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New developments in
parakamani case
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WHY VANGAVEETI MOHANA RANGA REMAINS
APOLITICALWEAPON IN AP

TPN Bureau |
December 26

orethanthree

decades after

his assassina-
tion, Vangaveeti Moha-
na Ranga continues to
occupy a powerful, and
often controversial,
space in Andhra
Pradesh politics. Every
year, on his death anni-
versary, leaders across
party lines line up to
pay floral tributes at his
statues. The ritual has
become routine, almost
ceremonial. In election
years, it turns into a po-
litical spectacle, with
intensified visits, emo-
tional speeches, and
loud promises to “follow
Ranga’s ideals.” Once
the elections pass, how-
ever, little changes on
the ground.

The enduring politi-
cal relevance of Ranga
isrooted largely in caste
dynamics. Over the
years, Ranga has come
to be projected as an
iconic Kapu leader, rep-
resenting a community
that is numerically
strong but has long felt
politically marginal-
ised. While his support-
ers argue that Ranga
fought for all backward
sections, including Ka-
pus, critics point out
that these agitations
also helped consolidate
his own political base.
In contemporary
Andhra Pradesh poli-
tics, his legacy has been
reduced to a powerful
symbol used to mobilise
Kapu sentiment, espe-
cially during politically
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sensitive moments.

Despite frequent invo-
cations of his name,
Ranga’s ideological fol-
lowers have steadily di-
minished. Many of
those who stood with
him during turbulent
times did not rise as po-
litical leaders or accu-
mulate wealth. Several
lost their livelihoods,
and some even lost their
lives. A large section of
these followers still be-
lieve they were aban-
doned after Ranga’s
death, left without rep-
resentation or recogni-
tion. The promise of
empowerment that once
inspired them remains
largely unfulfilled.

A few political figures
who were associated
with Ranga in their
younger days did go on
to achieve prominence.
Former MLA Malladi
Vishnu and sitting MLA
Bonda Umamaheswara
Rao are often cited as ex-
amples. However, critics
within Ranga’s support
base allege that these
leaders, now well-en-
trenched in mainstream
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politics, are more fo-
cused on safeguarding
their own careers than
addressing the concerns
of Ranga’s original fol-
lowers. This perceived
disconnect has further
deepened the sense of
betrayal among grass-
roots supporters.

After Ranga, the only
leader who has man-
aged to attract signifi-
cant support from the
Kapu community is
Jana Sena Party chief
Pawan Kalyan. His rise
revived hopes among
sections of Kapu youth
who saw in him a poten-
tial mass leader capable
of challenging estab-
lished political struc-
tures. Yet, even Pawan
Kalyan’s appeal oper-
ates in a vastly different
political context, and
comparisons with Ran-
ga often remain emo-
tional rather than
ideological.

Attention has also
consistently turned to
Ranga’s family, particu-
larly his son, Vangaveeti
Radha Krishna. Despite
carrying a powerful po-

litical legacy, Radha
Krishna struggled to es-
tablish himself as a
mass leader. He won an
Assembly election only
once and subsequently
moved across parties,
from Praja Rajyam Par-
ty to YSR Congress, and
later to the Telugu Des-
am Party, where he cur-
rently remains. His po-
litical journey has been
marked more by transi-
tions than by consolida-
tion. Even his support-
ers admit that his style
of functioning and po-
litical aggression do not
mirror his father’s. As-
sociates often claim
that Radha Krishna
lacks the hunger for
power or wealth that
typically drives politi-
cal success, which,
while admirable, may
have limited his rise.
Interestingly, Radha
Krishna’s inability to
fill his father’s political
vacuum has opened the
door to renewed specu-
lation around Ranga’s
daughter, Aasha Kiran.
She recently returned
to the public eye by or-

ganising and participat-
ingin Ranga’s death an-
niversary events in
Visakhapatnam. Her
appearance has trig-
gered political buzz,
with reports suggesting
that she is exploring op-
portunities within a
“safe” political party.
The YSR Congress Par-
ty and Jana Sena are be-
ing seen as possible op-
tions, though no
decision has been final-
ised so far.

Ultimately, Ranga re-
mains a political weap-
on because his legacy
still carries emotional
weight, particularly
among Kapus who con-
tinue to seek political
power and recognition.
For political parties, in-
voking Ranga is less
about ideology and
more about electoral
arithmetic. Until his
ideals translate into
concrete policies and
genuine leadership for
his followers, Ranga’s
name is likely to be re-
membered more as a
symbol to be used than
a vision to be fulfilled.

Chandrababu Naidu Urges Parents to Promote
Indian Mythology Over Western Superheroes

irupati, Andhra

Pradesh: Andhra

Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu called on parents
and teachers to instill
pride in India’s heritage
among children by teach-
ing them about heroes
from Indian epics instead
of Western comic charac-
ters. Speaking at the In-
dian Science Congress
held in Tirupati, he said
that promoting the values
embedded in Indian cul-
ture is essential to shap-
ing morally conscious fu-
ture generations. Naidu
remarked that children
are increasingly exposed
to characters like Spider-
man, Superman, and Bat-
man, but often grow up
unaware of the great per-
sonalities from India’s
own traditions. “Hanu-
man is mightier than Su-
perman, and Arjuna is a
far greater warrior than
Batman or Iron Man,” the
Chief Minister told the
audience, stressing that
Lord Rama remains the
ultimate embodiment of

virtue and human
excellence.

He said that parents
and teachers have the re-
sponsibility to teach chil-
dren about Ramayana
and Mahabharata, which
are far more profound
than modern movies like
Avatar.The Chief Minis-
ter reminisced about the
late N.T. Rama Rao (NTR),
recalling how he brought
mythological stories to
life through cinema and
reawakened cultural con-
sciousness among people.
“At a time when society
was forgetting myths and
traditions, NTR used his
films to revive spirituali-
ty and ethics,” he said, de-
scribing him as a great
leader who upheld values
in both cinema and
politics.

Naidu also praised for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee for lay-
ing the foundations of In-
dia’s development and
commended Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for ad-
vancing those efforts. He
encouraged young inno-

vators to pursue original
ideas that contribute to
national progress, assert-
ing that India is on track
to become a superpower
by 2047, the centenary of
independence.

Highlighting the state’s
upcoming initiatives,
Naidu announced that
Tirupati will soon host a
Space City, Kurnool will
house a Drone City, Anan-
tapur will develop an Aer-
ospace City, and Vi-
sakhapatnam will
become a hub for a Medi-
cal Equipment Park. He
also cited his earlier ef-
forts in promoting the IT
sector in Hyderabad,
which had empowered
Telugu professionals to
earn high salaries glob-
ally. “Now, we are encour-
aging quantum comput-
ing in Amaravati and
have attracted a $15-bil-
lion investment from
Google in Visakhapat-
nam,” he added.

Union Minister of State
for Science and Technol-
ogy Dr. Jitendra Singh,
who also spoke at the

event, highlighted India’s
rapid strides in science
and technology. He said
India’s position in the
Global Innovation Index
hasrisen from 81st to 38th
in a decade. The country
now ranks eighth in the
global space economy and
has made remarkable
progress in defense
exports.

“There is massive glob-
al demand for India’s
BrahMos missiles, and
we have become a major
exporter of COVID-19
vaccines,” Singh said. He
credited the Modi govern-
ment for increasing budg-
et allocations to science
and encouraging private
participation in space
and critical minerals
sectors.

Naidu concluded that
forums like the Indian
Science Congress serve as
vital platforms to discuss
India’s progress, rein-
force cultural pride, and
unite innovation with tra-
dition for the nation’s ho-
listic growth

Compassion and Inner Knowledge at
Tirupati Science Congress

TPN Bureau |
December 26

irupati:
Emphasiz-
ing that for-
giveness and
compassion elevate hu-
man beings to higher
moral ground, Rash-
triya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) Chief Mo-
han Bhagwat said hu-
manity collectively
owes a debt to the
world, urging individu-
als to give back through
wisdom and ethical liv-
ing.Inaugurating the
four-day Indian Sci-
ence Congress at San-
skriti University in
Tirupati on Friday,
Bhagwat shared the
stage with Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh
and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu.
Addressing a packed
gathering of scholars
and students, he ob-
served that true happi-
ness lies beyond mate-
rial comforts and stems
from the harmony be-
tween body, intellect,
and soul. Bhagwat
warned that unchecked
development often
brings destruction
alongside progress, as
seen in industrialized
nations. Scientific ad-
vancement, he said,
must be guided by ethi-
cal consciousness and
inner Kknowledge
(jnana) rather than
merely external under-
standing (vijnana).
“Knowledge should
serve humanity, not
dominate it,” the RSS
chief remarked, high-
lighting the need for a

balanced interplay be-
tween material pro-
gress and spiritual
depth.He underlined
that physical needs
alone cannot define de-
velopment. “A truly de-
veloped society en-
sures the well-being of
all, not just a few,”
Bhagwat said, caution-
ing against social po-
larization between
those living in comfort
and those struggling
with distress.

He called upon citi-
zens to cultivate humil-
ity instead of arro-
gance a virtue that, he
said, determines the
true measure of one’s
greatness.Bhagwat
also spoke about In-
dia’s moral and intel-
lectual role in the mod-
ern world, asserting
that the nation has
both the ability and re-
sponsibility to guide
global civilization
through its values, eth-
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ics, and knowledge
systems.

“India must rise not
just economically but
also spiritually, to re-
claim its position as a
‘Vishwaguru’ the
teacher of the world,”
he declared. Highlight-
ing India’s linguistic
and cultural diversity,
Bhagwat said scientific
knowledge should be
made accessible in eve-
ry language to promote
inclusive intellectual
growth. India’s vision,
he added, must com-
bine economic pro-
gress, social balance,
and spiritual wisdom
to create a world rooted
in peace and purposeul
coexistence.“Dharma
is embedded in the
DNA of Indians,”
Bhagwat concluded,
appealing for unity in
thought and action to
make India a beacon of
wisdom, strength, and
compassion.

. D& RO AN ¢
Um0 NANNAYAUNTVERSIT

;-
-

Velugonda Project to Be Completed by 2026,

-

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

maravati: CAn-

dhra Pradesh Ir-
rigation Minister
Nimmala Rama-
naidu has reaffirmed
the government’s com-
mitment to completing
the long-pending Velu-
gonda Project by 2026.
The minister conduct-
ed a video conference
on Thursday to review
the current status of
ongoing construction
works and instructed
officials to expedite the
execution process to
meet the set deadline.
The meeting was at-
tended by Irrigation
Advisor Venkateswara
Rao, Engineer-in-
Chief Narasimharao
Murthy, Project Chief
Engineer, Superin-
tending Engineers, Ex-
ecutive Engineers, rep-

resentatives of the
executing agencies,
and other senior
officials.

Reviewing the pro-
gress, Minister Rama-
naidu said that signifi-
cant headway had been
made in the lining
works of Tunnel-2, a
key component of the
multi-district irriga-
tion project.“So far, 3.2
kilometers out of the
7-kilometer-long Tun-
nel-2 lining works have
been completed,” the
minister informed.
“Against the December
target of 456 meters,
we successfully com-
pleted 432 meters of
lining.

The remaining 3.6
kilometers will be
completed by June
2026 as per the revised
schedule,” he added.
Addressing a major
technical hurdle, the
minister said that the

committee appointed
to examine the remov-
al of the tunnel boring
machine (TBM) stuck
inside Tunnel-2 has
submitted its report to
the government. “We
are taking necessary
steps based on the
committee’s recom-
mendations to safely
extract the blocked
TBM and resume full-
scale tunneling opera-
tions,” Ramanaidu
stated.

The minister direct-
ed irrigation officials
and the concerned
agencies to immediate-
ly start lining works
on the feeder canal and
accelerate the con-
struction of the retain-
ing wall. He empha-
sized that all such
works must be com-
pleted before the end
of the current working
season.Ramanaidu un-
derscored that Chief

Says Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu

Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu is personal-
ly monitoring the pro-
gress of the Velugonda
Project and has in-
structed the irrigation
department to ensure
timely execution.

“Under the Chief
Minister’s guidance,
we are intensively su-
pervising every stage
of the project to
achieve the goal of
completing the Velu-
gonda scheme by 2026,”
he said. The Velugonda
Project, once fully op-
erational, is expected
to provide irrigation
and drinking water to
several drought-prone
regions of Prakasam,
Nellore, and Kadapa
districts, significantly
boosting agricultural
productivity and eas-
ing water scarcity in
southern Andhra
Pradesh.
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TANGUTURTU
(Prakasam District):
Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter for Fisheries, Dola
Sri Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy, reaffirmed the
state government’s com-
mitment to the welfare
of fishermen, stating
that the coalition govern-
ment is determined to
uplift the fishing com-
munity through a series
of welfare and livelihood
programs.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme held at his camp
office in Turpunayudu-
palem of Tanguturu
mandal on Friday, the
minister distributed tra-
ditional fishing nets to
several fishermen. He
said each unit’s cost
amounted to 2,43,700,
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Fishermen: Minister Dola SriBala

and nets were handed
over to seven beneficiar-
ies in the mandal.Swamy

announced that the gov-
ernment would soon pro-
vide motorized boats

along with engines to
fishermen across the
coastal region.

“Each boat with an en-
gine is worth nearly 52
lakh. The government is
taking steps to ensure
these reach fishermen
through transparent al-
location procedures,” he
said.Highlighting the
government’s enhanced
financial support, he
compared the new policy
with previous assis-
tance. “Earlier, fisher-
men’s families were giv-
en 4,500 as aid. Now, the
new coalition govern-
ment will provide 20,000
to active fishermen who
go out for fishing,” he
said, describing the in-
crease as a clear reflec-
tion of the government’s
pro-fishermen stance.

He further added that
the government would
extend pensions to fish-
ermen from the age of

50, ensuring social secu-
rity for those who dedi-
cate their lives to the pro-
fession. “This measure
will not only help retired
fishermen sustain their
livelihoods but also rec-
ognize their lifelong con-
tribution to the state’s
marine economy,” Swa-
my said.The minister
also announced an up-
coming subsidy scheme
aimed at diversifying the
income base of fisher-
men’s families. Under
this initiative, fishermen
will be provided with au-
to-rickshaws at a 40%
subsidy rate to help them
generate alternate in-
come during the non-
fishing season.

“The fishing commu-
nity forms an essential
part of our economy and
our society. Fish is a vital

source of nutrition and
plays a major role in
maintaining public
health. The state govern-
ment is fully committed
to expanding the fisher-
ies sector and adopting
modern practices to en-
hance fish wealth (Mat-
sya Sampada) in the
state,” he said.

Swamy emphasized
that only the coalition
government could deliv-
er substantial support to
fishermen. “Any mean-
ingful economic and so-
cial assistance to fisher-
men’s families is possible
only through the coali-
tion government led by
our alliance. We work
with sincerity and re-
sponsibility to improve
their living standards,”
he stated, assuring con-
tinued support for infra-

oalition Govt Extending Strong Support to

structural development
in the coastal fisheries
sector. He reiterated that
the Fisheries Depart-
ment was implementing
several welfare schemes
and modernization pro-
jects to improve equip-
ment, cold storage, pro-
cessing, and export
infrastructure to benefit
fishermen directly.Dur-
ing the distribution pro-
gramme, senior Fisher-
ies Department officials,
including District Joint
Director Srinivas Rao
and Fisheries Field Of-
ficer Ravi Kumar, were
present.

Local leaders, TDP
functionaries, and sev-
eral fishermen attended
the event and expressed
their gratitude to the
minister for his proac-
tive initiatives.

New developmentsin

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: : A major
development unfolded
on Friday in the Tiru-
mala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Par-
akamani theft case, as
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) submit-
ted an interim report
to the Andhra Pradesh
High Court. The re-
port, prepared by the
ACB Director General,
contains detailed find-
ings on the assets of
the key accused, Ravi
Kumar, and his family
members.

According to sourc-
es, the ACB’s findings
outline significant fi-
nancial irregularities
linked to the accused,
who was earlier identi-
fied in the alleged mis-
appropriation of funds
and valuables from the
revered Parakamani,
the TTD’s temple treas-
ury counting centre.

The interim report
was formally handed
over to the bench hear-
ing the ongoing case in
the High Court.Upon

arakamani case

receiving the report,
the Andhra Pradesh
High Court stated that
it would examine the
contents thoroughly
before issuing any di-
rectives. The court fur-
ther clarified that ap-
propriate orders would
be passed after a de-
tailed review of the
ACB’s observations
and evidence.During
Friday’s hearing, the
bench also directed the
state’s Criminal Inves-
tigation Department
(CID) to examine
whether the circum-
stances merit the reg-
istration of a fresh
First Information Re-
port (FIR) in connec-
tion with the case.
Citing earlier Su-
preme Court verdicts,
the High Court ob-
served that based on
the evolving circum-
stances, another FIR
could be justified if
new evidence or di-
mensions emerge in
the investigation.The
court emphasized that
while most of the
probe has already been

completed, certain key
aspects still require
deeper scrutiny before
final conclusions can
be drawn. The bench
also heard arguments
from both government
counsel and represent-
atives for the accused
regarding the scope of
the investigation and
the role of the ACB.
The next hearing in
the case has been
scheduled for January
5. Legal observers sug-
gest that by then, the
High Court may take a
firm view on the ACB’s
report and decide on
any further legal or
procedural actions re-
quired.With these pro-
ceedings, the TTD Par-
akamani theft case
already under intense
public and media scru-
tiny appears to be
heading toward a deci-
sive phase. The out-
come of the ACB’s in-
terim report and
potential High Court
directives are expected
to set the course for the
next stage of this high-
profile investigation.

Andhra Pradesh Government Orders Major Transfers in
Municipal Administration Department

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 26

Amaravathi: In a ma-
jor administrative re-
shuffle, the Andhra
Pradesh Government
has issued transfer and
posting orders for 11 key
officials in the Municipal
Administration Depart-
ment. The coalition gov-
ernment released official
proceedings on Friday
evening, announcing
new appointments for
several Municipal Com-
missioners and Deputy
Commissioners across
the state.

The transfer exercise
aims to strengthen urban
governance, enhance ad-
ministrative efficiency,
and accelerate ongoing
development projects in
municipalities and mu-
nicipal corporations.
With the latest postings,
several urban local bod-
ies will witness new lead-
ership taking charge,
marking a shift in local-
level management and
policy execution.Accord-
ing to official sources,

D. Pavani has been ap-
pointed as the new Mu-
nicipal Commissioner of
Parvathipuram, while M.
Anjaiah has been posted
as Deputy Commissioner
of Anantapur Municipal
Corporation. In Tirupati,
U. Sharadadevi has been
given charge as the Addi-
tional Municipal
Commissioner.

Similarly, D. Kondayya
has been appointed as
the Municipal Commis-

sioner of Pedana, and M.
Manjunath Goud has
been assigned as Assis-
tant Commissioner of
Proddutur Municipality.

Meanwhile, Abdul
Rasheed, who was serv-
ing as the Chirala Munic-
ipal Commissioner, has
been transferred from
his present post. He will
be replaced by Daniel Jo-
seph, who will now take
charge as the new Munic-
ipal Commissioner of
Chirala.In another key

-
posting, S. Baby, the Mu-

nicipal Commissioner of
Nandikotkur, has been

moved to the Department
of Fisheries and
Revenue.

G. Venkataramireddy
has been appointed as
the new Municipal Com-
missioner of Nandikot-
kur.The government has
also posted P. Sridhar as
the new Municipal Com-
missioner of Kanigiri.
The present Kanigiri
Commissioner, P.

Krishnamohan Reddy,
has been directed to re-
port to the General Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment (GAD) for further
posting.

