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Global Summit Will Be ARole Model For
The World: Minister Ponguletl
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tate Revenue,
Housing, and Infor-
mation & Public Re-
lations Minister,
Ponguleti Srinivas Red-
dy, confidently asserted
that the “Telangana Ris-
ing 2047 Global Summit”,
which the Telangana Sta
te government is poised
to host with great pres-
tige on the 8th and 9th of
this month at the Bharat
Future City venue, will
establish itself as a role
model for the world. The
Minister personally
oversaw the prepara-
tions for the Global Sum-
mit at the Future City on
Saturday and subse-
quently conducted a
comprehensive review
meeting with the rele-
vant officials. Address-
ing the media following
the review, he empha-
sized that leading figures
and distinguished per-

sonalities Who have
achieved exceptional rec-
ognition across various
sectors from both domes-
tic and international
fronts have been invited
to participate in this sig-
nificant summit. The
state government in-
tends to utilize this high-
profile platform to detail
the developmental and
welfare programs initi-
ated over the past two
years, alongside unveil-
ing its strategic objec-
tives and concep tual
frameworks related to
the two crucial economic
sectors: the 2037 Vision

and the even mo re ambi-
tious 2047 Vision. The
Minister assured that the
inspection and ongoing
preparation efforts were
being meticulously exe-
cuted based on the direc-
tives provided by the
Honorable Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy, con-
firming that aggressive
measures are in place to
finalize all arrangements
to the highest standard
well within the stipulat-
ed deadline. He further
stressed that under the
dynamic leadership of
CM Revanth Reddy, the
Indiramma Congress

government is strategi-

cally operating with a vi-
sion that compels Telan-
gana’s progress to be
benchmarked not merely
against other states in In-
dia, but to actively com-
pete with the most devel-
oped nations globally.
The People’s Govern-
ment is committed to po-
sitioning Telangana at
the pinnacle of both na-
tional and global recogni-
tion through the Telan-
gana Rising - 2047 Vision.
Economically, the gov-
ernment’s immediate fo-
cus is on expanding Tel-
angana’s economy to a

West Bengal Cm Mamata Banerjee Expresses
Gratitude But Regrets Inability To Attend Global Summit
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est Bengal Ch

ief Minister
Mamata Baner-

jee conveyed her
profound and heartfelt
gratitude to Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy for graciously in-
viting her to participate
in the highly anticipated
“Telangana Rising Glob-
al Summit,” scheduled to
take place on December
8th and 9th. In her com-
munication, Mamata Ba-
nerjee acknowledged
that receiving the invita-
tion from the State of
Telangana was considere
d a great honor for her.
However, she expressed
her deep regret regard-
ing her inability to per-
sonally attend the event,
citing her extensive and
pre-scheduled district
tours and official com-
mitments that unfortu-
nately coincide precisely
with the dates of the
summit. Despite being
unable to attend, the sea-
soned West Bengal Chief
Minister extended her
most sincere best wishes,
fervently expressing her
hope that the Global
Summit would serve as a
powerful platform for
hosting meaningful and
constructive discussions
fundamentally aimed at
furthering Telangana’s
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comprehensive develop-

ment. She articulated a
strong aspiration for the
event to culminate in the
adoption of pivotal deci-
sions that would effec-
tively accelerate the stat
e’s already impressive
economic progress. Mam
ata Banerjee concluded
her message by offering
her heartfelt congratula-
tions, wishing the “Tel-
angana Rising Global
Summit” a truly grand
and resounding success.
The critical responsibil-
ity of inviting the West
Bengal CM was initially
delegated by Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy
to State Minister Seeth-
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akka. Minister Seethak-
ka mad e determined ef-
forts to establish direct
contact with the West
Bengal CM . However,
due to Mamata Baner-
jee’s deep engagement in
official programs across
her districts, her office
communicated that a
personal meeting was
impractical and advised
that the invitation be of-
ficially sent via e-mail.
Coordinating meticu-
lously with Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s office, Minister
Seethakka subsequently
sent the official invita-
tion letter for the Global
Summit electronically.
Upon the timely receipt
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of the official invitation,
Mamata Banerjee
promptly sent a letter
back, conveying her spe-
cial thanks to the Telan-
gana Government and
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, and once again re-
inforced her wishes for
the program’s tremen-
dous success. This ex-
change highlights the
significant efforts made
by the Telangana govern-
ment to ensure represen-
tation and participation
from top political leader-
ship across all regions of
India for this crucial de-
velopmental forum, even
when faced with schedul-
ing conflicts.

One Trillion Dollar
Economy by 2035, with a
long-term strategy and
detailed planning to
achieve a massive Three
Trillion Dollar ta rget by
2047. The Minister also
took the opportunity to
address concerns regard-
ing poten tial disrup-
tions, assuring the public
that the recent cancella-
tion of Indigo flights
would have no signifi-
cant adverse effect on the
summit. He highlighted
that Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy is continu-
ously monitoring the sit-
uation and taking all
necessary steps to guar-
antee that visiting digni-
taries encounter abso-
lutely no inconvenience
upon arrival, ensuring
the event proceeds
smoothly as planned.
This summit is viewed as
a foundational step to-
wards securing the
state’s financial and tech-
nological dominance in
the coming decades.
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n adherence to the
directives of Honor-
able Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, State

Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara
Rao undertook a high-
level visit to formally
invite Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav to attend the up-
coming "Telangana Ris
ing Global Summit."
This prestigious event,
a key initiative of the
Telangana State Gov-
ernment, is scheduled
to commence on Decem
ber 8th at the Bharat
Future City in Hyder
abad. Minister Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao
met with CM Mohan
Yadav at the latter's of-
fice in Bhopal, extend-
ing the cordial and of-
ficial invitation on beh
alf of the state lead er-
ship. During their in-
teraction, Minister
Tummala gave CM Ya-
dav a comprehensive
presentation detailing
the developmental pro-
grams actively being
implemented in Telan-
gana, underscoring the
vast investment oppor-
tunities available acro
ss various sectors, and
the impressive pro-
gress the state has achi
eved in key areas like
agriculture, technolo-
gy, and industrial
growth.

The Minister under-
scored the strategic
significance of Mad-
hya Pradesh's partici-
pation in the Global
Summit, noting that
the event is set to host
a diverse group of in-
dustries, influential in-
vestors, and interna-
tional experts. He confi
dently stated that the
attendance and en-
gagement of the Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Min
ister would undeniably
serve to further expand
and strengthen the av-
enues for cooperation
and mutual sup port
between the two states.
Minister Tummala
highlighted the critical
importance of mutual
collaboration in the re-
spective developmental
journeys of both Tel-
angana and Madhya
Prad esh, affirming
that the Global Sum-
mit is deliberately stru
ctured to serve as an
excellent and condu-
cive platform for facili-
tating such necessary
cooperation. This act
of diplomatic outreach
is an integral part of
Telangana’s overarch-

Minister Tummala Meets Madhya
Pradesh Cm Mohan Yadav To
Extend Global Summit Invitation

ing strategy to enhance
constructive inter-state
relations, aiming to
foster a collaborative
federal structure whe
re developmental mod-
els and investment
prospects are efficient-
ly shared across regio-
na 1 borders. The suc-
cessful exchange of
insights and best gov-
ernance practices be-
tween Telangana, aris-
ing hub for IT and
high-tech industries,
and Madhya Pradesh, a
state with significant
agricultural and indus-
trial strength, is pro-
jected to bring about
mutually beneficial
outcomes for enhanced
regional economic gro
wth and national pro-
gress. The invitation
clearly demonstrates
Telangana's commit-
ment to promotin g in-
clusive national devel-
opment through strate
gic cooperation. The
summit aims to open
new doors for cross-
sector investments and
policy dialogues, mak-
ing it a pivotal moment
for bilate ral state rela-
tio ns.

Deputy Cm And Ministers Invite Governor
Jishnu DevVarma To Global Summit
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he “Telangana
Rising Global
Summit,” a pivot-

al event scheduled

to be organized by the
Telangana State Gov-
ernment on the 8th and
9th of this month, saw
a high-level delegation
extending an official
and respectful invita-
tion to the State Gover-
nor, Honorable Jishnu
Dev Varma. The dele-
gation included Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu, alo
ng with IT, Industries
and Legislative Affairs
Minister Sridhar Babu,
and the State Govern-
ment’s Chief Secretary
Ramakrishna Rao.
They collaboratively
visited the Raj Bhavan
to personally meet the
Governor and cordially
invited him to grace
the prestigious event
with his presence. Dur-
ing the meeting, the
delegation handed over
the official invitation
card for the summit.
This formal invitation,
extended from the
state’s executive and
administrative leader-
ship to the constitu-
tional head, profoundly

underscores the im-
mense importance and
gravity the governme
nt attributes to the
Global Summit. The
Governor’s anticipated
participation is expect-
ed to lend significant
constitutional weight
and enhanced credibil-
ity to the proceedings,
showcasing unified
governmental support
for the state’s future vi-
sion. The core theme of
the summit is the Tel-
angana Rising - 2047 Vi-
sion, an ambitious doc-
ument detailing the
state’s comprehensive
economic road map,
long-term developmen-
tal goals, and strategic
framework aimed at po-
sitioning Telangana to
effectively compete
with the world’s most
developed nations wit
hin the next few decad
es. The Governor’s pr
esence will not only
validate the state’s hi
gh aspirations but also
reflect a necessary and
collaborative spirit be-
tween the legislative,
executive, and consti-
tutional arms of the
government on matters
of state importance, es-
pecially regarding
long-term economic
planning and develop-
ment. The key discus-

sions at the summit are
designed to concen-
trate heavily on achiev-
ing the state’s ambi-
tious financial targets:
a One Trillion Dollar
Economy by 2035 and a
staggering Three Tril-
lion Dollar target by
2047. Furthermore, the
focus will be on devis-
ing robust strategies
for sustainable devel-
opment, essential in-
frastructure moderni-
zation, and critical
social welfare enhance-
ments to ensure inclu-
sive growth. The act of

inviting the Governor
aligns perfectly with
the government’s strat-
egy to mobilize com-
prehensive support
and commitment from
all major stakeholders,
irrespective of their
political or constitutio
nal roles, for the over-
arching and unified
goal of transforming
Telangana into a global
economic and develop-
mental powerhouse.
This move cements the
summit’s stature as a
state-level commitment
to future prosperity.
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tate Minister for
Sports, Animal
Husbandry, and Yo

uth Services, Vaki-

ti Srihari, personally
undertook a mission to
extend a special and gra
cious invitation to Odi-
sha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi to at-
tend the highly
anticipated “Telangana
Rising - 2047 Global
Summ it.” The major
event, wh ich is being
organized by the Telan-
gana State Government,
is scheduled to be held
at the Bharat Future

City in Hyderabad on
the upcoming 8th and
9th of this month. Min-
ister Srihari met with
CM Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi at the Secretariat in
Bhubaneswar. The Odi-
sha Chief Minister
warmly received Minis-
ter Sriha ri and courte-
ously honored him with
a traditional shawl.
During this significant
meeting, Minister Sri-
hari presented the spe-
cially printed official
invitation card for the
Global Summit to the
Odisha Chief Minister.
Minister Vakiti Srihari
used the opportunity to
elaborate on Telanga-
na’s ambitious future
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direction, explaining
that the state is moving
forward with a strong
commitment to achieve
the economic target of 3
Trillion Dollars. He de-
tailed that, in alignment
with this goal, the state
has formulated the Tel-
angana Rising - 2047
Visi on Document. This
comprehensive docu-
ment is designed to ana-
lyze and articulate spe-
cific gro wth targets for
all key sectors and out-
line the strategic plans
that the government in-
tends to pursue in the
future. The Minister
further clarified that
this Vision Document
was meticulously pre-

pared incorporating ad-
vice and suggestions
from the NITI Aayog,
coupled with the valua-
ble insights and ideas
contributed by experts
across various domains.
He announced that this
crucial Vision Docu-
ment will be formally
unveiled and la unched
during the Global Sum-
mit. Inresponse, Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi expressed
his sincere thanks to the
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter for the invitation,
and specifically ac-
knowledged Mi nister
Srihari for making the
personal effort to travel
to Odisha to deliver the

Minister Vakiti Srihari Extends Invitation To Odisha Cm Mohan Charan Majhi For Summit

invitation. This interac-
tion signifies a concert-
ed effort by the Telan-
gana government to
engage fellow state lead-
ers in its developmental
narrative. To conclude
the meeting, Minister
Vakiti Srihari present-
ed the Odisha Chief
Minister with a com-
memorative memento,
marking the signifi-
cance of the occasion
and the spirit of inter-
state cooperation. The
meeting sets the stage
for potential collabora-
tion on regional eco-
nomic and developmen-
tal policies, reinforcing
the summit’s national
importance.




PORT

m HYDERABAD, O7™ DECEMBER, 2025

MINISTERVAKITI
CONSTITUENCYAS STA

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

State Minister for Spo
rts, Animal Husbandry,
Youth Services, and Fish
eries, Vakiti Srihari, ex-
tended his warm con-
gratulations to the peo-
ple of Makthal constitu-
ency and the entire state
on the successful com-
pletion of two years of
the People’s Government
(Praja Palana). The Min-
ister proudly asserted
that he is spearheading
the development of the
Makthal constituency at
an unprecedented pace,
urging the public to criti-
cally observe and com-
pare the state of the con-
stituency before and
after the year 2023. High-
lighting a major develop-
mental initiative, the
Minister announced a
key Cabinet decision to
explore the establish-
ment of an 800-megawatt
thermal power plant in

Makthal under the stew-
ardship of NTPC (Na-
tional Thermal Power
Corporation). Should
this vital project materi-
alize, it is projected to
generate employment
opportunities for ap-
proximately 4,000 unem-
ployed youth in the re-
gion, providing a signi
ficant boost to local live-
lihoods. Furthermore,
the Minister revealed the
launch of the Makthal-
Narayanpet-Kodangal
Lift Irrigation Scheme, a
massive water project
initiated with an estima
ted budget of 5,000 cror
es. Addressing land ac-
quisition issues for the
project, he announced a
significant increase in
compensation for dis-
placed farmers. The
compensation rate per
acre has been raised
from 14 lakhs to 20 lak
hs, an additional 61lakhs,
which benefits the affect-
ed farmers with an add-

TELANGANA

ed 57 crores. In terms of
infrastructure, the Mak-
thal-Narayanpet road is
set for a major upgrade,
with 210 crores sanc-
tioned for its expansion
into a four-lane road. The
educational sector is also
receiving a substantial
boost with the establish-
ment of the Young India
Integrated School in the
constituency, which will
feature all modern infra-
structure and facilities,
backed by a budget of
250 crores.

Additionally, 42 crores
have been sanctioned for
the construction of the
Anugonda R&R Center
for rehabilitation and re-
settlem ent purposes.
Minister Srihari also de-
tailed the extensive
farmer welfare meas-
ures, noting that 363
crores in loan waivers
have been implemented
in the constituency, di-
rectly benefiting 33,788
farmers. The govern-

DEPUTY CM BHATTI VIKRAMARKAANNOUNCES
TELANGANA GLOBAL RISING SUMMIT DETAILS
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Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka Mal-
lu formally announced
the comprehensive de-
tails of the upcoming
“Telangana Global Ris-
ing - 2025 Summit” dur-
ing a media briefing. He
confirmed that the state
government is organiz-
ing this prestigious ev
ent at the Bharat Future
City on the 8th and 9th of
this month. He explicitly
clarified that this sum-
mit is an exclusive Eco-
nomic Summit, with the
core objective centered
on achieving a 3 Trillion
Dollar economy for Tel-
angana by the year 2047.
The foundational Vision

Document guiding this
economic goal has been
meticulously prepared
incorporating valuable
advice and suggestions
from both the NITI Aay-
og and the ISB (Indian
School of Business)-Hy-
derabad. The Deputy CM
stated that the summit
will formally commence
at 1:30 PM on December
8th and will be inaugu-
rated by the State Gover-
nor, Jishnu Dev Varma.
He expressed great satis-
faction that such a sig-
nifi cant event is being
hosted at the Future City.
He highlighted that the
entire Cabinet, under the
strategic leadership of
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, collectively delib-

FORMER MINISTER HARISH
RAO SLAMS CONGRESS
OVER FAILURETO SUPPLY
UREATO FARMERS
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Senior BRS leader
and former Minister
T. Harish Rao launc
hed a scathing attack
on the Congress gov-
ernment, specifically
targeting Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy,
labeling the current
administration as a
“curse” upon the sta
te’s farmers due to its
“anti-farmer polici
es.” Harish Rao high-
lighted a critical and
immediate issue by
referencing the plight
of farmers in Dhar-
maraopeta village of
Khanapur Mandal in
the Narsampet con-
stituency, which the
Chief Minister had re-
cently visited. The fa
rmers in this area are
reportedly facing se-
vere hardships and
long queues for urea,
directly contradicting
the CM’s recent pro-
nouncements of suc-
cess. The BRS leader
severely criticized CM
Revanth Reddy for fo-
cusing on “empty
rhetoric” and wasting
public funds on “vic-
tory celebrations” wh
ile neglecting the ba-
sic needs of the agri-
cultural sector. He
mocked the CM’s an-
nouncements of the

“Global Summit” and
“Vision 2047” by chal-
lenging him to prior-
itize the immediate
and essential task of
ensuring adequate
urea supply to the
farmers. Harish Rao
accused the govern-
ment of abandoning
the agricultural plan,
resulting in a situa-
tion where farmers,
women, and the elder-
ly are forced to stand
in lengthy queues for
hours to secure ferti-
lizer. He asserted that
the government’s “im-
moral rule” has be-
come a curse, and the
ir anti-farmer policies
are making the lives
of cultivators a living
hell. The former Min-
ister expressed deep
shame that the cur-
rent administration
and the government
have failed to learn
any lessons from the
severe urea shortages
and bitter experiences
of the previous sea-
son. He warned that if
the situation is alrea
dy so dire at the start
of the season, it is like
ly to worsen signifi-
cantly in the coming
months. Harish Rao
concluded his state-
ment with a strong de-
mand to the state
government.

erated and contributed
to the formulation of
this ambitious Vision
Document. The summit
is set to feature keynote
addresses from numer-
ous world-renowned
economists and promi-
nent global figures. The
line-up of speakers on
the first day, December
8th, includes Nobel Lau-
reate Abhijit Banerjee,
Eric Swider (Director of
Trump Media & Technol-
ogy Group), Minister
Sridhar Babu, Karnata-
ka Deputy CM D.K. Shi-
vakumar, Nobel Peace
Laureate Kailash Sat-
yarthi, Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw, Union Minis-
ter Kishan Reddy, and
Deputy Chief Minister

Bhatti Vikramarka him-
self. A key highlight will
be the keynote address
by Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy at 2:30 PM
on the 8th. Following the
major addresses, the
summit will transition
into multiple depart-
ment-specific sessions,
scheduled to begin be-
tween 3:00 PM and 4:00
PM. These sessions will
feature the respective
Cabinet Ministers, their
Principal Secretaries,
and subject matter ex-
perts. Similar in-depth
sessions will continue
throughout the second
day, December 9th, start-
ing at 9:00 AM, leading
up to the closing ceremo-
ny at 6:00 PM. Details re-

garding the dignitaries
attending the concluding
session are set to be an-
nounced shortly. Deputy
CM Vikramarka further
elaborated on the inter-
national participation,
revealing that the sum-
mit will host 154 dele-
gates from 44 countries
across 6 continents, with
a significant representa-
tion of 46 delegates from
the United States alone.
He emphasized that all
political parties within
the state have been invit-
ed to ensure broad sup-
port for the state’s eco-
nomic future, with offici
als personally extending
the invitations. He con-
firmed that the Chief
Minister, himself, and

other Cabinet Ministers
have personally extended
invitations to key nation-
al figures. The Deputy
CM concluded by stress-
ing the unique, strategic
nature of the Telangana
Global Rising Summit,
stating its sole intention
is to attract investors and
secure Telangana’s fu-
ture economic prosperi-
ty. He app ealed for collec-
tive cooperation from
everyone to ensure the
summit’s success, and as-
sured that while alterna-
tive arrangements are in
place to address potential
airline issues, special flig
hts would be organized
for important dignitaries
if any travel difficulties
arise.

