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TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

C hief  Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, s 
peaking at an event 
organized at Osma-

nia University (OU), de-
livered a powerful speech 
emphasizing the univer-
sity’s historic role as the 
hotbed of  the Telangana 
movement (swaraashtra 
aakankshanu balamgaa 
vinipinchi gadda). The 
CM candidly revealed th 
at some individuals had 
questioned his courage 
for visiting OU, a campus 
long associated with po-
litical ferment. He rebut-
ted this, stating, “To 
come to Osmania Univer-
sity, you don’t need cour-
age, you need affection 
(abhimaanam).” He af-
firmed that he came to 
the campus with a heart 
full of  affection (gundela 
nindaa abhimaanaanni 
nimpu-kuni) to pave the 
way for the development 
of  the university and re-
alize the goal of  elevati 
ng it to an international 
standard (antharjaath 
eeya sthayilo theerchi-
dhiddaalane sankalp  
am). The Chief  Minister 
asserted that the land of  
Telangana possesses a 
unique consciousness 
and spirit of  defiance 
(chaithanyam, pourush-
am) that is not depend-
ent on formal education. 

He traced Telangana’s 
history of  struggle aga 
inst authoritarian rule 
from the era of  Komar-
am Bheem through the 
armed peasant struggle 
(saayudha raithaanga 
poraatam) to the final Te 
langana movement, em-
phasizing that the fight 
has always been against 
dominance (aadhipathy-
am). He credited studen 
ts from OU and Kakatiya 
University with realiz-
ing that the permanent 
solution to their prob-
lems lay only in the ac 
hievement of  Telangana 
statehood. He honored 
OU for contributing tow-
ering personalities like 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, Ja 
ipal Reddy, George Red-
dy, and Gaddar.

The CM noted that his 
‘younger brothers’ (tha 
mmullu) in the move-
ment did not ask for 

wealth or farmhouses af-
ter state formation; they 
asked only for freedom, 
social justice, and equal 
opportunities. He affir 
med that his Praja Prab-
hutvam (People’s Gov-
ernment) is now deliver-
ing these ideals, contra 
sting this with the past 
decade when efforts were 
made to undermine Osm 
ania University. Respo 
nding to critics who po 
int out his backgro und, 
the CM proudly declared, 
“Yes, I studied in a gov-
ernment school.” He as-
serted that while he may 
not speak a foreign lan-
guage, he knows how to 
read the hearts of  the 
poor (peedavaadi ma-
nasu chadavam vacchu) 
and how to govern to en-
sure welfare reaches the 
needy. The CM’s objec-
tive, he declared, is to 
provide assistance to the 

poor and helpless.
He challenged his crit-

ics by referencing a past 
dare to visit Arts Colleg 
e, stating, “I don’t have fa 
rmhouses. I didn’t steal 
people’s money. I stood 
before you as Chief  Min-
ister because the Backwa 
rd and Weaker Sections 
blessed me.” His ambi-
tion, he stated, is to leave 
behind a governance tha 
t history will remember. 
Highlighting the achieve-
ments of  his two-year 
government, the CM not-
ed the official recognitio 
n of  the state song Jaya 
Jaya He Telangana, the 
official unveiling of  the 
Telangana Thalli statue 
representing the Bahu-
jan populace, the imple-
mentation of  SC classifi-
cation for social justice, 
and the initiation of  a 
Caste Census for BCs. He 
emphasized that educa-

tion alone can eradicate 
backwardness, and the 
government is commit-
ted to providing quality 
education to all. To re-
move caste barriers, In-
tegrated Residential 
Schools are being estab-
lished. He detailed the 
creation of  the Young In-
dia Skills University 
(with Anand Mahindra 
as Chairperson) and the 
Young India Sports Uni-
versity (aiming for the 
2036 Olympics) to en-
hance youth skills and 
unearth talent. He con-
cluded by urging stu-
dents to pursue their am-
bitions as doctors, lawy 
ers, and high officials, 
and to one day adminis-
ter the state, cautioning 
them against falling into 
the traps of  political par-
ties and instead focusing 
on commitment and con-
tinuous hard work.

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

M inister of  Agri-
culture, Tummala 
Nageswara Rao, 
finalized the state 

’s comprehensive report 
containing suggested 
amendments and addi-
tions to the Central Gov-
ernment’s Draft Seeds 
Bill 2025. The report, pre-
pared in a meeting with 
agriculture department 
officials, is set to be sub-
mitted before the Decem-
ber 11 deadline. Minister 
Tummala stressed that 
the new Seed Act must 
pave the way for the pros-
perity of  Indian farmers. 
The state’s key recom-
mendations focus on ro-
bust protection for farm-
ers’ rights, stringent qu 
ality control, and a clear, 
time-bound compensa-
tion mechanism for crop 
failure due to spurious 
seeds.

Minister Tummala hig 
hlighted that seed pro-
duction is crucial to Tel-
angana’s agricultural ec 
onomy, with thousands 
of  farmers involved in 
cultivating and preserv-
ing high-quality seeds, 
including traditional 
and indigenous varie-
ties. He noted that de-
spite their contribution, 
seed farmers often face 
significant challenges 
like lack of  official rec-
ognition, flawed contract 
terms, and insufficient 
compensation. Further-
more, farmers cultivat-
ing crops like cotton, 
chili, maize, and vegeta-
bles have suffered huge 
losses in the past decade 
due to the proliferation 

of  fake, substandard, un-
authorized, and over-
priced seeds (nakili, 
naasirakam, anumathi 
leni mariyu adhika dha-
ra kaligina vitthanaala). 
The rising cost of  culti-
vation, exacerbated by 
poor quality hybrid and 
BT seeds, has severely 
impacted the financial 
stability of  agricultural 
families.

The Minister acknowl-
edged that previous dra 
fts of  seed bills have faile 
d to effectively protect 
farmers’ interests. To ad-
dress this, the state gov-
ernment undertook com-
prehensive discussions 
with farmers, farm er 
representatives, dealers, 
and seed companies at st  
ate and district level s to 
prepare the final repo rt.

Key Amendments Pro-
posed by Telangana Gov 
ernment:

Registration Authori-
ty (Section 13): The State 
Seed Committee must be 
empowered to register 

state-specific varieties, 
as the state is best info 
rmed about local suitabi 
lity.

Producer Qualifica-
tions (Section 17(3)): All 
seed production organi-
zation managers must 
possess a minimum qual-
ification of  a degree or 
diploma in Agriculture, 
or a three-month govern-
ment-recognized certifi-
cation course.

Dealer Qualifications 
(Section 18(1)): Seed deal-
ers and distributors mu 
st also hold a minimum 
educational qualificati 
on (Agriculture Degree/
Diploma or a Certificate 
Course in Seed Produc-
tion) for registration eli-
gibility. Mandatory Cer-
tification (Section 21(1 
d)): Self-certification of  
seeds by producers must 
be disallowed. All seeds 
intended for marketing 
must be certified by an 
accredited certification 
agency to prevent fail-
ures and complaints.

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

T he government 
led by Chief  Minis 
ter A. Revanth Re 
ddy has achieved 

a significant milestone, 
setting a record in the 
distribution of  Chief  
Minister’s Relief  Fund 
(CMRF) cheques, un-
derscoring its commit-
ment to providing tim 
ely financial assistance 
to the needy. The adm 
inistration is currently 
providing an average 
of  ₹850 crore in assis-
tance annually under 
the CMRF, demonstrat-
ing a massive scaling 
up of  welfare meas-
ures. Over the past two 
years, the government 
has successfully dis-
tributed CMRF chequ 
es amounting to a stag-
gering ₹1,685.79 crore to 
citizens across the sta 
te, a clear indicator of  
the rapid and extensive 
pace of  financial dis-
bursement compared 
to previous regimes.

Within this state-lev-
el achievement, Minis-
ter Konda Surekha has 
established her own 
notable record in her 
Warangal constituen-
cy, garnering immense 
appreciation from the 
local populace. The Mi 
nister is reported to ha 
ve distributed CMRF c 
heques worth ₹20 crore 
to the people in her co 
nstituency over the last 
two years alone. Local 
people are expressing 

great joy and apprecia-
tion (harsham vyak-
tham chesthunna Wa-
rangal jilla prajalu), 
recognizing the Minis-
ter’s dedication to pro-
viding support (aasa 
raaga nilusthunna) to 
those who approach h 
er in times of  crisis (aa 
padhalaa) by securing 
CMRF funds for them.

Minister Surekha 
has been consistently 
extending a helping 
hand (cheyootha anda-
jeesina) through the 
CMRF to every poor 
and destitute person 
(prathi peedha, niru-
pedhalaku) who has 
sought her assistance. 
Her dedication is fur-
ther quantified by the 
detailed distribution 
figures across two 
years:

In 2024: She facilita 
ted the distribution of  
663 CMRF cheques am 
ounting to ₹3,03,28,000.

In 2025: The number 
of  beneficiaries and 
the amount saw a mas-
sive increase, with 4,6 

68 CMRF cheques distr 
ibuted, totaling ₹17,37, 
57,890.

This exponential ri 
se in the distribution 
of  funds in 2025 highlig 
hts the intensified ef-
forts by the Minister to 
ensure financial aid 
reaches the grassroots 
level, particularly in 
her constituency. The o 
verall record set by the 
CM Revanth Reddy go 
vernment, along with 
the outstanding indi-
vidual performance of  
Minister Konda Sur 
ekha, emphasizes the 
administration’s core 
philosophy of  prioriti 
zing the welfare of  the 
poor and utilizing the 
CMRF as a vital safety 
net for citizens facing 
medical or financial e 
mergencies. The large-
scale and rapid disbu 
rsement of  funds vali-
dates the government’s 
claim of  responsive an  
d efficient governance, 
cementing its commit-
ment to social welfare 
as a primary agenda.

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

C hief  Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy 
launched the Goo 
gle for Startups 

(GfS) hub at T-Hub, Hy-
derabad, marking the 
first such state-integ 
rated hub in India, a de 
dicated Google-brand-
ed space designed to in-
vigorate the vibrant 
startup ecosystem in 
Telangana. The CM set 
an ambitious and chal-
lenging goal for the 
state’s entrepreneurial 
community: “At least 
100 startups from Hy-
derabad must become 
unicorns, and at least 
10 of  them super unico 
rns, by 2034.” The CM 
urged startup founders 
to focus on creating 
product-based, innova-
tive, and intellectual 
property (IP) intensive 
start-ups, moving be-
yond mere services.

CM Revanth Reddy 
appealed to the found-
ers to actively utilize 
the forthcoming ₹1,000 
crore Start-up Fund of  
Funds that the state 
government is estab-
lishing. He drew inspi-

ration from Google’s 
humble beginnings in 
a garage in 1998, hop-
ing that the startups of  
Hyderabad would fol-
low a similar path to 
becoming billion-dol-
lar companies. He stat-
ed that the government 
and Google have now 
come together to create 
a robust support sys-
tem, aiming to build a 
“winning eco-system”.

The CM reinforced 
the government’s gra  
nd economic vision, 
which was recently 
shared at the Telanga-
na Rising 2047 Global 
Summit. This vision 
targets making Telan-
gana a $1 trillion econ-
omy by 2034 and a $3 
trillion economy by 
2047. He stressed that 
the Telangana Rising 
vision for start-ups is 
perfectly aligned with 
the ambition of  creat-
ing multiple unicorns. 
He cited global giants 
like Google, Apple, Am-
azon, Tesla, and Face-
book as inspirational 
examples of  companies 
that were startups less 
than two decades ago 
and are now worth bil-
lions. He also drew par-
allels with the impres-

sive growth seen in 
Hyderabad’s own soft-
ware services, pharma, 
and life sciences sec-
tors over the past 25 
years.

Emphasizing the co  
re  ingredients for suc-
cess, the Chief  Minis-
ter used an analogy 
from his favorite sport: 
“Start-ups are like foot-
ball. In football, you 
have to work hard, prac 
tice hard. It is team wor 
k. But finally, winning 
is most important. It is 
the same with start-
ups.” He stressed that 
teamwork, hard work, 
and the ultimate focus 
on victory are para-
mount. The launch eve 
nt was attended by IT 
Minister D. Sridhar Ba 
bu, Special Secretary 
to CM B. Ajith Reddy, 
Special Chief  Secret 
ary Sanjay Kumar, De 
puty Secretary Bhav 
esh Mishra, and sever-
al Google executives. 
The GfS hub will fur-
ther bolster the region-
al ecosystem by offer-
ing free, year-long 
dedicated coworking 
seats for selected AI-
first startups and a cu-
rated set of  venture 
investors.

Cm Revanth Reddy Underscores Osmania 
University’s Role in Telangana’s Spirit of 

Rebellion and Social Justice 

Cm Revanth Reddy Aims for 
100 Unicorns from Hyderabad 
by 2034 at Google for Startups 

Hub Launch 🚀

Minister Thummala Finalizes State 
Report on Draft Seeds Bill 2025; 

Demands Stronger Farmer Safeguards 🌾

Cmrf Cheque Distribution: Cm 
Revanth Reddy Government Sets 
Record; Minister Konda Surekha 

Aids Warangal People 💰

TPN Bureau | Dec 
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M inister for Tr 
ansport, Pon-
nam Prabha-
kar, held a de-

tailed media confere 
nce focusing on the 
expansion of  the Tel-
angana RTC services, 
marking two years of  
the Transport Depart-
ment under the new 
Praja Paalana govern-
ment. The discussion 
focused heavily on 
new bus procurement 
and ongoing efforts to 
resolve employee is-
sues. The Minister out 
lined the state’s strate-
gic development appr 
oach, which segments 
the region into Urban, 
Semi-Urban, and Ru-
ral areas, with the cor 
e urban areas inside 
the Outer Ring Road 
now merged under 
GHMC jurisdiction. 
He acknowledged a 
critical service gap: th 
at buses were still not 
reaching many colo-
nies, stressing the ur-
gent need to expand th 
e public transport sys-
tem further into the 
community.

To address this, the 
Minister announced 
that following a two-
month-long survey to 

identify optimal rout 
es, the government, 
based on the Chief  Mi 
nister’s instructions, 
has resolved to con-
nect 373 new colonies 
with RTC bus servic-
es. He confirmed that 
buses began operating 
on these routes start-
ing today, a move that 
will newly provide 
public transport facili-
ties to approximately 
7 lakh people in Hy-
derabad. He extended 
an appeal to the public 
to utilize these new 
connections, noting 
that the increased use 
of  public transport is 
a positive develop-
ment and encouraging 
for the state. He also 
appealed to citizens in 
rural areas to inform 
RTC officials or public 
representatives of  lo-
cations where bus ser-
vices are required, en-
suring that the expan 
sion is demand-driven 
and inclusive.

Minister Prabhakar 
also extended an offer 
to the IT corridor, stat-
ing that the RTC is 
ready to operate buses 
to connect their offices 
as needed, suggesting 
that using RTC ser vic-
es could help alleviate 
the severe traffic prob-
lems currently be ing 
caused by excessive.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
Details Rtc Expansion for 

Hyderabad: 373 New Routes 
Operational Today 🚍
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TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025,The Minister for 
Tran sport and BC Wel-
fare, Ponnam Prabhakar, 
marked the second anni-
vers ary of  the Mahal-
axmi Scheme—which of-
fers free bus travel for 
women in RTC buses—
by holding a comprehen-
sive video conference 
from Bus Bhavan with 
RTC officials across 97 
depots statewide. The 
Minister began by warm 
ly congratulating and ex-
tending best wishes to 
the dedicated drivers, 
conductors, shramik 
(workers), and other 
staff  for their continu-
ous efforts in ensuring 
the scheme’s resounding 
success. During the con-
ference, the Minister, 
who also celebrated two 
years in his role, was fe-
licitated by the MD and 
Executive Directors of  
the corporation, a posi-
tive gesture symbolizing 
the government’s renew 
ed commitment to the 

organization.
A major focus of  the 

conference was the Vi-
sion 2047 strategy, which 
aims to dramatically in-
crease the public trans-
port share in the state 
from the current 28% to 
an ambitious 70%. Min-
ister Prabhakar stressed 
that to achieve this, the 
public transport system 
must be taken closer to 
the people. He directed 
RTC officials to intensify 
their expansion efforts 
and actively scout for 
new routes (kottha root-

lanu anveshinchi) from 
the capital to rural vil-
lages, aligning services 
with the actual needs of  
the populace. In a tangi-
ble step towards this 
goal, he announced that, 
based on a three-month 
survey in Hyderabad, 
RTC buses are now oper-
ating on 373 new routes 
starting today. This ex-
pansion alone is expect-
ed to newly connect ap-
proximately 7  lakh 
people living outside the 
Outer Ring Road to the 
public transport net-

work. The Minister em-
phasized that hitting the 
70% target requires the 
RTC system to expand to 
three times its current 
capacity (moodinthala 
vyavastha avasaram), 
urging all employees to 
contribute diligently to 
this monumental effort.

Welfare remains a cor-
nerstone of  the new gov-
ernment’s policy, with 
the Minister reiterating 
the primary objectives: 
institution preservation, 
employee welfare, and 
passenger comfort (san-

stha parirakshana, udyo-
gula kshemam, prayani-
kula saukaryam). He 
called for a friendly atti-
tude from RTC staff  to-
wards passengers and 
advised officials to treat 
staff  like family, arguing 
this approach fosters 
greater dedication to the 
corporation. He assured 
employees of  the govern-
ment’s fir m support 
against external threats, 
citing the recent inci-
dent in Sircilla where th 
e corporation stood by a 
driver facing assault, 
promising strict action 
(kathina charyalu thap-
pavani) against anyone 
attacking RTC staff. He 
also assured that long-
pending employee is-
sues, including financial 
matters, are being re-
solved by discussing 
them with the govern-
ment. He highlighted 
massive ongoing recruit-
ment (3038 posts) and the 
purchase of  2476 new 
buses (40% of  the cur-

rent fleet) in the last two 
years. He credited the 
Mahalaxmi scheme and 
CM Revanth Reddy’s 
leadership for the turna-
round, noting that over 
90 RTC depots are cur-
rently operating in profit 
(laabhaalaa baatalo un-
naayi), a significant re-
covery after the corpora-
tion’s  survival  was 
questioned over the pre-
vious decade. Finally, 
looking ahead, he prom-
ised to work towards es-
tablishing a dedicated 
RTC School with modern 
facilities (adhunatha 
saukaryaalatho RTC 
school) for employees’ 
children, further demon-
strating the holistic ap-
proach to staff  well-be-
ing and cementing RTC’s 
critical role in realizing 
the Chief  Minister’s lon 
g-term $3 Trillion econo-
my vision. The Minister 
also noted that new de-
pots were established in 
Peddapalli, Mulugu, and 
Eturnagaram.

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025, A major political 
confrontation erupted in 
Gautapur village of  Tan-
dur Mandal, Vikarabad 
district, following accu-
sations by Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) lead-
ers that the sitting Con 
gress MLA, Buyyani 
Manohar Reddy, had bla-
tantly violated the strin-
gent local body election 
code of  conduct. The in-
cident took place imme-
diately after the mandat-
ed campaign period had 
officially closed. As per 
the specific rules govern-
ing the local body polls, 
all campaigning activi-
ties were officially re-
quired to cease by 5 PM 
on Tuesday evening. De-
spite this strict deadline, 
BRS leaders alleged that 
MLA Manohar Reddy 
proceeded to hold an un-
authorized political 
g a t h e r i n g ,  t h e r e by 
breaching the electoral 
silence period designed 
to ensure a calm and re-
flective voting envir 
onment.

The core of  the BRS’s 
protest centered on the 
claim that the Congress 
MLA was found meeting 
with a large contingent 
of  approximately 150 
party workers (sumaar-
oo 150 mandhi kaar-

yakarthalatho) at the 
residence of  a district-
level leader belonging to 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) within Ga 
utapur village. The BRS 
leaders viewed this gath-
ering as a clear attempt 
to influence voters or str 
ategize outside the per-
missible time frame, di-
rectly undermining the 
principles of  fair elec-
tions. Acting swiftly, BRS 
party members mobi-
lized and confronted the 
MLA’s gathering. The 
protest quickly escalat-
ed, with BRS functionar-
ies forcefully obstructing 
the event and chanti ng 
strong slogans, repeat-
edly shouting “MLA Do 
wn Down!” (MLA Down 
Down!) and attempting 
to block the movements 
of  the Congress leader 
and his supporters.

