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Tpn Bureau/ De-
cember 3:

T elangana Chief  
Minister A. Revant 
h Reddy met Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi in New Delhi on 
Wednesday and formal-
ly invited him to attend 
the upcoming Telanga-
na Rising 2047 Global S 
ummit, which will be ho 
sted at the newly emerg-
ing Hyderabad – Bharat 
Future City. The summi 
t, designed to position 
Telangana as a future-
ready economic power-
house, is scheduled to 
take place on a global pl 
atform.

The meeting took pla 
ce inside the Parliament 

building, where Deputy 
Chief  Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka also accom-
panied the Chief  Minis-
ter. During the interac-
tion, CM Revanth Reddy 
personally handed over 
a specially printed invi-
tation card for the Glob-
al Summit to the Prime 
Minister, underscoring 
the significance of  the e 
vent for the state’s long-
term development visi 
on. During the meeting, 
the Chief  Minister brie 
fed Prime Minister Mod 
i on Telangana’s ambiti 
ous economic plans, ali 
gning with the Union 
Government’s national 
vision of  Viksit Bharat 
2047. CM Revanth Reddy 
explained that Telanga-
na aims to achieve a $3 

trillion economy, adva 
ncing in sectors such as 
innovation, urban deve 
lopment, digital tran sf  
ormation, manufactur-
ing, and green energy.

He highlighted that th 
e state government has 
prepared a comprehen-

sive Telangana Rising 
2047 Vision Document, 
which outlines strategic 
sector-wise growth pla 
ns for the next two deca 
des. This document, he 
said, was crafted based 
on guidance from NITI 
Aayog, consultations 

with economic experts, 
and inputs from various 
industry leaders.

According to the Chie 
f  Minister, the Vision 
Document provides de-
tailed insights into Tel-
angana’s developmental 

roadmap, covering ur-
ban infrastructure ex-
pansion, industrial cor-
ridors, future technolog 
y clusters, agricultural 
modernization, and hu-
man resource develop-
ment. He informed the 
Prime Minister that the 

document will be offic 
ially unveiled during th 
e Global Summit.

CM Revanth Reddy e 
mphasised that the sum-
mit aims to project Hyde 
rabad globally as a forw 
ard-looking innovation 
hub and as a key driver 
of  India’s future econo 
mic growth. The event 
will host international 
delegates, global CEOs, 
policymakers, inves-
tors, and academics, all 
of  whom will partici-
pate in discussions on 
shaping Telangana’s 
long-ter m economic 
transformation.

He also apprised the 
Prime Minister about m 
ajor initiatives the state 
is undertaking to stre 

ngthen industrial inve 
stment, improve public 
governance, and enha 
nce socio-economic wel-
fare schemes. The Chief  
Minister expressed hop 
e that the Prime Minis-
ter’s presence at the su 
mmit would add imme 
nse value and inspire na 
tional and international 
stakeholders to collabo-
rate with Telangana.

The meeting conclud-
ed on a positive note, wit 
h both leaders discuss-
ing opportunities to ali 
gn Telangana’s long-ter 
m aspirations with na-
tional priorities. Furth 
er coordination between 
state and central agen-
cies is expected in the ru 
n-up to  the global 
summit.

Tpn Bureau/ De-
cember 3: 

H usnabad, Telan-
gana Chief  Minis-
ter A. Revanth Red-
dy delivered a po 

werful and emotionally 
charged speech at the Hu 
snabad public meeting, 
highlighting the histori-
cal, political, and cultur-
al importance of  the re-
gion while outlining the 
achievements and future 
commitments of  the Con 
gress government. He be-
gan by acknowledging 
Husnabad as a land of  un 
ique pride, noting its leg-
acy as the birthplace of  
Bahujana governance 
under the leadership of  
Sardar Sarvai Papanna.

The Chief  Minister re-
minded the gathering of  
Karimnagar’s pivotal ro 
le in the Telangana state-
hood movement. He re-

called how Sonia Gandhi 
chose the Karimnagar 
platform to promise the 
formation of  a separate 
Telangana state — a pro 
mise she fulfilled, turn-
ing a six-decade dream 
int o reality. Revanth 
Reddy stated that he per-
so nally visited Sonia 
Gandhi to invite her to 
the upcoming Telangana 
Rising Global Summit, 
along with Mallikarjun 
Kharge, Rahul Gandhi, 
Priyanka Gandhi, and 
even Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Highlighting the sig-
nificance of  December 3, 
he said the day marks the 
people’s victory when 
they used their vote as a 
powerful weapon to end 
oppressive governance 
and restore democratic 
rule. He also paid tribute 
to Srikanth Chary, who 
sacrificed his life for Tel-
angana. As a mark of  

commitment to his ide-
als, the government has 
already filled 60,000 gov-
ernment jobs in its first 
year and plans to fill an-
other 40,000 jobs within 
the next two-and-a-half  
years.

Criticizing the previ-
ous BRS administration, 
Revanth Reddy stated 
that the Kaleshwaram 
project, built at a cost of  
nearly one lakh crore ru-
pees, has turned into a 

“collapse of  engineering 
and governance.” In con-
trast, irrigation projects 
constructed during ear-
lier Congress regimes 
continue to operate with-
out issues.

Listing out welfare 
achievements, he reaf-
firmed that the Congress 
government has already 
implemented a ₹2 lakh 
farm loan waiver, bring-
ing major relief  to farm-
ers. He stated that since 

coming to power, the gov-
ernment has spent ₹1.04 
lakh crore on farmer 
welfare schemes alone.

The Chief  Minister 
highlighted other im-
pactful initiatives:
₹8,000 crore spent 
on free travel for wom-
en in RTC buses

New ration cards is-
sued to eligible benefici 
aries

Distribution of  fine-

quality rice to the poor
200 units of  free elec-

tricity to nearly 50 lakh 
households

Revanth Reddy accu 
sed the previous govern-
ment of  ignoring Husn 
abad, pointing out that 
key irrigation projects 
like Gandipelli and Gou 
reli remained incompl 
ete for a decade. While co 
nstituencies like Gajwel, 
Siddipet, and Sircilla sa 
w rapid growth under B 
RS leaders, Husnabad wa 
s left behind. He assured 
that the Congress gover 
nment would not repeat 

this neglect and vowed to 
allocate whatever funds 
are necessary for the de-
velopment of  Husnabad.

He further criticized 
the BRS for failing to pro-
vide even a single dou-
ble-bedroom house to the 
poor in ten years. In cont 
rast, he promised that th 
e Congress government, 
which he claimed will re-
main in power for the ne 
xt decade, will construct 
20 lakh houses across the 
state.

As the state heads tow 
ard upcoming sarpanch 
elections, the Chief  Min-

ister urged citizens to ele 
ct capable, honest leader 
s who can work in coordi 
nation with ministers an 
d MLAs to bring meanin 
gful development to eve-
ry village. He appealed to 
voters to choose leaders 
who can “light up the vil-
lages” and serve the peo-
ple with integrity and 
dedication.

The public meeting 
concluded with loud 
cheers, reflecting the re-
newed confidence and 
support for the Congress 
government in Telan 
gana.

Tpn Bureau/ De-
cember 3:

T he controversy s 
urrounding the al-
leged leak of  the H 
ILTP Government 

Order (GO) before its 
official release has trig-
gered a major political 
and administrative sto 
rm in Telangana. Acc 
ording to highly placed 
sources, the GO, which 
was still in the draft st 
age, was reportedly se 
nt directly to former m 
inister K. T. Rama Rao 
(KTR) even before it 
was officially notified 
by the government.

Authorities suspect 
that the leak was not 
accidental but part of  a 
deliberate and well-
planned attempt to ma-
lign the government. 
Preliminary internal 
findings suggest that 
the leak may have orig-
inated from within the 
top levels of  the Indus-
tries Department itself. 
Officials believe that 
an individual holding a 
senior, sensitive posi-
tion may have accessed 
the document early and 
forwarded it from his 
personal device to KT 
R’s phone.

This revelation has 
raised serious ques-

tions about data secu-
rity and confidentiality 
within government de-
partments. With policy 
documents of  such im-
portance being leaked 
even before publica-
tion, the government h 
as taken the matter ve  
ry seriously. A high-lev-
el inquiry has already 
been initiated to iden-
tify how the classified 
draft was accessed, wh 
o transmitted it, and w 
hat the motive behind 
the leak might have 
been.

Sources indicate that 
the alleged leak oc-
curred immediately af-
ter the GO draft was p 

repared. Instead of  fol-
lowing official chann 
els, the concerned offi-
cial reportedly captur 
ed or downloaded the 
document and sent it di 
rectly to KTR. The gov-
ernment believes that 
the intention might ha 
ve been to create politi-
cal embarrassment and 
derail policy discussio 
ns surrounding the HI 
LTP initiative.

The incident has 
caused significant ten-
sion within administra 
tive circles. Senior offic 
ials are now reviewing 
security protocols, lim-
iting access to sensitive 
documents, and stre 

ngthening digital mon-
itoring systems to pre-
vent further breaches. 
Departments have also 
been instructed to trac 
k all internal document 
movement closely and 
report any suspicious 
activity.

Politically, the alleg 
ed leak has given rise to 
sharp exchanges, with 
ruling party members 
accusing the Opposit 
ion of  collusion with in 
siders to destabilize go 
vernance. Opposition 
leaders, meanwhile, 
have denied involve-
ment and argued that 
the government must 
first address internal 
lapses instead of  shift-
ing blame.

As the inquiry pro-
gresses, authorities be-
lieve that the truth be-
hind the leak will soon 
come to light. If  prov-
en, stern action is ex-
pected against those 
involved, regardless of  
their rank or political 
affiliations. The inci-
dent underscores the 
need for stronger infor-
mation security mech-
anisms within govern-
ment systems to prev 
ent misuse, manipula-
tion, or unauthorized 
ac cess to policy docu-
ments in the future.

Tpn Bureau/  
December 3:

A crude bomb ex-
ploded on the rail-
way tracks at Koth-
agudem railway sta 

tion on Wednesday mor 
ning after a stray dog ac-
cidentally bit into a bag 
containing the explosive 
device. The dog, report-
edly mistaking the cloth-
wrapped bomb for food, 
died instantly in the bl 
ast. The unusual inciden 
t sparked panic in the ar 
ea and prompted an im-
mediate response from 
the police.

Upon receiving inform 
ation, Government Rail-
way Police personnel alo 
ng with Three-Town and 
One-Town Inspectors S  
hiva Prasad and Karuna-
kar rushed to the spot. A 
dog squad was deployed 
as part of  the investiga-
tion to examine the sur-
roundings and identify 
any additional threats. 
During the search, au-
thorities discovered five 
more crude bombs inside 
the same cloth bag, all of  
which remained unexplo 
ded.

Preliminary suspicion 
suggests that the explo-

sives may have been in-
tended for transport on 
the Singareni Fast Pas-
senger Train, which de-
parts from Kothagudem 
in the early morning ho 
urs. Investigators believe 
that the individual car-
rying the bag might have 
abandoned it on the tr 
acks out of  fear of  enhan 
ced police checks or rou-
tine inspections at the 
station.

Police sources also in-
dicated that the crude bo 
mbs were likely manufa 
ctured for illegal huntin 
g purposes, a practice ob-
served in some forest fri 
nge areas. These devices, 
often made from easily 
available materials, pose 
significant danger to 
both humans and ani-
mals and are strictly pro-
hibited under law.

Following the explo-
sion, authorities issued a 
high alert across the rail-
way station and nearby 
zones. Security person-
nel cordoned off  the ar 
ea, and bomb disposal ex 
perts carefully examined 
the remaining explosives 
before safely securing 
them. The incident cre-
ated considerable anxie-
ty among local residents, 
though officials con-

firmed that no passen-
gers were present at the 
station when the blast oc-
curred, as there were no 
scheduled train depar-
tures until late evening.

Railway police have in-
tensified surveillance in 
and around the station, 
especially considering 
the possibility that the 
explosives were meant 
for transport on a pas-
senger train. CCTV foot-
age is being reviewed to 
trace the individual who 
may have left the bag be-

hind. Additional patrol 
teams have been depl 
oyed to prevent any fur-
ther security breaches.

Authorities have urged 
the public to remain vigi-
lant and immediately re-
port any unattended ite 
ms or suspicious activity 
at railway stations. The 
investigation is ongoing, 
and police are working to 
determine the origin of  
the crude bombs and ide 
ntify those responsible 
for transporting them.

CM Revanth Reddy Invites PM Modi to Telangana Rising Global Summit

CM Revanth Reddy’s Key Address 
at Husnabad Public Meeting

Criticizing the previous BRS administration, 
Revanth Reddy stated that the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect, built at a cost of nearly one lakh crore rupees, 
has turned into a “collapse of engineering and gov-
ernance.” In contrast, irrigation projects construct-
ed during earlier Congress regimes continue to 
operate without issues.

Probe Deepens into Alleged  
HILTP GO Leak to KTR’s Phone

Crude Bomb Explodes on 
Kothagudem Railway Tracks; 
Five More Found
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Hyderabad: 
Land in Kokapet, one 

of  Hyderabad’s prime 
suburbs, has once again 
fetched record-breaking 
prices in the ongoing Ne-
opolis land auction, gen-
erating massive revenue 
for the government. In 
the latest third phase of  
the auction, plots in the 
area saw per-acre prices 
reaching Rs. 131 crore for 
Flat No. 19 and Rs. 118 cr 
ore for Flat No. 20, high-
lighting the soaring real 
estate demand in the 
city’s outskirts.

During the auction of  
Flat No. 19, a total of  four 
acres were sold at Rs. 131 
crore per acre, resulting 
in government revenue 
of  Rs. 524 crore. Flat No. 
20, meanwhile, recorded 
similarly high bids at Rs. 
118 crore per acre. The 
third phase of  the Neop-
olis land auction covered 
8.04 acres, generating 

substantial revenue for 
the Hyderabad Metropol-
itan Development Au-
thority (HMDA).

Over the course of  
three phases, a total of  27 
acres across six plots 
have been auctioned, ac-
cumulating Rs. 3,708 cro 
re in government incom 
e. HMDA is continuing 
the auction process for a 
total of  44 acres of  land, 
which will be sold in four 
phases. The remaining 
plots include 2 acres in 
Kokapet’s Golden Mile 
and 15 acres in Moosa-
pet, with e-auctions 
scheduled for December 
5.

The Neopolis land auc-
tion has attracted con-
siderable attention from 
real estate developers, 
investors, and commer-
cial builders, reflecting 
the rapid growth of  Hy-
derabad’s real estate 
market. Industry experts 

attribute the high bids to 
Kokapet’s strategic loca-
tion, proximity to key in-
frastructure, and poten-
tial for premium comm 
ercial and residential de 
velopment.

Officials from HMDA 
confirmed that the auc-
tion process has been 
conducted transparently 
through e-bidding, en-
suring fair competition 
among participants. 
“The high prices real-
ized in the auction dem-
onstrate the market’s 
confidence in Hydera 
bad’s growth and devel-
opment prospects,” said 
a senior official.

The revenue generated 
from these land sales is 
expected to contribute 
significantly to urban in-
frastructure, develop-
ment projects, and other 
public initiatives in the 
Hyderabad metropolitan 
region. Authorities have 

emphasized that the pro-
ceeds will be used to st 
rengthen city planning, 
improve civic amenities, 
and support sustainable 
urban growth.

With record-breaking 
bids continuing to make 
headlines, Kokapet has 
emerged as one of  the 
most sought-after land 
investment destinations 
in Hyderabad. Real es-
tate analysts predict that 
the remaining phases of  
the Neopolis auction are 
likely to attract even 
higher bids, given the es-
calating demand and the 
prime location of  the 
plots. The ongoing Neop-
olis auction underscores 
the growing economic 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  H y -
derabad’s peripheral ar-
eas and the city’s rapid 
real estate appreciation, 
positioning Kokapet as a 
central hub for future 
development.

Kokapet Land Auction Fetches  
Record Rs. 131 Crore per Acre

Hyderabad Airport Faces Major 
Disruption After Technical Glitch

Hyderabad, December 3, 
2025 

A technical glitch at Rajiv 
Gandhi International Airport 
(RGIA), Hyderabad, on Wedne 
sday disrupted operations 
across the airport, leading to 
the cancellation of  11 flights 
and stranding hundreds of  
passengers. The issue, which 
reportedly affected check-in 
and aircraft systems, caused 
confusion and long delays, 
leaving travellers scrambling 
for information.

The affected flights included 
four departures from Hy-
derabad and seven incoming 
services scheduled to land at 
the airport. Among the can-
celled departures were flights 
to major cities including Del-
hi, Bengaluru, Madurai, and 
Bhubaneswar. Several in-
bound flights were also can-
celled or delayed, compound-
ing the chaos. Passengers 
expressed frustration over 
last-minute announcements 
and the lack of  timely commu-
nication from airlines.

IndiGo, the airline most af-
fected, confirmed that a “tech-
nical snag, combined with air-
port congestion and opera 
tional constraints” led to the 
flight cancellations. The air-
line assured passengers that 
alternative arrangements, in-

cluding rebooking on later 
flights or full refunds, would 
be provided. Other airlines op-
erating at Hyderabad also ex-
perienced minor delays, th 
ough the impact was less seve 
re. The chaos was particularly 
acute in the departure termi-
nals, where hundreds of  pas-
sengers were seen crowding 
airline counters, attempting to 
get updates about their flights. 
Many travellers missed con-
necting flights, including in-
ternational journeys, or were 
forced to make overnight ar-
rangements at the airport. 
Airport staff  worked through 
the night to manage the situa-
tion and provide relief  to 
stranded passengers.

A Bengaluru-bound IndiGo 
flight, which was scheduled to 
depart late Wednesday night, 
was delayed on the runway for 
nearly two hours before it was 
eventually cancelled. The 
stranded passengers were de-
boarded and assisted with ac-
commodations and reschedul-
ing. The incident caused inc 
onvenience to business and 
leisure travellers alike, high-
lighting the vulnerabilities in 
airport technology systems.

RGIA officials stated that 
while the disruption affected 
flight operations, overall air-
port management remained 

under control. An internal in-
vestigation has been initiated 
to determine the root cause of  
the technical failure. Sources 
suggest that the glitch may 
have originated from a system-
wide software error affecting 
multiple airlines simult aneou 
sly.