BRS WORKING PRESIDENT KTR SLAMS CENTRE
AND CONGRESS OVER NEWLABOUR CODES
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BRS Working Presiden
t K.T. Rama Rao (KTR),
speaking at a round table
meeting of labor unions
at Telangana Bhavan, de-
livered sharp criticism
against both the Central
Government and the
Congress State Govern-
ment over the proposed
new labor codes. KTR be-
gan by paying tribute to
B.R. Ambedkar on his
death anniversary, not-
ing that the Telangana
state itself was formed
due to the Constitution
written by him. He ob-
served that India faces a
stark contradiction be-
tween having the world’s
richest individuals and
pervasive poverty. KTR
argued that implement-
ing laws brought in the
US and Europe under the
guise of the ‘World is a
Global Village’ concept
is unsuitable for India’s
social context. He specif-
ically criticized bringing
in new reforms as part of
Free Trade Agreements
without considering lo-
cal social realities, call-
ing for rebellion against
such laws. He highlight-
ed that 92% of the coun-
try’s population holds
white ration cards, un-
derscoring the wide-
spread poverty. He com-
mended former CM KCR
for always prioritizing
the welfare of the poor
with a human touch, cit-
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ing the example of KCR
providing textile orders
worth 3,500 crores over
ten years for Bathukam-
ma sarees to support the
Sircilla weavers. He con-
trasted this with the cur-
rent government, noting
that KCR previously pro-
vided financial aid from
the party funds to the
families of weavers who
committed suicide when
the party was in opposi-
tion, to awaken the rul-
ers, and later provided
government aid when in
power. KTR used the eco-
nomic success of Chi-
na—now a $60 trillion
economy compared to
India’s $4 trillion—as an
example of a nation that
achieved results by con-
stantly adopting new pol-
icies aligned with its peo-
ple. He criticized the lack
of debate on such criti-
cal issues in India. He as-
serted that the solution
to many problems lies in
electing a party that
fights for the people and

A Round!Table Meeting to Discuss
on the Recently Enacted Four Labour Codes
= and Shram Shakti Neeti - 2025
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has adequate representa-
tion in Parliament. He
lamented that the BRS’s
lack of Lok Sabha repre-
sentation enables the
Congress and BJP to col-
lude on such laws. KTR
provided the recent dis-
ruption caused by Indigo
Airlines as a direct exam
ple of the negative impac
t of monopoly and the Ce
ntral Government plac-
ing critical infrastructu
re like ports and airports
in the hands of a few. He
mentioned that over a
thousand flights were ca
nceled, turning airports
into ‘bus and railway sta-
tions’, and attributed th
is chaos to labor exploi-
tation. He claimed the Ce
ntral Government suc-
cumbed to Indigo’s pres-
sure rather than the air-
line yielding. KTR warn
ed that if the new labor
codes are implemented,
the kind of discomfort
and chaos witnessed
with Indigo would
spread to other sectors.
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He declared that the
BRTU (BRS Trade Un-
ion) has no objection to
working with any labor
union to oppose the new
codes, as there are no
elections currently. He
reiterated that prevent-
ing the implementation
of the labor codes in Tel-
angana would serve as a
‘compass for the entire
nation’. KTR strongly
questioned how the Con-
gress government could
implement a bill that So-
nia Gandhi opposed in
Delhi. He called for the
start of the protest from
Telangana, including
meeting the Union Labor
Minister and Parliamen-
tary Standing Commit-
tee members in Delhi.
KTR announced that
they would stagnate the
Assembly and Council
sessions until the labor
codes implementation is
stopped, and they plan to
hold the next round table
meeting in Warangal.
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ment procured about
270,000 metric tons of
paddy during the Kharif
and Rabi seasons, depos-
iting 619 crores into
farmers’ accounts, with
an additional 122 crores
disbursed as a bonus
payment. The Minister
also highlighted the ex-
pansion of social securi-
ty, confirming the sanc-
tion of 12,552 new ration
cards in Makthal alone,
benefiting approximate-
1y 60,000 people, who now
receive 6 kgs of fine rice
per head.

Health infrastructure
is set to improve dramat-
ically with the opening
of a 150-bed hospital on
ten acres in Makthal
town within the next six
months, and 26 crores
sanctioned for a 50-bed
hospital in Atmakur tow
n. New Dialysis Centers
have been established in
Makthal and Atmakur
with an investment of 6
crores. Furthermore,

SRIHARI DECLARES MAKTHAL
E'S NUMBER ONE IN DEVELOPMENT

3,500 Indiramma houses
have been sanctioned
with a budget of 175
crores, along with 221
crores for BT road con-
struction and 16 crores
for repairs. 6 crores have
been sanctioned for 20
Gram Panchayat build-
ings and 19 Anganwadi
centers. The Minister
also mentioned the Mini
Tank Bund bea utifica-
tion in Makthal town at a
cost of 6 crores and the
government’s approval
for establishing a Court
in Makthal, with the
MLA camp office tempo-
rarily allocated for the
court building. Minister
Srihari concluded with a
bold pledge to ensure
Makthal constituency
achieves the Number
One position in develop-
ment across the entire
state, promising to se-
cure more funds in the
next three years to fulfill
this ambitious goal.
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Senior BRS leader
and former Minister
T. Harish Rao has is-
sued a strong condem-
nation of the Congre
ss government under
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, accusing
them of deliberately
stalling welfare sche
mes and creating an
“insecurity hub” in
Telangana. Speaking
at a press event, Har-
ish Rao alleged that
the government is at-
tempting to drastical-
ly prune the list of
beneficiaries for wel-
fare schemes rather
than expanding cover-
age. He specifically
targeted the issue of
ration cards, demand-
ing that the govern-
ment immediately is-
sue them to all eligible
applicants without
imposing confusing
pre-conditions. He
criticized the govern-
ment for trying to co
mpile beneficiary list
s in Hyderabad, far re-
moved from the grou
nd reality, instead of
relying on local vil-
lage-level selection
processes. Harish Rao
highlighted the BRS
government’s human-
itarian approach un-
der former CM KCR,
noting they issued
over 6,47,479 new ra-
tion cards and provid-
ed ration support to
an additional 20,69,033
beneficiaries over ten
years. He emphasized
that the BRS signifi-
cantly increased the
income limits for ra-
tion card eligibility to
ensure more poor
families benefited,
raising the rural limit
to 1.51akh and the ur-

FORMER MINISTER HARISH
RAO ACCUSES CONGRESS OF
STALLING WELFARE SCHEMES
AND PRUNING RATION CARDS

ban limit to 2.5 lakh.
Taking current infla-
tion into account,
Harish Rao demanded
that the Congress gov-
ernment adjust these
limits fur ther to 2.55
lakh for rural areas
and 3.41akh for urban
areas to prevent the
exclusion of needy
families. The BRS
leader also accused
CM Revanth Reddy of
attempting to black-
mail voters by threat-
ening to cancel their
ration cards and other
benefits if they did
not vote for the Con-
gress party in bye-
elections. Further-
more, Harish Rao
criticized the Con-
gress government for
stalling the imple-
mentation of 11 major
projects worth an esti-
mated 13,000 crore.
He pointed out the
failure to implement
loan waivers and the
government’s boasts
about the Arogyasri
scheme while failing
to pay pending bills
amounting to 1,900
crore owed to hospi-
tals. He urged the peo-
ple of the state to re-
ject the current “chaot
ic and anarchic” rule
and stressed that only
the Chief Minister’s
family seems to be
benefiting, while the
rest of the 40 million
people of Telangana
are suffering. Harish
Rao concluded by as-
serting that the ver-
dict of the people in
the recent election
should be seen as a
crucial opportunity to
set a new political
tone against the cur-
rent administration’s
alleged failures and
anti-people policies.
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Former Minister Harish Rao Slams Cm Revanth
Reddy Over Governance And Sihe Project

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

Former Minister and
senior BRS leader Har-
ish Rao launched a scat
hing attack on Chief M
inister Revanth Reddy,
using a harsh analogy:
"Just because a dog is se
ated on a golden throne,
it doesn't change its na-
ture. Similarly, seating
Revanth Reddy in the
Chief Minister's chair
will not change his old h
abits, nor can he change
them." Harish Rao chal-
lenged the CM, asking
what he has achieved in
the past two years other
than "crying over KCR
Garu and the BRS Par-
ty." He accused the CM
of "shamelessly wan-
dering around under
the guise of victory cel-
ebrations and speaking
vulgarly," asserting that

such actions do not mag-
ically transform non-
existent work into achi
evements. He warned
that the public will not
forget the welfare bene-
fits delivered during the
BRS tenure, regardless
of the propagation of
falsehoods. Harish Rao
specifically targeted the
CM's claim that the BRS
government did not is-
sue a single ration card,
branding it as a "blatant
lie," and demanded a
clarification on whether
the 6,47,479 ration cards
sanctioned by the BRS
are untrue. He also
questioned the CM on
the BRS government's
move to increase the ra-
tion from 4 kg per per-
son to 6 kg per person
for every family mem-
ber. Turning to the sen-
sitive SLBC (Srisailam

Left Bank Canal) Pro-
ject, Harish Rao ques-
tioned who held a grud
ge against the people of
Nalgonda and who ini-
tially designed the pro-
ject to be a "never-end-
ing project," and who ne
glected it. He countered
the CM's accusations by
providing figures, stat-
ing that the BRS govern-
ment spent 3,892 crores
and completed 11.48 kil-
ometers of tunnel work,
questioning if the Con-
gress government lacks
these records or why the
CM repeatedly resorts
to falsehoods. He fur-
ther blamed the current
government's "ill-con-
ceived decisions, negli-
gence, and reckless ac-
tions" for plunging the
SLBC into its current cr
itical state. He accused
the CM of being respon-

sible for the loss of eight
innocent lives due to
taking action without
proper precautions or
conducting a necessary
study. Harish Rao decla
red that the CM's comme
nts on irrigation cause
"irritation" to the pub-
lic, especially since the
government has not pro-
vided water to a single
new acre in two years.
He lambasted the CM fo
r failing to stop Andhra
Pradesh from illegally
diverting Krishna water
and preparing DPRs for
illegal projects, while
choosing to "cry over
the BRS." He labeled the
current administration
as a "useless govern-
ment" for being unable
to retrieve the bodies
trapped in the SLBC
tunnel. The former Min-
ister criticized the CM

for prioritizing "playing
football" and neglecting
governance and public
issues while all sections
of society suffer, comp
aring it to "Nero fiddling
while Rome burned." He
questioned the CM's
commitment, asking,
"Are you the Chief Min-
ister of the state or a
world player?" Harish
Rao concluded by urg-
ing the CM to abandon
his "illusory world" of
"Global Summits" and
"Scam Plans," arguing
that the public has rec-
ognized the govern-
ment's deceit, incapaci-
ty, and "scam-ridden
rule," calling for him to
focus on actual adminis-
tration and drop his ar-
rogance and ignorance.

Bjp M P Eatala Rajender Criticizes
Congress For Pending Bills Of Sarpanches

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

BJP Member of Par-
liament Eatala Rajender
sharply criticized the
rul ing Congress govern-
men t for its failure to
clear the pending bills
for works executed by
Sarpanches, despite the
party having been in
power for two full years.
MP Rajender voiced his
criticism while actively
campaigning in support
of local election candi-
dates backed by the BJP
across several villages
in the K amalapur Man-
dal, Hanamkonda dis-
trict, inclu ding Ka-

malapur, Bheempally,
Kannur, and Gundedu.
Addressing the local res-
idents and party work
ers, MP Rajender assert-
ed that the development
activities currently vis-
ible in the villages are
being carried out exclu-
sively with funds relea
sed by the Central Gov-
ernment. He went fur-
ther to claim that even
the construction of dou-
ble-bedroom houses, a
flagship welfare scheme,
is being executed utiliz-
ing funds provided by
the Central Govern-
ment. The BJP leader
highlighted the precari-

MLC ADDANKI DAYAKAR
COUNTERS KCR'S
REMARKS

TPN Bureau | Dec
06 2025

MLC Dr. Addanki
Dayakar delivered a
sharp counter to the r
ecent statements ma
de by BRS Chief K.
Chandrashekar Rao
(KCR), asserting that
neither the BRS nor
the BJP possesses the
leadership capability
to challenge Chief Mi
nister A. Revanth Red-
dy. Dr. Dayakar argued
that the CM's confide
nt declaration of re-
maining Chief Minis-
ter for the next ten ye
ars is rooted in this fu
ndamental lack of for-
midable opposition.
He stated emphatical-
ly that Revanth Reddy
has evolved into a po
werful political force
with widespread pub-
lic acceptance and app
roval. Addressing the

although he dismissed
the possibility of th
em regaining power
as a "mere dream." Dr.
Dayakar warned that
if KCR continuestore
main invisible, the B
RS will inevitably hav
e to be "gifted away" to
the BJP or another po-
litical entity.

The MLC also ana-
lyzed the internal dy-
namics of the BRS lea
dership, observing tha
t KCR seems to be "tes
ting" K.T. Rama Rao
(KTR) by handing him
the reins. He labeled
the actions of senior
leader Harish Rao as
"suspicious" and not-
ed that Kavitha has
"stepped out" (imply-
ing she isno longer an
active participant in
core leadership). He
concluded this analy-
sis by declaring that

BRS, Dr. Dayakar not-
ed that KCR's recent
stat ements regarding
po wer have created
visible confusion amo
ng BRS leaders. He de-
livered a severe cri-
tique of the BRS's cur-
rent trajectory, stating
that as long as KCR re
m ains out of the pub-
lic eye, the party's ver
y survival is tenuous.
He challenged the for-
mer Chief Minister to
emerge as an "agitator
and former CM" and
actively engage in po-
litical struggle if the
BRS is to have any
chance of existence,

without KCR, the BRS
would become a "ban
krupt party" Turning
to the state governme
nt, Dr. Dayakar prais
ed CM Revanth Red-
dy's efforts, stating
that the Chief Minis-
ter is using the Global
Summit as a platform
to introduce the state
to the world. He em-
phasized that the CM
is treating develop-
ment and welfare as
"two eyes," indicating
a balanced approach
to governance. Dr.
Dayakar concluded by
affirming that the peo-
ple of Telangana.

ous financial condition
of the state, stating that
the State Government
lacks the necessary
funds even to pay the
salaries of sanitation
workers in the Panchay-
ats. This critique under-
scored his argument
that the state govern-
ment is failing in its fun-
damental financial and
administrative responsi-
bilities at the grassroots
level, which directly im-
pacts the day-to-day
cleanliness and mainte-
nance of the villages. He
also touched upon the
unethical electoral prac-
tices, noting reports that

some individuals are at-
tempting to "buy votes
with money" during the
local elections. MP Ra-
jender str ongly empha-
sized the intrinsic value
of human dignity, stat-
ing, "The self -respect of
people cannot be
priced." He positioned
himself as a dedicated
advocate for the poor, af-
firming, "Eatala is a son
who fights for the poor."
He assured the local pop-
ulace that regardless of
whether he is in a posi-
tion of power or not, the
responsibility for ensur-
ing that they receive all
necessary amenities and

benefits remains his pri-
ority. This statement
aimed to build confi-
dence in the BJP candi-
dates and to reassure the
electorate of his contin-
ued commitment to the
constituency's welfare
and its residents. His
campaign pitch focused
heavily on the need for
local representation that
aligns with the resource-
rich Central Governme
nt, positioning the BJP
as the most effective cha
nnel for sustained rural
development and the tim
ely release of funds for
village works. The cam-
paign event served to

mobilize local support
and highlight the al-
leged administrative
and financial shortcom-
ings of the incumbent
Congress regime in ful-
filling its local body obli-
gations, especi ally con-
cerning the salaries of
essential workers and
the reimbursement for
executed works by local
representatives. The
MP’s visit provided a po-
litical platform to advo-
cate for greater trans-
parency and financial
acco untability from the
state government to-
wards the rural local
bodies.

Brs Leader T Harish Rao Slams Congress
Over Continuing Urea Shortage

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

Senior BRS leader and
former Minister T. Har-
ish Rao launched a stron
g condemnation of the
Congress government,
accusing it of failing to
resolve the persistent ur
ea shortage that has plag
ued farmers. He high-
lighted that the crisis,
which initially troubled
farmers throughout the
Kharif season, has now
continued unabated into
the current Rabi season.
Harish Rao firmly stated
that the farmers of Tel-
angana are being pushed
to the brink of despera-
tion due to the "ill-advis
ed policies" of the Con-
gress government. To
substantiate his claims,
he directly referenced
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy's recent moveme
nts, presenting a pointed
challenge: "Revanth Red-
dy garu... These are the
very hardships farmers
are enduring to get urea
in Dharmaraopet village
of Khanapur mandal in
Narsampet constituency,
the same area you visit-
ed just yesterday," illus-
trating the CM's alleged
disconnect from the gro
und realities. The BRS
leader fiercely criticized
the Chief Minister for
his inability to ensure a
consistent and adequate
urea supply for the agri-
cultural sector. He ac-
cused the CM of making
"hollow claims about de-
velopment" and of reck-

lessly "wasting public
money on lavish victory
celebrations," all while
failing to execute tangi-
ble work on the ground.
Harish Rao sarcastically
attacked the CM's focus
on macro-level projects,
stating, "While you beat
empty drums and show
heaven in the palm by
talking about Global Su
mmits and Vision 2047,
first focus on supplying
urea to our farmers." He
alleged that the Congress
government's complete
disregard for agricultur-
al planning has forced
farmers, including wom-
en and the elderly, to suf-

fer the humiliation of
standing in long queues
for hours just to procure
the essential urea. He
charged that the current
rule has become a "curse
for the far mers of Telan-
gana" and that the anti-
farmer policies are mak-
ing farmers "see hell."
Harish Rao expressed
shame that the govern-
ment had clearly learned
nothing from the bitter
urea crisis experienced
during the previous sea-
son. He issued a grave
warning, stating that if
the situation is this dire
right at the commence-
ment of the Rabi season,

the scenario in the com-
ing days could become
"terrible." The former
Minister concluded his
critique by placing an ur-
gent and non-negotiable
demand on the govern-
ment: to immediately im-
plement all necessary ar-
rangements to ensure
there is no further short-
age of urea and that far
mers are not subjected to
any more hardship or
distress in securing the
required fertilizer. He
urged the government to
prioritize the agrarian
crisis over political
grand standing and in-
ternational summits.

