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TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17

V ijayawada: The 
Andhra Pradesh 
High Court has di-
rected the Tiruma-

la Tirupati Devasthan-
ams (TTD) to explore the 
use of  advanced machin-
ery and artificial intelli-
gence for the counting of  
Hundi collections at the 
Parakamani in Tiruma-
la. The court emphasized 
that the manual system 
presently in place re-
quires modernization to 
ensure transparency, ef-
ficiency, and the protec-
tion of  devotees’ senti 
ment.

 A single-judge bench 
headed by Justice G. 
Ramakrishna Prasad 
made the observation 
while hearing a petition 
concerning irregulari-

ties and human rights 
concerns in the counting 
process. During Tues-
day’s hearing, the court 
took serious note of  re-
ports that some workers 
involved in Hundi count-
ing were allegedly made 
to undress down to their 
undergarments before 
entering the counting 
area in the name of  secu-
rity checks. Justice Pras-
ad remarked that such 
practices were inappro-
priate and violated hu-
man dignity.The court 
observed that while en-
suring security and ac-
countability in the cou 
nting of  devotees’ offer-
ings is crucial, the meth-
ods adopted must not in-
fringe upon basic human 
rights. 

It suggested that tech-
nological solutions such 
as automated counting 
systems, AI-based sur-

veillance, and digital 
tracking mechanisms 
could replace outdated 
manual verification pro-
cesses.Justice Prasad 
further stated that any 
theft or misappropria-
tion of  offerings made by 
devotees to Lord Ven-
kateswara would deeply 
hurt public sentiment. 
He stressed the need to 
make the Hundi manage-
ment mechanism “fool-
proof  and transparent,” 
urging TTD authorities 
to implement modern 
equipment and artificial 
intelligence tools to min-
imize human involv 
ement.

The High Court also 
instructed TTD officials 
to submit a detailed re-
port outlining measures 
taken so far toward auto-
mation of  the counting 
process and steps pro-
posed for future improve-

ments. It underlined the 
importance of  maintain-
ing the sacredness of  the 
Parakamani while bal-
ancing it with technolog-
ical efficiency and em-
ployee dignity.

The court’s remarks 
come amid growing calls 
from devotees and social 
activists to increase 
transparency in the 
TTD’s financial handling 
and adopt digital solu-
tions to manage the mas-
sive sums of  money, gold, 
and other valuables do-
nated daily. 

TTD is one of  the 
world’s richest religious 
institutions, with its 
Hundi collections run-
ning into hundreds of  
crores annually.The case 
will be taken up for fur-
ther hearing after the 
submission of  TTD’s 
compliance and progress 
report.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17, 2025

Speculation is 
intensifying in 
political cir-
cles over a pos-

sible reshuffle of  the 
Andhra Pradesh Cabi-
net after the upcoming 
Pongal festival. Accord-
ing to party insiders 
and political observers, 
the ruling alliance is 
considering expanding 
and reorganizing the 
Cabinet nearly one and 
a half  years into its 
term, with changes 
aimed at improving 
governance and ad-
dressing performance 
concerns.

While no official con-
fir mation has been 
made, strong buzz sug-
gests that at least four 
ministers may be re-
placed as part of  the re-
shuffle. Sources indi-
cate that the leadership 
is closely reviewing the 
performance of  minis-
ters and assessing alle-
gations linked to cer-
t a i n  d e p a r t m e n t s. 
Ministers facing criti-
cism over inefficiency, 
administrative lapses, 
or controversies are re-
p o r t e d l y  u n d e r 
scrutiny.

The proposed reshuf-
fle is being viewed as a 
strategic move by the 
alliance to strengthen 
its public image and re-
spond to feedback from 
party workers and the 

general public. Political 
analysts say such mid-
term Cabinet changes 
are often used to cor-
rect course and ensure 
better delivery of  gov-
ernance ahead of  fu-
t u r e  e l e c t o r a l 
challenges.

Discussions within 
the alliance reportedly 
focus on balancing per-
formance, regional rep-
resentation, and social 
equations. Party leader-
ship is said to be keen 
on sending a strong 
message that accounta-
bility will be enforced 
and that non-perfor-
mance will not be toler-
ated, regardless of  
seniority.

One aspect of  the re-
shuffle that has drawn 
particular attention is 
the  possibi l i ty  o f  
chang es  involving 
women ministers. Ac-
cording to the buzz, 
some women ministers 
are among those whose 
performance is under 
review. If  they are re-
placed, there is a strong 
likelihood that new 
women le gis lators 
could be inducted into 
the Cabinet, ensuring 
continued representa-
tion of  women in the 
government.

This has sparked dis-
cussions within politi-
cal and social circles 
about the importance 
of  women’s leadership 
and the opportunity to 
bring fresh faces into 
the Cabinet. Several 

women MLAs are re-
portedly being consid-
ered for ministerial 
berths, though party 
leaders have remained 
tight-lipped on specific 
names.

Meanwhile, aspir-
ants for Cabinet posi-
tions have become in-
c r e a s i n g l y  a c t ive, 
holding meetings with 
senior leaders and 
strengthening their 
presence in their re-
spective constituencies. 
Party workers say the 
uncertainty has led to 

heightened political ac-
tivity across districts, 
with leaders trying to 
showcase their perfor-
mance and loyalty to 
the alliance.

Opposition parties, 
meanwhile, have seized 
upon the buzz to criti-
cize the government, 
claiming that the pro-
posed reshuffle reflects 
internal dissatisfaction 
and governance fail-
ures. The ruling alli-
ance, however, main-
tains that any decision 
will be taken in the in-

terest of  effective ad-
ministration and public 
welfare.

As Pongal approach-
es, anticipation contin-
ues to build over wheth-
er the reshuffle will 
indeed take place and 
who will emerge as new 
faces in the Cabinet. 
Until an official an-
nouncement is made, 
political observers ex-
pect speculation to con-
tinue, keeping Andhra 
Pradesh’s political 
landscape abuzz with 
anticipation.

Buzz Grows Over Possible Cabinet Reshuffle After Pongal

Four Ministers May Be Replaced..?

AI, Machinery Use Urged for Hundi 
Counting at TTD: Andhra Pradesh High 

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17

A maravati: An 
dhra  Pradesh 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Na 

idu has reiterated that 
medical colleges being 
established under the 
Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model will 
continue to operate as 
government institu-
tions. Speaking during 
the fifth Collectors’ Co 
nference held in Am-
aravati, the Chief  Min-
ister addressed con-
cerns voiced by some 
groups alleging privat-
ization of  these colleg-
es.Naidu made it clear 
that the government 
retains full control 
over the functioning, 
regulations, and ad-
missions in these insti-
tutions. “Even though 
the construction and 
operation are through 
PPP, they are complete-
ly government medical 
colleges,” he affirmed. 

He also stated that 70 
percent of  the medical 
services in these insti-
tutions would be ren-
dered under the NTR 
Health Services Sche 
me and that the num-
ber of  available seats 
has increased accord-
ingly. The Chief  Minis-
ter rebuked critics for 
spreading “false propa-
ganda” about privati-
zation and emphasized 

that the PPP model 
would enhance service 
quality and efficiency. 
Drawing a comparison, 
he mentioned that the 
central government 
also undertakes sever-
al projects under the 
PPP mode.

Chandrababu Naidu 
also took a dig at the 
previous YSRCP gov-
ernment for what he 
described as “wasteful 
expenditure,” citing 
the construction of  the 
Rs. 500-crore Rushikon-
d a  P a l a c e  i n  Vi -
sakhapatnam. “That 
money could have built 
two new medical col-
leges. Instead, the pal-
ace has turned into a 
white elephant,” he re-
marked. On the state’s 
f inancial  refor ms, 

Naidu explained that 
the present govern-
ment is rescheduling 
debts under short, me-
dium, and long-term 
strategies to restore 
economic discipline. 
He criticized the previ-
ous administration for 
borrowing at exorbi-
tant interest rates of  
up to 14 percent and 
leaving the treasury 
unable to pay salaries.

During the confer-
ence, the Chief  Minis-
ter stressed the need 
for meaningful discus-
sions and continuous 
learning among offi-
cials and public repre-
sentatives. “Everyone 
should be a lifelong 
learner,” he said, call-
ing for data-driven gov-
ernance and accounta-

bility.Highlighting a 
recent accomplish-
ment, Naidu proudly 
stated that 5,757 new 
constables have been 
appointed. He recount-
ed how a newly ap-
pointed constable re-
quested a road for his 
village, prompting im-
mediate sanction of  �. 
3 .90 crore for the 
project.

The Chief  Minister 
also lauded Deputy 
Chief  Minister and 
Minister Nara Lokesh 
for securing the Google 
Data Center for Vi-
sakhapatnam and em-
phasized the need for 
all departments to 
transition to online file 
management for great-
er transparency and 
efficiency.

Amaravati:

A ndhra Pradesh 
Health Minister 
S a t y a  Ku m a r 
strongly criti-

cized YSR Congress 
Party President Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy 
and his party leaders 
for launching an agita-
tion under the banner 
of  “One Crore Signa-
tures” opposing the op-
eration of  medical col-
l e g e s  u n d e r  t h e 
Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model. 

Speaking to the me-
dia at the Secretariat 
on Tuesday, the minis-
ter said that the YSRCP 
leadership appears to 
have little understand-
ing of  the difference 
between privatization 
and PPP ar range-
ments.Satya Kumar 
pointed out that Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, who ear-
lier announced that his 
party would approach 
the courts on this is-
sue, should stand firm 
on that statement if  he 
truly believes in his 
claims. “During Jag-
an’s own tenure, many 
ports were handed over 
under the PPP model. 

The 104 and 108 
emergency services, 
cath labs, and diagnos-
tic centers were also 
run under similar ar-
rangements. So why 
the objection now?” he 
asked.Taking a dig at 
the YSR Congress, the 
minister said it was 
ironic that those who 
had enacted laws like 

SEZ, Land Titling Act, 
and Freehold allegedly 
transferring thousands 
of  acres of  land — 
were now pretending 
t o  o p p o s e  P P P 
initiatives. 

“Their campaign for 
one crore signatures is 
turning farcical, as 
their own workers are 
complaining they are 
struggling to complete 
the task despite using 
both hands for sign-
ing,” he quipped. Clari-
fying misconceptions 
about the gover n-
ment’s PPP approach, 
Satya Kumar explained 
that the ownership of  
land and assets would 
remain entirely with 
the government. “Pri-
vate entities will only 
handle operations and 
management. They 
cannot mortgage gov-
ernment land or assets 
to obtain loans,” he 
clarified. 

“The model will ac-
tually increase the 
number of  seats for 
medical students and 
improve healthcare ac-
cess, with better facili-
ties and trained profes-
sionals,” he asserted.
Criticizing the previ-
ous government fur-
ther, Satya Kumar al-
l e g e d  t h a t  J a g a n 
Mohan Reddy had shut 
down the Chennur sug-
ar factory in his own 
district and closed cer-
tain cement industries, 
only to later establish 
his own ventures on 
those very sites. 

“Such people have no 
moral authority to 

speak about public-pri-
vate initiatives,” he 
lashed out.The minis-
ter also revealed that 
Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu is 
examining the possibil-
ity of  introducing a 
‘Right to Health’ law in 
Andhra Pradesh a sig-
nificant step toward 
ensuring equitable 
healthcare for every 
citizen. Following a 
comprehensive review 
meeting on the Health 
Department chaired by 
the Chief  Minister, 
Satya Kumar briefed 
reporters on several 
initiatives underway. 

Under the ‘Sanjeeva-
n i  P i l o t  P r o j e c t ’ 
launched in Kuppam, 
around 90,000 people 
are being medically ex-
amined every three 
months to map their 
health conditions and 
detect potential issues 
early. He noted that 
scrub typhus, a vector-
bor ne disease, has 
been prevalent for 
many years in the 
state. 

Of  the tens of  thou-
sands of  tests conduct-
ed this year, 1,600 have 
returned positive, he 
said.The minister add-
ed that discussions 
were also held with the 
Chief  Minister on en-
hancing mental health 
programs, expanding 
digital innovation in 
healthcare, and inte-
grating AI-based tools 
to deliver more effi-
cient and quality medi-
cal services to the peo-
ple of  Andhra Pradesh.

CM Chandrababu Clarifies on PPP 
Medical Colleges: “They Remain 

Government Institutions”

Health Minister Satya Kumar Defends 
PPP Model, Slams Jagan’s ‘One Crore 
Signatures’ Campaign
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Andhra Pradesh Sets National Benchmark in Sustainable 
Tourism with Energy-Efficient Global Technologies

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 15

Amaravati: Andhra 
Pradesh Home Minis-
ter Vangalapudi Ani-
tha announced that the 
coalition government 
has begun construct-
ing modern model po-
lice stations across the 
state, reaffirming its 
commitment to im-
proving police infra-
structure. Speaking at 
the program where 
Kalyanam Siva Srini-
vas (KK) assumed ch 
arge as Chairman of  
the AP Police Housing 
Corporation, Anitha 
said several model po-
lice stations had been 
built before 2019, but 
the previous YSR Con-
gress government ne-
glected these projects.

 The Home Minister 
recalled that she her-
self  was once arrested 
and kept in a model po-
lice station, highlight-
ing how the same in-
frastructure is now 
being expanded under 
the alliance govern-
ment. With the coali-
tion in power, she said, 
the administration is 

focusing on building 
new offices in the re-
cently formed districts 
where such facilities 
were lacking.Express-
ing gratitude to newly 
appointed Chairman 
Kalyanam Siva Srini-
vas, Anitha praised the 
corporation’s efforts 
under the leadership 
of  Managing Director 
Ravi Prakash and Gen-
eral Finance Manager 
Sitaramaraju. 

She said that under 
this leadership, several 
major construction 
projects valued at �509 
crore have already 
been taken up, includ-
ing facilities at Cher-
lapally, Visakhapat-
nam, the Octopus 
headquarters, and the 
Police Academy dur-
ing the previous united 
Andhra Pradesh era.
The minister revealed 
that projects worth �179 
crore are currently un-
derway and that �412 
crore will soon be uti-
lized for developing the 
Greyhounds infra-
structure. She suggest-
ed that �300 crore be al-
located for cons truc 
ting a new Andhra 

Pradesh Police Acade-
my and mentioned that 
projects amounting to 
�1,000 crore are ready 
for execution under 
the Police Housing 
Corporation.

Chairman Kalyan-
am Siva Srinivas than 
ked Chief  Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
and Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan for 
entrusting him with 
the role. He vowed to 
deliver results with 
dedication and com-
plete all ongoing pro-
jects within two years. 
Criticizing the previ-
ous YSRCP govern-
ment for halting police 
infrastructure develop-
ment, he said the cor-
poration now has pro-
jects worth over �1,200 
crore in the pipeline.

Managing Director 
Ravi Prakash added 
that the corporation 
has also initiated the 
construction of  30 new 
fire stations across the 
state this year and as-
sured that the organi-
zation will continue 
taking up major devel-
opment works with 
quality and efficiency.

Modern Model Police Stations 
to Be Constructed Across 

Andhra Pradesh: Home 
Minister Vangalapudi Anitha TPN Bureau | Decem-

ber 17
Vi j ayaw a d a :  T h e 

Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment’s cabinet sub-
committee held detailed 
discussions on Tuesday 
regarding the future 
use of  the Rushikonda 
complex in Visakhapat-
nam  a project that has 
remained controversial 
since its inception. The 
meeting, presided over 
by Finance Minister 
Payyavula Keshav, br 
ought together key offi-
cials including Tourism 
Minister Dola Bala 
Veeranjaneya Swamy, 
Tourism Special Chief  
Secretary Ajay Jain, 
Andhra Pradesh Tour-
ism Development Cor-
poration (APTDC) Man-
aging Director and AP 
Tourism Authority 
CEO Amrapali Kata.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the meeting, 
Finance Minister Kes-
hav said the multicrore 
project was originally 
conceptualized during 
the previous Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy adminis-
tration as a personal 
residence for the then 
Chief  Minister. “Public 
funds were heavily 

spent under the guise 
of  a tourism project, 
turning it into an un-
necessarily luxurious 
complex. This has re-
sulted in a massive bur-
den on the state excheq-
uer,” Keshav alleged.

According to offi-
cials, the sub-commit-
tee is currently review-
ing multiple proposals 
for the complex’s utili-
zation. Among the op-
tions under considera-

tion are converting the 
facility into a high-end 
tourism convention 
center, a government 
guest house for visiting 
dignitaries, or an inte-
grated tourism office 
and resort complex to 
promote coastal and 
eco-tourism in north-
ern Andhra Pradesh.

Tourism Minister 
Dola Bala Veeranjaneya 
Swamy emphasized 
that the government’s 

approach would focus 
on transparency and 
public benefit. “We 
want to ensure that the 
structure serves a legit-
imate public purpose 
and contributes to the 
state’s tourism poten-
tial,” he said. Tourism 
MD Amrapali Kata pre-
sented a detailed report 
outlining the site’s stra-
tegic advantages and 
possible revenue gen-
eration models. Offi-

cials noted that the 
complex’s scenic loca-
tion overlooking the 
Bay of  Bengal makes it 
an ideal venue for na-
tional and internation-
al tourism promotion 
activities.

The sub-committee is 
expected to submit its 
recommendations to 
Chief  Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu soon. 
Once finalized, the gov-
ernment will issue a 
formal notification on 
how the facility will be 
repurposed.The Rushi-
konda issue has been 
one of  the most keenly 
d e b a t e d  t o p i c s  i n 
Andhra Pradesh politi-
cal circles. 

While the previous 
YSRCP government de-
fended the project as 
part of  a broader tour-
ism development plan, 
the current administra-
tion argues that its con-
struction prioritized 
personal use over pub-
lic interest.As delibera-
tions continue, citizens 
and opposition leaders 
alike are watching 
closely to see how the 
Naidu-led government 
resolves one of  the 
state’s most high-profile 
controversies.

