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N
ew Delhi: The Indi-
an Railways has an-
nounced a rationali-
sation of  passenger 
fares effective De-

cember 26, 2025, introduc-
ing a minimal fare adjust-
ment aimed at meeting 
rising operational and 
manpower costs. The 
new structure retains the 
current rates for short-
distance travelers while 
introducing a marginal 
increase for longer 
routes.According to the 
new policy, there will be 
no increase in fares for 
suburban services or 
Monthly Season Tickets 
(MSTs), ensuring that 
daily commuters remain 
unaffected. Similarly, 
passengers traveling up 
to 215 kilometers in Ordi-
nary Class will see no 
change in their ticket 
costs.  For Ordinary Class 
journeys beyond 215 kilo-
meters, fares will in-
crease by 1 paise per kilo-
meter. In the case of  Mail 
and Express Non-AC 
classes, the rise will be 2 
paise per kilometer, while 

AC classes will also see a 
hike of  2 paise per kilom-
eter. Railway officials 
clarified that this modest 
revision is designed to re-
cover part of  the escalat-
ing operational costs 
without burdening the 
c o m m o n  p a s s e n g e r 
excessively.

Illustrating the mini-
mal impact, the Railways 
stated that for a 500-kilo-
meter journey in Non-AC 
coaches, passengers will 
pay just Rs 10 extra com-
pared to the existing fare. 
The rationalized fare 
structure is expected to 
generate around Rs 600 
crore in additional reve-
nue for the national 
transporter during the 
current financial year.
Railways officials empha-
sized that the move is 
part of  a broader effort to 
balance the organiza-
tion’s social obligations 
and financial sustainabil-
ity. Over the past decade, 
the rail network has ex-
panded significantly, 
both in terms of  route 
length and services 

offered. 
To support this growth 

and ensure safety, the 
Railway has increased its 
workforce and invested 
heavily in infrastructure 
and technology.However, 
these expansions have 
led to a steep rise in ex-
penditure. The manpow-
er cost has surged to Rs 
1,15,000 crore, while pen-
sion liabilities have 
grown to Rs 60,000 crore. 
Overall, the total opera-
tional cost has reached 
Rs 2,63,000 crore in the fi-
nancial year 2024–25.

In response, the Rail-
ways is focusing on two 
key areas

Enhancing cargo load-
ing and undertaking min-
imal, calculated adjust-
ments in passenger fares. 
Officials highlighted that 
Indian Railways has now 
become the second larg-
est cargo-carrying rail-
way network in the world, 
reflecting massive im-
provements in freight ef-
ficiency and logistics ca-
pacity. The rationalisation 
comes at a time when 

Railways has also demon-
strated impressive opera-
tional efficiency. During 
the recent festival season, 
the network successfully 
mobilized over 12,000 spe-
cial trains to manage re-
cord passenger volumes, 
ensuring smooth travel 
experiences across the 
country.			 
Railway authorities have 
reiterated their commit-
ment to safety, service im-
provement, and cost opti-
m i s a t i o n  w h i l e 
continuing to meet the 
social goal of  affordable 
public transport. The 
modest fare adjustment, 
they said, will help sus-
tain these missions with-
out placing undue pres-
sure on the traveling 
public.

The fare revision is, 
therefore, viewed as a bal-
anced step maintaining 
affordability for short-
distance and daily com-
muters while ensuring 
the national transporter 
remains financially via-
ble amid rising opera-
tional demands.

TPN Bureau |  
December 21

N ew Delhi: The 
Comptroller and 
Auditor General 
of  India (CAG) has 

unearthed massive ir-
regularities in the im-
plementation of  the 
Pradhan Mantri Kaush-
al Vikas Yojana (PM-
KVY) — a flagship Cen-
t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
scheme meant to pro-
vide skill training to 
youth and promote self-
employment. The audit 
report, tabled in the 
Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day, reveals alarming 
misuse of  funds, fake 
beneficiary records, 
and large-scale certifi-
cate fraud across states 
such as Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh between 2015 
and 2022.

  According to the 
CAG’s findings, skill 
certificates were issued 
to lakhs of  individuals 
without imparting any 
for mal training. In 
some cases, training 
centers had even been 
shut down before the is-
suance of  certificates. 
Institutions reportedly 
branded these fraudu-
lent credentials as “Best 
in Class” skill certifica-
tions, completely disre-
garding merit or attend-
ance requirements.

T h e  P M K V Y , 
launched in 2015, was 

implemented in three 
distinct phases over 
seven years to enhance 
the employability of  In-
dia’s youth through 
skill-based training. 
The Central govern-
ment allocated about 
₹14,450 crore for the pro-
gramme to train 1.32 
crore candidates across 
various sectors. How-
ever, the audit discov-
ered that the system 
was riddled with anom-
alies and data manipu-
lation at several levels.
One of  the most shock-
ing revelations is the 
use of  fake or duplicate 
financial records. The 
CAG report points out 
that bank accounts of  
90,66,264 registered ben-
eficiaries contained ei-
ther blank or invalid ac-
count numbers. 

In addition, 5,24,537 

accounts were found to 
be duplicates including 
instances where 12,122 
beneficiaries shared the 
same bank number, 
while 52,381 others had 
repeated or inconsist-
ent entries. Even more 
startling, about 4,72,156 
candidates were regis-
tered with the bank ac-
c o u n t  n u m b e r 
“11111111111”. These se-
vere discrepancies 
raise concerns over the 
authenticity of  claims 
and disbursements 
made under the Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
system. 

The CAG stated that 
funds were released to 
over 24.53 lakh certified 
candidates through 
DBT transfers, but only 
17.69 lakh of  them were 
actually trained. This 
means that nearly 7 

lakh people almost 30 
percent of  those funded 
received money despite 
never completing any 
training programme.
Officials highlighted 
that the irregularities 
point towards systemic 
failures, lax monitor-
ing, and possible collu-
sion between training 
partners and verifica-
tion agencies. The re-
port implies that poor 
oversight and the ab-
sence of  robust data 
validation mechanisms 
enabled widespread 
misuse of  public funds 
m e a n t  f o r  s k i l l 
development.

The CAG findings call 
into question the integ-
rity of  the PMKVY’s im-
plementation process, 
especially in states like 
B i h a r  a n d  U t t a r 
Pradesh, where most of  

the irregularities were 
concentrated. Political 
observers say this rais-
es serious accountabil-
ity issues for both state 
enforcement agencies 
and central monitoring 
bodies. The revelation 
could trigger a broader 
investigation into the 
misuse of  Central skill 
development funds. 

Opposition parties 
are expected to press for 
a detailed probe and 
seek answers on the 
misuse of  taxpayers’ 
money. Meanwhile, the 
Ministry of  Skill Devel-
opment and Entrepre-
neurship may face pres-
sure to revamp the 
PMKVY monitoring 
framework and ensure 
transparent beneficiary 
verification processes 
to restore public trust in 
the scheme’s objectives.

Massive Irregularities Uncovered in PM Kaushal Vikas Yojana: CAG 
Exposes False Certifications, Ghost Accounts

Railways Rationalizes Passenger Fares; No Hike for 
Journeys up to 215 Km TPN Bureau | De-

cember 21

A maravati: In a 
significant or-
g a n i z a t i o n a l 
move aimed at 

strengthening the Tel-
u g u  D e s a m  Pa r t y 
(TDP) ahead of  key po-
l i t i c a l  b a t t l e s  i n 
Andhra Pradesh, par-
ty chief  and Chief  
Minister N. Chandrab-
abu Naidu has final-
ized the list of  Lok 
Sabha constituency-
level presidents and 
general secretaries. 
The official list, re-
leased by the party 
headquarters on Sun-
day, reflects Naidu’s 
strategic approach to 
consolidating the par-
ty’s base through a 
careful balance of  so-
cial representation, 
administrative experi-
ence,  loyalty,  and 
grassroots strength.
According to party 
sources, the appoint-
ments were made after 
extensive internal con-
sultations with senior 
leaders and regional 
committees. 

Chandrababu Naidu 
is said to have person-
ally reviewed each 
candidate’s perfor-
mance, track record, 

and community influ-
ence before finalizing 
the selections. The 
TDP leadership em-
phasized that the com-
position of  the new or-
g anizational  team 
seeks to blend youth 
energy with senior ex-
perience, ensuring ef-
fective coordination 
between the party and 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
machinery.

Each Lok Sabha con-
stituency now has an 
appointed president 
responsible for overall 
party coordination 
and mobilization, sup-
ported by a general 
secretary tasked with 
operational activities 
and communication. 
This two-tier leader-
ship model is expected 
to  s trengthen the 
TDP’s reach at the 
grassroots level, im-
prove organizational 
discipline, and ener-
gize district-level cad-
res in preparation for 
upcoming elections 
and developmental 
p r o g r a m s. S o u r c e s 
within the party stated 
that special attention 
was given to caste and 
community equations 
to maintain political 
balance across re-
gions. Naidu report-

edly ensured that rep-
r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s 
offered to leaders from 
backward classes, 
Scheduled Castes, mi-
norities, and women, 
reflecting the party’s 
inclusive vision for the 
state’s political and so-
cial fabric. The list, ac-
cording to insiders, 
signals the TDP’s read-
iness to re-establish its 
organizational domi-
nance after recent 
phases of  political 
turbulence.

Several senior lead-
ers have expressed sat-
isfaction over the reor-
ganization, describing 
it as a timely step to 
reinforce the party’s 
inter nal structure. 
TDP leaders believe 
that the move will 
bring greater account-
ability among district 
units and sharpen the 
party’s focus on con-
stituency-specific is-
sues,  par t icularly 
t h o s e  c o n c e r n i n g 
farmers, youth, and 
welfare beneficiaries. 
Political observers 
view this reorganiza-
tion as a strategic at-
tempt by Chandrababu 
Naidu to consolidate 
his party’s hold ahead 
of  the local body elec-
tions and to prepare 

the ground for the 2029 
general elections. 

  With the state wit-
nessing rapid shifts in 
political equations fol-
lowing the TDP-led 
government’s return 
to power, strengthen-
ing the party’s base 
across all parliamen-
tary segments has be-
come a top priority for 
Naidu.Speaking on the 
occasion, senior TDP 
officials remarked that 
the new appointments 
are not just adminis-
trative but symbolic of  
the Chief  Minister’s 
renewed focus on per-
f o r m a n c e - b a s e d 
politics. 

“Those who deliver 
results and maintain 
strong connections 
with the people will 
play key roles in the 
coming years,” one 
senior leader said.
With this decisive step, 
the Telugu Desam Par-
ty appears poised for 
an energized phase of  
political activity, rein-
forcing Chandrababu 
Naidu’s strategy to 
tighten organizational 
discipline, promote 
grassroots leadership, 
and prepare for the 
next round of  political 
ch a l l e n g e s  a c ro s s 
Andhra Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | 
December 21 

H Hyderabad: In 
today’s  hyper 
connected digital 
world, social me-

dia has become an in-
separable part of  daily 
life. From the moment 
people wake up in the 
morning until they go 
to bed at night, they 
scroll through count-
less messages, posts, 
videos, and forwarded 
content .  However, 
amidst this constant 
stream of  information, 
many users fail to 
pause and verify the 
authenticity of  what 
they read or share a 
mistake that could have 
serious consequences.

According to the Hy-
derabad Police, the 
spread of  misinforma-
tion on social media 
platforms has reached 
alarming levels in re-
cent times. The depart-
ment has observed that 
false or misleading 
content often travels 
faster and farther than 
the truth, echoing the 
old saying, “A lie can 
travel halfway around 
the world while the 
truth is still putting on 
its shoes.” This alarm-
ing trend is not only 
eroding trust but also 
causing tangible harm 
to individuals and 
communities.

  The police have not-
ed a significant rise in 
fake news posts, edited 

videos, and misleading 
claims circulating 
across popular messag-
ing apps and social net-
working sites. These 
posts, in many cases, 
t a r g e t  v u l n e r abl e 
groups such as women 
and children, subject-
ing them to humilia-
tion, emotional dis-
tress, and reputational 
damage. To combat 
this growing menace, 
the Hyderabad Police 
have issued a public ad-
visory urging netizens 
to act responsibly 
while using digital 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
platforms.

The advisory out-
lines a set of  key guide-
l i n e s  a n d 
warnings:Verify infor-
mation before sharing. 
Users should ensure 
that any message, im-
age, or video they for-
ward is authentic and 
factually correct.Exer-
cise responsibility in 
group chats. Those 
who manage or partici-
pate in WhatsApp, Tel-
egram, or Facebook 
groups must moderate 
conversations to pre-
vent the spread of  
h a r m f u l  o r  f a l s e 
content.

Avoid sharing unver-
ified or sensational 
claims. Doing so could 
invite legal conse-
quences under cyber-
crime and misinforma-
tion laws. Stay away 
from fake propaganda. 
Becoming part of  a 
false narrative can 

damage one’s personal 
reputation and credi-
bility. The police have 
made it clear that igno-
rance cannot be used 
as an excuse for for-
warding false informa-
tion. Anyone caught 
spreading misleading 
or inflammatory con-
tent will face legal ac-
tion under relevant 
sections of  the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and 
the Information Tech-
nology (IT) Act. 

This includes spread-
ing communal incite-
ment, defamation, or 
morphed visuals in-
tended to defame indi-
viduals or institutions.
Authorities also cau-
tioned that sensation-
alism for the sake of  
attention or entertain-
ment can quickly back-
fire, turning the of-
fender into the subject 
of  online ridicule and 
public outrage. Cyber 
experts emphasize that 
in the current digital 
era, fact-checking is 
not optional — it is a 
civic duty.

The Hyderabad Po-
lice concluded the 
statement with an ap-
peal: social media is a 
powerful tool for com-
munication and aware-
ness, but it must be 
used with accountabil-
ity and sensitivity. Re-
sponsible participation 
in online spaces can 
ensure that the inter-
net remains a safe and 
credible medium for 
everyone.

TDP Finalized list of Lok Sabha presidents

Social Media Users Advised to Exercise 
Caution: Hyderabad Police Issue Stern 
Warning Against Fake News Circulation
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Amaravathi: In a notable 
gesture that has drawn 
attention across Andhra 
Pradesh’s political cir-
cles, Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu ex-
tended birthday greet-
ings to his predecessor 
and YSR Congress Party 
president, Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, on the lat-
ter’s 53rd birthday. 
Naidu conveyed his 
wishes through a post 
on X (formerly Twitter), 
marking a symbolic mo-
ment amid the state’s 
c h a r g e d  p o l i t i c a l 
atmosphere.“Birthday 
wishes to Shri Y.S. Jag-

an garu. May he live a 
long and healthy life,” 
Naidu wrote, a message 
that quickly went viral 
on social media. 

  The Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) chief ’s post 
is seen as a rare expres-
sion of  goodwill, given 
the history of  deep po-
litical animosity and 
personal rivalry be-
tween the two leaders.
The greeting comes in 
the backdrop of  the 2024 
Andhra Pradesh Assem-
bly elections, in which 
the TDP–Jana Sena–
BJP alliance secured a 
sweeping victory, deci-
sively defeating Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s YSR 

Congress Party. Since 
a s s u m i n g  p o w e r, 

Naidu’s government has 
been reversing several 

controversial policies of  
the previous dispensa-

tion, further intensify-
ing the adversarial tone 
between the political 
camps.However, Naidu’s 
message has been wide-
ly discussed as an in-
stance of  statesmanship 
transcending political 
boundaries. 

Many netizens appre-
ciated the gesture, call-
ing it a “humanitarian 
act” that reflects politi-
cal maturity. “Despite 
their differences, wish-
ing an opponent good 
health shows true lead-
ership,” one user com-
mented.At the same 
time, certain sections 
expressed criticism, re-
minding Naidu of  al-

leged wrongdoings dur-
ing Jagan’s tenure and 
questioning the neces-
sity of  such civility. 
“This is politics; we can-
not forget what people 
went through under his 
rule,” a comment read, 
reflecting ongoing po-
larization among the 
electorate.

Earlier in the day, Dep-
uty Chief  Minister and 
Jana Sena leader Pawan 
Kalyan and Andhra 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (APCC) chief  Y.S. 
Sharmila also extended 
birthday wishes to Jag-
an Mohan Reddy. Mean-
while, YSRCP cadres 
celebrated their lead-

er’s birthday across the 
state by organizing so-
cial service events, in-
cluding blood donation 
camps, food distribu-
tion programs, and 
community welfare 
activities.

While the political 
equations in Andhra 
Pradesh remain com-
plex, Naidu’s simple yet 
significant wish has 
sparked conversations 
about civility in poli-
tics. In a state often 
marked by intense ri-
valries, the exchange 
served as a reminder 
that respect and human-
ity can still find a place 
in public life.

TPN Bureau | December 
20

Guntur:   Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu has unveiled a 
comprehensive, phase-
wise roadmap for devel-
oping Amaravati Quan-
tum Valley into a global 
center for research, in-
novation, and industrial 
growth in quantum 
technologies. The initia-
tive aims to position 
Amaravati as the nerve 
center of  India’s quan-
tum revolution, combin-
ing research excellence, 
startup incubation, and 
global collaboration.

Foundation Phase 
(2026)The year 2026 will 
mark the Foundation 
Phase,  focusing on 
building administrative 
systems, anchoring 
hardware infrastruc-

ture, launching academ-
ic programs, and identi-
fying quantum talent. 
As part of  this early-
stage effort, the govern-
ment has approved in-
vestments from several 
pioneering startups, in-
cluding QPAI, Nostrada-
mus Technologies, 42 
Technology, Qubitech 
Smart Solutions, Cy-
branex Technologies, 
Centella Scientific, and 
Qclairvoyance Quan-
tum Labs.

  During this phase, 
Andhra Pradesh plans 
to install IBM’s Quan-
tum System 2, a state-of-
the-art computing plat-
form that will anchor 
the region’s hardware 
capability. The govern-
ment will introduce 
quantum education pro-
grams in collaboration 
with international insti-

tutions and train at 
least 200 specialists in 
quantum computing 
and related disciplines. 
Additionally, research-
ers will test 100 quan-
tum algorithms to build 
a foundation for future 
expansion.