TPN Bureau | Dec
06 2025

The Working Presi-
dent of the BRS Party
issued a strong state-
ment challenging the
ruling Congress gov-
ernment in Telangana
regarding the imple-
mentation of the new
labor codes. The BRS
leader highlighted a
significant political
contradiction, ques-
tioning how the Con-
gress government in
Telangana could pro-
ceed with the approv-
al or implementation
of laws that their own
national leader, Sonia
Gandhi, had explicitly
opposed in the Parlia-
ment. This action, ac-
cording to the BRS W
orking President,
places the state Con-
gress unit at odds wit
h its central leader-
ship and its stated ide-
ological position on
labor rights. In respo
nse to this perceived
contradiction and the
negative impact of
the new labor laws on
workers, the BRS lead
er announced a strate-
gic plan of action for
the party. He called for
the organization of
widespread awaren
ess meetings (Avagaa-
hana Sadassulu) in all
district headquarters
across Telangana. Th
e primary objective of
these gatherings will
be to directly challen
ge and demand that
the Congress party

Brs Working President
Demands Congress Halt New
Labour Laws Implementation

and the state govern-
ment refrain from im-
plementing the new
labor codes. The BRS
Working President
stressed the national
importance of suc-
cessfully blocking
these new labor laws
in Telangana. He pro-
claimed that if the
BRS movement suc-
ceeds in preventing
the implementation
of these new labor
laws within the state,
this victory would set
a crucial precedent
and serve as a "com-
pass" (Diksuchi) or
guiding light for other
states across the coun-
try that are also re-
sisting the codes. This
stance positions the
BRS as a key defender
of labor rights and
aims to mobilize sig-
nificant support amo
ng the state's work-
force. The BRS lead-
er's push seeks to en-
sure that the state gov
ernment does not en-
dorse or enforce legis-
lation that is deemed
detrimental to the in-
terests of workers and
which has faced stro
ng opposition at the
central level from Con
gress leadership. This
move is calculated to
apply political pres-
sure on the Congress
government and stren
gthen the BRS party's
image as the champi-
on of labor and social
justice issues in Tel
angana.
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Dgp Has Senior Home Guards Cut Cake
On Home Guards Foundation Day

- —— .

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

A special program was
meticulously organized
at the DGP office on Sat-
urday, December 6, 2025,
to commemorate the Ho
me Guards Foundation
Day. Home Guards work-
ing at the DGP office con-
vened a special meeting
and cordially invited DG
P Sri B. Sivadhar Reddy
as the chief guest for the
celebrations. Upon arriv-
ing at the event, DGP Sri
B. Sivadhar Reddy hon-
ored the occasion by hav-
ing the cake, prepared
for the Home Guards Fo
undation Day, cut by the
most senior Home Gu
ards. Home Guards, in-

cluding female Home
Guards, who have dedi-
cated over 30 years of
service collectively par-
ticipated in the cake-cut-
ting ceremony. Address-
ing the gathering, Dir
ector General of Police
Sri B. Sivadhar Re ddy
extended his warm wish-
es to all Home Guards
across the state on the oc-
casion of their Founda-
tion Day. He acknowl-
edged and highly praised
the pivotal role that
Home Guards play with-
in the State Police De-
partment. The DGP par-
ticularly commended
their commitment, not-
ing that Home Guards
deliver their crucial ser-

vices without expecta-
tion of commensurate co
mpensation. He drew a
favorable comparison,

stating that the current
situation of Home Gu
ards is considerably bet-
ter than when he first

joined the service, and
emphatically praised the
m as the backbone of the
Police Department. DGP

Reddy revealed that cer-
tain issues concerning
the welfare of Home Gua
rds are presently under
the active consideration
of the government. He
specifically highlighted
that the matter of com-
passionate appointments
needs to be resolved swi
ftly. He expressed his hop
e that these appointmen
ts could soon be imple-
mented, similar to a pro-
gram of homage, for the
families of Home Guards
who die in the line of dut
y. Furthermore, he men-
tioned that he has alrea
dy held discussions with
officials from various
banks interested in pro-
viding life insurance

coverage to the Home
Guards. He pointed out
that both HDFC and Axis
Banks are already pro-
viding ex-gratia payme
nts to the families of Ho
me Guards who lose the
ir lives while performing
their duties. The DGP
concluded his address on
an optimistic note, ex-
pressing confidence that
the Home Guards will
soon hear good news re-
garding the issues cur-
rently under governmen-
tal review. The event was
also gra ced by the pres-
ence of Home Guards Ad
ditional DGP Smt. Swati
Lakra, who detailed the
welfare schemes already
being implemented by

the government for the
Home Guards. She spe-
cifically mentioned the
recent distribution of
15,075 raincoats and 4,700
woolen jackets and con-
firmed ongoing discus-
sions with relevant offi-
cials regarding other
matters under govern-
ment consideration. Oth-
er senior officials, in-
cluding Law and Order
Additional DGP Sri Ma-
hesh M. Bhagwat, CID
Ad ditional DGP Charu
Sinha, and IGPs Sri S.
Chandrasekhar Reddy
and Dr. M. Ramesh, also
participated in the
function.

Mic Dasoju Sravan Attends Funeral 0f Sai
Eeshwara chari,emnds Compensation

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

The funeral rites for
Sai Eeshwara Chari,
who tragically commit-
ted suicide due to dis-
tress over the alleged
deception by the Con-
gress government con-
cerning BC reservatio
ns, were concluded at
the cremation grounds
in Jagadgirigutta. Das
oju Sravan, a promi-
nent BRS leader and
MLC, attended the sol-
emn final rites. MLC
Sravan participated ac-
tively in the funeral pro
cession, demonstrating
his respect and support
by carrying the bier of
the deceased. He re-
mained present until
the very end of the fu-

neral proceedings, of-
fering solace and com-
fort to the bereaved
family members during
their time of profound
grief. Speaking on the
matter, MLC Dasoju
Sravan condemned the
situation that led to the
tragic loss of life. He
forcefully demanded
that the government
immediately provide

and compensation to
the distressed family of
the victim. The suicide,
stemming from deep
frustration and alleged
disappointment regard-
ing the lack of clear ac-
tion or perceived be-
trayal over the promi
sed Backward Classes
(BC) reservations, has
brought the sensitive is-

sue back into the politi-
cal spotlight. Dasoju
Sravan highlighted that
Sai Eeshwara Chari’s
extreme step under-
scores the severe emo-
tional and mental toll th
at political issues, par-
ticularly those concern-
ing reservation and so-
cial justice, can inflict
upon individuals who
feel marginalized or mi
sled by governing bod-
ies. His presence at the
funeral, a gesture of
solidarity beyond sim-
ple political rhetoric,
aimed to demonstrate
the BRS party’s com-
mitment to the cause of
BC welfare and reserva-
tions. The BRS leader’s
call for government aid
is intended to ensure

that the victim’s family,
who are now facing
both immense emotion-
al loss and financial
hardship, receives im-
mediate and adequate
relief from the state.
The incident is expect-
ed to intensify the po-
litical debate surround-
ing the implementation
and commitment to wel-
fare policies and reser-
vation guarantees for
the Backward Classes
community within Tel-
angana. The BRS party
islikely to leverage this
tragic event to further
pressure the ruling
Congress government
on its handling of BC
reservation policies in
the state assembly and
public forums.

Corporator Raj Jethender Nath Pays Homage To

Ambedkar And Inaugurates Cc Road Works

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

On December 6, 2025,
Corporator Raj Je-
thender Nath of Divi-
sion 133 (Machabollar-
um GHMC) participated
in two significant events
within his constituency.
The day commenced
with a solemn ceremony
marking the 69th death
anniversary (Vardhan-
thi) of Babasaheb Amb
edkar at Ambedkar Na-
gar Colony, Division 133.
The Corporator, along
with numerous local
leaders and residents,
offered floral tributes
and paid profound hom-

age to Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, acknowledging his
immense and invaluable
service and fundamen-
tal contribution to the
nation, especially as the
chief architect of the In-
dian Constitution. Later
that day, Corporator Raj
Jethender Nath moved
on to inaugurate the
highly anticipated Ce-
ment Concrete (CC)
Road works. These spe-
cific road works, costing
35.5 lakhs, were com-
menced at Balaji En-
clave Road Nos. 1, 2, and
3, situated near the Mot-
kulakunta lake in the
same division. These

projects were described
as long-pending infra-
structure requirements
that are expected to sig-
nificantly improve con-
nectivity and conveni-
ence for the residents
living in these fully oc-
cupied colonies. Follow-
ing the inauguration,
the Corporator also vis-
ited the colony park,
which had been previ-
ously developed under
his supervision. During
this visit, residents ap-
proached him with a re-
quest for the installation
of lighting within the pa
rk area. Corporator Raj
Jethender Nath prompt-

ly discussed the immedi-
ate requirement with
the accompanying offi-
cials on-site and provid-
ed a firm assurance to
the residents that the
lighting project would
be taken up positively
and without delay. The
entire program and ini-
tiative were well-receiv
ed by the community. At-
tendees included Colony
President Dr. Satyana
rayana, along with sev-
eral colony residents su
ch as Raji Reddy, Chan-
drashekar Reddy, Pra
veen Reddy, Jhansi, Ma
matha, Anu, and Rajitha,
who warmly welcomed

Gopichand Inaugurates International
Ube Conference At Yashoda Hospitals-Hitech City

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

Yashoda Hospitals-
Hitech City successful-
ly hosted a significant
2-day International Con
ference and Live Work-
shop focused on Unilat-
eral Biportal Endosco-
py (UBE). The event,
which serves as a major
platform for advancing
minimally invasive
spine surgery, was for-
mally inaugurated by
the esteemed senior
badminton player and
Indian Coach Pullela
Gopichand, alongside
the Managing Director
of Yashoda Hospitals

Group, Dr. G. S. Rao.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration, Pullela Gopich
and highlighted a criti-
cal public health issue,
stating that sports inju-
ries are a major con-
cern in India, and obser
ved that spinal prob-
lems, particularly per-
sistent low back pain
(LBP), are increasingly
common among Indian
athletes. This observa-
tion underscored the
relevance of advanced
procedures like UBE in
the context of sports
medicine. Dr. G. S. Rao,
representing the host
institution, emphasized

the rapid moderniza-
tion and expanding
scope of the field of mi
nimally invasive spine
surgery. He proudly not-
ed that the conference
serves as a vital plat-
form for the crucial sha
ring of medical knowl-
edge among specialized
medical professionals
drawn from diverse
countries, all converg-
ing to focus on the latest
innovations in medical
science and surgical
techniques. Dr. Balara-
jasekhar Chandra, a
Senior Neuro & Endo-
scopic Spine Surgeon at
Yashoda Hospitals-

Hitech City, stated the
overarching mission of
the event. He declared
that “Global UBE Con-
2025 is not just a confer-
ence, it is a platform to
make minimally inva-
sive spine surgery ac-
cessible to patients acr
oss the globe in a pre-
cise and safe manner.”
The conference brought
together numerous in-
ternational experts in
the field to discuss and
demonstrate cutting-
edge techniques in UBE,
which allows surgeons
to treat various spinal
conditions with smaller
incisions, leading to less

the developmental initia-
tives. Senior Congress
leaders, including Bob-
bili Surendar Reddy,
Srinivas G oud, Laddu
Reddy, D. Swami, Sam-
path Yadav, Naveen, Sur-
endar, Kri shna, Ven-
katesh, Deva, and
Venkat, also participated
in the events, underscor-
ing the political support
for the local development
agenda. The Corpora-
tor’s dual focus on honor-
ing historical figures and
delivering tangible infra-
structure improvements
reflects a comprehensive
approach to serving his
constituency.

pain, shorter hospital
stays, and faster recov-
ery times for patients.
The goal is to standard-
ize these advanced, less-
invasive methods and
facilitate their wider
adoption international-
ly, thereby improving
patient outcomes and
the overall quality of
spinal care worldwide.
The inauguration by a
figure like Pullela Gop-
ichand, who is deeply
familiar with the physi-
cal demands and inju-
ries faced by athletes,
brought a compelling,
real-world context to the
medical discussions.

Mild Tension Breaks Out At
Tank Bund During Ambedkar
Death Anniversary Event

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

A situation of mild
tension briefly emerge
d at Tank Bund during
the commemorative ev
ent held to mark Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar’s death
anniversary. The inci-
dent occurred when a
group of members be-
longing to the Mala San
gham (Mala Associa-
tion) unexpectedly con-
fronted Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka Mallu, who was
present at the memori-
al. The primary motive
behind the confronta-
tion was the group’s
unified demand for im-
mediate amendments
to the SC classification
law. They sought direct
intervention from the
Deputy CM, who is
himself a prominent
figure from the Dalit
community, to address

what they perceive as
long-standing inequali-
ties or issues within
the existing Scheduled
Caste classification
framework. The sud-
den protest action cre-
ated a temporary secu-
rity concern and led to
the momentary disrup-
tion of the solemn cer-
emony. The Police per-
sonnel who were on
duty at the location re-
sponded swiftly and de-
cisively to the unfold-
ing situation. They qui
ckly moved to disperse
the protesters and re-
store order to the area,
ensuring the safety of
the dignitaries and the
smooth continuation
of the memorial event.
Fortunately, due to the
rapid response and ef-
fective management by
the police, no untoward
incidents or escalated
violence were reported.

The incident under-
scored the deep sensi-
tivity and ongoing po-
litical relevance of the
SC classification and
reservation issues in
the state. While the cer-
emony proceeded with-
out further disturban
ce, the confrontation
highlighted the specific
and pressing demands
of certain Scheduled
Caste grou ps regard-
ing the equitable distri-
bution of benefits un-
der the existing class
ification system. The
event se rves as a pub-
lic remin der to the rul-
ing government, espe-
cially the Deputy Chief
Minister, about the nee
d to urgently address
and resolve these high-
ly contentious and po-
litically charged issues
within the Scheduled
Caste community.

Mia Marri Rajasekhar Reddy Pays

Rich Tributes To Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

On December 6, 2025, |
marking the death an- |
niversary of the Chief |

Architect of the Indian
Constitution, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, Malkajgiri

e ‘w

MLA Marri Rajasekhar |

Reddy led solemn com-
memorations by pay-
ing rich tributes to the
revered leader. The ML
A commenced the day’s
events at his camp of-
fice where he offered a
floral garland and paid
his respects to a portra
it of Dr. Ambedkar. Sub
sequently, he partici-
pated in grand floral tri
butes at two major loca-
tions within his con-
stituency: the Ambed-
kar Circle in Bhudevi
Nagar (Venkata Puram
Division) and at the
Ambedkar statue in
Venkatraopet (Alwal
Division). These events
were characterized by
reverence and wide par
ticipation from local
political leaders and
community members.
Addressing the attend-
ees during the comme
morations, MLA Ra-
jasekhar Reddy delive
red a compelling messa
ge, emphasizing the
timeless relevance of
Ambedkar’s ideology.
He stated, “The path of
equality, justice, and
social justice shown by
Dr. B. R. AmbedKkar is a
n eternal inspiration
for every Indian. His id
eas will remain a guid-
ing light for genera-
tions to come.” This
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statement encapsulat-
ed the spirit of the me-
morial, focusing on
Ambedkar’s lasting
legacy as a champion
of marginalized com-
munities and the archi-
tect of India’s founda-
tional legal document.
The programs saw sig-
nificant attendance, in-
cluding local Corpora-
tors Smt. Chintala San
thi Srinivas Reddy and
Sabitha Anil Kishore
Goud. Also present we
re BRS leaders Doli
Ramesh, Revanth Red-
dy, Mosin, Janardhan,
Suresh, and Arun. Rep-
resentatives from vari-
ous Ambedkar Associa-
tions, including Raju,
Ramesh Senthil, and

Prem, along with a
large number of party
workers and local citi-
zens, participated ac-
tively. The collective
presence of political
leaders and communi-
ty representatives from
different backgrounds
highlighted the biparti-
san respect command-
ed by Dr. Ambedkar’s
contributions to the na-
tion’s democratic and
social framework. The
events reaffirmed the
commitment of the lo-
cal leadership to up-
holding the principles
of social justice and
equality championed
by Ambedkar through-
out his life.
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TPCC CHIEF MAHESH KUMAR
GOUDVISITS VADADRI TEMPLE

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

TPCC President and
MLC Mahesh Kumar Go
ud, accompanied by his
family members, visited
the sacred shrine of Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha S
wamy Temple in Yadadri
today. The prominent po-
litical leader participat-
ed in special prayers and
rituals after having the
darshan (sacred view-
ing) of the presiding de-
ity, expressing his devo-
tion and seeking bless
ings. The event high-
lighted the intersection
of political life with spir-
itual tradition in Telan-

gana. Following the con-
clusion of his prayers,
the temple authorities
and priests extended a
warm and traditional
welcome to the TPCC Pre
sident. As a mark of re-
spect and tradition, they
formally presented him
with theertham (holy
water) and prasadam (sa-
cred food offerings). The
visit was noted as a per-
sonal and spiritual occa-
sion for the leader and
his family amidst their
political engagements,
reinforcing their connec-
tion to the state’s revered
religious sites. The Tel-
angana Pradesh Congr

ess Committee Preside
nt’s visit to such a major
temple, which is a key sy
mbol of the state’s cul-
tural heritage, often dra
ws public attention, thou
gh the nature of the visit
was purely devotional.
Mahesh Kumar Goud, a
key figure in the state’s
political landscape, offe
red prayers for the well-
being of the people of
Telangana and the suc-
cess of the current gov-
ernment’s welfare initi
atives.

The Yadadri temple, re
nowned as Telangana’s
own Tirupati, holds deep
religious significance as

REGIONAL

the abode of Lord Narasi
mha, an incarnation of
Vishnu in five forms (Pa
ncha Narasimha Kshe-
tram).1 Its monumental
renovation was a high-
profile project, making it
a critical cultural and
spiritual landmark. Gou
d’s visit is seen by politi-
cal observers as a gestur
e to connect with the pop-
ulace’s spiritual senti-
ments and reinforce the
ruling party’s commit-
ment to protecting and p
romoting the state’s tem-
ple culture. In recent tim
es, the TPCC chief has
been actively engaged in
state politics, addressing

policy matters like the
HILT Policy and mediat-
ing disputes among par-
ty ministers to present a
unified front.2 This tem-
ple visit provides a brief
respite from his rigorous
political schedule while
subtly maintaining a
public presence associ-
ated with Telangana’s
premier deity. His par-
ticipation in the Archa-
na and Kalyanotsavam
rituals, often performed
for prosperity and peace,
is a message of faith di-
rected toward both his
constituents and the par-
ty cadre.

TRAGEDY IN US: TWO TELUGU STUDENTS

DIEINALABAMAFIREACCIDENT3

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

A devastating fire ac-
cident in the United Stat
es has led to the tragic
death of two Telugu stu-

dents and left another st
udent severely injured.4
The accident occurred at
an apartment complex in
the Birmingham area of
Alabama, where a group

of ten Telugu students
were residing while pur-
suing their education at
the University of Alaba
ma.5 The apartment buil
ding was engulfed in a

MINISTER PONNAM PRABHAKAR
HOLDS COORDINATION MEETING
FOR PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

State Transport and
BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar
held a crucial coordi-
nation meeting with
key party leaders at his
office in the Husen-
abad constituency ce
nter. The primary ob-
jective of the meeting
was to strategize and
provide direction to the
party cadre in view of
the upcoming Panchay-
at elections. The meet-
ing focused on estab-
lishing a clear roadmap
for the leaders, in-
structing them on how
to conduct themselves
during the electoral

process and, crucially,
how to ensure the vic-
tory of party-support-
ed candidates at the
Sarpanch level.
Minister Prabhakar
delivered specific in-
structions, emphasiz-
ing the goal of secur-
inga 100% success rate
in the constituency. He
directed that local par-
ty leaders who are not
competing themselves
must actively come for-
ward, support the con-
testing candidates, and
vigorously participate
in the campaign activi-
ties within those re-
spective villages. This
directive aims to mobi-
lize the entire party ap-
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paratus behind the
candidates endorsed by
the party, ensuring a
unified and strong
campaign front. The
Minister stressed the
importance of cohe-
sive efforts, reminding
leaders that collective
support is vital for
maximizing electoral
success. The coordina-
tion meeting serves as
an early mobilization
effort to solidify the
party’s position at the
grassroots level ahead
of the critical Panchay-
at polls, which are of-
ten a barometer of po-
litical strength in rural
areas.

massive fire, leading to a
desperate situation for
the students inside, par-
ticularly due to the rapid
spread of thick smoke.
Among the deceased is
Udumala Sahaja Reddy
(24), a young woman who
had moved to the US four
years ago for higher edu-
cation.6 She hailed from
Gunturpally village, Sta-
tion Ghanpur Mandal,
Jangaon district in Tel-
angana. Reports indicate
that Sahaja Reddy was
trapped in the flames
and perished at the scene
of the accident. While
the initial report focused
on Sahaja Reddy’s death,
later updates confirmed
that a second Telugu stu-
dent, reportedly from
Kukatpally, Hyderabad,
also lost their life in the
blaze.7 Furthermore,
one more student sus-

tained serious injuries
and has been hospitali
zed.