The confrontation 
transformed the village 
into a highly charged an 
d volatile area, resulting 
in a tense atmosphere 
(udrikthatha vaat havara 
naam nelakondi). The se-
verity of  the BRS lead-
ers’ action highlights the 
political intensity sur-
rounding the first phase 
of  the elections and the 
zero-tolerance policy be-
ing adopted by opposi-
tion parties regarding 

any perceived violation 
of  the election guide-
lines. The BRS’s aggres-
sive intervention was a 
move to draw immediate 
public and official atten-
tion to the alleged mis-
conduct, positioning 
themselves as guardians 
of  the electoral process. 
Such incidents are par-
ticularly significant in 
local body elections, 
where even small gather-
ings can be seen as criti-
cal attempts to sway loca 
l voter sentiment and al-
legiance just hours befo 
re polling begins. The dis 
trict administration and 
police forces would have 
subse quently been re-
quired to intervene rap-
idly to diffuse the situa-
tion, restore order, and 
investigate the validity 
of  the alleged election 
code violation, ensuring 
the upcoming polls pro-
ceed without further po-
litical disturbance or in-
timidation. The incident 
serves as a stark remind-
er of  the often-fragile na-
ture of  electoral peace in 
a highly competitive po-
litical landscape, de-
manding constant vigi-
lance from the Election 
Commission and law en-
forcement agencies to 
maintain democratic 
integrity.

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

Chanagani Dayaka 
r, the General Secre-
tary of  the Telangana 
Pradesh Cong ress 
Committee (TPCC), 
released a statement 
filled with effusive pra 
ise for Chief  Minister 
Revanth Reddy, une-
quivocally asserting 
that the CM has se-
cured a place for him-
self  in the state’s “his-
tory” (charithra lo 
nilichhaadu) through 
his visionary deci-
sions and unwavering 
commitment to Osma-
nia University (OU). 
Dayakar highlighted 
the monumental na-
ture of  the CM’s inter-
vention at the centu-
ry-old institution, 
which was previously 
burdened by numer-
ous deep-seated issues 
and financial neglect.

The TPCC General 
Secretary emphasized 
that the Chief  Minis-
ter has successfully 
“completely removed 
the whirlpool of  prob-
lems” (sudi gundaal-
anu poorthigaa thol 
aginchaaru) that had 
plagued the 100-year-
old university. Fur-
thermore, he painted 
a stark contrast be-
tween the university’s 
past and its promising 
future, describing 
how OU was previous-
ly “empty without 
funds” (nidhulu leka 

bosipoyina OU) but is 
now set to be show-
ered with “wealth” 
( s i r u l u  k u r i p i n -
chaaru) under the 
CM’s direction. This 
transformation from a 
struggling, debt-rid-
den institution to one 
overflowing with re-
sources is cited as a 
defining achievement 
of  the current admin-
istration’s focus on 
education.

Dayakar stressed 
the historical signifi-
cance of  the CM’s fo-
cus on OU, stating that 
the honor Revanth 
Reddy has received is 
one that “no one has 
achieved in the past 75 
years” (75 yella nundi 
evariki  dhakkani 
gouravam), placing 
his achievement with-
in the context of  the 
entire post-independ-
ence era. The core of  
this praise is ancho 
red in the CM’s recent 
announcement of  a 
monumental ₹1,000 
crore developme nt 
package for Osmania 
University. Dayakar 
enthusiastically de-
clared that this mas-
sive investment initia-
tive has provided 
“direction and a new 
destiny” (dasha dis-
hani maarchindi) for 
the development of  
OU, positioning it for 
revolutionary growth 
and change after years 
of  neglect.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Hails Mahalaxmi Scheme’s 2nd 
Anniversary; Targets 70% Public Transport Share by 2047 🚌

BRS Leaders Protest Alleged Election Code Violation by 
Tandur Mla Manohar Reddy; Tensions Rise 🚨

Vikarabad Collector Prateek Jain Inspects Polling 
Arrangements for Phase 1 Elections in Tandur Constituency 

C M Revanth Reddy Has Made 
History With Commitment to 

Osmania University - TPCC 
General Secretary 

Chanagani Dayakar 🏛️

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

District Collector Pra-
teek Jain of  Vikarabad 
undertook a comprehen-
sive tour of  the Tandur 
constituency to person-
ally inspect and ensure 
all necessary arrange-
ments were in place for 

the first phase of  the up-
coming local body elec-
tions, scheduled to take 
place the following day. 
The Collector’s inspec-
tion covered several crit-
ical areas within the con-
stituency, specifically 
focusing on villages lo-
cated in the Peddemul 

and Tandur mandals. 
This high-level visit was 
intended to leave no 
stone unturned in the 
meticulous preparations 
required for a successful 
and secure electoral pro-
cess, demonstrating the 
administration’s proac-
tive approach to election 
management.

During his detailed tou 
r, Collector Jain rigor-
ously examined multiple 
facets of  the election set-
up. His primary areas of  
scrutiny included the 
overall election organi-
zation (enikaala nirva-
hana), the physical setup 
and readiness of  the des-
ignated polling centers 
(polling kendraala er-
paatu), the strength and 
deployment of  security 
measures (bhadhratha 
charyalu), and the essen-
tial logistical require-
ments, such as staff  
amenities and facilities 
(sibbandi vasathulu). 

The meticulous nature 
of  the inspection under-
scored the administra-
tion’s commitment to up-
holding the highest sta 
ndards of  electoral con-
duct and operational 
readiness, prioritizing 
the safety and comfort of  
both voters and election 
personnel.

Following the compre-
hensive review, Collector 
Prateek Jain addressed 
the press and associated 
officials, stating unequi 
vocally that all necessary 
measures have been tak-
en (avasaramaina anni 
charyalu thees ukun-
naamani) to ensure that 
the elections are con-
ducted in a manner that 
is both free and impar-
tial (svecchaagaanoo, ni-
s h p a k s h a p a a t h a m -
gaanoo). He emphasized 
the paramount impor-
tance of  transparency 
and fairness in the demo-
cratic process. Further-

more, he issued direct 
and specific instructions 
to the concerned depart-
mental officers, stress-
ing the need to eliminate 
any potential deficien-
cies or flaws (elanti lo-
palu lekundaa). His di-
rective was clear: acce 
lerate the arrangements 
to guarantee that the 
public can safely and se-
curely exercise their 
right to vote (votu hak-
kanu vinayoginchukune-
laa) without fear or in-
convenience. The Colle 
ctor’s hands-on approach 
and clear communica-
tion served to boost the 
morale and prepared-
ness of  the administra-
tive staff  on the ground, 
ensuring every detail 
was accounted for.

The presence and 
physical inspection by 
Collector Jain in the Ped-
demul and Tandur re-
gions were instrumental 
in intensifying the readi-

ness of  all officials (adhi-
kaarulu sannadhathanu 
marinth penchi). This 
immediate heightened 
state of  alert and prepar-
edness confirmed that 
the administration is 
taking proactive steps 
and acting swiftly to en-
sure that the initial 
phase of  the elections 
proceeds peacefully and 
smoothly (prashaan-
thamgaa saageku chu-
rukugaa charyalu chep-
pattukunnaaru). The 
Collector’s visit success-
fully reinforced the com-
mitment of  the district 
administration to pro-
tecting the integrity of  
the voting process, en-
suring robust security, 
and upholding the funda-
mental rights of  the elec-
torate in the face of  ex-
isting political tensions, 
guaranteeing a success-
ful commencement of  
the first election phase 
across the constituency.

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

Former Member of  
Parliament V. Hanu-
mantha Rao (VH) of  
the Congress party of-
fered extensive and 
high praise for Chief  
Minister Revanth 
Reddy, particularly 
applauding his recent 
performance at the 
Global Summit and 
his committed app 
roach to higher educa-
tion, specifically con-
cerning Osmania Uni-
versity (OU). Spea 
king at Gandhi Bha 
van, the senior Con-
gress leader expressed 
his profound appreci-
ation for the success 
of  the Global Summit 
(Global Summit Suc-
cess avvatam) and 
commended the CM’s 
recent address deliv-
ered at OU. VH specifi-
cally praised the Chie 
f  Minister’s strong 
and positive decision 
to commit to the devel-
opment and revitali-
zation of  the prestig-
ious Osmania Unive 
rsity, a long-neglected 
institution, by com-
mitting a massive ₹100 
0 crore package.He 
stated that the CM is 
taking decisions that 
distinctly “resemble 
Jawaharlal Nehru” 
(Jawaharlal Nehru ni 
thalapinchalaa nir-
nayalu theesuk unna-
ru). He elaborated on 
this by recalling that 
Nehru’s cabinet was 
famously known for 
creating opportuni-
ties for the backward 
and weaker sections 
(badugu balhe ena 
vargalaku avaka ash-
alu kalpin chhaar u), 
a policy direction VH 
now sees being cham-

pioned by Revanth 
Reddy. The former MP 
highlighted the CM’s 
own humble back-
ground, noting that he 
was educated in gov-
er nment sch ools 
(Sarkar School lo 
chadivina CM), which 
informed his dedicat-
ed vision for organiz-
ing the Global Sum-
mit. He stated that the 
CM’s vision has ear 
ned admiration from 
all quarters (Revant 
Reddy vision ni anda-
roo abhinadhincha-
ru), solidifying his 
leadership.

VH lauded the CM’s 
pioneering efforts in 
educational reform, 
particularly the move 
to establish Skill De-
velopment Schools to 
provide parallel edu-
cation. This initiative 
is aimed at promoting 
equal education for all 
(andhariki saamaan-
thara vidhyaa andhin-
chataaniki) rather 
than segregating stu-
dents through sepa-
rate hostels for SC/BC 
communities, foster-
ing social equity. Re-
flecting on his long 
political career, V. Ha-
numantha Rao com-
mented, “In my politi-
cal experience, I have 
seen many CMs.” He 
then characterized Re-
vanth Reddy’s admin-
istration as one that is 
firmly moving in the 
direction of  “creating 
wealth and ensuring 
justice for everyone” 
(sampadha srusthi 
n c h h i  a n d h a r i k i 
nyaayam jarige dis-
hagaa Revant paalana 
undhi). He reserved 
special mention for 
the CM’s dedication to 
Osmania University.

Former M P V 
Hanumantha Rao 

Praises Cm Revanth 
Reddy as a Visionary 

Leader Akin to 
Jawaharlal Nehru 🇮🇳
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BRS Working Presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao 
(KTR) expressed sever 
e outrage over what 
he termed the "mur-
der politics" being 
conducted by the Con-
gress party in the 
Tungaturthi constitu-
ency of  Suryapet dis-
trict. He strongly con-
demned the violent 
attack on BRS cadres 
in Lingampalli villag 
e, Nutankal mandal, 
which occurred in the 
run-up to the Panchay 
at elections. KTR ex-
pressed profound 
shock over the death 
of  BRS worker Uppu-
la Mallaiah in the at-
tack. KTR warned, 
"The resort to physi-
cal attacks out of  fear 
of  losing elections 
through democratic 
means is proof  of  the 

Congress party's mor-
al degradation. The 
BRS party will in no 
circumstance tolerate 
the anarchy perpe-
trated by Congress 
hooligans fueled by th 
e intoxication of  po 
wer."

KTR confirmed that 
approximately 70 Con-
gress activists alleg-
edly launched a brutal 
and indiscriminate at-
tack using sticks and 
stones, specifically 
targeting BRS leaders 
and workers in Lin 
gampalli village last 
night. In the violent 
incident, Uppula Mal-
laiah lost his life, and 
at least 15 other BRS 
workers, including 
BRS Mandal Presi-
dent Munna Mallaiah 
Yadav, sustained se-
vere injuries. Immedi-
ately upon learning of  

the incident, KTR 
spoke via phone with 
former Minister G. 
Jagadish Reddy and 
local former MLA Ga-
dari Kishore to ascer-
tain the ground reali-
ties. KTR reassured 
the party workers and 
leaders, promising 
that the BRS party 
would stand firmly 
with every worker 
and leader who works 
for the party, urging 
them not to lose heart. 
He further guaran-
teed that the party 
would provide all nec-
essary support to the 
deceased worker's fam 
ily and the injur ed. 
KTR demanded that 
the police take imme-
diate and stringent ac-
tion against the attack 
ers and ensure that 
justice is delivered to 
the victims without 
delay.

KTR Slams Congress 'Murder Politics' 
in Tungaturthi After BRS Worker Killed 

BRS Worker Killed in Congress Mob 
Attack Ahead of Panchayat Poll

KTR Slams CM Revanth 
Reddy in Siricilla Over 

Unfulfilled Poll PromisesTPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

Tension escalated in 
Lingampalli village, Nu-
tankal mandal, Suryapet 
district, following a vio-
lent clash between sup-
porters of  the Congress 
and BRS parties, result-
ing in the death of  a BRS 
worker, just hours before 
the commencement of  
the first phase of  Gram 
Panchayat elections. Ac-
cording to local reports 
and police, a scuffle be-
tween the two political 
groups tragically esca-
lated into a brutal attack 
on Wednesday. Nearly 70 
Congress workers alleg-
edly assaulted BRS activ-
ists using sticks and 
stones. The BRS activist, 
Uppula Mallaiah, who 

sustained severe, life-
threatening injuries, 
died while being trans-
ported to Hyderabad for 
advanced medical treat-
ment. At least 15 other 
BRS workers, including 
BRS Mandal President 
Munna Mallaiah Yadav, 
were also seriously in-
jured in the violence.

BRS leaders have pub-
licly accused the Con-
gress cadres of  instigat-
ing the attack, driven by 
the fear of  defeat in the 
impending Sarpanch 
election. The violent in-
cident prompted an im-
mediate and heavy de-
ployment of  police forces 
across the village to pre-
vent any further escala-
tion. The incident has 
heightened tensions sig-

nificantly ahead of  poll-
ing in the surrounding 
mandals,  including 
Suryapet, Atmakur, Nu-
tankal, Maddirala, Tun-
gathurthi, Arvapalli, Na-
garam, and Tirumala 
giri. The violence oc-
curred despite repeated 
security warnings from 
Suryapet SP Narasimha, 
who had deployed addi-
tional forces in anticipa-
tion of  trouble, particu-
larly given that a former 
Sarpanch was murdered 
in the same village last 
year. Police have con-
firmed that additional 
forces have been sta-
tioned across all sensi-
tive areas to maintain 
law and order and en-
sure the peaceful con-
duct of  the elections.

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

BRS Working Presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao 
(KTR) stated in Siricilla 
on December 10, 2025, 
that the people wish to 
see BRS chief  KCR re-
turn as Chief  Minister 
and are eagerly await-
ing the next Assembly 
elections. During his 
visit, KTR participated 
in an outreach pro-
gram, 'Atmiya Bharosa,' 
specifically for auto 
drivers, where he dis-
tributed insurance 
bonds. KTR fiercely 
criticized Chief  Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, ac-
cusing him of  deceiving 

the public despite mak-
ing promises under 
oath to the gods. KTR 
pointed out that the 
promised ₹2 lakh farm 
loan waiver requires 
₹50,000 crores, yet the 
government only wai 
ved loans worth ₹12,000 
crores, benefiting just 
25% of  the farme rs.

KTR directly chal-
lenged CM Revanth 
Reddy, questioning the 
status of  the two lakh 
jobs promised during 
the elections. He ac-
cused the CM of  falsely 
claiming the jobs creat-
ed during the BRS ten-
ure as his own. KTR ex-
pressed anger that the 

Chief  Minister is still 
resorting to lies two 
years after assuming 
power, and he furiously 
charged the CM with 
giving "420 promises" 
but failing to implement 
a single one. This visit 
is part of  the BRS's con-
tinuous efforts in oppo-
sition, which has been 
criticizing the Congress 
government for failing 
to implement the guar-
antees promised during 
the 2023 Assembly elec-
tions that brought Re-
vanth Reddy to power, 
confining the BRS to the 
opposition benches af-
ter ten years in gover 
nment.

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025,PCC President Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud an-
nounced on December 
10, 2025, that a total of  
15% of  the seats in the 
local body elections hav 
e resulted in unanimo 
us victories. He high-
lighted that an over-
whelming 90% of  these 
unanimous winners 
are candidates support-
ed by the Congress par-
ty. Speaking to report-
ers at Gandhi Bhavan 
on Tuesday, the PCC 
President asserted that 
the Congress adminis-
tration is paving the wa 
y for the 'Gram Swara-
jya' envisioned by Ma-
hatma Gandhi. He not-
ed a positive trend whe 

re educated youth, driv-
en by a desire to serve 
their hometowns, are 
actively competing in 
the Panchayat elec-
tions. Goud cited the ex-
ample of  his own vil-
lage, Rahat Nagar, whe 
re an ST candidate, 
Tirupati, was unani-
mously elected despite 
the seat being in the 
open category. Address-
ing political controver-
sies, Goud criticized the 
BRS party for creating 
a fuss over the Congre 
ss government’s plans 
to install the Telangana 
Talli statues in the Sec-
retariat within a year 
of  coming to power, and 
subsequently in all 
districts. 

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

Former Minister T. 
Harish Rao launched a 
scathing attack on Chi 
ef  Minister Revanth 
Reddy, labeling the re-
cently concluded Glob-
al Summit as an "utter 
flop" show executed at 
the cost of  crores, built 
on "fabricated stories" 
of  investment. Harish 
Rao lashed out at the 
government's Vision 
Document, stating it 
lacks both a 'Vision' an 
d a 'Mission' to achieve 
any goals, calling it a 
'Visionless Document'. 
He accused Revanth 
Reddy, who often spea 
ks of  'Cure, Pure, and 
Rare,' of  being the 'Cho 
r' (thief) who is looting 
Telangana. Harish Rao 
alleged that the Memo-
randums of  Under-
standing (MoUs) signe 
d at the summit involv 
e "dark agreements 
and numerical trick-
ery," offering nothing 
beneficial to the pub-
lic. He challenged the 
Chie f  Minister to is-
sue a White Paper de-
tailing exactly how 
many crores of  invest-
ments, how many com-
panies grounded, and 
how many jobs for Tel-

angana youth resulted 
from the multiple cou 
ntries and summits he 
has attended and host-
ed over the last two yea 
rs. Harish Rao called 
the praise given to the 
development achieved 
during the KCR regime 
by former British PM 
Tony Blair and former 
RBI Governor Duvvuri 
Subbarao at the Global 
Summit platform a 
"slap in the face" for 
Revanth Reddy. Harish 
Rao asserted that the 
event resembled a "Rea 
l Estate Expo" organ-
ized to sell lands rather 
than a genuine Global 
Summit. He claimed 
the event, like the pre-
vious AI Summit, was 
a flop PR stunt orches-

trated to divert atten-
tion from the two years 
of  the government's 
failures. He ridiculed 
the poor attendance, 
noting that none of  the 
18 invited Chief  Minis-
ters or 5,000 foreign 
delegates attended, 
only the CM's partner 
D.K. Shivakumar, forc-
ing the use of  MBA 
students and Congress 
workers as attendees. 
Harish Rao accused 
the government of  ini-
tiating a new "Real Es-
tate Scam" following 
the alleged scams in 
power and liquor, by 
creating a beautiful 
narrative around the 
'Future City' at Phar-
ma City land to pro-
mote real estate devel-

opment towards the 
'Fourth City,' claiming 
that lands were bought 
by the CM's benamis 
beforehand. He also 
questioned the status 
of  the ₹40,232 crore in-
vestment from the Jan-
uary 2024 Davos visit, 
the AI Global Summit 
MoUs, and the ₹1.78 
lakh crore investment 
announced after the 
January 2025 Davos 
trip, demanding trans-
parency. He warned 
that the government's 
"trash policies" are 
causing Hyderabad-
based pharma compa-
nies like Sigachi Indus-
tries and Virupaksha 
Organics to shift to 
Andhra Pradesh, show 
ing that development 
achieved under KCR is 
being destroyed for 
c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d 
shares. Harish Rao 
also raised concerns 
about the CM rolling 
out the red carpet for 
Adani and Ambani's 
representatives, con-
tradicting Rahul Gan-
dhi's views, and ques-
tioned the MoUs sig 
ned with Karan Adani 
after the controversy 
over a previous ₹100 
crore donation check 
was returned.

Harish Rao Slams Global 
Summit as 'Utter Flop' and 

'Real Estate Expo' 
TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 

2025, Telangana Jag-
ruthi President Kavi-
tha responded to the 
personal attacks made 
against her by Kukat-
pally ML A Madhavar-
am Krishna Rao, stat-
ing on December 10, 
2025, that his actions 
"betray his frustra-
tion." Speaking to the 
media on We dnesday, 
Kavitha promised to 
provide a detailed ex-
planation with evi-
dence to counter all the 
allegations made by the 
MLA. 

She clarified that she 
had merely highlighted 
the problems that have 
existed in Kukatpally 
for the past 15 years. 
She asserted that she 
would not be affected 
by the ML A's words 
and that the people are 
observing everything. 
Kavitha announced 
that her 'Jagruti Janam 
Baata' (Jagruti's Path 
to the People) program 
would tour Hyderabad 
district for five days, fo-
cusing on public issues. 
As part of  the initiativ 
e, she visited the Boin-
pal ly  Gover nment 
School in Cantonment 
today. While acknowl-
edging that the school 
was improved under 
the 'Ma na Ooru - Mana 
Badi' program, she not-
ed the critical missing 
infrastr ucture, specifi-

cally the lack of  a com-
pound wall and CCTV 
cameras, which she ple 
dged her organization 
would provide. She also 
pointed out that the An-
ganwadi Centre operat-
ing within the school 
lacked helper staff. The 
'Janam Baata' program 
is centered on two key 
areas: education and 
health (Vidya, Vaidy-

am), inspecting the ba-
sic facilities in schools 
and hospitals. Addi-
tionally, the initiative 
is collecting data on is-
sues faced by people 
without houses or 
house plots. Kavitha 
stated that Jagruthi 
will address the prob-
lems within its capaci-
ty as an organization 
and put pressure on the 

government to resolve 
the remaining issues. 
She also announced 
scholarships from Jag-
ruthi for the top ten stu 
dents. She concluded 
by stating that since th 
e opposition is apathet-
ic and the ruling party 
is neglecting concerns, 
Jagruthi is acting as 
the voice of  the people 
(Janam Galam).