Officials in the Munici-
pal Administration De-
partment stated that
these changes are part of
the government’s larger
effort to improve ac-
countability and ensure
smooth implementation
of urban development
schemes under the new

coalition administration.
The reshuffle also re-
flects the government’s
focus on bringing in dy-
namic officers to critical
urban centers to speed
up infrastructure, sanita-
tion, and civic service de-
livery initiatives.The
new officers are expected
to assume charge imme-
diately, with the changes
likely to reflect on field-
level administration in
the coming weeks.

TTPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: In a major
relief to Andhra Pradesh
State Road Transport
Corporation (APSRTC)
employees declared med-
ically unfit, the state gov-
ernment has issued fresh
orders providing alter-
native employment op-
portunities. The deci-
sion, aimed at protecting
the livelihoods of affect-
ed workers, comes as
part of the coalition gov-
ernment’s broader em-
ployee welfare initiative
following the merger of
APSRTC with the state
government.

According to an order

issued by Special Chief
Secretary M.T. Krishna
Babu, those who were de-
clared medically unfit
after January 1, 2020,
will be offered alterna-
tive jobs either within
the APSRTC or in other
government depart-
ments, depending on
their qualifications and
eligibility. Until now,
such provisions were
limited only to drivers
who were rendered medi-
cally unfit before the
merger. Under the re-
vised policy, employees
falling under 21 catego-
ries in APSRTC who be-
come medically unfit
will now be eligible for

redeployment in equiva-
lent or suitable posi-

tions. The new scheme
covers conductors, driv-

ers, mechanics, record
tracers, assistants, and

other staff categories.
Officials said that if an
employee does not meet
the qualifications re-
quired for alternative
posts within APSRTC,
they would be consid-
ered for placement in
other departments
through the respective
district collectors. The
collectors have been in-
structed to identify suit-
able roles matching the
educational or technical
qualifications of these
employees. Those who
are not eligible for any
alternative employment
will receive additional
monetary benefits as
compensation.Further-

more, employees who
choose voluntary retire-
ment due to medical un-
fitness will also be grant-
ed additional financial
benefits. The govern-
ment has directed the
APSRTC Managing Di-
rector and the Commis-
sioner of Public Trans-
port Department to take
immediate follow-up ac-
tion and ensure the new
policy’s uniform imple-
mentation across all dis-
tricts.The decision has
been widely welcomed by
employee unions. Lead-
ers from the APSRTC Na-
tional Mazdoor Union
(NMU), Employees Un-
ion (EU), and Labour

AP Government Announces Relief for Medically
Unfit RTC Employ

Council expressed their
gratitude to Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu for addressing the
long-pending issue of
medically unfit staff.
They hailed the move as
a humane decision that
recognizes the service of
RTC employees who lost
their fitness while per-
forming their duties. Un-
ion leaders stated that
the decision would not
only improve morale
among operational per-
sonnel but also ensure
financial security for
those who can no longer
continue in physically
demanding roles due to
health conditions.
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Farmer Dies of Heart Attack During Minister Narayana’s
Public Meeting in Amaravati

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: A tragic
incident occurred on
Friday when a farmer
attending a public meet-
ing with Andhra
Pradesh Minister P.
Narayana collapsed and
died of a suspected
heart attack. The meet-
ing, held in Mandadam
village of the Amara-
vati capital region, was
organized to address lo-
cal farmers’ grievances
regarding land acquisi-
tion for road widening
and other development
projects.

The deceased, identi-
fied as M. Ramulu, a
farmer in his late 60s,
had attended the meet-
ing to raise concerns
about compensation
and the return of plots
under the state’s land
pooling scheme. Eye-
witnesses said Ramulu
appeared highly dis-
tressed over the alloca-
tion of plots near the
seed access road, which
he and other farmers
considered critical for
their livelihoods. Short-

ly after presenting his
concerns to Minister
Narayana and local
MLA Tenali Sravan

Kumar, Ramulu sud-
denly collapsed. Villag-
ers and officials imme-
diately attempted
cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) and
rushed him to a nearby
hospital in Tadepalli.
Doctors declared him
dead on arrival. The un-
expected death sent
shockwaves through

the local community.
Residents said Ramulu
had been under im-
mense stress due to on-
going land disputes and
was worried about the
future of his family’s
land and compensation.
Many described the at-
mosphere in the village
as one of grief and dis-
belief. The public meet-
ing had been convened
to address growing un-
rest among villagers
concerned about losing

their homes and fields
to infrastructure pro-
jects associated with
Amaravati’s develop-
ment. Authorities are
reportedly reviewing
plans for the acquisi-
tion of nearly 100 house-
holds and several places
of worship in the re-
gion, pending further
consultations.
Minister Narayana
expressed condolences
to Ramulu’s family and
assured that the govern-

ment remains commit-
ted to addressing farm-
ers’ concerns. He
emphasized that all de-
cisions regarding land
pooling and plot alloca-
tions would be made af-
ter careful considera-
tion of local opinions
and in compliance with
existing guidelines.

Authorities have
launched an investiga-
tion to determine the
exact cause of Ramu-
lu’s death, though pre-
liminary indications
suggest it was a cardiac
event triggered by
stress during the emo-
tionally charged discus-
sion. Farmer groups
have called for more
transparent and empa-
thetic engagement from
the government regard-
ing land and compensa-
tion matters.

The incident has
highlighted the mental
and physical toll of pro-
longed land disputes
and underscored the ur-
gent need for better sup-
port mechanisms for
farmers affected by de-
velopment projects in
the Amaravati region.

Union Minister Nadda Urges Andhra Pradesh to
Adopt PPP Model for Healthcare Expansion

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 19
Amaravati:

Union
Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister J.P. Na-
dda has sent a detailed
letter to Andhra
Pradesh Health Minis-
ter Y. Satya Kumar Ya-
dav, urging the state
government to intensi-
fy its adoption of the
Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model to ex-
pand healthcare infra-

structure and improve
medical services
across the state. The
communication comes
amid political debate
in Andhra Pradesh
over the best approach
to develop new medical
colleges and strength-
en public health servic-
es. In his letter, Minis-
ter Nadda outlined the
significant role that
PPP projects have
played in building crit-
ical infrastructure in
India over the past two
decades. He empha-
sized that the health-
care sector offers simi-
lar potential, where

collaboration between
the government and
private entities can ac-
celerate the construc-
tion of new medical
colleges, modernize ex-
isting hospitals, and
enhance diagnostic, di-
alysis, and technology
driven healthcare
services.

The Union minister
highlighted that the
Centre is ready to pro-
vide substantial finan-
cial support through
the Viability Gap Fund-
ing (VGF) scheme. Un-
der this framework, up
to 60 percent of the to-
tal project cost can be
supported for setting
up medical colleges
and related healthcare
infrastructure. For pi-
lot projects, the sup-
port could extend up to
80 percent of capital
expenditure and 50 per-
cent of operational
costs during the initial
five years. The VGF as-
sistance would be
shared equally be-
tween the Central and
state governments,
helping to reduce the

financial burden on
Andhra Pradesh while
encouraging private
participation.
Minister Nadda also
drew attention to the
India Infrastructure
Project Development
Fund (ITPDF) scheme,
which offers financial
assistance of up to 5
crore per project for
feasibility studies,
technical advice, and
project preparation. He
recommended that the
state government es-
tablish a dedicated PPP

Cell within the Health
Department, which
would serve as a nodal
point for planning, co-
ordinating, and moni-
toring PPP initiatives
in close cooperation
with the Union Health
Ministry.

The letter reinforced
the idea that PPP part-
nerships can provide
not only capital and ex-
pertise but also im-
prove the quality, effi-
ciency, accountability,
and accessibility of
healthcare services. By

sharing responsibili-
ties and risks, the mod-
el aims to deliver faster
completion of health
sector projects, opti-
mize the use of exist-
ing facilities, and en-
sure higher standards
of patient care.

Health Minister
Satya Kumar Yadav re-
sponded by thanking
the Union minister for
his guidance and as-
sured continued efforts
to develop healthcare
infrastructure. The
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has plans to
build multiple medical
colleges under the PPP
model and will work
closely with the Centre
to secure necessary ap-
provals and support.

The Union minister’s
letter reflects the Cen-
tre’s broader push for
innovative financing
mechanisms in social
sectors and under-
scores the potential of
PPPs to bridge gaps in
health infrastructure
while enhancing ser-
vice delivery for the
public.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: The
Tirumala Parakamani
theft case has once
again come under judi-
cial scrutiny, with the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court reviewing the
progress of investiga-
tions into the alleged
misappropriation of
foreign currency dona-
tions at the Tirumala
temple’s Parakamani,
the sacred counting
centre for offerings
made by devotees.

During a recent
hearing, the High
Court examined an in-
terim report submitted
by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) detail-
ing the assets and fi-
nancial background of
the prime accused, C.
V. Ravi Kumar, and his
family members. The
court observed that the
report would be care-
fully examined before

Seeks Detailed Probe

issuing further direc-
tions and stressed the
need for a thorough
and transparent inves-
tigation given the sen-
sitive nature of the
case.

The court also asked
the Crime Investiga-
tion Department (CID)
to clarify whether a
fresh First Informa-
tion Report is required,
considering develop-
ments in the case and
earlier legal proceed-
ings. Judges noted that
while significant por-
tions of the probe had
progressed, certain as-
pects still required
closer examination to
ensure no procedural
lapses.

The case dates back
to April 2023, when
Ravi Kumar, an em-
ployee associated with
Parakamani opera-
tions, was allegedly
caught attempting to
steal foreign currency

from the donation
counting area. An ini-
tial theft case was reg-
istered at Tirupati po-
lice station. However,
the matter later be-
came controversial af-
ter it was reportedly
settled through a Lok
Adalat compromise,
under which the ac-
cused agreed to donate
properties to the tem-
ple trust.

This settlement trig-
gered widespread con-
cern and legal chal-
lenges, with petitioners
questioning how a seri-
ous theft involving
temple donations could
be closed without a
comprehensive investi-
gation. Acting on these
petitions, the High
Court directed both the
CID and ACB to con-
duct parallel probes
into the theft and the
circumstances sur-
rounding the compro-
mise. The agencies

were also instructed to

coordinate with cen-
tral authorities where
necessary.

Adding to the gravi-
ty of the case, a police
inspector who was a
key complainant in the
matter was found dead
under suspicious cir-
cumstances earlier
this year. The incident
raised fresh questions
and intensified calls
for an impartial and
exhaustive inquiry.

The High Court em-
phasized that public
faith in institutions
like Tirumala Tirupati

High Court Takes Up Tirumala Parakamani Theft Case,

Devasthanams must be
protected and that any
wrongdoing related to
temple funds must be
dealt with firmly. The
matter has been posted
for further hearing in
early January, with the
court expected to re-
view additional find-
ings and decide on the
next course of action.
Legal observers say
the case has far-reach-
ing implications for
accountability, trans-
parency, and the han-
dling of public dona-
tions in religious
institutions.
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YSRCP Leader Bala Vajra Babu Slams Chandrababu
Naidu Government Over Amaravati Farmers

TPN Bureau |
December 26

Amaravati / Gun-
tur: Senior YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP)
leader Bala Vajra
Babu has strongly
criticised the Chan-
drababu Naidu-led
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment, accusing it
of betraying farmers
who gave up their
lands for the Amara-
vati capital project.
Addressing the media
in Guntur district, he
alleged that the cur-
rent administration
had failed to honour
assurances made to
land-donating farm-
ers and had pushed
them into uncertainty
and hardship.

Bala Vajra Babu,
who serves as the YS-
RCP coordinator for
the Tadikonda constit-
uency, said thousands
of farmers had volun-
tarily pooled their
lands with the hope of
long-term benefits and
development. Howev-
er, he claimed that the
government’s policies
had instead caused
distress, leaving many
farmers without prop-
er compensation, in-
frastructure, or clari-
ty on their future. He
alleged that promises
made during elections
and at public meetings

were yet to be fulfilled.
The YSRCP leader
said the government’s
handling of the Am-
aravati issue exposed
what he described as
its anti-farmer atti-
tude. He accused the
ruling coalition of pri-
oritising political in-
terests over the wel-
fare of farming
families who sacri-
ficed their livelihoods
for the capital’s devel-
opment. According to
him, the lack of clear
communication and
delayed decisions had
deepened anxiety
among farmers in the
region.

Bala Vajra Babu
also criticised the gov-
ernment for what he
termed selective de-
velopment and neglect
of rural communities.
He claimed that farm-
ers were being forced
to repeatedly protest
to seek justice, even
years after giving up
their land. He de-
manded that the gov-
ernment immediately
address unresolved is-
sues related to land
pooling, plot alloca-
tion, and promised
benefits.

The comments
come amid ongoing
political friction be-
tween the ruling Telu-
gu Desam Party-led
government and the
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opposition YSR Con-
gress Party. While the
government main-
tains that it is commit-
ted to Amaravati’s de-
velopment and
farmers’ welfare, op-
position leaders con-
tinue to question the
pace of progress and
the implementation of
assurances.

Responding indi-
rectly to such criti-
cism, ruling party
leaders have stated
that the government is
working to revive
stalled projects and
ensure balanced re-
gional development.
They argue that eco-
nomic constraints and
administrative chal-
lenges inherited from
previous administra-
tions have slowed pro-
gress, but insist that
farmers’ interests re-
main a priority.

Political observers
say the Amaravati
land issue remains a
sensitive and emotive
subject in Andhra
Pradesh politics. With
opposition leaders in-
tensifying their at-
tacks and farmers de-
manding concrete
action, the debate
over capital develop-
ment and agrarian
justice is expected to
dominate the political
landscape in the com-
ing months.

YSRCP’s Vellampalli Srinivas Slams Chandrababu
Naidu Government Over Governance Issues

TPN Bureau | Dec
26

Amaravati: Senior
YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) leader Vel-
lampalli Srinivas has
launched a strong at-
tack on the Chandrab-
abu Naidu-led Andhra
Pradesh government,
accusing it of failing
on multiple fronts, in-
cluding public wel-
fare, employment, and
equitable develop-
ment across the state.
In a statement to the
media, Srinivas said
the government’s poli-
cies had disappointed
large sections of the
population and wid-
ened existing socio-
economic disparities.

Addressing report-
ers in Amaravati, Vel-
lampalli Srinivas al-
leged that despite
assurances of good
governance and devel-
opment, the ruling
Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) had not deliv-
ered tangible benefits
to ordinary citizens.
He claimed that un-
employment re-
mained high and that
youth in the state
were increasingly
frustrated due to lack
of job opportunities
and adequate support
from the government.
Srinivas also criti-
cised the state admin-
istration for its han-
dling of farmers’
issues, particularly
those related to land
pooling and compen-
sation in the Amara-
vati capital region. He
argued that promises
made to land-donating
farmers had not been
fulfilled, leading to
ongoing distress in
rural communities.
According to him, the

government’s appar-
ent neglect of agricul-
tural concerns was
creating unrest
among farming fami-
lies who had sacri-
ficed land for the
state’s development
goals.The YSRCP
leader further
charged the govern-
ment with neglecting
the welfare of work-
ers and marginalised
communities. Srini-
vas claimed that so-
cial welfare schemes
were either delayed or
poorly implemented,
failing to reach the in-
tended beneficiaries.
He highlighted that
the lack of effective
outreach and moni-
toring had weakened
the impact of several
flagship programmes.
In his critique, Srini-
vas appealed to the
people of Andhra
Pradesh to hold the
government account-
able for its shortcom-
ings. He said that the
opposition would re-
lentlessly raise issues
of public concern and
push for corrective
measures that priori-
tised the needs of or-
dinary citizens over
political interests.
Vellampalli Srini-
vas also touched on is-
sues related to public

safety and infrastruc-
ture, stating that citi-
zens expected better
services from the gov-
ernment in delivering
secure environments
and modern facilities.
He emphasised that
good governance
should be measured
not by rhetoric but by
visible improvements
in people’s lives.

Responding to Srini-
vas’ comments, ruling
party supporters de-
fended the govern-
ment’s performance,
stating that develop-
mental initiatives, in-
frastructure projects,
and welfare pro-
grammes were under-
way and progressing
steadily. They claimed
that the administra-
tion was committed to
inclusive growth and
that critics would soon
see results from ongo-
ing reforms. Political
analysts say that ex-
changes between the
opposition and the rul-
ing alliance are likely
to intensify as both
parties prepare for up-
coming electoral con-
tests, with issues such
as employment, rural
distress, and govern-
ance performance be-
coming central themes
in public discourse.




POLT

m VIJAYAWADA, 27™ DECEMBER, 2025

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 26

AVijayawaada: A for-
mal representation has
been made to the Gov-
ernment of Andhra
Pradesh seeking imme-
diate intervention to en-
sure the timely payment
of tribal allowances to
doctors serving in Pri-
mary Health Centres
(PHCs) located in noti-
fied tribal and agency
areas across the state.
The representation,
submitted on Tuesday
to Mrs. S. Jhansi, IAS,
Commissioner, Tribal
Welfare Department,
highlights long-stand-
ing delays in the disbur-
sal of tribal allowances,
despite clear govern-
ment orders already in
force.

The memorandum
was personally handed
over by Dr. Ambati Naga
Radhakrishna Yadav,
Chairman of the YSRCP
NTR District Doctors
Wing, accompanied by

Tanubuddi Sekhar Red-
dy, Chairman of the YS-
RCP NTR District Trade
Wing, at the Commis-
sioner’s office in
Vijayawada.
Highlights of the
representation
According to the rep-
resentation, as per
G.0.Ms.No.411 of the
Health, Medical and
Family Welfare (A2) De-
partment dated Novem-
ber 5, 2001, doctors
working in notified trib-
al PHCs are entitled to
receive a tribal allow-
ance as an incentive for
rendering medical ser-
vices in difficult, re-
mote, and underserved
areas. This provision
was later revised
through G.0.Ms.No0.296
dated November 18,
2022, fixing the allow-
ance at 3,500 per month
for male doctors and
4,000 per month for fe-
male doctors. However,
despite these clear di-
rectives, field-level im-

VIJAYAWADA

plementation remains
inconsistent. Many doc-
tors posted in tribal
belts reportedly face
months-long delays or
complete non-payment
of allowances. “The gov-
ernment’s intention to

motivate and retain doc-
tors in challenging trib-
al areas is being under-
mined by the irregular
implementation of
these sanctioned incen-
tives,” the memoran-
dum observed.

A continuing concern
amid protestsThis issue
has been repeatedly
raised by PHC doctors
during recent demon-
strations across the
state in 2025. Their de-
mands included the

clearance of pending
tribal allowances, regu-
larization of transfers
in agency areas, and
timely release of other
service benefits. Doc-
tors claim that while
policy measures have
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Representation submitted to AP government for timely payments

been progressive, ad-
ministrative follow-up
at the district level has
fallen short, affecting
morale among staff
serving in remote re-
gions with limited infra-
structure and logistical
support. Appeal to the
Tribal Welfare Commis-
sionerSpeaking after
submitting the memo-
randum, Dr. Ambati
Naga Radhakrishna Ya-
dav said the representa-
tion was intended to
draw the attention of
the Tribal Welfare De-
partment to the ongoing
discrepancy between
policy and practice. “We
have requested the hon-
orable Commissioner to
initiate regular moni-
toring mechanisms so
that PHC doctors posted
in agency areas receive
their dues without de-
lay. Timely payment of
allowances is not just a
financial matter—it is a
matter of respect and
motivation for those

serving at the grass-
roots,” he said.

He also expressed con-
fidence that the Com-
missioner, known for
her proactive engage-
ment in welfare admin-
istration, would look
into the matter and is-
sue necessary direc-
tions to streamline the
payment process. The
YSRCP NTR District
Doctors Wing empha-
sized that prompt action
on this front will
strengthen health-care
delivery in tribal zones
by improving staff re-
tention and ensuring
that public health ser-
vices remain uninter-
rupted in these vulner-
able regions.