Expansion Phase 
(2027–2029)The Expan-
sion Phase will acceler-
ate industrial and re-
search growth between 
2027 and 2029. This stage 
will focus on scaling up 
hardware production, 
expanding academic 
and industrial research, 
and attracting large-
scale investments. A 
Quantum Innovation 
Fund worth ₹1,000 crore 
will be launched to sup-
port startups and R&D 
ventures. 

A National Quantum 
Startup Forum will also 

be established to create 
a robust ecosystem for 
collaboration among re-
searchers, investors, 
and entrepreneurs.The 
government aims for 
over 1,000 quantum al-
gorithms to be tested an-
nually during this peri-
od. By the end of  2029, 
Andhra Pradesh targets 
achieving 1,000 stable 
qubits, generating USD 
1 billion in quantum in-
vestments, and crossing 
₹5,000 crore in annual 
quantum exports — 
signaling India’s arrival 
on the global quantum 
map.

Leadership Phase 
(2030–2035) The Leader-
ship Phase, covering 
2030 to 2035, envisions 
international recogni-
tion and sustained ex-
port growth. Amaravati 
is expected to host pre-

mier global quantum 
events and set interna-
tional benchmarks in 
research and innova-
tion. Through the Am-
aravati Quantum Acad-
emy, the state plans to 
train 5,000 engineers, 
researchers, and techni-
cians every year to meet 
the growing demand for 
s p e c i a l i z e d  t a l e n t 
worldwide.

A key goal is to devel-
op 100 quantum start-
ups, supported by a liv-
ing-lab ecosystem and 
regulatory sandboxes 
that foster experimenta-
tion within safe, con-
trolled environments.
Land Acquisition and 
Industrial Develop-
mentTo support large-
scale hardware manu-
facturing, the Andhra 
Pradesh Industrial In-
frastructure Corpora-

tion (APIIC) will allo-
cate 200 acres near 
Amaravati for establish-
ing dedicated quantum 
hardware industries. 

This project is expect-
ed to create thousands 
of  employment opportu-

nities across skilled and 
semi-skilled sectors 
while strengthening 
Amaravati’s role in In-
dia’s emerging quan-
tum economy. This am-
bitious roadmap reflects 
the Naidu government’s 

vision to drive techno-
logical self-reliance and 
innovation-led growth, 
making Amaravati a 
cornerstone of  India’s 
next major technologi-
cal frontier  the quan-
tum era.

Chandrababu Naidu Extends Birthday Wishes to YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, Gesture Draws Wide Reactions

Amaravati to Emerge as India’s Quantum Technology Hub: CM 
Chandrababu Naidu Outlines Phased Roadmap

TPN Bureau | December 21:
Pemmasani Inaugu-

rates Gen Z-themed Post 
Office at VIT-AP Campu-
sIn a pioneering initiative 
aimed at modernizing the 
postal experience and 
connecting with younger 
generations, Union Min-
ister of  State for Rural De-
velopment Dr. Chandra 
Sekhar Pemmasani inau-
gurated a Gen Z-themed 
Sub-Post Office at the 
VIT-AP University cam-
pus in Amaravati on Sat-
urday. Designed with a 
youthful, contemporary 
look and feel, the facility 
marks a significant step 
in the Department of  
Posts’ efforts to reimag-
ine its traditional role in 
the digital age.

 The newly transformed 
post office features a stu-
dent-friendly ambience, 
blending modern aesthet-
ics with functional spaces 
that cater to the commu-
nication and digital needs 
of  today’s youth. Interac-
tive service kiosks, self-
service counters, digital 
payment facilities, and 
spaces for financial liter-
acy awareness are part of  
the new model. The initia-
tive seeks to bridge the 
gap between conventional 
postal operations and the 

expectations of  Genera-
tion Z, aligning the de-
partment’s services with 
the evolving lifestyle of  
young citizens.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Pemmasani com-
mended the Department 
of  Posts for its innovative 
approach in revitalizing 
India’s vast postal net-
work. He noted that post 
offices are “no longer just 
about mail delivery” but 
evolving into “multi-ser-
vice platforms that con-
nect people, ideas, and op-
portunities.”  Highlighting 
the importance of  youth 
engagement, he said the 
Amaravati initiative re-
flects the government’s 
broader vision of  making 
institutional spaces more 
inclusive, tech-driven, 
and youth-oriented.

Dr. Pemmasani also em-
phasized that such trans-
formations play a crucial 
role in fostering entrepre-
neurial spirit, encourag-
ing financial inclusion, 
and supporting digital lit-
eracy among students. 
With post offices now ex-
tending their services to 
banking, insurance, logis-
tics, e-commerce facilita-
tion, and philately, he said 
they are becoming rele-
vant hubs for innovation 

and entrepreneurship. Of-
ficials from the Depart-
ment of  Posts, VIT-AP 
University management, 
and local dignitaries at-
tended the inaugural 
ceremony. 

Students interacted 
with postal officials and 
explored the range of  dig-
ital services available at 
the new Gen Z-themed fa-
cility. The department 
also announced plans to 
extend similar youth-fo-
cused postal centres to 
other major educational 
campuses across Andhra 
Pradesh in the coming 
months.The initiative un-
derscores the vision of  
creating a vibrant inter-
face between traditional 
institutions and modern 
technological trends—
bridging generations 
through innovation while 
reaffirming the postal de-
partment’s role in India’s 
digital transformation 
journey.

Pemmasani Inaugurates Gen Z-themed Post Office

Andhra Pradesh Pushes for New Godavari Water 
Tribunal in Talks with Centre

TPN Bureau | December 21:		
Amaravati: The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has renewed its demand for 
the constitution of  a new tribunal to 
allocate Godavari river waters be-
tween the two Telugu states in the 
post-bifurcation era. Chief  Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu raised this key 
issue during his recent visit to New 
Delhi, where he met Union Jal Shakti 
Minister C.R. Patil on Friday. During 
the meeting, Naidu reportedly dis-
cussed a wide range of  subjects in-
cluding approvals for inter-state and 
intra-state river-linking projects, 
clearance for pending irrigation pro-
posals, and the resolution of  inter-
state water disputes. The question of  
a Godavari Water Tribunal emerged 
as one of  the most significant and ur-
gent topics on the agenda.According 
to the original Godavari Water Dis-
putes Tribunal award, the undivided 
Andhra Pradesh was entitled to use 
1,430 TMC (thousand million cubic 
feet) of  dependable water at 75% 
reliability. 

However, following the formation of  
Telangana in 2014, these allocations 
now need to be divided between the 
two successor states. Despite repeated 
requests, the Centre has not yet taken 
steps toward setting up a fresh tribu-
nal to redefine and allocate shares.
Both Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
had earlier sought the establishment 
of  a new tribunal during the Apex 

Council meeting held on October 6, 
2020, in New Delhi. 

  While Andhra Pradesh pressed for 
clarity on its post-bifurcation water 
entitlement, Telangana wanted a com-
plete reassessment of  the allocations. 
Although the Council later moved for-
ward on issues related to the Krishna 
river, initiating the Krishna Water 
Disputes Tribunal-II proceedings, the 
proposal for a Godavari Tribunal has 
remained dormant.The original Goda-
vari award, often referred to as the 
“Godavari Agreement,” is based on a 
series of  inter-state pacts entered into 
up to 1980. A key milestone was the 
tripartite agreement of  August 7, 1978, 
between the then Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh, and undivided Andhra 
Pradesh governments. 

Subsequent accords were consoli-
dated under the Godavari Water Dis-
putes Tribunal Award.Studies show 
that under the award conditions, un-
divided Andhra Pradesh had access to 
1,430 TMC of  dependable flows. Cur-
rently, Andhra Pradesh utilizes ap-
proximately 659.691 TMC under vari-
ous completed irrigation projects, 
while ongoing construction projects 
are expected to require another 116.20 
TMC. The state government also plans 
to make use of  surplus floodwaters 
through new linkage schemes such as 
the proposed Polavaram–Nallamala 
Sagar Interlink Project.

Officials argue that a new tribunal 

is essential to ensure equitable distri-
bution and legally binding clarity on 
water sharing between Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana. The state con-
tends that with changing rainfall pat-
terns, increased irrigation needs, and 
the emergence of  new projects, the 
existing distribution framework no 
longer reflects ground realities. Telan-
gana, too, has expressed support for 
the idea of  a new Godavari tribunal, 
mirroring Andhra Pradesh’s stance 
that a transparent and updated alloca-
tion mechanism would help prevent 
future disputes. 

However, the Centre’s inaction so 
far has left both states waiting for a 
concrete move.With the Krishna river 
dispute now under formal adjudica-
tion by the Krishna Water Disputes 
Tribunal-II, Andhra Pradesh hopes 
that the Centre will soon issue a simi-
lar notification initiating the process 
for Godavari.

Rayalaseema Body Hails CM’s Appeal for Horticulture Mission Funds
TPN Bureau | Dec. 21
Anantapur:  Rayalasee-

ma Saguneeti Sadhana 
Samithi (RSSS) presi-
dent Bojja Dasaratha 
Rami Reddy has wel-
comed Chief  Minister 
N .  C h a n d r a b a b u 
Naidu’s appeal to the 
Centre to allocate spe-
cial funds under the 
Horticulture Mission 
for the rapid develop-
ment of  the backward 
districts of  Rayalasee-
ma and Prakasam. Ad-
dressing the executive 

committee meeting of  
the Samithi held at 
Nandyal on Saturday, 
Rami Reddy said the 
Chief  Minister’s re-
newed emphasis on hor-
ticulture had rekindled 
hopes among farmers 
who have long struggled 
with drought and low 
agricultural productivity. 

 He noted that Naidu’s 
vision to establish a 
comprehensive Horti-
culture Hub across the 
region could transform 
farm livelihoods if  im-

plemented with strong 
institutional backing 
and timely financial 
support.“Rayalaseema 
has immense potential 
fo r  c u l t ivat i o n  o f  
high‑value crops such 
as mango,  banana, 
pomegranate, and cit-
rus fruits. The creation 
of  a horticulture corri-
dor could generate em-
ployment, boost ex-
p o r t s ,  a n d  e n s u re 
sustainable income for 
small and marginal 
farmers,” Rami Reddy 

said. However, he ex-
pressed serious concern 
over the slow progress 
of  key development pro-

grams announced in re-
cent years. Despite sub-
stantial mentions in the 
Union Budget 2025–26 
regarding the Purvo-

daya Scheme, the estab-
lishment of  industrial 
hubs at Orvakal (Kur-
nool district) and Kop-
parthi (Kadapa district), 
and the commitment to 
developing backward 
districts as per the 
Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act, 2014, lit-
tle ground activity has 
been visible, he said.
Rami Reddy urged both 
the State and Central 
g o v e r n m e n t s  t o 
fast‑track project execu-
tion and avoid bureau-

cratic delays. 
“A n n o u n c e m e n t s 

alone do not change peo-
ple’s lives. We need a 
time‑bound action plan, 
regular monitoring, and 
transparent allocation 
of  funds so that our 
farmers can see the ben-
efits on the ground,” he 
asserted. The RSSS 
president also high-
lighted the significance 
of  water management 
in boosting horticulture 
productivity. He called 
for expediting irriga-

t i o n  p r o j e c t s  l i ke 
Handri‑Neeva, GNSS, 
and Velugonda, which 
are vital for ensuring re-
liable water supply in 
the drought‑prone re-
gion.Reiterating the 
Samithi’s commitment 
to the cause of  Rayala-
seema’s development, 
he said the organisation 
would continue to work 
with all political parties 
and stakeholders to se-
cure equitable growth 
opportunities for the 
region. 

“Our demand is not 
charity—it is long‑pend-
ing justice to Rayalasee-
ma’s farmers,” Rami 
Reddy declared.The 
meeting concluded with 
resolutions demanding 
that the Centre formally 
include Rayalaseema 
under all backward area 
packages and ensure 
dedicated funding for 
horticulture infrastruc-
ture, cold storage, and 
f a r m e r  t r a i n i n g 
centres.
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TPN Bureau | Dec 21
Amaravati: Education 

and IT Minister and TDP 
National General Secre-
tary Nara Lokesh has di-
rected regional coordina-
tors to submit detailed 
performance reports on 
the party’s MLAs, stating 
that the evaluation will 
be used to strengthen 
governance and party ac-
countability. He made it 
clear that legislators fail-
ing to perform up to ex-
pectations would be 
called in for party coun-
seling sessions.Empha-
sizing organizational dis-
cipline, Lokesh reminded 
coordinators that loyalty 
to the party is paramount. 

“The Secretariat is like 
a rented house, but the 
party is our permanent 
home. We may hold office 
for five years, but the par-
ty remains forever. Every 
leader must abide by par-
ty directives without ex-
ception,” he said.Lokesh 
held an extensive review 

meeting lasting over two 
and a half  hours with 
TDP regional coordina-
tors at the party’s central 
office on Saturday. He 
clarified that coordina-
tors play a crucial role in 
bridging communication 
between senior leaders 
and grassroots workers. 

F rom monitoring 
MLA performance to or-
ganizing review meet-
ings with district in-
charge ministers, he 
instructed coordinators 
to remain proactive and 
responsive.Lokesh di-
rected that if  any in-
charge minister fails to 
respond to coordinators’ 
calls, the matter should 
be reported directly to 
the party leadership. He 
also stressed that every 
time a DRC (District Re-
view Committee) meet-
ing is held by in-charge 
ministers, a party meet-
ing should be conducted 
the next day with the 
presence of  both the 

minister and the region-
al coordinator. In dis-
tricts handled by ally 
ministers, Lokesh sug-
gested organizing the 
meetings jointly with 
the local MP.

He instructed that all 
vacant party positions 
from village to constitu-
ency level be filled by the 
end of  this month. The 
same timeline applies 
for pending appoint-
ments in temple commit-
t e e s ,  m a rke t  ya r d 
boards, and PACS chair-
manships. Lokesh asked 
coordinators to take im-
mediate proposals for 
postings in APPSC, BC 
Corporation, and Wakf  
Boards. He made it clear 
that priority in both par-
ty and nominated posi-
tions should go to those 
who fought steadfastly 
when the TDP was in 
opposition. 

Any nominations rec-
ommended for leaders 
who joined after the coa-

lition came to power 
should be summarily re-
jected.Discussing MLA 
activities, Lokesh noted 
that performance has 
improved significantly 
over the last two and a 
half  months. MLAs have 
been conducting griev-
ance collection pro-
grams across constitu-
encies and working to 
resolve local issues. He 
directed coordinators to 
ensure their continuous 
participation in govern-
ment and party pro-
grams, particularly pub-
lic welfare initiatives 
like Swachhandhra and 
pension disbursement 
drives.On administra-
tive matters, the meeting 
finalized design plans 
for district party offices, 
advising minor internal 
revisions. 

Each district and con-
stituency center will 
have a party office built 
under a unified design. 
Site selection for these 

offices must be complet-
ed by month-end.The 
meeting also discussed 
the appointment of  a 
new chairman for Nel-
lore Vijaya Dairy, with 
Lokesh delegating the 
responsibility of  finaliz-
ing the candidate to 
State Party President 
Palla Srinivas Rao. 

Reviewing the party 
workers’  insurance 
scheme, Lokesh re-
vealed that compensa-
tion payments totaling 
₹38 crore have been 
made since January 
this year.Regional coor-
d i n a t o r s  M a n t a 
Satyanarayana Raju, 
Bhoomireddy Rangopal 
Reddy, Bheeda Ravi-
chandra Yadav, Sujay-
akrishna Ranga Rao, 
Deepan Reddy, Kovela-
mudi Ravindra, Vepada 
Chiranjeevi Rao, Man-
dalapu Ravi, and Pellak-
uru Srinivas Reddy par-
t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
meeting.

Amaravati: Minister 
Nara Lokesh empha-
sized the urgent need to 
strengthen the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) and 
its affiliated wings from 
the grassroots level up-
ward. He urged senior 
functionaries and re-
gional coordinators to 
focus on pending party 
committees, ensuring 
the  org anizat ional 
structure is reinforced 
ahead of  upcoming po-
litical challenges. Loke-
sh held a high-level 
meeting with TDP’s re-
gional coordinators that 
lasted for nearly two 
hours on Sunday. Dur-
ing the session, he re-
viewed the party’s strat-
e g y  a n d  g ave  ke y 
directives on building 
strong local teams, en-

hancing coordination, 
and expanding grass-
roots support networks. 

  The meeting also re-
viewed the design mod-
els of  new party offices 
proposed for district 
headquar ters,  with 
Lokesh personally seek-
ing feedback from the 
coordinators.According 
to party sources, Lokesh 
presented a clear road-
map for strengthening 
internal systems across 
constituencies. He di-
rected coordinators to 
pay special attention to 
the performance of  af-
filiated TDP wings such 
as the youth, women, 
and farmers’ units. 

“The revival and em-
powerment of  these 
wings are crucial for 
sustaining the party’s 

mass contact at every 
level of  society,” Lokesh 
reportedly said.Ad-
dressing organizational 
efficiency, Lokesh in-
structed the coordina-
tors to monitor how ef-

fectively local grievance 
programs are resolving 
public issues. He or-
dered the preparation 
of  detailed reports on 
grievance redressal pro-
gress and mandated that 

party leaders collabo-
rate closely with district 
in-charge ministers dur-
ing such programs. 

He further instructed 
that on the day of  the 
District Development 

Rev i ew  C o m m i t t e e 
(DDRC) meeting, the 
party’s coordination 
committee in each dis-
trict should also con-
vene to review internal 
matters and synchro-
nize activities.High-
lighting the need for ac-
celeration in pending 
organizational tasks, 
Lokesh urged leaders to 
expedite the completion 
of  all unfinished party 
committees from the vil-
lage level up to the state 
unit. 