The two students who
tragically succumbed to
their injuries were pro-
nounced dead while un-
dergoing treatment at a
local hospital, following
their rescue by the fire
service personnel. The
incident, which occurred
rapidly with fire tenders
arriving swiftly, nonethe-
less highlights the seri-
ous risks associated with
off-campus student hous-
ing. Local Telugu asso-
ciations in the US, along
with the University of Al
abama officials, have im-
mediately stepped in to
provide necessary sup-
port, including counse-
lin gfor the surviving stu
dents and facilitating
communication with the
bereaved families. The

Telangana government
is now under pressure to
expedite diplomatic and
logistical efforts to bring
the mortal remains of
the deceased students ba
ck to India for final rites,
a process that typically
involves coordination wi
th the Indian Consulate
in Atlanta. The shock
and grief have been pro-
found within the Telugu
NRI community, prompt-
ing renewed discussions
on the importance of fire
safety awareness and ad-
equate insurance cover-
age for international stu-
dents. The survivors,
having lost all their per-
sonal belongings, includ-
ing academic documents
and clothing, are being
provided emergency re-
lief by community
groups.
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The launch event
for the film based on
the life history of for-
mer Illandu MLA, Gu
mmadi Narsayya, was
inaugurated with gre
at enthusiasm. Nar-
sayya is celebrated as
an icon of Adivasi

itician is noted for
having won the MLA
seat five times while
continuing to lead a
simple, ordinary life,
setting him apart in
the political sphere.
The participants at
the inauguration ex-
pressed immense hap-
piness and pride that
Narsayya’s story, a

FILM LAUNCHED ONTHE
LIFE HISTORY OF EX-MLA
GUMMADI NARSAYYA

TPN Bureau | Dec

legacy of a son of Tel-
angana, is now being
made into a film that
will transcend the sta
te’s borders and reach
audiences across all
of India. They empha-
sized that it is a mo-
ment of immense prid
e for all people of Tel-
angana. The speakers

self-respect and anex- wholeheartedly wish
emplary figure who is ed for the film to ach
ideal for everyone. ieve spectacular suc-
The distinguished pol- cess and garner wide

public acclaim. Fur-
thermore, they ex-
pressed a sincere hope
that the narrative of
Gummadi Narsayya’s
life would serve as a
profound inspiration
for the youth consid-
ering entering politics
today, promoting val-
ues of simplicity, ded-
ication, and integrity.

TGIIC CHAIRPERSON NIRMALA JAGGA
REDDYATTENDS ISHWARI BAI

JAYANTHI GIElIEBRATIONS

TPN Bureau | Dec 06
2025

The 107th birth anni-
versary celebrations of
the renowned social
worker and politician,
the late Ishwari Bai,
were celebrated with
grandeur. The event
was organized under
the leadership of Ish-
wari Bai’s daughter,
Geeta Reddy, a former

Minister and senior
Congress leader. The
celebration saw the par-
ticipation of Nirmala
Jagga Reddy, Chairper-
son of the Telangana
Government Infrastru
ct ure and Industrial
Corporation (TGIIC ).
During the program,
Nirmala Jagga Reddy
was felicitated and pre-
sented with a memento

by several dignitaries
present, including for-
mer Minister Geeta
Reddy, Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Gad
dam Prasad, and Minis-
ters Seethakka and
Vivek. Speaking at the
event, Nirmala Jagga
Reddy paid rich tribute
to Ishwari Bai, stating
that she was a source of
inspiration for numer-

ous women throughout
her political career. She
highlighted the late
leader’s pivotal role in
the first phase of the
Telangana movement.
Nirmala Jagga Reddy
specifically undersco
red Ishwari Bai’s last-
ing contribution to the
upliftment of Dalits
and women, asserting
that society would nev-

er forget her dedicated
efforts towards social
justice and equality.
The event served as a
commemoration of a
significant political and
social figure in Telan-
gana’s history and rein-
forced the connection
of current leaders to
the state’s legacy of so-
cial reform.
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Telangana’s temples are
seeing major improve-
ments, thanks to the gov-
ernment led by Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy and
Endowments Minister Smt.
Konda Surekha. The gov-
ernment is working hard to
make temples beautiful
and grand, but most impor-
tantly, they’re making sure
ordinary people have basic
facilities when they visit.
They are fixing many
things that were ignored
before and are giving spe-
cial importance to the peo-
ple’s religious beliefs. This
commitment was clear dur-
ing the big festivals. The
recent Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara, the
state’s largest gathering,
was held successfully, with
the government spending

¥110 crores to ensure a
smooth experience. Now,
they are planning an even
bigger festival next time,
including permanent con-
struction at the site. The
Bonalu festival in Hy-
derabad was also celebrat-
ed on a grander scale, with
320 crores sanctioned—
more money than before—
due to the Minister’s spe-
cial interest. In a first, the
Endowments Department
started Mass Karthika
Month Lamp Festivals
(Deepotsavams), bringing
spiritual light to all tem-
ples every evening during
the holy Karthika month.
They’re also using technol-
ogy: people who can’t at-
tend the Sammakka-
Saralamma festival can
now offer ‘gold’ and receive

prasadam online through
services like Mee Seva and
the Postal Department.
This online service was
also available for prasadam
during Maha Shivaratri.
On the administrative side,
the government gave pro-
motions to 33 long-serving
employees and moved tem-
ple staff around in trans-
fers after 16 years. New
events like the River Lamp
Offering (Nadi Aarathi)
have begun at sacred places
like Bhadrachalam. Big
Plans for Big Temples The
government is spending
about %400 crores to im-
prove temples across the
state.

Yadagirigutta is getting a
new gold plating on its
main dome (about 63 kg of
gold). They’ve also planned

India Needs More Bureaucrats, Not

As the US disbands its con-
troversial Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency (DOGE),
once championed by Elon
Musk and former President
Donald Trump, the episode of-
fers a cautionary tale for
countries like India that often
romanticise drastic bureau-
cratic downsizing. DOGE’s
10-month run, marked by the
firing of 2,60,000 federal work-
ers, ultimately collapsed un-
der its own chaos. Rather than
improving governance, it pro-
moted a techno-dystopia that
sidelined human expertise in
favour of hyper-automation.

Yet in India, where frustra-
tions over red tape are com-
mon, many saw DOGE as a
model for streamlining gov-
ernance. This reflects a broad-
er belief that bureaucracies
are bloated and inefficient.
However, global research—
and India’s own experience—
suggest the opposite: the In-
dian state is severely
understaffed, not overstaffed.

Much of India’s administra-
tive reform discourse relies

on curbing bureaucratic dis-
cretion through digital sur-
veillance tools—MIS dash-
boards, biometric attendance,
GPS tracking and command-
and-control centres. These
systems aim to “discipline”
civil servants but often under-
mine their ability to deliver
public services. Frontline
workers, from teachers to an-
ganwadi staff, say they are re-
duced to “clerks” uploading
data rather than solving real
implementation challenges.
Restricting discretion also
removes critical feedback
loops from frontline officers
who best understand on-
ground realities. When their
voices are ignored, bureau-
cratic culture shifts toward
rigid adherence to process
rather than outcomes. Many
officers describe themselves
as powerless “post officers,”
reflecting a system that over-
values data compliance in-
stead of service delivery.
International comparisons
highlight India’s staffing cri-
sis. In 2011, government em-

ployment accounted for only
4.6% of total employment—
far below the US, where pub-
lic employment stands at
15.9%. India has 1,623 gov-
ernment servants per 1 lakh
residents, compared to 7,681
in the US. At senior levels,
the gaps are stark: a 23%
shortfall in IAS posts in 2018,
only 940 diplomats compared
to nearly 14,000 in the US
State Department, and near-
ly 48% vacancies among
Block Development Officers,
according to research by De-
vesh Kapur and Aditya
Dasgupta.

As outlined in State Capa-
bility in India, co-authored by
current Cabinet Secretary T.V.
Somanathan, India’s state ma-
chinery performs remarkably
well given its size and bur-
dens. The real path to efficien-
cy lies not in axing staff or
replacing them with algo-
rithms, but in empowering
frontline workers, restoring
autonomy, and expanding the
workforce to match the coun-
try’s administrative needs.

OPINION

Telangana’s Temples Marching Forward

a Vedic School and ac-
quired a large area of land
for building guest houses.
Vemulawada received 76
crores for improvements,
including building a new
free meal (Annadanam)
center. Bhadrachalam re-
ceived 60.20 crores to buy
land for future develop-
ment. The government is
also protecting temple
property. They started a
special effort to secure over
632 acres of temple land.
They plan to use some of
this land for solar plants,
involving women’s self-
help groups (Indira Mahila
Shakti Groups). They are
also using modern map-
ping technology (GIS digi-
talization) to keep track of
temple lands, which is a
commendable step. Over-

all, Telangana’s religious
sites are not just being pre-
served; they are being ac-
tively developed using mod-
ern methods, greater

funding, and a deep respect
for the public’s faith, ensur-
ing a bright future for these
cultural landmarks.

Sagar Vanaparthi, Policy Analyst.
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The rupee’s real problem:
Arising import bill and

The Indian rupee’s latest slide
has sparked concern, especially
since domestic fundamentals
appear stable. Inflation remains
within the RBI’s tolerance band,
economic growth hit 8.2% in Q2
FY26, and weakening US manu-
facturing data should typically
soften the dollar. Yet the rupee
continues to depreciate, and at-
tributing this solely to tariff
threats from the Donald Trump
administration oversimplifies
the issue. India’s currency pres-
sures stem from long-standing
structural vulnerabilities in the
external sector—not short-term
geopolitical shocks.

At the core of the problem is
a persistent mismatch: India’s
heavy import dependence
alongside modest export perfor-
mance. India relies on a narrow
set of imports—crude oil, gold,
electronics, edible oils, and key
intermediate goods. As incomes
rise and manufacturing ex-
pands, the import bill grows
faster than export earnings,
widening the current account
deficit. HSBC estimates FY26’s
deficit may nearly double from
0.6% to 1.4% of GDP, signalling
mounting pressure on the
rupee.

Meanwhile, India’s export
performance has remained
largely stagnant for decades.
The country accounts for just
1.8% of global merchandise ex-
ports and 4.3% in services. By
contrast, China’s share jumped
from 4% in 2001 to over 15% by
2022 due to its deep integration
with global value chains and
massive investments in logis-
tics and manufacturing. India
continues to grapple with high
logistics costs, unpredictable
regulations, quality-control is-
sues, and limited participation
in global supply chains.

Transactional Phase

stagnhant exports

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s visit to New Delhi has
renewed attention on a rela-
tionship long steeped in nos-
talgia and strategic habit.
While expectations from his
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi remain high,
the India-Russia partnership
is undergoing visible transfor-
mation, shaped by shifting
global geopolitics, sanctions
pressure, defence diversifica-
tion, and India’s broader mul-
ti-alignment strategy.

For decades, defence ties
served as the backbone of bi-
lateral relations. Since the
2000 Strategic Partnership
declaration and the 2010 up-
grade to a “Special and Priv-
ileged Strategic Partner-
ship,” India has relied on
Moscow for trusted defence
supplies, advanced technolo-
gies, and diplomatic sup-
port. Legacy platforms—
from MiG and Sukhoi
aircraft to T-90 tanks and the
INS Vikramaditya—cement-
ed Russia’s role as India’s
key armaments partner.
Flagship ventures like
BrahMos and the S-400 exem-
plified deep collaboration.

But the landscape is chang-
ing. Russia remains India’s
largest single defence supplier,
yet its share of imports has de-
clined sharply as New Delhi
diversifies towards the US,
France, Israel, and domestic
production under Make in In-
dia. Sanctions and the Ukraine
conflict have disrupted deliv-
eries and payments, exposing
the risks of overdependence
and accelerating India’s push
for selective, high-end coopera-
tion rather than broad
reliance.

Energy and trade ties have
expanded, particularly after
India increased purchases of
discounted Russian crude.
Trade has surged to over $65
billion, but remains starkly
imbalanced: India’s exports
are still below $5 billion. West-
ern sanctions on Rosneft and
Lukoil have complicated pay-
ments, creating rupee surplus-
es and pushing experiments
with local-currency settle-
ment. Ambitious connectivity
initiatives—INSTC, Chennai-
Vladivostok, and the Northern
Sea Route—have political
backing but face infrastruc-

tural and sanctions-related
hurdles.

Geopolitically, both coun-
tries champion multipolarity
and coordination in BRICS,
SCO, and the G20. But Russia’s
tightening embrace of China
limits Moscow’s ability to bal-
ance Beijing on issues central
to India’s security. Meanwhile,
India’s deepening partner-
ships with the US, QUAD, and
Europe constrain overt align-
ment with a heavily sanc-
tioned Russia. This dynamic
has led to a more pragmatic
Indian approach—maintain-
ing ties with Moscow while di-

This combination—high im-
ports and stagnant exports—
keeps the rupee vulnerable. De-
preciation is often seen as a tool
to boost exports, but in India’s
case the benefits are muted. The
rupee has weakened more than
35% since 2015, yet export
shares have barely moved.
Many export industries depend
heavily on imported inputs,
meaning a weaker rupee simply
raises production costs. In high-
value sectors, competitiveness
depends on reliability, innova-
tion, and supply-chain integra-
tion—not currency
movements.

The RBI’s ability to influence
this structural imbalance is lim-
ited. The central bank can
smooth volatility but cannot
sustainably support an artifi-
cially strong rupee without
risking reserve depletion or
capital flight. Durable currency
strength must come from the
real economy.

Policy priorities must there-
fore shift toward expanding ex-
port capacity. This includes
strengthening R&D, improving
university-industry collabora-
tion, modernising logistics
through programmes like Gati
Shakti, and ensuring a stable,
predictable trade regime. India
also needs deeper participation
in global supply chains through
free-trade agreements and part-
nerships. Finally, a shift from
volatile portfolio flows to long-
term FDI would provide greater
currency stability.

The rupee’s recent deprecia-
tion is a reminder that curren-
cies reflect economic strength.
Without bold reforms to raise
competitiveness and diversify
exports, the rupee will continue
to mirror India’s unrealised
potential.

Putin in Delhi: India-Russia Ties Enter a More

versifying across multiple
partners.

Looking ahead, the relation-
ship will remain relevant but
more constrained and transac-
tional. Cooperation will en-
dure in nuclear energy, hydro-
carbons, select defence
technologies, and Eurasian
connectivity. Yet Russia will no
longer occupy the central posi-
tion it once did in India’s for-
eign policy. Instead, New Delhi
will pursue a calibrated part-
nership—resilient in priority
sectors but shaped by the reali-
ties of a rapidly evolving glob-
al order.
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MODIAND PUTIN REAFFIRM STRONG  \xpixs BicaESTAIRLINE HITBY
ANTI-TERRORALLIANCE

TPN Bureau, New Delhi

India and Russia on Fri-
day reaffirmed their long-
standing strategic partner-
ship and vowed to intensify
cooperation in the global
fight against terrorism. In
a strong and symbolic
joint statement delivered
at Hyderabad House,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi declared that the two
nations “stand shoulder-
to-shoulder and walk to-
gether in the fight against
terrorism”, while Russian
President Vladimir Putin
hailed New Delhi’s efforts
to promote global peace
amid ongoing geopolitical
turbulence.

The meeting marked Pu-
tin’s first state visit to In-
dia in four years, a trip
loaded with diplomatic sig-
nificance given the shift-
ing global alignments, con-
tinued Western pressure
on Moscow, and India’s
own challenge of balanc-
ing relations between Rus-
sia and the United States.

A Shared Stand Against
Terrorism

Prime Minister Modi
opened his remarks by
highlighting the shared
security concerns of both
nations and condemned
recent terrorist attacks
that have shaken India
and Russia.

“Whether it is the ter-
rorist attack in Pahal-
gam, where 26 innocent
people were Killed by the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, or
the cowardly assault on
the Crocus City Hall in
Moscow... the root of all
these incidents is the
same,” the Prime Minis-
ter said, referring to the
March 2024 Islamic State-
Khorasan (ISIS-K) attack
in Russia that left 149 peo-
ple dead.

Reiterating India’s
long-standing position,
Modi stated, “Any terror-
ist attack is a direct as-
sault on the values of hu-
manity, and global unity
against terrorism is our
greatest strength.” The

remarks come at a time
when both countries have
intensified intelligence
and security cooperation,
particularly after Mos-
cow strongly backed In-
dia following the Pahal-
gam attack. Russia had
publicly condemned the
Pakistan-based Jaish
group and stated it
“stands in solidarity with
India for elimination of
terrorism in all its
forms”.

The Kremlin had also
supported India during
Operation Sindoor, the
military response target-
ing terror bases across
Pakistan and regions ille-
gally occupied by it. Fri-
day’s joint statement fur-
ther cements this
alignment, signaling that
counter-terrorism contin-
ues to be a core pillar of
the India-Russia strate-
gic partnership.

A Partnership That Has
‘Stood the Test of Time’

Reflecting on the dura-
bility of bilateral ties, PM
Modi said the India-Russia
friendship remained a sta-
bilizing force despite glob-
al upheavals.

“Over the past eight dec-
ades, the world has wit-
nessed ups and downs. Hu-
manity has had to pass
through many challenges
and crises. Amidst all this,
the India-Russia friend-
ship has remained stead-

fast,” he said. He empha-
sized that the relationship
is “rooted in mutual re-
spect and trust,” and has
consistently “stood the test
of time.”

Putin’s presence in Del-
hi — his first state visit
since the pandemic and
the escalation of the
Ukraine war — under-
scored Moscow’s contin-
ued prioritization of New
Delhi even amid its grow-
ing dependence on China.

Energy and Trade: The
Driving Forces of
Cooperation

One of the most closely
watched segments of the
joint statement related to
energy cooperation, espe-
cially at a time when West-
ern nations, led by the
United States, are pressur-
ing India to scale down its
purchases of Russian
crude.

Putin reaffirmed Rus-
sia’s commitment to en-
sure “uninterrupted ship-
ments” of fuel to India, a
message of reassurance as
global markets brace for
another turbulent year.
However, PM Modi chose
his words carefully, mak-
ing no specific reference to
Russian oil. Instead, he
highlighted cleaner and
long-standing areas of
joint work.

“Energy security has
been a strong and impor-
tant pillar of the India-

Russia partnership. Our
decades-old cooperation in
the field of civil nuclear
energy has been crucial in
giving meaning to our
shared priorities for clean
energy. We will continue
this win-win cooperation,”
the Prime Minister said.

Despite Modi’s diplo-
matic balancing act, both
leaders signaled a push for
deeper economic engage-
ment. Russia announced
plans to elevate annual bi-
lateral trade to USD 100 bil-
lion, a major leap from the
current levels. Officials ex-
changed agreements cov-
ering employment, health-
care, shipping, chemicals,
and maritime cooperation,
including a new MoU for
the shipping sector.