The delegation also
conveyed their appreci-
ation to the Tribal Wel-
fare Department for its
continued efforts to im-
prove the welfare of
medical personnel serv-
ing in tribal Andhra
Pradesh.

lllicit Liquor Case in Annamayya
District: Court Grants Three-Day
Custody for Five Accused

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 16

Annamayya Dis-
trict: A major develop-
ment has taken place
in the ongoing illicit
liquor case that has
grabbed attention
across the region. The
Excise Department
has secured three-day
police custody of five
key accused, following
a petition filed before
the Thamballapalle
Court seeking custody
of seven individuals
connected to the case.
According to sources,
the court held a de-
tailed hearing on the
Excise Department’s
petition and subse-
quently granted cus-
tody of five persons
while rejecting the re-
quest for the remain-
ing two.

The court’s deci-
sion allows investiga-
tors to continue exam-
ining the alleged
nexus and operations
behind the illicit lig-
uor racket that has
been under investiga-
tion for several weeks.
The five accused who
were granted custody
include A1 Addepalli
Janardhan Rao, A26
Jaganmohan Rao, A28
Tandra Ramesh, A27
Tirumala Shetty Srini-
vasa Rao, and A29
Shaik Allabakh.

All five accused were
in judicial remand at

Madanapalle Sub-Jail
before being handed
over to the Excise offi-
cials.Following the
court’s orders, the Ex-
cise police took custo-
dy of the accused on
Friday. They were first
taken to a local govern-
ment hospital for man-
datory medical exami-
nation as per protocol.
Once the medical pro-
cedures were complet-
ed, the officials trans-
ported them to the
Madanapalle Excise
Station for further
questioning. Excise of-
ficials, along with the
Special Investigation
Team (SIT), are expect-
ed to interrogate the
accused intensively
over the next three
days to trace the sup-
ply chain and identify
other individuals sus-
pected of involvement
in the production and
distribution of illicit
liquor within the An-
namayya region.Pre-
liminary investiga-
tions have revealed
that the accused played

significant roles in the
procurement of raw
materials, transporta-
tion, and distribution
network of the illegal
liquor operation.

The police aim to
gather more evidence
regarding financial
transactions, produc-
tion locations, and pos-
sible political or busi-
ness links associated
with the case.Authori-
ties have also stepped
up enforcement in
nearby villages to pre-
vent recurring in-
stances of illicit liquor
manufacture.

The Excise Depart-
ment reiterated that
strict action would be
taken against anyone
found participating in
or facilitating such un-
lawful activities.The
three-day custody pe-
riod is expected to pro-
vide crucial leads to
the investigation team
as they continue their
efforts to dismantle
the network behind
the illicit trade.

Pemmasani Clarifies
ROV works

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 16

Guntur: Union Min-
ister Pemmmasani
Clarifies ROV Works
Progress Continues-
Work on the much-
awaited Shankar Vilas
Road Over Bridge
(ROB) in Guntur is
continuing without in-
terruption, Union
Minister for State for
Railways, Dr. Pem-
masani Chan-
drasekhar, has clari-
fied. Addressing a
press conference in
Guntur on Friday, the
minister said reports
and rumours suggest-
ing a halt in construc-
tion were incorrect.

He assured that the
project was progress-
ing as planned and
nearing another cru-
cial phase. Dr. Pemm-
masani said that the
process of removing
the old bridge struc-
ture over the railway

track would begin
within the next two to
three weeks. Once
that phase is complet-
ed, work would pro-
ceed on the second
half of the bridge to
ensure smoother traf-
fic flow.

He emphasised that
the ROB project had al-
ready achieved good
progress on one side,
and after its comple-
tion, work would move
to the opposite side
with equal momen-
tum.The minister also
addressed local busi-
ness concerns and
clarified that the de-
mand from some trad-
ers for constructing an
iconic bridge design at
the location was not
feasible at this stage.
“Constructing an icon-
ic structure in this
area would cause more
displacement and loss-
es to many traders and
residents.

The current design
is practical and in-
tended to benefit a
larger section of the
population,” he
explained.

In response to ques-
tions on land acquisi-
tion delays, Dr. Pemm-
masani said that most
required land parcels
had already been se-
cured, while acquisi-
tion proceedings were
initiated for the re-
maining areas owned
by a few traders who
had not agreed to vol-
untarily part with
their properties.

He assured that the
government was fol-
lowing due legal pro-
cess and offering fair
compensation. The
central government
has allocated 30
crore specifically for
land acquisition and
related expenses, Dr.
Pemmmasani
confirmed.

Three killed, three injured as private bus rams into

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 26

Guntur: In a tragic
road mishap late Thurs-
day night, three people
lost their lives and three
others sustained inju-
ries after a private travel
bus rammed into a sta-
tionary car on the na-
tional highway near An-
kireddypalem in Guntur
district. The accident oc-
curred under the juris-
diction of Nallapadu Po-
lice Station, leaving
behind a scene of devas-
tation and panic among
motorists passing
through the route.

According to police re-
ports, the victims were
returning from Tirupati
when the accident took
place. Their car had ap-
parently stopped by the
roadside due to a techni-
cal issue when a private
travels bus, heading in
the same direction,
crashed into it at high
speed. The impact was
so severe that the car
was completely man-

stationa; car near Guntur

gled, killing three pas-
sengers instantly and
injuring the other three
occupants.

The deceased were
identified as Sushila
(64), Venkayya (70), and
Mahesh (28), all belong-
ing to Suryapet district
in Telangana. The in-
jured victims were im-
mediately shifted to
Guntur Government
General Hospital for
treatment. Police stated
that their condition is
stable but critical medi-
cal attention is being
provided.Preliminary
investigation suggests
that overspeeding and
driver negligence might
have caused the
accident.

Eyewitnesses told po-
lice that the bus was
moving at a high speed
and the driver tried to
overtake another vehi-
cle when it hit the sta-
tionary car. Nallapadu
police arrived at the
scene soon after being
informed by passersby

and launched a rescue
operation with the help
of local residents. The
bodies of the deceased
were moved to the gov-
ernment hospital in
Guntur for postmortem
examination.

Police have registered
a case and taken the bus
driver into custody for
questioning. Efforts are
underway to determine
whether the bus compa-

ny followed safety regu-
lations and if the vehicle
had the necessary per-
mits and maintenance
clearance.This incident
has once again raised
concerns about road
safety on national high-
ways, particularly dur-
ing the night hours
when heavy commercial
traffic and private tour
vehicles dominate the
roads. Local authorities

have urged transport
companies to ensure
proper driver rest hours,
vehicle maintenance,
and adherence to speed
limits to prevent such
tragic accidents. Police
have advised motorists
to remain vigilant while
parking or halting vehi-
cles along busy national
highway stretches, espe-
cially during night
travel.

Bhuvaneswari Lays Foundations for
Multiple Development Prolects

)

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 16

Nimmakuru: In a sig-
nificant boost to infra-
structure and welfare
initiatives in her native
village, Nara Bhuvane-
swari, Managing Trus-
tee of NTR Trust and
wife of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu
Naidu, toured Nim-
makuru village in
Krishna district on Fri-
day. During her visit,
she inaugurated and
laid the foundation
stones for several de-
velopment projects
aimed at improving
healthcare and educa-
tion facilities in the
region.

Bhuvaneswari laid
the foundation stone
for a 30-bed hospital to
be built with an outlay
of 6 crore under NAB-
ARD funds. The hospi-
tal, once completed, is
expected to greatly en-
hance access to medi-
cal services for resi-
dents of Nimmakuru
and surrounding vil-
lages. She also inaugu-
rated a newly con-
structed boys’ hostel,
completed at a cost of
3.5 crore, which will
serve as a residential
facility for students
pursuing education in
the area.

e

Addressing a gather-
ing after the ceremo-
nies, Bhuvaneswari
emphasized the impor-
tance of education and
goal-setting for young
students. She advised
them to cultivate lead-
ership qualities, re-
minding them that stu-
dents play a decisive
role in shaping the fu-
ture of the nation. “By
the time you complete
your schooling, set a
clear purpose in life
and strive toward it
with discipline and de-

termination,” she said.
Recalling her child-
hood memories, Bhu-
vaneswari spoke fondly
of her visits to Nim-
makuru during sum-
mer vacations. “We
used to travel by RTC
bus and often watched
movies in Pamarru.
Those were unforgetta-
ble days,” she said,
sharing nostalgic mo-
ments that resonated
with the local audi-
ence. Highlighting the
contributions of NTR
Trust, she noted that

the organization con-
tinues to extend servic-
es in multiple sectors,
including education,
healthcare, women em-
powerment, and disas-
ter relief. She reaf-
firmed her commitment
to supporting develop-
ment activities in her
ancestral village and
promised to bring un-
resolved local issues to
the attention of the
Chief Minister and the
district authorities for
prompt resolution. Lo-
cal officials, villagers,

and representatives
from NTR Trust partic-
ipated in the events, ex-
pressing gratitude for
the renewed focus on
rural development. The
day-long visit marked
another step in
strengthening NTR
Trust’s community en-
gagement and reaf-
firmed Bhuvaneswari’s
personal connection to
Nimmakuru, the birth-
place of legendary Tel-
ugu actor and former
Chief Minister N.T.
Rama Rao.
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Techie Turned anja Smuggler Arrested in Anakapalle

TPN Bureau Anaka-
palle, December 26, 2025
— Police in Anakapalle
district have arrested a
gang involved in illegal
marijuana trafficking,
including a former soft-
ware professional who
allegedly abandoned her
IT career to join the
drug trade. The opera-
tion, conducted by the
Nathavaram police, led
to the seizure of a large
quantity of cannabis
and vehicles used in the
smuggling network.The
key suspect has been
identified as Gadi Renu-
ka, a B.Tech graduate
and former software em-
ployee. Police said Re-
nuka, along with seven
others, was apprehend-
ed following intelligence
on their involvement in
transporting cannabis
across regions.

During the raid, offic-
ers recovered approxi-
mately 74 kilograms of
dry marijuana, a car,
and two motorcycles
from the possession of
the accused. The esti-
mated value of the
seized contraband is

around 33 lakh, accord-
ing to authorities.

Officials said the gang
included individuals
from various localities
who were allegedly coor-
dinating to move canna-
bis to different markets.
They reportedly used lo-
cal transport routes
through Anakapalle dis-
trict to supply marijua-
na and may have been
distributing it beyond
state borders.

Speaking to the press,
Nathavaram Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police
Srinivas Rao said the ar-
rests came after a sus-
tained investigation and
surveillance of the
gang’s movements. He
warned that narcotics
trafficking would be
dealt with strictly under
the law and urged any-
one involved in similar
activities to cease
immediately.

Renuka’s transforma-
tion from a professional
IT worker to an alleged
smuggling operative has
shocked the local com-
munity. Relatives and
neighbors expressed
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surprise, noting that she
had pursued higher edu-
cation and a respectable
career before reportedly
choosing to engage in il-
legal activity.

A formal case has
been registered against
all the arrested individ-
uals, and police are
continuing the investi-
gation to uncover the
full extent of the net-

work and identify pos-
sible collaborators. Au-
thorities are also
examining whether the
gang had links to larger
narcotics trafficking
rings operating in oth-
er states.

The arrests and sei-
zure underscore the
growing challenge law
enforcement faces in
combating drug distri-

bution networks, includ-
ing those involving edu-
cated and formerly
legitimate professionals
who may be drawn into
illegal enterprises for fi-
nancial gain. Officials
emphasized that such
activities will continue
to be met with strict le-
gal action to curb the
spread of narcotics in
the region.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 26

Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Fri-
day visited the residence
of NTR Raju, a senior
and respected member
of the Nandamuri fami-
ly, in Tirupati. The visit
was part of Naidu’s on-
going engagements in
the temple city and his
efforts to connect with
key figures associated
with the Telugu Desam
Party’s legacy.

NTR Raju, a veteran
known for his long-
standing association
with public life, received
the Chief Minister at his
home. The meeting was
described as cordial and
respectful, with Naidu
offering personal greet-
ings and discussing mat-
ters of mutual interest
with Raju and his family.
Several local leaders and
party workers were pre-
sent during the interac-
tion. The visit reflects
Naidu’s commitment to
maintaining close ties
with senior party mem-
bers and respected per-

sonalities connected to
the Nandamuri family.
NTR Raju has been ac-
knowledged for his expe-
rience and insights on
regional political devel-
opments, and the meet-
ing was seen as a gesture
of goodwill and unity
within the party during
a period of significant
political activity in
Andhra Pradesh.

Earlier in the day,
Naidu participated in
other official engage-
ments in Tirupati. Dur-
ing his interactions, he
emphasized the impor-
tance of law and order
and warned against
rowdyism, underlining
his administration’s fo-
cus on public safety and
disciplined governance.
He also highlighted the
importance of instilling
cultural values and edu-
cating children about
India’s epic heritage
and moral traditions as
part of societal
education.

Naidu is expected to
attend additional offi-
cial events in Tirupati
and meet with local rep-

resentatives to discuss
development priorities
and community con-
cerns. Supporters
viewed his visit to NTR
Raju’s residence as a
unifying moment that
reinforced bonds be-
tween current leader-
ship and veteran party
stalwarts. Party sources
indicated that the Chief
Minister’s engagements
in Tirupati are being

Chandrababu Naidu Visits NTR Raju’s
Residence in Tirupati

carefully planned to
strengthen both politi-
cal relationships and ad-
ministrative outreach.
Observers noted that his
presence in the temple
city underscores his ef-
forts to maintain conti-
nuity of leadership val-
ues within the Telugu
Desam Party while ad-
dressing local issues
and shaping public dis-
course ahead of the new

year. The visit also drew
attention from local me-
dia and political ana-
lysts, who highlighted it
as an example of
Naidu’s efforts to honor
senior party figures
while actively engaging
with communities to en-
sure the government’s
developmental and ad-
ministrative priorities
are communicated
effectively.

High Court Issues Key Orders inTirumala
Parakamani Theft Case

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: The
Andhra Pradesh High
Court has issued several
significant directives in
the high-profile Parakam-
ani theft case, which in-
volves alleged irregulari-
ties at the currency
counting centre of the
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD). The
case first drew attention
in 2023 after a clerk was
accused of misappropri-
ating foreign currency of-
ferings at the temple.

On Friday, the High
Court reviewed a mid-
term asset report submit-
ted by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB)
regarding the properties
of the key accused, C.V.
Ravi Kumar, and his fam-
ily. The court accepted the
report and said it would
study the findings before
issuing further direc-
tions, highlighting the
need for a thorough ex-
amination of the ac-
cused’s asset holdings.

In addition, the court
directed the Crime Inves-
tigation Department
(CID) to investigate
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whether a fresh FIR
should be registered in
connection with the case.
While much of the inves-
tigation appears nearly
complete, the judges not-
ed there remain critical
unanswered questions
about asset accumula-
tion, alleged illegal trans-
actions, and the possible
involvement of other in-
dividuals. The court em-
phasised the necessity of
a deeper inquiry before
proceeding further.

The next hearing in th
case has been scheduled
for January 5, 2026, pro-
viding investigators addi-
tional time to present de-
tailed evidence and
clarifications on unre-
solved matters. The
court’s order underlines
its commitment to ensur-
ing a comprehensive and
transparent probe rather
than a superficial
investigation.

Earlier, the High Court
had directed both the CID
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and the ACB to register
FIRs and investigate the
2023 theft case, following a
petition challenging a
Lok Adalat settlement
that had previously ended
formal proceedings. The
court also authorised co-
operation between the
two agencies and encour-
aged information sharing
with national enforce-
ment bodies to strengthen
the investigation.

The Parakamani case
involves the alleged mis-

appropriation of foreign
currency offerings at the
Tirumala temple, raising
concerns over procedural
lapses and the legality of
the settlement reached in
Lok Adalat. The High
Court’s recent orders sig-
nal a renewed judicial
push to uncover the full
facts and determine ac-
countability in what has
become one of the most
closely watched corrup-
tion-related probes in
Andhra Pradesh.
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Bhimavaram’s New DSP Raghuveer Vishnu

Holds Strategic Meeting with Deputy Speaker

TPN Bureau |

December 26

Bhimavaram / Am-
aravati: Newly ap-
pointed Deputy Su-
perintendent of
Police (DSP) Raghu-
veer Vishnu officially
assumed charge in
Bhimavaram on Fri-
day and held a strate-
gic meeting with
Andhra Pradesh Dep-
uty Speaker Raghu
Rama Krishna Raju
to discuss law and or-
der priorities, public
safety, and communi-
ty engagement
initiatives.

The meeting, held
at the Deputy Speak-
er’s residence, fo-
cused on maintaining
peace and security
across Bhimavaram
town and the Undi
constituency. Deputy
Speaker Raju urged
the new DSP to carry
out his responsibili-
ties with integrity,
impartiality, and dili-
gence, emphasizing
the importance of
transparent policing
to build public trust.

Crime prevention
and community safe-
ty formed a major
part of the discus-
sion. Both officials
stressed the need to
strengthen commu-
nity policing, im-
prove surveillance

systems, and deploy
CCTV cameras at
strategic locations to
enhance monitoring
and rapid response.
Traffic management
was also highlighted,
with plans to stream-
line vehicular move-
ment in Bhimavaram
town and reduce con-
gestion and accidents,
ensuring a safer envi-
ronment for resi-
dents.Raghuveer
Vishnu comes with a
strong background in
law enforcement, hav-
ing served in the An-
ti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) and gained in-
ternational experi-
ence through his ten-
ure with United
Nations peacekeep-
ing forces in Kosovo.
His diverse experi-
ence is expected to
contribute to efficient
administration, bet-
ter policing strate-
gies, and responsive
public engagement.
During the meet-
ing, DSP Vishnu as-
sured the Deputy
Speaker of his com-
mitment to working
closely with local au-
thorities, elected rep-
resentatives, and the
community to ad-
dress grievances
promptly and main-
tain peace. He high-
lighted plans to in-

crease police
visibility, improve re-
sponse times, and fos-
ter stronger connec-
tions between the
police force and the
public.

The meeting also
reflected the Andhra
Pradesh govern-
ment’s focus on
strengthening grass-
roots policing and fos-
tering collaboration
between legislators
and law enforcement
officials to ensure
safety and develop-
ment go hand in
hand. Community
leaders and residents
welcomed the engage-
ment, seeing it as a
proactive step toward
reinforcing law and
order and addressing
local concerns effec-
tively. Officials noted
that such strategic in-
teractions between
law enforcement and
political representa-
tives are vital for en-
suring that govern-
ance is responsive,
crime is minimized,
and the public feels
secure. The leader-
ship in Bhimavaram
isnow expected to lev-
erage this coordina-
tion to prepare for up-
coming civic events
and festivals in a well-
organized and safe
manner.

KIMS Clarifies Position on Adoni
Medical College Tender Confusion
in Andhra Pradesh

~

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 26

Amaravati: Amid
growing debate over
the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP)
model for new medi-
cal colleges in Andhra
Pradesh, KIMS Hospi-
tals has issued a state-
ment clarifying that it
has no involvement in
the tender process for
the proposed Adoni
Medical College and
Hospital project. The
announcement came
following confusion
about a bidder alleg-
edly linked to the hos-
pital network.

The Krishna Insti-
tute of Medical Sci-
ences (KIMS), Hy-
derabad, stated that it
did not participate in
or submit any bid for
the Adoni medical
college tender. As a
publicly listed com-
pany, KIMS noted that
any significant en-
gagement in such pro-
jects would have re-
quired formal
disclosure, which has
not occurred.