He also directed coor-
dinators to finalize lists 
of  eligible candidates 
for the remaining nomi-
nated positions, stress-
ing merit and loyalty as 
key criteria.During the 
meeting, Lokesh also re-
viewed progress on the 

construction of  new 
TDP district offices. He 
advised coordinators to 
work with the con-
cerned ministers to fi-
nalize land acquisition, 
design approvals, and 
construction timelines 
to ensure swift completion. 

He emphasized that 
these offices should 
serve not just as admin-
istrative centers but 
also as hubs for public 
service and local prob-
lem resolution.In a 
sharp criticism of  the 
previous YSR Congress 
(YSRCP) government, 
Lokesh condemned 
what he described as 
“politically motivated” 
cases filed against TDP 
leaders and activists. He 
called for immediate le-
gal assistance to those 

affected, directing party 
legal cells to ensure that 
all such cases are re-
solved at the earliest. 

“No activist or leader 
should feel neglected. It 
is our duty to stand by 
every member who has 
suf fered injustice,” 
Lokesh asserted. Con-
cluding the meeting, 
Nara Lokesh reiterated 
the TDP’s commitment 
to rebuilding a people-
centric organizational 
network and revitaliz-
ing the party’s structure 
across the state. He said, 
“Every coordinator 
should treat this as a 
mission to rebuild TDP 
a t  e v e r y  v i l l a g e , 
strengthen the trust of  
the people, and prepare 
the organization for the 
future.”

D e c e m b e r  2 1 
(Andhra Jyothi): In-
ternal discord within 
the ruling YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) 
has once again come 
to the surface, this 
time during celebra-
tions marking party 
president and former 
Chief  Minister Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Red-
dy’s 53rd birthday. 

What was meant to 
be a show of  unity 
and loyalty has in-
stead turned into a 
reflection of  serious 
factionalism among 
key YSRCP leaders 
across several dis-
tricts.The controver-
sy began in the Em-
m i g a n u r u 
constituency of  Kur-
nool district, where 
separate birthday 
events were organ-
ized by different YS-
RCP factions. Con-
stituency in-charge 
Rajeev Reddy, Kur-
nool Parliament co-
ordinator Butta Re-
nuka, and senior 
party leader Rudra 
Goud each held their 
own celebrations, re-
por tedly without 
consultation or coor-
dination with one 
another. 

  This division has 
sparked intense de-
bate among party 
cadres, who are ex-
pressing confusion 
and disappointment 
over the lack of  unity 

at the leadership lev-
el .Par ty  workers 
voiced concern that 
if  senior leaders 
themselves could not 
come together for 
Jagan’s birthday—a 
symbolic occasion 
celebrating the party 
chief ’s leadership 
and welfare-oriented 
governance—it could 
signal deeper cracks 
within the organiza-
tion. “Such rival 
group activities only 
weaken the party’s 
image,” lamented 
several local activ-
ists, urging the high 
command to inter-
vene swiftly and re-
solve internal dis-
putes before they 
af fect the party’s 
grassroots network.

Meanwhile, simi-
lar tensions erupted 
in Chittoor district, 
where YSRCP lead-
ers were also divided 
in their birthday cel-
ebrations. Two rival 
factions reportedly 
h e l d  c o m p e t i n g 
events, further ex-
posing the simmer-
ing discontent. Depu-
t y  M a y o r 
Chandrasekhar led 
one group in organ-
izing celebrations at 
Girimpeta, where 
several influential lo-
cal leaders joined 
him. His faction is 
said to have the back-
ing of  certain promi-
nent figures within 

the party, strengthen-
ing speculation about 
r i s i n g  i n t e r n a l 
rivalries.

Interestingly, ban-
ners displayed dur-
ing Chandrasekhar’s 
event omitted the im-
age of  Chittoor dis-
t r i c t  Y S RC P  i n -
charge Vijayanand 
Reddy, which observ-
ers interpreted as a 
d e l i b e r at e  s nu b. 
Speaking to the me-
dia, Chandrasekhar 
stated that the divi-
sions had arisen be-
cause leadership was 
failing to give due im-
portance to local 
functionaries. He 
added that while fac-
tions were not inten-
tional, neglect from 
coordinators had in-
evitably led to such 
groupings.

Party insiders ad-
mit that g rowing 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
among second-tier 
leaders threatens to 
undermine the YS-
RCP’s organization-
al discipline, espe-
cially in districts 
wh e re  t h e  p a r t y 
once enjoyed over-
whelming support. 
Wi t h  d i s c o n t e n t 
s p r e a d i n g  j u s t 
months after elec-
toral setbacks, cad-
res are calling on 
the leadership to re-
store cohesion be-
fore the rifts deepen 
further.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 21

Nellore: Former Min-
ister and senior YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP) 
leader Kakani Govard-
han Reddy has once 
again stirred controver-
sy, this time for allegedly 
issuing open threats to 
officials of  the Irrigation 
Department. According 
to reports, during a heat-
ed exchange, Reddy 
lashed out at senior offi-
cials, including Execu-
tive Engineer (SE) Desi 
Naik and Manager Gan-
gadhar Reddy, accusing 
them of  corruption and 
collusion with Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) MLA 
Somireddy Chandramo-
han Reddy.

  Sources claim that 
Kakani, angered by re-
cent  developments, 
warned the officers that 
he would make them “ac-
count for every rupee” 
and even went as far as 
to threaten that they 
would be compelled to 
“sell their assets to repay 
embezzled funds.” These 
remarks have sparked 
outrage among adminis-
trative circles  and 
prompted renewed po-
litical tension in the dis-
trict.The controversy 
comes in the backdrop 
of  a recent expose by 
TDP MLA Somireddy 
Chandramohan Reddy, 

who alleged large-scale 
corruption in the Sullur-
peta and Sarvepalli irri-
gation projects during 
the previous YSRCP 
regime. 

Somireddy, accompa-
nied by media personnel, 
visited several project 
sites and pointed out lo-
cations where he claimed 
works worth crores of  
rupees were billed with-
out actual execution.Ac-
cording to Somireddy, ir-
re gularities in the 

irrigation sector alleg-
edly amount to over ₹150 
crore. He stated that vigi-
lance and audit enquir-
ies have already revealed 
significant lapses, rein-
forcing claims of  finan-
cial mismanagement 
during Kakani’s tenure 
as minister.

Observers note that 
while these allegations 
have been circulating for 
months, Kakani has not 
issued any direct re-
sponse or clarification 

regarding the accusa-
tions against him. In-
stead, his latest remarks 
against irrigation offic-
ers are being viewed as a 
counterattack aimed at 
diverting attention from 
the corruption charges 
made by the opposition.

Political analysts in 
Nellore believe this de-
velopment signals a re-
newed phase of  confron-
tation between the 
ruling YSRCP and the 
TDP, particularly in light 

of  the latter’s continued 
efforts to highlight al-
leged corruption under 
the  previous  state 
government. 

As the latest episode 
unfolds, it remains to be 
seen whether the state 
administration will 
take disciplinary action 
or launch an official in-
quiry into Kakani’s con-
duct and the fresh alle-
gations surrounding 
t h e  i r r i g a t i o n 
department.

Nara Lokesh Stresses Strengthening of TDP, Allied 
Wings from Grassroots Level

YSRCP Leaders’ Birthday Celebrations 
for Jagan Expose Deep Factional Rift in 

Kurnool and Chittoor   Kurnool

Kakani Govardhan Reddy Sparks Fresh Controversy, 
Targets Irrigation Officials in Nellore

Nara Lokesh Reviews TDP MLAs’ Performance, 
Stresses Party Discipline
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Andhra Taxi App to 
Offer Safe and Afforda-
ble Transport for Tour-
ists in NTR District In a 
step toward improving 
tourism and transporta-
tion convenience, NTR 
District Collector S. 
Lakshmi Sha has an-
nounced the launch of  a 
n e w  g o v e r n m e n t -
backed mobile applica-
tion and portal named 
“Andhra Taxi.” De-
signed to operate much 
like private ride‑hailing 
apps in major cities, the 
Andhra Taxi app aims 
to provide tourists and 
residents of  Vijayawada 
and surrounding areas 
with safe, reliable, and 
a f f o r d a b l e  t r av e l 
options.

Collector Lakshmi 

Sha stated that the app 
will soon be available 
for download on the 
Google Play Store. The 
application has been de-
veloped under govern-
ment supervision to en-
sure  transparency, 
passenger safety, and 
fair pricing. It is expect-
ed to play a crucial role 
in supporting tourism 
around Vijayawada’s 
Durga temple, Bhavani 
Island, and the Krishna 
riverfront, which at-
tract thousands of  visi-
tors each month.

The Collector noted 
that tourists have fre-
quently complained 
about overcharging by 
auto and cab drivers, re-
sulting in negative trav-
el experiences. Andhra 
Taxi seeks to address 
this by offering stand-

ardized fares and direct 
access to verified local 
drivers through multi-
ple booking options 
WhatsApp, phone calls, 
the mobile app, or QR 
code systems.Key Fea-
tures and Safety Meas-
uresUsers can select ve-
hicles based on their 
location in the app, 
which displays a list of  
registered and govern-
ment‑verified drivers 
nearby.

  The Transport De-
partment will authorize 
only vehicles with valid 
permits and fitness cer-
tificates to operate un-
der the Andhra Taxi ser-
vice.To ensure women’s 
safety, booking and vehi-
cle details will automat-
ically be shared with lo-
cal police stations, 
allowing real‑time mon-

itoring of  travel activity.
Data from all registered 
vehicles will be stored 
securely in the State 
Data Center, protecting 
user privacy while ena-
bling efficient surveil-
lance and response in 
emergencies.

Tourism and Econom-
ic BoostThe Collector 
emphasized that the ini-
tiative not only benefits 
travelers but also pro-
vides steady employ-
ment opportunities for 
local auto and cab oper-
ators. By integrating 
transportation and ac-
commodation services, 
the app allows tourists 
to book hotel rooms or 
complete travel packag-
es in key tourist destina-
tions within the NTR 
district. This integrated 
approach is expected to 

boost the local economy 
and give small operators 
a  reliable,  gover n-
ment‑endorsed platform 
to offer their services.

Drone Services for 
FarmersIn an innova-
tive move, the Andhra 
Taxi platform will soon 
include drone service 
options for farmers in 
rural areas of  NTR dis-
trict. These services are 
aimed at supporting ag-
ricultural needs such as 
crop monitoring, pesti-
cide spraying, and data 
collection, signaling a 
broader vision for tech-
nology‑driven public 
service under the dis-
trict administration.

Collector Lakshmi 
Sha expressed confi-
dence that the app will 
“curb exploitation, en-
courage transparency, 

and strengthen tour-
ism-linked livelihoods.” 
The initiative reflects 
the government’s com-

mitment to digital gov-
e r n a n c e  a n d  c i t i -
zen‑friendly service 
delivery, setting a mod-

el that could soon be 
replicated in other dis-
tricts across Andhra 
Pradesh.
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Amaravati: True to 
his reputation for swift 
and decisive action, 
Minister Dr. P. Narayana 
has once again demon-
strated his commitment 
to development and effi-
ciency. Within just a 
week of  giving his word, 
a brand-new BT road 
was constructed and 
completed at Vadda-
manu village, one of  the 
capital region villages 
under Amaravati’s de-
velopment belt.During a 
meeting held on Decem-
ber 10 at Vaddamanu, 
Minister Narayana, 
along with local MLA 
Sravan Kumar, met with 
the farmers of  the vil-
lage to discuss the gov-
ernment’s ongoing land 
pooling program. 

  The initiative aims to 

secure land for crucial 
infrastructure projects 
as part of  Amaravati’s 
expansion including the 
railway line, railway sta-
tion, inner ring road, 
and sports city. The gov-
ernment plans to pool 
around 16,666 acres of  
land across seven villag-
es for these projects, 
with Vaddamanu being 
one of  the key locations.
At the same meeting, vil-
lagers expressed con-
cern about the poor con-
dition of  the main road 
connecting their village 
to the N17 route. The 
road had become severe-
ly damaged with numer-
ous potholes, making 
commutes difficult for 
residents. 

Responding immedi-
ately to their request, 
Minister Narayana as-
sured them that a new 

road would be laid with-
out delay — a promise he 
has now delivered on 
within record time.Fol-
lowing the minister’s in-
structions, CRDA offi-
cials and engineers 
inspected the road align-
ment the very next day. 
The Minister personally 
oversaw planning and 
directed technical teams 
to prepare cost estimates 
and initiate the project 
without bureaucratic de-
lay. On December 14, 
construction work be-
gan in full swing, and by 
the morning of  Decem-
ber 21, exactly one week 
later the new BT road 
was fully completed.

The newly laid road 
spans 1,148 meters in 
length and 4.5 meters in 
width, built with four 
durable layers to ensure 
long-term stability. The 

total project cost stood at 
₹98.7 lakh, funded by the 
Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority (CRDA). 
The dedication and coor-
dination between the en-
gineering teams, offi-
cials, and the Minister’s 
office were key to the 
project’s timely completion.

Minister Narayana, 
accompanied by Tenali 
MLA Sravan Kumar, 
will formally inaugurate 
the newly built road on 
M o n d a y  m o r n i n g . 
Speaking ahead of  the 
event, local villagers 
conveyed heartfelt grati-
tude to the Minister for 
his proactive approach 
and for honoring his 
commitment with visi-
ble results rather than 
mere assurances. Many 
residents said his lead-
ership has restored con-
fidence in the govern-

ment’s promises related 
to Amaravati’s development.

This project stands as 
yet another example of  
Minister Narayana’s 
results-driven govern-
ance model one that val-
ues action over an-
nouncements. Officials 
in the CRDA noted that 
his hands-on involve-
ment and quick deci-
sion-making were in-
strumental in ensuring 
that the project was 
completed within just 
seven days.

As Amaravati contin-
ues to move forward 
with critical infrastruc-
ture projects, initiatives 
like the Vaddamanu 
road serve as reminders 
of  how focused political 
will and administrative 
efficiency can together 
accelerate  re gional 
development.

Minister Narayana Fulfills Promise: New BT Road 
Completed in Just a Week at Vaddamanu Village

Whale Rescued by Fishermen 
off  Pudimadaka Coast in 

Anakapalli District

TPN Bureau |  Dec. 
21

Anakapalli,: A dra-
matic rescue unfolded 
off  the coast of  Pudi-
madaka in Achyuta-
puram Mandal, Anaka-
palli district, when 
local fishermen dis-
covered that a whale 
had accidentally be-
come trapped in their 
fishing net during 
their routine expedi-
tion on Saturday.Ac-
cording to eyewitness-
e s,  t h e  g ro u p  o f  
fishermen set out into 
the sea in the early 
hours, casting their 
nets as usual in hopes 
of  a good catch. 

  Within a short time, 
they noticed unusually 
heavy movement in 
the nets and assumed 
they had trapped an 
exceptionally large 
haul of  fish. However, 
as they began pulling 
the net closer to the 
boat, they realized that 
a massive whale had 
become ensnared. The 
fishermen immediate-
ly stopped hauling and 
decided to bring the 
creature closer to 
shore to prevent fur-
ther injury. Once near 
the coast, they, with 
the help of  other lo-
cals, carefully released 
the whale from the 
netting. 

Due to its enormous 
size and exhaustion, 
the rescue took several 
hours. Witnesses re-
ported that the whale 
appeared weak and 
was struggling for 
breath when freed.Lo-
cal villagers, marine 
enthusiasts, and coast-
al authorities gathered 
at the site to assist in 
returning the whale 
safely to deeper wa-
ters. With concerted ef-
fort, ropes and small 
boats were used to 
guide the mammal 
back to sea. 

The fishermen ex-
pressed relief  and 
pride at being able to 
save the marine giant 
from distress.Speak-
ing about the incident, 
one fisherman said, 
“At first, we thought 
we had caught a huge 
shoal of  fish. We never 
imagined a whale 
could get caught in our 
nets. We just wanted to 
make sure it returned 
to the ocean alive.

”Environmentalists 
have praised the swift 

and humane action of  
the fishermen, empha-
sizing the importance 
of  awareness among 
coastal communities 
to prevent accidental 
entanglement of  large 
marine animals. This 
incident highlights the 
close connection be-
tween humans and the 
marine ecosystem 
along Andhra Pradesh’s 
coastline, where fish-
ermen often encounter 
rare ocean creatures.

Officials are expect-
ed to visit the site to 
gather more details 
and assess whether the 
whale sustained any 
injuries. The species 
of  the whale has not 
yet been identified, but 
locals described it as a 
grayish-blue mammal 
roughly 25 to 30 feet 
long.The event has 
drawn considerable at-
tention in the region, 
serving as a reminder 
of  the delicate balance 
between livelihoods 
a n d  m a r i n e 
conservation.

New app to ease transportation in AP

Raja Nagaram Tahsildar Issued Five Memos for Lapses in 
PGRS Complaint Handling

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 21

Vijayawada: Serious 
procedural lapses in ad-
dressing public griev-
ances have landed Raja 
Nagaram Tahsildar 
(MRO) in trouble, as the 
District Revenue Officer 
(DRO) has issued five 
memos citing negli-
gence and violation of  
prescribed procedures. 
The action followed an 
audit held on December 
6, 2025, which scruti-
nized the functioning of  
the grievance redressal 
system (PGRS) across 
the mandal office.Ac-
cording to official sourc-
es, the DRO found that 
several complaints filed 
between June 30 and Au-
gust 8, 2025, through the 
PGRS portal were either 
left unresolved or dis-
posed of  without proper 
follow-up. 

The audit team noted 
that the Tahsildar had 
failed to personally com-
municate with com-
plainants and did not is-
s u e  o f f i c i a l 
endorsements after dis-
posing of  cases—both 
mandatory steps in the 
grievance process.Iden-
tical Lapses in Multiple 
ComplaintsDuring the 
audit, five specific com-
plaints were examined. 

  Each revealed simi-

lar lapses, indicating a 
pattern of  negligence.In 
a case filed on June 30 
by Srilakshmi of  Fari-
jellipeta village, the au-
dit found that the Tah-
sildar had not interacted 
directly with the com-
plainant.Complaints 
registered on July 7, 18, 
and 21 also showed iden-
tical issues, with no 
communication or pro-
cedural documentation.
Similarly, in a petition 
lodged on August 8 by 
Chatla Seetharamudu 
from Raja Nagaram vil-

lage, the MRO failed to 
issue an endorsement 
after closing the complaint.