In what will be closely
scrutinized by Western
capitals, particularly the
United States, Putin said
India and Russia are “mov-
ing towards use of nation-
al currencies for bilateral
payments,” a step that
could further dilute de-
pendence on the US dollar
in global trade, especially
within the BRICS
framework.

UkraineWar:PeaceEfforts
and Diplomacy

The ongoing war in
Ukraine — now in its
fourth year with no visible
resolution — was also a
key point of discussion.
Putin said he had a “very

informative and useful
conversation” with Prime
Minister Modi on the mat-
ter and thanked him for
his consistent efforts to
promote peace.

He revealed he had
shared new details of a
potential plan for peace-
ful resolution of the con-
flict and reiterated Mos-
cow’s appreciation for
India’s role as a “cham-
pion of peace”. India has
maintained a balanced
diplomatic stance
throughout the conflict,
calling for dialogue and
cessation of hostilities
without aligning fully
with either bloc.

Expanding Horizons:
Minerals, Technology, and
Future Growth

Modi also emphasized
expanding cooperation be-
yond traditional sectors.
The PM highlighted new
opportunities in critical
minerals — an emerging
global priority, especially
for clean energy technolo-
gies — and reaffirmed the
intent to strengthen the
partnership across energy;,
trade, innovation, and
defense.

“We will continue this
trend while expanding to
areas like critical miner-
als,” he said, signaling In-
dia’s interest in leveraging
Russia’s resource-rich
geography.

ARenewed Commitment

The Modi-Putin summit
concluded on a note of
warmth, strategic clarity,
and shared global vision.
While geopolitical ten-
sions remain high interna-
tionally, the India-Russia
partnership appears set
for renewed momentum.

For New Delhi, the chal-
lenge will be to maintain
this deep-rooted friend-
ship with Moscow while
navigating its increasingly
complex relations with the
West — a diplomatic bal-
ancing act that Prime Min-
ister Modi seems deter-
mined to continue.

KUDANKULAM EXPANSION ACCELERATES AS
RUSSIA SENDS FUEL FORTHIRD REACTOR

TPN Bureau, New Delhi

Russia reaffirmed its
commitment to India’s civ-
il nuclear energy ambi-
tions on Friday, with Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin
emphasizing the strategic
importance of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Pow-
er Plant (KKNPP) during a
joint press briefing with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi. Call-
ing Kudankulam a “flag-
ship project” of India-Rus-
sia cooperation, Putin said
Moscow remains fully
committed to ensuring
that the plant reaches its
full six-reactor capacity,
strengthening India’s long-
term energy security.

Putin noted that two of
the plant’s six VVER-1000
reactors are already opera-
tional and supplying pow-
er to the national grid,
while four more reactors
are at various stages of
construction. “We’re con-
ducting a flagship project
to build the largest Indian
nuclear power plant,
Kudankulam. Two out of
six reactor units have al-
ready been connected to
the energy network, and
four are still under con-
struction. Getting this nu-
clear power plant to full
power output will make an
impressive contribution to
the energy requirements
of India,” he said.

His comments came
shortly after Rosatom,
Russia’s state-run nuclear
corporation, confirmed
the delivery of its first con-
signment of nuclear fuel
for the initial loading of
Kudankulam’s third reac-
tor. The fuel assemblies
were manufactured at the
Novosibirsk Chemical
Concentrates Plant and ar-
rived in India earlier today
on a special cargo flight.
According to Rosatom, the

complete fuel delivery for
Unit 3 will require seven
flights from Russia, all
part of along-term supply
contract signed in 2024
that covers the full opera-
tional lifespan of both the
third and fourth reactors.

The fuel delivery marks
a major advancement for
the expansion phase of the
Kudankulam project,
which has been central to
India’s civil nuclear pro-
gramme for over two dec-
ades. Russia has consist-
ently supplied uranium
fuel to the plant and pro-
vided the reactors’ design,
engineering expertise, and
operational support. With
all six reactors expected to
have a combined capacity
of 6,000 MW, Kudankulam
remains the largest and
most significant nuclear
facility under construc-
tion in the country.

Putin also signaled Rus-
sia’s willingness to expand
nuclear cooperation into
emerging and next-genera-
tion technologies. He said
Moscow is ready to discuss
projects involving small
modular reactors and
floating nuclear power
plants—both of which rep-
resent the newest wave of
global nuclear innovation.
Such technologies can be
deployed more quickly, re-
quire smaller footprints,

and could serve remote re-
gions, islands, or coastal
areas. He also highlighted
the potential of nuclear
technologies in non-ener-
gy applications such as
medicine, cancer treat-
ment, and agriculture, ar-
eas where both countries
already collaborate
through existing scientific
partnerships.

The Russian President
described Moscow as a sta-
ble and reliable supplier of
energy to India, emphasiz-
ing that Russia continues
to provide oil, gas, coal,
and nuclear fuel despite
global market pressures
and geopolitical tensions.
“Russia is a reliable sup-
plier of oil, gas, coal, and
everything required for
the development of India’s
energy,” he said, adding
that uninterrupted sup-
plies would continue for
the fast-growing Indian
economy.

For India, the Kudanku-
lam project remains a cor-
nerstone of its long-term
clean energy strategy. The
first two reactors have
been operating success-
fully since 2013 and 2016,
and the upcoming units
are expected to signifi-
cantly enhance the coun-
try’s non-fossil power ca-
pacity. As India expands
its energy infrastructure
to meet rising demand, nu-
clear power is poised to
play an increasingly im-
portant role.

Putin’s two-day visit and
the progress at Kudanku-
lam reaffirm the durabili-
ty of India-Russia strate-
gic cooperation, especially
in high-technology sec-
tors. With fresh fuel deliv-
eries underway and the
next phase of construc-
tion advancing, the part-
nership is set to deepen
further in the years ahead.

TPN Bureau, New Delhi:

The Lok Sabha on Fri-
day approved the Health
Security se National Se-
curity Cess Bill, 2025,
paving the way for the
imposition of a special
cess on pan masala man-
ufacturing units. The
revenue generated from
this cess will be directed
toward national security
initiatives and public
health programmes. The
bill, introduced by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, was passed
by a voice vote after a
short but pointed
discussion.

Explaining the pur-
pose of the new levy, Si-
tharaman said that pan
masala and similar prod-
ucts have long-term ad-
verse effects on public
health, and therefore in-
dustries manufacturing
them should contribute
financially to measures
that improve national
well-being. She empha-
sised that the funds col-
lected would not remain
solely with the Centre;
instead, they would be
shared with the states to
support joint efforts in
strengthening health in-
frastructure and security
preparedness.

Currently, pan masala
falls under the highest
GST slab of 40 per cent.
The Finance Minister
clarified that the new
cess would not impact
GST revenue since it is
being structured as a sep-
arate charge. The cess
will be imposed based on
the production capacity
of each unit, ensuring an
objective and measurable
method of assessing
liability.

Sitharaman also point-
ed out a decline in the
contribution of cesses to

SPECIAL CESS ON PAN MASALA:
LOKSABHA APPROVED
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the government’s total
revenue. Between 2010
and 2014, cesses account-
ed for nearly 7 per cent of
revenue, while in the cur-
rent financial year the
figure has dropped to 6.1
per cent. She argued that
the new cess is necessary
to boost funds for crucial
sectors linked to national
health and security.

Government sources
said the measure is also
intended to send a strong
public health message,
given that pan masala
consumption remains a
major cause of oral and
other health issues in In-
dia. By imposing an addi-
tional financial burden
on manufacturers, the
government aims both to
raise essential revenue
and to discourage the
proliferation of harmful
products.

With the bill’s passage
in the Lok Sabha, the gov-
ernment is confident it
will strengthen targeted
revenue mobilisation for
high-priority national
needs. Opposition mem-
bers, however, may raise
implementation-related
questions when the bill is
introduced in the Rajya
Sabha.

TPN Bureau, New Delhi:

India’s largest airline,
IndiGo, faced its worst
operational crisis to
date on Friday, cancel-
ling more than a thou-
sand flights and leaving
passengers stranded
across major airports.
Calling it the “most se-
verely impacted day” in
the airline’s history, In-
diGo CEO Pieter Elbers
issued a public apology
this evening, acknowl-
edging widespread dis-
ruption and assuring
that efforts are under-
way to stabilise
operations.

IndiGo, which oper-
ates around 2,300 domes-
tic and international
flights every day, can-
celled “more than half”
of its daily schedule.
Passengers at airports
across Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
and other metros report-
ed long queues, confu-
sion, and last-minute an-
nouncements,
prompting aviation au-
thorities to intervene.

In a video statement,
CEO Pieter Elbers apol-
ogised for the “major in-
convenience” caused
and attributed the un-
precedented cancella-
tions to a mix of regula-
tory changes and
internal planning gaps.
The crisis stems primar-
ily from new pilot duty
norms that increase
weekly rest require-
ments from 36 to 48
hours and limit night-
time landings to two per
week instead of six.
These rules, aimed at
improving pilot welfare,
have strained IndiGo’s
crew availability, lead-
ing to cascading disrup-
tions across its exten-
sive network.

Elbers admitted the
airline had misjudged
the impact of the new
regulations. “Yesterday
and today have been the
most severely impacted
days so far. The situa-
tion is a result of vari-
ous causes, including
misjudgment and plan-
ning gaps on our part,”
he said. He added that
while disruptions will
continue into Saturday,
the airline expects fewer
than 1,000 cancellations.
Normal operations are
projected to return only
between December 10
and 15.

To manage the crisis,
the CEO outlined three
key steps the airline is
taking. First, he said In-
diGo is prioritising cus-
tomer communication,
deploying additional
support teams, and issu-
ing detailed updates on
refunds, cancellations,
and rescheduling op-
tions. “Messages have
been sent on social me-
dia, and a more detailed
communication with in-
formation, refunds, can-
cellations and other cus-
tomer support measures
was sent,” he noted.

Second, Elbers said
IndiGo has expanded
call centre capacity to
handle the surge in que-
ries. The airline also
urged passengers whose
flights were cancelled to
avoid coming to the air-
port, stressing that un-
necessary crowding
adds to delays and
confusion.

Third, the CEO said
the airline deliberately
cancelled flights today
to “reset” crew rotations
and aircraft positioning
for the coming days.
“Earlier measures of
the last few days, regret-

table, have proven not to
be enough,” he said. “We
have decided today to re-
boot all our systems and
schedules, resulting in
the highest numbers of
cancellations so far, but
imperative for progres-
sive improvements
starting tomorrow.”

As scenes of over-
crowding and frustra-
tion spread across social
media, the Directorate
General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) stepped in
to provide temporary
regulatory relief. The
aviation regulator
granted IndiGo a short-
term exemption from
strict night-duty limita-
tions for pilots and al-
lowed the airline to sub-
stitute weekly rest
periods with approved
leave in certain cases.
These measures are ex-
pected to ease crew
shortages and help In-
diGo accelerate its re-
covery plan.

Meanwhile, Civil Avi-
ation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu said the gov-
ernment will order a
high-level inquiry into
the disruptions and en-
sure accountability is
fixed. The minister said
passenger safety and
service reliability re-
main the government’s
top priority.

Despite the immediate
uncertainty, IndiGo said
it expects gradual im-
provements over the
weekend and full nor-
malisation by mid-De-
cember. However, with
the airline handling
nearly 60 percent of In-
dia’s domestic aviation
traffic, the ripple effects
of this crisis are likely
to continue impacting
travellers in the coming
days.

DON’'TUSE TEMPLE’s FUND: SUPREME

TPN Bureau, New Delhi:

The Supreme Court
on Friday delivered sig-
nificant observations,
ruling that funds be-
longing to temples can-
not be diverted to res-
cue financially
distressed cooperative
banks. A Bench com-
prising Chief Justice
of India Justice Surya
Kant and Justice Joym-
alya Bagchi made it
clear that temple mon-
ey is “entirely the prop-
erty of the deity” and
must be used strictly
for temple-related
purposes.

The court empha-
sised that temple funds
cannot be treated as rev-
enue sources for coop-
erative banks or used as
ameans to sustain their
operations. The strong
remarks came while
hearing petitions filed
by several cooperative
banks, including the
Mananthavady Co-oper-
ative Urban Society Ltd
and the Thirunelli Ser-
vice Co-operative Bank
Ltd from Kerala. These
banks had challenged
an earlier Kerala High
Court order directing
them to return fixed de-
posits belonging to the
Thirunelli Devaswom.

During the hearing,
Chief Justice Surya
Kant questioned the
conduct of the banks.
“You want to save a
bank by using temple

money? What is wrong
with directing that such
funds be transferred to
a nationalised bank of-
fering higher interest
instead of leaving them
with a cooperative bank
struggling to survive?”
he asked.

The banks argued
that the High Court’s
order had created diffi-
culties for them. How-
ever, the Bench rejected
their submissions. “You
must build credibility
among the public. If
you are unable to at-
tract customers or de-
posits, that is your prob-
lem,” the court
remarked sharply.

The Supreme Court
allowed the cooperative
banks to approach the
High Court only to seek
an extension of time to
repay the temple’s de-
posits. It, however, re-
fused to entertain their
petitions challenging
the High Court’s main
order.

The dispute began af-
ter five cooperative
banks, in which the
Thirunelli Devaswom
had placed fixed depos-
its, failed to return the
funds even after the ma-
turity period ended. De-
spite repeated requests
from the temple author-
ities, the banks declined
repayment, forcing the
Devaswom to approach
the Kerala High Court.
The High Court subse-
quently directed the
banks to refund the de-
posit amounts within
two months.

Friday’s Supreme
Court observations re-
affirm the legal posi-
tion that temple funds
are sacred, dedicated to
the deity, and cannot be
diverted for any finan-
cial rescue operations.
The ruling is expected
to influence future cas-
es involving the misuse
or misallocation of tem-
ple properties by finan-
cial institutions.
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Trump Administration Warns of
“Civilisational Erasure” in Europe
in New National Security Strategy

TPN Desk

The Trump administration
has issued a stark warning
about the future of Europe, cau-
tioning that the continent could
face “civilisational erasure” if
current political, economic, and
demographic trends persist. The
warning comes in the 33-page
National Security Strategy re-
leased by the White House,
which outlines President Don-
ald Trump’s vision for US mili-
tary, economic, and diplomatic
priorities.

The document, described by
Trump as a “roadmap” to en-
sure that America remains “the
greatest and most successful na-
tion in human history,” places
particular emphasis on Europe,
assessing its security, economic,
and political challenges in stark
terms. It warns that certain Eu-
ropean countries may not have
militaries and economies strong
enough to remain reliable allies
in the decades to come.

The report highlights what it
perceives as threats to European
stability, including declining
birthrates, mass migration, sup-
pression of political opposition,
censorship, and the erosion of
national identity. It criticises the
European Union and other
transnational bodies for activi-
ties it claims undermine politi-
cal liberty and sovereignty. Ac-
cording to the document, if
these trends continue, Europe
could become “unrecognisable
in 20 years or less,” with eco-
nomic challenges overshadowed
by the “real and more stark pros-
pect of civilizational erasure.”

In a controversial stance, the
strategy encourages the growth
of “patriotic European parties,”
framing them as part of a broad-
er revival of Western spirit. The
document notes that the Trump
administration has fostered ties
with far-right parties in Europe,
such as Germany’s AfD, classi-
fied as extreme right by German
intelligence. The strategy sug-
gests that America supports po-
litical allies in Europe who pro-
mote national sovereignty and a
resurgence of traditional
values.

European leaders have al-
ready reacted to the document.
German Foreign Minister Jo-
hann Wadephul stressed that
Germany does not require “out-
side advice” on domestic mat-
ters, while reaffirming that the

United States remains Germa-
ny’s most important NATO ally.
He added that issues such as
freedom of expression and the
organisation of democratic soci-
eties should not be included in
US strategic assessments of
Germany.

The strategy also addresses
the ongoing war in Ukraine, not-
ing that Europe lacks confidence
in managing relations with Rus-
sia. The Trump administration
emphasises that resolving hos-
tilities in Ukraine remains a
core US interest. Earlier propos-
als from the administration re-
portedly included plans for
Ukraine to cede some territory
to Russia, though subsequent
modifications were presented in
Moscow. Russian President
Vladimir Putin has warned that
Russian forces may seize addi-
tional territory in eastern
Ukraine if Ukrainian troops do
not withdraw from the Donbas
region.

In addition to its European fo-
cus, the National Security Strat-
egy underscores the importance
of protecting the Western Hemi-
sphere from external threats
and ensuring America’s prima-
cy in global affairs. The docu-
ment doubles down on Trump’s
previous rhetoric on migration,
national identity, and Western
values, echoing his earlier
speech at the United Nations,
while signalling that the admin-
istration intends to prioritise
US economic and security inter-
ests in policy and budget
decisions.

Analysts say the report repre-
sents a continuation of Trump’s
worldview, highlighting skepti-
cism toward multilateral insti-
tutions, a focus on nationalism,
and a willingness to critique tra-
ditional allies while maintain-
ing strategic and military
commitments.

Taiwan and Japan Express
Concern Over China’s Largest
Naval Deployment in East Asia

Taiwan and Japan have voiced
concern over recent Chinese
military activities in East Asian
waters, following reports that
Beijing deployed its largest mar-
itime show of force to date. On
Thursday, Reuters reported that
China had mobilized more than
100 naval and coast guard vessels
across the region, citing intelli-
gence sources.

Speaking in Taipei on Friday,
Taiwan presidential spokesper-
son Karen Kuo said the Chinese
operations were not confined to
the Taiwan Strait but extended
from the Yellow Sea to waters
near the disputed Senkaku Is-
lands in the East China Sea, and
further into the South China Sea
and western Pacific. “This in-
deed poses a threat and impact to
the Indo-Pacific and the whole
region,” Kuo said.

Kuo urged China to exercise
restraint, calling on Beijing to
“live up to its responsibilities as
a major power.” She added that
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-
te had instructed security forces
to maintain full situational
awareness and provide timely
updates. Taiwan, she said, would
continue to coordinate closely
with friendly partners to safe-
guard peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific.

In Tokyo, Japanese Defence
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi ac-
knowledged the reports and said
Japan was monitoring Chinese
military movements “with great
attention.” Koizumi noted that
China had been expanding its
presence and operations in areas
surrounding Japan. “We make a
constant effort to gather and an-
alyse information on Chinese
military movements with great
attention,” he said, without pro-
viding specific details or a time-
line of the Chinese deployment.

He emphasised that Japan would
continue to monitor develop-
ments with deep concern and en-
sure thorough surveillance and
intelligence gathering.

China has not commented di-
rectly on the recent maritime de-
ployment. However, foreign min-
istry spokesperson Lin Jian
stated that navy and coast guard
operations in “relevant mari-
time areas” were fully compliant
with both domestic and interna-
tional law. China has urged other
countries not to overreact to its
activities.

The deployment comes amid
rising regional tensions and on-
going disputes over territorial
claims in the East and South
China Seas. Analysts suggest
that China’s enhanced maritime
presence may be intended as
both a demonstration of power
and a signal to regional actors,
including Taiwan, Japan, and
the United States, of its expand-
ing naval capabilities.

Observers note that such
large-scale maneuvers increase
the risk of miscalculations or in-
cidents at sea, highlighting the
importance of communication
and restraint in the region. Both
Taiwan and Japan appear deter-
mined to strengthen cooperation
with international partners to
manage potential tensions and
maintain stability in the
Indo-Pacific.

GLOBAL

TPN Bureau, New Delhi

Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s two-day
visit to India has been wide-
ly interpreted as a powerful
geopolitical signal, demon-
strating that both Russia
and India remain resilient
to Western pressure. Chi-
nese state media, in particu-
lar, has framed the visit as a
“clear message” to the
world that neither country
is isolated, even as the Unit-
ed States and its allies en-
courage New Delhi to re-
duce economic engagement
with Moscow.