The misunder-
standing reportedly
arose from the partic-
ipation of Dr. Prem
Chand, a former di-
rector at KIMS, who
submitted a bid inde-
pendently through
his own private entity.
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State health officials
acknowledged that
the Andhra Pradesh
Medical Services &
Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation
(APMSIDC) mistak-
enly associated Dr.
Chand’s bid with
KIMS Hospitals, lead-
ing to the circulation
of incorrect informa-
tion. Authorities clar-
ified that Dr. Chand’s
entity will be evalu-
ated on its own mer-
its, independently of
KIMS Hospitals.
Should the bidder
meet all technical and
financial require-
ments, the project
may be awarded
accordingly.

The incident has
occurred against the
backdrop of wider
discussions on the
PPP model for medi-
cal colleges, which
has been a focal point
in Andhra Pradesh’s
public debate. Propo-
nents argue that PPPs
can help expand
healthcare infra-
structure rapidly by
leveraging private ex-
pertise and invest-
ment. The central
government has also
endorsed the PPP ap-
proach, providing
mechanisms such as
viability gap funding
to encourage partici-

pation. Critics, how-
ever, have expressed
concerns that PPPs
could lead to the pri-
vatization of govern-
ment services, limit
access for economi-
cally weaker sections,
and introduce uncer-
tainty in project costs.
Some observers also
note that a modest re-
sponse to tender invi-
tations for several
proposed colleges
highlights investor
hesitation.

In response to the
confusion, state offi-
cials and health au-
thorities emphasized
that the tender evalu-
ation process would
proceed transparent-
ly, ensuring that all
qualified bidders are
assessed fairly. KIMS
Hospitals’ clarifica-
tion is intended to dis-
pel misinformation
and allow the focus to
remain on the proper
evaluation of bids un-
der the PPP frame-
work. The statement
has helped clear mis-
conceptions in public
discourse and rein-
forced the govern-
ment’s commitment
to ensuring a trans-
parent, accountable
process for develop-
ing medical infra-
structure in Andhra
Pradesh.
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The Pongal season in Ta-
mil Nadu — traditionally
a time for families to cel-
ebrate cinema — is poised
to be unlike any other in
recent memory. This year,
two of Kollywood’s most
anticipated films, Jana
Nayagan and Parasakthi,
are not just competing for
box-office supremacy;
they have become proxies
in a burgeoning political
battleground that may
foreshadow the contours
of the 2026 Tamil Nadu as-
sembly elections.

At first glance, the Pon-
gal face-off between these
films fits within a familiar
cinematic ritual: big stars,
big releases, and fervent
fandom jostling to decide
which film will triumph.
But this year’s clash car-
ries an added layer of
symbolic significance. The
timing, titles, and associ-
ated personalities are
shaping what might be the
most politically freighted
box-office rivalry in re-
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history.
The Set-Up: A Star Turned
Politician

Jana Nayagan carries ex-
traordinary weight even be-
fore it hits theaters. It stars
Vijay, one of Tamil cinema’s
most bankable and beloved
stars, whose recent decision
to step into politics has
shaken up a political land-
scape long dominated by the
Dravidian parties — primar-
ily the DMK and ATADMK.
Vijay’s transition from mass
entertainer to political fig-
ure has blurred the lines be-
tween reel and real.

Vijay has declared that
Jana Nayagan will be his
“last film” before dedicating
himself fully to his political
aspirations. The film’s nar-
rative, reportedly involving
arighteous hero confronting
systemic corruption and in-
justice, aligns closely with
the larger political narrative
Vijay is cultivating: that of a
people’s champion willing to
challenge entrenched power

cent Tamil

cinema

structures.

Commercially, Jana Naya-
gan is expected to be a mas-
sive draw. Vijay’s recent
track record and fervent fan
base make him arguably one
of the most bankable stars
in India, and all indications
point toward strong box-of-
fice performance. In the con-
text of 2026, however, the
film is far more than a com-
mercial product; it is an ear-
ly test of Vijay’s political

capital and public
resonance.
The Counterpunch:

Parasakthi and Historical
Resonance

Waiting in the wings is
Parasakthi, a film that
evokes historical and ideo-
logical gravitas through its
title alone. The original 1952
Parasakthi is a cornerstone
of Tamil cinema and Dravid-
ian politics: scripted by M.
Karunanidhi and starring
Sivaji Ganesan, it featured
powerful critiques of social
inequality, religious ortho-
doxy, and moral hypocrisy.
Its courtroom monologues
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became rallying cries in the
Dravidian movement and
helped shape the political
culture of the state.

While the 2026 Parasakthi,
starring Sivakarthikeyan, is
unlikely to recreate the orig-
inal’s groundbreaking po-
litical rhetoric, the choice of
title is strategic. The name
carries historical weight
and an unmistakable con-
nection to the ideological
roots of Dravidian politics
— a claim the DMK has long
cultivated for itself.

Adding to the resonance,
the film’s release date was
deliberately set immediately
after Jana Nayagan, ensur-
ing direct competition dur-
ing the lucrative Pongal fes-
tival period. Many observers
interpret this timing as a
calculated maneuver rather
than mere commercial
scheduling.

Why the Clash Matters

The collision of Jana Nay-
agan and Parasakthi is
about more than box-office
numbers. For Vijay and his

supporters, a smashing
opening for Jana Nayagan
would not just affirm the
film’s commercial power but
also signify broader cultural
and political momentum. It
would suggest that Vijay’s
transition from cinema to
politics resonates deeply
with audiences — a vital ear-
ly indicator for the 2026
elections.

For the DMK and its allies,
Parasakthi carries a differ-
ent set of stakes. By invok-
ing a film intertwined with
the party’s ideological herit-
age and positioning it to
challenge Vijay’s blockbust-
er at a critical moment, they
are asserting that the Dra-
vidian legacy remains politi-
cally and culturally rele-
vant. A strong performance
by Parasakthi, even if not
eclipsing Jana Nayagan in
pure numbers, could blunt
the narrative of Vijay’s in-
evitability and reinvigorate
support among Kkey
demographics.

The strategic maneuver-
ing around release dates
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also reflects a tactical duel.
Advancing Parasakthi to co-
incide with Jana Nayagan is
a bold competitive gesture
— designed not only to com-
pete for screens and atten-
tion but to signal that the
DMK is unafraid to confront
Vijay head-on.

Industry and Public
Reaction

The industry itself will
feel this tension in the
scramble for screens. Exhib-
itors must decide how to al-
locate limited theater space
between two colossal releas-
es, while producers of small-
er films may find themselves
caught between powerful in-
terests, pressured to choose
sides or reposition their re-
leases. On social media, fans
of both films have already
engaged in heated debates.
Vijay supporters see Para-
sakthi’s release timing as an
attempt to undermine their
hero’s final cinematic out-
ing, while defenders of Para-
sakthi argue the clash is a

Cinema Meets Politics: Jana Nayaganvs

sion. Online discourse high-
lights both fan loyalty and
frustration with the politici-
zation of what should osten-
sibly be entertainment.

Beyond the Numbers:
Cultural and Political
Symbolism

Cinema has historically
played a profound role in Ta-
mil Nadu politics — as evi-
denced by filmmakers-
turned-politicians like M.G.
Ramachandran and Karuna-
nidhi. The clash between
Jana Nayagan and Parasak-
thi may be the most explicit
example yet of film func-
tioning as a political tool.
The era when cinema shaped
political identity is now in-
tersecting with an era where
political identity shapes
cinema.

The stakes are not con-
fined to ticket sales. The
Pongal box-office battle may
foreshadow broader elector-
al dynamics — from the ap-
peal of charismatic outsid-
ers to the resilience of
established ideological nar-
ratives. Whether Jana Naya-
gan leaves theaters with
overwhelming triumph or
whether Parasakthi’s histor-
ical weight tempers its ri-
val’s dominance, the out-
come will be analyzed and
politicized for months to
come.

Conclusion: A Glimpse of
2026

As Tamil Nadu heads to-
ward elections, the Jana
Nayagan vs Parasakthi
clash is proving to be more
than a cinematic showdown.
It is a cultural moment, a po-
litical signal, and a reflec-
tion of how deeply inter-
twined film and politics
remain in the state’s public
life. For fans, it promises en-
tertainment; for strategists,
it offers a bellwether. For or-
dinary viewers, it may be-
come a symbol of competing
visions for Tamil Nadu’s fu-
ture, signaling how cinema
continues to serve as a mir-
ror for the state’s political
aspirations and cultural

legitimate business deci-

identity.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi: Too Exceptional to Be Sheltered — India’s
Youngest Cricketing Conundrum

In an era where sporting
prodigies emerge with star-
tling regularity, few stories
have captured the public im-
agination quite like that of
Vaibhav Suryavanshi. At just
14, the Bihar born left hander
has accomplished feats that
most professional cricketers
spend their entire careers
chasing. His rapid rise has
sparked a profound conversa-
tion within Indian cricket: is
he too good to be protected, or
is his meteoric ascent exactly
why protection — thoughtful
nurturing rather than cau-
tious restraint — is essential?

The boy from Samastipur
has burst onto the cricketing
landscape at a pace that defies
conventional development
pathways. Over the past year,
Suryavanshi has accumulated
records, accolades, and head-
lines. He became the youngest
centurion in men’s T20 crick-
et, smashing an astonishing
century at the age of 14 years
and a few days in the Indian
Premier League. He followed
that with the fastest century in
youth One Day Internationals,
and went on to set new bench-
marks in List A cricket, even
breaking established players’
records in domestic matches.
His performance statistics —
an average and strike rate that
rival seasoned professionals
— suggest a talent far beyond
his years.

Yet it is precisely this bril-
liance that presents Indian
cricket with a complex dilem-
ma. Suryavanshi’s early suc-
cess has led to frantic debate
on how best to handle a player
who seems destined for star-
dom. Should he be fast tracked

into the senior national team,
or should his growth be tem-
pered with caution and pa-
tience? Supporters of acceler-
ation argue that his
performances merit immedi-
ate elevation, especially in for-
mats where his explosive bat-
ting style could be
transformative. After all, his
prowess against high quality
bowlers in competitive envi-
ronments demonstrates a rare
composure under pressure.

But the question of whether
India should “protect” him
takes on a deeper meaning.
Protecting a young prodigy is
not about shielding him from
competition; it is about safe-
guarding his long term devel-
opment — mentally, physically,
and technically. Cricket histo-
ry offers cautionary tales of
prodigies whose early promise
fizzled under the weight of
fame and expectation. The
twin stories of Vinod Kambli
and Prithvi Shaw are often cit-
ed: immense talent, early suc-
cess, but careers that stumbled
due to a combination of pres-
sure, inconsistency, and psy-
chological strain. These cases
underscore that talent, even
extraordinary talent, is not a
guarantee of sustained suc-
cess without the right
environment.

The case for protection
therefore isn’t rooted in skep-
tics’ doubt of Suryavanshi’s
abilities, but in the very real
challenges faced by young ath-
letes thrust into the spotlight.
At 14, he is still maturing —
physically and emotionally.
His cognitive development, his
ability to process complex ex-
periences, and his personal

identity are still taking shape.
When fame arrives before the
foundation is fully formed, the
risk is that it overshadows
growth rather than fosters it.
This is where the notion of
protection needs nuance. Pro-
tection should mean nurtur-
ing rather than sheltering, and
it must be thoughtful, struc-
tured, and holistic.

For Indian cricket adminis-
trators, selectors, coaches, and
mentors, the task is clear but
difficult: design a pathway
that allows Suryavanshi to
flourish without overwhelm-
ing him. This means exposing
him to the best competition
available while ensuring that
the focus remains on learning,
resilience, and adaptability
rather than just performance
outcomes. It means integrat-
ing him into red ball cricket
— the traditional format that
tests skill, temperament, and
endurance — even as he pur-
sues success in white ball for-
mats. Because while T20 crick-
et has transformed the sport
and captured global audienc-
es, a player’s longevity and
adaptability are often forged
in the longer game.

Additionally, support struc-
tures around Suryavanshi
must be robust. Coaches at-
tuned to psychological devel-
opment should work alongside
technical trainers. His family
and close mentors should play
a central role in his career de-
cisions, not merely as cheer-
leaders but as stabilizing influ-
ences. Education, life skills
training, and opportunities
outside of cricket should not
be sidelined. For every cricket-
ing achievement, there should

be a parallel emphasis on emo-
tional well being and personal
balance.

Critics of protection might
argue that exceptional talent
— by definition — demands ex-
ceptional opportunities. If
Suryavanshi is ready for inter-
national competition, then he
deserves to be tested at the
highest level. This perspective
holds merit: some athletes in-
deed thrive when challenges
are presented early. History is
not bereft of youthful champi-
ons who rose quickly and
carved out legendary careers.
But each success story also
embeds the invisible hand of
careful management behind it
— mentors who recognized
that exposure without support
can be damaging.

It is here that the debate
should shift from the binary of
protect versus promote to a
more nuanced model that
blends ambition with care.
Rapid advancement need not
be sacrificed at the altar of
safety; rather, advancement
should be guided, calibrated,
and accompanied by support-
ive infrastructure.

Suryavanshi’s journey also
calls Indian cricket to broaden
its imagination. Traditionally,
youth development pathways
have been structured, but of-
ten rigid. The arrival of a
prodigy at such a young age
tests those structures. It forces
administrators to ask whether
established protocols are ade-
quate to nurture talent of this
caliber. Are age group tourna-
ments, training academies,
and coaching curricula
equipped to handle these outli-
ers? Are policies in place to

ensure that players like
Suryavanshi do not burn out
or become prey to external
pressures from media, fans,
and commercial interests?

This conversation extends
beyond one individual. It
touches on the very fabric of
how India nurtures its sports
talent. Should the focus re-
main solely on performance
statistics and match results, or
should there be equal empha-
sis on long term career sus-
tainability and emotional re-
silience? A balanced approach
recognizes that the two are not
mutually exclusive but in fact
synergistic.

As selectors contemplate
whether to integrate
Suryavanshi into senior
squads — especially in upcom-
ing T20 series and global
events — they must weigh
both his readiness and the po-
tential consequences. Acceler-
ating his exposure to top tier
international cricket could
fast track his growth, but with-
out a safety net, it could equal-
ly expose him to setbacks that
a more measured approach
might have avoided.

What is certain is that Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi has already
redefined expectations. At an
age when most teenagers grap-
ple with studies, friendships,
and identity, he is rewriting
records and challenging crick-
eting conventions. He stands
as a symbol of modern sport’s
capacity to surprise, to dis-
rupt, and to elevate talent in
astonishing ways. Hisrise isa
reminder that brilliance can
emerge from the most unex-
pected corners — a small town
in Bihar becoming the birth-

place of a global cricketing
sensation.

But brilliance alone is not
enough. What follows bril-
liance — the support system,
the development pathway, the
psychological grounding —
will determine whether
Suryavanshi’s name becomes
enshrined among cricket’s
greats or becomes another
cautionary tale of unfulfilled
potential.

In the end, the question is

not whether Vaibhav
Suryavanshi is too good to be
protected — it is whether In-
dian cricket is ready to protect
him in a way that enables
greatness without compromis-
ing growth. The true measure
of a sporting ecosystem is not
how it discovers talent, but
how it nurtures and sustains it
through the inevitable trials
ahead. In that task lies the fu-
ture of one of cricket’s most
extraordinary young talents.
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Ankita Bhandari Murder Case Sparks
Fresh Controversy in Uttarakhand
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The high-profile Ankita
Bhandari murder case in Utta-
rakhand has once again
stirred political and legal tur-
moil, as new FIRs (First Infor-
mation Reports) have been
filed and audio-video clips cir-
culating on social media have
reignited public debate over
alleged links to political fig-
ures. The case, which original-
ly involved the 2022 Kkilling of
19-year-old Ankita Bhandari, a
receptionist in Rishikesh, con-
tinues to draw intense
scrutiny.

The latest developments
center on viral audio and vid-
eo clips that appear to impli-
cate senior political leaders in
connection with the murder.
In response, Uttarakhand po-
lice have registered two new

FIRs against individuals al-
leged to have disseminated
misleading content. Those
named in the complaints in-
clude a former BJP legislator
and a woman who reportedly
shared the snippets widely.
Among the figures men-
tioned in the viral material is
BJP national general secre-
tary and state in-charge Du-
shyant Kumar Gautam. Gau-
tam has strongly denied any
wrongdoing, calling the clips
“misleading and malicious”
and asserting that they are
part of a deliberate attempt to
tarnish his reputation. He has
requested the state home de-
partment to remove the con-
troversial material from on-
line platforms and take action
against those spreading false-

hoods. Gautam also stated that
if any allegations against him
were proven true, he would re-
sign from public life, reflecting
the pressure and seriousness
with which he is addressing
the controversy.

The resurgence of the case
has prompted political back-
lash, with opposition leaders
calling for an investigation by
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) under Supreme
Court supervision. They argue
that only an impartial inquiry
can resolve lingering doubts
and ensure justice. Protests
and political exchanges have
intensified across Uttara-
khand, with critics alleging
that the viral clips point to a
larger cover-up involving in-
fluential individuals.

The original murder case it-
self shocked the public. Anki-
ta Bhandari was Killed in Sep-
tember 2022 at the Vanantra
Resort in Rishikesh, where
she worked. Three men, in-
cluding the resort owner’s son,
were convicted for her murder
in 2025, igniting nationwide
debate about women’s safety
and political influence.

As investigations into the
new FIRs and viral content
proceed, the case continues to
stir emotions, highlighting the
complex intersections of
crime, politics, social media,
and public trust in the justice
system in India. The renewed
focus may open new avenues
for legal scrutiny while also
deepening political tensions
ahead of future elections.

India Reaffirms Commitment to Extradite Lalit
Modi and Vijay Mallya

India’s government has reaf-
firmed its resolve to bring back
high-profile economic offend-
ers Lalit Modi and Vijay
Mallya to face legal proceed-
ings in the country, following a
viral video of the two men in
London. The footage shows the
former IPL commissioner and
the fugitive businessman to-
gether at a celebration, with
Modi jokingly referring to
them as “the two biggest fugi-
tives of India,” sparking public
criticism and renewed scruti-
ny of long-running extradition
efforts.

The video, reportedly from
Mallya’s birthday party, shows
both men in good spirits. Modi
introduces himself and Mallya
with a light-hearted tone, a mo-
ment that quickly spread
across social media. Critics
said the clip trivialized serious
allegations against them, reig-
niting debate about India’s on-
going efforts to secure their
return.

Responding to the video, a
spokesperson for the Ministry

of External Affairs (MEA)
stated that the government re-
mains fully committed to
bringing back fugitives who
have fled Indian justice. Offi-
cials noted that discussions
are ongoing with foreign gov-
ernments and legal authorities
to facilitate their return so
they can face trial for the
charges pending under Indian
law.

Lalit Modi, aged 62, left India
in 2010 amid allegations of

large-scale tax evasion, money
laundering, and irregularities
linked to the Indian Premier
League, which he helped estab-
lish. He was declared a fugitive
economic offender in 2019 after
failing to return to face inves-
tigations. Vijay Mallya, 69, fled
India in 2016 following allega-
tions of fraud and default on
loans tied to the now-defunct
Kingfisher Airlines and was
also branded a fugitive eco-
nomic offender in 2019. He

owes Indian banks an estimat-
ed thousands of crores of ru-
pees in defaulted loans.

The MEA emphasized that
the passage of time or public
posturing abroad does not di-
minish India’s pursuit of jus-
tice. Officials highlighted that
legal and diplomatic processes
involving extradition and co-
operation with foreign legal
systems are complex, requir-
ing due process. Nevertheless,
they stressed that efforts to
bring the fugitives back re-
main active.

The viral video has reignited
public debate on social media
and among commentators
about the pace of legal action
and the challenges India faces
in securing extraditions. While
the government’s reaffirma-
tion aims to reassure citizens
of its commitment, observers
note that international legal
hurdles and diplomatic nego-
tiations will continue to influ-
ence the trajectory of these
high-profile cases in the
months ahead.

