constraints in access
to markets, finance and
technology.

The informal sector —
which employs a significant
portion of the workforce —
continues to operate without
stable income safeguards,
leaving workers vulnerable
to economic shifts. Address-
ing such disparities requires
not only policy support for
job creation and skill devel-
opment, but also targeted in-
vestments in healthcare, edu-
cation and social protection
systems.

Achieving inclusive
growth demands that eco-
nomic success translate be-
yond national aggregates
into improved quality of life
and socioeconomic mobility
for all citizens.

9. Looking Ahead:
Opportunities and Priorities
for 2026

As India transitions into
2026, policymakers face a
dual mandate: sustaining
growth momentum while
managing risks that emerged
in 2025.

Key priorities include:

. Deepening domestic
market strength through in-
vestments in infrastructure,
digitalization and manufac-
turing capacity.

. Enhancing human
capital by focusing on educa-
tion, skills training and
healthcare accessibility.

. Diversifying export
markets and ensuring trade
agreements are effectively
operationalized to benefit In-
dian producers.

. Strengthening fiscal

frameworks that balance rev-
enue growth with critical
public investment.

. Managing currency
stability through prudent for-
eign exchange and macroeco-
nomic policy measures.

. Promoting sustain-
ability and resilience in sup-
ply chains to withstand glob-
al shocks.

With the right policy mix
and sustained commitment
to reform, India’s economic
prospects remain bright. In-
deed, the 2025 experience
demonstrates that while ex-
ternal conditions can be un-
predictable, India’s internal
economic engines — innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, hu-

man capital and demograph-
ic advantage — have the
potential to sustain growth in
the long term.

Conclusion: A Balanced

View of Progress and
Potential

India’s economic perfor-
mance in 2025 reflects a blend
of achievement and chal-
lenge. Becoming the fourth
largest economy is a testa-
ment to progress, but it also
illustrates the distance still to
travel in terms of inclusive
prosperity. Strong growth
and low inflation were en-
couraging, yet trade tensions
and currency dynamics of-
fered cautionary lessons.

Looking ahead, the nation
stands at a crossroads. By re-
inforcing structural founda-
tions, nurturing domestic ca-
pacities and engaging
confidently in global econom-
ic diplomacy, India can con-
vert 2025’s gains into long
lasting prosperity. Growth
must be deep, equitable and
sustainable — reaching far
beyond headline numbers
to touch the daily lives of
millions. If that vision
guides policy into 2026 and
beyond, India’s economic
narrative will not only be
one of resilience, but of
transformation.
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Centre Warns Online Platforms Against Hosting
lllegal Content, Urges Swift Action

The Union government has
issued a stern warning to ma-
jor online platforms to act de-
cisively against the spread of
illegal and harmful content,
highlighting growing con-
cerns over digital safety and
accountability. The directive
comes amid increasing scruti-
ny over the role of social me-
dia and digital intermediaries
in the proliferation of unlaw-
ful material and misinforma-
tion, as authorities push for
stricter enforcement of exist-
ing rules and a more responsi-
ble approach by technology
companies.

In a statement reiterating its
commitment to upholding law
and order in the online space,
the government emphasised
that platforms have a legal ob-
ligation to ensure that content
hosted on their services com-
plies with Indian laws. Offi-
cials pointed out that while the
internet has enabled unprece-
dented opportunities for com-
munication and commerce, it
has also facilitated the rapid
spread of content that can
threaten public safety, disrupt
social harmony or violate indi-
vidual rights.

The Centre’s warning fo-
cused on digital platforms that
host user generated content,
urging them to strengthen
their moderation policies and
adopt robust mechanisms to
promptly identify and remove
unlawful material. Authorities
stressed that platforms must
respond effectively to com-
plaints and legal notices, and
that failure to act could result
in regulatory action or loss of

intermediary protection under
Indian law.

Government representatives
highlighted that the Informa-
tion Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital Me-
dia Ethics Code) Rules require
social media companies and
online services to establish
clear grievance redressal sys-
tems, appoint compliance of-
ficers in India, and follow due
process for content removal
when required by law. These
obligations are designed to bal-
ance freedom of expression
with the larger public interest
and ensure accountability in
the digital ecosystem.

The warning comes amid
broader efforts by the govern-
ment to tackle online harms,
including cybercrime, hate
speech, deepfakes, fraudulent
schemes and content that in-
cites violence or discrimina-

tion. Officials noted that while
many platforms have made im-
provements in content moder-
ation, persistent challenges
remain, particularly with re-
gard to emerging technologies
and encrypted messaging ser-
vices that make oversight
more complex.

Industry representatives
welcomed the dialogue with
the government but also un-
derscored the need for greater
clarity and collaboration. They
indicated that technology com-
panies are investing in ad-
vanced tools, artificial intelli-
gence and human review
processes to detect and take
down prohibited material, but
urged that enforcement frame-
works should be predictable
and aligned with global best
practices to avoid unintended
consequences for legitimate
speech.

Legal experts observing the
development said that the cur-
rent regulatory approach aims
to strike a balance between
protecting digital freedoms
and addressing real harms.
They noted that evolving juris-
prudence and policy responses
across the world reflect similar
tensions as countries seek to
hold platforms accountable
without stifling innovation or
free expression.

The Centre’s warning serves
as a reminder that online plat-
forms, while powerful enablers
of connectivity, also carry a re-
sponsibility to uphold legal
and ethical standards. As digi-
tal engagement continues to
grow, the emphasis on account-
ability and safety is likely to
shape ongoing discussions be-
tween regulators, platforms
and civil society on the future
of the internet in India.

Bangladesh Mourns Former Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia, Pioneering Female Leader

Bangladesh is mourning the
passing of Khaleda Zia, a tow-
ering political figure and for-
mer Prime Minister, who died
at the age of 80 after a pro-
longed illness. She had been
admitted to Evercare Hospital
in Dhaka in recent weeks, bat-
tling multiple health issues,
including infections affecting
her heart and lungs as well as
pneumonia. Her health had
gradually deteriorated due to
chronic conditions linked to
age.

Khaleda Zia was the first
woman to serve as Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh, holding
office in two non-consecutive
terms from 1991 to 1996 and
2001 to 2006. Her tenure over-
saw significant political transi-
tions, including the shift from
a presidential to a parliamen-
tary system of governance.
She played a pivotal role in
shaping Bangladesh’s policies
and navigating the country
through critical periods of its
modern development.

Her political journey began
in the aftermath of her hus-
band, President Ziaur Rah-
man’s assassination. Rising to

prominence in a male-domi-
nated political landscape, she
led the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and became a cen-
tral figure in national politics.
For decades, she and her long-
time rival, Sheikh Hasina,
dominated the political arena,
often amid intense rivalry and
ideological differences.

Zia’s leadership emphasized
national sovereignty and re-
gional diplomacy. During her
tenure, she took firm stances
on issues of connectivity,
trade, and transit rights, shap-
ing Bangladesh’s relations

with neighbouring countries,
including India. Her approach
to governance reflected a blend
of resilience and pragmatism,
which earned her both domes-
tic and international
recognition.

In response to her passing,
the Bangladesh government
declared three days of state
mourning and announced a
public holiday on the day of
her funeral. Citizens were
urged to observe the mourning
period respectfully to honour
her legacy.

Tributes poured in from

across the region. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi acknowledged her as a
resilient democratic leader
who contributed significantly
to Bangladesh’s development
and to India-Bangladesh rela-
tions. Leaders from other
neighbouring countries also
extended condolences, high-
lighting the impact of her long
and influential political
career.

Khaleda Zia’s legacy is mul-
tifaceted. She is remembered
for her resilience, leadership,
and pioneering role as a female
political figure in South Asia.
At the same time, her tenure
was marked by controversies
and challenges that shaped the
nation’s political discourse.
Nonetheless, her place in his-
tory as a central figure in mod-
ern Bangladesh and as a trail-
blazer for women in leadership
remains undisputed.

Her passing marks the end
of a defining chapter in Bang-
ladesh’s political history, leav-
ing a lasting imprint on the
country’s governance, region-
al diplomacy, and the evolution
of democracy in South Asia.

Who Is Aviva Baig? The DelhiWoman Set to Marry

Aviva Baig has become a
subject of national interest fol-
lowing the announcement of
her upcoming marriage to
Raihan Vadra, the son of Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra and Rob-
ert Vadra. The engagement
has drawn widespread atten-
tion, not just because of the
prominence of the Vadra-Gan-
dhi family in Indian political
and social circles, but also due
to Aviva’s own unique back-
ground and accomplishments.

Aviva Baig hails from Delhi,
where she spent her formative
years and completed her edu-
cation. Known for her academ-
ic prowess, she pursued higher
studies with a focus on arts
and humanities, though spe-
cific details about her institu-
tions or specialisation have
largely remained private, in
keeping with her generally low
public profile prior to this
news.

Professionally, Aviva is de-
scribed as a creative and cul-
turally inclined individual.
She has been associated with
projects related to arts, design
and cultural initiatives, often
blending traditional aesthetics
with modern sensibilities.
Friends and acquaintances

——

characterize her as someone
with a keen eye for detail and a
deep appreciation for heritage
and artistic expression.
Despite the spotlight now on
her personal life, Aviva has
maintained a relatively private
presence on social media and
in public forums. She is not
known to seek public atten-
tion, and her circle of close
friends and family describe
her as grounded, thoughtful
and warm hearted — qualities
that have reportedly endeared
her to Raihan and his extended

Raihan Vadra

family.

Her engagement to Raihan
Vadra has brought her into the
public eye, especially given the
prominent political legacy of
the Gandhi family. Raihan, the
eldest son of Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and Robert Vadra, has
largely stayed away from the
political limelight, focusing in-
stead on personal pursuits and
maintaining a discreet public
image. The couple’s announce-
ment has sparked interest
across social media and news
platforms, with many congrat-

ulating them on this new
chapter.

Aviva’s entry into a family
that has been central to Indian
politics for decades adds a
fresh narrative to public dis-
cussions about the personal
lives of political families.
While she is not a public figure
in the traditional sense, her as-
sociation with Raihan has led
to curiosity about her person-
ality, background and future
pursuits.