The DRO described 
these as “procedural 
lapses” and stated that 
merely closing files un-
der the pretext of  resolu-
tion is unacceptable. He 
stressed that every griev-
ance must be addressed 
transparently, with prop-
er documentation and 
citizen engagement.Di-
rection to Submit Expla-
nationIn the memos, the 
DRO instructed the tah-
sildar to furnish a de-

tailed explanation for 
each complaint, clarify 
the steps taken, and im-
mediately rectify the 
identified lapses. 

The officer also reiter-
ated that direct interac-
tion with complainants 
and issuance of  written 
endorsements are man-
datory requirements un-
der the government’s 
grievance redressal 
policy.

Warning on Reputa-
tion and Accountability

District revenue au-
thorities emphasized 

that negligence in han-
dling PGRS complaints 
undermines public trust 
and tarnishes the gov-
ernment’s reputation. 
The DRO warned that 
stricter monitoring will 
be enforced henceforth 
to ensure every public 
grievance is handled 
promptly and in compli-
ance with administra-
tive protocols.Officials 
added that lapses of  this 
nature could trigger fur-
ther disciplinary meas-
ures if  not corrected 
immediately.

APPTD Meeting held
TPN Bureau |  De-

cember 21, 2025
Vijayawada:  The 

Vigilance and Security 
Staff  Welfare Associa-
tion (APPTD), Andhra 
Pradesh, held its state 
executive meeting to-
day at the Revenue As-
sociation Building in 
Vijayawada under the 
leadership of  State 
President D. Ankinidu 
and State General Sec-
retary T. Venkateswara 
Rao. The meeting fo-
cused on long-pending 
demands of  vigilance 
and security person-
nel, including the pro-
posal to rename the 
designation “Security 
Constable” as “PTTD 
Constable” to enhance 
professional dignity 
and identity within the 
department.During 
the session, the asso-
ciation unanimously 
appointed Gopparaju 
Venkateswarlu, Presi-
dent of  AP JAC Amar-
avati, as the Honorary 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
APPTD Vigilance and 
Security Staff  Welfare 
Association. 

Senior police offi-
c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Janakula Srinivasa 
Rao, President of  the 
Andhra Pradesh Po-
lice Officers Associa-

tion, attended as chief  
guests and addressed 
the gathering.Address-
ing the members, Gop-
paraju Venkateswarlu 
reaffirmed that AP 
JAC Amaravati would 
continue to support 
the Vigilance and Se-
curity staff  in resolv-
ing departmental and 
administrative issues. 

He emphasized the 
need for parity, fair 
recognition, and im-
provement of  working 
conditions for the vigi-
lance and security cad-
re under the PTTD.The 
meeting reviewed sev-
eral key concer ns 
faced by employees, in-
cluding the designa-
tion change, injustices 
in previous pay scales, 
and the implementa-
tion of  travel and uni-
f o r m  a l l ow a n c e s . 
Members discussed 
strategies to take these 
issues to higher ad-
ministrative levels for 
immediate redressal.
In a gesture of  appre-
ciation, the associa-
tion felicitated N. P. 
Rao, Head Constable, 
and N. S. V. D. Prasad, 
Constable, who recent-
ly won gold medals at 
the 7th State Athletic 
Meet held in Bapatla. 

  

Chief  Guest Goppa-
raju Venkateswarlu 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e i r 
achievements, describ-
ing them as a source of  
pride for the entire vig-
ilance and security fra-
ternity. The state-level 
event witnessed active 
participation from re-
gional and zonal office-
bearers,  including 
presidents, secretar-
ies, and senior com-
mittee leaders from 
v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s 
a c r o s s  A n d h r a 
Pradesh. 

The leadership reit-
erated its commitment 
to collective welfare, 
urging the govern-
ment to recognize the 
vital services provided 
by vigilance and secu-
rity staff  across all de-
partments. Expressing 
gratitude at the con-
clusion of  the meeting, 
State President D. An-
kinidu and State Gen-
eral Secretary T. Ven-
k a t e s w a r a  R a o 
thanked all partici-
pants, guests, and sup-
porting organizations 
for their solidarity and 
assured continued ad-
vocacy for the rights 
and welfare of  vigi-
lance and security em-
ployees in the state.
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Macherla (Palnadu 
District), TPN:

Emphasizing the im-
portance of  immuniza-
tion for healthy child 
development, MLA Ju-
lakanti Brahmananda 
Reddy stated that two 
drops of  the polio vac-
cine can ensure a 
healthier life for chil-
dren. He made these 
remarks during his 
visit to a Pulse Polio 
Immunization camp 
organized at the Pri-
mary Health Centre in 
the Gowda Colony of  
Macherla on Sunday.

  The MLA personal-
ly administered polio 
drops to several in-
fants and observed the 
ongoing vaccination 
process at the camp. 
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Reddy recalled 
that polio had once 
crippled an entire gen-
eration, causing se-

vere physical disabili-
ties and emotional 
suffering for families. 
With the introduction 
of  the global vaccina-
tion drive, however, he 
noted that the disease 
has been almost com-
pletely eradicated 
worldwide.

Highlighting public 
health as a top priority, 
Reddy urged parents to 
ensure that every eligi-
ble child receives the 
two drops of  the polio 
vaccine without fail. 
He commended the ef-
forts of  healthcare 
workers and volun-
teers for reaching re-
mote areas and con-
ducting door-to-door 
awareness campaigns. 

“It is through their 
dedication that the 
country has success-
fully fought this dread-
ful disease,” he said.
The MLA also inter-

acted with medical of-
ficers, ANMs, munici-
p a l  s t a f f ,  a n d 
volunteers, appreciat-
ing their role in imple-
menting the govern-
m e n t ’ s  h e a l t h 
initiatives effectively. 
He called for sustained 
efforts to prevent any 
recurrence of  polio 
and encouraged con-
tinued participation in 
national immuniza-
tion programs.

Medical and health 
department officials, 
municipal representa-
tives, leaders from al-
lied political parties, 
and a large number of  
activists attended the 
event. The program 
concluded with an ap-
peal to the public to co-
operate fully in the 
Pulse Polio campaign 
and contribute to 
maintaining India’s 
polio-free status.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 21

For mer Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter and YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) Presi-
dent Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s  54th 
birthday was celebrat-
ed with great enthusi-
asm in Narasaraopet, 
Palnadu district, un-
der the leadership of  
Dr. Gopireddy Srini-
vas Reddy, the district 
YSRCP Working Pres-
ident.The celebra-
tions, held on Sunday 
at the district party of-
fice, drew hundreds of  
enthusiastic party 
w o r k e r s  a n d 
supporters. 

Dr. Gopireddy and 
other leaders cut a 
massive cake to mark 
the occasion and con-
veyed their heartfelt 
wishes to Jagan Mo-
han Reddy. Speaking 
on the occasion, Dr. 
Gopireddy said that 
the people of  every 
constituency in the re-
gion observed Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s birth-
day as a festival, re-
flecting their contin-
u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d 
admiration for the YS-
RCP chief.Dr. Gopired-
dy further declared 

that the widespread 
celebrations were a 
sign of  people’s confi-
dence in Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s leadership. 

  “The people are 
comparing the gov-
ernance of  Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s term with 
the current rule of  
Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu. It is 
clear that the people 
are waiting to bring 
back Jagananna as 
Chief  Minister in 
2029,” he said, ex-
pressing confidence 
that YSRCP will sweep 
the upcoming elec-
tions and that he him-
self  would secure vic-
tory in Narasaraopet.
Marking the occasion, 
the district YSRCP of-
fice hosted a mega 
blood donation camp, 
where nearly 100 
youth volunteers do-
nated blood. 

In addition, fruits 
were distributed to pa-
tients at the district 
government hospital. 
Party workers also or-
ganized an annadan-
am (free meal distri-
bution) program for 
children at an orphan-
age on Sattanapalli 
Road and held similar 
charity events in 

about ten villages 
across the constituen-
cy.In a special initia-
tive, Dr. Gopireddy 
also organized a free 
mega medical camp at 
the local Sushmitha 
Ortho and Trauma 
Care Hospital. 

The camp focused 
on orthopedic and 
neurological treat-
ments. He said that in 
honor of  Jagan Mo-
han Reddy’s birthday, 
the hospital arranged 
free medical consulta-
t i o n s,  d i a g n o s t i c 
check-ups, X-rays, 
bone density tests, 
and even surgeries. 
All medicines and 
treatments were pro-
vided free of  cost to 
patients who attended 
the camp.

Dr. Gopireddy laud-
ed the collective ef-
forts of  the YSRCP 
cadre for turning the 
celebrations into a 
meaningful commu-
nity service event. He 
expressed gratitude to 
all the volunteers who 
contributed to the 
blood donation and 
welfare activities, em-
phasizing that serving 
people is the true spir-
it of  Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s ideology.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 21

Mangalagiri (Guntur 
District): The YSR Con-
gress Party celebrated 
former Chief  Minister 
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy’s birthday with great 
enthusiasm and unity at 
the party office in Man-
galagiri constituency on 
Sunday. The event, or-
ganized under the lead-
ership of  party coordi-
n at o r  D o n t h i re d dy 
Vemareddy, MLC Muru-
gudu Hanumanth Rao, 
a n d  f o r m e r  A P C O 
Chairman Chillapalli 
Mohan Rao, drew a 
large number of  lead-
ers, women members, 
and party activists from 
across the region.

  The celebrations be-
gan with the party lead-
ers cutting a huge cake 
and extending heartfelt 
birthday greetings to 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, ac-
knowledging his service 
and commitment to the 
p e o p l e  o f  A n d h r a 
Pradesh. The atmos-
phere was vibrant with 

cheers, slogans, and flo-
ral tributes, symboliz-
ing the deep admiration 
that the cadre continues 
to have for their leader.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vemareddy, Hanu-
manth Rao, and Mohan 
Rao said that Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy’s birthday 
was being celebrated all 
across the state by YS-
RCP workers and sup-
p o r t e r s  i n  g r a n d 
fashion. 

They praised Jagan’s 
leadership for focusing 
on welfare schemes that 
directly benefited the 

poor and marginalized 
sections of  society dur-
ing his tenure. The lead-
ers expressed that peo-
ple  across  Andhra 
Pradesh now realize the 
mistake they made in 
the last election, which 
cost them the continua-
tion of  development and 
welfare policies intro-
duced by the previous 
YSRCP government. 

They affirmed that 
citizens have begun to 
understand the value of  
Jagan’s administration 
and are eager to bring 
him back to power in the 

next election to restore 
the state’s progress. Ve-
mareddy pointed out 
that Jagan’s governance 
was centered on trans-
parency, welfare, and 
people’s trust, ensuring 
dignity and equality for 
every household. 

MLC Hanumanth Rao 
said that the party work-
ers must take this reali-
zation among the people 
as an inspiration to 
strengthen the grass-
roots network and pre-
pare for an inevitable 
comeback. Chillapalli 
Mohan Rao added that 

the renewed confidence 
among the public is a re-
flection of  the impact 
Jagan left in the hearts 
of  the people.

Party state leaders, 
district representatives, 
constituency in-charges, 
women’s wing mem-
bers, and a large num-
ber of  enthusiastic sup-
porters participated in 
the celebrations, mark-
ing the event as a testa-
ment to Jagan’s endur-
ing popularity and the 
YSRCP’s c o n t i nu e d 
unity.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 21

Tadepalli: The much-
awaited Mangalagiri 
Premier League Season 
4 kicked off  on Sunday 
at the Nara Lokesh 
Sports Ground located 
within Bhogi Estates, 
Tadepalli. The cricket 
tournament, organized 
annually to mark the 
birthday celebrations of  
Minister Nara Lokesh, 
was formally inaugurat-
ed by his wife, Nara 
Brahmani, in a spirited 
ceremony that drew 
large crowds and politi-
cal leaders.

Upon her arrival at 
the venue, Nara Brahm-
ani was warmly wel-
comed by local alliance 
leaders, party support-

ers, and sports enthusi-
asts. She paid floral trib-
utes to the statue of  late 
N.T. Rama Rao (NTR), 
the legendary actor-pol-
itician and founder of  
the Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP), whose ideals con-
tinue to inspire the 
younger generation of  
the Nara family a  nd 
s u p p o r t e r s  a c r o s s 
Andhra Pradesh. 

  The atmosphere at 
the stadium reflected 
both festive energy and 
sporting enthusiasm, 
with colorful banners, 
cheers from the players’ 
teams, and cultural per-
formances marking the 
beginning of  the cricket 
league.In her address, 
Nara Brahmani ex-
pressed happiness over 

the continued success 
of  the tournament, em-
phasizing the impor-
tance of  sports in bring-
ing youth together and 

promoting a healthy 
lifestyle. She announced 
that the tournament has 
grown into a cherished 
tradition aligned with 

Nara Lokesh’s commit-
ment to youth empower-
ment and community 
development. 

“Every year, we or-

ganize this cricket com-
petition as part of  Loke-
sh g aru’s  bir thday 
celebrations to encour-
age young talent and to 

celebrate the spirit of  
sportsmanship,” she 
said. She also declared 
that prizes worth ₹10 
lakh would be distrib-
uted among the win-
ning teams and out-
standing performers. 
Following the formal 
proceedings, Brahmani 
joined the players for a 
brief,  l ight-hearted 
cricket session, show-
casing her enthusiasm 
for the sport and inter-
acting warmly with 
participants. 

Her presence at the 
ground energized play-
ers and spectators alike, 
symbolizing the Nara 
family’s ongoing en-
gagement with youth-
oriented initiatives.The 
event witnessed the par-

ticipation of  several 
prominent figures, in-
cluding Member of  Par-
liament Sana Satish and 
actor Siddharth Nikhil, 
among other dignitaries 
and local leaders. 

Organizers stated 
that the tournament 
would continue over the 
coming days with multi-
ple teams competing in 
league and knockout 
rounds.With the launch 
of  Mangalagiri Premier 
League Season 4, Tade-
palli once again turned 
into a hub of  sporting ex-
citement and community 
celebration, underscor-
ing how cricket contin-
ues to unite people across 
boundaries of  politics 
and profession in Andhra 
Pradesh.

Nara Brahmani Launches Mangalagiri Premier League Season 4 
at Bhogi Estates Stadium

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 21

Rampachodavaram: 
In a major public health 
initiative aimed at 
bringing quality health-
care to remote tribal ar-
eas, NTR Trust Manag-
i n g  T r u s t e e  N a r a 
Bhuvaneshwari inaugu-
rated a mega medical 
camp at Rampachoda-
varam in Alluri Sitara-
ma Raju district on Sun-
day. The camp, organized 
under the auspices of  
NTR Trust in collabora-
tion with GSL and GSR 
Hospitals, drew an over-
whelming response 
from local residents, es-
pecially from tribal 
hamlets in and around 
the region.

  Bhuvaneshwari was 
given a warm and tradi-
tional welcome by the lo-
cal tribal communities, 
who greeted her with a 
vibrant horn dance and 
cultural performances 
reflecting the unique 
traditions of  the area. 
Expressing her appreci-
ation, she commended 
the enthusiasm of  the 
tribal people and reaf-
firmed the Trust’s com-
mitment to improving 
healthcare access in in-
t e r i o r  r e g i o n s  o f  
Andhra Pradesh.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Bhuvaneshwari in-
formed that the NTR 
Trust has so far con-

ducted 16,365 health 
camps across various 
parts of  the state, ex-
tending free medical 
services to over 22.64 
lakh beneficiaries. She 
emphasized that the 
Trust’s initiatives have 
made a significant dif-
ference in the lives of  
underprivileged com-
munities by providing 
timely healthcare sup-
port. In total, medicines 
worth ₹2.97 crore have 
been distributed free of  
cost to patients through 
these camps, she added.

The Rampachodavar-
am camp featured 12 
specialized medical ser-
vices covering general 
medicine, pediatrics, gy-

necology, ophthalmolo-
gy, dental care, orthope-
dics, cardiology, ENT, 
dermatology, and physi-
otherapy, among others. 
Hundreds of  local resi-
dents turned up at the 
camp to avail diagnostic 
services, consultations, 
and medicines. Teams 
of  doctors and medical 
staff  from GSL and GSR 
Hospitals examined pa-
tients throughout the 
day, ensuring that every-
one who attended re-
ceived proper attention 
and care.

During her visit, Nara 
Bhuvaneshwari person-
ally interacted with the 
local residents and lis-
tened to their healthcare 

concerns. She also vac-
cinated several children 
with polio drops, sym-
bolically marking the 
campaign’s focus on pre-
ventive care and child 
health. Her gesture 
drew appreciation from 
parents and community 
leaders  al ike,  who 
thanked her for bring-
ing essential medical 
services directly to their 
doorstep.

Addressing the gath-
ering, she highlighted 
the role of  mobile medi-
cal camps initiated by 
the NTR Trust, which 
have played a key role in 
delivering healthcare to 
remote and inaccessible 
tribal regions. These 

mobile units, she said, 
have ensured that even 
people living in the most 
interior forest areas 
have access to medical 
care without having to 
travel long distances. 
Local leaders, district 
officials, and represent-
atives from the partici-
pating hospitals praised 
the efforts of  the NTR 
Trust for organizing the 
camp and acknowledged 
its broader mission of  
supporting the health 
and well-being of  mar-
ginalized populations. 

The initiative show-
cased the Trust’s com-
mitment to social re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d 
humanitarian service, 
continuing the legacy of  
the late Nandamuri 
Taraka Rama Rao, 
whose vision inspired 
the establishment of  the 
Trust. As the day-long 
event concluded, hun-
dreds of  families left 
with medicines, advice, 
and renewed confidence 
in better health. 

The success of  the 
R a m p a c h o d av a r a m 
medical camp reaf-
firmed how consistent 
outreach and collabora-
tion between voluntary 
organizations and medi-
cal professionals can 
greatly uplift rural 
healthcare infrastruc-
ture across Andhra 
Pradesh.