Pawar Factions Move Toward Reunion Ahead of
Key Maharashtra Municipal Elections

A surprising political devel-
opment is unfolding in Maha-
rashtra as the two rival fac-
tions of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) —led by
Sharad Pawar and his nephew
Ajit Pawar — appear to be
moving toward an electoral
alignment, significantly alter-
ing the dynamics ahead of the
Pune Municipal Corporation
elections and influencing wid-
er civic contest strategies
across the state. This shift
comes just weeks before local
body elections in 29 civic bod-
ies, including major contests
in Pune and the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC).

The two sides, long divided
following Ajit Pawar’s split
from Sharad Pawar’s faction in
2023 to ally with the BJP-led
Mahayuti government, have
been in seat-sharing talks for
the Pune civic polls. Leaders
from both factions are report-
ed to have met to discuss a pos-
sible reunion in the municipal
elections, potentially contest-
ing together against the BJP

and other rivals.

The possible alliance reflects
a strategic recalibration after
recent local election perfor-
mances where the NCP fac-
tions found themselves on dif-
ferent footing politically.
Sharad Pawar’s NCP faced
challenges in some local body
results, while Ajit Pawar’s sep-
arate faction has been assert-
ing its independent strength
within the state’s political
landscape.

Despite public speculation
about a reunion, the Sharad
Pawar-led faction has been
cautious. Party working presi-

dent Supriya Sule stated that
alliance talks are still prelimi-
nary and will not proceed until
concerns among party workers
are fully addressed. She em-
phasized that there is no final
decision yet and that clarity is
needed on strategy and seat
distribution before any formal
agreement is reached.

The potential rapproche-
ment has prompted reactions
among other parties, too. The
Congress, observing the talks
between the NCP factions, has
reportedly prepared to contest
the Pune civic polls indepen-
dently if a reunited NCP joins

forces, indicating the fluid na-
ture of opposition alliances in
the state.

The backdrop to these devel-
opments includes evolving al-
liances ahead of the BMC elec-
tions, where other regional
players — including the Shiv
Sena factions — are also nego-
tiating partnerships and seat
shares. This complex electoral
landscape reflects broader
shifts in Maharashtra politics,
where local body contests often
become testing grounds for
larger state and national
strategies.

As political leaders fine-
tune their electoral blue-
prints, the notion of the Pa-
war family reconciling their
respective NCP factions for
the Pune municipal polls has
captured public and pundit at-
tention. Whether this tenta-
tive coordination will trans-
late into a formal alliance
remains to be seen, but it is
already reshaping how parties
are preparing for what could
be a defining moment in Ma-
harashtra’s civic elections.

Bollywood has witnessed
one of its biggest successes
of the year as Dhurandhar
— starring Ranveer Singh,
R. Madhavan, Akshaye
Khanna, and an ensemble
cast — has officially crossed
the 31,000 crore mark glob-
ally. Released on December
5, 2025, the action-spy thrill-
er has become one of the
highest-grossing Indian
films of the year, impressing
audiences both domestically
and internationally.

Industry trackers report
that Dhurandhar has earned
over 3650 crore domestically
in India within its first 21
days. The Christmas holiday
period boosted ticket sales,
helping push the total world-
wide gross past the 1,000
crore milestone — a rare
achievement in Indian
cinema.

The film’s success is nota-
ble for its steady rise: it
opened with a strong start
and rapidly gained momen-
tum through positive word-

of-mouth, viral moments,
and robust weekend audi-
ence turnout. It has sur-
passed several major releas-
es of 2025 and established
itself as one of the standout
hits of the year.

In India, the movie contin-
ues to perform strongly in
theaters, with domestic
earnings approaching the
700 crore mark as it enters
its fourth week. Its sustained
performance, despite com-
petition from other holiday
releases, reflects its broad
appeal and continued audi-
ence interest.

Overseas markets have
also contributed significant-
ly to the film’s earnings. The
film’s action-packed narra-
tive and ensemble cast at-
tracted viewers in North
America, Europe, and Aus-
tralia, further cementing its
international footprint.

Dhurandhar now joins an
elite group of Indian films
that have crossed the 21,000
crore worldwide mark, un-

derscoring both its commer-
cial success and cultural im-
pact. Analysts note that this
milestone highlights Ran-
veer Singh’s global box of-
fice appeal and reflects Bol-
lywood’s growing ability to
produce blockbusters that
resonate across diverse
markets.

Director Aditya Dhar and
the production team are cel-
ebrating the achievement,
with reports already sug-
gesting a sequel planned for
March 2026, capitalizing on
the film’s enduring popular-
ity and franchise potential.

In an era where global box
office numbers are closely
followed, Dhurandhar’s en-
try into the 1,000 crore club
stands out as one of the most
impressive cinematic ac-
complishments of 2025. Au-
diences continue to flock to
theaters, demonstrating the
film’s lasting appeal and its
status as a landmark release
in recent Indian film
history.

India Condemns Lynching of Dipu
Chandra Das in Bangladesh, Calls for
Minority Protection

India’s government has
strongly condemned the
brutal killing of Dipu Chan-
dra Das, a 25-year-old Hindu
factory worker who was
lynched by a mob in My-
mensingh, Bangladesh ear-
lier this week. The Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
described the incident as a
matter of grave concern,
urging Bangladeshi authori-
ties to bring the perpetra-
tors to justice and ensure
the safety of minority
communities.

MEA spokesperson Ran-
dhir Jaiswal emphasized
that reports of violence
against religious minorities
— including Hindus, Chris-
tians, and Buddhists — can-
not be dismissed as media
exaggeration or isolated
events. He cited documenta-
tion of thousands of inci-
dents of minority violence
in Bangladesh in recent
years, saying that the pat-
tern of hostility is a serious
concern. The ministry reit-
erated that maintaining law
and order and protecting all
citizens is ultimately the re-
sponsibility of the Bangla-
deshi government.

The lynching of Dipu
Chandra Das — who was as-
saulted by a mob, tied to a

tree, and later set on fire fol-
lowing unverified allega-
tions of blasphemy — has
triggered widespread out-
rage both within India and
internationally. At least ten
suspects have been arrested
in Bangladesh in connec-
tion with the murder, and
Bangladeshi officials are in-
vestigating the case. Indian
authorities and rights
groups are pressing for a
thorough and transparent
judicial process.

In India, the killing has
sparked significant protests.
Hundreds of people demon-
strated near the Bangladesh
High Commission in New
Delhi, condemning the
lynching and demanding
justice and protection for
minority communities. Sim-
ilar protests have taken
place in other Indian cities,
with demonstrators calling
for accountability and in-
creased diplomatic pressure
on Dhaka.

The incident has also
drawn reactions from public
figures and civil society,
who described the act as
barbaric and called for
stronger safeguards against
communal violence. Veter-
an actress Jaya Prada urged
people to break their silence

and condemn violence
against Hindus and other
minorities. On social media,
actor Janhvi Kapoor called
the lynching “barbaric” and
stressed the need to con-
front all forms of
extremism.

The killing of Dipu Das
has highlighted ongoing
concerns about minority
safety in Bangladesh and
strained diplomatic ties be-
tween the two countries. In-
dia’s condemnation reflects
its continued advocacy for
human rights and regional
stability, even as Dhaka nav-
igates internal unrest and
political transitions. Indian
foreign ministry officials
are closely monitoring de-
velopments and engaging
with Bangladesh authori-
ties to ensure justice and
protections are upheld.

This episode has reignited
discussion on the impor-
tance of protecting vulner-
able communities and en-
suring that allegations of
violence are addressed
swiftly, transparently, and
with due respect for the rule
of law. India’s strong public
stance underscores the val-
ue of human rights and
communal harmony in the
region.
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Severe Rainstormsin
California Cause Floods,

Heavy rainstorms across large parts
of California over the Christmas pe-
riod have caused widespread flooding,
mudslides, and the deaths of three
people, officials confirmed on Thurs-
day. The severe weather, expected to
persist through Friday, has brought
heavy rainfall, forcing evacuations,
road closures, and widespread disrup-
tion across the state.

Some areas of Los Angeles County
recorded up to 11 inches of rain, trig-
gering flash floods and mudslides that
damaged homes, vehicles, and infra-
structure. Emergency services have
been working around the clock to res-
cue residents trapped by rapidly ris-
ing waters, including individuals
stranded in vehicles on flooded roads.
Several communities remain cut off
aslocal authorities assess damage and
clear blocked routes.

California’s Governor Gavin News-
om declared a state of emergency on
Wednesday, covering Los Angeles and
other southern counties, to mobilize
state resources and expedite relief ef-
forts. The declaration allows for quick-
er deployment of emergency person-
nel, National Guard units, and critical
supplies to the affected areas.

Power outages have compounded
the disruption, with approximately
100,000 residents reported without
electricity as of Thursday evening.
Utility companies are working to re-
store service, but officials warned
that repair efforts could be slowed due
to ongoing severe weather
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e Fatalities

rea
= T
¥ i =
¥

conditions.

Authorities have urged residents to
exercise caution, avoid travel in af-
fected areas, and follow evacuation
orders when issued. Emergency shel-
ters have been opened to provide tem-
porary accommodation for displaced
residents, and local agencies continue
to monitor river levels, mudslide
risks, and other hazards.

Meteorologists have described the
storm as part of alarger atmospheric
pattern bringing heavy rainfall to the
U.S. West Coast, emphasizing that fur-
ther rainfall could exacerbate flood-
ing and landslide risks. Residents are
being advised to prepare for contin-
ued rainfall and to remain vigilant,
particularly in vulnerable low-lying
and hillside areas.

The deadly storms have highlighted
ongoing challenges for California in
managing extreme weather events, as
climate change continues to contrib-
ute to intense precipitation and wild-
fire-prone dry periods that compound
the state’s vulnerability. Local offi-
cials stressed the importance of pre-
paredness and community response
to minimize further casualties and
property damage.

As cleanup and rescue operations
continue, emergency services, local
governments, and state agencies are
coordinating efforts to support affect-
ed communities, provide essential
aid, and restore normalcy while close-
ly monitoring the storm’s progression
through the coming days.

United States Launches “Powerful
and Deadly” Strikes on Islamic
Statein Nigeria

In a dramatic escalation of interna-
tional counter-terrorism operations,
the United States military has carried
out a series of airstrikes against Is-
lamic State (ISIS/ISIL) militants in
northwest Nigeria, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced on Christ-
mas Day. The strikes, described by
Trump as “powerful and deadly,” un-
derscore Washington’s renewed will-
ingness to project military force
abroad in pursuit of extremist groups,
eliciting reactions from governments
and analysts around the world.

President Trump stated that the
strikes targeted ISIS elements accused
of “viciously killing, primarily inno-
cent Christians” in the region. He
pledged that the United States would
not tolerate such violence and hinted
at the possibility of additional mili-
tary action if extremist attacks con-
tinue. The operation marks one of the
most significant U.S. air campaigns in
Africa in recent years.

According to U.S. Africa Command
(AFRICOM), the operation was con-
ducted in Sokoto State, a northwest
region of Nigeria where ISIS-linked
groups have been active. While U.S. of-
ficials initially stated the action was
carried out “at the request of Nigeri-
an authorities,” that claim was later
clarified. Nigerian officials confirmed
cooperation with the United States
aimed at countering terrorism. The
Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said the operation reflected collective
efforts to tackle violent extremism
confronting the country.

The strike reportedly involved pre-
cision weapons, including cruise mis-
siles fired from U.S. naval assets in the
Gulf of Guinea, with multiple ISIS
militants killed. Pentagon leadership

praised the execution of the mission,
while stressing that further details on
targets and casualties would not be re-
leased immediately due to operational
security.

Global reaction has been mixed.
Western European capitals welcomed
the move as a blow against extremist
networks that pose a threat beyond Ni-
geria’s borders. Meanwhile, some Af-
rican diplomatic circles emphasized
the need for respecting Nigerian sov-
ereignty and ensuring that counter-
terror efforts do not inflame regional
tensions. Nigeria itself framed the op-
eration as part of a cooperative secu-
rity effort, noting that violent extrem-
ist groups have affected people of all
faiths and communities in the
country.

Security analysts caution that while
the strikes may weaken specific ISIS
cells, the root causes of militancy in
Nigeria — including socio-economic
disenfranchisement, long-standing
communal conflicts, and porous bor-
ders — will require sustained political
and humanitarian engagement in ad-
dition to military pressure. Success
against ISIS or its affiliates, they ar-
gue, depends on coordination between
foreign partners and Nigerian
institutions.

The U.S. action in Nigeria comes
amid a broader global counter-terror-
ism focus that has seen Washington
target extremist networks from the
Sahel to the Middle East. For many ob-
servers, the Nigeria strikes signal a
renewed American willingness to
back military action in regions long
plagued by insurgency, even as de-
bates continue over the effectiveness
and long-term strategy of such
interventions.

GLOBAL

In a potentially pivotal
moment for global geopol-
itics, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
announced plans to meet
with former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump “in
the near future” as part of
ongoing efforts to negoti-
ate an end to the nearly
four-year conflict with
Russia. The announce-
ment follows a series of
discussions between
Ukrainian officials and
U.S. envoys, reflecting re-
newed diplomatic momen-
tum in a war that has re-
shaped European security
and global strategic
alignments.

Zelenskyy confirmed
that both leaders have
agreed on a high-level
meeting, with hopes that
significant progress — po-
tentially even before the
New Year — could emerge
from direct engagement.
He emphasized that “a lot
can be decided before the
New Year,” underscoring
the urgency felt by Kyiv
and Washington to make
tangible headway after
protracted negotiations
and lingering battlefield

stalemates.

This announcement fol-
lows productive sessions
between Zelenskyy and
U.S. special envoys, in-
cluding top advisers con-
nected to Trump’s admin-
istration. Discussions
have revolved around dip-
lomatic frameworks, inno-
vative peace proposals,
and formats for future ne-
gotiations, even as territo-
rial disputes and control
of key regions remain
contentious points with

Moscow.

While the exact date and
venue for the Trump-
Zelenskyy meeting have
not yet been confirmed,
officials from both sides
have signaled optimism.
U.S.-Ukraine negotiators
have reportedly been
working on a comprehen-
sive peace plan intended
to create security guaran-
tees, freeze frontline hos-
tilities, and remove struc-
tural barriers to a
sustainable resolution.
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High-Stakes Diplomacy: Trump and Zelenskyy
Prepare for Critical Meeting to End Ukraine War

Zelenskyy’s willingness to
meet directly with Trump
reflects both the complex-
ity of the issues at hand
and the belief that leader-
ship-level dialogue is criti-
cal to bridging gaps that
lower-level talks have
struggled to close.
However, the path to
peace remains fraught.
The Kremlin has so far
shown reluctance to aban-
don its demands, particu-
larly over territorial con-
trol in eastern Ukraine.

Simultaneously, military
engagements continue on
the ground, with ongoing
clashes and strikes re-
minding the world that di-
plomacy must contend
with realities on the
battlefield.

International observers
view the planned meeting
as a potential diplomatic
milestone. If successful, it
could mark a shift from
protracted negotiations to
tangible breakthroughs in
resolving one of the most
consequential conflicts in
recent decades. Yet ana-
lysts caution that a com-
prehensive peace deal will
require sustained negotia-
tion efforts, compromise
from both Kyiv and Mos-
cow, and continued en-
gagement from global
stakeholders.

As the world watches
closely, the Trump-Zelen-
skyy meeting represents
both a symbol of hope and
a test of diplomatic re-
solve in resolving a war
that has reshaped the geo-
political landscape and in-
flicted profound human
suffering across Eastern
Europe.

Inside Cutting-Edge Brain Surgery: A Glimpse at
mer’s_Research

In arare glimpse behind
the curtain of modern
neuroscience, researchers
in Edinburgh are taking
bold steps to explore
whether Alzheimer’s dis-
ease can ever be cured.
The initiative involves col-
lecting tiny sections of hu-
man brain tissue during
surgeries, which would
normally be discarded, to
study the disease at its
most fundamental level.

At Edinburgh Royal In-
firmary, the atmosphere in
the operating theatre is
tense but controlled. Medi-
cal staff move with preci-
sion, while machinery
hums and beeps around
them. The patient, sedated
and covered, lies on the op-
erating table as a MRI
scan illuminates the tu-
mor deep within his brain.
The cancer, originating in

Alzhel

the colon, had metasta-
sized to the central nerv-
ous system. Surgeons
must cut through the cor-
tex—the outer layer of the
brain responsible for
memory, language, and
thought—to reach the tu-
mor below.

Professor Paul Brennan,
leading the neurosurgery
team, explains the delicate
balance required: the
opening must be large
enough to reach the tumor
but minimal to protect
surrounding healthy tis-
sue. With surgical drills,
the team removes a flap of
skull, revealing the pink,
pulsing surface of the
brain beneath. The operat-
ing theatre is a mix of sci-
entific intensity and clini-
cal calm, where every
movement matters.

Standing nearby, Dr.

e

Claire Durrant, an Alzhei-
mer’s researcher at the
University of Edinburgh,
prepares a container of
ice-cold artificial cerebro-
spinal fluid. This fluid
mimics the natural envi-
ronment of the brain,
keeping the tissue alive for
research after it is re-
moved. Unlike most sur-
geries where such tissue is
considered medical waste,
Edinburgh is among the
few centers worldwide
where it is preserved for
dementia research.
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When the time comes, a
small section of cortex,
about the size of a thumb-
nail, is carefully placed
into the container. This
tissue provides scientists
with a unique opportuni-
ty to study human neu-
rons directly, rather than
relying solely on animal
models or artificial cells.
Such research could re-
veal how Alzheimer’s de-
velops at a cellular level,
opening doors to new
treatments or even pre-
ventive strategies.

This approach high-
lights the intersection of
cutting-edge surgery and
pioneering neuroscience,
where life-saving medical
procedures simultaneous-
ly fuel efforts to under-
stand one of humanity’s
most challenging diseases.
While a cure for Alzhei-
mer’s remains elusive, ini-
tiatives like this represent
a promising path toward
breakthroughs, offering
hope that one day, the dev-
astating effects of demen-
tia might be slowed, halt-
ed, or reversed.

The collaboration be-
tween neurosurgeons and
dementia researchers in
Edinburgh demonstrates
that in the battle against
Alzheimer’s, every piece
of insight—no matter how
small—could be a critical
step forward.

Arkansas Powerball Jackpot Winner Nets
Record-Breaking Prize on Christmas Eve

A Powerball lottery player
in Arkansas has won an es-
timated $1.817 billion prize
in the Christmas Eve draw-
ing, marking one of the
largest jackpots in U.S. lot-
tery history. The staggering
prize — among the top four
in Powerball’s history —
has reignited interest across
the country, as thousands of
players eagerly checked
their numbers in the final
major draw of the year.

The winning ticket
matched all five white balls
along with the red Power-
ball number, beating odds of
roughly one in 292 million.
While the winner’s identity
and exact location have not
been disclosed, organizers
confirmed that the ticket
was sold in Arkansas, mak-
ing this only the second
time such a massive Power-
ball prize has been claimed
in the state.

The jackpot grew over
several months due to re-
peated rollovers when no
player matched all six num-
bers. The allure of a life-
changing sum drove wide-
spread ticket sales, with the
game played across 45 U.S.
states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Pow-
erball remains one of the
nation’s most popular lotter-
ies and frequently captures
national attention with its
enormous prizes.

Winners of large Power-
ball jackpots can choose be-
tween two payout options:
an annuity spread over 29
years or a lump-sum cash
payment at a reduced
amount. In this case, the
lump sum is expected to be
approximately $834.9 mil-
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lion before federal and state
taxes. Historically, most
winners have opted for the
immediate cash payout, giv-
ing them access to a sub-
stantial sum upfront.