This incident is not isolated; 
several Indian airports have 
recently faced operational dis-
ruptions due to technology-
related issues. Airlines includ-
ing IndiGo, Air India, and 
SpiceJet have reported de-
layed departures, check-in 

failures, and cancellations at 
multiple hubs across the coun-
try in the past few weeks. Avia-
tion authorities, including the 
Directorate General of  Civil 
Aviation (DGCA), are monitor-
ing the situation closely and 
have advised airports and air-
lines to implement contingen-
cy protocols to prevent such 
disruptions.

Passengers affected by the 
cancellations are advised to 
verify flight status online be-
fore traveling to the airport. 
Many travellers criticized air-
lines for poor communication 
and called for better passenger 
support during technical fail-
ures. Airport authorities as-
sured that corrective meas-
ures would be taken, including 
upgrading IT infrastructure 
and enhancing backup sys-
tems, to avoid similar inci-
dents in the future.

The Hyderabad airport dis-
ruption has highlighted the 
critical role of  technology in 
modern aviation and the po-
tential consequences when 
systems fail. As the investiga-
tion continues, the airport and 
airlines face pressure to im-
prove reliability and ensure a 
smooth travel experience for 
passengers in the coming 
months.

Minister Sridhar Ba 
bu emphasized that the 
people of  Telangana ha 
d demanded change tw 
o years ago because the 
previous BRS govern-
ment failed to deliver 
on public welfare. He 
recalled that Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, 
along with then TPCC 
chief  Revanth Reddy 
and other senior lead-
ers, had promised to 
bring real transforma-
tion to the state and lay 
a golden path for the 
youth. Today, he said, 
those promises are be-
ing fulfilled.

The minister stated 
that the Congress gov-
ernment is committed 
to ensuring food secu-
rity for the poor by dis-
tributing fine-quality 
rice. He highlighted 
that Satavahana Uni-
versity was established 
during the Congress re-
gime and credited Min-
ister Ponnam Prabha-
kar for bringing the Sat 
avahana University En 
gineering College to 
Husnabad, benefiting 
thousands of  students 
in the region.

Chief  Minister Re-
vanth Reddy has launc 
hed development pro-
grams worth ₹250 crore 
across various sectors, 
he added. Sridhar Babu 

praised former MLA 
Bomma Venkanna for 
his continued efforts in 
fighting for public is-
sues and supporting lo-
cal development.

Discussing the Con-
gress party’s election 
promises, he noted that 
the six guarantees out-
lined in the manifesto 
are being implemented 
to fulfil the aspirations 
of  the people. Under 
the leadership of  CM R 
evanth Reddy and RTC 
Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar, free bus travel fo 
r women has been suc-
cessfully introduced. E 
very rupee spent by wo 
men passengers in RTC 
buses is fully covered 
by the government, ma 
rking a significant step 
towards women’s emp 
owerment.

He criticized the pre-
vious BRS administra-
tion for not issuing eve 
n a single ration card i 
n ten years. “A child w 
ould be born, get mar-
ried, and move to their 
in-laws’ house, yet the 
ration card would still 
not be issued,” he re-
marked. In contrast, th 
e Congress governmen 
t has not only issued 
new ration cards but 
has also added eligible 
families to the li st. Tel-
angana now stan  ds 

out as the only state in 
the country distribut-
ing fine rice to bene 
ficiaries.

Highlighting advanc 
ements in power sup-
ply, he mentioned that 
while the BRS govern-
ment increased elec-
tricity charges and dis-
connected power lines, 
the Congress govern-
ment now provides 200 
units of  free electricity. 
Strengthening the Con-
gress party at the gras 
sroots, he said, would 
motivate the governme 
nt to deliver even more 
effectively.

Sridhar Babu also 
pointed out that Arog-
yasri health coverage 
has been increased fro 
m ₹5 lakh to ₹10 lakh, ex-
tending significant re-
lief  to families. He reit-
erated that the gove 
rnment will continue 
supporting farmers 
through Rythu Bharo-
sa and farm loan waive 
rs. For the youth, he 
highlighted the estab-
lishment of  the Young 
India Skill Develop-
ment University to cre-
ate better job opportu-
nities. An Advanced T 
echnology Centre (AT 
C), aimed at enhancing 
student skill develop-
ment, has also been set 
up—including.

Minister Sridhar Babu Highlights 
Government’s Welfare Achievements

Hyderabad:
IAS officer Ronald 

Ross is currently facing 
a legal challenge in the 
High Court over his cad-
re allocation following 
the bifurcation of  And 
hra Pradesh and the for-
mation of  Telangana. Th 
e issue has brought to lig 
ht the complexities of  of-
ficer postings, inter-cad-
re transfers, and admin-
istrative continuity in 
newly formed states.

Ross, originally allot-
ted to the undivided And 
hra Pradesh cadre, con-
tinued to serve in Telan-
gana even after the state 
was bifurcated. However, 
the Department of  Per-
sonnel and Training (Do 

PT) later issued orders 
requiring officers from 
the Andhra cadre, in-
cluding Ross, to report 
back to Andhra Pradesh 
by a specified deadline. 
This directive was based 
on cadre allocation rules 
that govern IAS postings 
and inter-state transf  
ers.

Unhappy with the or-
der, Ronald Ross chal-
lenged the DoPT direc-
tive at the Central Admi 
nistrative Tribunal (CA 
T), seeking permission 
to continue his service in 
Telangana. The petition 
highlighted concerns 
about administrative dis-
ruption, personal prefer-
ence, and professional 
commitments in the stat 

e. The CAT initially 
granted relief, allowing 
Ross and several other 
officers to continue wo 
rking in Telangana while 
their petitions were un-
der consideration.

The case, however, did 
not end there. The DoPT 
appealed the CAT’s deci-
sion, escalating the mat-
ter to the High Court. T 
he legal proceedings ha 
ve created uncertainty 
for Ross and other officer 
s, raising questions abo 
ut whether they must co 
mply with the central or-
ders and report to their 
original cadre in Andhra 
Pradesh.

Recent reports indi-
cate that the High Court 
has dismissed certain pe-

titions challenging the 
transfer orders, effec-
tively upholding the 
DoPT’s instructions. Au-
thorities have been di-
rected to ensure that of-
ficers from the Andhra 
cadre return to their al-
lotted postings, empha-
sizing the importance of  
following cadre alloca-
tion rules strictly. This 
has been seen as a legal 
setback for officers like 
Ross, who had sought to 
continue in Telangana.

Despite the High Court 
ruling, the CAT’s earlier 
orders still provide tem-
porary relief, allowing 
Ronald Ross to continue 
working in Telangana 
while the legal proceed-
ings are ongoing. This 

dual development has 
created a state of  uncer-
tainty but also reflects 
the procedural safe-
guards in place for offic-
ers contesting cadre allo-
cation orders.

The case has wider im-
plications for bureau-
cratic administration in 
India. It underscores the 
challenges of  cadre man-
agement following state 
reorganization, high-
lighting the balance be-
tween administrative ef-
ficiency and officers’ 
personal and profession-
al choices. For Telanga-
na, retaining experien 
ced officers like Ross cou 
ld aid governance and 
continuity in key depart-
ments. At the same time, 

adherence to rules and 
regulations by the DoPT 
ensures transparency 
and uniformity in officer 
postings nation wide.

Observers note that 
the final resolution of  
this case will set a prec-
edent for how IAS and 
other central services of-
ficers are managed after 
state bifurcations or in-
ter-cadre disputes. It also 
emphasizes the role of  
tribunals and the judici-
ary in balancing govern-
ment directives with of-
ficers’ rights and admin 
istrative realities.

Ronald Ross’s case co 
ntinues to attract atten-
tion from bureaucrats, 
legal experts, and the 
media, as stakeholders 

await the outcome that 
will determine whether 
he can remain in Telan-
gana or must return to 
Andhra Pradesh. The 

resolution is likely to im-
pact cadre posting poli-
cies for officers across 
India in the future.

IAS Officer Ronald Ross Faces High Court 
Challenge Over Cadre Posting
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Malkajgiri:
Malkajgiri – Maulali I 

ndustrial Area: The Bha 
rat Rashtra Samithi (BR 
S) launched a strong pro-
test against the Congr 
ess party’s alleged land 
scams worth Rs. 5 lakh 
crore under the Hyderab 
ad Industrial Land Tra 
nsformation Policy (HI 
LTP), claiming the poli-
cy would cause huge lo 
sses to the people of  Tel-
angana. The protest, led 
by senior BRS leaders, 
focused on raising awa 
reness at the grassroots 
level about the contro-
versial HILTP policy and 
demanding its immedi-
ate cancellation.

At Maulali Industrial 
Area today, the leaders 
organized a meeting 
with industrialists, local 
BRS officials, corporate 
representatives, and res-
idents of  the industrial 
zone. Former Speaker a 
d MLC Madhu Sudana 
Chari, Malkajgiri MLA 
Marri Rajasekhar Reddy, 
along with corporate 
leaders and local BRS ac-
tivists, participated in 
the session to highlight 
the potential misuse of  
industrial lands by the 
Congress government.

BRS leaders alleged 
that the Congress gov-
ernment was attempting 
to transfer industrial la 
nds, valued at around R 
s. 5 lakh crore within the 
Hyderabad city limits, to 
private individuals at ex-
tremely low rates, by-
passing proper proced 
ures. The leaders, acting 
under the directions of  p 
arty chief  K. Chandras 
hekar Rao (KCR), dema 
nded that the govern-

ment withdraw HILTP 
and protect public inter-
ests. BRS Working Presi-
dent K. T. Rama Rao (KT 
R) emphasized creating 
awareness among the 
public about the poten-
tial losses arising from 
the policy.

MLA Marri Rajasek 
har Reddy criticized the 
Congress government, 
saying, “Earlier govern-
ments allocated lands fo 
r industrial developme 
nt provided by farmers 
at very low rates. Now, th 
ese lands are being conve 
rted into ‘multi-use zon 
es’ for real estate busi-
nesses, benefiting a few 
privileged individuals. 
Around 9,300 acres of  la 
nd are being regularized 
at just 30% of  their mar-
ket value, leading to a 
massive Rs. 5 lakh crore 
loss for the public.”

He further highlighted 
that while there is no 
land allocated for build-
ing Indiramma houses 
for the poor, crematori-
ums, community halls, 
tribal and Dalit schools, 
libraries, or UPHC hos-
pitals, the government is 
transferring high-value 
industrial lands to pri-
vate entities. This, ac-
cording to him, reflects 
the government’s disre-
gard for public welfare.

BRS leaders stated, 
“The lands given by the 
people with trust for ind 
ustrial development are 
now being diverted to 
real estate projects, com-
pletely neglecting their 
original purpose. This 
exposes the malicious in 
tentions of  the Congress 
government.”

The meeting saw par-
ticipation from a large 
number of  corporate 
representatives, former 
corporators, BRS lead-
ers, youth, women, activ-
ists, and local residents. 
Key attendees included 
Chintala Shanti Srinivas 
Reddy, Mekala Sunita, 
Ramu Yadav, Jagadish 
Goud, Murugesh, Badd 
m Parasuram Reddy, Ra-
vul Anjayya, JAC Ven-
kanna, Thota Narender 
Reddy, Anil Kishore Go 
ud, J.K. Hanumanth Ra 
o, and many others.

The BRS leaders reit-
erated their demand that 
the HILTP policy be wit 
hdrawn immediately to 
safeguard public assets 
and protect the rights of  
industrial workers, far 
mers, and residents in th 
e industrial zones, warn-
ing that failure to act wo 
uld lead to widespread 
protests and political 
mobilization against the 
Congress government.

Telangana Village Makes Monkey 
Control Key Election Demand

Congress Warns KTR Against  
Criticizing Rahul Gandhi

BRS Launches Protest Against 
Congress Over HILTP Land Deals

Hyderabad: 
TPCC General Secre 

tary Chanagani Daya-
kar has lauded Chief  
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy for his efforts 
in addressing unem-
ployment and creating 
job opportunities for 
youth across Telanga-
na. Speaking on the 
recent developments, 
Dayakar emphasized 
that the state govern-
ment is taking signifi-
cant steps to ensure 
justice for unemplo 
yed individuals and to 
promote inclusive gro 
wth.

Dayakar highlight-
ed that under Revanth 
Reddy’s leadership, 
the government is ac-
tively working toward 
providing employme 
nt opportunities inspi 
red by the vision of  Sr 
ikantachari, regarded 
as Telangana’s first 
martyr for state devel-
opment. He stated that 
the Chief  Minister ha 
s been making consist-
ent efforts to fill thou-
sands of  vacancies in 
both public and priva   
te sectors, ensuring th 
at young people have a 
ccess to sustainable 
and meaningful emplo 
yment.

In particular, the an-
nouncement regard-
ing the creation of  40,  
000 jobs in Huzurabad 
has been widely wel-
comed, with Dayakar 
expressing happiness 
over the government’s 
commitment to ad-
dressing youth unem-
ployment. He noted th 
at Telangana is stead-

ily moving toward er 
adicating unemploy-
ment through careful-
ly planned initiatives 
and forward-thinking 
policies.

Dayakar further sta 
ted that the governme 
nt is not only focusing 
on traditional employ-
ment avenues but is 
also facilitating oppor-
tunities in emerging s 
ectors, including indu 
strial and technologi-
cal fields. He empha-
sized that such steps 
will allow Telangana’s 
youth to thrive locally, 
reducing the need to 
migrate abroad for 
high-quality emplo 
yment.

The TPCC leader al 
so praised the govern-
ment’s efforts in estab-
lishing world-class in-
dustrial infrastr uctu 
re, particularly in init 
iatives like the Bharat 
Future City project, 
which is expected to 
serve as a hub for in-
dustrial innovation an 
d employment genera-
tion. According to Da 
yakar, these projects 
will help Telangana be 
come a center for glob-
al industrial growth 
while providing youth 
with access to ad-
vanced skills and com-
petitive opportuni 
ties.

Hyderabad:
Telangana Congress 

Working President Jag 
ga Reddy has stated tha 
t while BRS Working P 
resident K. T. Rama Ra 
o (KTR) is free to enga 
ge in politics within Te 
langana, the Congress 
leadership, including 
Chief  Minister Revan 
th Reddy and TPCC Pre 
sident Mahesh Kumar 
Goud, is fully prepared 
to face him politically. 
However, he issued a 
stern warning that any 
criticism of  national le 
ader Rahul Gandhi wi l 
not be tolerated.

Speaking to the me-
dia at Gandhibhavan, 
Jagga Reddy recalled 
the Telangana movem 
ent, highlighting that 
the KCR family benefit-
ed politically from the 
statehood struggle. He 
emphasized that KTR 
has no moral or ethical 
right to question or crit 
icize Rahul Gandhi, a 
leader whose family 
has made historic sac-
rifices for the nation. 
Jagga Reddy accused 
KTR and the BRS lead-
ership of  engaging in 
politics devoid of  valu 
es, calling such actions 
unacceptable.

“Politics without pr 
inciples is never good. 
If  KTR has moral val-

ues, he should refrain 
from making arbitrary 
comments about Rahul 
Gandhi,” Jagga Reddy 
said. He underscored 
that while Congress is 
a national party with a 
legacy of  public servi  
ce and sacrifices, BRS 
is primarily a regional 
party. Th is distinction, 
he note d, comes with 
certain responsibili-
ties and et hical limits 
in political discourse.

Jagga Reddy clari-
fied that Telangana Co 
ngress respects KTR’s 
right to participate in 
regional politics and 
contest on political is-
sues, but any attack on 
Rahul Gandhi is a line 
that cannot be crossed. 
He said the party is pre 
pared to respond stro 
ngly should such inci-
dents occur, emphasiz-
ing that ethical condu 
ct in politics is para 
mount.

The Congress lead-
er’s remarks come am 
id growing political ac-
tivity in Telangana, wh 
ere the state governme 
nt, led by Revanth Red-
dy, has been actively 
implementing develop-
ment and employment 
initiatives. Jagga Red-
dy’s warning also refl 
ects the party’s resolve 
to defend its senior lea 

ders and maintain po-
litical decor um.

He further stated tha 
t Congress respects the 
political ambitions of  
all parties in Telanga-
na, but it expects ad-
herence to ethical 
norms when discuss-
ing national leaders. 
Jagga Reddy’s state-
ment serves both as a 
reminder of  Congress 
’s organizational disci-
pline and as a caution 
to regional players who 
may attempt to politi-
cize or undermine na-
tional figures for local 
gains.

In conclusion, Jagga 
Reddy made it clear 
that the Congress par-
ty is ready to engage in 
robust political compe-
tition with KTR and 
BRS in Telangana, but 
the sanctity of  its na-
tional leadership, par-
ticularly Rahul Gan-
dhi, must be respected. 
He reiterated that the 
party’s focus remains 
on principled politics, 
governance, and the w 
elfare of  the people of  
Telangana, drawing a 
clear line between le-
gitimate regional po-
litical discourse and 
unwarranted personal 
attacks on national 
leaders.

Kishan Reddy Criticizes Telangana GO 27, Flags Industrial and Farmer Concerns
Delhi: Union Minister 

Kishan Reddy has stro 
ngly criticized the Telan-
gana government over 
Government Order (GO) 
27, calling it a policy that 
favors industrialists and 
real estate developers at 
the expense of  farmers 
and industrial workers. 
Speaking at a press inter-
action, he highlighted 
that since the formation 
of  Telangana, the state 
has shifted from having 
surplus funds to accu-
mulating debts. He al-
leged that the current Co 
ngress administration, 
in power for the past two 
years, is following a simi-
lar path, risking public 
resources and welfare 
schemes.

Kishan Reddy pointed 
out that the government 

is now compelled to sell 
public lands to meet fi-
nancial obligations, such 
as retirement benefits 
for state employees. He 
recalled instances when 
attempts to sell Central 
University lands were 
blocked by the Supreme 
Court, emphasizing that 
such decisions should be 
taken cautiously and wi 
thin legal limits. Accord-
ing to him, GO 27 reflects 
a short-term approach 
rather than a long-term 
developmental vision.

The minister accused 
Chief  Minister Revanth 
Reddy of  enabling large-
scale land deals in Hyde 
rabad, which could ben-
efit industrialists and r 
eal estate players, rather 
than addressing the nee 
ds of  ordinary citizens. 