Kavitha Slams Kukatpally MLA for Personal 
Attacks, Focuses on Public Issues

90% of Unanimous Panchayat 
Victories are Congress 
Backed: PCC President
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The Chandrayangutta 
Police achieved a signifi-
cant breakthrough in the 
case concerning the sus-
picious deaths of  two au 
to drivers, Syed Irfan, ag 
ed 29, and Jhangir Khan, 
aged 25, who tragically 
collapsed and died after 
illegally consuming an 
Atranium 25 mg anesthe-
sia injection. The investi-
gation led to the appre-
hension of  five indi 
viduals, including three 
who were directly in-
volved in the illegal pro-
curement and adminis-
tration of  the drug, and 
two key staff  members 
from ABS Hospital in 

Chikkadpally, highlight-
ing severe institutional 
ne gligence.  The se-
quence of  events on De-
cember 2, 2025, began wh 
en Irfan sought a “Ter-
mine” injection, which 
he and Jhangir habitu-
ally used. Jhangir arran 
ged for the drug through 
Yamjala Kalyan, who 
contacted Jarpati Shiva 
Shankar @ Chintu, the 
supplier. Shiva, unable to 
provide Termine, sent 
photos of  the stronger 
Atranium 25 mg anesthe-
sia vials, which Jhangir 
agreed to purchase for 
₹2,000/-. Late that night, 
near Farooq-e-Azam 
Masjid, the four met, and 
Irfan filled three syring-

es. After Irfan injected 1 
ml into Saif  Bin Akram, 
who immediately felt diz-
zy, Kalyan fled the scene. 
Moments later, Irfan and 
Jhangir took the remain-
ing injections and col-
lapsed into unconscious-
ness, leading to their 
deaths.

The subsequent inves-
t ig ation traced the 
source of  the stolen con-
trolled substance back to 
ABS Hospital. The ac-
cused, Choude Akash, a 
23-year-old ward boy at 
the hospital, confessed 
that he stole a pack of  
four Atranium 25 mg am-
poules during his OT 
cleaning duties on No-

vember 26, 2025, taking 
advantage of  the vials 
being left unsecured. 
Akash, a former employ-
ee of  MNJ Cancer Hospi-
tal, was familiar with an-
esthesia drugs and had 
been previously arrested 
in a theft case. He sold 
the ampoules to Shiva 
without warning him of  
the dangerous conse-
quences. Critically, the 
police also booked Dr. S. 
Jaipal Reddy (60), the 
Chairman and MD of  
ABS Hospitals and a 
Neurosurgeon, for negli-
gence. Dr. Reddy had 
used four Atranium in-
jections during a neuro-
surgery on November 26, 
2025, but failed to secure 

the remaining vials, cre-
ating the opportunity for 
Akash to steal the drugs. 
Similarly, Mohammed 
Vikaruddin (21), a Sur-
geon’s Assistant, was 
also booked for contrib-
uting to the lapse in se-
curing the medication. 
The hospital manage-
ment was cited for violat-
ing the provisions of  the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act 
by failing to secure con-
trolled drugs and not 
generating proper bills. 
The Addl. Dy Commis-
sioner of  Police, Sri K. 
Sreekanth, commended 
the efforts of  the investi-
gating team led by ACP 
A. Sudhakar and SHO R. 
Gopi.
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The Telangana State 
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (TGSRTC) has 
unveiled a major new 
o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n , 
branded as ‘Hyderabad 
Connect,’ aimed at sig-
nificantly enhancing 
public transportation 
services for residents in 
the rapidly expanding 
areas and new colonies 
across Hyderabad. The 
initiative, announced 
by Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director Sri 
Y. Nagireddy, IPS, fol-
lowing a high-level re-
view meeting, is set to 
extend crucial bus con-
nectivity to a total of  

373 new colonies within 
the limits of  the GHMC, 
with services com-
mencing immediately 
this December. This 
substantial expansion 
follows extensive field 
surveys conducted by 
officials across 30 cir-
cles and 150 wards in 
the city’s periphery to 
accurately identify the 
urgent transportation 
needs of  the public. 
This strategic rollout is 
projected to benefit ap-
proximately 7,61,200 
citizens residing in 
these newly connected 
colonies, addressing a 
long-standing gap in 
public transport infra 
structure.

A key focus of  the 
‘Hyderabad Connect’ 
program is establishing 
direct bus routes from 
these colonies to major 
employment hubs, in-
cluding Hi-Tec City, 
Gachibowli, the Finan-
cial District, and Uppal, 
specifically catering to 
the needs of  office em-
ployees and software 
professionals. This im-
proved connectivity is 
expected to result in 
significant savings in 
both travel time and 
cost for commuters. 
The program will be im-
plemented in three dis-
tinct phases, with the 
first phase covering 
colonies experiencing 

the highest rush com-
mencing within the 
next two months. The 
ultimate objective be-
hind this initiative is to 
actively discourage the 
use of  private vehicles, 
thereby alleviating se-
vere traffic congestion 
and reducing pervasive 
air pollution within the 
city. Transport Minis-
ter Sri Ponnam Prabha-
kar highlighted the cor-
poration’s primary 
goal: 

to meet the transpor-
tation requirements of  
the public in sync with 
the city’s continuous 
expansion. He empha-
sized that the compre-
hensive list of  373 colo-

nies was finalized based 
on extensive ground 
surveys and public re-
quests. The Minister 
urged the public to rely 
on the safe RTC servic-
es,  advising  them 
against dependence on 
personal vehicles. For 
route information and 
real-time tracking, 
commuters are encour-
aged to utilize the ‘TG-
SRTC Gamyam’ app. 
The total 373 colonies 
are distributed with 243 
in the Hyderabad Re-
g i o n  ( h i g h e s t  i n 
Dilsukhnagar with 55) 
and 130 in the Secun-
derabad Region (high-
est in Jeedimetla with 
36).

Atranium Injection Death Case Solved: Five 
Arrested, Including Hospital MD and Staff 🚨

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
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The Drugs Control 
Administration (DCA), 
Telangana, executed a 
major, state-wide spe-
cial drive on December 
10, 2025, with the core 
objective of  curbing 
the rampant and indis-
criminate sale of  criti-
cal prescription drugs, 
including habit-form-
ing medicines, abor-
tion kits, and antibiot-
ics, in retail medical 
shops. The stringent 
inspection campaign 
focused primarily on 
verifying strict compli-
ance with regulations 
concerning Schedule H 
and Schedule H1 drugs, 
ensuring that retail 
outlets dispensed these 
powerful medicines 
only upon presentation 
of  a valid and legiti-
mate prescription is-
sued by a Registered 
Medical Practitioner 
(RMP). DCA officers 
emphasized the para-
mount importance of  
proper record-keeping, 
mandating the mainte-
nance and immediate 
production of  prescrip-
tion registers, as well 
as purchase and sales 
bills for all drugs stoc 
ked. The drive was also 
aimed at detecting the 
stocking of  expired 

drugs and verifying 
that all prescription 
dispensing activities 
were conducted under 
the direct supervision 
of  a Registered Phar 
macist.

Following intensive 
inspections across the 
state, DCA officers un-
covered widespread 
non-compliance, lead-
ing to the detection of  
severe violations in 180 
retail medical shops. 
The recorded discrep-
ancies were multi-fac-
eted and alarming, in-
cluding the unaut 
horized dispensing of  
Schedule H and Sched-
ule H1 prescription 
medicines to custom-
ers without requiring a 
valid RMP prescrip-
tion. Further more, 
shops  were  found 
stocking expired drugs, 
failing to maintain or 
produce mandatory 
prescription drug reg-
isters and sales re-
cords, and engaging in 

the illegal sale of  pre-
scription medicines in 
the absence of  a Regis-
tered  Phar macist , 
thereby posing signifi-
cant public health risk 
s. As a result of  these 
findings, Show Cause 
Notices were immedi-
ately issued to all 180 
non-conforming retail 
medical shops. The 
DCA stated unequivo-
cally that decisive ac-
tion will be initiated 
against the violators as 
per the stringent provi-
sions stipulated in the 
Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940, and the Rules 
formulated thereunder. 
Director General Shah 
hnawaz Qasim, I PS, 
concluded the press 
note by appealing to 
the public to utilize the 
DCA’s Toll-Free Num-
ber, 1800-599-6969, to re-
port any suspected ille-
gal activities concern 
ing medicines or drug 
manufacturing in resi-
dential, commercial.

DCA Cracks Down on Illegal Drug Sales: 
180 Medical Shops Receive Notices 

Tarnaka Development and OU 
Slum Crisis: Deputy Mayor Seeks 

₹25 Crore Budget 
TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 

2025
Greater Hyderabad 

Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) Deputy Mayor 
Smt. Mothe Srilatha 
Shoban Reddy, accom-
panied by TTIUC State 
President Sri Shoban 
Reddy, held a courtesy 
meeting with the Hon-
orable Chief  Minister 
of  Telangana, Sri Re-
vanth Reddy, during his 
visit to Osmania Uni-
versity (OU) on Decem-
ber 10, 2025. The core 
purpose of  the meeting 
was to formally present 
a detailed representa-
tion outlining several 
critical and long-stand-
ing issues severely im-
pacting the residents 
of  the Tarnaka Divi-
sion and to urgently 
seek their resolution. 
The Deputy Mayor 
brought to the Chief  
Minister’s attention 
the decades-old human-
itarian crisis faced by 
thousands of  families 
residing in approxi-
mately nine slum set-
tlements that occupy 
nearly 90 acres of  land 
within the Osmania 
University limits. She 
stressed that these fam-

ilies have suffered dete-
riorating living condi-
tions for the past 70 
years due to the lack of  
basic civic amenities, 
the continuous negli-
gence of  previous gov-
er nments,  and the 
withdrawal of  essen-
tial facilities by the uni-
versity administ rati 
on. 

To provide a viable, 
permanent solution to 
this enduring crisis, 
the Deputy Mayor ur-
gently requested the 
Chief  Minister to allo-
cate 20 acres of  land 
within the Osmania 
University premises 
for the construction of  
‘Indiramma houses’. 
This project would pro-
vide permanent reha-
bilitation to the affecte 
d families. She thought-
fully highlighted that 
the implementation of  
this proposal would not 
only benefit the slum 
residents but would 
also be mutually bene-
ficial to the university 
administration, as near 
ly 70 acres of  its valua-
ble land would be freed 
up and made available 
for university use. Fur-

thermore, Smt. Srila-
tha Shoban Reddy 
pressed for the immedi-
ate approval and initia-
tion of  construction for 
a 50-bedded hospital at 
Manikeshwar Nagar, 
reminding the Chief  
Minister of  the assur-
ance given during the 
previous MP elections. 
Beyond the specific 
slum and hospital is-
sues, the Deputy Mayor 
sought special atten-
tion for the overall de-
velopmental needs of  
the Tarnaka Division 
and requested the im-
mediate allocation of  a 
special budget of  ₹25 
crore dedicated entire-
ly to infrastructure im-
provements, including 
crucial works on roads, 
draina g e  systems, 
street lighting, parks, 
and other essential civ-
ic amenities. The Chief  
Minister, in response to 
the comprehensive rep-
resentation, assured 
the Deputy Mayor that 
he would immediately 
engage in discussions 
with the Vice-Chancel-
lor to initiate appropri-
ate and timely action to 
address the outlined 
demands.

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

Gavvala Bharath Ku-
mar, the Andhra Prade 
sh and Telangana Coor-
dinator for the Nation 
People’s Party (NPP), 
made a powerful appeal 
to the youth, urging 
them to actively enter 
politics and dedicate 
themselves to the pro-
gress of  the country. 
Speaking at an event in 
Hyderabad on Decem-
ber 10, 2025, held to wel-
come the National Peo-
ple’s Party leaders, incl 
uding National Youth 
President Nickey Nong-
khlaw and NPP Nation-
al General Secretary 
Pakng Bage, Bharath 
Kumar issued a stern 
warning against what 
he termed the corrosive 
influence of  “opportun-
istic and dynasty poli-
tics,” labeling them a 
grave threat to the na-

tion’s future. He assert-
ed that the youth must 
transform themselves 
from being mere vote 
banks into active and 
committed leaders. 
Bharath Kumar, who 
shared his own journey 
from a downtrodden 
background, expressed 
pride in addressing the 
Telangana youth and 

paid tribute to the late 
former Speaker of  In-
dia, P. A. Sangma, for 
his lifelong dedication 
to tribal and weaker 
communities.

Coinciding his ad-
dress with Internation-
al Human Rights Day, 
he called for concrete 
action to ensure that 

equality is realized in 
practice, not just in 
rhetoric. Bharath Ku-
mar sharply criticized 
established political 
parties for treating the 
younger generation 
solely as electoral com-
modities. He then me-
ticulously outlined a 
platform of  practical 
policy priorities strong-

ly supported by the 
NPP. These priorities ar 
e centered on public 
welfare and include 
measures to effectively 
control escalating edu-
cation and medical fees, 
provision of  better re-
tirement and health 
benefits for all employ-
ees, ensuring retire-
ment security for An-
ganwadi and ASHA 
workers, implementing 
reasonable working 
hours for police person-
nel, establishing cru-
cial farm support cent-
ers, and ensuring the 
timely release of  DA 
and PRC for governmen 
t staff. Furthermore, he 
emphasized the party’s 
commitment to provid-
ing free legal aid at the 
mandal level and enact-
ing protections for con-
tract and private-sector 
workers while address-
ing workplace stress. 

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

The Warasiguda Police 
successfully solved a 
case of  brutal murder 
that occurred on Decem-
ber 8, 2025, at Bapuji Na-
gar, Musheerabad, Se-
cunderabad, with the 
apprehension of  the ac-
cused, Dukka Uma Shan-

ker, a 24-year-old tiles 
worker. The accused is 
now being produced be-
fore the Hon’ble Magis-
trate for judicial custody. 
The case was registered 
following a report by 
Smt. Jadaga Laxmi, the 
mother of  the victim, 
Pavitra. The family, who 
migrated from Srikaku-

lam for daily wage labor, 
had tentatively accepted 
a marriage proposal for 
Pavitra from Uma Shan-
ker, their distant rela-
tive, a year prior. How-
ever, tragedy struck on 
December 8, when the 
complainant, her two 
daughters, and the ac-
cused were present in 
the house while the com-
plainant’s husband was 
at work. All of  a sudden, 
Uma Shanker arrived 
without intimation and 
immediately began a 
heated argument, ques-
tioning Pavitra as to why 
they had traveled to Vi-
jayawada recently with-
out his knowledge or 
permission.

The situation violently 
escalated when Pavitra 

rejected his aggressive 
questioning. In a fit of  
rage, Uma Shanker, who 
had brought a sharp-
edged knife with the ex-
plicit intention to kill, 
violently stabbed the de-
ceased Pavitra on the 
throat. After committing 
the heinous act, he fled 
the scene, discarding his 
phone and the murder 
weapon on the spot. The 
investigation team, un-
der the supervision of  
the Deputy Commission-
er of  Police, East Zone, 
immediately launched a 
search operation, metic-
ulously utilizing CCTV 
footage, which provided 
crucial information re-
garding the accused’s 
movements. On Decem-
ber 10, 2025, the team 

successfully located and 
apprehended the ac-
cused as he was moving 
towards Skandagiri tem-
ple, Chilkalguda. Upon 
questioning, Uma Shan-
ker confessed his guilt, 
stating explicitly that he 
killed the deceased at her 
residence because she 
had rejected him. Follow-
ing the confession, the 
Investigation Officer 
(I.O.) conducted a confes-
sional-cum-seizure pan-
chanama and success-
fully recovered a cash 
amount of  ₹1,10,000/-, a 
Realme Smart Phone, 
and the deceased’s wal-
let, which contained her 
SBI Rupay Card, Aad-
haar Card, PAN Card, 
and Central Bank Rupay 
Card.

NPP Urges Youth to Join Politics to Combat 
Dynasty and Opportunism 🗳️

Brutal Murder Solved: Man Arrested for Stabbing Woman Who Rejected Him 🔪

TGSRTC Launches ‘Hyderabad Connect’ to 373 New Colonies
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TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025, The Regional Nar-
cotics Control Cell 
(RNCC), Nizamabad 
Team, of  the EAGLE Fo 
rce, Telangana, success-
fully apprehended two 
individuals and seized a 
significant quantity of  
illegal Alprazolam in 
Armoor town, Nizama-

bad Commissionerate. 
Based on reliable intel-
ligence regarding the 
banned psychotropic 
substance, the RNCC 
sleuths maintained 
close surveillance in Ar 
moor town for a week, 
specifically tracking 
the movements of  sus-
pect Ravutla Rama-

goud. Acting on the de-
veloping leads, the EA-
GLE Force team succes 
sfully apprehended two 
persons at a local toddy 
shop: 

Ravutla Ramagoud @ 
Praneeth Goud (34, Real 
Estate) and Mosampally 
Ashok Goud (46, Toddy 

Busine ss). Following 
their confession, the 
team proceeded to the 
residence of  a third in-
dividual, Ravutla Pra-
sha nt Goud (40, Toddy 
Business), in Mahalak-
shmi Colony, Armoor, 
and successfully seized 
500 grams of  Alpra-
zolam. However, the 

main accused, Ravutla 
Prashant Goud, man-
aged to evade capture 
and is currently ab-
sconding, with inten-
sive efforts underway to 
trace and apprehend 
him immediately. The 
two arrested accused 
persons and the seized 
contraband have been 

handed over to the Sta-
tion House Officer (SH 
O), Armoor Town, for fu 
rther legal action. The 
EAGLE Force issued an 
urgent appeal to the pub 
lic of  Telangana, urging 
them to remain highly 
vigilant against the il-
legal circulation of  Al-
prazolam and other psy-

chotropic substances, 
emphasizing that their 
misuse poses a serious 
threat to public health 
and fuels organized 
crime.

 The Force requested 
citizens to actively sup-
port law enforcement 
by promptly reporting 

any information related 
to the illegal manufac-
ture, possession, sale, 
or tran sport of  narcot-
ics via their Toll-Free 
Number (1908), What-
sApp (87126 71111), or 
email, underscoring the 
collective mission to 
build a “Drug-Free Tel-
ang ana.”

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

Outstanding young 
talent from Telangana 
was showcased at the 
Global Summit Expo, 
where Gagan Chan-
dra, a 10th-class stu-
dent from the Social 
Welfare Residential 
School (TSWREIS) in 
Nagarkurnool, pre-
sented his innovative 
project. Gagan has 
successfully designed 
and built a 3-in-1 Hy-
brid Eco Cycle, an eco-
friendly invention 
that demonstrates sig-
nificant practical util-
ity. The cycle is pow-
ered by three modes: 
solar energy, battery 
power, and traditional 
pedal power. It is capa-
ble of  reaching a sp 
eed of  up to 30 km/hr 
and incor porates 
modern security and 
utility features, in-
cluding central lock-
ing and GPS tracking. 
A remarkable aspect 
of  this invention is its 
affordability, as it was 
built at a low cost of  
just ₹25,000. The exhi-
bition of  Gagan Chan-
dra’s talent at the Tel-
angana Rising Global 
Summit Expo was ac-
knowledged as a sou 
rce of  pride for the re-
gion. This achieveme 
nt highlights the con-
tinuous commitment 
of  the Government of  
Telangana, under the 
leadership of  Chief  
Minister Revanth 
Anumula, to encour-

age young innovators 
and actively nurture 
the development of  fu-
ture technology lead-
ers within the state’s 
educational institu 
tions.

5. SEC Rani Kumu-
dini Briefs Media on 
Panchayat Poll Ar-
rangements 🗳️

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025

State Election Com-
missioner (SEC) Rani 
Kumudini informed 
the media on Decem-
ber 10, 2025, that all 
necessary arrange-
ments have been com-
pleted for the Pan-
chayat elections polli 
ng  scheduled for 
Thursday. Addressing 
the preparedness for 
the polls, she stated 
that matters concern-
ing security and law 
and order are being 
managed and moni-
tored by the police de-
partment. The SEC 
confirmed that the 
counting of  votes will 
take place immediate-
ly after the comple-
tion of  polling. Pro-
viding details on the 
election process so far, 
she revealed that a sig-
nificant number of  
villages have seen 
unanimous elections, 
with 395 villages in 
the first phase and 495 
villages in the second 
phase being elected 
unopposed. In terms 
of  security and vigi-
lance against illegal 
activities.