Nara Bhuvaneshwari Inaugurates Mega Health Camp 
in Rampachodavaramt

Healthy life with 2 drops of vaccine

Grand Celebration in Mangalagiri on Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s Birthday

   Jagan’s birthday in Narasaraopet
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Mother Tongue Is Not a Barrier, It Is the Bridge 
India’s Education System Needs

A Simple Talk Before Marriage Can Save a Lifetime of Trouble
Weddings are full of  

fun, food, and flowers. 
But what happens after 
the party is over? Today, 
many marriages end in 
fights and separations. 
There is a simple idea to 
help: pre-marriage coun-
selling with a lawyer.

Think of  it like this: 
before you start a long 
journey, you check the 
map. Before marriage, 
you should check if  you 
and your partner are 
ready for the journey to-
gether. A lawyer can help 
with this, not to make a 
legal case, but to help 
you both talk clearly and 
honestly.
How Does It Work?

The lawyer gives both of  
you a set of  simple, impor-
tant questions to fill out 
separately. These ques-
tions serve as a guide to 
understanding each oth-
er’s minds. For example:

• Why do you want to 
get married?

• Do you want chil-
dren? How many?

• How will you han-
dle money?

• What makes you an-
gry or upset?

• How do you expect 

to share household 
work?

Why a Lawyer?

A lawyer is neutral. 
They are not from your 
family or your partner’s 

family. They help you dis-
cuss these topics without 
fear or shyness. Their role 
is to make sure both of  you 
understand each other 
clearly.

Also, when you write 

down your answers, you 
are more likely to be truth-
ful. Why? Because if  later 
there is a big problem like 
if  someone hid something 
important, these papers 
can be used as proof. This 

encourages both to be hon-
est from the start.
Isn’t This Too Formal for 
Love?

Love is important. But 
marriage is also a serious 

life partnership. Talking 
openly before marriage 
makes love stronger. It is 
not about doubt; it is about 
building trust. Finding out 
about big differences be-
fore marriage is better 

than fighting about them 
after.
What’s the Benefit?

This kind of  counselling 
helps avoid future quar-
rels. Many couples fight 
because they never talked 
about money, careers, or 
living with in-laws before 
marriage. By talking 
about it now, you fix prob-
lems before they start. It’s 
like fixing a small hole in 
a boat before sailing.

Final Thought
Marriage is a beautiful 

promise. Making that 
promise with a clear un-
derstanding is the best gift 
you can give each other. A 
simple, lawyer-guided con-
versation before marriage 
can help build a happy, 
lasting relationship. It’s 
not about expecting prob-
lems rather it’s about be-
ing prepared to handle life 
together, with eyes wide 
open.

- By Alaparthi Ashritha, pursuing 4th year BBA 
LLB at K.L University, Guntur 

The State of  the Education 
Report for India 2025 makes 
one truth unmistakably 
clear: language lies at the 
heart of  India’s learning cri-
sis as well as its solution. Ti-
tled “Bhasha Matters: Moth-
er Tongue-Based Education 
in India”, the report challeng-
es a long-standing assump-
tion in Indian schooling—
that early education delivered 
in dominant or “aspiration-
al” languages automatically 
improves learning outcomes. 
Instead, it presents compel-
ling evidence that the contin-
ued neglect of  mother-tongue 
instruction has deepened 
learning gaps, reinforced in-
equality, and weakened foun-
dational education across the 
country.

India’s linguistic diversity 
is unparalleled. Thousands 
of  languages and dialects are 
spoken across its regions, yet 
the classroom remains stub-
bornly monolingual or nar-
rowly multilingual. For mil-
l ions  of  chi ldren,  the 
language of  instruction is 
not the language of  thought, 
home, or community. This 
disconnect, the report ar-
gues, is not a marginal is-
sue—it is a systemic failure 
that undermines comprehen-
sion, participation, and confi-
dence during the most criti-
cal years of  learning.
The Cost of Ignoring the 
Child’s First Language

The SOER 2025 highlights a 
sobering reality: a significant 

proportion of  Indian chil-
dren enter school without fa-
miliarity with the language 
used for teaching. When 
young learners are forced to 
decode unfamiliar words be-
fore understanding concepts, 
learning becomes mechani-
cal rather than meaningful. 
This results in poor founda-
tional literacy and numeracy, 
learning deficits that accu-
mulate over time and often 
culminate in dropout or 
disengagement.

The report emphasizes that 
language disadvantage dis-
proportionately affects chil-
dren from tribal communi-
ties, rural areas, migrant 
families, and economically 
weaker sections. While privi-
leged students may overcome 
early language barriers 
through home support or pri-
vate schooling, marginalized 
children bear the brunt of  a 
system that treats linguistic 
diversity as an inconvenience 
rather than an asset.

Education systems are 
meant to level the playing 
field. When language itself  
becomes an entry barrier, 
schooling risks reproducing 
social inequality instead of  
dismantling it.
Mother-Tongue 
Instruction: Evidence, Not 
Emotion

The argument for mother-
tongue education is often dis-
missed as sentimental or po-
litically motivated. The SOER 
2025 firmly counters this per-

ception by grounding its rec-
ommendations in cognitive 
science and global evidence. 
Children learn best when 
taught in a language they un-
derstand. Concepts intro-
duced in a familiar language 
are grasped faster, retained 
longer, and applied more 
effectively.

Crucially, mother-tongue 
instruction does not hinder 
the acquisition of  additional 
languages. On the contrary, 
the report stresses that 
strong foundational learning 
in the first language acceler-
ates second- and third-lan-
guage acquisition. Multilin-
gual education, when well 
designed, produces learners 
who are cognitively flexible, 
culturally grounded, and lin-
guistically confident.

Thus, the debate is not 
about choosing between local 
languages and global compet-
itiveness. It is about sequenc-
ing and pedagogy—ensuring 
that children first learn how 
to learn before being pushed 
to lear n in unfamiliar 
languages.
Policy Promise vs 
Classroom Reality

India’s National Education 
Policy 2020 acknowledged the 
importance of  mother-tongue 
education, particularly in the 
early years. However, the 
SOER 2025 notes that imple-
mentation remains uneven 
and largely symbolic. Many 
states lack trained teachers 
fluent in local languages. 

Teaching-learning materials 
are scarce or poorly devel-
oped. Teacher education pro-
grammes rarely equip educa-
tors  with multi l ingual 
pedagogical skills.

As a result, the idea of  
mother-tongue instruction of-
ten remains confined to poli-
cy documents rather than 
classrooms. English-medium 
education continues to be 
equated with quality, despite 
evidence to the contrary. Par-
ents, driven by aspirations 
for social mobility, frequently 
opt for schools that promise 
English proficiency, even if  it 
compromises comprehension 
in the early years.

The report argues that 
without systemic support, pa-
rental choice alone cannot 
drive meaningful change. 
What is needed is a coordi-
nated national mission that 
aligns curriculum design, 
teacher training, assessment 
methods, and community en-
gagement around multilin-
gual education.
Language, Identity and 
Dignity

Beyond learning outcomes, 
the report makes a powerful 
case for the cultural and so-
cial value of  mother-tongue 
education. Language is insep-
arable from identity. When 
children see their language 
excluded from formal educa-
tion, it signals that their cul-
ture is inferior or irrelevant. 
This silent message erodes 
self-worth and belonging.

India’s linguistic heritage 
is not merely a cultural arte-
fact—it is living knowledge 
embedded in oral traditions, 
local histories, and indige-
nous wisdom systems. Educa-
tion that sidelines these lan-
g u a g e s  r i s k s  s eve r i n g 
children from their commu-
nities and erasing invaluable 
knowledge traditions.

By contrast, schools that 
embrace linguistic diversity 
become spaces of  inclusion 
and respect. They affirm that 
education is not about assim-
ilation into a dominant cul-
ture, but about empowering 
learners where they are.
The Way Forward

The SOER 2025 proposes 
clear and actionable steps: a 
national mission on mother-
tongue and multilingual edu-
cation, sustained investment 
in teacher recruitment and 
training, development of  
quality learning materials in 
local languages, and active 
community participation in 
curriculum development.

Technology, the report 
notes, can play a transforma-
tive role—by enabling digital 
content creation in multiple 
languages and supporting 
teachers in multilingual 
classrooms. But technology 
must complement, not re-
place, strong pedagogical 
foundations.

Most importantly, political 
will is essential. Language 
policy in education must rise 
above ideological debates and 

electoral calculations. The 
question is not which lan-
guage should dominate, but 
how every child can be given 
a fair start.
Conclusion

The State of  the Education 
Report for India 2025 does 
more than diagnose a prob-
lem—it challenges India to 
rethink the very foundations 
of  its education system. 
Mother-tongue instruction is 
not a step backward into pa-
rochialism; it is a step for-
ward toward equity, quality, 
and meaningful learning.

If  India is serious about 
improving learning out-
comes, reducing dropouts, 
and achieving true educa-
tional inclusion, it must be-
gin where learning begins—

with the language of  the 
child. Anything less would be 
an abdication of  responsibil-
ity to millions of  young 
learners whose potential re-
mains locked behind a lan-
guage they do not  yet 
understand.

-Ram mohan Nimmaraju,  Ex 
Journlist,  Social Worker  or 
Secretary - HELP organization
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BJP Dominance In Maharashtra Local Polls

The ruling Mahayuti alli-
ance registered a sweeping vic-
tory in the Maharashtra local 
body elections, with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party emerg-
ing as the single largest party. 
Results declared for 288 Nagar 
Parishads and Nagar Panchay-
ats showed the BJP winning 
129 seats, consolidating its 
dominance across urban local 
bodies after nearly a decade-
long gap in such elections. The 
outcome marked a major set-
back for the opposition Maha 
Vikas Aghadi, particularly the 
Congress and Shiv Sena UBT 
factions, which conceded de-
feat soon after results became 
clear.

Polling was conducted on 
December 2 for 264 municipal 
councils and nagar panchay-
ats, followed by elections in 
over 20 additional bodies on 
December 20. Vote counting be-
gan at 10 am and quickly indi-
cated a decisive trend in favour 
of  the ruling alliance. Despite 
expectations of  a tough contest 
due to agrarian distress, par-
tial implementation of  welfare 
schemes for women, and farm-
er dissatisfaction over finan-
cial aid, the opposition failed 
to capitalise on these issues 
electorally.

Congress state chief  Harsh 
Vardhan Sapkal accused the 
State Election Commission of  

facilitating the Mahayuti’s vic-
tory and sarcastically congrat-
ulated it for its role. He also is-
sued a warning to BJP allies 
Eknath Shinde and Ajit Pawar, 
claiming that the BJP would 
eventually sideline them after 
consolidating power. Senior 
Shiv Sena UBT leader Amba-
das Danve echoed similar sen-
timents, alleging that the rul-
ing parties relied on money 
and muscle power to secure 
their win.

On the other hand, BJP lead-
ers attributed the success to 
positive campaigning and pub-
lic trust. Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah described the result 
as a blessing from the people 

for the welfare-driven vision 
of  the NDA governments at 
both the Centre and the state, 
led by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Chief  Minister Dev-
endra Fadnavis emphasised 
that he avoided negative cam-
paigning, focusing instead on 
explaining development plans, 
which he said resonated with 
voters.

The victory strengthens the 
BJP’s grassroots presence and 
reinforces its political momen-
tum in Maharashtra. It also 
raises questions about the op-
position’s organisational 
strength and strategy ahead of  
future state and national 
elections.

Terror Search Operations Intensify In Udhampur

Pilot Assault Case Sparks Controversy

Infant Death Highlights Healthcare Failure

A deeply disturbing inci-
dent from Jharkhand’s West 
Singhbhum district exposed 
serious gaps in the state’s 
healthcare and emergency 
transport systems. An Adi-
vasi Ho family was forced to 
carry their four-month-old 
child’s body home in a veg-
etable bag after being una-
ble to secure a mortuary 
van from the  district 
hospital.

Dimba Chatomba and his 
wife Roybari, residents of  a 
remote village near Chai-
basa, had taken their infant 
to the Sadar Hospital after 
the child developed severe 
illness. Despite receiving 
treatment, the baby died on 
December 19. Hospital re-
cords confirmed the death 
but did not mention the 
cause.

Following the death, the 

family requested a mortu-
ary van but were allegedly 
told that none were availa-
ble. According to Dimba, 
hospital staff  warned that 
transporting the body open-
ly would not be allowed on 
public buses. Eventually, 
hospital staff  reportedly 
pooled Rs 400 to purchase a 
vegetable bag and bus tick-
ets, placed the infant’s body 
inside the bag, and instruct-
ed the parents to travel 
nearly 80 kilometres back to 
their village.

The incident sparked 
widespread outrage, with 
locals and activists con-
demning the indignity faced 
by the grieving family. 
Neighbours stated that the 
unavailability of  mortuary 
vehicles was common, often 
due to poor road conditions 
or drivers demanding extra 

payment.
In response, Jharkhand 

Health Minister Irfan An-
sari announced corrective 
measures, including the 
procurement of  four mortu-
ary vehicles for every dis-
trict hospital at a cost of  Rs 
15 crore. He also claimed 
that an internal inquiry 
found that the family left 
without waiting for the am-
bulance and that one vehi-
cle was non-functional 
while another was already 
in use.

The incident highlights 
systemic failures in health-
care access, especially for 
tribal and rural communi-
ties. It has reignited discus-
sions on poverty, infrastruc-
ture neglect, and the urgent 
need for dignified health-
care services, even after 
death.

A controversy erupted 
after an Air India Express 
pilot, Captain Virender Se-
jwal, was accused of  as-
saulting a passenger at 
Delhi Airport’s Terminal 1 
following a dispute over 
queue jumping. The inci-
dent quickly gained trac-
t ion  on  social  media , 
prompting public outrage 
and official action by the 
airline.

Captain Sejwal, through a 
statement issued by a law 
firm, denied wrongdoing 
and claimed the incident 
had been misrepresented as 
a professional conflict. He 
clarified that he was travel-
ling as a passenger, not on 
duty, and that the matter 
was purely personal be-
tween two individuals. The 
statement alleged that the 
other passenger, Ankit De-
wan, initiated the confron-

tation and used abusive and 
casteist language, along 
with threats against the pi-
lot’s family.

Ankit Dewan, however, al-
leged that Captain Sejwal 
physically assaulted him af-
ter a verbal argument over 
the use of  a staff  security 
queue. Dewan claimed he 
was travelling with his fam-
ily, including a four-month-
old child, and was advised 
by airport staff  to use the 
staff  queue. He said the pi-
lot insulted him and later 
beat him, leaving him in-
jured. Dewan also alleged 
that he was coerced into 
signing a statement agree-
ing not to pursue legal ac-
tion to avoid missing his 
flight and losing expensive 
holiday bookings.

Captain Sejwal’s state-
ment  countered these 
claims, asserting that both 

parties voluntarily signed a 
mutual statement in the 
presence of  CISF personnel, 
who offered them the option 
to file complaints. The CISF 
later confirmed that the 
matter was resolved mutu-
ally and without coercion.

Despite the pilot’s de-
fence, Air India Express 
took swift action, removing 
him from duty pending an 
internal investigation. The 
airline condemned any 
form of  violent behaviour 
and stated that disciplinary 
action would follow based 
on inquiry findings.

The case highlights the 
growing impact of  social 
media narratives, work-
place accountability, and 
the fine line between per-
sonal disputes and profes-
sional conduct, especially 
when public figures are 
involved.

Security forces and Jammu 
and Kashmir Police launched 
extensive search operations 
in Udhampur district after re-
ports emerged that two uni-
dentified terrorists had visit-
ed a village house for food. 
The incident occurred in 
Chore Motu village of  Majalta 
tehsil, located around five kil-
ometres from the site of  a re-
cent encounter between ter-
rorists and security forces.

According to official sourc-
es, the terrorists visited the 
house of  a local resident, 
Mangtu Ram, on Saturday 
evening and took food before 
disappearing into nearby for-
ested areas. This development 
raised serious security con-
cerns, prompting authorities 
to cordon off  the village and 
initiate intensive searches.

The visit followed a deadly 
encounter earlier in the week 
in which a police officer was 
killed. Two of  the three ter-
rorists involved in that en-
counter were believed to have 
been injured but managed to 
escape under the cover of  
darkness and dense forest ter-
rain. Security agencies sus-
pect that the same group may 
be responsible for approach-
ing villagers for food and 

shelter.
In response, a large-scale 

joint operation was launched, 
stretching from the interna-
tional border to mountainous 
regions along the Line of  Con-
trol. The operation forms part 
of  a broader area domination 
exercise aimed at preventing 
infiltration and eliminating 
hiding militants.

Intelligence inputs suggest 
that terrorists may be exploit-
ing foggy weather conditions 

to infiltrate across the border. 
Officials have noted a resur-
gence of  activity at terror 
launch pads in areas opposite 
Jammu, Samba, Kathua, and 
Rajouri districts.

A senior BSF officer recent-
ly revealed that Pakistan has 
reactivated around 72 terror 
launch pads near the border, 
months after suffering dam-
age to its infrastructure dur-
ing India’s Operation Sindoor. 
Of  these, 12 are active near 

the international border in 
Sialkot and Zafarwal sectors, 
while about 60 are located 
across the Line of  Control.

The incident underscores 
the persistent security chal-
lenges in the region and high-
lights the role of  villagers, 
terrain, and weather in coun-
ter-terrorism efforts. Authori-
ties continue to appeal for 
public cooperation while 
maintaining heightened 
vigilance.

Modi And Kharge Clash Over Infiltration Issue
The political confrontation 

between the BJP and Congress 
intensified over the issue of  il-
legal immigration, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge exchanging sharp 
remarks. Speaking in Assam’s 
Namrup, where he inaugurat-
ed development projects in-
cluding a major fertiliser 
plant, PM Modi accused the 
Congress of  indulging in anti-
national activities by encour-
aging illegal Bangladeshi im-
migrants to settle in Assam for 
vote-bank politics.