The Global Times, quot-
ing Li Haidong, a professor
at China Foreign Affairs
University, reported that
the India-Russia coordina-
tion reflects a determina-
tion to strengthen “inde-
pendent and autonomous
capabilities” in internation-
al relations. According to
Li, the partnership between
the two nations is “highly
strategic in nature” and has
historically shown resil-

ience against external
interference.

“Through Putin’s visit,
India and Russia have joint-
ly sent a clear message to
the outside world: neither
country is isolated,” Li said.
He added that both sides en-
joy extensive mutual sup-
port and strong complemen-
tarity, implying that
sanctions and political pres-
sure from the United States
and the West are unlikely to
significantly disrupt their
bilateral ties.

The visit takes place at a
critical juncture for India,
which has traditionally
maintained deep ties with
Russia, particularly in de-
fence and energy sectors.
Critics argue that Putin’s
high-profile presence in
New Delhi could complicate
India’s ongoing negotia-
tions with the US and Euro-
pean Union over trade,
which are vital for boosting
exports and ensuring access
to key markets.

The timing is especially

significant as Washington
works to advance its Indo-
Pacific strategy and
strengthen its alliances in
the region. A recent report
by the US National Security
Strategy highlighted the im-
portance of improving com-
mercial and strategic rela-
tions with India. The report
emphasises that continued
cooperation with New Delhi
is crucial for regional secu-
rity, including its role in the
Quad alliance with the US,
Japan, and Australia.

“We must continue to im-
prove commercial and other
relations with India to en-
courage New Delhi to con-
tribute to Indo-Pacific secu-
rity,” the report stated. It
also noted that the US aims
to align its allies and part-
ners to prevent domination
by any single competitor na-
tion, a likely reference to
China. The report’s release
coincided with Putin’s visit,
underlining the complex
geopolitical dynamics India
must navigate.
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Putin’s IndiaVisit Sends Message of Strategic Resilience
Amid Western Pressure, US Trade Talks Continue

Despite the geopolitical
sensitivities, India has
sought to maintain a care-
ful balance, continuing its
long-standing partnership
with Russia while keeping
diplomatic channels open
with the United States. Ana-
lysts suggest that this bal-
ancing act is part of New
Delhi’s broader strategy of
pursuing independent for-
eign policy decisions, en-
suring that it remains en-
gaged with multiple global
powers without being
forced into one-sided
alignments.

In a parallel development,
the US is moving forward
with trade engagement. A
delegation led by Deputy US
Trade Representative Rick
Switzer is scheduled to visit
India next week to continue
negotiations on a trade
agreement. This step re-
flects Washington’s willing-
ness to maintain economic
cooperation despite geopo-
litical tensions with
Russia.

T—

Putin’s visit also reinforc-
es the strategic and econom-
ic dimensions of India-Rus-
sia relations. Beyond
diplomatic symbolism, the
visit is expected to further
cooperation in areas such as
energy, defence, and tech-
nology. Officials from both
countries have highlighted
mutual commitments to ad-
vancing trade, expanding
energy supplies, and explor-
ing new avenues for indus-
trial collaboration, under-
lining the multidimensional
nature of the partnership.

As global attention re-
mains focused on India, the
visit underscores New Del-
hi’s growing role as a key
player in international di-
plomacy. The events in Del-
hi demonstrate that India,
while sensitive to Western
concerns, is asserting its
autonomy in foreign policy,
strengthening strategic
partnerships that serve its
long-term national interests
while balancing global
pressures.

Netflix to Acquire Warner Bros Discovery for $72 Billion
in Major Hollywood Shake-Up

TPN Desk

Netflix has agreed to
acquire the film and
streaming assets of
Warner Bros Discovery
for $72 billion (£54 bil-
lion), marking one of
the most significant
deals in the entertain-
ment industry in re-
cent years. The acquisi-
tion positions Netflix
as an even larger force
in Hollywood, combin-
ing its streaming plat-
form with Warner
Bros’ iconic library of
films and series, in-
cluding Harry Potter,
Game of Thrones, and
HBO Max.

The deal, valued at
$27.75 per Warner Bros
share, carries an enter-
prise value of approxi-
mately $82.7 billion,
which includes the
company’s debt. Both
Netflix and Warner
Bros boards approved
the transaction unani-
mously, though it re-
mains subject to regu-
latory approval. Netflix

co-CEO Ted Sarandos
expressed confidence
that the necessary ap-
provals would be grant-
ed, stating that the
company is running
“full speed” toward
regulatory clearance.
“This is a rare oppor-
tunity to set Netflix up
for success for decades
to come,” Sarandos
said, adding that com-
bining Warner Bros’
content with Netflix
originals such as Stran-
ger Things will allow
the company to deliver
“more of what audienc-
es love” and help “de-
fine the next century of
storytelling.” Co-CEO
Greg Peters noted that

while the HBO brand
remains important for
consumers, the compa-
ny has not yet decided
how to integrate the
service into its broader
offerings.

Netflix expects to
achieve $2-3 billion in
savings from the merg-
er, primarily by elimi-
nating overlaps in sup-
port and technology
functions. Films pro-
duced by Warner Bros
will continue to release
in cinemas, while the
Warner Bros television
studio will maintain
the ability to produce
for third parties. Netf-
lix will also continue
producing original con-

tent exclusively for its
platform.

David Zaslav, presi-
dent and CEO of Warn-
er Bros, described the
agreement as a combi-
nation of “two of the
greatest storytelling
companies in the
world.” He said the
merger ensures that
audiences will contin-
ue to enjoy “the world’s
most resonant stories
for generations to
come.”

The acquisition is
anticipated to expand
Netflix’s studio produc-
tion capacity and bol-
ster its investment in
original content. The
deal follows Warner

Bros’ plan to separate
its streaming and stu-
dio divisions from its
global networks divi-
sion, which will be-
come Discovery Global,
encompassing cable
channels such as CNN,
TNT Sports in the US,
and Discovery chan-
nels in Europe. TNT
Sports International,
however, will remain
with the Netflix-ac-
quired division.
Industry analysts
have described the deal
as a bold statement of
Netflix’s intent to dom-
inate the global stream-
ing market. Paolo Pes-
catore, founder of PP
Foresight, said the

move “underlines Netf-
lix’s aspirations to be a
global leader in the
new world order of
streaming,” though he
warned that the size of
the merger could pre-
sent integration
challenges.

Experts have also
highlighted potential
implications for con-
sumers and Hollywood.
Tom Harrington of
Enders Analysis sug-
gested that the merger
could lead to reduc-
tions in television and
film output, higher
subscription prices,
and resistance from un-
ions. Danni Hewson of
AJ Bell noted that Net-

flix’s promise to con-
tinue theatrical releas-
es might mitigate some
industry concerns but
added that cost savings
could raise scrutiny
over pricing power.

Ahead of the deal,
the Directors Guild of
America expressed
“significant concerns”
about the merger, re-
flecting broader indus-
try apprehension about
the consolidation of
creative power under
one dominant stream-
ing service. If ap-
proved, the acquisition
is set to reshape Holly-
wood and the stream-
ing landscape for years
to come.
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ECONOMY

SENSEXSURGES 447 POINTS, NIFTY GAINS 153 ON
RBI RATE CUT

TPN Desk

Indian equity markets
rallied on Friday follow-
ing the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) decision to
cut the repo rate by 25
basis points to 5.25%,
providing a boost to in-
vestor sentiment. The
Sensex climbed 447
points to close above
68,200, while the Nifty
rose 153 points to finish
near 20,300. The rally
was led by financial and
automobile stocks,
which are among the
most sensitive to chang-
es in interest rates.

Among the top gain-
ers were State Bank of
India (SBI), Bajaj Fi-
nance, Bajaj Finserv,
Maruti Suzuki, and HCL
Technologies. Analysts
noted that the RBI’s
move to lower borrow-
ing costs is expected to
benefit consumers and
businesses alike, boost-
ing demand for home
loans, vehicle financing,
and other credit prod-
ucts. “The rate cut is
positive for large-cap fi-
nancials and auto com-
panies, as lower interest
rates typically lead to
higher loan growth and
increased consumer
spending,” said a mar-
ket strategist.

Despite Friday’s
gains, weekly perfor-
mance remained muted.
The Sensex and Nifty
were largely flat for the
week, reflecting a mix
of positive and negative
sectoral movements.
Mid-cap and small-cap
indices underper-
formed, with the Nifty
Midcap 150 down 0.7%
and the Nifty Smallcap
250 declining 1.8%. This

indicates that investors
favored large-cap stocks
amid selective buying,
while broader market
segments faced selling
pressure.

A notable underper-
former this week was
IndiGo, whose shares
dropped 9% following
the airline’s cancella-
tion of more than 1,000
flights. The disruptions,
described as the “most

severely impacted day”
in the airline’s history,
were attributed to new
pilot regulations and in-
ternal planning gaps.
Regulators intervened,
granting temporary re-
lief to help IndiGo man-
age its operations and
reduce further cancella-
tions. Analysts high-
lighted that investor
concerns over opera-
tional setbacks and po-

tential financial impact
weighed on the stock.
Sectoral analysis
shows that banking and
financial services stocks
were among the main
beneficiaries of the rate
cut, as lower borrowing
costs are expected to
spur credit growth. Au-
tomobile companies
also gained on expecta-
tions of increased con-
sumer demand for vehi-

cles. Meanwhile,
technology stocks, led
by HCL Technologies,
contributed to the
broader market gains,
reflecting ongoing in-
vestor interest in the IT
sector.

Looking ahead, mar-
ket experts said domes-
tic monetary policy and
global cues will remain
key drivers for equity
markets. The RBI’s ac-
commodative stance to
support growth is likely
to provide continued
momentum for rate-sen-
sitive sectors, though
caution remains around
companies facing opera-
tional or regulatory
challenges.

Overall, Friday’s
surge in Sensex and Nif-
ty highlights renewed
investor optimism fol-
lowing the RBI rate cut,
with financials and auto
stocks leading the rally.
However, the underper-
formance of mid- and
small-cap stocks, along
with sector-specific con-
cerns such as IndiGo’s
flight cancellations, un-
derscores that markets
remain cautiously opti-
mistic, balancing mac-
roeconomic support
with company-level
risks.

SEBI BANS FINANCIAL INFLUENCER AVADHUT SATHE:

TPN Desk:

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
has taken a major step to reg-
ulate the booming “finfluenc-
er” ecosystem by banning fi-
nancial influencer and
market trainer Avadhut Sathe
from participating in the se-
curities market. The regula-
tor found that Sathe, through
his organization Avadhut
Sathe Trading Academy Pri-
vate Limited, was offering in-
vestment advice without
proper registration, prompt-
ing SEBI to prohibit him from
entering the securities mar-
ket and to order the attach-
ment of assets worth 546
crore.

Sathe, a prominent figure
in investor education, has
gained massive popularity for
his trading sessions and on-
line advice related to the
stock market. SEBI observed
that he was advising inves-
tors on stock purchases and
sales without holding any
regulatory licenses, raising
concerns about potential
risks for retail investors. In
August, the regulator con-
ducted inspections at his resi-
dence and the academy to as-
sess his activities.

Originally from Dadar,

FREEZES 3546 Cr

Mumbali, Sathe studied engi-
neering and worked in the IT
sector across Singapore, Aus-
tralia, and the United States
before focusing full-time on
trading after returning to In-
dia in 2007. In 2008, he found-
ed Avadhut Sathe Trading
Academy, which combines
technical analysis, market
psychology, yoga, and motiva-
tional sessions into its train-
ing programs. His approach

has drawn widespread atten-
tion both in India and abroad,
with hundreds of thousands
of followers on platforms like
YouTube. Reports indicate
that his courses range from
721,000 to %1.7 lakh for three-
month programs. A video of
Sathe dancing during a trad-
ing session in 2023 went viral,
further boosting his
popularity.

According to SEBI, the

academy collected 7601 crore
from approximately 3.37 lakh
investors. Beyond providing
training, the academy active-
ly advised participants on
which stocks to buy or sell
during live market sessions.
Such practices, SEBI noted,
could mislead retail investors
into following questionable
trading strategies. Other fi-
nancial influencers have crit-
icized Sathe for sharing stock

tips in private groups, poten-
tially influencing inexperi-
enced traders.

Therapid growth of Sathe’s
business also drew SEBI’s at-
tention. While he earned %17
crore in fees in 2021, the in-
come reportedly rose to 86
crore in 2023, with projec-
tions suggesting it could
reach 2200 crore by 2025. This
exponential expansion, cou-
pled with unregistered advi-
sory activities, was a key fac-
tor behind SEBI’s regulatory
intervention.

SEBI’s directive includes
freezing Sathe’s assets until
further notice, ensuring that
the 546 crore raised from in-
vestors cannot be moved or
utilized without regulatory
oversight. The move high-
lights the regulator’s commit-
ment to safeguarding inves-
tors from unregistered
financial advisors and main-
taining the integrity of In-
dia’s securities market.

As India witnesses a surge
in fintech-based financial ed-
ucation and influencer-driven
trading advice, SEBI’s deci-
sive action against Sathe sets
a strong precedent for regu-
lating the rapidly growing
segment of unlicensed finan-
cial influencers.

SANCHAR SAATHIAPP CLIMBS TO No.1 ONAPP STORE
AMID CONTROVERSY

TPN Desk:

The government-
backed Sanchar Saathi
app has achieved a re-
markable milestone,
climbing to the number
one position on the App
Store after rising sharp-
ly from its previous rank
of 127. The sudden surge
comes amid heightened
public attention and

controversy surround-
ing the platform, reflect-
ing both widespread cu-
riosity and public debate
over its use and privacy
concerns.

Launched to help mo-
bile users access infor-
mation related to their
telecom connections,
Sanchar Saathi enables
individuals to verify all

mobile numbers regis-
tered under their name,
manage subscriptions,
and check for unauthor-
ized connections. The
app is part of the gov-
ernment’s initiative to
improve transparency
and consumer aware-
ness in the telecom sec-
tor, ensuring that users
have easy access to criti-

cal data related to their
mobile connections.
The recent controver-
sy has revolved around
concerns over user pri-
vacy and the collection
of personal data. Critics
have questioned wheth-
er the app, which re-
quires access to sensi-
tive information such as
phone numbers and

identity details, could
compromise user secu-
rity. Despite these criti-
cisms, or perhaps be-
cause of the widespread
debate, the app has wit-
nessed an unprecedent-
ed surge in downloads.

Industry analysts note
that such a rapid climb
on the App Store—from
127th to the top posi-
tion—is unusual in In-
dia’s competitive app
market, dominated by
social media, streaming,
and gaming platforms.
The spike indicates
strong public engage-
ment and the influence
of media coverage in
driving app adoption,
particularly when con-
troversies or disputes at-
tract nationwide
attention.

Government officials
defending the app have
emphasized that San-
char Saathi is a secure
and reliable tool aimed
at protecting consum-
ers’ telecom connec-
tions. They have assured
users that the app com-
plies with data protec-

tion guidelines and is
designed to strengthen
user control over their
mobile services. Offi-
cials also highlighted
that the platform pro-
vides valuable services,
including identifying
unauthorized mobile
connections, reporting
complaints to telecom
operators, and manag-
ing multiple numbers
efficiently.

The Sanchar Saathi
app’s ascent to the top of
the App Store highlights
the growing role of digi-
tal platforms in shaping
public discourse. It also
underscores how contro-
versies, while some-
times drawing criticism,
can significantly boost
awareness and user
adoption. As the debate
around privacy contin-
ues, the app’s developers
and government agen-
cies are likely to focus
on reinforcing security
measures and address-
ing public concerns to
maintain trust while
sustaining its newfound
popularity.
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RBI CUTS REPO RATE BY 25
BASIS POINTS, HOME LOAN

RBI REDUCES
REPO RATE

25 BASIS POINTS, CUT

- BORROWERS TO BENEFIT

105.25% | [t

TPN Desk

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has once again brought
good news for home loan bor-
rowers by reducing the repo
rate by 25 basis points, bring-
ing it down to 5.25%. This
marks the fourth rate cut by
the central bank this year, re-
sulting in a total reduction of
125 basis points in 2025. The
move is expected to provide
substantial savings for bor-
rowers across the country.

Several banks have already
passed on the benefits of ear-
lier rate cuts to borrowers,
although the impact may
vary depending on the reset
cycle of theloan. With the lat-
est 25-basis-point reduction,
home loans linked to the Ex-
ternal Benchmark Lending
Rate (EBLR) are expected to
see a further decrease in EMI
burdens. Interest rates that
were around 9% last year
have now fallen to below
7.5%, offering long-term fi-
nancial relief for borrowers.
Financial experts estimate
that a reduction of 125 basis
points on a 50 lakh home
loan could save nearly 29 lakh
over the tenure of the loan.

For example, if an individ-
ual takes a 50 lakh loan for
20 years at an interest rate of
8.50%, the monthly EMI
would be 43,391. Following
the repo rate cut, with inter-
est rates dropping to 7.25%,
the EMI would reduce to

239,518, resulting in a month-
ly saving of nearly %4,000.
Over the long term, this could
save approximately 9.29
lakh. If borrowers continue
paying the same EMI amount,
the loan tenure could reduce
by about 42 months, saving
nearly %18 lakh in interest
payments, experts say. They
also suggest that when banks
pass on the benefits, borrow-
ers may consider reducing
the loan tenure instead of
lowering the EMI to maxi-
mize savings.

While home loan borrow-
ers stand to gain, the repo
rate cut has a downside for
depositors. Fixed deposit
(FD) rates are likely to de-
cline as banks adjust to the
lower policy rate. Although
existing FDs will not be af-
fected, new deposits may
earn lower interest. Current-
ly, long-term FDs offer inter-
est rates between 7% and
7.25%, but these are expected
to decrease further following
the RBI’s decision.

The central bank’s rate cut
is part of its ongoing effort to
support economic growth
and reduce the cost of bor-
rowing. With home loan EMIs
becoming more affordable,
borrowers can expect relief
in their monthly budgets,
while banks and financial in-
stitutions will adjust deposit
offerings in response to the
monetary easing.

SPICEJET CAPITALIZES ON
INDIGO CRISIS

TPN Desk:

The ongoing operational
crisis at IndiGo has provided
a strategic opportunity for ri-
val airline SpicedJet, which
moved quickly to expand its
services amid widespread
flight cancellations and de-
lays. While IndiGo continues
to grapple with stranded pas-
sengers and operational bot-
tlenecks, SpiceJet has added
multiple new flights from Del-
hi and Mumbai to meet the
surge in demand, positively
impacting its business and
stock performance. Converse-
ly, IndiGo’s shares have been
negatively affected due to the
disruption.

Spicedet announced the ad-
ditional flights on social me-
dia platform X, stating,
“Quick update: We have add-
ed additional departures
from Delhi and Mumbai to-
day for your convenience.”
The airline also provided de-
tailed information on flight
numbers, destinations, and
timings for the new services.

The expanded schedule in-
cludes flights from Delhi to
Mumbai, Ayodhya, Pune,
Bangkok, Bengaluru, and
Kolkata. Meanwhile, Mum-
bai-based departures now
cover Jaipur, Patna, Goa, Ben-
galuru, Gorakhpur, Chennai,
and New Delhi. The airline’s
prompt response highlights
its strategy to capture de-
mand generated by IndiGo’s
operational setbacks, turning
a competitor’s crisis into a
commercial advantage.

However, the spike in fares
has drawn attention. Accord-
ing to SpiceJet’s website, one-
way tickets from Mumbai to
Delhi for late-night flights
were priced at 40,599 and
334,299—dramatically higher
than the regular ¥4,000-37,000
range. This surge reflects the
pressure of limited seat avail-
ability amid high demand, as
travelers urgently seek alter-
natives to canceled IndiGo
flights.