TPN Bureau | 17th De-
cember 2025

Vijayawada : In line 
with the Government of  
Indias Net Zero commit-
ments and sustainable 
development goals, the 
Government of  Andhra 
Pradesh has reaffirmed 
its resolve to transform 
the State into a global 
tourism hub, integrating 
sustainability, innova-
tion, and large-scale em-
ployment generation.

To achieve this vision, 
the Andhra Pradesh 
Tourism Department 
has adopted a compre-
hensive five-point strate-
gic roadmap aimed at 
long-term, inclusive, and 
environmentally respon-
sible growth. Attracting 
substantial national and 
global investments in 
tourism infrastructure

Adoption of  global 
technologies, particular-
ly in energy efficiency, 
with support from the 

Bureau of  Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE), Energy Ef-
ficiency Services Limit-
ed (EESL) under the 

Ministry of  Power, and 
the State Energy Conser-
vation Mission (SECM)

Strong focus on eco-

nomic growth and em-
ployment generation

Significant contribu-
tion to climate change 

mitigation, safeguarding 
the interests of  future 
generations. Extensive 
public and tourist par-
ticipation programs to 
ensure effective imple-
mentation of  the AP 
T o u r i s m  P o l i c y 
(2024–2029)

National Energy Conservation 
Week Recognition

Disclosing these devel-
opments, Honble Minis-
ter for Tourism, Shri 
Kandula Durgesh, stated 
that with the steadfast 
support of  Honble Chief  
Minister Shri N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, Andhra 
Pradesh has become the 
first State in India to en-
ter into a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
with central agencies 
such as EESL for the 
adoption of  global ener-
gy-efficiency technolo-
gies in the tourism sec-
tor.The MoU was signed 
during the CII Partner-
ship Summit held in Vi-

sakhapatnam, marking a 
significant milestone in 
providing cost-effective, 
high-quality services to 
tourists while enhancing 
the global brand image 
of  AP Tourism. As part 
of  this collaboration, 
EESL will undertake its 
largest pilot project in 
Andhra Pradesh at Ara-
ku, commencing in Jan-
uary 2026. The project 
will involve the design, 
installation, testing, and 
commissioning of  Air 
S o u rc e  H e at  P u m p 
(ASHP) systems for wa-
ter and space heating in 
tourism facilities.

Key highlights of the initia-
tive include:

50–70% annual energy 
savings, Reduction of  ap-
proximately 300 tonnes 
of  CO� emissions per 
year, System lifespan ex-
ceeding 15 years with 
low maintenance, Use of  
eco-friendly refriger-
ants, aligning with glob-

al sustainability stand-
ards.Emphasizing the 
Chief  Ministers vision, 
Special Chief  Secretary 
(Housing &Tourism), 
Shri Ajay Jain, stated 
that the government is 
committed to generating 
at least 25,000 employ-
ment opportunities for 
youth in the coming 
years through tourism-
led development. He add-
ed that equal focus is be-
ing laid  across  al l 
regions of  the State, with 
Visakhapatnam and Ara-
ku being positioned as 
global tourist destina-
tions, backed by major 
infrastructure upgrades 
and hospitality expan-
sion. Notably, one-third 
of  the 11,272 hotel rooms 
planned nationwide for 
2025–26 are coming up in 
Andhra Pradesh, reflect-
ing the growing confi-
dence of  investors in the 
States leadership and 
tourism potential.

On the occasion of  Na-
tional Energy Conserva-
tion Week (December 
14–20) and the NECA 
Awards 2025, conducted 
by the Bureau of  Energy 
Efficiency at the nation-
al level, the Honble Tour-
ism Minister, along with 
Shri Ajay Jain, released 
an EESL poster high-
l i g h t i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradeshs energy effi-
ciency initiatives.Ms. 
Amrapali Kata, Manag-
ing Director, Andhra 
Pradesh Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation 
(APTDC), assured that 
all key energy-efficient 
technologies covered un-
der the MoU will be im-
plemented in full. She 
described the initiative 
as a major milestone in 
delivering cost-effective, 
high-quality tourism ser-
vices and in improving 
the living standards of  
tourists, particularly in 
destinations like Araku.

Rushikonda Complex Utilization Sparks 
Intense Discussion in Cabinet Committee

Constable Recruitment Program Turns Eventful as CM 
Sanctions Road to Constable’s Village on the Spot

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 17

Amaravati: An inter-
esting and heartwarming 
incident took place dur-
ing the appointment let-
ter distribution ceremo-
ny for newly selected 
police constables in And 
hra Pradesh. Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu surprised everyon 
e by immediately approv-
ing a road project for a 
small tribal village after 
a heartfelt request from 
one of  the recruits.Lakey 
Baburao, a candidate 
from the Alluri Sitarama 
Raju district, was among 
those selected as a police 
constable. 

 While sharing his suc-
cess story on stage, 
Baburao took the oppor-
tunity to make a humble 
appeal to the Chief  Min-
ister. He requested the 
construction of  a long-
pending road to his re-
mote native village, Velu-
guratibanda, located in 

the G.K. Veedhi mandal 
of  the district.Moved by 
Baburao’s sincerity and 
the poor condition of  his 
village connectivity, the 
Chief  Minister immedi-
ately turned to Deputy 
Chief  Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, who was present 
on the stage, and entrust-
ed him with the responsi-
bility of  ensuring the 

road’s sanction and 
construction. 

Responding promptly, 
Pawan Kalyan directed 
district officials to pre-
pare a detailed estimate 
for the project during the 
same event.Acting with 
remarkable speed, the Al-
luri Sitarama Raju dis-
trict authorities prepared 
the estimates and sanc-

tioned �3.90 crore for the 
construction of  the road 
from Temmulabanda to 
Veluguratibanda. The 
district collector ap-
proved the project on the 
s p o t  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
directive.

Chief  Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu publicly 
announced the sanction 
during his speech, con-

gratulated Baburao, and 
appreciated Pawan Kaly-
an and the district ad-
ministration for their 
quick coordination. 
“This is how our govern-
ment wants to function 
listening directly to peo-
ple and resolving their is-
sues immediately,” the 
CM remarked to loud ap-
plause from the audience.
What started as a simple 
felicitation ceremony for 
newly appointed consta-
bles ended as a remarka-
ble display of  responsive 
governance. 

The Chief  Minister as-
sured that the road con-
struction work would be-
gin right away, marking 
an emotional moment for 
Baburao and his fellow 
villagers. The unique epi-
sode became the high-
light of  the day, symbol-
izing how people’s voices, 
when heard with sincer-
ity, can bring real change 
at the highest levels of  
government.
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TPN Bureau | December 17
East Godavari: Rajahmun-

dry MP Daggubati Purand es-
wari has appealed to Union 
Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari 
to speed up road development 
works connecting the Goda-
vari river basin areas in East 
Godavari district, ensuring 
completion before the 2027 Go-
davari Maha Pushkarams.

In her official communica-
tion to Minister Gadkari in 
New Delhi, Purandeswari 
highlighted the urgent need to 
augment connectivity across 
Godavari’s riverbank regions, 
which attract millions of  pil-
grims from across India dur-
ing the sacred Pushkar festi-
val. She emphasized that the 
expansion of  National High-
way (NH) 365BB under Pack-
age-2 would play a crucial role 
in improving accessibility and 
safety for pilgrims.The pro-

posed NH 365BB expansion 
covers two stretches from km 
26.000 to km 45.200 and from 
km 59.622 to km 86.700  with a 
total estimated cost of  ₹495 
crore recommended under the 
2025–26 annual plan. 

Around 25 km of  this project 
runs along the Akhanda Goda-
vari Right Bank (AGRB) be-
tween Pattisam and Kovvur, a 

stretch expected to experience 
heavy pilgrim traffic during 
the upcoming Maha Pushkar-
ams in July 2027.Purandeswari 
stated that the project has im-
mense spiritual and cultural 
significance since the Push-
karams take place once every 
12 years, drawing lakhs of  dev-
otees for holy river baths. 

 

She noted that better roads 
and improved infrastructure 
around the Godavari river are 
essential to ensure smooth 
movement and safety of  the 
large crowds expected.Recall-
ing the tragic stampede during 
the 2015 Godavari Maha Push-
karams, she urged the Minis-
try to treat the proposed ex-
pansion as a high-priority 

safety measure to prevent a 
recurrence of  such incidents. 

According to her, widening 
NH 365BB along the right bank 
would significantly ease con-
gestion and improve emergen-
cy response access.The MP 
further informed the Minister 
that the project’s Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) has already 
been prepared by a consultant 
and submitted to the Ministry. 
She appealed for its swift ap-
proval and the immediate co 
mmencement of  works so that 
the upgraded stretch can be 
commissioned well before the 
2027 Godavari Pushk arams.

Purandeswari expressed 
confidence that under Gadka-
ri’s dynamic leadership, the 
project would move forward 
expeditiously, bringing relief  
and convenience to thousands 
of  pilgrims and residents 
across East Godavari district.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17

Visakhapatnam, : 
The Andhra Pradesh 
Sadhu Parishad stro 
ngly condemned form 
er Chief  Minister Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy 
for describing the re-
cent Tirumala Par-
akamani theft case as a 
“minor issue,” calling 
his remarks “deeply 
hurtful to Hindu senti-
ments.” Addressing a 
press conference in Vi-
sakhapatnam on We 
dnesday, Sadhu Pari-
shad State President 
Sri Srinivasananda Sa 
raswati accused Jagan 
and leaders of  the YSR 
Congress Party (YS-
RCP) of  showing gross 
disrespect towards 
Hindu faith and temple 
traditions.

 “The way Jagan 
spoke about the Par-
akamani theft is intol-
erable. Does he think 
so lightly of  Lord Ven-
kateswara? His words 
have pierced the hearts 
of  devotees,” Saraswa-
ti Swamy thundered, 
expressing anguish 
over the former Chief  
Minister’s statement. 
He alleged that Jagan’s 
attitude reflected a con-
sistent pattern of  in-
sensitivity toward Hin-
du temples and instit 
utions. The Sadhu Par-
ishad leader further 
questioned whether 
YSRCP leaders ever 
stood up in defense of  
Hindu causes or tem-
ple protection during 
their five-year rule. 

“Whenever attacks 
or controversies sur-
rounded temples, the 
government remained 
silent. Their actions 
have repeatedly hurt 

the spiritual senti-
ments of  crores of  dev-
otees,” he alleged.Sar-
aswati Swamy recalled 
that the High Court it-
self  had earlier pulled 
up the state govern-
ment over its handling 
of  temple administra-
tion and religious mat-
ters. “Even after severe 
observations from the 
judiciary, Jagan seems 
not to have learnt any 
lesson,” he said. 

Stating that temples 
in Andhra Pradesh are 
not just places of  wor-
ship but also centers of  
deep cultural heritage, 
Swamy urged political 
leaders to refrain from 
making casual or dis-
missive remarks about 
such sensitive issues. 
“When speaking about 
Lord Venkateswara, 
one must do so with ut-
most devotion and rev-
erence. Words spoken 
carelessly can wound 
the faith of  millions,” 
he remarked.

The Sadhu Parishad 
demanded that Jagan 
immediately withdraw 
his comment and offer 
an apology to the devo-
tees of  Sri Venkate 
swara Swamy. They 
also called upon politi-
cal parties to respect 
religious institutions 
and protect their sanc-
tity irrespective of  par-
ty affiliation.

The remarks come 
amid an ongoing politi-
cal storm following re-
ports of  misappropria-
tion and theft from the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanam’s (TTD) 
Parakamani section, 
where offerings made 
by devotees are count-
ed and secured.

Lokesh Sets Roadmap for Reviving Andhra 
Pradesh Universities

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 17

VISAKHAPATNAM: E 
ducation Minister Nara 
Lokesh has outlined a 
comprehensive roadmap 
to revive the state’s high-
er education institu-
tions, stressing that re-
starting stalled faculty 
recruitments is the fore-
most step in strengthen-
ing the functioning of  
Andhra Pradesh’s gov-
ernment universities.
Speaking at a review 
meeting with vice-chan-
cellors and higher educa-
tion officials, Lokesh 
said that the government 
has made the revitaliza-
tion of  universities a top 
priority. He noted that 
university standards 
have steadily declined in 

recent years due to sys-
temic neglect, faculty 
shortages, and adminis-
trative lapses. 

 "We cannot restore 

quality or accountability 
without rebuilding aca-
demic leadership and 
filling key vacant posi-
tions," the minister re-

portedly told officials.
Lokesh revealed that the 
state government will 
shortly initiate recruit-
ment processes to fill 

long-pending academic 
and non-teaching posts 
in universities across 
Andhra Pradesh. He also 
emphasized the need for 

transparent and merit-
based selections to ensu 
re institutional inte 
grity. 

Simultaneously, he di-
rected officials to accel-
erate pending initiatives 
linked to the Rashtriya 
Uchchatar Shiksha Ab-
hiyan (RUSA) for im-
proving infrastructure, 
digital learning, and re-
search ecosystem devel-
opment.Further detail-
ing the roadmap, Lokesh 
said the government is 
keen to appoint dynamic 
and visionary vice-chan-
cellors to lead the trans-
formation agenda. He 
added that new criteria 
for VC appointments are 
being finalized to ensure 
merit-driven selections 
aligned with national 

higher education bench 
marks.

Addressing concerns 
about delayed central 
funding under RUSA, 
Lokesh confirmed that 
the state has cleared all 
necessary procedural re-
quirements and is await-
ing the release of  funds. 
He said accountability 
mechanisms will be 
strengthened to ensure 
optimized utilization of  
RUSA grants for enhanc-
ing laboratories, hostels, 
and digital classrooms.
The minister also hinted 
at initiating internal au-
dits into pending univer-
sity probes and irregu-
larities reported during 
previous  administr 
ations. 

“Higher education 

must reflect transparen-
cy and excellence. We 
will not hesitate to act on 
findings from pending 
investigations,” he re-
marked.Lokesh expres 
sed confidence that the 
combined approach of  
leadership reform, fac-
ulty recruitment, and in-
frastructure develop-
ment will help restore 
the academic credibility 
of  Andhra Pradesh’s 
universities. 

He reiterated that the 
revival of  state universi-
ties is central to the larg-
er vision of  creating a 
“ K n ow l e d g e - D r ive n 
Andhra Pradesh” sup-
ported by skilled human 
capital and world-class 
education standards.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 17

New Delhi: A high-lev-
el delegation of  the A 
ndhra Pradesh unit of  
the Bharatiya Janata Pa 
rty (BJP) met Union Ho 
me Minister Amit Shah 
in New Delhi on Wednes-
day to review ongoing 
political developments 
and government initia-
tives in the state. The 
meeting, which lasted 
for about 20 minutes, was 
attended by Union Min-
ister Bhupathi Raju Sri 
nivasa Varma, state BJP 
president P.V.N. Madhav, 
and state minister Satya 
Kumar Yadav.According 
to party sources, the le 
aders briefed Amit Shah 
about the implementa-
tion of  various Central 
government schemes 
and the progress of  par-
ty-organized programs 
across the state. 

 A major part of  the 
discussion focused on 
the “Atal Sandesh Yatra,” 
an outreach campaign 
aimed at strengthening 
BJP’s grassroots pres-
ence and public engage-
ment in Andhra Pradesh. 
The leaders explained 
the objectives, route 
map, and the enthusias-
tic response the yatra 
has been receiving in dif-
ferent districts.Interest-
ingly, the delegation also 
informed the Home Min-
ister that leaders from al-
liance partners the Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP) 
and the Jana Sena Party 
(JSP) have been actively 
taking part in the yatra. 
Shah reportedly expre 

ssed satisfaction over 
this development, calling 
it a positive sign for the 
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

He appreciated the 
spirit of  coordination 
among the coalition part-
ners and emphasized the 
need to maintain this 
unity to deliver effective 
governance and acceler-
ate the state’s develop-
ment.During the meet-
ing, the BJP leaders also 
presented a detailed re-
port on Andhra Prade 
sh’s current financial co 
ndition. They are said to 
have briefed Shah about 
the state’s growing fiscal 
stress, particularly is-
sues related to revenue 
deficit and spending 
priorities. 

The leaders conveyed 
concerns about the state 
government’s approach 

to resource management 
and welfare implementa-
tion, urging the Centre 
to review certain finan-
cial support mecha-
nisms. Insiders believe 
the meeting signals a re-
newed focus by the BJP’s 
central leadership on 
Andhra Pradesh’s politi-
cal and administrative 
affairs. 

With the general elec-
tions approaching, the 
BJP appears keen to 
strengthen coordination 
among NDA partners 
and reinforce its pres-
ence in the southern 
state. Sources indicated 
that Amit Shah advised 
the leaders to intensify 
public  eng agement, 
highlight Central schem 
es effectively, and ensure 
smooth coordination 
among party cadres at all 
levels.

MP Daggubati Purandeswari Urges Nitin Gadkari to Expedite 
Road Works Ahead of Godavari Pushkarams 2027

pemmasani Chandrasekhar Slams Ambati 
Rambabu for Remarks Against MLAs

BJP Leaders from Andhra Pradesh 
Meet Amit Shah, Discuss 
Governance and Party Activities

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 14

Guntur: Union Min-
ister Dr. Pemmasani 
Chandrasekhar expres 
sed strong displeasure 
over comments made 
by YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) leader Am-
bati Rambabu, cau-
tioning him against 
making disrespectful 
statements about elect-
ed representatives. Ad-
dressing the media 
during his visit to Gun-
tur district on Sunday, 
Dr. Chandrasekhar sa 
id it was inappropriate 
and indecent for Am-
bati to call Members of  
the Legislative Assem-
bly  (MLAs)  “dum 
mies.”

 The Union Minister 
noted that such re-
marks reflect a lack of  
political decorum and 
show that YSRCP lead-
ers continue to mimic 
the aggressive tone of  
their party high com-
mand. “It appears that 
Ambati is simply fol-
lowing Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s directives. I 
can understand the sit-
uation he is in,” Dr. Ch 
andrasekhar remark 
ed, adding that there 
was no need for him to 
respond to every com-
ment made by YSRCP 
leaders.