The Prime Minister alleged 
that the Congress opposed vot-
er list revisions to protect ille-
gal settlers and claimed that 
his government was commit-
ted to safeguarding the iden-
tity, land, and cultural pride of  
the Assamese people. He fur-
ther stated that despite cor-
recting many historical mis-
takes made by Congress over 
the last 11 years, significant 
work remained to restore the 
country fully.

Illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh remains a highly 
sensitive issue in Assam, with 
authorities deporting over 400 
illegal infiltrators, including 
Rohingya, in the past year. 

The BJP has repeatedly high-
lighted this as a governance 
a n d  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y 
concern.

Congress chief  Mallikarjun 
Kharge strongly rejected the 
Prime Minister’s accusations, 
calling them an attempt to di-
vert attention from govern-
ance failures. He questioned 
how the opposition could be 
blamed when the BJP was in 
power both at the Centre and 
in Assam under what it calls a 

double-engine government. 
According to Kharge, respon-
sibility for border security 
and infiltration prevention 
rests entirely with the ruling 
party.

Kharge condemned PM 
Modi’s statements, saying the 
Prime Minister habitually 
shifts blame to the opposition 
whenever his government 
fails to deliver. He clarified 
that the Congress does not 
support infiltrators or anti-

national forces and would 
back any genuine action taken 
in the national interest.

The exchange reflects the 
deepening polarisation be-
tween the two major parties 
ahead of  upcoming elections. 
Immigration, identity, and na-
tional security continue to be 
key political flashpoints, espe-
cially in border states like As-
sam, where public sentiment 
remains sharply divided on 
the issue.
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US Seizes Venezuelan Oil Tanker Again

The United States has 
seized a second oil tanker 
that recently departed 
from Venezuela, escalating 
tensions between Wash-
ington and Caracas. The 
operation, confirmed by 
the US Department of  
Homeland Security, comes 
just days after President 
Donald Trump announced 
a blockade targeting sanc-
tioned oil tankers entering 
and leaving Venezuela. 
The vessel was intercepted 
in international waters by 
the US Coast Guard, fol-
lowing a similar seizure 
earlier in the month.

According to US offi-
cials, the tanker was carry-
ing oil belonging to PDV-
SA, Venezuela’s state-run 
oil company, which is un-
der US sanctions. Al-
though the ship itself  was 
not listed as a sanctioned 
vessel, the White House 
clarified that its cargo was 
sanctioned, describing the 
tanker as part of  Venezue-
la’s so-called shadow fleet. 
The US claims such fleets 
are used to covertly trans-
port oil and generate reve-
nue for President Nicolás 
Maduro’s government.

Homeland Security Sec-

retary Kristi Noem shared 
footage of  the operation on 
social media, showing US 
helicopters landing on the 
Panamanian-flagged ship 
named Centuries. Records 
indicate the ship has previ-
ously sailed under Greek 
and Liberian flags, a prac-
tice often associated with 
efforts to evade tracking 
and sanctions.

Venezuela strongly con-
demned the seizure, call-
ing it an act of  theft and 
kidnapping. The Maduro 
government accused the 
Trump administration of  
attempting to steal Vene-

zuelan resources and 
vowed to take the matter 
to the United Nations Se-
curity Council and other 
international bodies. Ma-
duro has repeatedly de-
nied US allegations that 
his government is linked 
to drug trafficking or 
terrorism.

The seizure follows in-
creased US military activ-
ity in the Caribbean, in-
cluding deadly strikes on 
alleged Venezuelan drug-
smuggling boats. These ac-
tions have drawn scrutiny 
from US lawmakers, as the 
military has not publicly 

provided evidence linking 
the targeted vessels to 
drug trafficking. US offi-
cials argue the operations 
are necessary to dismantle 
criminal networks and re-
store regional security.

Venezuela, which holds 
the world’s largest proven 
oil reserves, relies heavily 
on oil exports to fund gov-
ernment operations. The 
repeated tanker seizures 
and the announced block-
ade further strain its al-
ready fragile economy and 
deepen geopolitical ten-
sions between the two 
countries.

Saudi Arabia Records Execution 
Surge

Saudi Arabia has carried out a re-
cord number of  executions for the 
second consecutive year, prompting 
widespread condemnation from hu-
man rights groups. According to UK-
based organisation Reprieve, at least 
347 people have been executed this 
year, surpassing last year’s total of  
345. The group described this as the 
bloodiest year since it began monitor-
ing executions in the kingdom.

The latest executions involved two 
Pakistani nationals convicted of  
drug-related offences. Reprieve re-
ports that roughly two-thirds of  those 
executed this year were convicted of  
non-lethal drug crimes, a practice the 
United Nations considers incompati-
ble with international human rights 
standards. More than half  of  those 
executed were foreign nationals, rais-
ing concerns that migrant workers 
are disproportionately affected.

Among those executed were wom-
en, a journalist, and individuals who 
were minors at the time of  their al-
leged crimes. Human rights organisa-
tions have highlighted cases involv-
ing torture, forced confessions, and 
lack of  legal representation. Reprieve 
described the Saudi justice system as 
one where abuse is endemic and ac-

countability is absent.
The surge in executions follows the 

lifting of  an unofficial moratorium 
on drug-related executions in late 
2022. Since then, families of  death 
row inmates have spoken of  living in 
constant fear, with executions often 
carried out without prior notifica-
tion. Relatives are typically not in-
formed in advance, not given the bod-
ies, and not told burial locations.

Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler, 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, has overseen significant social 
reforms, including easing restric-
tions on women and opening the 
country to global tourism and enter-
tainment. However, human rights 
groups argue these changes mask an 
increasingly harsh crackdown on dis-
sent and civil liberties.

Despite international criticism, 
Saudi authorities maintain that the 
death penalty is imposed only after 
exhaustive judicial processes and 
only for the most serious crimes. 
The UN and multiple rights organi-
sations have called for an immediate 
moratorium on executions, warning 
that Saudi Arabia’s current ap-
proach undermines global human 
rights norms. Epstein Files Leave Survivors Uneasy

Kate Winslet has reflected on 
the intense media scrutiny she 
faced after rising to global fame as 
Rose in Titanic, describing the ex-
perience as frightening and over-
whelming. Speaking on BBC Ra-
dio 4’s Desert Island Discs, the 
actor said paparazzi intrusion 
reached extreme levels, including 
phone tapping, surveillance, and 
even people rummaging through 
her bins to speculate about her 
diet.

Winslet said her life was turned 
upside down after Titanic’s re-
lease in 1997. While the filmmak-
ing experience itself  was positive, 
she admitted she was not emotion-
ally prepared for the sudden glob-
al attention. Media coverage fre-
quently focused on her body, using 
what she described as abusive lan-
guage and unrealistic, digitally 
altered images.

She revealed that negative com-
ments about her appearance began 
long before fame. As a child, she 
was mocked by peers and discour-
aged by authority figures who sug-
gested she would only be cast in 
stereotypical roles. These experi-
ences led to unhealthy dieting dur-

ing her teenage years.
During periods of  intense media 

pressure, including her divorce 
from director Sam Mendes, Wins-
let relied on small comforts and 
close friendships to  cope.  She 
spoke candidly about how every-
day routines and support from 
neighbours helped her survive 
emotionally challenging times.

Winslet also criticised the me-
dia’s manipulation of  her image, 
recalling moments when she saw 
heavily edited magazine covers 
that bore little resemblance to her 
real  appearance.  She said she 
spoke out because she did not 
want young women to chase unat-
tainable standards based on false 
representations.

Now preparing for her directo-
rial debut, Winslet noted that gen-
der bias persists in the film indus-
try.  She  said  women are  st i l l 
spoken to differently than men in 
leadership roles, often receiving 
patronising advice that would nev-
er be directed at male directors. 
Her response to such remarks to-
day, she said, is simple and confi-
dent, reflecting the self-assurance 
she has gained over time.

Kate Winslet On Fame And Intrusion
The partial release of  

documents related to con-
victed sex offender Jef-
frey Epstein has left many 
survivors disappointed 
and concerned. Although 
US law required the De-
partment of  Justice to re-
lease all Epstein-related 
materials by the end of  
the week, many docu-
ments were released with 
heavy redactions, and oth-
ers were briefly published 
before being removed.

Survivors and advocacy 
groups fear that the in-
complete disclosures may 
obscure the full extent of  
Epstein’s crimes. Epstein 
survivor Liz Stein ac-
cused the justice depart-
ment of  under mining 
the transparency law, 
warning that a slow and 
f r a g m e n t e d  r e l e a s e 
could distort the truth. 
Another survivor, Mari-
na Lacerda, said many 
victims remain nervous 

a n d  s c e p t i c a l  a b o u t 
whether meaningful in-
formation will ever be 
fully disclosed.

The released materials 
include photographs of  
Epstein with prominent 
figures, images of  his 

properties,  and docu-
ments referencing high-
profile individuals. Au-
thorities have stressed 
that being named or pic-
tured does not imply 
wrongdoing, and many 
individuals mentioned 

have denied any involve-
ment in Epstein’s crimes.

The Department of  Jus-
tice has defended the re-
dactions, citing legal obli-
gations to protect victim 
identities, ongoing inves-
tigations, and national se-

curity concerns. Officials 
said more than 1,200 vic-
tims or relatives were 
identified, necessitating 
careful handling of  sensi-
tive material.

However, legal experts 
argue the extensive redac-
tions risk fuelling con-
spiracy theories rather 
than dispelling them. 
Lawmakers who pushed 
for the release have criti-
cised the justice depart-
ment for failing to explain 
the redactions adequately, 
with some threatening le-
gal  consequences for 
non-compliance.

Human rights advo-
cates acknowledge the im-
portance of  protecting 
victims but say survivors 
themselves are eager for 
accountability and trans-
parency. Many believe full 
disclosure is essential not 
only for justice but also to 
prevent similar abuses in 
the future.

Deadly Tavern Shooting Shocks South Africa
A mass shooting at a tav-

ern in Bekkersdal near Jo-
hannesburg has left nine 
people dead and ten in-
jured, triggering a large-
scale manhunt. Police said 
around 12 armed attackers 
arrived in two vehicles 
during the early hours of  
Sunday mor ning and 
opened fire indiscrimi-
nately on patrons.

Seven men and two 
women were killed in the 
attack, which authorities 
described as unprovoked. 
Some victims were shot 
while trying to flee, in-
cluding a taxi driver who 
had stopped nearby. Resi-
dents described scenes of  
chaos, with injured people 
being transported to medi-
cal facilities using wheel-
barrows due to the severi-
ty of  the situation.

South Africa continues 
to struggle with extremely 
high levels of  violent 
crime. Police statistics 
show an average of  63 
murders per day between 
April and September this 
year. While motives for the 
Bekkersdal shooting re-
main unclear, gun vio-
lence is often linked to 
gangs, alcohol-related dis-

p u t e s ,  a n d  i l l e g a l 
firearms.

Local officials and resi-
dents expressed frustra-
tion and fear, saying gun-
fire has become a nightly 
occurrence in the area. 
C o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s 
blamed understaffed po-

lice forces and called for 
military intervention to 
restore safety.

Experts estimate that 
alongside three million le-
gally owned firearms, 
South Africa has at least 
an equal number of  illegal 
weapons in circulation. 

Advocacy groups warn 
that mass shootings have 
increased significantly 
since 2020, particularly at 
taver ns and infor mal 
drinking spots.

The attack has reignited 
national debate on gun 
control, policing resourc-

es, and community safety. 
As authorities search for 
those responsible, resi-
dents are left mourning 
the victims and question-
ing whether enough is be-
ing done to protect ordi-
n a r y  c i t i z e n s  f r o m 
escalating violence.
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Market Capitalisation Gains Led by TCS and Infosys
Weekly Market Movement

The combined market cap-
italisation of  six of  India’s 
ten most-valued companies 
rose by ₹75,256.97 crore last 
w e e k ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  B S E 
Sensex declining by 338.3 
points or 0.39 percent. This 
divergence highlights stock-
specific movements rather 
than broad-based market 
strength.
Biggest Gainers

Tata Consultancy Services 
emerged as the biggest win-
ner, with its valuation in-
creasing by ₹22,594.96 crore 
to ₹11.87 lakh crore. Infosys 
f o l l owe d  c l o s e l y,  a d d i n g 
₹16,971.64 crore to reach a 
valuation of  ₹6.81 lakh crore. 
State Bank of  India also saw 
strong gains, with its market 
c a p  r i s i n g  by  ₹ 1 5 , 9 2 2 . 8 1 
crore.
Other Positive Movers

Reliance Industries added 
₹12,314.55 crore to its valu-
ation, while Bharti Airtel 
gained ₹7,384.23 crore. Lars-
e n  &  To u b r o  r e c o r d e d  a 
marginal increase of  ₹68.78 
crore.  These gains reflect 
investor confidence in se-
l e c t  l a r g e - c ap  s t o ck s  d e -
s p i t e  b r o a d e r  m a r k e t 

weakness.
Firms Facing Declines

On the downside,  HDFC 
Bank saw the sharpest ero-
s i o n ,  l o s i n g  ₹ 2 1 , 9 2 0 . 0 8 
c r o r e  i n  m a r k e t  v a l u e . 
L I C ’s  va l u at i o n  d e cl i n e d 
by ₹9,614 crore, while ICICI 
B a n k  a n d  B a j a j  F i n a n c e 

a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  n o t a b l e 
losses.
Valuation Rankings

Reliance  Industries  re -
tained its  position as  In-
dia’s most-valued company, 
followed by HDFC Bank and 
Bharti Airtel. TCS and Info-
sys continued to dominate 

the IT sector rankings, un-
derscoring their leadership 
among large-cap firms.
Key Takeaway

The week highlighted se-
lective buying in IT and en-
ergy stocks, even as the over-
a l l  m a r k e t  s e n t i m e n t 
remained cautious.

SBI Home Loan Portfolio Nears ₹10 
Trillion Milestone

Strong Growth Momentum
State Bank of  India is on track to cross 

₹10 trillion in home loan outstanding in 
FY26, driven by robust housing demand 
and a supportive low-interest-rate envi-
ronment. The home loan segment has be-
come SBI’s largest business unit.

Current Position
As of  November 2025, SBI’s home loan 

portfolio crossed ₹9 trillion, growing 
steadily from ₹1 trillion in 2011. The bank 
closed FY25 with a home loan book of  
₹8.31 trillion, registering a 14.4 percent an-
nual growth.

Asset Quality Strength
SBI has maintained strong asset quality 

in housing loans, with gross NPAs at just 
0.72 percent at the end of  FY25. Proactive 
monitoring and conservative lending 
practices have helped keep defaults low.

Role of RAM Segment
Retail, Agriculture, and MSME loans 

together form 67 percent of  SBI’s total 
loan book and crossed ₹25 trillion in Sep-
tember. Growth in this segment has been 
a key driver of  the bank’s overall credit 
expansion.

Revised Credit Outlook
With improving economic conditions, 

SBI has raised its credit growth guidance 
for the current fiscal year from 12 percent 
to 14 percent. MSME loans are growing at 
nearly 18 percent, while retail and agri-
culture are expanding at around 14 
percent.

Outlook
SBI’s diversified loan portfolio, strong 

demand for housing finance, and stable 
asset quality position it well for sustained 
growth in the coming years.

Vedanta Demerger and Strong Dividend Commitment
Dividend Philosophy

Vedanta Group chairman 
Anil Agarwal reaffirmed his 
strong commitment to share-
holder returns, stating that div-
idends are central to the group’s 
philosophy. He emphasized that 
dividend payouts will continue 
regardless of  the company’s re-
structuring plans.
Demerger Approval

The National Company Law 
Tribunal has approved Vedan-
ta’s plan to demerge into five 
separate listed entities. These 
include Vedanta Ltd for base 
metals, Vedanta Aluminium, 
Talwandi Sabo Power, Vedanta 
Steel and Iron, and Malco En-
ergy for oil and gas operations.
Shareholder Benefits

Post-demerger, shareholders 
will receive one share in each 
new entity for every share held 
in Vedanta Ltd. Agarwal be-
lieves this structure will unlock 
value, sharpen business focus, 
and enhance long-term growth.
Dividend Track Record

Vedanta has been among In-
dia’s top dividend-paying large-

cap stocks. In recent years, it 
paid ₹29.50 per share in FY24 
and around ₹46 per share in 
FY25. For FY26 so far, interim 
dividends total ₹23 per share.
Expansion Plans

The group plans to invest 
$20  bi l l ion  over  the  next 

4 – 5  ye a r s  a c ro s s  o i l  a n d 
gas,  aluminium, zinc,  sil -
ver, power, steel, and ferti-
lisers. Key targets include 
doubling aluminium capac-
ity, expanding zinc and sil-
ver production, and signif-
i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  o i l 
output.

Strategic Vision

Agarwal described Vedanta 
as a “banyan tree” with each 
business capable of  growing 
independently into a large en-
terprise. The demerger is 
aligned with global trends to-
ward pure-play resource 
companies.

 Securities Markets Code Bill Redefines 
Sebi Powers

Time Limit on Investigations
The proposed Securities Markets 

Code Bill introduces an eight-year stat-
utory limit on Sebi’s power to initiate 
inspections and investigations. This 
aims to prevent prolonged regulatory 
uncertainty for market participants.

Exceptions and Safeguards
The time bar will not apply to cases 

with systemic impact on the securities 
market. This ensures that serious vio-
lations affecting market integrity can 
still be pursued.

Faster Enforcement Framework
The Bill mandates that investiga-

tions be completed within 180 days, 
with extensions requiring written jus-
tification and approval. Interim orders 
will also have limited validity, improv-
ing procedural efficiency.

Investor Protection Measures
A new Ombudsperson-led grievance 

redressal mechanism has been pro-
posed to strengthen investor protec-
tion. However, concerns have been 
raised about increased workload for 
Sebi and the Securities Appellate 
Tribunal.

Financial Restructuring of Sebi
The Bill requires Sebi to transfer 25 

percent of  its annual surplus to a Re-
serve Fund for expenses, with the re-
maining surplus going to the Consoli-
dated Fund of  India.