The last larger Powerball
jackpot was in 2022, when a
California player won $2.04
billion, the largest in both
Powerball and U.S. lottery
history. The Arkansas win
now ranks just below that
record, highlighting the
growing scale of lottery
prizes in recent years.

Lottery officials have em-
phasized that winners often
remain anonymous in many
states to protect privacy, and
itis unclear whether the Ar-
kansas ticket holder will re-
veal their identity. Addition-
ally, winners face federal tax
withholdings of 24%, along
with possible state taxes,
which can reduce the total
amount ultimately
received.

News of the win has
sparked widespread excite-
ment and speculation across
the U.S., as people imagine
how such a monumental for-
tune could transform some-
one’s life. The enormous
prize serves as a reminder
of the extreme odds of win-
ning, yet also underscores
the enduring appeal of lot-
teries as a vehicle for big
dreams and hope during the
holiday season.
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Tragic Deaths of Two Indian Students in Canada
Raise Safety Concerns

Two Indian nationals have been
killed in separate incidents in Canada
within a span of two weeks, leaving
the Indian community and authorities
deeply concerned about the safety of
international students abroad. Cana-
dian police have confirmed that the
two cases are being treated as unre-
lated, with investigations ongoing in
both.

The most recent incident occurred
on December 23, 2025, when 20 year old
Indian student Shivank Avasthi was
shot dead near the University of To-
ronto Scarborough campus. Police re-
sponding to reports of gunfire found
Avasthi with fatal injuries in the High-
land Creek Trail and Old Kingston
Road area. He was pronounced dead at
the scene, and investigators believe
the suspects fled before authorities ar-
rived. The motive for the shooting re-
mains unclear, and authorities are ac-
tively pursuing leads.

Avasthi, who was pursuing a PhD,
lived in Toronto and had been part of
the local academic community. The
Consulate General of India in Toronto
expressed deep anguish over the loss
and is in close contact with his family,
working with Canadian authorities to
provide support.

Just days earlier, another Indian na-
tional, 30 year old Himanshi Khurana,
was found dead inside a residence in
downtown Toronto. Police initially re-
sponded to a missing person report for
Khurana, and the following morning
discovered her body. The case has been
declared a homicide, and a first degree

murder warrant has been issued for a
suspect believed to be known to the
victim. Canadian law enforcement is
conducting a manhunt in connection
with the Kkilling.

The back-to-back tragedies have
alarmed the Indian student commu-
nity in Canada, prompting calls for
greater focus on the safety of interna-
tional students who form a significant
part of the country’s academic and
cultural fabric. Social media reactions
from students and community groups
reflect a mix of grief, outrage, and
worry about personal safety on and
off campus.

These incidents also come amid
broader concerns about violence af-
fecting foreign nationals. While To-
ronto remains one of Canada’s largest
and most diverse cities, police say
both deaths are being treated as indi-
vidual cases with no evidence linking
them to each other or to any specific
group. The Indian government has re-
iterated its commitment to supporting
its citizens abroad, urging Canadian
authorities to conduct thorough inves-
tigations and ensure justice. Families
of both victims are receiving consular
support as they navigate the after-
math of their loved ones’ untimely
deaths.

As investigations continue, these
tragic events have sparked wider dis-
cussions on the safety protocols for
international students and the respon-
sibilities of host nations to protect
those who travel far from home in pur-
suit of education and opportunity.
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Ouant Based Funds Emerge as the New
Battleground for Mutual Fund Investors

In a significant evolution
within India’s mutual fund land-
scape, quantitative investment
strategies — once the domain of
hedge funds and institutional
players — are rapidly gaining
traction among retail and high
net worth investors alike. Fund
houses and asset management
companies are increasingly pro-
moting quant based funds as a
compelling alternative to tradi-
tional actively managed
schemes, sparking what analysts
are calling the next competitive
frontier in fund investing.

Quant funds employ algo-
rithm driven models and data
analytics to make investment de-
cisions, relying on mathematical
rules rather than human discre-
tion. These strategies analyse
vast quantities of market data,
identifying patterns and trends
that can potentially deliver more
consistent risk adjusted returns.
In markets characterised by vol-
atility and rapid information
flow, this systematic approach is
appealing to investors seeking
discipline and objectivity.

Industry insiders say the ris-
ing popularity of quant funds
reflects broader shifts in inves-
tor behaviour. After years of
strong equity market perfor-
mance, investors are now more
discerning, focusing increasing-
ly on risk management, consist-

ency, and downside protection
rather than just chasing head-
line returns. Quant strategies,
with their emphasis on model
driven decisions, promise to re-
duce emotional bias and overre-
liance on individual fund man-
ager calls — factors that can
significantly impact perfor-
mance during turbulent
phases.

Mutual fund houses are re-
sponding aggressively to this de-
mand. Over the past year, sever-
al firms have launched or
expanded their suite of quant
oriented schemes, ranging from
equity quant funds to hybrid and
thematic quant strategies. Mar-
keting efforts highlight features
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such as data backed asset alloca-
tion, systematic rebalancing,
and enhanced risk controls, po-
sitioning these offerings as mod-
ern investment tools for today’s
markets.

Investment analysts note that
one of the appealing aspects of
quant funds is their transpar-
ency in strategy execution. Un-
like traditional active funds,
where performance can hinge
on the discretion of portfolio
managers, quant portfolios fol-
low clearly defined rules encod-
ed in algorithms. This level of
process clarity can be especially
attractive to millennial and digi-
tal first investors who value
measurable, data informed deci-

sion making.

However, experts also advise
caution. While quant strategies
offer many advantages, they are
not immune to market anoma-
lies or structural shifts that fall
outside the scope of historical
data. As with all mutual fund in-
vestments, understanding the
underlying model parameters,
risk profile and potential scenar-
ios where the model may under-
perform is crucial for investors.

Investor adoption of quant
funds has been accelerating,
with flows into these schemes
increasing quarter over quar-
ter. Many view this trend as
part of a broader diversifica-
tion strategy, combining tradi-
tional active funds, passive in-
dex funds and now quant funds
within a balanced portfolio.

In summary, quant based
mutual funds are swiftly be-
coming a battleground for as-
set managers and a point of
choice for investors seeking
systematic, rules based expo-
sure to markets. As technolo-
gy, data analytics and market
sophistication continue to ad-
vance, quant strategies are
likely to remain at the fore-
front of innovation in India’s
mutual fund industry — offer-
ing investors new pathways to
pursue long term financial
goals.

IPO Market Set for a Quiet Week; SME Listings
Poised to Steal the Spotlight

The Indian primary market is
gearing up for a relatively une-
ventful week ahead, with major
mainboard IPOs scarce on the
calendar. Investors and analysts
alike are preparing for lighter
action on the large cap front,
while smaller enterprise listings
— especially on the SME plat-
form — are expected to draw in-
creased interest and activity.

With broader market volatility
and macroeconomic indicators
still in watchful mode, many
large issuers have opted to delay
tapping the public markets. This
has resulted in a slim pipeline of
mainboard IPOs for the upcom-
ing week, prompting market par-
ticipants to recalibrate expecta-
tions. While subdued mainboard
activity could be interpreted as
a pause driven by valuation dis-
cipline, it also reflects caution
among promoters waiting for
more favourable market
conditions.

Against this backdrop, the
SME IPO segment is poised to
shine. Around 10 SME listings
are scheduled to open, offering
investors an opportunity to ex-

plore businesses at relatively
early stages of growth. These
smaller issuers span sectors
such as technology services,
manufacturing, healthcare, and
consumer services, and are ex-
pected to garner attention for
their niche positioning and
growth potential.

For many retail investors,
SME IPOs offer an accessible en-
try point to the equity markets,
often with lower subscription
amounts compared to main-
board issues. While these list-
ings typically carry higher risk
due to smaller size and shorter
operating histories, they also
present chance for meaningful
appreciation if the underlying
businesses perform well post
listing.

Market experts say that inves-
tor interest in SME listings has
been gradually increasing as
participants seek diversification
beyond traditional large cap
stocks. With prominent initial
offerings lacking in the next few
sessions, these SME issues could
attract greater scrutiny and sub-
scription activity. Some analysts

believe that strong listing gains
in recent SME IPOs have boosted
confidence among retail and
HNI (high net worth individual)
investors, encouraging them to
explore opportunities in this
segment.

Institutional participation in
SME IPOs is generally limited,
placing more emphasis on retail
sentiment. As a result, subscrip-
tion patterns over the coming
week will serve as a barometer
of confidence among smaller in-
vestors. Performance of these
SME stocks on listing day and
shortly thereafter will be closely
watched for indications of

broader appetite in the SME
space. Overall, while the upcom-
ing week may appear quiet from
a mainboard issuance perspec-
tive, the flurry of SME listings is
set to inject activity into the pri-
mary market. Investors keen on
exploring early stage opportuni-
ties may find these offerings in-
triguing, though seasoned ad-
vice and thorough due diligence
remain essential given the in-
herent risk profile of smaller
listings. In sum, the IPO calen-
dar may be thin on big names,
but it is fertile ground for emerg-
ing enterprises to make their
mark with public investors.

Indian Markets Poised for Muted Start as GIFT
Nifty Signals Caution

Indian equity markets are ex-
pected to open on a subdued
note, with early indications
from GIFT Nifty futures point-
ing toward a flat or slightly neg-
ative start for benchmark indi-
ces like the Nifty 50 and Sensex.
Traders are approaching the
session cautiously, balancing
domestic sentiment with global
cues as the year-end trading pe-
riod sees lighter volumes.

Asian markets have mostly
traded higher, with indices in
Japan and South Korea show-
ing gains, although some ex-
changes remained closed for
holiday observances, contribut-
ing to thinner trading activity.
The positive regional trend pro-
vides some support to Indian
markets, but domestic partici-
pants are adopting a wait-and-
watch approach in the absence
of fresh domestic catalysts.

Institutional activity has
been mixed. Foreign portfolio
investors have been net sellers
in recent sessions, while domes-
tic institutions have stepped in
with net buying. This diver-
gence highlights the differing
strategies of investor classes as
they navigate evolving market
conditions.

Sector performance has re-
mained uneven. Heavyweight
stocks in financials and metals
have provided support, while
some information technology
and defensive sector shares
have faced profit booking. Ana-
lysts note that profit-taking
near record highs is tempering
bullish sentiment and contrib-

uting to a cautious trading
environment.

Mid-cap and small-cap stocks
have shown pockets of strength
even as large-cap indices con-
solidate around recent levels.
Historically, December has seen
the Nifty post positive returns,
but sustained momentum in the
current context will depend on
new triggers such as strong cor-
porate earnings or policy sig-
nals from global central banks.

Currency markets are expect-
ed to trade largely flat, reflect-
ing stability in the rupee along-
side steady regional currencies
and a stable dollar index. Com-
modity markets, particularly
silver, have seen notable gains,
adding another variable for in-
vestors to consider.

Overall, Indian markets are
positioned for a cautious ses-
sion with modest movements
likely at the open. Traders are
keeping an eye on sector flows,
institutional activity, and po-
tential domestic and global trig-
gers that could set the tone for
the rest of the trading day. De-
spite global optimism, a careful
approach is being favored as
participant’s balance year-end
positioning with ongoing mar-

ket uncertainties.

Motilal Oswal Sees Steady Market Growth in 2026;
Emphasises Quality and Selectivity

AsIndian equity markets enter
2026, Motilal Oswal Financial
Services has outlined a cautious-
ly optimistic outlook, stressing
that quality and selectivity will
be key drivers of market returns
over the next year. The perspec-
tive comes amid elevated valua-
tions, mixed sector performance,
and evolving economic condi-
tions shaping investor
sentiment.

Following a relatively muted
2025, where mid- and small-cap
stocks underperformed while
large caps dominated, Motilal Os-
wal expects Indian equities to de-
liver steady, earnings-led growth
in 2026. While benchmarks like
the Nifty 50 ended the year near
record highs, valuations remain
above long-term averages. The
firm recommends a disciplined
focus on high-quality companies
with strong balance sheets and
resilient earnings prospects.

Sectors such as financials, con-
sumer discretionary, automo-
biles, industrials, and capital
goods are likely to benefit from
improving corporate earnings
and structural reforms. Finan-
cials are preferred due to healthy
credit growth and improving re-
turn ratios. Consumer-focused
stocks are supported by broaden-
ing demand and rising revenues,
while industrials and capital
goods are expected to gain from
government-led infrastructure
initiatives and localisation ef-
forts in manufacturing and tech-
nology services.

Motilal Oswal also cautions
against overexposure to sectors
where valuations are stretched,

motilal
oswal

particularly in small and mid-cap
segments that saw significant
gains in previous years but faced
consolidation in 2025. Investors
are advised to take selective expo-
sure based on fundamental
strength rather than broad sector
bets.

Supportive liquidity condi-
tions, an accommodative mone-
tary policy, and resilient domes-
tic demand are expected to
provide a favourable backdrop
for markets. With inflation rela-
tively stable and the Reserve
Bank of India maintaining a con-
structive policy stance, compa-
nies with strong pricing power
and sustainable cash flows are
likely to see broadening earnings
momentum.

The firm’s strategy emphasiz-
es balancing risk and return
through quality stock selection,
diversified portfolios, and active
monitoring. Investors are en-
couraged to back companies with
visible profits, robust fundamen-
tals, and defensive balance sheets
capable of weathering volatility.

As markets navigate global un-
certainties and domestic eco-
nomic shifts, Motilal Oswal’s out-
look for 2026 reflects a measured
confidence in India’s long-term
growth story — one shaped by
structural reforms, revitalised
investment flows, and an evolv-
ing earnings cycle that rewards
patience and strategic
selectivity.
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Digital Revolution to Drive Next Phase
of Mutual Fund Growth, Experts Say
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India’s mutual fund industry is poised
for a new growth chapter, driven not by
traditional distribution networks alone
but by an accelerating digital transfor-
mation that is reshaping investor be-
haviour and broadening access to finan-
cial markets. Industry experts believe
that digital technologies, combined
with changing demographics and rising
financial awareness, will be among the
most powerful catalysts for fresh in-
flows into mutual funds in the coming
years.

Over the last decade, India’s mutual
fund sector has seen remarkable expan-
sion, fuelled by increasing participation
from retail investors, rising household
savings, and stronger regulatory frame-
works. However, the next phase of ex-
pansion is expected to be further pro-
pelled by rapid digital adoption. From
online account opening to seamless
transactions and real time portfolio
tracking, digital platforms are drasti-
cally lowering barriers that once de-
terred many prospective investors.

One of the most notable trends is the
surge in new investors entering the
market through digital channels.
Younger investors, particularly millen-
nials and Gen Z, are more comfortable
with mobile apps and online platforms,
often managing their investments en-
tirely through smartphones. This co-
hort values convenience, transparency,
and speed — attributes that digital mu-
tual fund platforms excel in providing.
As a result, asset management compa-
nies (AMCs) are increasingly focusing
on enhancing digital experiences to at-
tract and retain this tech savvy investor
base.

Experts point out that digital on-
boarding has significantly improved fi-
nancial inclusion, enabling investors in
smaller towns and cities to participate
in the mutual fund ecosystem without
needing physical interaction with fi-
nancial advisors. For many first time

investors, digital platforms offer educa-
tional tools, simplified risk profiling,
and curated product recommendations,
making the investment journey less
intimidating.

The growth of Systematic Investment
Plans (SIPs) has also been buoyed by
digital convenience. Automated month-
ly investments — often started with just
a small amount — have become a popu-
lar entry point for new and existing in-
vestors alike. With reminders, dash-
boards, and easy modification features,
digital SIP interfaces encourage regular
investing habits and long term wealth
creation.

Regulatory initiatives supporting dig-
ital finance have further reinforced this
trend. With robust e KYC systems, se-
cure payment gateways, and simplified
compliance processes, the industry has
ensured that digital mutual fund invest-
ing is both safe and efficient.

AMCs are also leveraging big data, ar-
tificial intelligence, and personalized
marketing to tailor offerings based on
investor behaviour. By analysing pat-
terns and preferences, fund houses can
recommend products that align more
closely with individual goals, risk ap-
petite, and investment horizon — a per-
sonalization that many traditional
channels struggled to deliver.

Despite these advances, experts cau-
tion that investor education remains
critical. As first time digital investors
enter the market, understanding prod-
uct risks, expense ratios, and long term
strategies will be key to sustaining
growth without exposing investors to
uninformed decisions.

In conclusion, as India’s mutual fund
industry evolves, digital platforms are
expected to play a central role in shap-
ing its trajectory. By driving conveni-
ence, widening access, and engaging a
new generation of investors, the digital
push could set the stage for sustained
industry growth in the years ahead.

AVG Logistics Shares Surge 8% on Strategic
LNG Partnership with Baidyanath LNG

Shares of AVG Logistics Limited ral-
lied sharply as the company announced
a strategic Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Baidyanath LNG
Private Limited, a firm specializing in
liquefied natural gas (LNG) infrastruc-
ture. The stock jumped nearly 8% intra-
day, reflecting investor optimism about
the company’s growth prospects and
entry into the cleaner fuel segment of
transportation.

Under the agreement, AVG Logistics
will collaborate with Baidyanath LNG
to deploy LNG-powered fleets and ex-
pand access to LNG refueling stations
across key industrial corridors. This
move is aimed at promoting LNG as an
alternative to conventional diesel in sec-
tors such as steel, FMCG, cement, and
other high-volume logistics operations.
The partnership combines infrastruc-
ture development with operational de-
ployment, positioning AVG as a leader
in sustainable logistics solutions.

For AVG, the collaboration represents
both a sustainability initiative and a
business strategy. LNG burns cleaner
than diesel, reducing carbon emissions
and potentially lowering operating
costs in long-haul freight transport.
This aligns with the company’s broader
objective of improving efficiency and
maintaining competitiveness amidst
rising fuel prices and tightening envi-
ronmental regulations.

Baidyanath LNG will provide AVG
with dedicated LNG fleets, fueling infra-
structure access, and technical exper-

tise, while AVG leverages its extensive
logistics network to promote LNG solu-
tions to existing and prospective clients.
Analysts note that this setup could en-
hance operational efficiency and sup-
port margin expansion in the medium
to long term.

The move also reflects a broader
trend in the logistics sector toward
cleaner and cost-effective energy adop-
tion. Companies are increasingly ex-
ploring partnerships that integrate in-
frastructure and services to balance
profitability with environmental
responsibility.

Founded in 2010, AVG Logistics pro-
vides multimodal solutions encompass-
ing road and rail transport, warehous-
ing, and supply chain management for
a wide range of corporate clients. Its
push into LNG aligns with growing in-
vestor interest in sustainable logistics
and energy-efficient technologies.

Today’s share price gain underscores
investor confidence in AVG Logistics’
strategic direction. While broader mar-
ket indices showed mixed performance,
the strong rally in AVG stock highlights
how corporate partnerships tied to sus-
tainability and fuel innovation can pos-
itively influence investor sentiment.

Overall, the collaboration with Baid-
yanath LNG positions AVG Logistics at
the forefront of cleaner, technology-
driven logistics solutions in India, sign-
aling both short-term market enthusi-
asm and long-term growth potential for
the company.
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Honor Power 2: The Smartphone
That Seems Determined to

In an era where most
smartphones begin the
day at 100 percent and
end it begging for a charg-
er, Honor appears ready
to challenge battery anxi-
ety head-on. The upcom-
ing Honor Power 2, re-
cently spotted in
performance tests and
early leaks, looks less like
aregular phone and more
like a long-distance run-
ner built for endurance
rather than short sprints.