During his Guntur 
tour, Dr. Chandrase 
khar participated in 
several development 
pro g rams and re-
viewed ongoing infra-
structure works. Spea 
king about the pro-
posed Shankar Vilas 
railway overbridge, he 
said he would not in-
dulge in unnecessary 

political arguments 
like Ambati Rambabu 
but would instead fo-
cus on ensuring timely 
completion of  the pro-
ject. “The construction 
of  the railway over-
bridge will be complet-
ed within two years. 

We are already in 
discussions with con-
cerned agencies re-
garding the removal of  
the old bridge on the 
railway track,” he stat-
ed. The Union Minis-
ter further explained 
that dismantling an ex-
isting railway bridge is 
a technically complex 
and lengthy process, 
but the government is 
committed to resolving 
the issue efficiently. 

He assured that as 
soon as the new over-
bridge construction is 
finished, the remain-
ing portions of  the old 
bridge would be re-

moved.Dr. Chandra 
sekhar also addressed 
concerns of  residents 
and traders affected by 
the Shankar Vilas 
Center redevelopment 
project. He assured 
that compensation is 
being provided to those 
who incurred losses 
during the reconstruc-
tion. “Our aim is to en-
sure  development 
without causing undue 
hardship to the people. 
Every affected individ-
ual will be properly 
compensated,” he said.

Concluding his re-
m a rk s,  D r.  C h a n -
drasekhar urged politi-
cal leaders to maintain 
restraint in public dis-
course and focus on 
constructive dialogue. 
“Politics should be 
about service and pro-
gress, not insults and 
slander,” he emphas 
ized.

Sadhus lash out at Jagan 
for “minor theft” remark 
on Parakamani case



04 VIJAYAWADA, 18TH DECEMBER, 2025 www.truepointnews.com

VIJAYAWADA

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 17

Gudivada | Vijayawa-
da: A spirit of  gratitude 
and inspiration marked 
the 75th anniversary cel-
ebrations of  Akkineni 
Nageswara Rao (ANR) 
College in Gudivada on 
Tuesday, as noted actor 
Akkineni Nagarjuna in-
augurated the newly con-
structed RUSA building 
and announced a schol-
arship endowment of  ₹2 
crore on behalf  of  his 
family. The event cele-
brated the timeless con-
tribution of  his father, 
legendary actor Akki-
neni Nageswara Rao, to-
wards education and so-
cial upliftment.

 The grand event was 
attended by High Court 
Judge Justice Battu De-
vanand, former MP and 
academician Yarlagadda 
Lakshmi Prasad, MLAs 
Venigandla Ramu and 
Varna Kumar Raja, along 
with college faculty, stu-
dents, and alumni. The 
campus reverberated 
with cheers as Nagarju-
na arrived, with hun-
dreds of  students ex-
pressing their excitement 
and admiration.Address-

ing a massive gathering, 
Nagarjuna paid an emo-
tional tribute to his fa-
ther, recalling ANR’s 
deep affection for educa-
tion despite his limited 
formal schooling. 

“My father did not 
study much himself, but 
he devoted his life to 
helping thousands build 
bright futures through 
education,” Nagarjuna 
said. “In 1959, he donated 
₹1 lakh to this very col-
lege — an amount unim-
aginable at the time, 
when his film remunera-
tion was just around 

₹5,000. That act reflected 
his vision and his belief  
that education trans-
forms lives.”Nagarjuna 
emphasized that his fa-
ther’s generosity and val-
ues continue to inspire 
the family. Announcing a 
donation of  ₹2 crore for 
student scholarships, he 
stated, “People are not 
permanent, but the work 
we do lives forever. 

This contribution is in 
continuation of  my fa-
ther’s dream — to sup-
port young minds who 
will shape the future of  
our nation.”He also 

praised the alumni of  
ANR College, many of  
whom have gone on to oc-
cupy prominent roles 
across India and abroad, 
attributing their success 
to the strong educational 
foundation laid by his fa-
ther’s efforts. The actor 
lauded local MLA Veni-
gandla Ramu for his sup-
port of  the institution 
and urged him to contin-
ue aiding its develop 
ment. 

“I bow my head in grat-
itude for the love and af-
fection shown by the peo-
ple of  Gudivada every 

time I visit,” Nagarjuna 
said, drawing warm ap-
plause from the audi-
ence.In his speech, Jus-
tice Battu Devanand 
recalled his own days as 
a student of  ANR Col-
lege, noting that the insti-
tute stood as a model of  
visionary thinking and 
social  commitment. 
“This college was estab-
lished with a noble idea 
to educate and empower 
rural youth. For the past 
75 years, it has produced 
not just professionals but 
responsible citizens who 
serve our nation,” he 
said.

For mer MP Yarla-
gadda Lakshmi Prasad 
and other dignitaries 
commended the Akki-
neni family’s enduring 
contribution to educa-
tion and culture. The 
event concluded with 
MLA Venigandla Ramu 
felicitating Nagarjuna 
for his consistent sup-
port to the college and 
community. Students 
cheered exuberantly as 
Nagarjuna interacted 
with them, turning the 
campus into a festive cel-
ebration of  legacy, learn-
ing, and inspiration.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17

Vijayawada: In a ma-
j o r  b r e a k t h r o u g h 
against illegal narcot-
ics trade, the Krishna 
district police seized 
112 kilograms of  ganja 
(cannabis) at Ganna-
varam on Wednesday 
and arrested one per-
son in connection with 
the case. The operation 
is part of  the state gov-
er nment’s ongoing 
crackdown aimed at 
making Andhra Prad 
esh a drug-free state.

According to district 
police officials, the sei-
zure took place during 
routine vehicle checks 
conducted near the BB 
Gudem underpass in 
Gannavaram. Acting 
on suspicion, the po-
lice intercepted a vehi-
cle and found large 
packets of  ganja being 
transported illegally. 
The accused, identified 
as Deepak, a native of  
Pune in Maharashtra, 
was taken into custody 
on the spot.

Speaking to the me-
dia at the district po-
lice headquarters, Su-

perintendent of  Police 
(SP) Vidyasagar Naidu 
detailed the back-
ground of  the case. He 
stated that the accused 
had been smuggling 
ganja from other re-
gions and intended to 
distribute it in urban 
m a rke t s .  T h e  S P 
praised the alertness 
of  the police teams in-
volved and said their 
swift response prevent-
ed a large quantity of  
illegal drugs from 
reaching the black 
market.

“The Krishna dis-
trict police are con-
ducting continuous 
checks across major 
routes to curb canna-
bis smuggling. Our 
teams are determined 
to stop the movement 
of  contraband sub-
stances and ensure the 
strict enforcement of  
the law,” SP Vidyasa-
gar Naidu said. In a re-
lated development, the 
police also arrested 
five individuals in 
Penamaluru for alleg-
edly packing and pre-
paring ganja parcels 
for delivery. 

Authorities have ini-

tiated a deeper investi-
gation to uncover links 
between the arrested 
persons and any larger 
illegal trafficking net-
works operating in and 
outside the state.Offi-
cials said the confiscat-
ed ganja would be sent 
for forensic analysis, 
while the arrested sus-
pect is being interro-
gated to trace the sup-
ply chain. The Krishna 
district police have in-
tensified surveillance 
on key transport hubs, 
including highways 
connecting Andhra 
Pradesh to neighbor-
ing states like Odisha 
and Maharashtra re-
gions known for ganja 
trafficking routes.

Law enforcement 
agencies reiterated 
their commitment to 
eradicating the unlaw-
ful cannabis trade, urg-
ing citizens to report 
any suspicious activi-
ty. The latest seizure 
underscores the police 
department’s vigilance 
and the government’s 
continued efforts to 
maintain law and or-
der across Andhra 
Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | De-
cember 17

Vijayawada | JAN-
GAREDDYGUDEM,  – 
Bringing laurels to In-
dia and his hometown 
in Eluru district, bud-
ding para-swimmer 
Budigin Ravi Karthik 
has made the nation 
proud by winning six 
medals — including th 
ree gold and three sil-
ver — at the Asian Yo 
uth Para Games 2025, 
held in Dubai from De-
cember 10 to 14. The re-
markable achievement 
was formally announ 
ced on Wednesday at a 
press meet organized 
in Jangareddygudem 
by his father Budigin 
Nagendra, who expr 
essed immense pride in 
his son’s performance 
at the international 
stage. 

 According to Na-
gendra, Karthik’s suc-
cess marks not only a 
personal milestone but 
also a moment of  hon-
or for Andhra Pradesh 
and the entire Indian 
para-sports fraternity.
During the champion-
ship, Ravi Karthik de 

monstrated outstand-
ing skill and endur-
ance across multiple 
swimming categories. 
He clinched gold med-
als in the 100-meter 
breaststroke, 100-meter 
backstroke, and 200-me-
ter individual medley 
(IM) events, displaying 
superior technique and 
timing. 

In addition, he se-
cured silver medals in 
the 50-meter freestyle, 
100-meter freestyle, 
and 100-meter back-
stroke categories, mak-
ing him one of  India’s 
top medal winners at 
the event.Speaking on 
the occasion, Ravi Kar 
thik shared that his ul-
timate goal is to repre-
sent India at the 2028 
Olympics and bring 
home a gold medal for 
the country. He credit-
ed his coaches, parents, 
and local supporters 
for their encourage-
ment and consistent 
motivation, which help 
ed him overcome chal-
lenges and excel in 
competitive swimming 
d e s p i t e  p h y s i c a l 
limitations.

The young champi-
on’s accomplishment 
has inspired many in 
the region, particularly 
among youth aspiring 
to enter sports and pa-
ra-athletics. His suc-
cess story stands as a 
testament to the rising 
prominence of  Indian 
athletes on interna-
tional para-sport plat-
forms.In recognition of  
his extraordinary in-
ternational feat, the Li-
ons Club of  Jangared-
dygudem organized a 
felicitation ceremony 
to honor Karthik’s ach 
ievements. 

Local dignitaries, 
sports enthusiasts, and 
community members 
attended the event, 
praising the swim-
mer’s dedication, resil-
ience, and contribution 
to national pride.With 
unwavering determi-
nation and growing in-
ternational recogni-
tion, Ravi Karthik 
continues to emerge as 
a beacon of  hope and 
inspiration for differ-
ently-abled athletes in 
India, proving that true 
strength.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
ber 17

Vijayawada | East Go-
davari: The bustling Mo-
rampudi flyover in Ra-
jahmundry has finally lit 
up after months in dark-
ness, thanks to the ef-
forts of  Member of  Par-
liament Daggubati Pu 
randeswari. The illumi-
nation marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the 
city’s urban landscape, 
transforming what was 
once a dreaded “death 
zone” into a symbol of  
safety and development.

The Morampudi junc-
tion on National High-
way-16 was once among 
the most accident-prone 
stretches in the region. 
Frequent crashes and 
traffic congestion made 
night travel a nightmare 
for motorists. Recogniz-
ing this persistent public 
concern, MP Purand es-
wari took up the issue 
personally, coordinating 
between central and 
state officials to expedite 
not just the flyover’s con-
struction but its com-
plete electrification.

The foundation stone 
for the 1.42-kilometer-
long flyover was laid in 
September 2022, and con-
struction began the fol-
lowing month. Overcom-

ing delays caused by 
technical and adminis-
trative hurdles, the pro-
ject was completed in 
2024. The inauguration, 
jointly conducted by MP 
Purandeswari and Min-
ister Kandula Durgesh, 
marked a turning point 
for Rajahmundry’s road 
network.However, Puran 
deswari didn’t stop at 
completion. 

She insisted that ade-
quate lighting and ser-
vice road systems be in-
stalled to ensure mo 
torists’ safety. Her persis-
tent follow-up helped the 
National Highways Au-
thority of  India (NHAI) 
and the executing agen-
cy bring the long-awaited 

illumination project to 
reality this week. Local 
commuters and resi-
dents ha ve hailed the 
MP’s initiative, describ-
ing it as “a light that sav 
es lives, not just bright-
ens roads.” The constru 
ction was carried out by 
Srushti ConTech Pvt. 
Ltd., a nationally recog-
nized infrastructure 
company specializing in 
civil, mechanical, and 
electrical engineering 
works. 

Known for its ad-
vanced technology and 
skilled young engineers, 
the firm has earned na-
t i o n a l  c r e d i b i l i t y 
through projects with 
NHAI, BHEL, KPTCL, 

TS Genco, L&T, and oth-
er major agencies.Srush-
ti ConTech secured a 
package in 2024 to con-
struct five flyovers – at 
Morampudi, Undraja-
varam, Jonnada, Thetha-
li, and Kaikaram in the 
Godavari region. While 
the Morampudi project 
is now successfully com-
plete, progress at other 
locations faced hurdles 
ranging from land acqui-
sition disputes to the 
shortage of  quality grav-
el required for structural 
filling. 

Nonetheless, company 
officials have reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
NHAI standards, mainta 
ining that delays stem 

med from unavoidable 
circumstances rather 
than negligence. Respo 
nding to criticism from 
some political quarters, 
project manager Keshav 
clarified that the compa-
ny has been accelerating 
service road works on a 
war footing and securing 
necessary approvals to 
source fly ash from 
NTPC Visakhapatnam 
for the Jonnada flyover. 

“We will soon com-
mence filling operations 
there,” he said.Mean-
while, the newly in-
stalled lighting system 
on the Morampudi flyo-
ver has already changed 
the city’s nightscape. 
Commuters who once 
feared the dark stretch 
now travel safely under 
bright electric glow. Lo-
cal citizens have ex-
pressed gratitude to MP 
Purandeswari for her 
commitment to public 
safety and urban impro 
vement.

As Rajahmundry con-
tinues to grow, the Mo-
rampudi flyover stands 
as a testament to what 
focused leadership and 
responsible engineering 
can achieve — turning 
darkness into light, both 
literally and symbo 
lically.

Lights Shine on Morampudi Flyover: MP Purandeswari’s 
Efforts Bring Long-Awaited Illumination

Ganja Seizure in Krishna 
District: Police Arrest 

One, Confiscate 112 kg of 
Cannabis

TPN Bureau | Decem-
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Vijayawada: In a major 
move aimed at reducing 
uncertainty for passen-
gers, the Indian Railway 
s has decided to finalize 
its passenger reserva-
tion charts nearly 10 
hours before the sched-
uled departure of  trains. 
This move marks a sig-
nificant shift from the 
current practice of  pre-
paring charts just four 
hours prior to departure. 
The Railway Board has 
updated the chart prepa-
ration schedule and is-
sued detailed instruc-
tions to all zonal offices 
to implement the new 
system.

According to the re-
vised timetable, trains 
scheduled to depart be-
tween 5:00 AM and 2:00 
PM will have their first 
reservation chart pre-

pared by 8:00 PM on the 
previous day. For trains 
leaving between 2:01 PM 
and 11:59 PM, and those 
departing between 12:00 
midnight and 5:00 AM, 
the first chart will be pr 
epared at least 10 hours 
before departure.Rail-
way officials said this de-
cision would help pas-
sengers check the status 
of  their tickets well in 
advance and make alter-
nate travel arrange-

ments, if  necessary. 
 
Currently, passengers 

must often wait until just 
a few hours before depar-
ture to know their final 
seat confirmation, lead-
ing to anxiety, especially 
for waitlisted travelers. 
The updated schedule 
will help eliminate last-
minute confusion and 
improve customer expe-
rience.The board has di-
rected all zones to take 

immediate steps to com-
ply with the revised 
timeline. Once imple-
mented, passengers will 
be able to access updated 
chart information throu 
gh the IRCTC website, 
railway inquiry coun-
ters, and mobile applica-
tions much earlier in the 
day. In a separate clarifi-
cation, Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vais 
hnaw addressed queries 
in the Lok Sabha regard-

ing withdrawals from 
the IRCTC Wallet. He 
stated that the wallet bal-
ance cannot be with-
drawn for cash or trans-
ferred purposes and can 
only be used to purchase 
train tickets. The refund 
or transfer of  balance 
will be allowed only 
when the IRCTC wallet 
account is permanently 
closed by the user. 

The minister added 
that these provisions 
align with Reserve Bank 
of  India (RBI) guidelines 
on prepaid payment in-
struments, which pro-
hibit direct withdrawals 
from such wallets.The tw 
in announcements high-
light the Railways’ focus 
on enhancing passenger 
convenience while en-
suring compliance with 
financial regulations go 
verning electronic trans 
actions.

Akkinenis’ Legacy of Education: Nagarjuna Donates 
2 Crore for Scholarships at ANR College Gudivada

Railways to Finalize Reservation Charts 10 Hours 
Before Departure for Passenger Convenience

Jangareddygudem Swimmer Ravi 
Karthik Shines at Asian Youth Para 

Games 2025, Bags Six Medals for India
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Avanigadda: The aspi-
rations and long-pending 
demands of  pensioners 
will be fulfilled by the 
coalition government, 
said constituency youth 
leader Mandali Ven-
katram on Wednesday. 
He was speaking at the 
Pensioners’ Day celebra-
tions held in a grand 
manner at the pension-
ers’ office in Avanig 
adda.

To mark the occasion, 
floral tributes were paid 
to the portrait of  D.S. Na-
kara, widely regarded as 
the architect of  modern 
pension reforms in In-
dia. Leaders and mem-
bers of  the local pension-
ers’ association, along 
with officials and public 
representatives, partici-
pated in the prog ramme.

   
Addressing the gather-

ing, Venkatram lauded 

the services being ren-
dered by the pensioners’ 
association leaders to 
support retired employ-
ees and elderly citizens. 
He said that at a time 
when many pensioners 

are falling prey to cyber 
criminals and online 
fraudsters, the associa-
tion’s efforts to create 
awareness are highly 
commendable. “In recent 
times, several pension-

ers have lost lakhs of  ru-
pees after being trapped 
by cyber criminals and 
those involved in so‑calle 
d ‘digital arrest’ scams. 
In this context, conduct-
ing awareness progr 

ammes in coordination 
with the police depart-
ment is a very good ini-
tiative,” he observed.