He explained that GO 27 
se eks to reclassify ap-
proximately 9,000 acres 
of  industrial land into 
commercial zones, a 
move that could displace 
industrial units and af-
fect millions of  workers 
employed in these sec-
tors. Kishan Reddy stres 
sed that the government 
failed to consult indus-
trialists, labor represent-
atives, or experts before 
issuing the GO, raising 
concerns about the tr 
ansparency and account-
ability of  the process.

Kishan Reddy also 
criticized the state gov-
ernment for neglecting 
farmers affected by the 
Outer Ring Road (ORR) 
expansion. While the pol 
icy appears to favor com-
mercial development, 

the concerns of  farmers 
seeking proper compen-
sation and land reloca-
tion have reportedly 
been ignored. He te rmed 
GO 27 “an anti-farmer, 
pro-industrialist policy,” 

questioning whe ther 
such measures are fair 
and equitable for the peo-
ple of  Telangana.

The Union Minister 
warned that implement-
ing the GO without prop-

er planning could exac-
erbate urban challenges 
in Hyderabad. Drawing 
parallels with Bengalu-
ru, where companies re-
located due to traffic con-
gestion and inadequate 

infrastructure, he ques-
tioned whether the Tel-
angana government had 
conducted thorough stu 
dies on traffic manageme 
nt, drainage systems, 
and urban planning be-
fore approving the recla 
ssification. He highlight-
ed that Hyderabad’s dra 
inage systems are alrea 
dy under stress, and un-
checked commercial de-
velopment could worsen 
flooding and congestion 
issues.

He called for an imme-
diate review of  GO 27 an 
d urged the Telangana go 
vernment to engage in co 
nsultations with experts, 
industry associations, 
and civil society groups 
before moving forward. 
Kishan Reddy empha-
sized that policies should 

strike a balance between 
industrial growth, farm-
er rights, labor welfare, 
and urban sustaina bili 
ty.

In conclusion, he ap-
pealed to the state gov-
ernment to reconsider zo 
ning plans, traffic man-
agement, and drainage 
infrastructure, warn ing 
that policies prioritizing 
short-term commercial 
gains over public welfare 
could have long-lasting 
negative consequences. 
GO 27, he insisted, shou 
ld be revised to ensure th 
at the interests of  farm-
ers, industrial workers, 
and the general public 
are not compromised wh 
ile promoting sustainab 
le development and re-
sponsible urban planni 
g.

Hyderabad, Decem-
ber 3, 2025

 — A fresh controver-
sy has erupted in Telan-
gana after it emerged 
that the son of  a senior 
state minister is alleg-
edly involved in a land-
grabbing case in Vatti-
nagulapally, Gandipet 
mandal. The incident 
has once again brought 
the state government 
under scrutiny, raising 
concerns over corrup-
tion and the misuse of  
political influence.

According to reports, 
the disputed land spans 
approximately three 
acres and is privately 
owned. Despite a court-
issued stay order pre-
venting any transac-
tions or changes in po 
ssession, the minister’s 
son reportedly attempt-
ed to occupy the prop-
erty illegally. Eyewitne 
sses claim that he, alo 
ng with several aides, 

damaged structures on 
the site and intimidat-
ed the landowner, de-
manding surr ender of  
the property. The con-
frontation reportedly 
escalated tensions, dra 
wing local residents’ 
attention.

The landowner ini-
tially approached sen-
ior police officials for 
intervention. However, 
he alleges that he was 
redirected between dif-
ferent authorities with-
out any timely action 
being taken, raising 
suspicions of  political 
interference. Eventual-
ly, police teams reached 
the scene and detained 
the minister’s son and 
his associates. Authori-
ties at the Gachibowli 
police station confirm 
ed that investigation 
proceedings were un-
derway, with initial alle 
gations including tres-
pass, intimidation, and 

potential assault.
The case has sparked 

significant public and 
political backlash. Op-
position parties have 
criticized the ruling 
Congress government, 
claiming that the inci-
dent reflects a culture 
of  impunity for politi-
cally connected indi-
viduals. Activists argue 
that the government’s 
inaction and attempts 
to downplay the severi-
ty of  the matter under-
mine the rule of  law.

Adding to the contro-
versy are reports that 
internal police officials 

faced pressure from 
senior political leaders. 
Allegedly, when offic-
ers sought to file a stri 
ngent case against the 
minister’s son, they we 
re directed to limit the 
charges and file cr oss-
cases against the la 
ndowner instead. Such 
interventions have pro 
mpted criticism from 
civ o view them as at-
tempts to shield the in-
fluential from legal 
accountability.

Observers note that 
the timing of  this land-
grabbing episode is 
particularly damaging 

to the government. Tel-
angana is already fac-
ing scrutiny over its 
Hyderabad Industrial 
Land Transformation 
Policy (HILTP) and oth-
er urban development 
initiatives. Critics say 
incidents like this 
erode public trust and 
raise doubts about the 
government’s commit-
ment to transparency 
and fair governance.

Opposition leaders 
have demanded a com-
prehensive, independ-
ent inquiry into the 
matter, insisting that 
justice be served with-
out political interfer-
ence. They argue that 
the case exposes sys-
temic problems in the 
state, including misuse 
of  power, weak enforce-
ment of  judicial orders, 
and compromised po-
licing when influential 
individuals are involv 
ed. 

TPCC Praises Revanth 
Reddy for Unemployment 

Initiatives

Minister’s Son Booked in Gandipet 
Land Grab Case, Sparks Controversy

WARANGAL, Decem 
ber 3, 2025

 — As panchayat elec 
tions approach in Tel-
angana, residents of  
Regonda village in Bh 
upalpally district have 
taken an unusual step 
to draw attention to the 
ir concerns. A newly 
displayed poster in the 
village has gone viral 
on social media, de-
manding that candida 
tes “chase away the mo 
nkeys” before asking 
for votes. The poster re-
flects the growing frus-
tration of  villagers ov 
er repeated monkey in-
vasions that have dis-
rupted daily life and 
destroyed crops.

According to local 
sources, Regonda vil-
lage has been facing 
persistent issues with 
monkeys damaging 
homes, raiding fields, 
and stealing household 
goods. Villagers claim 
that previous appeals 
to local authorities w 
ent largely unheeded, 
leading to increasing 
crop losses and hard-
ship for farmers. The 
viral poster reads: “Do 
not seek our votes un-
less you drive the mon-
keys out. Show your 
sincerity, not empty 
promises.” It empha-
sizes that the commu-
nity will not tolerate 
candidates who fail to 

address this critical lo-
cal problem.

The poster has spark 
ed conversations acro 
ss the state about the 
changing priorities of  
voters. Residents say th 
ey are no longer inter-
ested in the traditional 
election promises re-
lated to roads, schools, 
or other infrastructure 
projects. Their immedi 
ate concern is the prote 
ction of  property, live-
lihoods, and personal 
safety from the grow-
ing monkey populatio 
n. Crops like cotton, pa 
ddy, and chilies have 
suffered repeated dam-
age, causing severe fi-
nancial losses for farm-
ers. Some households h 
ave reported broken w 
indows and damaged k 
itchen items due to the 
animals’ inva sions.

Local youth associa-
tions have supported 
the poster and are urg-
ing candidates to com-
mit publicly to solving 
the monkey problem. 
They warn that failing 
to do so may result in t 
he withholding of  vot  
es. The call for action 
has resonated with oth-
er villages in the re-
gion. For example, ne 
arby villages in Waran-
gal and Vardhannapet 
mandal have also cited 
monkey control as a 
central electoral issue. 

Analysts suggest that 
the shift indicates a gr 
owing trend where vot-
ers prioritize civic safe 
ty and livelihood pro-
tection over traditional 
political promises.

Political observers 
note that the demand is 
emblematic of  grass-
roots democracy in ac-
tion. The villagers’ insi 
stence on tangible acti 
on highlights the need 
for candidates to ad-
dress real issues affect-
ing everyday life. Civic 
groups have urged au-
thorities to implement 
measures such as steri-
lization drives, reloca-
tion of  monkeys to for-
ested areas, and proper 
animal management 
programs to mitigate 
the problem.

The panchayat elec-
tions in Telangana are 
scheduled for Decem-
ber 11, 14, and 17. With 
the election date near-
ing, candidates in Re-
gonda may need to re-
vise their election ma  
nifestos to include so-
lutions for the monkey 
menace if  they hope to 
secure votes. The viral 
poster has not only dr 
awn attention to a long-
standing local issue 
but also served as a 
wake-up call for politi-
cal leaders to prioritize 
citizens’ immediate 
concerns.



Hyderabad:
The Telangana State 

Women’s Commission 
has initiated a suo motu 
investigation into the 
tragic suicide of  Varshi-
tha, also known as Var-
sha, a first-year interme-
diate student of  Sri Cha 
tanya Junior College in 
Bachupally. The incident 
has raised serious con-
cerns about student wel-
fare, prompting the Com-
mission to step in and de 
mand accountability fro 
m the institution’s man-
ag ement.

In its official press re-
lease, the Commission 
stated that it has been re-
ceiving numerous com-
plaints over time regard-
ing issues such as exces 
sive academic pressure, 
lack of  emotional sup-
port, inadequate monito 
ring systems, and insuf-
ficient safety mea sures 
in several junior colleges 
across the state. The 
Commission observed 
that despite earlier in-
spections conducted by 
its Chairperson and spe-
cific instructions issued 

to improve conditions, 
there has been no sub-
stantial progress. Th e 
situation at Sri Chaitan-
ya College, in particular, 
has remained unsatisfac-
tory, which the rec ent 
incident has brou ght to 
light once again.

Taking a serious view 
of  the matter, the Com-
mission has issued a no-
tice to the Chairperson 
of  Sri Chaitanya Educa-
tional Institutions, di-
recting them to appear 
personally on December 
10. The institution has 
been asked to present a 
detailed report explain-
ing the circumstances 
leading up to the stude 
nt’s death, the steps tak-
en by the college in respo 
nse, the reasons behind 
continued lapses even af-
ter prior inspections, an 
d the current st atus of  
implementation of  the 
Commission’s earlier rec 
ommendations. The Co 
mmission has also so 
ught clarity on the meas-
ures presently in place to 
safeguard students’ men-
tal well-being and physi-

cal security.
The Women’s Commis-

sion emphasized that 
educational institutions 
have a profound respon-
sibility toward the safety 
and emotional health of  
their students, particu-
larly minors who may be 
vulnerable to psycholog-
ical stress. It stressed 
that any failure in super-
vision or failure to cre-
ate a supportive learning 
environment could lead 
to severe consequences, 
as demonstrated by the 
present case.

Over the past several 
months, parents, studen 
ts, and various civil soci-
ety groups have repeat-
edly raised concerns abo 
ut the pressure-filled en-
vironment prevalent in 
certain corporate educa-
tional institutions. The 
Commission noted that 
these issues cannot be ig-
nored any longer and th 
at it intends to closely 
monitor the functioning 
of  such colleges to ensu 
re compliance with safe-
ty norms and welfare 
standards. In its state-

ment, the Secretary of  
the Women’ s Commis-
sion expressed deep con-
dolences to the family of  
the deceased student and 
assured that the Com-
mission would pursue 
the matter thoroughly 
and impartially. The 
Commission reiterated 
its commitment to ensur-
ing that all responsible 
parties are held account-
able and that stro nger 
regulatory mechanisms 
are put in place if  neces-

sary. The incident has 
once again sparked dis-
cussions across Telanga-
na about the intense aca-
demic environment in 
some junior colleges and 
the urgent need for re-
forms to protect students 
from mental distress. The 
Women’s Commission’s 
swift action is expected to 
intensify scrutiny on ed-
ucational institutions 
and push for stronger 
safeguards for student 
welfare in the state.
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HYDERABAD

Hyderabad 
The Telangana gov-

ernment has officially 
completed the process 
of  expanding the juris-
diction of  the Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC), 
issuing a notification th 
at brings the new bound 
aries into immediate ef-
fect. As per the orders 
released, a total of  27 m 
unicipalities and corpo-
rations have now been 
merged with the GH 
MC, marking a signifi-
cant administrative re-
structuring aimed at st 
reamlining governanc 
e, improving civic ser-
vices, and ensuring uni-
form urban developm 
ent across the extended 
metropolitan region.

According to the noti-
fication, the merger has 

been effective from yes-
terday, formally inte-
grating the surround-
ing municipalities into 
the GHMC limits. This 
expansion is expected 
to enhance coordina-
tion in infrastructure 
planning, road develop-
ment, water supply, san-
itation, environmental 
management, and over-
all civic administra-
tion. Officials noted 
that the move is part of  
the government’s long-
term vision to strength-
en the urban govern-
ance framework and 
meet the demands of  
Hyderabad’s rapidly 
growing population.

As part of  the imple-
mentation process, the 
government has issued 
directives to immedi-
ately take over the re-

cords and assets of  the 
newly merged munici-
palities and corpora-
tions. Deputy Commis-
sioners and Zonal Co 
mmissioners of  GHMC 
have been entrusted 
with the responsibility 
of  completing the take-
over process in a smo 
oth and systematic ma 
nner. They have been 
instructed to coordi-
nate with the respective 
local bodies, verify mu-
nicipal records, and en-
sure that all adminis-
trative data, financial 
documents, property 
details, and ongoing 
project files are proper-
ly transferred to GHMC 
custody.

Officials emphasized 
that the merger will 
help eliminate adminis-
trative duplication and 

ensure better use of  
public funds. The inte-
gration is expected to 
bring consistency in tax 
structures, building 
permissions, welfare 
schemes, and service 
delivery across the ex-
panded region. Resi-
dents of  the merged ar-
eas will now come und 
er GHMC’s jurisdiction 
for property tax, trade 
licenses, infrastructure 
permissions, and other 
civic servi ces.

The government stat-
ed that this expansion 
is a necessary step to 
manage the increasing 
urban sprawl around 
Hyderabad. With rapid 
growth in residential, 
commercial, and indus-
trial activity in the 
city’s outskirts, ensur-
ing uniform govern-

ance has become essen-
tial. Urban development 
experts believe the ex-
pansion could support 
better metropolitan 
planning, particularly 
in transportation net-
works, stormwater ma 
nagement, and waste 
disposal systems.

With the notification 
now in effect, GHMC of-
ficials are preparing to 
complete the transition 
at the earliest, while 
residents of  the merged 
municipalities will 
soon start receiving ser-
vices directly under the 
expanded GHMC ad-
ministration. The gov-
ernment is expected to 
release further opera-
tional guidelines in the 
coming days as the inte-
gration progresses.

Hyderabad:
The Greater Hydera 

bad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) has in-
tensified its citywide 
road safety drive to en-
sure smooth and safe 
travel for citizens by re-
ducing traffic conges-
tion and improving roa 
d conditions. As part of  
this ongoing initiative, 
large-scale repair and 
maintenance works are 
being carried out acr 
oss all major zones in 
the city.

According to offici 
als, the drive includes 
filling potholes, repair-
ing catch pits, patchwo 
rk on damaged stretch-
es, cover replacements, 
and restoration of  cent 
ral medians. GHMC Co 
mmissioner R.V. Kar-
nan has directed teams 
to complete the works 
on priority, while Main-
tenance Chief  Engi-
neer Sahadev Ratnakar 
is personally monitor-
ing field-level opera-

tions to ensure timely 
progress.

By December 3, au-
thorities identified a to-
tal of  23,058 potholes 
across Hyderabad. Out 
of  these, 21,786 potholes 
have already been re-
paired, marking signifi-
cant progress under the 
safety initiative. Addi-
tionally, GHMC teams 
have completed 1,032 ca 
tch pit repairs, 495 cov-
er replacements, and 13 
central median restora-
tions, further improv-
ing road safety and dra 
inage efficiency in mul-
tiple areas.

Zone-wise, the high-
est number of  pothole 
re pairs was recorded 
in the Secunderabad Zo 
ne, where 5,239 potholes 
were filled. This was fo 
llowed by L.B. Nagar 
Zone with 3,888, Khaira-
tabad with 3,785, Kukat-
pally with 3,258, Char 
minar with 2,885, and 
Serilingampally with 
2 ,731  re pairs  com 

pleted.
Officials noted that 

this intensive road safe-
ty drive is part of  GH-
MC’s effort to make Hy-
derabad’s road network 
more reliable, particu-
larly during peak traf-
fic hours and the win-
ter season, when poth 
ole damage tends to wo 
rsen. The corporation 
aims to complete repair 
s on all pending pot-
holes at the earliest and 
maintain continuous 
monitoring to prevent 
recurring issues.

With a majority of  
potholes already ad-
dressed, GHMC expects 
smoother commuter 
movement across ma-
jor corridors in the 
coming days. The civic 
body has urged citizens 
to report unattended 
potholes or damaged in-
frastructure through 
official helplines and 
mobile applications to 
expedite action.

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad East Zone 

DCP Balaswamy reve 
aled key details in the 
murder case of  busine 
ssman Magu Singh, wh 
ose body was found on 
December 1 near Erra-
gunta Cheruvu under 
OU PS limits. The case 
began when the police 
control room received a 
“100 call” reporting an 
unidentified body. Po-
lice teams immediately 
reached the spot and 
recovered a mobile pho 
ne from the scene.

After contacting the 
number stored in the 
phone, officials reached 
the victim’s son, who 
identified the deceased 
as Magu Singh, a resi-
dent of  Dhoolpet and a 
local businessman.

According to the 
DCP, three accused — 
A1 Sheikh Ghouse, A2 
Syed Shoaib, and A3 Il-
yas — have been arrest-
ed for the murder. The 
investigation revealed 
that the accused be-

lieved the victim had 
performed black magic 
on them, which they 
thought caused losses 
in their business and 
led to their children 
falling sick. Driven by 
anger and suspicion, 
they plotted to kill him.

On December 1, the 
accused called Magu S 
ingh to Chilkalguda un-
der the pretext of  discu 
ssing an issue. During 
this meeting, Sheikh G 
house attacked the vic-
tim with an iron rod, re 
sulting in his death. Th 
e group then transport-
ed the body in a Jailo 
car and dumped it near 
Erragunta Cheruvu be-
fore fleeing the area.