Alprazolam Seized in Nizamabad; 
Two Arrested by Eagle Force

Police Complete Robust Security 
Arrangements for Phase I 

Panchayat Elections 

Young Innovator 
from Telangana 
Shines with Eco-

Friendly Invention

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025

District Superinten-
dent of  Police (SP) Akhil 
Mahajan, IPS, annou 
nced that the district po-
lice system has complet-
ed stringent and compre-
hensive security arr 
angements for the Gram 
Panchayat elections. The 
first phase of  elections 
will be held across six 
Mandals in the distri ct, 
covering 166 villages 
with 225 polling locatio 
ns, supported by 39 clus-
ters and 34 routes. The 
SP confirmed that a ro-
bust police force of  938 
personnel has been de-
ployed across the district 
for effective security cov-
erage. SP Maha jan per-
sonally led Flag Marches 
in 38 villages, educating 
the public on the impor-
tance of  the right to vote 

and urging them to vote 
fearlessly and not suc-
cumb to inducements. 
Effective immediately, 
Section 144 (163 BNSS) is 
in force around all poll-
ing stations to prevent 
unlawful assembly, dis-
turbances, or riots, and 
the public is urged to 
vote peacefully and re-
turn home promptly.

So far, 598 individuals 
who were identified as 
potential trouble-makers 
or likely to cause elec-
tion-related disturbanc-
es have been bound over 
under legal provisions. 
Additionally, 20 weapons 
held by individuals in 
the district have been de-
posited safely with the 
authorities in prepara-
tion for the polls. The se-
curity deployment in-
volves personnel from 
various forces, including 

the Forest Department, 
TGSAP, and ACTPC 
staff. The bandobust 
strategy includes setting 
up security forces at 
Polling Stations, Clus-
ters, Route Mobiles, 
Striking Forces, and Spe-
cial Striking Forces to 
ensure a peaceful atmos-
phere. Of  the 128 Critical 
Polling Locations (40 in 
Phase I), special party 
forces are deployed. Fur-
thermore, communica-
tion systems (VHF sets) 
have been installed in 31 
Shadow Areas (10 in 
Phase I) where regular 
communication net-
works are weak. The ove 
rall bandobust is man-
aged by three Additional 
SPs, four DSPs, 21 CIs, 
and 48 SIs, along wit h 
women staff, Home Gu 
ards, and other armed 
personnel. Strict rules 

are enforced at polling 
stations, including re-
strictions on carrying 
cell phones, water bot-
tles, ink, weapons, and 
fire-related items. Poll-
ing will be held from 7 
AM to 1 PM, and voters 
must bring their Voter 
ID and other identity 
cards. The SP warned 
that individuals posting 
inflammatory or deroga-
tory content on social 
media/WhatsApp will 
be strictly monitored, 
and outsiders must leave 
the villages after the 
campaigning period con-
cludes. He also ban ned 
victory rallies immedi-
ately after the cou nting, 
allowing them only on 
designated days with of-
ficial permission, and 
warned again st the dis-
tribution of  money, liq-
uor, or gifts.

TPN Bureau | Dec 10, 
2025, District Collector 
Rajarshi Shah conduct-
ed an inspection of  the 
distribution center set 
up for the Gram Pan-
chayat elections at the 
local Zilla Parishad 
High School in Ichoda 
Mandal, Adilabad Dis-
trict. The distribution 
center is specifically 
designed for the up-
coming ordinary Gram 
Panchayat elections. 
During his visit, the 
District Collector pro-
vided several crucial 
instructions to the Re-
turning Officers (ROs), 

Presiding Officers (PO 
s), and other employees 
participating in the 
election duties. He ad-
vised the staff  that Mas 
ter Trainers are avail-
able at the center to ad-
dress any doubts or 
queries they may have 
regarding the electoral 
process. Collector Shah 
emphasized his strong 
desire for a peaceful 
election process and 
expressed hope that the 
voting would achieve 
100% polling this time. 
He extended his sin-
cere thanks and appre-
ciation to every official 

involved in the election 
duties for their dedica-
tion and commitment. 
The inspection was at-
tended by several key 
officials, including No 
dal Officer and SC Cor-
poration Executive Di-
rector (ED) Manohar, 
Ichoda MPDOs Nagam 
Naresh and Ramarao, 
and Ichoda In-charge 
MRO Ramesh, among 
others. The visit en-
sured that all logistical 
and training arrange-
ments for the election 
distribution were in 
place before the polling 
day.

District Collector Inspects 
Election Distribution Center 

in Ichoda 🗳️

Kishan Reddy Slams 
Telangana Govt Over Arrest of 
BJP Social Media Convener 🗣️

TPN Bureau | Dec 
10, 2025, Union Minis-
ter  Kishan Reddy 
strongly condemned 
the Telangana govern-
ment on December 10, 
2025, asserting that the 
process of  suppressing 
the voice of  the opposi-
tion is continuing un-
der the current Con-
gress administration, 
just as it did under the 
previous BRS govern-
ment. the Union Minis-
ter cri ticized the gov-
ernment for condu 
cting a Global Invest-
ment Summit in Hy-
derabad while simulta-
neously claiming to 
uphold simple policies 

and rule of  law. He 
pointed out the hypoc-
risy in the arrest of  the 
BJP Telangana Social 
Media Convener late at 
night. The arrest was 
made because the gov-
ernment reportedly 
could not tolerate a 
poster that starkly hig 
hlighted the govern-
ment’s failures. Kishan 
Reddy questioned the 
state government’s ac-
tions, asking, “How do 
such on e-sided arrests 
enhance Telangana’s 
credibility?” He warn 
ed that if  potential in-
vestors perceive the 
state as being governed 
by an intolerant, dicta-

torial regime that sup-
presses dissenting 
voices, they would be 
hesitant to come for-
ward with invest -
ments. He concluded 
that the people of  Tel-
angana would not for-
give these dictatorial 
tendencies. Separately, 
N. V. Subhash, the Chi 
ef  Official Spokesper-
son for the BJP Telan-
gana State, issued a 
statement on Tuesday, 
vehemently condemn-
ing the police for the 
“unjust arrest” of  BJP 
Social Media State 
Convener Sumiran 
along with Komatraju 
and Saikiran Goud.
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Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls 
in India: An Explanatory Overview

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral rolls is a 
key initiative undertaken by 
the Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI) to ensure the accu-
racy, inclusivity, and integrity 
of  voter lists across the coun-
try. While routine electoral roll 
updates—known as summary 
revisions—are conducted an-
nually, the SIR is a far more 
comprehensive, time-bound 
exercise involving house-to-
house verification of  voters. 
Typically, it is conducted ahead 
of  major elections to eliminate 
errors, include eligible citi-
zens, and remove duplicates, 
deceased persons, and other 
ineligible entries. The process 
underscores India’s commit-
ment to democratic fairness 
and reflects the increasing em-
phasis on data-driven govern-
ance in electoral processes.

Legal and Constitutional 
Basis of SIR

The authority of  the ECI to 
conduct a Special Intensive Re-
vision is grounded in both the 
Constitution of  India and the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950. The key legal provi-
sions include:

1. Article 324: Grants 
the ECI superintendence, di-
rection, and control of  elec-
tions to Parliament and State 
Legislatures. This broad man-
date enables the Commission 
to take decisions ensuring free, 
fair, and credible elections.

2. Article 326: Guaran-
tees adult suffrage for all citi-
zens aged 18 years and above in 
elections to the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies.

3. Section 21(3) of  the 
Representation of  the People 
Act, 1950: Explicitly empowers 

the ECI to conduct a “special 
revision of  the electoral roll,” 
which forms the statutory ba-
sis for SIR.

4. Registration of  Elec-
tors Rules, 1960: Lays down 
procedural guidelines for voter 
enrolment and revision. Al-
though the term “Special In-
tensive Revision” is not explic-
itly mentioned in these rules, 
it has evolved as a distinct, 
large-scale revision methodol-
ogy combining summary up-
dates and full enumeration 
features.

This legal framework estab-
lishes both the authority and 
responsibility of  the ECI to 
conduct intensive voter verifi-
cation exercises to safeguard 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote.”
Objectives of Special 
Intensive Revision

The primary aim of  SIR is to 
maintain accuracy, inclusion, 
and legitimacy in India’s elec-
toral system. Its objectives can 
be categorized as follows:

1. Accuracy: Remove 
duplicates, deceased voters, in-
eligible entries, and incorrect 
information to ensure the roll 
reflects the real electorate.

2. Inclusion: Incorpo-
rate all eligible citizens, par-
ticularly first-time voters, mi-
g r a n t s,  a n d  p rev i o u s ly 
excluded individuals.

3. Demographic Adjust-
ment: Reflect the impact of  ur-
banization, migration, and 
newly eligible voters (18+), en-
suring rolls match contempo-
rary demographic realities.

4. Legitimacy and Pub-
lic Trust: Strengthen confi-
dence in elections by ensuring 
transparency and fairness in 

voter registration.
5. Pre-Election Prepar-

edness: Clean rolls help reduce 
litigation, streamline polling 
logistics, and facilitate smooth 
elections, including booth allo-
cation and resource planning.
Special Intensive Revision 
Process

The SIR follows a structured, 
multi-phase process designed 
to ensure thorough verifica-
tion and minimal exclusion:

1. Notification and Plan-
ning: The ECI issues a formal 
notification specifying the 
qualifying date for eligible vot-
ers. For instance, in Bihar’s 
2025 SIR, the qualifying date 
was 1 July 2025, ensuring all 
citizens turning 18 by 1 Octo-
ber 2025 were eligible.

2. House-to-House Enu-
meration: Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) visit each household 
within their assigned polling 
area. Pre-filled enumeration 
forms are distributed to exist-
ing voters, and new eligible 
residents are encouraged to 
submit their details.

3. Submission of  Docu-
ments: To strengthen verifica-
tion, voters registered after a 
previous revision cutoff  (e.g., 
January 2003 in Bihar) are re-
quired to submit proof  of  date 
and place of  birth, as well as 
parentage information. This is 
s t r i c t e r  t h a n  r o u t i n e 
procedures.

4. Verification, Addi-
tions, and Deletions: Electoral 
Registration Officers (EROs) 
scrutinize submissions, iden-
tify deceased persons, dupli-
cates, and ineligible voters for 
deletion, while simultaneously 
processing new inclusions. In 
Jaipur, for example, 741 new 
polling booths were created to 
accommodate demographic 
changes revealed by the SIR.

5. Draft Roll Publication 
and Objections: A draft elec-
toral roll is published for pub-
lic scrutiny. Citizens can raise 
objections, and a grievance re-
dressal mechanism addresses 
disputes. In the Bihar SIR, the 
Supreme Court mandated pub-
lication of  deleted names to 
maintain transparency.

6. Final Roll Constitu-
tion: After processing objec-
tions and completing verifica-
tions, the final electoral roll is 
published and frozen for the 
forthcoming election. Only 
special cases warrant later 
adjustments.
Key Features of SIR

SIR is distinguished from 
routine updates by several 
unique features:

• C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Household Focus: Unlike sum-
mary revisions, every house-
h o l d  i s  c o n t a c t e d  f o r 
verification.

• Time-Bound Execu-
tion: The process is carried out 
within a fixed schedule, espe-
c i a l l y  a h e a d  o f  m a j o r 
elections.

• Special Focus on Mar-
ginalized Groups: Emphasis is 
placed on migrants, youth, 
first-time voters, and persons 

with disabilities.
• Digital Integration: 

Tools such as SMS alerts, on-
line portals, and mobile appli-
cations facilitate efficient 
enumeration.

• Stricter Document 
Verification: Voters added 
post-last intensive revision 
must provide documentary 
proof, ensuring authenticity 
and reducing fraud.
Case Study: Bihar SIR 2025

Bihar’s 2025 SIR provides a 
practical insight into the scale 
and complexity of  such 
exercises:

• Over 8 crore voters 
w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o 
re-verification.

• Approximately 4 lakh 
volunteers and BLOs were 
mobilized.

• Voters registered af-
ter January 2003 were required 
to provide proof  of  birth and 
parentage.

• The Supreme Court 
directed public disclosure of  
deleted names, ensuring 
transparency.

• Civil society organi-
zations, such as the Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR), raised concerns regard-
ing potential exclusion due to 
s t r i c t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
requirements.

• Booth rationalization 
included creating new polling 
stations to accommodate de-
mographic changes, improv-
ing access and reducing 
crowding.

Benefits of SIR

The SIR delivers multiple ad-
vantages for India’s electoral 
system:

1. Reduces Ghost Vot-
ers: Removing duplicates and 
outdated entries improves the 
fairness and credibility of  
elections.

2. Reflects Demograph-
ic Changes: Migration, urban-
ization,  and population 
g r o w t h  a r e  a c c u r a t e l y 
represented.

3. Increases Inclusivity:
Marginalized populations, 
youth, and migrants are incor-
porated into the voter list.

4. Enhances Transpar-
ency and Trust: Citizens’ con-
fidence increases when they 
see a robust, inclusive voter 
roll.

5. Optimizes Election 
Logistics: Clean rolls help 
plan polling stations, reduce 
ballot errors, and streamline 
polling operations.

Challenges and Criticisms
Despite its benefits, SIR is 

not without challenges:
• Risk of  Disenfran-

chisement: Demanding addi-
tional documents may inad-
vertently exclude legitimate 
voters, particularly the poor, 
migrants, and marginalized 
groups.

• Timing Issues: Con-
ducting SIR immediately be-
fore elections can create confu-
sion and alle g ations of  
political bias.

• Procedural Ambigui-
ty: The term “Special Intensive 
Revision” lacks explicit men-
tion in existing rules, some-
times causing legal disputes.

• Resource Constraints:
Implementing house-to-house 
enumeration at scale requires 
substantial manpower, train-
i n g ,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
support.

• Digital Divide: Rural, 
low-literate, or remote citizens 
may struggle with online sub-
m i s s i o n s  a n d  d i g i t a l 
verification.

• Political Controversy: 
Opposition parties often raise 
concerns that SIR may be used 
to manipulate voter lists for 
electoral advantage. The Bihar 
SIR witnessed PIL challenges 
in the Supreme Court on this 
ground.
The Role of the Election 
Commission and State 
Officials

Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI)

The ECI supervises the SIR 
at a national level. Its responsi-
bilities include:

• Issuing notifications 
and schedules.

• Supervising house-to-
house verification and docu-
ment scrutiny.

• Overseeing grievance 
redressal  and final  roll 
publication.

• Ensuring inclusion 
of  all eligible voters and elimi-
nation of  errors, under its con-
stitutional authority.

Chief  Electoral Officer 
(CEO)

The CEO of  each state or un-
ion territory executes SIR lo-
cally, coordinating:

• District Election Of-
ficers, Electoral Registration 
Officers, and Booth Level 
Officers.

• Staff  training and 
mobilization of  volunteers.

• Public awareness 
campaigns.

• Data collection, moni-

toring, and reporting to the 
ECI.
SIR and Upcoming 
Elections: 2025-26 Roll 
Revision

Following Bihar’s SIR, the 
ECI has initiated the next 
phase across 12 states and Un-
ion Territories, including Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, 
and Puducherry. Key features:

• Over 51 crore voters 
will be covered.

• The process began on 
4 November 2025, with the final 
roll to be released on 7 Febru-
ary 2026.

• Voter eligibility proof  
includes 13 types of  docu-
ments, including Aadhaar 
cards—a reform introduced af-
ter Bihar’s SIR experience.

• Assam is excluded 
due to the ongoing NRC 
exercise.

• This phase represents 
one of  India’s largest voter ver-
ification drives since 2002, 
highlighting the SIR’s increas-
ing scale and technological 
integration.
Way Forward: Strengthening 
the SIR Process

To improve the effectiveness 
and fairness of  SIR, several re-
forms are suggested:

1. Clear Legal Guide-
lines: Detailed rules on time-
lines, documentation, and in-
clusion criteria can reduce 
disputes.

2. Minimal Documenta-
tion Barriers: Avoid blanket 
demands for documents unless 
j u s t i f i e d  t o  p r e v e n t 
disenfranchisement.

3. Technology Integra-
tion: Use mobile apps, GIS 
mapping, and online grievance 
portals to enhance efficiency 
and transparency.

4. Targeted Inclusion 

Measures: Special camps for 
migrants, disabled, and first-
time voters, with multilingual 
awareness campaigns.

5. Stakeholder Consul-
tation: Engagement with po-
litical parties, civil society or-
ganizations, and community 
groups ensures inclusivity.

6. Public Disclosure and 
Monitoring: Publish details of  
deletions and inclusions to re-
d u c e  f e a r s  o f  
disenfranchisement.

7. Post-Roll Audit: Sam-
ple audits to verify inclusion 
of  marginalized groups and 
c o r r e c t  e r r o r s  b e f o r e 
elections.

8. Integration with De-
limitation and Polling Station 
Rationalization: Ensure that 
constituency boundary chang-
es and new booths are accu-
rately reflected.

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion of  electoral rolls is a cor-
nerstone of  India’s democratic 
process, balancing accuracy, 
inclusivity, and transparency. 
By combining house-to-house 
verification, strict document 
checks, and modern technolo-
gy, SIR strengthens public 
trust in elections and enhanc-
es the efficiency of  polling op-
erations. However, its scale, 
timing, and procedural chal-
lenges require careful man-
agement to avoid disenfran-
c h i s e m e n t ,  l o g i s t i c a l 
dif ficulties, and political 
controversy.

With reforms emphasizing 
legal clarity, inclusivity, tech-
nology integration, and stake-
holder participation, SIR can 
ensure that India’s electoral 
rolls remain robust, credible, 
and reflective of  its diverse 
population, thereby upholding 
the principle of  “one person, 
one vote” at the heart of  its 
democracy.  
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SHAH-RAHUL CLASH DOMINATES LOKSABHA 
DEBATE ON ELECTORAL REFORMS

A heated confronta-
tion between Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Leader of  the 
Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi took centre stage in 
the Lok Sabha during a 
crucial debate on elec-
t o r a l  r e f o r m s  o n 
Wednesday. What began 
as a discussion on voter 
list revisions quickly 
spiralled into a sharp 
personal and political 
duel, marked by histori-
cal references, barbed 
accusations, and an 
eventual Opposition 
walkout.

The flashpoint arose 
when Gandhi interrupt-
ed Shah’s address and 
challenged him to de-
bate the allegations he 
had raised in recent 
press conferences re-
garding irregularities 
in electoral rolls. These 
press conferences—one 
infamously described 
by Gandhi as a “Hydro-
gen Bomb”—had ac-
cused the government 
and the Election Com-
mission of  facilitating 
“vote chori” or vote 
theft.
Shah Hits Back: 
“Parliament Will Not Run 
on Your Wishes”

Shah, visibly irritat-
ed by Gandhi’s repeat-
ed interjections, firmly 
rejected the Opposition 
leader’s challenge and 
accused him of  at-

tempting to dictate the 
flow of  Parliamentary 
proceedings.

“I have been elected to 
legislative assemblies 
and Parliament for 30 
years,” Shah said. “The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion says he wants me to 
answer this or that first. 
Let me make this very 
clear: Parliament will 
not work based on your 
wishes. I will decide the 
order in which I say 
things. He should listen 
patiently. Everything 
will be answered, but he 
cannot determine my 
speech.”

Gandhi retorted that 
Shah’s stance was “de-
fensive and fearful,” 
insisting that the min-
ister had avoided re-
sponding to why the 
government had grant-
ed immunity to Elec-
tion Commissioners 
for actions taken dur-
ing their tenure. He ac-
cused Shah of  “cherry-
picking” issues and 
sidestepping the core 
al le g ations he had 
raised publicly.

Shah refused to be 
b a i t e d ,  s ay i n g  h e 
would not respond to 
“provocations,” and 
countered that “vote 
chori” truly occurs 
w h e n  p u b l i c  m a n -
dates are violated—a 
veiled reference to 
p rev i o u s  C o n g re s s 
governments.

Shah Revives Historical 
Attacks on Nehru–Gandhi 
Family

The Home Minister 
escalated his attack by 
invoking what he de-
scribed as historical in-
stances of  “vote theft” 
involving the Nehru–
Gandhi family. Accord-
ing to him, the earliest 
such episode occurred 
during the selection of  
India’s first  Prime 
Minister.

“Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel had 28 votes from 
provincial Congress 
units, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru had only two. Yet 
Nehru ji became the 
Prime Minister,” Shah 
claimed, leading to loud 
protests from Opposi-
tion benches.

He further cited the 
1975 judgment of  the Al-
lahabad High Court that 
invalidated Indira Gan-
dhi’s election from Rae 
Bareli. “To hide this 
vote chori,” Shah al-
leged, “she brought a 
law to ensure no case 
could be filed against 
the Prime Minister. The 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion talks of  immunity 
for Election Commis-
sioners—what does he 
say about the immunity 
Indira Gandhi gave 
herself ?”

Continuing the at-
tack, Shah accused In-
dira Gandhi of  super-

seding senior judges to 
appoint a more favour-
able Chief  Justice, call-
ing it another example 
of  manipulating demo-
cratic processes.