Venkatram expressed 
confidence that the coali-
tion government would 

respond positively to the 
demands and expecta-
tions of  pensioners. He 
alleged that during the 
previous YSRCP regime, 
the State had plunged 
into a severe debt crisis 
and was financially crip-
pled, which had affected 
welfare and develop-
ment. “In contrast, the 
present coalition govern-
ment is moving ahead 
with a twin focus on de-
velopment and welfare. 
Despite financial chal-
lenges, the government 
is ensuring that pensions 
are disbursed to benefi-
ciaries on the first of  
every month. This is a 
clear indication of  its 
commitment to the wel-
fare of  pensioners and 
the poor,” he said.

He further stated that 
pensioners, who devoted 
their entire lives to pub-
lic service in various de-
partments, deserve re-
spect ,  security and 

timely support in their 
retired life. He assured 
the association leaders 
that their representa-
tions and issues would 
be conveyed to the con-
cerned ministers and of-
ficials. As part of  the 
programme, Venkatram 
felicitated several pen-
sioners in recognition of  
their service and contri 
bution. 

The leaders of  the pen-
sioners’ association hon-
oured him in turn and 
thanked him for extend-
ing support to their ac-
tivities.The event was 
organised under the 
leadership of  Pension-
ers’ Association presi-
dent M. Ramakrishna 
and secretary Abdul 
Aziz. They highlighted 
the key issues faced by 
pensioners, including 
rising living costs, health 
expenses and the need 
for protection from fi-
nancial frauds. 

They appealed to the 
government to further 
strengthen pension-re-
lated policies and griev-
ance redressal mecha-
n i s m s. Ta h s i l d a r  K . 
Nagamalleswara Rao, 
Circle Inspector Yuva 
Kumar,  State  Bank 
branch manager Naresh 
Chand and senior asso-
ciation leaders took part 
in the programme. The 
officials assured cooper-
ation for awareness 
drives on cyber safety 
and for smooth pension 
disbursement through 
banking channels.

The participants re-
called the legacy of  D.S. 
Nakara and said that ob-
serving Pensioners’ Day 
every year helps to re-
new the commitment to 
safeguard the rights and 
d i g n i t y  o f  r e t i r e d 
employees.

TPN Bureau | Decem-
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Narasaraopet: Pal-
nadu District is moving 
swiftly toward compre-
hensive urban develop-
ment as Chirumamilla 
Madhu Babu officially 
assumed charge as the 
Chairman of  the Pal-
nadu Urban Develop-
ment Authority (PUDA) 
on Wednesday. The oath-
taking ceremony was 
held at the PUDA office 
in Narasaraopet, mark-
ing another milestone in 
the district’s efforts to 
strengthen its urban gov-
ernance and infrastruc-
ture planning.

Narasaraopet MLA Dr. 
Chadalawada Aravinda 
Babu attended the event 
as the chief  guest and ex-
tended warm congratu-
lations to the newly ap-
pointed chairman. Addr 
essing the ceremony, Dr. 
Aravinda Babu empha-
sized that under the lead-
ership of  Madhu Babu, 
Palnadu district is ex-
pected to witness signifi-
cant strides in urban gro 
wth, infrastructure de-
velopment, and planned 
expansion of  municipal 
areas. 

He expressed confi-
dence that PUDA would 
play a key role in creat-

ing sustainable urban 
ecosystems and improv-
ing civic amenities acr 
oss the district.Speaking 
on the occasion, Dr. Ara-
vinda Babu said, “Pal-
nadu is evolving into one 
of  the fastest-developing 
districts of  Andhra 
Pradesh. The appoint-
ment of  a dynamic lead-
er like Chirumamilla 
Madhu Babu as PUDA 
Chairman will further 
accelerate this transfor-
mation. I believe he will 
work tirelessly to stren 
gthen urban planning, 
address infrastructure 
needs, and ensure that 
people across towns re-
ceive  better  public 
services.” 

He also added that the 
Narasaraopet constitu-
ency, along with other 
towns in the district, 
would soon experience a 
new wave of  moderniza-
tion.The event was at-
tended by several local 

leaders, municipal offi-
cials, and members of  
the PUDA staff, who 
lauded the government’s 
commitment to promot-
ing integrated urban de-
velopment. They ex-
pressed optimism that 
the new leadership 
would bring fresh ideas 
and a proactive approach 
to addressing urban 
challenges, from im-
proved drainage systems 
and smart road connec-
tivity to enhanced hous-
ing and environmental 
sustainability.

 After taking the oath, 
Chirumamilla Madhu 
Babu expressed his grati-
tude to the government 
and district authorities 
for entrusting him with 
the new responsibility. 
He pledged to focus on 
balanced and inclusive 
development of  all urban 
areas in Palnadu, ensur-
ing that the benefits of  
modern infrastructure 

reach every section of  
society. “My priority is to 
create well-planned, liv-
able cities that offer 
quality facilities to every 
citizen. We will align our 
efforts with the state’s vi-
sion for sustainable ur-
ban growth,” he said.

Highlighting his vi-
sion for the district, 
Madhu Babu remarked 
that PUDA will work in 
close coordination with 
local bodies to stream-
line urban planning, im-
plement pending devel-
opmental projects, and 
introduce innovative ap-
proaches to urban gov-
ernance. He also prom-
ised to identify critical 
areas for infrastructure 
upgrades, such as water 
supply, sanitation, hous-
ing, and waste mana 
gement.

The establishment of  a 
vibrant urban develop-
ment authority under ef-
fective leadership is ex-
pected to give a major 
boost to Palnadu dis-
trict’s ongoing transfor-
mation. With a renewed 
focus on comprehensive 
development, Narasarao-
pet and other towns are 
poised to emerge as mod-
els of  well-planned ur-
ban centers in Andhra 
Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | De-
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Nellore: The SPSR 
Nellore district admin-
istration has charted a 
comprehensive road-
map to ensure balanced 
and inclusive industri-
al growth across all re-
gions, aligning the 
western upland (metta) 
areas with the rapidly 
developing easter n 
coastal belt. District 
Collector Himanshu 
Shukla announced the 
plan on Tuesday, em-
phasizing that new in-
dustries and infra-
structure development 
would be strategically 
distributed to create eq-
uitable opportunities 
for all sections of  the 
district.

 As part of  the dis-
trict’s industrial expan-
sion, 11 major compa-
nies are slated to set up 
new units in Nellore. 
Of  these, land acquisi-
tion is actively under-
way for six projects, 
while land identifica-
tion and approvals are 
progressing for the re-
maining five proposals. 
The Collector said the 
administration is work-
ing closely with state-
level industrial offi-
cials to expedite cleara 

nces and provide all 
necessary support to 
investors.

“The district’s devel-
opment will be truly 
sustainable only when 
every region partici-
pates in growth. Our 
goal is to bridge the gap 
between the coastal and 
upland areas through 
planned industrializa-
tion, better infrastruc-
ture, and employment 
opportunities,” Shukla 
stated.The proposed 
projects belong to di-
verse sectors, including 
pharmaceuticals, food 

processing, renewable 
energy, manufacturing, 
and logistics. 

According to offi-
cials, these investments 
are expected to gener-
ate significant direct 
and indirect employ-
ment, creating new av-
enues for local youth.In 
his roadmap presenta-
tion, the Collector high-
lighted that infrastruc-
ture improvements in 
western mandals such 
as Atmakur, Udayagiri, 
and Rapur will receive 
priority attention. Ini-
tiatives include the de-

velopment of  industri-
al clusters, better road 
connectivity, and up-
graded power and wa-
ter facilities. 

Simultaneously, the 
industrial corridor alo 
ng the Krishnapatnam–
T a d a – S u l l u r u p e t a 
stretch will continue to 
receive support for ex-
pansion and moderni-
zation.Shukla also em-
phasized transparent 
land acquisition, reha-
bilitation, and farmer 
compensation process-
es. District officials 
have been directed to 
maintain clear commu-
nication with local 
stakeholders to avoid 
disputes and ensure 
smooth execution of  
projects.

Officials anticipate 
that the balanced devel-
opment plan will not 
only enhance Nellore’s 
industrial profile but 
also support its agricul-
ture and service sectors 
through improved lo-
gistics and market ac-
cess. This integrated 
approach, the Collector 
said, will help trans-
form Nellore into a 
model district for equi-
table growth in Andhra 
Pradesh.

TPN Bureau | De-
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Araku: Araku Val-
ley’s famed coffee 
brand has become one 
of  Andhra Pradesh’s 
most recognized prod-
ucts on the internati 
onal stage. Chief  Min-
ister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu frequently sho 
wcases Araku Coffee 
during his foreign vis-
its, presenting it as a 
symbol of  the state’s 
rich tribal heritage 
and sustainable agri-
culture. Visitors from 
around the world have 
been drawn to its 
unique flavor, which 
is now being served at 
government-organ-
ized conferences and 
international expos 
through special pro-
motional stalls.Ini-
tially, Araku Coffee 
gained significant at-
tention outside Vi-
sakhapatnam district, 
but local residents 
have now embraced 
its taste wholehe ar 
tedly.   The growing 
popularity has led to 
an expansion of  dedi-
cated outlets in Visak 
hapatnam, with more 
being planned across 
the state. Officials es-
timate that nearly 
10,000 people a day en-
joy a cup of  Araku Co 
ffee through its vari-
ous outlets in Andhra 
Pradesh.A key reason 
behind the coffee’s 
global identity lies in 
its organic cultiva-
tion. Farmers in the 
hilly regions of  Ara-
ku and Paderu grow 
coffee without using 
synthetic fertilizers 
or pesticides. 

The unique soil 
composition of  these 
tribal belts enhances 
the flavor and aroma, 

something that can-
not be replicated else-
where. According to 
officials from the Giri-
jan Cooperative Cor-
poration (GCC), the 
coffee not only tastes 
exceptional but also 
offers health benefits 
due to its organic na-
ture.Currently, there 
are 96 Araku Coffee 
outlets across Andhra 
Pradesh, including 15 
in Visakhapatnam 
alone. 

The sales figures 
highlight its growing 
market presence — 
the GCC headquarter 
s outlet records mo 
nthly sales of  aro und 
₹10 lakh, while Us ha 
Day Junction, Siri 
puram, and the Vi-
sakhapatnam airport 
outlets generate ₹3 
lakh, ₹4 lakh, and ₹4 
lakh respectively.Ara-
ku Coffee comes in 
two major types Ara-
bica Parchment and 
Arabica Cherry. 

The GCC procures 
these directly from 
farmers at ₹450 and 
₹270 per kilogram, re-
spectively, ensuring 
payment is credited to 
their accounts within 
24 hours. From there, 
the produce is export-
ed to other Indian 
states like Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, and Ker-
ala, fetching prices as 
high as ₹700 per kilo-
gram in the open 
market.

Combining tribal 
farming traditions, 
organic cultivation, 
and strong govern-
ment support, Araku 
Coffee continues to 
strengthen its brand 
as a global ambassa-
dor of  Andhra Prad 
esh’s agro-tourism 
and rural enterprise.

TPN Bureau | De-
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Kurnool: The rising 
number of  two-wheel-
er accidents in Kur-
nool has sparked gro 
wing concern among 
residents and officials 
alike, as reckless rid-
ing and lax traffic en-
forcement continue to 
claim young lives. Ac-
cording to recent re-
ports, fatal accidents 
involving motorcycles 
have increased sharp-
ly in the past few 
months, highlighting 
a dangerous trend 
fueled by over-speed-
ing, wrong-side driv-
ing, and disregard for 
traffic laws.

On major routes 
such as the NH-44, one 
of  the busiest high-
ways passing through 
Kurnool, it is common 
to see bikers riding in 
the wrong direction to 
save time or avoid 
traffic signals. This 
risky behaviour, espe-
cially among youth, 
often leads to head-on 
collisions and severe 
injuries. Despite mul-
tiple warnings and 
road safety  cam-
paigns, adherence to 
traffic rules remains 
poor. Locals allege 
that inconsistent en-
forcement of  traffic 
regulations has en-
couraged unsafe driv-
ing habits. “Most rid-
ers remove mirrors, 
wear no helmets, and 
race on city roads late 
at night. The police 
only step in after a se-
rious accident,” said a 
resident of  Deva Na-
gar. Many commuters 
report that minor vio-
lations go unchecked, 
allowing a culture of  
recklessness to thrive.

Traffic police offi-
cials, however, claim 
that they are stepping 
up vigilance and tak-

ing measures to curb 
the menace. Kurnool 
Traffic CI P.V. Prasad 
stated that special 
drives are being or-
ganized to penalize 
over-speeding and hel-
metless riding. “We 
are focusing on aware-
ness as well as enfor 
cement. 

Youngsters need to 
understand that rash 
driving doesn’t just 
endanger them but 
other road users as 
well,” he said. Experts 
suggest that improved 
road design, stricter 
licensing procedures, 
and community aware 
ness could help reduce 
accidents. The grow-
ing number of  motor-
cycles on narrow city 
roads, coupled with 
poor lane discipline, 
has further strained 
local traffic manage-
ment.In many cases, 
the victims are young 
students or delivery 
riders rushing against 
time. 

Their deaths under-
score the need for 
comprehensive road 
safety education and 
active law enforce-
ment.Residents and 
activists are urging 
authorities to install 
more CCTV cameras 
and strengthen pa-
trols, especially along 
major junctions and 
highways.  Unless 
stricter penalties and 
consistent monitoring 
are put in place, Kur-
nool may continue 
w i t n e s s i n g  t h e s e 
avoidable tragedies.

As families mourn 
the loss of  their loved 
ones, the message 
from citizens is loud 
and clear  road safety 
must become a shared 
responsibility before 
more lives are lost to 
senseless speed and 
negligence.

Pansioner’s dreams are fulfilled by coalition government

Palnadu District Steps Ahead in Urban Growth: 
Chirumamilla Madhu Babu Takes Charge as PUDA ChairmanReckless Riding 

Claims Young Lives 
on Kurnool Roads

Roadmap for Balanced Growth in Nellore: Collector 
Outlines Plan to Boost Western Region

Araku Coffee Earns Global 
Fame with Its Distinct Taste 
and Organic Cultivation
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As of  Wednesday, December 
17, 2025, the National Capital 
Region (NCR) has reached a 
critical environmental tipping 
point. Following several con-
secutive days where the Air 
Quality Index (AQI) remained 
lodged in the "Severe Plus" cat-
egory—frequently exceeding 
the hazardous 450 mark—the 
Delhi Government has un-
leashed its most stringent and 
technologically advanced pol-
lution mitigation plan to date.1 
Environment Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa has declared 
an "all-out war" on pollutants, 
effectively sealing the city's 
borders to high-emission vehi-
cles and introducing a radical 
"No PUC, No Fuel" policy that 
utilizes AI-driven surveil-
lance.2 This emergency re-
sponse, conducted under the 
Graded Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) Stage IV, is designed to 
protect the health of  over 30 
million residents from a toxic 
cocktail of  winter smog, stag-
nant winds, and vehicular ex-
haust that has turned the re-
gion into a "gas chamber."

The Border Blockade: A 
"BS6-Only" Gateway

The most significant impact 
on daily life in the NCR began 
on Thursday, December 18, 
2025.4 Under the direct orders 
of  the Environment Ministry, 
Delhi is transforming into a 
restricted-entry zone.5 The 
centerpiece of  this strategy is 
the mandatory enforcement of  
Bharat Stage 6 (BS-VI) stand-
ards for all vehicles entering 
from outside the city limits.6 
This measure is specifically 
aimed at the estimated 1.2 mil-
lion vehicles that daily cross 
into Delhi from neighboring 
industrial and residential 
hubs like Gurugram, Noida, 
Ghaziabad, and Faridabad.7

Starting tomorrow, the 156 
entry points into the capital 
will be heavily guarded.8 Only 
private cars and commercial 
vehicles that meet BS-VI stand-
ards, or those running on clean 

alternative fuels like Electric-
ity (EVs), Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG), and Liquified Nat-
ural Gas (LNG), will be permit-
ted to pass.9 This effectively 
bans all BS-III petrol and BS-IV 
diesel vehicles registered out-
side Delhi.10 To enforce this, 
over 580 police personnel and 
transport department officials 
have been deployed, supported 
by 37 Prakhar Vans (high-tech 
enforcement vehicles). Any 
non-compliant vehicle at-
tempting to enter will be inter-
cepted by Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
cameras at the borders and 
turned back immediately.11

"No PUC, No Fuel": The 
Digital Enforcement Era

In a move that has sent 
shockwaves through the local 
automotive community, Minis-
ter Sirsa has mandated that no 
petrol, diesel, or CNG pump in 
the National Capital Territory 
(NCT) shall dispense fuel to a 
vehicle without a valid Pollu-
tion Under Control (PUC) cer-
tificate.12 Unlike previous 
years where checks were man-
ual and sporadic, the 2025 man-
date is entirely digital.13

The government has suc-
cessfully integrated ANPR 
cameras across nearly all fuel 
stations in the city.14 As a vehi-
cle approaches a fuel dispens-
er, the camera scans the num-
ber plate and cross-references 
it with the centralized Vahan 
database.15 If  the vehicle’s 
PUC has expired or is invalid, 
the fuel dispensing system is 
electronically locked for that 
transaction. Minister Sirsa 
has clarified that this "seam-
less and automated" system is 
designed to remove the burden 
of  enforcement from fuel 
pump attendants and prevent 
on-ground altercations with 
drivers. This policy targets the 
estimated 8 lakh vehicles cur-
rently operating in Delhi with 
expired emission certificates, 
which are major contributors 
to particulate matter (PM2.5) 

levels.16

The Impact on Commuters 
and the Public Transport 
Response

The suddenness of  the BS-VI 
mandate has created a logisti-
cal challenge for the roughly 
1.2 million commuters whose 
vehicles are now effectively 
"stranded" outside Delhi.17 To 
mitigate the inevitable crisis 
in urban mobility, the Delhi 
government has announced an 
emergency expansion of  its 
public transport infrastruc-
ture.18 Currently, the city has 
successfully inducted 3,427 
electric buses into its fleet, 
with a fast-tracked target to 
reach 7,500 e-buses by late 
2026.19 For the current emer-
gency, the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC) has been 
instructed to increase train 
frequencies during peak and 
off-peak hours to manage the 
anticipated 20% surge in rider-
ship. Furthermore, the govern-
ment is reportedly in talks 
with Google Maps to integrate 
real-time traffic management 
data to identify and clear con-
gestion at the 100 identified 
pollution hotspots across the 
city.20

Stricter Measures Under 
GRAP Stage IV

Beyond vehicular curbs, the 
GRAP-IV activation has 
brought the city's construction 
and industrial sectors to a vir-
tual standstill.21 The following 
measures are now in full 
effect:

• Construction Ban: A to-
tal prohibition has been 
placed on all construc-
tion and demolition 
(C&D) activities.22 This 
includes major public 
infrastructure projects 

like flyovers, highways, 
and power transmission 
lines, which are signifi-
cant sources of  dust 
pollution.