Police seized critical 
evidence from the ac-
cused, including:

The iron rod used in 
the murder

The Xylo car
Two bikes
Three mobile phones
DCP Balaswamy also 

confirmed that A1 She 
ikh Ghouse has a crimi-

nal history with previ-
ous cases registered at 
Banjara Hills and Mail 
ardevpally police sta-
tions. Both A1 and A2 
reportedly run a fish 
business at the Ramna-
gar fish market. Their 
association with Magu 
Singh dates back to 
their acquaintance in 
Mangalhat.

The investigation re-
vealed that the accused 
had earlier given mon-
ey to the victim seeking 
profits through black 
magic. When they be-
lieved they suffered 
losses instead, they de-
veloped deep resent-
ment, which led them 
to commit the murder.

All three accused 
have now been arrested 
and remanded to judi-
cial custody.

The DCP stated that 
the police acted swiftly, 
gathered solid evi-
dence, and ensured that 
those responsible for 
the crime were brought 
to justice.

Women’s Commission Acts in 
Bachupally Student Suicide Case

GHMC Expansion Comes Into Force

Hyderabad Speeds Up 
Citywide Road Safety Drive

Three Arrested for 
Murder of Businessman 
Magu Singh in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: 
In a shocking incident, 

the bodies of  two young 
men were discovered in-
side an auto-rickshaw at 
Chandrayangutta’s Paa-
tabasti area, causing 
panic among local resi-
dents. The vehicle was 
parked near the Roman 
Hotel, within the juris-
diction of  Chandrayan-
gutta Police Station. Lo-
cals immediately alerted 
the authorities after no-
ticing the bodies.

Police teams reached 
the scene and identified 
the deceased as Jahangir 
and Irfan. Authorities 
confirmed that a third 
person, believed to be 
connected to the incide 
nt, is currently at lar ge. 

Investigators are active-
ly tracking the whe rea-
bouts of  the fugitive.

At the scene, police re-
covered three syringes, 
prompting preliminary 
suspicions of  drug over-
dose as a possible cause 
of  death. While authori-
ties have not yet con-
firmed the exact reason, 
the presence of  drug par-
aphernalia has raised 
concerns about illicit su 
bstance use in the area. 
The bodies were trans-
ported to Osmania Mort 
uary for post-mortem ex-
amination. Police officia 
ls are conducting a thor-
ough investigation to de-
termine the exact cir-
cumstances leading to 
the deaths. Investigators 

are examining the auto, 
the recovered syringes, 
and other evidence col-
lected from the site.

Additionally, authori-
ties have secured and are 
reviewing CCTV footage 
from nearby areas to 
identify any suspicious 
movements or individu-
als connected to the inci-
dent. Chandrayangutta 
police have also incre 
ased surveillance in the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood to prevent further 
untoward incide nts.

Preliminary inquiries 
indicate that the youths 
may have consumed 
drugs in high quantities, 
leading to their deaths, 
although forensic re-
ports are awaited to con-

firm the exact cause. Po-
lice are also interviewing 
witnesses and residents 
in the vicinity to gather 
information about the 
events leading up to the 
tragedy.

The Chandrayangutta 
Police Commissioner has 
urged the public to re-
main vigilant and report 
any suspicious activities 
or drug-related offenses. 
Law enforcement offi-
cials have reiterated that 
they are committed to 
tracking down the fugi-
tive and ensuring that 
justice is delivered.

This incident has dra 
wn attention to the grow-
ing issue of  substance 
abuse among youth in 
Hyderabad, with officials 

emphasizing the need for 
preventive measures and 
stricter monitoring in ar-
eas prone to such inci-
dents. The police have 
stated that the investiga-
tion is ongoing and fur-
ther details will be shared 
once post-mortem and fo-
rensic findings are availa 
ble. Authorities are also 
exploring whether this 
case is linked to larger 
drug distribution net-
works in the area, and ad-
ditional actions may be 
taken based on the evi-
dence collected. Me an-
while, local residents 
have expressed concern 
over safety and urged the 
government to take pro-
active measures to curb 
drug-related incidents.

Two Youths Found Dead in Auto at Chandrayangutta
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Khammam, Decem-
ber 3, 2025 — In a tragic 
accident that has sent 
shockwaves through the 
local community, three 
people, including a mi-
nor, lost their lives and 
two others sustained se-
rious injuries when a 
car rammed into a cen-
tral divider near Kishta-
ram in Sathupalli man-
dal of  Khammam distr 
ict. The incident occur 
red early Wednesday mo 
rning when the vehicle, 
a Tata Altroz (registrati 
on TG 04 A 4744), was tra 
veling from Chandrag-
onda towards Sathupal-
li. Eyewitnesses report-
ed that the car appeared 
to be moving at high 
speed before it lost con-
trol and struck the di-
vider violently. The im-
pact caused severe da 
age to the vehicle, leav-
ing the occupants trap 
ped and critically inju 
red. The deceased were 
identified as Sajid (25 

years), Siddesi Jay (18 
years), and Markatla 
Shashi (11 years). The 
two injured, Talari Ajay 
and Imran, were imme-

diately taken to Sathu-
palli Government Hos-
pital, where they are cu 
rrently receiving medi-
cal care. Local authori-

ties confirmed that all 
precautionary measures 
were taken to stabilize 
the injured while the 
rescue operations were 

underway.
Sathupalli Police, led 

by Inspector Srihari, 
promptly responded to 
the scene. The police re-

covered the bodies and 
initiated an investiga-
tion into the circumsta 
nces surrounding the cr 
ash. Preliminary find-
ings suggest that over-
speeding and poor visi-
bility may have contr 
ibuted to the accident, 
but further investiga-
tion is underway to de-
termine the exact cause. 
CCTV footage from the 
surrounding area is be-
ing reviewed, and wit-
nesses are being ques-
tioned to gather more 
details.

The incident has rais 
ed serious concerns amo 
ng residents about road 
safety in the region. Lo-
cals have highlighted th 
at the stretch between 
Sathupalli and Chandra 
gonda is prone to accide 
nts, particularly during 
early morning hours wh 
en fog and low visibility 
conditions are common. 
Calls for improved street 
lighting, better signage, 

and stricter speed regu-
lation have intensified 
following this tragedy.

This accident is not is 
olated in Khammam dis-
trict. Earlier this year, a 
vehicle carrying labor-
ers overturned on the 
Kodad–Khammam high-
way, claiming two lives 
and injuring several oth-
ers. Such repeated inci-
dents have prompted au-
thorities and residents 
alike to push for stricter 
enforcement of  road 
safety measures, manda-
tory vehicle maintena 
nce checks, and aware-
ness campaigns target-
ing drivers.

The district police ha 
ve registered a case and 
are actively investigat-
ing whether negligence, 
road conditions, or oth-
er factors contributed to 
the crash. Kalluru ACP 
Vasundhara Yadav has 
advised motorists to ex-
ercise caution, especial-
ly during early hours an  

d in adverse weather con 
ditions, and urged the 
public to report unsafe 
road conditions promp 
tly.

Officials emphasized 
the importance of  ad-
herence to traffic rules, 
speed limits, and defen-
sive driving practices to 
prevent such tragedies 
in the future. Commu-
nity members have ex-
pressed grief  and dem 
anded that the govern-
ment take immediate ac-
tion to enhance safety 
on dangerous stretches 
of  the road to avoid fur-
ther loss of  life.

As investigations con-
tinue, this devastating 
incident serves as a sta 
rk reminder of  the ur-
gent need for improved 
road infrastructure, st  
ricter monitoring, and 
heightened public aw 
areness to protect lives 
in Khammam and acro 
ss Telangana.

Three Killed, Two Injured in Khammam Road Accident

Warangal December 
2, 2025 

A serious chemical 
attack on a nursing 
student has triggered 
alarm today in the Wa-
rangal region, with po-
lice launching an ur-
gent investigation. The 
victim, an 18year-old 
B.Sc. Nursing student 
from Jafargadh (Jan-
gaon district), suffered 
chemical burns on her 
leg and waist after uni-
dentified assailants re-
portedly hurled a cor-
rosive substance at her 
while she was riding 
home on a twowheeler. 

The incident occur 
red around 8:30 p.m. on 
Monday near Kad-
ipikonda village under 
Madikonda police lim-
its, in the Hanamkon-
da area. Police said the 
attackers were travel-
ling on a twowheeler, 
threw a bottle contain-
ing the chemical at the 
student, and sped away. 
Locals, alerted by her 
screams, rushed her to 
nearby medical help, 
and police were infor 
med. 

She has been admit-
ted to MGM Hospital, 
Warangal. Doctors hav 
e described her inju-
ries as superficial; she 
is currently under ob-
servation and receiv-
ing treatment. Accord-

ing to hospital auth 
orities, there are no cr 
itical internal injuries, 
but she must remain 
under medical supervi-
sion until the effects of  
the chemical are fully 
assessed.

In response to the at-
tack, police from Kazi-
pet (Madikonda) have 
registered a case under 
relevant sections and 
launched a detailed in-
vestigation. They are 
collecting CCTV footag 
e from the area, ques-
tioning nearby resi-
dents and commuters, 
and attempting to trace 
the attackers. Inspec-
tor P. Kishan and his te 
am are leading the pro 
be. According to initial 
reports, the victim did 
not notice anyone fol-
lowing her before the 
incident — raising qu 
estions about whether 
the chemical was thro 
wn deliberately by at-
tackers or accidentally 
spilled. The bottle used 
in the incident was re-
covered from the scene.

Local residents and 
students have expres 
sed shock and concern 

over the incident, with 
many demanding incr 
eased security on road 
s — especially late at ni 
ght — and better street 
lighting. Student grou 
ps and civilsociety 
members called for a 
thorough inquiry and 
asked authorities to en 
sure the safety of  wom-
en travelling alone.

This attack comes a 
mid growing unease in 
Warangal over safety 
of  young women and ri 
sing reports of  target-
ed assaults. The case 
has ignited calls for 
prompt police action, 
strict enforcement and 
public vigilance.

Authorities have ur 
ged anyone with infor-
mation — be it CCTV 
footage, witness details 
or suspicious sightings 
near Kadipikonda — to 
immediately get in tou 
ch with the police and 
help them track down 
the culprits. The invest 
igation is ongoing, and 
the police have said the 
y will update the pub-
lic once more details 
emerge.

Nursing Student Injured in 
Chemical Attack Near Warangal

Karimnagar:
Thieves struck again 

in Karimnagar — this 
time targeting two flats 
in a residential apartme 
nt, making away with gol 
d, silver, and cash, police 
said on Friday. The inci-
dent has raised concerns 
over rising burglary cas-
es in the city.

According to police, 
the burglary happened 
late at night when occu-
pants of  both flats had go 
ne out. Early next morn-
ing, when families re-
turned, they found that 
their flats had been bro-
ken into and valuables 
stolen. The two flats belo 
nged to separate families 
in the same apartment 
complex.

The stolen items re-
portedly include a signif-

icant amount of  gold or-
naments, silver articles, 
and cash — valuables the 
victims had stored at 
home. The families im-
mediately informed the 
local police, prompting a 
prompt response. On re-
ceiving the complaint, 
the Karimnagar Police 
formed special teams to 
investigate, examine the 
crime scene, and trace 
the culprits.

While the exact value 
of  the stolen items is still 
being calculated, prelim-
inary estimates suggest 
that the loss runs into 
several lakhs of  rupees. 
Authorities suspect that 
the thieves carefully pla  
ned the burglary, possi-
bly scouting the building 
earlier and waiting for 
an opportune moment 

when residents were not 
at home.

In a similar recent ca 
se, the local police arrest-
ed two men in connectio 
n with a separate burgla-
ry and recovered 25 tolas 
of  gold and some silver 
items along with cash, 

motorcycles, and mobile 
phones. Telangana To-
day+1 The thefts in Kar 
imnagar have drawn p 
ublic attention to the gro 
wing threat from organ-
ized burglary gangs oper 
ating across the region.

The current case has 

reopened calls for better 
security measures in 
apartment complexes 
and residential buildings 
across the city. Local res-
idents demand stricter 
vigil, better lighting, and 
proper checks at entry 
points. Many have urged 

police to increase patrols 
at night and encourage 
residents to install CCTV 
cameras for added secu 
rity. Karimnagar Police 
officials told media that 
th ey are reviewing CC 
TV footage from around 
the apartment to identify 
the suspects, trace their 
movements, and deter-
mine whether the same 
gang may have conduct-
ed other recent burglar 
ies in the city. They also 
appealed to the public to 
report any suspicious ac-
tivity immediately and a 
void storing large amou 
nts of  jewelry or cash at 
home whenever possib 
le. Police added that sim-
ilar thefts carried out in 
the recent past often in-
volved gangs which oper-
ate across districts: in 

August this year, an in-
terdistrict burglar was 
caught after police recov-
ered 18 tolas of  gold and 
164 tolas of  silver from hi 
s possession. Telangana 
Today Such incidents 
highlight the urgent 
need for public vigilance 
and stronger communi-
ty–police cooperation.

Residents of  Karimna-
gar have expressed shock 
at the breach of  security 
and the audacity of  the 
thieves in targeting flats 
in a supposedly secure 
apartment complex. “We 
trusted this building was 
safe, but now our faith ha 
s been shaken,” said one 
resident. Others have 
urged the apartment 
management to improve 
communal security mea 
sures immedia tely.

As the police investiga-
tion continues, authori-
ties have warned that th 
ey will track the culprits 
aggressively and take 
stringent action once 
suspects are identified. 
In the meantime, they h 
ave cautioned homeown-
ers to be alert and main-
tain records of  their val-
uables to aid inv estiga 
tions if  needed.

The burglary at the 
Karimnagar apartment 
serves as a stark remind-
er: even urban communi-
ties are vulnerable to cri 
me, and vigilance, secu-
rity infrastructure, and 
swift policing remain 
crucial to protect resi-
dents and their property 
in growing cities like 
Karimnagar.

Thieves Rob Flats in Karimnagar, Gold and 
Silver Stolen in Overnight Burglary

ACB Raids Tandur Sub-Registrar 
Office, Officials Caught Taking Bribe
Vikarabad District: 

In a major crackdown 
against corruption, the 
Anti-Corruption Burea 
u (ACB) conducted rai 
ds at the Tandur Sub-
Registrar Office, appre-
hending officials red-
handed while accepting 
bribes. The operation, 
which began earlier to-
day, has sent shock-
waves across the dis-
trict administration.

During the raids, the 
In-charge Sub-Regis-
trar Saikumar was cau 
ght accepting a bribe, 
reportedly in connec-
tion with a land plot ma 
tter. Sources confirmed 
that Saikumar was tak-
ing Rs. 16,000 from a pe 
rson named Umar Ab-
dullah when the ACB 
swooped in. Officials 
described the arrest as 
a textbook case of  
catching a public serv-
ant in the act.

Alongside Saikumar, 
two other officials, ide 
ntified as Ashok and Sa 
i, were also taken into 
custody for question-
ing. The ACB officers 
are continuing their in-
vestigation, interrogat-
ing the accused and 
gathering further evi-
dence related to poten-
tial corrupt practices 

within the office.
The raids have been 

ongoing for over two 
hours, and authorities 
have indicated that mo 
re searches and inspec-
tions are likely to conti 
nue at the Sub-Registr 
ar office to uncover any 
additional instances of  
bribery or malpractice. 
The ACB has taken a 
systematic approach, 
ensuring that all evi-

dence is collected metic 
ulously, including docu-
ments and digital reco 
rds related to land reg 
istrations.

Sources from the 
ACB stated that this op-
eration is part of  a larg-
er effort to clamp down 
on corruption in public 
offices, particularly tho 
se handling land trans-
actions, which are often 
prone to illegal activi-

ties due to high-value 
dealings. The officials 
emphasized that the ac-
tion serves as a warn-
ing to others engaged in 
similar misc onduct.

Local residents ex-
pressed relief  over the 
swift action, noting that 
corruption in land-re-
lated offices has long 
been a source of  dis-
tress and delays for citi-
zens. “It is reassuring 

to see the authorities 
act decisively,” one resi-
dent said.

The ACB has assured 
the public that the in-
vestigation will contin-
ue until all those in-
volved are held accou 
ntable and any irregu-
larities are addressed. 
The department is also 
reviewing other Sub-
Registrar offices in the 
region to ensure com-
pliance with legal pro-
cedures and prevent 
further instances of  
bribery.

Authorities have ap-
pealed to citizens to re-
port any instances of  
corruption and prom-
ised strict action agai 
nst officials who exploit 
their positions for per-
sonal gain. The out-
come of  the ongoing in-
vestigations is expected 
to set a precedent for 
zero-tolerance policies 
against corruption in 
Telangana’s lan d regis-
tration offices.

The Tandur Sub-Reg-
istrar office case under-
scores the continued vi 
ilance of  the ACB and 
the government’s com-
mitment to transpar-
ency and accountabili-
ty in public service. 
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Rupee Slide Signals Urgent Need 
to Cut Oil Dependence

The Indian rupee has depre-
ciated around 7% over the 
past year, falling from roughly 
₹83.4 to ₹89.2 against the U.S. 
dollar, raising concerns about 
the currency’s stability amid 
external pressures. While not 
unprecedented—the rupee 
slid 11-12% in 2018—the cur-
rent context mirrors earlier 
periods of  global uncertainty, 
including rising U.S. interest 
rates, strong dollar trends, 
and trade tensions.

To manage volatility, the Re-
serve Bank of  India (RBI) has 
actively intervened, selling a 
net $50 billion in foreign ex-
change since November 2024 
and employing long-term cur-
rency-swap mechanisms. In 
2025 alone, the RBI executed a 
$10 billion dollar/rupee buy-
sell swap auction to inject li-
quidity into the banking sys-
tem. Analysts note that under 

India’s floating-but-managed 
exchange rate regime, the RBI 
can smoothen volatility but 
c a n n o t  f u l l y  p r e v e n t 
depreciation.

The rupee’s slide has been 
driven largely by a widening 
cur rent-account deficit , 
fueled by rising bullion im-
ports as a hedge and export-
ers adjusting to high U.S. tar-
iffs. Crude oil imports, which 
account for over 20% of  total 
imports, remain a significant 
pressure point. As India tran-
sitions from cheaper Russian 
crude to more expensive U.S. 
oil, currency weakness could 
translate into higher import 
bills, potentially impacting 
inflation.

Despite these challenges, 
there are reasons for cautious 
optimism. India’s foreign ex-
change reserves remain com-
fortable at around $693 bil-

lion, and retail inflation has 
eased significantly, with 
headline CPI at 0.25% in Octo-
ber 2025—well below the 
RBI’s target range of  2%-6%. 
This allows the central bank 
room to tolerate modest de-
preciation without aggressive 
rate hikes.