He also repeated the 
long-standing allega-
tion that Sonia Gandhi 
had once voted before 
she became an Indian 
citizen. As Congress 
MPs objected loudly, 
Shah maintained, “I 
have merely stated a 
fact.”
The Voter List Battle and 
EVM Criticism

Shah also targeted the 
Opposition for what he 
ter med hypocritical 
criticism of  electoral 
rolls. “The voter lists 
are absolutely fine 
when you win,” he said 
mockingly. “You wear 
new clothes and take 
oath. But when you fall 
flat, like in Bihar, sud-
denly the voter list be-
comes a problem. These 
double standards will 
not fly.”He defended the 
government’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of  electoral rolls, argu-
ing that its purpose was 
to update the lists and 
remove ineligible or il-
legal entries. He ac-
cused the Opposition of  
resisting the exercise to 
“ensure illegal immi-
grants remain on voter 
lists.”

The Opposition vehe-

mently rejected this 
claim, arguing that 
their objections stem 
from a lack of  transpar-
ency in EVM architec-
ture and discrepancies 
in voter databases.
Opposition Walks Out; 
Gandhi Slams “Non-
Answers”

As Shah continued to 
s p e a k ,  O p p o s i t i o n 
MPs—led by the Con-
gress—staged a dra-
matic walkout. Outside 
Parliament, Gandhi 
told reporters that the 
Home Minister had de-
livered “a defensive 
speech” and failed to 
address any of  the sub-
stantive issues raised 
by the Opposition.

“He did not speak 
about transparent vot-
er lists, he did not clar-
ify concerns regarding 
EVM architecture, and 
he ignored the solid 
evidence we placed in 
our press conferenc-
es,” Gandhi said. “In-
stead, he indulged in 
diversions and person-
al attacks.”

The heated exchange 
underscored the wid-
ening gulf  between the 
government and the 
Opposition on electoral 
reforms—an issue like-
ly to dominate political 
d i s c o u r s e  i n  t h e 
months ahead, as the 
nation braces for up-
coming elections.

MODI-RAHUL’S MEETING TRIGGERS BUZZ; ITS ON CIC 
APPOINTMENTS

Goa Nightclub Inferno Probe Reveals 
Escape Trail, Fake SIM, Missing Luxury Cars

SUPREME COURT’S 30% WOMEN’S QUOTA FOR BAR 
COUNCILS WELCOMED, BUT COMPLIANCE FEARS LOOM

The Supreme Court’s 
landmark direction mandat-
ing 30 percent reservation 
for women in State Bar 
Councils has been widely 
welcomed as a long-awaited 
reform in the legal profes-
sion. However, despite the 
general optimism, several 
senior women advocates 
have raised concerns about 
whether State Bar Councils 
will fully comply with the 
spirit and letter of  the 
order.

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court ordered that 30 per-
cent of  the seats in every 
State Bar Council must be 
reserved for women. Of  
these, 20 percent will be 
filled through direct elec-
tions, while 10 percent may 
be filled through co-option, 
particularly where the num-
ber of  eligible candidates is 
insufficient. The Court also 
directed that councils must 
proactively submit co-option 
proposals when required.

The move is being hailed 
as a significant push toward 
gender equity in legal gov-
ernance structures, long 
criticised for being dominat-
ed by entrenched male lead-
ership. Yet, legal experts 
warn that without strict 
monitoring, the reform may 
remain symbolic.

Advocate Yogamay MG, 
one of  the petitioners, ex-
pressed cautious optimism. 
She warned that there is a 
real risk of  the directive be-
ing diluted or delayed by 
councils reluctant to change 
existing power structures. 
“Some State Bar Councils 
may try to postpone elec-
tions or introduce procedur-
al hurdles. There is a real 
risk of  delay or dilution,” 
she said.

She stressed that while the 
Bar Council of  India (BCI) 
can coordinate the imple-
mentation, its “political na-

ture and internal interests” 
may make it difficult for the 
BCI alone to ensure strict 
compliance. Yogamay sug-
gested a joint monitoring 
mechanism—with periodic 
compliance reports submit-
ted to the Supreme Court, 
and the BCI handling the ex-
ecution—to maintain uni-
formity and prevent delays 
across states.

Senior Advocate Mahalak-
shmi Pavani outlined other 
practical challenges: the 
possibility of  token co-op-
tion, the uneven distribu-
tion of  women lawyers 
across states, and potential 
resistance from entrenched 
power groups within the le-
gal community. She empha-
sised the need for “robust 
implementation” and urged 
the BCI to take proactive 
steps. “This order is a pow-
erful key; now the lock must 
be turned,” she said, ex-
pressing faith in the leader-
ship of  the BCI.

Meanwhile,  Advocate 
Pragya Baghel, Secretary of  
the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA), raised the 
issue of  social perception 
and potential backlash. 
“People may think you came 
only via reservation,” she 
said, pointing to the preju-
dices women may face even 
a f t e r  e a r n i n g  e l e c t e d 
positions.

Responding to concerns 
that reservations might in-

advertently place unpre-
pared candidates in leader-
ship roles, Dr. Charu Mathur, 
counsel for the petitioners, 
said the reform opens long-
denied doors. “Women will 
be more resilient—and at 
least the doors are now 
open,” she said.

However, Senior Advocate 
Nandini Gore, a partner at 
Karanjawala & Co and a 
prominent advocate for 
women’s welfare in the judi-
ciary, voiced a different con-
cern: the possible emer-
gence of  proxy candidates. 
She warned that powerful 
members of  the Bar may 
push their wives, daughters, 
or relatives to occupy the re-
served seats merely to re-
tain influence. “If  such a 
situation arises, it would re-
duce these elected women to 
mere puppets,” she cau-
tioned. Yet, she expressed 
hope that the profession 
would rise above such 
manipulation.

W h i l e  t h e  S u p r e m e 
Court’s order marks a trans-
formative moment, advo-
cates underline that its suc-
c e s s  l i e s  n o t  j u s t  i n 
legislation but in transpar-
ent implementation, strict 
timelines, and active moni-
toring. Whether Bar Coun-
cils will rise to the challenge 
remains an important ques-
tion for the future of  gender 
e q u i t y  i n  t h e  l e g a l 
profession.

In a significant develop-
ment in the ongoing investi-
gation into the December 6 
nightclub inferno in Goa — 
a tragedy that claimed at 
least 25 lives — authorities 
have uncovered evidence 
suggesting that two of  the 
establishment’s owners at-
tempted to flee the country 
even as rescue efforts were 
underway.

According to investiga-
tors, brothers Saurabh and 
Gaurav Luthra, co-owners 
of  Birch by Romeo Lane in 
Arpora, logged into the 
MakeMyTrip booking plat-
form at 1:17 AM on Decem-
ber 7, a time when firefight-
ers and police teams were 
still battling the blaze and 
searching for trapped vic-
tims. Records indicate the 
duo swiftly booked tickets 
and later boarded IndiGo 
flight 6E 1073 from Delhi to 
Phuket, departing at 5:30 
AM the same morning — 
less than five hours after the 
fire was first reported.

The brothers’ flight to 
Thailand has raised serious 
concerns about deliberate 
evasion. An active Interpol 
Blue Corner Notice remains 
in place to track their move-
ments abroad. Meanwhile, 
on Wednesday, the Rohini 
Court in Delhi heard a tran-
sit anticipatory bail plea 
filed by the Luthras. Their 
petition sought four weeks’ 
protection from arrest and 
interim relief  to facilitate 
their return to India without 

being taken into immediate 
custody.

While the Luthras remain 
abroad, law enforcement has 
made progress in detaining 
another co-owner. Ajay Gup-
ta, one of  the four partners 
of  the nightclub, was pro-
duced before a Delhi magis-
trate after being traced by 
Goa Police. Gupta had earli-
er been declared missing, 
prompting the issuance of  a 
Look Out Circular (LOC) 
when police failed to locate 
him at his residence. After 
undergoing a medical exam-
ination, Gupta will be trans-
ported to Goa for formal ar-
rest and questioning.

Authorities have also ex-
panded their search for a 
fourth co-owner, Surinder 
Kumar Khosla, a British na-
tional who is currently un-
der an LOC. Officials believe 
his cooperation will be cru-
cial to reconstructing the 
events leading up to the 
blaze and understanding 
discrepancies in the night-
club’s operations.

New revelations have sur-
faced regarding a mobile 
number used by the Luthra 
brothers. Investigators dis-
covered that the SIM card as-
sociated with their commu-
nications was registered in 
the name of  Ram Hari Sin-
gh, a former driver em-
ployed by the family. When 
an NDTV team visited the 
address linked to the num-
ber, Singh was absent. Later 
reached by phone, Singh 

confirmed that he worked as 
a driver for Saurabh Luthra 
for two years before being 
dismissed during the 2020 
COVID-19 lockdown. He stat-
ed he has had no contact 
with the family since then 
and had no knowledge that 
any SIM card was issued us-
ing his identity.

Further suspicions have 
arisen over the Luthras’ ve-
hicles. Sources indicate the 
brothers owned three cars 
until 2020, but by the time of  
their escape, they were be-
lieved to possess over four 
luxury cars — all of  which 
are now missing. Investiga-
tors are examining whether 
the vehicles were hidden or 
relocated deliberately prior 
to the brothers’ departure 
for Thailand.

The family’s recently con-
structed, multi-crore resi-
dence in Goa presents a sim-
ilar picture of  abandonment. 
When police entered the 
property following the fire, 
it was found completely de-
serted except for a lone dog.

As the probe deepens, au-
thorities are piecing togeth-
er what increasingly ap-
pears to be a coordinated 
effort to evade accountabili-
ty. The Goa Police, bolstered 
by central agencies, contin-
ue to pursue all leads as 
pressure mounts to bring 
the fugitives back to India 
and deliver justice to the vic-
tims of  one of  the state’s 
d e a d l i e s t  n i g h t c l u b 
tragedies.

An unusually long 
88-minute meeting be-
tween Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi on 
Thursday sparked in-
tense speculation across 
Parliament, currently 
in session for the Win-
ter sittings. The interac-
tion, originally sched-
uled to discuss the 
appointment of  a new 
Chief  Information Com-
missioner (CIC), extend-
ed well beyond the ex-
pected duration, leaving 
MPs curious about 
whether the discussion 
broadened into other 
political matters.

As per the Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act, ap-
pointments to the Cen-
t r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commission, Election 
Commission, and cer-
tain Vigilance posts are 
decided by a high-level 
committee consisting of  
the Prime Minister, one 
Union minister nomi-
nated by him, and the 
Leader of  the Opposi-
tion. For this meeting, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah was the 
nominated minister.

Rahul Gandhi arrived 
at the Prime Minister’s 
Office at 1 pm, and the 
meeting began shortly 
after at 1:07 pm. As the 
clock ticked past an 
hour, murmurs began 
spreading through both 
Houses of  Parliament. 

These selection meet-
ings are typically brief, 
usually lasting not more 
than 20 to 30 minutes.

When Gandhi exited 
the meeting after nearly 
an hour and a half, it 
was confirmed that the 
deliberations went be-
yond the CIC position. 
The committee had 
also discussed the ap-
pointments of  eight In-
for mation Commis-
s i o n e r s  a n d  o n e 
Vigilance Commission-
er — a significant num-
ber given the current 
staffing crisis within 
the Central Informa-
tion Commission.

Sources later indicat-
ed that Rahul Gandhi 
objected to all the rec-

ommended appoint-
ments, and submitted 
his objections in writ-
ing. Such objections, 
however, are not un-
precedented. Opposi-
tion representatives, in-
cluding Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Gandhi 
himself  in earlier years, 
have routinely recorded 
their dissent on grounds 
of  transparency and 
suitability.

The Central Informa-
tion Commission is cur-
rently functioning with 
severe resource short-
ages. Since the retire-
ment of  Chief  Informa-
tion Commissioner 
Hiralal Samariya on 
September 13, the CIC 
has been without a 

chief. Only two Informa-
tion Commissioners — 
Anandi Ramalingam 
and Vinod Kumar Ti-
wari — remain on duty, 
resulting in a heavy 
backlog of  cases.

According to official 
figures on the CIC web-
site, the commission is 
currently burdened 
with 30,838 pending ap-
peals and complaints, a 
number that has been 
rising steadily due to 
vacant positions. Infor-
mation Commissioners 
play a critical role in en-
forcing the RTI Act, and 
delays in hearings have 
slowed down the flow of  
information to citizens.

Under Section 12(3) 
of  the RTI Act, the com-

mittee chaired by the 
Prime Minister is re-
sponsible for recom-
mending names for ap-
pointment as the Chief  
Information Commis-
sioner and Information 
Commissioners. Once 
selected, the names are 
forwarded to the Presi-
dent for approval.

Although sources 
close to the govern-
ment maintain that the 
88-minute discussion 
stayed within the de-
fined agenda of  ap-
pointments, the unusu-
ally long meeting gave 
rise to speculation 
among MPs and ob-
servers. With Parlia-
ment witnessing heat-
ed  exchang es  over 
electoral reforms, in-
stitutional appoint-
ments, and accounta-
bility, many wondered 
whether the leaders 
also touched upon the 
ongoing controversies 
surrounding electoral 
processes.

Neither the PMO nor 
the Congress issued 
any additional com-
ment on the meeting’s 
content.

With the Winter Ses-
sion entering a critical 
phase, the prolonged 
Modi–Rahul meeting — 
coupled with Gandhi’s 
written objections — 
has added a new layer 
of  political intrigue to 
an already tense parlia-
mentary atmosphere.
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US MAY REQUIRE TOURISTS TO SUBMIT FIVE-YEAR 
SOCIAL MEDIA HISTORY UNDER NEW PROPOSAL

In a move that could sig-
nificantly reshape inter-
national travel to the Unit-
ed  States,  American 
authorities have proposed 
requiring tourists from 
dozens of  countries—in-
cluding the UK—to submit 
five years’ worth of  social 
media history as a condi-
tion for entry. The propos-
al, unveiled by US Cus-
t o m s  a n d  B o r d e r 
Protection (CBP) and the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security (DHS), would ap-
ply to travellers eligible 
for visa-free entry under 
the Electronic System for 
Travel  Authorization 
(ESTA).

The measure comes as 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration intensifies 
efforts to tighten US bor-
ders, citing national secu-
rity concerns. Analysts, 
however, caution that the 
plan could create new bar-
riers for visitors, raise pri-
vacy concerns, and poten-
tially harm travellers’ 
digital rights.

Under the proposal, 
ESTA applicants would be 
required to disclose social 
media identifiers used 
over the past five years. 
Additional information 
requested would include 
telephone numbers used 
over the last five years, 
email addresses used over 
the last ten years, and ex-

panded details about fam-
ily members. The proposal 
did not specify which plat-
forms or additional ac-
count information travel-
l e r s  m i g h t  n e e d  t o 
provide.

Currently, the ESTA re-
quires limited biographi-
cal data and a $40 fee, al-
lowing multiple entries 
into the US over a two-year 
period. The programme is 
available to citizens of  ap-
proximately 40 nations, in-
cluding the UK, Ireland, 
F r a n c e,  J a p a n ,  a n d 
Australia.

The policy shift  is 
framed in reference to a 
January executive order 
titled “Protecting the Unit-
ed States From Foreign 
Terrorists and Other Na-

tional Security and Public 
Safety Threats.” The 
Trump administration 
has already implemented 
similar social media dis-
closure requirements for 
applicants seeking stu-
dent visas and H1B visas 
for skilled workers.

A State Department of-
ficial defended the expand-
ed scrutiny, stating that 
Americans expect their 
government to “make eve-
ry effort to make our coun-
try safer.” Visa-screening 
officers have been in-
structed to identify indi-
viduals who may support 
d e s i g n at e d  t e r ro r i s t 
groups or engage in un-
lawful extremist activity.

The proposed change 
comes at a time when the 

United States anticipates a 
surge in international vis-
itors for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup—co-hosted 
with Mexico and Cana-
da—and the 2028 Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles. 
Yet experts warn the new 
requirements could slow 
ESTA approvals and dis-
courage travel.

Sophia Cope of  the Elec-
tronic Frontier Founda-
tion criticised the plan, 
arguing it could “exacer-
bate civil liberties harms” 
and create disproportion-
ate risks for travellers 
with politically sensitive 
online histories. Immigra-
tion law firm Fragomen 
cautioned that the propos-
al may lead to increased 
processing times and ad-

ministrative burdens.
The measure also fol-

lows a broader tightening 
of  US immigration and 
travel controls. Officials 
have recently signaled 
that the current travel ban 
affecting 19 countries 
across Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Caribbean 
may be expanded. That an-
nouncement came shortly 
after a shooting incident 
in Washington DC in 
which an Afghan national 
w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a 
suspect.

Travel industry analysts 
say such policies have al-
ready dampened tourism. 
According to the World 
Travel & Tourism Council, 
the US is the only econo-
my among 184 surveyed 
expected to witness a de-
cline in international visi-
tor spending in 2025. Fall-
out from trade tensions 
has also been felt, with 
many Canadians boycott-
ing US travel in protest of  
Trump-era tariffs. October 
marked the tenth consecu-
tive month of  declining 
Canadian travel to the US; 
historically, Canadians 
have accounted for nearly 
a quarter of  all foreign 
visitors, spending over $20 
billion annually.

The proposal will re-
main open for public com-
ment for 60 days before a 
decision is finalised.

María Corina Machado’s Daughter 
Accepts Nobel Peace Prize Amid Secrecy 
Over Opposition Leader’s Whereabouts
Amid intense speculation and un-

certainty, the daughter of  Venezuelan 
opposition leader María Corina 
Machado accepted the 2024 Nobel 
Peace Prize on her mother’s behalf  
during a deeply emotional ceremony 
in Oslo on Wednesday. Machado, who 
has spent the past two years in hiding 
following Venezuela’s disputed 2024 
presidential election, was unable to at-
tend despite earlier indications she 
would travel to Norway.

Machado was honoured for “her 
struggle to achieve a just and peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democ-
racy” in Venezuela. The Nobel Insti-
tute confirmed she is “safe” and ex-
pected to arrive in Oslo later on 
Wednesday night or early Thursday 
morning—too late to participate in the 
ceremony.

Her daughter, Ana Corina Sosa, de-
livered a powerful speech to a packed 
hall that included members of  Nor-
way’s royal family. At the start of  her 
address, Sosa reflected on the personal 
toll of  her mother’s absence, describ-
ing the pain of  not having seen her for 
two years. “As I wait for the moment to 
hug her, to kiss her, to embrace her… 
I think of  the other daughters and 
sons who do not get to see their moth-
ers,” she said, her voice breaking.

Sosa then read the Nobel lecture 
written by Machado, who has re-
mained a symbol of  defiance in the 
face of  Nicolás Maduro’s government. 
The speech expressed profound hope 
for Venezuela’s future. “Venezuelans 
will hug again. Fall in love again. Hear 
our streets fill with laughter and mu-
sic,” Sosa read. “All the simple joys the 
world takes for granted will be ours… 
Because in the end, our journey to-
wards freedom has always lived inside 
us. We are returning to ourselves. We 
are returning home.”

The audience responded with a 
standing ovation, reflecting the global 
solidarity Machado’s struggle has 
inspired.

Machado has been in hiding since 
July 2024, when she rejected the re-
sults of  Venezuela’s presidential elec-
tion—an election widely condemned 

as fraudulent both domestically and 
internationally. After Maduro claimed 
victory, nationwide protests erupted, 
resulting in the arrest of  around 2,000 
people, including many from Macha-
do’s opposition coalition. Facing the 
threat of  detainment herself, Macha-
do disappeared from public view but 
continued to give interviews and 
share messages online, urging her 
supporters not to give up.

Her last public appearance was in 
January, when she spoke at a rally de-
nouncing Maduro’s swearing-in for a 
third term. Her family—including two 
of  her children and her mother—are 
already in Oslo, anxiously awaiting 
reunion after years of  forced 
separation.

Speculation about her ability to at-
tend the Nobel ceremony had intensi-
fied in recent months, especially amid 
reports that she faced a travel ban. In 
an audio recording shared by the No-
bel Institute prior to the ceremony, 
Machado declared: “I will be in Oslo, I 
am on my way.” But the secrecy sur-
rounding her movements remained 
absolute. Nobel officials admitted they 
had no information about her precise 
whereabouts earlier in the day.

How Machado managed to leave her 
hiding place and travel toward Europe 
also remains unknown. Her support-
ers hope that her eventual arrival in 
Oslo will mark the beginning of  re-
newed international pressure on the 
Maduro government.

For now, her Nobel Prize—accepted 
by her daughter—has injected fresh 
momentum into Venezuela’s pro-de-
mocracy movement and reminded the 
world of  the personal cost borne by 
those resisting authoritarian rule.