• Mandatory Work From 

Home (WFH): Labour 
Minister Kapil Mishra 
has issued a directive 
requiring all govern-
ment and private offices 
to operate with at least 
50% of  their staff  work-
ing from home.23 Only 
emergency and essen-
tial services, such as 
hospitals, fire depart-
ments, and police, are 
exempt.24

• Education Shift: All ed-
ucational institutions 
have moved to a hybrid 
or purely online mode 
for all classes except for 
Grades 10 and 12, who 
are preparing for board 
examinations.25

• Industrial Shutdowns: 
Only those industrial 
units registered to run 
on piped natural gas 
(PNG) or electricity are 
allowed to operate; any 
unit found using coal or 
biomass is subject to im-
mediate sealing and 
heavy fines, which have 
already totaled ₹9.21 
crore this season

The Judicial Mandate: 
Supreme Court Eliminates 
the "Grey Area"

The current crackdown is 
supported by a landmark Su-
preme Court ruling delivered 
on December 17, 2025, which 
ended the lingering legal con-
fusion over older vehicles.26 
Previously, an August 12 order 
had suggested a stay on coer-
cive action against 10-year-old 
diesel and 15-year-old petrol 
vehicles.27 However, a bench 

comprising Chief  Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice Joym-
alya Bagchi modified this or-
der today at the request of  the 
Commission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM).28

The Court clarified that ve-
hicles meeting only BS-III or 
lower emission standards—re-
gardless of  their age or main-
tenance—are no longer exempt 
from action and will be subject 
to impounding.29 The Court 
noted that BS-III engines emit 
up to 31 times more particulate 
matter than modern BS-VI 
units.30 "BS-IV came in 2010; 
anything older is a hazard we 
can no longer afford," the 
bench observed.31 This ruling 
provides the legal backbone 
for the Delhi government’s 
border closures and the "No 
PUC, No Fuel" enforcement.32 
Additionally, the Court direct-
ed the Municipal Corporation 

of  Delhi (MCD) to consider 
suspending toll collection at 
nine major entry points for one 
week to prevent idling traffic 
from further deteriorating the 
air quality.33

Political and Environmental 
Context: A Transition Year

Politically, the measures 
have become a flashpoint. Min-
ister Sirsa has defended the 
current government’s record, 
stating that air quality showed 
improvement for eight out of  
the last eleven months com-
pared to 2024.34 He attributed 
the current "Severe" levels to 
unfavorable meteorological 
conditions—low wind speeds 
and temperature inversion—
and what he termed the "inher-
ited disease of  pollution" from 

previous administrations.35 
While apologizing for the in-
convenience to citizens, he em-
phasized that "pollution can-
not be fully controlled in a 
short period" and called for a 
collective, non-partisan effort 
to save the city's air.36

On the environmental front, 
the 2025 Air Pollution Mitiga-

tion Plan is also testing inno-
vative solutions.37 For the first 
time, the Delhi government is 
conducting cloud seeding pi-
lots in partnership with IIT 
Kanpur to induce artificial 
rain during peak smog epi-
sodes.38 Furthermore, 70 lakh 
saplings are being planted 
across the city, and 2,000 new 
pollution-monitoring plants 
have been installed to provide 
hyper-local data for rapid 
response.39

   
Conclusion: The Road Ahead

As Delhi enters the coldest 
weeks of  the year, the effica-
cy of  these measures remains 
to be seen. The city is cur-
rently navigating a transi-
tion toward an all-electric 
and BS-VI-compliant fleet, 

but the immediate human 
and economic cost of  these 
restrictions is substantial. 
For millions of  residents, the 
coming days will be a test of  
endurance, as they swap pri-
vate cars for metros and of-
fices for digital screens, all 
while waiting for the winds 
to shift and the toxic grey 
blanket to finally lift.

Delhi’s 2025 Toxic Winter: Delhi’s 2025 Toxic Winter: 
A Comprehensive Analysis of the Emergency Measures, Judicial Mandates, A Comprehensive Analysis of the Emergency Measures, Judicial Mandates, 

and the BS-VI “Clean Air” Crusadeand the BS-VI “Clean Air” Crusade
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Supreme Court Mandatory BS-VI Ruling for 
Delhi Vehicles

In a critical move to combat 
the hazardous air quality in 
the National Capital Region 
(NCR), the Supreme Court of  
India has refined its stance on 
the vehicular ban, introducing 
a strict “BS-IV and above” 
mandate. This judicial inter-
vention, delivered on Wednes-
day, December 17, 2025, modi-
fies an earlier, more lenient 
directive. Previously, the court 
had suggested a stay on strict 
punitive  action a g ainst 
10-year-old diesel and 15-year-
old petrol vehicles. However, 
following an urgent interven-
tion by the Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM), the court acknowl-
edged that age alone is an in-
sufficient metric for environ-
mental safety. The new order 
specifies that only vehicles 
meeting Bharat Stage IV (BS-
IV) emission standards or 
higher will be exempt from the 
ongoing crackdown.

This clarification effectively 
seals the fate of  older BS-III 
compliant vehicles, which 
were largely manufactured be-
fore the 2010 rollout of  BS-IV 
standards. According to the 
CAQM’s submission, these 
older engines contribute dis-
proportionately to the toxic 
smog currently engulfing Del-
hi, lacking the sophisticated 

particulate filters and exhaust 
treatment systems found in 
later models. The court’s deci-
sion removes the “grey area” 
that previously frustrated 
both law enforcement agen-
cies and vehicle owners. Prior 
to this, many owners of  vin-
tage or well-maintained older 
cars hoped for a reprieve based 
on the car’s condition; the cur-
rent ruling firmly prioritizes 
engine compliance over indi-
vidual maintenance records.

The ruling comes at a time 
when the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in Delhi has frequently 
crossed the “Severe+” thresh-
old. By aligning the ban with 
Bharat Stage standards, the 
judiciary aims to modernize 
the capital’s fleet rapidly. En-
forcement agencies, including 
the Delhi Traffic Police and 
the Transport Department, 
have been directed to impound 
non-compliant vehicles found 
plying on the roads from De-

cember 18. While this provides 
a clearer roadmap for environ-
mental policy, it poses a signif-
icant challenge for middle-
class families and small-scale 
transporters who still rely on 
older, well-functioning vehi-
cles. The government is now 
under pressure to expedite 
scrappage incentives to help 
citizens transition to newer, 
cleaner transport options in 
the wake of  this strict judicial 
mandate.

Reciprocal Airspace Ban Between India and Pakistan

Tragic Death of Dehradun Journalist Following 
Assault

India-Ethiopia Strategic Partnership and PM 
Modi’s Visit

The diplomatic relation-
ship between India and Ethi-
opia, a bond spanning over 
2,000 years of  trade and cul-
tural exchange, has official-
ly entered its most signifi-
cant phase following Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
state visit to Addis Ababa. In 
a landmark ceremony on 
Wednesday, the two nations 
formally upgraded their bi-
lateral ties to a “Strategic 
Partnership,” focusing on 
defense cooperation, digital 
infrastructure, and food se-
curity. PM Modi was also 
conferred with Ethiopia’s 
highest civilian honor, “The 
Great Honour Nishan of  
Ethiopia,” making him the 
first global head of  state to 
receive this distinction, sig-
nifying India’s rising influ-
ence in the Horn of  Africa.

This visit was not merely 
symbolic; it resulted in sev-
eral high-impact agree-

ments designed to integrate 
Ethiopia into India’s digital 
and economic success sto-
ries. Key among these is the 
Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MoU) on digital 
transformation, which will 
see India helping Ethiopia 
implement a localized ver-
sion of  the “India Stack,” in-
cluding digital identity sys-
tems and UPI-style payment 
interfaces. Furthermore, In-
dia announced a new Line of  
Credit specifically for Ethio-
pia’s agricultural sector, 
aiming to leverage Indian 
expertise in high-yield farm-
ing to bolster Ethiopian food 
sovereignty. In return, Ethi-
opia has offered Indian com-
panies preferential access to 
its emerging manufacturing 
zones, particularly in the 
textile and pharmaceutical 
sectors.

The strategic elevation of  
this partnership is also seen 

as a counterpoint to the 
growing influence of  other 
global powers in Africa. By 
focusing on “people-centric 
development,” PM Modi’s 
administration is position-
ing India as a partner that 
offers sustainable, debt-
friendly infrastructure rath-
er than extractive economic 
models. The 2,000-year his-
tory—which began with an-
cient Aksumite trade with 
Indian ports—now serves as 
the foundation for modern 
security cooperation in the 
Indian Ocean Region and 
the Red Sea. As Ethiopia 
continues to play a pivotal 
role in the African Union, 
India’s deepened engage-
ment ensures that New Del-
hi remains a primary stake-
holder in the continent’s 
economic future, blending 
historical affinity with 21st-
century  technolo gical 
leadership.

The journalistic commu-
nity in Uttarakhand is in 
mourning and outrage fol-
lowing the death of  Pankaj 
Mishra, an independent dig-
ital journalist based in Deh-
radun. Mishra passed away 
in the early hours of  Tues-
day, December 16, after a 
brutal physical assault at 
his residence in the Rajpur 
area. According to the First 
Information Report (FIR) 
filed by the victim’s family, 
a group of  men—including 
a rival digital media profes-
s i o n a l — b a r g e d  i n t o 
Mishra’s home late Monday 
night. The assault was re-
portedly sparked by a pro-
fessional dispute that had 
recently escalated into a 
heated and public confron-
tation on social media 
platforms.

The details of  the attack 
are particularly harrowing. 
Mishra’s brother, Arvind, 
alleged in the police com-
plaint that the attackers 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a r g e t e d 
Mishra’s chest and stom-
ach, despite being aware 
that he was suffering from 
chronic heart and liver ail-
ments.  T he complaint 
claims that one of  the ac-
complices explicitly encour-
aged the main accused to hit 
the victim where he was 
most vulnerable, saying, 
“This will be enough to fin-
ish him.” Mishra was re-
p o r t e d l y  k i c k e d  a n d 
punched until he began 
bleeding from the mouth. 
Although the police arrived 
at the scene shortly after 
the group fled, Mishra ini-
tially declined a medical ex-
amination due to shock and 
physical trauma, intending 
to file a formal complaint 
the following morning. Un-
fortunately, his condition 
deteriorated rapidly at 3:00 
AM, and he was declared 
dead upon arrival at Doon 
Hospital.

The Dehradun Police, led 

by SSP Ajai Singh, have reg-
istered a case under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) for murder, snatch-
ing, and house-trespass. 
While a post-mortem was 
conducted, the initial find-
ings were inconclusive, 
prompting the family to re-
quest a second, more de-
tailed forensic procedure to 
establish the direct link be-
tween the physical assault 
and the fatal collapse. The 
incident has raised serious 
concerns regarding the 
safety of  independent jour-
nalists and the toxic nature 
of  “social media wars” 
within the digital media fra-
ternity. As of  Wednesday, 
the main accused remains 
at large, and local press 
clubs have called for a swift 
investigation to ensure that 
t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  a r e 
brought to justice for what 
they describe as a “premedi-
tated silencing” of  a media 
voice.

The diplomatic chill be-
tween New Delhi and Islama-
bad has reached a new low 
with the extension of  recipro-
cal airspace closures, now set 
to continue until January 24, 
2026. Pakistan’s aviation au-
thorities issued a new Notice 
to Airmen (NOTAM) this 
week, formally prohibiting 
Indian-registered aircraft, as 
well as any aircraft owned, op-
erated, or leased by Indian air-
lines, from entering or overfly-
ing its territory. This extension 
comes just days before the pre-
vious ban was set to expire, 
indicating that neither nation 
sees an immediate path to-
ward de-escalation. India is 
expected to respond in kind 
within the next 48 hours, en-
suring that the ban on Paki-
stani aircraft remains equally 
stringent.

This conflict in the skies 
originated in April 2025, fol-
lowing a devastating terror at-
tack in Pahalgam, which India 
blamed on Pakistan-based mil-
itants. In response to the 
heightened security situation, 
Pakistan initiated the closure 
on April 24, and India followed 
suit on April 30. The bans have 
now entered their ninth con-
secutive month, creating sig-
nificant logistical and finan-
cial hurdles for commercial 
aviation. While international 
carriers from third-party na-
tions are permitted to overfly 
both territories, Indian and 
Pakistani national carriers 
are forced to take circuitous 

routes. For Indian airlines fly-
ing to Europe, the US, or the 
Middle East, this means avoid-
ing the direct path over Paki-
stan and flying southward 
over the Arabian Sea, adding 
45 to 90 minutes of  flight time 
and increasing fuel costs by 
lakhs of  rupees per flight.

The financial burden of  this 
“airspace war” is being felt 
sharply by state-run and pri-

vate airlines alike. Beyond the 
fuel costs, the increased flight 
duration disrupts crew sched-
uling and reduces the opera-
tional efficiency of  long-haul 
fleets. On the diplomatic front, 
the extension of  the NOTAM 
signals a complete breakdown 
in civil aviation dialogue. Typ-
ically, airspace rights are gov-
erned by international trea-
t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  I C A O 

(International Civil Aviation 
Organization), but both na-
tions have invoked “national 
security” clauses to bypass 
these nor ms. As the ban 
stretches into 2026, the pros-
pect of  a return to normalcy 
remains dim, leaving air trave-
lers to bear the brunt of  in-
creased ticket prices and long-
er travel times due to the 
geopolitical stalemate.

Federal Regulation of OTT Platforms and Social Media

The Government of  India 
has formally clarified the regu-
latory landscape for digital 
content, confirming that Over-
the-Top (OTT) platforms like 
Netflix, Disney+ Hotstar, and 
Amazon Prime Video will re-
main outside the jurisdiction 
of  the Central Board of  Film 
Certification (CBFC). In a 
statement to the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday, Minister of  State 
for Information and Broadcast-

ing, L. Murugan, emphasized 
that digital content is governed 
by the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and 
Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021. This framework es-
tablished a three-tier griev-
ance redressal mechanism, 
prioritizing self-regulation 
and age-based classification 
over the traditional “censor-
ship” model applied to theatri-
cal releases.

This distinction is vital for 
the creative industry, as it pre-
serves the creative freedom of  
digital creators while enforc-
ing a “Code of  Ethics.” Under 
these rules, platforms are re-
quired to categorize content 
into age groups (U, U/A 7+, 
U/A 13+, U/A 16+, and A) and 
implement robust parental 
locks for mature content. The 
Minister highlighted that 
while the government does not 

“censor” content pre-release, it 
maintains strict oversight re-
garding obscenity and nation-
al security. In a proactive strike 
against harmful content, the 
Centre revealed it has already 
disabled access to 43 smaller 
OTT platforms that were found 
to be streaming pornographic 
or obscene material under the 
guise of  entertainment.

Furthermore, the govern-
ment is tightening the screws 
on social media giants. Plat-
forms with more than 50 lakh 
users are now legally mandat-
ed to appoint local grievance 
officers, chief  compliance of-
ficers, and 24/7 nodal contact 
persons based in India. These 
entities must publish monthly 
compliance reports detailing 
the number of  complaints re-
ceived and the actions taken. 
This move is designed to make 
the internet safer for women 
and children by ensuring that 
illegal or defamatory content 
is removed within 36 hours of  
a court or government order. 
By shifting the focus from 
“pre-censorship” to “post-pub-
lication accountability,” the 
Centre aims to balance the 
ease of  doing business in the 
digital economy with the ne-
cessity of  maintaining public 
decency  and communal 
harmony.

Controversy Over TMC MP Vaping in Parliament
The hallowed halls of  the 

Indian Parliament were the 
site of  a bizarre and heated 
controversy this week as 
the BJP accused Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) MP Kirti 
Azad of  “vaping” during ac-
tive proceedings. The row 
erupted on Wednesday af-
ternoon when Amit Malvi-
ya, the head of  the BJP’s IT 
cell, shared a video clip on 
social media purportedly 
showing the former cricket-
er-turned-politician using 
an e-cigarette inside the 
Lok Sabha chamber. This 
followed a formal letter of  
complaint sent by BJP MP 
Anurag Thakur to the 
Speaker, alleging that an 
unnamed opposition leader 
was violating the strict 
rules of  conduct within the 
House.

The BJP has character-
ized the act as an “unaccep-
table misconduct” and a bla-

tant disre gard for the 
sanctity of  the Parliament. 
Malviya’s post took a direct 
jab at West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee, 
demanding a clarification 
on whether her party sanc-
tioned such behavior from 
its lawmakers. The saffron 
party argued that Parlia-
ment is the seat of  law-mak-
ing, and for an MP to ignore 
the nationwide ban on e-cig-
arettes—enacted by the 
very House they sit in—is a 
sign of  deep-seated “audac-
ity.” The video, which has 
since gone viral, shows the 
MP bringing a small device 
to his mouth, leading to 
widespread condemnation 
from treasury benches who 
have called for a formal in-
q u i r y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l 
suspension.