As the wedding plans take
shape, much of the focus has
been on how Aviva and Raihan
will balance personal aspira-
tions with public expectations.
Their relationship, rooted in
mutual respect and shared val-
ues, continues to capture atten-
tion — not as a political state-
ment, but as a story of two
individuals stepping forward
together.

Aviva Baig’s journey from a
private life in Delhi to becom-
ing part of one of India’s most
talked about families is a re-
minder of how personal mile-
stones can resonate broadly in
the public imagination, espe-
cially when they intertwine
with legacy, tradition and con-
temporary Indian society.
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India Upholds Artistic Freedom Amid
China’s Criticism of Battle of Galwan

India has reaffirmed the
importance of artistic free-
dom following criticism
from Chinese state media
regarding the upcoming
Bollywood film Battle of
Galwan. The movie, star-
ring Salman Khan, is based
on the 2020 violent clash be-
tween Indian and Chinese
troops in the Galwan Valley
of eastern Ladakh, where
Colonel Bikkumalla San-
tosh Babu and 19 other In-
dian soldiers were killed.
The incident, which marked
one of the most serious con-
frontations along the Line
of Actual Control in recent
years, remains a sensitive
subject in both countries.
Government sources em-
phasised that filmmakers
are free to portray historical
events under creative ex-
pression and that the state
does not dictate cinematic
content.

Chinese media had
strongly criticised the film’s
teaser, claiming it presented
a distorted, one-sided ac-
count of the Galwan clash.
The commentary suggested
that the depiction exagger-
ated the events and unfairly
blamed China for the con-
frontation, asserting that
Indian troops were respon-
sible for crossing the Line
of Actual Control. India

firmly rejected these claims,
clarifying that the film rep-
resents the creative vision
of its makers rather than
the government’s official po-
sition. Officials highlighted
that cinematic portrayals of
real events are an expres-
sion of artistic freedom,
which is constitutionally
protected in India.

Officials also clarified
that the government is not
involved in producing the
film and that those seeking
factual clarity about the
clash can approach the Min-
istry of Defence. They point-
ed out that Indian cinema
has a long-standing tradi-
tion of depicting significant
military engagements, in-
cluding earlier wars such as
the 1962 Sino-Indian conflict
and other border confronta-
tions. These films often
blend factual events with
dramatization, reflecting
the filmmaker’s interpreta-
tion while paying tribute to
the bravery and sacrifices
of soldiers.

The controversy sur-
rounding Battle of Galwan
underscores the tension be-
tween creative expression
and international sensitivi-
ties. While filmmakers aim
to tell compelling stories,
the reception of such films
by foreign governments and

media can sometimes esca-
late into diplomatic or po-
litical discourse. India’s re-
sponse emphasised that
artistic narratives should
not be conflated with state
policy or used as a measure
of diplomatic stance.

As the film’s release ap-
proaches, the debate has
drawn attention to the
broader issue of how na-
tions perceive historical and
contemporary events in pop-
ular culture. Indian authori-
ties have reiterated that cin-
ema remains a platform for
independent storytelling
and that filmmakers should
continue to have the free-
dom to depict events they
consider important. The
statement reinforces India’s
commitment to protecting
artistic expression, even
when creative portrayals in-
tersect with sensitive geopo-
litical contexts, ensuring
that filmmakers can contin-
ue to craft narratives that
resonate with audiences
without fear of censorship.

This approach highlights
the delicate balance be-
tween respecting historical
accuracy, exercising crea-
tive freedom, and navigat-
ing international sensitivi-
ties, asserting that in India,
storytelling remains a pro-
tected form of expression.

PM Modi Holds Pre-Budget Meeting
with Economists to Shape Union
Budget Strategy

New Delhi — Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi con-
vened a crucial session with
leading economists and sec-
toral experts at NITI Aayog
as part of preparations for
the Union Budget 2026 27,
highlighting the govern-
ment’s consultative ap-
proach to fiscal planning.
The discussion, under the
theme “Aatmanirbharta and
Structural Transformation:
Agenda for Viksit Bharat”,
brought together distin-
guished voices from academ-
ia, finance, and policy to pro-
vide insights ahead of the
budget presentation sched-
uled for February 1.

In his remarks, the Prime
Minister emphasised align-
ing policy and budgeting
with India’s long-term devel-
opment vision for 2047, when
the country aims to become
fully developed. He called for
mission-mode reforms
across sectors to sustain
growth, enhance global com-
petitiveness, and build
world-class capabilities.
Modi highlighted structural
transformation, deeper inte-

gration into global markets,
and the importance of posi-
tioning India as a hub of
skilled talent in the interna-
tional workforce.

The discussion under-
scored how the idea of Vik-
sit Bharat has become a
shared aspiration among
citizens. The Prime Minister
noted that economic strate-
gy must account for evolv-
ing patterns in education,
consumption, and mobility
as part of India’s journey to-
ward a prosperous future.

Economists present at the
meeting offered recommen-
dations on multiple aspects
of economic policy, includ-
ing improving productivity,
strengthening infrastruc-
ture, boosting household
savings, and leveraging cut-
ting-edge technologies such
as artificial intelligence and
digital public infrastructure
to drive growth across
sectors.

Senior officials from NITT
Aayog, including Vice
Chairman Suman Bery and
CEO BVR Subrahmanyam,
participated alongside other

experts. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, re-
sponsible for presenting the
budget, also attended, high-
lighting the collaborative
nature of the consultation.

The meeting reflects a
broader pattern of stake-
holder engagement by the
government as part of the
annual pre-budget consulta-
tion process. Such interac-
tions aim to gather expert
views on economic challeng-
es, investment priorities,
and reform measures to sup-
port key sectors such as
manufacturing, agriculture,
and services.

As India prepares to un-
veil the Union Budget for
2026 27, the consultation at
NITI Aayog reinforces the
government’s commitment
to inclusive policy formula-
tion. By bringing together
diverse expertise, the ad-
ministration seeks to ensure
that the upcoming fiscal
roadmap addresses immedi-
ate economic needs while
laying a foundation for sus-
tainable and equitable
growth in the years ahead.
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Russia Deploys Nuclear-Capable
Oreshnik Missiles Amid Rising
Geopolitical Tensions

Russia has officially announced that
its nuclear-capable Oreshnik missile
system has entered active service, a
development that has intensified glob-
al security concerns as the Ukraine
conflict continues with fragile peace
negotiations.

The announcement came following
a ceremony in Belarus, where the in-
termediate-range hypersonic missile
systems have been deployed. Belaru-
sian authorities confirmed the arrival
of the Oreshnik missiles, which Rus-
sia claims will strengthen its strategic
deterrence. Russian President
Vladimir Putin had previously indi-
cated that the Oreshnik system would
become operational before the end of
2025, linking its deployment to Rus-
sia’s broader military posture and
warning that Moscow could escalate
operations if Ukraine and its Western
allies reject key Kremlin demands
during ongoing peace talks.

The Oreshnik — named after the
Russian word for “hazelnut tree” — is
a mobile intermediate-range ballistic
missile system capable of carrying
both nuclear and conventional war-
heads. It reportedly has a range of up
to 5,000 kilometres, potentially reach-
ing strategic targets across Europe.
The missile’s hypersonic speed and
manoeuvrability make it difficult for
existing defence systems to intercept,
according to Russian officials.

The missile system’s operationalisa-
tion comes at a crucial moment in the
Ukraine conflict, as negotiators and
international mediators seek a break-
through in peace discussions. While
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talks have seen limited progress, disa-
greements remain over territorial
control and the status of key regions.

Belarus hosting Russian nuclear-
capable missiles underscores deep
military cooperation between the two
nations. Analysts note that placing
such weapons beyond Russia’s bor-
ders — closer to NATO territories —
represents a significant strategic
shift, prompting concern among West-
ern defence planners. Reports suggest
that up to 10 Oreshnik units may be
stationed within Belarusian territory;,
though official numbers have not
been disclosed.

Moscow argues that the deployment
serves as a deterrent against per-
ceived Western escalation, including
the presence of long-range missiles by
NATO members. While supporters of
the system emphasise national secu-
rity and strategic necessity, critics
warn that the move could heighten
tensions in Eastern Europe and com-
plicate diplomatic efforts toward
peace.

The deployment of the Oreshnik
missile system highlights Russia’s de-
termination to maintain a credible
nuclear deterrent while signalling its
strategic priorities on the global
stage. As European capitals and
Washington closely monitor the situ-
ation, the operationalisation of these
missiles marks a significant moment
in the evolving security landscape,
carrying serious implications for
global strategic stability and the fu-
ture trajectory of the Ukraine
conflict.

All Eyes on Tarique Rahman as
Successor to Khaleda Zia and Leader
of BNP’s Next Chapter

Bangladesh’s political landscape is
poised for a major transition following
the death of veteran leader and for-
mer Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, as
attention increasingly centres on her
son Tarique Rahman to lead the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) into a
new era. The development comes at a
critical time, with national elections
scheduled for February 2026 and deep
questions about the future direction
of one of the country’s oldest political
parties.

Tarique Rahman, 60, has been serv-
ingas the acting chairman of the BNP
for several years, effectively oversee-
ing party affairs from abroad and later
in Bangladesh following his return
from exile earlier this month. With his
celebrated homecoming just days be-
fore his mother’s death, there has been
no serious internal challenge to his
leadership position, and party insid-
ers and political analysts alike see
him as the de facto successor to Khale-
da Zia’s legacy.

Rahman’s ascent comes as Bangla-
desh mourns the loss of Khaleda Zia,
a towering figure who dominated the
nation’s politics for decades and was
known for her fierce rivalry with Awa-
mi League leader Sheikh Hasina. Her
leadership shaped the nation’s politi-
cal culture and electoral battles for
years, earning her a place among the
most influential figures in Bangla-
desh’s modern history.