Australia Enforces World’s Strictest Social Media Ban for Children Under 16

Australia’s unprecedent-
ed social media ban for 
children officially came 
into force on Wednesday, 
leaving many teenagers 
waking up to find their ac-
counts disabled—while 
others boast they have al-
ready slipped past the new 
restrictions. The world-
first law requires plat-
forms including Meta, Tik-
Tok and YouTube to take 
“reasonable steps” to en-
sure no Australian under 
the age of  16 can hold an 
account, even with paren-
tal consent.

The Albanese govern-
ment argues the sweeping 
ban is essential to shield 

young people from harm-
ful content, predatory al-
gorithms and escalating 
online risks. Supporters 
say the policy marks a his-
toric moment in global on-
line safety reform. Critics 
warn it is unworkable, eas-
ily bypassed and could iso-
late vulnerable teenagers 
who rely on digital spaces 
for support.

Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese, calling the 
day “one of  the proudest 
of  my leadership”, said 
Australia was leading a 
global movement to rein in 
tech giants. “This is Aus-
tralia showing enough is 
enough,” he declared, 

flanked by parents, advo-
cates and media figures 
who helped champion the 
reform. “I think this will 
stand alongside the other 
great reforms Australia 
has led the world on.”

Countries from Den-
mark and Malaysia to 
Greece, Singapore and 
Brazil are monitoring the 
Australian rollout closely, 
as governments worldwide 
debate how to curb online 
harms without cutting off  
digital access.

Under the new law, ten 
major platforms—among 
them Facebook, Insta-
gram, TikTok, X, YouTube 
and Snapchat—are the 

first to fall under manda-
tory age restrictions. Oth-
ers have been warned they 
will be added soon. Social 
media firms, not parents 
or children, face liability, 
with fines reaching up to 
A$49.5 million (US$33 mil-
lion) for serious breaches.

Online Safety Commis-
sioner Julie Inman Grant 
said compliance checks be-
gin Thursday. “Tomorrow, 
I will issue information 
notices to the 10 major 
platforms,” she said, add-
ing that preliminary find-
ings on how platforms are 
implementing age limits 
will be published before 
Christmas.

Across Australia, there 
is widespread agreement 
that social media giants 
have failed to protect chil-
dren from harmful con-
tent, cyberbullying and ex-
ploitation. Supporters of  
the ban include parents, 
clinicians and students 
like 12-year-old Tasmanian 
schoolgirl Florence “Flos-
sie” Brodribb, who said 
the ban would give chil-
dren a healthier environ-
ment. “Our brains are go-
ing through one of  the 
biggest rewiring periods 

of  our lives… Social media 
is designed to take advan-
tage of  that,” she said. 
“Young people deserve 
better.”

But among teenagers, 
the reaction is far more 
negative. Many argue the 
ban removes their prima-
ry means of  connection, 
especially for those who 
are LGBTQ+, neurodiver-
gent or living in remote 
areas.

“My closest friend is 
30km away, and the next is 
over 100km,” said 15-year-
old Breanna. “When our 
Snapchat is taken away, so 
is our communication.”

Experts also warn the 
policy may push teenagers 
towards riskier online 
spaces or incentivise them 
to bypass age checks 
through VPNs, fake IDs or 
alter native platfor ms. 
Some parents say educa-
tion and better moderation 
would have been more 
effective.

Sydney father-of-two Ian 
expressed the ambivalence 
felt  by many adults: 
“There’s a good idea be-
hind it… But is this the 
right way to go about it? 
I’m not sure.”

European Sperm Donor With Hidden Cancer Gene Mutation 
Fathered Nearly 200 Children, Investigation Reveals

South Korea has lodged formal com-
plaints with the Chinese and Russian 
defence attaches in Seoul after war-
planes from both countries briefly en-
tered its Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ) on Tuesday. The incur-
sion involved seven Russian and two 
Chinese military aircraft, prompting 
Seoul to scramble fighter jets as a pre-
caution, though the planes did not vio-
late South Korea’s sovereign airspace, 
officials said.

According to South Korea’s Minis-
try of  Defence, its jets were deployed 
to “take tactical measures in prepara-
tion for any emergencies” after the 
foreign aircraft entered the zone. 
While some countries require foreign 
planes to identify themselves in their 
ADIZ, these zones are not considered 
sovereign airspace under internation-
al law.

The Russian aircraft entered the 
ADIZ near Ulleung Island and Dokdo, 
while the Chinese planes approached 
near Ieodo, a submerged rock off  the 
South Korean island of  Jeju, accord-
ing to a Joint Chiefs of  Staff  official 
cited by South Korean media. Both 
sets of  aircraft later regrouped near 
Japan’s Tsushima Island.

“Our military will actively respond 
to aircraft activities from neighbour-
ing countries in the Kadiz in compli-
ance with international law,” South 
Korea’s defence ministry said on 
Wednesday when lodging the 
complaints.

The incident comes amid ongoing 
tensions over territorial claims in the 
region. Both South Korea and Japan 
claim sovereignty over Dokdo, while 
Ieodo is a point of  contention between 
Seoul and Beijing. These islands have 
repeatedly been flashpoints for diplo-
matic and military friction, particu-
larly as nations establish overlapping 
ADIZs.

China confirmed the deployment, 
describing it as part of  a joint patrol 
with Russia in the East China Sea and 

Western Pacific airspace. A national 
defence spokesman in Beijing said the 
exercise was part of  an “annual coop-
eration plan” between Moscow and 
Beijing to address regional challenges 
and maintain regional peace and 
stability.”

Such ADIZ incursions are not un-
precedented. Since 2019, both Chinese 
and Russian military aircraft have en-
tered South Korea’s ADIZ without pri-
or notification, often during joint ex-
ercises. Russia has consistently stated 
that it does not recognize South Ko-
rea’s ADIZ, describing it as unilater-
ally established and asserting that it 
does not create legal obligations for 
other nations.

In March this year, South Korea also 
deployed fighter jets after several Rus-
sian aircraft flew into the ADIZ near 
Dokdo and Ulleung Island, highlight-
ing the recurrent nature of  these air-
space tensions.

The issue underscores broader se-
curity challenges in Northeast Asia, 
where overlapping ADIZs and territo-
rial disputes have become a feature of  
regional geopolitics. South Korea 
maintains that while foreign aircraft 
can traverse the ADIZ, notification 
and identification procedures are es-
s e n t i a l  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g 
miscalculations.

Experts say such patrols by Russia 
and China serve multiple purposes: 
demonstrating military presence, test-
ing South Korea’s response, and sign-
aling regional influence in the East 
China Sea and Western Pacific. With 
both nations increasingly cooperating 
on joint exercises, Seoul has stressed 
vigilance, while urging adherence to 
inter national  nor ms to avoid 
escalation.

The Ministry of  Defence empha-
sized that South Korea’s responses re-
main defensive, and that the country 
is committed to monitoring and regu-
lating its ADIZ in accordance with in-
ternational law.

South Korea Protests After Chinese and 
Russian Warplanes Enter Its Air Defence Zone

Tensions flared once 
again along the Thailand-
Cambodia border on Mon-
day, forcing thousands of  
residents on both sides to 
evacuate as fresh clashes 
left at least five people 
dead. Both nations have 
blamed each other for ini-
tiating the violence, mark-
ing the most serious con-
f r o n t a t i o n  s i n c e  a 
ceasefire agreement was 
reached in July.

Thailand’s Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvira-
kul stressed that his coun-
t r y  “ n e v e r  w a n t e d 
violence” but pledged to 
use “necessary means to 
preserve its sovereignty.” 
Meanwhile, Cambodia’s 
former leader Hun Sen ac-
cused Thai “invaders” of  
provoking retaliation. 
Since May, rising tensions 
between the neighbours 
have claimed over 40 lives, 
disrupted daily life, and 
prompted import bans 
and travel restrictions.

The Thai army reported 
responding to Cambodian 
fire in Ubon Ratchathani 
Province, including air 
strikes along the disputed 
border. Cambodia’s De-

fence ministry, however, 
asserted that Thai forces 
initiated the attack in 
Preah Vihear province. 
The Monday fighting re-
portedly killed at least one 
Thai soldier and four 
Cambodian civilians, leav-
ing about a dozen others 
wounded.

Beyond the immediate 
casualties, the border 
clashes have taken a 
heavy toll on children liv-
ing in affected areas. Thai 
teacher Siksaka Pongsu-
wan highlighted the hid-
den victims of  the con-
flict :  children whose 
education and daily rou-
tines are repeatedly inter-
rupted. Nearly 650 schools 
across five Thai provinces 
were ordered to close on 
Monday for safety rea-
sons, while chaotic scenes 
were also reported at 
schools in Cambodian 
border provinces as par-
ents rushed to take their 
children home.

This is not the first dis-
ruption for children in the 
region. In July, during 
critical examinations, five 
days of  intense fighting 
forced schools to shift to 

online classes, a solution 
that was not accessible to 
all students due to limited 
internet access and inad-
equate distribution of  dig-
ital devices. Social media 
posts from Cambodian 
journalist Mech Dara de-
picted children fleeing 
schools and eating meals 
in underground bunkers, 
highlighting the profound 
psychological impact of  
the ongoing conflict.

Pongsuwan described 
the dilemma faced by local 
residents: whether to stay 
in their villages amid in-
ter mittent gunfire or 
evacuate in search of  safe-
ty, knowing that either 
choice carries risk. “If  
you ask whether we’re 
scared,  yes we are… 
Should we leave? Will it 
really be safer? Or should 
we stay?” he said.

The current flare-up is 
part of  a century-old ter-
ritorial dispute over an 
800-kilometer border that 
has roots dating back to 
the French colonial period 
in Cambodia. The conflict 
escalated in July when 
C a m b o d i a n  f o r c e s 
launched a rocket barrage 

into Thailand, prompting 
Thai air strikes. Follow-
ing days of  fighting, the 
countries agreed to an 
“immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire,” bro-
kered by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

In October, a formal 
ceasefire ceremony was 
held in Malaysia, with for-
mer U.S. President Donald 
Trump present, where he 
hailed the agreement as a 
historic achievement. 
However, just two weeks 
later, Thailand suspended 
parts of  the agreement af-
ter two of  its soldiers were 
injured by a landmine 
near the border. Cambo-

dia maintains that it re-
mains committed to the 
ceasefire, while the cycle 
of  violence continues to 
threaten lives and disrupt 
communities along the 
contested border.

As the latest clashes 
demonstrate, resolving 
the long-standing border 
dispute remains a com-
plex challenge, with civil-
ians — particularly chil-
dren — bearing the brunt 
of  the conflict. The situa-
tion underscores the ur-
gent need for renewed dia-
l o g u e  a n d  r o b u s t 
mechanisms to protect 
vulnerable populations 
amid ongoing tensions.



09 www.truepointnews.com

ECONOMY
HYDERABAD, THURSDAY, DECEMBER, 11.12.2025

Adani Green Sees Rs 2,778 Crore Block Deal; 
Institutional Investors Scoop Up Shares

Mumbai: Adani Green 
Energy witnessed a signif-
icant block deal worth Rs 
2,778 crore on Wednesday, 
executed at Rs 970 per 
share, marking one of  the 
largest secondary transac-
tions in the renewable en-
erg y sector  in  recent 
months. The shares were 
sold by TotalEnergies Re-
newables, which offloaded 
approximately 2.86 crore 
shares.

The entire block was ab-
sorbed by a diverse mix of  
institutional investors, 

mutual funds, family of-
fices, and high-net-worth 
individuals, reflecting sus-
tained investor interest in 
the Indian renewable en-
ergy space.

Among the major buy-
ers, Quant Mutual Fund 
emerged as the largest 
purchaser, acquiring 1.23 
crore shares. Other nota-
ble buyers included BNP 
Paribas Financial Mar-
kets, which picked up 15.49 
lakh shares, Vanguard 
Emerging Markets Index 
Fund with 10 .18  lakh 

shares, and Edelweiss Mu-
tual Fund, which added 
10.30 lakh shares to its 
portfolio.

The deal underscores 
the strong institutional ap-
petite for renewable ener-
gy companies, particular-
ly  t h o s e  w i t h  ro bu s t 
project pipelines and in-
ter national  collabora-
tions. Adani Green, a key 
player in India’s renewa-
ble energy sector, has been 
expanding rapidly, with an 
emphasis on solar and 
w i n d  p ow e r  p r o j e c t s 

across the country.
Market analysts noted 

that the transaction re-
flects confidence in Adani 
Green’s long-term growth 
prospects despite broader 
market volatility. “The ab-
sor ption of  this large 
block by high-quality in-
stitutional investors is a 
positive signal for the sec-
tor,” said Anil Kumar, eq-
uity analyst at Prudent 
Capital. “It indicates that 
funds are willing to back 
renewable energy leaders 
that have strong execution 
capabilities and stable 
cash flows.”

TotalEnergies’ decision 
to sell the stake is seen as 
part of  its strategic portfo-
lio management, allowing 
the firm to reallocate capi-
tal to other international 
energy projects while still 
maintaining a long-term 
partnership with Adani 
Green. The French energy 
major had been a share-
holder in Adani Green as 
part of  its global renewa-
ble energy investments.

The deal comes amid a 
broader surge in institu-
tional participation in In-
dia’s renewable energy 
sector, driven by favorable 
government policies, in-
creasing demand for green 
energy, and the country’s 
ambitious net-zero targets 
by 2070. Mutual funds and 

global investors have been 
actively seeking exposure 
to Indian renewable ener-
gy companies, attracted by 
policy stability, strong 
g rowth potential ,  and 
long-term contracts.

Shares of  Adani Green 
reacted positively in the 
early trade on Wednesday, 
reflecting investor confi-
dence following the block 
deal. Market participants 
noted that liquidity from 
such large block deals can 
improve the stock’s trad-
ing profile and attract fur-
t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
attention.

With this transaction, 
Adani Green strengthens 
its position in the market 
as one of  India’s leading 
renewable energy compa-
nies, backed by both do-
mestic and international 
institutional investors. 
Analysts believe contin-
ued strategic partnerships 
and robust project execu-
tion could further enhance 
shareholder value in the 
medium to long term.

As India accelerates its 
transition toward renewa-
ble energy, block deals like 
this highlight the increas-
ing role of  institutional 
investors in supporting 
sustainable infrastructure 
while participating in one 
of  the fastest-growing sec-
tors of  the economy.

Federal Reserve Set for Third Rate Cut, But Future 
Moves Uncertain Amid Division

Washington, D.C.: Feder-
al Reserve officials are 
widely expected to imple-
ment a third consecutive 
i n t e r e s t - r a t e  c u t  o n 
Wednesday, but signs point 
to this potentially being the 
last reduction for the near 
term. The US central bank 
faces internal divisions 
over the trajectory of  mon-
etary policy, driven by lin-
gering inflation concerns 
and the risks of  over-stim-
ulating the economy.

Over the past 15 months, 
the Fed has cut its bench-
mark interest rate by a cu-
mulative 1.5 percentage 
points, with two reductions 
coming this autumn alone. 
While these cuts were de-
signed to support economic 
activity amid slowing 
growth, officials now cau-
tion that further reduc-
tions could push rates be-
low a neutral level—the 
point at which monetary 
policy neither accelerates 
nor restrains economic 
expansion.

Several Fed policymak-
ers have expressed the view 
that current rates are al-
ready close to neutral, rais-
ing concerns that addition-
al cuts could overheat the 

economy or exacerbate in-
flationary pressures. These 
differences are expected to 
produce a split decision at 
Wednesday’s meeting, with 
analysts predicting as 
many as three dissents in 
favor of  holding rates 
steady.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
faces the delicate task of  
forging consensus among 
officials with opposing per-
spectives. Some members 
of  the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) believe 
the Fed remains slightly re-
strictive, while others see 
current policy as appropri-
ately balanced. This divide 
is likely to make any clear 
forward guidance challeng-
ing, with Powell hesitant to 
signal further moves early 
next year.

Compounding the chal-
lenge is the absence of  
fresh economic data, a re-
sult of  the recent govern-
ment shutdown that lasted 
throughout October and 
much of  November. Key 
statistics, including No-
vember labor market fig-
ures and inflation data, will 
not be released until De-
cember 16 and 18, respec-
tively. Policymakers will 

need to make decisions in 
the absence of  current 
data, relying on older met-
rics and projections to 
guide policy.

“This leaves the Fed in 
this position of  having to 
walk a fine line,” said Di-
ane Swonk, chief  econo-
mist at KPMG. “They need 
to support the economy 
without overstimulating it, 
and the lack of  timely data 
makes that an even more 
delicate balancing act.”

Investors are watching 
closely, as the Fed’s deci-
sions have global ramifica-
tions, influencing currency 
markets, bond yields, and 
international capital flows. 
The prospect of  a rate 

pause after Wednesday’s 
meeting could affect expec-
tations for the US dollar 
and impact emerging mar-
kets that rely on dollar-de-
nominated capital.

Economists note that 
while a third cut is expect-
ed, any commitment to fu-
ture reductions will likely 
be conditional on incoming 
economic data. Inflation 
trends, consumer spend-
ing, and employment fig-
ures will play a decisive 
role in shaping the Fed’s 
approach in early 2026.

Powell’s public state-
ments following the meet-
ing are anticipated to em-
phasize flexibility and 
caution, underscoring the 

Fed’s focus on navigating a 
divided committee and a 
complex economic land-
scape. Market participants 
will also scrutinize the up-
dated economic projections 
and the committee’s “dot 
plot” forecasts, which indi-
cate individual policymak-
ers’ expectations for future 
rate movements.

With inflation still above 
the Fed’s target and eco-
nomic growth showing 
signs of  moderation, offi-
cials are expected to main-
tain a data-dependent ap-
proach, signaling that any 
further easing will be 
measured and contingent 
on evidence of  slowing eco-
nomic momentum.

Sensex Falls 275 Points; Meesho Debut 
Soars 53% Amid Market Volatility

Mumbai: The Indian stock mar-
ket witnessed a broad-based de-
cline on Wednesday, with the S&P 
BSE Sensex dropping 275 points 
(0.32%) to close at 84,391.27, while 
the NSE Nifty 50 slipped 82 points 
(0.32%), ending at 25,758. This 
marks the third consecutive ses-
sion of  losses, with both bench-
mark indices down roughly 1.6% 
over the past three trading ses-
sions amid sustained foreign fund 
outflows and global economic 
uncertainties.

On the 30-share Sensex, Eter-
nal, Trent, Bharti Airtel, Infosys, 
and Tech Mahindra emerged as 
the biggest laggards, shedding be-
tween 1% and 3%. Financial 
stocks, which form the backbone 
of  the index, declined 0.5%, while 
the IT sector witnessed a sharper 
fall of  0.9%. The selling extended 
to the broader market, with small-
cap and mid-cap indices retreat-
ing 0.9% and 1.1%, respectively, 
reflecting cautious investor 
sentiment.

Among sectoral movers, Inter-
Globe Aviation, the operator of  
IndiGo, tumbled 3.3% after the 
government instructed the airline 
to trim 10% of  its scheduled 
flights, following over 2,000 can-
cellations last week due to opera-
tional disruptions. The directive 
weighed on aviation stocks, which 
have been under scrutiny for ser-
vice reliability issues.

On the flip side, newly listed 
Meesho made a sensational mar-
ket debut, surging 53% above its 
offer price. The e-commerce com-
pany’s asset-light, zero-commis-
sion marketplace model was well-
received by investors, underlining 
strong demand for growth-orient-
ed technology stocks in India de-

spite broader market weakness.
Market participants are also 

keeping a close eye on global cues, 
particularly the ongoing Federal 
Reserve meeting in the United 
States. While the Fed is widely ex-
pected to cut interest rates, ana-
lysts caution that policymakers 
remain divided on the path for-
w a r d ,  a d d i n g  t o  m a rk e t 
uncertainty.
Global markets presented a 
mixed picture on Wednesday:

• Stoxx Europe 600 fell 
0.2% as of  9:30 a.m. London time.

• S&P 500, Nasdaq 100, and 
Dow Jones futures were largely 
unchanged.

• MSCI Asia Pacific Index 
rose 0.2%, while MSCI Emerging 
Markets Index gained 0.3%, sign-
aling selective optimism in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Analysts noted that continued 
foreign portfolio outflows, coupled 
with concerns over a potential 
U.S.-India trade deal, have kept do-
mestic markets on edge. “Inves-
tors remain cautious ahead of  the 
Fed decision and are closely moni-
toring global economic signals. 
Mid- and small-cap stocks are par-
ticularly sensitive to external 
shocks,” said Ramesh Iyer, Senior 
Analyst at Axis Securities.

Overall, the market displayed a 
risk-off  sentiment, with investors 
preferring to lock in profits in 
high-flying IT and consumer 
stocks while allocating selectively 
to growth-oriented IPOs like Mee-
sho. With global cues remaining 
uncertain and domestic head-
winds such as foreign outflows 
and policy developments, analysts 
expect volatility to persist in the 
near term.

Jio Financial and BlackRock Pump Rs 229 Crore Each Into 
Digital Asset Management JV

Mumbai: Jio Financial 
Services and BlackRock, 
the world’s largest asset 
manager, have jointly in-
fused a total of  Rs 458 crore 
into their 50:50 partnership, 
Jio BlackRock Asset Man-
agement, as the two compa-
nies step up efforts to estab-
lish a leading digital-first 
asset management platform 
in India.