On the other side of  the 
aisle, TMC supporters and 
several opposition members 

have questioned the timing 
and the source of  the video. 
While the TMC leadership 
has not yet issued a formal 
rebuttal, some supporters 
suggested the clip might be 
taken out of  context or misi-
dentified. However, the op-
tics of  the situation have 
already caused significant 
political damage. Under the 
Rules of  Procedure and 
Conduct of  Business in the 
Lok Sabha, the use of  any 
smoking or tobacco prod-
ucts inside the chamber is 
strictly prohibited. If  the 
Speaker determines that a 
violation occurred, Kirti 
Azad could face discipli-
nary action. This incident 
adds to a series of  recent 
disruptions and decorum-
related disputes that have 
plagued the current winter 
session, further deepening 
the rift between the govern-
ment and the opposition.
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The Bondi Beach Massacre: Charges and 
Aftermath of Australia’s Deadliest Attack

The Australian legal 
system reached a pivotal 
moment today as Naveed 
Akram, 24, was formally 
charged in a hospital-bed 
hearing for his role in the 
Sunday mass shooting at 
Bondi Beach.1 The trage-
dy, which claimed 15 lives 
and left dozens injured, 
has been officially desig-
nated a terrorist incident. 
Akram faces a staggering 
59 charges, including 15 
counts of  murder and one 
count of  committing a 
terrorist act.2 New South 
Wales Police also con-

firmed 40 counts of  caus-
ing grievous bodily harm 
with intent to murder and 
a specific charge for the 
public display of  a prohib-
ited terrorist symbol.3

The attack specifically 
targeted Sydney’s Jewish 
community during a Ha-
nukkah celebration on 
the beach.4 Victims iden-
tified so far include two 
p ro m i n e n t  r abb i s,  a 
10-year-old girl named 
Matilda, and a Holocaust 
survivor. The brutality of  
the event was further 

highlighted by reports of  
improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) found in the 
suspects’ vehicle at the 
scene.5 While Naveed sur-
vived a confrontation 
with police, his 50-year-
old father, Sajid Akram, 
was killed in the exchange 
of  fire.6 Investigations 
have revealed that the 
pair, who held Australian 
and Indian passports re-
spectively, recently trave-
led to the southern Philip-
pine city of  Davao—a 
detail that has sparked 
international intelligence 

inquiries into their radi-
calization path.7

Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese 
stated that the attack ap-
peared to be “motivated 
by Islamic State group 
ideology,” marking a dark 
chapter for a nation that 
has largely avoided mass 
casualties since the 1996 
Port Arthur massacre.8 
The social fallout has 
been immediate, with 
thousands attending the 
funeral of  British-born 
Rabbi Eli Schlanger to-

day.9 Public discourse is 
now centered on the suf-
ficiency of  police protec-
tions for religious events 
and a potential legislative 
overhaul of  anti-terror 
laws.10 With 17 victims 
still hospitalized and five 
in critical condition, the 
nation remains in a state 
of  mourning. The case 
has been adjourned until 
April 2026 to allow the le-
gal team and medical ex-
perts to prepare for a trial 
that will likely be the 
most significant in Aus-
tralian history.11

The Reiner Tragedy: A Hollywood Dynasty 
Shattered

The entertainment industry is reel-
ing from the news that Nick Reiner, 
32, has been charged with the double 
murder of  his parents, the legendary 
director Rob Reiner and photogra-
pher Michele Singer Reiner.31 Prose-
cutors in Los Angeles filed two counts 
of  first-degree murder with “special 
circumstances” on Tuesday, an allega-
tion that carries the possibility of  life 
without parole or the death penalty.32 
The couple was found stabbed to 
death on Sunday in their Brentwood 
residence, a crime that has prompted 
tributes from global figures, includ-
ing for mer President  Barack 
Obama.33

New details from the investigation 
paint a harrowing picture of  the days 
leading up to the tragedy. Reports in-
dicate that Rob and Nick were heard 
in a heated argument at a Christmas 
party hosted by comedian Conan 
O’Brien just 24 hours before the kill-
ings.34 Family friends have revealed 
that Michele Reiner had expressed 
growing concern over Nick’s mental 
health in recent weeks.35 Nick, who 

had lived on the family’s Brentwood 
property, was arrested hours after the 
bodies were discovered by his sister.36 
The Los Angeles District Attorney, 
Nathan Hochman, emphasized the 
“intimate and brutal nature” of  the 
crime, noting that the use of  a knife 
as a weapon adds a “special allega-
tion” to the charges.37

Rob Reiner’s legacy—spanning 
from All in the Family to directing 
classics like The Princess Bride and 
A Few Good Men—makes this per-
sonal tragedy a cultural one for Los 
Angeles.38 Tributes have poured in 
from colleagues who remember the 
Reiners as a couple defined by activ-
ism and purpose.39 Nick Reiner is 
currently undergoing a medical eval-
uation and is expected to be ar-
raigned as soon as he is cleared by 
hospital staff.40 The case has reig-
nited discussions about the intersec-
tion of  wealth, mental health, and 
domestic violence in high-profile 
families, as Hollywood prepares for a 
series of  memorials for one of  its 
most cherished couples.

Miss Finland Controversy: Racial Slurs and Political Fallout
The pageant world and 

Finnish politics have 
been thrown into tur-
moil following the fall of  
S a r a h  D z a f c e. 2 3  T h e 
22-year-old, of  Kosovo-
Finnish descent,  was 
stripped of  her Miss Fin-
land 2025 crown on De-
cember 11 after a viral 
photo showed her mak-
ing a “slanted-eyes” ges-
ture with the caption 
“ e a t i n g  w i t h  a  C h i -
nese.”24 The fallout has 
extended far beyond the 
catwalk, impacting dip-

lomatic relations with 
East Asian nations and 
creating a rift within the 
F i n n i s h  g ove r n m e n t 
coalition.

B a c k l a s h  e r u p t e d 
across China, Japan, and 
South Korea, where the 
gesture is viewed as a 
deeply offensive mock-
ery of  East Asian fea-
t u re s. 2 5  D z a f c e ’s  at -
tempts to mitigate the 
damage—claiming she 
was massaging a head-
ache and that a friend 

wrote the caption—were 
undermined by a subse-
quent video.26 In that 
clip, filmed in a Finnair 
business class seat, she 
appeared to mock the 
“hate” she was receiv-
ing, which critics inter-
preted as arrogance.27 
The Miss Finland organ-
ization ultimately ruled 
that her actions were 
“offensive, harmful, and 
completely against the 
values of  the competi-
tion,” promptly naming 
r u n n e r - u p  T a r a 

Lehtonen as the new 
titleholder.28

The controversy took a 
p a r t i s a n  t u r n  w h e n 
right-wing Members of  
Parliament, Juho Eerola 
and Kaisa Garedew, post-
ed photos mimicking the 
racist gesture in a sup-
posed show of  support 
for Dzafce.29 Prime Min-
ister Petteri Orpo issued 
a scathing rebuke, labe-
ling the MPs’ actions 
“thoughtless, stupid, and 
damaging to the coun-

try.”30 The incident has 
strained the National Co-
alition Party’s alliance 
with the Finns Party, 
testing the government’s 
commitment to its anti-
racism declaration. As 
international boycotts of  
Finnish brands began to 
trend on social media, 
the incident has sparked 
a national conversation 
about the responsibili-
ties of  public figures and 
the persistence of  casual 
racism in modern Euro-
pean society.

The Venezuela Blockade: Trump’s “All-Out War” on the 
Maduro Regime12

The murder of  Warrick Stock, bet-
ter known as DJ Warras, has sent 
shockwaves through South Africa, 
highlighting the dangerous intersec-
tion of  the entertainment industry 
and organized crime.41 Stock, 40, was 
gunned down “execution-style” out-
side Zambesi House in the Johannes-
burg CBD on Tuesday.42 CCTV foot-
age captured a suspect dressed in a 
security uniform opening fire before 
fleeing on foot. Despite being armed 
with an unused firearm, Stock had no 
opportunity to defend himself, and 
nothing was stolen during the hit.43

Investigators believe the murder 
was a targeted hit linked to Stock’s 
business ventures in private security 
and property management.44 Specifi-
cally, the hit appears connected to a 
disputed inner-city building eviction. 
This incident is not isolated; it is the 
latest in a string of  murders target-
ing DJs and media personalities in 
the Gauteng province.45 Law enforce-
ment officials have linked these kill-
ings to a “law enforcement scandal” 
involving a powerful drug cartel 
known as the “Big Five.” Evidence 
suggests that criminal networks have 
infiltrated South Africa’s criminal 
justice system, using private security 
firms as fronts for drug distribution 
and extortion.46

The political reaction has been 
swift, with Sports, Arts, and Culture 
Minister Gayton McKenzie express-
ing “anger and sadness” over the loss 

of  a man who “spoke his truth with-
out fear.” South Africa continues to 
grapple with one of  the world’s high-
est murder rates, with recent police 
data showing approximately 63 mur-
ders occurring every day. The “bra-
zen” nature of  this daylight assassi-
nation in a busy city center has 
fueled public outcry for a massive 
crackdown on the cartels. As DJ War-
ras’s family mourns the loss of  a 
“heart and anchor,” the South Afri-
can Police Service is under immense 
pressure to break the cycle of  vio-
lence that is claiming the nation’s 
cultural icons.

South Africa: The Assassination of DJ Warras 
and the “Big Five” Cartel

In a dramatic escalation 
of  U.S. foreign policy, 
President Donald Trump 
has ordered a “total and 
complete” naval blockade 
of  all sanctioned oil tank-
ers entering or leaving 
Venezuela.13 Announcing 
the move via Truth So-
cial, the President de-
scribed the mobilization 
as the “largest Armada 
ever assembled in the his-
tory of  South America.”14 
This strategy aims to 
choke the financial life-
blood of  President Nico-
lás Maduro’s government, 
which the U.S. has now of-
ficially designated as a 
Foreign Terrorist Organi-
sation (FTO).15 The Presi-
dent alleged that oil reve-
nues are being used to 
fund drug trafficking, hu-
man traf ficking,  and 
“drug terrorism.”16

The blockade is not 
merely  a  diplomatic 
threat; it follows a series 
of  lethal military ac-
tions.17 Since September 
2, 2025, U.S. forces have 
conducted more than 20 
naval and air strikes on 
vessels suspected of  drug 
smuggling, resulting in at 
l e a s t  9 5  c o n f i r m e d 
deaths.18 Last week’s sei-
zure of  a massive oil tank-

er carrying two million 
barrels of  crude served as 
the precursor to this for-
mal blockade.19 The legal 
grounds for such an ac-
tion are hotly contested; 
while the administration 
cites counter-narcotics 
and anti-terrorism stat-
utes, Democratic lawmak-
ers, led by Rep. Joaquin 
Castro, have branded the 

move an “unauthorized 
act of  war.”20

Economically, the im-
pact on Venezuela is ex-
pected to be catastrophic. 
Oil accounts for over 90% 
of  the nation’s exports.21 
While the “dark fleet” of  
tankers—vessels used to 
bypass sanctions—con-
tinues to operate, experts 

suggest that a sustained 
blockade will trigger hy-
perinflation and severe 
shortages of  food and 
medicine. Caracas has re-
sponded by denouncing 
the move as “internation-
al piracy” and “colonial-
ist  agg ression.”22 As 
global oil prices edge 
higher in anticipation of  
supply disruptions, the 

international community 
at the UN is bracing for a 
showdown over the prin-
ciple of  free navigation. 
The presence of  a U.S. 
aircraft carrier and near-
ly a dozen warships in 
the Caribbean suggests 
that the “shock” prom-
ised by the Trump ad-
ministration is only just 
beginning.

Streaming Wars: Warner Bros. Discovery Chooses 
Netflix Over Paramount

In a historic restructuring of  the 
media landscape, the Warner Bros. 
Discovery (WBD) board has officially 
recommended that shareholders re-
ject a $108.4 billion hostile takeover 
bid from Paramount Skydance.47 In-
stead, the board has reaffirmed its 
support for a merger with Netflix, val-
ued between $72 billion and $83 bil-
lion.48 While the Netflix offer carries 
a lower headline price, WBD’s leader-
ship argues it represents “superior, 
more certain value” and a significant-
ly clearer path through the regulatory 
“obstacle course.”49

The rejection of  the Paramount 
bid—which was backed by the 
wealthy Ellison family and initially 
by Jared Kushner’s Affinity Part-
ners—comes after WBD officials char-
acterized the offer as “inadequate” 
and “illusory.”50 A major turning 
point occurred when Kushner’s firm 
exited the financing group on Tues-
day, weakening Paramount’s argu-
ment regarding “certainty of  fund-
ing.”51 Furthermore, WBD warned 
that accepting Paramount’s bid would 
trigger a $2.8 billion termination fee 
to Netflix and face years of  antitrust 

scrutiny.52 Under the proposed Netf-
lix deal, shareholders would receive 
$23.25 in cash plus a significant stake 
in Netflix common stock, effectively 
merging the world’s most powerful 
content library with the leading 
streaming technology.53

If  the Netflix merger proceeds, 
it will fundamentally change how 
consumers access media. Iconic 
franchises like Harry Potter, DC 
Comics, Game of  Thrones, and 
the entire HBO catalog would be 
integrated into the Netflix plat-
for m.54 This consolidation sig-
n a l s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  “ s i l o e d ” 
streaming era, as legacy studios 
admit that scale and tech-driven 
distribution are the only ways to 
survive. However, the move has 
faced criticism from the Writers 
Guild of  America, which warns 
that such a massive consolidation 
will lead to job cuts and reduced 
creative diversity. As sharehold-
ers prepare to vote, the battle for 
Warner Bros. stands as a real-life 
episode of  Succession, with the 
future of  global entertainment 
hanging in the balance.
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Corporate Restructuring: Ola Electric’s Debt-Free Push

Bhavish Aggarwal, the found-
er and CEO of  Ola Electric, ex-
ecuted a significant block deal 
on December 16, 2025, offload-
ing 2.62 crore shares valued at 
approximately ₹92 crore. While 
the sale caused a temporary dip 
in the stock price—which hit a 
record low of  ₹34.50—the com-
pany clarified that this was a 
strategic, one-time move to fully 
repay a personal promoter-level 
loan of  ₹260 crore. This loan 
was originally raised to provide 

seed funding for Aggarwal’s AI 
venture, Krutrim.

The primary objective of  this 
stake sale was to eliminate all 
share pledges. Previously, about 
3.93% of  the company’s equity 
was pledged as collateral, a fac-
tor that often creates “pledge 
overhang” and scares away in-
stitutional investors. By clear-
ing this debt, Aggarwal has en-
sured that the promoter group’s 
holding—now standing at ap-
proximately 34%—is entirely 

free of  encumbrances. This “ze-
ro-pledge” status is a positive 
signal for corporate govern-
ance, as it removes the risk of  
forced liquidation of  shares by 
l e n d e r s  d u r i n g  m a rk e t 
downturns.

Despite the positive news re-
garding debt clearance, Ola 
Electric continues to face a 
challenging operational envi-
ronment. The stock has plum-
meted nearly 60% in 2025, driv-
en by concerns over declining 

market share and persistent 
quarterly losses. While the com-
pany narrowed its net loss to 
₹418 crore in the September 
quarter, its revenue saw a sharp 
decline. Investors are now look-
ing beyond the “pledge-free” 
status toward the company’s 
ability to stabilize its service 
network and regain its domi-
nance in the electric two-wheel-
er market against resurgent 
competitors like TVS and 
Bajaj.

Digital Credit Revolution: Google Pay 
& Axis Bank Launch “Flex”

In a move that signals the next era of  
digital lending in India, Google Pay has 
officially launched “Flex,” a co-branded 
RuPay credit card in partnership with 
Axis Bank. This launch is strategically 
timed to capitalize on the massive suc-
cess of  the UPI-RuPay integration, al-
lowing users to link their credit cards 
directly to Google Pay for seamless 
“scan and pay” transactions at millions 
of  merchant locations.

The “Flex” card is designed for the 
“instant gratification” generation. Its 
standout feature is the “Stars” reward 
system, which bypasses the traditional 
monthly billing cycle. Instead of  waiting 
weeks for reward points to accrue, 
“Stars” are credited immediately after a 
transaction, allowing a user to redeem 
the value for their very next payment. 

The card utilizes a tiered earning struc-
ture: users earn 1 Star for every ₹500 
spent, with the potential to unlock 8X 
rewards (reaching 8 Stars per ₹500) for 
monthly spends exceeding ₹30,000.

With only about 5% of  Indians cur-
rently having access to formal credit 
cards, Google Pay’s entry into the space 
aims to bridge the “credit gap.” By em-
bedding the application process entirely 
within the app—promising approval in 
minutes—and offering flexible repay-
ment tenures of  6 or 9 months, the 
“Flex” card is positioned as a tool for fi-
nancial inclusion rather than just a lux-
ury product. This launch marks Goog-
le’s most aggressive step yet into the 
Indian fintech ecosystem, turning a pay-
ments app into a comprehensive finan-
cial services hub.

Market Volatility: Sensex and Nifty Extend Losing Streak
The Indian equity bench-

marks, Sensex and Nifty 50, re-
corded their third consecutive 
day of  losses, reflecting a cau-
tious and somewhat fragile in-
vestor sentiment. The BSE 
Sensex ended the session down 
120.21 points (0.14%) at 84,559.65, 
while the NSE Nifty 50 shed 
41.55 points (0.16%) to close at 
25,818.55. This downward tra-
jectory persists despite a prom-
ising start to the day, where the 

Sensex initially gained over 170 
points. The primary weight on 
the market remains the persis-
tent selling by Foreign Institu-
tional Investors (FIIs), who ap-
pear to be reallocating capital 
amid global uncertainty.