Despite the announcement
of additional flights, most of
the new services were al-
ready sold out at the time of
reporting, suggesting that

the airline is operating at full
capacity to accommodate dis-
placed passengers. Industry
experts note that while the
high fares may attract criti-
cism from travelers, the move
is a significant revenue
booster for SpiceJet during a
period when competitors are
struggling operationally.

Financial analysts have
pointed out that Spicedet’s
quick operational response
demonstrates the flexibility
and opportunistic strategies
of smaller carriers in the In-
dian aviation market. By
swiftly reallocating aircraft
and increasing flight fre-
quencies, the airline has not
only addressed urgent pas-
senger needs but also
strengthened its position in
the domestic sector, particu-
larly in key hubs like Delhi
and Mumbai.

For IndiGo, the crisis con-
tinues to weigh heavily, af-
fecting customer trust and
investor confidence. Regula-
tory intervention and tempo-
rary relief measures have
been implemented, but recov-
ery is expected to take time.
Meanwhile, SpicedJet’s deci-
sive approach has under-
scored the importance of ag-
ile planning in a competitive
industry where one airline’s
misfortune can become an-
other’s opportunity.

Overall, the IndiGo disrup-
tion has reshaped short-term
dynamics in India’s aviation
sector, with SpiceJet emerg-
ing as the primary benefi-
ciary through expanded
flight offerings, record fares,
and increased market
visibility.
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Fabergé'Winter Egg’
Expected to Fetch Rs
200 Crore at Auction

A rare Fabergé master-
piece—famously known as the
Winter Egg—is once again
headed to auction, and experts
believe it could command an
extraordinary price of Rs 200
crore. Just four inches tall, the
jewel-like creation is consid-
ered one of the most exquisite
and valuable decorative eggs
ever made.

Crafted in 1913 for Tsar Nich-
olas II of Russia, the Winter
Egg was designed by Alma Pihl,
one of the very few female art-
ists at the House of Fabergé.
The Tsar commissioned it as an
Easter gift for his mother, Em-
press Maria Feodorovna. To-
day, only two eggs created by
Pihl survive—one held by the
British royal family, and this
newly surfaced piece now set
for sale.

What sets the Winter Egg
apart is its extraordinary
craftsmanship. Made from rock
crystal, the exterior shimmers
like frozen glass and is embel-
lished with nearly 4,500 dia-

monds, giving it a glistening,
frost-like appearance. Inside
the egg lies its signature sur-
prise: a miniature basket of
flowers, crafted from precious
stones and quartz. The delicate
design symbolises the transi-
tion from winter to spring, cap-
turing the elegance and imagi-
nation for which Fabergé is
renowned.

The egg’s journey through
history is just as striking as its
design. After the fall of the Ro-
manov dynasty in 1917, many
royal treasures were sold off by
the new communist regime. De-
spite its immense value, the
Winter Egg was reportedly sold
to a London dealer for only £450
due to Russia’s financial crisis
at the time.

More than a century later, the
piece is poised to break auction
records. With its rich imperial
history, intricate artistry, and
extreme rarity, the Fabergé
Winter Egg stands as one of the
world’s most extraordinary—
and expensive—art objects.

Over 1,000 Amazon Workers
Warn Against ‘Warp-Speed’
Al Rollout

More than 1,000 Amazon em-
ployees have signed an open
letter urging the company to
slow down its rapid expansion
of artificial intelligence sys-
tems, warning that the current
“all-costs-justified, warp-
speed” approach could harm
workers, democracy and the
environment. The letter, pub-
lished on November 26, comes
amid Amazon’s ongoing plan to
cut up to 14,000 corporate jobs
globally this year.

The signatories include engi-
neers, product managers and
warehouse associates, reflect-
ing concerns across the com-
pany’s workforce. Their mes-
sage has also drawn support
from over 2,400 employees at
other major tech firms, includ-
ing Microsoft, Apple, Google
and Meta—showing a broader
industry unease about un-
checked AI growth.

Employees argue that Ama-
zon’s leadership is pushing
ahead with AI adoption with-
out adequate guardrails, risk-
ing mass job displacement and
expanding workplace surveil-
lance. They also highlight the
environmental cost of large-
scale Al infrastructure, which
demands vast energy resourc-
es at a time when climate con-
cerns are mounting.

The letter warns that deploy-
ing powerful Al tools without
proper oversight could contrib-
ute to democratic backsliding,
especially when combined
with rising global authoritari-
anism. Workers fear that Al-
driven decision-making in lo-
gistics, hiring, productivity
tracking and customer-facing
services could concentrate
power and reduce
transparency.

“We believe that the warp-
speed approach to Al develop-
ment will do staggering dam-
age,” the letter states, urging
Amazon to invest in stronger
safety, privacy and ethical
standards before scaling fur-
ther. Employees want clearer
policies on how AI may affect
job roles, along with commit-
ments to retraining and pro-
tecting workers’ rights.

As Amazon accelerates inte-
gration of generative Al across
e-commerce, cloud services
and warehouse operations, the
internal pushback underscores
a growing divide between cor-
porate strategy and employee
anxieties. Workers say Al inno-
vation is inevitable—but warn
that without meaningful safe-
guards, its consequences could
be far-reaching and
irreversible.

Apple has introduced
anew hypertension no-
tifications feature for
Apple Watch users in
India, aiming to help
identify signs of chron-
ic high blood pressure
in people who may not
know they have the
condition. The feature
analyzes 30 days of
PPG (photoplethysmog-
raphy) sensor data us-
ing machine learning
and is designed specifi-
cally for users without
a prior hypertension
diagnosis.

Unlike a traditional
blood pressure moni-
tor, the Apple Watch
does not measure blood
pressure directly or
show BP readings. In-
stead, it looks for long-
term patterns linked to
chronic hypertension
and alerts eligible us-
ers—those over 22, not
pregnant, and undiag-
nosed—if concerning
trends emerge. Once
enabled through the
Watch or Health app,
the feature runs auto-
matically in the
background.
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Dr. Adam Phillips, a
cardiologist at Apple
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the feature, said it is
built on three princi-
involved in developing ples: scientific valida-
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tion, actionable in-
sights, and privacy.
Apple used data from
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over 100,000 partici-
pants to design the fea-
ture and clinically vali-

ertensionAlerts

dated it on 2,229 adults.
In testing, it achieved
41.2% sensitivity in de-
tecting hypertension
and 92.3% specificity
in identifying users
without it—perfor-
mance comparable to
clinical BP cuffs.

The feature works on
Apple Watch Series 9,
10, 11, Ultra 2, and Ul-
tra 3. If a user receives
a notification, Apple
recommends logging
blood pressure for sev-
en days using a certi-
fied external BP cuff.
Reports generated
through the Health app
can be shared with doc-
tors via email, messag-

ing apps, or
WhatsApp.
Hypertension affects

1.3 billion people world-
wide, with nearly half
going undiagnosed. Ap-
ple says its goal is to
help this large popula-
tion get early alerts
that can encourage
timely medical evalua-
tion and prevent com-
plications such as
heart attacks, stroke,
and kidney disease.

Russian Firm Claims Neurochip Can Turn Pigeons Into
Human-Controlled Drones

A Russian neurotechnolo-
gy company, Neiry, has an-
nounced that it is developing
a system that can turn real
birds—starting with pi-
geons—into remotely oper-
ated “biodrones.” According
to a translated post from the
company, its implanted neu-
rochip allows an operator to
control the bird’s flight by
uploading tasks, similar to
programming conventional
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs).

Unlike trained messenger
birds, Neiry claims its bio-
drones require no training at
all. After surgery, the bird
can reportedly be guided
through brain stimulation.
By activating specific neural
regions, researchers say they
can create an impulse that
makes the bird “want” to fly
in the commanded
direction.

The company argues that
usinglive birds offers signifi-
cant advantages. Pigeons can
naturally navigate complex
urban environments and
have better endurance than
many mechanical drones.
Neiry also asserts that the
risk of operational failure is
equivalent to the normal
chances of a bird falling
mid-flight.

The biodrone system in-
volves implanted electrodes,
a back-mounted stimulator,
and a remote controller that
sends directional cues. A
GPS receiver tracks the
bird’s location in real time.
Neiry claims that operators
can manage entire flocks, up-

dating flight paths through
the neural interface. A pi-
geon equipped as a PJN-1 bio-
drone can reportedly fly up
to 310 miles in a day, and with
adequate sunlight for the on-
board power system, nearly
1,850 miles in a week.
Founder Alexander Panov

says the company plans to ex-
pand the technology to other
species: ravens for heavier
payloads, gulls for coastal
monitoring, and albatrosses
for long-range ocean
surveillance.

Neiry states that the pro-
ject is in its final testing

phase and will soon be used
for remote monitoring. How-
ever, the company has not
disclosed how many birds
have been harmed during de-
velopment or provided data
on surgical success rates,
raising ethical and welfare
concerns.

Al Firms Fall Short of Global Safety Standards: Study

A new report from the Fu-
ture of Life Institute (FLI)
has found that the safety
practices of leading artifi-
cial intelligence compa-
nies—including Anthropic,
OpenAl, xAI and Meta—re-
main far below emerging
global standards. The find-
ings were released in the lat-
est edition of FLI's Al Safety

Index on Wednesday.

The independent expert
panel that evaluated these
companies concluded that,
despite rapid efforts to build
increasingly powerful and
potentially superintelligent
Al systems, none of the
firms has developed a ro-
bust, reliable framework to
control or align such ad-

vanced technologies. The re-
port warns that safety meas-
ures are not keeping pace
with the accelerating Al
race.

The study comes at a time
of growing public anxiety
over the societal impacts of
smarter-than-human sys-
tems. Recent incidents link-
ing Al chatbots to self-harm

and suicide cases have inten-
sified scrutiny. Concerns
have also risen around Al-
powered hacking, manipula-
tion, and psychological
harm.

Max Tegmark, MIT profes-
sor and president of FLI,
criticized the regulatory vac-
uum surrounding Al devel-
opment. “Despite recent up-

roar over Al-powered
hacking and AI driving peo-
ple to psychosis and self-
harm, US AI companies re-
main less regulated than
restaurants and continue
lobbying against binding
safety standards,” he said.

While governments
worldwide are exploring
guardrails for advanced Al,
the tech industry continues
its rapid expansion. Major
companies are investing
hundreds of billions of dol-
lars to scale up machine
learning infrastructure,
signaling no slowdown in
the competitive push to-
ward superintelligence.

FLI—founded in 2014 and
initially supported by Elon
Musk—has long warned
about the existential risks
posed by uncontrolled AI.
Just this October, a group of
prominent scientists includ-
ing Geoffrey Hinton and
Yoshua Bengio called for a
moratorium on developing
superintelligent AI until
stronger public oversight
and scientific understanding
are in place.

The institute argues that
without stringent safety
standards, the gap between
Al capabilities and govern-
ance will continue to widen,
increasing the risk of real-
world harm.
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Visakhapatnam ODI Decider: India and
outh Africa Clash for Series Victory

N

Cricket fans are eagerly
anticipating the third One
Day International (ODI)
match between India and
South Africa at Visakhapa-
tnam, as the series hangs in
the balance. With the series
currently tied 1-1, this final
ODI has become the deci-
sive encounter, promising
intense competition and
high stakes for both teams.
After India’s victory in the
first match and South Afri-
ca’s comeback in the sec-
ond, all eyes are on this
clash to determine the se-
ries winner.

In the opening ODI, India
delivered a commanding
performance, showcasing
their batting depth and
bowling strength. The top
order laid a solid founda-
tion, while middle-order
contributions ensured a
competitive total. India’s
bowlers then executed a
disciplined plan, restrict-
ing South Africa’s batting
line-up and clinching a

comprehensive win. The
match highlighted India’s
balanced team composition
and the experience of its
key players in handling
pressure situations.
However, South Africa
demonstrated their resil-
ience in the second ODI,
leveling the series with an
impressive performance.
Their bowlers applied con-
sistent pressure on the In-
dian batsmen, exploiting
gaps and maintaining tight
lines and lengths. The
South African batsmen re-
sponded effectively in their
chase, building crucial
partnerships and overcom-
ing early setbacks. This vic-
tory not only showcased
South Africa’s adaptability
but also set up a thrilling
decider at Visakhapatnam.
The third ODI carries im-
mense significance as it
will determine the outcome
of the series. Both teams
are expected to field their
strongest line-ups, with

strategic adjustments
based on the performances
in the first two matches. In-
dia will rely heavily on its
experienced batsmen, who
have consistently provided
stability in previous games.
Contributions from the
middle order will be cru-
cial, particularly in navi-
gating tricky phases of the
innings. On the bowling
front, India’s pace attack
and spin duo will be tasked
with breaking partnerships
and containing the South
African batsmen.

South Africa, on the oth-
er hand, will aim to carry
forward the momentum
from their second-match
victory. Their all-rounders
and middle-order batsmen
will play pivotal roles in
setting or chasing totals,
while the bowlers will fo-
cus on exploiting weak-
nesses in India’s batting
order. With the series on
theline, both sides are like-
ly to play aggressively, bal-
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ancing risk and caution to
gain an edge over their
opponents.

Visakhapatnam’s pitch
and weather conditions
will play a crucial role in
the match. Analysts pre-
dict a balanced wicket that
offers opportunities for
both batsmen and bowlers,
potentially leading to an
exciting contest with twists
and turns throughout the
game. The coastal condi-
tions might aid swing bowl-
ing in the early overs, while
spinners could come into
play during the middle
overs, adding another layer
of strategy for the
captains.

Fans can expect an elec-
trifying atmosphere in the
stadium, with supporters
from both nations turning
out in large numbers. The
decider ODI is not only
about claiming the series
but also about building mo-
mentum for upcoming in-
ternational fixtures. A win

here would boost confi-
dence and morale for the
victorious team, while a
loss could trigger a period
of introspection and
analysis.

Both teams have shown
remarkable skill, determi-
nation, and adaptability in
the first two matches, set-
ting the stage for a memo-
rable showdown. The third
ODI at Visakhapatnam
promises to deliver intense
cricketing action, strategic
battles, and high drama,
providing fans with a per-
fect finale to this closely
contested series.

As the players take to the
field, all eyes will be on the
performances of star play-
ers and emerging talents
alike. The decider ODI is
set to be a showcase of
competitive spirit, techni-
cal prowess, and tactical
acumen, making it a must-
watch for cricket enthusi-
asts across India, South Af-
rica, and the world.

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli's Future in World
Cup 2027 Looks Bright After Stellar Performances

The debate over the fu-
ture of Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli in Indian crick-
et seems to be nearing a res-
olution, much to the delight
of fans and cricketing pun-
dits. The ongoing tussle be-
tween Gautam Gambhir
and the senior Indian stars
— popularly referred to as
ROKO — may finally be
coming to an end as per
sports circles. The discus-
sion around whether these
stalwarts should be includ-
ed in the 2027 World Cup
squad has been a hot topic
in recent months, but their
recent performances
against South Africa have
shifted perceptions within
the BCCI.

Earlier, Gautam Gambhir
had expressed strong reser-
vations about including Ro-
hit Sharma and Virat Kohli
in the upcoming World Cup,
citing concerns over age
and workload management.
He had reportedly advised
the BCCI to consider the
longer-term future of Indi-
an cricket, suggesting that
newer, younger players
should gradually replace
the senior duo. This stance,
however, did not sit well
with fans or some former
players, who have long rec-
ognized the unmatched tal-
ent and match-winning ca-
pabilities of the two
veterans.

The South Africa series
became a turning point for
Rohit and Kohli. Both play-
ers displayed world-class
performances, proving that
age has not dulled their
skills or temperament. Koh-
li, in particular, impressed
cricket enthusiasts with his
consecutive centuries in the

ODIs, showing remarkable
consistency, focus, and resil-
ience under pressure. Rohit
Sharma, too, played crucial
innings that stabilized In-
dia’s batting line-up and
guided younger teammates
through challenging
situations.

According to sources
within cricketing circles,
the BCCI has reportedly re-
considered its earlier
stance, which was influ-
enced by Gambhir’s opin-
ion. The board is now lean-
ing towards retaining both
Kohli and Rohit in the squad
for the 2027 World Cup, rec-
ognizing the immense value
of their experience, leader-
ship, and ability to perform
in high-stakes matches.
Cricket fans across India
have welcomed this move,
flooding social media with
messages of support and ap-

preciation for the two stars.

Prominent former play-
ers have also spoken in fa-
vor of ROKO. Madan Lal
praised their performances,
stating that both veterans
are “playing like 28-year-
olds” and continue to be in-
strumental in India’s suc-
cesses. Senior cricketing
figure Ravi Shastri, who has
previously coached the In-
dian team, cautioned the
BCCI against making any
hasty decisions regarding
their careers, emphasizing
that the experience and
composure of Rohit and
Kohli in critical situations
are irreplaceable.

The possible reconcilia-
tion between Gambhir’s
camp and ROKO could her-
ald anew phase of harmony
within Indian cricket. It is
believed that the board is
keen to maintain a balance

between youth and experi-
ence, ensuring that emerg-
ing players get opportuni-
ties while the senior players
continue to mentor and lead
the team in crucial tourna-
ments like the World Cup.

With the World Cup 2027
still a few years away, Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli
now appear poised to play a
pivotal role in India’s cam-
paign. Fans, analysts, and
cricketing legends alike are
optimistic that these stal-
warts will continue to enter-
tain, inspire, and deliver
match-winning perfor-
mances on the biggest stage.
Their recent displays
against South Africa have
not only silenced critics but
have also reignited hopes
that the Indian cricket team
will field its strongest pos-
sible squad in pursuit of
global glory.
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Cricket World Awaits as Virat
Kohli Eyes Third Consecutive
ODI Century

TPN Desk:

The cricketing world is abuzz
as India gears up for the third
and decisive ODI against South
Africa at Visakhapatnam. All
eyes are on Virat Kohli, who has
been in sublime form, scoring
centuries in the first two match-
es of the series. Fans, analysts,
and former players alike are ea-
gerly anticipating whether Koh-
li can achieve a remarkable hat-
trick of centuries in the series,
afeat that would further cement
his reputation as one of the
modern greats of the game.

Kohli’s performance in the
first two ODIs has been extraor-
dinary. In the opening match, he
anchored India’s innings with
his trademark calm and preci-
sion, compiling a century that
set up a dominant total. His abil-
ity to rotate strike, punish loose
deliveries, and maintain a
steady pace helped India secure
a comfortable victory. In the sec-
ond ODI, despite South Africa’s
spirited comeback, Kohli once
again showcased his class, craft-
ing another century under pres-
sure and keeping India competi-
tive in a closely fought match.

The third ODI now holds even
greater significance. With the
series tied 1-1, Kohli’s form
could be the decisive factor in
determining the winner. Fans
are not only hoping for a series
victory but also eagerly looking
forward to witnessing Kohli
achieve the rare milestone of
three consecutive centuries in a
bilateral ODI series — a feat
achieved by only a select few in
international cricket.

Cricket enthusiasts around
the world are already speculat-
ing on Kohli’s approach for the

decider. Analysts suggest that
his success lies in combining pa-
tience with aggression, adapt-
ing to pitch conditions, and cap-
italizing on any early
breakthroughs. Kohli’s excep-
tional hand-eye coordination,
footwork, and ability to read the
game have been on full display
in this series, giving Indian fans
every reason to believe he can
repeat his heroics.