Both partners subscribed 
to 22.9 crore shares each at 
a face value of  Rs 10 per 
share, amounting to Rs 229 
crore per entity through a 
rights issue. The capital in-
fusion will primarily sup-

port the joint venture’s 
business expansion, opera-
tional scaling, and technol-
ogy-driven initiatives, posi-
tioning it  to  compete 
aggressively in the fast-
growing Indian mutual 
fund and investment man-
agement sector.

The JV, formed in early 
2024, is part of  Jio Finan-
cial’s broader ambition to 
leverage its digital ecosys-
tem—which spans telecom, 
payments, and fintech ser-
vices—to create a seamless 
platform for financial ser-
vices. With BlackRock’s 
global expertise in asset 

management, the partner-
ship aims to provide Indian 
investors with a mix of  in-
ter national investment 
products and locally tai-
lored solutions.

The infusion is also ex-
pected to help the JV accel-
erate product development, 
enhance distribution chan-
nels, and strengthen its dig-
ital infrastructure to serve 
retail and institutional cli-
ents efficiently. The focus 
will be on making invest-
ment management accessi-
ble, transparent, and cost-
effective, leveraging Jio’s 
vast customer base and dig-

ital touchpoints.
Speaking on the capital 

raise, a spokesperson for 
Jio Financial said: “This 
infusion reflects our com-
mitment to building one of  
India’s most ambitious dig-
ital-first asset management 
platfor ms. With Black-
Rock’s deep global experi-
ence and our digital capa-
b i l i t i e s ,  w e  a r e 
well-positioned to offer in-
novative investment solu-
tions to millions of  Indian 
investors.”

From BlackRock’s side, 
the firm emphasized that 
the partnership with Jio is 
a strategic move to tap into 
India’s rapidly growing fi-
nancial services market, 
which is expected to wit-
ness exponential growth 
over the next decade. “We 
see significant potential in 
India’s retail and institu-
tional investor segments, 
and this JV allows us to 
combine BlackRock’s in-
vestment expertise with 
Jio’s digital reach,” the 
firm said.

The Indian asset manage-
ment sector has been expe-

riencing strong inflows, 
driven by growing retail 
participation, rising finan-
cial literacy, and the adop-
tion of  digital platforms. 
Analysts note that digital-
first platforms are gaining 
an edge by offering conveni-
ence, low costs, and person-
alized investment options, 
making the Jio-BlackRock 
venture a potentially formi-
dable player.

This capital infusion 
marks a major milestone 
for the JV, enabling it to ac-
celerate its roadmap and 
compete with established 
asset managers in India. By 
leveraging digital innova-
tions and global investment 
strategies, Jio BlackRock 
Asset  Management  is 
poised to redefine how Indi-
ans invest, making wealth 
creation more accessible 
and technology-driven.

With this latest funding 
round, the JV signals its 
readiness to scale rapidly, 
expand its offerings, and 
set the stage for long-term 
growth in India’s booming 
a s s e t  m a n a g e m e n t 
landscape.

DGCA Sets Up 8-Member Oversight Team to 
Monitor IndiGo Amid Crew Shortage Crisis

New Delhi: The Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
has intensified scrutiny on Indi-
Go, India’s largest airline, by es-
tablishing an eight-member over-
sight team to closely monitor 
operations, following a surge in 
flight cancellations due to crew 
shortages.

The move comes after IndiGo, 
controlled by Rahul Bhatia, faced 
significant operational disrup-
tions, with hundreds of  flights 
delayed or canceled over the past 
week. Aviation safety regulators 
noted that crew unavailability 
had a cascading effect on the air-
line’s schedule, affecting passen-
gers and prompting safety 
concerns.

According to the DGCA order 
issued on Wednesday, the over-
sight team will comprise a Depu-
ty Chief  Flight Operations In-
spector, senior Flight Operations 
Inspectors (FOIs), and two addi-
tional FOIs. Of  these, two mem-
bers will be stationed at IndiGo’s 
corporate office daily to monitor 
critical operational metrics and 
ensure that the airline addresses 
staffing and scheduling challeng-
es efficiently.

The team’s mandate is compre-
hensive. They are tasked with re-
viewing IndiGo’s total fleet, aver-
age stage length (distance 
traveled by an aircraft on one 
leg), pilot strength, network cov-
erage, crew utilization in hours, 
and crew under training. Addi-
tionally, the oversight team will 
track flights per day, unplanned 
leave, total sectors affected due to 
crew shortages, and the availabil-
ity of  cockpit and cabin crew on 
standby at each base.

The DGCA’s intervention sig-
nals growing regulatory concern 
about IndiGo’s operational resil-
ience, especially during peak 
travel periods. “The aim is to en-

sure that flight safety and passen-
ger service standards are main-
tained while addressing systemic 
crew management issues,” the 
order stated.

IndiGo has seen rapid expan-
sion in recent years, emerging as 
the dominant carrier in India’s 
domestic aviation sector. Howev-
er, the airline has also faced chal-
lenges in retaining pilots and 
crew amid aggressive hiring and 
rising industry demand, leading 
to sporadic cancellations and op-
erational bottlenecks.

Industry experts believe that 
the DGCA’s oversight is a proac-
tive step to prevent escalation of  
disruptions, particularly as the 
airline prepares for the busy holi-
day season. The regulators’ pres-
ence at the corporate office will 
allow real-time monitoring of  
crew deployment and operation-
al compliance, ensuring that any 
shortfall in resources is promptly 
addressed.

Passengers have already ex-
pressed frustration over delays 
and cancellations, and analysts 
say continued disruption could 
impact IndiGo’s brand reputa-
tion and financial performance, 
especially given competition 
from other carriers in the 
market.

The DGCA has emphasized 
that safety remains the top prior-
ity and that oversight is meant to 
strengthen operational planning, 
not penalize the airline. The reg-
ulators will continue to monitor 
developments and may take fur-
ther measures if  systemic issues 
persist.

With this intervention, IndiGo 
will be under unprecedented reg-
ulatory supervision, highlight-
ing the challenges of  balancing 
rapid expansion with operational 
reliability in India’s fast-growing 
aviation sector.
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Realme Narzo 90 Series to Launch in India in Third 
Week of December; Key Specifications Confirmed

Realme is gearing up 
to expand its Narzo 
smartphone lineup in In-
dia with the launch of  
the Narzo 90 5G and Nar-
zo 90x 5G in the third 
week of  December. The 
company has already be-
gun teasing the design 
of  both smartphones, 
and ahead of  the official 
launch, a dedicated mi-
crosite on Amazon has 
now confirmed several 
major specifications and 
features of  the upcom-
ing models. The Narzo 90 
series will be available 
for purchase exclusively 
via Amazon.

One of  the biggest 
highlights of  the new se-
ries is the introduction 
of  a massive 7,000mAh 
‘Titan Battery’ on both 
handsets. Realme claims 
that the new battery de-
sign delivers superior 
durability along with ex-
tended backup, making 
the Narzo 90 lineup one 
of  the  most  power-
packed offerings in its 
segment. Both phones 
will also support 60W 
wired fast charging, en-
suring quick top-ups. 
However, the standard 
Narzo 90 5G model will 

go a step further with ad-
ditional features such as 
bypass charging and 
wired reverse charging, 
allowing users to charge 
other devices directly 
from the phone.

The Narzo 90 5G also 
appears to be positioned 
as the more rugged vari-
ant, boasting IP66, IP68, 
and IP69 ratings for dust 
and water resistance—
an uncommon feature in 
i t s  p r i c e  c a t e g o r y. 
Realme has also shared 
b a t t e r y  e n d u r a n c e 
claims for both models. 

According to the compa-
ny, the Narzo 90 5G can 
deliver up to 143.7 hours 
of  music playback, 8.1 
hours of  gaming, 24 
hours of  online video 
streaming,  and 28.2 
hours of  video calling on 
a single charge.

Meanwhile, the Narzo 
90x 5G also promises 
strong longevity, offer-
ing 136.2 hours of  music 
playback, 23.6 hours of  
online video playback, 
27.7 hours of  messaging, 
61.3 hours of  voice call-
ing, and 17.1 hours of  

navigation. These num-
bers highlight Realme’s 
clear focus on power ef-
ficiency and dependable 
all-day battery life.

Both smartphones will 
feature modern, hole-
punch display designs. 
The Narzo 90 5G will 
come with an exception-
ally bright panel capable 
of  hitting 4,000 nits, one 
of  the highest bright-
ness levels in its catego-
ry. The Narzo 90x 5G will 
sport a display with 1,200 
nits peak brightness and 
a 144Hz high refresh 

rate, catering especially 
to gamers and users who 
prefer fluid scrolling.

In the camera depart-
ment, both phones will 
be  equipped with a 
50-megapixel primary 
rear camera. Realme is 
also adding multiple AI-
powered photography 
tools across the series, 
including AI Edit Genie, 
AI Editor, AI Eraser, and 
AI Ultra Clarity, de-
signed to enhance image 
quality and simplify 
post-processing. While 
the Narzo 90 5G will fea-
ture a square triple-cam-
era module, the Narzo 
90x 5G will sport a rec-
tangular dual-camera 
setup, giving each model 
a  d i s t i n c t  d e s i g n 
identity.

With powerful batter-
ies, fast charging, en-
hanced AI features, and 
bright displays,  the 
Realme Narzo 90 series 
is shaping up to be a 
compelling addition to 
the mid-range smart-
phone segment. As the 
launch date approaches, 
Realme is expected to re-
veal more details, in-
cluding pricing and 
availability.

Google Reportedly Testing Built-In AI Mode Inside 
Chrome for Seamless On-Browser Assistance

Google is reportedly 
experimenting with a 
major upgrade to its AI 
capabilities by integrat-
ing a new version of  its 
AI Mode tool directly into 
the Chrome browser. The 
feature, spotted in the lat-
est Chrome Canary build, 
appears to allow users to 
interact with Google’s AI 
without opening a new 
Search page, marking a 
significant shift toward 
native, on-browser artifi-
c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
integration.

According to a report 
by Windows Report, the 
revamped AI Mode opens 
as a “Contextual Tasks” 
page within Chrome it-
self. This suggests that 
the tool is running inde-
pendently from Google 
Search, potentially sign-
aling a future in which 
Chrome offers built-in AI 
assistance similar to 
emerging AI-first brows-
ers. This internal inter-
face can be accessed via a 
special Chrome address, 
confirming that the fea-
ture currently operates 
in a restricted testing 
environment.

In its upgraded form, 
AI Mode reportedly al-
lows users to perform a 
variety of  tasks directly 

within Chrome. These in-
clude typing queries, up-
loading PDFs or images, 
and receiving detailed re-
sponses—all within a sin-
gle page. Users can also 
ask the AI to analyse web-
page content, summarise 
documents, or answer 
contextual questions 
about what they are view-
ing. Unlike the previous 
version, which redirected 
users to Google Search 
results, this new inter-
face contains the entire 
interaction inside the 
browser.

Testers also found ad-
ditional functionality 
that doesn’t appear in the 
Search-linked AI Mode. 
In one instance, when a 
user selected an open tab 
and asked AI Mode to 
summarise its content, 
the tool provided an accu-
rate summary without 
opening a new tab or nav-
igating to another web-
s i t e.  T h i s  s u g g e s t s 
Chrome’s native AI can 
access active tabs direct-
ly, functioning similarly 
to AI browsers like Per-
plexity’s Comet and Chat-

GPT Atlas, which are de-
signed around AI-driven 
navigation and content 
understanding.

The report further 
claims that Google has in-
cluded image generation 
capabilities in this inter-
nal AI build. Testers were 
able to generate images 
using models labeled 
Nano Banana or Nano 
Banana Pro, depending 
on whether the user 
holds a Google AI Pro or 
Ultra subscription. Even 
this feature runs entirely 
inside Chrome’s internal 

AI page, without requir-
ing access to Search or 
external applications.

While the full scope of  
AI Mode’s capabilities is 
not yet known, the tool’s 
expanding feature set 
suggests Google may be 
positioning Chrome to 
compete more directly 
with newer AI-powered 
browsers. With rival plat-
forms offering integrated 
summarisation, context-
aware assistance, and 
generative tools, Google’s 
move indicates an effort 
to future-proof  Chrome 
for an AI-first browsing 
experience.

Since the feature is cur-
rently available only 
within the Canary devel-
opment build, it remains 
inaccessible to general 
users—including those 
on Chrome’s beta chan-
nel. Google has not yet 
commented officially on 
the testing phase or its 
plans for a wider rollout.

If  brought to the stable 
version of  Chrome, the 
new AI Mode could sig-
nificantly enhance pro-
ductivity for millions of  
users by providing AI-
powered assistance na-
tively, without the need 
for additional extensions 
or separate web pages.

Oppo Reno 15C Listed Online Ahead of 
Launch; Specifications, Colourways, and 

Variants Revealed

Oppo is gearing up to 
expand its Reno 15 lineup 
with the addition of  the 
Oppo Reno 15C, which is 
now confirmed to debut 
in China this December. 
While the company ini-
tially teased the device 
during the unveiling of  
the Reno 15 series, it 
withheld detailed specifi-
cations at the time. Now, 
a new listing on a Chi-
nese certification plat-
form has revealed the 
handset’s key features, 
design elements, and pos-
sible launch date.

According to a report 
by Gizmochina, the Oppo 
Reno 15C has surfaced on 
the China Telecom web-
site with the model num-
ber PMD110, shedding 
light on its hardware and 
colour options. The list-
ing suggests that the 
smartphone may go on 
sale in China starting De-
cember 19,  although 
Oppo has not officially 
confirmed this launch 
date.

The Reno 15C is expect-
ed to feature a 6.59-inch 
display with a 1.5K (1,256 
× 2,760 pixels) resolution, 
offering enhanced clarity 
compared to standard 
Full-HD+ panels. The 
screen is also tipped to 
support a 120Hz refresh 
rate, providing smooth 
scrolling and improved 

responsiveness, particu-
larly beneficial for gam-
ing and multimedia 
consumption.

In terms of  optics, the 
smartphone could come 
equipped with a triple 
rear camera setup, com-
prising a 50-megapixel 
primary sensor, a 50-meg-
apixel secondary sensor, 
and an 8-megapixel cam-
era. For selfies and video 
calls, the listing indicates 
a powerful 50-megapixel 
front camera, position-
ing the Reno 15C as a 
compelling option for 
content creators and pho-
tography enthusiasts.

The China Telecom 
listing further reveals 
that Oppo plans to offer 
the Reno 15C in three col-
ourways: Aurora Blue, 
Academy Blue, and Star-
light Bow. These shades 
appear to cater to users 
seeking a stylish yet un-
derstated aesthetic. The 
device may arrive in two 
m e m o r y  c o n f i g u r a -
tions—12GB RAM + 
256GB storage and 12GB 
RAM + 512GB storage—
giving users flexibility 
depending on their stor-
age needs.

Performance-wise, the 
Reno 15C is listed with 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
7 Gen 4 chipset, indicat-
ing a mid-range but capa-
ble processor designed to 

deliver solid multitask-
ing and power efficiency. 
Recent leaks from indus-
try tipsters also align 
with these details, sug-
gesting that the phone 
will act as an “entry-lev-
el” option within the 
Reno 15 series, offering 
core Reno features at a 
more affordable price 
point.

On the design front, 
Oppo has teased a square-
shaped rear camera mod-
ule housing three lenses. 
The phone is also expect-
ed to sport the Oppo 
branding centered near 
the bottom of  the back 
panel. Additional design 
cues include a USB Type-
C port, speaker grille, 
and SIM card tray posi-
tioned at the bottom edge, 
as well as a sleek metal 
frame running along the 
sides.

With the expected 
launch just days away, 
anticipation continues to 
build as more details 
emerge. Oppo is likely to 
confirm the official spec-
ifications, pricing, and 
availability soon as part 
of  its December lineup 
announcement. For now, 
the Reno 15C appears 
poised to strengthen Op-
po’s mid-range offerings 
with a balanced mix of  
performance, design, and 
camera capabilities.

Google Pixel 10a Reportedly Passes 
Verizon Certification; Key Specifications 

Revealed Ahead of Launch
Google’s upcoming 

mid-range smartphone, 
the Pixel 10a, appears to 
be inching closer to 
launch, following reports 
that the device has suc-
cessfully passed Veri-
zon’s certification pro-
cess. The development, 
shared by noted tipster 
Evan Blass (@evleaks), 
suggests that the Pixel 
10a is now approved for 
use on the major US car-
rier’s network—an indi-
cator that the official de-
but may take place in the 
coming months. The cer-
tification has also re-
vealed several important 
hardware details about 
the smartphone, which 
will succeed the Pixel 9a 
introduced in March.

According to the leaked 
documents, the Pixel 10a 
will retain much of  the 
familiar design and func-
tionality of  its predeces-
sor while offering en-
hancements in display, 
performance, and con-
nectivity. The handset is 
said to feature a 6.3-inch 
full-HD+ AMOLED dis-
play with a dynamic re-
fresh rate ranging from 
60Hz to 120Hz. This marks 
an upgrade over earlier 
budget Pixel models that 
were limited to lower re-
fresh rates. The panel is 
also rumoured to support 
a peak brightness of  2,000 
nits, significantly boost-
ing outdoor visibility and 
HDR performance.

In the camera depart-
ment, Google appears to 
be sticking with the tried-
and-tested dual-camera 
system. The Pixel 10a is 
tipped to come equipped 
with a 48-megapixel pri-
mary camera with an 
f/1.7 aperture, alongside 
a 13-megapixel ultrawide 
lens offering a 119.7-de-

gree field of  view and an 
f/2.2 aperture. For selfies 
and video calls, the de-
vice is expected to house 
a 13-megapixel front cam-
era with an f/2.2 aper-
ture. These specifications 
mirror those of  the Pixel 
9a, indicating Google’s fo-
cus on refining computa-
tional photography rath-
er  than drast ical ly 
altering hardware.

Under the hood, the 
Pixel 10a is expected to 
feature 8GB of  RAM 
paired with 128GB of  in-
ternal storage. Powering 
the device could be Goog-
le’s in-house Tensor G4 
chipset, which is also ru-
moured to appear in the 
more premium Pixel 10 
series. This chipset is ex-
pected to improve perfor-
mance efficiency and AI 
processing capabilities, 
strengthening Google’s 
emphasis on on-device 
intelligence.

A standout aspect of  
the Pixel 10a is its sizea-
ble 5,100mAh battery, 
which is expected to pro-
vide longer backup than 
its predecessor. The Veri-
zon listing also confirms 
support for 5G and LTE 
Cat 19, ensuring robust 
connectivity across ma-
jor networks. While de-

tails on charging speed 
were not revealed, the 
Pixel 10a is likely to fol-
low Google’s typical mid-
r a n g e  c h a r g i n g 
standards.

Design-wise, recent 
renders indicate that the 
Pixel 10a will adopt a sim-
ilar aesthetic to the Pixel 
9a, featuring Google’s sig-
nature camera bar and a 
minimalist matte finish. 
Subtle refinements to er-
gonomics and build qual-
ity are expected but not 
confirmed.

One of  the most signif-
icant expectations sur-
rounding the Pixel 10a is 
Google’s commitment to 
long-term software up-
dates. Reports suggest 
that Google may offer up 
to seven years of  soft-
ware support, putting 
the device in line with 
the industry’s growing 
focus on sustainability 
and longevity.

With its certification 
complete and leaks rap-
idly expanding, the Pixel 
10a now appears poised 
for an imminent launch. 
More official details are 
expected to surface soon 
as Google prepares for 
its next wave of  mid-
r a n g e  h a r d w a r e 
releases.

Instagram Rolls Out New Templates, Storyboards, and iOS Lock 
Screen Widget for Its Edits App

Instagram is expand-
ing the capabilities of  its 
standalone video crea-
tion app, Edits, with a 
fresh round of  updates 
aimed at giving creators 
more control, creativity, 
a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e . 
Launched earlier this 
year, the app has quickly 
evolved into a dedicated 
platform for crafting 
short-form videos, and 
the latest feature rollout 
reinforces Meta’s focus 
on improving creator 
t o o l s  a c r o s s  i t s 
ecosystem.

According to a post 
shared by the Instagram 
Creators account on 
Threads, the Edits app 
now includes new video 
templates, enhanced cus-
tomisation options, an in-
tuitive storyboard fea-
ture, and an iOS lock 
screen widget. Several of  
these additions are al-
ready live for users in se-
lect countries, with more 
tools expected soon.

One of  the biggest up-
grades in the new update 
is the introduction of  
new templates that allow 
creators to build videos 
quickly using trending 

music, pre-arranged time 
clips, and fresh font 
styles. These templates 
are designed to help both 
new and experienced cre-
ators produce polished 
videos in minutes. Impor-
tantly, users can now 
share their own custom-
made templates, enabling 
others to adopt or remix 
them. This feature is roll-
ing out this week globally, 
though access to the full 
template library may 
vary by region.