Supporters view Tarique Rahman
as the natural heir to his mother’s po-
litical vision. He is widely expected to
be the BNP’s prime ministerial candi-

date if the party succeeds in next
year’s elections. Having lived in Lon-
don for nearly 17 years following po-
litical and legal controversies in the
late 2000s, Rahman returned to Dhaka
in late December 2025. Shortly after
his arrival, he completed national
identity registration formalities, a key
step toward contesting in parliamen-
tary elections.

Rahman has articulated a vision for
Bangladesh that emphasises demo-
cratic renewal, national unity and so-
cio economic development. In early
public statements, he reaffirmed his
commitment to democratic principles
and spoke about inclusive governance,
signalling his intent to chart a new po-
litical course while preserving the tra-
ditions of his party.

However, his leadership ambitions
are not without controversy. Critics
point to the turbulent political history
of the BNP and Rahman’s own past —
including corruption allegations that
have dogged him for years — as poten-
tial points of contention in the run up
to elections. Supporters counter that
he represents continuity and stability
for a party that has long relied on the
Zia family’s leadership.

With national elections on the hori-
zon, Tarique Rahman’s role will be
pivotal not only for the BNP’s electoral
prospects but also for Bangladesh’s
broader political future. As the party
prepares for its next chapter, all eyes
are on its new figurehead to see wheth-
er he can fulfil the legacy of his moth-
er and reshape the political trajectory
of the nation.

GLOBAL

A prominent United
States foreign policy think
tank has warned of the
possibility of renewed
armed conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan in 2026,
largely driven by escalat-
ing terrorist activity and
unresolved regional ten-
sions. The report, com-
piled from a survey of
American foreign policy
experts, highlighted South
Asia as one of several
global flashpoints that
could see increased vio-
lence in the coming year.

According to the assess-
ment, there is a moderate
likelihood that heightened
militant attacks and cross
border terrorism could
trigger military confronta-
tion between New Delhi
and Islamabad. The think
tank emphasised that even
limited incidents involv-
ing non state actors can
rapidly escalate due to the

fraught history and sensi-
tive security dynamics be-
tween the two nuclear
armed neighbours.

The warning comes
against the backdrop of
the short but intense mili-
tary face off in May 2025,
which saw both countries
engage in a series of drone
and missile exchanges.
The confrontation fol-
lowed a deadly terror at-
tack in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pahalgam region
that left dozens of civil-
ians dead. In response, the
Indian army launched a
targeted cross border op-
eration to dismantle ter-
ror camps. Pakistan, in
turn, attempted to strike
both military and civilian
targets using armed
drones, although these in-
cursions were largely neu-
tralised. The escalating
hostilities eventually led
to a ceasefire agreement

after several days of ex-
change along the Line of
Control.

The report noted that
while a ceasefire remains
in place, tense rhetoric
from either side and ongo-
ing militant threats could
undermine stability. In-
telligence inputs cited in
the analysis indicate
that over 30 militants
from Pakistani territory
are believed to be active
in the Jammu region
this winter, raising con-
cerns about potential
provocations.

In addition to the India-
Pakistan risk, the report
also flagged a separate but
related flashpoint involv-
ing Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, where renewed cross
border attacks could trig-
ger armed clashes. While
this scenario is deemed of
lower impact compared to
the India-Pakistan risk, it
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US Think Tank Warns of Possible India-Pakistan
Conflictin 2026 Amid Terror Threat Concerns
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underscores broader re-
gional instability and the
interconnected nature of
security threats in South
Asia.

The warning has drawn
attention from policymak-
ers and analysts alike,
who underscore the need
for robust diplomatic en-
gagement and strength-
ened counter terror co-
operation to prevent
escalation. Regional se-
curity experts empha-
sise that military con-
frontation between India
and Pakistan would have
severe implications far
beyond the immediate
theatre, given both coun-
tries’ nuclear capabili-
ties and extensive mili-
tary resources.

India and Pakistan have
historically oscillated be-
tween periods of confron-
tation and negotiated
ceasefires, often influ-

enced by domestic politi-
cal pressures, militant ac-
tions, and international
diplomatic interventions.
The report suggests that
without sustained efforts
to address the root causes
of terrorism and renewed
diplomatic initiatives, the
risk of renewed hostilities
remains a real concern.

As 2026 approaches, ob-
servers note that both gov-
ernments — alongside in-
ternational partners
— will need to prioritise
conflict prevention strate-
gies, strengthen intelli-
gence sharing, and sup-
port peace mechanisms to
mitigate the likelihood of
an armed clash. The
spectre of renewed con-
flict looms large, remind-
ing the world of the frag-
ile security equilibrium
that continues to shape
South Asia’s geopolitical
landscape.

US Politician’s Son Calls for Complete H 1B Visa Ban
Amid Severe Stamping Delays Affecting Indian Workers

As prolonged delays in H
1B visa stamping continue
to disrupt the lives and ca-
reers of hundreds of Indi-
an professionals, Nalin Ha-
ley, son of former United
Nations ambassador and
Republican leader Nikki
Haley, has sparked fresh
controversy by calling for
acomplete ban on the H1B
visa programme. His com-
ments have reignited de-
bate over immigration pol-
icy and the ongoing
challenges faced by skilled
foreign workers trying to
return to the United States.

The controversy arises
amid widespread frustra-
tion over severe backlogs
in visa appointment sched-
ules at U.S. consulates in
India. Many H 1B visa
holders, including tech
workers and other profes-
sionals, travelled to India
this year for mandatory
stamping appointments—
required to re-enter the
United States—but were
informed that their inter-
view dates had been post-
poned by several months.
In numerous cases, ap-
pointments originally
scheduled for early 2026
have been pushed as late as
March or April, leaving ap-
plicants stranded in India
and unable to return to
their American jobs.

In a social media post,
Nalin Haley stated that the
delays were insufficient
and argued that the H 1B
programme should be en-
tirely eliminated, claiming
that some governments
raise the issue only to pro-
tect remittance flows rath-
er than address worker
hardship. He wrote that
workers “can’t be stranded
in their own country” and

characterised the pro-
gramme as harmful to do-
mestic labour markets. His
tone and stance have
drawn sharp criticism,
particularly given his fam-
ily’s political background
and his previous hardline
remarks on immigration
policy.

The Indian government
has formally raised con-
cerns with U.S. authorities
about the visa scheduling
disruptions. New Delhi’s
Ministry of External Af-
fairs noted that multiple
Indian nationals have
faced “extended hard-
ships” due to delays in
scheduling or reschedul-
ing interviews, affecting
not only workers but also
students and dependents.
Officials emphasise that
such visa matters are with-
in the sovereign jurisdic-

tion of the issuing country
but have engaged with U.S.
counterparts to seek reso-
lutions and minimise ad-
verse impacts.

The backlog has also
been linked to changes in
U.S. consular procedures,
including expanded social
media vetting of visa ap-
plicants, a move aimed at
enhanced security screen-
ing. The additional scruti-
ny has increased process-
ing times, resulting in
postponed appointments
across various visa catego-
ries, including H 1B and H
4 dependent visas. Immi-
gration lawyers advise
that these new vetting
measures are behind
much of the scheduling
chaos and have urged af-
fected individuals to
avoid travel until ap-
pointments are defini-

tively confirmed.

The delays have pro-
found implications for
companies that rely on H
1B talent, particularly in
technology and special-
ised fields. Many employ-
ers have warned that pro-
longed absences or
inability to return could
strain project timelines,
disrupt operations, and
prompt reconsideration of
hiring strategies. Some
U.S. firms have reportedly
cautioned their staff
against international trav-
el to avoid losing access to
work authorisation.

Critics of Nalin Haley’s
call for a ban argue that
eliminating the H 1B pro-
gramme would harm busi-
nesses that depend on for-
eign expertise and
undercut international
collaboration. They em-

phasise that the visa back-
log stems from procedural
changes rather than an
inherent flaw in the sys-
tem itself and that coordi-
nation between govern-
ments, industry, and
consular services is need-
ed to resolve bottlenecks
without dismantling es-
sential migration
pathways.

As 2026 approaches, the
H 1B controversy remains
unresolved, reflecting
broader debates on immi-
gration policy, skilled la-
bour mobility, and the bal-
ance between national
security and economic
needs. Government en-
gagements and public dis-
course triggered by these
visa challenges are ex-
pected to shape future pol-
icy directions in both the
United States and India.
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ECONOMY

Record IP0 Year in India Sees New Age and Financial Firms
Leading Fundraising; Momentum to Continue in 2026

India’s primary capital mar-
kets witnessed an exceptional
year in 2025, as companies across
sectors tapped public markets
like never before, marking one of
the most active initial public of-
fering (IPO) cycles in the coun-
try’s history. Fundraising re-
mained robust, driven by strong
interest from both domestic and
institutional investors, with new
age companies and financial ser-
vices firms dominating the
landscape.

Data from market analysts
show that hundreds of compa-
nies launched IPOs in 2025, with
listed issues collectively raising
nearly two trillion rupees. Finan-
cial services emerged as the
dominant segment, accounting
for the largest share of capital
raised. This category featured
significant participation from
non banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs), asset managers,
insurers and digital financial
platforms, highlighting investor
confidence in India’s expanding
financial ecosystem.

Among the prominent main-
board offerings during the year
were large ticket issues from
marquee financial players that
ranked among the biggest funds
mobilised in India’s public mar-
kets. These large cap entries
helped propel overall ITPO fund-
raising totals to record levels,
underscoring the appeal of es-
tablished financial names and
the depth of investor appetite
for growth oriented businesses.

Beyond financial services,
other segments such as manu-
facturing, industrials, technol-
ogy, healthcare and consumer

products also attracted substan-
tial interest. Technology and
digital platforms, including sev-
eral new age internet and con-
sumer technology firms, con-
tributed significantly to total
issuance, reflecting sustained
investor enthusiasm for innova-
tion led growth stories. Health-
care and consumer durable com-
panies further diversified the
market, indicating broad struc-
tural demand across economic
sectors.