Experts stress that mone-
tary measures alone are in-
sufficient. Structural re-
forms, particularly reducing 
dependence on oil through 
initiatives such as faster 
transport electrification, are 
critical. Coordinated trade 
policies, rather than a focus 
on bilateral deals with Japan, 
the UAE, or ASEAN, are need-
ed to ensure a balanced trade 
environment. Without ad-
dressing these vulnerabili-
ties, the rupee may continue 
to face pressure amid global 
volatility.

India Prepares for 
Strategic Talks as Putin 

Arrives for Summit

New Delhi: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is set to visit In-
dia on December 4-5 for the 23rd 
annual bilateral summit with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
marking his first trip to the 
country since 2021. The summit 
comes at a critical geopolitical 
juncture, with both leaders fac-
ing significant international 
pressures. Putin is under U.S. 
pressure to end the war in 
Ukraine, while India navigates 
tensions with the United States, 
sanctions on Russian oil, and 
ongoing defence procurement 
challenges.

Key issues on the agenda in-
clude energy, defence, and trade. 
India’s oil imports from Russia 
have steadily declined, though 
state-owned refiners like Indian 
Oil and Bharat Petroleum con-
tinue limited purchases. Russia 
is reportedly exploring alterna-
tive trade mechanisms to by-
pass sanctions. The summit is 
expected to focus on balancing 
India’s energy security needs 
with geopolitical sensitivities, 
including the 25% U.S. tariff  on 
Russian oil.

Defence cooperation remains 
a cornerstone of  the India-Rus-
sia relationship. Around 60-70% 
of  Indian military equipment is 
Russian-made, including T-90 
tanks, Su-30MKI and Mig-29 
fighters, the INS Vikramaditya 
aircraft carrier, and multiple 
Krivak-class frigates. Recent 
military operations have high-
lighted the performance of  Rus-
sian systems, including the 
S-400 Triumf  missile defence 
systems and the BrahMos 

cruise missile. Discussions may 
include the BrahMos-II hyper-
sonic missile project, the Pant-
sir self-propelled anti-aircraft 
system, and long-range early-
warning radars to monitor Chi-
nese activity. India is also ex-
p l o r i n g  n u c l e a r  a t t a c k 
submarines and continued Rus-
sian support for nuclear-pow-
ered vessels.

Trade and economic ties will 
also be discussed, particularly 
the $65 billion in Russian ex-
ports to India, dominated by oil, 
compared to India’s $5 billion in 
exports. Both sides aim to de-
velop alternate payment sys-
tems and strengthen bilateral 
trade, including potential coop-
eration in small modular nu-
clear reactors.

Analysts note that Russia re-
mains a key strategic partner 
for India, offering advanced 
systems without restrictive 
conditions often imposed by 
Western suppliers. Maintain-
ing close ties with Russia while 
deepening relations with the 
U.S. and EU represents a deli-
cate balancing act for India 
amid rising global tensions, es-
p e c i a l ly  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e 
Ukraine conflict.

Putin’s visit is expected to re-
affirm India-Russia ties and ex-
plore avenues for energy, de-
fence, and trade cooperation, 
even as the West watches close-
ly. For India, the summit under-
scores the importance of  sus-
t a i n i n g  l o n g - s t a n d i n g 
partnerships while navigating 
a  complex  inter national 
environment.

Delhi’s Air Pollution Crisis: Politics 
Over Public Health

New Delhi: Air pollution 
in Delhi continues to claim 
lives and affect millions, 
yet political accountabili-
ty remains elusive, ex-
perts say. Every year, pol-
lution kills an estimated 
1.5 million Indians and ag-
gravates heart and lung 
diseases, with vulnerable 
populations—children, 
the elderly, and the work-
ing poor—bearing the 
brunt.

Despite this, the govern-
ment has often sidestepped 
direct debate on the crisis. 
Recently, the Modi admin-

istration rejected a re-
quest from the Congress 
party for a parliamentary 
discussion on air pollu-
tion, while sanctioning a 
ten-hour debate on Vande 
Mataram.  This  comes 
amid Delhi’s dangerously 
high pollution levels, with 
November’s average AQI 
hitting 357.

Political parties have 
also manipulated narra-
tives. Farmers’ stubble 
burning, blamed for Del-
hi’s winter smog, accounts 
for only a few weeks of  the 
year, yet it remains a focal 

point for blame games be-
tween the BJP, AAP, and 
other parties. Meanwhile, 
perennial contributors 
like vehicular emissions, 
congested roads, poor pub-
lic transport, and pollut-
ing fuels receive insuffi-
cient attention.

Incremental measures, 
such as the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan, BS6 
fuel adoption, and periph-
eral expressways, have 
helped somewhat, but pol-
lution spikes remain se-
vere every winter. Ther-
mal power plants, road 

congestion, and outdated 
public transport continue 
to add to Delhi’s toxic air.

Experts urge urgent re-
forms: operationalizing 
flue gas desulfurisation at 
thermal plants, rapid elec-
trification of  buses, taxis, 
and commercial vehicles, 
major Metro expansion, 
and fixing the city’s poorly 
maintained roads. Trans-
parency and enforcement 
by municipal authorities 
are essential to reduce ve-
hicle emissions and traf-
fic-related pollutants.

Environmentalists ar-

gue that citizens must use 
their voting power to hold 
leaders accountable and 
demand sustained action. 
Without political will and 
a coordinated approach 
across central, state, and 
municipal governments, 
Delhi’s residents will con-
tinue to struggle for clean 
air, while health risks rise 
with each passing winter.

The call is clear: air pol-
lution is no longer just an 
environmental issue—it is 
a pressing public health 
and political crisis that re-
quires decisive action.

South Africa Humiliates India in Historic Test 
Series Sweep

New Delhi: Indian cricket 
suffered a humbling defeat as 
South Africa completed a 2-0 
series sweep in the ongoing 
Test series, exposing critical 
flaws in India’s red-ball game. 
The first Test at Guwahati saw 
South African captain Temba 
Bavuma lead from the front, 
scoring 55 in the second in-
nings—the highest in the 
match—and guiding his team 
to a commanding victory. The 
second Test only reinforced 
South Africa’s dominance, 
with India succumbing by a re-
cord 408 runs at home.

The series has highlighted 
India’s startling decline in 
home Test cricket. Between 
2008 and 2025, India had won 59 
out of  88 home Tests, rarely 

losing at home. But recent se-
ries losses against New Zea-
land and South Africa suggest 
that the home advantage has 
eroded, leaving Indian cricket 
vulnerable. Analysts attribute 
the downfall to weak spin 
bowling, inconsistent batting 
against quality attacks, and 
misguided team selection 
strategies that prioritize all-
rounders over specialists.

Controversial team choices 
worsened India’s woes. Wash-
ington Sundar, usually an off-
spinner, was played out of  po-
sition at number three and 
bowled minimally, while Nit-
ish Reddy contributed little 
with both bat and ball. The ab-
sence of  specialist spinners 
and failure to groom domestic 

talent for red-ball cricket ex-
posed India to a well-prepared 
South African attack.

Off  the field, a now-infa-
mous incident involving Jas-
prit Bumrah’s on-field re-
mark about Bavuma went 
viral. While Bumrah’s use of  
a derogatory word drew crit-
icism, Bavuma responded 
graciously, emphasizing the 
series was defined by crick-
eting performance rather 
than personal slights. The 
South African team, howev-
er, ensured India “grovelled” 
on the field, reminiscent of  
historical confrontations 
such as the 1976 West Indies-
England series.

Experts argue that the 
Board of  Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) must refocus on 
red-ball cricket, nurturing spe-
cialists and maintaining a bal-
ance between youth and expe-
r i e n c e.  T h e  s e l e c t o r s , 
including chair man Ajit 
Agarkar, and the team man-
agement face scrutiny for deci-
sions that have undermined 
India’s historic dominance.

With the World Test Cham-
pionship cycle continuing and 
Australia set to tour India for 
five Tests, the BCCI must ad-
dress these structural issues. 
Without urgent corrective 
measures, Indian cricket 
risks normalizing home de-
feats, eroding fan confidence, 
and losing its competitive 
edge in the longest format of  
the game.
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Russia to Deepen Civil Nuclear Ties with 
India During Putin Visit

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

Russia is set to sign a 
memorandum of  under-
standing (MoU) with In-
dia to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation in civil nu-
clear energy during Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s 
two-day visit to India on 
December 4-5.

The Russian cabinet 
has cleared the MoU, 
which will be signed by 
Rosatom, Russia’s state 
nuclear corporation, on 
behalf  of  the gover n-
ment. Rosatom is already 
engaged in constructing 
multiple reactors at the 
Kudankulam Nuclear 
Power Plant in Tamil 
Nadu, marking a long-
standing collaboration in 
India’s nuclear energy 
sector.

Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov told the In-
dian media that Rosatom 
CEO Alexei Ligachev will 
bring a comprehensive 
portfolio of  proposals for 
the summit, including 
plans for cooperation in 
developing small modular 
reactors (SMRs) in India. 
These initiatives are ex-
pected to enhance India’s 
nuclear infrastructure 
and support its energy di-
versification goals.

Reports indicate that 
Rosatom has also ex-
pressed readiness to local-

ise the production of  ad-
vanced Russian-designed 
reactors in India. This 
move aligns with India’s 
push for domestic manu-
facturing and technology 
transfer in strategic sec-
tors, including energy.

The upcoming MoU is 
expected to further con-
solidate India-Russia ties 
in civil nuclear energy, 
building on decades of  

partnership that has seen 
cooperation in reactor 
construction, fuel supply, 
and technical training. 
Both countries aim to lev-
erage nuclear energy as a 
key component of  sus-
tainable development and 
energy security.

Experts note that this 
agreement could acceler-
ate India’s transition to 
low-carbon energy sourc-

es while providing Rus-
sian technology firms a 
strong foothold in the 
growing Indian nuclear 
market.

The civil nuclear part-
nership is part of  a broad-
er agenda for Putin’s In-
dia visit ,  which also 
includes discussions on 
trade, defence, and re-
gional security. Analysts 
suggest that the MoU un-

derscores the strategic 
importance both nations 
place on energy coopera-
tion amid evolving global 
geopolitical and energy 
dynamics.

With nuclear energy 
playing a central role in 
India’s clean energy strat-
egy, the MoU with Russia 
is expected to strengthen 
collaboration and innova-
tion in the sector.

BJP Wins 7, AAP 3 in Delhi Municipal By-Polls

TPN Correspondent | New Delhi 

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) secured a 
comfortable victory in sev-
en of  the 12 wards contest-
ed in the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation by-polls on 
Wednesday, strengthening 
its position following the 
F e b r u a r y  A s s e m b l y 
elections.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) won three seats, fin-
ishing second in most con-
tests, while the Congress 
managed to claim one 
seat, marking a rare win 
in the city this year. The 
All India Forward Bloc 
(AIFB) took the remaining 
seat.

Despite its overall suc-

cess, the BJP lost two 
wards it previously held—
one each to Congress and 
AIFB—but gained Chand-
ni Chowk, previously held 
by AAP. AAP, in turn, re-
claimed Naraina, a BJP 
ward from 2022. These mi-
nor shifts, however, do not 
affect BJP’s control of  the 
municipal house, where it 

now holds 122 of  250 seats. 
AAP has 102, while Con-
gress holds nine.

The by-polls were con-
ducted in Greater Kailash, 
Shalimar Bagh B, Ashok 
Vihar, Chandni Chowk, 
Chandni Mahal, Dichaon 
Kalan, Naraina, Sangam 
Vihar A, Dakshin Puri, 
Mundka, Vinod Nagar, 

and Dwarka B wards. Elev-
en of  the vacancies arose 
after sitting councillors 
were elected to the Assem-
bly, including Shalimar 
Bagh B, previously repre-
sented by BJP’s Rekha 
Gupta, now Delhi’s Chief  
Minister. BJP’s Anita Jain 
retained that ward, while 
Veena Asija narrowly held 
Ashok Vihar by a margin 
of  405 votes.

For BJP, the by-polls 
were a key test for Chief  
Minister Rekha Gupta, 
which the party cleared 
comfortably. For AAP, it 
was the first electoral test 
under the leadership of  
Saurabh Bhardwaj, who 
also emerged without los-
ing any contested seats.

The results reinforce 
BJP’s continued domi-
nance in Delhi’s civic poli-
tics while showing AAP’s 
resilience in key wards. 
Congress’ single victory 
and AIFB’s win indicate 
smaller players can still 
influence local contests, 
even in a largely bipolar 
municipal scenario.

The by-poll outcomes 
will shape party strategies 
ahead of  future local elec-
tions in the capital.

President Murmu Honors Disability Champions
TPN Correspondent | Delhi

President Droupadi 
Murmu presented the Na-
tional Awards for the Em-
powerment of  Persons 
with Disabilities (Divy-
angjan) for the year 2025 
in New Delhi on the occa-
sion of  the International 
Day of  Persons with Dis-
abilities. The ceremony 
celebrated individuals, 
organisations, and insti-
tutions making outstand-
ing contributions to the 
welfare and empower-
ment of  persons with 
disabilities.

Addressing the gather-
ing, President Murmu 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  a rights-based ap-
proach for Divyangjan, 
urging society to move be-
yond charity and engage 
with persons with disabil-
ities as equal partners. 
“Respect, not charity, 
should guide our efforts 
for Divyangjan,” she said, 
underlining that inclu-
sion must be grounded in 
d i g n i t y  a n d 
empowerment.

The President appreci-
ated the government’s ini-
tiatives aimed at improv-
ing the lives of  persons 
with disabilities, citing 
legislative measures and 

executive actions that 
have enhanced accessibil-
ity, employment opportu-
nities, education, and so-
cial welfare programs. 
She emphasized that a col-
laborative approach, in-
volving civil society, cor-
p o r a t e  s e c t o r s ,  a n d 
government, is essential 
to create an inclusive en-
vironment where Divy-
angjan can thrive.

The National Awards 
reco gnise  excel lence 

across multiple catego-
ries, including individual 
achievement, institution-
al support, innovation in 
accessibility, and efforts 
in advocacy and aware-
ness. Recipients included 
exemplary role models 
who have broken barriers 
in education, employ-
ment, sports, and social 
services, demonstrating 
that persons with disabili-
ties can lead independent 
and fulfilling lives with 

appropriate support and 
recognition.

President Murmu en-
couraged all citizens to 
actively participate in em-
powering Divyangjan, fos-
tering an environment of  
equality and mutual re-
spect. She noted that na-
tional development is in-
complete unless every 
individual,  including 
those with disabilities, is 
able to contribute mean-
ingfully to society.

The awards ceremony 
was attended by senior 
government officials, so-
cial activists, and repre-
sentatives from organisa-
t i o n s  w o r k i n g  f o r 
disability rights. It served 
as a reminder of  India’s 
ongoing commitment to 
inclusion, accessibility, 
and the empowerment of  
persons with disabilities, 
aligning with the global 
vision of  equity and so-
cial justice.

IndiGo Cancels 70+ Flights Amid 
Crew Shortages

TPN Correspondent | Delhi

IndiGo Airlines can-
celled over 70 flights on 
Wednesday, affecting 
operations at major air-
ports including Bengal-
uru and Mumbai, pri-
marily due to crew 
shor ta g es,  aviation 
sources said. Numerous 
other flights faced de-
lays as the airline strug-
gled to meet operational 
requirements, causing 
f r u s t r a t i o n  a m o n g 
passengers.

In a statement, Indi-
Go acknowledged the 
d i s r u p t i o n s,  c i t i n g 
“technology issues, air-
port congestion, and op-
e r a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e -
ments” alongside the 
acute crew shortage as 
key factors behind the 
cancellations and de-
lays. Sources noted that 
the situation worsened 
on Wednesday following 
a l r e a d y  d i s r u p t e d 
schedules on Tuesday.

According to the Civil 
Aviation Ministry, Indi-
Go’s on-time perfor-

mance from six major 
d o m e s t i c  a i r p o r t s 
dropped to 35 per cent 
on Tuesday. In compari-
son,  other car riers 
fared better, with Air 
India at 67.2 per cent, 
Air India Express 79.5 
per cent, SpiceJet 82.5 
per cent, and Akasa Air 
73.2 per cent.

The ongoing issues 
are linked to the imple-
mentation of  the second 
phase of  Flight Duty 
T i m e  L i m i t a t i o n 
(FDTL) norms, which 
came into effect on No-
vember 1. These norms, 
mandated by the DGCA 
following Delhi High 
Court directives, extend 
weekly rest periods to 
48 hours, limit night 
flights, and reduce the 
number of  allowable 
night landings from six 
to two. Airlines, includ-
ing IndiGo and Air In-
dia, had initially op-
posed the measures, 
citing additional crew 
requirements.

IndiGo, headquar-

tered in Gurugram, cur-
rently operates around 
2,100 domestic and in-
ternational flights, with 
a significant portion 
during night hours. As 
of  December 2, the air-
line had a fleet of  416 
aircraft, with 366 in op-
eration and 50 ground-
ed, up from 47 last 
month, according to 
Planespotter.com.

Passengers have re-
ported long delays and 
cancellations, prompt-
ing concerns over win-
ter travel disruptions. 
IndiGo has urged travel-
ers to check flight sta-
tus before heading to 
the airport and assured 
that it is taking steps to 
mitigate the impact of  
the ongoing crew short-
age while adhering to 
safety and regulatory 
norms.

The airline is closely 
monitoring the situa-
tion and coordinating 
with airports to resume 
normal operations as 
soon as possible.

Government Withdraws 
Mandatory Sanchar Saathi 

Pre-Installation  

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t 
|Lucknow

The Ministry of  Com-
m u n i c a t i o n s  o n 
Wednesday announced 
it will no longer man-
date the pre-installation 
of  the Sanchar Saathi 
app on all smartphones, 
reversing a controver-
sial decision issued just 
days ago.

The Department of  
Telecommunications 
(DoT) had earlier direct-
ed phone manufactur-
ers to pre-install the cy-
bersecurity app on all 
devices from March 
2026, citing concerns 
over handsets with du-
plicate or spoofed IMEI 
numbers that could 
threaten telecom secu-
rity. The move, however, 
sparked widespread 
criticism from digital 
rights groups and oppo-
sition parties over pri-
vacy and potential gov-
ernment surveillance.