Overall Impact
The le gislation seeks to consoli-

date three existing securities laws, 
enhance le g al  cer tainty,  and bal -
a n c e  r e g u l a t o r y  p o w e r  w i t h 
accountability.

Limited Impact of US MFN Drug Pricing 
on Indian Pharma

Policy Announcement
U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 

Trump has announced the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  M o s t 
Favored Nation (MFN) drug 
pricing, a policy aimed at 
reducing prescription drug 
c o s t s  f o r  A m e r i c a n  c o n -
sumers. Under this frame-
wo rk ,  p r i c e s  o f  c e r t a i n 
medicines in the US will be 
a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  l ow e s t 
prices paid by other devel-
oped  nations.  T he  pol icy 
w a s  u nv e i l e d  a l o n g s i d e 
p r i c i n g  a g re e m e n t s  w i t h 
nine major global phar ma-
ceutical companies, includ-
ing GSK, Merck, Novartis, 
and Sanofi.

Focus on Patented Drugs
According to analysts and 

industry experts, the MFN 
pricing policy is primarily 
targeted at patented and in-
novative drugs, which are 
typically sold at higher pric-
es. These drugs are largely 
produced and marketed by 
multinational pharmaceuti-
cal giants rather than Indian 
companies. As a result, the 
immediate exposure of  Indi-
an pharmaceutical firms to 
this pricing reform is expect-
ed to be minimal.
India’s Role in Generics

India plays a crucial role 
in the global pharmaceuti-

cal supply chain, particu-
larly in generic medicines. 
It is the largest supplier of  
generic drugs to the United 
States, accounting for a sig-
nificant share of  prescrip-
tions filled there. Since ge-
n e r i c  d r u g s  a r e  a l r e a dy 
competitively  priced and 
not the main target of  the 
MFN policy, Indian manu-
facturers  are  unlikely to 
f a c e  n e a r - t e r m  p r i c i n g 
pressure.
Analyst View

Experts believe that while 
the MFN policy could reshape 
pricing dynamics in the long 
term, especially if  it expands 

beyond patented drugs, there 
is no immediate cause for 
concern for Indian pharma 
firms. Any potential impact 
would depend on future poli-
cy extensions and implemen-
tation details.
Overall Assessment

In the short term, Indian 
pharmaceutical companies re-
main insulated due to their 
strong focus on generics, sta-
ble demand from the US, and 
limited involvement in high-
cost patented medicines. The 
MFN policy is therefore seen 
as a targeted reform with lim-
ited spillover effects on In-
dia’s pharma sector.

Elon Musk Crosses Historic $700 Billion Net Worth

Record-Breaking Milestone
Elon Musk became the first individual 

in history to surpass a net worth of  $700 
billion after a favorable ruling by the Dela-
ware Supreme Court restored his Tesla 
stock options.

Court Decision Impact
The ruling reinstated Musk’s 2018 com-

pensation package, previously voided by 
a lower court. Forbes subsequently added 
nearly $70 billion to his wealth estimate, 
valuing his net worth at around $749 
billion.

Tesla’s Central Role
Musk owns about 12 percent of  Tesla’s 

common stock, valued near $199 billion. 
Including the restored options, his total 
Tesla holdings are estimated at $338 bil-

lion, making it his most valuable asset.
Other Major Assets
Musk also holds an estimated 42 percent 

stake in SpaceX, valued at around $336 bil-
lion. SpaceX is reportedly considering an 
IPO as early as 2026.

Wealth Gap Widens
Musk’s fortune now exceeds that of  the 

world’s second-richest person by nearly 
$500 billion, highlighting his unprece-
dented dominance at the top of  global 
wealth rankings.

Long-Term Outlook
With additional performance-linked 

compensation potentially worth up to 
$1 trillion, Musk’s wealth trajectory 
remains unmatched in cor porate 
history.
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OnePlus 15T Emerges as Compact Flagship 
Contender

Upcoming Addition
OnePlus is reportedly 

preparing to expand its 
flagship 15 series with a 
new model called the 
OnePlus 15T. Leaks sug-
gest this device will be 
positioned as a compact 
flagship, balancing pow-
erful hardware with a 
relatively smaller form 
factor. Trial production 
of  accessories has re-
portedly begun, indicat-
ing that the launch cycle 
m a y  a l r e a d y  b e 
underway.

Display and Design
According to tipster 

Digital Chat Station, 
the OnePlus 15T is ex-
pected to feature a 6.3-
inch flat display with 
1.5K resolution. The 
panel is likely to be 
AMOLED and could 
support a high 165Hz 
refresh rate, placing it 
among the smoothest 
displays in the premi-
um segment. The phone 
is also tipped to come 
with a metal frame, en-
hancing durability and 
premium appeal.

Performance and 
Security

T h e  d ev i c e  i s  r u -
moured to be powered 
by the Qualcomm Snap-
dragon 8 Elite Gen 5 
processor, making it a 
top-tier performer. For 
security, OnePlus may 
include a 3D ultrasonic 
fingerprint sensor em-
bedded under the dis-
play, a feature general-
ly reserved for flagship 
smartphones.
Camera Capabilities

On the photography 

front, the OnePlus 15T 
is said to feature a du-
a l - c a m e r a  s e t u p  o n 
the rear, comprising a 
50-megapixel primary 
sensor and a 50-meg-
apixel telephoto lens. 
The inclusion of  a tel-
e p h o t o  s e n s o r  i n d i -
cates a focus on opti-
cal zoom and portrait 
photography.
Battery and Extras

One of  the most strik-
ing rumours is the bat-
tery size, which is said 
to exceed 7,000mAh. If  

accurate, this would be 
exceptional for a com-
pact flagship. Reports 
also mention a magnetic 
snap-case accessory in 
white or grey colour 
options.
Launch Timeline

The OnePlus 15T is 
expected to  debut in 
China in the first half  
of  2026.  I t  may later 
arrive in India under 
t h e  n a m e  O n e P l u s 
1 5 s ,  t h o u g h  o f f i c i a l 
confir mation is  sti l l 
awaited.

Oppo Reno 15 Pro Mini India Launch Details Leak
Compact Flagship Strategy

Oppo appears to be en-
tering the compact flag-
ship space with the Reno 
15 Pro Mini.  Recent 
leaks indicate that the 
company is planning to 
launch the device in In-
dia, marking a shift to-
w a r d  p r e m i u m  ye t 
smaller smartphones in 
its Reno lineup.

Expected Launch Window
According to tipster 

Gadgetsdata, the Oppo 
Reno 15 Pro Mini could 
launch in India by late 
December 2025 or Janu-
ary 2026. The device re-
portedly car ries the 
model number CPH2813.

Display and Performance
The smartphone is 

said to feature a 6.32-
inch flat OLED display 
with 1.5K resolution and 
a 120Hz refresh rate. Un-
der the hood, it is ex-
pected to be powered by 
the MediaTek Dimensity 
8450 processor, position-
ing it as a high-perfor-
mance device.

Advanced Camera Setup
Camera hardware ap-

pears to be a major high-
light. The Reno 15 Pro 
Mini is tipped to sport a 
triple rear camera sys-
t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
200-megapixel primary 
sensor, a 50-megapixel 

ultra-wide lens, and a 
50-megapixel telephoto 
camera with 3.5x optical 
zoom. A 50-megapixel 
front camera is also 
expected.

Battery and Durability
The handset may sup-

port 80W fast charging 
and wireless charging. It 
is also rumoured to car-
ry an IP69 rating, offer-
ing high resistance to 
dust and water.

Design and Build
L e a k s  s u g g e s t  t h e 

d e v i c e  c o u l d  d e b u t 
i n  a  G l a c i e r  W h i t e 
colour with a  unique 
r i b b o n - s t y l e  f i n i s h . 
I t  may weigh around 
187  g rams and  meas -
u r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
7 . 9 9 m m  i n 
t h i ck n e s s.

Vivo V70 and X Series India Launch 
Plans Surface

Multiple Launches 
Planned

Vivo is reportedly gear-
ing up to introduce sev-
eral smartphones in In-
dia in early 2026. These 
include the Vivo V70 se-
ries, Vivo X200T, and Vivo 
X300 FE.
Launch Timeline

According to tipster 
Abhishek Yadav, Vivo 
may launch the V70, V70 
Elite, and X200T models 
in late January 2026. The 

X300 FE is expected to ar-
rive later.
Pricing Expectations

The Vivo V70 is tipped 
to launch around ₹45,000, 
while the V70 Elite may 
be priced near ₹50,000. 
The X200T could cost ap-
proximately ₹55,000, and 
the X300 FE around 
₹60,000, though final pric-
ing may vary.
Specifications 
Overview

The Vivo V70 has ap-
peared on multiple certi-
fication platforms. List-
ings suggest it could 
feature up to 12GB RAM, 
256GB storage, Android 
16, and a Snapdragon 7 
Gen 4 processor.

Market Positioning
With competitive pric-

ing and strong specifica-
tions, Vivo appears to be 
targeting the upper mid-
range and premium seg-
ments aggressively in 
early 2026.

Starlink Satellite Anomaly Triggers 
Controlled Reentry

Incident in Orbit
A SpaceX Starlink 

satellite suffered a fail-
ure shortly after launch 
and has since been tum-
bling uncontrollably in 
low Earth orbit. The 
satellite lost contact at 
an altitude of  around 
418 kilometres.

Cause of Failure
SpaceX confirmed that 

the satellite’s propulsion 
system was likely dam-
aged, leading to fuel 
venting and loss of  con-
trol. This caused the 

spacecraft to alter its or-
bit and release small de-
bris fragments.

Debris and Safety Measures
The released debris is 

described as slow-mov-
ing and trackable, pos-
ing no threat to the In-
t e r n a t i o n a l  S p a c e 
Station or its  crew. 
SpaceX is coordinating 
with NASA and the US 
Space Force to monitor 
the situation.

Controlled Descent
Although the satellite 

is tumbling, it remains 
largely intact and is ex-
pected to burn up com-
pletely in Earth’s atmos-
phere  within a  few 
weeks. Its descent path 
stays below the ISS 
orbit.

Preventive Action
Following the inci-

dent, SpaceX activated 
safety protocols and de-
ployed software updates 
across its Starlink fleet 
to reduce the risk of  sim-
ilar anomalies in the 
future.

Samsung Galaxy Z Flip 8 May Debut Exynos 2600
New Chipset Integration

Samsung is reportedly 
considering equipping its 
upcoming Galaxy Z Flip 8 
with the newly launched 
Exynos 2600 processor. 
This would mark another 
generation of  Samsung’s 
flip phone using an in-
house chipset.
Reason Behind the Move

Industry sources sug-
gest that rising memory 
and component costs may 
be driving Samsung to 
rely more on Exynos pro-
cessors. Using its own 
chipset could help the 
company better control 
production costs.
Exynos 2600 Highlights

The Exynos 2600 is 
built on a cutting-edge 
2nm fabrication process 
using Gate-All-Around 
technology. It features a 
powerful multi-core CPU 
configuration, with clock 
speeds reaching up to 
3.8GHz, and an Xclipse 
9 6 0  G P U  b a s e d  o n 
ARMv9.3 architecture.
AI and Camera Support

The chipset includes a 
32K MAC NPU for en-

hanced AI processing. It 
supports up to 320-meg-
apixel single-camera sen-
sors and high-resolution 

displays with refresh 
rates up to 120Hz.
Launch Expectations

The Galaxy Z Flip 8 is 
expected to be unveiled in 
July 2026, alongside the 
Galaxy Z Fold 8. Unless 

major issues arise with 
the chipset, the Exynos 
2600 is likely to power the 
device.
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Surprise Omission
Shubman Gill’s exclu-

sion from India’s T20 
World Cup 2026 squad 
came as a major shock, 
especially since he was 
India’s T20I vice-captain 
and a regular opener 
a l o n g s i d e  A b h i s h e k 
Sharma. Officially, the 
BCCI cited poor form and 
team combination issues, 
but reports suggest deep-
er strategic reasons be-
hind the decision.
Decision Taken in 
Advance

According to reports, 
Gill was not informed in 
advance about his omis-
sion and only found out 
once the squad was an-
n o u n c e d .  T h e  A j i t 
Agarkar-led selection 
committee had reported-
ly decided on his exclu-
sion a few days earlier 
after closely evaluating 
conditions  and team 
balance.
Pitch Conditions a Key 
Factor

The nature of  pitches 
expected during the T20 
World Cup 2026 played a 
crucial role. With India 
scheduled to play match-
es at multiple venues, 
pitches are likely to slow 
down as the tournament 

progresses. This increas-
es the importance of  ex-
plosive powerplay bat-
t ing ,  an  area  where 
selectors felt Gill lagged 
behind others.
Preference for 
Explosive Openers

Selectors placed great-
er faith in Sanju Samson, 
Abhishek Sharma, and 
Ishan Kishan for aggres-

sive starts. Their ability 
to score quickly during 
the powerplay was con-
sidered more suitable to 
the expected conditions 
than Gill ’s  relatively 
steady approach.
Finishing Concerns

India’s heavy depend-
ence on Hardik Pandya 
as a finisher was another 
concer n. To ease that 

burden, Rinku Singh was 
recalled, strengthening 
the lower-middle order. 
This further reduced 
room for Gill in the final 
squad.
Official Explanation

Chief  selector Ajit 
Agarkar clarified that 
Gill’s omission was pure-
ly due to combinations 
and not a reflection of  

his talent. He stressed 
that selecting only 15 
players inevitably means 
tough calls.
Overall Picture

While Gill remains a 
key figure in India’s Test 
and ODI plans, the T20 
setup appears to be mov-
ing toward a more power-
hitting template, costing 
him a spot for now.

Suryakumar Yadav Faces Pressure After Gill Exit
Poor Run of Form

India’s T20I captain 
Suryakumar Yadav is un-
der increasing scrutiny 
following Shubman Gill’s 
omission. In 19 T20I in-
nings this year, Suryaku-
mar has managed just 218 
runs at a strike rate of  
123.2, his weakest perfor-
mance phase since his in-
ternational debut.

Captaincy Shield
Reports suggest that 

Suryakumar retained his 
place largely due to his 
leadership role. Despite 
his prolonged dip in form, 
the selectors showed faith 
in him as captain, while 
Gill paid the price for simi-
lar struggles.

Clear Warning Issued
According to a PTI re-

port, Suryakumar has ef-
fectively been given an ul-
timatum. If  he fails to 
rediscover form soon, he 

could lose not only his in-
fluence in the dressing 
room but also his place in 
the side.

Gambhir’s Influence
The report highlights 

head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir’s strict approach, 
where results matter 

above all else. The mes-
sage is clear that reputa-
tion and captaincy will not 
guarantee selection if  per-
f o r m a n c e s  d o  n o t 

improve.

Samson’s Retention
While Gill was dropped, 

Sanju Samson retained his 
spot and was included in 
the Playing XI for the final 
T20I against South Africa. 
His quick 37 off  22 balls 
strengthened his case as a 
dynamic top-order option.

Selection Philosophy
The selectors appear to 

be backing impact over 
stability, especially at the 
top of  the order. Suryaku-
mar’s ability to adapt and 
deliver match-winning in-
nings will be crucial in the 
coming months.

Bigger Implication
Gill’s omission may sig-

nal a tougher selection en-
vironment where even 
senior players are not im-
mune to being dropped if  
form does not justify their 
place.

Sameer Minhas Shines Bright in 
U19 Asia Cup Final

Match-Winning Knock
Pakistan opener Sameer Minhas 

delivered a sensational perfor-
mance in the U19 Asia Cup final, 
smashing 172 runs off  113 balls 
against India. His innings powered 
Pakistan to a massive 347 for 8 in the 
final.

Tournament Star
This was Minhas’ second century 

of  the tournament, underlining his 
consistency and temperament. He 
had earlier scored 177 not out 
against Malaysia, announcing him-
self  as one of  the event’s standout 
players.

Background and Journey
Born in December 2006 in Mul-

tan, Sameer Minhas progressed 
through Pakistan’s age-group sys-
tem, representing regional Un-
der-13, Under-16, and Under-19 
teams before earning national 
selection.

Family Connection
Sameer is the younger brother of  

Pakistan T20I cricketer Arafat 
Minhas. While Arafat is a left-arm 
spinner, Sameer is a right-handed 
opening batter who also bowls 
leg-spin.

Dominance Against India
In the final, Minhas attacked In-

dia’s bowlers relentlessly, especially 
targeting the new-ball attack. He 
reached his century in just 71 balls 
and looked poised for a double 
hundred.

Eventual Dismissal
His innings ended at 172 when he 

was deceived by a slower delivery, 
but the damage was already done.

Rising Prospect
Minhas’ perfor mances have 

fir mly placed him among the 
most promising young batters in 
Asian cricket.

Mohsin Naqvi’s Presence Could Spark 
Controversy

Expected Attendance
Mohsin Naqvi, chair-

man of  both the Asian 
Cricket Council and Paki-
stan Cricket Board, is ex-
pected to attend the Un-
der-19 Asia Cup final 
between India and Paki-
stan in Dubai. His pres-
ence is likely to draw at-
t e n t i o n  d u e  t o  p a s t 
controversies.

Role at the Final
Naqvi is expected to 

watch the match live and 
lead the closing ceremony, 
including presenting the 
trophy to the winners. 
This follows his pattern of  
attending major ACC tour-
nament finals.

Past Trophy Dispute
Controversy stems from 

the senior Asia Cup final 
earlier in 2025, where In-
dia defeated Pakistan but 
declined to accept the tro-
phy from Naqvi due to geo-
political sensitivities. The 
trophy was later kept at 
ACC headquarters and re-
mains undelivered.

Recent Contrast
In November 2025, Naq-

vi freely presented the Ris-
ing Stars Asia Cup trophy 
to Pakistan Shaheens in 
Doha, celebrating openly 
on the field. This contrast 

has kept him at the centre 
of  Asian cricket debates.