Small and medium enterprise
(SME) listings also played a
critical role in the fundraising
environment, with a substan-
tial number of smaller compa-
nies choosing to list on special-
ized platforms. This
proliferation of SME issues re-
flects broader participation

across the economic spectrum,
where early stage and mid tier
enterprises are increasingly us-
ing public equity to support ex-
pansion and growth
ambitions.

Looking ahead to 2026, ana-
lysts expect the IPO pipeline to
remain strong, supported by a
healthy roster of companies at
various stages of preparation
for market entry. Financial ser-
vices, manufacturing and infra-
structure linked sectors are ex-
pected to continue dominating
new issuances, while consump-
tion oriented and technology
led firms are likely to sustain
investor interest.

However, experts also note
that IPO activity in 2026 could
be more calibrated compared to
the peak enthusiasm seen in

2025. With market conditions
evolving, issuers may focus on
valuation discipline and quali-
ty of fundamentals to attract
long term investors. Nonethe-
less, the strong momentum
built this year has laid the
groundwork for continued en-
gagement with primary mar-
kets, positioning India’s IPO
ecosystem for another active
year.

Overall, 2025 proved to be a
milestone year for India’s IPO
market, with diverse sectors
raising unprecedented capital
and new age companies emerg-
ing as major contributors. As
the country enters 2026, the
combination of a rich pipeline
and sustained investor interest
suggests continued vibrancy in
public market fundraising.

REC and PFC Seen as Attractive Picks for 2026
Amid Dividend Trends and Valuation Opportunities

Shares of several public sector
enterprises in India experienced
mixed performance in 2025, with
some major names outperform-
ing while others lagged. Among
the underperformers were REC
Ltd. (RECL) and Power Finance
Corporation (PFC), which saw
their share prices decline by
roughly 29 per cent and 22 per
cent respectively over the year.
The underperformance prompt-
ed investors to reassess valua-
tions and potential long term op-
portunities, particularly in the
power and infrastructure fi-
nance segments.

Despite the decline, market
analysts believe both RECL and
PFC present attractive invest-
ment opportunities for 2026. Val-
uations at current levels are
seen as compelling, especially
when combined with healthy
dividend yields. Analysts sug-
gest that both stocks could de-
liver 15-20 per cent upside over
time if the companies continue
to execute effectively on their
core operations.

From a financial performance
perspective, both companies re-
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ported modest shifts in quarter-
ly metrics. RECL’s consolidated
net profit dipped slightly com-
pared with the previous year,
while revenue from operations
grew modestly. Similarly, PFC
posted a small decline in net
profit alongside stronger reve-
nue growth. These results reflect
resilient operations amid cycli-
cal headwinds in infrastructure
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and power financing, offering
context to the investor caution
that affected share prices during
the year.

Dividend payments have been
a positive aspect for sharehold-
ers. In 2025, RECL distributed
dividends five times, while PFC
also paid out in five install-
ments. These distributions rein-
force the companies’ focus on

returning capital to sharehold-
ers and provide appeal for in-
come-oriented investors seeking
stable yields, even in a volatile
market environment.

Looking ahead, analysts ex-
pect both companies to benefit if
credit growth in the infrastruc-
ture and power sectors picks up
and if broader economic condi-
tions remain supportive. Their
strategic positioning in govern-
ment-backed sectors provides
enduring opportunities, and sus-
tained operational performance
could underpin a rebound in in-
vestor interest and valuations
through 2026.

Overall, while 2025 posed chal-
lenges for REC Ltd. and PFC
shares, their combination of at-
tractive valuations, solid divi-
dends, and sectoral relevance
has drawn attention from ana-
lysts and long-term investors.
Market watchers see these pub-
lic sector enterprises as poten-
tial beneficiaries of a stable eco-
nomic environment in the year
ahead, with the possibility of
delivering both capital apprecia-
tion and income to investors.

Gold and Silver Enter 2026 With Strong Fundamentals but Likely
Consolidation Ahead

Gold and silver closed out 2025
having delivered some of the
most remarkable performances
across global commodity mar-
kets, but analysts suggest that
2026 may be characterized by a
period of consolidation rather
than another sharp rally. In 2025,
gold prices surged significantly,
driven by heightened safe-haven
demand amid geopolitical ten-
sions, persistent inflation con-
cerns, and weakening curren-
cies in several emerging
markets. Silver’s performance
was even more impressive, out-
pacing most other asset classes
due to strong investor interest
and industrial demand.

In India, both gold and silver
reached record levels on domes-
tic exchanges, supported by fes-
tival buying, investment de-
mand, and safe-haven flows.
Silver, in particular, benefited
from robust industrial demand
across sectors such as clean en-
ergy, electronics, and electric ve-
hicles, which reinforced its dual
role as both an investment and
industrial metal.

Looking ahead to 2026, ana-
lysts expect prices to remain el-
evated but trade within a defined
range, reflecting a consolidation
phase. Gold is likely to find sup-
port at higher levels as central
banks continue strategic pur-
chases and global monetary poli-
cies remain accommodative. Its
safe-haven appeal remains

strong in the face of geopolitical
uncertainties, currency fluctua-
tions, and uneven economic
growth in major economies.

Silver is expected to maintain
its robustness, though its indus-
trial linkages may lead to higher
short-term volatility. While long-
term fundamentals are support-
ive, including rising industrial
demand and ongoing supply con-
straints, profit-taking and tech-
nical corrections could occur
periodically. Investors should
anticipate fluctuations, particu-
larly if global liquidity condi-
tions tighten or economic
growth slows in key industrial
regions.

Despite potential near-term
volatility, the structural back-
drop for both precious metals
remains constructive. Institu-
tional forecasts indicate that
gold prices will likely remain el-
evated throughout 2026, support-
ed by continued central bank ac-
cumulation and sustained
investor interest as a hedge
against macroeconomic uncer-
tainties. Silver, with its com-
bined industrial and investment
demand, may continue to out-
perform gold in percentage
terms if industrial activity re-
mains strong.

Market experts advise that
any short-term corrections

should be viewed as accumula-
tion opportunities rather than
signals of trend reversals. Over-
all, while 2026 may not replicate
the record-breaking rallies of
2025, precious metals are expect-
ed to remain a critical part of
diversified investment portfoli-
os, offering stability and protec-
tion against economic and geo-
political risks.

In summary, gold and silver
enter 2026 with strong funda-
mentals, likely undergoing a
phase of consolidation while
maintaining solid support levels
amid continued global uncer-
tainties and robust investor
demand.
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Indian Markets End 2025 on a Flat
Note Amid Weak Global Cues
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Indian equity markets closed the
week on a subdued note, with the Sensex
and Nifty 50 ending nearly unchanged
after a volatile trading session. Investor
sentiment remained cautious as global
markets displayed signs of weakness,
leaving domestic indices struggling to
find clear direction in the final days of
2025.

The Sensex slipped marginally, while
the Nifty 50 finished flat, reflecting a
lack of conviction among buyers and
sellers. Analysts noted that the day’s
price action formed a technical pattern
indicating indecision, often signaling a
potential short-term reversal once con-
firmed by subsequent sessions.

Indian markets opened with a muted
tone, as suggested by the GIFT Nifty,
which indicated a flat start. Trading re-
mained largely range-bound through-
out the session, with investors taking a
wait-and-watch approach amid thin
year-end volumes.

Global market sentiment weighed
heavily on domestic trading. Several
Asian indices eased, retreating from re-
cent gains, while U.S. markets also
logged modest losses earlier in the
week, particularly in technology stocks.
This subdued performance abroad tem-
pered risk appetite in India and contrib-
uted to the flat session.

Sector-wise, activity was mixed. En-
ergy and metal stocks provided some
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support, showing modest gains at inter-
vals, while major IT and financial
names faced pressure, keeping broader
indices largely unchanged. The diver-
gence highlighted investor caution, as
domestic participants balanced sector-
specific narratives against global
uncertainty.

The Indian economic calendar was
light on major catalysts as the year
drew to a close. Market participants are
now looking ahead to early 2026 events,
including corporate earnings, macroe-
conomic data releases, and policy devel-
opments. Global triggers such as Fed-
eral Reserve policy signals and
geopolitical developments are expected
to influence capital flows and investor
sentiment in the coming months.

Currency markets remained relative-
ly stable, with the Indian rupee holding
steady against the U.S. dollar amid cau-
tious trading. Commodity prices, in-
cluding gold and silver, traded in nar-
row ranges, reflecting hedging activity
and measured positioning by
investors.

Overall, the Indian market’s flat fin-
ish, combined with weak global cues,
suggests that investors are exercising
caution at the year-end. With limited do-
mestic triggers and global uncertain-
ties, traders appear to be waiting for
fresh catalysts to set the direction for
equities as India enters 2026.

Eternal Shares Fall 25% From Record High
Amid Investor Concerns

Shares of Eternal Ltd, the parent
company of major food delivery and
quick commerce platforms, have fallen
roughly 25 per cent from their record
highs earlier this year. The stock re-
cently touched a more than five month
low, trading significantly below its Oc-
tober peak, as investors weighed near
term risks and recent corporate
developments.

The decline stood out as broader mar-
kets remained relatively stable, high-
lighting investor caution specifically
around Eternal. Trading volumes were
notably elevated compared with recent
averages, indicating active participa-
tion by market participants reacting to
the stock’s underperformance.

Leadership Change Sparks
Nervousness

A key factor contributing to the sell-
off has been the resignation of a top
finance executive at Blinkit, Eternal’s
quick commerce arm. The chief finan-
cial officer, who had joined the compa-
ny just over a year ago, stepped down
recently, raising concerns about conti-
nuity at a critical time for the company.
Analysts noted that management
changes at prominent divisions can cre-
ate near-term volatility, especially
when investor sentiment is already
fragile.

Valuation and Technical Pressures

Earlier in the year, Eternal’s shares
surged to record levels on optimism
about digital consumption trends and
strong user engagement across its plat-
forms. Since reaching those highs, the
stock has faced persistent selling pres-
sure, and technical indicators show

resistance at previous peak levels.
Traders are watching key support
zones closely, as breaks below these
levels could trigger further
corrections.