In its revised state-
ment, the government 
said the policy reversal 

was prompted by the 
app’s “increasing ac-
ceptance” among users. 
Following the initial di-
rective, Sanchar Saathi 
saw a sudden surge in 
adoption, with six lakh 
new registrations re-
corded in a single day 
— a tenfold increase 
compared to average 
daily downloads. The 
app now has 1.4 crore 
u s e r s  w h o  r e p o r t 
around 2 ,000  cyber 
fraud incidents daily.

Launched in 2023, the 
app allows citizens to 
report suspicious phone 
calls, cyber fraud, and 
other telecom-related 
threats. Government of-
ficials emphasized that 
the app is “secure and 
purely meant to help 
citizens from bad actors 
in the cyber world,” and 
clarified that users can 
uninstall it at any time.

The initial mandate 
had drawn sharp criti-
cism from opposition 
leaders and privacy ad-
vocates, who argued it 

infringed on user choice 
and could facilitate 
state surveillance. Sev-
eral parties had public-
ly called for the policy 
to be reconsidered, 
highlighting concerns 
over digital freedoms 
and user consent.

By withdrawing the 
pre - instal lation re -
quirement, the govern-
ment aims to balance 
cybersecurity objec-
tives with public con-
cerns over privacy. The 
Ministry underlined 
that the app remains 
available for voluntary 
use and continues to 
play a role in protecting 
users from telecom 
fraud, even without 
mandatory installation 
on devices.

The decision marks a 
rare policy reversal in 
India’s tech regulatory 
landscape and reflects 
the growing influence 
of  public opinion and 
digital rights advocacy 
in shaping government 
directives
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Trump administration halts immigration applications 
for migrants from 19 travel-ban nations

TPN Bureau | Washington

The Trump administra-
tion has ordered an immedi-
ate pause on immigration 
benefit applications — in-
cluding green cards and nat-
uralisations — for individu-
als from the 19 countries 
already covered under this 
year’s expanded travel ban. 
The directive, detailed in a 
policy memo released Tues-
day by the US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
(USCIS), marks one of  the 
most sweeping immigration 
actions taken since the re-
cent shooting of  two Nation-
al Guard troops near the 
White House.

The pause affects a broad 
range of  immigration pro-
cesses for applicants from 
nations the administration 
has labelled “high-risk.” 
USCIS Director Joseph Ed-
low has been given authori-
ty to determine when the 
suspension will be lifted. 
The travel restrictions an-
nounced in June banned en-
try for citizens of  Afghani-
stan, Myanmar, Chad, the 
Republic of  Congo, Equato-
rial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan 
and Yemen, while access 
was limited for individuals 
from Burundi, Cuba, Laos, 

Sierra Leone, Togo, Turk-
menistan and Venezuela.

Until now, immigrants 
from these nations already 
inside the US before the ban 
faced no additional proce-
dures. The new order chang-
es that significantly. USCIS 
has confirmed it will re-re-
view all “approved benefit 
requests” for anyone from 

these countries who entered 
the US on or after January 
20, 2021 — regardless of  
their immigration status or 
the length of  time they have 
been in the country. This 
may include fresh inter-
views, background checks, 
and referrals to immigra-
tion enforcement.

The agency cites national 

security concerns linked to 
the Thanksgiving week 
shooting involving a sus-
pect of  Afghan origin, 
which left one National 
Guard soldier dead and an-
other injured. Within 90 
days, USCIS will prepare a 
priority list of  cases for 
reassessment.

The move comes amid a 

series of  rapid policy shifts, 
including a pause on all asy-
lum decisions and the State 
Department’s suspension of  
visa processing for Afghans 
who assisted US forces. Crit-
ics argue the administra-
tion’s actions amount to col-
lective punishment and risk 
destabilising long-settled 
immigrant communities.

“Radicalised Islamist Asim Munir Yearns For War With 
India”: Imran Khan’s Sister

TPN Correspondent | Dhaka

Imran Khan’s sister 
Aleema Khan has 
launched a sharp at-
tack on Pakistan’s 
Chief  of  Defence Forc-
es (CDF) General Asim 
Munir, alleging he is 
driven by “radical Is-
lamist” ideology and is 
responsible for escalat-
ing tensions with India. 
Speaking to Sky News 
on The World with Yal-
da Hakim, Aleema 
claimed Munir “yearns 
for a war with India,” 
contrasting him with 
her brother, whom she 
described as a “pure 
liberal” who seeks 
peace with neighbour-
ing nations.

Responding to ques-
tions on the reasons be-
hind the India–Paki-
stan conflict in May, 
Aleema accused Munir 
of  pushing confronta-
tion due to his “radical-
isation and conserva-
tism.” She asserted that 
whenever Imran Khan 
comes to power, he at-
tempts to improve ties 
with India, whereas 
Munir’s approach leads 
to conflict not only with 

India but potentially 
with its allies as well. 
Aleema urged Western 
nations to increase 
pressure on Pakistan to 
release the for mer 
prime minister.

Her remarks come 
months after the May 7 
Indian Armed Forces’ 
precision strikes on 

nine  ter ror  bases 
across Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kash-
mir. India said the 
strikes — part of  Oper-
ation Sindoor — were a 
direct response to the 
April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack that left 26 civil-
ians dead.

Tensions between 

Imran Khan and Asim 
Munir date back to 
2019, when Munir re-
p o r t e d ly  i n i t i at e d 
p r o b e s  i nv o l v i n g 
Khan’s wife Bushra 
Bibi. He was removed 
as ISI chief  within 
eight months, a move 
the army did not pub-
licly explain.

Imran Khan,  de-
tained since August 
2023 on multiple con-
victions, remains in 
Adiala Jail. Recent con-
cerns over his well-be-
ing intensified after his 
family alleged they 
were denied access. His 
sister Dr Uzma Kha-
num, after a brief  

meeting on Tuesday, 
said Khan was “men-
tally tortured” and 
held in isolation. Alee-
ma accused authorities 
of  attempting to “sup-
press the people of  Pa-
kistan” by silencing a 
leader she claims “rep-
resents 90% of  the 
country.”

Zelenskyy in Europe as US Envoy Meets Putin on Peace Talks

T P N  C o r r e s p o n d e n t 
-  C o l o m b o

As peace efforts in 
the  four-year- long 
Ukraine conflict gather 
momentum, US special 
envoy Steve Witkoff  
met Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Mos-
cow on Tuesday to dis-
cuss an early-stage 
peace plan, with hopes 
of  ending the war. The 

meeting, attended by 
Jared Kushner, son-in-
law of  former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, 
was described by the 
Kremlin as a focused 
session involving only 
the US delegation and 
an interpreter.

The talks mark a re-
newed push by the 
Trump administration 
to advance peace pro-

p o s a l s ,  f o l l o w i n g 
months of  limited pro-
gress. US Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio has 
been engaged in paral-
lel discussions with 
Ukrainian officials, 
while Witkoff ’s visit 
signals direct US en-
gagement with Mos-
cow.  According to 
Kremlin sources, the 
discussions are expect-

ed to continue “as long 
as needed” to find com-
mon ground on key 
issues.

Coinciding with the 
M o s c o w  m e e t i n g , 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
accompanied by his 
wife Olena Zelenska, 
visited Ireland, part of  
his ongoing tour of  Eu-
ropean nations sup-

porting Ukraine’s re-
sistance to Russian 
aggression. In Dublin, 
Zelenskyy met Ire-
land’s President Cathe-
rine Connolly, high-
l ighting Ukraine’s 
diplomatic outreach in 
Europe amid ongoing 
conflict.

Speaking on Tuesday, 
President Putin assert-
ed that Russia does not 

seek war with Europe-
an powers but warned 
that Moscow is pre-
pared to fight if  Europe 
desires direct confron-
tation. He also accused 
European nations of  
complicating US-led 
peace efforts by submit-
ting proposals Moscow 
deems unacceptable, 
adding tension to the 
diplomatic landscape.

Observers say the 
dual-track approach—
diplomatic outreach 
in Europe by Zelen-
skyy and direct nego-
tiations in Moscow by 
US officials—reflects 
the urgency to find a 
resolution before the 
conflict escalates fur-
ther. Analysts note 
that the involvement 
of  high-profile US fig-
ures underscores the 
international commu-
nity’s commitment to 
ending hosti l i t ies, 
though major hurdles 
remain in reconciling 
Moscow and Kyiv’s 
positions.

T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  
t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s 
could shape the trajec-
tory of  the Ukraine 
war and influence 
broader European se-
curity dynamics in the 
months ahead.

Five-Layer Security 
Deployed Ahead of Putin’s 

India Visit

TPN Correspondent | Jerusalem

Israel on Wednesday an-
nounced that the remains re-
turned from Gaza on Tuesday do 
not match any of  the hostages 
killed during Hamas’ 2023 at-
tack, according to a statement 
from the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice. Forensic testing confirmed 
that the materials handed over 
by Palestinian militants were 
unrelated to the 26 hostages who 
had died in captivity.

The handover occurred in 
Beit Lahiya, a northern town in 
Gaza, and marks one of  the last 
steps in the first phase of  the 
US-brokered ceasefire between 
Israel and Hamas. Since early 
October, the ceasefire has facili-
tated the return of  20 living hos-
tages and the remains of  26 oth-
ers, under terms that both sides 
have accused each other of  
violating.

With two sets of  remains still 
in Gaza, officials on both sides 
are reportedly close to conclud-
ing this initial phase of  the 
ceasefire. While the exchange 
represents a cautious step to-
ward stability, tensions remain 

high, as each side continues to 
scrutinize the other’s compli-
ance with the agreement.

The handover is seen as a crit-
ical aspect of  the ceasefire, 
which was mediated by the Unit-
ed States to de-escalate violence 
in the region. Despite the ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts, both Is-
rael and Hamas have faced criti-
cism for actions perceived as 
undermining the agreement, 
including delays and selective 
reporting of  returns.

Analysts note that while the 
forensic findings provide clarity 
regarding the remains, they 
may further complicate negotia-
tions over the remaining hostag-
es. The fate of  the two individu-
als still  in Gaza remains 
uncertain, and Israel has em-
phasized the need for continued 
international pressure to ensure 
their safe return.

The ceasefire and hostages’ 
return remain closely watched 
by the global community, with 
hopes that this phase will pave 
the way for broader negotiations 
to reduce hostilities and address 
humanitarian concerns in Gaza.

Israel: Gaza Findings 
Don’t Match 

Hostages

TPN Correspondent New Delhi

 Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is set to arrive in India to-
morrow for a two-day visit, and 
authorities have established an 
elaborate five-layer security 
ring to ensure his safety 
throughout the action-packed 
itinerary. The measures include 
top  commandos,  snipers, 
drones, jammers, AI monitor-
ing, and facial recognition sys-
tems, according to sources.

Putin’s visit, at the invitation 
of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, includes a ceremonial re-
ception at Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
a visit to Mahatma Gandhi’s me-
morial at Raj Ghat, the India-
Russia Annual Summit at Hy-
derabad House, and a banquet 
hosted by President Droupadi 
Murmu. Over four dozen Rus-
sian security personnel have al-
ready arrived in Delhi to coordi-
nate with Indian agencies for 
the operation.

The outer layers of  the secu-
rity ring involve the National 
Security Guard (NSG) and Delhi 
Police, who are responsible for 
sanitising routes and monitor-
ing crowds. The inner layers are 
managed by the Russian Presi-
dential Security Service, with 
specialized drones providing 
live feeds to a central control 

room. Commandos from India’s 
Special Protection Group (SPG) 
will join the inner ring when 
Putin meets Prime Minister 
Modi. Several snipers will cover 
the President’s movement, and 
jammers will protect against po-
tential electronic threats.

Every venue, including the 
hotel where Putin will stay, has 
been thoroughly secured. Rus-
sian and Indian officials are 
also monitoring potential im-
promptu destinations the Presi-
dent may visit. The control 
room will maintain constant 
communication with all layers, 
ensuring rapid response to any 
threat.

Officials emphasized that the 
multi-tiered security approach 
is designed to address a range 
of  risks, from physical attacks 
to cyber or drone threats. Sourc-
es said the operation reflects In-
dia’s focus on providing the 
highest level of  protection for 
visiting world leaders, combin-
ing advanced technology with 
elite personnel.

Putin’s visit underscores the 
close diplomatic ties between 
India and Russia, with exten-
sive security measures high-
lighting the significance and 
high-profile nature of  the two-
day engagement.
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India’s Power Tools Market Set to Cross 
$3.8 Billion by 2035

India’s power tools 
segment is projected to 
more than double, reach-
ing $3.8 billion by 2035, 
growing at a compound 
annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of  7.8%, accord-
ing to industry experts 
and a recent study by 
IMARC Group.

The growth is being 
driven by massive gov-
ernment capital expend-
iture in infrastructure 
sectors such as roads, 
railways, airports, and 
housing, alongside in-
creasing demand from 
furniture manufactur-
ing, the automotive af-
termarket, and a rising 
Do-It-Yourself  (DIY) 
culture.

To reduce reliance on 
imports and tap into the 
growing demand, the 
Union Government is 
actively encouraging do-
mestic manufacturing, 
which is beginning to 
show results. Local man-
ufacturers are gradually 
scaling up production 
capacity in line with the 
“ M a k e  i n  I n d i a ” 
initiative.

The broader hand 
tools, power tools, and 
fasteners market in In-

dia is also on an upward 
trajectory. The domestic 
hand tools market, cur-
rently valued at $826 
million (2024), is expect-
ed to reach $1.22 billion 
by 2033, reflecting a 
CAGR of  4.1%, the IMA-
RC study noted.

This surge is being at-
tributed to the moderni-
sation of  Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterpris-
es (MSMEs), increasing 
industrialisation, and 
strong aftermarket de-
mand. Moreover, with 
India’s booming con-

struction and home im-
provement sectors, the 
need for efficient and 
cost-effective tools is 
only expected to grow.

Industry officials said 
that the DIY trend 
among urban consum-
ers, especially in metro 

cities, is also expanding 
the market for portable 
and battery-operated 
tools. E-commerce plat-
forms have further sim-
plified access to such 
products, making them 
popular among younger, 
tech-savvy users.

Experts believe that 
sustained policy sup-
port, coupled with infra-
structure and industrial 
growth, will transform 
India into a manufactur-
ing and export hub for 
power tools over the 
next decade.

India Becomes Top Expansion Market for APAC 
3PL Firms: 

 India has emerged as the 
most-preferred expansion 
destination for third-party lo-
gistics (3PL) companies in the 
Asia-Pacific (APAC) region, 
according to a new report re-
leased by CBRE on Sunday 
(September 28, 2025).

The study reveals that near-
ly 70% of  APAC-based 3PL oc-
cupiers are planning to ex-
pand their footprint in India 
over the next two years. This 
marks the highest intent for 
expansion among all markets 
surveyed in the region.

CBRE attributed this grow-
ing interest to India’s rapidly 
developing infrastructure, 
digital transformation in sup-
ply chains, and the booming 
e-commerce sector. Other con-
tributing factors include fa-
vourable government policies 
under initiatives such as PM 
Gati Shakti and National Lo-
gistics Policy, aimed at en-
hancing logistics efficiency 
and reducing operational 
costs.

“India’s position as a key 
supply chain hub is strength-
ening, driven by robust de-
mand from retail, e-com-
merce, manufacturing, and 
FMCG sectors,” said a senior 
CBRE analyst. “The country 

is now seen not only as a con-
sumption market but also as a 
strategic distribution and lo-
gistics hub.”

The report also highlighted 
a rise in Grade-A warehous-
ing demand, especially in 
Tier-1 cities like Delhi-NCR, 

Mumbai, Bengaluru, and 
Chennai. Tier-2 cities such as 
Lucknow, Coimbatore, and In-
dore are also gaining traction 
due to lower costs and improv-
ing connectivity.

India’s 3PL segment has 
seen double-digit annual 

growth in recent years, sup-
ported by increasing out-
sourcing of  logistics opera-
tions by major industries. 
With rising investments in 
automation, cold chain facili-
ties, and multi-modal logistics 
parks, the sector is poised for 

sustained expansion.
CBRE expects the Indian lo-

gistics real estate market to 
outperform its regional coun-
terparts in the medium term, 
reinforcing the country’s sta-
tus as the logistics growth en-
gine of  APAC.

Plastic Pipes Industry Faces 
FY25 Challenges, Eyes 
10–12% Growth Ahead

India’s plastic pipes indus-
try has faced significant tur-
bulence in FY25, struggling 
with subdued infrastructure 
investments, tight liquidity, 
and volatile raw material 
prices, according to a report 
released by JM Financial. 
However, the industry re-
mains optimistic about its 
medium-term outlook, sup-
ported by stabilising input 
costs and sustained demand 
from key sectors.

Navigating a Tough Year
FY25 proved to be a chal-

lenging year for the sector. 
Plastic pipe manufacturers—
especially those reliant on 
PVC (polyvinyl chloride)—
had to deal with erratic pric-
ing patterns. Global factors, 
such as sluggish construction 
activity in major markets like 
China and developed econo-
mies, combined with a supply 
glut from large exporters like 
China, South Korea, and Tai-
wan, led to aggressive under-
cutting of  prices in the Indian 
market.

PVC, which constitutes a 
major input cost for the in-
dustry, dropped significantly 
over FY20–25, declining at a 
4% CAGR, compared to its 
long-term growth trend of  2% 
CAGR over the last 25 years. 
After a prolonged downtrend, 
prices began to recover, rising 
by ₹7/kg over the last 4–5 
months to reach ₹79/kg in 
September 2025. While this re-
mains below the FY22 peak, it 
marks a potential turning 
point for the sector.

Market Evolution and Fu-
ture Drivers

Traditionally fragmented 
and focused heavily on agri-
culture, India’s plastic piping 
sector has evolved into a more 
organised ecosystem, ad-
dressing critical needs in wa-
ter supply, plumbing, sanita-
t i o n ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
applications.

Despite current hurdles, 
long-term structural drivers 
remain intact. Government-
backed programs like the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, and Hous-
ing for All are expected to 
boost demand significantly, 
alongside growing agricul-
tural  and re placement 
requirements.

JM Financial estimates the 
Indian plastic piping market 
at �600–650 billion, and fore-
casts a 10–12% CAGR growth 
between FY25 and FY30.