The stakes are high not just
for Kohli but for the Indian team
as a whole. A strong perfor-
mance from their star batsman
can inspire the rest of the line-
up and create momentum in
crucial phases of the match.
Moreover, a century from Kohli
in the third ODI would provide
India with a solid platform to
chase or defend totals, signifi-
cantly increasing their chances
of clinching the series against a
formidable South African side.

Across social media, fans
have already started planning
celebrations, with hashtags and
posts expressing excitement and
hope. Former players and com-
mentators have lauded Kohli’s
consistency and mental forti-
tude, noting that such perfor-
mances often define the out-
come of closely contested
series.

As the match approaches,
cricket fans everywhere are
holding their breath, hoping to
witness history in the making.
Whether Virat Kohli achieves
the much-anticipated hat-trick
of centuries or not, his dazzling
form and dedication continue to
inspire millions and underscore
why he remains one of the most
celebrated cricketers in the
world today.

Indian Bowling Woes Against South Africa Put
Pressure on BCCIl Ahead of Third ODI

As the India-South Africa ODI
series reaches its climax, the fo-
cus has shifted sharply to the In-
dian bowling attack, which has
struggled to make a significant
impact despite home conditions
and strong batting performances.
While India has managed big
scores with the bat, it has been
the bowlers’ inability to capital-
ize on these totals that has caused
concern among fans, analysts,
and the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI).

The second ODI, played in
[city], highlighted India’s vulner-
ability with the ball. South Afri-
ca, chasing a formidable total,
capitalized on inconsistent line
and length from Indian pacers
and spinners alike. Despite the
team posting a competitive score,
India succumbed to a defeat that
was largely attributed to a lack of
penetration in the bowling de-
partment. This has sparked wide-
spread debate over the effective-
ness of the current pace attack
and the strategy being employed
by the team management.

One particular focus has been
on Mohammed Shami, India’s
senior pacer. While Shami has
been a match-winner in the past,
his recent performances against
South Africa have come under
scrutiny. Critics argue that the
team may need to rethink its pace
options, considering fresh faces
or giving more responsibility to
other bowlers who have shown
promise in domestic and fran-
chise cricket. The BCCI, in con-
sultation with the team manage-
ment, is reportedly evaluating
the bowling combinations for the
upcoming Third ODI, which
could prove pivotal in deciding
the series.

The stakes are high as both
teams are tied in the series, mak-
ing the third ODI a decider. Crick-
et analysts suggest that India

cannot rely solely on its batting
prowess; a balanced team with a
strong, disciplined bowling at-
tack is essential to secure a series
victory. Experts have highlighted
the importance of quick bowlers
who can exploit early movement,
as well as spinners capable of
controlling the middle overs and
taking crucial wickets.

Team captain [name] and the
bowling coach have reportedly
been working closely with the
pacers and spinners to fine-tune
their strategies, emphasizing
variations, field placements, and
better execution under pressure.
Sources indicate that the bowlers
are being trained to adapt quick-
ly to South Africa’s batting
strengths, particularly their abil-
ity to chase down high totals with
calculated aggression.

The Third ODI, set to take
place in Visakhapatnam, is ex-
pected to witness a more aggres-
sive and cohesive bowling unit
from India. Fans are hoping that
the bowlers will rise to the occa-
sion, delivering consistent
breakthroughs and containing
the opposition’s run rate. Ana-

lysts believe that a strong bowl-
ing performance could not only
secure the series but also boost
the confidence of the Indian
bowling department, which has
struggled at crucial moments in
recent international fixtures.

While questions linger over
individual players like Shami,
the broader challenge for the
team remains clear: the bowlers
must step up to complement In-
dia’s batting firepower. The se-
ries outcome could hinge on
whether the Indian pacers and
spinners can deliver disciplined,
strategic, and pressure-driven
performances to outsmart the
formidable South African
lineup.

With the third ODI serving as
the decider, all eyes will be on In-
dia’s bowlers to see if they can
address their shortcomings and
help the team clinch a hard-
fought series victory on home
soil. Fans, selectors, and cricket
experts alike will be watching
closely to gauge whether India
can finally find the perfect bal-
ance between batting and bowl-
ing to dominate the series.
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Andhra King Taluka Movie:
Ram Pothineni’s Crazy Video
Song Released

MAHESH BABU P
NAVEEN YERNER] ¥ RAV! SHARRAR i

[ PR ]

Ram Pothineni’s latest outing as a
lead actor, Andhra King Taluka, di-
rected by Mahesh Babu P, has recent-
ly hit theaters. Produced under the
banner of Mythri Movie Makers, the
film brought together an ensemble
cast with Ram Pothineni in the lead
role and Kannada actor in a pivotal
supporting character. However, de-
spite high expectations, the film
failed to make the desired impact at
the box office and could not fully sat-
isfy the fans.

The film also featured the talented
actress Bhagyashree Bose as the fe-
male lead, portraying the role of the
Kingdom’s beauty. Her performance
was widely appreciated and emerged
as one of the highlights of the movie.
The production team had invested
significant effort in ensuring gran-
deur in both storytelling and visual
presentation, making it a much-antic-
ipated release among Telugu cinema
enthusiasts.

Adding to the film’s buzz, the mak-
ers have now released a full video
song titled Pappy Shame, which has
already garnered attention across so-
cial media platforms. The song stands
out not only for its catchy tune but
also because it features Ram Poth-
ineni himself lending his voice to the
track, adding a personal touch and
connecting with fans in a unique way.
The lyrics of the song were penned by
Bhaskarbatla Ravikumar, while the
music composition was provided by
the duo Vivek-Mervin, combining en-
ergetic beats with engaging visuals to
create a memorable song sequence.

The song’s release has sparked ex-
citement among fans, who are shar-
ing clips and reactions online, high-
lighting the hero’s performance and
the vibrant choreography. Despite the
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movie’s lukewarm response, the vid-
eo song offers a chance for audiences
to relive the energy and charm of the
film, bringing renewed attention to
the project.

The movie’s storyline revolves
around political intrigue and king-
dom-related drama, incorporating ac-
tion, romance, and entertainment
elements that are typical of Ram
Pothineni’s films. The inclusion of a
Kannada actor in a key role adds
cross-industry appeal and introduces
a fresh dynamic to the narrative.
While the film’s reception has been
mixed, the makers’ promotional
strategies, including song releases
and social media engagement, aim to
sustain audience interest and boost
overall viewership.

Mythri Movie Makers, known for
producing high-budget, visually
grand Telugu films, have put consid-
erable effort into the production val-
ues of Andhra King Taluka. From
elaborate sets to stylized action se-
quences, the film was designed to of-
fer a cinematic experience that reso-
nates with fans of commercial Telugu
cinema. However, it appears that
while some aspects like performanc-
es and music have been appreciated,
the overall storyline did not meet au-
dience expectations entirely.

In conclusion, Andhra King Taluka
may not have achieved blockbuster
status, but with engaging perfor-
mances, a talented cast, and recently
released energetic songs like Pappy
Shame, the film continues to capture
attention. Ram Pothineni’s singing
debut in the track and the overall pro-
motional activities ensure that fans
remain invested in the movie and its
music, keeping the excitement alive
despite the initial response.

Vision Cinema House Unveils Heart-Warming
First Look of ‘Haiku’on Producer Dr.
Arulanandhu’s Birthday

Vision Cinema House, the rapidly
rising production banner helmed by
producers Dr. Arulanandhu and
Mathewo Arulanandhu, has unveiled
the first look of its upcoming bilin-
gual film Haiku on the special occa-
sion of Dr. Arulanandhu’s birthday;,
December 5, 2025. Known for backing
authentic and emotionally resonant
cinema, the production house has al-
ready made a mark with acclaimed
films like Joe and Kozhi Pannai Chel-
la Durai, and Haiku promises to con-
tinue that legacy.

Haiku is a heartfelt romantic dra-
ma set against the tender backdrop
of youth and student life. The first
look poster captures the lead pair
seated amid an empty gallery of
colorful chairs, radiating a gentle
spark of chemistry. A heart-shaped
sky trail adds a poetic touch, reflect-
ing the film’s soft, emotional narra-
tive. The line “Falling Soon” at the
center of the poster teases audiences
with a feel-good journey that cele-
brates first love, friendship, and
self-discovery.

The film stars Aegan in the lead
role alongside Sridevi Apalla, widely
recognized for her work in Court:
State vs A Nobody, and Femina
George of Minnal Murali fame. The
cast is further strengthened by
Adhirchi Arun and several other piv-
otal characters, promising a layered
and engaging cinematic experience.

Haiku is written and directed by
Yuvaraj Chinnasamy, who co-wrote
the screenplay with Hariharan Ram.
Known for his rooted storytelling
and youthful vibrancy, Yuvaraj
brings a fresh narrative voice to the
project, blending simplicity with
emotional depth. The film’s music,
composed by Baby Vijai Bulganin of
Court fame, promises a breezy and
melodic soundscape that comple-
ments the romantic and emotive tone
of the story.

With this new venture, Vision Cin-
ema House continues to uphold its
commitment to nurturing emerging
talents and supporting meaningful

e —1

storytelling. The production house
has been lauded for giving a platform
to fresh voices, and Haiku embodies
this vision by combining a strong
narrative with young, energetic tal-
ent both in front of and behind the
camera.

The unveiling of Haiku coinciding
with Dr. Arulanandhu’s birthday
added a celebratory touch, as the
team expressed heartfelt wishes to
the producer for his enduring dedica-
tion to the growth of new filmmakers
and storytellers. Executive producer
Aegan Arulanandhu, co-producer
Srinivas Niranjan, and producers Dr.
D. Arulanandhu and Mathewo Aru-
lanandhu have all played pivotal
roles in bringing the project to life
under the Vision Cinema House
banner.

Fans can expect more updates in
the coming weeks, including teaser
releases, glimpses of the cast, and of-
ficial announcements regarding the
film’s theatrical release. With its
fresh take on young love, self-discov-
ery, and the vibrancy of student life,
Haiku is poised to be a charming,
heartwarming addition to contempo-
rary South Indian cinema.
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Tollywood superstar
Nandamuri Balakrishna’s
eagerly awaited pan-Indi-
an project, Akhanda 2, has
hit an unexpected road-
block, leaving fans disap-
pointed and frustrated.
The film, which promised
to be a milestone in NBK’s
illustrious career, has
been postponed indefinite-
ly without any official re-
lease date. This marks the
first time in Balakrishna’s
career that a major project
of his stature has faced
such a delay.

Akhanda 2 had been
touted as a grand cinemat-
ic venture, with Nanda-
muri Balakrishna actively
participating in promo-
tional events across multi-
ple cities, including Chen-
nai, Bangalore, and
Mumbai. Fans were eager-
ly anticipating the release,
expecting a blockbuster
that would cement NBK’s
position in the pan-Indian
film market. However, de-
spite the extensive promo-
tions and high expecta-
tions, the film has yet to
see the light of day due to
legal complications in-
volving the producers.

The production house,
14 Reels, is reportedly fac-
ing negligence allegations
and unresolved financial
obligations, particularly
concerning payments to
ERO’s International. The
issue has escalated to the
courts, further complicat-
ing the film’s release.
While 14 Reels has vowed
to settle the dues, the de-
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Akhanda 2 Release Postponed: Fans Frustrated
as Legal Issues Stall NBK’s First Pan-Indian Film

lay has already generated
significant unrest among
NBK’s fan base. Many fans
have taken to social media
to express their anger and
frustration, some even
questioning if there is a
conspiracy to sabotage the
film at this critical
juncture.

Fans are particularly
puzzled over the decision
of director Boyapati Srinu
to collaborate with 14
Reels despite the ongoing
disputes. Questions are
being raised across social
media platforms about the
producer’s credibility and
the reasons behind choos-

ing them for such a signifi-
cant project. Industry in-
siders reveal that
discussions are underway
among key figures in Tol-
lywood to resolve the legal
and financial hurdles and
ensure the film’s eventual
release, but no concrete
solutions have emerged
yet.

The postponement of
Akhanda 2 has cast a shad-
ow over what was sup-
posed to be a landmark
event in Balakrishna’s ca-
reer. For NBK, this pan-
Indian film was not just
another release but a stra-
tegic step to expand his

reach beyond Telugu cin-
ema into other regional
and national markets. The
delay has created a sense
of uncertainty not only
for the actor and the pro-
duction team but also for
distributors and theater
owners who had invested
heavily in the film’s pro-
motions and anticipated
earnings.

While fans continue to
voice their concerns and
push for clarity, the indus-
try remains hopeful that
the legal issues can be re-
solved swiftly. Sources in-
dicate that prominent Tol-
lywood personalities and

stakeholders are actively
engaged in mediation ef-
forts to bring all parties to
a consensus, aiming to fi-
nally give Akhanda 2 the
release it deserves.

As of now, neither the
producer nor the film-
makers have provided a
new timeline for the film’s
release. Until the legal
complications are re-
solved, fans of Nanda-
muri Balakrishna remain
in suspense, eagerly
awaiting updates on a film
that could potentially be
one of the biggest high-
lights of Tollywood in re-
cent years.

‘Tere Ishq Mein’: Dhanush and Kriti Sanon’s
Romantic Drama Wins Hearts, Trailer Goes Viral

The much-awaited ro-
mantic drama Tere Ishq
Mein, starring Dhanush
and Kriti Sanon, directed
by Anand L. Rai and pro-
duced by Bhushan Kumar,
has received phenomenal
response from audiences
since its release. The mov-
ie is steadily making its
mark at the box office,
with viewers lauding the
performances of the lead
pair. Fans are particularly
impressed by the on-
screen chemistry between
Dhanush and Kriti, prais-
ing the way the characters
and their emotions have
been portrayed. Adding to
the appeal, A.R. Rahman’s
soulful music has struck a
chord with the audience,
elevating the cinematic
experience.

Recently, the Telugu
trailer of the film created
a significant buzz online,
further raising excitement
for the movie. The trailer
beautifully showcases the
emotional journey of the
protagonists, including
themes of love, heart-
break, and the struggle to
overcome emotional pain.
Audiences have appreciat-
ed the depth of the story,
highlighting how the film
portrays not only the joy
of romance but also the
unspoken pain and vulner-
abilities that accompany

it. Anand L. Rai’s signa-
ture storytelling style is
evident in the way the nar-
rative unfolds, making the
film an engaging cinemat-
ic experience. The direc-
tor’s nuanced depiction of
emotional depth adds a
layer of realism, making
the characters’ experienc-
es relatable to viewers.

The movie has been pro-
duced under the banners
of Gulshan Kumar, T-Se-
ries, and Color Yellow Pro-
ductions, with Anand L.
Rai, Himanshu Sharma,
Bhushan Kumar, and
Krishna Kumar serving as
producers. Anand L. Rai
has also directed the film,
while Himanshu Sharma
and Neeraj Yadav have
contributed to the writing.
The music, composed by
Oscar-winning maestro
A.R. Rahman, combined
with lyrical contributions
by Irshad Kamil, has en-
hanced the emotional and
romantic appeal of the
movie. The film’s produc-
tion values, combined
with a strong narrative
and memorable
soundtrack, make it a
standout release in con-
temporary Indian
cinema.

The story follows the
journey of love between
the lead characters, ex-
ploring both the highs and

lows of romantic relation-
ships. Themes such as
heartbreak, emotional re-
covery, and personal
growth are interwoven
seamlessly, allowing view-
ers to connect deeply with
the characters’ experienc-
es. Dhanush’s compelling
performance, coupled
with Kriti Sanon’s expres-
sive portrayal, has struck
a chord with audiences,
who have praised both ac-
tors for their natural and
heartfelt performances.
The film also balances hu-
mor and lighthearted mo-
ments with intense emo-
tional sequences, creating
a well-rounded cinematic
experience.

Tere Ishq Mein was re-
leased worldwide on No-
vember 28 in multiple lan-
guages, including Hindi,
Tamil, and Telugu, reach-
ing audiences across the
globe. The combination of
Anand L. Rai’s direction, a
talented cast, a captivating
script, and A.R. Rahman’s
music has ensured that the
film resonates with view-
ers of all ages. With the
trailer generating tremen-
dous excitement online
and the positive audience
response at the box office,
Tere Ishq Mein is poised to
be remembered as a mem-
orable romantic drama in
Indian cinema.

Mythri Movie Makers Secure Nizam
Rights for Aadi Saikumar’s’Shambhala’
Ahead of Christmas Release

Aadi Saikumar’s up-
coming mystical thriller,
Shambhala: A Mystical
World, is all set for a
grand worldwide theatri-
cal release this Christ-
mas, on December 25th.
The film, directed by
Ugandhar Muni and pro-
duced by Rajasekhar An-
nabhimoju and Mahid-
har Reddy under the
Shining Pictures banner,
has already generated
substantial anticipation
among audiences with its
intriguing promotional
material and captivating
teasers.

Adding to the excite-
ment, Tollywood’s promi-
nent production and dis-
tribution house, Mythri
Movie Distributors LLP,
has acquired the Nizam
distribution rights for
the film at a notable
price. Known for han-
dling several successful
Pan-India releases, Myth-
ri Movie Makers’ involve-
ment is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance
Shambhala’s visibility in
the crucial Nizam region.
Their strong distribution
network and experience
are anticipated to create
a wider reach for the
film, potentially boosting
its box office prospects.

The film’s theatrical
rights across other re-
gions have already been
finalized, ensuring a
well-organized release
across the country. On
the non-theatrical front,
the producers have also
completed strategic
deals. OTT giant Aha has
secured the streaming
rights for Shambhala, al-
lowing viewers to access
the film online shortly
after its theatrical run.
Meanwhile, Zee Network
has acquired the satellite
broadcasting rights,
guaranteeing a wide tel-
evision audience once
the film completes its
theatrical journey.

For overseas releases,
Moonshine Cinemas has
been entrusted with the
distribution, ensuring
that the film reaches au-
diences around the globe.
This coordinated ap-
proach to theatrical and
digital distribution un-
derscores the producers’
aim to maximize the
film’s reach and establish
a pan-India and interna-
tional presence.

The promotional cam-
paign for Shambhala is
already in full swing,
with teasers, posters, and
other marketing initia-
tives generating buzz on
social media platforms.
The team is now prepar-
ing to intensify their
marketing efforts as the
release date approaches,
promising a high-octane
promotional rollout that
includes interactive fan
engagement activities,
interviews, and media
appearances. With such
strategic marketing and
distribution in place, the
anticipation surround-
ing the film is reaching
its peak.

Shambhala: A Mystical
World blends elements of
fantasy, adventure, and
thriller genres, offering
audiences a unique cine-
matic experience. With
Aadi Saikumar in the
lead, the film promises a
gripping narrative, visu-
al spectacle, and an im-
mersive storyline that
has intrigued fans and
moviegoers alike. The
combination of a compel-
ling plot, strong produc-
tion values, and a strate-
gic release plan positions
Shambhala as one of the
most awaited Telugu
films of the year.

As the film gears up for
its Christmas release, ex-
pectations are high for
both its box office perfor-
mance and reception
among audiences world-
wide. With Mythri Movie
Makers handling the Ni-
zam region, the team’s
distribution strategy
across India and interna-
tionally, and a robust pro-
motional campaign,
Shambhala is poised to
make a significant im-
pact this holiday season.
Fans of Aadi Saikumar
and Tollywood enthusi-
asts alike are eagerly
awaiting the film’s pre-
miere, ready to step into
the mystical world prom-
ised by the film’s intrigu-
ing title.

Printed by Published by GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN on behalf of GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN, printed at and published at PLOT NO. 168, G FLOOR, KK NAGAR, PHASE-2, GANDHAMGUDA, BANDLAGUDA JAGIR, RAJENDRANAGAR
Editor GOPISETTY RAVIKIRAN. PRGI Registration No. “TGENG/25/A2485”. Phone Number 9100571249, Email ID: ggravikiran@gmail.com