Despite the decline, Eternal remains
a major player in the online services
sector, with high levels of revenue and
engagement on its platforms. Some
analysts view the current correction
as a potential long-term entry point for
patient investors, though near-term
sentiment remains cautious due to
leadership uncertainty and profit-tak-
ing following earlier gains.
Sector Dynamics and Competitive
Pressures

Eternal’s performance is also being
influenced by wider trends in the food
delivery and quick commerce space.
The sector has grown intensely com-
petitive, with rival platforms invest-
ing heavily in logistics, discounts, and
geographic expansion. Margin pres-
sures from these competitive dynam-
ics have added to investor caution, as
operating costs and incremental in-
vestments remain key variables affect-
ing profitability.

Looking Ahead

Market watchers believe that clarity
on Eternal’s leadership, upcoming
quarterly earnings, and progress
across its core business segments will
be crucial to restoring investor confi-
dence. Demonstrating sustained opera-
tional momentum and effectively man-
aging competitive pressures could help
stabilize the stock and potentially re-
verse the recent downtrend.
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TheYear 2025 Science Made Us Rethink
the Impossible

If there was ever a
year that proved reality
can be stranger than fic-
tion, 2025 was it. From
space discoveries that re-
wrote astronomy text-
books to medical break-
throughs that changed
how we understand life
itself, the year delivered
a cascade of moments
that left scientists — and
the public — in awe.

One of the most talked-
about revelations came
from the natural world,
where researchers high-
lighted extraordinary
creatures capable of do-
ing what once seemed
biologically impossible.
Animals displaying
plant-like traits remind-
ed humanity that evolu-
tion still holds many se-
crets. At the same time,
scientists claimed the
identification of a new
colour — one that cannot
be perceived naturally
by the human eye, push-
ing the boundaries of
how we define vision
and perception.

Medicine saw some of
its most emotional mile-
stones in 2025. In a his-
toric moment, personal-
ised gene therapy was
successfully used to treat
a rare genetic condition
in an infant, offering
hope to families facing
previously untreatable
disorders. Researchers

also announced progress
in growing functional
human tissues and or-
gans in laboratories, a
development that could
dramatically reduce
transplant waiting lists
in the future.

Space, as always, deliv-
ered its share of wonder.
Astronomers confirmed
a massive number of
previously unknown
moons orbiting Saturn,
strengthening its title as
the planet with the most
satellites. Beyond our so-
lar system, thousands of
confirmed exoplanets re-
inforced the idea that
Earth may not be as
unique as once believed.
Adding to this, the James
Webb Space Telescope
identified one of the old-
est and most distant gal-
axies ever observed, of-
fering a glimpse into the
universe’s earliest days.

Technology, too,
crossed new thresholds.
Quantum computing
took a decisive step for-
ward with the unveiling
of advanced chips de-
signed to make previous-
ly theoretical systems
more stable and practi-
cal. Experts believe
these developments
could eventually trans-
form fields ranging from
cryptography to climate
modelling.

The year also marked

a turning point in space
exploration. For the first
time, a private commer-
cial lander achieved a
successful soft landing
on the Moon, signal-
ling a shift toward
greater private partici-
pation in lunar mis-
sions. Meanwhile, In-
dia strengthened its
space credentials by
launching its heaviest
satellite yet, showcas-
ing growing confidence
in indigenous launch
capabilities.

Back on Earth, scien-
tists revisited human
history with fresh eyes.
Fossil evidence shed new
light on ancient human
relatives, reshaping the-
ories about early migra-
tion and evolution. At
the same time, studies
on urban wildlife re-
vealed how animals are
rapidly adapting to life
alongside humans in ex-
panding cities.

Taken together, 2025
was not just a year of
discoveries — it was a
year that challenged
assumptions. It re-
minded us that science
is not a closed book,
but an ever-unfolding
story, one where each
answer sparks even
bigger questions about
who we are, where we
come from, and what
lies ahead.

India’s ‘Bandar Apna Dost’ Tops Global Al
Video Charts, Earns 338 Crore

In a striking example
of how artificial intelli-
gence is reshaping digital
entertainment, an India-
based YouTube channel
titled Bandar Apna Dost
has emerged as the
world’s top-earning Al-
generated video plat-
form. The channel has
reportedly earned
around 38 crore in an-
nual revenue, placing it
at the forefront of a fast-
growing global trend
driven by automated con-
tent creation.

Bandar Apna Dost fea-
tures short, fast-paced
animated videos centred
on a cartoon monkey
character and a superhe-
ro-like figure. Created
largely using Al tools,
these videos require min-
imal human involvement
yet have managed to at-
tract massive viewership.
The channel has accumu-
lated over two billion
views, making it one of
the most-watched AlI-
driven content creators
on the platform.

Industry analysts stud-
ying thousands of You-
Tube channels worldwide
have identified a growing
category of content often
described as “Al-generat-
ed bulk videos.” These

videos are produced rap-
idly using artificial intel-
ligence for animation,
scripting and voice gen-
eration. While such con-
tent is often criticised for
lacking depth or original-
ity, its popularity is unde-
niable, driven largely by
algorithms that reward
frequent uploads and
high engagement.

What sets Bandar Apna
Dost apart is its extraor-
dinary financial success.
With billions of views
and consistent watch
time, the channel’s adver-
tising revenue has
soared, surpassing that
of many traditional con-
tent creators. The esti-
mated 38 crore annual
earnings highlight how
Al-powered creativity —
even in its simplest form
— can translate into sig-
nificant commercial
returns.

The rise of such chan-
nels has sparked debate
within the digital creator
community. Supporters
argue that Al democra-
tises content creation, al-
lowing individuals or
small teams to compete
with large production
houses. Critics, however,
warn that an influx of
low-effort automated vid-

eos could overshadow
human-driven storytell-
ing and reduce the over-
all quality of online
content.

Despite the criticism,
platforms continue to
promote content that
keeps users engaged, and
Al-generated videos ap-
pear well-suited to this
model. Their bright visu-
als, rapid pacing and uni-
versal themes make them
easily consumable across
languages and regions,
helping them reach a
global audience.

The success of Bandar
Apna Dost reflects a
broader shift in how en-
tertainment is produced
and consumed. As artifi-
cial intelligence tools be-
come more accessible, the
boundaries between tech-
nology and creativity
continue to blur. Whether
this trend represents the
future of digital media or
a temporary phase re-
mains to be seen.

For now, Bandar Apna
Dost stands as a powerful
symbol of India’s grow-
ing presence in the global
digital economy — prov-
ing that in the age of Al,
even a simple animated
monkey can become a
worldwide phenomenon.
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“Dear Indians, Stop Behaving Like This”: Viral
Beach Video Triggers a Wake-Up Gall on Givic Sense

A quiet stretch of Ker-
ala’s picturesque coast-
line has unexpectedly be-
come the center of aloud
national conversation on
civic responsibility and
environmental aware-
ness. A viral video from
Varkala Cliff Beach,
showing plastic waste
and food litter scattered
across the sand, has
sparked widespread de-
bate on how tourists treat
public spaces meant for
collective enjoyment.

The video, shared by a
social media user, con-
trasts the natural beauty
of the beach with the dis-
turbing sight of trash left
behind by visitors. The
accompanying message
was direct and emotion-
al, calling out fellow Indi-
ans for careless behavior
and questioning whether
basic civic sense has been
forgotten while traveling.
The blunt appeal struck a
chord, rapidly spreading
across platforms and
drawing strong reactions
from viewers.

Many netizens ex-
pressed embarrassment
and disappointment, ad-
mitting that such scenes
are becoming all too com-
mon at popular tourist
destinations. Several us-
ers pointed out that peo-
ple often complain about
dirty public places while
ignoring their own re-

sponsibility in keeping
them clean. For them, the
video served as a mirror,
reflecting uncomfortable
truths about everyday
habits and attitudes to-
ward shared spaces.

At the same time, the
viral clip also opened up
a broader discussion.
Some viewers argued
that tourists alone should
not shoulder all the
blame. They highlighted
the lack of adequate dust-
bins, poor waste segrega-
tion systems, and weak
enforcement of cleanli-
ness rules in crowded
tourist zones. According
to them, sustainable tour-

ism requires a joint effort
from visitors, local au-
thorities, and businesses
operating in these areas.

Varkala, known for its
unique cliffside views
and serene atmosphere,
attracts thousands of do-
mestic and international
tourists every year. Like
many scenic destinations
across the country; it fac-
es the growing challenge
of balancing tourism
growth with environmen-
tal preservation. As trav-
el becomes more accessi-
ble, pressure on natural
spaces has increased, of-
ten revealing gaps in in-
frastructure and public

awareness.

Environmental experts
note that littering is not
merely an aesthetic issue
but a serious ecological
concern. Plastic waste
threatens marine life,
contaminates soil, and
undermines local ecosys-
tems that depend on
clean surroundings.
Once damaged, such en-
vironments can take
years to recover, if at all.

What makes this inci-
dent offbeat is not just the
viral outrage, but the un-
comfortable self-reflec-
tion it has triggered. The
video does not showcase
an extraordinary event,

but an ordinary failure
repeated across beaches,
hills, and heritage sites
nationwide. Its impact
lies in reminding people
that patriotism and pride
in natural beauty must
translate into everyday
actions.

As the debate contin-
ues online, the message
remains simple yet pow-
erful: enjoying nature
comes with responsibili-
ty. Whether this viral mo-
ment leads to lasting be-
havioral change or fades
into digital noise will de-
pend on how seriously
people choose to listen —
and act.

“They Just Need to Be Invited”: A Founder’s Observation
Rekindles the Gender Gap Debate in Startups

A single observation at
a startup event in Delhi
has reignited a much-
needed conversation
about women’s visibility
in India’s entrepreneuri-
al ecosystem. When a
young founder noted that
only a handful of women
were present at a gather-
ing buzzing with innova-
tion and ambition, her
reflection struck a nerve
far beyond the room it
described.