Market analysts point to a 
“wait-and-watch” approach re-
garding the progress of  a poten-
tial India-US trade deal, which 
has faced delays in recent 
weeks. Sectoral performance 

was markedly divided; the Me-
dia and Realty indices bore the 
brunt of  the selling pressure, 
while Oil & Gas and Metal 
stocks provided a defensive 
cushion. Heavyweights such as 
HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank 
were among the top laggards, 
while State Bank of  India (SBI) 
and Infosys emerged as resil-
ient gainers.

On the currency front, the In-
dian Rupee staged a remarkable 

recovery, appreciating to 90.37 
against the US Dollar. This 
move is largely attributed to 
timely intervention by the Re-
serve Bank of  India (RBI) to 
curb volatility. Meanwhile, the 
commodities market saw Brent 
crude stabilizing near $60.34 
per barrel, a level that offers 
some relief  to India’s import 
bill, even as Gold prices re-
mained elevated at $4,320.20 per 
ounce.

Automotive Revival: Tata Sierra SUV’s 
Record-Breaking Return

The Indian automotive sector wit-
nessed a historic milestone as the Tata 
Sierra made its highly anticipated re-
turn. On December 16, 2025, the very first 
day of  official reservations, the Sierra 
secured an unprecedented 70,000 con-
firmed bookings. This surge in demand 
has caught even industry veterans by sur-
prise, with over 1.35 lakh customers sub-
mitting preferred configurations on the 
Tata Motors portal, signaling a massive 
order backlog even before deliveries 
begin.

Priced between ₹11.49 lakh and ₹21.29 
lakh, the Sierra targets the lucrative mid-
size SUV segment, currently dominated 
by the Hyundai Creta and Kia Seltos. Tata 
Motors has packed the Sierra with cut-
ting-edge technology to justify its “lega-
cy” branding. The SUV is available with 
three engine options, most notably the 

1.5-litre Hyperion T-GDi petrol engine, 
which achieved a record-breaking 29.9 
kmpl in certified endurance tests at NAT-
RAX. This focus on high fuel efficiency, 
combined with a top speed capability of  
222 kmph, positions the Sierra as both an 
enthusiast’s choice and a practical family 
vehicle.

The interior of  the Sierra is a signifi-
cant leap forward for the brand, featuring 
a triple-screen dashboard layout and a 
12-speaker JBL audio system with Dolby 
Atmos. Safety remains a priority, with 
Level 2+ ADAS offering 22 distinct func-
tions. With deliveries set to commence on 
January 15, 2026, Tata Motors is now un-
der immense pressure to ramp up produc-
tion at its Pune and Sanand facilities to 
manage a waiting period that is already 
estimated to stretch beyond six months 
for top-end variants.

Regulatory Reform: SEBI’s Mutual 
Fund “Clean-Up” for 2026

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of  India (SEBI) has ap-
proved the SEBI (Mutual 
Funds) Regulations, 2026, 
marking the most significant 
overhaul of  the industry in 
nearly three decades. These 
new rules, which replace the 
outdated 1996 framework, are 
designed with a single-minded 
focus: lowering costs for the re-
tail investor. The most critical 
change is the introduction of  
the Base Expense Ratio (BER), 
which mandates that statutory 

levies like GST, STT, and Stamp 
Duty be charged separately on 
actuals. This ensures that fund 
houses cannot “hide” manage-
ment fees within a bundled ex-
pense limit.

In a move to curb “churning” 
and excessive trading costs, 
SEBI has drastically tightened 
the caps on brokerage and 
transaction charges. The new 
limits are set at just 2 basis 
points (bps) for cash market 
transactions and 1 bp for deriv-
atives. This is a sharp reduc-

tion from previous norms and 
is expected to save investors 
thousands of  crores in aggre-
gate costs annually. Further-
more,  the  re gulator  has 
scrapped the 5 bps additional 
expense allowance previously 
linked to exit loads, removing 
an extra layer of  cost that often 
went unnoticed by casual 
investors.

The 2026 regulations also in-
troduce a “performance-based” 
fee option, which fund houses 
can adopt voluntarily. This “no 

gain, no fee” (or reduced fee) 
model aligns the interests of  
the asset management compa-
ny directly with the investor’s 
returns. By reducing the regu-
latory rulebook’s word count 
by 54%, SEBI aims to eliminate 
ambiguity and simplify com-
pliance. For the average SIP in-
vestor, these reforms translate 
into a higher Net Asset Value 
(NAV) over the long term, mak-
ing mutual funds an even more 
attractive vehicle for wealth 
creation.
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Navigating the 
Gadgets 360 
Mobile Finder 

Ecosystem
The Gadgets 360 mobile phone 

finder serves as a comprehensive 
digital architecture designed to 
streamline the smartphone pur-
chasing process. By leveraging one 
of  the world’s largest mobile data-
bases, the tool allows users to move 
beyond brand loyalty and focus on 
specific technical requirements. 
The platform’s utility is centered 
on a series of  granular filters that 
address every facet of  modern 
hardware. This includes a price 
slider for budget management and 
brand-specific checkboxes cover-
ing major Indian market players 
like Apple, Samsung, and Xiaomi.

Technical specifications form 
the core of  the search engine. Us-
ers can filter by RAM (ranging 
from under 512MB to over 8GB) 
and inter nal storage (up to 
256GB+), which directly impact 
multitasking and media capacity. 
The tool also distinguishes be-
tween complex storage needs, such 
as dedicated microSD slots versus 
hybrid SIM slots. Battery capacity 
filters go up to 6,000mAh, while 
screen size filters accommodate 
the trend toward “phablet” dimen-
sions of  6 inches and above.

The finder is particularly de-
tailed regarding camera optics. It 
allows users to filter by the num-
ber of  rear sensors (dual to penta 
setups) and primary resolutions 
exceeding 21 megapixels. Connec-
tivity is another pillar, with toggles 
for 5G, 4G, and 3G networks, along-
side SIM-specific configurations 
like eSIM and Nano-SIM support. 
Performance seekers can filter by 
processor clock speeds (up to 
2.5GHz+) and core counts (up to 
deca-core). Finally, the “Market 
Status” filter ensures users only 
see devices currently available, up-
coming, or out of  stock, providing 
a practical roadmap for “hard-
earned money” investment

High-End 
Handhelds: 
The Success 
of Asus ROG 
Xbox Ally X
Asus has observed a sig-

nificant shift in the Indian 
gaming market with the 
launch of  its Xbox-branded 
ROG Ally handhelds. De-
spite a premium price tag of  
Rs. 1,14,990 for the ROG 
Xbox Ally X—which is Rs. 
45,000 more expensive than 
the standard Xbox Ally—the 
higher-end model is signifi-
cantly outselling its main-
stream counterpart. This 
“happy burden” of  demand 
outpacing supply surprised 
Asus executives, who previ-
ously found that more af-
fordable “mainstream” ver-
sions typically drove volume 
in the Indian market.

The success of  these de-
vices suggests that for the 
handheld console segment, 
price is no longer the prima-
ry barrier; Indian consum-
ers are willing to spend over 
Rs. 1 lakh for premium per-
formance and ecosystem in-
tegration. The partnership 
with Xbox provides a seam-
less transition for console 
owners to continue their 
games on the go. Both devic-
es utilize the Ryzen Z2 Ex-
treme chip, placing them in 
direct competition with 
global rivals like the MSI 
Claw and Lenovo Legion Go.

As the market evolves, 
Asus is keeping a close 
watch on new hybrid catego-
ries, such as Valve’s “Steam 
Machine.” While currently 
focused on the Windows-
based handheld PC market, 
Asus remains open to study-
ing these new PC/console 
hybrid concepts. The rapid 
sell-out of  the Xbox Ally X 
across global and Indian 
stores highlights a matur-
ing gaming demographic in 
India that prioritizes top-
tier specs and “ecosystem” 
mobility over entry-level 
pricing.

The Evolution of the Vivo and 
ZEISS Strategic Alliance

The five-year partner-
ship between Vivo and 
ZEISS has transitioned 
from a standard branding 
exercise into a  unified 
“One Team” operation. Ol-
iv e r  S c h i n d e l b e c k  o f  
ZEISS highlights that the 
collaboration has matured 
to  a  point  where basic 
technical hurdles are by-
passed in favor of  high-
l eve l  p ro b l e m - s o l v i n g . 
T his  synerg y balances 
ZEISS’s traditional Ger-
man focus on “perfection” 
with Vivo’s rapid “speed” 
of  innovation, creating a 
development cycle  that 
prioritizes the best possi-
ble results within strict 
c o n s u m e r  e l e c t r o n i c s 
timeframes.

The current focus of  the 
partnership is the shift to-
ward AI and computation-
al photography. Schindel-
beck notes that the most 
dramatic change in the 
last five years is not physi-
cal hardware, but the algo-
rithmic ability to open 
new creative spaces. This 
a l lows smar tphones  to 
perform tasks—such as ad-
vanced bokeh or low-light 
reconstruction—that tra-
ditional cameras cannot 
easily replicate. While AI-
enhanced imagery is the 
trend, the partnership re-
mains committed to “tra-
ditional” photography by 
o f f e r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
modes and RAW image 
support for purists.

Looking forward, Schin-
delbeck expresses a desire 

for “invisible marking” or 
metadata in images. This 
would transparently indi-

cate the level of  AI inter-
vention in a photo, allow-
ing users to distinguish 

between natural captures 
and AI-assisted art. As the 
brands launch the X300 

and X300 Pro in India, the 
focus remains on deliver-
ing flagship-tier optics 

that blend professional-
grade glass with cutting-
edge software.

Xiaomi’s 2026 Strategy: From Value to 
Premium Experience

Xiaomi India is undergoing 
a major strategic “recalibra-
tion,” moving away from its 
historical “value-for-money” 
identity toward a “value-for-
experience” model. This shift, 
led by COO Sudhin Mathur, is 
a response to the rising Aver-
age Selling Price (ASP) in In-
dia and a consumer base that 

increasingly prioritizes qual-
ity over sheer volume. While 
the market  volume has 
slowed, the value of  the mar-
ket is growing, leading Xiao-
mi to focus on its three dis-
tinct sub-brands: Xiaomi 
(premium), Redmi (mid-
range), and Poco (online-
heavy/performance).

The upcoming Redmi Note 
series (likely the Note 15) will 
be a cornerstone of  this 2026 
strategy. In a major move to 
reassure consumers about de-
vice longevity, Xiaomi is 
promising four years of  OS 
updates and six years of  secu-
rity patches. This series will 
also push AI features beyond 

simple gallery edits, integrat-
ing AI more deeply into the 
core user experience. To sup-
port this premium push, Xi-
aomi is adopting an “omni-
channel” approach, ensuring 
identical pricing and experi-
ences across both online plat-
forms and physical retail 
“touch and feel” outlets.

Beyond smartphones, Xi-
aomi is planning a massive 
IoT (Internet of  Things) push 
for 2026. Recognizing that 
many consumers still view 
them primarily as a “phone 
company,” Xiaomi intends to 
double down on its ecosystem, 
including TVs, tablets, and 
smart home devices. While 

government Quality Control 
Orders (QCO) and BIS regula-
tions have presented some 
“bottlenecks” for new launch-
es, the brand’s 13% market 
share and strong performance 
in the tablet sector provide a 
solid foundation for its goal of  
becoming a comprehensive 
ecosystem leader in India.
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The cricketing world 
turned its eyes to the 
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee Ekana 
Cricket Stadium in Luc-
know on Wednesday, De-
cember 17, 2025, but the 
spectacle was overshad-
owed by atmospheric con-
ditions rather than athlet-
ic prowess.2 A severe 
blanket of  dense fog, 
which triggered an orange 
alert from the India Mete-
orological Department 
(IMD), descended upon the 
venue, forcing the toss for 
the decisive fourth T20I 
between India and South 
Africa to be delayed multi-
ple times.3 As visibility 
dropped to precarious lev-
els, spectators in the 
stands reported being un-
able to see the pitch from 
the middle tiers, creating 
a surreal and frustrating 
atmosphere for the sell-
out crowd.4

The situation drew 
sharp criticism from vet-
erans of  the game. Former 
India international Robin 
Uthappa, part of  the 
broadcasting panel, voiced 
his bewilderment at the 
umpires’ decision-making 
process.5 Uthappa argued 
that the repetitive inspec-
tions were counterproduc-
tive, noting that in the spe-
cific geography of  central 

Uttar Pradesh, winter fog 
typically thickens as the 
night progresses rather 
than dissipating.6 His 
comments sparked a wid-
er debate about “dead 
time” in cricket and the 
need for more decisive 
scheduling during North 
Indian winters. Amidst 
the gloom, a photograph 
of  India’s star all-rounder 
Hardik Pandya surfaced 
on social media, showing 
him wearing a protective 

mask while attempting to 
warm up.7 This image 
quickly went viral, serv-
ing as a stark visual repre-
sentation of  the challeng-
i n g  a i r  q u a l i t y  a n d 
extreme weather condi-
tions that modern athletes 
must navigate.

On the competitive 
front, the stakes remain 
high.8 India currently 
holds a 2-1 lead in the five-
match series, and a victo-

ry in Lucknow would se-
cure their 14th consecutive 
T20I series triumph.9 
However, the team sheet 
has been hampered by in-
jury; vice-captain Shub-
man Gill has been official-
ly  r uled  out  o f  the 
remainder of  the series 
due to a persistent foot in-
jury.10 This absence has 
forced a recalibration of  
the opening pair, with 
Sanju Samson—who has 
been in scintillating form 

with three centuries dur-
ing the recent tour of  
South Africa—expected to 
return to his preferred 
slot at the top of  the order 
alongside Abhishek Shar-
ma.11 While South Africa, 
led by Aiden Markram, is 
desperate to level the se-
ries, the persistent fog has 
left the fate of  the match 
in the hands of  the match 
officials, with inspections 
scheduled deep into the 
night.12

 ICC Rankings: Varun Chakaravarthy Scales New Heights13
The latest update to the 

ICC Men’s T20I Player Rank-
ings has confirmed the ar-
rival of  a new era in Indian 
spin bowling.14 Varun Cha-
karavarthy, the 34-year-old 
“mystery spinner,” has not 
only consolidated his posi-
tion as the World No. 1 T20I 
bowler but has also broken 
a significant national re-
cord.15 Following his con-
sistent performance in the 
ongoing series against 
South Africa, where he re-
corded three successive two-
wicket hauls, Chakaravar-
thy’s rating surged to a 
career-best 818 points.16 
This achievement makes 
him the highest-rated Indi-
an bowler in T20I history, 
surpassing the previous re-
cord of  783 points held by 
Jasprit Bumrah since early 
2017.17

Chakaravarthy now en-
j o y s  a  c o m m a n d i n g 
119-point lead over his near-
est competitor, New Zea-

land seamer Jacob Duffy, 
who sits at 699 points.18 
This peak performance is 
perfectly timed for the In-
dian squad as they prepare 
for their T20 World Cup title 
defense in early 2026. The 
spinner’s ability to remain 
incisive on varying subcon-

tinental tracks has made 
him an indispensable asset 
for captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav. His rise is mirrored by 
fellow left-arm seamer Ar-
shdeep Singh, who moved 
up four places to 16th over-
all following a Player of  the 
Match perfor mance in 

Dharamsala.19 The bowling 
charts also saw significant 
movement for South Afri-
ca’s Marco Jansen and Lun-
gi Ngidi, who climbed to 
25th and 44th respectively, 
underscoring the high-qual-
ity bowling displays seen 
throughout this bilateral 

series.20

In the batting depart-
ment, the “young brigade” 
of  Indian cricket continues 
to dominate.21 Abhishek 
Sharma maintains a firm 
grip on the top spot with 909 
rating points, while the ex-
plosive Tilak Varma has 
surged to a career-equalling 
4th place.22 The presence of  
two Indian batters in the top 
five highlights the aggres-
sive “fearless” brand of  
cricket India has adopted in 
the shortest for mat.23 
Meanwhile, the Test arena 
saw its own shifts; Austral-
ia’s Mitchell Starc climbed 
to a career-high 2nd place in 
the Test bowling rankings, 
trailing only behind team-
mate Josh Hazlewood.24 
These rankings reflect a pe-
riod of  significant transi-
tion across all formats, as 
veteran legends make way 
for a new generation of  sta-
t i s t i c a l l y  d o m i n a n t 
performers.

Sarfaraz Khan: A “New Life” with 
Chennai Super Kings

For Sarfaraz Khan, the IPL 2026 
mini-auction was less about the 
money and more about redemp-
tion.31 After being overlooked in the 
previous two mega-auctions despite 
a prolific record in domestic red-
ball cricket and a solid debut Test 
series for India, the Mumbai batter 
finally found a home with the Chen-
nai Super Kings.32 Snapped up at 
his base price of  ₹75 lakh during the 
accelerated round of  the auction, 
Sarfaraz took to Instagram to ex-
press his profound gratitude, stat-
ing that the five-time champions 
had given him a “new life.”33 The 
signing was an emotional culmina-
tion of  years of  being labeled as a 
“red-ball specialist” unfit for the 
modern T20 game.

Sarfaraz’s selection was backed 
by immediate and undeniable 
form.34 Just hours before the auc-
tion gavel fell, he had silenced crit-
ics by smashing a blistering 22-ball 
73 in a Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
match.35 This “intent-filled” knock 
proved that he possessed the range 
and strike rate required for the mid-
dle-order finisher role that CSK of-
ten utilizes. His journey back to the 
IPL has been a rollercoaster; once 

the youngest player in the league’s 
history with RCB at age 17, he faced 
disciplinary issues, fitness con-
cerns, and a shifting reputation be-
fore reinventing himself  as a do-
mestic titan. His average of  70.75 
across two U-19 World Cups and his 
triple-century exploits in the Ranji 
Trophy have always suggested 
world-class talent, but the IPL re-
mained his final unconquered 
frontier.36

At CSK, Sarfaraz joins a culture 
known for rehabilitating experi-
enced domestic players and provid-
ing them with clear roles. His close 
friend Anaya Bangar, daughter of  
Sanjay Bangar, was among the first 
to celebrate the news, reflecting the 
widespread joy in the domestic cir-
cuit regarding his comeback.37 For 
the 28-year-old, the focus now shifts 
to the 2026 season, where he has 
vowed to help MS Dhoni and the Yel-
low Army lift their sixth title. In a 
league often dominated by high-
priced overseas imports, Sarfaraz’s 
return serves as a heartwarming 
reminder that persistence and do-
mestic excellence can still pave a 
path back to the world’s most lucra-
tive T20 stage.