Instagram also re-
vealed that a dedicated 
templates section will ap-
pear in the app for some 
creators located in select 

countries, including the 
US, UK, Canada, Austral-
ia, New Zealand, and Ire-
land. This curated sec-
t i o n  w i l l  s h owc a s e 
addit ional  template 
styles and ideas. The 
company has not con-
firmed when or if  these 
expanded template op-
tions will reach India, in-
dicating that the rollout 
may remain geographi-
cally limited for now.

Another major addi-
tion is the new story-
board feature, which 
transforms idea stickies 
into structured visual 
planning boards. This 
tool will allow creators to 

map out their video flow 
using teleprompter cues, 
clip placeholders, and 
written notes. The fea-
ture is particularly valu-
able for creators who pre-
fer to organise their 
content ahead of  time or 
manage more complex 
video concepts.

The Edits app is also 
gaining deeper integra-
tion with Instagram’s 
video ecosystem. Users 
can now import public 
Reels directly into their 
projects, enabling them 
to remix, react to, or mod-
ify these videos within 
Edits. Instagram noted 
that proper credit will al-

ways be given to original 
creators when their Reels 
are used, preserving at-
tribution and respecting 
community guidelines.

To further enhance 
personalisation, the up-
date includes new text ed-
iting features, such as the 
ability to add a secondary 
colour to the background 
or outline of  text and cap-
tions. This allows crea-
tors to fine-tune the visu-
al style of  their videos 
with more precision.

For iOS users, Insta-
gram is introducing a 
brand-new lock screen 
widget for Edits. With 
this widget, iPhone us-
ers can launch the Ed-
its camera instantly or 
add sticky notes to the 
app directly from their 
lock screen,  making 
spontaneous content 
creation more accessi-
ble than ever.

With these updates, 
I n s t a g r a m  a i m s  t o 
make Edits a more pow-
erful and versatile tool, 
h e l p i n g  c r e a t o r s 
streamline their work-
flow while exploring 
new ways to express 
themselves.
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Former Pakistan cap-
tain Shahid Afridi has 
come out strongly in sup-
port of  Indian batting leg-
ends Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma, dismissing calls 
to sideline them from the 
ODI side. Afridi empha-
sized that the duo forms 
the backbone of  the Indian 
lineup and should contin-
ue playing until the 2027 
World Cup, according to a 
report by Telecom Asia 
Sport on Monday.

Afridi praised the pair 
for their consistent perfor-
mances in recent ODI se-

ries. “It’s a fact that Virat 
and Rohit are the back-
bone of  the Indian batting 
line-up, and the way they 
have played recently, it can 
confidently be said that 
they can play until the 2027 
World Cup,” he said.

He also suggested strate-
gic resting of  the stars in 
less challenging games to 
preserve them for major 
series. “You need to pre-
serve both these stars, and 
when India is playing 
against a weaker team, 
they can try some new 
players and rest Virat and 

Rohit,” Afridi added.
Afridi also criticized In-

dian head coach Gautam 
Gambhir, highlighting 
past on-field clashes. “The 
way Gautam started his 
stint, it looked like he 
thought that what he 
thinks and says is right, 
but after some time, it was 
proved that you are not al-
ways right,” Afridi said.

Afridi was equally com-
plimentary of  Rohit Shar-
ma’s recent milestone, 
where he surpassed Afri-
di’s own record for most 
sixes in ODI cricket. Rohit 

hit his 355th six during the 
second ODI against South 
Africa at Raipur, breaking 
Afridi’s record of  351 sixes 
in 398 matches. “Records 
are meant to be broken, 
and this too is now bet-
tered. I am happy that a 
player whom I have always 
liked has broken this re-
cord,” he said.

Reflecting on his early 
interactions with Rohit, 
Afridi recalled playing 
alongside him in the 2008 
Indian Premier League for 
the Deccan Chargers. 
“During practice sessions, 

I watched him bat, and his 
class impressed me. I knew 
that one day Rohit would 
play for India, and he has 
proved himself  as a classy 
batter,” he added.

Afridi’s comments un-
derscore the respect and 
admiration international 
players have for India’s 
senior stars. With Kohli 
and Rohit still in prime 
form, Afridi’s message is 
clear: these stalwarts are 
vital to India’s ODI ambi-
tions and their presence in 
the team should remain 
uninterrupted.

Hardik Pandya’s All-Round Heroics 
Lead India to 101-Run T20I Victory, 

Credits Girlfriend for Support

India’s all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya starred with both bat and ball 
as the Men in Blue thrashed South 
Africa by 101 runs in the first T20 
International of  the five-match se-
ries on Tuesday at Cuttack.

Asked to bat first, India found 
themselves in a precarious position 
at 78/4 in the early overs. Pandya, 
however, played a blistering un-
beaten 59 off  just 28 balls, propel-
ling India to a competitive 175/6 in 
20 overs. Later, with the ball in 
hand, he chipped in with a crucial 
wicket, helping India bundle out 
the Proteas for a paltry 74 runs and 
seize a 1-0 lead in the series.

Following the match, Hardik 
took a heartfelt moment to ac-
knowledge the role of  his partner, 
Mahieka Sharma, in his life and 
career. In a video posted on BCCI.
TV, he said, “A special mention to 
my partner. A lot of  great things 
have happened; she’s been nothing 
but the best to me ever since she 
came into my life.”

He further added, “I think I have 
been a very honest and real person 
in my life, which has helped me a 
lot. I don’t really sugarcoat any-
thing. It’s never about the other 
person or how others think—it’s 
just about how I feel from inside.”

Earlier, Hardik had expressed his 
anger on social media over pa-
parazzi behavior towards Mahieka 
Sharma. He criticized photogra-
phers for crossing boundaries 
while capturing her in a Bandra 
restaurant, calling it “disrespectful 
and intrusive.”

In an Instagram story, he wrote, 
“I understand that living in the 
public eye comes with attention 
and scrutiny—it’s part of  the life 
I’ve chosen. But today something 
happened that crossed a line. Ma-
hieka was simply walking down a 
staircase when paps decided to cap-
ture her from an angle that no 
woman deserves to be photo-
graphed from. A private moment 
w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  c h e a p 
sensationalism.”

Hardik’s performance not only 
showcased his on-field brilliance 
but also highlighted his commit-
ment to personal values off  the 
field, earning him praise from fans 
for both his cricketing exploits and 
his stand against invasive media 
behavior.

With India taking a 1-0 lead, the 
series continues with the second 
T20I, and all eyes will be on Pandya 
to see if  he can maintain his all-
round heroics against the Proteas.

Jitesh Sharma Credits Sanju Samson for 
Mentorship Ahead of India’s T20I Victory Over 

South Africa
India’s wicketkeeper-

batter Jitesh Shar ma 
opened up about his close 
bond with Sanju Samson 
after being named the 
first-choice wicketkeeper 
for the opening T20I 
against South Africa in 
Cuttack. Despite compet-
ing for the same spot, 
Jitesh described their re-
lationship as warm, re-
spectful, and rooted in 
mutual growth.

Speaking about Sam-
son’s influence, Jitesh 
said, “I am very grateful 
that he is in the team and 
I am under him. Frankly 
speaking, he is like an el-
der brother to me and I 
think because of  healthy 
competition, your talent 
comes out. I think it’s 
good for the team also.”

Jitesh acknowledged 
the immense depth of  tal-
ent in Indian cricket and 
stressed that he and Sam-
son share the same goal of  
contributing to the team’s 
success. “There is so 
much talent in the Indian 
team. You can feel it. San-
ju Bhai is out and I am 
playing. He is a great play-
er. One of  the great play-
ers. If  I have to compete 
with him, I have to play 
shoulder to shoulder and 
bring my A game,” he 
added.

He further highlighted 
that their bond goes be-
yond competition.  “I 
think we both are trying 
to play for India, not for 
other teams. We are like 
brothers. We share lots of  
experience with each oth-
er. He helps me a lot when-
ever I do keeping or bat-
ting. That’s the thing,” 
Jitesh noted.

Jitesh has been a regu-
lar in India’s T20 setup 
since the third T20I 
against Australia during 
the tour Down Under.

On the field, India post-
ed a formidable 175/6 af-
ter opting to bat first. 
Hardik Pandya starred 
with an unbeaten 59 off  28 
balls, while Tilak Varma 
(26 off  32) and Axar Patel 

(23 off  21) also contribut-
ed significantly. For South 
Africa, Lungi Ngidi was 
the pick of  the bowlers 
with 3/31, supported by 
Lutho Sipmala (2/38).

Chasing 176, South Af-

rica never got going and 
were bundled out for 74 in 
12.3 overs. Only Dewald 
Brevis offered resistance 
with 22 off  14 balls. India’s 
bowling was led by Jas-
prit Bumrah, Arshdeep 

Singh, Varun Chakravar-
thy, and Axar Patel, who 
took two wickets each, 
while Hardik Pandya and 
Shivam Dube chipped in 
with one apiece.

The comprehensive win 

gave India a 1-0 lead in the 
five-match T20I series, 
with Jitesh Shar ma’s 
partnership with Samson 
proving to be an impor-
tant factor both on and off  
the field.

Smriti Mandhana Returns as India’s 
Vice-Captain for T20I Series Against 

Sri Lanka

India’s star batter Smriti Mand-
hana is back in action, ready to lead 
by example as she has been named 
vice-captain of  the Indian women’s 
T20I side for the upcoming series 
against Sri Lanka, beginning De-
cember 21. This series marks India’s 
first bilateral contest since the 
Women’s World Cup final on No-
vember 2, where Mandhana played 
a pivotal role in India’s victorious 
campaign. Her inclusion as vice-
captain signals not only her cricket-
ing prowess but also the trust the 
team management places in her 
leadership abilities.

Mandhana, who has recently gone 
through a turbulent personal peri-
od, called off  her marriage with mu-
sic composer Palash Muchhal. De-
spite these challenges, she has 
quickly refocused on cricket, dem-
onstrating remarkable resilience 
and dedication. On Wednesday, 
Mandhana reunited with India cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur at a public 
event, where she opened up about 
her mindset and motivation as a 
cricketer and leader.

“Well, to be fair, I mean, as Har-
man said, the love for the game, and 
I don’t think I love anything in life 
more than cricket. When you go out 
to bat or represent your country, no 
other thoughts are there. Once you 
put on the Indian jersey, the only 
thing you want to do is represent In-
dia and win the match,” Mandhana 
said, reflecting her unwavering 
focus.

She also spoke about the sense of  
responsibility that comes with 
wearing the Indian jersey. “The big-
gest motivation is that when you put 
on the jersey and India is written on 
it, you just keep all your problems 
aside and focus on the field. You 
have a responsibility as one among 
two billion people representing 

your country. Just that thought is 
enough to give you razor-sharp fo-
cus and help you perform at your 
best,” she added.

Mandhana also addressed team 
dynamics and disagreements, 
stressing that healthy debates are 
part of  a winning environment. “I 
don’t look at it as issues because 
everyone wants to win the game. 
Everyone has their own opinion on 
how we will win. If  we don’t have 
those discussions or arguments, it 
means we aren’t passionate enough. 
Healthy disagreements show com-
mitment to winning for the team,” 
she explained. Her perspective high-
lights the importance of  collabora-
tion and communication within the 
squad, even when opinions differ. 
Mandhana’s role as vice-captain 
comes at a crucial time for Indian 
women’s cricket. The team is tran-
sitioning from the high of  the World 
Cup to preparing for upcoming in-
ternational fixtures, and her experi-
ence, skill, and leadership are ex-
pected to play a pivotal role in 
guiding younger players. She is re-
nowned for her aggressive batting 
style and ability to anchor innings, 
and her presence in the team pro-
v i d e s  b o t h  s t a b i l i t y  a n d 
inspiration.

Fans and analysts alike are eager 
to see Mandhana back on the field, 
combining her signature flair with 
leadership responsibilities. With 
the series against Sri Lanka, India 
aims to continue their winning mo-
mentum, and Mandhana’s return 
strengthens both the team’s batting 
lineup and its strategic depth. Her 
story of  resilience and focus serves 
as a powerful example for aspiring 
cricketers and fans, emphasizing 
that dedication to one’s sport can 
help overcome even personal 
challenges.

Shahid Afridi Backs Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
Says They Are Backbone of Indian ODI Team
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Balayya’s ‘Akhanda-2’ Finally Set for 
Release; New Teaser Out

Venkatesh Teams Up with Trivikram 
Srinivas for ‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’; 

Shooting Begins

Veteran actor Ven-
katesh is all set to col-
laborate with director 
Trivikram Srinivas for 
the first time, and the 
upcoming family enter-
tainer has been titled 
‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’. 
The makers officially 
announced the title as 
shooting for the film 

commenced on Decem-
ber 10. Produced by 
S u r ya d ev a r a  R a d -
hakrishna under the 
banner of  Harika and 
Hassine Creations, the 
film is slated for a sum-
mer 2026 release.

ns are excited to see 
Venkatesh bring the 
classic ‘Aadarsha Ku-

tumbam’ title back to 
life, this time under the 
direction of  Trivikram 
Srinivas.

iven Trivikram’s 
track record of  deliver-
ing both critical and 
commercial hits, and 
Venkatesh’s immense 
fan base, expectations 
are high.

Sandeep Raj’s ‘Mowgli’ to Release on 
December 13; Pre-Release Event Held in 

Hyderabad

Following the success 
of  ‘Color Photo’, direc-
tor Sandeep Raj is back 
with his new film ‘Mow-
gli’, starring Roshan 
Kanakala, Sakshi Mad-
olkar, and Bandi Saroj 
Kumar in lead roles. 
The much-anticipated 
movie is set to release 
on December 13, and 
the makers hosted a 
pre-release event in Hy-
derabad on Wednesday 
night to  mark the 
occasion.

During the event, 
Sandeep Raj addressed 
the audience and me-
dia, sharing an emo-
tional note about his 
journey. He revealed 
that despite the success 
of  his debut film, he 
had to stay at home and 
wait for the right oppor-
tunity to direct his sec-
ond movie. His heartfelt 
words reflected both 
gratitude and the chal-

lenges faced in making 
‘Mowgli’, emphasizing 
the persistence and pa-
tience required to bring 
the project to fruition.

The pre-release event 
also saw the presence of  
actor Rana, who attend-
ed as the chief  guest. 
Rana expressed his best 
wishes to the team and 
hoped that the film 
would become a major 
success at the box of-
fice. His support added 
excitement to the event 
and highlighted the ca-
maraderie within the 
Telugu film industry.

‘Mowgli’ is expected 
to appeal to audiences 
with its engaging sto-
ryline and performanc-
es. With a talented cast 
led by Roshan Kanaka-
la, the film is being pro-
moted as a compelling 
drama that combines 
emotion, suspense, and 
entertainment. The 

makers have already 
generated buzz through 
teasers and promotion-
al content, raising ex-
pectations among fans.

The pre-release event 
not only celebrated the 
upcoming release but 
also offered a platform 
for the team to connect 
with media and audi-
ences, building antici-
pation ahead of  the the-
atrical release. The 
emotional moments 
shared by Sandeep Raj, 
along with Rana’s pres-
ence, made the evening 
memorable for every-
one involved.

With its official re-
lease just around the 
cor ner, ‘Mowgli’  is 
poised to capture the at-
tention of  Telugu cine-
ma lovers, and industry 
insiders are watching 
closely to see if  it 
matches the success of  
Sandeep Raj’s debut.
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After weeks of  specula-
tion and controversy, Bal-
akrishna’s ‘Akhanda-2’ is 
finally set to hit theaters. 
The makers have officially 
announced that the movie, 
the much-awaited sequel 
to the 2021 blockbuster 
‘Akhanda’, will release on 
December 12. Directed by 
Boyapati Srinu, the film 

had faced delays due to fi-
nancial challenges, which 
have now been resolved, 
clearing the path for its 
theatrical release.

In anticipation of  the re-
lease, the production team 
has dropped a new teaser, 
titled “Akhanda-2 Release 
Teaser”, which has al-
ready generated excite-

ment among fans. The 
teaser showcases high-oc-
tane action sequences, 
dramatic moments, and 
glimpses of  Balakrishna 
in his larger-than-life ava-
tar, reaffirming the mass 
entertainer vibe that the 
Akhanda franchise is 
known for. It also high-
lights the supporting cast 

and sets the stage for the 
intense storyline expected 
in the sequel.

The release of  the teaser 
comes at a time when fans 
were eagerly waiting for 
updates after the pro-
longed delays. The earlier 
film, ‘Akhanda’, was a 
massive commercial suc-
cess and established a 

strong fan base for the pro-
tagonist, creating high ex-
pectations for the sequel. 
With the teaser’s release, 
the makers aim to gener-
ate buzz and build antici-
pation ahead of  the film 
hitting theaters.

The production team 
has confirmed that the 
movie will release across 
various theaters this Fri-
day, allowing fans to expe-
rience the grandeur on the 
big screen. Advance book-
ings have already started 
in many regions, indicat-
ing a strong audience 
interest.

The filmmakers are con-
fident that ‘Akhanda-2’ 
will match or even surpass 
the success of  the first in-
stallment, thanks to its en-
gaging storyline, action-
packed sequences, and 
Balakrishna’s powerful 
performance. The movie is 
expected to be a major box-
office contender this holi-
day season, drawing audi-
ences across all  age 
groups.

Overall, the official an-
nouncement of  the release 
date and the launch of  the 
teaser have reignited ex-
citement among fans, en-
suring that Akhanda-2 will 
be one of  the most antici-
pated films of  the year in 
Tollywood.

Ravi Teja’s New Movie Song Released from ‘Mass Jathara’; 
Film to Release for Sankranti

Fans of  Telugu cinema 
are in for a treat as Ravi 
Teja’s upcoming movie, 
‘Mass Jathara’, gears up 
for a grand release this 
Sankranti. Adding to the 
excitement, the makers 
have released a new song 
from the film, which has 
already begun creating a 
buzz among fans and mu-
sic lovers.

The song, which fea-
tures Ravi Teja in his sig-
nature energetic style, 
showcases high-octane ac-
tion sequences and vi-
brant choreography, stay-
ing true to the mass 
entertainer persona that 
the actor is known for. The 
catchy tunes and engaging 
visuals have resonated 
well with audiences on so-
cial media, prompting fans 
to share and comment 
enthusiastically.

‘Mass Jathara’ is posi-
tioned as a Sankranti spe-

cial, a time when Telugu 
audiences flock to theaters 
to watch family-friendly 
blockbusters and festive 

releases. The film promis-
es a mix of  action, comedy, 
and entertainment, a for-
mula that has been a con-

sistent hallmark of  Ravi 
Teja’s career.

The makers of  the film 
have been strategically re-

leasing songs and promo-
tional content to build mo-
mentum ahead of  the 
theatrical release. The lat-
est song is expected to fur-
ther increase anticipation 
and attract audiences to 
theaters during the holi-
day season.

Industry insiders say 
that ‘Mass Jathara’ has the 
potential to become one of  
the major festive block-
busters, thanks to Ravi 
Teja’s massive fan follow-
ing and the combination 
of  high-energy music, 
colorful visuals, and enter-
taining storytelling.

As the countdown to 
Sankranti 2026 begins, 
fans are eagerly awaiting 
the release of  ‘Mass Jatha-
ra’ and the remaining 
songs from the film. With 
the latest track already 
making waves, the movie 
is poised to make a strong 
impact at the box office.

Darling Prabhas’ Most Awaited Film Set for January 9, 
2026 Release

The excitement among 
fans of  Darling Prabhas is 
reaching a fever pitch as 
his most anticipated film 
is slated to hit theaters on 
9th January 2026. With the 
Sankranti season bringing 
multiple releases, expecta-
tions for this movie are 
running higher than for 
any other festive release 
this year, largely due to 
Prabhas’ immense fan 
following.

The film promises to 
showcase Prabhas in a 
new avatar, combining his 
mass entertainer persona 
with elements of  horror-
comedy, a genre he has 
rarely explored in his re-
cent projects. Audiences 
are particularly curious to 
see him in a lighter, more 
comedic role while still de-
livering the charisma and 
larger-than-life energy he 
is known for.

Industry experts predict 
that the fan base alone will 
drive impressive footfalls, 
making it a potential 
blockbuster of  the Sank-
ranti season. With a mix 
of  suspense, comedy, and 
high-octane entertain-
ment, the film aims to ca-
ter to a wide range of  audi-
ences,  from die-hard 
Prabhas fans to family 
viewers seeking a fun holi-

day experience.
As the release date ap-

proaches, promotional ac-
tivities and teasers have 
already created tremen-
dous buzz online, with 

fans eagerly counting 
down the days. The combi-
nation of  Prabhas’ star 
power, a fresh horror-com-
edy theme, and a festive 
release window has posi-

tioned the film as one of  
the most awaited releases 
of  2026.

All eyes are now on Jan-
uary 9, when theaters 
across the country will 

welcome audiences for 
what promises to be a 
thrilling and entertaining 
cinematic experience with 
Prabhas at his entertain-
ing best.