The founder’s post was
not angry or accusatory.
Instead, it was quietly un-

settling. Amid pitches,
panels and networking
conversations, she could
count the women attend-
ees on one hand. Her
takeaway was simple yet
powerful: women are
building businesses, gen-
erating ideas and leading
teams — but they are of-
ten missing from the
spaces where visibility,
funding and influence
converge. Not because
they lack ambition, she
argued, but because they
are rarely invited or en-
couraged enough.

The reaction was im-
mediate. Entrepreneurs,
professionals and stu-
dents weighed in, many
acknowledging that the
scene described felt fa-
miliar. Startup events, es-
pecially those focused on
funding, technology or
high-growth ventures,
continue to be male-dom-
inated. While India has
seen a steady rise in
women-led startups,
their presence at indus-
try forums does not re-
flect that progress.

What makes this epi-

sode offbeat is its ordi-
nariness. There was no
controversy on stage, no
policy announcement, no
headline-grabbing inci-
dent — just a moment of
noticing. And yet, that
moment revealed a deep-
er imbalance. Startup
events are more than so-
cial gatherings; they are
gateways to mentorship,
capital, partnerships and
credibility. Absence from
these spaces can quietly
reinforce existing
inequalities.

Several women entre-
preneurs responding to
the discussion shared
similar experiences.
Some said they hesitated
to attend events where
they felt outnumbered or
overlooked. Others point-
ed to practical barriers
— safety concerns, tim-
ing, lack of childcare sup-
port, or simply not being
on the invitation list. A
recurring theme
emerged: inclusion rare-
ly happens by accident. It
has to be intentional.

At the same time, the
conversation also invited

introspection from or-
ganisers and investors.
Diversity panels and
women-focused initia-
tives exist, but many ar-
gued that true inclusion
means integrating wom-
en into mainstream start-
up spaces, not sidelining
them into separate con-
versations. Representa-
tion, they said, should be
normal, not symbolic.

The founder’s closing
thought resonated most
strongly: women do not
need special treatment —
they need access. An invi-
tation, a nudge, a seat at
the table can change tra-
jectories. In an ecosystem
that prides itself on dis-
ruption and innovation,
overlooking half the pop-
ulation feels like an old
problem in a new
industry.

Sometimes, progress
begins not with grand re-
forms, but with someone
pausing to ask a simple
question: who is missing
from the room — and
why?

Mocked for a Christmas Post, an Engineer’s Calm Response
Exposes Online Bias

What began as a light-
hearted Christmas mo-
ment quickly turned into
an unexpected lesson on
online prejudice, after a
woman engineer working
at a global tech company
was mocked for sharing a
festive photograph on so-
cial media. The episode,
though seemingly trivial,
revealed deeper issues
surrounding gender bias,
insecurity and toxic on-
line behaviour.

The engineer, who
works at Amazon, had
posted a cheerful photo
with a friend employed at
Google and an inflatable
Santa Claus. The caption
was playful, meant to cap-
ture the spirit of the sea-
son and the coincidence
of two tech professionals
posing alongside a festive
symbol. However, instead
of spreading holiday
cheer, the post attracted a
wave of criticism and
personal attacks.

Several social media
users mocked the caption
and questioned her pro-
fessional merit, with
some going as far as

branding her a “diversity
hire.” Others accused her
of arrogance, turning a
harmless celebration
into an excuse for hostil-
ity. The comments reflect-
ed a familiar pattern:
when women in high-vis-
ibility roles share mo-
ments of joy or pride,
they are often judged
more harshly than their
male counterparts.
Rather than deleting
the post or responding de-
fensively, the engineer
chose a measured and

thoughtful approach. She
addressed the backlash
directly, pointing out that
much of the criticism
seemed rooted in misogy-
ny and resentment to-
ward Indians in global
tech roles. In a firm but
composed message, she
noted that such reactions
revealed outdated mind-
sets struggling to accept
changing realities in the
workplace.

Her response struck a
chord. Many usersrallied
in her support, calling

out the unnecessary neg-
ativity and applauding
her clarity and confi-
dence. Supporters noted
that a simple festive pho-
to had somehow trig-
gered deep-seated insecu-
rities in strangers online,
exposing how social me-
dia can amplify prejudice
under the guise of
opinion.

The incident also reo-
pened conversations
about the challenges
women continue to face
in the technology sector.

Despite growing repre-
sentation, women engi-
neers often find their
achievements questioned
or minimised, especially
in public forums. Online
spaces, while offering vis-
ibility and connection,
can also become arenas
for unchecked bias and
harassment.

What makes this story
offbeat is not just the
trolling itself, but the dig-
nity of the response. In-
stead of escalating the
conflict, the engineer
used the moment to high-
light a broader truth: that
society must evolve be-
yond narrow stereotypes
and outdated thinking.
Her message was simple
yet powerful — talent
does not need justifica-
tion, and celebration does
not require permission.

In the end, a Christmas
photo did more than
mark a festive moment. It
sparked reflection on
how far conversations
around gender, merit and
respect have come — and
how far they still need to
20.
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Jasprit Bumrah Makes Surprise Nets Appearance

In a delightful turn of
events for cricket fans,
India’s star fast bowler
Jasprit Bumrah made a
surprise appearance at
the nets on the sidelines

of a Vijay Hazare Trophy
match in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday. The sight of the
pacer, who has been care-
fully managed by the na-
tional team’s support

staff, bowling in practice
sparked excitement
among players and spec-
tators alike.

Bumrah did not partic-
ipate in the ongoing List-

DuringVijay Hazare Trophy

A match but engaged in a
controlled nets session,
focusing on short spells
to maintain rhythm with-
out putting undue strain
on his body. Observers
noted that he concentrat-
ed on maintaining line
and length while running
in at moderate intensity,
suggesting a measured
approach to workload
management.

The session comes at a
critical time as Bumrah
is being gradually pre-
pared for India’s upcom-
ing international assign-
ments, including the T20
series against New Zea-
land. The Indian team
management has been
taking a cautious ap-
proach with its frontline
pacers, balancing domes-
tic exposure with rest
and recovery to ensure
peak performance for
major tournaments like
the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup.

Local players and sup-
porters at the Gujarat
College Ground had the
rare opportunity to wit-
ness Bumrah in action.
Young cricketers found
the session particularly
inspiring, with some
even getting a chance to
bowl against or face a few
deliveries from the na-
tional star. Such experi-
ences are invaluable for
domestic players, offer-
ing motivation and prac-
tical lessons in fast-bowl-

ing techniques and
professional discipline.

Cricket analysts be-
lieve that these con-
trolled training stints re-
flect a broader strategy
by the team management
to reintegrate Bumrah
gradually, avoiding inju-
ry while ensuring he
stays match-fit. Manag-
ing workloads for fast
bowlers has become a key
priority, especially given
the intense schedule of
modern international
cricket.

The timing of the nets
appearance is also signif-
icant, as selectors are
preparing the squad for
upcoming international
fixtures with an eye on
long-term performance
rather than short-term
gains. Bumrah, along
with other senior play-
ers, is likely to be rested
from less critical match-
es to safeguard fitness for
major tournaments.

Fans and experts are
keeping a close watch on
Bumrah’s progress, and
even a brief nets session
has reignited excitement
about his return to com-
petitive action. His pres-
ence at the domestic ven-
ue underscores India’s
careful yet proactive ap-
proach in managing its
premier fast bowler, giv-
ing confidence that he
will be ready to spear-
head the team’s pace at-
tack in the near future.

Ashwin Picks India’s Stand-Out Stars of 2025, Spotlights

Former India spin great
Ravichandran Ashwin
has named two of the na-
tional team’s standout
performers of 2025, and
surprisingly, neither pick
was the current India cap-
tain. In a year packed with
memorable cricket from
the Indian setup across
formats, Ashwin selected
mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy and explo-
sive opener Abhishek
Sharma as his two most
impactful teammates,
highlighting their contri-
butions to India’s success
and future potential.

Ashwin described
Varun Chakravarthy as
India’s bowler of the year,
labelling him a “huge
MVP” for the team.
Chakravarthy, known for
his enigmatic mystery
spin, consistently deliv-
ered whenever given the
ball. His ability to break
partnerships and stem
scoring rates made him a
reliable wicket taker in
white ball cricket through-
out the year. Beyond raw
numbers, Ashwin pointed
to Chakravarthy’s re-
markable personal jour-

ney — from being side-
lined and overlooked to
reinventing himself in do-
mestic circuits and lower
division leagues — as evi-
dence of his dedication
and resilience. Ashwin be-
lieves this reinvention and
Chakravarthy’s knack for
unpredictable spin will be
key to India’s bowling
strategy, especially with
big tournaments like the
upcoming T20 World Cup
on the horizon.

Equally enthusiastic,
Ashwin singled out Ab-
hishek Sharma as possi-
bly the best Indian per-
former overall in 2025.
The left handed opener
enjoyed a prolific season
in T20 Internationals,
amassing huge run tallies
at a blistering strike rate
that re imagined India’s
powerplay batting tem-
plate. Ashwin highlight-
ed Sharma’s fearless
strokeplay and consist-
ency, saying the young
batter didn’t just arrive
but redefined top order
aggression for the year.
Such dominance at the
start of the innings
forced bowlers onto the

back foot and gave India
the momentum in many
key matches.

Ashwin also voiced
hope that Sharma’s suc-
cess in T20s could soon
translate into opportuni-
ties in the 50 over format,
suggesting his dynamic
approach would benefit
India’s batting lineup and
potentially earn him ac-
colades as the men’s team
player of the year.

Reflecting on veterans
like Rohit Sharma and Vi-
rat Kohli, Ashwin noted
that their hunger to win a
50 over World Cup re-
mained undiminished. De-
spite speculation about
their careers and the chal-
lenges of a packed sched-
ule, both senior stars con-
tinued to display passion
and form throughout do-
mestic and international
fixtures.

Ashwin’s selections un-
derline a broader shift in
Indian cricket, where
emerging talents are mak-
ing defining contributions
alongside established
greats, shaping a vibrant
and competitive future for
the national team.