IPL 2026 Auction: The Rise of the Uncapped 
Millionaires

The IPL 2026 mini-auc-
tion held in Abu Dhabi 
will be remembered as 
the moment when the fi-
nancial ceiling for un-
capped Indian players 
was completely shat-
tered. Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) emerged as 
the primary architects of  
this shift, spending a 
staggering ₹28.4 crore on 
just two young talents. 
The headlines were domi-
nated by 19-year-old wick-
etkeeper-batter Kartik 
Sharma from Rajasthan 
and 20-year-old all-round-
er Prashant Veer from Ut-
tar Pradesh. Both players 
entered the auction with 
a modest base price of  ₹30 
lakh, but an intense bid-
ding war saw their value 
skyrocket to ₹14.20 crore 
each, making them the 
joint-highest paid un-
capped players in the his-
tory of  the Indian Pre-
mier League.25

Kartik Sharma’s jour-
ney to this windfall is the 
stuff  of  cricketing folk-
lore. Known for his explo-
sive power-hitting—hav-
ing smashed 28 sixes in 
just 12 T20 matches—Kar-
tik had already caught 
the eye of  luminaries like 
Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Kevin Pietersen.26 
During the auction, his 
price surged past the ₹10 

crore mark as KKR, SRH, 
and LSG battled fiercely 
before CSK clinched the 
deal.27 The emotional 
weight of  the moment 
was evident; Kartik later 
shared that he was una-
ble to stop crying as the 
bids kept rising, over-
whelmed by the realiza-
tion that his life had 
changed forever.28 Simi-
larly, Prashant Veer, a 
left-arm orthodox spin-

ner and hard-hitting bat-
ter, was targeted by CSK 
as a strategic “Jadeja-
like” replacement follow-
ing the trade of  Ravindra 
Jadeja to Rajasthan Roy-
als.29 Veer’s versatility 
was proven in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali  Trophy, 
where he maintained a 
strike rate of  170 while 
bowling with an economy 
rate under 7.30

These record-breaking 
signings signal a broader 
trend in IPL strategy, 
where franchises are now 
willing to invest massive 
portions of  their purse to 
secure domestic talent 
with high “skill-set” spec-
ificity. CSK head coach 
Ste phen F leming ex-
plained that the franchise 
had been monitoring 
both players through tri-
als and felt their specific 

roles were essential for 
the team’s balance. While 
the prices may seem as-
tronomical for players yet 
to debut on the interna-
tional stage, the “un-
capped millionaire” phe-
nomenon proves that the 
IPL remains the ultimate 
platfor m for domestic 
cricketers to bridge the 
gap between grassroots 
t a l e n t  a n d  g l o b a l 
superstardom.

 KKR’s High-Risk Gambit: Pathirana 
and the ₹18 Crore Tag38

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) 
made the most controversial move 
of  the IPL 2026 auction by spending
₹18 crore on Sri Lankan pacer 
Matheesha Pathirana.39 The 
22-year-old, nicknamed “Baby Mal-
inga” for his unique slingy action, 
became the center of  a three-way 
bidding war between Lucknow Su-
per Giants, Delhi Capitals, and 
KKR.40 While Pathirana’s ability to 
bowl lethal yorkers in the death 
overs is undisputed, the massive 
price tag has divided opinion 
among experts. Former India selec-
tor Kris Srikkanth was among the 
most vocal critics, labeling the 
move a “huge risk” and questioning 
whether a player who struggled 
with consistency and an economy 
rate of  over 10 in the previous sea-
son was worth such a significant 
outlay.41

The logic behind KKR’s gamble 
rests on the scarcity of  elite death-
over specialists. Pathirana has 
claimed 47 wickets in 32 IPL match-
es at an average of  21, and his “X-
factor” lies in his unpredictabili-
ty.42 England spinner Adil Rashid, 
a teammate of  Pathirana at the 
Sharjah Warriorz, defended the 

pacer, suggesting that in the IPL, 
“predictability is the enemy” and 
that Pathirana’s action makes him 
nearly impossible to prepare for in 
a net session. KKR’s management 
appears to have prioritized match-
winning potential over statistical 
stability, viewing Pathirana as the 
final piece in a bowling attack that 
already features the strategic acqui-
sition of  Mustafizur Rahman as a 
backup and mentor.43

This high-stakes acquisition fol-
lowed KKR’s earlier record-shatter-
ing move for Australian all-rounder 
Cameron Green, for whom they 
paid ₹25.20 crore (though he will re-
ceive ₹18 crore per IPL regula-
tions).44 By spending over ₹43 crore 
on just two players, KKR has essen-
tially bet their entire 2026 campaign 
on a high-ceiling, high-variance 
strategy. The franchise nearly ex-
hausted its entire purse, leaving 
just ₹45 lakh unused, meaning they 
will rely heavily on their top-heavy 
superstars to deliver. Whether this 
“Gamble in the Desert” results in a 
fourth title or a financial disaster 
will be the primary storyline for the 
Knight Riders when the season 
kicks off  in the spring.

India vs. South Africa: 4th T20I Lucknow 
Fog Crisis1
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Cameron–Rajamouli Chat Fuels Excitement for ‘Avatar: 
Fire and Ash’

‘Shambhala’ Secures Solid Pre-Release 
Deals Ahead of December 25 Opening

Hyderabad, December 17 — 

Actor Aadi Sai Ku-
mar is set to explore a 
striking new genre with 
‘Shambhala: A Mystical 
World’, a supernatural 
thriller that has rapidly 
emerged as one of  the 
most anticipated releas-
es of  the season. Direct-
ed by Ugandhar Muni 
and produced by Ra-
jasekhar Annabhimoju 
and Mahidhar Reddy 
under the Shining Pic-
tures banner, the film 
has generated strong 
buzz among trade cir-
cles and audiences 
alike.

Riding high on this 
momentum, Shambha-
la has locked in impres-
sive pre-release busi-
n e s s ,  w i t h  b o t h 
theatrical and non-the-
atrical rights fetching 
lucrative deals. Indus-
try sources indicate 
that the producers have 
already secured table 
p r o f i t s ,  r e f l e c t i n g 
strong confidence in the 
film’s content and com-

mercial potential.
The theatrical rights 

have been snapped up 
by leading distributors 
across key territories. 
Usha Pictures acquired 
the Andhra and Ceded 
regions, while Mythri 
Distributors secured 
the Nizam territory. 
The overseas rights 
have been picked up by 
Moonshine Cinemas, 
and Kumar Bangalore 
Films acquired the Kar-
nataka rights. With 
such widespread back-
ing, the film is gearing 
up for a wide release 
across India and over-
seas markets.

A major contributor 
to the growing excite-
ment is the film’s strate-
gic promotional cam-
paign. From visually 
striking concept post-
ers and intriguing 
glimpses to a gripping 
teaser and a well-re-
ceived theatrical trailer, 
each update has added 
layers  of  mystery 
around the narrative. 

The recently released 
first single, “Naa Peru 
Shambhala,” sung by 
Geetha Madhuri, has 
quickly become a chart-
buster, further amplify-
ing the film’s buzz. Mu-
sic for the film is 
composed by Sricharan 
Pakala.

Adding depth to the 
project is a strong en-
semble cast featuring 
Archana Iyer, Swasika, 
Ravi Varma, Madhu-
n a n d a n ,  a n d  S iva 
Karthik. The film’s vis-
ual appeal is enhanced 
by cinematographer 
Praveen K Bangari, 
whose work is expected 
to elevate the mystical 
tone of  the story.

With solid pre-release 
traction, a compelling 
genre, and strong pro-
motional momentum, 
‘Shambhala: A Mystical 
World’ is all set to hit 
theatres on December 
25, aiming to make a 
significant impact at 
the box office during 
the holiday season.

Rajendra Prasad’s ‘Nenevaru?’ Nears Censor 
Clearance

Veteran actor Padma 
Shri Dr. Rajendra Pras-
ad is set to impress au-
diences once again 
with his key role in the 
upcoming heart-touch-
ing film ‘Nenevaru?’, 
which has now entered 
the crucial censor for-
malities stage. The film 
has completed its post-
production work and is 
gearing up for release 
soon.

Directed by Chiran-
jeevi Tanneeru, Nene-
varu? features Sai 
Kiran, known for his 
performances in Nuvve 
Kavali and Preminchu, 
and Jogini Shyamala in 
prominent roles. The 
film is presented by 
Srikonda Mallikarjun 
and jointly produced by 
Andekar Jagadeesh 
Babu and Sakinana 
Bhulakshmi under the 
banner Jai Chiranjeeva 
Film Makers.

The movie introduc-
es Abhilash and Sai 
Cherry, disciples of  re-
nowned acting teacher 
Vizag Satyanand, as 
lead actors. Deepika 
and Sonakshi play the 
female leads, marking a 
fresh ensemble cast 
backed by experienced 
performers. The film is 
said to revolve around 
strong emotions and 
meaningful storytell-
ing, making it a con-
tent-driven project.

Speaking at the teas-
er launch event, Rajen-
dra Prasad described 
Nenevaru? as one of  
the films he would 

proudly remember in 
his long and illustrious 
career. His remarks 
h ave  s i g n i f i c a n t ly 
boosted the film’s buzz, 
especially among trade 
and industry circles. 
Producer Sakinana 
Bhulakshmi confirmed 
that the official release 
date will be announced 
shortly, adding to the 
growing anticipation.

The film boasts a sol-
id technical team. Chin-
nikrishna has com-
posed the music, while 
Naidu Prasad Kolli 
handled cinematogra-
phy. Editing is by Nan-

d a m u r i  H a r i  a n d 
Nandamuri Tarakar-
amarao.  Dialo gues 
are penned by Srini-
vas Angireddy, lyrics 
by S.S.  Veeru,  and 
c h o r e o g r a p h y  b y 
Ajay Krish and San-
tosh. Public relations 
a r e  m a n a g e d  b y 
Dheeraj–Appaji.

With censor formali-
ties currently under-
way and positive word-
o f - m o u t h  bu i l d i n g 
steadily, ‘Nenevaru?’ is 
shaping up as an emo-
tionally rich film to 
watch out for in the 
coming days.
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Hyderabad, December 17 — 

G l o b a l  f i l m m a k i n g 
icons James Cameron 
and SS Rajamouli recent-
ly came together for an 
engaging conversation 
that has heightened an-
ticipation for the next 
chapter in the Avatar 
franchise, ‘Avatar: Fire 
and Ash’. The interaction 
offered rare insights into 
their creative philoso-
phies, large-scale story-

telling, and the emotional 
pressures surrounding 
the release of  big-budget 
cinematic spectacles.

Speaking about his ex-
perience after watching 
Avatar: Fire and Ash, Ra-
jamouli said he felt like 
“a child watching the film 
in a theatre,” completely 
absorbed by its scale and 
imagination. He praised 
Cameron for continuous-
ly raising the bar in cin-

ematic spectacle while 
keeping emotions at the 
heart of  the narrative. 
Rajamouli also recalled 
how Avatar enjoyed an 
extraordinary theatrical 
run in Hyderabad, screen-
ing for nearly a year at an 
IMAX theatre, underscor-
ing the franchise’s mas-
sive impact in India.

Rajamouli described 
the Avatar series as a 
benchmark for immer-

sive big-screen storytell-
ing, stating that Camer-
on’s work has redefined 
how audiences experi-
ence cinema. He admired 
t h e  w ay  t e ch n o l o g y, 
world-building, and emo-
tional depth seamlessly 
come together in the fran-
chise, inspiring filmmak-
ers across the globe.

In response,  James 
Cameron expressed his 
admiration for Rajamou-

li’s cinematic vision and 
storytelling prowess. The 
Hollywood director ac-
knowledged the Indian 
filmmaker’s ability to 
mount epic narratives 
with strong emotional 
resonance and said he 
would love to visit Ra-
jamouli’s film sets in In-
dia in the future.

The conversation be-
tween the two celebrated 
d i r e c t o r s  r e s o n a t e d 
strongly with film lovers, 
symbolising a meeting of  
minds between East and 
West and highlighting the 
global nature of  contem-
porary cinema.

Produced by 20th Cen-
tury Studios, Avatar: Fire 
and Ash is set for a grand 
theatrical release in In-
dia on December 19. The 
film will be released in 
six languages — English, 
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Ma-
layalam, and Kannada — 
ensuring wide accessibil-
ity for Indian audiences.

With two of  the world’s 
most influential film-
makers publicly appreci-
ating each other’s craft, 
excitement around Ava-
tar: Fire and Ash has 
reached new heights, re-
inforcing expectations of  
another visually stun-
ning and emotionally 
p o w e r f u l  c i n e m a t i c 
experience.

‘Police Complaint’ Teaser Released Amid Strong Buzz
The Telugu and Kanna-

da teaser of  the upcoming 
action thriller ‘Police 
Complaint’ was launched 
in a grand manner at 
Prasad Labs, Hyderabad, 
generating strong excite-
ment among film circles. 
The film is produced by 
Balakrishna Maharana 
under the MSK Pramidha 
Shree Films banner, with 
Sanjeev Megoti serving as 
both writer and director.

Billed as a horror thrill-
er and complete enter-
tainer, Police Complaint 
features Varalaxmi Sar-
athkumar in a powerful 
and impactful role, while 
Naveen Chandra appears 
in a strong heroic charac-
ter. The film boasts a mas-
sive ensemble cast of  52 
senior artists, making it a 
content-rich project with 
scale and intensity.

Speaking at the teaser 
launch, director Sanjeev 
Megoti described the film 
as a hide-and-seek drama 
revolving around love and 
revenge, right and wrong, 
and the conflict between 
good and evil. He revealed 
that the film blends hor-
ror elements with com-

mercial entertainment. 
Kannada star  Ragini 
Dwivedi appears in a 
special role designed to 
thrill audiences. The di-
rector praised Varalax-
mi Sarathkumar’s com-
mitment, noting that the 
entire shoot was com-
pleted in just 45 days. 
The film is being made 
in four languages — Tel-
ugu, Tamil, Malayalam, 
and Kannada.

Varalaxmi Sarathku-
mar said she was instant-
ly drawn to the subject 
and shared that, apart 
from action, she has also 
performed full-on comedy 
in the film. She expressed 
confidence that the film 

would appeal to a wide 
audience.

The cast also includes 
A d i t y a  O m ,  R a v i 
Shankar, Prithvi, Srini-
vas Reddy, Saptagiri, Sar-
ath Lohithaswa, Gemini 
Suresh, and Dil Ramesh. 
The makers highlighted 
S.N. Harish’s cinematog-
raphy and the action cho-
reog raphy by Dragon 
Prakash and Ravi Teja as 
major highlights. Film 
personalities and guests 
at the event praised di-
rector Sanjeev Megoti’s 
intense storytelling and 
strong screenplay, call-
ing Police Complaint a 
promising entertainer to 
watch out for.

Rashmika Mandanna’s Sri Lanka Getaway Triggers 
Bachelorette Buzz

Popular actress Rashmi-
ka Mandanna has once 
again grabbed attention 
on social media, this time 
with her recent Sri Lanka 
vacation,  which has 
sparked widespread specu-
lation about a possible 
bachelorette celebration. 
The actress shared a series 
of  cheerful pictures from 
the trip, featuring beach-
side moments, scenic 
views, and relaxed time 
with her close group of  
friends.

Rashmika described the 
trip as a short and sponta-
neous break from her busy 
shooting schedule, men-
tioning that she managed 
to squeeze in a quick geta-
way with her “best girls.” 
While the actress por-
trayed the holiday as a 
simple girls’ trip, fans 
were quick to read be-
tween the lines, flooding 
the comment section with 
playful questions and as-
sumptions about it being a 
pre-wedding bachelorette 
party.

The buzz comes amid 
long-standing rumours 
surrounding Rashmika’s 
personal life, particularly 
her alleged relationship 
with actor Vijay Devera-

konda. The duo, who have 
worked together and have 
often been spotted at simi-
lar locations during vaca-
tions and events, have re-
mained tight-lipped about 
their relationship status. 
However, frequent coinci-
dences and social media 
hints have kept specula-
tion alive among fans and 
industry watchers.

Photos from the Sri Lan-
ka trip showcased Rash-
mika in a relaxed and hap-
py mood, enjoying sunsets, 
beach walks, and intimate 
moments with friends. 
The absence of  any official 
clarification from the ac-

tress has only added fuel to 
the rumours, with fans in-
terpreting the timing and 
nature of  the trip as a sign 
of  upcoming personal 
celebrations.

Despite the growing 
chatter, Rashmika has cho-
sen to stay focused on her 
professional  commit-
ments. She continues to 
juggle multiple projects 
across Telugu, Tamil, and 
Hindi cinema, maintain-
ing her position as one of  
the most sought-after ac-
tresses in the country. In-
dustry sources say she has 
an exciting lineup ahead, 
keeping her calendar 

packed in the coming 
months.

For now, the actress has 
neither confirmed nor de-
nied the bachelorette or 
wedding rumours, leaving 
fans to speculate and cele-
brate her joyful moments 

online. Whether it was a 
simple friends’ getaway or 
something more special, 
Rashmika Mandanna’s Sri 
Lanka trip has certainly 
become one of  the most 
talked-about celebrity mo-
ments of  the season.