Policy and Regulatory 
Tailwinds

Industry experts believe 
upcoming policy measures 
may offer additional support. 
The Bureau of  Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) is expected to im-
plement quality control 
norms for PVC imports by De-
cember 2025, which would re-
strict the influx of  substand-
ard foreign products and offer 
a competitive edge to domes-
tic manufacturers.

“Stabilising PVC prices 
should restore distributor 
confidence, reduce inventory 
risks, and aid margin recov-
ery for organised players,” 
the report concluded, project-
ing a more stable and profit-
able path ahead for the 
sector.

SBI Bats for 25 bps Rate Cut Ahead of RBI 
Policy Meet

Ahead of  the Reserve 
Bank of  India’s (RBI) 
bi-monthly monetary 
policy announcement 

on October 1, a State 
Bank of  India (SBI) re-
search report has rec-
ommended a 25 basis 

point (bps) rate cut, 
calling it the “best pos-
sible option” in the 
c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c 

climate.
The Monetary Policy 

C o m m i t t e e  ( M P C ) , 
chaired by RBI Gover-

nor Sanjay Malhotra, 
will begin its three-day 
meeting on Monday, 
September 30,  amid 
global economic uncer-
tainty, rising geopoliti-
cal tensions, and the 
recent 50% tariffs im-
posed by the US on In-
dian exports.

The SBI report ar-
gues that a modest rate 
cut would support do-
mestic growth without 
stoking inflation, espe-
cially as headline CPI 
inflation remains with-
in the RBI’s comfort 
range. “A 25 bps cut 
would signal proactive 
policy support to insu-
late the economy from 
external shocks,” the 
report said.

However, several oth-
er economists and ana-
lysts expect the RBI to 
maintain status quo on 
the repo rate, citing 
concerns about volatile 
crude prices, geopoliti-
cal risks, and the weak 
rupee. Many believe 
the central bank will 

prefer  to  wait  and 
watch, especially as the 
US Federal Reserve re-
mains hawkish.

India’s repo rate cur-
rently stands at 6.50%, 
unchanged since Feb-
ruary 2023. The central 
bank has maintained a 
“withdrawal of  accom-
modation” stance, bal-
ancing inflation con-
trol with the need to 
support growth.

A rate cut now, ac-
cording to SBI, would 
also help ease borrow-
ing costs for businesses 
and consumers, just 
ahead of  the festive 
season,  potential ly 
boosting consumption 
and credit demand.

The final decision 
will be announced by 
RBI on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 1, and will be 
closely  watched by 
markets, banks, and in-
dustry stakeholders for 
its signal on the direc-
tion of  monetary poli-
c y  a m i d  g l o b a l 
uncertainty.

Govt to Borrow ₹6.77 Lakh Crore 
in H2, Holds Near FY26 Target

New Delhi: The central 
government plans to borrow
₹6.77 lakh crore through dat-
ed securities in the second 
half  (H2) of  fiscal year 2025–
26, aiming to stay close to its 
full-year borrowing goal. 

Having already borrowed 
₹7.95 lakh crore in H1, the 
Centre will revise the total 
gross market borrowing for 
FY26 to ₹14.72 lakh crore, nar-
rowly lower than the original 
budgeted ₹14.82 lakh crore. 

The shift is designed to bal-
ance fiscal discipline with 
market stability, despite in-
creasing defence spending 
pressures. 

Officials say that the H2 
borrowing will be conducted 
over 22 weekly tranches, each 
totaling ₹28,000–₹33,000 crore, 
and is scheduled to conclude 
by March 6, 2026. Of  the total, 
₹10,000 crore is planned via 
sovereign green bonds. 

In terms of  maturity com-

position, the share of  short-
er-term papers (3–5 years) 
will be increased to 19.9% 
(from 15.9%), while the share 
of  longer-term papers (15–50 
years) will fall from 51.8% to 
43.7%. Medium-term securi-
ties (7–10 years) will also see 
a rise to 36.5% from 32.4%. 

The Centre reaffirmed its 
commitment to keeping the 
fiscal deficit at 4.4% of  GDP, 
compared to 4.8% in FY25. To 
manage liquidity mismatch-
es, the Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) has set the ways and 
means advances (WMA) limit 
for H2 at ₹50,000 crore. 

Officials emphasise that 
despite uncertainties—like 
US-imposed tariffs and de-
fence  expenditure—the 
borrowing plan remains 
p re d i c t abl e,  a i m i n g  t o 
avoid surprising the bond 
market and limit crowding 
out of  state and private 
borrowing. 
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Half of Packaged Foods on Blinkit, Zepto, 
Swiggy Instamart Are Junk: Survey

A recent survey has 
revealed that nearly 
half  of  the packaged 
food items available on 
popular online grocery 
platforms like Blinkit, 
Zepto, and Swiggy In-
stamart fall into the cat-
egory of  “junk food,” 
raising concerns over 
public health and nutri-
tion. The study exam-
ined hundreds of  prod-
ucts, highlighting a 
high prevalence of  
items rich in unhealthy 
fats, sugar, and salt, 
while being low in fiber, 
vitamins, and other es-
sential micronutrients.

Nutrition experts 
warn that regular con-
sumption of  these pro-
cessed foods is strongly 
linked to lifestyle dis-
eases such as obesity, 
type 2 diabetes, cardio-
vascular disorders, and 
even accelerated age-
ing. The survey also 
found that many prod-
u c t s  m a rke t e d  a s 
“healthy” or “snack al-
ternatives” often con-
tain hidden sugar, re-
f i n e d  f l o u r s ,  a n d 
preservatives, mislead-

ing consumers into be-
lieving they are making 
healthier choices.

“The convenience of  
online grocery plat-
forms has made access 

to packaged foods easi-
er, but consumers must 
exercise caution,” said 
a nutritionist involved 
in the study. “A large 
portion of  these prod-

ucts do not meet basic 
nutritional standards 
and can have long-term 
health consequences if  
consumed regularly.”

The survey under-

scores the urgent need 
for stricter regulations 
on the marketing and 
labeling of  packaged 
foods, especially those 
sold on e-commerce 

platforms. Experts sug-
gest that clear front-of-
pack labeling and pub-
l i c  a w a r e n e s s 
campaigns could help 
consumers make in-
formed choices.

While e-commerce 
grocery services have 
transfor med urban 
food consumption, 
making delivery of  
snacks and packaged 
meals easier than ever, 
the study highlights the 
hidden health risks as-
sociated with this con-
venience. Health au-
thorities and consumer 
rights organizations 
have called for in-
creased monitoring and 
guidance to ensure that 
these platforms prior-
itize nutritional value 
alongside variety and 
affordability.

Consumers are ad-
vised to read labels 
carefully, limit con-
sumption of  processed 
snacks, and include 
more fresh fruits, vege-
t abl e s,  a n d  wh o l e 
grains in their diets to 
maintain a balanced 
nutritional profile.

Apple May Launch Only Three iPhones in 2026, Foldable 
Model Rumoured

Cupertino: Apple is re-
portedly planning a leaner 
iPhone release schedule in 
2026, with only three models 
expected to hit the market. 
According to  industry 
sources, the tech giant may 
delay the launch of  the 
standard “vanilla” iPhone 
and the next-generation iP-
hone Air, focusing instead 
on premium and innovative 
models.

One of  the most anticipat-
ed developments is the po-
tential debut of  a foldable 
iPhone, which could mark 
Apple’s first entry into the 
foldable smartphone seg-
ment. Analysts suggest that 
the foldable model would 
feature advanced flexible 
display technology, im-
proved durability, and en-
hanced multitasking capa-
bilities, aiming to compete 
with existing foldable devic-
es from Samsung and other 
manufacturers.

Apple’s decision to trim 
the lineup is seen as part of  
a  b ro a d e r  s t r at e g y  t o 
streamline production, re-
duce supply chain complex-
ities, and emphasize high-
m a r g i n  d e v i c e s .  T h e 
company has reportedly 
conducted extensive re-
search on consumer de-

mand and found that premi-
um models continue to 
generate the majority of  
revenue and profit, making 
a focused launch strategy 
more viable.

While the foldable iPhone 
could redefine the smart-
phone experience for Apple 
users, the delayed launch of  
the standard and Air mod-

els may impact mid-tier 
buyers who prefer more af-
fordable options. Industry 
watchers expect Apple to 
maintain its existing pric-
ing strategy while position-
ing the foldable iPhone as a 
premium,  aspirational 
device.

Additionally,  the new 
lineup is expected to feature 

incremental upgrades in 
processing power, camera 
capabilities, and battery 
life, along with tighter inte-
gration with Apple’s broad-
er ecosystem, including the 
Apple Watch, iPad, and Mac 
devices.

Rumors indicate that Ap-
ple may unveil the 2026 mod-
els at its traditional Septem-

ber  launch event ,  but 
confirmation on the exact 
lineup and specifications is 
still awaited. Tech enthusi-
asts worldwide are eagerly 
awaiting more details, par-
ticularly on the foldable iP-
hone, which could signal a 
significant shift in Apple’s 
product design and market 
strategy.

Delhi Restaurateur Claims Zomato Lists His Eatery as “Unavailable”

A Delhi restaurateur has 
raised concerns over Zoma-
to repeatedly marking his 
restaurant as “unavailable”, 
even when nearby eateries 
remain open. Gagandeep 
Singh Sapra, owner of  Tad-
ka Rani in Greater Kailash 
1, shared a video on X show-

ing the app displaying his 
restaurant as unavailable 
while others within 50 me-
ters continued to receive 
orders.

Sapra alleged that this is-
sue occurs during peak 
hours, affecting rider alloca-
tion and impacting his busi-

ness. He claimed to have re-
ported the problem for 31 
days without resolution. The 
restaurateur also suggested 
that the move might be 
aimed at increasing Zoma-
to’s commission, which he 
says already exceeds 52% of  
sales. He accused the plat-

form of  using a system 
gli tch to  fur ther  hike 
charges.

Following the post, Aditya 
Mangal, Zomato’s Food De-
livery CEO, responded, stat-
ing that the matter would be 
investigated. Sapra’s com-
plaint also mentioned Deep-

inder Goyal, CEO of  Zoma-
t o ’s  p a r e n t  c o m p a n y, 
Eternal, implying senior 
management awareness of  
the issue.

The video Sapra shared 
highlights the growing frus-
tration among restaurant 
owners over app-based deliv-
ery platforms controlling 
visibility and rider alloca-
tion, a long-standing point 
of  contention in the food-
tech industry.

Zomato, which dominates 
India’s online food delivery 
market, has faced similar al-
legations from other restau-
rateurs in the past regard-
ing system glitches, order 
prioritization, and high 
commission charges. Indus-
try experts say such con-
cerns reflect the need for 
greater transparency and 
fairness in algorithmic man-
agement of  restaurants on 
delivery platforms.

Sapra has urged Zomato to 
rectify the listing and en-
sure fair access to riders, 
emphasizing that repeated 
unavailability listings dur-
ing busy hours are harming 
his revenue and customer 
base. The company’s formal 
investigation is awaited, and 
it remains to be seen wheth-
er corrective measures will 
be implemented to restore 
the restaurant’s visibility on 
the app.

India, Japan Join Forces 
on Giant Telescope to 

Hunt for Aliens

India and Japan are collabo-
rating to build one of  the 
world’s most advanced astro-
nomical instruments, the Thir-
ty Metre Telescope (TMT), de-
signed to probe the deepest 
reaches of  the universe and 
search for signs of  extraterres-
trial life. With a massive 30-me-
tre primary mirror, the tele-
scope will surpass existing 
instruments in size and capa-
bility, offering unprecedented 
clarity in observing distant 
galaxies, black holes, and 
exoplanets.

The TMT project is an inter-
national initiative involving 
India, Japan, and two leading 
U.S. universities. Unlike tradi-
tional telescopes, TMT’s pri-
mary mirror is formed by 500 
smaller mirrors precisely 
aligned, a technological chal-
lenge where India plays a cru-
cial role. Indian scientists and 
engineers from the Indian In-
stitute of  Astrophysics (IIA), 
Bengaluru; Inter-University 
Centre for Astronomy and As-
trophysics (IUCAA), Pune; and 
Aryabhatta Research Institute 
for Observational Sciences 
(ARIES), Nainital, have devel-
oped opto-mechanical systems 
to ensure perfect mirror align-
ment, a critical factor for the 
telescope’s success.

Dr. Saku Tsuneta, Vice Chair 

of  Japan’s Committee on Na-
tional Space Policy, explained 
that the larger the mirror, the 
more light it can capture, ena-
bling discoveries about ex-
tremely distant cosmic objects. 
Indian technology is central in 
managing the alignment and 
calibration of  these mirrors, 
highlighting the nation’s grow-
ing role in global science 
collaborations.

The telescope will be con-
structed at Mauna Kea, Ha-
waii, at an altitude of  4,000 me-
tres, chosen for its clear skies 
and minimal atmospheric in-
terference. Japan already oper-
ates an 8.2-metre telescope at 
the site, which has delivered 
groundbreaking astronomical 
observations for over 25 years.

India joined TMT as a found-
er-member partner in 2014, 
contributing to optical and in-
frared astronomy expertise. 
The telescope is expected to re-
define humanity’s understand-
ing of  the universe, potentially 
answering one of  the most pro-
found questions: Are we alone 
in the cosmos?

This collaboration under-
scores India’s strength in high-
precision science and engi-
neering, while of fering a 
platform for cutting-edge dis-
coveries in astronomy and 
astrobiology.

Man Turns Hulk, But Paint 
Mishap Leaves Him Green 

for Days

A British man’s attempt to 
become the Incredible Hulk for 
an event in Benidorm turned 
into a multi-day ordeal after a 
paint mishap left him stuck in 
green.

The man, identified as Kane, 
used green fabric paint instead 
of  body-safe makeup while pre-
paring for a night out. His 
friend, Graham White, who 
documents city life on TikTok, 
filmed Kane applying the paint 
with a brush, smiling as he 
t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e 
superhero.

However, the fun quickly 
turned into frustration when 
Kane discovered that the paint 
would not wash off  easily. 
Scrubbing and showering for 
hours proved futile, leaving 
him in a Hulk-like state for sev-
eral days.

The unusual incident has 
gone viral on social media, elic-

iting laughter, sympathy, and 
warnings from users about the 
importance of  using safe, re-
movable body paints for cos-
tumes. Experts caution that 
fabric paints are not intended 
for skin and can cause irrita-
tion if  left on for long periods.

Kane’s experience serves as a 
cautionary tale for cosplayers 
and partygoers, highlighting 
the need to double-check prod-
uct labels and use proper make-
up or body paint when trans-
forming into characters.

Despite the mishap, Kane re-
portedly maintained his good 
humor, sharing the ordeal on-
line and joking about being 
“the real-life Hulk” until the 
paint finally came off. The sto-
ry has sparked a mix of  amuse-
ment and concern, reminding 
others that not all paints are 
created equal when it comes to 
skin safety.
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Serena Williams Shuts Down Comeback 
Rumours

Serena Williams has 
firmly denied speculation 
about a tennis comeback af-
ter news broke that she had 
re-entered the sport’s Regis-
tered Testing Pool, a re-
quirement for any player 
considering a return to 
competitive tennis. The de-
velopment triggered wide-
spread reports suggesting 
the 23-time Grand Slam 
champion might be prepar-
ing for a dramatic return. 
However, Williams made it 
clear on Tuesday that she 
has no such plans.

The 44-year-old last com-
peted at the 2022 US Open, 
where her third-round loss 
left her just one title shy of  
Margaret Court’s all-time 
record of  24 Grand Slam 
singles trophies. Since then, 
she has repeatedly indicat-
ed she has moved on from 
the sport, describing her 
transition not as retirement 
but as an “evolution” away 
from professional tennis.

An International Tennis 
Integrity Agency spokes-
person confirmed that Wil-
liams was indeed back on 
the Registered Testing Pool 
list but offered no explana-
tion beyond the administra-
tive update. Players consid-

ering a return must be 
available for drug testing 
for at least six months be-
fore they are eligible to 
compete, fueling specula-
tion about her intentions.

But Williams put all ru-
mours to rest with a direct 
post on X, stating: “Omg 
yall I’m NOT coming back. 
This wildfire is crazy,” un-
derscoring that the regis-
tration should not be inter-
preted as a sign of  a 
return.

Her sister, Venus Wil-
liams, who resumed compe-
tition this year at age 45 af-
ter nearly two years away 
from the tour, has openly 
expressed her desire to see 
Serena back on court. The 
sisters, one of  the most 
iconic duos in tennis histo-
ry, have won 14 Grand Slam 
doubles titles and three 
O ly m p i c  g o l d  m e d a l s 
together.

Despite the growing buzz, 
Serena’s latest clarification 
signals that fans may have 
to accept her legacy as com-
plete. While the door ap-
pears closed for now, the 
tennis world continues to 
hold out hope—just as Ve-
nus does—that she may one 
day reconsider.

Haaland Smashes Record, Becomes Fastest to 
100 Premier League Goals

Erling Haaland has re-
written Premier League 
history yet again, becom-
ing the fastest player to 

reach 100 goals in the com-
petition. The Manchester 
City striker achieved the 
milestone in just 111 ap-

pearances, surpassing Alan 
Shearer’s long-standing re-
cord of  124 games. The 
landmark moment came 

during City’s thrilling 5-4 
w i n  ove r  F u l h a m  o n 
Tuesday.

Haaland struck in the 
17th minute with trade-
mark precision. Latching 
onto a sharp cross from Jer-
emy Doku, the Norwegian 
fired a first-time left-footed 
shot past the Fulham goal-
keeper, sending the away 
fans into a frenzy. The goal 
not only placed him in the 
Premier League record 
books but also set the tone 
for what became one of  the 
most dramatic matches of  
the season.

Manchester City and Ful-
ham exchanged goals in a 
high-octane contest that 
saw nine goals distributed 
across the 90 minutes. De-
spite Fulham’s resilient at-
tacking display, City’s fire-
power ultimately proved 
too strong. Haaland’s early 
strike added to an already 
sensational goalscoring ré-
sumé, one that has seen 
him dominate English foot-
ball since his arrival from 
Borussia Dortmund.