Chakravarthy & Abhishek Sharma

Pakistan Cricket Board Parts Ways With Test Coach Azhar

In a surprising develop-
ment, the Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) has decid-
ed to end the tenure of
Azhar Mahmood as the
head coach of the men’s
Test team, with three
months still remaining on
his contract. The move
comes as Pakistan pre-
pares for the next phase of
its red-ball cricket sched-
ule, including the upcom-
ing ICC World Test Cham-
pionship cycle.

Mahmood, a former all-
rounder for Pakistan, was
appointed Test head coach
in June and had a contract
that was due to run until
March 2026. Despite the
remaining term, the PCB
granted him an early re-
lease, citing the desire to
give the next coach suffi-
cient time to plan and pre-
pare the squad ahead of
future international
commitments.

During his brief tenure,
Mahmood oversaw only
one home series, against
South Africa, which ended
in a 1-1 draw. While the re-

Mahmood Three Months Early

sults were competitive,
the board emphasized that
the decision was strategic
rather than performance-
based, aiming for a smooth
transition and continuity
in preparation for upcom-
ing tours.

Sources within the PCB
indicated that since Paki-
stan has no Test fixtures
until March 2026, the
board preferred to start its
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search for a new head
coach now. The proactive
move is intended to allow
the incoming coach to set-
tle in and shape the team
well before the resump-
tion of competitive red-
ball cricket.

This change highlights
the ongoing volatility in
Pakistan’s Test setup,
which has seen several
shifts in coaching and sup-
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port staff in recent years.
Interim coaches have of-
ten stepped in, and struc-
tural changes continue as
the PCB seeks the right
formula for consistent
success at the internation-
al level.

Along with appointing
Mahmood’s successor, the
PCB is expected to review
its broader coaching
framework, including as-

sistant coaches and sup-
port staff, to ensure stabil-
ity and effective
management. With chal-
lenging tours ahead, in-
cluding series in the West
Indies and England, fol-
lowed by home matches
against Sri Lanka and
New Zealand, clarity in
the coaching ranks is seen
as crucial.

For Azhar Mahmood,
the early exit marks the
conclusion of a coaching
chapter in Pakistan crick-
et that included roles as
assistant coach and bowl-
ing mentor. His departure
underscores the delicate
balance cricket boards
must strike between long-
term planning and the
pressures of elite interna-
tional sport.

Fans and analysts will
now watch closely to see
who the PCB appoints as
Pakistan’s next Test coach
and how the team adapts
to this leadership change
as it prepares for critical
matches in the upcoming
year.
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England Ashes Win Sparks Pitch Debate
as Boycott Blasts ECB’s Priorities

England’s dramatic Boxing Day
Test victory over Australia at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)
has ignited intense discussion about
pitch preparation and the direction
of modern cricket. The MCG wick-
et, traditionally suited for a five-day
Test, produced an astonishing 36
wickets in just two days, leaving
both sides struggling against sharp
seam movement and unpredictable
bounce. The early finish has
prompted scrutiny of how pitches
are prepared for high-profile match-
es and whether current conditions
favour results over fair contest.

Former England batting legend
Geoffrey Boycott weighed in strong-
ly on the debate, praising England’s
performance while criticizing the
England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) for its focus on commercial
priorities. Boycott argued that mod-
ern players are not being sufficient-
ly prepared for challenging wickets,
particularly in the longer format,
and that an overemphasis on limit-
ed-overs cricket and franchise
leagues is harming skill develop-
ment. He described the ECB’s ap-
proach as prioritizing financial
gain over Ashes glory or long-term
Test success.

Boycott highlighted that the ex-
citement generated by fast-paced,
result-oriented matches should not
overshadow the importance of nur-
turing technique and resilience
among players. He stressed that bal-

anced Test surfaces, which chal-
lenge both batters and bowlers over
five days, are essential to preserving
the integrity of the game. The re-
cent MCG pitch, while providing
thrilling action, raises questions
about whether cricket boards are
maintaining that balance.

The legendary former opener also
emphasized the human aspect of
the sport, noting that players must
adapt to varying conditions, but ad-
ministrative decisions should sup-
port skill development rather than
focusing solely on revenue. Fans
and commentators have echoed Boy-
cott’s concerns, arguing that repeat-
ed early finishes in marquee Tests
could erode the traditional chal-
lenge and appeal of Test cricket.

The pitch controversy and Boy-
cott’s comments have reignited
broader debates on how cricket
boards balance commercial inter-
ests with the long-term health of the
sport. Critics argue that an empha-
sis on short-form formats may com-
promise player preparation, par-
ticularly for challenging conditions
in Test matches abroad.

As the Ashes series continues, the
discussion around pitch quality,
player readiness, and the ECB’s pri-
orities is likely to remain a key talk-
ing point, prompting reflection on
how cricket can maintain both com-
mercial success and the traditions
that have defined the sport for over
a century.

Travis Head Backs Ben Duckett,
Says Ashes Drinking Row Has Been
Blown Out of Proportion
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In an unexpected twist off the
field during the fiercely contested
2025 26 Ashes series, Australia bat-
ter Travis Head stepped forward to
defend England’s Ben Duckett amid
a mid series drinking controversy
that has dominated social media
and cricket talk. Head described the
reaction to the episode as exagger-
ated and admitted he was even “jeal-
ous” of England’s brief getaway,
underscoring that such off field
downtime is nothing out of the ordi-
nary during long Test tours.

The issue began after a video cir-
culated showing Duckett apparently
intoxicated during a break in Noosa
between Ashes Tests. The footage
sparked a media storm, with critics
questioning the professionalism of
the England squad at a time when
they were trailing in the series.
Duckett, who has struggled for form
in the series, found himself at the
centre of intense scrutiny.

However, Head’s comments shift-
ed the narrative to one of empathy
rather than judgment. Speaking af-
ter Australia’s dramatic loss to Eng-
land at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground, where the visitors inflicted
arare defeat on the hosts, Head said
the focus on the drinking story had
been overblown. He stressed that
players at the elite level are con-
stantly under the microscope and
that what happens in their personal
time should not overshadow their
performance or character.

“I am jealous,” Head said, laugh-

ing when discussing how the break
was handled. He noted that long
tours inevitably require periods of
mental relaxation and that both
teams have indulged in similar
breaks in the past without generat-
ing controversy. His remarks high-
lighted the human side of profes-
sional athletes, who must balance
intense competition with periods of
rest and recovery.

Head also revealed that he had
reached out to Duckett after the vid-
eo emerged to check on his well be-
ing and to offer support. The ges-
ture drew praise from some quarters
as a sign of sportsmanship and ca-
maraderie between players, even
amid one of cricket’s most historic
rivalries.

Meanwhile, cricket officials from
England confirmed they were look-
ing into the Noosa incident, empha-
sizing that while occasional down-
time was acceptable, excessive
drinking beyond reasonable limits
would not be condoned. The govern-
ing body’s investigation was aimed
at establishing facts rather than
punishing players outright.

The incident and Head’s response
have sparked broader discussion
about player welfare, media scruti-
ny, and how modern cricket tours
are managed off the field. While the
Ashes remains fiercely competitive
on the pitch, Head’s comments have
added a human and humorous di-
mension to one of the series’ most
unusual off field stories.
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‘Ghantasala The Great’Musical Biopic
to Release on January 2: ATribute to
the Legendary Voice

The life and legacy of
legendary music director
and singer Ghantasala is
being celebrated on the
big screen with the up-
coming film ‘Ghantasala
The Great’, directed by
C.H. Rama Rao and pro-
duced by Smt. C.H. Phani
under the Anyukth Ram
Pictures banner. Singer
Krishna Chaitanya takes
on the titular role, while
Suman plays a key sup-
porting character. The
film is slated for a grand
release on January 2,
promising a musical
journey that honors one
of Telugu cinema’s most
iconic voices.

In line with the release,
Swaravahini and Sri
Bharati Music Academy
hosted the “Ghantasala
The Great Special Musi-
cal Night”, celebrating
the legendary singer’s
contributions to Indian
music. Speaking at the
event, director Rama Rao
said the aim was not just
to present Ghantasala’s
songs, which are time-
less, but to portray his
personality and life story.
He recalled accompany-
ing poet Sri Sri to meet
Ghantasala and how the
poet was mesmerized by

his rendition, noting, “I
feel like the song I wrote
has come alive in your
voice.”

Prominent producer C.
Kalyan expressed that
Ghantasala’s life de-
served such a grand cin-
ematic tribute, while pro-
ducer Shobha Rani, who
is releasing the film, em-
phasized the unparal-
leled importance of this
project in her long career.
She praised Rama Rao’s
dedication, calling it a la-
bor of love destined for
massive success.

Other contributors to
the film also shared their
admiration. Producer
T.S. Rao lauded Ghan-
tasala’s enduring legacy
in Telugu cinema, noting
that the singer’s music
had elevated countless
films. Vakulabharanam
Krishna Mohan empha-
sized that Ghantasala’s
music would last as long
as the sun and moon and
highlighted the film as a
celebration of Telugu
language, culture, and ar-
tistic heritage. Director
Samudra echoed the sen-
timent, noting that Ghan-
tasala created stars with
his voice and contributed
to the growth of the

industry.

Lyricist Vennigala
Rambabu and music di-
rector Ravi Shankar
highlighted Ghantasala’s
global recognition, com-
paring him with legends
like Mohammed Rafi and
Kishore Kumar, while
praising the film as an es-
sential experience for
Telugu audiences. Pro-
ducer Karri Balaji en-
couraged viewers to
watch the film, stating
that its success would
pave the way for more
such remarkable
biopics.

The movie also had a
special celebrity preview
attended by singer-music
director Raghu Kunche
and singers Kousalya
and Vijayalakshmi, who
all praised the film as a
must-watch, emphasiz-
ing its inspiring portray-
al of Ghantasala’s life
and artistry.

With a combination of
stellar performances,
soulful music, and a
heartfelt tribute to a leg-
endary icon, ‘Ghantasala
The Great’ promises to be
both an emotional and
musical spectacle for Tel-
ugu audiences this Janu-
ary 2.