Early benchmark sight-
ings suggest the Power 2
is powered by a capable
mid-to-upper-range pro-
cessor, paired with a gen-
erous 12GB of RAM. This
combination hints at
smooth everyday perfor-
mance, easy multitask-
ing, and enough power to
handle gaming sessions
without breaking into a
digital sweat. The phone
is also expected to run the
latest version of Android
with Honor’s customised
interface, offering a pol-
ished and familiar user
experience straight out
of the box.

But the real headline
act here is the battery.
The Power 2 is rumoured
to carry an enormous
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power cell that could re-
define what “all-day bat-
tery life” really means. If
the leaked figures are ac-
curate, this device could
comfortably stretch
across multiple days of
use, making it ideal for
travellers, heavy users, or
anyone who simply hates
hunting for charging
points. It’s the kind of
phone that makes power
banks feel slightly
redundant.

Despite its focus on en-
durance, Honor doesn’t
seem willing to sacrifice
style. Design leaks point
to a modern look with a
bold rear camera module
and clean lines, suggest-
ing that the phone won’t
resemble the bulky, rug-
ged devices often associ-
ated with massive batter-
ies. Colour options are
expected to include both
classic and eye-catching
finishes, giving users the
freedom to choose be-
tween subtle and
statement.

On the camera front,
the Power 2 appears to
aim for reliability rather
than excess. A high-reso-
lution main camera is ex-
pected to handle every-

day photography with
ease, while the front cam-
era should be more than
capable for selfies and
video calls. It’s not trying
to be a professional cam-
era replacement, but it
promises to be dependa-
ble and consistent —
much like the phone’s
overall philosophy.

The display is tipped to
be large and vibrant,
making it well suited for
streaming, reading, and
gaming. Combined with
the phone’s massive bat-
tery, this could turn the
Power 2 into a pocket en-
tertainment hub that
doesn’t panic when the
screen stays on for hours.

Ultimately, the Honor
Power 2 feels like a quiet
rebellion against the in-
dustry’s obsession with
thinness at the cost of
practicality. It doesn’t
scream for attention with
flashy gimmicks. Instead,
it makes a simple prom-
ise: it will keep going
when others give up. And
in today’s fast-draining
smartphone world, that
alone makes it an offbeat
contender worth
watching.

OnePlus Turbo Series: When a
Smartphone Decides to Go Full Throttle

OnePlus seems ready
to shake things up again,
this time with a smart-
phone lineup that sounds
more like a performance
car than a pocket gadget.
The newly confirmed
OnePlus Turbo series,
now open for pre-orders
ahead of its official
launch, signals the
brand’s intention to push
speed, stamina, and
smoothness to the fore-
ground—without pre-
tending to be subtle
about it.

The word “Turbo” isn’t
just marketing flair here.
Early details suggest the
series is built around raw
performance, with a pow-
erful processor designed
to handle heavy gaming,
fast multitasking, and
long hours of use without
slowing down. Paired
with ample RAM, the
phone is expected to de-
liver the kind of respon-
siveness that makes even
impatient users feel satis-
fied. App switching
should be instant, anima-
tions fluid, and games
comfortably playable at
high settings.

Battery life appears to

be another major talking
point. The Turbo series is
rumoured to feature an
unusually large battery,
hinting at a device that
could last well beyond a
single day of intensive
use. For gamers, binge-
watchers, and chronic
scrollers, this could mean
fewer frantic searches for
a charger and more unin-
terrupted screen time.
Fast charging is also ex-
pected, staying true to
OnePlus’s reputation for
getting users back to full
power quickly.

On the front, the phone
is likely to sport a large
OLED display with an
ultra-high refresh rate,
making everything from
social media scrolling to
fast-paced games feel no-
ticeably smoother. High
brightness levels and
vivid colours should
make it equally comfort-
able for indoor use and
outdoor viewing. It’s the
kind of screen that qui-
etly spoils you—once
you use it, going back be-
comes difficult.

The camera setup,
while not the main head-
line, is expected to be de-

pendable. A capable main
sensor should handle
everyday photography
with ease, capturing so-
cial moments, travel
shots, and casual videos
without fuss. This isn’t a
phone trying to replace
professional cameras; in-
stead, it focuses on speed
and reliability, much like
the rest of its design
philosophy:.

Visually, the Turbo se-
ries is expected to follow
a clean, modern OnePlus
design language, with a
sturdy build and minimal
distractions. It doesn’t
aim to look flashy for the
sake of it, but rather con-
fident—Ilike a device that
knows exactly what it’s
good at.

With pre-orders al-
ready open and anticipa-
tion building, the One-
Plus Turbo series feels
like a statement: perfor-
mance doesn’t have to be
complicated. Sometimes,
all a phone needs to do is
be fast, last long, and feel
smooth every time you
touch it. And if early
signs are anything to go
by, this Turbo is ready to
deliver exactly that.

OFF BEAT

In the fast-moving
world of smartphones,
folding screens were
once considered magical.
Then they became nor-
mal. Now, Samsung has
tried to outdo itself with
a phone that folds not
once, but three times.
The Galaxy Z Trifold ar-
rived wrapped in futuris-
tic promise, whispering
about a future where
your phone could turn
into a tablet, a mini-lap-
top, or something in be-
tween. But in a dramatic
twist fit for an offbeat
tech tale, the phone’s big-
gest party trick turned
out to be its biggest
weakness.

The trouble began dur-
ing a popular online du-
rability test, where
phones are scratched,
burned, and bent in the
name of science and
spectacle. While Sam-
sung’s earlier foldables
had survived such trials
with only minor bruises,
the Trifold chose a more
theatrical exit. When
pressure was applied
from the back, the sleek
device bent in a way no
engineer would ever
want to see. Moments lat-
er, the display failed, the
frame cracked, and the
futuristic dream quite
literally folded in on
itself.

What makes this epi-
sode especially ironic is
Samsung’s long cam-
paign to convince users
that foldable phones are
tougher than they look.
The Trifold was designed
with multiple hinges, ul-
tra-thin glass, and a com-
plex internal structure
meant to distribute
stress evenly. On paper, it
sounded like a marvel of
modern engineering. In
practice, however, three
folds meant three stress
points, and the phone
simply couldn’t handle
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being flexed the “wrong”
way.

Social media quickly
turned the incident into
comedy. Some joked that
the device had “folded
under pressure” just like
a nervous intern. Others
imagined users acciden-
tally breaking it while
pulling it out of a tight
pocket or sitting down
too fast. Memes flour-
ished, sympathy was
scarce, and the Trifold
became an unexpected
symbol of technology
trying to run before it
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When aPhone Folds Too Much: Samsung’s
Trifold Dream Meets Reality

could walk.

To be fair, no one bends
their phone with both
hands in daily life. Sam-
sung has pointed out that
extreme durability tests
don’t reflect real-world
usage. And that’s true.
But such tests tap into a
deeper fear consumers
have about experimental
gadgets: what happens
when innovation out-
runs practicality?

The Galaxy Z Trifold’s
failure doesn’t mean fold-
able phones are doomed.
Instead, it highlights the
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delicate balance between
ambition and reliability.
Sometimes, pushing
boundaries leads to
breakthroughs. Other
times, it leads to a
cracked screen and a vi-
ral video.

For now, Samsung’s tri-
fold experiment stands
as a reminder that while
the future may be flexi-
ble, it still has limits.
And occasionally, even
the smartest technology
learns the hard way that
folding too much can be
one fold too far.

IQOO0 Z11 Turbo: A Mid-Range Phone with Main-
Character Energy

In a smartphone mar-
ket crowded with look-
alikes, the upcoming
iQOO0 Z11 Turbo seems
determined to announce
itself loudly, confidently,
and perhaps a little
cheekily. Early details
suggest this is not a
phone content with play-
ing safe. Instead, it wants
to be fast, tough, flashy,
and long-lasting—all at
once—like a gadget that
drank one energy drink
too many and decided to
challenge the entire mid-
range segment.

At the heart of the Z11
Turbo is a powerful
chipset expected to deliv-
er flagship-level perfor-
mance. This positions
the phone as a dream ma-
chine for mobile gamers
and multitaskers who
want speed without pay-
ing premium prices.
Apps are expected to
launch instantly, games
to run smoothly, and eve-
ryday scrolling to feel
satisfyingly slick. The
“Turbo” in the name, it
seems, is not just decora-

tive branding.

But raw speed is only
part of the story. The
phone is also rumored to
carry an enormous bat-
tery that could make
power banks feel inse-
cure. With capacity well
above what most smart-
phones offer, the Z11 Tur-
bo appears built for users
who hate charging anxi-
ety. Long gaming ses-
sions, endless video
streaming, and mara-
thon scrolling sessions

may finally meet their
match in a device that
simply refuses to run out
of juice.

The camera setup adds
another layer of ambi-
tion. A high-resolution
main camera is expected
to headline the rear mod-
ule, promising detailed
photos that look impres-
sive both on social media
and when zoomed in.
While megapixels don’t
always guarantee magic,
iQOO0 seems keen to at-

tract users who want
their phone to double as
a pocket photography
tool. Selfie lovers aren’t
ignored either, with a ca-
pable front camera
tipped to handle video
calls and content crea-
tion with ease.

Visually, the phone is
expected to feature a
sharp OLED display with
vibrant colours and
smooth motion. Whether
it’s gaming, movies, or
doom-scrolling at mid-

night, the screen is de-
signed to look good while
being easy on the eyes.
Adding to its tough-guy
persona, the device is
also said to come with
strong water and dust re-
sistance, making it sur-
prisingly rugged for a
phone that also wants to
look stylish.

Pricing is where the
711 Turbo becomes espe-
cially interesting. De-
spite its heavyweight
specs, it is expected to sit
in the mid-range bracket,
undercutting many pre-
mium rivals. That makes
it feel like an overquali-
fied candidate applying
for an entry-level job.

If the final product
lives up to the early buzz,
the iQOO Z11 Turbo
could be one of those
rare phones that feels
slightly rebellious—too
powerful, too bold, and
too ambitious for its own
category. And in a market
that often feels predicta-
ble, that’s exactly what
makes it worth
watching.

Google’s NotebookLM Is Learning to Lecture
— And It Might Sound Like a British Professor

Google’s experimental
Al note-taking tool, Note-
bookLM, appears to be
taking a confident step
from casual conversa-
tion to classroom author-
ity. A new “Lecture”
mode, spotted in develop-
ment, suggests that the
tool may soon be able to
turn documents and re-
search material into con-
tinuous audio lectures
lasting up to 30 minutes.
In short, your notes
won’t just summarise
themselves anymore —
they’ll start teaching
you.

Until now, Note-
bookLM’s audio feature
has leaned toward a
friendly, podcast-style
format, with two AI voic-
es chatting through key
points. The upcoming
lecture mode changes
the tone completely. In-
stead of back-and-forth
banter, users may get a
single, steady voice deliv-
ering a structured expla-
nation from start to fin-
ish, much like a
university lecture — mi-

ek mythology and literature, esp

Psychoanalytic Theory:
tudy Guid

nus the crowded hall and
uncomfortable chairs.
What makes this fea-
ture especially offbeat is
its sense of theatrical
flair. Alongside the long-
er lecture format, Google
appears to be experi-
menting with new voice
accents, including a Brit-
ish English option. That
means your study notes
could soon be read aloud
in a calm, polished tone
that feels straight out of
an old academic institu-
tion. Whether that makes

uide

learning more effective
or just more entertain-
ing remains to be seen,
but it certainly adds per-
sonality to an otherwise
serious tool.

The idea behind lec-
ture mode seems simple
but powerful: not every-
one learns best by read-
ing. For students, re-
searchers, and
professionals juggling
packed schedules, lis-
tening to a detailed ex-
planation while com-
muting, exercising, or

doing household chores
could be a game-chang-
er. Instead of skimming
through dense PDFs,
users could let an Al
narrator guide them
through the logic, con-
text, and key arguments
at a comfortable pace.
There is also a subtle
shift in how Al is being
positioned here. Note-
bookLLM is no longer just
asmart assistant that an-
swers questions; it is
edging closer to the role
of a tutor. By offering

different audio styles —
from quick summaries to
debates and now long lec-
tures — Google seems to
be testing how far people
are willing to trust Al as
alearning companion.

Of course, the fea-
ture is still under de-
velopment, and there’s
no official word on
when or if it will be re-
leased to everyone. But
the concept alone rais-
es interesting ques-
tions. Will people actu-
ally sit through a
30-minute AI lecture?
Will the British accent
become the unofficial
favourite? And could
this mark the begin-
ning of AI replacing
not just note-taking,
but note-explaining?

For now, Note-
bookLM’s lecture ambi-
tions remain a preview
of what learning tools
might look like in the
near future — where
your notes don’t just sit
quietly on the page, but
confidently stand up and
start talking back.
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Vijay Hazare Trophy Lights Up With Records,
Young Stars and Hi

The Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy continued to deliver
high-quality cricket as
teams across the country
battled for supremacy in
India’s premier domestic
one-day tournament.
Friday’s matches pro-
duced a perfect mix of
jaw-dropping individual
brilliance, tense finish-
es, and moments of con-
cern, underlining why
the competition remains
a vital platform for both
established stars and
emerging talent.

The standout perfor-
mance of the day came
from 14-year-old Vaibhav
Suryavanshi, who script-
ed history with a breath-
taking innings for Bihar.
Displaying maturity far
beyond his age, the
young batter smashed a
stunning 190 off just 84
balls, sending the ball to
the boundary with re-
markable ease. His
knock, studded with a
flurry of sixes and fours,
helped Bihar post an as-
tonishing total of 574 for
6, the highest team score
ever recorded in the
tournament. The innings
not only set new records
but also announced
Suryavanshi as one of
the brightest prospects
in Indian cricket. Bihar
went on to register a
massive victory, under-
lining their dominance
in the contest.

Elsewhere, the clash
between Delhi and Guja-
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rat turned into a grip-
ping affair. Veteran bat-
ter Virat Kohli once
again showcased his
class, anchoring Delhi’s
innings with a composed
half-century. His calm
presence in the middle,
combined with sharp
fielding efforts in the
closing stages, played a
crucial role as Delhi de-
fended a modest total in
a nail-biting finish. The
match highlighted Koh-
li’s ability to influence
games even when condi-

—

tions are challenging.
Mumbai, meanwhile,
experienced a mixed day
on the field. Young bat-
ter Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi suffered an injury
while attempting a div-
ing catch, bringing a
hush over the stadium as
he was taken off for
medical attention. Add-
ing to Mumbai’s woes,
captain Rohit Sharma
was dismissed without
scoring, an unusual
sight for fans accus-
tomed to seeing him

gh-Dramak
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dominate attacks. De-
spite individual set-
backs, Mumbai’s depth
ensured they remained
competitive.

In other matches,
teams like Tamil Nadu,
Bengal, and Karnataka
continued their strong
campaigns with solid
all-round performances.
Reliable top-order con-
tributions and disci-
plined bowling spells en-
sured tight contests and
valuable points in the
group stages.

ncounters |

As the Vijay Hazare
Trophy progresses, the
tournament continues to
underline the depth of
talent in Indian cricket.
From seasoned interna-
tionals to fearless teen-
agers, the competition
offers a stage where rep-
utations are built and fu-
tures are shaped. With
the knockout rounds ap-
proaching, fans can ex-
pect even more intensity,
drama, and memorable
performances in the
days ahead.

Virat Kohli Enters ‘God Mode’, Breaks List A Batting Records

In a display of sheer
mastery, Indian cricket
superstar Virat Kohli has
rewritten history in one-
day cricket. During Del-
hi’s Vijay Hazare Trophy
match against Gujarat,
Kohli scored a composed
77 runs, a performance
that not only helped his
team but also elevated
him to the highest career
average in List A cricket,
surpassing the legendary
Australian finisher Mi-
chael Bevan.

Kohli’s career List A av-
erage now stands at 57.87,
narrowly overtaking Bev-
an’s record of 57.86. This
milestone underscores
Kohli’s incredible consist-
ency and longevity across
domestic and internation-
al cricket. Fans and ana-
lysts alike have hailed
this achievement as a tes-
tament to his relentless
hunger for runs and re-
markable technical skill.

The 37-year-old has
been in phenomenal form
recently. Over his last six
List A innings, he has
amassed 584 runs at an av-

erage of 146, earning
praise for his “God Mode”
phase. His recent perfor-
mances demonstrate that,
even at this stage of his
career, Kohli remains one
of the most difficult bat-
ters to dismiss in the
world. Against Gujarat,
Kohli’s innings combined
textbook timing with ag-
gressive strokeplay. He
anchored the innings
while maintaining a brisk
scoring rate, a balance
that has become his hall-
mark. This display of
skill reaffirmed why he is
regarded as one of the
greatest batters in limit-
ed-overs cricket.
Cricket statisticians
now place Kohli above
other elite players, in-
cluding England’s Sam
Hain, India’s Chetesh-
war Pujara, and Ruturaj
Gaikwad, in terms of
List A batting averages.
This remarkable
achievement highlights
his ability to maintain
elite performance over a
long career, a feat few
have accomplished.

The context of the re-
cord adds to its signifi-
cance. Questions about
his longevity in the one-
day format have been an-
swered emphatically as
Kohli continues to com-
bine consistency with ag-
gression. His ability to
evolve with the game
while maintaining high
standards has set him
apart in modern cricket.

In addition to breaking
Bevan’s record, Kohli re-
cently became the fastest
player in history to reach
16,000 List A runs, sur-
passing even Sachin Ten-
dulkar. These milestones
further cement his status
as one of cricket’s all-
time greats.

As the Vijay Hazare
Trophy continues, Kohli’s
record-breaking form has
added excitement and an-
ticipation for fans. At a
time when many players
consider winding down,
Kohli is climbing higher,
demonstrating that excel-
lence is not a phase but a
lifelong pursuit in the
modern era of cricket.

Teen Sensation Vaibhav Suryavanshi to Miss Vijay
Hazare Match, Set to Receive Rashtriya Bal Puraskar

In a heart warming
twist to the ongoing Vijay
Hazare Trophy, teenage
batting prodigy Vaibhav
Suryavanshi will be con-
spicuously absent from
his team’s upcoming fix-
ture — not due to injury
or poor form, but because
he is being honoured with
one of India’s highest ci-
vilian awards for chil-
dren. Suryavanshi, who
has captured the nation’s
imagination with his re-
cord breaking perfor-
mances, is scheduled to
receive the Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar, a prestigious
recognition given annu-
ally to exceptional chil-
dren excelling in various
fields including sports.

Suryavanshi’s rise this
season has been nothing
short of meteoric. The 14
year old’s breathtaking
century earlier in the
tournament, where he de-
livered a stunning in-
nings filled with power
and precision, catapulted
him into the spotlight and
sparked comparisons
with some of the greats of
the game. His ability to

dominate bowlers with
maturity far beyond his
years not only helped his
team post massive totals
but also delighted fans
and pundits alike.
Despite the excitement
surrounding his perfor-
mances, team manage-
ment confirmed that
Suryavanshi will sit out
his team’s next Vijay Haz-
are Trophy match due to
the award ceremony

schedule. The Rashtriya
Bal Puraskar, presented
by the Government of In-
dia, celebrates young
achievers who have
shown extraordinary tal-
ent, resilience and dedica-
tion. For Suryavanshi,
who has already become a
local hero in his home
state and across the crick-
eting world, this honour
solidifies his impact be-
yond the boundary ropes.

Coaches and teammates
expressed pride in
Suryavanshi’s achieve-
ment, describing it as
“well deserved” and “a
moment that transcends
cricket”. They empha-
sised that while his ab-
sence will be felt on the
field, the recognition
brings positive attention
to grassroots sports and
highlights the impor-
tance of nurturing young

talent.