Reaching the 100-goal 
mark in such a short span 

highlights Haaland’s ex-
traordinary consistency 
and his unmatched ability 
to find the net. His scoring 
rate has placed him among 
the most lethal forwards in 
modern football, and his 
latest record reinforces his 
growing legacy in the Pre-
mier League.

Alan Shearer,  whose 
benchmark stood for dec-
ades, had long been consid-
ered untouchable. Yet Haal-
and’s relentless scoring 
spree has shattered that no-
tion, redefining expecta-
tions for strikers in the 
league. With several years 
ahead of  him, the 25-year-
old is now on track to chal-
lenge more long-standing 
records, including Shear-
er’s all-time tally of  260 
goals.

As Manchester City con-
tinue their pursuit of  do-
mestic and European suc-
cess, Haaland’s historic 
achievement stands as a 
defining moment of  the 
2025 season—one that may 
signal the beginning of  an 
era dominated by the Nor-
wegian powerhouse.

Shubman Gill Set to Return as Vice-Captain for 
T20I Series vs South Africa

Shubman Gill has been 
declared fit and will return 
to India’s T20I setup as 
vice-captain for the upcom-
ing  f ive -match  series 
against South Africa, be-
ginning December 9 in Cut-
tack. A senior BCCI source 
on Wednesday confirmed 
that the star batter has ful-
ly recovered from the neck 
injury that forced him out 
of  the ongoing ODI series.

Gill, who leads India in 
Tests and ODIs, sustained 
the injury during the open-
ing Test against the Pro-
teas in Kolkata. The set-
back ruled him out of  the 
second Test in Guwahati as 
well as the subsequent ODI 
leg of  the tour. His return 
is expected to provide sta-
bility to India’s top order in 
the shortest format.

“Gill has recovered fully 
and will be back as vice-
captain,” the BCCI source 
said, adding that the full 
squad for the T20Is will be 
announced later in the day. 
Suryakumar Yadav will 
continue as India’s regular 
T20I captain.

The series holds signifi-
cance with the T20 World 
Cup cycle in view, and 
Gill’s comeback will be 
closely watched as India 
begins shaping a long-term 

core.  His recent for m 
across formats has made 
him one of  India’s most de-
pendable batters, and his 
leadership presence is ex-
pected to benefit the young 
squad.

Meanwhile, the BCCI 

source dismissed growing 
speculation of  a proposed 
meeting between board of-
ficials, senior players Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
and head coach Gautam 
Gambhir amid rumours of  
dressing-room tension. “No 

meeting will take place 
mid-series. We will see 
what’s to be done once the 
s e r i e s  i s  o v e r, ”  h e 
clarified.

India recently suffered a 
0-2 defeat in the Test series 
against South Africa, plac-

ing added importance on 
the limited-overs leg to re-
gain momentum. The up-
coming T20Is will offer In-
dia an opportunity to 
bounce back while inte-
grating key players return-
ing from injury.

Chennai Super Warriors 
Stay Unbeaten

Day 2 of  the Indian Pickleball 
League delivered high-intensity 
action, dramatic momentum 
swings and a dash of  celebrity 
glamour. Chennai Super Warri-
ors continued their dominant 
run with a 4-2 victory over Hy-
derabad Royals, while Capital 
Warriors Gurgaon edged Ben-
galuru Blasters in a nail-biting 
Grand Rally to secure their first 
win of  the season. Earlier, Luc-
know Leopards staged a spirited 
comeback to earn a 3-3 draw 
against Mumbai Smashers.

The league, India’s only offi-
cial pickleball tournament sanc-
tioned by the Indian Pickleball 
Association under the Ministry 
of  Youth Affairs & Sports, wit-
nessed star presence from actors 
Sonam Bajwa and Nitanshi Goel, 
adding sparkle to an already 
electric night.

The top-billed clash between 
unbeaten sides Hyderabad Roy-
als and Chennai Super Warriors 
lived up to expectations. Divyan-
shu Kataria started strong for 
Hyderabad, leading 14-11 in the 
opener before Mitch Hargreaves 
staged a stunning turnaround to 
take it 15-14. Chennai’s momen-
tum carried into the men’s dou-
bles, where Hargreaves and 

Harsh Mehta fought off  Kataria 
and Ben Newell 15-13 in a thrill-
ing kitchen-line battle. Roos van 
Reek then stamped her authority 
with a 15-7 win over Megan 
Fudge in the women’s singles 
and later combined with Aaliya 
Ebrahim to seal the women’s 
doubles 15-11.

Hyderabad salvaged the Grand 
Rally 21-16, but it wasn’t enough 
to stop Chennai from extending 
their perfect streak. Van Reek 
and Kataria were named Players 
of  the Tie.

The second contest of  the 
night saw Lucknow Leopards 
and Mumbai Smashers deliver 
one of  the season’s most grip-
ping encounters. DUPR World 
No. 3 Quang Duong opened with 
a decisive 15-8 win, but Lucknow 
responded through Ryler De-
Heart and Himansh Mehta in the 
men’s doubles. Allison Harris 
clinched a golden-point victory 
in the women’s singles, and 
Mumbai took a 3-1 lead with a 
rare sisters’ showdown featuring 
Pearl and Naomi Amalsadiwala. 
However, Lucknow stormed back 
in the Grand Rally, winning 21-15 
and forcing a dramatic 3-3 draw. 
Duong and Harris were named 
Players of  the Tie.

Subplots Shine in India’s 
Commanding Ranchi ODI 

Win

India’s convincing victory 
over South Africa in the Ranchi 
ODI offered more than statistics 
or scorecard highlights. It re-
vealed the emotional undertow 
within a team emerging from a 
difficult phase, turning the 
match into a study of  body lan-
guage, unspoken assertions, and 
s u b t l e  r e s p o n s e s  u n d e r 
pressure.

The win itself  was emphatic, 
but two quiet moments on the 
field spoke louder than the final 
margin. The first came when Ro-
hit Sharma reached his half-cen-
tury. Standing at the non-strik-
er’s end, Virat Kohli glanced 
toward the dressing room with a 
sharpness that seemed to carry 
months of  speculation, criti-
cism, and boardroom chatter. In 
that split-second look, observers 
sensed a message—one shaped 
by recent debates over leader-
ship and selection. It felt like a 
silent rebuttal to those who 
doubted the experienced core of  
the side.

The second moment unfolded 
when Kohli completed his 52nd 
ODI century,  a  milestone 

achieved with grit as India re-
built their rhythm after recent 
setbacks. Rohit’s applause was 
soft, almost tender—far from the 
fiery celebrations often associ-
ated with international cricket. 
It carried the warmth of  camara-
derie and the reassurance of  two 
senior players who have weath-
ered storms together. His gesture 
seemed to recognise not just the 
hundred, but the emotional 
weight behind it.

These reactions reflected a 
team still healing from a bruis-
ing Test-series defeat and navi-
gating decisions that sidelined 
senior figures at critical junc-
tures. Such choices, made in 
closed meeting rooms, face their 
real test under stadium lights—
where pressure strips emotions 
down to their rawest form.

In Ranchi, India’s victory re-
stored confidence, but the silent 
exchanges between its leaders 
revealed deeper truths. They 
highlighted a group determined 
to reclaim control of  its narra-
tive through performance, unity, 
and unwavering resolve—both 
expressed and unspoken.

Gurgaon Registers First Win in IPL Day 2 Thriller
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Thiruveer–Aishwarya Rajesh Film Titled ‘Oh..! Sukumari’
Actor  T hir uveer, 

w h o  r e c e n t l y  i m -
p re s s e d  a u d i e n c e s 
with The Great Pre 
We d d i n g  S h o w,  i s 
c o n t i n u i n g  h i s 
strong run with a se-
ries of  new projects. 
Among them, his up-
coming film with ac-
c l a i m e d  a c t r e s s 
A i s h w a r ya  R a j e s h 
has been generating 
considerable  buzz . 
Announced  in  No-
vember 2025, the film 
has now returned to 
the spotlight as the 
makers officially re-
vealed its title: Oh..! 
Sukumari.

The project marks 
the directorial debut 
of  Bharat Dharshan 
a n d  i s  b e i n g  p r o -
duced by Maheswara 
Reddy Mooli  under 
the  Gang aa Enter-
t a i n m e n t s  b a n n e r. 
Significantly,  Oh.. ! 
Sukumari  is  being 
positioned as a true 
p a n - I n d i a n  f i l m , 
marking Thiruveer’s 
first entry into large-

scale nationwide re-
l e a s e s .  Wi t h  b o t h 
lead actors  known 
f o r  t h e i r  p e r f o r -
mance-driven roles, 
the pairing has al -
ready sparked strong 
curiosity among fans 
a n d  i n d u s t r y 
observers.

Billed as a whole-
some family enter-
t a i n e r,  t h e  f i l m ’ s 
first-look poster has 
succeeded in raising 
e x p e c t a t i o n s .  T h e 
visuals hint at a col-
ourful and engaging 
n a r r a t ive,  t h o u g h 
the makers are keep-
ing plot details un-
der wraps for now. 
A s  T h i r u v e e r  e x -
pands his horizons 
beyond regional cin-
ema, this project is 
seen as a crucial step 
i n  h i s  c a r e e r 
progression.

The production is 
c u r r e n t l y  m o v i n g 
a h e a d  at  a  s t e a dy 
pace. Cinematogra-
pher CH Kushendar 
is crafting the film’s 

visual palette, while 
Bharath Manchiraju 
is composing the mu-
s i c.  T h e  t e ch n i c a l 
t e a m ,  c o m b i n i n g 
fresh talent with ex-
perienced hands, is 

expected to  play a 
major role in shap-
ing the film’s pan-In-
dian appeal.

With shooting un-
derway and key crea-
t i v e  e l e m e n t s  i n 

place,  the team be-
hind Oh..! Sukumari 
i s  g e a r i n g  u p  t o 
share more updates 
in the coming weeks. 
A s  a n t i c i p a t i o n 
grows, fans of  both 

Thiruveer and Aish-
warya Rajesh are ea-
gerly waiting to see 
h o w  t h i s  v i b r a n t 
f amily  enter tainer 
unfolds on a national 
scale.

Karthi’s “Annagaru Vostaru” Locks December 
12 Release, ‘Annagaru’ Lyrical Song Out Now

‘Irumudi’ Tipped as Title for Ravi Teja’s Upcoming 
Thriller

Dil Raju’s Team Dismisses 
Rumours

Producer Dil Raju and his 
banner Sri Venkateswara Cre-
ations have issued an official 
clarification addressing the re-
cent wave of  rumours sur-
rounding their upcoming pro-
jects.  According to  the 
statement, several speculative 
reports circulating across me-
dia and social platforms are 
entirely baseless and do not re-
flect the studio’s current plans.

The team noted that outdat-
ed and unrelated reports are 
being linked to their ongoing 
developments, resulting in 
misinformation being present-
ed as fact. Stressing the need 
for accuracy, they stated that 
these rumours have been 
“blown out of  proportion,” cre-
ating confusion among audi-
ences and industry trackers.

Setting the record straight, 
the production house con-
firmed that they are actively 
developing a film featuring Ak-
shay Kumar in the lead role. 
The project will be directed by 
Anees Bazmee, known for his 
successful commercial enter-
tainers. At present, the film is 
in the pre-production stage, 
with work progressing steadi-

ly behind the scenes. The mak-
ers assured that authentic up-
dates, including cast and crew 
details, will be shared at the 
appropriate time through offi-
cial channels.

In their message, the team 
appealed to media profession-
als and social media platforms 
to avoid drawing premature 
conclusions. They emphasized 
the importance of  verifying in-
formation before publication 
and urged everyone to refrain 
from circulating unconfirmed 
or speculative content.

Sri Venkateswara Creations 
reiterated that they value the 
support of  the media and audi-
ences and will continue to 
maintain transparency re-
garding their projects. Until 
then, they request patience 
and responsible reporting, not-
ing that only information re-
leased directly by the produc-
tion house should be regarded 
as official.

With the Akshay Kumar–An-
ees Bazmee collaboration now 
formally acknowledged, fans 
can look forward to further an-
nouncements once pre-produc-
tion advances.

Mohanlal Joins ‘Jailer 2’ 
After Wrapping 

Drishyam 3

Mollywood superstar Mo-
hanlal continues his packed 
schedule in 2025, keeping fans 
engaged with back-to-back up-
dates. After completing the 
much-awaited Drishyam 3, the 
actor has already shifted focus 
to his next major project—Jail-
er 2, the sequel to the block-
buster Rajinikanth starrer 
Jailer.

The veteran actor reportedly 
flew to Chennai earlier this 
week to join the film’s shoot, 
which is progressing at a brisk 
pace under the direction of  
Nelson Dilipkumar. Mohanlal 
reprises his popular role as 
Mathew, a character that left a 
strong impact in the first film. 
This time, insiders suggest 
that his character will have 
significantly more screen time 
and narrative weight, making 
his presence one of  the key 
highlights of  the sequel.

Fans are eagerly waiting for 
glimpses of  Mohanlal and Ra-
jinikanth sharing screen space 
once again—a combination 
that created massive hype ear-
lier. With both legends cur-
rently on set, expectations 

a r o u n d  J a i l e r  2  h av e 
skyrocketed.

The film is being produced 
by Sun Pictures, known for 
mounting high-budget com-
mercial entertainers. Music 
sensation Anirudh Ravichan-
der retur ns to score the 
soundtrack, adding further ex-
citement given his chart-top-
ping work in the first install-
ment. The cast also includes 
Ramya Krishnan, Mirnaa 
Menon, Vinayakan, and sev-
eral other prominent actors, 
promising a star-studded 
narrative.

Jailer 2 is slated for a June 
2026 theatrical release, posi-
tioning itself  as one of  the big-
gest pan-Indian films to look 
forward to next year. With Mo-
hanlal now officially on set 
and the team ramping up pro-
duction, more updates and 
first-look reveals are expected 
soon.

As two of  Indian cinema’s 
most iconic performers reu-
nite, audiences across the 
country are eagerly anticipat-
ing what promises to be a pow-
erful, action-packed sequel.
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The highly-anticipat-
ed Tamil film “Va 
Vaathiyaar” is coming 
to Telugu audiences 
under the title “Anna-
garu Vostaru.” The 
makers officially an-
nounced the release 
date today, confirming 
that the film will hit 
theatres worldwide on 
December 12. The film 
is produced by K.E. 
Gnanavel Raja under 
the prestigious Studio 
Green banner and is di-
rected by Nalan Ku-
marasamy, known for 
his unique blend of  ac-
tion and comedy. Krithi 
Shetty plays the female 
lead.

Along with the re-
lease-date announce-
ment, the team also 
launched the ‘Annaga-
ru’ lyrical song today. 
Composed by Santhosh 
Narayanan with a 
chart-buster vibe, the 
song features catchy 
lyrics by Rakendu 
Mouli. S.P. Abhishek 
and Haripriya have 
rendered the track 
with high energy. The 
lyrics “Annagaru, An-
nagaru… already I’m a 
rich kid; I’ve planned a 
pan-India movie;  I 
even called Rajamouli 
to direct my biopic…”  
paired with colourful, 
vibrant visuals, make 

the song instantly 
engaging.

Recently, blockbuster 
director Anil Ravipudi 
launched the teaser of  
“Annagaru Vostaru,” 
which has received an 
ove r w h e l m i n g  r e -

sponse. With the strong 
impact created by the 
promotional content so 
far, expectations are 
high that this film will 
become another major 
blockbuster in Karthi’s 
career.

Cast:
K a r t h i ,  K r i t h i 

S h e t t y,  S a t hya r a j , 
M a d h u r r  M i t t a l , 
A n a n d  R a j ,  R a j 
Kiran, Shilpa Manju-
nath, Karunakaran, 
and others.

Technical Crew:
Cinematography – 

George C. Williams
E d i t i n g  –  Ve t r e 

Krishnan
Music – Santhosh 

Narayanan
PRO – GSK Media 

(Suresh & Srinivas)
B a n n e r  –  S t u d i o 

Green
P r o d u c e r  –  K . E . 

Gnanavel Raja
Wr i t e r  &  D i r e c -

t o r  –  N a l a n 
Ku m a r a s a m y

Tollywood star Ravi 
Teja, who is awaiting 
the Sankranthi 2026 
release of  his family 
entertainer Bhartha 
Mahasayulaki Wign-
yapthi, is simultane-
ously working on an-
o t h e r  h i g h l y 
anticipated project. 
Directed by Shiva Nir-
vana, the film is said 
to be a thriller and is 
also targeting a 2026 
release. While the plot 
details remain closely 
guarded, the movie 
has already begun gen-
erating buzz due to ru-
mours surrounding its 
title and casting.

According to indus-
try reports, the mak-
ers are seriously con-
sidering ‘Irumudi’ as a 
potential title. The 
term, associated with 
devotion and determi-
nation, is seen as a 
strong thematic fit for 
the film’s narrative. 
Early rumours suggest 
that the story revolves 
around a father who 
goes to extraordinary 

lengths to protect his 
daughter—an emo-
tional core that could 
give Ravi Teja ample 
scope for an intense 
performance.

Meanwhile, specula-
tion is rife about the 
female lead. Recent 
whispers in the indus-
try indicate that ac-
tress Priya Bhavani 

Shankar may have 
been roped in for the 
role.  However,  the 
team has not issued 
any official announce-
ment yet, and fans are 

e a g e r l y  a w a i t i n g 
confirmation.

R av i  Te j a ,  w h o 
wrapped up shooting 
for Bhartha Mahasay-
ulaki Wignyapthi and 

is now fully engaged 
with this new project, 
appears to be heading 
into one of  the busiest 
phases of  his career. 
With Shiva Nirvana at 
the helm, expectations 
are high, given his 
reputation for blend-
ing strong emotions 
w i t h  e n g a g i n g 
storytelling.

The film is being 
produced by Mythri 
Movie Makers, one of  
Tollywood’s most suc-
cessful  production 
h o u s e s  i n  r e c e n t 
years. Music is expect-
ed to be composed by 
Ajaneesh Loknath, 
whose work has been 
d r aw i n g  at t e n t i o n 
across industries.

A s  d i s c u s s i o n s 
around the title inten-
sify, an official an-
nouncement from the 
makers is anticipated 
soon. Fans of  Ravi 
Teja  are  watching 
closely,  hoping for 
clarity on Irumudi and 
more updates on this 
promising thriller.

 Confirms Akshay Kumar–Anees Bazmee Project