Aadi’s ‘Shambhala’ Celebrates Success at
Star-Studded Divine Blockbuster Event
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Aadi Saikumar’s
‘Shambhala’, produced
under Shining Pictures
by Mahidhar Reddy and
Rajasekhar Annabhemo-
juand directed by Ugand-
har Muni, has been run-
ning successfully in
theaters since its Decem-
ber 25 release. To mark its
success, a Divine Block-
buster Event was held, at-
tended by top industry
figures including ace pro-
ducer Allu Aravind, di-
rectors Vassishta and
Bobby, actor Sundeep Kis-
han, and writer Kona
Venkat.

Ace producer Allu Ara-
vind praised Ugandhar
Muni for his direction,
lauding Aadi’s perfor-
mance and highlighting
the emotional connec-
tion of three genera-
tions in Sai Kumar’s
family. He also compli-
mented Archana Iyer
and child actor Baby
Chaitra for their compel-
ling performances.

Aadi Saikumar
thanked everyone for
their support, empha-
sizing the team effort
behind the film. He ac-
knowledged director
Ugandhar’s two-year ded-
ication, producers’ trust,
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and music director Srich-
aran Pakala’s sleepless
nights in composing the
soundtrack. Aadi encour-
aged audiences to watch
the film in theaters,
promising an engaging
experience.

Veteran actor Sai Ku-
mar expressed joy at see-
ing Aadi achieve success,
noting that perseverance
and hard work have final-
ly paid off. Director Bob-
by highlighted the father-
son pride and
congratulated the team
for creating a film that
resonates with audienc-
es. Director Vassishta
added that the film’s sec-
ond-week collections
have surpassed expecta-
tions, crediting the team
for their innovation.

Actor Sundeep Kishan
appreciated the honesty
and sincerity of the film-
making process, calling it
a well-deserved hit. Writ-
er Kona Venkat called the
film a “Divine Blockbust-
er,” praising its content-
driven storytelling that
has captured audience
attention.

Producers Mahidhar
Reddy and Rajasekhar
Annabhemoju expressed
gratitude to Aadi and the

team, noting the film’s
strong audience response
and anticipating higher
collections in the coming
week. Director Ugandhar
Muni emphasized team-
work as the key to the
film’s success, citing
strong performances, ex-
cellent music, visuals,
and editing as critical
factors.

Actress Archana Iyer
reflected on the over-
whelming response to her
role, saying the audi-
ence’s appreciation rein-
forced the importance of
good content. Mythri
Shashi highlighted Aadi’s
commitment and Prab-
has’ support as instru-
mental in shaping the
film into a blockbuster.

Music director Srich-
aran Pakala described
the film as his 49th and
most special project, with
countless sleepless nights
resulting in a soundtrack
that complements the
film’s narrative.

The event celebrated
not just box office success
but also the collaborative
effort, creativity, and ded-
ication that went into
‘Shambhala’, making it a
hit with audiences and
critics alike.
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The American Telugu
Association (ATA) hon-
ored noted actor, anchor,
mimicry artist, and so-
cial activist Akavaram
Lohith Kumar at the
prestigious ATA Veduka-
lu 2025 event held at
Ravindra Bharathi in Hy-
derabad. The ATA team
felicitated Lohith Kumar
as a distinguished per-
sonality, recognizing his
multifaceted talents and
his decades-long contri-
bution to the entertain-
ment industry and social
service.

With a remarkable ca-
reer spanning over four
decades, Akavaram Lo-
hith Kumar has emerged
as one of the most versa-
tile performers in Telugu
media. Beginning his
journey at a young age as
a stage artist, he steadily
rose to prominence
through sheer dedica-
tion, discipline, and a
passion for entertaining
audiences across genera-
tions. Over the years, his
work has reached view-
ers not only in India but
also across the globe.

Lohith Kumar has been
associated with several
leading television net-
works, including Eenadu
TV, Star Maa, Gemini TV,
and Zee TV. His vast body
of work includes perfor-
mances in more than 20
short films, 30 daily tele-
vision serials comprising

nearly 30,000 episodes,
and over 6,000 mimicry
stage shows conducted
both in India and abroad.
His contribution to cine-
ma is equally notable,
with acting roles in more
than 60 films, in addition
to serving as Executive
Producer for three films
and Producer for five
films.

One of the defining
milestones in his career
came in 1994, when he
earned a place in the
Limca Book of Records
under the title Fastest
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AmericanTelugu Association Honors Akavaram
Lohith Kumar at ATAVedukalu 2025
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Mimicry, a testament to
his exceptional talent
and innovation in the art
of mimicry. This achieve-
ment further cemented
his reputation as a pio-
neer and trendsetter in
the field.

Beyond his accom-
plishments in entertain-
ment, Lohith Kumar has
consistently demonstrat-
ed a strong commitment
to social causes. Through
various organizations, he
has actively worked for
the welfare of people
with disabilities, particu-

larly individuals with
hearing impairments.
His initiatives include
facilitating medical
treatments, providing
assistance programs,
and raising awareness
about inclusive support
systems.

Addressing the gather-
ing after receiving the
honor, Lohith Kumar
said that his personal
philosophy is rooted in
the belief that life offers
an opportunity to make
the world a better place.
He emphasized that

wealth creation is not
limited to financial gains
but also involves empow-
ering people to grow and
succeed in their respec-
tive fields. He noted that
his life’s work reflects a
commitment to compas-
sion, service, and mean-
ingful effort.

The felicitation at ATA
Vedukalu 2025 stood as a
celebration of Akavaram
Lohith Kumar’s enduring
legacy, applauding his ar-
tistic excellence and his
unwavering dedication to
social responsibility.

Chennai Hosts Grand Finale of ‘Margazhiyil Makkal Isai’ with
Actress Shobita Dhulipala as Chief Gues

Chennai witnessed a
spectacular conclusion
to the 6th edition of
‘Margazhiyil Makkal
Isai’, a prestigious music
festival organized by the
Neelam Cultural Center
under the guidance of re-
nowned director P. Ran-
jith. The three-day event,
held from December 26 to
28 at Pachaiyappa’s Col-
lege Grounds, captivated
art and music enthusi-
asts with a vibrant show-
case of talent and cultur-
al performances.

The grand finale was
graced by acclaimed Tol-
lywood and Bollywood
actress Shobita Dhulipa-
la as the chief guest. She
praised the festival’s ef-
forts in bringing margin-
alized communities’ art
forms and folk traditions
into the mainstream,
highlighting the dedica-
tion of P. Ranjith and his
team in promoting cul-
tural diversity.

During the closing cer-
emony, Shobita person-
ally attended several mu-
sical performances,
applauding artists and
encouraging their ef-

forts. She emphasized
the importance of cele-
brating folk arts and
blending traditional and
contemporary music to
engage wider audiences.

The festival featured a
wide array of musical
styles, ranging from clas-
sical Carnatic music to
regional folk perfor-
mances, reflecting the
rich tapestry of India’s

cultural heritage. The or-
ganizers ensured that
both seasoned artists
and emerging talents
had the opportunity to
perform on the same
stage, promoting inclu-
sivity and artistic
exchange.

Audience members
lauded the festival for
its well-curated pro-
gram and immersive

experience, noting the
seamless integration of
visual and musical sto-
rytelling. The event
also highlighted the
role of cultural festi-
vals in fostering com-
munity engagement
and appreciation for lo-
cal art forms.

With the 6th edition
now concluded, ‘Mar-
gazhiyil Makkal Isai’
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has once again rein-
forced its position as a
significant platform for
musical and cultural
expression in Chennai.
The festival’s success is
expected to inspire
more initiatives that
bring together diverse
artists and promote the
preservation and cele-
bration of India’s folk
and classical arts.

Tollywood Veteran Bandla Ganesh Launches New Banner ‘BG
Blockbusters’

Tollywood’s sensa-
tional producer and ac-
tor Bandla Ganesh has
announced his return as
a producer with a brand-
new banner, ‘BG Block-
busters’, marking the
second innings of his il-
lustrious career. Previ-
ously associated with
Parameshwara Art Pro-
ductions, under which
he produced several
blockbuster films,
Ganesh is now ready to
re-enter the industry
with fresh energy and
innovative ideas. He of-
ficially unveiled the ban-
ner and shared his fu-
ture production plans.

Ganesh first tasted
success as a producer
with Anjaneyulu’ star-
ring Mass Maharaja
Raviteja, followed by the
massive hit ‘Gabbar Sin-
gh’ featuring Power Star
Pawan Kalyan, which
cemented his position in
Tollywood. Subsequent
successes include ‘Bad-
sha’ with NTR, ‘Iddara-

mmayilatho’ with Allu
Arjun, and ‘Temper’
with Junior NTR. After
a brief hiatus, Ganesh
has now returned with
renewed focus, includ-
ing involving his family
as partners in the new
venture.

Under BG Blockbust-
ers, Ganesh aims to pro-
duce films that are not
only commercially en-
tertaining but also emo-
tionally engaging, giv-
ing priority to honest
and heartfelt storytell-
ing. The banner also
seeks to nurture young
talent, including direc-
tors, writers, and techni-
cal experts, while en-
couraging creative
freedom to deliver fresh
cinematic experiences
to audiences.

Ganesh confirmed
that a new project is al-
ready in the works un-
der the BG Blockbusters
banner. Details regard-
ing the cast, crew, and
technical team will be

officially announced
soon. He expressed con-
fidence that the banner
will consistently deliver
entertaining films and
captivate audiences
with multiple upcoming
projects.

With a track record of
commercial hits and a
keen understanding of
audience preferences,
Bandla Ganesh’s BG
Blockbusters promises
to usher in a new chap-
ter in Tollywood, blend-
ing star power, innova-
tive narratives, and
technical finesse. Fans
eagerly await the first
release from this new
venture, expecting a
combination of mass ap-
peal and creative
storytelling.

This launch marks a
powerful comeback for
the veteran producer, re-
affirming his influence
in Tollywood and signal-
ing exciting times ahead
for audiences and indus-
try insiders alike.
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