Fans have flooded so-
cial media with messages
of support and congratu-
lations, celebrating not
just his cricketing prow-
ess but his embodiment
of youthful ambition and
discipline. Many see the
award as symbolic — a re-
minder that sport can be
a powerful avenue for per-
sonal growth, national
pride, and inspiration for
countless young
aspirants.

The Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy will continue without
Suryavanshi for that
match, but his presence
looms large in the tourna-
ment narrative. As crick-
et lovers await his return
to the crease, many are
already speculating about
how his career might un-
fold after this remarkable
start. For now, Vaibhav
Suryavanshi will trade
his cricket whites for a
ceremonial robe and step
onto the stage to receive a
national tribute — an af-
firmation that his impact
reaches far beyond runs
and records.
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IPL2026: Venkatesh lyer May Not

r

Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s
marquee signing of Venkatesh Iyer
grabbed headlines during the recent
IPL mini auction, but reports now
suggest the all-rounder might not
feature in the starting playing XI
when the defending champions kick
off their title defence. Former India
captain and RCB mentor Anil Kum-
ble explained that team balance and
continuity could see Iyer gradually
eased into the squad rather than im-
mediately slotted into the first XI.

RCB secured Iyer for a significant
sum, reflecting the franchise’s be-
lief in his dual abilities with both
bat and ball. Despite this, Kumble
emphasized that the team’s priority
is maintaining the winning core
from last season. Introducing a new
player too early could disrupt the
harmony of a cohesive unit, he not-
ed. Iyer’s inclusion provides strate-
gic depth, but it does not guarantee
an immediate starting role.

The franchise also strengthened
its squad with additional talents, in-
creasing competition for spots and
ensuring coverage for key positions.
With experienced players already
performing well, some new recruits,

Start for RCB Despite Big Signing

KL Rahul Was Clinicad In His Approach. Looked In Controk Anil Kumble

¥

including Iyer, may have to wait for
their opportunities. Former India
batting coach Sanjay Bangar echoed
the sentiment, noting that while
Iyer has impressed in recent sea-
sons, careful integration into the
team might be the best approach.

Head coach Andy Flower is re-
portedly delighted with Iyer’s pres-
ence, highlighting the all-rounder’s
leadership qualities and potential to
positively influence the dressing
room. The management seems fo-
cused on long-term planning, valu-
ing Iyer’s skill set while ensuring
team harmony remains intact.

As RCB prepares for the 2026 IPL
season, fans will be watching close-
ly to see how Iyer’s role develops.
Although he may not feature in the
first playing XI, his versatility and
depth make him a vital asset for one
of the tournament favourites, ready
to step in when the team needs him
most.

This cautious approach reflects
RCB’s philosophy of balancing bold
acquisitions with team cohesion,
ensuring the defending champions
enter the season with both stability
and flexibility.

Ashes Drama: Australia Gains
Upper Hand After 20 Wickets Fall
on Rain Hit Day 1 of Fourth Test

In ariveting blend of swing, seam
and tension packed moments, Aus-
tralia stormed ahead of England on
a rain affected first day of the
Fourth Ashes Test in Adelaide. With
20 wickets tumbling and weather in-
terruptions playing their part, both
sides experienced the thrill and un-
predictability that only this historic
rivalry can deliver.

After England won the toss and
elected to bat, Australia’s bowlers
immediately set the tone on a lively
pitch that offered early movement.
The new ball did the hard work, and
England’s top order failed to settle.
Aided by probing lines from the
hosts’ pace attack, England slipped
to a precarious position as wickets
began to fall at regular intervals.
Sloppy edges, disciplined bowling,
and a few confident Australian
catches combined to keep England
on the back foot throughout the day.

By stumps, England were bundled
out with only modest resistance
from the lower order, failing to post
a score they would have been proud
of at this venue. The collapse re-
newed questions about England’s
ability to handle high quality pace
bowling on green Adelaide surfaces
— a challenge that has haunted
many a touring side over the years.
Australia’s attack, sharp and relent-
less, showcased a blend of experi-
ence and youthful energy as they
battled to take early command.

Once the English innings con-
cluded, Australia began their own
batting response. Still navigating
the effects of earlier rain and a
pitch that remained unpredictable,
the hosts lost early wickets against
some disciplined English bowling.

England managed to strike back,
grabbing key breakthroughs to keep
the contest alive.

However, Australia’s middle or-
der managed to steady the ship and
ensured that by the end of play, the
home side held a slender lead. With
several batting points still up for
grabs and momentum shifting with
each session, the match situation
promises a fascinating battle over
the next four days.

The large number of dismissals
on Day 1 — 20 in total — reflected
not only challenging conditions but
also the intense pressure both teams
applied with ball in hand. The Ade-
laide pitch, known for aiding seam-
ers early on, lived up to its reputa-
tion and set the stage for a gripping
Ashes test. With clouds looming and
interruptions affecting both batting
lineups, adaptability has already
proven crucial.

Fans at the ground and those
watching around the world were
treated to enthralling cricket, punc-
tuated by moments of outspoken
celebration, tight appeals, and stra-
tegic exchanges between captains.
While neither side fully dominated,
Australia’s slight edge going into
Day 2 — bolstered by crucial lower
order runs and disciplined bowling
— gives the hosts momentum in this
storied rivalry.

As the series progresses, both
teams will look to capitalize on key
performances from their bowlers
and leaders. With the Ashes hang-
ing in the balance, every session
promises drama, resilience, and the
kind of competitive spirit that de-
fines this classic cricketing
contest.
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‘Raju Gaari Pelli Ro’Brings Electrifying
Wedding Energy to Anaganaga Oka
Raju

The festive mood
around Anaganaga Oka
Raju has intensified with
the release of its second
single, “Raju Gaari Pelli
Ro,” a vibrant wedding
anthem that is quickly
becoming one of the
most talked-about songs
of the season. Packed
with color, energy, and
mass appeal, the song has
struck a chord with audi-
ences and added fresh ex-
citement to the film’s pro-
motional journey.

Featuring star enter-
tainer Naveen Polishetty
and Meenakshi Chaud-
hary, the song showcases
high-octane performanc-
es filled with infectious
enthusiasm. Both actors
light up the screen with
effortless charm and
spirited dance moves,
emerging as the major
highlights of the num-
ber. Their on-screen
chemistry, combined
with the celebratory set-
ting, elevates the song
into a full-fledged wed-
ding spectacle.

Staged on a lavish
scale, Raju Gaari Pelli Ro
is choreographed by the
ever-reliable Sekhar
Master, whose energetic
and crowd-friendly dance
steps bring a perfect
blend of tradition and
mass entertainment. The
song is further enriched
by the presence of the en-

semble cast, including
Rao Ramesh and others,
who add depth and fun to
the wedding sequence.
The result is a visually
grand and joyous cele-
bration that mirrors the
spirit of a larger-than-
life Telugu wedding.

After the blockbuster
response to the first sin-
gle “Bhimavaram Bal-
ma,” expectations were
high for the second
track—and the makers
have delivered yet anoth-
er winner. Raju Gaari
Pelli Ro is sung by Anur-
ag Kulkarni and Sameera
Bharadwaj, whose lively
vocals perfectly comple-
ment the festive mood.
The song’s lyrics, penned
by Chandrabose, add cul-
tural flavor and emotion,
while Mickey J Meyer’s
energetic composition
ties everything together
with a foot-tapping
rhythm.

The track stands out
for its rich production
values, colorful cos-
tumes, and elaborate
sets, all of which en-
hance the celebratory
vibe. Every frame bursts
with joy, capturing the es-
sence of a wedding cele-
bration that is both tradi-
tional and cinematic. The
song’s mass appeal is evi-
dent from the positive re-
sponse it has received
across digital platforms,

with fans praising its
choreography, music,
and visual scale.

So far, all promotional
content from Anaganaga
Oka Raju has been met
with overwhelming en-
thusiasm, indicating
strong buzz ahead of the
film’s release. With the
theatrical release draw-
ing closer, the team is
gearing up to unveil
more engaging updates
and promotional materi-
al to keep the excitement
alive.

Produced by Suryade-
vara Naga Vamsi and Sai
Soujanya under the ban-
ners of Sithara Enter-
tainments and Fortune
Four Cinemas, and pre-
sented by Srikara Studi-
os, the film marks the di-
rectorial debut of Maari.
With Mickey J Meyer
composing the music, the
film promises a whole-
some blend of entertain-
ment, emotion, and
celebration.

Anaganaga Oka Raju
is slated for a grand the-
atrical release on Janu-
ary 14, 2026, coinciding
with the Sankranti festi-
val. With songs like Raju
Gaari Pelli Ro setting
the tone, expectations
are high for the film to
deliver a festive enter-
tainer that resonates
with audiences across
age groups.

Amaravathiki Ahwanam Unveils New
Poster on Christmas, Post-Production

Horror thrillers con-
tinue to dominate the box
office, and the upcoming
film Amaravathiki
Ahwanam is gearing up
to capitalize on the gen-
re’s growing popularity.
Promising an edge-of-the-
seat cinematic experi-
ence, the film has already
generated positive buzz,
with its title and early
promotional content re-
ceiving encouraging re-
sponses from audiences.

Starring Siva Kantam-
neni, Dhanya Balakrish-
na, Ester, Supritha, and
Harish in lead roles, Am-
aravathiki Ahwanam
also features seasoned ac-
tors Ashok Kumar, Bhad-
ram, Gemini Suresh, and
Nagendra Prasad in piv-
otal roles. The film is di-
rected by GVK and pro-
duced by K.S. Shankar
Rao and R. Venkateswara
Rao under the Light
House Cine Magic ban-
ner. It is presented by G.
Rambabu Yadav, with
production supervision
by noted producer Mup-
pa Venkaiah Chowdary.

Shot extensively across
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, and Madhya
Pradesh, the film has
wrapped up its principal
photography and is cur-
rently progressing rap-
idly through post-pro-
duction. Marking the
festive occasion of
Christmas, the makers
released a brand-new
poster and glimpse, ex-
tending holiday wishes
while heightening antic-
ipation for the film.

Speaking on the occa-

in Full Swing

sion, lead actor Siva
Kantamneni expressed
confidence in the pro-
ject, stating that the title
and concept have al-
ready struck a chord
with audiences. He
praised the ensemble
cast and credited direc-
tor GVK for delivering a
strong narrative that
gives equal importance
to every character. He
also revealed that VFX
work is underway and
assured that the film will
offer a gripping theatri-
cal experience.
Director GVK high-
lighted the recent suc-

cess of horror films and
said Amaravathiki
Ahwanam would stand
apart with its unique
story and engaging nar-
ration. He lauded the
contributions of cinema-
tographer J. Prabhakar
Reddy, editor Saibabu
Talari, and music direc-
tor Padmanabh Bharad-
waaj for enhancing the
film’s eerie atmosphere.

With post-production
nearing completion,
the team is planning
an extensive promo-
tional campaign ahead
of a grand theatrical
release.

SCREEN

Hyderabad, December
26, 2025 — Aadi Saikumar
has scored a career-defin-
ing opening with Shamb-
hala, which has stormed
the box office with a re-
cord-breaking first day.
The film delivered the
highest opening-day
numbers of the actor’s
career, instantly position-
ing itself as one of the
surprise holiday success-
es of the season.

Directed by Ugandhar
Muni and produced by
Mahidhar Reddy and Ra-
jashekar Annabhimoju,
Shambhala released
amid growing curiosity
and quickly converted
that buzz into strong foot-
falls from the very first
show. Trade circles were
particularly taken aback
by the scale of the re-
sponse, as the film opened
in a relatively limited
number of theatres.

Reports from across
Telugu-speaking regions
indicate that multiplexes
in major cities and single
screens in smaller towns

witnessed encouraging
occupancies through the
day. As evening and night
shows began, several cen-
tres reported near-packed
and full-house screen-
ings, reflecting strong au-
dience interest. The mo-
mentum continued to
build show after show,
driven by positive early
reactions.

Despite its controlled
release strategy, Shamb-
hala posted an impres-
sive worldwide gross of
approximately 3.5 crore
on its opening day. The
unexpected demand has
already prompted exhibi-
tors to add additional
screens and shows from
the second day, signalling
growing confidence in
the film’s box-office
potential.

What makes the open-
ing particularly notewor-
thy is the nature of the
audience response. Rath-
er than relying solely on
star power or convention-
al commercial hooks,
Shambhala appears to

have connected through
its distinctive storytell-
ing. Viewers have praised
the film’s unconventional
narrative structure,
which steers clear of fa-
miliar formulas and un-
folds at a measured, im-
mersive pace.

Aadi Saikumar’s per-
formance has emerged as
one of the film’s biggest
talking points. Audiences
and critics alike are ap-
plauding his restrained
and confident portrayal,
with many describing it
as among his most ma-
ture and refined perfor-
mances to date. The film’s
technical strengths, in-
cluding its visual treat-
ment and sound design,
have also drawn appreci-
ation, adding to the over-
all cinematic experience.

Word-of-mouth has
been largely positive
since early shows, help-
ing the film maintain
strong momentum
throughout the day. So-
cial media chatter has
further amplified inter-
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Shambhala Registers Record-Breaking Start for
Aadi Saikumar
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est, particularly among
younger audiences look-
ing for content-driven
cinema during the festive
season.

With the advantage of
the Christmas holiday
window and steadily ex-
panding screen count,
Shambhala is well placed

5

for a sustained run at the
box office. If the current
trend continues, the film
could mark a significant
turning point in Aadi Sai-
kumar’s career and rein-
force the growing appe-
tite for fresh, offbeat
narratives in main-
stream Telugu cinema.

Avatar: Fire and Ash Dominates Indian Box Office, Becomes
Biggest Hollywood Film of 2025

James Cameron’s
much-anticipated specta-
cle Avatar: Fire and Ash
has firmly cemented its
position as the biggest
Hollywood release of 2025
in India, delivering a phe-
nomenal box office per-
formance and once again
proving the enduring
strength of the iconic Av-
atar franchise among In-
dian audiences.

The film witnessed an
exceptional surge during
the Christmas holiday
season, emerging as the
undisputed leader at the
box office. On Christmas
Day, Avatar: Fire and Ash
outperformed all compet-
ing releases across lan-

guages, maintaining
strong occupancy levels
in multiplexes as well as
single-screen theatres.
Trade experts note that
the film has not only
opened big but has also
shown remarkable con-
sistency, setting the stage
for a powerful second
weekend.

One of the standout as-
pects of the film’s success
has been its universal ap-
peal. During the festive
period, Avatar: Fire and
Ash became the top
choice for family audi-
ences, attracting viewers
across age groups. The
immersive storytelling,
cutting-edge visual ef-

fects, and emotionally
resonant narrative have
struck a chord with Indi-
an moviegoers, making it
a preferred big-screen ex-

perience during the
holidays.

So far, the film has
crossed the impressive
7130 crore mark at the In-
dian box office, a mile-
stone that reflects its
massive reach and sus-
tained audience interest.
Industry analysts point
out that the film’s perfor-
mance is particularly
noteworthy given the
competitive holiday re-
lease window, underscor-
ing the franchise’s unpar-
alleled pull in the Indian
market.

The strong word-of-
mouth has played a cru-
cial role in sustaining the
film’s momentum. Audi-

ences have praised the
film’s scale, visual gran-
deur, and James Camer-
on’s visionary direction,
leading to repeat viewer-
ship in several urban
centres.

With its continued
dominance through the
Christmas season and
steady collections there-
after, Avatar: Fire and
Ash stands tall as a defin-
ing cinematic success of
the year. The film has not
only set new benchmarks
for Hollywood releases in
India but has also reaf-
firmed India’s impor-
tance as a key global mar-
ket for large-scale
international cinema.

Korral Subbareddy’s ‘Wanted Boyfriend
(Vaste Vadhalam)’ First Look Unveiled
on Indra Company Banner

SHAKTHI ~

Shambhala Wins Audience Applause; Director

Ugandhar Muni Shares Insights

Hyderabad, December 26, 2025:

The first look poster of the
highly anticipated Telugu film
Wanted Boyfriend (Vaste Vad-
halam), produced under the In-
dra Company banner, was
launched with grandeur at
Rambabu Studio in Srinagar Col-
ony on the occasion of Christ-
mas. The poster was unveiled by
renowned producer Tummalapa-
1li Ram Satyanarayana, marking
the official announcement of
this fresh cinematic venture.

Speaking at the event, Ram
Satyanarayana praised Sub-
bareddy for taking the initiative
to present a new film under Indra
Company, emphasizing the im-
portance of introducing new di-
rectors and artists to the indus-
try. He also expressed his hope
that the film would achieve suc-
cess similar to small-budget hits
like Little Hearts and Raju Weds
Rambai.

Director and producer Korral
Subbareddy shared that the film
caters to the growing demand for
content that resonates with the
youth. He explained that Wanted
Boyfriend (Vaste Vadhalam)
combines romance, trust, betray-

al, crime, and suspense to create
an emotional, youthful crime-
romantic drama, which he be-
lieves will connect with audienc-

es of all ages.

Representatives of Indra Com-
pany revealed that cinematogra-
pher Surya from Mumbai will
deliver stunning visuals, while
music directors Vijay Bolla and
Arjun Dev are crafting a
soundtrack designed to heighten
the emotions and appeal to
younger audiences. The shoot-
ing is scheduled to commence in
Hyderabad and Goa from March,
and the film will also introduce
a new heroine to Telugu

cinema.

Starring Madan Babu along-
side heroines Priyanka, Sushma,
V.G.R. Sakshi, and Mahira, and
supported by actors like Imam
Sunitha, Ankel Go-
palakrishna, and Phani, the film
promises a blend of engaging
performances, compelling mu-
sic, and captivating visuals. With
its intriguing storyline and
youthful appeal, Wanted Boy-
friend (Vaste Vadhalam) is poised
to be one of the most talked-
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about Telugu films of 2026.

The Telugu film Shambhala,
starring Aadi in the lead role,
is enjoying a successful theat-
rical run following its release
on December 25. Backed by
strong word-of-mouth from
premiere shows, the film
opened to impressive Day One
collections and continues to
attract steady crowds at thea-
tres. Directed by Ugandhar
Muni and produced by Mahid-
har Reddy and Rajashekhar
Annabhimoju under the Shin-
ing Pictures banner, the film
has emerged as one of the no-
table recent successes.

Speaking to the media, di-
rector Ugandhar Muni re-
vealed that the idea for Shamb-
hala took shape nearly three
years ago. He first shared the
concept with producer Ra-
jashekhar Annabhimoju, with
whom he has worked closely
for several years. The story
later received the support of
producer Mahidhar Reddy,
paving the way for the film’s
production.

The director said he ap-
proached the story with a
strong sense of responsibility.
“I was very clear that no one’s
beliefs or sentiments should
be hurt. From the beginning,
my focus was on balancing sci-
ence and spirituality in a re-
spectful and meaningful way,”
he explained.

Expressing happiness over
the audience response, Ugand-

har Muni said witnessing
packed theatres and ‘House
Full’ boards has been a surre-
al experience. He noted that
the film is also receiving en-
couraging feedback in Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka. Several
industry personalities, includ-
ing actors and filmmakers,
have called to congratulate the
team on the film’s success.

The director heaped praise
on lead actor Aadi, calling him
a complete performer who
brought sincerity and inten-
sity to the role. Despite facing
injuries during the shoot,
Aadiremained committed and
delivered a performance that
has resonated with
audiences.

On the technical front,
Shambhala has received ac-
claim for its visuals and
sound. Cinematographer
Praveen K. Bangari, composer
Sricharan Pakala, and the
sound team played a key role
in enhancing the film’s
impact.

Ugandhar Muni also dis-
closed that the team conduct-
ed extensive research on me-
teor impact zones, studying
incidents in Brazil to lend au-
thenticity to the narrative.
Looking ahead, the director
confirmed that his next pro-
ject will also be under the
Shining Pictures banner, with
details to be announced soon.
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