Sensitive Setting
The U19 final repre-

sents another delicate 
moment. With India and 

Pakistan facing off, Naq-
vi’s actions during the 
presentation ceremony 
will be closely watched 
by fans and of ficials 
alike.

Symbolic Importance
The event is not just 

about junior cricket but 
also about diplomacy and 
optics in Asian cricket 
administration.

What Lies Ahead
Any misstep could reig-

nite tensions, making Naq-
vi’s role at the final one of  
the most scrutinised as-
pects of  the match.

Messi’s India Visit Cost and Chaos 
Explained

Massive Financial Outlay
Lionel Messi’s India tour cost 

approximately ₹100 crore, accord-
ing to the main organiser Satadru 
Dutta. Messi reportedly earned ₹89 
crore, while ₹11 crore was paid as 
tax to the Indian government.
Security Breakdown

Dutta revealed that Messi was 
unhappy with being touched and 
hugged by attendees, despite prior 
warnings from his security team. 
The lack of  crowd control forced 
Messi  to  leave earlier  than 
planned.
Political Fallout

West Bengal Sports Minister 
Aroop Biswas faced criticism for 
allegedly allowing close access to 
Messi and later resigned pending 
investigation.
Ticket and Access Issues

Although only 150 ground passes 
were initially issued, the number 

reportedly tripled after an influen-
tial individual intervened, con-
tributing to the chaos.
Financial Investigation

The SIT froze over ₹20 crore in 
Dutta’s bank accounts and seized 
documents related to ticket sales 
and sponsorships. Authorities are 
verifying whether the funds were 
legitimately sourced.
Fan Anger and Vandalism

Thousands of  fans who paid 
high ticket prices were left disap-
pointed as Messi became barely 
visible on the field. The situation 
escalated into vandalism at the 
stadium.
Ongoing Probe

A  S p e c i a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n 
Team is now examining secu-
rity lapses,  f inancial  ir re gu-
l a r i t i e s,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r at ive 
f a i l u r e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e 
event.

Shubman Gill Dropped from T20 World 
Cup Squad
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Esha Promises to Raise the Bar in Horror-Thrillers: 
Producers Bunny Vas and Vamsi Nandipati

Hyderabad, December 2025: 

After delivering block-
buster cult hits like Little 
Hearts and Raju Weds 
Rambai, the dynamic duo 
of  Bunny Vas and Vamsi 
Nandipati is all set to 
thrill audiences once 
again with their latest 
horror-thriller, Esha. 
Produced under Vamsi 
Nandipati Entertain-
ments and Bunny Vas 
Works, the film is slated 
for a grand theatrical re-
lease on December 25.

The film stars Akhil 
Raj in a triple-hero role, 
alongside debutante Heb-
ba Patel in the lead fe-
male role. The support-
ing cast includes Srir 
Hanumanthu, Babloo, 
and Prithviraj, among 
others. The movie is pro-
duced by Hema Ven-
kateswara Rao under the 
banner of  HVR Produc-
tions and presented by 
renowned producer KL 
Damodara Prasad. Di-
r e c t e d  by  S r i n iv a s 
Manne, the recently re-
leased trailer has al-
ready received a phe-
nomenal response from 
audiences.

In a recent interaction 
with the media, produc-
ers Bunny Vas and Vamsi 
Nandipati shared in-
sights about the film:
On choosing content 
over obligation:

Bunny Vas empha-
sized, “This isn’t about 
obligation. We only take 

on projects if  we truly be-
lieve in the content. If  it 
doesn’t work, we immedi-
ately explore alternative 
routes. Esha is a film we 
backed purely on faith in 
its content.”
Why venture into hor-
ror this time?

Vamsi Nandipati ex-
plained, “The movie 
grips you right from the 
first ten minutes. It’s a 
complete horror-thriller 
with a unique twist in the 
last fifteen minutes. Au-
diences will feel the ex-
c i t e m e n t  a n d  f e a r 
throughout.”
Meeting audience 
expectations:

Bunny Vas expressed 
confidence, saying, “Even 
if  some of  my earlier 
films failed, the audience 
reception never did. We 
are certain Esha will 
meet viewers’ expecta-
tions. We took the first 
copy, and it reassured us 
of  the film’s potential.”
Comparison with previ-
ous hits:

Va m s i  N a n d i p a t i 
c l a r i f i e d ,  “ E s h a 
shouldn’t be compared 
with Little Hearts or 
R a j u  We d s  R a m b a i . 
It’s a different genre, 
and the experience is 
fresh. The opening se-
quences are particu-
larly stunning.”

Plans for 2026:
Bunny Vas revealed, “I 

have three films lined up 
in 2026—one with Geetha 
Arts and two under Bun-
ny Vas Works. We contin-
ue to innovate with pub-
licity strategies for small 
films, and the content re-
ally drives the audience 
response.”
About the horror fac-
tor:

Vamsi Nandipati add-
ed, “While Esha is a hor-
ror-thriller, it’s not limit-
ed to a niche audience. 
The last 20 minutes have 
a unique twist that will 
resonate with everyone. 
The film also incorpo-
rates real-life incidents 

t h a t  m a k e  i t  f e e l 
relatable.”

On theatrical experi-
e n c e  a n d  p r e m i e r e 
plans:

B o t h  p r o d u c e r s 
stressed that the theatri-
cal experience will be 
gripping, promising not 
to disappoint viewers. 
Vamsi Nandipati con-
firmed pre-release pre-
mieres  and assured 
strong collaboration 
with TV partners for 
wider reach.

With its combination 
of  suspense, thrill, and 
emotional connect, Esha 
is poised to redefine hor-
ror entertainment for 
Telugu cinema audienc-
es this holiday season.

‘Patang’ Captures Hearts with Trailer, Producers 
Thrilled by Response

Hyderabad, December 2025: 

The much-anticipated 
film Patang, presented by 
the prestigious Suresh 
Productions under D. 
Suresh Babu, is all set to 
soar into theaters on De-
cember 25. Set against 
the vibrant backdrop of  
kite competitions, the 
film is being promoted as 
a youthful comedy-sports 
drama, co-produced by 
Cinematic Elements, Ris-
han Cinemas, and Mon-
soon Tales. Producers Vi-
j ay  S h e k h a r  A n n e, 
Sampath Maka, Suresh 
Kothinti, and Nani Ban-
dreddi are backing the 
project, while Praneeth 
Prathipati helms the di-
rector’s chair.

The film stars Insta-
gram sensation Preethi 
Pagadala and Zee Sa Re 
Ga Ma Pa runner-up Pra-
nav Kaushik in lead 
roles, alongside Vamsi 
Pujith. Renowned film-
m a k e r  a n d  a c t o r 
G a u t h a m  Va s u d e v 
Menon and popular sing-

er-actor S. P. Charan fea-
ture in pivotal roles.

The recently released 
trailer has garnered an 
overwhelming and unex-
pected response from au-
diences. To celebrate the 
trailer’s success, the 
makers hosted a press 
meet and an exclusive 
event.

Speaking at the event, 
actor Vamsi Pujith said, 
“Everyone who watched 
the trailer gave us amaz-
ing feedback. The energy 
and positivity captured 
in the trailer will be felt 
throughout the film. The 
kite competition scenes 
are crafted at a world-
class level. This movie 
will entertain audiences 
with its youthful and 
colorful vibe.”

Lead actress Preethi 
Pagadala added, “I’m 
thrilled to be part of  Pa-
tang. It feels wonderful to 
see so many people talk-
ing about the trailer. The 
trailer has created a lot 
of  excitement, and I’m 

confident the audience 
will enjoy the film even 
more.”

Actor Pranav Kaushik 
reflected on his journey, 
saying, “This film has 
been an emotional jour-
ney for all of  us. Enter-
ing the film industry 
with love, I faced many 
challenges. Making a 
kite-themed sports dra-
ma wasn’t easy. When au-
diences watch the movie, 
they’ll see the dedication 
of  the director and pro-
ducers. Even those who 
initially critiqued the 
trailer are now appreci-
ating it. We hope audi-
ences support us, and I 
wish all films releasing 
on December 25 do well—
cinema should always 
win.”

Producer Vijay Shek-
har Anne described the 
experience as “a thrilling 
journey, much like a roll-
er coaster, and overall, it 
has been a fantastic 
experience.”

Producer Suresh Koth-

inti said, “Despite some 
delays, we are proud of  
the quality of  the film. It 
was made with great 
commitment and unity, 
and we’re confident it 
will delight audiences as 
a youthful entertainer.”

Producer Ramya add-
ed, “This young team 
worked tirelessly to 
bring this project to life. 
I believed in the content, 
which is why I associated 
with it. Everyone says 
the film is perfect for the 
festive season. Like many 
small films, we faced dai-
ly challenges, but the fi-

nal result has been wide-
ly praised.”

Producer Sampath 
Maka commented, “We 
believed in the content 
and stayed committed. 
The industry is highly 
competitive, but we are 
confident that Patang 
will stand out as one of  
this year’s successful 
releases.”

Producers Nani Ban-
dreddi and others also at-
tended the press meet, 
sharing their excitement 
and confidence in the 
film’s upcoming theatri-
cal release.

Kalyan Padala Crowned Winner of 
Bigg Boss Telugu Season 9 in 

Thrilling Grand Finale
Hyderabad, December 21, 2025 

— 

The popular reality tel-
evision show Bigg Boss 
Telugu Season 9 came to 
an exciting conclusion on 
Sunday evening, with 
Kalyan Padala emerging 
as the winner after weeks 
of  intense competition, 
drama, and public vot-
ing. The grand finale, 
hosted once again by vet-
eran actor Nagarjuna 
Akkineni, kept millions 
of  viewers on the edge of  
their seats as five final-
ists battled it out for the 
coveted trophy and prize 
money.

Kalyan Padala, a com-
moner contestant, was 
announced as the cham-
pion in a tightly contest-
ed finale that featured 
strong perfor mances 
from all finalists. His 
journey from a regular 
participant to the title 
holder captured wide-
spread attention and sup-
port from the audience, 
especially after he out-
paced other finalists in-
cluding Thanuja Puttas-
wamy, Demon Pavan, 
Emmanuel, and Sanjjana 
Galrani.

The finale episode 
marked the culmination 
of  a 105 day journey that 
began in early September 
and ke pt  audiences 
hooked with high voltage 
tasks, emotional mo-
ments,  heated argu-
ments, and strategic 
plays. Across this period, 
Kalyan emerged as a con-
sistent performer whose 
calm demeanor and stra-
tegic gameplay resonated 
with many viewers, par-
ticularly after a late sea-
son surge in votes placed 
h i m  a h e a d  o f  t h e 
competition.

Thanuja Puttaswamy 
finished as the runner 
up, narrowly missing out 
on the top spot. Her 
strong presence in the 
house and dedicated fan-
base ensured she re-
mained in the title hunt 
until the very end, push-
ing Kalyan in a close con-
test that lasted until the 
final announcement.

The other finalists also 
delivered memorable 
performances through-
out the season. Demon 
Pavan, known for his 
unique personality and 
competitive spirit, se-
cured a notable position 
before being eliminated 

just shy of  the top two. 
Emmanuel, a fan favorite 
for his entertainment 
quotient, exited the show 
in a visibly emotional 
moment that drew reac-
tions from both the audi-
ence and industry peers. 
Sanjjanaa Galrani, al-
though finishing fifth, 
was applauded for her en-
ergy and leadership in 
various tasks throughout 
the season.

Kalyan’s victory signi-
fies a notable achieve-
ment for commoner con-
t e s t a n t s ,  wh o  h ave 
increasingly  g ained 
prominence on the show. 
His win highlights how 
public support and con-
sistent performance can 
outweigh celebrity sta-
tus, underlining the in-
clusive appeal of  Bigg 
Boss Telugu’s format.

According to broadcast 
reports, the winner re-
ceived a substantial cash 
prize along with the offi-
cial title and trophy pre-
sented by host Nagarju-
na.  The exact prize 
package included a com-
bination of  prize money 

and additional awards 
that added to the stakes 
of  the competition, mak-
ing the finale even more 
r e w a r d i n g  f o r  t h e 
champion.

The Season 9 finale 
also drew significant at-
tention across social me-
dia platforms, with fans 
celebrating Kalyan’s suc-
cess and discussing the 
performances of  all final-
ists long after the broad-
cast ended. Many view-
ers praised the show’s 
format for bringing di-
verse personalities to the 
forefront and delivering 
engaging entertainment 
throughout its run.

With the conclusion of  
this season, discussions 
have already be gun 
among fans and critics 
alike about the next sea-
son, potential changes to 
the format, and predic-
tions for future contest-
ants. For now, though, all 
eyes remain on Kalyan 
Padala, whose victory 
will be remembered as 
one of  the most compel-
ling arcs in the history of  
Bigg Boss Telugu.

“I Wanted to Be a Cricketer” — Actor 
Opens Up

Hyderabad, December 2025 —

Young Telugu actor 
Roshan recently shared a 
surprising revelation in 
an interview, stating that 
his initial dream was to 
become a professional 
cricketer. “Ever since I 
was a child, I always 
wanted to pursue cricket 
as a career,” Roshan ad-
mitted, reflecting on his 
early ambitions.

He revealed that both 
his personal interest and 
his father’s encourage-
ment fueled this dream. 
However, opportunities 
and his growing passion 
for cinema eventually 
steered him toward the 
film industry, where he 
now enjoys considerable 
success.

Currently, Roshan is 
busy with his upcoming 
film Champion, directed 
by Pradeep Advaitha and 
starring Anaswara Rajan 
as the female lead. The 
actor expressed his grati-
tude toward the film’s 
producer, Dattu, for giv-
ing him this opportunity.

Speaking about his 
journey, Roshan said, 
“Cinema has now become 
like family to me — Swap-

na, Priyanka, and Dattu 
sir have supported me 
every step of  the way.”

He also revealed his fu-
ture plans, saying, “In the 
next couple of  years, I 
aim to work on at least 
two to three films without 
any break to continue 
building my career.”

From Bat to Big Screen
Roshan shared that 

during his childhood, 
sports, especially cricket, 
played a major role in his 
life. While he invested ef-
fort and discipline in pur-
suing cricket, the allure 
of  cinema eventually cap-
tured his heart, leading 
him to make a successful 
transition to acting.

His personal story 
serves as an inspiration 
to young fans, showing 
how childhood dreams 
can evolve and transform 
into new opportunities. 
Once a boy dreaming of  
running on cricket fields, 
Roshan is now captivat-
ing audiences on the big 
screen.

With the release of  
Champion approaching, 
fans are eagerly await-
ing to see Roshan bring 
his energy and dedica-
tion from sports to cine-
ma. His journey from 
aspiring cricketer to ris-
ing Tollywood star con-
tinues to inspire and 
entertain.

Natural Star Nani Unveiled Gripping New Mystical 
Trailer Of Aadi Shambhala

Aadi Saikumar’s mys-
tical thriller Shambhala: 
A Mystical World, direct-
ed by Ugandhar Muni 
and produced by Ra-
jasekhar Annabhimoju 
and Mahidhar Reddy un-
der the Shining Pictures 
banner, is gearing up for 
a grand theatrical release 
on December 25th, per-
fectly timed for Christ-
mas. With every promo-
tional asset- including 
the teaser, trailer, and 
songs- creating a strong 
b u z z ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s 
around the film have 
steadily soared. Adding 
further excitement, Natu-
ral Star Nani today un-
veiled the brand-new 
Aadi Shambhala Mysti-
cal Trailer.

 *After launching the 
trailer, Nani said,* “Con-
gratulations to Team 
Shambala. I just watched 
the trailer, and this is ex-
actly the kind of  film au-
diences have been wait-

ing for. Choosing an 
English song for this kind 
of  genre was a very great 
move. I’ve known Aadi 
for a long time — he’s a 
terrific actor and dancer. 
I think Shambala is the 
film that will take Aadi to 
stardom. Shambhala’s 
success should be father’s 
success, son’s success, 
and entire team’s suc-
cess. The trailer looks 
very promising.”

The trailer opens on a 
striking visual of  a comet 
crashing into Earth near 
a deeply religious village, 
resulting in a massive ex-
plosion. From this ex-
t r a o rd i n a r y  i m p a c t 
emerges a mysterious 
stone said to possess con-
trol over the five natural 
elements. Enter a geo-sci-
entist, a firm non-believ-
er in divine forces, who 
arrives to investigate the 
inexplicable events un-
folding in the village. 
What follows is an in-

triguing and intense 
clash between science 
and Shastra, faith and 
logic, setting the stage for 
a gripping narrative.

This newly released 
trailer is distinctly differ-
ent from the earlier one, 
offering a fresh and im-
m e r s ive  e x p e r i e n c e 
through its storytelling 
and presentation. Direc-
tor  Ug andhar Muni 
showcases impressive 
command over the narra-
tive, skillfully blending 
devotional and mystical 
elements while maintain-
ing suspense and intrigue 
throughout.

Aadi Saikumar deliv-
ers one of  his finest per-
formances to date. Sport-
ing a striking makeover, 
the promising actor com-
pletely immerses himself  
in the role, bringing 
depth and conviction to 
his character. Archana 
Iyer plays the female lead 

opposite Aadi, while 
Swasika, Ravi Varma, 
Madhunandan, and Siva 
Karthik lend solid sup-
port in key roles.

Art director JK Mur-
thy deserves special ap-
preciation for authenti-
c a l l y  c r e a t i n g  t h e 
mystical world of  Shamb-
hala, while cinematogra-
pher Praveen K Bangari 
elevates the film with 
stunning visuals. How-
ever, it is Sricharan Pa-
kala’s powerful back-
ground score that truly 
amplifies the narrative. 

His unique and pulsating 
music enhances the sus-
pense, making the trailer 
both gripping and atmos-
pheric. The film’s pro-
duction values are visi-
bly rich and robust, 
reflecting the makers’ 
strong commitment to 
quality.

Overall, the mystical 
trailer has significantly 
raised the bar and height-
ened anticipation, posi-
tioning Shambhala: A 
Mystical World as one of  
the most intriguing re-
leases of  the season.


